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Need  For  More 
Theology  And  Science 
Trained  Ministers 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  In  this 
scientific  age,  Christianity  needs 
more  ministers  who  are  trained  in 
both  theology  and  science,  a  nation¬ 
al  meeting  of  Methodist  educators 
was  told  here  by  Dr.  Richard  K. 
Toner,  a  Princeton  University  scien¬ 
tist  who  is  also  an  Episcopalian 
priest. 

Dr.  Toner  addressed  about  100 
executive  secretaries  of  boards  of 
education  of  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  as  well  as  staff  members 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  build- 
Scarritt  College,  and  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

“We  need  more  men  in  the  minis¬ 
try  who  are  trained  so  they  can 
speak  and  write  with  authority  on 
both  theology  and  science,”  said  Dr. 
Toner.  “They  can  do  a  great  deal 
of  good,  for  instance,  in  talking  to 
young  men  who  think  there  is  a 
conflict  between  religious  thinking 
and  scientific  beliefs.” 

“In  this  day,”  he  said,  “a  clergy¬ 
man  without  knowledge  of  both  re¬ 
ligion  and  science  is  simply  a  crip¬ 
pled  pastor.” 

Dr.  Toner,  associate  professor  of 
chemical  engineering  at  Princeton, 
said,  “It  is  heartening  to  me  to  ob¬ 
serve  more  and  more  scientifically 
trained  students  entering  the  min¬ 
istry.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins, 
Nashville,  told  the  group,  “A  new 
recognition  of  the  place  of  emotions 
is  ahead  in  Christian  education.” 

“Education  quite  universally  and 
exclusively  has  been  associated  with 
the  academic  and  the  intellectual,” 
said  Dr.  Adkins,  general  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion’s  local-church  division.  “T  h  e 
emotional  often  has  been  excluded 
because  we  say  it  blurs  objectivity 
and  is  too  subjective.” 

Dr.  Adkins  referred  to  the  in¬ 
creasing  use  of  color  in  classrooms 
and  a  new  emphasis  on  the  place  of 
music  in  Christian  education  as  evi¬ 
dences  of  appeals  to  the  emotions. 

“Color  is  essentially  a  minister  of 
and  to  the  emotions,”  he  said.  “Mu¬ 
sic  is  basically  an  emotional  art.” 

“Emotion  and  intellect  are  insep¬ 
arable  if  either  is  to  play  its  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  the  development  of 
Christian  maturity,”  he  declared. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  Nash¬ 
ville,  said  that  American  education 
is  “the  most  successful  experiment 
in  mass  higher  education  that  this 
world  has  ever  known.” 

A  major  factor  in  the  success  of 
American  education,  said  Dr.  Gross, 


Philadelphia  (RNS)— HONOR  "ELDER  STATESMAN  OF  METHODISM". 
Dr.  Henry  R.  Van  Deusen,  86-year-old  Scranton,  Pa.,  attorney  (right),  was 
awarded  a  leatherbound  scroll  by  the  Judicial  Council  of  The  Methodist 
Church  for  his  role  as  an  "elder  statesman"  of  the  denomination.  Shown 
making  the  presentation  at  a  meeting  of  the  North  American  Sections  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  here  is  Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  a  vice-president  of  the  WMC.  First  secretary  of  the  Judicial 
Council,  Dr.  Van  Deusen  served  as  a  member  of  that  body  from  1939  to 
7952  and  contributed  greatly  to  its  legal  and  policy  framework.  (RNS  photo) 


general  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education’s  Divisi'on  of 
Educational  Institutions,  is  that  “the 
Christian  college  is  tied  up  with  the 
whole  system  of  higher  education 
in  the  United  States.” 

“The  educational  program  in  the 
United  States  that  we  know  was 
organized  by  the  Christian  church,” 
he  said.  “It  was  involved  in  the  aims 
envisioned  by  the  church  for  the 
nation.” 

The  meeting  also  was  addressed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  Bullock, 
Nashville,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education’s  Edi¬ 
torial  Division,  and  several  Board  of 
Education  staff  members.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Laymon,  Nashville, 
editor  of  Methodist  adult  church 
school  publications,  spoke  four 


times  on  “The  Bible  and  Our  Com¬ 
mon  Task.” 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Jan.  1-Jan.  10  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Jan.  1  .  Romans  1:1-15 

Jan.  2  .  Romans  1:16^2 

Jan.  3  .  Romans  2:1-16 

Jan.  4  .  Romans  2:17-29 

Jan.  5  .  Romans  3:1.18 

Jan.  6  .  Romans  3:19-31 

Jan.  7  .  Romans  4:1-12 

Jan.  8  .  Romans  4:13-25 

Jan.  9  .  Romans  5:1-11 

Jan.  10  .  Romans  5:12-21 


Prayer  Vigils  For 
Peace  To  Be  Held 
Throughout  1959 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  -Prayer 
vigils  for  peace,  beginning  New 
Year’s  Eve  and  continuing  through¬ 
out  1959,  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
World-Wide  Prayer  Movement  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

Many  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  several  other  countries 
have  scheduled  the  vigils,  which  in¬ 
clude  all-night  prayer  periods. 

The  people  will  pray  for  peace 
between  nations  and  races  and  for 
families  and  individuals,  said  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Carruth,  Nash¬ 
ville,  director  of  the  movement. 

Among  New  Year’s  Eve  prayer 
services  scheduled  is  one  in  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  Chapel  at  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  head¬ 
quarters  here. 

“M  u  c  h  of  an  all-night  prayer 
meeting  will  be  televised  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,”  said  Dr.  Carruth.  “The  leader, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Grace  Methodist  Church,  At¬ 
lanta,  was  on  television  station  WSB 
there  from  midnight  December  31 
to  6  a.  m.  New  Year’s  Day.” 

“People  of  all  denominations  are 
invited  to  pray  with  us  in  these 
vigils,”  said  Dr.  Carruth. 


Methodist  Encyclopedia 
Work  To  Begin  Soon 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Work  is 
to  begin  shortly  on  the  years-long 
task  of  compiling  a  Methodist  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  it  was  announced  here 
Dec.  12  at  a  meeting  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Association  of 
Methodist  Historical  Societies. 

The  last  such  work  was  edited  by 
Bishop  Matthew  Simpson  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  1876. 

The  new  project  will  be  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  association  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark  of 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  executive 
secretary  of  both  bodies. 

The  proposed  work,  entailed  two 
volumes  of  some  1,000  pages  each, 
probably  will  be  in  the  nature  of  an 
extended  dictionary  and  will  cover 
world  Methodism,  Dr.  Clark  said. 

He  said  the  tentative  outline  calls 
for  four  principal  sections:  theologi¬ 
cal,  biographical,  geographical  and 
general.  “The  first  step  should  be 
the  selection  of  the  thousands  of 
subjects  to  be  covered,”  he  com¬ 
mented. 

The  association  agreed  that  the 
editorial  work  should  be  done  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  American  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  There  will  be  an  editor  in 
each  country  where  Methodism  is 
represented. 


Methodist  Heads 
Interdenominat’l 
Missionary  Work 

Dr.  Clara  French  of  Theresa,  N.Y., 
and  New  York  City  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Division  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  December  8  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  as  chairman,  she  holds  the 
highest  office  in  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  mission  agency,  which  repre- 


DR.  CLARA  FRENCH 


sents  the  cooperative  planning  and 
work  of  more  than  50  Protestant 
mission  boards.  Since  1954  Dr. 
French  has  been  the  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  Southeast  Asia  and  China 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions.  She  administers  the 
work  of  the  Woman’s  Division  in 
Taiwan,  Hong  Kong,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Malaya,  Sarawak  (Borneo), 
Indonesia  and  Burma.  For  almost 
20  years,  Dr.  French  was  a  Method¬ 
ist  educational  missionary  in  China, 
having  taught  at  the  Rulison  High 
School  at  Kinkiang,  Kiangsi  prov¬ 
ince.  For  the  last  18  months  of  Dr. 
French’s  service  in  China,  the  coun¬ 
try  was  under  communist  control. 
A  native  of  Felts  Mills,  N.Y.,  Dr. 
French  is  a  graduate  of  the  Oneon- 
ta  (N.Y.)  State  Teachers  College, 
New  York  University  (master  of 
arts)  and  Columbia  University  (doc¬ 
tor  of  philosophy  in  personnel).  She 
was  an  English  teacher  before  en¬ 
tering  mission  service. 

Bishop  A.  J.  Moore 
To  Succeed  Bishop 
Ward  In  Far  East 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Bishop 
Arthur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
was  named  December  18,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  the  late  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward 
in  the  episcopal  supervision  of  the 
Taiwan-Hong  Kong  Provisional  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 

The  assignment,  effective  imme¬ 
diately,  holds  until  the  1960  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  It  does  not  affect 
Bishop  Moore’s  administration  of 
the  Atlanta  episcopal  Area  nor  is  a 
change  of  his  residence  involved. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  is  the  decision  of  the 
Council’s  executive  committee. 

Bishop  Moore  has  been  president 
of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Missions  since  1940  and  has  visited 
the  Orient  many  times. 


National  Council 
Defends  Church’s 
Right  To  Speak  Out 

New  York,  (NC) — The  right  and 
duty  of  the  Christian  churches  to 
speak  out  on  controversial  political, 
economic  and  social  issues  was  re¬ 
affirmed  recently  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  General  Board. 

The  Board  then  commended  the 
Cleveland  World  Order  Study  Con¬ 
ference  for  so  doing  in  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  recent  historic  Message  to 
the  Churches  calling  for  changes  in 
United  States  foreign  policy.  The 
Message  had  recommended,  among 
other  things,  U.  S.  recognition  of 
mainland  China  and  its  eventual  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  United  Nations. 

The  General  Board  also  adopted  a 
record  budget  of  more  than  12  mil- 
million  dollars  at  its  two-day  ses¬ 
sions  in  Chicago,  Dec.  3-4.  The 
meeting  was  the  largest  held  out¬ 
side  New  York  in  Board  history; 
189  members  and  staff  were  pres¬ 
ent. 

The  Board  adopted,  with  only 
three  dissenting  votes,  a  four-point 
resolution  reiterating  its  credo  that 
the  churches  and  their  councils  have 
not  only  the  right  but  also  the  duty 
to  study  and  comment  upon  issues, 
no  matter  how  controversial,  in  the 
realm  of  politics,  economics  and  so¬ 
cial  affairs  “in  view  of  their  com¬ 
mon  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  both 
Lord  and  Savior.” 

In  the  light  of  this  avowal,  the 
Board  then  declared  that  the  Cleve¬ 
land  study  conference  “has  per¬ 
formed  a  valuable  function  in  help¬ 


Methodism  Celebrates  One  Hundred  Fifty 
Years  Under  Its  Constitution 

Philadelphia  Methodists  joined  members  of  the  North  American  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  in  celebrating  on  December  9  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  constitution  of  their  church. 

The  service  brought  together  on  an  icy  night  an  audience  that  filled  the 
floor  and  first  balcony  of  the  city’s  famous  Academy  of  Music.  A  youth 
choir  of  300  provided  music  and  the  secretary  of  the  General  Conference, 
Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore  directed  the  congregational  singing. 

Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  gave  the  commemorative  address,  “Method¬ 
ism’s  Magna  Charta”  and  Charles  C.  Parlin,  New  York  attorney  presided. 
Both  are  vice  presidents  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  constitution  did  not  come  until  more  than  40  years  after  the  first 
Methodist  preaching  in  America  nor 
until  24  years  after  the  organization 
of  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

During  the  first  quarter  century 
of  organized  Methodism  in  the  New 
World  all  ministers  of  four  years’ 
standing  were  members  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  Since  the  two  an¬ 
nual  conferences  adjacent  to  Balti¬ 
more  where  the  sessions  were  held 
embodied  nearly  half  of  the  129 
members  of  the  General  Conference, 


ing  the  churches  and  their  members 
carry  forward  the  process  of  the 
American  people’s  development  of 
their  foreign  policy.” 

It  noted  'the  “widespread  public 
notice”  given  to  certain  portions  of 
the  Message  and  commented  that 
the  conference  “has  put  into  public 
discussion  issues  of  high  moral  and 
spiritual,  as  well  as  political  signifi¬ 
cance.” 

It  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  conferees  spoke  only  for  them¬ 
selves  and  not  for  the  Council  or  its 
member  churches,  but  they  spoke 
with  a  mighty  voice. 


these  conferences  possessed  undue 
power. 

The  constitution,  adopted  in  the 
General  Conference  of  1808  correct¬ 
ed  this  imbalance  by  providing  for 
a  delegated  body.  It  also  limited  the 
powers  of  succeeding  General  Con¬ 
ferences  prohibiting  any  change  in 
the  plan  of  general  superintendency 
(bishops)  or  any  alteration  in  the 
Articles  of  Religion  and  the  General 
Rules. 

The  constitution  guaranteed  to 
accused  ministers  and  laymen  the 
right  of  trial  and  appeal.  It  also 
gave  constitutional  status  to  the 
custom  of  the  “book  concern”  to 
appropriate  its  “produce”  for  the 
benefit  of  “worn  out  preachers,  their 
widows  and  children.” 

Bishop  Corson  in  his  address  at 
this  official  commemoration,  de¬ 
clared  his  belief  that  this  constitu¬ 
tion  was  the  common  bond  which 
kept  Methodists  one  people  in  spite 
of  divisions  and  was  the  point  of 
cohesion  without  which  there  could 
have  been  no  1939  reunion. 


Reed  City,  Mich.  (RNS) — "THE  OLD  RUGGED  CROSS "  HONORS 
FAMOUS  HYMN  WRITER.  The  large  wooden  cross  in  a  roadside  park 
near  here  honors  the  Rev.  George  Bennard,  who  in  1913  wrote  "The  Old 
Rugged  Cross  "  one  of  Christianity's  best  loved  hymns.  The  park,  created 
by  the  Reed  City  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  on  U.  S.  Highway  131  which 
passes  Mr.  Bennard's  home  in  the  nearby  hamlet  of  Ashton.  Mr.  Bennard, 
86,  wrote  his  famous  hymn  while  in  a  period  of  "great  travail,"  being  inspired 
by  the  memory  of  an  old  wooden  cross  he  had  once  seen.  (RNS  photo) 


1959  Miss  Methodist 
Student  Nurse  Named 

Miss  Ruth  Herrman,  a  23-year- 
old  senior  student  in  the  School  of 
Nursing  of  Deaconess  Hospital,  Spo¬ 
kane,  Wash.,  has  been  chosen  “Miss 
Methodist  Student  Nurse”  for  1959. 

Announcement  of  the  honor  was 
made  Dec.  11  by  officials  of  The 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  Homes  in  Chicago. 

Miss  Herrman  was  picked  from 
a  field  of  32  candidates,  all  of  them 
seniors  in  the  upper  third  of  their 
class  in  Methodist  hospital  schools 
of  nursing  throughout  the  United 
States.  Each  candidate  was  required 
to  submit  a  200-word  statement  on 
“Why  I  Chose  the  Nursing  Profes¬ 
sion”  and  was  judged  on  the  basis 
of  personality,  attractiveness,  and 
professional  interest  in  her  work. 

The  new  “Miss  Methodist  Student 
Nurse”  will  be  presented  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  meeting  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Methodist  Hospitals  and 
Homes  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  28. 

Miss  Herrman’s  home  is  in  Nyssa, 
Oregon,  where  she  has  been  active 
in  the  Methodist  Church.  She  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  there.  Last  year 
she  represented  her  school  of  nurs¬ 
ing  at  the  National  Student  Con¬ 
vention  in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

A  close  second  in  the  contest  was 
Miss  Nancy  Jean  Byers  of  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Third 
place  was  a  three-way  tie  among 
the  following:  Miss  Marilyn  Hough- 
taling,  Grace  Hospital,  Hutchinson, 
Kansas;  Miss  Connie  Joy  Underberg, 
Nebraska  Methodist  Hospital,  Oma¬ 
ha;  and  Miss  Janet  Morris,  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  Madison,  Wis.  Honor¬ 
able  mention  goes  to  Miss  Nancy 
Hansen,  Chicago  Wesley  Memorial 
Hospital,  Chicago. 
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United  Nations,  N.  Y.  (RNS)—‘ TRICK  OR  TREAT '  GLOW.  The  Rer. 
Clyde  Allison  of  Philadelphia,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  (third  from  left),  is 
surrounded  by  active  supporters  of  the  UN  International  Children's  Emer¬ 
gency  Fund  trick  or  treat  Halloween  program — a  movement  which  he  started 
in  1950  and  today  benefits  millions  of  youngsters  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Shown  cutting  UNICEF's  12th  anniversary  birthday  cake  here  are  Robert  S. 
Miller,  president  of  the  National  Federation  of  Temple  Youth;  Stuart  Lang- 
ton,  chairman  of  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Mr.  Allison;  John  A.  McLaughlin,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Catholic  Youth;  and  Norman  Acton,  executive  director 
of  the  U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF.  An  $850,000  gift  collected  on  Hallo¬ 
ween  night  by  children  in  some  9,500  American  communities  was  presented 
to  UNICEF  by  presidents  of  the  three  religious  youth  groups.  (RNS  photo) 


Says  Churches 

Must  Face  Times  Or  Extinction 


Publishers  Told  To 
Adopt  Voluntary 
Anti-Obscenity  Code 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Churchmen’s  Commission  for  De¬ 
cent  Publications  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  here  asking  the  magazine  and 
book  publishers  of  America  to  “set 
their  own  house  in  order”  and  adopt 
a  voluntary  code  against  obscenity 
and  indecency. 

The  action  was  taken  at  the  com¬ 
mission’s  national  meeting  attended 
by  clergymen  and  laymen  from  a 
dozen  states. 

They  urged  publishers  to  co-op¬ 
erate  in  “preventing  the  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  that  which  violates  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  and  of  states 
and  municipalities.” 

The  commission  also  adopted  a 
resolution  requesting  all  Protestant 
denominations  through  their  proper 
agencies  to  adopt  statements  set¬ 
ting  forth  their  position  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  ponography.  Members  of 
the  commission  took  note  that  a 


Sodom,  Israel  (RNS)  — 
"BRIMSTONE"  CITY  PRO-  W 
DUCES  POTASH  TODAY. 
Signpost  at  Sodom  tells  in 
Hebrew  and  English  the 
story  of  the  biblical  city's 
destruction  by  brimstone 
and  fire  (Gen.  19:23-25). 

Lowest  point  of  habitation 
in  the  world,  1,286  feet  be¬ 
low  sea  level,  Sodom  today 
is  the  center  of  Israel's  pot¬ 
ash  production.  (RNS  photo) 


number  of  denominational  bodies 
have  included  such ,  statements  in 
recent  resolutions  and  reports,  but 
said  it  is  important  that  as  many 
church  bodies  as  possible  take  a 
stand  on  the  issue,  so  that  legislat¬ 
ors  and  prosecutors  will  be  en- 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  (RNS) — Protestant  churches  must  face  up  to 
changing  American  social  patterns  or  many  of  them  will  become  extinct, 
delegates  at  the  annual  assembly  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Di¬ 
vision  of  Home  Missions  were  warned  here. 

Dr.  Hermann  N.  Morse  of  New  York,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  National  Missions,  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  said  that 
unless  churches  keep  up  with  revolutionary  changes  in  population  many 
“face  extinction  or  the  danger  of  a  socially  sterile  ministry,  doing  well  what 
no  longer  needs  to  be  done.” 

“Millions  of  people  are  relatively  inaccessible  to  churches,”  he  said, 


Wise .  Radio  Station 
Reverses  Liquor 
Advertising  Stand 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
Wisconsin  radio  station  which  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  would  violate  the 
voluntary  broadcasting  industry 
code  by  accepting  hard  liquor  ad¬ 
vertising  has  reversed  its  decision, 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
reported  here.. 

Station  WOMT,  Manitowoc,  Wise., 
said  that  it  changed  its  position  be¬ 
cause  of  “lack  of  interest  by  the 
liquor  industry.”  The  station  re¬ 
portedly  received  few  advertise¬ 
ments — and  a  considerable  number 
of  protests. 

It  resigned  from  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Broadcasters  after  Har¬ 
old  Fellows,  president  of  the  broad¬ 
casting  group,  was  quoted  widely 
as  saying  that  a  broadcaster  who 
accepts  liquor  advertising  “is  sell¬ 
ing  his  birthright  for  a  $20  bill.” 

The  temperance  group  said  that 
Station  WCBR,  Waltham,  Mass., 
which  also  announced  that  it  would 
try  to  break  the  line  against  hard 
liquor  advertising  has  made  no 
further  policy  announcements.  Pre¬ 
sumably  the  station  is  still  trying 
to  obtain  liquor  ads,  the  Methodist 


“and  more  millions  are  spiritually 
insulated  from  church  contact.” 

Pointing  out  the  need  for  a 
“mobile  wide-ranging  ministry-at- 
large,”  Dr.  Morse  said  that  churches 
must  provide  mission  services  in 
such  fields  as  survey  and  research, 
architecture,  techniques  of  church 
organization,  strategy  and  planning 
and  in  the  radio-TV  ministry. 

He  noted  that  responsibility  for 
ministry  to  the  populations  which 
physically  or  socially  are  outside 
the  boundaries  of  all  organized 
parishes  has  always  been  recog¬ 
nized  but  has  not  always  had  ef¬ 
fective  attention. 

“The  nature  of  present  objectives 
demands  a  strengthening  of  co¬ 
operative  processes,”  Dr.  Morse  said. 
“We  need  common  understandings, 
common  policies  and  strategies, 
common  resources  for  research  and 
specialized  service,  and  mutual  re¬ 
inforcement  in  all  our  work.” 


Charges  Persecution 
In  Latin  America 
‘Hard  Reality 

Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  A  Protes¬ 
tant  missionary  leader  said  here 
that  “Roman  Catholic  persecution 
of  Protestant  Christians  in  Latin 
America  is  a  hard  reality  that 
should  disturb  deeply  all  freedom- 
loving  people.” 

Dr.  Jerome  J.  Fussell,  missions 
editor  of  the  Evangelical  and  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  said  “the  full  story 
of  what  Protestant  Christians  have 
been  called  to  bear  at  the  hands  of 
fellow  Christians  in  Latin  America 
represents  one  of  the  darkest  chap¬ 
ters  in  modern  church  history.” 

He  made  the  statement  in  a  com¬ 
ment  on  news  reports  of  remarks 
by  the  Rev.  Harold  N.  Auler,  Sr., 
veteran  E  &  R  missionary  in  Hon¬ 
duras,  to  newsmen  following  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  International  Mis¬ 
sions  in  Cleveland,  O. 

Dr.  Fussell’s  statement  was  re¬ 
leased  in  New  York  by  the  E  &  R 
Office  of  Communication,  which 
said  that  Mr.  Auler  had  called  the 
news  reports  a  “misquotation.”  The 
missionary  was  reported  to  have 
said  persecutions  of  Protestants  in 
South  America  were  “greatly  exag¬ 
gerated.” 

In  his  statement  Dr.  Fussell  de¬ 
clared  that  “far  from  being  exag¬ 
gerations,  the  full  story  has  not  be¬ 
gun  to  be  told.  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  that  persecutions  of  Protestant 
Christians  have  occurred  and  are 
continuing  in  Latin  America.” 

“While  persecution  does  not  oc¬ 
cur  in  all  Latin  America  and  while 
it  fluctuates  in  those  countries 
where  it  is  found,  it  is  none  the  less 
a  dangerous  reality,”  he  said.  “As 
long  as  it  continues,  religious  lib¬ 
erty  will  remain  in  jeopardy.” 
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Editorial 


Passing  Of  China’s  Family  System 


SOME  of  the  best  informed  sources  are  now  saying  that  one  of 
the  great  social  revolutions  of  all  tunes  is  now  underway  in 
Red  China.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mao,  large  segments  of 
the  Chinese  mainland  people  are  being  organized  into  groups  which 
are  called  “communes”  which  consists  of  a  surrender  by  force  of 
family  ties  with  large  numbers  of  people  who  are  herded  together  in 
work  forces.  Various  labor  groups  form  the  basis  of  groups  within 
the  larger  commune,  with  strict  discipline  over  the  entire  commune 
the  main  order  of  the  day.  This  is  all  especially  significant  since 
for  many,  many  generations,  the  family  unit  in  China  has  been  the 
mainstay  of  Chinese  society. 

This  reveals,  of  course,  something  of  the  extent  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  which  Red  China  is  now  undergoing.  It  also  reveals  some¬ 
thing  of  the  power  which  the  present  regime  exercises  over  the 
Chinese  people.  Reports  persist  that  what  is  left  of  the  Christian 
church  in  Red  China  is  a  marked  departure  from  what  had  been 
brought  to  be  by  generations  of  Christian  missionaries  who  had 
labored  so  faithfully  for  Christ. 

Just  what  will  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  communal  system 
being  given  a  trial  in  Red  China  remains  to  be  seen.  Reports  have 
leaked  out  that  here  and  there  rebellions  have  broken  out  against 
the  system  only  to  be  put  down  by  extensive  use  of  force.  The 
passing  of  a  system  in  which  the  family  institution  had  played  such 
a  large  role  would  not  be  without  difficulty. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  other  nations  close  by  to  Red  China 
which  Mao  would  like  to  see  brought  under  the  influence  of  Red 
China  will  see  in  the  introduction  of  the  communial  system  such  a 
revulsion  that  they  would  never  willingly  allow  the  influence  of 
Red  China  to  grow  within  their  own  borders. 

Wishes  For  The  New  Year 

S  we  face  the  New  Year  with  all  of  its  uncertainty,  the  hopes 
of  the  world’s  millions  soar  high  with  eager  expectations. 
It  matters  little  that  few  of  the  high  hopes  of  one  year  ago 
have  been  realized  during  1958.  Hope  continues  to  feed  the  soul 
of  man  as  he  contemplates  the  future. 

Perhaps  the  most  universal  wish  among  men  today  is  for  peace, 
the  lessening  of  tensions  between  nations,  especially  between  the 
West  and  East.  The  year  1958  brought  little  to  comfort  man  at 
this  point.  Indeed,  spectacular  advances  made  in  nuclear  weapon 
developments  and  space  rockets  have  served  to  heighten  man’s  ap¬ 
prehension  that  sooner  or  later  the  worse  will  happen.  Military 
budgets  continue  to  be  raised  and  hardly  is  one  trouble  spot  eased 
but  what  another  spot  half  way  around  the  globe  becomes  a  focal 
spot  of  tension.  Yet,  in  spite  of  these  matters,  desire  for  peace  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  living  professed  hope  among  peoples  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  As  long  as  there  is  such  hope,  there  are  grounds  for 
believing  peace  can  indeed  become  a  reality. 

Looking  at  the  situation  closer  at  hand,  we  believe  that  there 
is  a  wish  by  most  people  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  for  a  peaceful 
settlement  of  the  racial  unrest  which  has  been  a  source  of  much 
tension  in  these  two  states  during  1958.  The  past  year  really  brought 
little  encouragement.  If  anything,  relationships  between  the  races 
involved  and  between  groups  within  races  have  worsened.  Yet, 
in  spite  of  this  situation,  and  even  in  spite  of  differences  in  points 
of  view,  we  believe  that  for  the  most  part  there  is  a  genuine  wish 
that  1959  will  see  the  bringing  of  much  improvement  in  solving 
this  problem.  And  as  long  as  there  is  such  hope  among  many  of 
the  people  involved,  there  are  grounds  for  believing  that  here,  too, 
there  can  be  a  lessening  of  tension. 

One  might  also  wish  that  those  who  constitute  the  Christian 
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fellowship  might  come  to  have  a  greater  influence  for  the  cause 
of  moral  and  civic  righteousness  than  has  been  true  in  the  past. 
1958  has  been  no  different  than  many  other  years  in  that  while  the 
numerical  strength  of  organized  Christianity  is  at  an  all  time  high, 
its  ultimate  influence  on  society  has  been  less  potent.  Crime  rates 
continue  to  climb,  consumption  of  beverage  alcohol  continues  at  a 
high  rate,  corruption  in  high  places  clouds  political  and  industrial 
horizons,  and  Americans  have  become  preoccupied  with  conquer¬ 
ing  outer  space  and  less  occupied  with  man’s  inner  lives.  Yet, 
Christian  people  continue  to  pray  and  hope  that  Christians  will 
exercise  an  influence  on  society  in  keeping  with  their  numerical 
strength.  As  long  as  there  is  such  hope,  there  are  grounds  for  be¬ 
lieving  that  here  too  a  great  advance  can  be  made. 

These  and  other  wishes  come  to  men’s  minds  as  we  enter  a 
New  Year  and  extend  best  wishes  to  one  another.  But  we  have  all 
discovered  that  it  is  simply  not  enough  to  wish,  to  hope.  Fulfill¬ 
ment  of  our  fondest  wishes  exacts  from  each  of  us  much.  What 
can  we  then  do  to  fulfill  these  wishes? 

We  can  become  more  informed.  We  can  extend  the  range  of 
our  vision  on  international  matters  as  we  learn  more  and  more 
about  the  larger  world  which  is  becoming  more  and  more  real  with 
the  passing  of  each  year.  Especially  do  we  need  to  learn  more  of 
the  real  facts  about  situations  even  closer  at  home  where  too  often 
judgements  spring  more  from  prejudice  than  from  facts  and  ob¬ 
jective  points  of  view. 

Finally,  the  Church  and  the  Christian  Faith  which,  we  believe, 
are  the  only  real  hope  for  the  ultimate  fulfillment  of  our  dreams 
and  aspirations  must  be  embraced  as  never  before.  There  is  not 
a  problem  any  nation  or  individual  faces  which  cannot  be  solved 
through  an  application  of  the  Christian  Faith.  Unless  our  hopes 
inspire  us  to  greater  commitment  of  self  to  Christ  and  His  Church, 
peace,  racial  harmony  and  greater  influence  will  never  become  a 
reality. 
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THE  CARROLLTON  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
New  Orleans,  held  its  Christmas  Carol  Pro¬ 
gram  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Dec.  19. 
The  choir  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Doro¬ 
thy  French.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

E.  H.  NUNN,  resident  manager  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cisville  Paper  Company,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  St.  Francisville  Methodist  Church  on 
Thursday  evening,  Nov.  20.  Rev.  Marshall  C. 
Paine  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  TRACY  ARNOLD,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  speaker 
at  the  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Pilot  Club 
at  the  Washington-Youree  Hotel  on  Thursday, 
Nov.  20.  Mrs.  Elma  Wylie,  chairman  of  the  pub¬ 
licity  committee,  was  in  charge  of  the  program. 

A  LIVING  MANGER  SCENE  was  presented 
Tuesday,  Dec.  23,  from  7:00  to  10:00  p.  m., 
by  members  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  where  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is 
pastor. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  preached  at  both 
of  the  morning  worship  services  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  23.  His  subject  was  “Lord,  Give 
Me  a  Thankful  Heart.”  Rev.  George  M.  Harbuck 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  a 
luncheon  at  The  Wesley  Foundation  of 
Northeast  State  College,  Monroe,  recently.  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  pastor  of  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe  is  the  Wesley  Foundation  direc¬ 
tor,  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Mason  is  program  direc¬ 
tor. 

A  DRAMATIC  VESPER  SERVICE  was  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  on 
Sunday  evening,  Dec.  14.  A  program 
“Christmas  in  Many  Lands”  was  presented  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Durwood  Griffin.  At  the 
close  of  the  Play  “White  Gifts”  for  the  Method¬ 
ist  Home  Hospital  were  placed  on  the  altar.  Dr. 
G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  SENIOR  CHOIR  of  the  Napoleon  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans,  present¬ 
ed  an  hour  of  Christmas  music  at  the 
church  on  Dec.  14.  The  choir,  under  the  direction 
of  William  G.  Koonce,  sang  Christmas  carols  and 
anthems.  Mrs.  Bertrand  Kiern  played  selected 
prelude,  offertory  and  postlude  numbers  for  the 
occasion.  Rev.  Don  Alverson  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


MISS  LOUISE  KLEIN  SCHMIDT,  sister  of  the 
Rev.  William  D.  Kleinschmidt,  a  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
passed  away  at  a  New  Orleans  hospital  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  Dec.  4.  Miss  Kleinschmidt  was  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Kindergarten  Department  of  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church  School 
where  she  had  been  an  active  worker  for  some 
37  years. 

REV.  R.  R.  BRANTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Lafayette  District,  was  speaker  at  the 
Union  Thanksgiving  Service  of  Abbeville 
on  Thursday  morning,  Nov.  27.  The  service  was 
held  at  the  Methodist  Church  with  Rev.  James 
M.  Terrell,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
presiding.  There  was  special  music  by  the  com¬ 
bined  choirs  of  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
choirs. 

CONSTRUCTION  has  begun  on  the  new  par¬ 
sonage  for  the  Haynesville  Methodist 
Church.  Cortez  Wise,  Jr.,  of  Colquitt  is  the 
builder.  The  building  committee  is:  Maxwell  H. 
Miller,  Shirly  Bond,  Ralph  Lowe,  Mrs.  Lannie 
Lowe,  and  Mrs.  B.  M.  Watters.  Dave  Nichols  is 
giving  valuable  assistance  in  the  building  of  the 
new  parsonage  also.  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  HENRY  CAIN  of  DeRidder  spoke  on 
Methodist  Missions  at  the  Maplewood  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  16.  She 
was  accompanied  by  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cain  have  recently  returned  from  a  world  tour, 
their  second.  Mrs.  Cain  has  been  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  for  many  years.  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  is 
pastor  of  the  Maplewood  Church. 

A  WHITE  CHRISTMAS  program  centered 
around  sharing  and  giving  was  observed 
in  the  Children’s  Division  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria  on  Sunday 
Dec.  14.  The  special  program  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  K.  V.  Donaldson  and  Mrs. 
Everett  Wilkins.  In  the  service  gifts  of  fruit, 
nuts,  candy,  toys,  and  books  were  placed  on  the 
altar  for  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton.  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CHRISTMAS  CANTATA  entitled,  “The 
Song  of  Christmas”  was  presented  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe,  on 
Sunday  evening,  Dec.  21,  under  the  direction  of 
Henry  Camp.  Vocal  soloists  were:  Mrs.  Tommy 
Spurlock,  Miss  Molly  May,  Mrs.  Roy  Brooks, 
Mrs.  Arthur  Craig,  Mrs.  Earl  Cox  and  Tommy 
Spurlock.  A  Christmas  play,  entitled,  “The  Ques¬ 
tion”  was  given  by  the  Youth  Departments  of 
the  Church  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  14.  Rev.  W.  D. 
Milton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  GLENDON  MESSER,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Amite,  delivered  the 
Thanksgiving  Message  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  for  the  annual  Community  Wide  Thanks¬ 
giving  Service.  “Is  There  a  Need  for  Thanks¬ 
giving  Now?”  was  the  title  of  the  message.  The 
choir  was  directed  by  Rev.  O.  B.  Robertson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  the  scrip¬ 
ture  and  prayer  was  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  Walter 
Swetnam,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

JIM  DORMAN  is  the  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Gretna  Methodist 
Church.  Others  elected  to  serve  with  Mr. 
Dorman  include  John  Brown,  vice-president  and 
program  chairman;  Dean  Kelley,  secretary;  Don 
Robertson,  treasurer;  Bob  Casteel,  reporter  and 
publicity.  The  Men’s  Club  was  organized  at  a 
meeting  on  Nov.  18  when  Rev.  Howard  Daugh- 
enbaugh,  Sr.,  presented  the  aims  and  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Men’s  Club.  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  J.  W.  FISCUS,  author  and  noted  speaker 
on  prayer,  conducted  services  at  First 
Methodist  and  Noel  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  the  week  of  Nov.  16.  First 
Church  Chapel  services  were  held  Monday  and 
Wednesday  evenings,  and  a  service  at  10:00  a.  m. 
Tuesday  morning.  Services  were  held  at  the  Noel 
Church  at  7:30  p.  m.  on  Tuesday.  Dr.  Fiscus  ’s 
minister  of  a  Christian  Church  in  Antlers,  Okla. 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  First  Church 
and  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  is  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial 
Church. 

EV.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  JR.,  pastor  of 
North  Side  and  Moss  Bluff  Methodist 
Churches  in  Lake  Charles,  preached  at  both 
morning  worship  services  of  the  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  at  the  request 
of  the  delegates  from  the  Carrollton  Church  who 
attended  the  last  Annual  Conference.  He 
preached  the  sermon  he  gave  at  the  Conference 
session  because  the  delegates  liked  it  so  much 
they  wanted  it  repeated  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
congregation.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowdon  is  the  son 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bowdon.  Dr.  Bowdon  is  pastor 
of  the  Carrollton  Church. 

DR.  JAMES  W.  SELLS,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  has  been  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  recently  conducting  a 
series  of  clinics  for  rural  churches  on  “Program 
Planning  and  Problem  Solving.”  The  clinics  are 
arranged  to  give  a  graphic  interpretation  of 
basic  beliefs  of  a  Methodist,  of  how  the  local 
church  is  organized  and  how  work  is  to  be  done. 
Dr.  Sells  has  been  interested  in  rural  churches 
for  a  number  of  years  and  has  seen  some  of  the 
most  effective  work  done  by  the  rural  churches 
in  America.  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  superintendent 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

A  BRIEF  CEREMONY  was  held  on  the  lawn 
of  First  Methodist  Church  of  Homer 
Thanksgiving  morning  at  10:45  a.  m.  in 
celebration  of  the  last  payment  on  the  debt  in¬ 
curred  in  the  erection  of  the  church’s  education 
building.  This  victory  celebration  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  the  successful  completion  of  a  drive 
begun  one  year  ago  to  raise  $42,000  by  this 
Thanksgiving,  according  to  O.  P.  Pearson,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  church.  In 
charge  of  arrangements  for  this  ceremony  was 
H.  C.  McCalman,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  building 
committee.  The  elderly  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  were  honored  in  this  service,  and  the 
general  public  was  invited.  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Fraser 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  seven  youth  and  children’s 

CHOIRS  of  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport,  presented  a  service  of  sacred 
Christmas  music  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  14. 
All  the  choirs  entered  the  sanctuary  singing 
the  processional,  “Christmas  Song”  by  Gustav 
Holst.  The  Kindergarten  and  Primary  1  and  2 
Choirs,  led  by  Miss  Carolyn  Sager,  began  the 
program  with  a  group  of  songs.  The  remaining 
choirs,  under  the  direction  of  Jim  Lamberson, 
presented  a  Christmas  Cantata  by  Joseph  Clokey 
and  Hazel  Jean  Kirk  entitled  “Childe  Jesus.” 
Featured  in  the  Cantata  were  many  well  known 
carols  such  as  “O  Come  Emmanuel,”  “The  First 
Noel,”  and  “O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


FOR  SUCCESS  IN  THE  NEW  YEAR 


If  I  were  to  ask  how  many  of  you  desire  to  make  a  success  of  the 
New  Year,  you  would  think  what  a  silly  and  stupid  question.  Of 
course,  we  all  want  to  succeed.  The  urge  to  amount  to  something 
is  born  in  us.  The  child  without  ambition  is  like  a  watch  with  a 
broken  spring.  If  players  were  not  eager  to  win,  there  would  be  no 
zest  in  our  games.  But  what  is  it  to  succeed?  What  is  “good  suc¬ 
cess,”  as  the  Bible  uses  the  term? 

Certainly  we  can  say,  first  of  all,  that  good  success  must  be 
inspired  by  a  good  motive.  Ambition,  which  as  we  have  said  is 
essential  to  zestful  living,  can  be  devilish  as  well  as  godly.  And 
when  the  desire  to  succeed  is  only  the  urge  to  self-advancement,  it 
does  play  the  devil.  Self-assertiveness  to  be  healthy  must  lose  itself 
in  the  welfare  of  larger  groups. 

When  a  boy  goes  to  school,  he  enters  into  the  life  and  interests 
of  the  school.  If  he  trains  for  the  football  team,  it  makes  a  great 
difference  whether  he  is  out  to  be  a  star  performer  attracting  glory 
to  himself  or  whether  he  is  a  team  player.  The  fellow  that  plays  to 
the  grandstand,  however  brilliant,  does  not  become  popular  with 
those  who  know.  The  chief  value  of  the  school  and  college  athletics, 
in  fact  of  all  school  loyalties,  is  to  expand  the  success  patterns  of 
youth  to  include  interests  beyond  themselves. 

When  a  person  finishes  his  formal  schooling,  he  sets  out  to  get 
a  job.  In  this  he  desires  to  succeed.  He  says,  “I  want  to  make  some¬ 
thing  of  myself.”  Surely  that  seems  a  worthy  motive,  but  is  it  quite 
an  adequate  one?  Some  years  ago  a  middle-aged  Boston  surgeon  said 
to  Dean  Sperry  of  Harvard:  “It  has  taken  me  half  my  life  to  find 
out  that  my  task  in  life  is  not  to  make  something  of  myself  but  to 
find  a  job  that  is  worth  doing  and  then  to  lose  myself  in  it.” 


The  surgeon’s  statement  recalls  a  conversation  reported  between 
Herbert  Spencer  and  Thomas  Huxley,  two  of  the  nineteenth  century’s 
most  eminent  leaders  of  thought.  Spencer  said,  “I  suppose  that  all  one 
can  do  with  one’s  life  is  to  make  one’s  mark  and  die.”  Huxley  re¬ 
plied:  “It  is  not  necessary  to  make  one’s  mark;  all  one  needs  do  is 
to  give  a  push.”  The  person  who  is  so  interested  in  something  good 
that  he  wants  to  give  it  a  push  forward  whether  he  makes  his  mark 
or  not  is  manifesting  a  very  godly  motive.  Perhaps  we  should  be 
realistic  and  admit  that  very  few  of  us  even  in  the  pulpit  are  com¬ 
pletely  unselfish  in  our  ambitions  but  something  inside  us  responds 
to  such  a  high  motive. 

The  decisive  question,  we  see,  in  our  desire  to  win  is:  for  whose 
sake?  Do  we  wish  to  succeed  for  the  sake  of  ourselves?  That  is  bad. 
Or  do  we  wish  to  succeed  for  the  sake  of  our  family,  our  school,  our 
work,  our  nation?  That  is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes.  But  do  all  these 
loyalties  lead  to  some  sovereign  loyalty  which  gives  plan  and  purpose 
to  our  lives? 

Observe  this  centralizing  sovereign  ambition  in  the  case  of  a  man 
of  the  last  century.  A  Scottish  lad  began  to  work  in  a  cotton  factory 
at  the  age  of  10  and  toiled  there  for  ten  years.  He  was  eager  to  im¬ 
prove  himself  and  he  studied  at  night  gaining  some  knowledge  of 
Latin  and  Greek.  He  studied  some  medicine  and  listened  to  theological 
lectures.  He  did  not  show  marked  promise  as  a  student,  but  he  had 
a  desire  to  preach.  Invited  to  speak  on  one  occasion  in  the  kirk, 
he  forgot  his  text  after  he  entered  the  pulpit.  In  great  embarrassment 
he  announced  to  the  congregation  that  he  could  not  preach.  After  the 
service  the  elders  met  to  tell  him  that  he  should  go  back  to  school 
and  better  equip  himself  or  else  quit  the  ministry.  The  young  man 
did  study  some  more.  And  then  he  offered  himself  as  a  missionary 
to  Africa.  There  he  labored  for  30  years.  He  wore  himself  out  in 
service  to  the  African  natives  and  after  indescribable  hardships  died 
of  exhaustion.  His  heart  was  taken  out  and  buried  by  a  tree  in 
Africa,  but  his  body  was  brought  back  to  Britain  and  interred  among 
England’s  immortals  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

Did  David  Livingstone,  for  that  was  his  name,  have  ambition? 
Yes,  but  his  desire  was  to  succeed  with  others — not  over  others.  Liv¬ 
ingstone  has  been  called  by  many  England’s  greatest  hero  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Why?  Because  he  fulfilled  the  words  of  his 
Lord,  “He  that  is  greatest  among  you  is  he  that  serves.” 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


and  observed  that  a  good  many 
people  got  onto  it,  though  it  was 
plainly  marked,  “no  thoroughfare, 
dead  end.”  Of  course  all  mistake 
makers  had  to  turn  back  and  get 
out  where  they  got  in.  Some  sourly 
blamed  the  street  for  being  there, 
but  the  majority  good  humoredly 
blamed  their  own  carelessness.  They 
were  good  sports  about  it. 

A  dead  end  street  has  its  uses, 
but  they  are  very  limited.  It  is  a 


good  place  for  getting  out  of  fast 
traffic  and  noise,  and  enjoying 
physicr  1  quiet  and  safety  without 
any  special  alertness  or  effort.  But 
it  is  no  place  for  business. 

That  is  about  the  way  it  is  in  life. 
There’s  a  lot  of  dead  ends  that  lead 
to  nothing  of  value.  They  are  pret¬ 
ty  well  marked  by  the  experience 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  us, 
but  we  all  tend  to  get  on  them  at 
times. 

One  of  the  most  meaningful  state¬ 
ments  of  Jesus  about  himself  is 
this:  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and 
the  life.”  Some  scholars  translate  it, 
“I  am  the  real  and  living  way.”  Use 
either  translation  you  wish  and  the 
message  vibrates  with  life.  There 
is  nothing  “dead”  about  it,  and 
there  is  no  suggestion  of  an  end 
short  of  God.  Following  Him  is  a 
way  that  leads  to  a  grand  destina¬ 
tion  and  there  are  numerous  way 
stations  with  rich  rewards  to  the 
traveler.  It  offers  a  deeper  quiet, 
peace  and  safety  than  any  dead  end 
street. 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


“Electronic  Brain” 

And  Human  Brain 

On  a  recent  trip  to  Philadelphia. 
I  paid  a  visit  to  an  old  friend  who 
holds  a  position  of  high  responsi¬ 
bility  with  the  Curtis  Publishing 
Company.  During  the  visit  we 
went  to  see  the  “Electronic  Brain” 
which  that  great  company  has  in¬ 
stalled  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
time  on  many  of  its  intricate  opera¬ 
tions.  When  I  came  into  the  room, 
the  marvelous  machine  (it  is  really 
a  number  of  small  machines)  was 
“thumbing  through”  a  subscription 
list  of  over  three  million  names  and 
finding  those  subscriptions  that  had 
expired.  After  picking  out  the 
names,  it  was  going  to  address  en¬ 
velopes  and  mail  letters  to  this  list, 
soliciting  renewals.  I  was  almost 
enchanted  as  I  watched  the  fabu¬ 
lous  monster  that  occupies  the  floor 
space  of  a  small  house.  It  was 
weaving  through  the  names  on 
about  ten  tape  recorded  lists  at  the 
same  time.  In  the  center  of  the 
room  was  a  console  with  lights 
blinking  like  a  dozen  Christmas 
trees,  each  light  denoting  a  certain 
operation  that  was  necessary  for  the 
successful  operation  of  the  machine. 
Center  and  most  important  unit  of 
the  whole  mechanism  is  the  “mem¬ 
ory,”  a  unit  about  as  big  as  a  bushel 
basket  and  looking  like  a  square, 
man-made  spider  web.  Myriads  of 
small  wires  cross  and  criss-cross, 
each  one  seeming  to  have  a  small 
coil  wound  around  it  in  different 
places.  Into  this  section  of  the 
machine  the  “instructions”  had 
been  fed,  so  that  during  the  opera¬ 
tion  that  I  was  observing,  it  was 
doing  this  special  job  that  its  “mem¬ 
ory”  had  been  “told"  to  do.  Later 
on  the  master  operator  could  re¬ 
move  those  instructions  from  the 
memory  coils  and  write  others  into 
it,  thus  guiding  the  total  operation 
into  some  other  and  equally  as¬ 
tounding  piece  of  work,  and  at 
speeds  of  from  400  to  2000  transac¬ 
tions  per  minute. 


I  could  spend  much  more  time 
describing  this  “fabulous  monster” 
which  cost  over  three  million  dol¬ 
lars,  but  it  might  become  tiring  to 
some  readers.  Besides,  the  “brain” 
is  still  not  human.  It  is  only  an 
electronic  robot  capable  of  carrying 
out  only  the  instructions  of  the 
master  operator.  It  cannot  do  any 
thinking  for  itself.  It  only  creates 
or  reads  records  and  instructions 
that  are  “fed”  into  it. 

Neither  can  it  correct  mistakes 
that  humans  make.  If  a  single 
card  is  punched  improperly,  the 
machine  can  work  for  days,  piling 
up  thousands;  even  millions;  of  in¬ 
correct  actions  or  solutions. 

As  I  look  at  this  “fabulous  mon¬ 
ster,”  though,  I  realized  that  de¬ 
spite  its  state  of  mysterious  perfec¬ 
tion  in  operation,  it  still  was  creat¬ 
ed  by  human  beings.  Men  and 
women  like  you  and  me  had  put  it 
together  and  were  operating  and 
maintaining  it.  If,  then,  humans 
can  comprehend  such  perfection  of 
operations  and  translate  their  ideas 
into  such  a  marvelous  machine, 
why  cannot  God  do  things  infinite¬ 
ly  greater?  After  all,  man  did  no 
more  than  to  harness  the  laws  of 
mechanics  and  electricity  to  create 
the  machine.  But  who  created 
those  laws  except  God  ...  I  came 
away  from  the  room  with  a  sense 
of  awe  for  God  who  created  such  a 
wonderful  universe,  crossed  and 
criss-crossed  with  orderly  laws  of 
operation  that  guarantee  us  a  stable 
surrounding;  a  universe  where 
great  planets  are  guided,  while  mil¬ 
lions  of  small  stars  find  their 
places  with  accuracy  that  has  con¬ 
founded  men  for  thousands  of  years 
.  .  .  That  same  God  gave  us  the 
ability  to  do  many  wondrous  things 
that  are  being  done  today.  The  day 
of  miracles  is  not  past.  God  still 
does  countless  things  far  more 
wonderful  than  man  ever  did.  And 
best  of  all,  He  is  the  same  God  who 
has  time  to  hear  your  and  my 
prayers,  and  to  love  us  enough  to 
send  His  Son  to  die  for  our  sins. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching/'  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  January  11,  1959:  WHAT  DOES  DISCIPLESHIP  COST? 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  19:16-26;  LUKE  18:18-2 7.  LESSON 
TEXT,  MARK  10:17-27 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  What  is  impossible  with  men  is  possible  with  God. 
Luke  18:27 


Last  Sunday  we  studied  the  miracle  Jesus 
performed  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  of  Transfigu¬ 
ration  shortly  after  that  marvelous  mountain- 
top  experience.  Following  this  miracle,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  Jesus  with  His  disci¬ 
ples  went  south  to  Caperneum  in  Galilee  and, 
from  there,  went  further  south  and  crossed  the 
Jordan  river  into  Perea  to  the  east  of  the  Jordan. 

The  incident  regarding  the  rich  young  ruler 
related  in  our  lesson  text  for  today  is  recorded 
in  three  Gospels,  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke.  In 
each  of  these  three  Gospels,  the  incident  of 
mothers  bringing  their  children  to  Christ  for 
blessings  immediately  preceded  the  lesson  for 
today. 

The  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  reads,  “And 
when  he  (Jesus)  was  gone  forth  into  the  way, 
there  came  one  running,  and  kneeled  to  him.” 
We  call  this  individual,  “the  rich,  young  ruler” 
since  Luke’s  Gospel  says  he  was  rich  and  a  ruler 
and  Matthew  says  he  was  young. 

Good  Master 

This  young  man  came  running  to  Jesus  and 
Knelt  before  Him  saying  “Good  Master.”  The 
Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  New  Testament, 
in  each  of  the  three  Gospels  that  record  the  in¬ 
cident,  has  the  young  man  addressing  Jesus  as 
“Teacher.” 

There  seems  to  be  a  gentle  rebuke  in  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  He  says,  “Why  call  ye  me 
good?  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is  God.” 
In  this  statement  Jesus  was  reflecting  the  com¬ 
mon  belief  and  opinion  of  the  Jews  that 
only  God  was  really  good.  They  reflected  the 
claim  of  Jesus  that  He  was  God’s  Son  and  hence 
godlike.  Jesus  was  challenging  the  young  man 
to  examine  his  own  words  and  really  determine 
whether  he  thought  Jesus  was  “good”  and  hence 
the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God. 

In  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  in 
each  of  the  three  Gospels  the  young  man  ad¬ 
dresses  Jesus  as  Master.  In  the  Revised  Stan¬ 
dard  Version  each  time  he  is  made  to  say  Teach¬ 
er.  Nevertheless,  whether  Jesus  understood  him 
to  call  Him  Master  or  Teacher,  neither  of  these 
words  necessarily  embodies  a  conception  of  the 
fact  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah.  That  could  have 
been  the  reason  for  this  unusual  reply  by  Jesus. 

What  Shall  I  Do? 

In  asking  the  question,  “What  shall  I  do 
that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life?”  the  young  man 
was  again  reflecting  an  opinion  common  among 
the  Jews  that  religion  consisted  of  things  you 
do.  The  Jew  did  not  think  of  religion  as  some¬ 
thing  that  comes  into  the  inner  life  of  a  man  and 
makes  a  new  individual  with  new  purposes, 
plans  and  ideals.  For  the  Jew,  religion  was  sim¬ 
ply  doing  the  things  required  by  the  law  of 
Moses. 

As  a  result  of  this  conception  of  religion, 
the  Jews  tried  to  reduce  all  requirements  of 
religion  to  a  formula.  He  scrupulously  kept  the 
Sabbath  because  it  had  been  definitely  stated 
that  the  Sabbath  day  must  be  kept  holy.  He 
would  tithe  his  income,  even  to  the  tenth  of  the 
herbs  in  his  garden,  because  he  had  been  told 
that  the  tenth  belonged  to  God.  It  was  this  idea 
among  the  Jews  that  caused  Peter  to  ask  Jesus 
one  day,  “How  oft  shall  my  brother  sin  against 
me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till  seven  times?”  Peter 
thought  he  was  being  quite  generous  in  suggest¬ 


ing  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  forgive  seven 
times  in  order  to  fulfill  the  law.  The  reply  of 
Jesus  was,  “I  say  not  unto  thee,  until  seven 
times:  but  until  seventy  times  seven.”  Jesus  was 
saying  that  true  forgiveness  is  a  matter  of  atti¬ 
tude  and  not  arithmetic. 

The  young  man  was  expecting  Jesus  to  name 
some  certain  thing  that  he  could  do  which  would 
automatically  bring  satisfaction  and  eternal  life. 
Instead,  Jesus  outlined  a  way  of  life  which  is 
motivated  from  within  rather  than  some  laws 
that  govern  from  without.  Jesus  said  to  the 
young  man,  “Go  .  .  .  sell  .  .  .  give  .  .  .  come  .  .  . 
take  up  cross  .  .  .  follow  me.”  It  was  a  new  way 
of  life  that  involved  the  consecration  of  the 
whole  of  self  that  Jesus  suggested. 

Keep  The  Commandments 

The  immediate  reply  of  Jesus  to  the  young 
man’s  question  was,  “Keep  the  commandments.” 
That  is  what  a  Jewish  rabbi  would  have  told 
him  and  possibly  had  told  him  more  than  once. 
Jesus  made  this  statement  to  the  young  man 
simply  to  cause  him,  by  a  review  of  his  life,  to 
see  how  inadequate  such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  for  one  who  is  seeking  the  deeper  satis¬ 
factions  of  religion. 

The  futility  of  such  a  course  was  plain  to 
the  inquirer  immediately  and  he  said  to  Jesus, 
“Master,  all  these  have  I  observed  from  my 
youth  up.”  Perhaps  the  young  man  was  a  little 
boastful  in  making  such  a  statement.  However, 
it  was  quite  evident,  even  to  himself,  that  obey¬ 
ing  laws,  most  of  them  negative,  did  not  bring 
the  inner  satisfaction,  religiously,  which  he  de¬ 
sired.  He  felt,  without  changing  his  way  of  life, 
that  there  must  be  some  great  thing  he  could  do, 
possibly  bordering  on  the  heroic,  that,  by  the 
doing,  he  would  “inherit”  eternal  life.  Eternal 
life  is  not  something  that  we  can  “inherit”  as  a 
right;  it  is  an  unmerited  gift  from  God.  It  is  Paul 
who  says  “The  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the 
GIFT  of  God  is  eternal  life.” 

One  Thing  Thou  Lackest 

After  the  young  man’s  boastful  declaration 
that  he  had  kept  the  commandments  from  his 
youth,  he  closed  that  statement  with  a  question, 
recorded  in  Matthew,  “What  lack  I  yet?”  The 
statement  in  our  lesson  text,  by  Jesus,  “One 
thing  thou  lackest”,  is  a  direct  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  young  ruler. 

Jesus  knew  that  the  young  man  did  not 
know  the  first  letter  of  unselfish  consecration 
of  himself.  Like  a  great  physician,  Jesus  made  a 
diagnosis  of  the  young  man’s  case  and  put  his 
finger  directly  on  the  real  sore  spot  in  his  life — 
his  possessions.  The  doctor,  presses  his  finger 
here  and  there,  and  asks  “Is  it  sore  there?”  Since 
Jesus  knew  the  inner  life  of  the  man,  there  was 
no  need  for  questions;  He  simply  prescribed  a 
remedy. 

Jesus  knew  that  the  young  man’s  possessions 
were  the  consuming  interest  in  his  life  and  that 
he  would  never  be  able  to  live  a  consecrated  life 
•until  this  absorbing  interest  had  been  removed. 
It  was  then  that  Jesus  said,  “One  thing  thou 
lackest:  go  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast, 
and  give  to  the  poor.” 

Riches  And  The  Kingdom 

Jesus  made  a  personal,  individual  diagnosis 
of  the  needs  of  people  whom  He  was  trying  to 
help.  Nicodemus  was  also  a  ruler.  He  came  to 


Jesus  for  help  religiously.  Jesus  said  to  him, 
“Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  Jesus  put  his  finger  on  the 
sore  spot  in  the  life  of  the  Samaritan  woman  at 
the  well  when  He  said,  “Go  call  thy  husband.” 
Since  she  had  had  five  husbands,  she  immedi¬ 
ately  saw  that  she  was  all  mixed  up  in  her  moral 
life.  Jesus  said  to  the  woman  taken  in  adultry, 
“Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  go  and  sin  no 
more.”  To  the  paraletic,  who  was  healed  of  bod¬ 
ily  ills  and  whose  sins  were  forgiven,  Jesus  sim¬ 
ply  said,  “Arise,  take  up  thy  bed,  and  go  into 
thine  own  house.”  To  the  man  out  of  whom 
Christ  cast  a  “legion”  of  devils,  Jesus  said  “Go 
home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them  how  great 
things  the  Lord  hath  done  for  thee.” 

Jesus  had  no  set  formula  for  instructing 
penitents.  His  instructions  were  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  individual.  The  only  time,  so  far 
as  the  Record  goes,  that  Jesus  ever  told  anyone 
to  sell  all  of  his  possessions  in  order  to  be  His 
follower  was  in  His  instructions  to  this  rich 
young  ruler.  It  just  happened  that  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  great  wealth  was  his  big  handicap  and 
the  advice  of  Jesus  was  adapted  to  his  real  need. 

The  Bible  does  not  condemn  the  possession 
of  wealth  per  se.  Abraham  was  a  very  wealthy 
man  in  his  day.  David  was  surrounded  with 
the  wealth  that  would  attend  the  greatest  king 
Israel  ever  had.  Down  through  the  centuries 
here  have  been  men  and  women  of  wealth  who 
have  been  towers  of  strength  in  kingdom  build¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  the  possession  of  wealth,  properly 
acquired,  that  is  condemned  but  the  improper 
use  of  material  possessions.  In  the  case  of  the 
young  ruler,  Jesus  was  not  so  much  concerned 
about  the  fact  that  he  possessed  wealth;  it  was 
the  fact  that  Jesus  knew  his  wealth  possessed 
him.  It  is  not  the  possession  of  money  that  is 
the  “root  of  all  evil.”  It  is  the  LOVE  of  money, 
whether  one’s  possessions  be  large  or  small.  One 
is  good  or  bad  not  according  to  his  wealth  or 
poverty  but  according  to  the  motives,  purposes 
and  ideals  that  govern  his  life. 

His  Countenance  Fell 

When  Jesus  revealed  to  this  young  man  the 
moral  cancer  that  was  destroying  his  possibili¬ 
ties  for  a  great  life,  the  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  says,  “His  countenance  fell,  and  he  went 
away  sorrowful;  for  he  had  great  possessions.” 

This  young  ruler’s  countenance  was  not  the 
only  thing  that  fell  that  day.  He  himself  fell. 
The  look  on  his  countenance  may  have  changed 
but  we  have  no  record  that  he  ever  recovered 
from  the  moral  downfall  he  experienced  that 
day.  His  aspirations  for  eternal  life  and  his 
ideals  that  caused  him  to  kneel  at  the  feet  of 
the  Master  and  ask  for  His  advice  about  life 
also  seemed  to  fall  apart  as  he  “turned  away 
sorrowful.”  “He  went  away”  the  Record  says. 
We  are  reminded  of  what  John  says  about  Judas 
when  he  left  the  fellowship  of  Christ  and  the 
disciples,  at  the  Last  Supper,  and  went  out  to 
bargain  with  the  enemies  of  Jesus.  John  says, 
“He  then  having  received  the  sop  went  immed¬ 
iately  out:  AND  IT  WAS  NIGHT.”  It  was  night 
for  Judas  in  more  ways  than  one,  as  he  turned 
away  from  the  Master. 

Who  Then  Can  Be  Saved? 

When  the  young  man  turned  away  from 
Jesus,  our  Lord  said  to  His  disciples,  “How  hard 
it  will  be  for  those  who  have  riches  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  (RSV)  This  “astonished”  the 
disciples  because,  according  to  Jewish  belief, 
the  possession  of  wealth  was  considered  evi¬ 
dence  of  special  favor  of  God.  Hence,  in  amaze¬ 
ment,  they  asked  Jesus,  “Who  then  can  be 
saved?”  They  were  thinking,  “If  people  whom 
God  has  blessed  with  wealth  are  not  able  to 
enter  the  kingdom,  who  can  enter?” 

In  our  lesson  text,  King  James.  Version, 
Jesus  changed  this  statement  some  when  He 
saw  the  astonishment  on  the  face's  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples.  Jesus  then  said,  “Children,  how  hard  is 
It  for  them  THAT  TRUST  IN  RICHES  to  enter 
the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Jesus  had  just  taught  the  young  ruler  that 
he  could  not  “inherit”  eternal  life  as  a  result  of 
his  good  works.  He  was  not  saying  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  that  one  cannot  “inherit”  the  kingdom 
because  he  has  great  possessions.  Rich  or  poor, 
old  or  young,  the  complete  surrender  of  life  to 
the  will  of  God  is  the  one  hope  of  salvation. 
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ANNUAL  SIMULTANEOUS 


January  11th  Through  January  18th,  1( 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


To  our  Methodist  People  in  Ark.  ai 


Subscription  Quota  1002 

B.  W.  Siallcup 

District  Director 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Paul  M.  Bumpers 

District  Superintendent 

Social  change  and  adjustment  demand  an  informed  faith  and  enlightened  churchman- 
ship.  Toward  this  end  we  are  fortunate  to  have  the  ministry  of  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST.  Let  us  provide  every  Methodist  family  with  the  opportunity  to  receive 
the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  because  our  people  want  this  splendid  publication  with 
its  helpful  editorials,  state,  national  and  world  church  news,  and  program  helps. 

— Paul  M.  Bumpers 


Subscription  Quota  1494 

W.  Henry  Goodloe 
District  Director 


Roy  I.  Bagley 


Ethan  Dodgen 


CONWAY  DISTRICT 

Harold  O.  Eggensperger 

District  Superintendent 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  helping  to  inform  persons  throughout  our  state  of 
the  great  work  of  our  beloved  Church.  This  religious  paper  also  encourages  and 
inspires  people  to  accept  the  opportunities  to  serve  Christ  and  their  fellowmen 
through  the  various  causes  represented  by  The  Methodist  Church.  I  sincerely  urge 
Methodist  families  to  subscribe  for  and  regularly  read  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 

— Harold  Eggensperger 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1166 

Roy  L.  Bagley  Frank  Jones 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  filling  a  very  vital  need  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 

Its  weekly  visits  to  the  home  of  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  keeps  us  informed  as  to 
the  work  of  the  Church  in  our  State  and  the  broader  ministry  of  the  Church.  Every 
Methodist  home  ought  to  have  this  paper. — Roy  I.  Bagley 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1177 

Raymond  L.  Franks  Alf  A.  Eason 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Arkansas  Methodists  need  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST ! — Raymond  Franks 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1995 

Ethan  W.  Dodgen  G.  B.  Ames 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

It  seems  to  me  that  THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  essential  in  the 
promotion  of  our  work  and  vital  in  our  religious  life  and  experience  in  these  days  of 
crisis  and  confusion.  As  we  face  our  tasks  and  seek  an  abiding  faith  "The  Methodist” 
is  a  source  of  help  and  strength. — Ethan  W.  Dodgen 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1393 

Elmer  J.  Holifield  N.  Lee  Cate 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

We  appreciate  the  contribution  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  makes  in  promoting 

the  work  of  the  Church  in  the  Jonesboro  District.  We  read  it  because  the  articles  are 
of  interest,  and  because  we  need  the  information  it  gives  us. — Elmer  J.  Holifield 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1119 

J.  Albert  Gatlin  Wm.  A.  Stewart 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Once  more  we  have  the  privilege  of  enlisting  support  for  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 
This  effort  should  be  one  of  joy  for  we  have  a  paper  that  is  held  in  highest  esteem — 
not  only  in  Arkansas  but  across  the  Church.  I  am  sure  that  once  again  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  will  be  one  that  will  inspire  the  Editor  and  staff  and  all  of  us. — J.  Albert  Gatlin 

SEARCY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1147 

E.  G.  Kaetzell  Sam  Auslam 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  do  not  see  how  any  Methodist  family  can  be  without  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
in  their  home.  To  me  it  seems  a  "must”  in  order  to  keep  abreast  with  the  program 
of  our  Conference  and  our  church. — E.  G.  Kaetzell 


From  time  to  time  during  each  year  it 
me  to  make  appeals  concerning  the 
Church.  One  cause  of  which  I  can  alw 
enthusiasm  is  that  of  the  annual  Cam 
scriptions  to  the  ARKANSAS  METHOD 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  fine 
being  printed  today.  Wherever  the  MET 
we  find  devcted  and  effective  church 
I  trust  that  when  we  get  the  reports  fr 
this  year,  which  will  come  in  the  week 
18,  we  will  have  the  largest  number 
we  have  ever  had. 


Harold  O. 
Eggensperger 


Sincerely 


LITTLE  RO 


Raymond  L. 
Franks 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRIC 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superinlenden 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  tru 
informed  Methodist  when  he  reads 


T.  T.  McNeal 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


W.  Neill  Hart 

District  Superintendent 


E.  J.  Holifield 


Multiplied  millions  of  people  around 
expression  and  enlightened  reading, 
tunate  than  the  fact  that  so  many  in 
for  a  little  bit  of  time  each  week  and 
ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHOD® 
informed  about  the  program  and  mi 
local  happenings  so  dear  to  us  all 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


Robert  B.  Moore 

District  Superintendent 


Every  Methodist  home  in  the  Hop 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  Our  fan: 
guide  available.  I  urge  our  people  to 
Moore 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


R.  B.  Moore 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 


1 — - — - - — ~ — 

Campaign  In  Local 

Watch  Reports  Of 

Church 

Campaign 

1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a  new 

subscription  or  renewal  for  your  church 
paper  during  the  week  of  Circulation 

Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  January 

Campaign. 

29th  for  a  full  report  by  Districts  and  by 

2.  Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  19th,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to  the 

Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Circulation 

office  of  publication  in  Little  Rock,  of  the 
results  of  the  Campaign. 

Campaign  as  received  the  week  of  January 

3.  Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be  re- 

18th  through  January  24th. 

ported  as  soon  as  complete. 

— — — - - - - — - . 

E.  D.  Galloway 

District  Superintendent 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  contml 
informed  and  strong  Methodism  in 
needed  in  every  Methodist  home  for 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 

District  Superintendent 


Kenneth  L. 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  the 
Methodists  are  proud  of  it  and  support 
assistant.  January  11  to  18  is  a  most 
L.  Spore 


Spore 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 


E.  Clifton  Rule 

District  Superintendent 


The  importance  of  the  ARKANSAS 
year  to  year.  There  ought  not  be  a  M1 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  GIVES  ONE  WEEK 
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AREA  UNITES  IN 
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CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 

.  .  .  .  With  Goal  Of  35,000  Subscribers! 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


FERENCE 

lption  Quota  1126 

Braska  Savage 
District  Director 

per.  Every  Methodist  is  a  better 
S  METHODIST.— T.  T.  McNeal 

iption  Quota  1891 

W.  Miller 
District  Director 

e  deprived  the  privilege  of  free 
c.  But  perhaps  not  more  unfor- 
e  the  door  on  themselves;  when, 
nny  a  day,  they  could  through  the 
st  of  religious  literature  and  keep 
reat  Church.  Yes,  and  even  the 


ption  Quota  1202 

■is  Sorrells 
District  Director 


uld  subscribe  for  and  read  the 
ian  literature  and  every  spiritual 
ANSAS  METHODIST.— Robert  B. 


ption  Quota  2734 

n  B.  Hays 
District  Director 

dispensable  publication  for  a  well 
r  that  reason,  it  is  particularly 
ar. — E.  D.  Galloway 


W.  Neill  Hart 


ption  Quota 


938 


>orne  White 
District  Director 


11  of  its  kind,  anywhere.  Arkansas 
edly.  No  pastor  can  have  a  better 
ek— for  our  work  ahead. — Kenneth 


ption  Quota  .  1314 

vin  A.  Hale 
District  Director 

°ur  Methodist  homes  grows  from 
Without  it  in  1959.— E.  Clifton  Rule 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


Subscription  Quota  .  1086 

J.  J.  Caraway 

District  Director 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent 

What  a  man  sees  determines  what  he  is.  Only  Methodists  who  see  the  total  program 
of  the  Church  can  become  the  finest  Methodists  and  make  the  best  possible  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  Informed  Methodists  are  better  Methodists  and  better 
Christians.  Read  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  to  keep  yourself  informed. 

— A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

D.  W.  Poole 

Dislricl  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota  2295 

M.  Dave  Felder 

Dislricl  Director 


R.  R.  Branton 


We  need  to  keep  informed  about  what  our  church  is  doing,  and  plans  to  do.  We  need 
inspiration.  We  need  desperately  to  pray  and  study  to  find  the  will  of  God  for  our 
lives.  We  believe  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  help  in  all  these  areas  and 
aid  each  of  us  individually  and  collectively  to  more  effectively  follow  and  more 
intimately  know  our  Christ. — D.  W.  Poole 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1101 

R.  R.  Branton  Kirby  Vining 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  long  since  made  a  place  of  usefulness  for  itself 
in  the  total  program  of  the  church,  and  is  now  an  established  institution  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  The  people  who  are  subscribers  know  its  value,  but  the  coming  campaign 
should  seek  not  only  renewal  of  subscription  from  those  who  are  loyal  supporters, 
but  also  the  enlistment  of  all  Methodist  families.— R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1287 

Sam  Nader  Kenneth  McDowell 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  “a  tie  that  binds”  all  Christian  hearts  in  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  other  kindred  places  in  continuing  fellowship,  acquired  and  inspired. 
Many  readers  will  tell  you  that  it  is  “a  voice  in  the  wilderness,”  at  this  time  when 
the  assertion,  “You  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free”  is  being 
everywhere  challenged. — Sam  Nader 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1626 

James  T.  Harris  L.  Gray  Wilson 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  continues  to  be  a  wonderful  source  of  information  and 
inspiration  for  our  church  people.  Surely  every  pastor  in  the  Monroe  District  will  do 
his  best  to  exceed  the  quota  of ,  subscriptions  for  his  charge. — James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1616 

Henry  A.  Rickey  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  most  effective  denominations  in  the  country  today  make  large  use  of  their 
Church  papers.  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  won  for  itself  a  place  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  We  should  subscribe  to  it;  read  it;  and  send  in  news  articles. 

— Henry  A.  Rickey 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1387 

Luman  Douglas  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  one  of  cur  best  publications.  The  reader  of  this 
paper  is  aware  of  the  news  of  Methodism  in  our  Conference  and  Area,  and  around 
the  world.  It  should  go  to  every  Methodist  home  in  Louisiana.— Luman  E.  Douglas 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  2598 

Jolly  B.  Harper  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  meets  a  need  which  cannot  be  met  in  any  other  way 
in  our  Church.  It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  all  of  the  families  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  will  have  it  coming  regularly. — Jolly  B.  Harper 


D.  W.  Poole 


Sam  Nader 


Henry  A. 
Rickey 


Jolly  B. 
Harper 


E.  Clifton  Rule 


The  Subscription 
Price  $2.00 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the  Edi¬ 
tor  to  send,  as  a  minimum,  one  subscription 
for  every  3  members  reported  to  the  last 
Annual  Conference  session,  the  price  is  $1.50 
per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications  in 
Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than  $2.00  and 
most  of  them  sell  for  more. 


The  Quota  And 
The  Goal 

The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge  or 
District,  new  subscribers,  plus  renewals,  plus 
subscriptions  not  due,  equal  one  subscription 
for  each  nine  active  members  in  the  Charge 
or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 


TS  CHURCH  PAPERS  .  . .  JAN.  11  Through  JAN.  18, 1959 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


YOUTH  NEWS  -  Devotion  -  Promotion 


Fayetteville  Church 
Plans  Mission  Study 
During  January 

The  Commission  on  Missions  of 
the  Fayetteville  Central  Methodist 
Church,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Hook,  is  making  plans 
for  the  adult  mission  study  on  Sun¬ 
day  evenings  at  6:00  during  Janu¬ 
ary.  The  study  this  year  is  “Hawaii 
and  Alaska— -Christian  Concern  of 
North  American  Neighbors.” 

Youth  will  carry  forth  the  themes 
“The  Middle  East”  and  “Christian 
Concern  of  North  American  Neigh¬ 
bors.” 

The  Children  will  study  two  em¬ 
phases  —  “Alaska  and  Mexico.” 
These  studies  will  be  integrated  into 
the  Sunday  morning  sessions  dur¬ 
ing  January  and  February. 

Leadership  Courses 
For  Schools 
Of  Missions 

Plans  for  conference  schools  of 
missions  should  be  made  well  in  ad¬ 
vance.  The  Rev.  M.  Earl  Cunning¬ 
ham,  director  of  the  Department  of 
Leadership  Education  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church,  Board  of 
Education,  is  laying  groundwork  for 
the  co-ordination  between  confer¬ 
ence  executive  secretaries  of  boards 
of  education  and  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  offices  in  the 
use  of  leadership  education  courses 
in  the  1959-60  schools.  Executive 
secretaries  have  received  a  list  of 
recommended  prospective  instruc¬ 
tors,  prepared  by  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service  for  use 
in  jurisdictional  ‘and  conference 
schools  of  missions. 

Courses  concerned  with  the  na¬ 
tional  and  world  annual  missions 
themes  for  1959-60  will  be  offered. 
The  national  theme,  “The  Church’s 
Mission  in  Town  and  Country,”  is 
course  152  in  the  1959  Manual  for 
Christian  Workers’  Schools  (700-B); 
the  world  theme,  “Africa,”  is  the 
topic  of  course  153.  There  are  also 
courses  in  the  subjects  for  special 
studies  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  "The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs” 
and  “The  Gospel  of  Luke.”  Courses 
and  their  textbooks  are  listed  in  the 
1959  manual,  which  will  be  avail¬ 
able  from  the  office  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  board  of  education  by  January 
1. 


Oratorio  On  Record 

A  recording  by  the  original  per¬ 
formers  of  The  Invisible  Fire,  the 
oratorio  based  on  experiences  of 
John  Wesley,  is  available  on  33  1/3- 
rpm  record.  The  first  performance 
of  the  oratorio  was  on  New  Year’s 
Eve,  1957,  at  the  Quadrennial  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement  Conference 
at  the  University  of  Kansas,  Law¬ 
rence.  _ 

The  principal  voices,  the  National 
Methodist  Student  Movement  Cho¬ 
rus,  and  members  of  the  Kansas 
City  Philharmonic  Orchestra  are 
conducted  by  Thor  Johnson,  director 
of  orchestral  activities  at  North¬ 
western  University,  Evanston,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  former  conductor  of  the 
Cincinnati  Symphony  Orchestra. 

The  music  was  composed  by  Ce¬ 
cil  Effinger.  The  text  is  by  Tom  F. 
Driver,  based  on  documents,  letters, 
and  journals  of  the  Wesley  family, 
John  Wesley’s  sermons,  and  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  Hymns  of  Charles 
Wesley  have  also  been  used. 


Adult  Classes 
Help  Support 
World  Service 

World  Service  is  the  united  way 
of  giving  in  The  Methodist  Church. 
The  amount  required  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  program  of  the  World  Service 
agencies  is  twelve  million  dollars 
annually.  This  goal  can  be  met  only 
through  the  gifts  of  millions  of 
Methodists. 

Many  adult  classes  in  the  church 
school  are  giving  special  attention 
to  the  observance  of  World  Service 
Sunday,  February  22,  for  they  real¬ 
ize  that  their  giving  should  be  in¬ 
telligent  and  meaningful.  The  reali¬ 
zation  that  each  person  who  gives 
to  World  Service  is  having  a  defi¬ 
nite  part  in  many  forms  of  service — 
Christian  education,  theological 
schools,  missions,  evangelism,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  homes,  printing  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  Bibles,  lay  activities, 
world  peace,  ministerial  training, 
production  of  audio-visual  re¬ 
sources,  social  and  economic  rela¬ 
tions,  specialized  leadership  activi¬ 
ties,  temperance,  pensions — proves 
satisfying.  Several  sources  of  ma¬ 
terial  such  as  The  Church  School, 
The  Methodist  Story,  the  Discipline, 
World  Service  Sunday  leaflets, 
filmstrips,  motion  picture  films,  re¬ 
cordings,  and  special  speakers  are 
being  explored  by  these  adult 
groups.  It  is  believed  that  use  of 
these  resources  will  result  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  of  World  Service 
and  an  increase  in  purposeful  giving 
to  the  work  of  Methodism  at  home 
and  around  the  world. 

The  way  in  which  the  resources 
mentioned  above  are  used  by  adult 
groups  will  depend  largely  on  the 
conditions  and  needs  of  the  group. 
For  example,  in  a  church  where  all 
the  adults  meet  together  for  wor¬ 
ship  each  Sunday,  the  general  wor¬ 
ship  service  appearing  in  The 
Church  School  may  serve  as  a  basis 
for  a  worship  experience  related  to 
World  Service.  Many  adult  groups 
plan  their  own  programs,  utilizing 
the  various  resources  mentioned. 
Distribution  of  the  World  Service 
Sunday  leaflets  one  week  before  the 
offering  is  taken  will  give'  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  church  school  mem¬ 
bers  to  prayerfully  consider  the 
needs  of  the  board  or  agency  to  be 
supported  by  the  gifts.  Helpful  dis¬ 
cussions  in  class  sessions  may  result 
from  reading  these  leaflets. 

World  Service  should  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  first  claim  upon  benev¬ 
olence  giving  by  adults  in  the 
church  school.  The  Methodist 
Church  has  seventeen  general 
boards  and  agencies  through  which 
it  works  in  the  world.  When  we 
pool  our  resources  the  total  service 
accomplished  by  these  agencies  is 
tremendous.  Through  our  gifts  to 
World  Service  we  provide  direction 
and  means  for  the  thousands  of 
Methodist  churches  around  the 
world  to  work  as  one  unit  in  their 
attempt  to  share  in  God’s  purposes. 
Let  us  continue  to  give  through 
World  Service,  the  united  way  of 
Methodism. _ 

Youth  and  adult  classes  and  fel¬ 
lowship  groups  will  find  benefit  and 
inspiration  in  this  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  America’s  cultural  and 
religious  life.  Records  may  be  ord¬ 
ered  from  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee,  or  from  The  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  serving  you. 
The  cost  is  $4.95. 


The  Youthfiil 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

Why  Get  Educated? 

It  was  late  in  the  night.  Sixty  col¬ 
lege  men  were  engaged  in  a  warm 
and  stimulating  discussion  with  the 
visiting  minister  in  the  lounge  of 
the  men’s  dormitory.  The  collegians 
represented  a  half-a  hundred  com¬ 
munities  in  the  central  states  area 
around  the  campus  of  Kansas  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  located  at  Salina, 
Kansas.  We  were  sharing  together 
in  one  of  the  unscheduled  sessions 
of  a  v"ery  busy  Religious  Emphasis 
Week  last  month.  We  had  about  run 
the  gamut  of  possible  subjects  for 
this  session  of  “batting  the  breeze”, 
from  atomic  energy  to  compulsory 
chapel,  when  one  of  the  fellows 
raised  the  question  of  why  people 
came  to  college.  He  directed  the 
question  to  yours  truly,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  suggest  a  couple  reasons 
he  believed  to  be  basic. 

He  said  girls  came  to  college  to 
get  a  husband  and  boys  came  there 
to  get  a  degree  because  a  college 
degree  represented  a  greater  chance 
at  material  security.  Just  like  that. 
No  further  reasons  needed,  he  im¬ 
plied. 

Now  I  have  nothing  against  eith¬ 
er  of  these  elements  of  our  culture. 
Money  I  have  never  had  much  of, 
marriage  I  thoroughly  approve  and 
enjoy.  But  is  this  the  motive  for 
going  to  college?  He  indicated  his 
marriage  comment  was  on  the  fa¬ 
cetious  side,  though  college  does 
prove  to  be  a  “match  factory”  for 
many  couples.  But  he  was  serious 
in  assessing  money  as  the  basic  mo¬ 
tivation  for  the  average  collegian 
being  on  campus. 

Let’s  grant  his  point — for  he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  much  to  support  it.  But, 
why  do  youth  assume  college  is 
good  because  it  is  the  direction  of 
material  security?  Is  it  because  the 
church  and  the  home  have  failed  to 
help  them  see  that  there  are  many 
things  in  life  which  money  cannot 
buy?  Money  or  a  college  degree  do 
not  buy  happiness — they  may  help, 
but  of  themselves  they  do  not  as¬ 
sure  happiness.  Indeed  they  may  be 
the  cause  for  unhappiness.  Shouldn’t 
one’s  college  experience  help  him 
in  the  direction  of  maturity  so  his 
motivation  in  life  will  be  that  of 
service  rather  than  to  be  served? 
College  can  help  him  in  each  phase 
of  the  maturing  process:  it  can  help 
him  grow  intellectually;  it  can  help 
him  develop  his  social  personality; 
it  can  be  the  place  in  which  spiri¬ 
tually  he  becomes  mature  in  Chris¬ 
tian  faith. 

Many  youthful  readers  of  this  col¬ 
umn  are  looking  forward  to  college 
experiences.  It  may  well  be  a  heal¬ 
thy  thing  for  you  to  take  a  look  at 
your  reasons  for  wanting  to  go  to 
college.  Seems  to  me  that  financial 
security  is  not  sufficient  reason  for 
the  sacrifices  that  are  going  to  be 
demanded  of  dad  and  mother  for 
you  to  go  to  college.  And  material 
security  is  so  flimsy  and  fleeting 
that  few  people — even  the  really 
rich,  ever  actually  arrive  at  secur¬ 
ity. 

Seems  to  me  that  college  is  worth 
while  more  so  because  it  helps  us 
secure  those  things  that  money  can¬ 
not  buy.  If  you  want  to  know  what 
Jesus  had  to  say  about  this  area  of 
life,  get  out  your  New  Testament 
and  read  Matthew  6:19-33. 


Nat’l  Youth  Conf. 
Hopes  For  6,000 
In  Attendance 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (MI) — Leaders 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  are  hoping  for  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  6,000  at  the  quadrennial 
National  Convocation  of  Methodist 
Youth  to  be  held  August  24-28,  1959, 
at  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 
Ind. 

Theme  of  the  convocation  will  be 
“Man’s  Need  and  God’s  Action,”  it 
was  announced  by  the  Rev.  John 
Hassler,  Director  of  Youth  Work  for 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Hassler 
said:  “Registration  is  by  quota  ad¬ 
ministered  through  Conference  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Youth  and  State  Method¬ 
ist  Student  Movement  Directors.  No 
registration  can  be  accepted  by  the 
National  Convocation  Office.  Con¬ 
tact  your  conference  or  state  direc¬ 
tor  for  further  information.  Cost  of 
the  Convocation  is  thirty-five  dol¬ 
lars.” 

The  National  Conference  office  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  has  released  “The 
Call  to  the  Convocation,”  which 
says  in  part: 

“In  a  day  characterized  by  indi¬ 
vidual  loneliness,  timid  conformity, 
and  loss  of  purpose  in  living;  in  a 
world  experiencing  a  revolution 
made  explosive  by  rising  new  na¬ 
tions  and  declining  world  powers; 
in  a  nation  dissatisfied  with  tradi¬ 
tional  values  and  unsure  of  new;  in 
an  age  when  the  sciences  have  ex¬ 
tended  and  exhalted  man’s  place 
and  power;  the  National  Conference 
of  Methodist  Youth  calls  a  National 
Convocation  of  Methodist  Youth  to 
proclaim  once  more  that  the  God 
who  spoke  in  his  creation,  prophecy, 
Christ,  and  Church  speaks  in  per¬ 
sonal,  cultural,  and  international 
crises  of  this  time.” 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Keener 

Camp  Keener  Sub-district  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  met  at 
Eudora,  November  24,  at  7:30  p.  m. 

A  program  on  Thankfulness  was 
presented  by  the  Eudora  MYF. 
Talks  on  Freedom,  Protection,  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools,  Families,  Recreation, 
and  God  were  presented  as  evi¬ 
dences  of  our  need  to  be  Thankful. 

Crossett,  Hamburg,  Lake  Village, 
and  Eudora  were  represented.- 

The  December  meeting  will  be 
The  Watch  Night  Party  and  pro¬ 
gram  beginning  with  a  dinner  at 
Rose  Inn  in  Crossett.  John  Hassler, 
Conference  Youth  Director  will  be 
the  guests,  as  well  as,  directing  the 
recreation. 

Betsy  Pylate,  reporter 


M.Y.F.  NEWS 

Amite 

The  first  Interest  Share  on  the 
new  Camp  Istrouma  Methodist 
Camp  purchased  in  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Amite,  La.  was 
bought  by  the  Intermediate  M.Y.F. 
The  vote  to  buy  a  Church  Camp  for 
themselves  was  unanimous.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elton  Watson  are  counsellors 
for  the  group. 
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Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 


Mrs.  Arrington 

To  Address 

New  Orleans  District 

The  New  Orleans  District  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  truly  feel  honored  that  they  will 
have  as  their  guest  speaker,  Mrs. 
Paul  Arrington  of  Jackson,  Miss., 
when  the  New  Orleans  District  Wide 
Meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  convenes  on  Jan. 
15th,  1959,  at  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  5875  Canal  Blvd.,  at  10:30 
a.m. 

Mrs.  Paul  Arrington,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  served  on  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  16  years;  first 
Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation;  Vice  President 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  for  8  years; 
visited  Methodist  work  in  Puerto 
Rico  and  six  South  American  coun¬ 
tries;  Delegate  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Brazil;  to  the  World 
Council  meeting  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  to 
the  World  Methodist  Assembly  in 
Oxford,  England,  and  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.  Carolina. 

At  present,  she  is  serving  as  Vice 
President  of  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women;  member  of  the 
U.  S.  Executive  Committee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council;  member 
of  the  National  Women’s  Planning 
Committee  for  the  International 
Christian  University,  Tokyo,  Japan; 
also  very  active  in  Y.W.C.A.  and 
Women’s  Federated  club  work. 

Mrs.  Carl  Gallager  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

Societies  Hold 
Christmas  Parties 

Cotton  Plant 

The  members  of  the  Cotton  Plant 
Woman’s  Society  held  their  annual 
Christmas  party  at  the  church 
Tuesday,  Dec.  16.  The  luncheon 
was  served  in  the  dining  room. 

The  program  was  presented  in  the 
auditorium  led  by  Mrs.  Horace 
Arthurs,  who  welcomed  members 
and  guests,  read  the  scripture  and 
offered  prayer. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Sturdivant  of  Mc- 
Crory  gave  highlights  of  her  recent 
trip  to  Europe.  Mrs.  Sidney  Banks, 
music  teacher  in  the  school  system, 
presented  a  quartet  of  high  school 
girls:  Misses  Linda  Lou  Parnell, 
Sandra  Tarkington,  Anita  Powell 
and  Wanda  Hunsucker,  who  sang 
three  carols. 

Gifts  were  exchanged  from  a 
gaily  lighted  tree.  Guests  were  Rev. 
A.  W.  Harris,  pastor,  Mrs.  Bob  Til- 
lar,  Mrs.  Sturdivant  and  Mrs.  Vance 
Thompson  of  McCrory. 


Mt.  Ida 

Mrs.  Sol  Swindle  entertained  ap¬ 
proximately  20  ladies  of  the  Mount 
Ida  Society  with  a  Christmas  Lunch¬ 
eon  at  her  Mountain  Lodge,  Decem¬ 
ber  16.  Beautiful  arrangements  car¬ 
rying  out  the  holiday  theme  dec¬ 
orated  the  lodge.  The  invocation 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Otto  Linniemier. 

Following  the  luncheon,  the  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  Bill  Brakefield,  presided 
over  the  brief  business  meeting.  She 
then  presented  Mrs.  Joe  Hunter  who 
gave  the  devotional  using  the  Nativ¬ 
ity  story  from  Luke. 

Instead  of  the  usual  exchange  of 
gifts,  each  member  placed  a  gift  of 
money  under  the  tree  to  be  used  in 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Bethlehem  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  met  at  the 
church  December  2  for  its  regular 
meeting  with  15  members  and  three 
guests  present. 

The  program  was  led  by  Mrs. 
Lillian  Hayes,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Ward,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Lela 
Smith  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Martin.  Mrs. 
Lillian  Tedford  led  the  group  in 
Christmas  Carols  and  hymns. 

Presents  were  exchanged  with  the 
name  of  secret  pal  being  revealed. 
Mrs.  Lela  Smith  is  president. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Gilbert  Methodist 
Church  entertained  the  choir  with 
a  turkey  dinner  at  the  church  De¬ 
cember  17,  prior  to  choir  practice, 
for  the  Christmas  Cantata  which  the 
choir  gave  December  21.  Rev.  R. 
K.  Friedrich  is  pastor  of  Gilbert- 
Bueof  Charge. 


Mrs.  R.  K.  Friedrich  “borrowed” 
a  quartet  and  accompanist  from  the 
choir  of  the  Gilbert  Methodist 
church  when  she  had  charge  of  the 
program  for  the  December  meeting 
of  the  Gilbert  Woman’s  Club,  which 
met  in  Mrs.  W.  A.  Turnbough’s 
home. 

Mrs.  Friedrich  had  prepared  a 
most  interesting  paper  on  the  origin 
of  some  of  our  best  loved  Christmas 
carols  and  other  popular  Christmas 
songs.  The  reading  was  interspersed 
with  songs  by  the  quartet,  who 
were,  Miss  Barbara  Dearing,  Miss 
Mary  Bostick,  Mr.  John  Murphy, 
and  Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrich,  as  well  as 
songs  by  the  entire  group.  Miss 
Diane  McBride  accompanied  them 
on  the  piano.  Mrs.  Friedrich  sang 
as  a  solo,  “Silver  Bells.” 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  Miss  Jane  Tumbough’s 
decoration  of  the  Christmas  tree,  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  bottom  branches,  and 
continuing  to  the  topmost  branch, 
ending  with  an  angel,  as  the  read¬ 
ing  progressed.  Then  the  lights 
were  turned  on  the  tree,  displaying 
Christmas  gifts  to  be  exchanged 
around  the  tree. 


NEWS  IN  THE  WORLD 
OF  RELIGION 

Today,  as  at  no  other  period  in 
its  history,  the  Protestant  church 
is  faced  with  the  necessity  for  sheer 
physical  extension,  it  is  being  point¬ 
ed  out  by  Dr.  Meryl  Ruoss,  of  New 
York,  an  executive  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  He  says  that 
Protestantism  should  add  at  least 
2,000  churches  a  year  to  accommo¬ 
date  population  growth.  Besides,  it 
needs  churches  in  places  where 
people  never  lived  before  and  new 
churches  where  Protestants  never 
lived  before.  A  bill  for  such  expan¬ 
sion  would  be  close  to  half  a  billion 
dollars  a  year  for  land  and  build¬ 
ings,  he  notes.  This  would  not  in¬ 
clude  needed  expansion  of  existing 
facilities. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Church  has  called  a  na¬ 
tional  conference  of  Methodist  rural 
leaders  to  make  plans  for  “more 
effective  programs  and  organiza¬ 
tion”  of  the  Church  to  lead  in  the 


further  decorating  the  Church  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall. 

Mrs.  Hunter  closed  the  meeting 
with  a  Christmas  prayer. 


Once  Japanese  Prisoner 

Methodist  Bishop  Ward  Dies  At  76 

Hong  Kong  (RNS)— American-born  Methodist  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward, 
who  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  life  in  China  and  was  imprisoned  in  a 
Japanese  concentration  camp  for  over  three  years  during  the  war,  died 
here  at  the  age  of  76.  His  death  was  attributed  to  rheumatic  fever,  com¬ 
plicated  by  a  chronic  infection  caused  by  ill-treatment  while  imprisoned. 

Regarded  as  one  of  China’s  most  experienced,  widely-respected  and 
devoted  Methodist  missionaries,  Bishop  Ward  had  retired  in  1952,  but  was 
re-activated  in  1956  and  assigned  to  work  in  Hong  Kong  and  Formosa.  He 
was  on  close,  friendly  terms  with  Generalissimo  and  Madame  Chiang  Kai- 
shek 

It  was  announced  that,  following  the  funeral,  the  remains  of  Bishop 
Ward  would  be  cremated  and  the  ashes  flown  to  the  United  States  for 
interment  in  the  family  plot  at  Leroy,  Ohio,  where  the  veteran  missionary 
was  born. 

Bishop  Ward  was  educated  at  the 
Lorain,  Ohio,  high  school  and  in  1903 
was  graduated  from  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  in  Delaware.  In  1906  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  and 
in  1909  assigned  to  China  by  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
former  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  U.S.  For  the  first  seven 
years  he  served  as  superintendent 
of  the  Foochow  district  of  the  South 
China  Methodist  Conference. 

In  1916,  Bishop  Ward  returned  to 
the  United  States  and  for  the  next 
12  years  held  various  administrative 
and  promotional  positions  in  the 
field  missions,  with  headquarters  in 
New  York.  Among  his  posts  was 
that  of  associate  executive  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Centenary  Move¬ 
ment,  in  which  $108,000,000  was 
given  for  Methodist  missions  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Again  sent  to  China  in  1925, 

Bishop  Ward  served  for  three  years 
as  president  of  the  Anglo-Chinese 
College  in  Foochow.  In  1928  he  was 
recalled  to  the  United  States  as 
executive  secretary  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Conservation  and  Advance  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


BISHOP  RALPH  A.  WARD 


soldiers  released  him  from  an  in¬ 
ternment  camp  near  Peiping. 

During  his  confinement,  Bishop 
Ward  was  subjected  to  severe 
torture  to  force  him  to  “confess”  to 
being  an  American  “spy.”  On  one 
occasion  he  was  strapped  to  a  table 
and  his  tormenters  steadily  dropped 
water  into  his  nostrils.  On  another 
he  was  placed  on  a  wet  floor,  given 
intermittent  electric  shocks,  and 
burned  with  cigarette  butts. 


with  offices  in  Chicago. 

Bishop  Ward  began  his  third  and 
longest  term  in  China  about  1935, 
when  he  was  appointed  city  mis¬ 
sionary  for  Methodist  work  in  Nan¬ 
king,  then  the  capital  of  China.  In 
1937,  he  was  elected  Bishop  of  West 
China,  and  four  years  later  became 
Bishop  of  Shanghai,  with  a  jurisdic¬ 
tion  extending  throughout  the  lower 
Yangtze  River  Valley.  He  had  the 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  first 
two  Americans  elected  bishop  by 
Chinese  co-religionists. 

Bishop  Ward  was  presiding  at  a 
session  of  the  Mid-China  Methodist 
Conference  when  war  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  the  United  States. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Japanese  late  in  1942  and  was  held 
until  September,  1945,  when  Allied 


rapidly  growing  development  of 
rural  and  small-town  America.  This 
“National  Methodist  Town  and 
Country  Conference”  will  be  held 
in  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  21,  22,  23, 
and  24,  of  1959.  Cooperating  in  the 
plans  for  the  Conference  are  a  spe¬ 
cial  bishops’  committee  on  town  and 
country  work,  of  which  Bishop  Ed¬ 
win  E.  Voigt,  of  South  Dakota,  is 
chairman,  and  the  department  of 
town  and  country  of  the  Division  of 
National  Missions,  of  which  Dr. 
Glenn  F.  Sanford,  is  director.  Dr. 
John  Baxter  Howes,  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  is  program  chairman. 


Although  weakened  by  malnutri¬ 
tion  and  prolonged  illness,  Bishop 
Ward  quickly  recuperated  in  Peip¬ 
ing  and  insisted  on  remaining  in 
China  long  enough  to  help  in  re¬ 
organizing  Chinese  Methodist  after 
the  war.  After  a  year’s  rest  in  the 
United  States,  he  went  back  to 
China  and  stayed  on  the  mainland 
four  more  years,  the  last  year  and 
a  half  under  the  new  Communist 
regime. 

Leaving  the  mainland  in  1951  at 
the  urging  of  Chinese  friends  and 
associates,  Bishop  Ward  came  to 
Hong  Kong  to  work  among  refugees. 
During  the  last  five  years  he  led  in 
establishing  and  strengthening 
Methodist  educational,  social,  medi¬ 
cal  and  evangelistic  work  both  in 
Hong  Kong  and  Formosa.  Among 
the  institutions  he  helped  to  estab¬ 
lish  or  re-establish  were  Wesley 
Village  in  Hong  Kong;  a  hillside 
settlement  for  mainland  refugees; 
Soochow  University  on  Formosa; 
and  Methodist  churches  in  Hong 
Kong  and  in  Taipei,  Taichung  and 
Tainan  on  Formosa. 

Bishop  Ward  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Katherine  Boeye, 
another  Methodist  missionary  in 
China  whom  he  married  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  the  former 
Mildred  Worley,  in  1947.  Other 
survivors  include  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Douglas  Sargent  of  London, 
England,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Lyles  of 
Spartanburg,  S.  C. 
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1  fill  I  TO  PRAYER  AND 

it  tilLL  TO  PARTICIPATION  IN  THE  SIMULTANEOUS  PROGRAM  OF 


nation  Evangelism 

IN  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

- ★ - 


A  STATEMENT  BY  BISHOP  MARTIN: 


At  no  time  in  the  history  of  The  Methodist  Church  have  we  felt  more 
keenly  the  challenge  uttered  by  our  Lord  when  he  said,  “I  am  come  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.” 

Thus  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  dynamic  emphasis  on  this  funda¬ 
mental  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Church.  We  see  constantly  evidences 
of  the  hunger  of  people  for  God;  if  we  are  alert  to  our  responsibility,  the 
Christian  gospel  can  be  experienced  by  literally  millions  of  people. 

Our  evangelistic  leaders  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  have  developed 
an  excellent  plan  for  simultaneous  visitation  evangelism  in  the  Methodist 
Churches  across  the  state.  That  plan  will  succeed  according  to  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  support  of  the  local  churches. 

I  call  on  our  Methodist  people  in  Louisiana  to  pray  for  the  success  of 
this  endeavor  and  to  give  wholehearted  support  through  participation  in 
each  detail  of  the  plan  outlined  on  this  page. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 


SCHEDULE  OF  VISITATION  EVANGELISM 

Jan.  4 

Feb.  11,  12,  13 

Call  to  Prayer — beginning  of  Prayer  Groups,  etc. 

Advance  training  of  visitors  on  beliefs  and  doctrines  of 
the  church. 

Jan.  18th  to  Feb.  8th 

Community  Survey 

Feb.  13 

World  Day  of  Prayer — Includes  sections  for  Conference 

Feb.  1 

Program. 

Have  persons  selected  by  this  date  to  do  visitation  Evan- 

gelism — Use  VE  Agreement  Card. 

reo. 

Week  of  Visitation  Evangelism.  Training  and  teaching 

Feb.  8-15 

first  Sunday  afternoon.  Training  suppers,  6:00  p.m.,  fol- 

Week  of  Dedication  with  the  15th  Loyalty  Sunday  for 

lowed  by  visitation  each  evening.  Be  in  first  home  by 

whole  church. 

7  p.m.  Report  for  sharing  by  9:15  p.m. 

PROGRAM  TO  BE  CARRIED  OUT  BY  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  COMMISSION  ON  MEMBERSHIP 


AND  EVANGELISM 

•  Prayer  program:  Committees  on  Prayer  and  • 
Devotion 

•  Survey:  Committee  on  Prospects  and  Cultiva-  • 
tion 

•  Visitation:  Committee  on  Visitation  and  As-  • 
simulation 


AS  FOLLOWS: 

Training  New  Members:  The  pastor  and  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Spiritual  Life,  Witness  and  Service 

Enrolling  new  members:  Committee  on  Church 
Rolls 

Attendance,  February  15th:  Committee  on 
Church  Attendance 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Report  On  The  Fifth  World  Order  Study 
Conference,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  November  18-21 


"And  Peace  On  Earth” 


Ben  Oliphint 


DURING  this  holy  season  the  ever  recur¬ 
ring  note  is  peace  on  earth.  “Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest  and  on  earth  peace 
.  .  The  song  heard  by  the  shepherds  in 
the  long  ago  still  rings  in  our  ears  today.  In  his 
call  to  the  Fifth  World  Order  Study  Conference, 
Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  stated  that  our  faith 
constantly  challenges  us  as  Christians  and  as 
churches  to  new  action  in  international  affairs: 
“Dynamic  changes  thrust  themselves  upon  us  in 
nuclear  developments,  space  penetration,  rapid 
social  shifts,  rising  nationalism,  anti-colonialism, 
the  birth  of  nations  and  new  alliances  ...  It  is 
imperative  that  we  now  re-examine  our  Chris¬ 
tian  responsibility  in  this  changing  world  in 
light  of  the  theological  and  moral  aspects  of  our 
faith.” 

Program  Leaders 

Through  its  theme,  Christian  Responsibility 
on  a  Changing  Planet,  the  Conference  translated 
this  challenge  into  a  definite  program  through 
its  work.  Among  the  speakers  and  leaders  were 
John  Foster  Dulles,  Secretary  of  State;  Ernest. 
A.  Gross,  former  Ambassador  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  for  the  United  States;  Dr,  Edwin  T.  Dahl- 
berg,  President  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  Thomas  K.  Finletter,  former  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Air  Force;  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Ox- 
nam  of  the  Methodist  Church;  Clarence  E.  Pick¬ 
ett,  Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient;  and  Mrs. 
Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur,  member  of  Parliament 
in  India.  Delegates  were  600  clergy  and  laymen 
representing  the  33  constituent  communions  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Specific  Proposals 

Specific  proposals  toward  the  achieving  of 
lasting  peace  came  in  a  many-faceted  Message 
to  the  Churches  which  spoke  for  the  Conference. 
It  put  forward  for  study  and  discussion  many 
issues  of  high  moral  and  spiritual,  as  well  as 
political,  significance.  Noting  that  the  five 
years  since  the  last  such  conference  on  interna¬ 
tional  relations  had  “brought  no  noticeable  ad¬ 
justment  of  the  moral  and  ideological  conflict 
between  communist  and  non-communist  na¬ 
tions,”  the  Message  called  for  major  changes  in 
international  relations.  It  urged  step-by-step 
disarmament  which  “must  begin  in  our  spirits 
and  minds”;  support  of  the  United  Nations  as 
the  “best  flexed  instrument  of  reconciliation 
now  available  to  the  nations”;  stronger  efforts 
to  break  through  the  cold  war  stalemate;  recon¬ 
sideration  by  our  government  of  its  policy 
toward  Red  China  in  the  interest  of  international 
community  and  disarmament;  and  more  liberal 
and  imaginative  economic  aid  to  peoples  in  other 
countries. 

Of  course,  there  will  be  differences  about 
some  of  these  processes  of  peace  as  was  evident 
in  the  discussion  of  the  Conference  itself,  but 
the  achievement  of  peace  should  be  the  concern 
of  every  Christian.  On  this  point  the  Message 
was  clear.  It  called  upon  every  Christian  to 
seize  the  initiative  in  the  prevention  of  war  and 
the  achievement  of  peace  in  a  world  of  “inter¬ 
continental  ballistics,  thermonuclear  weapons, 


and  platforms  in  out-space  for  missile  launch¬ 
ing  sites.”  But  how  can  we  arouse  those  who 
are  more  concerned  about  their  peace  of  mind 
than  about  the  peace  of  the  world?  How  can  in¬ 
dividuals,  paralyzed  by  the  thought  that  private 
persons  can  do  nothing  to  change  the  world 
situation,  find  the  courage  to  seek  an  alternative 
to  annihilation?  How  can  churches  influence 
issues  in  the  realm  of  politics,  economics  and 
social  affairs,  no  matter  how  controversial,  in 
the  light  of  their  common  faith  in  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Saviour?  How  can  all  of  us  who  are 
dedicated  to  the  sovereignity  of  love  in  human 
affairs  search  for  peace  on  earth? 

Dr.  Sockman 

Dr.  Ralph  Sockman  in  his  address  to  the 
Conference  suggested  that  what  we  need  in  our 
search  for  peace  is  the  personal  touch  which 
enables  us  to  see  people  as  people.  He  recalled 
the  story  Qf  Jesus’  healing  a  blind  man  at  Beth- 
saida.  At  the  first  touch  of  Jesus,  the  man 
opened  his  eyes.  When  asked,  “Do  you  see  any¬ 
thing?”  he  replied,  “I  see  men  but  they  look 
like  trees  walking.”  His  sight  was  dim  and  con¬ 
fused.  Then  Christ  touches  him  a  second  time. 
The  record  is  that,  “He  looked  intently  and  was 
restored  and  saw  all  things  clearly.”  It  is  this 


Dr.  Ben  Oliphint.  pastor  of  St.  Paul's 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Louisiana,  at¬ 
tended  the  Fifth  World  Order  Study  Con¬ 
ference  as  the  ministerial  delegate  from 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


second  touch,  said  Dr.  Sockman,  which  gives  us 
imagination  enough  to  see  “behind  the  head¬ 
lines  and  listen  beyond  the  broadcasts  in  order 
to  understand  the  hearts  and  hopes  of  God’s 
other  children  beyond  our  national  boundaries.” 

Kindred  Hearts  and  Minds 

One  of  the  great  thrills  of  the  Conference 
was  to  see  people  face  to  face,  not  just  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Conference,  but  ordinary  men  and 
women  trying  to  find  their  way  through  the 
vast  and  complex  problems  of  world  peace.  To 
have  lunch  with  a  Presbyterian  layman  from 
Ohio;  to  listen  to  a  young  Indian  student  tell  of 
his  impressions  of  our  country  and  of  the  dreams 
of  his  own;  to  talk  with  a  Southern  Negro  pas¬ 
tor — not  vertically,  looking  down,  but  horizont¬ 
ally;  to  be  a  part  of  a  small  group  talking  with 
Sitt  Elizabeth  Jubara,  woman’s  welfare  leader 
from  the  Sudan  in  Africa:  these  are  impressions 
that  will  remain  with  me.  Yes,  when  we  see 
people  face  to  face  we  see  each  other  in  our 
dignity  as  sons  of  God  and  brothers  to  all  people. 

But  we  must  do  more  than  see  people  face 
to  face;  we  must  meet  mind  to  mind.  Too  often 
we  think  we  are  on  the  giving  end  of  our  world. 
The  Conference  brought  home  to  me  the  fact 
that  we  are  mingling  in  God’s  family  with  peo¬ 


ple  with  minds  just  as  good  as  ours.  We  must 
begin  to  put  more  charitableness  of  judgment 
into  our  charity,  and  more  humility  into  our 
helpfulness.  Let  us  cease  talking  about  “back¬ 
ward”  peoples  and  “inferior  minds”  and  have 
more  respect  for  ways  of  living  other  than  our 
own.  General  Omar  Bradley  once  said,  “The 
central  problem  of  our  time  is  how  to  employ 
human  intelligence  for  the  salvation  of  man¬ 
kind.”  Let  us  be  done  then  with  the  inertia  of 
the  intelligent  which  is  as  bad  as  the  noise  of 
the  ignorant.  Let  us  meet  other  peoples  mind 
to  mind  that,  by  way  of  altar,  library  and  lab¬ 
oratory,  we  may  solve  our  problems  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  common  good. 

Concern  For  World's  People 

We  will  never  be  able  to  search  for  peace 
on  earth,  however,  until  we  know  other  people 
heart  to  heart.  The  Conference  brought  this 
home  to  me  in  many  ways.  One  that  was  espe¬ 
cially  close  to  my  heart  was  this  report  issued 
by  the  National  Congress  of  Japanese  Midwives: 
“Of  the  30,150  children  born  in  Hiroshima  since 
the  atom  bomb  fell,  4,282  (one  in  seven)  were 
abnormal,  471  stillborn,  181  pregnancies  had  to 
be  prematurely  terminated.  Of  the  abnormali¬ 
ties,  1,046  children  were  born  with  degenerate 
bone  structure,  muscles,  skin  or  nerve  system; 
429  with  deformed  noses  or  ears;  254  with  de¬ 
formed  lips  or  tongues;  59  with  split  palates; 
243  with  deformed  inner  organs,  47  with  de¬ 
formed  brain;  25  without  brain;  8  without  eyes 
and  eye-sockets.”  Pre-bomb  Hiroshima  experi¬ 
enced  a  comparatively  small  rate  of  abnormal 
births.  The  Hiroshima  bomb,  remember,  was 
a  small  affair  when  compared  with  the  power  of 
today’s  “ultimate”  weapons. 

Problem  of  Power 

Power  is  the  great  problem  of  our  time. 
Every  responsible  person  must  face  this  prob¬ 
lem,  and  those  of  us  who  profess  to  be  Christian 
must  bear  the  additional  responsibility  of  the 
Christian  commitment — the  great  commandment 
of  Christian  love.  We  have  seen  a  sample  of 
the  power  that  destroys — this  is  the  power  that 
creates.  We  have  to  choose  between  them,  and 
the  crucial  question  is  this:  What  is  the  purpose 
to  be  achieved?  If  our  purpose  is  essentially 
spiritual,  our  power  must  be  spiritual  too.  Either 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  is  real  or  our  Gospel  is 
false.  President  Eisenhower  has  warned  us 
along  these  lines  with  these  words:  “All  the 
weapons  of  war  will  never  bring  peace.  That 
can  be  accomplished  only  by  a  great  moral  cru¬ 
sade,  a  reliance  upon  spiritual  power.  We  must 
be  determined  that  men  shall  rise  above  materi¬ 
alism  and  live  as  a  people  attempting  to  express 
their  conception  of  what  God  Almighty  would 
have  us  do.” 

Our  Contribution 

Here,  then,  is  the  contribution  which  each 
of  us  can  make.  Through  our  lives  we  can  re¬ 
lease  the  spiritual  energy  to  change  the  world. 
It  is  so  much  easier  in  our  day  to  rally  crowds 
around  the  banners  of  hate  and  fear  than  around 
the  banners  of  love  and  faith.  Many  organiza¬ 
tions  keep  themselves  going  by  capitalizing  on 
the  prejudices  and  suspicions  of  people.  The 
peacemaker,  therefore,  must  give  himself  to 
creative  good-will  through  his  thoughts,  his 
words,  and  his  deeds.  We  must  not  dodge  the 
hard  issues  and  controversies  of  our  day  and 
thus  devitalize  our  faith.  We  have  a  duty  to 
study  and  bring  our  opinion  to  bear  on  current 
decisions. 

The  church,  in  its  task  of  peacemaking,  can 
no  longer  go  along  as  3,400  Methodist  college 
students  in  a  national  meeting  recently  charged: 
“perpetuating  the  peripheral  role  in  which  she 
is  presently  engaged  while  the  great  issues  of 
the  world  go  unchanged.”  She  must  recommit 
herself  more  fully  to  her  true  Lord  and  mission 
that  people  may  have  more  reason  to  heed  her 
call.  She  must  relentlessly  go  about  the  job  of 
pressing  the  button  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
men  and  women  that  will  release  the  ultimate 
spiritual  energy  that  has  always  changed  the 
world. 

Above  all,  as  each  of  us  who  follow  Christ 
go  about  the  task  of  building  peace  in  our  lives, 
our  homes,  our  communities  and  our  world,  we 
must  keep  Jesus  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in 
the  center.  He  is  our  hope  of  “peace  on  earth.” 


JANUARY  1,  1959 


Page  Thirteen 


A  Mountain-Top  Experience  In  Peru 

By  Jane  M.  Hahne 
Lima,  Peru 


Churin,  a  little  town  in  the  Peru¬ 
vian  Andes  just  four  hours  from 
Lima,  is  twenty  centuries  removed 
from  the  sauve,  neon-lighted  capi¬ 
tal.  If  you  turn  off  one  of  Lima’s 
super-highways  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  nose  up  through  desert  and 
rocks  until  the  gray  winter  sky 
turns  cobalt  blue,  by  noon  you’ll  be 
back  in  the  first  Christian  century. 

I  had  this  sensation  of  living  in 
biblical  times  as  I  stepped  out  of 
the  courtyard  of  our  little  hotel  one 
time  past  midnight,  lured  from 
sleep  by  a  bright  full  moon.  On 
the  cobbled  street  two  burros  amb¬ 
led  past  me,  enjoying  the  moonlight 
in  their  own  casual  way.  It  was 
very  quiet.  The  musical  clink-clop 
of  the  animals’  hooves  against  the 
stones  and  the  silver  rush  of  the 
nearby  river  were  the  only  sounds, 
and  they  seemed  to  add  to  the  still¬ 
ness.  Down  the  hill  and  across  a 
rustic  bridge  I  could  see  a  stony 
path  curve  to  the  left,  and  I  had 
the  feeling  that  any  moment  the 
Master  of  Galiliee  with  two  or  three 
of  His  disciples  might  round  the 
bend,  dusty  and  tired  from  a  day’s 
journey. 

I  sat  on  a  rock  and  looked  up  at 
the  hills  that  surround  the  town — 
“hills”  that  make  the  Ozarks  look 
like  green  knobs.  On  one,  a  black 
chimney  rock  stood  outlined  against 
the  lighted  sky.  As  I  absorbed  the 
peaceful  scene  and  sensed  Christ’s 
nearness,  I  reviewed  my  experience 
of  the  previous  day  when  I  had 
climbed  to  that  rock. 

All  morning  I  had  been  eyeing 


the  pinnacle  and  by  afternoon  had 
decided  to  set  out  to  it  alone,  since 
no  one  else  wanted  to  go.  The 
rambling  path  I  followed  seemed  to 
get  farther  and  farther  from  the 
rock;  but,  having  long  before  be¬ 
come  philosophical  about  moun¬ 
tains  and  their  analogies  to  life,  I 
knew  that  the  longest  way  around 
is  the  shortest  way  to  the  top. 
Eventually  I  came  to  the  place 
where  the  path  ended  and  the  real 
climbing  began. 

After  I  started  up  the  steep 
ascent,  I  became  aware  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  insecurity,  and  suddenly  the 
wide  expanse  of  sky  and  mountain 
unnerved  me.  Feeling  small  and 
unsafe,  I  had  to  fight  the  panic  that 
grips  the  imagination  and  paralyzes 
all  power  to  move.  I  would  stop, 
get  hold  of  myself,  go  resolutely 
forward,  and  then  succumb  again 
to  the  quaking  insides  and  dry 
mouth  that  herald  fear.  Finally,  I 
sat  down,  feet  anchored  behind  a 
small  bounder,  to  survey  the  situa¬ 
tion.  I  knew  that  what  I  was  trying 
to  do  was  not  dangerous;  I  could 
go  back  down  anytime  without 
great  difficulty.  But  I  also  knew 
that  there,  clinging  to  the  side  of 
that  hill,  I  had  come  face  to  face 
with  myself  and  would  have  to 
take  my  own  measure. 

That  does  not  happen  often  to  us 
city-dwellers  of  the  present  age. 
Going  so  smoothly  along  our  self- 
appointed  ways,  never  facing  any 
real  danger  or  hardship,  we  know 
adventure  only  vicariously,  and  the 
struggle  for  survival  not  at  all.  I 


professed  faith  in  God.  Now  I  had 
to  believe  that  God  would  give  me 
the  courage  I  needed.  I  looked  up 
at  the  rock.  It  seemed  farther 
away  now  than  it  had  from  the  vil¬ 
lage.  I  looked  down  at  the  path, 
which  I  could  reach  in  a  short  time 
without  ever  having  to  admit  to 
anyone  that  I  had  attempted  the 
summit  and  failed.  But  I  knew  that 
I  was  the  only  one  in  the  world  I 
had  to  convince  and  that  I’d  rather 
be  picked  up  bruised  and  bleeding 
below  than  return  home  with  the 
knowledge  that  I  lacked  moral  cour¬ 
age. 

I  prayed  aloud  with  the  natural¬ 
ness  of  accustomed  communion 
with  God  in  the  outdoors,  surren¬ 
dering  the  whole  situation  into  His 
hands  and  asking  for  the  power  I 
need  to  do  what  I  must  do.  Shov¬ 
ing  my  hands  into  the  pockets  of 
my  blue-jeans,  I  found  an  apple  I 
had  brought  for  a  snack.  Its  smooth 
roundness  gave  me  a  grip  on  reality 
once  more.  I  vowed  that  I  would 
eat  that  apple  on  top  of  the  chimney 
rock  or  cheerfully  roll  to  the  bot¬ 
tom;  and  I  turned  upward.  When 
at  last  I  gained  the  base  of  the 
massif,  all  fear  had  been  puffed  out 
of  me,  and,  in  control  of  my  nerves 
again,  I  swung  around  the  boulders, 
scrambled  up  over  the  smooth  top 
and  sat  down  on  the  edge  of  the 
big  rock,  legs  dangling  with  jaunty 
assurance.  Joy  at  my  conquest  of 
self,  praise  for  the  Creator  who 
made  rocks  and  mountains,  and  a 
sense  of  power  to  meet  my  next 
mountain  experience  sang  in  my 
heart  as  I  todk  hearty  bites  from 
that  apple. 

When  I  was  ready  to  descend,  I 
found  a  gully  that  took  me  down  to 
the  path  in  a  surprisingly  short 
time.  A  light  heart  soon  brought 
me  back  to  Churin,  a  sojourner  who 
would  go  home  with  a  new  secret 
about  herself  and  an  old  conviction 
strengthened:  God’s  help  never 
fails  us  when  we  put  ourselves  into 
His  hands. 

The  mountain  climbs  have  gone 
on:  new  measurements  have  been 
taken.  Each  excursion  has  brought 
some  fresh  experience  of  Christ, 
our  ever-present  Companion  on  the 


open  road.  But  none  of  these  ad¬ 
ventures  has  brought  me  greater 
peace  than  the  recollection  of  all 
that  was  woven  into  those  moments 
of  mediation  on  a  silver-white 
night  in  Churin. 


The  Lord’s  Acre 

The  Lord’s  Acre.  (The  Town  and 
Country  Commissions  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction.  Up  to  15  free; 
16-100,  5c  each;  101  or  more,  3c 
each.)  This  new  pamphlet  is  said 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Glenn  F.  Sanford, 
director  of  town  and  country  work 
for  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions,  to  be  “one  of  the  best  and 
most  concise  statements  ever  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  Lord’s  Acre.”  It  lists 
seven  benefits  that  a  local  church 
receives  from  the  Lord’s  Acre  pro¬ 
gram  and  tells  in  10  steps  how  a 
church  can  organize  and  conduct 
such  a  project.  The  authors  are  two 
Holston  Conference  ministers  who 
have  had  several  years  of  outstand¬ 
ing  experience  in  the  rural  ministry. 
They  are  the  Rev.  James  E.  Hankins, 
pastor  of  the  Piney  Flat  Parish  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  Rev.  Sam  N. 
Varnell,  pastor  of  the  Hawkins 
County  Group  Ministry,  Rogersville, 
Term.  Order  from:  Department  of 
Town  and  Country  Work,  1701  Arch 
Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

Eight  Nurses 
Are  Graduated 
At  Pfeiffer 

Eight  young  women  —  seven  of 
them  from  Bolivia  and  one  from 
Peru  —  have  received  diplomas  of 
graduation  from  the  Pfeiffer  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital  School  of  Nursing, 
La  Paz,  Bolivia.  The  diplomas  were 
presented  by  Dr.  Bill  J.  Marshall, 
the  missionary  director  of  this  Hos¬ 
pital  and  School  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  by  the  Honorable  Phil¬ 
lip  W.  Bonsai,  ambassador  of  the 
United  States  to  Bolivia. 

The  address  for  the  occasion  was 
given  by  Dr.  Jorge  Doria-Medina, 
general  director  of  Public  Health 
and  Sanitation  for  Bolivia. 


The  photograph  includes  the  graduating  class  wiih  the  following  (back 
row,  left  to  right):  the  Rev.  Charles  McFarren,  Hospital  chaplain;  Dr.  Pablo 
Monti,  medical  missionary  from  Argentina;  Miss  Margaret  Tooth  man,  act¬ 
ing  director  of  the  school  of  Nursing;  Honorable  Phillip  W.  Bonsai,  ambas¬ 
sador  of  the  United  States;  Dr.  Jorge  Doria-Medina,  general  director  of 
Public  Health  and  Sanitation  for  Bolivia;  Dr.  Bill  J.  Marshall,  director  of 
the  Hospital. 


Page  Fourteen 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Korean  Methodism  Gains  In 
Church  Extension  And  Self-Support 


As  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
begins  a  hew  quadrennium  under 
a  new  leader,  Bishop  Chong-Pil 
Kim,  statistical  reports  covering  the 
last  four  years  testify  to  the  recov¬ 
ery  of  the  church  from  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Korean  War. 

From  Seoul,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Sauer,  Methodist  correspondent,  re¬ 
ports: 


“As  I  look  back  over  eight  years 
of  service  as  bishop,  I  dare  say  they 
could  have  been  unbearable,  but  the 
Lord  has  been  merciful  to  us  and 
we  have  come  out  to  a  good  end — 
damaged  churches  have  been  re¬ 
built  and  many  new  churches  have 
been  added.  The  new  bishop  will 
lead  the  Methodist  Church  in  a  great 
evangelistic  crusade  to  save  souls 
and  pack  the  churches — more  than 
1,000  of  them.” 


“During  the  last  four  years,  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  new  church  every  10  days. 
New  churches,  even  in  the  United 
States,  require  subsidy  at  first.  At 
present  105  churches  in  Korea  are 
fully  subsidized,  327  partly  subsi¬ 
dized  and  415  self-supporting. 

“This,  however,  does  not  tell  the 
complete  story.  All  churches  living 
through  the  communist  invasion  are 
now  fully  self-supporting.  Of  the 
total  paid  for  ministerial  support  in 
1957,  90  per  cent  was  paid  by  Ko¬ 
rean  Methodists  and  only  10  per 
cent  came  from  mission  subsidy 
from  the  United  States.” 

Since  the  close  of  the  Korean 
General  Conference  in  October, 
evaluations  of  the  achievements  of 
Korean  Methodism  and  of  the  tasks 
facing  it  have  come  from  two  ex¬ 
pert  observers.  One  is  Bishop 
Hyungki  J.  Lew,  who  retired  after 
serving  eight  years  as  bishop  of  Ko¬ 
rea  and  was  succeeded  by  Bishop 
Kim.  The  other  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tho- 
burn  T.  Brumbaugh,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  Korea  of  the  Methodist 
Division  of  World  Missions. 

Writing  to  friends  in  the  United 
States,  Bishop  Kim  said: 


ANNOUNCING 


DIRECT  FROM  FACTORY  TO  YOU 
WRITE  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE 


(As  for "  himself,  Bishop  Lew 
wrote  that  he  will  devote  his  time 
to  preparing  literature  for  Korean 
pastors,  including  a  Bible  dictionary 
and  a  set  of  Bible  commentaries.) 

In  a  special  report  following  the 
General  Conference,  Dr.  Brum¬ 
baugh,  a  conference  visitor,  wrote: 

“Korea,  with  5  per  cent  or  more 
of  its  population  definitely  related 
to  the  Christian  church  and  with 
so  many  of  its  leaders  openly  pro¬ 
fessing  the  Christian  faith,  is  one 
of  the  most  strategic  opportunities 
in  the  world.  It  may  become  the 
first  essentially  Protestant  nation  in 
Asia. 

“The  Christian  movement  in  Ko¬ 
rea  and  all  who  support  it  with 
their  prayers,  with  the  maintenance 
of  missionaries  or  Korean  workers 
and  with  financial  support  for  on¬ 
going  projects,  should  give  atten¬ 
tion  more  positively  to  evangelistic 
outreach  among  all  ages,  vocations 
and  classes  of  people. 

“Such  evangelistic  effort  should 
be  broadly  cs  well  as  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  training  of  youthful 
leadership  for  the  future  in  our 
schools.  It  should  also  stress  the 
reaching  of  certain  groups  in  Ko¬ 
rean  society  through  social,  rural, 
industrial,  vocational  and  student 
evangelism.  This  will  call  for  more 
highly  skilled  missionary  personnel 
than  we  have  yet  put  into  Korea, 
if  all  these  needs  and  opportunities 
are  to  be  met  while  the  iron  is  hot.” 

In  addition  to  electing  a  new  bish¬ 
op  and  other  top  church  officers, 
the  Korean  General  Conference  took 
various  other  actions  that  will  af¬ 
fect  church  life  for  the  next  four 
years.  Among  them  were: 

Korean  district  superintendents 
will  be  elected  by  the  ministers  in 
a  district,  not  appointed. 

A  men’s  missionary  society  will 
be  organized. 

Pyengyang  in  North  Korea  was 
set  as  the  place  for  the  next  General 
Conference.  As  Dr.  S'auer  wrote: 
“Korea  can  never  forget  that  one- 
half  of  its  territory  is  held  against 
the  will  of  the  people  by  a  harsh 
and  alien  hand.” 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


Obituary 

DOUGLAS — The  funeral  service 
for  Mrs.  Carrie  Douglas  was  held 
Sunday  November  23,  at  the  Du- 
bach  Methodist  Church  with  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Means,  pastor,  officiat¬ 
ing. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  born  in  Lincoln 
Parish,  1877,  died  at  her  home  sud¬ 
denly  November  22,  1958.  She  is 
survived  by  two  sons:  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas,  District  Supt.  of  the  Rus- 
ton  District,  and  Jack  Douglas, 
Alexandria,  and  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Mrs.  Douglas  was  a  member  of 
the  Dubach  Methodist  Church  and 
was  an  active  member  until  the 
time  of  her  death. 

The  interment  was  in  the  Dubach 
cemetery. 


Seminary  Enrollment 
Is  At  Record  High 

Nashville.  Tenn.  (RNS) — Enroll¬ 
ment  at  the  ten  Methodist  semi¬ 


naries  is  at  a  record  high  of  2,844, 
an  increase  of  ten  per  cent  over  a 
year  ago,  it  was  announced  here. 

Further  enrollment  increases  are 
expected  in  the  future,  said  Dr. 
Gerald  O.  McCulloh,  Methodist  di¬ 
rector  of  theological  education.  He 
cited  a  “growing  awareness  of  the 
need  for  more  men  for  the  ministry” 
among  Methodists  as  a  reason  for 
the  growth. 

Other  factors  listed  by  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Culloh  were  an  intensified  program 
of  ministerial  recruitment,  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  conferences  on  the  ministry, 
improvement  and  expansion  of  theo¬ 
logical  education  facilities,  and  the 
establishment  of  two  new  semi¬ 
naries. 


1400  QUIZ-QUESTIONS  on  the  BIBLE 

Complete  with  REFERENCES. 

Know  your  Bible.  Easy  and  pleasant  home 
study  increases  knowledge  of  the  scriptures. 
Arranged  for  use  in  training  groups,  social 
periods.  Give  quiz-parties  for  friends.  Send 
$1.00  for  your  copy  to — 

QUIZ  -  QUESTIONS 
Box  7175.  Kansas  City  13,  Mo. 


HERE’S 


Your  Building  Committee 
Should  Demand  Registered 


ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE 

Building  a  new  church  or  remodeling  your  present 
church  calls  for  the  best  in  lumber — if  your  invest¬ 
ment  is  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  The  modern  use 
of  wood  in  exciting  church  design  is  pointing  up 
the  amazing  economy  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft 
Pine  construction.  Quality  lumber  is  a  “must"  for 
long-range  investment  in  your  church  structure.  The 
fact  that  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  meets  rigid 
quality  standards  in  manufacturing  assures  you  a 
lasting  edifice.  When  your  Finance  Committee 
specifies  the  use  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine, 
you  are  assured  of  properly  kiln-dried  lumber  that 
is  straight,  dry  and  strong.  It  will  “stay  put”  when 
nailed  into  place.  It  will  not  crack,  warp  or  buckle. 
So.  if  you  want  every  dollar  invested  in  your  church 
to  give  you  the  greatest  benefit — specify  Registered 
Arkansas  Soft  Pine! 


ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  .  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 


JANUARY  1,  1959 
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Scene  from  "Night  of  the  Star"  a  Christmas  carol  cantata  presented 
by  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  music,  written  by 
Bruce  Carleton  artfully  weaves  together  many  of  the  loveliest  yuletide  carols. 
The  message  of  the  music  of  complemented  by  six  "living  pictures"  staged 
by  children  of  the  Church  School. 

George  McLean  is  director  of  the  choir.  Mrs.  Gilmer  Wright  directed 
the  tableaux. 


Construction  Begins 
On  New  Parsonage 
At  Haynesville 

According  to  Rev.  Jack  H.  Mid- 
yett,  pastor,  construction  has  begun 
on  a  new  parsonage  for  the  Haynes¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church,  located  on 
First  West  Street,  immediately 
across  the  street  in  front  of  the 
present  home  for  the  minister.  The 
lot  on  which  this  new  parsonage  is 
being  built  is  125  feet  wide  and  227 
feet  deep. 

This  new  construction  will  be 
known  as  “The  Memorial  Parson¬ 
age.”  A  bronze  plaque  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  house  with  this  word¬ 
ing:  “This  parsonage  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  from  funds  realized  by  the 
sale  of  the  Shady  Grove  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  building  and 


parsonage,  and  therefore  does  here¬ 
by  commemorate  the  labors  and 
gifts  of  those  who  were  former 
members  of  this  congregation.” 

This  new  parsonage  will  be  a 
modern  red  brick  veneer  house, 
with  entrance  hall,  carpeted  living 
and  dining  room,  three  bedrooms, 
two  bathrooms,  a  large  family  room, 
breakfast  room,  kitchen,  utility 
room,  storage  room,  and  a  double 
carport.  The  family  room,  break¬ 
fast  roorti,  and  kitchen  will  be  pan¬ 
eled  in  knotty  pine.  The  kitchen 
will  be  an  all  electric  kitchen,  with 
a  built-in  oven,  cooktop,  and  a  dish¬ 
washer.  Floors  other  than  the  liv¬ 
ing  and  dining  rooms  will  be  cov¬ 
ered  with  vinyl  plastic  tile.  The 
house  will  be  centrally  heated. 
There  will  be  a  door  opening  from 
the  family  room  onto  a  concrete 


Officers  of  the  Parsonettes  of  the  New  Orleans  District  for  the  year 
1958-1959  are  (front  row):  Airs.  Edward  W.  Harris,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Duren,  historian;  Mrs.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  Jr.,  secretary;  (back 
row)  Mrs.  Clyde  Frazier,  president;  and  Mrs.  Ken  Jacocks,  treasurer. 


Alexandria  Dist. 
Holds  Annual  Conf. 

Over  250  Methodists  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District  met  in  Pollock  on 
Thursday  December  4  for  the  an¬ 
nual  District  Conference.  Rev.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr.,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  presided  at  the  meeting  and 
Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  of  Bunkie  served 
as  secretary.  The  meeting  was  held 
in  the  recently  completed  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  the  Pollock  Methodist 
Church  and  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hocken- 
hull  was  host  pastor. 

The  morning  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference  began  with  a.  devotional 
period  led  by  Rev.  Howard  Staples 
of  Winnfield.  A  welcome  was  given 
from  the  host  church  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Dunn,  Chairman  of  the  Official 
Board.  The  work  of  the  Methodist 
Church  was  presented  during  the 
morning  session  by  leaders  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Reports  were  given  by 
Rev.  W.  D.  Milton,  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters;  Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  Homes 
for  Retired  Ministers;  Dr.  C.  B. 
White,  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home;  Rev.  J.  B.  Harper, 
The  Methodist  Home  Hospital;  Rev. 
R.  L.  Cooke,  Centenary  College;  Dr. 


patio  in  back  of  the  house. 

The  building  committee  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Maxwell  H.  Miller,  chair¬ 
man,  Shirly  Bond,  Ralph  Lowe, 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Watters,  and  Mrs.  Lan- 
nie  Lowe.  Mr.  Cortez  Wise,  Jr.  of 
Colquitt  is  the  builder.  Mr.  Dave 
Nichols  is  giving  valuable  help  to 
the  committee  in  planning  and 
building. 

The  building  committee  is  build¬ 
ing  the  house  in  a  manner  designed 
to  save  the  church  money. 

W.  E.  Hotalen,  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation;  Rev.  E.  T.  Way- 
land,  The  Louisiana  Methodist;  Dr. 
V.  D.  Morris,  Conference  Board  of 
Missions;  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  The 
Board  of  Education,  Rev.  K.  B. 
Tooke,  Stewardship.  The  District 


Staff  of  the  Board  of  Education  g 
reports  on  their  work  and  were  p 
sented  as  follows:  Adult  Work,  M 
Melvin  Hall;  Youth  Work,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Kellogg;  Children’s  Work,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Garrett;  District  Camping,  Rev.  J.  S. 
Jones;  and  Audio  Visual  Aids,  Rev. 
C.  P.  Edwards. 

The  District  Sermon  was  deliv¬ 
ered  at  the  close  of  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Harper,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District.  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  spoke  on 
the  subject,  “Be  Not  Anxious  But 
Be  Concerned.” 

Special  music  was  provided  by 
the  choir  of  the  Pollock  church  und¬ 
er  the  direction  of  Mrs.  R.  A.  Walk¬ 
er.  Mrs.  Charles  Till  was  the  church 
organist. 

A  noon  luncheon  was  served  by 
the  host  church  with  Mrs.  George 
Gray,  President  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  in  charge. 

During  the  afternoon  session  re¬ 
ports  were  presented  by  the  district 
committees  and  leaders  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  district  made  reports  to  the 
conference.  These  reports  included 
the  following:  District  Board  of  Lay 
Activities,  Mr.  J.  N.  Fomby;  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Quarterly  Conference 
Records,  Rev.  S'.  S.  Holladay;  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Trustees,  Mr.  Charles 
N.  White;  District  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  Mr.  T.  W.  Holloman  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Ministerial  Qualifications,  Dr. 
G.  M.  Hicks;  District  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance,  Rev.  R.  L.  Garrett;  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Evangelism  and  min¬ 
istry  to  Charity  Hospital  in  Pine- 
ville,  Rev.  J.  F.  Kilpatrick;  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Dethloff;  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Northwestern  State  Col¬ 
lege,  Mr.  Bill  Bromlow;  District 
Statistician,  Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant, 
Jr.;  and  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
Rev.  A.  P.  Smith. 

The  conference  adjourned  follow¬ 
ing  the  acceptance  of  an  invitation 
from  Rev.  O.  W.  Spinks  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  meet  next  year  at  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria. 


First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  the  scene  of  this  happy 
occasion.  It  was  Christmas  Family  Night,  1958.  The  Fellowship  Hall  was 
crowded  with  happy  holiday  families,  anxious  to  participate  in  the  festivities 
of  the  evening. 

Activities  included  a  turkey  dinner  with  all  the  trimmings,  Christmas 
carols  and  special  music  by  the  Junior  Choir.  A  Family  from  the  Church 
presented  a  scene  using  the  1958  Family  Worship  in  the  Home  bulletin. 

Then  for  all  the  children  present  Santa  Claus  made  a  brief  stop-over; 
however,  this  time  he  was  on  the  receiving  end,  for  all  the  children  brought 
gifts  to  Santa  to  be  given  to  our  Navajo  Indian  Mission  in  New  Mexico. 

It  was  a  big  night  for  all,  and  one  the  children  and  adults  will  long 
remember. 
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Organizations  Give 
$128,769,000  For 
Relief  In  1958 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Amer¬ 
ican  religious  and  voluntary  organ-- 
i  z  a  t  i  o  n  s  contributed  $128,769,000 
of  relief  and  rehabilitation  supplies 
to  needy  persons  overseas  during 
the  fiscal  year  1958,  the  Department 
of  State  announced  here. 

The  International  Cooperation 
-Administration  (ICA)  aided  the  re¬ 
ligious  and  voluntary  groups  by 
contributing  $25,886,734  to  defray 
the  costs  of  ocean  transportation. 

Much  of  the  food  that  was  dis¬ 
tributed  abroad  was  donated  to  the 
agencies  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  from  surplus  food 
stocks  acquired  in  price  support  op¬ 
erations. 

Total  shipments  abroad  made 
under  auspices  of  the  voluntary 
agencies  amounted  to  691,973  tons 
during  the  fiscal  year  which  ended 
June  30,  1958,  the  State  Department 
said. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  of  the 
National  Catholic  Welfare  Confer¬ 
ence  distributed  almost  $79,400,000 
in  supplies  to  the  needy  .  overseas, 
more  than  five-eights  of  the  total. 

Church  World  Service,  an  inter¬ 
denominational  Protestant  agency, 
distributed  some  $17,700,000  worth 
of  food,  clothing,  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies. 

In  addition,  Lutheran  World  Re¬ 
lief  sent  $8,700,000  worth  of  goods 
abroad,  the  World  Relief  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  $577,000;  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  $900,000; 
the  Mennonite  Central  Committee 
$800,000;  and  the  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventists  $261,000. 

The  gifts  sent  overseas  by  NCWC 
included  866,000,000  pounds  of  sur¬ 
plus  food  donated  from  government 
stocks,  valued  at  $63,700,000.  Some 
$15,700,000  worth  of  supplies  donat¬ 
ed  by  individqal  Americans  were 
sent  overseas  by  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  agency  and  ICA  assisted  with 
payment  of  $15,998,000  in  ocean 
freight. 

Church  World  Service  distributed 
180.000,000  pounds  of  U.  S.  surplus 
food,  valued  at  $14,700,000.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  sent  $2,998,000  in  individual 
contributions  of  food,  clothing, 
drugs,  and  other  supplies.  The  Prot¬ 
estant  agency  received  $4,171,000  in 
freight  payments. 

Largest  recipient  of  supplies  from 
U:  S.  religious  and  voluntary  agen¬ 
cies  among  the  nations  of  the  world 
was  Italy  which  received  $28,423,000 
worth  of  assistance. 

Next  was  Korea  $20,730,000  with 
India  receiving  $11,029,000  and  Yu¬ 
goslavia  $10,010,000. 

Much  larger  amounts  of  Ameri¬ 
can  assistance  \yent  to  Spain  and 
Latin  American  nations  than  in 
previous  years. 


Circulation  Campaign  Next  Week 

YOUR  publication’s  staff  is  very  grateful  for  the  many 
expressions  it  has  received  by  letter  and  personal  word 
for  the  recent  change  in  printing  arrangements  which 
has  resulted  in  several  improvements.  This  change  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  many  months  of  preparation,  and  the  resulting  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  very  satisfying.  Our  subscribers  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  we  have  received  several  communication  from 
out  of  state  church  leaders  voicing  their  approval  of  the  re¬ 
sults.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Bass  Printing  and  Publishing 
.  Company  of  Little  Rock  and  the  Hurley  Company  of  Camden 
for  their  cooperation  in  effecting  the  present  arrangement  of 
printing. 

We  are  also  sincerely  grateful  for  the  many  Christmas 
greetings  received  from  subscribers  during  the  recent  holiday 
season.  These  expressions  always  mean  much  to  each  one  of 
us. 

The  Annual  Area-Wide  Circulation  Campaign  is  just  be¬ 
fore  us,  January  11-18.  This  is  the  one  period  during  the  year 
when  attention  is  given  by  Methodism  in  these  two  states  to 
securing  renewal  and  new  subscriptions  for  1959.  Our  readers 
will  greatly  help  pastors  and  local  church  committees  if  they 
will  cooperate  at  the  earliest  opportunity  by  renewing  their 
subscription.  Most  pastors  will  be  completing  their  reports 
by  the  end  of  next  week,  and  they  will  be  anxious  to  have  as 
complete  a  report  as  possible  at  that  time.  Out  of  state  sub¬ 
scribers  should  mail  their  subscription  direct  to  the  publica¬ 
tion  at  Box  1066,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00  for  the  year.  This 
is  true  in  spite  of  rising  costs  and  at  a  time  when  most  other 
publications  of  this  nature  throughout  the  church  are  having 
to  charge  more. 

As  we  begin  the  79th  year  of  publication  for  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  and  the  11th  year  for  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  we 
believe  that  your  publication  is  in  a  better  position  than  ever 
before  to  serve  you  and  Methodism  by  publishing  the  church 
news  of  these  two  states  and  of  the  religious  world,  interpret¬ 
ing  the  program  of  worldwide  Methodism,  bringing  inspira¬ 
tional  materials,  and  commenting  editorially  on  issues  of  our 
times. 

We  deeply  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  serving  you,  and 
eagerly  look  forward  to  a  continuation  of  that  service  in  the 
future.  Your  subscription  will  insure  that  service  to  you  and 
your  church. 


Centenary  Students 
Expressing  Interest 
In  Church  Work 

An  interest  in  full-time  church- 
related  vocations  has  been  expressed 
by  73  Methodist  students  enrolled 
this  year  at  Centenary  College. 

The  Rev.  James  A.  McLean,  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  activities  on  the 
campus  and  faculty  sponsor  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement,  said 
50  students  of  the  total  already  have 
made  definite  commitments. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  McLean  said  there 
were  only  some  75  students  in  the 
entire  state  of  Louisiana  last  year 
who  expressed  an  interest  in  the 
field  of  church-related  vocations, 
and  he  expressed  great  satisfaction 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Jan.  8-Jan.  17  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 
Jan.  8  Romans  4:13-25 

Jan.  9  Romans  5:1-11 

Jan.  10  Romans  5:12-21 

Jan.  11  Romans  6:1-14 

Jan.  12  Romans  6:15-23 

Jan.  13  Romans  7:1-12 

Jan.  14  Romans  7:13-25 

Jan.  15  Romans  8:1-17 

Jan.  16  Romans  8:18-30 

Jan.  17  Romans  8:31-39 


Moss  Bluff  Named 
1000  Club  Project 
For  Dec.-Feb. 

The  Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Lake  Charles  District  is  the 
1000  Club  call  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  during  the  period  De¬ 
cember  1-March  1,  according  to  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris  of  Ruston,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
1000  Club  committee. 

The  1000  Club  is  a  church  exten¬ 
sion  program  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  in  which  more  than  1000 
laymen  contribute  $10  each  three 
times  a  year  to  selected  new  church 
projects.  The  program  is  designed 
to  make  available  immediately  a 
$10,000  grant  to  a  new  church  at  a 
time  when  such  assistance  is  in¬ 
valuable. 

More  than  a  dozen  new 'churches 
have  been  helped  at  the  time  of 
their  initial  building  programs  by 
the  1000  Club  program  in  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference. 

The  Moss  Bluff  Church,  located 
near  Lake  Charles,  was  organized 
in  May  of  1957  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  Rex  Squyers.  Rev.  Alvin 
Smith  served  as  the  church’s  first 
pastor,  serving  until  last  June  when 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  was  named 
pastor. 

The  first  unit  of  the  church  and 
building  program  is  being  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  half  of  which 
has  been  subscribed  by  Moss  Bluff 
members. 

The  congregation  ha-,  been  meet¬ 
ing  in  homes  of  two  of  its  members. 
Additional  space  is  needed  now  to 
make  possible  the  realization  of  the 
opportunity  which  this  new  church 
has  in  a  fast  growing  suburb  of 
Lake  Charles,  according  to  Rev. 
Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent. 

The  Moss  Bluff  church  is  located 
north  of  the  Lake  Charles  business 
district  and  near  the  Sam  Houston 
State  Park.  Hundreds  of  new  homes 
are  now  being  constructed  in  the 
area  which  the  Moss  Bluff  church 
will  serve.  A  shopping  center  and 
public  schools  have  already  been 
erected.  Moss  Bluff  leaders  hope 
to  expand  their  facilities  to  accom¬ 
modate  many  potential  Methodists 
now  residing  in  the  area  the  church 
serves. 


in  the  fact  that  so  many  Centenary 
Methodist  students  already  have  de¬ 
cided  to  devote  their  lives  to  church- 
related  careers. 

Of  the  50  students  who  are  al¬ 
ready  committed,  22  have  decided 
to  enter  the  Methodist  ministry,  and 
16  plan  to  enter  the  field  of  religious 
education.  Nine  plan  to  enter  mis¬ 
sion  work,  and  the  remaining  three 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  work  in 
the  field  of  religion  and  higher 
education. 


Seoul,  Korea  (RNS)  —  IDAHO  CHURCH  HELPS 
KOREAN  ORPHANS.  PFC  George  L.  Courtney  of  the 
12th  Signal  Detachment  here  is  surrounded  by  some  of 
the  30  Korean  orphans  who  were  made  merrier  this  year 
thanks  to  13  boxes  of  clothing,  bedding,  and  stuffed 
toys  which  Courtney  received  from  his  home  congrega¬ 
tion  the  Reubens  (la.)  Community  First  Presbyterian 


church.  The  Army  private  had  written  a  letter  to  his 
mother  describing  the  activities  of  the  House  of  Hope 
Orphanage,  which  is  sponsored  by  his  unit.  Mrs.  Court¬ 
ney  told  the  church's  congregation  about  the  home  and 
the  response  was  immediate.  In  three  weeks,  150  pounds 
of  clothing  had  been  collected  in  the  town  of  125  people. 

(RNS  photo) 


Asks  Congress  To  Include  Oldest 
Methodist  Church  In  Historical  Park 


asked  to  include  Old 
the  Independence 


in 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (MI)— Congress  will  be 
St.  George’s  Methodist  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

National  Historical  Park. 

A  resolution  seeking  the  necessary  legislation  was  adopted  here  Dec. 
12  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Association  of  Methodist  Historical 
Societies. 

The  petition  will  be  presented  to  Pennsylvania  members  of  Congress. 
It  was  voted  to  ask  Methodist  historical  societies  of  annual  conferences  to 
make  similar  requests  of  their  Congressmen. 

The  government’s  historical  park  in  Philadelphia  centers  around 
famed  Independence  Hall  and  other  public  buildings  and  dwellings  in  the 
“old  city”  section. 

St.  George’s  Church,  said  to  be  - - 

the  world’s  oldest  Methodist  build¬ 
ing  in  continuous  use,  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  in  1769  by  the  Methodist  society 
of  Philadelphia  — 15  years  before 
the  Methodist  Church  was  formally 
organized  in  America. 

It  was  at  St.  George’s  that  Fran¬ 
cis  Asbury,  later  elected  bishop, 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  first  three  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences  were  held  at  St. 

George’s,  and  one  of  its  early  pas¬ 
tors,  John  Dickens,  organized  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  church  maintains  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  historical  center,  which  houses 
some  7,000  books  and  numerous 
manuscripts,  portraits,  costumes, 
relics  and  other  articles  related  to 
early  Methodism. 


Sociologists  And 
Theologian  View  U.  S. 

As  we  pass  from  the  Modern  Age 
to  what  he  called  the  “fourth 
epoch”  or  post-modern  period,  Dr. 
C.  Wright  Mills  told  some  250  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  Division  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  Assembly  recently,  “the 
structure  of  a  new  world  is  indeed 
coming  into  view.”  Professor  of  so¬ 


ciology  at  Columbia  University,  he 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Roger  Lincoln 
Shinn  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  analyzed 
the  “overdeveloped  society”  in 
which  we  “cheerful  robots”  exist. 

Americans,  said  Dr.  Mills,  are 
dominated  by  the  “frenzied  pursuit 
and  maintenance”  of  commodities. 
“In  a  society  in  which  wants  are 
formed  and  abolished  by  an  elabo¬ 
rate  apparatus  of  jingle  and  fash¬ 
ion,”  he  declared,  “the  process  of 
fraud  becomes  systematic  and  high¬ 
ly  rational  .  .  .  and  man’s  relation 
to  nature  is  taken  over  by  a 
Science-Machine.” 

Declaring  that  our  educational 
and  religious  institutions  are  com¬ 
peting  with  other  mass  media  of  en¬ 
tertainment  and  distraction,  Dr. 
Mills  said:  “Worship  is  organized 
without  piety  and  religion  becomes 
a  respectable  distraction.” 

Dr.  Shinn  was  critical  of  “the  God 
of  the  juke-box  and  of  the  hidden 
and  unhidden  persuaders  who  urge 
us  to  claim  him  as  a  weapon  against 
atheistic  communism.  This  is  not 
the  God  of  our  Fathers,”  he  declar¬ 
ed. 


Group  From  Area 
To  Attend  Hospitals 
And  Homes  Meeting 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (MI) — A  disting¬ 
uished  newspaper  columnist,  the 
mayor  of  Kansas  City,  the  U.S.  sur¬ 
geon  general,  and  several  bishops 
will  appear  on  the  program  of  the 
annual  convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Methodist  Hospitals 
and  Homes  here  Jan.  27-29.  Ses¬ 
sions  will  be  held  in  the  Sheraton- 
Jefferson  hotel. 

“Christianity  in  Action”  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  convention,  which 
is  expected  to  attract  hundreds  of 
administrators,  staff  people,  and 
board  members  from  the  213  Meth¬ 
odist  hospitals  and  homes  in  the 
United  States. 

Among  those  invited  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  are  the 
chairmen  of  the  three  annual  con¬ 
ferences’  Boards  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes,  Rev.  E.  P.  Drake  of  New 
Orleans,  Rev.  Earl  Cravens  of  Wil¬ 
son,  and  Rev.  C.  Everett  Patton  of 
Pine  Bluff;  and  the  following  hos¬ 
pital  and  home  administrators,  Dr. 
Connor  Morehead  of  Little  Rock, 
Dr.  C.  B.  White  of  Ruston  and  Dr. 
L.  D.  Haughton  of  New  Orleans. 

Highlights  of  the  1959  convention 
are  listed  in  a  joint  announcement 
made  by  Dr.  Harold  E.  Baker  of 
Chula  Vista,  Calif.,  president  of  the 
association,  and  Dr.  Olin  E.  Oesch- 
ger,  Chicago,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes.  Dr.  Baker  is  adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  San  Diego  Methodist 
Home. 

The  program  will  also  feature  the 
presentation  of  “Miss  Methodist 
Student  Nurse,”  already  chosen 
from  nominees  from  the  church’s 


Juris.  System  Study 
Comm.  To  Make 
Recommendations 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (MI) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Commission  to  Study 
the  Jurisdictional  System,  meeting 
here  Dec.  10-11,  reached  agreement 
on  several  recommendations  to  the 
1960  General  Conference. 

However,  it  was  decided  not  to 
disclose  the  action  taken  until  the 
complete  report  of  the  commission’s 
findings  and  recommendation  is 
drafted. 

It  is  understood  that  the  seven 
recommendations  adopted  include 
suggested  action  relative  to  the 
time,  meeting  places  and  member¬ 
ship  of  the  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences;  and  the  elec¬ 
tion,  consecration,,  assignment  and 
transfer  of  bishops. 

The  commission  heard  several  re¬ 
ports  of  special  studies  by  subcom¬ 
mittees,  including  one  to  the  effect 
that  45  local  churches  are  in  various 
stages  of  transfer  from  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  to  other  jurisdictions. 
For  the  most  part  the  churches  are 
in  the  metropolitan  areas  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Detroit  and  New  York. 

The  commission  is  to  meet  again 
April  1-2  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
Sept.  24-25  in  New  York  City.  Its 
complete  report  is  scheduled  to  be 
mailed  in  January,  1960,  to  General 
Conference  delegates. 

The  70-member  commission  was 
created  by  the  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  make  “a  thorough  study 
of  our  jurisdictional  system,  with 
special  reference  to  its  philosophy, 
its  effectiveness,  its  weaknesses,  and 
its  relationship  to  the  future  of  The 
Methodist  Church.” 


Gen’l  Temperance 
Board  To  Meet 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  Jan. 
28-30  in  the  Methodist  Building 
here,  it  was  announced  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general 
secretary. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord,  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  is  president  of  the  23- 
member  board,  which  will  map  the 
church’s  general  program  for  1959 
in  the  field  of  temperance  and  pub¬ 
lic  morals. 

Vice  presidents  are  Bishops  Ed¬ 
gar  A.  Love,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  D. 
Stanley  Coors  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Members  of  the  board  include  Dr. 
W.  E.  Trice  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  group  also  will  consider  plans 
for  the  proposed  merger  of  the 
board  with  two  other  national  Meth¬ 
odist  agencies — the  Board  of  World 
Peace  and  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations,  both  of  Chi¬ 
cago. 


schools  of  nursing,  and  the  award¬ 
ing  of  memberships  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  Hall  of  Fame  in  Philanthropy. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  carried  on  in  section 
meetings  devoted  to  specific  inter¬ 
ests.  These  include:  The  hospital 
section,  homes  for  older  persons, 
homes  for  children,  homes  for  busi¬ 
ness  women,  chaplains,  field  repre¬ 
sentatives,  auxiliary  section,  and 
conference  chairmen. 
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Dean  Chosen  For 
New  Meth.  Seminary 
At  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI) — The  Rev. 
Dr.  William  F.  Case,  professor  of 
religious  education  and  director  of 
the  summer  school  at  Garrett  Bibli¬ 
cal  Institute,  Evanston,  Ill.,  has  been 
named  dean  of  the  new  National 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary 
here.  He  will  also  teach  in  the  field 
of  religious  education. 

Announcement  of  his  appointment 
was  made  Dec.  9  by  Dr.  Don  W. 
Holter,  president-elect  of  the  school. 
Dr.  Case  will  conclude  his  work  at 
Garrett  at  the  end  of  the  present 
academic  year.  Classes  begin  at  the 
new  school  in  Kansas  City  next  fall. 

A  native  of  Ohio  and  a  graduate 
of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Dr. 
Case  has  served  on  the  Garrett  fac¬ 
ulty  since  1949.  He  previously  served 
as  assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
Baldwin-Wallace  College,  Berea, 
Ohio,  and  as  a  lecturer  in  religious 
education  at  the  former  Westminster 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ohio  Annual  Conference, 
where  he  once  served  as  associate 
secretary  of  its  Board  of  Education. 

Dr.  Case  received  the  bachelor  of 
sacred  theology  degree  from  Boston 
University  in  1945,  a  master’s  de¬ 
gree  from  Columbia  in  1949,  and  the 
Doctor  of  Education  degree  from 
Columbia  and  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  1953. 

Fundamentalists  Group 
Criticizes  President’s 
Atlas  Message 

Collingswood,  N.  J.  (RNS) — Pres¬ 
ident  Eisenhower  was  criticized  here 
by  an  ultra-fundamentalist  Protes¬ 
tant  group  for  not  mentioning  God 
in  his  Christmas  message  received 
from  the  Atlas,  the  American  satel¬ 
lite  orbiting  around  the  earth. 

In  a  telegram  to  the  President, 
the  International  Council  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Churches  said  “we  must  look 
to  God  for  help  in  securing  peace, 
His  name  should  have  been  used  in 
man’s  first  message  to  earth.” 

“God  gave  you  the  opportunity,” 
the  council  said.  -“The  marvels  of 
scientific  advance  did  not  do  it  all, 
Almighty  God  was  in  it  too.  For  us 
to  fail  to  give  him  such  recognition 
at  this  Christmas  season  is  a  serious 
slight.” 

Commenting  on  the  omission,  Dr. 
Carl  Mclntire  of  Collingswood,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  council,  said  failure  to 
express  appreciation  to  God  for  this 
country’s  accomplishments  “is  dis¬ 
couraging  to  Christians  living  in 
Communist-dominated  lands.” 

In  his  message  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  said: 

“Through  the  marvels  of  scientific 
advance,  my  voice  is  coming  to  you 
from  a  satellite  traveling  in  outer 
space. 

“My  message  is  a  simple  one. 
Through  this  unique  means  I  con¬ 
vey  to  you  and  to  all  mankind 
America’s  wish  for  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  toward  men  every¬ 
where.” 

The  President’s  words  were  re¬ 
corded  on  tape  and  stored  in  the 
four-ton  military  rocket  launched  at 
Cape  Canaveral,  Fla.,  for  release  by 
remote  control  later. 


1,000  U.SJP.O.  Use  Tray 
For  Peace’  Cancellations 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— “Pray 
for  Peace”  stamp  cancellations  were 
used  in  more  than  1.000  U.  S.  post 
offices  during  the  Christmas  season, 
postal  officials  said  here. 

Thus  far,  the  slogan  cancellations 
have  been  distributed  to  about  1,400 
U.  S.  first  and  second  class  offices 
including  all  major  cities.  Under  a 
bill  passed  by  Congress  in  1956  the 
slogan  was  to  be  made  available  to 
all  first  and  second  class  offices,  a 
total  of  more  than  10,000.  Postal  of¬ 
ficials  said,  however,  they  have 
lacked  funds  to  carry  out  the  Con¬ 
gressional  directive. 


Bolivia  Methodists  Report  Gains 

Cochabamba,  Bolivia  (RNS)  — 
Sunday  school  membership  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia  in¬ 
creased  52  per  cent  over  1957,  it 
was  reported  at  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  annual  conference  here. 
Church  membership  rose  15  per 
cent,  from  931  to  1,079. 

At  the  same  time,  local  church 
contributions  increased  50  per 
cent  from  31,790,000  Bolivianos 
($2,797.37  in  1957  to  48,840,000 
Bolivianos  ($4,196.49)  this  year. 

Three  new  congregations  were 
organized  during  the  year,  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  number  to  11.  Seven 
new  preaching  circuits  also  were 
established,  making  24  churches 
or  preaching  circuits  in  Bolivia’s 
three  districts. 


During  1958  Communist 

Anti-Religious  Propaganda  Increased 

Vienna  (RNS) — Communist  newspapers  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  con¬ 
siderably  sharpened  their  propaganda  against  religion  and  the  churches 
during  1958,  a  survey  here  disclosed. 

Observers  in  this  country  attributed  the  intensified  propaganda  to  the 
belief  among  Communist  leaders  that  the  influence  of  religion  had  notably 
increased  in  the  Satellite  countries  after  the  abortive  Hungarian  uprising 
in  the  fall  of  1956. 

Dunantuli  Naplo,  a  provincial  newspaper  published  in  Pecs,  Hungary, 
demanded  last  May  that  the  struggle  against  religion  be  increased  because 
its  influence  could  be  felt  even  in  Communist  Party  organizations. 

In  October,  the  same  newspaper  sharply  attacked  the  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  sect,  branding  it  an  “enemy  of  the  social  order.” 

In  Czechoslovakia,  a  Communist  - ; - 


Christians  Urged 
To  Support  World 
Refugee  Year 

New  York  (RNS) — Dr.  Elfan  Rees, 
adviser  on  refugee  problems  for  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  urged 
all  Christians  to  support  the  1959 
World  Refugee  Year,  recently  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  United  Nations. 

Addressing  the  annual  luncheon 
of  the  Friends  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  he  warned  that  failure 
to  deal  with  the  refugee  problem 
“may  become  a  major  contribution 
to  a  new  war.” 

He  told  some  170  clergy  and  lay 
leaders  that  although  the  World 
Refugee  Year  would  not  solve  the 
problem,  it  gives  hope  that  both 


organ  quoted  a  district  party  secre¬ 
tary  in  Pilzen  as  saying  last  August 
that  the  party  cannot  be  content 
with  atheistic  education  in  schools 
because  teachers  and  principals  have 
not  yet  grasped  the  principles  of  the 
class  struggle. 

A  month  later,  another  Czechoslo¬ 
vak  paper  reported  that  there  was 
still  a  certain  percentage  of  children 
who  are  “forced  by  their  parents  to 
attend  religious  classes,  although 
this  is  an  unnecessary  chaos  in  the 
pupils’  minds.” 

Nova  Svoboda,  a  paper  published 
in  Ostrava,  branded  the  Christian 
teaching  of  universal  charity  as  un¬ 
realistic  and  unacceptable. 

“We  are  concerned,”  it  said, 

governments  and  the  people  will  re¬ 
member  “the  forgotten  people.” 

“We  cannot  solve  the  problem  in 
a  refugee  year,”  he  said.  “We  can¬ 
not  even  solve  it  in  our  life  time. 
The  churches  must  realize  that  serv¬ 
ices  to  refugees  have  become  a 
permanent  feature  of  their  minis¬ 
try.” 


New  York  (RNS)—NAT'L.  COUNCIL  HEAD  VISITS  G.I.'s.  Dr.  Edwin 
T.  Da  hi  berg  of  5t.  Louis,  Mo.,  president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(left),  waves  farewell  before  boarding  a  plane  headed  for  Spain  and  North 
Africa  where  he  spent  Christmas  with  U.S.  Armed  Forces  stationed  there. 
Accompanying  him  was  Donald  C.  Bolles  of  New  York,  executive  director 
of  the  NCC's  Office  of  Public  Relations  (right).  This  is  the  sixth  year  the 
Council  has  commissioned  its  president  to  serve  as  spiritual  ambassador 
to  American  troops  overseas  at  Christmas  for  the  Council's  33  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations  comprising  38,000,000  members.  Visits  by 
NCC  presidents  in  previous  years  have  been  to  Korea,  Japan,  Greenland 
and  Alaska.  (RNS  photo) 


“about  the  redemption  of  the  whole 
society  on  earth,  about  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  suppressed.  In  this  strug¬ 
gle  you  cannot  get  along  with  the 
principle,  ‘love  your  neighbor  as  you 
love  yourself.’  Not  every  neighbor 
deserves  it  .  .  .  only  in  life,  in  the 
tough  fight  of  the  classes,  can  you 
recognize  those  who  deserve  love 
and  those  who  deserve  contempt.” 

On  Dec.  6,  Vecherni  Novini,  a 
Sofia  paper  made  a  lengthy  attack 
on  religion.  It  described  it  as  a 
hindrance  in  the  country’s  five-year 
plan  and  said  it  is  high  time  to 
abolish  “old,  harmful  religious  tra¬ 
ditions  and  superstitions.” 


Trashy  Literature 
Seen  6 Brainwashing 
School  Children 

Cleveland  (RNS) — Trashy  and  ob¬ 
scene  literature  among  some  school 
children  is  becoming  such  a  prob¬ 
lem  that  it  is  making  education  al¬ 
most  impossible,  a  school  nurse  said 
here. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Rowland,  whose 
work  brings  her  into  daily  contact 
with  youngsters  15  and  under, 
charged  that  “our  children  are  be¬ 
ing  brainwashed  by  this  trash  liter¬ 
ature  and  in  the  face  of  it,  true 
education  is  out  of  the  question.” 

The  nurse  said  she  was  “convinced 
this  trash  is  furnishing  our  children 
with  ‘culture’  and  school  work  gets 
what  time  and  interest  are  left.” 

Among  the  more  objectionable  lit¬ 
erature,  Mrs.  Rowland  singled  out 
sordid  romance  and  detective  mag¬ 
azines  and  pocket  novels  which  are 
aimed  directly  at  the  juvenile  mind. 

This  type  of  literature,  she  said, 
“gives  our  children  warped  informa¬ 
tion,  undermining  their  security  and 
hurrying  them  into  an  aromal,  mix¬ 
ed-up  adulthood.” 

She  also  called  on  parents  to  su¬ 
pervise  their  children’s  reading  and 
do  “everything  to  give  them  positive 
values  that  will  protect  them.” 

The  nurse  warned  that  it  is  “folly” 
to  spend  millions  for  schools  and 
juvenile  institutions  while  permit¬ 
ting  traffic  in  trashy  and  obscene 
publications. 
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Editorial 


Church  Attendance  Figures  Good 

ACCORDING  to  a  recent  Gallup  Poll,  Americans  are  continu¬ 
ing  their  church-going  habits  at  a  commendable  rate.  The 
pollsters  report  that  on  an  average  Sunday  during  1958, 
49%  of  the  adult  population  were  in  at  least  one  service  each.  week. 
This  is  the  highest  per  cent  of  the  nation’s  population  ever  to  be  re¬ 
ported  in  attendance  over  a  period  of  one  year,  showing  that  church 
attendance  campaigns  of  recent  years  are  continuing  to  influence 
people  to  frequent  houses  of  worship. 

Incidentally,  the  percentage  reported  for  America  seems  to  be 
the  highest  reported  for  any  other  predominately  Protestant  coun¬ 
try,  according  to  the  American  Institute  of  Public  Opinion.  Con¬ 
sider,  for  instance,  the  14%  reported  for  Britain,  whose  history  of 
organized  religion  extends  to  an  earlier  period  than  America’s. 

George  Cornell,  an  Associated  Press  staff  writer  and  a  per¬ 
sonal  acquaintance  of  unquestioned  integrity,  pointed  out  recently 
in  a  feature  AP  story  that  many  of  the  nation’s  foremost  church 
leaders  believe  the  peak  has  been  reached  for  the  present  in  interest 
in  organized  religion,  and  that,  at  least  for  a  time,  net  gains  in  mem¬ 
bership  in  religious  bodies  will  not  keep  up  with  population  gains. 
Some  indication  of  this  is  shown  in  last  year’s  membership  figures 
which  revealed  that  membership  growth  did  not  keep  pace  with 
population  growth,  percentage-wise,  the  first  time  in  a  decade  that 
this  ha.s  been  true.  These  leaders  point  out  that  this  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  bad  since  there  is  great  need  for  consolidating  gains  already 
recorded  and  for  developing  leadership  for  the  church  of  the  next 
decade  and  later.  Furthermore,  there  are  many  indications  that 
the  present  tidal  wave  of  interest  in  religion  is  not  very  deep,  and 
there  is  serious  need  for  deepening  that  interest. 

What  does  all  this  mean  for  Methodists  in  Arkansas  and  Louisi¬ 
ana?  Generally  speaking,  we  believe  that  of  the  49%  throughout 
the  nation  who  attend  a  worship  service  each  Sunday,  within  these- 
two  states  Methodism  is  doing  a  creditable  job  for  a  portion  of  the 
49%  in  this  Area.  There  are  plenty  of  places  for  worship  being 
furnished  by  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodism,  although  no  one 
would  say  that  there  are  too  many.  Indeed,  many  others  should  be 
started  as  early  as  possible  in  strategic  areas  where  population 
growth  warrant  such  a  move.  In  both  states,  Methodism  trails  a 
sister  denomination  numerically,  and  one  of  the  reasons  is  that  this 
other  communion  has  continued  to  move  forward  through  the 
establishment  of  new  churches  wherever  and  whenever  opportunity 
affords. 

There  has  been  a  spirited  increase  membership-wise  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  in  the  last  decade,  even  faster  than  the  population  increase, 
which  itself  has  been  notable.  In  Arkansas,  there  has  been  little 
change  in  the  past  ten  years  in  Methodist  membership  or  the  state’s 
population.  Also,  during  the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  reporting  Methodist  church  membership,  which  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  more  efficient  reporting  but  for  many  churches  a  net 
loss. 

As  the  new  year  begins  and  with  it  the  period  of  emphasis  on 
church  attendance  from  January  until  Easter,  our  Methodist  people 
should  remember  that  one  of  the  finest  expressions  of  one’s  faith  is 
worshipping  with  others  in  the  Lord’s  house.  Every  true  Christian 
is  concerned  in  an  evangelistic  sense  about  the  one-half  of  the  adult 
population  in  his  or  her  community  who  never  attends  church.  One 
of  the  finest  methods  of  influencing  these  who  need  the  church  and 
the  gospel  is  a  more  regular  attendance  by  church  members. 

Your  attendance  will  glorify  God  whom  you  worship,  strength¬ 
en  the  Christian  fellowship,  and  witness  to  the  world  that  the  faith 
you  profess  is  also  adequate  for  the  needs  of  those  who  stand  in 
greater  need  of  that  faith. 


The  Living  Scriptures^  by  Jack  IJannn 
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Register  Your  Convictions 

EFFORTS  which  Louisiana  Conference  leaders,  Dr.  Ben  Oli- 
phant  and  Rev.  Beverley  Bond  are  making  to  enlist  aid  of 
local  church  leaders  and  church  groups  to  register  their 
opinion  on  the  gambling  situation  in  Louisiana  should  be  support¬ 
ed.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  this  support  is  earnestly  solicited.  These 
leaders  and  any  others  who  offer  leadership  against  the  gambling 
menace  should  have  all  the  encouragement  that  Christian  people 
can  give. 

The  something  for  nothing  craze  which  has  swept  this  nation 
for  several  years  now  offers  an  ideal  breeding  ground  for  organized 
criminal  elements  which  seem  eventually  to  move  in  on  every  legal 
gambling  operation,  as  well  as  instituting  many  illegal  operations. 
This  is  part  of  the  price  exacted  when  a  state,  for  sake  of  revenue 
and  tourist  attraction,  licenses  a  gambling  operation  such  as  horse, 
harness  and  dog  racing.  Louisiana  needs,  however,  to  deal  squarely 
with  the  gambling  issue,  not  only  to  discourage  the  criminal  ele¬ 
ment,  but  first  of  all  to  protect  its  own  citizens  who  fall  prey  as 
easy  victims  of  operators  who  think  nothing  of  separating  a  man 
from  his  money  without  giving  anything  but  remorse  in  exchange. 

There  are  enough  members  of  the  two  major  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  in  Louisiana  to  rid  the  state  of  this  nefarious  business 
overnight,  if  they  would  vigorously  register  their  denomination’s 
stated  point  of  view  with  the  state  government.  A  flood  of  resolu¬ 
tions  from  individual  Methodists  and  Baptists  and  from  local  church 
groups  of  these  two  denominations  would  doubtless  awaken  state 
leaders  to  their  sworn  responsibility. 
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REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  speaker  at  the 
Thanksgiving  program  of  the  Rayville  Jun¬ 
ior  High  School  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  18. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  evangelist  in 
a  series  of  revival  services  held  at  the  McGuire 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe,  recently.  Rev. 
Don  Wineinger  is  the  pastor. 

,VTRS.  L.  E.  CAMBRE  directed  the  Christmas 
lrl  program  at  the  Lutcher  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday,  Dec.  21.  Members  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  planned  the  fellow¬ 
ship  and  refreshments  following  the  program. 
Rev.  Frank  C.  Lankford  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  MISSIONS  of  che  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder,  spon¬ 
sored  the  carrying  of  baskets  of  food  to  needy 
families  for  the  Christmas  Season.  The  food 
was  contributed  by  members  of  the  church.  Mrs. 
Edward  Gillis  is  chairman  of  the  Commission. 
Rev.  James  C.  Skinner  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER  and 
children,  Jimmie,  Debbie,  and  Robbie,  spent 
the  Christmas  holidays  with  their  parents  and 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Skinner,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Richards,  all  of  Waco,  Texas. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  DeRidder. 

REV.  GEORGE  ROSS,  pastor  of  the  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  has 
recently  completed  a  week  of  revival  services  at 
the  Wesley  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Services  were  held  twice  daily.  Richard  “Skip- 
py”  Shirley  was  song  leader  for  the  services  and 
Mrs.  Clyde  Black  was  at  the  piano.  Rev.  John 
Lee  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

KENNETH  McDANIEL  is  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches.  Elected  to 
serve  with  Mr.  McDaniel  were  J.  C.  Payne,  vice- 
president;  and  John  Klotzbach,  secretary-treas¬ 
urer.  At  the  December  18  meeting  of  the  Club, 
the  Natchitoches  High  School  String  Ensemble 
presented  Christmas  Music.  Rev.  George  Pearce,' 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  BEN  JACOCKS,  associate  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  St.  Paul’s 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday 
morning,  Dec.  28,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  who  was  on  vaca¬ 
tion.  The  Choir  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  presented 
the  “Music  of  Christmas”  on  Sunday,  Dec.  14. 
The  choir  was  under  the  direction  of  Ray  Horne, 
with  Mrs.  Robert  Fine  at  the  organ. 


MRS.  W.  L.  HALEY  of  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church,  the  second  woman  in  Rayville  his¬ 
tory  to  serve  on  the  town  council,  is  serving  in 
the  first  year  of  her  four-year  term.  Mrs.  Haley 
is  past-president  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service;  is  teacher  of  a  Ladies’  Bible 
Class  of  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church;  is  a 
member  of  the  Commission  on  Missions,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Nursery  Home  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  church.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

MRS.  FRED  McCANTS  presented  the  reading 
“How  Come  Christmas”  at  the  annual  Youth 
Banquet  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  Bogalusa.  College  students 
were  welcomed.  The  committee  preparing  the 
program  and  meal  included:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Rigsby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Gates,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mac  Givens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Simmons,  Mrs. 
Thelma  Griffin,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Crich- 
low  and  Mrs.  Carl  McKay.  Pani  Goldsby,  pres¬ 
ident,  led  the  closing  friendship  circle.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

AND  THERE  WERE  SHEPHERDS  by  O.  D. 

Herbrecht  was  presented  at  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
Christmas  Sunday,  under  the  direction  of  John 
Hammond.  Glynn  Strickland  was  stage  director. 
The  cast  included,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Paddock,  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  pastor  of  the  church,  Hugh 
Goldsby,  James  Henderson,  William  Buckalew, 
Warrene  Boyd,  Vascom  Talley  III,  Diane  Cooper, 
Stanley  Baker,  John  Hammond,  Sam  Clay,  Jr., 
Becky  Seal,  and  Norman  Ott,  Jr.  The  intro¬ 
ductory  solo  was  by  Cathy  Henderson.  Music 
was  provided  by  the  Youth  Choir  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church  recently  paid  its  second  year  quota 
on  the  Monroe  Methodist  Men’s  Ministerial 
Scholarship  project,  according  to  a  report  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  office.  The  recipients  of  the  schol¬ 
arship  for  this  semester  are  Rev.  Oscar  Cloyd 
and  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace,  both  students  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas.  The  scholar¬ 
ship  payments  by  the  Rayville  Methodist  Men 
were  made  possible  by  a  successful  barbecued 
chicken  supper,  which  cleared  approximately 
$300.  Joe  Kalil  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
in  charge  of  the  supper.  Officers  of  the  Club 
are  W.  L.  Jackson,  president;  Billy  Landrum, 
vice-president;  and  Hope  Sorey,  secretary-treas¬ 
urer.  The  Club  held  its  annual  ladies’  night  din¬ 
ner  on  Friday,  Dec.  12.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is 
pastor  of  the  Rayville  church. 

A  CHRISTMAS  PAGEANT  by  Mattie  B.  Shan¬ 
non,  “The  Light  Of  Men,"  was  presented  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Jonesville  on  Sun¬ 


day,  Dec.  21,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  cast  of  characters 
for  the  Manger  scene  included:  Toni  Chandler 
as  Mary  and  L.  C.  Scott  as  Joseph.  Others  par¬ 
ticipating  included:  Jane  Wiley,  Susan  Scott, 
James  Kelly,  Roland  Cotton,  Jerry  Oxley,  Gar¬ 
rett  Mozingo,  Joel  Stephenson,  Lee  Foster,  Don 
Smith,  Charles  Craddock,  Richard  Daggett,  Sam¬ 
my  Atkins,  Conrad  Pierce,  Buddy  Swayze,  Hal¬ 
bert  Scott,  Jack  Knicely,  Preston  Richard,  Carey 
Lee  Wiley,  Sandra  Beasley,  Pud  Stevenson,  Mary 
Davidson,  June  White,  Dianne  Scott,  Deanne 
Knicely,  Candy  Daggett,  Pam  Boothe,  Judy 
Smith,  Rhetta  Sensintaffer,  and  Robbie  Marie 
McMillan.  The  reader  was  C.  K.  Pierce.  The 
choir  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Richard 
Daggett  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Beard  was  at  the  organ. 
On  Friday,  Dec.  19,  Santa  Claus  made  his  annual 
visit  on  the  lawn  of  the  church  and  talked  with 
children  8  years  old  and  under.  Rev.  Alvin  P. 
Smith  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Amite,  presented  a  Musicale  on  Sunday 
night,  Dec.  21,  entitled  “The  Birthnight  Scene.” 
Participating  in  the  Musicale  were  the  Chancel 
Choir  and  the  Junior-Youth  Choirs  arranged  as 
special  Angel  Choirs.  The  Junior  Choir  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Sara  Falcon  and  the  Youth  Choir 
by  Mrs.  Olga  Morgan.  The  Narrator  for  the 
pageant  was  Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer,  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Those  participating  were:  Weldon  Russell, 
Libba  Dean  Falcon,  Fred  Carpenter,  Cooper 
Forshag,  Robert  McLaurin,  Jr.,  Mary  Ann  Mar¬ 
tin,  Natalie  Jean  Messer,  Michael  Messer,  Stevie 
Catha,  and  Robert  Smith.  The  Chancel  Choir  is 
composed  of:  Mildred  Martin,  Marjorie  Messer, 
Sara  Younger,  Eva  May  Frey,  Nyla  Stevens, 
Olga  Morgan,  Sara  Falcon,  Mary  Eva  Sanders, 
Chris  Helen  Frey,  Mary  Clair  Skaggs,  Myrtle 
Kilpatrick,  Judy  Rowdon,  Isaac  Case,  John  Kil¬ 
patrick,  Roy  Stewart,  Jr.,  and  Frank  Stevens. 
Solos  were  by  Sara  Younger,  Chris  Helen  Frey, 
Isaac  Case,  and  Mildred  Martin.  Duets  were  by 
Frank  and  Nyla  Stevens,  Isaac  Case  and  Frank 
Stevens.  Quartets  were  by  Nyla  Stevens,  Mary 
Clair  Skaggs,  John  Kilpatrick  and  Roy  Stewart, 
Jr.,  as  well  as  Marjorie  Messer,  Myrtle  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  Frank  Stevens  and  John  Kilpatrick. 


January  11-January  18 

is  the  date  for  the 

Annual 

Louisiana  Methodist 

Circulation  Campaign 

★ 

Renew  your  subscription  through  your 
local  church  when  it  has  its  Circula¬ 
tion  Campaign.  Cooperate  with  your 
pastor  by  helping  him  complete  his 
report.  Don’t  miss  a  single  issue  of 
your  own  Methodist  paper  that  brings 
you  each  week  information  about  The 
Methodist  Church,  inspiration  by 
qualified  writers,  and  news  about 
Louisiana  Methodism. 

Subscription  Price  Is 
$2.00  A  Yeor 

The 

Louisiana  Methodist 

Official  Organ  of  Louisiana  Methodism 


JANUARY  8,  1959 


Page  Five 


A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


MAKING  A  BETTER  WORLD 

On  my  frequent  visits  to  college  campuses  I  usually  ask  what  the 
students  are  thinking.  Teachers  almost  invariably  reply  that  youth 
are  confused.  And  no  wonder! 

The  political  upheavals  in  so  many  countries,  the  uncertainty 
of  business  futures,  the  interruption  of  plans  by  military  service,  all 
tend  to  bewilder  our  young  people.  They  feel  insecure.  They  are  living 
on  short-term  contracts  with  life. 

Every  normal  person  wants  to  live  as  full  a  life  as  possible.  He 
does  not  want  to  miss  anything  worthwhile.  And  even  the  most  self- 
centered  person  should  be  aware  that  his  own  welfare  is  tied  up  with 
the  well-being  of  the  world.  And  every  devout  person — Jewish  or 
Christian — yes,  even  every  decent  citizen,  is  vitally  concerned  with 
making  the  world  better. 

What  is  it  to  live  a  whole  life?  I  think  of  a  fellow  who  is  about 
the  most  perfect  physical  specimen  one  could  imagine.  He  is  never 
sick.  He  eats  what  he  likes,  goes  where  he  pleases,  does  what  he 
wishes. 

But  he  is  narrow  in  his  friendships,  prejudiced  in  his  political 
views,  biased  in  his  religious  convictions.  He  certainly  is  not  living 
a  whole  life  as  his  Creator  intended.  He  is  merely  self-contained  in 
too  small  a  container. 

Abundant  living  is  more  than  mere  adding  to  pleasurable  ex¬ 
periences.  When  some  people  go  to  our  large  cities  for  a  brief  vaca¬ 
tion  they  try  to  crowd  all  possible  thrills  into  their  stay.  They  go  out 
to  dinner,  then  to  the  theater,  then  to  one  or  two  night  clubs  and 
end  up  at  dawn  having  had  what  they  call  a  large  evening.  Well,  a 
succession  of  large  evenings  does  not  make  the  abundant  life  any 
more  than  the  volume  of  sound  makes  the  volume  of  music. 

A  person  cannot  unify  his  whole  self  around  himself.  Let  me 
illustrate  this  by  a  parallel.  In  one  of  the  amusement  pavilions  at 
Coney  Island  there  used  to  be  a  device  called  the  human  roulette 
wheel.  (Perhaps  it  is  there  yet.) 

On  that  device  the  fun-seeker  would  slide  down  an  incline  onto 
a  polished  floor  made  up  of  swiftly  revolving  discs  contiguous  to 
each  other.  The  merrymaker  would  land  on  one  disc  and  be  spun 
around  until  centrifugal  force  would  whisk  him  onto  the  next  disc, 
and  that  would  spin  him  around  until  he  was  whirled  onto  the  next 
disc,  and  so  on  until  in  a  moment  or  two  he  landed  in  the  runway 
at  the  side,  having  had  what  he  called  his  fun. 

That  experience  strikes  me  as  very  suggestive  of  our  daily  living. 
We  start  out  in  the  morning  for  our  place  of  business  with  our  minds 
revolving  around  our  work.  The  persons  we  meet  are  also  revolving 
their  thoughts  around  their  own  concerns,  with  a  centrifugal  force 
of  self-interest  that  whisks  us  off.  The  result  is  that  after  a  day  of 
bruising  and  competing  contacts  we  come  back  at  night  to  our  homes 
to  “pull  ourselves  together  again,”  as  we  commonly  say. 

And  why  does  the  home  help  us  to  pull  ourselves  together  after 
the  competitive  pursuits  of  the  day  have  dissipated  our  energies? 
Because  the  home  is  run  by  the  law  of  cooperation  rather  than  of 
competition. 

In  business  we  believe  in  free  enterprise.  Competition  is  the  life 
of  trade.  But  competition  without  some  areas  of  cooperation  would 
mean  spiritual  death.  Therefore,  the  youth  who  want  to  get  ahead  in 
the  world  must  learn  true  satisfaction  comes  only  when  they  also 
help  to  get  the  world  ahead. 

When  we  live  on  the  principle  that  the  full  life  is  found  by  put¬ 
ting  things  into  ourselves,  we  get  fed  up.  As  a  boy  I  thought  I  could 
never  eat  enough  peanuts  to  satisfy  me.  I  painfully  discovered  that 
there  was  a  limit  to  my  capacity  for  peanuts. 

But  when  we  seek  fullness  of  life  by  putting  ourselves  into 
things  greater  than  ourselves,  the  sky  is  the  limit. 

We  are  concerned  today  because  the  Russains  have  recently  been 
going  ahead  of  us  in  space  travel  and  also  in  education.  We  want  no 
dictators  regimenting  our  factories  to  make  sputniks  and  our  youth 
to  make  robots.  But  unless  we  are  to  allow  the  Soviets  to  run  ahead 
of  us  and  perhaps  run  over  us,  we  had  better  wake  up  and  with  our 
own  free  will  give  more  service  to  the  public  good  and  less  time  to 
our  private  comforts. 


posted  in  big  red  and  green  letters 
in  front  of  a  business  house  on  a 
busy  street.  It  said:  “Trade  danger 
for  safety,  put  our  first  grade  tires 
on  your  car.”  It  was  a  good  appeal 
for  every  sane  driver  wants  to  re¬ 
duce  danger  to  a  minimum  and  in¬ 
crease  the  margin  of  safety. 

Of  course  the  problem  of  danger 
versus  safety  is  not  limited  to  high¬ 
way  traffic.  It  is  more  than  physical 
and  is  all  along  the  way  of  life.  It 
enters  into  every  aspect  of  our  liv¬ 
ing.  Like  the  driver  on  the  highway 
we  would  like  to  get  the  right  an¬ 
swer  to  the  problem — that  is  safety. 
And  v/e  can  move  in  that  direction. 


We  can  travel  on  first  grade  equip¬ 
ment.  That  is  the  challenge  of  the 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 
It  is  the  Christian  appeal.  In  re¬ 
sponse  we  can  mount  the  machinery 
of  life  on  strong  faith,  good  motive, 
strong  purpose  and  clean  conduct. 
These  are  the  moving  parts  of  life. 
They  are  the  four  good  tires  on 
which  we  may  ride  successfully 
through  life  and  into  heaven.  And 
as  a  wise  motorist  we  will  carry 
the  “spare”  of  puncture  proof  good 
will,  and  invite  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
sit  with  us  in  the  driver’s  seat.  With¬ 
out  this  kind  of  equipment  we  are 
like  a  motorist  speeding  down  the 
highway  on  blistered,  punctured, 
rim-cut  and  patched  up  tires.  That 
is  we  are  in  danger  of  wrecking  our¬ 
selves  and  others. 

Danger  never  seems  to  entirely 
disappear  from  human  life.  Not  even 
in  the  upward  reach  of  the  spirit. 
Those  who  have  climbed  the  highest 
have  found  perils  numerous,  near 
at  hand  and  very  real.  But  they  are 
not  destructive.  For  “whoso  putteth 
his  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  safe,” 
and  God  answers  the  prayer  of  the 
psalmist,  “Hold  thou  me  up  and  I 
shall  be  safe.” 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Loving  The  Unlovely 

One  of  the  weaknesses  of  Chris¬ 
tians  today  is  the  narrowed  interest 
that  they  have  in  their  fellow-man. 
Oh,  they  claim  to  love  people.  They 
prove  it,  too,  by  doing  many  acts  of 
kindness  to  their  family;  many  mer¬ 
ciful  deeds  to  their  friends.  This 
special  area  of  Christian  duties  finds 
wide  acceptance,  which  is  a  great 
recommendation  for  the  Christian 
community.  But  too  often  we  go  no 
farther  than  that.  We  also  have  an 
obligation  to  the  people  whom  The 
Salvation  Army  calls  “The  Unlove¬ 
ly”  .  .  .  those  people  who  often  don’t 
make  any  effort  to  help  themselves 
to  better  Christian  living  .  .  .  the 
people  in  jails  .  .  .  those  who  wrestle 
weakly  with  the  liquor  habit  .  .  . 
people  who  hate  the  “Church.”  This 
is  the  hard  part  of  our  Christian 
witnessing,  and  is  a  part  that  many 
of  us  deliberately  sidestep.  One 
sometimes  hears  the  remark  that 
“They  are  not  worth  saving.” 

Thinking  of  the  “unlovely,”  it  was 
my  privilege  to  serve  for  three  years 
on  the  Board  of  Control  of  our  Boys’ 
Industrial  School  at  Pine  Bluff.  I 
still  receive  their  weekly  news 
sheet,  “The  Hustlers’  Herald,”  which 
is  edited  by  the  chaplain,  Reverend 
E.  A.  Richmond.  A  recent  issue  of 
the  “Herald”  contains  this  story: 
Rev.  T.  E.  Jared,  a  Missionary 
Baptist  Minister  from  Conway 
and  a  former  student  here  at 
Arkansas  State  Boys’  Industrial 
School,  will  bring  the  messages 
at  our  Sunday  Morning  and 
Sunday  Evening  services. 

Here  is  another  piece  of  news  that 
will  warm  the  hearts  of  Christians: 
We  had  101  (professions  of 
faith)  this  past  year. 

It’s  mighty  easy  to  call  a  boy  or  a 
girl  a  “juvenile  delinquent,”  and 
send  him  away  to  a  correctional 
school  to  rot.  It’s  frightening  to 
read  of  murders  by  adolescents.  But 


as  long  as  grown-ups  refuse  to  obey 
one  law,  they  haven’t  much  business 
damning  youth  who  break  others. 
Many  persons  brag  that  they  never 
pdy  a  “ticket”  for  over-parking. 
They  excuse  it  by  saying  that  “No¬ 
body  else  does.”  This  disease  of 
breaking  laws  because  other  people 
break  them  has  no  support  any¬ 
where  except  in  easy  or  diseased 
consciences.  In  our  desire  to  “live 
easily,”  or  to  “live  modern,”  we 
seem  to  have  come  to  the  concept 
that  no  one  may  slow  down  our 
processes  of  enjoying  life  selfishly 
...  of  having  our  own  way  about 
things  ...  of  acting,  after  all,  like 
adolescents  ourselves. 

It  is  a  terrible  fact  that  our  so¬ 
ciety  is  sending  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  boys  and  girls  to  correctional 
schools.  However,  I  can  see  nothing 
else  except  that  this  alarming  in¬ 
crease  in  crime  by  juveniles  is  a 
direct  result  of  law-breaking  by 
adults,  be  it  ever  so  small  an  in¬ 
fraction.  As  terrible  as  these  facts 
are,  though,  we  can  thank  God  that 
there  are  still  those  Christians  who 
love  the  “Unlovely”  .  .  .  people  who 
kneel  with  boys  in  a  correctional 
school  and  pray  with  them  until 
they  have  found  Christ.  And  if  you 
want  to  question  the  work  that 
Brother  Richmond  is  doing  with  the 
boys,  don’t  do  it  until  your  church 
has  won  at  least  as  many  persons  to 
Christ  in  a  year  as  they  have  done 
at  the  Industrial  School.  I  admit 
that  these  are  strong;  perhaps  ugly 
words.  But  one  sometimes  becomes 
burdened  in  heart  as  he  travels 
across  the  country  and  notices  the 
careless  attitudes  of  so  many  so- 
called  Christians  toward  their  fel¬ 
low-men.  What  will  you  do  in  1959 
about  this?  Will  your  church  bring 
half  as  many  people  to  Christ  this 
year  as  they  did  at  the  Industrial 
School  last  year?  God  grant  that 
we  might  at  least  try! 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  January  18,  1959:  GREATNESS  IN  THE  KINGDOM 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  20:20-28;  LUKE  22:24-27. 
LESSON  TEXT:  MARK  i0:25-45  (RSV) 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Whoever  would  be  great  among  you  must  be  your 
servant.  Mark  10:43  (RSV) 


We  are  now  studying  Unit  IV  of  the  Life  of 
Jesus  Christ.  This  unit  has  a  series  of  eight 
lessons  under  the  general  subject,  “Christian 
Faith  and  Responsibility.  The  subject  for  this, 
the  third  lesson  of  the  series,  is  “Greatness  in 
the  Kingdom.” 

Last  Sunday  our  lesson  was  about  a  rich, 
young  ruler  who  came  to  Jesus  asking  what  he 
could  do  to  “inherit”  eternal  life.  Today’s  lesson 
has  to  do  largely  with  two  of  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  who  asked  Jesus  to  appoint  them  to  posi¬ 
tions  of  high  honor  in  the  kingdom  they  thought 
Jesus  would  establish  on  earth.  They  wanted 
these  positions  as  special  favors  from  Jesus  with¬ 
out  having  done  anything  to  deserve  such  recog¬ 
nition  above  the  other  apostles. 

The  incident  recorded  in  our  lesson  text  oc¬ 
curred  near  the  end  of  Christ’s  last  journey  to 
Jerusalem,  not  so  long  before  His  crucifixion. 
Jesus  apparently  had  just  finished  telling  His 
disciples  again  that,  in  Jerusalem,  He  would  be 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  chief  priests  and 
scribes  and  be  condemned  to  death,  mocked, 
scourged  and  killed  and  the  third  day  rise  again. 
It  was  under  such  circumstances  as  these,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  that  the  unreasonable  request 
was  made  by  two  of  Christ’s  disciples  as  recorded 
in  today’s  lesson. 

Unimpressed  By  Repeated  Announcements 

When  the  apostles  were  convinced  that  Jesus 
was  the  promised  Messiah,  as  was  expressed  in 
the  Great  Confession,  they  thought  that  they 
knew  deliverance  from  foreign  rule  and  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  David  was  at 
hand.  Apparently  nothing  that  Jesus  could  say 
to  them  made  any  difference  in  that  faith.  Three 
times,  recorded  in  the  Gospels,  Jesus  plainly  told 
His  disciples  of  his  coming  persecution  and  death 
at  the  hands  of  His  enemies  in  Jerusalem. 

(1)  The  first  of  these  warnings  came  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  Great  Confession,  as  recorded 
in  the  three  synoptic  Gospels.  In  each  of  these 
Gospels  we  are  told  that  Jesus  began  to  tell  His 
apostles  that  he  was  to  suffer  and  die  at  the 
hands  of  enemies  in  Jerusalem. 

We  see  how  little  the  apostles  understood 
what  they  were  saying  in  declaring  their  faith 
in  Christ  as  the  Messiah.  After  Jesus  here  had 
told  His  disciples  of  His  coming  death,  both 
Matthew  and  Mark  tell  us  that  Peter  rebuked 
Him  for  saying  such  things  since  they  could  not 
imagine  the  Messiah  being  killed  by  His  own 
people.  It  is  very  significant  that  Jesus  said  to 
Peter  “You  are  a  hindrance  to  me;  for  you  are 
not  on  the  side  of  God,  but  of  men.”  (RSV) 

(2)  After  the  transfiguration,  Jesus  heals 
a  boy  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Then  Jesus, 
with  His  disciples,  went  south  through  Galilee. 
On  the  way  Jesus  told  them  again  of  the  persecu¬ 
tion  and  death  awaiting  Him  at  Jerusalem.  The 
Apostles  not  only  did  not  understand  what  Jesus 
was  saying,  but  on  the  same  journey  they  dis¬ 
puted  among  themselves  as  to  which  of  them  was 
to  be  greatest  in  the  kingdom  they  expected 
Christ  to  establish. 

(3)  In  the  verses  just  preceding  our  lesson 
text,  we  are  told  that  as  they  were  making  their 
last  journey  to  Jerusalem,  where  Jesus  was  to 
be  crucified,  the  Lord  for  the  third  time  de¬ 
scribed  to  His  apostles,  almost  in  detail,  the  ter¬ 
rible  things  that  were  to  happen  to  Him  when 
they  reached  Jerusalem. 

The  disciples  were  either  so  blinded  by  their 
pre-conceived  ideas  of  what  the  Messiah  was  to 
be  that  they  could  not  understand  what  Jesus 


was  saying,  or  they  deliberately  disregarded  His 
warning.  It  was  at  such  a  time,  as  recorded  in 
our  lesson  text,  that  James  and  John  came  to 
Jesus  and  asked  that  He  give  to  them  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  sitting  on  His  right  and  left  hand  in  the 
kingdom  they  felt  so  sure  Jesus  was  to  establish. 

(4)  Perhaps  it  might  be  well  also  to  re¬ 
member  that  even  the  death  of  Jesus  on  a  cross 
did  not  destroy  the  faith  of  the  disciples  that 
He  was  to  build  an  earthly  kingdom.  In  the  1st 
chapter  of  Acts,  apparently  just  before  Jesus 
ascended  to  heaven,  the  last  question  the  dis¬ 
ciples  asked  Jesus  was,  “Lord,  wilt  thou  not  at 
this  time  restore  again  the  kingdom  of  Israel?” 

Selfishness  No  Basis  For  Reward 

True  greatness  is  one  thing  that  is  never 
found  by  seeking  it.  Never  did  the  apostles  of 
Jesus  appear  to  be  quite  so  small  as  when  they 
were  disputing  among  themselves  as  to  which  of 
them  would  be  greatest  in  the  kingdom  they  ex¬ 
pected  Christ  to  set  up.  In  James  and  John,  that" 
littleness  was  further  magnified  when,  as  our 
lesson  text  records,  they  attempted  to  bypass 
the  rest  of  the  apostles  by  a  direct  personal  ap¬ 
peal  to  Jesus  in  which  they  asked  Him,  as  a  per¬ 
sonal  favor,  to  grant  to  them  the  two  highest 
positions  of  authority  in  the  kingdom  they 
thought  was  coming. 

It  was  not  possible  for  Jesus  to  answer  this 
petition  for  three  reasons.  First,  there  was  to  be 
no  such  kingdom  as  James  and  John  were  think¬ 
ing  about.  Second,  in  the  kingdom  Christ  was 
building,  places  of  honor  did  not  come  by  ap¬ 
pointment  but  as  a  result  of  service  rendered. 
Third,  selfishness  was  the  principle  motive 
prompting  their  request.  Selfishness  never  has 
been  and  never  will  be  a  proper  element  in  pre¬ 
vailing  prayer. 

Whai  Do  You  Want? 

When  James  and  John  came  to  Jesus  asking 
Him  to  do  for  them  whatsoever  they  desired, 
Jesus  asked  them  one  of  the  most  searching,  per¬ 
sonal  questions  He  ever  asked.  Jesus  said  to 
the  two,  “What  do  you  want  me  to  do  for  you?” 
(RSV)  Jesus  asked  this  question  to  bring  James 
and  John  face  to  face  with  their  selfish  desire. 
Perhaps  He  felt  that  in  His  presence  they  would 
not  be  able  to  go  through  with  their  selfish  plans 
once  they  saw  them  clearly.  Apparently  a  re¬ 
view  of  their  plans  did  not  change  their  purpose 
and  they  made  their  unholy  request. 

For  the  disciples,  and  for  Christian  people 
down  through  the  centuries  the  question,  “What 
do  you  want”  is  one  of  the  most  important  ques¬ 
tions  mankind  can  face.  It  is  our  desires  which 
determine  what  we  are  striving  for.  If  our  de¬ 
sires  are  worthy,  our  goal  is  worthy;  if  our  de¬ 
sires  are  wrong,  then  the  goal  for  which  we  strive 
is  also  wrong.  Our  desires  are  born  deep  in  the 
human  soul  where  life  and  character  is  really 
determined.  What  we  want  reveals  our  inner 
selves  to  the  outside  world  as  nothing  else  will 
do.  We  tend  to  become  what  we  want,  be  it 
good  or  bad. 

No  One  Can  Be  Appointed  To  Greatness 

People  may  be  appointed  to  positions  of 
great  responsibility  and  to  positions  where  there 
are  great  opportunities.  If  there  is  an  element 
of  greatness  in  their  lives,  people  receiving  such 
appointments  have  opportunity  to  give  evidence 
of  such  exceptional  powers.  However,  if  one  who 
lacks  the  elements  of  true  greatness  is  appointed 
or  elected  to  positions  of  high  responsibility,  his 
weaknesses  will  be  all  the  more  evident. 


Jesus  makes  it  plain  to  James  and  John 
that  in  His  kingdom,  people  do  not  come  to  be 
truly  great  by  appointment.  Righthand  seats  are 
not  “political  plums”  in  Christ’s  kingdom.  We 
may  be  sure  that  those  who  may  come  to  high 
positions  in  the  church,  unworthily  if  there  be 
such,  do  not  in  any  wise  increase  in  stature  in 
God’s  sight.  If  we  use  unworthy  methods  to  ad¬ 
vance  in  position  in  the  church,  our  advancement 
is  a  liability  in  God’s  sight,  rather  than  an  item 
of  credit.  In  God’s  sight,  in  the  church  within 
the  church,  honor  and  high  rewards  are  not  given 
to  those  seeking  high  places  and  great  rewards 
but  to  those  who,  by  service  rendered,  are  wor¬ 
thy  of  them. 

The  other  disciples  were  “much  displeased,” 
the  RSV  says  “indignant”  at  this  effort  of  James 
and  John  to  secure  from  Jesus  personal  favors 
above  all  of  the  rest  of  the  group.  They  were 
not  “indignant”  because  of  the  moral  implications 
of  the  actions  of  James  and  John.  They  appar¬ 
ently  were  indignant,  which  is  a  nice  word  for 
being  mad,  and  also  a  little  uneasy  lest  these 
disciples,  close  to  Jesus,  might  work  themselves 
into  positions  of  authority  over  them.  It  might 
be  interesting  if  we  knew  just  what  Peter  said 
when  he  heard  about  it.  He,  too,  was  one  of  the 
three  bosom  friends  of  Jesus.  But  this  con¬ 
spiracy  also  shut  him  out. 

The  World's  Standards  for  Greatness 

The  world  has  an  entirely  different  standard 
for  greatness  than  the  one  Christ  proclaimed  for 
His  kingdom.  In  the  world  one  may  be  acclaimed 
great  for  various  reasons,  some  of  which  may 
have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  moral  character. 

Some  may  be  considered  great  because  they 
possess  great  wealth.  There  are  many  great  men 
who  are  wealthy  but  they  are  not  great  because 
of  their  wealth.  They  are  great  because  they 
possess  elements  of  greatness  that  are  not  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  fact  that  they  have  great  pos¬ 
sessions.  The  way  one  uses  his  wealth  deter¬ 
mines  whether  he  possesses  those  elements  of 
greatness  or  not. 

•Some  are  considered  great  because  they  have 
managed  to  be  elected  to  positions  of  greatness 
in  government.  They  are  able  to  command  people 
or  situations  and  hence  the  world  thinks  of  them 
as  great.  Some  have  unusual  talents  that  give 
them  world  fame  and  are  thus  considered  great. 

It  is  one  of  the  regrettable  things  of  life  that 
often  the  heroes  the  world  worships  are  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  place  they  hold  in  the  minds  of 
people.  As  we  read  the  history  of  the  world,  we 
will  find  that  only  a  comparatively  few,  who 
are  accorded  places  of  greatness,  receive  that  ac¬ 
claim  because  of  their  high  moral  character.  In 
the  past,  good  character  has  not  necessarily  been 
required  in  order  to  have  a  place  in  history. 

Christian.  Standards  for  Greatness 

In  His  conversation  with  His  disciples,  Jesus 
indicated  some  of  the  standards  by  which  the 
world  measures  greatness  and  added,  “So  shall 
it  not  be  among  you.”  Jesus  then  declared  a 
new,  and  radically  different  standard  for  great¬ 
ness  in  His  kingdom.  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples 
and  to  the  Christian  world,  “Whoever  would  be 
great  among  you  must  be  your  servant,  and 
whoever  would  be  first  among  you  must  be  slave 
of  all.”  (RSV) 

The  law  of  service  is  the  law  of  Christ’s 
kingdom.  Worldly  greatness  is  often  achieved  by 
ruthlessly  sacrificing  the  rights  of  others.  In 
history  men  have  run  roughshod  over  helpless 
nations  and  defenseless  people  in  achieving  a 
place  of  prominence  in  world  history. 

In  the  kingdom  of  God,  we  do  not  achieve 
greatness  by  sacrificing  the  rights  of  others  but 
by  recognizing  the  rights  of  others  and  by  service 
helping  them  to  achieve  those  rights,  if  they 
need  our  help.  In  God’s  kingdom  greatness  is 
not  measured  by  what  we  can  get  from  others 
but  by  what  we  willingly  do  for  others. 

Not  To  Be  Served  But  To  Serve 

The  law  Christ  proclaimed  for  greatness  in 
His  kingdom  is  the  law  which  governed  His  life 
while  He  was  on  earth.  Jesus  said  of  Himself, 
“Even  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered 
unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ran¬ 
som  for  many. 

Jesus  said  also,  “The  servant  is  not  greater 
than  his  lord.”  If  it  was  necessary  for  Christ  to 
serve  people  while  here,  we  need  not,  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  or  any  other  process,  expect  to  be 
great  in  God’s  sight  except  in  fields  of  human 
service. 
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ARKANSAS-LOUISj 


ANNUAL  SIMULTANEOUS 


January  11th  Through  January  18th,  1( 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


To  our  Methodist  People  in  Ark.  an 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Paul  M.  Bumpers 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota  1002 

B.  W.  Stallcup 

District  Director 


Social  change  and  adjustment  demand  an  informed  faith  and  enlightened  churchman- 
ship.  Toward  this  end  we  are  fortunate  to  have  the  ministry  of  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  Let  us  provide  every  Methodist  family  with  the  opportunity  to  receive 
the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  because  our  people  want  this  splendid  publication  with 
its  helpful  editorials,  state,  national  and  world  church  news,  and  program  helps. 

— Paul  M.  Bumpers 


Subscription  Quota  1494 

W.  Henry  Goodloe 
District  Director 


CONWAY  DISTRICT 

Harold  O.  Eggensperger 

District  Superintendent 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  helping  to  inform  persons  throughout  our  state  of 
the  great  work  of  our  beloved  Church.  This  religious  paper  also  encourages  and 
inspires  people  to  accept  the  opportunities  to  serve  Christ  and  their  fellowmen 
through  the  various  causes  represented  by  The  Methodist  Church.  I  sincerely  urge 
Methodist  families  to  subscribe  for  and  regularly  read  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 

— Harold  Eggensperger 


From  time  to  time  during  each  year  it 
me  to  make  appeals  concerning  the  i 
Church.  One  cause  of  which  I  can  ahv 
enthusiasm  is  that  of  the  annual  Cam, 
scriptions  to  the  ARKANSAS  METHOD 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  finer 
being  printed  today.  Wherever  the  MET! 
we  find  deveted  and  effective  church 
I  trust  that  when  we  get  the  reports  fron 
this  year,  which  will  come  in  the  week- 
18,  we  will  have  the  largest  number 
we  have  ever  had. 


Harold  O. 
Eggensperger 


Sincere!; 


Roy  I.  Bagley 


Ethan  Dodgen 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1166 

Roy  L.  Bagley  Frank  Jones 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  filling  a  very  vital  need  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 
Its  weekly  visits  to  the  home  of  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  keeps  us  informed  as  to 
the  work  of  the  Church  in  our  State  and  the  broader  ministry  of  the  Church.  Every 
Methodist  home  ought  to  have  this  paper. — Roy  I.  Bagley 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1177 

Raymond  L.  Franks  Alf  A.  Eason 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Arkansas  Methodists  need  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST! — Raymond  Franks 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1995 

Ethan  W.  Dodgen  G.  B.  Ames 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

It  seems  to  me  that  THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  essential  in  the 
promotion  of  our  work  and  vital  in  our  religious  life  and  experience  in  these  days  of 
crisis  and  confusion.  As  we  face  our  tasks  and  seek  an  abiding  faith  "The  Methodist” 
is  a  source  of  help  and  strength. — Ethan  W.  Dodgen 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1393 

Elmer  J.  Holifield  N.  Lee  Cate 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

We  appreciate  the  contribution  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  makes  in  promoting 

the  work  of  the  Church  in  the  Jonesboro  District.  We  read  it  because  the  articles  are 
of  interest,  and  because  we  need  the  information  it  gives  us. — Elmer  J.  Holifield 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1119 

J.  Albert  Gatlin  Wm.  A.  Stewart 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Once  more  we  have  the  privilege  of  enlisting  support  for  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 
This  effort  should  be  one  of  joy  for  we  have  a  paper  that  is  held  in  highest  esteem — 
not  only  in  Arkansas  but  across  the  Church.  I  am  sure  that  once  again  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  will  be  one  that  will  inspire  the  Editor  and  staff  and  all  of  us. — J.  Albert  Gatlin 

SEARCY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1147 

E.  G.  Kaeizell  Sam  Auslam 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  do  not  see  how  any  Methodist  family  can  be  without  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
in  their  home.  To  me  it  seems  a  “must”  in  order  to  keep  abreast  with  the  program 
of  our  Conference  and  our  church. — E.  G.  Kaetzell 


LITTLE  RO( 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRIC 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superintended 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  tru] 
informed  Methodist  when  he  reads 


T.  T.  McNeal 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


W.  Neill  Hart 

District  Superintended 


E.  J.  Holifield 


Multiplied  millions  of  people  around 
expression  and  enlightened  reading 
tunate  than  the  fact  that  so  many  i 
for  a  little  bit  of  time  each  week  and 
ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHOD  S! 
informed  about  the  program  and 
local  happenings  so  dear  to  us  all  -I 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


Robert  B.  Moore 

District  Superintendent 


Every  Methodist  home  in  the  Hop< 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  Our  famil 
guide  available.  I  urge  our  people  to 
Moore 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


R.  B.  Moore 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 


r- -  J  J  1 

Campaign  In  Local 

Watch  Reports  Of 

Church 

Campaign 

1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a  new 

subscription  or  renewal  for  your  church 
paper  during  the  week  of  Circulation 

Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  January 

Campaign. 

29th  for  a  full  report  by  Districts  and  by 

2.  Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  19th,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to  the 

Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Circulation 

office  of  publication  in  Little  Rock,  of  the 
results  of  the  Campaign. 

Campaign  as  received  the  week  of  January 

3.  Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be  re¬ 
ported  as  soon  as  complete. 

- - - - - * - - 

18th  through  January  24th. 

E.  D.  Galloway 

District  Superintendent 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  contmo 
informed  and  strong  Methodism  in 
needed  in  every  Methodist  home  for 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 

District  Superintendent 


Kenneth  L. 
Spore 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  the 
Methodists  are  proud  of  it  and  support 
assistant.  January  11  to  18  is  a  most 
L.  Spore 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 


E.  Clifton  Rule 

District  Superintendent 

The  importance  of  the  ARKANSAS  J® 
year  to  year.  There  ought  not  be  a  I*" 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  GIVES  ONE  WEEK 


CHURCH  PAPERS 


JAN.  11  Through  JAN.  18, 1959  | 
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area  unites  in  *  *  *  *  *  ***** 

IRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 

....  With  Goal  Of  35,000  Subscribers! 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


ERENCE 

tion  Quota  1126 

raska  Savage 
)islrici  Director 

r  Every  Methodist  is  a  better 
METHODIST.— T.  T.  McNeal 


tion  Quota 

Miller 

lisirict  Director 


deprived  the  privilege  of  free 
But  perhaps  not  more  unfor- 
the  door  on  themselves;  when, 
y  a  day,  they  could  through  the 
of  religious  literature  and  keep 
at  Church.  Yes,  and  even  the 


tion  Quota  1202 

i  Sorrells 
•islricl  Director 

i  subscribe  for  and  read  the 
n  literature  and  every  spiritual 
NSAS  METHODIST.— Robert  B. 


tion  Quota  2734 

B.  Hays 
’islrict  Director 

sPensable  publication  for  a  well 
that  reason,  it  is  particularly 
■— E.  D.  Galloway 


W.  Neill  Hart 


tion  Quota 


E.  D. 
Galloway 


ne  While 
■strict  Director 

°f  its  kind,  anywhere.  Arkansas 
No  pastor  can  have  a  better 
for  our  work  ahead. — Kenneth 


tion  Quota  1314 

A.  Hale 
■strict  Director 

r. Methodist  homes  grows  from 
■"tout  it  in  1959.— E.  Clifton  Rule 


Subscription  Quota 

J.  J.  Caraway 

District  Director 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent 

What  a  man  sees  determines  what  he  is.  Only  Methodists  who  see  the  total  program 
of  the  Church  can  become  the  finest  Methodists  and  make  the  best  possible  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  Informed  Methodists  are  better  Methodists  and  better 
Christians.  Read  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  to  keep  yourself  informed. 

— A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


Subscription  Quota  2295 

M.  Dave  Felder 

District  Director 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

D.  W.  Poole 

District  Superintendent 

We  need  to  keep  informed  about  what  our  church  is  doing,  and  plans  to  do.  We  need 
inspiration.  We  need  desperately  to  pray  and  study  to  find  the  will  of  God  for  our 
lives.  We  believe  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  help  in  all  these  areas  and 
aid  each  of  us  individually  and  collectively  to  more  effectively  follow  and  more 
intimately  know  our  Christ. — D.  W.  Poole 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1101 

R.  R.  Branlon  Kirby  Vining 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  long  since  made  a  place  of  usefulness  for  itself 
in  the  total  program  of  the  church,  and  is  now  an  established  institution  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  The  people  who  are  subscribers  know  its  value,  but  the  coming  campaign 
.  should  seek  not  only  renewal  of  subscription  from  those  who  are  loyal  supporters, 

r.  r.  Branton  but  also  the  enlistment  of  all  Methodist  families.— R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1287 

Sam  Nader  Kenneth  McDowell 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  “a  tie  that  binds”  all  Christian  hearts  in  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  other  kindred  places  in  continuing  fellowship,  acquired  and  inspired. 
Many  readers  will  tell  you  that  it  is  “a  voice  in  the  wilderness,”  at  this  time  when 
the  assertion,  “You  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free”  is  being 
everywhere  challenged. — Sam  Nader 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1626 

James  T.  Harris  L.  Gray  Wilson 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  continues  to  be  a  wonderful  source  of  information  and 
inspiration  for  our  church  people.  Surely  every  pastor  in  the  Monroe  District  will  do 
his  best  to  exceed  the  quota  of  subscriptions  for  his  charge.— James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1616 

Henry  A.  Rickey  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  most  effective  denominations  in  the  country  today  make  large  use  of  their 
Church  papers.  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  won  for  itself  a  place  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  We  should  subscribe  to  it;  read  it;  and  send  in  news  articles. 

— Henry  A.  Rickey 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1387 

Luman  Douglas  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  one  of  cur  best  publications.  The  reader  of  this 
paper  is  aware  of  the  news  of  Methodism  in  our  Conference  and  Area,  and  around 
the  world.  It  should  go  to  every  Methodist  home  in  Louisiana.— Luman  E.  Douglas 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  2598 

Jolly  B.  Harper  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  meets  a  need  which  cannot  be  met  in  any  other  way 
in  our  Church.  It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  all  of  the  families  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  will  have  it  coming  regularly. — Jolly  B.  Harper 
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E.  Clifton  Rule 


The  Subscription 
Price  $2.00 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the  Edi¬ 
tor  to  send,  as  a  minimum,  one  subscription 
for  every  3  members  reported  to  the  last 
Annual  Conference  session,  the  price  is  $1.50 
per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications  in 
Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than  $2.00  and 
most  of  them  sell  for  more. 


The  Quota  And 
The  Goal 

The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge  or 
District,  new  subscribers,  plus  renewals,  plus 
subscriptions  not  due,  equal  one  subscription 
for  each  nine  active  members  in  the  Charge 
or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 


Sam  Nader 


Henry  A 
Rickey 
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What  Christmas 
Means  To  Me 

By  Jackie  Crouch 
Aubrey  Methodist  Church 
Lexa,  Arkansas 

Have  you  ever  stopped  and  asked 
yourself,  “What  does  Christmas 
mean  to  me?”,  or  do  you  just  take 
the  Christmas  season  for  granted? 
I  must  admit  that  I  have  been  guil¬ 
ty  of  taking  everything  in  the 
Christmas  season  for  granted,  but  I 
now  ask  myself,  “What  does  Christ¬ 
mas  mean  to  me?”  This  is  my  feel¬ 
ing  about  Christmas. 

Immediately  when  we  think  of 
Christmas,  we  think  of  trees,  gifts, 
cards,  decorations  and  many  other 
things. 

The  most  important  significance 
of  Christmas  is  celebrating  the 
birth  of  Christ.  Nearly  two  centuries 
ago  in  Bethlehem,  a  baby  was  born, 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes  and 
laid  in  a  manger.  This  baby  was 
called  Jesus.  Jesus  grew  up  to  be 
the  great  follower  of  God  of  whom 
everyone  knows.  I  once  heard  a  wo¬ 
man  exclaim  when  asked  about  the 
gifts  she  wanted  for  Christmas, 
“W  h  y  should  I  want  a  gift  for 
Christmas?  It  is  not  my  birthday. 
It  is  Christ’s  birthday  and  we  should 
remember  H  i  m  instead  of  our¬ 
selves.” 

Besides  the  religious  significance 
of  Christmas,  I  would  like  to  men¬ 
tion  a  few  other  important  things. 

The  Christmas  season  is  a  time  of 
joy.  Everyone  is  happy  and  forgets 
all  cares' and  grievances.  We  should 
make  a  special  effort  to  be  kind  to 
someone  we  don’t  like  or  maybe 
even  do  something  nice  for  them. 

We  like  to  give  gifts  to  the  ones 
we  love,  to  thank  them  for  the  many 
things  they  have  done  for  us  and 
to  show  them  how  much  we  care 
for  them. 

Christmas  is  a  time  for  singing 
the  old  familiar  carols  which  have 
gone  down  through  the  ages  and 
will  probably  still  be  here  for  many 
years  to  come.  One  of  the  most  pop¬ 
ular  carols,  “Joy  to  the  World,”  tells 
of  the  happiness  of  all  mankind 
when  Christ  was  born. 

During  Christmas,  families  get  to¬ 
gether  and  decorate  trees  and  ex¬ 
change  gifts.  There  is  the  joy  of 
being  together  and  the  fellowship 
in  the  home.  Santa  claus  makes  a 
visit  and  leaves  gifts  for  everyone. 
We  know  that  nothing  can  thrill  us 
more  than  to  see  the  faces  of 
youngsters  on  Christmas  morning 
after  Santa  has  paid  his  visit.  In  the 
poem,  “If  You’ve  Never,”  by  Mrs. 
William  Baggett,  it  is  said,  “If 
you’ve  Never  spent  a  Christmas  in 
a  home  where  children  live,  then 
you’ve  missed  the  greatest  blessing 
that  this  old  world  can  give.” 

All  of  these  things  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  combined  together,  make  up 
Christmas  spirit.  Everyone  should 
have  at  least  a  little  Christmas 
spirit.  If  he  doesn’t,  he  must  be 
a  very  unhappy  person. 

No  one  has  ever  had  the  same 
feeling  of  Christmas  as  another  per¬ 
son,  and  probably  never  will,  but 
because  of  the  reasons  I  have  given, 
I  think  Christmas  time  is  the  great¬ 
est  time  of  the  year. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Francis- Lee 

The  Francis-Lee  sub-district  met 
December  1  at  Madison,  Ark.  Bruce 
Whitten  of  Marianna  had  the  edu¬ 
cational  program.  Janet  McCutchen, 
Maria  Jones,  Gene  Elshingstone, 
and  Donald  Wilkes  were  on  the 
panel. 

The  religious  program  was  given 
by  Madison  youth.  Carolyn  Kerr, 
reporter. 


Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  sub-district  met  De¬ 
cember  11  at  the  Weiner  Methodist 
Church.  The  seven  churches  repre¬ 
sented  were  Marked  Tree,  Fisher, 
Truman,  Weona,  Centerview,  Har¬ 
risburg,  and  Weiner.  There  were  55 
present. 

The  program,  presented  by  the 
Weiner  youth,  carried  out  the 
Christmas  theme.  Robert  McGill, 
vice  president,  presided  over  the 
business  meeting  and  brief  council 
meeting. 

The  group  went  to  the  gaily  dec¬ 
orated  club  house  for  games  and 
refreshments. 

Next  meeting  will  be  at  Truman 
in  January  and  will  be  on  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation.  Charlotte  Dale, 
publicity  chairman. 


Southwest 

A  Parent-Youth  banquet  was  the 
main  Fall  activity  of  the  Southwest 
sub-district,  which  includes  church¬ 
es  in  and  near  Benton  and  Little 
Rock. 

Purpose  of  the  banquet  was  to 
improve  parent-youth  relations  and 
to  acquaint  parents  with  the  func¬ 
tions  and  goals  of  the  M.Y.F. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Rev. 
C.  W.  Good,  pastor  of  the  Bauxite 
Methodist  Church.  A  devotional 
and  two  skits  about  cooperating 
with  the  M.Y.F.  were,  also,  pre¬ 
sented. 

Group  singing  was  led  by  Rev. 
John  Hassler,  a  special  guest  from 
Little  Rock. 

Parents  were  favorably  impressed 
with  the  entire  banquet,  which  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

A  Fall  project  of  Southwest  was 
a  clothing,  newspaper  and  magazine 
drive.  The  items  collected  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  Rev.  Pearl  Stockton,  di¬ 
rector  and  superintendent  of  the 
Union  Rescue  Mission  of  Little 
Rock,  a  voluntary  non-denomina- 
tional  organization,  which  helps 
wandering  and  down-trodden  men. 
During  the  year  the  Mission  has 
fed  98,000  men  and  provided  32,- 
000  lodgings. 

A  near-record  attendance  of  156 
was  had  at  the  last  meeting  held  at 
Pointview.  Bill  Luce,  Douglassville, 
is  president  and  Carolyn  Couch, 
Salem,  is  secretary. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

Youth — Millions  of  Them 

If  you  are  a  teen-ager  you  are 
not  alone!  With  the  gang  around 
you  have  never  really  felt  alone, 
I  suppose.  But  I  just  wanted  you  to 
know  there  are  some  other  teeners 
around  besides  little  ole  you! 

As  we  enter  a  new  year  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  we  might  take 
note  of  the  recent  best  estimates  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census  as  to  how  many  there  are 
in  the  youth  age-range  and  the  po¬ 
tential  youth  age-range  as  we  take 
leave  of  1958.  Their  best  estimate 
is  that  there  are  37,393,000  young 
people  in  these  United  States  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  5  and  17.  Besides 
these,  there  are  little  brothers  and 
sisters  under  5  years  of  age  totalling 
another  18,374,000.  That  means  there 
are  50%  as  many  youngsters  under 
5  as  there  are  between  5  and  17. 

As  a  church  periodical  we  are  in¬ 
terested  in  these  folks  from  the 
standpoint  of  their  religious  training 
as  well  as  their  public  education. 
Looking  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of 
a  religious  educator  in  the  church, 
there  are  37,393,000  youth  of  high 
school  age  and  under,  now  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  who  should  also  be  en¬ 
rolled  in  some  form  of  religious  ed¬ 
ucation,  in  some  organized  institu¬ 
tion  of  religion  in  their  communi¬ 
ties.  And  before  you  breathe  too 
easily  on  that  one,  realize  that  those 
18  million  plus  pre-school  charac¬ 
ters  of  today  will  be  teen-agers  in 
the  next  8-10  years. 

How  fine  it  would  be  if  we  could 
say  that  the  vast  majority  of  these 
youngsters  are  receiving  some  kind 
of  religious  training.  But  the  most 
optimistic  estimates  will  not  exceed 
the  hopeful  figure  that  one-third  of 
the  children  and  youth  are  now  re¬ 
ceiving  regular  religious  training  in 
church  and  synagogue  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Can  that  mean 
that  25  million  kids  are  being  spiri¬ 
tually  short-changed  as  they  grow 
up?  I  hope  my  information  is  off 
the  beam, 'but  I  am  fearful  that  it  is 
very  nearly  correct.  Do  the  church 
schools  of  your  town  enroll  half  the 
school  Dopulation  under  seventeen? 
Do  half  the  kids  enrolled  attend 
with  any  regularity?  Do  those  who 
do  attend  get  enough  religious 
training  in  their  exposure  to  the 
Christian  training  so  they  develop 
into  responsible  churchmen  as 
adults? 

Well,  these  are  our  kids,  fellow 
Americans.  They  are  our  responsi¬ 
bility  fellow  members  of  the  church. 
Thev  are  candidates  for  civilization. 
Will  that  civilization  be  a  black¬ 
board  jungle  with  dead-end  streets 
and  criminal  delinquency?  That’s 
the  unfortunate  future  for  a  lot  of 
these  umpteen  million  kids,  if  the 
church  and  related  agencies  don’t 
get  parents  aroused  enough  to  make 
responsible  use  of  their  parenthood 
in  terms  of  the  religious  training  of 
their  children. 

That’s  a  whale  of  a  job,  but  it 
won’t  cost  as  much  as  picking  up 
the  pieces  in  years  to  come.  T.oday’s 
youth  fellowshiper  has  his  share  in 
the  iob  of  reaching  fellow  youth  for 
Christ  and  the  Church.  It  calls  for 
Christian  faith,  Christian  witness, 
Christian  outreach,  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  Christian  service,  on 
the  part  of  each  current  member 


New  Courses  For 
Workers  With  Youth 

Workers  with  youth,  owing  to  the 
inquiring  minds  of  their  young 
charges  and  to  the  importance  both 
to  the  individual  and  to  the  world 
of  winning  youth  to  Christ,  have  a 
challenge  that  is  unique.  To  help 
youth  workers  to  meet  their  chal¬ 
lenge  in  a  way  that  is  more  than 
adequate,  the  Youth  Department  of 
the  Division  of  the  local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education,  urges 
that  advantage  be  taken  of  courses 
offered  by  the  Christian  Workers’ 
School  program.  An  examination  of 
the  Manual  for  Christian  Workers’ 
Schools  (700-B)  for  1959  (to  be 
ready  by  January  1)  will  give  youth 
workers  clear  ideas  as  to  which 
cources  they  can  most  profitably 
request  for  Christian  Workers’ 
Schools  in  their  areas.  The  sugges¬ 
tion  has  been  made  that  schools 
solely  for  youth  workers  would  pro¬ 
vide  excellent  opportunities  for 
study  and  expansion  of  skills. 

One  of  the  newest  courses  for 
youth  workers,  an  advanced  one 
designed  for  use  in  the  Second 
Series  schools  (at  least  ten  hours), 
is  “Counseling  Youth.”  Principles 
and  methods  of  guiding  youth  indi¬ 
vidually  and  in  groups  are  dealt 
with  in  this  course,  which  has  for 
its  texts  the  book  Counseling  with 
Young  People,  by  C.  E.  Morris,  and 
the  booklet  Counseling  for  Church 
Vocations  (3200-BC),  edited  by  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Ewing. 

Course  315.15,  “Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Youth,”  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  revised.  The  new  textbooks 
for  it  are  Wide  as  the  World,  by 
Louise  B.  Griffiths  (for  leaders  of 
intermediates),  and  .  In  One  Spirit, 
by  D.  Campbell  Wyckoff  (for  lead¬ 
ers  of  seniors).  This  course  focuses 
upon  the  need  for  working  toward 
a  Christian  world  community  and 
upon  the  development  of  a  con¬ 
structive  program  of  missionary 
study  and  activity  in  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship. 


Information  For 
Intermediates 

Twelve-year-olds  ready  to  be¬ 
come  members  of  the  Intermediate 
Youth  Fellowship  will  find  much 
information  about  the  scope,  pur¬ 
pose,  and  organization  of  their 
group  in  a  new  Youth  Department 
leaflet.  It  is  who  .  .  .  when  .  .  . 
where  .  .  .  what  .  .  .  about  the 
Methodist  youth  fellowship  for  in¬ 
termediates  (2488-B). 

The  leaflet  refers  readers  to  the 
Handbook  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  for  briefings  on  the  du¬ 
ties  of  officers  before  the  elections 
are  held,  so  that  the  best  people 
will  be  picked  for  each  job.  Work 
on  committees  is  discussed  briefly, 
and  the  work  to  be  done  in  council 
meetings  is  outlined.  The  free  book¬ 
let  may  be  ordered  from  the  Service 
Department,  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see. 


of  your  MYF.  Check  yourself  on 
that  list.  Doing  your  share? 
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NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  TO  HEAR  MRS.  ARRINGTON— 

Mrs.  Paul  Arrington,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  will  address  the  New  Orleans 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  at  its  meeting  January  15 
at  St.  Luke’s  Church.  Mrs.  Arrington  taught  the  study  “Isaiah”  at  the 
1958  Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Missions  at  Centenary  College. 

Mrs.  Arrington  is  now  Vice-President  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women;  member  of  the  U.S.  Executive  Committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council;  and  member  of  the  National  Women’s  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  International  Christian  University,  Tokyo,  Japan. 


and  Canada  and  taking  part  in  for¬ 
tieth  anniversary  celebrations  of  the 
college  in  cities  from  coast  to  coast. 
He  is  traveling  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Tokyo  Woman’s  Christian 
College  Cooperating  Committee, 
which  represents  seven  Protestant 
denominations  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  Among  the  guests 
whom  he  will  meet  in  a  visit  to  New 
York  City  will  be  former  teachers 
and  eighteen  graduates  of  Tokyo 
Woman’s  Christian  College.  One 
graduate,  Mrs.  Miyako  Ishibashi, 
who  is  general  secretary  of  the 
Young  Women’s  Christian  Associ¬ 
ation  in  Japan,  is  on  an  assignment 
to  the  United  Nations.  Dr.  Takagi, 
who  has  been  for  five  years  a  tutor 
of  Japan’s  Crown  Prince,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Japan  Academy,  highest 
academic  society  in  Japan. 


The  Protestant  Pavilion  at  the 
Brussels  Universal  Exposition  is  to 
become  a  permanent  Protestant 
Center  in  Belgium.  The  U.S.  Section 
of  the  continuing  International 
Christian  Committee  is  launching  a 
drive  for  funds  in  the  United  States 
to  help  realize  these  plans.  The  com¬ 
mittee  under  the  co-chairmanship 
of  Mrs.  Theodore  Wedel,  immediate 
past-president  of  the  United  Church 
Women,  and  Charles  C.  Parlin,  New 
York  lawyer  and  Methodist  layman, 
has  set  a  goal  of  $90,000  to  help 
Belgians  re-erect  the  building  in 
modified  form  as  a  permanent  cen¬ 
ter  for  worship  and  ecumenical  ac¬ 
tivities.  It  will  be  under  the  auspices 
and  ownership  of  the  Belgian  Prot¬ 
estant  Federation. 


A  committee  of  prominent  Amer¬ 
ican  churchwomen  has  undertaken 
a  two-year  project  to  raise  $175,000 
for  the  completion  of  the  church 
building  on  the  campus  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  in 
Tokyo,  Japan.  The  sponsoring  group 
is  the  Women’s  Planning  Committee 
of  the  Japan  International  Christian 
University  Foundation  at  44  East 
23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.Y.  Re¬ 
lated  to  this  campaign  drive  for  1958 
and  1959,  the  Committee  is  arrang¬ 
ing  an  air  excursion  to  Japan  in 
October,  1959.  According  to  Mrs. 
Samuel  McCrea  Cavert,  chairman 
for  the  special  project,  the  commit¬ 
tee  is  seeking  to  raise  $125,000  for 
the  sanctuary  and  chancel,  $25,000 
in  memorial  gifts  for  the  erection  of 
a  tower,  and  $25,000  for  an  organ. 


Mrs.  Randolph 
Speaking  At  Wynne 

Mrs.  Milton  Randolph  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  is  speaking  Thurs¬ 
day,  January  8,  at  the  Forrest  City 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  meeting  at  Wynne. 

Mrs.  Randolph,  an  active  church 
woman  and  daughter  of  a  Methodist 
minister,  is  director  of  the  Family 
Worship  Department  of  The  Upper 
Room.  She  was  one  of  the  speakers 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  at  Fort 
Smith  in  1958. 


Women  In  The  Church 

By  Mary  Fowler 

A  Methodist  deaconess  from 
Georgia  is  the  only  American  par¬ 
ticipating  during  the  1958-59  aca¬ 
demic  year  in  the  “Program  of  Ad¬ 
vanced  Religious  Studies”  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City.  Dr.  Evelyn  Berry,  professor  of 
philosophy  at  Paine  College,  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  since  1933,  is  one  of 
twenty-four  scholars  from  around 
the  world  who  have  received  spe¬ 
cial  one-year  fellowships  under  the 
program.  Each  participant  is  termed 
an  “ecumenical  fellow.” 


Dr.  Sadaji  Takagi,  president  of 
Tokyo  Woman’s  Christian  College, 
Japan,  is  visiting  the  United  States 


“Bread  for  ourselves  is  a  physi¬ 
cal  matter,  but  bread  for  our  neigh¬ 
bors  is  a  spiritual  matter,”  declared 
Mrs.  Paul  Spence,  of  Alliance,  Ohio, 
president  of  North  Central  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  as  she 
accepted  pledges  totaling  $2,303,254 
from  the  seventeen  annual  confer¬ 
ence  WSCS  groups  for  the  year 
ahead. 


Dr.  Madeleine  B  a  r  o  t,  executive 
secretary  of  the  “Department  of 
Cooperation  of  Men  and  Women  in 
Church  and  Society”  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  was  the  first 
woman  to  speak  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Lausanne,  Switzerland.  She  recently 
addressed  5,000  Protestant  women 
from  the  Canton  of  Vaud  on  the  role 
of  lay  women  in  the  church.  Be- 


Southwest  Conference 
On  Christian  World 
Missions  Announced 

Plans  have  been  announced  for 
the  1959  Southwest  Conference  on 
Christian  World  Mission  to  be  held 
June  13-19,  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas.  Sponsored  by 
the  denominations  of  the  area  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
intensive  considerations  are  given 
to  the  mission  study  themes  for 
1959-60. 

“Africa”  will  be  taught  by  Dr. 
Emory  Ross,  former  Africa  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Division  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  former  missionary  to  Af¬ 
rica  and  expert  on  that  continent. 
Dr.  Ross  has  recently  returned  from 
a  four  month  tour  of  that  continent. 

“Town  and  Country  Church”  will 
be  taught  by  the  Professor  of  Rural 
Church  Life,  Missouri  University. 

Other  courses  will  be  taught  on 
The  Missionary  Vocation  of  the 
Church,  Christian  Faith  Confront 
the  Living  Religions  of  the  World, 
Biblical  Basis  of  the  World  Mission 
of  the  Church,  Methods  in  Mission¬ 
ary  Education;  United  Church  Wom¬ 
en  and  The  Mission  and  World  Af¬ 
fairs. 

“Group  Education  Techniques” 
will  be  led  by  Miss  Dorothy  Foster, 
Area  Secretary  for  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

“Audio-Visual  Program”  will  be 
conducted  by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Tyr¬ 
rell,  Department  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Dubuque  Seminary. 

More  information  can  be  obtained 
next  month  from  the  conference 
missionary  secretaries. 

cause  of  an  overflow  crowd,  a  sec¬ 
ond  service  was  held  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Francois. 


A  record  initiation  contribution 
of  $218,000  to  carry  forward  the 
foreign  work  of  the  National  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  of 
the  U.S.A.  was  reported  as  the  As¬ 
sociation  ODened  its  nationwide  1958 
World  Fellowshio  Observance  in 
November.  The  1958  World  Fellow¬ 
ship  contribution  will  be  used  by 
the  National  Board  in  the  continued 
development  of  its  advisory  service 
and  budget  grants  in  more  than  20 
of  the  70  countries  where  Associ¬ 
ations  affiliated  with  the  World 
YMCA  are  at  work  today.  Among 
new  work  under  way  is  that  in 
West  Africa,  where  an  American 
YMCA  advisory  secretary  is  direct¬ 
ing  leadershiD  training  for  YWCA 
members  in  Ghana,  Liberia,  Nigeria 
and  Sierra  Leone,  and  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Federation  of  African  States. 
Other  countries  where  the  YWCA 
of  the  U.S.A.  has  advisory  secre¬ 
taries  or  provide  grants  for  pro¬ 
grams  are  Thailand.  Burma,  the 
Philippines,  Taiwan,  Korea,  Mexico, 
Puerto  Rico,  Germany,  Greece, 
Turkey,  Lebanon,  Jordan,  Egypt, 
India,  Uganda,  South  Africa,  Bra¬ 
zil,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Uruguay  and  Ar¬ 
gentina.  An  American  secretary  also 
is  assisting  in  the  South  American 
YWCA’s  Technical  School  and 
another  is  working  directly  with 
the  YWCA  of  Liberia. 
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The  Clothes  Line 

By  Christina  H.  Jones* 


It  is  a  long  line,  the  Clothes  Line 
of  the  American  Churches. 

It  crisscrosses  the  country  from 
East  to  West,  from  North  to  South, 
and  stretches  across  the  oceans  to 
touch  down  in  the  great  cities  of  the 
world. 

Hung  with  garments  of  every  size 
and  shape,  use  and  quality,  it  repre¬ 
sents  the  loving  concern  of  Christian 
folk  for  their  counterparts  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Let  us  bring  this  Clothes  Line  to 
earth  in  the  historic  cities  of  the 
Nehr  East  where  the  Near  East 
Cnristian  Council  Committee  for 
Refugee  Work  undertakes  the  task 
of  taking  the  clothes  off  the  line 
for  a  tremendously  large  number  of 
Arab  refugees. 

Before  visiting  the  clothing  cen¬ 
ters,  a  few  behind-the-scenes  facts 
will  give  us  a  greater  appreciation 
of  this  operation  which  involves 
thousands  of  volunteers  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  the  cooperation  of  the 
United  Nations  Relief  and  Works 
Agency. 

*  *  * 

When  UNRWA  was  set  up  by  the 
United  Nations  to  care  for  nearly 
one  million  Arab  refugees,  its  first 
concern  was  for  food,  shelter,  med¬ 
ical  care  and  education.  The  task  of 
clothing  these  refugees  fell  to  the 
service  arms  of  the  churches — 
Church  World  Service,  the  Ponti¬ 
fical  Mission,  Lutheran  World  Fed¬ 
eration,  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  the  Mennonite  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee. 

Though  UNRWA  cannot  clothe 
the  refugees,  it  realizes  keenly  the 
importance  of  this  service  and  gives 
considerable  aid — paying  for  ocean 
freight,  port  charges,  and  transport 
costs  on  all  clothing,  and  supplying 
distribution  lists  to  the  clothing  cen¬ 
ters. 

Its  statistical  report  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1958,  shows  that  it 
spend  $225,906  for  sea  freight,  port 
charges,  and  transport  costs  on  3,- 
101,469  pounds  of  clothing  in  that 
period. 

The  NECCCRW  is  the  agency 
through  which  Church  World  Serv¬ 
ice  channels  its  clothing.  The  Exec¬ 
utive  Secretary,  in  his  1957  Annual 
Report,  records  over  1,000,000 
pounds  of  clothing  received  by  his 
organization  of  which  “CWS  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  three-quarters.” 
This  represents  slightly  more  than 
one-third  of  all  clothing  shipped 
through  UNRWA  to  the  Near  East. 
The  NECCCRW  needs  much  because 
it  operates  in  five  great  cities  in 
five  countries. 

*  *  * 

Now  we  are  ready  to  visit  the 
centers. 

The  first  is  in  Cairo — former  cen¬ 
ter  of  ancient  culture  and  learning — 
now  a  teeming  modern  city.  There 
are  not  many  Arab  refugees  in 
Egypt,  but  there  are  at  least  5,000 
destitute  people  who  can  no  longer 
fight  the  battle  for  survival  alone. 

To  a  downtown  clothing  center 
come  the  poorest  of  the  poor  to 
choose  garments  that  will  protect 
them  from  the  chill  winds  that  blow 
from  the  desert  on  a  winter  night, 
and  will  help  their  children  to  be 


*Mrs.  Jones,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
lard  A.  Jones,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Near  East  Christian  Council  Committee  for 
Refugee  Work,  has  lived  for  years  with  the 
problems  of  which  she  writes.  Her  husband 
has  been  the  Church  World  Service  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Jerusalem  since  1953. 


decently  clad  when  they  go  off  to 
school. 

This  last  is  particularly  important, 
for  they  have  their  pride,  these 
people  who  are  not  beggars.  Most 
of  them  had  a  little  money  when 
they  fled  to  Egypt  and  in  the  early 
days  of  exile  they  maintained  them¬ 
selves  with  sturdy  independence. 
Now,  their  resources  gone,  they  are 
destitute. 

*  *  * 

The  line  now  stretches  north  to 
Gaza — city  of  Samson — immemorial 
link  between  the  Bedouin  of  the 
East  and  the  traders  of  the  West. 

A  NECCCRW  in  Gaza  ministers 
to  many  of  the  220,000  refugees  who 
live  in  large,  crowded  camps.  CWS 
sends  clothing  for  at  least  half  of 
the  refugees  and  this  is  distributed 
by  UNRWA.  The  Committee  keeps 
a  percentage  of  all  CWS  clothing 
for  about  3,000  families  who  do  not 
come  under  the  UNRWA  mandate. 

The  refugees  “spend”  their  an¬ 
nual  point  rations  shrewdly,  and 
there  is  a  light  in  their  eyes  when 
a  blanket  or  coverlet  is  available  or 
when  they  spy  good  garments  for 
the  children. 


They  search  eagerly  for  men’s 
suits — but,  alas,  they  are  all  too  few. 
f  *  *  * 

Now  the  line  is  pulling  to  the 
north  along  the  Mediterranean  to 
Beirut,  capital  of  Lebanon,  port  of 
the  Phoenicians,  busy  business  cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Near  East. 

The  Joint  Christian  Committee,  a 
merger  of  the  Congressional  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  Committee  and  NEC¬ 
CCRW,  distributes  clothing  to  102,- 
000  refugees  scattered  throughout 
the  country  in  camps  and  villages. 

To  this  center  come  “the  proud 
poor”  —  Palestinian  refugees  who 
have  never  been  on  UNRWA  lists 
because  they  were  able  to  manage 
in  the  early  days.  When  their  money 
was  gone,  they  were  either  too  late 
to  enroll  or  too  proud  to  beg.  They 
are  in  great  need.  Beirut  can  be 
very  cold  in  winter  and  warm  gar¬ 
ments  and  bedding  are  vital  to  life. 

*  *  * 

It  is  altogether  fitting  that  the 
Clothes  Line  end  in  the  Holy  City — 
Jerusalem,  where  even  the  dust  in 
the  streets  has  sacred  significance 
for  every  Christian. 

Here,  in  a  shell-torn  building  on 
the  line  that  divides  Jerusalem  into 
two  cities,  the  International  Chris¬ 
tian  Committee  carries  on  its  cloth¬ 
ing  operations,  ministering  to  100,- 
000  of  the  350,000  refugees.  In  Jeru¬ 
salem  alone,  clothing  distributions  to 
the  6,853  families  on  the  UNRWA 


rolls  (approximately  35,000  persons) 
requires  eight  or  nine  hundred 
bales. 

In  addition  to  family  bundles,  as¬ 
sistance  is  given  to  orphans  homes, 
hospitals,  homes  for  the  aged, 
schools  for  little  girls  rescued  from 
the  streets,  the  Russian  Sisters  on 
the  Mount  of  Olives  and  in  the 
Gardens  of  Gethsemane. 

Overlooking  the  center  is  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  a  constant  remind¬ 
er  of  Jesus’  sorrowing  over  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  His  day,  and  of  His  words, 
“I  was  naked  and  ye  clothed  me.” 

*  *  * 

Yes — the  Clothes  Line  is  long,  and 
intensely  human. 

To  those  who  take  the  clothes 
from  the  line  to  give  them  to  a 
people  bereft,  insecure  and  often 
bitter,  there  is  a  deep  hope  that  none 
of  the  loving  concern  behind  these 
clothes  may  be  lost,  that  somehow 
it  will  reach  the  heart  of  the  re¬ 
cipient — the  impoverished  business 
man,  the  proud  matron  ashamed  to 
appear  in  public  in  shabby  clothes, 
the  eager  young  teacher  not  able  to 
buy  a  suit,  the  lovely  little  girl 
whose  eyes  shine  with  delight  over 
a  warm,  pretty  dress,  the  boy  proud 
in  his  new-found,  clean,  neat  jeans, 
and  the  baby  wrapped  snugly  in  a 
warm  blanket  sent  from  America 
by  someone  who  cared. 

And  many,  many  times,  it  does. 

(The  people  of  our  churches  can 
help  stretch  the  Clothes  Line  from 
America  to  the  cold  and  destitute 
people  of  the  Near  East,  and  to 
every  other  corner  of  the  free  world 
where  the  need  is  great  and  people 
are  ragged  with  contributions  of 
funds  and  clothing  made  through 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and 
through  response  to  the  United 
Clothing  Appeal  of  the  churches.) 


THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN.  " But  a  Samaritan,  as  up  his  wounds,  pouring  on  oil  and  wine;  then  he  set  him 
he  journeyed,  came  to  where  he  was;  and  when  he  saw  on  his  own  beast  and  brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  he 
him,  he  had  compassion,  and  went  to  him  and  bound  took  care  of  him."  (Luke  10:33-34  RSV)  (RNS  photo) 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Alexandria  Parsonettes  Honor 

Mrs .  A .  W.  Townsend  During  Christmas 

By  Veda  Blalock  * 

Church  Secretary,  David  Haas  Memorial 


“This  Is  Your  Life,  Flo,”  replete 
with  telegrams  and  letters  from 
friends  in  many  states,  was  the 
theme  of  the  program  honoring  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Townsend  at  the  annual 
Christmas  supper  of  the  Alexandria 
District  Parsonettes.  The  event, 
held  Thursday  Dec.  11th  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Pineville,  for  the  wife  of 
the  Alexandria  District  superinten¬ 
dent,  was  attended,  also,  by  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  district. 

Related  by  Mrs.  A.  D.  St.  Amant 
Jr.,  the  script  recounted,  perceptive¬ 
ly  and  humorously,  the  life  and  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  West  Virginia  girl 
who  married  at  19  and  came  to 
Louisiana  as  the  wife  of  a  young 
pastor. 

Pick  Someone  Like  Flo 

“If  ever  you  are  somewhat  bored 
with  living,  try  working  up  a  “This 
Is  Your  Life” — but  be  sure  to  choose 
somebody  like  Flo  Townsend,  so 
there  will  be  no  disappointments  in 
your  task,”  said  Mrs.  St.  Amant  in 
opening  the  program. 

The  meeting  of  Mrs.  Townsend 
with  her  future  husband  took  place 
when  she  was  13,  while  attending 
a  home  wedding.  The  romance  con¬ 
tinued  and  six  years  later,  at  the 
end  of  her  freshman  year  at  Hunt¬ 
ington  College,  they  were  married. 
Mr.  Townsend  was  then  pastor  at 
Farmerville. 

Studies  In  New  Orleans 

In  New  Orleans  she  studied  or¬ 
gan;  in  Hodge  embarked  on  a  con¬ 
cert  tour  with  Nellie  Mae  Gunn  and 
in  Shreveport  first  heard  she  was 
growing  old  when  she  was  invited 
by  one  of  the  church  school  young¬ 
sters  to  talk  to  his  department  on 
Easter  “because  we  want  an  elderly 
person  to  speak  to  us.”  Mrs.  Town¬ 
send  was  then  35. 

“I  don’t  know  whether  you  ever 
forgave  him,”  the  story  continued. 
“But  you  must  have  been  very  kind 
to  him  for  he  is  now  your  son-in¬ 


law.  Rev.  Don  Guynes,  associate 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church 
in  Lake  Charles,  was  the  youth.  He 
married  Jocelyn  Townsend,  who 
was  born  in  Farmerville,  and  named 
for  the  music  her  mother  so  loved. 

The  last  move  the  Townsends 
made  was  to  Alexandria,  when  he 
became  superintendent  of  the  Al¬ 
exandria  district. 

“Here  your  life  has  indeed  been 
rich  and  varied.  Just  being  a 
preacher’s  wife  has  been  a  pretty 
full  time  job  through  the  years,  and 
being  a  district  superintendent’s 
wife  is  even  fuller — You  are  an  in¬ 
valuable  help  to  “The  Parsonettes” 
as  a  group  and  to  many  personally.” 

They  Were  There 

The  program  was  interspersed 
with  musical  selection  with  Mrs. 
Clark  Bell  of  Oakdale,  as  accom¬ 
panist  and  with  telegrams  and  let¬ 
ters  from  old  friends  throughout 
many  states.  Mrs.  R.  M.  Rose  of 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Townsend,  who  is  spending  the 
winter  with  her,  was  there  as  were 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Guynes  and  their 
children.  Delaine  and  Guy  Town¬ 
send  Guynes  and  Mrs.  Harry  K. 
Poulan  of  Shreveport,  long  a  close 
friend. 

Others  who  spoke  briefly  to  re¬ 
late  episodes  in  Mrs.  Townsend’s 
life  included  Mrs.  W.  Otis  Spinks, 
Rev.  St.  Amant,  Rev.  Townsend 
and  Mrs.  John  F.  Kilpatrick,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  parsonettes. 

Letters,  condensed  and  read  as 
“telegrams”  came  from  Bishop  Paul 
Martin  of  Little  Rock;  Mrs.  Town¬ 
send’s  brother,  Angus  Ross;  her 
aunt,  Mrs.  Cora  Mae  Starkey;  two 
high  school  friends,  Mrs.  Charles 
Barnett  and  Mrs.  James  Greesson 
who  were  bridesmaids  at  her  wed¬ 
ding,  all  of  Huntington;  friends  in 
Farmerville,  New  Orleans,  Hodge, 
Bunkie,  Shreveport  and  the  choir 
of  the  First  Methodist  church  of 
Alexandria,  where  she  is  organist. 


Two  Louisiana  Board  Chairmen  Call 
For  Church  Help  To  Stem  Gambling 


Amite  Men’s  Club  Holds 
“Husband-Wife”  Banquet 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Amite,  had  a 
“Husband  &  Wife”  banquet  for  their 
November  meeting.  A  delicious  tur¬ 
key  dinner  with  all  the  trimmings 
was  served  in  the  school  lunch  room 
to  72  persons.  Robert  Spec  McClen¬ 
don,  president,  reports  that  it  was 
the  largest  group  ever  to  attend  a 
Methodist  Men’s  meeting  on  record. 
Musical  numbers  were  presented  by 
Nyla  Stevens;  Mary  Clair  Skaggs, 
John  Kilpatrick  and  Isaac  Case. 
Ruby  Thompson  was  accompanist. 
The  whole  group  participated  in 
singing  familiar  hymns.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  time  was  had  by  all.  Rev.  Glen- 
don  Messer  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Two  chairmen  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Boards  have  joined  in 
a  call  to  churches  to  stem  the  tide 
of  gambling  in  Louisiana.  Rev.  Bev¬ 
erly  Eond,  Shreveport  chairman  of 
Board  of  Temperance  and  Dr.  Ben 
Oliphint  of  Monroe,  chairman  of 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations  united  in  the  following  ap¬ 
peal: 

“We  urge  the  enlistment  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  in  the  fight  to  stem 
the  tide  of  gambling  in  our  state. 
We  solicit  your  help  and  request 
that  official  boards,  WSCS,  and 
other  groups  take  action  in  this 
matter,  asking  the  governor  to  use 
his  powers  to  bring  an  end  to  this 
blight.  Methodist  groups  over  the 
state  who  desire  to  see  this  action 
taken  should  make  their  voices 
heard  at  this  crucial  time.” 


CHURCH  SCHOOL  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  FOR  THE  CHILDREN  AT 
RAYNE  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Above:  The  children  are  seated  about  Mrs.  Rufus  Alldredge  listening 
to  stories  from  "Tell  Me  About  Christmas"  by  Mary  Alice  Jones.  The  stories 
were  climaxed  with  a  sharing  experience  of  giving  gifts  to  be  taken  to  one 
of  the  families  at  the  WSCS  Indian  Center  at  Dulac,  Louisiana. 

Below:  The  children  are  in  the  parsonage  singing  Christmas  carols  to 
the  pastor,  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex,  who  has  been  ill.  Dr.  Serex  is  expected  to  return 
to  his  pulpit  about  March  1. 
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THE  CHAPEL  AT  MADAR  SAN 


Healing  For  Body 

And  Soul  At  Madar 

By  Dr.  Sherwood  Hall,  Superintendent 
Madar  Union  Sanatorium,  India 


Ten  Go  To  The 
Basongo  Meno 

“These  are  days  of  decision  in  this 
‘Land  of  Decision’!”  reports  mission¬ 
ary  Joseph  M.  Davis  from  Katako 
Kombe,  in  the  Belgian  Congo.  “At 
our  recent  annual  conference,  we 
learned  that  the  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Central  Congo  has  shown  a 
50%  increase  in  membership  during 
the  last  three  years.  And  it  is  snow¬ 
balling.  We  have  every  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  an  even  larger  increase  during 
the  next  three  years.  The  concern 
that  many  of  our  preachers  and  lay¬ 
men  have  for  the  lost  is  contagious. 
It  is  reaching  the  epidemic  stage. 
It  is  spreading  from  person  to  per¬ 
son,  family  to  family,  clan  to  clan, 
and  now  even  tribe  to  tribe. 

“The  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul, 
‘I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  Jesus  my  Lord,’  can  be  said 
equally  well  by  ten  young  preachers 
in  the  Lodja  District,  who  recently 
volunteered  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
the  people  of  the  Basongo  Meno 
Tribe.  Without  a  doubt,  the  Basongo 
Meno  are  the  most  backward  people 
in  this  part  of  Africa.  Although  the 
Batetela  people  (the  people  among 
whom  we  are  working)  are  feared 
by  other  tribes  throughout  most  of 
the  Belgian  Congo  because  of  their 
former  war-likeness,  even  they  are 
very  much  afraid  of  the  Basongo 
Meno. 

“Nothing  but  a  miracle  of  the 
grace  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  these 
ten  Batetela  young  men  has  made 
it  possible  for  them  to  go  live  among 
the  Basongo  Meno.  They  have  gone 
with  enthusiasm,  and  the  first  re¬ 
ports  are  they  have  been  well  re¬ 
ceived — the  people  of  this  backward 
tribe  are  hungry  for  Christ,  just  as 
people  everywhere  are.  Pray  for 
them,  and  the  ten  young  men  and 
their  wives  who  have  consecrated 
their  lives  for  service  among  them.” 


There  is  more  than  one  person  a 
minute  being  massacred  in  India, 
not  only  for  a  few  minutes  or  hours; 
but  every  day  in  the  365  days  of 
the  year,  by  the  subtle  enemy  — 
tuberculosis. 

This  is  the  paramount  challenge 
of  the  New  India  today  that  we 
must  face  squarely,  if  our  whole 
Christian  enterprise  in  India  is  not 
to  be  jeopardized.  Let  us  see  what 
our  Methodist  Church  has  done  and 
is  doing  about  it. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  very 
first  sanatorium  in  all  India  was 
founded  in  the  old  State  of  Ajmer 
at  Tilaunia  in  1906,  under  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  It  was  known  as  the 
“Mary  Wilson  Sanatorium.”  In  1938 
the  Mary  Wilson  Sanatorium  was 
united  with  Madar  Sanatorium  and 
the  two  institutions  became  known 
as  the  “Madar  Union  Sanatorium.” 


% 

Madar  Union  Sanatorium  has  been 
officially  designated  as  an  “All- 
India  Institution,”  and  it  is  now 
such  indeed  as  well  as  in  name,  for 
by  the  generous  provision  of  the 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief  fund,  it  is  now  possible  for 
the  Methodist  tuberculosis  patients 
to  have  the  best  all  around  treat¬ 
ment  available  in  India.  So  that 
now  Methodist  patients  from  all  the 
four  areas  of  our  respective  mis¬ 
sionary  bishops,  including  Burma 
and  Pakistan,  are  quick  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  life  saving  provision. 
They  are  flocking  to  Madar  in  ever- 
increasing  numbers,  for  the  day 
climate  and  moderate  attitude  is 
ideal  for  treating  tuberculosis.  They 
have  found  that  Madar  offers  them 
the  quick  and  sure  cure  of  modern 
surgical  treatment  under  ideal  con¬ 
ditions. 

Madar  now  has  nine  wards,  and 


twenty-three  cottages,  a  lovely  new 
surgical  block,  a  most  modem  post¬ 
operative  block,  a  recreation  hall, 
occupational  and  rehabilitation 
buildings,  a  very  efficiently-run 
Public  Health  and  Tuberculosis  Pre¬ 
vention  Clinic,  a  Family  Planning 
Clinic,  a  day  nursery,  a  school,  and 
a  Sanatorium  farm. 

The  Government  of  India  has 
made  it  possible,  so  that  the  rail¬ 
ways  now  offer  75%  fare  concession 
(both  ways)  for  any  tuberculosis 
patient  in  any  part  of  India,  com¬ 
ing  to  Madar  Sanatorium.  This  of 
course  solves  the  problem  of  cost 
of  long  distance  travel. 

But  what  perhaps  is  more  signifi¬ 
cant  is  the  fact  that  the  records  at 
Madar  are  exceptionally  good  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  large  percentage  of  “ar¬ 
rested”  and  “much  improved”  cases, 
and  Dr.  Wilfred  Jones,  who  had 
made  a  careful  study  of  the  surgical 
record  of  sanatoria  throughout  India, 
has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Madar’s  surgical  record  is  the  very 
best  in  India,  without  exception. 

Here  at  Madar,  patients  not  only 
can  get  the  best  expert  treatment, 
but  under  the  excellent  rehabilita¬ 
tion  program  under  Miss  Margaret 
Johnston,  O.T.R.,  can  obtain  train¬ 
ing,  thanks  to  wise  provision  of 
M.C.O.R.,  in  work  suitable  for  ex- 
tuberculosis  patients  to  prevent  re¬ 
lapse  and  enable  them  to  stand  bet¬ 
ter  on  their  own  feet  financially  and 
be  a  real  asset  to  their  family, 
church,  and  community.  It  has  been 
found  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
just  “cure”  the  patient,  but  after 
the  “cure”  he  must  have  rehabilita¬ 
tion  training  to  adjust  to  the  new 
type  of  life  he  must  now  lead.  This 
is  what  Madar  Sanatorium  is  able  to 
offer. 

The  spiritual  side  of  Madar  is  by 
no  means  neglected  for  it  has  a 
beautiful  chapel  and  parsonage  and 
two  full-time  chaplains.  Recently 
at  a  conflirmation  service,  a  group 
of  men  and  women  patients  and 
staff  members  were  admitted  into 
full  membership  to  the  Methodist 
Church  by  Bishop  Shot  K.  Mondol, 
and  Rev.  M.  M.  P.  Singh,  district 
superintendent.  Among  them  was 
one  of  our  sanatorium  doctors,  who 
was  won  to  Christ  during  his  stay 
at  the  sanatorium.  So  bodies  and 
souls  are  being  saved  at  Madar  for 
the  extension  of  His  Kingdom  here 
in  India. 


INTERIOR  OF  A  WARD  AT  MADAR  SAN 


LONG  OPERATION  AT  MADAR  SAN 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Japanese  Matsuri  Festival 


Pattersons  Visit  The  Abandoned 
Site  Of  Church  In  The  Wildwood 

By  Mrs.  Fulton  Patterson 


By  following  the  meanderings  of 
the  Camp  Ground  Creek,  South  of 
Yellville,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  Pat¬ 
terson  of  Yellville,  descendants  of 
early  Methodist  pioneers,  reached 
the  abandoned  site  of  the  Old  Meth¬ 
odist  Camp  Ground  South  of  Yell¬ 
ville,  recently,  and  stood  on  what 
to  them  was  “holy  ground.”  It  was 
at  that  spot  that  their  pioneer  grand¬ 
parents  and  relatives,  upon  reaching 
North  Arkansas,  had  helped  to  build 
a  Methodist  church  in  the  wildwood. 

Just  when  the  first  Methodist 
itinerants  reached  the  part  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  now  known  as  Marion  Coun¬ 
ty,  is  not  known  definitely.  We  quote 
the  following  from  Dr.  James  A. 
Anderson’s  History  of  Methodism  in 
Arkansas:  “The  Year  1816  saw  the 
coming  of  the  first  regularly  ap¬ 
pointed  itinerants  to  Arkansas  soil. 

From  1836  lo  1943 

For  twenty  years  Arkansas  had 
been  served  from  the  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference.  The  time  had  at  last  arrived 
when  we  were  to  be  set  off  to  our¬ 
selves  —  The  Arkansas  Conference 
met  and  organized  at  Batesville  in 
the  fall  of  1836—.” 

Among  early  itinerants  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  North  Arkansas 
was  a  Rev.  Jehu  Patterson,  a  fiery 
evangelist  and  local  preacher,  who 
had  come  from  North  Carolina  in 
1867,  evangelizing  as  he  traveled  by 
covered  wagon  over  the  rugged 
road.  He  was  of  the  rugged  type. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Marion 
County,  he  started  a  movement  to 
build  an  arbor  and  furnished  the 
site  for  the  same.  It  was  by  his  ef¬ 
forts  largely,  that  a  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  was  hewed  out  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness — probably  the  first  center  of 
worship  after  the  Civil  War.  It 
served  a  large,  sparsely-settled  com¬ 
munity. 

The  tabernacle  was  built  by  com¬ 
munity  labor  of  rough  lumber  and 
covered  over  with  boards.  The  camp 
sheds  were  on  a  higher  elevation 
surrounding  the  well-watered  dale. 
It  was  surrounded  by  wilderness. 

This  camp  meeting  was  carried  on 
in  a  manner  similar  to  the  revival 
meetings  which  had  swept  through 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Methodist 
and  Baptist  preachers  were  united 
in  the  work.  They  seemed  to  have 
as  their  one  object  the  salvation  of 
sinners.  Many  were  converted;  only 
eternity  will  tell  how  many. 

The  following  men  preached:  Rev. 
D.  C.  Ross;  Rev.  John  N.  Watts 
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(Father  of  Bishop  H.  Bascom 
Watts);  Rev.  John  Cantrell;  Rev. 
John  H.  Wade;  Rev.  George  H. 
Wade;  Rev.  T.  L.  Wilson;  Rev.  Jehu 
Patterson;  Rev.  Alexander  Mathes; 
Rev.  Benjamin  Hall. 

As  a  result,  no  doubt,  of  the  great 
revivals  held  at  the  Camp  Ground, 
churches  sprang  up  anew  at  Yell¬ 
ville  (the  small  frame  church  had 
been  destroyed  in  time  of  Civil  War) 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Liberty,  Ware’s 
Chapel  and  Shiloh.  (There  had  been 
a  church  at  Shiloh  since  1850). 

We  quote  the  following  from  the 
Centennial  History  of  Arkansas 
Methodism  by  Anderson: 

“Surely  a  county  that  has  pro¬ 
duced  fourteen  itinerant  Methodist 
preachers  since  the  reorganization 
of  the  Church  in  1866  must  have  a 
virile  and  faithful  lay  constituency. 
Here  are  the  names  of  the  preachers, 
as  remembered: 

John  Cantrell,  John  H.  Watts, 
George  Wade,  Bascom  and  David 
Summers,  J.  M.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Black,  Roy  M.  Black,  Lee  Bearden, 
L.  L.  Seawell,  Thomas  L.  Wilson, 
Lee  Hunicutt,  Grover  C.  Johnson, 
and  H.  7_,ynn  Wade.” 

Mrs.  Patterson  says:  “Although 
the  property  has  long  ago  ceased  to 
be  used,  the  buildings  having  van¬ 
ished,  the  site  is  still  well  known 
to  many;  and  the  sturdy  cedars  now 
covering  the  spot  give  mute  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  integrity  of  her  parents 
and  grandparents,  who  worshipped 
there  long  ago.” 


“Christian  World  Facts” 

The  1958-59  edition  of  Christian 
World  Facts  offers  to  Methodist 
ministers  and  laymen  a  single  book¬ 
let  containing  a  wealth  of  human 
interest  material  about  the  Christian 
world  mission.  Gathered  from  Meth¬ 
odist  sources  and  from  32  other 
Protestant  mission  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  this  material  includes  feature 
articles,  brief  missionary  stories  and 
quotations  from  mission  leaders.  It 
covers  overseas  missions  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  but  not  home  missions. 
The  material  in  Christian  World 
Facts  can  be  used  by  pastors  as  ser¬ 
mon  illustrations,  by  local  Commis¬ 
sions  on  Missions  as  quotes  in 
church  newspapers  and  bulletins,  by 
church  teachers  in  mission  study 
units  for  all  large  groups,  and  by 
laymen  for  personal  reading  and  en¬ 
richment  about  missions.  The  book¬ 
let  is  published  each  year  by  the 
Division  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  of 
which  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  is  a  member.  Order  from: 
Literature  Circulation  Office,  150 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
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A  highly  successful  Japanese  Mat¬ 
suri  Festival  was  held  at  the  Bronx- 
ville,  (New  York)  Reformed  Church 
to  raise  funds  to  help  complete  the 
Church  building  at  the  International 
Christian  University  near  Tokyo, 
Japan.  The  festival  created  com¬ 
munity  interest,  and  it  would  seem 
that  it  could  be  duplicated  in  many 
communities  across  the  nation.  It 
was  sponsored  by  the  Bronxville 
members  of  the  women’s  planning 
committee  of  the  Japan  Internation¬ 
al  Christian  University  Foundation. 
More  than  one  thousand  guests  jam¬ 
med  the  halls  of  the  Reformed 
Church  to  see  the  stunning  Japanese 
decorations,  demonstrations,  events 
and  exhibits  offered  at  the  Matsuri. 

The  program  included  the  show¬ 
ing  of  a  film  and  colored  slides  on 


the  life  and  activities  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  in 
Japan;  demonstrations  of  the  ancient 
arts  of  calligraphy  writing,  “ori¬ 
gami”  (paper  folding),  flower  ar¬ 
ranging,  kabuki  dancing,  and  cook¬ 
ing  of  sukiyaki;  as  well  as  the  dis¬ 
playing  of  Japanese  objects  d’art, 
drawings  by  Japanese  elementary 
school  children,  and  paintings  by  a 
noted  Japanese  abstract  artist.  The 
festival  also  featured  gift  and  book 
shops,  and  an  exotic  Japanese  tea 
garden.  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Babbott, 
whose  daughter  served  two  years  as 
assistant  professor  of  biology  at  the 
International  Christian  University, 
presented  the  need  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  ICU  Church. 

For  detailed  suggestions  and  ma¬ 
terials  for  a  Matsuri  Festival,  write 
to  the  Foundation  at  44  East  23rd 
St.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.  You  might 
like  a  Festival  in  your  church. 
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The  Year  In  Religion 

By  Religious  News  Service 


Unquestionably  the  top  religious  story  of 
1958  was  the  death  of  Pope  Pius  XII  and  the 
election  of  Pope  John  XXIII  to  succeed  him. 
Other  major  stories  recorded  the  increasing  at¬ 
tention  given  by  Protestant  leaders  here  and 
abroad  to  the  moral  implications  of  atomic 
weapons  and  the  need  for  adapting  missionary 
programs  to  the  rapid  social  and  economic  evolu¬ 
tions  taking  place  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America. 

These,  however,  were  only  a  few  of  the 
issues  which  pre-empted  the  interest  of  church¬ 
men  in  an  age  of  growing  challenge  to  religion. 

Remaining  a  top  priority  on  the  churches’ 
social  agenda  was  the  refugee  problem  which 
religious  leaders  regard  as  a  foremost  challenge 
to  the  governments  and  peoples  of  the  free 
world. 

In  the  Communist  countries  of  Hungary,  East 
Germany  and  China  new  anti-religious  develop¬ 
ments  created  fresh  concern  in  both  Protestant 
and  Roman  Catholic  quarters.  In  China  especial¬ 
ly,  the  Christian  Churches  were  seen  being  rap¬ 
idly  purged  of  leaders  tagged  as  “reactionaries” 
and  “enemies  of  the  state”  by  the  Peiping  re¬ 
gime. 

Meanwhile  the  subject  of  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion  continued  to  be  of  uppermost  concern  to 
churchmen  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  This 
was  especially  the  case  in  South  Africa,  where 
new  laws  have  strengthened  the  government’s 
apartheid  policy,  and  in  the  United  States,  where 
difficulties  over  school  integration  in  the  South 
provided  grist  for  Communist  propaganda  mills 
abroad. 

World  Council  Meeting 

One  of  the  outstanding  Protestant  events  of 
1958  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Central  Committee  at  Nyborg- 
strand,  Denmark,  in  August.  It  adopted  a  report 
which  said  Christians  should  speak  “openly” 
against  the  use  of  atomic  weapons  in  any  all-out 
conflict,  but  could  “in  conscience”  agree  to  their 
use  in  a  limited  way. 

Another  report  cautioned  that  the  churches 
must  not  be  mere  spectators  of  the  social  changes 
taking  place  in  the  Asian,  African  and  Latin 
American  mission  territories,  but  must  be  “gal¬ 
vanized  into  action”  to  protect  and  strengthen 
the  Christian  cause. 

Lambeth  Conference 

The  threat  of  nuclear  war  was  a  topic  also 
at  other  important  Protestant  assemblies.  One 
was  the  1958  Lambeth  Conference  in  London, 
attended  by  300  prelates  of  the  worldwide  Angli¬ 
can  communion,  which  urged  the  abolition  of 
“nuclear  weapons  of  indiscriminate  effect  and 
destructive  power”  by  international  agreement 
as  an  essential  step  toward  the  abolition  of  war 
itself. 

Others  were  the  biennial  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Council  of  Churches,  which  called  for 
international  control  and  inspection  of  nuclear 
weapons;  and  the  United  Church  of  Canada, 
which  adopted  a  resolution  urging  renunciation 
of  war  as  “an  instrument  of  national  policy." 

Demonstrations  and  protests  against  further 
nuclear  weapons  tests  reached  dramatic  propor¬ 
tions  in  the  spring  in  the  United  States  and  other 
countries,  with  church  groups,  especially  the 
Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  them. 

Latin  America  Concern 

Meeting  at  Strasbourg,  France,  in  October, 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation’s  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  received  a  report  which  had  a  special 
bearing  on  Protestant  missionary  work  in  Latin 
America.  It  contained  a  recommendation  that  if 
Lutheranism  is  to  make  headway  there  it  must 
avoid  “being  overwhelmed  theologically  by  the 
spirit  of  a  general  Protestant  fundamentalism.” 
Previously,  the  LWF’s  Committee  on  Latin 
America  approved  plans  for  the  Third  American 
Lutheran  Conference  in  Buenos  Aires  next  April. 

To  Roman  Catholic  leaders  the  growing 
Protestant  penetration  of  Latin  America  has  long 
been  a  source  of  openly-expressed  concern.  In 
November,  some  50  prelates  attended  a  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Latin  American  Bishops  in  Rome  at 
which  pleas  were  made  for  more  priests  to  com¬ 


bat  the  spread  of  Protestantism  in  their  area,  as 
well  as  the  growth  of  Communism.  The  bishops 
also  discussed  ways  and  means  of  providing  more 
adequate  religious  instruction  for  the  Catholic 
populations  of  the  various  countries,  especially 
in  areas  where  spiritualistic  sects  have  sprung 
up. 

Christian  Education  Meet  In  Tokyo 

Of  special  interest  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
Protestant  missionary  movement  was  the  14th 
World  Convention  of  Christian  Education  held 
at  Tokyo  in  the  summer  in  connection  with 
celebrations  marking  the  centenary  of  Protestant 
teaching  and  preaching  in  Japan.  More  than  4,000 
delegates  from  63  countries  gathered  for  this 
event  during  which  speakers  stressed  the  need 
for  strengthening  and  developing  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  “in  the  midst  of  the  world  revolution.” 

World  Refugee  Year 

The  LWF  meeting  in  Strasbourg  also  en¬ 
dorsed  proposals  in  the  United  Nations  to  pro¬ 
claim  a  World  Refugee  Year.  This  was  after  it 
had  heard  Dr.  Elfan  Rees,  adviser  on  refugee 
problems  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
warn  that  failure  to  deal  with  the  refugee  prob¬ 
lem  “may  become  a  major  contribution  to  a  new 
war.”  He  noted  that  at  least  25  million  refugees 
are  Asians  who  became  homeless  because  of 
events  in  Korea,  Vietnam,  China,  India  and 
Pakistan.  Arab  refugees  in  the  Holy  Land  have 
grown  to  over  one  million,  while  many  thousands 
of  persons  are  still  housed  in  European  camps 
and  living  under  substandard  conditions. 

Nobel  Peace  Prixe 

The  award  of  the  1958  Nobel  Peace  Prize  to 
Father  Dominique  Georges  Pire,  the  Belgian 
Dominican  priest  who  founded  villages  for  East 
European  refugees  in  Germany,  Austria,  and 
Italy,  was  generally  hailed  as  placing  a  notable 
emphasis  on  the  pressing  problem  of  refugee  re¬ 
lief  and  rehabilitation.  The  problem  was  under¬ 
scored  in  June  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Evian 
Les  Bains,  France,  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and 
Service  of  Refugees.  It  also  was  discussed  at  a 
dinner  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  marking  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  Standing  Conference  of 
Voluntary  Agencies  Working  for  Refugees  in 
which  both  Protestant  and  Catholic  organiza¬ 
tions  as  well  as  Jewish  and  other  private  groups 
are  represented. 

U.S.  Urged  To  Recognize  Red  China 

Probably  the  year’s  most  explosive  Prot¬ 
estant  development  in  the  United  States  took 
place  in  November,  when  the  Fifth  World  Order 
Study  Conference  at  Cleveland,  O.,  adopted  a 
Message  to  the  Churches  urging  U.S.  recogni¬ 
tion  of  Communist  China.  The  conference  met 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Department  of  International  Affairs, 
but  it  was  stressed  that  the  600  clerical  and  lay 
world  experts  present  made  the  proposal  entirely 
on  their  own. 

The  proposal  became  the  butt  of  sharp  at¬ 
tack  by  other  Protestants.  Dissenting  churchmen 
pointed  to  ruthless  new  campaigns  in  China 
aimed  at  ridding  religious  organizations  of  lead¬ 
ers  charged  with  anti-Communist  activities.  Not 
only  the  Christian  Churches,  but  also  the  Moslem 
and  Buddhist  faiths,  it  was  noted,  have  become 
targets  of  systematic  drives  to  eliminate  “un¬ 
desirables”  from  their  ranks. 

Communists  Purge  Churches 

In  Hungary,  the  Communist  government 
scored  the  final  triumph  in  a  campaign  of  pres¬ 
sure  and  intimidation  aimed  at  the  country’s  two 
major  Protestant  Churches.  This  was  when  Dr. 
Lajos  Ordass,  long  known  among  Western 
churchmen  as  a  foremost  anti-Communist  re¬ 
ligious  leader,  was  removed  from  his  post  of 
Bishop  of  the  Southern  District  of  the  Hungarian 
Lutheran  Church.  Last  year  the  government  had 
forced  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Ladislaus  Ravasz, 
another  outspoken  foe  of  Communism,  as  Min¬ 
isterial  President  of  the  Hungarian  Reformed 
Church. 

Meanwhile,  in  East  Germany  campaigns  to 
force  youngsters  to  take  part  in  atheistic  youth 
dedication  ceremonies  and  various  other  “dis¬ 
turbing  factors”  in  Church-State  relations  evok¬ 


ed  sharp  protests  from  Bishop  Otto  Dibelius  of 
Berlin,  head  of  the  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Germany,  as  well  as  from  many  other 
Protestant  and  Catholic  churchmen.  In  several 
areas  clergymen  and  laymen  were  sent  to  prison 
for  allegedly  agitating  against  the  Soviet  Zone 
government  or  engaging  in  espionage  for  the 
West. 

Racial  Segregation 

The  issue  of  racial  segregation  was  a  fore¬ 
most  topic  at  the  Synod  of  the  Anglican  Church 
of  the  Province  of  Capetown  which  adopted  a 
resolution  at  its  December  meeting  calling  on 
all  parishes  to  eliminate  racial  discrimination 
“in  a  manner  appropriate  to  them.”  The  resolu¬ 
tion  was  a  dramatic  climax  to  a  speech  in  which 
Dr.  Joost  de  Blank,  Archbishop  of  Capetown, 
had  earlier  delivered  a  withering  attack  on  the 
South  African  government’s  apartheid  policies. 
The  archbishop  had  just  returned  from  a  tour 
of  the  United  States  where  he  gave  many  talks 
scoring  racialism. 

In  the  United  States,  several  religious  bodies 
condemned  attempts  in  southern  communities  to 
frustrate  the  Supreme  Court’s  mandate  to  in¬ 
tegrate  public  schools.  Notable  among  them  were 
the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  the  59th  Tri¬ 
ennial  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Nashville,  Tenn.,  As¬ 
sociation  of  Churches  which  denounced,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  bombing  of  schools  by  segregation  ex¬ 
tremists  to  prevent  Negro  students  being  ad¬ 
mitted. 

In  Atlanta,  Ga.,  one  of  the  states  where  the 
school  integration  issue  has  reached  the  courts, 
more  than  300  white  clergymen  signed  an  appeal 
urging  state  and  community  leaders  to  devise  a 
sound  public  school  plan  consistent  with  the 
Supreme  Court’s  desegregation  ruling. 

Church  Mergers 

On  the  brighter  side  was  a  new  chapter  in 
the  church  union  story.  Protestantism’s  fourth 
largest  denomination  came  into  existence  in  May 
when  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  and 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica  merged  to  form  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Meanwhile  a  special  commission  began  in 
November  drafting  a  constitution  for  a  new  3,- 
000, 000-member  denomination  to  be  formed  in 
1961  or  ’62  by  a  merger  of  four  Lutheran  bodies — 
the  United  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Au- 
gustana  Lutheran  Church,  Finnish  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  (Suomi  Synod)  and  American 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Another  Lutheran  merger  on  the  way  in¬ 
volves  three  bodies — American  Lutheran  Church, 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  United  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church.  In  April,  1960,  the 
merged  Church  will  hold  its  constituting  con¬ 
vention  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  begin  func¬ 
tioning  in  1961.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Lutheran  Church. 

A  new  Constitution  also  is  being  written  for 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  which  was  formed 
in  June,  1957,  with  the  merger  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Christian  General  Council  and  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  and  Reformed  Church.  Agencies  of  both 
bodies  have  been  in  the  process  of  integrating. 

In  Toronto,  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada’s 
Executive  Council  announced  its  “firm  intention 
and  desire”  to  continue  union  conversations  with 
the  United  Church  of  Canada. 

Church  Membership  At  New  High 

According  to  figures  made  public  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  church  membership  in  the  'U.S.  reached  a 
new  high  of  104  189,678  in  1957,  a  gain  of  964,724 
over  the  previous  year.  Church  construction  fell 
short  of  the  record  of  $868,000,000  in  1957,  but 
it  was  predicted  it  would  reach  a  new  all-time 
record  in  1959.  A  stellar  event  of  the  year  was 
the  laying  by  President  Eisenhower  of  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  for  a  19-story  Interchurch  Center  in 
New  York  which  will  house  many  denomination¬ 
al  and  interdenominational  agencies,  including 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  the  U.S. 
office  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

World  Council's  10th  Anniversary 

The  year  marked  the  World  Council’s  tenth 
anniversary.  The  anniversary  was  celebrated  at 
a  service  at  the  cathedral  in  Odense,  Denmark, 
in  August  attended  by  1,000  churchmen  from 
around  the  world.  WCC  delegates  meanwhile  had 
met.  with  representatives  of  the  Moscow  Patri¬ 
archate  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  joining  the  World  Council. 
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Bishop  Martin  Announces  1959 


WWL-TV,  channel  4,  in  New  Orleans  will  launch  the  "Talk  Back"  13 


week  T.V.  series  Sunday,  January  18th  at  2:00  p.m. 

"Talk  Back"  is  aimed  at  the  entire  family,  to  help  people  solve  their 
problems  by  a  dramatic  statement  of  issues,  frank  discussion  of  solutions 
and  application  of  Christian  principles.  It  is  presented  on  WWL-TV  as  a 
public  service  program  for  churches  in  the  community  and  the  National 
Council  of  public  service  program  for  churches  in  the  community  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  The  series  is  a  contribution  of  the  Methodist 
Television  Ministry.  It  was  produced  by  the  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  film  story  to  be  shown  this  Sunday  at  2:00  p.m.  on  WWL-TV,  chan¬ 
nel  4  is  called  "Pressure,"  a  scene  of  which  is  pictured  above.  Sam  Douglas, 
an  advertising  man  in  his  early  forties,  has  promised  the  car  to  Bud,  his 
16-year-old  son,  for  a  special  date.  Sam  discovers  at  the  end  of  the  working 
day  that  his  company,  in  order  to  keep  from  losing  an  account,  has  promised 
a  piece  of  work  in  less  than  normal  time.  An  unexpected  meeting  with  the 
client  causes  him  to  be  late  in  reaching  home.  He  tries  to  telephone,  but 
Pat,  the  13-year-old  daughter,  keeps  the  line  busy.  Bud  gets  more  and  more 
upset  as  the  date-time  approaches  although  Helen,  his  mother,  tries  to 
calm  him.  When  Sam  arrives  home,  the  pressures  build  into  a  heated 
climax. 


Notice  to  all  B9ards  and 
Commissions  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference 

By  action  of  the  Interboard 
Council  last  August,  all  Confer¬ 
ence  Boards  and  Commissions 
are  requested  to  meet  prior  to  the 
Annual  Conference  and  prepare 
in  mimeograph  form  all  resolu¬ 
tions  and  reports.  These  resolu¬ 
tions  and  reports  are  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  delegates  before 
or  during  the  sessions  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  This  procedure 
will  enable  the  delegates  to  study 
all  proposals  in  advance  and  to 
vote  more  intelligently  on  them. 

The  Interboard  Council  also  set 
up  a  committee  to  study  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  program  in  the 
light  of  procedures  in  other  An¬ 
nual  Conferences,  ahd  bring  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  the  Interboard 
Council  meeting  on  May  24  or 
25.  The  Committee  members  are 
Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  chairman, 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Rev.  Henry 

A.  Rickey,  Rev.  Earl  B.  Em¬ 
merich,  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton. 

On  request  of  the  Interboard 
Council,  Bishop  Paul  Martin  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  plan  the 
Annual  Conference  program  for 
May  26-29.  The  committee  met 
on  January  8,  and  has  prepared 
a  tentative  schedule.  This  will  be 
mailed  to  chairmen  of  all  Boards 
and  Commissions.  The  Rev.  Jolly 

B.  Harper  is  chairman,  and  the 
Rev.  Bentley  Sloane  is  secretary. 
All  groups  scheduling  luncheons 
or  other  meetings  are  requested 
to  notify  the  chairman  or  the 
secretary.  The  Rev.  Leonard 
Cooke  is  in  charge  of  housing. 

Bentley '  Sloane,  chairman, 

Interboard  Council 


‘Talk  Back’  Series 
To  Begin  on  New 
Orleans  TV  Station 

TALK  BACK  series  is  to  begin 
on  WWL-TV,  channel  4,  New  Or¬ 
leans  on  Sunday,  January  18  at 
2:00  p.  m. 

The  format  of  the  show  is  de¬ 
signed  to  combine  the  best  features 
of  professional  production  with  the 
immediacy  and  interest  of  a  live 
local  program.  A  12  to  14  minute 
dramatization  of  the  problem  on 
film  suggests  no  solutions  and  in 
most  cases,  it  leaves  the  story  up  in 
the  air  at  a  crisis  point.  Once  the 
problem  is  vividly  posed  in  the 
drama  portion  of  the  program,  a 
moderator  and  a  group  of  partici¬ 
pants  to  relate  the  Christian  faith 
to  these  problems. 

Dr.  Myron  Madden,  pastor  of  the 
St.  Charles  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  will  be  the  mode¬ 
rator.  The  moderator  for  the  live 


portion  of  the  TALK  BACK  pro¬ 
gram  holds  the  key  to  its  effective¬ 
ness  as  a  TV  presentation.  He  must 
introduce  the  program  in  such  a 
way  as  to  keep  the  viewing  audi¬ 
ence.  The  skill  of  the  moderator  will 
determine  whether  the  audience 
makes  a  transition  from  the  drama 
to  the  live  discussion,  when  a  panel 
of  three  or  more,  made  up  of  per¬ 
sons  of  the  age  range  and  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  film  family,  will  discuss 
and  seek  to  relate  the  Christian  faith 
to  the  problem. 

TALK  BACK  is  an  attempt  to 
reach  millions  of  persons  in  these 
United  States  who  have  a  nominal 
interest  in  religion,  but  who  have 
never  thought  through  their  faith 
to  a  point  of  decision.  By  inviting 
these  persons  to  viewing  and  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  and  involving  them 
in  talking  back  and  forth,  it  is  hoped 
that  they  may  be  led  to  new  Chris¬ 


tian  insights,  decisions  and  ulti¬ 
mately  may  join  the  church  and 
participate  in  its  fellowship 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
the  period  Jan.  15-Jan.  24  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Jan.  15  Romans  8:1-17 

Jan.  16  Romans  8:18-30 

Jan.  17  Romans  8:31-39 

Jan.  18  .  Romans  9:1-18 

Jan.  19  Romans  9:19-33 

Jan.  20  .  Romans  10:1-13 

Jan.  21  .  Romans  10:14-21 

Jan.  22  Romans  11:1-12 

Jan.  23  .  Romans  11:13-24 

Jan.  24  .  Romans  11:25-36 


Conf.  Dates 

Hosts  and  Places  of 
Meetings  Are,  Also, 
Announced  by  Bishop 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  dates  for  the  artnual 
conference  sessions  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  for  1959.  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  will  convene  on 
May  26  on  the  Centenary  College 
Campus  in  Shreveport.  Closing  date 
is  set  for  Friday,  May  29.  Dr.  J.  J. 
Mickle,  president,  and  Rev.  Leonard 
Cooke,  vice-president  of  Centenary 
College,  will  be  hosts. 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  June  2-5  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs. 
Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison  will  be  host 
pastor. 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
will  meet  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Ft.  Smith,  June  9-12.  Dr. 
Fred  G.  Roebuck  will  be  host  pas¬ 
tor. 

Labor-Management 
Seminars  Scheduled 
For  Jan.  27,  28,  29 

Three  Labor-Management-Church 
Seminars  are  scheduled  for  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  on  January  27,  28 
and  29.  Sponsored  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  the  Seminars  will  bring 
together  church,  management,  labor 
and  government  leaders  to  discuss 
their  problems  in  an  atmosphere  of 
understanding  and  good  will.  . 

Rev.  Emerson  Smith,  Associate 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations  will 
be  the  resource  leader  for  the  Semi¬ 
nars  which  are  scheduled  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

January  27,  4-9  P.M.  —  Cedar 
Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
leader 

January  28,  4-9  P.M. — Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Rev.  James  P.  Woodland,  leader 

January  29,  4-9  P.M. — First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Mr. 
Claudius  Mayo,  leader 

The  purpose  of  the  Seminars  is 
to  help  individual  Christians  in 
management,  labor,  and  government 
discharge  their  Christian  responsi¬ 
bility  in  on-the-job  decisions,  and 
to  find  the  role  of  the  church  and 
the  minister  in  our  industrial  so¬ 
ciety.  The  Seminars  will  be  for  min¬ 
isters,  Christian  laymen,  and  indi¬ 
vidual  Christian  leaders  in  manage¬ 
ment,  labor,  and  government. 


Methodists  Supporting  Quadrennial  Emphasis 

Higher  Education  Getting  Record  Support 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.,  (MI)— Methodists  of  the  United  States  gave  more 
than  $8,375,000  for  current  operation  of  their  colleges  and  other  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  during  the  1957-58  fiscal  year.  This  was  an  increase  of 
more  than  $1,250,000  over  the  previous  year. 

The  announcement  was  made  here  last  week  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  O. 
Gross,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  director  of  the  Commission  on  Christian  Higher 
Education  of  The  Methodist  Church.  He  made  the  report  at  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  annual  meeting,  which  began  Thursday  and  ended  Saturday  at  the 
Hotel  Muehlebach. 

In  addition  to  colleges,  funds  were  contributed  to  Methodist-related 
universities,  theological  schools,  secondary  schools,  and  Wesley  Founda- 


Leaders  Plan 
New  Strategy  in 
Church  Extension 

New  York,  Dec.  (NC) — The  top 
policy  makers  of  the  home  mission 
enterprise  in  the  United  States  are 
ready  to  frame  a  new  Protestant 
strategy  for  church  planning. 

The  goal  of  their  planning  is  to 
assure  explosively  expanding 
America  adequate  churches,  schools, 
homes,  highways  and  social  ser¬ 
vices  and  to  make  sure  that  the 
church  participates  in  the  blue¬ 
printing. 

Some  250  of  these  leaders  from 
40  home  mission  agencies  repre¬ 
senting  23  denominations  and  the 
American  Bible  Society  recently 
were  jarred  out  of  “any  compla¬ 
cency  they  may  have  felt,”  to  quote 
one  of  them,  about  their  nation¬ 
wide  task  and  the  contemporary 
setting  in  which  they  will  carry  it 
out.  • 

They  came  expectantly  to  the  50th 
Anniversary  Assembly  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  Division 
of  Home  Missions  in  Atlantic  City, 
Dec.  10-13.  They  went  home  as¬ 
serting  that  they  had  confronted  the 
harsh  and  dangerous  realities  of 
the  society  in  which  we  live  — 
“where  no  one  says  nay  to  World 
War  III,  now  being  efficiently 
planned  by  the  generals  and  ad¬ 
mirals.”  They  attested  eagerness  to 
address  themselves  to  solutions  — 
social,  economic  and  political. 

The  mood  of  the  conferees  was 
one  of  recognition  that  only  through 
a  common  strategy  can  the  churches 
become  the  force  that  is  necessary 
“to  permeate  the  culture  with  the 
Christian  ethic." 

San  Salvador  Needy 
Get  Supply  Gifts 
From  V .  S.  Churches 

New  York,  N.Y.  (CWS) — A  spe¬ 
cial  Christmas  shipment  of  over  90 
bales  of  clothing,  food  and  other 
supplies  given  by  American  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  through  Church  World 
Service  has  arrived  in  the  Bahamas 
for  Yuletide  distribution  among  the 
needy  islanders  of  San  Salvador. 

This  was  announced  today  at  the 
New  York  office  of  Church  World 
Service,  215  Fourth  Avenue,  by  its 
executive  director,  Dr.  R.  Norris 
Wilson.  The  Christmas  shipment, 
he  said,  was  flown  from  Mitchell 
Field  Christmas  week. 

Many  of  those  who  will  share  in 
the  Christmas  aid,  Dr.  Wilson  said, 
were  destitution  victims  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Betsy  which  swept  the  Ba¬ 
hamas  in  1956. 

Mrs.  Ruth  G.  Wolper,  famous  art¬ 
ist  who  acts  as  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  representative  on  the  island,  is 
distributing  the  gift-wrapped  par¬ 
cels  of  tinned  beef;  men’s,  women’s 
and  children’s  clothing;  cloth  rem¬ 
nants,  sewing  supplies  and  mending 
kits. 

Natives,  brought  to  the  celebra¬ 
tion  by  U.S.  Armed  Forces  trucks, 
donned  their  new  clothes  and 
formed  a  torchlight  procession,  sing¬ 
ing  Christmas  carols  to  the  accom¬ 
paniment  of  a  portable  organ. 

In  addition  to  the  CWS  contribu¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  Wolper  also  received  do¬ 
nations  of  dolls  and  lollipops,  Christ¬ 
mas  carol  books,  and  copies  of  the 
Ten  Commandments  from  various 
American  organizations. 


MISS  METHODIST  STUDENT 
NURSE  —  Miss  Ruth  Herrman,  23- 
year-old  senior  student  in  the  School 
of  Nursing  of  Deaconess  Hospital, 
Spokane,  Wash.,  has  been  chosen 
“Miss  Methodist  Student  Nurse”  for 
1959.  Picked  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes  from  a  field 
of  high-ranking  student  nurses  in 
Methodist  hospital  schools  of  nurs¬ 
ing  throughout  the  nation,  Miss 
Herrman  will  be  presented  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  meeting  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Methodist  Hospitals  and 
Homes  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  28.. 
Miss  Herrman’s  home  town  is  Nyssa, 
Oregon,  where  she  has  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  Methodist. 


tions,  which  are  Methodist  student 
centers  at  state  and  independent 
colleges  and  universities. 

A  total  of  117  educational  insti¬ 
tutions  are  related  to  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education.  There  are  168 
accredited  Wesley  Foundations. 

Dr.  Gross  also  said  that  74  of 
Methodism’s  approximately  100  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conferences  have 
pledged  to  give  $1.30  or  more  per 
church  member  toward  support  of 
current  operations  of  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  colleges,  universities,  and 
Wesley  Foundations  each  year  for 
the  rest  of  the  denomination’s  1956- 
60  quadrennium.  The  $1.30  per 
member  is  a  minimum  goal  set  for 
the  quadrennium  by  Methodism’s 
1956  General  Conference. 


Methodist  Church 
Lists  817  Openings 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (RNS)  —  The 
Methodist  Church  has  817  specific 
openings  in  its  home  and  overseas 
mission  fields  in  1959— nearly  90 
per  cent  of  them  abroad — a  denomi¬ 
national  official  said  here. 

Dr.  Ernest  V.  May,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Church’s  Pittsburgh  Conference, 
said  the  tabulation  included  vacan¬ 
cies  in  the  United  States,  Hawaii, 
Puerto  Rico  and  32  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

Of  the  total  number  of  openings, 
Dr.  May  said,  697  were  overseas. 
He  listed  personnel  requirements 
under  the  following  classifications: 
agricultural  and  home  economics, 
11;  business  and  secretarial,  25; 
medical,  99,  including  28  doctors, 
two  dentists,  51  nurses  and  18  oth¬ 
ers;  church  and  social  work,  174; 
and  educational,  338. 

Among  education  workers  needed, 
he  said,  were  61  in  administration, 
17  in  teacher  training,  28  in  theo¬ 
logical  work,  59  in  college  teaching, 
100  in  secondary  education,  and  15 
in  specialities. 


Shut-Ins 

Take  New  Year’s 
Communion 
At  Home 

Providence,  R.  I.  (RNS) — Thanks 
to  a  local  Methodist  church  and  ra¬ 
dio  station,  many  Providence  shut- 
ins  were  able  to  take  New  Year’s 
Communion  in  their  homes. 

The  Rev.  DeWitt  C.  Clemens,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Mathewson  Street  con¬ 
gregation,  earlier  had  notified  all 
Methodist  churches  in  the  area  that 
his  New  Year’s  Communion  service 
would  be  broadcast  by  station 
WJAR. 

At  home  and  in  hospitals,  the 
parishioners  were  encouraged  by 
their  pastors  to  obtain  a  piece  of 
bread  and  some  grape  juice  and  de¬ 
voutly  follow  the  service.  A  church 
member  who  acted  as  radio  com¬ 
mentator  for  the  service  informed 
the  shut-ins  when  to  take  Com¬ 
munion.  The  time  coincided  with 
the  approach  of  the  first  group  in 
the  church  to  the  altar. 

“We  believe,”  Mr.  Clemens  said, 
“that  the  effectiveness  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  being  present  through  the 
elements  of  the  Communion  service 
is  equally  great  whether  the  wor¬ 
shippers  are  present  in  church  or 
listening  by  radio. 

“Some  of  those  who  wrote  in  ap¬ 
preciation  of  this  service  said  it 
was  years  since  they  could  receive 
Communion.  They  feel  that  they 
are  a  part  of  the  church  again.” 


San  Marino,  Calif.  (RNS)— BIBLE  TEACHER  IS  ROSE  TOURNAMENT 
QUEEN.  Chosen  Rose  Queen  for  the  annual  Tournament  of  Roses  in  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Calif.,  was  Pamela  Prather,  a  Sunday  school  teacher  in  the  San  Marino 
Community  church  here.  A  student  at  Pasadena  City  College,  she  is  shown 
reading  to  two  of  her  pupils  from  the  American  Bible  Society's  Illustrated 
New  Testament.  Looking  on  is  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Cropp, 
former  general  secretary  of  the  society.  (RNS  photo) 
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Zaragoza,  Spain  (RNS)  —  DR.  DAHLBERG  VISITS  GI'S  OVERSEAS. 
Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  the  U  S. A.,  accompanied  by  a  chaplain,  visits  a  service  man 
at  the  Zaragoza  Air  Base  hospital  here.  The  NCC  leader  spent  11  days 
touring  American  military  bases  in  Spain  and  North  Africa  to  bring  the 
season's  greetings  to  the  GI's  away  from  home.  He  travelled  as  spiritual 
ambassador  of  the  144,000  Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches  of  33  denom¬ 
inations  affiliated  with  the  National  Council.  (RNS  photo) 


Back  Home  After  Visiting  GI’s  ^ 

Council  Head  Urges  Continued  Foreign  Aid 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  arriving  here  from  a  ten-day 
tour  of  military  bases  in  Spain  and  North  Africa,  urged  continued  eco¬ 
nomic,  technical,  literacy  and  medical  aid  for  overseas  impoverished  na¬ 
tions. 

However,  he  said,  these  assistance  programs  “should  be  carried  on  in 
such  a  way  that  the  recipients  might  become  self-sustaining,  which  is  what 
they  want  to  be.” 

During  his  trip,  Dr.  Dahlberg  visited  six  Air  Force  and  two  Navy  Bases 
to  bring  the  season's  greetings  to  American  service  men  and  women  and 
their  families.  He  travelled  as  spiritual  ambassador  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  represents  33  Protestant  and  Orthodox  communions  with  some 


Claims  Tibet’s  Religious 
Leaders  Make  Red  Pledge 

London  (RNS)  —  The  Peiping 
Radio  claimed  that  Tibet’s  Buddhist 
religious  leaders,  in  a  New  Year’s 
message,  pledged  to  make  their 
mountain  country  a  Communist 
state  under  Red  China. 

A  broadcast  said  that  the  Dalai 
Lama  and  the  Panchen  Lama  urged 
their  people  to  “suppress  sabotage 
initiated  by  imperialist  elements 
and  counter-revolutionaries  and 
promote  the  building  of  Commun¬ 
ism  in  their  own  country.” 

The  station  quoted  the  Lamas  as 
saying: 

“We  are  pledged  to  follow  the  di¬ 
rectives  of  the  Chinese  Communist 
party  and  its  current  instructions, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  give  our 
best  efforts  in  study  and  work  and 
strive  hard  to  build  a  new  Tibet 
and  a  great  Communist  mother¬ 
land.” 

Meanwhile,  Radio  Formosa  warn¬ 
ed  Tibetans  that  the  Peiping  Radio 
had  either  faked  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers’  message  or  had  extracted  it 
under  duress. 

Tibet’s  occupation  by  the  Chinese 
Communists  since  1951  has  been  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Dalai  Lama. 


B, 554, 000  Claim  Religious 
Affiliation  in  South  Korea 

Seoul  (RNS)— More  than  6,554,- 
000  persons  in  South  Korea,  out  of 


38,000,000  constituents. 

As  an  example  of  the  need  to  con¬ 
tinue  American  aid  overseas,  Dr. 
Dahlberg  noted  that  while  Spain 
and  Morocco  “are  uneasy  about  our 
bases  and  bombers,  dreading  lest 
we  involve  them  in  war,  they 
dread  equally  the  economic  loss 
that  would  inevitably  follow  the 
withdrawal  of  the  American  forces.” 

Situations  like  these,  he  added, 
point  up  the  need  for  more  U.S.  as¬ 
sistance  overseas,  not  only  by  the 
government  but  also  by  the  people. 

The  clergyman  said  he  was  “deep¬ 
ly  impressed”  with  the  alertness 
and  efficiency  of  America’s  military 
defense  system  in  the  areas  he  vis¬ 
ited  and  with  the  character  of  the 
officers  in  command. 


a  population  of  some  25,000,000  be¬ 
longed  to  some  religion  or  sect  in 
1958,  the  Ministry  of  Education  an¬ 
nounced  here. 

About  6,447,000  are  found  in  24 
major  religious  groups,  including 
Christian,  Buddhist,  Confucianist 
and  Chondokyo,  while  107,000  arc 
in  22  small  sects. 

Buddhism  is  still  numerically 
dominant  in  Korea,  with  3,856,000 
followers.  In  second  place  are 
Christian  bodies  which  have  1,440,- 
000  members. 

Protestant  Christians  are  divided 
into  15  denominations  and  most  of 
them  are  either  Presbyterian  (730,- 
000).  Methodist  (247,000),  or  Holi¬ 
ness  (108,000)  who  belong  to  the 
Oriental  Missionary  Society.  Roman 
Catholics  number  242,000. 


What  Would  Be  Your  Favorite  Sermon? 

Survey  Shows  ‘Effective  Prayer’  Favorite 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— “How  can  I  Make  Prayer  More  Effective?”  was 
cited  here  as  the  title  of  a  sermon  most  people  would  like  to  hear. 

This  subject  was  selected  when  more  than  7,000  This  Week  Magazine 
readers  of  different  faiths  responded  to  a  recent  article  called  “Pick  the 
Sermon  You’d  Like  to  Hear.”  The  magazine,  which  is  published  in  New 
York,  has  a  national  circulation. 

Thirteen  titles  were  listed  on  the  reply  form,  among  them:  "Death, 
Judgment,  Heaven  and  Hell,”  “How  Can  Religion  Curb  Juvenile  Delin¬ 
quency?”  and  “How  Can  Religion  Eliminate  Worry  and  Tension?”  The 
least  checked  subject  was  “How  Can  I  take  Religion  into  my  Business 
Life?” 


Most  popular  topic  with  women 
Effective?”  while  most  men  voted 
for  “How  Can  I  Make  the  Greatest 
Contribution  to  Life.” 

Least  popular  with  men  was  “Re¬ 
ligious  Approach  to  International 
Problems.”  The  lowest  number  of 
votes  from  women  went  to  “Relig¬ 
ious  Approach  to  Social  Problems.” 

Church  Men  Back 
Measure  To  Abolish 
Capital  Punishment 

Boston,  Mass.  (RNS)  —  A  recom¬ 
mendation  by  a  special  legislative 
commission  that  capital  punish¬ 
ment  be  abolished  immediately  in 
Massachusetts  was  endorsed  here 
by  the  two  top  officials  of  the  state 
Council  of  Churches. 

In  a  joint  statement,  Dr.  Paul 
Lee  Sturges  and  Dr.  Forrest  L. 
Knapp,  Council  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  respectively,  ex¬ 
pressed  “hearty”  agreement  with 
the  recommendation  and  called  for 
its  approval  by  the  state’s  General 
Court. 

“Our  view,”  the  council  leaders 
said,  “is  influenced  not  only  by  the 
lack  of  evidence  that  the  death 
penalty  is  a  deterrent  to  crime  and 
by  the  fact  that  some  persons  have 
been  erroneously  convicted  of  mur¬ 
der,  but  also  by  what  we  under¬ 
stand  to  be  the  basic  ethical  stan¬ 
dard  of  Christian  faith.  One  of  our 
hopes  for  the  new  year  is  that  the 
General  Court  will  approve  the 
recommendation.” 

Dr.  Knapp,  who  also  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  said  he  believed  a 
large  segment  of  the  Council’s  1,800 
member  Protestant  churches  would 
give  “vigorous  support”  to  any 
legislation  for  abolishing  the  death 
penalty  in  the  state. 

Nearly  50,000  Veterans 
Train  To  Be  Clergymen 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — The 
Veterans  Administration  dis¬ 
closed  here  that  35,827  veterans 
of  World  War  II  and  12,392  vet¬ 
erans  of  the  Korean  War  have 
undertaken  training  under  the 
GI  Bill  of  Rights  to  become 
clergymen. 

It  said  that  the  7,800,000  vet¬ 
erans  of  World  War  II  who  took 
training  under  the  GI  Bill  and 
the  more  than  2,000,000  veterans 
of  the  Korean  conflict  (1950-53) 
who  have  thus  far  entered  col¬ 
leges  or  trade  schools  have  pre¬ 
pared  for  virtually  every  occu¬ 
pation  from  astronomy  to  zool¬ 
ogy. 

The  ministry  ranked  just  be¬ 
low  medicine  and  law  in  the 
number  of  veterans  who  under¬ 
took  preparation  for  the  profes¬ 
sions  with  aid  of  grants  from 
the  government  under  the  GI 
education  program. 


was  “How  Can  I  Make  Prayer  More 

Taiwan  Missionaries 
Score  Proposal  To 
Recognize  Peiping 

New  York  (RNS) — Christian  mis¬ 
sionary  groups  in  Taiwan  (For¬ 
mosa)  have  issued  a  strong  protest 
against  a  recommendation  made  by 
the  Fifth  World  Order  Study  Con¬ 
ference  in  Cleveland  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  recognize  Communist 
China. 

The  protest  was  disclosed  here  by 
Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling  of  Philadelph¬ 
ia,  editor  of  the  Christian  Herald, 
interdenominational  monthly,  in  a 
sermon  at  Marble  Collegiate  church 
(Reformed). 

Dr.  Poling,  who  recently  returned 
from  a  Far  Eastern  trip,  said  that 
while  he  was  in  Taipei,  capital  of 
the  Nationalist  China  stronghold,  he 
was  given  a  statement  by  the  mis¬ 
sionary  groups  on  the  island  which 
declared  that  the  conference’s  rec¬ 
ommendation  “is  almost  beyond 
our  belief.” 

“Granted  that  these  men  (at  the 
meeting)  spoke  their  sincere  con¬ 
victions,  we  reject  what  they  said,” 
it  continued.  “To  us  it  is  betrayal  of 
their  enslaved,  tortured  and  often 
martyred  fellow  Christians  in 
China.” 

The  Cleveland  conference,  held 
last  November,  was  sponsored  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Department  of  International  Af¬ 
fairs,  but  its  pronouncements  did 
not  represent  an  official  position  of 
the  council. 


CWS  Aids  Japanese 
Disaster  Victims 

New  York  (RNS) — The  Japanese 
affiliate  of  Church  World  Service, 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  parachuted  more  than 
nine  tons  of  U.S.  emergency  sup¬ 
plies  to  victims  of  a  disastrous  fire 
which  left  some  7,000  persons 
homeless  in  Koniya,  Japan. 

Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson  of  New 
York,  CWS  executive  director,  said 
here  that  the  drop  included  emer¬ 
gency  food,  blankets  and  clothing. 
He  said  the  Japanese  government 
loaned  the  agency  four  “self-de¬ 
fense”  planes  and  their  crews  for 
the  operation. 

Church  World  Service  also  trans¬ 
mitted  $25,000  to  its  Japanese  rep¬ 
resentatives  for  purchase  of  other 
emergency  supplies,  particularly 
medicines,  Dr.  Wilson  said. 

Koniya  is  located  on  crowded 
Oshima  Island  off  the  southeast 
coast  of  Honshu,  Japan’s  largest 
island. 


JANUARY  15,  1059 


Page  Three 


Editorial 


What  The  Teenagers  Are  Thinking 

WE  have  not  been  able  to  forget  some  quotations  from  a  book 
published  in  1957,  “The  American  Teenager,”  which  is 
said  to  sample  thoughts,  convictions,  and  feelings  of 
America’s  teenagers  over  the  period  of  the  past  15  years.  The  find¬ 
ings  are  from  surveys  conducted  by  the  Purdue  Opinion  Polls  of 
Purdue  University;  results  have  been  summed  up  and  interpreted 
by  H.  H.  Remmus  and  D.  H.  Rodler.  These  findings  have  signifi¬ 
cance  in  the  light  of  today’s  social,  political  and  religious  thinking. 

For  instance,  the  surveys  indicate  that  freedom  as  we  have 
known  it  should  be  curtailed,  teenagers  believe.  Half  of  them  ques¬ 
tioned  “are  ready  to  dispose  with  freedom  of  the  press  .  .  .  One  quar¬ 
ter  of  them  think  police  should  be  free  to  search  your  home  or  your 
person  without  a  warrant.  A  third  of  them  believe  that  American 
free  speech  should  be  denied  certain  people,  if  it  seems  convenient. 
Another  13  per  cent  would  restrict  by  law  religious  belief  and 
worship.” 

Not  all  of  the  teenagers’  convictions  were  as  shocking  as  those 
about  freedom.  Obedience  and  respect  for  authority  are  the  most 
important  habits  for  children  to  learn,  75%  of  those  questioned  be¬ 
lieve.  Also,  the  typical  teenager  has  a  “favorable  attitude  toward 
the  church,  attends  services  about  once  a  week.”  “His  religious 
beliefs  usually  agree  with  those  of  his  parents  .  .  .  Forty  per  cent 
of  the  girls  have  been  made  happy  by  their  religion  in  comparison 
with  31  per  cent  of  the  boys.” 

Just  how  sound  these  conclusions  may  be,  we  leave  to  the 
judgement  of  our  readers.  Convictions  of  teenagers  become  tem¬ 
pered  with  advancing  maturity,  but  one  can’t  get  away  from  the 
fact  that  tomorrow’s  community,  state,  national,  and  religious 
leaders  are  among  teenagers  of  today.  Some  teenagers  who  are 
quite  ready  to  dispense  with  freedom  of  press,  speech,  privacy  and 
religion  may  be  still  willing  to  dispense  with  these  cherished  poses- 
sions  at  some  future  date.  The  point  is,  those  who  have  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  training  of  today’s  teenagers  hold,  at  least  to 
some  degree,  the  course  of  the  future  in  their  hands.  Here  is  the 
greatest  task  that  confronts  homes,  churches  and  schools  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 

What  constitutes  the  beliefs  and  convictions  of  teenagers  today 
is  largely,  more  or  less,  the  result  of  the  influence  of  home,  church 
and  school  working .  together.  As  Christians,  committed  to  work¬ 
ing  for  a  Christian  world,  we  must  support  any  and  all  moves  which 
will  lead  to  a  strengthening  of  these  three  agencies  which  influence 
more  than  any  other  factors,  today’s  and  tomorrow’s  teenagers. 

One  Encouraging  International  Note 

THROUGHOUT  the  18-month  period  ending  with  last  month, 
newspapers,  television,  magazines,  and  other  media  have 
been  recording  for  our  reading  and  studying  advances  being 
made  in  the  field  of  science,  this  being  the  International  Geophysi¬ 
cal  Year.  This  period  has  witnessed  one  of  the  greatest  interna¬ 
tional  cooperative  undertakings  in  the  world’s  history. 

Notable  among  scientific  achievements  during  this  period  has 
been  outer  space  explorations,  launching  of  Soviet  and  American 
satellites,  expeditions  to  the  antarctic  regions,-  and  America’s  sub¬ 
marine  trip  under  the  North  Pole  ice  cap.  This  universal  experi¬ 
ence  of  cooperation  was  shared  by  77  nations  of  the  world,  and  saw 
many  projects  staffed  by  scientists  of  several  nations  working  to¬ 
gether,  and  in  some  instances  from  both  East  and  West  countries. 

Thoughtful  persons  have  suggested,  as  we  have  previously  re¬ 
ported,  that  an  International  Religious  Year  should  be  advanced. 
But  to  say  the  very  least,  those  who  are  charged  with  the  actual 
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responsibility  of  endeavoring  to  maintain  peace  among  nations 
have  a  prime  piece  of  evidence  that  international  leaders  in  some 
fields  of  endeavor  do  not  quarrel  and  hurl  insults  at  each  other 
every  time  they  get  together. 

Cooperate  With  Your  Pastor  And  Us 

EARLY  reports  reaching  this  publication’s  office  indicate  that 
there  is  an  unusual,  widespread  interest  in  the  Area-Wide 
Circulation  Campaign  for  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  scheduled  for  this  week,  January  11-18.  Com¬ 
plete  circulation  reports  from  churches  in  each  of  the  three  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  Area  have  already  been  received.  Dermott  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference,  Wesley  Church  in  Crowley  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  Harrisburg  in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
were  the  first  local  churches  to  make  complete  reports. 

We  want  to  urge  our  readers  to  cooperate  with  their  pastors 
and  local  church  leaders  as  they  seek  your  renewal  subscription 
for  1959.  Your  leaders  are  anxious  to  complete  their  report  and 
file  it  with  this  publication’s  office  at  an  early  date.  Experience 
has  shown  that  when  all  of  our  churches  work  together  to  complete 
this  solicitation  during  the  same  period  of  time,  best  results  are 
obtained.  If  your  address  label  has  Dec.,  Jan.,  or  Feb.  on  it  your 
subscription  is  now  due,  along  with  more  than  96%  of  all  other 
subscriptions.  By  confirming  your  renewal  subscription  with  your 
pastor  or  your  church  office,  you  will  insure  continuation  without 
interruption  of  your  church  paper. 

Pastors  will  be  sending  in  their  reports  to  our  office  after  next 
Sunday.  All  reports  received  by  Saturday  noon,  January  24,  will 
be  included  in  the  first  published  report  by  churches  in  the  issue 
of  January  29. 
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REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Oakdale  Rotary  Club,  Tuesday, 
Dec.  9.  His  topic  was  “Rotary,  and  Communism.” 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  is  a  member  of  the  De¬ 
Ridder  Rotary  Club. 

A  CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM  for  the  Bell  City 
and  Haynes  Methodist  Churches  was  held  at 
the  Bell  City  Church  on  Dec.  19.  Christmas 
carols  were  sung  by  the  group  and  a  film, 
“Christmas  Around  the  Year,”  was  shown  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller.  Treats  of  candy 
were  presented  to  the  children. 

REV.  NED  L.  STOUT,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Denham  Springs,  Mrs.  Stout, 
and  their  four  children  are  now  at  home  in  the 
new  parsonage  recently  purchased  by  the  church. 
The  new  parsonage  adjoins  the  church  property 
and  contains  approximately  1900  square  feet  of 
floor  space. 

RS.  J.  W.  BILLODEAUX  directed  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Cantata  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  21.  Mrs.  Lowell 
Moore  and  Mrs.  Frank  Cannon  were  accompan¬ 
ists.  Singing  in  the  Cantata  were  the  three  choirs 
of  the  church,  consisting  of  eighty-five  voices. 
Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

EV.  ROBERT  HOLLADAY,  a  senior  in  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TexaSj 
preached  at  the  Student  Recognition  Day  Serv¬ 
ice  at  the  Columbia  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  28.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Holladay  joined  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  from  the  Columbia 
Church  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Sam  Holladay,  a 
former  pastor  at  Columbia.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams 
is  the  present  pastor. 

STUDENT  RECOGNITION  DAY  was  observed 
at  Morningside  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  28.  Terry  Willis  spoke  at 
the  8:30  a.m.  service,  and  Rev.  Tom  Long  brought 
the  message  at  10:50  a.m.  Other  students  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  programs  were:  James  Crews,  Ted 
Wallace,  Betty  Mottet,  John  Vaughn,  and  Bob 
Fisher.  Mrs.  L.  E.  Kneipp  was  the  reporter  and 
Rev.  G.  Eldred  Blakely  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WATCHNIGHT  SERVICE  was  held  at  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Men’s  Prayer  Group.  Earl  Crowe  presented  the 
devotional.  A  Student  Recognition  Day  program 
was  held  at  the  church  with  Larry  Teddlie,  Di¬ 
anna  Wright  and  Mary  Beth  Simmons  sharing 
in  the  leadership  of  the  program.  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

OMMY  HATFIELD  is  the  new  president  of 
the  Senior  Class  of  the  Winnsboro  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Others  elected  to  serve  for  the 
year  1959  include:  Mary  Margaret  Mulhearn, 


vice  president;  Sue  Cotton,  secretary;  Margaret 
Louise  Mays,  Treasurer;  and  Kathy  Robinson, 
reporter.  Mrs.  S.  W.  Williamson  is  teacher  of 
the  class.  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Shreveport  presented  a  Christmas  pageant 
the  Sunday  night  before  Christmas.  It  was  a 
candlelight  service  presenting  the  life  of  Jesus 
from  birth  to  Calvary.  The  characters  were  from 
the  Youth  Department  and  were  dressed  in  beau¬ 
tiful  and  colorful  costumes.  Music  in  the  back¬ 
ground  was  by  the  choir.  The  pageant  was  en¬ 
titled  “The  Light  of  Men”  and  was  directed  by 
Mrs.  Sherwood  Humphrey.  Rev.  John  Lee  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

HE  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM  of  the 
Sunday  School  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Iowa,  was  held  in  the  Sunday  School  Annex  on 
Dec.  23,  with  approximately  100  persons  present. 
Fifty  members  of  the  Children’s  Department  of 
the  Sunday  School  presented  the  program.  Mrs. 
Keith  Findley,  Mrs.  Joe  Estes,  Mrs.  Noble  Cooke, 
Crawford  Mount,  Mrs.  Donald  Pettinew,  Mrs. 
Tom  Flowers,  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Findley  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  successful  program.  Crawford 
Mount  is  the  Sunday  School  superintendent.  Rev. 
Robert  R.  Miller  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HE  RAYVILLE  METHODIST  CHURCH  will 
broadcast  the  11:00  a.m.  worship  service  over 
radio  station  KCLP,  990  kc.,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  18. 
This  will  be  the  first  in  a  series  of  nine  broad¬ 
casts  to  be  heard  each  Sunday  from  January  18 
to  March  29,  with  the  exception  of  the  second 
Sundays  in  February  .and  March.  On  Friday  eve¬ 
ning,  Jan.  23,  Missions  Family  Night  will  be 
observed  by  the  Rayville  Church.  The  church¬ 
wide  study  “Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii” 
will  be  presented  both  by  speaker  and  16  mm. 
film.  Each  family  will  bring  a  pot-luck  supper. 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HE  COMBINED  CHOIRS  of  the  Columbia 
and  Grayson  Methodist  Churches  presented 
a  Christmas  Cantata  at  the  Columbia  Church  on 
Sunday  night,  Dec.  14,  and  at  the  Grayson 
Church  on  Wednesday  night,  Dec.  17.  Owen 
Brown  was  the  director  and  Mrs.  Earl  Harris 
was  organist.  Rev.  Ed.  Henkle  is  pastor  of  the 
Grayson  Church  and  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Columbia  Church.  The  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Columbia  Church  pre¬ 
sented  an  outdoor  Nativity  scene  on  the  lawn 
of  the  church  on  Dec.  22  and  23.  Mrs.  O.  N. 
Reynolds  served  as  director. 

BOB  MIDYETT  was  the  speaker  at  the  Grand 
Cane  Methodist  Church,  on  the  Grand  Cane- 
Stonewall  Charge,  on  Student  Recognition  Day. 
Bob  is  the  son  of  the  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Stonewall  Church.  His  subject  was, 
“Extra  Curricular  Activities  in  College.”  Bob  is 


the  president  of  the  Student  Body  of  Ruston 
Tech.  Miss  Antionette  Hose  was  in  charge  of  the 
service  and  introduced  the  speaker.  Miss  Wallis 
Rae  Wagner,  a  student  at  North  Western,  and  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Cane  Church,  sang  a  solo, 
“O  Young  'and  Fearless  Prophet.”  A  most  at¬ 
tractive  and  useful  pulpit  Bible  was  presented 
the  Stonewall  Church  by  the  young  people  of  the 
church.  Rev.  E.  Lee  McKay  is  the  pastor. 

AUL  DIETZEL,  football  coach  at  Louisiana 
State  University,  and  recently  named  as  the 
football  coach  of  the  year,  was  honored  last  week 
by  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  along 
with  two  other  outstanding  football  coaches,  Pete 
Eliott  of  California  and  Bud  Wilkerson  of  Okla¬ 
homa. 

Coach  Dietzel  is  an  active  member  of  the 
William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  coaches  were  honored  at  a  special  break¬ 
fast  meeting  during  the  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Football  Coaches  Association. 

Coach  Dietzel  credited  the  FCA  with  provid¬ 
ing  part  of  the  inspiration  which  helped  the 
Louisiana  State  University  football  team  win  the 
1958  National  Football  Championship  title. 

Some  35  coaches  who  are  members  of  the 
FCA,  representing  major  teams,  attended. 

ECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Pollock  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  include:  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  baskets  of  fruits  and  cakes  to  the 
older  adults  and  shut-ins.  The  short  visits  in¬ 
cluded  a  scripture  reading  and  a  prayer  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group,  as  well  as  words  of  friendly 
concern.  A  Christmas  party  was  held  on  Sunday 
evening,  Dec.  21,  and  gifts  were  brought  for  a 
Christmas  box  for  the  children  at  the  Louisiana 
State  Colony  and  Training  School.  The  church¬ 
wide  study  course  on  Alaska  and  Hawaii  has  re¬ 
cently  been  completed  with  all  adult  departments 
participating.  The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  and 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  re¬ 
ceived  Jurisdictional  Recognition.  The  course 
was  taught  by  the  pastor.  The  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  was  host  to  the  Greater  Parish  Sub- 
District  MYF  on  Dec.  31  at  a  “Watch  Night” 
service.  John  Wesley’s  Covenant  Service  was 
used  for  the  worship  service.  Rev.  Marvin  H. 
Hockenhull  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


ft: 


SELF-PRESERVATION 

Firmly  embedded  in  the  mind  of  our  race  is  the  old  maxim, 
“Self-preservation  is  nature’s  first  law.”  When  a  person  is  up  against 
the  choice  between  life  and  death,  the  popular  assumption  is  that 
he  will  struggle  to  the  last  ditch  in  order  to  save  himself. 

Sometime  ago  the  press  reported  the  death  of  a  young  Hollywood 
actress.  Her  career  had  begun  with  great  promise.  But  a  few  years 
before  she  injured  her  spine  and  suffered  a  partial  paralysis.  Her 
physician  in  announcing  her  death  said,  "I  felt  that  for  the  last  few 
months  she  had  lost  the  will  to  live.”  So  unusual  is  such  a  state  of 
mind  that  it  received  headline  attention. 

In  view  of  this  pervading  will  to  live,  what  are  we  to  say  about 
Jesus’  words  as  given  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  Luke  and  elsewhere? 
Listen:  “For  whoever  would  save  his  life  shall  lose  it;  but  whoever 
loses  his  life  for  my  sake,  he  will  save  it.”  Does  Jesus  counsel  us 
against  trying  to  save  our  physical  lives? 

Some  readers  might  explain  the  words  as  applying  to  the  mar¬ 
tyrs  of  the  first  Christian  century.  They  say  maybe  the  gospels  were 
just  reassuring  the  early  Christians  who  were  being  persecuted  that 
if  they  gave  up  their  lives  for  their  faith,  they  would  surely  enter 
into  heaven. 

But  to  leave  it  at  that  is  not  quite  in  line  with  Jesus’  general 
teaching.  Jesus  did  not  work  on  the  pripciple  of  bartering  earthly 
suffering  for  future  paradise.  That  He  came  to  enrich  life  here  in 
this  world  was  made  clear  in  His  first  sermon  to  his  neighbors  at 
Nazareth,  when  He  announced  that  He  was  fulfilling  Isaiah’s  prophe¬ 
sy  of  giving  sight  to  the  blind,  healing  to  the  bruised,  deliverance  to 
the  captives  and  good  tidings  to  the  poor.  Jesus  has  been  given  the 
title  of  the  Great  Physician  because  of  His  healing  and  helpful  work. 
His  gospel  was  not  a  mere  promise  of  “pie  in  the  sky  bye  and  bye,” 
as  the  Communists  charge. 

Hence  when  He  said,  "Whoever  would  save  his  life  shall  lose  it 
and  whoever  loses  his  life  for  my  sake,  he  will  save  it,”  Jesus  was 
expressing  a  principle  of  broader  and  deeper  meaning  than  a  promise 
of  heaven  to  Christian  martyrs. 

For  one  thing  by  always  trying  to  play  safe  we  lose  by  trying  to 
save  our  lives. 

Jesus  described  the  kind  of  courage  He  desired  in  His  parable  of 
the  talents.  The  man  with  ten  talents  and  the  man  with  five  talents 
were  willing  to  invest  and  they  doubled  their  investments.  Invest¬ 
ment  usually  involves  some  risk.  They  took  it  and  were  counted 
worthy  to  receive  greater  trusts.  The  man  with  one  talent  was  so 
careful  to  protect  himself  that  he  buried  his  talent  and  had  it  taken 
away. 

The  parable  points  the  truth  expressed  by  Ecclesiastes:  "Who 
observes  the  wind  will  not  sow,  and  he  who  regards  the  clouds  will 
not  reap.”  The  fruits  of  the  soil  and  the  "iruits  of  the  spirit  came  to 
us  through  the  risks  of  the  sowers  and  settlers.  We  would  not  be  here 
in  peace  and  plenty  if  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  and  George  Washington 
had  played  safe. 

Secondly,  some  who  would  save  their  lives  lose  them  by  trying 
too  hard  to  conserve  their  energy.  We  cannot  hoard  our  health  as  we 
can  money.  Persons  who  are  constantly  watching  for  symptoms  of 
illness  and  coddling  their  complaints  become  slaves  to  their  ther¬ 
mometer,  fugitives  from  germs  and  strangers  to  the  joy  of  living. 

Only  a  fool  would  think  he  could  strengthen  his  mind  by  never 
spending  it  on  hard  thought.  A  sheltered  woman  asked  that  she  not 
be  made  to  see  other  people’s  hardships  because  sympathy  put  such  a 
strain  on  her  emotions.  Some  persons  avoid  funerals  because  they 
do  not  want  their  feelings  harassed.  Many  do  not  want  the  pulpit  to 
deal  with  unpleasant  subjects  like  war  and  poverty  and  pain  lest  their 
feelings  be  harrowed. 

But  remember,  the  field  that  is  never  plowed  or  harrowed  be¬ 
comes  barren  and  hard.  When  we  shut  ourselves  off  from  things  that 
would  stir  our  sympathies,  we  harden  our  natures.  When  we  with¬ 
hold  ourselves  from  our  friends  lest  we  be  taken  in,  we  find  our¬ 
selves  being  left  out.  Love  and  sympathy  are  dissipated  not  by  use 
but  by  disuse.  Thus  in  trying  to  save  ourselves  from  being  spent  we 
lose  ourselves. 

Strange  beings,  aren’t  we?  When  our  main  motive  is  to  play  safe 
or  to  conserve  our  strength,  we  lose.  But  when  we  forget  ourselves 
and  spend  ourselves  for  something  beyond  our  own  lives,  we  save 
ourselves.  God  made  us  that  way. 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


on  a  great  highway.  There  was  an 
antique  shop  nearby  and  the  owner 
had  put  up  that  sign  on  each  side  of 
it.  He  was  saying  to  every  traveler: 
“I  have  some  interesting  old  things 
here,  come  back  and  see  them.” 

We  encounter  a  lot  of  back-up 
signs  on  our  daily  path.  But  they 
never  help  our  traffic.  Moses  and 
his  escapees  from  Egypt  found  one 
in  the  desert.  It  caused  them  to 


want  to  go  back  to  “the  flesh  pots 
of  Egypt” — back  to  the  kind  of  life 
they  had  become  used  to.  Even 
Moses  stood  still  for  awhile  and 
complained.  But  the  Lord  was  di¬ 
recting  traffic  and  said:  “Speak 
unto  the  children  of  Israel  that  they 
go  forward”.  Forward  seems  to  be 
the  order  of  the  universe. 

Jesus  had  to  deal  with  that  back¬ 
up  idea  in  his  disciples.  After  his 
discourse  on  the  Bread  of  Life 
“many  of  his  disciples  went  back 
and  followed  him  no  more.”  He 
questioned  the  inner  circle:  “will 
you  also  go  away?”  And  some  of 
them  did.  The  invitation  to  turn 
back  is  always  present.  The  un¬ 
familiar  and  the  difficult  lie  ahead, 
the  familiar  and  easy  lie  behind — 
a  lot  of  interesting  old  things.  Turn¬ 
ing  back  to  them  snarls  traffic  for 
us  and  for  others.  The  better  sign 
is  up  front.  It  is  carried  by  the  man 
who  never  turned  back.  It  says: 
“Come,  follow  me.” 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Year  of  Great  Challenge 

This  New  Year  will  probably 
bring  us  more  forcibly  than  ever 
to  the  blunt  realization  that  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world  are  close  neigh¬ 
bors,  whether  they  like  it  or  not. 
Two  years  ago  I  flew  around  the 
world  in  123  actual  flying  hours. 
Before  the  end  of  this  year  that 
time  schedule  will  be  cut  almost  in 
half.  Regardless  of  where  you  are 
living,  it  will  take  only  30  hours 
for  a  commercial  plane  to  travel  to 
the  farthest  point  in  the  world  from 
where  you  are  now  sitting.  Military 
planes  can  make  it  in  less  time.  In 
other  words,  during  this  year  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  able  to  tour  the  world 
at  a  speed  of  150  times  that  of  horse- 
and-buggy  travel. 

Most  of  our  citizens  today  have 
not  travelled  in  a  horse-and-buggy 
mode  of  conveyance.  They^would  be 
bored  to  tears  at  the  thought  of 
taking  over  two  hours  to  go  ten 
miles.  Yet  the  great  majority  of 
those  same  people  who  cannot  bear 
the  thought  of  ,  travelling  at  four 
miles  per  hour  in  a  jet  age  are  still 
thinking  of  their  fellow  human  be¬ 
ings  of  other  nations  in  terms  of 
horse-and-buggy  relationships.  We 
still  call  other  nations  of  the  world 
“foreigners”  when  we,  by  the  same 
token  are  "foreigners”  to  over  90% 
of  the  world’s  population.  We  like 
the  idea  of  our  “splendid  isolation”, 
having  great  bodies  of  water  around 
us  to  protect  us  from  the  "degene¬ 
rating”  effects  of  too  many  imi- 
grants,  all  the  while  forgetting  that 
just  about  all  of  us  are  descendants 
of  immigrants.  And  speaking  of  iso¬ 
lation,  many  of  us  are  still  living 
in  a  sort  of  fairy-tale  world  of  eco¬ 
nomics  which  we  think  is  something 
that  can  never  be  disturbed.  We 
have  not  yet  come  to  realize  certain 
facts  of  life  with  regard  to  world 
economics;  that  within  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  the  white  and 
yellow  and  brown  and  black  peoples 
of  other  nations  can  and  will  be 


furnishing  us  with  competition  in 
production  and  selling  that  we  shall 
be  hard  pressed  to  meet.  It  seems 
that  we  are  only  beginning  to  feel 
the  effects  of  being  forced  to  com¬ 
pete  with  other  nations  in  the 
world  markets. 

One  answer  to  such  a  situation  is 
that  we  quit  sending  economic  aid 
to  other  parts  of  the  world.  Let  the 
other  nations  remain  poor  and 
“backward”  so  that  they  will  not  be 
able  to  compete  with  us  in  free 
markets.  What  we  fail  to  realize  is 
that  these  other  peoples  some  day 
will  develop  their  economies  wheth¬ 
er  we  help  them  or  not.  Of  course 
we  cap  delay  their  development  for 
a  generation  or  so,  but  the  peoples 
of  the  East  are  very  patient.  A  gen¬ 
eration  of  them  is  little.  Besides, 
if  we  should  be  instrumental  in  de¬ 
laying  their  development,  we  could 
make  ourselves  the  most  unpopular 
people  in  the  world.  This,  •  by  the 
way,  is  exactly  what  the  Commun¬ 
ists  want.  They  don’t  want  war.  All 
they  want  to  see  is  our  economic 
oreakdown.  And  they  cannot  work 
more  successfully  at  this  job  than 
we  are  already  doing  when  we  take 
the  attitude  that  I  have  described. 

Getting  back  to  the  good  year 
1959,  what  shall  we  do  about  it.  in 
the  next  50  weeks?  My  own  answer 
is  that  we  should  do  everything  in 
our  power  to  make  friends  of  all 
nations.  And,  believe  it  or  not,  I 
don’t  know  any  better  means  of 
going  about  this  than  by  the  agen¬ 
cy  of  Christian  Missions.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  Missions  is  the  slender 
thread  that  holds  the  world  out  of 
war  even  today.  It  can  be  much 
more  useful  in  the  future  if  we 
strengthen  it.  Diplomacy,  welfare 
and  aid  are  needful,  but  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  is  the  great  common  de¬ 
nominator  of  human  understanding. 
Let  us  use  it  more  than  ever  in  this 
new  year. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  January  25,  1959:  CHRIST’S  RIGHT  TO  COMMAND 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MARK  11:11,  15-19;  JOHN  2:13-17. 

LESSON  TEXT:  MATTHEW  21:12-13,  23-27.  (RSV) 


Through  this  quarter  we  are  continuing  the 
study  of  “The  Life  of  Jesus  Christ”  which  we 
began  last  October.  Today’s  lesson  is  the  fourth 
of  a  series  of  eight  lessons  in  Unit  IV.  These 
eight  lessons  describe  various  phases  of  “Chris¬ 
tian  Faith  and  Responsibility.”  The  subject  for 
today’s  lesson  is  “Christ’s  Right  To  Command.” 
Beginning  today,  we  will  be  studying,  for  the 
rest  of  the  quarter  through  March  29th,  inci¬ 
dents  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  all  of  which  happened 
during  Passion  Week. 

Last  Sunday  our  lesson  was  a  discussion  of 
an  incident  in  the  life  of  Jesus  as  He  was  on 
His  way  to  Jerusalem  where  He  was  to  be  cru¬ 
cified  by  His  enemies.  On  the  way  two  of  His 
disciples,  James  and  John,  two  of  the  three 
apostles  closest  to  Jesus,  made  a  personal  ap¬ 
peal  to  Jesus  to  appoint  them  to  the  highest 
positions  in  the  kingdom  they  were  sure  He 
would  establish. 

While  these  two  disciples  were  loyal  to 
Christ,  they  had  also  made  up  their  minds  to  get 
in  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  new  movement 
and  “make  religion  pay”  materially  as  well  as 
spiritually.  Jesus  rebuked  their  selfish  request. 
He  then  called  all  of  the  disciples  to  Him  and 
told  them  that  greatness  in  the  kingdom  He 
was  building  could  come  only  through  sacrifi¬ 
cial  service  that  could  even  include  a  cross. 

Disappointed  as  Jesus  must  have  been  with 
the  disciples  because  of  their  lack  of  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  character  of  His  kingdom,  that  fact 
did  not  turn  Him  from  His  purpose.  Following 
the  transfiguration  and  the  healing  of  the  epi¬ 
leptic  boy,  Luke  says  of  Jesus,  “And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  time  was  come  that  he  should  be 
received  up,  he  steadfastly  set  his  face  to  go  to 
Jerusalem." 

Jesus  Courageously  Faces  His  Most 
Powerful  Enemies 

On  more  than  one  occasion  Jesus  had  moved 
away  from  His  enemies  when  pressure  devel¬ 
oped.  The  reason  He  gave  was,  “My  time  is  not 
yet  come.”  Jesus  had  work  to  do  before  the  final 
crisis  He  was  to  face  at  Jerusalem.  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  when  His  enemies  pressed  Him  at  one  place, 
Jesus  would  move  on  to  work  elsewhere. 

All  of  that  changed  at  the  climax  of  the 
training  period  for  the  disciples  at  Caesarea 
Philippi,  where  He  drew  from  His  disciples  the 
Great  Confession.  Following  that  confession,  in 
a  series  of  statements,  Jesus  revealed  to  His 
apostles  that  He  must  go  to  Jerusalem  and  suf¬ 
fer  and  die  at  the  hands  of  His  enemies.  Jesus 
not  only  taught  them  that  fact  but  “he  steadfastly 
set  his  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem.”  Having  made 
that  decision,  nothing  that  friends  or  enemies 
could  do  stopped  Him.  He  continued  that  jour¬ 
ney  “steadfastly”  until  He  reached  Jerusalem. 

As  stated  above,  Jesus  more  than  once  pur¬ 
posely  avoided  open  conflicts  with  His  enemies 
during  His  ministry.  However,  when  He  rode 
into  Jerusalem  that  Palm  Sunday,  at  the  head 
of  a  triumphal  procession,  surrounded  by  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  people  shouting  His  praises,  His  action 
was  an  open,  public  challenge  to  His  enemies 
that  He  was  ready  to  face  the  worst  that  they 
could  do  to  Him. 

As  if  this  public  demonstration,  on  Palm 
Sunday,  was  not  enough,  after  spending  the 
night  in  Bethany,  Jesus  returned  to  Jerusalem 
on  Monday.  He  went  into  the  Temple  and, 
stirred  with  righteous  indignation  at  what  He 
saw,  Jesus  drove  out  of  the  Temple  the  money 
changers  and  those  who  sold  birds  and  animals 
for  sacrifices. 

Since  the  priests  were  in  charge  of  the  Tem¬ 


ple  and  all  activities  in  any  part  of  the  Temple, 
they  had  supposedly  approved  the  actions  of  the 
people  Jesus  drove  out.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
imagine  the  furor  this  act  of  Jesus  stirred  up  in 
Jerusalem  where  the  priests  word  was  final 
authority  in  Temple  worship.  This  was  even  a 
more  direct,  personal  challenge  to  the  priest¬ 
hood  than  the  triumphal  entry  of  Jerusalem. 

After  cleansing  the  Temple  and  declaring 
that,  under  the  leadership  of  the  priests,  it  had 
become  a  “den  of  thieves,”  Jesus  again  returned 
to  Bethany  for  the  night.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Jesus  did  not  spend  a  night  in  Jerusalem 
during  Passion  Week  until  the  night  of  the 
Feast  of  the  Passover,  The  Last  Supper  and  His 
arrest  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane. 

The  Power  of  Moral  Indignalion 

Those  who  think  of  Jesus  as  a  soft,  pius, 
anaemic  personality  should  read  this  record  of 
the  cleansing  of  the  Temple  by  the  Master.  They 
should  feel  something  of  the  righteous  indigna¬ 
tion  which  stirred  His  heart.  They  should  hear 
the  public  challenge  Jesus  threw  out  to  His 
powerful  enemies  when  He  said  of  the  Temple, 
“Ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.”  It  is  our 
feeling  that  this  statement  did  not  refer  so  much 
to  the  men  He  was  driving  out  of  the  Temple  as 
it  did  to  the  priests  who  had  given  them  per¬ 
mission  to  carry  on  their  crooked  business  with¬ 
in  the  Temple  walls. 

The  power  to  feel  a  moral  or  righteous  in¬ 
dignation  in  the  presence  of  injustice,  dishonesty 
and  corruption  is  a  commendable  virtue.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  a  very  plain  difference  in  moral 
indignation  and  just  plain  getting  mad.  Jesus 
was  not  mad.  The  things  He  saw  in  the  Temple 
were  so  out  of  order,  so  inappropriate,  so  sacri¬ 
legious  and  dishonest  that  something  inside  Him 
made  Him  feel  that  it  must  come  to  an  end. 
It  was  not  so  much  that  birds  and  animals  were 
being  sold  inside  the  outer  walls  of  the  Temple 
that  stirred  the  heart  of  Jesus;  it  was  that  the 
dealers  were  taking  advantage  of  a  kind  of  mo¬ 
nopoly,  granted  by  the  priests,  to  defraud,  cheat 
and  swindle  people  who  had  come  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  to  worship  in  the  Temple. 

One  of  the  pitiable  things  about  many  pro¬ 
fessed  Christians  today  is  the  fact  that  they  have 
lost  out  of  their  lives,  if  they  ever  had  it,  the 
power  to  become  righteously  indignant  over  the 
many  forms  of  wrong  existing  about  us.  Con¬ 
sequently,  much  that  is  wrong  in  the  world  goes 
its  peaceful  way  unchallenged. 

Serving  God  for  Financial  Gain 

It  is  often  true  that  one’s  relationship  to  the 
church  may  bring  him  financial  gam  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  or  profession.  The  qualities  of  character 
which  make  a  man  a  good  church  man  also 
make  him  a  good  man  to  do  business  with.  It  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  for  one’s  business  or  pro¬ 
fession  to  prosper  as  the  indirect  result  of  loyalty 
and  faithfulness  to  the  church. 

However,  it  is  a  grevious,  sinful  mistake  for 
one  to  think  of  his  church  relationship  in  terms 
of  what  it  may  do  financially  for  his  business 
or  profession.  Such  an  attitude  is  akin  to  the 
Temple  hucksters  who  overlooked  their  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  of  service  to  Temple  worshipers 
because  of  their  greed  for  gain. 

No  service  we  render  is  acceptable  in  God’s 
sight  if  it  is  motivated  primarily  by  a  desire  for 
financial  gain.  We  overheard  a  conversation  one 
day  between  two  colored  men.  One  of  them,  ap¬ 
parently,  was  habitually  asking  people  for  some¬ 
thing.  His  friend  was  saying  to  him,  about  the 
time  we  caught  the  drift  of  the  conversation, 
“Yes,  you  is  always  saying  gimme,  gimme,  I 


ain’t  never  heard  you  say  here.”  To  approach 
Christ  and  the  church  simply  with  a  “gimme” 
attitude  is  to  miss  entirely  the  standard  of  ser¬ 
vice  Jesus  set  for  citizenship  in  His  kingdom. 
The  Jews  Question  Jesus  About  His  Authority 

After  cleansing  the  Temple  on  Tuesday, 
Jesus  again  spent  the  night  in  Bethany.  On 
Wednesday  he  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  again 
went  to  the  Temple.  There  the  chief  priests  and 
elders  found  Him  teaching  the  people,  this  also 
in  defiance  of  the  Temple  authorities. 

The  chief  priests  and  elders  immediately 
challenged  the  authority  of  Jesus.  Their  question 
was,  “By  what  authority  dost  thou  these  things? 
and  who  gave  thee  this  authority?”  By  the 
words  “these  things”  the  enemies  of  Jesus  likely 
meant  what  they  thought  was  presumption  in 
riding  into  Jerusalem  at  the  head  of  a  great 
procession;  the  cleansing  of  the  Temple  on  the 
previous  day  and  His  defiance  of  their  authority 
by  teaching  in  the  Temple  without  their  ap¬ 
proval.  This  was  to  have  been  their  first  step 
in  destroying  Jesus  by  establishing  the  fact  that 
all  of  His  activities  in  Jerusalem  were  without 
authority  from  them.  This,  in  their  book,  made 
Jesus  a  rank  imposter. 

Jesus  Asks  A  Question  About  Authority 

Instead  of  answering  the  question  put  to 
Him  by  Temple  authorities,  Jesus  said  to  His 
enemies,  “I  will  ask  you  one  thing,  which  if  ye 
tell  me,  I  in  like  wise  will  tell  you  by  what 
authority  I  do  these  things.  The  baptism  of  John, 
whence  was  it?  from  heaven,  or  of  men?” 

That  may  sound  like  a  simple  question  to  us 
but  the  Temple  authorities,  who  were  accus¬ 
tomed  to  arguments  by  the  question  and  answer 
method,  saw  immediately  that  it  was  a  “loaded 
question.”  In  discussing  together  what  their  an¬ 
swer  should  be  they  said,  “If  we  shall  say  from 
heaven;  he  will  say  unto  us,  Why  did  ye  not  then 
believe  him?  But  if  we  say,  of  men;  we  fear  the 
people;  for  all  hold  John  was  a  prophet.”  Hence 
it  was  that,  instead  of  trapping  Jesus  with  their 
question,  they  found  themselves  in  such  an  em¬ 
barrassing  situation  that  they  had  to  say,  “We 
do  not  know.”  (RSV)  Imagine  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers  in  Jerusalem  being  forced  to  confess  ig¬ 
norance  on  such  an  important,  religious  question 
of  the  day. 

At  first  reading  it  may  sound  like  Jesus 
went  off  on  a  side  track  in  asking  this  question. 
However,  it  was  in  fact  a  “main  line”  question. 
If  the  Jewish  leaders  had  said  that  John’s  gospel 
was  from  heaven,  then  they  would  have  been 
forced  to  accept  Christ  as  the  Messiah  since  the 
heart  of  John’s  message  was  a  declaration  of 
that  fact.  If  they  had  refused  to  recognize  John 
as  a  prophet,  they  would  have  lost  the  support 
of  the  masses  which  they  needed  if  they  were 
to  be  successful  in  destroying  Jesus. 

Conception  of  Christ's  Authority  Important 

Our  opinion  about  the  authority  of  Christ  to 
speak  for  God  now  is  just  as  important  to  us 
as  was  the  opinion  of  the  Jews  about  His  au¬ 
thority  to  speak  for  God  in  their  day.  Since  the 
Jews  of  His  day  did  not  believe  Christ  had  the 
authority  to  speak  for  God,  they  did  not  accept 
His  teachings  as  authoritative. 

Unless  we  believe  that  Christ  spoke  with 
divine  authority,  there  is  no  more  reason  for  us 
to  accept  His  teachings,  as  the  binding  standard 
for  life,  than  the  teachings  of  many  other  wise 
teachers  and  philosophers  of  other  days.  That  is 
to  say  that  teachings  by  wise  men  differ  widely 
as  to  what  is  proper  in  personal  conduct  and 
human  relations.  Unless  there  be  a  fixed  stan¬ 
dard  by  which  these  teachings  may  be  measured, 
one  man’s  opinion  may  be  as  good  as  another. 

If  we  believe,  as  we  do,  that  Christ  was  the 
divine  Son  of  God  and  spoke  with  the  same 
authority  on  human  conduct  and  character  as 
God  Himself  could  speak,  we  then  have  an  au¬ 
thoritative  standard  by  which  all  teachings  may 
be  measured.  Furthermore,  if  we  believe  Christ 
spoke  jvith  divine  authority,  we  believe  that  He 
was  more  than  a  man.  Hence  we  are  under  obli¬ 
gations  to  accept  His  teachings  and  way  of  life 
as  the  standard  for  our  lives. 

Authoritative  pronouncements  are  impor¬ 
tant  in  all  walks  of  life.  However,  nowhere  are 
authoritative  pronouncements  so  important  as  in 
the  matter  of  religion  because  values  involved 
there  are  of  infinite  importance.  Happy  is  that 
individual  who  definitely  believes  Jesus  was  the 
Christ  of  God  and  accepts  His  teachings  as  un¬ 
questionably  authoritative. 
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ARKANSAS-LOUISI 


ANNUAL  SIMULTANEOUS 


January  11th  Through  January  18th,  19 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


To  our  Methodist  People  in  Ark.  an 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Paul  M.  Bumpers 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota  1002 

B.  W.  Slallcup 

District  Director 


Social  change  and  adjustment  demand  an  informed  faith  and  enlightened  churchman- 
ship.  Toward  this  end  we  are  fortunate  to  have  the  ministry  of  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST.  Let  us  provide  every  Methodist  family  with  the  opportunity  to  receive 
the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  because  our  people  want  this  splendid  publication  with 
its  helpful  editorials,  state,  national  and  world  church  news,  and  program  helps. 

— Paul  M.  Bumpers 


Subscription  Quota  .  1494 

W.  Henry  Goodloe 
District  Director 


CONWAY  DISTRICT 

Harold  O.  Eggensperger 

District  Superintendent 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  helping  to  inform  persons  throughout  our  state  of 
the  great  work  of  our  beloved  Church.  This  religious  paper  also  encourages  and 
inspires  people  to  accept  the  opportunities  to  serve  Christ  and  their  fellowmen 
through  the  various  causes  represented  by  The  Methodist  Church.  I  sincerely  urge 
Methodist  families  to  subscribe  for  and  regularly  read  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 

— Harold  Eggensperger 


From  time  to  time  during  each  year  it  is 
me  to  make  appeals  concerning  the  in 
Church.  One  cause  of  which  I  can  alwa 
enthusiasm  is  that  of  the  annual  Camp 
scriptions  to  the  ARKANSAS  METHODI 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  finer 
being  printed  today.  Wherever  the  METH 
we  find  devoted  and  effective  church  m 
I  trust  that  when  we  get  the  reports  from 
this  year,  which  will  come  in  the  week  o 
18,  we  will  have  the  largest  number  oi 
we  have  ever  had. 


Harold  O. 
Eggensperger 


Sincerely 


Subscription  Quota  .  1166 

Frank  Jones 

District  Director 


Roy  I.  Bagley 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Roy  L.  Bagley 

District  Superintendent 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  filling  a  very  vital  need  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 
Its  weekly  visits  to  the  home  of  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  keeps  us  informed  as  to 
the  work  of  the  Church  in  our  State  and  the  broader  ministry  of  the  Church.  Every 
Methodist  home  ought  to  have  this  paper. — Roy  I.  Bagley 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1177 

Raymond  L.  Franks  Alf  A.  Eason 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Arkansas  Methodists  need  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST! — Raymond  Franks 


LITTLE  ROC 


Subscription  Quota  1995 

G.  B.  Ames 

District  Director 


Ethan  Dodgen 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 

Ethan  W.  Dodgen 

District  Superintendent 

It  seems  to  me  that  THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  essential  in  the 
promotion  of  our  work  and  vital  in  our  religious  life  and  experience  in  these  days  of 
crisis  and  confusion.  As  we  face  our  tasks  and  seek  an  abiding  faith  “The  Methodist” 
is  a  source  of  help  and  strength. — Ethan  W.  Dodgen 


Raymond  L. 
Franks 


JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1393 

Elmer  J.  Holifield  N.  Lee  Cate 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

We  appreciate  the  contribution  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  makes  in  promoting 
the  work  of  the  Church  in  the  Jonesboro  District.  We  read  it  because  the  articles  are 
of  interest,  and  because  we  need  the  information  it  gives  us. — Elmer  J.  Holifield 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superintendent 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  trul 
informed  Methodist  when  he  reads 


T.  T.  McNeal 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


W.  Neill  Hart 

District  Superintendent 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1119 

J.  Albert  Gatlin  Wm.  A.  Stewart 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Once  more  we  have  the  privilege  of  enlisting  support  for  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST. 
This  effort  should  be  one  of  joy  for  we  have  a  paper  that  is  held  in  highest  esteem — 
not  only  in  Arkansas  but  across  the  Church.  I  am  sure  that  once  again  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  will  be  one  that  will  inspire  the  Editor  and  staff  and  all  of  us. — J.  Albert  Gatlin 


E.  J.  Holifield 


Multiplied  millions  of  people  around 
expression  and  enlightened  readin, 
tunate  than  the  fact  that  so  many  in 
for  a  little  bit  of  time  each  week  and  1 
ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
informed  about  the  program  and  mis 
local  happenings  so  dear  to  us  all.— W, 


SEARCY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1147 

E.  G.  Kaetsell  Sam  Auslam 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  do  not  see  how  any  Methodist  family  can  be  without  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
in  their  home.  To  me  it  seems  a  "must"  in  order  to  keep  abreast  with  the  program 
of  our  Conference  and  our  church. — E.  G.  Kaetzell 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


Robert  B.  Moore 

District  Superintendent 


Every  Methodist  home  in  the  Hope 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  Our  familil 
guide  available.  I  urge  our  people  to 
Moore 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


R.  B.  Moore 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 


Campaign  In  Local 
Church 


1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a  new 
subscription  or  renewal  for  your  church 
paper  during  the  week  of  Circulation 
Campaign. 

2.  Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  19th,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to  the 
office  of  publication  in  Little  Rock,  of  the 
results  of  the  Campaign. 


3.  Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be  re¬ 
ported  as  soon  as  complete. 


Watch  Reports  Of 
Campaign 


Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  January 
29th  for  a  full  report  by  Districts  and  by 
Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Circulation 
Campaign  as  received  the  week  of  January 
18th  through  January  24th. 


E.  D.  Galloway 

Dislrict  Superintendent 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  contmuel 
informed  and  strong  Methodism  in  H 
needed  in  every  Methodist  home  for  M 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 

District  Superintendent 


Kenneth  L. 
Spore 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  the  Wj 
Methodists  are  proud  of  it  and  support 
assistant.  January  11  to  18  is  a  most 
L.  Spore 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 


E.  Clifton  Rule 

District  Superintendent 

The  importance  of  the  ARKANSAS 
year  to  year.  There  ought  not  be  a  Me" 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  GIVES  ONE  WEEK  I 
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REA  UNITES  IN 


IRCULAT10N  CAMPAIGN 

.  .  .  With  Goal  Of  35,000  Subscribers! 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
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BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


[RENCE 

an  Quota  1126 

^ka  Savage 
ilricl  Director 

Every  Methodist  is  a  better 
ETH ODIST. — T.  T.  McNeal 


an  Quota  1891 

tiller 

trict  Director 

|prived  the  privilege  of  free 
ut  perhaps  not  more  unfor- 
door  on  themselves;  when, 
day,  they  could  through  the 
religious  literature  and  keep 
Church.  Yes,  and  even  the 


W.  Neill  Hart 


Bn  Quota  1202 

Sorrells 
trict  Director 

•subscribe  for  and  read  the 
•literature  and  every  spiritual 
|AS  METHODIST  — Robert  B. 


an  Quota  2734 

Hays 

fttrict  Director 

gnsable  publication  for  a  well 
|at  reason,  it  is  particularly 
rE  D.  Galloway 


|on  Quota  938 

White 

|iricl  Director 

Iks  kind,  anywhere.  Arkansas 
I  No  pastor  can  have  a  better 
lor  our  work  ahead. — Kenneth 


l°n  Quota  1314 

1  A-  Hale 
lirict  Director 

[Methodist  homes  grows  from 
Tut  it  in  1959  — E.  Clifton  Rule 


E.  D. 
Galloway 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


R.  R.  Branton 


James  T. 
Harris 


I 


Luman 

Douglas 


Subscription  Quota  1086 

J.  J.  Caraway 

District  Director 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent 

What  a  man  sees  determines  what  he  is.  Only  Methodists  who  see  the  total  program 
of  the  Church  can  become  the  finest  Methodists  and  make  the  best  possible  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  Informed  Methodists  are  better  Methodists  and  better 
Christians.  Read  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  to  keep  yourself  informed. 

— A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 


Subscription  Quota  2295 

M.  Dave  Felder 

District  Director 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

D.  W.  Poole 

District  Superintendent 

We  need  to  keep  informed  about  what  our  church  is  doing,  and  plans  to  do.  We  need 
inspiration.  We  need  desperately  to  pray  and  study  to  find  the  will  of  God  for  our 
lives.  We  believe  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  help  in  all  these  areas  and 
aid  each  of  us  individually  and  collectively  to  more  effectively  follow  and  more 
intimately  know  our  Christ. — D.  W.  Poole 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1101 

R.  R.  Branton  Kirby  Vining 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  long  since  made  a  place  of  usefulness  for  itself 
in  the  total  program  of  the  church,  and  is  now  an  established  institution  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  The  people  who  are  subscribers  know  its  value,  but  the  coming  campaign 
should  seek  not  only  renewal  of  subscription  from  those  who  are  loyal  supporters, 
but  also  the  enlistment  of  all  Methodist  families. — R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1287 

Sam  Nader  Kenneth  McDowell 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  "a  tie  that  binds”  all  Christian  hearts  in  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  other  kindred  places  in  continuing  fellowship,  acquired  and  inspired. 
Many  readers  will  tell  you  that  it  is  "a  voice  in  the  wilderness,”  at  this  time  when 
the  assertion,  “You  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free”  is  being 
everywhere  challenged.— Sam  Nader 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1626 

James  T.  Harris  L.  Gray  Wilson 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  continues  to  be  a  wonderful  source  of  information  and 
inspiration  for  our  church  people.  Surely  every  pastor  in  the  Monroe  District  will  do 
his  best  to  exceed  the  quota  of  subscriptions  for  his  charge. — James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1616 

Henry  A.  Rickey  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  most  effective  denominations  in  the  country  today  make  large  use  of  their 
Church  papers.  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  has  won  for  itself  a  place  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  We  should  subscribe  to  it;  read  it;  and  send  in  news  articles. 

— Henry  A.  Rickey 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1387 

Luman  Douglas  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  one  of  cur  best  publications.  The  reader  of  this 
paper  is  aware  of  the  news  of  Methodism  in  our  Conference  and  Area,  and  around 
the  world.  It  should  go  to  every  Methodist  home  in  Louisiana. — Luman  E.  Douglas 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  2598 

Jolly  B.  Harper  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  meets  a  need  which  cannot  be  met  in  any  other  way 
in  our  Church.  It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  all  of  the  families  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  will  have  it  coming  regularly. — Jolly  B.  Harper 


D.  W.  Poole 


Sam  Nader 


Henry  A. 
Rickey 


Jolly  B. 
Harper 


E.  Clifton  Rule 


The  Subscription 
Price  $2.00 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the  Edi¬ 
tor  to  send,  as  a  minimum,  one  subscription 
for  every  3  members  reported  to  the  last 
Annual  Conference  session,  the  price  is  $1.50 
per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications  in 
Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than  $2.00  and 
most  of  them  sell  for  more. 


The  Quota  And 
The  Goal 

The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge  or 
District,  new  subscribers,  plus  renewals,  plus 
subscriptions  not  due,  equal  one  subscription 
for  each  nine  active  members  in  the  Charge 
or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 


CHURCH  PAPERS  .  . .  JAN.  11  Through  JAN.  18, 1959 


YOUTH  PAGE — News  -  Promotion  -  Devotion 


Pictured  above  are  six  members  of  the  Frances  McLean  World  Friend- 
ship  Group  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia,  one  of  the  few 
existing  Friendship  Groups  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Bottom  row,  left  to  right:  Miss  Brenda  DeBuse,  Miss  Cynthia  Stock- 
and  Miss  Paula  Nolley.  Top  row,  left  to  right:  Miss  Cynthia  Case, 
Miss  Joan  Walters  and  Miss  Joy  Rita  Frick.  Not  pictured  is  Miss  Janet  Hall. 

The  group  was  organized  about  10  years  ago  with  Mrs.  Frances  Mc¬ 
Lean,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Charles  McLean,  acting  as  group  counselor.  Mrs. 
John  Morris,  Jr.,  was  assistant  counselor.  Most  of  the  original  group  of  girls 
are  now  wives  and  mothers. 

The  Frances  McLean  Friendship  Group  is  busy  this  year  with  such 
activities  as  gathering  clothing  for  Indian  families  at  Dulac,  Louisiana, 
decorating  the  Christmas  tree  for  the  children's  party  at  the  church,  making 
study,  "Concerns  of  North  American  Neighbors." 


Annual  Observance  of  Youth  Week 
To  be  Held  January  25-February  1 


New  York,  N.Y.  (NC)  —  Millions 
of  American  teen-agers  are  being 
challenged  to  use  their  influences 
for  good  on  behalf  of  the  Christian 
church  in  the  sixteenth  annual  ob¬ 
servance  of  Youth  Week  Jan.  25- 
Feb.  1. 

The  theme  this  year  will  empha¬ 
size  “churchmanship,”  the  response 
of  young  Christians  to  Christ 
through  participation  in  the  total 
life  of  the  church. 

“There  are  sixteen  million  Amer¬ 
icans  between  the  ages  of  13  and 
19,  with  an  annual  -  income  of 
around  $9,000,000,000,”  said  Stuart 
Langton,  Springfield,  Mass.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement,  sponsor  of  Youth  Week. 

“They  have  a  tremendous  poten¬ 
tial  for  good  and  we  intend  to  en¬ 
list  the  capacity- of  service  of  those 
we  reach,”  he  declared. 

Helping  young  people  to  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  and  purpose  cf 
the  church  is  the  purpose  of  Youth 
Week. 

The  1959  observance  also  marks 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  United  Christian 
Youth  Movement.  It  now  repre¬ 
sents  more  than  ten  million  Protes¬ 
tant  young  people  between  the  ages 
of  12  and  24.  UCYM  is  administer¬ 
ed  through  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  anniversary  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  in  more  than  1000  local  ob¬ 
servances.  Some  Christian  Youth 
Councils,  which  exist  in  almost  ev¬ 
ery  state,  have  more  than  a  25-year 
history  of  youth  activity. 

“The  churchmanship”  emphasis 
on  the  response  of  young  Christians 
to  Christ  and  church  includes  rec¬ 
ognition  of  responsibility  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  congregation,  the  denomination, 
the  interdenominational  fellowship, 
and  the  worldwide  church. 

“Churchmanship,”  says  the  Rev. 
Donald  O.  Newby,  director  of  the 


Department  of  Youth  Work  of  the 
National  Council  and  executive 
secretary  of  UCYM,  “involved  in¬ 
tegration  into  worship,  fellowship, 
study,  and  service  to  the  church. 

“Young  people  are  now  acting 
more  responsibly  and  are  more  in¬ 
volved  in  the  work  of  the  church,” 
he  stated.  “We  must  face  the  fact 
today  that  young  people  are  not 
just  the  ‘hope  of  the  future’  but  are 
an  important  factor  in  the  present. 

“If  the  church  is  wise,  it  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  involve  them  as  influen¬ 
tially  in  the  church  as  they  are  in 
today’s  culture.” 

Mr.  Newby  called  attention  to 
youth  influences  today.  “Their  taste 
in  music  dominates  the  airwaves,” 
he  said.  “They  reportedly  buy  70 
per  cent  of  all  records  and  can  make 
or  break  stars  in  the  entertainment 
field." 

The  significance  to  the  church  of 
the  potential  of  teen-agers  was 
pointed  out  in  a  research  report 
which  estimates  that  by  1965  there 
will  be  24,000,000  young  people  be¬ 
tween  13  and  19  with  an  annual 
purchasing  power  from  allowances 
and  earnings  of  over  $14,000,000,- 
000,  Mr.  Newby  said. 

In  terms  of  the  ability  of  young 
people  to  serve  the  church,  Mr. 
Newby  pointed  out  that  a  question¬ 
naire  directed  to  teen-agers  reveal¬ 
ed  that  while  three-fourths  of  them 
felt  that  the  church  “was  very  ef¬ 
fective  in  providing  opportunity  to 
contribute  financially  to  the  work 
of  the  world  church,”  only  one- 
third  indicated  that  the  church 
really  provided  “opportunities  to 
develop  and  share  talents.” 

“Youth  Week,”  Mr.  Newby  said, 
“is  an  opportunity  to  explore  in 
youth  groups  the  meaning  and  sig¬ 
nificance  of  ‘churchmanship.’ 

“This  Week  will  serve  as  a  means 
of  fostering  an  understanding  and 
knowledge  of  our  Christian  heritage 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Is  This  Call  Necessary? 

Seems  to  me  I  hear  more  parents 
talking  about  telephone  problems 
among  their  teen-aged  family  mem¬ 
bers  than  almost  any  other  similar 
problem.  Heard  about  one  mother 
who  got  fed  up  with  the  problems 
presented  by  the  interminable  con¬ 
versations  engaged  in  by  her 
daughter  and  the  current  “telephone 
steady”  boy-friend.  Good,  old  sub¬ 
tle  ma,  trying  to  treat  young,  frus¬ 
trating  daughter  as  an  adult,  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  resort  to  the  rantings  and 
ravings  which  made  only  a  slight 
impression  on  the  problem  and  no 
impression  on  the  daughter.  She 
passed  by  the  punishment  idea  of 
so  many  hours  staying  in  the  house 
for  minutes  in  excess  of  an  agreed- 
upon  time  limit  of  calls.  She  even 
resisted  the  temptation  to  pull  the 
cord  off  the  wall  knowing  that  this 
cutting  -  off  -  the  -  nose  -  to  -  spite- 
the-face  would  prevent  anyone’s 
use  of  the  telephone.  Neither  could 
she  see  the  added  expense  of  a  sepa¬ 
rate  number  and  line  for  daughter’s 
bedroom. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  she  simply 
put  up  a  neatly  lettered  card  above 
the  telephone  which,  appropos  of 
war-time  gasoline  rationing  motto, 
“Is  this  trip  necessary?”  said  simp¬ 
ly,  “Is,  this  call  necessary?”  It 
worked  for  awhile,  but  in  a  day  or 
so,  there  was  lettered  on  it  with 
less  neatness,  but  equally  telling 
frankness,  “How  can  I  tell  till  I’ve 
made  the  call?” 

Oh  me!  Is  there  no  answer  to  the 
problem?  Well,  certainly  not  if 
there  is  to  be  an  arbitrary  laying 
down  of  the  law — by  either  party. 
Teen-agers  on  occasion  have  been 
known  to  talk  reasonably  with 
their  parents.  Parents  have  been 
known  to  be  unexpectedly  lenient 
with  their  youngsters.  It  would 
seem  that  common  civilized  people 
could  sit  down  in  their  common 
household  and  discuss  the  common 
problem  of  their  common  use  of  the 
common  family  telephone!  Chances 
are  they  won’t  need  to  talk  very 
long  before  they  will  all  agree  that 
everyone  cannot  use  the  telephone 
at  the  same  time.  They  will  see 
that  in  each  person’s  situation 
there  are  some  telephonic  demands 
which  on  occasion  should  take 
priority.  This  could  mean  setting 
up  the  priorities.  For  instance,  if 
the  house  is  on  fire  the  first  claim 
on  the  telephone  would  be  a  call  to 
the  fire  department,  even  if  daugh¬ 
ter  was  engaged  in  a  simply  out-of- 
this-world  confab  with  some  dreamy 
young  drip!  But  anything  less  than 
that  would  need  to  be  catalogued 
as  to  priority. 

There  would  need  to  be  times 
during  the  day  when  the  telephone 
were  left  free  for  Father  to  call 
home  if  he  is  stranded  en  route 
home,  or  has  to  stay  late  at  the  of¬ 
fice.  There  could  be  times  when 
daughter  would  feel  free  to  carry 
on  a  conversation  with  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  b.f. — but  not  ad  naus¬ 
eam!  Could  there  not  be  an  agreed 
on  time  length,  which  could  be  ex¬ 
tended  by  another  call  if  no  one 

and  the  meaning  of  churchmanship 
within  that  heritage.  It  will  help 
also  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  ‘togeth¬ 
erness’  among  the  youth  of  the  var¬ 
ious  denominations  of  the  Christian 
world.” 


Westlake  Church 
Conducts  Youth 
Revival  Dec.  8-12 

A  Youth  Revival  was  held  at  the 
Westlake  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
cember  8-12,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day  nights. 

Rev.  James  Donaldson,  Director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Mc- 
Neese  College,  was  the  evangelist, 
and  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner,  of  the 
Wesley  Methodist  Church,  DeRid- 
der,  La.,  was  the  song  leader. 

A  period  of  recreation  and  fel¬ 
lowship  was  held  each  evening  be¬ 
fore  the  service,  in  the  newly  com 
pleted  Educational  Building. 

Rev.  Rex  Squyres  is  the  pastor  of 
the  Westlake  Church. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Monroe 

The  Monroe  District  M.Y.F.  held 
its  annual  rally  on  Dec.  12,  1958,  at 
Winnsboro,  La.  The  theme  was 
Youth  in  Christian  Witness  and 
there  were  about  125  young  people 
there.  The  James  Pomeroy  Sub¬ 
district  had  the  most  present  with 
42. 

After  a  sack  lunch  and  recrea¬ 
tion,  there  was  a  brief  business 
meeting  followed  by  the  singing  of 
Christmas  carols.  Next  a  very  in¬ 
spirational  message  was  brought  by 
the  special  speaker,  Rev.  Spencer 
Wren,  who  is  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
in  New  Orleans. 


Bunkie 

The  MYF  Sub-district  meeting 
was  held  in  Bunkie,  La.,  Monday 
evening,  December  15th,  at  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist 
Church.  The  invocation  was  given 
by  Rev.  Jimmie  J.  Caraway  and 
the  group  joined  in  singing  Christ¬ 
mas  carols  with  Sandra  Goodell 
playing  the  piano  accompaniments. 
John  Pierce  presided  over  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Janel  Blalock  gave  a  read¬ 
ing,  “The  Other  Wise  Man,”  after 
which  the  Evergreen  MYF  gave 
the  devotional  with  the  following 
taking  part:  Betty  Robson,  Janet 
Stuart,  Richard  Redmon  and  Mar¬ 
vin  Mathieu. 

Janel  Blalock,  president  of  the 
local  MYF,  was  presented  an  Hon¬ 
orary  Youth  Membership  in  the 
WSCS.  She  received  a  pin  and 
certificate  and  the  presentation  was 
made  by  the  president  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Lee. 

Following  the  Worship  Service  in 
the  Sanctuary,  the  group  went  to 
fellowship  hall,  which  was  decorat¬ 
ed  with  Christmas  greens  and  ber¬ 
ries  and  a  lighted  Christmas  tree. 
Gifts  were  exchanged  and  refresh¬ 
ments  of  sandwiches,  cookies  and 
candies  were  served  with  hot  choc¬ 
olate. 

About  80  members  and  their 
counselors  attended  from  the  Ever¬ 
green,  Chicot,  Ville  Platte,  Pine- 
ville  and  LeCompte  Churches. 

else  wanted  to  call  out,  and  a 
chance  was  given  for  incoming 
calls?  Particularly  if  there  is  a  sec¬ 
ond  daughter  and  a  son  or  two 
around  the  premises! 

Oh  well,  no  time  to  solve  your 
problems.  Got  to  talk  with  a 
daughter  of  my  own  who  is  on  the 
phone.  I  want  to  call  116  and  hear 
that  sultry-voiced  gal  give  me  the 
time  of  day.  That’s  a  real  priority, 
don’t  you  think? 
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Program  Committee  Plans  Annual  Meeting 


Pictured  above  are  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  Little  Rock  Conference  president; 
Mrs.  Don  Cameron,  Little  Rock  District  president;  Mrs.  M.  B.  McLeod, 
conference  secretary  of  literature  and  publications  and  chairman  of  pro¬ 
gram  committee  for  1959  annual  meeting;  and  standing,  Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cot¬ 
ton,  president  of  the  First  Church  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
Little  Rock;  as  they  met  with  the  Program  Committee  January  8  at  Little 
Rock. 

Other  members  of  the  committee  attending  were:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Verhoeff, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  spiritual  life;  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin,  missionary  education;  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie,  pro¬ 
motion;  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry,  recording  secretary. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  to  be  held  March  16,  17,  18  will  be  “This  Is  God’s 
World.” 


An  Invitation  to  the  Annual  Meeting 

On  behalf  of  the  Little  Rock  District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  and  the  local  Society  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  we  extend  to  each  of  you  a  very  special  invitation  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Society,  which  will  be  held 
in  Little  Rock  March  16,  17. 

We  know  that  the  Conference  officers  have  planned  a  good  meet¬ 
ing  for  you  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  here  to  share  in 
the  blessings  one  receives  from  such  meetings.  The  women  of  the 
Little  Rock  District  and  from  First  Methodist  Church  are  planning 
with  great  enthusiasm  for  your  visit.  Come  and  be  our  special  guests. 

Mrs.  Don  Cameron, 

President  of  the  Little  Rock  District 
Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton,  President  of  the 
Woman’s  Society,  First  Methodist  Church 


News  In  Brief 


I  Societies  Hold 
Christmas  Parties 

Denham  Springs 

■  The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Denham  Springs 
First  Methodist  Church  sponsored  a 
sharing  dinner  for  the  church  mem¬ 
bership  in  December  following  the 
study  of  the  Middle  East.  A  brief 
background  on  each  country  was 
given  with  the  aid  of  dolls  dressed 
in  authentic  native  costumes,  and 
a  film,  “A  Village  Reborn”,  was 
shown.  Some  20  members  of  the 
society  participated  in  the  study, 
which  was  led  by  Mrs.  D.  M.  Ben¬ 
ton,  Jr.,  secretary  of  missionary  ed¬ 
ucation.  Mrs.  James  Parker  is  presi¬ 
dent. 

Bald  Knob 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  Bald  Knob  enjoyed  a 
Christmas  luncheon  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Ed.  Williams  Wednesday,  De¬ 
cember  17.  Places  were  laid  for 
twelve  members  in  the  decorated 
dining  room  table. 

After  the  luncheon,  Mrs.  Maurice 
Lanier  read  a  Christmas  story.  The 
members  exchanged  gifts  and 
brought  gifts  for  shut-ins.  The  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Cothern  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  poinsettia.  _ 

*  »  •  •  • 

Belcher-Gilliam 

One  of  the  lovliest  and  gaiest 
Parties  of  the  Christmas  Season  was 
given  by  Mrs.  James  L.  Beasley, 
hostess  at  the  Belcher-Gilliam  Par¬ 
sonage.  Seasonal  decorations  were 
placed  throughout  the  home.  The 
Christmas  tree  was  in  the  family 
room. 

A  buffet  supper  was  served  to 
forty  three  ladies. 

The  Belcher  ladies  gave  gifts  to 
the  Gilliam  ladies  and  the  Gilliam 
ladies  gave  gifts  to  the  Belcher  la¬ 
dies.  Mrs.  Beasley  gave  each  lady 
a  gift-copy  of  “Prayer  Time”, 
“Precious  Promises  and  Bible  Treas¬ 
ures”  with  a  different  lady’s  name 
on  the  envelope,  then  in  turn  each 
lady  found  the  one  whose  name  was 
on  the  envelope,  and  wished  for  her 
the  “Merriest  Christmas  and  Happi¬ 
est  New  Year”. 

Then  came  a  game  of  “Concen¬ 
tration”,  with  Mrs.  Beasley  giving 
hints  describing  a  gift  that  had  been 
placed  throughout  the  home;  and 
the  first  right  answer  received  the 
gift.  The  gifts  were  a  hand-made 
decorated  white  organdy  kleenex 
holder,  a  candy  jar  with  candy,  a 
Christmas  ash  tray,  a  wall  planter, 
and  a  beautifully  dressed  doll. 

Mrs.  Beasley  announced  that  the 
Postman  had  just  arrived  with  a 
“Special  Delivery  Letter”  —  Mrs. 
Robley  Davis,  of  the  ‘Gilliam  Soci¬ 
ety,  read  the  Parsonage  Christmas 
Card,  which  was  written  by  Mrs. 
Beasley.  After  a  few  moments  of 
silence,  every  one  prepared  for 
leaving  by  saying,  “This  is  the  best 
Christmas  Party  of  all,  and  we  look 
forward  for  it  from  one  Christmas 
to  another.  Good  night,  and  may  the 
Good  Lord  bless  you  all.” 


The  project  of  the  Methodist 
Women’s  Club  of  Winnsboro,  giving 
Yuletide  boxes  to  the  needy  of  the 
vicinity,  snowballed  into  such  a  big 
job  that  outside  help  had  to  be 
called  in,  thus  proving  once  again 
that  “The  joy  of  brightening  others’ 
lives  with  generous  gifts  is  the  real 
magic  of  Christmas.”  These  ladies 
worked  together  diligently  and  pre¬ 
pared  and  distributed  large  boxes 
of  food,  clothing,  and  toys  to  25 
surprised  children. 

For  their  part,  the  Methodist  Club 
members  made  eight  sets  of  wood 
blocks,  twelve  bean  bags,  ten  strings 
of  vari-colored  spools,  four  puppets, 
six  dolls  with  full  sets  of  clothes, 
and  many  garments  for  the  chil¬ 


dren  themselves.  Next  year  this  task 
will  be  transferred  to  an  inter-de¬ 
nominational  civic  organization  to 
be  called  “Toys  for  Christmas  Club.” 
The  Methodist  women  will  partici¬ 
pate,  and  will  continue  to  meet 
monthly  at  the  church  to  continue 
their  task  of  local  church  activities. 

A  report  of  the  Third  National 
Conference  on  Family  Life  was 
given  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  January  5,  with 
Mrs.  George  Millar,  Jr.,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  in  charge.  Delegates  reporting 
were  Mrs.  W.  W.  McLendon,  As- 
bury  Methodist  Church;  Mrs.  F.  W. 
S'rygley,  Winfield  Methodist  Church; 
Mrs.  Joe  F.  Hudson,  Pulaski  Heights 
Methodist  Church;  and  Miss  Jo  Ann 
Newby,  Methodist  Information. 


Bald  Knob  Society 
Completes  Study 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Bald 
Knob  has  recently  completed  the 
first  approved  study,  “Understand¬ 
ing  Other  Cultures”  with  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Hunnicu.tt  as  teacher. 

The  Histomap  of  History,  charts, 
maps  and  posters  were  used.  Two 
dramatizations,  “We  Select  our 
mates  this  way,”  and  “When  the 
Foreigners  left”  were  presented,  and 
the  contradictions  of  “Everybody 
Knows”  added  interest. 

The  leader  gave  a  history  of  Bud¬ 
dhism,  using  charts  and  posters. 
Mrs.  Maurice  Lanier,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  led  a  discussion  of  Islam. 

At  the  last  session  the  study  was 
reviewed  with  a  game,  “Keep  Talk¬ 
ing”  in  which  all  participated. 

As  follow-up  action  each  one 
pledged  to  enlarge  their  mirrors  to 
include  all  the  peoples  of  the  world 
as  neighbors.  Jurisdiction  credit  was 
received. 

Bishop  Brashares 
Reports  From  Africa 

Monrovia  Liberia — T  h  e  Liberian 
people  are  awakening  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  freedom  Bishop  Charles 
W.  Brashares  reported  to  Illinois 
Methodists  today. 

The  Illinois  Methodist  leader  is 
on  a  two-months  tour  of  Africa  as 
a  representative  of  the  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops.  He  will  return 
Feb.  24  The  bishop  made  his  report 
in  a  letter  to  the  1,600  Methodist 
churches  in  the  state. 

“For  years  the  people  of  Liberia 
has  interpreted  freedom  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  nothing.”  The  coun¬ 
try  has  now  awakened  to  the  reali¬ 
zation  that  “freedom  must  be  well 
used  if  it  is  to  help  them,”  Bishop 
Brashares  writes. 

“Liberia  today  has  an  almost  per¬ 
fect  situation  in  which  to  forge 
ahead.  President  Tubman  is  the 
greatest  leader  in  that  whole  sec¬ 
tion  of  Africa.  He  has  no  narrow 
policy  of  Africa  for  the  Africans,” 
Bishop  Brashares  reports.  “Spanish 
people  can  build  hostels.  Italians 
build  machines;  Americans  and 
Swedish  people  amplify  the  iron 
mines,  and  Firestone  and  others  de¬ 
velop  rubber  trees  and  the  tire  fac¬ 
tory.  With  this  encouragement  the 
economy  fs  rising  fast.  The  govern¬ 
ment  encourages  churches,  schools, 
hospitals  in  a  very  real  way.  More 
roads  are  being  built  into  the  in¬ 
terior.” 

Since  President  Tubman  is  an  ac¬ 
tive  Methodist  layman.  Bishop  Bra¬ 
shares  presented  him  with  one  of 
the  symbols  of  Methodist  Men,  an 
international  organization  with  12,- 
263  local  units. 

Bishop  Brashares  was  scheduled 
to  leave  Leopoldville,  Belgian  Con¬ 
go  on  Thursday,  Jan.  1.  three  days 
before  fighting  broke  out  there.  The 
Rev.  Steuart  White,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Woodstock, 
Ill.,  and  missionary  secretary  for  the 
Rock  River  Conference,  asked  his 
people  to  offer  special  prayers  for 
the  bishop’s  safety  during  his  stay 
in  the  Belgian  Congo. 
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The  theme  for  the  annual  Christmas  Vesper  Service  at  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Church  in  New  Orleans  was  “ Christmas  Around  The  World."  The 
universality  of  the  Christian  message  was  proclaimed  in  the  singing  of  carols 
from  twelve  countries  of  the  world,  including  Japan,  the  Ukraine  and  Africa. 
The  five  choirs  of  the  church  led  the  congregation  in  the  service  of  candle- 
lighting  which  climaxed  the  Vesper  Hour,  each  person  lighting  his  candle 
from  the  center  Christ  candle,  gradually  dispelling  the  darkness  surrounding 
the  worshippers.  Dr.  Adrain  Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Dr.  George 
Pool  is  Minister  of  Music. 


Centenary s  Methodist  Student  Movement 
Offers  Help  to  Local  Churches 


A  program  of  music  was  given  at  the  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on  Monday,  December  22, 
at  7:00  p.m.,  by  the  Gilbert  Methodist  Church  choir,  of 
Gilbert.  The  program  was  entitled  “ The  Music  of  Christ- 


The  choir  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  presented  the 
Annual  Christmas  Cantata  Sunday  evening,  December  21st,  at  the  regular 
hour  of  worship.  Mrs.  John  Denison  capably  directed  the  choir.  Mr.  Ben 
Louis  Pugh,  Jr.,  operated  the  projector;  Mr.  Charles  Bore/  was  the  narrator; 
and  Mrs.  Ben  Pugh,  Sr.,  accompanied  the  choir  at  the  organ.  Miss  Francis 
Koonce  was  the  soloist  in  the  Cantata. 

Immediately  following  the  Cantata,  Mrs.  Ben  Pugh,  Sr.,  was  surprised 
with  a  gift  of  appreciation — two  crystal  candlestick  holders. .  It  was  present¬ 
ed  to  her  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Findley,  Jr.,  charge  lay  leader,  in  appreciation  for 
her  unselfish  service  to  the  church  as  organist.  She  began  to  play  the 
piano  for  church  worship  services  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  has  continued 
faithfully  as  organist  for  forty  years.  Whenever  a  need  for  an  organist 
arose,  for  funerals,  weddings,  or  for  the  regular  worship  services,  and  for 
the  many  special  services,  Mrs.  Pugh  has  been  present  to  fulfil  her  steward¬ 
ship  of  service  with  her  talents. 


- — - -  A  service  designed  to  serve  a  two- 

mas,"  by  Norman.  There  were  25  voices  in  the  choir,  fold  purpose  has  been  inaugurated 
directed  by  Mrs.  Roland  Fredrick,  accompanied  by  Diane  by  the  Methodist  Student  Move- 
McBride.  ment’s  council  at  Centenary  Col¬ 

lege  this  year. 


The  council  has  organized  two 
types  of  visiting  teams,  composed 
of  MSM  members,  willing  to  offer 
assistance  to  pastors  of  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Shreveport  district. 
The  Rev.  James  A.  McLean,  direc¬ 
tor  of  religious  activities  at  Cente¬ 
nary  and  faculty  sponsor  of  the 
MSM,  is  supervising  operation  of 
the  program. 

The  first  type  of  team  will  be  the 
“Deputation  Team”  and  will  be 
made  up  of  from  three  to  five  MSM 
members  who  have  expressed  a  de¬ 
sire  to  serve  local  churches  by  pre¬ 
senting  programs,  concerned  pri¬ 
marily  with  the  MSM,  its  operation 
and  its  purposes. 

The  second  type  of  team  will  be 
known  as  the  “Fellowship  Team” 
and  will  be  made  up  of  students 
who  are  qualified  to  assist  local 
churches  in  planning  and  executing 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  These  teams  will  func¬ 
tion  in  much  the  same  way  that  the 
“caravan  teams”  functioned  during 
the  summer  months. 

The  service  will  be  of  equal  bene¬ 
fit  to  students  wishing  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  meaningful  work  in 
church  programs  while  at  the  same 
time  serving  the  needs  of  pastors 
for  outside  assistance.  Pastors  wish¬ 
ing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  are  asked  to  contact  the  Rev. 
Mr.  McLean,  Box  195,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  La.,  at  least 
two  weeks  in  advance  of  the  team’s 
appearance  at  the  church.  Whenever 
possible,  the  faculty  sponsor  will 
accompany  the  team  to  the  church. 


K  .A-JSliVk* 


The  Christmas  Luncheon  of  the  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  and  wives  of  the  New  Orleans  District  was  held  on 
December  11  in  the  Munholland  Memorial  Church. 


Pictured,  I.  to  r.,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Barksdale,  Rev.  and 
Airs.  Clyde  Frazier,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Rickey,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Art  Baker,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Harris. 


Laymen  Conduct 
Services  at 
Deerford  Church 

Under  the  leadership  of  Deer- 
ford’s  chairman  of  the  Commissions 
on  Missions,  Mrs.  Roland  Phebus, 
the  laymen  of  Deerford  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  District,  took 
complete  charge  of  the  Sunday 
night  worship  services  for  eight 
weeks  straight,  beginning  with  the 
First  Sunday  of  October  and  run¬ 
ning  until  Sunday  night  before 
Thanksgiving. 

Children,  Young  People,  Adults, 
all  helped  and  took  active  parts  in 
the  Church-wide  study  of  Missions: 
“Christian  Concerns  of  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Neighbors,”  including  a  broad 
missions  study  of  many  countries 
and  peoples,  religions  and  cultures. 

This  study  involved  nearly  all  of 
the  active  membership  of  the  church 
as  participants,  and  was  supported 
in  a  valuable  way  by  the  unique 
art  work  of  Mrs.  Phebus  who  spent 
hundreds  of  hours  in  organizing  and 
preparing  for  this  series  of  services. 

On  the  closing  night,  a  church 
supper  was  held.  Three  L.S.U.  stu¬ 
dents  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Ann  Fox  held 
a  panel  discussion  which  was  so  well 
received  that  people  lingered  long 
after  closing  time  for  fellowship 
and  further  insights. 

This  affair  is  held  annually  at 
Deerford  Church,  but  normally 
along  about  February  and  on  a 
much  smaller  scale.  The  time  was 
advanced  to  October  in  this  case 
and  extended  through  eight  weeks 
in  order  to  give  their  pastor,  Rev. 
George  Horne,  eight  weeks  longer 
to  recover  from  a  severe  heart  at¬ 
tack  sustained  on  August  15th.  This 
splendid  program,  so  worthwhile,  so 
well  attended,  so  extensively  par¬ 
ticipated  in,  and  done  with  such 
consideration  for  their  pastor. 


Metairie  Methodist  Men 
Hold  Charter  Night  Dinner 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Metairie  Methodist  Church  received 
its  charter  from  Howard  Daughen- 
baugh,  Sr.,  District  Lay  Leader  of 
The  New  Orleans  District  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  a  supper  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  church  Friday  night,  De¬ 
cember  19.  D.  D.  Lyman,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  program  chairman,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  charter  in  the  absence 
of  James  G.  Brown,  president. 

The  program  for  the  evening  was 
brought  by  Rev.  Howard  Daughen- 
baugh,  Jr.,  New  Orleans  Director  of 
the  Wesleyan  Foundation  at  Tulane 
Newcome,  who  spoke  on  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Christmas. 


A  Diversified  Program 

Bossier  City  Churches  Combine  to 
Campaign  for  an  Alcohol-less  Christmas 


“The  Methodist  Church  has  long 
been  noted  for  diligent  and  effective 
work  in  the  field  of  temperance. 
In  this  endeavor,  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  Barksdale  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Bossier  City  put  forth 
separate  but  coordinated  efforts  in 
a  “Christmas  Without  Alcohol”  cam¬ 
paign. 

In  each  church  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  direct  the  activities  of 
the  campaign  in  its  church,  and  to 
co-ordinate  with  the  committee  of 
the  other  church. 

Barksdale  Methodist  Church  used 
a  talent  with  which  it  is  particular¬ 
ly  blessed  —  Outstanding  artistic 
ability  of  the  pastor  and  several 
members. 

A  large  lighted  sign  carrying  the 
theme  of  the  campaign  was  made 
by  the  pastor  and  placed  on  the 
church  lawn.  The  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  under  the  direction  of 
Walter  Fortuna,  made  posters  which 
were  placed  in  Bossier  City  business 
establishments.  The  MYF  members 
reported  that  most  of  the  business¬ 
men  were  very  co-operative.  Only 
a  very  few  showed  unwillingness  or 
hostility.  The  MYF  group  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  also  made 
posters.  They,  too,  reported  excel¬ 
lent  co-operation  from  the  business¬ 
men,  with  one  exception,  one  busi¬ 
nessman  did  not  care  to  have  a  pos¬ 
ter  in  his  window. 

Both  churches  had  speakers  from 
the  Alcoholics-  Anonymous  organi¬ 
zation  as  guest  speakers  at  the  MYF 
Sunday  Services.  At  the  7:00  eve¬ 
ning  service,  Mrs.  Ruby  Cockran 
spoke  on  the  topic  of  her  trip 
“Around  The  World  in  79  Days”. 
A  diversified  program  for  every 
service  is  proving  to  be  a  real  asset 
to  the  Barksdale  Methodist  Church. 

The  MYF  groups  of  both  churches 
sold  auto  bumper  strips  carrying  a 


“Keep  Christ  in  Christmas”  theme. 


The  committees  of  both  churches 
and  other  interested  persons  are 
well  pleased  with  the  campaign. 
The  results  of  the  campaign  have 
already  afforded  inspiration  for  a 
much  larger  campaign  next  year. 
It  is  hoped  that  many  churches  of 
other  denominations  will  join  next 
year  in  a  concentrated  campaign  to 
keep  alcohol  out  of — and  Christ  in — 
CHRISTMAS. 


^arksbale 
JHethobist  (laurel) 

My  House  Shall  Be  Culled  HI  House  of  Prayer 

y  \j  CLUNG,  Pastor  •  Phone  36870 or 55035 


„  let’s  make  this  a 
Christmas  'U^u'  Alcohol 
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Fishers  of  Men 
In  Mozambique 

By  Dorothy  G.  Anderson 
Inhambane,  Mozambique,  Africa 


DOROTHY  G.  ANDERSON 

' 7  E’RE  reading  in  John, 

\\  /  Chapter  3,  Mamani  Isa- 

VV  bel.” 

The  young  woman  with 
the  baby  tied  snugly  to  her  back 
seated  herself  at  the  table  and 
opened  the  Bible.  When  her  turn 
came,  she  read  three  verses  in  a 
voice  slightly  shaky,  but  without  a 
single  error,  and  the  other  women 
murmured  delighted  approval. 

They  all  knew  that  several 
months  earlier  she  had  come  to  the 
reading  class  for  the  first  time,  and 
had  since  read  in  rapid  succession 
the  first  three  readers — a  speller,  a 
book  on  Jesus’  life,  and  one  on 
family  life.  Today,  after  being 
tested  on  her  last  book,  she  had 
come  into  the  big  class  and  had 
passed  her  first  test  with  flying 
colors. 

In  a  wray,  Mamani  Isabel  was 
luckier  than  some  women.  Her  hus¬ 
band  had  encouraged  her  to  learn. 
Opposition  from  husbands  or  the 
laughter  of  their  families  stops 
many  short  of  their  goal.  Gardens, 
sickness,  guests,  the  daily  work,  all 
take  precious  hours  in  a  country 
where  the  work  of  the  household 
is  a  full-time  job  for  several  people. 
Still,  the  women  come,  several  new 
ones  every  week.  They  leave  their 
water  pots  in  line  at  the  well  and 
come  to  study.  Sometimes,  one 
will  ask  to  be  excused  for  a  few 
minutes  to  go  to  the  beach  to  buy 
fresh  fish  for  supper.  And,  of 
course,  the  babies  are  there.  The 
women  come  not  only  to  study,  but 
to  sew. 

Classes  for  women  are  just  one 
part  of  the  program  of  the  Chicuque 
Christian  Social  Center,  located,  not 
in  a  city,  but  on  a  hill  overlooking 
the  Inhambane  Bay,  several  miles 
from  the  nearest  town.  But  this 
coastal  strip  can  scarcely  be  called 
rural.  The  local  government  ad¬ 
ministrator  says  the  population  is 
one  of  Africa’s  densest,  outside  ur¬ 
ban  areas.  What  brings  so  many 
to  the  shores  of  the  bay?  The  wat¬ 
ers  of  the  bay  contain  a  wealth  of 
fish  and  other  marine  life.  The  city 
across  the  bay  offers  much  employ¬ 
ment.  Groves  of  coconut  palms, 
which  thrive  along  the  coast,  pro¬ 
vide  a  good  income  for  their  own¬ 
ers.  Some  artisans  —  carpenters, 
tailors,  tinkers — have  shops  at  home. 
Just  as  a  net  thrown  into  the  bay 
may  be  pulled  in  heavy  with  fish, 
so  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel  shows 
what  opportunities  there  are  for 
those  who  would  be  fishers  of  men. 

The  home  of  the  Center  for  these 
first  few  years  has  been  very  mod¬ 
est,  but  very  cool  and  attractive — 
a  long,  native-style  building  with  a 
cement  floor  and  woven  palm-leaf 
roof.  Inside  are  a  large  assembly 
room,  a  lounge  with  a  small  library 


of  books  and  magazines  in  Portu¬ 
guese  and  a  record  player,  an  of¬ 
fice,  and  a  small  kitchen. 

Nursery  school  children  come  one 
day  a  week  (and  wish  it  were  five) 
to  play.  They  pound  leaves  in 
miniature  mortars,  “cook”  in  tiny 
clay  pots,  and  “iron”  clothes  for 
their  gourd  dolls  with  small  wood¬ 
en  “irons"  shaped  just  like  the 
charcoal  ones  their  mothers  use. 
The  boys  “drive”  cars  made  of 
boxes  and  spools,  toss  “bean”  bags 
filled  with  acacia  seeds,  and  build 
houses  with  blocks  of  all  sizes. 
While  they  learn  to  play,  their  su¬ 
pervisors  —  teen-aged  Bible  school 
students  —  learn  to  teach.  These 
students  will  be  able  to  start  such 
schools  when  they  return  to  their 
home  villages. 

Young  people  are  active  in  all 
the  church  groups  and  fill  the  Cen¬ 
ter  and  the  church  with  their  en¬ 
thusiasm.  Classes  in  the  Bible 
School  which  is  attended  by  all 
young  people  who  are  taking  higher 
elementary  studies  in  the  Portu¬ 
guese  School,  include  Old  and  New 
Testament,  Christian  heroes,  church 
history,  and  various  aspects  of 
Christian  life,  leadership,  and  fam¬ 
ily  living. 

The  “Estrelas”  (Stars)  for  both 
boys  and  girls  from  6  to  12  years 
(similar  to  Brownies  and  Cubs), 
meet  once  a  week  for  study,  dramas, 
handwork,  and  games.  The  “Patrul- 
has”  (similar  to  Scouts),  also  for 
boys  and  girls,  have  their  weekly 
day  and  place,  and  are  led  by  their 
own  “chiefs”  and  assistants.  One 
of  the  most  exciting  times  of  the 
year  for  each  group  is  the  week- 
long  camp,  held  at  a  site  owned  by 
a  church  member,  right  on  the 
beach.  The  boys  build  the  pole  and 


palm-thatch  houses;  the  girls  pound 
the  dirt  floors  hard  and  smooth,  and 
each  group  has  a  memorable  week 
of  study,  worship,  work,  and  fel¬ 
lowship.  Pioneer  camping  is  the 
only  kind  these  Scouts  know. 

For  older  youth  the  “Mocidade” 
(M.Y.F.)  welcomes  boys  and  girls 
together,  and  their  Sunday  meet¬ 
ings  include  the  general  areas  of 
Bible  study,  personal  devotions, 
Christian  service,  and  recreation. 
Projects  for  the  church,  visiting 
other  Mocidade  groups,  and  meet¬ 
ing  in  prayer  cells  are  regular  parts 
of  their  program. 

Those  just  married  and  couples 
with  young  children  take  part  in 
the  Young  Family  Club,  and  the 
monthly  programs  include  such 
“how-to’s”  as  teaching  their  chil¬ 
dren  Christian  ideals,  using  better 
and  more  hygienic  practices  in  their 
homes,  budgeting  time  and  money, 
and  learning  of  Christian  family 
life  in  other  countries.  Favorite  ac¬ 
tivities  include  pot-luck  suppers,  a 
choir,  and  dramatics.  In  a  series 
of  dramas  on  family  life,  the  talent 
they  uncovered  was  amazing! 

The  Christian  Center  can  never 
be  considered  apart  from  the  church 
at  Chicuque.  The  growth  of  the 
Christian  community  is  a  united 
growth,  with  the  church  at  the  cen¬ 
ter.  It  is  no  accident  that  in  the 
new  building  program  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  gifts  from  the  Week  of  Dedi¬ 
cation,  the  remodeling  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  church  was  the  first  job, 
with  the  building  of  a  new  Center 
to  come  afterwards.  Truly,  there 
are  many  who  have  heard  Jesus’ 
call,  and  are  today  fishers — not  for 
that  which  exists  in  the  waters  of 
the  bay,  but  for  those  who  dwell 
along  its  crowded  shore. 


Pai  Chai  High 
School  Opens 
New  Building 

Standing  on  the  site  of  a  building 
where  in  1894  he  first  attended  a 
modern  school,  Korean  President 
Syngman  Rhee  recently  cut  a  tape 
to  open  a  new  building  at  Seoul’s 
Pai  Chai  Boys  High  School,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  institution. 

The  building  bears  the  name 
Woonam  Hall,  Woonam  being  the 
pen  name  of  President  Rhee.  It  was 
dedicated  by  the  President  in  the 
presence  of  the  United  States  Am¬ 
bassador  to  Korea,  Korean  Govern¬ 
ment  officials,  and  educational  and 
religious  leaders.  Built  through 
funds  raised  in  Korea,  Woonam 
Hall  is  a  three-story  building  with 
ten  classrooms  and  a  conference 
room. 

Pai  Chai  Boys  High  School,  which 
now  has  a  student  body  of  more 
than  2,000  is  the  oldest  high  school 
in  Korea.  It  was  founded  in  1886 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  G.  Appen- 
zeller,  pioneer  Pennsylvania  mis¬ 
sionary  who  has  been  called  the 
“father  of  Korean  Methodism.” 

It  was  to  Pai  Chai  that  President 
Rhee  went  as  a  boy  in  his  teens  to 
learn  English.  While  there,  he  pub¬ 
lished  a  newspaper  calling  for  Ko¬ 
rea’s  independence  from  foreign 
control.  For  this  he  spent  some  time 
in  jail  as  a  political  prisoner. 

A  Methodist  layman  and  local 
preacher,  President  Rhee  said  it  was 
at  Pai  Chai  that  he  first  learned  the 
teachings  of  God  and  there  that  he 
became  convinced  he  should,  if 
necessary,  “sacrifice  my  life  for  my 
country  and  brethren.”  He  spoke  to 
several  thousand  persons  at  the 
dedication  ceremony. 

Woonam  Hall  is  only  one  part  of 
a  development  program  underway 
at  Pai  Chai.  Another  major  phase  is 
a  new  science  building. 

Yong  Ha  Chang,  Pai  Chai  princi¬ 
pal,  estimates  that  more  than  $100,- 
000  will  be  needed  for  the  science 
building  and  its  equipment.  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  are  being  asked  to 
provide  $50,000  through  Advance 
Specials.  The  remaining  $50,000  will 
be  sought  from  alumni,  business 
firms  and  other  sponsors  in  Korea. 

“Pai  Chai  must  have  new  educa¬ 
tional  facilities  if  it  is  to  maintain 
its  prestige  amidst  heavy  competi¬ 
tion,”  says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thoburn  T. 
Brumbaugh,  executive  secretary  for 
Korea  of  the  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions,  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 
“In  a  day  when  scientific  training 
and  especially  an  emphasis  on  spiri¬ 
tual  and  moral  responsibility  in 
science  and  technology  are  para¬ 
mount  in  the  education  of  Korea  s 
youth,  Pai  Chai  must  have  a  new 
and  well-equipped  science  build¬ 
ing.” 

Interested  churches,  church 
groups  and  individuals  may  obtain 
more  information  about  Pai  Chai’s 
needs  by  writing  to  the  Advance 
Department,  150  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York  11,  N.  Y. 


Girls  studying  under  cashew  tree,  Mozambique 
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OBITUARY 


MARY  CHAPMAN  KENT 


‘‘If  I  could  be  remembered  for 
one  thing  in  life,  I  would  like  to  be 
remembered  for  showing  pictures 
to  children,  for  one  picture  is  worth 
a  thousand  words,”  thus  spoke 
Mary  Chapman  Kent  in  April  of 
this  year  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Gilliam  Methodist  Church  of  Gil¬ 
liam,  Louisiana. 

This  worthy  ambition  has  been 
realized  as  she  showed  scores  of 
I  pictures  to  children,  youth,  and 
I  adults  as  well.  These  have  been 
paintings,  photographs,  slides  of 
I  places  at  home  and  abroad,  pictures 
I  depicting  Biblical  times,  historical 
I  events,  and  geographical  scenes. 

But  above  all  has  been  the  portrait 
I  of  a  beautiful  Christian  life. 

In  her  home  and  church,  this  suc- 
I  cessful  teacher  was  trained  ‘in  the 
I  way  she  should  go’  by  her  Godly 
I  parents.  Lucy  Parsons  Douglas  and 
I  Reuben  Thom  Douglas  of  Gilliam, 
Louisiana.  After  grammar  school 
I  in  Gilliam  and  one  year  of  high 
I  school  at  Belcher,  she  entered 
Mansfield  Female  College,  gradu- 
I  ating  in  1922.  For  the  next  seven 
I  years  she  was  a  popular  teacher  in 
the  grade  schools  of  Ida,  Minden, 
Gilliam,  and  Shreveport. 

In  1930  she  laid  aside  the  role  of 
teacher  to  become  the  bride  of 
I  James  P.  Kent  of  Minden,  Louisi- 
I  ana.  We  catch  only  a  glimpse  of 
I  the  radiantly  happy  wife  because 
the  picture  is  blurred  by  the  sudden 
I  and  untimely  death -of  her  husband 
I  six  years  later.  From  then  on  she 
I  devoted  her  life  to  furthering  her 
I  education,  to  teaching,  and  above 
I  all  to  the  care  of  her  young  son 


ANNOUNCING 


DIRECT  FROM  FACTORY  TO  YOU 
WRITE  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE 


AMBASSADOR 

CRour 


NOW...A  BUDGET 
PRICED  PEW 


Reuben  Kent  —  and  later  to  her 
parents.  She  received  her  BS  de¬ 
gree  from  Centenary  College,  and 
her  MS  from  George  Peabody  Col¬ 
lege  for  Teachers. 

In  the  background  of  her  life  wc 
see  thorough  preparation  plus  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  her  task — whether  as 
wife,  mother,  teacher,  or  friend. 
Casting  a  glow  over  all  has  been 
her  devotion  to  her  Lord  as  ex¬ 
pressed  by  her  faithful  service  to 
His  Church. 

In  the  two  periods  of  her  life  in 
Minden  she  was  very  active  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church.  Prior  to 
her  marriage  she  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  Brown  Shield 
Sunday  School  Class.  This  class 
for  young  business  women  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  one  of  the  most  active  in 
the  church — one  she  always  attend¬ 
ed  when  there. 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage,  the 
Minden  Methodist  Church  was 
being  organized  under  the  three  di¬ 
vision  plan,  and  she  volunteered  to 
be  the  first  superintendent  of  the 
Children’s  Division.  This  office  she 
held  as  long  as  she  lived  there.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  she  was  also  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation.  It  was  in  1931,  with  the 
able  assistance  of  the  Reverend 
Henry  Rickey,  that  she  planned  and 
conducted  the  first  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  of  the  church. 

Two  years  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  and  her  return  to  her 
parental  home,  she  began  to  teach 
children  in  the  Gilliam  Methodist 
Church,  and  taught  without  inter¬ 
ruption  until  October,  1957  when 
she  entered  the  larger  field  of  serv¬ 
ice  as  General  Superintendent  of 
the  Church  School. 

When  the  Methodist  Church 
adopted  the  commission  plan  of  or¬ 
ganization  in  1952  she  became 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Education.  In  this  capacity  she 
was  instrumental  in  holding  an  an¬ 
nual  training  school  for  church 
workers.  These  have  been  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Belcher  and 
Hosston  churches. 

Another  ambition  of  hers  has 
been  that  children  and  adults 
glimpse  a  vision,  and  catch  the  in¬ 
spiration,  of  the  over-all  program 
of  the  church.  One  step  in  ac¬ 
complishing  this  has  been  to  stress 
the  attendance  at  every  church 
camp-whcther  for  children,  youth, 
adults,  or  special  groups — and  every 
district  and  state  conference.  She 
herself  took  advantage  of  every 
one  within  the  scope  of  her  busy 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  annual  call  to  “prayer  for* 
Christian  unity”  has  been  made  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Faith  and  Order  Commission.  The 
appeal  asks  the  world’s  Christians 
to  join  during  the  week  of  January 
18-25,  1959  in  prayers  that  the 

“tragic  division  among  the  churches 
may  be  healed.”  “The  world  is  con¬ 
fronted  by  the  unfortunate  specta¬ 
cle  of  the  most  widely  held  period 
of  prayer  for  Christian  unity  being 
observed  by  groups  with  apparently 
contradictory  purposes  and  aims,” 
says  the  call.  It  asks  for  “realistic 
recognition”  of  these  divisions  and 
declares:  “If  our  true  prayer  avoid¬ 
ed  or  ignored  the  reality  of  our 
tragic  condition,  it  would  not  be 
true  prayer.”  Suggested  forms  of 
prayer  for  the  seven  days  will  be 
used  in  more  than  60  countries.  Dr. 
Douglas  Horton,  dean  of  Harvard 
Divinity  School,  is  chairman  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission. 


The  Alaska  Methodist  University 
at  Anchorage  now  has  its  second 
full-time  staff  member,  an  academ¬ 
ic  dean.  He  is  Dr.  Herbert  L.  Hel¬ 
ler,  associate  professor  of  education 
at  DePauw  University,  Greencastle, 
Ind.  Dr.  Heller’s  appointment  has 
been  announced  by  Dr.  Donald  F. 


life. 

Words  can  merely  depict  the 
framework  of  her  wonderful  life. 
The  beauty  of  her  devotion  for  her 
family,  the  loveliness  of  her  wisdom 
and  gentleness  with  children,  the 
sincerity  of  her  loyalty  to  her 
friends,  and  the  glory  of  her  love 
for  Christ  and  His  Church,  remain 
to  be  revealed  where  “I  shall  know 
even  as  also  I  am  known.” 

She  entered  the  Land  of  the 
Blessed  on  July  25,  1958  —  three 
months  and  one  day  after  being  in¬ 
jured  in  an  automobile  accident 
while  on  her  way  to  attend  extra¬ 
curricular  activities  of  her  school 
in  Vivian. 

On  Sunday,  December  21,  organ 
chimes  in  her  home  church  were 
dedicated  as  a  fitting  memorial  to 
her.  These  were  presented  by  her 
friends  and  son. 

The  eternal  memorial  to  Mary 
Chapman  Kent  is  the  picture  of 
her  beautiful  Christian  character 
that  has  been  engraved  upon  the 
lives  of  all  who  knew  her. 


Ebright,  Alaska  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  president.  The  new  dean  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  begin  his  duties  in  June, 
1959,  when  he  will  move  to  Alaska. 
Dr.  Heller  will  have  charge  of  the 
academic  development  of  the  uni¬ 
versity,  including  planning  of  cur¬ 
riculum  and  setting  scholastic  stan¬ 
dards.  The  Alaska  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  is  being  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  Methodist 
churches  across  the  country  have 
contributed  more  than  $1,000,000  to 
the  founding  of  the  school,  which 
will  be  the  first  four-year,  church- 
related  liberal  arts  university  in 
Alaska. 


Miss  Mildred  Anne  Paine,  of  Al¬ 
bion,  N.Y.,  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  cited 
by  Welfare  Minister  Ryogo  Hashi- 
moto,  of  Japan,  for  “devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  children  and  youth.”  In 
1928  Miss  Paine  was  assigned  to  re¬ 
build  the  social  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  an  underprivileged 
section  of  east  Tokyo  following  a 
severe  earthquake.  Starting  “from 
scratch”  and  working  with  a  Japan¬ 
ese  staff,  Miss  Paine  established  Ai 
Kei  Gakuin,  a  social  center  which 
over  the  years  has  become  one  of 
the  best  known  in  Japan.  Much  re¬ 
lief  work  was  done  through  the  cen¬ 
ter  after  World  War  II.  In  1951,  a 
seaside  camp  was  opened,  making  it 
possible  for  children  and  young  peo¬ 
ple  to  leave  the  city  in  the  summer 
for  inspiration  and  recreation.  The 
latest  additions  to  the  Ai  Kei  Gaku¬ 
in  program  were  in  1955,  a  child 
guidance  clinic  and  a  course  in  adult 
education.  The  first  Protestant 
church  in  the  area  also  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  1955.  Born  in  Barre,  N.Y., 
Miss  Paine  attended  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1919  with  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  psychology  and  so¬ 
ciology.  In  1920  she  sailed  for 
Japan  and  served  for  five  years  in 
Kagoshima. 
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Methodists  of  the  New  Orleans  District  who  are  interested  in  drama 
as  a  means  of  communicating  the  Gospel  will  be  interested  in  the  appearance 
of  The  Bishop's  Players  at  Rayne  Memorial  on  the  night  of  January  15th. 

The  Bishop's  Players  are  a  professional  group  of  Hollywood  actors  de¬ 
voted  to  the  cause  of  religious  drama  in  the  church.  They  were  named  after 
their  first  sponsor.  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy.  They  appeared  as  a  part  of 
Visitors'  Night  at  the  Evanston  meeting  of  The  World  Council  of  Churches, 
and  are  now  on  their  fourth  nation-wide  tour.  The  play  they  are  giving  at 
Rayne  Memorial  is  Stephen  Benet's  THE  DEVIL  AND  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
The  theme  is  taken  from  a  folk  story  of  how  a  New  England  farmer  had 
sold  his  soul  to  the  devil  for  material  prosperity  and  how  Daniel  Webster 
tried  to  save  him  with  his  lawyer's  skill.  Old  Scratch  summons  a  jury  from 
the  dead  and  to  his  surprise  Webster  finds  himself  pleading  for  his  own  life. 

Pictured  here  are  Hal  Bokar,  supervising  director,  and  Tony  Quartilho, 
production  manager  of  The  Bishop's  Players. 

The  play  takes  place  on  January  15th  in  the  sanctuary  of  Rayne 
Memorial  at  7:30  p.m. 


Trust  Fund  Established  at  Centenary 
By  Widow  of  Late  Physies  Dept.  Head 


New  Orleans  Class  Has 
Christmas  Party  and  Makes 
Plans  for  the  New  Year 


work  as  a  group  in  the  new  year 
and  build  itself  to  as  fine  a  church 
school  group  as  possible. 


Mrs.  Cornelius  D.  Keen  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  D. 
Keen,  has  established  a  trust  fund 
at  Centenary  College  with  an  ini¬ 
tial  g;ft  of  $10,000. 

The  fund,  to  be  known  as  "The 
Cornelius  D.  Keen  and  Florence 
Gillard  Keen  Trust  Fund,”  will  be 
invested  and  the  income  used  to 
promote  interest  in  natural  science, 
with  emphasis  on  physics  and  chem¬ 
istry.  The  late  Dr.  Keen  at  one  time 
served  as  head  of  the  physics  de¬ 
partment  at  Centenary. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  who  represent¬ 
ed  the  college  in  the  transaction, 
said  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Shreveport,  represented  by  its  duly 
authorized  vice  president  and  trust 
officer,  H.  K.  Phelps,  Jr.,  was  named 
trustee.  The  agreement  stipulates 
that,  in  determining  use  of  the  in¬ 
come,  the  trustee  shall  advise  with 
the  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees  or 
the  duly  authorized  agent  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  board,  and  a  mutual 
determination  shall  be  made  as  to 
the  use  of  the  income  according  to 
the  provisions  set  forth. 

Terms  of  the  trust  stipulate  that 
the  income  may  be  used  for  the  en¬ 
dowment  of  a  chair  or  professor¬ 
ship  and  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  the  professor  holding  it.  It  may 
also  be  used  for  research  purposes 
in  the  fields  of  chemistry  or  physics. 


If  the  chair  is  established,  it  shall 
be  known  as  the  “Cornelius  D.  Keen 
and  Florence  Gillard  Keen  Chair  of 
Physics.” 

If  the  income  is  not  needed,  or  if 
there  is  excessive  income  for  such 
purposes  at  Centenary  College,  the 
income  then  may  be  utilized  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  books  or 
equipment  for  the  study  of  natural 
science.  If,  for  any  reason  during 
the  term  of  the  trust,  there  is  any 
imperative  need  for  the  income  for 
purposes  other  than  those  listed, 
then  the  income  may  be  used  for 
such  purposes,  again  with  the  limi¬ 
tation  that  it  be  used  in  the  field 
of  natural  science. 

Prior  to  his  death  last  sprirjg,  Dr 
Keen  was  a  long-time  friend  of 
Centenary  College.  He  and  Mrs 
Keen  contributed  generously  to  the 
college  over  the  years,  both  by  out¬ 
right  gifts  and  by  the  contribution 
of  scholarship  aid  and  equipment 
for  the  natural  science  department. 

Dr.  Keen  served  as  head  of  the 
physics  department  during  the  aca¬ 
demic  year  of  1943-44  and,  from 
1938  until  1948,  he  served  variously 
as  acting  professor  of  physics  and 
astronomy  and  lecturer  in  physics 
and  engineering.  He  frequently  was 
called  upon  as  a  consultant  or  to 
assist  in  research  projects  at  Cente¬ 
nary. 

Dr.  Mickle  expressed  the  thanks 
of  the  college  to  Mrs.  Keen  for 
establishing  the  trust  fund. 


•_  The  Adult  Fellowship  Class  of 
Elysian  Fields  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  held  its  Christmas  party  on 
Saturday  night  recently.  All  ar¬ 
rangements  were  handled  by  the 
Glen  Youngs  and  O.  D.  Links. 

Each  couple  brought  a  covered 
dish  featuring  a  favorite  recipe  and 
a  fine  meal  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

Special  guests  of  the  class  were 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Christie. 
Mrs.  Christie,  also,  played  the  piano 
for  a  game  and  carol  singing  that 
was  part  of  the  evening  program. 

Officers  for  the  coming  six  months 
were  chosen.  Re-elected  as  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president  were  John 
F.  Reeks,  Jr.,  and  Charles  Byers. 
Mrs.  Julianne  Hawkins  is  the  new 
secretary  and  Mrs.  Joy  Link  the 
new  treasurer. 

The  class  gave  a  gift  of  appreci¬ 
ation  to  the  class  teacher,  Mr.  C. 
Fred  Donaldson.  The  class  supplied 
Christmas  needs  for  a  poor  family, 
including  a  decorated  tree  and  gifts 
in  several  age  groups.  The  class  has 
been  active  in  social  work  for  the 
past  few  months  and  will  continue 
on  its  program  this  coming  year  in 
helping  those  in  need.  Mr.  O.  D. 
Link  is  editing  the  second  issue  of 
the  class  paper  “Fellowship.”  The 
paper  will  also  serve  as  a  way  of 
getting  news  on  activity  out  to  any 
who  miss  the  monthly  party. 

The  class  is  also  taking  part  in  a 
visitation  program  whereas  new 
members  may  be  contacted  and 
prospective  members  invited  back. 
Mr.  Claude  Hendrick  is  chairman 
of  the  Visitation  Committee  and 
working  with  the  pastor  for  the 
class.  In  addition  to  attempting  to 
start  a  library  in  the  church,  the 
Fellowship  Class  has  rpany  plans  to 


Linda  Rosentretter,  director  and  the  Junior  Choir 
members  of  the  Algiers  Methodist  Church,  sang  Christ¬ 
mas  carols  during  the  holidays  for  the  church  services, 
the  Christmas  Program,  and  toured  the  area  visiting 


some  who  were  unable  to  come  to  church. 

Attendance  at  all  the  services  on  Sunday,  December 
21st,  was  1,003  and  the  offering  was  $908.47.  Rev.  John 
T.  Redmon  is  pastor. 
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Labor-Management-Church  Seminars,  Jan.  27-29 


Sat  Tal,  India  (RNS)—' VETERAN  MISSIONARY  E.  STANLEY  JONES 
TURNS  75.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  noted  Methodist  missionary  evangelist 
and  author,  celebrates  his  75th  birthday  Jan.  3,  between  speaking  engage¬ 
ments  in  the  U.  S.  He  is  shown  wearing  Indian  garb  and  sitting  Oriental 
fashion,  as  he  conducted  a  Christian  ashram  at  his  mountain  retreat  center 
here  last  Oct.  Originator  of  the  Christian  ashram,  or  week-long  spiritual 
retreat,  during  his  early  ministry  to  high-caste  Hindu  and  Moslem  intel¬ 
lectuals  in  India,  he  later  popularized  the  idea  in  America  and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  From  Feb.  through  April,  1959,  he  is  scheduled  to  lead  ashrams  in  six 
major  Japanese  cities  as  part  of  the  100th  anniversary  observance  of  Prot¬ 
estantism  in  that  country.  (RNS  photo) 

Churches  Send  Books  to  Angola  Prison 

Three  Methodist  Church  Schools,  First  Methodist  Church,  Second 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  all  of  New  Orleans,  have 
joined  in  sending  100  copies  of  an  adult  student,  school  books,  and  10  teach¬ 
er  manuels  to  the  Protestant  Chapel 
at  Angola  State  Prison. 


Centenary  Choir 
Now  on  Annual 
Mid-Term  Tour 

Methodist  churches  and  church 
groups  again  are  sponsoring  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  concerts  to  be  present¬ 
ed  by  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
in  the  course  of  this  year’s  annual 
mid-semester  tour. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Voran  and  his  49  Cen¬ 
tenary  songsters  opened  the  current 
tour  Sunday  evening  with  a  concert 
at  Southeastern  College  in  Ham¬ 
mond.  The  Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas  and 
members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  served  as  sponsors. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  members  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Bogalusa,  sponsored  the 
second  appearance  of  the  choir 
Monday  evening  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  Bogalusa  High  School.  Tues¬ 
day’s  concert  was  presented  in  the 
high  school  auditorium  of  Eunice 
under  sponsorship  of  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
son  Watson  and  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  there.  Yesterday 
the  choir  sang  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  of  DeRidder  with  the 
DeRidder  Methodist  Church  and 
Dan  Morse  and  Louis  Blankenbaker, 
both  former  choir  members,  as 
sponsors. 

Today’s  concert  is  slated  for  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  where  Dr.  George 
Pool  and  members  of  Rayne  Me¬ 
morial  are  sponsors.  Tomorrow, 
Voran  and  his  singers  will  appear 
in  the  Lutcher  High  School  audi¬ 
torium  under  sponsorship  of  the 
Rev.  Frank  C.  Lankford  and  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  singers  will  travel  to  Crow¬ 
ley  on  Saturday  to  present  a  con¬ 
cert  in  the  high  school  auditorium 
there  with  the  Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir 
and  members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  as  sponsors.  Two  concerts 
are  slated  for  Sunday,  the  first  at 
11  a.m.  in  the  Henning  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur,  and 
the  second  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings.  Rev. 
E.  R.  Haug  and  Rev.  Kenneth  Mc¬ 
Dowell  are  pastors,  respectively, 
and  are  sponsoring  the  concerts 
with  church  members. 

A  concert  will  be  presented  in 
the  Lake  Charles  High  School  audi¬ 
torium  on  Monday  evening  under 
sponsorship  of  the  Rev.  James  Don¬ 
aldson  and  members  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  McNeese  State  Col¬ 
lege.  On  Tuesday,  the  Rev.  Don 
Risinger  and  members  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Welsh  are  pre¬ 
senting  the  choir  in  an  evening  con¬ 
cert  in  the  Welsh  High  School.  Miss 
Jacqueline  Cocke  and  the  high 
school  music  department  of  Houma 
are  sponsoring  the  choir’s  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Houma  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium  on  Wednesday. 

The  touring  singers  will  move  to 
New  Iberia  next  Thursday  to  sing 
in  the  high  school  auditorium  there 
under  auspices  of  Rev.  Jack  Cooke 


and  members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church.  The  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  and 
members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette  are  sponsoring 
the  concert  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette  on  Jan.  30. 

The  tour  will  be  concluded  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  31,  with  a  concert 
in  the  high  school  auditorium  in 
Baton  Rouge,  where  the  James 
Graves  Sunday  School  Class,  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson  and  members  of  First 
Church  are  sponsors. 

Dr.  Voran  and  his  choir  members 
are  travelling  by  chartered  bus  and 
carrying  their  $12,000  wardrobe  for 
the  concert  appearances. 


These  books  are  to  be  used  for 
the  first  quarter  by  the  inmates, 
with  the  hope  that  at  least  some  of 
them  will  be  reached,  and  perhaps 
come  to  know  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  first  time. 

These  churches  are  especially  in¬ 
terested  in  reaching  the  very  young 
men  and  women,  of  whom  most  can 
be  helped. 

Second  Methodist  Church  helped 
to  organize  the  first  protestant 
church  school,  of  the  Angola  State 
Prison  in  1958. 


Rev.  Emerson  Smith  to 
Be  Resource  Leader 

Rev.  Emerson  Smith,  Associate 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations,  will 
be  the  Resource  Leader  for  three 
Labor  -  Management  -  Church  Semi¬ 
nars  scheduled  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  on  January  27,  28,  and 
29.  Rev.  Smith  came  to  his  posi¬ 
tion  last  year  after -pioneering  work 
as  a  Chaplain  to  industry  in  the 
New  England  area  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Seminars,  which  will  bring 
together  church,  management,  labor, 
and  government  leaders  to  discuss 
their  problems  in  an  atmosphere  of 
understanding  and  good  will,  are 
scheduled  as  follows: 

January  27,  4-9  p.m.  —  Cedar 
Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
leader 

January  28,  4-9  p.m. — Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Rev.  James  P.  Woodland,  leader 

January  29,  4-9  p.m. — First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Mr. 
Claudius  Mayo,  leader 

In  calling  the  Seminars,  Dr.  Ben 
Oliphint,  Chairman  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  issued  the  following 
statement: 

“With  great  swiftness  Louisiana 
is  moving  from  being  an  agricul¬ 
tural  society  to  becoming  one  of 
the  great  industrial  sections  of  our 
country. 

“The  church  is  caught  in  the 
midst  of  this  vast  social  change.  In¬ 
dustries  and  people  are  on  the  move. 
Tremendous  problems  go  along  with 
the  increased  industrialization  of 
our  society. 

“The  purpose  of  these  Seminars 
is  to  provide  a  better  understanding 
of  the  human  factors  in  modern  in¬ 
dustrial  and  economic  problems  and 
to  make  explicit  the  responsibility 
of  the  church  and  its  members  for 
these  problems.” 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
the  period  Jan.  22-Jan.  31  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Jan.  22  .  Romans  11:1-12 

Jan.  23  .  Roman*  11:13-24 

Jan.  24  .  Roman*  11:2S-36 

Jan.  25  .  Romans  12:1-3 

Jan.  26  .  Romans  12:9-21 

Jan.  27  .  Romans  13:1-7 

Jan.  28  .  Romans  13:8-14 

Jan.  29  .  Romans  14:1-12 

Jan.  30  .  Romans  14:13-23 

Jan.  31  .  Romans  15:1-13 
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By  Methodist  Information 

In  addition  to  its  ongoing  assign¬ 
ment  to  report  Methodist  news  of 
general  interest,  the  Washington  of¬ 
fice  of  Methodist  Information  has 
been  asked  to  do  a  "column”  on  the 
varied  aspects  of  Congressional  leg¬ 
islation,  government  operations,  etc., 
which  are  of  particular  interest  to 
church  and  kindred  groups. 

This  first  issue  of  WASHINGTON 
NEWS  NOTES  is  a  step  in  that  di¬ 
rection.  Plans  are  to  release  columns 
from  time  to  time  rather  than  on  a 
set  schedule.  We  hope  to  include 
some  profiles  of  interesting  person¬ 
alities,  interpretation  of  legislation 
and  policies,  and  some  "behind  the 
scenes”  reporting. 


What  is  the  outlook  for  church- 
interest  legislation  in  the  86th  Con¬ 
gress?  This  digest  is  based  on  sur¬ 
veys  of  numerous  sources  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Budget:  President  Eisenhower’s 
goal  of  a  $77  billion  “balanced  bud¬ 
get”  for  the  1960  fiscal  year  is  like¬ 
ly  to  wind  up  closer  to  an  unbal¬ 
anced  $80  billion  due  to  expected 
increases  in  defense,  agriculture  and 
housing  appropriations. 

Foreign  Aid:  The  President  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  get  most  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  increase  he  seeks  despite  a  hard 
core  of  opposition  to  so-called  “give¬ 
away”  programs.  Much  of  the  for¬ 
eign  aid  appropriation  is  really  mil¬ 
itary  aid,  but  Congress  is  mindful 
of  Russia’s  drive  to  woo  underde¬ 
veloped  countries  with  loans,  ma¬ 
chinery,  etc.  The  last  Congress  cut 
the  President’s  $3.9  billion  request 
by  $644  million. 

Defense:  The  approximate  $41  bil¬ 
lion  recommended  by  the  President 
probably  will  be  hiked  by  legisla¬ 
tors  who  are  apprehensive  about 
the  “race  for  space”  and  Russian 
gains  in  the  development  of  rockets 
to  fire  H-bombs  across  continents 
and  oceans. 

Civil  Rights:  A  more  liberal  Con¬ 
gress  probably  will  extend  the  life 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Commission  (due 
to  expire  this  fall),  and  grant  the 
U.  S.  Attorney  General  authority 
to  seek  injunctions  in  civil-rights 
cases.  Other  bills  will  seek  to  im¬ 
pose  stiff  penalties  for  the  bombing 
of  churches,  schools,  etc. 

Labor:  A  strong  anti-racketeering 
labor  bill,  similar  to  the  Kennedy- 
Ives  bill  which  died  in  the  House 
last  year,  is  given  a  good  chance 
this  session. 

Education:  Expected  to  center  on 
aid  for  public  school  construction 
and  teachers’  salaries,  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  college  housing.  Such  bills 
again  face  tough  going  in  the  House. 

Hawaii:  Chances  for  statehood 
considered  very  good. 

Postal  Rates:  Another  increase  is 
likely. 

Taxes:  No  relief  in  sight. 
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382  Victims  of  Drinking 
Drivers  Over  Holidays 

Washington,  D  .C.  (RNS)  — A 
total  of  382  persons  were  victims 
of  drinking  drivers  during  the 
recent  Christmas  holidays,  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
declared  here. 

The  temperance  agency  said 
that  studies  conducted  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Safety  Council  in  1955  and 
1956  Showed  that  “55  per  cent 
of  the  drivers  involved  in  fatal 
Christmas  holiday  accidents  had 
been  drinking.” 

This  is  almost  twice  as  high  as 
the  average  annual  rate  which 
police  records  show  to  be  about 
29  per  cent,  the  board  pointed 
out. 

Highway  fatalities  numbered 
approximately  706,  equal  to  the 
grim  all-time  record  set  over  the 
Christmas  holidays  in  1956. 


Latest  Reports  From  Communist  China 


Christianity  in  Red  China  Suffers 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (NC) — A  series  of  crippling  blows  has  been  dealt  to 
Protestant  Christianity  in  Communist  China,  according  to  reports  received 
by  the  China  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Under  pressure  from  the  Peking  Government,  all  denominations  are 
being  merged  into  a  single  church  body.  At  the  same  time  a  preponderance 
of  local  churches  are  being  forced  to  close,  recent  reports  from  a  number 
of  sources  show. 

Involved  are  16  principal  denominations  long  established  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  with  a  membership  of  nearly  one  million,  a  committee  spokesman  said 
today.  Typical  of  local  church  closings,  he  said,  was  the  recent  shut-down 
of  all  but  12  of  the  200  Protestant  churches  in  Shanghai,  while  in  Peking 
itself  61  out  of  65  churches  have  been  closed.  These  closed  churches  are 
being  turned  over  to  the  govern- 

restrictions  preventing  news  from 
getting  out  as  another  factor  making 
it  impossible  for  American  churches 
to  have  any  contact  with  their 
brethren  in  China. 


Treasurer  Reports 
Gain  in  Giving  to 
World  Service  Fund 

Chicago  (MI) — December  receipts 
for  World  Service  and  all  other  gen¬ 
eral  funds  of  The  Methodist  Church 
were  almost  $356,000  greater  than 
receipts  for  December,  1957,  it  was 
reported  here  Jan.  6  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg,  general  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  Council 
on  World  Service  and  Finance. 

Total  December  receipts  in  10 
general  benevolence  and  admini¬ 
strative  funds  were  $2,029,272.97. 
This  was  an  increase  of  $355,989.98 
over  receipts  for  December  a  year 
ago,  or  a  gain  of  21.27  per  cent,  Dr. 
Lugg  pointed  out. 

Giving  to  the  same  general  funds 
for  the  seyen-month  period  (June 
through  December,  1958)  totalled 
$10,076,147.39.  This  represents  a  3.89 
per  cent  gain  over  the  same  seven- 
month  period  last  fiscal  year,  Dr. 
Lugg’s  report  showed. 


ment  as  “patriotic  gifts,”  the  reports 
indicate. 

The  measures  are  being  carried 
out  by  the  Three-Self  Patriotic 
Movement  Committee  of  Chinese 
church  leaders,  the  only  Protestant 
agency  in  the  country  officially 
recognized  by  the  Peking  Govern¬ 
ment. 

“By  leaving  the  churches  little 
choice  except  to  join  the  Three- 
Self  Patriotic  Movement  Commit¬ 
tee,”  Dr.  Wallace  C.  Merwin  de¬ 
clared,  “the  Chinese  authorities  are 
succeeding  in  maintaining  closer 
controls  over  the  churches  and  their 
members.  They  have  already  ac¬ 
quired  Protestant  schools,  hospitals 
and  other  institutions  as  ‘patriotic 
gifts.’  As  a  result,”  he  pointed  out, 
“it  is  not  so  much  a  persecuted 
Church  as  it  is  a  captive  Church.” 

Dr.  Merwin  is  executive  secretary 
of  the  China  Committee,  a  unit  of 
the  National  Council’s  Division  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

‘The  fact  that  these  reports  are 
delayed  and  roundabout,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “is  an  example  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  news  out  of  main¬ 
land  China.”  U.  S.  newsmen  are  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  State  Department 
from  gathering  news  directly.  In 
addition,  Dr.  Merwin  cited  Chinese 


Stanley  S.  Kresge,  Detroit,  receives  a  citation  as  Methodist-related 
colleges'  "Distinguished  Alumnus  of  1958"  at  a  meeting  of  alumni  of  Meth¬ 
odist  schools  January  9  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Left  to  right,  below,  are  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Burns,  president  of  the  College  of  the  Pacific,  Stockton,  Calif., 
are  retiring  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Methodist  Schools  and 
Colleges;  Mr.  Kresge,  president  of  the  Kresge  Foundation,  which  has  given 
millions  of  dollars  to  Methodist  educational  institutions;  Bishop  Paul  N. 
Garber,  Richmond,  Va.,  who  presented  the  citation  on  behalf  of  the  National 
Association  and  the  Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Higher  Education, 
of  which  he  is  the  chairman;  and  the  oldest  Methodist  bishop,  96-year-old 
Herbert  Welch,  New  York  City,  principal  speaker  for  the  occasion. 


During  the  first  six  months  of 
1958,  he  said,  church  workers  under¬ 
went  an  intensive  course  in  “educa¬ 
tion  for  socialism”  as  part  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  “though  t-rectification”  cam¬ 
paign.  Many  “rightists”  in  the 
churches  were  exposed  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  arrested.  Among 
the  many  who  refused  to  cooperate, 
Dr.  Merwin  cited  a  woman,  the 
former  president  of  a  Christian  col¬ 
lege  in  South  China,  who  is  now 
scrubbing  floors  in  that  institution. 

Congregations  are  constantly 
urged  to  carry  out  self-reform  and 
to  take  an  active  part  in  China’s 
“giant  leap  forward,”  Dr.  Merwin 
continued.  In  inland  towns,  denomi¬ 
nations  have  already  merged  into 
a  single  organization  and  church 
leaders  everywhere  are  reportedly 
pledging  whole-hearted  obedience 
to  the  government  and  the  Three- 
Self  Committee.  By  holding  joint 
services  in  a  single  building,  he  said, 
the  funds  of  the  other  churches  are 
“dedicated”  to  socialist  construction. 

Sources  of  this  information  in¬ 
clude  personal  letters,  the  New 
China  News  Agency  and  China’s 
only  nationally  distributed  Protes¬ 
tant  bi-weekly,  “Tien-'Feng.”  The 
data  have  been  compiled  by  Dr. 
Frank  W.  Price,  director  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Research  Library,  New  York 
City. 

Under  special  attack  now,  Dr. 
Merwin  said,  are  “free-lance 
preacher  s,”  revivalists  and  the 
steadily  increasing  religious  gather¬ 
ings  in  private  homes,  which  are 
considered  subversive. 


In  1950,  the  year  of  the  last  count, 
Protestants  numbered  903,805  active 
church  members,  Dr.  Merwin  said. 
The  total  Protestant  community 
then  was  estimated  at  1,500,000.  Of 
these,  the  largest  group  or  about 
177,000  belonged  to  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China.  In  addition,  the 
Methodists  reported  102,693  in  1950, 
a  few  thousand  less  than  the  True 
Jesus  Church,  the  second  largest 
group. 

“Today,”  said  Dr.  Merwin,  “Chi¬ 
nese  Protestants  are  told  that  church 
divisions  and  denominational  names 
are  ‘vestiges  of  western  colonialism 
aimed  to  divide  and  rule.’  ”  To  be 
truly  independent  and  patriotic, 
they  are  advised,  the  churches  must 
unify  their  forms  of  worship,  meth¬ 
ods  of  support  and  doctrinal  creeds. 
This  latter  counsel,  he  said,  is  bring¬ 
ing  such  incompatible  religious  fac¬ 
tions  together  that  more  and  more 
church  members  are  staying  away 
from  church. 
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Above  is  pictured  Chaplain  Jeff  E.  Davis,  third  from 
left,  staff  Chaplain  of  the  408th  Air  Base  Group  and 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  who  recently  re¬ 
ported  the  distribution  of  5,200  pounds  of  clothing  which 
had  been  collected  and  was  air  dropped  to  five  Green¬ 
land  villages.  This  week  Chaplain  Davis  is  flying  to 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  to  present  a  S1JS00  donation 


from  the  men  of  the  4084th  Air  Base  Group  to  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Greenland  for  the  care  of  Greenland  children. 

Shown  above  with  Chaplain  Davis  as  they  are  weigh¬ 
ing  clothes  for  the  Greenland  air  drop  staff  Sergeant 
Hal  C.  Miller,  Airman  Third  Class  James  Cottinghem, 
and  Airman  Second  Class  Verlyn  D.  V/itchey. 


Korean  Protestants 


Protest  Proposal  To  Recognize  Peiping 

SEOUL  (RNS) — Korean  Protestants  have  protested  against  a  proposal 
made  by  the  Fifth  World  Order  Study  Conference  in  Cleveland,  O.,  that 
the  United  States  recognize  Communist  China  and  that  the  country  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  United  Nations. 


The  protest  was  made  in  a  statement  issued  by  the  Korean  National 
Christian  Council  and  the  Korean  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs. 

It  stressed  that  safeguarding  the  rights  of  victims  of  Communist  ag¬ 
gression  and  rewarding  the  aggressors  “cannot  go  together.” 

“Communist  China  is  at  war  with  United  Nations  forces  in  Korea  and 
it  has  been  judged  the  aggressor  in  its  invasion  of  Korea,”  the  statement 
said.  “How  is  it  possible  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Korea 


British  Scholars’  New 
Testament  Translation 
Nears  Completion 

New  York  (RNS) — Publication  of 
a  new  translation  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  into  current  English  by  Brit¬ 
ish  scholars  is  expected  early  in 
1961,  it  was  announced  here. 

To  be  published  jointly  by  Ox¬ 
ford  University  Press  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  University  Press,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  another  year  to  com¬ 
plete. 

General  director  of  the  transla¬ 
tion,  which  is  being  made  from 
original  Greek  texts,  is  Dr.  C.  H. 
Dodd  of  Oxford,  emeritus  professor 
of  divinity  at  Cambridge  University, 
England. 

Work  on  the  translation  got  under 
way  in  1947  with  the  formation  of 
a  Joint  Committee  on  New  Trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Bible  by  the  Church 
°f  England,  the  Church  of  Scotland 
ar>d  nine  other  church  groups. 

Translators  were  instructed  to 


until  and  unless  a  jusut  peace  is 
consummated  and  the  wrongs  have 
been  righted?” 

Declaring  that  “we  believe  in  God 
and  the  final  triumph  of  righteous¬ 
ness,”  the  Protestants  noted  that 
the  Communists  “deny  God  and 
are  out  to  destroy  all  Christians.” 

The  statement  was  signed  by  Yu 
Ho-choon,  general  secretary  of  the 
Christian  council,  and  Hugh  Heung- 
wu  Cynn,  chairman  of  the  commis¬ 
sion. 


render  the  original  texts  into  con¬ 
temporary  English,  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  current  usage  of  the  language 
and  avoiding  all  archaic  words  and 
expressions. 

Also  represented  on  the  Joint 
Committee  are  the  Methodist 
Church,  Congregational  Union, 
Baptist  Union,  Presbyterian  Church 
in  England,  Churches  of  Wales, 
Churches  of  Ireland,  Society  of 
Friends,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  the  National 
Bible  Society  of  Scotland. 


Reports  $863  Million 
Church  Construction 
During  Last  Year 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Bound¬ 
ing  back  strongly  from  the  econom¬ 
ic  recession,  church  construction 
came  within  $5,000,000  in  1958  of 
equalling  the  all-time  record  estab¬ 
lished  in  1957,  the  Departments  of 
Commerce  and  Labor  reported  here. 

Church  construction  set  a  new 
mark  of  $78,000,000  in  December, 
exceeding  the  same  month  of  1957 
by  $4,000,000. 

This  brought  total  church  con¬ 
struction  to  a  tentative  total  of 
$863,000,000  for  1958  compared  with 
$868,000,000  in  1957. 

Building  activity  by  the  non¬ 
public  schools  and  colleges,  most  of 
which  are  church-related  set  a  new 
record  of  $567,000,000  in  1958.  This 
was  an  8  per  cent  gain  over  the 
$525,000,000  recorded  in  1957. 


Southern  Baptist  Gave 
$25  Million  in  1958 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS) — A  record 
total  of  $24,808,919  was  contributed 
in  support  of  various  causes  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
1958,  it  was  reported  here  by  Dr. 
Porter  Routh,  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  denomination’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  amount  is  nearly  $2,000,000 
more  than  in  the  previous  year,  he 
said. 

Dr.  Routh  pointed  out  that  these 
figures  do  not  include  funds  re¬ 
tained  by  local  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  state  Baptist  bodies 
for  their  work. 


Editor  Reports 
Lively  Religious 
Interest  In  Soviet 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A 
Methodist  editor  told  the  Minneapo¬ 
lis  Ministerial  association  that  he 
found  more  religious  interest  in  the 
Soviet  Union  on  a  recent  trip  there 
than  he  had  expected. 

Dr.  T.  Otto  Nall,  Chicago,  said  he 
was  surprised  to  discover  that 
about  a  fourth  of  the  Russian  con¬ 
gregations  were  young  people,  thus 
contradicting  reports  that  only  old 
people  go  to  church  there.  And 
many  of  the  young  people  were 
boys,  he  said. 

The  Russian  churches  he  attended 
were  crowded.  One  reason  for  this, 
he  suggested,  might  be  that  there 
are  too  many  believers  for  the  few 
churches  that  the  government  al¬ 
lows  to  remain  open. 

While  the  number  of  churches 
open  is  less  than  before  the  revolu- 
tioon,  it  is  six  times  the  number  20 
years  ago,  he  reported. 

Dr.  Nall,  editor  of  The  New  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  said  that  the  Soviet 
leaders  may  have  relaxed  their  op¬ 
position  to  the  church  because  they 
have  seen  its  usefulness. 

Despite  the  changes  in  the  cli¬ 
mate,  he  said,  the  churches  are  still 
severely  restricted  and  it  is  still  not 
fashionable  to  go  to  church. 

Among  restrictions  he  mentioned 
were  these: 

All  church  property  belongs  to 
the  state. 

The  churches  pay  a  stiff  income 
tax — 13  per  cent — to  the  state. 

Church  members  cannot  run  for 
political  office. 

The  education  of  youth  is  com¬ 
pletely  in  the  hands  of  the  state, 
“and  this  means  it  is  scientific,  ma¬ 
terialistic,  atheistic.” 

“Russian  Christians  do  not  com¬ 
plain  about  their  hardships  or 
handicaps,”  Dr.  Nall  said.  “They 
are  grateful  for  the  opportunities 
that,  in  the  providence  of  God,  have 
been  granted  them.” 

The  editor  was  told  by  one  Rus¬ 
sian  church  leader  that  “personal 
evangelism  is  strong  among  our 
people.” 

“We  attract  people  through  the 
testimony  our  members  give  by 
their  own  living,”  the  Russian  told 
him.  “When  anyone  is  converted, 
he  brings  along  someone  to  testify 
to  the  quality  of  his  character.  His 
own  testimony  is  not  sufficient.  And 
he  waits  a  year  before  being  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  church.” 

Dr.  Nall  said  he  is  convinced  that 
the  future  of  relationships  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States  de¬ 
pend  not  on  diplomacy  or  missiles 
but  on  the  religious  faith  of  the 
Russian  people  and  our  own. 

While  Russian  church  leaders 
avoid  keeping  membership  rolls  be¬ 
cause  those  who  are  on  them  might 
suffer,  Dr.  Nall  said  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Soviet  Union  has 
some  520,000  Baptists  in  5,200 
churches;  at  least  50,000  Mennon- 
ites;  about  25,000  Adventists  and 
“probably”  25  million  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  adherents. 
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Editorial 


Sentenced  To  Pray 

EXPERIENCE  over  a  long  period  of  time  proves  that  when  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  people  have  a  background  of  religious  train¬ 
ing  and  active  participation  in  the  life  of  a  church,  they 
seldom  if  ever  become  involved  in  criminal  courts.  There  are  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  be  sure,  but  the  exceptions  make  the  rule  all  the  more 
apparent.  A  child  or  young  person  who  practices  the  holy  habits  of 
Christian  discipleship  is  better  fitted  to  find  a  useful  and  creative 
place  among  his  fellowmen. 

We  have  difficulty  in  understanding  the  real  value,  however, 
in  instances  reported  from  time  to  time  where  a  criminal  court 
judge  sentences  a  youthful  offender  to  church  or  Sunday  school 
attendance  for  a  specified  period  of  time.  Religious  News  Service 
reports  a  case  of  a  Pennsylvania  judge  who  recently  ordered  three 
teen-age  boys  to  spend  Sundays  in  prayer  after  they  pleaded  guilty 
to  burglarizing  a  home.  We  are  not  questioning  the  judge’s  decision 
that  something  other  than  a  jail  sentence  might  be  better  for  the 
boys,  but  we  do  wonder  if  the  youngsters  will  ever  come  to  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  real  religion  if  it  is  forced  upon  them  in  this  manner. 

Who  can  doubt  but  what  God  would  hear  the  sincere  prayers 
of  these  youths,  but  on  the  other  hand,  who  could  believe  that  these 
boys  could  be  forced  to  offer  sincere  prayers  if  they  did  not  want 
to  pray.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  is  something  like  closing  the  gate 
after  the  horses  have  escaped  from  their  lot. 

A  religious  experience  to  be  genuine  must  be  freely  sought  and 
gladly  received.  Certain  circumstances  may  cause  a  person  to  seek 
more  earnestly  and  even  in  greater  haste  for  a  religious  experience, 
but  outer  compulsion  has  resulted,  we  venture  to  say,  in  very  few 
converts. 

Right  This  Time 

WE  recently  called  our  readers’  attention  to  a  book  written 
by  Charles  Stuck,  North  Arkansas  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
entitled  “Lay  Preaching  In  The  Rural  Church,”  published 
by  Tidings,  the  publishing  department  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism.  We  had  in  mind  the  promotion  of  a  book  which  would 
be  of  substantial  help  to  those  interested  in  the  general  field  of  lay 
preaching.  That  book  is  of  great  help,  but  our  mistake  was  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  wrong  book.  “Lay  Preaching  In  The  Rural  Church” 
was  written  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Stuck’s  recent  book  is  “The 
Lay  Speaker’s  Handbook.”  We  regret  this  error,  and  hasten  to 
make  this  correction. 

Mr.  Stuck’s  latest  book  deals  with  the  whole  general  approach 
to  lay  speaking,  as  well  as  the  practical  matter  of  preparation  and 
delivery  of  sermons  by  lay  speakers.  This  little  volume  can  be  of 
great  value  to  lay  people  who  serve  their  church  in  this  respect. 
Mr.  Stuck  has  drawn  on  his  rich  and  extensive  experience  in  lay 
speaking  for  this  writing,  and  offers  many  valuable  suggestions. 
Copies  may  be  had  from  any  branch  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  or  they  may  be  ordered  from  Mr.  Stuck,  Box  565,  Jonesboro, 
Arkansas.  Enclose  50c  for  each  copy. 

Real 9  Not  Nominal  Church  Members 

TWO  of  America’s  leading  religious  leaders  recently  made 
statements  which  point  up  one  of  the  great  needs  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  life  of  America:  the  need  for  many  of  us  to  do  a  better 
job  of  being  better  church  members.  America’s  churches  have  too 
many  nominal  members.  America’s  churches  need  many  more  real 
members. 

Dr.  John  Sutherland  Bonnell  told  his  Fifth  Avenue  Presby- 


7 Tie  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 

Supreme  Event  In  Retrospect 


terian  congregation  in  New  York  City  a  couple  of  Sundays  ago 
that  “We  have  been  guilty  of  making  church  membership  too  easy 
and  to  cheap,  and  consequently  we  have  too  many  nominal  Chris¬ 
tians  on  the  roll — God  always  favored  quality  rather  than  quantity. 
We  boast  of  103  million  church  members  associated  with  our  Amer¬ 
ican  Churches,  but  if  they  were  subjected  to  the  tests  that  Gideon 
applied  at  God’s  direction,  millions  would  fade  away.”  The  real 
measure  of  a  church’s  strength  numerically  is  not  how  many  mem¬ 
bers  a  church  has,  but  rather  how  many  effective  members  are  en¬ 
rolled,  Dr.  Bonnell  suggested. 

Dr.  Billy  Graham  was  getting  at  something  of  the  same  thing 
when  he  recently  called  for  a  deeper  commitment  to  Christ  on  the 
part  of  church  people.  “Thousands  who  do  attend  churches  have 
never  had  a  real  encounter  with  Christ.  Some  of  our  churches  are 
little  more  than  social  clubs  .  .  .  nobody  can  be  a  Communist  with¬ 
out  dedication  to  the  Communist  course,  but  many  Americans  think 
they  can  be  Christian  without  commitment  to  Christ.  We  need  an 
awakening  inside  the  churches.  It  is  true  that  the  greatest  field 
for  evangelism  is  right  inside  the  churches.” 

We  are  convinced  that  there  is  not  a  problem  which  the  world 
faces  today  that  would  not  be  much  nearer  solution  if  all  those  who 
are  presently  associated  with  organized  religion  were  actually  and 
in  fact  real  members  of  a  church  and  not  just  nominal. 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 


“Give  Us  This  Day 
Our  Daily  Bread” 

There  has  been  coming  to  my 
desk — quite  unsolicited — a  biweekly 
paper  that  uses  “Christian”  in  its 
title,  and  “Christian”  in  the  name 
of  the  organization — personnel  un¬ 
known  to  me — that  sponsors  it.  It 
does  confess  that  it  is  issued  to  sup¬ 
port  “the  economic  system  with  the 
least  amount  of  government  and  the 
greatest  amount  of  Christianity.” 
Occasionally  I  find  the  name  of  a 
well-known  clergyman,  or  of  a  pro¬ 
fessor  from  a  noted  university,  at¬ 
tached  to  its  articles  and  quotes:  but 
not  too  often. 

The  writers  quoted  are,  almost 
without  exception,  against  anything 
that  can  possibly  be  termed  “the 
welfare-state”;  opposed  to  commu¬ 
nism  and  anything  Russian — it  is  all 
anti-Christian;  against  aid  to  farm¬ 
ers  or  any  governmental  control  of 
production;  against  foreign  aid  “to 
bolster  communist  and  socialist  re¬ 
gimes”;  against  socialism  in  govern¬ 
ment  (it  “promises  security  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave”),  modern¬ 
ism  in  religion,  “worldism”  of  the 
United  Nations,  “statism”  which  is 
a  “form  of  idolatry.”  And  any  min¬ 
ister  may  have  free  sermonettes  on 
any  of  these  topics  to  distribute  to 
his  congregation. 

Now,  I  may  be  personally  opposed 
to  some  of  these  “trends”  in  govern¬ 
ment,  in  church,  in  American  (or 
world)  life.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  only  alternative  to  these 
trends  is  necessarily  a  continuation 
of  the  last  century’s  “free  enter¬ 
prise”  under  which  there  arose  such 
inequalities  and  injustices  and  in¬ 
humanities  across  the  world  that 
these  isms  and  trends  grew  and 
flourished.  Perhaps  some  of  these 
ideas  that  appear  to  threaten  the 
status  quo  (capitalism,  free  enter¬ 
prise)  began  clandestinely,  then 
flared  into  the  open  as  men  sought 
to  break  crippling  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  bonds.  And  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  economic  system  that  bred 
poverty  for  some,  wealth  for  others, 
ever  was  entitled  to  the  name 
“Christian” — any  more  than  are  the 
counter-isms  of  half  the  modern 
world. 

Of  this  I  am  confident:  some  strug¬ 
gle  of  “isms”  will  go  on  so  long  as 
there  are  “haves”  and  “have-nots” 
in  our  world;  so  long  as  some  men 
and  nations  are  overstuffed  and  oth¬ 
ers  are  undernourished  (to  use  E. 
Stanley  Jones’  phrase);  so  long  as 
some — men  or  nations — garner  the 
necessities  of  life  into  their  own 
barns,  and  others  have  neither  goods 
nor  need  for  barns.  And  that  applies 
within  the  U.S.A.  as  well  as  among 
nations  and  continents. 

Over  the  next  century,  I  believe, 
there  will  be  a  “levelling  off”  of 
“wealth”  (in  its  broadest  meaning) 
throughout  the  world.  Let  us  pray — 
and  act — that  it  will  not  come  by 
the  crimson  path  of  bloodshed.  Let 
us  pray — and  act — that  it  will  not 
come  (as,  indeed,  it  might)  by  such 
assault  upon  “the  American  standard 
of  living”  that  all  the  world  is  sunk 
into  poverty. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  alterna¬ 
tives  before  Americans  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  history  are  (1)  to  volun¬ 
tarily  accept  the  role  of  sharing  our 
wealth  and  know-how  with  the  un- 


I  Look  Death  In  The  Face 


AS  the  present  year  came  in,  I 
lay  long  one  morning,  pray¬ 
ing,  thinking,  planning  — 
planning  at  86  for  four  years 
more  of  joyous  life  and  creative 
work.  I  think  the  past  several  years 
have  been  the  most  creative  and 
fruitful  of  my  life,  through  my 
numerous  articles  on  vital  subjects, 
reaching  an  aggregate  circulation,  I 
dare  to  say,  of  some  millions.  Warm 
appreciation,  coming  especially  by 
mail,  stirs  me  to  more  eager  effort 
for  the  time  that  remains  to  me. 
With  so  much  yet  struggling  in  me 
for  utterance,  I  long  for  four  more 
years  to  give  it  expression. 

I  Face  Death  Serenely 
But,  whether  death  is  to  come  be¬ 
fore  or  after  90,  I  face  it  serenely. 
I  deeply  wish  to  give  that  testi¬ 
mony.  My  life  extends  back  through 
the  most  kaleidoscopic  changes  in 
all  history.  I  testify  that  of  all  the 
changes  I’ve  witnessed,  hardly  any 
is  greater  than  that  in  my  own  view 
of  death,  and  my  attitude  to  it. 
Through  the  first  half  of  my  life  I 
thought  of  death  as  a  fearful  thing. 
A  funeral  was  always  to  me  a  sad 
event.  I  even  preached  about  death 
as  a  sad  and  dreadful  thing.  I  even 
quoted  with  some  approval  the  re¬ 
mark  of  a  certain  great  man  who, 
seeing  how  death  cuts  across  every¬ 
thing,  said,  “I  could  do  this  and  this, 
but  there  is  that  damned  death!” 
I  now  see  that  as  both  silly  and 
sacrilegious. 

In  the  quiet  of  that  new  year 
meditation,  I  deliberately  looked 


derprivileged  people  of  the  world 
in  far  greater  measure  than  we  seem 
now  willing  to  do;  (2)  to  have  the 
(U.S.A.)  government  do  this  for  and 
to  us — howl  though  we  may  about 
loss  of  individual  freedom,  etc.;  or 
(3)  have  our  wealth  picked  away 
at  from  the  outside:  diminishing 
markets,  deliberate  economic  attri¬ 
tion,  even  by  force.  I  prefer  the  first 
method;  I  am  ready  to  accept  the 
second  in  preference  to  the  third. 
Bluntly,  our  choice  may  be  stew¬ 
ardship  or  war.  Do  you  know  of  any 
other? 

Someone  has  pointed  out  that  only 
four  centuries  ago,  less  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  American  Indians  lived  in  rel¬ 
ative  poverty  where  165,000,000  peo¬ 
ple  now  live  in  abundance.  The  early 
settlers,  the  waves  of  immigrants, 
yes,  the  boatloads  of  slaves,  worked 
hard  to  conquer  the  land,  and  to 
wrest  from  its  mountains  and  mines 
a  great  wealth.  But  it  was  the  tech¬ 
nological  advance,  fostered  by  com¬ 
pulsory  free  education — and  a  spirit 
of  faith,  hope,  moral  integrity,  and 
righteousness  rooted  in  religion — 
that  has  produced  the  “great  Amer¬ 
ican  control  over  the  physical 
world.”  This  technology,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  education  and  religion 
which  produces  men  to  control  it, 
is  what  America  must  give  the 
world,  if  the  world  is  not  to  tear 
down  what  America  now  has. 


S.  L.  Morgan,  Wake  Forest,  N.  C. 


death  in  the  face,  and  lo,  it  was  good 
to  look  at,  whether  it  come  soon  or 
late.  For  I  saw  that  man’s  life  on 
earth  runs  a  natural  cycle  from 
birth  to  death,  one  as  natural  as  the 
other,  each  a  step  upward  in  the 
career  of  an  immortal  being.  As  the 
foetus  in  the  womb  might  look  for¬ 
ward  to  birth  as  the  beginning  of 
a  fuller,  richer  life,  so  the  Christian 
dares  to  look  forward  to  death  as 
the  beginning  of  a  fuller,  freer  life 
of  the  spirit. 

I  see  death  therefore  as  no  cause 
for  either  fear  or  sorrow.  I  have  but 
one  prayer  concerning  it,  that  it  may 
please  God  to  let  me  work  creatively 
as  nearly  to  the  end  as  possible,  and 
that  I  may  be  spared  from  prolonged 
suffering  and  helplessness,  and  from 
being  a  burden  to  others.  I’m  sure 
that  is  a  proper  prayer  for  me  or 
anyone. 

Why  Death  Looks  Good  to  Me 

1.  Because  ft  is  purely  a  natural 
event.  Death  is  precisely  as  natural 
as  birth,  or  as  the  passing  of  the 
caterpillar  intb  a  torpid  state  re¬ 
sembling  death,  to  emerge  a  butter¬ 
fly.  If  the  ugly  worm  could  but 
understand  what  lay  ahead,  would 
it  not  rejoice  to  enter  its  torpid 
state,  to  sprout  wings  and  fly  off  a 
butterfly?  Likewise  a  vivid  cer¬ 
tainty  of  immortality  will  take  away 
all  horror  of  dying,  making  it  seem 
just  a  stepi  upward. 

2.  Death  is  peaceful  and  painless. 
Records  of  many  hundreds  of  death 
make  this  certain.  There  are  at  most 
only  a  few  doubtful  exceptions.  Pain 


Ecumenical  Institute 
Set  for  July  19-24 

“Our  Unity  in  the  Church”  will 
be  the  theme  of  the  Fourth  Ecu¬ 
menical  Institute  for  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  to  be  held  at  beautiful  Blue 
Ridge  Assembly,  North  Carolina, 
July  19-24,  1959.  This  Institute  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  Southern  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  purpose  of  the  Institute  is  to 
manifest  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ  as 
Divine  Lord  and  Saviour;  to 
strengthen  understanding  and  pro¬ 
mote  cooperation  among  denomina¬ 
tions;  to  find  ways  of  doing  things 
together  as  churches  and  church 
people,  to  provide  inspiration,  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  ecumenical  education. 

Bible  study  will  be  at  the  heart 
of  the  Institute.  I  and  II  Corinthians 
will  be  studied  each  day  during  the 
morning  Bible  study  period.  There 
will  also  be  two  workshops  on  the 
Use  and  Understanding  of  the  Bible. 
The  morning  section  for  parents  and 
Sunday  school  teachers,  will  be  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Arthur 
Gilmore;  the  afternoon  section,  for 
Professors  of  Bible  and  Religion, 
will  be  under  the  tutelage  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  J.  Howard  Rhys. 


and  suffering  are  apart  from  death 
itself;  they  belong  to  the  life  process. 
Those  who  have  watched  hundreds 
die  declare  that  only  very  rarely 
does  one  show  signs  of  either  fear 
or  pain  when  death  actually  arrives. 
As  death  actually  begins,  all  signs 
of  fear  and  pain  cease,  and  dying 
itself  is  peaceful,  without  either  fear 
or  pain.  Almost  invariably  one  slips 
into  a  coma,  and  death  provides  its 
own  anesthetic.  Johnson:  (The  Years 
After  50,  page  143). 

3.  Often  death  is  heaven  begun. 
To  saints  without  number  death  has 
been  an  actual  foretaste  of  heaven. 
Many  in  death  experience  the  “bea¬ 
tific  Vision”;  with  minds  unmistak¬ 
ably  clear,  they  speak  of  seeing  dear 
ones,  or  even  talk  to  them;  they 
speak  of  hearing  lovely  music,  call¬ 
ing  it  all  “beautiful.”  Such  instances 
indeed  are  so  numerous  and  authen¬ 
tic  that  science  has  had  to  take 
notice  of  it,  and  to  refer  to  it  with 
respect.  It  is  almost  scientific  proof, 
though  not  quite,  that  death  is  the 
portal  opening  into  a  blessed  life  be¬ 
yond. 

4.  To  millions  death  is  God’s 
angel  of  mercy.  Every  countryside, 
every  city  block,  has  its  sufferers  to 
whom  death  would  be  a  merciful 
release.  Such  stand  out  plainfully 
before  the  mind  of  each  of  us:  the 
cancer  victim,  day  after  day  a  hope¬ 
less  battle  with  pain;  the  paralytic, 
year  after  year  a  helpless,  hopeless 
weight  for  dear  ones  to  carry;  the 
aged  saint,  sure  the  life  work  is 
done,  and  often  secretly  praying, 
“Lord,  if  only  you’d  let  me  go 
home!” 

Who  doesn’t  recall  such?  My  dear 
neighbor,  paralyzed  and  almost 
helpless  for  21  years,  yet  nursed  day 
and  night  by  his  frail  wife.  At  his 
funeral  the  young  pastor  prayed, 
“Lord,  we  thank  thee  for  life — and 
for  death.”  My  heart  echoed,  “Yes, 
Lord,  death  was  kind.” 

My  own  mother,  sometimes  in  ter¬ 
rible  agony  for  hours,  and  pleading 
piteously,  “Lord,  please  ease  my 
pain,  or  do  let  me  die!” 

My  noble  deacon  and  leader,  now 
for  a  year  or  two  in  a  coma,  his 
mind  a  blank,  the  care  and  despair 
of  his  dear  ones. 

God  in  “his  eternal  purpose  of 
good”  saw  death  as  a  necessity  in 
the  total  life  process,  and  assigned 
to  it  a  function  both  necessary  and 
merciful.  I  accept  it  as  such,  and 
without  fear,  and  with  a  steadfast 
assurance  that  death  will  prove  to 
be  but  the  portal  into  a  higher  stage 
of  being  than  I  have  known  here, 
when  the  spirit  will  be  released 
from  the  encumbrance  of  the  flesh, 
to  enjoy  a  freedom  it  has  never 
known  before. 

That  being  my  faith,  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  death  as  a  rather  pleasing 
adventure.  I  pray  that  all  may  ap¬ 
proach  it  with  a  vivid  faith  in  per¬ 
sonal  immortality  and  a  certainty 
that  death  will  prove  but  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  life  on  a  higher  plane. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


TO  SURPASS  YOURSELF 

All  around  us  are  decent,  high-minded,  honorable  persons  who 
seem  to  be  living  without  the  support  of  religion.  They  do  not  appear 
to  take  any  conscious  account  of  God.  They  never  go  to  church,  ex¬ 
cept  perhaps  to  the  wedding  or  funeral  of  a  friend,  and  then  it  is  a 
social  amenity  rather  than  a  religious  ceremony.  Yet  they  make  a 
very  pleasant  and  kindly  and  robust  thing  of  life. 

In  some  ways  such  persons  seem  more  attractive  than  the  average 
churchman  because  they  make  ho  pretense  of  piety.  They  profess 
no  religious  affiliation;  and  virtues  which  peep  out  from  under  the 
cover  of  unpretending  persons  have  an  added  charm.  Their  goodness 
disclaims  itself  and  thus  gains  double  effectiveness.  They  show  a 
charitable  tolerance  toward  the  moral  shortcomings  of  others.  They 
stand  by  their  comrades  in  a  pinch.  In  short,  they  show  good  sports¬ 
manship  in  the  game  of  living  and  have  all  the  hallmarks  of  gentle¬ 
men. 

What  then  would  an  avowed  and  active  relationship  with  God 
add  to  the  inner  quality  of  their  living  and  to  their  outward  useful¬ 
ness?  You  may  remember  the  formula  prescribed  by  the  Second 
Epistle  of  Peter:  “Add  to  your  faith  virtue;  and  to  virtue  knowledge; 
and  to  knowledge  temperance;  and  to  temperance  patience;  and  to 
patience  godliness.” 

But  why  this  last?  Why  do  we  need  to  bring  God  into  this  busi¬ 
ness  of  creative  living?  Can  we  not  practice  the  wholesome  virtues 
without  calling  in  divine  help?  Can  we  not  be  good  without  culti¬ 
vating  godliness?  Perhaps  you  say  that  these  persons  who  make  no 
show  of  religion  are  quite  as  godly  as  the  churchgoers,  for  godliness 
means  the  possession  of  godlike  qualities.  But  the  word  used  in 
Peter’s  Epistle  means  “God-ward-ness”  rather  than  “god-like-ness.” 
This  early  Christian  leader  is  bidding  his  readers  turn  their  faces 
godward  and  cultivate  the  presence  of  God.  Why? 

Because  godliness  begins  in  turning  our  faces  godward  in  rever¬ 
ence.  Goethe  once  said:  “There  is  one  thing  no  one  brings  with  him 
into  the  world,  and  it  is  a  thing  on  which  everything  else  depends, 
that  thing  by  means  of  which  every  man  born  into  the  world  becomes 
truly  manly.  That  thing  is  reverence.” 

Reverence  is  an  acquired  quality.  We  do  not  have  it  as  part  of 
our  animal  nature.  It  is  one  of  the  essential  distinctions  which  dif¬ 
ferentiate  man  from  the  animal.  It  is  easier  to  recognize  than  to 
define.  But  we  may  roughly  define  reverence  as  the  profound  feeling 
of  regard,  deepened  into  awe  and  blended  with  affection,  which  we 
feel  in  the  presence  of  something  held  to  be  sacred. 

It  would,  of  course,  be  unfair  and  untrue  to  say  that  the  man  on 
the  street  who  never  goes  to  church  is  therefore  wholly  without  rever¬ 
ence.  Almost  every  person  we  know  holds  some  things  sacred  and 
experiences  some  emotions  of  reverence. 

A  tourist  enters  Westminster  Abbey.  As  he  walks  down  the 
aisles,  he  sees  himself  surrounded  by  the  memorials  of  England’s 
heroic  dead.  The  greatness  and  dignity  of  man  grip  his  imagination. 
From  the  shadowy  vaults  of  the  arches  he  feels  the  centuries  looking 
down  upon  him.  A  sense  of  something  more  than  human  begins  to 
cast  its  spell  over  his  spirit.  Things  invisible  and  eternal  engulf  the 
things  that  are  seen  and  temporal.  The  dead  seem  linked  with  the 
living.  The  visitor’s  voice  sinks  to  a  whisper.  Though  a  nonreligious 
man  he  feels  restrained  from  doing  some  things  in  the  aisles  of  West¬ 
minster  Abbey.  The  place  a  solemn  stillness  holds.  His  spirit  is 
hushed.  His  feelings  could  be  called  reverence. 

And  this  reverence  would  be  felt  by  my  fine  non-churcbgoing 
friends  as  well  as  by  my  fellow  churchmen.  But  who  built  the  West¬ 
minster  Abbeys  and  the  churches  which  dot  the  landscape  of  coun¬ 
tries  like  Canada  and  the  United  States?  Who  established  the  practice 
of  taking  religious  oaths  to  safeguard  the  testimony  of  witnesses  in 
court?  Whence  came  the  reverence  which  we  feel  for  our  marriage 
vows? 

Reverence,  like  love,  needs  cultivation  to  keep  it  strong  and 
fresh.  In  courtship  we  “make  love,”  and  marriage  loses  its  lustre 
when  the  love-making  ceases.  In  these  free  western  lands  we  are 
safeguarded  by  laws  and  institutions  established  by  founders  who 
cultivated  God.  We  cannot  live  long  on  godliness  inherited  from 
ancestors  or  borrowed  from  neighbors. 

Remember,  too,  that  sincere  churchmen  do  not  smugly  think 
they  are  godlike.  They  are  humbly  looking  godward  because  they 
know  their  sins.  The  church  is  the  only  place  I  know  where  people 
go  regularly  to  confess  their  sins.  We  need  godliness  to  insure  and 
improve  our  goodness. 


I 

Saw 

A  Prize 
Fight 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


in  which  one  boxer  swung  wildly. 
He  threw  a  lot  of  leather  but  it 
rarely  landed.  His  opponent  boxed 
carefully.  He  didn’t  swing  so  often 
but  his  blows  were  generally  on 
target.  Finally  the  wild  swinger 
rushed  his  opponent,  received  a  left 
hook  to  the  jaw  and  went  down 
and  out.  The  sure  hitter  won  the 
prize — a  paltry  $50,000.  He  wanted 
to  win,  disciplined  himself  to  that 
purpose  and  it  paid  off. 

The  Isthmian  games  of  the  early 
Christian  time  featured  boxing. 
Paul  knew  about  these  games  and 


used  the  skillful  boxer  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  definite  nature  of  the 
spiritual  struggle.  He  said:  “So  fight 
I  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air.” 
No  shadow  boxing  for  him!  He 
knew  he  couldn’t  win  that  way. 
His  opponent,  the  devil,  was  a  real 
and  deadly  foe,  capable  of  knock¬ 
ing  out  a  saint  at  any  time.  He 
could  not  be  fought  successfully  by 
feigned  and  hesitant  action.  The 
blows  against  him  had  to  be  real 
and  on  target. 

Indefinite  and  wobbly  action  is  a 
dangerous  factor  anywhere  in  life, 
but  particularly  in  our  religion.  The 
Greek  boxer  disciplined  himself  and 
concentrated  on  his  target  just  to 
win  a  crown  of  laurel  leaves  and 
the  esteem  of  the  sports  fans.  Paul 
called  it  the  “corruptible  crown." 
Now,  he  says,  we  Christians  should 
do  the  same  to  win  the  “incorrupt¬ 
ible  crown.”  In  another  place  he 
calls  it  the  “crown  of  righteous¬ 
ness.” 

Directness  of  purpose,  discipline, 
wins  in  the  boxing  ring.  It  also  wins 
in  the  larger  ring  of  every  day  life, 
including  the  spiritual. 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Reflected  Glory 

One  of  the  beauties  of  winter, 
especially  in  a  small  town,  is  the 
sunset.  With  no  tall  buildings  to 
obstruct  the  view,  and  with  the  at¬ 
mosphere  free  from  mist  or  smog, 
there  is  an  extra  special  quality  of 
glory  in  the  going  down  of  the  sun. 
I  even  wrote  a  poem  about  it  once! 

During  the  shortest  days  of  the 
year  one  can  see  the  sun  go  down 
sometimes  before  he  leaves  his  of¬ 
fice.  That  is  what  happened  to  me 
in  late  December.  Rising  from  my 
chair  to  leave  the  office  for  the  day, 
I  stopped  to  look  out  of  the  west 
window  for  a  final  visit  with  my 
friend,  Old  Sol.  There  was  some¬ 
thing  special  about  this  sunset.  A 
tall  rice  mill  and  dryer  stands  at 
the  edge  of  my  town.  The  angle  was 
just  right  for  the  sun  to  shine  in 
the  windows  of  the  drier  and  re¬ 
flect  across  the  town  to  my  office 
window.  There  was  a  temporary 
picture  of  breath-taking  beauty. 
Every  window  in  that  side  of  the 
building  had  caught  a  small  image 
of  the  sun  and  I  saw  a  hundred 
small  reflections  of  the  golden  sun¬ 
set.  It  only  lasted  for  a  few  min¬ 
utes,  but  for  that  short  time  I  was 
able  to  see  in  every  window  a  small 
reproduction  of  the  sun’s  glory. 
While  I  stood  there  the  light  slowly 
went  out  of  the  windows  as  the  sun 
sank  behind  the  western  trees. 

Reflected  glory  is  never  the  real 
thing,  but  it  still  is  a  message  from 
the  real  thing.  We  cannot  reflect 
the  total  glory  of  God  any  more 
than  one  of  those  windows  can  im¬ 


pound  the  total  glory  of  a  winter 
sunset.  But  in  the  short  span  of  our 
lives  we  can  catch  and  hold  for  a 
while  a  small  measure  of  His  glory 
for  others  to  see.  It  isn’t  that  we 
shall  be  the  true  glory.  But  we 
can  point  others  toward  God  with 
our  reflection  of  His  glory.  Jesus 
urged  His  followers  to  let  their 
lights  shine  so  that  others  could  be 
encouraged  to  give  glory  to  God. 
One  interesting  observation  is  that 
Jesus  did  not  tell  His  followers  that 
their  entry  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God  was  dependent  on  the  length 
of  time  that  their  lights  would 
shine.  He  only  wanted  them  to 
shine.  Of  course  we  shall  not  have 
more  than  a  very  short  span  of  re¬ 
flection,  since  the  days  of  our  years 
are  usually  three  score  and  ten. 

The  apostle  Paul  wrote  in  his 
first  letter  to  the  Corinthians  that 
“Now  we  look  into  a  dim  mirror.” 
Human  weaknesses  and  frailties  of¬ 
ten  cause  the  mirrors  of  our  lives 
to  be  darkened.  The  dust  of  care¬ 
lessness  and  selfishness  becloud  the 
glass  so  that  we  have  a  hard  job 
trying  to  catch  the  glory  of  God  for 
our  own  souls’  sake.  To  hold  up 
our  mirrors  for  others  to  see  some¬ 
times  does  little  good,  since  there 
is  little  reflection  to  be  seen,  due 
to  the  clouding  on  the  surface  of 
our  mirrors.  In' fact,  there  is  no  re¬ 
flection  at  all  unless  we  turn  the 
mirrors  of  our  lives  to  the  proper 
angle  that  will  catch  the  light  of 
God’s  glory  and  in  turn  shine  it  into 
the  lives  of  our  fellow  man.  Re¬ 
flection  simply  back  to  God  is  not 
as  important  to  Him  as  reflection 
at  the  angle  that  will  cause  it  to 
shine  in  the  lives  of  others.  It  can 
be  that  even  with  our  poor  reflec¬ 
tions  we  can  light  the  life  of  some¬ 
one  who  at  that  time  was  terribly 
in  need  of  any  kind  of  light. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons:  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  February  1,  1959:  TWO  KINDS  OF  CITIZENSHIP 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  22:15-22,  MARK  12:13-17.  LES¬ 
SON  TEXT,  LUKE  20:19-26. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Render  to 
God  the  things  that  are  God’s. 


We  are  now  studying  incidents  in  the  life  of 
Christ  on  the  “day  of  questioning”  in  Passion 
Week.  On  this  day  various  groups  came  to  Je¬ 
sus  with  pointed  questions.  It  was  not  that  they 
wanted  to  learn  something  from  the  Master. 
Each  group  posed  a  question  with  the  hope  that 
Jesus  would  answer  in  a  manner  that  would 
either  involve  Him  with  the  Roman  government 
or  discredit  Him  with  His  followers. 

Last  week  the  question  was  raised  regarding 
the  right  or  authority  of  Jesus  to  act  as  a  leader 
and  teacher  of  the  Jews.  Instead  of  confusing 
and  embarrassing  Jesus,  the  question  “boom- 
eranged”  and  it  was  the  'Jewish  leaders  them¬ 
selves  who  were  embarrassed  and  discredited 
while  the  prestige  and  popularity  of  Jesus,  with 
the  masses,  was  greater  than  before. 

The  failure  of  the  enemies  of  Jesus,  with 
their  question  regarding  His  authority  did  not 
discourage  them.  In  a  matter  of  minutes,  hours 
at  most,  they  were  back  before  Jesus  with  anoth¬ 
er  question  which  they  thought  would  put  Jesus 
in  a  dilemma  from  which  He  could  not  escape 
without  being  hurt.  This  time  they  raised  the 
question,  of  intense  interest  to  the  Jews,  re¬ 
garding  the  justice  and  propriety  of  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  paying  taxes  into  the  treasury  of  Rome. 

Friends  and  Enemies  of  Jesus 

Our  lesson  text  tells  us  that  what  the  enemies 
of  Jesus  wanted  to  do  was  to  “lay  hands”  on 
Him.  Hating  and  fearing  Christ  as  they  did,  they 
dared  not  make  a  frontal,  physical  attack  on 
Jesus  because  “they  feared  the  people.” 

Powerful  and  influential  as  the  Temple  au¬ 
thorities  were,  they  were  unable  to  prevent  Je¬ 
sus  from  having  a  great  following  in  Jerusalem. 
This  multitude  was  not  conspicious  with  its 
open  support  of  Jesus  but,  possibly  unconscious¬ 
ly,  it  was  furnishing  a  protecting  shield  about 
Jesus  with  its  friendship.  It  is  doubtful  if  the 
masses  knew  of  the  murderous  intent  of  the 
Temple  leaders.  However,  the  great  reservoir  of 
good  will  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  made  it 
necessary  for  the  Jewish  leaders  to  make  an  in¬ 
direct  attack  on  Jesus  with  the  aid  of  the  Roman 
government.  They  wanted  Jesus  killed,  but  were 
afraid  to  stone  Him  to  death,  as  they  later  did 
Stephen,  because  “they  feared  the  people.” 

Being  subjects  of  Rome,  the  Jewish  authori¬ 
ties  did  not  have  the  power  to  impose  the  death 
sentence  legally.  Since  they  would  be  unsatis¬ 
fied  with  anything  less  than  the  death  of  Jesus, 
.they  were  trying  desperately  to  get  Jesus  to  say 
something  or  do  something  which  would  enable 
them  to  make  capital  charges  against  Him  in  the 
courts  of  Rome. 

Jews  Condemned  By  Pointed  Parable 

In  Luke’s  Gospel  only  a  parable  by  Jesus 
separates  the  question  about  His  authority,  which 
we  studied  last  Sunday,  and  the  question  we 
are  to  study  today  about  taxes  for  Caesar.  That 
parable,  however,  only  increased  the  hatred  and 
vicious  purposes  held  by  the  enemies  of  Jesus. 
The  •  first  verse  of  our  lesson  text  today  says, 
“The  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  .  .  .  feared  the 
people  for  they  perceived  that  he  had  spoken 
the  parable  against  them.” 

The  parable  Jesus  spoke  was  about  an  owner 
of  a  vineyard  who,  on  going  away,  let  his  vine¬ 
yard  out  to  husbandmen.  On  three  different  oc¬ 
casions  he  sent  a  servant  to  collect  rental  on  the 
vineyard.  Each  time  the  servant  was  mistreated 
and  sent  back  empty-handed.  Finally  the  owner 
of  the  vineyard  decided  to  send  his  son  saying, 
“they  will  reverence  him.”  Instead  the  husband- 


Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar’s  and  to 
LUKE  20:25  (RSV) 

men  decided  to  kill  the  son  and  heir  and  make 
the  vineyard  their  own.  Jesus  then  asked  the 
question,  in  the  parable,  “What  therefore  shall 
the  lord  of  the  vineyard  do  unto  them?  He  shall 
come  and  destroy  these  husbandmen,  and  shall 
give  the  vineyard  to  others.” 

So  clear  and  understandable  was  this  parable 
that  Jewish  leaders  knew,  when  it  was  finished, 
that  Jesus  was  predicting  the  end  of  their  God- 
given  opportunities.  They  had  mistreated  the 
prophets  and  rejected  their  messages  and  they 
knew  the  purpose  of  their  hearts  to  kill  Jesus. 
Nevertheless,  in  blind  fury  they  continued  fheir 
plans  to  destroy  Jesus. 

A  Deliberate  Wicked  Plan  To  Destroy  Jesus 

The  Jewish  leaders  saw  themselves  in  the 
parable  as  clearly  as  if  they  were  standing  be¬ 
fore  a  looking  glass.  However,  the  vision  did  not 
change  their  wicked  purpose.  Instead,  our  les¬ 
son  text  tells  us,  “They  watched  him,  and  sent 
spies,  who  pretended  to  be  sincere,  that  they 
might  take  hold  of  what  he  said  so  as  to  deliver 
Him  up  to  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
governor.”  (RSV)  They  were  a  part  of  a  plot, 
through  spies  and  hypocrites,  to  “take  hold  of 
what  he  said”  as  a  witness  against  Him. 

These  spies  “pretending  to  be  sincere”  began 
their  attack  on  Jesus  with  superficial  flattery. 
They  called  Jesus,  Master,  and  declared  that 
they  knew  He  taught  rightly  without  regard  to 
persons  and  that  in  His  teachings  He  was  de¬ 
claring  “the  way  of  God  truly.” 

They  seemed  to  think,  by  such  fawning  flat¬ 
tery  that  they  could  turn  the  head  of  even  Christ 
Himself.  They  did  not  know  how  clearly  He 
understood  their  weak  efforts.  Flattery,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  is  a  dangerous  weapon.  In  flattery  one 
hears  what  he  wants  people  to  believe  about  him 
and  is  foolish  enough  to  think  they  are  sincere 
in  their  flattery.  He  deceives  himself  into  think¬ 
ing  he  has  deceived  others. 

Enemies  Ask  Jesus  A  Tricky  Question 
The  asking  of  cleverly  planned  questions  was 
one  of  the  common  methods  of  discussion  and 
argument  in  that  early  day.  Clever,  loaded  ques¬ 
tions  are  still  in  common  use,  especially  in 
courts,  for  such  purposes. 

When  the  enemies  of  Jesus  felt  that,  by  their 
flattery,  they  had  conditioned  Jesus  for  a  foolish, 
irresponsible  answer,  they  asked  Him  one  of  the 
most  cleverly  devised  questions  on  record.  They 
felt  that  Jesus  could  not  refuse  to  answer  their 
question  since  it  was  so  vitally  connected  with 
Jewish  life.  Furthermore  they  had  so  worded 
their  question  that  they  were  sure  that  Jesus 
would  destroy  Himself,  by  His  answer,  which¬ 
ever  horn  of  the  dilemma  He  chose  to  take. 

The  question  asked  was,  “Is  it  lawful  for  us 
to  give  tribute  to  Caesar,  or  not?”  They  thought 
their  question  would  necessarily  be  answered 
by  a  yes  or  no.  If  Jesus  said  “Yes,  pay  tribute 
to  Caesar,”  they  knew  that  He  would  lose  His 
place  of  leadership  and  popularity  with  the 
masses.  It  was  a  bitter,  galling,  enraging  ex¬ 
perience  every  time  a  Jew  was  forced  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  Roman  domination  by  paying  taxes 
to  Rome.  Freedom  from  such  foreign  rule  was 
one  of  the  first  things  they  expected  the  Messiah 
to  bring  to  pass.  If  Jesus  had  advised  paying 
taxes  to  Rome,  the  masses  no  longer  would  have 
thought  of  Him  as  the  Messiah.  That  would  have 
been  one  way  of  destroying  the  influence  of  Je¬ 
sus  among  the  Jews. 

If  Jesus  had  said,  “No,  do  not  pay  taxes  to 
Caesar,”  they  would  have  at  once  reported  Him 


to  Roman  authorities  as  one  guilty  of  treason  to 
government.  The  Roman  authorities  would  have 
made  short  work  of  such  a  person. 

So  it  was  that  the  Jews  expected  their 
shrewd,  tricky  question  to  be  the  end  of  the  way 
for  Jesus  as  a  Jewish  leader.  The  thing  they  did 
not  realize  was  that  they  were  trying  to  match 
human  wisdom  with  divine  knowledge,  which  is 
like  trying  to  match  the  blinding  light  of  the 
sun  with  the  light  of  a  flickering  candle. 

Christ's  Immortal  Answer 

We  said  above  that  the  Jews  asked  Jesus  one 
of  the  most  cleverly  devised  questions  on  record. 
Let  it  be  said  also  that  the  answer  Jesus  gave 
to  that  question  was  not  merely  the  most  clever 
answer  on  record,  it  was  an  answer  which  bore 
the  stamp  of  a  divine  wisdom  which  could  not 
be  matched  by  human  ingenuity. 

Jesus  asked  to  be  shown  a  penny,  which  was 
one  of  the  pieces  of  money  the  Jews  used  in 
trade.  In  answer  to  His  question  they  were 
forced  to  acknowledge  that  the  very  money  they 
used  bore  the  inscription  of  Caesar.  Jesus  then 
gave  His  immortal  answer  to  their  well  planned 
question.  Jesus  said,  “Render  therefore  unto 
Caesar  the  things  which  be  Caesar’s  and  unto 
God  the  things  which  be  God’s.” 

The  trap  which  was  supposed  to  catch  Jesus 
had  been  sprung  but  He  was  not  in  it.  The  an¬ 
swer  of  Jesus  was  so  matter  of  fact,  so  practical, 
so  reasonable  and  so  final  that  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  else  His  enemies  could  say  on  the  subject. 
This  well-planned  effort  to  discredit  or  destroy 
Jesus  so  completely  failed  that  the  enemies  of 
Jesus  again  stood  in  His  presence  embarrassed, 
discredited  and,  at  least  temporarily,  defeated. 
Jesus,  the  matchless  Teacher,  was  still  the  un¬ 
questioned  leader  of  the  masses  about  Him.  Je¬ 
sus  did  not  evade  the  question.  He  answered  it 
sg  perfectly  and  effectively  that  there  was  no 
room  for  further  questions  on  the  subject.  The 
Jewish  leaders  did  not  have  further  comment. 

We  Too  Have  A  Double  Responsibility 

Jesus  said  to  those  about  Him  and  to  the  un¬ 
born  generations  of  earth  that  men  are  citizens 
of  two  worlds  while  living  here. 

(1)  We  are  citizens  of  the  material  and  polit¬ 
ical  world  in  which  we  live.  This  citizenship 
carries  with  it  responsibilities  and  obligations 
which  we  must  meet  if  we  are  to  be  accounted 
good  citizens  in  this  world.  Paul  says  in  Romans 
13:1,  “Let  every  person  be  subject  to  the  govern¬ 
ing  authorities.  For  there  is  no  authority  except 
from  God,  and  those  that  exist  have  been  insti¬ 
tuted  of  God.” 

The  Bible  never  justifies  disobedience  of 
governmental  laws  unless  we  sincerely  believe 
that  the  law  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God. 
Paul  says  that  the  powers  that  govern  us  “have 
been  instituted  of  God.”  It  may  be  a  comforting 
thought,  sometimes,  to  believe  that  someone, 
other  than  ourselves,  is  responsible  for  the  men 
in  authority  who  govern  us.  Nevertheless,  a 
good  citizen  obeys  the  law  of  the  land. 

(2)  We  are  also  citizens  of  a  spiritual  world 
while  we  live  here.  That  citizenship  also  carries 
with  it  responsibilities  and  obligations  which  we 
must  meet  if  we  are  to  be  good  citizens  of  this 
spiritual  world. 

It  is  our  responsibility  today,  just  as  truly  as 
it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  people  to  whom 
Jesus  was  talking,  to  “Render  to  Caesar  the 
things  that  are  Caesar’s  and  to  God  the  things 
that  are  God’s.”  Sometimes  these  services  are 
distinct,  sometimes  they  overlap.  We  pay  tribute 
to  Caesar  because  of  law;  we  pay  tribute  to 
Christ  because  of  love. 

Enemies  of  Jesus  Confounded 

The  closing  clause  in  our  lesson  text  reads, 
“And  they  marvelled  at  his  answer,  and  held 
their  peace.”  These  words  are  akin  to  those  we 
find  at  the  close  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
where  it  says  “The  people  were  astonished  at 
his  doctrine.”  They  are  akin  to  the  words  of 
John  7:46.  Officers  of  the  chief  priests  and 
Pharisees  had  been  sent  to  arrest  Jesus.  They 
came  back  without  Him.  When  asked,  “Why 
have  ye  not  brought  Him?”  their  answer  was, 
“Never  man  spake  like  this  man.” 

In  each  of  the  three  Gospels  recording  this 
incident  we  are  told  the  enemies  of  Jesus  “mar¬ 
veled”  at  his  answer.  The  enemies  of  Jesus  at 
least  did  one  sensible  thing  in  the  presence  of 
such  wisdom,  they  “held  their  peace.”  There  are 
often  times  when  the  wisest  thing  we  can  do  is 
to  say  nothing. 
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CHARLES  DUKE,  manager  of  Moisant  Inter¬ 
national  Airport,  New  Orleans,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
on  Monday,  Jan.  5.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

QTUDENT  RECOGNITION  DAY  was  observed 
kj  at  Epps-Floyd  Methodist  Churches  on  Dec. 
29.  Students  taking  part  at  Epps  Church  were 
Misses  Jackie  Thorpe,  Jeanne  Sealy  and  Glenda 
Thrower.  Those  at  Floyd  Church  were  Mrs.  Larry 
Crowe  and  Miss  Joy  Holley.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Will- 
banks  is  pastor  of  the  Epps-Floyd  Charge. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  pastor  of  the  Car¬ 
rollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  is 
still  somewhat  of  a  celebrity  since  his  recent  trip 
to  South  America.  He  has  shown  his  slides  and 
told  of  his  trip  at  nearly  sixty  different  churches 
and  other  organizations,  since  his  evangelistic 
tour  to  Bolivia,  Chile  and  Peru. 

DR.  JOSEPH  H.  QUILLIAN,  professor  of 
Homiletics  in  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
S.M.U.,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning 
worship  service  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  25.  Dr. 
Quillian  is  a  member  of  the  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence.  Dr.  Quillian  joined  the  faculty  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Sept.  1954.  Dr.  J..  Henry 
Bowdon,  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Carrollton  Church. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  Elysian  Fields 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  presented 
a  cantata,  “The  Song  of  Christmas”  by  Roy  Ring- 
wald,  to  a  capacity  congregation  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  Dec.  21.  The  cantata  was  the  feature  of  a 
program  of  Christmas  music  presented  by  the 
four  choral  groups  of  the  church.  George  Chris¬ 
tensen,  Minister  of  Music,  directed  the  Chancel 
Choir;  Miss  Judy  Elliott  directed  the  Chapel 
Choir;  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Cooper  was  the  organist. 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  RUSTON  DISTRICT  PARSONETTES  met 
at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Jan.  8, 
at  11:00  o’clock.  The  Parsonettes  from  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  were  guests.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Monroe  District  Parsonettes,  intro¬ 
duced  Mrs.  Judy  Harris,  who  showed  slides  and 
spoke  on  her  visit  to  the  World’s  Fair  and  recent 
tour  of  Europe.  Mrs.  Judy  Harris  is  the  daughter 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Harris  of  Monroe.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Peyton  is  president  of  the  Ruston  Par¬ 
sonettes,  and  Mrs.  Melonea  Conerly  is  the  re¬ 
porter.  Dr.  Virgil  Morris  is  pastor  of  the  host 
church. 

AS  A  PART  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  PRO¬ 
GRAM  between  now  and  March  15,  different 
Sunday  School  Classes  and  groups  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  at  the  evening  worship  services  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches.  A  regis¬ 


tration  count  will  be  taken  at  each  service.  A 
visitation  of  the  church  families  has  just  been 
completed  by  the  Adult  and  Young  People’s  De¬ 
partments  encouraging  the  use  of  talents  in 
church  work  and  regular  attendance  in  worship 
services.  This  program  was  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commission  of  Membership  and  Evangel¬ 
ism,  composed  of  Dr.  Leo  Allbritten,  C.  V.  Cocke, 
Finley  Carroll,  Mrs.  Herschel  Sandefur,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cecil  Gray,  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Bostick.  Rev. 
George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  De- 
Ridder,  observed  Watch  Night  with  an  ap¬ 
propriate  program  for  the  evening.  Following 
a  Family  Night  supper,  the  eighteen  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  were  honored,  and  presented 
to  the  congregation.  A  time  of  singing  and  fel¬ 
lowship  followed,  after  which  the  film,  “Does 
Christ  Live  in  Your  Home?”,  was  shown.  A 
service  in  the  sanctuary,  climaxed  by  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  Holy  Communion,  ended  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  evening.  Those  present  enjoyed  the 
fun  and  fellowship,  and  according  to  a  report 
from  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  the  evening 
was  a  source  of  blessing  to  all. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  MISSIONS  and  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  spon¬ 
sored  a  Church-wide  School  of  Missions  entitled 
“Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii.”  The  school 
started  on  Sunday,  Jan.  11,  and  will  continue 
through  Feb.  8  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
Church.  Mrs.  Lucille  Durham,  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Missions,  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Taylor, 
president  of  the  W.S.C.S.,  have  extended  a  wel¬ 
come  to  the  entire  membership  of  the  church,  as 
well  as  the  general  public.  Various  age  groups 
are  being  led  by  the  following  well  qualified 
teachers:  Adult  teacher,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen,  the 
pastor;  Intermediate  teachers,  Mmes.  Doris  Smith 
and  Net  Evans;  Children’s  teachers,  Mmes.  Ruth 
Bragg  and  Floyd  Ferrington. 

AT  THE  VESPER  SERVICE  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  21,  Mrs.  Warren  L.  Constant  presented 
a  Christmas  Carol-Cantata  featuring  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Choirs.  The  title  of  the  Cantata  was, 
“Christ  Is  Born,”  by  John  E.  Boalt.  Those  having 
solo  parts  were:  Donna  Tebow,  Dianne  Coch¬ 
ran,  Sandra  Goodell,  Gayle  French  and  Linn 
Caraway.  Others  taking  part  in  the  Cantata 
were:  John  Earles,  Sue  Carol  Campbell,  Nina 
French,  Barbara  McCoy,  Patricia  Earles,  Billy 
Tebow,  Sheryl  Thayer,  Sue  Couvillion,  Susan 
Blankenship,  Walter  Earnest,  Martha  Compton, 
David  Mayer,  Rocky  Couvillion,  Byrns  Eves, 
Paula  Barron,  Carol  Sue  Richie,  Geraldine  Coch¬ 
ran,  Sara  Beth  Eakin,  who  gave  the  Introduction, 
and  Bobbie  Gail  McIntyre.  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


A  CHURCH- WIDE  SCHOOL  OF  MISSIONS  is 
being  held  at  the  McGuire  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe.  Theme  for  the  school  is  “Con¬ 
cerns  of  North  American  Neighbors,  with  spe¬ 
cial  emphasis  being  placed  upon  areas  now  in 
the  news — Alaska,  Cuba,  Hawaii  and  Mexico.  The 
school  which  began  on  Jan.  11  will  continue  each 
Sunday  evening  through  Feb.  15,  with  guest 
speakers,  a  panel  discussion,  and  films  to  be  used 
at  various  times.  Leaders  for  the  groups  are  as 
follows:  Kindergarten  and  Nursery,  Mrs.  Don¬ 
ald  Elliott;  Primary,  Mrs.  Alvin  Knight,  Mrs. 
T.  W.  English,  Mrs.  Carey  Cheek,  Jr.;  Mrs.  W. 
P.  Morrow,  Mrs.  M.  L.  DeFreese,  Mrs.  Alvin 
Arledge,  Miss  Linda  Lavender;  Junior  High,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Clar,  Mrs.  Elaine  Newton,  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Woodcock;  Adults,  Mrs.  Walter  Halbert. 
Mrs.  Donald  Elliott  is  reporter,  and  Rev.  Don 
Wineinger  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

GEORGE  MONCRIEF  is  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Fellowship  Class  of  the 
Caddo  Heights  Methodist  Church.  Elected  to 
serve  with  Mr.  Moncrief  were:  Mrs.  Esther  Hig¬ 
gins,  vice  president;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Simmons,  Jr., 
second  vice  president;  Mrs.  F.  C.  Dennington, 
secretary-treasurer;  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Denton,  re¬ 
porter.  The  Fellowship  Class  held  its  annual 
Christmas  dinner  on  Dec.  15  with  39  present. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  opened  the 
meeting  with  a  prayer.  Guests  were  introduced 
and  welcomed  by  the  president  of  the  Class, 
Charles  Orton.  Clyde  Black  was  re-elected 
teacher  of  the  Class,  and  James  Harp  was  re¬ 
elected  associate  teacher.  Christmas  gifts,  from 
the  class,  were  presented  to  the  Class  Teachers, 
after  which  they  expressed  their  thanks  for  the 
gifts,  and  appreciation  to  the  outgoing  officers. 
Mrs.  Esther  Higgins  entertained  the  group  with 
two  very  interesting  Christmas  readings.  Mrs. 
Andrews  told  some  humorous  Christmas  stories. 
The  meeting  was  dismissed  with  a  prayer  by 
R.  S.  Moncrief. 
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Check  your  mailing  label  for  expira¬ 
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about  The  Methodist  Church,  inspira¬ 
tion  by  qualified  writers,  and  news 
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Shreveport  Church 
Holds  Open  House 
In  Educational  Bldg. 


New  temporary  sanctuary  of  the  Port  Allen  Methodist  Church 


Port  Allen  Church 
Has  First  Service 
In  New  Building 

The  Port  Allen  Methodist  Church 
congregation  held  their  first  service 
in  the  recently  completed  new 
building  Sunday,  December  7th.  A 
service  of  consecration  was  held  at 
that  time  with  the  Rev.  E.  W.  San- 
del,  officiating.  Also  present  and 
taking  part  in  the  opening  service 
were  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  and  Rev.  Harris  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  who  represented  the  Na¬ 
tion  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Port  Allen  Methodist  Church  was 
begun  as  a  mission  in  1954  and  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Corry. 
The  initial  meetings  were  held  in 
the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
churches.  Through  the  aid  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Board,  the 
church  secured  the  present  church 
site  at  the  corner  of  Rosedale  and 
Jefferson  Ave.,  across  the  street 
from  the  Port  Allen  High  School. 

Rev.  Corry  has  since  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley, 
the  Rev.  William  Prater,  the  Rev. 
David  Moore,  the  Rev.  John  Keller 
and  the  Rev.  Sandel,  who  is  the 
first  residential  preacher  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  church. 

Initial  investigations  began  in 
September  of  1957  showed  that  with 
the  influx  of  industry,  and  the  re¬ 
sulting  growth  of  the  Port  Allen 
area,  the  church  required  a  larger 
and  more  permanent  sanctuary.  The 
church  planning  committee  began 
considering  the  possibilities  of 
building  a  new  church. 

The  new  building  completed  at 
present  is  designed  as  the  tempo¬ 
rary  sanctuary  and  will  eventually 
serve  as  an  educational  building  in 
the  over-all  planning.  The  long- 
range  program  includes  a  perma¬ 
nent  sanctuary  to  be  built  on  the 
same  lot  as  the  new  building. 

The  new  building  contains  a  large 
fellowship  hall,  with  a  partition 
which  will  allow  for  an  overflow 
crowd  and  seat  100  persons.  Four 
Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  Pas¬ 


tor’s  study  are  also  contained  in  the 
structure.  The  old  building  will  be 
renovated  and  used  as  a  nursery. 
The  new  structure  is  constructed  of 
rough  multi-color  brick  with  a  red 
wood  front.  A  large  white  cross  is 
centered  on  the  front  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  interior  is  finished  in  beige 
tones. 

Architects  for  the  new  education¬ 
al  building  were  Mr.  Rodger  Guis- 
singer  and  Mr.  Robert  Windham  of 
Baton  Rouge.  They  donated  all  of 
their  work  to  the  church,  without 
charge.  Mr.  Guissinger  was  present 


for  the  opening  services.  Also  pres¬ 
ent  was  Mr.  Walter  Brock  of  the 
Board  of  Missions. 

Now  that  adequate  facilities  are 
available  a  full  program  is  being 
offered  by  the  church.  In  addition 
to  Sunday  School,  with  classes  for 
all  age  groups  and  a  Morning  Wor¬ 
ship  program,  a  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  preceded  by  a  Snack 
Time,  and  a  Sunday  Evening  Ser¬ 
vice  have  been  organized.  A  Choir 
has  been  organized  and  we  have  a 
very  active  W.S.C.S.  and  Methodist 
Men’s  Club. 


Services  marking  the  formal  op¬ 
ening  of  an  addition  to  educational 
facilities  at  North  Highlands  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  were 
held  Sunday,  January  11.  Speakers 
for  the  occasion  were  the  Rev.  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  Shreveport  district  sup¬ 
erintendent;  and  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Koelemay,  a  former  pastor  and  now 
of  Many,  Louisiana.  Open  House  in 
the  afternoon  featured  a  brief  cake¬ 
cutting  ceremony  celebrating  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  church.  Rev.  Mr.  Harper 
spoke  at  the  8:30  and  10:50  morning 
services.  Rev.  Mr.  Koelemay  spoke 
at  the  7:00  o’clock  evening  hour. 
The  new  addition  is  a  second  story 
on  the  education  building.  Com¬ 
pleted  at  a  cost  of  $45,000,  it  pro¬ 
vides  4000  square  feet  of  church 
school  class  rooms. 

North  Highlands  Methodist  was 
organized  February  18,  1949  with 
44  charter  members.  In  August  of 
this  year,  contract  was  let  for  an 
initial  unit  of  the  present  plant. 
Opening  services  were  held  in  the 
new  building  December  18,  1949.  In 
1950  a  parsonage  was  constructed 
at  3854  Eddy  Place  and  occupied 
New  Year’s  Day,  1951.  Two  years 
later  an  education  building  was 
erected  and  church  school  classes 
moved  in  September  11.  At  the  close 
of  the  conference  year  in  1954,  the 
church  reported  247  members  and 
an  annual  expenditure  of  $20,000. 
The  present  addition  was  begun  last 
September.  Church  membership 
now  exceeds  400  and  annual  expen¬ 
ditures  for  operation  and  building 
costs  are  approximately  $30,000. 
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Formal  opening  services  for  the  new  educational 
building  of  the  North  Highlands  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  were  held  on  Sunday,  January  11. 


Open  House  for  the  new  building  was  held  in  the 
afternoon  and,  also,  celebrated  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  church. 
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The  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Senior  High  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  at  First  Methodist  Church  in  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  along  with  their  coun¬ 
selors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Smith;  Pastor,  Cecil  R.  Culver,  and  Director  of 
J Christian  Education,  Barbara  McDaniel  had  their  semi-annual  planning 
retreat  at  Epes,  Louisiana,  on  December  5  and  6. 

The  schedule  included  recreation,  planning,  roundtable  discussion, 
worship  and  of  course  eating. 

Highlights  planned  for  the  next  six  months  include:  programs  on 
"Living  Religions  of  the  World"  "What  Methodists  Believe  and  Why?", 
"The  Work  of  the  Sub-District,"  exchange  program  with  Smackover;  activ¬ 
ities  consisting  of  a  series  of  open  house,  bicycle  hike,  all  day  picnic.  Senior 
banquet,  youth  family  night;  projects  in  progress — tray  decorations  for  hos¬ 
pital  trays,  tables  graces  to  be  placed  in  restaurants.  Fellowship  teams  to 
smaller  churches,  and  providing  a  file  for  devotional  material. 

The  officers  are  Bobby  Lecky,  president;  Charles  Dunlap,  vice-president; 
Nancy  Hamilton,  secretary;  Ross  Anderson,  treasurer;  Sharon  Herring,  out¬ 
reach;  Diane  Adams,  fellowship;  Ann  Helm,  citizenship;  Kay  Bible  and  Mary 
Audrey  Shepperd,  faith;  Jeannie  Mann,  witness;  Gale  Sinnott,  publicity • 
John  Ralston,  scrapbook;  Becky  Zwahlen,  pianist;  Gary  Haas,  usher;  Butchie 
McCus'rtion,  song  leader;  Eddie  Adams,  freshman  class  president;  Trip 
Larzelers,  sophomore  class  president;  Mike  Reese,  junior  class  president; 
and  Kenneth  Cook,  senior  class  president. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


A  Methodist  Christian 

If  the  proverbial  Man  from  Mars 
would  drop  in  on  your  community 
from  the  latest  arrived  interplane¬ 
tary  rocket  one  of  these  days,  and 
were  to  inquire  of  you  just  how  you 
can  tell  a  Methodist  Christian  from 
anyone  else,  how  would  you  an¬ 
swer  him?  How  could  you  describe 
to  th'is  visitor  from  outer  space  what 
we  who  are  Christians  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  tradition  look  and  act  like? 

Well,  strangely  enough  this  was 
a  problem  faced  by  a  Chinese  ban¬ 
dit  in  pre-war  China.  A  pre-war 
representative  of  the  United  States 
government  in  China,  Mr.  Julean 
Arnold,  told  of  this  bandit  who  was 
injured  in  an  encounter  with  gov¬ 
ernment  soldiers.  He  was  taken  to 
a  Methodist  missionary  hospital 
with  his  broken  leg.  Over  a  period 
of  weeks  he  recovered  from  this 
and  other'  injuries,  under  the  care 
and  help  of  the  Methodists  in  the 
hospital.  He  left  the  hospital  re¬ 
stored  to  normal  physical  health. 
His  gratitude  knew  no  bounds  to 
his  benefactors  who  had  nursed  him 
back  to  health.  He  was  so  grateful 
that  he  vowed  he  would  never 
again  hold  up  a  Methodist. 

He  went  back  to  his  professional 
career  as  a  bandit.  Word  of  his  vow 
spread.  Every  victim  protested  he 
was  a  Methodist  and  the  bandit 
made  good  on  his  vow  and  refused 
to  take  his  money  and  possessions. 
But  soon  he  realized  that  he  him¬ 
self  was  being  “taken”  by  all  these 
pseudo-Methodists.  They  knew 
Methodism  only  as  a  pass-word  to 
relieve  them  from  his  robbery  of 


them.  So  he  returned  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  to  find  out  how  he  could  dis¬ 
tinguish  a  Methodist  when  he  met 
one.  He  didn’t  indicate  why  he 
needed  this  means  of  identification. 
He  simply  inquired  how  you  could 
tell  just  who  is  and  who  isn’t  a 
Methodist! 

His  informants  told  him  that  a 
Methodist  would  always  know  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments.  Efficient  bandit  that  he 
was,  he  memorized  these  “Method¬ 
ist  characteristics”  in  Chinese.  The 
next  time  he  encountered  a  poten¬ 
tial  victim,  the  bandit  exclaimed: 
“You  recite  the  Ten  Commandments 
and  the  Lord’s  Prayer  or  heaven 
help  the  spirits  of  your  ancestors.” 

Well,  many  a  youth  would  be 
joining  his  ancestors  if  these  were 
the  alternatives  offered  him.  He 
could  make  it  through  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  but  how  about  the  Com¬ 
mandments?  And  anyway,  is  that 
the  distinguishing  mark  of  a  good 
Methodist  Christian?  Important  as 
these  two  expressions  of  faith  and 
life  really  are  they  can  often  be¬ 
come  simply  signs  and  symbols  of 
a  superficial  nature — we  conform  to 
them  in  terms  of  verbalizing  them, 
but  to  memorize  them  is  hardly  the 
same  as  seeking  to  live  by  their 
spirit.  I  heard  a  great  Christian 
leader  once  say  he  could  never  pray 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  at  one  prayer 
time— it  took  him  at  least  an  hour 
to  pray  one  phrase.  And  the  Com¬ 
mandments  are  important  only  as 
they  express  the  basis  by  which  we 
conduct  the  activities  as  well  as  the 
attitudes  of  our  lives. 

Good  question  though!  How  do 
you  tell  a  Methodist  Christian  when 
you  see  one?  MYF  pin,  enough? 
Regular  attendant  in  services, 
enough?  Daily  prayer  and  Bible 
reading,  enough?  It’s  worth  think¬ 
ing  about,  and  doing  something 
about,  don’t  you  agree? 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Ponchaioula 

The  M.Y.F.  of  Wesley  Chapel, 
Ponchatoula,  La.  has  purchased  a 
Hammond  organ  to  be  used  in  the 
new  sanctuary,  which  will  be  ready 
for  use  on  Easter  Sunday. 

This  group  has  been  having  proj¬ 
ects  since  June,  1958  to  raise  all  but 
$245.00  of  the  purchase  price.  Its 
main  project  was  the  using  of  the 
old  square  nails  from  the  old  sanc¬ 
tuary,  which  was  over  100  years 
old.  These  nails  were  sent  as  souve¬ 
nirs  to  all  members,  former  mem¬ 
bers,  former  pastors,  district  super¬ 
intendents,  and  friends. 

Youth  of  the  church  were  also  in 
charge  of  the  Christmas  program, 
which  was  held  Sunday  night,  De¬ 
cember  21. 

Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Mots  Bluff 

The  Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church, 
M.Y.F.  of  Lake  Charles,  La.  pub¬ 
lished  the  first  anniversary  edition 
of  its  monthly  newspaper  on  De¬ 
cember  22. 

This  newspaper,  “Trumpeter”,  is 
mailed  to  all  the  church  families 
and  the  district  superintendent  each 
month. 

Staff  of  the  newspaper  is  Nancy 
Adams,  editor;  Carole  Dean,  assis¬ 
tant  editor;  Patsy  Livingston,  com¬ 
munity  news  editor;  Virginia  Mayo, 
church  news  editor;  Jay  Borman, 
sports  editor;  and  Judy  Mayo,  typ¬ 
ist. 
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The  Ft.  Smith  District  Workshop  on  "The  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  Beyond  The  Local  Church"  was  held 
January  2-3  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith. 
The  Workshop  was  attended  by  The  Paul  E.  Martin, 


Seba-Scott,  Mt.  Magazine  and  the  Arkansas  Valley 
Sub-Districts.  Leading  the  program  was  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brum- 
ley,  conference  executive  secretary. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS.  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Louisiana  Women  To  Meet  In  Baton  Rouge 


Important  Dates  Announced  For 
All  Arkansas-Louisiana  Women 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  dates  of  Annual  meetings,  which 
are  of  great  importance  to  every  local  woman  in  the  area.  Make  your  plans 
now  to  attend  your  conference  annual  meeting.  Visitors  are  always  wel¬ 
come,  as  well  as  official  delegates. 


March  4,  5,  6  .  LOUISIANA  Woman’s  Society 

Baton  Rouge,  First  Church 

March  7,  8  .  LOUISIANA  Guild 

Baton  Rouge,  First  Church 

March  11,  12,  13  .  NORTH  ARKANSAS  Woman’s  Society 

Jonesboro,  First  Church 

March  14,  15  .  NORTH  ARKANSAS  Guild 

Jonesboro,  First  Church 

March  14,  15  .  LITTLE  ROCK  Guild 

Little  Rock,  Pulaski  Heights 

March  16,  17,  18  . .  LITTLE  ROCK  Woman’s  Society 

Little  Rock,  First  Church 


Attention: 

North  Arkansas 
Delegates 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  will  be 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Jonesboro,  March  11-13. 

The  registration  fee,  $3.50  per 
person,  is  to  be  sent  by  March  1st 
to  Mrs.  J.  T.  Altman,  1225  South 
Main  Street,  Jonesboro. 

Delegates  include  Jurisdiction  of¬ 
ficers  residing  in  the  conference,  all 
conference  and  district  officers,  the 
two  Rural  Workers,  and  two  dele¬ 
gates  from  each  local  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service.  The  lat¬ 
ter  two  are  the  local  president  (or 
her  alternate)  and  one  other  local 
member. 

Accompanying  each  registration 
fee  and  name  should  be  this  infor¬ 
mation:  method  of  travel,  with 
whom,  and  name  of  roommate  de¬ 
sired — if  there  is  a  special  request. 

Ministers  Wives  are  invited  if 
they  are  not  one  of  the  delegates, 
but  expected  to  send  registration. 

SE  Methodists 
Report  Gains 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS) — Methodism 
in  the  Southeast  is  faced  with  the 
major  responsibility  of  “finding  and 
educating  young  men  as  new  min¬ 
isters  to  serve  the  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  new  pastoral  charges  which 
will  be  established  in  years  to 
come,”  the  chairman  of  the  South- 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Council  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  said  here. 

In  a  “first  of  the  year  statement,” 
Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  reported 
that  in  1958  the  16  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  denomination  in  nine 
Southeastern  states  and  Cuba  added 
139  new  pastoral  charges. 

“This  means  we  are  organizing 
one  new  church  a  week  and  divid¬ 
ing  large  circuits  into  new  pastoral 
charges  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
two  per  week,”  he  pointed  out. 

Statisticians  noted  that  this  has 


World  Day  of 
Prayer-Feb.  13 

“World  Day  of  Prayer”  will  be 
observed  by  Christian  women  in  144 
countries  around  the  world  on  Fri¬ 
day,  February  13.  In  the  U.S.A.,  the 
sponsoring  group  is  United  Church 
Women,  a  department  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council.  The  purpose  of  the 
day  “is  not  only  to  unite  all  Chris¬ 
tians  in  a  bond  of  prayer,  but  to 
make  offerings  for  Christian  inter¬ 
denominational  missions  at  home 
and  abroad.”  Offerings  for  World 
Day  of  Prayer  are  divided  between 
the  Divisions  of  Home  Missions  and 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  At  home,  funds 
help  agricultural  migrants  and  their 
children  and  low  income  farm  fam¬ 
ilies,  as  well  as  Indian-Americans. 
They  also  maintain  a  chaplain  at 
the  government  hospital  in  Anchor¬ 
age,  Alaska.  Abroad,  students,  nurs¬ 
es  and  staff  from  four  colleges  in 
India,  Ewha  College  in  Korea  and 
two  in  Japan  are  aided,  as  are  wom¬ 
en  and  children  through  pilot  proj¬ 
ects  in  Asia  and  Africa.  These  in¬ 
clude  education  for  Christian  lead¬ 
ership,  rehabilitation  and  village 
improvement,  Christian  broadcast¬ 
ing,  and  Christian  literature  for 
new  literates. 


been  the  record  for  the  past  three 
years  and  it  appears  the  task  of 
finding  ministers  to  fill  the,  need 
will  be  a  major  one  for  many  years 
ahead. 

“Year-end  reports  released  by  the 
statistical  office  in  Chicago,  Bishop 
Moore  said,  show  that  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  now  has  6.401  pastoral  charges 
with  2,638,971  members,  an  increase 
of  41,169.” 

Methodists  in  the  Southeastern 
jurisdiction  paid  $44,216,353.  on 
church  buildings,  improvements  and 
church  debts;  gave  $19,901,180  for 
benevolences  of  all  kinds  including 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  and 
raised  the  total  of  $125,644,715  for 
all  purposes.  This  giving  is  largest 
ever  recorded  by  Methodists  of  the 
South  and  is  an  increase  of  $9,384,- 
393  over  that  reported  in  1957,  re¬ 
ports  disclosed. 


Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick,  Shreveport, 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  announces  that  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  conference  society  will  be 
held  in  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  March  4,  5,  6. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron,  secretary  of 
missionary  personnel,  is  Program 
Chairman  for  the  meeting.  Other 
members  of  the  committee  are:  Mrs. 
Kilpatrick,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  James  C.  Whit¬ 
aker,  secretary;  Miss  Sue  Batton, 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild;  Mrs.  C.  B. 
McGowan,  supply;  Mrs.  Wideman 
Watson,  literature  and  publications; 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Trice,  Baton  Rouge;  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Paxton,  spiritual  life;  and 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Coorpender,  president 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Mrs.  Glen  Nordyke,  2873  Edwards 
Ave.  is  Baton  Rouge  local  chairman. 

Miss  Sue  Batton,  conference 
chairman  of  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  annonces  that  Miss  Arline 
Tyler,  Shreveport,  is  Program 
Chairman  for  the  Guild  Week-End, 


WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 
Miss  Mildred  Anne  Paine,  of  Al¬ 
bion,  N.  Y.,  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  cited 
by  Welfare  Minister  Ryogo  Hashi- 
moto,  of  Japan,  for  “devotion  to 
the  welfare  of  children  and  youth.” 
In  1928  Miss  Paine  was  assigned  to 
rebuild  the  social  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  an  underprivileged 
section  of  east  Tokyo  following  a 
severe  earthquake.  The  quake  had 
destroyed  a  social-evangelistic  cen¬ 
ter  for  the  rag-pickers  of  the  city 
who  lived  in  squalid  quarters  in 
this  community.  Starting  “from 
scratch”  and  working  with  a  Japan¬ 
ese  staff,  Miss  Paine  established  Ai 
Kei  Gakuin,  a  social  center  which 
over  the  years  has  become  one  of 
the  best  known  in  Japan.  The  varied 
program  includes  a  baby  clinic,  a 
nursery  school,  a  kindergarten, 
children’s  club,  youth  activities  and 
a  n  extensive  religious  education 
program.  Much  relief  work  was 
done  through  the  center  after  World 
War  II.  In  1951,  a  seaside  camp  was 
opened,  making  it  possible  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  people  to  leave  the 
city  in  the  summer  for  inspiration 
and  recreation.  The  latest  additions 
to  the  Ai  Kei  Gakuin  program  were 
in  1955,  a  child  guidance  clinic  and 
a  course  in  adult  education.  The 
first  Protestant  church  in  the  area 
also  was  dedicated  in  1955.  Born  in 
Barre,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Paine  attended 
Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and 
was  graduated  in  1919  with  a  bach¬ 
elor  of  arts  degree  in  psychology 
and  sociology.  In  1920  she  sailed  for 
Japan  and  served  for  five  years  in 
Kagoshima. 


Thousands  of  Arab  refugee  chil¬ 
dren  will  have  new  clothes  in  1958, 
thanks  to  the  response  of  women’s 
church  groups  across  the  nation  to 
Lutheran  World  Relief’s  “Dorcas 
Project.”  More  than  60,000  garments 


MRS.  L.  B.  KILPATRICK 

which  will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
March  7  and  8.  Mrs.  C.  G.  Mainous, 
456  Marion  Dr.,  i  s  Baton  Rouge 
Chairman  for  the  Guild. 


are  now  being  sewn  by  Lutheran 
women  in  America,  from  patterns 
made  in  Jordan,  for  youngsters  in 
refugee  camps  in  the  Middle  East. 
“The  project  has  caught  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  our  women’s  groups,”  re¬ 
ports  Dr.  Ove  R.  Neilson,  project 
secretary  in  New  York.  “The  re¬ 
sponse  has  been  excellent,  exceed¬ 
ing  all  our  expectations.”  The  Dor¬ 
cas  Project  is  named  after  the  wo¬ 
man  of  old  Joppa  who,  according  to 
Acts  9:36-41,  made  “coats  and  gar¬ 
ments”  for  the  poor.  Through  the 
program,  women’s  organizations 
buys  packages  costing  $25  that  con¬ 
tain  pre-cut  materials  for  12  girls’ 
dresses  and  12  boys’  shirts  and  short 
pants. 


The  Mary  Johnston  Hospital  in 
Manila  —  one  of  overseas  Method¬ 
ism’s  best-known  institutions  —  re¬ 
cently  observed  the  fiftieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  its  service  to  the  Filipino 
people.  “Dedication  Day,”  the  high 
point  of  the  observance,  drew  dis¬ 
tinguished  Filipino  leaders  to  the 
hospital,  including  President  Carlos 
P.  Garcia,  who  was  principal  speak¬ 
er.  Another  leading  participant  was 
Senator  Tolentino,  who  will  lead  a 
fund-raising  drive  for  Mary  John¬ 
ston.  The  Senator  was  born  at  the 
hospital.  Established  by  missionar¬ 
ies  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  of  the  former  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  Mary  John¬ 
ston  today  is  the  only  hospital  in 
Manila’s  Tondo  section,  which  has 
a  population  of  more  than  350,000. 
In  a  single  year,  its  146  beds  care 
for  4,520  patients,  and  its  outpatient 
department  treats  almost  40,000  per¬ 
sons.  Burned  out  by  bombings  in 
World  War  II,  Mary  Johnston  Hos¬ 
pital  was  rebuilt  in  the  late  1940s’. 
A  new  building  was  dedicated  in 
1950.  Positions  of  top  responsibili¬ 
ties  in  the  hospital,  formerly  held 
by  missionaries,  now  are  held  by 
trained  Filipinos.  Mary  Johnston’s 
School  of  Nursing  also  is  50  years 
old. 
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Eagle  Scout,  Charles  Perkins  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Arthur 
is  shown  being  congratulated  by  his  pastor,  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  after  re¬ 
ceiving  his  God  and  Country  award.  The  presentation  was  made  at  the 
morning  worship  service  on  January  4. 

Charles  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Perkins.  He  is  16  years  old, 
a  Junior  at  Lake  Arthur  High  School  and  currently  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  of  his  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Winegeart  said,  "Charles  did  an  outstanding  job  in  working 
and  studying  in  the  church." 

After  Charles  received  his  award,  he  presented  his  Mother  with  a  small 
replica  of  the  award  for  her  to  wear. 


Pictured  from  left  to  right  below  are:  Stovall  Tolar,  Herman  Bass, 
Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  and  Police  Chief,  Adrian  Peevy,  with  the  last  905 
pounds  of  used  clothing  from  a  record  clothing  drive  in  the  cities  of  Jones¬ 
boro  and  Hodge,  Louisiana. 

The  men  are  all  from  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church. 

The  Clothing  Drive  was  sponsored  by  the  Jonesboro-Hodge  Ministerial 
Association,  but  the  idea  originated  in  The  Men's  Fellowship  Bible  Class 
of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church,  which  is  taught  by  Mr.  Bass.  This  class 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  distribution  of  the  clothing  and  paid  the 
freight  on  all  the  clothing  sent  away  from  the  Jonesboro-Hodge  area.  The 
905  pounds  of  clothing  pictured  here  were  sent  to  Church  World  Service. 
This  is  the  last  of  approximately  four  thousand  pounds  of  clothing  collected. 


Open  House  at  New  Iberia  Parsonage 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cooke  held 
open  house  in  the  First  Church  Par¬ 
sonage  at  New  Iberia  on  Sunday, 
December  14,  between  the  hours  of 
4-8  o’clock.  Many  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  enjoyed  the 
delightful  occasion  and  appreciated 
the  warm  hospitality  shown  to  them 
by  the  Cookes. 

The  guests  were  treated  with 
“Holiday  Punch,”  coffee,  and  a  wide 
assortment  of  cookies.  The  refresh¬ 
ment  table  was  adorned  with  a 
beautiful  arrangement  of  red  carna¬ 
tions,  and  holly.  The  Nativity  Scene 
was  in  a  dining  room  window. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Pharr,  Mrs.  Jerry  Full¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Ross  Walters,  and  Mrs. 
Johnny  Trotter  were  in  charge  of 
the  coffee  service.  Mrs.  Harold 
Flory,  Mrs.  E.  J.  DeBuse,  Mrs.  John 
A.  Trotter,  and  Mrs.  James  Murff 
alternated  at  the  punch  bowl. 

Mrs.  Park  Druhot,  Mrs.  Howard 
Boles,  Mrs.  Vernon  Huckaby,  and 


Mrs.  Wesley  Stockstill  served  cook¬ 
ies  and  assisted  in  the  Dining  Room 
and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Boatright,  Mrs.  Ver¬ 
non  Sinclair,  Miss  Marilyn  Carter 
and  Mrs.  James  Hester  were  in 
charge  of  the  kitchen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Land,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sam  White,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Gray  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  White- 
head  greeted  the  guests  at  the  door 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Jenson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Love,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leslie  Morris  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
len  Eilers  greeted  those  in  the  living  _ 
room  and  assisted  the  guests  with 
their  wraps.  Those  who  were  in 
charge  of  the  guest  book  were:  Mrs. 
Steve  King,  Mrs.  Earl  Hall,  Sr.,  Mrs. 
M.  B,  LeMaire  and  Mrs.  Katherine 
Hester. 

The  children  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Cooke,  Jonathan,  Paul  and  Martha 
Ruth  and  Mrs.  Cooke’s  Mother,  Mrs. 

H.  C.  Smith,  also  were  on  hand  to 
help  make  the  open  house  a  very 
special  occasion. 


The  Epps-Floyd,  La.,  Methodist  Parsonage  was  the  scene  of  an  Open 
House  on  December  14  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Willbanks  as  hosts. 
Bouquets  of  cut  flowers  decorated  the  house  and  a  tall  Christmas  tree  was 
at  one  end  of  the  livingroom. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Miss  Glenda  Thrower,  Miss  Joy  Holley,  Mrs. 
Robert  Willbanks,  Rev.  Mr.  Willbanks  and  daughter,  Mary  Margaret. 

Refreshments  of  punch,  assorted  cookies  and  mints  were  served  by 
Miss  Thrower  of  Epps  and  Miss  Holley  of  Floyd,  both  are  students  at  North¬ 
east  La.  State  College,  Monroe. 

About  sixty-five  guests  called  during  the  afternoon. 
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Mission  Study 
Conducted  At 
Hammond  Church 


January  is  the  month  for  Missions 
in  all  the  Methodist  churches.  In 
the  Methodist  Church  in’  Hammond, 
La.  a  special  church-wide  mission 
study  has  been  set  up  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Mrs.  M.  C.  Wiginton.  The 
first  three  Wednesday  evenings  of 
January — 7,  14,  21  were  set  aside 
for  this  special  work.  This  included 
the  whole  family,  as  there  were 
leaders  for  each  age  group. 

The  Commission  chose  “Method¬ 
ism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii  —  New 
Patterns  for  Living  Together”  as 
the  topic  of  this  study  course.  With 
Alaska  a  new  state  and  Hawaii  a 
very  important  territory  of  the 
United  States,  a  more  timely  sub¬ 
ject  could  not  have  been  chosen. 

On  these  Wednesday  evenings 
everyone  had  supper  together  at 
6:15  p.  m.  in  the  educational  build¬ 
ing.  A  short  worship  period  was 
held  immediately  following  the  sup¬ 
per  from  7:00  to  7:15  p.  m.  The  ac¬ 
tual  study  period  started  at  7:15. 
Following  this,  there  was  a  period 
of  special  features  which  included 
guest  speakers  and  films. 

Leaders  for  the  adult  group  were 
Dr.  Milton  Smith,  Mr.  L.  D.  Kinney, 
Mrs.  Martha  Overbey,  and  Miss  Rae 
Streeck.  The  senior  youth  leaders 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lokey  Faller. 
The  leaders  for  the  children  or 
younger  youth  were  Mrs.  Dan  Dur¬ 
ham,  Mrs.  Ford  Graham,  Mrs.  John 
Baker  and  Mrs.  Earl  Edwards. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  Mis¬ 
sion  Study  was  the  presence  of  mis¬ 
sionary,  Donald  Small,  who  had  just 
returned  from  Malaya,  where  he 
served  for  the  past  three  years. 

Lectures  Given 
At  Winnsboro 
Church,  Dec.  15-17 

Rev.  Don  Risinger  of  the  Welsh, 
La.  Methodist  Church,  taught  a  se¬ 
ries  of  lessons  on  “How  to  Study 
the  Bible”  to  the  sub-district  group 
at  the  Winnsboro  Church  on  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  16,  and  17.  An  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  thirty-three  heard  these 
lectures. 

During  the  six  hour  sessions,  Rev. 
Mr.  Risinger  dealt  with  such  topics 
as  “Understanding  the  Basic  Nature 
of  the  Bible”,  Reading  the  Book  as 
a  Whole”,  and  “Outlining  the  Book.” 

The  last  lecture  given  by  Mr. 
Risinger  was  an  inspirational  talk 
on  “A  Panorama  of  the  Great 
Teachings  of  the  Bible.” 

Mr.  W.  B.  Glover  was  chairman 
of  this  adult  Bible  study  class  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  House  was  secretary. 


lead  into  a  better  insight  of  our 
fellowmen. 

Copies  of  the  book  will  be  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Commission  on  Pro¬ 
motion  and  Cultivation,  740  Rush 
Street,  Chicago  11,  Ill.,  or  the  vari¬ 
ous  branches  of  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 


REV.  DR.  H.  W.  HEWITT 

Methodist  Board 
Announces  New 
Services  Director 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Rev. 
Dr.  Harold  W.  Hewitt,  Bloomington, 
Ind.,  executive  secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terboard  Council  of  the  Indiana 
Methodist  Conference,  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education  here  January  1. 

He  will  be  director  of  field  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  board’s  Division  of  the 
Local  Church. 

Dr.  Hewitt  was  elected  to  the 
newly  created  position  by  the  Board 
of  Education’s  executive  committee, 
it  was  announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Leon  M.  Adkins,  Nashville,  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Church. 

Dr.  Hewitt  was  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Indiana  Conference 
Board  of  Education  for  several 
years  before  being  named  executive 
secretary  of  the  conference  inter¬ 
board  council.  He  has  served  as  a 
minister  in  the  church’s  Wesley 
Foundation  program,  and  he  was 
for  17  years  a  pastor  of  Methodist 
churches  in  Vermont  and  Iowa. 

New  Staff  Adviser 
For  Youth  Dept,  of 
Education  Board 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)— The  Rev. 
Richard  Hunter,  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  music  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Youth  Department  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
here  January  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  Nash¬ 
ville,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education’s  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  of  which  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  is  a  part. 

Mr.  Hunter  will  have  special  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  department’s 
program  for  local-church  youth  who 
are  beyond  the  high  school  age.  He 
will  be  a  staff  adviser  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  area  of  Christian  fellowship, 
and  as  such  will  be  recreation  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  division. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Wallace 
Chappell,  who  resigned  June  1. 


Steering  Committee  for  a  Mission  Study  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Hammond,  La.,  are:  standing  from  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Hunter  Dobson,  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Estes,  Mrs.  Guy  Adams,  Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas,  Mr.  T.  B.  Rice;  seated 
from  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Martha  Overbey,  Miss  Rae  Streeck,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Wiginton. 


To  Be  Published  February  1 

Bishop  Martin  Endorses  New  Book  to 
Be  Published  by  Commission  on  Promotion 

“Christian  Strategy  for  a  Struggling  World”  is  the  title  of  a  new  book 
to  be  published  February  1  by  The  Methodist  Church’s  Commission  on 
Promotion  and  Cultivation,  Chicago. 

Announcement  of  the  publication  of  the  volume  was  made  by  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin,  resident  Bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Martin  said  that  the  book  is  being  published  “to  bring  fresh 
emphasis  to  World  Service  and  to  undergird  our  entire  general  benevo¬ 
lence  program.”  “Christian  Strategy  for  a  Struggling  World”  is  a  book  for 
pastors  and  laymen. 

The  title  of  the  80-page  book  comes  from  the  leading  article  by  Bishop 
Richard  C.  Raines  of  Indianapolis,  head  of  the  church’s  Indiana  Area  and 
president  of  the  Division  of  World  Missions  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  The 
11  Other  chapters  in  the  book  are  written  by  seven  pastors,  a  bishop,  an 
editor,  a  university  president,  and  a  staff  member  of  a  general  board. 

“We  have  needed  a  book  like  this  one  for  a  long  time,  and  I  do  hope 

and  pray  with  all  my  heart  that  all 
Christian  people  will  read  it”,  an¬ 
nounced  Bishop  Martin. 

Since  1949,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul 
E.  Martin  have  visited  the  follow¬ 
ing  mission  fields:  The  Philippines, 
Japan,  Formosa,  Alaska,  Malaya,  In¬ 
dia,  Pakistan,  South  America  and 
Africa.  The  visit  to  Africa  was  made 
in  the  summer  of  1957  and  enabled 
them,  to  study  the  work  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Congo, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  South  Africa, 
Angola,  and  Liberia. 

Bishop  Martin  said  “Christian 
Strategy  for  a  Struggling  world” 
points  out  the  message  which  all 
the  world  eagerly  wants  to  hear, 
God  is  Love.  His  children  want  and 
need  our  helping  hand  and  under¬ 
standing.  For  those  who  strive 
humbly  to  walk  with  God,  each 
evening  marks  some  new  attainment 
along  the  upward  way;  each  break¬ 
ing  morning,  the  beginning  of  a  new 
journey  toward  the  mark  of  the 
perfect  man.  We  never  reach  the 
point  where  we  are  perfect;  but,  by 
the  aid  of  His  love,  understanding, 
and  outstretched  hand,  we  can  be 


Bethel  Church 
Completes  Study  on 
Alaska  and  Hawaii 

The  Bethel  Methodist  Church’s 
commission  on  missions  has  com¬ 
pleted  its  church  wide  study  on 
“Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii”, 
which  was  led  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Se- 
guin. 

Study  of  “Ten  Pair  of  Shoes”,  for 
children  was  led  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jones 
and  Mrs.  Ted  Smith. 

Mrs.  Milton  Shaffer  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Swearingen  were  appointed 
to  the  Home  Mission  Committee  for 
the  Church  Community  at  Christ¬ 
mas. 

Mrs.  Elmo  Harelson  donated  fruit 
to  the  church  with  the  help  of  the 
commission  on  missions,  led  the 
young  people  of  the  church  in  de¬ 
livering  boxes  to  the  elderly  peo¬ 
ple.  Mrs.  Harry  Swearingen  is 
chairman  of  the  commission.  Rev. 
Ted  Smith  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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We  Pioneer  In  Rural  Japan 

By  Eleanor  Wame,  Nishinono,  Ehime  Ken,  Japan 


TWO  years  ago  my  co-worker 
and  I  moved  into  this  very 
rural  area  of  Ehime  Ken, 
Japan,  about  three  miles  in 
both  directions  from  the  nearest  vil¬ 
lage.  The  first  year  in  this  almost 
entirely  non-Christian  area  was 
spent  mostly  in  getting  acquainted 
and  putting  down  our  roots.  But 
now  some  of  the  results  of  our  ef¬ 
forts  are  beginning  to  show;  and  the 
second  year  has  resulted  in  wide 
community  contacts  and  help  on  in¬ 
dividual  problems. 

Christian  work  in  rural  Japan  is 
very  slow  at  first,  but  once  it  begins 
to  take  hold  it  is  very  genuine  and 
real.  Because  there  is  no  church  in 
this  area,  my  Japanese  co-worker 
and  I  have  had  to  work  slowly  and 
indirectly,  beginning  with  what  the 
people  understand.  Thus  it  began 
here  with  our  finding  a  place  to  live, 
and  in  remodeling  a  house  almost 
entirely  that  had  been  used  former¬ 
ly  for  raising  silkworms.  It  has  been 
well  worth  the  effort,  for  through 
this  experience,  we’ve  met  every 
family  in  the  village,  and  most  of 
the  surrounding  villages.  Large 
groups  have  come  to  see  the  house, 
especially  the  kitchen,  and  to  discuss 
its  convenience.  We  have  shown 
movies  and  slides  on  home  improve¬ 
ments  and  had  some  fine  discussions 
on  problems  in  their  own  homes. 
Some  have  invited  me  to  their  own 
homes  to  help  them  on  specific 
problems,  and  it  has  been  most  grat¬ 
ifying  to  help  them  see  how  they 
can  help  themselves. 

Th®  Kitchens  Attract 
After  one  group  came  to  see  our 
house,  several  weeks  later  that  same 
neighborhood  women’s  group  asked 
us  to  come  to  two  farm  houses  and 
help  them  with  their  kitchens.  All 
the  women  gathered — about  twenty. 
In  the  first  home,  the  wife  was  very 
young  and  very  tall  for  a  Japanese. 
The  kitchen  was  very  small,  with 
none  of  the  necessary  tools  and  sup¬ 
plies  that  should  be  found  in  a 
kitchen.  I  had  taken  a  small  black¬ 
board  and  on  a  sudden  inspiration 
decided  we  would  make  a  “paths  of 
work”  chart — showing  the  paths  of 
work  she  traveled  in  getting  a  meal. 
I  walked  it  out  with  her  as  she  went 
for  tools  and  supplies,  etc.,  and  my 
co-worker  drew  the  chart  on  the 
blackboard.  All  the  women  were 
amazed,  for  they  had  never  realized 
before  the  miles  they  traveled  each 
day  in  preparing  meals  and  doing 
other  things. 

In  several  homes  they  asked  for 
help  on  proper  working  heights  and 
more  convenient  ways  of  working 
before  they  remodeled  their  kitch¬ 
ens.  There,  too,  the  neighbors  came 
in  and  we  discussed  the  present 
problems,  and  the  best  ways  to  im¬ 
prove  them.  Another  neighborhood 
is  working  on  a  sanitation  problem 
with  local  public  health  authorities. 
And  so  the  “demonstration  way” 
spreads,  with  little  talking  needed. 
"Saturday  Church  School" 

Work  with  the  children  too  is  pro¬ 
gressing.  Every  Saturday  afternoon 
we  have  a  “Saturday  Church 
School”  in  our  home.  Our  village 
doctor,  Dr.  Miyoshi,  who  also  stud¬ 


ied  in  a  mission  theological  school, 
is  superintendent  of  the  group.  His 
wife  and  a  local  junior  high  teacher 
and  the  latter’s  wife  are  assisting. 
We  help  them  each  week  with  their 
lesson  plans,  and  twice  a  month  they 
accompany  us  in  the  jeep  to  go  to 
church  school  and  church  in  other 
towns  in  the  district  to  learn  differ¬ 
ent  methods.  The  junior  high  teach¬ 
er  says  he  wants  to  be  a  Christian, 
and  I  think  he  and  tiis  wife  will 
both  soon  become  Christian.  We  can 
see  a  great  change  in  the  children 
who  have  been  coming  each  week; 
and  the  junior  high  group  that 
comes  to  study  English  each  week 


has  a  short  period  for  learning  easy 
English  church  school  songs  and 
Bible  study  in  both  Japanese  and 
English. 

Another  group  that  meets  here 
twice  a  month  on  Saturday  evenings 
is  a  group  of  youth  and  adults,  most¬ 
ly  English  teachers  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  mostly  in  English  conversa¬ 
tion.  The  last  few  times  we  have 
gotten  into  deep  discussions  about 
religion.  One  had  attended  the 
World  Sunday  School  Convention  in 
Tokyo  this  year  and  was  most  im¬ 
pressed  with  it  and  wanted  to  share 
his  ideas  with  the  group.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  they  decided  they  wanted  to 


discuss  such  things  often.  One  teach¬ 
er  said,  “Since  the  war,  teachers 
have  been  without  much  of  a  foun¬ 
dation  in  their  thinking.  They  are 
groping  around.  Many  turn  to 
philosophy,  or  to  communism,  but  I 
think  the  answer  is  in  the  Christian 
faith.  I  want  to  seek  the  Christian 
Way!”  After  that  discussion,  several 
of  the  teachers  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  church  asked  to  go  to 
church  with  me  the  next  Sunday. 
We  hope  that  this  interest  will  grow. 

Junior  High  Camp 
During  the  past  two  summers  we 
have  made  a  most  worthwhile  ex¬ 
periment  in  setting  up  a  Junior  High 


English  Camp  and  a  Senior  High 
Camp.  They  have  both  resulted  in 
a  wide  evangelistic  outreach.  The 
teacher’s  group  helped  in  getting 
them  started  and  assisted  in  making 
both  camps  most  successful.  Dr.  Mi¬ 
yoshi  was  the  director,  and  made 
contacts  with  all  the  schools,  church¬ 
es  and  other  groups  in  the  district 
I  contacted  missionaries  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Japan  to  help  in  the 
English  teaching.  Interested  high 
school  and  university  students  also 
assisted.  The  Jr.-Hi  camp  was  in  our 
local  elementary  school  and  the  edu¬ 
cation  committee  of  the  town  ad¬ 
vised  us  not  to  “teach  any  religion.” 


But  many  of  the  principles  of  Chris¬ 
tian  camps  were  incorporated  in  the 
plan,  in  songs,  and  in  general  camp 
life.  And  many  of  the  campers  and 
leaders  “caught  the  spirit”  of  it. 

One  night  we  had  a  “Town  Meet¬ 
ing”  with  the  adults  of  the  village — 
showing  slides  on  American  rural 
life,  introductions  of  the  six  mission¬ 
ary  teachers,  followed  by  a  lively 
discussion.  Many  questions  were 
asked  about  Christianity  and  the 
church,  mission  schools,  etc.  Al¬ 
though  we  were  asked  not  to  talk 
about  it  to  the  campers,  the  adults 
themselves  raised  the  question 
which  shows  that  they  are  thinking 
seriously  about  it. 

Camp  in  the  Mountains 

The  High  School  Camp  was  held 
in  a  beautiful  mountain  area  along 
a  river.  We  camped  in  tents  and 
had  morning  classes  in  the  nearby 
Inn.  Three  ministers  from  our  dis¬ 
trict  attended  with  students  from 
their  areas,  other  campers  coming 
from  places  that  knew  nothing  about 
a  church.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  the  camp  we  had  a  deep  spiritual 
tone.  The  group  of  54  campers  was 
divided  into  three  groups  with  a 
minister,  missionary  teacher  and  as¬ 
sistants  in  each  for  study,  meals  and 
evening  small  campfire  groups. 
There  was  much  free  time  for  hik¬ 
ing  and  folk  games,  etc.,  but  during 
the  last  two  days  of  camp  heavy 
rains  of  a  typhoon  drove  everyone 
indoors.  A  large  group  gathered 
about  the  organ  where  one  of  our 
church  organists  was  assisting  with 
the  music.  During  mealtimes  we  al¬ 
ways  sang  camp  songs  from  in¬ 
dividual  camp  books,  but  at  this 
time  they  explored  the  big  pile  of 
Japanese  and  English  hymnals  we 
had  brought  and  decided  to  make  a 
choir  for  the  last  day. 

The  mayor  of  the  town  attended 
most  of  the  camp  and  threw  his 
wholehearted  enthusiasm  into  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  success.  On  the  way  back 
home  we  were  asked  to  stop  in  at 
the  Town  Office  to  see  the  mayor 
and  to  meet  all  of  the  office  staff. 
He  treated  us  generously  to  iced 
watermelon,  then  led  us  into  the 
next  room  to  meet  his  office  staff, 
about  20  or  30  people  lined  up  bow¬ 
ing  graciously.  They  asked  us  to  in¬ 
troduce  ourselves,  and  they  intro¬ 
duced  themselves.  Then  they  asked 
to  hear  some  camp  songs  so  we 
taught  them  an  easy  one  they  could 
sing.  Some  of  them  had  probably 
never  seen  a  foreigner  before,  and 
the  process  was  most  interesting  to 
us  as  well. 

One  more  sidelight  of  the  High 
School  Camp  was  the  “Town  Meet¬ 
ing”  in  the  school  auditorium  of  the 
neighboring  town.  The  whole  town 
must  have  turned  out  for  the  place 
was  overflowing.  We  showed  some 
slides  on  American  life;  then  the 
missionaries  and  the  teachers  of  the 
Japanese  group  who  were  assisting 
were  introduced.  The  people  were 
full  of  questions  of  all  kinds,  some 
of  them  very  profound.  They  were 
most  interested  in  American  customs 
compared  to  Japanese  and  asked 
about  the  church  and  the  Christian 
faith.  They  expressed  a  real  inter¬ 
est  in  having  some  kind  of  Christian 
work  in  their  own  village,  which  is 
very  isolated.  After  the  crowd  had 
left,  some  of  the  women  asked  if  I 
would  come  and  meet  with  their 
village  women’s  group.  We  went 
there  last  month — and  it  was  a  most 
earnest  group,  with  women  also 
from  the  neighboring  district.  The 
field  for  service  is  truly  unlimited  in 
any  type  of  work  here. 


Japanese  farm  wife  working  in  field 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Plans  for  a  national  “lay  school 
of  theology,”  reported  to  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States,  have  been  announced  by  the 
two  laymen’s  organizations  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  The  first 
week-long  course  will  be  held  in 
June  at  the  denomination’s  Lancas¬ 
ter  Theological  Seminary,  giving 
intensive  training  in  theology, 
Bible  and  practical  churchmanship 
for  laymen  and  women. 


artistic  quality,  creativity,  and  full¬ 
ness  of  structure  within  themselves 
can  be  lifted  to  full  vocational  sig¬ 
nificance  only  if  the  churches  will 
purify  the  doctrines  of  vocation. 
Until  this  very  hour,  the  Christian 
community  has  failed  to  dignify 
the  work  of  the  janitor  and  street 
cleaner.” 


“Inherent  in  the  Protestant  idea 
of  work  is  the  notion  of  ‘creativi¬ 
ty,’  ”  says  Dr.  George  D.  Kelsey, 
Presbyterian  missionary  leader. 
“But  in  the  contemporary  urban 
situation,  much  work  is  not  creat¬ 
ive.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  hum¬ 
drum,  monotonous,  repetitive,  and 
even  sordid,  and  cannot  now  be  re¬ 
lieved  of  these  characteristics.  In 
addressing  thousands  of  our  con¬ 
temporaries,  we  cannot  appeal  to 
the  joy  and  creativity  of  work.  In¬ 
stead  the  service  and  common  wel¬ 
fare  aspect  of  vocations  must  be 
emphasized  .  .  .  Tasks  which  lack 


While  decrying  any  suggestions 
of  “censorship,”  the  Council  of 
Christian  Social  Progress  of  the 
American  Baptist  Convention,  is 
concerned  with  the  unfavorable  in¬ 
fluence  of  American  motion  pic¬ 
tures  overseas:  it  urges  self-regula¬ 
tion  of  the  industry.  Says  a  Council 
report:  “It  is  evident  that  a  number 
of  good  films  are  sent  abroad,  films 
that  depict  our  democratic  institu¬ 
tions  at  work,  films  that  entertain 
without  offense,  films  that  show 
the  struggles  and  hopes  of  all  peo¬ 
ple.  Yet,  these  values  to  a  consid¬ 
erable  extent,  are  negated,  accord¬ 
ing  to  reports,  by  an  undesirable 
emphasis  on  the  material  prosperity 
of  our  country,  the  ‘typing’  of  racial 
groups,  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol¬ 
ic  beverages,  the  ridiculing  of 
courts  of  justice  and  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agencies,  the  over-emphasis 
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on  crime  and  the  display  of  sexual 
vulgarity.  These  deplorable  exag¬ 
gerations  are  no  cause  for  self- 
righteousness  on  our  part.  We  must 
see  them  first  as  a  reflection  of  ad- 
mited  moral  weakness  in  our  cul¬ 
ture.  We  must  face  the  fact  that 
motion  pictures  do  reflect  what  is 
evil  and  shallow  in  American  life. 
Here  the  indictment  is  upon  us.  We 
cannot  expect  to  hide  our  sin^  from 
our  foreign  neighbors.  Yet,  the  fre¬ 
quent  dramatizing  of  those  weak¬ 
nesses  on  the  screen  has  left  the 
unintended  impression  that  they 
represent  a  typical  America.  There 
is  lacking  sufficient  emphasis  on 
the  wholesome  aspect  of  our  cul¬ 
ture.”  The  Council  suggests  that 
the  State  Department  “evaluate 


and  seek  ways  of  correcting”  films 
that  injure  America  overseas;  and 
that  Americans  in  the  U.S.A.  refuse 
to  patronize  such  films. 


The  Welsh  Auxiliary  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bible  Society,  in  Lyon  County, 
Kansas,  organized  by  the  early 
Welsh  settlers  in  the  community, 
finds  new  ways  of  reaching  the 
world  with  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
With  an  increasing  number  of  over¬ 
seas  students  enrolled  in  the  two 
colleges  in  the  county — the  Kansas 
State  Teachers’  College  and  the 
Presbyterian  College  of  Emporia — 
the  auxiliary  has  been  providing 
these  students  with  Testaments  or 
Bibles  in  their  own  tongues. 


How  electricity 
makes  you 
“another  woman” 

SEVERAL  other  women.  In  fact!  When  you 
put  your  electricity  to  work,  one  of  you 
can  wash  and  dry  clothes  in  your  auto¬ 
matic  laundry,  another  can  prepare  dinner 
with  your  automatic  electric  appliances, 
another  can  go  shopping. 

With  electric  help,  you  can  do  several 
things  in  different  places— all  at  once !  And 
the  cost  is  so  low. 

Nothing  else  your  family  buys  can 
match  the  value  of  your  dependable  elec¬ 
tric  service. 
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A  Methodist  Student  Outlines  Methodism’s  Opportunity 
With  College  and  University  Students 

A  Look  At 

Wesley  Foundation 

By  Kenneth  M.  Allum,  Jr. 


FOR  years  on  Student  Recognition  Sunday 
the  topics  for  the  talks  have  centered 
around  the  workings  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dations  of  the  various  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  with  which  the  speakers  are  familiar. 
And  yet,  I  feel,  much  remains  to  be  said  about 
Wesley  and  its  relation  with  Methodist  students. 
The  absolute  necessity  of  firm,  workable  re¬ 
ligious  convictions  on  the  part  of  the  student 
cannot  be  stressed  enough  in  the  face  of  the 
challenge  to  religious  growth  present  in  the 
campus  atmosphere  today,  and  neither  has  the 
positive  value  of  Wesley  Foundation  in  uphold¬ 
ing  these  conviction  and  promoting  this  growth' 
been  adequately  appreciated. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  of  a  situation  that 
takes  place  at  a  neighboring  university  each 
year.  During  orientation  week  in  September, 
one  hour  is  set  aside  for  all  new  students  to  as¬ 
semble  by  denomination  in  each  corresponding 
student  religious  center.  The  crowd  of  new 
Methodist  students  always  taxes  the  capacity 
of  Wesley  and  numbers  over  two  hundred.  On 
the  first  Sunday  following  the  opening  of  school 
even  a  larger  crowd  would  be  expected  with 
the  return  of  the  upperclassmen,  but  the  total 
attendance  is  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifth. 
The  second  Sunday  the  number  has  dwindled  to 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  and  the  decrease 
continues  until  by  mid-November  only  about 
sixty  attend  of  which  only  about  forty  are  regu¬ 
lar  members. 

One  might  feel  that  this  fall-out  rate  is  only 
to  be  expected  since  many  who  were  present  at 
first  have  never  attended  church  regularly,  and 
this  is  certainly  true  in  some  cases.  But  it  can¬ 
not  be  the  whole  story.  According  to  Wesley 
records  there  are  more  than  six  hundred  Meth¬ 
odist  students  on  campus,  and  at  least  four 
hundred  of  these  have  attended  Wesley  at  least 
once  and  were  interested  enough  to  volunteer 
for  an  active  part  in  the  devotional,  recrea¬ 
tional,  or  host/hostess  programs  of  the  center. 
This  implies  that  of  400  Methodist  students  show¬ 
ing  interest  in  Wesley  Foundation,  only  about 
40  are  concerned  enough  to  attend  regularly. 
This  is  a  ratio  of  only  one  in  ten!  Some  of  my 
friends  tell  me  that  this  generally  holds  true 
also  for  several  Arkansas  schools  including  the 
University  where  the  Methodist  students  out¬ 
number  any  other  denomination. 

The  question  might  be  raised  if  the  Founda¬ 
tion  itself  is  at  fault.  Perhaps  it  is  not  offering 
what  the  students  seek  religiously.  Again  this 
is  probably  true  in  a  few  cases,  but  there  are  a 
number  of  reasons  why  I  believe  the  main 
trouble  lies  elsewhere.  The  principal  one  of 
these  is  the  fact  that  although  only  one  in  ten 
regularly  attends,  five  or  six  of  the  remaining 
nine  put  in  an  occasional  appearance,  many 
times  as  often  as  once  a  month.  If  these  stu¬ 
dents  were  finding  serious  dissatisfaction  with 
Wesley,  I  do  not  believe  so  many  would  come 
back  so  often,  if  at  all.  Secondly  I  think  this 


clearly  indicates  that  these  students  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  religious  expression  and  are  prob¬ 
ably  experiencing  serious,  religious  struggles 
within  themselves. 

What  kind  of  problems  is  the  next  question 
and  there  are  undoubtedly  as  many  specific 
problems  as  individuals.  However,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  many  arise  from  the  same  source 
and  are  therefore  of  a  similar  nature.  Let  me 
further  say  that  I  feel  that  life  on  any  university 
campus  offers  a  serious  challenge  to  any  re¬ 
ligious  conviction  or  desire  for  expression.  It 
is,  however,  a  challenge,,  not  a  threat,  for  if  it  is 
met,  the  years  on  campus  provide  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  religious  growth  imaginable. 
But  quite  often,  I  am  afraid,  it  is  a  challenge 
which  weakens  or  destroys  feebly  held  religious 


This  message  was  delivered  on  Student 
Recognition  Sunday  in  the  Methodist 
Church  sit  Graveile,  Ark.  Kenneth  M. 
Allum  Jr.  gave  the  talk.  Mr.  Allum  was 
the  valedictorian  of  the  1955  Class  of 
Gravelte;  he  is  a  senior  honor  student  at 
Kansas  University,  and  is  majoring  in 
chemistry. 


convictions  and  stunts  any  religious  growth 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  possible. 

First  of  all  there  is  a  constant  cycle  of  activi¬ 
ties  on  any  campus  that  cry  for  time.  No  one 
has  so  many  choices  of  what  to  do  with  his  time 
as  a  university  or  college  student.  Besides 
classes  and  study  hours,  there  are  always  dances, 
sports  events,  concerts,  special  lectures,  and 
movies,  just  to  mention  a  few  things.  It  is  not 
at  all  hard  for  one’s  worship  time  to  be  lost  in 
the  clamor.  When  this  begins  to  happen  to  a 
student  with  a  background  of  any  religious  ex¬ 
perience,  there  comes  an  inevitable  facing  of 
himself  and  a  hew  look  at  his  sense  of  values. 
He  has  to  convince  himself  which  activities  are 
more  meaningful  and  more  lasting.  The  real 
tragedy  is  that  for  every  one  who  seriously  ex¬ 
amines  this  question,  there  are  also  the  other 
nine  who  are  afraid  of  the  outcome,  and  prefer 
to  drift  along  with  the  crowd  and  put  off  any 
decision  until  there  is  no  decision  to  make. 
Those  nine  do  not  show  much  faith  in  the  words: 
“If  you  are  not  growing  spiritually,  then  you 
are  dying  spiritually  because  there  just  is  no  in 
between.” 

But  when  an  individual  conscientiously  re¬ 
considers  his  sense  of  values  and  decides  upon 
a  renewed  religious  commitment,  he  has  over¬ 
come  tremendous  opposition  inherent  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  or  college  setitng.  First  of  all  the  crowd, 
il  not  actually  against  his  decision,  certainly 
provides  enormous  inertia.  Too  few  indeed  are 


those  seriously  concerned  with  religious  matters 
in  the  first  place  and  fewer  yet  are  so  concerned 
amid  the  clamor  of  school  activities. 

Secondly,  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  provides  subtle  resistance  if  not  open 
opposition.  In  its  theoretical  sense,  the  universi¬ 
ty  seeks  truth  and  in  so  doing  questions  and 
criticizes  everything  not  substantiated  by  ob¬ 
servation  or  experiment.  The  rational  process 
proceeds  from  observations  to  conclusions  and 
generalizations,  each  step  of  which  must  have 
its  basis  in  proof,  either  mathematical,  that  of 
experience,  or  some  other  wholly  acceptable  to 
reason.  This  rational  process  necessarily  domi¬ 
nates  the  university  atmosphere  and  since  it  does 
not  remain  outside  the  religious  realm,  it  often 
brings  conflict  with  religious  matters;  for  the 
Christian  religion  is  based  upon  faith  and  hope 
and  love,  none  of  which  can  be  proven  mathe¬ 
matically  or  dealt  with  scientifically.  And  such 
an  attack  often  proves  too  much  for  religious 
convictions  and  experiences  not  tightly  held. 
It  is  this  very  conflict  between  the  limit  of  rea¬ 
son  and  the  validity  of  faith  and  the  inability 
to  resolve  the  two  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
the  struggles  of  many  students  today.  This  is  the 
common  basis  of  many  of  the  problems  which 
seem  so  unrelated.  This  then  is  at  least  a  par¬ 
tial  analysis  of  the  general  atmosphere  common 
to  all  campuses  in  which  Wesley  Foundations 
find  themselves. 

Wesley  Foundation  at  my  university  is  an¬ 
swering  this  challenge  as  I  am  sure  all  Founda¬ 
tions  are  all  over  the  country.  Wesley  is  doing 
its  utmost  to  help  students  solve  their  problems 
and  find  opportunity  for  religious  expression. 
For  the  student  regularly  attending,  Wesley 
offers  an  active  program  emphasizing  student 
participation.  There  are  Bible  study  sessions, 
discussion  sessions,  and  religious  projects  ex¬ 
tending  beyond  the  center  itself.  For  those  oc¬ 
casionally  attending,  besides  being  constantly 
and  cordially  urged  to  make  full  use  of  the 
available  opportunities,  they  are  encouraged  to 
discuss  their  problems  with  the  director  of  the 
center  who  also  serves  as  associate  pastor  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church.  Those  who  have  not 
attended  Wesley  but  have  listed  their  religious 
preference  as  Methodist  are  certainly  not  for¬ 
gotten.  Notes  are  made  of  their  names  and  place 
of  residence  and  other  students  call  on  them 
and  urge  them  to  come  to  Wesley  and  partici¬ 
pate.  The  Sunday  School  discussions  supply  a 
direct  answer  to  the  university  atmosphere  by 
centering  on  the  conflicts  of  reason  and  faith 
and  of  the  spiritual  as  compared  to  the  material 
in  the  hope  that  in  this  way  the  students  will 
gain  new  insight  into  these  problems. 

In  general  then,  the  atmosphere  of  our  many 
campuses  offers  a  serious  challenge  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  convictions  and  expression  of  today’s  stu¬ 
dent.  It  is  a  challenge  often  seriously  threaten¬ 
ing  religious  growth  to  the  point  of  extinction. 
Opposing  this  challenge  and  dedicated  to  help¬ 
ing  students  solve  their  problems  and  providing 
an  effective  home  base  for  religious  endeavor 
and  growth  stands  Wesley  Foundation.  And  the 
magnitude  of  these  problems  and  the  vital  im¬ 
portance  of  Wesley  on  the  campus  today  can¬ 
not  be  overemphasized. 


Clergy  Shortage  Acute  in  Germany 

HANNOVER,  Germany  (RNS) — The  number 
of  Protestant  clergymen  in  Germany  “is  largely 
insufficient”  with  no  prospect  for  any  substan¬ 
tial  increase  in  the  near  future,  a  senior  official 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Hannover  said  here. 

Writing  in  Evangelische  Welt  (Evangelical 
World),  official  fortnightly  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Germany  (EKID),  Dr.  Paul  Zieger 
said  statistics  issued  recently  by  that  body  dis¬ 
closed  that  Evangelical  pastors  throughout  the 
country  each  serve  an  average  of  2,256  believers. 

In  predominantly  urban  regions,  he  said,  the 
ratio  was  one  pastor  to  4,000  members,  and  in 
rural  areas  one  to  1,500. 

“This  means  that  particularly  regional 
Churches  comprising  many  cities  are  pitifully 
understaffed  since  a  pastor  is  hardly  able  to 
maintain  the  necessary  personal  touch  with  in¬ 
dividual  members  in  a  parish  of  more  than  2,000 
people,”  Dr.  Zieger  pointed  out. 
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Juris.  Convocation 
Set  For  Kansas 
City,  April  7-9 

Bishop  Martin  Heads 
Program  Committee 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Church’s  eight-state 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  will  hold 
its  quadrennial  convocation  here 
April  7-9,  it  has  been  announced  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf  of 
Oklahoma  City,  executive  secretary 
of  the  jurisdiction. 

Several  hundred  church  leaders 
are  expected  from  the  region,  which 
includes  nearly  two  million  Meth¬ 
odists  in  6,742  congregations  in 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Okla¬ 
homa,  and  Texas. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  head  of  the  church’s 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  convocation  program 
committee. 

Principal  speakers  at  the  three- 
day  meeting  include  Bishop  Richard 
C.  Raines  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  church’s  Division  of 
World  Missions;  Dr.  Nels  F.  S. 
Ferre,  professor  of  Christian  theol¬ 
ogy  at  Andover  Newton  Theologi¬ 
cal  School,  Newton,  Mass.;  Dr.  Ray¬ 
mond  J.  Seeger  of  the  National 
Science  Foundation,  Washington,  D. 
C.;  and  Dr.  Harold  C.  Case,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Boston  University,  Boston, 
Mass. 

All  of  the  seven  bishops  of  the 
jurisdiction  and  a  number  of  na¬ 
tional  executives  of  the  church’s 
general  boards  and  agencies  will 
also  participate  in  the  program. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton, 
minister  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  chairman  of  the 
jurisdictional  council,  which  is 
sponsoring  the  convocation. 

A  feature  of  the  opening  day  of 
the  convocation  will  be  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  the  new  president  of  the 
National  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  being  established  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  Dr.  Don  W.  Holter  will  be 
formally  installed  at  11  a.  m.  cere¬ 
monies  on  April  7  at  the  Music  Hall 
in  the  Kansas  City  auditorium.  Prin¬ 
cipal  speaker  for  the  occasion  will 
be  Dr.  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  New  York  City. 

Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank  of  St. 
Louis,  head  of  the  church’s  Missouri 
Area,  will  welcome  the  delegates. 

Preceding  the  convocation,  the 
J urisdiction  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  will  meet  at  9 
a.  m.  on  Tuesday,  April  7.  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Horton,  Jr.,  of  Houston,  Texas,  jur¬ 
isdiction  president,  will  preside. 

Top  lay  leaders  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  will  address  group  meetings  on 
Thursday,  April  9.  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Mayfield  of  Chicago,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
will  address  the  laymen,  and  Mrs. 


Pictured  above,  L  to  R,  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Martin  of  Little  Rock,  Rev.  Ben  F.  Youngblood  of  Shreve- 
Matthews  of  Calico  Rock,  Arkansas,  Bishop  Paul  E.  port,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Williams  of  Ruston,  La. 


Seven  From  Ark.-La.  Area  Commissioned  By  Missions  Board 


J.  Fount  Tillman  of  Lewisburg, 
Tenn.  will  speak  to  the  women.  Mrs. 
Tillman  is  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service.  At  the 
same  time,  Dr.  Ferre  will  address 
the  clergy. 


Seven  persons  from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  were  among  the  72 
commissioned  at  the  closing  session  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  on  Friday  evening,  January  23. 

These  included  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Matthews  of  Calico  Rock 
and  Arkadelphia,  Arkansas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Williams  of  Ruston,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood  of  Shreveport,  Miss  Mary  Joyce  Harton  of  Cam¬ 
den,  and  Miss  Wilma  Snare  of  New  Orleans. 


A  special  feature  of  the  convo¬ 
cation  will  be  a  briefing  conference 
conducted  by  the  Commission  on 
Promotion  and  Cultivation,  with  na¬ 
tional  offices  in  Chicago.  Heading 
this  presentation  will  be  Bishop 
William  C.  Martin,  Dallas,  Tex., 
commission  chairman,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  E.  Harold  Mohn,  Chicago,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary. 

Interest  groups  on  a  dozen  differ¬ 
ent  phases  of  the  church’s  work  will 
be  led  by  other  members. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
the  period  Jan.  29-Feb.  7  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Jan.  29  .  Romans  14:1-12 

Jan.  30  .  Romans  14:13-23 

Jan.  31  . Romans  15:1-13 

Feb.  1  .  Romans  15:14-21 

Feb.  2  .  Romans  15:22-33 

Feb.  3  .  Romans  16:1-16 

Feb.  4  .  Romans  16:17-27 

Feb.  5  .  Corinthians  1:1-19 

Feb.  6  .  Corinthians  1:20-31 

Feb.  7  .  Corinthians  2:1-16 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Matthews  have  been  assigned  to  the  Belgian  Congo 
where  he  will  do  agricultural  demonstration  work  and  she  will  do  educa¬ 
tional  work.  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews  is  the  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joe  E.  Mat¬ 
thews  of  Calico  Rock.  Mrs.  Matthews  is  the  former  Miss  Patricia  Hunter 
of  Arkadelphia,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  H.  Hunter.  Mr. 


Matthews  will  receive  his  B.  D.  de¬ 
gree  from  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  June.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University-  of  Arkansas.  Mrs. 
Matthews  is  a  graduate  of  Hender¬ 
son  State  Teachers  College  in  Ar¬ 
kadelphia.  They  have  a  three- 
months-old  son,  Mark.  They  will 
sail  soon  after  July  15  for  Brussels, 
Belgium  where  they  will  have  one 
year  of  language  study. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Williams  will 
go  to  Bolivia  where  Mr.  Williams 
will  do  agricultural  demonstration 
work  and  Mrs.  Williams  will  be  a 
missionary  teacher.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  the  former  Miss  Julia  McLean  of 
Ruston.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Edward,  6,  Jim  Bob, 
5,  and  Christy  Lou,  17  months.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Williams,  now  students  at 
Scarritt,  will  leave  for  Costa  Rica 
in  April  where  they  will  have  eight 
months  of  language  study,  and  will 
continue  to  Bolivia  in  January  of 
1960.  They  have  been  assigned  to 
Ancoraimes. 

Rev.  Ben  Youngblood  will  com¬ 
plete  four  years  next  June  as  Min¬ 
ister  of  Religious  Education  at  the 


Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  He  will 
leave  for  his  assignment  in  Hawaii 
in  June  following  the  meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
He  will  be  assigned  to  the  Kailua 
Methodist  Church  at  Kailua,  Ha¬ 
waii,  a  suburb  of  Honolula.  Mr. 
Youngblood  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  W.  F.  Youngblood  and  Mrs. 
Alice  Youngblood  who  resides  in 
M  e  a  d  v  i  1 1  e,  Mississippi.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Millsaps  College  and  of 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Miss  Harton  was  assigned  in  1958 
as  a  rural  worker  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  in  the  Camden  District  in 
the  Little  Rock  Conference.  Miss 
Harton  is  a  native  of  Columbus, 
Ga.,  and  a  graduate  of  Andrew  Col¬ 
lege  in  Cuthbert,  Ga.  She  also  at¬ 
tended  Scarritt  College  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Workers  at  Nashville.  She 
lives  in  Magnolia  and  she  is  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Columbia  County 
Group  Ministry. 

Among  others  attending  the  board 
meeting  from  the  Arkansas-Louisi- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


$10,000,000  Over  1957  Total 

Methodists  Spend  Record  $119,618,515 
On  Church  Construction  Projects  in  1958 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS) — A  record  $119,618,515  was  spent  on  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  construction  projects  during  1958,  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Missions  was  told  at  its  annual  meeting  here. 

Dr.  B.  P.  Murphy  of  Philadelphia,  executive  secretary  of  the  Section 
of  Church  Extension  of  the  board’s  Division  of  National  Missions,  said  this 
was  more  than  $10,000,000  over  the  1957  total  and  $5,400,000  more  than 
the  old  1956  high  of  $114,900,000. 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Murphy  pointed  out  that  of  the  $483,485,317  spent 
for  all  purposes  by  the  Church  in  1958,  almost  $1  out  of  every  $4  went  for 
buildings  and  improvements. 

In  the  last  six  years,  he  added,  Methodists  have  spent  more  than  $631,- 
000,000  for  church  extension.  He  said  that  from  1940  to  1958,  the  value  of 

Methodist  local  church  property  in-  _ 

creased  almost  fourfold — from  about 


BISHOP  JOHN  BRANSCOMB 


Methodist  Bishop 
Dies  Following 
Heart  Attack 

Methodist  Bishop  John  Branscomb 
of  the  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  episcopal 
area,  died  in  his  sleep  Jan.  16  at 
the  Orange  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Orlando,  Fla.,  following  a  heart  at¬ 
tack.  He  was  53. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Jan. 
17  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Orlando,  where  the  bishop  was  pas¬ 
tor  from  1944  to  1952,  and  burial  fol¬ 
lowed  the  next  day  in  his  home 
town  of  Union  Springs,  Ala. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  the 
former  Elizabeth  Keller;  a  son,  John 
Rufus,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Milton 
Davis,  Jr.,  both  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
two  grandchildren. 

Bishop  Branscomb  became  ill  Jan. 
5  while  attending  a  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence  evangelistic  rally  in  Ocala.  He 
dismissed  it  as  a  digestive  upset,  but 
a  physical  examination  next  day 
revealed  that  he  had  suffered  a 
heart  attack.  He  was  hospitalized 
immediately  and  was  thought  to  be 
making  a  good  recovery  when  he 
suffered  a  fatal  attack  10  days  later. 

Friends  said  the  bishop  was  phys¬ 
ically  exhausted  when  he  returned 
home  December  3  from  a  six-weeks 
visitation  to  Methodist  work  in 
South  America,  but  that  he  plunged 
immediately  into  a  series  of  district 
conferences. 

Bishop  Branscomb  was  widely- 
known  for  his  vigorous  preaching, 
and  his  interest  in  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sionary  program. 

He  spent  his  entire  ministry  in 
Florida,  starting  in  1928  as  pastor 
of  the  Boca  Granda  church.  Later 
pastorates  included  churches  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Arcadia,  Tampa  and  Or¬ 
lando. 

In  1952  he  was  elected  a  bishop 
by  the  Methodist  Church’s  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  and  assigned  to 
the  Jacksonville  Area,  comprising 
the  Florida  and  Cuba  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

Bishop  Branscomb  was  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Emory  University,  receiving 
the  A.B.  and  B.D.  degrees  in  1926 
and  1928,  respectively.  He  did  grad¬ 
uate  work  at  Garrett  Biblical  In¬ 
stitute,  and  held  honorary  doctor¬ 
ates  from  Emory,  Florida  Southern 
College  and  Bethune-Cookman  Col¬ 
lege. 

Bishop  Branscomb  was  chairman 
of  the  Methodist  College  of  Bishops, 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction;  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Advance  Committee,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  and  the  Interboard  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Christian  Vocations;  vice 
president  of  the  Lake  Junaluska, 


$676,000,000  to  $2,670,000,000. 

Dr.  Murphy  explained  that  if  the 
increase  were  divided  equally 
among  Methodism’s  almost  40,000 
churches,  it  would  mean  that  the 
average  local  church  building  had 
increased  in  value  by  about  $51,000 
in  17  years. 

“Methodism,”  he  observed,  “has 
made  a  prodigious  effort  to  build 
its  share  of  churches  to  meet  the 
expanding  and  shifting  population 
of  the  United  States.” 

Dr.  Murphy  noted  that  the  Church 
is  using  its  credit  for  construction 
projects.  At  the  same  time,  he  point¬ 
ed  out  that  the  1957  local  church 
debt  increased  by  $37,000,000  to  al¬ 
most  $189,000,000.  This  was  despite 
the  fact  that  churches  paid  off  $52,- 
000,000  in  mortgages. 

“We  become  concerned  about  local 
church  debt,”  Dr.  Murphy  said, 
“when  churches  are  forced  to  cur¬ 
tail  benevolences  and  service  activ¬ 
ities  in  order  to  meet  debt  payments. 
Admittedly,  there  are  a  few  local 
churches  that  have  borrowed  heav¬ 
ily;  about  250  are  struggling  with 
excessive  debts.  But  viewed  as  a 
whole,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
debt  is  becoming  too  large  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  value  of  local  church 
property. 

“If  the  present  trend  continues, 
however,  there  will  be  a  total  debt 
twice  the  present  amount  in  five  or 
six  years.  That  would  mean  Meth¬ 
odist  indebtedness  of  more  than 
$375,000,000.” 

Dr.  Murphy  said  that  during  1958 
the  Division  of  National  Missions 
made  327  grants  totaling  $1,442,540 
and  156  loans  totaling  $2,271,621.  He 
said  both  totals  were  slightly  lower 
than  the  comparable  figures  for  1957 
and  stressed  that  although  these 
funds  were  distributed  throughout 
virtually  all  of  Methodism’s  103  An¬ 
nual  Conferences,  by  far  the  largest 
amounts  in  grants  were  given  to 
churches  in  the  home  mission  areas 
of  Alaska,  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico. 

In  the  field  of  fund-raising,  Dr. 
Murphy  reported  that  14  full-time 
and  five  part-time  directors  raised 
$28,203,938  in  324  local  church  cam¬ 
paigns  in  1958 — about  $3,000,000  be¬ 
low  the  1957  figure.  The  decrease 
was  attributed  to  the  recession,  he 
said,  and  to  an  unusual  number  of 
fund-raising  campaigns. 

Dr.  Murphy  also  cited  evidence  of 
an  apparently  growing  interest  in 
good  church  architecture.  He  ob¬ 
served  that  the  number  of  requests 
for  service  from  the  Board’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Architecture  was  up  one- 
third. 


N.C.,  Methodist  Assembly,  and  a 
trustee  of  several  Methodist  col¬ 
leges. 


Methodist  Women 
Ask  End  of 
Selective  Service 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— End¬ 
ing  of  selective  service,  a  greatly 
expanded  U.  S.  foreign  aid  pro¬ 
gram,  federal  assistance  to  educa¬ 
tion,  and  revision  of  U.  S.  immigra¬ 
tion  policy  were  urged  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service. 

In  resolutions  adopted  at  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  here,  the  division  also 
outlined  a  housing  program  which 
it  said  would  provide  “a  decent 
home  and  suitable  living  environ¬ 
ment  for  every  American  family.” 

The  division  has  31,000  societies  in 
the  U.S.  with  1,800,000  members. 

Further  extension  of  the  selective 
service  system  through  which  young 
men  are  inducted  into  the  Army 
was  opposed  by  the  division,  which 
also  has  been  consistently  opposed 
to  universal  military  training  in 
times  of  peace. 

Expansion  of  the  U.S.  technical 
assistance  and  mutual  aid  programs, 
with  separation  of  military  help 
from  economic  aid,  was  supported 
by  the  women’s  group.  It  urged 
that  “a  substantial  portion  of  any 
savings  realized  by  disarmament”  be 
devoted  to  foreign  aid. 

Legislation  which  would  make 
federal  funds  available  for  tax-sup¬ 
ported  schools  with  state  and  local 
administration  was  asked  of  Con¬ 
gress.  This  aid  should  cover  needed 
school  construction  and  bring  teach¬ 
er  salaries  to  “adequate  levels,”  the 
resolution  said. 

Revision  of  U.S.  immigration  laws 
to  permit  the  admission  of  300,000 
immigrants  annually  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  delegates.  They  call¬ 
ed  this  “a  realistic  provision  well 
within  the  number  that  can  be  ab¬ 
sorbed  without  danger  to  the  U.S. 
economy.”  Removal  of  all  immigra¬ 
tion  quotas  and  other  restrictions 
based  on  race,  nationality  or  sex  al¬ 
so  was  urged. 

In  its  resolution  on  housing,  the 
division  asked  for  legislation  pro¬ 
viding  for  a  public  housing  program 
in  the  next  two  years  to  meet  the 
needs  of  all  low-income  families 
now  living  in  substandard  housing. 

Delegates  called  for  expanded 
m  i  d  d  1  e-income  housing,  adequate 
help  for  city  planning,  slum  clear¬ 
ance  and  urban  renewal,  an  ex¬ 
panded  rural  housing  program  and 
increased  emphasis  upon  open  occu¬ 
pancy  in  every  phase  of  the  hous¬ 
ing  program. 


Methodists  Are 
Reported  Growing 
In  Europe 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)  — 
Methodist  churches  are  showing 
some  growth  in  several  countries  of 
Europe,  including  a  few  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain,  a  Methodist  missions 
executive  said  here. 

The  Rev.  C.  Melvin  Blake  of  New 
York,  secretary  for  Africa  and  Eu¬ 
rope  of  the  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions  told  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
that  in  at  least  two  countries,  Fin¬ 
land  and  Sweden,  a  downward 
membership  trend  had  been  re¬ 
versed. 

In  Poland  there  is  “a  resurgence 
of  Methodism,”  Mr.  Blake  reported. 
A  Methodist  seminary  is  expected 
to  reopen  in  the  fall,  and  seven  new 
ministers  have' been  ordained. 

Work  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Germany  “evidenced  a  fruitful 
year,”  Mr.  Blake  said.  Two  semi¬ 
naries  are  in  operation,  one  of  them 
with  25  students  in  East  Germany. 

He  reported  that  Methodist  work 
in  Hungary  was  “going  on  with  a 
fine  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship” 
and  that  pastors  have  been  especial¬ 
ly  grateful  for  contributions  of 
clothing  from  abroad. 

In  Czechoslovakia,  he  said,  the 
Methodists  work  in  strict  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Czeck  Ministry  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  all  pastors  are  paid  by 
the  state. 

Scandinavian  Methodists  built 
more  churches  in  1958  than  in  any 
year  since  Methodist  work  began 
there,  Mr.  Blake  reported.  Member¬ 
ship  in  Finland  has  increased  every 
year  since  1955,  he  said. 

Methodists  Spend 
$27,000,000  for 
Missions  in  1958 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— Dis¬ 
bursements  of  The  Methodist 
Church  for  mission  work  in  the 
U.  S.  and  overseas  in  1958  were  al¬ 
most  $2,000,000  greater  than  the 
year  before,  delegates  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Missions  here  were  told. 

Dr.  Ashton  A.  Almand  of  New 
York,  an  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
board,  reported  that  $27,084,000  had 
been  disbursed  last  year,  an  increase 
of  $1,875,000  over  1957.  Total  income 
for  the  board  and  its  divisions  was 
$27,898,000,  a  gain  of  $136,000  over 
the  previous  year. 

Most  of  the  board’s  income  came 
from  the  giving  of  9,700,000  Meth¬ 
odists  through  various  Church  chan¬ 
nels.  The  board  spent  $14,000,000  for 
its  work  in  44  countries  overseas, 
and  over  $9,000,000  for  work  in  thp 
U.S.,  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Largest  single  source  of  mission 
revenue  was  the  giving  of  1,800,000 
Methodist  women  through  31,000 
Woman’s  Societies  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice.  Last  year  the  women  gave 
$8,743,000,  an  increase  of  $300,000 
over  1957. 

Second  largest  source  of  income 
was  the  giving  of  Methodist  church¬ 
es  to  the  World  Service  fund.  Out 
of  this  giving,  the  board  received 
$6,520,000  an  increase  of  $200,000. 


Page  Two 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Sofia  Radio  Complains 
That  Workers  Observe 
Religious  Holidays 

Vienna  (RNS') — A  Sofia  Radio 
broadcast  complained  that  fac¬ 
tory  workers  in  Communist  Bul¬ 
garia  are  “absenting  themselves 
from  work  whenever  a  religious 
holiday  occurs.” 

“What  is  even  worse,”  the  sta¬ 
tion  said,  “is  that  management, 
instead  of  combatting  this  situ¬ 
ation,  has  been  very  tolerant.” 

The  station  added  that  even 
members  of  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  take  time  off  from  their  jQbs 
to  attend  religious  ceremonies  of 
feast  days. 


Filibuster  Debate 
Holds  Up  Senate 
Chaplain  Election 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Debate 
over  changing  the  United  States 
Senate  rules  to  eliminate  filibusters 
kept  that  body  from  re-electing  Dr. 
Frederick  Brown  Harris  as  chap¬ 
lain. 

Dr.  Harris  continued  praying  for 
the  Senators  anyway.  All  the  other 
officials  of  the  Senate  also  stayed 
on  the  job,  even  though  their  status 
was  not  official. 

The  unusual  situation  occurred 
because  the  first  action  the  Senate 
takes  after  administering  the  oath 
to  Senators-elect  is  to  adopt  its 
rules.  Usually  this  is*  accomplished 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  and  the 
Senate  then  proceeds  to  complete 
its  organization  by  adopting  a  reso¬ 
lution  naming  its  regular  officers, 
including  the  chaplain,  sergeant-at- 
arms,  doorkeeper,  and  others. 

However,  a  vigorous  floor  battle 
immediately  broke  out  over  the 
various  motions  to  amend  the  rule 
on  unlimited  debate. 

While  Dr.  Harris  was  awaiting  his 
official  election,  the  House  chose 
Dr.  Bernard  Braskamp  as  its  chap¬ 
lain. 

Both  chaplains  are  retired  minis¬ 
ters.  Dr.  Harris  retired  from  the 
pulpit  of  Foundry  Methodist  church 
in  1955  after  serving  nearly  30 
years,  while  Dr.  Braskamp  retired 
from  Gunton-Temple  Memorial 
Presbyterian  church  in  1951  after 
serving  40  years.  Dr.  Harris  has 
been  chaplain  of  the  Senate,  except 
for  three  years  since  1942  and  Dr. 
Braskamp  has  been  chaplain  of  the 
House  since  1949. 


Poland  Votes  Funds  for 
Non-Religious  Cemeteries 

Warsaw  (RNS) — The  Polish  par¬ 
liament  has  voted  funds  to  set  up  a 
number  of  non-religious  cemeteries 
throughout  the  country  for  persons 
who  do  not  want  to  be  buried  in 
consecrated  ground. 

Observers  here  noted  that  last 
year  several  Roman  Catholic  clergy¬ 
men  were  fined  or  imprisoned  for 
refusing  to  bury  known  Commun¬ 
ists  in  Catholic  cemeteries.  The 
priests’  attitude  was  alleged  by 
Communist  leaders  to  have  pro¬ 
voked  riots  in  some  communities. 


Getting  Away  from  It  All 

Georgians  Set  Up  A  Religious  Retreat 
To  Aid  Rehabilitation  of  Alcoholics 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (RNS)— In  the  hills  of  Habersham,  Georgia,  there  is 
a  group  with  an  abiding  faith  in  their  ability  to  cure  alcoholism. 

These  men  hope  to  have  in  operation  by  next  spring  a  retreat  where 
Georgians  who  have  become  alcoholics  can  be  cured — not  by  medicine,  but 
by  returning  to  the  God  of  their  fathers  and  to  a  way  of  life  that  is  more 
and  more  a  thing  of  the  ^ast. 

“Our  only  psychology  will  be  the  Bible,  and  our  only  psychiatrist  will 
be  God,”  said  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Helping  Hand  Home  near  Talullah 
Falls,  Ga. 

The  emphasis  will  be  on  spiritual  reinforcement.  On  the  stationery  of 
the  Helping  Hand  Home  is  this  Bible  verse:  “I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengthens  me.” 


Ban  Sought  on 
Liquor  Ads  In 
Interstate  Commerce 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Legis¬ 
lation  to  ban  alcohol  beverage  ad¬ 
vertising  i  n  interstate  commerce 
was  re-introduced  in  the  House  by 
Rep.  Eugene  Siler  (R.-Ky.). 

Mr.  Siler  sponsored  a  similar  bill 
in  both  the  84th  and  85th  Congress¬ 
es. 

The  measure  would  provide  that 
it  would  be  unlawful  for  any  brew¬ 
er,  distiller,  or  vintner  to  cause  to 
be  transported  in  interstate  com¬ 
merce  advertising  “containing  any 
solicitation  of  an  order  for  alco¬ 
holic  beverages.” 

Strong  support  was  evidenced  by 
religious  and  temperance  groups 
for  a  similar  measure  sponsored  last 
session  in  the  Senate  by  Sen.  Wil¬ 
liam  Langer  (R.-N.D.)  on  which 
public  hearings  were  held  by  the 
Senate  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr.  Siler  said  that  he  would  ask 
Rep.  Oren  Harris  (D.-Ark.),  chair¬ 
man  of  the  House  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Committee,  to  hold  hearings 
on  his  bill  this  session. 

“The  liquor  traffic  is  detrimental 
to  our  young  people  and  the  cause 
of  much  crime,”  the  Kentucky  con¬ 
gressman  said.  “I  think  our  country 
would  be  better  off  if  we  didn’t 
have  the  added  temptation  of  ad¬ 
vertising  urging  people,  particularly 
our  young  people,  to  take  up  drink¬ 
ing.” 

Reports  Crippling  Blows 
To  Protestantism 
In  Red  China 

New  York  (RNS) — All  Protestant 
denominations  in  Communist  China 
are  being  merged  into  a  single 
church  body  and  the  majority  of 
local  churches  are  being  forced  to 
close,  according  to  reports  received 
by  the  China  Committee  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Wallace  C.  Merwin,  executive 
secretary  of  the  committee,  a  unit 
of  the  Council’s  Division  of  Foreign 
Missions,  said  that  16  long-estab¬ 
lished  denominations  in  China  are 
involved  in  the  merger. 

Typical  of  the  closing  of  churches 
was  the  shutdown  of  all  but  12  of 
200  Protestant  churches  in  Shanghai 
and  all  but  four  of  65  in  Peiping  he 
said.  Closed  churches  are  being 
turned  over  to  the  government  as 
“patriotic  gifts,”  he  added. 


But  in  addition  to  the  spiritual 
theorapy  will  be  the  return — for  the 
eight-week  period  that  alcoholics 
will  spend  at  the  mountain  haven — 
to  nature. 

In  a  sense  trustees  of  the  Helping 
Hand  will  be  operating  a  time  ma¬ 
chine:  “We’ll  give  these  men  a 
chance  to  get  away  from  the  pres¬ 
sures  and  hubbub  of  20th  Century 
life  for  awhile,”  one  official  put  it. 

“You  know,”  he  continued,  “some¬ 
times  the  tensions  of  modern  life 
cause  a  man  to  break  down  a  little. 
What  we  want  to  give  them  is  a 
chance  to  get  away  from  that.” 

So,  beginning  in  the  spring,  25  to 
30  men  will  go  into  a  Georgia  near¬ 
wilderness  to  seek  comfort  and  cure 
in  the  soil  and  in  religion.  Some  of 
the  men  will  do  the  chores  inside 
the  12-room  home.  Others  will  tend 
the  lawns  and  gardens  on  the  eight- 
acre  estate.  While  the  remaining 
men  will  take  care  of  the  livestock 
and  poultry  and  work  in  the  orch¬ 
ards  and  fields. 

Congregation 
Leases  Property 
In  Church  Dispute 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS) — Proper¬ 
ty  adjacent  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  Pru- 
den’s  Broadmoor  Southern  Baptist 
church  here  has  been  leased  to  a 
congregation  of  the  same  denomi¬ 
nation  which  the  minister  says  is 
trying  to  take  away  his  segregated 
church. 

Elbert  L.  Fausett,  real  estate 
broker,  said  the  new  University 
Baptist  church  can  occupy  the  leased 
building  on  or  before  Feb.  15. 

Mr.  Pruden  has  charged  that  the 
new  church  was  being  organized  in 
an  effort  to  silence  him  because  of 
his  strong  stand  against  integration. 


Bill  Would  Bar  Youths 
From  Obscene  Films 

Annapolis,  Md.  (RNS)  —  A 
church-supported  bill  to  prohibit 
the  showing  of  “obscene”  movies 
to  youths  under  18  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  state  legislature 
here. 

Twenty-eight  members  of  the 
House  and  seven  senators  joined 
in  sponsoring  the  measure.  A 
similar  bill,  apply  to  youths  un¬ 
der  16,  was  defeated  by  a  close 
vote  in  the  House  last  year. 

Supporting  the  new  bill  are 
many  civic  and  religious  groups. 
Violators  of  the  proposed  law 
would  be  subject  to  a  misde¬ 
meanor  fine  of  $25  for  each  of¬ 
fense. 


80%  Eligible  Youths 
Reported  Enrolled 
For  Red  Rites 

Berlin  (RNS) — Over  80  per  cent 
of  eligible  young  people  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Zone  of  Germany  have  already 
enrolled  for  next  spring’s  Commun¬ 
ist  youth  dedication  ceremonies 
there  according  to  Neues  Deutsch¬ 
land,  official  organ  of  the  Socialist 
Unity  (Communist)  Party. 

The  rites,  an  atheistic  counterpart 
of  Christian  Confirmation,  have  re¬ 
peatedly  been  denounced  by  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Roman  Catholic  authori¬ 
ties. 

Junge  Welt  (Young  World)  offi¬ 
cial  organ  of  the  Communist  Youth 
organization  in  East  Germany 
meanwhile  has  featured  a  contest 
for  the  best  design  of  a  “festive 
dress”  to  be  worn  by  participants 
in  the  Communist  rites. 

At  the  same  time,  regional  com¬ 
mittees  for  the  promotion  of  the 
ceremonies  have  ordered  special 
“activist  brigades”  to  be  formed  in 
all  larger  Soviet  Zone  factories 
which  are  to  propagate  the  rites. 

Although  Protestant  and  Catholic 
leaders  have  condemned  the  Red 
rites  as  irreconcilable  with  the 
Christian  faith,  they  have  recently 
adopted  a  more  lenient  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  issue  in  view  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  political  pressure  imposed 
by  the  Communists  upon  parents 
and  children  to  force  youngsters  to 
take  part  in  the  ceremonies. 

East  German  Protestant  Churches 
have  adopted  temporary  regulations 
which  will  permit  young  people  to 
continue  taking  part  in  the  life  of 
the  Church  even  if  they  have  en¬ 
rolled  for,  or  participated  in,  the 
Communist  rites.  They  also  will  ad¬ 
mit  such  youngsters  to  Confirmation 
after  they  have  shown  for  at  least 
one  year  that  they  want  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  members  of  the  Church. 

Methodist  Church 
Is  Progressing 
In  Formosa 

Hong  Kong  (RNS) — The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Formosa  is  making 
slow  but  steady  progress  since  it 
was  established  in  1953.  Congrega¬ 
tions,  made  up  of  refugees  from  the 
China  mainland,  have  been  founded 
in  Taipei,  Saichung  and  Tainan. 
Recently  a  new  Wesley  Methodist 
church  building  was  dedicated  in 
Taipei. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  China 
had  been  in  existence  for  more  than 
100  years  when  the  Communists 
seized  control  of  the  mainland.  Ten 
annual  conferences  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  with  four  bishops  and  450 
ministers  serving  800  churches  with 
a  total  membership  of  80,000.  _  There 
also  were  scores  of  schools,  hospitals 
and  related  Methodist-sponsored 
service  projects. 

Each  congregation  in  Formosa  to¬ 
day  places  primary  emphasis  on 
evangelism  and  the  establishment 
of  strong  self-supporting  local 
churches.  Many  activities  such  as 
Sunday  schools,  youth  fellowship 
groups  and  Rome  Christianizing 
work  are  carried  on  by  scores  of 
voluntary  church  workers. 

Wesley  Grove,  a  10-acre  tract  of 
land  on  Yang  Ming  hill  here  serves 
as  a  conference  and  training  center 
with  year-round  Christian  activities. 
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Editorial 

Not  How  Much  But  How 

THE  amount  of  money  that  the  average  American  handles  is 
probably  at  an  all-time  high.  In  importance  though,  how  a 
person  spends  that  money  is  of  more  significance  than  how 
much  money  he  spends.  If  how  Americans  spend  their  money  is 
indicative  of  their  sense  of  stewardship,  and  we  believe  it  is,  then 
Americans  have  a  long  way  to  go  in  measuring  up  to  what  would 
generally  be  regarded  as  a  genuine  Christian  stewardship. 

According  to  the  February  issue  of  the  American  Mercury 
Magazine,  recently  compiled  figures  show  that  in  1956  the  American 
public  spent  $10.5  billion  for  alcoholic  beverages.  During  the  same 
year  $8.6  billion  was  spent  in  public  education  for  32%  million  chil¬ 
dren  in  U.  S.  public  schools.  This  means  that  for  every  $1  invested 
in  public  school  education,  Americans  spent  $1.21  for  some  form  of 
beverage  alcohol.  This  doesn’t  seem  to  make  real  sense,  does  it? 

The  article  points  out  further  that  Americans  during  that  same 
year  gave  an  average  of  $22.40  each  to  charitable  and  religious 
groups.  This  may  seem  rather  large  when  this  amount  of  giving  is 
figured  for  each  and  every  adult  and  child  from  all  walks  of  life. 
However,  that  figure  loses  some  of  its  luster  when  compared  to  the 
$62.62  average  spent  by  every  person  for  beverage  alcohol. 

From  another  source  we  have  learned  that  it  was  recently 
established  that  approximately  $30  billion  is  wagered,  legally  and 
illegally,  annually  by  U.  S.  citizens.  That  staggering  figure  places 
this  country  in  the  undisputed  lead  of  all  other  nations  in  gambling. 

One  might  seriously  raise  the  question  as  to  the  extent  which 
church  people  have  a  responsibility  in  these  huge  amounts  being 
spent  for  liquor  and  gambling.  Certainly,  there  is  some  question 
as  to  the  propriety  of  $40  billions  being  spent  annually  for  such 
uncreative  purposes,  all  representing  a  drain  on  the  nation’s  spiritu¬ 
al  and  economic  well  being. 

For  most  church  people  who  neither  drink  nor  gamble,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  not  enough  that  they  themselves  refrain  from  en¬ 
gaging  in  either  of  these  activities.  An  active,  courageous,  and 
militant  stand  should  be  taken  which  would  restrain  these  activities 
that  have  such  a  detrimental  influence  on  the  life  of  America  and 
its  leadership  in  the  world. 

Circulation  Campaign  Report  No.  1 

PRINTED  elsewhere  in  this  issue  is  the  first  report  by  charges 
of  the  Annual  Area-Wide  Circulation  Campaign  for  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist.  The  report 
indicates  that  the  progress  of  the  campaign  is  good,  with  reports 
being  received  on  schedule  and  in  about  the  same  numbers  as  cam¬ 
paigns  within  recent  years  which  have  produced  the  high  level  of 
circulation  the  publications  now  enjoy. 

A  total  of  21,729  subscriptions  had  been  reported  through  noon 
of  last  Saturday,  the  first  week  of  reporting.  These  subscriptions 
came  from  308  charges  in  the  two  Arkansas  conferences  and  from 
167  charges  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Approximately  the  same 
number  of  churches  in  both  states  reported  approximately  the  same 
number  of  subscriptions  the  first  week  as  in  the  first  report  of  the 
1958  circulation  campaign. 

Three  districts  in  Arkansas  and  one  district  in  Louisiana 
reached  their  quotas  during  the  first  week.  These  included  the 
Batesville,  Camden  and  Conway  Districts  in  Arkansas  and  the 
Ruston  District  in  Louisiana. 

Report  No.  2  will  be  published  in  next  week’s  issue  and  will 
include  all  subscriptions  reaching  our  office  by  Saturday  noon, 
January  31.  Every  effort  should  be  made  by  every  charge  to  have 
a  report  included  by  that  time. 


The  Living  Scriptures—  by  Jack  Hamm 

Dirty  Laundry  Tagging  Along 


New  Missionary  Leadership  From  Area 


THE  dozen  or  so  Methodists  from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  who 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of  Missions 
last  week  in  Pennsylvania  were  inspired  by  thrilling  reports 
from  mission  fields  in  the  distant  places  of  the  world  as  well  as  by 
challenging  plans  for  stepping  up  mission  work  in  American  cities 
and  rural  areas.  However,  we  are  confident  that  those  of  our  num¬ 
ber  were  most  inspired  by  the  seven  persons  of  Arkansas  and  Louisi¬ 
ana  who  were  commissioned  for  missionary  service.  These  included 
an  Arkansas  couple,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Matthews  of  Calico  Rock 
and  Arkadelphia,  and  a  Louisiana  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Ruston  who  were  commissioned  as  Methodist  missionaries 
and  assigned  to  the  Belgian  Congo  and  Bolivia,  respectively.  In 
addition,  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood,  a  Louisiana  minister,  a  native  of 
Mississippi  serving  on  the  staff  of  Mangum  Memorial  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  was  commissioned  a  missionary  and  will  go  in  June  to  Ha¬ 
waii.  Commissioned  as  a  deaconess  was  Miss  Mary  Joyce  Harton, 
a  native  of  Georgia  who  has  been  serving  for  several  months  as  a 
rural  worker  in  the  Camden  District  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

Also,  commissioned  as  a  deaconess  was  Miss  Wilma  Snare  of 
New  Mexico,  who  has  been  serving  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center 
in  New  Orleans. 

At  a  time  when  consecrated  leadership  is  desperately  needed 
in  so  many  areas  of  activity,  it  is  heartening  to  know  that  persons 
so  capable  and  committed  are  giving  themselves  in  such  a  splendid 
way.  Our  prayers  and  support  go  with  each  of  them. 
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REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  preached  at  the  morning 
worship  service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  28.  Rev.  Carl  F. 
Lueg  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

OPEN  HOUSE  will  be  held  at  the  new  Le- 
compte  Methodist  Parsonage  on  Sunday, 
February  1  from  2:00  until  5:00  p.m.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Frank  Stage,  extends  a  cordial  invitation 
tc  the  public  to  attend. 

THE  ANNA  GRAY  NOE  Sunday  School  Class 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  will 
present  the  Centenary  College  Choir  in  a  con¬ 
cert  February  3,  at  Brown  Auditorium.  The  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  this  concert  will  once  again  be  used 
for  the  Ministerial  Student  Scholarship  Fund 
which  this  class  maintains.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HENRY  RICKEY,  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  preached  at  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Sunday  morning, 
Dec.  21.  Rev.  Robert  Carter,  pastor  of  the  Cov¬ 
ington  Methodist  Church,  and  chairman  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Commission  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  preached  on  Sunday,  Dec.  28.  Dr. 
A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Natchitoches,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  to  be 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Iowa,  be¬ 
ginning  February  22.  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist  Church,  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  song  services.  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Miller  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  preached  at  both 
morning  worship  services  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  18.  His 
subject  was  entitled,  “God’s  Great  Dream.”  He 
brought  highlights  of  the  Evangelistic  Mission 
to  South  America  at  both  services.  Dr.  Guy  M. 
Hicks  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Elizabeth  Sulli¬ 
van  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
include:  An  Adult  Convocation,  Jan.  12,  led  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh;  An  address  at 
the  evening  worship  hour,  Sunday,  Jan.  18,  by 
Charles  Flurry,  L.M.C.F.;  and  an  address  by 
Dr.  Meffre  Matta  of  New  Orleans  to  the  Men’s 
Club  on  Jan.  27.  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  PATRICK  HENRY  FONTAINE,  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  10.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  Pocahontas,  Mississippi,  on  Jan.  12,  with  Bish¬ 


op  Marvin  Franklin  officiating.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Fontaine  resided  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and 
would  have  reached  the  age  of  90  his  next  birth¬ 
day.  He  was  the  great  uncle  of  Mrs.  W.  W.  Tray¬ 
lor. 

JO  ANN  NEWBY,  director  of  Methodist  In¬ 
formation  Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal 
Area,  was  guest  speaker  Wednesday  morning, 
January  21,  for  East  Side  Junior  High  School 
Chapel  Service.  The  service  was  sponsored  by 
the  Junior  National  Honor  Society  in  Little  Rock. 
The  title  of  the  message  was,  “Three  Keys  to  a 
Full  Life,  Belief  in  God — In  Yourself  and  Your 
Fellowman.” 

THE  EPPS-FLOYD  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  held  a  “Night  Watch”  at  the  Epps 
Church  on  New  Year’s  Eve.  The  youth  were 
served  a  hamburger  supper  early  in  the  evening 
and  then  games  were  enjoyed.  A  candlelight 
worship  service  led  by  the  Epps  MYF,  closed  the 
old  year.  Approximately  35  young  people,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bennie  Robinson,  sponsors  of  the  Epps 
MYF,  and  Rev.  R.  C.  Willbanks,  pastor  of  the 
two  churches,  were  present. 

DR.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  was  guest  speaker 
at  Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  21.  Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sun¬ 
day  was  observed  on  that  day.  A  “White  Christ¬ 
mas”  for  a  family  in  need  was  brought  to  the 
church  at  the  Christmas  program  on  Friday,  Dec. 
19.  Gifts  of  canned  goods,  coffee,  sugar,  bread, 
etc.,  were  given  this  family.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CARROLLTON  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
New  Orleans,  has  successfully  organized  an 
Evening  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Robert 
W.  French,  a  leading  figure  in  the  Music  World 
around  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  French,  who  directs 
the  morning  choir,  has  reported  enthusiasm  and 
success  in  the  efforts  of  the  evening  choir.  This 
group,  separate  in  its  operation  from  the  morning 
choir,  sings  mostly  old  and  favorite  hymns,  offer¬ 
ing  one  as  special  music  each  Sunday  evening. 
Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  HODGES,  pastor  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  and  Tickfaw  Methodist  Churches, 
recently  completed  the  study  “Isaiah  Speaks.” 
A  highlight  of  the  study  was  the  drama  “Behold 
Your  God”  beautifully  presented  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Hammond 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Martha  Oversby  of 
Hammond  introduced,  the  members  of  the  cast: 
Mrs.  Marion  Kornegay,  Mrs.  Marie  Edwards,  Mrs. 
Lokey  Fowler,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Kornegay,  and  Mrs. 
Garner  Allen.  A  recording  of  the  magnificent 
“Halleluiah  Chorus”  climaxed  the  presentation. 


A  “NEIGHBORHOOD  PLAN”  has  been  launch¬ 
ed  in  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  On  Jan.  6  neighborhood  leaders 
met  to  plan  this  new  department  of  th§  growing 
program  of  the  church.  Thirty-two  “Neighbor¬ 
hood  Groups”  will  aid  in  the  work  of  evangel¬ 
ism,  promotion  and  fellowship  through  this  fllan 
which  is  under  the  direction  of  Jack  Jones,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commission  on  Membership  and 
Evangelism.  Section  Leaders  are:  Mrs.  Lois 
Hansard,  Mts.  C.  D.  Byers,  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie. 

ANEW  COMMUNION  SERVICE  was  dedicated 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  J.  J.  Lay  of  the  Gilliam 
Methodist  Church  on  Jan.  4.  The  Communion 
Service  was  presented  in  recognition  of  her 
faithfulness  as  communion  steward  for  50  years. 
In  addition  to  this  service,  she  taught  pre-school 
children  in  the  Sunday  School  for  over  40  years; 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  of  her  church,  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  She  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  former  organization,  and  as  treasurer 
of  each  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Lay  is  the  mother 
of  R.  P.  Lay,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader. 
Rev.  James  L.  Beasley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

TUDENT  RECOGNITION  DAY  was  observed 
in  the  Gilliam  Methodist  Church  on  Dec. 
28,  and  was  in  complete  charge  of  local  students. 
Rev.  Charles  Martin,  Mapleville,  Rhode  Island, 
presided;  Miss  Tanne  McDade  of  Belcher  read 
the  Scripture;  and  Rev.  Bob  Lytton  of  Decatur, 
Georgia,  brought  the  message  of  the  evening. 
The  choir  and  ushers  were  high  school  youth. 
At  the  close  of  the  service  the  young  people  were 
admonished  by  Mr.  Martin  to  face  the  problems 
of  life  squarely  and  seriously.  In  response  to  the 
challenge,  30  high  school  and  college  youth,  and 
one  service-man,  made  a  rededication  of  their 
lives  to  God.  This  group  was  from  the  Gilliam, 
Belcher  and  Dixie  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
churches,  because  the  youth  programs  in  these 
churches  is  a  united  one.  Rev.  James  L.  Beasley 
is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  SIMPLICITY  OF  GREATNESS 


Emerson  said,  “Nothing  is  more  simple  than  greatness;  indeed,  to 
be  simple  is  to  be  great.” 

In  reading  history  one  is  struck  with  a  certain  transparent  sim¬ 
plicity  characteristic  of  the  truly  great.  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi,  strip¬ 
ping  life  of  its  trappings  and  going  about  like  a  trustful  child  amid 
the  pompous  stage  play  of  princes;  Martin  Luther,  the  simple  monk 
who  single-mindedly  held  to  his  convictions,  saying,  “Here  I  stand, 
I  can  do  no  other”;  George  Washington,  the  country  squire  from  the 
Potomac  who  cut  through  the  pressure  groups  of  his  turbulent  time 
to  keep  a  singleness  of  aim  and  heart — these  all  manifest  the  simpli¬ 
city  of  greatness. 

When  the  Duke  of  Wellington  died,  Tennyson  wrote  of  him: 

“Foremost  captain  of  his  time, 

Rich  in  saving  common  sense, 

And  as  the  greatest  only  are, 

In  his  simplicity  sublime.” 

Yes,  the  truly  great  are  marked  by  simplicity.  But  was  Emerson 
right  when  he  also  said,  “To  be  simple  is  to  be  great”?  That  depends 
on  the  meaning  of  our  terms.  Certainly  the  nursery  jingle  about 
“Simple  Simon  (who)  met  the  pieman”  describes  no  hero.  An  old 
scriptural  proverb  reads:  “he  simple  believes  everything,  but  the 
prudent  looks  where  he  is  going.” 

Society  is  bedeviled  today  by  too  many  gullible  simpletons.  The 
simplicity  of  greatness  stems  not  from  ignorance  but  from  the  ability 
to  reduce  life  to  its  essentials. 

Society  tends  to  grow  complex  just  as  fallow  ground  tends  to 
grow  up  with  weeds.  Back  in  earlier  Old  Testament  times  the  He¬ 
brews  in  their  efforts  to  appease  Jehovah  multiplied  their  rituals  and 
sacrifices.  Then  arose  a  great  prophet  named  Micah  who  told  the 
people  that  the  Lord  was  not  pleased  “with  their  thousands  of  rams 
and  their  rivers  of  oil”  offered  on  their  altars.  He  said:  The  Lord 
“hath  showed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and  what  doth  the  Lord 
require  of  thee  but  to  do  justly  and  to  love  mercy  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God?” 

In  religion  we  need  today  prophets  who  cut  through  the  layers 
of  ceremony  and  ecclesiasticism  to  the  simple  essentials  of  our  faith. 
In  politics  we  need  statesmen  who  brush  aside  the  red  tape  and 
bureaucracy  of  expanding  governmental  agencies  and  get  back  to  first 
principles  and  individual  efficiency.  In  our  personal  lives  we  need 
to  pray  each  day  for  singleness  of  eye  and  clarity  of  judgment  to  seek 
the  essentials  amid  the  clutter  of  distractions. 

Great  living  not  only  simplifies  itself  by  sticking  to  essentials 
but  it  also  strengthens  itself  by  sincerity. 

When  Jesus  looked  at  the  Pharisees  He  saw,  as  He  would  see  in 
some  of  us,  that  hypocrisy  had  inflated  their  external  living  so  that 
it  fitted  the  approved  social  pattern,  but  the  inside  of  their  lives  was 
full  of  impurity  and  wickedness.  He  asked,  “Did  not  he  who  made  the 
outside  make  the  inside  also?”  Then  He  added,  “There  is  nothing 
covered  up  that  shall  not  be  revealed.” 

When  the  inside  of  life  does  not  tally  with  the  outside,  when  a 
person  is  trying  to  maintain  a  reputation  without  character  to  back 
it  up,  when  he  is  striving  to  conceal  a  hidden  vice  under  cloak  of 
virtue — all  such  living  is  a  severe  strain. 

Sincerity  relieves  a  person  from  the  strain  of  pretense  and  thus 
releases  power  for  real  pursuits. 

Take  it  in  the  home.  How  the  sincerity  of  love  within  the  family 
circle  restores  one’s  depleted  streneth  after  a  day  of  buffeting  with 
bluffing  business  pretenders  and  shadow-boxing  with  the  insinceri¬ 
ties  of  polite  society.  In  the  bosom  of  the  family  one  can  say  what 
he  thinks,  thresh  out  his  secret  thoughts,  knowing  that  love  will  blow 
the  chaff  away  and  keep  the  grain. 

Or  think  how  sincerity  in  speech  would  relieve  the  strain  of  pre¬ 
tense  in  what  we  call  our  social  contacts.  Jesus  stressed  that,  He  said, 
“Let  your  speech  be  yea,  yea,  and  nav.  nav.”  When  the  Master  de¬ 
nounced  profanity,  He  was  hitting  at  insincerity  as  much  as  at  irrev¬ 
erence,  for  the  reason  that  men  put  oaths  into  their  speech  was  to 
give  force  which  it  had  come  to  lack  because  the  speakers  did  not 
mean  what  they  said.  Don’t  profane  your  speech  by  allowing  the  God- 
given  vehicle  of  your  voice  to  carry  insincere  words  across  the  table 
or  across  the  street. 

To  stick  to  the  essentials  and  to  have  the  strength  of  sincerity 
may  not  always  make  you  great  in  the  headlines.  But  those  who  know 
you  best  will  call  you  “a  great  fellow”  and  “a  great  soul.”  And  that 
is  a  mark  of  greatness. 


"  .  .  and  so,  THIS  Sunday  I  have  decided  to 
preach  on  a  less  controversial  subject.  . 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Our  Arkansas 
Children’s  Home 

A  recent  trip  to  North  Little  Rock 
afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  pay¬ 
ing  a  visit  to  our  Arkansas  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home.  My  companion 
was  Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
the  Home.  Driving  over  to  Little 
Rock,  we  were  able  to  make  an  un¬ 
hurried  visit  on  the  campus  of  the 
Home  and  to  look  in  on  several  of 
the  cottages.  Perhaps  the  readers 
of  this  column  will  be  interested  to 
have  one  person’s  reaction. 

The  term,  “homeless,”  best  de¬ 
scribes  the  condition  of  the  children 
who  are  brought  there.  The  reason 
why  we  don’t  run  an  “orphanage” 
is  that  only  about  3%  of  all  home¬ 
less  children  nowadays  are  orphans 
in  the  sense  that  both  parents  are 
dead.  We  Methodists  operate  a 
“home”  since  there  are  many  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  none.  Death  of  one 
parent  and  inability  of  the  other 
to  take  care  of  them  .  .  .  desertion 
by  one  or  both  parents  .  .  .  these 
and  other  causes  take  from  boys 
and  girls  the  precious  element  of 
home  security,  and  leave  them  to 
the  “mercies”  of  a  society  which 
many  times  is  too  busy  with  other 
things  to  be  interested  in  this  im¬ 
portant  responsibility. 

Children  are  brought  here  from 
over  the  state  and  usually  come  on 
the  recommendation  of  a  Methodist 
pastor.  The  capacity  of  the  Home  is 
65  youngsters  and  there  are  usually 
that  many  there.  They  live  in  cot¬ 


tages,  each  one  containing  10  or  12 
boys  or  girls.  There  is  a  house  moth- 
wife  team  who  become  both  father 
and  mother  to  the  members  of  the 
particular  household. 

Latest  building  to  be  completed 
is  the  Chapel-Activities  building 
which  was  dedicated  on  October 
er  or  sometimes  a  husband-and- 
16th,  1958,  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin.  This  beautiful  structure  filled 
the  need  for  such  facilities  as  its 
name  implies.  Even  though  the  chil¬ 
dren  attend  two  Little  Rock  church¬ 
es,  there  still  was  a  need  for  this 
building  on  the  campus.  Like  the 
others,  the  Chapel-Activities  build¬ 
ing  is  both  comfortable  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  And  having  been  a  builder 
for  a  number  of  years,  I  recognized 
that  both  beauty  and  long  life  have 
been  achieved  there  without  ex- 
travagence. 

The  Children’s  Home  lives  by  the 
contributions  that  come  in  from 
friends.  That  is  why  your  contribu¬ 
tions  at  Christmas  are  so  important. 
Gifts  of  food  and  clothing  are  much 
appreciated,  and  are  immediately 
put  into  use,  but  65  growing  boys 
and  girls  need  many  things  that  we 
don’t  think  about  sending.  There¬ 
fore,  gifts  of  money  are  always  wel¬ 
come.  We  should  express  our  thanks 
often  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Conner  More- 
head  who  are  working  so  faithfully 
to  keep  the  Home  operating  smooth¬ 
ly.  We  also  should  thank  God  for 
the  men  and  women  of  the  staff 
who  give  love  and  a  Christian  home 
to  youngsters  who  have  been  un¬ 
willingly  deprived  of  it. 
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Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  February  8,  1959:  DEATH  IS  NOT  THE  END 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  22:23-33;  MARK  12:18-27.  LESSON 
TEXT:  LUKE  20:27-28. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  is  not  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living;  for  all 
live  unto  him.  Luke  20:38.  (RSV) 


The  lesson  text  for  today  follows  immediately 
after  the  lesson  text  we  had  last  Sunday.  The 
closing  clause  of  last  Sunday’s  lesson  says  of 
the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  had  questioned 
Jesus  about  the  matter  of  taxes  for  Rome,  that 
“They  marvelled  at  his  answer,  and  held  their 
peace.”  The  next  verse,  which  is  the  opening 
verse  of  today’s  lesson  reads,  “Then  came  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  Sadducees.”  They  also  had  a  question. 

This  question  by  the  Sadducees  is  a  part  of 
the  record  of  the  “day  of  questioning”  in  Pas¬ 
sion  Week.  This  is  the  third  group  that  had 
come  to  Jesus  that  same  day  with  a  question 
asked  primarily  to  discredit  Jesus  before  the 
multitudes  that  followed  Him.  First  it  was  a 
question  about  the  right  or  authority  of  Jesus 
to  act  as  a  religious  leader  of  the  Jews.  Last 
Sunday  we  studied  the  second  question  which 
was  a  very  subtle  one  regarding  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  Jews  paying  taxes  to  Rome.  Both 
of  these  groups  of  questioners  were  confounded 
and  discredited  before  the  people  by  the  practi¬ 
cal  wisdom  with  which  Jesus  answered  their 
questions. 

In  spite  of  these  two  failures,  the  enemies  of 
Jesus  were  not  discouraged.  They  were  still  of 
the  opinion  that  He  was  no  match  for  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  Jerusalem  leaders.  Hence  we  have  this 
other  group,  composed  of  Sadducees,  that  came 
to  Jesus  with  another  question  which  they 
thought  was  so  profound  and  confusing  that 
Jesus  would  be  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

The  Sadducees,  though  few  in  number,  were 
educated  and  in  general  of  the  wealthy  class. 
They  constituted  the  opposition  party  of  the 
Pharisees.  The  Sadducees  did  not  believe  in  the 
resurrection  or  future  punishment.  They  did 
not  believe  in  angels  or  spirits.  They  believed 
that  death  was  the  end  of  it  all.  Since  they 
accepted  only  the  five  books  of  the  Pentateuch 
as  authoritative  Scripture,  they  rejected  the 
traditions  of  the  elders  which  the  Pharisees  ac¬ 
cepted  as  binding  religiously. 

The  Question  Asked  By  The  Sadducees 

The  question  asked  by  the  Sadducees  is  one 
that  we  might  expect  to  come  from  such  a  group. 
They  posed  a  question  which  they  thought  would 
be  embarrassing  and  confusing  to  Jesus  who  had 
talked  of  rewards  and  punishments  in  the  world 
to  come.  They  asked  Jesus  a  question  regarding 
a  situation  that  could  have  been  possible  but 
not  probable.  The  crux  of  the  question  lay  in 
the  fact  that  seven  brothers,  beginning  with  the 
oldest  on  through  to  the  youngest  had  the  same 
woman  as  wife.  The  oldest  brother  married  her 
and  died  without  children.  Then  each  of  the 
seven  brothers  in  the  order  of  their  age  mar¬ 
ried  her  and  died  without  children.  Then  the 
woman  died.  The  big  question  which  the  Sad¬ 
ducees  asked  was,  “Therefore  in  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  whose  wife  of  them  is  she?  for  seven  had 
her  to  wife.”  It  is  very  likely  that  the  Sadducees 
had  “stumped”  the  Pharisees,  in  their  argu¬ 
ments  over  the  resurrection  with  this  complicat¬ 
ed  question. 

The  Convincing  Answer  Jesus  Gave 

The  answer  of  Jesus  was  very  direct  and 
simple.  Matthew,  in  his  record  of  this  incident 
reports  that  Jesus  said  to  the  Sadducees,  “Ye  do 
err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures,  nor  the  power 
of  God.  For  in  resurrection  they  neither  marry, 
nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels 
of  God  in  heaven.” 


The  intent  of  this  question  was  to  make  the 
resurrection  appear  so  unreasonable  and  ridicu¬ 
lous  as  that  Jesus,  who  had  taught  the  fact  of 
life  after  death,  would  also  appear  ridiculous  in 
His  teachings.  Instead  Jesus  indicates  that  the 
very  question  they  asked  was  born  of  their  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  scriptures  and  of  the  God  they 
professed  to  love  and  worship.  Furthermore, 
Jesus  also  stated  the  fact  of  the  resurrection 
when  He  said,  of  these  seven  brothers  and  the 
women  they  had  all  married,  “When  they  shall 
rise  from  the  dead,  they  neither  marry  nor  are 
given  in  marriage.”  He  also  let  the  Sadducees 
know  that  there  are  angels,  which  they  denied, 
when  He  said  of  these  brothers  and  their  com¬ 
mon  wife  that  they  “Are  as  angels  which  are  in 
heaven.” 

Moses  Taught  Death  Is  Not  The  End 

Jesus  then  took  a  leaf  out  of  the  only  part 
of  the  Scriptures  which  the  Sadducees  professed 
to  accept  as  a  revelation  from  God  to  show  that 
it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  believe  in  life 
after  death,  if  they  truly  believed  in  the  Penta¬ 
teuch.  It  was  all  there  if  they  had  only  had  the 
wisdom  to  discover  it.  Jesus  called  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  God,  in  speaking  to  Moses 
from  the  burning  bush,  had  said,  “I  AM  the  God 
of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God 
of  Jacob.”  God  was  saying  to  Moses,  hundreds 
of  years  after  the  death  of  these  three  patri¬ 
archs,  I  AM  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob.  Jesus  adds  about  God,  “He  is  not  the  God 
of  the  dead,  but  the  God  of  the  living,”  which 
was  saying  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  are  alive. 
Jesus  then  said  to  the  Sadducees,  regarding 
their  lack  of  faith  in  a  future  life,  “Ye  therefore 
do  greatly  err.”  Mark  12:37.  The  result  of  all 
of  this  was  that  the  Sadducees,  brilliant  as  they 
thought  they  were,  went  away  discredited  and 
embarrassed  while  Jesus  continued  to  teach  the 
people. 

Life  And  Immortality  Brought  To  Light 

Paul  tells  us,  in  II  Timothy  1:10,  that  it  is 
“Our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  who  hath  abolished 
death  and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light  through  the  gospel.” 

Aside  from  Biblical  information,  man  knows 
no  more  about  where  he  came  from  than  did  the 
people  of  Noah’s  day.  Without  the  teachings  of 
the  Bible,  man  has  never  had,  nor  does  he  have 
today,  an  authoritative  voice  to  tell  just  what 
are  proper  relations  between  man  and  man. 
Aside  from  the  revelations  from  the  Bible,-  and 
especially  the  New  Testament,  man  has  no  more 
idea  of  what  lies  beyond  human  death  than  did 
the  people  who  lived  before  the  flood. 

Jesus,  by  His  life,  His  teachings  and  His 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  lifted  the  veil  and, 
by  faith,  we  can  see  that  “Death  Is  Not  the  End.” 
Before  Columbus  crossed  the  ocean  and  returned 
unharmed,  people  feared  that  the  broad  expanse 
of  the  ocean  held  certain  death,  in  some  form, 
for  anyone  who  ventured  out  too  far.  Since  the 
voyage  of  Columbus,  crossings  of  the  ocean  have 
become  as  common  as  “pig  tracks.” 

So  it  has  been  since  the  resurrection  of  Je¬ 
sus  “abolished  death,”  or  at  least  the  fear  of 
death.  Vast  multitudes  each  year  pass  into  the 
great  beyond  without  a  thought  of  fear,  accept¬ 
ing  at  face  value  the  words  of  Jesus,  “Because 
I  live  ye  shall  live  also.” 

Resurrection  A  Primary  Doctrine 
Of  The  Early  Church 

In  the  mind  of  Jesus,  His  resurrection  was  a 


primary  truth.  Eight  times,  in  the  four  Gospels, 
Jesus  is  reported  as  saying  of  Himself  that  He 
would  “rise  again”  from  the  dead.  In  the  minds 
of  the  immediate  followers  of  Jesus,  the  resur¬ 
rection  was  a  cardinal  truth.  When  the  Apostles 
were  choosing  someone  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
original  twelve  made  by  the  apostasy  of  Judas, 
the  principal  qualification  of  the  one  to  be  se¬ 
lected  for  that  high  office  was  that  he  “Must  be 
ordained  to  be  a  witness  with  us  of  His  resur¬ 
rection.”  Half  of  the  sermon  Peter  preached  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost  was  devoted  to  a  discussion 
of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Peter’s  sermon  at 
the  house  of  Cornelius'  was  largely  a  discussion 
of  the  resurrection.  When  Peter  and  John  healed 
the  man  at  the  Gate  Beautiful,  they  made  this 
an  occasion  to  preach  about  the  resurrection. 
The  sermon  by  Stephen  the  martyr  reached  its 
climax,  as  he  stood  before  his  enemies  declaring 
that  they  were'  the  betrayers  and  murderers  of 
Jesus,  when  he  said,  “I  see  the  heavens  open  and 
the  Son  of  man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of 
God.”  This  testimony  that  he  could  see  the 
resurrected  Christ  at  the  right  hand  of  God  was 
the  final  word  that  caused  his  enemies  to  stone 
him  to  death.  Paul  claimed  the  right  of  an  apos¬ 
tle  because  he  had  seen  the  risen  Christ. 

The  fact  that  “Death  Is  Not  The  End”  is  a 
doctrine  emphasized  more  often  by  the  early 
church  than  any  other  idea  or  ideal  it  taught. 
The  fact  that  Jesus  lived  on  after  His  death  on 
the  cross  is  the  most  authentic,  best  documented 
fact  of  ancient  times.  So  real  is  that  fact  in  the 
world’s  life  that  one  cannot  intelligently  read 
world  history  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead  and  un¬ 
dergirded  with  divine  might  the  most  powerful, 
continuous  world  movement  history  has  ever 
known — the  Christian  church. 

The  Survival  of  Human  Personality 
A  Primary  Doctrine  Today 

The  one  thing  that  gives  such  tremendous  im¬ 
portance  to  everything  the  church  is  doing  today 
at  home  and  abroad  is  the  fact  that  it  is  minis¬ 
tering  to  and  working  for  people  who  live  here 
for  a  day  and  then  live  somewhere  forever.  Life 
at  best  is  very  short.  If  death  ends  everything 
then  about  the  only  thing  we  would  have  to 
really  worry  about  would  be  annihilation.  Life 
is  not  that  barren  and  nonsensical.  Every  human 
body  is  the  temporary  home  of  an  immortal 
soul  that  will  live  as  long  as  God  and  angels  live. 

Because  “Death  Is  Not  The  End”  but  simply 
the  gate-way  into  an  endless  existence,  every¬ 
thing  about  human  life  is  of  infinite  importance. 

The  survival  of  human  personality  after  death 
is  of  major  importance  in  life.  Just  what  nature 
and  form  the  personality  will  take  in  the  next 
world  is  a  matter  which  we  may  well  leave  in 
the  hands  of  a  God  of  love. 

There  are  those  who  make  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  RESURRECTION  FROM  THE 
GRAVE,  which  means  a  resurrection  of  the  body 
as  well  as  spirit,  and  a  RESURRECTION  OF 
THE  DEAD  which  could  mean  that  the  spirit 
has  survived  the  body  and  lives  on  while  the 
body  returns  to  dust.  These  are  questions  that 
might  be  of  interest  to  technical  Bible  students 
However,  for  most  of  us  such  questions  carry  us 
into  a  speculative  realm  of  little  practical  value. 
The  Christian  believes  we  are  to  survive  in  a 
form  of  life  which  God  shall  give  and  that  is 
enough.  As  the  apostles  recognized  Moses  and 
Elijah  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  will  know  our  friends  and  loved 
ones  in  that  world. 

We  may  rest  in  the  promise  that  Christ  gav^ 
us,  that  heaven  will  be  a  place  prepared  for  God’s 
children.  Just  what  it  will  be  and  where  it  will 
be  is  a  matter  that  we  may  happily  leave  in  the 
hands  of  the  One  who  loved  us  and  gave  Him¬ 
self  for  us. 

Why  Doubt  Man  Is  Immortal? 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  his  great  defense  before 
King  Agrippa,  asked  this  very  pointed  question. 
“Why  should  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible 
with  you,  that  God  should  raise  the  dead?”  We 
know  that  some  power  outside  and  above  all 
power  that  man  knows  about  has  given  life  to 
human  beings.  Each  new-born  babe  is  additional 
evidence  of  that  power.  If  God  can  create  a  new 
personality  out  of  nothing,  should  it  be  consid¬ 
ered  strange  that  He  would  be  able  to  preserve 
that  personality  even  when  the  physical  body 
in  which  it  has  been  temporarily  housed,  has 
been  dissolved? 
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LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1126 


Amity,  Joe  Arnold  . 
ARKADELPHIA  CT., 


Robert  Irvin 


St.  Andrew,  John  McKnight  . 

Dalark  Ct.,  W.  A.  Lea  . 

Delight  Circuit,  James  Batts  . 

Friendship  Circuit,  W.  M.  Crow 
Glenwood  Circuit,  John  W.  Rushing 

Gurdon,  Joe  R.  Phillips  . 

HOT  SPRINGS  CT.,  David  Cavnor 
Grand  Avenue,  Alfred  I.  Doss 
Fountain  Lake-Oma, 


Pullman  Hgts.,  Winslow  E.  Brown 
Tigert  Memorial-Morning  Star, 

J.  Walker  . 

MALVERN — First  Ch.,  Virgil  Keeley 
Keith  Memorial,  Zane  Williams 

St.  Paul,  Allan  E.  Hilliard  . 

Mt.  Ida  Ct.,  Joe  W.  Hunter  . 

Murfreesboro,  Robert  W.  Johnson  ... 

Okolona  Ct.,  W.  H.  Watson  . 

Piney  Grove-Gardner, 

J.  C.  Van  Horn  . 

Rockport  Ct.,  Robert  Dale  Orr 
Shorewood  Hills,  Gerald  K.  Hilton  ... 
Sparkman-Macedonia, 

W.  Braska  Savage  . 

Princeton  Ct.,  A.  J.  Lightfoot  . 
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CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1891 


CAMDEN,  First  Church, 

Francis  A.  Buddin  . 

Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller  . 

Timothy-Westside-Buena  Vista, 

W.  HudnaU  . 

EL  DORADO,  First  Church, 

Cecil  R.  Culver  . 

Vantrease,  M.  E.  Scott  . 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  . 


Junction  City  Ct.,  O.  Wendell  Hoover 


First  Church,  C.  Ray  Hozendorf 
Marysville-Fredonia,  C.  E.  Lawrence 

Ncrphlet,  Ralph  S.  Mann  . 

Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 
Noel  Cross  . 


Austin  Ct.,  Albert  M.  Elder  . 

Bauxite,  C.  W.  Good  . 

BENTON,  First  Ch.,  Wm.  E.  Brown 
New  Hope-Point  View,  Cecil  Gill.  .. 

Bethlehem  Ct.,  J.  R.  Martin  . . 

Bryant-Mt.  Carmel,  Robert  Regnier 
DeValls  Bluff  Ct.,  Doyle  T.  Rowe .... 

Douglassville,  John  B.  Hays  . 

Hazen,  Doyle  T.  Rowe  . 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Asbury, 

Otto  W.  Teague  . 

First  Church,  Aubrey  G.  Walton 
Henderson,  Rolland  E.  Darrow  .... 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  . 

Oak  Forest,  Irl  Bridenthal  . 

Pulaski  Heights,  J.  Kenneth 


Winnfield,  J.  Ralph  Clayl 
Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks 
Markham-Mt.  Pleasant, 

Louis  Averitt  . 

Pride  Valley,  John  Ross  .... 


Salem-Congo,  V 
Sardis-Bethel,  1 
Traskwood  Ct., 


Wm.  C.  Chenault 


Center  Point  Ct.,  Bruce  Bean  . 

DeQueen,  Fred  L.  Arnold  . 

Dierks-Greens  Chapel,  W.  P.  Walker 
Doddridge  Ct.,  DeWitt  Harberson  .... 
Foreman-Wade's  Chapel, 

Fred  H.  Arnold  . 

Fouke-Boyd,  Bun  Gantz  . 

Garland-Pleasant  Hill, 


Horatio  Ct.,  Charles  E.  Messer 
Lockesburg  Ct.,  Omma  L.  Daniels 

Mena,  W.  D.  Golden  . 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  E.  T.  McAfee 
Mt.  View-Shady  Grove, 

Hermon  W.  Worthy 


Rondo  Ct.,  James  E.  Robken 
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936*3 

17 

105 

122** 

5 

5 

8 

8 

11 

21 

1 

33 

8 

31 

39 

4 

25 

6 

35** 

3 

4 

1 

8 

75 

75 

2 

28 

30 

4 

32 

36** 

5 

27 

3 

35 

8 

75 

1 

84** 

9 

46 

55** 

4 

26 

1 

31 

9 

27 

36 

181 

1725 

14 

1920 

-Quota  2734 

1 

1 

5 

31 

36* 

23 

59 

"i 

89 

4 

11 

15 

2 

9 

11 

13 

15 

28 

2 

5 

6 

13 

14 

20 

1 

35 

3 

44 

1 

48 

10 

44 

4 

58 

7 

1260 

1267*3 

6 

23 

29 

15 

40 

2 

57 

15 

25 

40 

81 

78 

159 

4 

18 

22 

8 

5 

13* 

23 

82 

2 

107 

2 

33 

35 

3 

7 

10 

2 

1 

3 

8 

22 

2 

32 

14 

27 

3 

44 

4 

13 

1 

18 

6 

18 

1 

25** 

193 

1814 

30 

2037 

ta  1202 

14 

49 

4 

67** 

9 

22 

31** 

7 

30 

37** 

13 

20 

33** 

15 

35 

5 

55 

8 

27 

1 

36** 

12 

16 

28** 

7 

35 

42* 

5 

22 

27*4 

1 

4 

1 

6 

4 

21 

25 

12 

19 

31** 

8 

26 

i 

35** 

9 

55 

l 

65** 

2 

33 

4 

39** 

20 

4 

24** 

20 

43 

i 

64** 

2 

46 

4 

52 

1 

3 

4* 

7 

24 

31** 

2 

26 

i 

29 

Not 


Charge  and  Pastor 

New 

Ren. 

Due 

Total 

TEXARKANA,  College  Hill, 

James  E.  Simpson  . 

27 

25 

1 

53** 

Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther  . 

6 

47 

1 

54** 

Few  Memorial,  Leonard  D.  Yates 

4 

11 

15* 

First  Church,  Arthur  Terry  . 

34 

133 

3 

170** 

Washington  Ct.,  W.  C.  Onstead 

11 

27 

2 

40*2 

Winthrop  Ct.,  Earl  DeVasier  . 

13 

13 

1 

27** 

TOTALS  . 

273 

816 

31 

1120 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Quota  938 


Arkansas  City,  Sammy  W.  Farrell 

1 

1 

Crossett,  J.  B.  Hefley  . 

7 

82 

89** 

Crossett  Ct.,  Arthur  C.  White  . 

2 

39 

41** 

Dermott,  R.  B.  Moore,  Jr . 

18 

28 

2 

48** 

Drew  Ct.,  Richard  Poss  . 

Dumas,  Harould  Scott  . 

2 

23 

1 

26** 

13 

37 

50*  • 

Fountain  Hill  Ct.,  W.  E.  West  . 

21 

6 

27** 

Hamburg-Synder,  Guy  C.  Ames 

2 

49 

1 

52** 

Hermitage  Ct.,  E.  Guy  Wilson  . 

5 

20 

1 

26** 

Martin's  Chapel,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  . 

3 

12 

1 

16 

Monticello,  Robert  O.  Beck  . 

13 

24 

37 

McGehee,  Wesley, 

Sammy  W.  Farrell  . 

2 

4 

6 

Portland-Montrose,  Van  W.  Harrell 

6 

22 

28** 

Star  City,  Osborne  White  . 

8 

43 

51** 

Tillar-Winchester,  Irl  Lancaster  .... 

7 

62 

1 

70*2 

Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  . 

9 

53 

4 

66 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron 
Wilmot-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell 

4 

15 

4 

23 

5 

43 

2 

50** 

TOTALS  . 

107 

577 

23 

707 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— 

Almyra,  Harold  E.  Wright  . 

Quota 

3 

1314 

13  .... 

16 

Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner, 

Claude  Clark  . 

2 

30 

32** 

Carthage,  Hursel  Richert  . 

3 

12 

15 

DeWitt,  Howard  L.  Williams  . 

13 

47 

3 

63 

England,  Kirvin  A.  Hale  . 

17 

70 

87** 

Glendale,  James  Scudder  . 

4 

6 

10*2 

Grady,  George  W.  Warren  . 

4 

37 

41** 

Humphrey-Humnoke, 

Eugene  Rushing  . 

1 

29 

30** 

Keo,  John  L.  Hoover  . 

15 

15** 

Leola  Ct.,  Robert  S.  Beasley  . 

6 

21 

27** 

Little  Prairie  Ct.,  Ira  M.  Mitchell 

1 

27 

28** 

PINE  BLUFF— 

Carr  Memorial,  Cagle  Fair  . 

5 

32 

3 

40 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd 

29 

146 

4 

179** 

Hawley  Memorial,  Geo.  E.  Reutz 

4 

33 

1 

38 

Lakeside,  John  M.  McCormack 

54 

74 

5 

133 

St.  Luke,  Carlos  E.  Martin  . 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Wesley,  Clint  Burleson 

12 

18 

30 

Rison-Mt.  Carmel,  Louis  M.  Mulkey 

36 

25 

1 

62** 

Roe  Ct.,  Wm.  D.  Bone  . 

10 

10 

Sheridan,  Horace  M.  Grogan  . 

2 

48 

3 

53** 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone  . 

3 

33 

36** 

STUTTGART — 

First  Church,  C.  M.  Atchley  . 

i 

60 

2 

63 

Grand  Avenue,  Vernon  Chalfant  .... 

5 

45 

2 

52 

TOTALS  . 

207 

836 

25 

1068 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  1002 


BATESVILLE— 

Asbury,  Virgil  Hainsey  . 

6 

22 

28 

Central  Ave.,  James  R.  Chandler 

16 

64 

1 

81** 

First  Church,  Lloyd  M.  Conyers  . 

9 

82 

5 

96** 

Bethesda-Cushman,  A.  Stewart  Aist 

6 

18 

1 

25 

Calico  Rock,  Otho  Strayhorn  . 

1 

28 

1 

30 

Concord-Wolf  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford 

3 

21 

24** 

Cotter-Bull  Shoals,  Gerald  D. 
Hammett  . 

2 

29 

4 

35** 

Desha-Salado,  John  W.  Sandage . 

1 

15 

16 

Melbourne,  Burnell  Stephens  . 

19 

34 

53** 

Moorefield,  Richard  E.  Connell 

5 

21 

1 

27** 

Mountain  Home,  Robert  B.  Howerton 

24 

149 

173*2 

Mountain  Home  Parish, 

Harry  Jowett  . 

3 

8 

1 

12 

Mountain  View,  Ray  H.  Edwards 

10 

19 

29** 

Newark-Oil  Trough,  B.  W.  Stallcup 

6 

41 

1 

48** 

Newark  Ct.,  Miss  Everne  Hunter 

3 

13 

16 

Newport,  First  Church,  John  Bayliss 

19 

48 

2 

69* 

Umsted  Memorial,  Pryor  R.  Cruce 

5 

48 

1 

54** 

Pleasant  Plains  Ct.,  Elsworth  Watson 

3 

35 

2 

40 

Salem,  H.  W.  Jinske  . 

8 

33 

41*. 

Swif ton- Alicia,  E.  C.  Hance  . 

7 

31 

38** 

Tuckerman,  W.  M.  Womack  . 

5 

37 

42** 

Viola  Circuit,  Ivan  R.  Wilson  . 

14 

13 

i 

28 

Yellville  Ct.,  M.  L.  Kaylor  . 

6 

35 

l 

42** 

TOTALS  . 

181 

844 

22 

1047** 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Quota 

Atkins.  W.  J.  Spicer  .  3 

1494 

23 

1 

27** 

Belleville-Havana,  John  Braden  . 

20 

20 

CONWAY,  First  Church,  Joel  Cooper 

38 

71 

16 

125 

Salem,  Ralph  Evans  . 

2 

11 

13 

Wesley  Memorial,  James  Beal  .... 

9 

30 

2 

41** 

Danville,  Oscar  J.  Evanson  . 

2 

25 

3 

30** 

Dover-London,  John  J.  Harris 

10 

14 

24** 

Greenbrier  Ct.,  Ralph  Hale 

11 

13 

1 

25 

Mayflower,  John  Glaze 

2 

5 

1** 

Morrilton,  First,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr. 

7 

92 

3 

102** 

Morrilton  Ct.,  Carlos  Westerman  .. 

2 

15 

1 

18** 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK— 

Amboy,  Bob  S.  Edwards  . 

6 

6 

6 

18** 

Beacon,  Britt  Cordell 

8 

6 

1 

15** 

First,  W.  Henry  Goodloe 

27 

245 

5 

277** 

Gardner  Memorial,  E.  B.  Williams 

10 

55 

65 

Lakewood,  Worth  W.  Gibson 

18 

19 

37** 

Levy,  Jesse  Johnson  . 

23 

65 

1 

89** 

Washington  Ave.,  Archie  N.  Boyd 
Ola  Area,  Frank  Weatherford 

19 

58 

77* 

14 

23 

37 

Perryville  Ct.,  W.  E.  Harris 

18 

11 

1 

30** 

Plainview-Larger  Parish, 

Woodrow  Woods  . 

4 

18 

22 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Farrell  Hatch 

3 

14 

17 

Pottsville,  Muriel  Peters  . 

3 

34 

37** 

Not 

Charge  and  Pastor  New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Russellville,  First,  Geo.  G.  Meyer  288  ....  288*2 

Wesley,  Vernon  Anderson  .  11  27  38*2 

Vilonia  Ct.,  Howard  G.  Moore  2  18  20 

TOTALS  .  252  1206  41  1499** 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  1166 

Bentonville,  Thurston  Masters  .  1  ....  l 

Bentonville  Ct.,  Loyd  G.  Hardin  8  17  1  26** 

Berryville,  Pharis  J.  Holifield  12  26  1  39 

Brightwater,  Wilbert  R.  Feagan  9  18  1  28** 

Centerton,  Felix  Holland  .  5  20  25** 

Decatur,  Harold  Bailey  .  12  ....  12** 

Elm  Springs-Harmon, 

Marvest  Lawson  .  3  48  51** 

Eureka  Springs,  Frank  Jones  .  5  2  7 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Central, 

Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr .  1  ....  1 

Wiggins  Memorial, 

Raymond  Dorman  .  13  26  1  40** 

Gentry,  Joe  G.  Black  .  4  17  2  23* 

Goshen,  Cleve  Yarbrough  .  2  14  ....  16 

Gravette,  J.  Hilman  Byram  3  30  2  35** 

Green  Forest  Area, 

W.  Leonard  Byers  .  14  38  1  53** 

Lincoln-Summers,  C.  H.  Harvison  5  30  35** 

Madison  County  Area,  J.  E.  Linam  3  30  2  35** 

Morrow-Farmington,  Orval  Stahl  5  22  1  28** 

Pea  Ridge-Tuck’s  Chapel, 

Aubra  O.  Hays  .  11  .  ll 

Springdale,  Wesley,  Roy  Moyer  .  15  19  1  35** 

Sulphur  Springs,  J.  Hillman  Byram  3  7  1  11 

Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

W.  C.  Hutton  .  5  12  ....  17 

Wedington,  Walter  Pennel  .  2  5  ....  7** 

TOTALS  .  116  406  14  536 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Quota  1177 

Aubrey-Lexa,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Fred  Thompson  .  22  31  53** 

Cherry  Valley,  John  R.  Chapman  ....  2  44  1  47** 

Clarendon,  Louis  F.  LaFevers  .  1  38  39** 

Colt  Ct.,  T.  B.  Parmenter  .  8  37  ....  45 

Cotton  Plant,  A.  W.  Harris  .  2  28  1  31* 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish  Lake, 

L.  K.  Wilson  .  1  30  31** 

Forrest  City-Haynes,  S.  B.  Wilford  1  1 

Helena,  First  Church,  Alf  A.  Eason  14  78  4  96** 

Holly  Grove,  George  L.  McGhehey  3  29  32** 

Hughes,  Elmus  C.  Brown  .  7  41  48** 

Hunter-Whitehall,  Gaston  Matthews  1  1 

Marianna-LaGrange,  H.  J.  Couchman  1  .  1 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  .  6  69  75*2 

Marvell, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Anderson  5  25  30** 

Parkin,  Charles  Lewis  6  14  1  21 

West  Helena,  W.  Glen  Bruner  8  49  3  60** 

WEST  MEMPHIS— 

First  Church,  Dan  R.  Robinson  39  38  1  78 

Rosewood,  Vernon  Paysinger  .  3  1  4 

Widener-Round  Pond, 

James  M.  Meadors,  Jr .  5  20  25 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  .  14  61  4  79 

TOTALS  .  148  634  15  797 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Quota  1995 

Alix  Circuit,  John  W.  Lee  .  1  ....  1 

Booneville,  Robert  P.  Sessions  1  1 

Branch  Circuit,  E.  F.  Flowers  9  37  1  47** 

Charleston,  Charles  W.  Gjedde  5  5 

FORT  SMITH— 

Goddard  Memorial, 

Elmo  Thomason  14  41  8  63 

Wyatt  Memorial,  Frank  Clemmons  2  12  2  16 

St.  Luke,  Paul  Kelley  1  19  20 

Hartman  Ct.,  Miss  Fern  Cook  22  35  1  58 

Kibler-Dyer,  Lindsey  Rolland  .  3  18  21 

Lavaca,  Charles  Nance  .  2  23  3  28** 

Magazine  Circuit,  Raymond  Brooks  16  24  40** 

Mansfield,  Kenneth  Renfroe  .  2  25  27** 

Ozark,  S.  O.  Patty  12  37  4  53** 

Prairie  View-Scranton, 

Dave  Smitherman  15  17  32 

VAN  BUREN— 

First  Church,  Harry  Weed  2  41  4  47 

City  Heights,  Olin  R.  Findley  7  15  22** 

St.  John,  William  Wilder  8  27  3  38* 

Waldron,  First  Ch.,  W.  P.  Connell  20  31  2  53** 

Circuit,  C.  V.  Matthews  .  4  17  ....  21 

TOTALS  .  140  425  28  593 


JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Quota  1393 

Bay,  Vernon  Dennis  .  8  66  74*3 

Black  Oak-Macey,  Lamon  Bounds  64  18  82*3 

BLYTHEVILLE— 

Lake  Street,  J.  J.  Clark  .  8  25  33** 

Wesley  Ct .  4  18  1  23 

Brookland  Ct.,  Waymon  Hollis  .  8  21  1  30** 

Caraway,  Charles  Thompson  .  2  15  17** 

Dy ess- Whitten,  Carl  Strayhorn  .  1  16  17 

Harrisburg,  J.  T.  Byrd  .  7  71  1  79** 

Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass  2  26  ....  28 

Joiner,  Cecil  Harrison  .  17  24  41** 

JONESBORO— 

First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  27  73  5  105 

Huntington  Avenue,  Ben  F.  Jordan  23  53  4  80** 

Keiser-Riverside,  B.  J.  Van  Cleve  1  1 

Leachville,  W.  T.  Lingo  2  34  2  38** 

Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer  5  38  1  44** 

Luxora,  Garland  C.  Taylor  4  15  1  20 

Manila,  Clyde  Crozier  2  35  2  39** 

Marked  Tree,  Harold  D.  Womack  19  48  1  68** 

Monette,  E.  E.  Stevenson  3  36  2  41** 

Nettleton,  Earl  D.  Carter  .  3  21  24 

Osceola,  N.  Lee  Cate  15  68  2  85** 

Trumann,  Arvill  Brannon  24  34  58** 

Tyronza,  J.  M.  Barnett  .  16  25  41** 

Wilson,  Earle  Cravens  8  25  33** 

Weona-Center  View, 

J.  F.  Weatherford  3  15  18* 

Yarbro,  Harvey  Hazelwood  3  7  10 

TOTALS  .  278  828  23  1129 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Methodists  Spend 
$119,000,000  Yearly 
For  Church  Bldgs. 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  (BM) — The 
Methodist  Church  spent  $119,618,000 
on  buildings  in.  1958,  an  all-time 
high  for  the  denomination,  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  was 
told  at  its  annual  meeting  here  to¬ 
day. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  B.  P.  Murphy,  Phil¬ 


adelphia,  Pa.,  said  that  expenditures 
for  church  buildings  were  about 
$10,118,000  above  the  1957  figure 
and  almost  $5,000,000  more  than  the 
previous  record  amount  in  1956.  Dr. 
Murphy  is  executive  secretary  of 
the  Section  of  Church  Extension  of 
the  Board’s  Division  of  National 
Missions. 

In  the  last  six  years,  Methodists 
have  spent -more  than  $631,000,000 
for  church  extension,  Dr.  Murphy 
told  the  Board.  He  gave  totals  for 
each  of  those  years:  1953 — $85,112,- 


SEVEN  FROM  ARK.-LA. 

AREA  COMMISSIONED 
BY  MISSIONS  BOARD 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ana  Area  were  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  of  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  Glen  Laskey 
of  Ruston,  Miss  Wilma  Snare  of 
New  Orleans,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Hen¬ 
derson  of  Little  Rock,  Darrell  Smith 
of  Hendrix  College  and  Hot  Springs, 


000,  1954— $94,538,000— 1955— $108,- 

383,000,  1956— $114,900,000,  1957  — 
$109,550,000,  1958— $119,618,000. 


Mrs.  Jane  Cotton  of  Little  Rock 
and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum  of  Little 
Rock  and  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland 
of  Little  Rock. 

Miss  Snare  received  her  assign¬ 
ment  last  June  to  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  New  Orleans,  as 
a  worker  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  She  was 
commissioned  as  a  Deaconess.  She 
will  continue  her  work  as  a  group 
worker  at  the  Community  Center. 
Her  home  is  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 
St.  Marks  is  her  first  assignment. 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1119 


Biggers-Reyno,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst 
Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson 
Hardy-Ravenden,  M.  L.  Edgington 


Lorado  Ct.,  J.  T.  Holland 
Mammoth  Spring, 


PARAGOULD— 


East  Parish,  A.  E.  Mcllveene 
West  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson 
Ravenden  Springs-Friendship, 


RECTOR- 


Sedgwick-Egypt,  James  G.  Smith 


Stanford-Warren's  Chapel, 


TOTALS 


SEARCY  DISTRICT— Quota  1147 
Antioch-Stony  Point,  Leon  Gilliam 


Bellefonte-Bergman,  Oliver  Logan 


Harrison,  Horace  M.  Lewis 
Heber  Springs,  Arnold  Simpson 


McRae,  Harold  S.  Bailey 
Morgantown-Hopewell, 


Pangburn  Circuit,  Graham  Sellers 
Patterson  Circuit,  Kelley  Yount 
Quitman  Circuit,  Owen  Washburn 
Rosebud  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan 
SEARCY— 

First  Church,  Alvin  A.  Murray,  Jr. 
Grace  Church,  Porter  Weaver  .. 


3 

42 

2 

47 

7 

14 

21** 

4 

28 

1 

33** 

4 

23 

2 

29** 

14 

25 

39* 

23 

68 

1 

92*2 

8 

11 

19 

1 

1 

9 

17 

26** 

12 

17 

29** 

5 

62 

7 

74 

6 

3 

1 

10** 

14 

14 

3 

28 

31 

9 

1 

1 

11 

7 

48 

2 

57** 

4 

16 

2 

22 

2 

8 

10 

7 

17 

24** 

1 

38 

1 

40 

7 

13 

20 

1 

1 

2 

136 

495 

20 

651 

ota 

1147 

5 

15 

20* 

2 

21 

23* 

20 

93 

5 

118*2 

8 

35 

43** 

1 

17 

18 

3 

34 

3 

40 

3 

49 

2 

54** 

6 

7 

13 

1 

20 

1 

22 

80 

80 

29 

2 

31 

46 

25 

71** 

1 

22 

23 

3 

44 

3 

50 

16 

21 

37 

6 

13 

19 

1 

9 

10 

9 

14 

1 

24 

17 

14 

31 

2 

22 

24 

3 

13 

16 

24 

84 

4 

112** 

2 

15 

17** 

179 

696 

21 

896 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


Report  No.  1 


District 

Quota 

New 

Re- 

new. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

%  of 
Quota 

Little  Rock 

2734 

193 

1814 

30 

2037 

75% 

Camden 

1891 

181 

1725 

14 

1920** 

102% 

Conway  . 

1494 

252 

1206 

41 

1499** 

100% 

Hope  . 

1202 

273 

816 

31 

1120 

93% 

Jonesboro 

1393 

278 

828 

23 

1129 

81% 

Pine  Bluff 

1314 

207 

836 

25 

1068 

81% 

Batesville 

1002 

181 

844 

22 

1047** 

104% 

Arkadelphia 

1126 

172 

709 

42 

923 

82% 

Searcy 

1147 

179 

696 

21 

896 

78% 

Forrest  City 

1177 

148 

634 

15 

797 

68% 

Monticello 

938 

107 

577 

23 

707 

75% 

Paragould 

1119 

136 

495 

20 

651 

58% 

Fort  Smith 

1995 

140 

425 

28 

593 

30% 

Fayetteville 

1166 

116 

406 

14 

536 

46% 

TOTALS 

2563 

12011 

349 

14923 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1086 


ALEXANDRIA— 


First  Church,  Guy  M.  Hicks 

17 

90 

9 

116 

Trinity,  Otis  W.  Spinks  . 

10 

48 

58** 

Boyce,  Claude  O.  Hail 

5 

16 

21** 

Bunkie,  J.  J.  Caraway  . 

15 

29 

1 

45** 

Colfax,  S.  S.  Holladay 
Dodson-Eden-Siloam  Springs, 

2 

27 

29 

Henry  Pinckard  . 

4 

7 

1 

12 

Elizabeth,  John  F.  Kellogg 

6 

31 

37** 

Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe 

20 

20*2 

J«na,  A.  G.  Taylor  . 

Lecompte-Cheneyviiie, 

17 

110 

3 

130*3 

Frank  M.  Stage 

15 

40 

2 

57*2 

Marksville-Simmesport,  Carl  Lipe 
Marthaville,  Huey  P.  McFarland 

3 

20 

1 

23** 

1 

Montgomery,  M.  L.  Davis 

15 

28 

1 

44*2 

Mt.  Zion-Atlanta,  Dell  S.  Durand 
NATCHITOCHES— 

3 

12 

15 

First  Church,  George  F.  Pearce 

14 

33 

47 

Faith  Church,  Odell  Simmons 

4 

4 

Oakdale,  Clark  W.  Bell 

4 

22 

i 

27 

Olla,  w.  Harold  Carroll 

28 

30 

i 

59*2 

Palestine,  A.  D.  St  Amant,  Jr. 

8 

24 

i 

33** 

Pineville,  John  F.  Kilpatrick 

14 

63 

2 

79** 

Pollock,  Marvin  Hockenhull 

8 

18 

26** 

Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Trout-Belah-Tullos,  Champ  Breeden 

16 

12 

4 

32** 

Weaver-Davis  Springs,  J.  W.  Lee 

7 

3 

1 

11** 

Whites  Chapel-Ville  Platte, 

Mrs.  L.  Hickman  . 

16 

54 

70*3 

TOTALS  . 

224 

742 

28 

997 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— QuoU  2295 

Baker,  John  H.  Sewell  . 

1 

1 

BATON  ROUGE— 

Jefferson,  Stone  W.  Caraway  . 

24 

24* 

Blackwater,  W.  O.  Lynch  . 

56 

17 

73** 

Bogalusa-E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

R.  B.  Crichlow  . 

22 

69 

1 

92** 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  V.  M.  Culpepper 

6 

19 

2 

27 

Deerford,  George  M.  Horne  . 

5 

17 

22** 

Franklin  ton,  M.  Dave  Felder 

42 

14 

56** 

Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  . . 

16 

60 

76* 

Jackson,  John  B.  Shearer  . 

4 

21 

25 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel, 

C.  J.  T.  Cotton  . 

12 

9 

21** 

New  Roads,  T.  D.  Lipscomb 

7 

4 

11** 

Plaquemine,  Wm.  J.  Reid  . 

6 

32 

38** 

Slaughter,  G.  H.  Corry 

12 

12 

Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth 

2 

44 

46** 

Tickfaw-Independence,  James  Hodge 

30 

2 

32*3 

Wesley  Chapel,  Carey  Martin  . 

6 

19 

1 

26* 

TOTALS  . 

238 

340 

4 

582 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Quota  1101 

Abbeville,  R.  M.  Bentley  .  11  30 

41 

Berwick,  Kirby  Vining 

8 

28 

36 

Church  Point,  Joe  H.  Robinson 

3 

a 

i 

15* 

Crowley,  Wesley,  Raymond  Pierson 

28 

26 

54*2 

Franklin,  Albert  S.  Hurley  . 

22 

51 

l 

74 

Houma,  First  Church, 

B  A  Galloway  . 

15 

40 

3 

58 

Iota-Maxie,  James  L.  Adams 

21 

1 

1 

23** 

Indian  Bayou,  J.  B.  McCann 

35 

65 

100*2 

Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin 

1 

12 

13 

Lafayette,  Davidson,  Woodrow  Hearn 

2 

11 

13 

Lockport,  J.  C.  Zerangue  . 

2 

1 

3 

Melville,  O.  L  Golson 

10 

14 

24 

Morgan  City,  R.  W.  Bengtson 

3 

11 

2 

16 

New  Iberia,  Jack  Cooke 

10 

75 

85 

Opelousas,  R.  E.  Walton 

5 

33 

2 

40 

Patterson,  Harlan  M.  Guillot 

5 

16 

21** 

Pecan  Island,  Jerrold  Hoffpauir 

1 

15 

16*4 

Raceland,  J.  C.  Zerangue 

8 

8* 

Thibodaux,  E.  W.  Day  . 

12 

17 

29** 

TOTALS  . 

194 

465 

10 

669 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT- 

—Quota  1287 

Bell  City,  Robert  R.  Miller 

1 

3 

4 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier, 

J.  Taylor  Wall  . 

1 

1 

DeQuincy,  A.  A.  McKnight 

7 

38 

45*  ♦ 

DeRidder,  Wesley,  James  C.  Skinner 

2 

19 

21** 

Eunice,  Wilson  Watson 

7 

36 

43** 

Florien,  S.  W.  Lantrip  . 

1 

32 

33*3 

Hornbeck,  Henry  Pickett  . 

2 

33 

35** 

Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Winegeart 

11 

18 

29** 

LAKE  CHARLES— 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg 

16 

87 

103 

Northside-Moss  Bluff, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr . 

9 

9 

18** 

Oak  Park,  H.  A.  Gibbs 

8 

13 

21 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich 

1 

1 

Leesville,  C.  Robert  McCammon 

14 

42 

3 

59** 

Merryville,  Louis  Coppage 

4 

19 

1 

24** 

Oberlin,  James  C.  Skinner  . 

i 

8 

9** 

Sulphur,  E.  R.  Haug 

29 

54 

83 

Welsh,  Don  Risinger  . 

22 

86 

108*3 

TOTALS  . 

134 

499 

4 

637 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Quota 

BASTROP— 

First,  Luther  L.  Booth  .  34 

1626 

72 

1 

107** 

Memorial-Beekman, 

Brady  B.  Forman 

35 

10 

45*3 

Bonita-Jones,  Byron  Crosby 

6 

24 

30*2 

Columbia,  D.  T.  Williams 

6 

57 

4 

67** 

Crowville.  E.  H.  House 

2 

20 

5 

27** 

Crayson  Ct.,  C.  Ed  Henkel 

6 

24 

1 

31** 

Kilbourne  Ct.,  John  D.  Bell 

3 

23 

2 

28** 

Lake  Providence,  George  D.  York 

2 

32 

i 

35 

Mangham,  James  O.  Evans 

4 

21 

25** 

Mer  Rouge,  L.  Gray  Wilson 

5 

33 

2 

40** 

MONROE— 

First  Church,  G.  W.  Pomeroy 

1 

1 

2 

Gordon  Avenue,  W.  M.  Allen 

14 

16 

1 

31 

Southside,  Lea  Joyner 

32 

34 

1 

67** 

Stone  Avenue,  J.  J.  Davis  . 

3 

24 

1 

28 

Oak  Ridge,  W.  L.  Baker 

4 

18 

22** 

Sicily  Island,  Fred  Mead 

1 

1 

Sterlington-Fairbanks,  T.  T.  Howes 

1 

22 

23 

St.  Joseph-Wesley,  Theron  McKisson 

9 

20 

i 

30*2 

Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine 

3 

12 

15 

Waterproof,  S.  E.  Sterrett 

2 

13 

15 

WEST  MONROE— 

Brownsville,  B.  P.  Durbin 

3 

3 

Claiborne,  T.  A.  Brown 

5 

13 

i 

19 

McGuire,  Don  Wineinger 

15 

18 

l 

34 

Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson 

16 

135 

151*3 

Wisner,  A.  W.  Coody 

5 

24 

2 

31** 

TOTALS  .  216  667  24  907 


JANUARY  29,  1959 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Quota  1616 


Lutcher-Reserve,  Frank  Lankford 
NEW  ORLEANS— 

Algiers,  John  T.  Redmon 
Castle  Manor,  Robert  L.  Potter 
First  Church,  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert 

Gentilly,  E.  P.  Drake  . 

Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 
Jefferson,  A.  A.  Collins 
John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux 

Lake  Vista,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr . 

Luling,  T.  O.  Crosby,  Jr . 

Napoleon  Avenue,  Don  W.  Alverson 
Parker  Memorial,  E.  J.  Barksdale 
Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex 
St.  Claude  Heights,  Robert  Galatas 

St.  James,  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr . 

St.  Paul,  Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Second  Church,  S.  P.  Emanuel 

Pearl  River,  K.  K.  Carithers  . 

Point-a-la-Hache ,  Fred  W.  Campbell 
Sun-Bush,  Mrs.  Rose  Carithers 


TOTALS 


Arcadia-Mt.  Moriah,  R.  L.  Peyton 
Bethlehem-Summerfield, 

Wm.  Peeples 
Bienville,  J.  E.  Constable 
Calhoun-Beulah,  R.  E.  Carter 

Castor,  Charles  Wilder  . 

Centerpoint,  J.  T.  Garrett 
Choudrant-Douglas,  David  P.  Corley 

Clay-Ansley,  V.  Leo  Westbrook  . 

Concord-Mt.  Pleasant,  C.  K.  Brooks 
Cotton  Valley.  W.  C.  Barham 
Downsville,  I.  A.  Patton 
Doyline-Mclntyre,  Stephen  Wendt 
Dubach,  Jerry  A.  Means 
Eros-Antioch,  Jimmy  D.  Pyles 
Farmerville,  Rupert  Coles 
Gibsland,  J.  A.  Jones 

Haynesville,  J.  H.  Midyett  . 

Heflin-Brushwood,  John  G.  Gieck 
Hodge,  Terral  T.  Lowe 
Jonesboro,  Loyd  E.  Williams 
Lisbon-Arizona,  Geo.  P.  Goodwin 
Minden,  First  Church, 

Merlin  W.  Merrill  . 

Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 

J.  L.  McClain  . 

Quitman,  Troy  Garrett  . 

Ringgold,  Roy  Grant 
Ruston-Grace  Church, 

Henry  C.  Blount  . 

Trinity,  Virgil  D.  Morris  . 

Salem-Hilly,  Warren  Taylor  . 

Shongaloo- Whitehall, 

Wm.  Paul  Cassels  . 

Sibley,  Robert  Shirley 
Simsboro-Antioch,  J.  W.  Jones 


14 

32 

46** 

5 

7 

12** 

14 

14 

28 

14 

10 

1 

25*4 

40 

92 

5 

137** 

1 

1 

9 

9 

3 

21 

3 

12 

15 

1 

14 

1 

16** 

10 

13 

23 

12 

14 

26*2 

7 

34 

41 

23 

39 

62*  * 

2 

2 

5 

8 

13** 

3 

5 

8* 

13 

29 

42 

25 

25 

3 

12 

1 

16* 

t  .... 

4 

4* 

9 

8 

17*2 

22 

38 

i 

61*2 

207 

422 

12 

641 

Ota 

1387 

14 

45 

1 

60** 

9 

1 

10** 

3 

25 

2 

30** 

18 

19 

37** 

9 

13 

1 

23** 

3 

17 

20*2 

3 

33 

36** 

1 

21 

22** 

5 

25 

30** 

10 

30 

i 

41** 

2 

6 

l 

9 

25 

25** 

5 

38 

2 

45*3 

2 

23 

1 

26** 

34 

34** 

13 

73 

86*3 

10 

92 

2 

104** 

39 

39** 

16 

12 

"i 

29** 

67 

48 

115*2 

4 

35 

39** 

40 

79 

2 

121** 

6 

23 

29** 

6 

26 

.  32*4 

9 

33 

47** 

18 

52 

70** 

20 

157 

177** 

14 

18 

3 

35** 

5 

35 

40** 

18 

2 

20** 

5 

19 

24** 

317 

1114 

19 

1450** 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Quota  2598 


Belcher-Gilliam,  J.  L.  Beasley 
Bethany-Kiethville,  Kenneth  Norton 

Bethel,  Wm.  Holt  . 

Bossier  City-Curtis  Park, 

W.  V.  Sirman  . 

First  Church,  A.  M.  Brown 
Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  E.  L.  McKay 
Greenwood,  R.  L.  Clayton 
Hall  Summitt,  Dan  F.  Anders 

Ida-Hosston,  E.  A.  Keasler  . 

Keatchie.  R.  Leonard  Cooke  . 

Longstreet-Shiloh,  Porter  Caraway 

Mansfield,  Douglas  McGuire  . 

Many,  John  B.  Koelemay  . 

Oil  City,  L.  M.  Sawyer  . 

Pelican-Converse  . 

SHREVEPORT— 

Broadmoor,  George  W.  Harbuck 
Cedar  Grove,  Roy  E.  Mouser 

First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr . 

Morningside,  G.  Eldred  Blakely  . 
Noel  Memorial,  B.  C.  Taylor 
Park  Avenue,  George  Dameron 
Summer  Grove,  T.  M.  Lancaster  . 

Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie  . 

Vivian,  James  C.  Whitaker  . 

Zwolle,  Wm.  T.  Hall,  Jr . 


11 

49 

60*3 

9 

1 

10 

4 

7 

11 

5 

5 

3 

13 

1 

1 

ii 

11 

3 

29 

32** 

5 

33 

38 

2 

26 

? 

28** 

3 

2 

i 

6*3 

23 

3 

2 

28*2 

13 

56 

1 

70* 

1 

30 

2 

33** 

4 

20 

24** 

4 

5 

9* 

76 

68 

3 

147 

1 

107 

108** 

1 

1 

19 

16 

2 

37 

11 

55 

66 

11 

36 

47** 

18 

27 

45** 

1 

22 

3 

26 

17 

23 

40 

9 

23 

32* 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 
Report  No.  1 


Re- 

Not 

%  Of 

District 

Quota 

New 

new. 

Due 

Total 

Quota 

Ruston  . 

1387 

317 

1114 

19 

1450** 

105% 

Alexandria 

1086 

227 

742 

28 

997 

92% 

Shreveport 

2598 

242 

663 

18 

923 

36% 

Monroe  . 

1626 

216 

667 

24 

907 

56% 

Lafayette 

1101 

194 

464 

10 

669 

61% 

New  Orleans 

1616 

207 

422 

12 

641 

40% 

Lake  Charles 

1287 

134 

499 

4 

637 

49% 

Baton  Rouge 

2295 

238 

340 

4 

582 

25% 

TOTALS 

1775 

4912 

119 

6806 

Page 

Nine 

YOUTH  PAGE — News  -  Pr< 

M.Y.F.  NEWS 

Shreveport 

During  the  month  of  December 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  Morn- 
ingside  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  was  extremely  busy.  The  first 
three  weeks  of  the  month  were 
taken  up  with  practicing  for  the 
Christmas  music  and  plans  for  a 
churchwide  Christmas  party  and 
carol  singing.  Early  in  the  month 
representatives  of  the  M.Y.F.  went 
around  to  the  various  Sunday  School 
classes  and  asked  them  to  help  in 
making  Christmas  brighter  for  a 
needy  family.  The  family  was 
clothed  and  supplied  with  a  large 
supply  of  groceries,  as  well  as  toys 
for  the  children. 

On  Sunday  evening,  December  21, 
the  Teen  Choir  ushered  in  the 
Christmas  season  with  a  cantata  en¬ 
titled  “The  Music  of  Christmas”  by 
Ira  Wilson.  Thirty-one  of  the  young 
people  participated  in  this  program 
and  the  soloists  included  Ronnie 
Crawford,  Martha  Walker,  Claudine 
Mays,  Skip  Shaw,  Willis  Dear,  Don 
Chandler  and  Bobby  Crittenden. 
Carolyn  Baumeister  accompanied  at 
the  organ  and  during  the  intermis¬ 
sion  Carolyn  and  Jennifer  Bowen 
played  an  organ  duet.  After  the 
musical  program  the  M.Y.F.’rs  had 
a  party  to  decorate  the  Christmas 
tree  in  Fellowship  Hall.  Everyone 
in  the  church  had  a  part  in  making 
the  tree  beautiful  as  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  had  asked  each  person  to  bring 
an  ornament  to  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service  and  they  had  col¬ 
lected  several  boxes  of  ornaments 
with  this  project. 

Monday  evening,  December  22, 
the  M.Y.F.  was  host  to  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church  at  a  Christmas 
party  in  Fellowship  Hall  during 
which  Santa  Claus  visited  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  gifts  for  the  needy 
family  were  collected.  Then  on 
Tuesday  night  the  young  people 
went  caroling  to  shut-ins,  then  back 
to  Martha  and  John  Buck’s  home 
for  refreshments.  They  were  ac¬ 
companied  on  this  expedition  by 
our  pastor  Bro.  Eldred  Blakely, 
MYF  Counselors  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grady  Bowen,  Teen  Choir  Director 
Mrs.  T.  D.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  L.  J. 
Langlois,  driver  of  the  truck  that 
carried  us  from  place  to  place. 

This  completed  the  activities  for 
the  Christmas  season  and  they  were 
able  to  look  forward  to  the  birth- 
-  day  of  Christ  with  thankful  hearts 
because  they  brought  a  little  cheer 
into  some  lives  diming  this  season. 


Gilbert 

Nine  members  of  the  Gilbert 
M.Y.F.  and  counselors,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Murphey  with  Mrs.  Grace  Im- 
finger  attended  the  Sadie  Mecom 
sub-district  meeting  at  Columbia, 
La.  on  January  5. 


Lodges  Corner 

“The  Miracle  of  the  Christmas 
Bells”  was  presented  December  21 
at  5  P.  M.  in  the  Lodges  Corner 
Methodist  Church  by  the  M.Y.F.  in 
connection  with  the  children  and 
youth  departments  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  school. 

M.Y.F.  counselor  is  Mrs.  Richard 
Wilson.  Eddie  Lunisden  is  president; 
Barbara  Kennedy,  vice-president; 
Dora  Lee  Wilson,  secretary-treasur¬ 
er.  Rev.  Claude  Clark  is  pastor  of 
Bayo  Meto  Circuit,  which  includes 
Lodges  Comer. 

Lodges  Corner  M.Y.F.  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1944  and  presented  its  first 


-  Devotion 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


PotaMtt 

The  Poinsett  sub-district  met  at 
the  Trumann  Methodist  Church  on 
January  8. 

Recreation  began  the  meeting  led 
by  Willard  Womack,  member  of  a 
Fellowship  Team  from  Arkansas 
State  College.  Other  members  of 
the  team  were  Charlotte  James  and 
Mary  Lou  Studdard.  After  the  rec¬ 
reation,  refreshments  were  served 
by  the  host  church. 

Shirley  Dunkerson,  secretary, 
conducted  the  business  meeting  due 
to  the  absence  of  the  president.  A 
total  of  61  were  present. 

The  group,  then,  went  to  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  where  the  Fellowship  Team 
presented  a  program  about  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation. 

Next  meeting  of  the  sub-district 
will  be  February  12.  The  program 
will  be  about  the  M.  Y.  Fund. 

Charlotte  Dale  is  publicity  chair¬ 
man. 


Polk  County 

The  Polk  County  sub-district  met 
at  Wickes,  Arkansas  church  on  Jan¬ 
uary  5  for  its  first  meeting  of  the 
new  year. 

Mt.  View  Church  had  the  pro¬ 
gram,  about  mission  studies,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Middle  East. 

The  business  session  was  held  by 
Jerry  Rodgers,  president.  The  five 
church  represented  at  the  meeting 
were  Mena,  Mt.  View,  Wickes,  Cove 
and  Hatfield. 

Recreation  was  led  by  Hatfield 
and  Wickes  served  refreshments. 
The  meeting  was  closed  by  forming 
the  friendship  circle  and  praying 
the  M.Y.F.  Benediction.  Flora  Lee 
is  reporter. 


Work  Camps  for 
Methodist  Youth 

A  month  of  Christian  living  and 
co-operation  centered  around 
healthful  physical  labor  is  the  pros¬ 
pect  offered  by  the  National  Work 
Camps  for  Methodist  Youth  for  1959. 

The  locations  and  dates  for  the 
camps  are  as  follows:  Camp  Merry 
Ledges,  near  Corydon,  Indiana,  June 
16-July  14;  Camp  Dogwood,  near 
Ashland  City,  Tennessee,  June  30- 
July  28;  and  Dulac  Indian  Center, 
Dulac,  Louisiana,  June  25-July  23. 

Applications  must  be  sent  to  Rev. 
Joseph  W.  Bell,  director  of  the 


Christmas  Pageant  in  December  of 
that  year.  It  has  grown  into  a  tra¬ 
dition,  the  15th  being  given  this 
year. 


Fayetteville 

The  Intermediates  of  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
chose  as  a  project  at  Christmas-time 
to  help  supply  needed  equipment 
for  the  Negro  Nursery  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Seniors  had  a  number  of  Christ¬ 
mas  projects,  such  as,  visiting  the 
aged,  Christmas  program  and  carol¬ 
ing,  and  winning  second  place  with 
a  float  they  prepared  for  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Parade.  They  won  $30  on  their 
float,  “The  Light  of  the  World.” 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Tempos  Fugit 

That  old  Chinese  adage  about 
pausing  now  and  then  for  a  day  or 
more  in  a  long  journey  so  that  one’s 
soul  could  catch  up  with  one’s  body 
seems  highly  appropos  in  this  new 
year.  We  have  moved  so  fast  in  the 
last  three  decades  that  our  whole 
world  has  been  radically  changed. 
Teen-agers  may  take  a  lot  of  their 
world  for  granted  because  they  have 
found  much  of  what’s  new  to  be 
merely  old-stuff  to  them. 

But  consider  the  folks  in  the  age- 
range  of  my  youngest  brother  who 
just  celebrated  his  30th  birthday. 
In  his  lifetime  an  almost  incredible 
list  of  discoveries  and  new  experi¬ 
ences  have  been  opened  to  human¬ 
kind.  Joe  Alex  Morris  in  “What  A 
Year”  (Harper),  reminds  us  of  all 
the  things  that  have  happened  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  since  1929. 

Since  Brother  Paul  arrived  on 
the  scene  in  December,  1928,  the 
following  have  arrived  on  the  scene 
in  our  world:  jet  airplanes,  the 
“sound  barrier”,  split-level  style 
housing,  Polaroid  cameras,  food 
freezers,  guided  missiles,  radar, 
Dacron,  bull-dozers,  V-8  engines, 
electric  typewriters,  color  television, 
chlorophyll  toothpaste,  foam  rubber, 
drive-in  movie  theaters,  bobby-sox¬ 
ers,  toreador  pants  for  women,  Fi- 
berglas,  automatic  transmissions  for 
the  family  car,  electric  razors,  the 
United  Nations,  frozen  vegetables, 
the  four-minute  mile,  formica,  bub¬ 
ble  gum,  and  the  atom  bomb. 

Not  all  of  these  are  of  equal  im¬ 
portance,  to  be  sure.  Not  all  of  them 
are  particularly  desirable.  I  could 
have  lived  a  long  time  without  bub¬ 
ble  gum!  But  most  of  them  repre¬ 
sent  the  tremendous  and  rapid  ad¬ 
vance  of  our  scientific  and  industrial 
world.  And  it  makes  us  realize  that 
“tempus  figits  all  over  the  place” 
all  the  days  of  our  lives. 

A  friend  of  mine  who  is  in  the 
radio  and  television  business  said 
recently  that  80%  of  the  items  he 
handles  in  his  rather  large  stock 
were  not  even  invented  a  dozen 
years  ago!  But  you  take  for  granted 
that  the  sports  events  are  going  to 
be  picked  up  for  you.  And  you  rail 
at  the  control  men  when  the  swarm¬ 
ing  crowd  on  the  field  of  a  national 
pro  championship  game  damage  the 
cables  and  lines  that  are  bringing 
you  the  game  and  you  almost  miss 
the  exciting  climax  when  the  Colts 
won  the  victory!  You  expect  the 
picture  to  be  clear  and  the  sound 
audible  on  your  TV  set! 

Well,  this  is  not  the  introduction 
to  a  sermon — I  hope.  It  is  simply  an 
invitation  to  share  with  this  writer 
the  arresting  facts  that  author  Mor¬ 
ris  has  brought  to  our  attention.  And 
it  gives  rise  to  any  young  Christian 


Youth  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Education’s  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  by  May  1,  but  processing 
will  be  aided  if  they  are  received 
earlier.  The  application  blank  is 
part  of  an  attractive  information 
brochure  which  may  be  ordered 
from  the  Youth  Department,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 
The  camps  are  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  Youth  Department  and  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Board  of 
Missions. 


Alexandria  District 
M.Y.F.  Holds 
Council  Meeting 

The  members  of  the  Alexandria 
District  M.Y.F.  council  met  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  January  10th  at  10:00  A.  M. 
Reggie  Soileau,  District  Rtepresenta- 
tive  presided  at  the  meeting.  The 
District  Director  of  Youth  Work  is 
Rev.  John  F.  Kellogg.  The  meeting 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Mrs.  Lelia  Hickman  of  Ville  Platte. 
The  group  planned  a  Christians  Vo¬ 
cations  Rally  for  April  25th.  This 
meeting  will  last  all  day  and  will 
take  place  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria.  Members  of 
the  District  MYF  Council  present 
were  Goldaree  Smith,  Mike  Gibson, 
Jenny  Lynch,  Mary  Ellen  Kennedy, 
George  Kellogg,  Jonelle  Kellogg, 
Norma  Lou  Brown,  Mr.  James  0. 
Turner,  and  Mr.  J.  N.  Fomby,  Jr. 
The  meeting  closed  at  12:00  noon 
with  the  MYF  benediction. 

McEachern  Joins 
Staff  of  Youth 
Dept.  In  Nashville 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Rev 
Theodore  McEachern,  Columbia,  S. 
C.,  director  of  youth  work  for  the 
South  Carolina  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  join  the  staff  of  the  Youth 
Department  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education  here  February  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  Nash¬ 
ville,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education’s  Division  of  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Church,  of  which  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  is  a  part. 

Mr.  McEachern  will  give  guidance 
to  the  department’s  program  of 
voluntary  service,  which  includes 
Methodist  youth  caravans,  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  work  camps, 
and  fellowship  teams.  He  also  will 
have  responsibility  in  connection 
with  the  International  Christian 
Youth  Exchange. 

He  fills  a  vacancy  created  when 
the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell  was  named 
director  of  the  Youth  Department. 

Mr.  McEachern  has  been  director 
of  youth  work  for  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference  since  1954.  Before 
that,  he  was  director  of  youth  work 
for  Bethel  Methodist  Church, 
Charleston,  S.C. 

The  30-year-old  minister  is  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  (S.C.)  High 
School,  the  University  of  South 
Carolina,  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  Cand¬ 
ler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

He  and  Mrs.  McEachern  have  a 
14-month-old  daughter. 


taking  a  look  at  his  life  and  the  life 
of  his  times  in  the  effect  to  discover 
whether  our  scale  of  moral  and 
spiritual  values  in  living  has  kept 
pace  with  our  scientific  advance 
Do  we  know  how  to  use  well  and 
wisely  the  tools  that  God  through 
science  has  given  us?  Are  we  really 
ready  to  live  in  the  kind  of  a  world 
which  today’s  teener  has  found  on 
his  arrival?  Greed  and  war,  selfish¬ 
ness  and  nationalism,  economic  lust 
and  social  prejudice — these  haven’t 
lessened  as  life  has  been  made  easi¬ 
er  and  more  convenient. 

Maybe  that  Chinese  adage  has 
something  for  us.  Slow  down  and 
catch  up,  it  could  be  later  than  we 
dream! 
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Edith  Martin  Sends 

New  Year’s  Greetings 

January  1,  1959. 

Dear  Friends, 

Greetings  to  all  you  women  in 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference.  I 
hope  that  this  has  been  a  happy 
and  blessed  season  to  each  of  you. 

It  has  been  a  full  and  joyous  season 
to  us  here  in  Central  Africa  even 
though  we  have  no  snow,  sleigh 
bells  and  beautiful  decorations  as 
you  have  in  the  States. 

Some  of  the  girls  with  whom  I 
have  been  working  and  I  went  into 
five  villages  to  give  the  Christmas 
pageant.  In  all  of  these  villages 
and  in  other  places  where  the 
Christmas  story  was  told  in  song 
and  story  the  Christmas  message 
seemed  to  have  new  meaning  to  all 
who  heard  it.  One  of  my  richest 
experiences  was  with  the  kinder¬ 
garten  children  on  our  station.  On 
Sunday  morning  before  Christmas, 

I  took  the  creche  to  their  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  worship  service.  At 
first,  I  placed  the  creche  on  a  table, 
but  the  table  was  too  high  for  the 
children  to  see  and  feel  the  objects. 
So  I  placed  two  of  their  little  chairs 
together  and  put  the  creche  on 
them.  Soon  all  the  children  were 
on  their  knees  looking  up  into  the 
faces  of  Mary,  Joseph,  and  Baby 
Jesus.  After  they  had  felt  the 
members  of  the  Holy  Family,  the 
Shepherds,  the  Wise  Me  n,  the 
sheep,  the  chicken  and  donkey  and 
talked  about  them,  the  leader  start¬ 
ed  to  sing  softly,  “Away  in  a  Man¬ 
ger”  and  all  the  children  joined  in. 
At  the  close  of  the  song,  every  little 
head  was  bowed  and  they  thanked 
God  for  sending  the  Baby  Jesus  to 
help  them  be  good.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  meaningful  services  that 
I  have  experienced. 

We  have  had  many  rewarding  ex¬ 
periences  this  year.  One  was  the 
visit  of  our  Woman’s  Division  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  Tillman,  and  Mrs.  Ben¬ 
der  and  our  Secretaries  from  the 
Board,  Miss  Ruth  Lawrence  and 


From  Africa 

Mr.  Blake.  These  leaders  looked 
with  favor  on  the  buildihg  of  our 
Christian  Center  in  Kibombo.  We 
are  hoping  that  the  money  will  be 
available  early  in  1959  so  that  the 
building  can  be  constructed  and 
the  work  developed.  We  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  each  of  you  who  is  helping 
us  to  promote  the  work. 

Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why 
we  feel  the  urgency  of  this  particu¬ 
lar  work  at  this  time.  There  is  an 
urgency  about  the  Christian  work 
in  every  corner  in  Africa  at  this 
time  when  changes  hre  being  made 
so  fast  and  the  people  are  racing 
with  time. 

Kibombo  is  about  65  miles  or  two 
hours  drive  from  Tunda  and  is  in 
the  most  thickly  populated  section 
of  the  Tunda  District. 

To  this  growing  center  have 
come  Africans  from  many  parts  of 
the  Congo  and  Kivu  section  to  find 
employment  and  to  begin  life  anew. 
They  want  money  to  buy  the  things 
that  make  their  lives  more  comfort¬ 
able  and  happy.  They  leave  their 
homes,  their  friends,  and  tribal 
gods  in  the  villages  where  they 
were  born  and  reared  and  go  to  a 
city  bustling  with  life  and  new  ex¬ 
periences  and,  if  the  Church  does 
not  help  them,  they  are  lost.  There¬ 
fore,  we  feel  the  need  of  concen¬ 
trating  our  efforts  in  these  fast 
growing  centers  to  help  the  Afri¬ 
cans  learn  to  live  in  this  new  .day 
and  to  make  their  contribution  to 
this  age. 

Our  Methodist  Church  has  ten 
churches  in  and  around  Kibombo. 
A  cement  block  church  and  parson¬ 
age  have  been  built  in  Cite  Beige, 
the  largest  village  in  this  section. 
The  district  superintendent  and  his 
family  live  and  work  here  with  the 
other  pastors.  We  have  started  a 
school  for  the  children  and  work 
for  the  women  and  girls.  We  hope 
to  build  a  school  building  and 
teacher’s  houses  as  well  as  the 


Christian  Center  and  the  missionary 
resident  or  guest  house  early  in 
1959  if  the  funds  are  available. 
There  is  a  Government  rest  house 
for  the  Europeans  but  it  is  full  most 
of  the  time  with  government  offi¬ 
cials  and  business  people,  and  the 
only  place  we  have  to  stay  is  up¬ 
stairs  in  the  district  parsonage.  In 
addition  to  the  school  and  church, 
we  want  to  have  a  reading  room 
and  a  place  for  wholesome  recrea¬ 
tion  and  clubs.  In  this  fast  growing 
center  there  is  not  one  place  where 
the  Africans  can  go  to  see  good 
pictures,  read  or  buy  a  book,  and 
play  games. 

The  big  problem  is  not  taking 
care  of  them  during  work  hours, 
but  during  their  leisure  time.  Some 
of  the  men  begin  work  at  6  a.m.  and 
work  until  1  a.m.  Many  of  the 
women  have  small  gardens  or  none 
at  all.  So  they  have  little  to  do  ex¬ 
cept  go  to  market,  roam  the  streets, 
sit  on  the  curb,  and  indulge  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world.  We  must  help 


them  know  how  to  use  their  leisure 
time  to  improve  their  life. 

The  doors  are  wide  open,  but  we 
must  enter  NOW. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  you  for 
your  interest,  your  prayers,  and 
your  support.  Thank  you  for  the 
beautiful  Christmas  messages,  your 
love,  interest,  prayers,  and  your 
gifts. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  to  close 
this  letter  than  by  using  these  beau¬ 
tiful  and  impressive  words:  “Said 
the  man  who  stood  at  the  gate  of 
the  years,  ‘Give  me  a  Light  that  I 
may  tread  safely  into  the  unknown,’ 
and  he  replied,  ‘Go  out  into  the 
darkness  and  put  your  hand  into 
the  hand  of  God.  That  shall  be  to 
you  better  than  a  light  and  safer 
than  a  known  way.’  ” 

May  the  New  Year  be  filled  with 
joy  and  happiness  and  may  the 
richest  blessings  of  the  Father  be 
with  you! 

Yours, 

Edith  Martin. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


MRS.  VIDA  FRY 
Mrs.  Vida  Fry,  North  Little  Rock, 
conference  secretary  of  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  will  preside  at  the 
Guild’s  Annual  Weekend  to  be  held 
at  Jonesboro,  March  14,  15.  Every 
Member  of  the  guild  is  invited  to 
attend. 


INDIVIDUAL  REGISTRATION 

WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD  WEEKEND  NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

March  14-15,  1959 

First  Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro,  Arkansas 

Send  to:  Miss  Rosalie  Wilson,  Registrar  BY: 

707  Warner,  Jonesboro  March  1st,  if  at  all  possible 

Registration  Fee:  $1.00  per  person 

NAME _ ADDRESS:  _ 

LOCAL  GUILD _ -DISTRICT:  - 

Time  of  Arrival - 

Will  you  need:  Housing - .  Preference?  - 

Transportation - 

Will  you  attend:  Banquet  (Sat.  eve.)  - 

Breakfast  (Sun.)  - 

Luncheon  (Sun.)  _ _ 


JANUARY  29,  195# 
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DR.  JOHN  L.  PETERS 


World  Neighbors 
Leader  to  Speak  at 
New  Orleans  Church 

Dr.  John  L.  Peters,  president  of 
World  Neighbors,  Inc.,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  will  be  the  visiting  preacher 
at  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  3900  St  .Charles  Avenue, 
New  Orleans,  February  15  at  11:00 
a.  m.  according  to  announcement 
by  Dr.  George  Poole,  Associate  Min¬ 
ister. 

Dr.  Peters  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  dynamic  Methodist 
preachers,  having  been  credited 
with  starting  the  World  Neighbors 
movement  with  a  great  sermon  en¬ 
titled  “Let’s  Deal  with  Basic  Issues”, 
which  was  delivered  at  the  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma 
City,  and  broadcast  by  radio.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  response  was  so  great 
that  Dr.  Peters  led  in  the  formation 
of  the  program  which  has  become 
World  Neighbors. 

The  World  Neighbors  program  is 
aimed  at  establishing  world  peace 
through  neighborly  cooperation  and 
understanding.  It  is  completely  non¬ 
governmental,  non-sectarian,  and 
entirely  voluntary.  It  seeks  to  help 
native  villages  in  the  needy  areas 
of  the  free  world  to  find  the  ways 
and  means  of  better  living,  which 
essentially  means  better  income  and 
living  conditions. 

This  voluntary  program  has  the 
approval  of  United  Nations  and  a 
number  of  governments.  Over  10,- 
000  Americans  have  contributed  to 
the  program  which  has  helped  over 
one  million  people  in  2,000  villages 
in  Africa,  India,  and  the  Philippines. 
It  is  expected  that  the  work  will 
also  be  expanded  into  South  Amer¬ 
ica  in  the  near  future. 

Results  have  been  so  startling  and 
noteworthy  that  Dr.  Peters  and 
World  Neighbors  have  been  written 
up  in  numerous  periodicals  includ¬ 
ing  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  in 
1953  and  The  Rotarian  in  1957. 

World  Neighbors  operates  through 
a  partnership  arrangement  with  na¬ 
tive  villages,  in  which  the  organi¬ 
zation  supplements  the  efforts  and 
resources  of  natives  by  providing 
tools  at  cost,  materials  on  a  pur¬ 
chase  basis,  and  the  training  neces¬ 
sary  to  put  improved  techniques 
into  effect.  In  this  way,  every 
trained  native  is  obligated  to  train 
others,  and  each  area  helped  must 
utilize  its  own  resources. 

In  addition  to  the  partnership- 
self-help  program,  World  Neighbors 
undertakes  to  inform  the  United 
States  and  the  free  world  of  the 
needs  and  opportunities  existing 
and  to  persuade  all  Americans  go¬ 
ing  abroad  that  they  go  as  ambassa- 


First  Church*  Shreveport,  Appoints  Dr 
Robert  Gashman  As  Business  Manager 


Dr.  Robert  Cashman,  former  Na¬ 
tional  Moderator  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Christian  Churches  of  the 
U.S.A.,  and  for  32  years  Business 
Manager  of  The  Chicago  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  affiliated  with  the 
University  of  Chicago,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  as  Business  Manager  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  according  to  an  announcement 
of  the  pastor,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes. 

Dr.  Cashman  has  had  a  wide  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  businses  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  church  and  religious  ed¬ 
ucational  institutions,  and  is  the 


dors  of  The  American  Way  of  Life, 
respecting  the  neighbor’s  culture 
and  sympathetic  to  his  problems. 

Dr.  Peters  divides  his  time  be¬ 
tween  visiting  supervision  of  World 
Neighbors  projects  in  India,  Africa, 
and  the  Philippines,  and  informing 
America  and  the  free  world  of 
World  Neighbors  and  the  problems 
and  opportunities  for  Partnership  in 
the  free  world.  He  is  now  on  a  tour 
of  Southern  States  in  behalf  of 
World  Neighbors. 

Dr.  Frank  Laubach,  World  famous 
Literacy  Expert  and  Missionary  is 
honorary  President  of  World  Neigh¬ 
bors. 


author  of  two  books  published  by 
Harper’s  on  The  Business  Admini¬ 
stration  of  a  Church,  and  The  Fi¬ 
nances  of  a  Church. 

He  is  a  past  president  of  The 
Chicago  Congregational  Club;  has 
served  as  Moderator  of  the  Chipago 
Association  of  more  than  80  Congre¬ 
gational  churches;  as  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  State  Congregational  Confer¬ 
ence;  as  a  director  of  a  number  of 
denominational  organizations;  and 
has  held  practically  every  office 
available  to  a  layman  in  the  work  of 
the  local  church.  He  was  National 
Chairman  of  his  denomination’s 
campaign  to  raise  $1,200,000  for  the 
pensions  of  older  ministers  and 
widows. 

In  recognition  of  his  many  ser¬ 
vices  to  the  Church,  Dr.  Cashman 
was  honored  by  Bradley  University, 
Peoria,  Illinois  in  1950  with  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws, 
and  at  the  biennial  meeting  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Christian  churches  held  in 
Claremont,  California  in  1952,  he 
was  elected  National  Moderator  of 
the  Denomination  for  two  years, 
traveling  more  than  80,000  miles  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
addressing  more  than  30,000  people 


DR.  ROBERT  CASHMAN 


in  33  states  and  8  foreign  countries. 

He  moved  to  Shreveport  three 
years  ago,  and  joined  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  which  with  its 
5,000  members  is  said  to  be  the 
sixth  largest  of  the  Denomination. 
The  properties  of  this  church  are 
valued  at  in  excess  of  a  million  dol¬ 
lars.  Its  church  school  enrolls  2,300, 
it  has  8  choirs  with  300  members, 
feeds  800  each  Wednesday  at  its 
family  night  dinners,  and  reaches 
more  than  45,000  weekly  in  the  Ark- 
latex  area  with  its  television  pro¬ 
grams. 


The  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  re¬ 
ceives  annually  a  Christmas  Sunday  Membership  Class. 
At  the  10:50  morning  service  on  Sunday,  December  21, 
thirty-three  of  a  class  of  thirty-eight  boys  and  girls  were 
received  into  full  church  membership.  Five  of  the  class 
were  received  at  a  later  service. 

Thirty-three  from  the  junior  department  and  five 
from  the  intermediate  department  completed  eleven  ses¬ 
sions  of  special  instruction  in  the  Christian  faith  and 
church  membership  conducted  by  Rev.  Lars  L.  Broadus, 
associate  pastor  at  Broadmoor.  In  addition  to  these  ses¬ 
sions  at  the  church,  the  groups  made  a  field  trip  to 
Centenary  College  and  churches  of  other  denominations 
in  the  city,  where  they  learned  something  of  the  faith 
and  work  of  those  institutions. 


The  groups  were  brought  together  and  served 
breakfast  at  8:30,  attended  Sunday  school  at  9:30  and 
were  received  into  full  church  membership  at  the  10:50 
worship  service  on  Christmas  Sunday  morning. 

Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck,  pastor  of  the  church, 
conducted  a  very  impressive  Service  of  Reception  which 
included  the  vow  by  the  parents  to  continue  to  teach  by 
precept  and  example  these  children  in  the  Christian 
life. 

The  parents  stood  behind  their  children  at  the  altar 
as  Rev.  Mr.  Harbuck  presented  them  to  his  congregation 
as  full  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  Rev.  Lars 
Broadus,  who  instructed  the  class,  assisted  the  pastor 
in  the  Service  of  Reception. 
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Goodness  Is  Not  Enough 

By  J.  Henxy  Bowden,  Jr. 


Text:  Romans  1:17b  "He  who  through  faith  is 
righteous  shall  live.” 

ONE  of  the  popular  misconceptions  of  our 
day  is  that  goodness  is  the  ultimate  goal 
of  living.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  if  a 
man  is  decent  that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

If  he  lives  a  morally  good  life  nothing  more  is 
required  of  him.  After  all  if  a  man  doesn’t  break 
any  laws,  doesn’t  beat  his  wife,  doesn’t  drink  or 
doesn’t  gamble  and  is  in  general  a  pretty  good 
fellow,  what  more  can  be  expected  of  him? 
This  is  the  attitude  of  many  good  people  today. 
Though  vital  religion  may  be  alright  for  some 
folk,  it  seems  all  too  impractical  to  them.  Be¬ 
sides,  they  consider  it  irrelevant  to  the  good  life. 
They  can  live  just  as  well  without  its  help.  The 
world  is  full  of  persons  who  we  can  describe 
only  as  righteous  pagans.  They  are  good  folk  as 
judged  by  conventional  standards  but  they  have 
no  vital  faith  in  God.  Oh,  if  you  were  to  ask 
them  if  they  believed  in  God  they  would  answer 
that  they  did,  but  to  them  He  is  God  in  theory 
pnly.  They  have  never  become  keenly  convinced 
of  the  actuality  of  God,  nor  have  they  experi¬ 
enced  the  power  of  His  presence  in  their  lives. 
They  recognize  no  dependence  upon  a  Power 
beyond  themselves.  They  are  good  folk — but  that 
is  as  far  as  their  religion  goes.  They  have  not 
yet  discovered  that  man  cannot  pull  himself  up 
by  his  own  bootstraps.  They  have  never  learned 
that  goodness  is  not  enough. 

Right  at  the  first  I  want  to  make  sure  you 
do  not  misunderstand  me.  By  saying  that  good¬ 
ness  is  not  enough,  I  do  not  imply  that  goodness 
is  not  important.  Many  persons  have  emphasized 
faith  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  mini¬ 
mized  the  importance  of  righteousness.  You 
who  have  seen  the  movie  “Martin  Luther”  or 
have  read  one  of  the  many  biographies  of  his 
life  will  recall  how  he  struggled  in  early  life 
with  the  question,  “What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?” 
He  entered  a  monastery  in  search  for  an  answer 
to  that  question  but  the  traditional  answers  of 
his  church  failed  to  satisfy  him.  He  became 
increasingly  convinced  that  works  of  pentance 
or  the  buying  of  indulgences  would  never  suf¬ 
fice.  One  day  as  he  read  from  the  scripture,  the 
passage  I  am  using  as  a  text  stood  out  among  all 
the  others.  He  knew  he  had  found  what  he  was 
looking  for.  He  translated  from  the  Latin,  “The 
just  shall  live  by  faith.”  And  then  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  he  wrote;  “and  by  faith  alone.”  So  insistent 
was  he  that  faith  alone  is  important,  that  he 
labeled  the  epistle  of  James  an  epistle  of  straw. 
He  objected  to  the  importance  the  writer  of 
James  placed  upon  good  works.  He  especially 
objected  to  the  17th  verse  of  the  2nd  chapter 
which  reads:  “So  faith  by  itself,  if  it  has  no  good 
works,  is  dead.”  Luther  carried  his  objection  to 
such  an  extreme  as  to  claim  that  the  book  of 
James  was  not  scripture. 

Like  Luther,  many  well  meaning  people  have 
taken  this  text,  “The  just  shall  live  by  faith”; 
they  have  separated  this  text  from  the  rest  of 
Paul’s  writings,  and  jumped  to  the  conclusion 
that  Paul  regarded  faith  as  the  only  essential 
element  to  the  Christian  life.  But  in  this  pass¬ 
age  Paul  is  not  attempting  to  give  a  complete 
account  of  the  Christian  life.  For  Paul’s  com¬ 
plete  view  we  must  take  into  account  all  of  his 
writings.  When  all  of  Paul’s  writings  are  read, 
even  casually,  one  cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
Paul  expected  the  Christian  to  bring  forth  the 
fruit  of  a  sound  moral  life.  The  Revised  Stan¬ 
dard  Version  translation  of  this  text  is  more  in 
keeping  with  Paul’s  theology.  Romans  1:17  in 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  reads:  “He  who 
through  faith  is  righteous  shall  live.”  Though 
Paul  is  insistant  that  the  chasm  which  divides 
men  from  God  is  bridged  by  faith — and  by  faith 
alone;  he  is  just  as  insistent  that  once  on  the 


other  side  of  that  chasm,  men  are  expected  to 
prove  the  quality  of  their  faith  by  the  character 
of  their  conduct.  Paul  would  agree  with  the 
statement  in  James’  gospel  that  faith  that  doesn’t 
produce  goodness  is  dead;  but  he  would  also 
insist  that  goodness,  in  itself,  is  not  enough.  Let 
us  then  consider  several  areas  of  life  where,  in¬ 
deed,  goodness  is  not  enough. 

First  of  all,  goodness  is  not  enough  in  times 
of  temptation.  Now  it  is  true  that  a  righteous 
man  is  less  likely  to  yield  to  temptation  than  is 
an  evil  one.  The  fact  that  a  person  has  chosen  to 
do  good  instead  of  evil  in  the  past  makes  it 
easier  for  him  to  choose  to  do  good  instead  of 
evil  the  next  time  he  is  faced  with  a  decision. 
The  fact  that  he  has  resisted  temptation  on 
other  occasions  makes  it  easier  for  him  to  resist 
the  next  time  temptation  comes  his  way.  Though 
this  is  true,  never-the-less,  many  a  righteous 
man  has  yielded  to  temptation.  When  confronted 
by  the  sudden  onslaught  of  fierce  temptation, 
goodness  in  itself,  is  not  enough. 

The  story  is  told  that  once  there  came  to  a 
wise  and  understanding  king  a  youth  who  asked 
to  be  told  the  secret  of  overcoming  temptation. 
The  king  filled  to  the  brim  a  cup  with  water 
and  handed  it  to  him,  bidding  him  carry  it 
through  the  streets  of  the  city  and  bring  it  back 
to  the  palace  without  spilling  a  single  drop. 


This  article  was  delivered  as  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowden,  Jr.  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Conference  at  Sul- 
pher,  November  4.  Rev.  Mr.  Bowden  is 
pastor  of  the  Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church, 
a  new  congregation  in  a  new  residential 
section  of  Lake  Charles.  The  Moss  Bluff 
Church  is  the  current  1000  Club  project. 


“And  if  you  spill  any,”  he  declared,  “the  soldier 
who  follows  you  with  drawn  sword  shall  remove 
your  head.”  The  youth,  followed  by  the  soldier, 
went  forth,  as  you  can  imagine,  bearing  the  cup 
most  carefully.  He  carried  it  safely  through  the 
streets  and  brought  it  back  at  last  unspilled. 

“Well,”  said  the  king,  “what  did  you  see  and 
hear  along  the  way?”  “Nothing,  O  king,”  the 
youth  replied.  “What!”  exclaimed  the  king. 
“Didn’t  you  see  the  beggars  by  the  wayside,  nor 
the  sellers  in  the  market,  nor  the  drunkards  in 
the  taverns?”  “No,  sir,”  said  the  youth,  “I  neith¬ 
er  saw  nor  heard  any  of  these.”  “So,”  answered 
the  king,  “learn  your  lesson.  Set  your  heart  on 
God  and  give  all  your  mind  to  obey  Him,  just 
as  you  concentrated  on  bearing  the  cup  without 
spilling  its  contents  and  you  shall  not  hear  the 
voices  of  temptation,  nor  be  enticed  by  the  vani¬ 
ties  of  this  world.”  That  is  wise  counsel,  for  in 
times  of  temptation  our  only  sure  defence  is  not 
our  own  righteousness  but  a  firm  faith  in  God 
who  is  our  refuge  and  strength. 

In  the  second  place,  goodness  is  not  enough 
in  times  of  trouble.  When  tragedy  strikes  our 
righteousness  will  not  provide  the  kind  of  com¬ 
fort  our  hearts  desire.  We  will  receive  little 
consolation  from  the  thought  that  we  have  been 
good  persons.  In  fact  such  thoughts  often  tend 
to  increase  our  grief  and  shake  our  faith  in  Him 
who  alone  can  comfort  us.  Many  good  persons  in 
the  midst  of  trouble,  rather  than  finding  com¬ 
fort,  are  disturbed  by  the  ageless  question:  “Why 
do  the  righteous  suffer?”  Not  being  able  to  find 
an  answer  to  their  questions  they  give  way  to 
doubt  and  alienate  themselves  from  their  only 
source  of  comfort.  When  plunged  into  the  dark 
night  of  sorrow,  our  righteousness  will  not  suf¬ 
fice  to  calm  our  troubled  souls. 

Dr.  Fosdick  tells  a  story  of  a  soldier  in  the 
First  World  War  who  was  ordered  to  attend  a 


lecture  on  the  stars.  It  had  been  arranged  by 
the  War  Department,  so  that  men  lost  at  night 
might  be  able  to  find  their  way  home  again. 

This  soldier,  an  officer,  was  profoundly  bored. 
Astronomy  seemed  to  him  an  abstract  affair, 
which  had  no  bearing  at  all  on  the  mud  and 
death  of  front  line  fighting.  He  attended  the 
lecture  only  because  he  was  ordered  to.  Several 
months  later  he  and  his  men  were  sent  out  to 
scout  behind  enemy  lines.  They  were  discov¬ 
ered  by  the  enemy,  were  fired  upon,  became 
confused  as  they  ran  at  random  from  shell  hole 
to  shell  hole.  When  they  had  elluded  the  enemy 
they  tried  to  creep  back  to  their  lines.  But 
where  were  their  lines?  They  realized  that  they 
were  lost.  Then  this  officer  remembered  the 
stars.  They  were  no  longer  remote,  but  relevant, 
the  most  relevant  things  in  the  universe.  They 
had  a  message  for  him  that  made  all  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  life  and  death,  and  reading  that 
message  and  acting  upon  it,  he  got  his  men  back 
to  the  safety  of  their' own  lines. 

That  story  is  a  parable  of  many  a  life.  To 
many  so-called  good  people,  God  is  only  an 
abstraction.  He  seems  to  have  no  bearing  on  life 
as  they  know  it.  He  has  nothing  to  say  to  their 
peculiar  problems,  they  can  be  just  as  good 
without  His  help,  and  so  they  pass  Him  by. 
But  then  comes  the  Valley  of  Trouble.  They  dis¬ 
cover  that  their  goodness  is  not  enough.  They 
want  comfort,  but  where  can  they  find  it?  Then 
they  remember  God.  He  is  no  longer  an  ab¬ 
straction,  but  a  necessity,  the  most  necessary 
thing  in  the  universe.  He  alone  can  give  the 
comfort  that  they  need,  and  they  find  that  com¬ 
fort  only  as  they  turn  to  Him  in  faith. 

Goodness  is  not  enough  in  times  of  tempta¬ 
tion.  Goodness  is  not  enough  in  the  midst  of 
trouble.  Let  me  make  this  final  observation. 
Goodness  is  not  enough  for  salvation.  There  are 
many  good  folk  who  will  not  agree  with  me. 
They  are  convinced  that  goodness  is  the  ultimate 
goal  of  living  and  as  such  is  the  only  qualifica¬ 
tion  necessary  for  salvation.  As  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  an  honest  effort  to  keep  the  Ten 
Commandments  is  all  that  is  necessary.  They 
assume  that  if  a  person  lives  a  good  life  ac¬ 
cording  to  conventional  standards,  nothing  more 
is  required  of  him.  You  would  be  surprised  at 
how  many  people  think  in  these  terms.  So  many 
people  excuse  themselves  from  active  church 
attendance  and  vital  religion  on  the  grounds 
that  they  can  be  just  as  good  without  the  help 
cf  the  church  or  religion.  To  their  way  way  of 
thinking,  goodness  is  the  only  important  require¬ 
ment  to  fullness  of  life,  here  and  hereafter. 

But  is  goodness  all  that  is  necessary  to  salva¬ 
tion?  I  think  not!  If  it  were,  none  of  us  would 
be  saved,  for  none  of  us  are  good,  not  really: 
not  as  compared  with  the  goodness  God  expects 
of  us.  Isaiah  said  that  because  of  our  sin  we 
have  all  become  unclean  and  even  our  goodness 
has  become  so  stained  that  it  is  like  a  filthy  rag. 
Paul  said  that  none  of  us  are  really  good,  for 
all  of  us  have  sinned  and  fallen  short  of  the 
glory  of  God.  In  answer  to  the  man  who  called 
him  “good  Master”,  Jesus  said,  “Why  do  you 
call  me  good.  There  is  only  one  who  is  really 
good  and  that  is  God.”  And  so  you  see,  if  we 
depended  upon  our  goodness  for  salvation  none 
of  us  could  be  saved.  None  of  us  can  become 
good  enough  to  warrant  salvation;  for  salvation 
is  not  something  we  can  learn — it  is  the  free  gift 
of  God. 

It  is  a  gift  to  all  men;  but  is  a  gift  that  must 
be  accepted  through  faith.  God  in  Christ  says 
that  we  can  be  forgiven.  He  says  that  we  can  be 
set  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin.  He  says  that 
we  can  become  new  creatures  in  Him.  He  says 
that  we  can  have  life  abundantly  here  and  here¬ 
after.  Do  we  believe  Him?  Do  we  really  believe 
Him?  If  in  faith  we  will  take  Him  at  His  word — 
that  is  salvation.  You  see,  salvation  is  not  some¬ 
thing  we  earn  by  our  goodness;  it  is  something 
we  are  given  because  of  God’s  goodness.  And 
only  “he  who  through  faith  is  righteous  shall 
live.” 

Goodness,  then,  in  itself,  is  not  enough.  It  is 
not  enough  in  times  of  temptation.  It  is  not 
enough  in  the  midst  of  trouble.  It  is  not  enough 
for  salvation. 

What  then  is  enough?  Only  an  unshakable 
and  steadfast  faith  in  God,  who  alone  is  our 
strength  and  our  salvation. 
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Erica  Goso 


Alone  With  God  And  The  Bible 

By  Ernest  L.  Sells 
Mrewa.  Rhodesia,  Africa 

In  Central  Africa,  in  a  pole  and  mud  hut,  there  was  born  a  girl  baby. 
Her  parents  were  Christians.  As  all  African  babies  she  was  carried  on  her 
mother’s  back.  She  played  as  all  children  imitating  those  things  that  adults 
do  in  the  daily  routine  of  life. 

When  Erica  Goso  arrived  at  the  age  of  seven  she  attended  the  Method¬ 
ist  village  school  at  Zaranyika.  First  she  was  taught  in  the  Shona  vernac¬ 
ular,  and  later  in  simple  English.  On  Sundays  she  attended  the  church 
service  which  was  held  in  the  same  building  as  the  school. 


Bringing  God  Nearer 

By  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr., 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  Africa 

“We  must  believe  in  God,  but 
sometimes  God  seems  so  far  away,” 
said  an  old  chief  on  the  Kru  Coast 
of  Liberia  as  he  welcomed  me  to 
his  village.  “You  be  God  this  morn¬ 
ing,”  he  .begged.  Further  conversa¬ 
tion  indicated  that  he  was  not  ask¬ 
ing  me  to  “be”  God  in  any  literal 
sense,  but  to  be  the  means  through 
which  God  could  be  made  known 
to  his  people. 

It  is  within  the  framework  of 
such  yearnings  that  Methodism 
seeks  to  carry  on  its  evangelistic 
program  in  Liberia.  Efforts  'are 
being  made,  not  to  tell  people  about 
the  love  of  Christ  in  Some  abstract 
way,  but  to  touch  life  redemptively 
at  every  point.  People  are  to  be 
saved  not  only  from  sin,  but  also 
from  ignorance,  superstition,  pov¬ 
erty,  disease;  from  narrow  provin¬ 
cialism,  indifference,  and  futility. 
They  are  to  be  saved  to  a  new  life 
in  Christ,  resulting  in  a  new  con¬ 
cept  of  human  dignity  and  of  social 
concern. 

The  indigenous  peoples  them¬ 
selves  are  the  best  soul  winners 
when  they  are  trained  and  dedicat¬ 
ed.  For  this  purpose,  we  are  or¬ 
ganizing  a  training  center  at 
Gbamga  Station  for  pastors  who 
have  not  had  the  advantage  of  for¬ 
mal  education.  Cottages  are  being 
provided  for  15  families  who  will 
spend  one  year  at  this  training  cen¬ 
ter,  learning  how  to  become  more 
effective  evangelists  and  church 
and  community  leaders.  During  this 
period  of  training  each  pastor  will 
have  opportunity  to  live  with  his 
family  in  a  modest  but  model  cot¬ 
tage,  which  he  can  duplicate  when 
he  returns  to  his  own  community. 
Here  he  will  experience  how  to  im¬ 
prove  his  standard  of  living  within 
the  reach  of  available  means.  He 
will  be  given  experiences  in  modem 
agricultural  methods,  and  in  simple 
building.  Each  pastor  can  later 
share  these  skills  in  the  communi¬ 
ties  where  he  will  serve. 

This  school  will  be  a  self-help 
project.  The  pastor  will  not  only 
learn  better  techniques  of  garden¬ 
ing,  but  they  will  be  able  to  furn¬ 
ish  the  major  part  of  the  food  for 
their  families. 

The  school  is  designed  to  help 
the  participating  families  to  develop 
richer,  Christian  family  life  and 
spiritual  vitality.  The  children  will 
attend  the  already-existing  elemen¬ 
tary  school  at  the  mission.  Special 
attention  will  be  given  to  the  wives 
in  training  them  to  become  effect¬ 
ive  workers  with  their  husbands. 

Courses  of  study  will  be  adapted 
to  the  emerging  needs  of  those  who 
attend.  Its  purpose  is  not  to  give 
a  complete  theological  education, 
but  to  improve  the  pastors  in  the 
work  they  are  called  upon  to  do. 
They  will  be  taught,  for  example, 
how  to  make  pastoral  calls,  how  to 
influence  people  to  Christian  dis- 
cipleship,  simple  methods  of  keep¬ 
ing  church  records,  church  organi¬ 
zation  and  administration,  and  vari¬ 
ous  other  aspects  of  pastoral  life. 
Of  course,  great  stress  will  be 
placed  on  understanding  the  Bible 
and  its  implications  for  Christian 
living.  Attention  will  also  be  given 
to  the  development  of  a  deeper 
spiritual  life  among  the  pastors 
themselves. 

After  they  have  spent  a  year  in 
study,  they  will  return  to  their  ap¬ 
pointments  and  other  pastors  will 


Church  Fire  Drill? 

The  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Fleming, 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  Milford, 
N.  J.,  believes  that  churches  should 
be  safety  conscious  in  every  detail. 
For  a  number  of  years  the  church 
has  been  holding  fire  drills  for  the 
Sunday  church  school  classes.  Re¬ 
cently  a  successful  fire  drill  was 
held  for  worshipers  at  the  morning 
service.  Mr.  Fleming  notes  that 
the  drill  was  appreciated  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  and  that 
there  proved  to  be  little  interfer¬ 
ence  with  the  worship  service  be¬ 
cause  of  the  drill.  The  fire  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  borough  commend¬ 
ed  the  church  and  its  officers  for 
their  thoughtfulness  in  giving  the 
fire  department  an  opportunity  to 
evaluate  the  problem  which  might 
be  theirs  some  morning  ...  Is  there 
an  idea  here? 


come.  And  it  is  our  hope  that  they 
will  be  a  significant  response  to  the 
old  chiefs  plea,  and  the  plea  of 
hundreds  of  others  —  to  bring  God 
nearer  to  human  hearts  and  needs. 


The  head  teacher,  who  was  a  local 
preacher  and  was  also  the  pastor  in 
charge,  preached  a  sermon  on 
“Christ,  the  Great  Healer.”  As  he 
read  the  lesson  from  Matthew  4:23, 
the  girl  began  to  meditate  on  the 
word  of  God  which  recorded  the 
healing  mission  of  Jesus:  “And 
Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee  teach¬ 
ing  in  their  synagogues,  and  preach¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
healing  all  manner  of  sickness  and 
all  manner  of  disease  among  the 
people.” 

Alone  with  God  and  the  Bible  she 
made  her  decision  to  become  a  nurse 
who,  with  her  Lord,  would  seek  to 
heal  and  comfort. 

She  went  through  the  Standards 
4-6  (Grades  4-8)  at  the  Central  Pri¬ 
mary  School  and  took  three  years 
of  training  as  a  nurse  at  the  Nyadiri 
hospital.  She  returned  to  Mrewa 
Mission  as  the  fulltime  staff  nurse 
for  a  school  of  1,000  pupils  with  a 
Boarding  Department  of  330  pupils. 
Recently  the  story  of  her  life  was 
taken  on  a  16  mm.  cine  film  by  the 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.  S.  A.  from  New 
York. 


Bishop  Brashares 
Reports  on  His 
Visiting  Africa 

Belgian  Congo,  Africa  —  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Brashares,  vis¬ 
iting  African  villages  in  the  tall 
grass  country  four  hundred  miles 
from  any  railroad,  report  that  every 
day  one  or  two  African  chiefs  send 
greetings  to  the  “Bishop’s  village  of 
Chicago  and  to  its  head  man.” 

“Paramount  Chief  Mayor  Daley 
will  be  surprised  to  learn  how  many 
greetings  are  being  sent  to  him,” 
Bishop  Brashares  said.  The  Illinois 
Methodist  bishop  is  traveling 
through  Africa  as  a  representative 
of  the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 
They  will  return  to  Chicago  from 
their  two-months  trip  Feb.  24. 

The  bishop,  writing  from  Tshuma, 
Belgian  Congo,  said:  “We  have  a 
thatched  roof  overhead,  mud  walls 
around  us,  and  about  50  men,  wom¬ 
en  and  boys  looking  in  at  all  times. 

“Everywhere  they  want  medicine. 
They  suppose  every  white  person 
can  give  it.  Today  a  woman  who 
came  in  the  night  and  got  medicine 
has  come  gaily  back  twice  to  say 
‘thanks’  that  she  is  well  again. 

“They  say  groups  go  through  four 
phases.  First  they  oppose  the 
stranger  100  per  cent.  Second,  they 
want  to  leave  all  the  old  ways  and 
accept  everything  new.  This  group 
is  in  that  phase.  Third,  they  usual¬ 
ly  find  there  are  also  evil  white 
men.  Finally,  they  blend  the  old 
and  the  new.” 

Bishop  Brashares  reported  that 
there  seem  to  be  crowds  of  people 
always  on  the  paths  and  roads.  “Al¬ 
most  every  woman  has  a  baby  on 
her  back  and  a  pan  or  tub  of  some¬ 
thing  on  her  head.  Balancing  that 
doesn’t  seem  to  give  them  a  particle 
of  thought.  They  talk  and  laugh 
and  stand  around  without  taking 
their  load  off  their  minds. 

“The  Church  tried  to  stop  buying 
of  wives  for  $60  or  $80  apiece.  But 
the  women  felt  ashamed  they  were 
worth  nothing  so  they  are  sold  again 
now.  If  a  wife  bears  no  child  in 
two  years,  you  can  turn  her  back 
and  they  furnish  you  another.” 

The  village  holds  a  dawn  prayer 
meeting  and  a  5:30  p.m.  revival 
meeting  which  is  attended  by  about 
2,000  persons,  Bishop  Brashares 
noted.  The  house  of  one  of  the  three 
wives  of  a  resident  burned  to  the 
ground.  “Last  night  the  preacher 
said,  ‘We  work  together — tomorrow 
after  prayer  meeting  bring  material 
— we’ll  build  a  new  house.’  Today 
by  3:00  p.m.  the  house  was  finished 
— all  working  together.” 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Brashares  will 
be  in  the  Belgian  Congo  until  Jan¬ 
uary  25,  when  they  go  to  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia.  They  will  visit 
Methodist  mission  work  in  Southern 
Rhodesia  for  about  two  weeks  be¬ 
fore  going  on  to  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  and  Nairobi,  Kenya. 
They  return  home  through  Rome. 


Aid  for  Superintendents 

The  responsibilities  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  the  church-school  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  circuit  church  are 
dealt  with  in  a  new  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  service  leaflet  The  Church 
School  Superintendent  in  the  Cir¬ 
cuit  Church  8427-B). 

The  leaflet  may  be  ordered  from 
the  Service  Department,  Board  of 
Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee,  and  it  is  free. 
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OBITUARY 

TAYLOR  —  Whereas,  the  passing 
of  Mr.  Frank  M.  Taylor  on  January 
1,  1959  brings  sorrow  to  the  entire 
membership  of  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church,  it  is  a  sorrow 
that  is  accompanied  with  a  grate¬ 
ful  remembrance  of  Mr.  Taylor’s 
Christian  life  and  service: 

We  remember  the  goodness  of  his 
life; 

We  remember  his  quiet  devotion 
to  God; 

We  remember  the  high  respect 
accorded  him  by  his  fellowman; 

We  remember  his  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  his  family; 

We  remember  his  steadfast 
loyalty  to  his  church; 

We  remember  his  regular  attend¬ 
ance  upon  all  worship  services; 

We  remember  how  he  cared  for 
the  property  of  the  church,  often 
working  with  his  own  hands  to  im¬ 
prove  and  maintain  it;  and, 

We  remember  his  faithful  service 
as  a  Steward,  Trustee,  and  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Official  Board. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  by  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church,  in  session  on 
January  5,  1959,  that  this  Record  of 
Remembrance  be  made^  a  part  of 
the  permanent  minutes  of  said 
Board,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  to  The 
Louisiana  Methodist. 

Edwin  Johnson, 

Chairman  Official  Board 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Kinard, 
Secretary  Official  Board 
Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett, 
Pastor 

NUTT  —  On  May  4,  1958  in  the 
little  town  of  Carthage  there  passed 
from  this  earth  one  of  the  sweetest 
spirits  that  God  ever  placed  among 
us.  The  person  to  whom  I  refer 
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was.  Uncle  Bob  Nutt  (Robert  J. 
Nutt).  I  use  the  word  Uncle  Bob 
because  that  was  the  tender  name 
that  everybody  gave  him.  Uncle 
Bob  was  born  just  a  short  distance 
from  Carthage  and  for  more  than 
eighty-two  years  he  lived  and 
blessed  all  who  knew  him. 

Early  in  life  he  accepted  his  Lord 
and  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church.  Uncle  Bob  said:  “It  is  a 
high  privilege  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church."  Not  only 
did  he  say  that,  but  he  proved  it 
by  his  life.  For  some  twenty  years 
he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School,  and  for  about  the  same 
number  of  years  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Official  Board.  Everything 
in  the  Church  received  his  best.  He 
went  to  Sunday  School.  He  went 
to  Morning  Worship.  He  went  to 
the  Evening  Service.  He  went  to 
Prayer  Meeting.  He  never  had  a 
huge  income,  but  it  is  doubtful  that 
there  was  ever  a  time  within  the 
last  forty  years  of  his  life  that  he 
did  not  give  at  least  twenty-five 
percent  of  his  income  to  the  Church. 

During  h  i  s  declining  years  he 
partially  lost  the  use  of  his  legs 
which  sometimes  made  him  late  in 
getting  to  places.  But  one  dear 
lady,  in  quoting  her  sixteen-year- 
old  son,  expressed  the  feeling  of  all 
the  Church  when  she  said:  “There 
is  one  place  Uncle  Bob  will  not  be 
late  in  arriving.  He  will  be  on  time 
in  Heaven.”  The  little  children 
loved  him  and  were  often  seen  four 
or  five  at  a  time  riding  or  walking 
with  him. 

I  know  of  no  word  in  the  New 
Testament  that  more  perfectly  de¬ 
scribes  him  than  that  high  compli¬ 
ment  that  was  given  to  Barnabas: 
“He  was  a  good  man.”  Indeed  that 
is  what  my  wife  said  the  first  time 
she  saw  him.  I  never  knew  any 
man  in  the  Church  that  had  such  a 
complete  following  as  he  did.  I 
never  knew  any  man  that  was 
more  of  a  preacher’s  friend.  What 
he  said  to  me  on  the  morning  that 
I  moved  from  the  charge  was  but 
an  example  of  his  devotion  to  his 
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pastor.  When  I  said:  “We  are  not 
going  to  tell  you  good  bye,”  he 
said,  “Oh  yes,  you  are,  we  have 
loved  you  too  long.” 

For  about  two  years  he  had  not 
been  able  to  go  to  Church,  but  on 
that  Sunday  morning  of  May  when 
all  of  nature  was  bursting  into  life 
and  all  of  his  friends  were  prepar¬ 
ing  for  Church,  the  Heavenly  Mes¬ 
senger  came  and  said,  “Come  on  to 
the  Church  above.” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.. 
Susie  Doak  Nutt,  and  two  brothers, 
E.  L.  Nutt  of  Fort  Smith  and  H.  M. 
Nutt  of  Fordyce. 

His  funeral  was  held  in  the  Car¬ 
thage  Methodist  Church  by  his  pas¬ 


tor,  Rev.  H.  A.  F.  Ault,  his  two 
nephews,  and  the  writer.  Many, 
for  years  to  come,  will  rise  up  to 
call  him  blessed.  His  friends  have 
said,  and  I  believe  the  Lord  has 
said:  “Well  done  my  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servant.” 

I  loved  him  almost  like  a  father. 

Herston  R.  Holland 
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He’s  not  dishonest— or  doing  anything  illegal.  But 
present  federal  laws  give  him  and  many  other  people 
an  unfair  tax  advantage  over  you  and  most  Americans. 

Here’s  how: 

More  than  20  cents  out  of  every  dollar  you  pay  for 
electricity  goes  for  taxes.  But  under  present  tax  laws, 
several  million  families  and  businesses  escape  paying 
most  of  the  taxes  in  their  electric  bills  that  you  pay  in 
yours.  They  are  people  whose  electricity  comes  from 
federal  government  electric  systems.  Unlike  you,  these 
people  pay  no  federal  taxes  at  all  and  little  or  no  state 
or  local  taxes  in  their  electric  bills. 

What’s  more,  the  taxes  they  escape  have  to  be 
made  up  by  other  people— including  you! 

Most  Americans  believe  everyone  should  pay  his 
own  fair  share  of  taxes.  How  do  you  feel  about  it? 


POWER  &  LIGHT 


HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 


JANUARY  29,  1959 


Page  Fifteen 
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Official  Publication  of  the 

Louisiana  Conference 


Serving  The  One  Hundred  And  Sixteen  Thousand  Methodists 


of  Louisiana  Methodism 


Second  Report 

The  second  report  by  churches  and  districts  of  the 
results  of  the  Circulation  Campaign  will  be  published 
in  next  week’s  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
This  report  will  include  all  pastors’  report  reaching  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  office  by  Saturday  noon, 
January  31. 


Follow-Up  Work  and  Reports 

Many  chUrches  reporting  the  first  time  this  week 
will  make  additional  reports  to  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  office  of  follow-up  work  of  securing  re¬ 
newals  and  new  subscriptions  which  were  not  obtained 
during  the  first  week  of  the  campaign,  January  11-18. 
Results  of  these  supplemental  reports  will  be  published 
in  the  Circulation  Campaign  reports  each  week  in  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


The  Quota  and  Goal 

The  quota,  as  adopted  by  the  annual  conference  in 
Louisiana  Methodism,  is  one  subscription  for  each  nine 
members  reported  to  the  last  Annual  Conference  session. 
The  goal  is  13,000  subscriptions.  Each  Methodist  Church 
in  Louisiana  should  have  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  subscribers.  Help  Louisiana 
Methodism  reach  this  goal! 


Remember,  An  Informed  Methodist  Is  An  Active  Methodist! 


Keep  INFORMED  concerning  the  work  of  Methodism  and 
organized  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  THE  LOUISIANA 


METHODIST  is  the  channel  through  which  information  about 
the  church  at  work  reaches  you,  your  church,  and  your  home. 
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In  Louisiana 
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PAUL  E.  MARTIN,  Bishop 

Arkansas-Louisiona  Area  •  The  Methodist  Church 

"  723  Center  Street  •  LITTLE  ROCK#  ARKANSAS 

February  5»  1959 


To  Our  Methodist  People  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana 

Dear  Friends: 

It  is  a  matter  of  pride  to  Methodists  that 
one  out  of  five  of  all  Negroes  in  private 
colleges  is  in  a  Methodist  school.  Although 
we  may  have  differences  of  opinion  today  con¬ 
cerning  social  issues#we  are  genuinely  in¬ 
terested  in  providing  adequate  educational 
advantages  for  worthy  Negro  students  who  are 
preparing  themselves  for  leadership  to  their 
people. 

Two  of  the  finest  Negro  Methodist  schools  — 
Philander  Smith  College  and  Dillard  University  — 
are  located  within  the  bounds  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area.  These  schools  meet  the  highest 
standards  for  quality  education.  Dr.  John  0. 

Gross  has  said,  "They  are  bulwarks  against  the 
secularization  and  unbelief  that  threaten  the 
very  foundation  of  our  culture." 

The  financial  needs  of  these  schools  are  great. 

In  order  that  these  needs  may  be  realized,  I 
urge  each  Methodist  Church  to  take  an  offering 
on  Race  Relations  Sunday,  February  8.  This  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  spirit 
of  brotherhood  that  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  faith. 


Pineville  Church 
To  Have  Buildings 
Dedicated,  Sunday 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  the  Ark- 
ansas-Louisiana  Area,  and  Rev.  A. 
W.  Townsend,  Jr.  Alexandria  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  will  dedicate 
the  present  buildings  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Pineville,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  8,  1958  at  7:30  p.  m.  The  former 
pastors  of  the  church  will  be  present 
for  this  occasion. 

The  church,  Rev.  John  F.  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  pastor,  held  a  church  confer¬ 
ence  on  Sunday  night,  January  18. 
The  Building  Committee,  consisting 
of  the  following  members,  John  U. 
Dale,  Paul  R.  Taylor,  Bob  Prichard, 
Fred  Moore  and  Fred  Tannehill, 
presented  plans  for  a  new  sanctu¬ 
ary.  The  plans,  drawn  by  Barron 
Heinberg  and  Brocato,  were  accept¬ 
ed.  It  will  seat  418  persons. 


Moss  Bluff  Area 
On  The  Increase 

The  population  of  the  Moss  Bluff 
area  of  Lake  Charles  has  increased 
to  4,000  during  1958,  an  increase 
from  1,200  reported  in  1945,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Moss  Bluff  Methodist 
Church,  and  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  The  Moss  Bluff 
Church  is  the  current  Louisiana 
Conference  1000  Club  project. 

During  the  same  period  of  time 
valuation  of  homes  has  increased 
from  $2%  million  to  $6V2  million. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  population 
of  the  Moss  Bluff  area  will  double 
within  the  next  few  years. 

Moss  Bluff  leaders  also  pointed 
out  that  there  is  no  other  Methodist 
Church  within  30  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  Moss  Bluff  area.  The  Moss 
Bluff  church  represents  Methodism 
for  hundreds  of  widely  scattered 
farming  families.  This  is  in  addition 
to  the  church’s  ministry  to  the  dense 
population  of  industrial  worker  who 
now  lives  in  the  Moss  Bluff  com¬ 
munity. 

There  is  also  a  special  challenge 
represented  in  the  Chennault  Air 
Force  Base  personnel  with  their 
trailer  homes  which  have  moved 
into  the  Moss  Bluff  area.  Further¬ 
more  the  Moss  Bluff  Church  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  Sam  Houston  Avenue  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  gate  of  Sam  Houston  State 
Park  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
fishing,  hunting  and  boating  para¬ 
dise  of  the  upper  Calcasie.  In  this 
respect  the  Moss  Bluff  Church  is 
serving  as  the  church  home  away 
from  home  for  tourists,  campers 
and  travelers  who  flock  to  this  re¬ 
sort  area  every  weekend.  The  Moss 


Bluff  Church  is  constituted  rather 
largely  of  young  families,  and  the 
children  and  youth  divisions  of  the 
church  program  are  flourishing.  The 
pastor  reports  that  the  church  has 
an  abundance  of  capable  leadership. 


Reading  Schedule 
1959  Daily  Bible 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Feb.  5-Feb.  14  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 
Feb.  5  Corinthians  1:  1-19 

Feb.  6  Corinthians  1:20-31 

Feb.  7  Corinthians  2:  1-16 

Feb.  8  Corinthians  3:  1-15 

Feb.  9  Corinthians  3:16-23 

Feb.  10 . Corinthians  4:  1-7 

Feb.  11 . Corinthians  4:  8-21 

Feb.  12 . Corinthians  5:  1-13 

Feb.  13 . Corinthians  6:  1-11 

Feb.  14 . Corinthians  6:12-20 


Faculty  Recitals 
To  Be  Presented 

The  Centenary  College  school  of 
music  will  present  its  faculty  in  a 
series  of  four  recitals  on  the  cam¬ 
pus,  marking  the  first  time  that  a 
faculty  recital  series  has  been  held 
in  Shreveport. 

Joseph  M.  Running,  director  of 
the  school  of  music  and  organist 
and  choirmaster  at  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  will  inaugurate 
the  series  with  a  program  on  Feb.  8. 
Rule  Beasley,  pianist  and  bassoon¬ 
ist,  will  be  presented  on  Sunday, 
March  8,  and  Sam  Terranova,  vio¬ 
linist,  will  present  the  recital  on 
Sunday,  April  5.  The  series  will 
close  on  May  3,  when  William  C. 
Teague,  college  organist,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  program. 

Each  of  the  concerts  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  4  p.  m.  in  the  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel  on  the  local  campus 
and  will  be  open  to  the  public  with¬ 
out  charge.  Special  invitation  to 


Feb.  8-15  Is 
For  Week  of 
Dedication 

Pastors  of  The  Methodist  Church 
have  been  urged  by  denominational 
officials  to  lead  their  congregations 
in  a  nation-wide  simultaneous  ob¬ 
servance  of  a  Week  of  Dedication 
and  a  Week  of  Evangelism,  Feb.  8- 
15. 

For  more  than  a  decade  the 
church  has  observed  an  annual 
Week  of  Dedication,  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  deeper  commitment  to  the 
purposes  of  the  church  and  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  an  offering  for  emer¬ 
gency  missionary  needs  at  home  and 
overseas.  This  year,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Week  of  Evangelism,  with 
emphasis  on  visitation  and  concert¬ 
ed  Christian  witnessing  has  been 
combined  with  the  Week  of  Dedi¬ 
cation. 

Another  feature  of  the  1959  Week 
of  Dedication  will  be  the  enlistment 
of  young  people  for  life  service  in 
church-related  vocations. 

Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  is  chairman  of  the 
church’s  Week  of  Dedication  Com¬ 
mittee. 

In  a  statement,  endorsing  the 
joint  observance,  Bishop  Wicke 
says:  “Ours  is  the  mandate  to  share 
the  Good  News  with  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  on  our  street,  in  our  home. 
Share  the  glad  tidings  in  far-away 
lands  as  instruments  of  health,  heal¬ 
ing,  education  and  affection  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  some  of  God’s  children 
who  would  not  possess  them  other¬ 
wise.” 

In  many  churches,  the  observance 
will  be  geared  into  the  opening  of 
the  Lenten  program. 

A  leading  item  on  the  national 
budget  for  the  Week  of  Dedication 
is  a  Crusade  Scholarship  Fund 
which  makes  possible  advanced 
training  of  many  students  ffom 
overseas  as  well  as  the  United 
States.  From  Week  of  Dedication 
offerings,  $150,000  is  earmarked  for 
this  purpose.  The  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  contributes 
another  $50,000. 

Other  projects  of  the  Week  of 
Dedication,  for  which  funds  are  ur¬ 
gently  needed,  are  found  on  page 
two. 


attend  the  recitals  has  been  issued 
to  members  of  Methodist  churches 
in  Shreveport  and  its  environs,  as 
well  as  to  Centenary  supporters  of 
other  denominations. 

Purpose  of  the  faculty  recital  se¬ 
ries  is  to  provide  the  public  with 
an  opportunity  to  become  familiar 
with  the  work  of  the  Centenary 
College  school  of  music  and  its  fac¬ 
ulty  members. 


This  illustration  shows  the  altar  and  pulpit  of  the  Upper  Room  Chapel 
in  the  headquarters  building  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  illustration  has  been  reproduced  on  the  Week  of  Dedication  poster 
with  the  words  "We  Have  an  Altar"  and  "We  Witness"  helping  to  explain 
the  symbolism  for  both  the  Week  of  Dedication  and  the  Week  of  Evangel¬ 
ism. 


For  Over  One  Million  Americans  Living  Abroad 

Overseas  Churches  Calling  More  Ministers 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  (NC) — An  increasing  number  of  overseas  union 
churches  are  calling  their  first  full-time  ministers  to  serve  the  more  than 
one  million  Americans  living  and  working  abroad,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robbins 
W.  Barstow  reported  this  month. 

- In  addition,  he  said,  two  new 


Tribute  to  the  Clergy 

“I  have  thought  a  little,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  not  for  long, 
about  the  importance  of  minis¬ 
ters,  of  all  clergymen.  As  a  boy, 
I  used  to  think  about  their  spir¬ 
itual  importance,  about  their  im¬ 
portance  as  educators.  But  a  new 
dimension  has  been  disclosed  in 
recent  years,  one  that  we  some¬ 
times  overlook. 

“In  this  era  of  conformity,  it 
has  often  been  the  ministers  who 
like  the  prophets  of  old  have 
spoken  out  for  the  values  of 
democracy.  In  earlier,  quieter 
times  it  was  the  small-town 
newspaper  editor,  then  the  col¬ 
lege  professor.  But  latterly  it 
seems  to  be  the  rabbi,  the  min¬ 
ister,  the  priest  who  has  had 
courage  to  withstand  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  these  times  and  to  speak 
his  piece  with  boldness  and  with 
persistence  on  behalf  of  the  good, 
the  right  and  the  just. 

“Organized  religion  has  made 
another  contribution  that  has  be¬ 
come  more  conspicuous  of  late. 
It  is  the  power  of  religion — the 
influence  of  organized  religious 
bodies  of  one  kind  or  another 
and  of  some  religious  individuals 
— that  has  time  and  again  been 
responsible  for  bringing  the 
statesmen  of  the  world  to  the 
conference  table. 

“I  wonder  if  we  would  be  as 
far  along  as  we  are  today  in  the 
direction  of  nuclear  controls  by 
adequate  inspection,  banning 
testing  and  so  on  if  it  were  not 
for  what  the  Unitarians  have 
done,  what  the  Quakers  have 
done,  what  the  profoundly  im¬ 
pressive  utterances  of  Albert 
Schweitzer  have  done.  This  is 
another  role,  another  dimension. 

“All  these  things  seem  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  it  is  the  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers  among  us  who  are  more  and 
more  assuming  a  role  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  our  life  and  who  are  in¬ 
dispensable  to  the  progress  of  a 
civilized  society.” 

— Adlai  Stevenson 


overseas  union  churches  were  or¬ 
ganized  in  1958 — one  in  Seoul,  Ko¬ 
rea  and  the  other  in  New  Delhi, 
India. 

Dr.  Barstow  is  executive  director 
of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Un¬ 
ion  Churches  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  which  advises  and 
assists  87  Protestant  churches 
abroad.  Sixty-nine  of  these  are 
organized  union  churches,  he  said, 
and  49  now  have  full-time  ministers. 

“There  are  one  million  Americans 
living  overseas,  not  including  an¬ 
other  million  men  and  women  in 
our  Armed  Forces  and  American 
tourists  in  every  comer  of  the 
world,”  Dr.  Barstow  pointed  out. 
“Through  the  English-speaking 
church  abroad,  they  can  continue 
their  church  life  and  Christian  serv¬ 
ice  as  lay  ambassadors  of  their 
country  and  of  the  Christian  faith,” 
he  said. 

Four  Congregational,  three  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  two  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  were  called  from  U.  S.  pastor¬ 
ates  to  union  churches  during  the 
past  year,  Dr.  Barstow  reported, 
two  of  them  to  the  newly  organized 
churches. 


Temperance  Workers 
Seminary,  February  24-27 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — A  Com¬ 
munications  Seminar  for  temper¬ 
ance  workers  is  to  be  held  Feb.  24- 
27  at  Camp  Egan,  Tahlequah,  Okla., 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance. 

Roger  Burgess,  editor  of  publica¬ 
tions  at  the  board’s  national  head¬ 
quarters  here,  will  direct  the  semi¬ 
nar. 

He  said  it  is  restricted  to  persons 
who  have  attended  a  regional  brief¬ 
ing  conference  or  the  National 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  board. 

The  seminar  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  specialized  training  in  person- 
to-person,  group  and  mass  commun¬ 
ications,  Burgess  said. 


Duties  of  The  Late 
Bishop  Branscomh 
Are  Reassigned 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (MI)  —  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Jacksonville 
episcopal  Area  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  made  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Bishop  John  W.  Branscomb,  will 
be  added  to  the  duties  of  Bishop 
Arthur  J.  Moore,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Bishop  Moore  will  supervise  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference;  Bishop 
Short  the  Cuba  Annual  Conference. 
Both  bishops  are  familiar  with 
these  conferences  having  presided 
over  them  in  former  years. 

This  arrangement  will  continue 
until  the  assignment  of  a  bishop  to 
the  Jacksonville  Area  by  the  quad¬ 
rennial  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  C.,  July  13-17,  1960. 

Bishop  Branscomb,  53,  died  in 
Orlando,  January  16.  He  had  ad¬ 
ministered  these  two  conferences 
since  his  election  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1952. 

The  late  Bishop  Branscomb  was 
chairman  of  the  College  of  Bishops 
of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
the  body  empowered  to  fill  such 
vacancies.  The  decision  was  made 
by  Southeastern  bishops  here  at¬ 
tending  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Those  not  pres¬ 
ent  were  consulted  by  telephone. 

Social  Relations 
Publication  Is 
Now  Available 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Three 
general  boards  of  the  Methodist 
Church  have  joined  in  sponsoring 
a  new  semi-monthly  publishing 
service,  called  Contact,  in  the  field 
of  Christian  social  relations. 

The  sponsoring  agencies  are  the 
Board  of  Temperance,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  the  Board  of  World  Peace 
and  the  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations  of  Chicago.  Their 
work  is  co-ordinated  through  the 
Interboard  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations. 

Roger  Burges,  associate  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  has 
been  named  editor  of  Contact.  He 
has  edited  the  temperance  board’s 
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By  Methodist  Information 

Methodists  continue  to  lead  all 
denominations  in  the  religious  af¬ 
filiation  of  members  of  Congress 
with  a  total  of  105,  exactly  the 
same  as  in  the  last  session. 

There  are  17  Methodists  in  the 
Senate  and  88  in  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  according  to  a  survey 
by  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Next  are  the  Roman  Catholics 
with  103,  a  gain  of  10.  There  are 
12  Catholics  in  the  Senate  and  91 
in  the  House. 

Protestants  in  general  total  413. 
Jewish  members  number  12,  one  is 
a  Hindu,  and  five  chose  not  to  re¬ 
veal  their  affiliation,  if  any. 

The  68  Presbyterians  comprise 
the  second  largest  Protestant  group, 
followed  closely  by  64  Baptists  and 
61  Episcopalians.  There  are  26  Con- 
gregationalists  and  20  Lutherans. 

Methodist  Senators  are:  Spark¬ 
man  and  Hill,  Ala.;  Holland  and 
Smathers,  Fla.;  Case  and  Mundt, 
South  Dakota;  Bible,  Nev.;  Butler, 
Md.;  Dworshak,  Idaho;  Eastland, 
Miss.;  Engle,  Calif.;  Hickenlooper, 
Iowa;  Jordan,  N.  C.;  Russell,  Ga.; 
Schoeppel,  Kans.;  Smith,  Maine,  and 
Williams,  Del. 

On  the  Supreme  Court,  Associate 
Justice  Charles  Evans  Whittaker  is 
the  only  Methodist.  Chief  Justice 
Earl  Warren  has  a  Methodist  back¬ 
ground,  and  attends  the  Baptist 
Church  occasionally  with  his  wife. 

Presbyterians  lead  in  the  number 
of  justices  with  three — William  O. 
Douglas,  John  Marshall  Harlan  and 
Tom  C.  Clark. 

Hugo  L.  Black  is  a  Baptist,  Pot¬ 
ter  Stewart,  Episcopalian;  Felix 
Frankfurter,  Jewish,  and  William 
Joseph  Brennam,  Jr.,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic. 

Two  Methodists  in  the  President’s 
Cabinet  are  Arthur  S.  Flemming, 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare,  and  Robert  B.  Anderson, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


publications  and  was  formerly  edi¬ 
tor  of  Concern,  Methodist  youth 
publication. 


Week  of  Dedication  Projects 


DIVISION  OF  NATIONAL  MISSIONS 

Crusade  Scholarships  . $  50,000 

San  Juan,  Modemo,  Puerto  Rico  church 

and  educ.  building  35,000 

Kenai,  Alaska,  church  and  parsonage  20,000 

Mobile  Units  .  20,000 

Indian  Mission  churches  and  parsonages  25,000 

Waianse,  Oahu,  Hawaii,  church  20,000 

El  Paso,  Texas,  Wesley  Church  10,000 

DIVISION  OF  WORLD  MISSIONS 

Crusade  Scholarships  .  100,000 

Gothenburg,  Sweden,  Gothenburg  Theological 

Seminary  dormitories  .  50,000 

Seoul,  Korea,  Severance  Medical  College 

and  Hospital  .  50,000 

Manila,  P.  I.,  Union  Theological  Seminary  60,000 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  College  of  West  Africa  75,000 

METHODIST  COMMITTEE  FOR  OVERSEAS  RELIEF 

Disaster  Relief  50,000 

Homeless  in  Hong  Kong  20,000 

Fighting  Disease  in  India  30,000 

Rehabilitation  of  Korean  Farmers  25,000 
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84  War  Orphans 
Studying'  for 
Ministry  Under  VA 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  total 
of  84  war  orphans  are  studying  for 
the  Christian  ministry  under  the 
new  War  Orphans  Education  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Veterans  Administra¬ 
tion,  it  was  disclosed  here. 

Thus  far,  more  than  6,000  young 
men  and  women,  children  of  vet¬ 
erans  who  lost  their  lives  in  World 
War  II  or  Korea,  have  enrolled  in 
college  under  the  program  which 
began  functioning  in  1956  as  an 
addition  to  the  postwar  GI  bill. 

Of  the  84  students  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  78  are  men  and  6  are 
women.  Nearly  2,000  of  the  students 
aided  by  the  program  have  enrolled 
for  liberal  arts  courses  and  1,200  are 
majoring  in  science.  Some  800  are 
preparing  for  teaching  careers. 

Claim  Garden  of 
Eden  Discovered 

Copenhagen  (RNS) — Danish  ar¬ 
cheologists  working  in  the  British 
protectorate  of  Bahrain  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  say  they  have  found  the 
site  of  the  Biblical  Garden  of  Eden. 

A  Copenhagen  Radio  broadcast 
said  the  explorers  believe  that  Bah¬ 
rain  itself  was  the  legendary  city 
of  Dilmun,  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  Gilgamesh  Epic  as  the  abode  of 
Adam  and  Eve. 

According  to  the  broadcast,  the 
archeologists  maintain  that  Dilmun 
was  a  desert  spot  made  fertile  by 
God.  It  quoted  them  as  saying  that 
their  discoveries  confirmed  that 
Bahrain  became  fertile  several  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  ago  following  a  peri¬ 
od  of  desert-like  conditions. 

Bahrain  is  an  independent  Arab 
state  under  British  protection.  The 
capital  and  commercial  center  is 
Manamah.  The  ruler  is  Shaikh  Sul- 
man  bin  Hamad  al  Khalifah. 


“How  Many  in  the  Pews?” 
Asks  British  Periodical 

A  British  periodical,  The  Econ¬ 
omist,  recently  published  an  article 
entitled,  “How  many  in  the  Pew?” 
in  which  were  some  interesting  sta¬ 
tistics: 

The  Church  of  England  today 
keeps  up  18,200  churches,  for  which 
there  are  16,050  Church  of  England 
clergy. 

The  non-conformist  groups  have 
30,000  churches  or  chapels,  of  which 
17,600  are  Methodist,  and  they  claim 
to  have  35,000  clergy,  but  of  these 
not  more  than  one-third  possibly, 
are  full-time. 

There  are,  in  addition,  5,000  Rom¬ 
an  Catholic  churches  and  5,600  par¬ 
ish  clergy. 

This  makes  a  total  of  51,050 
churches. 

On  the  basis  of  8,000,000  active 
members  in  the  Anglican  Church, 
“England  is  much  less  evangelized 
today,”  the  article  continues,  “than 
it  was  60  years  ago  when  there  were 
21,000  Anglican  clergy  to  serve  a 
much  smaller  population.” 

At  Easter,  1956,  the  number  of 
communicants  was  2,350,000,  about 
52  per  cent  of  its  total  membership. 

The  article  reports  that  of  38  mil¬ 
lion  adults  in  England,  8  million 
3re  actively  religious;  12  million 
definitely  non-religious  and  18  mil¬ 
lion  who  are  nominal  supporters  of 
a  church,  that  is,  they  get  married 
in  church  and  occasionally  take  part 
in  some  religious  observance. 


CITIES  ARE  PEOPLE,  TOO!  Along  with  mobility,  another  amazing 
fact  about  our  current  American  scene  is  our  continuing  population  growth. 
Today  there  are  about  173  million  of  us  in  the  United  States.  We  are  grow¬ 
ing  at  the  rate  of  a  city  the  size  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  or  Richmond,  Va.,  each 
month.  By  1975  there  will  probably  be  at  least  22 0  million  of  us,  and  by 
the  year  2,000  A.D.,  we  will  have  added  at  least  100  million  souls  to  our 
nation's  population.  Currently  about  85  per  cent  of  this  growth  is  in  urban 
areas.  Physical  explosion  will  accompany  population  explosion  in  nearly 
every  major  urban  area  in  America.  It  may  have  taken  some  cities  as  long  as 
300  years  to  reach  their  present  state  of  development.  The  same  cities, 
within  the  next  10  to  15  years,  will  be  doubling  their  land  space  under  de¬ 
velopment.  One  result  of  all  this  expansion  and  mobility  is  that  our  cities  are 
actually  being  brought  physically  together  .... 

Today,  as  at  no  other  period  in  its  history,  the  Protestant  church  is  faced 
with  the  necessity  for  sheer  physical  extension.  We  should  add  at  least 
2,000  churches  a  year  just  to  accommodate  population  growth.  Besides,  we 
need  churches  in  places  where  people  never  lived  before  and  new  churches 
where  Protestants  never  lived  before.  A  bill  for  such  expansion  would  be 
close  to  half  a  billion  dollars  a  year  just  for  land  and  buildings.  We  would 
have  to  add  another  75  million  for  program  and  staff.  All  of  this  would  not 
include  expansion  of  existing  facilities  where  needed.  To  the  surplus  of 
some,  the  bulk  of  this  expansion  will  occur  in  metropolitan  regions. — Dr. 
Meryl  Ruoss 


Membership  Rules  Set  Up 


Church  Called  Too  Easy  to  Join ,  Today 


ELIZABETH,  N.  J.  (RNS) — Convinced  that  it’s  too  easy  to  join  a 
church,  a  Protestant  pastor  here  resolved  to  do  something  about  it.  He  drew 
up  a  list  of  membership  requisites. 

“People  have  gotten  to  the  point  where  they  need  know  little,  believe 
little  and  do  little  to  join  a  church,”  said  the  Rev.  Albert  Fay  Hill. 

So  Mr.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  295-year-old  First  Presbyterian  church  here, 
set  down  the  following  rules  for  membership  in  his  congregation. 

Prespective  members  must  pledge  themselves  to  a  lifelong  study  of 


Boys’  Industrial 
School  to  Get  Chapel 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  (RNS) — A  cam¬ 
paign  has  been  completed  to  raise 
$15,000  for  construction  of  the  first 
chapel  ever  built  at  the  Arkansas 
Boys’  Industrial  School  here. 

Contributed  through  private  do¬ 
nations  was  a  total  of  $15,843  which 
will  be  matched  by  $15,000  in  state 
funds. 

Superintendent  Dean  Rowell  said 
construction  of  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  chapel  has  been  started  on  the 
grounds  of  the  state-owned  institu¬ 
tion.  The  chapel  is  expected  to  be 
completed  in  late  spring. 


the  Bible  and  must  attend  at  least 
ten  instruction  sessions. 

They  will  be  asked  to  contribute 
time  and  talent  as  well  as  money. 

New  members  will  be  urged  to 
tithe  (donate  10  per  cent  of  their 
annual  income). 

Each  new  member  will  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  pray  daily  for  “the  whole 
church  of  Christ  and  to  love  and 
respect  all  of  their  brethren  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  social  status  or  past 
life.” 

A  Presbyterian  normally  needs 
only  acknowledge  his  acceptance  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  “Lord  and  Sav¬ 
ior.”  However,  under  Presbyterian 
procedure,  individual  churches  may 
establish  their  own  rules  for  new 
members. 


Clergymen  Urged 
To  “Rediscover” 
Sacraments 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  (RNS) — Minne¬ 
sota  Protestant  pastors  were  called 
on  here  to  “rediscover  and  recover” 
the  Sacraments  “as  an  essential  part 
of  the  life  of  the  Church  and  a  vital 
element  in  communicating  the  Gos¬ 
pel.” 

The  plea  came  from  a  Methodist 
theologian,  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
professor  at  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
university,  Dallas,  Tex. 

In  one  of  three  lectures  to  the 
27th  annual  Minnesota  State  Pas¬ 
tors’  conference,  Dr.  Outler  said 
Christian  unity  awaits  the  renewal 
of  “the  conjoined  reality”  of  the 
Word  and  the  Sacraments. 

He  called  it  a  “scandal”  that 
Christians,  aware  they  share  unity 
in  Christ,  do  not  have  a  shared 
membership  or  shared  access  to  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Gospel. 

But  he  warned  that  there  is  “no 
easy  way  and  no  immediate  pros¬ 
pect  that  the  stones  of  stumbling 
will  be  removed.” 

The  place  to  begin,  he  said,  is  with 
a  deeper  study  of  “the  meaning  of 
grace  and  the  means  of  grace.” 

In  a  second  lecture,  Dr.  Outler 
called  for  an  urgent  reconsidera¬ 
tion  of  Baptism.  Protestants,  he  ob¬ 
served,  “are  in  a  genuine  doctrinal 
crisis”  with  respect  to  Baptism. 

The  tragedy  of  the  situation,  he 
said,  “lies  in  the  ambiguity  of  our 
various  understandings  and  in  the 
uncriticized  assumptons  which  still 
serve  us  in  lieu  of  a  well-founded 
sacramental  theology,  rooted  in  the 
Biblical  witness  and  consonant  with 
the  Christian  tradition.” 

Baptism,  he  said,  must  be  “under¬ 
stood  as  a  symbol  of  justification  by 
faith  and  not  a  human  act  which 
laid  claim  to  faith.  It  is  a  declara¬ 
tory  act  by  which  the  church  as¬ 
serts  to  all  and  sundry  that  God 
has  laid  claim  upon  the  baptized 
person  and  affixed  His  seal  to  the 
transaction  .  .  .” 

In  a  third  lecture,  Dr.  Outler  said 
any  discussion  to  seek  common  un¬ 
derstanding  about  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  “must  be  willing  to  suspend 
controversy  and  polemics  in  the 
area  of  ‘orders’  and  valid  admini¬ 
stration  and  must  concentrate  on 
what  ‘happens’  at  the  Table  of  the 
Lord— what  God  is  doing  and  what 
we’re  doing  there — and  what  this 
act  of  communion  and  meditated 
grace  means  for  the  communication 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  enabling  of 
the  Christian  life.” 

“O  u  r  churches,”  he  said,  “are 
starving  for  the  lack  of  radical,  soul- 
searching,  heart-warming  encount¬ 
ers  with  the  Living  God.  One  could 
almost  say  of  a  typical  Protestant 
service  of  worship  that  it  is  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  a  group  of  people  to  talk 
about  God  and  to  recommend  the 
good  life  to  each  other  in  a  friendly 
atmosphere  which  neither  disturbs 
nor  heals  the  profound  hurt  of  a 
shattered  or  estranged  soul. 

“There  is  a  revival  of  worship 
and  renewal  of  interest  in  worship 
— but  it  can  never  come  to  real  fruit 
unless  the  full  reality  of  the  radical 
and  objective  presence  of  God  is 
recovered  in  every  act  of  preaching 
and  in  every  act  of  witness  and  in 
every  act  of  service.” 


FEBRUARY  5,  1959 


Pag©  Three 


Editorial 


Negro  Schools  Need  Support,  Too 

METHODISM  and  Methodists  have  long  recognized  their  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  great  causes  beyond  the  local  church  and 
have  responded  in  a  substantial  way  to  undergird  these 
causes  with  financial  support.  This  response  has  made  possible  a 
globe-circling  program  of  missions,  the  sharing  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ  with  those  without  Him  in  many  of  the  distant  places  of  the 
earth.  Methodist  money  has  financed  great  evangelistic  programs, 
built  and  maintained  homes  for  children  and  the  aged,  launched 
and  operated  great  hospitals  and  schools,  and  promoted  educational 
enterprises.  We  want  to  call  attention  to  one  area  of  special  need 
which  is  close  to  all  of  us,  our  schools  of  higher  education  for 
Negroes. 

We  have  reference  to  Philander  Smith  College  in  Little  Rock 
and  Dilliard  University  in  New  Orleans.  Both  of  these  schools 
have  maintained  across  the  years  a  high  academic  standing  and  are 
filling  a  need  which  is  not  being  met  by  any  other  institution,  that 
of  training  Negro  leadership  for  a  better  tomorrow.  Especially  at 
this  time  is  the  training  which  these  institutions  offer  needed  as 
never  before.  It  could  very  well  be  that  the  eventual  solution  to 
issues,  which  plague  the  South,  will  come  through  Negro  leaders 
trained  in  the  Christian  tradition  by  Christian  leaders. 

Offerings  which  are  to  be  received  in  many  Louisiana  churches 
on  Race  Relations  Day,  next  Sunday,  will  go  to  this  purpose.  For 
several  years  now  Louisiana  Methodists  have  supported  Dilliard 
University  with  their  Race  Relations  Day  gifts,  making  possible  an 
ever  widening  service  to  the  Negro  community  that  would  not  be 
possible  without  the  support  of  White  Methodists.  This  is  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  which  many  Louisiana  Methodists  recognize. 

Here  is  something  specific  which  every  Methodist  should  sup¬ 
port  regardless  of  what  his  or  her  point  of  view  may  be  on  the  race 
question.  They  are  doing  exceptionally  fine  work  in  their  fields. 
They  need  your  support  and  because  Methodists  believe  in  what 
they  are  doing,  Methodists  will  support  them. 

Dry  Territory  Lowers  Crime  Rate 

THE  American  Business  Men’s  Research  Foundation  is  the 
authority  for  the  statement  that  Arkansas  has  made  the 
greatest  increase  in  population  living  in  dry  territory  during 
the  past  15  years  of  any  state  in  the  nation,  increasing  from  16.5% 
in  1943  to  42%  in  1958.  This  was  accomplished  through  the  medium 
of  local  option  elections  which  have  rendered  more  than  half  of 
the  counties  in  the  state  dry.  The  Foundation  cites  as  its  source 
the  Distilled  Spirits  Institute,  which  has  a  selfish  interest  in  know¬ 
ing  what  is  going  on. 

But  of  even  more  interest  is  a  comparison,  based  on  FBI  re¬ 
ports,  between  the  crime  rates  of  Arkansas  (42%  dry)  and  Missouri 
(100%  wet),  showing  the  fluctuation  during  the  same  period  that 
dry  areas  in  Arkansas  were  increasing.  By  comparing  the  rates  of 
the  four-year  period  1939-42  with  the  period  1954-57,  one  learns 
that  murder  declined  48%  in  Arkansas  while  there  was  an  increase 
of  12%  in  Missouri;  other  comparisons  include  robbery,  Arkansas, 
decline  of  46%,  Missouri,  increase  of  98%;  aggravated  assault,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  increase  of  39%,  Missouri,  increase  of  210%;  auto  theft,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  decline  of  27%,  Missouri,  increase  of  162%.  In  other  words, 
FBI  reports  show  that  as  Arkansas  gradually  dries  up,  its  crime 
rate  decreases,  while  Missouri  which  continues  100%  wet  has  a 
phenomenal  crime  rate  increase. 

We  venture  to  say  that  the  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas  is 
due  no  small  credit  for  this  drop  in  Arkansas’  crime  rate.  There 
may  come  a  day  when  its  program  will  be  expanded  to  include 
activity  in  social  fields  other  than  beverage  alcohol,  but  Arkansas’ 
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better  citizenship  should  ever  be  grateful  to  those  who  have  given 
leadership  to  this  program,  including  Clyde  C.  Coulter,  the  super¬ 
intendent,  whose  span  of  service  includes  exactly  the  period  of 
time  the  above  comparison  covers,  19  years. 

Circulation  Report  No.  2 

ELSEWHERE  in  this  issue  is  published  the  second  report  of  the 
annual  Area-Wide  Circulation  Campaign  for  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist  The  report  shows  a 
total  for  the  two  publications  of  29,657  which  equals  almost  to  the 
exact  number  the  same  number  of  subscriptions  reported  in  the 
second  report  of  1958. 

We  would  like  again  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  to  all 
those  who  have  had  a  part  in  this  fine  report.  All  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  districts  have  exceeded  their  quotas  but  one  and 
it  has  99%  of  its  goal.  Three  North  Arkansas  Conference  Districts 
have  exceeded  their  quotas  and  two  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
districts.  The  Ruston  District  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  now 
has  145%  of  its  quota  to  lead  the  Area,  with  the  Camden  District 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  second  with  120%. 

The  third  and  final  complete  report  will  be  published  in  the 
next  issue  and  will  include  all  reports  reaching  the  publications 
offices  by  Saturday  noon,  February  7.  Sixty-one  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  charges  have  yet  to  file  reports  while  only  43  Arkansas 
charges  remain  to  do  so.  Every  charge  in  the  Area  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  next  week’s  final  complete  report. 


An  Official  Publication  of 
The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal  Area 


'  editorial  and  business  offices,  broadwav  at  l'7JkaNsasK' 

FOR  CHANGE  OF  AnnRFSS.  P.O.  BOX  1066,  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS.  _ 

"Published  Every  Thursday,  Except  the  Weeks  of  July '  4 1  December  25- 

At  614  California  Ave.,  S.W.,  Camden,  Arkansas. 

QMR<;r RIPTION  PRICE.  $2.00  PER  ANNUM 
Retired  Minister®  and  Wives  of  Deceased  Ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Complimentary. 


_ -  -  — -  Editor  and  Business  Manager 

EWING  T.  WAYLAND  Editorial  Assistant 

JAMES  A.  MINER  Editorial  and  Business  Secretary 

ESCA  RIGGIN  Circulation  Secretary 

GENEVA  W.  -JOHNSON  Office  Secretary 

Way  I  an  d ,  ’wl*  w”  ’Rej^^Rf^^SSei^^Sd 

E.  T.  Wayland. 


Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinions  of 

the  editor  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. _ _ 

OWNED,  MANAGEb^NP  PUBLISHER  BYTHE  METHODIST  CHURCHES  OF 


- — -  Commissioners:  ..  , 

Little  Rock  Conference— C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  O.  C.  Landers,  E.  Vernon  Markham,  Charles 
w  Richards  Arthur  Terry,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  and  Burney  Wilson.  _  . 

Lou^-an^  Co^ence-R  R  Branton^Weldon  Brumfield  Leonard  Cooke,  J.  N.  Fomby, 

North  Arkansas' Conference— *Joe|r'cooper ,*W.  Henry  Goodloe/ William  Hightower,  Gold.r 

Lawrence,  J.  G.  Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce  and  R.  J.  Ricc!_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

pn*erecj  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at  Camden,  Ark., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879.  For  ohange 
«pnrf  form  3579  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  Box  1066,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas - 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ — - : -  ... _ _1 _ «_I  •  eUarn*  I mv 


iena  rorm  ooiv  i  mo  - - - - - : - - - - — — 

"When  asking  for  change  of  address,  subscriber  should  include:  charge  key 

number,  former  address,  new  address,  and  name  of  pastor. - — , - 

News  Sources  include  Methodist  Information  (Ml).  Methodist  General  Board  Ot  rv.'SS'ons 

(BM),  Nat’l  Council  of  Churches  (NC),  and  Religious  News  Service  (RNS). - 

- f-hi,  publication  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Press  Association  and  the 

Associated  Church  Press. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Four 


the  sub-district  director  of  Adult  Work  for  this 
area.  Rev.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
host  church. 
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ICDR  WALTER  R.  LUOMA,  new  Officer  in 
j  Charge  of  Naval  Reserve  Training  Facility 
at  Alexandria,  was  the  special  speaker  at  the 
February  meeting  of  the  Lecompte  Methodist 
Men’s  Club.  Commander  Luoma  presented  a  very 
interesting  Navy  film.  Rev.  Francis  M.  Stage, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  met  at  the  church  Friday 
night,  Jan.  23.  There  was  a  panel  discussion  on 
the  subject,  “The  Christian  Layman — A  Spectator 
Christian?”  The  moderator  was  Fred  Huenefeld;^ 
the  panelists:  J.  S.  Harbuck,  G.  E.  Boggs,  Dr. 
Jack  T.  Jackson,  and  G.  Thomas  Frazer.  Dr.  G. 
W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Vidalia  Methodist 
Church  held  its  annual  banquet  featuring 
Ladies  Night  on  Thursday,  Jan.  15.  After  the 
delicious  barbecue  supper  was  served,  a  religious 
film  was  shown.  A  wonderful  time  of  fellowship 
was  enjoyed  by  those  present.  Dolph  Henry  is 
president  of  the  Club.  Rev.  Harold  Hine  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

KIRTLEY  MILES,  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  was  named  “Teacher  of  the  Year”  by  the 
Minden  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Tuesday  night, 
Jan.  20.  Earle  Cooke,  was  at  the  same  time  named 
“Young  Teacher  of  the  Year”  by  the  Minden 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Cooke  was 
the  first  to  be  so  honored.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOHN  Q.  SCHISLER,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
who  had  a  heart  attack  November  22,  “Con¬ 
tinues  to  make  good  progress  day  by  day  and 
is  up  a  good  part  of  each  day,”  Mrs.  Schisler 
reported  at  Nashville  recently.  Dr.  Schisler  was 
hospitalized  until  January  6  and  has  been  at 
home  since  that  time.  He  retired  in  1955  as 
executive  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education’s  Division  of  the  Local  Church. 

REV.  HARVEY  WILLIAMSON,  pastor  of  St. 

Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  28.  The 
Men’s  Club  are  planning  three  studies  of  the 
Methodist  Church:  January,  “History  and  Back¬ 
ground”;  February,  “Beliefs  and  Doctrine”;  and 
March,  “The  Church  and  the  Layman.”  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  ROBERT  HAMMOND  of  Northwestern 
State  College  will  be  the  instructor  for  the 
Missions  Study,  Alaska  and  Hawaii  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches.  The  Class 
will  be  held  in  the  Earnest  Workers  room  of  the 
educational  building  for  four  Sunday  nights, 


6:30  to  7:15,  beginning  February  1.  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Coats  is  chairman  of  the  Missions  Commission. 
Rev.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  JOSEPH  D.  QUILLIAN,  Professor  of 
Homeletics  in  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
S.M.U.,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  25.  Dr.  Quillan 
remained  in  New  Orleans  through  Wednesday, 
Jan.  28.  He  presented  a  three  day  lecture  course 
on  “How  to  Study  and  Read  The  Bible.”  This 
was  a  district-wide  course.  Dr.  Quillan  received 
his  B.A.  degree  at  Piedmont,  his  B.D.  at  Vander¬ 
bilt  and  his  Ph.D.  in  Philosophical  Ethics  from 
Yale  University.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  Carrollton  Church. 

REV.  LEA  JOYNER,  pastor  of  Southside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  was  the  teacher  in 
an  “Evangelistic  Teaching  Class,”  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Minden,  Wednesday,  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  Jan.  28-30.  A  study  on  Hawaii 
is  also  in  progress  at  the  Church  with  Mrs.  Le- 
nora  Swearengin  teaching  the  Juniors;  Mrs.  O. 
O.  Hammons  teaching  the  Primaries;  Cecil  Lowe, 
Marcus  Wren  and  Eugene  Frazier  teaching  the 
Adults.  The  Study  sessions  are  being  held  at 
6:15  p.m.  on  Sunday  evenings  with  intermission 
and  refreshments  at  7:10  p.m.  Rev.  Merlin  W. 
Merrill  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOE  H.  ROBINSON,  pastor  of  the  Church 
Point  Methodist  Church,  preached  Sunday 
morning,  Jan.  18,  using  the  text,  “Blessed  Are 
Your  Eyes  For  They  See.”  After  the  message 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  dedicated  the  following 
Memorials  to  four  men  who  sought  to  lead  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  to  build  for  greater  service: 
A  Communion  Table,  presented  by  Mrs.  Chester 
O.  Dugas  in  memory  of  her  husband;  A  Table- 
Cross,  presented  by  Mrs.  David  Marshall  in 
memory  of  her  husband;  A  Candle-Holder  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Paul  Koury  in  memory  of  her 
husband;  and  a  Candle-Holder  presented  by 
Mrs.  Milton  R.  Andrus  in  memory  of  her  hus¬ 
band. 

MRS.  MELVIN  HALL  of  Montgomery,  Director 
of  Adult  Work  for  the  Alexandria  District, 
was  in  charge  of  an  adult  workshop  for  the 
Natchitoches  Area,  Thursday,  Jan.  29,  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen  Walker  of 
Shreveport  reported  on  the  National  Family  Life 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  held  in 
Chicago  last  October.  Miss  Catherine  Winters 
spoke  to  the  teachers  and  assistant  teachers  about 
the  presentation  of  lessons,  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Hall 
directed  the  class  officers  and  other  adults  in  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Sunday  School 
classes  and  Fellowship  groups.  A.  H.  Horton  is 
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St.  Matthew.  C.  Ebb  Munden  III 
St.  Paul,  Harvey  G.  Williamson  .... 
Second  Church,  S.  P.  Emanuel  .... 

Pearl  River,  K.  K.  Carithers  . 

Point-a-la-Hache,  Fred  W.  Campbell 

Slidell.  W.  H.  Giles  . 

Sun-Bush,  Mrs.  Rose  Carithers  . 

Trinity,  L.  W.  Taylor  . 
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Arcadia-Mt.  Moriah,  R.  L.  Peyton....  14 

Bernice,  Abe  Conerly  . 

Bethlehem-Summerfield, 

Wm.  Peeples  .  9 

Bienville,  J.  E.  Constable  .  3 

Calhoun-Beulah,  R.  E.  Carter  19 

Castor,  Charles  Wilder  .  9 

Centerpoint,  J.  T.  Garrett  .  3 

Chatham,  R.  F.  DeBusk,  Jr . 

Choudrant-Douglas,  David  P.  Corley  3 

Clay-Ansley,  V.  Leo  Westbrook  .  1 

Concord-Mt.  Pleasant,  C.  K.  Brooks  5 
Cotton  Valley,  W.  C.  Barham  10 

Downsville,  I.  A.  Patton  .  18 

Doyline-Mclntyre,  Stephen  Wendt  .... 

Dubach,  Jerry  A.  Means  . 

Eros-Antioch,  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  . 

Farmerville,  Rupert  Coles  . 

Gibsland,  J.  A.  Jones  . 

Haynesville,  J.  H.  Midyett  . . 

Heflin-Brushwood,  John  G.  Gieck  .... 

Hodge,  Terral  T.  Lowe  . 

Homer,  Wm.  P:  Fraser  . 

Jonesboro,  Loyd  E.  Williams  . . 

Lisbon-Arizona,  Geo.  P.  Goodwin  .... 

Marion,  Ladell  J.  Futch  . 

Minden,  First  Church, 

Merlin  W.  Merrill  . 

Lake  View,  Wm.  B.  Shaw  . 

Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 

J.  L.  McClain  . 

Quitman,  Troy  Garrett  . 

Ringgold,  Roy  Grant  . 

Ruston-Grace  Church, 

Henry  C.  Blount  . 

Trinity,  Virgil  D.  Morris  . 

Salem-Hilly,  Warren  Taylor  . 

Shongaloo- Whitehall, 

Wm.  Paul  Cassels  . 

Sibley,  Robert  Shirley  . 

Simsboro-Antioch,  J.  W.  Jones  . 
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Bethany-Kiethville,  Kenneth  Norton 

Benton,  L.  A.  Carrington  . 

Bethel,  Wm.  Holt  . 

Blanchard,  Lawrence  Gilbert  . 

Bossier  City-Curtis  Park, 


Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  E.  L.  McKay 


Ida-Hosston,  E.  A.  Keasler  . 

Keatchie,  R.  Leonard  Cooke  . 

Logansport,  J  B.  Grambling  . 

Longstreet-Shiloh .  Porter  Caraway  .. 


Oil  City,  L.  M.  Sawyer 
Pelican-Converse,  Russell  Brown 

Plain  Dealing,  A.  T.  Law  . 

Pleasant  Hill,  Bob  L.  Lawton  .... 
SHREVEPORT— 

Broadmoor,  George  W.  Harbuck 
Caddo  Heights,  George  W.  Ross 
Cedar  Grove,  Roy  E.  Mouser 
First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 


North  Highland,  Beverly  E.  Bond 
Park  Avenue,  George  Dameron 
Summer  Grove,  T.  M.  Lancaster 
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LOUISIANA  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 
Report  No.  2 


Re-  Not  %  of 

District  Quota  New  new.  Due  Total  Quota 

Ruston  1387  614  1367  26  2007”  145% 

Shreveport  2598  455  939  72  1466  56% 

Monroe  1626  311  1086  41  1438  88% 

Alexandria  1086  292  933  35  1260”  116% 

Baton  Rouge  2295  364  712  20  1096  48% 

New  Orleans  . 1616  387  668  29  1084  67% 

Lafayette  .  1101  301  661  39  1001  91% 

Lake  Charles  . 1287  209  713  7  929  72% 

TOTALS  .  2933  7079  269  10281 
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FEBRUARY  5, 1959 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LIVING  YOUR  WHOLE  LIFE 


If  I  were  to  ask,  “Do  you  want  your  health  restored?”  there  would 
scarcely  be  a  single  answer  in  the  negative. 

There  would  be  differing  degrees  of  intensity  in  the  way  you 
would  say  “yes.”  Some  would  say  it  with  great  eagerness  for  they 
know  they  are  in  the  grip  of  disease.  Others  would  answer  with 
thoughtful  seriousness,  suspecting  they  are  close  to  illness.  Some  might 
say  that  they  do  not  need  their  health  restored  because  they  are  with¬ 
out  an  ache  or  pain.  But  tomorrow  they  may  hear  of  a  friend  who  dies 
without  warning.  Yes,  whether  we  are  sick  or  well,  we  are  all  in¬ 
terested  in  health. 

Let  us  start  on  this  level  of  physical  health.  Jesus  so  gave  Him¬ 
self  to  healing  the  bodies  of  men  that  He  has  merited  the  title  of  the 
Great  Physician.  What  the  cases  He  cured  would  correspond  to  in 
modern  medical  terms  we  cannot  know  with  certainty  for  in  those 
days  our  methods  of  diagnosis  were  nonexistent. 

Just  how  He  healed,  I  do  not  know.  But  because  I  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  method  I  do  not  deny  the  fact.  The  limits  of  human  under¬ 
standing  are  far  short  of  the  limits  of  divine  doing.  God  does  many 
things  which  are  as  yet  mysteries  to  me.  Some  of  the  healing  works 
of  Jesus  seem  more  explicable  now  than  when  I  began  my  ministry 
because  recent  years  have  revealed  new  insights  into  the  relation  of 
mind  and  body.  Perhaps  some  day  I  shall  understand  more  of  the 
principles  by  which  Jesus  performed  His  cures. 

Wherever  I  can  observe  it,  this  universe  appears  to  be  law  abid¬ 
ing.  I  do  not,  therefore,  believe  that  Jesus  healed  by  violating  or  sus¬ 
pending  the  laws  science  has  found  valid.  What  He  did  was  bring 
into  use  forces  higher  than  those  whose  laws  medical  science  has 
charted.  A  miracle  is  not  an  event  which  outrages  reason  but  one 
which  outruns  reason. 

It  is  this  mysterious  and  uncharted  potency  of  physical  life  that 
Jesus  set  before  men.  More  significant  than  the  specific  cases  He 
cured  was  His  revelation  of  the  possibilities  for  health,  enjoyment 
and  use  resident  in  the  body.  He  instilled  a  new  respect  and  expec¬ 
tancy-  in  his  countrymen  regarding  their  bodies. 

He  also  gave  impetus  to  the  healing  art  which  has  developed 
magnificent  hospitals,  sent  missionary  doctors  and  nurses  to  disease- 
ridden  lands,  enabled  millions  of  babies  to  grow  up  and  lengthened 
the  span  of  life. 

When  I  grow  fearful  that  the  human  race  is  about  to  commit 
suicide  because  the  atom  and  hydrogen  bombs  have  such  destructive 
power,  I  take  hope  by  turning  my  thought  to  the  growing  humani- 
tarianism  and  progress  of  the  healing  art.  And  now  the  churches  are 
giving  more  and  more  thought  to  spiritual  healing. 

Jesus  not  only  revealed  new  possibilities  of  health  and  gave  new 
impetus  to  healing,  but  He  also  put  the  body  in  its  proper  relation  to 
the  wholeness  of  life.  Although  He  gave  so  much  effort  to  healing 
the  bodies  of  men,  He  ever  reminded  His  hearers  that  “life  is  more 
than  meat.”  He  did  not  let  the  concerns  of  the  body  overshadow  the 
mind  and  spirit.  He  imparted  such  control  over  the  body  that  His 
apostle  Paul  could  say,  “I  keep  my  body  under.” 

Whenever  we  devote  too  much  time  and  thought  to  bodily  com¬ 
forts  and  aches  and  adornment,  we  limit  ourselves.  For  this  reason 
Jesus  said:  “Do  not  be  anxious,  saying,  ‘What  shall  we  eat?’  or  ‘What 
shall  we  drink?’  or  ‘What  shall  we  wear?’  .  .  .  But  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be 
yours  as  well.”  The  Great  Physician  knew  that  when  we  have  enough 
to  live  for  we  do  not  worry  so  much  about  what  we  have  to  live  on. 
A  pair  of  newlyweds  can  be  happy  in  the  most  modest  surroundings 
whereas  when  love  has  left,  people  are  restless  amid  their  riches. 

We  of  America  and  Canada  boast  that  we  have  the  highest 
standard  of  living  in  the  world.  But  what  do  we  mean?  Do  we  not 
mean  that  we  have  the  best  houses,  the  finest  cars,  the  most  physical 
comforts?  Good  as  these  are,  they  will  not  save  our  culture.  Bodily 
comforts  can  make  for  spiritual  softness. 

Remember  health  means  wholeness  of  body,  mind  and  spirit. 


"Th'  strain  is  gettin'  me  down  .  .  .  how  much 
longer  do  I  hafta  be  good  to  get  that  bee  bee  gun?" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Race  Relations  Day, 
February  8 

A  number  of  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  observe  the  second  Sunday  in 
February  as  Race  Relations  Day; 
when  they  spend  a  little  extra  time 
trying  to  appraise  their  attitudes 
and  feelings  with  regard  to  other 
races.  This  is  not  an  easy  thing  to 
do  this  year,  in  the  light  of  the  emo¬ 
tions  of  illwill  that  have  been  nur¬ 
tured  in  all  parts  of  our  country. 
But  Christianity  being  what  it  is, 
we  who  profess  and  accept  it  can¬ 
not  turn  our  faces  away  from  it 
simply  because  it  is  a  hard  problem 
to  solve.  Turning  one’s  back  on  any 
issue  will  never  solve  it.  Therefore 
let  us  make  an  honest  .  .  .  may  I  say 
a  Christian  .  .  .  effort  to  look 
squarely  at  our  duty  to  our  fellow 
man.  Of  course  any  appraisal  of  our 
attitudes  about  other  races  is  quick¬ 
ly  equated  in  this  section  of  the 
world  into  a  study  of  our  relations 
with  the  negro.  Therefore  I  ap¬ 
proach  it  prayerfully,  but  at  the 
same  time  frankly. 

Integration  or  segregation,  when 
forced  upon  anyone  of  any  race  is 
not  Christian,  in  my  opinion.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  in  many  of  our  relations 
between  us  and  our  fellow  men, 
either  at  the  individual,  the  national 
or  the  international  level,  the  act  of 
“retaliation”  has  almost  become  a 
virtue. 

What  is  the  answer?  I  feel  less 
capable  than  ever  to  offer  a  solu¬ 
tion  that  would  have  merit  for  set¬ 


tling  our  problems,  whether  people 
liked  or  disliked  my  ideas.  I  feel, 
however,  that  many  of  us  have 
thrown  our  Christian  forbearance 
out  the  window  as  we  have  nursed 
our  wounded  feelings  to  our  breasts. 
After  all,  our  problem  right  now 
does  not  seem  to  be  that  of  settling 
the  integration  or  segregation  ques¬ 
tion.  It  seems  that  we  are  not  ready 
to  approach  it  until  we  take  several 
other  steps.  One  of  them  is  to  accept 
Jesus’  instructions  to  “Pray  for  those 
who  despitefully  use  you”  .  .  .  Ano¬ 
ther  step  might  be  to  analyze  our 
own  deepest  feelings  to  see  if  we 
have  not  become  narrow  in  our  un¬ 
derstanding  of  all  other  peoples  as 
a  result  of  our  disturbed  feelings 
about  our  own  problem.  One  alarm¬ 
ing  fact  that  I  see  today  is  that  our 
World  Service  giving  has  dropped 
noticeably  since  this  trouble  has 
been  plaguing  us.  It  is  entirely  pos¬ 
sible  that  we  could  continue  to  feel 
bitter  about  these  things  and  about 
certain  people  until  we  shut  out  of 
our  lives  some  of  the  most  precious 
promises  that  God  has  offered  us 
through  the  atoning  death  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Maybe  the  first  thing  that 
Methodist  Christians  should  do  be¬ 
fore  we  take  any  more  steps  would 
be  to  go  to  our  knees  as  Saul  did 
on  the  Damascus  road  and  say  with 
him,  “Lord,  what  do  you  want  me 
to  do?”  Right  now  we  need  God’s 
guidance  more  than  ever.  May  He 
give  us  the  spiritual  courage  to  ask 
Him  for  it. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  February  15,  1959:  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  GOD  AND  MAN 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  22:34-40;  LUKE  10:25-29.  LESSON 
TEXT  MARK  12:28-34 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  To  love  him  with  all  the  heart,  and  with  all  the  un¬ 
derstanding  and  with  all  the  strength,  and  to  love  one’s  neighbor  as  oneself 
is  more  than  all  whole  burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices.  MARK  12:33.  (RSV) 


Anyone  who  has  followed  these  lessons  should 
understand  by  this  time  the  reason  for  calling 
Tuesday  of  Passion  Week  “The  Day  of  Ques¬ 
tioning.”  It  was  early  Tuesday  morning  that 
Jesus  was  questioned  about  His  authority  to 
teach  and  preach.  Next  there  came  the  question 
regarding  the  matter  of  paying  taxes  to  Rome. 
There  followed  closely  the  question  about  the 
woman  who  had  each  of  seven  brothers  as  hus¬ 
band.  Today  we  study  the  fourth  question  of  the 
day  when  a  lawyer,  apparently  accompanied  by 
other  Pharisees,  asked  Jesus  as  to  which  of  the 
commandments  was  greatest. 

Each  of  these  questions  came  from  a  different 
group.  They  came  in  the  following  order:  The 
chief  priests,  scribes  and  elders;  the  Herodians, 
the  Sadducees  and  the  lawyer  from  a  group  of 
Pharisees.  While  these  various  groups  differed 
in  many  ways,  on  this  day  they  at  least  had  a 
common  purpose — it  was  to  discredit  and  destroy 
Jesus  in  the  minds  of  multitudes  that  followed 
Him.  Each  group  of  questioners  approached  Je¬ 
sus  from  a  different  angle.  In  each  instance  the 
basic  purpose  of  their  mission  miserably  failed. 

In  today’s  lesson  we  find  the  Pharisees  “gath¬ 
ered  together”  while  one  of  their  number,  a  law¬ 
yer,  asked  Jesus  a  question.  Lawyer,  as  used 
here,  means  a  student  or  interpreter  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  law.  Being  a  lawyer,  the  question  asked  was 
about  the  greatest  commandment  or  law  that 
God  had  given.  Matthew  says,  “A  lawyer  asked 
him  a  question,  TEMPTING  him.” 

The  question  asked  sounds  rather  sincere  and 
was  the  most  important,  sensible  question  of  the 
four  asked  that  day.  Nevertheless,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  the  enemies  of  Jesus  still  thought 
of  Him  as  an  irresponsible,  street-corner  preach¬ 
er.  They  likely  felt  that  sooner  or  later  He  would 
make  a  damaging,  hurtful  mistake  if  they  could 
just  keep  Him  talking  long  enough. 

The  Most  Important  Commandment 

The  question  the  lawyer  asked  was,  “Which 
is  the  first  commandment  of  all?”  He  was  asking 
Jesus  to  state  publicly  what  He  thought  was  the 
most  important  thing  in  the  religious  life.  It  is 
likely  that  the  group  was  expecting  Jesus  to  fly 
off  at  a  tangent  and  name  something  as  of  su¬ 
preme  importance  that  was  trivial  and  insignifi¬ 
cant,  thereby  losing  His  place  as  a  leader  and 
teacher  of  the  people. 

Questions  of  this  nature  were  often  discussed 
among  Jewish  leaders.  They  discussed  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  tithing,  worship,  sacrifices  and  other  sim¬ 
ilar  subjects  as  to  their  relative  importance  in 
religion.  Hence  it  is  that  there  may  have  been 
some  degree  of  sincerity  and  concern  in  the 
question  asked  as  well  as  a  desire  to  lead  Jesus 
to  say  something  foolish. 

Jesus  Names  The  Most  Important  Commandment 

It  must  have  been  a  surprise  to  the  lawyer 
when  Jesus  went  back  right  to  the  heart  of  the 
Old  Testament  for  His  answer.  Jesus-  -said. 
“Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord: 
and  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind  and  with  all  thy  strength:  This  is  the  first 
commandment.”  Jesus  did  not  stop  there.  He 
also  named  the  second  most  important  matter  in 
religious  living.  Jesus  said,  “And  the  second  is 
like,  namely  this,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  There  is  none  other  commandment 
greater  than  these.”  In  Matthew,  Jesus  is  re¬ 
ported  as  saying  about  these  two  command¬ 
ments,  “On  these  two  commandments  hang  all 


the  law  and  the  prophets.”  In  other  words  all 
other  commandments  and  requirements  of  the 
law  were  but  comments  or  interpretations  of 
these  two  commandments  which  state  so  com¬ 
prehensively  our  duty  to  God  and  man. 

Why  Is  Love  for  God  So  Vitally  Important? 

If  we  give  it  consideration,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  discover  why  it  is  of  first  importance  that 
we  love  God  supremely.  It  is  not  possible  to 
build  a  great  life  unless  that  life  revolves  around 
a  center  that  is  worthy  to  be  the  center  of  a  life 
made  in  the  image  of  God. 

As  we  look  about  us  we  find  many  people 
whose  lives  revolve  around  some  center  other 
than  God.  Let  it  be  said  that  whatever  that 
center  may  be,  however  important  it  may  ap¬ 
pear,  if  it  is  something  other  than  God,  it  is  only 
of  temporary  value.  If  it  is  of  temporary  value, 
it  is  certainly  not  worthy  to  be  the  center  around 
which  a  life  that  is  immortal  is  to  be  built. 

For  this  reason  it  is  important  that  our  lives 
have  a  center  as  big  as  our  conception  of  God 
Himself  around  which  to  build  our  lives.  That 
center  must  be  a  unified  center.  It  is  not  strange 
that  heathen  religions  fail  to  develop  great  reli¬ 
gious  characters.  Who  can  sincerely  worship  or 
sincerely  love  a  thousand  gods,  capricious  and 
irresponsible.  Such  a  life  is  not  unified.  It  is 
divided  into  as  many  fragments  as  the  number 
of  gods  it  tries  to  worship. 

It  is  not  strange  that  polygamy  has  never 
developed  a  great  home  life.  In  order  that  we 
may  have  great  homes  there  must  be  a  central¬ 
ized  affection,  a  place  where  love  has  met  love 
and  two  lives  become  one  in  interests,  affection 
and  devotion.  It  is  not  possible  to  build  a  united 
home  on  a  divided  love.  A  great  home  or  home 
life,  under  such  conditions,  is  not  possible.  For 
the  same  reason  unfaithfulness  to  marriage 
vows  between  one  husband  and  wife  make  a 
great  home  life  impossible. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  great  Christians  are 
found  only  in  the  churches.  We  hear  professed 
Christians  outside  the  church  say,  “I  do  not  be¬ 
long  to  any  one  church.  I  love  all  the  churches.” 
Such  a  person  is  in  fact  confessing  that  he  does 
not  love  any  church  very  much.  Real  love  must 
have  a  centralized  object  of  affection.  We  cannot 
love  in  the  abstract. 

Every  Christian  should  find  a  church  home 
to  which  he  can  give  his  love  and  loyalty  with 
an  intensity  that  he  does  not  have  for  churches 
generally.  We  should  not  be  selfish  or  intolerant 
in  our  relation  to  other  churches.  However,  we 
should  remember  that  great  Christians  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  some  particular  church  and  largely  give 
themselves  in  God’s  service  through  the  church 
of  their  choice. 

This  greatest  of  all  commandments  is  not 
just  an  arbitrary  demand  of  God.  It  is  a  state¬ 
ment  of  a  principle  of  life  that  is  essential  if  life 
is  to  be  properly  organized,  centralized  and 
properly  related  to  God  the  Creator. 

Love  Thy  Neighbor 

Some  one  has  said  that  vital  religion  is  both 
vertical  and  horizontal — up  to  God  and  out  to 
man.  Christ,  in  today’s  lesson  is  saying  that  the 
most  important  thing  religiously  is  for  man  to 
properly  relate  himself  to  God  and  man.  That 
can  be  done  only  through  a  consuming  spirit  of 
love. 

We  may  be  sure  that  love  for  neighbor  here 
does  not  mean  the  personal  affection  we  possess 
in  our  relation  to  our  immediate  family  or  close 


relatives.  Love  for  neighbor,  Jesus  says,  should 
include  the  same  concern,  good  will  and  kindly 
interest  in  others  which  we  always  have  for 
ourselves.  The  essence  of  this  commandment  is 
found  in  the  Golden  Rule.  In  the  mind  of  Jesus 
the  word  “neighbor”  has  no  boundaries.  It  in¬ 
cludes  all  mankind.  When  Jesus  placed  these 
two  commandments  side  by  side,  and  said  that 
we  “like”  each  other,  He  in  effect  said  that  it  is 
as  important  that  we  love  our  neighbors  as  our¬ 
selves  as  it  is  to  love  God  supremely. 

What  Do  Wo  Consider  Most  Important? 

Jesus  here  states  plainly  what  God  thinks 
is  the  most  important  thing  for  our  lives.  It 
would  be  very  helpful  for  us  to  look  into  the 
deep  of  our  own  lives  and  discover  how  our 
estimates  of  life’s  values  compare  with  this 
declaration  of  divine  Wisdom. 

We  are  all  concerned  about  material  posses¬ 
sions,  the  education  of  our  children,  pleasure, 
position,  our  homes  and  friends,  and  many  other 
interests  that  crowd  in  upon  us.  None  of  these 
interests  in  themselves  are  bad.  Sought  in  the 
right  spirit  they  may  all  be  good.  The  things 
we  should  be  concerned  about  is  that  they  all 
have  their  proper  place  when  compared  to  the 
two  things  Jesus  said  are  most  essential  for  all 
life — love  for  God  and  man. 

How  May  We  Learn  To  Love  God? 

A  child  does  not  love  its  mother  because  she 
commands  it  to  do  so.  If  by  some  strange  quirk 
of  nature  the  child  has  no  affection  or  love  for 
its  mother,  commands  would  be  meaningless. 
A  child  loves  its  mother  because  it  feels  the 
warmth  and  tenderness  of  the  mother’s  love  for 
it.  The  child  comes  to  love  the  mother  because 
it  feels  that  she  first  loved  it. 

We  love  God,  not  because  He  commands  it, 
but,  because  knowing  something  of  the  infinite 
love  God  has  for  man,  as  expressed  in  the  life 
and  teachings  and  death  of  Jesus,  we  love  Him. 
1  John  4:10  reads,  “Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 
loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his 
Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.”  Love  is 
born,  not  in  commandments,  but  in  what  we 
know  God,  in  love,  has  done  for  us. 

Some  one  may  ask  how  we  are  to  know 
whether  we  really  love  God?  One  of  our  pro¬ 
fessors  in  college  gave  us  this  standard  by  which 
we  might  test  the  measure  of  love  we  had  for 
the  one  we  would  make  a  companion  for  life. 
He  said  that  if  we  knew  the  extent  of  the  sacri¬ 
fice  we  would  be  willing  to  make,  if  necessary, 
in  order  that  the  object  of  our  affections  might 
be  happy,  we  would  then  have  a  right  good 
measure  of  our  love.  That  same  principle  may 
be  used  in  determining  the  extent  of  our  love  for 
God.  If  we  know  the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  we 
are  willing  to  make  for  the  sake  of  the  kingdom 
of  God,  we  have  a  right  good  measure  of  our 
love  for  God. 

Love  More  Important  Than  Formal  Worship 

Our  memory  selection  is  part  of  the  answer 
of  the  Lawyer  to  the  words  of  Jesus.  In  that 
verse  the  lawyer  is  saying  that  a  supreme  love 
for  God  and  a  genuine  love  for  mankind  is  more 
valuable,  in  God’s  sight,  than  “whole  burnt  of¬ 
ferings  and  sacrifices.” 

Formal  worship,  be  it  ever  so  regularly  or 
metriculously  done,  is  no  substitute  for  love. 
That  was  the  big  fault  of  the  Jewish  religion. 
The  Jews  had  come  to  feel  that  acts  of  worship 
and  form  of  sacrifices  were  about  the  sum  total 
of  religion.  Jesus  convinced  this  lawyer  that 
love  for  God  and  man  outweighed  all  else. 

The  Period  of  Questioning  Ends— Another 
Period  Begins 

The  last  sentence  of  our  lesson  text  reads, 
“And  after  that  no  one  dared  to  ask  him  any 
question.”'  (RSV)  The  answer  Jesus  gave  to  each 
of  these  four  questions  was  so  sensible,  so  prac¬ 
tical,  so  understandable  and  shows  such  mar¬ 
velous  wisdom  that  the  attempt  to  destroy  Je¬ 
sus  with  questions  ended.  The  question  period 
had  exactly  the  opposite  effect  than  that  wanted 
by  the  enemies  of  Jesus.  Mark  says,  as  a  result 
of  these  questionings,  “And  the  common  people 
heard  him  gladly,”  Mark  12:37. 

While  the  enemies  of  Jesus  abandoned  this 
method  of  attack,  they  did  not  change  their  pur¬ 
pose  to  destroy  Him.  They  now  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  only  way  to  be  rid  of  Jesus  was 
to  kill  Him.  Their  plans  from  that  time  looked 
to  the  death  of  Christ.  They  pressed  those  plans 
relentlessly  until  Jesus  hung  His  head  on  the 
cross  and  “gave  up  the  ghost." 
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Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1126 

Amity,  Joe  Arnold  .  1 

ARKADELPHIA  CT.,  Robert  Irvin  ... 

first  Church,  J.  Edwin  Dunlap .  15 

St.  Andrew,  John  McKnight  .  3 

Bismarck  Ct.,  Marvin  Wilkins 

Dalark  Ct.,  W.  A.  Lea  .  4 

Delight  Circuit,  James  Batts  .  7 

Friendship  Circuit,  W.  M.  Crow  . 

Glenwood  Circuit,  John  W.  Rushing  . 

Gurdon,  Joe  R.  Phillips  .  7 

HOT  SPRINGS  Ct.,  David  Cavnor 
First  Church,  Fred  R.  Harrison 

Grand  Avenue,  Alfred  I.  Doss  .  11 

Fountain  Lake-Oma, 

Connie  Robbins  . 

Oaklawn,  Clyde  T.  Parsons  .  14 

Pullman  Hgts.,  Winslow  E.  Brown 
Tigert  Memorial-Morning  Star, 

J.  Walker  . 

MALVERN— 

First  Church,  Virgil  Keeley  .  34 

Keith  Memorial,  Zane  Williams  ....  10 

St.  Paul,  Allan  E.  Hilliard  .  4 

Mt.  Ida  Ct.,  Joe  W.  Hunter  .  14 

Murfreesboro,  Robert  W.  Johnson 

Okolona  Ct.,  W.  H.  Watson  . 

Piney  Grove-Gardner, 

J.  C.  Van  Horn  . 

Rockport  Ct.,  Robert  Dale  Orr  .  11 

Shorewood  Hills,  Gerald  K.  Hilton 
Sparkman-Macedonia , 

W.  Braska  Savage  .  3 

Princeton  Ct.,  A.  J.  Lightfoot  ... 

TOTALS  . 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren,  Due  Total 


1 

18 

19** 

3 

13 

i 

17 

15 

67 

6 

88** 

3 

18 

21** 

6 

6 

4 

20 

24 

7 

26 

3 

36*  • 

10 

15 

25*  • 

4 

24 

28** 

7 

40 

2 

49 

1 

5 

6 

27 

95 

10 

132 

11 

49 

7 

67 

8 

6 

1 

15 

14 

33 

8 

55 

5 

34 

1 

40  ** 

8 

1 

9 

34 

91 

7 

132** 

10 

23 

33** 

4 

21 

25** 

14 

38 

52** 

15 

56 

71*. 

9 

40 

"i 

50** 

7 

13 

l 

21** 

11 

15 

l 

27*  • 

16 

16 

3 

37 

2 

42* 

9 

9 

227 

836 

52 

1115 

3 

35 

38** 

11 

32 

1 

44** 

9 

23 

32 

3 

12 

15 

24 

24** 

30 

65 

4 

99 

11 

192 

203*2 

14 

60 

74** 

1 

1 

45 

892 

937*3 

3 

14 

17 

21 

21  •• 

17 

105 

122** 

5 

5 

8 

8 

11 

21 

"i 

33 

8 

31 

39 

2 

35 

2 

39 

4 

25 

6 

35  ** 

3 

4 

1 

8 

75 

75 

17 

45 

2 

64 

2 

28 

30 

4 

32 

36*  • 

5 

27 

3 

35 

8 

75 

1 

84*  * 

9 

50 

59** 

1 

1 

"4 

26 

i 

31 

1 

19 

1 

21 

9 

28 

37 

241 

2003 

23 

2267** 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1891 


Bearden,  Gerald  K.  Fincher  . 

Bradley,  Dewey  L.  McCauley  . 

Buckner  Ct.,  Giles  B.  Pixley  . 

Dumas  Memorial-Lisbon, 

Oscar  Haire  . 

Calion-Quinn,  Wendall  Barbaree  . 

CAMDEN,  First  Church. 

Francis  A.  Buddin  . 

Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller  . 

Timothy-Westside-Buena  Vista, 

W.  Hudnall  . 

Columbia  Ct.,  Larry  Nicholson  . 

EL  DORADO— 

First  Church,  Cecil  R.  Culver  . 

Centennial-Bethel,  John  T.  Bolding 

St.  Luke,  W.  S.  Cazort  . 

Vantrease,  M.  E.  Scott  . 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  . 

Harmony  Grove,  Claud  R.  Roy  . 

Holly  Springs  Ct.,  Waymon  Keel  . 

Junction  City  Ct.,  O.  Wendell  Hoover 

Lewisville,  David  M.  Hankins,  Jr . 

Louann  Ct.,  Robert  H.  Jackson . 

Magnolia  Ct.,  Elbert  Marlar  . 

First  Church,  C.  Ray  Hozendorf  . .. 
Jackson  Street,  John  W.  Lindsay. 
Marysville-Fredonia,  C.  E.  Lawrence 

Norphlet,  Ralph  S.  Mann  . 

Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 

Noel  Cross  . 

Smackover,  Harold  D.  Sadler  . 

Stephens,  Bryan  Stephens  . 

Strong-Wesley,  Charles  Ogden  . . 

Taylor  Ct.,  James  Ford  . 

Union-Rhodes  Chapel,  Ernest  Hays  . 
Village  Ct.,  Eugene  Gilliam  . 


HOPE  DISTRICT— Quota  1202 

Ashdown,  A.  C.  Carraway  .  15 

Bingen  Ct.,  P.  D.  Alston  .  9 

Blevins  Ct.,  J.  R.  Callicott  .  7 

Center  Point  Ct.,  Bruce  Bean  .  14 

DeQueen,  Fred  L.  Arnold  . 

Dierks-Greens  Chapel,  W.  P.  Walker 
Doddridge  Ct.,  DeWitt  Harberson  .... 

Emmett  Ct.,  Clyde  Swift  .  6 

Foreman-Wade’s  Chapel, 

Fred  H.  Arnold  .  7 

Fouke-Boyd,  Bun  Gantz  .  5 

Garland-Pleasant  Hill, 

J.  Wayne  Mann  .  1 

Hatfield  Ct.,  W.  R.  Johnson  .  4 

Hope,  Rufus  F.  Sorrells  .  21 

Horatio  Ct.,  Charles  E.  Messer  ... 
Lockesburg  Ct.,  Omma  L.  Daniels 

Mena,  W.  D.  Golden  .  9 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  E.  T.  McAfee 
Mt.  View-Shady  Grove, 

Hermon  W.  Worthy  .  20 

Nashville,  Curtis  Williams  .  22 

Prescott,  Alfred  DeBlack  .  2 

Prescott  Ct.,  L.  O.  Lee  . 

Pleasant  Hill,  Estel  W.  Adcock 

Rondo  Ct.,  James  E.  Robken  .  7 

Springhill  Ct.,  James  Shaddox  .  2 

TEXARKANA,  College  Hill, 

James  E.  Simpson  .  27 

Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther  .  6 

Few  Memorial,  Leonard  D.  Yates 

First  Church,  Arthur  Terry  .  44 

Washington  Ct.,  W.  C.  Onstead  .  11 

Winthrop  Ct.,  Earl  DeVasier  .  13 

TOTALS  . 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Quota  2734 


Austin  Ct.,  Albert  M.  Elder  . 

Bauxite,  C.  W.  Good  .  5 

BENTON — First  Church, 

Wm.  E.  Brown  .  33 

New  Hope-Point  View,  Cecil  Gill....  4 


15 

53 

4 

72** 

9 

22 

31** 

7 

30 

37** 

14 

20 

34** 

16 

44 

5 

65** 

8 

27 

1 

38»* 

12 

16 

28** 

6 

49 

55** 

7 

35 

42* 

5 

22 

27*4 

1 

4 

1 

6 

4 

21 

25 

21 

101 

”5 

127 

12 

19 

31** 

8 

26 

i 

35** 

9 

55 

1 

65** 

2 

33 

4 

39** 

20 

4 

24** 

22 

46 

i 

69** 

2 

46 

4 

52 

3 

21 

1 

25** 

1 

3 

4* 

7 

24 

31** 

2 

26 

i 

29 

27 

25 

1 

53** 

6 

49 

1 

56*  • 

4 

11 

15* 

44 

134 

3 

181** 

11 

27 

2 

40*2 

13 

13 

1 

27** 

318 

1006 

37 

1361** 

Parkview,  Edward  B.  Hollenbeck.. 

Bethlehem  Ct.,  J.  R.  Martin  . 

Bryant-Mt.  Carmel,  Robert  Regnier  13 

Carlisle,  O.  E.  Holmes  . 

Des  Arc-New  Bethel, 

Kenneth  M.  Goode  . 

DeValls  Bluff  Ct.,  Doyle  T.  Rowe.. 

Douglassville,  John  B.  Hays  .  14 

Geyer  Springs, 

Robert  W.  Trieschmann  .  15 

Hazen,  Doyle  T.  Rowe  .  3 

Hickory  Plains  Ct., 

Maurice  E.  Adkins  . 

LITTLE  ROCK— 

Asbury,  Otto  W.  Teague  . 

Capitol  View,  Orrie  L.  Thompson  . 
First  Church,  Aubrey  G.  Walton  .. 
Henderson,  Rolland  E.  Darrow  .... 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  .  15 

Hunter  Memorial,  Everette  Vinson 

Oak  Forest,  Irl  Bridenthal  > .  15 

Pulaski  Heights, 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  . 

St.  Luke,  Elbert  B.  Jean  . 

St.  Mark’s,  Stacey  Ollar,  Jr.  .. 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards 
Trinity,  Carr  Dee  Racop,  Jr... 
Twenty-Eighth  St.,  George  Kerr 

Winnfield,  J.  Ralph  Clayton  .  23 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  .  2 

Mabelvale,  Charles  W.  Baughman 
Markham-Mt.  Pleasant, 

Louis  Averitt  . 

Pride  Valley,  John  Ross  .  2 

Primrose,  James  R.  Scott  .  9 

Roland-Martindale,  S.  T.  Hollowell 

Salem-Congo,  W.  Roy  Jordan  .  15 

Sardis-Bethel,  Robert  L.  Riggin 
Traskwood  Ct.,  Wm.  C.  Chenault 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 


7 

18 

25 

7 

9 

16 

13 

15 

28 

33 

33 

2 

18 

1 

21 

2 

5 

6 

13 

14 

22 

1 

37 

15 

26 

41 

3 

44 

"i 

48 

6 

6 

10 

88 

4 

102 

9 

47 

1 

57** 

7 

1260 

1267*3 

6 

23 

29 

15 

40 

2 

57 

4 

17 

3 

24 

15 

25 

40 

90 

81 

4 

175 

4 

20 

24 

3 

3* 

46 

97 

143** 

8 

5 

13* 

5 

36 

41* 

23 

82 

2 

107 

2 

33 

35 

4 

20 

2 

26 

3 

7 

10 

2 

1 

3 

9 

23 

2 

34 

5 

1 

6 

15 

31 

3 

49** 

4 

15 

1 

20 

7 

20 

1 

28** 

402 

2295 

41 

2738** 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Quota  938 

Arkansas  City,  Sammy  W.  Farrell 

Crossett,  J.  B.  Hefley  . .  8 

Crossett  Ct.,  Arthur  C.  White  ... 

Dermott,  R.  B.  Moore,  Jr . 

Drew  Ct.,  Richard  Poss  .  2 

Dumas,  Harould  Scott  .  14 

Fordyce,  A.  J.  Christie  .  3 

Fountain  Hill  Ct..  W.  E.  West 
Hamburg-Synder,  Guy  C.  Ames 

Hermitage  Ct.,  E.  Guy  Wilson  .  5 

Kingsland  Ct..  James  W.  Beck  .  2 

Martin’s  Chapel,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  .  3 

Monti  cello,  Robert  O.  Beck  .  34 

McGEHEE — 

First  Church,  Herston  Holland  .  19 

Wesley,  Sammy  W.  Farrell  .  2 

Portland-Montrose,  Van  W.  Harrell 

Star  City,  Osborne  White  .  8 

Thornton  Ct.,  H.  R.  Nabors  . 

Tillar-Winchester,  Irl  Lancaster 

Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  .  9 

Watson-Kelso,  George  C.  Bailey 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron  .  4 

Wilmot-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell 

TOTALS  . 


Almyra,  Harold  E.  Wright  .  3 

Altheimer-Wabbaseka, 

Chas.  E.  Ramsey  . 

Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner, 

Claude  Clark  .  2 

Carthage,  Hursel  Richert  . 4 

DeWitt,  Howard  L.  Williams  15 

England,  Kirvin  A.  Hale  .  17 

Gillett,  D.  James  McCammon  .  6 

Glendale,  James  Scudder  .  4 

Grady,  George  W.  Warren  .  4 

Humphrey-Humnoke, 

Eugene  Rushing  .  1 

Keo,  John  L.  Hoover  . 

Leola  Ct.,  Robert  S.  Beasley  .  7 

Little  Prairie  Ct.,  Ira  M.  Mitchell 
PINE  BLUFF— 

Carr  Memorial,  Cagle  Fair  .  6 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd 
Good  Faith,  C.  Everette  Patton 
Hawley  Memorial,  Geo.  E.  Reutz 
Lakeside,  John  M.  McCormack  .... 

St.  Luke,  Carlos  E.  Martin  .  2 

Wesley,  Clint  Burleson  .  16 

Whitehall,  C.  E.  Monroe  .  6 

Redfield,  James  Scudder  .  3 

Rison-Mt.  Carmel,  Louis  M.  Mulkey  36 

Roe  Ct.,  Wm.  D.  Bone  .  5 

Sheridan,  Horace  M.  Grogan  .  2 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone 
STUTTGART — 

First  Church,  C.  M.  Atchley  .  1 

Grand  Avenue,  Vernon  Chalfant 

TOTALS  . .  278  1055  26  1359** 


1 

1 

8 

84 

92** 

2 

39 

41** 

18 

28 

2 

48** 

2 

23 

1 

26*  • 

14 

39 

53** 

3 

62 

3 

68 

21 

6 

27** 

2 

49 

1 

52** 

5 

20 

1 

26** 

2 

16 

18 

3 

12 

i 

16 

34 

24 

58** 

19 

60 

3 

82** 

2 

4 

6 

8 

22 

30*  • 

8 

44 

52** 

3 

34' 

37** 

7 

62 

i 

70*2 

9 

53 

4 

66 

4 

23 

27 

4 

17 

"4 

25 

5 

43 

2 

50*  • 

163 

779 

29 

971** 

Quota 

1314 

3 

13 

16 

7 

55 

62*2 

2 

30 

32** 

4 

17 

21 

15 

54 

3 

72 

17 

70 

87** 

6 

29 

"i 

36** 

4 

6 

10*2 

4 

38 

42** 

1 

29 

30** 

15 

15*  • 

7 

22 

29** 

1 

27 

28** 

6 

37 

3 

46 

29 

146 

4 

179** 

7 

16 

23* 

6 

38 

i 

45** 

60 

82 

5 

147 

2 

5 

1 

8 

16 

19 

35** 

6 

17 

23** 

3 

2 

5 

36 

25 

1 

62** 

5 

20 

25** 

2 

49 

3 

54** 

3 

33 

36** 

1 

60 

2 

63 

7 

51 

2 

60 

31  .... 

36* 

80  7 

120** 

11  .... 

15 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  1002 
BATESVILLE— 

Asbury,  Virgil  Hainsey  6 

Central  Ave..  James  R.  Chandler  “ 

First  Church,  Lloyd  M.  Conyers 
Bethesda-Cushman,  A.  Stewart  Aist 
Calico  Rock,  Otho  Strayhorn  1 

Cave  City-Sidney,  Thomas  J.  Nation  c 
Concord-Wolf  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford 
Cotter-Bull  Shoals, 

Gerald  D.  Hammett 
Desha-Salado,  John  W.  Sandage 
Melbourne,  Burnell  Stephens  .  19 


6 

22 

28 

16 

64 

1 

81** 

9 

82 

5 

96** 

6 

18 

1 

25 

1 

28 

1 

30 

6 

22 

2 

30 

3 

21 

24** 

3 

31 

4 

38** 

1 

20 

21 

19 

34 

53** 

Mountain  Home  Parish, 

Harry  Jowett  . 

Mountain  View,  Ray  H.  Edwards  .... 
Newark-Oil  Trough,  B.  W.  Stallcup . 
Newark  Ct.,  Miss  Everne  Hunter  .... 
NEWPORT— First  Church, 

John  Bayliss  . 

Umsted  Memorial,  Pryor  R.  Cruce 
Pleasant  Plains  Ct.,  Elsworth  Watson 
Salem,  H.  W.  Jinske  . 


Atkins,  W.  J.  Spicer  . 

Belleville-Havana,  John  Braden  . 

Bethel-Cato,  Maurice  Burroughs  . 

CONWAY — First  Church,  Joel  Cooper 

Salem,  Ralph  Evans  . 

Wesley  Memorial,  James  Beal  .... 

Danville,  Oscar  J.  Evanson  . 

Dover-London,  John  J.  Harris  . 

Greenbrier  Ct.,  Ralph  Hale  . 

Mayflower,  John  Glaze  . 

Morrilton,  First,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr... 
Morrilton  Ct.,  Carlos  Westerman  .. 

Naylor  Circuit,  Tom  English  . 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK— 

Amboy,  Bob  S.  Edwards  . 

Beacon,  Britt  Cordell  . 

First,  W.  Henry  Goodloe  . 

Gardner  Memorial,  E.  B.  Williams 

Lakewood,  Worth  W.  Gibson  . 

Levy,  Jesse  Johnson  . . 

Washington  Ave.,  Archie  N.  Boyd.. 

Ola  Area,  Frank  Weatherford  . 

Perryville  Ct.,  W.  E.  Harris  . 

Plainview-Larger  Parish, 

Woodrow  Woods  . 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Farrell  Hatch  . 

Pope  County  Ct.,  Rayburn  Jackson  . 

Pottsville,  Muriel  Peters  . 

Russellville,  First,  Geo.  G.  Meyer.  .. 

Wesley,  Vernon  Anderson  . 

Vilonia  Ct.,  Howard  G.  Moore  . 


New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

5 

21 

1 

27** 

24 

149 

173*2 

3 

8 

1 

12 

10 

19 

29** 

6 

41 

i 

48** 

3 

13 

16 

21 

49 

2 

72** 

5 

48 

1 

54** 

3 

35 

2 

40 

8 

33 

41** 

7 

31 

38** 

6 

38 

44** 

15 

13 

1 

29 

6 

35 

1 

42** 

192 

875 

24 

1091** 

jota 

1494 

3 

23 

1 

27** 

20 

20 

1 

10 

11 

45 

79 

16 

140** 

2 

11 

13 

9 

30 

2 

41*  • 

2 

26 

3 

31*  • 

10 

14 

24** 

11 

13 

i 

25 

2 

5 

7** 

7 

92 

3 

102** 

2 

15 

1 

18** 

3 

14 

1 

18 

6 

6 

6 

18*  • 

8 

6 

1 

15** 

27 

245 

5 

277** 

31 

55 

5 

91 

18 

19 

37** 

23 

65 

i 

89** 

19 

58 

77* 

20 

27 

47* 

18 

11 

i 

30** 

11 

24 

35 

7 

17 

24 

2 

3 

2 

7 

3 

34 

37** 

288 

288*2 

11 

27 

38*2 

3 

19 

22 

304 

1256 

49 

1608** 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  1166 

Bentonville,  Thurston  Masters  .  12 

Bentonville  Ct.,  Loyd  G.  Hardin 

Berryville,  Pharis  J.  Holifleld  .  20 

Brightwater,  Wilbert  R.  Feagan 

Centerton,  Felix  Holland  . 

Decatur,  Harold  Bailey  . 

Elm  Springs-Harmon, 

Marvest  Lawson  . . 

Eureka  Springs,  Frank  Jones  .  5 

FAYETTEVILLE— Central, 

Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr .  41 

Wiggins  Memorial, 

Raymond  Dorman  .  13 

Gentry,  Joe  G.  Black  .  4 

Goshen,  Cleve  Yarbrough  .  3 

Gravette,  J.  Hilman  Byram  .  3 

Green  Forest  Area, 

W.  Leonard  Byers  .  14 

Lincoln-Summers,  C.  H.  Harvison .... 

Madison  County  Area,  J.  E.  Linam... 
Morrow-Farmington,  Orval  Stahl  .... 

Pea  Ridge-Tuck’s  Chapel, 

Aubra  O.  Hays  . 

Prairie  Grove,  Dewey  Dark  .  8 

Rogers,  W.  O.  Scroggin,  Jr . 

Siloam  Springs,  Edwin  B.  Dodson 
SPRINGDALE— First  Church, 

George  Ivey  .  13 

Sulphur  Springs,  J.  Hillman  Byram 
Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

W.  C.  Hutton  .  5 

Wedington,  Walter  Pennel  .  2 

TOTALS  . 


12 

42 

2 

56 

8 

17 

1 

26*  • 

20 

26 

1 

47“ 

9 

18 

1 

28  ** 

5 

20 

25“ 

12 

12“ 

3 

48 

51“ 

5 

2 

7 

41 

114 

10 

165 

13 

26 

1 

40“ 

4 

17 

2 

23* 

3 

14 

17 

3 

30 

"2 

35“ 

14 

38 

1 

53“ 

5 

30 

35“ 

3 

30 

2 

35“ 

5 

22 

1 

28“ 

11 

11 

8 

32 

"2 

42* 

16 

39 

55 

5 

54 

iii 

69 

13 

113 

5 

131“ 

3 

7 

1 

11 

5 

12 

17 

2 

5 

7** 

220 

798 

43 

1061 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Quota  1177 
Aubrey-Lexa, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Thompson 
Cherry  Valley,  John  R.  Chapman 

Clarendon,  Louis  F.  LaFevers  .  1 

Colt  Ct.,  T.  B.  Parmenter  .  8 

Cotton  Plant.  A.  W.  Harris  .  2 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish  Lake, 

L.  K.  Wilson  .  2 

Earle,  D.  Harrell  Wilson  .  2 

Elaine  Ct.,  Charles  Casteel  .  4 

Forrest  City-Haynes,  S.  B.  Wilford . . 

Helena,  First  Church,  Alf  A.  Eason 
Holly  Grove,  George  L.  McGhehey  .. 

Hughes,  Elmus  C.  Brown  . .  7 

Hunter- Whitehall,  Gaston  Matthews 
Marianna-LaGrange, 

H.  J.  Couchman  .  4 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  .  6 

Marvell, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Anderson 

Parkin,  Charles  Lewis  .  6 

Turrell-Gilmore,  W.  Frank  Shell 
West  Helena.  W.  Glen  Bruner 
WEST  MEMPHIS— 

First  Church,  Dan  R.-  Robinson 

Rosewood,  Vernon  Pay  singer  .  3 

Wheatley-Moro,  Gail  J.  Anderson 
Widener-Round  Pond, 

James  M.  Meadors,  Jr . 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  14 


23 

32 

55“ 

2 

44 

1 

47“ 

1 

38 

39“ 

8 

37 

45 

2 

28 

"i 

31* 

2 

30 

32“ 

2 

41 

43  ** 

4 

52 

2 

58“ 

11 

68 

3 

82 

14 

78 

4 

96“ 

3 

29 

32“ 

7 

41 

48“ 

24 

"2 

26 

4 

73 

1 

78“ 

6 

69 

75*2 

5 

25 

30“ 

6 

14 

i 

21 

2 

21 

23* 

8 

49 

3 

60** 

39 

38 

1 

78 

3 

1 

4 

1 

81 

82*2 

7 

26 

33 

14 

61 

4 

79 

174 

1000 

23 

1197* • 

Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Allx  Circuit,  John  W.  Lee  . 

Alma,  Willis  H.  Harl  . 

Barling.  M.  C.  Bevans  . 

Booneville,  Robert  P.  Sessions  .... 
Branch  Circuit,  E.  F.  Flowers  .... 
Charleston,  Charles  W.  Gjedde  .... 

Clarksville,  David  P.  Conyers  . 

FORT  SMITH— 

First  Church,  Fred  G.  Roebuck 

Fifth  Street,  Bennie  G.  Ruth  . 

Goddard  Memorial, 


Wyatt  Memorial,  Frank  Clemmons 

Greenwood,  Brady  Cook  . 

Hartford-Midland,  Willis  LeGrand  .... 

Hartman  Ct.,  Miss  Fern  Cook  . 

Huntington-Hackett.  George  J.  Kleeb 

Kibler-Dyer,  Lindsey  Rolland  . 

Lamar,  Raymond  Hawkins  . 

Lavaca,  Charles  Nance  . 

Magazine  Circuit,  Raymond  Brooks 


New  Hope-Mt.  View,  W.  T.  Watson  .. 

Ozark,  S.  O.  Patty  . . . 

Paris,  G.  B.  Ames  . 

Prairie  View-Scranton, 

Dave  Smitherman  . 

VAN  BUREN — First  Church, 


Waldron,  First  Ch.,  W.  P.  Connell 
Circuit,  C.  V.  Matthews  . 


Quota 

1996 

Marshall-Leslie, 

John 

H.  Barrett  .... 

12 

23  .... 

35 

McCrory,  Golder  Lawrence 

7 

46  3 

56  •• 

1 

1 

McRae,  Harold 

S.  Bailey  . 

16 

22  .... 

38 

3 

24 

27** 

Morgantown-Hopewell, 

6 

6 

Ramsey  Woodall  .... 

6 

14  .... 

20 

7 

73 

5 

85** 

Newton  County, 

Eugene  Miser  . 

1 

9  .... 

10 

9 

37 

1 

47*. 

Pangburn  Circuit,  Graham  Sellers  .. 

9 

14  1 

24 

5 

5 

Patterson  Circuit,  Kelley  Yount  .... 

17 

14  .... 

31 

16 

82 

2 

100* 

Quitman  Circuit 

,  Owen  Washburn  .... 

2 

22  .... 

24 

Rosebud  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan  . 

3 

13  .... 

16 

50 

160 

5 

215 

SEARCY— 

2 

13 

1 

16 

First  Church, 

Alvin  A.  Murray,  Jr. 

24 

84  4 

112** 

Grace  Church,  Porter  Weaver  .... 

2 

15  .... 

17** 

14 

41 

8 

63 

Scotland  Circuit 

,  Jack 

Blume 

2 

4  .... 

6 

1 

13 

1 

15 

Valley  Springs 

Ct.,  Harry  Burke  .... 

2 

1  .... 

3 

1 

2 

19 

12 

2 

20 

16 

TOTALS  ... 

223 

735  23 

981 

10 

61 

3 

74** 

5 

22 

27 

ARKANSAS 

METHODIST 

DISTRICT 

SUMMARY 

28 

3 

36 

20 

i 

65 

23 

Report 

No.  2 

3 

18 

21 

Ro- 

Not 

%  of 

3 

13 

16 

District 

Quota 

New 

new. 

Due 

Total 

QuoU 

2 

23 

3 

28** 

Little  Rock  . 

2734 

402 

2295 

41 

2738** 

100% 

16 

24 

40** 

Camden  . 

.1891 

241 

2003 

23 

2267* • 

120% 

2 

26 

28** 

Conway  . 

...1494 

304 

1256 

49 

1609** 

108% 

5 

18 

23«* 

Hope  . 

.1202 

318 

1006 

37 

1361** 

113% 

3 

23 

2 

28** 

Pine  Bluff  . 

....1314 

278 

1055 

26 

1359** 

103% 

12 

37 

4 

53** 

Fort  Smith  . 

...1995 

275 

1033 

51 

1359 

68% 

20 

75 

4 

99** 

Jonesboro  . 

1393 

311 

967 

28 

1306 

94% 

Forrest  City  . 

...1177 

174 

1000 

23 

1197** 

102% 

16 

17 

33 

Arkadelphia  . 

.1126 

227 

836 

52 

1115 

99% 

Batesville  . 

1002 

192 

875 

24 

1091** 

109% 

3 

44 

4 

51 

Fayetteville  ... 

1166 

220 

798 

43 

1061 

91% 

7 

15 

22*  • 

Searcy  . 

1147 

223 

735 

23 

981 

86% 

8 

27 

3 

38* 

Monticello  . 

938 

163 

779 

29 

971** 

104% 

20 

31 

2 

53** 

Paragould  . 

1119 

185 

745 

31 

961 

86% 

4 

17 

21 

TOTALS 

3513 

15383 

480 

19376 

275 

1033 

51 

1359 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Quota  1393 


Bay,  Vernon  Dennis  . 

Black  Oak-Macey,  Lamon  Bounds... 
BLYTHEVILLE— 

Lake  Street,  J.  J.  Clark  . 

Wesley  Ct . 

Bono  Ct.,  Lester  Nance  . 

Brookland  Ct.,  Waymon  Hollis  . 

Caraway,  Charles  Thompson  . 

Dyess- Whitten,  Carl  Strayhorn  . 

Harrisburg,  J.  T.  Byrd  . 

Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass  ... 

Joiner.  Cecil  Harrison  . 

JONESBORO— 

First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  . 

Huntington  Avenue,  Ben  F.  Jordan 

Fisher,  H.  M.  Sanford  . 

Keiser-Riverside,  B.  J.  Van  Cleve  . 
Lake  View-Lake  City,  Lowell  Eaton  . 

Leachville,  W.  T.  Lingo  . 

Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer 

Luxora,  Garland  C.  Taylor  . 

Manila,  Clyde  Crozier  . 

Marked  Tree,  Harold  D.  Womack  . 

Monette,  E.  E.  Stevenson  . 

Mt.  Carmel-Pleasant  Valley, 

Elvis  Wright  . 

Nettleton,  Earl  D.  Carter  . 

Osceola,  N.  Lee  Cate  . 

Trumann,  Arvill  Brannon  . 

Tyronza,  J.  M.  Barnett  . 

Wilson,  Earle  Cravens  . 

Weiner,  Ray  Burrow  . 

Weona-Center  View, 

J.  F.  Weatherford  . 

Yarbro,  Harvey  Hazelwood  . 

TOTALS  . 


8 

66 

74*3 

64 

18 

82*3 

9 

29 

38** 

4 

18 

1 

23 

6 

23 

29 

8 

21 

1 

30** 

2 

15 

17** 

1 

16 

17 

7 

71 

1 

79** 

2 

26 

28 

17 

24 

41  •• 

35  - 

86 

5 

126 

23 

53 

4 

80*  • 

2 

23 

1 

26 

4 

20 

1 

25** 

1 

16 

17 

2 

34 

2 

38** 

5 

38 

1 

44*  • 

4 

15 

1 

20 

2 

35 

2 

39** 

20 

49 

1 

70** 

3 

36 

2 

41** 

6 

16 

1 

23 

3 

21 

24 

15 

68 

2 

85** 

25 

34 

59** 

16 

25 

41** 

8 

25 

33** 

3 

24 

2 

29** 

3 

15 

18* 

3 

7 

10 

311 

967 

28 

1306 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1119 


Beech  Grove,  Charles  P.  Reed  . 

Biggers-Reyno,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst  .... 
Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson 

Boydsville,  J.  D.  Lawrence  . 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  . 

Hardy-Ravenden,  M.  L.  Edgington 

Hoxie,  Wm.  O.  Hightower  . 

Hurricane-Harvey’s  Chapel, 

Ray  McLester  . 

Imboden-Smithville,  Calvin  Roetzell 

Leonard  Ct.,  J.  B.  Harris  . 

Lorado  Ct.,  J.  T.  Holland  . 

Mammoth  Spring, 

John  H.  Richardson  . 

Marmaduke,  James  Holt  . 

Maynard,  L.  L.  Langston  . 

PARAGOULD— 

First  Church,  J.  Ralph  Hillis  . 

Griffin  Memorial,  H.  L.  Robison  .... 

St.  Mark’s,  J.  W.  Moore  . 

East  Parish,  A.  E.  Mcllveene  .... 
West  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson  .... 

Piggott,  Harold  Spence  . 

Ravenden  Springs-Friendship, 

Maurice  Kemp  . 

RECTOR,  First  Church,  Paul  Lanier 

Fourth  Street,  Van  Hooker  . 

Circuit,  Charles  Crossno  . 

Sedgwick-Egypt,  James  G.  Smith  ..  . 

St  Francis,  W.  G.  Conner  . 

otanford-Warren’s  Chapel, 

E  w.  Bruner  . 

Walnut  Ridge,  Wm.  A.  Stewart  . 

TOTALS  . 


3 

42 

2 

47 

7 

14 

21** 

4 

28 

i 

33»* 

2 

11 

2 

15 

4 

46 

1 

51** 

4 

23 

2 

29** 

14 

27 

41*. 

5 

6 

1 

12 

23 

68 

1 

92*2 

8 

11 

19 

4 

10 

i 

15 

9 

17 

26** 

12 

17 

29** 

4 

14 

18 

5 

62 

7 

74 

9 

38 

2 

49 

6 

3 

1 

10** 

14 

14 

"4 

30 

34 

13 

50 

2 

65** 

9 

1 

1 

11 

10 

53 

2 

65** 

4 

16 

2 

22 

2 

8 

10 

7 

17 

24** 

1 

38 

i 

40 

7 

13 

20 

5 

68 

2 

75** 

185 

745 

31 

961 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Quota  1147 


Antioch-Stony  Point,  Leon  Gilliam.  .. 

“aid  Knob,  Maurice  Lanier  . 

“eebe-Ward,  James  W.  Workman  ... 
“eilefonte-Bergman,  Oliver  Logan  ... 

JlI'jRttord-Russell,  Joe  E.  Linam . 

abot,  John  S.  Workman  . 

l  inton,  Cyril  Wilson  . 

p  ^-V'"^.  Graham  Sellers  . 

Gnffithville,  W.  B.  Yount  . 

««ns°n,  Horace  M.  Lewis  . 

“eber  Springs,  Arnold  Simpson  . 

TnSkso?vilIe-  G-  A.  McKelvey  . 

Kensett,  M.  B.  Short  . 


5 

15 

20* 

2 

21 

23* 

20 

93 

5 

118*2 

8 

35 

43** 

1 

17 

18 

3 

34 

3 

40 

3 

49 

2 

54** 

6 

7 

13 

1 

20 

"i 

22** 

23 

85 

2 

110** 

29 

2 

31 

46 

25 

71*. 

2 

2 

2 

22 

24 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1086 


ALEXANDRIA— 

First  Church,  Guy  M.  Hicks  .  33  109  9  151 

Trinity.  Otis  W.  Spinks  .  10  48  ....  58** 

Wesley-Pleasant  Grove, 

Conrad  Edwards  .  4  17  1  22 

Horseshoe  Drive,  Roy  Lee  Garrett  14  27  3  44*2 

Ball-Clear  Creek,  H.  B.  Crammer  ....  5  4  ....  9 

Boyce,  Claude  O.  Hall  .  5  16  ....  21** 

Bunkie,  J.  J.  Caraway  .  17  34  1  52** 

Colfax,  S.  S.  Holladay  .  4  30  ....  34** 

Dodson-Eden-Siloam  Springs, 

Henry  Pinckard  .  4  7  1  12 

Effie-Bethel,  John  Sayes  .  3  5  ....  8 

Elizabeth,  John  F.  Kellogg  .  6  31  ....  37** 

Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe  .  20  ....  20*2 

Glenmora,  D.  R.  Deen  .  16  1  17 

Jena,  A.  G.  Taylor  .  17  110  3  130*3 

Jonesville,  A.  P.  Smith  .  1  15  2  18** 

Lecompte-Cheneyville, 

Frank  M.  Stage  .  15  40  2  57*2 

Marksville-Simmesport,  Carl  Lipe.  ..  3  20  ....  23** 

Marthaville,  Huey  P.  McFarland  .  1  ....  1 

Montgomery,  M.  L.  Davis  .  15  28  1  44*2 

Mt.  Zion-Atlanta,  Dell  S.  Durand  ....  3  12  ....  15 

NATCHITOCHES— 

First  Church,  George  F.  Pearce  ....  14  33  ....  47 

Faith  Church,  Odell  Simmons  .  4  ....  4 

Oakdale,  Clark  W.  Bell  .  7  27  1  35** 

Oak  Grove-Provencal,  W.  R.  Akin.  ..  2  24  ....  26** 

Olla,  W.  Harold  Carroll  .  28  30  1  59*2 

Palestine,  A.  D.  St  Amant,  Jr .  8  24  1  33** 

Pineville,  John  F.  Kilpatrick  .  14  63  2  79** 

Pollock,  Marvin  Hockenhull  .  8  18  ....  26** 

Trout-Belah-Tullos,  Champ  Breeden.  16  12  4  32** 

Urania,  Ed  Pickens  .  3  8  ..  .  11** 

Weaver-Davis  Springs,  J.  W.  Lee  ....  7  3  1  11** 

Whites  Chapel-Ville  Platte, 

Mrs.  L.  Hickman  .  16  54  ....  70*3 

Winnfield,  R.  H.  Staples  .  10  43  1  54** 

TOTALS  .  292  933  35  1260** 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— QuoU  2295 


Amite,  G.  R.  Messer  . 

12 

41 

53** 

Baker,  John  H.  Sewell  . 

1 

1 

BATON  ROUGE— 

First,  Dana  Dawson,  Jr . 

51 

68 

5 

124 

Broadmoor,  J.  P.  Woodland  . 

5 

10 

4 

19 

Istrouma,  A.  Jerome  Cain  . 

5 

37 

42 

Ingleside,  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr . 

9 

10 

i 

20 

Jefferson,  Stone  W.  Caraway  . 

24 

24* 

Wm.  B.  Reily  Memorial, 

Wm.  E.  Trice  . 

2 

2 

Bethel,  T.  J.  Smith  . 

18 

15 

i 

34** 

Blackwater,  W.  O.  Lynch  . 

59 

18 

77** 

Bogalusa-E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

R.  B.  Crichlow  . 

22 

69 

1 

92** 

Carpenter’s  Chapel-Meadors 

Chapel,  M.  Corrigan  . 

4 

5 

2 

11 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  V.  M.  Culpepper 

6 

19 

2 

27 

Concord-New  Hope,  F.  F.  Griffin  . 

9 

1 

10** 

Deerford,  George  M.  Horne  . 

5 

17 

22** 

Fisher,  John  Casey  . 

1 

30 

31** 

Franklinton,  M.  Dave  Felder  . 

14 

49 

i 

64  *• 

Gonzales  Ct.,  J.  M.  Wilkes  . 

2 

5 

7 

Greensburg,  James  A.  Knight  . 

3 

7 

10 

Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  . 

16 

60 

70* 

Jackson,  John  B.  Shearer  . 

4 

29 

33 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel, 

C.  J.  T.  Cotton  . 

12 

9 

21** 

New  Roads,  T.  D.  Lipscomb  . 

8 

4 

12** 

Plaquemine,  Wm.  J.  Reid  . 

6 

32 

38** 

Ponchatoula,  J.  W.  Matthews  . 

2 

43 

45 

Port  Allen,  Elisa  W.  Sandel  . 

2 

2 

St.  Helena,  Robert  Townsend  . 

8 

8 

Slaughter,  G.  H.  Corry  . 

12 

12 

Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth  . 

2 

44 

46  •• 

Tickfaw-Independence,  James  Hodge 

30 

2 

32*3 

Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley  . 

12 

23 

35 

Wesley  Chapel,  Carey  Martin  . 

6 

19 

i 

26* 

Zachary,  Robert  Ed  Taylor  . 

17 

22 

1 

40 

TOTALS  .  364  712  20  1096 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Quota  1101 


Abbeville,  R.  M.  Bentley 

18 

30  .... 

48** 

Berwick,  Kirby  Vining  . 

8 

28  .... 

36 

Church  Point,  Joe  H.  Robinson 

....  3 

n  1 

15* 

CROWLEY— First  Church, 

Louis  Hoffpauir  . 

....  49 

31  4 

84** 

Charge  and  Paator 

Crowley,  Wesley,  Raymond  Pierson 

Donaldsonville,  G.  A.  LaGrange  . 

Ebenezer,  Etienne  Brouillette  . 

Franklin,  Albert  S.  Hurley  . 

HOUMA— First  Church, 

B.  A.  Galloway  . 

Heights,  Ira  W.  Robinson  . 

Iota-Maxie,  Jame3  L.  Adams  . 

Indian  Bayou,  X.  B.  McCann  . 

Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin  . 

Lafayette,  Davidson,  Woodrow  Hearn 

First  Church,  Fred  S.  Flurry  . 

Lockport,  J.  C.  Zerangue  . 

Melville,  O.  L.  Golson  . 

Morgan  City,  R.  W.  Bengtson  . 

New  Iberia,  Jack  Cooke  . 

Opelousas,  R.  E.  Walton  . 

Patterson,  Harlan  M.  Guillot  . 

Pecan  Island,  Jerrold  Hoffpauir  .... 

Port  Barre,  C.  J.  Thibodaux  . 

Raceland,  J.  C.  Zerangue  . 

Thibodaux,  E.  W.  Day  . 

TOTALS  . 


Not 


New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

28 

26 

54*2 

6 

26 

32*3 

5 

20 

25** 

24 

51 

1 

76 

15 

41 

3 

59 

9 

31 

40** 

21 

1 

i 

23** 

35 

65 

100*2 

3 

12 

15** 

2 

11 

13 

23 

74 

25 

122 

2 

3 

5 

10 

14 

24 

3 

11 

2 

16 

10 

75 

85 

5 

33 

2 

40 

5 

16 

21** 

1 

15 

16*4 

3 

11 

14*2 

1 

8 

9** 

12 

17 

29*  * 

301 

661 

39 

1001 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Quota  1287 


Bell  City,  Robert  R.  Miller  .  1 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier, 

J.  Taylor  Wall  . 

DeQuincy,  A.  A.  McKnight  .  7 

DeRidder,  Wesley.  James  C.  Skinner  2 

Elton,  Donald  Hall  .  3 

Eunice,  Wilson  Watson  .  7 

Florien,  S.  W.  Lantrip  .  1 

Hornbeck,  Henry  Pickett  .  2 

Iowa,  Robert  R.  Miller  .  1 

Jennings,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  .  10 

Kinder,  Raymond  Crofoot  .  1 

Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Winegeart  .  11 

LAKE  CHARLES— 

Fairview,  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr .  2 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg  .  19 

Northside-Moss  Bluff, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr .  9 

Oak  Park,  H.  A.  Gibbs  .  11 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  .  13 

Westlake,  Rex  Squyres  .  25 

Leesville,  C.  Robert  McCammon  ....  15 

Merryville,  Louis  Coppage  .  4 

Oberlin,  James  C.  Skinner  .  1 

Raymond,  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  ....  1 

Sulphur,  E.  R.  Haug  .  29 

Vinton,  W.  F.  Howell  .  12 

Welsh,  Don  Risinger  .  22 


4 

5* 

1 

1 

38 

45*  • 

21 

23** 

53 

56*4 

36 

43** 

32 

33*3 

33 

35*» 

1 

2 

37 

"i 

48 

20 

21** 

18 

29** 

10 

1 

13*2 

87 

106 

9 

18** 

15 

26 

25 

i 

39 

26 

51** 

47 

3 

65** 

19 

1 

24** 

8 

9** 

11 

12 

54 

83 

22 

34  ** 

86 

108*3 

TOTALS 


209  713  7  929 


MONROE  DISTRICT— QuoU  1626 


BASTROP— 

First,  Luther  L.  Booth  . 

34 

72 

1 

107** 

Memorial-Beekman, 

Brady  B.  Forman  . 

35 

10 

45*3 

Circuit,  W.  L.  Strong  . 

4 

2 

i 

7 

BoniU-Jones,  Byron  Crosby  . 

6 

24 

30*2 

Collinston  Ct.,  S.  B.  Dampier  . 

3 

21 

24** 

Columbia,  D.  T.  Williams  . 

6 

57 

4 

67** 

Crowville,  E.  H.  House  . 

2 

20 

5 

27** 

Delhi,  Ira  Love  . 

2 

30 

1 

33 

Grayson  Ct.,  C.  Ed  Henkel  . 

7 

24 

1 

32** 

Harrisonburg-Clayton,  F.  P.  Corie.  .. 

1 

23 

1 

25*2 

Holly  Ridge-Crew  Lake,  Cecil  Mims . 

2 

5 

9 

16 

Kilbourne  Ct.,  John  D.  Bell  . 

3 

23 

2 

28** 

Lake  Providence,  George  D.  York  . . 

4 

52 

1 

57** 

Lapine  Ct.,  Wallace  Reeves  . 

1 

1 

Little  Creek-Union,  E.  W.  Corley  .... 

i 

9 

3 

13 

Mangham,  James  O.  Evans  . 

4 

21 

25** 

Mer  Rouge,  L.  Gray  Wilson  . 

5 

33 

2 

40** 

MONROE— 

First  Church,  G.  W.  Pomeroy  . 

12 

118 

130 

Gordon  Avenue,  W.  M.  Allen  . 

15 

16 

i 

32 

Memorial,  W.  Ralph  Cain  . 

18 

73 

91** 

Southside,  Lea  Joyner  . 

32 

34 

i 

67** 

St.  Paul,  B.  R.  Oliphint  . 

5 

9 

14 

Stone  Avenue,  J.  J.  Davis  . 

3 

24 

i 

28 

Newellton,  James  M.  Poole  . 

5 

6 

11 

Oak  Grove,  E.  L.  Tatum  . 

4 

18 

22 

Oak  Ridge,  W.  L.  Baker  . 

4 

18 

22** 

Rayville,  W.  D.  Boddie  . 

29 

41 

i 

71*. 

Sicily  Island,  Fred  Mead  . 

3 

24 

1 

28** 

Sterlington-Fairbanks,  T.  T.  Howes 

1 

22 

23 

St.  Joseph-Wesley,  Theron  McKisson 

9 

20 

1 

30*2 

Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine  . 

3 

12 

15 

Waterproof,  S.  E.  Sterrett  . 

2 

13 

15 

WEST  MONROE— 

Brownsville,  B.  P.  Durbin  . 

6 

21 

27** 

Claiborne,  T.  A.  Brown  . 

5 

13 

i 

19 

McGuire,  Don  Wineinger  . 

15 

18 

1 

34 

Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson  . 

16 

135 

151*3 

Wisner,  A.  W.  Coody  . 

5 

24 

2 

31** 

TOTALS  .  311  1086  41  1438 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Quota  1616 


Covington,  Robert  C.  Carter  . 

14 

32 

46** 

Lacombe-St.  Tammy,  N.  D.  Pearce 

4 

5 

1 

10 

Lutcher-Reserve,  Frank  Lankford  .... 
NEW  ORLEANS— 

5 

7 

12*  • 

Algiers,  John  T.  Redmon  . 

Carrollton  Avenue, 

13 

13 

1 

27 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr . 

21 

59 

1 

81 

Castle  Manor,  Robert  L.  Potter  ... 

14 

10 

1 

25*4 

Elysian  Fields,  J.  E.  Christie  . 

23 

20 

2 

45 

First  Church,  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert 

40 

93 

5 

138** 

Gentilly,  E.  P.  Drake  . 

67 

43 

1 

111** 

Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  . 

9 

9 

3 

21 

Jefferson,  A.  A.  Collins  . 

3 

12 

15 

Kenner,  Marvin  H.  Corley  . 

8 

6 

5 

19 

John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux  . 

1 

14 

1 

16*  • 

Lake  Vista,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr . 

14 

18 

32 

Lesseigne,  C.  D.  Pinkard  . 

10 

15 

25*5 

Luling,  T.  O.  Crosby,  Jr . 

12 

14 

26*2 

Metairie,  Minns  S.  Robertson  . 

Munholland  Memorial, 

4 

16 

i 

21* 

Edward  Harris  . . 

8 

15 

3 

26 

Napoleon  Avenue,  Don  W.  Alverson 

7 

34 

41 

Parker  Memorial,  E.  J.  Barksdale 

23 

39 

62»* 

Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex 

2 

2 

St.  Bernard,  Lael  S.  Jones  . 

9 

5 

M 

St.  Claude  Heights,  Robert  Galatas 

5 

8 

13** 

St.  James,  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr .  3 

(Continued,  on  page  5) 

5 

8* 
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February  15-21,  22-27 

Christian  Citizenship  Seminar  of  MSM 
And  UN  Seminar  of  MYF  To  Have  Over  100 

NASHVILLE.  TENN.  (MI) — More  than  100  Methodist  college  students 
and  youth,  in  two  separate  groups,  are  expected  to  visit  New  York  City  and 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  February  to  gain  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  pro¬ 
cesses  of  international  cooperation  and  national  government. 

The  college  students  will  participate  in  the  annual  Christian  Citizen¬ 
ship  Seminar  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement,  February  15-21.  The 
youth  will  take  part  in  the  annual  United  Nations-Washington  Seminar  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  February  22-27.  More  than  50  persons 
will  be  in  each  group. 

Cooperating  with  the  MSM  in  sponsoring  the  student  seminar  are  the 
Methodist  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service,  the  Methodist  boards  of 

education,  temperance,  and  world  - 

peace,  and  the  Department  of  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 


WITH  THE  SUB- 


Camping  Trip  Is 
Offered  As  Prize 
In  Poster  Contest 

A  week  in  summer  camp  is  being 
offered  as  a  prize  for  the  best  pos¬ 
ter  about  the  New  Orleans  District 
Easter  Sunrise  Service  and  Resur¬ 
rection  Pageant.  The  Sunrise  Serv¬ 
ices  will  be  held  from  6:30  a.m.  to 
7:30  a.m.  on  Sunday,  March  29  at 
City  Park  in  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Henry  Rickey,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  will  be  the  speaker. 

Each  M.Y.F.  group  of  the  Delta 
Sub-district  is  to  submit  two  pos¬ 
ters  to  the  sub-district  meeting  on 
February  17  for  judging.  Any 
Methodist  youth  from  12  to  18  years 
of  age  can  enter  the  contest.  A 
group  may  work  on  a  poster,  also, 
and  pick  one  young  person  to  go 
to  camp  from  the  group. 

Central  Church  of 
Fayetteville  Has 
New  Officers 

The  Senior  Department  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  has  elected  new  officers  for 
the  January  to  June  period  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President,  Diana  Deatherage; 
Vice-president,  Marsha  Wilson;  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary,  Nancy  Gordon; 
Treasurer,  Eddie  Adair;  Publicity, 
Gerry  Deskin;  UCYM  Representa¬ 
tives,  Charles  L.  Johnson,  Anne 
Poynor,  and  Coy  Kay  lor,  Jr.;  Citi¬ 
zenship,  Nancy  Miller;  Faith,  John 
Slaven;  Fellowship,  Harrison  But¬ 
ler;  Outreach,  Chad  Wilson;  Wit¬ 
ness,  Karen  Russell;  Historian,  Re¬ 
gina  Rushing. 

Adult  Advisors  for  the  Program 
Areas  are  Citizenship,  Dr.  James 
Patrick;  Faith,  Mrs.  Ernest  Stand- 
ley;  Fellowship,  Mrs.  Carrie  Buck- 
ley;  Outreach,  Mrs.  Wayne  White; 
and  Witness,  Mrs.  Clarence  Young. 


MYF  Senior  Reading 
Book  for  1959 

“We  feel  that  this  will  be  one  of 
the  most  exciting  reading  projects 
we  have  had  for  some  years,”  says 
Rev.  Glenn  Mingledorff  about  the 
1959  Senior  Reading  Book  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  And 
it  should  be  exciting!  The  book, 
Choose  Life,  was  written  by  Dr. 
Robert  R.  Powell,  one  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  best  in  the*  field  of  Christian 
education.  He  is  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  of  American  Univer¬ 
sity,  Washington,  D.  C.  Among  the 
courses  he  teaches  are  one  in  youth 
leadership  and  one  in  group  dy¬ 
namics. 

Choose  Life  doesn’t  hand  out 
“pat”  answers;  it  gives  the  reader 
general  guidance  that  will  help  him 
find  his  own  answers  in  a  Christian 
frame  of  reference,  the  flyer  states. 
The  flyer  also  gives  ideas  for  use 
and  promotion.  It  makes  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  quantities  of  the  book 
may  be  ordered  on  consignment 
and  made  available  in  strategic  and 
easily  accessible  places,  such  as  the 
church  foyer,  MYF  meeting  rooms, 
and  the  public  library  if  possible. 
Order  flyers  (2486-B)  free  from  the 
Service  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  The  Methodist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  Mingledorff,  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  staff  of  the  Youth  Depart- 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


On  Becoming  of  Age 

A  young  friend  of  mine  recently 
celebrated  the  twenty-first  anniver¬ 
sary  of  her  arrival  in  the  world.  I 
well  remember  the  October  day 
when  her  proud  parsonage  parents 
shared  with  their  friends  the  news 
of  the  birth  of  their  second  daugh¬ 
ter.  Through  the  years  I  have 
watched  her  grow  up  into  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  charming  young  lady, 
gifted  and  talented  in  the  arts. 
Three  parsonage  homes  and  an 
episcopal  residence  occupied  by  her 
family,  along  with  college  years  on 
two  Methodist  campuses  have  been 
the  environment  for  developing  a 
uniquely  sensitive  spiritual  insight. 

On  the  day  before  her  recent 
birthday,  Gretchen  Frank,  now  a 
senior  at  DePauw  University,  wrote 
down  her  “Thoughts  On  Becoming 
Twenty-One  Years  of  Age.”  Be¬ 
cause  of  its  timeliness  for  teen-agers 
who  anticipate  this  event  in  their 
lives,  I  sought  permission  to  share 
it  here  with  young  and  old  readers 
alike.  While  it  is  warmly  personal, 
it  speaks  a  universal  language  of 
devotion  and  prayer.  As  you  read 
it,  note  how  she  speaks  out  of  your 
experience  as  well  as  her  own!  Here 
is  what  Gretchen  wrote: 

“Tomorrow  is  the  long  awaited 
day — the  day  I  become  21  years  of 
age.  What  a  terrifying  thought  as 
suddenly  I  remember  that  this  day 
must  end  my  childhood  and  my 
youth,  and  mark  the  beginning  of 
becoming  a  woman — a  woman  who 
must  take  her  place  in  our  society, 
in  our  frustrating  world,  and  share 
the  responsibility  for  the  future  of 
our  civilization. 

“No  longer  can  I  become  depend¬ 
ent  on  my  parents  or  my  home  for 
the  warmth,  the  love,  and  security 
found  there.  I  must  now  find  these 
for  myself. 

“Oh,  God  let  me  saek  and  find  a 
secure  foundation  for  my  life.  I 
need  to  discover  my  purpose  for 
life  and  what  I  can  do  that  will  use 
all  my  capabilities  and  talents  to 
their  fullest  capacity  in  bringing 
light  and  happiness  to  the  most  peo¬ 
ple. 

“Most  of  all,  dear  God,  I  need 
serenity  to  calm  my  fears,  and  faith 
to  walk  with  a  sure  and  steady  step 
along  my  path  of  life.  The  way 
will  not  be  easy  and  many  times  I 
will  falter.  So  I  ask  for  peace  of 
mind  that  I  may  disentangle  myself 
from  the  pettiness  of  this  world  and 
be  a  guide  for  those  whose  step  is 
unsure. 

“Yes,  tomorrow  a  whole  new  life 
will  be  opened  to  me.  Help  me 
God  to  make  the  most  of  it,  to  live 
to  the  fullest  extent,  to  be  helpful, 
kind,  thoughtful,  and  sincere  in  all 
that  I  may  do.  In  all  may  I  serve 
Thee  and  please  Thee. 

“Now  you  may  come  —  year  of 
twenty-one.  I  am  ready!” 


ment  of  the  General  Board’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church,  states 
that  newspaper  mats  will  be  avail¬ 
able  again  this  year.  They  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  in  65-line  screen  for  rough 
paper  and  100-line  screen  for  smooth 
finish.  Please  indicate  which  you 
prefer  in  ordering. 


The  MYF  seminar  is  sponsored 
by  the  Methodist  boards  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  world  peace  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  boards  of  missions  and 
temperance. 

Advisors  for  the  student  seminar 
will  be  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Singleton  and 
Miss  Dorothy  A.  Nyland,  both  of 
New  York  City,  staff  members  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Advisors  for  the  MYF  seminar 
will  be  Miss  May  L.  Titus,  Nash¬ 
ville,  a  staff  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education,  and  Her¬ 
man  Will,  Jr.,  Chicago,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
World  Peace. 

Some  of  the  high  lights  tenative- 
ly  scheduled  for  the  New  York 
phase  of  the  MYF  seminar  are  ves¬ 
pers  at  Christ  Church,  Methodist, 
attending  United  Nations  commit¬ 
tees  and  councils,  briefing  by  UN 
personnel,  and  visiting  headquarters 
of  Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  In 
Washington,  the  youth  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  have  interviews  with  sena¬ 
tors  and  representatives,  worship  at 
the  Lincoln  Memorial,  and  visit  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  State,  an  em¬ 
bassy,  sessions  of  Senate  and  House, 
congressional  committee  hearings, 
the  Methodist  Building,  American 
University,  and  Mount  Vernon 
Place  Methodist  Church. 

A  somewhat  similar  schedule  is 
expected  to  be  followed  by  the  stu¬ 
dent  seminar. 


Christian  Adventure 
Week  Packet  Available 

A  packet  which  covers  thorough¬ 
ly  the  planning  for  Christian  Ad¬ 
venture  Week,  1959,  is  available  for 
workers  with  intermediates.  The 
packet  was  prepared  by  Rene  F. 
Pino  of  the  Youth  Department,  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education. 

Real  learning  can  take  place  dur¬ 
ing  planning  time,  as  the  introduc¬ 
tory  leaflet  of  the  packet  points  out. 
Intermediates  and  their  adult  lead¬ 
ers  can  together  be  a  part  of  a  co¬ 
operative  planning  procedure. 

The  theme  is  “Junior  Highs  and 
Their  MYF”;  however,  the  packet 
materials  provide  suggestions  and 
resource  listings  for  a  wide  selec¬ 
tion  of  themes.  There  are  sugges¬ 
tion  sheets  concerned  with  worship, 
settings  for  worship,  music,  and 
recreation.  “Toward  a  Philosophy 
of  Recreation  for  Workers  with  In¬ 
termediates”  is  the  title  of  one  of 
the  leaflets.  Publicity  pointers  are 
given  in  another.  There  are  even 
some  recipes  for  cook-out  dishes 
with  names  that  will  catch  the 
imagination  of  Junior  Highs.  A 
chart  for  planning  and  worksheet 
for  developing  Sunday  evening  pro¬ 
grams  are  included. 

The  packet  is  available  free  from 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Laieas 

The  La  teas  Sub-district  met  Jan¬ 
uary  11  at  Houma  Heights  Church 
There  were  seven  churches  repre¬ 
sented;  Houma  Heights,  Houma  First 
Church,  Dulac,  Thibodaux,  Bayou 
Blue,  Lockport  and  Raceland.  Mem¬ 
bers  present  numbered  79. 

Houma  Heights  members  present¬ 
ed  the  program,  which  carried  out 
the  theme  “Ways  of  Christianity.” 
After  the  program,  Donald  Farley, 
president,  took  charge  and  held  a 
brief  business  meeting.  Then,  Thi¬ 
bodaux  members  entertained  with 
games  out  in  the  church  yard.  Re¬ 
freshments  were  served  after  the 
games. 

Next  meeting  of  the  sub-district 
will  be  February  8  at  Lockport. 
Joan  Peace  is  the  reporter. 


Grace-Curiis 

The  Grace-Curtis  Sub-district  met 
on  Monday  night  January  12  at  the 
Beech  Grove  Methodist  Church. 

Recreation  preceded  the  program, 
which  was  a  talk  on  the  United 
Nations.  Afterwards  refreshments 
were  served  in  the  church  base¬ 
ment.  Margaret  Clark  is  publicity 
chairman. 


Polk  County 

Saturday  night  January  10  the 
annual  Polk  County  Sub-district 
banquet  was  held  at  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Mena,  Ark.  The  ban¬ 
quet  is  held  every  year  to  honor 
those  having  a  perfect  attendance 
at  sub-district  meetings. 

Each  church  brought  its  own  food 
The  menu  was  fried  chicken,  green 
beans,  potato  salad,  rolls,  cake. 
Drinks  were  furnished  by  the  sub¬ 
district. 

The  tables  were  beautifully  deco¬ 
rated  in  the  M.Y.F.  colors  of  blue 
and  gold. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Golden  was  master 
of  ceremonies.  Jerry  Rodgers,  sub¬ 
district  president,  welcomed  all  the 
members  and  guests.  Rev.  Mr. 
Golden  spoke  on  “Dare  to  be  Some¬ 
body.” 

Those  presented  with  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  pins  were,  four  years, 
Jerry  Rodgers,  Mena  First  Church; 
three  years,  Tom  Baldwin,  Hatfield, 
and  Bobby  Crane,  Mt.  View;  two 
years,  Ann  Lance,  Mt.  View,  and 
Bobby  Gene  Lane,  Hatfield;  one 
year,  Barbara  Ferguison,  Mt.  View, 
Rachel  Blake,  Hatfield,  T.  A.  Thom¬ 
as,  Cove,  and  Flora  Lee,  Mena  First 
Church,  who  is  reporter. 


the  Youth  Department,  P.  O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 
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Louisiana  Women  To  Hear  Division  President  March  4,  5,  and  6,  At  Baton  Rouge 


MRS.  GLENN  E.  LASKEY 


The  Louisiana  Conference  is  fortunate  to 
have  as  a  guest  speaker  for  its  Annual  Meeting, 
March  4,  5,  6,  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Board  of  Missions. 

Mrs.  Tillman,  who  lives  at  Palmetto  Farm, 
Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  has  her  B.S.  degree  from. 


Peabody  College  and  her  Master’s  Degree  from 
New  York  University.  She  taught  in  Davidson 
County  Schools,  Tenn.,  for  three  years  and  at 
the  Wyman  Demonstration  School  in  St.  Louis 
for  two  years  before  serving  as  Director  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  at  Laura  Haygood  Normal, 
Soochow,  China.  Many  will  remember  her  as 
the  “Birthday  Dollar”  missionary  supported  by 
members  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of 
Tennessee  Conference,  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

For  seven  years  Mrs.  Tillman  was  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  and  its 
successor,  the  Board,  of  Christian  Education,  al¬ 
so  as  Associate  Secretary  of  Department  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education. 

Mrs.  Tillman  assisted  her  husband  in  the 
hotel  business  until  his  death  in  1946.  Since  his 
death  she  has  given  most  of  her  time  as  a  lay 
worker  in  the  church.  Her  membership  is  in 
Farmington  Church,  Berlin  Circuit,  Columbia 
District,  Tennessee  Conference,  a  4-point  Cir¬ 
cuit. 

A  former  President  of  the  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
Mrs.  Tillman  is  now  serving  in  many  connections 
as  a  valuable  member  of  the  Trustees  of  Scarritt 
College,  Bennett  College,  National  College;  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  United  Church  Women; 
the  American  Committee  and  World  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council;  the 
National  Council  of  Churches;  and  a  member 
of  the  Nashville  Branch,  American  Association 
of  University  Women. 

Mrs.  Tillman  will  speak  at  the  Wednesday 
evening  session,  March  4,  with  her  subject  being 
“Telling  the  Tidings  Today.” 

Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  Ruston,  will  speak 
both  at  the  Woman’s  Conference  and  at  the 
Guild  Week-end.  Mrs.  Laskey  will  speak  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  at  the  dinner  honoring  District  Of¬ 
ficers,  with  Mrs.  R.  O.  Coorpender,  Baton  Rouge, 
presiding.  On  Sunday  morning,  Mrs.  Laskey  will 
address  the  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  at  a  session  “Immortal  Tidings — To  Keep 


MRS.  J.  FOUNT  TILLMAN 


and  to  Give”  with  Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips,  presiding. 

The  theme  for  both  meetings  will  be  “Im¬ 
mortal  Tidings  in  Mortal  Hands.” 

Mrs.  Laskey  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  is  a  former 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  for¬ 
mer  recording  secretary  of  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 


WOMEN 

IN  THE  CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

The  mountains  of  Korea  will  re¬ 
place  New  Hampshire’s  White 
Mountains  this  spring  in  the  climb¬ 
ing  plans  of  Dr.  Jannette  E.  New- 
hall,  of  Newton  Center,  Mass.,  li¬ 
brarian  and  associate  professor  of 
research  methods  at  Boston  Uni- 
servity’s  School  of  Theology.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Newhall  will  spend  three 
months,  starting  in  April,  teaching 
at  Ewha  Woman’s  University  in 
Seoul  while  on  a  sabbatical  leave 
from  Boston  University.  A  native  of 
Chester,  N.  H.,  she  has  been  climb¬ 
ing  mountains  as  a  hobby  for  nearly 
20  years.  Most  of  her  climbing  has 
been  done  in  the  White  Mountains. 


Miss  Ruth  Herrman,  a  23-year-old 
senior  in  the  School  of  Nursing  of 
Deaconess  Hospital,  Spokane,  Wash., 
has  been  chosen  “Miss  Methodist 
Student  Nurse”  for  1959.  Announce¬ 
ment  of  the  honor  was  made  by  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes  in 
Chicago.  Miss  Herrman  was  picked 
from  a  field  of  32  candidates,  all  of 
them  seniors  in  the  upper  third  of 
their  classes  in  Methodist  hospital 
schools  of  nursing  throughout  the 
United  States.  Each  candidate  was 
required  to  submit  a  200-word  state¬ 


ment  on  “Why  I  Chose  the  Nursing 
Profession”  and  was  judged  on  the 
basis  of  personality,  attractiveness, 
and  professional  interest. 


Dr.  Roxy  Lefforge,  a  retired  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service,  Methodist  Church 
has  been  honored  with  the  “Dis¬ 
tinguished  Alumni  Service  Award” 
from  Indiana  Teachers’  College  at 
Terre  Haute.  Dr.  Lefforge,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Class  1913  of  Indiana  Teach¬ 
ers’  College  was  formerly  the  execu¬ 
tive  dean  of  the  Philippine  Christian 
Colleges  and  later  the  president  of 
Philippine  Wesleyan  College  in 
Nueva  Ecija. 


United  Church  Women  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  meeting  in  its  recent  annual 
mission  institute,  issued  a  statement 
to  the  press,  declaring  (we)  “are 
concerned  and  troubled  about  a 
workable  solution  to  the  crisis  in 
our  public  schools  ...  So  many  of 
our  leaders  advocate  a  course  which 
will  inevitably  result  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  our  public  school  system.  We 
believe  that  the  public  school  issue 
should  be  solved  on  our  knees  with 
our  Christian  principles  as  our  guide 
.  .  .  The  calm  voices  of  leaders  like 
Ralph  McGill — voices  undistorted  by 
emotion — can  show  us  the  way  to 
save  ourselves  from  the  suicide  of 
doing  away  with  public  education.” 


Jefferson  Society 
Organized 

The  organizational  meeting  of  the 
Jefferson  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  Baton  Rouge  District, 
•was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Kirkpatrick  on  January  20,  1959,  at 
7:30  p.m.  Sixteen  members  of  the 
Jefferson  Methodist  Church  were 
present.  Four  district  officers  were 
present  for  the  organization. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Hill  was  elected 
president;  Mrs.  Leland  V.  Page, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Lewis  C.  Pet¬ 
ers,  recording  secretary,  and  Mrs.  M. 
L.  McCullough,  treasurer. 

The  group  decided  to  hold  its 
meetings  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Mon¬ 
day  nights  of  each  month. 

Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


Industrialist  Gives  Organ 

Stetler  Lutheran  Church,  Miamis- 
burg,  Ohio,  is  the  latest  church  to 
receive  an  organ  donated  by  the 
Cleveland  industrialist,  Claud  Fos¬ 
ter,  age  86.  He  has  supplied  700 
rural  churches  with  organs.  Mr. 
Foster  says:  “Since  1910  I’ve  trav¬ 
eled  through  the  south  by  auto. 
When  I  come  to  a  church  on  Sunday 
morning,  I  stop  and  go  in.  Maybe 
it’s  a  small  church.  When  the  people 
get  up  after  hearing  a  good  sermon 
and  try  to  sing  to  the  good  Lord  with 
an  old  out-of-tune  piano  it  grates 
on  me.” 


Park  Ave.  Society 
Entertains  Guild 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Park  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  enter¬ 
tained  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
with  a  Birthday  dinner  and  cake, 
January  16,  1959  at  6:30  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall.  Mrs.  B.  E.  Noble,  presi¬ 
dent,  honored  the  Guild’s  birthday 
with  a  short  speech  and  presented 
them  with  a  beautifully  decorated 
cake  with  the  Guild  emblem  and 
colors. 

Miss  Mildred  Kee,  president  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  accepted 
the  cake  on  behalf  of  the  Guild  with 
thanks  and  appreciation.  Miss  Kee 
also  at  this  time  presented  her  of¬ 
ficers  to  their  Mother  Society. 

After  the  dinner  45  members  and 
2  guests  enjoyed  a  social  hour  with 
Mrs.  Ted  Gates  in  charge. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  the  Mam¬ 
moth  Spring  Methodist  Church  met 
on  Thursday,  January  15  at  2:00  p.m. 
in  the  home  of  Mrs.  F.  M.  Daniels, 
Jr.  Seven  members  were  present. 

Mrs.  Daniels  gave  the  devotional. 
The  lesson,  “Revitalized  Religious” 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson, 
Mrs.  Wood,  Mrs.  Culver  and  Mrs. 
Lakey. 

The  February  meeting  will  be 
held  with  Mrs.  E.  E.  Sterling. 
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Personal  Impressions  of  the 

Mission  Board  Meeting 

Ey  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 


In  a  meeting  characterized  by  sustained  in¬ 
terest  from  the  opening  hymn  to  the  closing 
benediction,  the  most  touching  moment,  to  my 
mind,  came 'in  the  Service  of  Commemoration  of 
the  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  held  recently  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  longtime  friend 
and  associate  of  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward,  was 
reading  from  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendents  in  Hong  Kong,  who  was 
describing  the  last  days  in  the  life  of  one  of  the 
Church’s  greatest  missionaries.  Bishop  Ward  had 
been  unable  to  preside  over  the  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  because  of  his  critical  illness, 
and  three  young  men  had  been  brought  to  his 
bedside  for  ordination. 

As  he  lay  there,  his  wife  helped  him  with 
the  recital  of  the  historic  ritual  of  the  Church. 
One  by  one  he  ordained  each  of  the  three  men  a 
Deacon  in  the  Church  of  God.  Then  drawing  him¬ 
self  up  in  the  bed,  with  a  sweeping  gesture  he 
said,  “Go,  and  preach  the  Gospel!” 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  of  the  Board’s 
meeting,  “Mission  and  Witness”,  Bishop  Ward’s 
injunction  became  a  challenge  to  each  person 
present  in  the  Inn  at  Buck  Hill  Falls  that  will 
be  remembered  longer  than  the  stimulating  re¬ 
ports  presented  in  the  crowded  sessions. 

Even  though  one  attends  frequently  the  An¬ 
nual  Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  amazed  at  the  presentation  in  such 
a  brief  period  of  time  of  the  program  of  outreach 
of  the  Church.  The  expenditure  of  twenty-seven 
million  dollars  in  a  single  year  for  Missions  alone 
is  a  magnificent  undertaking.  But  more  signifi¬ 
cant  is  that  which  the  expenditure  represents — 
the  work  of  capable  and  consecrated  men  and 
women  across  the  world  through  healing,  edu¬ 
cational,  evangelistic  and  other  agencies  lifting 
the  banner  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  disturbed  world. 

It  is  heartening  to  see  the  persons  who  con¬ 
stitute  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  tremendous 
enterprise.  They  include  such  a  man  as  Truman 
W.  Collins  of  Portland,  Oregon,  whose  grand¬ 
father  gave  a  vast  estate,  now  valued  at  eight 
million  dollars,  the  income  from  which  covers 
the  pension  obligations  of  our  missionaries.  This 
prominent  layman,  who  is  carrying  on  scientific 
tree  farming,  considers  the  membership  he  holds 
on  the  Board  as  his  most  serious  responsibility. 
He  and  his  wife  were  present  for  each  session, 
giving  their  rich  talents  to  the  missionary  enter¬ 
prise. 

But  they  are  representative  of  other  Lay 
Men  and  Women,  Bishops,  Pastors,  Executive 
Secretaries,  Staff  Members,  Missionaries  on  fur¬ 
lough,  to  say  nothing  of  73  attractive  and  capable 
young  persons  who  were  commissioned  on  the 
closing  evening  of  the  meeting.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  a  more  select  company  of  devoted  Chris¬ 
tians.  Seventeen  of  them  were  present  from 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 

As  report  after  report  was  made  and  leader 
after  leader  was  heard,  I  said  to  myself:  “This 
Church  of  ours  is  fortunate  to  have  in  such  a 
difficult  period  of  history  leaders  of  imagination, 
intelligence,  and  courage  to  guide  our  missionary 
activities.”  The  newspapers  were  relating  the 
graphic  details  of  the  revolution  in  Cuba.  We 
had  learned  of  turmoil  in  the  Church  in  Mexico. 
Trouble  spots  seemed  to  develop  somewhere  in 
the  world  each  day;  but  although  no  one  felt 
he  had  the  answer,  we  were  convinced  in  Christ 
there  was  an  answer.  Dr.  Eugene  Smith  dramat¬ 
ically  illustrated  the  tense  world  situations  by 
saying  the  responsibility  cannot  be  glibly  out¬ 
lined  by  saying,  “Feed  my  lambs.”  As  people 
in  backward  countries  have  been  awakened  by 
a  revolution,  the  citizens  of  under-developed 
economies  are  stretching  their  muscles  and  look¬ 
ing  at  us  in  another  way.  Instead  of  sheep,  Dr. 
Smith  called  them  “angry  giants”,  and  shep¬ 
herding  angry  giants  is  not  as  simple  as  shep¬ 
herding  lambs. 

The  appearance  of  Lester  Griffith  revealed 
a  man  who  has  been  dealing  with  “angry  giants”. 
His  message  brought  to  a  close  a  never-to-be- 
forgotten  morning  of  tjie  meeting. 

The  capture  of  Methodist  Missionary  The 
Rev.  Lester  E.  Griffith,  Jr.,  by  Algerian  rebels 


on  August  18,  1958,  became  a  matter  of  concern 
to  people  around  the  world.  His  car  was  found 
burned  on  a  lonely  road,  and  for  days  no  trace 
of  him  could  be  found. 

The  story  he  told  of  the  events  that  trans¬ 
pired  during  the  41  days  he  was  a  captive  of 
those  rebels  sounded  like  a  modern  chapter  of 
the  Book  of  Acts.  For  the  first  few  days,  until 
he  won  the  confidence  of  his  captors,  he  was  on 
a  leash,  like  a  dog,  tied  to  one  of  the  rebels.  That, 
however,  proved  to  be  a  blessing,  for  one  night 
while  the  forces  were  on  the  march,  climbing  a 
mountain,  in  the  darkness  he  slipped  and  fell 
and  would  have  been  killed  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rope.  His  bond  was  his  freedom. 

The  witness  he  gave  during  his  captivity  won 
him  friends.  He  had  with  ^iim  a  few  copies  of 
the  Book  of  John.  One  day  they  were  being 
bombed  by  the  French  planes.  He  threw  himself 
to  the  ground,  and  when  the  bombardment  had 
concluded  he  looked  around  and  saw  one  of  his 
captors  under  the  shelter  of  a  rock,  reading  one 
of  the  copies  of  the  Gospel  of  John. 

When  Lester  told  of  his  release  on  his  birth¬ 
day,  which  was  also  Conference  Sunday,  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  and  his  entry  into  the  Conference  hall  as 
Bishop  Sigg  was  reading  the  appointments,  and 
described  the  joyous  greetings  of  his  wife  and 
his  friends,  followed  by  the  singing  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  Praise  to  God,  those  of  us  who  were 
privileged  to  hear  him  sensed  again  the  divine 
power  of  our  Lord.  One  statement  this  modest 
but  heroic  character  made  stands  out  above  them 
all.  Each  day  during  his  captivity  he  said  to 
himself,  “Each  step  will  be  with  God  and  one 
step  nearer  my  family.” 


Editor's  Note:  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
attended  the  recent  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church 
when  it  held  its  annual  session  at  Buck 
Hill  Falls.  Pa.,  January  20-23.  Bishop 
Martin  represents  the  Central  Commission 
on  World  Service  and  Finance  at  the  board 
meeting.  Bishop  Martin  is  vice-chairman 
of  the  World  Service  Commission. 


Lester  Griffith  was  at  the  moment  the  most 
famous  of  the  missionaries  on  furlough  at  Buck 
Hill  Falls,  but  he  was  surrounded  by  men  and 
women  who  have  also  witnessed  for  our  Lord. 
What  a  joy  it  is  to  see  great  souls  whom  you  have 
known  in  the  visitations  to  our  mission  fields.  I 
could  name  many  of  them,  but  will  speak  only 
of  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Seamonds.  We  were 
with  them  in  Bidar,  India,  and  it  was  through 
David  that  we  were  taken  to  a  village  where  I 
was  given  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  I  will 
ever  experience,  that  of  baptizing  an  entire  vil¬ 
lage.  Few  men  have  ever  had  such  a  thrilling 
opportunity. 

They  told  me  that  their  little  son  had  re¬ 
cently  had  another  operation  to  repair  an  injured 
limb — the  last  of  eight  surgical  experiences,  the 
first  of  which  came  soon  after  we  left  them  in 
India.  They  feel  he  will  now  be  completely  well. 
We  have  never  known  greater  missionaries. 

The  introduction  given  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Williams 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Missionary  Personnel 
of  the  men  and  women  to  be  commissioned  pro¬ 
vides  one  of  the  most  thrilling  hours  in  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board.  This  remarkable  man,  without 
notes,  presents  these  candidates  one  by  one,  tell¬ 
ing  their  names,  where  they  are  from,  the  schools 
which  they  attended,  the  fields  to  which  they 
are  going,  and  any  other  items  of  interest.  When 
he  has  concluded  you  feel  as  if  you  knew  each 
of  them. 

It  is  a  refreshing  experience  to  spend  a  week 
with  these  wonderful  young  people.  You  sit  by 
them  in  meetings,  you  eat  with  them  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room,  you  meet  them  in  the  halls.  Nowhere 
else  could  you  find  such  an  attractive  company. 
Of  the  73  persons  commissioned,  seven  came 
from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area. 

One  feels,  as  he  mingles  with  them,  a  high 
sense  of  gratitude  for  them,  but  also  a  sense  of 
sadness  that  the  group  is  not  a  larger  one.  Ten 
million  Methodists  must  enlist  a  larger  company 


if  we  are  to  fulfill  our  stewardship  responsibility. 

The  World  Outlook  has  performed  a  signifi¬ 
cant  service  to  our  Church  in  awarding  a  citation 
to  the  Methodist  of  the  Year.  This  award  is  made 
during  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

The  recipient  of  this  year’s  award  was  Dr. 
E.  Stanley  Jones.  As  he  is  engaged  in  an  evange¬ 
listic  mission  to  Japan,  he  could  not  be  present 
to  receive  it,  but  was  represented  by  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  James  K.  Matthews,  the  wife  of  the 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the  Division  of 
World  Missions.  This  gifted  young  woman  read 
first  a  letter  written  by  her  father.  In  it  he  spoke 
of  the  fact  that  the  Church  had  freed  him  for 
fifty  years  for  travel  throughout  the  world 
though  he  remained  a  missionary  of  the  Board. 

Mrs.  Matthews  told  of  going  as  a  teenager 
with  her  father  on  his  travels.  She  delighted  her 
hearers  as  she  told  of  the  fear  that  she  enter¬ 
tained  that  her  father  could  not  cope  with  the 
brilliant  Indians  and  of  the  great  satisfaction 
that  came  to  her  as  she  witnessed  the  reception 
accorded  him.  She  reminded  us  that  two  things 
were  dominant  in  his  life — the  belief  in  the  warm 
heart  and  the  world  parish. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays,  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
hews  was  with  her  father  at  a  dinner  attended  by 
editors  of  the  magazine  with  the  largest  circu¬ 
lation  in  the  world.  He  spoke  to  these  men,  as 
he  does  to  groups  in  Japan  and  India,  of  the 
Christ  of  Every  Road;  and  they  responded  as  do 
people  in  those  distant  places. 

The  reports  given  and  the  persons  presented 
by  the  Division  of  National  Missions  were  no  less 
interesting  than  those  of  World  Missions.  As  its 
executive  said,  it  embraces  a  field  so  vast,  so 
complicated,  and  so  changing  from  day  to  day 
that  it  demands  all  our  resources,  devotion  and 
intelligence.  Its  presentations  included  Indians 
from  Oklahoma  in  colorful  costumes  singing  na¬ 
tive  hymns  with  haunting  melodies,  to  the  first 
President  of  Alaska  Methodist  University,  Don 
Ebright,  who  reveals  the  enthusiasm  for  his  new 
task  that  he  demonstrated  as  a  missionary  in 
India.  From  the  work  in  town  and  country  to 
the  program  needs  of  the  city,  with  a  new  ex¬ 
pression,  “inner  city  projects”,  revealing  the 
never-ending  changes  faced  by  a  Church  alert 
to  its  task,  there  is  a  recognition  of  the  specific 
mission  of  the  Church  within  the  United  States 
and  its  territories.  A  quotation  from  the  address 
of  Bishop  Herbert  Welch,  the  beloved  senior 
Bishop  of  our  Church,  at  a  recent  staff  convo¬ 
cation  blasted  any  complacency  that  might  be 
held  today.  Bishop  Welch  said  that  “while  most 
of  the  world  has  now  heard  the  Gospel,  most  of 
the  world  has  not  accepted  it,  and  the  conviction 
is  taking  shape  that  the  non-Christian  world  will 
not  accept  our  faith  until  we  can  show  a  better 
brand  of  Christian  and  a  nation  more  clearly 
and  completely  moved  by  Christian  ideals  and 
practices.” 

There  have  been  times  when  I  have  won¬ 
dered  if  there  would  not  be  considerable  advan¬ 
tage  in  holding  the  meetings  of  this  great  Board 
in  different  sections  of  the  country  from  year  to 
year,  that  more  of  our  people  might  sense  its 
significance  and  importance.  But  as  I  looked  out 
on  the  beautiful  view  of  the  snow-covered  Poco- 
no  Mountains  surrounding  The  Inn  and  noticed 
this  magnificent  hotel  contained  no  bars  or  cock¬ 
tail  lounges  and  that  tobacco  smoke  was  never 
seen  in  its  halls  or  public  rooms,  I  was  grateful 
for  our  Quaker  friends  for  providing  this  superb 
meeting  place.  Clear  heads  make  for  sound  judg¬ 
ments  for  all  people. 

I  am  surprised  at  myself;  I  started  out  to 
describe  the  meeting  of  a  great  Board.  I  have 
omitted  all  the  customary  details  given  in  such 
a  report.  I  have  spent  most  of  the  time  telling 
about  persons. 

But  perhaps  I  have  not  wandered  too  far 
astray  in  leaving  the  details  of  the  meeting  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls  to  someone  else.  The  compelling 
challenge  of  Missions  is  to  be  found  in  persons 
Our  people  will  give  for  a  time  to  World  Service 
and  Advance  Specials  in  some  measure  through 
a  sense  of  loyalty.  But  for  the  tremendous  sums 
that  must  be  poured  into  the  treasury  of  our 
great  Church — if  we  are  to  be  equal  to  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  God  has  given  us — loyalty  is  no1 
enough.  A  greater  incentive  must  be  provided 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Rev.  J.  Phil  Woodland  and  Rev.  Bill  Irving,  Jr.  hand  to  Rev.  Stone  W. 
Caraway  the  Register  of  members  of  the  newly  organized  Jefferson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Centenary 
College  News 


Jefferson  Church 
Of  Baton  Rouge 
Duly  Constituted 

Jefferson  Methodist  Church  was 
chosen  Sunday,  January  11,  1959, 
to  be  the  official  name  of  the  new 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  church  serv¬ 
ing  the  Jefferson  Highway  subdi¬ 
visions.  Rev.  Bill  Irving,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  Ingleside  Methodist  Church, 
and  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  pastor  of 
the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church, 
began  the  Fifth  of  October  holding 
I  Sunday  morning  services  alternate¬ 
ly  in  the  Jefferson  Terrace  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  for  the  new  congrega- 
I  tion.  They  also  did  visitation  and 
general  cultivation  for  the  church 
j  until  the  appointment  of  its  pastor. 

Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  was  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor  of  the  church  by 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  January  1, 
1959.  At  the  worship  hour  on  Jan- 
i  uary  11,  the  Charter  Membership 
was  closed  with  seventy-one  mem¬ 
bers.  Immediately  following  the 
hour  of  worship  the  Church  Confer¬ 
ence  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  D. 
W.  Poole,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent,  duly  constituted  the 
Jefferson  Methodist  Church.  Fol¬ 
lowing  that  action  Rev.  M.  Poole 
convened  the  First  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  Church  was  duly 
organized. 

Those  elected  by  the  Quarterly 
Conference  to  hold  offices  for  this 
conference  year  were:  G.  W.  Hill, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board;  A. 
J.  Heitman,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board;  L.  C.  Peters,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Official  Board;  E.  K. 
Easterly,  treasurer;  G.  W.  Hill, 
church  school  superintendent;  Mrs. 
M.  W.  Kirkpatrick,  assistant  church 
school  superintendent;  A.  G.  Miley, 
chairman  Commission  on  Steward¬ 
ship  and  Finance;  A.  J.  Heitman, 
chairman  Commission  on  Missions; 
M.  W.  Kirkpatrick,  chairman  Com¬ 
mission  on  Membership  and  Evan¬ 
gelism;  and  W.  D.  Quinn,  chairman 
Commission  on  Education.  Other 
members  of  the  Official  Board  are: 
W.  C.  Ainsworth,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
E.  J.  Courtney,  M.  G.  Lusk,  Mrs. 
V  J.  Malcolm,  L  V.  Page,  R.  A. 
Riles,  E.  L.  Sewell,  C.  D.  Sing,  C.  D. 
Smith,  C.  S.  Staples,  E.  G.  Thom, 
R-  W.  Watson,  and  A.  T.  Westall. 

FEBRUARY  5, 1959 


Second  Program  of  “Talk 
Back”  Series  Sunday,  Feb.  8 

The  second  program  of  the  Talk 
Back  series  will  be  presented  over 
WWL-TV  Chanel  4,  New  Orleans, 
on  February  8,  at  2:00  p.  m. 

The  panel  for  this  program,  “The 
Secret-Guilt,”  will  be  Dr.  Garland 
Taylor,  Librarian  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity  as  moderator;  Rev.  Ralph 
Kimball  of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal 
Church;  Mrs.  W.  Spencer  Wren, 
Methodist  Minister’s  Wife;  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  French,  layman  at  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church. 


A  gift  of  $1,500  has  been  present¬ 
ed  to  Centenary  College  by  The 
Texas  Company  of  Houston,  Tex., 
under  its  aid-to-education  program. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  the  grant  in  aid 
was  awarded  for  the  1958-59  aca¬ 
demic  year  without  stipulation  as  to 
its  use.  He  said  the  college  has  add¬ 
ed  the  gift  to  its  fund  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  faculty  salaries,  which  have 
been  increased  considerably  in  re¬ 
cent  years. 

The  gift  was  sent  to  Dr.  Mickle 
under  signature  of  C.  B.  Barrett, 
senior  vice  president  of  The  Texas 
Company.  In  an  accompanying  let¬ 
ter,  Barrett  said  The  Texas  Com¬ 
pany  “has  been  pleased  to  include 
Centenary  College  among  the  pri¬ 
vately  financed  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  receiving  unrestricted 
grants-in-aid  under  our  Aid-To- 
Education  program.” 

T  e  x  a  c  o’  s  aid-to-education  pro¬ 
gram  includes,  in  addition  to  direct 
aid  to  privately  financed  schools, 
the  granting  of  175  scholarships  for 
young  men  at  67  educational  insti¬ 
tutions. 

Dr.  Mickle  expressed  the  thanks 
of  the  college  to  the  company  for  its 
contribution. 


Dr.  E.  M.  Clark,  head  of  the 
Centenary  College  department  of 
English,  is  the  author  of  an  article 
appearing  in  the  current  issue  of 
The  Journal  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Medical  Society.  The  paper,  first 
presented  at  a  meeting  of  the  state 
group  in  Shreveport  last  May,  is 
entitled,  “Of  Imagination  All  Com¬ 
pact”  and  deals  with  the.  fact  that 
writers  and  psychiatrists  are  tend- 


Retired  Minister’s 
Homes  Receives 
$5,000  Gift 

Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Board 
Inc.,  Louisiana  Conference,  an¬ 
nounces  that  the  second  payment  of 
$5,000.00  was  recently  received  from 
Miss  Rosa  Mixer  of  the  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Shreveport,  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  home  in  Alexandria  as  a 
memorial  to  her  father  and  mother, 
Charles  Mixer  and  Mary  Ann  Rob- 
inett  Mixer.  The  total  contribution 
amounting  to  $10,000.00. 

Charles  N.  White,  vice  chairman 
of  the  board  is  working  with  Rev. 
A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,  in  locating  a  desirable  site  on 
which  to  build  this  home.  Anyone 
in  Alexandria  having  property  that 
they  would  like  to  make  available 
for  such  a  good  cause  will  be  doing 
the  board  a  great  favor  by  contact¬ 
ing  either  of  the  above  men. 

Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  announces 
that  with  the  completion  of  this 
conference  year’s  collections  on 
May  1,  1959  the  board  will  have 
sufficient  cash  to  build  four  homes, 
however  this  depends  on  the  raising 
of  enough  cash  between  now  and 
May  1st  to  pay  for  the  lots  necsesary 
for  two  of  these  homes. 

Churches  in  the  conference  are 
urged  to  get  their  offerings  in  not 
later  than  May  1st,  earlier  if  possi¬ 
ble. 


ing  increasingly  to  use  the  same 
language,  concepts  and  symbols  in 
their  work. 


Pictured  here  are  the  five  youth  choirs  of  the  Broad-  Dale  Armstrong  is  Director  of  the  choirs,  and  Mrs.  A.  R. 
moor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  which  were  pre-  Duncan  is  the  accompanist.  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck 
sented  recently  in  a  musical  program  in  the  church.  Mrs.  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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New  Conference 
Is  Organized 
In  North  India 

The  newest  in  the  worldwide  net¬ 
work  of  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Methodist  Church  is 
the  Moradabad  Conference  in  India. 
This  conference  was  formed  in  No¬ 
vember  by  the  division  of  the  North 
India  Conference. 

The  formation  of  the  Moradabad 
Conference  brings  to  10  the  number 
of  Methodist  annual  conferences  in 
India.  The  new  unit,  with  53,000 
Methodists,  will  be  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  Methodist  conferences  in  the 
country.  The  parent  conference, 
North  India,  has  a  Methodist  com¬ 
munity  of  57,000. 

The  Moradabad  Conference  takes 
in  an  area  north  and  east  of  Delhi, 
India’s  capital.  Like  its  parent  con¬ 
ference,  the  new  unit  borders  on 
Nepal  and  Tibet,  and  part  of  its 
territory  is  in  the  beautiful  Hima¬ 
layan  foothills. 

Some  major  Methodist  institutions 
in  the  area  will  continue  to  be  re¬ 
lated  to  both  the  Moradabad  and 
North  India  Conferences.  These  in¬ 
clude  Bareilly  United  Theological 
Seminary,  Clara  Swain  Hospital  and 
Warne  Baby  Fold  at  Bareilly  and 
Lodhipur  Institute,  a  n  industrial 
and  agricultural  school  at  Shahja- 
hanpur.  Among  the  institutions  that 
will  now  be  related  to  the  Morada¬ 
bad  Conference  are  Parker  Inter¬ 
mediate  College,  the  Nathaniel  Jor¬ 
dan  Hostel  and  Titus  Basic  School 
in  Moradabad  and  the  Mary  Ensign 
Gill  Girls’  School  and  Messore  In¬ 
termediate  College  at  Pauri. 

The  Moradabad  Conference  has 
32  ministerial  members,  60  local 
(lay)  preachers  and  16  American 
missionaries.  Like  the  North  India 
Conference,  Moradabad  is  under  the 
administration  of  Bishop  Shot  K. 
Mondol  of  the  Delhi  area. 

The  North  India  Conference, 
which  has  become  a  sort  of  “mother 
conference”  for  other  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  was  organized  in  1874.  As¬ 
sociated  with  its  beginnings  are  the 
names  of  noted  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  pioneers  in  India — William  But¬ 
ler,  the  first  Methodist  missionary 
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Three  Young  Methodists 
Of  Puerto  Rico 

By  Richard  E.  Johnson 

Raul  Malava 

Raul  is  one  of  the  four  sons  in  a  fine  Methodist  family,  members  for 
many  years  of  the  Puerta  de  Tierra  church.  The  oldest  of  the  four,  he  was 
called  into  military  service  during  the  Korean  war,  where  he  served  well. 
On  his  return  he  continued  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico. 

His  activities  in  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  his  local  church 
brought  him  into  contact  with  the  conference-wide  program  for  youth,  and 
he  responded  several  years  ago  to  the  call  of  Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson  to  be¬ 
come  a  Bishop’s  Crusader.  He  found  time  for  many  of  the  summer  activi¬ 
ties  at  Methodist  Camp,  serving  as  counselor  for  younger  boys,  enrolling 
in  the  Christian  Workers’  School  and  making  himself  generally  available 
to  the  director  of  the  camp  for  any  services  he  might  perform. 

In  1958  Raul  responded  to  the  call  of  Bishop  Corson  for  men  to  enter 

the  ministry,  and  immediately  - — - 

changed  the  whole  course  of  his  life 
to  fit  his  decision.  Consultations 
with  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Train¬ 
ing  mapped  out  changes  in  the  cur¬ 
riculum  he  will  be  taking  as  he 
completes  his  university  work  this 
year. 

Raul  has  enthusiasm  and  evange¬ 
listic  fervor,  more  maturity  than 
many  of  the  younger  men  who  make 
decisions  for  the  ministry  at  an 
earlier  date  and  attractive  personal 
qualities  that  mark  him  as  a  future 
leader. 


(Editor's  Note:  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Johnson,  a  missionary  from  Iowa, 
is  director  of  Christian  education 
and  youth  work  of  the  Puerto 
Rico  Methodist  Conference.) 


Carlos  Guilbee 

Carlos,  the  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  at  Ponce 
church,  was  the  kind  of  young  man 
who  always  incited  the  comment, 
“Is  he  going  to  be  a  minister?” 

His  evident  talent,  his  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  church  and  his  tire¬ 
less  participation  in  the  activities  of 
the  local  and  conference  program 
marked  him  as  such.  Though  he 
was  right-hand  man  to  his  pastor, 
the  latter  could  only  assure  ques¬ 
tioners  that  Carlos  was  not  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  ministry. 

This  past  summer  at  the  Older 
Youth  Institute  at  Methodist  Camp, 
everyone  noted  that  something  was 
bothering  Carlos.  He  did  not  seem 
to  have  his  usually  high  spirits  and 
social  talent,  and  it  made  a  real  dif¬ 
ference.  Always  joking,  finding 
things  for  groups  to  do  or  leading 
out  in  some  new  activity,  this  year 

to  India,  James  M.  Thobum  and  Dr. 
Clara  Swain.  Some  of  the  institu¬ 
tions  in  both  North  India  and  Mo¬ 
radabad,  such  as  Lodhipur  Institute 
and  Parker  Intermediate  College, 
were  among  the  first  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  founded  in  India. 


he  was  different.  With  few  smiles 
and  a  tired  or  discouraged  expres¬ 
sion,  he  was  a  formidable  “wet 
blanket”  for  anyone  who  got  near 
him. 

Carlos’  traditional  role  of  master 
of  ceremonies  for  Talent  and  Stunt 
Night  seemed  impossible  for  him 
to  perform,  but  urging  and  chal¬ 
lenging  by  his  friends  made  him  see 
that  he  had  to  help  the  show  to  go 
on  and  he  made  the  supreme  ef¬ 
fort!  You  would  not  have  known, 
as  he  presented  a  new  number  with 
sparkling  wit  or  led  a  song,  that  in¬ 
wardly  he  felt  defeat  and  humilia¬ 
tion.  But  if  you  watched  him  be¬ 
tween  numbers,  his  face  showed 
that  he  was  pushing  himself  to  the 
limit. 

Finally,  in  the  house  of  a  friend 
some  time  later,  the  whole  situation 
reached  a  most  dramatic  climax  in 
which  the  outcome  could  have  been 
deep  tragedy.  When  the  friend  found 
him  at  the  crucial  moment,  Carlos 
told  him  that  the  conflict  was  al¬ 
ready  solved,  that  he  had  passed 
the  dark  night  of  his  soul  success¬ 
fully  in  faith. 

The  outcome — surrender  to  claims 
of  Christ  upon  his  life,  to  give  him¬ 
self  to  Christian  service  as  a  min¬ 
ister.  He  is  enrolled  today  in  the 
Evangelical  Seminary  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  serves  as  student  associate 
pastor  at  San  Jose  Church.  Now  he 
is  his  former  happy,  optimistic  self, 
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full  of  promise  for  the  future  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Willy  Carreras 

“Willy  is  lots  of  fun,  a  real  spark 
plug,”  is  the  probable  description 
you  would  get  from  some  Methodist 
young  people,  if  you  asked  them 
about  this  tall,  angular,  rugged  fel¬ 
low.  His  was  a  career  interrupted 
by  military  service,  and  today  he 
is  an  airman  second  class  serving 
at  Ramey  Air  Force  Base  in  Agua- 
dilla,  Puerto  Rico.  Weekends  he 
spends  in  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  work,  as  he  is  now  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Conference  Youth  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Activity  in  the  youth  program  of 
the  church  has  been  of  primary  im¬ 
portance  in  Willy’s  life.  When  he 
went  to  Ramey  Air  Base,  there  was 
no  Methodist  church  nearby.  So  he 
goes  to  week-night  meetings  at  the 
Presbyterian  church  close  to  the 
Base  and  goes  home  weekends  or 
visits  some  other  Methodist  church 
to  stimulate  the  MYF  work. 

This  kind  of  activity  and  interest 
led  Willy  to  the  point  where  he  saw 
that  this  was  the  kind  of  work  he 
wants  to  do  on  a  permanent,  full¬ 
time  basis.  As  a  result,  he  is  apply¬ 
ing  for  an  early  discharge  that  he 
may  continue  his  interrupted  educa¬ 
tion  with  a  new  objective  in  mind 
He  has  been  doing  lay  preaching, 
teaching  classes,  helping  the  pastor 
in  the  Presbyterian  church  near  the 
Base.  His  Zeal  and  ability  are  evi¬ 
dent  in  preaching  and  leadership 
qualities.  Fun-loving,  whole-heart¬ 
ed  Willy  has  promised  God  to  serve 
Him;  he  will  do  it  well. 
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Little  Rock?s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 

Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 
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Little  Rock.  Arkansas 
615  MAIN  STREET 


In  a  CRISIS  world  what  must  the 

Church  do? 

Twelve  leaders-7  pastors,  2  bishops,  an  editor,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  university,  and  a  general  board  staff  member- 
will  help  you  find  answers  to  this  question  in 

CHRISTIAN  STRATEGY  FOR  A  STRUGGLING  WORLD- 

which  deserves  to  be  “must”  reading  for  ministers  and  laymen 
everywhere.  Publication  date,  February  1. 
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CHRISTIAN  STRATEGY  FOR  A  STRUGGLING  WORLD 

at  $1.00  each,  postpaid. 
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OBITUARY 

Whereas,  Clayton  Beeson  was  a 
loyal  and  true  member  of  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Methodist  Church;  and 
Whereas,  he  served  his  church 
with  diligence  not  only  in  his  ca¬ 
pacity  as  Treasurer  but  by  setting 
a  worthy  example  in  his  personal 
life;  and 

Whereas,  he  was  an  inspiration 
to  his  Pastor  and  the  other  officials 
of  the  church  by  his  frequent  words 
of  encouragement;  and 
Whereas,  he  was  loved  by  both 
young  and  old  alike  in  response  to 
his  own  spirit  of  love  for  others; 


CHOIR  and 
PULPIT  ROBES 

Finest  quality,  lowest 
prices  —  save  at  Hartley. 
Write  for  free  catalog 

HARTLEY  religious 

n/MVILCI  VESTMENTS 
1813-J  Church  Street 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


HELP  WANTED 

Director  of  Religious  Education  or 
Associate  Pastor  by  850-member  church 
in  beautiful  mountain  town  of  13,000. 
—Write— 

REV.  LINWOOD  J.  STEVENSON 
522  W.  Louck,  Sheridan,  Wyoming 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  “Japanese  Self-Defense 
Forces”  (  which  must  not  be  called 
“an  army”)  now  has  officially  or¬ 
ganized  classes  to  study  the  Holy 
Bible,  notes  the  American  Bible 
Society.  A  spokesman  for  the 
Christians  of  Japan  says:  “To  imag¬ 
ine  an  officially  recognized  Bible- 
study  group  within  the  old  Japan¬ 
ese  Army  and  Navy  system  is  quite 
difficult.  However,  in  today’s  Jap¬ 
anese  self-defense  forces,  several 
such  groups  exist,  and  with  official 
sanction.  One  of  these  is  in  Shi- 
kaya,  the  Navy  Air  Force  center, 
where  two  years  ago  a  few  Chris¬ 
tians  stationed  there  started  a  Bible 


and 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  God,  in 
his  infinite  wisdom  to  call  Clayton 
Beeson  out  of  our  earthly  midst; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Palestine 
Methodist  Church  that  we  keenly 
feel  the  loss  of  our  brother  and  ex¬ 
tend  to  his  family  this  expression 
of  our  appreciation. 

Adopted  by  unanimous  vote 
January  6,  1959 


A  NEW  IDEA  for  a  Progran 

For  Your  Methodist  Men's  Club 

A  Program  About  the 
Work  of  Your  Church 

Now  available  without  cost  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  The  Methodist  Publishing 
House  prepared  for  presentation  by 

•  a  group  of  speakers 

•  a  panel 

•  one  speaker 

In  addition  to  program  material,  souvenir  booklets 
telling  the  story  of  The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
will  be  provided  for  each  member  of  the  audience. 
Designed  especially  for  Methodist  Men’s  Clubs  but 
available  to  other  church  groups. 

Write  Personnel  and  Public  Relations 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville  3,  Tennessee 

Specify  number  of  program  scripts  and  booklets 
desired,  type  of  meeting  and  location.  Approved  by 
the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  in  the  June,  1956,  Meth¬ 
odist  Layman. 


class.  As  the  attendance  grew,  they 
applied  to  their  Service  Section  to 
have  their  Bible  class  recognized 
as  a  regular  club  activity.  Their 
commanders  gave  them  immediate 
clearance,  and  also  with  official 
recognition,  a  place  to  meet  and  an 
annual  grant  of  15,000  yen.  The 
Bible-study  group  meets  once  a 
week,  with  a  local  pastor  as  their 
teacher. 


MISSION  BOARD  MEETING 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

If  our  people  are  to  give  gladly, 
generously  and  sacrificially,  they 
must  see  across  the  world  children 
of  God,  for  whom  Christ  died,  seek¬ 
ing  leadership  and  guidance  which 
the  Church  can  provide. 

Stanley  Jones  has  used  well  the 


RODEHEAVER  HAIL-MACK  CO 


2 1 1  Hlath  WI»o»o  Uk*.  1*4. 


more  than  half  a  century  of  devotion 
to  the  warm  heart  and  world  parish. 
Bishop  Ralph  Ward’s  final  injunc¬ 
tion  is  also  to  us:  “Go  and  preach 
the  Gospel,”  and  Lester  Griffith’s 
testimony — “Each  step  will  be  with 
God” — is  a  promise  on  which  we 
can  depend. 


People  60  to  80 

APPLY  FOR  OLD  LINE 
LEGAL  RESERVE  LIFE 
INSURANCE 

If  you  are  under  80,  you  can  still 
apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance 
policy  to  help  take  care  of  final  ex¬ 
penses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept.  L207C,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri. 


THROUGH  WOOD  DESIGN 


. . . . FILL  IN  AND  MAIL  TODAY . * 

Ohe  Methodist  'Publishing  Houses 

;  Personnel  and  Public  Relations  ■ 

201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville  3,  Tennessee 

;  Please  send  (free  and  postage  paid)  to 

I  Name  - - - - -  ; 

;  Address  - — - - ! 

S  a  program  for  the  Methodist  Men's  Club  or - - -  ! 

■  Church  _ _ _ _  ; 

!  District  _ — —  Conference  — - -  t 

!  _  Copies  of  Program  Script;  -  Copies  of  Booklet,  The  Story  of  S 

4  The  Methodist  Publishing  House  ; 

:  _  No.  of  Club  Members. 

!  Approximate  Date  of  Program - — - — -  ; 


Visualize  your  new  church  with  this  exquisite 
simplicity — achieved  through  the  imaginative 
use  of  wood.  Yes,  Registered  Arkansas  Soft 
Pine,  in  new  and  exciting  forms  achieved 
through  laminated  beams  and  arches,  opens  an 
entirely  new  field  in  design  for  beauty,  strength 
— and  economy.  Has  your  Finance  Committee 
consulted  with  your  architect  to  explore 
the  many  opportunities  and  benefits 
to  he  derived  from  building  with 
Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine? 

This  Big  is  Your  Guarantee 
of  Dry,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  •  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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On  A  Wide 
Cir  cuit 

W.  W.  Reid 

What  Is  Your  God  Really  Like? 

One  of  my  ministerial  friends  is 
currently  preaching  a  series  of  ser¬ 
mons,  “What  is  the  God  like  that  we 
really  worship?”  I  don’t  know  his 
answer;  but  his  question  has  set  me 
to  wondering  .  .  . 

Of  course — ask  any  one  of  us — 
we  all  would  answer  that  the  God 
we  worship  is  the  Father  who  has 
been  portrayed  to  us  by  Jesus:  a 
God  of  love,  of  justice,  of  righteous¬ 
ness;  a  God  who  moves  not  one  jot 
from  the  purpose  and  path  which 
has  been  his  from  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  time  and  of  the  universe; 
yet  who  understands,  and  forgives, 
and  even  loves  his  earthly  children 
who  wander  from  the  Way.  Actual¬ 
ly,  when  we  examine  ourselves,  do 
we  always  try  to  lift  ourselves  (our 
words  and  our  deeds)  up  to  these 
standards  of  the  Christian  God;  or 
do  we  not  rather  try  to  pull  God 
down  to  our  standards? — these  lat¬ 
ter  “standards”  being  set  by  our 
sins,  our  misunderstandings,  our 
greeds,  our  low  desires? 

Do  we  not  sometimes  worship  a 
God  whom  we  can  urge  to  be  “on 
our  side,”  and  to  consume  in  his 
vengeance  those  whom  we  hate  or 
oppose?  We  would  “use”  such  a 
God  (or  should  we  write  him  with 
a  lower-case  “g”?)  to  further  our 
■purposes,  be  those  purposes  far 
from  righteousness  or  justice,  and 
be  those  purposes  pursued  without 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
human  family.  Our  prayer  to  him 
would  bless  “our  side”  in  war,  hot 
or  cold;  in  economic  struggles  that 


mean  hunger  for  some,  and  over- 
indulgence  for  “ours”;  and  in  ap¬ 
proval  of  “our  economic  system,” 
whatever  it  may  be,  or  how  it  may 
enslave  millions  in  some  distant 
land  or  in  some  “caste  system”  of 
our  own  creation.  Do  we  worship  a 
God  we  envision  as  enhancing  our 
material  wealth,  as  giving  us  social 
status,  or  as  granting  us  peace- 
sans-service?  .  .  .  Before  you  say, 
“I  do  not  worship  God  in  this  way 
(or  such  a  God),  examine  closely 
your  own  heart  and  motives  .  .  . 

Do  we  sometimes  worship  a  God 
whom  we  believe  we  can  urge  or 
cajole  to  relieve  us — men  or  nations 
— from  the  just  consequences  of  our 
sins  and  errors — while  we  continue 
to  commit  them?  Would  such  a  God 
be  just  if  he  could  be  “moved  one 
jot  from  his  unswerving  right?” 
Yes,  there  is  forgiveness  for  sins — 
God  is  more  willing  to  forgive  sins 
than  we  are  ready  to  ask  him.  But 
repentance  is  a  pre-requisite  to  for¬ 
giveness;  and  repentance  is  never 
real  until  it  is  accompanied  by  an 
“about  face,”  a  complete  turning 
away  from  the  sin  to  which  one 
makes  confession.  I  am  “a  misera¬ 
ble  sinner”  in  the  sight  of  God:  but 
not  matter  how  many  times  I  say 
so,  I  remain  “a  miserable  sinner” — 
and  am  unforgiven  despite  my  re¬ 
peated  words  to  that  effect,  and  my 
repeated  beating  upon  my  breast — 
until  I  actually  and  deliberately 
and  with  determined  effort  turn 
away  from  ever  again  repeating  that 
sin. 

Do  we  sometimes  think  that  we 
can  appease  the  just  wrath  of  God 
— the  just  punishment  of  wrong¬ 
doing — by  our  due  regard  for  the 
repetition  of  words  that  may  sound 
pleasing  to  the  ears  of  God  (the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  our  favorite  hymn, 
our  assent  to  the  Creed  or  the  Com¬ 
mandments);  by  “prescribed”  forms 
of  worship,  or  by  historically-sanc- 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


in  which  a  fine  machine  was  offered 
for  $300,  a  cut-rate  price.  It  was 
guaranteed  to  accurately  reproduce 
the  voices  of  great  singers  and  the 
music  of  great  orchestras.  I  could 
appreciate  the  meaning  of  such  a 
sale  for  a  hi-fi  set  came  into  my 
possession  in  much  the  same  way. 
I  could  not  afford  the  standard 
price.  And  it  has  done  everything 
that  was  claimed  for  it.  In  general 
the  hi-fi  is  adding  much  to  our 
cultural  life. 

Fidelity  is  a  necessity  in  all  of 
life.  In  business  it  is  called  honesty 
as  opposed  to  dishonesty.  In  gov- 


tified  prayers  or  scriptures?  Does 
the  God  we  offer  these  “idols”  to 
not  look  into  our  hearts,  our  minds, 
our  motives:  or  do  we  think  we  can 
“fool  him”  by  mere  words?  How 
“simple”  do  we  really  think  he  is? 

Do  we  sometimes  think  the  God 
we  profess  to  worship  can  be  in¬ 
duced  to  see  us  “all  white”  and 
those  of  whom  we  fear  (because  of 
conflicting  ideologies,  differing  his¬ 
tory  and  purposes,  past  wrongs  of 
our  inflicting,  or  possible  menace  to 
our  status  quo)  as  “all  black”? 
Maybe  God  isn’t  as  color  blind  as 
we  wish  he  were!  .  .  .  Honestly  now, 
what  is  the  God  like  that  you  really 
worship? 


ernment  it  is  patriotism  in  both  the 
governor  and  the  governed.  Any¬ 
thing  less  tends  to  treason.  In  the 
home  it  is  mutual  adherence  to  the 
marriage  vow  by  both  husband  and 
wife.  Anything  less  disrupts  the 
home  and  produces  a  crowd  of  de¬ 
linquents.  In  religion  it  means  un¬ 
swerving  commitment  to  God.  Any¬ 
thing  less  leads  to  “backsliding”. 

The  New  Testament  is  the  high 
peak  of  the  Book  of  Books.  It  is  so 
because  of  its  fidelity  to  the  story 
of  Christ.  St.  Luke  begins  his  gos¬ 
pel  by  saying  that  he  had  “perfect 
understanding”  of  that  way  of  life 
from  the  beginning.  St.  Paul  prob¬ 
ably  never  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus 
in  the  flesh,  but  he  heard  his  Spirit 
on  the  Damascus  road  and  spent  his 
life  thereafter  as  a  high  fidelity 
transmitter  of  his  message.  St.  John 
closes  his  gospel  with,  “these  things 
are  written  that  you  might  believe 
.  .  .  and  have  life.”  That  was  fidel¬ 
ity  to  the  purpose  of  Jesus.  The 
Book  of  Hebrews  was  written,  the 
author  tells  us,  “least  you  drift 
away”  from  fidelity  to  the  truths 
which  they  had  heard.  Jesus  himself 
set  the  example,  saying  in  sub¬ 
stance,  that  his  teachings  and  his 
works  were  not  primarily  his  own 
but  that  he  said  and  did  everything 
in  full  fidelity  to  God  the  Father. 

Christians  should  be  high  fidelity 
transmitters  of  the  spirit  of  Christ. 
He  expects  it  of  us.  The  world  ex¬ 
pects  it  too,  though  it  often  tries  to 
crush  the  transmitter.  But  the  world 
does  not  really  want  Christ  to  die. 
It  only  wants  to  control  him.  For 
that  reason,  if  no  other,  it  is  our 
chief  concern  to  maintain  fidelity, 
as  individuals,  as  members  of  the 
fellowship  of  faith,  as  official  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  church.  Here  is  the  point 
of  our  greatest  service  to  him.  The 
cost  in  spiritual  stamina  is  high. 
There  is  no  cut-rate  here. 


Eighth  Annual  Statewide  Circulation  Campaign 


Of 


^  Louisiana  ^etboiist 

Serving  The  One  Hundred  And  Sixteen  Thousand  Methodists 

of  Louisiana  Methodism 


Third  Report 

The  third  report  by  churches  and  districts  of  the 
results  of  the  Circulation  Campaign  will  be  published 
in  next  week’s  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
This  report  will  include  all  pastors’  reports  reaching  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  office  by  Saturday  noon, 
February  7. 


Follow-Up  Work  and  Reports 

Many  churches  which  have  already  reported 
will  make  additional  reports  to  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  office  of  follow-up  work  of  securing  re¬ 
newals  and  new  subscriptions  which  were  not  obtained 
during  the  first  week  of  the  campaign,  January  11-18. 
Results  of  these  supplemental  reports  will  be  published 
in  the  Circulation  Campaign  reports  each  week  in  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


Remember,  An  Informed  Methodist  Is  An  Active  Methodist! 


Keep  INFORMED  concerning  the  work  of  Methodism  and 
organized  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  THE  LOUISIANA 


METHODIST  is  the  channel  through  which  information  about 
the  church  at  work  reaches  you,  your  church,  and  your  home. 
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Methodists 

Appropriate  $21  Million  for  Missions 


Three  Meth.  Leaders 
Missing  After  N.Y. 
Airliner  Crash 

Royer  H.  Woodburn,  Director  of 
Utilization  and  Field  Service,  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Meadors,  Director  of  Radio 
and  Television  Service  and  Train¬ 
ing,  W.  Carlisle  Walton,  Director  of 
Television  Ministry  Development, 
were  among  those  reported  missing 
following  the  disaster  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Air  Lines  plane  at  New  York  on 
Friday  evening,  February  6. 

According  to  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spen¬ 
cer,  TRAFCQ.  secretary,  they  were 
enroute  to  New  York  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  T.V.  Min¬ 
istry  Committee  scheduled  for  the 
j  next  day. 

According  to  Dr.  Spencer  the 
bodies  of  these  men  have  not  been 
recovered  following  the  plane  crash. 
Weather,  strong  tides,  and  murky 
water  have  made  diving  operations 
almost  impossible.  Dr.  Spencer  said 
in  a  statement  to  friends  of  these 
men,  “It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this 
time  to  prepare  an  adequate  state¬ 
ment  of  the  great  contribution  which 
these  brothers  in  Christ  have  made 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


The  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
appropriated  a  record  amount,  $21,- 
341,488,  for  Methodist  missionary 
work  in  the  United  States,  Hawaii, 
Puerto  Rico  and  44  countries,  at 
the  close  of  its  recent  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  appropriations  are  for  the 
fiscal  year  1960,  which  will  begin 
June  1,  1959.  The  amount  is  about 
$800,000  greater  than  the  previous 
record  appropriations,  $20,502,562, 
which  were  for  the  fiscal  year  1959, 
ending  May  31. 

The  1960  appropriations  repre¬ 
sented  a  totaling  of  the  appropri¬ 
ations  of  the  Board’s  three  admini¬ 
strative  divisions — $3,074,730  for  the 
Division  of  National  Missions,  $9,- 
385,946  for  the  Division  of  World 
Missions,  and  $8,880,812  for  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Division  of  Christian  Service. 

In  a  resolution,  the  Board  ap¬ 
proved  in  principle  the  proposed 
merger  in  1961  of  two  world  reli¬ 
gious  bodies,  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  Board  said 
that  “we  anticipate  that  the  de¬ 


tailed  plan  of  organization  of  the 
newly  constituted  council  will  ex¬ 
press  the  concern  of  the  churches 
for  both  mission  and  unity.” 

In  another  resolution,  the  Board 
extended  its  congratulations  to  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  other 
Christian  bodies  in  Japan  on  the 
observance  during  1959  of  the  one- 
hundredth  anniversary  of  Protes¬ 
tantism  in  the  country. 

The  Methodist  Church  will  be 
represented  at  the  official  centen¬ 
nial  observance  in  November  of  five 
persons:  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  president  of  the 
Division  of  World  Missions;  Mrs. 
John  M.  Pearson,  Newburgh,  N.Y., 
•chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Work  in  Foreign  Fields  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Division  of  Christian  Service; 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Brandt,  Aurora,  Ohio, 
Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation  of  the  Woman’s 
Division;  and  Miss  Margaret  Bill- 
ingsly  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thobum  T. 
Brumbaugh,  Board  secretaries  for 
East  Asia. 


In  1958  Methodist 
Hospitals  Care  for 
1,528,613  Persons 

St.  Louis  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  229  hospitals  and  homes 
in  the  United  States  cared  for  1,528,- 
613  persons  last  year,  it  was  report¬ 
ed  here  Jan.  27. 

Dr.  Orlin  E.  Oeschger  of  Chicago, 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  made  the  statement 
in  his  report  to  the  annual  board 
meeting  here  in  the  Sheraton- Jef¬ 
ferson  hotel. 

Dr.  Oeschger  said  that  institutions 
affiliated  with  the  board  had  in¬ 
creased  during  the  past  year  from 
213  to  229.  This  includes  14  new 
homes  or  agencies  for  older  persons, 
one  new  children’s  home,  and  a  new 
hospital. 

Institutions  now  related  to  the 
board  include  98  homes  for  older 
persons,  75  hospitals,  49  children’s 
homes,  and  7  homes  for  business 
women.  Total  capacity  of  these  in¬ 
stitutions  is  31,730. 

It  requires  a  full-time  personnel 
of  33,265  to  staff  these  institutions, 
Dr.  Oeschger  reported.  In  addition 
to  the  full-time  personnel,  12,124 
doctors  are  affiliated  with  the  staffs. 

Assets  of  the  various  institutions 
increased  by  10  per  cent  to  a  total 
of  $415,566,557.  Sixty  new  building 
projects  were  started  which,  upon 
completion,  will  represent  $37,236,- 
964  in  additional  assets.  Seventy 
other  institutions  have  plans  laid 
for  future  expansion  totaling  more 
than  72  million  dollars. 

It  cost  more  than  $150,000,000  to 
operate  these  institutions  during  the 
past  year. 

Dr.  Oeschger  reported  that  income 
from  the  churches  for  hospital  and 
home  work  totalled  only  $5,560,109, 
but  the  benvolent  services  (free  or 
part-pay)  rendered  patients  during 
the  year  was  more  than  double  that 
amount — $13,150,358. 

He  issued  a  plea  for  more  “quali¬ 
fied  and  dedicated”  individuals  to 
serve  in  staff  positions  in  hospitals 
and  homes. 


Reading  Schedule 
1959  Daily  Bible 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Feb.  12-Feb.  21  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Feb.  12  .  Corinthians  5:1-13 

Feb.  13  .  Corinthians  6:1-11 

Feb.  14  .  Corinthians  6:12-20 

Feb.  15  .  Corinthians  7:1-11 

Feb.  16  .  Corinthians  7:12-24 

Feb.  17  .  Corinthians  7:25-40 

Feb.  18  .  Corinthians  8:1-13 

Feb.  19  .  Corinthians  9:1-14 

Feb.  20  .  Corinthians  9:15-27 

Feb.  21  .  Corinthians  10:1-13 


■mmv 


Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  (BM) — Seventy-four  new  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  were  commissioned  here  for  service 
in  the  United  States,  Hawaii  and  17  countries  of  Africa, 
Asia  and  North  and  South  America. 

The  commissioning  service  was  the  climax  of  the 
twentieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  About  400  persons  heard  Bishop 
Arthur  J.  Moore,  Atlanta,  Go.,  board  president,  speak 
the  words  of  commission  to  each  candidate: 

"I  commission  you  to  take  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  unto  all  the  world,  in  the  Name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Amen." 

The  new  missionaries  included  42  women  and  32 
men.  The  women  wore  white  robes  and  the  men  black. 
The  group  represented  30  states,  Hawaii,  Malaya  and 


Southern  Rhodesia. 

The  missionaries  were  presented  to  Bishop  Moore 
for  commissioning  by  the  officers  of  three  of  the  board's 
divisions — Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith,  Houston,  Texas,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Division  of  National  Missions;  Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin,  Texas,  vice-president  of  the  Division  of 
World  Missions,  and  Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman,  Lewisburg, 
Tenn.,  president  of  the  Woman's  Division  of  Christian 
Service. 

Areas  to  which  the  new  missionaries  have  been  as¬ 
signed  include  the  United  States  including  Alaska,  Ha¬ 
waii,  Okinawa,  Brazil,  Southern  Rhodesia,  Sarawak, 
(Borneo),  the  Belgian  Congo,  Malaya,  the  Philippines, 
Bolivia,  Pakistan,  India,  Korea,  Chile,  Burma,  Costa  Rica, 
Japan,  Uruguay  and  Mexico. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (Ml) — Little  Anne  Munroe,  4,  of  nearby  Bethesda, 
Md.,  is  too  young  to  appreciate  that  this  is  "Lincoln  Year,"  so  proclaimed 
by  President  Eisenhower  in  recognition  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  the  Civil  War  president. 

However,  she  paid  her  own  homage  the  other  day  when  she  visited  the 
Washington  Cathedral  to  see  the  statue,  "Abraham  Lincoln  at  Prayer," 
which  was  inspired  by  her  great-great  grandfather  and  sculptured  by  her 
great-uncle. 

The  story  goes  that  Rev.  William  A.  Houck,  Methodist  clergyman  who 
served  as  a  Civil  War  chaplain  with  the  205th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  saw 
Lincoln  slip  away  from  the  crowd  to  kneel  in  prayer  before  delivering  his 
famous  Gettysburg  Address. 

His  son,  Herbert  Houck  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  heard  the  story  often  when 
he  was  a  boy.  He  grew  up  to  be  an  artist  and  the  recollection  of  the  family 
legend  inspired  him  to  carve  the  bronze  figure,  said  to  be  the  only  statue  of 
Lincoln  in  the  attitude  of  prayer. 

Anne  is  descended  from  the  Houcks  on  her  mother's  side  of  the  family. 
Her  father,  Pat  Munroe,  is  Washington  correspondent  for  the  Chicago 
"American"  and  other  newspapers.  (Brooks  photo) 


Bishop  John  Wesley 
In  Accepting  Pope’s 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  said  here  that  “Prot¬ 
estants  should  be  cautious”  in  ac¬ 
cepting  any  bid  of  Pope  John  XXIII 
to  take  part  in  an  Ecumenical  Coun¬ 
cil. 

“Before  we  indicate  our  interest 
in  a  bid,  let  us  first  learn  something 
of  the  basic  assumption  upon  which 
the  conversations  will  be  initiated,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Lord  is  here  to  preside  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Temperance. 

The  text  of  his  statement  is  as 
follows: 

“The  Pope’s  plea  for  re-establish¬ 
ing  ‘one  church’  was  directed  pri¬ 
marily  to  Eastern  Orthodoxy.  It 
was  not  directed  to  Protestant 
groups. 

“We  must  assume  at  this  juncture 
that  the  ‘one  church’  would  be  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  perhaps 
with  some  minor  compromises  and 
concessions. 

"Protestants  should  be  cautious 
in  the  face  of  such  a  bid.  The  Rom¬ 
an  Church  declares  that  it  alone 
embodies  Christian  truth  and  that 
the  Church  is  infallible. 

“Roman  Catholics  hold  that  the 
Pope  in  his  official  utterances  in 
matters  of  faith  and  morals  cannot 
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Lord  Urges  Caution 
Ecumenical  Council 

make  a  mistake  because  he  is  super- 
naturally  guarded  from  error. 

“It  is  this  doctrine  that  leads  to 
grave  abuse.  While  the  Council  of 
Trent  in  1545,  called  by  the  Pope, 
did  clean  up  some  of  the  abuses,  it 
was  this  Council  that  decreed  the 
basis  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
as  it  is  today. 

“It  is  the  Protestant  position  that 
the  Council  of  Trent  not  only  left 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  the 
same  institution,  but  confirmed  its 
fundamental  error. 

“Reform  requires  one  indispensa¬ 
ble  condition  —  the  admission  of 
error  and  failure.  But  it  is  the  fun¬ 
damental  doctrine  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  that  it  is  incapable 
of  error  in  matters  of  faith  and 
morals. 

“The  counter  reformation  of  1545 
did  not  meet  the  basic  Protestant 
criticism.  All  abuses  grow  out  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  infallibility  of 
the  church.  Such  a  doctrine  tends 
to  sanctify  abuses  in  the  church 
rather  than  to  abolish  them.  Prot¬ 
estants  are  regarded  as  an  heretical 
sect. 

“Before  we  indicate  our  interest 
in  a  .bid,  let  us  first  learn  something 
of  the  basic  assumptions  upon  which 
the  conversation  will  be  initiated.” 


Methodists  Reported 
Growing  in  Europe 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (BM) — 
Though  Methodists  in  Europe  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  a  small  minority  amidst 
large  state  churches,  either  Protes¬ 
tant  or  Roman  Catholic,  they  are 
showing  some  growth  in  several 
countries,  a  Methodist  mission  exec¬ 
utive  said  here  recently. 

In  at  least  two  countries,  Finland 
and  Sweden,  the  Methodist  Church 
has  reversed  a  downward  trend  in 
membership,  the  Rev.  C.  Melvin 
Blake,  New  York,  told  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Missions  at  its  annual 
meeting.  Mr.  Blake  is  secretary  for 
Africa  and  Europe  of  the  board’s 
Division  of  World  Missions. 

Among  twelve  European  countries 
on  which  Mr.  Blake  reported  were 
five  communist  lands,  Poland,  East 
Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary 
and  Yugoslavia.  The  Methodist 
Ghurch  is  at  work  in  all  five,  he 
said,  though  often  under  various 
kinds  of  limitations. 

In  the  Scandinavian  countries  of 
Denmark,  Finland,  Norway  and 
Sweden,  the  Methodist  Church  is 
at  a  turning  point,  Mr.  Blake  said. 

“For  all  four  countries,  there  is 
within  the  church  a  growing  respon¬ 
sibility  for  its  spiritual  and  finan¬ 
cial  life,”  he  said.  “This  has  been 
proved  by  special  actions  to  increase 
ministers’  salaries  and  in  growing 
lay  activity,  youth-to-youth  evan¬ 
gelism,  visitation  evangelism  and 
prayer  groups.  Also,  it  should  be 
noted  that  Methodists  built  more 
churches  in  1958  than  in  any  year 
since  Methodist  beginning  in  Scan¬ 
dinavia.” 

Mr.  Blake  noted  that  in  Finland, 
where  there  are  both  Swedish  and 
Finnish-speaking  Methodists,  “t  h  e 
best  thing  to  report  from  our  Fin¬ 
nish-speaking  work  is  that  we  have 
had  an  increase  in  membership  ev¬ 
ery  year  since  1955.” 

“It  is  especially  encouraging  that, 
to  a  large  extent,  young  people  are 
joining  the  church,”  he  said.  “A 
new  sense  of  responsibility  has 
been  born  in  the  Methodist  youth 
of  Sweden.  Many  young  people 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  what 
is  called  ‘time  for  God,’  which  means 
that  they  are  giving  full  time  or 
part  time  to  the  service  of  the 


“Health  Worrying” 
Said  To  Be  Most 
Popular  Sport  Now 

St.  Louis  (MI) — The  nation’s  most 
popular  sport  today  is  not  baseball, 
football  or  basketball,  but  people 
worrying  about  their  health,  Dr. 
George  W.  Crane,  well  known  Chi¬ 
cago  psychologist  and  nationally- 
syndicated  newspaper  columnist, 
believes. 

Dr.  Crane  estimated  that  10  mil¬ 
lion  hypochondriacs  visit  their  doc¬ 
tors  each  week  and  impair  the  na¬ 
tion’s  hospital  services.  He  deliver¬ 
ed  the  principal  address  at  the  open¬ 
ing  session  of  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Association  of 
Methodist  Hospitals  and  Homes 
here  Jan.  28. 

“Our  hospitals  are  being  glutted 
by  people  who  don’t  need  to  be 
there,”  the  active  Methodist  layman 
and  Bible  class  teacher  said. 

The  noted  columnist,  who  is  also 
a  physician,  said  these  persons  wor¬ 
ship  doctors  and  hospitals.  “They 
are  more  interested  in  having  a  hos¬ 
pital  bed  than  a  church  pew,”  he 
declared. 

Physicians  will  tell  you  that  the 
best  doctors  we  have  are  clergymen. 
And  the  best  healer  is  Almighty 
God,  he  said. 

For  a  nation  that  spends  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  billion  dollars  annually  on 
tranquilizers,  Dr.  Crane  prescribed 
church  activity.  Becoming  active  in 
church  affairs  will  eliminate  the 
problems  of  many  of  the  nation’s 
“worry -warts”  by  taking  their 
minds  off  themselves,  he  said. 

“Worry  is  good  for  the  individual 
as  long  as  he  isn’t  worrying  about 
himself,”  he  commented.  Church 
work  allows  people  to  spend  their 
energy  constructively. 

Dr.  Crane  said  that  children  in 
the  homes  of  America’s  70,000,000 
unchurched  families  are  one  of  the 
church’s  greatest  responsibilities. 
Persons  with  a  heritage  of  faith 
and  education  should  set  a  positive 
example  for  these  people  and  serve 
their  children  by  doing  such  things 
as  teaching  Sunday  school  classes. 


church.  Leadership  is  being  stress¬ 
ed,  and  there  is  much  youth-to- 
youth  evangelism.” 


Washington,  D.  C.  (Ml) — "Crime  is  cancer  that  destroys  the  minds  and 
souls  of  its  practitioners  and  extorts  severe  penalties  from  all  of  us,"  Sen. 
Estes  Kefauver  of  Tennessee  (center)  said  Jan.  29  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance.  He  is  shown  comparing  notes  with 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of  Boston  (left),  president  of  the  board,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general  secretary.  (Meth.  Information  photo) 
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Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  internationally  known  missionary  and  evangelist, 
was  named  ", Methodist  of  the  Year "  for  1959  by  "World  Outlook,"  Methodist 
missionary  magazine,  during  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Missions. 


A  certificate  of  award  was  presented  to  Mrs.  James  K.  Mathews, 
pictured  above,  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  Dr.  Jones'  daughter,  by  Bishop  Arthur 
J.  Moore  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  president  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  Dr. 
Jones  was  unable  to  be  present. 

"World  Outlook"  also  presented  a  special  certificate  of  award  to  the 
Rev.  Lester  E.  Griffith,  pictured  below,  of  Mason,  Ohio,  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  who  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Algerian  rebels  from  August  18  to  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1958. 

Both  certificates  were  presented  "in  recognition  of  outstanding  service 
to  the  missionary  enterprise  of  the  Methodist  Church." 

The  special  certificate  was  presented  to  Mr.  Griffith  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Eugene  L.  Smith  of  New  York,  general  secretary  of  the  Board's  Division  of 
World  Missions.  In  presenting  it,  he  said: 

" Like  Saint  Paul  in  prison,  Lester  Griffith  found  an  opportunity  to 
witness  to  his  Lord  even  in  captive  hands.  This  award  is  made  not  only  to 
a  remarkably  talented  man  but  to  a  soul  deeply  touched  with  the  loving 
spirit  of  Jesus." 


Sees  End  of 
Strictly  Women’s 
Church  Groups 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — Men 
are  almost  ready  to  join  the  ladies 
aid.  And  church  women  are  nearly 
ready  to  admit  them,  according  to 
the  national  president  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  World  Service  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 

The  ladies  aid  isn’t  what  it  used 
to  be,  said  Mrs.  Wilbur  C.  Harr, 
Naperville,  Ill. 

“You  can’t  go  along  today  in  horse 
and  buggy  ways,  or  even  Model  A 
ways.  You  must  streamline,”  said 
Mrs.  Harr. 

A  combination  of  circumstances 
may  lead  to  the  end  of  the  strictly 
woman’s  organization,  she  ex¬ 
plained.  Among  them: 

Many  women  today  work  full  or 
part  time  and  aren’t  available  for 
afternoon  meetings. 

Today,  more  women  have  active 
interests  in  the  community,  outside 
the  home. 

Since  the  war,  men’s  and  women’s 
interests  have  been  merging,  in  the 
home  and  out  of  it.  When  women’s 
mission  groups  began  100  years  ago, 
men  were  not  much  interested  in 
the  unchurched  “heathen”  across 
the  oceans.  Today,  men  are  fully  as 
informed  and  interested  in  what 
goes  on  across  the  oceans  as  women. 

“Togetherness”  prevails  in  many 
homes.  Women  do  not  want  to  leave 
their  husbands  for  evening  meet¬ 
ings;  transportation  and  baby-sit¬ 
ting  problems  make  it  difficult  for 
women  to  leave  in  the  afternoons. 
Couples  and  families  want  to  spend 
their  time  together. 

Mrs.  Harr  believes  church  organ¬ 
izations  may  move  to  consolidate 
so  that  husband,  wife  and  older 
youngsters  all  belong  to  the  same 
group. 

In  the  mission  area,  she  pointed 
out,  some  congregations  already 
have  a  “committee  on  missions” 
composed  of  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

Such  all-inclusive  organizations 
won’t  be  developed  without  a  fight 
from  some  church  women. 

“Some  women  are  funny.  They 
won’t  want  to  give  up  their  exclu¬ 
sive  right  to  mission  interests,”  she 
said. 


Measures  Would  Forbid 
Liquor  on  Airplanes 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Serv¬ 
ing  of  liquor  on  aircraft  would  be 
barred  as  a  national  safety  measure 
in  bills  before  the  86th  Congress. 

A  measure  introduced  by  Rep. 
John  Bell  Williams  (D.-Miss.)  in 
the  House  would  prohibit  the  fur¬ 
nishing  of  liquor,  including  beer 
and  wine,  to  passengers. 

More  inclusive  action  is  called 
for  in  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  by  Sen.  Strom  Thurmond  (D.- 
S.C.).  It  would  outlaw  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  alcoholic  beverages  on  any 
aircraft  in  flight  over  the  U.  S.,  and 
forbid  the  transportation  of  intoxi¬ 
cated  persons,  the  carrying  of  li¬ 
quor  on  a  plane,  and  drinking  by 
aircraft  crews  either  before  or  dur¬ 
ing  a  flight. 

Similar  bills  were  introduced  in 
the  85th  Congress  but  never  reached 
the  floor  of  either  house.  One  was 
passed  by  the  House  in  1956  but 
failed  to  reach  the  Senate. 


Methodists  Make  Plans 
For  Investment  Fund 
To  Build  Churches 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— 
Establishment  of  The  Methodist 
Investment  Fund,  which  would 
make  mortgage  loans  to  Method¬ 
ist  churches,  was  authorized  by 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  here. 

Incorporation  is  being  sought 
for  the  fund,  which  is  expected 
to  attract  into  it  some  of  the  per¬ 
manent  funds  for  investment 
held  by  other  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church.  It  is  hoped 
that  $1,000,000  will  be  available 
for  loan  soon. 

Officers  and  members  of  the 
division  will  be  officers  of  the 
fund.  Loans  will  be  administered 
by  the  Section  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion. 


All  Religious 
Activity  Suppressed 

In  North  Korea 

/ 

Seoul,  Korea  (RNS) — All  organ¬ 
ized  Protestant  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  activity  has  been  completely 
suppressed  in  Communist  North 
Korea,  according  to  a  former  Com¬ 
munist  newspaper  man  who  defect¬ 
ed  from  the  party  and  sought  ref¬ 
uge  here. 

The  informant  was  Lee  Dong 
Joon,  who  served  for  three  years  as 
North  Korean  correspondent  for 
Pravda,  leading  organ  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  in  the  U.S.S:R. 

He  said  that  although  religious 
freedom  is  officially  guaranteed  in 
North  Korea,  he  had  not  seen  a  sin¬ 
gle  minister  or  priest  at  work  there 
in  the  past  four  years. 

Army  Wives  Seek  Aid 
For  Japanese  Church 

Fort  Carson,  Colo.  (RNS)  —  Col¬ 
lections  will  be  made  at  all  Protes¬ 
tant  services  in  chapels  at  this  Army 
post  on  Feb.  15  to  help  clear  the 
mortgage  of  the  East  Church  at 
Tagjo,  Japan,  which  was  founded 
five  years  ago  by  Army  wives. 

Organized  by  the  Protestant 
Women’s  Guild  of  the  former  Camp 
Schimmelpfennig  near  Sendai,  Ja¬ 
pan.  East  church  moved  last  Christ¬ 
man  into  a  new  building,  a  surplus 
Army  quonset.  It  is  the  only  Chris¬ 
tian  institution  in  Tagjo,  which  has 
a  population  of  50,000. 

Obscenity  Conviction 
Draws  Ten- Year  Sentence 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Charles  G.  Hall,  31,  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  of  Cottonwood,  Calif.,  have 
been  sentenced  to  10  years  impris¬ 
onment  by  the  Federal  district  court 
at  Sacramento,  Calif.,  for  mailing 
obscene  material. 

According  to  available  records  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  this  is 
the  heaviest  sentence  ever  meted 
out  in  an  obscenity  case. 

Under  the  new  law  passed  by 
Congress  in  1958,  the  Halls  were 
charged  with  mailing  the  obscene 
material  to  a  recipient  in  Grace, 
Ida.,  and  were  indicted  by  a  Fed¬ 
eral  grand  jury  sitting  at  Boise,  Ida. 
However,  they  were  permitted  to 
plead  guilty  in  the  district  court  at 
Sacramento  after  waiving  extradi¬ 
tion. 
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Editorial 

Methodism’s  Greatest  Need-Dedication 

METHODISM’S  greatest  need  just  now  is  a  greater  dedication 
on  the  part  of  its  approximately  10  million  members  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  This  call  to  greater  dedication  is 
being  set  forth  this  week  in  its  40,000  churches  throughout  the 
Methodist  connection  in  the  annual  Week  of  Dedication  observance. 
No  call  of  the  church  should  be  met  with  greater  response  than  this 
one,  and  no  call  could  mean  quite  as  much  if  Methodist  people  re¬ 
spond  to  it  in  the  way  they  should. 

There  is  scarcely  a  Methodist  church  anywhere  that  does  not 
have  within  its  membership  a  number  of  members  who  have  caught 
something  of  the  greatness  of  the  vision  of  Christian  discipleship 
They  are  striving  earnestly  that  the  will  of  God  will  find  expres¬ 
sions  through  their  daily  living,  and  they  are  responsive  to  the 
great  Methodist  program.  Even  these,  however,  are  conscious  of 
the  need  for  a  greater  commitment  of  self  to  Christ  and  His  Church. 
If  these  who  are  numbered  among  the  most  faithful  are  conscious 
of  a  greater  need  of  dedication,  how  much  more  is  this  true  for 
many  other  Methodists  who  are  less  faithful  to  their  commitments 
to  the  Christian  way  of  life.  The  tragedy,  oftentimes  of  the  half 
committed  life  is  that  those  who  are  in  greatest  need  of  a  deeper 
commitment  are  those  who  most  often  are  content  to  continue  on 
the  level  of  a  shallow  commitment. 

Too  few  of  us  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  which  real  Christian 
discipleship  demands  of  us.  Many  superficial  interests  claim  and 
receive  our  attention,  while  great  challenges  worthy  of  our  very 
best  go  unmet.  The  world  of  comfort  and  convenience  beckons 
while  we  search  unsuccessfully  for  easy  ways  to  attain  Christian 
character.  Our  concern  for  recreation  and  relaxation  is  often  greater 
than  our  concern  for  developing  holy  habits.  Our  notion  of  success 
is  measured  more  in  materialistic  terms  rather  than  spiritual.  Too 
many  of  us,  though  not  rich  in  a  materialistic  sense,  are  in  the  po¬ 
sition  of  the  rich  young  ruler  who  found  in  the  presence  of  Jesus 
he  lacked  one  great  step  becoming  a  full  fledged  disciple  of  the 
One  he  admired,  a  willingness  to  put  character  and  service  first  in 
his  life.  The  call  to  dedication  evoked  no  response  from  him.  The 
question  each  Methodist  faces  this  week  is  what  will  we  personally 
do  about  a  complete  dedication  of  ourselves  to  Christ. 

Week  of  Dedication  and  Lent  are  intended  to  help  each  Meth¬ 
odist  to  a  fuller  realization  of  the  spiritual  life  inherent  in  him. 
May  this  week  and  the  coming  weeks  bring  each  one  of  us  to  an 
actual  confronting  of  ourselves  with  what  we  are  and  what  we  may 
become,  and  then  through  a  greater  dedication  of  self,  press  on, 
through  God’s  grace,  to  a  fulfillment  of  His  way  through  and  among 
us. 

Report  No.  Three ,  Circulation  Campaign 

REPORT  Number  3  of  the  annual  circulation  campaign  for 
the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  as 
printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  shows  a  total  of  almost  32,000 
subscription  reported  through  last  Saturday  noon,  February  7. 
While  this  report  is  a  few  hundred  less  than  the  number  reported 
last  year  in  Report  Number  3,  we  believe  that  our  readers  will  be 
pleased  with  this  general  report.  This  includes  20,636  subscriptions 
to  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  11,369  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

Several  districts  and  a  number -of  churches  have  done  out¬ 
standing  pieces  of  work  in  this  year’s  campaign.  For  example,  six 
districts  in  the  Area  have  submitted  reports  from  every  pastoral 
charge  in  their  districts.  These  include  the  Ruston  and  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  districts  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  the  Batesville,  Con¬ 
way,  Paragould  and  Searcy  Districts  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.  Every  district  in  the  Little  Rock  Conference  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  its  quota.  The  Ruston  District  leads  the  Area  percentage- 
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wise  with  157%  of  its  quota.  The  Little  Rock  District  leads 
numerically  with  2,748  subscriptions.  All  Little  Rock  Conference 
districts,  four  North  Arkansas  Conference  districts  and  four  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  districts  have  exceeded  their  quotas. 

The  report  also  shows  that  the  two  Arkansas  Conferences  to¬ 
gether  have  exceeded  their  overall  goal  by  reaching  105%  of  the 
combined  quotas,  while  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  now  reached 
87%  of  its  goal.  Also,  a  study  of  the  reports  shows  that  22  Arkansas 
pastoral  charges  have  not  made  reports  while  there  are  26  charges 
in  Louisiana  yet  to  be  heard  from.  Indications  are  that  when  all 
reports  have  been  received  that  the  final  tabulation  will  be  a  num¬ 
ber  of  subscription  approximately  equal  to  that  of  1958  when  a 
record  circulation  was  reported  for  the  two  states. 

Your  editor  and  each  member  of  the  staff  of  the  publications 
feels  a  great  sense  of  appreciation  to  all  who  have  made  this  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  all  the  circulation  campaigns.  We  are  mind¬ 
ful  that  the  efforts  of  many  have  been  combined  to  make  this  pos¬ 
sible.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  has  been  most  cooperative.  District 
Superintendents  and  District  Directors  have  given  devoted  and 
aggressive  leadership  in  their  respective  districts.  But  all  these 
would  want  us  to  commend  pastors  and  local  church  lay  persons 
who  have  worked  with  them  in  this  short  period  of  time  to  main¬ 
tain  the  same  high  level  of  circulation.  To  all  these  we  are  espe¬ 
cially  indebted,  and  we  pledge  our  continued  efforts  to  serve 
Methodists  in  these  two  states  in  every  way  we  can. 

Further  published  reports  will  show  only  additional  subscrip¬ 
tions  received  from  a  charge  with  new  charge  totals,  and  also  a 
revised  district  total. 
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MRS.  E.  H.  FARR  recently  donated  song  books 
to  the  Youth  Division  of  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Winnfield  as  a  memorial  to  her  moth¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Lovell.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Winn¬ 
field  Methodist  Church  in  January.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Townsend  showed  pictured  taken  on  his  recent 
evangelistic  mission  to  South  America.  Rev.  R. 
H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ROBERT  WHITTEMORE,  Professor  of  Philo¬ 
sophy,  was  the  speaker  at  the  dinner  meeting 
of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Friday  evening,  Jan.  23. 
He  spoke  on  the  subject  “Two  Messiah  and  One 
Prophet.”  Dr.  J.  P.  Curl  is  president  of  the  Club. 
Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  dedicated  the 
Winnfield  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
February  8.  Others,  besides  the  pastor,  Rev.  R. 
H.  Staples,  participating  in  the  service  were 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  Rev.  P.  M.  Caraway  and 
Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry.  T.  H.  Harrel  presented  the 
building  for  dedication. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  C.  B.  STUNTZ,  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  India  and  Pakistan,  visited  the 
Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  Jan.  25.  Dr.  Stuntz  spoke  at  the 
morning  worship  service.  Miss  Pat  Alexander 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  5:30  p.m.,  service. 
Miss  Alexander,  a  young  Missionary,  has  just 
returned  from  Cuba.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

WILLIAM  G.  KOONCE,  who  has  served  as 
choir  director  at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  will  leave  New  Orleans  early  in 
February  to  begin  active  duty  as  an  ensign  in 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Reserve.  He  will  report  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  will  be  assigned  to  the  USS 
McNair  (Destroyer).  This  ship  will  be  operating 
with  the  Atlantic  Fleet.  Mr.  Koonce  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Koonce,  New  Orleans.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Tulane  University,  with  a  major 
in  accounting. 

ONSTRUCTION  on  the  new  parsonage  at  the 
St.  Francisville  Methodist  Church  is  nearing 
completion.  Less  than  a  week  of  work  remains 
to  be  completed  inside,  and  it  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy.  The  building  consists  of  a  large  living 
room  with  dining  area,  kitchen,  family  room, 
study,  three  bed  rooms  and  two  baths.  It  is  of 
wood  construction  and  has  a  central  heating 
system.  Rev.  Marshall  C.  Paine  is  pastor  of  the 
church.  Edward  Daniel  is  chairman  of  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  of  the  church. 


REV.  ROSE  CARITHERS  delivered  the  last  in 
a  series  of  nine  messages  on  “Stewardship 
Life”  at  the  Pearl  River  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday  evening,  Jan.  18.  Credits  were  given 
those  attending  six  out  of  the  nine  sessions.  Rev. 
Charles  Flurry,  a  Baptist  Minister,  spoke  to 
members  of  the  MYF  of  the  Pearl  River  Church, 
and  spoke  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
church  on  Sunday,  Jan.  25.  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers, 
and  Rev.  Rose  P.  Carithers  are  pastors  of  the 
Pearl  River  Charge. 

LT.  CDR.  WOOD,  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Air  Station, 
Alvin  Colender  Field,  New  Orleans,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  November  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church. 
Christmas  plays  were  presented  at  the  church  by 
the  children  and  young  adults  of  the  Sunday* 
School,  in  place  of  the  December  meeting  of 
the  Club.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Club  was  held 
on  January  8  at  the  church.  It  was  decided  at 
this  meeting  to  join  the  1000  Club.  Walter  Harris, 
assistant  district  lay  leader,  was  speaker  for  the 
evening.  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  JOHN  O.  GROSS,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education’s  Division  of  Educational  Institutions, 
is  recovering  satisfactorily  following  a  recent 
illness,  members  of  the  family  reported.  Dr. 
Gross  was  advised  by  his  physician  to  take  a 
period  of  rest  following  the  annual  meetings  of 
the  General  Conference  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Higher  Education  and  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Jan.  8-14.  He  is  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  commission,  which  is  heading 
The  Methodist  Church’s  quadrennial  nation-wide 
emphasis  upon  higher  education  voted  by  the 
1956  General  Conference. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Castle  Manor  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  its  first 
meeting  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  12,  at  the 
church.  Special  guests  included  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  and  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel.  The  23  mem¬ 
bers  and  guests  attending  enjoyed  a  delicious 
supper  prepared  by  Mrs.  L.  N.  Hunsinger  and 
served  by  Mrs.  Hunsinger,  Mrs.  Leonard  J.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Marion  Rakestraw.  Slides  taken  during 
Dr.  Bowdon’s  visit  to  Methodist  schools,  mis¬ 
sions  and  hospitals  in  Bolivia  were  shown  with 
interesting  explanatory  comments  by  Dr.  Bow¬ 
den.  Rev.  Robert  Potter  is  pastor  of  the  Castle 
Manor  Church. 

THE  NEWLY  FORMED  CHOIR  of  the  Gilbert 
Methodist  Church  was  honored  at  a  banquet 
at  the  church  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  on  December  17,  1958.  Then  on  the 
following  Friday  evening,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Murphy  entertained  the  choir  with  a  tea  in  their 


Included  among  the  three  men  killed  in 
a  plane  crash  near  the  Little  Rock  Air 
Force  Base  on  Tuesday  evening,  February 
6,  was  Lt.  John  W.  Smith,  the  husband  of 
the  former  Jeanne  Mason,  who  until  Octo¬ 
ber  1  of  last  year  had  been  the  Director  of 
Methodist  Information  for  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area.  Lt.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were 
married  in  August  of  1958.  Mrs.  Smith’s 
address  is  143  Kansas  Circle,  Little  Rock 
Air  Force  Base,  Jacksonville,  Arkansas. 


home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Harris,  Jr.,  were 
co-hostesses.  There  are  30  members  in  the  choir. 
On  Sunday  night,  Dec.  21,  the  choir  presented  a 
cantata  at  the  church,  and  on  Monday  night,  Dec. 
22,  they  presented  the  cantata  at  the  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  A  new  public  ad¬ 
dress  system  has  been  installed  in  the  Gilbert 
Methodist  Church,  making  it  easier  to  hear  the 
sermons  and  the  numbers  rendered  by  the  choir. 
Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrich  is  pastor  of  the  Gilbert 
Church. 
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Haynesviile,  J.  H.  Midyeu  .  11  92  2  105** 

Heflin-Brushwood,  John  G.  Gieck  .  39  39** 

Hodge,  Terral  T.  Lowe  .  16  12  1  29** 

Homer,  Wm.  P.  Fraser  32  77  1  110** 

Jonesboro,  Loyd  E.  Williams  .  77  57  ....  134*2 

Lisbon-Arizona,  Geo.  P.  Goodwin  ....  4  35  39** 

Marion,  Ladell  J.  Futch  .  4  27  ....  31** 

Minden,  First  Church, 

Merlin  W.  Merrill  .  40  79  2  121** 

Lake  View,  Wm.  B.  Shaw  .  24  17  1  42** 

Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 

J.  L.  McClain  .  6  23  ...  29** 

Quitman,  Troy  Garrett  .  6  26  ..  .  32*4 

Ringgold,  Roy  Grant  .  9  33  42** 

RUSTON 

Grace  Church,  Henry  C.  Blount  .  18  53  71** 

Trinity,  Virgil  D.  Morris  .  212  172  384*2 

Salem-Hilly,  Warren  Taylor  .  14  18  3  35** 

Shongaloo- Whitehall, 

Wm.  Paul  Cassels  .  5  35  40** 

Sibley.  Robert  Shirley  .  18  2  20** 

Simsboro-Antioch,  J.  W.  Jones  .  5  19  24** 

Springhill,  W.  R.  Wendt  .  57  32  89* 

Wilhite,  R.  H.  Hearne  .  7  7 

TOTALS  .  698  1449  30  2177** 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Quota  2598 

Barksdale,  Harold  McClung  .  3  6  ...  9 

Belcher-Gilliam,  J.  L.  Beasley  11  49  60*3 

Bethany-Kiethville,  Kenneth  Norton  2  13  1  16 

Benton,  L.  A.  Carrington  .  4  16  ...  20 

Bethel,  Wm.  Holt  .  4  7  ....  11 

Blanchard,  Lawrence  Gilbert  9  10  .  ..  19 

Bossier  City-Curtis  Park, 

W.  V.  Sirman  .  5  5  3  13 

First  Church,  A.  M.  Brown  .  1  .  1 

Coushatta,  Fred  Schwendimann  .  7  19  3  29 

Ellerby  Road,  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  4  2  6 

Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  E.  L.  McKay  ....  12  12 

Greenwood,  R.  L.  Clayton  .  3  29  32** 

Hall  Summitt,  Dan  F.  Anders  6  33  39 

Haughton,  Edgar  C.  Dufresne  .  1  34  ....  35 

Ida-Hosston,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  2  26  28** 

Keatchie,  R.  Leonard  Cooke  .  3  2  1  6*3 

Logansport,  J.  B.  Grambling  .  5  38  43** 

Longstreet-Shiloh,  Porter  Caraway  23  3  2  28*4 

Mansfield,  Douglas  McGuire  .  14  57  1  72** 

Many,  John  B.  Koelemay  2  30  2  34** 

Mooringsport,  M.  C.  Cady  .  3  8  11 

Oil  City,  L.  M.  Sawyer  .  4  20  24* * 

Pelican-Converse,  Russell  Brown .  4  5  ....  9* 

Plain  Dealing,  A.  T.  Law  .  6  23  29** 

Pleasant  Hill,  Bob  L.  Lawton  14  ...  14** 

SHREVEPORT— 

Broadmoor,  George  W.  Harbuck  ...  127  76  3  206 

Caddo  Heights,  George  W.  Ross  ...  5  29  1  35 

Cedar  Grove,  Roy  E.  Mouser  1  107  108** 

First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  75  58  48  181 


Mangum  Memorial,  Ira  W.  Flowers  38  82  2  122 


Morningside.  G.  Eldred  Blakely  25  19  2  46 

Noel  Memorial,  G.  C.  Taylor  .  42  72  ...  114 

North  Highland,  Beverly  E.  Bond  2  17  2  21 

Park  Avenue,  George  Dameron  ....  11  36  47** 

Summer  Grove,  T.  M.  Lancaster  18  27  45** 

Trinity,  Floyd  Durham  .  10  6  16 

Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie  4  28  3  35 

Vivian,  James  C.  Whitaker  27  35  62 

Zwolle,  Wm.  T.  Hall,  Jr .  lt  23  34 

TOTALS  522  1076  74  1672 
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Report  No.  3 

Re-  Not  %  of 

District  Quota  New  new.  Due  Total  Quota 

Ruston  .  1387  698  1449  30  2177**  157% 

Monroe  . 1626  369  1305  49  1723**  105% 

Shreveport  2598  522  1076  74  1672  64% 

Alexandria  1086  302  953  35  1290**  119% 

New  Orleans  1616  455  796  29  1280  79% 

Baton  Rouge  . 2295  432  789  30  1251  55% 

Lafayette  . 1101  394  719  56  1169**  106% 

Lake  Charles  1287  223  825  8  1056  82% 

TOTALS  12,996  3394  7884  311  11589  89% 


FOR  SALE 

Late  model  Speed-O-Print  Mimeograph 
in  excellent  condition. 

50%  off. 

Call  or  write 

Henderson  Methodist  Church 
2400  S.  Maple,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


A  WHOLESOME  MIND 

A  mind  that  lacks  wholeness  is  not  quite  healthy.  We  resent 
being  told  that  we  have  an  unhealthy  mind  for  it  sounds  as  if  there 
was  some  taint  on  our  thinking,  some  poisonous  germ  in  our  ideas. 

But  a  mind  may  be  unhealthy  simply  because  it  has  lost  its  appe¬ 
tite.  When  we  lose  our  physical  appetite;  we  realize  all  is  not  well 
with  our  bodies.  But  we  may  lose  our  mental  appetite  and  think 
there  is  nothing  wrong.  In  fact,  we  feel  comfortable,  complacent, 
smug. 

This  loss  of  mental  appetite  was  the  first  symptom  of  the  mind’s 
unhealthiness  Jesus  attacked.  He  said,  “Woe  to  them  that  are  full.” 
It  was  the  self-satisfied,  the  Pharisaically  smug  and  self-righteous 
that  Jesus  had  so  much  trouble  in  reaching.  He  came  to  arouse  men’s 
appetite  for  the  good,  the  true,  the  beautiful.  He  came  to  stir  men’s 
higher  hungers  for  life’s  new  glories  and  greatness. 

He  sought  to  arouse  men’s  appetites  for  a  larger  and  richer  life 
which  God  meant  His  children  to  enjoy.  Recall  how  He  pictured  life 
as  a  royal  feast  to  which  men  were  invited. 

Our  failure  to  accept  reminds  me  of  an  acquaintance  who  went 
to  a  convention  in  a  distant  city.  After  registering  at  the  hotel,  he 
sought  out  all  the  cheap  lunch  counters  and  sidewalk  diners  to  save 
expenses.  After  punishing  himself  with  poor  meals,  he  discovered 
when  he  paid  his  bill  that  the  hotel  was  run  on  the  American  plan 
and  his  meals  were  included.  He  had  cheated  himself.  So  do  many 
of  us  cheat  ourselves  out  of  the  richest  blessings  of  God  by  not  wak¬ 
ing  up  mentally  to  what  might  be  ours. 

The  Master  sought  to  awaken  these  higher  hungers  of  our  na¬ 
tures  because  thereby  He  lessens  our  appetites  for  lower  things. 

Christ  helps  us  to  integrate  ourselves  by  lifting  our  lower  hun¬ 
gers  until  they  are  sublimated  into  the  higher  driving  forces  of  life. 
He  can  take  pride,  that  first  of  the  seven  deadly  sins,  which  poisons 
all  virtues  and  transform  it  into  usefulness.  Every  person  should 
take  pride  in  his  work,  not  that  it  may  reflect  glory  on  himself.  “Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  man  that  they  may  see  your  good  works 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.” 

Christ  can  take  sexual  desire,  which  is  such  a  powerful  drive  and 
so  often  proves  destructive  to  our  homes  and  health,  and  turn  it  into 
those  channels  which  produce  our  best  creative  works. 

Christ  can  redeem  our  pugnacious  instinct,  v/hich  turns  us  against 
others  in  anger  and  burns  us  up  in  the  process.  He  makes  us  good 
soldiers  of  the  faith  who  can  say  like  Paul,  “I  have  fought  a  good 
fight.” 

It  is  said  that  when  one  is  climbing  a  dangerous  ladder  or  cliff, 
it  is  better  to  look  up  than  down.  That  is  the  direction  Christ  gives  to 
our  minds  when  we  are  climbing  up  out  of  our  lower  natures.  Instead 
of  bidding  us  look  down  to  explore  the  abysses  of  our  sinful  natures, 
He  sets  our  thoughts  and  hungers  on  the  things  which  are  above. 

A  Scottish  minister,  Dr.  Thomas  Chalmers,  was  once  a  passenger 
on  a  pony  cart  traveling  between  two  villages  in  Scotland.  At  a  cer¬ 
tain  point  the  driver  gave  his  pony  a  sharp  flick  with  the  whip.  Dr. 
Chalmers  rebuked  the  driver  for  what  seemed  an  unnecessary  bit  of 
cruelty.  The  man  replied:  “Do  you  see  that  white  post  just  ahead? 
This  pony  always  used  to  shy  at  that  post.  Now  I  touch  him  with 
the  whip  to  give  him  something  else  to  think  about  and  he  does  not 
notice  the  frightening  post  any  more.”  That  experience  gave  Doctor 
Chalmers  the  idea  for  one  of  the  great  sermons  of  the  English  lan¬ 
guage,  “The  Expulsive  Power  of  a  New  Affection.” 

It  takes  new  thoughts  and  desires  to  drive  out  unwholesome 
temptations.  We  cannot  dispel  darkness  from  a  room  by  beating 
against  it  with  our  fists  or  our  worries.  We  turn  on  the  light.  The 
scriptural  injunction  is,  “Overcome  evil  with  good.” 

A  father  reported  the  other  day  that  his  little  son,  after  viewing 
so  many  TV  shows  of  violence,  asked,  “Dad,  is  it  better  to  stab  a 
man  or  to  shoot  him?”  When  our  children  are  being  played  on  by 
so  much  presentation  of  crime  and  violence,  it  behooves  us  to  bring 
into  our  homes  and  schools  the  spiritual  influences  which  tempt  them 
upward. 


mon  about  everybody  being  reunited  in  Heaven!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Thoughts  About  “Security” 

One  of  the  picturesque  features 
of  Europe  is  the  presence  of  many 
old  castles.  They  are  nearly  all  in  a 
poor  state  of  repair  these  days,  but 
if  you  will  use  your  imagination, 
you  can  conjure  up  all  sorts  of 
stories  of  brave  knights,  fair  ladies, 
shining  armor;  of  great  halls  filled 
with  noblemen  who  either  settled 
the  affairs  of  men  with  peace  or 
disturbed  them  with  war.  These 
castles  were  small  fortresses  which 
kept  off  the  onslaughts  of  enemy 
soldiers.  When  the  great  gates  were 
closed  there  was  a  high  degree  of 
security  within.  Often  there  was 
laughter  and  merry-making  inside 
the  walls  while  the  war  raged  out¬ 
side. 

There  is  a  lot  of  romance  attached 
to  them  from  our  distant  point  of 
observation,  but  after  all,  it  was  a 
pretty  narrow  existence,  even 
though  it  may  have  seemed  to  us  to 
be  a  happy  one.  The  so-called  No¬ 
bility  usually  took  the  attitude  that 
they  were  considerably  above  the 
people  of  the  surrounding  country¬ 
side.  And  even  though  they  had 
some  comforts  that  others  of  their 
day  did  not  have,  these  same  com¬ 
forts  were  accompanied  by  certain 
restrictive  customs  which  separated 
them  from  other  people.  Those  in 
the  castle  became  separated  from 
their  fellow-citizens  until  there 
came  a  time  when  the  people  who 
lived  around  them  had  no  interest 
in  them.  Then  there  would  come  a 
revolt  and  one-time  secure  rulers 
would  be  thrown  out,  killed,  and 


replaced  by  others  who  were  closer 
to  the  heart  of  the  people  around 
them. 

There  never  was  a  time  when 
people  could  live  very  long  to  them¬ 
selves.  As  sure  as  a  person,  a  family, 
a  state  or  nation  seeks  no  means 
of  identifying  itself  with  the  people 
around  them,  they  will  soon  find 
that  they  have  lost  their  ability  to 
understand  others  and  their  opin¬ 
ions.  Security  looks  fine  on  paper. 
But  security  is  a  fickle  mistress. 
Many  dream  of  financial  security, 
forgetting  that  it  easily  could  be  the 
means  of  causing  them  to  forget  the 
needs  of  others  who  are  not  so 
fortunate.  And  in  the  realm  of  mili¬ 
tary  security  we  fret  ourselves  into 
a  frenzy  trying  to  outdo  another  na¬ 
tion  in  armed  might,  forgetting  that 
it  is  Righteousness  that  “exalteth  a 
nation,”  instead  of  the  number  of 
military  divisions  that  it  can  send 
to  the  battlefield. 

Jesus  once  said  that  “Whoever 
would  save  his  life  must  lose  it.” 
Wasn’t  He  talking  about  pouring  out 
our  lives  into  the  lives  of  our  fel- 
lowmen  all  around  the  world?  It 
must  be,  because  the  surest  means 
of  winning  friendship  is  to  serve 
others  in  what  might  sometimes  be 
real  sacrificing.  Security  isn’t  some¬ 
thing  to  be  gained  by  amassing  ma¬ 
terial  values.  Queerly  enough,  it  is 
gained  by  giving  those  values  away. 
Foolish?  Perhaps;  but  Jesus  showed 
us  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  the 
real  spiritual  security  of  being  hap¬ 
py  children  of  God. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teachino.”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  February  22,  1959:  FACING  TRIBULATIONS  WITH  FAITH 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  24:1-44,  LUKE  21:5-36.  LESSON 
TEXT,  LUKE  21:5-36 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Take  heed,  watch;  for  you  do  not  know  when  the  time 
will  come.  Mark  13:33  (RSV) 


Today  we  have  the  final  lesson  in  Unit  4  in 
our  study  of  “The  Life  of  Jesus  Christ.”  The 
general  subject  of  the  eight  lessons  of  this  unit 
is  “Christian  Faith  and  Responsibility.”  The  sub¬ 
ject  for  this  final  lesson  of  the  series  is,  “Facing 
Tribulations  with  Faith.” 

The  setting  of  today’s  lesson  is  still  in  Jeru¬ 
salem.  It  is  possibly  in  the  late  afternoon  of 
Tuesday.  “The  Day  of  Questioning”  had  about 
come  to  an  end.  Four  different  groups  had  tried 
their  skill  at  confusing  and  discrediting  Jesus 
before  His  many  friends  gathered  to  hear  Him 
preach.  Each  group  had  posed  a  question  to 
Jesus  so  worded  as  to  require  skill  and  wisdom 
to  answer  without  hurt  to  Himself.  Jesus  an¬ 
swered  these  questions  with  such  skill  and  prac¬ 
tical  common  sense  that  He  retained  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  respect  of  His  friends  and  sent  His 
questioners  away  discredited  and  confused. 

It  appears,  from  the  Record  of  this  day,  that 
Jesus  must  have  spent  the  day  in  the  Temple 
meeting  His  questioners  and  between  questions 
preaching  and  teaching  the  people.  It  must  have 
been  in  the  late  afternoon  when  the  incidents  in 
today’s  lesson  began. 

Jesus  Foretells  Destruction  of  the  Temple 
And  Jerusalem 

We  are  told  that  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
had  been  rebuilt  by  Herod  the  Great  and  was 
completed  a  few  years  before  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
As  Jesus,  toward  the  end  of  this  day,  went  out 
of  the  Temple  with  His  Apostles,  one  of  them 
called  His  attention  to  the  great  buildings  about 
them.  Luke  says  “some  spake  of  the  Temple, 
how  it  was  adorned  with  goodly  stones  and 
gifts.” 

It  is  quite  likely  that  this  reference  to  the 
great  buildings  in  Jerusalem  was  born  of  a  sin¬ 
cere  pride  in  the  hearts  of  His  followers.  They 
were  proud  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  The  reply 
of  Jesus  to  that  statement  was,  “Seest  thou 
these  great  buildings?  There  shall  not  be  left  one 
stone  upon  another,  that  shall  not  be  thrown 
down.” 

This  statement  from  Jesus  must  have  come 
as  a  shock  to  His  apostles.  Jesus  was  speaking, 
not  only  of  the  destruction  of  the  Temple,  but 
of  the  destruction  of  the  whole  of  Jerusalem. 
Bear  in  mind  that,  although  the  apostles  be¬ 
lieved  that  Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah, 
their  conception  of  the  Messiah  was  colored  by 
the  common  belief  of  Jews  generally  that  the 
Messiah  would  be  the  deliverer  of  Jerusalem  and 
the  One  to  free  the  Jewish  nation  of  all  foreign 
domination.  Now  this  Messiah,  in  whom  they 
had  professed  faith  is  talking  of  His  own  death 
at  the  hand  of  His  enemies  and,  also,  of  the  utter 
destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

Questions  By  Four  of  the  Apostles 

Luke,  in  recording  this  period  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  says,  “And  in  the  day  he  was  teaching  in 
the  temple;  and  at  night  he  went  out,  and  abode 
in  the  mount  that  is  called  the  Mount  of  Olives.” 

Our  lesson  text  tells  us  that,  “as  he  sat  on  the 
Mount  of  Olives”  Peter  and  James  and  Andrew 
came  to  Him  privately  with  some  important 
questions.  It  is  quite  likely,  as  they  sat  on  the 
side  of  the  Mountain  overlooking  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  that  a  view  of  the  city  came  to  them 
through  the  gathering  twilight  or,  if  it  was  al¬ 
ready  dark,  the  lights  of  the  city  were  before 
them. 

The  three  apostles  came  to  Jesus  with  three 
questions  all  crowded  into  one  statement. 


(1)  “When  shall  these  things  be?”  was  the 
first  of  these  questions.  Jesus  had  told  them  of 
the  coming  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
Temple.  Now  the  disciples  ask  Jesus  when  this  is 
to  take  place.  Jesus  did  not  name  any  dates  but 
told  them  of  some  things  that  would  be  happen¬ 
ing  that  would  warn  them  of  the  approaching 
destruction.  The  apostles  must  have  heeded  this 
warning  since  the  Christian  church  was  able  to 
survive  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

(2)  Matthew  adds  the  question,  “'What  shall 
be  the  sign  of  thy  coming?”  Jesus  named  some 
conditions  that  would  prevail  before  His  return 
to  earth  but  He  definitely  told  the  Apostles  that 
no  one  would  know  the  time  of  His  coming.  One 
very  definite  thing  Jesus  did  say  about  it  was, 
“For  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of 
man  cometh."  Matthew  24:44.  Consequently, 
when  people  become  so  certain  that  Christ  is 
about  to  return  we  may  be  sure  that  they  are 
mistaken  because  it  will  happen  “in  such  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not.” 

(3)  The  third  question  the  apostles  asked, 
according  to  Matthew’s  go'spel,  was,  What  shall 
be  the  sign  “of  the  end  of  the  world?”  Here 
again  Jesus  tells  the  disciples  that  no  one  knows 
the  time  of  the  end  of  the  world,  not  even  the 
angels  or  even  the  Son  of  man.  Jesus  said  that 
this  time  was  known  only  to  God  the  Father. 

Prophecies  Here  Are  Hard  To  Uniangle 

The  three  synoptic  Gospels  give  a  record  of 
the  prophecies  of  Jesus  on  leaving  the  Temple, 
Tuesday  evening.  The  three  records  of  this  event 
are  found  in  Matthew  23,  Mark  13  and  Luke  21. 

One  needs  but  to  read  these  three  chapters, 
different  records  of  the  same  event,  to  see  that 
it  is  quite  difficult,  at  times,  to  determine  just 
where  Jesus  is  talking  about  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  where  He  is  discussing  His  own 
return  to  earth  and  where  He  is  referring  to  the 
end  of  the  world. 

Signs  of  the,  Times 

We  hear  much  today  about  the  “Signs  of  the 
time.”  There  are  those  who  sight  certain  events 
as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  we  live  in  the  very 
shadow  of  the  end  of  the  world. 

The  fact  of  the  business  is  that  the  signs 
which  Jesus  said  would  precede  His  return  to 
earth  and  the  end  of  the  world  are  so  general 
that  practically  every  generation,  including  the 
Apostles,  have  seen  events  that  have  led  some 
to  declare  that  the  end  of  the  world  was  at  hand. 
False  prophets,  wars,  earthquakes,  famines, 
marrying  and  being  given  in  marriage,  religious 
persecution  are  all  events  common  to  almost  any 
generation.  It  is  possible  that  Jesus  named  such 
common  signs  as  evidence  since  these  great 
events  might  occur  in  any  generation. 

New  Testament  Teaches  Christ's  Return 
And  End  of  World 

New  Testament  writers  definitely  believed 
that  Christ  was  to  return  to  the  earth.  They  even 
expected  His  return  while  they  were  yet  alive. 
Jesus  said  enough  about  His  return  and  the  end 
of  the  world  that  we  know  these  events  are  part 
of  His  teachings. 

Since  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  are 
one,  there  are  those  who  say  that  Jesus  did  re¬ 
turn  to  earth,  as  the  Holy  Spirit,  on  the  day  of 
Pentetcost  and  that,  as  Comforter  and  Com¬ 
panion,  He  has  been  in  the  world  since  that 
time.  There  are  others  who  interpret  Christ’s 
teachings  on  the  subject  to  mean  that,  at  the  end 


of  the  world,  He  will  return  in  bodily  form  as 
at  the  time  of  His  earthly  ministry. 

Which,  if  either  of  these  groups  has  the  full, 
final  interpretation  of  these  teachings  of  Jesus 
we  do  not  know  and  will  not  know  until  we  have 
a  larger  light  on  the  subject  from  another  world. 

The  writer  was  on  the  active  roll  of  minis¬ 
ters  in  The  Methodist  Church  for  forty-five 
years.  During  that  long  period  he  never  gave 
the  full  time  of  a  sermon  to  a  discussion  of  the 
second  coming  of  Christ.  While  the  subject  is 
very  interesting  to  some,  to  the  writer  it  always 
seemed  so  indefinite,  as  compared  to  other  mat¬ 
ters,  that  he  never  gave  an  entire  sermon  to 
discussing  it.  The  end  of  life,  for  all  of  us,  is  not 
uncertain  or  indefinite.  It  may  come  anytime 
and  it  will  come  within  a  comparatively  narrow 
range  of  years.  It  has  always  been  our  feeling 
that  we  should  be  ready  to  live  and  ready  to 
die.  When  we  have  made  these  preparations,  we 
need  have  no  uneasiness  about  anything  else. 

All  down  through  the  Christian  era  there 
have  been  those  who  have  sought  for  the  Beast 
of  Revelation  which  would  indicate  that  the  end 
of  time  was  near.  That  Beast  was  found  in  Cae¬ 
sar  by  the  people  of  his  day.  Then  it  was  the 
Pope  of  Rome.  In  modern  times,  Kaiser  Wilhelm, 
Mussolini,  Hitler  and  Stalin  each  served  as  the 
Beast  of  Prophecy  in  his  turn. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Hitler,  we  ran 
an  editorial  in  The  Arkansas  Methodist  under 
the  caption,  “Wanted,  a  New  Beast  for  the  Crisis 
Prophet.”  There  were  those  who  found  that  Hit¬ 
ler  and  the  Beast  of  Prophecy,  666,  were  identi¬ 
cal  by  using  a  process  that,  at  the  time,  was 
very  impressive  for  some.  If  one  writes  out  the 
alphabet  in  order  and  then,  beginning  with  A 
puts  beside  each  letter  100,  101,  102,  etc.,  if  he 
will  then  add  the  total  of  the  numbers  opposite 
the  letters  H,  I,  T,  L,  E,  R,  he  will  find,  strange 
to  say,  the  total  is  666.  That  sounded  very  im¬ 
pressive,  while  Hitler  was  threatening  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  world.  Today  it  sounds  more 
foolish  that  it  did  impressive  at  that  time. 

What  May  We  Know  About  The  Future? 

If  our  efforts  to  solve  some  of  the  mysteries 
of  God  about  the  future  are  as  unsuccessful  as 
some  of  His  apostles,  we  need  not  be  surprised. 
It  was  the  Apostle  John,  one  of  the  disciples 
closest  to  Jesus,  who  wrote  in  I  John  2:18,  “Lit¬ 
tle  children,  it  is  the  last  time:  and  as  ye  have 
heard  that  antichrists  shall  come,  even  now  are 
there  many  antichrists;  whereby  we  KNOW  it 
is  the  last  time.”  Two  thousand  years  have 
passed  since  John  wrote,  and  times  goes  on. 

One  thing  we  may  know  about  the  end  of 
the  world,  according  to  Jesus,  and  that  is  that 
we  do  not  and  cannot  know  when  it  will  be. 
One  thing  we  may  know  about  our  future,  so 
far  as  life  is  concerned,  is  that,  at  most,  it  is  very 
short.  We  have  Christ’s  promise  that  we  are  to 
live  because  He  lives.  On  that  fact  we  may  rest 
the  hope  of  living  on  after  death  here.  We  may 
know,  if  we  believe  Christ’s  promises,  that  there 
will  be,  somewhere  in  God’s  universe,  a  place 
prepared  for  those  who  trust  and  serve  the 
living  Christ. 

We  ought  to  know,  by  now,  that  it  does  no 
good  to  worry  about  what  is  to  happen  in  the 
future  world,  if  we  live  right.  Our  only  hope  for 
peace  of  mind  and  heart  is  an  unqualified  trust 
in  the  promises  of  God.  We  ought  to  know,  by 
now,  that  there  is  no  promise  for  those  who  re¬ 
ject  God’s  plan  for  life.  The  brightest  hope  such 
people  have  for  the  future  is  as  black  as  “outer 
darkness.”  Someone  has  said,  “I  know  not  what 
the  future  holds,  but  I  know  Who  holds  the 
future.”  Knowing  the  God  Who  holds  the  future 
in  His  hands  should  bring  peace  to  any  heart. 

What  Does  It  Mean  To  Watch? 

More  than  once  Jesus  warned  His  disciples 
to  “watch.”  We  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  meant, 
by  this  exhortation,  that  we  are  to  be  star  gaz¬ 
ers,  living  life  in  a  sense  of  uneasiness  and  in¬ 
security  lest  the  unexpected  happen  when  we 
are  unawares.  We  are  not  to  be  like  watchmen 
whose  main  responsibility  is  to  be  on  the  watch 
for  fire  or  theft.  Life,  as  a  Christian,  means  much 
more  than  being  alert  to  threatened  danger. 

As  Christians,  our  major  responsibility  here 
is  to  express  our  love  for  God  and  man  by 
consecrated  and  helpful  service.  If  our  lives  are 
consecrated  to  God,  we  should  be  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  needs  of  others  than  we  are 
about  our  own  dangers. 
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Area  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 

REPORT  NO.  3— THROUGH  SATURDAY  NOON,  FEBRUARY  7,  1959 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Charge  and  Pastor _ 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1126 

Amity,  Joe  Arnold  .  1 

ARKADELPHIA  CT.,  Robert  Irvin. 

First  Church,  J.  Edwin  Dunlap .... 

St.  Andrew,  John  McKnight  .  3 

Bismarck  Ct.,  Marvin  Wilkins 

Dalark  Ct.,  W.  A.  Lea  . 

Delight  Circuit,  James  Batts  .  7 

Friendship  Circuit,  W.  M.  Crow  .  10 

Glenwood  Circuit,  John  W.  Rushing.. 

Gurdon,  Joe  R.  Phillips  .  7 

HOT  SPRINGS  Ct.,  David  Cavnor-, 

First  Church,  Fred  R.  Harrison  .... 

Grand  Avenue,  Alfred  I.  Doss  .... 

Fountain  Lake-Oma, 

Connie  Robbins  . 

Oaklawn,  Clyde  T.  Parsons  . 

Pullman  Hgts.,  Winslow  E.  Brown 
Tigert  Memorial-Morning  Star, 

J.  Walker  . 

MALVERN— 

First  Church,  Virgil  Keeley  .  35 

Keith  Memorial,  Zane  Williams 

St.  Paul,  Allan  E.  Hilliard  .  4 

Mt.  Ida  Ct.,  Joe  W.  Hunter  .  14 

Murfreesboro,  Robert  W.  Johnson.. 

Okolona  Ct.,  W.  H.  Watson  .  9 

Piney  Grove-Gardner, 

J.  C.  Van  Horn  . 

Rockport  Ct.,  Robert  Dale  Orr  .  11 

Shorewood  Hills.  Gerald  K.  Hilton 
Sparkman-Macedonia, 

W.  Braska  Savage  .  3 

Princeton  Ct.,  A.  J.  Lightfoot  ... 

TOTALS  -. . 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1891 

Bearden,  Gerald  K..  Fincher  .  3 

Bradley,  Dewey  L.  McCauley  .  11 

Buckner  Ct.,  Giles  B.  Pixley  .  9 

Dumas  Memorial-Lisbon, 

Oscar  Haire  . 

Calion-Quinn,  Wendall  Barbaree 
CAMDEN.  First  Church, 

Francis  A.  Buddin  .  30 

Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller  .  11 

Timothy-Westside-Buena  Vista, 

W.  Hudnall  .  14 

Chidester  Ct.,  Palmer  Gamer 

Columbia  Ct.,  Larry  Nicholson  .  6 

EL  DORADO— 

First  Church,  Cecil  R.  Culver  .  45 

Centennial-Bethel,  John  T.  Bolding 

St.  Luke,  W.  S.  Cazort  . 

Vantrease,  M.  E.  Scott  .  17 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  . 

Harmony  Grove,  Claud  R.  Roy  .  8 

Holly  Springs  Ct.,  Waymon  Keel  .  11 

Huttig-Boldlng,  Myron  C.  Pearce  .... 

Junction  City  Ct.,  O.  Wendell  Hoover 
Lewisville,  David  M.  Hankins,  Jr... 

Louann  Ct.,  Robert  H.  Jackson .  4 

Magnolia  Ct.,  Elbert  Marlar  .  3 

First  Church,  C.  Ray  Hozendorf ... 

Jackson  Street,  John  W.  Lindsay  . 
Marysville-Fredonia,  C.  E.  Lawrence 

Norphlet.  Ralph  S.  Mann  .  4 

Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 

Noel  Cross  .  5 

Smackover,  Harold  D.  Sadler  .  8 

Stephens,  Bryan  Stephens  .  9 

Strong-Wesley,  Charles  Ogden  . 

Taylor  Ct.,  James  Ford  .  4 

Union-Rhodes  Chapel,  Ernest  Hays.  ..  1 

Village  Ct.,  Eugene  Gilliam  .  9 

Waldo-Willisville,  R.  L.  Diffee  .  2 

TOTALS  . 

HOPE  DISTRICT— Quota  1202 

Ashdown.  A.  C.  Carraway  .  15 

Bingen  Ct.,  P.  D.  Alston  . .'.■■■■  9 

Blevins  Ct.,  J.  R.  Callicott  .  7 

Center  Point  Ct.,  Bruce  Bean  .  14 

DeQueen,  Fred  L.  Arnold  .  17 

Dierks-Greens  Chapel,  W.  P.  Walker 
Doddridge  Ct.,  DeWitt  Harberson  ... 

Emmett  Ct.,  Clyde  Swift  .  6 

Foreman-Wade’s  Chapel, 

Fred  H.  Arnold  .  1 

Fouke-Boyd,  Bun  Gantz  .  5 

Garland-Pleasant  Hill, 

J.  Wayne  Mann  .  1 

Hatfield  Ct.,  W.  R.  Johnson  .  4 

Hope,  Rufus  F.  Sorrells  .  37 

Horatio  Ct.,  Charles  E.  Messer  .  12 

Lockesburg  Ct.,  Omma  L.  Daniels 

Mena,  W.  D.  Golden  . t. .  9 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  E.  T.  McAfee 
Mt.  View-Shady  Grove, 

Hermon  W.  Worthy  .  20 

Nashville,  Curtis  Williams  .  22 

Prescott,  Alfred  DeBlack  .  2 

Prescott  Ct.,  L.  O.  Lee  .  3 

Pleasant  Hill.  Estel  W.  Adcock  1 

Rondo  Ct.,  James  E.  Robken  .  7 

Springhill  Ct.,  James  Shaddox  2 

TEXARKANA,  College  Hill, 

James  E.  Simpson  .  27 

Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther  .  7 

Few  Memorial,  Leonard  D.  Yates 

First  Church,  Arthur  Terry  .  64 

Washington  Ct..  W.  C.  Onstead  11 

Winthrop  Ct.,  Earl  DeVasier  13 

TOTALS  . 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Quota  2734 

Austin  Ct.,  Albert  M.  Elder  .  1 

Bauxite,  C.  W.  Good  .  5 

BENTON— First  Church, 

Wm.  E.  Brown  .  33 

New  Hope-Point  View,  Cecil  Gill  4 
Parkview,  Edward  B.  Hollenbeck  8 
Bethlehem  Ct.,  J.  R.  Martin  7 

Bryant-Mt.  Carmel,  Robert  Regnier  13 

Carlisle,  O.  E.  Holmes  . 

Des  Arc-New  Bethel, 

Kenneth  M.  Goode  .  2 

DeValls  Bluff  Ct.,  Doyle  T.  Rowe  2 

Douglass ville,  John  B.  Hays  .  14 

Geyer  Springs, 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


1 

18 

19** 

3 

13 

"i 

17 

16 

68 

6 

90*  • 

3 

19 

22** 

6 

6 

"5 

20 

25 

7 

26 

3 

36** 

10 

15 

25*  * 

6 

28 

34*  • 

7 

40 

2 

49 

1 

5 

6 

31 

100 

10 

141  •• 

31 

72 

7 

110* 

8 

6 

1 

15 

18 

45 

8 

71.. 

5 

34 

1 

40** 

9 

1 

10 

35 

91 

7 

133*  • 

10 

23 

33*  • 

4 

22 

26** 

14 

38 

52** 

15 

56 

71*. 

9 

40 

i 

50** 

7 

13 

1 

21** 

11 

15 

1 

27** 

16 

16 

3 

37 

2 

42* 

9 

9 

260 

iota 

884 

1891 

52 

1196** 

3 

35 

38** 

11 

32 

1 

44** 

9 

23 

32 

3 

12 

15 

24 

24** 

30 

65 

4 

99 

11 

192 

203*2 

14 

60 

74*. 

12 

30 

3 

45 

6 

24 

30 

45 

892 

937*3 

3 

14 

17 

11 

17 

28** 

17 

105 

122** 

6 

6 

8 

8 

11 

21 

i 

33 

11 

49 

60*3 

8 

31 

39 

2 

39 

"2 

43 

4 

25 

6 

35** 

3 

4 

1 

8 

24 

138 

4 

166** 

17 

45 

2 

64 

2 

28 

30 

4 

34 

38** 

5 

27 

3 

35 

8 

75 

1 

84** 

9 

50 

59** 

1 

1 

"4 

26 

i 

31 

1 

25 

1 

27 

9 

29 

37 

2 

39 

i 

42** 

307 

2217 

31 

2555** 

15 

58 

4 

77*. 

9 

22 

31*  • 

7 

30 

37** 

14 

20 

34*  • 

17 

45 

5 

67** 

8 

27 

1 

36** 

12 

16 

28** 

6 

49 

55** 

7 

39 

46  ** 

5 

22 

27*4 

1 

5 

1 

7 

4 

21 

25 

37 

105 

5 

147 

12 

19 

31** 

10 

26 

i 

37** 

9 

55 

1 

65** 

2 

33 

4 

39  *• 

20 

4 

24** 

22 

48 

i 

71** 

2 

46 

4 

52 

3 

21 

1 

25** 

1 

3 

4* 

7 

24 

31** 

2 

26 

i 

29 

27 

25 

1 

53** 

7 

50 

1 

58** 

4 

11 

15* 

64 

134 

3 

201** 

11 

27 

2 

40*2 

13 

M 

1 

27** 

358 

1024 

37 

1419** 

6 

31 

80 

11 

21 

9 

15 

33 

18 

5 

22 


11 

36* 

120** 

15 
29 

16 
28 
33 

21 

13 

37 


Robert  W.  Trieschmann  .  15  26 

Hazen,  Doyle  T.  Rowe  .  3  44 

Hickory  Plains  Ct., 

Maurice  E.  Adkins  .  6 

LITTLE  ROCK— 

Asbury,  Otto  W.  Teague  .  10  51 

Capitol  View,  Orrie  L.  Thompson..  9  47 

First  Church,  Aubrey  G.  Walton  ....  7  1261 

Henderson,  Rolland  E.  Darrow  ....  10  26 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  .  15  40 

Hunter  Memorial,  Everette  Vinson  4  17 

Oak  Forest,  Irl  Bridenthal  .  15  25 

Pulaski  Heights, 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  .  90  83 

St.  Luke,  Elbert  B.  Jean  .  4  20 

St.  Mark's,  Stacey  Ollar,  Jr .  3 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards  .  46  97 

Trinity,  Carr  Dee  Racop,  Jr .  8  7 

Twenty-Eighth  St.,  George  Kerr  ....  5  36 

Winnfield,  J.  Ralph  Clayton  .  25  86 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  .  3  39 

Mabelvale,  Charles  W.  Baughman  ..  5  26 

Markham-Mt.  Pleasant, 

Louis  Averitt  . 6  5 

Pride  Valley,  John  Ross  .  2  2 

Primrose,  James  R.  Scott  .  9  24 

Roland-Martindale,  S.  T.  Hollowell  5  1 

Salem-Congo,  W.  Roy  Jordan  .  15  32 

Sardis-Bethel,  Robert  L.  Riggin  ....  4  15 

Traskwood  Ct.,  Wm.  C.  Chenault  ....  7  20 

TOTALS  .  411  2290 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— QuoU  938 
Arkansas  City,  Sammy  W.  Farrell  ...  1 

Crossett,  J.  B.  Hefley  .  8 

Crossett  Ct.,  Arthur  C.  White  .  4 

Dermott,  R.  B.  Moore,  Jr .  18 

Drew  Ct.,  Richard  Poss  .  2 

Dumas,  Harould  Scott  .  15 

Fordyce,  A.  J.  Christie  .  3 

Fountain  HiU  Ct.,  W.  E.  West  . 

Hamburg-Synder,  Guy  C.  Ames  ....  2 

Hermitage  Ct.,  E.  Guy  Wilson  .  5 

Kingsland  Ct.,  James  W.  Beck  .  2 

Lake  Village,  Charles  G.  Ashcraft  ....  5 

Martin’s  Chapel,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  .  4 

“  "  “  ‘  -  -  -  .  35 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


41 

48 


65 

57** 

1268*3 


2  57 

3  24 

40 

4  177 

24 

3* 

....  143** 

15*» 
41* 

2  113 

2  44 

2  33 

11 

4 

2  35 

6 

3  50** 

1  20 

1  28** 

47  2748** 


Monticello,  Robert  O.  Beck 
McGEHEE — 

First  Church,  Herston  Holland 

Wesley.  Sammy  W.  Farrell  .  2 

Portland-Montrose,  Van  W.  Harrell  8 

Star  City,  Osborne  White  .  8 

Thornton  Ct.,  H.  R.  Nabors  .  3 

Tillar-Winchester,  Irl  Lancaster 


19 


Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  .  9 

Watson-Kelso,  George  C.  Bailey  ....  5 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron  .  5 

Wilmot-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell  5 

TOTALS  .  175 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— QuoU  1314 

Almyra,  Harold  E.  Wright  .  3 

Alth  eimer-W  abbaseka , 

Chas.  E.  Ramsey  .  7 

Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner, 

Claude  Clark  .  2 

Carthage,  Hursel  Richert  .  4 

DeWitt,  Howard  L.  Williams  .  15 

England,  Kirvin  A.  Hale  .  17 

Gillett,  D.  James  McCammon  .  6 

Glendale,  James  Scudder  .  4 

Grady,  George  W.  Warren  .  4 

Hu  mphrey-Humnoke , 

Eugene  Rushing  .  1 

Keo,  John  L.  Hoover  . . 

Leola  Ct.,  Robert  S.  Beasley  .  7 

Little  Prairie  Ct..  Ira  M.  Mitchell.  ..  1 

PINE  BLUFF— 

Carr  Memorial,  Cagle  Fair  .  6 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd  ....  29 
Good  Faith,  C.  Everette  Patton  .  ..  7 

Hawley  Memorial,  Geo.  E.  Reutz  6 
Lakeside,  John  M.  McCormack  ....  60 

St.  Luke,  Carlos  E.  Martin  .  2 

Sulphur  Springs,  Alva  C.  Rogers ...  3 

Wesley,  Clint  Burleson  .  16 

Whitehall,  C.  E.  Monroe  .  6 

Redfield.  James  Scudder  .  3 

Rison-Mt.  Carmel,  Louis  M.  Mulkey  36 

Roe  Ct..  Wm.  D.  Bone  . .  5 

Rowell  Ct.,  Elam  Turner  .  18 

Sheridan,  Horace  M.  Grogan  .  3 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone  .  3 

STUTTG ART- 

First  Church,  C.  M.  Atchley  .  1 

Grand  Avenue,  Vernon  Chalfant  ....  7 

TOTALS  .  282  1079 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— QuoU  1002 
BATESVILLE— 

Asbury,  Virgil  Hainsey  .  6 

Central  Avenue, 

James  R.  Chandler  .  16 

First  Church,  Lloyd  M.  Conyers  ... 
Bethesda-Cushman,  A.  Stewart  Aist 

Calico  Rock,  Otho  Strayhom  .  1 

Cave  City-Sidney,  Thomas  J.  Nation 
Concord-Wolf  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford  .... 

Cotter-Bull  Shoals, 

Gerald  D.  Hammett  .  3 

Desha-Salado,  John  W.  Sandage  .... 

Evening  Shade  Ct.,  O.  Ray  Moncrief 

Melbourne,  Burnell  Stephens  .  19 

Moorefield,  Richard  E.  Connell  .  5 

Mountain  Home,  Robert  B.  Howerton  24 
Mountain  Home  Parish, 

Harry  Jowett  . 3 

MounUin  View,  Ray  H.  Edwards  ....  " 

Newark-Oil  Trough,  B.  W.  Stallcup. 

Newark  Ct.,  Miss  Everne  Hunter  .... 

Newport,  First  Church,  John  Bayliss  22 
Umsted  Memorial.  Pryor  R.  Cruce  * 

Pleasant  Plains  Ct.,  Elsworth  Watson 
Salem,  H.  W.  Jinske  8 

Swifton-Alicia,  E.  C.  Hance  .  7 

Tuckerman,  W.  M.  Womack  .  6 

Viola  Circuit,  Ivan  R.  Wilson  15 

Yellville  Ct..  M.  L.  Kaylor 

TOTALS  . 


85 

93** 

40 

44*2 

28 

2 

48  ** 

23 

1 

26** 

40 

55** 

62 

3 

68 

21 

6 

27** 

49 

1 

52** 

20 

1 

26*  * 

16 

18 

29 

34** 

13 

i 

18 

24 

59** 

61 

3 

83** 

4 

6 

22 

30*  • 

44 

52** 

34 

37*  • 

62 

i 

70*2 

53 

4 

66 

23 

28* 

19 

"4 

28 

43 

2 

50** 

815 

29 

1019 •• 

1314 

16 

19* 

55 

62*2 

30 

32** 

18 

22 

54 

3 

72 

70 

87** 

29 

"i 

36** 

6 

10*2 

38 

42** 

29 

30** 

15 

15*  • 

22 

29** 

27 

28** 

38 

3 

47 

146 

4 

179** 

16 

23* 

38 

i 

45** 

82 

5 

147 

5 

1 

8 

17 

1 

21** 

19 

35*  * 

17 

23** 

2 

5 

25 

1 

62** 

20 

25*  * 

50 

68** 

50 

3 

56** 

33 

36  *• 

61 

2 

64 

51 

2 

60 

1079 

27 

1388** 

6 

22 

28 

16 

65 

1 

82** 

9 

82 

5 

96** 

6 

18 

1 

25 

1 

28 

1 

30 

8 

23 

2 

33  ** 

3 

21 

24** 

3 

32 

4 

39*  • 

1 

20 

21 

2 

14 

16 

19 

34 

53** 

5 

21 

i 

27** 

24 

149 

173*2 

3 

8 

1 

12 

10 

19 

29** 

7 

42 

i 

50** 

3 

14 

17 

22 

49 

2 

73** 

5 

48 

1 

54** 

3 

35 

2 

40 

8 

34 

42** 

7 

31 

38** 

6 

39 

45** 

15 

13 

"i 

29 

6 

35 

1 

42** 

198 

896 

24 

1118** 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— QuoU  1494 

Atkins,  W.  J.  Spicer  .  3  23 

Belleville-Havana,  John  Braden  . 

Bethel-Cato,  Maurice  Burroughs  .  1 

CONWAY — First  Church,  Joel  Cooper  45 

Salem,  Ralph  Evans  .  2 

Wesley  Memorial,  James  Beal  ....  9 

Danville,  Oscar  J.  Evanson  .  2 

Dardanelle,  O.  D.  Peters  . 

Dover-London,  John  J.  Harris  .... 

Greenbrier  Ct.,  Ralph  Hale  .  11 

Mayflower,  John  Glaze  .  2 

MORRILTON— 

First,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr .  7 

Morrilton  Ct.,  Carlos  Westerman  ..  2 

Naylor  Circuit.  Tom  English  .  3 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK— 

Amboy,  Bob  S.  Edwards  .  6 

Beacon,  Britt  Cordell  . .  8 

First,  W.  Henry  Goodloe  .  28 

Gardner  Memorial,  E.  B.  Williams  56 

Lakewood,  Worth  W.  Gibson  .  18 

Levy,  Jesse  Johnson  .  23 

Rose  City,  Joseph  Taylor  .  8 

Sylvan  Hills,  Norris  Steele  .  20 

Washington  Ave.,  Archie  N.  Boyd..  19 

Ola  Area,  Frank  Weatherford  .  20 

Oppelo-Perry,  Robert  Francis  .  2 

Perryville  Ct.,  W.  E.  Harris  .  18 

Plainview-Larger  Parish, 

Woodrow  Woods  . 15 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Farrell  Hatch  .  7 

Pope  County  Ct.,  Rayburn  Jackson.. 

Pottsville,  Muriel  Peters  .  3 

RUSSELLVILLE— 

First,  George  G.  Meyer  . 

Wesley,  Vernon  Anderson  .  11 

Vilonia  Ct.,  Howard  G.  Moore  .  3 

TOTALS  .  391 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Qu 
Bentonville,  Thurston  Masters  12 

Bentonville  Ct.,  Loyd  G.  Hardin  .  8 

Berryville,  Pharis  J.  Holifield  .  20 

Brightwater,  Wilbert  R.  Feagan  ....  9 

Centerton,  Felix  Holland  .  5 

Decatur,  Harold  Bailey  . 

Elm  Springs-Harmon, 

Marvest  Lawson  .  3 

Eureka  Springs,  Frank  Jones  .  5 

FAYETTEVILLE — Central, 

Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr.  . 

Wiggins  Memorial, 

Raymond  Dorman  .  14 

Gentry,  Joe  G.  Black  .  4 

Goshen,  Cleve  Yarbrough  .  3 

Gravette,  J.  Hilman  Byram  .  3 

Green  Forest  Area. 

W.  Leonard  Byers  .  14 

Lincoln-Summers,  C.  H.  Harvison ... 

Madison  County  Area,  J.  E.  Linam ... 
Morrow-Farmington,  Orval  Stahl  .... 

Pea  Ridge-Tuck's  Chapel, 

Aubra  O.  Hays  . 

Prairie  Grove,  Dewey  Dark  .  8 

Rogers,  W.  O.  Scroggin,  Jr . 

Siloam  Springs,  Edwin  B.  Dodson  .... 
SPRINGDALE— First  Church. 

George  Ivey  . 13 

Wesley,  Roy  Moyer  .  15 

Sulphur  Springs,  J.  Hillman  Byram  3 
Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

W.  C.  Hutton  .  5 

Wedington.  Walter  Pennel  .  2 

TOTALS  .  9-9.2 

FORREST  ciTY  DISTRICT— Quota  1177 
Aubrey-Lexa, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Thompson 
Cherry  Valley,  John  R.  Chapman 
Clarendon,  Louis  F.  LaFevers  .... 

Colt  Ct.,  T.  B.  Parmenter  . 

Cotton  Plant,  A.  W.  Harris  . 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish  Lake, 


Holly  Grove,  George  L.  McGhehey  .. 


27** 


20 

20 

1 

10 

11 

45 

79 

16 

140** 

2 

11 

13 

9 

31 

2 

42*  • 

2 

26 

3 

31** 

21 

32 

2 

55** 

16 

21 

37*2 

11 

13 

1 

25 

2 

5 

7*. 

7 

93 

3 

103*  • 

2 

15 

1 

18** 

3 

14 

1 

18 

6 

6 

6 

18*  • 

8 

6 

1 

15** 

28 

247 

5 

280** 

56 

55 

6 

117 

18 

19 

37** 

23 

69 

1 

93** 

8 

26 

34*  • 

20 

14 

i 

35 

19 

58 

77* 

20 

27 

47* 

2 

11 

i 

14 

18 

11 

1 

30** 

15 

24 

39* 

7 

17 

24 

2 

3 

2 

7 

3 

34 

37** 

322 

322*2 

11 

27 

38*2 

3 

19 

22 

391 

1388 

54 

1833** 

— Quota  1166 

12 

42 

2 

56 

8 

17 

1 

26*  * 

20 

26 

1 

47*. 

9 

18 

1 

28** 

5 

20 

25*  * 

12 

12** 

3 

48 

51** 

5 

2 

7 

41 

114 

10 

165 

14 

28 

1 

43*  * 

4 

17 

2 

23* 

3 

14 

17 

3 

30 

2 

35** 

14 

38 

1 

53** 

5 

30 

35** 

3 

30 

2 

35** 

6 

22 

1 

29** 

11 

11 

8 

32 

2 

42* 

16 

39 

55 

5 

55 

10 

70 

13 

113 

5 

131** 

15 

19 

1 

35** 

3 

7 

1 

11 

5 

12 

17 

2 

5 

7** 

222 

801 

43 

1066 

Hunter-Whitehall,  Gaston  Matthews 
Marianna-LaGrange, 


Marvell — 


Turrell-Gilmore,  W.  Frank  Shell 


WEST  MEMPHIS— 

First  Church,  Dan  R.  Robinson  ... 

Rosewood,  Vernon  Paysinger  . 

Wheatley-Moro,  Gail  J.  Anderson  .... 
Widener-Round  Pond, 


Alix  Circuit,  John  W.  Lee  . 

Alma,  Willis  H.  Harl  ............ 

Altus  Circuit,  Ronald  L.  Carr  . 

Barling,  M.  C.  Bevans  ..... 
Booneville,  Robert  P.  Sessions 
Branch  Circuit,  E.  F.  Flowers 
Charleston,  Charles  W.  Gjedde 

Clarksville,  David  P.  Conyers  . 

FORT  SMITH— 

First  Church,  Fred  G.  Roebuck  .... 

Fifth  Street.  Bennie  G.  Ruth  . 

Goddard  Memorial, 

Elmo  Thomason  . 

Wyatt  Memorial.  Frank  Clemmons 

Massard,  Earl  Hughes  . 

Midland  Heights,  W.  A.  Downum 
St.  Luke.  Paul  Kelley 

Greenwood,  Brady  Cook  . . . 

Hartford-Midland,  Willis  LeGrand 
Hartman  Ct..  Miss  Fern  Cook  .....  .. 
Huntington-Hackett,  George  J.  Kleeb 


25 

33 

.... 

58** 

2 

44 

47** 

1 

38 

39** 

8 

37 

45 

2 

28 

i 

31* 

2 

30 

32** 

2 

41 

43** 

4 

52 

2 

58*  * 

11 

68 

3 

82 

14 

79 

4 

97** 

3 

29 

32“ 

7 

41 

48** 

24 

"2 

26 

4 

73 

1 

78“ 

6 

69 

75*2 

5 

27 

32“ 

6 

14 

i 

21 

2 

21 

23* 

6 

25 

31“ 

8 

49 

"3 

60“ 

39 

38 

1 

78 

3 

1 

4 

1 

82 

83*2 

7 

27 

34 

14 

61 

"4 

79 

182  1031 
Quota  1996 

23 

1236* * 

1 

1 

3 

24 

27“ 

5 

7 

12 

1 

6 

7* 

7 

75 

"5 

87“ 

9 

37 

1 

47“ 

6 

6 

is 

82 

"i 

100* 

50 

160 

5 

215 

2 

13 

1 

16 

14 

41 

8 

63 

2 

12 

2 

16 

1 

15 

1 

17 

7 

32 

2 

41 

1 

20 

21 

12 

62 

3 

77** 

5 

22 

27 

29 

37 

i’ 

67“ 

4 

20 

24 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Eight 


Charge  and  Pastor 


New  Ren. 


Not 


Not 


Not 


Kibler-Dyer,  Lindsey  Holland  .  3  18 

Lamar,  Raymond  Hawkins  .  3  14 

Lavaca,  Charles  Nance  .  2  23 

Magazine  Circuit.  Raymond  Brooks  16  24 

Mansfield,  Kenneth  Renfroe  .  2  26 

Milltown-Washburn,  E.  C.  Dempsey..  4 

Mulberry,  Uriah  Smith  .  5  18 

New  Hope-Mt.  View,  W.  T.  Watson  .  3  23 

Ozark,  S.  O.  Patty  .  12  37 

Paris,  G.  B.  Ames  .  20  75 

Prairie  View-Scranton, 

Dave  Smitherman  .  16  17 

VAN  BUREN— First  Church, 

Harry  Weed  .  3  44 

City  Heights,  Olin  R.  Findley  .  7  15 

St.  John,  William  Wilder  .  8  27 

Waldron.  First  Ch.,  W.  P.  Connell.  ..  20  31 

Circuit,  C.  V.  Matthews  .  4  17 

TOTALS  .  296  1081 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Quota  1393 


Black  Oak-Macey,  Lamon  Bounds... 
BLYTHEVILLE— 


Brookland  Ct.,  Waymon  Hollis 


Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass . 


JONESBORO— 

First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  .... 
Huntington  Avenue,  Ben  F.  Jordan 

Fisher,  H.  M.  Sanford  .  3 

Keiser-Riverside,  B.  J.  Van  Cleve  .. 
Lake  View-Lake  City,  Lowell  Eaton . 


Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer 
Luxora,  Garland  C.  Taylor  . 


Marked  Tree,  Harold  D.  Womack 


Mt.  Carmel-Pleasant  Valley, 


Trumann,  Arvill  Brannoi 
Tyronza,  J.  M.  Barnett 


Weona-Center  View, 
J.  F.  Weatherford 


TOTALS  .  331  1131 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1119 

Beech  Grove,  Charles  P.  Reed  . 

Biggers-Reyno,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst  .... 

Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson 

Boydsville,  J.  D.  Lawrence  . 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  .  4 

Hardy-Ravenden,  M.  L.  Edgington 

Hoxie,  Wm.  O.  Hightower  . 

Hurricane-Harvey’s  Chapel, 


Imboden-Smithville,  Calvin  Roetzell 

Leonard  Ct.,  J.  B.  Harris  .  8 

Lorado  Ct.,  J.  T.  Holland  . 

Mammoth  Spring, 


Maynard,  L.  L.  Langston  . 

PARAGOULD— 

First  Church,  J.  Ralph  Hillis  .. 
Griffin  Memorial,  H.  L.  Robison 

St.  Mark’s,  J.  W.  Moore  . 

East  Parish,  A.  E.  Mcllveene 
West  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson 


Pocahontas,  Chas.  P.  McDonald,  Jr. 
Ravenden  Springs-Friendship, 


RECTOR— 
First  Church, 


Circuit,  Charles  Crossno  . 

Sedgwick-Egypt,  James  G.  Smith 

St.  Francis,  W.  G.  Conner  . 

Stanford-Warren’s  Chapel, 


TOTALS 


Antioch-Stony  Point,  Leon  Gilliam  .  . 
Augusta,  Sam  Auslam  . 


33 


4  51 

22*  • 
3  38* 

2  53** 

21 

53  1430 


8 

66 

74*3 

64 

18 

82*3 

5 

126 

4 

135 

9 

29 

38** 

5 

18 

"i 

24 

6 

23 

29 

8 

21 

i 

30*  * 

2 

15 

17*  • 

3 

23 

26** 

1 

16 

17 

7 

71 

i 

79** 

2 

26 

28 

17 

24 

41  •• 

38 

89 

5 

132 

25 

56 

4 

85*  • 

3 

23 

1 

27 

4 

20 

1 

25** 

1 

16 

17 

3 

34 

2 

39** 

5 

38 

1 

44** 

4 

15 

1 

20 

2 

38 

2 

42** 

20 

49 

1 

70*  • 

3 

36 

2 

41** 

6 

16 

1 

23 

3 

21 

24 

15 

68 

2 

85** 

25 

34 

59** 

16 

25 

41*  • 

8 

25 

33*  * 

7 

30 

2 

39*  • 

3 

15 

18* 

3 

7 

10 

32  1494“ 


Beebe-Ward,  James  W.  Workman 
Bellefonte-Bergman,  Oliver  Logan 
Bradford-Russell,  Joe  E.  Linam. ... 
Cabot,  John  S.  Workman  . 


Dam  a  scus-Fairbanks , 

Ronald  D.  Bagley  . 

Floyd-Vinity,  Graham  Sellers 
Griffithville,  W.  B.  Yount  ... 
Harrison,  Horace  M.  Lewis  . 


Judsonia,  J.  A. 


Marshall-Leslie,  John  H.  Barrett 


McRae,  Harold  S.  Bai 
Morgantown-Hopewell, 


Pangburn  Circuit,  Graham  Sellers 
Patterson  Circuit,  Kelley  Yount  .... 

Quitman  Circuit,  Owen  Washburn  .... 

Rosebud  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan  . 

SEARCY— First  Church, 

Alvin  A.  Murray,  Jr . 

Grace  Church,  Porter  Weaver  ....  _ 

Scotland  Circuit,  Jack  Blume  .  2 

Valley  Springs  Ct.,  Harry  Burke 

TOTALS  . 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


3 

42 

2 

47 

7 

14 

21** 

4 

28 

i 

33** 

2 

11 

2 

15 

4 

46 

1 

51** 

4 

23 

2 

29** 

15 

27 

42** 

5 

6 

1 

12 

23 

68 

1 

92*2 

8 

11 

19 

4 

10 

i 

15 

9 

17 

26*  • 

12 

17 

29** 

4 

14 

18 

17 

74 

7 

98 

9 

38 

2 

49 

6 

3 

1 

10** 

14 

14 

4 

30 

34 

13 

50 

2 

65** 

11 

29 

1 

41 

9 

1 

1 

11 

10 

54 

2 

66** 

4 

17 

2 

23 

2 

8 

10 

7 

17 

24*  • 

1 

38 

1 

40 

7 

13 

20 

6 

68 

2 

76*  * 

210 

788 

32 

1030 

iota 

1147 

5 

15 

20* 

20 

42 

3 

65** 

3 

21 

24*  • 

21 

93 

5 

119*2 

14 

35 

49** 

1 

17 

18 

3 

34 

3 

40 

3 

49 

2 

54** 

9 

9 

6 

7 

13 

1 

20 

i 

22** 

23 

85 

2 

110** 

1 

42 

2 

45 

47 

25 

72** 

4 

16 

1 

21 

2 

22 

24 

13 

24 

37** 

7 

46 

3 

56** 

18 

22 

40 

7 

14 

21 

1 

9 

10 

9 

14 

1 

24 

17 

14 

31 

2 

22 

24 

3 

13 

16 

26 

84 

4 

114** 

2 

15 

17** 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

263 

814 

27 

1104 

District 

Quota 

Report  No.  3 
Re- 

New  new. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

%  of 
Quota 

Little  Rock  .. 

2734 

411 

307 

2290 

47 

2748** 

101% 

Camden  . 

. 1891 

2217 

31 

2555** 

135% 

Conway 

. 1494 

391 

1388 

54 

1833** 

123% 

Jonesboro  . 

. 1393 

33] 

1131 

32 

1494** 

107% 

F°rt  Smith  . 

. 1995 

296 

1081 

53 

1430 

72% 

FEBRUARY  12, 

1959 

Total 

Charge  and 

Pastor 

New 

Ren.  Due  Total 

21 

Hope  . 

. 1202 

358 

1024 

37 

1419** 

118% 

17 

Pine  Bluff 

1314 

282 

1079 

27 

1388** 

106% 

28** 

Forrest  City 

. 1177 

182 

1031 

23 

1236** 

105% 

40** 

Arkadelphia 

. 1126 

260 

884 

52 

1196** 

106% 

28** 

Batesville  ... 

. 1002 

198 

896 

24 

1118** 

112% 

4 

Searcy  . 

. 1147 

263 

814 

27 

1104 

96% 

23** 

Fayetteville 

. 1166 

222 

801 

43 

1066 

91% 

28** 

Paragould 

. 1119 

210 

788 

32 

1030 

92% 

53** 

Monticello  . 

.  938 

175 

815 

29 

1019** 

109% 

99** 

TOTALS 

.19,707 

3886 

16239 

511 

20636 

105% 

Charge  and  Pastor 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1086 
ALEXANDRIA— 


Wesley-Pleasant  Grove, 


Ball-Clear  Creek,  H.  B.  Crammer 


Dodson-Eden-Siloam  Springs, 


Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe  . 
Glenmora,  D.  R.  Deen 


Jones ville,  A.  P.  Smith 
Lecompte-Cheneyville, 


Marksville-Simmesport,  Carl  Lipe... 
Marthaville,  Huey  P.  McFarland  .... 
Melder-Hineston,  Otis  Sharpe  . 


Mt.  Zion-Atlanta,  Dell  S.  Durand 
NATCHITOCHES— 

First  Church,  George  F.  Pearce 
Faith  Church.  Odell  Simmons  . 


Oak  Grove-Provencal.  W.  R.  Akin. 


Weaver-Davis  Springs,  J.  W.  Lee 
Whites  Chapel-ViUe  Platte, 

Mrs.  L.  Hickman  . 

Winnfield,  R.  H.  Staples  . 

TOTALS  . 


Amite,  G.  R.  Messer  .. 
Baker,  John  H.  Sewell 
BATON  ROUGE— 


Istrouma,  A.  Jerome  Cain 


North,  James  L.  Stovall  .. 
Wm.  B.  Reily  Memorial, 

Wm.  E.  Trice  . 

Winbourne,  Ruel  H.  Allen 

Bethel,  T.  J.  Smith  . 

Blackwater,  W.  O.  Lynch  .... 
Bogalusa-E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

R.  B.  Crichlow  . 

Carpenter's  Chapel-Meadors 


Clinton-Clear  Creek,  V.  M.  Culpepper 
Concord-New  Hope,  F.  F.  Griffin  .. 


Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  .... 

Jackson,  John  B.  Shearer  . 

Livingston  Ct.,  John  C.  Bonds 
Live  Oak,  Chas.  H.  Giessen  ... 
Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel, 

C.  J.  T.  Cotton  . 

Magnolia,  J.  W.  Keller  . 


Port  Allen,  Elisa  W.  Sandel  . 

St.  Helena,  Robert  Townsend 

Slaughter,  G.  H.  Corry  . 

Springfield,  James  W.  Lawton 
Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth  . 


TOTALS 


Abbeville,  R.  M.  Bentley 


Church  Point,  Joe  H.  Robinson 
CROWLEY— First  Church, 


Donaldsonville,  G.  A.  LaGrange 


Golden  Meadow,  Travis  Campbell 

Grand  Isle,  Travis  Campbell  . 

HOUMA— First  Church, 

B.  A.  Galloway  . 


Iota-Maxie,  James  L.  Adams 


LAFAYETTE 

Asbury,  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr 
Davidson,  Woodrow  Hearn. 


Melville,  O.  L  Golson 
Morgan  City,  R.  W.  Beni 
New  Iberia,  Jack  Cooke 


Pecan  Island,  Jerrold  Hoffpauir 
Port  Barre,  C.  J.  Thibodaux  . 


Thibodaux,  E.  W.  Day 
TOTALS 


Cameron-Grand  Chenier, 


42 

102 

9 

173 

10 

48 

58*  • 

4 

17 

1 

22 

14 

27 

3 

44*2 

5 

4 

9 

5 

17 

22** 

17 

34 

1 

52*  • 

4 

30 

34*  • 

4 

7 

1 

12 

3 

5 

8 

6 

31 

37** 

20 

20*2 

16 

i 

17 

17 

110 

3 

130*3 

1 

15 

2 

18** 

15 

40 

2 

57*2 

3 

20 

23*  • 

1 

1 

6 

6 

15 

28 

i 

44*2 

3 

12 

15 

14 

33 

47 

4 

4 

7 

27 

i 

35** 

2 

24 

26** 

28 

30 

i 

59*2 

8 

24 

i 

33** 

15 

63 

2 

80** 

8 

18 

26** 

16 

12 

4 

32** 

3 

8 

11** 

7 

3 

i 

11** 

16 

54 

70*3 

10 

43 

i 

54** 

302 

953 

35 

1290** 

—Quota  2295 

12 

41 

53** 

1 

1 

51 

68 

5 

124 

5 

10 

4 

19 

5 

37 

42 

9 

10 

1 

20 

24 

24* 

19 

27 

8 

54 

2 

2 

29 

10 

39 

18 

15 

1 

34*  • 

59 

18 

77** 

22 

69 

1 

92** 

4 

5 

2 

11 

6 

19 

2 

27 

9 

1 

10*  • 

5 

17 

22*  • 

1 

30 

31** 

14 

49 

i 

64** 

2 

5 

7 

3 

7 

10 

16 

60 

76* 

6 

42 

48*  • 

6 

11 

17 

7 

7 

2 

16 

12 

9 

21*  • 

5 

4 

9 

8 

4 

12** 

6 

32 

38*  • 

2 

43 

45 

2 

2 

8 

8 

12 

12 

4 

4 

2 

44 

46** 

30 

3 

33*3 

12 

23 

35 

6 

19 

1 

26* 

17 

22 

1 

40 

432 

789 

30 

1251 

Quota 

1101 

19 

30 

49** 

9 

28 

37* 

3 

11 

i 

15* 

49 

31 

4 

84“ 

28 

26 

54*2 

6 

26 

32*3 

5 

20 

25“ 

24 

56 

1 

81** 

20 

9 

29* 

5 

5* 

15 

41 

3 

59 

9 

31 

40“ 

21 

1 

1 

23“ 

35 

65 

100*2 

3 

12 

15“ 

6 

12 

18 

2 

11 

13 

44 

96 

29 

169“ 

2 

3 

5 

10 

14 

24 

3 

11 

2 

16 

49 

55 

11 

115“ 

6 

40 

2 

48“ 

5 

16 

21“ 

1 

15 

16*4 

3 

11 

14*2 

1 

8 

9“ 

4 

18 

2 

29“ 

12 

17 

29“ 

394 

719 

56 

1169** 

—Quota  1287 

1 

4 

5* 

3 

29 

1 

33“ 

7 

38 

45*  • 

New 

Ren. 

Due 

Total 

2 

21 

23“ 

3 

53 

56*4 

7 

36 

43“ 

1 

32 

33*3 

3 

35 

38** 

2 

33 

35“ 

1 

1 

2 

10 

37 

i 

48 

1 

20 

21** 

11 

18 

29“ 

2 

10 

1 

13*2 

20 

88 

108 

9 

9 

18“ 

11 

15 

26 

13 

25 

1 

39 

25 

26 

51“ 

16 

47 

3 

66** 

5 

20 

25 

4 

19 

1 

24** 

1 

8 

9** 

1 

11 

12 

29 

54 

83 

12 

22 

34“ 

22 

86 

108*3 

223 

jota 

825 

1626 

8 

1056 

34 

72 

1 

107“ 

35 

10 

45*3 

4 

2 

i 

7 

6 

24 

30*2 

3 

21 

24“ 

6 

57 

4 

67“ 

2 

20 

5 

27“ 

2 

30 

1 

33 

5 

15 

1 

21 

17 

53 

70*2 

8 

24 

1 

33** 

1 

23 

1 

25*2 

2 

5 

9 

16 

3 

23 

2 

28“ 

.4 

-52 

1 

57“ 

DeRidder,  Wesley,  James  C.  Skinner 

Elton,  Donald  Hall  .  3 

Eunice,  Wilson  Watson  .  7 

Florien,  S.  W.  Lantrip  .  1 

Gueydan,  George  W.  Harkins  .  3 

Hornbeck,  Henry  Pickett  .  2 

Iowa,  Robert  R.  Miller  .  1 

Jennings,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  .  10 

Kinder.  Raymond  Crofoot  .  1 

Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Winegeart  .  11 

LAKE  CHARLES— 

Fairview,  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr . 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg  . 

Northside-Moss  Bluff, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr .  9 

Oak  Park,  H.  A.  Gibbs  .  11 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  .  13 

Westlake,  Rex  Squyres  .  25 

Leesville,  C.  Robert  McCammdn  16 

Maplewood,  Oakley  Lee  .  5 

Merryville,  Louis  Coppage  .  4 

Oberlin,  James  C.  Skinner  .  1 

Raymond,  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  1 

Sulphur,  E.  R.  Haug  . .’. .  29 

Vinton,  W.  F.  Howell  .  12 

Welsh,  Don  Risinger  .  22 

TOTALS  . ,. .  223 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Quota  1626 

BASTROP— 

First,  Luther  L.  Booth  .  34 

Memorial-Beekman, 

Brady  B.  Forman  .  35 

Circuit,  W.  L.  Strong  .  4 

Bonita-Jones,  Byron  Crosby  6 

Collinston  Ct.,  S.  B.  Dampier 

Columbia,  D.  T.  Williams  .  6 

Crowville,  E.  H.  House  .  2 

Delhi,  Ira  Love  .  2 

Ferriday,  J.  P.  McKeithen  .  5 

Gilbert-Beouf  Prairie, 

R.  K.  Friedrich  .  17 

Grayson  Ct.,  C.  Ed  Henkel  .  8 

Harrisonburg-Clayton,  F.  P.  Corie 
Holly  Ridge-Crew  Lake,  Cecil  Mims 

Kilbourne  Ct.,  John  D.  Bell  .  3 

Lake  Providence,  George  D.  York ...  .  4 

Lapine  Ct.,  Wallace  Reeves  . 

Little  Creek-Union,  E.  W.  Corley  ....  1 

Mangham,  James  O.  Evans  4 

Mer  Rouge,  L.  Gray  Wilson  .  5 

MONROE— 

First  Church,  G.  W.  Pomeroy  25 

Gordon  Avenue,  W.  M.  Allen  .  15 

Memorial,  W.  Ralph  Cain  . .  18 

Southside,  Lea  Joyner  .  32 

St.  Paul,  B.  R.  Oliphint  .  5 

Stone  Avenue,  J.  J.  Davis  .  3 

Newellton,  James  M.  Poole  .  5 

Oak  Grove,  E.  L.  Tatum  .  4 

Oak  Ridge,  W.  L.  Baker  .  4 

Pioneer  Ct.,  W.  M.  Stegall  .  5 

Rayville,  W.  D.  Boddie  .  29 

Sicily  Island,  Fred  Mead  .  3 

Sterlington-Fairbanks,  T.  T.  Howes  2 
St.  Joseph-Wesley,  Theron  McKlsson  9 

Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine  .  3 

Waterproof,  S.  E.  Sterrett  .  2 

WEST  MONROE— 

First  Church,  W.  D.  Milton  .  13 

Brownsville,  B.  P.  Durbin  .  6 

Claiborne,  T.  A.  Brown  .  5 

McGuire,  Don  Wineinger  .  15 

Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson  — .  16 

Wisner,  A.  W.  Coody  .  5 

TOTALS  .  369  1305  49  1723** 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Quota  1616 

Covington,  Robert  C.  Carter  .  14 

Lacombe-St.  Tammy,  N.  D.  Pearce 
Lutcher-Reserve,  Frank  Lankford  ... 

NEW  ORLEANS— 

Algiers,  John  T.  Redmon  .  14 

Carrollton  Avenue, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr . 

Castle  Manor,  Robert  L.  Potter 

Elysian  Fields,  J.  E.  Christie  .  23 

Felicity,  W.  M.  Finnin  .  2 

First  Church,  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert  41 

Gentilly,  E.  P.  Drake  . 

Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  .  9 

Jefferson.  A.  A.  Collins  .  3 

Kenner,  Marvin  H.  Corley  .  8 

John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux  .  1 

Lake  Vista,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr .  14 

Lesseigne,  C.  D.  Pinkard  .  10 

Luling,  T.  O.  Crosby,  Jr .  12 

Metairie,  Minns  S.  Robertson  .  4 

Munholland  Memorial, 

Edward  Harris  . 

Napoleon  Avenue,  Don  W.  Alverson 
Parker  Memorial.  E.  J.  Barksdale  23 
Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex  ....  38 

St.  Bernard,  Lael  S.  Jones  .  9 

St.  Claude  Heights,  Robert  Galatas 

St.  James,  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr . 

St.  Luke,  W.  Spencer  Wren  .  5 

St.  Mark's,  Lloyd  A.  Foreman  .... 

St.  Matthew,  C.  Ebb  Munden  III 
St.  Paul,  Harvey  G.  Williamson  ... 

Second  Church,  S.  P.  Emanuel  .... 

Pearl  River,  K.  K.  Carithers  .  4 

Point-a-la-Hache,  Fred  W.  Campbell 

Slidell,  W.  H.  Giles  . 

Sun-Bush,  Mrs.  Rose  Carithers  .  9 

Trinity,  L.  W.  Taylor  .  22 

'  TOTALS  .  455 

RUSTON  DISTRICT— Quota  1387 
•  Arcadia-Mt.  Moriah,  R.  L.  Peyton 

Athens,  Price  Allen  .  11 

Bernice,  Abe  Conerly  . 

Bethlehem-Summerfield, 

Wm.  Peeples  .  9 

Bienville,  J.  E.  Constable  .  3 

Calhoun-Beulah,  R.  E.  Carter  .  19 

Castor,  Charles  Wilder  .  9 

Centerpoint,  J.  T.  Garrett  .  3 

Chatham,  R.  F.  DeBusk,  Jr . 

Choudrant-Douglas,  David  P.  Corley 

Clay-Ansley,  V.  Leo  Westbrook  .  1 

Concord-Mt.  Pleasant,  C.  K.  Brooks 

Cotton  Valley,  W.  C.  Barham  . 

Downsville,  I.  A.  Patton  . 

Doyline-Mclntyre,  Stephen  Wendt  .... 

Dubach,  Jerry  A.  Means  .  5 

Eros-Antioch,  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  .  3 

Evergreen,  Jay  Koonce  . 

Farmerville,  Rupert  Coles  .  15 

Gibsland,  J.  A.  Jones  . 

Harmony  Chapel,  Leon  Marsales 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


YOUTH  NEWS  —  Promotion  -  Devotion 


REV.  WALTER  TOWNER 


N.A.  Conf .  Inter- 
Board  Schools  To 
Be  February  17-25 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Rev.  Walter  Towner  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  Staff  is  to 
be  in  the  Inter-Board  Schools  in 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference.  He 
is  to  be  the  Resource  Person  for  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Commission  on  Ed¬ 
ucation.  We  are  most  fortunate  that 
he  is  to  be  our  Leader.  He  has  given 
great  leadership  in  church  school 
administration  through  a  number 
of  years. 

These  Inter-Board  Schools  are  to 
be  held  as  follows:  Conway  District, 
Feb.  17;  Fayetteville  District,  Feb. 
18;  Ft.  Smith  District,  Feb.  19;  Sear¬ 
cy  District,  Feb.  20;  Batesville  Dis¬ 
trict,  Feb.  22;  Paragould  District, 
Feb.  23;  Jonesboro  District,  Feb.  24; 
Forrest  City  District,  Feb.  25. 

It  is  planned  that  each  program 
begin  at  1:30  p.  m.  and  close  at  9 
p.  m. 

This  will  be  the  greatest  train¬ 
ing  opportunity  ever  offered  Chair¬ 
man  of  Commissions  on  Education 
in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 


Conference  Youth  Rally 

Greater  plans  than  for  any  form¬ 
er  Conference  Youth  Rally  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Confernce  are  be¬ 
ing  made  for  the  rally  to  be  held 
on  April  3,  1959. 

Dr.  Howard  Ellis  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  has  been  secured  as  the  In¬ 
spirational  Speaker.  He  will  speak 
on  “Ye  Are  My  Witnesses.” 

Workshop  sessions  are  being 
planned  for  the  afternoon.  The  lead¬ 
ers  of  these  workshops  have  held  a 
planning  session  to  be  sure  that 
adequate  preparation  will  be  made 
to  make  these  workshops  as  effec¬ 
tive  as  possible. 

The  whole  program  is  to  be  cen¬ 
tered  in  youth  evangelism. 

A  letter  is  going  to  each  pastor 
suggesting  that  youth  groups  would 
do  well  to  plan  some  local  church 
programs  in  advance  of  April  3, 
centered  in  youth  evangelism. 

We  are  suggesting  that  each 
church  secure  one  or  more  copies 
of  EVANGELISM  FOR  TEEN¬ 
AGERS,  Howard  Ellis,  be  secured 
as  basis  of  these  special  programs. 
This  book  can  be  secured  from  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for 
$1.00  per  copy.  If  some  programs  for 
the  local  church  youth  group  were 
built  around  the  content  of  this 
book,  before  the  youth  rally,  the 


Children’s  Day  Program 
Can  Now  Be  Ordered 

The  program  for  use  on  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day  is  now  available  and 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Service 
Department,  General  Board  of 
Education,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nfesh- 
ville  2,  Tenn. 

This  observance,  planned  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  action  for  the  purpose  of 
“emphasizing  the  responsibility  of 
the  Church  for  our  Children,”  is 
held  normally  the  first  Sunday  of 
National  Family  Week.  This  will 
be  May  3,  1959. 

Adopted  from  Group  Grader 
and  Closely  Graded  Lesson  Mate¬ 
rials  of  The  Methodist  Church 
used  in  1958-1959,  the  program 
for  this  year  is  entitled,  “We 
Thank  Thee  for  the  Bible.” 

Cost  of  the  programs  is  15  cents 
each,  two  copies  for  25  cents,  ten 
copies  for  $1.00,  cash  with  order. 


rally  could  be  more  more  meaning¬ 
ful  for  the  youth. 

The  rally  is  to  be  for  seniors, 
older  youth,  and  the  adults  who 
work  with  youth.  It  is  not  to  be  for 
intermediates. 


Training  Work  Ahead  of  Last  Year 

The  month  of  January  was  a  good 
month  for  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  even  though  the  weather  was 
difficult.  The  training  report  is 
ahead  of  last  year  by  about  three 
hundred  in  number  of  course  cards 
issued.  The  report  by  districts  is  as 
follows:  Batesville  District,  257; 
Conway  District,  384;  Fayetteville 
District,  341;  Forrest  City,  172;  Ft. 
Smith  District,  393;  Jonesboro  Dis¬ 
trict,  560;  Paragould  District,  269; 
Searcy  District,  213;  for  a  total  of 
2,589. 

The  following  area  schools  were 
held  in  January:  West  Helena, 
Jonesboro,  M  o  n  e  1 1  e,  Blytheville, 
Marked  Tree,  Ft.  Smith.  A  number 
of  one  unit  schools  were  also  held. 

The  following  area  schools  are 
being  held  in  February:  Augusta, 
February  8-10;  Elm  Springs,  Febru¬ 
ary  8-10;  Corning,  February  15-17; 
Newport,  February  15-17;  Newark, 
February  15-17. 

Several  local  churches  are  having 
one  unit  schools. 

The  Earle  Area  School  and  the 
Green  County  Area  School  are  to 
be  held  March  1-5. 


Children's  Workers  Conference 

Plans  are  well  under  way  for  the 
Children’s  Workers’  Conference  to 
be  held  at  Blytheville,  First  Church. 
There  are  to  be  groups  for  each  of 
the  four  departmental  groups:  Nurs¬ 
ery,  Kindergarten,  Primary  and 
Junior. 

The  program  will  provide  for  two 
one  hours  of  observation  in  the  var¬ 
ious  groups. 

Excellent  leadership  is  being  se¬ 
cured  for  this  program.  Watch  for 
the  later  announcements. 

Miss  Ladonna  Bogardus  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  is  to  be 
the  leader  in  the  general  sessions. 
She  is  to  interpret  the  program 
of  the  church  for  children  beyond 
the  church  school  hour. 

Blytheville,  First  Church  is  to  ar¬ 
range  for  bed  and  breakfast  for  one 
hundred  persons. 

Pre-enrollment  will  be  required 
this  year  so  as  to  work  out  the  ob- 


Career  Clinic  To 
Be  Held  At  West 
Monroe  Church 

On  Saturday,  January  17,  a  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Christian  Career  Clin¬ 
ic  met  at  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  Bastrop,  La.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  committee  meeting  was 
to  make  plans  for  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  career  clinic. 

It  was  decided  that  the  clinic 
will  be  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  West  Monroe  on  February 
27  and  28.  Local  M.Y.F.  members 
will  provide  housing  for  everyone 
who  wishes  to  spend  Friday  night 
there. 

Dr.  Marcus  J.  Birrell  from  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  will  be  the  speaker. 
All  high  school  juniors  and  seniors 
and  college  students  are  especially 
invited  to  attend.  The  cost  will  be 
$2.50  per  person.  This  also  includes 
a  banquet  to  be  held  on  Friday  at 
6:00  o’clock. 


M.Y.F.  NEWS 


The  Senior  MYF  of  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La., 
joined  with  other  community  youth 
groups  on  February  1  to  observe  a 
Community  Youth  Night.  After  a 
Hymn  Sing  at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church,  the  young  people  attended 
a  Worship  Service  at  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church.  The  observance 
was  closed  with  Fellowship  and  Re¬ 
freshments  at  Broadmoor  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Citizenship  and  Fellowship  Area 
Chairmen  John  Carpenter  and  Carol 
Givens  were  in  charge  of  the  Wor¬ 
ship  Service.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Pinder, 
nurse  for  Cookson  Hills  Center  in 
Cookson,  Oklahoma,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Other  youth  participating 
in  the  service  were  Joyce  Mikeska, 
MYF  president;  Bob  Young,  Tom 
Arnoldi,  Bill  Hunter,  Larry  Cowley, 
Byron  Pipes,  Bill  Anderson,  Joe 
Abendroth,  Bob  Gaynor,  and  Alice 
Barnett.  The  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
is  Rev.  George  Harbuck. 


The  young  people  of  the  Bright- 
water,  Ark.,  Methodist  Church  were 
in  charge  of  the  mid-week  services 
and  the  Sunday  evening  services  in 
observance  of  youth  week. 

Donnie  Smith,  Mac  Hardy  and  Sue 
Green  gave  devotionals.  The  16- 
member  choir  gave  a  special  ar¬ 
rangement  of  “Let  the  Lower  Lights 
be  Burning.”  Darrell  Reynolds  gave 
the  benediction.  Ray  and  Gladys 
Mann  are  the  counselors. 

Rev.  Wilbert  R.  Feagan  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


servation  program.  Those  who  at¬ 
tend  are  to  be  in  the  first  session 
and  stay  through  the  entire  time. 

We  will  soon  have  enrollment 
cards  for  pre-registration.  Interest¬ 
ed  churches  should  write  the  Board 
of  Education,  Hendrix  Station,  Con¬ 
way,  Arkansas,  for  the  registration 
form. 


Area  Music  Institute 

The  Ft.  Smith  Area  is  to  have  a 
music  Institute,  March  6-7.  It  will 
be  at  First  Church,  Ft.  Smith.  This 
program  will  be  open  to  all  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  any  part  of  the 
church’s  program  for  music.  The 
Fayetteville  District  is  invited  to 
join  in  this  program. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


I  Want  Tomorrow 

A  few  years  ago,  Marguerite  Hig¬ 
gins,  a  war  correspondent,  received 
the  much-coveted  Pulitzer  Prize  for 
international  reporting.  The  award 
was  based  on  her  coverage  of  the 
Korean  War.  In  her  articles  she  told 
of  many  interesting  and  deeply- 
moving  experiences.  One  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  an  account  of  the  Fifth 
Company  of  Marines,  which  origi¬ 
nally  numbered  18,000  men.  They 
were  in  combat  with  more  than  100,- 
000  Chinese  Communists.  It  was  in¬ 
tensely  cold — as  a  matter  of  fact  it 
was  reported  then  to  be  42  degrees 
below  zero.  On  this  particular  morn¬ 
ing  the  reporters  and  photographers 
were  standing  around  near  a  group 
of  war-weary  soldiers  who  had  been 
in  the  front-lines  for  a  long  spell. 
The  tired  soldiers,  half-frozen,  stood 
by  their  dirty  and  equally  weary 
trucks,  eating  from  tin  cans. 

A  huge  Marine  was  eating  cold 
beans  with  his  trench  knife.  His 
clothes  were  frozen  stiff  as  boards. 
His  face  was  covered  with  a  heavy 
beard  which  was  crusted  with  mud. 
A  magazine  photographer  saw  there 
all  the  weariness,  disillusionment, 
indeed  all  the  unhappiness  of  youth 
caught  in  the  meshes  of  modern 
warfare  in  a  distant  land.  He  used 
the  trick  which  photographers  some¬ 
times  use  to  get  a  particular  expres¬ 
sion.  He  said  to  this  tired  soldier 
just  off  front-line  patrol,  eating  his 
cold  beans  in  weather  42  below, 
“Son,  if  you  could  have  just  what 
you  want  what  would  you  want 
right  now?” 

He  thought  the  boy  would  reply 
that  he  wanted  to  be  home,  that  he 
would  like  a  piece  of  his  mother’s 
apple  pie,  that  he  would  like  to  be 
with  his  girl-friend — or  something 
else  of  a  sentimental  nature  like  this. 
But  without  changing  his  expression, 
the  youth  said,  “I  want  tomorrow!” 

Well,  that’s  about  the  true  view 
from  any  youth — at  war  or  in  piece, 
isn’t  it?  Seems  to  me  that  youth  to¬ 
day  are  terribly  apprehensive  about 
there  being  a  tomorrow  for  them. 
They  are  well  aware  that  some  fool 
adult  in  a  position  of  responsibility, 
for  personally  selfish  reasons  of 
pride,  or  pure  political  self-interest, 
could  trigger  a  world-wide  atomic 
war.  And  it  would  all  be  over  in 
a  matter  of  days  as  far  as  modem 
civilization  is  concerned.  Their  to¬ 
morrow  thus  would  be  in  some  other 
world— not  this  one.  And  thats 
enough  to  jar  a  mature  adult  as  well 
as  a  young  person. 

About  the  only  way  I  can  see  for 
today’s  youth  to  be  tomorrows 
adults  is  for  today’s  adults  to  step 
up  and  be  responsible  citizens  of  the 
world.  The  only  hope  of  the  future 
lies  in  the  cultivation  of  integrity- 
good  will,  and  honest  faith  in  God 
and  fellow  man.  That’s  why  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  Church  has  such  a  large 
stake  in  the  process.  As  a  parent 
I  will  leave  no  stone  unturned  t0 
make  certain  my  youngsters  get  re¬ 
ligious  training  through  church  ana 
MYF  so  they  may  be  exposed 
those  forces  that  make  for  charade 
growth  in  the  direction  of  Christm 
spiritual  maturity.  And  I  hope  y° 
who  are  parents  feel  that  way  abou 
your  youngsters.  Christ  is  our  hoPe 
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Brinkley  Hears 
Mrs.  Walton 

Mrs.  Aubrey  G.  Walton  of  Little 
Rock,  was  the  guest  speaker  of  the 
Brinkley  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  Tuesday  afternoon, 
Janaury  27.  Mrs.  Walton,  twin  sister 
of  Mrs.  C.  B.  Partee  of  Brinkley, 
recently  returned  from  an  extended 
tour  of  the  Far  East,  and  showed 
films  and  talked  on  Japan,  the  Phil¬ 
ippines,  Calcutta  and  other  interest¬ 
ing  points  of  the  Eastern  countries. 

Mrs.  Charles  Myers,  president, 
presided  over  the  meeting,  welcomed 
the  guests,  and  introduced  Mrs.  J. 
L.  Woodfin,  secretary  of  missionary 
education,  who  had  arranged  the 
program. 

A  large  crowd  from  nine  sur¬ 
rounding  towns  and  the  other 
churches  in  Brinkley  attended  and 
were  entertained  following  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  social  room  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  in  Mrs.  Walton’s  honor. 


WOMEN 

IN  THE  CHURCH 

The  national  organization  repre¬ 
senting  1,800,000  Methodist  women 
has  called  for  an  end  to  the  draft, 
a  greatly  expanded  foreign  aid  pro¬ 
gram,  federal  aid  to  education  and  a 
complete  revision  of  U.  S.  immigra¬ 
tion  policy.  In  resolutions  adopted 
at  its  annual  meeting,  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Missions 
also  outlined  a  housing  program 
which  it  said  would  provide  “a  de¬ 
cent  home  and  suitable  living  en¬ 
vironment  for  every  American  fam¬ 
ily.”  Most  of  the  resolutions  asked 
that  the  Woman’s  Division  president, 
Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman,  Lewisburg, 
Tenn.,  communicate  the  Division’s 
views  to  President  Eisenhower  and 
other  government  leaders.  Methodist 
women  in  31,000  local  Woman  So¬ 
cieties  of  Christian  Service  are 
urged  to  write  their  congressional 
representatives. 


Mrs.  Laurance  S.  Rockefeller,  of 
New  York  City,  has  been  named  by 
the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  U.S.A.  as  chairman  of 
its  World  Service  Council.  The 
Council  is  a  membership  group 
which  promotes  the  international 
interests  of  the  Association.  Mrs. 
Rockefeller,  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Board  since  1951  and  cur¬ 
rently  vice-chairman  of  the  Foreign 


MRS.  M.  E.  SCOTT,  President 
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ARKANSAS  -  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Dr.  Smith  To  Address  Louisiana  Conference 


DR.  EUGENE  L.  SMITH 

Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions  of  The  Methodist  Church,  will 
address  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  at  Baton 
Rouge  on  Thursday  evening,  March 
5.  Dr.  Smith’s  topic  will  be  "To  Call 
to  Witness  and  Decision,”  under  the 
general  theme  of  the  meeting  “Im¬ 
mortal  Tidings  in  Mortal  Hands.” 


Division,  succeeds  Mrs.  Harold  A. 
Hatch,  of  New  York  City,  who  had 
held  the  post  for  more  than  ten 
years.  Mrs.  Hatch  becomes  honorary 
chairman  of  the  Council. 


“One  area  of  need  for  Christian 
thought  and  action,  especially  by 
women,  is  in  the  field  of  leisure,” 
says  Dr.  R.  H.  Edwin  Espey,  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  “What 
are  we  doing  with  the  billions  of 
hours  per  year  of  new-won  leisure?” 


Dr.  Smith  heads  a  missionary  force 
of  approximately  1,000  persons  in 
about  40  countries  of  Asia,  Africa 
and  North  and  South  America. 

In  1957  Dr.  Smith  completed  a 
term  as  vice-president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  and 
chairman  of  the  executive  board  of 
its  Division  of  Foreign  Missions.  He 
also  participated  in  1957  in  two  in¬ 
ternational  conferences  considered 
significant  for  the  future  of  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  work;  the  East  Asia 
Christian  Conference  at  Sumatra, 
and  the  Assembly  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Missionary  Council  in  Ghana. 

A  native  of  Rockwell  City,  Iowa, 
Dr.  Smith  attended  the  Wilamette 
University,  Drew  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  and  holds  honorary  degrees 
from  Wilamette  and  American  Uni¬ 
versity,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ordained  as  elder  in  the  Newark 
Conference  in  1940,  Dr.  Smith  was 
pastor  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Roselle,  N.  J.,  Emory 
Church,  Jersey  City,  and  St.  Mark’s 
Church,  the  largest  Methodist 
church  in  Brooklyn.  He  was  serving 
St.  Mark’s  when  elected  in  1949  to 
his  present  position. 

Dr.  Smith  is  also  a  teacher,  author, 
lecturer.  For  several  years  he  was 
on  the  religious  education  faculty  at 
N.Y.U.  His  books  include  “The  Pow¬ 
er  Within  Us,”  and  “They  Gird  the 
Earth  for  Christ.”  In  1956  Dr.  Smith 
was  the  Fondren  Lecturer  at  Min¬ 
ister’s  Week,  S.M.U.,  and  the  Mer¬ 
rick  lecturer  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Dr.  Smith  has  traveled  widely  in 
Africa,  Europe,  Asia  and  Latin 
America  studying  conditions  under 
which  the  church  is  at  work  and 
meeting  missionaries  and  leading 
Christian  nationals.  His  wife,  the 
former  Ida  Gulledge,  was  formerly 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  the  Woman’s  College  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Carolina  at  Greens¬ 
boro.  They  have  two  daughters,  Lu 
Ann  and  Rosemary. 


MRS.  A.  R.  MARQUARDT 


Mrs.  A.  R.  Marquardl 

Mrs.  Marquardt  will  lead  the 
noon-day  worship  Thursday  and 
Friday  during  the  annual  meeting. 
She  is  the  Secretary  of  Work  in 
Foreign  Fields  for  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 

Her  home  is  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
She  has  served  as  president  of  her 
local  society  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Church.  She  served  on  district  and 
conference  board,  including  two 
years  as  president  of  the  Nebraska 
Conference. 

Mrs.  Marquardt  is  a  member  of 
the  Jurisdiction  Radio  and  Televi¬ 
sion  Commission;  a  member  of 
Board  of  Missions  and  Vice-Chair¬ 
man  of  Commission  on  High  Edu¬ 
cation  and  the  Executive  Committee 
of  Interboard  of  Council  of  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference;  and 
a  trustee  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  her  alma  mater. 

Mrs.  Marquardt  is  active  in  United 
Church  Women,  serving  six  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Board. 


REGISTRATION 

NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
March  17-18,  1959 

PLEASE  MAIL  TO:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Slayden 
4905  North  Lookout, 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

NAME _  ... _ _ _ 

ADDRESS _ _ — - 

Will  be  a  delegate  from  .  — - - Church 

_ District 

and  expects  to  arrive - 

I  want  room  and  breakfast  by  the  hostess  society,  YES  □  No  □ 

Attached  is  check  for: 

Dinner — Tuesday  night  $1.25 


Lunch — Wednesday  . 1.25 

Total  . $2.50 


All  reservations  for  meals  should  be  received  by  March  12th. 

If  your  registration  and  check  for  meals  arrive  by  March  1st,  you  will  receive  a  card  giving  the  name 
and  address  of  your  hostess. 
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Henry  Baxter  of  Zachary  is  shown  here  with  a  group  of  children  from 
a  Korean  orphanage.  Henry  is  in  service  in  Korea  and  he  and  the  other 
boys  of  his  camp  are  very  much  interested  in  these  children. 

He  appealed  to  his  church  through  his  mother,  Mrs.  Henry  Baxter,  Sr., 
for  warm  winter  clothing  for  the  orphans. 

The  Zachary  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Monte  Sano  and  Plains  Pres¬ 
byterian  churches  sent  boxes  of  clothing.  Henry  reports  that  their  little 
friends  were  very  happy  to  receive  gifts  of  clothing  for  Christmas. 


Shreveport  Dist.  Parsonettes  Hold  Meeting 


“If  I  Could  Start  Over  As  A  Min¬ 
ister’s  Wife”  was  the  topic  for  a 
lively  discussion  when  the  Parson¬ 
ettes  of  the  Shreveport  district  met 
January  23,  in  the  home  of  Josie 
Freeman. 

Prior  to  the  program,  LeDeal 
Sloane,  president,  conducted  a  bus¬ 
iness  session  which  included  an  in¬ 
vocation  by  Minnie  Merle  Caraway; 
the  reading  of  minutes  of  previous 
meetings  by  the  secretary;  reports 
from  the  treasurer  and  courtesy 
committee,  and  announcements  by 
the  chairman  of  the  publicity  com¬ 
mittee. 

Program  leader  and  speaker  was 
Estelle  Dameron.  Because  the  na¬ 
ture  and  wording  of  the  topic,  “If 
I  Could  Start  Over  As  A  Minister’s 
Wife,”  implied  a  personal  reflection 
and  meditation,  and  also  seems  to 
indicate  the  possibility  of  certain 
changes,  Mrs.  Dameron  referred  to 
her  talk  as  a  “Confessional.” 

From  the  vantage  of  her  experi¬ 
ence,  the  Parsonette  of  the  Month 
admitted  that  while  she  would  not 
change  her  husband  or  child,  among 
the  things  that,  if  she  could  re-live 
her  life  as  a  minister’s  wife,  she 
would  purpose  in  her  heart: 

(1)  To  overlook  the  fact  that  she 
did  not  plan  to  marry  a 
preacher. 

(2)  Avoid  trying  to  be  all  things 
to  all  people  all  the  time. 

(3)  Develop  more  skills  and  tal¬ 
ents  such  as  typing,  music, 
creative  arts,  and  professional 
abilities. 

(4)  Acquire  as  many  desirable  ex¬ 
trovert  qualities  as  possible. 

(5)  Develop  an  easy  going  and  out 
going  nature. 

(6)  Study  more  psychology  and 
sociology  in  order  to  under¬ 
stand  different  types  of  people. 

(7)  Take  time  to  make  friends, 
particularly  among  other  min¬ 
isters  and  their  families. 

“In  looking  back,  now  I  realize 


that  I  would  not  want  our  appoint¬ 
ments  changed;  for  this  reason — I 
now  can  see  (even  though  at  the 
time  they  were  made  I  did  not  al¬ 
ways  see  it)  that  there  was  divine 
guidance,”  she  said  in  conclusion. 
The  MYF  theme  song,  “I  Would  Be 
True,”  was  read  as  a  closing  prayer. 

During  the  social  hour  the  Par¬ 
sonettes  enjoyed  a  delicious  lunch¬ 
eon.  Co-hostesses  were:  Mozelle 
Whitaker,  Barbara  Gilbert,  Agatha 
Flowers,  Marie  Bond,  Mary  Maude 
Clayton,  Hattie  Lutz,  Helen  Koele- 
may  and  Ludie  Henderson. 

— Virginia  Durham,  Reporter. 


Alexandria  Men’s  Club 
Has  Large  Crowd  for 
Ladies’  Night  Meeting 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Horseshoe  Drive  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  met  at  7:00  p.  m.,  with 
C.  J.  Hinton,  Jr.,  president,  presid¬ 
ing.  A  large  crowd  was  present,  as 
the  January  meeting  was  Ladies’ 
Night.  The  opening  prayer  was  led 
by  A1  Wilson. 

Following  the  Mexican  supper 
prepared  by  R.  C.  Cuellar,  John  Mc¬ 
Connell  introduced  Mr.  Charles  Du- 
puy,  district  manager  of  Southern 
Bell  Telephone  Co.  Mr.  Dupuy  spoke 
on  “Progress  in  Telephony”.  A  short 
business  session  followed  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  minutes  were  read,  and  the 
Treasurer’s  report  given.  C.  A. 
Wells,  chairman  of  the  Projects 
Committee,  introduced  a  resolution 
that  all  money  from  projects  be 
used  to  retire  the  air-conditioning 
indebtedness  of  the  church.  The  res¬ 
olution  was  passed  by  a  show  of 
hands.  All  members  with  any  fund 
raising  ideas  were  asked  to  meet 
with  the  Projects  Committee.  Mr. 
Cuellar  and  his  assistants  were  giv¬ 
en  a  hand  for  their  efforts  on  the 
meal.  The  meeting  was  closed  with 
a  prayer  by  George  White. 


Southern  Bell  Telephone  Dist.  Manager 
Talks  to  N.O.  First  Church  Men’s  Club 

New  Orleans  First  Methodist  Church  Mens  Club  held  their  regular 
monthly  meeting  on  Friday,  January  lGth.  This  meeting  was  set  out  to 
entertain  the  M.Y.F.  Group  as  their  guest.  The  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  one  of  the  M.Y.F.  young  men,  W.  Leslie  Sikes. 


A  delicious  baked  ham  supper 
with  all  the  trimmings  was  cooked 
by  Mrs.  Winnie  Cook  and  Mrs. 
Frances  McCrary,  and  served  by  the 
following  members  of  the  Mens 
Club:  Bob  McCrary,  Harry  Miller, 
Bill  Cook,  Lester  Ferguson,  Clyde 
Shaw,  Bob  Ruano,  Ed.  Williams, 
John  Haslam,  and  the  following 
members  of  the  M.Y.F.  group,  Ter¬ 
ry  Walden,  Calvin  and  Bill  Ruck- 
ert,  and  Raymond  Vonderhaar. 

After  supper,  President  Buddy 
Brockman  introduced  the  special 
guest  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Warren 
Rourke,  Uptown  dist.  office  mgr.  of 
the  Southern  Bell  Telephone  Co., 
who  was  invited  to  our  meeting  to 


present  a  talking  educational  pic¬ 
ture  entitled,  “GATEWAY  TO ‘THE 
MIND”,  covering  the  five  senses, 
“Smelling,  Tasting,  Feeling,  Seeing, 
and  Hearing”.  Mr.  Rourke  advised 
for  the  benefit  of  other  Men’s  Clubs 
or  organizations  this  sound  film  can 
be  had  without  cost  shown  at  their 
meeting  by  contacting:  MR.  WAR¬ 
REN  ROURKE,  UPTOWN  DIST 
OFFICE  MGR.  of  the  Southern  Bell 
Telephone  Co.  No.  520  Baronne  St  , 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Before  closing  Pres.  Brockman 
spoke  briefly  on  several  projects  on 
which  the  club  is  working.  Mr.  Har¬ 
ry  Nestler  closed  the  meeting  with 
prayer. 


Mrs.  Hampton  Morgan,  better  known  to  her  friends  as  "Aunt  Tilda, 
was  honored  on  her  98th  birthday,  Sunday,  December  28,  at  open  house 
celebration  at  her  South  East  Avenue  home  in  Crowley.  Covered  dishes, 
cakes,  and  gifts  brought  by  her  guests  added  to  the  pleasure  of  the  special 
event. 

Among  those  of  "Aunt  Tilda's"  children  celebrating  the  day  with  her 
were:  Curtis  Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Morgan,  all  of  Crowley,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Oran  Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade  Morgan  of  Lake  Charles,  Mrs. 
Bertha  Morgan  of  Crowley,  Mrs.  T.  R.  Perry  of  Indian  Bayou.  Mrs.  tber 
Hoffpauir  of  Lake  Charles,  and  Rev.  G.  A.  Morgan  of  Jonesboro,  were  unable 
to  attend. 

Among  "Aunt  Tilda's"  guests  were:  her  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann, 
Mrs.  McCann,  Rev.  G.  A.  Calaway,  Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir,  and  many  others. 

Mrs.  Morgan  was  married  to  Hampton  Morgan  July  4,  1877,  in  Lata y 
ette.  Rev.  William  Shepherd  officiated.  Mr.  Morgan  was  called  home  to 
receive  his  reward  January  20,  1931. 

"Aunt  Tilda"  united  with  the  Indian  Bayou  Methodist  Church  when  she 
was  a  child,  and  has  been  a  member  in  good  standing  since. 

Mrs.  Morgan  is  the  grandmother  of  29  grandchildren,  67  great-grand¬ 
children,  and  20  great-great-grandchildren. 

"Honour  thy  father  and  mother;  which  is  the  first  Commandment  wit 
a  promise; 

That  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou  mayest  live  long  on  the  earth- 

Ephesians  6:2, 

This  seems  to  have  been  "Aunt  Tilda's"  philosophy  of  life,  said  Re'/- 
J.  B.  McCann. 
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Mission  Study  program  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans, 
included  a  Sunday  evening  family  fellowship  supper,  which  was  eaten  sitting 
on  the  floor  in  oriental  fashion,  while  listening  to  Hawaiian  music.  Shown 
above  is  the  youth  table. 


City-Wide  Leadership  Training  Schools 
Being  Held  At  North  Baton  Rouge  Church 

A  city  wide  Methodist  Leadership  Training  School  was  opened  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  8th,  at  the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  James  T. 
Carlyon,  noted  professor  and  theologian,  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas,  offered  a  course  in  “The 
Meaning  of  Methodism.” 

Other  courses  in  the  school  were  of  a  laboratory-observation  nature 
giving  church  school  teachers  the  chance  to  observe  a  class  of  children  or 
youth  being  taught.  Faculty  for  the  School  included:  Nursery:  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Learner,  Baton  Rouge  District  Director  of  Children's  Work,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.;  Kindergarten:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Carlyon,  Dallas,  Texas;  Primary:  Mrs.  Har¬ 
grove  Grounds,  Dallas,  Texas;  Junior:  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tomlinson,  Memphis, 
Tennessee;  Intermediate:  Rev.  Worth  Gibson,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.; 
Senior:  Miss  Louise  Sharp,  La.  Conference  Youth  Director,  Shreveport,  La.; 
Adult:  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  La.  Conference  Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Education,  Shreveport,  La. 

Dr.  Carlyon’s  course  “The  Meaning  of  Methodism”  provided  a  histori¬ 
cal  background  of  the  Methodist  movement,  an  introduction  to  its  major 
doctrines  and  beliefs,  and  its  major  contributions  to  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity.  Dr.  Carlyon  is  a  native  of  Canada,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Missouri.  He  received  his  A.B.  from  Missouri  Wesleyan  College, 
1904,  S.T.B.,  Boston  University,  1908,  A.M.  Harvard  University,  1911,  S.T.M. 

Harvard  University  1918,  Ph.D.,  _ 

University  of  Chicago,  1  9  2  6.  He 


March  10-11-12  in  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  To  Deliver  Annual 
Willson  Lecture  Series  At  Centenary 


served  pastorates  in  Missouri  and 
New  England.  He  was  professor  of 
Christian  Doctrine  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  from  1936  un¬ 
til  his  retirement  in  1954. 

Dr.  Carlyon  is  the  author  of  sev¬ 
eral  books  including:  “Getting  Ac¬ 
quainted  With  the  New  Testament” 
"A  Faith  to  Live  By”,  and  “Inter¬ 
preting  the  Bible  to  Youth.”  He  is 
the  co-author  to  two  other  books: 
“The  Quest  for  God  Through  Wor¬ 
ship”,  and  “Environmental  Factors 
in  Early  Christianity.”  Numerous 
articles  have  appeared  in  various 
religious  journals. 

Dr.  Carlyon  is  an  ordained  Meth- 
°dist  minister,  a  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference. 

Rev.  James  W.  Ailor,  Minister  of 
the  Parish,  First  Methodist  Church 
was  Dean  of  the  School.  Rev.  James 
Stovall  was  host  church  pastor.  Rev. 
|  Ruell  Allen,  pastor  Winbourne  Ave. 
Methodist  Church  is  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  Rev.  W.  R. 
J^ing,  Ingleside  Methodist  Church, 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Marshall  Paine, 
Esso  Standard  Oil  Co.,  is  Chairman 
the  Board  of  Managers. 

February  12, 1959 


Oak  Grove  Men’s 
Club  Has  Meeting 

The  Methodist  Men  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  met  in 
regular  session  January  20th,  7:00 
p.  m.  with  15  men  present.  Rev.  H. 
P.  McFarland  from  the  Marthaville- 
Robeline  Charge  gave  the  opening 
address,  “Evangelism,  an  every 
member  responsibility”.  After  a 
brief  business  meeting  the  women 
of  the  W.S.C.S.  served  a  chicken 
gumbo  supper.  Seven  women  were 
present  and  helped  serve. 

The  Methodist  Men  have  spon¬ 
sored  a  building  program  which  has 
been  completed,  except  for  some 
few  details.  The  plans  included; 
brick  veneer  for  the  entire  building, 
metal  windows  throughout,  oak 
floor  for  the  sanctuary,  mahogany 
wainscot,  and  celotex  wall  panel¬ 
ing,  and  acousticle  tile  ceiling,  cop¬ 
per  shell  steeple  and  new  brick  ves¬ 
tibule  with  cement  steps  and  tile 
floor.  Total  cost,  $11,537.00. 

The  Methodist  Men  have  also 
sponsored  a  cemetery  improvement 
program  which  has  given  the  ceme¬ 
tery  a  new  look. 

Mr.  John  Wilkerson  is  president 
of  the  Methodist  Men.  Mr.  Bennie 


God  and  Country 
Awards  Presented 
At  Natchitoches 

Highlighting  the  Scout  Service  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Natchito¬ 
ches,  February  8,  7:30  p.  m.  was  the 
presentation  of  God  and  Country 
Awards  to  Guy  Lane  Nelson  and 
Willie  Beyer.  Cub  Park  60,  Scout 
Troop  60,  and  Explorer  Post  60  are 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Men 
and  were  present.  Explorer  Post  66, 
sponsored  by  the  American  Legion, 
Mr.  Billy  D.  Holly,  Leader,  and  Cub 
Pack  33,  sponsored  by  the  East 
Natchitoches  Elementary  School, 
were  also  present. 

DeRidder  Church 
Sponsors  “Speakers 
On  Stewardship” 

The  Commission  on  Stewardship 
and  Finance,  of  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  sponsored 
the  appearance  of  “Speakers  on 
Stewardship”  at  the  Church  School 
hour  during  the  month  of  January. 

The  speakers  were  Rev.  Billy  Mc¬ 
Cormick  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  DeRidder;  Rev.  Roger 
Greenslade,  of  the  First  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church,  DeRidder;  Rev.  Robert 
Jamieson,  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  and  Rev.  Emory 
Wallace,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
DeRidder. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Blankenbaker  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Commission  o  n 
Stewardship  and  Finance,  and  Rev. 
James  C.  Skinner  is  the  pastor. 

Dist.-Wide  Lecture 
Course  Is  Held  At 
Carrollton  Church 

The  nearly  thirty-five  Methodist 
Churches  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
enjoyed  a  three-lecture  course  at 
the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  “How 
to  study  and  read  the  Bible.” 

A  brilliant  teacher,  Dr.  Joseph 
Dillard  Quillian,  Professor  of  Homi¬ 
letics  at  S.M.U.’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  conducted  the  course 
from  Mon.  Jan.  26  to  Wed.  Jan.  28 
at  7:30  p.  m. 

All  protestants  in  the  area  were 
invited  to  attend  this  course,  of  tre¬ 
mendous  interest  and  importance  to 
every  person. 

Dr.  Quillian  is  a  member  of  the 
Tennessee  Conference. 


Garcia  is  in  charge  of  cemetery  im¬ 
provement. 

The  members  of  the  Building 
Committee  are:  Mr.  John  Wilkerson, 
chairman;  Mr.  John  Hilton,  Mr. 
Wesley  Stephens,  Mr.  Otis  Wilker¬ 
son,  Mr.  W.  L.  Foster,  Mr.  Johnnie 
Wayne  Wilkerson  and  W.  R.  Akin, 
pastor. 

The  regular  meeting  time  for  the 
Methodist  Men  is  the  3rd  Tuesday 
night  each  month. 


The  annual  Willson  Lecture  Se¬ 
ries  at  Centenary  College  will  be 
delivered  this  year  by  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  area  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  planning  committee, 
said  the  Willson  Lectures  are  made 
possible  each  year  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Will- 
son  of  Floydada,  Tex.  Purpose  of 
the  series  is  to  enrich  the  spiritual 
and  intellectual  lives  of  Centenary 
students. 

Bishop  Martin  will  speak  at  9:30 
a.  m.  daily,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  March  10,  11  and  12,  in 
the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the 
local  campus.  His  addresses  will  be 
open  to  the  public  without  charge, 
and  many  Methodist  ministers  from 
the  Shreveport  area  are  expected  to 
attend.  While  on  the  campus,  Bishop 
Martin  also  will  confer  with  Meth¬ 
odist  students  planning  to  enter 
full-time  religious  work  upon  the 
completion  of  their  educations  and 
with  college  religious  organizations. 

Bishop  Martin  holds  the  AB  de¬ 
gree  from  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  served 
for  three  years  as  principal  and 
superintendent  of  schools  in  his 
home  town  of  Paris,  Tex.  He  began 
his  work  as  a  minister  at  the  Cedar 
Hill  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
and  he  served  his  entire  ministry 
in  the  North  Texas  Conference  un¬ 
til  he  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1944. 

He  has  served  pastorates  in  many 
Methodist  churches  in  Texas  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  area,  with  residency  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  upon  his  election 
in  1944.  He  was  reassigned  to  that 
area  for  his  fourth  quadrennium  in 
1956.  Bishop  Martin  holds  honor¬ 
ary  degrees  from  Southwestern  Un¬ 
iversity,  Hendrix  College  and  SMU 
and  is  on  the  boards  of  trustees  of 
these  institutions  and  many  other 
Methodist  schools. 

Well  known  as  a  religious  leader, 
lecturer  and  writer,  Bishop  Martin 
is  the  author  of  a  number  of  devo¬ 
tional  booklets  and  articles  and  has 
delivered  lecture  series  at  numerous 
colleges  and  universities.  He  has 
travelled  extensively  and  has  visit¬ 
ed  mission  fields  ,  in  Alaska,  For¬ 
mosa,  Japan,  the  Philippines,  Ma¬ 
laya,  India,  Pakistan,  South  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Africa.  He  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
as  vice  president  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  as  a  member  and 
vice  chairman  of  the  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Previous  speakers  on  the  Willson 
Lecture  Series  at  Centenary  have 
been  the  following:  1954,  Dr.  Roy 
L.  Smith,  a  personal  friend  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Willson;  1955,  Bishop  Fred 
Pierce  Corson  of  the  Philadelphia 
area  of  the  Methodist  church;  1956, 
Dr.  Albert  Cook  Outler  of  the  Per¬ 
kins  school  of  theology,  SMU;  1957, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Smart,  Candler  school  of 
theology,  Emory  University,  and 
1958,  Dr.  Umphrey  Lee,  chancellor 
of  Southern  Methodist  University. 
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The  Church  Serves  An  African  Town 

By  Esther  Russell  and  Betty  Rae  Sievick 
Southern  Rhodesia,  Africa 


*‘"Y  tILLTOP  CENTER”  is  well-known  in  the 

I  I  all-African  township  of  Sakubva.  For 
JL  X  one  thing,  it  is  on  the  highest  hill  in 
the  township,  and  the  cross  of  its  church 
can  be  seen  for  miles  around.  Even  at  night,  the 
cross  beckons,  glowing  with  a  white  light  of 
urgency  in  a  land  where  Christ  is  needed  and 
yet  unknown  to  millions  of  people. 

The  Methodist  Christian  Center  at  Sakubva, 
commonly  known  as  “Hilltop  Center”  is  housed 
in  a  large  modern  building.  It  is  the  social  arm 
of  the  recently  re-modeled  and  rededicated  Mil¬ 
ler  Memorial  Church.  The  social  work  of  the 
Center  is  coordinated  with  the  work  of  the 
church  and  the  entire  program  is  church-cen¬ 
tered. 

Sakubva  is  a  township  of  about  18,000  Afri¬ 
cans,  most  of  whom  earn  their  living  in  nearby 
Umtali,  the  third  largest  city  in  Southern  Rho¬ 
desia.  There  is  a  church  membership  of  1000, 
and  countless  other  people  are  reached  through 
the  various  activities  which  take  place  at  the 
Center. 

There  the  door  is  open  from  early  morning 
until  late  at  night.  The  Center  is  a  very  busy 
place.  At  8:00  a.m.  about  a  hundred  school  chil¬ 
dren  line  up  in  orderly  rows  before  the  door  and 
their  teacher  leads  them  in  a  song  and  prayer 
before  he  declares  the  school  open,  and  they  all 
file  into  the  Center  building.  Because  there  are 
so  many  school  children  and  so  few  school  build¬ 
ings  in  this  huge  African  suburb  of  Umtali,  most 
of  the  church  in  Sakubva  house  several  classes. 
At  the  Methodist  Christian  Center,  they  have  no 
desks,  but  the  pupils  carry  benches  into  their 
school  rooms.  They  sit  on  the  benches  when  they 
are  reading;  and,  when  they  are  writing,  they 
kneel  before  the  benches  and  use  them  as  tables. 
This  is  a  temporary  measure  until  the  Southern 
Rhodesia  government  can  build  enough  schools 
to  meet  the  hunger  for  education.  The  Christian 
Center  temporarily  gives  up  some  rooms  to  meet 
this  urgent  need. 

Scripture  classes  are  the  first  order  of  the 
day.  Some  of  them  are  held  informally  out  of 
doors.  All  the  members  of  the  Center  staff  (three 
missionary  members  and  four  African  leaders) 
teach  Scripture  in  one  or  another  of  the  three 
government  schools  in  Sakubva. 

Bible  School  lessons  for  children  are  planned 
by  Mrs.  Chikukwa,  a  young  African  widow  who 
works  with  both  women  and  children.  Mrs. 
Chikukwa  is  a  very  versatile  person,  teaching 
children’s  Scripture  lessons,  women’s  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  sewing,  and  Brownies,  as  well  as  attending 
all  of  the  women’s  meetings. 

While  the  children  are  busy  in  school,  their 
mothers  come  to  the  Center  to  sew.  They  make 
much-  needed  clothes  for  their  families;  and, 
while  they  sew,  they  always  sing  in  four-part 
harmony.  Some  of  them  have  very  lovely  voices, 
and  the  over-all  effect  is  very  beautiful.  The 
women  usually  close  by  making  a  friendship 
circle  and  singing  “Ukama  Hwe  UKristu,  which 
is  the  Shona  version  of  “Blest  Be  the  Tie.” 

At  school  recess  time,  there  is  milk  for  the 
children.  Some  of  them  never  have  any  other 
milk  than  that  which  they  receive  at  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Center. 

After  school  hours,  there  are  children  play¬ 
ing  both  inside  and  outside  the  social  hall.  Inside 
there  is  much  choice:  coloring,  blocks,  balls, 
dolls,  checkers,  badminton,  shuffle-board,  ping- 
pong,  or  reading.  (The  children  are  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  many  little  books  sent  from  America.) 
Outside,  there  are  swings,  slides,  basket  ball, 
net  ball,  volley  ball. 

On  rainy  days  and  some  other  occasions,  a 
room  is  darkened  and  moving  pictures  are 
shown;  or  a  record  player  provides  the  means 
for  playing  musical  games.  A  carpentry  shop 
in  the  basement  occupies  some  of  the  older  boys 
on  many  afternoons. 

There  are  drama  clubs  for  both  adults  and 
children.  The  African  social  worker,  Mr.  Daniel 
Kasambira,  designs  backgrounds  for  various 
stage  settings.  Some  lovely  nativity  scenes  were 


presented  for  the  Christmas  programs,  and  at 
other  seasons  dramas  are  both  entertaining  and 
educational. 

Mrs.  Chikukwa  devised  a  method  of  stapling 
used  Christmas  cards  (sent  from  America)  into 
lovely  boxes  to  hold  the  children’s  Christmas 
candy.  The  Christmas  tea  party  with  tree  and 
presents  is  a  memorable  occasion  every  year. 

Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Guides,  Cubs  and 


Leaders  of  the  church  women  in  their 
uniforms.  Southern  Rhodesia 


Brownies  have  their  share  of  activities  at  the 
Center.  All  of  them,  resplendent  in  uniforms, 
were  on  hand  to  greet  the  new  Governor  of 
Southern  Rhodesia  when  he  visited  the  Methodist 
Christian  Center  at  Sakubva. 

The  Rukwadzano  Rwe  Wadzimai  (Woman’s 
Society)  is  very  active  in  Sakubva,  as  it  is 
throughout  the  whole  Rhodesia  Conference. 
Helping  to  support  the  orphanage  is  one  of  their 
projects.  They  meet  at  the  Center  one  day  every 
week.  In  addition,  many  of  the  women  attend 
various  classes  on  other  days. 

Two  MYF  groups  meet  every  week;  one  is 
on  Sunday  morning  for  boys  and  girls  who  can¬ 
not  be  out  at  night;  and  there  is  another  meeting 
Sunday  evening  for  those  who  are  employed  in 
the  morning.  The  members  of  the  MYF  are  also 
among  those  who  like  to  give  plays. 

The  choir,  directed  by  Mr.  Kasambira,  is  one 
of  the  best-trained  in  the  conference.  One  of  the 
reasons  is  that  they  practice  three  times  each 
week  and  often  an  hour  and  a  half  per  session. 
The  “Hallelujah  Chorus”  is  a  favorite  number. 
For  the  re-dedication  of  the  church  the  choir 
sang,  “How  Excellent  is  Thy  Loving  Kindness, 
O  Lord.” 

Not  all  of  the  work  of  the  Center  is  done 
right  at  the  Center.  Home  visitation  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part.  One  of  the  missionaries  and  Mrs. 
Chikukwa  visit  weekly  in  one  or  another  of  the 
many  sections  of  the  city.  There  is  a  women’s 
prayer  meeting  on  Tuesday  afternoon  in  each 
of  the  neighborhoods,  and  women  staff  members 
endeavor  to  visit  each  one  as  often  as  possible. 
Hospital  visits  also  take  them  away  from  the 
Center,  but  most  of  the  time,  all  seven  members 
of  the  staff  are  “at  home”  to  the  women  who 
need  to  learn  new  skills  for  the  new  culture,  to 
the  men  who  find  the  city  “foreign”  to  their  well- 
known  village  ways,  and  to  the  hundreds  of 
children  and  young  people  who  need  to  play 
together  and  to  learn  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

The  Center  has  done  a  great  deal  to  help 
change  the  attitude  of  many  Africans  toward  the 
church.  Quite  a  number  of  young  people,  espe¬ 
cially  teachers  at  government  schools,  had  grown 
skeptical  about  the  church;  but  gradually  they 
have  come  back  to  it  through  help'mg  at  the 
Center  as  volunteer  workers.  Some  130  volun¬ 
teer  workers  have  acquired  a  new  conception 
of  what  Christianity  is;  they  now  realize  that  it 
is  concerned  not  only  with  the  spiritual  life,  but 
is  also  concerned  with  man’s  complete  develop¬ 
ment. 


A  Double  Dividend  — 


one  for  You  and  one  for 


Christian  Education 

An  Annuity  with  the  General  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Church  pays 
a  DOUBLE  DIVIDEND: 


First,  the  Annuity  provides  you  or  some¬ 
one  you  designate  a  liberal  income,  with 
rates  of  return  as  high  as  7.4%,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  annuitant’s  age.  This 
income  is  not  subject  to  fluctuation,  and 
the  Board  has  never  missed  or  been  late 
with  a  single  payment. 

The  second  “dividend”  is  the  gift  that 
goes  to  the  General  Board  of  Education. 
After  the  annuity  obligation  has  been 
fulfilled,  undesignated  funds  are  divided 
equally  between  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  to  further  the  work  of  Christian 
education  in  our  local  churches,  and  the 
Division  of  Educational  Institutions  to 
aid  in  the  higher  education  of  Methodist 
young  people.  Or,  if  desired,  a  gift  may 
be  designated  to  any  special  project  or 
institution  related  to  the  Board. 


Guaranteed  by  the  General  Board  of 
Education,  an  annuity  gift  pays  a  gen¬ 
erous  lifetime  income  that  is  safe,  regular 
and  sure.  At  the  same  time,  it  gives  the 
donor  the  opportunity  and  satisfaction  of 
helping  in  the  vital  work  of  Christian 
education. 

For  further  information  about  our  an¬ 
nuity  gift  plan,  address 

TREASURER, 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
P.  0.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tenn. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Mrs.  Frederick  William  Bradt,  nee 
Flavilla  Duvall  Rushing,  was  born 
April  29,  1872,  on  the  Rushing  Plan¬ 
tation,  Evergreen,  Louisiana,  to  Dr. 
Stephen  Harris  Rushing  and  wife, 
Flavilla  J.  Duvall  Rushing. 

She  began  her  education  in  a 
private  school  in  Evergreen.  Later, 
in  1881,  her  parents  moved  to  Alex¬ 
andria,  where  they  lived  in  a  cot¬ 
tage  (still  standing)  on  Third  Street, 
across  the  street  from  Baptist  Hos¬ 
pital.  Her  education  continued  in 
Alexandria  and  Shreveport  and 
later  in  Mansfield,  where  she  at¬ 
tended  Mansfield  Female  College. 

She  began  her  Church  affiliation 
in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ever¬ 
green.  After  returning  from  col¬ 
lege  to  Alexandria,  she  attended 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  where 
she  taught  in  the  Sunday  School  for 
many  years.  She  possessed  a  beau¬ 
tiful  lyric  soprano  voice  and  was  in 
popular  demand  for  many  enter¬ 
tainments.  She  gave  of  this  talent 
not  only  to  her  own  church  (First 
Methodist)  but  to  other  churches. 

On  March  5,  1896,  she  became 
the  bride  of  Frederick  William 
Bradt,  in  a  large  church  wedding 
in  the  Methodist  Church  (which 
then  stood  on  the  site  where  now 
stands  Wellan’s  Department  Store), 
the  officiating  minister  being  the 
Reverend  V.  D.  Skipper.  A  recep¬ 
tion  was  held  in  the  home  of  her 
parents,  on  Fourth  and  Washington 
Streets.  There  were  two  children 
bom  of  this  union:  Miss  Flavilla 
Rushing  Bradt,  her  only  survivor, 
and  Emma  Rushing  Bradt,  who 
died  very  young. 

While  spending  a  few  years  in 
New  Orleans,  she  was  a  member  of 
Parker  Memorial  Church.  Among 
her  charitable  work  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  were  St.  Mark’s  Mission 
House  and  the  Kings’  Daughters 
Circle. 

Returning  to  Alexandria  in  1917, 
she  took  up  her  Church  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  work.  In  the  latter 
she  held  various  offices.  She  was 
affiliated  with  the  Ladies  Bible 
Class.  This  class  was  renamed 
“The  Emma  Owen  Bible  Class,”  for 
which  she  wrote  the  constitution 
and  bylaws,  and  was  a  member  of 
this  class  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

She  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Alexandria  Mothers’  Club, 
now  known  as  the  Service  League. 
She  did  extensive  charitable  work 
and  Red  Cross  work  which  included 
sewing  during  three  wars  (Spanish 
American  War  and  two  World 
Wars).  She  also  held  offices  in  the 
Geographic  Club  and  Poets’  Circle. 
Her  brilliant  mind  and  wonderful 
personality  will  be  greatly  missed. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Loyalty  Chapter,  in  which  she  has 
held  many  different  offices.  Gene¬ 
alogy  was  one  of  her  hobbies,  she 
having  descended  from  some  of  the 
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and  UNDER  80  YEARS  OLD? 

•  Ye*,  you  can  still  have  Old  Line  Legal 
Reserve  Life  Insurance  (non-assessible) 
if  you're  in  good  health.  Now  both  men 
and  women  can  get  a  9500  policy  to  pay 
the  last  expenses  without  burdening  the 
family.  Handled  entirely  by  mail  —  low 
monthly  rates.  Use  coupon  to  send 
name,  address,  age  to: 

SECURITY  LIFE 

INSURANCE  CO.  OF  AMERICA 
213  Wesley  Temple  Bldg. 

Minneapolis  3,  Minn. 
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(Use  margin  for  your  age  and  address) 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

A  record  $119,618,515  was  spent 
on  Methodist  church  construction 
projects  during  1958,  it  is  reported 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  P.  Murphy,  of 
Philadelphia,  executive  of  the 
Church’s  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions.  Dr.  Murphy  notes  that  this 
is  more  than  $10,000,000  over  the 
1957  total.  “Methodism,”  he  ob¬ 
served,  “has  made  a  prodigious  ef¬ 
fort  to  build  its  share  of  churches 
to  meet  the  expanding  and  shifting 
population.”  He  also  notes  grow¬ 
ing  interest  in  good  church  architec¬ 
ture. 


Mrs.  Laurance  S.  Rockefeller,  of 
New  York  City,  has  been  named  by 
the  Young  Women’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  U.S.A.  as  chairman 
of  its  World  Service  Council.  The 
Council  is  a  membership  group 
which  promotes  the  international 
interests  of  the  Association.  Mrs. 
Rockefeller,  a  member  of  the  Na- 


first  families  of  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  the  Carolinas. 

The  Confederate  Cause  was  very 
dear  to  her  heart.  Mrs.  Bradt  was 
a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Confederacy  for  fifty-seven  years, 
having  held  different  State  offices, 
among  which  was  State  Historian, 
for  five  years.  She  was  often  called 
upon  to  give  addresses  on  Southern 
History.  She  was  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  T.  O.  Moore  Chapter  and  was 
its  president  for  twelve  years,  hav¬ 
ing  held  other  offices  in  the  chap¬ 
ter.  At  the  time  of  her  death,  she 
was  Honorary  State  President  and 
a  member  of  the  Presidents  Club. 
She  was  a  real  daughter  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  because  her  father  was 
Surgeon-in-chief  of  three  army 
hospitals  in  Rome,  Georgia,  and 
served  four  years  of  the  war  with 
the  Army  of  Tennessee.  She  left 
many  valuable  Confederate  items 
to  the  Confederate  Museum  at 
Mansfield,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Bradt’s  hospitable  home  was 
always  the  center  of  social  and  cul¬ 
tural  life  as  well  as  church  activi¬ 
ties.  She  possessed  an  unusually 
sweet  disposition,  a  true  attribute 
of  a  Christian.  She  maintained  a 
brave  heart  and  a  cheerful  spirit 
during  a  long  illness.  Innumerable 
times  she  stated  to  many  friends 
that  she  was  not  afraid  to  die  and 
was  ready  whenever  her  Maker 
called  her.  In  Christian  resigna¬ 
tion  and  fortitude  she  bore  her  suf¬ 
fering.  She  was  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother  and  made  life  sweeter 
for  all  who  knew  her. 

On  January  6,  1959,  at  the  age  of 
86  years,  8  months  and  7  days,  she 
was  called  to  her  heavenly  home. 
Her  funeral  services  were  conduct¬ 
ed  by  one  of  her  former  pastors, 
Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  assisted  by 
Rev.  James  Jones.  Interment  was 
made  in  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery,  Pine- 
ville,  Louisiana.  The  pall  bearers 
were:  Messrs:  Charles  N.  White, 
Carlton  White,  Horace  White, 
Thornton  Cappel,  W.  Carl  Webb  and 
James  Fomby,  Sr.  The  many  trib¬ 
utes  sent  attested  to  the  love  and 
esteem  held  by  her  many  friends. 

A  loving  friend 
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tional  Board  since  1951  and  current¬ 
ly  vice-chairman  of  the  Foreign  Di¬ 
vision,  succeeds  Mrs.  Harold  A. 
Hatch,  of  New  York  City,  who  had 
held  the  post  for  more  than  ten 
years. 


Emphasizing  the  great  changes  in 
the  pattern  of  health,  education  and 
welfare  services  in  the  United 
States  during  the  past  quarter  cen¬ 
tury,  Dean  John  McDowell,  of  Bos¬ 
ton  University’s  School  of  Social 
Work,  notes  that  a  more  recently 
recognized  need  is  for  professional 
help  in  the  development  of  effect¬ 
ive  community  life.  “Increasingly, 
city  and  regional  planning  agencies 
are  recognizing  that  people  must 
be  planned  ‘with’  as  well  as  planned 
‘for,’  ”  said  Dean  McDowell.  “Mil¬ 
lions  of  people  feel  like  unwilling 
victims  to  change  over  which  they 
think  they  have  little  or  no  control, 
but  Americans  everywhere  can  be¬ 
come  participants  in  changing 
American  cities.  City  planners  are 
coming  more  and  more  to  recognize 
that  people  must  be  involved  in 
making  plans  if  they  are  expected 
to  make  use  of  the  results  ...  In 
these  days  of  very  complicated  so¬ 
cial  organization,  the  command¬ 
ment  ‘Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself’ 
may  be  obeyed  not  only  through 
giving  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  thirs¬ 
ty  one,  but  through  participating  in 
a  citizens’  committee  workshop 
with  a  redevelopment  project,  or  in 
a  committee  of  a  health  and  welfare 
council.  The  cup  of  water  now  is 
given  through  the  institutions  and 
agencies  which  you  support  with 
your  contributions  of  money  and 
time.”- 


THREE  METH.  LEADERS 
MISSING  AFTER  N.  Y. 
AIRLINER  CRASH 

(Continued  from,  page  1) 
to  The  Methodist  Church  through 
their  pastoral  ministry,  their  ser¬ 
vice  to  TRAFCO,  their  friendly  in¬ 
terest  in  the  welfare  of  others,  their 
unselfish,  unstinting  giving  of  them- 


Tour  to  Africa  to 
Start  in  May,  1959 

A  Methodist  mission  tour  of 
Africa  has  been  announced  for  the 
summer  of  1959.  The  tenative  dates 
for  the  five-weeks  tour  will  be  from 
May  2  to  June  7.  The  sponsors  are 
the  Division  of  World  Missions  and 
the  Joint  Section  of  Education  and 
Cultivation  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 
The  primary  objective  of  the  tour 
will  be  to  observe  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  most  of  the  church’s 
fields,  the  Rev.  John  R.  Wilkins, 
tour  director,  said.  Dr.  Wilkins  is 
the  director  of  the  board’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Missionary  Education. 
There  will  also  be  opportunity  for 
the  group  to  visit  spots  of  general 
interest  such  as  Victoria  Falls  and 
the  Pyramids  in  Egypt,  he  said.  The 
tour  will  be  principally  by  air. 

“The  tour  to  Africa  will  be  espe¬ 
cially  timely  next  summer,”  Dr. 
Wilkins  said,  “because  one  of  the 
mission  study  themes  for  Method¬ 
ists  in  1959  will  be  Africa.”  Any 
person  interested  in  more  detailed 
information  may  write  to  Dr.  Wil¬ 
kins  at  150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York 
11,  N.Y. 


selves,  and  the  shining  example  of 
their  unwavering  Christian  faith. 

Survivors  of  Mr.  Woodburn  in¬ 
cluded  a  wife,  Meda,  and  two  chil¬ 
dren;  Robert,  15;  and  Virginia,  12. 
Their  address  is  1801  Glen  Echo 
Road,  Nashville  12,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Meadows  leaves  a  wife,  Nor¬ 
ma,  and  two  children;  David,  14; 
and  Nancy,  13.  They  live  at  2609 
Crestwood  Road,  Nashville  14,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Mr.  Walton  is  survived  by  a  wife, 
Mary  Jane,  and  four  children;  Pa¬ 
tricia  Jane,  10;  Pamela  Jeane,  8; 
William  Carlisle  III,,  4;  and  Charles 
Lee,  21  months.  They  live  at  1118 
Sparta  Road,  Nashville  9,  Tennes¬ 
see. 
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Centenary 
College  News 

Miss  Virginia  Carlton,  head  of  the 
mathematics  department  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  has  completed  require¬ 
ments  for  the  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
degree  at  Northwestern  University, 
Evanston,  Ill.  She  will  be  awarded 
the  degree  at  special  ceremonies  to 
be  held  in  Evanston  in  June.  Miss 
Carlton  is  a  summa  cum  laude 
graduate  of  .  Centenary  and  earned 
her  master’s  degree  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  returned  to  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  faculty  in  September,  1957, 
after  having  taught  at  her  alma 
mater  for  two  «years  previously, 
1946-48. 


Mrs.  Sue  Boydston,  enrollment 
counsellor  at  Centenary  College, 
will  speak  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Monday, 
Feb.  16,  at  the  Alexander  district 
MYF  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Ev¬ 
ergreen  Methodist  Church,  Rev. 
Carl  Lipe,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Boydston  attended  the  sub¬ 
district  meeting  at  St.  Paul’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans  Jan¬ 
uary  18.  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son  is  pastor  of  the  host  church.  On 
Jan.  25,  she  attended  the  sub-dis¬ 
trict  meeting  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Coushatta,  where  Rev. 
Fred  Schwindimann,  whose  son  is 
a  student  at  Centenary,  is  pastor. 
On  Jan.  31,  she  represented  Cen¬ 
tenary  at  the  district  meeting  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Houma,  where  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
B.  A.  Galloway. 

At  each  of  the  meetings,  Mrs. 
Boydston  discussed  the  program  of 
Centenary  College  and  showed  col¬ 
ored  slides  of  campus  life.  An  act¬ 
ive  member  of  Shreveport’s  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Boydston 
formerly  taught  a  Sunday  School 
class  for  business  women  and 
served  as  superintendent  of  one  of 
the  church  departments. 


Miss  Lenore  Rees,  dean  of  women 
at  Centenary  College,  represented 
the  institution,  February  7,  at  the 
inauguration  of  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Steen 
as  president  of  Stephen  F.  Austin 
College  in  Nacogdoches,  Texas.  A 
personal  friend  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Steen,  Miss  Rees  formerly  taught 
in  the  public  school  system  of 
Bryan,  Tex.,  with  Mrs.  Steen. 


Leslie  E.  Burris,  instructor  in 
English  at  Centenary  College, 
spoke,  February  4,  at  the  Family 
Night  program  at  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Burris, 
whose  topic  was,  “The  World  of 
Books  Can  Belong  to  You,”  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  pastor,  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes. 


Dr.  Douglas  Jackson,  associate 
professor  at  Perkins  school  of  the¬ 
ology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  Tex.,  was  guest  speaker 
Thursday  in  the  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  at  Centenary  College.  He 
was  introduced  by  the  Rev.  James 
A.  McLean,  director  of  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  at  Centenary. 


Dr.  Donald  W.  Emerich,  associate 
professor  of  chemistry,  reviewed 
the  Linus  Pauling  book,  “No  More 
War,”  under  sponsorship  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  at 
Centenary  College  on  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning.  L.  E.  Fletcher,  president  of 
the  MSM,  presided,  and  many  local 
residents  attended. 


Leaders  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  at  Centenary  College 


figured  prominently  among  the  12 
students  selected  for  listing  in  this 
year’s  “Who’s  Who  Among  Students 
in  American  Colleges  and  Univer¬ 
sities.” 

Methodist  students  represented  in 
the  group  are  the  following:  Mar¬ 
cella  Rae  Flynt,  Baton  Rouge;  Mar¬ 
garet  Cornelia  Agurs,  Shreveport; 
John  Kirkland  “Buddy”  Graham, 
Keithville;  Charles  Wilder,  Eros; 
Jerry  Woods,  Tyler,  Tex.;  Mary 
Lou  Gassen,  Sulphur;  Abbie  Terry, 
El  Dorado,  Ark.;  Sam  Maxey,  Sib¬ 
ley,  and  Cecile  Plummer,  Waco, 
Tex. 

Students  of  other  denominations 
included  on  this  year’s  list  are  Lar¬ 
ry  McKinstry,  Bastrop;  Mimi  Ling- 
enfelter,  Shreveport;  and  Francis 
Kelker,  Shreveport. 

Miss  Agurs,  Miss  Gassen  and 
Miss  Terry  all  are  juniors  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  while  the  other  nine  are 
members  of  the  senior  class.  The 
honor  is  restricted  to  junior  and 
senior  students,  who  are  nominated 
by  joint  action  of  the  faculty  and 
students  and  then  passed  on  by  the 
Student  Affairs  committee.  Leader¬ 
ship,  scholarship  and  service  are 
the  qualifications  for  the  honor. 

Miss  Flynt,  who  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Centenary  MSM, 
now  is  a  member  of  the  college 
board  of  Motive  magazine,  official 
publication  of  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement.  She  also  has  served 
as  vice  president  and  secretary  of 
the  Louisiana  MSM  and  as  public¬ 
ity  chairman  of  the  Centenary 
group.  Miss  Flynt,  who  is  associate 
chief  justice  of  the  Centenary  Honor 
Court  and  member  of  the  Maroon 


Jackets,  honorary  women’s  group, 
also  holds  membership  in  numerous 
other  campus  groups. 

Miss  Agurs  has  been  a  member 
of  the  MSM  for  the  past  three  years 
and  served  as  program  chairman 
last  year.  She  also  is  president  of 
the  Young  People’s  Class  at  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  Miss  Agurs  won  the 
Alpha  Chi  award  as  the  outstanding 
freshman  on  the  campus  and  the 
freshman  chemistry  award  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  during  the  academic  year  of 
1956-57. 

Young  Graham,  who  has  been 
active  in  the  MSM  through  his  four 
years  at  Centenary,  is  editor  of 
The  Conglomerate,  campus  news¬ 
paper,  this  year  and  serves  as  sec¬ 
retary  of  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity. 
A  pre-medical  student,  he  also  is 
president  of  Omicron  Delta  Kappa, 
national  honorary  leadership  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  has  won  numerous 
honors  on  the  campus. 

Wilder  has  served  as  both  pro¬ 
gram  chairman  and  treasurer  of 
the  MSM  at  Centenary  and  also  is 
active  in  Kappa  Chi,  ministerial 
group.  He  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Quest  committee,  which 
sponsors  daily  worship  services  on 
campus,  and  also  has  held  state  and 
regional  offices  in  Methodist  young 
people’s  groups. 

Woods  also  has  been  active  in  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  and 
has  served  a  number  of  office  and 
committee  chairmanships.  He,  too,  is 
a  pre-ministerial  student  who  holds 
membership  in  Kappa  Chi  and  as¬ 
sists  in  the  Quest  worship  program. 

Miss  Gassen,  also  an  MSM  mem- 


N.  0.  Dist.  Holds  Every 
Member  Canvass  Workshop 

Every  Member  Canvass  Wort 
shops  were  held  in  the  New  Orleans 
District  under  the  direction  of  the 
District  Director  of  Stewardship 
Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  on 
January  19th  and  20th.  The  first 
Workshop  was  conducted  in  First 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  second 
in  the  Pearl  River  Church.  Those 
participating  in  this  program  were: 
Dr.  M.  F.  Matta,  Mr.  Ernest  Arnold, 
Mr.  Bob  Mittelstaedt,  Rev.  Ebb 
Munden,  Rev.  James  Christie,  Mr. 
Don  Gross,  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Charles 
Carrell,  Rev.  Marvin  Corley,  Mr.  A1 
Hanson,  Rev.  Art  Baker,  Rev.  Mims 
Robertson. 


ber  and  a  member  of  Kappa  Chi, 
has  served  committee  chairman¬ 
ships  in  both  organizations  and  is 
active  in  the  Maroon  Jackets,  Cen- 
coe,  Chi  Omega  sorority  and  many 
other  organizations.  Miss  Terry 
serves  as  piano  accompanist  for  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  secretary 
of  the  junior  class,  is  a  Maroon 
Jacket  and  is  secretary  of  Pan- 
Hellenic.  She,  too,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  MSM  throughout  her 
college  career.  Maxey,  a  married 
student,  is  a  member  of  MSM,  the 
Honor  Court,  ODK  and  many  other 
groups. 

All  of  this  year’s  honorees  are 
members  of  Centenary’s  various 
honorary  groups  and  are  affiliated 
with  many  social  organizations  on 
the  campus. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  for  Louisiana  State  Univer¬ 
ity  in  New  Orleans  was  formally  organized  January  29 
i  a  meeting  of  Methodist  students  held  at  the  Elysian 
ields  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 

The  Older  Youth  of  the  Elysian  Fields  church  were 
osts  for  the  organizational  meeting,  which  was  led  by 
'ev.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  director  of  the  Tulane- 
lewcomb  Wesley  Foundation. 

The  L.S.U.N.O.  Wesley  Foundation,  newest  of  Loui- 
iana  Methodism's  student  organizations,  will  serve 
\ethodist  students  in  the  growing  student  body  of  the 
ew  university  which  is  expected  to  enroll  10,000  stu- 
ents  within  ten  years. 

The  group  will  hold  their  meetings  each  Sunday  at 


4:30  p.m.  beginning  February  8.  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  <s 
the  director.  The  new  "Wesley''  will  have  its  home  at 
the  Elysian  Fields  church,  which  is  located  only  W 
blocks  from  the  campus,  until  permanent  quarters  on  or 
adjacent  to  the  campus  can  be  secured. 

A  provisional  council  was  chosen  to  perfect  the  or¬ 
ganization,  composed  of  Grace  Miller,  Carol  Jean  Pill 
man,  Brenda  Jones,  Gene  Roos,  Ray  Yount,  Ansel  Mi 
and  Mr.  Daughenbaugh. 

Other  leaders  present  for  the  meeting  were  W 
Henry  A.  Rickey,  district  -superintendent  of  the  He* 
Orleans  district;  David  Duke *  chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Education  of  the  host  Church;  and  the  host  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  James  E.  Christie. 
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Conference  Board 
Sponsoring  Essay 
Contest  for  Seniors 


March  15-16-17  In  New  Orleans 

Dr.  W.  R.  Cannon  To  Be  Jones  Memorial 
Lecturer  at  Rayne  Memorial  Church 


Temperance  Board 
Postpones  Action 
On  Agency  Merger 


An  essay  contest  open  to  all  high 
school  students  is  now  underway 
throughout  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana  sponsored  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities  in  cooperation  with  the  con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Higher  Ed¬ 
ucation. 

The  purpose  of  the  contest,  ac¬ 
cording  to  W.  B.  Glover,  of  Winns- 
boro,  chairman  of  the  board’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Essay  Contest,  is  to  ac¬ 
quaint  students  in  the  high  schools 
of  Louisiana  with  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  program  of  studies  and 
activities  of  that  institution;  and  to 
encourage  students  of  the  state  high 
schools  to  find  out  for  themselves 
the  advantages  of  attending  a  Chris¬ 
tian  college. 

Entrants  are  asked  to  submit  es¬ 
says  of  not  more  than  300  words  on 
the  subject  “What  I  Expect  of  a 
Christian  College.” 

The  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
contest  follow: 

1.  Eligibility:  All  bona  fide  senior  students 
of  high  schools  in  Louisiana,  who  are 
Methodist,  have  a  "B"  average  in  schol¬ 
arship,  and  show  promise  of  future  lead¬ 
ers  may  enter. 

2.  Requirements:  Each  essay,  to  exceed 
no  more  than  300  words  and  to  be  no 
less  than  250  words  and  to  be  concerned 
with  the  subject:  "What  I  expect  of  a 
Christian  College.” 

3.  Prizes:  Prizes  will  be  given  in  each  of 
the  eight  conference  districts  in  the  state 
as  follows:  First  prize  $50,  second  prize 
$30,  third  prize  $20.  First  place  winner 
in  the  state  will  receive  a  scholarship 
granted  by  Centenary  College  that 
amounts  to  $450.  A  board  of  judges  in 
each  district  will  decide  the  district  win¬ 
ners  and  the  author  of  the  best  essay 
in  the  state  will  be  decided  by  a  board 
of  judges  selected  by  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities. 

4.  Manuscripts :  The  writer  must  discuss 
the  chosen  subject  stated  in  rule  2  in  no 
more  than  300  words  or  less  than  250 
words.  Entries  must  be  written  clearly 
if  by  hand,  and  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only.  Typewritten,  double-spaced  en¬ 
tries  are  preferred,  but  not  necessary. 
The  writer’s  name,  age,  home  address, 
school  class  and  instructor’s  full  name 
must  be  written  on  the  top  left  comer 
of  each  sheet.  The  total  number  of 
words  must  be  indicated  on  the  first 
sheet. 

5.  Deadline:  All  entries  must  be  in  the 
mail  or  delivered  in  person  to  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  scholarship  committee  in 
each  district  by  April  30,  1959.  Essays  of 
first  place  winners  in  each  district  will 
be  mailed  or  delivered  to  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  by  May  15, 
1959.  No  manuscripts  will  be  returned. 

6.  Wording:  All  essays  must  be  entirely 
original  with  the  writer  and  any  quota¬ 
tions  cited  must  be  identified  and  indi¬ 
cated.  Direct  use  of  comments  from 
source  materials  must  be  indicated  by 
quotation  marks. 

7-  Judging:  Winners  of  first,  second,  and 
third  places  will  be  made  by  competent 
judges  selected  by  the  Conference  Board 
of  Lay  Activities.  The  winner  of  the  first 
place  in  the  state  will  be  selected  by 
capable  judges,  selected  by  the  scholar¬ 
ship  committee  of  Centenary  College  and 
the  Board  of  Lay  Activities.  All  de¬ 
cisions  will  be  final. 

8-  Publication:  The  names  of  all  winners 
and  those  who  entered  the  contest  will 
be  published  in  the  daily  papers  of  the 
state.  The  author  of  the  prize-winning 
essay  in  the  state  will  be  presented  and 
essay  read  at  the  Laymans  Annual  Re¬ 
treat  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 


Dr.  William  R.  Cannon,  Dean  of  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  of 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  will  be  the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  Lecturer 
for  1959,  according  to  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex,  pastor  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 

The  annual  lecturer  series  will  be  held  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Church 
March  15,  16.  and  17. 

Dr.  Cannon  is  a  distinguished  theologian,  lecturer,  writer  and  teacher. 
Among  lectures  Dr.  Cannon  has  given  also  a  series  at  Ministers  Week  at 
Southern  Methodist  University.  He  is  a  recognized  authority  in  the  field 
of  Wesleyan  Theology. 

The  general  theme  of  the  lectures  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Cannon  is  Oyr 
- - — - Heritage  of  Faith.”  The  first  lecture 


66 Living  Gifts 99  Set 
Record  in  1958 

Arithmetic  teachers  say  you  can’t 
add  cows,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats. 
But  Heifer  Project  Inc.  does.  To¬ 
gether,  they  represented  38,663  “liv¬ 
ing  gifts”  sent  to  refugees,  schools, 
orphanages,  hospitals  and  rural 
families  around  the  world  in  1958. 

“A  living  gift  has  a  unique  qual¬ 
ity,”  Thurl  Metzger  said  in  making 
the  agency’s  report  on  the  past 
year’s  distribution.  “First  it  has 
value  in  itself  and  then  it  increases 
this  value  through  its  offspring.” 

Heifer  Project  shipments  are  the 
gifts  of  U.  S.  farmers,  church 
groups  and  private  soures.  Much 
of  the  agency’s  work  is  carried  on 
with  the  cooperation  of  Church 
World  Service,  the  relief  and  re¬ 
habilitation  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  By  March  1st,  the  Pastor  and 
Chairman  of  the  Official  Board 
and  Chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Finance,  should  have 
chosen  the  General  Chairman 
for  the  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass. 

2.  The  four  people  named  above 
now  complete  the  EMC  organ¬ 
ization  by  choosing  chairmen 
for  these  three  committees: 
Program  and  Resources;  Ma¬ 
terials,  Education  and  Publici¬ 
ty;  and  Visitation.  (See  EMC 
Manual  pgs  6-7), 

3.  The  General  Committee  should 
meet,  prior  to  March  8th,  to 
discuss  plans  and  clear  respon¬ 
sibilities.  A  Manual  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
member  by  the  time  of  the 
meeting. 

4.  The  General  Committee  should 
also  order  such  materials  as 
Program  Builder  Work  sheets, 
Resource  Group  Work  sheets 
and  Master  lists. 


of  the  series  will  be  given  in  the 
morning  service  at  10:50  o’clock, 
Sunday,  March  15,  and  is  entitled 
“Paul:  The  Faith  of  an  Apostle.” 
The  Sunday  evening  lecture  will  be 
given  at  7:30  o’clock  and  is  entitled 
“Athanasius:  The  Faith  of  a  Theo¬ 
logian.”  On  Monday  morning  at 
10:30  o’clock,  Dr.  Cannon  will  speak 
on  “Leo  I:  The  Faith  of  a  Church¬ 
man,”  and  on  Monday  evening  at 
7:30,  “Francis  of  Assisi:  The  Faith 
of  a  Saint.”  Dr.  Cannon’s  subject 
on  Tuesday  morning  at  10:30 
o’clock  will  be  “Martin  Luther:  The 
Faith  of  a  Reformer,”  and  at  7:30 
Tuesday  evening,  “John  Wesley: 
The  Faith  of  an  Evangelist.” 

Rayne  Memorial  Church  extends 
a  cordial  welcome  to  everyone  to 
hear  Dr.  Cannon  in  this  series  of 
lectures. 

The  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  Lectures 
are  provided  each  year  by  Mrs.  C. 
D.  Cadwallader  as  a  memorial  to 
the  late  C.  I.  Jones,  a  long  time 
member  and  leader  in  Rayne  Me¬ 
morial. 

Annual  Pastor’s 
School  Scheduled 
For  August  10-14 

The  program  and  the  date  for  the 
annual  Pastor’s  School  for  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  of 
Shreveport,  chairman  of  the  school. 

Dr.  Ellis  Finger  of  Jackson,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  president  of  Millsaps  Col¬ 
lege,  will  be  the  platform  speaker 
for  the  school  which  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  for  August  10-14,  on  the  camp¬ 
us  of  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  change  in  dates  of  the 
school  pointing  out  that  the  1959 
date  is  two  weeks  earlier  than  us¬ 
ual. 

The  faculty  for  the  school  includes 
Dr.  Earl  Fergurson  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  staff  member  of  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary,  who  will  offer  a  course  on 
Homilitics;  Dr.  Albert  Barnett  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  staff  member  of  Em¬ 
ory  University,  who  will  teach  a 
course  on  the  Bible;  and  Dr.  Carl 
Mickalson  of  Madison,  N.  J.  Drew 


Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  has 
postponed  action  on  the  proposed 
merger  of  the  agency  with  two  oth¬ 
er  general  social  relations  boards  of 
the  church — World  Peace,  and  So¬ 
cial  and  Economic  Relations — both 
of  Chicago. 

At  its  annual  meeting  here  Jan. 
28-30,  the  temperance  board  voted 
to  defer  “action  at  this  time”  pend¬ 
ing  a  study  to  be  made  by  the  Co¬ 
ordinating  Council. 

The  council,  at  its  meeting  last 
Nov.  24-25  in  Los  Angeles,  report¬ 
edly  accepted  in  principle  the  pro¬ 
posed  merger  of  the  three  boards 
and  authorized  its  committee  on 
structure  to  formulate  a  plan  of 
merger. 

It  is  understood  that  any  such 
plan  would  be  subject  to  action  by 
the  1960  General  Conference. 

The  temperance  board  said  it  had 
received  no  information  from  the 
Coordinating  Council,  but  would 
cooperate  fully  “in  any  such  study 
which  may  be  undertaken.” 

“Specifically,  we  feel  the  need  of 
a  detailed  job  analysis  of  the  three 
boards,  an  analysis  of  the  use  of 
time  of  the  staff  members,  and  other 
pertinent  and  related  data,”  the 
board  stated. 


School  of  Theology,  who  will  offer 
a  course  on  Theology. 

Rev.  Mr.  Harper  also  announced 
that  Bishop  Banquet,  a  feature  of 
last  year’s  Pastor’s  School  will  be 
held  again  this  year. 

The  school  is  held  each  year  for 
ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Feb.  19-Feb.  28  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Feb.  19  .  I  Corinthians  9:1-14 

Feb.  20  .  I  Corinthians  9:15-27 

Feb.  21  .  I  Corinthians  10:1-13 

Feb.  22  .  I  Corinthians  10:14-11:1 

Feb.  23  .  I  Corinthians  11:2-16 

Feb.  24  .  I  Corinthians  11:17-34 

Feb.  25  .  I  Corinthians  12:1-13 

Feb.  26  .  I  Corinthians  12:14-31 

Feb.  27  .  I  Corinthians  13:1-13 

Feb.  28  .  I  Corinthians  14:1-12 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  THREE  TRAFCO  OFFICIALS  KILLED  IN  AIR  DIS¬ 
ASTER  —  Three  Methodist  clergymen  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  killed  in  a 
plane  crash  here  which  took  the  lives  of  65  persons  including  one  other 
minister,  a  Missouri  Synod  Lutheran.  The  Methodists  were  (left  to  right) 
the  Revs.  William  A.  Meadows,  36;  Roger  W.  Woo dburn,  46;  and  W.  Car¬ 
lisle  Walton,  Jr.,  40.  They  were  all  members  of  the  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  (TRAFCO)  of  The  Methodist  Church  who  were  coming 
to  New  York  from  a  Methodist  Board  of  Lay  Activities  meeting  in  Chicago. 
They  planned  to  attend  a  meeting  here  of  the  Methodist  Television  Ministry 
committee.  (RNS  photo) 


To  Make  Extensive  Studies 

Board  Of  Temperance  To  Extend  Scope 
Of  Research  And  Educational  Programs 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (MI)  — The  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
plans  to  extend  its  research  and  educational  programs  on  social  problems 
related  to  gambling,  narcotics  and  pornography. 

At  its  annual  meeting  here  Jan.  28-30,  the  board  authorized  the  staff 
to  make  an  intensive  study  this  year  of  problems  related  to  the  use  of  nar¬ 
cotics,  including  a  fact-finding  seminar. 

Similar  studies  of  gambling,  lewd  magazines  and  other  obscenities  were 
-  authorized  for  1960. 


Methodists  Lose 
Lead  To  Catholics 
In  86th  Congress 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)— Roman 
Catholics  have  overtaken  the  Meth¬ 
odists  to  lead  all  denominations  in 
the  religious  affiliation  of  members 
of  the  86th  Congress. 

Catholics  now  number  103,  a  gain 
of  10  over  the  last  session.  Method¬ 
ists,  long  the  largest  group,  dropped 
from  105  members  to  98. 

A  survey  by  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  first  reported  that  the  Meth¬ 
odists  had  retained  their  lead  with 
105  members.  However,  an  error 
was  dicsovered  in  the  tabulation 
and  a  correction  was  issued  show¬ 
ing  fewer  Methodists. 

Methodists  continue  to  lead  in  the 
Senate  with  17,  and  are  second  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  with 
81.  The  survey  lists  12  Catholics  in 
the  Senate  and  91  in  the  House. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  Catho¬ 
lics  have  comprised  the  largest  de¬ 
nominational  group  among  the 
members  of  Congress. 

Protestants  in  general  total  412. 
There  are  12  Jewish  members,  one 
Hindu,  and  five  members  who  chose 
not  to  reveal  their  affiliation,  if  any. 

The  68  Presbyterians  comprise  the 
second  largest  Protestant  group, 
followed  closely  by  64  Baptists  and 
63  Episcopalians.  There  are  26  Con- 
gregationalists  and  21  Lutherans. 


Board  Of  Hospitals 
And  Homes  Honor 
Two  Meth.  Laymen 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  (MI) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes  honored  two  Methodist 
laymen  here  by  naming  them  to 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Hall 
of  Fame  in  Philanthropy. 

Those  honored  were:  Frank  E. 
Baker,  611  Rose  Lane,  Bryn  Mawr, 
Pa.,  a  Philadelphia  investment  brok¬ 
er,  and  W.  Glover  Giles,  2810  Rain¬ 
bow  Drive,  Louisville,  Ky.,  business 
executive. 

The  awards  were  made  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  at  the  annual  convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Method¬ 
ist  Hospitals  and  Homes  in  the 
Sheraton- Jefferson  hotel,  St.  Louis. 
Bishop  William  T.  Watkins  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  presented  en¬ 
grossed  citations  to  each  honoree. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  in  Philanthropy, 
known  also  as  “The  Honor  Society 
of  the  Healing  and  Helping  Hand,” 
was  established  in  1940  by  the  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes  as  a  means 
of  honoring  outstanding  contribu¬ 
tors  of  time,  service,  or  money  to 
Methodist  philanthropic  institutions. 


Frontiers  of  Faith 
Wins  Sylvania  Award 

The  National  Council’s  showcase 
NBC-TV  program  FRONTIERS  OF 
FAITH  shared  the  spotlight  with 
Leonard  Bernstein  and  other  top 
TV  personalities  and  programs  at 
the  eighth  annual  Sylvania  Awards 
dinner  on  January  22  at  the  Hotel 
Plaza  in  New  York.  The  “outstand¬ 
ing  program  award”  for  1958  in  the 
religious  category,  was  presented  to 
NBC  for  the  three-faith  series  of 


Church  Construction  Sets 
New  January  Mark 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Church 
construction  got  off  to  a  big  start 
in  1959,  setting  a  new  January  mark 
of  $73,000,000,  the  U.S.  Departments 
of  Commerce  and  Labor  reported 
here. 

Even  though  this  was  a  seasonal 
decline  of  $5,000,000  from  the  De¬ 
cember  figure  because  of  inclement 
weather,  it  topped  January,  1958, 
by  $5,000,000. 

Building  activity  by  non-public 
schools  and  colleges,  most  of  which 
are  church-related  also  got  off  to  a 
brisk  start,  totaling  $47,000,000, 
compared  with  $43,000,000  in  the 
same  month  a  year  ago. 

Non-public  hospital  and  institu¬ 
tional  construction,  which  has  been 
declining  a  little  after  a  rapid  spurt 
in  1958,  totaled  $48,000,000  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  a  decline  of  $3,000,000  from 
last  year’s  record  level. 


which  FRONTIERS  OF  FAITH  is 
a  major  part. 

Beginning  in  1951  as  a  televised 
church  service,  FRONTIERS  OF 
FAITH  in  1958  offered  such  out¬ 
standing  dramatic  presentations  as 
the  Henry  Gallaudet  story,  “Song 
out  of  Silence”  and  the  hour-long 
Easter  program  “This  Prisoner  Ba- 
rabbas;”  also  a  series  of  provocative 
discussion  programs  in  June  and 
July  and  in  September  “The  Rainy 
Season,”  a  four-part  dramatic  series 
on  the  problems  of  retirement.  The 
three-faith  series  is  offered  by  the 
network  at  1:30-2:00  p.  m.  Sundays 
on  the  NBC-TV  network  (5:00  p.  m. 
in  the  summer  months).  It  has  an 
estimated  audience,  according  to  the 
network  of  two  and  a  half  million. 


Emphasis  on  these  three  social 
problems  also  will  be  included  in 
the  board’s  annual  Commitment 
Day  program  which  heretofore  has 
been  confined  mainly  to  alcoholic 
beverages. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord,  Boston, 
Mass.,  is  president  of  the  board,  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  is  general  secre¬ 
tary. 

In  other  action  the  board — 

— Approved  tentative  plans  for  an 
International  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies  and  Christian  Action  to  be 
held  in  Frankfurt,  Germany,  in 
1961. 

— Agreed  to  study  the  possibility 
of  establishing  a  rehabilitation  cen¬ 
ter  for  alcoholics  at  a  Methodist  hos¬ 
pital,  and  to  seek  the  cooperation 
of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  and 
the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
in  sponsoring  one  or  more  pilot 
clinics. 

— Voted  to  explore  the  possibility 
of  sponsoring  special  training  at 
Methodist  seminaries  in  the  coun¬ 
seling  of  alcoholics. 

— Recommended  production  of  a 
new  film  for  youth  dealing  with  the 
moral  implications  of  driving  a  car. 

— Re-affirmed  previous  action 
calling  for  Congressional  legislation 
to  ban  the  serving  of  alcoholic  bev- 
reages  on  commercial  airlines,  and 
the  interstate  advertising  of  such 
beverages  by  the  mails  (newspapers 
and  magazines),  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion. 

— Stressed  the  need  of  joining 
with  the  Boards  of  World  Peace 
and  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
in  setting  up  a  Washington  “legisla¬ 
tive  office”  for  social  issues. 


Re-Broadcast  Of 
“MD  International” 
Slated  For  Feb.  22 

New  York  (BM)-“MD  Interna¬ 
tional,”  an  hour-long  television  pro¬ 
gram  showing  the  work  of  Ameri¬ 
can  doctors  overseas,  will  be  re¬ 
broadcast  on  the  National  Broad¬ 
cast  Company’s  television  network 
from  5  to  6  p.  m.  (Eastern  Standard 
Time)  Sunday,  February  22. 

The  documentary  film,  which 
shows  three  Methodist  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  work,  was  first  broad¬ 
cast  on  NBC-TV  in  January,  1958 
It  was  originally  presented  by  the 
American  Medical  Association  and 
Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  a  part  of 
the  “March  of  Medicine”  television 
series.  After  the  first  showing,  “MD 
International”  received  favorable 
comments  from  TV  critics  and  was 
praised  by  viewers,  the  medical 
profession  and  the  clergy. 

Of  eight  major  sequences  in  “MD 
International,”  a  majority  deal  with 
the  work  of  American  missionary 
doctors,  both  Protestant  and  Rom¬ 
an  Catholic. 

Board  of  Missions  spokesmen  said 
the  showing  of  “MD  International” 
at  this  time  is  especially  significant 
for  Methodists,  as  it  can  serve  as  an 
introduction  to  the  1959-60  Method¬ 
ist  churchwide  mission  study  on 
medical  missions. 


Kinescopes  Available 
Now  To  Churches 

If  you’ve  seen  and  liked  some 
of  the  outstanding  programs  in 
the  FRONTIERS  OF  FAITH  se¬ 
ries  on  NBC,  Sundays  1:30-2:00 
p.  m.  ET.  and  wished  you  could 
see  them  again  or  show  them  to 
a  group,  then  write  to  us  right 
away,  because  now  it  can  be 
done. 

Kinescopes  are  available  on 
most  of  the  NBC  programs  for 
the  past  four  years.  A  list  and 
description  of  what  is  available 
is  yours  for  the  asking.  Write — 
Attention  O  r  v  e  1  Black,  Broad¬ 
casting  and  Film  Commission, 
220  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  1, 
New  York  and  we  will  send  you 
a  list.  Then  order  what  you  want 
for  the  dates  you  want  and  the 
kinescopes  will  be  sent  to  you 
post-paid.  Requests  have  been  so 
heavy  for  these  that  we’ve  had 
to  put  on  a  $5.00  service  charge 
which  shouid  accompany  your 
request. 

Kinescopes  cannot  be  broad¬ 
cast  again,  nor  can  they  be  shown 
where  admission  is  charged  for 
viewing.  They  are  strictly  for 
educational  use  and  discussion¬ 
starting,  but  they  have  served 
very  effectively  in  this  way.  If 
your  programming  needs  a  new 
idea,  this  may  be  it.  There  are 
dramas,  discussions,  musicals  and 

We  hope  this  service  will  be 
helpful  and  that  it  will  be  used. 
Warning:  there  are  limited  copies 
of  each  subject,  so  better  give 
us  alternative  titles  when  you 
can,  in  case  your  first  choice  is 
unavailable. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  ' FOR  PEACE  AND  FREEDOM '  —  This  poster  is 
being  used  by  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews  here  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  25th  annual  Brotherhood  Week,  Feb.  15-22.  It  depicts  the  theme 
of  the  observance:  " For  Peace  and  Freedom."  During  the  week,  Americans 
of  all  religious  groups  are  asked  to  focus  their  attention  on  the  problem 
of  living  together  in  good  will  and  understanding.  President  Eisenhower  is 
honorary  chairman  of  the  observance.  (RNS  photo) 


Religious  Enterprises 
Get  51  Per  Cent 
Of  Philanthrophy 

New  York  (RNS) — Philanthropic 
giving  to  religious  enterprises  in 
this  country  last  year  reached  $3,- 
641,000,000,  more  than  half  of  the 
total  for  1958. 

The  figure  was  announced  here 
by  the  American  Association  of 


Fund-Raising  Counsel,  which  or¬ 
ganizes,  directs  and  advises  drives 
to  raise  money. 

It  said  the  religious  contributions 
were  51  per  cent  of  the  total  $7,- 
100,000,000  for  the  year.  The  re¬ 
mainder  was  divided  among  these 
other  fields:  welfare,  18  per  cent; 
health,  14;  education,  12;  founda¬ 
tions,  3;  and  miscellaneous,  2. 


RIAL  Gets  $8  Million  Free  Advertising 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — Religion  in  American  Life  received  space  and 
radio-TV  time  valued  at  more  than  $8,000,000  last  year  to  promote  its 
annual  campaign  for  regular  attendance  and  support  of  churches  and 
synagogues. 

Dr.  Earle  B.  Pleasant,  national  director  of  RIAL,  making  his  annual 
report  to  its  board  of  directors,  said  that  the  drive  used  6,509  billboards, 
89,231  cards  in  buses,  street  cars  and  subway  trains  across  the  country, 
9,012  three-sheet  outdoor  posters,  and  7,555  advertisements  in  daily  and 


w ccAiy  ncwapctpci &  duu  nidgdz.iiieb. 

In  addition,  he  said,  more  than 
two  billion  impressions  were  made 
over  radio  and  TV.  An  impression 
is  a  spot  announcement  seen  or 
heard  once  in  a  home. 

The  RIAL  program  is  sponsored 
by  a  Laymen’s  Committee  compris¬ 
ing  members  of  various  faiths.  It 
is  supported  by  26  national  religious 
bodies  with  American  business  co¬ 
operating  through  the  Advertising 
Council.  Last  year  the  Salvation 
Army  and  the  Council  of  Commun¬ 
ity  Churches  joined  in  supporting 
the  program. 

Highlight  of  the  campaign  each 
year  is  the  observance  of  November 
as  “Religion  in  American  Life 
Month.”  Theme  of  the  1958-59  pro¬ 
gram  was:  “Find  the  Strength  for 
Your  Life  .  .  .  Worship  Together 
this  Week.” 


Survey  of  Teen-Agers 
Church  Attendance 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — 
Minnesota  teen-agers  attend 
church  on  the  average  of  four 
times  a  month,  according  to  a 
survey  made  by  Minnesota  Poll, 
a  service  of  the  Minneapolis 
Tribune. 

On  the  high  side,  23  per  cent 
said  they  go  to  church  five  or 
more  times  a  month.  On  the  low 
side,  25  per  cent  said  they  attend 
only  one  to  three  times.  Five  per 
cent  said  they  don’t  go  at  all. 

Girls  are  more  regular  in 
church  attendance  than  are  boys. 

Similarly,  36  per  cent  of  the 
girls  said  they  attend  Sunday 
school  classes,  as  compared  with 
26  per  cent  of  the  boys — a  group 
average  of  31  per  cent. 

Age  markedly  affects  Sunday 
school  attendance.  While  47  per 
cent  of  the  15-year-old  students 
are  enrolled  in  Sunday  school 
classes,  only  26  per  cent  of  the 
16,  17  and  18-year-olds  attend. 

Methodist  Bishop 
Defends  Right-To- 
Work  Laws 

Indianapolis  (RNS) — Right-to-work 
laws  were  defended  here  by  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of 
Indianapolis  as  a  means  of  strength¬ 
ening  unions  and  benefiting  their 
membership. 

Such  laws,  he  said,  tend  to  re¬ 
strain  “selfish”  labor  leaders  from 
racketeering  by  enabling  union 
members  to  leave  unions  without 
fear  of  losing  their  jobs. 

The  bishop  testified  before  the 
state  Senate  Labor  Committee 


which  was  conducting  hearings  on 
Indiana’s  controversial  right-to-work 
law  enacted  two  years  ago. 

Such  legislation  outlaws  labor- 
management  agreements  under 
which  an  employee  must  belong  to 
a  union  to  hold  his  job.  Religious 
leaders  have  been  generally  op¬ 
posed  to  right-to-work  laws  which 
met  defeat  in  five  out  of  six  states 
in  the  November  elections.  They 
are  in  effect  in  19  states. 

Bishop  Raines  answered  union 
critics  of  the  legislation  who  argued 
against  “free  riders,”  or  those  who 
refuse  to  join  a  union  while  work¬ 
ing  under  union  conditions,  by  say¬ 
ing: 

“Thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America  do  not  belong  to 
any  church.  They  take  a  free  ride 
on  the  moral  and  spiritual  efforts 
and  services  of  the  churches. 

“Yet  I  would  not  for  a  moment 
suggest  enforced  membership  or 
enforced  support  of  our  churches.” 


CARVILLE,  La.  (RNS)  — 
CHAPLAIN  COUNSELS 
LEPERS  —  Protestant  chap¬ 
lain  N.  Clark  Elder  chats 
with  three  patients  at  the 
U.  S.  Public  Health  Service 
leprosarium  here.  A  former 
Presbyterian  missionary  to 
Thailand,  Mr.  Elder  helps 
restore  confidence  and  hope 
to  more  than  300  patients 
of  different  denominations 
ot  the  hospital.  He  feels 
that  his  eight  years  here 
have  been  among  the  most 
fruitful  of  his  ministry.  Prot¬ 
estant  work  at  the  Louisiana 
institution  is  supported  by 
the  American  Leprosy  Mis¬ 
sions.  (RNS  photo) 
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Editorial 

The  Reed  Motivation 

THERE  are  elements  in  society  who  for  the  sake  of  an  easy  dol¬ 
lar  will  make  their  prey  those  of  weak  character.  In  this  land 
where  free  enterprise  is  exalted,  there  are  those  under  this 
banner  whose  traffic  in  human  lives  and  character  is  as  a  millstone 
around  the  neck  of  Uncle  Sam.  Any  attempt  to  control  these  social 
cancers  is  met  with  a  cry  that  free  enterprise  is  being  thwarted. 
The  profit  motive  will  motivate  a  person  to  great  accomplishments 
which  bless  the  lives  of  many  people.  On  the  other  hand,  the  same 
motivation  will  cause  another  person  to  engage  in  any  one  of  a 
number  of  activities  which  blight  the  lives  of  the  living  and  even 
the  yet  unborn. 

James  B.  Hunter,  writing  for  ERA,  a  news  service  to  which 
this  publication  subscribes,  points  out  that  a  true,  honest  liquor 
advertisement  would  read  something  like  this: 

Friends  and  Neighbors: 

Having  just  opened  a  commodious  shop  for  sale  of  liquid  fire, 
I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  I  have  commenced 
the  business  of  making — 

Drunkards,  paupers  and  beggers  for  the  sober,  industrious  and 
respectable  portions  of  the  community  to  support.  I  shall  deal  in 
family  spirits  which  will  incite  men  to  deeds  of  riot,  robbery  and 
blood  and,  by  doing  so,  diminish  the  comfort,  augment  the  expenses, 
and  endanger  the  welfare  of  the  community.  I  will  undertake  on 
short  notice,  for  a  small  sum  and  with  great  expectations,  to  prepare 
victims  for  the  asylum,  poor  farm,  prison,  the  gallows  and  hell. 

I  will  furnish  an  article  which  will  increase  fatal  accidents, 
multiply  the  number  of  distressing  diseases,  and  render  those  which 
are  harmless  incurable.  I  will  deal  in  drugs  which  will  deprive 
some  of  life,  many  of  reason,  most  of  property,  and  all  of  peace 
which  will  cause  fathers  to  become  fiends  and  wives  widows,  chil¬ 
dren  orphans,  and  all  medicants.  It  will  sometimes  even  corrupt 
the  ministers  of  religion,  defile  the  purity  of  the  church,  and  cause 
temporal,  spiritual  and  eternal  death. 

If  any  should  be  so  impertinent  as  to  ask  why  I  have  the  au¬ 
dacity  to  bring  such  accumulated  misery  upon  the  people,  my 
honest  reply  is  money!  The  spirit  of  trade  is  profitable  and  some 
professing  Christians  give  it  their  cheerful  countenance.  I  have 
purchased  the  right  to  demolish  the  character,  destroy  the  health, 
shorten  the  lives  and  ruin  the  souls  of  those  who  choose  to  honor 
me  with  their  custom. 

I  pledge  myself  to  do  all  I  have  promised.  Those  who  wish 
any  of  the  evils  above  specified  brought  upon  themselves  or  their 
friends  are  requested  to  see  me  at  my  bar,  where  I  will  for  a  few 
cents  furnish  them  the  certain  means  of  doing  so. 

Have  You  Had  Your  Aspirin  Lately? 

IF  for  some  reason  you  get  the  idea  that  life  at  times  may  seem 
a  headache,  you  might  be  right.  At  least  at  the  rate  the  Ameri¬ 
can  public  is  consuming  aspirin  tablets  that  kind  of  a  conclusion 
might  not  be  far  wrong.  The  latest  estimate  is  that  the  annual  con¬ 
sumption  is  some  12  billion  tablets,  the  equivalent  of  6,000  tons  of 
the  drug. 

You  can  do  the  same  figuring  that  we  did  to  see  if  you  are 
meeting  your  annual  quota.  If  your  figures  are  the  same  as  ours, 
the  average  consumption  is  something  like  75  tablets  for  each  man 
and  woman,  young  person  and  child  each  year,  or  about  13%  of  a 
pound  per  person.  If  these  12  billion  aspirin  were  laid  end  to  end, 
three  to  an  inch,  the  trail  would  circle  the  earth  2%  times  at  the 
equator. 

We  have  nothing  against  aspirin.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this 
lowly  tablet  can  be  a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  We  have 


always  been  told,  however,  that  aspirin  though  relieving  a  head¬ 
ache  seldom  gets  at  the  root  of  the  trouble  that  may  be  causing 
one’s  head  to  throb.  The  tablet  treats  the  symptom  instead  of  the 
cause. 

This  could  very  well  be  the  trouble  with  what  ails  the  world 
and  many  of  its  people  today.  We  treat  the  symptoms  only  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  when  one  symptom  has  been  brought  under  control,  an¬ 
other  symptom  breaks  out.  We  try  more  legislation,  economic 
controls,  diplomatic  maneuvers,  new  administrations,  more  arma¬ 
ments,  new  educational  procedures,  improved  social  climate,  and 
a  host  of  other  means  and  still  the  world  has  its  headaches. 

The  Christian  church  still  has  a  long  way  to  go  in  bringing  the 
people  of  the  world  to  a  realization  that  until  the  hearts  of  men 
are  changed,  converted  if  you  please,  the  symptoms  of  unchanged 
hearts  will  continue  to  be  felt. 

The  GospeVs  Transforming  Power 

ONE  of  the  great  missionary  stories  of  today  concerns  Protestant  mis¬ 
sionaries’  efforts  to  influence  for  Christ  the  Auca  Indian  tribe  in 
Ecuador.  Civilized  people  were  shocked  three  years  ago  when 
five  male  missionaries  who  sought  to  help  this  uncivilized  tribe 
were  slain  for  their  efforts.  An  interesting  sequel  to  this  tragedy  is  the 
news  story  that  the  widow  of  one  of  the  slain  missionaries  and  the  sister 
of  another  recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Aucan  tribe  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  the  Indians  who  have  now  become  friendly.  The  women 
missionaries  plan  to  return  soon  to  live  in  a  house  built  for  them  by  the 
Aucas. 

This  is,  of  course,  another  demonstration  of  the  power  of  the  Christian 
gospel  to  transform  life,  regardless  of  what  the  circumstances  may  be. 
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What  Churches  Can  Do  About  Crime 


Temperance  Report: 

Solid  Achievement , 
Social  Adventure 

By  Caradine  R.  Hooton 

Editor’s  Note:  This  article,  furnished  by 
Methodist  Information,  comprises  high¬ 
lights  of  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cara¬ 
dine  R.  Hooton,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance,  at  the 
agency’s  annual  meeting  Jan.  28-30  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Leaders  in  many  significant  na¬ 
tions  are  beginning  to  manifest 
serious  concern  over  solutions  for 
the  complex  alcohol  problem.  For 
the  first  time  in  recent  years  states¬ 
men  and  disturbed  citizens  are  now 
focusing  attention  upon  those  prin¬ 
ciples,  practices  and  pressures  that 
largely  determine  what  happens  to 
people. 

Our  own  86th  Congress  this 
month  heard  the  President  say: 

“The  basic  question  facing  us  to¬ 
day  is  more  than  mere  survival — 
the  military  defense  of  national  life 
and  territory.  It  is  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  a  way  of  life.  We  must  meet 
the  world-challenge  and  at  the 
same  time  permit  no  stagnation  in 
America.” 

What  has  produced  decadence 
and  caused  death  of  nations  in  the 
past?  Students  of  history  discover 
that  the  chief  causes  are  militarism, 
materialism,  racism  and  alcoholism. 

In  addition  to  alcoholism,  some 
of  the  things  now  eating  away  the 
moral  and  spiritual  vitality  of 
America  are  the  following  five  cate¬ 
gories  of  permissive  evils,  correc¬ 
tion  of  which  awaits  concerted  ac¬ 
tion  of  all  good  citizens: 

Gambling  —  No  other  nation 
spends  more  on  gambling  than 
does  the  United  States.  Current 
estimates  stand  at  $30,000,000,- 
000  yearly. 

Pornography  —  Hundreds  of 
“glamor”  magazines  and  motion 
pictures  now  well  sex  as  a  com¬ 
modity,  openly  defying  attempts 
at  self  regulation  through  codes 
of  conduct. 

Narcotics — While  narcotic  addic¬ 
tion  is  under  general  control, 
the  traffic  in  narcotics  is  still  a 
major  problem.  The  use  of  bar¬ 
biturates  tranquilizers  and  oth¬ 
er  dangerous  drugs  is  an  in¬ 
creasing  menace. 

Smoking  —  New  scientific  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  possible  relation¬ 
ship  of  smoking  and  cancer 
makes  this  issue  of  prime  im¬ 
portance  to  Christians. 

Sabbath  Observance  —  The  over¬ 
commercialization  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  is  a  serious  concern  of 
many  Christians.  Some  places 
of  business  need  to  be  open  on 
the  Sabbath  to  serve  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare.  This  is  not  true 
of  others. 

To  these  areas  of  responsibility 
our  board  must  give  more  direct 
and  persistent  attention. 

Major  concern  of  our  board  has 
of  necessity  centered  in  the  com¬ 
plex  problems  of  alcohol. 

Let  it  be  said  here  that  America 
will  be  definitely  sobered  by  the 
courageous  pronouncement  of 
Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops,  in 
a  brief,  bold  statement  reaffirming 
the  church’s  belief  in  and  stand  for 
total  abstinence  from  all  uses  of  in¬ 
toxicants. 

This  was  perhaps  the  church’s 
most  effective  answer  to  the  undoc¬ 
umented  and  unsupportable  releases 
by  the  liquor  business  and  related 
industries,  on  the  25th  anniversary 
of  repeal. 


CRIME  is  a  cancer  that  de¬ 
stroys  the  minds  and  the 
souls  of  its  practitioners  and 
extorts  severe  penalties  from 
all  of  us. 

According  to  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation,  crime  costs  this 
nation  20  billion  dollars  a  year. 
That  is  a  tremendous  expenditure, 
even  in  these  days  of  high  costs. 
Twenty  billion  dollars  is  five  times 
the  amount  America  will  spend  this 
year  for  scientific  research  in  the 
vital  field  of  missile  weapons  and 
space  exploration.  It  is  140  times 
greater  than  the  amount  asked  by 
the  Administration  to  implement 
the  National  Education  Defense  Act. 

For  every  dollar  contributed  to 
churches,  $10  will  be  spent  against 
crime. 

Indeed,  it  might  be  observed  that 
although  crime  may  not  pay,  it  most 
certainly  costs. 

Of  even  greater  waste,  is  the  loss 
of  humanity  from  the  practice  of 
crime. 

Unfortunately,  there  seems  to  be 
no  relief  in  sight.  Our  city,  state 
and  federal  criminal  courts  operate 
at  full  capacity.  Our  prisons  are 
crowded.  The  front  pages  of  our 
newspapers  each  day  recount  the 
havoc  of  crime. 

All  of  us  are  particularly  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  rising  incidence 
of  youth-crime.  It  is  depressing  to 
realize  that  during  1959,  more  than 
one  million  young  people  will  get 
in  trouble  with  the  police.  More 
than  50  percent  of  all  those  arrested 
for  crimes  against  property  will  be 
young  people  under  21  years  of  age. 
Statistics  indicate  the  rate  of  juve¬ 
nile  arrests  is  growing  214  times 
faster  than  the  rate  of  population 
growth  in  this  age  classification. 

We  know  there  are  serious  forces 
at  work  in  this  country  which  make 
social  misfits  of  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  our  young  people.  We  know, 
too,  that  this  is  a  serious  threat  to 
the  welfare  of  our  country. 

Nevertheless,  we  should  keep  in 
mind  that  approximately  95  per¬ 
cent  of  our  young  people  are  not 
juvenile  delinquents.  We  can  well 
be  proud  of  the  95  percent.  In  the 
years  ahead,  they  will  further  our 
nation’s  progress  in  all  social,  spir¬ 
itual  and  cultural  fields.  The  more 
I  am  with  them  and  see  them,  the 
more  confident  I  am  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  future. 

At  this  point  I  would  like  to 
praise  your  many  splendid  projects, 
including  your  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  Student  Movement. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  your 
church  sponsors  some  five  or  six 
hundred  camps,  with  more  than  50,- 
000  boys  and  girls  participating  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  nearly  10,000 
adult  staff  workers. 

You  also  should  be  commended 
for  establishing  a  vocational  guid¬ 
ance  program  for  young  people. 
Without  such  projects,  the  nation’s 
juvenile  crime  report  would  be 
worse  by  five  or  ten  fold. 

Now:  back  to  the  five  percent  of 
our  young  people  who  get  in  trou¬ 
ble. 

Time  and  again  I  am  asked: 
“What  can  we  do  about  it?” 

As  a  member  of  the  Senate  Sub¬ 
committee  to  Investigate  Juvenile 
Delinquency,  I  have  read  dozens  of 
reports  and  articles.  I  have  talked 
to  hundreds  of  informed  persons. 
And  I  have  finally  concluded  that 


By  Senator  Estes  Kefauver 

part  of  the  answer  lies  in  an  in¬ 
tensified  and  coordinated  commun¬ 
ity  assault  against  the  many  forces 
leading  to  juvenile  delinquency. 

This  same  thought  was  expressed 
by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Rustin,  pastor 
of  the  Belmont  Methodist  Church 
in  Nashville  during  a  Subcommit¬ 
tee  hearing  in  that  city. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Rustin  said: 

“Too  many  times  one  little  group 
will  fire  its  gun  and  fall  back.  If 
we  could  have  joined  hands  when 
we  fired  our  guns,  we  might  have 
accomplished  something.” 

To  arrive  at  sound  conclusions  as 
to  the  part  the  church  —  or  the 
school  or  a  welfare  agency — is  play¬ 
ing  in  the  lives  of  young  people  is 
not  an  easy  task.  It  is  impossible 
to  isolate  the  importance  of  one  or 
the  other  in  evaluating  a  youth’s 
experience  and  behavior.  Differ¬ 
ences,  which  on  the  surface  may 
appear  to  be,  say,  basically  religious, 
often  are  affected  by  other  factors. 

In  discussing  juvenile  delinquen¬ 
cy,  we  must  recognize  the  import¬ 


Edi tor's  Note:  This  article  dis¬ 
tributed  by  Methodist  Informa¬ 
tion  comprises  excerpts  from  an 
address  by  Sen.  Estes  Kefauver 
of  Tennessee  Jan.  29  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  D.  C.,  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance.  Sen.  Kefauver,  1956 
Democratic  vice  presidential 
candidate,  was  chairman  of  the 
special  Senate  committee  which 
conducted  a  nationwide  investi¬ 
gation  of  organised  crime  in  1951- 
52. 


ance  of  the  family.  We  also  must 
remember  the  mind  of  a  child  is 
like  a  sponge  that  soaks  up  the 
good  or  the  bad  of  his  environment. 

A  child  needs  love  and  guidance. 
He  needs  love  and  encouragement. 
He  needs  to  feel  secure.  He  needs 
to  be  taught  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong.  In  short,  he  needs 
a  decent  chance  to  become  a  decent 
child  and  hence  a  decent  adult. 

Unfortunately,  many  children  are 
not  given  that  chance. 

We  know  that  the  moral  standards 
in  some  homes  are  woefully  inad¬ 
equate  for  wholesome  development. 
We  know  that  some  children  in 
some  homes  are  bitterly  aware  of 
the  fact  they  are  not  wanted. 

Armed  with  this  knowledge,  per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  advisable  for  re¬ 
sponsible  community  groups  to 
tackle  the  problem  of  parent  neglect 
as  a  major  step  toward  reducing 
juvenile  delinquency. 

The  church,  in  this  field,  can  be 
of  tremendous  help. 

The  Rev.  H.  Thornton  Fowler, 
pastor  of  McKendree  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville,  told  our  Sub¬ 
committee: 

“The  matter  of  prevention  of  de¬ 
linquency  begins  for  the  church  in 
helping  parents.  The  church  can  be 
of  greater  service  by  training  -per¬ 
sons  with  a  degree  of  maturity  to 
assist  in  homes  of  need;  to  provide 
child  care  for  babies  of  working 
mothers;  and  to  provide  kindergar¬ 
tens  for  the  older  children  of  pre¬ 
school  age.” 

A  most  important  activity  in 
which  the  church  can  participate  is 


that  of  counselor.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  wise  for  churches  to  establish 
parent  -  educational  discussion 
groups.  Such  groups  could  bring 
about  a  better  understanding  of 
parent-child  problems. 

Counseling  for  marriage  by  the 
pastor  also  is  important.  Each 
church  might  have  a  definite  pro¬ 
gram  set  up  along  these  lines  for 
those  who  plan  to  marry. 

But  parent  guidance  is  only  a 
part  of  the  problem.  If  parents 
shirk  their  responsibilities,  then 
the  community  must  assume  the 
role  of  adopted  parents. 

But  why  not  city-wide  projects 
of  the  same  kind?  Why  not  projects 
that  are  financed  and  held  together 
by  the  coordinated  effort  of  many 
churches  and  many  social  agencies, 
and  with  the  moral  and  financial 
backing  of  the  city,  county  and 
state? 

Why  not  a  network  of  youth  cen¬ 
ters  throughout  the  United  States? 

I  for  one  see  no  reason  at  all  why 
such  a  program  should  not  be  in¬ 
augurated  in  every  community. 

Such  a  program  needs  a  sponsor 
if  it  is  to  become  a  reality.  Per¬ 
haps  America’s  churches  should  be 
the  ones  to  take  the  initiative.  That 
will  be  up  to  the  churches  to  decide. 

I  do  know  this:  new  initiatives 
are  needed  if  we  are  to  effectively 
meet  the  challenge  of  one  million 
juvenile  offenders  a  year. 

I  also  know  that  parent  guidance 
and  youth  centers  are  but  two  fac¬ 
tors  to  be  considered  in  our  war 
against  delinquency. 

I  am  particularly  interested  dur¬ 
ing  this  session  of  the  Congress  in 
sponsoring  two  bills  designed  to  re¬ 
habilitate  juvenile  offenders.  One 
bill  would  make  Federal  forested 
lands  available  to  the  states  through 
an  Interagency  Youth  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  Conservation  Committee. 
A  second  bill  would  aid  the  states 
by  assisting  in  the  training  of  com¬ 
petent  personnel  for  work  in  juve¬ 
nile  delinquent  institutions. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
church  often  can  be  the  best  instru¬ 
ment  for  supporting  important  leg¬ 
islation  dealing  with  the  family  and 
with  juveniles.  The  church,  and  its 
members,  should  support  such  mat¬ 
ters  as  better  juvenile  courts,  im¬ 
provement  of  schools,  abolishment 
of  slums,  and  the  curtailment  of  ir¬ 
responsible  publicity  by  such  mass 
media  as  television,  radio,  comic 
books  and  journalism. 

The  church  might  well  have  a 
program  to  assist  boys  and  girls 
just  released  from  correctional  in¬ 
stitutions  to  secure  part  or  full  time 
employment.  This  could  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  forming  a  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  members  from  the  church 
and  Sunday  school  who  would  meet 
with  the  youngster  in  advance  of 
his  release  and  make  plans  for  his 
rehabilitation. 

Much  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  show  us  that  the  responsibility — 
or  the  blame — for  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  rests  not  upon  a  single 
cause  but  upon  many.  We  do  know 
that  it  is  the  delinquent  family,  the 
delinquent  community  and  the  de¬ 
linquent  society  which  breeds  a  de¬ 
linquent  child.  Most  certainly  the 
child  did  not  coupe  into  the  world 
delinquent. 

Each  generation  has  the  respon¬ 
sibility  and  the  moral  duty  of  nur¬ 
turing  and  training  its  successor. 
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CHOOSING  RIGHT  COMPANY 

Each  of  us  chooses  his  company  according  to  interests  and  tastes. 
There  are  those  who  enjoy  the  same  physical  pleasures  we  do.  Since 
they  like  the  same  kinds  of  recreation  we  join  them  in  numerous 
sports. 

There  are  others  who  share  our  intellectual  tastes.  We  find  fel¬ 
lowship  with  them  in  literary  and  professional  circles,  in  chambers 
of  commerce,  in  medical  societies  and  bar  associations. 

Then  there  are  those  with  whom  we  find  a  spiritual  fellowship. 
They  are  the  ones  with  whom  we  like  to  sit  and  be  silent.  They  are 
the  ones  who  understand  us  when  we  have  experiences  too  deep  for 
words.  They  are  the  persons  to  whom  we  go  when  sorrow  stuns  the 
reason  and  numbs  the  body. 

When  disaster  overwhelms,  men  do  not  always  find  best  conso¬ 
lation  among  clubmates.  The  men  with  whom  we  like  to  be  in 
lighter  vein  do  not  always  have  what  one  desires  when  “deep  calleth 
unto  deep.” 

When  a  heart  is  breaking  in  his  own  home,  a  doctor  may  not  care 
to  go  for  counsel  to  the  fellow  physicians  with  whom  he  likes  to  dis¬ 
cuss  his  cases.  Rather,  he  may  look  up  some  old  boyhood  friend  or 
family  employee  who  understands  his  sorrow. 

Fiction  and  life  are  full  of  situations  in  which  a  husband  who 
thinks  he  has  found  a  new  affinity  outside  his  home,  discovers  that 
the  one  whose  spirit  can  best  answer  to  his  spirit  in  his  wife  who  has 
suffered  with  him  through  the  years. 

This  fellowship  of  kindred  spirits  which  we  crave  in  our  moments 
of  deepest  need  must  be  cultivated  if  it  is  to  be  preserved.  We  need 
friends  of  the  spirit  and  we  must  show  ourselves  friends  of  the  spirit 
to  others  who  need. 

In  an  arresting  little  book,  entitled  “What  on  Earth  Are  You 
Doing?”  a  Kansas  banker,  Charles  J.  Chandler,  told  that  out  in  Wich¬ 
ita  there  was  a  group  of  business  and  professional  men  who  met  at 
7:30  a.m.  on  the  first  day  of  each  month  for  half  an  hour.  This  was 
five  years  ago.  I  hope  it  still  goes  on. 

These  six  or  eight  men  who  are  looking  for  companionship  on 
the  spiritual  level  come  together  for  ten  minutes  of  silence,  then  ten 
minutes  of  devotional  reading  by  some  member  of  the  group.  At 
times  one  of  them  may  express  a  thought  that  moves  him,  but  more 
often  they  close  with  ten  minutes  of  silence.  The  banker  adds: 
“Throughout  the  days  that  follow,  one  finds  himself  silently  carrying 
in  his  heart  his  companions  of  those  minutes  of  spiritual  fellowship.” 

If  such  little  groups  of  friends  of  the  spirit  were  multiplied 
throughout  the  land,  only  God  could  measure  their  influence.  If 
godless  communism  can  spread  its  influence  through  countries  by  its 
cells  of  subversive  individuals,  why  cannot  godliness  be  spread  by 
cells  of  Christian  comradeship? 

It  can  and  must  if  those  whom  Christ  called  the  salt  of  the  earth 
are  not  to  lose  their  savor  and  be  trodden  under  the  foot  of  men. 
With  all  our  social,  professional  and  political  groups  let  us  remember 
what  George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  Quakers,  said.  He  urged  that 
men  should  “know  one  another  in  that  which  is  eternal.” 

It  is  heartening  to  note  the  increasing  practice  of  conducting  re¬ 
treats  in  which  men  go  away  from  the  busy  rush  of  secular  living  to 
be  in  fellowship  with  God  and  a  few  friends  of  the  spirit.  My  friend, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Penney,  in  one  of  his  many  interesting  writings  tells  of  a 
man  who  was  packing  his  bag  for  a  few  days  to  be  spent  at  one  of 
these  spiritual  retreats.  His  young  son  heard  him  say  that  he  was 
“making  a  retreat”  that  weekend. 

Familiar  with  the  language  of  war,  the  lad  remarked,  “Retreat, 
Dad!  Who  is  after  you?”  As  Mr.  Penney  added,  it  i?  not  so  much 
who  but  what  is  after  modem  man.  We  know  the  world  is  too  much 
with  us.  Getting  and  spending,  we  lay  waste  our  powers. 

Lent  began  last  Wednesday.  The  length  of  the  Lenten  season  is 
determined  by  the  40  days  which  Jesus  spent  in  the  wilderness.  It 
was  there  in  solitude  that  He  wrestled  with  His  temptations  and 
shaped  the  principles  of  His  ministry. 

When  He  came  out,  He  chose  a  little  company  of  12  to  be  His 
close  disciples.  His  primary  purpose  was  to  train  them  to  carry  on 
His  work.  But  He  seems  to  have  needed  them  for  His  own  health  of 
spirit. 

Before  His  crucifixion,  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  “Ye  are  they 
who  have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptations.”  Even  Christ 
craved  an  intimate  understanding  little  circle  of  comrades.  To  them 
He  said  again  and  again,  “Come  ye  apart.”  And  they  withdrew  from 
the  rush  to  renew  their  spirits  together. 

A  suggestion  for  Lent,  yes,  and  for  the  long  tomorrows. 


"Wouldn't  you  know  it!  The  FIRST  time  I  ever 
persuaded  him  to  say  grace  and  he  gets  acute  indi¬ 
gestion!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  Great  Christian’s 
Last  Message 

A  few  weeks  ago  Bishop  Ralph 
Ward  died  in  Hong  Kong.  In  my 
opinion  he  was  the  best  informed 
Christian  in  the  world  on  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Orient.  I  received  a 
copy  of  the  last  general  letter  that 
he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  the 
States.  Maybe  the  readers  of  this 
column  would  be  interested  to  see 
it.  I  reproduce  it  here. 

“We  have  just  returned  to  Hong 
Kong  after  spending  some  weeks  in 
Taiwan  (Formosa).  Calmness  pre¬ 
vails  there  with  confidence  in  the 
future.  When  the  4,800  dependents 
(wives  and  children)  of  American 
military  personnel  on  Taiwan  were 
given  a  chance  to  evacuate  at  the 
beginning  of  the  shelling  of  the 
Quemoy  and  Matsu  Island  groups, 
only  140  applied  to  go.  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  in  Taipei  was 
dedicated  in  October.  Added  to 
gifts  from  America  which  helped 
make  this  church  building  possible, 
the  local  congregation  gave  sacri- 
ficially  the  equivalent  of  12,000 
American  dollars.  It  is  a  joy  to  ask 
friends  in  America  to  help  people 
who  are  helping  themselves.  Less 
than  six  years  ago  there  was  no 
Methodist  work  on  Taiwan.  At  the 
October  meeting  of  the  Taiwan  Dis¬ 
trict  reports  indicated  that  so  far 
this  Conference  year  two-thirds  of 
all  the  new  church  members  had 
been  received  on  confession  of  faith. 


rather  than  by  transfer. 

“Last  year  the  National  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  in  Tai¬ 
wan  sent  a  gift  for  work  among 
war  widows  in  Korea.  This  year 
they  plan  to  send  a  gift  to  the 
Philippines  in  order  that  they  may 
continue  thus  to  make  more  real 
their  fellowship  in  Christ. 

“Local  newspapers  state  that  per¬ 
haps  5,000  people  are  smuggled  into 
Hong  Kong  every  month,  as  es¬ 
capees  from  the  Communist-con- 
trolled  mainland  of  China.  This  is 
often  at  risk  of  life  itself.  Reports 
indicate  new  waves  of  brain  wash¬ 
ing  in  Red  China,  terrible  efforts 
to  ferret  out  every  appreciation  of 
the  Free  World  and  ruthless  elimi¬ 
nation  of  people  in  whom  the  Com¬ 
munists  can  find  any  trace  of  it. 
The  forcing  of  masses  of  Chinese 
into  Communes  on  the  mainland 
means  the  further  breaking  up  of 
the  family  unit.  Red  Chinese  news¬ 
papers  hail  this  as  a  ‘liberation’  for 
women,  from  child-care  and  kitchen 
duty.  Actually,  it  puts  women  more 
into  the  fields  for  heavy  farm  labor; 
on  road-building  projects,  carrying 
heavy  loads  of  earth  and  rocks;  or 
into  the  mines.  Fear  is  such  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  life  for  escapees  that  when 
first  they  arrive  in  Hong  Kong, 
conversations  often  are  conducted 
in  whispers.  Later,  the  freedom  of 
this  city  begins  to  penetrate  and 
life  becomes  worth  living  again. 
Fullness  of  fellowship  is  found  here 
within  the  church.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  March  1,  1959:  GOD’S  LOVE  AND  MAN’S  REFUSAL 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MARK  12:1-12;  LUKE  20:9-18.  LESSON  TEXT, 
MATTHEW  21:33-43. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  He  was  despised  and  rejected  by  men.  Isaiah  53:3.  (RSV) 


Today  we  begin  the  study  of  a  new  series  of 
lessons,  Unit  5.  This  is  the  last  Unit  of  lessons  in 
the  study  of  “The  Life  Of  Jesus  Christ”  which 
began  with  the  first  Sunday  of  October  of  last 
year,  1958. 

This  last  'Unit  of  five  lessons  carries  us 
through  the  Easter  period  and  will  conclude  the 
present  study  of  “The  Life  Of  Jesus  Christ.” 
The  general  subject  for  these  last  five  lessons  is 
“Christ  Reveals  the  Love  of  God.”  The  lesson 
subject  for  today  is,  “God’s  Love  and  Man’s 
Refusal.” 

Like  the  last  five  lessons  we  have  studied, 
the  scripture  text  for  today’s  lesson  is  also  a  part 
of  the  record  of  the  life  of  Jesus  on  Tuesday  of 
Passion  Week. 

On  Sunday,  January  5th,  our  lesson  subject 
was,  “Christ’s  Right  To  Command.”  In  that  les¬ 
son  we  had  the  record  of  the  challenge  of  the 
authority  of  Jesus  by  the  chief  priests  and  the 
elders.  This  was  the  first  of  four  groups  that 
came  to  Jesus  that  day  to  ask  Him  “loaded” 
questions  as  He  was  teaching  in  the  Temple. 

Immediately  following  the  question  by  the 
first  group,  regarding  His  authority  for  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching,  Jesus  spoke  the  very  plain, 
meaningful  parable  in  our  lesson.  This  is  often 
called  “The  Parable  of  the  Wicked  Husband¬ 
men.” 

The  Meaning  of  This  Pointed  Parable 

Jesus  spoke  no  parable  in  which  the  meaning 
of  the  parable  is  plainer  or  its  objectives  more 
clearly  in  evidence.  Our  lesson  text  gives  the 
story  of  the  parable.  We  will  not  retell  it  here. 
We  will  simply  state  the  commonly  accepted 
interpretation  of  the  parable  as  given  by  most 
commentators. 

(1)  The  householder,  of  whom  Jesus  speaks, 
is  God.  He  “planted  a  vineyard”  and  hedged  it 
about  with  all  the  accessories  necessary  to  a 
profitable  harvest.  The  householder  then  turned 
the  vineyard  into  the  hands  of  husbandmen  and 
“went  into  a  far  country.”  Parables  are  spoken 
to  teach  one  central  truth.  In  this  parable  the 
central  truth  is  well  summed  up  in  our  lesson 
subject,  “God’s  Love  and  Man’s  Refusal.”  Con¬ 
sequently  we  should  not  make  the  mistake  of 
trying  to  make  every  statement  of  the  parable 
have  some  special  meaning.  Certainly  we  should 
not  think  of  the  clause  about  the  householder 
going  “into  a  far  country”  as  teaching  an  ab¬ 
sentee  God.  Our  God  is  ever-present  in  the 
world  He  has  created. 

(?.)  The  vineyard  in  the  parable  represents 
the  Hebrew  people,  chosen  of  God  for  a  great 
mission.  Even  so  they  were  often  misled  by 
their  leaders. 

(3)  The  husbandmen,  in  the  parable,  are  the 
Temple  leaders  who  often  betrayed  their  sacred 
trust  as  leaders  of  God’s  chosen  people. 

(4)  The  servants  mentioned  by  Jesus,  which 
the  housekeeper  sent  back  to  collect  his  part  of 
the  fruitage  of  the  soil,  were  the  prophets  God 
bed  repeatedly  sent  to  Israel  to  warn  it  of  its 
sins  and  to  point  out  a  better  way  of  life.  The 
Temple  leaders  were  jealous  of  their  positions 
and  were  definitely  committed  to  the  status  quo. 
They  mistreated  every  prophet  God  sent  and 
refused  to  hear  and  obey  God’s  message.  Elijah, 
Elisha.  Amos,  Hosea,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah  and  John 
th«  Baptist  were  a  few  of  these  prophets  so 
treated  by  the  Jewish  leaders.  Some  of  these 
prophets  were  banished,  some  were  stoned,  some 
imprisoned  and  some  were  killed.  Only  a  God  of 
infinite  love  would  have  continued  to  send  His 


servants  to  warn  people  who  refused  their  mes¬ 
sages  and  treated  them  with  such  cruelty. 

(5)  The  son  of  the  parable  is  the  Christ 
Whom  God  had  sent  to  the  Jews,  feeling  that 
they  would  at  least  reverence  His  Son.  In  the 
parable,  the  husbandmen  planned  to  kill  the 
son,  thinking  that  in  so  doing  they  would  be  free 
to  inherit  the  vineyard.  The  guilty-hearted 
Jewish  leaders  about  Jesus  in  the  Temple  knew 
that,  in  their  hearts,  there  was  the  purpose  to 
kill  the  Son  of  God,  hoping  that,  with  Jesus  out 
of  the  way,  they  could  resume  their  routine 
management  of  the  religious  life  of  the  Jews. 

Responsibility  for  Gifts  from  God 

Through  this  parable  Jesus  was  saying  to  the 
Jewish  leaders  that  God  had  intrusted  into  their 
hand  the  cultivation  and  religious  development 
of  His  chosen  people.  They  were  being  toldj  also 
that  God  was  holding  them  personally  responsi¬ 
ble  for  their  response  to  this  sacred  trust. 

In  this  parable,  Christ  was  also  speaking  to 
the  unborn  generations  of  earth.  He  would  have 
us  to  know  that  we  too  are  husbandmen  into 
whose  hands  God  has  intrusted  the  cause  for 
which  Christ  gave  His  life.  We  are  responsible 
^before  God  for  the  religious  privileges  we  enjoy 
and  responsible  also  for  carrying  God’s  message 
to  those  about  us  who  are  out  of  the  kingdom. 

God  Expects  Fruitage  of  Christian  People 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  other  truth  Christ 
emphasized  more  frequently  than  the  truth  em¬ 
bodied  in  this  lesson  that  God  expects  fruitage 
in  the  lives  of  those  who  profess  to  love  Him.  It 
is  doubtful,  also,  if  there  is  any  other  truth 
Christ  emphasized  that  the  church  is  more  will¬ 
ing  to  overlook. 

It  was  Jesus  who  said,  “He  that  abideth  in 
me  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  MUCH 
fruit.”  (John  15:5.)  In  the  8th  verse  of  the  same 
chapter  of  John,  Jesus  says,  “Herein  is  my  Fath¬ 
er  glorified,  that  ye  bear  MUCH  fruit;  so  shall 
ye  be  my  disciples.”  In  each  of  these  verses 
Christ  uses  the  same  word  to  describe  the  results 
of  a  life  that  is  vitally  linked  with  the  life  of 
God;  he  will  bring  forth  MUCH  fruit. 

The  parable  of  our  lesson  is  only  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  that  Christ  spoke  to  emphasize  this  same 
truth.  The  parable  of  the  barren  fig  tree,  that 
was  cut  down  because  of  its  barrenness,  teaches 
this  truth.  The  parables  of  the  talents  and  the 
pounds  are  almost  identical  in  thought,  only  in 
one  Christ  speaks  of  talents  and  in  the  other 
pounds.  Each  emphasizes  this  truth.  Whether  it 
be  a  vineyard,  as  in  our  lesson,  or  whether  it 
be  a  fig  tree,  or  pounds  or  talents,  in  every  in¬ 
stance  condemnation  comes  because  those  in¬ 
trusted  with  responsibilities  by  their  Master, 
did  nothing  about  it.  If  we  judge  from  the 
searching  truths  so  pointedly  emphasized  in 
these  parables,  we  are  backed  up  against  the 
alarming  fact  that  barrenness  in  the  Christian 
life  means  death  of  opportunities,  and  if  unre¬ 
pented,  death  of  the  soul. 

God's  Final  Effort  to  Save  the  World 

In  our  lesson  today,  Jesus  was  laying  before 
the  Jewish  leaders  the  fact  that  they  faced  God’s 
final  effort  to  save  them.  They  had  rejected, 
despised  and  persecuted  the  prophets  God  had 
sent  to  Israel.  Some  they  had  murdered.  John 
the  Baptist  was  the  most  recent  of  the  prophets 
to  lose  his  life.  Jesus  is  saying  to  them  that  only 
their  acceptance  of  Him  as  God’s  Son  could  save 
them  from  destruction,  since  this  was  God’s  final, 
supreme  effort  to  convince  them  of  God’s  love 


and  of  His  purpose  to  open  up  before  them  a 
larger,  better  way  of  life. 

In  the  face  of  such  a  warning,  and  in  the 
presence  of  evidence  of  God’s  love  extended  to 
them  in  spite  of  the  many  times  they  had  reject¬ 
ed  that  love,  the  Jewish  leaders  blindly  pressed 
on  to  destroy  Jesus  and  were  not  satisfied  until 
He  was  crucified,  dead  and  sealed  in  His  tomb. 

No  Worse  To  Reject  Christ  Then  Than  Now 

Any  one  of  us  can  see  that  it  was  no  worse 
to  reject  Christ,  as  the  Temple  leaders  did  dur¬ 
ing  Passion  Week,  than  it  is  to  reject  Him  today. 
All  of  us  ought  to  know  that,  in  rejecting  Christ 
today,  we  are  even  guilty  of  a  far  greater  sin 
than  were  the  Jews  of  Jesus’  day  who  knew  so 
little  about  Him. 

We,  today  have  everything  these  Jews  had 
to  cause  us  to  accept  and  believe  in  Christ  as 
God’s  Son.  In  addition  to  what  little  they  really 
knew  about  Jesus,  we  have  the  accumulated 
testimony  of  twenty  centuries  in  which  multi¬ 
plied  millions  have  given  witness  to  the  saving 
power  of  Christ  and  the  saving  power  of  the 
message  He  gave  us  to  deliver  to  the  world. 

We  have  seen  the  cause  for  which  Christ  died 
grow  from  a  small  group  of  unlearned,  untrained 
nobodies  to  be  the  most  powerful  organization 
on  earth  led  by  some  of  the  strongest,  best 
trained  men  and  women  of  earth. 

Anyone  who  has  any  doubt  about  what  Jesus 
thought  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  who  reject¬ 
ed  Him  and  turned  away  from  the  small  light 
they  had  should  read  the  23rd  chapter  of  Mat¬ 
thew  in  which  Jesus  delivers,  in  the  Temple  that 
day,  the  most  scathing  denunciation  of  hypoc¬ 
risy  and  spiritual  blindness  to  be  found  any¬ 
where. 

Led  to  Self-Condemnation 

When  Jesus  had  finished  this  parable  and  the 
Jewish  leaders  saw  the  injustice  of  it  all,  Jesus 
asked  them  the  question,  “When  the  lord  there¬ 
fore  of  the  vineyard  cometh,  what  shall  he  do 
unto  these  wicked  husbandmen?”  The  answer  of 
the  Temple  leaders  was,  as  in  justice  it  had  to 
be,  “He  will  miserably  destroy  these  wicked 
men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto  other 
husbandmen,  which  shall  render  him  the  fruits 
in  their  season.  “Thus  when  they  were  made 
to  see  the  situation  as  it  really  was  they  pro¬ 
nounced  judgment  on  themselves  since  they 
knew  Jesus  was  directing  the  parable  at  them. 

We  sometimes  question  the  justice  of  God 
when  punishment  falls  on  us  for  our  sins.  In  the 
final  analysis,  when  we  see  the  truth  as  plainly 
as  it  was  revealed  to  these  Temple  leaders,  we 
too  will  add  our  own  condemnation  to  ourselves 
if  we  are  sinful  and  will  know  that  God’s  judg¬ 
ments  are  right. 

We  raise  the  question  sometimes  about  the 
punishment  for  sin  in  the  world  to  come.  We 
feel  that  somehow  everything  should  be  made 
right  and  the  wicked,  as  well  as  the  righteous 
should  enjoy  life  eternal.  Jesus  said  a  very  sig¬ 
nificant  thing,  in  Matthew  25:46,  about  those 
who  will  stand  before  the  judgment  unprepared. 
Jesus  said,  “And  these  shall  GO  away  into  ever¬ 
lasting  punishment.”  It  is  not  as  if  God  drove 
them  away,  but  standing  in  the  presence  of  the 
God  whose  love  they  had  refused  and  the  Christ 
whose  sacrifice  they  had  rejected,  they  seem  to 
pass  judgment  on  themselves  and  “go  away” 
from  the  presence  of  God.  Possibly  they  are  like 
the  man  who  got  into  the  wedding  feast  without 
the  wedding  garment.  He  most  likely  felt  better 
out  in  the  dark  where  the  shadows  would  give 
some  covering  to  his  guilt. 

The  Kingdom  Given  to  Others 

The  thing  Jesus  predicted  here  literally  came 
to  pass.  When  the  Jews  rejected  Christ,  the 
responsibility  for  the  building  of  the  kingdom 
He  had  come  to  establish  was  given  into  the 
hands  of  others.  The  Jewish  church  has  con¬ 
tinued  until  today.  However,  the  evangelistic 
program  of  the  church,  which  endeavors  to  car¬ 
ry  out  the  Great  Commission,  is  not  in  the  hands 
of  Judaism. 

When  we  do  not  respond  to  religious  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  responsibilities,  God  turns  to  some 
one  who  will.  Today  America  is  in  danger  of 
losing  its  religious  birthright.  America  is  a 
vineyard,  the  garden  spot  of  the  earth  politically 
and  financially.  If  with  such  powers  we  fail  God. 
it  will  be  our  failure,  not  God’s.  He  will  raise 
up  other  people  who  will  do  His  will  and  bring 
in  His  kingdom. 
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REV.  GEORGE  W.  ROSS,  pastor  of  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will 
be  the  guest  evangelist  at  a  series  of  revival 
services  at  the  Parkview  Methodist  Church,  Ben¬ 
ton,  Arkansas,  Feb.  22-27.  Rev.  E.  D.  Hollenbeck 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  HARKINS,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Gueydan,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Crowley  on  Monday 
night,  Jan.  19.  Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir  is  pastor  of 
the  Crowley  Church. 

REV.  P.  M.  CARAWAY,  Chaplain  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Memorial  Hospital  in  Shreveport, 
preached  at  the  Vesper  Service  of  the  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  on 
Sunday  evening,  Jan.  26.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Caraway 
is  the  father  of  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev. 
Jimmie  J.  Caraway. 

THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
the  Brownville  Methodist  Church  won  the 
attendance  banner  for  the  third  time  at  the  sub¬ 
district  meeting.  O.  E.  Leehy  is  counselor,  co¬ 
counselors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Ballard. 
Duncan  Hodges  is  president  of  the  group.  Rev. 
Paul  Durbin  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HARVEY  G.  WILLIAMSON,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  January  meeting  of 
the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Munholland  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  A  series  of  three  programs 
was  begun,  with  Rev.  Mr.  Williamson  discussing 
the  Early  History  of  Methodism.  Rev.  Edward 
W.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  R.  H.  CANNON,  a  retired  member  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference,  preached  at  the 
evening  worship  service  of  the  Rayville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  Jan.  25.  The  pastor.  Rev. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  presided  at  the  service.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Cannon  is  the  father  of  George  T.  Cannon, 
band  director  in  the  Rayville  schools,  and  is 
now  making  his  home  in  Rayville.  He  is  also 
teacher  of  the  Chapel  Bible  Class. 

REV.  P.  M.  CARAWAY,  chaplain  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Memorial  Hospital  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  February  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Winnfield  Methodist  Church.  The 
Club  is  promoting  church  attendance  at  the  night 
services.  J.  D.  Holmes,  Jr.,  is  president  of  the 
organization  and  the  leaders  of  the  groups  pro¬ 
moting  attendance  are  Dennis  Shell  and  Denton 
Shell.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SUB-DISTRICT  COACHING  CONFERENCE 
of  the  Welsh,  Jennings,  Gueydan,  and  Lake 
Arthur  Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  was  held  at 
the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist  Church,  Miss  Dorothy 
Bengtson,  District  Secretary,  presiding.  Mrs.  Eva 


Bryan  of  the  Welsh  Guild  gave  the  devotional. 
Others  on  the  program  were  Miss  Grace  Lawson, 
District  Recording  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Doland,  District  Co-ordinator.  Rev.  Don  Risinger 
is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 

DR.  CONRAD  JOINER,  assistant  professor  of 
Political  Science,  S.L.I.,  was  speaker  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Frank¬ 
lin  Methodist  Church.  He  discussed  the  issues  at 
stake  and  the  problems  involved  in  the  Middle 
East.  Because  this  theme  is  also  being  considered 
in  a  Church  Wide  Mission  Study  soon  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  W.S.C.S.  all  members  of  the  church 
were  invited  to  attend.  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  JONES  METHODIST  CHURCH  has  a  re¬ 
pair  program  underway  on  the  church  build¬ 
ing.  A  new  roof  has  been  installed  and  plans 
have  been  made  to  improve  the  interior  of  the 
building.  The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Bonita- Jones  Charge,  along  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  churches  have  remodeled  the  bath, 
hall,  and  one  bedroom  of  the  parsonage,  which 
is  located  in  Bonita.  Rev.  Byron  Crosby  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  charge. 

A  FAMILY  NIGHT  SUPPER  was  sponsored  re¬ 
cently  by  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Brownville 
Methodist  Church  under  the  leadership  of  the 
president,  James  Hightower.  The  Southside 
Quartet  of  the  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  were  featured.  The  Quartet  consisted  of  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Weber,  Mr.  Barnette  and  Mr.  Elliott 
with  Mrs.  Margie  Watson  at  the  piano.  Rev.  Paul 
Durbin,  pastor,  reports  good  progress  at  the 
church  with  plans  for  construction  of  a  new 
sanctuary  soon. 

TONY  GUAGLIARDO  is  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Wesley 
Chapel,  Ponchatoula.  Elected  to  serve  with  Mr. 
Guagliardo  were  George  Perrin,  vice  president; 
Berkman  Mitchell,  treasurer;  and  Albert  Taylor, 
secretary.  Guests  at  the  meeting  were  wives  of 
the  members  and  members  and  wives  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Pon¬ 
chatoula.  The  meeting  was  held  at  First  Church. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews  is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 
Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
Church. 

EDWIN  HAUGAN  has  assumed  the  duties  of 
choir  director  at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Haugan  is  a 
graduate  assistant  in  the  music  department  of 
Tulane-Newcomb.  A  native  of  Spokane,  Wash¬ 
ington,  he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Music  Degree 
from  Peabody  Conservatory  in  Baltimore,  Md. 
Mr.  Haugan  is  married  to  the  former  Katherine 
Mullin  of  Baton  Rouge.  They  have  a  daughter, 
Karen  Elizabeth.  Rev.  Don  Alverson  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


CONFERENCE  JOURNALS 
WANTED 

The  Conference  Secretary  is  in  need 
of  copies  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Jour¬ 
nal  for  the  years  1939  and  1946  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council  archives. 

Any  other  copies  prior  to  the  year  1932 
would  also  be  appreciated. 

Please  send  to  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett, 
P.  O.  Box  505,  Haynesville,  La. 


THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Iberia,  presented  its  Christ¬ 
mas  message  in  music,  Sunday,  Dec.  14,  at  both 
the  8:30  a.m.  and  10:00  a.m.  worship  services. 
•The  8:30  service  was  broadcast  over  Radio  Sta¬ 
tion  KANE.  The  Chancel  Choir,  with  24  voices, 
was  under  the  direction  of  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  and 
was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker  at  the 
organ.  During  the  first  part  of  the  service  several 
selected  Christmas  anthems  were  rendered.  Rev. 
Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  MISSIONS  of  the 
Claiborne  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
sponsored  the  showing  of  a  film  at  the  mid-week 
Prayer  Service  entitled,  “The  Congo  Journey.” 
Mrs.  R.  W.  May  is  chairman  of  the  Commission. 
Student  Recognition  Day  was  observed  at  the 
church  recently  with  eight  students  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  morning  worship  service.  Students 
were  Misses  Jean  Wallace,  Artie  Mae  Wimberley, 
Billie  Joyner,  Wade  Brown,  Pierce  Ramsey,  Paul 
Fleming,  Mike  Wallace  and  Joe  Purvis.  Rev.  T. 
A.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  PARISH-WIDE  METHODIST  MEN’S 
CLUB  met  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church  in  Effie,  Monday  night,  Jan.  26.  Charles 
Riddle  of  Marksville  was  the  principal  speaker 
and  he  explained  the  law  that  has  been  passed 
and  that  is  being  enforced  concerning  teen-agers 
frequenting  places  where  intoxicating  beverages 
are  sold.  An  election  of  officers  was  held  and 
the  following  elected:  Charles  Riddle,  president; 
R.  A.  Guillory  of  Effie,  vice-president;  Curry  M. 
Elliott  of  Bunkie,  secretary-treasurer.  The  next 
parish-wide  meeting  will  be  held  in  Bunkie  in 
April. 

HE  SENIOR  AND  JUNIOR  CHOIRS  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro  com¬ 
bined  to  present  the  annual  Christmas  Cantata 
on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  14.  Mrs.  Anna  T.  An¬ 
ders  was  organist.  Mrs.  Alice  B.  Walters  was  in 
charge  of  the  decorations  and  W.  R.  Baker  was 
in  charge  of  lighting  effects  and  picture  projec¬ 
tions  during  the  program.  Soloists  included:  Mrs. 
Peggy  Ellerman,  Mrs.  Gloria  Etheridge,  Pete 
Moore,  and  S.  E.  Lee,  Jr.  A  quartet  composed  of 
Misses  Harriet  Kincaid  and  Mary  Eleanor  Lee, 
Russell  Etheridge  and  Pete  Moore.  The  text  of 
the  Cantata  was  told  by  Cale  Martin.  Rev.  W. 
H.  Bengtson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  W.  F.  PLEDGER  presented  the  study 
“Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii”  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Morningside  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport.  The  study  was  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  Missions,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Nutall,  chair¬ 
man.  The  MYF  group  met  with  the  adult  group 
during  fellowship  period  for  the  first  five  ses¬ 
sions,  and  the  sixth  and  closing  session  was  given 
for  the  entire  congregation  during  the  evening 
worship  service  in  the  sanctuary.  Dr.  Pledger 
gave  one  of  the  sessions.  Some  members  of  the 
W.S.C.S.  plan  to  do  the  extra  work  required  to 
receive  Jurisdictional  Credit  for  the  study.  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Covington  Methodist 
Church,  sponsored  the  annual  “Golden  Age 
Party”  at  which  time  the  25  present  were  pre¬ 
sented  gifts  from  Santa  Claus.  The  Club  met 
again  on  Jan.  18  with  15  members  present.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  R.  R.  Carter  gave  the  invocation. 
Songs  were  led  by  Joe  Howes,  and  Henry  May- 
field  gave  the  devotional.  A  film  “This  Rival 
World”  was  shown  by  Marvin  Dwight  of  the 
Shell  Oil  Co.  The  film  showed  how  the  Shell 
Oil  Company  is  helping  to  stamp  out  insects  of 
all  kind.  Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Club  are: 
LeRoy  Fendlason,  president;  Fred  Dodge,  vice 
president;  L.  M.  Landry,  secretary  and  reporter; 
and  L.  A.  Brossette,  treasurer. 
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The  New  Orleans  District  Every  Member  Canvass 
Workshops  were  held  on  January  26  and  27  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  district  director 
of  Stewardship,  and  Irving  Ton,  district  director  of  the 
Every  Member  Canvass  program. 

The  picture  above,  taken  in  First  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  shows  the  ministers  and  laymen  who  gave 


leadership  for  the  two  workshops.  From  left  to  right, 
back  row,  Rev.  Mims  Robertson,  Rev.  Marvin  Corley, 
I.  V.  Ton,  Al  Hanson,  Ernest  Arnold,  Rev.  Art  Baker, 
and  Don  Gross;  front  row;  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Dr.  M.  F.  Matta,  Rev.  Ebb  Munden, 
and  Bob  Mittlestaedt. 


Lafayette  Men’s 
Club  To  Present 
S.L.I.  Debate  Team 

Donald  Lilly,  program  chairman 
for  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  La¬ 
fayette,  La.,  has  announced  plans 
for  this  month’s  program.  It  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  Febru¬ 
ary  19,  at  7:00  p.m. 

Mr.  Murphy  of  the  S.L.I.  faculty 
will  present  members  of  his  debate 
team — two  boys  and  two  girls.  They 
will  discuss  the  topic,  “Resolved 
That  the  Testing  of  Nuclear  Weap¬ 
ons  Should  be  Discontinued.”  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  debate  the 
audience  will  be  given  opportunity 
for  questions  and  discussion.  This 
timely  topic,  which  is  being  pre¬ 
sented  by  young  people  who  have 
countless  facts  readily  at  their  dis¬ 
posal,  will  be  a  very  interesting 
program  for  us  all. 

Since  it  is  such  a  fascinating 
theme,  the  Club  has  decided  to  have 
a  “Ladies  Night”  program,  and  ex¬ 
tend  an  invitation  to  wives  to  come. 
A  nursery  will  be  provided  for  the 
children  with  a  competent  person 
in  charge. 

The  meal  will  be  served  promptly 
at  6:59  p.m.  Price  of  the  meal  is 
$1.25  per  person. 


Requirements  For 
Degrees  Completed 
By  22  At  Centenary 

Requirements  for  baccalaureate 
degrees  were  completed  by  22  stu¬ 
dents  at  Centenary  College  during 
the  fall  semester  just  ended. 

Robert  Milton  Lytton,  Decatur, 
Ga.,  and  Jessica  Jean  Warnlog, 
Shreveport,  completed  requirements 
for  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
the  field  of  humanities  and  English, 
respectively. 

Out-of-town  students  who  ful¬ 
filled  requirements  for  the  Bachelor 
of  Science  degree  and  the  fields  of 
their  majors  are  the  following: 
Katherine  Joan  Phares,  Many,  so¬ 
cial  science;  Marion  Jann  Stanley, 
New  Orleans,  education,  and  Alice 
Eugenia  Valentine,  Oak  Ridge,  edu¬ 
cation. 

The  following  Shreveport  stu¬ 
dents  also  completed  requirements 
for  the  BS  degree  in  the  indicated 
fields  of  study:  Richard  Braxton 
Barrett,  geology;  Diane  Lee  Bas- 
tian,  education;  Joel  Braxton 
Brown,  geology;  Nancy  Josephine 
Egley,  commerce;  William  Joseph 
Fleniken,  Jr.,  social  science;  Bever¬ 
ly  Hill  Gardner,  education;  Van  Al¬ 
len  Gardner,  physical  education; 
Robert  Warren  Goss,  geology;  Jack 
Alton  Gray,  physical  education,  and 
Sammy  Joe  Green,  geology. 

Also,  Kenneth  Edward  Green, 
geology;  Richard  Douglas  Lamb, 
education;  George  Franklin  Rob¬ 
erts,  Jr.,  social  science;  Richard 
Neal  Smith,  commerce;  Robert  Say¬ 
lor  Snead,  education;  John  Farrell 
Steinhauser,  geology,  and  Mary 
Jane  Waller,  education. 

All  will  participate  in  the  May 
commencement  ceremonies  since 
Centenary  holds  only  one  gradua- 
non  service  each  year. 


Presentation  of  God  and  Country  Awards  was  the 
highlight  of  the  evening  services  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  on  February  8.  The  awards  were 
made  by  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  church. 


Shown  above,  left  to  right,  at  the  presentation  are: 
Rev.  Mr.  Pearce,  Guy  Lane  Nesom,  William  Frederick 
Beyer  III,  Dr.  W.  F.  Beyer,  and  Guy  Nesom. 
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YOUTH  NEWS  —  Promotion  -  Devotion 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

N.  C.  Christian 
Education  Meet 
Has  Varied  Scope 

Omaha,  Neb.  (N.Y.),  (NC)— The 
cost  of  Christian  discipleship  and 
the  responsibilities  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cators  beset  by  world  affairs  were 
focal  points  of  the  1959  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  Feb.  6-12. 

Attending  the  32nd  meeting  were 
more  than  a  thousand  top  profes¬ 
sional  workers,  laymen,  and  minis¬ 
ters  in  this  field  from  38  Protestant 
and  Eastern  Orthodox  denomina¬ 
tions  and  from  37  states  and  Canada 
where  there  are  organized  councils 
of  churches  and  Christian  education. 

Nearly  70  talks  and  addresses 
were  given  as  experts  in  family 
life,  camping,  higher  education,  va¬ 
cation  church  schools,  audio-visuals, 
children’s  and  youth  work,  and  mis¬ 
sionary  education  discuss  their  spe¬ 
cialties.  There  were  religious  plays 
and  discussions  of  controversial  sub¬ 
jects  like  sex  education  and  religion 
and  public  education. 

DeRidder  Church 
Holds  Mission  Study 

The  Church-wide  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions  was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  DeRidder,  La.  with  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church  during  the 
four  Sunday  evenings  in  January 
and  the  first  Sunday  in  February. 
Each  night  began  with  a  supper — 
Mexican,  Hawaiian,  and  others  at 
6:00  p.  m.  Following  the  supper  at 
6:30  p.  m.,  study  groups  were  held, 
starting  with  the  Kindergarten  and 
going  through  the  adults.  After  an 
hour  of  study,  a  devotional  was  held 
in  the  sanctuary  each  night  with 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson  of  First 
Methodist,  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  of 
Wesley  Methodist  Church,  and  Rev. 
Hal  Carruth,  Chaplain  at  Fort  Polk 
alternating  services. 

An  excellent  staff  was  selected 
and  functioned  expertly  in  present¬ 
ing  the  program.  Although  no  ma¬ 
terial  is  printed  for  the  Kinder¬ 
garten  age,  Mrs.  Hal  Carruth  and 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Wood  worked  out  a  very 
fine  program  for  this  age  group 
which  averaged  10  children  per  ses¬ 
sion.  Mrs.  Wayne  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Glenn  Kelley  capably  presented  the 
Primary  program  to  approximately 
12  children  nightly.  One  of  the  larg¬ 
est  groups  in  the  children’s  division, 
the  Juniors,  who  averaged  25  night¬ 
ly,  was  handled  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Han- 
chey,  Mrs.  Louis  Blankenbaker,  and 
Mrs.  John  Lewis.  The  Intermediates’ 
sessions  were  led  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Wel- 
born  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Will- 
son.  This  was  also  a  large  group 
averaging  22  each  session.  The  Sen¬ 
iors’  program  was  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Harry  Manning,  who  did 
an  excellent  job  as  an  advisor. 
Throughout  the  school,  films,  slides, 
pictures  and  other  information  gath- 
ed  from  Missionaries  in  Mexico  and 
the  other  countries  represented  in 
the  study,  were  used  especially  in 
the  children  and  youth  divisions  to 
better  present  the  need  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  mission  program. 

The  adult  coordinator  was  Mrs. 
Otto  Hood,  who  did  a  superb  job  of 
programing  the  different  areas 


Monroe  Dist.  Having 
Vacation  Church 
School  Institutes 

All  persons  who  plan  to  work  in 
the  Vacation  Church  Schools  during 
the  summer  of  1959  are  urged  to 
attend  one  of  the  Monroe  district 
Vacation  Church  School  Institutes, 
said  Mrs.  Daisy  F.  Bergeron,  dis¬ 
trict  director  of  Children’s  Work. 
The  institutes  will  be  held  in  three 
different  places;  Sicily  Island,  Fe&= 
ruary  19;  Delhi,  February  23;  and 
Claiborne  Church,  West  Monroe, 
February  24.  Each  session  will  be 
from  7  to  9  p.  m. 

Leaders  for  the  institutes  will  be: 
Kindergarten,  Mrs.  Donald  Elliott; 
Primary,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Dampier;  Jun¬ 
ior,  Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson;  and 
Administration,  Miss  Tennie  V.  Sev- 
ertson.  The  Intermediate  group  has 
not  been  planned  for  in  these  par¬ 
ticular  institutes. 

Textbooks  should  be  secured  be¬ 
fore  attending,  but  in  any  case, 
books  will  be  available  for  sale  at 
the  institutes,  Mrs.  Bergeron  said. 


Church  School 
Workshops  Planned 
For  Ruston  Dist. 

The  Ruston  district  has  scheduled 
Vacation  Church  School  Workshops 
as  follows :  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  March  10  and  Lake- 
view  Methodist  Church,  M  i  n  d  e  n, 
March  17.  The  Workshops  will  be 
held  from  9:15  a.  m.  to  2:00  p.  m. 
at  each  church. 

Theme  for  the  Workshops  is  “God 
and  His  World.”  Group  leaders  will 
be  Kindergarten,  Mrs.  Carl  Lang¬ 
ford  and  Mrs.  Loyd  Nelson;  Pri¬ 
mary,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Carter;  and  Jun¬ 
ior,  Mrs.  George  Goodwin. 

The  texts  will  be  available  for 
purchase  and  leaflets  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  for  use  by  local  leaders, 
said  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel,  district 
director  of  Children’s  Work.  At¬ 
tend  the  Workshop  most  convenient 
to  you,  she  also  stated. 


studied  nightly.  Activities  such  as 
the  following  were  presented  night¬ 
ly:  Capt.  Dunn  spoke  on  Alaska; 
Mrs.  Fred  Schweitzer  and  her  son, 
Lamar,  presented  slides  on  Hawaii; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  a  teacher  in  one 
of  the  Mission  Schools  in  El  Paso, 
Texas,  enlightened  the  group  on 
Mexico  and  its  people.  Mrs.  Otto 
Hood  presented  sessions  on  Canada, 
U.S.,  and  the  Carribean  Area.  Each 
did  an  excellent  job  of  presenting 
to  the  group  the  needs  of  North 
American  neighbors.  The  Adults  re¬ 
sponded  excellently  to  this  program, 
averaging  more  than  sixty  nightly. 

The  school  could  not  have  been 
a  success  without  committees  who 
v/orked  without  end  in  order  to  do 
well  the  task  at  hand.  Mrs.  O.  V. 
Hooker  was  in  charge  of  the  food 
preparation.  Mrs.  Gwen  Houston 
and  Mr.  Louis  Blankenbaker  helped 
in  publicizing  the  school.  Brent 
Seale,  chairman  of  the  Commission 
of  Missions,  did  a  lot  of  work  in 
getting  the  ground  work  laid  for 
the  school.  Dean  of  the  school  was 
Dan  Morse,  Educational  Assistant  at 
First  Methodist  Church. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


A  Tragic  Phone  Call 

Sunday  after  Sunday  we  have 
youngsters  come  in  to  use  the 
church  office  phone.  Their  calls  are 
duplicated  in  every  church  in  the 
country  that  has  a  telephone,  I  am 
certain.  It  is  a  simple  call.  They  dial 
their  home  number  and  their  com¬ 
ments  are  like  these.  “Hello,  Mom, 
the  services  are  over.  Come  and  get 
me.”  And  good  old  faithful,  thought¬ 
ful,  loving  Mom  or  Dad,  leaves  the 
comfort  of  the  easy  chair  by.  the 
fire-place,  or  the  cool  spot  by  the 
air  conditinoer  (depends  on  the  Sea¬ 
son)  and  braves  the  cold  or  the  hot 
weather  to  drive  down  to  the  church 
to  pick  up  their  off-spring.  You 
have  to  take  off  your  hat  to  that 
kind  of  service  for  their  kids — 
nothing  too  good  for  our  children. 
Except,  of  course,  going  along  with 
them  to  the  church! 

That’s  a  tragic  phone  call  because 
it  reflects  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
problems  are  due  to  parental  de¬ 
linquency.  To  be  sure,  I  am  grateful 
for  parents  who  care  enough  to  do 
the  minimal  job  of,  getting  their 
youngsters  to  the  church  when  Sun¬ 
day  School  and  Church  services  are 
scheduled.  There  are  lots  of  parents 
who  won’t  even  make  the  effort  to 
do  that. 

As  one  mother  told  the  Junior 
Department  teacher  from  our 
Church  School  who  was  visiting  the 
parents  of  her  class  members  a  few 
years  ago,  "Our  girl  is  a  very  love¬ 
ly  child,  and  so  thoughtful.  On  Sun¬ 
day  mornings  she  gets  up,  dresses 
and  gets  her  own  breakfast  and 
takes  the  bus  down  to  the  church — 
and  doesn’t  disturb  any  of  the  rest 
of  the  family.”  The  undisturbed 
parent  of  today  is  a  parental  delin¬ 
quent,  or  the  parent  of  tomorrow’s 
juvenile  delinquent. 

Of  course,  I  must  realize  that  any 
adult  eye  that  would  catch  these 
words  probably  belongs  to  a  person 
who  is  regular  himself  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  Sunday  School  and 
worship  services  of  his  church.  He 
is  the  kind  of  parent  who  takes  his 
youngsters  to  the  church  and  stays 
there  for  the  services  right  along 
with  them.  No  need  for  the  tragic 
kind  of  phone  call  mentioned — kids 
don’t  have  to  telephone  their  par¬ 
ents  who  are  there  in  the  church 
with  them  on  Sunday! 

Strange  isn’t  it  that  folks  who 
will  sacrifice  whatever  is  needed  to 
get  proper  food,  clothing,  medical 
and  dental  care,  education  in  the 
schools,  and  who  will  go  in  debt  to 
provide  comfortable  and  modern 
homes — stop  short  when  it  comes  to 
accepting  a  share  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
their  children! 

So  Johnny  can  read  and  spell. 
But  does  he  know  the  Word?  So 
Johnny  is  hep  to  the  latest  jive- 
does  he  know  how  to  live  in  a  crazy 
world?  So  Mary  is  a  lovely  girl  with 
all  the  social  graces — has  her  mind 
and  heart  been  exposed  to  the  grace 
of  God  revealed  through  Christ? 
So  they  have  a  high  IQ— what  about 
their  SQ — spiritual  quotient? 


Christian  Career 
Clinic  Planned  For 
Monroe  District 

The  Monroe  District  M.Y.F.  is 
planning  to  hold  its  annual  Chris¬ 
tian  Career  Clinic  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  West  Monroe,  La. 
on  February  27  and  28. 

The  speaker  for  the  clinic  will 
be  Dr.  Marcus  J.  Birrell  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee.  Dr.  Birrell  is  the 
executive  secretary  for  the  inter- 
board  committee  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

All  high  school  juniors  and  sen¬ 
iors  and  college  students  are  invited 
to  attend.  There  will  be  a  choice  of 
three  interest  groups  out  of  several 
which  will  be  led  by  well  qualified 
individuals.  The  price  will  be  $2.50. 
This  also  includes  a  banquet  to  be 
held  at  6:00  p.  m.  Friday. 

Registration  will  begin  at  4:30 
p.  m.  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe.  The  Monroe  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  M.Y.F.  members  will  provide 
housing  Friday  night  for  those  who 
live  too  far  to  return  for  the  Satur¬ 
day  session. 

WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Monlicello 

The  Monticello  Sub-district  met 
January  26  in  Wilmar,  Arkansas 
Rev.  John  Hassler  of  Little  Rock 
spoke  to  the  group  of  about  97, 
concerning  the  planning  of  M.Y.F. 
programs. 

The  sub-district  will  meet  with 
Monticello  in  February.  Leua  Feis- 
er,  publicity  chairman. 


Evangeline 

The  Youth  Fellowship  entertained 
the  Evangeline  Sub-District  at  As- 
bury  Church,  LaFayette,  La.  Pro¬ 
gram  plans  included  an  emphasis 
on  better  understanding  of  world 
citizenship. 

The  principal  speaker  was  a  young 
man  from  Southwestern,  Wael  Mis- 
mar.  Wael  is  from  the  Country  of 
Jordan.  He  spoke  about  his  Country 
and  then  answered  questions  from 
the  group. 

The  Fellowship  Building  was  dec¬ 
orated  with  blue  and  gold.  There 
were  figures  representing  the  many 
races  of  the  world,  cut  out  and  hung 
about  the  room.  Refreshments 
were  served  after  the  meeting. 


Dal-Gra 

January  meeting  of  the  Dal-Gra 
Sub-district  was  held  on  January 
26  at  the  Redfield  Methodist  Church. 
Redf ield,  Arkansas,  Rev.  James 
Scudder,  pastor.  The  Sheridan 
Youth  group  presented  a  program 
on  the  Life  of  Jesus.  Miss  Susie  Wy¬ 
lie  sang  an  excellent  solo  of  “God 
So  Loved  the  World.”  The  Youth 
fittingly  closed  with  The  Lord  s 
Prayer. 

The  business  session  was  called 
to  order  by  Vice-President  James 
Duncan  in  the  absence  of  the  presi¬ 
dent.  The  next  meeting  will  be  at 
White  Hall  Methodist  Church.  Mrs 
Clinton  Patton,  director  of  youth 
work  in  the  Pine  Bluff  district  will 
attend  to  give  the  youth  information 
on  the  annual  temperance  essay 
contest.  Also  a  weiner  roast  has 
been  planned  for  the  coming  meet¬ 
ing. 
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North  Arkansas  Women  To  Hear 
Mrs.  Soulen 


Hope  District 

Executive  Committee  Meets 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Hope 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  met  Friday,  February 
6th  in  the  parsonage  home  of  Mrs. 
Fred  L.  Arnold  at  DeQueen.  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Johnson  brought  a  devotional, 
her  subject  being  “Living  Around 
It”. 

The  business  session  was  conduct- 
ed  by  Mrs.  W.  M.  Reinhardt,  at 
which  time  plans  were  made  for 
the  Annual  District  Meeting  of  the 
Dope  District  to  be  April  21st.  Mrs. 
Hubert  Shull  was  appointed  chair- 
mar>  of  the  program  committee  and 
Mrs.  Robert  B.  Moore  chairman  of 
the  Nominating  Committee. 

Reports  were  given  by  Mrs.  Hu¬ 
bert  Shull,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Carlton,  Mrs. 

S.  Hopkins,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Tyson, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Davis,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Shack- 
®lford,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Hendricks,  Mrs. 
Fred  Arnold,  Mrs  Weldon  Smith, 
Mrs  W.  R.  Johnson,  Mrs.  R.  T. 
white,  Mrs.  Ervin  Tipton.  Also  pres- 
etlt  and  making  reports  were  the 
conference  officers  residing  in  the 
H°Pe  District,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley 


Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  president  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  will  convene  the  Nineteenth 
Annual  Meeting  at  1:45  p.m.  Wed¬ 
nesday,  March  11  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jonesboro. 

Mrs.  Harold  Soulen  will  be  one 
of  the  guest  speakers  for  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Conference  and  for  the  Guild 
Week  End.  Mrs.  Soulen  will  speak 
Thursday  morning,  on  “Singing  the 
Lord’s  Song,”  and  at  the  Youth  Em¬ 
phasis  program  Thursday  night, 
“The  Joy  of  Serving.” 

Mrs.  Soulen  of  Salina,  Kansas,  is 
the  wife  of  a  Methodist  minister. 
She  is  the  immediate  past  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service;  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Woman’s  Division,  chairman  of 
its  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Com¬ 
mittee  and  a  member  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee,  thereby  serving 
on  the  following  Committees — 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women,  Committee  on  Techniques 
for  Action  in  the  Department  of 
Christian  Social  Relations;  and  on 
Organization  and  Promotion,  and 
Missionary  Education  of  Youth  in 
the  Section  of  Education  and  Cul¬ 
tivation. 


and  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry.  Reports 
showed  growth  in  all  fields  of  work. 
There  were  twenty  nine  District 
Members  reported. 

Mrs.  Tipton,  secretary  of  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel  reported  fifteen 
young  people  from  the  Hope  Dis¬ 
trict  who  are  Life  Service  Volun¬ 
teers.  They  are  Edrene  Downs,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Joan  Davis,  Zollene  Bennett, 
Margaret  Bettick,  Rebecca  Eliza¬ 
beth  Plumley,  Simone  Golden,  Bet¬ 
ty  O’Neal,  Marilyn  Lee,  Laura  Irene 
Thornton,  Joy  Hoover,  Louise  Lov¬ 
ell,  Jackie  Bennett,  Gladwin  Con¬ 
nell,  James  Guy  Hankins  and  Don 
Sikes. 

By  Mrs.  R.  B.  Moore 


Churchmen  Hear  Call 
For  ‘Depth  Evangelism’ 

Cleveland,  O.  (RNS) — Superficial 
acceptance  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
churches  should  be  replaced  by 
“depth  evangelism  whereby  the 
whole  man  is  truly  converted,”  a 
United  Lutheran  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  executive  declared  here. 

Dr.  Harold  Haas,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Church’s  Board  of  Social 
Missions,  charged  there  was  “a  real 
tendency  in  our  churches  for  people 
to  reject  the  Gospel  by  accepting  it 
superficially.” 

What  people  accept  “makes  little 
demand  on  them  and  seems  to  give 
at  least  a  temporary  peace  of  mind,” 
Dr.  Haas  told  80  pastors  and  laymen 
from  32  synods  of  the  Church  at- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


Miss  Colony  To  Address  Louisiana 
Society  And  Guild 


MISS  LUCILLE  COLONY 

Miss  Lucile  Colony,  Executive 
secretary  for  the  work  in  India,  of 
the  aWoman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service,  will  speak  both  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Wom¬ 
an’s  Conference  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  Week-End,  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Miss  Colony  will  speak  Thursday 
morning,  March  5  on  the  subject 
“Missions  Today”;  she  will  address 
the  Guild  Saturday  evening. 

Born  in  Iowa,  Miss  Colony  at  the 
age  of  15  moved  with  her  family  to 
Mississippi,  where  she  received  her 
college  degree  from  Mississippi 
State  College.  Later  she  earned  her 


MISS  SUE  BATTON 

master’s  degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Iowa.  She  had  three  terms 
of  service  as  educational  missionary 
in  India.  She  was  principal  of  the 
Teacher’s  Training  College  for 
Women  in  Jabalpur  being  in  charge 
of  this  institution  from  the  first 
year  of  its  existence  and  for  15 
years  following. 

In  1943  she  came  home  for  her 
third  furlough,  and  at  that  time 
was  elected  to  her  present  office  in 
the  Division. 

Miss  Sue  Batton,  of  Minden,  will 
be  presiding  at  the  Guild  Week- 
End  for  the  first  time,  having  been 
elected  at  the  1958  meeting. 


Louisiana  Conference  Wesley  Service  Guild  Program 

THEME:  “Immortal  Tidings  in  Mortal  Hands” 

March  7,  1959 


10:00  Registration  . . . Capitol  House 

10:30  Executive  Committee  Meeting  . Capitol  House 

12:00  Executive  Committee  Luncheon  . Capitol  House 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Sanctuary,  First  Methodist  Church  .Baton  Rouge 
Convening  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting — Miss  Sue  Batton,  Secretary 


Order  of  Business 
3:00  "Witnessing”  . 


.Miss  Sue  Batton 


4:15 

6:30 


Reports  of  Chairman  of  line  of  Work : 
Missionary  Education  . 

Christian  Social  Relations  . 

Supply  Work  . 

Spiritual  Life  Cultivation  . 

Pledge  Service  . 

Fellowship  Tea  . 

Dinner,  First  Methodist  Church  . 

Skit:  "We  Choose  Our  Mates  This  Way" 


. Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips 

. Mrs.  E.  T.  Cowell 

. Miss  Margaret  McGowan 

. Miss  Arline  Tyler 

. Mrs.  J.  H.  McSween 

. Church  Parlor 

\ 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Cowell,  presiding 
.  . Alexandria  District 


EVENING  SESSION 

7:45  Address  . Miss  Lucille  Colony 

Memorial  Service  . Miss  Lillian  Kennedy 

Communion  Service  and  Dedication  of  Gifts 


SUNDAY,  MARCH  8,  1959 

Morning  Session,  Capitol  House 

7:00  Quiet  Breakfast:  "To  Love,  To  Lift,  To  Light"  . Miss  Arlene  Tyler,  presiding 

Meditation  . Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Sr. 

8:20  Order  of  Business 

9:00  Immortal  Tidings — “To  Keep  and  To  Give”  . Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips,  presiding 

Address  . Mrs.  Glen  E.  Laskey 


February  19, 1959 
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Apportionments  For  Louisiana  Conference  1959-60 


A  resolution  adopted  by  the  1956  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
as  the  result  of  a  study  and  report  by  a  Special  Committee  on 
Apportionments,  requires  the  Commission  on  World  Service  and 
Finance  to  release  each  year  of  the  1956-60  quadrennium  a  list  of 
the  amounts  as  determined  by  the  decimal  described  in  the  re¬ 
port.  Please  read  this  resolution  again  before  attempting  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  figures  (1956  Journal,  Page  93-4). 

Please  note  (last  paragraph  page  94,  1956  Journal)  that  “no 


church  be  permitted  to  DECREASE  its  payment  during  the 
1956-60  quadrennium.” 

The  figures  showing  the  1959-60  amount  for  each  local  church 
on  the  ministerial  support  apportionment  (Superintendent’s  Fund, 
Episcopal  Fund,  Conference  Claimant’s  Fund  (Church  only),  and 
Sustentation  Fund  (Church  only)  are  listed  below. 

William  E.  Trice,  Chairman 
Commission  on  World  Service  and 
Finance 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Alexandria.  First  Church  . $4756.94 

Alex.,  Horseshoe  Drive  . .  451.51 

Alex.,  Trinity  .  1481.34 

Alex.,  Wesley  .  656.25 

Forest  Hill  . 123.64 

Ball  .  223.82 

Grace  . 56.69 

Belah  .  172.66 

Eden  .  88.64 

Tullos  .  96.09 

Boyce  .  401.59 

Lahey  Chapel  .  117.12 

Sieper  .  19.70 

Bunkie,  Haas  Mem .  1266.81 

Clear  Creek  .  82.26 

Pleasant  Grove  .  86.51 

Colfax  .  795.94 

Liberty  Chapel  .  92.88 

Couley  .  136.44 

New  Hope  .  119.80 

Sanders  Chapel  .  49.22 

Davis  Springs  .  97.89 

Dodson  . . .  157 .55 

Siloam  Springs  . 69.30 

Effie  .  390.10 

Bethel  .  90.07 

Elizabeth  .  421.68 

Hopewell  .  261.61 

Evergreen  .  138.70 

Bay  Hills  .  27.37 

Glenmora  .  500.56 

Hollins  Chapel  .  246.94 

Bentley  . 122.80 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial  .  1126.55 

Jonesville  .  674.46 

Lecompte  .  659.78 

Cheneyville  .  157.15 

Marksville  .  384.57 

Simmesport  .  151.02 

Marthaville  .  175.34 

Beulah  .  64.89 

Robeline  .  147.39 

Melder  .  94.05 

Fellowship  .  134.40 

Montgomery  . 480.65 

Campti  .  196.21 

Mt.  Zion  .  216.52 

Atlanta  .  179.99 

Natchitoches,  Faith  .  288.68 

Natchitoches,  First  .  1914.28 

Oakdale  .  1012.61 

Oak  Grove  .  501.57 

Olla  .  659.22 

Palestine  .  627.52 

Spring  Hill  .  82.16 

Pineville  .  1616.02 

Pollock  .  398.75 

Lewis  Chapel  .  47.47 

Selma  .  131 .67 

Trout  .  386.69 

Urania  . 520.11 

Weaver  .  148.17 

Provencal  . 149.56 

White’s  Chapel  .  140.40 

Bayou  Chicot  .  124.83 

Pine  Prairie  .  99.96 

Vflle  Platte  .  156.41 

Winnfield  .  1528.85 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


Amite  . 

Angie  . 

Varnado 
Baker  . 


$1245.36 
119.91 
220.03 
.  1104.83 


Baton  Rouge,  Broadmoor  .  1248.45 

Baton  Rouge,  First  . 12540.00 

Baton  Rouge,  Ingleside  .  1602.11 

Baton  Rouge,  Istrouma  .  3086.51 

Baton  Rouge,  North  Baton  Rouge  ....  2337.81 

Baton  Rouge,  Wm.  B.  Reily  Mem .  2922 .21 


Baton  Rouge,  Winbourne 

Bethel  . 

Blackwater  . 

Bluff  Creek  . 

Pipkins  . 

Bogalusa,  E.  S.  Mem . 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  . 

Meadows  Chapel  . 

Clinton  . 

Clear  Creek  . 

Deerford  . 

Denham  Springs  . 

Fisher 

Mt.  Hermon  . 

Sunny  Hill  . 

Franklinton  . 

Gonzales  . 

Faithful  . 

New  River  . 

Grand  River  . 

Greensburg  . 

Wesley  . 

Hammond  . 

Jackson  . 

Ethel  . 

Kentwood  . 

Live  Oak  . 

Livingston  . 

James  Chapel  . 

Loranger  . 

Cooper's  Chapel  . 

Lottie  . 

Rosedale  . 

Magnolia  . 

Port  Allen  . 


1189.63 
647.56 

1413.63 

139.48 

108.85 
1954.30 

153.20 

156.49 

704.87 
198.07 
573.03 

1457.11 

343.43 
113.09 

45.68 

1202.42 

139.06 

233.75 

225.68 

143.43 

621.88 
130.11 

1867.49 

724.58 

184.49 

842.19 

914.63 

131.20 
150.29 
274.47 

76.16 

494.13 

226.21 
307.73 

85.85 


New  Roads  .  203.32 

Pine  Grove  .  432.59 

Killians  Chapel  .  90.38 

Montpelier  .  159.10 

Plaquemine  .  998.25 

Ponchatoula  .  1454.38 

St.  Francisville  .  399.10 

Concord  .  52.38 

New  Hope  .  107.20 

Tunica  .  85.95 

St.  Helena  Ct.,  Center  .  204.05 

Darlington  .  50.45 

Days  .  318.10 

Slaughter  .  384.53 

Springfield  .  364.35 

Huff’s  Chapel  .  149.65 

Maurepas  .  132.28 

Tangipahoa  .  515.43 

Pine  Hill  .  24.56 

Pine  Ridge  .  367.92 

Tickfaw  .  241.67 

Independence  .  95.04 

Walker  .  339.01 

Friendship  .  402.04 

Mangum  .  234.08 

Wesley  Chapel  .  433.64 

Lee's  Landing  . , .  140.57 

Zachary  .  1208.17 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Abbeville  . $1064.94 

Berwick  .  904.09 

Church  Point  .  430.63 

Petriville  .  165.31 

Crowley,  First  .  1824.72 

Wesley  .  672.21 

Donaldsonville  .  314.52 


Ebenezer  .  416.76 

Estherwood  .  118.79 

Franklin  .  1563.25 

Golden  Meadow  .  625.47 

Grand  Isle  . 175.82 


Houma,  First 


2316.94 


Houma  Heights  . 

Bayou  Blue  . 

Dulac  . 

Indian  Bayou  . 

Kaplan  . 

Iota  . 

Maxie  . 

Jeanerette  . 

Lydia  . 

Weeks  Island  . 

Krotz  Springs  . 

Port  Barre  . 

Waxie  . 

Lafayette,  Asbury 
Lafayette,  Davidson 

Lafayette,  First  . 

Lockport  . 

Melville  . 

Palmetto  . 

Morgan  City  . 

New  Iberia  . 

Opelousas  . 

Patterson  . 

Pecan  Island  . 

Rayne  . 

Branch  . 

Raceland  . 

Thibodeaux  . 

Vacherie  . 


302.79 

263.40 
146.64 

606.90 

206.91 

195.40 

219.41 

224.10 
30.90 

137.10 
64.40 

304.98 

64.95 

901.16 
856.04 

3278.81 

219.42 
483.62 

294.85 
1274.94 
2122.63 
1184.52 

328.85 

115.91 
769.14 
133.26 

150.17 
613.28 

36.61 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Bell  City  . 

Hayes  . 

Cameron  . 

Grand  Chenier  . 

DeQuincy  . 

DeRidder,  First  . 

DeRidder,  Wesley  . 

Broadland  . 

Elton  . 

Eunice  . 

Gueydan  . 

Hackberry  . 

Hornbeck  . 

Holly  Grove  . 

Prospect  . 

Iowa  . 

Jennings  . 

Kinder  . 

Lake  Arthur  . 

Lake  Charles,  Fairview 
Lake  Charles,  First 
Lake  Charles,  Moss  Bluff 
Lake  Charles,  Northside 
Lake  Charles,  Oak  Park 
Lake  Charles,  St.  Lukes 
Lake  Charles,  Simpson 
Lake  Charles,  University 
Lake  Charles,  Westlake 

Leesville  . 

Maplewood  . 

Merryville  . 

Oberlin  . 

Pine  Grove  . 

Raymond  . 

Basile  . 

Sulphur  . 

Sweet  Lake  . 

Vinton  . 

Welsh  .._ . 


$  92.28 

90.84 
.  557.29 

324.93 
1153.22 
.  1687.06 
538.31 
72.59 
594.39 
.  1151.06 
882.52 
156.42 
168.12 
142.82 
199.87 
813.68 
1566.69 
635.65 

838.61 

334.57 
5601.32 

195.73 
284.13 

1103.08 

322.47 

1630.48 

2479.88 

836.24 

1414.03 

1314.07 

588.64 

239.62 

43.84 

633.57 
82.69 

2206.10 

306.99 

956.73 
1261.77 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


Bastrop,  First  . 

Beekman  . 

Bastrop,  Memorial 

Bonita  . 

Jones  . 

Collinston  . 

Swartz  . 

Columbia  . 


$2153.39 
.  297.25 
.  451.90 
.  165.80 
.  114.33 
412.64 
.  104.87 
.  924.27 


Hebert  . 150.98 

Crew  Lake  .  333.19 

Crowville  .  409.21 


Baskin 


69.83 


Delhi  . 

Epps  . 

Floyd  . 

Fairbanks  . 

Bartholomew  . 

Sunrise  . 

Ferriday  . 

Gilbert  . 

Beouf  Prairie  . 

Grayson  . 

Columbia  Heights  . 

Kelly  . 

Shilo  . 

Harrisonburg  . 

Clayton  . 

Holly  Ridge  . 

Kilbourne  . 

Goodwill  . 

Locust  Grove  . 

Lake  Providence  . 

Lapine  .. . 

Luna  . 

Walnut  Grove  . 

Little  Creek  . 

Union  . 

Mangham  . ... 

Mer  Rouge  . 

Bonne  Idee  . 

Monroe,  First  . 

Monroe,  Gordon  Ave . 

Monroe,  Memorial  . 

Monroe,  St.  Paul’s  . 

Monroe,  Southside  . 

Monroe,  Stone  Ave . 

Monroe,  Gibson  Chapel  . 

Newellton  . 

Oak  Grove  . 

Oak  Ridge  . 

Trails  End  . 

Pioneer  . 

Campbell’s  Chapel  . 

Forest  . 

Rayville  . 

St.  Joseph  . 

Wesley  . 

Sicily  Island  . 

Sterlington  . 

Tallulah  . 

Vidalia  . 

Waterproof  . 

West  Monroe,  Brownsville 
West  Monroe,  Claiborne  .... 

West  Monroe,  First  . 

West  Monroe,  McGuire  . 

Winnsboro  . 

Wisner  . 


1035.63 

472.12 

162.73 

326.68 

199.93 

102.23 

1080.36 

455.34 

382.02 

460.51 

94.93 

208.64 
17.47 

156.05 

192.81 
261.66 
240.97 

178.19 
113.00 

1201.08 

127.27 
58.07 

68.94 

174.29 
104.85 
511.01 
685.79 
114.08 

4706.57 

906.28 

1871.52 
1985.87 

1097.21 
936.84 

30.17 

802.48 

1080.71 

551.92 

51.20 

179.36 
91.79 

166.75 

1526.02 

287.71 

210.31 

604.37 

747.65 
1480.16 

726.19 
607.01 

648.30 

868.82 

2892.21 
967.02 

1290.53 
726.67 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


Lutcher  . 

Reserve  . 

New  Orleans,  Algiers  .... 

N.  O.,  Carrollton  . 

N.  O.,  Castle  Manor 
N.  O.,  Ely sian  Fields  .... 

N.  O.,  Felicity  . 

N.  O.,  First  . 

N.  O.,  Gentilly  . 

N.  O.,  Gretna  . 

N.  O.,  Jefferson  . 

N.  O.,  John  Wesley  . 

N.  O.,  Kenner  . 

N.  O.,  Lake  Vista  ...« 

N.  O.,  Lasseigne  Mem. 

N.  O.,  Luling  . 

New  Orleans,  Metairie 

N.  O.,  Munholland  . 

N.  O.,  Napoleon  Ave . 

N.  O.,  Parker  Mem . 

N.  O.,  Rayne  Mem . 

N.  O.,  Redeemer  . 

N.  O.,  St.  Bernard  . 

N.  O.,  St.  Claude  Hgts. 

N.  O.,  St.  James  . 

N.  O.,  St.  John  . 

N.  O.,  St.  Luke’s  . 

N.  O.,  St.  Mark’s 
N.  O.,  St.  Matthews 

N.  0.,.St.  Paul's  . 

N.  O.,  Second  Church 
Point-a-la-Hache 

Trinity  . 

Venice  . 

Covington  . 

Fitzgerald 

Waldheim  . 

Lacombe  . 

St.  Tammany  . 

Pearl  River  . 

Talisheek  . . 

Slidell  . 

Sun  . 

Bush  . 


$  192.15 
132.44 
1493.39 
3424.44 
180.66 
1359.41 

422.43 
.  3610.73 

1374.04 

1268.47 
1064.18 

336.67 
.  1229.55 

1712.35 
122.12 
.  324.22 
621.56 

4032.48 
.  1569.76 

1209.89 

4197.87 

254.46 

861.06 

332.78 

276.64 
293.96 

1445.81 

748.29 

313.68 
1232.46 

674.17 

119.44 
685.84 

67.04 

769.64 
213.99 

90.12 
256.75 

45.76 

357.13 

58.51 

1181.60 

100.53 

96.13 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 


Alabama  . 

Summerfield  . 

Arcadia  . 

Mt.  Mariah  . 

Athens  . 

Bethel  . 

Cross  Roads  . 

Bernice  . 

Bienville  . 

Mill  Creek  . 

Strange' . 

Calhoun  . 

Beulah  . 

Indian  Village  ... 

Center  Point  . 

Chatham  . 

Choudrant  . 

Carlton  . 

Douglas  . 

Clay  . 

Ansley  . 

Long  Straw  . 

Wesley  Chapel  ... 

Concord  . 

Mt.  Pleasant  ........ 

Zoar  . 

Cotton  Valley  . 

Downsville  . 

Bethel  . 

Mt.  Nebo  . 

Doyline  . 

McIntyre  . 

Dubach  . 

Eros  . 

Antioch  . 

Frantom  Chapel 

Evergreen  . 

Farmerville  . 

Gibsland  . 

Bryceland  .... . 

Oak  Grove  . 

Grand  Bayou  . 

Castor  . 

Rocky  Mt . 

Harmony  Chapel 

Bethlehem  . 

Wesley  . 

Haynesville  . 

Colquitt  . 

Heflin  . „.... 

Brushwood  . 

Hodge  . 

Homer  . 

Jonesboro  . 

Lisbon  . 

Arizona  . 

Marion  . 

Byrd's  Chapel  .. 

Union  . 

Minden,  First  . 

Minden,  Lakeview 

Pine  Grove  . 

Pleasant  Valley 

Quitman  . . . 

Ringgold  . 

Ruston,  Grace  . 

Ruston,  Trinity  .... 

Salem  . .... 

Hilly  . 

Shongaloo  . 

Whitehall  . 

Sibley  . 

Simsboro  . 

Antioch  . 

Springhill  . 

Wilhite  . 

Bear  Creek  . 

Vienna  . 


$  64.44 

88.09 
.  1118.03 
.  273.11 
.  282.38 
.  115.22 
.  187.33 
.  668.88 
.  254.98 
.  130.57 
.  219.26 
.  403.00 
.  126.37 
.  107.40 
.  236.27 
.  458.09 
.  264.44 

15.54 
.  310.11 
.  199.98 
.  125.28 

68.03 
.  125.60 
.  149.63 

98.25 

96.79 
.  941.26 

398.27 
.  108.49 
.  105.67 
.  366.02 
.  200.67 
..  561.07 
..  181.15 
..  131.56 

64.55 
..  185.63 
..  718.03 
..  594.59 

25.60 
..  133.06 

66.60 
..  215.36 

72.80 
..  414.74 
..  116.30 
..  204.50 
..  1779.14 
..  119.78 
..  351.45 
..  384.18 
..  608.17 
..  2011.28 
..  1456.85 
..  507.31 
..  162.52 
..  432.52 
..  143.20 

19.19 
..  2382  62 
..  1014.41 
..  322.59 
..  261.74 
..  373.46 
..  666.30 
..  1166  50 
..  3413.30 
.  222  23 
..  121.76 
..  389.97 
..  263.09 
..  434.65 
..  253.60 
..  149.54 
..  1862  99 
..  148  15 

38.40 

34.75 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Barksdale  . 

Belcher  . 

Gilliam  . 

Benton  . 

Bethany  . 

Keith ville  . . 

Bethel  . 

Blanchard  . 

Bossier  City,  Curtis  Park  . 

Bossier  City,  First  . 

Converse  . 

Coushatta  . 

Ellerbe  Road  . 

Grand  Cane  . 

Stonewall  . 

Greenwood  . 

Hall  Summit  . 

Eqst  Point  . 

Wesley  . 

Carroll  Creek  . 

Holly  Springs  . 

Cross  Roads  . 

Haughton  . 

Ida  . 

Hosston  . 

Keatchie  . 

Logansport  . 

Longstreet  . 

Shiloh  . 

Many  . 

Mansfield  . 

Mooringsport  . 

Oil  City  . 

Pelican  . 

Plain  Dealing  . 

Pleasant  Hill  . 

Mitchell  . 

Rodessa  . 

Shreveport,  Broadmoor  . 

Shreveport,  Caddo  Heights  .... 

Shreveport,  Cedar  Grove  . 

Shreveport,  First  . 

Shreveport,  Mangum  Mem. 

Shreveport,  Morningside  . 

Shreveport,  Noel  Mem . 

Shreveport,  North  Highlands 

Shreveport,  Park  Ave . 

Shreveport,  Summer  Grove 

Shreveport,  Trinity  . 

Shreveport,  Wesley  . 

Shreveport,  Wynn  Mem . 

Vivian  . 

Zwolle  . 

Bayou  Scie  . 

Noble  . 

Zion's  Rest  . . 


$  697.14 
.  385.56 

.  389.24 

.  796.03 
.  218.29 
.  211.79 
.  258.47 

.  663.74 

.  903.18 

.  2622.71 
55.68 
.  1215.32 
.  278  49 
.  258.72 
.  250.32 
938.90 
.  236.78 
163.08 
154.02 
96.62 
.  172.78 

110.56 
.  907.47 
259.14 
.  348.86 

.  66.15 

873.45 
.  177.77 

78.29 
1069  78 
.  1775.95 
65165 
503.32 
.  281.15 
830-17 

■  «9.>3 

94.37 
;  371.92 
5045.32 
1273.03 
2320.53 
.12699-45 
.  4012.52 

■  128ili 

7378.82 

1306.86 

125131 

1039.95 

915-98 

268.70 

1445.62 

1566.11 

662.84 

88.31 

49.64 

63-09 
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N.A.  Coni.  Wot— 

Rev.  Glenn  Gothard 
To  Be  In  The  Conf. 
March  2-9 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Rev.  Glenn  Gothard  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  is  coming 
to  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
for  the  period  of  March  2-6.  He  is  to 
visit  with  church  leaders  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Fort  Smith,  Russellville,  North 
Little  Rock,  Augusta,  Newport,  and 
Jonesboro. 

Should  there  be  other  interested 
groups  one  or  two  more  places 
might  be  scheduled. 

Rev.  Glenn  Gothard  serves  as  a 
consultant  in  the  planning  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  buildings. 

He  has  formally  given  splendid 
service  in  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  in  this  field  of  work. 


Fort  Smith  Music  Institute 

A  two  day  Music  Institute  is  to 
be  held  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Fort  Smith,  March  6  and  7,  1959. 

Dr.  Bliss  Wiant  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  is  to  give  special 
guidance  in  this  program.  He  will 
be  assisted  by  Miss  Edna  Earle  Mas¬ 
sey,  Director  of  Music,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Fort  Smith;  and  three 
members  of  the  Hendrix  College 
Staff  of  Music:  Dr.  Ashley  R.  Coff¬ 
man,  Mr.  Jo  Lee  Fleming,  and  Mr. 
Harold  Thompson. 

The  program  will  begin  at  7:00 
p.  m.,  Friday  March  6  and  will  be 


/ 

concluded  Saturday  night  March  7. 

This  program  is  for  professional 
and  amateur  leaders  of  church  mu¬ 
sic,  All  persons,  not  only  from  Fort 
Smith  District,  but  any  who  desire 
to  attend  will  be  welcome. 

The  only  cost  to  individuals  will 
be  their  entertainment. 

There  will  not  be  an  evening  meal 
served  at  the  church  as  was  true  in 
Jonesboro  last  year. 


Elm  Springs  School 

The  Elm  Springs  Charge,  com¬ 
posed  of  Elm  Springs  and  Harmon, 
demonstrated  the  past  week  what 
can  be  done  in  a  training  program. 
There  was  an  enrollment  of  73  with 
56  course  cards  issuesd.  This  excel¬ 
lent  record  was  made  possible  by 
the  leadership  given  by  the  Pastor, 
Rev.  Marvest  Lawson,  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  splendid  faculty 
for  the  three  courses  offered.  The 
following  courses  were  offered  in 
the  school: 

THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FEL¬ 
LOWSHIP,  Miss  Barbara  Meachan 

HOW  TO  TEACH  IN  THE 
CHURCH  SCHOOL,  Rev.  Hugh 
Burtner 

NEW  TESTAMENT.  Dr.  Roy  I. 
Bagley 


Area  Schools  This  Week 

The  Corning  Area  is  having  a 
three  unit  first  series  school  this 
week.  The  following  courses  are 
being  offered: 

TEACHING  CHILDREN,  Mrs. 
Leslie  C.  Thompson 

HOW  TO  TEACH  IN  CHURCH 


SCHOOL,  Rev.  Byron  McSpadden 
THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES, 
Rev.  James  T.  Clemons 
A  three  unit  first  series  training 
school  is  being  held  at  Newport 
First  Church  this  week  for  that 
area,  with  the  following  courses 
being  offered: 

CHRISTIAN  BELIEFS,  Dr.  Paul 
M.  Bumpers 

HOW  TO  READ  AND  STUDY 
THE  BIBLE,  Rev.  William  Wilder 
HELPING  CHILDREN  GROW  IN 
CHRISTIAN  FAITH,  Rev.  William 
A.  Stewart,  Jr. 


Training  Work  To  Date 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
continues  to  show  gains  in  training 
work  for  this  conference  year  as 
compared  with  1957-58.  The  report 
to  date  by  districts  is  as  follows: 


Batesville  District  .  257 

Conway  District  .  384 

Fayetteville  District  .  398 

Forrest  City  District  .  172 

Fort  Smith  District  393 

Jonesboro  District  .  548 

Paragould  District  .  269 

Searcy  District  233 


2644 

A  number  of  local  church  training 
enterprises  are  being  conducted, 
many  of  which  will  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  this  month. 

Each  week  brings  to  our  office 
additional  applications  for  training 
schools. 

A  number  of  churches  are  now 
conducting  classes  at  the  Sunday 


News  In  The 
World  Of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Mrs.  W.  T.  M.  Cook,  of  Santa  Ana, 
California,  is  the  newly-elected  na¬ 
tional  president  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Congregational  Chris¬ 
tian  Women.  She  will  serve  two 
years.  Mrs.  Cook  succeeds  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
ter  B.  Williams,  Newport  News, 
Virginia,  as  head  of  the  women’s 
organization  which  functions  in  all 
states  of  the  union,  Puerto  Rico  and 
Hawaii,  and  has  800,000  members. 
Mrs.  Cook  is  well-known  in  church 
circles.  She  was  the  first  woman 
moderator  of  the  Congregational 
Christian  Conference  of  Southern 
California  and  the  Southwest  in 
that  organization’s  seventy-year  his¬ 
tory  and  presently  serves  on  its 
board  of  directors.  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Johnson,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
long  active  in  race  relations  work 
in  her  cqmmunity,  was  elected  a 
vice-p  resident;  and  Mrs.  L.  T. 
S'choen,  Wells,  Minnesota,  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  Minnesota  Congregation¬ 
al  Christian  Conference,  was  elected 
national  stewardship  chairman  of 
the  Fellowship. 


school  hour  or  the  fellowship  hour 
on  Sunday  evening,  or  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night. 

Our  many  coaching  conferences 
are  supplying  us  with  an  excellent 
group  of  instructors  to  carry  on 
these  local  church  training  enter¬ 
prises,  as  well  as  our  area  training 
program. 


Area  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  NO.  1 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 


Not 

Charge  and  Pastor  New  Ren.  Due  Total 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Total  1198»* 

Bismarck  Ct.,  Marvin  Wilkins  .  8  ....  8* 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Total  2895** 

Calion-Quinn,  Wendall  Barbaree  .  25  ....  25** 

Stamps,  Harold  K.  Davis  .  74  65  ....  139*2 


HOPE  DISTRICT— Total  1426** 

DeQueen,  Fred  L.  Arnold  .  17  47  5  69** 

Dierks-Greens  Chapel,  W.  P.  Walker  8  28  1  37** 

Emmett  Ct.,  Clyde  Swift  .  6  50  ...  56** 

Garland-Pleasant  Hill, 

J.  Wayne  Mann  .  1  6  1  8 

Hope,  Rufus  F.  Sorrells  .  37  106  5  148 

Nashville,  Curtis  Williams  .  22  49  1  72** 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Total  2778** 

Benton— First  Ch.,  Wm.  E.  Brown  33  81  7  121** 

Carlisle,  O.  E.  Holmes  .  1  34  ....  35 

Geyer  Springs, 

Robert  W.  Trieschmann  .  16  26  ....  42 

Hamilton,  D.  Baldridge  .  1  12  ..  .  13 

Little  Rock — Asbury,  Otto  W.  Teague  10  54  4  68 

Hunter  Memorial,  Everette  Vinson  4  18  3  25 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards  .  46  99  145** 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  .  6  39  2  47 

Mabelvale,  Charles  W.  Baughman  ....  7  27  2  36 

Markham-Mt.  Pleasant, 

Louis  Averitt  .  7  5  ....  12 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Total  1026** 

Kingsland  Ct.,  James  W.  Beck  .  4  16  ....  -20 

Thornton  Ct.,  H.  R.  Nabors  .  4  34  ....  38** 

Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  .  12  53  4  69 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron  .  5  20  4  29 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Total  1412** 

Pine  Bluff — Hawley  Memorial, 

George  E.  Reutz  .  6  40  1  47** 

Sulphur  Springs,  Alva  C.  Rogers ....  3  18  1  22** 

Roe  Ct„  Wm.  D.  Bone  .  6  20  ....  26** 

Sl  Charles-Pleasant  Grove, 

R.  Kirkwood  .  2  11  1  14 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone  .  5  34  ....  39** 

Stuttgart — Grand  Avenue, 

Vernon  Chalfant  .  8  53  2  63 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Total  1118** 

„  CONWAY  DISTRICT— Total  1844** 

Conway — First  Church,  Joel  Cooper  45  81  16  142** 

Worrilton— First,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr.  9  94  3  106** 

North  Little  Rock— First, 

W.  Henry  Goodloe  .  29  248  5  282** 

Lakewood,  Worth  W.  Gibson  19  20  39** 

Vl'onia  Ct.,  Howard  G.  Moore  3  21  24* 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Total  1077 

Fayetteville — Central,  _ 

Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr .  43  114  10  167 


Charge  and  Pastor 

New 

Ren. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

Siloam  Springs,  Edwin  B.  Dodson 

6 

55 

10 

71 

Winslow  . 

2 

5 

1 

8 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1288** 

Brinkley,  J.  C.  Wilcox  . 

33 

1 

34 

Elaine  Ct. — Charles  Casteel  . 

4 

51 

2 

57** 

Helena — First  Church,  Alf  A.  Eason 

14 

80 

4 

98** 

Hunter-Whitehall,  Gaston  Matthews 

2 

25 

2 

29* 

Marianna-LaGrange, 

H.  J.  Couchman  . 

4 

76 

1 

81** 

Marvell, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Anderson  . 

5 

28 

33** 

West  Helena,  W.  Glen  Bruner  . 

10 

58 

3 

71** 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1550 

Booneville,  Robert  P.  Sessions  . 

7 

76 

5 

88** 

Charleston,  Charles  W.  Gjedde  . 

6 

41 

1 

48** 

Fort  Smith — Goddard  Memorial, 

Elmo  Thomason 

31 

56 

8 

85 

Midland  Heights,  W.  A.  Downum 

8 

32 

2 

42 

St.  Paul,  J.  H.  Hoggard  . 

i 

57 

58 

Greenwood,  Brady  Cook  . 

14 

62 

3 

79** 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Total  1507** 

Blytheville — First,  J.  Camel  English 

6 

134 

4 

144 

Dy ess- Whitten,  Carl  Strayhorn  . 

2 

16 

18 

Jonesboro — 

First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  . 

38 

91 

5 

134 

Marked  Tree,  Harold  D.  Womack  ... 

20 

50 

1 

71** 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— 

•Total 

1053 

Boydsville,  J.  D.  Lawrence  . 

3 

13 

2 

18 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  . 

6 

46 

1 

53*  * 

Lorado  Ct.,  J.  T.  Holland  . 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Maynard,  L.  L.  Langston  . 

6 

14 

20 

Paragould — 

First  Church,  J.  Ralph  Hillis  . 

27 

93 

7 

107** 

West  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson 

5 

30 

35 

Pocahontas,  Chas.  P.  McDonald,  Jr. 

13 

29 

1 

43 

Rector — 

Fourth  Street,  Van  Hooker  . 

5 

17 

2 

24 

Stanford-Warren’s  Chapel, 

E.  W  Bruner  . 

8 

13 

21 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Total  1109 

Cabot,  John  S.  Workman  . 

3 

37 

3 

43** 

Jacksonville,  G.  A.  McKelvey  . 

48 

25 

73** 

Judsonia,  J.  A.  Newell  . 

4 

17 

1 

22 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— 

Total 

1320** 

Alexandria — 

Horseshoe  Drive,  Roy  Lee  Garrett 

14 

28 

3 

45*2 

Bunkie,  J.  J.  Caraway 

18 

34 

1 

53** 

Marksville-Simmesport,  Carl  Lipe 

4 

20 

24** 

Marthaville,  Huey  P.  McFarland 

4 

4 

8 

Melder-Hineston,  Otis  Sharpe 

a 

ii 

Natchitoches — 


Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren.  Due  Total 

First  Church,  George  F.  Pearce  .  15  33  48 

Faith  Church,  OdeU  Simmons  .  6  4  ....  10 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1356 

Baker,  John  H.  Sewell  .  6  13  1  20 

Baton  Rouge — 

Broadmoor,  J.  P.  Woodland  .  8  10  4  22 

North,  James  L.  Stovall  .  33  37  8  78 

Wm.  B.  Reily  Memorial, 

Wm.  E.  Trice  .  12  30  16  58 

Pine  Grove,  E.  E.  Sylvest  .  7  27  1  35** 

St.  Helena,  Robert  Townsend  .  10  ....  10 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Total  1174** 

Franklin,  Albert  S.  Hurley  .  26  56  1  83** 

New  Iberia,  Jack  Cooke  .  49  57  11  117** 

Opelousas,  R.  E.  Walton  .  6  41  2  49** 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1072 

Lake  Charles — 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg  .  21  88  ....  109 

Northside-Moss  Bluff, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr .  10  9  ....  19** 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  .  15  28  1  44 

Sweet  Lake,  Garland  C.  Dean  .  9  ....  9* 


MONROE  DISTRICT— Total  1778** 

Columbia,  D.  T.  Williams  .  6  64  4  74** 

Epjjfi- Floyd.  R.  C.  Wilbanks  .  1  25  26** 

Little  Creek-Union,  E.  W.  Corley  ....  6  28  3  37*2 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Total  1287 

New  Orleans — 

Munholland  Memorial, 

Edward  Harris  .  9  16  3  28 

Redeemer,  H.  G.  Ensenat  .  2  5  ....  7 

St.  Claude  Heights,  Robert  Galatas  6  8  14** 


RUSTON  DISTRICT— Total  2192** 

Dubach,  Jerry  A.  Means  .  6  38  2  46*3 

Heflin-Brushwood,  John  G.  Gieck  ....  2  43  45** 

Minden — 

First  Church,  Merlin  W.  Merrill..  44  79  2  125** 

Ruston — 

Grace  Church,  Henry  C.  Blount  ....  18  54  ....  72** 

Salem-Hilly,  Warren  Taylor  .  15  18  3  36** 

Wilhite,  R.  H.  Hearne  .  2  6  1  9** 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1830 

Bossier  City- 

First  Church,  A.  M.  Brown  .  12  25  6  43 

Ida-Hosston,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  2  30  32** 

Longstreet,  Porter  Caraway  28  3  2  33*4 

Mansfield,  Douglas  McGuire  .  14  59  1  74** 

Shreveport — 

Cedar  Grove,  Roy  E.  Mouser  .  20  186  206*2 

First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr .  75  59  48  182 

Mangum  Memorial, 

Ira  W.  Flowers  38  84  2  124 

North  Highland,  Beverly  E.  Bond  3  18  2  23 

Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie  .  5  28  3  36 

Vivian,  James  C.  Whitaker  .  28  35  ....  63* 
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The  Church  and  the  Fihpino  Village 

By  Carlos  Manacop 

Philippines  Rural  Reconstruction  Movement 


skills  related  to  rural  work.  With 
young  men  and  women  trained  in 
rural  leadership  and  service,  the 
churches  may  be  able  to  undertake 
a  program  that  will  help  all  rural 
people  to  become  literate  and  to 
acquire  vocational  training  that  will 
be  of  practical  usefulness  in  their 
daily  lives. 


The  Methodist  nurse  teaches  health,  sanitation,  and  prenatal  care  from 
a  trailer  clinic,  P.  I. 


The  Philippine  church  cannot  ig¬ 
nore  the  spectacle  of  poverty,  illit¬ 
eracy,  social  injustice,  and  mis- 
government  that  is  rampant  in  rural 
areas.  We  cannot  afford  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  conferences,  retreats,  or 
Sunday  worship  services  complete 
with  anthems,  eloquent  sermons, 
and  prayers.  We  need  a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  village. 

In  the  past  an  undue  proportion 
of  the  services  and  the  ministry  of 
the  church  was  confined  to  the  spir¬ 
itual  side  of  man — as  if  life  were 
composed  only  of  the  spirit.  But  a 
total  church  program  should  min¬ 
ister  to  the  whole  of  man.  As  Jesus 
said,  “I  came  that  they  might  have 
life,  and  might  have  it  more  abun¬ 
dantly.”  (John  10:10.)  We  need  to 
consider  that  all  phases  of  human 
endeavor  are  basic  concerns  within 
Christ’s  objective  of  an  abundant 
life. 

Village  activities  and  services  that 
minister  to  all  phases  of  human  life 
are  embodied  in  the  plan  we  know 
as  rural  reconstruction.  This  pro¬ 
gram  seeks  to  promote  economic, 
social,  and  cultural  progress  that 
is  integrated  with  the  spiritual  well¬ 
being  of  the  people.  It  is  a  church 
program.  It  is  a  program  that  the 
Philippine  churches  should  consider 
in  order  that  our  rural  people  may 
be  liberated  from  the  long  bondage 
of  poverty  that  has  oppressed  their 
lives.  Such  a  program  will  enable 
rural  people  to  contribute  more  ful¬ 
ly  to  the  church  and  will  help  them 
utilize  more  productively  their  God- 
given  resources  and  skills. 

Since  farmers  form  the  largest 
part  of  the  membership  of  the  rural 
church,  they  should  be  provided 


A  rural  Methodist  church,  built 
with  ADVANCE  funds,  P.  I. 


People  60  io  80 

If  You  Will  Simply  Send 
Us  Your  Name  And 
Address  . .  . 

.  .  .  we  will  explain  how  you  can 
still  apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance 
policy  to  help  take  care  of  final  ex¬ 
penses  without  burdening  your 
family. 

You  can  handle  the  entire  tran¬ 
saction  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  obliga¬ 
tion  of  any  kind.  No  one  will  call  on 
you. 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept.  L207C,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri. 


with  guidance  to  improve  their 
agricultural  practices.  It  is  not  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  pastor  must  be  an 
agronomist  in  order  to  lead  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  rural  betterment,  but  he 
should  have  some  sort  of  rural  train¬ 
ing.  It  is  also  essential  that  he  cul¬ 
tivate  contacts  with  competent  rural 
specialists  so  as  to  help  make  their 
services  available  to  the  people  of 
his  community.  The  pastor  must  be 
God’s  direct  agent  in  helping  the 
farmer  to  control  the  pests  and 
diseases  affecting  his  plants  and 
animals. 

In  the  city  of  Manila  and  possibly 
in  other  cities  of  our  country,  the 
various  church  denominations  main¬ 
tain  hospitals  or  clinics.  But  there 
are  few  services  available  for  meet¬ 
ing  the  health  needs  of  our  rural 
church  people.  While  actual  medical 
care  may  not  be  possible,  churches 
can  promote  a  preventive  health 
plan — including  sanitation  and  nu¬ 
trition — as  part  of  a  rural  recon¬ 
struction  program. 

One  of  the  weak  points  of  the 
Protestant  churches  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  is  in  the  field  of  education. 
Our  educational  institutions  need  to 
redirect  their  attention  to  the  vil¬ 


lages.  They  need  to  provide  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  young  people  to  develop 
a  rural  consciousness  as  well  as 


A  program  of  rural  reconstruction 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  ministry 
of  the  Christian  church  is  akin  to 
the  teaching  set  forth  in  Matthew 
25:24-40.  In  the  last  analysis  we  will 
not  be  required  on  the  day  of  reck¬ 
oning  to  report  on  the  number  of 
new  converts  we  have  made,  the 
number  of  congregations  we  have 
established,  or  the  extent  of  our 
mission  field.  Rather  we  shall  be 
made  to  account  for  the  things  we 
did  to  relieve  human  misery. 

Through  a  program  of  rural  re¬ 
construction  the  church  will  be  able 
to  do  many  things,  not  in  the  form 
of  relief  or  emergency  measures, 
but  as  a  deliberate  and  continuing 
effort.  Such  a  program  will  develop 
and  release  the  great  human  poten¬ 
tialities  among  rural  people  for  the 
permanent  improvement  of  their 
common  life.  Moreover  it  will 
strengthen  the  life  of  the  national 
church,  not  only  because  rural 
churches  form  an  important  part  of 
the  whole,  but  because  most  of  the 
members  of  town  and  city  churches 
came  originally  from  rural  districts 
and  many  still  have  ties  there. 


P.  I. 


A  display  of  agricultural  advances,  under  Protestant  auspices,  Manila, 


Little  Rock’s  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 
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Sterling’s  Goods 
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MISS  GUST  A  A.  ROBIN  ETT 


Methodists  Name 
First  Woman 
Dist.  Superintendent 

The  Methodist  Church  now  has 
its  first  woman  district  superintend¬ 
ent — Miss  Gusta  A.  Robinett,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Sumatra,  Indonesia.  Miss 
Robinett,  whose  American  home  is 
Columbia  City,  Ind.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  superintendent  of  the  Med¬ 
an  Chinese  District  on  the  Island  of 
Sumatra. 

It  was  in  May,  1956,  that  for  the 
first  time  in  its  history,  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  granted  full  clergy 
rights  to  women.  By  action  of  the 
General  Conference  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Minn.,  women  could  be  admitted 
into  full  ministerial  membership  in 
Methodist  annual  conferences. 

Now,  not  quite  three  years  later, 
Miss  Robinett  has  become  the  first 
woman  to  be  named  to  the  “line" 
administrative  office  of  district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  thus  sit  in  a  bish¬ 
op’s  cabinet  and  have  direction  of 
the  work  of  ministers  in  a  district. 
It  is  the  second  time  since  1956  that 
a  Methodist  missionary  ov.erseas 
has  achieved  a  “first”  in  women’s 
clergy  rights.  Within  a  month  af¬ 
ter  the  General  Conference  acted, 
Mrs.  Maud  K.  Jenson,  missionary 
to  Korea,  became  the  first  woman 
to  be  admitted  into  full  member¬ 
ship  in  an  annual  conference  (Cen¬ 
tral  Pennsylvania  Conference). 

Miss  Robinett,  a  seminary  grad¬ 
uate  and  a  missionary  for  28  years, 
was  appointed  to  the  superintend- 


announce  g 


direct  from  factory  to  you 
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ency  of  the  Chinese  Medan  district 
by  Bishop  Hobart  B.  Amstutz,  of 
the  Singapore  episcopal  area,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Sumatra 
Methodist  Conference.  Miss  Robin- 
ett’s  district  comprises  at  least  ten 
Chinese-speaking  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  in  Medan,  a  city  of  400,000, 
and  other  towns  and  villages  scat¬ 
tered  along  the  northeastern  coast 
of  Sumatra. 

The  appointment  came  only  a 
short  time  after  Miss  Robinett  had 
been  admitted  to  full  membership 
in  the  Sumatra  conference,  together 
with  Miss  Tan  Sim  Hong,  a  Chinese 
woman  minister.  Miss  Robinett  was 
also  appointed  to  direct  women’s 
work  in  the  conference,  which  will 
take  her  into  every  Methodist 
church  in  Sumatra. 

Miss  Robinett  succeeded  a  Chi¬ 
nese  minister,  the  Rev.  Yap  Un  Han, 
as  district  superintendent.  Mr.  Yap 
gave  up  the  superintendency  be¬ 
cause  of  heavy  pressure  of  other 
duties,  including  the  principalship 
of  a  high  school  and  a  Bible  school 
and  the  pastorate  of  a  church. 

Miss  Robinett  will  serve  in  Bish¬ 
op  Amstutz’s  cabinet  which  includes 
both  missionary  and  national  (nat¬ 
ive)  district  superintendents.  In  a 
message  to  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  Bishop  Amstutz  wrote: 

“It  was  a  great  moment  in  the 
annual  conference  when  I  read  the 
appointment  of  Miss  Robinett  and 
asked  J.  Wesley  Day  (a  missionary 
district  superintendent)  to  present 
her  to  the  conference,  and  she  read 
the  appointments  for  her  district.” 

Miss  Robinett  is  well-equipped 
linguistically  to  carry  out  her  new 
duties.  She  speaks  five  languages 
— two  Chinese  dialects,  Indonesian, 
Batak  (a  native  Sumatran  language) 
and  English.  She  is  a  missionary 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service. 

Born  in  Whitley  County,  Ind., 
Miss  Robinett  attended  Asbury  Col¬ 
lege,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1929  with  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree.  She  took  theological 
training  at  Garrett  Biblical  Insti¬ 
tute,  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1946  with  a  bachelor  of  di¬ 
vinity  degree. 

After  several  years  of  public 
school  teaching,  Miss  Robinett 
sailed  for  China  in  1930  to  begin 
missionary  service.  For  four  years, 
she  taught  English  and  religious 
education  at  a  woman’s  Bible  train¬ 
ing  school  and  high  school  in  Chien- 
Ching.  For  six  years,  she  did  rural 
evangelistic  work  in  the  vicinity  of 
Yenping. 

Having  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  1943,  Miss  Robinett  spent 
four  years  in  speaking  and  study. 
She  returned  to  China  in  1947  and 
carried  on  rural  evangelistic  work 
in  Fukien  province  until  1950,  when 
she  left  the  country  because  of  the 
Communist  conquest. 

After  three  years  of  lecturing  in 
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CHURCHMEN  HEAR  CALL 
FOR  ‘DEPTH  EVANGELISM’ 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
tending  an  evangelism  conference. 

He  defined  depth  evangelism  as 
an  evangelism  that  means  more  than 
the  convert’s  ability  to  “spout  a 
theological  formula  and  be  counted 
as  a  statistic.”  Such  a  program  of 
evangelism  must  be  based  on  the 


“conception  of  the  purpose  of  God, 
the  meaning  of  man  and  the  whole 
mission  of  the  Church,”  he  added. 

For  many  converts,  involvement 
in  the  Church  does  not  seem  to  be 
participation  as  a  new  being  in  a 
new  creation,  but  only  an  added 
series  of  activities  in  an  already 
busy  life,”  Dr.  Haas  said. 


the  United  States,  Miss  Robinett 
was  assigned  to  Sumatra,  where  for 
five  years  she  has  taught  in  Bible 
training  schools  and  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Indonesian,  Chinese  and  Eng¬ 
lish-speaking  Methodist  churches. 
She  spent  1958  in  the  United  States 
on  furlough. 
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The  billion-dollar  spenders 
are  after  you  again! 


Lying  in  wait  for  you  and  other  taxpayers  is  an 
unnecessary  expense  of  ten  billion  dollars. 

It’s  being  set  up  by  the  most  expert  big 
spenders  of  your  money— the  lobbyists  and  pres¬ 
sure  groups  who  promote  federal  “public  power.” 

This  ten  billion  dollars  is  in  addition  to  five 
and  a  half  billion  already  spent  for  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  “public  power”— all  collected  from  you 
and  other  taxpayers. 

And  it’s  all  so  unnecessary!  Because  Amer¬ 
ica’s  many  independent  electric  light  and  power 
companies  are  ready  and  able  to  supply  the  na¬ 
tion’s  electricity  needs — without  your  tax  money. 

What  can  you  do  about  it?  Plenty!  Spread 
the  word  among  your  friends  and  neighbors.  As 
soon  as  enough  people  know  they  are  paying 
needlessly  for  federal  government  “public 
power,”  they  will  stop  it. 
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On  A  Wide 

Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 

Is  Rome  Ready  for 
Our  “Return”? 

By  coincidence,  on  the  day  that 
newspapers  reported  Pope  John 
XXIII’s  plan  to  hold  an  “ecumenical 
council”  with  the  hope  of  “re¬ 
establishing  one  church,”  there  came 
into  my  hands  a  cleverly-written 
pamphlet,  “T  h  e  Methodists,”  by 
Fathers  Rumble  and  Carty,  M.S.C. 
This  is  designed  to  show  Methodists 
the  errors  of  their  present  faith 
(while  praising  John  Wesley),  and 
to  lead  them  “to  return  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  of  the  centuries.”  It  is 
one  of  a  series  of  pamphlets  on  the 
various  Protestant  denominations — 
a  series  designed  to  “convert.” 

The  writers  are  generous  in  their 
praise  of  John  Wesley,  his  character, 
his  early  objectives,  his  achieve¬ 
ments  for  the  poor  and  disinherited. 
But  they  are  quick  to  point  out  the 
“errors”  of  some  of  his  teachings, 
his  own  change  of  views  and  be¬ 
liefs  as  the  years  went  by,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  cleavages  from  what  Wes¬ 
ley  taught  and  the  wide  variety  of 
beliefs  held  by  those  who  have  “se¬ 
ceded”  from  his  movement  and 
formed  independent  churches.  Wes¬ 
ley’s  teachings  concerning  sin,  sal¬ 
vation,  Bible  interpretation,  present 
assurance,  the  church,  communion, 
baptism,  and  the  ministry,  the  writ¬ 
ers  assert,  changed  with  the  years 
and  with  the  situations  in  which  he 
found  his  followers  and  societies. 
Wesley’s  misfortune,  it  is  noted, 
was  that  in  his  Protestant  environ¬ 
ment,  he  did  not  know  the  Catholic 
Church. 

“Both  in  theory  and  practice,  all 
along  the  line,  modern  Methodism 
has  moved  farther  and  farther  away 
from  the  religion  of  John  Wesley,” 
affirm  the  writers.  “If  his  ways  and 
teachings  were  of  God,  the  later  de¬ 


velopments  cannot  be;  if  later  de¬ 
velopments  are  of  God,  then  Wesley 
himself  fell  into  error.  Or  must  we 
suspect  both  earlier  and  later  phases 
of  Methodism  to  have  been  equally 
the  result  of  sincere  but  mistaken 
zeal?”  These  “later  developments” 
are:  “liberal”  theological  views  con¬ 
trary  to  N.T.  teachings,  a  wide  va¬ 
riety  of  religious  expression  (indi¬ 
vidualism,  subjectiveness,  emotion¬ 
alism),  fellowship  instead  of  con¬ 
version,  and  an  “anti-liturgical” 
church  service.  “And  that  multi¬ 
tudes  of  Methodists  should  fail  to 
see  this  (change)  is  the  enigma 
which  every  thinking  man  must 
find  baffling  in  the  extreme,”  they 
conclude.  Religion  and  its  practice, 
they  seem  to  suggest,  was  “once 
given”  and  is  unchangeable. 

“If  ever  a  man  devoted  himself 
heart  and  soul  to  the  preaching  of 
the  necessity  of  personal  religion, 
and  of  aiming  always  at  entire 
sanctification,  it  was  John  Wesley. 
Yet,  had  he  been  a  Catholic,  never 
would  he  have  dreamed  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  Catholic  Church.  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  did,  as  a  Catholic, 
what  Wesley  tried  to  do  as  an  An¬ 
glican.  But  the  Anglican  Church  did 
not  understand  John  Wesley,  whilst 
the  Catholic  Church  did  understand 
St.  Francis,  and  would  have  under¬ 
stood  Wesley.  The  parallel  between 
the  two  men  is  most  remarkable  .  .  . 
Yet  St.  Francis,  doing  all  that  John 
Wesley  wanted  to  do,  had  no  need 
to  leave  the  Catholic  Church  in  ord¬ 
er  to  do  so  .  .  .  Had  Wesley  known 
the  advantages  of  the  Catholic  faith 
...  he  would  have  felt  quite  at 
home  within  the  Catholic  fold.” 

This  is  typical  of  Roman  opinion 
of  all  non-Catholic  groups:  errors 
and  schisms.  One  wonders  how  a 
church  like  Methodism — founded  on 
“the  error  of  John  Wesley”  (wheth¬ 
er  the  error  was  early  or  late);  or 
the  Anglican  Church — “which  had 
its  origin  in  the  will  of  Henry  VIII”; 
or  any  church  which  had  rebelled 
“against  the  great  Mother-Church 
of  Rome,”  can  now  expect  to  gain 
much  unity  by  ecumenical  conver¬ 
sations  with  “the  Catholic  Church 


I 

Saw 

Two  Quarrelling 
Brothers 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


but  they  were  strangely  quiet  about 
it.  Neither  one  would  speak  to  the 
other  for  any  reason  or  under  any 
circumstances,  though  they  lived  on 
the  same  premises.  You  probably 
will  not  believe  it  but  here  is  the 
true  story.  Jeff,  the  older,  lived  in 
shack  in  the  back  yard.  Sam  lived 
in  one  end  of  the  farm  house  and 
Ida,  the  old  maid  sister,  lived  in 
the  other  end.  She  cooked  and 
served  meals  for  the  three  of  them 
and  also  acted  as  the  sole  communi¬ 
cation  system  between  Jeff  and 


of  the  ages,  united  under  the  Bishop 
of  Rome,  successor  to  St.  Peter.”  Is 
the  Christian  faith  “static,”  deliv¬ 
ered  to  one  group  unchangeable  for 
all  time;  or  has  Protestantism  some 
contribution  to  make  to  all  religion 
for  its  500  years  of  thought,  and 
conflict  and  evolution? 

Sam.  At  table  Jeff  would  say:  “Ida, 
tell  Sam  to  pass  the  biscuits”,  and 
the  other  way  around.  Once  I  went 
quail  hunting  on  their  farm  and 
they  went  along.  At  one  point  I 
said:  “Sam,  what  do  you  think  about 
having  the  dog  to  work  out  the  big 
thicket  yonder”?  He  said:  “I  don’t 
think  it  worth  while,  but  you  might 
ask  Jeff  about  it”,  and  Jeff  was 
standing  three  feet  of  him  at  the 
time.  Once  they  bought  some  small 
logs  from  a  timber  man.  How  do 
you  suppose  they  loaded  them  on 
their  farm  wagon?  One  end  at  a 
time  with  one  working  at  a  time. 
The  other  stood  aside  and  never  a 
word  passed  between  them  and  not 


an  ounce  of  help  went  from  one  to 
the  other.  That  is  how  their  quarrel 
operated — non-violent  but  real. 

The  adage:  “Silence  is  golden”, 
wasn’t  true  in  this  case.  For  the 
farm  was  rapidly  going  to  pot  and 
the  three  of  them  were  “drying  up”. 
The  so-called  gold  was  only  gilt 
paint  at  best.  If  “evil  communica¬ 
tions  corrupt  good  manners”,  it  is 
also  true  that  no  communication 
corrupts  the  source  of  all  manners. 
I  went  away  that  afternoon  con¬ 
vinced  that  even  a  non-violent  quar¬ 
rel  can  be  destructive.  It  may  even 
be  the  worst  kind,  for  people  just 
sulk,  and  sour  and  shrivel.  Better 
explode  and  get  it  over  with.  Like 
Esau  exploded  and  ran  cheating 
Jacob  out  of  the  country.  And  after 
a  long  spell  of  cheating  and  suffer¬ 
ing  Jacob  had  the  biggest  internal 
explosion  a  man  ever  had.  Then  he 
and  his  brother  had  a  big  reunion. 

A  recent  novel,  named  “Strike 
Heaven  in  the  Face”  says  this  kind 
of  quarrel  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
juvenile  delinquent  problem.  Teen¬ 
ager  and  adults  are  not  on  speaking 
terms.  And  that  means  teachers, 
parents,  ministers  and  courts  of  law. 
They  have  lost  meaningful  contact, 
have  no  communications  except 
through  some  third  party.  But  in 
this  case  only  the  adults  sulk,  sour 
and  shrivel.  The  juveniles  explode 
in  their  own  direction  which  is  often 
the  wrong  direction.  A  family  can’t 

Neither  can  the  family  of  nations. 
But  that  is  what  we  are  trying  to 
do.  Like  Jeff  and  Sam  we  are  “load¬ 
ing  logs”  ope  end  at  a  time  and  the 
U.N.  is  playing  the  role  of  Ida.  She 
has  about  lost  her  voice.  At  least 
she  is  hoarse. 

St.  Paul  has  a  better  way  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  our  quarrelsome  disposi¬ 
tions.  Don’t  sulk  or  explode  either. 
Turn  off  your  own  steam  and  give 
the  other  fellow  a  chance  to  do  the 
same,  “forbearing  one  another  and 
forgiving  one  another.”  That  makes 
a  clear  channel  station  and  good 
communications  with  good  results. 


Are  Missionaries  Needed  In  India? 

By  Lucile  Colony 


In  India,  the  question  often  raised  by  mission¬ 
aries  is  whether  the  time  has  come  for  them  to 
withdraw.  American  Christians  who  support 
missionaries  in  India  with  their  prayers  and  gifts 
also  ask  this  question,  somewhat  anxiously,  from 
time  tc  time.  When  this  question  is  asked  of  re¬ 
sponsible  Indian  leaders,  the  reply  is  that  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  needed  now  and  they  will  always 
be  welcome  in  the  Indian  church.  Christians  in 
the  villages  are  disappointed  at  the  withdrawal 
of  a  missionary  on  whom  they  have  counted  for 
friendly  helpfulness. 

It  seems  completely  clear  that  there  is  a  place 
for  missionaries  in  the  Indian  church,  but  that 
place  will  be  different  from  what  it  was  in  earli¬ 
er  days  when  there  were  few  who  could  assume 
leadership. 

There  has  been  an  ecumenical  spirit  in  Chris¬ 
tina  work  from  the  beginning  in  India.  Workers 
from  many  lands  and  denominations  have  served 
together  without  much  emphasis  on  their  differ¬ 
ences.  The  Indian  church  wants  this  witness  to 
the  unity  and  universal  reality  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  to  continue.  At  the  same  time  the  church 
must  be  Indian,  under  its  own  leadership,  ex¬ 
pressing  itself  in  a  natural,  Indian  way. 

Outside  resources  at  this  time  are  necessary. 
There  should  be  no  embarrassment  in  accepting 
them.  Much  outside  help  is  needed  and  enlisted 
by  the  nation  for  its  development.  In  a  world 
fellowship,  existing  only  within  the  church,  it 
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seems  only  right  that  one  part  of  that  fellow¬ 
ship  should  share  with  another. 

There  is  a  place  today  in  India  for  the  short¬ 
term  missionary  specialist,  invited  by  the  Indian 
church  for  a  specific  task  and  a  definite  period 
of  time.  A  doctor  from  Holland  spent  three  years 
at  the  Ellen  Cowen  Memorial  Hospital,  Kolar, 
introducing  maternity  methods  used  so  effec¬ 
tively  in  her  country  and  easily  adapted  to  India. 


Editor's  Note:  Miss  Colony,  a  former 
Methodist  missionary  to  India,  now  is  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  for  Southern  Asia  of  the 
Woman's  Division  of  Christian  Service  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 


An  older,  experienced  American  dentist  has 
spent  two  years  in  the  dental  clinic  at  the  Clara 
Swain  Hospital,  Bareilly.  He  has  carried  the 
work  of  the  clinic  at  a  time  when  a  commissioned 
missionary  dentist  was  not  available.  His  wife 
has  opened  a  department  of  occupational  thera¬ 
py. 

These  highly  qualified  persons  have  made  a 
contribution  far  beyond  an  appreciation  that 
can  be  given  in  a  few  sentences.  Vellore  Chris¬ 
tian  Medical  College  appealed  to  its  supporting 
mission  bodies  for  a  heart  specialist  to  be  sent 


for  a  period  of  three  months  to  introduce  his 
method  of  operation  to  students  there.  Boards 
were  asked  also  to  make  available  the  instru¬ 
ments  required  for  such  operations.  To  such  re¬ 
quests  there  is  always  a  ready  response. 

These  exceptional  missionaries  are  few  in 
number;  they  are  not  commissioned  by  the 
church.  It  is  the  commissioned  missionary,  going 
out  young,  learning  the  language,  and  making 
himself  at  home  in  the  culture  of  a  new  land, 
who  is  most  needed. 

Christianity  is  an  expression  of  the  creative 
power  and  goodness  of  God  working  through 
His  believers.  Wherever  committed  Christians 
serve,  a  new  way  of  life  becomes  evident.  We 
see  examples  of  this  all  over  India.  A  center, 
such  as  Nur  Manzil  Psychiatric  Center  in  Luck¬ 
now  for  those  with  mental  problems,  wayside 
clinics,  public  health  work,  rural  hospitals  and 
dispensaries,  professional  training — these  are  a 
few  examples  of  this  expression  of  Christ’s  love 
working  through  His  followers. 

Modern  missionaries  will  find  other  ways  of 
pioneering.  On  the  list  of  missionaries  asked  for 
by  the  conferences  in  India  are  the  following- 
young  women  with  preparation  for  rural  work, 
including  the  ability  to  supervise  elementary 
schools;  nurses  with  college  degrees  and  admin¬ 
istrative  experience;  doctors  and  surgeons  of 
many  specialties;  laboratory  technicians;  an  oc¬ 
cupational  therapist;  English  professor;  a  colleg? 
librarian;  a  bio-chemist  interested  in  nutrition 
and  research;  a  psychiatrist;  home  economics 
teachers,  and  others. 

Those  who  are  called  by  Christ  to  serve  Him 
in  India  should  not  hesitate  to  go. 
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Anti-Gambling  Code  Presented  To  Governor 


Reading  to  the  left  from  Governor  Long,  seated  at  the  desk  are:  Col. 
John  Nick  Brown,  State  Sup't.  of  Police;  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  Minister  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge ,  who  was  host  to  the  group  of 
churchmen;  Rev.  01  lie  Golson,  Minister  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Mel¬ 
ville,  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles,  Minister  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Slidell. 


Worldwide  Missionary  Force  Increasing 
38,500  Now;  Exactly  Twice  1936  Total 


Centenary  To 
Launch  Financial 
Drive  In  Spring 

A  financial  campaign  will  be 
launched  this  Spring  to  raise  $1,- 
700,000  for  the  Centenary  College 
Development  Fund,  according  to  a 
joint  statement  issued  by  Paul  M. 
Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
President  of  the  school. 

Funds  raised  in  the  campaign  will 
be  used  to  enlarge  the  educational 
facilities  and  services  of  the  college, 
as  proposed  in  Centenary’s  long- 
range  development  program.  Imme¬ 
diate  needs  include  a  library,  School 
of  Music  building,  additional  dormi¬ 
tory  space,  a  religious  activities 
building  and  the  retirement  of  debt 
incurred  to  complete  recent  con¬ 
struction  and  to  purchase  equip¬ 
ment  for  these  new  facilities. 

“Providing  adequate  educational 
facilities  so  that  the  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  High  School  gradu¬ 
ates  may  receive  a  useful  college 
education  has  become  one  of  the 
great  challenges  facing  our  nation 
today,”  stated  Trustee  Board  Chair¬ 
man  Brown.  “This  same  challenge 
now  confronts  Centenary  and 
Shreveport,  which  have  been  ‘part¬ 
ners  in  progress’  for  over  50  years. 
We  are  confident  that  the  firms  and 
families  in  this  area  will  continue 
to  give  the  college  their  wholeheart¬ 
ed  and  unified  support,  as  they  have 
in  the  past,  in  order  to  maintain 
Centenary  as  one  of  the  nation’s 
‘superior’  liberal  arts  colleges.” 

The  1959  Development  Fund  cam¬ 
paign  represents  the  initial  phase 
in  Centenary’s  new  “10-Year  Mas¬ 
ter  Development  Plan”  covering  the 
decade  1959-69.  This  long-range 
program  will  be  presented  to  a 
special  citizens’  committee  for  re¬ 
view  and  approval  within  the  next 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

Moss  Bluff  Church 
Breaks  Previous 
Attendance  Records 

Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  broke  all  previous  at¬ 
tendance  records  on  Loyalty  Sun¬ 
day,  February  15.  The  Moss  Bluff 
Church  is  the  current  Louisiana 
Conference  1000  Club  project. 

Attendance  at  the  different  ser¬ 
vices  was  Church  School,  63;  Morn¬ 
ing  Worship,  81;  and  Evening  Wor¬ 
ship,  48. 

On  this  same  day  six  people  joined 
ihe  church;  three  by  vows  and 
three  by  certificate. 

In  a  letter  to  the  members,  Rev. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor  said, 
“Church  Attendance  is  the  key  to 
spiritual  growth  —  nothing  much 
happens  to  persons  until  they  are 
exposed  to  the  Gospel,  to  Christian 
fellowship,  and  to  the  divine  pres¬ 
ence  of  God.” 


According  to  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Division  of  Foreign 
Missions  the  number  of  American 
missionaries' now  serving  abroad  has 
increased  by  50%  over  the  1936 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Feb.  26  -  Mar.  7  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Feb.  26  . 1  Corinthians  12:14-31 

Feb.  27  . 1  Corinthians  13:  1-13 

Feb.  28  . 1  Corinthians  14:  1-12 

Mar.  1  . 1  Corinthians  14:13-26 

Mar.  2  . 1  Corinthians  14:26-40 

Mar.  3  . 1  Corinthians  15:  1-11 

Mar.  4  . 1  Corinthians  15:12-28 

Mar.  5  I  Corinthians  15:29-41 

Mar.  6  . 1  Corinthians  15:42-58 

Mar.  7  . 1  Corinthians  16:  1-12 


total.  As  1959  rolled  onto  the  calen¬ 
dar,  there  were  over  38,500  Protes¬ 
tant  missionaries  serving  around 
the  globe.  The  survey  shows  that 
the  greatest  number  is  in  southern, 
southeast  and  east  Asia,  including 
India,  Pakistan  and  Ceylon. 

According  to  the  report,  almost 
100  missionary  societies  are  active 
in  both  Japan  and  India,  while  in 
little  Hong  Kong,  almost  50  societies 
are  at  work.  Before  World  War  II 
there  were  only  two  active  mis¬ 
sionary  groups  in  Formosa,  yet  now 
there  are  over  50  agencies. 

The  survey  points  out  that  mis¬ 
sionary  work  is  changing  rapidly. 
The  current  trend  in  world  mission¬ 
ary  circles  is  toward  national 
churches  aided  by  helpers  and  ad¬ 
visers  from  the  United  States.  The 
result  of  this  movement  is  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  local  churches  that  are 
both  self-supporting  and  self-gov¬ 
erning.  The  rise  of  nationalism  and 
of  racial  pride  now  going  on  in  the 
world  has  greatly  influenced  the 
growth  of  national  churches. 


Six-Point  Program 
Wanted  by  Ministers 

A  group  of  Protestant  churchmen 
from  over  the  State  assembled  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  recently,  where,  with  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  as  host,  they  met 
for  fellowship  and  prayer  before 
going  to  the  Capitol  to  present  Gov¬ 
ernor  Earl  K.  Long  with  a  six-point 
Anti-Gambling  Code  drawn  by  the 
group.  Representing  Methodist 
Churches  over  the  State  were:  Dr. 
Dawson;  District  Sup’t.  Jolly  B. 
Harper  of  Shreveport;  District 
Sup’t.  James  T.  Harris  of  Monroe; 
District  Sup’t.  Henry  A.  Rickey  of 
New  Orleans;  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton  of 
Opelousas;  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles  of  Sli¬ 
dell;  Rev.  Ollie  Golson  of  Melville, 
and  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor  of  First 
Methodist,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  W.  D.  Langtry,  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches,  leader  of 
the  group,  presented  Governor  Long 
and  Col.  John  Nick  Brown,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  State  Police,  with  the 
following  six-point  petition: 

1.  State  police  to  enforce  all  laws 
without  choosing  to  enforce 
some  and  ignore  others. 

2.  State  police  to  act  when  local 
authorities  failed  to  correct  law 
violation. 

3.  State  police,  when  local  author¬ 
ities  fail,  should  directly  inves¬ 
tigate  and  arrest  persons  for 
law  violations. 

4.  The  governor  to  call  upon  any 
parish  district  attorney  to  in¬ 
stitute  charges  against  any  sher¬ 
iff  or  local  law  official  failing 
to  suppress  law  violations  draw¬ 
ing  public  complaints. 

5.  The  governor  to  ask  the  attor¬ 
ney  general  to  act  if  a  district 
attorney  fails  to  follow  through. 

6.  State  police  shall  confiscate 
gambling  evidence,  particularly 
slot  machines. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Grey,  past  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
New  Orleans  told  of  the  proposed 
recommendation  of  the  group  for 
March  8  as  a  day  of  prayer  to  en¬ 
courage  better  law  enforcement. 

The  conference  between  the  gov¬ 
ernor  and  the  churchmen  from  over 
the  State  was  closed  to  the  press, 
but  in  statements  made  to  reporters 
from  New  Orleans  and  the  State 
Times  of  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  Jolly 
E.  Harper  said  the  group  had  simply 
left  the  proposal  for  Long’s  consid¬ 
eration  for  the  present.  He  added 
that  Long  told  them  that  the  great¬ 
est  problem  is  to  close  down  gam¬ 
bling  in  areas  where  the  people  and 
local  officials  are  indifferent.  Rev. 
Earl  Wilson  of  New  Orleans  told 
*the  press  that  the  Governor  had 
commented  on  the  fact  that  New 
Orleans  newspapers  exposed  sup¬ 
posed  gambling  rings  and  then  car- 
( Continued  on  page  5) 


TWO  OUTSTANDING  METHODIST  LAYMEN  were  named  to  the 
Methodist  Hall  of  Fame  in  Philanthropy  at  the  recent  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Methodist  Hospitals  and  Homes  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Engrossed  citations  were  presented  by  Bishop  William  T.  Watkins  (second 
from  right)  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  president  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Olin  E.  Oeschger  (left)  of  Chicago,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  is  shown  with  the  bishop  and  the  two  recipients  of 
the  award.  Those  honored  were:  Frank  E.  Baker  (second  from  left),  Bryn 
Mawr,  Pa.,  who  was  cited  for  his  30  years  service  on  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  hospital  in  Philadelphia  and  his  extensive  gifts  to 
that  institution,  and  W.  Glover  Giles  (right)  of  Louisville,  Ky.  Giles  was 
honored  for  his  leadership  in  establishing  the  new  seven-million-dollar  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelical  hospital  in  Louisville  and  his  large  contributions  to  it. 

A  Small  Kansas  Town  Helps  To  Promote 
World  Friendship  And  Understanding 


Albert  Schweitzer, 
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Los  Angeles  (MI) — Bishop  Gerald 
H.  Kennedy,  leader  of  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  Area  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
has  described  Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer 
as  “the  conscience  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury”  in  a  letter  from  Lambarene 
in  disease-cursed  West  Africa. 

The  bishop  Friday  (Feb.  6)  talked 
two  hours  with  the  Nobel  prize 
winner,  and  famed  Protestant  med¬ 
ical  missionary,  theologian,  surgeon, 
musician,  and  author. 

The  conference  came  during  a 
three-day  visit  to  Dr.  Schweitzer’s 
Lambarene  hospital  in  French 
Equatorial  Africa,  now  a  world 
symbol  of  Christian  concern. 

“We  talked  about  everything 
from  the  hydrogen  bomb  to  St. 
Paul’s  teaching  of  the  Second  Com¬ 
ing  of  Christ,”  said  Bishop  Ken¬ 
nedy. 

“But  even  more  important  than 
his  brilliance  of  mind,  is  Dr. 
Schweitzer’s  greatness  of  spirit.  We 
knew  we  were  in  the  presence  of 
greatness.  Think  of  this  man  in 
this  isolated  place  for  more  than  40 
years.  Think  of  the  miracle  of  his 
influence.  Everything  here  reflects 
his  teaching  of  ‘reverence  for  life.’ 
There  is  a  courtesy  and  kindness 
that  shines  in  every  face.” 

One  of  their  purposes  is  to  intro¬ 
duce  simple,  durable  farm  machin¬ 
ery  which  will  be  purchased  and 
shipped  to  Africa  by  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  Aids  Foundation,  a  non-profit 
corporation  organized  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here  to  help  under¬ 
privileged  countries. 

General  Funds 
Receipts  Show 
Slight  Increase 

Chicago  (MI) — At  the  two-thirds 
mark  in  the  fiscal  year,  total  re¬ 
ceipts  for  The  Methodist  Church’s 
general  funds  showed  a  3.46  per 
cent  increase  over  a  similar  period 
last  fiscal  year.  The  report  for  the 
eight-month  period  showed  a  total 
of '$12,275,798.58  as  compared  to  last 
year’s  $11,864,634.71.  However,  the 
largest  and  basic  fund — World  Serv¬ 
ice — was  lagging  2.75  per  cent  be¬ 
hind  receipts  at  this  point  last  year. 

Several  general  funds  revealed  a 
marked  increase,  according  to  the 
report  issued  Feb.  4  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomas  B.  Lugg,  Chicago,  treasurer 
of  the  Council  on  World  Service  and 
Finance.  General  Advance  Specials 
increased  18.20  per  cent  over  the 
1958  report,  and  the  Methodist  Tele¬ 
vision  Ministry  fund  increased  24%. 

Ten  Pilot  Projects  To 
Aid  Advance  Specials 

Chicago  (MI) — In  an  effort  to  de¬ 
velop  new  patterns  of  promoting 
Advance  Specials,  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Advance  Committee  will 
carry  out  during  1959  ten  district¬ 
wide  pilot  projects  in  various  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  country. 

This  decision  was  made  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  committee  in  Chicago 
Feb.  3.  Four  pilot  district  projects 
have  already  been  conducted.  Lead¬ 
ers  said  they  felt  the  10  additional 
projects  would  provide  more  work¬ 
able  techniques  for  district  cultiva¬ 
tion  programs  and  would  broaden 
the  base  of  participation  by  local 
churches  in  the  program  of  Advance 
Specials. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  What 
can  church  people  of  one  small 
town  do  to  help  promote  world 
friendship  and  understanding? 

The  town  of  Burns,  Kansas — pop¬ 
ulation  310 — was  cited  here  recent¬ 
ly  by  the  Institute  of  International 
Education  for  its  hospitality  to 
foreign  students,  a  program  initiat¬ 
ed  by  the  Methodist  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service. 

A  young  Methodist  couple,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Grimwood,  received 
the  citation  from  Vice  President 
Richard  M.  Nixon. 

The  people  ot  Burns  have  “creat¬ 
ed  a  home  away  from  home  for 
foreign  students  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,”  Mr.  Nixon  said. 

“Young  men  and  women  of  every 
race,  creed  and  color  have  been 
welcomed  into  the  homes  of  the 
Bums  farmer,  the  cabinet-maker, 
the  minister,  the  businessman  and 
the  teacher  .  .  .  they  have  proved 
that  international  exchange  is  not 
the  sole  privilege  of  metropolitan 
cities.” 

Mrs.  Grimwood  is  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service 
in  the  Burns  Methodist  Church 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  district  secretary  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life.  Mr.  Grimwood  is  also 
active  in  church  and  civic  affairs, 
serves  on  the  city  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Lions  Club. 

In  1954  Mrs.  Grimwood  suggested 
that  the  local  church  society  invite 
foreign  students  at  nearby  colleges 
~to  visit  in  the  homes  of  members. 

The  first  group  of  10  students 
from  the  University  of  Kansas,  140 
miles  away,  came  for  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  holidays. 

Not  only  did  they  return,  but 
they  brought  friends  from  other 
campuses  across  the  country.  They 


came  on  Christmas,  New  Year’s, 
Easter  and  during  the  summer — 
just  as  American  students  go  home 
for  the  holidays. 

Other  groups  in  Burns  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  visitors,  and  the 
WSCS  hospitality  program  soon  be¬ 
came  a  town  project.  In  less  than 
five  years  77  students  from  37  coun¬ 
tries —  Hindus,  Moslems,  Buddhists 
and  Christians — have  visited  many 
times  in  Burns’  homes. 

“Burns  is  on  the  way  to  and  from 
everywhere,”  one  visiting  student 
wrote. 

“Bums  is  the  smallest  U.  S.  com¬ 
munity  with  the  biggest  foreign  dip¬ 
lomatic  service  in  the  world,”  an¬ 
other  commented. 

An  Italian  student  wrote  the 
Grim  woods: 

“When  I  go  back  to  Italy  and 
speak  of  America,  I  will  always 
think  of  Burns.  I  can  never  forget 
the  wonderful  lesson  that  you  gave 
me — you  invited  in  your  home  the 
Catholic  priest  and  the  Methodist 
minister,  and  they  looked  very  well 
together.  This  one,  for  us  intoler¬ 
ant  European  and  Asiatic  people, 
was  the  best  lesson  of  tolerance.” 

They  drive  combines  and  tractors 
in  the  wheat  fields,  milk  cows,  help 
cook  meals  and  dress  the  children. 
Some  teach  Sunday  school  classes, 
and  all  have  shared  in  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  a  small  town  by  taking 
part  in  its  weddings,  baptisms  and 
funerals. 

Mrs.  Grimwood  received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  when  she  accepted  the 
citation  from  Vice  President  Nixon. 

“We  in  Burns  have  made  no  new 
discovery,”  she  said,  “but  we  have 
experienced  an  age-old  reality  — 
when  people  can  live  together  in 
the  atmosphere  of  a  home  there  are 
no  barriers  of  race,  creed  or  na¬ 
tionality.” 


Methodists  Urged 
To  Give  Relief 
Needs  Thru  MCOR 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief  is  forced  by  “the  pressing 
needs  of  the  world  today”  to  seek 
additional  support  from  churches 
and  individuals  in  America,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  were  told  at  their  annual 
meeting  here.  Methodists  were 
urged,  especially,  “to  help  meet  the 
relief  needs  of  the  world,  not 
through  secular  organizations  but 
through  their  own  MCOR.” 

A  statement  from  the  staff  of  the 
church’s  relief  agency,  .presented  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Gaither  P.  Warfield, 
MCOR  general  secretary,  empha¬ 
sized  that,  in  the  months  ahead,  “we 
may  expect  a  number  of  natural 
catastrophes  —  floods,  droughts, 
earthquakes,  fires,  typhoons  —  and, 
sad  to  say,  there  also  will  be  a  num¬ 
ber  of  man-made  disasters  —  wars, 
revolutions,  civil  strife — for  which 
we  must  be  prepared. 

“In  addition,  we  face  heavy  and 
continuing  responsibilities  in  Korea, 
India,  the  Middle  East,  and  else¬ 
where.  The  cooperative,  interde¬ 
nominational  agencies,  Church 
World  Service  and  the  Division  of 
Interchurch  Aid  and  Service  to 
Refugees  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  rightly  look  to  MCOR  for 
Methodist  support  and  participation 
in  important  and  far-flung  enter¬ 
prises.  We  must  never  forget  that 
today  there  are  40  million  home¬ 
less.” 

MCOR  is  authorized  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  promote  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials,  and  these  were 
termed  “a  natural  source”  of  the 
necessary  additional  support. 

“It  is  encouraging  that  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  churches  and  confer¬ 
ences  are  taking  the  Four-Way 
Highway  —  with  Advance  Specials 
for  world,  national,  and  conference 
missions,  and  MCOR. 

Council  Of  Bishops 
Petitions  Congress 
For  Meth.  Stamp 

The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The 
Methodist  Church  has  been  asked 
to  petition  Congress  to  strike  and 
distribute  a  postage  stamp  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  175th  anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council  of  The  Methodist  Church 
meeting  during  the  fourth  quadren¬ 
nial  convocation  in  Atlanta  Feb.  17 
passed  a  resolution  in  which  plans 
were  laid  for  proper  recognition  of 
the  anniversary. 

December  25,  26,  27,  1959  will  be 
the  175th  anniversary  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference  in  Lovely  Lane 
Chapel,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  when 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized,  Francis  Asbury  was  con¬ 
secrated  Bishop  and  the  first  Disci¬ 
pline  (book  of  law)  for  American 
Methodism  was  adopted. 

It  was  proposed  the  stamp  carry 
the  picture  of  Francis  Asbury  on 
horseback  as  “America’s  greatest 
Circuit  Rider.” 

Signers  of  the  resolution  were  Dr 
James  W.  Sells  and  Dr.  D.  Trigg 
James,  of  Atlanta,  executive  secre¬ 
taries  of  the  council. 
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ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  CWS  CLOTHING  RECEIPTS  NEARLY 
DOUBLE  —  Clothing  receipts  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the  four- 
year  United  Appeal  3,739^70  pounds  —  were  nearly  double  collections  for 
the  same  period  last  year,  officials  of  Church  World  Service  pointed  out  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  its  Board  of  Managers  here.  Goal  of  the  Appeal  is 
5 0,000,000  pounds  by  1962.  Shown  left  to  right  are:  Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson  of 
New  York,  executive  director;  Harper  Sibley  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  chairman; 
and  Mrs.  Sibley,  former  president  of  United  Church  Women.  CWS  is  the 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  United  Church  Women  is 
a  general  department  of  the  Council. 


Alaska  Church 

Council  Adopts  Sweeping  Resolutions 


Anchorage,  Alaska  (RNS)  — 
Stronger  divorce  laws,  a  ban  against 
all  forms  of  gambling  and  public 
hearings  on  liquor  legislation  in  the 
new  49th  state  were  urged  in  reso¬ 
lutions  adopted  by  the  Alaska  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  at  its  annual  meet- 


Opposing  legalization  of  gambling, 
the  Protestant  church  body  stressed 
that  gambling  is  against  all  Chris¬ 
tian  principles,  means  increased 
cost  of  police  protection,  and  leads 
to  broken  homes  and  corruption. 


Religion  Still  Troubles  Soviet 
Leaders  Admits  Official  Party  Paper 

Religion  in  Russia  still  is  a  problem  to  the  communists.  While  belief 
in  God  and  church  attendance  are  not  on  the  rise,  neither  are  they  dying 
out  as  rapidly  as  Communist  Party  leaders  wish  they  would.  The  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  still  is  trying  to  win  new  members  and  hold  the  ones  it 
already  has. 

The  magazine  Party  Life  which  twice  monthly  airs  the  opinions  of  the 
Communist  Party  Central  Committee  before  the  public,  recently  explained 
the  communist  attitude  toward  religion  on  grounds  that  some  Soviet  citi¬ 
zens  do  not  understand  the  party  line.  “There  still  are  many  people  under 
the  influence  of  religion  in  our  country  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  ignore 
this,”  the  magazine  said. 


Religion,  according  to  the  official 
paper,  is  still  what  it  always  has 
been,  “a  reactionary  ideology  which 
only  obscures  the  consciousness  of 
the  working  people.”  The  fact  that 
the  orthodox  clergy  has  stopped 
trying  to  sabotage  the  party  and 
now  more  or  less  loyally  supports 
its  policy  does  not  mean  religion 
has  gone  communist,  as  some  politi¬ 
cally  naive  Russians  think,  the  mag- 
zine  said.  It  is  just  as  hostile  to  com¬ 
munism  as  ever,  Party  Life  stressed. 

Homes  For  3,000 
Chinese  Refugee 
Orphans  Sought 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  (RNS)  — 
Church  World  Service’s  Board  of 
Managers  voted  here  to  find  homes 
in  this  country  in  1959  for  some 
3,000  Chinese  refugee  orphans  now 
in  Hong  Kong. 

It  also  approved  $250,000  in  relief 
supplies  to  more  than  200,000  dis¬ 
located  Arabs  in  the  Middle  East 
and  a  $10,000  loan  to  the  newly- 
formed  United  States  Committee 
for  Refugees. 

CWS  is  the  relief  and  rehabilita¬ 
tion  agency  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  which  35  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations  co¬ 
operate. 

The  board  said  the  task  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  Chinese  youngsters  to  the 
U.  S.  for  adoption  will  be  made  “in 
terms  of  simple  justice,  our  Chris¬ 
tian  concern  and  our  relations  with 
Asia.”  The  project  will  be  carried 
out  in  co-operation  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Social  Service. 

Relief  supplies  to  the  Arabs  will 
be  distributed  through  the  Near 
East  Christian  Council’s  Committee 
for  Refugee  Work.  To  be  aided  are 
60,000  refugees  in  Gaza,  2,700  in 
Egypt,  11,000  in  Jordan  and  some 
150,000  in  villages  along  the  Jor- 
danian-Israeli  border. 


Congress  Gets  $500 
Million  Program  To 
Aid  Colleges 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
$500,000,000  Federal  aid  program  to 
help  colleges  and  universities  con¬ 
struct  dormitories,  laboratories,  and 
academic  buildings  to  meet  expand¬ 
ing  enrollment  needs  was  presented 
to  Congress  by  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  Arthur  S. 
Flemming. 

The  program  will  aid  church- 
related  and  other  non-profit  colleges 
as  well  as  state  and  public  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  learning. 

Under  its  terms,  the  Federal  gov¬ 
ernment  would  guarantee  loans 
made  by  church-related  colleges  to 
finance  construction  of  needed 
buildings. 

It  also  would  provide  that  25  per 
cent  of  the  cost  for  new  buildings 
for  both  public  and  private  insti¬ 
tutions  be  borne  by  the  Federal  gov¬ 
ernment  over  a  20-year  period. 

Explaining  operation  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Secretary  Flemming  said,  “If 
Institution  ‘X,’  a  private  college, 
borrows  $1,000,000  on  a  long-term 
basis  to  construct  a  classroom  build¬ 
ing,  the  Federal  government  would 
guarantee  the  loan,  which  would 
presumably  result  in  a  more  favor¬ 
able  interest  rate  on  its  bond  is¬ 
sue.” 

He  said  that  for  either  public  or 
private  colleges  the  government 
would  enter  into  a  commitment  for 
debt  retirement  assistance  of  25  per 
cent  of  this  figure,  or  $250,000,  pay¬ 
able  at  the  rate  of  $12,500  a  year 
over  20  years. 


ing  here. 

In  other  actions,  the  council  rec¬ 
ommended:  immediate  construction 
of  a  proposed  state  mental  hospital, 
federal  appropriations  for  three  new 
public  high  schools,  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  provision  against  giv¬ 
ing  state  aid  to  private  or  sectarian 
schools. 

The  council  also  called  for  in¬ 
creased  aid  to  dependent  children, 
establishment  of  a  juvenile  rehabil¬ 
itation  center,  and  a  stronger  adop¬ 
tion  code  to  provide  more  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  infant,  natural  parents 
and  prospective  foster  parents. 

In  seeking  stricter  divorce  laws, 
the  council  asked  that  a  year’s  resi¬ 
dence  in  Alaska  be  required  for 
persons  wishing  a  divorce  and  that 
re-marriage  of  divorced  people  be 
forbidden  until  at  least  one  year 
after  an  interlocutory  degree.  Ter¬ 
ritorial  law  requires  six  months’ 
residence  and  placed  no  restrictions 
°n  re-marriage. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— 
(RNS)  DEDICATION  HELD 
FOR  WASHINGTON  STA¬ 
TUE  —  Washington  Cathe¬ 
dral's  heroic  equestrian  sta¬ 
tue  of  the  nation's  first 
president  was  dedicated  be¬ 
fore  a  large  gathering  of 
government  and  civic  offi¬ 
cials,  military,  patriotic  and 
veterans'  organizations,  on 
Washington's  Birthday,  Feb. 
22.  Episcopal  Bishop  Angus 
Dun  of  Washington  officiat¬ 
ed  at  the  dedication  service. 
Finished  in  satin  gold  leaf , 
the  bronze  statue  is  the 
work  of  Herbert  Haseltine, 
noted  sculptor  of  the  eques¬ 
trian  statue  of  Sir  John  Dill 
in  Arlington  Cemetery  and 
the  statue  of  Man  O'  War 
in  Lexington,  Ky.  (RNS 
photo) 
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Editorial 

What  Does  Lent  Hold  For  You? 

HAVING  come  several  days  into  the  annual  season  of  Lent,  it 
might  be  spiritually  helpful  to  face  oneself  squarely  and  ask, 
“Does  the  Lenten  season  of  1959  hold  up  anything  special? 
Is  it  likely  to  be  the  means  to  a  deeper  and  finer  Christian  life? 
Will  Lent  make  any  real  difference  one  way  or  another?” 

The  answer  to  these  questions  for  too  many  Christians  is  a 
complacent  “no.”  As  if,  for  instance,  Lent  was  another  emphasis 
worked  out  by  church  leaders  and  fitted  into  the  calendar  of  the 
local  church  for  observance. 

But  Lent  is  not  just  another  emphasis.  The  observance  of  Lent 
strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  personal  religion  and  applied  Christian¬ 
ity.  May  we  respectfully  make  three  suggestions  which  if  taken  to 
heart  will  make,  we  believe,  the  period  between  now  and  Easter  a 
most  rewarding  one.  First,  give  a  few  minutes  thought  each  day 
to  a  recounting  in  your  mind  the  events  in  Jesus’  life  which  led  up 
to  His  crucifixion  and  subsequent  resurrection.  Think  of  Jesus’ 
ministry,  His  motives,  His  influence,  His  devotion,  and  what  He 
Himself  received  for  all  His  efforts.  Let  your  mind  dwell  again 
and  again  on  these  facts  concerning  the  ministry  of  our  Lord. 

Second,  know  the  discipline  of  the  Lenten  experience.  Every 
worthy  experience,  each  spiritual  insight  has  its  price.  Much  of 
modern  psychology  tells  us,  “If  you  want  to  do  a  thing,  do  it;  don’t 
repress  yourself.  If  you  don’t  want  to  do  it,  pass  it  by.  You  are 
the  one  to  be  satisfied.”  The  call  to  do  something  which  we  may 
not  for  the  moment  see  the  value  of,  usually  goes  unheeded.  Days 
may  come  and  go  without  having  done  anything  which  we  really 
didn’t  want  to  do  but  yet  would  have  been  good  for  us.  Personal 
discipline  is  getting  and  keeping  one’s  self  in  line,  and  done  properly 
will  involve  doing  those  things  which  are  best  for  us.  It  is  given 
to  every  person  to  find  his  own  path  of  self  discipline  if  he  will  make 
even  a  half-hearted  attempt  to  look  for  it. 

Then,  examine  the  vows,  the  covenants,  the  sacred  obligations 
of  your  life,  with  a  view  of  making  them  more  meaningful.  There 
are  those  vows  made  before  God  and  our  fellowmen,  the  covenants 
which  were  undertaken  with  some  high  particular  purpose  in  mind, 
the  sacred  obligations  which  exist  especially  with  those  we  love 
and  cherish.  All  these  represent  an  outgoing  of  self  in  search  for 
another’s  or  our  own  happiness  or  well-being.  Those  vows,  cov¬ 
enants,  obligations  were  undertaken  in  good  faith,  and  perhaps  for 
the  most  part  have  been  kept,  but  the  warmth  and  radiance  of  the 
newly  undertaken  obligation  has  long  since  faded.  Renew  these 
vows. 

Lent  can  be  a  season  of  spiritual  stimulation  which  will  bless 
the  lives  of  all  those  you  meet.  Let  your  thoughts  dwell  on  the 
Man  of  Galillee,  practice  self-discipline,  and  renew  your  vows  and 
obligations,  and  as  surely  as  night  follows  the  day,  God  will  bless 
your  life  this  Lenten  season  as  you  have  never  known  before. 


Circulation  Campaign  Is  Successful 

TABULATIONS  at  the  end  of  the  second  supplementary  report 
from  pastoral  charges  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  indicate 
that  this  year’s  circulation  campaign  is  one  of  the  best  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  has  had  to  date. 

Totals  through  Saturday  show  21,347  reported  through  churches 
in  Arkansas  and  12,034  through  churches  in  Louisiana.  What  in¬ 
deed  is  remarkable  is  that  of  the  almost  750  pastoral  charges  in  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area,  all  but  16  have  filed  reports,  10  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  six  in  Arkansas. 


The  Living  Scriptures^  by  Jack  Hamm 

Around  The  Necks  Of  Nations 


Something  of  a  record  has  been  established,  we  believe,  in  the 
history  of  circulation  campaigns  in  this  Area,  by  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict.  We  have  checked  back  for  several  years  and  we  believe  that 
we  are  right  in  saying  that  for  the  first  time  every  charge  in  a  dis¬ 
trict  has  reached  or  exceeded  its  quota.  With  a  quota  of  1387,  the 
Ruston  District  has  reported  2194  subscriptions  or  158%  of  its  quota, 
with  every  charge  reaching  or  exceeding  its  quota.  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas  is  the  district  superintendent  and  Rev.  Henry  Blount  of 
Ruston  served  as  district  director. 

The  Lafayette,  Monroe,  New  Orleans  and  Ruston  districts 
have  reported  from  every  charge,  and  in  Arkansas  the  following 
districts  have  reported  from  100%  of  their  charges:  Arkadelphia, 
Little  Rock,  Monticello,  Pine  Bluff,  Batesville,  Conway,  Forrest 
City,  Paragould,  and  Searcy.  Thus,  13  of  the  22  districts  have  re¬ 
ports  from  every  charge. 

Every  district  in  the  Little  Rock  Conference  (six),  four  in  the 
Louisiana  and  four  in  the  North  Arkansas  Conferences  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  quotas.  Thus,  14  of  the  22  districts  went  over  the  top. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  again  each  and  every 
person  who  had  a  part  in  this  successful  endeavor.  Each  circula¬ 
tion  campaign  is  a  new  challenge  to  staff  members  of  the  publica¬ 
tions,  and  we  are- indebted  to  everyone  who  has  made  possible  an¬ 
other  large  opportunity  of  service.  We  pledge  you  our  continued 
efforts  to  produce  each  week  a  publication  which  will  serve  the 
great  interests  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  the  cause  of  Christian  right¬ 
eousness,  and  the  elevation  of  Christian  character. 
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Commissioners: 

Little  Rock  Conference — C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  O.  C.  Landers,  E.  Vernon  Markham,  Charles 

W.  Richards,  Arthur  Terry,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  and  Burney  Wilson. 

Louisiana  Conference— R.  R.  Branton,  Weldon  Brumfield,  Leonard  Cooke,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
C.  O.  Holland,  Virgil  D.  Morris,  and  George  W.  Pomeroy.  _  .  ... 

North  Arkansas  Conference— Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  William  Hightower,  Golder 

Lawrence,  J.  G.  Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce  and  R.  J.  Rice. _ 
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From  left  to  right:  Rev.  W.  0.  Langtry,  president  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Ministerial  Association  and  leader  of  the  group;  Bishop  Girault 
Jones,  Louisiana  Episcopal  Bishop;  and  District  Sup't.  Jolly  B.  Harper  of 
the  Shreveport  District  of  The  Methodist  Church;  as  they  met  to  present 
Anti-Gambling  Code  to  Governor  Earl  Long. 


MINISTERS  PRESENT  ANTI¬ 
GAMBLING  CODE  TO  GOV. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ried  information  on  horse  races  with 
results  “like  handing  a  drink  to  an 
alcoholic.”  At  this  the  churchmen 
had  said  that  they  were  not  there 
to  represent  newspapers,  but  them¬ 
selves. 

In  a  news  conference  held  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  the  meeting  with 
the  ministers,  the  State  Times  quot¬ 
ed  the  governor  as  saying  that  Col. 
John  Nick  Brown,  Superintendent 
of  State  police,  and  active  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  had  showed  him  a 
number  of  gambling  cases  district 
attorneys  had  not  prosecuted,  “most¬ 
ly  in  Jefferson  Parish.”  “I  would 
think  that  knowing  prosecution  will 


CENTENARY  TO  LAUNCH 
FINANCIAL  DRIVE 
IN  THE  SPRING 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
two  weeks,  according  to  Mr.  Brown. 
Positions  of  leadership  in  the  cam¬ 
paign  organization  are  expected  to 
be  completed  during  February,  the 


be  delayed  or  not  take  place,  the 
gamblers  are  not  as  concerned  with 
obeying  the  law  or  afraid  of  arrest,” 
Long  said.  He  added,  “Col.  Brown 
has  assured  me  all  major  gambling 
in  the  state,  the  big  operations  in 
Jefferson  and  St.  Landry  parishes, 
are  closed  down.” 

A  spokesman  for  the  group  of 
ministers  described  the  meeting  as 
“largely  friendly  —  we  were  not 
there  to  make  accusations.” 


various  campaign  committees  and 
divisions  will  be  organized  in  March, 
with  the  intensive  part  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  scheduled  for  April  and  May. 

The  most  spectacular  growth  per¬ 
iod  of  the  college  began  in  1946 
with  the  launching  of  the  first  com¬ 
prehensive  Development  Program. 
Since  then,  eight  major  buildings, 
worth  $4,000,000,  have  been  erected 
on  the  campus  and  the  school  has 
been  given  three  beautiful  garden 
and  fountain  memorials. 

Partners  In  Progress 

For  over  50  years  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  city  of  Shreveport, 
both  still  in  their  formative  years 
when  they  joined  forces  back  in 
1908,  have  grown  to  maturity  to¬ 
gether.  Founded  in  1825  at  Jackson 
as  the  old  College  of  Louisiana,  the 
college  was  later  merged  in  1845 
with  Centenary  College  of  Clinton, 
Mississippi.  Since  that  time,  the 
school  has  been  known  as  “Cente¬ 
nary  College  of  Louisiana,”  thus 
preserving  the  names  of  both  in¬ 
stitutions. 

In  1908,  Centenary  received  a 
strong  incentive  to  move  its  location 
from  Jackson  to  Shreveport  when 
the  Atkins  Company  offered  the 
school  a  tract  of  40  acres  to  serve  as 
its  campus.  Citizens  of  Shreveport 
immediately  pitched  in  and  con¬ 
tributed  a  substantial  sum  of  money 
to  erect  the  first  building  and  equip 
it  for  operation. 

Centenary  Today 

Centenary  presently  offers  nearly 
400  courses  in  29  fields  of  study. 
These  will  prepare  students  in  eve¬ 
rything  from  interior  decorating  and 
philosophy  to  teaching  and  missle- 
making.  Centenary’s  enrollment  ap¬ 
proximates  800  students  in  the  day 
division  and  an  evening  school  en¬ 
rollment  of  nearly  1,000.  To  teach 
these  courses,  Centenary  has  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  faculty. 

The  college  is  “big  business”  to 
the  community,  pouring  several 
million  dollars  into  the  local  busi¬ 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  By  March  6th,  the  general  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  EMC  should 
be  complete.  The  General 
Chairman  and  the  three  com¬ 
mittee  chairmen  should  pro¬ 
ceed  to  select  the  personnel  of 
their  committees. 

2.  On  Sunday,  March  8,  the  Pas¬ 
tor  will  announce  the  person¬ 
nel  of  all  committees  and  pub¬ 
lish  them  in  the  bulletin. 

3.  March  9  —  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  arranges  for  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  prospect  lists.  A  Mas¬ 
ter  list  should  be  made  of 
every  prospective  giver,  ‘in¬ 
cluding  every  church  member 
— man,  woman,  boy  and  girl 
— as  well  as  non-members  who 
are  users  of  the  church.  Leave 
no  one  out.  Remember  you 
perform  a  spiritual  service 
when  you  help  someone  see 
their  need  to  give. 

4.  March  12 — The  Materials,  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  Publicity  Commit¬ 
tee  meets  to  plan  the  congre¬ 
gational  dinner  to  be  held  on 
April  14.  The  order  for  ma¬ 
terials  is  prepared  and  a  pho¬ 
tographer  is  engaged  to  begin 
taking  pictures. 


ness  stream  each  year.  Major  items 
each  year  include  the  annual  ope¬ 
rating  budget  of  more  than  one 
million  dollars,  students’  expendi¬ 
tures  of  more  than  half  a  million, 
and  several  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  spent  in  new  construction. 
These  expenditures  have  a  very 
positive  influence  on  the  economy 
of  Shreveport. 


Area  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 
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LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 


Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren.  Due  Total 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Total  1198** 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Total  2702** 

Buckner  Ct.,  Giles  B.  Pixley  .  9  24  ....  33 

Camden — First  Church, 

Francis  A.  Buddin  .  30  66  4  100 

El  Dorado — Centennial-Bethel, 

John  T.  Bolding  .  4  14  ....  18* 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  .  1  6  ....  7 

Union — Rhodes  Chapel,  Ernest  Hays  2  25  1  28 

Waldo— Willisville,  R.  L.  Diffee  .  4  39  1  44** 


HOPE  DISTRICT— Total  1429** 

Dierks — Greens  Chapel, 

W.  P.  Walker  .  8  29  1  38** 

Horatio  Ct.,  Charles  E.  Messer  .  14  19  ....  33** 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Total  2863** 

Bauxite,  C.  W.  Good  .  6  31  ....  37** 

Benton — Parkview, 

Edward  B.  Hollenbeck  .  9  21  ....  30 

Hickory  Plains  Ct., 

Maurice  E.  Adkins  .  11  ..  .  11 

Little  Rock— Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin ....  35  93  4  132 

Little  Rock — Pulaski  Heights, 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  .  92  83  4  179 

Traskwood  Ct.,  Wm.  C.  Chenault  .  8  20  1  29** 


„  MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Total  1095** 

Dumas,  Harould  Scott  .  16  40  ....  56** 

Eudora,  John  P.  Miles  .  12  32  ....  45** 

Fountain  Hill  a.,  W.  E.  West  .  22  6  28*» 

Hampton— Harrell,  W.  H.  Sanders  2  17  ....  19 

Tillar — Winchester,  Irl  Lancaster  ....  7  63  1  71*2 

Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  .  12  55  4  71 


_  PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Total  1432** 

DeWitt,  Howard  L.  Williams  .  21  58  3  82** 

Glendale,  James  Scudder  .  5  6  ...  11*2 

Pine  Bluff — Lakeside,  . 

John  M.  McCormack  .  67  82  5  153 

Stuttgart— First  Church, 

C.  M.  Atchley  .  1  62  2  65 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


„  BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Total  1123** 

Cave  City— Sidney, 

Thomas  J.  Nation  .  9  25  2 

Mountain  Home,  Robt.  B.  Howerton..  25  149  .... 


36** 

174*2 


Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Newport — First  Church, 

John  Bayliss  .  22  50  2  74** 


CONWAY  DISTRICT— Total  1861** 

Conway — First  Church,  Joel  Cooper..  46  81  16  143** 

Naylor  Circuit,  Tom  English  .  4  22  1  27 

North  Little  Rock — Gardner  Memorial, 

E.  B.  Williams  .  62  56  6  124 

N.L.R. — Levy,  Jesse  Johnson  .  23  69  1  93** 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Total  1080 

Fayetteville — Central, 

Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr .  43  115  10  168 

Pea  Ridge — Tuck’s  Chapel, 

Aubra  O.  Hays  .  12  ....  12 

Prairie  Grove,  Dewey  Dark  .  8  33  2  43** 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Total  1292** 

Earle,  D.  Harrell  Wilson  .  3  41  ....  44** 

Marianna — LaGrange, 

H.  J.  Couchman  .  4  77  1  82** 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  .  7  69  ....  76*2 

West  Helena,  W.  Glen  Bruner  .  11  58  3  72** 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Total  1560 

Alix  Circuit,  John  W.  Lee  .  3  ....  3 

Lavaca,  Charles  Nance  .  2  24  3  29** 

Mansfield,  Kenneth  Renfroe  .  2  27  ....  29** 


JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Total  1535** 

Blythevill'e — First, 

J.  Camel  English  .  8  134  4  146 

Jonesboro — St.  Paul, 

Wayne  Olmstead  .  3  11  ....  14** 

St.  John  Ct.,  Charles  E.  Reed  .  5  5  ...  10 

Weiner,  Ray  Burrow  .  9  30  2  41*2 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Total  1068 

Biggers — Reyno,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst  ..  7  17  ....  24»* 

Hurricane— Harvey's  Chapel, 

Ray  McLester  .  6  7  1  14* 

Paragould — First  Church, 

J.  Ralph  Hillis  .  7  94  7  108** 

Ravenden  Springs — Friendship, 

Maurice  Kemp  .  12  11  14* 

Rector — First  Church,  Paul  Lanier..  14  54  2  70** 

Rector — Circuit, 

Charles  Crossno  .  3  8  ....  11 

Walnut  Ridge,  Wm.  A.  Stewart  .  7  68  2  77** 


SEARCY  DISTRICT— Total  1109 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Total  1126** 


Cooley — New  Hope,  Grafton  Shaw  ....  1  .  1 

Natchitoches— First  Church, 

George  F.  Pearce  .  15  34  ....  49 

Palestine,  A.  D.  St  Amant,  Jr .  10  24  1  35** 

Pineville,  John  F.  Kilpatrick  .  15  64  2  81** 

Winnfield,  R.  H.  Staples  .  10  44  1  55** 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1412 

Angie — Varnado,  George  Hess  .  7  8  ....  15 

Baton  Rouge — First, 

Dana  Dawson,  Jr .  58  68  5  131 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Total  1187** 

Golden  Meadow,  Travis  Campbell  ....  22  9  ....  31** 

Lafayette — First  Church, 

Fred  S.  Flurry  .  44  97  29  170** 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1119 
DeRidder — First  Church, 

R.  H.  Jamieson  .  1  ....  1 

Lake  Charles — Simpson, 

C.  W.  Quaid  .  17  22  ....  39 

Leesville,  C.  Robert  McCammon  .  16  48  3  67** 

Maplewood,  Oakley  Lee  .  11  20  ....  31 


MONROE  DISTRICT— Total  1845** 

Crowville,  E.  H.  House  .  2  29  5  36*2 

Tallulah,  Wm.  F.  Mayo  .  5  27  ....  32 

Wisner,  A.  W.  Coody  .  6  24  2  32** 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Total  1294 
New  Orleans — Carrollton  Avenue, 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.  .  24  59  1  84 

New  Orleans — Lake  Vista, 

Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  .  16  18  ....  34 


RUSTON  DISTRICT— Total  2194** 

Bernice,  Abe  Conerly  .  1  45  1  47*2 

Jonesboro,  Loyd  E.  Williams  .  78  57  135*2 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1857 
Shreveport — Noel  Memorial, 

G.  C.  Taylor  .  52  72  ....  124 

Shreveport,  North  Highland, 

Beverly  E.  Bond  4  18  2  24 

Shreveport,  St.  Luke, 

Tracy  Arnold  .  12  3  ....  15** 

Vivian,  James  C.  Whitaker  .  29  35  ....  64** 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  MEANING  OF  SYMBOLS 

In  the  marriage  service  of  my  denomination  there  comes  a  point 
where  the  ring  is  about  to  be  placed  on  the  finger  of  the  bride  and 
sometimes  the  groom.  The  ring  is  handed  to  the  minister  who  blesses 
it  with  the  words:  “The  wedding  ring  is  the  outward  and  visible 
symbol  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  bond  which  unites  two  loyal  hearts 
in  endless  love.” 

Such  a  symbol  may  seem  unnecessary  to  a  cold-blooded,  matter- 
of-fact  mind.  In  fact,  the  marriage  ceremony  itself  may  seem  a  need¬ 
less  yielding  to  sentimentality.  Some  may  say  that  marriage  is  merely 
a  social  contract  in  which  two  people  agree  to  live  together.  For  the 
sake  of  social  stability  and  property  rights,  let  the  agreement  be 
registered.  Isn’t  that  all  that  is  necessary?  Why  the  ceremony  of 
vows  and  rings  and  altars? 

Because  life  is  more  than  a  cold-blooded,  matter-of-fact  business. 
Life  is  a  blending  of  fact  and  dreams,  of  cold  blood  and  hot  blood. 
Marriage  is  a  union  for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in 
sickness  and  in  health.  And,  therefore,  in  our  high  moods  we  make 
vows  and  use  symbols  which  help  to  sustain  us  in  our  lower  moods. 
Symbols,  ceremonies,  anniversaries  serve  to  reinforce  love  and  hold 
families  together. 

So  is  it  in  the  life  of  nations.  When  the  American  colonies  began 
to  realize  the  need  of  union  in  their  effort  to  redress  the  wrongs  suf¬ 
fered  at  the  hands  of  their  mother  country,  the  colonists  sent  dele¬ 
gates  to  a  Continental  Congress,  passed  a  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  adopted  Articles  of  Confederation  and  finally  a  Federal  Consti¬ 
tution.  Thus  they  had  signed  agreements  in  black  and  white. 

Were  these  not  enough?  No,  people  are  not  inspired  and  sustained 
merely  by  documents.  On  Jan.  2,  1776  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
Washington  displayed  a  flag  of  thirteen  stripes  with  the  Union  Jack 
from  which  evolved  about  a  year  later  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 
Our  flag  is  only  a  piece  of  colored  cloth.  Yet  who  can  measure  the 
influence  of  that  emblem  as  school  children  stand  to  salute  it  and  as 
citizens  turn  to  gaze  at  it  as  they  sing  our  National  Anthem?  What 
would  happen  to  our  morale  if  we  removed  all  symbols,  all  shrines, 
all  monuments  from  the  national  scene? 

When  I  visit  the  city  of  Washington  my  heart  stirs  as  I  look  at 
the  tall,  slender  shaft  of  the  Washington  monument,  the  majestic 
Lincoln  Memorial,  the  graceful  structure  honoring  Jefferson.  The 
mercenary-minded  cynic  might  ask  what  useful  purpose  these  shrines 
serve.  We  would  answer  that  such  symbols  of  great  souls  help  to 
keep  a  nation  from  losing  its  soul. 

We  Americans  have  declared  the  birthday  of  Washington  a  na¬ 
tional  holiday.  This  is  good  provided  we  do  not  spend  it  merely  as  a 
day  off  from  work  but  as  a  day  when  we  ponder  the  noble  traits 
which  made  him  “first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.” 

Let  us  go  back  to  those  shrines  and  symbols  which  remind  us  of 
God’s  visitations. 


.  .  so  now  let  each  give  freely,  generously,  in 
accordance  with  what  you  reported  on  your  income 
tax!" 


The 

Layman’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Thoughts  About  Lent 

Many  people  will  tell  you — and 
truthfully — that  our  observances  of 
both  Christmas  and  Lent  are  taken 
from  ancient  pagan  festivals.  Some 
even  say  that  we  should  not  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas,  since  its  observ¬ 
ance  in  late  December  is  a  direct 
borrow  from  pagan  and  Godless  re¬ 
ligions.  My  personal  reaction  is 
summed  up  in  the  answer  that  the 
late  Billy  Sunday  is  supposed  to 
have  given  when  an  usher  in  the 
congregation  called  out  during  the 
collection,  “Brother  Sunday,  here  is 
a  man  with  a  ten-dollar  bill  that  he 
says  he  won  in  a  poker  game.  Shall 
we  take  it?”  The  old  warrior  an¬ 
swered  from  the  platform.  “Take  it. 
Let  the  Lord  have  it  a  while.  The 
devil  has  had  it  long  enough.” 

The  word  “Lent”  is  taken  from 
an  ancient  word,  meaning  “Longer.” 
We  get  our  word,  “Length”  from  it. 
As  the  days  grew  longer  in  the 
Spring,  our  superstitious  forbearers 
thanked  whatever  gods  they  could 
understand  for  the  lengthened  days. 
Our  Christian  ancestors  picked  up 
the  celebration  to  encourage  their 
brethren  to  be  especially  meditative 
and  humble  in  the  days  preceding 
Easter. 

The  early  Spring  brings  more 
than  lengthened  days.  It  also  brings 
the  beautiful  season  of  the  year 
when  the  miracle  of  growing  things 
begins  to  be  seen  again. 

The  Lenten  season,  then,  should 
be  more  than  an  observance  in  hon¬ 


or  of  the  lengthened  days.  Since 
it  marks  the  time  of  the  renewed 
miracle  of  life  it  should  be  a  very 
holy  season  for  us.  For  even  as 
Jesus  set  His  face  toward  Jerusalem 
in  the  tragic  and  foreboding  days 
before  His  crucifixion,  He  knew 
that  there  was  something  to  look 
forward  to  after  the  bitter  days  of 
His  trial  and  unreasonable  convic¬ 
tion.  Thus,  we  may  see  through 
the  crucifixion  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  the  greatest  of  God’s  miracles, 
the  life  after  death.  Because  just 
as  certainly  as  the  grass  turns  green 
after  being  dead  all  winter,  our 
spirits  will  be  gathered  into  an 
eternal  life  after  our  earthly  bodies 
are  laid  in  our  graves.  Spring  is 
much  more  than  the  beginning  of 
the  annual  growing  season,  as  won¬ 
derful  as  that  is.  It  is  an  event  that 
proves  to  us  every  year,  the  eternal 
qualities  of  God  and  of  what  He 
has  given  us.  To  many  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  brethren  Lent  is  a  season  of 
privation,  honoring  the  sufferings 
of  Jesus.  Regardless  of  how  it  may 
be  observed,  let  us  never  overlook 
the  joy  of  the  season.  For  as  sure 
as  Spring  is  the  season  of  renewed 
life,  so  should  Lent  be  regarded  as 
the  season  of  proof  that  God  has 
given  you  and  me  that  same  re¬ 
newed  life,  only  to  a  far  greater 
degree.  He  has  given  us.  the  assur¬ 
ance  the  Job’s  question,  “If  a  man 
die,  shall  he  live  again?”’  can  be 
answered  with  an  emphatic  and  a 
joyous  “Yes.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  March  8,  1959:  THE  CROSS  AND  THE  WILL  OF  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  26:36-46;  LUKE  22:39-46;  JOHN  18: 
1-6.  LESSON  TEXT,  MARK  14:3242. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Not  what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt.  Mark  14:36. 
(RSV) 


In  our  closing  lessons  on  “The  Life  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  which  runs  through  March,  we  are 
studying  under  the  general  subject,  “Christ  Re¬ 
veals  the  Love  of  God.”  Christ  in  Gethsemane 
is  the  subject  matter  for  today’s  lesson  under 
the  subject,  “The  Cross  and  the  Will  of  God.” 

For  the  last  six  Sundays  we  have  been  study¬ 
ing  incidents  in  the  life  of  Jesus  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  Tuesday  of  Passion  Week.  We  know 
now  that  this  was  a  very  busy  day  in  the  life  of 
our  Lord.  Not  only  was  it  a  busy  day,  it  was  the 
last  day  of  Christ’s  active,  public  ministry. 

In  company  with  His  disciples,  Jesus  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  spent  a  quiet  day  Wednesday  in 
Bethany.  We  have  no  record  of  any  of  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  Jesus  on  this  day. 

Jesus  spent  the  eritire  day  Thursday  with  his 
disciples  and  until  twelve  o’clock  Thursday  night 
when  His  enemies  captured  Him  and  took  Him 
before  the  high  priest.  After  careful  planning 
Thursday,  Jesus  observed  the  Feast  of  the  Pass- 
over  with  His  disciples  in  an  “Upper  Room”,  so 
chosen  as  that  no  one  in  the  group  knew  ahead 
of  time  where  this  feast  was  to  be  observed. 

At  the  Feast  of  the  Passover,  Jesus,  in  hu¬ 
mility,  washed  the  disciples’  feet.  He  revealed 
the  fact  that  He  was  to  be  betrayed  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  by  one  of  those  at  the  table 
with  Him.  At  this  time,  also,  Jesus  instituted 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Judas  left 
the  group  and  went  out  into  the  night  to  the 
enemies  of  Jesus  to  complete  plans  for  betray¬ 
ing  Him  into  their  hands.  Judas  knew  where 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  would  go  after  the  sup¬ 
per  since  John  tells  us,  “Jesus  ofttimes  resorted 
thither  with  his  disciples.”  There  in  the  dark¬ 
ness,  while  the  multitude  of  His  friends  slept, 
Jesus  could  be  taken  in  hand  by  His  enemies. 

When  the  supper  was  ended,  after  singing 
a  hymn,  Jesus,  with  the  eleven  disciples  started 
for  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  where  so  often 
He  had  met  with  His  apostles.  On  the  way,  ap¬ 
parently,  He  gave  the  apostles  the  long,  heart- 
to-heart  discourse  found  in  John’s  Gospel.  It 
begins  at  the  18th  verse  of  chapter  thirteen  and 
continues  through  the  14th,  15th  and  16th  chap¬ 
ters  of  John.  This  is  followed  by  the  great  prayer 
Jesus  prayed,  in  the  presence  of  His  apostles, 
as  recorded  in  the  17th  chapter  of  John. 

Jesus  Prayer  in  Times  of  Crisis 

Jesus  did  not  pray  only  in  times  of  crisis,  but 
He  did  pray  when  crises  came.  Having  come 
to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  Jesus  left  eight 
of  the  apostles  in  a  group  with  the  instructions, 
“Sit  ye  here,  while  I  pray.”  Jesus  then  chose 
Peter,  James  and  John,  the  three  disciples  that 
seemed  to  be  His  most  intimate  followers,  and 
asked  them  to  go  further  into  the  garden  with 
Him.  These  were  the  three  disciples  that  Jesus 
chose  to  be  with  Him  when  He  raised  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jairus  from  the  dead.  These  were  the 
three  He  took  with  Him  when  He  went  up  on 
the  mountain  of  transfiguration.  Now  He  chooses 
them  to  be  nearer  Him  in  this  supreme  test  of 
His  earthly  life. 

It  was  not  unusual  for  Jesus  to  turn  to  prayer 
in  the  testing  times  of  His  life.  According  to  the 
Gospels,  Jesus  prayed  at  the  time  of  His  bap¬ 
tism.  He  prayed  at  the  time  of  His  temptation 
on  the  mount.  Jesus  prayed  all  night  before  he 
chose  the  twelve  to  be  His  disciples  the  next  day. 
Jesus  prayed  here  in  the  garden  as  well  as  on 
the  cross. 


He  Went  A  Little  Further 

Matthew,  in  recording  this  incident  in  the 
life  of  Jesus,  said,  “He  went  a  little  further.” 
After  the  eleven  had  gone  with  Him  to  the  Gar¬ 
den,  eight  are  left  at  the  point  of  entrance,  three 
go  with  him  into  the  garden  and  there  He  left 
them,  and  “went  a  little  further.” 

These  words  are  descriptive  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  at  all  points  of  His  ministry.  In  service, 
in  character,  in  love,  in  sacrifice  Jesus  went 
further  than  anyone  this  earth  has  known. 

In  Christian  living  it  is  not  enough  to  be  a 
good  average.  We  too  must  go  a  little  further, 
in  the  character  of  Christian  life  we  live,  than 
most  of  those  about  us,  if  we  are  to  be  as  helpful 
and  fruitful  as  Christ  expects  us  to  be. 

When  No  Man  Can  Help 

There  came  a  time  in  the  life  of  Jesus  when 
no  person  could  go  all  the  way  with  Him  as  He 
struggled  with  the  deeper  personal  problems  of 
His  life.  Some  of  the  disciples  could  go  with 
Him  to  the  edge  of  the  garden.  Others  could  go 
a  short  way  with  Him  as  he  entered  the  garden 
itself.  Then  there  came  a  time  when  He  felt 
that  He  must  be  alone  as  He  struggled  with 
problems  which  He  could  not  fully  share  with 
anyone  about  Him. 

Each  of  us,  who  has  lived  very  long,  has  had 
similar  experiences.  When  some  testing  times 
come,  we  seek  advice  of  family  and  friends  and 
may  momentarily  feel  more  secure  in  their  fel¬ 
lowship.  Nevertheless,  we  know  that  when  the 
time  comes  for  the  big  decision  of  life,  that  de¬ 
cision  must  be  our  own.  It  is  the  result  of  the 
travail  of  our  own  inner  soul  as  we  struggle 
alone  in  reaching  the  decision. 

In  the  6th  chapter  of  Galatians  there  are  two 
statements  which  seem,  at  first  glance,  to  be 
contradictory.  In  this  chapter  Paul  says  “Bear 
ye  one  another’s  burdens.”  A  few  verses  later 
he  says,  “For  every  man  shall  bear  his  own 
burden.  In  these  statements  Paul  is  recognizing 
the  thing  we  are  discussing.  We  bear  one  anoth¬ 
er’s  burdens  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do 
so.  Nevertheless,  in  the  larger  tests  and  prob¬ 
lems  of  life,  there  comes  a  time  when  these  bur¬ 
dens  become  so  personal  that  only  we,  ourselves, 
can  be  masters  of  them. 

In  the  loss  of  loved  ones,  everyone  deeply 
appreciates  the  sympathy  of  friends  and  the 
many  things  they  do  to  make  our  sorrow  easier 
to  bear.  However,  we  all  know  that  after  flow¬ 
ers  have  faded  and  emergencies  have  passed 
and  friends  have  again  turned  to  the  routines  of 
life,  we  have  with  us  yet,  throughout  the  day 
and  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  great  va¬ 
cant  place  in  our  lives  and  the  loneliness  of 
hearts  that  we  alone  really  know  about,  and  that 
we  alone  must  bear. 

There  Whs  No  Other  Way 

There  are  various  theories  and  attempts  at 
explanations  for  the  necessity  of  the  indescriba¬ 
ble  suffering  of  Christ  in  Gethsemane  and  the 
tragedy  of  the  cross  the  next  day.  We  know  that 
they  cannot  all  be  right  for  some  of  them  are 
directly  contradictory.  We  cannot  be  sure  that 
any  of  these  theories  or  explanations  are  entire¬ 
ly  correct. 

While  the  detailed  reasons  for  it  all  may  es¬ 
cape  us,  for  those  who  believe  the  Record,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  for  it.  The 
prayer  of  Jesus  was,  “If  it  be  possible,  let  this 
cup  pass.”  We  believe,  if  there  had  been  any 
other  way  possible,  which  would  have  accom¬ 


plished  the  purpose  God  had  in  mind,  the  Fath¬ 
er  would  have  answered  this  earnest  prayer  of 
Jesus. 

Although  the  agonies  of  the  garden,  the  hu¬ 
miliations  of  a  mock  trial  in  the  courts  and  the 
tragedy  of  the  cross  appear  to  be  the  hardest 
pathway  imaginable  down  which  Jesus  must 
walk,  understanding  it  as  little  as  we  do,  we  may 
be  sure  that  there  was  no  other  way. 

Realizing  that  our  personal  salvation  from 
sin  was  made  possible  at  such  a  tremendous 
cost  should  bring  us  to  our  knees  in  humble 
gratitude  to  God  and  lead  us  to  consecrate  to 
God  the  life  He  bought  at  such  a  price.  It  is 
impossible  for  God  to  give  more  convincing  evi¬ 
dence  of  His  love  for  man  than  is  found  in  the 
complete  sacrifice  of  Christ  as  proof  of  that  love. 

Prayer  in  Accord  with  God's  Will 

The  prayer  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  is  an 
easy  prayer  to  pray.  The  most  difficult  prayer 
anyone  can  pray  is  the  prayer  which  embodies  a 
personal  submission  to  God’s  will.  We  make 
petitions  in  prayer  which  we  think  are  essential 
to  our  happiness  or  the  happiness  of  others.  We 
make  prayers  for  something  which  we  think  is 
essential  to  our  spiritual  development.  The 
strange  thing  about  most  of  our  petitions  in 
prayer  is  the  fact  that,  short-sighted  as  we  are, 
we  think  we  know  what  is  best  for  us  and  we 
want  our  prayers  answered  in  the  way  which  we 
think  is  best  for  us.  We  seem  to  forget  that  the 
God  who  made  us  really  knows  what  our  needs 
are.  We  are  not  willing  to  risk  for  ourselves 
even  the  judgment  of  God  Himself  by  praying 
the  prayer,  “not  my  will  but  thine  be  done.”  We 
deliberately  assume  that  our  will  in  the  matter 
should  take  precedent  over  the  will  of  God,  pre- 
sumptious  as  such  an  attitude  is. 

Jesus,  in  the  garden,  prayed  for  relief  from 
suffering,  if  that  relief  could  come  in  accord 
with  God’s  will.  We  too  have  a  right  to  pray 
for  relief  from  pain  and  suffering.  In  such 
prayers,  we  should  make  a  destinction  between 
petitions  and  demands.  Only  God  knows  wheth¬ 
er  His  will  can  be  done  through  us  without  suf¬ 
fering.  For  many  of  us,  as  it  was  with  Jesus,  the 
prayer,  “Thy  will  be  done,”  may  involve  a  cross. 

For  those  who  seem  to  believe  that  practi¬ 
cally  the  whole  of  religion  is  being  physically 
healthy  and  without  pain,  we  would  recommend 
the  prayer  of  Jesus  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsem¬ 
ane.  Suffering,  beyond  words  to  describe,  faced 
Him,  but  He  was  willing  to  accept  it,  if  in  so 
doing  He  could  feel  that  He  was  also  doing  God’s 
will. 

A  Willing  Spirit  is  Not  Enough 

It  was  only  a  short  time  before  the  Gethsem¬ 
ane  experience,  as  Jesus  sat  with  His  disciples 
at  the  Last  Supper,  that  Jesus  said  to  them  “All 
ye  shall  be  offended  because  of  me  this  night.” 
The  response  of  Peter  to  these  warnings  of  Je¬ 
sus  was,  “Though  I  should  die  with  thee,  yet  I 
will  not  deny  thee.”  We  might  have  expected 
such  a  declaration  from  Peter.  However  the 
rest  of  that  verse  reads,  “Likewise  also  said  all 
the  disciples.” 

Jesus  Won  His  Final  Victory  in  the  Garden 

Christ’s  supreme  test  did  not  come  as  He 
stood  in  the  courts  of  Pilate  and  Herod  or  hung 
on  the  cross.  The  final  victory  in  His  life  was 
won  in  the  Garden,  when  He  sincerely  surrend¬ 
ered  Himself  to  the  will  of  God. 

Having  settled  the  question  in  the  Garden, 
Jesus  could  face  His  persecutors  in  the  courts 
with  a  calm  that  amazed  those  who  sat  in  judg¬ 
ment  over  Him.  Matthew  says  of  Pilate,  “That 
the  governor  marvelled  greatly.”  It  is  not  often 
that  our  spiritual  victories  come  in  the  actual 
times  of  testing.  We  pass  successfully  through 
these  testing  times  because,  already,  we  have 
finally  committed  ourselves  to  do  God’s  will  and 
testing  times  do  not  turn  us  from  that  purpose. 

The  Hour  Has  Come 

After  Jesus  had  finished  His  prayer  in  the 
garden,  while  His  disciples  slept,  He  awakened 
the  disciples  with  the  statement,  “The  hour  is 
come.”  Enemies  led  by  Judas  crowded  in  on 
Jesus.  They  were  not  Roman  soldiers.  It  was 
the  same  crowd  that  had  hounded  Him  through 
Tuesday.  Jesus  did  not  awaken  His  disciples  to 
escape  His  enemies.  He  said  “Rise  up,  let  us  go.” 
So  saying  He  deliberately  walked  into  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  those  who  would  do  Him  to  death.  We 
should  meet  our  hours  of  testing  in  something 
of  the  same  spirit. 


FEBRUARY  26,  1959 


Page  Seven 


w 


and 


REV.  DON  RISINGER,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Welsh,  was  guest  speaker  and 
the  Chancel  Choir  of  the  church  were  guest 
singers  for  a  program  at  Jones  Methodist  Church, 
Welsh,  on  Race  Relations  Sunday,  Feb.  8. 

REV.  LEA  JOYNER,  pastor  of  Southside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest  speaker  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  27,  when  the  Men’s  Club 
of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church  observed 
Ladies  Night.  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  is  pastor 
of  the  Jonesboro  Church. 

REV.  WORTH  W.  GIBSON,  pastor  of  Lakewood 
Methodist  Church,  North  Little  Rock,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  taught  the  Laboratory  Course  for  Intermed¬ 
iate  and  Adult  Workers  with  Intermediates,  in 
the  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  Laboratory  School 
Feb.  9-13.  The  school  was  held  at  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  where  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall  is  pastor. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  supper  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  23.  The 
wives  of  the  members  were  invited  guests  at 
the  meeting.  Dr.  Bowdon  talked  about  South 
American  Missions,  and  showed  slides  of  his 
trip  to  Bolivia  and  other  parts  of  South  America. 
Rev.  E.  P.  Drake  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  JAMES  T.  CARL  YON,  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Doctrine  in  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  was  guest 
preacher  at  both  morning  worship  services  of 
the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  8.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  of 
the  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  was  the 
guest  preacher  at  the  evening  worship  service. 
Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is  pastor. 

EV.  C.  L.  ELLIOTT,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  the  speaker  for 
the  monthly  dinner  meeting  of  the  X.Y.Z.  (Ex¬ 
tra  Years  of  Zest)  Club,  Feb.  11,  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  He  used  as  his  sub¬ 
ject,  “God’s  Love.”  Mrs.  O.  B.  Powell  is  president 
of  the  Club.  Birthdays  since  the  last  meeting 
were  honored.  Mr.  Genuchi,  minister  of  music 
for  the  church,  presented  his  handbell  ringers  in 
several  musical  numbers.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr., 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

EV.  DOUGLAS  L.  McGUIRE  of  Mansfield 
will  be  the  visiting  preacher  in  a  series  of 
Evangelism  services  scheduled  to  be  held  in  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church  beginning  Sunday, 
March  1  and  continuing  through  Friday  evening, 
March  6.  Rev.  James  S.  Skinner,  pastor  of  the 
Wesley  Methodist  Church  in  DeRidder  will  have 
charge  of  the  music.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  the 
Rayville  pastor.  Two  services  will  be  held  each 


day  Monday  through  Friday,  at  7:15  a.m.  and 
7:30  p.m. 

HE  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE  of  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  last  week  voted  to  accept  a 
bid  of  $27,800.00  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
parsonage  in  a  fine  wooded  residential  area  in 
the  City.  The  new  parsonage  will  be  a  brick 
three  bedroom  air  conditioned  home  with  a  large 
living  room,  a  study  for  the  minister,  a  family 
activity  and  a  dining  room.  The  construction  is 
to  start  immediately.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
is  the  pastor. 

MUCH  INTEREST  was  shown  in  Arcadia  in 
the  observance  of  World  Day  of  Prayer. 
Plans  were  instituted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Arcadia  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  included  five  denominations  in  the  planning 
and  active  part  of  the  program.  The  observance 
was  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  with  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Madden  as  leader  of  the  program.  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Murphy  is  president  of  the  local  W.S.C.S.,  and 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  of  the  host 
church. 

.  W.  ATKINS,  principal  of  the  Haynesville 
High  School,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Ar¬ 
cadia  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Atkins  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  group  by  Dolph  McCleish,  who 
stated  that  he  needed  no  introduction  to  the 
group  since  Arcadia  claims  him  as  a  native  son. 
He  was  a  teacher  in  the  Arcadia  High  School 
before  going  to  Haynesville.  H.  Y.  Galloway  is 
president  of  the  Club.  Tommy  Hightower,  a 
member  of  the  club  is  the  speaker  for  the  Febru¬ 
ary  meeting.  The  Club  meets  for  a  dinner  served 
by  Mrs.  G.  D.  Watson  before  it  goes  into  the 
business  session  followed  by  the  program.  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
the  St.  Francisville  Methodist  Church,  held 
a  service  for  installation  of  officers  at  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building  on  Sunday,  Jan.  18.  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Watson,  president  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  the  installing  officer  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Loyst  offered  special  music.  Elected 
to  serve  for  the  coming  year  were:  Carolyn  Var¬ 
ner,  president;  Jimmie  Hood,  vice  president; 
Jean  Denham,  secretary-treasurer;  Beryl  Bick- 
ham,  chairman  of  programs;  and  Lou  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Janet  Garrett,  chairmen  of  recreation. 
Mrs.  J.  Boyd  Williams  is  MYF  Counselor.  One 
of  the  worthy  projects  of  the  group  at  this  time 
is  sending  church  literature  to  the  patients  at 
the  East  Louisiana  State  Hospital.  Rev.  Marshall 
C.  Paine  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  AND  MRS.  ARTHUR  HAIR  had  the  Guey- 
dan  Methodist  parsonage  refinished  recently. 
The  guest  bed  room,  the  hall  and  the  den-TV 
room  were  completely  refinished  to  compliment 


the  living  room,  dining  room,  and  kitchen,  that 
was  recently  refinished.  The  church  was  painted 
inside  and  new  opera  seats  installed  in  the  bal¬ 
cony.  Jack,  Allen  D.  and  Will  Martin  placed  new 
pews  in  the  church  in  memory  of  their  mother 
and  father,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Martin,  Sr.  The 
pews  are  Gothic  in  style  and  there  are  Sta-foam 
rubber  cushions  on  each  pew.  The  MYF  had  the 
sanctuary,  chancel  and  stairs  carpeted.  This 
group  paid  for  this  with  money  they  earned  by 
selling  suppers,  fountain  pens  and  other  items. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Stansels’  children,  Susan,  Lin¬ 
da  and  Carl  placed  new  kneeling  pads  and  pulpit 
chair  pads  in  memory  of  their  grandfather,  Mr. 
Burt  Stansel.  Rev.  George  Harkins  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  MEMBERSHIP  CLASS  for  Junior-age 
children  began  Monday,  Feb.  9,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  each  Monday  until  Palm  Sunday  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches.  On  that 
Sunday,  those  children  who  desire  to  make  a 
public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and  whose 
parents  are  in  accord,  will  be  given  the  vows  of 
the  church.  The  Youth  membership  class  will 
be  held  each  Monday  afternoon  in  the  pastor’s 
study.  This  class  is  for  all  young  people  of  high 
school  age.  The  membership  class  for  adults  will 
be  held  each  Sunday  morning  at  9:30,  in  the 
pastor’s  study,  beginning  on  Feb.  15,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  for  four  Sundays.  Subjects  covered  will 
be  “What  it  Means  to  be  a  Christian,”  “The  His¬ 
tory,  Doctrine,  Government,  and  Fields  of  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Methodist  Church.”  The  classes  are 
open  to  church  members  and  to  non-church 
members  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  George  F.  Pearce, 
Jr. 


THE  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Welsh  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  its  service  on  Sunday  night,  Jan.  25, 
during  the  evening  worship  service  of  the  church. 
Miss  Dora  Radake  is  president  of  the  Guild.  The 
pastor  and  his  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don  Risinger 
entertained  the  Chancel  and  Youth  choirs  at  the 
parsonage  following  the  presentation  of  the 
Christmas  Cantata.  Refreshments  were  served  to 
58  guests.  A  Watch-Night  program  was  held  by 
the  MYF  of  the  church.  A  recreation  program 
was  held  in  the  annex  and  communion  was 
served  in  the  Sanctuary.  The  W.S.C.S.  of  the 
church  presented  the  Centenary  Choir  in  a  con¬ 
cert  in  the  Elementary  school  auditorium,  Jan. 
27.  Mrs.  Walter  Hayes  is  president  of  the  W.S.C.S. 
Mrs.  Frank  Harris  was  in  charge  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments,  Mrs.  Ralph  Hayes  was  in  charge  of  the 
ticket  sale,  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Scott  was  in  charge 
of  the  social  time  following  the  Concert. 

PMILY  NIGHT  was  held  at  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  Friday,  Jan.  23.  A  pot- 
luck  supper,  good  fellowship,  book  review  and 
a  sound  color  film  were  enjoyed  by  those  pre¬ 
sent.  The  book,  “Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Ha¬ 
waii”  was  reviewed  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Thompson,  Jr. 
This  annual  event  was  sponsored  by  the  local 
church  Commission  on  Missions,  Walter  Taylor, 
chairman.  Neighborhood  Prayer  Groups  were 
held  in  twelve  homes  for  five  consecutive  Wed¬ 
nesday  evenings  recently.  All  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  were  invited  to  attend. 
Hostesses  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Stodghill, 
Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Ineichen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
L.  Yancey,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Basil  Doles,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Purvis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  L. 
Gates,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  K.  McConnell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Archie  Owen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  Waite, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pete  Mulhern,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  H. 
Cobb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lasley  Richardson.  Rev.  W. 
D.  Boddie  is  pastor  of  the  Rayville  Church. 


THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Welsh,  held  an 
all  day  planning  session  Sat.  Feb.  7  in  the  church 
annex.  There  were  28  young  people  and  4  adult 
advisors  present.  Rev.  Don  Risinger,  pastor,  led 
the  devotional,  after  which  the  Rev.  Charles 
Kennon,  local  Presbyterian  minister,  spoke  on 
“Christian  Witness.”  The  group  then  divided  into 
4  planning  groups,  one  for  each  area  of  work  for 
the  next  quarter,  and  planned  the  programs  for 
this  period.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Fenton  is  the  MYF  Coun¬ 
selor  and  the  other  Adult  Advisors  present  were 
Mrs.  Earl  Shipp,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Donald  Risinger  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Kyle.  Mrs.  Alvin  Scott  and  Mrs.  Pat 
Patterson  served  a  delicious  lunch  at  noon  which 
had  been  prepared  by  members  of  the  W.S.C.S. 
The  youth  returned  to  the  annex  at  7:30  p.m., 
for  a  party  where  they  were  led  in  the  recreation. 
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Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  pastor  of 
The  Carrollton  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  has  been  appointed 
to  serve  as  Worshipful  Grand  Chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  The 
State  Of  Louisiana,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  for  the  next  year. 
He  was  installed  in  this  office  Tues¬ 
day,  Feb.  3rd,  by  Most  Worshipful 
John  F.  Hartmann,  Grand  Master 
cf  Masons  in  Louisiana. 

This  means  Dr.  Bowdon  will  be 
the  chief  spiritual  advisor  of  50,593 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  who  are 
members  of  269  different  lodges  all 
over  the  state.  He  will  lead  all  de¬ 
votional  exercises  and  perform  all 
sacred  functions  at  public  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

As  one  of  his  congregation  pointed 
out — Dr.  Bowdon  now  has  two  con¬ 
gregations;  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church  and  All  Freemasons  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Bowdon  is  presently  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hermitage  Lodge  No.  98, 
F.&A.M.  in  New  Orleans.  He  has 
been  a  mason  for  over  forty  years. 


sissippi,  sister  of  Mrs.  Barksdale. 

Serving  as  general  hostesses  were 
Mrs.  Smith  Moffatt,  Mrs.  Leland 
Shoen,  Mrs.  Leonard  Jeter,  Mrs. 
Alice'  Mae  Campbell,  Mrs.  Albert 
Penny,  Mrs.  Nellie  Rombach,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Lincks,  Mrs.  Ollie  Oswald, 
and  Mrs.  I.  P.  Schuster. 

Pouring  coffee  were  Mrs.  Roy  At¬ 
kins,  Mrs.  Edward  Davidson,  Miss 
Shirley  Penny,  and  Mrs.  Alex  Sonn- 
tag. 

Ladling  the  delicious  punch  were 
Mrs.  Joe  Meyer,  Mrs.  John  Lincks, 
Mrs.  John  Goeddertz,  and  Mrs.  Har¬ 
old  Spaid. 

Among  the  tea  girls  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Misses  Linda  and  Ira  Faye 
Stanley,  Kay  Williams,  Glenna  and 
Peggy  Schoen,  Carol  Ann  Buck, 
Anna  Mae  Campbell,  and  Linda 
Herring. 

Helping  to  register  the  many 
guests  were  the  following  ladies: 
Mrs.  Les  Burtt,  Mrs.  John  Pearce, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Green. 

Extending  courtesies  to  the  many 
visitors  were  Mrs.  Henry  Bernstein, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Buck,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Herring. 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  at  right  above,  minister  of  The  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  Mrs.  Dawson,  center,  were  presented  with  an 
engraved  sterling  silver  water  pitcher  last  Sunday  on  the  occasion  of  his 
fourth  anniversary  as  minister  of  that  Church.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  Dr.  Clayton  Sanders,  at  left  above,  director  of  Agricultural  Extension  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  who  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Pastoral  Relation's 
Committee  of  First  Methodist. 

In  presenting  the  pitcher  for  the  Official  Board  and  the  Woman's  So¬ 
ciety  of,  Christian  Service,  Dr.  Sanders  spoke  of  the  "love,  affection,  and 
esteem"  in  which  the  membership  held  their  pastoral  family.  He  added  that 
as  the  years  go  by,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people  of  First  Methodist  to  com¬ 
plete  a  silver  water  service  for  them  by  the  observance  of  many  more  an¬ 
niversaries. 

In  accepting  the  silver  pitcher  in  the  surprise  presentation.  Dr.  Dawson 
thanked  the  membership  for  their  warm  friendship  and  thoughtfulness  as 
a  minister  and  people  worked  together  to  build  the  Kingdom  of  God.  He 
spoke  of  the  dedication  of  the  men  and  women  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
and  their  fathers  and  mothers  before  them  who  for  125  years  had  made  the 
church  a  Christian  influence  in  the  community  and  in  the  State. 

The  Towle  water  pitcher,  presented  on  a  black  velvet  presentation  tray, 
was  engraved:  "The  Dawsons — Fourth  Anniversary — The  First  Methodist 
Church — Baton  Rouge — 1959." 


Dr.  J.  H.  Bowdon  Is 
Appointed  To  High 
Masonic  Post 


Rev.  E.  J.  Barksdale  and  Mrs.  Barksdale  of  New  Orleans 


Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  is  shown  here 
in  the  apron  he  is  entitled  to  wear  as 
Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
(Photo  by  T.  B.  Waggoner) 


Open  House  Is  Held  at 
Parker  Memorial  Church 

An  Open  House  was  held  at  the 
parsonage  of  Parker  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Barksdale,  Sat¬ 
urday,  January  31st  from  7  p.  m.  to 
9  p.  m. 

Assisting  the  Barksdales  in  the 
receiving  line  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  Barnes,  John  Pearce,  Mrs. 
George  Christoffel,  Leo  Terry,  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Crosby  of  Jackson,  Mis- 


Formal  opening  services  of  the  DeQuincy  Methodist  Church  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  were  held  Sunday,  February  22.  Mrs.  Robert  Glafcke  of  Rosenberg 
Texas  and  the  church  choir  provided  special  music  for  the  occasion. 


Throughout  the  week  special  services  are  being  held  each  day  by  former 
pastors;  Monday,  Rev.  Donald  Hall;  Tuesday,  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  district  super¬ 
intendent;  Wednesday,  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell;  Thursday,  Rev.  C.  W.  Quaid; 
Friday,  Rev.  Otis  Spinks;  and  Saturday,  Rev.  Joe  Shaw.  At  the  evening  service 
on  Sunday,  March  1,  the  First  Methodist  Church  choir  of  Alexandria  will 
present,  "An  Hour  of  Music." 
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Ruston  District 
To  Have  Career 
Clinic,  March  7 

The  Ruston  District  MYF  Chris¬ 
tian  Career  Clinic  will  be  held  Sat¬ 
urday,  March  7,  at  the  Homer  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Registration  will  be¬ 
gin  at  9:30  in  the  morning  and  the 
Clinic  will  close  with  a  special  ser¬ 
vice  of  Worship  at  5:00  p.  m. 

An  added  feature  this  year  will 
be  guidance  in  the  selection  of  a 
College. 

The  purpose  of  this  Clinic  is  to 
acquaint  youth  with  the  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  vocational  choices  offered  by 
the  church  itself,  along  with  the  re¬ 
quirements,  preparation,  opportuni¬ 
ties,  and  needs.  Special  sessions  will 
be  offered  to  present  the  more  ob¬ 
vious  church  related  vocations,  with 
a  special  session  designed  to  ac¬ 
quaint  youth  with  the  less  obvious 
ones,  such  as  teaching,  nursing,  ad¬ 
ministration,  etc.  Each  youth  will 
have  his  or  her  choice  of  any  three 
of  these  sessions. 

There  will  also  be  a  session  for 
Adult  Workers  with  Youth  to  pro¬ 
vide  help  and  guidance  for  their 
key  role  of  counseling  youth  in  the 
selection  of  their  life  work. 

Staff  will  include:  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas,  District  Superintendent, 
Ruston  District;  Miss  Louise  Sharp, 
Conference  Director  of  Youth  Work; 
Rev.  Ewing  T.  Way  land,  Editor  Lou¬ 
isiana  Methodist;  Rev.  Merlin  Mer¬ 
rill,  Pastor  First  Methodist  Church 
Minden;  and  others. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Keener 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  Keener  Sub-district  met  Jan¬ 
uary  26,  1959  at  Lake  Village.  A 
very  interesting  program  on  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  was  presented.  A 
film  was  shown  by  Rev.  Charles 
Ashcraft  and  Maribeth  Pruitt  gave 
her  winning  essay  in  last  year’s 
“Is  Drinking  My  Concern”  essay 
contest. 

During  the  business  meeting  sum¬ 
mer  camps  were  discussed.  Refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  by  the  Lake 
Village  M.Y.F.  The  youth  present 
were  from  Wilmot,  Parkdale,  Ham¬ 
burg,  Crossett,  Eudora,  and  Lake 
Village. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  at  Hamburg.  The  program 
will  be  on  Hendrix  College.  Betsy 
Pylate  is  publicity  chairman  for  the 
Keener  Sub-district. 


New  Orleans 

Miss  Grace  Wasmer  of  the  Delta 
Sub-district  and  Miss  Linda  Van 
Zandt  of  the  North-West  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  and  the  committee  represent¬ 
ing  Outreach  and  Citizenship  have 
decided  that  the  entire  offering  at 
the  Easter  Sunrise  service  will  go 
to  the  Methodist  Alaskan  Universi¬ 
ty- 

Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  New  Orleans 
district  superintendent,  who  is  to 
give  the  Easter  Sunrise  service  ser¬ 
mon,  “I  Want  To  Live.”  He  will  be 
assisted  in  the  service  by  Miss  Susan 
Burton  and  Byron  Wall  members  of 


Lodges  Corner  MYF 
Completes  Study  Of 
North  America 

The  Lodges  Corner  M.Y.F.  closed 
a  four  session  study  on  “North 
American  Neighborhood”  and  “What 
Concerns  Us”  with  a  Mexican  ban¬ 
quet  Sunday  night,  February  1. 

Special  features  of  the  study  were 
a  political  map  of  the  countries,  slide 
pictures  on  Hawaii,  posters,  and  the 
person  telling  about  a  country  plac¬ 
ing  a  red  arrow  to  show  where  that 
country  is. 

Taking  part  in  the  study  were 
Barbara  Reiley,  Francis  Parker,  Sue 
and  Dora  Len  Wilson,  Linda  Young, 
Barbara  Kennedy,  Eddie  Linsden, 
Phyllis,  Judy,  and  Claude  Clark. 
Leader  was  Mrs.  H.  L.  Kennedy, 
secretary  of  Missionary  Education 
and  Service  of  Lodges  Corner  W.S. 
C.S.  Rev.  Claude  Clark  is  pastor  of 
Bayou  Meto-Lodges  Corner  Circuit 
and  assisted  in  closing  discussions. 


Intermediate  Campers 
To  Explore  Growth 

Exploration  of  a  new  area  of 
Christian  growth  each  day  will  be 
the  aim  during  discussion  periods  of 
the  1959  Christian  Adventure 
Camps.  Camp  directors  will  find 
suggestions  and  outlines  for  seven 
discussions  in  the  second  part  of 
their  1959  Manual  for  Intermediate 
Camp-Conference  Programs. 

One  free  copy  of  the  manual  is 
given  to  each  camp  director;  addi¬ 
tional  copies  are  10  cents  each.  The 
manuals  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Youth  Department,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


Young  Adult 
Manual  Revised 

Rev.  Allen  J.  Moore  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  of  the  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation’s  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  has  announced  the  revision 
of  the  manual  The  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Young  Adults  (4600-BC)  by 
its  author,  Rev.  Robert  S.  Clem¬ 
mons.  Mr.  Clemmons  for  many 
years  was  responsible  for  young 
adult  wo’rk  in  The  Methodist  Church 
and  is  now  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults. 

“This  is  the  basic  guide  for  young 
adult  work  in  the  local  church,” 
Mr.  Moore  states. 

The  manual  has  been  enlarged  by 
the  inclusion  of  a  new  biobliography 
and  list  of  resources.  The  Christian 
Education  of  Young  Adults  sells  for 
35  cents  and  can  be  ordered  from 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
serving  you. 


the  New  Orleans  district  M.Y.F., 
sponsor  of  the  service. 

Mrs.  Irma  Rosentreter,  secretary 
of  youth  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  Al¬ 
giers  Methodist  Church,  headed  a 
committee  which  gave  a  dinner, 
February  22,  for  the  members  of 
the  Sunrise  Service  committee.  Rev. 
John  T.  Redmond  was  host  pastor. 

After  dinner  the  committees  re¬ 
ported  on  their  programs  and  com¬ 
pleted  plans  for  the  service  to  be 
held  in  New  Orleans  City  Park, 
Easter  at  6:30  a.  m. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Courageous  Witness 

Death  came  recently  to  one  of  the 
courageous  heroes  of  the  Christian 
faith  who  led  his  nation’s  spiritual 
defiance  to  all  that  Adolf  Hitler  and 
the  Nazi  movement  stood  for.  He 
was  Bishop  Eivind  Berggrav  of  Os¬ 
lo,  Norway. 

When  the  Nazis  invaded  Norway 
in  1940,  Bishop  Berggrav  was  the 
leader  of  the '  church  forces  in  the 
nation’s  capitol.  He  took  a  firm 
stand  on  Christian  principles  or  his 
own  religious  integrity.  It  was  in¬ 
evitable  that  he  should  come  into 
conflict  with  the  occupation  author¬ 
ities — because  of  his  position  and 
because  of  his  fearless  statements 
concerning  the  purity  of  the  faith 
and  the  demand  of  his  fellow  pas¬ 
tors  that  they  not  make  compromise 
with  the  Nazis. 

In  the  winter  of  1941,  Bishop 
Berggrav  was  summoned  to  the 
royal  palace  to  face  the  puppet  Nazi 
president  of  Norway,  Vidkun  Quis¬ 
ling.  He  charged  him  among  other 
things,  with  refusing  to  endorse  at¬ 
tempts  to  recruit  Norwegians  to 
fight  with  the  Germans  against  Rus¬ 
sia.  The  Bishop  was  unyielding  in 
the  face  of  Quisling’s  demands,  and 
the  Nazi  puppet  became  furious. 
Finally  he  screamed  at  the  poised 
churchman,  “You  triple  traitor! 
You  deserve  to  have  your  head 
chopped  off.”  “W  e  1 1,”  came  the 
bishop’s  answer,  “here  I  am.” 

In  February,  1942,  Berggrav  was 
forced  to  resign  his  Oslo  post.  Two 
months  later  the  Nazi  forces  arrest¬ 
ed  him  and  interned  him  in  the 
Bretvedt  concentration  camp  near 
Oslo.  Later  he  was  released  from 
the  camp — reputedly  on  Adolf  Hit¬ 
ler’s  orders — and  confined  in  a  sum¬ 
mer  cottage  at  Asker.  Here  he  was 
guarded  by  20  men  and  the  grounds 
were  surrounded  by  barbed  wire. 
No  one  was  permitted  to  see  the 
Bishop  except  his  servants  and  near¬ 
est  relatives.  He  was  confined  to  an 
area  of  500  square  yards  around 
the  cottage. 

The  Norwegian  underground 
managed  to  arrange  for  his  atten¬ 
dance  at  weekly  meetings  at  the 
church  underground  headquarters — 
a  stone’s  throw  from  Nazi  head¬ 
quarters.  This  had  all  the  cloak- 
and-dagger  aspects  of  false  black 
beard,  spectacles,  and  the  bishop 
riding  a  motorcycle  into  the  city 
and  back!  In  this  fashion  Bishop 
Berggrave  directed  the  activities  of 
the  church  after  the  great  majority 
of  the  Church’s  more  than  800  state- 
supported  pastors  had  resigned  at 
one  stroke  to  set  their  Church  free. 

Bishop  Berggrav  was  released 
April  17,  1945,  and  returned  to  his 
post  in  Oslo.  It  was  here  just  two 
years  later  that  I  met  this  man 
whose  name  by  then  was  legendary 
across  Christendom.  We  were  at  the 
World  Conference  o  f  Christian 
Youth  in  Oslo  and  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  in  the  cathedral, 
made  famous  by  his  courageous  wit¬ 
ness.  What  a  marvelous  experience 
it  was  for  youth  to  hear  and  greet 
a  man  who  symbolizes  the  courage 
of  a  vital  faith,  and  the  willingness 
to  stand  up  and  be  counted  for 
Christ.  That  is  a  continued  influ¬ 
ence  on  this  former  youth! 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Lecompte 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lecompte,  La.,  held  its  annual 
Sweetheart  banquet  February  4.  The 
following  seniors  were  honored: 
Nell  Rose  Chop,  Herman  Chop,  Ken¬ 
ny  De  Ville,  La  Juan  Dyer,  Lyle 
Dyer,  Norman  Hoyt,  Ora  Anne  Mc¬ 
Kenzie  and  Sally  Will  Watson. 

The  colors  red  and  white  were 
carried  throughout  the  hall.  The 
tables  were  decorated  in  red  hearts 
and  candles.  Each  girl  found  a  red 
camellia  by  her  place  card. 

After  a  delicious  salad  plate  was 
served  the  following  program  was 
enjoyed:  Invocation,  Rev.  Frank  M 
Stage;  “A  Hearty  Welcome”  by  Ron¬ 
nie  Grant;  Claudia  Roby  gave  the 
“Heart-felt  Response,”  Mrs.  Chris¬ 
tine  Dowling  M.Y.F.  advisor  spoke 
on  “The  God  Centered,  Inquiring 
Mind,”;  Emily  Scarbrock  gave  the 
Senior  Will;  Miss  Faye  White  played 
a  group  of  Waltzes.  Sally  Will  Wat¬ 
son,  toastmistress,  introduced  the 
guest  speaker  Mr.  Charles  Cantrell, 
youth  director  at  the  Pineville 
church.  He  spoke  on  “Meeting  the 
Outside  World.”  The  entire  group 
participated  in  singing  “Songs  of 
the  Heart”  with  Ora  Ann  McKenzie 
at  the  piano. 


Shreveport 

A  planning  retreat  was  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  7  and  8  at  Caney  Lake  by  the 
Senior  MYF  Council  of  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  A 
thorough  briefing  on  the  total  MYE 
program  was  given  by  Joyce  Mikes- 
ka,  MYF  president,  Judy  Nicholas, 
Sally  Givens,  Linda  Conly,  Sally 
Weigle,  Bill  Hunter,  Randy  James, 
Bob  Young  and  Edward  Price. 

Highlighting  Saturday’s  activities 
was  an  original  skit,  starring  its 
authors  —  John  Carpenter,  Bill 
Hunter,  Jack  Gray  and  Allen  Shaf¬ 
fer. 

Actual  program  planning,  recrea¬ 
tion  directed  by  Carol  Givens,  and 
devotionals  given  by  John  Broadns 
and  Peggy  Grant  all  helped  to  make 
a  most  successful  planning  retreat. 
Other  youth  participating  were: 
Jane  Hammett,  Clowe  Wright,  Pam 
Vollmer,  Julia  King,  Annette  Wim¬ 
berly,  Bob  G  a  y  n  o  r,  Bill  Pampe, 
Linda  King,  John  Watson  and  Son¬ 
ny  Brown. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Religious  Education  at  Broad¬ 
moor  was  a  special  guest  of  the 
group.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travis  Lee  De- 
Freese,  counselors,  and  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Stephanie,  also  accompanied  the 
group.  The  Rev.  George  Harbuck 
is  pastor  of  Broadmoor. 


Eunice 

The  following  young  people  will 
serve  as  M.Y.F.  officers  at  the  Eu¬ 
nice,  La.,  Church:  President,  Wayne 
Broussard;  Vice-President,  Dorine 
Johnson;  Secretary,  Cynthia  Fink: 
Treasurer,  Sue  Guillory;  Reported 
John  Allen  Young;  program  com¬ 
mittee,  Gene  May  and  Florine  John¬ 
son;  recreation  committee,  Margare 
Derbes  and  Paul  Hollis;  and  His¬ 
torian,  Mary  Carlin.” 
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WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  • 

ARKANSAS.  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Jonesboro  To  Entertain  N.  Ark.  Women 


Louisiana  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
Of  Christian  Service 


First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  March  4-6 
Program  Highlights 
"Immortal  Tidings  in  Mortal  Hands" 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  4 

10-12:00  Registration  of  Delegates;  Coffee  Corner,  Courtesy  Baton  Rouge  Churches 
Conference  Committee  Meetings 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

2:00  p.m.  Convening  the  Nineteen  Annual  Meeting  . Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick 

“Dedication  of  a  Missionary  Candle’’  . Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton 

Order  of  Business 
Introduction  of  Workers 

Conference  Officers’  Report:  "Until  True  Wisdom  from  Above  Shall  Make 
Life’s  Pathway  Clear” — Mrs.  P.  W.  Pomeroy,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert,  Mrs. 
C.  R.  McCammon,  and  Mrs.  Wideman-  Watson. 

6:00  p.m.  Dinner  Honoring  Youth,  First  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  McCammon,  presiding 
Miss  Fae  Daves  and  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  speakers 

EVENING  SESSION 

7:45  p.m.  “Telling  the  Tidings  Today”  . Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  5 
MORNING  SESSION 

8:45-10:15  Clinics  conducted  by  conference  officers 

10:15  a.m.  Conference  Officers  reports:  Help  Us  to  Spread  Thy  Gracious  Reign  Till 
Greed  and  Hate  Shall  Cease.”  Mrs.  Robley  Davis,  Mrs.  C.  B.  McKeown, 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron,  Miss  Lucile  Colony,  and  Mrs. 
A.  R.  Marquardt. 

12:30  Luncheon,  First  Methodist  Church 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

1:45  p.m.  Christian  Social  Relations  . Mrs.  M.  R.  Tatum 

Drama :  To  Speak  and  Act  Boldly 

Pledge  Service  . Mrs.  J.  H.  McSween 

6:00  p.m.  Dinner  Honoring  district  officers,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Coopender,  presiding 
Mrs.  Glen  Laskey,  speaker 

EVENING  SESSION 

7 :45  p.m.  "To  Call  to  Witness  and  Decision”  . Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith 

The  Holy  Communion 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  6 

8:30  p.m.  Conference  officers  reports:  "Inspire  Thy  Heralds  of  Good  News  To  Lift 
Thy  Life  Divine” 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Tebow,  Mrs.  Charles  Giessen,  Miss  Sue  Batton,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton 
Panel:  The  Church’s  Ministry  to  Today’s  Children:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates,  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Charles  Learner,  Mrs.  Walter  McLean,  Jr. 

Address  . Mrs.  Carl  Brunson 

Order  of  Business 

Noon-Day  Worship:  "And  the  World  Became  Flesh — in  Me” 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Marquardt 

12 :00  Buffet  Luncheon,  courtesy  Baton  Rouge  Churches 


MISS  MARY  LOU  BOND 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  will  be  held  March  Il¬ 
ls  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Jonesboro.  The  five  Jonesboro  and 
Nettleton  Churches  are  cooperating 
in  the  arrangements.  Mrs.  J.  T.  Alt¬ 
man  of  Jonesboro  is  registration 
chairman. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  is  “In 
Tune  With  God,’’  and  the  theme 
hymn  is  “Joy  to  the  World.”  The 
meeting  will  convene  at  1:45  p.m., 
Wednesday  with  the  opening  wor¬ 
ship  led  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright, 
conference  secretary  of  Spiritual 
Life,  who  will  also  direct  the  “In 
Memoriam”  Service.  Communion 
will  be  served  by  the  Jonesboro 
Methodist  ministers. 

Following  the  routine  business 
session,  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  presi¬ 
dent,  will  introduce  special  visitors 
and  guests,  and  the  local  committees 
will  be 'presented. 

A  feature  of  the  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning  program  will  be  an  address  by 
Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington,  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  treasurer,  of  York, 
Nebraska,  whose  subject  is  “I  Pledge 
•  .  .”  Her  address  will  be  followed 
by  the  Annual  Pledge  Service  di- 

LR  Guild  To 
Meet  At  P.  Hgts. 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  March  14  and  15  at 
the  Pulaski  Heights  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock. 

Registration  will  start  at  1  p.  m. 
March  14  at  the  church.  At  2:00 
P-  m.  the  first  session  will  begin. 

Hotel  reservations  should  be  made 
directly  with  the  Hotel  Lafayette  in 
Little  Rock  as  they  have  been  con¬ 
tacted  and  will  be  expecting  reser¬ 
vations.  There  will  be  a  Guild  In¬ 
formation  Desk  at  the  hotel  for  your 
convenience  in  making  arrange¬ 
ments  for  transportation  and  other 
needs. 

For  further  information  contact 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Bone,  2421  West  13th 
Street,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 


DR.  IRMA  HIGHBAUGH 


rected  by  Mrs.  William  Hall  of 
Widener,  conference  treasurer,  and 
assisted  by  the  eight  district  treas¬ 
urers,  Mrs.  Ben  Jernigan  of  Bates- 
ville;  Mrs.  Pryor  Cruse  of  Morrilton; 
Mrs.  Russell  Broyles  of  Farmington; 
Mrs.  Chris  Traicoff  of  Marianna; 
Mrs.  G.  A.  McKee  of  Fort  Smith; 
Mrs.  Claud  Heeb  of  Harrisburg; 
Mrs.  Ben  DeVoll  of  Paragould;  and 
Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett  of  Beebe. 

Thursday  morning  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  all  conference 
officers  to  have  breakfast  with  their 
respective  district  officers. 

The  morning  session  will  open  at 
8:45  with  Mrs.  Fulbright’s  worship 
service.  On  this  section  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  the  Conference’s  special  fea¬ 
ture  —  the  Special  Membership 
March  —  will  be  directed  by  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Cooley,  jurisdiction  secretary 
of  Literature  and  Publications,  and 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Richard  Steel,  con¬ 
ference  recording  secretary.  Names 
of  persons  honored  with  special 
memberships  will  be  announced  at 
this  time.  Each  district  treasurer  has 
charge  of  preliminary  arrangements 
for  the  march. 

Dr.  Irma  Highbaugh  of  Coffey- 
ville,  Kansas,  will  address  the  con¬ 
ference  at  this  time,  substituting  for 
Mrs.  Harold  Soulen,  who  will  be 
unable  to  attend  because  of  illness 
in  the  family.  Dr.  Highbaugh  en¬ 
deared  herself  to  the  conference  at 
the  1958  School  of  Missions. 

The  Thursday  afternoon  program 
will  be  highlighted  by  reports  of 
the  Conference  officers  and  the  Dea¬ 
coness  Hour  which  will  include  talks 
by  the  two  rural  workers  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  Miss  Iris  Bell  of  Imboden 
and  Miss  Mary  Chaffin  of  St.  Paul, 
and  an  address  by  Miss  Mary  Lou 
Bond,  head  resident  of  the  Bethle¬ 
hem  Center  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

A  tea  will  be  held  at  the  new 
Methodist  Student  Center  by  Arkan¬ 
sas  State  College,  from  4  until  5 
p.m. 

Giving  further  emphasis  to  the 
Youth  Work  will  be  the  evening’s 
program  which  is  to  be  participated 
in  by  a  large  number  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  area.  A  choral  group 
from  the  college  will  give  a  musical 
program,  and  an  address  by  Dr. 


MRS.  W.  F.  BATES 


Highbaugh  will  close  the  evening 
service. 

The  closing  session  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  Friday  morning,  and 
will  include  a  worship  service  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Fulbright;  an  address 
by  Mrs.  Harrington  on  the  theme 
“And  they  departed  to  their  own 
country  another  way;”  and  a  dedi¬ 
cation  service  led  by  Mrs.  W.  F. 


Mrs.  W.  F..  Bates  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  will  lead  a  panel 
discussion  at  the  Friday  morning 
session  of  Louisiana  Conference  on 
“The  Church’s  Ministry  to  Today’s 
Children.”  Mrs.  Bates  has  taught  in 
the  training  program  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  over  twenty  years. 
For  twelve  years  she  was  director 
of  children’s  work  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference.  She  served  for  a  quad- 
rennium  on  the  Interboard  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Missionary  Education.  At  pre¬ 
sent  she  is  jurisdiction  secretary  of 
Children’s  Work. 


Bates  of  North  Little  Rock,  jurisdic¬ 
tion  secretary  of  children’s  work. 

The  Program  Committee  for  the 
Annual  Meeting  included  Miss  Mil¬ 
dred  Osment,  Jonesboro,  chairman; 
Mrs.  Hubert  Pearce,  Wynne,  Mrs. 
Richard  Steel,  Conway;  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Fulbright,  Searcy;  Mrs.  Elmus 
Brown,  Hughes;  and  Mrs.  Jessie  Gil¬ 
strap,  Bentonville. 
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Adult  Education 
Studies  To  Be 
Offered  This  Year 

During  the  1959  summer  months 
the  Bureau  of  Studies  in  Adult  Ed¬ 
ucation  will  offer  a  wide  variety  of 
opportunities  for  study  and  training 
in  adult  education.  Included  in  the 
offerings  will  be  graduate  courses 
in  adult  education  and  adult  educa¬ 
tion  institutes.  The  courses  and  in¬ 
stitutes  will  be  conducted  at  Indi¬ 
ana  University,  Bloomington,  by 
faculty  of  the  Bureau  of  Studies  in 
Adult  Education. 

Graduate  courses  are  planned  to 
provide  advanced  study  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  students  of  many  education¬ 
al  or  occupational  backgrounds. 
Among  the  graduate  courses  to  be 
offered  in  the  Indiana  University 
1959  Summer  Session  are:  “The 
Democratic  Idea  and  Adult  Educa¬ 
tion,”  “Survey  of  Adult  Education,” 
and  “The  Teaching-Learning  Pro¬ 
cess  in  Adult  Education.” 

Adult  education  institutes  pro¬ 
vide  training  for  professional  and 
lay  leaders  concerned  with  adult 
education. 

For  further  information  concern¬ 
ing  graduate  courses  in  adult  edu¬ 
cation  or  adult  education  institutes 
write:  Director,  Bureau  of  Studies 
in  Adult  Education,  Box  42,  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Indiana. 

School  Of  Missions 
Is  Held  At  First 
Church,  Berryville 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  Ber¬ 
ryville,  Arkansas,  completed  its 
second  annual  Church-wide  School 
of  Missions  on  December  7,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  45.  The 
school  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Missions,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Taylor.  “Meth¬ 
odism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii”  was 
the  title  of  the  course.  Six  Sunday 
evenings  were  used  for  the  study, 
and  the  textbook  was  reviewed  by 
the  following  church  leaders:  Mrs. 
Taylor,  J.  Neff  Hammons,  Ray  O. 
Beck,  A.  T.  Shuller,  H.  A.  Schoep- 
pel,  Edward  Pharis,  Mrs.  Ray  Bick¬ 
ford,  Mrs.  Herman  Remple,  Mrs. 
Zella  Kean,  and  Rev.  Pharis  Holi- 
field.  Mrs.  Jim  Trimble,  wife  of 
Congressman  Trimble,  gave  a  spe¬ 
cial  report  on  her  travels  in  Alaska; 
and  Mrs.  Floyd  Wright,  who  lived 
for  some  time  in  Alaska,  told  of  her 
observations  there.  A  special  fea¬ 
ture  was  the  Alaska  Museum  dis¬ 
playing  articles  from  Alaska  and 
the  Hawaiian  Supper  which  turned 
out  to  be  a  welcome  supper  for  new 
members  received  during  the  last 
year.  The  supper  was  planned  and 
served  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Schoeppel, 
Mrs.  Fred  Boyer,  and  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Shuller.  Miss  Patricia  Stafford 
furnished  special  music,  and  several 
films  and  filmstrips  were  shown  by 
Roy  McClelland.  These  included: 
filmstrips  on  Alaska  and  Hawaii, 
and  the  color  film,  “Hawaii,  Cross¬ 
roads  of  the  Pacific.” 


Little  Rock  Conference 
Vacation  Church  School 
Texts  Are  Now  Available 

Vacation  Church  School  text¬ 
books  for  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  should  be  ordered  at 
least  two  months  prior  to  the 
school.  Now  is  not  too  soon. 
This  will  give  the  teachers  plenty 
of  time  to  study  the  textbooks 
and  to  make  plans  for  the  school. 

The  Vacation  Church  School 
groups  and  the  approved  texts 
are  Nursery,  “Summer  With 
Nursery  Children”;  Kindergarten, 
“God  and  His  World”;  Primary, 
“The  Earth  Is  Full  of  His  Rich¬ 
es”;  and  Junior,  “Finding  God 
Through  Work  and  Worship.” 
These  textbooks  are  available 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  201  Eighth  Ave.,  South, 
Nashville  3,  Tenn. 


Augusta  Church 
Completes  Missions 
Study  Program 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Augusta,  Arkansas,  concluded  a 
“Month  of  Missions”  which  was 
held  during  the  four  Sunday  eve¬ 
nings  of  January.  Featured  each 
evening  was  a  mission  speaker  or 
film  during  the  5:30  p.m.  worship 
service,  a  Fellowship  Supper  at 
6:30  p.m.,  and  group  activities  for 
all  ages  at  7:30  p.m. 

Alvin  Murray,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Searcy,  was  the 
speaker  for  Sunday,  January  4. 
Rev.  Maurice  Lanier,  pastor  of  The 


Grand  Avenue  Church  In  Hot  Springs 
Completes  Church-Wide  Missions  Study 

Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  has  just 
completed  a  Church-wide  Study  on  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Mexico  and  Canada. 
The  study  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alfred  I.  Doss,  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Edwards,  Educational 
Assistant.  The  first  meeting  was  a  pot-luck  supper  on  Wednesday  evening, 
January  7,  at  which  time  Mrs.  William  A.  Woodcock,  spoke  on  her  hus¬ 
band’s  work  as  a  doctor  in  Nome,  Alaska.  Dr.  Woodcock  spent  16  months 
on  the  staff  of  the  Maynard  McDougal  Memorial  Hospital  in  Nome,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Mission  Board  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Woodcock 
illustrated  her  talk  with  slides,  maps  and  charts  of  the  area. 

On  January  11,  Bob  Simpson,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  World 
Peace,  led  the  program  on  Hawaii,  with  Dr.  Fred  Harrison,  pastor  of  First 


Methodist  Church,  Bald  Knob,  spoke 
for  the  service  January  18.  The 
films,  “Alaska,  A  World  to  be  Won” 
and,  “Hawaii,  Crossroads  of  the 
Pacific”  were  shown. 

Among  the  group  activities  for 
adults  was  the  mission  study, 
“Methodism  in  Hawaii  and  Alaska,” 
taught  by  Rev.  Samuel  Auslam. 
Other  activities  included  mission 
studies  for  Kindergarten,  Primary, 
Junior,  and  Youth  Departments. 

In  a  statement  of  purpose,  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Auslam, 
said:  “The  month  of  missions  was 
more  than  a  school  of  missions.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  enlist  the  entire 
church  membership  for  a  given  pe¬ 
riod  in  an  intensive  study  of  the 
missionary  program  of  the  church. 
It  was  more  than  a  study  group  or 
a  class.  It  was  an  effort  to  reach 
the  mind  and  spirit  of  the  entire 
congregation  and  to  keep  the  church 
informed  about  missionary  progress, 
missionary  needs,  and  missionary 
opportunities.” 

The  church  plans  to  make  the 
missionary  effort  an  annual  pro¬ 
gram. 


Methodist  Church  as  guest  speaker. 
Dr.  Harrison  illustrated  his  talk 
with  films  made  while  he  and  Mrs. 
Harrison  were  recently  on  a  visit  to 
Hawaii. 

Mrs.  Wilkes  Crume  and  Mrs. 
Kent  Miller  were  guest  speakers  on 
January  13,  and  spoke  on  Mexico. 
Mrs.  Crume  has  traveled  extensive¬ 
ly  in  Mexico  and  has  made  a  study 
of  it’s  history,  culture  and  arts. 
Mrs.  Miller  spoke  on  the  Holding 
Institute  in  Lorado,  Texas,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  private  school,  which  she  at¬ 
tended  while  living  in  Lorado. 

On  January  25,  S.  H.  Allman, 
teacher  of  the  Allman  Bible  Class 
led  a  panel  discussion  on  “Religious 
Trends,”  with  Mrs.  Jeff  Davis,  Mr. 
R.  L.  Coombe  and  Mrs.  Clarence 
Allen,  participating.  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Allman  spoke  on  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  where 
she  and  Mr.  Allman  have  frequent¬ 
ly  visited.  James  Clark,  adult  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Sunday  School,  in¬ 
troduced  the  speakers. 

Mrs.  Robert  Simpson  and  Mrs. 
Stuart  Moore  were  teachers  for  the 
Kindergarten.  Primary  teachers 
were  Mrs.  Joe  Dugan  and  Mrs.  H 
E.  Harwell.  Junior  department  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  C.  Hines  and  Mrs. 
Ben  Quartermous.  These  depart¬ 
ments  all  studied  Alaska.  Rev.  Al¬ 
fred  I.  Doss  is  pastor  of  Grand 
Avenue.  There  was  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  126  each  session. 


Little  Rock  Conference  Recreation  Workshop 

For  Older  Youth  and  12th  Grade  Seniors 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  MALVERN,  ARK,  MARCH  13-14 

Starts  6:00  p.m.  March  13— Closes  4:00  p.m.  March  14 

Courses  Include: 

•  FOLK  GAMES  •  •  DRAMA#  •CRAFTS# 

•  PARTY  GAMES#  #“HOW  TO”  Philosophy#  •  MUSIC  • 

★  WHAT  TO  BRING:  Bedroll,  Pillow,  Towel,  Toilet  Articles,  Pencil,  Notebook  and  Any 
Resources  You  Wish  To  Share. 


Send  $1  Pre-registration  Fee  To:  John  Hassler,  1723  Broadway,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Name  . Mailing  Address 

College  . High  School 


Local  Church  , . 

In  Case  of  Emergency  Notify . 

★  Be  Sure  To  Register  Early  ★ 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Unique  Call 


This  article  was  delivered  as  an  address  ai  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  Wesley  Society  at  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Village.  Arkansas.  The  writer.  Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison,  is  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs. 


BY  FRED  R.  HARRISON 


The  Christian  Ministry  and 


AS  I  begin  this  paper,  several 
suggestive  and  meaningful 
passages  of  Scripture  come 
to  mind: 

“And  one  does  not  take  the  (this, 
KJV)  honor  upon  himself,  but  he  is 
called  by  God  just  as  Aaron  was.” 
Hebrews  5:4  (RSV) 

“Whereof  I  was  made  a  minister, 
according  to  the  gift  of  the  grace  of 
God  given  unto  me  by  the  effectual 
working  of  His  power.”  Ephesians 
3:7 

“How  shall  they  preach  except 
they  be  sent?”  Romans  10:15 

I.  What  Do  We  Mean  By  A  Call? 

The  central  principle  of  the  Ref¬ 
ormation  was  “the  priesthood  of  all 
believers.”  That  is,  every  Christian 
has  a  right  to  come  directly  to  God, 
to  be  his  own  priest,  to  read  the 
Scriptures  for  himself  and,  there¬ 
fore,  not  be  dependent  upon  a  min¬ 
ister  and  not  upon  a  Church  for  his 
salvation.  The  corollary  of  this 
principle  was  “the  sacredness  of  all 
work.”  This  wiped  out  the  line  of 
cleavage  between  the  clergy  and 
the  laity.  Both  might  serve  God 
through  the  day’s  work. 

Thus  we  believe  that  we  are  co¬ 
workers  with  God  in  such  a  way 
that  our  efforts  joined  with  His 
serve  the  same  end  of  redeeming 
the  world  and  establishing  the 
Kingdom.  “My  Father  worketh 
hitherto,  and  I  work.”  (John  5:17) 
Thus  we  have  recognized  that  every 
form  of  useful  work  is  potentially 
a  Christian  vocation.  Thus  every 
man’s  work  should  be  a  Divine 
calling.  Martin  Luther  said  it  viv¬ 
idly:  “The  shoemaker  who  soles  the 
shoes  of  the  Pope  is  as  important  as 
the  Pope  who  saves  the  soul  of  the 
shoemaker.” 

And  so  we  think  of  two  practical 
tests  in  considering  a  philosophy  of 
Christian  vocation.  First,  work,  if 
it  is  to  be  Christian,  must  minister 
to  the  genuine  needs  of  persons. 
And  second,  work  should  not  deny 
or  frustrate  the  personality  of  the 
worker  in  the  processes  of  work; 
nor  the  personality  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  who  receives  the  product  of 
work.  In  other  words,  work  ought 


not  violate  the  growth  of  person¬ 
ality. 

The  test  of  a  “call”  to  religious 
work  is:  (a)  what  it  reveals  to  the 
person  who  has  the  call  about  him¬ 
self,  and  (b)  what  it  reveals  about 
his  conception  of  and  relation  to 
the  God  who  calls.  The  validity  of 
the  call  rests  entirely  on  what  the 
person  does  after  he  has  had  the 
call;  the  fruits  of  the  experience; 
and  his  capacity  to  love  and  his 
capacity  to  give  himself.  In  view 
of  this  our  problem  is  to  distinguish 
between  the  call  to  enter  all  Church 
vocations  and  the  call  to  enter  the 
ministry. 

Thus  we  believe  that  God  calls 
persons  into  a  variety  of  Church- 
related  vocations,  but  we  need  to 
consider  further  the  relationship  of 
this  call  to  the  ministry. 

II.  The  Uniqueness  of  The  Call  to 
The  Ministry: 

As  we  consider  the  uniqueness 
of  the  call  to  the  ministry  we  must 
realize  the  importance  of  the  test 
of  objectivity  to  validate  it.  By 
objectivity  is  meant  “a  cool  and 
honest  evaluation  of  the  facts  of 
what  is  to  be  done  and  of  one’s  self 
as  the  doer.”  John  R.  Mott  has 
given  one  of  the  best  definitions  of 
“the  call”  when  he  said  it  is  “a  need 
known  and  the  capacity  to  meet 
that  need.” 

Dr.  Ralph  A.  Felton,  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Rural  Church, 
Drew  Theological  Seminary,  a  few 
years  ago,  made  a  study  of  1,978 
ministerial  students  to  determine 
the  factors  which  influence  men  to 
enter  the  ministry.  A  total  of  1,704 
gave  their  reasons  for  entering  the 
ministry.  The  composite  scores  &nd 
percentages  were  tabulated  and  the 
results  are  shown  below: 

Reasons  for  enlering  the  ministry: 

List  of  reasons  Percentage 

1 —  Definite  call  of  God .  38.0 

2 —  Need  of  men  and  society 

for  Christ  .  31.1 

3 —  To  serve  mankind  .  26.0 

4 —  Some  special  event,  such 

as  illness  or  danger .  1.7 

These  figures  might  be  used  to 
uphold  the  conviction  that  God  does 


call  certain  men  into  the  ministry. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  we  as  min¬ 
isters  have  a  corner  on  God’s  call. 
There  is  a  sense  in  which  every 
honest  occupation  is  a  “calling  of 
God.”  Our  talents  and  abilities 
vary  and  we  are  fitted  to  do  one 
thing  better  than  some  others. 
However,  experience  seems  to  show 
that  most  people  who  are  successful 
in  one  field  might  be  able  to  do 
well  in  other  fields. 

However,  we  feel  that  the  person, 
man  or  woman,  who  feels  impelled 
to  serve  God  in  the  ministry  has  a 
call  that  is  different  from  the  one 
received  by  people  who  go  into 
other  Church-related  vocatioons. 

Dr.  Clovis  Chappell,  in  “Anointed 
to  Preach,”  page  25,  gives  two  reas¬ 
ons  for  God’s  call  to  persons  to  en¬ 
ter  the  ministry.  First,  God  calls 
certain  persons  to  be  His  spokes¬ 
men  because,  knowing  them  and 
knowing  the  world  of  which  they 
are  a  part,  He  knows  that  they  can 
do  something  for  Him  that  no  one 
else  can  do.  In  spite  of  limitations 
and  handicaps,  God  calls  persons, 
certain  persons,  because  He  knows 
that  they  can  do  something  for  Him 
that  no  one  else  can  do.  Second, 
God  calls  men  to  preach  because 
they  need  such  a  call  to  know  what 
they  ought  to  do.  They  need  such 
a  call  to  give  them  sufficient  daring 
to  take  upon  themselves  this  diffi¬ 
cult  task. 

The  uniqueness  of  the  call  to  the 
ministry  is  vividly  expressed  by 
the  late  Dr.  Peter  Marshall,  who 
described  this  call  as  “a  tap  on  the 
shoulder.”  Here  are  his  words:  “The 
preacher  is  conscious  of  being 
called  as  we  say.  And  that  means 
that  he  is  responding  to  an  inward 
urge  that  could  not  be  resisted — 
an  urge  that  grew  out  of  a  provi¬ 
dential  arrangement  of  his  life  and 
his  circumstances  to  the  great  end 
that  he  should  become  an  ambassa¬ 
dor  of  the  Chief — an  urge  that  grew 
into  a  conviction  that  only  by  obey¬ 
ing  could  he  ever  find  that  joy  and 
satisfaction  of  a  life  lived  according 
to  the  plan  of  God.”  (“Mr.  Jones, 
Meet  The  Master”) 

This  conviction  of  duty  to  preach 
must  not  only  be  definite,  but  abid¬ 
ing.  It  must  be  a  conviction  that 
we  cannot  get  rid  of,  that  comes  to 
us  in  our  best  moments,  that  whis¬ 
pers  when  we  are  least  expecting 
it,  that  meets  us  at  every  turn  of 
life,  and  that  especially  comes  to 
us  when  we  are  alone,  and  becomes 
more  and  more  mandatory  the 
more  we  resist  it.  There  are  those 
who  consider  Paul’s  call  to  serve 
Christ  as  a  minister  as  sudden  and 
spectacular.  However,  it  seems  to 
many  of  us  that  the  incident  of 
Paul’s  conversion  (and  formal  call) 
as  he  journeyed  _  to  Damascus  was 
the  culmination  of  a  long  process 
of  grace  in  his  soul.  Doubtless  the 
prayers  and  the  attitude  of  forgive¬ 
ness  of  Stephen  made  a  contribution 
to  Paul’s  call. 

III.  Whal  Makes  This  Call  Unique? 

If  one  is  truly  called  to  preach 
and  accepts  that  call  there  comes  a 
sense  of  satisfaction  and  peace.  If 
one  is  truly  called  to  preach,  one 
will  have  the  “peace  that  passeth 
all  understanding.”  And  this  peace 
will  be  needed  as  you  go  along  in 
the  days  of  your  active  ministry. 
You  will  need  this  inner  strength. 
No  dungeon  door  may  grate  on  its 
hinges  to  shut  you  in;  no  scourge 
may  cut  your  back.  But  trials  will 
come  so  severely  that  only  the 


“peace”  that  no  man  can  take  from 
you  will  undergird  you  in  the  midst 
of  the  times  “that  try  men’s  souls.” 
Of  further  evidence  of  the  unique¬ 
ness  of  this  call  is  the  resultant 
humbleness  and  complete  devotion. 
The  author  of  Hebrews  gives  a  good 
description  of  the  call  when  he 
writes,  “And  no  man  taketh  this 
honor  unto  himself,  but  that  he  is 
called  of  God  as  was  Aaron.”  (He¬ 
brews  5:7) 

The  call  to  the  ministry,  in  my 
estimation,  reaches  the  height  of 
its  uniqueness  in  the  realization 
that  it  is  a  call  to  do  something 
that  no  one  else  can  do.  No  other 
person  is  ordained  to  say  the 
searching  things  the  Christian 
preacher  must  say.  Preachers  are 
messengers  telling  how  man  can  be 
reconciled  to  God  who  has  taken 
the  Divine  initiative.  As  Bishop 
Gerald  Kennedy  says,  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  preacher  is  the  proclaimer  of 
an  occurrence  which  was  nothing 
less  than  God  breaking  into  the 
processes  of  life  to  reveal  Himself 
supremely  in  a  person.”  (“His  Word 
Through  Preaching,”  page  8) 

In  other  words,  the  uniqueness  of 
the  call  to  the  ministry  is  the 
uniqueness  of  the  task  itself.  The 
task  is  the  unique  thing.  Wesley 
said  to  his  preachers,  “You  have 
nothing  to  do  but  save  souls.”  The 
uniqueness  of  this  task  is  further 
seen  as  we  know  that  the  message 
we  are  to  deliver  carries  a  unique, 
Divine,  saving  Word.  That  Christian 
message  is  that  at  a  particular  time 
in  history  God  acted  in  Jesus  Christ. 
It  is  that  God  was  so  concerned 
about  our  frustrations,  our  sins,  and 
our  defeats  that  He  did  something 
about  them.  He  did  it  in  Christ. 
Our  unique  message  is  that  God 
seeks  for  an  opportunity  to  enter 
into  our  human  tragedy  and  redeem 
it.  In  a  word,  God  is  in  Christ 
seeking  to  reconcile  us  to  Himself 
and  what  a  man  does  with  God’s 
invitation  is  for  him  a  matter  of 
life  and  death.  No  man  ought  to 
leave  a  worship  service  without 
knowing  that  God,  through  the 
preacher,  has  set  before  him  life 
and  death  and  urged  him  to  choose 
life. 

Bishop  Kennedy  concludes  his 
book,  “God’s  Good  News,”  with  a 
story  about  two  men  and  what  they 
would  do  to  move  the  world. 

One  of  them,  Archimedes,  a  Greek 
mathematician  in  the  Third  Cen¬ 
tury  B.  C.,  made  a  statement  which 
has  been  quoted  many  times:  “Give 
me  a  level  long  enough  and  a  ful¬ 
crum  strong  enough,  and  single- 
handed  I  can  move  the  world.”  This 
is  the  typical  word  of  a  man  who 
sees  the  world  in  terms  of  physical 
power.  This  has  been  the  popular 
idea  of  a  world  whose  goods  have 
been  material  might  and  energy. 

Another  man,  Joseph  Conrad,  an¬ 
swered  the  Greek  mathematician  by 
saying,  “Don’t  talk  to  me  of  your 
Archimedes  lever — but  give  me  the 
right  word  and  the  right  accent  and 
I  will  move  the  world.” 

What  we  need  today  is  the  right 
word  and  accent.  And  there  was 
the  right  Word  which  became  flesh 
and  it  was  Grace  and  Truth.  We 
have  that  Word  and  it  is  for  us  to 
find  the  accent  which  will  convince 
men  of  its  authority  and  power. 

That  is  the  supreme  uniqueness 
of  the  call  to  the  ministry — the  call 
to  give  the  right  accent  to  the  sav¬ 
ing  Word  for  humanity. 
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Darkness  Into  Light  Through  Christian  Literature 

By  Tracey  K.  Jones  and  Euline  Smith  Weems 


IN  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  are  moving  into  the  space  age,  one-half  of  the 
people  of  the  world  still  cannot  read  or  write.  This  places  upon  the 
Christian  church  a  very  heavy  responsibility  which  can  and  is  being 
met  in  two  ways. 

First,  a  massive  program  is  under  way  throughout  the  world  to  teach 
people  to  read.  Eighty  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Africa  still  cannot  read  or 
write.  Therefore,  a  considerable  amount  of  energy  goes  into  a  literacy  pro¬ 
gram  in  Africa,  Borneo  and  Egypt.  It  is  a  simple  statement  of  fact  that  the 
line  between  darkness  and  light  is  the  printed  word.  Those  who  cannot 
read  or  understand  what  the  printed  word  means  simply  have  not  made 
that  step  from  darkness  to  light. 

The  second  major  part  of  a  world 
program  concerns  literature.  A 
hunter  was  asked  about  his  hunting 
for  ivory.  He  replied  that  it  was  not 
difficult  to  find  the  ivory  tusks  but 
the  problem  always  was  that  at¬ 
tached  to  the  ivory  tusks  there  was 
an  elephant.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
relationship  between  literacy  and 
literature.  The  basic  problem  is  not 
to  teach  people  to  read  or  to  write 
but  it  is  a  problem  of  having  avail¬ 
able  for  them  the  things  that  they 
should  read  or  write. 


Methodists  Seek 
100  Special 
Missionaries 

In  1959  the  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  100  young  adults  to  serve  as 
special-term  missionaries  at  home 
and  overseas. 

Through  its  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel,  the  Board  of  Missions, 
Methodist  Church,  has  issued  a  call 
for  50  men  and  women  to  serve  in 
the  United  States,  Hawaii  and  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  for  two  or  three  years,  for 
25  young  women  to  serve  overseas 
for  three  years,  and  for  25  young 
men  to  serve  overseas  for  three 
years. 

The  year  1959  is  the  thirteenth  in 
succession  that  special-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  served  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  It  is  estimated  that 
well  over  750  persons  have  served 
in  this  capacity  at  home  and  over¬ 
seas. 

The  recruitment  of  special-term 
missionaries  is  through  the  Office 
of  Missionary  Personnel  (150  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.Y.).  Many 
persons  can  help  in  the  cause  of  re¬ 
cruitment,  however,  by  making 
known  the  needs  for  missionaries  to 
college  seniors  and  young  adults 
and  encouraging  them  to  write  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel. 
Among  those  who  can  help  are  min¬ 
isters,  chairmen  of  local  church 
Commissions  on  Missions,  church 
school  teachers  and  adult  workers 
with  Methodist  students  on  college 
and  university  campuses. 

The  qualifications  for  special-term 
service  and  home  and  overseas  are 
the  same:  age  21-28;  college  gradu¬ 
ates;  unmarried  and  willing  to  re¬ 
main  so  during  the  period  of  ser¬ 
vice;  good  physical,  mental  and 
emotional  health,  and  a  “meaning¬ 
ful  Christian  faith  which  one  is 
eager  to  communicate.” 

Opportunities  for  service  in  the 
United  States  include  mission 
schools,  community  centers,  hospi¬ 
tals,  rural  church  and  community 
programs  and  children’s  homes. 

Countries  where  special-termers 
are  needed  in  1959  are  Burma,  Ma¬ 
laya,  Philippines,  Indonesia,  Sara¬ 
wak  (Borneo),  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile, 
Cuba,  Panama,  Peru,  Uruguay,  An¬ 
gola,  Liberia,  Southern  Rhodesia, 
Belgian  Congo,  Algeria,  Mozambi¬ 
que,  Union  of  South  Africa,  Japan, 
Korea,  Okinawa,  Hong  Kong,  Tai¬ 
wan,  Pakistan,  Argentina  and  Mex¬ 
ico. 

Vocational  openings  both  at  home 
and  overseas  include:  teachers  on 
the  elementary,  secondary  and  col¬ 
lege  levels,  nurses,  directors  of 
Christian  education,  laboratory 
technicians,  pharmacists,  dietitians, 
social  workers,  librarians,  agricul¬ 
turalists,  boys’  counselors  and  dor¬ 
mitory  directors. 

Detailed  information  about  the 
special-term  program,  or  about  any 
phase  of  Methodist  missionary  ser¬ 
vice,  is  available  from  the  Office  of 
Missionary  Personnel. 


There  are  four  major  purposes 
for  Christian  literature  production. 
The  first  is  to  establish  Christians 
in  the  faith.  The  second  is  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  Christian  message  to  non- 
Christians  in  a  new  and  creative 
way,  and  yet  reverently.  The  third 
is  to  answer  the  mis-statements 
that  are  made  by  non-Christian 
leaders.  The  fourth  is  to  help  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  church  have  a  grasp  of 
the  non-Christian  religions  and  the 
Marxist  mind,  so  that  they  can  more 
adequately  confront  it. 

Two  of  the  most  creative  things 
being  done  in  the  world  literature 
today  are  the  World  Christian  Books 
series  being  produced  by  Bishop 


(Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Jones  is 
executive  secretary  for  China 
and  Southeast  Asia  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Division  of  World  Missions. 
Mrs.  Weems  is  a  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea.) 


Stephen  Neill  and  the  translation  of 
the  great  classics  of  the  Christian 
faith  into  Chinese,  this  being  han¬ 
dled  by  the  Nanking  Seminary 
Board  of  Founders.  This  translation 
program  has  been  going  on  now  for 
twenty-five  years  and  will  continue 
for  another  five.  When  it  is  finished, 
the  major  classics  of  the  Christian 
faith  will  have  been  translated  by 
competent  scholars  into  Chinese. 
Thus  they  will  be  available  for  the 
largest  single  nationality  in  the 
world  as  they  plan  their  future. 

No  program  in  the  church  is  more 
important  today  than  the  program 
of  literacy  and  literature. 


On  Sunday  morning  in  Korea,  one 
recognizes  Christians  on  the  streets 
by  the  Bibles  and  hymnals  they 
carry.  Many  women  in  Korea  learn 
to  read  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
church  services  and  family  worship. 
The  only  schooling  many  women 
and  some  men  have  had  was  that 
provided  in  the  local  church,  the 
Bible  and  simple  helps  being  the 
books  used.  A  New  Testament  and 
a  hymnal  are  bought  by  new  be¬ 
lievers  as  soon  as  they  can  afford 
them — and  are  used. 

Books  are  the  tools  with  which 
leaders  work  and  when  they  are  not 
available,  they  begin  making  their 
own.  At  first  the  materials  may  be 
mimeographed;  if  they  really  meet 


Meeting  God  Through  the 
Letter  to  the  Romans 

The  Book  of  Romans  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  many  scholars  as 
Paul’s  best  work.  This  book  of 
the  Bible  exercised  great  influ¬ 
ence  not  only  in  theology,  but  in 
philosophy  and  in  politics.  Dr. 
Jackson  Burn’s  treatment  of  this 
great  expression  of  Paul’s  in  his 
book,  “Meeting  God  Through  The 
Letter  To  The  Romans,”  is  fresh 
in  its  approach  and  stimulating 
in  its  procedure.  He  opens  new 
avenues  of  thought  concerning 
this  book  as  a  means  of  meeting 
God,  either  for  the  Christian  at 
Rome  or  for  the  Christians  of  this 
day. 

Dr.  Burns  is  the  minister  of 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  Iowa,  the  state’s  larg¬ 
est  church  of  this  denomination. 

Single  copy,  15c.  Eight  copies, 
$1,  order  from:  The  Upper  Room, 
1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville  5, 
Tennessee. 


the  situation,  they  are  then  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  more  permanent  form. 

The  Christian  Literature  Society 
of  Korea  publishes  the  Internation¬ 
al  Sunday  School  lessons  in  Korean, 
translates  books  for  Christian  lead¬ 
ership  and  lay  use  and  publishes 
books  written  by  local  authors. 
Everywhere  the  Christian  leaders 
are  asking  for  more  books. 

The  books  that  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  new  adult  literates  con¬ 
tain  useful  information,  as  well  as 
being  written  to  meet  their  reading 
ability.  I  know  of  a  handicapped 
child  who  from  the  use  of  these 
books  taught  his  parents  how  seed 
potatoes  should  b  e  prepared  for 
planting. 

The  denominations  publish  ma¬ 
terials  to  meet  their  own  needs. 
Recently  there  has  been  organized 
a  Department  of  Publication  of  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church;  which  in 
addition  to  routine  publication  of 
Methodist  books  and  pamphlets,  has 
on  its  list  of  planned  publications 
a  Bible  Dictionary  and  a  one-volume 
Bible  commentary. 

There  is  always  a  greater  demand 
for  magazines  than  can  be  supplied. 
Old  as  well  as  young  are  interested 
in  reading  New  Friend,  a  magazine 
published  for  children.  People  who 
live  in  the  city  and  plant  nothing  at 
all  want  to  read  the  farm  magazine. 
The  Family  Life  magazine  has  tak¬ 
en  on  new  life  since  it  was  taken 
over  by  a  committee  in  connection 
with  the  family  life  program  of  the 
National  Christian  Council. 

Christian  tracts  are  still  given  to 
people  who  do  not  take  time  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  spoken  word.  The  world 
is  fast  becoming  literate  and  a  lit¬ 
erate  world  is  going  to  read. 


New  Material 
Available  From 
The  Upper  Room 

Lenten  Meditations  for  Youth,  an 
anthology  of  meditations  compiled 
from  The  Upper  Room  by  Rev. 
Maurice  A.  Phillips,  supervisor  of 
devotional  literature,  The  Upper 
Room,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Beside  the  selected  meditations, 
covering  the  period  from  Ash  Wed¬ 
nesday  through  Easter  Day,  plus  one 
Post-Easter,  there  are  two  feature 
articles,  a  prayer,  an  interpretation 
of  the  four-color  art  cover,  and 
forms  for  making  a  commitment  to 
Christ  and  a  pledge  to  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  pray. 

“Lent:  A  Time  of  Dedication,”  by 
the  compiler,  and  “What  Is  Wor¬ 
ship?”  by  Rev.  J.  Fred  Cloud,  edi¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Action,  General 
Board  of  Education,  The  Methodist 
Church,  Nashville,  are  timely  fea¬ 
tures  which  will  provoke  thought 
with  young  people.  “Benediction,” 
by  Harold  and  Dorothy  Ewing,  is 
a  prayer  taken  from  their  book, 
“Youth  at  Prayer.  Rev.  Harold 
Ewing  is  the  minister  at  Union  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church,  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  to 
encourage  personal  devotions  for 
youth  during  the  Lenten  season. 

Lenten  Meditations  for  Youth. 
Maurice  A.  Phillips.  64  pages.  Sin¬ 
gle  copy,  15c.  Ten  or  more  copies, 
10c  each.  Order  from:  The  Upper 
Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee. 


In,  A  Layman’s  Guide  to  Our 
Lord’s  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Kendrick 
Strong,  he  states,  “Our  capacity  for 
worship  is  a  precious  heritage  and 
a  valuable  gift.”  Although  the  act 
of  worship  varies  somewhat  with 
groups  and  individuals,  “there  is 
one  custom  common  to  all  people — 
the  practice  of  prayer  .  .  .  Out  of 
the  centuries  of  men’s  prayer  life 
have  come  masterpieces  of  devo¬ 
tion  .  .  .  But  above  such  gems,  and 
surpassing  anything  else  that  is  in 
our  Bible,  perfect  in  its  balance,  its 
simplicity,  its  spiritual  intimations, 
stands  the.  brief  Prayer  that  Jesus 
gave  His  followers  during  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount.  It  is  justly  re¬ 
garded  as  the  finest  prayer  of  all 
time  and  language.” 

Rev.  Strong  is  the  minister  of  the 
Brooklyn  Heights  Congregational 
Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  the 
author  of  Sagebrush  Circuit,  Grow¬ 
ing  into  Faith,  and  Old  Testament 
Portraits.  His  purpose  in  writing 
this  book  is  to  give  a  clear  and  con¬ 
cise  interpretation  of  our  Lord’s 
Prayer.  He  points  us  to  the  prayer 
wisdom  of  ancient  Israel  and  its 
rich  tradition,  to  more  mature  in¬ 
sights  as  to  the  character  of  God, 
and  to  the  use  of  our  Lord’s  Prayer 
as  an  index  to  our  own  character. 

A  Layman’s  Guide  to  Our  Lord’s 
Prayer  is  divided  into  the  following 
sections:  Introduction  (includes  “The 
Finest  of  Prayers”  and  “Four  Dan¬ 
gerous  Practices”),  The  Superscrip¬ 
tion,  The  Body,  The  Dedicatory 
Close,  and  an  Appendix  (includes 
“Some  Renditions  of  our  Lord’s 
Prayer”). 

The  publishers,  with  the  author, 
commend  this  book  to  your  spiritual 
growth  and  maturity.  80  pages,  pa¬ 
per  cover.  Single  copy,  35c,  Three 
copies,  $1.00.  Order  from:  The  Up¬ 
per  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 
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Obituaries 

CLARK — Miss  Lucie  Clark,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Arkansas  and  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  for  12  years,  died 
at  Robincroft  Home,  Pasadena,  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  on  Saturday,  February  14, 
1959.  Many  people  in  Arkansas  who 
had  known  this  wonderful  woman 
will  be  saddened  to  learn  of  her 
death. 

Miss  Clark  was  past  eighty  at  her 
death  and  had  devoted  her  entire 
lifetime  to  helping  others.  She  was 
born  at  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas, 
and  later  went  to  Russellville,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  where  many  of  her  friends 
have  kept  in  touch  with  her  through 
the  years.  While  in  Russellville  she 
was  active  in  all  phases  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church — choir  director,  organ¬ 
ist,  church  school  teacher  of  what  is 
now  the  “Lucie  Clark”  class;  and 
she  also  taught  music  and  expres¬ 
sion.  She  later  became  a  teacher  at 
Henderson-Brown  College  in  Arka- 
delphia  from  1917  to  about  1925, 
when  she  became  a  missionary. 

Although  her  last  remaining  years 
she  was  partly  bedridden  she  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  vitally  interested  in 
her  church  in  Russellville,  and  has 
shown  this  in  many  unselfish  ways. 
She  was  truly  a  fine  woman. 


GRAY — Mrs.  W.  T.  (Jessie)  Gray, 
82,  of  Port  Arthur,  Texas  died  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  George  F. 
Gray,  principal  of  Woodrow  Wilson 
junior  high  school,  with  whom  she 
had  lived  for  two  years.  She  had 
been  ill  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Gray 
also  is  the  mother  of  W.  T.  Gray. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Grammier-Oberle  chapel  with  the 
Rev.  John  Windham  of  Aldersgate 
Methodist  church  officiating.  The 
body  was  taken  to  the  Compton 
Funeral  home  in  Waco  where  addi¬ 
tional  services  were  scheduled  with 
Dr.  Wayne  Reynolds,  pastor  of  the 
Herring  Avenue  Methodist  church, 
officiating.  Burial  was  in  Waco  Me¬ 
morial  park. 

A  native  of  Joshua,  Mrs.  Gray 
was  the  former  Jessie  L.  West  and 
was  the  widow  of  W.  T.  Gray,  Sr., 
retired  Methodist  minister  who 
served  Texas  and  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  as  pastor  for  many 
years.  At  one  time  he  was  pastor  of 
the  Herring  Avenue  Methodist 
church  in  Waco.  The  Rev.  Gray  died 
in  Waco  in  1957.  Mrs.  Gray  was  a 
Methodist. 

Also  surviving  are  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Taylor  of  San  Antonio 
and  Mrs.  Harold  Hassmann  of  Day- 
ton,  Ohio;  12  grandchildren;  and 
one  great-grandchild. 


Resolution 


WHEREAS,  the  death  of  J.  B. 


Over  1,400,000  topics  sold! 

A  Pocket  Prayer  Book 


By  Ralph  S.  Cushman 


Rich  in  spiritual  resources  —  scrip¬ 
ture,  prayers,  quotations,  poems. 
Vest  pocket  size,  144  pages  hand¬ 
somely  printed,  bound  in  imitation 
leather  with  gold  stamping. 
Deluxe  white  edition  75c  each. 
$7.50  per  dozen.  Order  direct  horn 


World’s  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 
'90S  GRAND  AVENUE  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

_ _  P 


Retired  Judge  Is 
Cited  By  Meth. 

For  Service 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  A  re¬ 
tired  St.  Louis  Circuit  judge,  Francis 
Emmett  Williams,  was  cited  by 
Methodists  Jan.  28  for  his  “out¬ 
standing  service”  in  the  field  of 
temperance  and  public  morals. 

Judge  Williams  was  honored  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
for  his  longtime  efforts  to  curb 
gambling,  and  for  his  new  book, 
“Lotteries,  Laws  and  Morals,”  pub¬ 
lished  by  Vantage  Press,  New  York. 

Ill  health  prevented  the  81-year- 
old  jurist  from  attending  the  board’s 
annual  meeting  to  personally  accept 
a  plaque  from  the  president,  Bishop 
John  Wesley  Lord  of  Boston,  Mass. 

In  a  message  to  the  board  Judge 
Williams  said  that  “the  present  de¬ 
luge  of  lottery  gambling  now  flood¬ 
ing  the  mails  and  the  airways  is 
coming  upon  us  through  loopholes 
in  the  enforcement  of  federal  stat¬ 
utes  —  loopholes  made  by  authori¬ 
ties  at  Washington  in  dealing  with 
prize  contests,  sweepstakes  and 
other  evasions  .  .  .” 

He  said  his  book  was  written  “as 
a  protest  against  the  unethical  ac¬ 
tions  of  members  of  the  bar  who 
have  been  involved  in  any  manner 
in  the  deception  and  hypocrisy 
which  have  contributed  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  deluge  of  lottery  gambling,  and 
a  protest  against  any  further  sup¬ 
port  by  the  American  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  false  doctrines  of  the 
lottery  promoters.” 

Formerly  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Eighth  Judicial  District,  Judge 
Williams  is  a  member  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  board  of  the  Centenary  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  St.  Louis. 


(Jim)  Randall,  of  Bayou  Chicot, 
Louisiana  on  February  8,  1959,  has 
caused  a  great  loss  to  the  Bayou 
Chicot  Methodist  Church  and  to  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  and  much 
sorrow  not  only  to  his  wife  and  this 
Club  but  to  the  community  and  his 
many  friends;  and 
WHEREAS,  Brother  Randall  has 
devoted  a  large  part  of  his  life  to 
the  Christian  duty,  and  particular¬ 
ly  to  the  Bayou  Chicot  Methodist 
Church,  having  been  a  faithful 
member  for  many  years  and  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Men  since  its  beginning,  and 

WHEREAS,  he  not  only  gave  the 
Church  the  benefit  of  his  time  and 
talents  but  found  time  to  be  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  good  husband,  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  help  those  in  need 
or  trouble,  and  observing  his  pass¬ 
ing,  we  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
memory  and  to  his  accomplishments, 
and  extend  deepest  sympathy  to  his 
wife  and  relatives;  therefore: 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  this  me¬ 
morial  be  spread  upon  the  records 
of  this  Club  and  Brother  Randall’s 
wife  be  advised  of  this. 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Bayou 
Chicot  Methodist  Church,  Bayou 
Chicot,  Louisiana. 

Approved:  February  11,  1959. 

R.  E.  Allen,  President, 

Kent  Thompson,  Secretary 


News  In  The 
World  Of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Tel  Aviv,  the  first  and  only  all- 
Jewish  city  in  modern  times  and 
Israel’s  fastest-growing  metropolis, 
is  celebrating  her  golden  jubilee 
this  year  with  a  series  of  special 
events  that  will  start  in  March  and 
continue  until  the  end  of  1959.  Fif¬ 
ty  years  ago,  this  Mediterranean 
city  was  only  a  mound  of  sand 
dunes.  Today,  Tel  Aviv  boasts  a 
population  of  some  400,000  people 
who  have  come  to  her  shores  from 
more  than  70  lands  of  the  East  and 
West. 


Dean  John  McDowell,  of  Boston 
University’s  School  of  Social  Work, 
speaking  recently  to  women  leaders 
of  the  Methodist  Church  noted  that 
inner  portions  of  American  cities 
are  “becoming  ghettos  of  the  poor 
and  of  minority  racial  groups.”  Sub¬ 
urbia,  he  noted,  “are  tending  to 
become  one-class  homogeneous 
communities,  protecting  their  homo¬ 
geneity  by  racial  and  religious  re¬ 
strictions  operating  through  the 
policies  of  real  estates  companies, 
builders  and  developers,  and  by 
‘gentlemen’s  agreements’  on  the  part 
of  property  owners.”  Dean  McDow¬ 
ell  pointed  out  that  inner  cities  have 
been  getting  older  and  in  many 
places  decrepit,  and  stressed  that 
although  “urban  renewal”  programs 
are  aimed  at  rebuilding  and  reno¬ 
vating  these  deteriorating  parts  of 
cities,  in  many  large  cities,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  blighted  areas  are  so 
large  that  it  is  not  financially  feasi¬ 
ble  at  present  to  clear  the  slums  and 
rebuild  socially  useful  and' econom¬ 
ically  profitable  homes.  He  singled 
out  such  areas  as  Boston’s  South 
End,  the  South  Side  in  Chicago,  and 
the  Hill  District  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
urged  churchmen  to  give  increased 
attention  to  these  situations. 


The  translation  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  into  “current  English,”  a  proj¬ 
ect  undertaken  with  the  authority 
of  all  the  major  Protestant  churches 
in  Britain,  has  been  completed.  The 
New  Testament  translation,  which 
is  a  completely  new  one  made  from 
the  original  Greek  texts,  will  be 
finally  revised  and  prepared  for 
publication  in  about  twelve  months. 
It  is  expected  that  copies  will  be 
pn  sale  in  early  1961.  The  New 
Translation  will  be  published  joint¬ 
ly  by  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
university  presses.  Completion  of 
the  New  Testament  translation  is 
the  first  stage  of  the  work  of  trans¬ 
lating  the  whole  Bible.  Work  is 
proceeding  on  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  Apocrypha.  The  aim  is  to 
provide  a  Bible  in  the  English  of 
today,  free  from  the  archaic  lang¬ 
uage  of  the  Authorized  Version. 
The  general  director  of  the  New 
Translation,  is  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Dodd, 
of  Oxford,  emeritus  professor  of  di¬ 
vinity  at  Cambridge,  internationally 
recognized  as  an  eminent  New  Tes¬ 
tament  scholar. 


All  twenty  Methodist  pastors  of 
Des  Moines  and  West  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  recently  pledged  themselves 
to  “take  leadership  in  breaking 


Free  lo  WRITERS 

seeking  a  book  publisher 

Two  fact-filled,  illustrated  brochures  tell 
how  to  publish  your  book,  get  40%  royal¬ 
ties,  national  advertising,  publicity  and 
promotion.  Free  editorial  appraisal.  Write 
Dept.  JAC  2. 

EXPOSITION  PRESS,  386  4th  Ave.,  N.Y.  16 


New **t  colorful  fabric* 
available.  Write  for 
Catalog  A66. 

,  R.  MOORE  CO. 

Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi 


down  the  barriers  of  public  opinion” 
in  racial  issues,  particularly  at  the 
point  of  finding  housing  for  Negroes 
displaced  by  the  freeway  and  urban 
renewal.  “We  believe  that  families 
are  entitled  to  homes  they  can  af¬ 
ford  in  communities  of  their  own 
choosing,”  said  a  declaration  adopt¬ 
ed  to  be  read  from  all  Methodist 
pulpits  the  following  Sunday,  “and 
urged  all  citizens  in  our  community 
to  join  forces  toward  ending  racial 
discrimination  in  Des  Moines.”  The 
resolution  noted  that  “scores  of  Ne¬ 
gro  families,  soon  to  be  displaced 
by  urban  renewal  and  freeway  proj¬ 
ects  must  find  homes  in  new  neigh¬ 
borhoods.” 


Methodist  mission  work  in  church¬ 
es  overseas  is  being  rapidly  turned 
over  to  national  leaders,  according 
to  three  officials  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  Methodist 
Church.  Miss  Lucile  Colony,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  for  India  and  Pak¬ 
istan  for  the  Woman’s  Division,  said 
that  leadership  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  India  is  almost  entirely 
Indian!  The  church  invites  mission¬ 
aries  as  co-workers.  But,  she  added, 
in  Pakistan  missionaries  hold  the 
traditional,  but  not  the  desired, 
place  of  authority.  The  most  recent 
development  in  Africa,  it  was  re¬ 
ported,  is  in  the  field  of  education 
where  many  African  teachers  are 
becoming  principals  and  head  in¬ 
structors. 


Charles  R.  Sligh,  Jr.,  executive 
vice-president  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Manufacturers,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Laymen’s 
National  Committee,  Inc.,  of  165 
West  46th  Street,  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Sligh  succeeds  George  Peck,  of 
Largo,  Florida.  The  Laymen’s  Na¬ 
tional  Committee,  Inc.,  a  non-sec¬ 
tarian,  n  o  n-p  r  o  f  i  t  organization 
founded  in  1940,  a  “striving  to  re¬ 
awaken  religious  thinking  in  the 
United  States  and  to  promote  better 
understanding  among  all  people.” 


The  third  Congress  of  Anglican 
churches  will  be  held  in  Toronto, 
Ontario,  in  1963.  It  will  be  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  bishop,  one  priest,  and 
one  layman  from  each  of  the  350 
Anglican  dioceses  around  the  world. 
The  last  conference  was  held  in 
1954  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

AN  IDEAL  SUMMER 
SCHOOL  -  CAMP 


(School  Optional) 
n-' 


CAMP  UTOPIA 


On  Mountain  Lake 

Springville,  Alabama 

Coed.  8-18  school-camp.  Fully  Ac¬ 
credited  Elementary  and  High 
School.  Small  classes.  Christian 
staff.  Handicrafts.  Horseback  rid¬ 
ing,  swimming,  fishing,  boating, 
baseball,  tennis  and  other  sports. 
Ideal  climate.  Reasonable  rates. 
June  8-July  25.  For  Brochure  write 
Rev.  H.  E.  Moore,  M.  A.  4234  5th 
Avenue  South,  Birmingham  6,  Ala¬ 
bama. 
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Louisiana  Conference 


Individuals 
Church  &  Groups — 

Church  Offering  No.  &  Amt.  Total 


Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Report 


June  1,  1958  through  February  15,  1959 


New  Orleans — 

Algiers  .  2.00 

Carrollton  Ave .  104.80 

Felicity  .  10.00 

First  Church  . 

Gentilly  . 35.00 

Kenner  .  20.00 

Lake  Vista  .  54.45 

Luling  . 

Napoleon  Ave .  53.76 

Second  Church  .  36.00 

St.  Lukes  .  28.78 

St.  Mark’s  . 

St.  Paul’s  .  43.15 

Covington  . 

Fitzgerald  . 

Pearl  River  .  12.00 

Talisheek  .  5.38 

Slidell  .  17.00 

Bush  .  100 


(7) 

44.00 

46.00 

(2)120.00 

224.80 

10.00 

(2) 

20.00 

20.00 

35.00 

(2) 

13.00 

33.00 

(1) 

10.00 

64.45 

(1) 

20.00 

20.00 

(2) 

40.00 

93.76 

36.00 

28.78 

(1) 

5.00 

5.00 

43.15 

(2) 

20.00 

20.00 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

12.00 

5.38 

(1) 

10.00 

27.00 

1.00 

NOTE: 

In  reference  to  second  column  of  figures — 

Number  in  parentheses  indicates  number  of  individuals 
contributing. 

The  number  of  parentheses  preceded  by  letter  "g”  in¬ 
dicates  the  number  of  groups  making  contributions. 


Church 

Individuals 
&  Groups — 

TOTAL  . 

. $432.82  23  $314.00 

Church 

Offering 

No.  &  Amt. 

Total 

45  Churches 

20  Churches 

reporting  to  date 

Morgan  City  . 

.  65.00 

65.00 

25  Churches 

NOT  reporting  an  offering 

New  Iberia  . 

.  50.00 

(1)  10.00 

60.00 

Opelousas  . 

.  52.00 

(6)  60.00 

112.00 

Patterson  . 

.  6.25 

6.25 

Pecan  Island  . 

(1)  2.00 

2.00 

Rayne  . 

.  28.00 

28.00 

Thibodaux  . 

.  21.10 

(1)  50.00 

71.10 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Vacharie  . 

.  10.00 

10.00 

$746.82 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Individuals 
Church  &  Groups — 

Church  Offering  No.  &  Amt.  Total 


Alexandria  First  Church  ... 

$160.00 

(19)$195.00 

R(l) 

20.00 

$375.00 

Horseshoe  Drive  . 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

Trinity  . 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

Boyce  . .  . 

.  25.30 

(3) 

30.00 

55.30 

Bunkie  . 

.  23.85 

(7)130.00 

fi(l> 

10.00 

163.85 

Elizabeth  . 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

Forest  Hill  . 

.  10.00 

10.00 

Glenmora  . 

(4) 

9.00 

9.00 

Jena  . . . 

(2) 

20.00 

fi(l) 

10.00 

30.00 

Lecompte  . 

.  40.89 

(1) 

10.00 

50.89 

Chaneyville  . 

1.00 

1.00 

Natchitoches-First  Church 

.  51.55 

51.55 

Oak  Grove  . 

(1) 

5.00 

5.00 

Olla  . 

d) 

10.00 

10.00 

Palestine  . 

5.00 

5.00 

Urania  . 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

Winnfield  . 

(2) 

10.00 

10.00 

TOTAL  . 

. $317.59 

44 

3  $499.00 

$816.59 

47 

68  Churches 

17  Churches  reporting  to  date 
51  Churches  NOT  reporting  any  offering 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


Amite  . 

Baton  Rouge — 

. $  . 

(1)$  1.00 

$  1.00 

Broadmoor  . 

.  25.00 

25.00 

First  Church  . 

.  200.00 

200.00 

University  . 

.  30.00 

30.00 

Bethel  . 

(1)  10.00 

10.00 

Blackwater  . 

.  33.00 

33.00 

Bogalusa  . 

. - . - 

(2)  20.00 
g(l)  10.00 

30.00 

Franklinton  . 

.  20.97 

20.97 

Greensburg  . 

.  10.00 

10.00 

Hammond  . 

(2)  20.00 

20.00 

Jackson  . 

.  7.00 

(1)  5.00 

12.00 

Ethel  . 

.  12.00 

12.00 

Live  Oak  . 

.  7.00 

7.00 

Montpelia  . 

.  5.00 

(1)  10.00 

15.00 

New  River  . 

.  10.00 

(2)  20.00 
g(l)  10.00 

40.00 

New  Roades  . 

.  11.10 

11.10 

Ponchatoula  . 

.  30.00 

30.00 

Slaughter  . 

.  50.00 

(2)  20.00 

70.00 

2 

12 


24 


TOTAL  . 

. $563.67 

1  $312.00  $875.67 

44  Churches 
22  Churches 

reporting  to  date 

25 

22  Churches 

NOT  reporting  an 

offering 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Cameron  . 

$  30.56 

(2)$10.00 

$  40.56 

Grand  Chenier  . 

.  13.86 

(3)  20.00 

33.86 

DeQuincey  . 

.  188.00 

188.00 

Elton  . 

(2)  30.00 

30.00 

Hackbery  . 

1.25 

1.25 

Lake  Charles-First  Church. 

5.00 

(9)100.00 

West  Lake  . 

.  15.19 

g(l)  32.50 

137.50 

15.19 

TOTAL  . 

. $253.86 

16 

1 

17  $192.50 

$446.36 

39  Churches 

7  Churches  reporting  to  date 

32  Churches  NOT  reporting  an  offering 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Bastrop — Memorial  . 

$  12.75 

(1)$10.00 

$ 

.  14.15 

g(l)  10.00 

32.75 

14.15 

Columbia  . 

(1)  10.00 

10.00 

Crowville  . 

(1)  10.00 

10.00 

Ferriday  . 

.  34.00 

(1)  10.00 

44.00 

Lake  Providence  . 

(1)  20.00 

20.00 

Mer  Rouge  . 

2.50 

(1)  5.00 

7.50 

Monroe — First  Church  . 

. 

(5)  65.00 

65.00 

Memorial  . 

.  20.00 

20.00 

Stone  Avenue  . 

.  38.94 

(1)237.00 

275.94 

Southside  . 

.  20.00 

20.00 

Oak  Ridge  . 

(2)  20.00 

20.00 

Sterlington  . 

5.00 

5.00 

Vidalia  . 

16.68 

16.68 

West  Monroe-First  Church. 

(1)  10.00 

10.00 

McGuire  . 

27.00 

27.00 

TOTAL  . 

. $191.02 

15 

1 

16  $407.00 

$598.02 

68  Churches 

16  Churches  reporting  to  date 
52  Churches  NOT  reporting  an  offering 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Cash  No  Church  . $  .  (1)$  2.00  $  2.00 

Lutcher  .  9.50  .  9.50 


Rev.  Luman  Douglas  D.S. 

$ 

(1)$10.00 

$  10.00 

Arcadia  . 

.  25.00 

25.00 

Chatham  . 

.  15.49 

15.49 

Clay  . 

(1)  6.00 

6.00 

Concord  . 

(1)  10.00 

10.00 

Cotton  Valley  . 

5.00 

5.00 

Farmerville  . 

9.00 

(1)  10.00 

19.00 

Gibsland  . 

(2)  20.00 

20.00 

Haynesville  . 

(2)  20.00 
g(l)  10.00 

30.00 

Marion  . 

30.00 

30.00 

Minden — First  Church  . 

52.55 

52  55 

Ringgold  . 

9.00 

(4)260.00 

9.00 

Ruston — Trinity  . 

260.00 

Salem  . 

(1)  20.00 

20.00 

Sibley  . 

(1)  2.00 

2.00 

Springhill  . 

(2)  20.00 

20.00 

16 

1 


TOTAL  . $146.04  17  $388.00  $534.04 

78  Churches 

15  Churches  reporting  to  date 
63  Churches  NOT  reporting  an  offering 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Ralph  R.  McKinney 


(No  Church)  . $  . 

Belcher  .  . 

Benton  . 

Bethel  .  10  00 

Blanchard  .  2.00 


Bossier  City-First  Church 


Coushatta  . 

Grand  Cane  . 

Holley  Springs  .  10.00 

Ida  .  7.75 

Keithville  . 

Logansport  .  57.35 

Many  .  75.00 

Mansfield  .  100.00 


Plain  Dealing  .  8.00 


(1)$10.00 
(1)  5.00 
(1)  10.00 


(2)  20.00 
g(l)  10.00 
(10)  90.00 
(8)156.00 
(1)  5.00 


(1)  10.00 
(20)211.50 


(2)125.00 
g(l)  32.00 


Rodessa  .  g(l)  10.00 


Shreveport — Broadmoor  .  (3)  30.00 

(1)10,000 


Caddo  Heights  . 

.  75.00 

(1)  10.00 

First  Church 

First  Church 

261.00 

(8)115.00 

Brotherhood  Class  ... 

g(l)382.50 

Mangum  Memorial  . 

.  174.00 

(2)  25.00 
g(l)  10.00 

Morningside  . 

20.00 

Noel  Memorial  . 

44.27 

(8)126.00 
g(3)  40.00 

Wynn  Memorial  . 

11.00 

(2)  20.00 

TOTAL  . 

$855.37 

$11,453.00 

72 

8 

80 

57  Churches 

22  Churches  reporting  to  date 
35  Churches  NOT  reporting  an  offering 


$  10.00 
5.00 
10.00 
10.00 

32.00 

90.00 

156.00 

5.00 

10.00 

7.75 

10.00 

268.85 

75.00 

257.00 

8.00 

10.00 

30.00 

10,000 

85.00 

376.00 

382.50 

209.00 

20.00 

210.27 

31.00 

$12,308.37 


TOTAL  . $451.07  14  $126.00  $577.07 

73  Churches 

17  Churches  reporting  to  date 
55  Churches  NOT  reporting  an  offering 


RECAPITULATION 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Rev.  R.  R.  Branton  D.S. 

$ 

(1)$10.00 

$  10.00 

Abbeville  . 

...  30.93 

(4)  65.00 

95.93 

Berwick 

64.39 

(2)  20.00 

84.39 

Church  Point  . 

(lj  5.00 

5.00 

Crowley-First  Church  . 

gd)  10.00 

10.00 

Donaldsonville  . 

12.00 

(2)  30.00 

42.00 

Franklin  . 

65.00 

65.00 

Golden  Meadow  . 

...  10.00 

10.00 

Houma-First  Church  . 

...  51.00 

(1)  10.00 

61.00 

Houma  Heights  . 

9.85 

9.85 

Iota  . 

...  20.00 

20.00 

Maxie  . 

...  12.80 

12.80 

Kaplan  . 

...  17.03 

(2)  20.00 

37.03 

Lafayette-First  Church 

21.61 

(2)  20.00 

41.61 

Lockport  . 

12.75 

12.75 

Raceland  . 

...  3.96 

3.96 

DISTRICTS 

Number 

of 

Churches 

Number  of 
Churches 
Reporting 

Number 

NOT 

REPORTING 

Church 

Offering 

AMOUNT  REPORTED 

Individuals 
&  Groups 

TOTAL, 

ALEXANDRIA 

.  68 

17 

51 

$  317.59 

(47)$ 

499.00 

$  816.59 

BATON  ROUGE  . 

.  73 

18 

55 

451.07 

(14) 

126.00 

577.07 

LAFAYETTE  . 

.  44 

22 

22 

563.67 

(25) 

312.00 

875.67 

LAKE  CHARLES  . 

.  39 

7 

32 

253.86 

(17) 

192.50 

446.36 

MONROE  . 

.  68 

16 

52 

191.02 

(16) 

407.00 

598.02 

NEW  ORLEANS  . 

.  45 

20 

25 

432.82 

(23) 

314.00 

746.82 

RUSTON  . 

.  78 

15 

63 

146.04 

(17) 

388.00 

534.04 

SHREVEPORT  . 

.  57 

22 

35 

855.37 

f 

(80)  : 

11,453.00 

12,308.37 

472 

137 

335 

$  3,211.44 

$13,691.50 

$16,902  94 

FROM  INDIVIDUALS  AT  LARGE— No 

District  Credited — 3  Individuals 

3,028.00 

3,028.00 

$  3,211.44 

$16,719.50 

$19,930.94 
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Methodists  of  the  Wesley  Chapel  will  open  for  use  on  Easter  Sunday 
a  new  sanctuary  which  is  replacing  an  older  building  which  had  served  the 
congregation  for  many  years. 


Construction  was  begun  on  the  new  tile  black  building  last  September, 
with  the  estimated  cost  running  about  $30,000.  A  Hammond  contractor 
completed  the  foundation,  walls  and  root,  and  the  inside  finishing  work 
was  done  by  Wesley  Chapel  members  under  the  direction  of  one  of  their 
members,  A.  H.  Johnson.  It  is  estimated  that  by  Easter  Sunday  the  congre¬ 
gation  will  owe  less  than  $10,000  on  the  project. 

Rev.  Cary  Martin  is  the  Wesley  Chapel  pastor.  In  addition  to  serving 
the  Wesley  Chapel  congregation,  Mr.  Martin  is  also  completing  his  under¬ 
graduate  work  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College,  Hammond.  Last  year,  the 
Wesley  congregation  received  31  persons  on  profession  of  faith. 


Bishops’  Films 
To  Be  Available 
To  La.  Conf. 

According  to  information  recently 
received  from  the  Jurisdictional  Ra¬ 
dio  and  Film  Corporation,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education  office, 
Louisiana  Conference,  will  receive 
two  sets  of  the  seven  Bishops’  films 
for  distribution  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference.  These  films  will  be  ready 
for  release  on  or  about  April  10,  and 
may  be  scheduled  through  the  Board 
of  Education  office. 

The  films  are  as  follows:  1.  Bishop 
A.  Frank  Smith,  “Our  Methodist 
Heritage”;  2.  Bishop  Eugene  Frank, 
“What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Christian”; 
3.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  “What  the 
Church  Means  to  Me”;  4.  Bishop 
Dana  Dawson,  “The  Power  of 
Prayer”;  5.  Bishop  H.  Bascomb 
Watts,  “The  Christian  Horn  e”;  6. 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  “Chris¬ 
tian  Stewardship”;  7.  Bishop  W. 
Angie  Smith,  “Commitment  to 
Christ”. 


Churches  Win  Awards  on 
Outstanding  Architecture 

Los  Angeles,  (MI)— Three  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  won  awards  for  out¬ 
standing  designs  at  the  recent 
Church  Architectural  Conference  at 
Los  Angeles’  Statler-Hilton  Hotel. 

An  awards  jury,  composed  of  top 
church  architects  and  church  repre¬ 
sentatives,  cited  18  buildings  and 
chapels  from  more  than  100  entries. 

Holman  Methodist  Church,  Los 
Angeles,  won  its  award  in  the  class 
for  churches  seating  more  than  250. 
The  newly-completed  structure  was 
cited  for  “excellent  plan,  intelligent 
use  of  materials,  and  a  dramatic 
chancel.”  The  plant,  named  one  of 
the  eight  top  new  churches  of  its 
size  in  the  U.S.,  was  designed  by 
Kenneth  Lind  Associates,  Los  Ange¬ 
les. 

First  Methodist  Church,  Bothell, 
Washington,  won  its  award  among 
churches  seating  less  than  250.  The 
award  was  for  overall  architectural 
excellence. 

Christ  Methodist  Church,  Mem¬ 
phis,  won  in  the  religious  educa¬ 
tional  buildings  class. 

Dr.  Arland  A.  Dirlam,  chairman 
of  the  jury,  stressed  that  church 
architecture  is  definitely  changing. 

“For  the  past  several  years,”  he 
said,  “the  majority  of  designs  are 
expressed  in  a  contemporary  man- 
oer.  But  one  unique  aspect  is  that 
m°st  of  the  exhibits  Took  like  a 
ehurch’  —  not  the  church  Grandpa 
remembers,  but  one  his  grandson 
enjoys  attending.  Their  form  and 


“Peace  Evangelism”  Is 
Stressed  By  Sen.  Humphrey 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — The  need 
for  “peace  evangelism”  was  stressed 
by  Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey  of  Min¬ 
nesota  at  a  seminar  of  Methodist 
college  students  here. 

“We  need  to  disarm  the  interna¬ 
tional  atmosphere  before  we  can 
have  effective  disarmment,”  Sen. 
Humphrey  said.  “Russia  talks  about 
peace,  but  builds  weapons.  We  want 
peace,  but  talk  about  weapons.  We 
cannot  discuss  disarmament  in  a 
vacuum  ....  we  must  have  some  lit¬ 
tle  beginnings.” 


pattern  display  a  sense  of  dignity 
and  reverence,  and  a  sincerity  of 
design.” 

“Gradually,”  he  continued,  “we 
are  emerging  with  a  design  that 
might  well  be  known  as  ‘North 
American  Architecture’.” 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by 
the  Church  Architectural  Guild  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Department  of  Church  Building. 


Fifty-four  students  from  26  states 
and  two  foreign  countries  attended 
the  tenth  annual  Christian  Citizen¬ 
ship  Seminar  of  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement. 

“The  church  as  an  institution 
should  stay  out  of  politics,  but  more 
churchmen  should  get  into  politics,” 
the  group  was  told  by  Rep.  Byron 
L.  Johnson  of  Colorado. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Mar.  5  -  Mar.  14  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Mar.  5 . 1  Corinthians  15:29-41 

Mar.  6 . |  Corinthians  15:42-58 

Mar.  7  |  Corinthians  16:  1-12 

Mar.  8  I  Corinthians  16:13-24 

Mar.  9  II  Corinthians  1:  1-11 

Mar.  10  II  Corinthians  1:12-24 

Mar.  11  l|  Corinthians  2:  1-11 

Mar.  12  II  Corinthians  2:12-3:6 

Mar.  13 . II  Corinthians  3:  7-18 

Mar.  14 . II  Corinthians  4:  1-6 


Groundbreaking  At 
N.O.  First  Church 
To  Be  March  15 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  for 
the  new  First  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Orleans  will  be  held  Sunday 
morning,  March  15th  at  11:40  a.  m. 
The  congregation  will  meet  as  usual 
at  10:55  a.  m.  for  the  opening  ser¬ 
vices,  then  will  go  to  the  corner  of 
Canal  St.  and  Jefferson  Davis  Park¬ 
way,  site  of  the  new  church.  Mr. 
D.  M.  Hayes  will  turn  the  first  shov¬ 
el  full  of  earth  followed  by  Mrs.  W. 
Vanburne,  then  heads  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  organizations  of  the  church,  will 
each  in  turn  use  the  spade. 

This  will  mark  the  beginning  of 
construction  for  the  new  church,  a 
culmination  of  the  union  between 
Canal  St.  Church  and  First  Church 
in  August  of  1956.  The  new  church 
will  be  pure  Georgian  in  style  and 
will  cost  $1,300,000.00.  It  will  take 
care  of  600  at  worship  services  and 
800  in  the  church  school.  The  plant 
consists  of  the  sanctuary,  admini¬ 
stration  unit,  fellowship  hall  and 
kitchen,  church  school  units  and  a 
chapel  seating  2.  It  will  be  com¬ 
pletely  air  conditioned,  wired  for 
radio  and  closed  television  circuit, 
and  there  will  be  some  unique  fea¬ 
tures  in  connection  with  the  light¬ 
ing.  The  tower,  surmounted  by  a 
spire  and  cross  will  reach  143  ft. 
from  the  ground.  The  structure  will 
be  composed  of  brick,  stone  and 
granite.  Mr.  Carl  Olschner  and  As¬ 
sociates  are  the  architects.  A  new 
Allen  Organ  costing  $30,000  will  be 
installed  upon  completion  of  the 
building  and  new  equipment  for  the 
church  school  is  being  ordered.  The 
Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert  is  completing  his 
18th  year  as  pastor  of  First  Church. 

Centenary  10-Year 
Development  Plan 
Is  Presented 

Nearly  100  members  of  the  re¬ 
cently-formed,  “Citizens  for  Cente¬ 
nary”  Committee  endorsed  the  new 
“10-Year  Master  Development  Plan” 
presented  to  the  group  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  February  23,  by  community 
and  college  leaders.  Robert  F.  Scott 
presided  at  the  dinner  meeting 
which  was  held  in  the  Shreveport 
Club. 

Initial  phase  of  the  long  range 
program  will  be  launched  with  a 
fund-raising  campaign  this  spring 
on  behalf  of  Centenary  for  $1,700,- 
000.  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  reviewed  for  the  group 
the  “immediate  needs”  of  the  col¬ 
lege.  These  include  the  following: 
LIBRARY — to  provide  an  outstand¬ 
ing  center  for  study  and  research 

equal  to  the  task  of  supporting 

expanding  educational  and  cul¬ 
tural  needs  of  the  college  and 

community  . $640,000 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


CASA  DE  MON1 


SANTIAGO,  Chile  (RNS)  CHIL¬ 
EAN  STAMP  HONORS  RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM  —  This  stamp,  showing 
symbols  of  the  world's  five  major 
religious  faiths,  has  been  issued  by 
the  Republic  of  Chile  to  mark  the 
10th  anniversary  of  that  country's 
ratification  of  the  United  Nations 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  It 
bears  this  inscription  from  the 
Declaration:  "All  persons  have  the 
right  of  liberty  of  conscience  and 
religion."  The  stamp  is  believed  the 
first  ever  issued  to  depict  the  sym¬ 
bols  of  Judaism,  Christianity,  Islam, 
Buddhism  and  Hinduism.  (RNS  pho¬ 
to) 


“How  Much  Is 
Enough  -  And 
Enough  For  What?” 

By  Geraldine  Sariain 

New  York,  (NC)  —  The  Everetts 
— who  live  in  a  $30,000  suburban 
home  belong  to  the  country  club 
and  take  costly  vacations — say  wor¬ 
riedly,  “Taxes  are  ruinous.  Keeping 
up  the  mortgage  and  car  install¬ 
ments,  the  insurance  and  the  kids’ 
educational  fund  keep  us  broke.  No 
matter  how  we  try,  we  haven’t 
enough.” 

The  Carsons  who  sleep  in  a  one- 
room  screenless  migrant  shack  with 
their  three  youngsters  and  pick 
vegetables  from  sun-up  to  dark 
with  no  comforts  or  even  enough 
food  most  of  the  time,  ask  with 
deep  anxiety,  “Is  ‘stoop’  labor  in 
the  fields  good  enough  for  us,  while 
others  have  easy  lives?  Why  can’t 
we,  too,  have  a  doctor  when  our 
baby  is  sick?  Is  six  years  or  two 
years  enough  schooling  for  our  kids? 
Or  none  at  all?” 

What  are  some  of  the  answers  to 
the  Everett  and  Carson  disparities? 

American  church  women  will  ask 
themselves  just  that  during  the  next 
few  months.  They  will  set  up  in¬ 
formal  conversation  groups  among 
themselves  and  others  to  establish, 
if  possible: 

What  is  enough  for  a  decent 
standard  of  living? 

What  does  my  family  consider 
enough  for  our  needs? 

If  we  have  more  than  enough, 
what  is  our  responsibility? 

Does  the  rest  of  the  world  have 
enough? 

In  choosing  the  basic  query,  “How 
much  is  enough — and  enough  for 
what?”  as  the  project  for  May  Fel¬ 
lowship  on  Friday,  May  1,  United 
Church  Women  will  assess  the  pres¬ 
ent  economic  situation  in  America — 
rising  production  and  prices  plus 
the  fundamental  contradiction  of  in¬ 
creasing  joblessness.  (As  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1958,  the  unemployment  curve 
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Cuban  Church  Leaders  Believe  Revolution 
Means  “A  New  Day  For  Cuba ”,  Bishop  Says 

(MI)  Many  Cuban  church  leaders  believe  that  the  recent  revolution 
means  “a  new  day  for  Cuba,”  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  reported  following  a  recent  visitation  to  the  island  republic. 

Substantiating  the  bishop’s  findings,  a  Cuban  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Humberto  Carrazana,  said  “freedom  of  movement”  is  the  major  difference 
in  Cuba  today. 

Bishop  Short  and  Dr.  Carrazana,  pastor  of  the  Costen  J.  Harrell  Church 
in  Havana,  were  interviewed  by  the  press  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Feb.  17  at  the 
Methodist  Church’s  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Convocation. 

Bishop  Short  visited  Cuba  in  January  following  the  death  of  Bishop 
John  Branscomb,  who  administered  the  Florida  and  Cuba  annual  confer¬ 


ences.  Bishop  Short,  who  formerly  p: 

Asbury*  s  Letters 
Recommended  For 
Lenten  Reading 

For  good  Lenten  reading  Nash  K. 
Burger  of  The  New  York  Times 
book  review  staff  has  recommended 
the  Journal  and  Letters  of  Francis 
Asbury. 

Readers  who  want  to  see  a  good 
life  in  action  can  do  so  with  pleasure 
and  profit  in  these  pages,  Mr.  Burger 
wrote. 

The  three  volumes,  edited  by  Dr. 
Elmer  T.  Clark,  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts 
and  Dr.  Jacob  S.  Payton,  the  review¬ 
er  called  “a  social  and  religious 
document  of  unusual  interest  and 
importance.” 

Special  praise  was  given  the  cop¬ 
ious  annotations  supplied  by  the  ed¬ 
itors.  “Models  of  clarity  and  relev¬ 
ance”,  is  the  way  they  were  de¬ 
scribed. 

The  Journal,  out  of  print  in  its 
complete  form  for  many  years  has 
been  a  cooperative  publishing  ven¬ 
ture  between  the  Epworth  Press  in 
London  and  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  in  the  U.  S. 

Many  of  the  500  letters  of  Asbury 
are  published  for  the  first  time.  Mr. 
Burger  characterised  the  pioneer 
bishop’s  prose  as  “spare  and  disci¬ 
plined  as  his  life.” 

WCC  To  Consider 
“Live  Issues”  In 
1961  Assembly 

A  special  emphasis  on  questions 
that  “come  out  of  the  life  of  the 
churches  and  are  live  issues  for  their 
members”  will  mark  the  next  as¬ 
sembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  be  held  in  December 
1961. 

The  600  delegates  to  the  assembly, 
tentatively  scheduled  to  meet  at 
Peradeniya,  Ceylon,  will  consider 
these  “live  issues”  under  three  sec¬ 
tions  dealing  with  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  the  witness  of  the  Church, 
and  the  service  of  the  Church. 

The  assembly  is  constitutionally 
the  principal  authority  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  irr  which  all  its  members  have 
the  right  to  be  represented.  The  first 
assembly  was  held  in  Amsterdam, 
the  Netherlands,  in  1948  and  the 
second  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  in  1954. 

Assemblies  are  normally  held  ev¬ 
ery  six  years  and  the  Third  Assem¬ 
bly  was  originally  scheduled  for 
1960  but  has  been  delayed  until 
Christmas  time  1961  in  order  that 
the  member  units  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Inter- 

had  started  up  again  and  for  the 
first  time  since  last  July,  and  4.1 
million  persons  were  out  of  work  as 
compared  with  3.8  million  a  few 
months  before,  according  to  govern¬ 
ment  figures.) 


sided  over  the  two  conferences,  will 
supervise  Methodist  work  in  Cuba, 
in  addition  to  the  Nashville  Area, 
until  the  vacancy  is  filled  in  1960. 

Bishop  Short  said  he  was  told  by 
numerous  clergymen  and  lay  lead¬ 
ers  that  “Fidel  Castro  is  the  answer 
to  our  hopes.”  He  said  that  many 
church  leaders  took  part  in  the  revo¬ 
lution. 

Speaking  of  the  mass  executions, 
Bishop  Short  said  the  people  of  Cuba 
feel  that  Americans  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  backgrounds  of  the  kill¬ 
ings. 

He  quoted  one  Cuban  pastor  as 
saying:  “In  all  cases  evidence 
showed  that  the  people  executed 
were  war  criminals  and  most  of 
them  had  been  guilty  of  more  than 
one  crime.” 

Dr.  Carrazana  said  a  group  of 
Protestant  ministers  were  called  to 
the  presidential  palace  recently  for 
a  conference  with  President  Urrutia. 

The  President  said  he  wanted  to 
abolish  every  kind  of  gambling,  a 
major  vice  and  racket  in  Cuba,  Dr. 
Carrazana  said.  “We  have  constant¬ 
ly  opposed  gambling  for  years  and 
years,”  Dr.  Carrazana  explained. 

He  said  the  President  also  had 
named  a  committee  of  three  Protes¬ 
tant  and  three  Roman  Catholic  cler¬ 
gymen  to  advise  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  on  ways  and  means  of  improv¬ 
ing  public  morals. 

The  Cuban  minister  said  that  most 
clergymen  had  opposed  the  Batista 
dictatorship.  He  recalled  his  own 
public  statement  in  1952,  just  after 
Batista  came  to  power,  that  the  coup 
was  “a  knife  in  the  back  of  the 
Republic  of  Cuba.” 

Dr.  Carrazana  said  he  would  not 
have  dared  to  make  such  a  state¬ 
ment  later  on,  even  though  freedom 
to  preach  was  never  denied  the 
Cuban  clergy. 

He  and  Bishop  Short  agreed  that 
the  revolution  is  not  likely  to  hinder 
religion  and  may  create  conditions 
helpful  to  the  continued  growth  of 
the  church. 

Although  Premier  Castro  is  not  a 
Protestant,  he  has  been  gracious  to 
the  evangelicals,  they  said. 

Bishop  Short  noted  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  doubled  its  mem¬ 
bership  in  Cuba  in  the  last  10  years, 
and  now  numbers  about  100  congre¬ 
gations  with  approximately  10,000 
members.  He  plans  to  visit  Cuba 
again  in  July. 


national  Missionary  Council  may 
have  time  to  study  the  proposed 
merger  of  the  two  world  bodies. 

If  approval  is  given  by  the  mem¬ 
ber  churches  and  councils,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  first  major  action  of 
the  assembly  will  be  the  consuma- 
tion  of  the  proposed  merger  of  the 
WCC  and  its  older  sister  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  IMC. 

“Jesus  Christ:  The  Light  of  the 
World”  will  be  the  general  theme 
of  the  assembly,  according  to  a  de¬ 
cision  taken  by  the  Council’s  policy¬ 
making  Central  Committee  last 
August. 


TV  Endowment 
Fund  In  Memory 
Of  Crash  Victims 

The  Children’s  TV  Endowment 
Fund  has  been  established  for  the 
Methodist  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  as  a  memorial  to 
its  three  staff  members  killed  Feb. 
4  in  a  plane  crash  in  New  York  City. 
According  to  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  Spen¬ 
cer  of  Nashville,  general  secretary 
of  TRAFCO,  the  fund  had  reached 
$1,275  on  February  19. 

The  three  staff  members  were 
Rev.  William  A.  Meadows,  Rev.  W. 
Carlisle  Walton,  Jr.,  and  Rev.  Boyer 
H.  Woodburn.  All  were  fathers  of 
children  and  each  of  the  men  was 
interested  in  the  preparation  of  a 
children’s  TV  series  to  influence 
boys  and  girls. 

Dr.  Spencer  said  only  the  income 
from  the  memorial  fund  will  be 
used  for  the  development,  produc¬ 
tion  and  distribution  of  children’s 
television  programs.  In  that  manner, 
he  added,  the  fund  will  be  a  perma¬ 
nent  one  in  which  the  influence  of 
the  three  men  will  live  continuously. 

The  fund  was  launched  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  spontaneous  suggestions  from 
friends  of  the  three  men.  The  be¬ 
reaved  families  had  requested  that 
flowers  be  omitted,  and  friends  felt 
the  Children’s  TV  Endowment  Fund 
would  be  a  fitting  expression  of 
their  sympathy. 

Contributions  to  the  Children’s 
TV  Endowment  Fund  may  be  sent 
to  TRAFCO,  1525  McGavock  Street, 
Nashville  3,  Tenn. 


TRAFCO  Meets  In 
Nashville,  March  6 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  will  have  its  annual 
meeting  March  6  at  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  Nashville,  it  was 
announced  by  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C. 
Spencer,  general  secretary  of  the 
commission. 

The  commission  serves  various 
Methodist  agencies  in  producing  mo¬ 
tion  pictures,  film  strips  and  other 
audio-visuals.  It  cooperates  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  in¬ 
terdenominational  projects. 


Bible  Officials  To  Reveal 
Bible  Lands  To  Travelers 

A  Methodist  Goodwill  Tour  to  the 
Holy  Land  with  Europe  included  is 
being  promoted  by  the  Southern 
Illinois  Conference.  It  will  be  direct¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Karl  Quimby. 

Dr.  Quimby,  long  a  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  an  official  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  at  450  Park 
Avenue,  New  York  22.  He  is  an  in¬ 
ternationally  known  Methodist 
through  both  his  world  wide  mis¬ 
sionary  contacts  and  his  long  chair¬ 
manship  of  the  western  end  of  the 
British-American  program  of  ex¬ 
change  preachers. 

The  tour  leaves  New  York  July 
23  and  returns  September  1.  More 
than  a  tour  to  famous  places,  its 
promoters  describe  it,  “It  is  a  spiri¬ 
tual  pilgrimage.” 

Influential  leaders  of  both  church 
and  state  will  be  interviewed  and 
Methodist  churches  and  ecumenical 
centers  will  be  visited. 
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Southern  Baptists 
Report  Record 
Membership  Gains 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS) — A  record 
membership  of  9,206,758  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for 
1958,  an  increase  of  240,503  or  2.7 
per  cent  over  the  previous  year,  was 
reported  here  by  a  denomination 
official. 

Another  all-time  high  was 
reached  in  total  gifts  to  the  con¬ 
vention  with  $419,619,438  being  con¬ 
tributed  last  year.  This  represents 
an  increase  of  $22,069,091  over  1957. 
Average  per  capita  giving  was  more 
than  $45.50;  in  1957  it  was  $44.34. 

The  figures  were  reported  by  J. 
P.  Edmunds,  secretary  of  the  Sur¬ 
vey,  Statistics  and  Information  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Convention’s  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 


Churches  Escape 
Major  Damage  In 
St.  Louis  Tornado 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  Most 
churches  escaped  major  damage  in 
the  pre-dawn  tornado  which  ripped 
through  St.  Louis,  killing  at  least  21 
persons,  injuring  over  300  others 
and  causing  scores  more  to  flee  from 
crumpled  homes  and  apartments. 

However,  many  of  the  churches, 
either  in  the  path  of  the  twister  or 
close  to  it,  had  their  windows 
knocked  out,  roofs  splintered,  and 
trees  and  shrubbery  torn  up  by  the 
city’s  worst  tornado  in  32  years. 

The  Metropolitan  Church  Federa¬ 
tion,  which  includes  600  Protestant 
churches,  co-operated  with  the  Red 
Cross  in  collecting  funds,  food  and 
clothing  for  the  victims  and  their 
families. 

Catholic  Church  officials,  mean¬ 
while,  said  the  storm  caused  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  damage  to  archdi¬ 
ocesan  institutions  and  moved 
quickly  to  provide  relief  and  com¬ 
fort  for  the  needy. 


Postal  Inspectors 
Investigate  Many 
Obscenity  Cases 


CALVERTON,  N.  Y.  (RNS)  'THE  ELEVENTH  COMMANDMENT'  — 
Rev.  Edward  E.  Martz  (right),  pastor  of  the  Baiting  Hollow  Congregational 
church  here  (in  background),  shakes  hands  with  Police  Chief  Stephen  J. 
Grodsky  before  the  unique  sign  they  designed  to  discourage  speeding  past 
the  church.  "To  date  it  has  been  effective,"  said  Mr.  Grodsky.  "We  call 
it  ‘The  Eleventh  Commandment,"'  he  added.  (RNS  photo) 


School  Administrators  Warned  Against 
Eliminating  God  From  Education 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  (RNS) — A  prominent  Protestant  clergyman 
warned  the  American  Association  of  School  Administrators  at  its  91st  an¬ 
nual  meeting  here  that  the  principle  of  Church-State  separation  must  never 
deteriorate”  into  separation  of  God  from  education. 

Dr.  Louis  H.  Evans  of  Los  Angeles,  minister-at-large  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Board  of  National  Missions,  told  some  15,000  delegates  that 
“the  spirit  must  have  its  place  in  education.” 

“The  ‘free  exercise  of  religion’  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,”  he  said,  “does  not 
mean  the  extermination  of  religion.’  ” 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Post¬ 
master  General  Arthur  E.  Summer- 
field  reported  that  postal  inspectors 
investigated  15,821  complaints  of  ob¬ 
scenity  and  fraud  in  the  U.S.  mails 
last  year.  This  compared  with  13,315 
such  complaints  investigated  i  n 
1957. 

In  his  annual  report,  the  Post¬ 
master  General  said  that  there  were 
5,815  cases  pending  as  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  an  increase  of  16 
Per  cent  over  a  year  ago. 

“Arrests  for  mailing  pornographic 
matter  established  a  new  record,” 
the  Postmaster  General  told  Con¬ 
gress.  “Despite  this,  the  dealers  in 
smut  and  filth  were  more  active 
than  ever,  and  the  avalanche  of 
salacious  material  received  through 
the  mails  continued  to  cause  wide¬ 
spread  public  complaint.” 

“Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
enforce  vigorously  the  postal  ob¬ 
scenity  statutes,”  he  assured  Con¬ 
gress. 


Observing  that  96  per  cent  of  Ar 

Public  Interest 
In  Capitol 
Prayer  Room  Grows 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Con¬ 
tinued  interest  of  the  public  in  the 
Prayer  Room  of  the  United  States 
Capitol  has  led  a  House  committee 
to  recommend  that  54,200  more  cop¬ 
ies  be  printed  of  House  Document 
234  of  the  84th  Congress  (1956) 
which  tells  about  the  room  which 
was  established  for  meditation. 

The  Committee  on  House  Admin¬ 
istration  recommended  that  44,100 
be  printed  for  use  of  the  Members 
of  the  House  and  10,100  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Senate.  This  would  give 
each  member  100  copies,  v/ith  500 
extra  for  the  Speaker  and  Vice 
President.  Printing  cost  was  esti¬ 
mated  at  $1,615. 


;ricans  believe  in  God,  Dr.  Evans  de¬ 
clared  that  the  other  four  per  cent 
have  no  right  to  secularize  the  edu¬ 
cational  process. 

“Recognition  of  God  is  an  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  public  schools,”  he  said, 
stressing  however  that  this  did  not 
mean  the  “interpretation”  of  God. 

“The  ‘fruits  of  faith’,”  he  pointed 
out,  “need  not  include  the  ‘forms  of 
faith’  which  have  no  place  in  our 
public  schools  but  are  for  the 
churches  to  propagate  each  in  his 
own  way.” 

Asserting  that  Communism  “is 
challenging  us  with  a  great  sense  of 
mission,”  the  clergyman  deplored 
the  lack  of  a  "definite  drive  in  life” 
in  many  American  students. 

“You  talk  to  a  Communist,  and  he 
believes  in  something,”  Dr.  Evans 
said.  “You  talk  to  a  Westerner — he 
believes  in  nothing.” 


“U.S.  Schools 
Slight  Religion,” 

Dr.  C.  V.  Newsom 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Carroll 
V.  Newsom,  president  of  New  York 
University,  charged  here  that  Amer¬ 
ica’s  religious  heritage  is  being  ig¬ 
nored  in  the  public  education  of 
this  country’s  youths. 

He  said  narrow  interpretation  of 
the  Church-State  separation  prin¬ 
ciple  is  placing  an  “intolerable  han¬ 
dicap”  on  the  efforts  of  the  “most 
honest  and  dedicated  of  educators.” 

Dr.  Newsom  spoke  at  a  Brother¬ 
hood  Week  observance  program 
sponsored  by  the  NYU  Interfaith 
Council. 

A  “major  fallacy”  in  American 
education,  he  said,  is  the  fact  that 
schools  do  not  emphasize  religion 
in  the  study  of  any  people’s  culture. 
He  stressed  that  “no  component  is 
more  influential  in  the  beliefs  and 
actions  of  men.” 

Dr.  Newsom  said  the  slighting  of 
religion  by  public  schools  is  giving 
American  youths  “a  lopsided  educa¬ 
tion.”  This  fact,  he  observed,  has 
probably  had  deep-seated  effects 
upon  our  society  that  are  now  be¬ 
coming  apparent  in  many  sociologi¬ 
cal,  and  even  political,  phenomena 
that  disturb  everyone. 

“The  tendency  to  slight  our  reli¬ 
gious  heritage  in  the  educational 
program  of  this  country  is  especially 
unfortunate  because  the  reputation 
of  the  U.S.  as  the  ‘melting  pot’  of 
cultures  is  justified  in  a  significant 
way  with  respect  to  our  religious 
accomplishment,”  he  said. 

Observing  that  members  of  dif¬ 
ferent  faiths  live  side  by  side  “in  a 
remarkable  spirit  of  harmony,”  Dr. 
Newsom  said  that  the  very  variety 
of  the  religious  denominations  with¬ 
in  our  society  “has  enriched  our 
culture  in  a  way  that  cannot  be 
minimized.” 


Construction  Is 
Expected  To 
Strike  New  Highs 

Los  Angeles  (RNS) — Spurred  by 
an  expanding  and  mobile  popula¬ 
tion,  Protestant  church  construction 
will  strike  new  highs  for  years  to 
come,  speakers  at  the  19th  annual 
National  Conference  on  Church 
Architecture  agreed  here. 

Scott  Ritenour  of  New  York,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Department  of  Church 
Building,  said  that  at  least  5,000 
new  churches  will  be  needed  an¬ 
nually  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
Protestantism. 

Harold  E.  Wagoner  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  out-going  president  of  the 
Church  Architectural  Guild  of 
America,  predicted  that  an  average 
of  6,000  Protestant  churches  will  be 
erected  each  year  for  the  next  dec¬ 
ade. 

The  three-day  conference  was  at¬ 
tended  by  more  than  1,000  archi¬ 
tects,  church  building  experts, 
clergymen  and  laymen  involved  in 
expansion  projects.  It  was  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  the  NCC  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Church  Building  and  the 
Church  Architectural  Guild. 
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Editorial 


. .  Think  On  These  Things w 

AS  the  calendar  moves  into  the  third  full  week  of  the  Lenten 
season,  it  should  be  helpful  to  recall  that  uppermost  in  the 
Christian’s  thinking  during  this  period  should  be  thoughts 
about  Jesus.  Save  for  Jesus,  there  would  never  have  been  any 
occasion  for  Lent.  Indeed,  the  two  highest  points  in  the  calendar 
of  the  Christian  year  concern  the  beginning  (Christmas)  and  the 
end  (crucifixion  and  resurrection)  of  Jesus’  earthly  life.  Between 
these  two  historic  events  was  a  life  full  of  devotion  to  God  and  man 
that  set  in  motion  influences  which  changed  the  courses  of  per¬ 
sonal  lives,  nations,  empires  and  the  world. 

Lent  should  remind  us  in  each  succeeding  year  of  the  immea¬ 
surable  influence  that  each  good  word  and  kindly  act  have  on  the 
lives  of  others.  Regardless  of  how  such  words  and  acts  may  be 
received,  even  in  a  hostile  or  indifferent  atmosphere,  helpful  forces 
are  set  in  motion  which  live  on  through  and  in  and  among  other 
lives.  We  know  this  to  be  so  because  of  Jesus.  Each  one  of  our 
lives  is  better  today  because  of  the  good  that  He  did  20  centuries 
ago.  Remember  also  that,  for  the  most  part,  He  did  not  live  or 
work  in  a  friendly  social  setting. 

Lent  should  also  remind  us  that  the  quality  of  goodness  which 
Jesus  revealed  is  the  goodness  which  is  the  hope  for  each  one  of 
our  lives  and  of  a  distraught  world.  We  need  this  annual  reminder. 
Each  year  sees  the  rising  of  many  other  “hopes”  which  for  awhile 
have  their  play  and  then  sink  to  the  level  of  false  hopes  of  other 
years. 

Lent  should  further  remind  us  each  year  that  the  quality  of 
goodness  which  blesses  others  and  constitutes  the  world’s  hope  can 
be  present  among  us  in  a  greater  measure  than  ever  before.  Lent 
reveals  to  us  our  own  incompleteness.  Whereas  we  have  stumbled, 
Jesus  did  not  falter.  Our  hope  lies  in  the  reassurance  of  the  Easter 
season  that  we  need  not  stumble.  The  Spirit  of  God  that  was  fully 
in  Jesus  Christ  can  be  in  our  own  lives  in  a  much  fuller  sense,  sav¬ 
ing  us  from  stumbling  and  giving  saving  strength  that  preserves 
even  unto  a  cross.  Because  of  Jesus  we  know  that  more  of  this 
goodness  can  be  in  our  lives  if  we  sincerely  pray  the  prayer  “Not 
my  will  but  Thine  be  done  .  .  .” 

Let  our  minds  dwell  on  Him  during  this  season  and  His  Spirit 
will  be  nearer  to  us. 

What  Concerns  Most  Americans 

IF  your  major  concern  in  life  is  world  peace  and  the  threats  to  it, 
there  are  many  others  about  you  who  share  that  same  concern. 
Indeed,  afccording  to  the  results  of  a  nationwide  survey  an¬ 
nounced  recently  by  Gallop  Poll,  38%  of  Americans  indicated  that 
keeping  the  peace  was  their  answer  to  the  question,  “What  do  you 
think  is  the  most  important  problem  facing  this  country  today?” 

High  cost  of  living  and  the  integration  struggle  were  the  chief 
concerns  of  17%  and  10%,  respectively.  Quite  likely  there  would 
be  some  changes  in  percentages  were  the  surveys  conducted  on  a 
sectional  basis. 

Other  concerns  in  their  order  of  lesser  percentages  included 
unemployment,  national  defense,  “space”  problems,  labor  and  labor 
union  problems,  and  educational  problems. 

We  would  like  to  point  out,  however,  that  the  Christian  church 
is  actively  at  work  in  the  matter  that  concerns  most  people,  keeping 
the  peace.  There  are  those  who  credit  the  influence  of  the  church 
on  this  issue  as  being  very  significant.  A  number  of  the  other  con¬ 
cerns  are  likewise  being  given  considerable  attention  by  many 
church  leaders  and  rank  and  file  church  members  who.  for  one 
reason  or  another  are  moved  to  express  their  Christian  faith  in 
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tackling  great  issues. 

Citizens  of  other  nations  should  find  a  measure  of  reassurance 
that  38%  of  Americans  are  more  concerned  about  having  a  peace¬ 
ful  world  than  any  other  issue.  Coming  at  a  time  when  some 
voices  are  crying  about  America’s  intentions  otherwise,  this  high 
percentage  should  reinforce  the  influence  of  those  who  represent 
America  in  international  councils. 

Contest  For  Methodist  Seniors 

METHODIST  high  school  seniors  have  two  months  in  which 
to  complete  their"entries  in  an  essay  contest  being  spon¬ 
sored  this  spring  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  in  cooperation  with  the  conference  Commission  on 
Higher  Education.  Projected  to  further  interest  among  high  school 
seniors  in  higher  education  in  general  and  Christian  higher  educa¬ 
tion  in  particular,  the  contest  should  attract  wide  participation  by 
Methodist  seniors  throughout  Louisiana. 

Rules  for  this  contest  were  published  in  the  February  19  issue 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  and  are  also  available  from  local 
church,  district  and  conference  leaders.  April  30  is  the  announced 
deadline  for  entries  to  district  representatives.  First  place  award 
in  the  state  is  a  $450  scholarship  to  Centenary  College.  Contest 
rules  also  provide  for  $50,  $30,  and  $20  prizes  to  winners  in  each 
district  of  the  conference.  The  essays,  not  to  exceed  300  words  in 
length,  will  be  on  the  subject  “What  I  Expect  Of  A  Christian 
College.” 

Pastors,  lay  leaders  and  local  church  workers  with  high  school 
seniors  are  encouraging  as  many  Methodist  high  school  seniors  as 
possible  to  enter  this  contest.  In  a  real  sense  no  senior  who  enters 
will  be  a  loser  since  the  experience  itself  should  be  an  invaluable 
one  in  developing  a  new  appreciation  of  the  value  of  Christian 
education. 
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By  WILLIAM  M.  WILDER 


For  I  Am  Persuaded 

f 

Scripture:  Romans  8:38-39 


OUR  Conference  Commissions 
on  Evangelism  has  sug¬ 
gested  to  our  preachers  that 
they  ought  to  preach  evan¬ 
gelistic  sermons  during  the  Sundays 
between  now  and  Easter. 

What  is  an  evangelistic  sermon? 
Should  we  say,  “One  that  preaches 
the  evangel,  the  Good  News  of 
Christ?”  Or  ought  we  to  define  such 
a  sermon  as  one  that  persuades  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  Christian? 

As  I  thought  about  how  I  might 
try  to  present  the  evangel  to  you  in 
a  new  and  fresh  way,  I  was  remind¬ 
ed  of  Paul,  his  conversion  and  his 
preaching.  He  was  a  Hebrew — a 
Pharisee  of  Pharisees;  and  sudden¬ 
ly  he  became  a  Christian. 

Why  was  he  persuaded?  What 
caused  this  change?  Can  a  leopard 
change  its  spots,  or  a  man  change 
his  nature?  How  was  Paul  per¬ 
suaded? 

What  was  it  that  caused  Paul  to 
change  from  Pharisee  to  Christian? 
Was  it  the  Law  that  caused  him  to 
change?  Paul  knew  the  history  of 
his  people.  He  knew  of  the  four 
covenants  that  God  had  made;  one 
each  with  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham, 
and  Moses.  He  undoubtedly  had 
heard  of  Jeremiah’s  prophecy  of  a 
new  covenant.  Paul  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  good  education  and  a 
background  of  religious  training. 

Yet  we  can  see  that  the  Law  had 
brought  no  love  to  his  life.  It  had 
given  him  a  holy  zeal  in  which  he 
was  willing  to  persecute  those  who 
disagreed  with  his  own  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Scriptures.  No,  we  can¬ 
not  say  that  the  Law  caused  Paul’s 
change  of  heart — it  only  made  him 
more  self  righteous. 

Was  it  fear  of  God  that  persuaded 
Paul  to  change?  Paul  must  have 
been  afraid  on  the  Damascus  Road, 
but  I  question  that  fear  changed 
him.  The  truth  is  that  he  had  al¬ 
ways  feared  God.  As  a  small  boy  he 
had  learned,  “The  fear  of  the  Lord 
^  the  beginning  of  wisdom.”  It 
was  fear  of  God  that  drove  him  to 
Persecute  the  Christians.  Did  not 
God  so  desire  His  Law  to  be  obeyed? 
Did  not  this  Jesus  countenance  the 
setting  aside  of  that  Law — did  not 
he  break  the  Sabbath?  Were  not  his 
followers  persons  who  were  upset¬ 
ting  all  the  traditions?  Was  not  the 
Law  in  danger  of  being  destroyed? 
Therefore,  Paul  felt  he  simply  must 
set  out  to  destroy  those  Christians, 
and  all  that  they  were  trying  to  do. 

No,  we  cannot  say  that  it  was 
tear  of  God  that  changed  Paul. 

What  then  was  it?  It  was  Paul’s 
Personal  experience  of  God  and  His 
mve.  Suddenly  Paul  was  able  to 
G°d  in  Christ.  So  vivid  was 
this  vision  that  always  Paul  termed 
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himself  an  apostle,  born  out  of  due 
time  because  he  had  seen  Christ 
resurrected  even  as  had  the  apos¬ 
tles.  God  somehow  smashed  the 
barrier  and  enabled  Paul  to  see. 

Perhaps  this  came  about  because 
Paul  was  unconsciously  thinking  of 
that  strange  man  who  had  died  on 
a  cross — yet  who  was  unable  to 
preach  forgiving  love.  Perhaps 
Paul’s  heart  began  to  change  the 
day  he  held  Stephen’s  cloak  while 
the  mob  stoned  that  man  of  a  radi¬ 
ant  countenance. 

Whatever  started  it,  Paul  had  an 
abrupt  about  face.  He  was  to  go 
away  and  meditate  for  many  years. 
He  was  to  return  as  the  indomitable 
preacher  who  was  afraid  of  no  one 
— not  even  Peter.  He  was  to  change 
the  history  of  the  world.  He  was 
to  stand  in  place  after  place  and 
preach  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
his  Christ — and  pray  “Thanks  be 
unto  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory 
even  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  He 
was  able  to  stand  against  all  com¬ 
ers  —  why?  He  tells  us  himself: 
(Romans  8:38-39)  “For  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  neither  death  nor  life 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present  nor 
things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love 
of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord.” 

What  does  this  say  to  the  person 
seeking  God  today?  How  may  we 
become  persuaded? 

I  think  it  says  first  that  fear  is  not 
the  best  answer.  True,  the  ancient 
Hebrews  approached  God  in  fear, 
and  many  a  religious  man  has  be¬ 
gun  his  journey  to  salvation  because 
of  fear.  Martin  Luther  is  a  good 
example:  he  decided  to  become  a 
priest  because  he  was  scared  to 
death.  But  we  might  date  Luther’s 
real  awakening  to  the  time  when 
he  realized  that  it  was  God’s  for¬ 
giving  love  that  made  salvation  pos¬ 
sible  for  himself  and  for  everyone. 

Today  some  of  our  denominations 
and  churches  base  their  whole  re¬ 
lationship  to  God  and  the  church 
on  a  sort  of  fear  psychology.  This 
often  succeeds  in  a  sort  of  shallow 
way — so  that  we  are  tempted  to 
imitate  their  fear  psychology  so  as 
to  increase  our  membership.  Let  us 
also  remember  that  the  old-time 
evangelist  also  succeeded  in  terror¬ 
izing  many,  and  had  many  to  hit  the 
sawdust  trail.  Let  us  also  recall 
that  many  of  those  converts  were 
backslidden  within  a  week! 

Fear  is  a  way — but  it  is  not  the 
best  way.  Many  men  will  never 
find  God  through  fear.  Many  more 
have  discovered  that  a  religion 
based  on  fear  is  not  much  religion. 


At  the  heart  of  God  is  redeeming, 
forgiving  love.  Paul  found  this  out 
by  personal  observation  of  Stephen. 
He  found  it  to  be  true — for  he,  him¬ 
self,  could  not  possibly  atone  for  his 
sin  as  a  persecutor  of  Christians. 
This  is  why  the  cross  stands  so  high 
in  Paul’s  theology. 

Paul  knew  of  the  old  covenants. 
He  knew  of  his  own  sin.  He  knew 
that  the  old  covenants  did  not  cover 
his  sin.  He  knew  a  new  covenant 
had  been  prophesied — but  to  make 
a  will  effective  someone  must  die. 
So  Christ  had  chosen  to  die  for  him 
and  all  mankind;  through  redeem¬ 
ing  blood  of  Christ  all  men  were  to 
be  brought  under  the  banner  of 
God’s  love.  No  wonder  Paul 
preached  the  cross — no  wonder  he 


believed  that  the  greatest  of  all 
qualities  was  love! 

But  most  of  all,  the  persuasion  of 
Paul  says  to  us  that  we  must  have 
a  personal  experience  of  God  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  Christ.  We  must  see 
Jesus — come  to  know  and  to  love 
Him.  We  will  not  see  him  as  viv¬ 
idly  as  Paul.  But  we  must  read 
about  Him — pray  to  Him— imitate 
Him.  We  must  consider  Him  so 
much  that  He  will  come  to  be  real 
and  personal  to  us. 

There  is  a  saying  that  the  Bible, 
to  be  important  must  become  a  part 
of  life.  The  same  is  even  more 
true  of  Christ.  We  must  keep 
searching,  asking,  looking,  knock¬ 
ing  and  opening  —  until  we  know 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Page  Five 


A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


RETAINING  PERSONAL  VALUES 


More  and  more  we  live  and  move  in  large  masses.  War,  as  well 
as  modern  life,  does  that  to  us.  The  boys  who  lived  in  bunks  and 
barracks  longed  to  get  back  to  the  farm  or  the  village  where,  as  they 
said,  they  could  have  the  world  to  themselves.  Perhaps  there  will  be 
some  decentralization  of  our  large  cities,  but  in  this  day  of  huge  fac¬ 
tories  and  easy  travel  it  will  be  difficult  to  disassociate  ourselves 
physically  from  the  crowd. 

The  growth  of  the  group  tends  to  dwarf  the  individual.  The 
crowded  city  tends  to  smother  individuality.  Lost  in  the  crowd,  we 
are  prone  to  lose  our  sense  of  personal  responsibility,  and  with  that 
our  personal  morals  loosen. 

“Character,”  said  Dwight  L.  Moody,  “is  what  a  man  is  in  the 
dark.”  And  one  form  of  darkness  is  that  of  numbers.  In  the  small 
town  a  man  is  under  observation  of  his  neighbors,  but  in  the  large 
city  there  are  few  neighborhood  newspapers  to  keep  track  of  his 
virtues  and  no  neighborhood  gossips  to  keep  track  of  his  vices.  For 
that  reason  many  a  man  is  not  the  same  in  huge  cities  as  he  is  in  his 
small  home  town.  And  for  the  same  reason,  the  civic  and  social  life 
is  harder  to  maintain  on  a  high  level  in  a  great  city  than  in  a  small 
town.  When  we  live  in  large  cities  and  work  in  huge  factories,  the 
tendency  is  for  morals  to  become  slack,  politics  to  become  machine 
ridden,  and  philanthropy  to  become  cold  and  impersonal. 

What,  for  instance,  does  the  word  neighbor  mean  in  a  city  of  a 
million?  When  we  become  so  hardened  that  a  street  accident  in¬ 
volving  loss  of  limb  or  life  means  little  more  to  us  than  an  inconveni¬ 
ent  blocking  of  traffic;  when  the  visit  of  the  doctor  to  the  apartment 
across  the  hall  scarcely  arouses  our  inquiry;  when  people  dwell  side 
by  side  without  exchange  between  heart  and  heart,  such  living  is 
demoralizing. 

It  would  be  hard  to  say  how  much  of  our  present  industrial  and 
social  unrest  is  due  to  this  large-scale  living  and  working  with  the 
attendant  lack  of  personal  acquaintance  and  individual  attention. 

An  employer  in  Connecticut  told  me  proudly  of  the  good  relations 
in  his  factory  of  six  hundred  employees.  The  men  were  organized 
but  they  were  known  to  him  personally,  and  in  that  atmosphere  of 
mutual  acquaintance  and  understanding  their  difficulties  dissolved. 
Such  association  cannot  be  paralleled  in  large  factories,  but  some 
more  personal  relationships  must  replace  the  long-range  dealings  be¬ 
tween  men  unknown  to  one  another. 

More  important  than  the  production  of  things  is  the  production 
of  men.  And  men  are  not  made  in  masses.  Every  man  is  a  special 
work  of  the  Creator  and  he  requires  the  personal  touch. 

And  we  need  the  spirit  of  Christ  to  preserve  this  personal  touch. 
This  Christ  does  by  proclaiming  a  gospel  of  persons.  Jesus  never 
used  the  big  vague  abstract  terms  so  common  among  us  such  as 
“humanity,”  “society”  or  “the  masses.”  Jesus  dealt  with  a  sick  daugh¬ 
ter,  a  prodigal  son,  a  dishonest  publican,  a  pitiable  Magdalene.  To 
Him  every  individual  was  a  person  known  by  name  not  by  number, 
not  as  “a  hand”  or  as  a  unit  in  so  much  manpower. 

Jesus  also  dealt  with  persons  not  percentages.  His  was  the  gospel 
of  a  Good  Shepherd  who  was  not  satisfied  to  save  99  out  of  100. 
Ninety-nine  per  cent  is  a  mighty  good  average  in  any  modern  mer¬ 
chandising  operation,  but  not  with  Our  Lord  who  goes  out  to  get  the 
one  that  is  lost.  Jesus  pictured  God  as  a  Father,  and  a  father  who 
loses  one  of  his  five  sons  does  not  sit  back  contentedly  and  say,  “Well, 
four  out  of  five — that’s  pretty  good.”  To  a  good  father,  a  son  is  a  son 
whether  he  be  one  of  five  or  ten.  So  is  every  child  of  God  in  his 
Heavenly  Father’s  sight. 

Last  summer  on  a  plane  from  Singapore  to  Manila  we  found  our¬ 
selves  across  the  aisle  from  a  mother  with  three  little  boys,  aged  3, 

5  and  7.  They  were  so  noisy  that  we  were  about  to  ask  the  steward¬ 
ess  to  find  some  seats  more  removed.  Then  we  discovered  that  only 
the  week  before  the  father  of  the  boys  had  been  killed  in  a  motor 
accident  and  the  mother  was  bringing  them  home  to  her  parents  in 
California.  When  learned  this,  our  wish  to  escape  changed  into  a 
desire  to  help. 

If  we  only  knew  what  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  we  touch  in 
the  crowd,  our  cold  shoulders  would  change  into  warm  handclasps. 


The 


Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


One  Day  With  The 
Conference  Lay  Leader 


12:05  A.M.  —  I  arrive  at  Police 
Headquarters  in  response  to  a  re¬ 
quest  from  the  officers.  A  young 
man  is  involved  in  a  crime  and  is 
in  trouble.  He  is  thinking  seriously 
of  a  church-related  career,  but  in  a 
careless  moment  he  made  a  mistake. 
We  talk  at  great  length.  He  tells  me 
through  his  tears  how  worried  he  is 
about  his  future.  I  assure  him  that 
God  is  ready  to  forgive  anyone  who 
comes  to  Him  in  contrition.  He  must 
go  to  jail,  though.  I  loan  him  the 
small  pocket  Testament  that  I 
brought  along.  We  have  prayer  to¬ 
gether. 

1:20  A.M. — I  leave  for  home  after 
assuring  Joe  (that’s  what  we’ll  call 
him)  that  I  shall  see  him  later  in 
the  morning. 

1:40  A.M. — I  crawl  into  bed  and 
ask  God  to  be  very  close  to  Joe. 
Fortunately,  sleep  comes  quickly. 

6:30  A.M. — Time  to  get  up.  There’s 
a  lot  to  be  done  today.  I  manage 
to  arrive  at  the  office  at  7:30. 

8:00  A.M. — I  talk  with  the  Chief 
of  Police.  Since  Joe  is  a  college 
student,  I  must  be  a  sort  of  go-be¬ 
tween  for  the  Police  and  the  Col¬ 
lege.  After  talking  with  the  Chief, 
I  go  out  to  the  College  (here  in 
Jonesboro)  and  have  a  visit  with 
the  Dean,  a  good  friend.  He  wants 
to  help,  but  he  must  be  pretty  strict 
about  dealing  with  the  students. 
After  all,  there  are  always  a  few 
hundred  in  this  large  student  body 
(2700)  who  are  hanging  on  by  their 
fingernails.  The  Dean  says,  “Try  to 


clear  it  up  with  the  Police  first.” 

9:30  A.M. — I  talk  with  the  Police 
Chief  and  the  City  Attorney.  The 
least  of  the  evils  will  be  for  Joe  to 
stay  in  jail  for  a  few  days  without 
charge,  rather  than  to  file  charges 
against  him,  which  will  remain  on 
his  record  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  I 
must  talk  with  Joe  about  this. 

10:00  A.M. — I  visit  Joe  in  jail.  He 
has  regained  composure  and  is  very 
appreciative  of  the  interest  that 
several  men  have  taken  in  him.  I 
suggest  that  since  he  must  be  there 
for  several  days  he  might  as  well 
be  studying.  He  agrees  willingly. 
He  asks  me  to  bring  his  books.  Of 
course,  I’ll  be  glad  to  do  it. 

10:45  A.M. — I  finally  settle  down 
at  the  office  to  answer  mail  and 
prepare  for  the  afternoon’s  work. 

4:00  P.M.  —  I  leave  office  early. 
There’s  a  talk  to  be  made  55  miles 
away  and  I  need  a  few  minutes  of 
rest.  Must  “clean  up”  a  bit. 

7:00  P.M. — Supper  at  the  Church. 
I  eat  more  meals  in  Churches  than 
I  do  at  home! 

8:00  P.M.  —  Speak  to  a  church 
group  about  the  mission  challenge 
of  the  Church  around  the  world. 
The  need  seems  to  be  everywhere. 

10:30  P.M. — I  arrive  home  safe, 
sound,  and  very  tired.  Helen  and 
I  talk  a  few  minutes  about  the  day’s 
experiences  and  of  the  agenda  for 
the  next  day.  I  head  for  the  bed¬ 
room. 

10:50  P.M. — In  bed  at  last!  Wow, 
how  good  can  one’s  bed  feel?  .  • 

A  prayer  of  thanks  and  a  request 
for  Joe,  and  sleep  in  a  very  few 
minutes. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,’’  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  March  15,  1959:  WHAT  WILL  YOU  DO  WITH  JESUS? 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  27:1-2,  11-31;  LUKE  23:1-26 ;  JOHN 
18:28-40,  19:1-18.  LESSON  TEXT,  MARK  15:1-15. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  he  op¬ 
ened  not  his  mouth.  Isaiah  53:7.  (RSV) 


As  last  Sunday’s  lesson  closed,  Jesus  had  just 
been  taken  by  His  enemies  as  He  was  in  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  with  His  apostles.  The 
time  was  about  twelve  o’clock  Thursday  night. 
Judas  had  led  the  enemies  of  Jesus  to  this  place 
of  secret  prayer  of  Jesus  and  His  disciples.  The 
apostles  were  ready  to  defend  Jesus.  Peter  drew 
his  sword  and  cut  off  the  ear  of  the  servant  of 
the  high  priest.  Jesus  stopped  this  show  of 
violence  on  the  part  of  His  disciples  and  quietly 
surrendered  to  the  mob. 

When  the  apostles  saw  Jesus  being  led  away 
to  the  Jewish  courts,  they  became  frightened 
and  ran  away.  Peter,  who  had  talked  so  boldly 
about  dying  with  Jesus,  did  follow  the  crowd 
“afar  off”  until  they  came  to  the  house  of  Annas, 
the  former  high  priest.  It  was  during  these  pre¬ 
dawn  trials  at  the  house  of  Annas  and  Caiaphas, 
the  high  priest,  that  Peter  was  accused  three 
times  of  being  a  follower  of  Jesus.  Each  time 
Peter  denied  that  he  had  ever  known  Jesus. 
In  one  of  the  accusations,  some  one  said  that 
Peter’s  speech  betrayed  him.  Peter  thought  that 
he  saw  a  way  out  of  his  danger.  Hence,  when  he 
was  accused  the  third  time  of  being  a  follower 
of  Jesus,  he  threw  in  a  few  “cuss”  words  with 
his  denial.  That  settled  the  argument  for  Peter 
as  it  would  for  us.  After  the  “cussing”  no  one 
further  accused  Peter  of  being  a  follower  of 
Jesus. 

When  it  dawned  upon  Judas  that  Jesus  was 
being  condemned  to  death,  he  went  back  to  the 
chief  priests  and  elders  with  the  thirty  pieces  of  - 
silver  they  had  paid  him  to  betray  Jesus.  When 
they  would  not  have  it  back,' Judas  threw  the 
money  on  the  floor  of  the  Temple  at  their  feet 
declaring,  “I  have  betrayed  innocent  blood.” 
Matthew  says  that  he  then  went  out  and  hanged 
himself. 

Jewish  Leaders  Responsible  for  Christ's  Death 

If  the  taking  of  Christ  into  custody  in  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  can  be  called  an  arrest, 
we  should  understand  that  this  action  was  taken 
entirely  by  the  Jews.  The  Gospels  variously 
describe  the  multitude  that  took  Jesus  in  hand 
as  a  “Great  multitude  from  the  chief  priests  and 
the  scribes  and  the  elders,”  “Captains  of  the 
Temple,”  and  “Men  and  officers  from  the  chief 
priests  and  Pharisees.” 

So  far  as  the  Record  goes,  the  Roman  author¬ 
ities  paid  little  attention,  if  any,  to  the  ministry 
of  Jesus,  except  those  officers  who  came  to  Jesus 
for  help.  As  a  government,  Rome  paid  no  atten¬ 
tion  to  Jesus  during  His  ministry.  In  the  arrest 
and  trial  of  Jesus,  Roman  soldiers  are  nowhere 
mentioned  until  after  Pilate  had  condemned 
Jesus  to  death.  It  was  Jewish  leaders  who 
brought  Jesus  into  Pilate’s  court. 

Jesus  Tried  in  Jewish  Courts 

When  Jesus  was  taken  in  custody  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Jewish  leaders,  there  followed, 
in  quick  succession,  three  different  trials  in 
Jewish  courts. 

(1)  The  mob  first  tcok  Jesus  to  the  home  of 
Annas,  the  former  high  priest,  the  father-in-law 
°f  Caiaphas  the  hight  priest.  In  this  trial,  Annas 
questioned  Jesus  about  his  followers  and  his 
teachings.  Jesus  replied  that  He  had  taught 
openly  in  synagogues  and  in  the  Temple.  He 
suggested  that  Annas  have  those  who  had  heard 
Him  preach  tell  of  His  teachings.  At  this  answer, 
°ne  cf  those  present  struck  Jesus  as  though  His 
answer  was  an  insult  to  the  presiding  officer. 
Annas  then  sent  Jesus  bound  to  the  house  of 


Caiaphas,  the  hight  priest. 

(2)  In  the  court  of  Caiaphas,  an  effort  was 
made  to  convict  Jesus  of  some  charge  by  the 
use  of  false  witnesses.  However,  the  testimony 
of  the  witnesses  was  so  conflicting  that  even 
such  a  court  would  not  accept  it.  Jesus  made  no 
reply  to  the  false  testimony  that  was  given  in 
the  court  of  Caiaphas.  He  did  not  even  answer 
questions  put  to  Him  by  Caiaphas. 

(3)  Realizing  that  all  they  had  done  was  ille¬ 
gal,  since  a  rule  of  Jewish  law  was  that  no  one 
could  be  tried  at  night,  as  soon  as  it  was  day¬ 
light  the  enemies  of  Jesus  planned  a  daytime 
trial.  The  whole  Sanhedrin,  together  with  the 
chief  priests  and  scribes  gathered  together  in 
daylight  to  give  the  trial  a  semblance  of  legality. 
The  Jews  seemed  to  be  much  more  concerned 
about  legal  procedure  than  they  did  about  jus¬ 
tice. 

In  the  Sanhedrin  the  direct  question  was  put 
to  Jesus,  “Art  thou  then  the  Son  of  God?”  When 
Jesus  answered  that  the  time  would  come  when 
they  would  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God  and  coming  upon  the  clouds 
of  glory,  the  high  priest  “rent  his  clothes”  and 
cried,  “Blasphemy.”  Without  further  witnesses 
the  unanimous  decision  was  that  Jesus  should 
be  put  to  death. 

However,  since  the  Jews  were  subjects  of 
Rome  and  had  no  right  to  execute  anyone,  Jesus 
was  bound  and  led  away  to  the  palace  of  the 
governor,  Pilate.  The  Jews  would  not  go  into 
the  judgement  hall  of  Pilate  since,  as  Jews,  they 
would  be  defiled  by  entering  a  Gentile  hall  of 
this  kind,  and  would  not  be  able  to  eat  the  Feast 
of  the  Passover.  It  was  necessary  for  Pilate  to 
come  out  to  them  to  get  their  charges  against 
Jesus. 

Jesus  Tried  in.  Roman  Courts 

The  whole  process  of  persecution  changed 
when  Jewish  leaders  got  Jesus  into  the  courts 
of  Rome.  The  very  charges  against  Him  were 
changed.  In  the  Sanhedrin,  Jesus  was  sentenced 
to  death  on  the  charge  of  blasphemy.  In  the 
courts  of  Rome  no  mention  is  made  of  this 
charge,  since  such  a  charge  would  have  been 
meaningless  in  a  Roman  court. 

Jewish  leaders  knew  that,  if  Rome  took 
notice  of  any  charges  against  Jesus,  those  charges 
must,  in  some  way  violate  Roman  laws.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  charges  before  Pilate  were  of  this 
nature.  There  were  three  charges:  Luke  23:2. 

(1)  We  found  this  fellow  perverting  the  na¬ 
tion. 

(2)  We  found  this  fellow  .  .  .  forbidding  to 
give  tribute  to  Caesar. 

(3)  We  found  this  fellow  .  .  .  saying  that  he 
himself  is  Christ  a  King. 

Any  one  of  these  charges  would  have  been 
a  serious  matter  in  the  sight  of  a  Roman  court 
if  sustained.  However,  after  Pilate  had  examined 
Jesus  in  his  own  court  and  has  sent  Him  to  the 
court  of  Herod,  neither  found  any  evidence  to 
sustain  either  of  the  charges. 

Pilate  offered  to  allow  the  Jews  to  try  Jesus 
by  their  own  law.  Since  they  did  not  have  the 
power  to  put  one  to  death,  they  refused  this 
offer.  Pilate  declared  more  than  once  that  he 
found  no  fault  in  Jesus  and  tried  to  set  Him  free. 

The  Chief  Priests  Stirred  Up  The  Crowd 

All  along,  jn  this  final  conflict  in  Jerusalem, 
it  was  the  chief  priests,  the  elders  and  the  Phari¬ 
sees  who  were  the  moving  spirits  in  Ihe  plans 
to  destroy  Jesus.  This  was  true  as  various  groups 
came  to  Jesus  on  Tuesday  in  the  Temple  with 


their  questions.  This  was  true  Thursday,  as 
plans  were  made  through  Judas  to  find  Jesus  at 
a  time  and  place  when  His  many  followers  would 
not  be  present.  It  was  true  of  the  crowd  that 
took  Jesus  in  custody  in  the  garden. 

So  it  is,  here  in  the  court  of  Pilate.  It  was 
the  chief  priests  and  elders  who  “moved  the 
people”  to  refuse  the  release  of  Jesus.  The  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  were  plainly  using  a  court  of  justice 
to  further  the  Cause  of  injustice. 

The  Fateful  Choice  Jewish  Leaders 
Were  Forced  to  Make 

Pilate  was  convinced  that  Jesus  was  inno¬ 
cent  of  the  charges  made  against  Him.  He  adopt¬ 
ed  a  plan  which  he  thought  would  force  the  Jews 
to  ask  for  the  release  of  Jesus.  He  did  not  reck¬ 
on  with  the  murderous  hatred  in  the  hearts  of 
Jewish  leaders  for  Jesus. 

Pilate’s  plan  was  linked  with  Rome’s  custom 
of  releasing  a  prisoner,  of  the  multitudes  choos¬ 
ing,  at  the  time  of  the  Feast  of  the  Passover.  It 
was  an  effort  to  lessen  tension,  when  tensions 
were  always  high  among  the  Jews.  Pilate  hit  on 
the  plan  of  forcing  the  Jews  to  choose  between 
Jesus  and  Barabbas,  an  insurrectionist  and  mur¬ 
derer,  for  the  prisoner  to  be  released. 

Nothing  else  gives  clearer  evidence  of  the 
unreasonable  hatred  the  Jewish  leaders  had  for 
Jesus  than  the  fact  that  they  were  willing  to 
choose  Barabbas,  such  a  character  as  he  was, 
instead  of  Jesus. 

What  Shall  I  Do  With  Jesus? 

Apparently  Pilate  was  surprised  when  the 
Jews  asked  for  the  release  of  Barabbas  and 
cried  out  for  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.  According 
to  Matthew,  Pilate  asked  the  Jews  a  question 
which  has  faced  the  multiplied  millions  since 
that  day.  It  was,  “What  then  shall  I  do  with 
Jesus.  The  cry  came  ever  louder,  “crucify  him.” 
Pilate  then  asked  a  question  which,  in  an  effort 
to  be  reasonable,  he  had  already  asked  the  Jews 
twice.  Pilate’s  question  was,  “Why,  what  evil 
hath  he  done?”  With  minds  closed  to  reason  the 
enemies  of  Jesus  continued  to  cry,  “crucify  him.” 

Jesus  was  in  the  court  of  Pilate,  on  trial,  and 
He  could  not  escape  a  decision  about  Him.  Pilate 
had  to  decide  for  or  against  Jesus.  That  same 
decision  is  inescapable  in  the  life  of  every  per¬ 
son  of  earth  who  has  heard  the  story  of  Jesus. 
We  too  must  choose  between  the  spirit  of  Barab¬ 
bas  or  the  spirit  of  Christ.  We  cannot  exclude 
both  and  be  neutral.  Jesus  said,  “He  that  is  not 
for  me  is  against  me.”  Neither  can  we  include 
both.  It  was  Jesus  also  Who  said,  “Ye  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon.”  We  say  “Pilate  was 
on  the  spot.”  So  are  We  and  the  responsibility 
of  Pilate  was  small,  morally,  as  compared  to  our 
responsibility.  Pilate’s  sin  was  not  that  he  con¬ 
sciously  rejected  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God. 
Pilate’s  sin  was  that  he  played  politics  with 
justice  and  condemned  a  Man  in  his  court  to  die 
whom  he  believed  to  be  innocent.  Our  responsi¬ 
bility  is  that  we  stand  with  eyes  wide  open  be¬ 
fore  the  established  claims  of  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  and  deliberately  decide  whether  we  are  to 
accept  or  reject  Him  as  our  Saviour  and  the 
Saviour  of  the  world. 

Pilate  tried  hard  to  escape  the  results  of  his 
weak,  cowardly  decision.  As  he  condemned 
Jesus  to  death  he  said,  “I  am  innocent  of  the 
blood  of  this  just  person.”  He  even  took  water 
and  washed  his  hands  in  the  presence  of  the 
multitude  to  signify  that  he  was  having  nothing 
to  do  with  the  death  of  Jesus.  Nevertheless,  two 
thousand  years  later,  each  Sabbath  morning, 
multiplied  millions  of  people  re-indict  Pilate 
for  the  suffering  and  death  of  Jesus  with  words 
of  the  Apostles’  Creed  which  read,  “Suffered 
under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and 
buried,”  all  under  Pontius  Pilate. 

Willing  To  Content  The  People 

There  is  possibly  no  more  shameful  example 
of  political  cowardice  than  that  of  Pilate  as  he 
sought  to  retain  the  favor  of  the  people  of  Pales¬ 
tine  and  Caesar  in  Rome.  We  have  an  example 
here  of  a  judge  asking  the  people  to  make  his 
decision  for  him  instead  of  handing  down  his 
own  decision. 

The  masses  are  seldom  morally  right.  It  is 
seldom  possible  for  a  politician  to  be  right  and 
please  these  masses.  Pilate  places  policy  above 
principle,  compromise  above  conviction,  cow¬ 
ardice  above  courage.  Such  conduct  has  made 
him  an  object  of  contempt  down  through  the 
ages. 
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REV.  TROY  GARRETT,  pastor  of  the  Quitman 
Methodist  Methodist  Church,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Friday  night  service  during  Week 
of  Dedication  at  the  Hodge  Methodist  Church 
where  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  is  pastor. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader  has  been  invited  by  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  to  serve  on  the  National 
Lay  Committee  on  Evangelism.  This  committee 
will  meet  in  Miami,  Florida,  May  1  through  3. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  STEPHEN  F.  WENDT  an¬ 
nounce  the  birth  of  a  daughter  born  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  February  7.  Her  name  is  Gretchen  Ruth 
and  she  weighed  six  pounds,  9  ounces.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Wendt  is  pastor  of  the  Doyline  Methodist 
Church. 

REV.  HENRY  BLOUNT,  pastor  of  the  G  r  a  c  e 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  annual  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  banquet  of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  14.  Rev.  Loyd  Williams  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Jonesboro  church. 

THE  ANTIOC  PACESETTERS  met  Monday 
evening,  Feb.  16,  in  Ringgold.  The  program 
was  on  the  effects  of  alcohol.  A  film  was  also 
used.  Recreation  and  refreshments  followed  the 
program.  Kaye  Ussery  is  the  reporter  for  the 
Pacesetters. 

REV.  LUMAN  E.  DOUGLAS,  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District,  preached  at  the  morning 
worship  service  of  the  Hodge  Methodist  Church, 
Sunday,  Feb.  15.  He  was  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe,  in  the  Baptismal  service 
for  Timothy  Terral  Lowe  and  John  William 
Hobson. 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  the  North  Baton 
Rouge  Methodist  Church  were  entertained 
with  a  “Sweetheart  Party”  on  Valentine  Day  by 
the  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class.  Miss 
Becky  Baker  was  crowned  Sweetheart  of  the 
church,  and  Michael  Conners  was  selected  as  her 
escort.  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

FRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Winnfield  has 
secured  the  services  of  Miss  Linette  Davis 
as  Educational  Director.  She  will  begin  her  work 
with  the  church  at  the  close  of  the  present  term 
at  Centenary,  where  she  is  graduating  with  a 
major  in  Religious  Education.  Miss  Davis  is  from 
Plain  Dealing.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  WESLEY  COLLEGE  was  started  on  the 
campus  of  Northwestern  State  College, 
Natchitoches,  on  Feb.  5  with  15  enrolled.  The 
course  being  taught  is  the  New  Testament,  and 
is  being  taught  by  Rev.  Robert  Tatum,  director 


of  the  Wesley  Foundation.  Students  from  the 
college  and  interested  lay-people  are  in  attend¬ 
ance. 

REV.  ROBERT  TATUM,  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation,  Northwestern  State  College, 
Natchitoches,  was  the  guest  minister  at  the  mor¬ 
ning  worship  service  of  the  Montgomery  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  Feb.  22.  Rev.  M.  L.  Davis 
is  pastor  of  the  church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tatum  was 
also  the  guest  minister  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  for  the  evening  service  on  the  same 
Sunday.  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
Natchitoches  Church. 

WITH  THE  ORGANIZATION  of  the  Youth 
Choir  recently,  the  Maplewood  Methodist 
Church  now  has  a  total  of  three  choral  groups 
participating  in  its  worship  services.  This  latest 
group  has  a  membership  of  12  and  is  being  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Hunt,  as  is  the  Junior  Choir, 
which  has  a  membership  of  20.  The  two  groups 
participate  in  the  Sunday  evening  worship  hour, 
and  the  Adult  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  War¬ 
ren  Hann,  participate  in  the  morning  worship 
service.  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

LT.  COL.  AND  MRS.  IVY  B.  SORRELLS 
showed  slides  and  gave  talks  concerning 
their  observations  of  life  in  Japan  at  the  Grayson 
and  Kelly  Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday,  Feb. 
8.  The  talks  were  climaxed  with  the  presenting 
of  some  of  the  missionary  work  they  encountered 
during  their  recently  completed  three-year  tour 
of  duty  in  Japan.  Mr.  Sorrells  is  soon  to  retire 
from  the  United  States  Air  Force.  He  will  have 
completed  30  years  of  active  service  with  the 
armed  services  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  in 
May.  Rev.  C.  Ed  Henkel  is  pastor  of  the  Grayson 
and  Kelly  Churches. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  showed  pictures 
made  while  he  was  on  the  South  American  tour 
with  other  preachers  last  year  at  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church,  Wednesday  night,  Feb.  11. 
The  Provencal  Church  members  were  invited 
guests  for  the  service.  Rev.  W.  R.  Akin,  pastor 
of  the  Oak  Grove-Provencal  Charge,  writes,  “We 
were  delighted  to  see  our  mission  program  in 
action  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  we  want 
to  use  this  means  of  saying,  Thank  you  Brother 
Townsend  for  a  wonderful  evening  at  our  church 
here  in  Natchitoches.” 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Vacation  Church  School 
Workshops  will  be  held  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  on  March  10,  and  Lakeview 
Methodist  Church,  Minden,  on  March  17.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  begin  at  9:15  a.m.  Texts  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  are:  Kindergarten,  God  and  His  World; 
Primary,  The  Earth  is  Full  of  His  Riches;  and 
Junior,  Finding  God  through  Work  and  Worship. 


Group  leaders  are:  Mrs.  Carl  Langford,  Mrs.  Loy 
Nelson,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Carter,  and  Mrs.  George  Good¬ 
win.  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel  is  Director  of  the  work¬ 
shops.  Host  pastors  will  be  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Shaw 
at  Lakeview  and  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  at  Trinity. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Maplewood  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  its  annual  Hamburger  sup¬ 
per  on  Jan.  31.  A.  E.  Zerber  was  general  chair¬ 
man,  C.  E.  McSwain,  ticket  chairman,  R.  K.  Lev- 
ens,  publicity,  Ray  Barbour  was  in  charge  of  the 
kitchen,  and  K.  A.  Drake  was  in  charge  of  cakes 
and  pies.  At  least  400  hamburgers  were  made 
and  served  by  the  men.  Homemade  cakes  and 
pies  were  donated  by  the  women  of  the  church. 
This  supper  is  always  an  enjoyable  affair  and  is 
looked  forward  to  by  members  and  friends  of 
the  church  according  to  the  reporter.  Earl  P. 
Schexnailder  is  president  and  Rev.  Oakley  Lee 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Louisiana,  is  the 
author  of  the  meditation  being  used  on  Friday, 
April  17,  by  an  estimated  eleven  million  people 
around  the  world  who  are  readers  of  The  Upper 
Room.  The  Upper  Room,  a  devotional  guide,  un¬ 
der  the  editorship  of  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  has 
a  world  circulation  of  more  than  three  million 
copies.  It  is  published  in  37  editions  including 
30  languages,  English  Braille  and  English  Talk¬ 
ing  Book.  Dr.  Morris  based  his  meditation  on 
Romans  8:28  “He  that  searcheth  the  hearts  know- 
eth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  because  he 
maketh  intercession  for  the  saints  according  to 
the  will  of  God.” 

THE  CUB  DENS  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
DeRidder,  and  their  families  met  Feb.  14 
to  celebrate  the  49th  birthday  of  Cub  Scouting, 
with  a  Blue  and  Gold  banquet.  The  tables  were 
decorated  by  each  of  five  dens  of  the  pack.  Mrs. 
Horace  Bienvenu’s  den  won  the  plaque  for  the 
best  decorated  table.  Gordon  Copeland,  director 
of  the  DeRidder  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a 
member  of  the  District  Commission  of  Boy 
Scouts,  spoke  concerning  the  meaning  of  Boy 
Scouts  and  the  responsibility  of  all  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  and  strive  to  make  the  program  as  ef¬ 
fective  as  possible.  Many  worked  with  Glenn 
Kelley,  the  Cub  Master,  to  make  this  a  very  hap¬ 
py  birthday  for  Cub  Scouting,  for  the  170  cubs 
and  parents.  Rev.  R.  H.  Jamieson  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

MISS  NANCY  BLAKE,  missionary  from  North 
Africa,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  regular 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Sub-District  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Sunday 
afternoon,  Feb.  15.  Miss  Blake  made  a  strong 
appeal  for  the  youth  of  the  church  to  give  them¬ 
selves  to  full-time  Christian  service  in  some  vo¬ 
cation  which  would  fit  into  the  mission  program 
of  the  church.  Kayla  Bernard  is  president  of  the 
Sub-District.  Rev.  Robert  Tatum,  director  of 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern  State  Col¬ 
lege,  Natchitoches,  introduced  the  speaker.  Rev. 
George  Pearce  from  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  Rev.  M.  L.  Davis  from  Montgomery 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Odell  Simmons  from 
Faith  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  were  pre¬ 
sent  with  MYF  groups  from  their  churches.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Akin  is  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove-Provencal 
Charge. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Winnsboro  included  a  supper 
meeting  of  the  Pearl  Harrison  Sunday  School 
Class  on  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  19.  Husbands 
and  friends  of  the  members  were  invited  guests. 
Wm.  R.  Baker  is  teacher  of  the  class.  The  Men’s 
Club  of  the  church  met  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Feb.  17  for  the  monthly  meeting.  The  meal  was 
prepared  and  served  to  the  22  members  present 
by  Mrs.  Shelby  Morse,  Sr.,  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
W.  B.  Bengston  and  Mrs.  Bengston.  The  highlight 
of  the  program  was  an  illustrated  talk  on  the 
“Red  Sea  Scrolls”  by  Wm.  R.  Baker.  As  a  result 
of  the  Evangelistic  Campaign  of  the  church  twen¬ 
ty-five  persons  were  received  into  membership 
of  the  church  in  a  specially  prepared  ceremony 
on  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  22.  Twelve  upon  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  and  the  remaining  thirteen  by 
transfer.  George  Sherman  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Membership  and  Evangelism. 
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Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  dedicate  the  parsonage,  Educational  Build¬ 
ing,  and  lots  of  the  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  March  8  at  7:00 
p.m.  Open  House  will  be  held  in  the  parsonage  from  5:00-7:00  p.m.  At 
the  evening  service.  Bishop  Martin  will  bring  the  message.  Members  and 
friends  of  the  church  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  parsonage,  top  picture,  was  built  in  1954.  It  was  the  second  unit 
of  the  building  program  at  the  Southside  Church  and  is  presently  valued  at 
$23,800. 

The  Educational  Building,  bottom  picture,  built  in  1956  was  the  fourth 
unit  in  the  building  program  and  is  valued  at  $12,300. 


social  security  coverage  on  or  be¬ 
fore  that  date  comes  as  the  result 
of  an  extension  of  time  granted  by 
Congress.  The  extension  of  time 
makes  it  possible  for  a  clergyman 
to  protect  his  social  security  rights 
back  to  1956,  provided  he  had  net 
earning  from  self-employment  of  at 
least  $400,  any  part  of  which  was 
from  his  ministerial  or  religious 
duties  in  a  year.  If  a  clergyman 
who  has  had  two  taxable  years  af¬ 
ter  1956  does  not  elect  coverage  by 
April  15,  1959,  he  is  permanently 


Important  Social 
Security  News 
For  Ministers 

Many  ministers,  who  have  not 
taken  a  vow  of  poverty,  and  who 
want  social  security  coverage  but 
are  not  yet  on  official  record  as 
wanting  it,  have  only  until  April 
15,  1959,  to  file  a  waiver  certificate 
with  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

The  privilege  of  registering  for 


The  opening  service  in  the  new  sanctuary  of  the  Bethel  Methodist 
Church,  Indian  Mound,  Pride,  is  set  for  the  11  o'clock  service,  March  8. 
«ev.  D.  W.  Poole,  district  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  will 
bring  the  opening  message.  Following  services,  there  will  be  an  old  fashioned 
dinner  on  the  ground,"  and  all  are  invited  to  stay  for  the  fellowship. 

This  is  the  culmination  of  almost  two  years  of  uninterrupted  building 
activity,  having  begun  the  educational  building  in  April  7957,  pouring  the 
foundation  of  both  buildings,  and  going  on  to  complete  the  educational 
unit  in  June  1958.  Since  then,  worship  services  have  been  conducted  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  (A  steeple  will  complete  the  picture,  but  was  lacking  when 
the  photograph  was  made.) 

"The  membership  have  contributed  much  time,  talent,  and  labor  into 
the  whole  building  program,  and  we  move  into  this  new  building  with  a 
great  deal  of  hope  and  confidence  in  our  church's  future  in  a  growing  com¬ 
munity. 

"All  are  invited  through  this  medium  to  come  and  share  our  joy  in  this 
memorable  event  in  our  church's  history,"  said  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pastor. 

March  5, 1959 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  March  8th  begins  Week  1  of 
the  Simultaneous  EMC.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  week  Prospect  Lists 
are  prepared,  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Dinner  is  planned,  all 
materials  ordered,  and  a  pho¬ 
tographer  engaged. 

2.  Week  2  begins  on  March  15. 
The  photographer  should  take 
pictures  of  the  church  activi¬ 
ties.  These  will  be  used  in  the 
Canvasser’s  Presentation  book¬ 
let  and  other  publicity.  Also 
on  this  day  the  pastor  and 
General  Chairman  select  the 
Division  Leaders  of  Visitation 
teams. 

3.  On  March  17th  the  Program 
and  Resources  Committee 
holds  its  first  meeting  to  begin 
preparing  the  Church’s  pro¬ 
gram. 

4.  March  18th,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Program  and  Resources 
Committee  holds  a  meeting  of 
the  Commissions  and  Commit¬ 
tees  of  the  church  and  dis¬ 
tributes  the  proper  Work  Sheet 
to  each  one,  asking  that  they 
fill  them  out  with  care. 

5.  On  March  19th,  in  large 
churches,  the  Visitation  Chair¬ 
man  and  Division  leaders  se¬ 
lect  the  Captains  of  Visitation 
teams. 


barred  from  making  an  election 
thereafter. 

Newly  ordained,  commissioned  or 
licensed  clergymen  or  clergymen 
who  have  less  than  two  taxable 
years  ending  after  1954  have  until 


Former  Missionary 
Visits  Centenary 

A  two-day  visit  by  Miss  Nancy 
Blake,  former  special-term  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  to  North  Africa,  was 
sponsored  at  Centenary  College  by 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement. 

Miss  Blake  spent  Tuesday,  Feb. 
24,  conferring  individually  with 
Centenary  students  interested  in 
mission  work.  The  following  day, 
Wednesday,  Feb.  25,  she  spoke  at 
a  meeting  of  the  MSM  in  the  camp¬ 
us  Religious  Center. 

Miss  Blake  first  was  assigned  to 
social-evangelistic  work  in  Fort 
National,  Algeria,  one  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  rural  stations  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  site  of  much  of  the  rebel 
activity  of  the  past  four  years.  She 
directed  youth  activities,  worked 
with  women  and  girls  and  taught  a 
Sunday  School  class  for  boys  there. 
Later  she  was  stationed  in  the  city 
of  Algiers,  where  her  principal 
work  was  directing  the  children’s 
recreational  program. 

Bringing  Miss  Blake  to  the  cam¬ 
pus,  Rev.  James  A.  McLean  said,  is 
in  keeping  with  Centenary’s  policy 
of  providing  students  with  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  with  qualified 
persons  in  the  field  of  mission  work 
and  religious  education. 


the  due  date  of  their  federal  income 
tax  return  for  their  second  taxable 
year  in  which  to  elect  coverage  and 
file  the  certificate. 

The  self-employment  tax  on  1956 
earnings  is  three  per  cent  on  the 
first  $4,200.  For  1957  through  1958 
the  tax  is  3%  per  cent.  Self-employ¬ 
ment  income  in  1959  will  be  subject 
to  3%  per  cent  tax  on  the  first 
$4,800,  as  the  result  of  recent  legis¬ 
lation  that  increased  both  the 
amount  of  salary  and  wages  or  self- 
employment  income  that  will  be 
subject  to  tax,  and  the  tax  itself. 


The  First  Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria,  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  pastor, 
observed  Boy  Scout  Sunday  February  8  by  presenting  three  Scouts  the  God 
and  Country  Award.  The  boys  who  earned  this  high  award  are  Christopher 
Baird,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Baird;  Sam  Bejach,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Bejach;  and  Gordon  Brewer,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Brewer.  Their 
Scoutmaster  is  H.  B.  Staples.  Their  mothers  are  shown  pinning  the  awards. 

First'  Methodist  sponsors  a  Troop  and  has  some  twenty  adults  who  are 
workers  in  the  Scouting  program.  Rev.  James  S.  Jones,  associate  pastor, 
worked  with  the  boys  in  the  five  areas  covered  in  their  year's  work:  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  Christian  witness,  Christian  world  outreach,  Christian  citizen¬ 
ship,  and  Christian  fellowship.  This  church-centered  program  is  administered 
by  the  Protestant  Committee  on  Scouting  and  stresses  experience  in  study 
and  service  to  the  church. 
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The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Integrity 

Every  schoolboy  and  schoolgirl 
has  heard  about  the  Great  Wall  of 
China.  This  wonder  of  the  ancient 
world  was  completed  about  200  B.C. 
The  wall  that  ringed  the  nation  was 
regarded  as  completely  impregnable 
to  the  Tartar  forces  that  threatened 
China.  It  was  high  enough  so  that 
no  capapault  could  throw  its  de¬ 
structive  weapon  into  the  cities  or 
fortifications.  It  was  so  thick  no 
battering-ram  could  make  a  dent 
in  it.  In  fact  it  was  wide  enough  so 
a  horse  and  chariot  could  ride  down 
the  top  on  sentry  duty.  What  possi¬ 
bility  force  of  arms  could  ever  hope 
to  penetrate  this  great  defensive 
structure  which  completely  sealed  in 
the  nation  and  sealed  out  the  ene¬ 
mies  who  would  strike  at  her  heart? 

Yet,  it  is  reported  that  within  the 
first  year  after  the  Great  Wall  of 
China  was  completed  it  was  breach¬ 
ed  three  different  times.  In  other 
words,  enemy  forces  were  able  three 
times  to  penetrate  the  impregnable 
fortress  and  attack  the  Chinese  for¬ 
ces  within  the  wall.  And  each  time, 
the  enemy  gained  entrance  by  brib¬ 
ing  the  gatekeepers! 

So,  the  defense  of  the  nation  in 
that  ancient  day  was  no  stronger 
than  the  character  of  the  sentry  on 
duty  at  the  gate.  And  is  it  any  dif¬ 
ferent  in  our  day?  Are  we  not  at 
the  mercy  of  the  morals  of  our 
citizenry? 

The  defense  of  modern  nations 
lies  in  its  citizens  and  their  moral 
character  rather  than  in  our  modem 
counterpart  to  China’s  Great  Wall. 
Already  the  drums  of  the  Pentagon 
are  beating  along  the  Potomac,  and 
their  cadence  calls  for  continuation 
of  compulsory  military  training  for 
all  able-bodied  young  men.  This  is 
the  great  wall  they  suggest  we  need 
to  erect  in  the  effort  to  stave  off  the 
onslaught  of  communism!  We  are 
called  to  take  on  the  methods  and 
techniques  of  the  totalitarian  dicta¬ 
torships  in  order  to  save  ourselves 
from  them.  Thus  we  find  ourselves 
compromising  the  God-given  free¬ 
dom  of  our  democracy  while  we 
carry  on  a  vestige  of  Prussian  mili¬ 
tarism,  even  though  many  military 
leaders  point  to  the  fallacy  of  peace¬ 
time  military  conscription.  Certain¬ 
ly  the  position  of  the  Methodist 
Church  has  been  made  clear  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  urging  Congress 
to  allow  the  draft  law  to  die  a  nat¬ 
ural  death.  Methodist  youth  should 
be  sharing  with  their  Congressman 
their  concern  over  the  threat  of  the 
continuance  of  this  emergency,  war¬ 
time  method  which  is  now  out¬ 
moded  and  never  was  in  order  in 
peacetime  democracy. 

Our  problem  is  the  training  of 
our  youth  in  character — else  what 
will  there  be  worth  saving  if  war 
should  come?  What  good  a  bomb 
stock-pile  if  there  is  no  honor  or 
integrity  among  the  people?  What 
if  the  forces  of  western  freedom 
should  win  a  third  World  War,  if 
the  free  citizens  lose  the  moral 
struggle  for  sobriety  and  chastity? 
Suppose  there  is  instilled  a  spirit 
of  patriotic  sacrifice — to  what  end 


Little  Rock  Dist. 
Youth  To  Have 
Planning  Retreat 

The  Little  Rock  District  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  will  hold  an  Officer’s 
Training  Retreat  at  Camp  Alders- 
gate  beginning  with  registration  at 
5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  March  6th  and 
closing  with  a  devotional  at  3:00 
p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  7th.  Pros¬ 
pective  officer’s  for  a  position  as  a 
district  officer  or  a  sub-district  of¬ 
fice  have  been  invited  to  attend. 
Adult  leaders  will  be:  Miss  Mary 
Sue  Shepherd,  Mrs.  Pat  Freemyer, 
Rev.  John  Hassler,  Winston  Faulk¬ 
ner,  Rev.  Woodrow  Smith,  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Riggin,  Mr.  E.  F.  Price,  Rev. 
Charles  Baughman. 

Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Methodist  Church,  will 
give  the  closing  meditation.  The  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  Youth  officers 
expected  to  attend  are:  Jennine 
Scott,  Sherry  Daniels,  and  Beth 
Highfill.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rice  is  District 
Director  of  Youth  Work. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Grace  Curtis 

The  Grace  Curtis  Sub-district  of 
the  Paragould  District  met  at  Leo¬ 
nard  Church  on  February  9  at  seven 
o’clock.  Recreation  was  held  preced¬ 
ing  the  meeting.  It  was  led  by  Carol 
Bruner  from  Stanford,  Arkansas  and 
Rev.  Harold  Spence  of  Piggott,  Ar¬ 
kansas. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  David  Gatlin.  Rev. 
Ralph  Hillis  of  Paragould,  Ark.,  was 
in  charge  of  the  program.  He  dis¬ 
cussed  inter-faith  relationships  and 
a  film  was  shown  on  the  subject. 
The  meeting  adjourned  with  the 
M.Y.F.  benediction.  Refreshments  of 
cookies  and  sodas  were  served  after 
the  meeting.  Margaret  Clark  is  pub¬ 
licity  chairman. 


Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  Sub-district  held  its 
regular  monthly  meeting  February 
12  at  the  Methodist  church  in 
Marked  Tree,  Arkansas. 

The  program  was  presided  over 
by  Robert  McGill.  Betty  Carol  Wren, 
Wilson,  district  chairman  of  Faith, 
explained  the  M.Y.  Fund.  Elizabeth 
Tidwell,  Dell,  district  secretary,  and 
Shaw  Bingham,  Centerview,  narrat¬ 
ed,  while  Rev.  Eugene  H.  Hall,  Dell, 
district  youth  counselor,  showed  a 
film  on  the  M.Y.  Fund.  The  film 
showed  how  the  fund  is  used  around 
the  world. 

Recreation  was  participated  in  by 
the  group,  while  the  council  met  for 
the  business  meeting. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
host  church.  Next  meeting  of  the 
sub-district  will  be  March  12  at  the 
Harrisburg  Methodist  Church.  Char¬ 
lotte  Dale  is  publicity  chairman. 


if  there  is  no  deep-seated  reverence 
for  God  and  for  human  personality 
among  the  surviving  post-war  citi¬ 
zenry? 

These  are  questions  that  need  an¬ 
swer  from  those  who  speak  with 
a  youthful  and  Christian  accent! 


REV.  HENRY  A.  RICKEY 


New  Orleans  Dist. 
Superintendent  To 
Be  Sunrise  Speaker 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  New  Or¬ 
leans  district  superintendent,  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  Easter  Sunrise 
service  sponsored  by  the  Delta  and 
North  West  M.Y.F.  sub-districts  of 
New  Orleans. 

The  sermon  of  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey, 
entitled,  “I  Want  To  Live”,  will 
have  five  points  of  vital  importance: 
A  Long  Life;  A  Free  Life;  A  Happy 
Life;  A  Noble  Life;  and  An  Eternal 
Life. 

The  Sunrise  service  will  be  held 
in  New  Orleans  City  Park,  6:30  a.m., 
Easter. 

A  pageant  of  the  Resurrection 
story  from  Matthew  28:1-8  will  be 
given  by  the  youth  of  both  sub¬ 
districts,  when  the  scriptures  are 
read  by  Miss  Susan  Burton  of  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church. 

The  costumes  for  the  pageant  are 
being  made  by  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the 
local  churches  and  one  member  of 
the  cast  will  be  from  each  of  the 
churches  in  the  district. 
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.  Gilbert 

Members  of  the  M.Y.F.  and  their 
guests  were  entertained  with  a  Val¬ 
entine  Banquet,  Saturday  evening 
February  14th,  at  the  Gilbert,  La., 
Methodist  Church.  The  Fellowship 
Hall  was  gaily  decorated  in  the  Val¬ 
entine  theme.  Mr.  W.  B.  Glover  of 
Winnsboro,  La.,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  A  solo  was  rendered  by 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Friedrich,  accompanied 
by  Miss  Diane  McBride.  Mrs.  Fried¬ 
rich  also  led  in  group  singing  of 
love  songs.  Jane  Turnbough  and 
Glen  Harris  greeted  the  guests  as 
they  entered  the  Fellowship  Hall, 
and  passed  out  heart  corsages  and 
programs. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening  was 
the  crowning  of  the  Queen  and  King, 
by  Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrich.  Elected  to 
reign  as  Queen  and  King  were  Shir¬ 
ley  Smith  and  Jimmy  Emfinger. 
This  gala  occasion  was  made  possi¬ 
ble  through  the  W.S.C.S.,  Ladies 
Fellowship  Club,  Fanny  Byerly  Sun¬ 
day  School  class,  and  individual  do¬ 
nations.  Thirty-six  attended. 


Beau-Sweetheart 
Banquet  Is  Held 
At  Crowley  Church 

Several  members  of  the  Maxie- 
Iota  M.Y.F.  group  attended  a  beau- 
sweetheart  banquet  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Crowley,  La. 
The  banquet  was  held  at  7:15  p.m., 
Friday,  February  13. 

The  purpose  of  the  banquet  was 
to  select  a  beau  and  sweetheart  from 
all  the  M.Y.F.  groups  in  the  district. 

The  evening  was  begun  by  the 
attendants  being  served  a  delicious 
meal.  Following  the  meal  was  the 
choosing  of  the  beau  and  sweetheart. 
Representatives  were  present  from 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Crowley, 
Rayne  Methodist  Church,  and  Maxie 
Iota  Methodist  Church. 

Winners  of  this  contest  were  Miss 
Lana  Baron  of  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Crowley  and  Charles 
Precht  of  the  Maxie-Iota  Methodist 
Church. 

The  winners  were  presented  gifts. 
Games  were  played,  and  the  eve¬ 
ning  ended  with  the  M.Y.F.  bene¬ 
diction. 


Nat’l  Convocation 
Of  Meth.  Youth 
To  Be  Aug.  24-28 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  several  other 
well-known  persons  will  be  on  the 
program  of  the  National  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Youth,  to  be  held 
August  24-28  at  Purdue  University, 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

Among  others  scheduled  thus  far 
are  Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  A.  Gill,  presi¬ 
dent  of  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary  and  formerly  managing 
editor  of  The  Christian  Century 
magazine;  Rev.  Dr.  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley,  minister  of  Westwood 
Community  Methodist  Church,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.;  Rev.  Dr.  Chester  A. 
Pennington,  pastor  of  Hennepin 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Minnea¬ 
polis,  Minn.;  Rev.  Dr.  James  S. 
Thomas,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  associate 
director,  Department  of  Secondary 
and  Higher  Education,  Methodist 
Board  of  Education;  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Carl  Michalson,  professor  of  syste¬ 
matic  theology,  The  Theological 
School,  Drew  University,  Madison, 
N.  J. 

“The  convocation  will  attempt 
perspective  through  two  major 
thought  streams,”  said  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Boyles,  Nashville,  “one,  an  affir¬ 
mation  of  the  main  themes  of  the 
Christian  faith;  the  other,  an  ex¬ 
ploration  of  man’s  present  condi¬ 
tion.” 


Junior  Highs  &  Their  MYF 

There  are  various  profitable  ways 
in  which  intermediates  may  use 
their  Christian  Adventure  Booklet, 
Junior  Highs  and  Their  MYF.  It 
may  be  used  as  a  course  of  study 
during  Christian  Adventure  Week, 
an  elective  unit  for  the  meeting  on 
Sunday  evening  or  for  other  addi¬ 
tional  session  periods,  a  guide  to 
young  persons  entering  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  Department,  or  a  source  of 
inspiration  and  guidance  for  every 
MYF  officer. 

Booklets  are  25  cents  each,  and 
the  leaders’  guides  are  20  cents  each. 
Order  from  The  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  serving  your  territory. 
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ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Pulaski  Heights  To  Entertain  L.R.  Guild 


Mrs.  Harrington  To  Speak  At  Jonesboro 


MRS.  HAZEL  DABNEY 


Pulaski  Heights  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  will  entertain  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild  in  its  annual  Week-end 
March  14,  15. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Dabney,  Pine  Bluff, 
conference  secretary  will  preside 
over  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Dabney  has 
served  as  secretary  since  1956,  but 
is  resigning  because  of  illness  in 
her  family. 

Other  conference  guild  chairmen 
are:  Mrs.  Edwin  McKenzie,  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations;  Mrs.  Ross 
Beard,  Missionary  Education  and 
Service;  Miss  Dorothy  N.  Jones, 
Spiritual  Life;  Miss  Mary  Florence 
S  c  o  b  e  y,  Nominations;  Historian, 
Miss  Hanna  Kelly. 


PROGRAM 


1 .00  p.m. 
2 :00  p.m. 


6:00  p.m. 


7  :45  p.m. 


"Ye  Are  The  Light  Of  The  World “ 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  14 

Registration  Educational  Bldg.,  Pulaski  Heights 

Opening  Devotional  . Miss  Dorothy  Jones 

Convening  of  Eleventh  Annual  Weekend  . Mrs.  Hazel  Dabney 

‘‘God's  Light  to  Earth”  . District  Secretaries 

“We  Look  up,  to  lift,  to  love,  to  light”  . . M.  W.  Willis 

"Light  of  the  World”  . . . Conference  Officers 

DINNER  MEETING 

Pulaski  Hgts.  Church  . Miss  Jessie  Ehlers,  presiding 

Skit  on  Publications  and  Literature  . Youth  Group 

EVENING  SESSION 

Scripture  and  Prayer  . Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 

Address  . Miss  Marjery  Mayer 

Fellowship  Hour  . Church  Parlor 


SUNDAY,  MARCH  15 


Lafayette  Hotel 


7:00  a.m.  Breakfast  . . . . . 

Business  Session 

Discussion  Groups  The  Work  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 

10:55  a.m.  Worship  Hour  Pulaski  Hgts.  Methodist  Church 

1:00  p.m.  Luncheon  . Pulaski  Hgts. 

Mrs.  M.  O.  Bettis,  presiding 

“Let  Your  Light  so  Shine”  . Miss  Mary  Joyce  Horton 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

2:15  p.m.  “For  Thou  wilt  light  my  candle,  The  Lord,  My  God  will 

enlighten  my  darkness”  . Mrs.  Fred  Harrison 

REPORTS: 

Special  Music:  Solo  Mrs.  Scott  Savage 

Installation  of  Officers  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott 

Dedication  and  Pledge  Service  Mrs.  J.  L.  Verhoeff 


Lafayette  District 
Officers  Entertained 

Preceding  an  annual  dinner  given 
in  honor  of  Lafayette  District  W.S.- 
C.S.  officers,  the  local  pastors  and 
their  wives,  by  the  Lafayette  First 
Methodist  Church  in  cooperation 
with  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church 
and  Melville  Methodist  Church,  an 
Executive  meeting  was  held. 

The  following  officers  were  pres¬ 
ent:  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard,  Mrs.  P.  D. 
Lambert,  Mrs.  I.  J.  Marcel,  Mrs. 
Carrijane  Yammarino,  Mrs.  Martin 
Welch,  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry,  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Hayes,  Mrs.  Claire  McKinnon, 
Mrs.  John  Dowling,  Mrs.  Belden 
Eox,  Mrs.  Leslie  Morris,  Mrs.  T.  F. 
Wilbanks. 

There  was  a  letter  from  our  Dis¬ 
trict  President,  Frances  Reber,  who 
ioined  her  husband  in  Africa  in 
December.  She  told  of  many  inter¬ 
ring  incidents  of  her  trip. 

A  nominating  committee  consist¬ 
ing  of  Mrs.  T.  F.  Wilbanks,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flur¬ 
ry,  also  of  Lafayette,  was  appointed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  passed 


New  Society 
Organized 

On  the  evening  of  February  6th, 
fifteen  women  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Frank  Clemmons,  met  at  the  Wyatt 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Fort 
Smith  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  The  Wyatt  Memorial  church 
was  formerly  the  Grand  Avenue 
Methodist  church.  Mrs.  A.  L.  Threl- 
keld  was  elected  president,  Mrs. 
W.  D.  Wooten,  vice-president  and 
Miss  Edna  Alvis,  secretary-treasur¬ 
er. 

Mrs.  Hubert  Potts  and  Mrs.  Pres¬ 
ton  Lee  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Church,  Fort  Smith,  were  visitors. 
Mrs.  Ethan  Dodgen,  wife  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  conducted  the 
organizational  meeting.  Mrs.  Robert 
Gregg,  district  promotion  secretary 
and  Mrs.  James  Elmore,  conference 
student  secretary,  assisted. 


that  this  executive  group  write  a 
letter  to  Governor  Long  urging  his 
support  in  an  effort  to  stop  gam¬ 
bling  in  the  state. 


Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington  of  York, 
Nebraska,  will  speak  at  both  the 
North  Arkansas  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  Annual  Meeting, 
March  11,  12,  13,  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  Week-End,  March  14, 
15. 

Mrs.  Harrington  is  the  treasurer 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  an  office  she  has  held  since 
1953.  She  has  served  as  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Nebraska  con¬ 
ference;  is  chairman  of  the  local 
board  of  Mother  Jewel’s  home  in 
York;  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Deaconesses  of  her  conference;  a 
member  of  the  South  Central  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Council;  and  a  member 
of  the  General  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  to  study  the  Jurisdictional 
system. 

Members  of  the  Conference  Guild 
Standing  Committee  are:  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Vida  Fry;  Mrs.  Jessie  Gil- 
stray,  Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Laura  E.  Robertson,  Miss  Martha 
Milburn,  Mrs.  William  Hall,  Mrs. 
Perry  Biggs,  Miss  Mildred  Scott, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Mrs.  James  Up¬ 
ton,  and  the  district  secretaries:  Miss 
Oza  Baker,  Mrs.  Mable  Sherin,  Mrs. 
Laural  McClain,  Mrs.  Davis  Biggs, 
Mrs.  Jim  Boyd,  Mrs.  John  Duke, 
Miss  Martha  Campbell,  and  Miss 
Ava  Ruth  Finch. 

Miss  Mildred  Osment,  conference 
vice-president,  is  Chairman  of  the 
Program  for  the  Annual  Meeting. 
Other  members  of  her  committee 
are:  Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Pearce,  secre¬ 
tary  of  promotion;  Mrs.  Elmus 
Brown,  missionary  education;  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Fulbright,  spiritual  life;  and 
Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  president. 


MRS.  WAYNE  HARRINGTON 


MRS.  MILDRED  OSMENT 


Camden  District 
Officers  Meet 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Camden  District  met  Tues¬ 
day,  the  10th,  at  the  District  Par¬ 
sonage,  Camden  with  twenty-two 
present.  Coffee  and  cookies  were 
served  by  Mrs.  Neill  Hart,  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Curtis,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale,  Mrs. 
Walter  Birch,  Mrs.  H.  A.  East  and 
Mrs  M.  W.  Miller.  Mrs  Miller  gave 
the  meditation. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  McKinnon,  D  is  t  r  i  c  t 
Preisdent,  presided.  Reports  of  their 
lines  of  work  given  by  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Hale,  Promotion  Secretary.  She 
stated  that  a  new  Society  had  been 
organized  this  past  quarter.  Mrs. 
Ray  Hozendorf,  told  of  work  being 
done  at  Wesley  Foundation  on  the 
campus  of  Southern  State.  Miss 
Mary  Joyce  Horton  reported  on 
Rural  work  being  done  and  that 
one  Church  School  had  been  or¬ 
ganized  this  past  quarter.  Mrs. 
Charles  Primm,  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Personnel,  told 
the  highlights  of  recent  U.N.  Tour. 
Thirty-seven  youth  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  made  the  tour,  seven  of  them 
from  the  Camden  District.  Mrs. 
Howard  Elder,  Conference  Secre¬ 


tary  of  Christian  Social  Relations 
urged  all  to  be  more  informed  on 
issues  facing  all  and  to  cooperate 
with  leaders  in  finding  the  answers 
to  our  problems.  Mrs.  Walter  Birch, 
Conference  Secretary  of  Supplies 
told  of  the  need  of  a  Jeep  for  Dorothy 
Kelley  in  her  work  on  St.  Croix 
Island  and  urged  all  to  cooperate  in 
purchasing  this  for  her  use. 

Representing  the  Guild  was  Mrs. 
Oma  Arnold,  The  nomination  com¬ 
mittee  Mrs.  Glen  Martel  chairman, 
and  Mrs.  Cecil  Culver  and  Mrs. 
Hart  were  present  as  well  as  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey, 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Proffitt;  Mrs.  Howard 
East;  Mrs.  C.  Z  Couch;  Mrs  Cliff 
Wright,  Mrs  Floyd  Babel,  Mrs. 
James  Nix,  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis. 
They  all  gave  reports  of  their  of¬ 
fice.  Special  guest  was  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Landrum,  Field  Worker  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  .Division.  All  were  urged  to 
attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Conference  March  17-18  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. 

The  Annual  meeting  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  announced  for  April  14th 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  El 
Dorado.  Mrs.  Primm  dismissed  the 
meeting  with  prayer.  The  group 
went  to  Cedricks  cafeteria  for  lunch. 
Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart  gave  the  invoca¬ 
tion. 
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On  Sunday,  February  15  Scout  Sunday  was  observed 
at  the  11:00  a.m.  service  of  the  Algiers  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  God  and  Country  Awards  were 
given  to  eight  scouts  by  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon,  pastor. 

Scouts  receiving  the  awards  were  James  A.  Brown, 
Roger  Dunn,  Bruce  Kennedy,  Jeffery  Kennedy,  Carl  H. 
Kauffman,  Arthur  M.  Rapp,  Jr.,  Eldon  Shilling  and 


Ronald  Umbach. 

The  parents  stood  with  the  scouts  at  the  time  that 
the  awards  were  presented  and  the  mother  of  each  scout 
pinned  the  award  on  the  uniform  of  the  scout.  H.  H. 
Anderson  is  the  Scout  Leader  and  Arthur  M.  Rapp,  Sr. 
is  assistant. 


CENTENARY  10-YEAR 
DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 
IS  PRESENTED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
DORMITORIES — to  provide  partial 
cost  of  additional  student  living 
quarters.  (Remaining  construc¬ 
tion  funds  to  be  provided  by  the 
federal  government  financing 
through  self -liquidating  bonds.) — 

.  150,000 

SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC  BUILDING— 
to  provide  classrooms,  studios  and 
recording  facilities  for  the  train¬ 
ing  of  music  students  .  .  .  also,  re¬ 
hearsal  space  for  the  band,  choir 
and  symphony  orchestra  .  .  . 
thereby  eliminating  totally  inade¬ 
quate  facilities .  450,000 

DEBT  RETIREMENT — to  repay  ex¬ 
isting  loans  of  funds  utilized  to 
complete  recent  construction  and 
purchase  basic  equipment  for 

these  facilities  .  260,000 

RELIGIOUS  ACTIVITIES  BUILD¬ 
ING — this  project  is  being  under¬ 
written  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Methodist  Churches  . 

.  200,000 

TOTAL  1959  DEVELOPMENT 

FUND  GOAL . $1,700,000 

“This  is  the  challenge  which  our 
community  and  friends  of  the  col¬ 
lege  must  meet  today  if  we  are  to 
build  a  greater  Centenary  for  to¬ 


morrow!  ’  stated  Dr.  Mickle  in  his 
presentation. 

Charlton  H.  Lyons,  Sr.,  unveiled 
an  artist’s  conception  of  what  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  campus  will  look  like  in 
1969  when  all  buildings  in  the  new 
“10-Year  Master  Development  Pro¬ 
gram”  have  been  erected.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  “immediate  needs”  out¬ 
lined  by  Dr.  Mickle,  Mr.  Lyons  an¬ 
nounced  that  additional  facilities  to 
be  included  in  the  10-year  program 
were  a  humanities  building,  which 
will  include  both  classrooms  and 
working  space  for  the  college  ad¬ 
ministration;  an  auditorium;  and 
extension  on  Haynes  gymnasium; 
additional  dormitory  space;  further 
campus  improvement  and  beautifi¬ 
cation;  and  a  material  increase  in 
endowment  funds  to  provide  en¬ 
dowed  faculty  chairs,  sabbatical 
leaves  for  advanced  study,  faculty 
salary  increases,  scholarship  aid  and 
general  operational  support. 

“During  the  next  decade,  $10,000,- 
000  are  needed  to  help  maintain 
Centenary  as  one  of  the  ‘superior’ 
privately-supported  liberal  arts  col¬ 
leges  in  America”,  announced  Mr. 
Lyons.  “It  is  going  to  take  approxi¬ 
mately  $4,000,000  to  provide  the  ad¬ 
ditional  physical  facilities  needed  to 
train  the  much  greater  student  en¬ 
rollment  expected  and  it  is  going  to 
take  another  $6,000,000  in  endow¬ 


ment  funds,  to  retain  a  distinguished 
faculty,  provide  complete  student 
services  and  adequately  maintain  an 
efficient  operation.  Our  10-Year 
Master  Development  Program  is 
basically  the  continuous  cultivation 
of  an  educational  plant  with  ade¬ 
quate  resources  to  produce  useful, 
responsible  citizens,  many  of  whom 
will  become  tomorrow’s  leaders.” 

Paul  M.  Brown,  President  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  Board  of  Trustees,  reviewed 
for  the  committee  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  college  since  it 
began  operation  in  Shreveport  50 
years  ago.  “We  are  extremely  proud 
of  the  record  of  achievement  estab¬ 
lished  by  Centenary,”  stated  Mr. 
Brown.  “This  is  the  Golden  Jubilee 
year  of  operation  for  the  college  in 
our  community.  The  community  is 
to  be  complimented  on  their  atti¬ 
tude  toward  education  and  the  won¬ 
derful  support  which  it  has  given 
to  Centenary  down  through  the 
years.  Without  this  support  from 
the  citizens  and  firms  in  Shreveport 
as  well  as  its  many  friends  else¬ 
where,  Centenary  could  not  possi¬ 
bly  have  attained  the  enviable  rep¬ 
utation  which  it  holds  today.” 

The  “Citizens  for  Centenary” 
Committee  is  composed  of  approx¬ 
imately  200  business  and  civic  lead¬ 
ers  throughout  the  A  r  k-L  a-T  e  x 


Special  Notice  to 
Louisiana  Pastors 

To  all  pastors  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  who  did  Full  Time 
Local  Supply  time  before  enter¬ 
ing  the  Conference; 

1 —  If  you  will  report  these  years 
served — giving  dates,  the  D.  S. 
under  whom  you  served,  and 
the  charges  and  districts,  the 
records  then  can  be  cleared. 

2 —  Please  report  this  to  the  Board 
of  Pensions  of  the  Conference 
where  these  years  were  served 
as  they  must  be  cleared  with 
that  Board  before  any  record 
can  be  made  on  the  service 
records  in  the  Chicago  office. 

3 —  Local  Supply  work  must  have 
been  full  time  and  for  com¬ 
plete  year.  However  any 
years  served  before  entering 
the  conference  will  be  given 
credit. 

4 —  Service  done  in  other  confer¬ 
ences  must  be  cleared  with 
the  board  of  that  conference 
as  that  conference  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  any  pension  for 
those  years  and  not  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board. 

5 —  All  supply  work  is  cleared 
through  the  board  of  the  con¬ 
ference  where  service  was 
rendered  and  paid  for  by  that 
board.  So  please  help  us  to 
make  a  perfect  record  of  your 
service. 

To  all  Full  Time  Accepted  Sup¬ 
ply  Pastors,  who  plan  to  remain 
in  this  relationship: 

1 —  Please  get  the  record  of  your 
years,  a — Where  served,  b — 
When  and  give  the  dates,  c — 
And  under  what.D.  S.  served. 

2 —  Remember  that  this  is  import¬ 
ant  as  the  years  served  must 
be  accurate  and  ten  years  of 
service  is  necessary  for  a  pen¬ 
sion  allowance. 

Mail  any  inquiries  to  the  Board 
of  Pensions,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  W.  D.  Milton,  Chairman, 
West  Monroe,  Louisiana. 


area.  The  group  unanimously  en¬ 
dorsed  the  long-range  development 
program  and  the  forthcoming  cam¬ 
paign  at  the  Monday  evening  meet¬ 
ing. 


Area  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 
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LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Not 

Charge  and  Pastor  New  Ren.  Due  Total 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Total  1203** 


Hot  Springs — 

Oaklawn.  Clyde  T.  Parsons  .  18  46  8  72** 

Malvern — First  Church, 

Virgil  Keeley  .  35  92  7  134** 

Point  Cedar — Sweet  Home, 

K.  Lindsey  .  1  2  ....  3 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Total  2704** 

Village  Ct.,  Eugene  Gilliam  .  11  29  ....  40 


HOPE  DISTRICT— Total  1435** 

Mena  Ct..  Weldon  Rye  .  1  .  1 

Springhill  Ct.,  James  Shaddox  .  2  27  1  30 

Texarkana — First,  Arthur  Terry  .  68  134  3  205** 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Total  2871** 

Bauxite.  C.  W.  Good  .  6  33  39** 

Geyer  Springs, 

Robert  W.  Trieschmann  .  17  26  ...  43 

Little  Rock— 

Asbury,  Otto  W.  Teague  .  10  55  4  69 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  .  35  94  4  133 

Hunter  Mem.,  Everette  Vinson  .  4  19  3  26 

Primrose.  James  R.  Scott  .  10  24  2  36 

Sardis— Bethel,  Robert  L.  Riggin  5  15  1  21 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Total  1099** 

Dumas,  Harould  Scott  .  17  40  57** 

Martin's  Chapel,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  .  4  14  1  19 

Warren,  D.  Mouzon  Mann  .  14  55  4  73 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Total  1433** 

Pine  Bluff- 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd  ....  30  146  4  180** 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren,  Due  Total 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1125** 

Batesville — Asbury,  Virgil  Hainsey 

8 

22  .... 

30 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Total  1862** 

North  Little  Rock— 

First,  W.  Henry  Goodloe  . 

.  30 

248  5 

283** 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— Total  1060 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

— ' Total 

1  1300** 

Elaine  Ct.,  Charles  Casteel  . 

9 

55  2 

63** 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  . 

.  15 

62  4 

81 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1571 

Fort  Smith — 

Glover  Memorial,  Roy  E.  Poynor... 

2 

3  .... 

5 

Ozark,  S.  O.  Patty  . 

.  13 

37  4 

54** 

Van  Buren — 

First  Church,  Harry  Weed  . 

8 

44  4 

56 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1535 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1077 

Hoxie,  Wm.  O.  Hightower  . 

.  16 

27 

43** 

Piggott,  Harold  Spence  . 

17 

52  2 

71*» 

Rector — 

Fourth  Street,  Van  Hooker  . 

6 

17  2 

25 

St.  Francis,  W.  G.  Conner  . 

2 

38  1 

41* 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Total  1110 

Beebe — Ward,  James  W.  Workman  . 

22 

93  5 

120*2 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT- 

-Total 

1336** 

Alexandria — First  Church, 

Not 

Charge  and  Pastor _ New  Ren.  Due  Total 

Guy  M.  Hicks  .  44  134  9  187 

Effie — Bethel,  John  Sayes  .  6  5  ....  11 

Olla,  W.  Harold  Carroll  .  28  31  1  60*3 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1457 
Baton  Rouge — North, 

James  L.  Stovall  .  45  41  8 

Baton  Rouge — Wm.  B.  Reily  Memorial, 

Wm.  E.  Trice  .  12  30  16 

Franklinton,  M.  Dave  Felder  .  15  49  1 

Lottie — Rosedale,  Wayne  Perrott  .  9  18  1 


94 

58 

65** 

28** 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Total  1188** 

Lafayette — First  Church, 

Fred  S.  Flurry  .  44  98  29  111** 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1120 
Jennings,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  .  10  38  1  49 


MONROE  DISTRICT— ToUl  1851** 

Little  Creek— Union,  E.  W.  Corley  ....  7  28  3  38*2 

Monroe — Memorial, 

W.  Ralph  Cain  .  18  74  2  94** 

Tallulah,  Wm.  F.  Mayo  .  7  27  ....  34 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Total  1300 
New  Orleans — 

Lake  Vista,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  ...  17  18  35 

Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex  .  40  70  ....  110 

St.  Luke.  W.  Spencer  Wren  8  16  24 


RUSTON  DISTRICT— Total  2196** 

Castor,  Charles  Wilder  . .  11  13  1  25* 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1858 
Ida — Hosston,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  7  26  ....  33* 
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The  Church  Wide  Mission  Study,  "Concerns  for  North  American  Neigh¬ 
bors",  was  held  in  the  Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  La.,  each  Sunday 
night  in  February,  with  Mrs.  Vernon  Lay,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
on  Missions  in  charge. 

The  picture  above  was  taken  after  the  study  on  "Mexico",  led  by  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Willingham,  and  assisted  by  Mrs.  Irene  Williams,  Miss  Hathea  Searles 
and  Miss  Betty  Hines.  Following  the  talk,  the  children  participated  in  a 
Mexican  Fiesta  and  played  several  Mexican  games. 

The  other  studies  included  programs  centered  around  Cuba,  Hawaii, 
and  Alaska.  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  John  Gay,  Mrs.  P.  K.  Smith,  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Barnwell  were  the  resource  leaders  for  these  discussions.  The  average  at¬ 
tendance  for  the  study  was  118. 


Lodges  Corner 
Church  Completes 
Mission  Study 


in  October  to  head  the  department. 

The  announcement  is  made  by 
Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Education’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church. 


Aids  For  Family 
Week  Activities 

Whether  your  church  is  a  large 
one  with  a  committee  on  family  life 
or  a  small  one  with  direction  of  that 
program  in  the  hands  of  one  person, 
you  will  find  great  help  in  planning 
for  National  Family  Week  in  a  new 
folder  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Christian  Family.  National  Family 
Week  will  be  May  3-10. 

The  theme  for  National  Family 
Week  in  1959  is  “The  Family  and 
the  Bible.”  The  folder  lists  four 
books  that  can  be  recommended  by 
family  life  leaders  to  local  church 
members  for  enriched  Bible  study 
in  preparation  for  and  during  the 
week. 

There  are  two  convenient  order 
blanks,  one  listing  materials  that 
can  be  ordered  from  the  Service 
Department  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  of  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Family  is  a  part, 
and  the  other  listing  materials  that 
can  be  ordered  from  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House  serving  your  ter¬ 
ritory.  Under  the  heading  “Who 
Is  Responsible,”  there  is  a  concise 
explanation  of  how  plans  for  Na¬ 
tional  Family  Week  should  be  ini¬ 
tiated  within  the  local  church. 

One  copy  of  Plans  for  National 
Family  Week  (3005-B)  will  be  sent 
to  pastors.  Others  may  secure  it 
by  writing  to  the  Department  of 
Christian  Family,  Division  of  the 
Local  Church  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  at  P.  O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


Shreveport  Dist. 
Holds  Vacation 
School  Institutes 

The  Vacation  Church  School  In¬ 
stitutes  for  the  Children”s  Division 
of  the  Shreveport  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  were  conducted 
the  first  week  in  March. 

The  first  meeting  was  in  Shreve¬ 
port  at  Caddo  Heights  Methodist 
Church  on  Monday,  March  2  from 
7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  The  second  ses¬ 
sion  was  in  Vivian  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday, 
March  3  from  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  The 
third  meeting  was  in  Mansfield  at 
Mansfield  Methodist  Church  on 
Thursday,  March  5  from  7:00  to 
9:30  p.m. 

The  theme  for  the  school  was 
God  and  His  World.  The  teachers 
were  as  follows:  Mrs.  Doris  Marsa¬ 
lis,  Mrs.  Jeri  Rasch,  Mrs.  Charles 
Stoer,  Mrs.  Wanda  Smith,  and  Mrs. 
Pat  Haun. 


June  To  Be  National 
Recreation  Month 

Church  leaders  will  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  opportunity  to  focus  thought  on 
the  spiritual  and  moral  values  of 
recreation  during  the  month  of 
June,  which  has  been  designated  as 
National  Recreation  Month. 

The  theme  for  the  1959  observ¬ 
ance  is,  “Find  New  Worlds  Through 
Recreation.” 


Under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Claude  Clark,  pastor,  Lodges  Cor¬ 
ner  Church,  Pine  Bluff  District,  has 
completed  its  four-session  study  of 
Alaska  and  Hawaii  during  the 
month  of  January. 

The  study  included  the  text 
“Methodism  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii,” 
with  supplementary  materials  from 
“Concerns  of  a  Continent,”  “World 
Reference  Books,”  “Books  of  Knowl¬ 
edge,”  “Lands  and  People”  and 
other  books  and  magazines  contain¬ 
ing  articles  of  interest  on  the  two 
countries. 

Color  slide  pictures  on  Alaska 
and  Hawaii  were  a  beautiful  and 
informative  feature  of  the  study. 

All  members  attending  presented 
parts  on  the  study  or  completed  spe¬ 
cial  assignments. 


New  Leader  Named  for 
Youth  Voluntary  Service 

Guidance  of  the  program  of  vol¬ 
untary  service  for  Methodist  youth 
became  the  responsibility  of  Rev. 
Theodore  McEachern,  former  direc¬ 
tor  of  youth  work  for  the  South 
Carolina  Conference,  on  February 
1-  This  area  of  the  work  of  the 
Youth  Department,  Division  of  the 
Local  Church  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  was  directed  by  Rev. 
Joseph  W.  Bell  prior  to  his  election 


Shown  is  part  of  the  Church  School  Training  Class 
for  teachers  that  was  recently  completed  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Clem  Baker,  Minister  of  Education.  This  makes  over 
100  certificates  received  in  training  courses  this  year 
at  the  church. 

Back  row — left  to  right,  Ray  E.  Bruce,  Jerry  L.  Pat¬ 
terson,  Dr.  Clem  Baker,  Rev.  W.  O.  Byrd,  B.  E.  Whit¬ 
more,  George  Spencer,  and  W.  K.  Atkinson.  (These  are 
members  of  the  Commission  on  Education  with  an  ade¬ 
quate  background  of  teaching,  both  in  church  and  public 
school  work.)  Jerry  Patterson,  principal  Woodrow  Junior 


High;  B.  E.  Whitmore,  Supt.  of  Jefferson  County;  George 
Spencer,  Church  School  Supt.;  W.  K.  Atkinson,  chairman 
Commission  on  Education.  Second  row — Miss  Carol  Swob, 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Whitmore,  Daniel  Pichon,  Mrs.  Daniel  Pichon, 
Mrs.  Sallye  Reid,  Mrs.  Richard  Smart,  Mrs.  Fuller  Mat¬ 
thews,  Mrs.  Cleve  Want,  Allan  Underhill,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Hornsby,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Meredith,  Dr.  W.  R.  Meredith, 
Douglas  Smith,  Mike  Riggs,  and  Fagan  Smith.  Front 
row — Tommy  Tennyson,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Tennyson,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Brudner,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Jenkins,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Maynard,  Mrs. 
Adele  Phillips,  and  Harley  Cox. 
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A  World  Tour 
For  You 

We  are  in  the  age  of  rapid  travel 
and  no  longer  are  our  “neighbors” 
only  the  people  in  the  house  next 
door.  They  are  in  every  country,  on 
every  continent.  For  example,  it  is 
only  a  quick  hop  of  35  hours  from 
New  York  to  Tokyo,  nearly  halfway 
around  the  earth.  It  is  24  hours  to 
Tel  Aviv  and  about  the  same  to 
Ankara,  Turkey.  In  all  of  these 
places  there  are  people  who  are  in¬ 
teresting  and  fun  to  know,  who  are 
happy  to  share  with  us  their  customs 
and  pastimes. 

But  one  need  not  even  board  a 
plane  to  go  visiting  abroad.  There  is 
still  a  faster  way  to  travel,  one  that 
is  far  easier  and  so  in-expensive  that 
anyone  can  manage  it.  Here,  for  in¬ 
stance,  is  your  “trip”  to  Japan. 

You  arrive  in  Tokyo  with  a  map 
and  a  list  of  exciting  places  to  see. 
You  are  met  by  a  Japanese  boy  and 
girl  who  tell  you  about  their  coun¬ 
try  and  their  daily  lives.  You  play 
their  games  and  learn  to  cook  suki- 
yaki  and  tempura.  You  sing  Orien¬ 
tal  songs,  perform  an  ancient  Japan¬ 
ese  folk  dance,  and  bring  home  a 
lovely  folk  legend  to  tell  your  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends. 

Or  perhaps  you  are  visiting  Tel 
Aviv.  A  young  Israeli  takes  you  a- 
round  his  city  and  shows  you  some 
of  the  lively  and  funny  games  he 
plays  with  his  friends.  You  yourself 
embroider  a  blouse  or  a  tablecloth 
with  Yemenite  designs.  You  cele¬ 
brate  Purim  in  traditional  costumes. 
In  the  evening  everyone  gets  to¬ 
gether  to  sing  “Shalom  A’leychem” 
and  to  dance  the  Hora. 

In  Ankara  you  learn  about  the 
favorite  character  of  Turkish  folk¬ 
lore,  Nas-ed-Din  Hodja,  and  follow 
him  through  his  antics  as  an  archer. 
You  cook  tas  kebab  and  baklava  and 
have  a  party  using  trays  and  dishes 
you  have  made  yourself  from  Turk¬ 
ish  models. 

Or  you  can  join  in  the  carnival 
fun  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Your  Brazil¬ 
ian  style  carnival  costume  is  a  hit. 

This  fabulous  trip  requires  no 
ticket  and  no  passport.  It  is  the  new 
HI  NEIGHBOR  book  and  record. 
Here  is  material  for  groups,  for 
classes,  for  individual  children  of  all 
ages.  Even  adults  will  find  many 
things  that  are  fun  to  do  or  to  know. 
You  can  have  a  real  international 
program  or  you  can  supplement 
your  studies  of  a  specific  country.  It 
helps  with  UNICEF  and  UN  studies, 
too,  for  all  of  these  countries  are  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance  from  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund  and  their 
UNICEF  programs  are  described  and 
enhanced  by  photographs. 

The  book  is  64  pages  long,  bound 
in  a  colorful  cover  and  profusely 
illustrated  with  photographs,  draw¬ 
ings,  maps.  It  costs  $1.00.  A  10-inch 
long  playing  record  carries  on  one 
side  the  songs  from  these  five  coun¬ 
tries  and  on  the  other  side  the 
dances.  A  leaflet  of  full  dance  in¬ 
structions  is  included.  The  record 
sells  for  $3.00.  Both  the  book  and 
record  are  issued  annually  with  five 
new  countries  each  year.  The  coun¬ 
tries  just  mentioned  are  contained 
in  Book  and  Record  No.  II.  Book  I 
and  Record  I  include  Indonesia, 
Italy,  Lebanon,  Paraguay  and  Ugan¬ 
da. 

Here  you  will  find  fun  and  learn¬ 
ing  for  your  school  semester,  for 
your  whole  summer,  for  UN  Day 
programs,  for  pageants,  parties,  in¬ 


CAMP  UTOPIA  SCHOOL-CAMP  BEGINS  THIRD  SUCCESSFUL  SEA¬ 
SON  —  Camp  Utopia  was  organized  in  1956  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
Christian  character  in  an  ideal  environment.  Camp  Utopia  is  a  unique  camp 
in  Alabama.  Young  people  can  enjoy  wholesome  recreation  and  at  the  same 
time  take  academic  courses  in  elementary  and  high  school  and  receive  credit. 
Last  summer  eighteen  schools  were  represented.  National  tests  were  given 
each  student  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  session  and  at  the  end  of  the 
session.  The  tests  indicated  an  average  improvement  of  between  eight  and 
nine  months.  All  faculty  members  are  approved  by  the  State  Department  of 
Education  and  are  active  members  in  their  churches.  Camp  Utopia  is  co¬ 
educational  and  non-denominational.  Five  denominations  were  represented 
at  the  camp  last  summer. 

Camp  Utopia  consists  of  more  than  a  100  acres  of  land  containing  a 
five  acre  lake  stocked  for  the  past  ten  years  with  bass  and  brim.  The  camp 
is  surrounded  by  beautiful  hills.  Flag  mountain  which  is  a  part  of  the  camp 
is  one  of  the  largest  mountains  in  North  Alabama.  The  climate  is  pleasant 
and  blankets  are  used  throughout  the  summer.  The  camp  consists  of  four¬ 
teen  buildings— cabins,  dining  hall,  recreation  hall,  amphitheater,  and  class¬ 
rooms.  The  play  area  has  a  basketball  court,  tennis  court,  baseball  diamond, 
shuffleboard,  horse  trails,  and  a  swimming  area  in  the  lake.  Plans  are  to 
erect  a  library  and  several  more  cabins  in  1959. 

Summer  school  and  camp  will  begin  June  8  and  will  continue  through 
July  25.  Those  who  wish  may  attend  camp  only. 

H.  E.  Moore,  director  of  Camp  Utopia  Inc.,  is  a  Methodist  Minister 
and  a  principal  in  the  Jefferson  County  School  System. 

For  further  information  write  H.  E.  Moore,  M.  A.  4234  5th  Avenue  South, 
Birmingham  6,  Alabama. 


Invitation  Extended  To  Join  The  “ICU 
Air  Tour  To  Japan”  From  October  8-26 

NEW  YORK  —  Americans  interested  in  the  advancement  of  Christian 
education  are  cordially  invited  to  join  an  exciting  “ICU  Air  Tour  to  Japan.” 

The  invitation  was  extended  here  by  the  Women’s  Planning  Committee 
of  the  Japan  International  Christian  University  Foundation.  This  national 
women’s  group  is  sponsoring  the  tour,  which  begins  in  Los  Angeles  on 
October  8  and  ends  in  Tokyo  on  October  26  for  return  flight  to  San  Fran¬ 


cisco. 


The  primary  purpose  of  this  eighteen-day  trip  to  the  Orient  is  to  ac¬ 
quaint  American  men  and  women  with  the  work  of  the  International  Chris¬ 
tian  University  at  Mitaka-shi,  To- 


ternational  dinners.  There  are 
games,  songs,  stories,  crafts,  recipes, 
national  dress,  festivals,  flags,  places 
to  visit  from  each  of  the  five  coun¬ 
tries:  Brazil,  Ghana,  Israel,  Japan 
and  Turkey.  Meet  your  neighbors— 
and  have  fun! 

Record  and  book  may  be  ordered 
from  the  U.  S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF,  United  Nations,  New  York. 
The  Committee  also  has  brochures 
in  bulk  for  free  distribution.  Please 
list  the  quantity  needed  and  the  in¬ 
dividual  to  whom  they  should  be 
sent. 


CHOIR  and 
PULPIT  ROBES 
Finest  quality,  lowest 
prices  —  save  at  Hartley. 
Write  for  free  catalog 
MARTI  FY  RELIGIOUS 
n  Alt  I  LC  I  VESTMENTS 

1813-J  Church  Street 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


kyo,  where  they  have  been  sche¬ 
duled  to  spend  one-fourth  of  their 
time  in  Japan  in  conferences  with 
President  Hachiro  Yuasa  and  his 
staff,  and  in  informal  discussions 
with  members  of  the  faculty  and 
student  body. 

In  conjunction  with  this  year’s 
celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  introduction  of  Protestant 
Christianity  to  Japan,  the  Americans 
will  also  visit  various  Christian  col¬ 
leges,  churches  and  organizations  in 
and  around  Tokyo  and  in  the  Kyoto 


Newer!  coforfort  fabric* 
available.  Write  for 
Catalog  A66. 

E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 
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Mississippi 


New  Hymns  On 
Christian  Education 
Are  Being  Sought 

A  group  of  new  hymns,  “suitable 
for  use  in  gatherings  related  to 
Christian  education,”  is  being  sought 
by  the  Hymn  Society  of  America, 
cooperating  with  the  International 
Journal  of  Religious  Education.  The 
publication  of  the  new  hymns  later 
this  year  will  be  part  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  35th  anniversary  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Journal  as  a 
media  of  religious  education. 

“The  hymns  sought,”  announces 
President  Deane  Edwards  of  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America  (297 
Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.), 
“are  those  which  might  be  used  in 
church  services  in  which  religious 
education  is  emphasized,  including 
services  during  Christian  Education 
Week  and  services  of  dedication  of 
Christian  education  groups;  at  gath¬ 
erings  such  as  workers’  conferences, 
leadership  schools,  workshops,  insti¬ 
tutes,  and  conventions;  and  at  chapel 
services  in  seminaries,  schools  of  re¬ 
ligious  education,  and  colleges. 

“It  is  suggested  that  such  hymns 
might  express  the  personal  dedica¬ 
tion  of  a  teacher  to  his  class;  recog¬ 
nition  by  a  congregation  of  the  place 
of  Christian  education  in  the  total 
life  of  the  church;  and  a  call  to  re¬ 
cruitment  for  the  teaching  ministry.” 

Hymn  texts  only  are  desired  now; 
they  should  be  “in  the  well-known 
meters  found  in  standard  church 
hymnals”  —  though  new  tunes  may 
be  sought  later.  The  new  hymn  texts 
should  be  sent  to  the  Hymn  Society 
of  America  not  later  than  May  15, 
1959. 

Dr.  Edwards  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  the  judges  selecting  the 
new  hymn  or  hymns  to  be  pub¬ 
lished:  Dr.  Gerald  E.  Knoff,  New 
York;  Dr.  Morgan  Phelps  Noyes, 
Montclair,  N.  J.;  Rev.  Herman  J. 
Sweet,  Los  Angeles;  Miss  Edith  Lo¬ 
well  Thomas,  New  York;  Dr.  Loren 
Walters,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Philip  S. 
Watters,  New  York;  Dr.  Bliss  Wiant, 
Nashville. 


area. 

Reservations  for  the  “ICU  Air 
Tour  to  Japan”  should  be  made  well 
in  advance.  A  deposit  of  $200  will 
reserve  a  place  for  anyone  interested 
in  Christian  education  in  Japan  and 
the  International  Christian  Univers¬ 
ity  there.  All  applications  for  and 
inquiries  about  this  tour  should  be 
made  directly  to  Sarah  Marquis 
Travel  Service,  156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  10,  New  York. 

Persons  desiring  additional  infor¬ 
mation  about  “one  of  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  Christian  projects  of  the 
Twentieth  Century”  may  write  to 
Miss  Ruth  Miller,  Secretary,  Wom¬ 
en’s  Planning  Committee,  The  Japan 
International  Christian  University 
Foundation,  Inc.,  44  East  23rd  Street, 
New  York  10,  New  York. 
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Obituary 

MOUSER  —  Cecilia  Mouser,  four 
day  old  infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holmes  M.  Mouser,  Oakdale, 
La.,  died  on  February  8.  Interment 
was  in  the  Oakdale  cemetery. 

Paternal  grandparents  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  V.  M.  Mouser  and  maternal 
grandparents  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S. 
A.  Seegers.  Mrs.  Seegers  is  staying 
with  the  family,  where  there  are 
two  other  children,  until  her  daugh¬ 
ter  regains  her  strength. 

Mary  Johnston 
Hospital  Observes 
15th  Anniversary 

The  Mary  Johnston  Hospital  in 
Manila  —  one  of  overseas  Method¬ 
ism’s  best-known  institutions  —  re¬ 
cently  observed  the  fiftieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  its  service  to  the  Filipino 
people.  “Dedication  Day,”  the  high 
point  of  the  observance,  drew  dis¬ 
tinguished  Filipino  leaders  to  the 
hospital,  including  President  Carlos 
P.  Garcia,  who  was  principal  speak¬ 
er.  Another  leading  participate  was 
Senator  Tolentino,  who  is  leading  a 
fund-raising  drive  for  Mary  John¬ 
ston.  The  Senator  was  born  at  the 
hospital.  Established  by  missionaries 
of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  former  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Mary  Johnston 
today  is  the  only  hospital  in  Manila’s 
Tondo  section,  which  has  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  more  than  350,000.  In  a  single 
year,  its  146  beds  care  for  4,520  pa¬ 
tients,  and  its  outpatient  department 
treats  almost  40,000  persons.  Burned 
out  by  bombings  in  World  War  II, 
Mary  Johnston  Hospital  was  rebuilt 
in  the  late  1940s.  A  new  building 
was  dedicated  in  1950.  Positions  of 
top  responsibilities  in  the  hospital, 


ANNOUNCING 
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News  In  The 
World  Of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

With  an  increasing  number  of 
overseas  students  enrolled  in  two 
colleges  in  Kansas  —  the  Kansas 
State  Teachers’  College  and  the 
Presbyterian  College  of  Emporia — 
the  American  Bible  Society  has  been 
providing  these  students  with  New 
Testaments  or  complete  Bibles  in 
their  own  tongues.  Some  of  these, 
Mohammedan  and  others,  have  nev¬ 
er  before  had  access  to  Christian 
scriptures.  This  year,  translations 
of  the  whole  Bible  in  Arabic,  Per¬ 
sian,  Japanese,  Chinese,  Korean, 
Russian,  Hungarian,  Italian,  Span¬ 
ish,  Portuguese,  French,  German, 
Dutch,  Danish,  Swedish  and  Norwe¬ 
gian  are  being  placed  in  the  William 
Allen  White  Library  at  the  Teach¬ 
ers’  College,  and  in  Anderson  Me¬ 
morial  Library  at  the  College  of 
Emporia. 


American  Methodists  are  being 
urged  to  find  places  for  2,000  refu¬ 
gees  during  the  next  two  and  a 
half  years.  Dr.  Gaither  P.  Warfield 
says  that  several  hundred  refugees 
from  Indonesia,  Hong  Kong,  the 
Middle  East  and  other  countries  will 
receive  their  visas  in  the  next  few 
months.  The  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief,  which  Dr.  War- 
field  heads,  is  “committed  to  plac¬ 
ing  them  in  the  U.S.,”  he  says. 
Church  members  also  are  asked  to 
“help  meet  the  relief  needs  of  the 
world  through  MCOR.”  Dr.  War- 
field  adds  that  “in  the  months 
ahead,  we  may  expect  a  number  of 
“natural  catastrophies,”  and  we  face 
heavy  continuing  responsibilities  in 
Korea,  India,  the  Middle  East  and 
elsewhere.”  A  special  mission  has 
been  sent  to  Cuba  to  determine  what 
MCOR  can  do  to  aid  in  alleviating 
human  need  following  the  revolu¬ 
tion. 


FOR  I  AM  PERSUADED 

(Continued  from,  page  5) 
we  have  found  Him;  even  if  it  takes 
a  lifetime.  Did  not  Jesus  say  much 
this  same  thing  in  the  parable  of 
the  pearl  of  great  price? 

This  is  something  each  must  do 
for  himself.  I  cannot  make  you 
have  a  religious  experience.  No 
matter  how  eloquent  I  may  be,  just 
as  I  cannot  live  your  life  for  you, 
I  cannot  make  you  see  Christ.  All 
I  can  do  is  to  tell  you  I  believe  He 
is  here.  He  is  the  most  real  of  all 
persons.  He  is  Saviour,  Redeemer, 


formerly  held  by  missionaries,  now 
are  held  by  trained  Filipinos.  Mary 
Johnston’s  School  of  Nursing  also  is 
50  years  old.  From  it,  almost  600 
nurses  have  gone  out  to  service  in 
the  Philippines. 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 


“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 


LIDO 

CAFETERIA 


Lillie  Rock,  Arkansas 
815  MAIN  STREET 


Lord.  I  cannot  understand  Him — I 
can  only  love  and  serve.  But  I  too 
am  persuaded  that  neither  death  nor 
life  nor  angels,  nor  principalities 
nor  powers,  nor  things  present  nor 
things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love 
of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord! 

One  other  thing — there  is  nothing 
on  earth  or  in  heaven  or  hell  that 
can  separate  you  and  I  from  God, 
except  ourselves! 

We  can  let  sin  come  in.  We  can 
let  the  dark  shut  out  the  light.  We 
can  turn  away  from  God.  We  can 
fail  to  search — to  ask — to  knock  and 
open.  We  can  hate  and  hurt  others. 
We  can  refuse  to  love  and  serve. 
We  can  so  live  as  to  shut  God  out 
of  our  lives;  thousands,  even  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  are  doing  it.  But 
don’t  you  live  that  way.  Don’t  you 
let  sin  bankrupt  your  soul  and  de¬ 
stroy  the  eternal  out  of  your  nature. 
Seek  Christ;  hold  fast  to  Him,  and 
He’ll  hold  fast  to  you. 

“For  I  am  persuaded  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  prin¬ 
cipalities  nor  powers,  nor  things 


present  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

How  about  you  —  won’t  you  be 
persuaded,  too? 

If  you  were  born 
before  1900... 

...  let  us  tell  you  how  you  can  still 
apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance 
policy  (for  people  up  to  age  80)  so 
that  you  can  help  take  care  of  final 
expenses  without  burdening  your 
family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept.  L307C,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri. 


Enhanced  by  the  Beauty  off 
Laminated  Wood  Arches  from 
Registered  ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE 


Exposed  timber  framing  adds  a  powerful  note  to 
the  integrity  of  this  design.  Here  again  is  evidence 


oi  me  magnificent  use  ot  wood  in  modern  archi¬ 
tecture  in  its  purest  functional  elements.  No  other 
material  expresses  so  fully  the  designer's  creative 
portrayal  of  deep-rooted  spiritual  symbolism.  No 
other  material  is  so  friendly  to  limited 
budgets. 


This  Big  is  Y our  Guarantee 
°  f  Dry,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  •  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Two  “Musts”  For  Methodist  Ministers 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 


The  Pastor’s  Manual  For  Premarital  Counseling 


Prescription:  "Provocative 
Conversations" 

An  “ethical  yardstick,”  to  help 
measure  the  domestic  and  foreign 
policies  of  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment,  has  been  offered  by  the 
National  Lutheran  Council  as  a  bas¬ 
is  of  discussion  in  churches  and 
across  the  coffee  tables.  It  is  offered 
“to  our  fellow  Americans  for 
thoughtful  study  and  test  in  the 
light  of  the  lessons  of  history  and 
of  their  own  insights  and  convic¬ 
tions.”  While  some  of  us  might 
sometimes  like"  to  state  the  “seven 
propositions”  of  this  “yardstick”  in 
less  polysyllabic  language,  the  ideas 
and  ideals  expressed  are  sure  to 
strike  a  responsive  chord.  The  prop¬ 
ositions  are: 

“That  our  nations’  interests,  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  and  welfare  are  not 
only  interrelated  but  also  inextric¬ 
ably  intertwined  and  interdependent 
with  those  of  sister  nations  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

“That  our  nation’s  policies,  do¬ 
mestic  as  well  as  foreign,  should 
be  designed  to  further  purposes  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  well-being  of  the 
whole  family  of  peoples  and  nations. 
In  the  long  view  her  true  ‘national 
interest’  is  best  served  by  advanc¬ 
ing  the  ‘international  interest,”  the 
common  well-being  of  the  whole 
community  of  nations. 

“That  our  nation’s  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  should  be  determined  not  arbi¬ 
trarily,  not  in  isolation,  nor  in  re¬ 
liance  primarily  on  economic  or 
military  power,  but  in  recognition 
of  her  obligations  toward  others 
and  in  harmony  with  universal 
standards  of  law  and  justice. 

“That  our  nation’s  conduct  and 
policy  should  strive  to  develop  in 
partnership  with  other  nations  in¬ 
creasingly  adequate  structures  of 
international  organization  and  law 
to  achieve  justice,  order,  peace  and 
disarmament. 

“That  our  nation’s  posture  in  mil¬ 
itary  and  economic  affairs  should 
be  designed  to  support  an  interna¬ 
tional  equilibrium  which  is  dynamic 
rather  than  static,  involving  not 
only  powerful  nations  but  also  na¬ 
tional  groupings  or  agencies  within 
or  outside  of  the  framework  of  the 
United  Nations  designed  to  develop 
political,  economic  or  military  coor¬ 
dination  until  such  time  as  agencies 
or  international  law  and  justice  are 
sufficiently  established  to  preserve 
world  peace  and  order. 

“That  our  nation’s  efforts  to  main¬ 
tain  her  standard  of  living,  involv¬ 
ing  such  matters  as  immigration, 
trade,  tax,  and  fiscal  policies,  as 
well  as  her  treatment  of  racial,  cul¬ 
tural  and  economic  minorities  with¬ 
in  her  own  borders,  should  mani¬ 
fest  a  sense  of  moral  responsibility 
consistent  with  a  recognition  of 
man’s  individual  dignity  and  worth 
and  also  of  his  membership  in  the 
one  human  family. 

“That  our  nation’s  ‘life,  liberty, 
and  pursuit  of  happiness’  depend  in 
important  measure  upon  her  will¬ 
ingness  to  share  mutually  and  re- 


In  Holy  Matrimony 


Reviewed  by  W.  Neill  Hart,  Camden 


“Every  Methodist  minister  should 
buy,  study  and  use  faithfully  THE 
PASTOR’S  MANUAL  FOR  PRE¬ 
MARITAL  COUNSELING.  Every 
Methodist  church  should  always 
have  on  hand  copies  of  IN  HOLY 
MATRIMONY  to  be  given  to  all 
couples  the  minister  marries.  If  this 
is  done  consistently  there  will  soon 
be  fewer  divorces  and  more  happy, 
stable  marriages — at  least  among 
the  people  called  Methodist.” 

This  statement  was  made  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  request  of  the  Editorial 
Division  of  our  Church  asking  me 
for  an  opinion  of  these  two  books. 
The  statement  is  one  that  I  heart¬ 
ily  believe.  In  these  books  we  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  have  the  key  to  hap¬ 
pier,  more  successful  marriages  for 
our  people — if  only  we  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  opportunity  which  is 
ours. 

Ministers  have  long  felt  the  need 
of  a  good  book  to  give  couples  when 
they  marry,  but  most  of  us  have  not 
found  one  that  is  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory.  At  the  same  time,  most  minis¬ 
ters  feel  keenly  the  need  of  coun¬ 
seling  the  couple  before  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony  is  performed.  How¬ 
ever,  many  ministers  do  not  feel 
qualified  to  do  this,  so  very  little 
or  no  counseling  has  been  done. 

The  General  Conference  of  1956, 
sensitive  to  these  needs,  authorized 
the  Editorial  Division  of  our  Church 
to  prepare  two  books:  one  to  assist 
ministers  in  premarital  counseling; 
the  other  to  be  given  to  the  couple 
getting  married.  They  wanted  these 
two  books  to  be  the  very  best  that 
could  be  secured. 

Accordingly,  two  persons  with 
long  experience  in  writing  and 
teaching  in  the  field  of  family  life 
were  asked  to  prepare  the  books. 
These  writers  worked  diligently  at 
this  task.  After  the  manuscripts 
were  completed,  copies  were  mailed 


sponsibly  with  other  nations  in  de¬ 
veloping  the  latent  resources  and 
potentialities  with  which  these  na¬ 
tions  are  endowed.  Both  govern¬ 
mental  and  voluntary  channels  need 
to  be  used  to  insure  for  the  peoples 
of  the  world  opportunities  for  lives 
that  are  personally  satisfying,  so¬ 
cially  enriching,  economically  pro¬ 
ductive,  and  responsibly  indepen¬ 
dent.” 

These  are  matters  that  must  be 
discussed  pro  and  con  if  our  nation, 
our  democracy,  our  world,  our  hu¬ 
man  family  are  to  live,  and  grow, 
and  expand.  Once  we  assume  that 
we  have  them  and  need  not  discuss 
them,  we  have  lost  them.  After  we 
have  evaluated,  we  must  re-evalu¬ 
ate. 


i 


to  thirty  seven  “Consultants,”  who 
were  asked  to  study,  criticize  and 
improve  the  texts. 

These  consultants  were  also  peo¬ 
ple  with  long  experience  in  the  field 
of  family  life.  They  were  ministers, 
bishops,  college  professors,  home¬ 
makers,  lecturers  and  paid  marriage 
counselors.  They  represented  every 
section  of  the  nation.  All  were  ex¬ 
perienced  teachers,  lecturers  and 
writers  in  the  field  of  family  life. 
Together  they  had  written  over  four 
hundred  books,  many  of  them  about 
the  home.  All  of  the  consultants  took 
their  task  seriously,  criticizing,  eval¬ 
uating  and  suggesting  freely. 

The  two  books  are  now  off  the 
press.  They  are  the  work  of  many 
people  and  represent  the  best  think¬ 
ing  of  our  Church.  They  can  be  used 
by  the  minister  and  the  local  church 
with  confidence  and  assurance — and 
they  should  be  used  by  every  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  and  church. 

The  books  sell  for  a  nominal  price: 
$1.50  for  the  PASTOR’S  MANUAL 
FOR  PREMARITAL  COUNSELING; 
$1.00  for  IN  HOLY  MATRIMONY. 
It  is  expected  that  every  Methodist 
minister  will  buy  a  copy  of  the 
manual,  study  it  carefully  and  use 
it  faithfully;  and  that  every  local 
church  will  purchase  copies  of  IN 
HOLY  MATRIMONY  to  be  kept  on 
hand  and  given  to  each  couple  the 
minister  marries,  the  cost  of  the 
books  being  paid  for  by  the  local 
church  as  it  does  its  church  school 
literature. 

This  is  another  and  a  very  im¬ 
portant  step  on  the  part  of  The 
Methodist  Church  to  try  to  improve 
home  and  family  life.  Our  Church 
has  long  recognized  this  need  and 
has  been  greatly  concerned.  The 
ratio  between  marriage  and  divorce 
in  the  United  States  is  one  in  four: 
one  divorce  for  every  four  marri¬ 
ages.  A  minister  was  shocked  re¬ 
cently  when  he  read  that  when  the 
average  preacher  faces  his  congre¬ 
gation  on  Sunday  morning,  one  out 
of  every  four  of  the  adults  present 
will  be  deeply  concerned  over  his 
or  her  marriage.  Yet  this  statement 
is  probably  true. 

The  Methodist  Church  is  trying 
earnestly  to  assist  the  minister  and 
the  local  church  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  families.  It  is  providing 
many  helpful  resources:  National 
Family  Life  Conferences,  books  and 
literature,  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME 
magazine,  study  courses,  training 
schools  and  seminars. 

These  two  books  are  another  of 
the  many  helpful  resources  of  our 
Church.  They  will  be  the  official 
manuals  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
They  are  non-technical,  readable 


and  understandable.  Any  pastor  or 
couple  can  use  them  with  profit. 
They  are,  therefore,  MUSTS  for 
Methodist  ministers  and  churches. 

I 

Saw 

A  Treasure 
Chest  Offer 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


and  fell  for  it  at  the  moment.  I  an¬ 
swered  the  promoter’s  question  and 
was  told  that  I  had  won  fifty  dollars, 
in  about  ten  seconds.  Inwardly  I 
questioned  the  rightness  of  it  at 
once  for  giving  the  answer  involved 
no  special  knowledge  or  skill  and 
did  not  render  service  to  any  one. 
I  am  against  that  sort  of  profit, 
though  it  may  seem  to  be  coming 
my  way.  Well,  this  scheme  quickly 
broke  down,  not  of  its  weight  but 
its  lightness.  The  so-called  chest  was 
practically  empty.  “Something  for 
nothing”  is  always  false. 

But  it  set  me  to  thinking  anew  of 
how  Jesus  used  the  idea  of  a  treas¬ 
ure  for  valid  teaching.  He  said  you 
can  locate  the  residence  of  a  man’s 
heart  by  locating  his  treasure: 
“Where  your  treasure  is  there  your 
heart  will  be  also.”  He  used  it  to 
suggest  the  source  of  good  action: 
“The  good  man  out  of  the  good 
treasure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth 
good  things.”  And  with  it  he  sym¬ 
bolized  the  invisible  but  rich  nature 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God:  “It  is  like 
treasure  hidden  in  a  field.”  By  the 
common  fact  of  treasure  and  men’s 
desire  to  gain  and  control  it,  he 
sought  to  make  them  see  that  spir¬ 
itual  values  are  as  real  as  money  in 
the  bank,  and  more  enduring  and 
valuable.  So  he  would  have  us  see 
today. 

But  above  all  he  emphasized  that 
a  full  treasury  is  costly.  No  one  ever 
got  it  for  nothing  and  kept  it  with¬ 
out  effort.  The  offer  of  the  treasures 
of  heaven  in  return  for  faith  meant 
just  that  and  no  less.  For  faith  is 
not  the  quick  answer  to  a  light  ques¬ 
tion,  like  mine  to  that  spurious  offer. 
It  is  the  full  pouring  of  one’s  self 
into  a  way  of  life.  It  is  not  a  shallow 
dribble  here  and  there  in  emergen¬ 
cies.  Faith  that  wins  a  treasure  has 
a  beginning  in  time  for  every  indi¬ 
vidual  and  continues  with  him  into 
eternity.  Remember,  the  merchant 
of  the  parable  paid  everything  he 
had  for  the  “goodly  pearl.”  So  do 
we. 
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Conference  Woman’s  Society  Draws  Large 
Attendance  At  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Lincoln,  Nebraska,  secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Service  in  Foreign  Fields  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  opening  devotional  was  led 
by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton  of  Lake 
Charles,  secretary  of  spiritual  life, 
using  the  theme,  “Tidings  that  Light 
the  World.”  Miss  Ella  Hooper  of 
Rosedale,  retired  deaconess  who 
served  42  years,  assisted  Mrs.  Paxton 
by  lighting  a  missionary  candle 
made  from  candles  sent  by  mission¬ 
aries  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
The  candle  remained  lighted 
throughout  the  meeting. 

Directors  of  work  under  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  in  Louisiana  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  Wednesday  afternoon 
session.  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland  of  New 
Orleans,  who  leaves  soon  to  serve 
at  Vellore,  India,  was  presented  Fri¬ 
day  morning.  Conference  officers 
reported  in  groups  of  four;  work¬ 
shops  were  held  for  the  district  and 
local  officers  Thursday  morning. 

Mrs.  R.  O.  Coorpender  of  Baton 
Rouge,  presided  at  the  dinner  hon¬ 
oring  district  officers,  and  Mrs. 
Glenn  Laskey  of  Ruston  was  the 
speaker. 

In  the  business  of  the  conference, 
three  nominees  named  to  the  Juris¬ 
diction  Society  for  election  to  the 
Board  of  Missions  included:  Mrs. 
Laskey,  Mrs.  Dameron  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Dunbar  of  New  Orleans. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  McSween  of  Alexandria, 
treasurer,  conducted  the  Pledge 
Service,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Kilpatrick, 
Mrs.  Paxton  and  Mrs.  MacGowan. 
The  conference  pledge  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion  for  1959-60  is  $106,975.00.  Dis¬ 
trict  presidents  and  treasurers  rep¬ 
resenting  the  eight  districts  pledged 
as  follows:  Alexandria:  $10,000; 
Baton  Rouge:  $16,675;  Lafayette: 
$9,000;  Lake  Charles:  $12,100;  Mon¬ 
roe:  $15,450;  New  Orleans:  $14,350; 
Ruston:  $14,000;  Shreveport:  $25,000. 
The  conference  budget  was  set  at 
$9,600. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Tatum  of  Shreveport, 
secretary  of  Christian  Social  Rela- 
( Continued  on  page  16) 


W.  L.  Jackson,  president  of  Rayville  Methodist 
Men's  Club,  is  shown  here  presenting  Bibles  to  (I.  to  r.) 
Billy  Ray  Hendrix,  captain,  LSU  Football  Team,  and 
David  McCarthy,  tackle  on  the  LSU  Team.  These  two 
teammates  were  honored,  recently,  by  their  hometown, 
Rayvil/e. 


Handsome  plaques  were  also  presented  to  them  in 
behalf  of  the  city  by  James  R.  Craig,  Mayor  Pro  Tern. 

Paul  F.  Dietzel,  coach  of  the  LSU  Tigers,  was 
honored  this  day,  too.  Related  picture  may  be  found 
on  page  three  of  this  issue. 


Over  400  women  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Nineteenth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  held  March  4-6  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
conference  president,  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Kirkpatrick  of  Shreveport,  presided 
at  the  conference  sessions. 

The  theme,  “Immortal  Tidings  in 
Mortal  Hands,”  was  developed  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  program 
chairman,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  of 
Shreveport  in  addresses,  reports,  de- 
votionals,  music  and  special  meals. 

Inspirational  out  of  state  speakers 
included  Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman  of 
Lewisburg,  Tenn.,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  Dr.  Eugene  Smith  of  New  York, 
General  Secretary  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions; 
Miss  Lucile  Colony  of  New  York, 
secretary  of  work  in  India,  Pakistan 
and  Nepal  under  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion;  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Marquardt  of 


til  the  sanctuary  is  replaced,  in  a 
nearby  public  school,  the  use  of 
which  was  offered  church  leaders 
shortly  after  the  fire. 


Shown  above  at  the  Woman's  Society  Conference  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  March  4-6  are,  left  to  right.  Dr.  Eugene  Smith, 
Miss  Lucile  Colony  and  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland. 


Sanctuary  of  New  Orleans  Church  Burns 


The  sanctuary  of  the  Kenner 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans 
was  completely  destroyed  by  a  fire 
on  Tuesday  evening,  March  3. 

Rev.  Marvin  Corley,  pastor  of  the 
Kenner  congregation  since  June, 
1957,  alsa  reported  that  the  educa¬ 


tional  building  suffered  considerable 
damage  from  smoke  and  water,  but 
that  the  sanctuary  was  damaged  be¬ 
yond  repair. 

The  loss  was  partially  covered  by 
insurance  according  to  the  pastor. 

Worship  services  will  be  held,  un- 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  March  12-March  21  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


March  12  .  II  Corinthians  2:12-3:6 

March  13  II  Corinthians  3:7-18 

March  14  .  II  Corinthians  4:1-6 

March  15  It  Corinthians  4:7-18 

March  16  .  II  Corinthians  5:1-10 

March  17  .  It  Corinthians  5:11-21 

March  18  .  II  Corinthians  6:1-10 

March  19  .  II  Corinthians  6:11-7:1 

March  20  .  II  Corinthians  7:2-16 

March  21  .  II  Corinthians  8:1-15 


William  G.  Richards  of  Little  Rock,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Richards  was  recently  honored  by  receiving  the  God  and  Country  Award, 
an  award  of  the  Boy  Scout  program  in  reocgnition  of  experience  and  study 
in  the  area  of  faith,  witness,  and  out-reach,  citizenship,  and  fellowship. 
Young  Richards  is  shown  above  receiving  the  award  from  his  father,  pastor 
of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  who  made  the  presentation 
during  the  morning  congregation  worship  service  on  Sunday,  February  8. 


Legislation  Would 
Permit  Prisoners  To 
Make  Visits  Home 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Legis.- 
lation  to  permit  Federal  prisoners 
-to  make  trial  visits  home  before  the 
expiration  of  their  prison  terms  as 
an  aid  to  rehabilitation  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  Congress  by  Rep.  Eman¬ 
uel  Celler  (D.-N.Y.),  chairman  of 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  bill  (H.R.  4493)  would  per¬ 
mit  the  Federal  prisoner  to  visit  his 
home  “or  other  proper  place”  at  no 
expense  to  the  government  “in  those 
cases  where  the  prisoner  has  a  good 
record,  there  is  no  reasonable  prob¬ 
ability  that  he  will  violate  the  law, 
and  the  visit  will  facilitate  his  re¬ 
habilitation  and  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest.” 

“The  plan  is  designed  to  give  the 
prisoner  some  self  confidence,”  said 
Mr.  Celler,  “and  to  help  him  before 
actual  release  smooth  out  some  of 
the  difficulties  he  is  bound  to  face 
upon  return  to  free  society.” 

It  would  also  facilitate  compas¬ 
sionate  visits  of  prisoners  to  go  to 
the  death  bed  or  funeral  of  a  close 
relative,  the  congressman  said. 

“A  similar  plan  has  been  tried 
successfully  in  England  for  the  past 
five  years  and  there  is  a  definite 


need  for  some  such  flexibility  in  our 
Federal  prison  system,”  he  declared. 

The  bill  would  impose  penalties 
not  only  upon  prisoners  who  failed 
to  return,  but  upon  all  individuals 
who  aided  or  abetted  them  in  vio¬ 
lating  terms  of  their  conditional  re¬ 
lease. 

Mr.  Celler  said  many  religious 
and  civic  groups  interested  in  the 
welfare  and  rehabilitation  of  pris¬ 
oners  have  expressed  an  interest  in 
the  plan. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee. 


Church  Constructions 
Set  New  February  Record 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  set  a  new 
February  record,  thd  Department 
of  Commerce  reported  here. 

In  the  first  of  a  new  series  of 
estimates  being  prepared  by  the 
Department’s  Construction  In¬ 
dustry  Division,  erection  of  re¬ 
ligious  edifices  was  estimated  at 
$70,000,000  during  February. 

Although  this  represented  a 
$3,000,000  seasonal  decline  from 
January,  it  was  $6,000,000  higher 
than  the  same  month  of  1958  and 
$2,000,000  above  the  record  for 
the  month  set  in  1957. 

Church  construction  for  the 
first  two  months  of  1959  was 
nine  per.  cent  ahead  of  the  same 
period  in  1958. 

Methodists 
Receive  Freedom 
Foundation  Awards 

Two  Methodist  ministers  and  the 
Upper  Room  magazine  are  among 
this  year’s  winners  of  cash  awards 
and  George  Washington  honor  med¬ 
als  presented  by  the  Freedoms 
Foundation. 

The  Rev.  Feltham  S.  James,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church 
in  Charleston,  S.C.,  won  a  top  award 
of  $1,000  for  a  public  address,  “For 
God  and  Country.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  Brown 
Harris,  chaplain  of  the  U.S'.  Senate 
and  former  pastor  of  Foundry  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Washington,  D.C., 
was  a  second-place  winner  in  the 
field  of  journalism.  He  was  cited 
for  one  of  his  syndicated  news¬ 
paper  columns. 

The  Upper  Room,  devotional  guide 
published  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was 
cited  for  the  “spiritual  values”  of  its 
Radio-TV  Parish  programs. 

The  foundation’s  awards  are  pre¬ 
sented  annually  at  Valley  Forge, 
Pa.,  for  outstanding  contributions  to 
freedom. 

Reports  Number  Of 
Executions  Lessens 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  total 
of  only  48  executions  were  carried 
out  under  civil  law  in  the  United 
States  in  1958,  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Justice  reported  here. 

This  compared  with  65  in  1957  and 
was  by  far  the  lowest  total  for  any 
year  since  nati<?n-wide  statistics  be- 


Stress  Aid  Through 
Denominational 
Relief  Agencies 

St.  Louis  (RNS)— Church  mem¬ 
bers  were  urged  here  to  help  the 
world’s  needy  through  denomina¬ 
tional  relief  agencies,  rather  than 
through  secular  organizations. 

Dr.  Gaither  P.  Warfield  of  New 
York,  general  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  for  Overseas  Re¬ 
lief,  told  delegates  attending  the 
group’s  19th  annual  meeting  that 
denominational  relief  agencies  are 
the  heart  of  the  church. 

“Secular  agencies  also  are  per¬ 
forming  a  useful  relief  job  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,”  he  said,  “but 
the  dedicated  services,  economic  ef- 
ficiences,  and  voluntary,  co-opera¬ 
tive  approach  of  the  church  agen¬ 
cies  make  it  possible  to  keep  over¬ 
head  to  a  phenomenal  minimum  and 
stretch  the  church  relief  dollar  to  an 
amazing  extent.” 

“We  must  never  forget,”  he  said, 
“that  today  there  are  40  million 
homeless  refugee  s.”  Dr.  Warfield 
pointed  out  that  most  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  in  the  United  States 
work  through  their  own  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  scene  or,  when  it  is 
more  efficient,  they  act  co-opera¬ 
tively  through  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Division  of  Inter- 
Church  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
or  other  interdenominational  chan¬ 
nels. 


gan  to  be  kept  by  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  in  1930.  It  is  believed  by 
penologists  probably  to  be  the  low¬ 
est  number  of  executions  in  the  past 
century  and  reflects  a  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  the  death  penalty  in  many 
states,  in  response  to  demands  from 
religious  and  civic  groups  that  the 
death  penalty  be  abolished. 

Only  15  of  the  49  states  carried 
out  executions  in  1958  and  no  exe¬ 
cutions  occurred  under  Federal  law. 

Twenty  of  the  48  condemned 
criminals  sent  to  death  were  of  the 
white  race.  A  total  of  27  were  Ne¬ 
gro  and  California  executed  one 
man  of  Filipino  race. 

The  median  age  at  execution  was 
28.3  years.  Only  six  of  those  put  to 
death  were  35  or  over.  Forty  execu¬ 
tions  were  for  murder,  seven  for 
rape,  and  one  for  kidnapping.  All 
seven  prisoners  put  to  death  for 
rape  were  Negroes. 

Of  418  prisoners  put  to  death  for 
rape  since  1930,  only  41  have  been 
white,  the  Justice  Department  re¬ 
ported. 


SE  Jurisdictional  Convocation  Sees  Historic  Hymnphonic  Drama 


About  2,000  Methodists  from  nine  Southeastern 
states  and  Cuba  attended  the  premier  performance  of 
“Unfolding  Glory”,  a  hymnphonic  drama,  February  18 
at  Wesley  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  drama  was  in  recognition  of  the  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  union  and  the  175th  anniversary  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  America. 

Authors  of  the  drama  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  W. 
Sells,  of  Atlanta,  one  of  the  executive  secretaries  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council,  and  the  Rev.  Ern¬ 
est  K.  Emurian,  pastor  of  Elm  Avenue  Church,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Va. 

Music  was  by  the  Pfeifer  College  choir  and  the  cast 
of  200  was  from  Candler  School  of  Theology  and  great¬ 
er  Atlanta. 

The  drama  opened  with  John  Wesley  sending  Fran¬ 


cis  Asbury  to  America,  and  then  highlighted  many  of 
the  deevloping  stages  of  growth  of  Methodism  in  the 
United  States. 

In  scenes,  such  as  the  General  Conference  trial  in 
1844,  the  words  used  were  taken  from  the  verbatim  re¬ 
port  of  the  Conference. 

The  purpose  of  the  drama  was  in  keeping  with  the 
aim  of  the  Fourth  Quadrennial  Convocation  of  South¬ 
eastern  Methodism,  of  which  it  was  a  part:  “to  remind 
Methodists  of  their  great  heritage  and  their  present 
possibilities.” 

The  convocation,  which  concluded  Feb.  19,  the  night 
after  the  play  was  presented,  brought  ’together  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  ffom  throughout  the  nation  and  several 
from  abroad. 
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In  Canada 

United  Church  Board  Asks  Canada  Disarm 


TORONTO  (RNS) — This  British  Commonwealth  nation  was  urged  here 
to  set  a  “moral  example”  to  the  world  by  disarming  immediately,  in  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  United  Church  of  Canada’s  Board  of  Evangelism 
and  Social  Service  at  its  annual  meeting  here. 


The  resolution  called,  on  the  Canadian  government  to  use  defense  ap¬ 
propriations  saved  by  disarming  to  build  a  United  Nations  police  force, 
develop  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy,  aid  underdeveloped  countries,  and 
improve  educational  and  social  programs  in  Canada; 

Noting  that  there  is  no  defense  in  the  nuclear  age  except  attack,  the 
board  said  that  such  an  attack  would  be  “a  denial  of  the  spirits  and  ethics 
of  the  Christian  faith.” 


Los  Angeles  (RNS)  — 
PRIZE  WINNING  CHURCH 
DESIGNS  —  These  two  re¬ 
ligious  education  buildings 
won  prizes  in  the  church 
design  contest  sponsored  by 
the  Church  Architectural 
Guild  of  America  here.  They 
are  units  of  the  Valley 
Presbyterian  church,  Scotts¬ 
dale,  Ariz.  (top);  and  Christ 
Methodist  church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Architects  were  Har¬ 
old  E.  Wagoner  for  the 
Presbyterian  structure;  and 
Walk  C.  Jones,  for  the 
Methodist.  Awards  in  this 
and  three  other  categories 
were  announced  at  the  19th 
annual  National  Conference 
on  Church  Architecture. 
The  meeting  was  sponsored 
by  the  guild  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches' 
Department  of  Church 
Building.  Mr.  Wagoner  is 
out-going  president  of  the 
guild. 


“All  mankind  is  now  engulfed  by 
a  climate  of  fatalism  and  despair 
which  calls  for  bold  Christian  ac¬ 
tion,”  it  said. 

The  resolution  also  stressed  that 
“risk  investment  for  unpredictable 
military  equipment”  was  an  eco¬ 
nomic  hazard  to  the  public. 

Similar  resolutions  calling  for 
disarmament  were  rejected  by  the 
Church’s  General  Council  at  its  bi¬ 
ennial  sessions  in  Ottawa  last  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Adoption  of  the  resolution  here 
drew  both  favorable  and  unfavora¬ 
ble  comments  from  church  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Lewis  of  Wind¬ 
sor,  a  board  member  who  voted  for 
the  resolution,  said  the  Church  “has 
got  to  deal  with  something  more 
than  Mickey  Mouse  sins.  It’s  been 
dealing  with  trivialities  while  the 
very  existence  of  the  world  hangs 
in  the  balance.” 

Dr.  James  R.  Mutchmor  of  Toron¬ 
to,  board  secretary,  describing  the 
resolution  as  “mistaken”  and  “un¬ 
realistic,”  said  he  was  against  it. 


Congress  Urged  To 
Declare  Annual 
i Interfaith  Day ? 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  joint 
resolution  to  name  the  fourth  Sun¬ 
day  of  September  each  year  “In¬ 
terfaith  Day”  has  been  introduced 
in  Congress  by  Rep.  Ludwig  Teller 
(D.-N.Y.). 

The  resolution  would  declare 
that  whereas  the  United  States  “was 
founded  on  the  firm  basis  of  free¬ 
dom  of  thought  and  conscience”  and 
“the  fomenting  of  antagonism  be¬ 
tween  Americans  on  a  basis  of  sec¬ 
tarian  creed  is  contrary  to  Ameri¬ 
can  traditions”  that  it  is  “hereby 
declared  to  be  the  policy  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  encourage  the  mutual  un¬ 
derstanding  of  all  people  of  good 
will." 

It  would  state  further  that  since 
“the  program  of  the  interfaith 
movement  offers  a  practical  means 
for  encouraging  such  mutual  un¬ 
derstanding,”  the  fourth  Sunday  of 
each  September  should  be  designat¬ 
ed  “Interfaith  Day.” 

The  President  would  be  author¬ 
ed  and  requested  to  issue  an  an¬ 
nual  proclamation  calling  on  the 
People  of  the  United  States  “to  ob¬ 
serve  such  day  and  urging  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  all  religious  groups  in 
the  United  States,  regardless  of  sect 
or  creed,  to  participate  in  the  ob¬ 
servance  by  such  means  as  they 
noay  deem  appropriate.” 

The  measure,  H.J.  Res.  76,  was 
Referred  to  the  House  Judiciary 
'-ommittee. 


Methodist  and  other  citizens  of  Rayville  recently 
honored  Coach  Paul  F.  Dietzel  of  LSU,  and  two  Ray¬ 
ville  students  at  LSU  who  were  members  of  the  LSU 
football  team,  national  champion  of  the  1958  season. 
Shown  below  with  Coach  Dietzel  (center)  at  a  banquet 
honoring  the  three  men  on  Friday  evening,  January  30 
are  W.  D.  Cotton,  Rayville  charge  lay  leader  and  gener¬ 


al  chairman  of  the  banquet,  and  (right)  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddiel,  Rayville  pastor.  Billy  Ray  Hendrix  and  David 
McCarthy  were  the  two  Rayville  men  honored  with  Coach 
Dietzel.  Coach  Dietzel  himself  is  an  active  member  of 
the  William  B.  Riley  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 
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Editorial 


The  Desert  And  Destiny 

ACCORDING  to  tradition  the  season  of  Lent  had  its  origin  in 
a  desire  to  commemorate  Jesus’  40  days  of  fasting  in  the 
wilderness  and  His  temptation  by  Satan.  Lent  was  first  a 
season  of  40  hours,  the  length  of  time  Jesus  lay  in  the  grave.  The 
observance  was  later  lengthened  to  40  days,  not  including  Sundays, 
beginning  with  Ash  Wednesday  and  concluding  with  the  Saturday 
preceding  Easter.  In  a  real  sense,  Jesus  would  never  have  faced 
Calvary’s  Cross  had  there  not  been  the  victories  over  temptations 
during  the  40-day  period  at  the  outset  of  His  ministry  when  He 
was  subtlety  confronted  with  the  temptations.  His  victories  there 
in  the  desert  determined  His  later  destiny. 

During  this  fourth  week  of  Lent  it  is  well  that  we  as  Christian 
believers  remind  ourselves  that  we  are  faced  again  and  again  with 
the  same  proposition.  Destinies  are  being  shaped  in  our  lives  by 
decisions  being  made  in  our  solitude.  Indeed,  the  great  battles  of 
life  are  not  waged  on  battlefields,  or  on  the  high  seas  or  among  the 
clouds  of  the  sky,  but  rather  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  individual 
lives  where  decisions  are  being  recorded.  What  happens  in  the 
desert  of  a  man’s  life,  when  he  is  alone  with  himself  and  perhaps 
God  and  he  is  contemplating  the  decisions  of  life,  this  is  what  really 
determines  his  destiny. 

During  these  days  of  Lent  there  is  special  reason  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  believer  to  consider  the  significance  of  his  own  desert  experi¬ 
ences.  Lent  is  primarily  a  time  of  spiritual  revival  in  the  Christian 
church.  This  is  the  period  when  Christians  should  give  special  at¬ 
tention  to  self-examination,  penance,  prayer  and  commitment.  In 
a  real  sense  the  Christian  faces  the  same  basic  temptations  that 
Jesus  faced  in  the  desert.  In  the  same  sense  each  Christian  can 
respond  in  the  same  way  which  Jesus  responded  by  being  spiritual¬ 
ly  prepared  for  life’s  decisive  battles.  Spiritual  preparation,  self- 
examination,  penance,  prayer  and  fresh  commitment  all  have  a 
bearing  on  the  character  of  Christian  witness  in  day  to  day  living. 

If  Lent  is  to  mean  anything,  it  should  lead  each  one  of  us  as 
Christians  to  a  new  understanding  of  the  relationship  in  Jesus’ 
life  between  His  desert  experience  and  His  date  with  destiny  on  a 
cross  and  His  triumph  on  that  first  Easter  morning.  In  the  desert 
Jesus  settled  once  and  for  all  the  question  of  temptation,  sin,  and 
its  not  having  a  place  in  His  life.  Lent  should  lead  us  to  do  the 
same. 

Could  Become  An  Issue 

A  MOST  interesting  debate  is  underway  among  some  political 
leaders  and  Catholic  churchmen  regarding  a  matter  which 
could  very  well  become  an  issue  of  some  importance  leading 
up  to  and  in  the  1960  presidential  election.  It  seems  that  Senator 
John  F.  Kennedy  of  Massachusetts  recently  made  a  statement  con¬ 
cerning  his  position  on  certain  matters  of  concern  to  Protestant 
voters.  Senator  Kennedy  is  a  Roman  Catholic. 

The  Senator,  considered  by  many  as  among  the  most  likely 
presidential  Democratic  candidates,  pointed  out  in  a  recent  article 
in  Look  Magazine  and  on  a  television  broadcast  that  he  believes  in 
complete  separation  of  Church  and  State,  that  it  would  be  unwise 
to  appoint  an  American  ambassador  to  the  Vatican  (world  head¬ 
quarters  of  Catholicism),  and  that  he  believes  it  would  be  uncon¬ 
stitutional  to  give  Federal  aid  to  parochial  schools.  Concerning  the 
First  Amendment  and  the  Church-State  issue,  he  observed,  “The 
separation  of  Church  and  State  is  fundamental  to  our  American 
concept  and  heritage  and  must  remain  so.  Whatever  one’s  religion 
in  private  life  may  be,  for  the  officeholder  nothing  takes  precedence 
over  his  oath  to  uphold  the  constitution.” 

Several  Catholic  publications  have  editorially  taken  the  Senator 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 

The  Centuries  Record  A  Warning 


to  task  for  his  remarks,  particularly  as  they  relate  to  his  last  com¬ 
ment  above.  Several  of  them  protested  that  the  Senator’s  remarks 
implied  that  there  is  a  “Catholic”  position  which  presupposes  a 
higher  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power.  To  say  the  least,  it  appears 
that  there  is  disagreement  among  Catholic  leaders  as  to  the  appro¬ 
priateness  of  the  Senator’s  stated  position. 

The  Senator  did  say  that  “American  people  make  their  judge¬ 
ment  on  a  man’s  general  competence  and  responsibility  and  do  not 
feel  that  a  religious  test  should  be  applied  to  any  candidate  for  any 
of  the  offices  under  the  constitution.”  With  this,  we  believe,  we 
can  all  generally  agree.  We  could  hope,  however,  as  1960  nears  and 
the  national  political  tempo  increases,  that  this  issue  will  be  held 
in  bounds  and  not  allowed  to  divide  people  who  otherwise  find  a 
great  deal  in  common. 

Devotion  To  Prayer 

WE  recently  heard  Bishop  Richard  Raines  of  Indiana  tell  of 
Korean  Christians  who  arise  at  5:00  a.m.  daily  and  find 
their  ways  to  their  houses  of  worship  for  morning  prayer, 
more  often  than  not  meeting  in  unheated  buildings.  Compare  that 
with  many  of  our  undisciplined  devotional  lives  amidst  comfort, 
and  determine  for  yourself  just  how  earnestly  and  sacrificially  you 
are  striving  to  perfect  your  spiritual  life. 

A  news  report  from  ERA  tells  of  the  equipping  of  Czechoslovak 
Airlines  jets,  scheduled  to  start  flying  twice  weekly  to  Cairo  soon, 
being  equipped  with  prayer  rugs  for  use  of  Moslem  passengers.  It 
seems  that  the  planes  will  be  aloft  at  the  Moslems’  early  morning 
prayer  times,  and  the  faithful  Moslem  never  fails  to  say  his  prayers. 
One  may  not  agree  with  the  Moslem  faith  and  many  of  the  social 
expressions  it  takes,  but  one  would  have  to  agree  that  the  Moslems’ 
devotion  to  prayer  time  is  commendable. 
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A  Methodist  Bishop  Reviews 


175  Years  of 
Methodism  In  America 


By  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber 


ON  Dec.  24,  1784,  sixty  Methodist  preachers 
met  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of  organiz¬ 
ing  the  scattered  Methodists  of  America 
into  an  ecclesiastical  body.  They  remained  in 
session  for  10  days  and  during  that  period  they 
did  many  important  things.  First,  the  preachers 
voted  to  have  a  Methodist  Church  in  America 
organically  independent  of  British  Methodism. 
Then  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  episcopal  form 
of  church  government  and  the  conference  elected 
Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  as  the  first 
bishops.  Thirteen  of  the  preachers  were  desig¬ 
nated  as  elders,  and  deacons  were  also  chosen. 
A  Book  of  Discipline  and  a  Guide  for  Public 
Worship  were  adopted.  It  was  decided  to  found 
a  Methodist  college  in  America;  a  collection  was 
taken  for  missionary  work,  and  two  of  the 
preachers  were  assigned  to  foreign  missionary 
service  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  conference  adjourned 
with  a  ringing  declaration  that  the  Methodists 
had  been  raised  up  “to  reform  the  continent,  and 
to  spread  scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands.” 

That,  in  brief,  is  what  happened  at  the 
Christmas  Conference  in  1784.  Our  Heavenly 
Father  had  wrought  marvelous  things  through 
the  people  called  Methodists  during  the  past 
175  years. 

Membership 

For  example,  we  have  made  progress  in 
membership.  In  1784  there  were  only  14,988 
Methodists  in  all  of  America,  but  in  1959  we 
have  9,691,916  members  whose  names  are  on  the 
rolls  of  our  local  churches,  and  that  does  not  in¬ 
clude  our  children,  probationary  members  and 
our  adherents.  It  is  estimated  that  40  million 
American  people  look  each  week  to  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  spiritual  guidance. 

Literature 

It  is  interesting  to  see  the  growth  in  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  Methodist  literature.  Once  a  layman 
asked  Bishop  Asbury  why  we  named  our  pub¬ 
lishing  house  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  and 
he  gave  an  ailmost  true  answer:  “Brother,  if  you 
only  knew  how  much  concern  that  thing  gave  us 
in  the  early  days  you  would  understand  why  we 
called  it  the  Methodist  Book  Concern.”  But  last 
year  our  Methodist  Publishing  House  had  gross 
sales  to  the  amount  of  $23,000,000  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  the  largest  publisher  of  religious  literature 
in  America  and  perhaps  in  all  the  world. 

Our  growth  in  missionary  work  has  also  been 
marvelous.  Methodism  has  also  made  progress 
in  Sunday  School  work  although  we  started  in 
a  very  humble  manner.  American  Methodism 
has  grown  in  the  field  of  higher  education  but 
again  our  beginnings  were  not  very  impressive. 

Higher  Education 

It  is  historically  true  that  American  Method¬ 
ism  has  always  been  interested  in  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  The  best  proof  of  the  fact,  perhaps,  is  that 
in  1959  we  Methodists  maintain  10  secondary 
schools,  3  special  schools,  23  junior  colleges,  71 
senior  colleges,  10  theological  schools  and  8  uni¬ 
versities,  or  a  total  of  142  institutions.  Last  year 
our  church  contributed  more  than  $8,000,000  for 
the  current  operation  of  our  educational  institu¬ 
tions  and  this  was  an  increase  of  $1,350,000  over 
the  previous  year. 

Early  Methodist  Foundations 

How  was  it  possible  for  our  forefathers  to 
lay  the  foundations  and  to  build  the  good  and 
§reat  Methodist  Church  which  has  been  be- 
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queathed  to  us  today?  And  if  we  can  only  un¬ 
derstand  their  secrets  of  success  and  apply  these 
same  principles  today  perhaps  we  too  can  have 
a  vital  part  in  the  next  era  of  American  Method¬ 
ism.  Let  me  list  briefly  some  of  the  reasons  as 
I  see  them  for  the  marvelous  progress  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  America  since  1784  and  especially  in 
the  pioneer  period: 


Excerpts  from  an  address  by  Bishop  Paul 
N.  Garber  of  Richmond,  Va.,  Tuesday  eve¬ 
ning,  Feb.  17,  at  the  quadrennial  South¬ 
eastern  Methodist  Convocation.  Bishop 
Garber  is  chairman  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Commission  on  Christian  Higher 
Education. 


1.  Our  early  Methodist  preachers  had  the 
assurance  that  they  were  divinely  called 
to  the  ministry. 

2.  They  were  truly  evangelistic. 

3.  They  had  a  profound  belief  in  church  ex¬ 
tension. 

4.  Early  Methodists  believed  that  higher  edu¬ 
cation  was  closely  related  to  religion. 

5.  Methodism  made  progress  because  it  never 
lost  its  missionary  spirit. 

6.  It  had  a  sane  theology. 

7.  Our  preachers  felt  that  they  were  engaged 
in  such  an  important  cause  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  remuneration  and  position  were  inci¬ 
dental  matters. 

I  have  listed  eight  reasons  to  explain  the  mar¬ 
velous  progress  of  early  American  Methodism 
and  if  time  permitted  additional  reasons  could 
be  given.  The  whole  matter,  however,  can  be 
summarized  in  only  a  few  words,  namely,  that 
pioneer  American  Methodism  was  a  crusading 
movement  with  an  aggressive  spirit  based  upon 
a  firm  religious  foundation.  Because  of  this  our 
Heavenly  Father  was  able  to  lead  our  early 
Methodist  forefathers  in  the  building  of  a  good 
and  great  church. 

The  Future  Before  Methodism 

I  have  endeavored  to  explain  the  reasons  for 
the  progress  of  American  Methodism,  and  now 
in  conclusion  I  desire  to  exhort.  I  do  this  because 
how  sad  it  would  be  if  we  had  always  to  point 
to  the  past  instead  of  the  present  and  the  future 
of  American  Methodism.  It  would  certainly  be 
tragic  if  175  years  from  now  some  person  would 
be  speaking  here  about  American  Methodism 
and  would  have  to  take  this  examples  of  prog¬ 
ress  from  John  Wesley,  Francis  Asbury  and  the 
early  circuit  riders.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that 
if  Methodism  is  to  continue  as  a  vital  force  in 
America  then  we  of  this  generation  will  have  to 
possess  the  same  crusading,  aggressive  spirit, 
based  upon  a  religious  foundation  that  our  fore¬ 
fathers  had. 

A  Population  Frontier 

Of  course,  we  are  not  living  in  1784  but  we 
face  today  a  frontier  just  as  did  our  Methodist 
forefathers,  and  that  frontier  has  been  created 
by  the  tremendous  growth  of  population  in 
America.  In  the  eight  years  of  this  present  dec¬ 
ade  the  increase  of  population  has  exceeded  19 
million.  It  is  estimated  that  in  1970,  only  11 
years  from  now  there  will  be  272,000,000  people 


in  America  in  place  of  the  172,000,000  which  we 
have  today. 

My  personal  fear  is  that  we  American  Meth¬ 
odists  might  fail  to  take  advantage  of  this  won¬ 
derful  gain  in  population.  I  am  concerned  over 
the  fact  that  in  so  many  fields  of  endeavor  we 
seem  to  be  satisfied  with  what  we  might  call  the 
status  quo — simply  holding  the  lines. 

How  can  we  remain  quiescent  in  evangelism 
when  the  growth  in  population  makes  the  fields 
white  unto  harvest?  How  can  we  account  for 
the  small  annual  net  gains  in  Methodist  mem¬ 
bership  when  we  have  such  large  net  gains  in 
population? 

And  then  we  have  that  terrible  word  “pres¬ 
sure”  whenever  we  get  excited  about  evange¬ 
lism.  Start  an  evangelistic  campaign  in  a  con¬ 
ference  and  soon  you  will  hear  that  the  bishop, 
the  district  superintendents  and  the  Board  of 
Evangelism  are  using  pressure  in  order  to  get 
new  members.  When  I  hear  the  word  pressure 
I  thank  God  for  that  good  layman,  Brother  Har¬ 
ry  Denman,  who  as  leader  of  our  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  is  giving  his  life  so  unselfishly  to  the 
cause  of  evangelism  and  who  puts  us  preachers 
and  laymen  to  shame  for  our  lack  of  evangelistic 
fervor.  There  was  pressure  in  early  Methodist 
evangelism  but  it  was  pressure  gladly  accepted, 
for  the  pressure  was  the  belief  in  and  obedience 
to  the  Great  Commission  of  our  Saviour  that 
Methodist  preachers  were  to  “go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.” 

I  regret  to  see  the  status  quo  policy  in  so 
many  places  in  regard  to  church  extension. 

I  am  frankly  discouraged  over  the  lack  of  inter¬ 
est  of  so  many  Methodists  in  the  organization  of 
new  congregations  as  we  face  our  growing  pop¬ 
ulation.  I  wish  that  we  could  return  to  the  cru¬ 
sading  church  extension  spirit  of  early  Meth¬ 
odism. 

Future  In  Education 

In  1959  we  can  be  enthusiastic  over  the  prog¬ 
ress  being  made  in  the  field  of  Methodist  higher 
education.  But  we  should  be  frank  about  it  and 
admit  that  we  Methodists  have  not  yet  taken 
a  long  range  view  of  how  we  are  going  to  care 
for  the  increasing  college  population.  If  we  are 
realistic  we  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  within 
only  a  few  years  there  will  be  three  eligible  and 
qualified  students  for  each  student  we  have  in 
college  today.  How  will  the  Methodist  Church 
take  care  of  its  portion  of  this  increasing  college 
population? 

One  answer  is  that  the  educational  institu¬ 
tions  can  now  become  very  selective  and  admit 
only  the  top  10  per  cent  in  grades  of  high  school 
graduates.  Limiting  college  enrollment  to  the 
top  10  per  cent  is  certainly  not  in  line  with  the 
American  and  Methodist  traditions.  One  reason 
for  the  greatness  of  our  nation  is  that  in  general 
the  door  of  opportunity  has  been  open  to  all  that 
has  applied  in  higher  education  as  well  as  other 
fields.  Let  us  get  away  from  such  status  quo  at¬ 
titude  and  instead  resolve  that  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  rising  generation  that  we  Methodists 
will  either  enlarge  our  present  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  or  found  new  colleges  or  do  both  of 
those  things. 

Champion  Religious  Liberty 

We  must  also  continue  to  champion  religious 
liberty.  In  the  early  days,  Methodism  was  the 
defender  of  freedom  in  every  field  of  life.  John 
Wesley  showed  the  spirit  of  tolerance  by  declar¬ 
ing  that  the  Methodists  “think  and  let  think." 

But  there  are  occasional  signs  that  some  mod¬ 
ern  Methodists  would  deny  full  freedom  of 
thought  to  fellow  Methodists  and  even  list  them 
as  being  bad  Methodists  because  of  their  sup¬ 
posed  wrong  views  on  various  subjects. 

We  have  had  a  noble  record  during  the  past 
175  years.  We  now  face  another  similar  period 
of  time.  I  know  of  no  better  words  with  which 
to  face  this  future  than  the  words  written  by 
John  Wesley  in  one  of  the  last  messages  he  gave 
to  us  Methodists.  He  wrote: 

“I  am  not  afraid  that  the  people  called 
Methodists  should  ever  cease  to  exist  in  Eur¬ 
ope  or  America.  But  I  am  afraid  that  they 
should  exist  only  as  a  dead  sect,  having  the 
form  of  religion  without  the  power.”  And 
this,  Wesley  prophesied,  “undoubtedly  will 
be  the  case  unless  they  hold  fast  the  doctrine, 
spirit  and  discipline  with  which  they  first 
set  out.” 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  CARE  THAT  CURES 


'  We  assume  that  we  know  all  the  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Good  Samaritan:  the  heartless  piety  of  the  Priest  and  Levite  who 
looked  at  the  wounded  man  on  the  Jericho  road  and  then  passed  by 
on  the  other  side;  the  compassion  of  the  Samaritan  who  showed  by 
his  kindness  that  he  was  a  neighbor;  and  then  perhaps  the  main  point 
of  the  parable,  namely  that  the  real  neighbor  among  the  travelers  was 
a  foreigner.  But,  as  so  often  it  happens  when  we  catch  the  point  of 
an  incident  or  story,  we  do  not  follow  through  to  see  the  significance 
of  what  comes  after. 

Think  about  what  happened  after  the  Samaritan  picked  up  the 
wounded  man.  The  record  is:  “He  set  him  on  his  own  beast  and 
brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the  morrow 
when  he  departed,  he  took  out  twopence  and  gave  them  to  the  host 
and  said  unto  him,  Take  care  of  him;  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest 
more,  when  I  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee.”  In  short,  the  Good 
Samaritan  looked  after  the  man  until  he  was  cured.  His  was  the 
compassion  that  followed  through. 

Such  care  is  horn  of  God.  Ordinary  natural  affection  prompts  us 
to  care  for  some  persons  such  as  the  other  members  of  our  family 
circle.  Natural  too,  is  the  give  and  take  of  friendship  which  goes  on 
at  all  levels  of  life.  The  gangster  who  kills  in  cold  blood  has  a  warm 
spot  in  his  heart  for  some  sweetheart  or  some  pal,  and  the  most  ruth¬ 
less  business  buccaneer  is  tenderly  sympathetic  to  a  favored  few. 

Natural,  also,  is  it  to  care  for  those  who  are  lovely  and  lovable. 
Even  selfish  and  sentimental  folk  are  fond  of  well-behaved  little 
children.  But  what  keeps  teachers  caring  for  bad  boys  who  try  their 
patience  in  a  thousand  ways?  What  can  keep  us  caring  for  people 
when  we  see  them  in  the  ugly  mood  of  a  crowd,  pulling,  hauling, 
shoving,  grasping?  What  kept  Lincoln  loving  and  serving  this  govern¬ 
ment  when  the  people  were  caricaturing  and  maligning  him  in  the 
North  as  well  as  in  the  South  during  the  war  between  the  states? 
What  kept  Christ  praying  for  the  cruel  persecutors  who  reviled  Him 
as  He  hung  in  agony  on  the  cross? 

Such  compassion  cannot  be  sustained  by  the  sight  of  the  people 
themselves,.  Our  affection  does  not  just  go  out  naturally  to  people 
when  they  are  bad.  No,  there  must  be  a  higher  source  for  such  com¬ 
passion. 

John  expressed  it  in  his  Epistle:  “Hereby  know  we  love,  because 
God  first  loved  us.”  We  learn  to  care  for  our  fellow  men  not  so  much 
by  looking  at  them  as  by  looking  at  God. 

The  late  Horace  Taft  was  the  youngest  of  four  well-known  Taft 
brothers,  the  others  being  Charles,  Henry,  and  William  Howard,  form¬ 
er  President  of  the  United  States.  In  his  autobiography  Horace  told 
that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  letter  written  on  the  day  of  his  birth  to 
his  maternal  grandfather.  In  the  letter,  the  father  said  that  little 
Horace  had  been  bom  that  morning  and  little  Willie  (the  future  presi¬ 
dent)  was  greatly  put  out  because  he  did  not  want  another  brother. 
But,  said  the  father,  we  have  pacified  Willie  by  telling  him  that  if 
Horace  does  not  prove  to  be  a  good  boy,  we  shall  send  him  to  an 
orphan  asylum.  Horace  Taft,  in  writing  of  the  incident,  said  with  a 
chuckle,  he  guessed  he  must  have  been  pretty  good  because  he  never 
went  to  an  orphan  asylum. 

Why  is  it  that  a  new  little  brother,  who  might  be  thought  of  as 
a  rival  for  the  playthings  and  the  parents’  affection,  is  taken  into  the 
family  circle  of  love?  It  is  because  the  children  grow  up  in  the  at¬ 
mosphere  of  parental  love.  They  feel  the  contagion  of  father’s  and 
mother’s  affection. 

So  in  society  the  sense  of  God’s  fatherhood  begets  the  spirit  of 
human  brotherhood.  For  this  reason  true  religion  is  the  surest  hope 
of  world  brotherhood. 

Enlightened  self-interest  may  prompt  us  to  make  loans  to  India 
and  send  engineers  to  Pakistan  and  promote  other  mutual  assistance 
programs.  But  if  the  people  of  those  countries  think  we  are  helping 
them  in  order  that  they  may  be  on  our  side  against  the  Soviet  Union, 
our  assistance  does  not  assure  their  friendship.  We  must  show  that 
we  are  interested  in  them  for  themselves,  and  then  follow  through. 

Only  as  care  is  motivated  by  love  does  it  cure. 
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"For  years  Edward  has  considered  tithing.  Rev¬ 
erend.  It  seems  to  make  him  feel  so  good  to  con¬ 
sider  it!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

Ik  ’  .’I 

The  “Bteat”  Generation 

These  words  carry  with  them  a 
feeling  of  frustration;  of  final  hope¬ 
lessness;  of  helpless  tragedy.  We  of 
older  generations  want  to  stretch 
our  hands  out  to  these  youngsters 
who  may  be  caught  in  the  whirl¬ 
wind  of  modern  day  insecurity  and 
offer  them  all  the  assistance  that  we 
can  to  help  them  over  the  bumps  of 
today’s  experiences.  But  if  I  am 
properly  informed,  the  so-called 
“Beat  Generation”  is  not  our  own 
children  o  r  grandchildren  simply 
because  they  are  members  of  the 
present  day  growing  up  crowd.  If 'I 
am  accurately  told  about  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  today’s  “beat”  kids,  the  ex¬ 
pression  does  not  describe  them  at 
all.  Those  of  the  “beat”  crowd  are 
those  who  have  decided  for  them¬ 
selves  to  tear  away  from  the  con¬ 
ventions  of  ordinary  life  and  try  to 
form  a  civilization  of  their  own. 
The  “beat”  part  probably  has  to  do 
with  the  kind  of  music  that  they 
“dig”  rather  than  the  condition  in 
which  they  find  themselves  in  these 
tumultous  days. 

But  whatever  may  be  their  rea¬ 
son  for  calling  themselves  by  this 
name,  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  is 
too  much  self-pity  in  the  thinking 
of  those  who  would  tag  themselves 
as  the  “Beatniks.”  Everyone  craves 
appreciation  and  love,  but  many  do 
not  receive  it,  for  various  reasons. 
On  the  other  hand,  some  either  are 
taught  or  get  the  idea  themselves 
that  they  can  oppose  the  world  and 
Society  and  thereby  create  for  them¬ 
selves  a  sort  of  “world  within  a 
world,”  where  they  can  retreat  and 
kid  themselves  into  thinking  that 
they  have  something  that  we 
“cubes”  can’t  “dig.”  They  are  “Way 
out.”  We  are  “Way  in.”  Many  peo¬ 


ple  look  on  the  idea  with  no  little 
concern.  Parents  with  teen-age  chil¬ 
dren  wonder  if  their  own  offspring 
are  falling  into  the  thinking  of  cer¬ 
tain  groups  which  might  pervert 
their  ideas  of  goodness,  usefulness, 
or  interest  in  others.  What  is  a  par¬ 
ent  to  do  these  days? 

In  the  first  place,  the  “Beatniks” 
are  not  a  new  breed.  When  I  was 
a  teen-ager  in  college,  we  had  the 
“Bolsheviks”  who  wanted  to  revolt 
against  anything  and  everything.  In 
the  early  Twenties,  one  heard  of  the 
“Bohemians”  who  lived  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village  in  New  York  and  found 
fault  with  accepted  ways  of  doing 
things.  They  ridiculed  God  and  any 
relevance  to  Christianity. 

What  is  the  implication  of  the 
“Beat  Generation”  for  us?  Probably 
the  most  important  implication  is 
that  we  teach  our  young  that  life 
is  a  lot  more  meaningful  than  trying 
to  slip  off  the  halter  of  Society  and 
go  roaming  into  questionable  pas¬ 
tures.  Of  course,  we  should  permit 
and  even  encourage  them  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  initiative  thinking,  be¬ 
cause  young  people  have  brought 
much  of  the  progress  that  we  see. 
On  the  other  hand,  change,  simply 
for  its  own  sake,  is  not  good.  There 
much  be  something  better  offered. 
And  above  it  all  there  must  be  a 
dedication  to  an  unselfish  ideal. 
Probably  we  might  hear  the  words 
of  Jesus  when  He  said,  “Whoever 
would  save  his  life  will  lose  it,  but 
who  will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake 
will  find  it.”  Unselfish  devotion  to 
the  needs  of  God’s  children,  and 
willingness  to  follow  Him  will  work 
wonders  in  helping  us  to  “dig”  the 
present  day  and  find  a  way  to  make 
ourselves  happy  in  it.  And  to  quote 
them  again,  “There  you  are,  Man.’’ 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 
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Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  March  22,  1959:  FORGIVENESS  THROUGH  THE  CROSS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  27:31-44;  MARK  15:16-41;  JOHN 
19:16-30.  LESSON  TEXT,  LUKE  23:18-49. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Jesxcs  said,  “Father  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do.”  Luke  23:32.  (RSV) 


The  five  lessons  of  Unit  5  are  all  given 
under  the  general  subject,  “Christ  Reveals  the 
Love  of  God.”  Today  we  study  the  fourth  lesson 
of  this  Unit,  “Forgiveness  Through  the  Cross.” 
Today’s  lesson,  more  than  any  other  lesson  of 
the  Unit,  “Reveals  the  Love  of  God.”  Further¬ 
more,  this  lesson  reveals  the  love  of  God  more 
forcefully  than  any  other  lesson  to  be  found  in 
the  Bible.  Nowhere  else  is  the  love  of  God  por¬ 
trayed  so  convincingly  as  in  the  death  of  Christ 
on  the  cross,  in  accord  with  God’s  will. 

In  last  Sunday’s  lesson  we  had  pictured  the 
farcical  injustice  of  Christ’s  trial  before  the 
Sanhedrin  and  in  the  courts  of  Pilate  and  Herod. 
Although  in  a  court  of  Rome,  where  justice 
was  supposed  to  prevail,  Pilate  found  Jesus  in¬ 
nocent  of  all  charges  against  Him  but,  strange 
to  say,  had  Him  whipped  as  if  He  were  a  com¬ 
mon  criminal  and  condemned  Him  to  be  cruci¬ 
fied. 

Under  Roman  law  the  convicted  criminal 
was  supposed  to  carry  his  cross  through  the 
streets  to  the  place  of  execution.  Hence,  at  the 
close  of  the  trial,  a  cross  was  placed  on  the  back 
of  Christ,  as  they  led  Him  away  to  be  crucified. 
Jesus  had  no  sleep  the  night  before  and  had 
been  carried  from  one  court  to  another  through 
the  early  hours  of  the  day  and  had  finally  been 
whipped  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  as  was  common 
before  crucifixion.  We  are  told  that  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  criminals  to  die  under  the  scourg¬ 
ing,  it  was  so  severe. 

Knowing  all  of  this,  ive  are  not  surprised  that 
Jesus  fell  under  the  weight  of  the  cross  on  the 
way  to  Calvary.  The  soldiers  compelled  Simon 
a  Cyrenian,  who  was  passing  by,  to  carry  the 
cross  to  the  place  of  execution. 

There  They  Crucified  Him 

Since  the  death  of  Jesus,  the  cross  has  been 
glorified.  It  is  worn  in  the  form  of  jewelry  as  a 
personal  ornament.  The  cross  is  used  to  adorn 
church  walls,  or  furniture,  or  Christian  litera¬ 
ture,  or  it  may  crown  the  church  steeple.  How¬ 
ever,  the  cross  was  not  used  for  ornamentation 
in  Christ’s  day.  It,  was  an  instrument  of  torture 
of  the  most  degrading  kind  which  carried  a  stig¬ 
ma  of  shame  and  disgrace  even  greater  than 
the  electric  chair,  the  gallows  or  the  gas  cham¬ 
ber  of  our  day.  This  is  true  because  the  cross, 
in  that  day,  was  used  largely  for  executing  the 
outcasts  and  people  from  the  lowest  strata  of 
society.  An  enemy  of  Rome  also  might  be  cru¬ 
cified. 

Jerusalem  was  so  religious  that  it  was  illegal 
to  crucify  one  within  its  walls  lest  the  city  be 
defiled.  Consequently,  Jesus  must  be  carried 
outside  the  city  to  did.  The  place  of  crucifixion 
is  called  both  Calvary  and  Golgotha.  Calvary 
is  a  Greek  word,  Golgotha  was  a  Hebrew  word 
but  both  meant  skull.  Whether  this  referred  to 
the  contour  of  the  hill  or  a  place  of  death  by 
crucifixion,  or  because  skulls  of  victims  might 
be  found  there,  we  do  not  know.  The  places 
most  commonly  accepted  as  the  place  where 
Jesus  was  crucified  are  not  mountains  and  have 
only  moderate  elevations.  The  term  “Mount  Cal¬ 
vary”  is  a  comparatively  modern  term. 

It  was  the  custom  to  write  on  a  card  the 
charges  for  which  the  victim  was  being  cruci¬ 
fied.  This  card  was  either  hung  about  the  neck 
of  the  condemned  man  or  fastened  to  the  beam 
of  the  cross.  Consequently,  on  the  cross  of  Jesus 
there  appeared  the  inscription  “This  is  the  King 
of  the  Jews.”  Pilate  had  the  inscription  written 
in  this  form  despite  the  protests  of  the  chief 


priests  who  insisted  it  should  read,  “He  said,  I 
am  King  of  the  Jews.”  The  inscription  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  three  languages,  the  Greek,  the  Hebrew 
and  the  Latin. 

Many  Theories  Aboui  Christ's  Death 

For  the  non-believers  there  is  the  theory 
that  the  death  of  Jesus  was  simply  the  result  of 
the  activities  of  a  non-conformist,  who  caused 
the  established  Jewish  church  so  much  trouble 
that  its  leaders  prevailed  on  Roman  authorities 
to  execute  Him. 

The  church  has  advanced  several  reasons  for 
the  death  of  Christ  on  the  cross.  The  church  does 
not  believe  that  the  death  of  Jesus  was  the 
result  of  the  natural,  normal  reactions  of  people 
to  the  life  He  lived.  The  death  of  Christ  on  the 
cross  was  a  part  of  His  own  life’s  plan  and  it 
was  in  accord  with  the  will  of  God.  This  the 
New  Testament  definitely  teaches.  Just  why 
death  on  a  cross  was  in  accord  with  the  plans 
of  Christ  and  the  Falher  is  a  question  about 
which  there  are  differences  of  opinion. 

(1)  Some  say  Christ  would  die  on  a  cross  to 
seal  the  truth  He  taught  and  the  value  of  the 
life  He  lived  with  His  own  life’s  blood. 

(2.)  Others  stress  the  fact  that  Christ  was  our 
substitute,  as  He  died  on  the  cross.  He  died  that 
we  might  not  have  to  die  for  our  sins. 

(3)  Some  stress  the  fact  that  Christ  bore  in 
His  own  body  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  as  He 
died  on  the  cross.  He  suffered  in  our  stead. 

(4)  Hebrews,  in  discussing  the  sacrifices  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Jews  says,  Hebrews  9:22,  “And  al¬ 
most  all  things  are  by  the  law  purged  with 
blood;  and  without  the  shedding  of  blood  there 
is  no  remission.”  Because  of  this  and  other  simi¬ 
lar  passages  of  scripture,  many  think  of  the 
blood  Christ  shed  on  the  cross  as  the  healing, 
saving  element  in  Christ’s  death. 

(5)  Some  think  of  the  experience  of  the  cross 
as  the  supreme  expression  of  the  infinite  love 
God  has  for  man. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  death  of  Christ 
on  the  cross  embodied  all  of  these  different  em¬ 
phases  and  infinitely  more.  The  human  mind 
cannot  possibly  encompass  the  full  meaning  of 
this  sacrificial  act  of  the  Infinite. 

A  Prayer  of  Forgiveness 

Those  who  heard  Jesus  say,  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  “Love  your  enemies,  bless  them 
that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you, 
and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you, 
and  persecute  you,”  must  have  felt  that  such 
teachings  were  idealistic  fancy,  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  beings.  Nevertheless,  on  the 
cross,  Christ  gave  an  actual  demonstration  of 
these  teachings. 

On  the  cross,  Jesus  did  show  love  for  His 
enemies,  He  did  do  good  to  those  that  hated  Him 
and  He  did  pray  for  those  who  despitefully  used 
Him  and. persecuted  Him  and  were  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  murdering  Him. 

Followers  of  Christ  should  never  forget  this 
prayer  of  forgiveness,  which  Christ  prayed  on 
the  cross  for  those  who  were  actually  putting 
Him  to  death  and  for  those,  who  by  their  blind¬ 
ness  and  jealous  hatred  had  caused  Him  to  be 
put  to  death. 

We  often  feel  that  some  one  has  mistreated 
us.  As  a  result  of  that  feeling  there  grows  up 
in  our  hearts  a  feeling  of  resentment.  We  draw 
back,  even  at  the  thought  of  freely  forgiving 
them,  unless  they  humbly  ask  our  forgiveness. 
Christ  here  forgave  and  asked  the  heavenly 
Father  to  forgive  those  of  His  enemies  who  had 


no  thought  of  asking  forgiveness  and  were  still 
engaged  in  their  murderous  intent. 

Nevertheless,  a  spirit  of  forgiveness  is  vitally 
important.  Jesus  tells  us  that  unless  we  forgive 
others,  God  will  not  forgive  our  sins. 

The  Testimony  of  Enemies  Regarding  Jesus 

It  may  sound  a  little  strange,  but  in  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God  practically  every  person  or  group 
that  had  to  do  with  the  death  of  Jesus  left  a 
testimony  in  some  form  of  His  innocence  and 
worth. 

(1)  It  was  Judas  who  betrayed  Him  that  de¬ 
clared,  “I  have  betrayed  innocent  blood.” 

(2)  The  chief  priests  and  others  mocked  Him 
while  on  the  cross  with  the  words,  “He  saved 
others,  himself  he  cannot  save.”  They  here  gave 
testimony  to  the  marvelous  works  Jesus  per¬ 
formed  among  the  sick  and  needy.  Their  words 
were  a  profound  testimony  to  the  sacrificial  life 
of  Jesus,  who  was  willing  to  die  to  save  others, 
'because  He  could  not  save  others  unless  He  did 
die  on  the  cross. 

(3)  Pilate,  who  condemned  Jesus  to  die  said, 
“I  find  no  fault  in  the  man.” 

(4)  The  centurian,  who  seemed  to  be  in 
charge  of  the  crucifixion  said,  “Truly,  this  man 
was  the  Son  of  God.” 

The  Criminals  React  Differently  On  The  Cross 

The  two  criminals  crucified  at  the  same  time 
Christ  was  cruciifed  apparently  had  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  work  Christ  was  doing.  They  had 
been  condemned  to  die  and  the  executioners  ap¬ 
parently  were  taking  the  most  convenient  course 
by  crucifying  all  three  at  the  same  time.  Wheth¬ 
er  the  thieves  were  placed  on  each  side  of  Christ 
deliberately  to  belittle  Him  even  in  death,  we 
do  not  know. 

One  of  the  thieves  mocked  Christ  and  said, 
“If  thou  be  Christ,  save  thyself  and  us.”  The 
other  rebuked  him  and  said  that  their  punish¬ 
ment  was  just,  “but  this  man  hath  done  nothing 
amiss.”  He,  then,  turned  to  Christ  and  said, 
“Jesus,  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  comest 
into  thy  kingdom.”  Christ’s  answer  was,  “Verily 
I  say  unto  thee,  to  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
paradise.” 

This  is  the  most  remarkable  exhibition  of 
faith,  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  to  be  found  on 
record.  There  were  those,  who  would  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  Christ  even  when  He,  Himself,  raised 
others  from  the  dead.  Here  is  a  man  who  has  a 
saving  faith  in  Christ  and  the  spiritual  kingdom 
He  had  come  to  establish  even  while  Christ, 
Himself,  was  dying  on  a  cross.  It  is  little  won¬ 
der  that  Christ  gave  him  such  a  comforting 
promise. 

When  Jesus  Died 

According  to  the  different  Gospels  there  were 
some  very  unusual  happenings  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Jesus. 

(1)  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  tell  us  that 
“There  was  darkness  over  all  the  earth  until  the 
ninth  hour.”  This  darkness  began  at  the  6th  hour 
or  12  o’clock  noon  and  ended  at  3:00  o’clock. 

(2)  Matthew  tells  us  that  “Graves  were 
opened  and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  which 
slept  arose." 

(3)  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  all  tell  us  that 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Jesus  “The  veil  of 
the  temple  was  rent  in  twain.”  Matthew  and 
Mark  add,  “From  the  top  to  the  bottom.” 

This  tearing  apart  of  the  veil  of  the  Temple 
was  a  very  significant  matter.  This  veil  sepa¬ 
rated  the  holy  place  of  the  Temple  from  the  Holy 
of  Holies.  Only  the  high  priest  was  allowed  to 
enter  the  Holy  of  Holies  and  he  but  once  a  year 
on  the  Day  of  Atonement.  While  Christ  died 
yonder  on  a  cross,  this  veil  in  the  Temple  was 
torn  asunder  as  evidence  that  man  would  no 
longer  need  a  high  priest  in  his  approach  to  God. 
The  Christian  church  is  a  priesthood  of  believ¬ 
ers. 

Into  Thy  Hands 

In  His  life,  Christ  gave  us  a  perfect  example 
of  how  life  should  be  lived.  He  held  in  His  life 
every  virtue  in  perfection.  In  His  death,  He  gave 
us  an  example  of  how  a  Christian  should  die. 

When  the  end  came,  Jesus  simply  committed 
His  spirit  into  the  hands  of  God,  the  Father  and 
“Gave  up  the  ghost.”  That  is  a  privilege  that  only 
a  Christian  can  exercise.  Others  may  meet  death 
without  fear.  However,  they  also  meet  death 
without  hope. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  TOWNSEND  an¬ 
nounce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Allen  Keith  Town¬ 
send,  on  Feb.  6,  at  the  Clinton  Infirmary.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Townsend  is  pastor  of  the  St.  Helene 
Charge. 

A  SUB-DISTRICT  VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  INSTITUTE  was  held  at  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Charles  Leaner, 
District  Director  of  Children’s  Work.  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 

REV.  W.  V.  SIRMAN,  pastor  of  Curtis  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  at  the  Annual  Sweetheart  Banquet 
at  the  Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  Saturday  night,  Feb.  14.  His  talk  was 
entitled,  “Six  Ways  To  Tell  You’re  In  Love.” 
Rev.  George  W.  Dameron  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  EARL  HOTALEN,  president  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Besa  Club  in  Bunkie,  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  February  16.  He  spoke  on  “Alcohol 
and  Narcotics”  which  was  of  special  interest  to 
parents,  teachers,  counselors  and  others  who 
work  with  youth. 

COVERED-DISH  FELLOWSHIP  SUPPER 
was  held  by  members  of  the  Ringgold  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  18. 
This  was  the  first  Fellowship  supper  held  in  the 
new  church  building,  and  an  old-fashioned  song 
service  was  held  before  the  supper.  Rev.  Roy 
Grant  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

AL  PADDOCK,  ANDY  OVERTON,  BENNIE 
FARMER  AND  T.  L.  TYRONE,  witnessing 
team  of  the  local  Gideon  Society,  presented  the 
program  at  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  meeting 
at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  in  February.  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  BARRY  BAILEY,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  speakers’  bureau  for  the 
1959  Brotherhood  Week  observance  in  Shreve¬ 
port  Feb.  15-22.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  J.  M.  Sullivan,  general  chairman  of 
Brotherhood  Week. 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  22.  His  visit  to  the  church  was  sponsored  by 
the  Commission  on  Social  Concerns.  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  BYRL  MORELAND,  JR.,  is  teaching  the 
Study  on  the  Book  of  Isaiah  for  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Asbury  Meth¬ 


odist  Church,  Lafayette.  The  Study  began  on 
Tuesday,  March  3,  and  is  planned  for  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  credit  with  four  sessions  to  be  held  during 
the  month.  Mrs.  Moreland  is  the  wife  of  the 
pastor  of  the  church.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the 
Mansfield  Methodist  Church,  preached  at  the 
revival  services  held  at  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church,  March  1-6.  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder, 
was  song  leader  for  the  services,  which  were  held 
at  7:15  a.m.  and  at  7:30  p.m.  daily.  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie  is  pastor  of  the  Rayville  Church. 

DR.  VINCENT  PARKER,  a  member  of  Uni¬ 
versity  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
physics  professor  at  Louisiana  State  University, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  pot-luck  supper  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Lutcher-Reserve 
Churches  on  Monday  night,  Feb.  23.  His  subject 
was:  “Religion  and  Science.”  Ladies  of  the  church 
were  guests  for  the  supper  meeting.  Rev.  Frank 
C.  Lankford  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY  of  Gilliam,  lay  leader  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  the  featured  lead¬ 
er  in  a  series  of  laymen’s  meetings  for  Methodist 
Men  and  local  church  lay  leaders  in  Oklahoma 
recently.  Meetings  were  held  at  Sallisaw,  at  the 
camp  at  Camp  Egan,  at  Oakmulgee  and  at  Pryor. 
Oklahoma  leaders  report  that  more  than  250 
Methodist  laymen  and  Methodist  ministers  were 
in  attendance  at  the  training  meetings. 

REV.  BENEDICT  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Houma,  will  preach  each 
evening  during  the  week  of  March  8-13  at  special 
Lenten  services  at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gallo¬ 
way  will  also  be  the  minister  for  the  noon  devo¬ 
tional  services  sponsored  by  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  during  the  same 
week.  Rev.  Don  Alverson  is  pastor  of  the  Napo¬ 
leon  Avenue  Church. 

REV.  BEN  Y.  YOUNGBLOOD,  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation  at  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  has  been  commissioned  as 
a  missionary  to  Kailua,  Hawaii.  Associated  with 
Mangum  for  four  years,  he  was  commissioned 
by  the  General  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  along  with 
some  86  others.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Williams  of 
Ruston,  who  will  go  to  Bolivia,  were  also  com¬ 
missioned. 

PAUL  L.  WOMAX  is  the  newly  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Lasseigne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  LaPlace.  Elected  to 
serve  with  Mr.  Womax  were:  C.  S.  Barrett,  vice- 
president;  Emile  Gros,  Jr.,  secretary;  and  Erman 
L.  Evans,  treasurer.  The  Men’s  Club  was  organ¬ 
ized  on  Friday,  Feb.  20,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 


church.  J.  B.  Higginbotham,  Immediate  Past 
Grand  Master  of  Louisiana  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Thirty-seven  men  were  present.  Rev.  C.  D.  Pink- 
ard  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  PARSONETTES  of  the  Ruston  District 
met  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Peyton  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  at  Arcadia  on  Feb.  12.  The  opening  devo¬ 
tional  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Merrill  of 
Minden.  Mrs.  Peyton,  president,  then  introduced 
Mrs.  Cora  Harris  from  Monroe,  who  spoke  to 
the  group  of  her  experience  as  a  preacher’s  wife 
and  life  in  a  parsonage.  Mrs.  Harris’  talk  was 
informal  and  inspirational  to  those  present.  The 
March  meeting  of  the  Ruston  District  Parsonettes 
will  be  held  at  the  Homer  parsonage  with  Mrs. 
Lottie  Maye  Fraser  as  hostess.  Mrs.  Melonea 
Conerly  is  reporter  for  the  group. 

Assisting  in  the  courtesies  at  the  open 

house  Sunday,  Feb.  1,  at  the  Lecompte  Meth¬ 
odist  new  parsonage  were  Mrs.  Walter  Odom, 
presiding  at  the  punch  bowl,  Mrs.  Francis  Stage, 
the  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs.  Nannie  P.  Wimple  and 
Mrs.  Louis  Scarbrock.  The  table  was  covered 
with  a  hand-made  tablecloth,  crocheted  by  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Cox.  Many  guests  attended  and  welcomed 
the  Stages  into  their  new  home.  W.S.C.S.  mem¬ 
bers  assisted  in  preparing  refreshments  and  serv¬ 
ing  them.  The  ladies  of  this  organization  also 
claim  credit  for  the  original  contribution  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  new  parsonage. 

A  PAST  PRESIDENT  PIN  was  presented  to 
Lionel  Pichon  for  his  guiding  work  in  1957 
in  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Covington  Methodist 
Church.  It  was  agreed  at  the  meeting  on  Feb.  18 
to  order  a  past  president  pin  for  Adrian  Fussell 
for  his  work  in  the  Club  in  1958.  At  the  February 
meeting  M.  E.  Causey  read  the  scripture  and 
gave  the  devotional.  Bill  Munoz  of  Caracas, 
Venezuela,  South  America,  a  worker  with  Shell 
Oil  Company,  was  guest  speaker.  He  also  showed 
slides  of  his  homeland.  Henry  Mayfield  gave  an 
interesting  report  on  school  growth  in  St.  Tam¬ 
many  Parish  in  the  past  10  years,  and  showed 
the  need  for  added  school  facilities  in  the  near 
future.  Following  a  fellowship  hour  coffee,  iced 
tea  and  cup  cakes  were  served.  The  meeting  was 
dismissed  by  the  president,  Leroy  Fendlason.  The 
project  for  the  month  is  to  beautify  the  church 
grounds  with  shrubbery.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  included  a  Sweetheart 
Banquet  on  Feb.  14,  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  Miss  Sharon  Thig¬ 
pen  was  chosen  the  Valentine  Queen  of  the 
church.  Some  twenty-five  young  people  attended 
the  festivities,  and  a  time  of  Christian  Fellow¬ 
ship  was  heightened  by  the  message  brought  by 
Rev.  Robert  McCammon,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Leesville.  On  Sunday,  Feb. 
15,  the  church  entertained  the  Deputation  Team 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  from  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles.  The  group,  led  by  Rev.  James  Don¬ 
aldson,  director,  presented  the  work  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  the  morning  worship  service. 
A  luncheon  was  served  at  the  noon  hour  by  the 
members  of  the  W.S.C.S.,  and  the  Counselors  of 
the  Wesley  MYF.  A  period  of  fellowship  was 
enjoyed  following  the  luncheon.  Rev.  James  C. 
Skinner  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Curtis  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City  include  a 
Sweetheart  Banquet  on  Friday,  Feb.  13,  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  the  mothers  of  the  church.  A  delicious 
meal  was  served  to  80  youth  and  14  adults.  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Bryant  was  chairman  of  the  food  commit¬ 
tee,  and  Mrs.  Woodrow  Moore  was  chairman  of 
the  decorating  committee.  Chosen  king  and  queen 
of  their  respective  departments  were:  Intermedi¬ 
ates,  Hunter  Foreman,  Jr.,  and  Dana  Stinson; 
Seniors,  Robert  Clifton  and  Jeanette  Bryant.  This 
being  the  first  Sweetheart  Banquet  to  be  held 
at  the  church,  it  was  decided  to  become  an  annual 
affair.  Twenty-three  women  of  the  Church  met 
Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  17  for  the  W.S.C.S.  Study, 
“Concerns  of  a  Continent.”  Mrs.  W.  V.  Sirman 
was  in  charge  of  the  Study,  which  was  presented 
in  an  interesting  manner  with  almost  all  present 
participating  in  some  way.  At  the  close  of  the 
Study  period,  eighteen  of  the  ladies  enjoyed  a 
Mexican  luncheon  at  the  El  Chico  Restaurant  in 
Shreveport.  Rev.  W.  V.  Sirman  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Chappell  of  Texarkana  are  shown  here  with  their 
children  prior  to  their  dedication  as  medical  missionaries  to  India. 

Area  Methodists  Are  Dedicated  As 
Medical  Missionaries  To  India 


Sunday  morning  February  15  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Arkansas — Dr.  Arthur  Ter¬ 
ry,  pastor,  had  two  of  the  choir 
members  come  down  during  the  In¬ 
vitation  Hymn  to  dedicate  them¬ 
selves  to  Medical  Missionary  Work 
for  two  years  in  Vellore,  India  at 
the  Vellore  Christian  Medical  Col¬ 
lege.  They  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Hart  Chappell.  Dr.  Chappell  is 
the  son  of  a  well  known  Methodist 
minister,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clovis  G. 
Chappell. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Chappell  is  Pathologist 
and  Director  of  Laboratories  at  St. 
Michael’s  Hospital;  Wadley  Hospit¬ 
al  and  has  his  own  laboratory  in 


Texarkana,  which  serves  a  wide 
area. 

Dr.  Chappell  married  the  former 
Billie  Jo  Darden  from  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as,  who  was  his  technician  at  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital  in  Houston,  before 
they  married  on  August  27,  1958. 
They  have  four  children:  Martha 
Ann  (Jan.  28,  1950),  Thomas  Hart 
(Feb.  6,  1952),  David  Allen  (Jan. 
12,  1954)  and  Susan  (Sept.  20,  1955). 
They  all  have  great  hopes  of  leaving 
by  January  of  1960  for  Vellore. 

Dr.  Chappell  will  be  Clinical  Path¬ 
ologist  as  well  as  Instructor  in  Path¬ 
ology  and  Bacteriology  at  Vellore 
Christian  Medical  College. 


Former  Pastors 
Hold  Services  At 
Eunice  Church 

Two  former  pastors  were  guest 
speakers  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Eunice,  Sunday,  February 
15,  as  part  of  official  opening  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  newly-renovated  edu¬ 
cation  building,  Rev.  Wilson  Watson, 
pastor,  said. 

Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs,  preached  at  the  morning 
worship  services  and  Rev.  Otis  W. 
Spinks,  pastor  of  the  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
preached  at  the  evening  services. 

Included  in  the  recently  complet¬ 
ed  building  program  at  the  church 
ls  a  new  two-story  addition  cover¬ 
ing  4,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
and  the  complete  remodeling  of  the 
existent  educational  building. 

The  completed  building  program 
gives  the  First  Methodist  Church 
°ne  of  the  most  adequate  education¬ 
al  buildings  that  can  be  found.  Total 
c°st  of  the  building  program,  in¬ 
cluding  architect  fees  and  new 
equipment,  amounts  to  $60,000. 
Architect  was  Robert  Coleman  of 
Raton  Rouge  and  contractor  was  the 
eT  J-  Deille  Lumber  Co.  of  Eunice. 
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La.  Conf.  Dist.  Lay 
Leaders  Hold  Meet 
Sunday,  Feb.  1 

Louisiana  Conference  District  lay 
leaders  held  a  meeting  on  Sunday, 
February  1  in  Alexandria. 

The  meeting  was  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  leadership  of  Robert  P.  Lay, 
conference  lay  leader  and  concerned 
the  general  promotion  of  a  number 
of  national  and  conference  projects 
which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Lay  Activities. 
These  included  Methodist  Men’s 
Hour,  Library  at  Alaska  Methodist 
University,  Laymen’s  Day,  Confer¬ 
ence  Scholarship  Fund,  The  Con¬ 
ference  Essay  Contest,  Recruitment 
for  Methodist  Ministry  and  lay 
speaking  programs.  R.  O.  Cooper- 
denter  of  Baton  Rouge  conducted 
the  devotional  following  a  luncheon 
at  the  Bentley  Hotel. 

The  group  attended  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
at  Alexandria  in  the  morning. 
Guests  included  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harp¬ 
er,  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend, 
superintendent  of  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict. 


Junior  Choir  Festival  Is  Held  At  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  March  8 

A  Junior  Choir  Festival  was  held 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  March  15th  begins  Week  2 
of  the  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass.  During  this  week  the 
Program  and  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  begins  its  work  of 
formulating  the  church’s  pro¬ 
gram  and  Division  Leaders 
and  Captains  of  Visitation 
teams  are  selected. 

2.  Week  3  Begins  March  22nd. 
Photographs  of  Church  Ac¬ 
tivities  to  be  included  in  pub¬ 
licity  are  completed. 

3.  On  March  23rd,  the  Program 
and  Resources  Committee  will 
select  the  people  who  are  to 
estimate  the  financial  poten¬ 
tial  of  the  congregation, 
(pages  25-28  of  the  Manual) 

4.  By  March  24th,  the  Materials 
Committee  will  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  Resources  Work 
Sheets. 

5.  On  March  25th  those  who  are 
to  help  with  estimating  will 
be  notified  of  the  meeting 
for  the  work  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  March  29th. 

6.  By  March  26th,  the  photo¬ 
graphs  should  be  delivered 
and  halftones  ordered. 


on  Sunday  March  8th,  at  4  p.  m.  in 
the  Sanctuary  of  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Shreveport.  Partici¬ 
pating  in  this  important  event  were 
children  of  the  following  Method¬ 
ist  Churches:  First  Methodist,  Noel, 
North  Highlands,  Mangum,  Broad¬ 
moor,  Wynn  Memorial,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  of  Bossier  City,  Caddo  Heights, 
Barksdale  Methodist.  Choir  Direc¬ 
tors  met  regularly  for  several 
months  with  Jim  Lamberson  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  group  and  Youth  Choir 
Director  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  planning  music  for  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  200  voice  choir  was  under  the 
direction  of  Robert  McGill  Minister 
of  Music  of  the  Grace  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  who 
also  conducted  a  workshop  on  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon  March  7th  for  chil¬ 
drens’  choir  leaders.  Mr.  McGill  is 
widely  known  for  his  work  both  as 
Choral  director  and  organist  and  in 
addition  to  directing,  played  several 
Organ  numbers.  He  was  assisted  by 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Booth  at  the  Organ,  and 
Sam  Terranova,  Concertmaster  of 
the  Shreveport  Symphony  Orches¬ 
tra. 


Jonesboro  Men’s  Club 
Holds  Regular  Meeting 

Jason  Smith,  of  Homer,  Ruston 
District  Lay  Leader,  spoke  to  the 
Methodist  Men  of  the  Jonesboro 
Methodist  Church,  Tuesday,  Febru¬ 
ary  24. 

Everyone  enjoyed  a  quartet  com¬ 
posed  of  Joe  Key,  Dewitt  Jones,  Dr. 
A.  A.  Meredith  and  George  Doug¬ 
las,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Joe  Key. 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans  had  charge  of  the  evening  worship  service  on  February  15.  Walter 
L.  Sikes,  pictured  above.  President  of  the  Seniors,  gave  the  message. 


He  was  assisted  during  the  service  by  Miss  Muriel  Vonderharr,  chair¬ 
man  of  Faith  and  Witness;  Miss  Jean  Clements,  pictured  above,  chairman 
of  Outreach;  Miss  Claudia  Thomas,  Treasurer  and  Raymond  Vonderharr, 
president  of  the  Intermediates. 

The  Youth  Choir  of  the  St.  Matthew  Methodist  Church  contributed 
much  to  the  service  by  singing  a  beautiful  anthem. 

Ushers  for  the  evening  were  Kenneth  Hughes,  Billy  Johnson,  Freddie 
Ruckert,  Terry  Waldon  and  Bill  Ruckert. 

After  the  service  the  MYF  was  host  to  the  congregation  with  a  re¬ 
ception  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

Among  the  guests  present  was  Rev.  Ed.  Mundt,  pastor  of  St.  Matthews 
Church.  Rev.  N.  Melbert  and  Rev.  Art  Baker  are  the  pastors  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 
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Miss  Susan  Burton,  left,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Gould,  right,  are  shown, 
in  front  Qf  the  Algiers  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  after  a  meeting  of 
the  Easter  Sunrise  service  committee.  Miss  Gould,  president  of  the  North¬ 
west  Sub-district,  will  sing  a  solo  at  the  service  sponsored  by  the  M.Y .F .  of 
the  New  Orleans  District.  Miss  Burton  will  read  the  Scripture  as  a  cast  of 
forty  youth  portray  the  Resurrection  Story  from  Matthew. 

Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  New  Orleans  district  superintendent,  will  bring  the 


message. 

Hendrix  Fellowship 
Team  Visits 
Crossett  Church 

A  Fellowship  Team  composed  of 
Dr.  James  S.  Upton,  Professor  of 
Religion  in  Hendrix  College,  Con¬ 
way,  Ark.,  and  Misses  Jerrine 
Jones,  Temple  Brannon,  and  Mary 
Mathis,  Mr.  Johnny  Lamb  and  Mr. 
Jon  Thompson,  students  at  Hendrix 
College,  were  guests  of  the  youth 
of  the  Crossett  Methodist  Church, 
recently. 

Friday  evening  the  group  were 
dinner  guests  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
B.  Hefley.  Later  in  the  evening  an 
informal  social  hour  was  held  and 
members  of  the  senior  MYF  came 
by  to  get  acquainted  with  the  Hen¬ 
drix  team. 

Saturday  morning  was  devoted  to 
the  work  of  organizing  fellowship 
teams.  Eight  students,  members  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation,  from  Ar¬ 
kansas  A.  &  M.  College,  and  other 
local  youth  were  in  this  workshop. 

At  noon  the  local  youth  served 
a  “pot-luck”  luncheon  for  all  the 
visitors. 

The  afternoon  session  and  the 
evening  sessions  were  workshops 
on  the  MYF  and  recreation  for 
members  of  the  local  church. 

Sunday  morning  the  Hendrix 
youth  spoke  in  the  Adult  and  Youth 
Division  worship  services  and 
taught  Sunday  School  classes.  Dr. 
Upton  preached  at  the  morning 
worship  hour. 


Review  Of  First 
Church,  N.O.,  Youth 
Program  Is  Given 

The  Youth  Dept,  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  has  had  a  busy  and  interesting 
fall  program.  They  have  increased 
in  attendance  and  members. 

Both  groups  Intermediates  and 
Seniors  made  their  annual  trip  to 
Houma,  La.  to  visit  the  McDonnell 
Methodist  Center  in  November. 
They  took  Christmas  gifts  from  the 
Delta  Sub-district;  also  fruit  and 
cookies  from  First  Church. 

Dec.  9 — they  won  the  attendance 
award  for  the  third  consecutive 
time  at  Sub-district. 

Dec.  13 — A  wonderful  day  was 
spent  in  Waverlyn,  Miss,  at  the 
lodge  of  Mr.  B.  Chevis.  Greens, 
holly  and  etc.  were  gathered  with 
which  to  decorate  the  educational 
building  for  the  holidays. 

Dec.  14 — Directly  after  church  a 
fried  chicken  dinner  was  served  to 
40  young  people  and  counselors. 
Then  the  afternoon  was  spent  in 
decorating  a  seven  foot  Christmas 
tree,  Fellowship  Hall  and  Youth 
Assembly  room. 

Dec.  19  —  Church- wide  Sunday 
School  party  was  held  with  a  good 
attendance.  The  Youth  Choir  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  their  leader, 
Rev.  Art  Baker  sang,  “O  Holy 
Night.” 

Directly  after  the  Sunday  School 
party  all  Seniors  went  to  the  home 
of  the  Walter  Sikes  and  there  had 
an  old  fashioned  Christmas  party. 

Dec.  20 — The  Intermediates  had 
their  Christmas  party  the  following 
night  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Johnston. 

Dec.  21  —  Both  groups  went  by 
truck  Christmas  caroling.  They  vis- 


Little  Rock  Conf.  Youth  Temperance 
Essay  Contest  Rules  Are  Announced 

The  theme  for  the  Youth  Temperance  Essay  Contest  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  this  year  will  be:  “Your  Drinking  Is  My  Concern.”  The  con¬ 
testants  are  given  the  suggestion  to  base  their  concern  upon  some  of  the 
following:  Moral,  Economical,  Judicial,  Social,  Personal,  Psychological 
Physical,  Religious,  etc.  They  should  not  try  to  cover  them  all. 

The  essay  will  be  delivered  orally  and  must  not  take  over  10  minutes. 
It  may  be  read,  given  from  memory,  or  notes  may  be  used.  Any  member 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  (12-23  years  old)  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  is  eligible  to  enter,  except  those  who  have  attended  the  National 
Youth  School  of  Alcohol  Studies. 

The  essays  will  be  judged  upon  the  following  points:  Organization  and 
composition  will  count  one  fourth.  Content  will  count  one  fourth.  Presen¬ 
tation  will  count  one  fourth.  Originality  will  count  one  fourth.  The  essay 
must  be  the  work  of  the  contestants,  yet  helpful  suggestions  and  criticisms 
may  be  received  from  their  pastors,  parents,  counselors,  and  teachers. 

In  each  of  the  six  districts  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  the  District 


Director  of  Temperance  and  the 
District  Director  of  Youth  Work  will 
cooperate  in  selecting  the  time, 
place  and  judges  for  their  district’s 
contest.  The  deadline  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  contests  is  May  1,  1959.  The 


ited  the  Fink  Home,  St.  Anna  Home 
and  the  Betheny  Home  for  the  aged. 
They  also  took  sunshine  baskets  of 
fruit,  nuts  and  candy  to  the  elderly 
people. 

Sunday  night  service  on  Dec.  21 
was  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Art 
Baker  who  had  the  youth  assist  him 
in  the  Christmas  service. 

Jan.  11 — The  MYF  of  the  Parker 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  were 
guests  of  the  Youth.  The  program 
was  on  Outreach  and  a  film  strip 
was  shown.  The  groups  had  supper 
and  fellowship  afterwards. 

Jan.  25  —  The  Intermediates  col¬ 
lected  good  used  clothing  and  sent 
it  to  the  McDonnell  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ter.  ; 

Jan.  17 — The  Intermediates  invit¬ 
ed  the  Seniors  on  a  skating  party. 
Both  groups  went  by  truck. 

Jan.  30  —  Five  Seniors  attended 
the  Annual  Career  Clinic  held  at 
the  Carrolton  Methodist  Church. 

Feb.  14 — The  Intermediates  had 
a  Valentine  party  at  the  home  of 
Miss  Mary  K.  Ferguson. 

Feb.  17 — The  MYF  again  attend¬ 
ed  the  Sub-district  meeting  held  at 
St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Church  and 
won  the  attendance  award  again. 

Feb.  15— The  MYF  of  the  First 
Church  celebrated  Youth  Week  by 
having  charge  of  the  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  service.  After  service  they 
held  a  reception  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall. 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
is  very  active  in  the  Sub-district 
and  District  Youth  Fellowships. 
Walter  L.  Sikes  and  Miss  Muriel 
Vonderharr  being  officers  on  the 
Sub-district  Council. 

The  youth  choir  is  to  sing  at  the 
forthcoming  Easter  Sunrise  Service 
to  be  held  at  City  Park. 

Freddie  Ruckert  won  the  poster 
contest  at  the  recent  Delta  Sub¬ 
district  meeting. 

Raymond  Vonderhaar  is  in  the 
cast  of  the  forthcoming  pageant  in 
connection  with  the  Easter  Sunrise 
Service. 

The  teachers  of  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion  are  capable  and  faithful:  Older 
Youth  teacher  is  Luther  Pike;  Sen¬ 
ior  Youth  teacher,  Joe  Humble;  1st 
Yr.  Intermediates,  Miss  Lucinda 
Guirad;  2nd  Yr.  Intermediates,  Mrs. 
Muriel  Vonderharr;  3rd  Yr.  Inter¬ 
mediates,  James  Evans. 

Counselors  for  the  Intermediates 
are,  Mrs.  -Muriel  Vonderhaar,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bob  McCreary  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  Ruckert. 

Counselors  for  the  Seniors  are: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Clements,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norman  Wigle. 


first  place  winners  from  the  six 
districts  will  each  receive  $25.00 
plus  an  expense  paid  trip  to  Hot 
Springs,  June  1,  1959,  for  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  Contest  to  be  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  at 
2:00  p.m. 

The  first  place  conference  winner 
will  receive  $50.00,  plus  $65.00  on 
his  or  her  expenses  to  the  National 
Convocation  of  Methodist  Youth, 
Purdue  University,  LaFayette,  In¬ 
diana,  August  24-28,  1959,  if  he  or 
she  goes.  This  winner  will  give  his 
or  her  essay  at  the  Conference 
Youth  Night  Rally.  The  second 
place  winner  will  receive  $25.00, 
plus  $35.00  on  his  or  her  expenses 
to  the  National  Convocation  of 
Methodist  Youth.  The  third  place 
winner  will  receive  $10.00,  and  be 
the  first  alternate  for  part  of  his  or 
her  expenses  to  the  National  Convo¬ 
cation  of  Methodist  Youth  in  case 
either  of  the  above  two  cannot  at¬ 
tend. 

The  youth  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  are  encouraged  to  enter  this 
contest  and  to  begin  now  collecting 
materials  for  their  essay.  Helpful 
materials  and  suggestions  may  be 
received  from  their  pastor,  counsel¬ 
ors,  District  Director  of  Youth  Work, 
District  Director  of  Temperance;  or 
the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  will  furnish  a  free  packet  to 
any  youth  who  sends  his  or  her 
name  and  address  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Temperance  Essay  Con¬ 
test  Director,  Rev.  Allan  E.  Hilliard, 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  800  E. 
Mill,  Malvern,  Arkansas,  and  re¬ 
quest  “Temperance  Essay  Contest 
Packet.”  This  is  similar  to  the  free 
packet  offered  last  year.  These 
packets  are  being  mailed  on  a  first- 
come-first-served  basis.  After  the 
remaining  20  are  exhausted  there 
may  be  a  delay  because  other  pack¬ 
ets  will  have  to  be  ordered  from  the 
General  Board  of  Temperance.  So 
send  your  order  in  today. 

This  contest  is  sponsored  by  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Youth  Council. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Silver  mil 

The  first  business  meeting  of  the 
recently  organized  Silver  Hill  MYF 
was  held. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows: 
Dean  Adams,  president;  Daymon 
Davis,  vice-president;  Betty  Jo  Wat¬ 
son,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Nancy 
Watson,  reporter;  Joyce  Watson, 
Linda  Watson,  Bruce  Watson,  and 
Jim  Watson,  program  committee; 
Sammy  Hall,  MYFund  treasurer 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Jackson  are 
the  adult  leaders.  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson 
te  also  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Ten 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Little  Rock  Women  To  Hear  Dr.  Blake 


DR.  C.  MELVIN  BLAKE 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
meeting  March  17,  18  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  will 
be  privileged  to  hear  Dr.  C.  Melvin 
Blake,  secretary  of  work  for  Europe 
and  Africa  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Blake 
will  speak  Tuesday  evening,  with 
the  session  beginning  at  7:30  p.m., 
with  his  topic  being  “Africa  Belongs 
to  God.”  The  theme  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  is  “This  Is  God’s  World.” 

A  workshop  for  district  officers 
will  be  held  the  morning  of  Tues¬ 
day,  March  16,  with  the  opening 
scheduled  for  9:00  a.m.  in  the 
Chapel. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  president,  will 
convene  the  Nineteenth  Annual 
Meeting  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,  and  following  the  devotional 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  and  or¬ 


ganization  of  the  conference,  will 
give  the  President’s  Message,  “Faith 
for  the  Future.” 

Miss  Marjory  Mayer,  missionary 
to  Japan  now  on  furlough  studying 
at  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  will 
close  the  afternoon  session  with  a 
message,  “The  Challenge  to  the 
Christian  Church  in  Japan.” 

Following  the  evening  service,  a 
Reception  will  be  held  in  the  Din¬ 
ing  Room,  courtesy  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Wednesday  morning  session 
will  open  at  9:00  a.m.  with  the  Me¬ 
morial  Service  led  by  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Tooley.  Mrs.  Taylor  D.  Wilkes  will 
be  the  soloist. 

Conference  Officers  and  Districts 
will  report  following  the  theme: 
“We  Pledge  Our  Prayers,  Our  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  Our  Gifts?’ 

Miss  Mayer,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Hen¬ 
derson,  and  Darryl  Smith  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  panel  “The  Church’s  Message 
and  Mission  Today.” 

The  Wednesday  afternoon  session 
will  begin  at  1:15  p.m.  United 
Church  Women  will  be  represented 
by  Mrs.  E.  D.  Galloway  and  Mrs.  T. 
S.  Lovett. 

Patterns  of  Service  will  feature 
Rev.  James  Major,  Miss  Mary  Joyce 
Harton  and  M.  W.  Willis. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum  will  make 
the  presentations  to  the  Retiring 
Officers. 

“Youth  Leads  the  Way”  will  be 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Charles 
Primm. 


MISS  MARY  JOYCE  HARTON 

Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton  will  lead  the 
Installation  and  Dedication  Service. 
Mrs.  Cotton  is  president  of  the  host¬ 
ess  society.  General  Chairman  of 
Local  Arrangements  is  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Rebsamen,  and  Mrs.  Murray  B.  Mc¬ 
Leod  is  Program  Chairman  for  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

Meals  will  be  served  in  the  church 
dining  room  Tuesday  evening  and 
Wednesday  noon,  for  which  reser¬ 
vations  must  be  made  in  advance 
to  Mrs.  James  Slayden. 


Welsh  Adds  Circle 

The  Welsh  Society  has  been  reor¬ 
ganized  and  now  has  three  circles 
instead  of  two — the  plan  being  to 
change  circle  members  every  two 
years. 

The  Alice  Van  Ness  Circle  with 
Mrs.  Charles  Epperly  as  chairman 
has  changed  its  name  to  the  “Nora 
Armstrong”  circle  honoring  its  old¬ 
est  member  who  is  ah  inspiration 
to  all  the  members  who  are  much 
younger. 

The  new  circle,  the  “Mary  Scog¬ 
gins”  Circle  is  also  named  for  one 
of  its  members  who  has  worked 
faithfully  through  the  years  and  who 
is  still  one  of  the  most  active.  Mrs. 
Earl  Greer  is  the  chairman  for  this 
circle. 

The  “Mae  Robinson”  Circle  is 
named  for  another  member  who  has 
also  had  a  long  record  in  the  WSCS, 
and  has  been  pianist  for  many  dif¬ 
ferent  choirs  through  the  years  and 
who  is  now  playing  for  the  Youth 
Choir.  Mrs.  Irving  Hayes  is  the 
Chairman  of  this  Circle. 

At  the  Feb.  business  meeting  the 
WSCS  voted  to  give  an  offering  to 
the  Crusade  Scholarship  Fund  in 
cooperation  with  the  Week  of  Ded¬ 
ication  plans. 

Mrs.  Walter  Hayes  is  president  of 
the  Welsh  WSCS. 

The  WSCS  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  cooperated  with  other  church 
women  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
Program  held  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  Friday  night  Feb.  13. 

The  M.Y.F.  held  an  all  day  plan¬ 
ning  session  Sat.  Feb.  7  in  the 
Church  Annex.  There  were  28  young 
people  and  4  Adult  advisors  present. 


Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 

WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD,  NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE 


Franklin  Society 
Active 

“Middle  East  Pilgrimage”  is  the 
title  of  the  Franklin  Mission  Study 
which  was  held  at  7:30  p.m.  Wed¬ 
nesday,  February  25th  at  Fellowship 
Hall. 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Milling,  chairman  of 
missionary  education,  and  her  com¬ 
mittee  have  prepared  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  series  of  lessons. 

“Literacy  and  Christian  Litera¬ 
ture”  was  the  topic  of  study  when, 
all  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  met  February  11th. 

The  opening  meditation  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Paul  Horton,  president. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Norris  taught  an  in¬ 
formative  lesson  which  explained 
how  literacy  and  literature  are  a 
vital  part  of  mission  of  the  church 
at  home  and  overseas. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Hoy  and  Mrs.  A. 
S-  Hurley  gave  interesting  parts  of 
.the  program. 

Mrs.  Doyle  Coffelt  entertained 
the  Sallie  Moore  circle.  Fourteen 
Members  were  present. 

Mrs.  Coffelt  gave  the  devotional; 
Mrs.  Lavern  Mucully  taught  the 
lesson. 


Miss  Martha  Simonton  was  host¬ 
ess  to  the  Harris  circle  meeting. 
Seven  members  attended. 

Mrs.  Lee  Champagne  lead  the  de¬ 
votional,  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Norris 
taught  the  lesson. 

The  Ella  Hooper  circle  meeting 
was  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Fred 
Johnson  with  Mrs.  J.  K.  Hebert  as 
co-hostess.  Eleven  members  were 
present. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Stoufflet,  guest  speak¬ 
er,  presented  the  devotional  and 
lesson. 

The  money  which  this  circle  had 
made  was  given  to  the  kitchen 
equipment  fund. 

The  McLain  circle  met  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Spencer  Todd  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Hoy  opened  the 
meeting  with  prayer. 

Mrs.  James  Lunny  gave  the  les¬ 
son,  a  continuation  of  the  Study  of 
Mark. 

Twelve  members  and  two  guests 
were  present. 

The  Weir  circle  met  with  Mrs. 
McKerall  O’Neill  with  Mrs.  Carrie 
Tillison  as  co-hostess. 

Mrs.  Ross  Little  taught  the  lesson. 

There  were  seventeen  members 
and  three  guests  present. 

A  love  offering  was  received. 


FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  JONESBORO 
MARCH  14-15,  1959 


PROGRAM 

THEME:  "IN  TUNE  WITH  GOD” 

2:00  p.m.  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Convened 

Devotional:  "In  Tune  With  God”  . Miss  Leota  Kruger 

Roll  Call  by  Districts  . Mrs.  Laura  Etta  Robertson 

Conference  Secretary’s  Message: 

"Harmony  in  Doing  God’s  Work”  . Mrs.  Vida  Fry 

Joyful  Notes  of  God’s  Work  . District  Secretaries 

4:00  p.m.  Tea  at  Methodist  Student  Center,  Arkansas  State  College 
Courtesy  of  the  Hospitality  Committee 

SATURDAY  EVENING  SESSION 

7 :0O  p.m.  Banquet  in  Fellowship  Hall 
Program  by  Hostess  Guilds 

In  charge  of  Mrs.  Fred  Steinagger  and  Miss  Jeanne  Ballew 
8:00  p.m.  In  the  Sanctuary 

Message:  "A  Pattern  for  Missionary  Strategy  in  the  Mid-East” 

(Illustrated  with  Colored  Slides)  . Rev.  E.  J.  Holifield 

Solo:  “I  Walked  Today  Where  Jesus  Walked”  . Mrs.  John  Fortenberry 

SUNDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

7:30  a.m.  Breakfast  at  Hotel  Noble 

Devotional:  "Repeat  the  Sounding  Joy”  . Miss  Iris  Bell 

Stay  in  Key  . Standing  Guild  Committee 

Question  and  Answer  Period 
10:50  a.m.  Morning  Worship  in  Sanctuary 

S?™0"  . . . . Rev.  J.  William  Watson 

12:15  Noon  Guild  Luncheon  in  Fellowship  Hall 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 


1 :15  p.m. 


3:00  p.m. 


Organ  Meditations  . Mrs.  Fred  D.  Troutt 

Message:  “The  Symphony  of  Stewardship”  . Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington 

Pledge  Service: 

"In  Tune  With  God  Through  our  Giving”  . Mrs.  William  HaU 


Dedication:  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
Rev.  J.  W.  Watson  and  Rev.  Ben  F.  Jordan 
Benediction 


march  12, 1959 
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Christian  Hucation 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Shreveport  Church  Holds  Mission  Study 


STATE  OF  LOUISIANA 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 
BATON  ROUGE 

8  ffrittlmnatfmt 

WHEREAS,  the  mode  of  conduct  and  behavior  a  man 
exhibits  are  but  a  reflection  of  the  attitudes  and  habits  a  youth 
acquires ;  and 

WHEREAS,  inculcation  in  a  youth  of  the  proper  habits 
and  attitudes  is  one  of  the  greatest  services  a  parent  or  the 
youth’s  elders  can  render  to  him;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  problems  of  temperance  are  of  grave 
importance  to  our  parents  in  relation  to  their  children  and  is 
worthy  of  study  by  parents,  teachers  and  all  persons  having  as¬ 
sociation  with  our  youth; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  EARL  K.  LONG,  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  week  of  April  12  -  18,  1959, 
to  be 

YOUTH  TEMPERANCE  WEEK 

in  Louisiana  and  urge  the  proper  observance  pertaining  thereto. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  of¬ 
ficially  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Baton  Rouge,  on 
this  the  2nd  day  of  February,  A.D.,  1959. 

EARL  K.  LONG 
Governor  of  Louisiana 

ATTEST  BY  THE  GOVERNOR 

WADE  O.  MARTIN,  JR.,  Secretary  of  State 


Alcohol  Education  Sound  Films  May  Be 
Borrowed  For  La.  Youth  Temperance  Week 


Alcohol  education  sound  films, 
16  mm.  sound,  may  be  borrowed  of 
State  Library,  Baton  Rouge,  P.  O. 
Box  131.  Order  thru  local  parish 
library  if  you  have  one. 

1.  “ANY  BOY  U.  S.  A.”  —  Boy 
meets  Mr.  Whiskey  and  learns 
how  he  is  shunned. 


ics;  teaching  of  evil  effect. 

The  State  Board  of  Education 
shall  include  in  the  curriculum  of 
all  public  schools  of  this  state  a 
course  of  study  on  the  evil  and 
injurious  effects  on  the  human 
system  of  the  use  of  alcohol  and 


A  Church-wide  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions  was  held  at  Wynn  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana,  during  the  last  three 
Sunday  evenings  in  January  and 
the  first  three  Sundays  in  February. 
Each  of  the  six  sessions  began  at 
6:30  p.m.,  preceded  by  the  regular 
Sunday  evening  Fellowship  and 
Prayer  Groups,  and  closed  with  the 
7:30  p.m.  Service  of  Worship  in  the 
Sanctuary. 

The  Commission  on  Missions, 


narcotics.  This  course  of  study 
shall  be  used  in  all  the  grades  of 
the  public  schools. 

Section  2. 

Section  263  of  Sub-Part  D  of  Part 
III  of  Chapter  1  of  Title  17  of  the 
Louisiana  Revised  Statutes  of  1950 
is  hereby  amended  and  re-enacted 
to  read  as  follows: 

Section  263:  Instruction  on  use  of 
alcohol  and  narcotics:  Superin¬ 
tendents’  duty  to  supervise. 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  shall  instruct  and  require 
the  various  school  boards  and 
parish  superintendents  to  estab¬ 
lish,  and  maintain  in  all  of  the 
grades  of  the  public  schools  of 
their  respective  parishes,  such 
courses  of  study  of  the  evil  effects 
of  alcohol  and  narcotics  and  their 
injurious  effects  on  the  human 
system  as  may  be  required  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education;  and  to 
employ  competent  teachers  to  be 
selected  in  the  manner  provided 
by  law. 

Section  3. 

All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  con¬ 
flict  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 


Mrs.  W.  F.  Baucum,  chairman,  led 
in  the  planning  of  the  school.  The 
study  selected  was  the  interdenomi¬ 
national  study  “Concerns  of  a  Con¬ 
tinent,”  and  sessions  were  held  for 
both  adults  and  youth.  In  this 
study  of  our  North  American  neigh¬ 
bors,  units  were  planned  so  that 
session  leaders  would  be  obtained 
who  had  personally  traveled  the 
country  being  studied.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie,  gave  a  general 
orientation  of  the  course  in  one  ses¬ 
sion  and  presented  the  study  of 
Hawaii  in  a  second  unit.  Mrs.  Jim 
Lemee,  at  one  time  a  resident  of 
Alaska,  presented  that  unit.  Miss 
Georgina  LeChuga,  a  Centenary 
student  from  Durango,  Mexico, 
presented  the  study  on  Mexico. 
Miss  Magalie  Ruiz,  also  a  Centenary 
student  from  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  pre¬ 
sented  the  unit  on  Cuba.  And  Mr. 
Travis  Pace,  who,  with  Mrs.  Pace, 
has  traveled  much  of  America  vis¬ 
iting  scenic  spots  and  places  of  in¬ 
terest,  presented  pictures  and  a 
lecture  on  our  native  land. 

This  was  the  sixth  consecutive 
year  a  School  of  Missions  has  been 
held  in  Wynn  Memorial.  Interest 
and  attendance  has  increased  each 
year,  this  school  being  the  best  at¬ 
tended  of  any  previous  year. 

Each  year  a  special  project  is 
adopted  and  financed  directly 
through  contributions  in'  each  ses¬ 
sion.  Three  years  ago  the  school 
adopted  as  a  project  the  bringing 
of  a  young  man  from  India  to  Amer¬ 
ica  to  further  his  education.  The 
project  this  year  was  to  raise  funds 
for  his  transportation  home  follow¬ 
ing  his  graduation  from  Princeton 
Seminary  in  June.  He  will  return 
to  India,  where  he  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Baroda. 


2.  “THE  CHOICE  IS  YOURS”  — 
Young  people  questioning  their 
school  teacher  about  alcohol. 

3.  “IT’S  THE  BRAIN  THAT 
COUNTS”  —  Shows  how  one 
drink  of  beer  may  be  serious. 

4.  “LIQUID  LORE”— Use  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  abuse  of  alcohol. 

5.  “PUBLIC  ENEMY  NO.  1”— Doc¬ 
tor,  father  of  two  sons  tells  the 
danger  of  alcohol. 

6.  “THE  BENEFICIENT  REPRO¬ 
BATE” —  Scientific  presentation 
of  alcohol. 

7.  “WHAT  ABOUT  ALCOHOL”— 
High  school  youth  discuss  the 
custom  of  drinking  beverage  al¬ 
cohol. 

8.  “THAT  BOY  JOE”  —  Youth 
given  beer  at  home. 

9.  “VICIOUS  CIRCLE”  —  Adver¬ 
tising  artists  experience  with 
beer. 

10.  “SKID  ROW”  —  Documentary 
film  of  taverns,  alleys  and 
morgue. 

Act  No.  467  of  the  1950 
Louisiana  Legislature 

Section  1. 

Section  262  of  Sub-Part  D  of  Part 
in  of  Chapter  1  of  Title  17  of  the 
Louisiana  Revised  Statutes  of  1950 
is  hereby  amended  and  re-enacted 
to  read  as  follows: 

Section  262:  Alcohol  and  Narcot- 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Youth  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 

APRIL  10-11-12— FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH— LITTLE  ROCK 

FOR  YOUTH  15-23  AND  COUNSELORS 


Principal  Speaker:  Don  Kuhn  of  Chicago 

Dean:  Mrs.  Edward  McLain,  Malvern — General  Board  Representative:  Miss  Emogene  Dunlap 

of  Nashville,  Tenn. 


DELEGATES:  25  Delegates  per  District. 
Try  to  send  District,  Sub-District  and  Local 
Church  M.Y.F.  Presidents,  Chairmen  of 
Christian  Citizenship,  Counselors,  or  Alter¬ 
nates. 


PRE-REGISTRATION:  Send  name,  address 
and  M.Y.F.  office  you  hold  with  $1.00  to  your 
District  Director  of  Youth  Work.  (The  Dis¬ 
trict  Directors  of  Youth  Work  must  have 
their  list  in  to  Rev.  John  Hassler,  1723  Broad¬ 
way,  Little  Rock,  by  April  1.) 


COST:  $3.00  per  Delegate  (which  includes  the  $1.00  pre-registration  fee)  plus  travel. 
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Bishop  Martin 
Concludes  Willson 
Lecture  Series 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
area  of  the  Methodist  church,  will 
conclude  the  annual  Willson  Lecture 
Series  at  Centenary  College  today 
with  an  address  on  the  topic, 
“Everybody  Is  Somebody”. 

The  bishop  will  speak  at  9:20  a.m. 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on 
the  local  campus  before  Centenary 
students,  faculty  and  their  guests.  A 
large  number  of  Methodist  ministers 
from  Shreveport  also  have  been  at¬ 
tending  the  series,  which  opened 
Tuesday  morning  with  an  address 
on  the  subject,  “The  Challenge  of 
Courage”.  Yesterday,  Bishop  Martin 
spoke  on  the  topic,  “From  Sentiment 
to  Life”. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  and  former 
pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  has  served  as  general  chair¬ 
man  of  the  arrangements  committee 
for  the  lecture  series.  Centenary  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  assisting  with  the 
programs,  and  special  music  has 
been  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A. 
C.  Voran  with  William  C.  Teague 
at  the  organ. 


Large  Delegation 
Attends  21st 
La.  College  Conf. 

Centenary  College  was  represent¬ 
ed  by  a  large  delegation  at  the  21st 
annual  Louisiana  College  Conference 
meeting  held  last  weekend  at  North¬ 
east  State  College  in  Monroe. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Ford,  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  modern  languages,  and  Dr. 
W.  W.  Pate,  head  of  the  department 
of  commerce  and  economics,  were 
official  voting  delegates  for  Cente¬ 
nary.  Dr.  Pate,  vice  chairman  of  the 
commerce  section,  also  presided  at 
the  session  for  deans  and  depart¬ 
ment  heads  and  served  as  liaison 
officer  for  Centenary. 

Dr.  John  R.  Willingham,  professor 
of  English,  spoke  at  the  session  for 
English  teachers  on  the  topic,  “Ob¬ 
jectives  and  Procedures  in  High 
School  and  College  English  Pro¬ 
grams”,  and  Dr.  Virginia  Carlton, 
acting  head  of  the  mathematics  de¬ 
partment,  spoke  at  that  sectional 
meeting  on  the  subject,  “In-Service 
Institute  for  High  School  Teachers 
of  Mathematics  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.” 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  and  Dr.  Lee 
Morgan  served  as  members  of  the 
committee  on  surveys  and  the  reso¬ 
lutions  committee,  respectively,  and 
Mrs.  Nelle  W.  Brown,  registrar, 
served  as  secretary  for  the  regis¬ 
trar’s  section.  Mrs.  Margaret  Mc¬ 
Donald,  director  of  the  Centenary 
News  Bureau,  was  vice  chairman  of 
the  journalism  and  public  relations 
section,  and  Dr.  Leo  Raub,  acting 
head  of  the  physics  department,  was 
vice  chairman  of  the  natural  science 
section. 

Others  from  Centenary  who  at¬ 
tended  the  two-day  meeting  were 
Mrs.  Opal  Menefee,  A.  C.  Maddox, 
Dr.  Jack  Teagarden,  Dr.  Wilfred 
Guerin,  Leslie  E.  Burris,  Mrs.  Burris 
and  Dale  Armstrong. 


CEC1LE  PLUMMER 


WARREN  WEST 


Centenary  Lady  And  Gentleman  Elected 

Two  outstanding  young  Methodists  have  been  elected  Centenary  Lady 
and  Gentleman,  the  highest  honors  which  can  be  accorded  to  a  senior  coed 
and  senior  male  student  on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College. 

Miss  Cecile  Plummer,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Plummer  of 
Waco,  Tex.,  is  the  Centenary  Lady,  and  Warren  West,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Warren  C.  West  of  172  Preston  St., 

Dean  Lists  68  On 
Fall  Honor  Roll 
At  Centenary 

Centenary  College  lists  68  students 
on  the  dean’s  honor  roll  for  the  fall 
semester.  Of  these,  14  maintained 
perfect  straight  A  averages  for  the 
semester’s  work. 

Shreveporters  who  achieved  per¬ 
fect  averages  are  Linda  Walters 
Byrd,  Gloria  Hope  Gaffney,  Sandra 
Reynolds  Peebles,  John  Richard 
Raush,  John  C.  Rawls,  Jr.,  Jessica 
Jean  Warnlof  and  Donald  Edward 
Wolfe. 

Out-of-town  students  who  also 
maintained  averages  of  straight  A 
in  the  semester’s  work  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Diane  Holloway,  Dallas, 
Tex.;  Sara  F.  Liberto,  Plaquemine; 
Arthur  E.  Minnick,  Jr.,  Marshall, 
Tex.;  Gaynelle  Morgan,  Minden; 
Frederick  W.  Schiwndimann,  III, 
Coushatta;  Carole  Ann  Solomon, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  Alice  Joan 
Templeton,  Bastrop. 

Zina  Alexandra  Hengy  and  Bryan 
Sparks,  both  of  Shreveport,  main¬ 
tained  averages  of  2.9  of  a  possible 
3.00.  The  following  nine  students 
had  averages  of  2.8  for  the  semester: 
George  S.  Acton,  Jr.,  Plain  Dealing; 
Betty  J.  Crocker,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Marcella  Ree  Flynt,  Baton  Rouge; 
Gene  Holly  LaCaze,  Leesville;  Fran¬ 
ces  Jo  Littrell,  Plano,  Tex.;  and 
Harold  R.  Brewster,  Hoyt  Nolan 
Duggan,  Mary  Ellen  Murphree  and 
James  McKay  Owen,  all  of  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Averages  of  2.7  were  achieved  by 
the  following:  Diane  Lee  Bastian, 
Katherine  Jones  Cochran,  James  Rex 
Riley  and  Sara  Pryor  Stone,  all  of 
Shreveport;  Abbie  Terry,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.;  Roy  Beal  Thomas,  Longview, 
Tex.;  Sally  Ree  Ward,  Bossier  City, 
and  Barbara  Jean  White,  Paris,  Tex. 

Grade  averages  of  2.6  were  main¬ 
tained  by  the  following  14  students: 
Estel  Wayne  Adcock,  Albert  B. 
Cooksey,  Jr.,  Doris  Melrose  Culbert¬ 
son,  Penelope  Ruth  Hawkins,  Peggy 
Lou  Longino  and  Bobbie  Dean 
Spearman,  all  of  Shreveport;  Truly 
Anne  Drake,  Maplewood;  Richard  E. 
Herrmann,  Gilmer,  Tex.;  Frances  E. 
Kennon,  Jr.,  Minden;  Eileen  Jean 
Laird,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Georgina 
Edith  Lechuga,  Durango,  Mexico; 


Shreveport,  was  chosen  Centenary 
Gentleman  for  the  1958-59  academic 
year.  Both  are  active  in  the  MSM. 

Miss  Plummer,  whose  sorority  is 
Zeta  Tau  Alpha,  is  a  member  of 
the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church. 
Her  family  resided  in  Shreveport 
until  several  years  ago,  and  the  coed 
is  a  graduate  of  Shreveport’s  Byrd 
High  School.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Maroon  Jackets  honorary  group, 
Cencoe,  was  winner  of  the  freshman 
award  and  held  the  title  of  freshman 
class  favorite  during  her  initial  year 
on  the  campus. 

Young  West  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  He  is  affiliated  with  Kappa 
Sigma  fraternity,  is  active  in  the  in¬ 
tramural  program  and  is  a  member 
of  numerous  campus  organizations. 

Sally  Clingman  of  Keithville  and 
Lawrence  Waschka  of  Shreveport 
were  chosen  favorites  of  the  fresh¬ 
man  class,  and  sophomores  chose 
Ralph  Mason  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and 
Vicky  Grigsby  of  Shreveport  as 
their  favorites.  Jackie  Carpenter  of 
Winnsboro  and  Abbie  Terry  of  El 
Dorado,  Ark.,  were  elected  favorites 
of  the  junior  class,  and  seniors  chos¬ 
en  favorites  are  Ann  DeShazo  of 
Dallas,  Tex.,  and  Billy  Pat  Tipton 
of  Marshall,  Tex. 

Winners  of  the  titles  will  be  pic¬ 
tured  in  a  special  section  of  “The 
Yoncopin”,  student  yearbook  at 
Centenary. 


Marguerite  McDowell,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.;  Larry  T.  McKinstry,  Bastrop, 
and  Helena  Spangberg,  Saltsjoba- 
den,  Sweden. 

Maintaining  averages  of  2.5  for  the 
semester  are  Margaret  Cornelia 
Agurs,  John  K.  Butcher,  Beverly 
Hill  Gardner,  Sammie  Joe  Green, 
Robert  Saylor  Snead,  Frances  Ruth 
Velotta,  Stephen  Thomas  Victory, 
Charles  Ray  Walker,  Sandra  Elaine 
Whitlock  and  Dalna  Elaine  Worley, 
all  of  Shreveport. 

Out-of-town  students  who  also 
maintained  2.5  averages  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Kay  Margaret  Cooper,  Sul¬ 
phur;  Carolyn  Ann  Farley,  Thibo¬ 
deaux;  Glenda  Gay  Johnson,  Arp, 
Tex.;  David  E.  Leimbrook,  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Tex.;  Sally  Dean  McDonnell, 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base;  Windene 
Nicklaus,  Amarillo,  Tex.;  Katherine 
Joan  Phares,  Many;  Margaret  Alice 
Powell,  Minden;  Joe  Donald  Sartor, 
Fulton,  Mo.;  Alice  Eugenia  Valen¬ 
tine,  Oak  Ridge,  and  Charles  Lofton 
Wilder,  Eros. 


High  School 
Seniors  To  Be 
Feted  At  Centenary 

Seniors  from  Shreveport  and  Ark- 
La-Tex  high  schools  are  being  feted 
at  a  series  of  four  Tuesday  evening 
dinner  meetings  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

The  first  program  was  held  Tues¬ 
day  of  this  week  for  students  pri¬ 
marily  interested  in  careers  in 
chemistry,  biology,  geology,  indus¬ 
trial  technology,  mathematics,  phys¬ 
ics  and  pre-engineering.  Faculty 
representatives  from  the  various  de¬ 
partments  discussed  career  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  their  respective  fields  at 
a  5  p.m.  meeting,  after  which  the 
visitors  were  guests  of  the  college  at 
dinner  in  the  cafeteria. 

The  second  meeting  will  be  held 
Tuesday,  March  17,  for  students  in¬ 
terested  in  basketball,  business  ad¬ 
ministration,  secretarial  science, 
physical  education  and  the  Reserve 
Officers  Training  Corps. 

The  March  24  meeting  has  been 
planned  for  students  interested  in 
English,  French,  German,  Latin, 
Spanish,  history,  psychology,  reli¬ 
gion  and  sociology.  Faculty  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  department  of 
education  also  will  be  on  hand  to 
discuss  careers  in  high  school  and 
elementary  teaching,  and  students 
interested  in  pre-law  courses  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  meet  with 
faculty  representatives  from  that 
department. 

The  program  on  March  31  will  be 
devoted  to  the  fine  arts,  including 
art,  dramatics,  speech,  music  and 
the  like.  The  band,  choir,  organ, 
piano  and  symphony  programs  at 
Centenary  will  be  discussed.  Stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  pre-m  e  d  i  c  a  1 
training  will  be  guests  at  a  later 
meeting  for  which  the  Centenary 
chapter  of  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta,  hon¬ 
orary  pre-medical  fraternity,  will 
serve  as  host  group. 

Miss  Nellie  V.  Strother  and  Mrs. 
Sue  Boydston,  enrollment  counsel¬ 
ors,  are  in  charge  of  the  series  of 
meetings. 

Centenary 
College  News 

Joseph  M.  Running,  director  of 
the  Centenary  College  school  of 
music  and  organist  and  choirmaster 
at  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church, 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Music  Teachers’  National  Assn,  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  Running  has  been 
a  member  of  the  association  for  the 
past  14  years. 


Dr.  Sidney  Rice,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  physical  education  at 
Centenary  College,  and  Miss  Mary 
Frances  Estes  and  Fred  Bedelle  of 
his  teaching  staff  attended  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  American  Assn, 
for  Health  and  Physical  Education 
in  Houston,  Tex.  The  meeting  was 
for  the  southern  district  of  the  as¬ 
sociation  and  attracted  representa¬ 
tives  from  13  southern  states. 


Dr.  W.  W.  Pate,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  commerce  and  econo¬ 
mics  at  Centenary  College,  was  a- 
mong  the  principal  speakers  recently 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  group 
four,  Arkansas  Bankers’  Assn.,  in 
Texarkana,  Ark.  He  spoke  on  the 
topic,  “Debt  and  Spending”.  Guest 
speaker  at  the  evening  banquet  was 
the  Rev.  Warren  D.  Glover,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Mena,  Ark. 
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There  Are  8100  Methodists  in  Puerto  Rico 


A  6.5  per  cent  increase  in  Methodist  membership  in  Puerto  Rico  during 
1958  brought  the  number  of  Methodists  there  to  a  record  high  of  8,100  as  of 
February  1,  1959. 

That  report  on  membership  growth  was  given  to  the  Puerto  Rico  Pro¬ 
visional  Annual  Conference  at  its  meeting  January  29 — February  1  in  San 
Juan  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tomas  Rico  Soltero,  superintendent  of  Methodist  work 
in  Puerto  Rico.  The  6.5  per  cent  increase  compares  with  an  average  annual 
increase  of  slightly  more  than  one  per  cent  for  the  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole  in  recent  years. 

Dr.  Rico  reported  that  the  Methodist  constituency  was  considerably 
larger  than  the  8,100  full  members,  including  5,000  preparatory  members 
and  15,000  children  enrolled  in  church  schools.  There  are  100  churches  and 
113  church  schools. 

Dr.  Rico  said  that  though  the  conference  could  be  pleased  with  the 


membership  growth,  it  was  below 
the  10  per  cent  increase  that  had 
been  hoped  for.  He  called  for  a  net 
gain  of  1,000  new  members  during 
1959  and  said  a  one-month  evange¬ 
listic  campaign  was  scheduled  for 
this  spring. 

Church  extension  occupied  an  im¬ 
portant  place  at  the  conference,  both 
in  actions  and  reports.  The  confer¬ 
ence  voted  to  accept  a  $1,000  General 
Advance  Special,  which  will  be  a 
new  rural  chapel  to  be  built  at  Palo 
Seco.  Each  church  in  Puerto  Rico 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  toward 
the  project. 

In  his  report,  Dr.  Rico  told  of  the 
dedication  in  1958  of  six  new  chap¬ 
els  and  churches,  including  an 
$80,000  new  church  in  a  San  Juan 
suburb.  Of  the  continued  urgency  of 
church  extension,  he  said: 

“New  housing  projects  are  under 
construction,  and  new  ones  are  to  be 
started.  Some  of  these  will  be  large. 
For  instance,  a  ‘Levittown’  will  be 
built  in  the  San  Juan  area  by  1960 
or  1961.  It  will  consist  of  11,000 
dwellings  plus  marketing,  school 
and  church  facilities.  It  will  be  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  giant  projects  already 
developed  by  the  Levitt  Corporation 
in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

“Each  new  housing  project  is  a 
challenge  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
It  is  a  new  opportunity  for  expan¬ 
sion.  It  is  a  new  responsibility  to 


follow  our  people  who  will  be  mov¬ 
ing  to  them.  This  is  the  day  for 
expansion.” 

Church-sponsored  daily  schools 
still  are  much  needed  in  Puerto  Rico 
because  of  the  lack  of  educational 
facilities  for  children,  Dr.  Rico  told 
the  conference.  The  government  is 
building  schools  rapidly,  but  most 
schools  have  double  sessions,  he  said. 
About  2,000  are  enrolled  in  Meth¬ 
odist  schools. 

“Whether  you  call  them  weekday 
church  schools  or  parochial  schools, 
the  important  thing  is  that  our 
schools  are  a  must.  They  should  be 
supported,  and  more  established,” 
Dr.  Rico  said.  “The  Methodist  Church 
must  help  the  poor  and  those  in  need 
of  education.  It  is  also  a  fact  that 
Methodist  schools  have  been  the  best 
means  of  relating  the  church  to  the 
home.  They  are  in  a  real  sense  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprises.” 

The  conference  accepted  the  re¬ 
port  of  a  special  committee  on  the 
relationship  of  the  noted  George  O. 
Robinson  School,  a  project  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  to  day  schools  and  nurseries 
sponsored  by  individual  churches. 
Under  the  conference  action,  stand¬ 
ards  will  be  set  for  opening  and  clos¬ 
ing  such  schools,  and  they  will  be 
identified  as  Methodist  schools  of 
local  churches.  Previously  such 


schools  had  had  no  public  denomina¬ 
tional  identification. 

A  new,  increased  salary  scale  was 
announced  for  full-time  ministers, 
under  which  no  full-time  pastor  will 
receive  less  than  $2,100  a  year. 

Dr.  Rico  noted  that  the  churches 
are  increasing  their  self-support.  For 
1959,  he  said,  they  will  pay  $50,00 
for  pastoral  support  and  $15,000  for 
all  benevolences. 

The  Division  of  National  Missions 
of  the  Board  of  Missions,  which 
shares  in  the  administration  of  Puer¬ 
to  Rican  Methodism,  last  year  gave 
$307,429  to  strengthen  the  work. 
That  included  $208,226  for  church 
extension  and  $92,203  for  pastors’ 
salaries  and  other  home  missions 
items. 

The  51  visitors  from  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Area  joined  hundreds  of  Meth¬ 
odists  at  a  youth  service,  in  which 
300  youths  responded  to  Bishop 
Corson’s  invitation  to  Christian  dis- 
ciplesship  and  seven  young  men  vol¬ 
unteered  for  the  ministry.  In  an¬ 
other  service,  Bishop  Corson  recog¬ 
nized  the  Rev.  P.  T.  Mendez,  a  re¬ 
tired  minister,  for  50  years  in  the 
ministry,  and  Dr.  Rico  for  25  years. 


10,190  Persons  Helped  Into 
New  Homes  Overseas 

A  total  of  10,190  persons  were 
helped  to  move  to  new  homes  over¬ 
seas  during  1958  by  the  Division  of 
Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to 
Refugees,  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  according  to  figures  just 
released  i  n  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

..The  largest  group  (3,788)  was  re¬ 
settled  in  Australia.  The  year’s 
largest  movement  was  from  Hong 
Kong  as  2,112  persons  were  reset¬ 
tled.  Other  large  movements  in¬ 
cluded  1,868  persons  from  Greece 
and  1,614  persons  from  Austria. 


Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  re¬ 
ceives  from  Dona  Felisa  Ricon  de  Gautier,  mayor  of  San 
Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  a  citation  naming  him  an  " adopted 
son  of  San  Juan."  He  received  the  honor  because  of  his 
contributions  to  Puerto  Rico  as  the  episcopal  leader  of 


Puerto  Rican  Methodism.  With  him  are  Bishop  Freder¬ 
ick  Buckley  Newell  (right  of  the  New  York  area  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Vernon  Middleton,  general  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  National  Missions.  They  received  keys 
to  the  city  of  San  Juan. 


Book  Of  Speeches 
From  Convocation 
Is  Now  Available 

God’s  Good  News  is  a  book  of  206 
pages  containing  the  32  addresses 
delivered  at  The  Methodist  Convo¬ 
cation  on  Local  Church  Evangelism 
in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Readers  are  thrilling  to  the  sincere 
witness  of  a  member  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  Cabinet,  a  United  States  Sen¬ 
ator,  a  taxi  driver,  the '“Teacher  of 
the  Year,”  and  many  others.  Here 
are  found  addresses  by  outstanding 
Bishops,  the  president  of  Ewha  Uni¬ 
versity,  leading  pastors,  a  great  Eng¬ 
lish  scientist,  and  men  and  women 
who  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  field  of  evangelism. 

Typical  of  the  spirit  which 
breathes  through  this  volume  is  this 
statement  from  the  address  of  Bish¬ 
op  W.  Angie  Smith:  “Humanity 
stands  in  need  and  is  ready  to  follow 
any  church  that  can  bring  a  message 
from  God  to  our  day.  It  matters  not 
whether  it  finds  its  inspiration  in  a 
beautiful  cathedral  or  in  a  humble 
meeting  house.  Evangelism  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  spirit  rather  than  organization. 
It  is  a  movement  more  than  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  an  institution.” 

Single  copy  is  $1.00;  six  copies  for 
$5.00.  Order  from:  METHODIST 
EVANGELISTIC  MATERIALS,  1908 
Grand  Ave.,  Nashville  5,  Tenn. 


New  Member  Of 
Staff  Joins  The 
Board  Of  Missions 

Norman  G.  Byar,  of  Media,  Pa., 
has  been  elected  as  an  executive 
staff  member  of  the  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
has  been  named  assistant  director  of 
the  Department  of  Architecture  of 
the  Division  of  National  Missions. 
He  will  work  in  the  division’s  of¬ 
fices  at  1701  Arch  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

In  the  new  job,  Mr.  Byar  will  give 
architectural  counsel  to  Methodist 
churches  throughout  the  United 
States  by  correspondence  and  per¬ 
sonal  visits,  will  inspect  building 
plans  submitted  by  churches  and 
will  prepare  literature  in  the  field 
of  church  architecture.  Since  1951, 
Mr.  Byar  has  been  with  the  Division 
of  National  Missions  as  an  employed 
architect. 

Mr.  Byar  was  born  in  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  his  early  years 
there  and  in  White  Plains,  N.  Y., 
where  he  attended  high  school.  He 
studied  four  years  at  Kansas  State 
College  at  Manhattan  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1951  with  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  architecture. 

Mr.  Byar  is  president  of  the  High 
Meadow  Civic  Association,  High 
Meadow,  Pa.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  of  Lima,  Pa.  Mrs. 
Byar  is  the  former  Miss  Corinne 
Taylor  of  Manhattan.  They  have  two 
sons,  Peter,  5  and  Alan  2. 
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Neivs  In  The 


World  Of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  pastor  of  the  Duke  Street 
Baptist  Church  in  London,  England, 
has  accepted  a  call  to  the  pulpit  of 
the  famous  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
West  57th  St.,  New  York  City.  He 
is  the  Rev.  Stephen  F.  Olford,  for 
many  years  an  associate  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Billy  Graham.  Mr.  Olford  played 
an  active  role  in  planning  the 
Graham  evangelistic  crusades  in 
London  in  1954  and  1955.  He  also 
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participated  in  the  evangelist’s  New 
York  campaign  in  1957.  A  former 
engineering  student,  Mr.  Olford 
studied  theology  at  St.  Luke’s  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  Missionary  Training 
Colony,  London. 


“Giant  population  shifts  have  left 
many  areas  of  America  virtually 
unchurched,”  says  the  Rev.  Scott  T. 
Ritenour,  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Church  Building  and  Arch¬ 
itecture,  National  Council  of 
Churches.  “Further,  if  the  popula¬ 
tion  increases  as  predicted,  by  1970 
there  will  be  between  202  and  219 
million  persons  living  in  the  United 
States.  The  great  crop  of  new  par¬ 
ents  with  youth  children  will  put 
a  great  strain  on  the  churches  to 
keep  up.  By  1962,  we  are  told,  there 
will  be  34  million  children  alone 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  thir¬ 
teen.”  Mr.  Ritenour  notes  that 
church  building  in  this  country  in 
1957  amounted  to  $868  million  and 
in  1958  reached  the  $863  million 
figure,  a  five  million  dollar  fall-off 
due  to  the  recession.  Now  the  U.S. 
Commerce  Department  predicts  that 
the  1959  figure  for  church  building 
will  touch  $950  million. 


The  presidents  of  the  two  largest 
Lutheran  communions  in  the  United 
States  have  jointly  petitioned  Pent¬ 
agon  officials  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
to  grant  religious  liberty  to  cadets 
at  West  Point  and  Colorado  Springs 
academies.  Dr.  F.  Eppling  Reinartz, 
president  of  the  National  Lutheran 
Council,  and  Dr.  John  W.  Behnken, 
president  of  the  Lutheran  Church — 
Missouri  Synod,  head  a  Lutheran 
delegation  which  recently  conferred 
with  Defense  Department  officials. 
They  asked  that  “each  Lutheran 
cadet  be  granted  his  constitutional 
right  to  attend  religious  services  of 
his  choice.”  The  present  regulation 
for  all  but  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Jewish  students  calls  for  compul¬ 
sory  cadet  attendance  at  the  schools’ 
chapels. 
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In  1959  the  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  100  young  adults  to  serve  as 
special-term  missionaries  at  home 
and  overseas.  Through  its  Office  of 
Missionary  Personnel  (150  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.Y.),  the  Board 
of  Missions,  Methodist  Church,  has 
issued  a  call  for  50  men  and  women 
to  serve  in  the  United  States,  Ha¬ 
waii  and  Puerto  Rico  for  two  or 
three  years;  for  25  young  women  to 
serve  overseas  for  three  years;  and 
for  25  young  men  to  serve  overseas 
for  three  years.  The  year  1959  is  the 
thirteenth  in  succession  that  special- 
term  missionaries  have  served  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  estimated 
that  well  over  750  persons  have 
served  in  this  capacity  at  home  and 
overseas.  The  qualifications  for  spe¬ 
cial-term  service  at  home  and  over¬ 
seas  are  the  same:  age  21-28;  college 
graduates;  unmarried  and  willing  to 
remain  so  during  the  period  of  serv¬ 
ice;  good  physical,  mental  and  emo¬ 
tional  health,  and  a  “meaningful 
Christian  faith  which  one  is  eager 
to  communicate.”  Opportunities  for 
service  in  the  United  States  include 
mission  schools,  community  centers, 
hospitals,  rural  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  programs  and  children’s  homes. 
Countries  where  special-termers  are 
needed  in  1959  are  Burma,  Malaya, 


Philippines,  Indonesia,  Sarawak 
(Borneo),  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile,  Cu¬ 
ba,  Panama,  Peru,  Uruguay,  Angola, 
Liberia,  Southern  Rhodesia,  Belgian 
Congo,  Algeria,  Mozambique,  South 
Africa,  Japan,  Korea,  Okinawa,  Hong 
Kong,  Taiwan,  Pakistan,  Argentina, 
Mexico. 
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Catalog  A66. 
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A  NEW  IDEA  for  a  Progran 

For  Your  Methodist  Men’s  Club 

A  Program  About  the 
Work  of  Your  Church 

Now  available  without  cost  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  The  Methodist  Publishing 
House  prepared  for  presentation  by 

•  a  group  of  speakers 

•  a  panel 

•  one  speaker 

In  addition  to  program  material,  souvenir  booklets 
telling  the  story  of  The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
will  be  provided  for  each  member  of  the  audience. 
Designed  especially  for  Methodist  Men’s  Clubs  but 
available  to  other  church  groups. 

Write  Personnel  and  Public  Relations 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville  3,  Tennessee 

Specify  number  of  program  scripts  and  booklets 
desired,  type  of  meeting  and  location.  Approved  by 
the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  in  the  June,  1956,  Meth¬ 
odist  Layman. 

. . FILL  IN  AND  MAIL  TODAY . ................. 

Ok  "Methodist  TuhRshing  Houses 

Personnel  and  Public  Relations 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville  3,  Tennessee 

Please  stnd  (free  and  postage  paid)  to 

Name  _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ 

o  program  for  the  Methodist  Men's  Club  or  _ _ 

Church  _ _ _ _ 

District - — -  Conference  _ _ 

-  Copies  of  Program  Script;  -  Copies  of  Booklet,  The  Story  of 

The  Method/st  Publishing  Hours 

-  No.  of  Club  Members. 

Approximate  Date  of  Program  _ _ _ 
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Pastor,  Educational  Leader,  Missionary,  Conference  T-ender 


Nicolas  E.  Joyner 


1871  - 1959 


DR.  NICOLAS  E.  JOYNER, 
who  for  almost  seventy 
years  had  served  his  church 
as  pastor,  missionary,  edu¬ 
cational  secretary,  presiding  elder, 
and  Minister  Emeritus,  passed  from 
this  life  on  January  25,  1959,  at  his 
home  in  Minden,  Louisiana.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Min¬ 
den  on  January  27,  with  Dr.  Geo. 
W.  Pomeroy,  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers, 
and  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  offici¬ 
ating.  Interment  was  in  the  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Memory  Cemetery  in  Min¬ 
den. 

Nicolas  E.  Joyner,  son  of  Calvin 
Greenleaf  Joyner  and  Martha  Ann 
Talley,  was  born  near  Pearl  River, 
Louisiana,  having  come  from  fami¬ 
lies  who  had  migrated  here  from 
South  Carolina. 

Shortly  after  he  had  finished  high 
school,  his  family  moved  to  New 
Orleans.  There  his  father  suffered 
an  injury  which  made  him  an  in¬ 
valid  for  several  years.  This  made 
it  necessary  for  the  son  to  seek  em¬ 
ployment  to  help  support  the  fam¬ 
ily.  He  worked  for  D.  H.  Holmes 
Department  Store  from  the  time  he 
was  twelve  until  he  was  eighteen. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  the  Cardonde- 
let  Street  Methodist  Church.  The 
W.  W.  Carro  family,  who  were 
members  of  this  church,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  him  and  helped  him  at¬ 
tend  Centenary  College  at  Jackson, 
Louisiana.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
college  chiefly  because  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  grade  he  made  on  the  mathe¬ 
matics  entrance  examination.  He 
was  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  in  his  class  in  1893. 

During  his  undergraduate  days 
Mr.  Joyner  was  also  an  athlete  of 
ability.  He  played  quarterback  on 
Centenary’s  first  football  team.  Un¬ 
til  his  last  illness,  he  showed  keen 
interest  in  sports.  The  daily  read¬ 
ing  of  the  sports  page  was  as  much 
a  part  of  his  life  as  the  daily  read- 
.ing  of  the  Greek  Testament. 

Upon  graduation  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  preach  at  Lake  Arthur  until 
Conference  and  then  at  Natchi¬ 
toches,  La.  On  the  following  Sep¬ 
tember,  with  the  permission  of  his 
Presiding  Elder,  and  the  financial 
assistance  of  the  Carres,  he  went  to 
Vanderbilt  University.  He  became 
proficient  in  both  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  languages  and  read  the 
Greek  Testament  throughout  his 


NICOLAS  E.  JOYNER 


life.  He  was  graduated  from  Van¬ 
derbilt  with  a  B.D.  degree  in  1896. 
While  in  Vanderbilt  he  roomed 
with  Henry  Beach  Carre.  After  his 
graduation,  the  Carre  family  of¬ 
fered  to  send  him  with  their  son  to 
Europe  for  futher  study.  This  gen¬ 
erous  offer  was  refused,  and  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment  as  pastor 
of  the  American  congregation  in 
Monterrey,  Mexico. 

After  serving  one  year  in  Mexico, 
he  returned  to  Louisiana  to  marry 
Miss  Sarah  Baker  Austin,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Professor  A.  R.  Hol¬ 
combe  of  Centenary  College,  and 
grandniece  of  Bishop  J.  C.  Keener. 

The  Joyners  went  back  to  Mexico 
where  they  had  many  interesting 
experiences.  He  took  numerous 
trips  into  the  mountains  by  mule 
back  and  stage  coach.  The  bandits 
were  such  a  threat  at  that  time 
that  anyone  traveling  by  stage  had 
to  sign  a  statement  releasing  the 
company  from  any  responsibility 
before  making  a  trip. 

In  1903  the  Joyners  again  came 
back  to  Louisiana  where  they 
served  first  at  Lake  Charles  and 
then  at  several  other  appointments. 
During  this  time  he  introduced  a 
resolution  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  giving  women  equal 
rights  with  men  in  lay  representa¬ 
tion  in  all  of  the  conferences  and  on 
all  of  the  boards  of  the  church.  He 


led  the  debate  for  this  measure  and 
had  an  important  part  in  its  even¬ 
tual  passage. 

He  went  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Ecumenical  Missionary  Conference 
in  Edinburgh  in  1910.  In  that  year, 
he  was  asked  by  the  Woman’s  Board 
of  Missions  to  establish  an  institu¬ 
tional  church  in  New  Orleans.  Af¬ 
ter  studying  similar  institutions  in 
the  East  and  in  Edinburgh,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  London,  England,  he  es¬ 
tablished  St.  Mark’s  Hall  in  New 
Orleans  in  1911.  While  there  he 
orga*ized  the  first  Boy  Scout  troop 
in  Louisiana. 

Following  this  appointment,  Mr. 
Joyner  served  for  a  period  as  Exec¬ 
utive  Secretary  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Education.  Several  times 
during  his  active  career,  he  was  of¬ 
fered  the  presidency  of  the  Church 
colleges — Mansfield  Female  College 
and  Centenary  College.  Each  time, 
however,  he  declined,  feeling  that 
his  field  of  service  lay  elsewhere. 
He  was  given  the  Doctor  of  Divinity 
Degree  from  Centenary  College  in 
1926. 

In  1913,  he  returned  to  Monterrey 
at  the  request  of  the  Mission  Board 
to  head  Laurens  Institute.  During 
that  time  Mexico  was  undergoing 
a  revolution  and  he  had  a  number 
of  narrow  escapes  with  his  life. 

In  1916,  he  returned  to  Louisiana 
and  served  as  Presiding  Elder,  as 
Conference  Secretary  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Centenary,  and  as  Pastor  of 
various  churches  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1943.  Since  1943,  he  has 
lived  in  Minden  and  served  as  Pas¬ 
tor  Emeritus  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church. 

Until  the  time  of  his  last  illness, 
Dr.  Joyner  has  continued  an  active 
life  of  visitation.  He  was  the  be¬ 
loved  elder  statesman  of  his  church, 
a  friend  of  every  pastor,  and  an  ad¬ 
viser  and  friend  to  the  many  people 
who  looked  to  him  for  spiritual 
counsel  and  help.  One  of  his  state¬ 
ments  that  is  remembered  by  many 
who  loved  him  was  this:  “Live  as 
long  as  you  can,  but  remember  that 
Heaven  must  be  a  better  place.” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters:  Calvin 
Joyner,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Dr.  Aus¬ 
tin  Joyner  of  New  York;  Miss  Anna 
Keener  Joyner  of  Minden;  Mrs.  L. 
P.  Dixon  of  Belcher;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Harp 
of  Marshall,  Texas;  Miss  Elvina 
Carre  Joyner  of  Minden. 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


of  a  great  school.  Several  hundred 
prizes  were  displayed,  representing 
high  achievement  in  seven  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  athletics.  The  young 
men  and  women  had  shared  vigor¬ 
ously  in  the  contest  activities  of  the 
school  and  had  achieved  marked 
success.  The  trophies  aptly  repre¬ 
sented  the  particular  event  for 
which  they  were  given.  On  many 
of  them,  possibly  all,  the  names  of 
the  individual  contestants  were 
written.  Also  the  records  which 
they  made  were  recorded.  Thus 
the  individual  who  bore  the  burden 
of  the  contest  within  the  pattern  of 
the  school  activities  was  recognized 
and  honored.  It  is  the  story  of  in¬ 
dividual  performance  within  group 
action. 

We  are  a  contest  minded  and 
prize  conscious  people.  Witness  the 
TV  shows  and  commercial  promo¬ 
tions  through  the  prize  channel,  in 
addition  to  athletics,  both  profes¬ 
sional  and  amateur. 

We  are  also  a  religious  minded 
people  and  have  a  moral  conscious¬ 
ness.  And  the  contest  and  prize 
idea  enters  into  this  too.  The  fac¬ 
tors  of  interest  and  success  in  this 
area  of  life  are  strikingly  similar 
to  those  of  an  athletic  contest.  St. 
Paul  recognized  that,  though  he 
probably  could  not  have  run  a 
hundred  yards  in  twenty  minutes. 
That  is  if  his  physical  makeup  was 
what  tradition  credits  him  with. 
But  he  saw  that  religion  was  basic¬ 
ally  a  matter  of  individual  perform¬ 
ance.  And  a  part  of  that  perform¬ 
ance  was  discipline  and  cooperation. 
The  success  of  the  group  depended 
on  that.  And  he  also  saw  that  the 
prospect  of  winning  a  prize  had 
great  motivating  power.  So  he  re¬ 
minded  the  young  Christians  of  his 
day  that  they  were  out  for  a  prize, 
and  to  win  it  they  must  turn  in  a 
prize  winning  performance.  And 
the  prize  is  a  very  significant  one. 
“They  (the  athletes)  do  it  to  obtain 
a  corruptible  crown;  but  we  are  in¬ 
corruptible.” 


CONFERENCE  WOMAN’S 
SOCIETY  DRAWS  LARGE 
ATTENDANCE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
tions,  presented  a  group  of  Wesley 
Players  from  L.S.U.  in  a  playlet, 
“To  Speak  and  Act  Boldly,”  with 
Bob  Parrott,  narrator;  Sue  McLen¬ 
don,  organist;  Barbara  Moreman; 
Omerine  Butts,  Eleanor  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Bob  Parrott,  and  Frances  Nix¬ 
on. 

Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  was  host 
pastor,  and  Mrs.  James  Neathery  is 
the  president  of  the  host  society. 
Holy  Communion  was  administered 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  Thursday 
evening  session  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole, 
Baton  Rouge  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  James  Ailor,  Rev.  Ruel  Allen 
and  Rev.  William  Irving,  all  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  conference  voted  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  to  hold 
the  1960  meeting  there. 
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Groundbreaking  for  the  new  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  held  Sunday,  March  15.  The  new  structure  is  expected  to  cost  fl, 100/100 
and  will  be  located  on  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Jefferson  Highway.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  largest  building  program  ever  undertaken  in  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area.  Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Chairman  and  Co-chairman  of  Centenary 
Development  Fund  Are  Announced 


Bishop  Concludes  Lectures 


Chairman  and  co-chairman  of  the 
Advance  Gifts  division  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Development  Fund 
were  announced  today  by  R.  F. 
Scott,  general  drive  chairman. 

They  are  Charlton  H.  Lyons,  Sr., 
prominent  independent  oil  man,  and 
Howard  R.  Crumley,  owner  of  the 
automobile  agency  bearing  his  name. 

The  Advance  Gifts  division  will 
be  responsible  for  contacting  ap¬ 
proximately  200  firms  and  families 
in  the  forth-coming  campaign  for 
$1,700,000  to  provide  for  the  “im¬ 
mediate  needs”  of  the  college.  This 
is  the  initial  phase  in  a  new  10-Year 
Master  Plan  of  Development  for 
Centenary  which  was  announced 
last  week  and  endorsed  by  a  special 
citizens  committee.  The  funds  in  the 
1959  campaign  are  to  be  used  to 
erect  a  $640,000  library,  a  $450,000 
school  of  music,  $150,000  in  addi¬ 
tional  dormitories,  a  $200,000  Re¬ 
ligious  Activities  Building  and  to  re¬ 
tire  $260,000  of  short-term  debts. 

Assisting  the  Advance  Gifts  co- 
chairmen  are  the  following  vice 
chairmen:  W.  Russell  Barrow,  Mar¬ 
lin  W.  Drake,  Sr.,  P.  A.  Turner  and 
Henry  S.  Weisman.  Each  of  these 
men  will  be  in  charge  of  a  6-man 
team  who  will  be  responsible  for 
visiting  prospects  on  behalf  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  Development  Fund  Pro¬ 
gram. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyons  and  their  two 
sons,  C.  H.  Lyons,  Jr.  and  Hall  M. 


Lyons,  have  long  been  friends  and 
ardent  supporters  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  The  Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse, 
which  was  opened  in  1957,  was  a 
gift  from  the  family.  It  has  received 
nationwide  acclaim  as  being  one  of 
the  most  modem,  best  equipped 
campus  theaters  in  America. 

Crumley  is  presently  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Centenary’s  Board  of  Trustees.  He 
is  a  past  president  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has 
been  an  officer  and  board  member 
of  many  organizations  including  the 
Community  Chest  and  United  Fund, 
Red  Cross,  Goodwill  Industries, 
Kiwanis  Club  and  the  industrial  di¬ 
vision  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  March  19-March  28  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


March  19  .  II  Corinthians  •:  11-Ttl 

March  20  .  II  Corinthians  7:2-16 

March  21  .  II  Corinthians  8:1-15 

March  22  . •  II  Corinthians  8:16-24 

March  23  .  II  Corinthians  6:1-16 

March  24  .  II  Corinthians  10:1-6 

March  25  .  II  Corinthians  10:7-18 

March  26  .  II  Corinthians  11:1-15 

March  27  .  II  Corinthians  11:16-29 

March  28  .  II  Corinthians  11:30-12:12 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
area  of  the  Methodist  church,  de¬ 
livered  a  series  of  three  addresses 
on  the  annual  Willson  Lecture  Series 
last  week  at  Centenary  College. 

The  Willson  Lectures,  which  an¬ 
nually  bring  to  the  Shreveport 
campus  an  outstanding  speaker  in 
the  field  of  religion  or  education, 
are  made  possible  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Will- 
son  of  Floydada,  Tex.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Willson  have  established  similar 
lecture  series  at  a  number  of  col¬ 
leges  in  the  South. 

The  bishop  opened  the  series 
Tuesday  morning  with  an  address 
on  the  topic,  “The  Challenge  of 
Courage.”  He  was  introduced  by 
Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary.  The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
vice  president  of  Centenary  and 
general  chairman  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  committee,  made  the  intro¬ 
ductory  remarks  and  explained  that 
the  purpose  of  the  lecture  series  is 
to  enrich  both  the  spiritual  and  in¬ 
tellectual  lives  of  students. 

In  his  initial  address,  the  bishop 
urged  students  to  withstand  “the 
herd  mind  and  herd  opinion”  and 
said  the  world  today  “desperately 
needs  persons  who  put  principle 
above  expediency.”  The  supreme 


examples  of  those  who  demonstrated 
personal  courage,  he  noted,  always 
are  found  in  times  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty. 

“Jesus  had  the  courage  to  incur 
the  wrath  of  the  leaders  of  His  day 
by  espousing  a  gospel  which  ran 
counter  to  the  social  customs  and 
beliefs  of  that  age,”  Bishop  Martin 
asserted.  “Our  obligation  today,  and 
also  our  opportunity,  is  to  lose  our¬ 
selves  in  some  great  cause,  some¬ 
thing  greater  than  ourselves.” 

In  his  second  address,  entitled, 
“From  Sentiment  to  Life,”  the 
bishop  related  the  story  of  the  five 
missionaries  who  gave  their  lives 
in  an  effort  to  bring  Christianity  to 
one  of  the  most  savage  Indian  tribes 
in  Ecuador.  Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy, 
acting  head  of  the  Bible  department, 
presided  at  the  Wednesday  morning 
program. 

“These  missionaries  demonstrated 
the  type  of  living  faith  that  brings 
power  into  a  man’s  life,”  the  bishop 
said.  “Their  faith  was  not  achieved 
by  way  of  argument.” 

In  his  concluding  address  on 
Thursday,  the  bishop  discussed  the 
topic,  “Everybody  Is  Something.” 
Introduced  by  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper, 
district  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  district  of  the  Methodist 
church,  the  bishop  built  his  address 
around  the  contention  of  St.  Au¬ 
gustine:  “Dig  deep  enough  in  any 
man  and  you  will  find  something 
divine.” 


Pictured  above,  are  two  of  the  40  young  people  in  the  Ruston  District 
who  attended  a  District  Career  Clinic  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Homer  on  Saturday,  March  7.  They  are,  L  to  R,  Nell  Perryman  of  the  Brush¬ 
wood  and  Marvin  Davis  of  Chatam.  Nell  is  president  of  the  Antioch  Pace¬ 
setters  Sub-district  and  Marvin  is  vice-president  of  the  Martin  Sub-District. 
Related  story  is  found  on  page  9. 


“Must  Be  Good 
Listener  To  Talk 
With  Individual 99 

Tahlequah,  Okla.  (MI)  —  Forty- 
five  Methodist  temperance  leaders 
from  across  the  country  were  told 
here  that  the  major  barrier  to  inter¬ 
personal  communication  “is  our  nat¬ 
ural  tendency  to  judge,  to  evaluate, 
tc  approve  or  disapprove  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  individual.” 

Dr.  Mary  Beauchamp,  lecturer  in 
education  at  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Berkeley,  told  the  temper¬ 
ance  workers  that  they  must  learn 
to  be  good  listeners — to  fully  under¬ 
stand  the  statement  of  the  individual 
— to  be  able  to  communicate  with 
him. 

The  group  was  attending  a  Com¬ 
munications  Seminar,  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Temperance 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  at  Camp 
Egan  near  here.  The  sessions  were 
attended  by  district  and  conference 
temperance  leaders  Feb.  24-27. 

The  seminar  considered  four  areas 
of  communication:  person  to  person 
led  by  Dr.  Beauchamp;  group  com¬ 
munication  led  by  Dr.  Robert  Clem¬ 
mons,  director  of  the  adult  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  com¬ 
munication  through  preaching  with 
Dr.  Ronald  Sleeth,  professor  of 
preaching  at  the  divinity  school, 
Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  as  leader;  and  mass  com¬ 
munication  led  by  Nelson  Price,  di¬ 
rector  of  public  relations  of  the 
Rock  River  Conference,  Chicago, 
Ill. 

TRAFCO  Crash 
Victims  'Honored 
At  Annual  Meet 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  three 
staff  members  of  the  Methodist 
Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  who  were  killed  in  a  recent 
plane  crash  were  called  “pioneers 
in  communicating  the  gospel  to  the 
multitudes  through  modern  mass 
media”  in  a  memorial  service  here 
March  6. 

The  three  Methodist  ministers 
died  February  4  when  the  plane 
they  were  riding  plunged  into  the 
East  River  at  New  York  City.  They 
were  Royer  H.  Woodburn,  William 
A.  Meadows,  and  W.  Carlisle  Wal¬ 
ton,  all  of  Nashville. 

Bishop  Tippett,  president  of  the 
commission,  spoke  at  the  memorial 
service  at  the  Upper  Room  Chapel. 
It  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
commission’s  annual  meeting,  which 
was  at  the  Methodist  Publishing 
’  House  here. 

The  entire  annual  meeting  was 
overshadowed  by  the  tragedy  as 
reference  after  reference  was  made 
to  the  work  of  the  men.  Their  loss 
was  called  a  “grievous  blow”  to  the 
commission  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry 
C.  Spencer,  Nashville,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  commission,  which  is 
known  as  TRAFCO. 

Dr.  Spencer  reported  that  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Children’s  Television 
Endowment  Fund,  established  in 
memory  of  the  three  staff  members, 
have  now  reached  more  than  $6,000. 

In  discussing  the  financial  needs 
of  the  Methodist  Television  Minis¬ 
try,  Dr.  Spencer  said,  “It  is  time 
that  we  Methodists  really  awaken 
to  the  realization  that  nothing  less 
than  $1,000,000  annually  will  supply 
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(RNS)—THE  CRUCIFIXION.  " And  it  was  the  third  hour  when  they 
crucified  Him."  (Mark  15:  25  RSV)  (From  a  has  relief  by  the  Italian  Renais¬ 
sance  sculptor,  Donatello)  (RNS  photo) 

TRAFCO  Elects  New  Director  of  Field 
Service  and  Promotion  at  March  6  Meet 


NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — Nelson  Price,  Chicago,  public  relations 
director  for  the  Rock  River  Methodist  Conference,  has  been  elected  director 
of  field  service  and  promotion  for  the  Methodist  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission. 

The  commission,  known  as  TRAFCO,  is  reorganizing  its  staff  after  the 
deaths  in  a  plane  crash  February  4  of  three  of  its  staff  members.  Mr.  Price  s 
new  position  is  a  part  of  this  reorganization. 

The  new  staff  member  was  elected  at  TRAFCO’s  annual  meeting  here 
March  6.  He  will  take  the  new  position  about  April  15. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer,  Nashville,  TRAFCO  general  secretary, 
announced  that  Mr.  Price  will  have  under  his  supervision  the  following: 
development  of  radio  and  TV  workshops  for  Methodist  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men,  organization  of  local  production  committees  for  broadcasung  the  “Talk 
- ’ - - -  Back”  TV  series,  contacts  with  an¬ 
nual  conference  TRAFCO’s,  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  Television  Ministry  Fund 
and  the  Children’s  Television  Min¬ 
istry,  general  publ;o  relations  for 
TRAFCO,  and  radio  and  television 
coverage  of  national  Methodist 
meetings. 

Mr.  Price  has  been  Rock  River 
Conference  public  relations  director 
the  last  two  years.  As  such,  he  has 
headed  public  relations  for  The 
Methodist  Church  and  its  institu¬ 
tions  in  Chicago  and  northern  Illi¬ 
nois. 

Before  going  to  Chicago,  Mr.  Price 
was  for  four  and  a  half  years  public 
relations  director  for  the  Indiana 
Area  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
While  in  that  position,  he  served  as 
executive  secretary  of  the  Indiana 
Methodist  Television  Commission. 
He  has  had  other  experience  in  ra¬ 
dio  and  TV  and  was  at  one  time  di¬ 
rector  of  publicity  at  Morningside 
College,  Sious  City,  la.  He  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Morningside. 

He  is  married  and  the  father  of 
an  infant  daughter. 


History  of  A.F. 
Chaplaincy  To  Be 
Written  by  Meth. 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — A  Meth¬ 
odist  chaplain,  Major  Dan  Jorgen¬ 
sen,  has  been  assigned  to  write  an 
extensive  history  of  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  chaplaincy. 

He  is  stationed  at  nearby  Fort 
Myer,  Arlington,  Va.,  while  doing 
the  necessary  research.  The  writing 
and  editing  project  is  expected  to 
require  two  years. 

A  member  of  the  Detroit  Confer¬ 
ence,  Chaplain  Jorgensen  served  in 
World  War  II,  and  was  recalled  in 
1952  for  overseas  duty  during  the 
Korean  War.  Later,  he  served  in 
Japan. 

Prior  to  his  new  assignment  he 
was  stationed  at  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

the  need.” 

Methodists  last  fiscal  year  con¬ 
tributed  $198,600  to  the  TV  ministry. 


Faculty  Members 
Appointed  To  New 
Methodist  Seminary 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI)  —  An¬ 
nouncement  of  the  appointment  of 
two  faculty  members  of  the  new 
National  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  here  was  made  March  4 
by  President-elect  Don  W.  Holter. 

Dr.  Holter  announced  that  Dr. 
Lindsey  Price  Pherigo,  dean  of 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
had  been  named  professor  of  New 
Testament  and  Early  History  of 
Christianity  and  that  Dr.  E.  Dale 
Dunlap,  dean  Southwestern  College, 
Winfield,  Kansas,  had  been  named 
associate  professor  of  theology. 

Both  men  will  join  the  faculty  of 
the  National  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  this  summer  and  will  be¬ 
gin  teaching  when  classes  open  at 
the  Kansas  City  school  this  Sep¬ 
tember. 

The  National  Methodist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  is  one  of  two  new  the¬ 
ological  schools  authorized  by  the 
denomination’s  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  as  part  of  an  expansion  pro¬ 
gram  to  recruit  and  train  more  min¬ 
isters.  The  Methodist  Church  has  10 
other  graduate  schools  of  theology 
in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Pherigo 

Dr.  Pherigo  has  been  on  the  fac¬ 
ulty  at  Scarritt  College  since  1951. 
He  was  professor  of  literature  and 
history  of  the  Bible  for  four  years 
and  was  Clara  Perry  professor  of 
Christian  life  and  thought  since 
1955.  He  has  been  academic  dean  at 
Scarritt  for  the  past  year.  He  was 
an  instructor  in  Bible  and  religion 
at  Syracuse  (N.Y.)  University  from 
1949  to  1951.  He  was  a  resident  fel¬ 
low  in  church  history  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology  from 
1947  to  1949. 

He  was  born  in  Miami,  Florida, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  church’s 
Florida  Conference.  He  is  married 
and  has  three  children. 

Methodist  Chaplain 
Praised  by  Chief 
Of  A.F.  Chaplains 

Washington,  D.  C.  (Ml) — A  Meth¬ 
odist  chaplain,  Col.  Charles  I.  Car¬ 
penter,  has  been  called  “the  great¬ 
est  chaplain  we  have  ever  had”  by 
the  Chief  of  Air  Force  Chaplains, 
Maj.  Gen.  Terence  P.  Finnegan,  a 
Roman  Catholic. 

He  paid  the  following  tribute  here 
at  the  annual  staff  conference  of 
air  force  chaplains: 

“The  Chaplaincy  that  we  have 
today  in  great  measure  is  due  to  the 
success  of  one  individual  .  .  .  the 
end  result  in  great  part  of  the  un¬ 
tiring  efforts,  the  aggressive,  vivid 
imagination  of  one  man  who  showed 
tremendous  leadership  ...  I  want  to 
publicly  at  this  moment  for  all  the 
Chaplains  of  the  Air  Force  to  pay 
tribute  to  our  former  Chief — in  my 
eyes  the  greatest  Chaplain  that  we 
have  ever  had — Chaplain  Charles  I- 
Carpenter.” 

Chaplain  Carpenter,  Chief  of  Air 
Force  Chaplains  from  1948  to  1958, 
is  now  Protestant  Cadet  Chaplain 
at  the  Air  Force  Academy,  Colora¬ 
do  Springs,  Colo.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church’s  Peninsula 
Conference. 
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Protestant  Editors 
To  Weigh  Todays 
Religious  Tensions 

Area’s  Publications  To  Be 
Represented  At  National  Meet 

New  York  (RNS) — Three  leading 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Jewish  laymen  will  interpret  ‘“Cur¬ 
rent  Religious  Tensions  in  American 
Life”  as  a  feature  of  the  40th  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  Associated  Church 
Press  here  April  1-3. 

They  are  Kenneth  W.  Thompson, 
associate  director  for  social  sciences, 
Rockefeller  Foundation;  John  Cog- 
ley,  columnist  for  The  Common¬ 
wealth,  weekly  edited  and  published 
by  Catholic  laymen;  and  Arthur 
Cohen,  publisher  of  Meridian  Books 
and  writer  on  Jewish  affairs. 

Another  highlight  of  the  gather¬ 
ing  will  be  an  address  on  “Church 
Unity  and  the  Vatican”  by  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Carson  Blake  of  Philadelphia, 
stated  clerk  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Founded  in  1916,  the  ACP  repre¬ 
sents  158  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
publications  in  this  country  and 
Canada  with  a  circulation  of  about 
14,000,000.  President  is  Peter  Day, 
editor  of  The  Living  Church.  ACP 
members  include  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  and  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist. 

Editors  attending  sessions  will 
visit  the  United  Nations  here  where 
they  will  be  addressed  by  UN  Pres¬ 
ident  Charles  Malik,  Secretary  Gen¬ 
eral  Dag  Hammerskjold  and  other 
leaders  of  the  international  organi¬ 
zation. 

/  At  another  session  of  the  meeting, 
the  editors  will  hear  a  talk  by  Prof. 
Thomas  F.  Driver  of  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  on  “Religious 
Plays  and  their  Function  in  the 
Churches.”  Dr.  Driver  is  assistant 
professor  of  Practical  Theology  and 
drama  critic  for  The  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury,  undenominational  weekly. 

After  his  speech  there  will  be  a 
dramatic  presentation  of  “The  Way 
of  the  Cross”  by  Henri  Oheon. 

Among  other  speakers  is  Tom 
Whitney,  president  of  the  Overseas 
Press  Club  and  former  AP  corre¬ 
spondent  in  Russia,  whose  topic  will 
be  “Russia:  Fact  or  Fiction?” 


Methodist  Bishop  Inspects 
Church  Work  In  Formosa 

Taipei,  Formosa  (RNS) — Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  arrived 
here  to  inspect  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Formosa.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Smith. 

Bishop  Smith  is  chairman  of  the 
U.  S.  Commission  on  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church  out¬ 
side  America  and  chairman  of  a 
special  committee  of  eight  Ameri¬ 
can  bishops  promoting  Soochow 
University  here. 

Another  American  Methodist 
leader,  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  also  is  here  on  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  visit.  Bishop  Moore 
was  appointed  to  administer  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Formosa  suc¬ 
ceeding  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward  who 
died  recently  in  Hong  Kong. 


Dr.  Sockman 


Says  Spiritual 
Decline  Coming 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  The 
boom  in  mass  evangelism  and  pop¬ 
ularized  religion  of  the  past  decade 
“seems  to  be  waning,”  Dr.  Ralph 
W.  Sockman  of  New  York,  Meth¬ 
odist  leader,  said  here. 

Addressing  a  banquet  commemo¬ 
rating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Church  Federation  of  Los  Angeles, 
he  predicted  that  a  “spiritual  re¬ 
cession”  was  in  the  making. 

“We  must  find  some  deeper  ex¬ 
perience  and  expressions  of  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  to  call  us  back  to  the  es¬ 
sentials  of  religion,”  he  told  1,500 
persons  at  the  banquet. 

“Perhaps  the  Protestant  and  Rom¬ 
an  Catholic  Churches  need  another 
St.  Francis  of  Assissi  to  bring  them 
back  to  Christ  and  a  realization  of 
true  spiritual  values,”  he  said. 

The  nationally  known  radio 
speaker,  who  is  pastor  of  Christ 
church  in  New  York,  called  on  min¬ 
isters  and  congregations  to  launch 
“a  veritable  crusade  of  self-disci¬ 
pline.” 

“There  are  signs  that  we  might 
just  wallow  in  pleasure,  although  I 
don’t  think  we  will  approach  the 
jazz  age,”  he  said.  “The  Church  is 
still  the  greatest  force  for  peace  in 
this  frightened  world,  and  it  is  up 
to  church  leaders  to  keep  it  there.” 

He  urged  an  end  to  “division  and 
fighting”  among  various  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  that  churchmen  “bring 
the  church  back  to  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Sockman  said  that  “we  must 
find  some  deeper  experience  and 
expressions  of  Christian  faith,  or  we 
will  suffer  a  spiritual  recession.” 


party  members  in  the  Gorky  region 
along  the  Volga  River  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  display  religious  icons  in 
their  homes.” 

These  people,  it  said,  “even  have 
church  weddings  and  celebrate  re¬ 
ligious  festivals.” 

Agitator  said  that  when  these 
people  are  reprimanded,  they  an¬ 
swer  by  referring  to  guarantees  of 
religious  freedom  in  the  Soviet  con¬ 
stitution. 

However,  it  cautioned  them  that 
they  “must  not  confuse  such  guar¬ 
antees  with  Party  obligations  con¬ 
cerning  religious  beliefs.” 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.  (RNS) —  TELEVANGELISM — NEW  AUDIO-VISUAL 
TECHNIQUE.  " Televangelism  7959"  has  been  launched  to  bring  the  Chris¬ 
tian  message  to  " unchurched "  homes  throughout  the  country.  The  half- 
hour  weekly  drama  shows  how  the  "way  of  Christ"  can  help  people  meet 
the  problems  of  everyday  living.  Callers  from  local  Baptist  churches  visit 
the  homes  of  viewers  who  have  written  the  TV  station  after  watching  the 
program.  These  visitors  distribute  booklets  and  lead  discussion  group  after 
the  TV  presentation,  as  shown  in  photo.  The  television  series  is  appearing 
on  key  stations  across  the  country  in  connection  with  the  Baptist  Jubilee 
Advance  (1959-64),  and  was  produced  under  the  auspices  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Radio  and  Television  Commission  here.  (RNS  photo) 


Churches  Told 
To  Stress 
Youth  Programs 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (RNS)  — 
Churches  are  spending  too  much 
money  on  “elaborate  kitchens  and 
parlors”  and  not  enough  on  facili¬ 
ties  and  programs  for  children,  a 
top  Methodist  evangelism  expert 
warned  here. 

“More  emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  those  with  colic,  not  rheuma¬ 
tism,”  declared  Dr.  Harry  Denman 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  The  Methodist  Church’s 
board  of  evangelism. 

He  addressed  500  delegates  to  a 
district  meeting  here  of  Methodist 
Men,  the  denomination’s  official 
laymen’s  organization. 

“If  you  want  your  church  to  live,” 
he  said,  “you’d  better  cultivate  chil¬ 
dren,  teen-agers  and  young  adults. 
If  we  don’t  there  won’t  be  anyone 
around  to  serve  as  pallbearers  for 
us.” 

Noting  that  the  crime  rate  “is 
climbing  so  fast  among  young  peo¬ 
ple  that  the  cost  is  now  intolerable,” 
Dr.  Denman  urged  churches  to  be 


Jericho,  Jordan  (RNS)  — 
WALLS  OF  JERICHO  STILL 
STAND.  Backed  by  crags 
of  the  Judean  wilderness, 
some  of  the  walls  of  ancient 
Jericho  still  stand,  as  shown 
in  this  excavation  scene. 
Around  this  six-acre  site 
Joshua  led  the  marching  Is¬ 
raelites,  at  whose  " great 
shout"  the  wall  fell  flat 
(Joshua  6:3-21).  In  the 
background  is  the  Mount  of 
Temptation,  setting  for  the 
story  of  Christ's  temptation 
by  Satan  during  a  period  of 
40  days.  (Matt.  4:1-11). 

(RNS  photo) 


Soviet  Organs  Scorn 
Religious  Practice 

Moscow  (RNS) — An  official  Sovi¬ 
et  publication  issued  a  stern  warn¬ 
ing  here  that  membership  in  the 
Communist  Party  is  incompatible 
with  the  practice  of  religion. 

Agitator,  bi-weekly  organ  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Commun¬ 
ist  Party  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  addressed 
its  warning  especially  to  “some 


“concerned  about  it  for  reasons  oth¬ 
er  than  the  dent  crime  makes  in  our 
pocketbook.” 

The  guilt,  he  said,  must  be  placed 
on  parents  who  do  not  set  a  good 
example  or  bring  their  children  up 
in  a  church.  “It’s  an  insult  if  a  min¬ 
ister  has  to  ask  you  to  get  your 
child  to  church  or  Sunday  school,” 
he  added. 
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The  Cross  At  The  End  Of  The  Road 

AS  Jesus  entered  Jerusalem  for  the  last  time  astride  a  donkey, 
He  was  hailed  by  many  Jews  who  saw  in  Him  the  long 
awaited  Messiah  come  to  deliver  them.  This  was  the  ful¬ 
fillment  for  them  of  generations  of  expectation.  As  a  gesture  of 
their  great  anticipation,  palm  branches  were  placed  on  the  road¬ 
way,  and  their  voices  were  raised  in  shouts  of  “Hosanna,  blessed  be 
the  Lord;  peace  in  heaven  and  glory  in  the  highest.”  Jesus  was 
being  followed  by  the  faithful  few  and  others  from  nearby  com¬ 
munities  who  had  joined  the  procession.  In  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  many,  the  occasion  sounded  a  triumphant  note. 

Jesus  was  perhaps  the  only  one  in  the  processional  that  knew 
that  at  the  end  of  the  road  a  cross  awaited  Him.  What  a  contrast 
between  the  passing  fancy  of  the  crowd  and  Jesus’  knowledge  of 
the  cross  at  the  road’s  end.  Where  many  fancied  an  earthly  throne 
of  splendor,  might  and  wealth,  Jesus  knew  that  the  cross  at  the 
end  of  the  road  would  become  the  means  to  a  better  life,  even  than 
that  anticipated  by  so  many  who  waved  the  palm  branches.  The 
throne  which  He  sought  was  in  the  lives,  the  hearts  and  living,  of 
those  who  had  never  caught  the  real  vision  of  the  Kingdom  to 
which  His  ministry  had  been  committed. 

Each  age  has  those  who  would  pervert  the  Christian  faith  to 
serve  ends  not  in  keeping  with  the  interests  of  Christ’s  Kingdom. 
They  shout  their  Hosannas  and  claim  the  blessings  of  the  Faith, 
with  little  understanding  of  the  real  meaning  of  Christianity.  The 
blessing  of  Christ  and  His  Church  is  sought  to  further  their  own 
ends.  A  cross  is  the  furtherest  thing  from  their  minds.  The  reali¬ 
zation  of  their  own  interests  continues  uppermost  even  while  pro¬ 
claiming  Hosanna.  When  the  excitement  has  passed,  they  turn  in 
other  directions  seeking  someone  else  to  champion  their  cause. 

The  true  Christian,  we  believe,  must  never  forget  that  at  the 
end  of  the  road  there  may  be  a  Cross  for  him,  even  as  there  was 
for  Jesus.  To  forget  this  is  to  depart  from  the  faith.  Indeed,  Jesus 
earlier  than  the  first  Palm  Sunday  talks  about  His  followers  taking 
up  crosses  daily  and  following  Him.  Palm  Sunday,  1959,  should 
remind  each  one  of  us  that  as  Christians  our  future  should  be  wher¬ 
ever  and  to  whatever  our  God  shall  lead  us,  with  the  confident 
expectation  that  in  any  event  with  Him  there  is  eventual  triumph, 
even  as  there  was  for  Jesus.  Beyond  the  cross  at  the  end  of  the 
road  there  is  always  Easter  in  its  full  glory  and  power. 

Social  Security  Deadline ,  April  15 

UNCLE  SAM  continues  to  be  lenient  with  members  of  the 
clergy  who  wish  to  be  covered  by  Social  Security,  but  the 
extra  time  of  grace  for  electing  to  be  covered  by  provisions 
of  the  U.  S.  Social  Security  program  is  fast  running  out.  In  fact, 
April  15  of  this  year  is  the  deadline. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  is  an  article  prepared  exclusively  for 
the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist  by  Social 
Security  officials  in  Little  Rock  who  are  anxious  that  every  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  who  desires  to  do  so  will  be  covered  by  provisions 
of  this  coverage.  Ministers  are  classified  as  self-employed  persons 
by  Social  Security  legislation.  Local  churches  are  in  no  way  in¬ 
volved  with  their  pastors  in  this  coverage.  But  to  be  covered,  each 
minister  must  elect  to  do  so,  and  file  a  report  by  April  15  or  forfeit 
always  his  right  to  participate  in  the  program. 

The  original  deadline  for  electing  to  be  covered  by  Social  Se¬ 
curity  for  ministers  was  April  15,  1957  when  reporting  income  tax 
for  the  year  1956.  Later  legislation  extended  this  deadline  to  the 
due  date  for  reporting  income  tax  returns  for  the  second  taxable 
year  after  1956,  which  is  April  15,  1959.  Only  new  ministers  may 
qualify  for  coverage  after  that  date. 

While  this  is  a  matter  which  each  minister  must  decide  for 
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himself,  due  consideration  of  all  factors  should  be  seriously  under¬ 
taken  before  any  minister  passes  up  this  coverage.  Conference  re¬ 
tirement  programs  have  come  a  long  ways  in  recent  years  toward 
making  a  more  satisfactory  retirement  benefit  for  conference  mem¬ 
bers  and  supply  pastors,  but  conference  programs  to  date  are  not 
the  full  answer.  A  combination  of  Social  Security  and  conference 
retirement  benefits  will  come  more  nearly  meeting  the  needs  of 
most  ministers  than  any  other  present  possibility. 

Remember  the  deadline,  April  15. 

Belief  In  God  Persists 

WORD  has  it  that  communist  leaders  in  Russia  cannot  under¬ 
stand  why  it  is  that  with  all  the  material  progress  and  in¬ 
creasing  standard  of  living,  some  Russian  people  still  per¬ 
sist  in  paying  attention  to  religion.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  so  recent 
reports  state,  leaders  are  concerned  that  more  and  more  Russians 
are  interested  in  religion. 

In  the  past,  communists  have  said,  improve  a  man’s  physical 
surroundings  on  a  larger  scale  and  he  will  start  using  his  head  for 
thinking  instead  of  praying.  But  for  some  reason  communists  do 
not  understand,  things  don’t  seem  to  be  working  out  that  way.  They 
now  are  beginning  to  see  that  a  country  can  be  electrified,  industri¬ 
alized,  agriculture  mechanized,  and  housing  bettered,  and  still  peo¬ 
ple  will  still  go  on  believing  in  God. 

The  latest  word  is  that  the  government  in  Russia  will  step  up 
an  intensive  campaign  to  draw  religious  believers  away  from  re¬ 
ligion  and  into  the  folds  of  atheism.  Communists  will  learn  perhaps 
someday  that  people  will  still  go  on  believing  in  God  even  in  the 
face  of  more  intense  atheistic  campaigns. 
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Covering  60  Years  of  Work  for  a  Better  Arkansas 

History  Of  The 
Temperance  League 
Of  Arkansas 

By  Clyde  C.  Coulter 

(Superintendent  of  The  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas) 

The  following  article,  first  of  two  installments  covering 
60  years  of  the  history  of  the  Arkansas  Anti-Saloon  League 
and  its  successor,  the  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas,  was 
prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Temperance  League.  An¬ 
nouncement  was  recently  made  that  the  program  which  has 
been  projected  by  the  Temperance  League  will  be  ex¬ 
panded  to  cover  work  in  several  fields  of  social  significance. 

The  new  program  will  be  known  as  the  Christian  Civic 
Foundation  of  Arkansas. 

PART  ONE 

TIE  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Arkansas  was  organized  in  Little  Rock  in 
1899,  under  the  leadership  of  Hon.  W.  B.  Atkins  as  President.  It  had 
a  somewhat  precarious  existence  for  several  years,  caused  by  differ¬ 
ences  with  the  National  League,  (The  National  Anti-Saloon  League), 
and  the  reluctance  of  some  of  the  members  to  contribute  to  the  National 
League.  On  December  28,  1905,  a  number  of  the  more  active  temperance 
workers  formed  a  new  organization  called  the  “Interchurch  Federation,” 
with  the  same  aims.  The  Federation  carried  on  a  campaign  in  1906  against 
the  liquor  traffic.  The  name  “Arkansas  Anti-Saloon  League”  was  re¬ 
assumed. 

In  1907,  legislation  was  enacted  which  banished  the  saloons  from  all 
areas  outside  of  incorporated  towns  and  cities.  The  first  city  in  the  state 
to  oust  the  saloons  was  Texarkana,  then  having  about  5,000  population.  That 
was  done  under  the  provisions  of  the  “Three  Mile”  law.  By  petition,  saloons 
could  be  prevented  within  three  miles  of  a  church  or  a  school. 

During  1908  and  1909,  The  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Arkansas  continued 
its  work  of  education  and  agitation.  In  the  Legislature  in  1909,  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House  passed  state-wide  prohibition  bills;  but  they  failed 
to  get  together  on  either  bill.  Dry  sentiment  is  growing. 

In  191  lj-  the  League  declared  for  state-wide  prohibition.  In  the  same 
year,  AMENDMENT  NUMBER  SEVEN  to  the  State  Constitution  was 
adopted— the  INITIATIVE  and  REFERENDUM  AMENDMENT. 

In  1911,  the  League  endeavored  to  obtain  passage  of  a  state-wide  Pro¬ 
hibition  Measure.  That  effort  failed.  The  program  of  education  and  agita¬ 
tion  continued. 

In  1912,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Initiative  and  Referendum  Amend¬ 
ment,  a  state-wide  Prohibition  Measure  was  INITIATED  by  the  League. 
At  the  General  Election,  Sept.  9,  1912,  the  vote  was:  FOR  Prohibition, 
69,390;  AGAINST  Prohibition,  85,358;  Wet  majority,  15,968.  The  Wet  victory 
appeared  to  be  caused  largely  by  a  trade  between  the  liquor  forces  and 
Negro  voters.  The  Prohibition  Measure  and  a  Measure  to  disfranchise  the 
Negro  population  were  voted  on  at  the  same  time.  It  appeared  that  the 
Negro  voters  were  influenced  to  vote  AGAINST  Prohibition  in  return  for 
votes  against  disfranchisement. 

Legislative  Support 

In  1913,  a  so-called  Prohibition  bill  was  sponsored  by  the  League.  The 
Legislature  passed  the  bill  on  February  17,  1913.  The  law  was  known  as  the 
“Going  Law”  and  provided  for  Local  Option  and  local  self-government  by 
adult  white  citizens  of  incorporated  towns.  It  required  a  majority  of  adult 
white  citizens  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  County  Court  before  a  license  would 
be  granted  to  sell  liquor.  The  names  of  all  signers  to  such  petition  had  to  be 
printed  in  at  least  two  issues  of  some  newspaper  published  in  the  city  at 
least  ten  days  before  the  petition  could  be  acted  upon. 

The  liquor  forces  made  a  desperate  fight  against  the  enactment  of  the 
Going  Law.  They  invoked  the  REFERENDUM,  and  secured  12,155  signa¬ 
tures  to  the  petition — 4000  more  than  they  needed  to  have  the  law  referred 
to  a  vote  of  the  people.  The  Legislature,  however,  anticipating  such  a  move, 
attached  to  the  Act  an  emergency  clause,  which,  under  the  Arkansas  Con¬ 
stitution,  precluded  the  option  of  the  Referendum.  The  matter  was  finally 
fought  out  in  the  Courts,  and  the  law,  as  well  as  the  emergency  clause,  was 
fully  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Going 
Law,  just  five  places  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  permitted  saloons. 

Masonic  Support 

After  the  passage  of  the  Going  Law,  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas  adopted  a  resolution  making  it  a  Masonic  offense  for  any  Mason 
in  the  state  to  sign  a  petition  for  the  granting  of  a  saloon  license  or  to 
circulate  such  a  petition.  When  the  Going  Law  was  passed,  there  were  only 
279  saloons  left  in  the  entire  state,  and  216  of  those  were  in  the  five  larger 
towns  and  cities.  Sixty-three  of  the  75  counties  were  Dry;  and  about  98 
per  cent  of  the  state’s  population  lived  in  Dry  territory. 

During  1913  and  1914,  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  in  addition  to  its  activ¬ 
ities  in  behalf  of  the  Going  Law,  carried  on  its  regular  program  of  education 
against  the  liquor  traffic.  It  also  kept  working  toward  state-wide  prohibi¬ 
tion. 

Legislative  Prohibition 

On  February  6,  1915,  the  Legislature  passed  a  state-wide  Prohibition 
Measure,  which  became  effective  January  1,  1916.  The  vote  on  that  bill 


in  the  House  was:  .  FOR  it,  75,  and  AGAINST  it,  24.  The  bill  was  slightly 
amended  in  the  Senate  and  passed  by  33  to  2.  It  was  then  returned  to  the 
House,  and  there  passed  unanimously.  The  penalty  for  violation  of  the 
law  was  one  year  in  the  penitentiary,  the  courts  being  prohibited  by  another 
provision  from  suspending  the  sentence. 

In  L916,  the  liquor  forces  initiated  a  bill  to  repeal  the  state-wide  Pro¬ 
hibition  law.  That  proposed  measure  was  defeated  by  the  Drys  at  the 
General  Election  by  more  than  50,000  majority. 

On  January  22,  1917,  the  Legislature  passed  a  “bone  dry”  law,  making 
it  practically  impossible  for  any  person  to  buy  liquor  in  Arkansas.  During 
1917,  1918  and  1919,  the  Anti-Saloon  League  carried  on  its  anti-liquor  war¬ 
fare  and  temperance  education. 

National  Prohibition  Comes 

In  1919,  the  Arkansas  Legislature  ratified  the  18th  (Prohibition) 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  The  United  States.  Arkansas  was  the 
27th  state  to  ratify  that  Amendment.  The  vote  in  the  House,  on  January  13, 
1919,  was  93  FOR  it  to  2  AGAINST  it;  and  in  the  Senate  the  vote,  on  January 
14,  1919,  was  31  FOR  it  and  NONE  AGAINST  it.  Attempt  was  made  by  the 
liquor  forces  to  have  the  Legislative  Act  ratifying  the  18th  Amendment  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  Arkansas  under  the  Referendum  section  of 
the  Initiative  and  Referendum  Amendment  to  the  Arkansas  Constitution. 
The  State  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  such  action  by  the  Legislature  was 
not  subject  to  a  referendum. 

Support  of  League  Weakens 

During  1920  and  1921,  the  League  carried  on  its  regular  work.  It  was 
even  more  difficult  to  secure  financial,  and  other,  support  and  cooperation, 
for  the  people  seemed  to  think  that,  because  National  Prohibition  had  been 
adopted,  there  was  no  need,  or  much  less  need,  for  the  Christian  forces  of 
the  state,  (and  Nation),  to  continue  the  education  and  warfare  against  the 
liquor  traffic.  However,  Prohibition  sentiment  had  grown  to  overwhelming 
strength  in  Arkansas,  (as  in  other  states).  In  1921,  the  Legislature  passed 
a  law  further  harmonizing  the  state  prohibitory  legislation  with  the  Federal 
Prohibition  law.  The  Act  of  1921  made  it  an  offense  in  the  State  of  Arkansas 
to  set  up  or  operate  a  distillery,  and  provided  against  the  evading  of  other 
parts  of  the  prohibitory  law. 

During  1922  and  1923,  the  Anti-Saloon  League  carried  on,  in  a  limited 
way,  the  regular  work — limited  by  lack  of  support,  financial  and  other. 
During  the  1923  Session  of  Arkansas  Legislature,  several  measures  were 
passed,  still  further  strengthening  the  Prohibition  laws  of  the  state;  among 
them  was  an  Act  prohibiting  the  driving  of  an  automobile  by  an  intoxicated 
person. 

In  the  1923  Session  of  the  Legislature,  the  liquor  forces  introduced,  in 
the  Senate,  a  bill  which  would  have  removed  certain  restrictions  from  the 
sale  of  alcohol  by  wholesale  druggists.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  Senate 
17  to  9,  and  did  not  come  to  the  House. 

Possession  Illegal 

During  1924  to  1925,  Arkansas  Anti-Saloon  League  continued  its  work 
as  in  previous  years.  Prohibition  sentiment  was  still  increasing,  and  in  1925 
the  Legislature  passed  a  bill  making  even  the  possession  of  any  alcoholic 
drink,  or  any  alcoholic  compound,  unlawful.  Penalty  for  violation  of  that 
law  was  a  fine  of  from  fifty  dollars  to  one  thousand  dollars.  During  that 
Session,  a  number  of  attempts  were  made  to  repeal  the  Prohibition  laws  of 
the  state.  All  those  attempts  were  defeated.  During  that  Session,  Governor 
Terrall  declared  unequivocally  for  strict  enforcement  of  the  Prohibition 
laws,  both  state  and  National.  He  urged  more  severe  penalties  for  violation 
of  those  laws.  He  also  put  himself  on  record  as  favoring  legislation  that 
would  provide  the  same  punishment  for  buyers  of  intoxicants  for  beverage 
use  as  provided  for  sellers  of  such  intoxicants. 

In  October,  1925,  a  Federal  Grand  Jury  at  Little  Rock,  in  a  report  cover¬ 
ing  47  of  the  75  counties  of  the  state,  declared  through  its  foreman,  ex- 
Governor  Donaghey,  that,  in  their  judgment,  the  consumption  of  liquors  in 
that  area  at  that  time  was  not  2  per  cent  of  the  amount  consumed  when  the 
area  was  Wet.  The  Grand  Jury  also  reported  it  believed  a  vote  in  each  of 
those  counties  would  result  two  to  one  for  prohibition. 

—  (Contimied)  — 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LIFE’S  GARDEN  SPOTS 


On  so  many  sides  I  hear  those  who  are  weary  of  the  bitter  winter. 

But  soon  the  earth  will  burst  with  the  life-giving  forces  of  spring. 
Beauty  will  cover  the  scars  of  winter.  Nature  will  put  away  the 
hooded  cloak  of  coldness  and  don  the  mantle  of  grace. 

And  amid  this  general  beautification  of  nature  which  will  be  seen 
in  every  hedgerow  and  forest,  there  are  dotted  gardens  where  man  is 
co-worker  with  God  in  the  creation  of  loveliness. 

What  the  garden  is  to  nature,  the  home  is  to  human  nature.  It 
is  the  spot  where  the  soil  is  prepared  for  life,  where  the  seeds  of  life 
take  root  and  where  the  roots  of  life  grow  into  the  fruits  of  the 
spirit.  Let  us  look  at  God’s  Garden  Spot,  the  home.  \\ 

The  home  is  the  garden  where  the  soil  is  made  ready  for  humanA 
life.  When  we  hear  an  adult  say,  “The  world  owes  me  a  living,”  we\  . 
deny  his  doctrine.  The  world  does  not  owe  a  living  to  drones.  But  \  ^ 
it  does  owe  one  to  infants.  The  child  is  brought  into  the  world  not  at 
its  own  behest;  and  the  parent  who  does  not  assume  responsibility  for 
the  care  of  his  child,  we  rightly  call  inhuman. 

No  infant  could  survive  more  than  a  few  hours  unless  the  soil 
was  prepared  for  its  start.  The  very  elements  which  make  for  a  child’s 
growth  have  to  be  adjusted  to  it  or  they  would  destroy  it.  The  sun¬ 
light  must  be  filtered  in  the  right  degree  lest  it  impair  the  vision  of 
the  infant’s  opening  eyes.  The  little  one  must  be  guided  to  its  food 
lest  it  starve  or  poison  itself.  Without  a  specially  prepared  soil,  the 
tender  plant  of  childhood  would  quickly  perish. 

And  we  grownups,  if  we  are  to  have  a  life  worth  living,  must  have 
some  garden  spots  where  the  soil  is  more  congenial  than  the  hard 
street.  We  need  some  places  where  we  can  escape  the  curious,  un¬ 
feeling  stare  of  the  crowd  and  look  into  eyes  that  understand  and 
sympathize.  We  need  some  circle  where  we  can  unpack  our  hearts 
with  words  and  where  listening  love  sifts  the  wheat  from  the  chaff  of 
our  chatter  and  goes  on  caring  for  us  in  spite  of  our  weaknesses. 

Not  all  of  us  find  congenial  mates  and  make  homes  through  mar¬ 
riage.  But  few  of  us  are  so  alone  that  we  do  not  have  some  ties  with 
the  homes  of  our  childhood,  our  childhood,  our  relatives  or  our 
friends.  And  how  bravely  some  persons  who  live  alone  make  their 
rooms  into  homey  places,  surrounding  themselves  with  tokens  and 
objects  of  affection.  We  adults  never  outgrow  the  need  and  longing 
for  a  home. 

<£od  puts  into  the  soil  of  the  home  certain  fertilizing  elements. 

For  instance,  true  godliness  transforms  the  possessiveness  of  love 
into  a  sense  of  trusteeship.  So  often  we  become  selfishly  possessive  of 
our  husbands  or  wives  or  children.  That  attitude  makes  for  jealousy 
and  bitterness.  Was  it  not  Professor  George  Herbert  Palmer  who  said 
of  his  wife  Alice  Freeman,  “I  never  called  her  mine.”  He  loved  her 
deeply  but  he  avoided  treating  her  as  his  possession.  Rather  he 
sought  to  be  the  trustee  of  her  interests,  ever  with  an  eye  to  her 
welfare.  Such  is  the  kind  of  love  godliness  engenders  in  some. 

.  Several  years  ago  an  English  novelist  depicted  the  marriage  of  a 
successful  businessman  to  a  brilliant  career  woman.  Each  married 
with  an  eye  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  husband  concluded  that  a  wife’s  motive  for  marriage  was  to  se¬ 
cure  a  place  from  which  she  could  step  out  with  more  freedom  than 
her  unmarried  sfsters.  And  the  wife  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
man  married  in  order  to  have  comforts  he  could  call  his  own.  It  was 
not  until  children  came  and  both  husband  and  wife  became  trustees 
of  their  interests  that  they  discovered  the  true  blessedness  of  home 
life.  In  the  home  the  spirit  of  giving  must  be  ever  stronger  than  the 
spirit  of  getting. 

Also  God  develops  the  grace  of  forgiveness.  Into  every  home 
misunderstandings  come.  There  are  times  when  our  affections  freeze 
up  because  of  some  change  in  the  family  weather.  But  when  we  let 
in  the  sunlight  of  God’s  presence,  the  icicled  springs  of  the  heart 
thaw  out.  And  what  fun  it  is  to  “make  up.” 

In  my  grandfather’s  home  hung  a  framed  motto:  “God  Is  the 
Head  of  This  House.”  A  bit  old-fashioned,  yes.  But  better  than 
juvenile  delinquency. 


"Well  frankly  1  didn't  care  much  for 
mon  today,  either!" 

your  ser- 

The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

PI 

For  Those  “Not  Worth  Saving” 

One  of  the  charges  leveled  at 
Methodism  is  that  it  has  become  a 
“Class  Church.”  That  implies  that 
those  who  have  “joined  the  Church” 
and  have  become  nominal  Chris¬ 
tians  are  not  very  much  interested 
in  having  their  social  level  disturbed 
by  the  addition  of  persons  who  don’t 
“belong.”  We  become  rather  selec¬ 
tive  in  bringing  people  into  the  or¬ 
bit  of  our  religious  group,  thus  cre¬ 
ating  more  of  a  high  level  social 
club  than  a  redemptive  fellowship. 
The  mention  of  some  person  as  a 
likely  member  of  the  Church  School 
class  brings  up  opposition  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  T  h  e  mother 
dresses  in  bad  taste  .  .  .  the  family 
lives  in  the  wrong  part  of.  town  .  .  . 
the  children  use  the  kind  of  lan¬ 
guage  that  we  don’t  want  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  hear  .  .  .  the  father  drinks 
“too  much,”  whatever  that  means. 
These  are  some  reasons  that  I  have 
heard  from  “good  people”  as  suffi¬ 
cient  for  not  inviting  others  to  their 
particular  church  group. 

One  of  the  saddest  groups  of  hu¬ 
man  beings  are  those  who  are  ad¬ 
dicted  to  heavy  liquor  drinking.  It 
seems  to  be  alright  to  some  “good 
people”  to  dilute  their  Christian 
witness  by  social  drinking,  but  when 
the  habit  gets  hold  of  a  person  and 
he  goes  from  that  to  habitual  alco¬ 
holism,  the  social  drinkers  prompt¬ 
ly  drop  him  like  a  hot  potato.  To  be 
sure,  the  problem  drinker  nearly  al¬ 
ways  puts  a  chip  on  his  shoulder 
and  makes  it  extremely  difficult  if 
not  impossible  for  anyone  to  talk 
with  him.  The  more  he  or  she 
drinks,  the  harder  it  is  for  anyone 
to  be  even  civil  to  him  or  her.  Then 
is  when  many  of  us  simply  mark 
that  person  off  our  list.  The  Church 


is  not  for  him  or  her.  We  move  with 
the  “right  people.”  That  person  is 
not  “worth  saving.”  There  is  no 
hope.  Many  of  you  have  heard  that 
remark  made. 

What  can  or  should  the  Church 
do  for  people  like  that?  Are  they 
worth  saving?  Will  their  presence 
hurt  the  rest  of  us?  I  had  those 
questions  answered  for  me  recently 
at  a  breakfast  meeting  of  Christian 
laymen  in  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
A  man  came  up  to  me  and  told  me 
in  glowing  terms  how  he  had  talked 
with  the  pastor  of  a  Methodist 
church  in  that  city  and  how  they 
had  organized  a  class  called  the 
“Pastor’s  Aids.”  The  city  has  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  nearly  twenty  thousand. 
This  great  church  has  a  class  espe¬ 
cially  for  alcoholics.  That  does  not 
mean  that  everyone  of  the  class 
drinks;  quite  the  contrary.  It  means 
that  the  members  are  frank  enough 
to  admit  that  they  are  only  one 
drink  from  being  a  bum,  but  that 
with  God’s  help  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Christian  people  they  have 
won  a  victory  over  a  terrible  habit. 

In  all  probability  there  are 
churches  in  this  part  of  the  country 
who  are  doing  the  same  thing.  This 
is  written  to  encourage  those  who 
are  doing  it,  and  to  urge  upon  other 
congregations  that  they  try  to  do 
the  same  thing.  In  most  congrega¬ 
tions  there  are  men  and  women  who 
have  found  victory  over  alcohol. 
Why  not  ask  them  to  help  in  the 
creation  of  such  a  class  of  “Pastor’s 
Aids?”  And  as  for  those  of  us  who 
may  not  be  cursed  with  the  temp¬ 
tation,  let  us  put  these  groups  on 
our  prayer  list  for  regular  prayer. 
These  are  some  of  the  valuable  acts 
that  can  prevent  our  congregations 
from  becoming  “class  churches.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  March  29,  1959:  JESUS  CHRIST  LIVES 

READ,  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MARK  16:14;  JOHN  20:19-23.  LESSON  TEXT, 
LUKE  24:33-48. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  This  Jesus  God  raised  up,  and  of  that  we  all  are  wit¬ 
nesses.  Acts  2:33  (RSV) 


Today  we  come  to  the  close  of  a  series  of  les¬ 
sons  on  “The  Life  of  Jesus  Christ”  which  began 
with  the  first  Sunday  of  October  of  last  year. 
In  this  series  of  lessons  we  have  studied  many 
of  the  high  points  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ 
beginning  with  the  time  of  His  birth.  It  is  quite 
appropriate  that  such  a  series  of  lessons  closes 
with  today’s  lesson  on  the  resurrection. 

On  the  second  Sunday  of  February  of  this 
year,  the  subject  of  our  lesson  was,  “Death  Is 
Not  The  End.”  The  emphasis  in  that  lesson  was 
on  the  fact  that  human  personality  survives  phy¬ 
sical  death  and  continues  to  live  in  another 
world.  Our  lesson  today  does  not  deal  with 
what  happens  to  people  generally  after  death. 
Today’s  lesson  deals  specifically  with  what  hap¬ 
pened  to'  Christ  after  He  died  on  the  cross. 

This  is  Easter  Sunday,  the  most  important 
day  of  the  year  in  the  church’s  calendar.  In  the 
Easter  message  we  have  the  climax  of  the  whole 
story  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  This  message  pro¬ 
claims  an  event  which  gave  meaning  and  value 
and  immortality  to  all  else  recorded  about  Jesus 
Christ.  All  that  went  before  pointed  to  and  led 
up  to  the  glorious  triumph  of  the  resurrection. 

But  for  the  fact  of  the  resurrection,  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  beautiful  as  that  record 
is,  would  be  little  more  than  a  touching  story  of 
the  birth  of  a  baby  under  trying  circumstances. 
But  for  the  fact  of  the  resurrection  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  would  largely  be  classified 
with  the  life  and  teachings  of  Socrates  and  other 
great,  ancient  philosophers.  But  for  the  resur¬ 
rection  we  would  likely  think  of  the  cross  as  an 
instrument  of  torture  on  which  ended  a  beauti¬ 
ful  life  that  seemed  to  have  been  born  much 
ahead  of  its  time. 

However,  when  on  that  first  Easter  morning 
we  hear  the  angels  say,  “He  is  not  here:  but  is 
risen,  as  he  said,”  then  Easter  has  a  message  that 
gives  imperishable  value  and  a  deathless  mean- 
m?  to  everything  Jesus  did  and  said  while  on 
earth.  The  Resurrection  is  the  final,  unquestion¬ 
able,  conclusive  evidence  that  Jesus  was  truly 
God  incarnate,  revealing  to  man  the  will  and 
purpose  of  God  the  Father. 

Strange  Happenings  On  Easter  Morning 

Frightened  and  leaderless  after  the  cruci¬ 
fixion,  the  followers  of  Jesus  were  in  hiding. 
Apparently  they  had  decided  to  stay  out  of  the 
way  until  the  fury  and  hatred  that  caused  the 
death  of  Jesus  had  passed. 

To  their  surprise,  strange  and  unexpected 
reports  began  to  multiply  on  that  first  Easter 
morning.  In  the  early  hours  of  the  morning, 
women  had  gone  to  the  tomb  of  Jesus  to  anoint 
His  dead  body.  Instead  of  the  dead  body  of  the 
Master,  they  found  the  grave  occupied  by  angels 
who  declared  to  them  that  Christ  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  They  hurried  back  to  the  group 
with  this  strange  story.  Mary  came  reporting 
that  she  had  seen  and  talked  with  the  Lord. 
Peter  and  John  ran  out  to  the  grave  to  find  the 
body  of  Christ  gone  as  the  women  had  reported, 
only  the  grave  clothes  remained. 

Two  Disciples  Start  For  Emmaui 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  group  of  people 
together  here  was  as  large  or  larger  than  the 
number  of  people  together  on  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost,  which  was  one  hundred  twenty.  In  spite 
of  the  exciting  reports  that  were  coming  in,  two 
of  this  number  decided  to  leave  Jerusalem,  Sun¬ 
day,  the  day  of  the  resurrection,  to  go  to  Erh- 


maus  which  was  a  distance  of  five  to  seven  miles 
northwest  of  Jerusalem. 

As  they  journeyed  along  Jesus,  unrecognized 
by  them,  joined  them  in  the  way.  On  an  inquiry 
regarding  their  sadness,  the  disciples  told  the 
Stranger  of  the  happening  at  Jerusalem  in  the 
few  days  past.  They  declared  that  they  had 
hoped  that  Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah. 
Jesus  rebuked  them  for  their  slowness  of  faith 
and  revealed  to  them  the  many  prophecies  of 
His  coming,  suffering,  death  and  resurrection. 

When  they  reached  Emmaus,  Jesus  appar¬ 
ently  would  have  gone  on  but  for  the  invitation 
to  stay  for  the  night  with  the  two  disciples.  At 
supper,  in  the  breaking  of  bread  Jesus  was  made 
known  to  them,  and  immediately  disappeared 
from  their  sight.  Sure  that  they  had  been  in  the 
presence  of  Jesus,  the  two  hurried  back  over  the 
road  to  Jerusalem  to  report  to  the  eleven  and 
those  with  them  of  their  experience. 

Jesus  In  The  Midst  of  Them 

It  must  have  been  much  later  in  the  night 
when  the  two  finally  reached  Jerusalem.  How¬ 
ever,  the  group  was  still  together.  Before  they 
could  tell  of  their  experience,  some  of  the  group 
told  them  that  Jesus  had  appeared  to  Peter  that 
day.  Then  .the  two  disciples  told  the  group  of 
their  experience  in  walking  with,  talking  to  and 
recognizing  Jesus. 

Behind  closed  doors,  while  they  were  discuss¬ 
ing  these  many  reports,  suddenly  Jesus  appeared 
in  their  midst.  He  had  not  walked  in  at  the 
door;  He  had  simply  materialized  before  them, 
with  the  common  salutation,  “Peace  be  unto 
you.” 

Despite  the  reports  that  ^Tesus  was  alive, 
which  they  were  discussing  at  the  time,  the 
whole  group  was  “startled  and  frightened,  and 
supposed  that  they  saw  a  spirit.”  (RSV)  It  was 
not  easy  even  for  the  apostles,  to  believe  that 
Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead. 

Jesus  Reveals  Himself  To  His  Followers 

Startled  and  frightened,  as  the  group  was  at 
His  appearance,  Jesus  quieted  their  fears  and 
gave  them  convincing  evidence  that  He  was 
really  the  Christ  that  had  been  crucified  three 
days  before. 

This  Jesus  did  by  speaking  to  them.  There 
is  something  peculiar  in  the  quality  and  tone  of 
a  voice  that  it  is  easily  recognizable.  When  Je¬ 
sus  spoke  but  one  word  to  Mary,  near  the  tomb, 
she  immediately  recognized  the  Speaker  as  Je¬ 
sus.  Here,  as  Jesus  spoke  to  the  group  that  had 
heard  Him  speak  so  many  times,  there  could  be 
no  longer  a  doubt  that  it  was  Jesus. 

Jesus  appeared  to  those  present  in  Person. 
Many  of  them  had  walked  and  talked  with  Him 
for  three  years  and  they  knew  Him  personally 
as  well  as  they  knew  any  other  acquaintance. 

Jesus  called  for  food  and  ate  with  them.  As 
the  two  disciples  at  Emmaus  knew  Jesus  “in  the 
breaking  of  bread,”  so  there  was  something  in 
the  manner  in  which  Jesus  received  food  that 
the  disciples  recognized.  The  manner  in  which 
we  receive  and  eat  our  food  should  be  such  that 
those  about  us  will  recognize  that  we  are  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ. 

As  a  final  convincing  evidence  of  His  identi¬ 
ty,  Jesus  shewed  them  the  scars  on  His  hands 
and  feet  and  challenged  them  to  touch  Him  and 
see  that  He  was  real  and  not  a  spirit. 

When  the  discipleship  of  Paul  was  questioned, 


he  silenced  his  critics  with  the  statement,  “From 
henceforth  let  no  man  trouble  me:  for  I  bear  in 
my  body  the  marks  (scars)  of  the  Lord  Jesus.” 

Jesus  and  Paul  shewed  their  scars  of  service 
as  convincing  evidence  of  the  reality  of  their 
loyalty  and/faith.  When  people  question  the 
reality  of  dur  religion,  what  means  are  we  able 
to  use  that  will  silence  our  critics? 

Too  Good  To  Be  True 

Our  lesson  text  says  of  the  members  of  the 
group  that  “They  yet  believed  not  for  joy,  and 
wondered.”  We  often  say,  in  the  unexpected 
surprise  of  seeing  or  hearing  something  thal 
thrills  our  souls,  “It  is  too  good  to  be  true.” 

The  joy  in  the  hearts  of  His  followers  was  so 
great,  at  seeing  Jesus  alive  again,  that  they 
hardly  dared  trust  their  own  senses;  they  “be¬ 
lieved  not  for  joy.”  They  were  almost  afraid  to 
believe  their  own  eyes. 

What  a  striking  contrast  there  is  between  the 
joyous,  exciting  enthusiasm  in  the  hearts  of  these 
early  followers  of  Jesus  in  the  fact  that  Jesus 
had  risen  from  the  dead  and  the  routine,  matter- 
of-fact  manner  in  which  we  say  in  our  creed 
each  Sabbath,  “the  third  day  He  rose  from  the 
dead.”  For  this  group,  the  risen  Christ  was  a 
living  reality.  Too  often  for  us  it  is  simply  a 
clause  in  a  creed. 

Resurrection  of  Christ  Best  Documented 
Fact  of  History 

Because  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  so  vital 
to  the  life  of  the  Christian  church,  the  enemies 
of  Christ,  down  through  the  centuries,  have 
fought  the  fact  of  the  resurrection  as  desperately 
and  sometimes  as  foolishly  as  did  the  chief 
priests  and  elders  when  Christ  arose  from  the 
dead.  We  say  foolishly  because  the  only  real 
effort  these  enemies  of  Jesus  made  to  discredit 
the  resurrection  was  so  incredible  and  ridicu¬ 
lous  that  only  desperately  defeated  men  would 
have  adopted  it.  They  hired  the  soldiers  on 
guard  to  say  that,  “His  disciples  came  by  night, 
and  stole  him  away  WHILE  WE  SLEPT.”  How 
these  watchmen  were  supposed  to  know  what 
happened  while  they  were  asleep,  even  the  chief 
priests  do  not  try  to  explain.  We  know  what 
such  testimony  would  be  worth  today. 

So  dynamic  was  the  faith  of  the  apostles  in 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  that  no  power  of  earth 
could  crush  it.  So  dynamic  was  that  faith  that 
they  started  a  movement  that  no  power  of  earth 
could  crush. 

So  well  documented  is  the  fact  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus  that  one  could  not  begin  to 
understand  the  history  of  the  world,  since  His 
day,  without  taking  into  account  that  fact.  More 
books  of  prose  and  poetry  have  been  written 
about  Christ  than  on  any  other  subject  in  world 
history.  The  total  might  approach  the  number 
of  books  on  all  other  subjects  combined.  No  one 
could  account  for  the  art,  sculpture  and  music  of 
the  world  without  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  countless 
number  of  churches  and  cathedrals  around  the 
world  testify  to  the  fact  that  Christ  lives.  The 
hundred  million  followers  of  Christ  in  America 
and  the  many  more  millions  across  the  world, 
■twenty  centuries  after  His  cruicifixion,  are  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  crucifixion  but  opened  the  door 
for  Christ  to  live  forevermore  in  the  hearts  of 
His  followers.  Again  may  we  say  that  the  best 
documented  fact  in  history  is  the  resurrection  of 
Christ. 

We  A re  Witnesses 

When  Jesus  had  revealed  Himself  as  the 
risen  Christ  to  His  frightened  disciples,  He  stilled 
their  fears.  Jesus  then  declared  to  the  disciples 
that  he  had  died  and  had  risen  from  the  dead 
“That  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should 
be  preached  in  His  name  among  all  nations,  be¬ 
ginning  at  Jerusalem.” 

Jesus  said  to  the  group  that  stood  in  His 
presence,  “Ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things.” 
The  people  who  had  stood  in  His  presence,  after 
the  resurrection,  and  knew  for  themselves  that 
the  crucified  Christ  did  live  again,  were  com¬ 
missioned  by  Christ  to  witness  of  that  fact  to 
others.  They  were  to  begin  at  Jerusalem,  but 
eventually  that  testimony  must  be  heard  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

The  responsibility  for  witnessing  for  Christ  is 
just  as  truly  ours  today  as  it  was  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  disci  les  on  that  first  Easter  morn¬ 
ing. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  TECH  DEBATERS,  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Paul  Pennington,  were 
presented  at  the  February  supper  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  where  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  pastor. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  Sunday,  Feb.  22.  Rev.  Cleburne 
W.  Quaid  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  GEORGE  W.  POMEROY,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
Berwick  Methodist  Church  recently.  Rev.  Kirby 
Vining  is  pastor  of  the  Berwick  Church. 

REV.  B.  A.  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Houma,  was  guest  preacher 
at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  during  the  week  of  March  8-13.  Rev. 
Don  Alverson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church 
are:  L.  H.  Dobbins,  president;  W.  E.  Browning, 
Jr.,  vice-president;  and  T.  W.  Campbell,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer.  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  is  pastor. 

REV.  H.  DON  GUYNES,  associate  minister  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles, 
preached  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
Oak  Park  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  8.  Rev.  Hubert  A.  Gibbs  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

RABBI  JEROME  MARK  of  Temple  Senai,  Lake 
Charles,  was  the  exchange  pastor  in  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  “Brotherhood  Week”  at  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  preached  for  Rabbi 
Mark’s  congregation. 

DR.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  preached  in  a  series 
of  revival  services  at  the  Mangum  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Feb.  22-March  1. 
Services  were  held  at  7:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m., 
daily.  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor. 

REV.  JOHN  T.  REDMON,  pastor  of  Algiers 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  is  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  now  in 
progress  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Thi¬ 
bodeaux.  A  fellowship  luncheon  was  held  March 
15.  Rev.  E.  W.  Day  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  FRED  S.  FLURRY,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  was  the  guest 
preacher  in  a  week  of  revival  services  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Franklin,  during  the  week  of 
March  2-6.  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is  pastor  of 
the  Franklin  Church. 


REV.  WM.  P.  FRASER,  pastor  of  the  Homer 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
an  appreciation  banquet  for  Church  School 
Teachers,  Officers,  and  Workers,  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church 
on  Thursday,  Feb.  12.  Rev.  Jack  ft.  Midyett  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WALTER  MAJEWSKI  pre¬ 
sented  the  program  at  the  “Ladies  Night” 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  on  Wednesday  night,  Feb.  25. 
The  program  was  about  a  recent  trip  to  Mexico 
taken  by  the  Majewskis.  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamie¬ 
son  is  pastor  of  the  DeRidder  Church. 

REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  will  preach  in  re¬ 
vival  services  in  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Walnut  Ridge,  Arkansas,  March  15-20.  Rev. 
Moody  Cunningham  will  be  song  leader  for  the 
services.  Rev.  William  A.  Stewart  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  IRA  W.  FLOWERS  announce 
the  marriage  of  their  daughter,  Jean  Alice, 
to  Mr.  Richard  Bowen  Clarke  on  Friday,  the  20th 
of  March.  The  marriage  ceremony  will  take 
place  at  8:00  p.m.,  in  the  Mangum  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  where  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Flowers  is  pastor. 

THE  NEW  CHURCH  LIBRARY  of  the  Mun- 
holland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  officially  opened  Sunday  afternoon,  March 
1,  with  an  informal  tea  from  3:30  to  5:30  in  the 
church  parlor.  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District,  offered  the 
dedicatory  prayer.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOHN  BRYAN  of  Bennett  College, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.,  has  been  named  director 
of  student  work  for  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance,  which  has  its  national  headquarters 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  will  assume  his  new 
duties  July  1,  it  was  announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general  secretary  of  the 
board. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Monday  evening,  March 
2.  Dr.  Bowdon  also  showed  films  of  his  visit  to 
South  America  in  last  year’s  evangelistic  mission. 
Rev.  James  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  INDUK  PAHK,  internationally  known 
Christian  from  Korea,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Tuesday,  March  3,  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  Prayer  groups,  discussions,  and 


personal  conferences  were  scheduled  throughout 
the  day  with  Mrs.  Pahk,  and  she  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  luncheon  at  noon.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Har¬ 
ris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was  the 
guest  evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Iowa,  Feb. 
22-28.  Services  were  held  twice  daily.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Pearce  also  held  a  Junior  service  each  after¬ 
noon  for  the  children  and  youth  of  the  church. 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pastor  of  the  Lake  Arthur 
Methodist  Church,  was  in  charge  of  the  song 
services.  Rev.  R.  R.  Miller  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  will  conduct  Holy 
Week  Services  at  the  Lakewood  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  March  22- 
27.  Rev.  Buddy  Jester,  Hendrix  Ministerial  stu¬ 
dent,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  song  services.  Rev. 
Worth  W.  Gibson  is  pastor  of  the  Lakewood 
Church,  one  of  the  new  churches  started  in  the 
district  while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey  was  serving 
as  superintendent  of  the  Conway  District. 

REV.  DALTON  BURCH,  associate  pastor  of 
Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday  morning,  March 
8.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Burch  is  a  former  director  of 
youth  activities  at  the  Lake  Vista  Church.  Rev. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  pastor,  was  participating  in 
the  dedication  of  a  new  building  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Methodist  Church,  where  he  was  pastor 
for  three  years  before  his  appointment  to  Lake 
Vista. 

THE  ALTAR  CHOIR  of  Rayne  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  joined  with  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Choirs  of  New  Orleans  to  form  a  chorus  of 
well  over  10(J  singers  in  a  “Choral  Meditation  On 
The  Life  of  Christ,”  Sunday  afternoon,  Feb.  22, 
at  Christ  Church  Cathedral.  The  festival  was 
sponsored  by  the  New  Orleans  Chapter  of  The 
American  Guild  of  Organists,  and  was  directed 
by  Mrs.  Ruth  Jacobs  of  Santa  Barbara,  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  founder  of  the  National  Chorister’s  Guild. 

DR.  CLOVIS  CHAPPELL  of  Waverly,  Tennes¬ 
see,  will  be  the  guest  evangelist  in  a  Holy 
Week  Preaching  Mission  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Minden,  March  22-27.  Dr.  Chappell  is 
the  author  of  many  books  of  sermons.  Copies  of 
his  books  will  be  on  sale  and  he  will  autograph 
them  for  the  purchasers.  Song  leader  for  the 
services  will  be  Rev.  Richard  Jenkins,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Katy,  Texas.  Services 
will  be  held  twice  daily.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MOTET  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  held  a  surprise  party 
recently  honoring  Mrs.  Russell  Hudson  on  the 
occasion  of  her  eighth  anniversary  as  church 
organist,  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Dawsons’  fourth  anniversary  at 
the  church.  Words  of  appreciation  and  friendship 
were  spoken  by  Dr.  Rodney  Cline,  chairman  of 
the  Music  Committee  of  the  church,  Mrs.  Lee 
Patrick,  president  of  the  Motet  Choir,  and  Mar¬ 
vin  Genuchi,  Minister  of  Music.  The  Motet  Choir 
also  honored  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Genuchi  at  a  surprise 
housewarming  for  their  new  home.  Some  45 
choir  members  bearing  refreshments  and  a  gift 
certificate,  surprised  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Genuchi  on 
Friday  evening,  Feb.  13.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr., 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  PARSONETTES  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  met  at  12:15  on  Friday,  February  27,  in 
the  Centenary  College  Cafeteria  for  a  “dutch 
treat”  luncheon.  Eighteen  members  attended. 
Mrs.  Jolly  Harper  led  the  group  in  the  invoca¬ 
tion.  The  table  was  decorated  with  a  spring 
bouquet  which  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Hudgins, 
the  dietitian  who  planned  the  meal,  at  the  close 
of  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Barry  Bailey,  vice  pres¬ 
ident,  presided  at  the  business  session  in  the 
absence  of  Mrs.  Bentley  Slone,  the  president. 
Mrs.  Douglas  McGuire  conducted  a  very  clever 
Bible  Quiz  which  resulted  in  the  exchange  of  the 
“white-elephant”  gifts  brought  by  the  members. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  a  luncheon  in  the  home 
of  Mrs.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport.  Mrs.  Bailey 
closed  the  meeting  with  prayer. 


Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Career  Clinic  is 
Held  at  First 
Church,  Homer 


T.  B.  Waggoner,  of  the  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
installed  as  Venerable  Master  of 
Albert  Pike  Lodge  of  Perfection  No. 

A.AS.R.M.,  March  4th  in  New 
Orleans. 

A  member  of  the  Carrollton 
CJwcto  for  a  little  over  a  year,  Mr. 
Waggoner  is  on  the  Official  Board, 
a  member  of  the  Evening  Choir,  and 
the  Public  Relations  Committee.  As 
amateur  photographer  he  has  volun- 
teererf  his  service  in  this  capacity, 
ar<d  has  done  a  commendable  job  in 
Polishing  the  Bulletin  for  his 
'hurch. 

^ARCH  19,  1959 


Centenary 
College  News 

Centenary  College  was  represent¬ 
ed  February  20  at  the  annual  Career 
Day  at  West  Monroe  High  School  by 
Mrs.  Sue  Boydston,  enrollment 
counselor.  On  February  23,  Mrs. 
Boydston  represented  the  college  at 
the  Ruston  sub-district  MYF  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Minden.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 
is  pastor,  and  Rev.  John  Kellogg 
was  director  of  the  program.  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  Mrs.  Boydston  spoke  at  the 
Monroe  district  MYFF  meeting  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Mon¬ 
roe,  where  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman 
was  in  charge  of  the  program. 


The  Centenary  College  depart¬ 
ment  of  English  is  co-sponsoring  its 
second  conference  for  teachers  of 
English  on  the  local  campus  Satur¬ 
day  in  conjunction  with  the  Caddo 
Council  of  Teachers  of  English.  Dr. 
John  R.  Willingham,  professor  of 
English,  is  general  chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Mamie  Breazeale,  president  of 
the  Caddo  Council,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  morning  session.  The  confer¬ 
ence,  outgrowth  of  a  similar  event 
dealing  with  the  teaching  of  gram¬ 
mar  and  composition  and  held  last 
year,  will  stress  effective  teaching 
of  literature.  Junior  and  senior  high 
school  and  college  teachers  of  Eng¬ 
lish  froip  throughout  Caddo  and 
Bossier  Parishes  will  attend  the 
event. 


The  Colfax  Methodist  Church  had 
a  fellowship  supper  recently  and  had 
Ned  Randolph  as  honor  guest.  Ned 
gave  a  report  and  showed  slides  on 
his  recent  visit  to  Washington  in  the 
interest  of  scouting.  Ned  was  one 
of  twelve  scouts  in  the  nation  who 
was  selected  on  "The  Report  to  the 
Nation"  Explorer.  He  represented 
Region  Five,  which  included  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
West  Florida,  and  Tennessee.  Ned 
has  received  The  God  and  Country 
Away,  is  an  Eagle  Scout  and  a  Silver 
Explorer.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  local 
MYF. 


Approximately  40  young  people 
of  the  Ruston  District  participated 
in  a  Christian  Career  Clinic  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Homer, 
on  Saturday,  March  7.  Rev.  Ladill 
J.  Futch  of  Marion,  Ruston  District 
director  of  youth,  was  in  general 
charge  of  the  clinic. 


Seven  church  related  vocations 
were  presented;  these  vocations 
and  their  leaders  were  as  follows: 


Historic  Felicity  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  host  to  the  recent  Workshop  on  the  Inner-City 
Church,  sponsored  jointly  by  Dr.  Robert  A.  McKibben, 
director  of  the  Department  of  City  Work  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  Church  Extension  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent. 

This  building  is  now  the  oldest  extant  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  being  re-built  after  a  fire,  in 
1888. 

Two  former  Pastors  of  Felicity  were  elected  Bishops 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Holland  N. 
McTyeire,  and  Linus  Parker.  The  energetic  pastor  today, 
is  Rev.  W.  M.  Finnin. 

Among  those  participating  in  the  Workshop  on  the 
Inner-City  Church  were  Dr.  McKibben,  Dr.  Virgil  D. 


Morris,  chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Rickey.  They  are  shown,  upper  right,  above,  in  front  of 
a  new,  large  city  map,  showing  the  location  of  10  of  the 
churches  in  the  inner-city  area  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension  has  played 
an  important  part  in  the  development  of  Methodism  in 
New  Orleans.  They  are  shown,  lower  right,  above,  I.  to  r., 
front  row,  C.  B.  Prescott,  Walter  Harris,  Al  Hanson,  and 
Dr.  N.  H.  Melbert;  back  row,  Sharpe  Stanfield,  Dan 
Egan,  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey,  chairman.  Rev.  Ed.  Barksdale, 
District  Missionary  Secretary,  and  Howard  Daughen- 
baugh,  Sr.,  District  Lay  Leader. 

Other  members  of  the  Committee  who  were  not 
present  are,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Cadwallader,  Henry  Walt  her, 
Jr.,  Taylor  Cattery,  and  Edgar  E.  Cayard. 


Pastoral  ministry,  Rev.  Merlin  W. 
Merrill  of  Minden; 

Christian  Education,  Estil  Allen 
of  Shreveport; 

Christian  Missions,  Rev.  Jim 
Woodward  of  Ruston; 

Music,  A.  E.  Tellingbuicen  of 
Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston; 

Religious  Journalism,  Rev.  Ewing 
T.  Wayland  of  Little  Rock; 

General,  Miss  Tennie  V.  Severston 
of  Monroe; 

Adult  Worker,  Miss  Louise  Sharp 
of  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Ruston  District,  led  the  op¬ 
ening  devotion  and  Rev.  Robert  A. 
Shirley  of  Sibley  had  charge  of  the 
closing  worship  service. 

Presentation  of  opportunities  for 
college  training  were  also  presented 
to  the  youth. 

Leaders  of  the  clinic  expressed 
satisfaction  in  the  response  to  the 
program. 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  T  h  e  week  of  March  22nd, 
Week  3  of  the  EMC,  is  prin¬ 
cipally  a  week  of  preparation 
for  the  meeting  of  the  group 
which  will  estimate  the  finan¬ 
cial  potential  of  the  church. 

2.  On  March  29th,  the  group 
meets  to  estimate  the  giving 
of  the  congregation.  (On  this 
same  day  the  Congregational 
Dinner  on  April  14th  is  an¬ 
nounced. 

3.  On  March  30th,  the  estimates 
the  above  group  has  made 
are  averaged  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  others  from  his  com¬ 
mittee.  (See  page  28  of  the 
Manual) 

4.  These  average  estimates  are 
reviewed  by  a  committee 
composed  of  the  Pastor, 
Church  Treasurer,  Resources 
Chairman  on  March  31st. 

5.  On  April  2nd,  the  Program 
and  Resources  Committee 
meets  to  compare  the  pro¬ 
gram  proposals  from  the 
Commissions,  and  the  finan¬ 
cial  potential  of  the  church. 

6.  On  April  4th,  a  letter  (A-l  on 
page  35  of  the  Manual)  an¬ 
nouncing  the  Congregational 
Dinner  is  mailed. 
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Maxie-Iota  M.Y.F.  Group  Takes  Bus  Trip 
To  Baton  Rouge  To  Visit  Various  Places 


Alcohol  Studies 
School  To  Be 
Held  April  3-5 

The  Louisiana  Conference  MYF 
Council,  with  the  guidance  of  Miss 
Emogene  Dunlap,  representative 
from  the  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  has  planned  the  first  Youth 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies  to  be 
held  in  our  Conference.  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  MYF  School  of  Al¬ 
cohol  Studies  will  be  held  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  Lou¬ 
isiana,  on  April  3,  4,  and  5. 

Registration  will  be  open  to  the 
first  125  senior  high  or  older  youth 
whose  applications  reach  the  office 
of  the  Registrar,  Miss  Louise  Sharp; 
P.O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana;  by  March  30. 

The  cost  of  attending  the  School 
has  been  set  at  six  dollars.  This  fee 
will  include  meals,  resource  ma¬ 
terials,  insurance,  and  other  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  meeting.  Housing  will 
be  provided  by  residents  of  the 
Alexandria  and  Pineville  area. 

This  school,  by  the  use  of  talks, 
panel  discussions,  drama,  and  role 
playing  on  such  subjects  as  “Why 
Do  People  Drink  or  Not  Drink?”, 
“How  Does  Drinking  Affect  Soci¬ 
ety?”,  “What  Does  The  Bible  Say 
About  Drinking?”,  “What  Does  The 
Church  Say  About  Drinking?”, 
“Who  Is  An  Alcoholic  and  How  Can 
You  Help  People?”,  “What  Is  The 
Methodist  Church  Doing  About  the 
Problems  of  Alcohol?”,  “How  Do 
You  Face  Pressures?”,  and  “Point 
of  Honor”,  will  present  the  facts 
concerning  alcohol  and  the  problems 
involved.  From  this  it  is  hoped  that 
the  individual  can  decide  for  him¬ 
self  the  answer  to  the  ever-present 
auestion:  “Should  Christians 
Drink?”. 


The  M.Y.F.  group  of  the  Maxie- 
Iota  Methodist  Church  visited  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  on  February  28.  A  bus 
was  chartered  for  this  event. 

Upon  arrival  at  Baton  Rouge  the 
group  visited  the  School  of  the 
Blind.  Here  they  were  shown  how 
the  blind  children  are  taught  to 
read  and  write  by  the  Brail  method. 

The  group  then  was  taken  on  a 
tour  of  the  new  State  Capitol  build¬ 
ing. 

After  lunch  they  visited  an  air¬ 
port  and  The  First  Methodist 
Church.  At  the  church  they  were 
shown  through  the  sanctuary  and 
the  recreational  center. 

The  group  then  returned  to  Crow¬ 
ley  late  Saturday  afternoon.  Ac¬ 
companying  the  group  on  this  trip 
were  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Adams 
and  several  adults  of  the  Maxie- 
Iota  Church. 

A  very  enjoyable  time  was  re¬ 
ported  by  everyone  who  went  on 
this  trip. 

WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Dal-Gra 

The  Dal-Gra  Sub-district  met 
February  23,  at  White  Hall  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Redfield  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  presented  a  program 
about  “What  Every  Christian  Be¬ 
lieves.”  The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  vice-president,  James 
Duncan.  There  were  78  youth  at  the 
meeting.  Redfield  won  the  percent¬ 
age  banner  with  85%  of  their  total 
attendance  over  the  past  month.  The 
meeting  was  then  turned  over  to 
Rev.  John  Hassler.  He  told  the  sub¬ 
district  what  the  youth  of  the  con¬ 
ference  are  to  be  doing. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Car¬ 
thage  Methodist  Church.  White  Hall 
will  present  the  program. 


Shown  are,  left  to  right,  Ernest  Arnold  of  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Miss  Virginia  Van  Pelt,  Carrollton  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  and 
Raymond  Vonderhaar,  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  They  are  a 
part  of  the  cast  of  the  Resurrection  Pageant  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Easter  Sun-Rise  Service  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

The  costumes  were  designed  by  a  committee  which  included  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Finnin,  Miss  Grace  Wasmer — both  members  of  the  Delta  Sub-District— 
and  Miss  VanZandt  of  the  North-West  Sub-District.  The  Woman's  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  each  local  church  in  the  New  Orleans  District  made 
the  costume  for  the  youth  representing  their  church  in  the  pageant. 

The  cast  of  the  Pageant  include:  Virginia  Van  Pelt,  Carrollton;  Linda 
Rosentreter,  Algiers;  Judy  Tucker,  St.  Luke;  Herb  Briley,  St.  Mathew;  Mar¬ 
shall  Brown,  Jefferson;  Buddy  Sanchez,  Gretna-Loretta,  Felicity;  Raymond 
Vonderhaar,  First  Church;  Ernest  Arnold,  Napoleon  Ave.;  Sue  Ellen  Fahran- 
Backer,  St.  Bernard;  Billy  Campbell,  Parker  Memorial;  Bill  Stacy,  Rayne; 
Clara  Hughart,  St.  James;  Sherry  Henderson,  Castle  Manor;  Judy  Martin, 
Munholland;  Marjorie  Thomas,  Lake  Vista;  Judy  Spain,  Gentilley;  Kim 
Man  is,  Elysian  Fields;  and  Florence  Robertson,  Metairie.  The  tomb  was 
built  by  the  MYF  of  Elysian  Fields.  The  pageant  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee — Miss  Dianne  Walls,  Miss  Marilyn  Mitchell,  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Wigle. 


r - ] 

Louisiana  Conference  MYF  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 

First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  La. 

April  3-5  j 

NAME: _ BOY: - GIRL: -  a 

ADDRESS: _ — - — - -  1 

CHURCH: _ _ _ CHARGE: - — -  j 

DISTRICT:- _ _ _ _ _ — -  jj 

GRADE  IN  SCHOOL: - jj 

In  case  of  emergency  notify: - a 


Mail  with  $6.00  to:  Miss  Louis*  Sharp;  Box  4156;  Shreveport.  La. 
It  must  reach  this  address  by  March  30,  1959. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Bunkie 

A  Deputation  Team  from  the 
Baton  Rouge,  visited  the  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  Bunkie,  La.,  Sunday,  February 
15th. 

At  the  5:30  Vesper  Service,  Earl 
Taylor  brought  an  inspirational 
message  on  “What  Methodists  Be¬ 
lieve.”  After  the  Worship  Service  a 
very  informative  panel  discussion 
was  held,  with  the  M.Y.F.,  on  the 
work  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  and 
then  a  fellowship  hour  was  enjoyed 

Other  members  of  the  team  were, 
Eleanor  Mitchell,  Don  Cameron, 
Vernon  Sylvest,  Frank  Houston  and 
John  Gunn. 


Ringgold 

Ringgold  M.Y.F.  entertained  the 
Sub-District  for  the  February  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  fine  program  on  the  evils 
of  alcohol  and  its  effect  on  youth. 

Showing  a  picture  which  was  se¬ 
cured  from  the  Conference  Boar 
of  Education.  . 

Refreshments  served  were  deli¬ 
cious  sandwiches,  cakes  and  drin 
at  the  close. 

Ninety-six  youth  were  present- 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  McDonnell  Methodist  Center,  Mrs.  C.  R.  McCammon, 
secretary  of  youth,  and  Miss  Fae  Daves,  St.  Mark's  Center,  participated  in 
the  program  at  the  dinner  honoring  youth. 


Mrs.  Sam  Dunbar,  New  Orleans,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron,  Shreveport,  and 
M's.  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  Ruston,  were  nominated  by  the  conference  to  the 
jurisdiction  for  election  to  the  Board  of  Missions. 

^ARCH  19,  1959 


Pictured  at  Louisiana  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 


Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  secretary  of  spiritual  life,  and  Miss  Ella  Hooper, 
retired  deaconess,  light  the  missionary  candle  which  burned  continuously 
throughout  the  meeting. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Circle  No.  1  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service,  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Nashville, 
met  Monday  afternoon  February 
16th,  with  Mrs.  W.  C.  Lewis,  with 
16  members  present.  After  a  busi¬ 
ness  session  conducted  by  the  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  U.  C.  Rhodes,  an  inspir¬ 
ing  discussion  of  the  6th  chapter  of 
Isaiah,  directed  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Hop- 
son,  was  had  which  was  followed 
by  a  social  hour. 


The  Atkins  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  studied  “Isaiah 
Speaks”  during  the  month  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  four  meetings  were  in  the 
homes  of  members  with  good  at¬ 
tendance  at  each  meeting.  Mrs.  Earl 
Horton  of  Russellville  taught  the 
class.  This  was  the  fourth  class  she 
has  taught  this  year.  The  last  ses¬ 
sion  was  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Spicer.  The  playlet  “Behold  Your 
God,”  was  given  with  the  following 
ladies  taking  part,  Mrs.  Reece  Ale- 
mine,  Mrs.  John  Berkemeyer,  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Spicer,  Mrs.  Turnea  Hambelt 
and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Hughey.  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Conway  District  Mrs. 
Coud  Hughes  of  Russellville  was  a 
guest.  Twelve  members  were  in 
the  class  with  thirteen  visitors.  As 
result  of  study  the  society  placed 
the  book  “The  Prophet”  in  the  city 
library. 

Mrs.  Spicer  assisted  by  Mrs.  Nan¬ 
cy  Young  and  Mrs.  John  Berkemey¬ 
er  served  tea  and  cookies.  This  is 
the  second  jurisdictional  study  this 
year  for  the  Atkins  Society. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Hughey,  reporter 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Caraway 
Methodist  Church  has  completed  the 
study  “Understanding  Other  Cul¬ 
tures”  by  Ina  Corinne  Brown.  Dates 
of  the  sessions  were  February  2,  3, 
11,  12  and  the  attendance  averaged 
93%. 


Pine  Bluff 
Committee  Meets 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Pine  Bluff  District  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  met 
February  18th,  1959  at  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Eng¬ 
lish  of  Sheridan  is  the  new  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  she  presided.  Other  offi¬ 
cers  are:  Mrs.  Howard  Spurlock, 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Underhill,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Ol- 
cott,  Jr.,  Mrs.  U.  V.  White,  Mrs. 
Tommy  Shell,  Mrs  Waple  Lang¬ 
ston,  Mrs  W.  E.  Arnold,  Mrs.  T.  L. 
Greenlee,  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Marshall,  Mrs.  Ruby  Lee  Jack- 
son  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
all  of  Pine  Bluff.  Also,  Mrs.  Claude 
Clark  and  Mrs.  W.  N.  Hargrove  of 
Stuttgart,  Mrs.  Jack  Williams  of 
Sheridan,  Mrs.  Robert  Kirkwood  of 
Altheimer  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Lovett  of 
Grady. 

All  officers  had  very  good  reports 
of  the  years  work  and  Mrs.  English 
urged  all  members  to  attend  the 
Annual  Meeting  which  will  be  held 
in  Pine  Bluff  at  the  Carr  Memorial 
Church  April  15th.  She  also  an¬ 
nounced  that  there  would  be  a 
scholarship  given  to  the  local  soci¬ 
ety  having  the  greatest  percentage 
of  officers  present.  Dr.  E.  C.  Rule, 
District  Superintendent  came  in  for 
a  brief  visit. 


Mrs.  M.  D.  Dennis  was  leader  and 
Mrs.  Clifford  Rotton  gave  the  devo- 
tionals.  Pastor  of  the  church  is 
Charles  Thompson. 

At  the  close  of  the  study  an  of¬ 
fering  was  made  which  will  be  sent 
to  CARE.  Names  of  all  junior  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  church  school  were  list¬ 
ed  and  one  name  drawn.  The  one 
selected  was  Coleen  Barrett,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Barrett.  The 
CARE  package  will  be  sent  in  her 
name  and  the  recipient  asked  to 
write. 


Miss  Sue  Batton,  secretary  of  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Dameron,  vice-president,  inspect  the  literature. 
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ARK.  7  NEWS 


Christian  Education 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Annual  Louisiana  Conference  Laboratory 
School,  Broadmoor  Church,  June  21-26 

The  Annual  Louisiana  Conference  laboratory  school  for  the  training 
of  church  school  workers  will  be  held  June  21-26  at  the  Broadmoor  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport,  according  to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Education,  sponsoring 
agency  of  the  school. 

According  to  Dr.  Sloane,  “The  laboratory  school  will  be  of  value  to 
all  teachers,  church  school  superintendents,  pastors,  and  other  persons  re¬ 
lated  to  the  church  school  program.  However,  since  attendance  is  limited 
at  the  laboratory  school,  leaders  are  asking  that  only  those  who  have  had 
experience  in  teaching  in  local  church  schools  and  those  who  have  had 
some  leadership  training  register  for  this  school.” 

Living  quarters  will  be  in  one  of  the  girl’s  dormitories  at  Centenary 
College.  There  will  be  no  provisions  for  children  there.  Those  attending 
are  asked  to  bring  sheets,  pillows,  towels,  wash  cloths,  and  soap.  Regis¬ 
trants  may  needs  a  light  blanket,  as  the  buildings  are  air  conditioned. 
Also,  bring  Bible,  literature  for  - 


classes  (you  will  be  notified  which 
unit  will  be  used  as  soon  as  you 
register).  There  will  be  books  for 
sale,  free  materials  to  get,  books  to 
read  and  use  during  the  school. 

Leaders  hope  to  have  all  registra¬ 
tions  in  by  May  15.  If  a  registration 
is  sent  in,  it  may  be  used  by  another 
person  from  the  same  church  in 
event  the  first  person  is  unable  to 
attend. 

Quotas  Are  As  Follows  By  Dis¬ 
trict: 

Nursery  . .  1  per  District 

Kindergarten  .  2  per  District 

Primary  .  2  per  District 

Junior  .  2  per  District 

Intermediate  .  2  per  District 

Senior  .  2  per  District 

Persons  can  be  registered  only  for 
the  entire  school,  and  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  all  sessions  in  the 
age  group  for  which  they  register. 
There  can  be  no  visitors,  because  of 
the  nature  of  Laboratory  Work.  An 
excellent  staff  has  been  secured, 
and  plans  are  under  way  for  a 
splendid  school. 

This  will  be  the  second  confer¬ 
ence  wide  Laboratory  School  for 
Louisiana.  It  will  be  a  school  giving 
practical  help  to  workers  in  each 
age  group — Nursery  through  Senior 
High.  In  Lab  School  workers  study 


N.A.  Conf.  Notes 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

As  the  warmer  weather  approach¬ 
es  it  is  time  to  bring  in  new  church 
school  members  and  secure  better 
average  attendance  of  all. 

Many  of  our  church  schools  are 
showing  good  gains  in  church  school 
membership  and  in  attendance,  but 
we  have  a  large  group  of  churches 
that  are  having  even  a  decrease  in 
membership  and  attendance.  Some 
of  these  are  loosing  members  from 
their  communities,  but  many  of 
these  churches  still  have  about  them 
many  unreached  people  for  whom 
the  church  school  is  responsible. 
What  is  your  church  school  doing  to 
reach  the  unreached? 

Does  your  school  have  a  good 
superintendent  of  Membership  and 
attendance,  a  good  membership 
prospect  list,  and  a  plan  to  enlist 

how  to  teach  religion  creatively, 
see  actual  teaching  being  done,  and 
assist  in  the  teachings.  Regular  units 
from  our  own  Methodist  curriculum 
will  be  used. 


Glenwood  and 
Mt.  Ida  Churches 
Have  Joint  Study 

The  Methodist  churches  at  Glen¬ 
wood  and  Mount  Ida,  Ark.,  have 
completed  a  joint  church- wide  study 
on  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  The  study 
was  planned  by  Mrs.  John  Rushing 
of  Glenwood,  who  is  District  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Education,  Mrs. 
George  Jackson,  Sr.,  Mount  Ida, 
Sec.  Missionary  Education,  and  Mrs. 
Ansel  Weaver,  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  at  Glenwood.  The 
first  meeting  was  held  at  Glenwood 
on  Sunday  evening,  January  18,  at 
which  time  Mrs.  Bill  Whittington  of 
Mount  Ida  spoke  on  Alaska.  She  has 
spent  several  years  in  Alaska  and 
taught  in  the  schools  at  Fairbanks. 
Mrs.  Whittington  illustrated  her 
talk  with  slides  and  maps. 

On  February  1,  the  group  met  at 
Mount  Ida.  Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison, 
pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Hot  Springs  was  guest  speaker. 
He  showed  films  made  while  he  and 
Mrs.  Harrison  were  on  a  trip  to 
Hawaii  and  Alaska. 

On  February  8,  Glenwood  was 
host  to  Mount  Ida  for  a  pot  luck 
supper.  The  concluding  session  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Ansel  Weaver  and 
Mrs.  John  Rushing  of  Glenwood,  at 
which  time  an  offering  was  taken 
for  the  Alaskan  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty.  Average  attendance  for  the  study 
was  about  80.  Rev.  John  W.  Rush¬ 
ing  is  pastor  at  Glenwood  and  Rev. 
Joe  Hunter  is  pastor  at  Mount  Ida. 

these  prospects  in  the  church  school. 

Many  of  our  churches  have  a  large 
number  of  members  who  are  not 
members  of  the  church  school.  Some 
of  these  could  be  encouraged  to  be¬ 
come  members  of  the  church  school. 
They  too  need  the  church  school. 


To  register  fill  out  the  following  and  mail  to: 

Mrs.  E,  L.  McKay,  Director,  P.  O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  La. 

Enclosed  find  $6.00  (check,  money  order,  cash)  for  my  advance  registration  for  Laboratory 
School,  June  21-26,  1959  at  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La. 

LIMITED  TO  TEACHERS  WHO  HAVE  ATTENDED  A  LEADERSHIP  SCHOOL 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 

CHURCH— 


.CITY- 


SECTION:  NURSERY. 
JUNIOR - 


KINDERGARTEN. 


PRIMARY- 


INTERMEDIATE— 


SENIOR. 


Are  you  experienced  in  this  age  group  ?. 


Have  you  attended  a  Leadership  School? - ■ - — - — 

Please  check  age  group  you  wish  to  attend  and  answer  the  last  two  questions. 

Cost  other  than  registration:  Meal  ticket  Monday  thru  Friday  noon  $9.75;  Room  $1.00  per  night 


Alcohol  Essay- 
Speech  Finalists 
To  Meet  April  3 

Finalists  in  the  annual  Louisiana 
Conference  Alcohol  Essay-Speech 
Contest  will  contend  for  top  honors 
at  Alexandria,  Friday,  April  3rd 
The  judging  will  be  held  at  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  at  4:00  p.  m.  and 
will  bring  together  eight  district 
winners  from  over  the  state.  First 
place  winner  will  receive  an  award 
of  $100,  second  place  $50,  and  third 
place  $25.  Each  of  the  finalists  re¬ 
ceives  $10. 

The  contest  is  sponsored  annually 
by  the  Conference  Boards  of  Tem¬ 
perance  and  Education.  Contestants 
are  judged  on  a  point  system  cov¬ 
ering  content,  originality,  delivery, 
persuasiveness  and  development  of 
subject  matter.  The  winner  will  be 
guest  and  will  speak  at  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  MYF  Assembly  in 
Shreveport,  June  8-12.  Arrangement 
for  the  contest  finals  this  year  are 
being  made  by  the  Reverend  Roy 
L.  Garrett,  District  Director  of  Tem¬ 
perance  in  the  Alexandria  District. 


Methodist  Good  Will  Tour 

TO  THE  BIBLE  LANDS 
AND  EUROPE 

Sponsored  by 

SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS 
METHODIST  CONFERENCE 

Summer  of  1959 

Under  the  personal  directorship 
of 

DR.  KARL  QUIMBY 

American  Bible  Society, 
New  York 

Tour  leaves  New  York 
July  23.  1959 

and  returns  to  New  York 
September  1 

Cost  approximately  $1,996.00 

A  PILGRIM  ASSOCIATES 
TOUR 

Travel  arrangements  by 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  WORLD 
TRAVEL  SERVICE 

THIS  IS  YOUR  INVITATION 
lo  enroll  now! 

This  will  prove  a  remarkable 
experience 

The  torn:  will  visit  world  famous 
beauty  spots 

It  will  hold  conferences  with  im¬ 
portant  leaders  of  both  Church 
and  State 

It  will  visit  particular  Methodisi 
churches  and  leaders 

The  week  in  the  Holy  Land  will 
make  the  Bible  come  alive  m 
a  new  way 

It  will  refresh  a  man’s  ministry 
and  provide  him  with  a  new 
vision  of  the  world -wide 
Church 

Enroll  with  Rev.  Farrell  Jenkins, 
415  E.  Broadway, 
Centralia,  Illinois 
or  Rev.  Karl  Quimby, 

450  Park  Avenue, 

New  York  22,  New  York 
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Your  Offerings, 
This  Entrance 


To  A  Christian 
Home  Is  Made 


This  Entrance,  Homeless  Children 
Find...  Love..  .Understanding... 
And  Christian  Guidance. 


EASTER  SUNDAY,  MARCH  29,  IS 


Offerings  Received  On  Easter  Sunday  And  Harvest  Day  In  Oc¬ 
tober  Are  The  Sole  Means  of  Support  For  This  Great  Ministry 
of  Methodism  For  Those  Who  Need  God's  Love  —  Homeless 
Children. 

OFFERINGS  SHOULD  BE  SENT  TO: 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
RUSTON,  LOUISIANA 


^ARCH  19,  1959 
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Bishop  Ward?s  Last 
Act:  Ordination 

A  dramatic  story  has  recently  come  to 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  from 
Hong  Kong  and  Taiwan.  It  tells  of 
what  was  perhaps  the  last  conscious 
act  of  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward,  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  and  missionary  in  China 
for  almost  50  years.  Bishop  Ward  died 
December  10  in  a  Hong  Kong  hospital. 
The  act  of  ordination  was  written  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Miron  A.  Morrill,  the 
Methodist  news  correspondent  in  Tai¬ 
wan  and  a  long-time  friend  of  Bishop 
Ward. 


AUDIO-VISUAL 
PROBLEMS 


Startling  Facts  on  Lotteries 
And  Their  Effect  on  Morality 


Use  Our 
Complete, 
Convenient, 

RENTAL  SERVICE 


RENT— 

•  Projectors 

•  Record  Players 

•  Recorders 

•  Sound  Equipment 

•  And  Other  Needs 

QcMqfactd 

COMPANY 
FR  5-4661 
206  Main  little  Rock,  Ark. 


LOTTERIES,  LAWS  AND 
MORALS,  by  Judge  Francis  Em¬ 
mett  Williams,  retired  jurist  from 
the  St.  Louis  Circuit  Court,  Vant¬ 
age  Press,  New  York,  338  pages, 
$5. 


Three  young  Chinese  ministers  of 
the  Methodist  Church  will  never 
forget  how  they  were  ordained  dea¬ 
cons. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Conference 
Sunday  of  the  Taiwan-Hong  Kong 
Provisional  Annual  Conference, 
Moses  Lee,  Lincoln  Leung  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Peng  went  to  the  apartment 
of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ralph  A.  Ward, 
high  on  the  hill  behind  Hong  Kong, 
the  Pearl  of  the  Orient,  looking 
down  upon  its  busy  harbor.  With 
them  went  all  the  ordained  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference,  a  small 
group. 

There  they  knelt  at  the  beside  of 
Bishop  Ward.  The  bishop,  fatally 
ill,  put  out  his  hand  and  laid  it  upon 
the  head  of  each,  saying  with  Mrs. 
Ward’s  help,  “Take  thou  authority 
to  exercise  the  office  of  a  deacon  in 
the  Church  of  God;  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Amen.” 

Then,  with  a  sudden  access  of 
strength,  Bishop  Ward  said,  “Go  .  .  . 
Go  and  preach.”  After  that  he  sank 
back  upon  his  pillow,  too  weak  to 
carry  on. 

Four  days  later,  Bishop  Ward  died 
after  49  years  of  service  to  the 
people  of  China  and  to  the  Christian 
church  in  China. 

Mr.  Lee  is  serving  at  Wesley  Vil¬ 
lage,  Methodisi  social  resettlement 
project  in  Hong  Kong,  and  Mr. 
Leung  in  the  Kowloon  Methodist 
church  of  Hong  Kong  and  in  the 
rooftop  ministry  to  refugees  from 
the  mainland.  Mr.  Peng  is  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  in  the  Methodist  church 
of  Tainan,  Taiwan. 


Here  is  a  way  to  end 
Your  Church's  .  .  . 


Our  rash  of  television  quiz  shows 
are  lotteries,  says  this  learned  writer 
who  has  made  a  study  of  the  entire 
lottery  field  from  early  colonial  days 
till  now,  and  as  such  deteriorate  our 
modern  life  and  lower  our  standards 
of  morality. 

This  1958  book  is  still  not  late 
enough  to  include  a  discussion  of  the 
state  today  of  these  quiz  shows  on 
television,  which  are  affected  by  the 
natural  results  of  lotteries  in  gen¬ 
eral.  Deception  is  charged  and  is  a 
basic  ingredient  of  lottery  promo¬ 
tion. 

The  author  charges  that  in  vari¬ 
ous  instances  court  decisions  have 
/  been  based  on  wrong  legal  premises 
and  have  in  that  way  encouraged 
the  acceptance  of  lotteries  on  a 
grand  scale.  He  even  includes  de¬ 
cisions  handed  down  by  the  U.S. 
supreme  court  and  urges  that  only 
persons  with  adequate  legal  back¬ 
ground  be  made  members  of  that 
august  body. 

This  is  a  really  masterful  book, 
approaching  the  subject  from  vari¬ 
ous  angles  and  using  history  as  a 
background  in  a  proper  judicial 
manner. 

A  good  jurist,  unlike  many  who  | 
are  not  jurists  at  all,  never  relies  on 
the  common  excuse  that  if  some¬ 
thing  has  been  done  before  it  must 
be  right  and  acceptable. 

Lotteries  are  well  interlarded  in 
our  national  history.  As  the  author 
says:  “One  of  the  many  hundreds  of 
lotteries  in  which  patrons  lost  heav¬ 
ily  on  their  investment  through  cor¬ 
ruption,  swindling  and  embezzle¬ 


ment  was  the  “Grand”  National  Lot¬ 
tery  which  had  its  drawing  in  the 
city  of  Washington  in  1823.” 

There  was  a  Missouri  Lottery  in 
the  early  days,  “wresting  many  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  from  its  victims,” 
says  Judge  Williams. 

One  shudders  at  the  unwholesome 
and  demoralizing  results  of  lotteries 
back  to  Thomas  Jefferson’s  time 
when  he  was  permitted  to  set  up  a 
public  lottery  to  save  his  magnifi¬ 
cent  home  from  forced  sale  to  pay 
his  debts. 

Judge  Williams  urges  a  careful 
consideration  of  lotteries,  laws  and 
the  effects  of  them  on  our  morals. 
He  has  carefully  written  this  book 
as  a  conservative  writer  should  but 
his  revelations  on  the  subject  are 
indeed  startling.  It  is  time  our  pub¬ 
lic  leaders  and  we  ordinary  citizens 
paid  attention  to  his  conclusions  as 
well  as  his  array  of  facts. 


Sutures  Contributed 

Thirty  oversees  missionary  hos¬ 
pitals,  served  by  missionary  sur¬ 
geons  of  the  Methodist  Church  are 
the  beneficiaries  of  some  4,000  lbs. 
of  surgical  sutures  contributed  by 
the  American  Cyanamid  Company, 
of  Danbury,  Conn.  The  sutures  ap¬ 
proximate  4329  dozen  in  number, 
and  have  a  commercial  value  of 
$16,600.  The  material  was  received 
by  Dr.  Harold  N.  Brewster,  medical 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  purchased 
for  export,  and  is  now  en  route  to 
hospitals. 

“These  thirty  Methodist  hospitals, 
in  seventeen  countries,  do  a  great 
deal  of  surgery,”  says  Dr.  Brewster, 
“and  this  suture  material  will  be  of 
tremendous  help.  It  is  very  seldom 
that  patients  in  the  missionary  hos¬ 
pitals  can  pay  the  cost  of  their  care, 
so  this  will  help  the  hospitals  very 
greatly.” 
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Obituaries 

JOHNSON — Mrs.  Richard  E.  John¬ 
son,  of  Plaquemine,  the  former  Emi¬ 
ly  Sparks,  died  on  the  morning  of 
Feb.  26  at  English  Manor  Nursing 
Home  in  Baton  Rouge.  She  would 
have  celebrated  her  102nd  birthday 
March  25. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.  and  came  to  Louisiana 
when  she  was  quite  young  with  her 
parents  the  late  Daniel  C.  and  Ame¬ 
lia  Lemman  Sparks.  The  family  set¬ 
tled  on  a  large  plantation  in  the 
north  portion  of  Iberville  parish. 

She  was  first  married  to  Clarence 
C.  DeLano,  an  engineer  on  the  old 
Louisiana-Central  Railroad.  After 
his  death  she  later  married  Richard 
C.  Johnson,  who  also  preceded  her 
in  death.  Mrs.  Johnson’s  later  years 
were  spent  in  Plaquemine  where 
she  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church. 

Until  only  a  few  years  ago,  even 
though  she  lived  about  a  mile  from 
church,  she  attended  services  regu¬ 
larly  and  was  a  regular  communi¬ 
cant.  Quite  frequently  she  walked 
to  services. 

In  the  fall  of  1955  after  her  eye¬ 
sight  began  to  fail  and  she  became 
feeble,  needing  constant  nursing 
care  she  went  to  English  Manor. 
She  had  been  a  bed  patient  for 
about  two  years  after  a  fall  in  which 
she  suffered  a  broken  hip. 

She  was  a  daily  reader  of  the 
Bible  and  after  her  eyesight  began 
to  fail  she  used  a  magnifying  glass. 
About  four  months  ago  she  realized 
she  would  not  be  able  to  read  her 
Bible  any  more  so  she  gave  it  to  a 
niece. 

Mrs.  Johnson  had  two  brothers 
and  five  sisters,  all  of  whom  pre¬ 
ceded  her  in  death.  One  of  her 
brothers  was  Stephen  R.  Sparks, 
father  of  Stephen  C.  Sparks,  Del- 
ber  A.  Sparks,  William  H.  Sparks 
and  Miss  Mattie  Mae  Sparks  of 
Plaquemine;  Mrs.  Frank  Phillips 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Dias  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Chapman  of 
Belleflower,  Calif.  Among  her  sur- 
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vivors  is  another  nephew,  Law¬ 
rence  E.  Briggs  of  Jennings  whom 
she  had  reared  as  her  own  son. 

Other  nieces  and  nephews  are 
Mrs.  Mabel  Hurley  of  Lake  Charles, 
Mrs.  Bertha  S'aurage  of  Beaumont, 
Tex.,  Calvin  Briggs  and  James  C. 
Sparks  of  Baton  Rouge,  William 
E.  Sparks,  Samuel  L.  Sparks,  and 
Newson  L.  Sparks,  all  of  Marin- 
gouin,  and  Graver  Lee  Sparks  of 
Grosse  Tete. 

Final  rites  were  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  here  with  the 
Rev.  William  J.  Reid  officiating. 


ADAMS  —  Whereas,  the  passing  of 
Mr.  Clayton  Ellis  Adams,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1959,  brings  sorrow  to  the 
entire  membership  of  the  Greens- 
burg  Methodist  Church,  it  is  a  sor¬ 
row  that  is  accompanied  with  a 
grateful  remembrance  of  Clayton’s 
Christian  life  and  service. 

We  remember  the  goodness  of  his 
life; 

We  remember  his  quite  devotion 
to  God; 

We  remember  the  high  respect 
accorded  him  by  his  fellowman; 

We  remember  his  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  his  family; 

We  remember  his  steadfast  loyal¬ 
ty  to  his  church; 

We  remember  his  regular  atten¬ 
dance  upon  the  Worship  Ser¬ 
vices; 

We  remember  how  he  cared  for 
the  property  of  the  Church, 
often  working  with  his  own 
hands  to  improve  and  maintain 

it; 

We  remember  how  he  worked  to 
get  the  New  Church  built  and 
paid  for; 

We  remember  his  faithful  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  Steward,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Official  Board. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  by  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Greensburg 
Methodist  Church,  in  session  on 
March  1,  1959,  that  this  record  of 
Remembrance  be  made  a  part  of 
the  permanent  minutes  of  said 
Board,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  Gladys  Adams,  and 
to  the  Louisiana  Methodist, 
s/  Cleon  Hutchinson 

Chairman  Official  Board 
s/  Othello  D.  Yarborough 
Secretary  Official  Board 
s/  Rev.  J.  A.  Knight 
Pastor 


ATCHLEY  —  Mr.  Oliver  Andrew 
Atchley,  a  native  of  Arkansas  and 
a  life  long  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
Niece,  Miss  Willie  Green,  at  Dal- 
ark,  Arkansas  on  February  3,  1959. 


Mr.  Atchley  served  as  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  for  the  Dal- 
ark  Church  School  for  19  years,  and 
was  faithful  to  the  Methodist  Church 
even  after  he  became  inactive. 

Mr.  Atchley  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Robert  Calvert  and  Carnelia  Ander¬ 
son  Atchley.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Pearl  Atchley  of  El  Do¬ 
rado,  Arkansas;  a  son,  Mr.  Elbert 
Atchley  of  El  Dorado;  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Lyle  Ponder  of  El  Do¬ 
rado,  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Warner,  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  two  Step  Daugh¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Walter  Reaves  of  El  Do¬ 
rado,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  McVey,  Sr.  of 
Houma,  La.;  two  grandchildren;  one 
great-grandchild,  and  several  nieces 
and  qephews  and  many  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Dalark  Methodist  Church  with  Rev. 
W.  A.  Lee  officiating. 


People  50  to  80 
Tear  Out  This  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to  find  out 
how  you  can  still  apply  for  a  $1,000 
life  insurance  policy  to  help  take 
care  of  final  expenses  without  bur¬ 
dening  your  family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today,  simply  giving  your 
name,  address  and  year  of  birth. 
Mail  to  Old  American  Insurance  Co., 
1  West  9th,  Dept.  L1507C,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


Are  these 
facts  about 
your  home 


TRUE  or  FALSE? 


>  You  put  electricity  to  work  in 
at  least  25  different  ways  in 
your  home.  It’s  at  your  serv¬ 
ice  at  all  hours,  in  every  room. 

TRUE. 


FALSE 


2 


Your  electric  service  takes  less 
than  3%  of  your  household 
budget— less  than  cigarettes  in 
many  families. 

TRUE. 


FALSE 


0  Every  single  dollar  in  your 
electric  bill  buys  twice  as  much 
of  this  helpful  electricity  today 
as  it  did  25  years  ago. 

TRUE. 


FALSE 


ANSWERS:  All  these  statements  are  true  for  the 
average  home.  They  are  probably  true  for 
yours  as  well.  Can  you  think  of  anything  else 
besides  electricity  that  gives  you  so  much  con¬ 
venience,  pleasure  and  value  for  your  money? 

ARKANSAS  jjjjfel  COMPANY 

HBXiMNO  BUILD  ABKANBAS 
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Revenue  Office  Must  Have  Waiver  Certificate 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Raid 


“As  If  You  Are  Going 
to  Live  Forever” 

The  evangelists  of  my  childhood 
used  to  admonish  us  to  live  each 
day  as  if  it  were  to  be  our  last — as 
if  we  were  “going  to  meet  Jesus  to¬ 
morrow  morning.”  And  many  of  our 
gospel  songs  urged  us  to  be  ready 
to  die  tonight — be  ready  to  face  our 
Maker  tomorrow  morning.  Of 
course,  life  expectancy  was  less  than 
it  is  today,  but  I’m  not  sure  how 
much  of  the  heart  of  a  normal  ten- 
year-old  could  go  into  even  such 
mild  words  as: 

“I’ll  live  today,  nor  anxious  be, 

Jesus,  my  Lord,  I  soon  shall  see; 

Glad  day!  Glad  day! 

Is  this  the  crowning  day?” 

Today,  however,  the  psychiatrists 
and  the  medical  profession — and,  I 
am  sure,  most  of  our  clergy  —  are 
telling  us  to  “live  each  day  as  if 
you  are  going  to  live  forever.”  This 
is  far  more  than  a  concession  to  the 
longevity  which  has  come  to  our 
generation  —  thanks  chiefly  to  the 
medical  and  related  professions.  De¬ 
spite  the  “fears”  that  seem  to  beset 
our  age  (perhaps  principally  among 
the  once-dominant  white  race),  we 
actually  live  amid  more  hope  than 
did  our  recent  ancestors.  It’s  not¬ 
iceable  in  little  things:  our  wives 
and  mothers  don’t  go  into  bonnets 
and  shawls  and  pass  into  semi-re¬ 
tirement  at  50  (Queen  Victoria  set¬ 
ting  the  style!);  and  when  did  you 
last  see  “widow’s  weeds”  atop  a 
smile-checked  youthful  face?  The 
men  who  rebel  at  retirement  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  through  hobbies,  recre¬ 
ation,  crafts  and  skills  abandoned 
in  earlier  years.  It  is  good  health 
and  good  religion  to  carry  on  as  if 
one  were  going  to  live  forever. 
(Perhaps  some  day  our  hymns  will 
catch  up  with  this  new  religious 
outlook!) 

Yet  the  emphases  and  the  point 
of  view  of  yesterday  and  of  today 
may  not  be  quite  as  far  apart  theo¬ 
logically  as  we  would  think.  Both 
those  who  would  be  momentarily 
ready  for  death  and  its  aftermath, 
and  those  who  would  live  today  as 
if  going  to  live  forever  have  this  in 
common:  they  both  anticipate  a  life 
after  this  life,  and  they  both  would 
prepare  for  it.  The  difference  is 
how  —  and  perhaps  when  —  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  that  life  after  this  life. 

Our  parents  seemed  to  think — 
though  they  may  not  have  expressed 
it  as  crudely  as  this — that  this  world 
was  evil,  and  that  escape  from  it 
was  the  highest  good.  So  perhaps 
the  ten-year-old  might  feel  that  his 
next  60  years  would  be  encumbered 
by  pain,  wrong,  sin — and  that  early 
escape  (“to  see  his  Master  soon”) 
would  be  a  blessing.  An  extreme 
of  such  a  philosophy,  of  course,  is 
found  in  those  monastic  orders  that 
hem  themselves  in  from  the  world 
and  spend  their  years  in  contem¬ 
plating  the  better  life  to  come  and 
“preparing”  themselves  for  it.  (I 
am  not  referring  to  the  orders  that 
add  to  this  a  noble  service  to  the 
sick  and  needy.)  What  loss  there 
has  been  to  human  welfare  and 
progress  by  “the  withdrawal  from 
the  world”  of  some  of  its  most  sens¬ 
itive  and  gifted  individuals  can 
never  be  measured. 

Today,  however,  many  think  of 
the  life  to  come  as  a  continuation 


Ministers  Desiring  Social  Security 
Coverage  Must  File  Before  April  15 

Ministers  desiring  coverage  under  Social  Security  must  file  a  Waiver 
Certificate  (Form  IRS  2031)  with  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  BEFORE 
April  15,  1959.  This  deadline  applies  to  any  ordained  commissioned  or 
licensed  minister  (including  Christian  Science  practitioners  and  members 
of  religious  orders  who  have  not  taken  a  vow  of  poverty)  who  had  net 
self-employment  income  of  $400  or  more,  some  part  of  which  was  derived 
from  his  ministry,  in  any  two  years  beginning  with  1955  through  1958. 
Many  ministers  have  already  filed  their  waivers  but  there  are  still  some 
who  have  not.  If  a  minister  who  is  eligible  to  file  a  waiver  at  this  time 
fails  to  do  so,  he  will  forfeit  his  right  to  ever  come  under  social  security 
as  a  clergy. 

These  clergymen  who  elect  coverage  must  pay  their  social  security  tax 
beginning  with  1956  and  continue  to  pay  on  all  subsequent  years  in  which 


their  self-employment  earnings  ex¬ 
ceed  $400.  Although  social  security 
taxes  and  income  taxes  are  two  en¬ 
tirely  different  things,  they  are  both 
collected  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  and  self-employment  in¬ 
come  is  reported  on  Schedule  1040 
SE  of  your  individual  Federal  in¬ 
come  tax  return.  Therefore,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  those  ministers 
who  are  just  now  coming  under  so¬ 
cial  security  to  file  amended  tax 
returns  for  the  years  they  wish  to 
claim  for  social  security  purposes. 
They  will  need  to  show  their  social 
security  account  number  on  both 
the  waiver  and  on  the  amended  tax 
return. 

The  church  has  no  liability  for 
the  payment  of  social  security  taxes 
for  their  minister.  It  is  the  person¬ 
al  decision  and  obligation  of  the 
minister  to  report  his  own  income 
and  pay  his  own  social  security  tax. 
The  maximum  taxable  income  for 
social  security  purposes  is  $4200  for 
the  years  1956  through  1958  and 
$4800  for  1959  on.  The  tax  rate  for 
1956  is  3%;  3%%  for  1957,  1958  and 
3  %%  for  1959. 

How  does  a  minister  arrive  at  his 
net  income  from  his  ministry?  He 
must  add  his'  regular  remuneration 
received  from  the  church,  his  fees 
received  from  performing  services 
such  as  weddings,  christenings  and 
funerals  plus  any  travel  or  auto¬ 
mobile  allowance.  For  1957  and 
later  years,  he  may  also  add  the 
rental  value  or  rental  allowance 
for  his  parsonage.  This  gives  him 
his  gross  income.  Expenses  incur¬ 
red  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry, 
such  as  automobile,  travel,  vest¬ 
ments,  stationery  and  stenographic 
help,  must  be  deducted  from  the 
gross  earnings  to  arrive  at  the  net 


of  life  as  it  has  just  been  ended  on 
earth.  It  may  be  a  sudden  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  human  spirit  from  the 
encumbering  clay,  but  the  spirit 
begins  in  the  new  life  just  where 
it  left  off  on  earth:  it  is  not  a  sud¬ 
den  dropping  of  all  spiritual  liabili¬ 
ties  and  the  sudden  assumption  of 
a  spiritual  “glory."  In  the  new  life, 
many  believe,  the  “released  spirit” 
begins  as  a  child,  with  whatever  of 
good  or  evil  it  acquired  during  its 
physical-confined  sojourn  on  earth, 
and  learns,  and  grows,  and  develops 
in  spiritual  knowledge.  This  belief 
posits  the  continuity  of  life  through 
God’s  universe:  it  is  our  immortal¬ 
ity. 

“Live  every  day  as  if  you  are 
going  to  live  forever” — “because  you 
are,”  adds  the  Christian.  And  does 
not  this  belief  offer  “the  life  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  others”  —  never-vacationing, 
never-graduating  —  as  the  b  e  s  t 
school  for  the  training  of  the  spirit 
that  is  to  live  forever? 


amount  to  be  reported  as  ministeri¬ 
al  self-employment.  Ministers  who 
have  additional  self-employment  in¬ 
come  from  other  sources  must  figure 
their  net  profit  on  such  income  and 
add  it  to  the  net  of  their  income  as 
a  clergy.  Thus,  for  example,  a  min¬ 
ister  may  be  a  part-time  carpenter 
and  in  such  instance  the  combined 
self-employment  income  would  be 
used  in  computing  the  social  secur¬ 
ity  tax. 

A  newly  ordained  minister  may 
file  a  waiver  certificate  at  any  time 
after  his  ordination,  but  no  later 
than  the  due  date  of  his  Federal  in¬ 
come  tax  return  for  the  second  tax¬ 
able  year  in  which  he  has  net  earn¬ 
ings  of  $400  or  more. 

If  you  are  uncertain  as  to  whether 
you  wish  to  be  covered  by  Social 
Security  or  whether  your  earnings 
may  count  toward  social  security 
credits,  consult  your  nearest  social 
security  office.  A  booklet,  “Social 
Security  for  Clergymen,”  which  ex¬ 
plains  the  benefits  possible  by  so¬ 
cial  security  coverage  for  the  min¬ 
ister  and  his  family,  may  be  had 
free  of  charge  at  any  social  security 
district  office.  Your  Waiver  Cer¬ 
tificate  may  be  obtained  from  the 
social  security  office  or  from  your 
local  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Social  security  will  provide  addi¬ 
tional  retirement  income  in  later 
years  or  supply  young  mothers  and 
children  and  older  widows  with  in¬ 
come  in  the  event  of  the  death  of 
the  minister  father  and  husband. 
However,  each  clergyman  must  de¬ 
cide  for  himself  whether  he  wishes 
to  take  advantage  of  social  security. 
Do  not  let  April  15,  1959  find  you 
unaware  of  your  opportunities. 

The  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion  has  offices  located  as  follows. 
In  Louisiana:  Alexandria,  801 
Murray  Street;  Baton  Rouge,  638 
Florida  Street;  Houma,  Verrett  and 
Canal  Streets;  Lafayette,  307  Jef¬ 
ferson  Street;  Lake  Charles,  521 
Ryan  Street;  Monroe,  229  Gram- 
mont  Street;  New  Orleans,  333  St. 
Charles  Street;  Shreveport,  213 
Texas  Street. 

In  Arkansas:  El  Dorado,  P.  O. 
Box  609,  303  Federal  Building; 
Fayetteville,  P.  O.  Box  44,  Room  1, 
American  Legion  Bldg.,  28  S.  Col¬ 
lege  Avenue;  Fort  Smith,  P.  O  .Box 
906,  702  North  “A”  Street;  Hot 
Springs,  P.  O.  Box  1247,  314  Market 
Street;  Jonesboro,  P.  O.  Box  830, 
Social  Security  Bldg.,  412  East 
Jackson  Street;  Little  Rock,  217 
Main  Street;  Pine  Bluff,  P.  O.  Box 
186,  1103  Main  Street;  Texarkana, 
402  Post  Office  Building. 


I 

Saw 


A  Piece  of 
Drift  Wood 


By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


bobbing  about  in  a  small  stream, 
that  would  in  a  few  miles  merge 
with  a  larger  stream.  There  our 
little  drifting  log  would  join  other 
drift  wood.  Sometimes  it  rushed 
along  with  the  current  and  some¬ 
times  it  would  circle  about  in  a 
temporary  whirlpool.  At  other  times 
it  would  lie  still  in  an  eddy  until 
some  gust  of  wind  or  cross  current 
would  send  it  off  again  on  its  aim¬ 
less  journey. 

How  different  was  the  boat  in 
which  I  rode  on  the  same  stream 
with  a  fishing  companion.  With  two 
good  oars  we  crossed  the  current  or 
went  against  it  at  will.  Neither 
whirlpools  or  eddys  affected  us. 
But  of  course  our  boat  would  have 
quickly  become  just  another  piece 
of  drift  except  for  our  will  and  ef¬ 
fort.  Every  one  has  seen  driftwood 
and  everyone  knows  that  he  and 
his  boat  both  become  drifters  the 
moment  he  quits  rowing  and  steer¬ 
ing. 

And  yet  human  drift  is  about  as 
common  as  wood  drift  on  a  stream. 
So  many  of  us  quit  rowing  and 
steering  so  often.  To  ride  with  the 
current  is  easy  and  sometimes  thrill¬ 
ing.  It  is  often  comfortable  to  lie 
still  in  the  eddy.  Frequently  we  get 
caught  in  a  whirlpool  that  we  mis¬ 
take  for  a  harmless  and  jolly  mer¬ 
ry-go-round.  Herein  lies  the  source 
of  drifters  . —  human  derelicts  that 
plague  society.  There  are  ships  of 
life  without  rudder  or  crew;  victims 
of  chance  currents,  whirlpools  and 
eddys.  Aimless  within  themselves 
they  become  dangerous  to  those 
who  are  seriously  trying  to  navigate 
the  stream  of  life. 

The  old  time  mariners  used  to  de¬ 
stroy  derelects  wherever  they  found 
them.  Their  purpose  was  to  safe¬ 
guard  their  own  ship  and  the  ships 
of  others,  for  a  derelict  was  con¬ 
sidered  more  dangerous  than  a  vio¬ 
lent  storm.  But  now  more  effort  is 
made  to  salvage  the  wreck,  for  they 
have  better  means  of  doing  it,  and 
there  is  some  salvage  value  in  the 
worst  of  them.  Society  used  to  de¬ 
stroy  its  living  derelicts  rather  ar¬ 
bitrarily.  Witness  the  legal  cruel¬ 
ties  of  a  few  centuries  ago,  and  the 
long  list  of  minor  acts  that  carried 
the  punishment  of  death.  But  now 
there  is  more  effort  to  salvage  the 
human  wreck.  That  is  good,  f°r 
there  is  salvage  value  in  any  hu¬ 
man  being,  however  far  he  may 
have  drifted. 

But  more  important  than  salvage 
is  the  prevention  of  drifting.  Any 
drifter  for  a  moment,  even  you  or 
me,  is  liable  to  suffer  disaster.  And 
drifting  is  inexcusable,  for  there 's 
guidance  for  every  boat,  yours  ana 
mine.  As  a  great  poet  has  saio- 
“The  pilot  knows  the  unknown 
seas,  and  He  will  bring  us  through, 
though  we  must  do  a  bit  of  rowing' 
And  the  Book  of  Hebrews  says_ 
“Therefore  we  must  give  the  closer 
attention  to  what  we  have  hear  . 
lest  we  drift  away  from  them. 
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LMCF  Convention 
At  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  April  7 

By  W.  Earl  Hbtalen 

America’s  most  distinguished 
“voice  of  Science”  on  alcohol  prob¬ 
lems,  Andrew  C.  Ivy,  M.D.,  D.Sc., 
LL.D.,  Ph.D.,  of  Chicago,  and  the 
“Big  Chief  of  Texas  Drys” — the  Rev¬ 
erend  Albert  F.  Tucker,  Executive 
Secretary  of  Texas  Alcohol-Narcotic 
Education,  Inc.,  Dallas,  will  be  the 
guest  speakers  at  the  18th  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation,  opening  at 
10  a.m.,  in  the  Main  Auditorium  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  Louisiana,  on  Tuesday,  April 
7th. 

The  morning  session  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  devoted  exclusively 
to  LMCF  business  matters,  and  will 
be  followed  at  12:15  p.m.  by  a  Fel¬ 
lowship  Luncheon  for  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  District  Directors,  Head¬ 
quarters  Staff  Members  and  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Guests. 

The  afternoon  session,  beginning 
at  1:30  p.m.,  will  hear  Rev.  Albert 
Tucker  on  anti-alcohol  workman¬ 
ship  matters  of  special  interest  to 
Louisiana’s  people;  and  Dr.  Ivy 
speaking  on  “Scientific  Alcohol  Ed¬ 
ucation.” 

At  the  evening  session,  starting 
at  7:30  o’clock,  Dr.  Ivy  will  be  heard 
again  in  his  famous  message  on 
“Alcoholism”  that  has  enlighted  and 
inspired  great  audiences  in  many 
countries  all  around  the  world. 

LMCF  cordially  invites  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  to  attend  this  Conven¬ 
tion  and  to  hear  these  two  great 
speakers.  A  special  invitation  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  ministers,  educators,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession, 
church  workers,  Bible  Class  teach¬ 
ers,  P-T-A  members,  youth  group 
leaders,  and  to  parents.  LMCF  sug¬ 
gests  that  everyone  bring  note¬ 
books  and  pencils  because  all  who 
hear  Dr.  Ivy  will  want  to  make  a 
lot  of  notes  on  what  he  says. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 


period  March  26 -April  4  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
Part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


M*rch  26 
M»rch  27 
M*rch  28 
JJareh  29 
March  30 
March  31 
April  i 

April  2 
April  3 
April  4 


....  II  Corinthians  11:1-15 
II  Corinthians  11:16-29 
II  Corinthians  11:30-12:10 
II  Corinthians  12:11-21 
....  II  Corinthians  13:1-14 

.  Galatians  1:1-10 

.  Galatians  1:11-24 

.  Galatians  2:1-10 

.  Galatians  2:11-24 

.  Galatians  3:1-14 


Two  Accept  Posts 
On  Centenary 
College  Staff 


(RNS)  THE  RISEN  CHRIST.  "O  Risen  Christ!  O  Easter  Flower! 
How  dear  thy  grace  has  grown!"  (RNS  photo) 


"If  It  Were  Not  So. . . 


99 


The  following  is  the  text  of  an  EASTER 

MESSAGE  FOR  1959,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Edwin  T.  Dahlberg,  President  of  the 

National  Council  of  Churches,  and  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Del  mar  Baptist  Church  in  St. 

Louis,  Mo. 

When  on  the  last  evening  before 
his  crucifixion  Jesus  spoke  about 
the  many  rooms  in  our  Father’s 
house  he  added  these  significant 
words: 

“If  it  were  not  so,  would  I  have 
told  you  that  1  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you?” 

This  makes  it  clear  that  Jesus  had 
thought  through  all  the  possibilities 
of  scepticism  and  unbelief  as  well 
as  of  faith.  What  he  was  saying  in 
effect  to  the  disciples  was  this: 

“If  there  were  no  life  after  death 
I  would  have  said  so.” 

Any  religion  that  is  realistic  must 
reckon  with  doubt  as  well  as  with 
conviction.  Christ  was  intellectually 
honest.  So  was  the  Apostle  Paul. 
They  did  not  subscribe  to  the  rosy 
ideas  that  “there  is  no  death”  or  that 
“death  comes  as  a  friend.” 

It  may  well  be  that  death  comes 
as  a  friend  after  someone  has  gone 
through  years  of  agonizing  cancer 
or  helpless  old  age.  But  Paul  struck 


a  responsive  chord  in  the  heart  of 
humanity  when  he  said  that  death 
is  an  enemy.  He  wrote  to  the 
Corinthians  in  his  famous  chapter 
on  the  resurrection,  “The  last  enemy 
to  be  destroyed  is  death.”  (I  Cor¬ 
inthians  15:26). 

Why  should  we  not  be  as  truthful 
as  the  Word  of  God?  Death  is  an 
enemy.  Cover  it  up  with  wreaths 
and  flowers  as  we  will.  It  still  robs 
us  of  the  dearest  relationships  of 
life.  It  blots  out  our  joy.  It  makes 
cowards  of  us,  too,  so  that  we  sell 
our  souls  and  compromise  our  finest 
ideals  in  the  vain  effort  to  protect 
ourselves  from  oblivion.  It  is  the 
stone  curtain  between  ourselves  and 
God,  between  the  living  on  earth  and 
the  living  in  the  Great  Beyond. 

We  should  resist  death  with  all 
our  power.  We  should  put  up  a  fight 
to  the  finish  against  everything  that 
causes  death,  whether  it  be  ignor¬ 
ance,  superstition,  poverty,  disease, 
drunkenness,  war,  famine,  or  re¬ 
ligious  unbelief.  Death  can  never 
have  the  last  word.  It  may  be  the 
last  enemy.  But  it  has  been  de¬ 
stroyed.  Christ  has  destroyed  it  by 
the  power  of  his  love.  Life  and  im¬ 
mortality  have  been  brought  to  light 


Two  active  Methodists  have  ac¬ 
cepted  appointments  to  the  admini¬ 
strative  personnel  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  according  to  President  Joe  J. 
Mickle. 

James  Howard  Allen,  who  has 
been  serving  as  dean  of  Mitchell 
College,  Statesville,  N.  C.,  since 
August  of  1955,  has  been  appointed 
dean  of  students  and  director  of 
admissions  at  Centenary.  He  holds 
the  AB  degree  from  Union  College 
in  Barbourville,  Ky.,  and  the  MA 
degree  from  the  University  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  Lexington.  He  earned  his 
Doctor  of  Physical  Education  de¬ 
gree  at  Indiana  University  in 
Bloomington  in  1955. 

Dr.  Allen  is  a  member  of  the 
Broad  Street  Methodist  Church  in 
Statesville  and  serves  as  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  its  board  of  stewards.  Form¬ 
er  director  of  physical  education 
and  field  representative  for  Mitchell 
College,  Dr.  Allen  also  served  as  a 
graduate  assistant  at  Indiana  while 
completing  requirements  for  his 
doctorate.  He  and  his  wife  and  their 
daughter,  Laura  Jeanne,  four,  will 
arrive  in  Shreveport  in  time  for  him 
to  assume  his  new  duties  on  July  1. 

Dr.  Allen  will  replace  Charles  A. 
Hickcox. 

Howard  Morelock  Elder,  princi¬ 
pal  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  high  school 
since  1945,  will  become  director  of 
the  evening  division  at  Centenary 
and  also  will  serve  as  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Latin.  He  will  replace  El- 
wood  B.  Traylor,  who  plans  to  leave 
on  July  1  to  become  head  of  the  ed¬ 
ucation  department  and  associate 
professor  of  education  and  psychol¬ 
ogy  at  Hendrix  College  in  Conway, 
Ark. 

Elder  holds  the  AB  degree  from 
Washington  and  Lee  University  in 
Lexington,  Va.,  and  the  Master  of 
Arts  degree  from  the  University  of 
Chicago.  He  has  attended  summer 
workshop  sessions  at  the  University 
of  California,  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  the  University  of  Colorado 
and  the  University  of  Arkansas. 

A  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  El  Dorado,  Elder  is  vice 
chairman  of  its  official  board  and 
also  teaches  a  Sunday  School  class 
for  young  married  couples.  He  and 
Mrs.  Elder  and  their  son,  Howard, 
Jr.,  all  are  active  in  church  organ¬ 
izations. 


through  him.  He  has  shattered  the 
stone  curtain  forever,  and  disclosed 
the  splendor  of  Eternity. 

This  is  the  Easter  message,  and 
the  hope  of  the  Christian.  Ultimate¬ 
ly  it  is  the  only  hope  of  civilization — 
a  civilization  which  must  choose  be¬ 
tween  death  and  resurrection  if  it  is 
to  be  what  God  willed  it  to  be. 


1960  General  Conference 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  PROGRAM  at  The  Methodist  Church's  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Convocation  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  April  7-9,  include 
addresses  by  several  nationally-known  speakers  and  discussion  groups  on 
many  phases  of  the  church's  life.  Speakers  will  include:  top  row,  left  to 
right — Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Dr.  Raymond  J.  Seeger  of  the  National  Science  Founda¬ 
tion,  Washington,  D.  C.;  bottom  row — Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  convocation  program  chairman;  Dr.  Nets  F.  S.  Ferre,  professor  in 
Andover  Newton  Theological  School,  Newton  Center,  Mass.;  and  Dr.  Harold 
C.  Case,  president  of  Boston  University. 


To  Be  Asked  To  Have  Each  Church  Set 
Up  A  Commission  on  Social  Relations 

CHICAGO  (MI)  —  The  1960  General  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church  will  be  asked  to  take  steps  to  establish  a  Commission  on  Christian 
Social  Relations  in  each  of  the  denomination’s  40,000  churches. 

The  Interboard  Commission  on  Christian  Social  Relations,  meeting  in 


Chicago  March  11,  voted  to  memorialize  the  General  Conference  to  make 
mandatory  a  Commission  on  Christian  Social  Relations  in  each  local  church. 
Such  a  commission  is  optional  now.  At  present  there  are  four  required 
commissions:  membership  and  evangelism,  education,  missions,  and  stew¬ 
ardship  and  finance. 

The  Interboard  Commission  on  Christian  Social  Relations  is  a  coordi¬ 
nating  agency  for  the  policies  and  activities  of  three  of  the  church’s  three 
general  agencies  which  deal  with  social  concerns:  the  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the  Board  of  World  Peace  and  the  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations,  both  in  Chicago. 

Much  of  the  meeting  time  was  devoted  to  informal  discussion  of  various 
aspects  of  the  proposed  merger  of 


these  three  general  agencies,  now 
under  consideration  by  the  church’s 
Coordinating  Council.  Dr.  J.  P.  Staf¬ 
ford,  Cary,  Miss.,  chairman  of  the 
council’s  committee  on  structure, 
and  Mrs.  W.  Max  Gentry,  Gering, 
Nebr.,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
met  with  the  commission. 

The  commission  voted  to  have  a 
legislative  committee  from  each  of 
its  constituent  boards  to  cooperate 
with  the  Coordinating  Council’s 
structure  committee  in  drawing  up 
a  proposed  plan  of  merger  of  the 
three  boards.  The  merger  plan,  if 
adopted  by  the  Coordinating  Coun¬ 
cil,  would  then  go  before  the  1960 
General  Conference  for  action. 

A  meeting  of  these  committees 
was  set  for  June  25-26  in  Chicago. 


monthly  publishing  service  in  the 
field  of  Christian  social  relations 
which  is  a  joint  project  of  the  three 
cooperating  boards. 

Other  reports  of  cooperative  en¬ 
deavors  of  the  three  boards  included 
providing  seminary  libraries  with 
audio-visual  teaching  materials  in 
Christian  social  relations  and  pre¬ 
paration  and  distribution  of  several 
pamphlets  and  educational  mater¬ 
ials. 

The  commission  heard  and  ap¬ 
proved  tentative  plans  for  a  Joint 
National  Convocation  on  Social  Is¬ 
sues  to  be  held  in  the  fall  of  1960. 
It  will  be  sponsored  by  the  three 
boards  represented  in  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  by  the  Department  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv- 


The  next  general  meeting  of  the 
Interboard  Commission  was  fixed 
for  Jan.  25,  1960,  in  Washington,  D. 
C. 

The  commission  put  its  stamp  of 
approval  on  Contact,  the  new  semi¬ 


ice. 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman. 
Bishop  John  Wesley-Lord  of  Boston, 
the  presiding  officer  was  Bishop 
Matthew  W.  Clair  of  the  St.  Louis 
Area,  vice  chairman. 


1958  Annual  Conf. 
General  Minutes 
Now  Available 

Chicago  (MI)  —  The  815-page 
GENERAL  MINUTES  of  Annual 
Conferences  of  The  Methodist 
Church  for  1958  is  now  available. 

Published  by  the  church’s  council 
on  World  Service  and  Finance  in 
Chicago,  the  big  volume  contains  a 
comprehensive  statistical  report  on 
the  work  of  the  denomination’s 
39,317  churches  in  the  101  “domestic” 
conferences  and  missions  (those  in 
the  U.  S.  and  its  possessions  and 
Cuba). 

The  volume  is  edited  by  the  Rev. 
Albert  C.  Hoover  of  Chicago,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Statistical  Office. 

Statistical  tables  report  the  work 
of  the  charges,  and  the  recapitula¬ 
tion  pages  present  the  totals  for 
conferences,  areas,  jurisdictions  and 
the  denomination. 

It  requires  125  pages  of  index, 
three  columns  to  the  page,  simply 
to  list  the  church’s  27,415  minister¬ 
ial  members.  The  listing  of  clergy¬ 
men  shows  when  they  entered  the 
ministry  and  their  present  status. 

The  listing  of  pastors  has  some 
interesting  sidelights.  If  you  are 
looking  up  a  minister  named  Smith, 
you  have  more  than  four  columns 
of  names  to  check,  and  you  need 
to  know  his  initials.  The  Roman 
Catholic  church  has  only  one  Pope, 
but  according  to  the  GENERAL 
MINUTES  there  are  11  Popes  in  the 
Methodist  ministry.  In  fact,  the 
Methodist  “Popes”  exceed  the  Wes¬ 
leys.  There  are  only  seven  Wesleys. 

The  GENERAL  MINUTES  are 
available  from  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

Page  Two 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  HISTORIC  BELL  PRE¬ 
SENTED  TO  METHODIST  SEMINARY  —  A  symbol  of 
Methodist  education  in  the  U.S.,  the  Cokesbury  Bell, 
which  adorned  the  world's  first  Methodist  college,  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Norman  L.  Trott  (second  from  left), 
president  of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  here.  Shown 
making  the  presentation  at  a  ceremony  in  Metropolitan 
Memorial  Methodist  church  here  is  Judge  Roszel  C. 
Thomsen,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees,  Goucher 


College,  Towson,  Md.  Looking  on  are  Dr.  Edward  Gardi¬ 
ner  Latch  (left),  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Dr.  Ernes 
Griffith,  dean  of  the  School  of  International  Service, 
American  University  here.  Twice  retrieved  from  the 
ashes  of  Cokesbury  College,  Abingdon,  Md.,  destroye 
by  fire  in  1795  and  again  in  1796,  the  bell  next  serve 
a  local  church  for  many  years.  In  1885  it  was  9,yfn 
to  the  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  first  Method's 
woman's  college,  which  later  became  Goucher  College 
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Runs  “News  Report 99 
Of  Crucifixion 

Birmingham,  England  (RNS) — A 
semi-official  newspaper  of  the 
Church  of  England  Birmingham  Di¬ 
ocese  adopted  the  style  of  Britain’s 
mass  circulation  picture  papers  for 
a  “news  report”  of  Christ’s  Cruci¬ 
fixion. 

A  spokesman  for  the  paper  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  device  had  been 
used  deliberately  to  “bring  home 
the  reality”  of  the  Crucifixion  to 
people  who  “never  think  of  Christ 
as  a  living  Person.” 

The  Birmingham  Christian  News 
carried  the  “story”  under  a  “Jeru¬ 
salem,  A.  D.  29”  dateline,  and  with 
a  headline,  “King  Dead,”  in  bold 
capitals  and  shoulder  heading  that 
read:  “Thousands  See  ‘Son  of  God’ 
Carry  Cross  to  Death  at  Golgotha.” 

Filling  the  entire  front  and  back 
pages  of  the  paper  were  “reports” 
written  as  though  they  were  the 
work  of  a  team  of  foreign  corre¬ 
spondents  hastily  deployed  to  cover 
the  latest  outbreak  of  unrest  and 
political  turmoil  in  the  Middle  East. 

They  described  how  “King  Jesus 
of  Nazareth”  had  been  crucified, 
the  execution  being  carried  out  “last 
Friday”  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Roman  Legion. 

Editor  of  The  Birmingham  Chris¬ 
tian  News  is  the  Rev.  Nicholas 
Stacey,  who  is  chaplain  to  Bishop 
John  L.  Wilson  of  Birmingham. 

“Mr.  Stacey  and  the  editorial 
committee,”  a  spokesman  for  the 
editor  said,  “are  aware  that  some 
church  people  may  think  our  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Crucifixion  story  blas¬ 
phemous  and  sacrilegious.  But  that 
was  a  risk  we  had  to  take. 

“Our  aim  was  to  present  what  is, 
after  all,  a  shocking  event  in  a  way 
that  will  shock.  We  want  to  bring 
home  its  reality  to  people  who  never 
think  of  Christ  as  a  Living  Person. 
We  hope  those  who  find  the  report 
offensive  will  try  to  understand 
what  we  are  seeking  to  do.” 


Religious,  Business 
Motives  Seen  As 
Not  Contradictory 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — The 
service  motive  of  religion  and  the 
profit  motive  of  business  do  not 
basically  contradict  each  other,  a 
businessman  and  a  clergyman 
agreed  here. 

Dr.  Arnold  H.  Lowe,  pastor  of  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  church  in 
Minneapolis,  and  John  S.  Pillsbury, 
,r-*  President  of  Northwestern  Na¬ 
tional  Life  Insurance  Company  said 
these  motives  can  exist  side  by  side. 

The  two  expressed  their  views 
before  some  250  Protestants,  Roman 
Catholics  and  Jews  at  a  Business- 
lUergy  day  luncheon  sponsored  by 
be  Minneapolis  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

!  Dr.  Lowe,  speaking  for  the  clergy, 
sa‘d  that  if  businessmen  want  the 
Ration’s  religious  heritage  preserved 
th^  cburchrnen  want  the  same  for 
f  ®  Political  and  economic  system, 

°th  must  accept  “the  inevitable 

t  anges  that  come  with  the  flow  of 
Itime.” 

To  me,”  he  added,  “profit  means 
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State  Department  Advises  Against 
Raising  Vatican  Representation  Issue 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS) — The  State  Department  has  told  the 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  that  it  does  not  believe  the  issue  of 
establishing  formal  diplomatic  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Vatican  should  be  raised  at  the  present  time. 

Rep.  Victor  L.  Anfuso  (D.-N.Y.),  sponsor  of  a  Congressional  resolution 
calling  for  exchange  of  diplomatic  missions  with  the  Holy  See,  immediately 
assailed  the  department. 

He  issued  an  open  letter  calling  on  Rep.  Thomas  E.  Morgan  (D.-Pa.), 
chairman  of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  to  schedule  a  public 
hearing  on  the  issue. 


Mr.  Anfuso,  in  private  life  a  prominent  Roman  Catholic  layman,  on 
Feb.  12  introduced  House  concerrent  Resolution  83  which  would  declare 
it  the  “sense  of  Congress”  that  diplomatic  relations  be  established  with  the 
Vatican.  It  was  referred,  in  accordance  with  usual  Congressional  pro- 


that  which  gives  men  beyond  mere 
necessities  that  margin  which  as¬ 
sures  a  comfortable  existence.  And 
services  to  me  means  that  which 
gives  men  beyond  the  right  to  a 
just  profit  the  job  of  having  done 
something  for  the  well-being  of 
others.” 

Mr.  Pillsbury,  speaking  for  busi¬ 
ness,  pointed  to  countries  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain  as  demonstrating 
that  where  the  profit  motive  has 
been  suppressed  there  is  no  reli¬ 
gious  freedom.  He  said  this  situation 
should  prompt  any  religious  leader 
who  questions  the  morality  of  the 
profit  motive  “to  reappraise  his 
thinking  promptly,  to  embrace  the 
profit  motive  as  a  necessary  attri¬ 
bute  of  a  successful  free  enterprise 
system  and  to  devote  his  energies 
and  influence  to  improving  the  sys¬ 
tem  by  making  it  more  purposeful.” 


cedure  to  the  State  Department  for 
its  comment  and  views. 

The  department,  through  Assis¬ 
tant  Secretary  of  State  William  B. 
Cacomber,  Jr.,  submitted  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  issue  not  be 
raised. 

Mr.  Anfuso,  who  was  given  a  copy 
of  the  State  Department  letter,  for 
his  information,  made  it  public. 

Said  Assistant  Secretary  Macom- 
ber:  “The  question  of  establishment 
of  a  United  States  diplomatic  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  state  of  Vatican 
City  is  not  under  review  in  the  de¬ 
partment  at  this  time.” 

“There  has  been  no  indication 
from  the  state  of  the  Vatican  City 
of  its  interest  in  establishing  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  with  the  U.S.,”  Mr. 
Macomber  told  the  committee.  “The 
department  is  satisfied  with  the 
present  situation  and  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  issue  should  be  raised 
now.” 


Dr.  Dahlberg 
Commends  Ike’s 
Berlin  Stand 

New  York  (RNS) — Dr.  Edwin  T. 
Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
commended  President  Eisenhower 
for  his  position  on  the  Berlin  crisis 
and  assured  him  of  “our  prayers 
for  continuing  strength  and  wisdom 
from  God.” 

In  a  message  made  public  here, 
Dr.  Dahlberg  praised  the  President 
for  “being  both  firm  and  offering 
constructive  proposals  on  the  Ber¬ 
lin  situation.” 

Dr.  Dahlberg  particularly  sup¬ 
ported  the  President’s  “deep  con¬ 
victions”  in  assuring  the  nation  that 
the  U.S.  and  its  allies  would  make 
a  constructive  answer  to  the  latest 
Soviet  communication,  and  in  dis¬ 
avowing  any  idea  that  this  country 
might  strike  the  first  blow  in  a  pos¬ 
sible  war. 

He  also  praised  the  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive  for  “discouraging  such  talk  as 
creating  more  misapprehension  than 
understanding,  declaring  general 
mobilization  for  a  long  time  to  be 
futile  and  disastrous  and  tending  tc 
make  a  garrison  state  in  democra¬ 
cies,  and  saying  that  this  country, 
while  not  abandoning  our  Berlin 
responsibilities,  will  explore  differ¬ 
ent  propositions  for  a  peace  treaty.” 

The  President’s  “persistence  in  a 
readiness  to  negotiate  peace”  also 
was  noted  by  Dr.  Dahlberg. 


Hawaii’s  Christian 
History  Dates  Back 
Only  To  1820 

Honolulu  (RNS) — Hawaii,  due  to 
become  the  50th  State  in  the  Union, 
has  a  Christian  history  dating  back 
only  to  1820,  when  Congregational- 
ists  from  New  England  first  arrived 
in  the  lush,  tropical  islands. 

With  113  churches  and  18,000 
members,  the  Congregationalists 
still  comprise  the  largest  group  in 
a  current  Protestant  population  of 
between  50,000  and  60,000.  This  is 
slightly  less  than  ten  per  cent  of 
the  640,000  population  that  is  large¬ 
ly  of  Japanese  origin,  with  99,000 
Hawaiians,  74,000  Caucausians,  65,- 
000  Filipinos  and  smaller  numbers 
of  Chinese,  Koreans,  Puerto  Ricans 
and  mixed  races. 

The  three  next  largest  Protestant 
groups  are  the  Mormons  (Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints), 
whose  first  missionaries  reached 
Hawaii  in  1849;  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copalians,  who  came  to  the  islands 
in  1861  and  number  at  present  9,500 
members  in  38  churches;  and  the 
Methodists,  who  arrived  in  1855  and 
have  over  4,000  members  in  some 
27  churches. 

The  Mormons  last  year  dedicated 
a  new  $3,250,000  Christian  college  at 
Laie.  Last  January,  the  Methodists 
announced  plans  for  constructing 
the  islands’  first  home  for  retired 
persons  at  Kaneohe  on  Oahu  Is¬ 
land.  They  have  been  among  the 
strongest  supports  of  statehood  for 
Hawaii  since  the  movement  began 
in  1903. 
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GodJs  Mysterious  And  Surprising  Way 

JESUS’  disciples  were  about  as  surprised  as  anyone  on  the  first 
Easter  morning.  The  writers  of  the  Scriptures  never  at  any 
place  convey  the  impression  that  Jesus’  followers,  including 
the  disciples,  confidently  looked  forward  to  the  morning  of  the 
third  day  for  their  leader  to  come  from  the  dead.  Indeed,  it  was 
several  days  following  the  Resurrection  before  Thomas,  who  had 
his  doubts  about  the  whole  matter,  became  convinced.  It  was  only 
then  after  he  had  seen  and  experienced  for  himself  what  had  been 
reported. 

As  one  thinks  about  Jesus’  coming  and  going  as  related  in  the 
gospels  His  life  and  ministry  were  full  of  surprises,  especially  to 
those  of  that  day.  The  circumstances  of  His  birth  were  certainly 
not  that  which  those  of  His  day  would  have  planned.  The  manner 
in  which  He  conducted  His  ministry  was  hardly  befitting  One  who 
had  come  to  deliver  His  people.  His  attitude  toward  the  Jewish 
church,  the  law,  and  many  of  the  Jewish  leaders,  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  was  certainly  nothing  to  endear  Him  to  the  accepted 
leaders. 

Jesus  must  have  surprised  His  disciples  many  times  by  His 
teachings  and  actions.  The  disciples  sought  to  protect  Him  from 
crowds,  and  on  at  least  one  occasion  from  bothersome  children.  But 
He  taught  the  crowds  and  loved  the  children.  The  unexpected  came 
to  be  expected  and  the  disciples  must  have  thought  Him  most  un¬ 
predictable.  Certain,  after  Calvary  and  their  having  lovingly  borne 
Him  to  a  borrowed  tomb,  they  never  expected  the  gates  of  death  to 
be  broken  by  their  Leader.  But  death  was  overcome  and  Christ 
came  forth,  victor  over  the  cunning,  devious  ways  of  those  who 
opposed  righteousness  and  love  among  men. 

Easter  is  an  annual  reminder  that  the  ways  of  God  cannot  al¬ 
ways  be  predicted,  even  by  those  who  profess  to  know.  We  say 
that  a  person  has  good  judgment  who  is  able  to  take  a  particular 
set  of  circumstances  and  correctly  estimate  what  will  happen. 
There  is  much  in  our  world  which  is  subject  to  analysis  and  about 
which  predictions  can  be  made.  In  these  matters,  practically  all 
unknown  quantities  have  been  eliminated  and  all  circumstances 
important  to  the  issue  are  known.  Human  fallibility  enters  any 
judgement,  however,  especially  when  there  are  unknown  factors 
involved.  The  disciples  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  surprise  that 
came  to  them  that  first  Easter.  They  had  not  fully  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  an  unknown  factor,  God,  in  their  reckoning. 

Easter  should  teach  us  that  many  of  the  ways  of  the  Almighty 
are  unknown  to  us,  and  we,  too,  will  meet  surprises  along  the  way. 
As  we  look  back  on  events  they  seem  to  us  now  to  make  some  sort 
of  sense.  God  has  moved  in  mysterious  and  surprising  ways  in 
history.  The  future  holds  an  unknown  number  of  other  experiences 
which  when  they  come  will  be  as  surprises.  This  should  increase 
our  faith  in  God  and  His  Kingdom,  knowing  that  through  these 
surprising  events,  God  will  work  for  the  ultimate  good  of  all  His 
children. 

The  Developing  Crisis 

THANKS  to  the  marvel  of  modern  communications,  there  are 
few  persons  who  are  unaware  of  the  developing  crisis  in  the 
Berlin  situation.  This  matter  seems  to  be  another  of  a  long 
series  of  similar  crises  which  Soviet  leaders  have  precipitated  in 
well  calculated  moves  to  keep  Western  powers  on  a  constant  edge 
of  anxiety.  It  is  altogether  possible  that  Soviet  leaders,  knowing 
that  mass  communication  media  keep  all  our  people  more  or  less 
informed,  are  counting  on  these  means  to  wear  our  people  out  and 
promote  dissatisfaction  among  ourselves  and  our  leaders. 

Each  succeeding  crisis  promoted  by  Soviet  leaders  seems  more 
dangerous  than  its  predecessor,  and  the  Berlin  crisis  is  no  excep- 
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tion.  Threats  and  more  threats  are  thundered  by  leading  com¬ 
munists,  with  some  conciliatory  suggestions  being  sandwiched  in 
between  to  heighten  the  drama.  Soviet  leaders  want  Berlin  for 
East  Germany  and  themselves,  and  this  means  that  all  others  must 
get  out.  Berlin,  being  divided  and  occupied  by  four  powers,  in¬ 
cluding  Russia,  according  to  treaty  following  World  War  II,  has 
become  a  symbol  of  freedom.  Western  leaders  are  most  reluctant, 
if  not  unwilling,  to  turn  their  sectors  of  Berlin  over  to  East  Germans 
and  the  Soviets.  Berliners  want  Western  powers  to  remain  and 
the  whole  question  of  a  divided  Germany  remains  unsolved. 

Soviets  have  set  a  deadline  for  Western  occupying  powers  to 
withdraw,  but  have  indicated  that  a  top  level  meeting  of  heads 
of  state  this  summer  on  the  question  would  justify  postponing  the 
deadline. 

Our  concern  just  now  is  that  in  our  thinking  we  keep  this 
whole  matter  in  its  proper  perspective  and  see  it  for  just  what  it  is, 
another  move  to  divide  the  West,  promote  misunderstanding,  keep 
us  on  the  defense  psychologically,  divide  our  leaders,  and  see  how 
close  the  world  can  be  brought  to  a  catastrophic  war  without  ac¬ 
tually  becoming  involved  in  one. 

The  Christian  faith  which  upholds  tolerance,  forgiveness  and 
love  is  put  to  a  severe  test  in  a  Christian’s  experience  in  times  of 
such  crises.  Just  what  point  of  view  a  Christian  should  take  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  many  interpretations.  An  international  crisis  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  to  test  one’s  faith,  for  we  have  issues  immediately  around  us 
on  which  Christians  honestly  differ.  Let  it  be  remembered,  how¬ 
ever,  that  in  every  instance,  God  is  able  and  willing  to  work  out 
His  ways  among  men,  ways  which  are  infinitely  better  than  those 
devised  by  men  alone. 
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History  Of  The 

Temperance  League  Of  Arkansas 

By  CLYDE  C.  COULTER,  Supt.  of  The  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas 

PART  TWO 
Educational  Program 

During  1926  through  1932,  the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Arkansas  carried 
on  its  regular  work  of  temperance  education.  During  those  years,  as  during 
other  years,  the  entire  program  was  less  effective  than  it  should  have  been, 
one  of  the  main  reasons  being  a  lack  of  financial  support.  During  all  the 
years  of  prohibition,  the  Association  Against  the  Prohibition  Amendment 
promoted  a  high-powered,  highly  financed  campaign  of  false  propaganda 
against  the  prohibition  laws  of  the  states  and  of  the  nation. 

By  the  beginning  of  1933,  it  seemed  certain  that  the  18th  Amendment 
would  be  repealed.  The  false  propaganda  of  the  liquor  forces,  spear-headed 
by  the  A.A.P.A.  was  continued,  with  increasing  momentum  and  power;  and 
uninformed  and  thoughtless  men  and  women  all  across  the  nation  had 
j  succumbed  to  that  propaganda.  Early  in  1933,  the  National  Congress  passed 
a  bill  legalising  BEER  of  3.2  per  cent  alcohol.  (Incidentally,  that  was  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  18th  Amendment  was  still  in  effect,  supported 
by  the  Volstead  Law,  under  which  it  was  a  violation  of  Federal  law  to  make 
or  deal  in  any  beverage  of  more  than  one-half  of  ONE  PER  CENT  alcohol).. 

U.  S.  Takes  Step  Backward 

On  August  24,  1933,  Arkansas  Legislature,  in  Special  Session,  passed 
Act  No.  7,  legalizing  beer  of  3.2  per  cent  alcohol.  Also  during  1933,  by  the 
CONVENTION  method,  a  vote  was  given  to  the  voters  of  the  state  on  the 
question  of  RATIFYING  the  REPEAL  of  the  18th  Amendment.  That  vote 
was  a  majority  FOR  Repeal. 

The  Anti-Saloon  League  worked  vigorously  against  legalization  of 
BEER  by  the  state,  and  against  REPEAL  of  the  18th  Amendment.  Prohibi¬ 
tion  forces  failed  to  rally  sufficiently  to  achieve  that  end.  The  Wet  propa¬ 
ganda  had  deceived  and  brain-washed  many  people;  and  the  nation-wide 
economic  depression  still  had  the  nation  in  its  grip;  and  promoters  of  Re¬ 
peal,  still  led  by  the  Association  Against  the  Prohibition  Amendment,  were 
promising  all  sorts  of  economic  relief  if  the  18th  Amendment  should  be  re¬ 
pealed.  Repeal  was  accomplished,  effective  December  5,  1933,  and  The 
United  States  took  the  longest  step  backward  that  she  ever  took. 

During  1934,  The  Anti-Saloon  League  continued  its  program  of  temper¬ 
ance  education,  though  now  with  even  poorer  financial  support  and  coop¬ 
eration. 

Liquor  and  Wine  Legalized 

The  Wet  surge  was  on  in  1935.  In  that  year  Arkansas  Legislature  passed 
Act  No.  69,  February  25,  1935,  legalizing  DOMESTIC  WINES.  Later  in 
the  same  Session,  Act  108  was  passed,  legalizing  “HARD  LIQUORS”;  and 
that  Act  repealed  the  last  vestige  of  Arkansas’  Prohibition  laws. 

During  1935,  1936  and  1937,  Arkansas  AntLSaloon  League  continued 
its  work,  along  with  other  temperance  forces.  Other  temperance  forces, 
PARTICULARLY  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  had  cooper¬ 
ated  ALL  THE  TIME  in  the  general  warfare  against  the  liquor  traffic. 

Incorporation,  of  Anti-Saloon  League 

On  October  21,  1937,  The  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Arkansas  was  INCOR¬ 
PORATED.  The  incorporators  were,  Dr.  A.  C.  Millar,  and  Rev.  T.  L.  Harris 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Hanna,  and  others. 

During  1938,  the  League  initiated  a  bill  for  a  Local  Option  law.  The 
bill  was  on  the  General  Election  ballot,  November  8,  1938.  The  vote  was 
56,373  FOR  the  measure,  and  73,090  AGAINST  it,  giving  the  Wets  a  major¬ 
ity  of  16,717. 

During  several  years,  (exact  period  of  time  not  certain),  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Arkansas  Anti-Saloon  League  had  been  Mr.  W.  J.  Losinger  He 
was  followed  for  about  seven  years  by  Rev.  John  H.  Glass.  They  both 
served  faithfully,  doing  all  they  could  with  funds  available. 

During  1939,  up  until  July  15th,  Dr.  Glass  “carried  on.”  On  July  16 
1939,  while  in  Fayetteville,  still  “on  the  firing  line”,  he  went  in  for  a  rest 
during  the  afternoon.  He  went  to  sleep,  and  in  his  sleep  he  passed  awav 
That  was  July  16,  1939. 

During  the  last  half  of  1939  the  League  was  without  a  superintendent 
Mr.  J.  A.  Hanna,  a  member  of  the  Board,  served  as  Acting  Superintendent 
-without  pay.  Toward  the  end  of  that  year  the  League  secured  as  its 
superintendent  Mr.  Clyde  C.  Coulter,  whose  term  of  office  began  the  first 
Part,  (the  4th),  of  January,  1940.  He  has  continued  in  that  office  until  the 
Present  time — the  end  of  January,  1959. 

During  1940,  the  League  initiated  a  Local  Option  bill.  Signatures  to 
de  petition  were  2,500  more  than  the  number  required.  The  liquor  forces 
'^nged  the  Petition.  The  Supreme  Court  has  ORIGINAL  and  EXCLU- 

JURISDICTION  over  such  petitions.  On  a  technicality,  that  Court 
wed  our  Petition  insufficient. 

NOTE:  The  BEER  law,  passed  by  LEGISLATURE  Aug.  24, 

1933,  and  the  HARD  LIQUOR  law,  passed  by  LEGISLATURE 

March  16,  1935,  had  local  .option  provisions,  but  of  a  poor  sort- 

hence  the  effort  for  a  BETTER  Local  Option  law. 

Initialed  Act  No.  1  Passes 

During  1942,  the  League  initiated  ANOTHER  Local  Option  bill _ a 

o  easure  which  would  prohibit  the  Manufacture,  Sale,  Bartering,  Loaning 
living  Away  of  any  beverage  of  over  ONE-HALF  of  ONE  PER  CENT 
harH  fh01  by  wei&ht.  The  liquor  forces  challenged  the  Petition.  After  a 
rul'  °Ught  battle  before  the  Supreme  Court,  that  Court  reversed  its  own 
th  ^  °f  tW0  years  earlier  and  ruled  our  Petition  sufficient,  and  ordered 
Wa  r  -1  ,placed  on  the  General  Election  ballot,  for  November  3,  1942.  It 
whs  Initiated  Act  No.  1.  The  League  had  defeated  the  same  liquor  lawyers 
0  defeated  us  two  years  before. 

fals  expected,  the  liquor  people  waged  a  high-powered  campaign  of 
sur 6  ?ropa£anda,  trying  to  deceive  the  voters  into  voting  against  the  Mea- 
e  m  the  General  Election.  The  League  carried  forward  a  state-wide 
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campaign,  giving  the  voters  the  TRUTH  about  the  proposed  bill.  Support¬ 
ing  that  campaign  were  some  W.C.T.U.  women  and  some  pastors  and 
churches.  The  LORD  enabled  us  to  achieve  victory.  The  vote  FOR  the 
Act  was  52,830,  and  the  vote  AGAINST  it  was  41,040.  Dry  majority,  11,790. 
The  Act  was  drafted  to  become  effective  Jan.  1,  1943. 

SPECIAL  HISTORY  NOTE:  Initiated  Act  No.  1  of  1942,  was 
and  is  a  product  of  the  brain  and  heart  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Abercrombie.  He 
authored  the  bill,  with  collaboration  by  the  superintendent,  and  a 
suggestion  or  two  by  other  lawyers.  The  Measure  is  HIS;  and  it 
has  been  called,  by  leaders  within  and  outside  Arkansas,  one  of 
the  best  Local  Option  laws  in  the  United  States.  Arkansas  Su¬ 
preme  Court  called  it  a  complete  Act  within  itself,  leaving  NOTH¬ 
ING  to  INTENDMENT. 

And,  so  far  as  we  know,  Arkansas  is  the  only  state  in  which 
the  Temperance  League  has  secured  for  the  state  a  Local  Option  law. 

FURTHER  NOTE:  When  Mr.  Abercrombie  was  defending  the 
Initiated  Act  before  the  Supreme  Court,  he  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Tof 
F.  Digby,  Sr.  one  of  Mr.  Digby’s  last  public  appearances  was  before 
the  Supreme  Court  in  that  case. 

Initiated  Act  No.  1  provided,  originally,  for  SPECIAL  elections,  for 
the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  voting  on  the  liquor  issue.  Beginning  immedi¬ 
ately  after  its  enactment,  the  Wet  forces  began  planning  to  attack  it.  That, 
too,  was  expected.  In  1947,  they  succeeded  in  passing  Act.  No.  91,  which 
allows  POSSESSION  of  ONE  GALLON  of  liquor  in  DRY  AREAS  for 
personal  use.  Most  other  Wet  bills  were  defeated.  Wet  attempts  continued, 
in  each  Session  of  the  Legislature.  In  1955,  Act  No.  15  was  passed,  changing 
the  TIME  for  holding  Local  Option  elections  to  General  Election  Day.  In 
1957,  three  Wet  bills,  among  others,  were  introduced,  each  of  which  would 
AMEND  Initiated  Act  No.  1,  therefore  requiring  TWO-THIRDS  vote  of  all 
Senators  and  Representatives.  Neither  of  the  three  received  the  required 
votes,  yet  they  were  called  “passed”  and  the  governor  signed  them  They 
are  clearly  invalid.  No  ruling  on  either  of  them  as  yet. 

Local  Option  Elections  Dale  Changed 

During  1948,  the  liquor  forces  INITIATED  a  bill  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  local  option  elections,  to  General  Election  Day.  The  League 
waged  a  state-wide  campaign  AGAINST  it.  The  LORD  enabled  us  to 
defeat  them.  But  in  1955,  the  Legislature,  as  stated  above,  passed  Act  15 
accomplishing  what  the  Wets  failed  to  do  in  1948. 


League  Name  Changed 

On  January  18,  1949,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Anti-Saloon  League 
of  Arkansas  adopted  a  Resolution  of  several  paragraphs,  the  main  para¬ 
graph  reading  as  follows: 

“BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  Article  I  of  the  Constitution  of  The 
Anti-Saloon  League  of  Arkansas  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amend¬ 
ed  to  read  as  follows: 

“The  name  of  this  organization  is,  ‘THE  TEMPERANCE 
LEAGUE  OF  ARKANSAS'.” 

During  1950,  the  League  and  the  W.C.T.U.  led  a  campaign  for  state¬ 
wide  prohibition.  The  name  “Arkansas  United  Drys”  was  used  during  the 
campaign.  At  the  same  time,  each  organization  carried  on  its  own  program 
The  prohibition  INITIATIVE  PETITION  needed  just  under  20,000  signa¬ 
tures.  The  Petition  was  filed,  with  Secretary  of  State,  with  above  53  000 
signatures.  Even  so,  the  liquor  people  challenged  it.  The  liquor  lawyers 
and  the  attorneys  for  the  Temperance  League  fought  it  out  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  That  Court  ruled  the  Petition  sufficient  in  every  particular 
and  ordered  the  proposed  measure  placed  on  the  General  Election  ballot 
for  Nov.  7,  1950.  Then  the  Wet  forces  did  their  WORST  to  deceive  the  vot¬ 
ers;  and  their  highly-financed  false  propaganda  did  deceive  them.  The 
vote  was:  139,623  FOR  the  proposed  measure,  and  192,986  AGAINST  it 
Wet  majority,  53,363. 


■laming  looa-isos, 


.  d  numoer  oi  townsnips  and  towns  and  counties 

voted  out  HARD  liquors.  During  1940-1942,  several  towns  and  townships 
voted  out  HARD  liquors;  and  in  1942,  TWO  COUNTIES  voted  out  HARD 
liquors  and  BEER  too,  in  separate  elections  on  EACH— beer  and.  hard 
liquors.  INITIATED  Act  No.  1  of  1942,  was  adopted  by  the  voters  on  Nov 
3,  1942,  effective  Jan.  1,  1943.  Under  THAT  law,  ALL  liquors  could  be 
voted  on  at  the  same  time,  in  any  county,  township,  town,  ward  or  pre¬ 
cinct.  Omitting  much  detail  just  here;  there  are  now  forty-two  entire 
counties  Dry,  and  thirty-six  townships  and  nine  towns  Dry  in  Wet  coun¬ 
ties,  in  Arkansas. 


league  Helps  With  Local  Option.  Campaigns 

The  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas  has  led  or  helped  in  planning 
and  directing  almost  all  the  local  option  campaigns.  The  League  has  pre¬ 
pared  the  Petitions  for  them  and  has  prepared  various  types  of  advertis¬ 
es  material— newspaper  display  ads,  circulars,  cartoons,  etc.,  and  has 
filled  speaking  engagements  in  churches,  schools,  etc.,  throughout  the 
areas  during  campaigns.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  in  most  of  the  cam¬ 
paigns  that  failed  to  vote  Dry,  the  leaders  failed  to  follow  the  pattern 
and  the  strategy  developed,  out  of  long  experience,  by  the  Temperance 

l0*  a11  the  vlctories:  we  give  HUMBLE  THANKS  and  GRA- 
TITUDE  to  GOD.  HE  has  enabled  us  to  achieve  the  victories. 

The  American  Business  Men’s  Research  Foundation,  (doing  research 
EXCLUSWELY  on  the  beveraged  alcohol  problem),  states,  in  its  official 
publication,  July-August,  1958,  edition,  that  Arkansas  has  made  greatest 
gains,  percentagewise,  of  any  state  in  the  nation,  during  the  last  fifteen 
in  population  changed  from  Wet  to  Dry  status.  See  below: 

1943  1958 

Arkansas,  16.5%  . 42.0%  (now  it  is  42.5%) 

Kentucky  42.1%  . 56.1% 

Officers  of  the  League 

PRESIDENTS  of  The  Temperance  League  of  Arkansas,  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  have  been: 


years, 


For  several  years,  until  his  death,  Nov.  9,  1940,  Dr.  A.  C.  Millar. 
Jan.  16,  1941  to  Jan.  26,  1945,  Rev.  Sam  M.  Yancey.  Jan.  26,  1945  to 
Jan.  18,  1949,  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Spore.  Jan.  18,  1949  td  the  present 
time,  Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 
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EASTER  IS  THE  SPRINGTIME  OF  THE  SOUL 


It  is  the  season  when  life  breaks  through  death,  when  winter’s 
barren  trees  begin  to  don  their  gayest  green  and  tiny  blossoms  emerge 
from  dormant  plants,  when  winter’s  austere  clothes  are  stored  in 
mothballs  and  our  women,  arrayed  in  resplendent  frocks,  challenge 
nature. 

Yet  thankful  as  we  are  for  Easter,  most  of  us  try  hard  to  keep 
thoughts  of  death  from  intruding  upon  us.  In  ancient  Greek  legend 
the  River  Styx  separated  the  region  of  the  dead  from  the  land  of  the 
living.  And  the  name  “Styx”  comes  from  the  verb  “to  hate,  to  loathe.” 
From  the  days  of  the  Greeks  down  to  our  own,  the  river  of  death  is 
commonly  regarded  as  a  dark  and  fearsome  stream. 

How  can  we  use  this  Easter  season  to  lessen  our  dread  of  death? 
For  one  thing,  think  of  the  survival  of  death  in  nature. 

The  thoughtful  farmer  is  conscious  of  invisible  life  in  his  orchard 
and  meadows.  He  recognizes  the  reality  of  the  unseen.  This  perhaps 
explains  why  the  farmer  tends  to  a  nearness  to  God.  To  him  it  is  no 
miracle  that  seeds  planted  in  the  autumn,  sleeping  through  the  winter, 
give  birth  to  nutritious  wheat  in  the  spring. 

Also,  we  can  think  of  the  death  we  have  already  survived  in  our 
own  bodies.  We  are  told  that  our  bodies  renew  their  physical  ele¬ 
ments  every  seven  years.  Hence  I  have  survived  the  passing  of  several 
pairs  of  hands,  several  pairs  of  feet,  yes,  even  several  brains.  Yet  I 
am  still  I  and  my  mind  goes  on.  The  loss  of  my  flesh  has  not  stopped 
my  living.  In  fact,  my  doctor  tells  me  I  might  live  longer  if  I  lost 
more  of  my  flesh. 

Our  natures  have  both  physical  and  spiritual  compartments.  We 
say  of  certain  persons,  “They  are  full  of  life.”  We  mean  they  are 
abounding  with  vitality.  They  radiate  energy,  sparkle  with  enjoyment 
and  kindle  the  spirit  of  others.  And  such  fullness  of  life  is  more 
than  physical.  I  think  of  a  man  who  is  just  about  the  healthiest  ani¬ 
mal  I  know,  and  just  about  the  dullest  person  I  know.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  have  some  friends  who  are  physically  frail  and  yet  they  are 
full  of  the  kind  of  life  the  Lord  came  to  give. 

And  look  beyond  our  bodies  to  our  families.  Have  we  not  all,  as 
Douglas  Steere  suggests,  outlived  some  little  deaths?  Recall  the  day 
when  as  a  parent  we  saw  our  child  off  to  his  first  day  at  school.  We 
saw  him  launch  out  to  be  on  his  own  little  self.  We  died  a  little  death 
that  morning  when  he  disappeared  from  our  sight.  But  out  of  that 
experience  he  became  more  our  own  because  we  let  him  go. 

And  the  day  when  we  said  goodbye  to  a  son  or  daughter  on  the 
way  to  war.  The  dangers  ahead,  the  uncertainty  of  return,  the  aching 
loneliness  made  that  departure  another  death.  But  we  outlived  it,  for 
distance  did  not  break  the  tie  that  binds. 

And  let  us  think  of  those  who  have  faced  death  without  fear. 
Some  years  ago  a  brilliant  young  doctor  in  his  middle  40’s  was  stricken 
with  inoperable  cancer.  For  eighteen  months  he  looked  death  in  the 
face  before  he  died. 

One  of  his  medical  colleagues  has  described  the  experience  of 
visiting  him:  “The  proof  of  a  man’s  life  may  often  be  found  in  the 
manner  of  his  facing  death  .  .  .  Those  who  were  fortunate  in  seeing 
him  during  those  eighteen  months  when  he  and  death  sat  face  to 

face  _  who  dreaded  their  visits  and  came  out  inspired  with  a  new 

faith  in  the  nobility  and  courage  to  which  rare  men  can  attain 
these  knew  that  the  ugliness  and  cruelty  of  death  were  defeated. 
Death  had  no  triumph,  and  he  died  as  he  had  lived  —  with  patience 
and  love  and  submission  in  his  heart,  with  the  simple  faith  of  a  trust¬ 
ful  child,  and  the  superb  gallantry  of  a  great  soul.” 

And  then  beyond  and  above  all  the  brave  souls  who  have  faced 
death  without  fear  stands  the  One  whose  resurrection  is  the  reason 
for  the  Easter  Festival.  Jesus  walked  to  the  brink  of  death  with 
such  calm  that  His  colleagues  could  not  believe  He  was  about  to  die. 
And  He  so  convinced  His  followers  of  His  conquest  of  death,  that  the 
cornerstone  of  His  church  rests  on  His  empty  tomb.  The  Christian 
church,  the  greatest  organization  in  the  world,  could  not  have  stood 
for  nineteen  centuries  on  a  false  faith. 


"Brace  yourself,  Reverend!  Here  comes  Tex 


with  some  more  new  members!" 
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The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

The  Necessity  of  Easier 

Often  in  a  serious  moment  the 
Christian  tries  to  dig  into  the  fun¬ 
damentals  of  his  faith.  Just  what  is 
Christianity,  we  want  to  ask.  Where 
does  Jesus  come  into  it?  Don’t  we 
place  too  much  emphasis  on  the  one 
Man,  Jesus,  and  not  enough  on  be¬ 
ing  good  and  trying  to  help  others? 
The  garden  variety  of  Christian  is 
confused  when  he  tries  to  under¬ 
stand  it.  Just  why  should  we  put 
so  much  emphasis  on  Easter?  Isn’t 
it  a  sort  of  dead-hero  worship?  After 
all,  we  live  in  a  vibrant,  active  day 
a  day  when  we  are  lucky  to 
keep  up  with  scientific  developments 
to  say  nothing  of  intangible  things 
like  religion.  Just  how  necessary  is 
Easter? 

As  presumptuous  as  it  might  seem 
for  an  ordinary  layman  to  address 
himself  to  such  a  question,  it  is  still 
not  without  precedent.  Simple  lay 
people  for  all  the  centuries  of  the 
Christian  era  have  been  the  ones 
who  have  carried'  in  their  hearts 
the  urgence  of  the  Christian  gospel. 
They  have  told  it  a  bit  clumsily  at 
times,  and  often  have  strayed  from 
the  paths  of  the  strictest  doctrines, 
but  by  and  large  they  have  done 
the  most  witnessing.  It  was  Stephen, 
probably  the  first  Christian  martyr, 
who  told  his  witness  in  simple 
terms.  Peter,  the  Big  Fisherman, 
with  little  or  no  education,  preached 
with  such  conviction  on  Pentecost 
that  three  thousand  were  turned  to 
the  Christian  way.  Philip,  a  little- 
known  Christian,  told  “the  good 
news  of  Jesus”  to  the  Ethiopian 


Treasurer  while  riding  down  the 
highway. 

Easter  had  to  come  in  order  for 
God  to  show  us  how  much  He  loved 
us.  Jesus  had  done  many  gracious 
acts  of  healing  in  the  three  short 
years  of  His  earthly  ministry.  Had 
He  lived  50  more  years,  He  could 
have  healed  thousands.  But  He  died 
on  a  cross  and  saved  a  whole  world 
from  sin.  Furthermore,  He  went 
back  to  heaven  as  further  proof  of 
His  divinity.  It  is  this  last  act  of  His 
that  sealed  God’s  covenant  with 
man.  Had  Jesus  died  and  not  risen, 
we  could  have  utterly  no  hope  of 
seeing  our  loved  ones,  who  have 
gone  to  Heaven  ahead  of  us.  Had 
He  done  nothing  more  for  our  fore¬ 
fathers  than  to  heal  their  physical 
weaknesses,  we  would  have  raised 
faith  healers  by  the  thousands  since 
then  for  the  purpose.  But  Jesus  rose 
from  the  dead,  thereby  becoming 
God’s  sworn  statement  that  “Death 
is  swallowed  up  in  victory.”  Jes“* 
lives  today  and  we  celebrate  tha 
fact  on  Easter  ...  a  fact  that  means 
more  to  the  Christian  than  all  the 
good  works  and  kindly  feelings  tha 
the  world  has  known.  If  we  wi 
accept  the  fact  of  Jesus’  immortal¬ 
ity,  then  we  can  accept  His  way 
as  the  one  sure  way.  From  that  rea 
ization  we  can  then  shape  our  hve" 
to  fit  His  pattern.  This  is  what  Eas¬ 
ter  really  should  mean  to  Christian^ 
This  is  why  the  lives  of  Christians 
would  be  sadly  lacking  on  glory  an 
joy,  if  they  should  refuse  to  accep'- 
the  fact  of  Jesus’  return  to  Heaven 
and  His  eternal  life  with  God  t,lf 
Father. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD!^ 


Page  Six 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  April  5,  1959:  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO  WITH  ONE  MAN 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  7th  CHAPTER  OF  I  SAMUEL.  LESSON  TEXT, 
1  SAMUEL  7:5-16 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Far  be  it  from  me  that  I  should  sin  against  the  LORD 
by  ceasing  to  pray  for  you;  and  I  will  instruct  you  in  the  good  and  the 
right  way.  I  Samuel  12:23.  (RSV) 


Through  the  past  six  months,  we  have  com¬ 
pleted  a  series  of  lessons  on  “The  Life  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  with  our  scripture  selections  taken  from 
the  three  synoptic  Gospels. 

With  today’s  lesson,  we  turn  again  to  the  Old 
Testament  for  a  series  of  lessons.  For  the  next 
six  months,  our  lessons  will  be  based  on  scrip¬ 
ture  selections  taken  from  various  books  of  the 
Old  Testament. 

In  the  present  quarter  of  April,  May  and 
June,  the  entire  thirteen  lessons  will  be  given 
under  the  general  subject,  “God  In  Human  Af¬ 
fairs.”  The  lessons  begin  with  the  period  when 
Samuel  was  Judge  in  Israel  and  continue  through 
the  early  periods  of  the  divided  kingdom. 

The  subject  ror  today’s  lesson  from  the  Book 
of  First  Samuel  is,  “What  God  Can  Do  With  One 
Man.”  At  the  time  of  this  lesson  Israel  was  at  a 
very  low  state  morally,  spiritually  and  political¬ 
ly.  There  was  no  centrally  organized  govern¬ 
ment  in  Israel  under  the  judges.  It  was  a  period 
well  described  in  the  Book  of  Judges  where,  in 
two  places  we  find  the  identical  statement,  “In 
those  day  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  every  man 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.”  Judg¬ 
es  17:6,  21:25.  In  other  words,  every  man  was  a 
law  unto  himself  and  did  very  much  as  he 
pleased.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  such  a 
society  as  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  holding 
together  at  all  under  such  circumstances.  The 
only  thing  that  seemed  to  hold  them  together 
was  their  common  faith  in  Jehovah  as  God  and 
the  enemies  about  them,  who  resented  their 
invasion  of  Canaan. 

It  is  true  that  Israel  did  overrun  most  of 
Canaan,  when  they  invaded  the  country.  How¬ 
ever,  there  were  strongholds  here  and  there  that 
they  did  not  conquer  and  these  remained  a  con¬ 
stant  threat  to  all  of  Israel.  This  was  especially 
true  of  that  strip  of  land  along  the  seacoast  in 
the  south  west  oi  Palestine,  which  was  occupied 
by  the  Philistines.  Israel  did  not  make  a  serious 
effort  to  subjugate  this  area  of  Palestine  until 
the  great  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  Israel 
under  King  David. 

This  group  caused  the  Israelites  much  trouble 
during  the  earlier  periods  of  their  stay  in  Ca¬ 
naan.  About  twenty  years  before  the  time  of  our 
present  lesson,  the  Philistines  defeated  Israel 
in  two  important  battles  as  a  result  of  which  the 
Israelites  were  practically  subjects  of  the  Philis¬ 
tines. 

In  the  first  of  these  battles  Israel  had  four 
thousand  men  killed  and  were  forced  to  retreat. 
Israel  trusted  so  much  in  the  Ark  of  the  Lord 
that  their  leaders  conceived  of  the  idea  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  into  battle,  feeling  that 
this  would  assure  them  of  victory.  When  the 
Ark  was  brought  to  the  army  there  went  up 
such  a  shout  of  praise  that  the  noise  was  heard 
in  the  camps  of  the  Philistines.  When  the  Phi¬ 
listines  knew  the  meaning  of  the  noise  in  the 
camps  of  Israel,  they  were  alarmed  since  they 
remembered  the  great  power  Israel  had  shown 
in  Egypt  and  in  Canaan  under  the  leadership  of 
Jehovah. 

It  appeared,  however,  that  the  Israelites  were 
trusting  more  in  the  Ark  than  they  were  in  the 
God  the  Ark  represented.  Consequently,  when 
•he  armies  came  together  in  battle,  the  Israelites 
were  again  defeated.  This  time  thirty  thousand 
of  the  Israelites  were  killed  and  the  Ark  of  the 
Lord  itself  was  captured  by  the  Philistines.  They 
took  the  Ark  back  to  their  temple  and  placed  it 
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along  side  of  Dagon  their  idol  god.  The  next 
morning  they  found  Dagon  had  fallen  off  his 
stand  and  was  lying  on  his  face  on  the  floor. 
They  lifted  their  god  up  and  put  him  back  in 
place.  The  next  morning  they  found  that  Dagon 
had  again  fallen  from  his  place  to  the  floor. 
This  time  both  of  Dagon’s  hands  had  been  brok¬ 
en  off  and  his  head  had  broken  from  the  body. 

As  a  result  of  this  experience  the  Philistines 
hastened  to  send  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  back  to  the 
Israelites.  The  opening  verses  of  the  chapter 
from  which  our  lesson  text  is  taken  tells  us  that 
the  Ark  was  brought  back  to  Kirjath-jearim 
and  placed  in  the  house  of  Abinadab.  There  it 
stayed  for  twenty  years  while  “All  the  house 
of  Israel  lamented  after  the  Lord.” 

The  Man  Samuel 

We  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  with  the 
early  life  of  Samuel.  He  was  the  son  of  El- 
kanah  and  Hannah.  Hannah,  who  had  been  bar¬ 
ren  for  a  number  of  years,  believed  that  Samuel 
was  given  to  her  as  a  direct  answer  to  prayer. 
That  prayer  included  a  promise  to  give  Samuel 
to  the  full-time  service  of  God.  Consequently, 
Samuel  was  taken  to  the  temple  early  in  years 
and  put  under  the  care  of  Eli  the  high  priest. 

On  the  death  of  Eli,  when  the  Ark  of  the  Lord 
was  captured  by  the  Philistines,  Samuel  became 
the  leader  of  the  Israelites  and  was  a  judge  in 
Israel  for  many  years.  Samuel,  who  was  the 
last  and  greatest  of  the  judges  in  Israel,  seemed 
at  times  to  function  also  as  priest.  Samuel  has 
also  been  referred  to  as  the  last  of  the  judges 
and  the  first  of  the  prophets  of  Israel.  As  was 
said  of  Jesus,  in  similar  words,  “Samuel  grew 
•  on  and  was  in  favor  both  with  the  Lord,  and 
also  with  men.”  I  Samuel  2:26. 

Great  Movements  Usually  Cyclonic  in  Action 

The  subject  of  our  lesson  is,  “What  God  Can 
Do  With  One  Man.”  It  has  been  true,  across  the 
centuries,  that  great  religious  movements  have, 
in  general,  revoked  about  some  great  personal¬ 
ity.  This  was  true  in  Old  Testament  times  as  in 
the  days  of  Abraham,  Moses,  Samuel  and  David. 
Jesus  Christ,  of  course,  was  the  center  about 
which  the  Christian  movement  revolved  in  His 
day  and  in  every  day  since.  Paul  became  the 
center  of  a  great  missionary  movement  of  the 
early  church. 

In  later  years  it  was  Martin  Luther  about 
which  the  Protestant  Reformation  largely  re¬ 
volved.  John  Wesley  was  the  center  about  which 
the  great  Wesleyan  revivals  in  England  turned. 
It  was  one  woman,  Clara  Barton,  who  led  in  the 
Red  Cross  movement  which  has  blessed  the 
world. 

What  is  true  in  world  movements  is  true  in 
movements  of  practically  any  size.  History 
teaches  us  that  God  reaches  the  masses  through 
an  inspired  leadership,  whether  that  movement 
involves  millions  or  only  a  small  group.  There 
is  the  old  saying  that  “God  and  one  man  is  a 
majority.”  It  never  ceases  to  be  amazing,  when 
we  realize  the  power  God  can  bring  to  bear  on 
the  world  through  one  life  that  is  completely 
consecrated  to  His  service. 

Confession  of  Sin  Very  Important 

In  Samuel’s  day  Israel  was  becoming  con¬ 
scious  that  its  real  trouble  was  not  so  much  the 
enemies  about  Israel  as  the  sin  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Israelites.  For  twenty  years,  after  the  battle 
with  the  Philistines  in  which  they  lost  thirty 
thousand  men  and  the  Ark  of  the  Lord,  “All  the 
house  of  Israel  lamented  after  the  Lord.” 


Only  a  spirit  of  genuine  repentance  would 
last  that  long.  Israel  felt  that  it  had  lost  the 
undergirding  power  and  protection  of  Jehovah 
because  of  sin.  In  recognition  of  that  fact  they 
come  to  Samuel  with  the  confession,  “We  have 
sinned  against  the  Lord.”  It  was  just  as  true 
then  as  it  is  now  that,  “If  we  confess  our  sins 
He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and 
to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.”  I  John 
1:9. 

We  can  never  be  rid  of  sin  in  our  lives  until 
we  recognize  it  as  sin,  confess  that  we  have 
sinned  and  ask  God,  in  Christ  name,  to  forgive 
our  sins.  We  cannot  just  make  up  our  minds,  at 
a  certain  point  in  our  lives  to  be  Christian  from 
there  on  and  ignore  the  sin  that  is  already  in 
our  lives.  It  is  not  enough,  if  we  are  heavily 
indebted  to  the  grocery  man,  to  suddenly  decide 
to  pay  cash  for  what  we  buy  in  the  future.  We 
have  an  accumulated  debt  that  must  be  paid,  if 
we  can  pay  it,  before  we  can  be  honest  in  our 
relation  to  our  creditor. 

The  Place  of  The  Church  In  Times  of  Crisis 

When  the  Israelites  recognized  their  need  for 
forgiveness,  they  turned  to  Samuel,  who  repre¬ 
sented  God  and  the  church  to  them,  and  asked 
that  he  pray  for  them.  The  very  fact  that  they 
had  this  great  meeting  in  Mizpeh,  seeking  closer 
fellowship  with  God,  alarmed  the  Philistines. 
They  renewed  their  attacks  against  Israel. 

After  twenty  years  of  lamentation  over  their 
sins,  Samuel  believed  that  Israel  was  truly 
penitent  and  God  knew  the  Israelites  were  peni¬ 
tent.  Consequently,  when  Samuel  prayed,  our 
lesson  text  says,  “The  Lord  heard  him.” 

As  the  Philistines  rushed  into  an  attack  to 
again  overrun  the  Israelites,  our  lesson  text  says, 
“The  Lord  thundered  with  a  mighty  voice  that 
day  against  the  Philistines  and  threw  them  into 
confusion.”  (RSV)  It  was  Cowper  who  so  beau¬ 
tifully  wrote,  “God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform; 

He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea,  And  rides 
upon  the  storm.” 

It  was  not  necessary  for  God  to  explode  a 
hydrogen  bomb  to  protect  Israel  from  the  Phi¬ 
listines;  it  sounds  as  if  He  simply  sent  a  heavy 
thunderstorm.  The  Philistines  were  so  terrified 
that,  in  their  confusion,  they  ran  away  like 
frightened  sheep. 

At  this  early  day  we  see  the  value  of  sincere 
repentance,  confession  and  prayer.  It  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church,  when  people  see  their 
need  for  God,  to  join  with  them  in  prayer  for 
forgiveness  and  protection  from  evil.  It  was 
Samuel,  in  later  days,  who  spoke  the  words  of 
our  Memory  Selection,  “For  be  it  far  from  me 
that  I  should  sin  against  the  LORD  by  ceasing 
to  pray  for  you;  and  I  will  instruct  you  in  the 
good  and  the  right  way.”  Samuel  indicates  that 
it  is  a  sin  to  fail  to  pray  for  people  who  need  our 
prayers.  In  addition  to  our  prayers,  we  should 
teach  them  the  right  way  and  point  out  the  right 
way  to  them. 

As  a  result  of  this  defeat  of  the  Philistines 
Israel  regained  much  that  it  had  lost  to  them  in 
former  battles.  We  are  told,  also,  that  “The  hand 
of  the  Lord  was  against  the  Philistines  all  the 
days  of  Samuel.” 

In  Victory,  Israel  Recognizes  God 

When  the  battle  was  over,  in  recognition  of 
the  fact  that  God  had  made  the  victory  possible, 
Samuel  set  up  a  stone  between  Mizpeh  and 
Shem  and  “called  its  name  Ebenezer;  for  he  said, 
“Hitherto  the  Lord  has  helped  us.”  (RSV)  It  was 
this  experience  which  caused  the  writer  of 
“Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing”  to  write: 

“Here  I  raise  mine  Ebenezer; 

Hither  by  Thy  help  I’m  come.” 

When  the  victory  comes  we  are  often  prone 
to  forget  the  fact  that  God  made  the  victory 
possible  and  we  neglect  to  set  up  our  Ebenezer 
in  recognition  of  God’s  help.  The  preacher  asked 
a  little  boy  if  he  said  his  prayers  morning  and 
night.  The  boy’s  answer  was,  “I  say  my  prayers 
at  night,  a  fellar  can  take  care  of  himself  in  day¬ 
time.” 

Remembering  Christ’s  words,  “Without  me 
ye  can  do  nothing,”  there  should  be  in  our  hearts 
a  sense  of  gratitude  and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  for  every  spiritual  accomplishment  the  Lord 
makes  possible  through  our  lives.  Let  us  never 
forget  what  God  has  done  and  can  do  through 
one  man.  Let  us  offer  to  be  God’s  man  at  any 
point  of  need. 
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DR.  WALT  HOLCOMB  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  was 
the  guest  speaker  in  a  One-Day  Mission  at 
the  Methodist  Church,  Perrine,  Florida,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  March  8.  Dr.  Holcomb’s  subject  was  “What 
Paul  Says  About  God’s  Grace.” 

MARY  ELEANOR  HARPER  received  an  award 
for  twelve  years  perfect  attendance  and  Ned 
Randolph  an  award  for  eight  years  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  on  Sunday,  March  1,  at  the  Colfax 
Methodist  Church  where  Rev.  S.  S.  Holaday  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

TWO  YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  CHOIRS  have  been 
organized  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Eunice. 
Jack  McNamara,  minister  of  music,  announces 
that  the  two  choirs,  intermediate  and  junior, 
will  alternate  at  Sunday  evening  services  and 
on  other  special  occasions.  Rev.  Wilson  L.  Watson 
is  pastor  of  the  Eunice  Church. 

ROBERT  G.  LeTOURNEAU,  industrialist  and 
lecturer  who  is  widely  known  as  “God’s  Bus¬ 
inessman,”  spoke  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  3.  Before  the 
meeting  Mr.  LeTourneau  and  his  staff  were 
guests  of  members  of  the  Club  and  their  wives 
at  a  banquet  in  the  social  hall  of  the  church. 
Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  is  the  pastor. 

A  DEPUTATION  TEAM  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  Tech  was  in  charge 
of  the  evening  worship  service  of  the  Bernice 
Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  March  8.  Bill  Stokes 
was  the  director  and  members  of  the  team  in¬ 
cluded  Charlotte  Lowery,  Tom  Daugherty,  Glen¬ 
da  Sue  Caldwell,  Johnny  Harrison  and  Buddy 
Swayze.  Rev.  Abe  Connerly  is  pastor  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Caldwell  was  the  reporter. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  preached  in  a  series  of 
revival  services  held  in  the  Springhill  Methodist 
Church,  March  1-6.  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman, 
pastor  of  Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier 
City,  was  song  leader  and  soloist  during  the 
services.  Five  persons  were  received  into  the 
church,  three  on  profession  of  faith,  bringing  the 
total  new  members  for  the  year  to  50.  Rev.  W. 
R.  Wendt  is  pastor  of  the  Springhill  Church. 

THE  FOREST  METHODIST  CHURCH  has  been 
engaged  in  a  program  involving  the  remodel¬ 
ing  of  the  church  sanctuary.  With  the  financial, 
moral,  and  live  support,  the  pastor,  Rev.  Wm. 
G.  Stegall,  has  devoted  his  time  and  efforts  to 
this  task.  A  spinet  Baldwin  organ  has  been  added 
and  new  pews  have  been  ordered.  Mrs.  Christene 
Drane,  reporter  for  the  church  states,  “The 
Church  members  wish  to  publicly  thank  their 
pastor  for  his  genuine  devotion  and  interest  in 
this  and  other  endeavors.”  The  Forest  Church 
is  on  the  Pioneer  Charge  in  the  Monroe  District. 


DR.  ROBERT  A.  McKIBBEN,  director  of  Divi¬ 
sion  of  National  Missions  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District  held  an  In¬ 
ter-City  Church  Work  Shop  at  Felicity  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  on  Monday,  March  2.  A 
luncheon  was  prepared  and  served  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  church:  Mes- 
dames  F.  M.  Campbell,  W.  A.  Tindell,  J.  Pey- 
tral,  Jr.,  H.  Frischhertz,  O.  Mouille  and  W.  M. 
Finnin.  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin  is  pastor  of  the 
Felicity  Church. 

T  THE  FOURTH  QUARTERLY  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  of  the  Ringgold  Methodist  Church  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Roy  Grant,  reported  14  additions  to 
the  church,  with  a  loss  of  only  2  members,  and 
that  $114,600  lias  been  expended  for  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  educational  building.  The  conference 
was  requested  to  return  the  pastor  for  another 
year.  The  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Sunday 
afternoon,  March  8,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Ruston  district  superintendent,  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas,  who  delivered  the  sermon  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service. 

A  DEPUTATION  TEAM  from  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  Northeast  Louisiana  State  College, 
Monroe,  was  in  charge  of  the  morning  worship 
services  at  the  Epps  and  Floyd  Methodist 
Churches  on  Sunday,  Feb.  15.  Students  taking 
part  were  Carolyn  Ross,  Shirley  Cox,  Joy  Hol¬ 
ley,  Margaret  Killen,  Archie  Dowdle  and  Bruce 
Parks,  who  was  the  speaker.  Accompanying 
them  was  Mrs.  Margaret  Mason,  director,  and 
Mr.  Mason.  An  offering  was  taken  for  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  both  churches.  The  group  enjoyed 
lunch  at  the  parsonage  with  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Willbanks. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  dedicated  the  first 
unit  of  the  St.  Joseph  Church  plant  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  March  8.  Construction  was  started 
in  June  of  1957,  and  the  congregation  met  for  the 
first  service  in  their  own  building  on  October  6, 
1957.  Plans  for  the  building  were  made  some 
ten  years  ago,  the  congregation  having  worship¬ 
ped  in  a  union  church  for  some  fifty  years.  For¬ 
mer  pastors,  friends,  and  visitors  were  present 
to  share  in  the  day  of  happy  thanksgiving.  The 
Charge  is  composed  of  Wesley  Chapel  (the  oldest 
church  in  the  Tensas  parish,)  and  First  Methodist 
of  St.  Joseph.  Rev.  Theron  T.  McKisson  is  pastor 
of  the  charge. 

EMBERS  AND  FRIENDS  of  the  Felicity 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  were  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  M.  Finnin  and 
Mrs.  Finnin  on  Sunday  afternoon,  March  8.  The 
parsonage  was  beautifully  decorated  with  spring 
flowers  arranged  by  Jules  Peytral,  Jr.  Receiv¬ 
ing  the  many  guests  with'  the  Finnin’s  was  Mrs. 
H.  Frischhertz,  Mrs.  Finnin’s  mother.  Serving 
coffee  and  punch  were  Mrs.  F.  B.  Sorenson,  Mrs. 


J.  Peytral,  Mrs.  John  Lipscomb,  Mrs.  A.  Brink- 
ley,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Tindell,  Mrs.  I.  Lowry,  Mrs.  F. 
M.  Campbell,  Mrs.  O.  Mouille  and  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Fisher.  The  tea  girls  were  Helene  Finnin,  Loretta 
Mouille,  Ruthie  Woolum  and  Jane  Leon.  Will 
Finnin  registered  the  many  guests. 

DR.  HARRY  KOMURO,  superintendent  of 
Methodist  Work  in  Hawaii,  addressed  the 
final  session  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
School  of  Missions  on  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  22, 
from  Honolulu  by  long  distance  phone  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Southern  Bell  Telephone 
Company.  The  live  two-way  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions  originated  in  the  Tech  Room  and  was  audi¬ 
ble  to  the  School  of  Missions  audience.  Ques¬ 
tions  from  the  audience  concerning  the  Methodist 
work  in  Hawaii  were  answered  from  Honolulu. 
Dr.  Komuro’s  wife  is  a  former  Louisianian,  whose 
family  are  members  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  of  Ruston. 

DR.  O..  FLO  YD  FEELY,  JR.,  professor  of  Pas¬ 
toral  Counseling  and  Psychology  of  Religion, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University, 
Georgia,  was  the  guest  evangelist  in  a  series  of 
revival  services  held  at  the  Gueydan  Methodist 
Church  March  15-20.  Dr.  Feely  is  a  member  of 
the  North  Georgia  Annual  Conference.  Jerry 
Fuller,  minister  of  music,  First  Methodist  Church, 
New  Iberia,  was  in  charge  of  the  song  services 
for  the  revival.  Mr.  Fuller  taught  public  school 
music  for  two  years,  and  then  entered  the  field 
of  Religious  Music  and  Education.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette  for  two  years,  and  is  now  in  his  third 
year  as  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  New 
Iberia.  Rev.  George  Harkins  is  pastor  of  the 
Gueydan  Church. 

C.  O.  HOLLAND,  president  of  the  People’s  Bank 
and  Trust  Company  of  Minden,  Louisiana, 
was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  combined  service 
of  the  First  Methodist  and  Rosewood  Methodist 
Churches,  West  Memphis,  Arkansas,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Feb.  18.  The  service  was  held  at  First 
Church,  and  was  a  part  of  the  observance  of  the 
Week  of  Evangelism  and  Dedication.  Mr.  Hol¬ 
land,  teacher  of  an  Adult  Bible  Class  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Official  Board  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Minden,  was  chosen  by  the  last  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  as  the  outstanding  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  of  the  year  for  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Mrs.  Holland  accompanied  her  husband  and 
they  were  guests  of  the  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dan  R.  Robinson.  Rev.  Vernon 
Paysinger  is  pastor  of  the  Rosewood  Church. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  Elizabeth  Sulli¬ 
van  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
presented  the  oratorio,  “Stabat  Mater”  Sunday 
evening,  March  15.  The  personnel  of  the  choir, 
directed  by  John  Hammond,  minister  of  music, 
is  as  follows:  Soloists  Enar  Johnson,  Russ  Willi¬ 
ams,  H.  V.  Patten,  Jim  Henderson,  Miss  Lurline 
Mclllwain,  Mrs.  Ruth  Wallis,  Miss  Warrene  Boyd, 
and  Miss  Fannie  Ott.  Other  members  of  the  choir 
include  Jack  Foil,  Miss  Eileen  Magee,  Miss  Di¬ 
anne  Cooper,  Miss  Christelle  Knight,  Mrs.  O.  B. 
Magee,  Mrs.  Delos  Knight,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Jim  Hen¬ 
derson,  Mrs.  Ted  Peters,  William  Buckalew,  Mrs. 
A.  O.  Buckingham,  P.  J.  McCarty,  Jr.,  D.  R. 
Hendricks,  C.  O.  Sutherland,  Rex  Russell,  W.  J. 
Willoughby,  J.  W.  Criscoe,  L.  A.  Alexander,  Jr., 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Boyd,  and  Pat  McCarty.  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

TWO  FORMER  PASTORS  were  guest  speak¬ 
ers  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Eunice, 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  15,  as  part  of  official  opening 
ceremonies  of  the  new  educational  building.  Rev. 
Ned  L.  Stout,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Denham  Springs,  preached  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  Rev.  Otis  W.  Spinks,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  preached 
at  the  evening  services.  Included  in  the  recently 
completed  building  program  is  a  new  two-story 
addition  covering  4,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
and  the  complete  remodeling  of  the  existent 
educational  building.  The  total  cost  of  the  build¬ 
ing  program,  including  architect  fees  and  new 
equipment,  amounted  to  $60,000.  Ernest  Russell, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  greeted  the  congregation  and 
visitors  who  came  to  see  the  building.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
son  L.  Watson  is  the  pastor. 
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Dr.  Clovis  G.  Chappell,  one  of  the 
best  known  ministers  in  America, 
and  author  of  more  than  thirty  books 
of  sermons,  is  the  guest  preacher  for 
the  Holy  Week  Preaching  Mission  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden, 
March  22-27.  Dr.  Chappell,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Centenary  College  as  well  as 
from  Duke  University  in  7922,  has 
served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Houston,  Highland 
Park  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
St.  Luke's  Methodist  Church  in  Ok¬ 
lahoma  City,  and  Galloway  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson, 
Miss. 

The  music  for  the  Preaching 
Mission  is  being  led  by  Rev.  Richard 
Jenkins  of  Katy,  Texas. 


Methodist  Church,  and  has  held  nu¬ 
merous  places  of  responsibility  in 
youth  work  on  both  the  local,  dis¬ 
trict  and  conference  level.  He  as¬ 
sumed  his  duties  in  February,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Don  R.  Thrash  in  the  posi¬ 
tion. 


Rev.  Jim  McLean,  M.S.M.  Director  at  Centenary  College,  led  an  art- 
recreation  workshop  at  the  S.L.I.  Wesley  Foundation,  Lafayette,  La.,  March 
6,  7  and  8.  Mr.  McLean  discussed  the  why  of  recreation  in  a  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  program,  games  inspired  by  the  arts  and  led  a  session  on  art  as  com¬ 
munication.  Students  from  the  Northwestern  and  McNeese  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tions  sent  delegates  to  this  workshop,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Tatum,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern,  and  Rev.  Howard  Daugh- 
enbaugh,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Tulane  Wesley  Foundation  also  attended. 

The  students  actually  planned  social  activities  under  Mr.  McLean's 
direction,  and  learned  how  to  lead  recreation.  Evaluation  and  discussion 
sessions  were  held  in  this  workshop  experience.  Mr.  McLean  helped  the 
group  to  better  understand  the  purpose  of  modern  religious  art. 

Above,  Rev.  Jim  McLean,  left,  explains  the  meaning  of  his  painting  to 
Rev.  Allen  O.  Jernigan,  Wesley  Foundation  Director  at  S.L.I.,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 


The  Downsville  Methodist  Church  Building,  Downsville,  Louisiana,  will 
be  dedicated  Sunday,  March  29  at  2:30  in  the  afternoon.  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Luman  Douglas  of  Ruston  will  be  the  officiating  minister.  Rev. 
Isaac  A.  Patton  is  pastor. 

Open  House  will  be  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  immediately  after  the 
service.  Members  and  friends  of  the  church  are  urged  to  attend. 

The  church  building  was  started  in  the  fall  of  7953,  and  the  first  serv¬ 
ice  was  held  in  it  on  Easter  Sunday  of  1954. 


A  scene  at  the  Recreation  Center  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children's  Home,  Ruston.  Sunday,  March  29 
is  Children's  Home  Sunday  for  all  of  Louisiana.  This 
Sunday  is  one  of  two  days  each  year  that  the  Children's 
Home  seeks  support  from  the  Louisiana  churches.  All 


churches  are  urged  to  observe  these  two  days  as  Home 
days  and  to  put  forth  special  efforts  toward  receiving  a 
love  offering  that  will  be  in  keeping  with  the  needs  of 
the  Home. 


Opelousas  Area  Churches  Hold  Special 
Holy  Week  Services,  March  22-26 


The  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
Opelousas  area  participated  in  a 
series  of  HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES. 
Services  were  held  each  night  March 
22-26,  1959  in  each  of  the  following 
Churches:  Louisiana  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Melville  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Palmette  Methodist 
Church,  Port  Barre  Methodist 
Church,  Church  Point  Methqdist 
Church,  and  the  Lottie  Methodist 
Church.  The  services  began  at  7:00 
p.m.  on  Sunday  night  and  at  7:30 
p.m.  during  the  week. 

Each  Church  had  a  different  min¬ 
ister  bringing  the  message  each 
night,  as  the  ministers  rotated  pul¬ 
pits,  preaching  in  a  different  church 


each  night.  And  each  minister  was 
in  his  home  Church  on  Thursday 
night,  to  preach  and  serve  Holy 
Communion. 

The  ministers  preached  on  the 
questions  asked  Jesus  during  the 
last  week  of  His  life.  They  dealt 
with  the  following  subjects:  B.  A. 
Rose,  “The  question  on  the  coin 
(Loyalty)”;  Rev.  C.  J.  Thibodeaux, 
“The  question  of  His  authority”; 
Rev.  T.  W..  Perrott,  “Lord  Is  It  I?”; 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson,  “Which  is  the 
greatest  commandment”;  Rev.  O.  L. 
Golson,  “Art  Thou  The  Christ”;  Rev. 
R.  E.  Walton,  “Shall  we  strike  with 
the  sword.” 

Monday  night  was  observed  as 


youth  night  in  each  of  the  churches, 
with  young  people  having  a  part  on 
the  services,  (ushering,  singing  in 
choir,  etc.) 

B.  A.  Rose  is  a  layman  from  Ope¬ 
lousas,  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Louisiana  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas, 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson  is  pastor  at 
Church  Point,  Rev.  C.  J.  Thibodeaux 
is  pastor  at  Port  Barre,  Rev.  O.  L. 
Golson  is  pastor  at  Melville  and 
Palmetto,  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Perrott  is 
pastor  at  Lottie. 


New  Youth  Director 
Appointed  At  Wynn 
Memorial  Church 

Wynn  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  has  secured 
the  services  of  Herbert  M.  Gant  as 
Director  of  Youth  Work.  Mr.  Gant 
is  a  ministerial  student  at  Centenary 
College,  a  member  of  Cedar  Grove 
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Youth  and  Gangs  3.  Because  of  pressure  put  on  him. 


Every  community  and  city  faces 
in  degree  the  problem  of  youth  in 
gangs.  This  can  mean  anything 
from  the  problem  of  cliques  in  the 
MYF  to  armed  battles  between  rival 
gangs  in  the  large  city.  So,  youth 
and  adults  are  both  interested  in 
why  youth  join  gangs.  And  we  in 
the  church  should  be  interested  in 
what  we  can  do  to  off-set  the  evils 
which  find  expression  in  much  of 
our  youth-gang-life  today. 

A  minister  who  faces  this  prob¬ 
lem  in  some  of  its  extreme  forms 
is  Rev.  C.  Kilmer  Myers,  who  serves 
as  vicar  of  St.  Augustine’s  Chapel 
of  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal 
Parish  in  New  York  City.  Serving 
where  the  youth  divide  into  neigh¬ 
borhood  gangs  and  groups  divided 
by  racial  ties,  Mr.  Kilmer  believes 
that  youngsters  join  gangs  for  a 
good  many  reasons.  He  advances 
seven  reasons  which  are  worthy  of 
our  attention. 

1.  To  belong  to  a  group  of  one's 
peers.  Who  does  not  know  the  basic 
need  for  any  human  individual  to 
belong  to  someone  or  some  group? 
None  of  us  wants  to  be  on  the  out¬ 
side  looking  in  where  a  group  of 
our  kind  are  doing  something  to¬ 
gether. 

2.  To  find  protection.  In  cities 
where  the  gang  problem  is  severe, 
the  “lone  wolf”  doesn’t  have  a 
chance.  Everyone  is  against  him 
because  he  isn’t  part  of  the  gang. 


One  needs  not  elaborate  on  this 
reason.  The  pressures  of  the  group 
procedures,  the  fact  that  “every¬ 
body’s  doin’  it,”  and  a  guy  is  no¬ 
body  until  he  becomes  somebody 
in  the  gang,  all  exert  their  own  form 
of  pressure. 

4.  To  escape  being  the  victim  of  a 
shakedown  racket  centering  around 
his  school.  A  boy  in  our  town  was 
forced  recently  to  hand  over  his  col¬ 
lections  from  his  newspaper  route 
or  “get  beat-up.”  If  gangs  are  part 
of  the  school  scene,  rackets  can  be 
pretty  lucrative  and  pretty  danger¬ 
ous. 

5.  To  acquire  a  sense  of  inner  se¬ 
curity  not  received  at  home.  How 

many  youth  complain  because  their 
parents  are  never  home,  and  take 
very  little  if  any  interest  in  what 
the  youth  are  doing! 

6.  In  order  to  be  somebody  in  the 
sub-culture.  Certainly  a  n  y  MYF 
ought  to  be  doing  this  in  a  whole¬ 
some  fashion  for  the  youth  in  its 
parish,  thus  nullifying  the  need  to 
go  off  into  gangs  which  so  often 
lead  youth  into  trouble. 

7.  Because  of  a  lack  of  recreation¬ 
al  facility  and  social  opportunities. 
Let  no  pastor  or  layman  sit  back 
in  smug  satisfaction  that  this  isn’t 
his  problem  in  his  town.  The 
church  should  be  helping  to  meet 
these  needs  along  with  other  youth¬ 
serving  agencies. 


The  intermediate  and  senior  MYF  groups  of  Piggott ‘  Methodist  Church 
have  just  completed  a  five  session  missionary  study  on  " Concerns  of  North 
American  Neighbors"  under  the  guidance  of  the  Womans  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service.  Mrs.  Gus  Camp  led  the  intermediate  group  and  Mrs.  Don 
Newton  the  senior  group. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the  course  included  learning  to  read  by  the 
"Each  One  Teach  One"  method  originated  by  Frank  Laubach,  review  of 
the  book  "Hearth  in  the  Snow"  by  Laura  Buchan  and  Jerry  Allen,  on  Alaska, 
a  scramble  word  quiz  on  the  religions  in  Hawaii,  and  reports  on  Cuba  and 
Canada. 

Pictured  above  is  the  Mexican  Feista  which  concluded  the  studies  of 
the  two  groups.  The  menu  was  Guacamole  salad,  tamales,  chili  con  came, 
frijoles  refritos,  tortillas,  peach  halves,  arroz  a  la  Mexicana. 


Shown  is  Miss  Sue  Burton  of  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church  as  she 
read  the  scriptures  at  the  recent  dress  rehearsal  of  the  Resurrection  Pageant 
to  be  staged  during  the  Easter  Sunrise  Service  sponsored  by  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

Miss  Burton  was  chosen  to  read  the  scriptures  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Northwest  Sub-district.  Each  church  entered  one  young  person  in  the 
contest.  Judges  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Wigle,  counselors.  Delta  Sub¬ 
district.  ,  -g 

Miss  Burton  will  read  the  resurrection  story  from  Matthew  chapter  Id, 
verses  1-8.  The  scriptures  will  come  alive  as  the  youth  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  portray  the  resurrection  story. 


These  members  of  the  Lacombe  M.Y.F.,  Lacombe,  Louisiana,  are  sitting 
in  front  of  a  Christmas  scene  which  they  constructed  last  Christmas.  In 
the  back  row,  from  left  to  right,  are  Toby  Pumphrey,  Marion  Hoffman,  and 
Maurice  Leatherbury.  In  the  front  row  are  Pat  Chance,  Terra  Warren,  Rosa¬ 
lie  Leatherbury,  Susan  Williams,  and  Sandra  Fortenberry.  Not  pictured  are 
Harry  Schaefer,  Johanna  Schaefer,  Ellery  Fletcher,  TimothyRyan,  ^ondra 
Chance  and  Lillian  Leatherbury.  The  adult  counselor  is  Miss  Shelia  Nuttall, 
and  assistants  are  Mrs.  Arthur  Schaefer  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Leatherbury.  The 

pastor  is  Rev.  N.  D.  Pearce.  ...  .  , 

Other  activities  of  the  past  year  were:  an  Easter  play,  a  sacrificial 
supper,  starting  a  costume  chest  for  the  church,  trick-or-treatmg  for 
UNICEF,  having  a  youth  caravan  during  the  summer,  sending  five  mem¬ 
bers  to  Workshop  at  Camp  Garrison,  sending  the  president  to  Conference 
in  Shreveport,  having  several  planning  sessions,  taking  a  religious  census 
of  Lacombe,  and  giving  a  Christmas  pageant,  "Why  the  Chimes  Rang. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS.  LOUISIANA  AREA 


North  Arkansas  Conference  Woman’s  Soc. 
Holds  19th  Annual  Meet  At  Jonesboro 


Miss  Mildred  Osment,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  president;  and  Mrs.  W. 
F.  Cooley,  Jurisdiction  secretary  of  Literature  and  Publications,  were  nominated  to  the 
Jurisdiction  Society  for  election  to  the  Board  of  Missions. 


Miss  Mona  McNutt,  former  U.S.-2,  and  Miss  Iris  Bell,  deaconess  at  Imboden,  stand¬ 
ing;  look  at  program  with  Miss  Mary  Lou  Bond,  deaconess  at  Bethlehem  Center,  Mem¬ 
phis. 


W.S.C.S.  Societies 
Hold  Studies 

The  Loranger  W.S.C.S.  studied  the 
Middle  East  Pilgrimage,  beginning 
January  10.  Fifty  per  cent  of  the 
entire  membership  attended  the  four 
sessions  held;  only  four  members 
failed  to  attend  at  least  one  session. 
The  first  session  covered  the  geo¬ 
graphical  area;  its  physical  appear¬ 
ance;  the  various  people  living  there 
noting  their  differences  and  simi¬ 
larities;  their  faiths  and  cultures. 
The  second  session  brought  out  the 
“Birth  of  Nations”  in  the  area;  the 
third  was  concerned  with  the  “Three 
Monotheistic  Pilgrims”  and  the 
fourth  “Missions,  in  the  Middle 
East,  past,  present  and  future.”  The 
opening  prayers  were  taken  from 
our  Prayer  Calendar;  each  of  the 
four  closing  worship  services  were 
centered  around  some  muslem  con¬ 
vert  to  Christianity. 

At  the  last  session,  a  generous 
free  willing  offering  was  made  and 
a  short  social  period  was  enjoyed, 
while  those  present  enjoyed  dates 
from  Arabia;  tea  from  West  Pakis¬ 
tan  and  sweet  cakes  from  the  U.S.A. 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Morel,  Sr.,  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  made  the 
study  possible.  The  pastor  Rev.  C. 
J.  T.  Cotten,  missed  but  one  session, 
and  gave  generously  of  his  help  and 
fine  cooperation  as  did  his  wife;  the 
last  two  sessions  were  held  in  the 
parsonage. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

January  14th  the  Trinity  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Alexandria  was  host 
to  the  Doris  Branton  Circle  from 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  the  Pineville  Wesleyan 
Service  Guilds,  at  which  time  Mrs. 
Alvin  Sandefur  of  Bunkie  showed 
slides  of  her  European  trip.  This 
was  part  of  their  program  for  Jan., 
which  was  Guild  Month. 

Rev.  Otis  W.  Spinks  is  the  min¬ 
ister  at  Trinity,  and  Mrs.  Lou  Kelley 
is  President  of  the  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild. 

To  Trinity  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  goes  the  honor  of  assisting  in 
the  organization  of  a  new  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  at  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church  in  Effie,  La.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  Mrs. 


Monticello  District 
Committee  Meets 

The  Officers  of  the  Monticello 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  met  in  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Spore  in  Monticello 
Wednesday,  February  11th  at  10:00 
a.m.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hutchinson  and  Mrs. 
Barnett  Miles  were  co-hostesses. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a 
prayer  by  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft, 
Conference  Spiritual  Life  Secretary. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Adcock  of  Dumas,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  presided  during  the 
business  session. 

Officers  gave  interesting  reports 
of  their  work  and  answered  ques¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  their  office. 

A  slate  of  officers  for  the  new 
year  (with  the  exception  of  a  presi¬ 
dent)  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Hutch¬ 
inson,  chairman  of  the  Research 
Committee. 

The  Research  Committee  for  the 
ensuing  year  will  be:  Mrs.  Searcy 
Harrell  of  Hampton,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Barnett  Miles  of  Monticello,  and 
Mrs.  Horace  Everett  of  Fordyce. 

The  Annual  Spring  Conference  of 
the  district  will  be  held  in  the  Mon¬ 
ticello  Church,  April  15. 

The  following  officers  were  pre¬ 
sent:  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  Lake 
Village,  Conference  Spiritual  Life 
secretary;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Adcock,  Mrs. 
B.  W.  Phillips,  and  Mrs.  Harould 
Scott  of  Dumas;  Mrs.  Barnett  Miles, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Spore  of  Monticello;  Mrs. 
Searcy  Harrell,  Hampton;  Mrs.  N.  J. 
Garrett,  Crossett;  Mrs.  Louis  W.  Ed- 
erington,  Warren;  Mrs.  John  Valen¬ 
tin,  Mrs.  Booth  Hope,  and  Mrs.  Hor¬ 
ace  Everett  of  Fordyce. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  with 
a  prayer  by  Mrs.  Adcock  and  the 
group  then  went  to  a  local  restau¬ 
rant  for  a  lovely  meal.  Mrs.  Horace 
Everett  (reporter). 


Bertha  Louise  McNeal,  President, 
Mrs.  Myrtie  Moss,  Vice-President; 
Mrs.  Cortez  Fuqua,  recording  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer;  Secretary  of 
Promotion,  Mrs.  Edna  Sayes;  Co¬ 
ordinator,  Mrs.  John  Sayes;  Spiri¬ 
tual  Life  Chairman,  Mrs.  Ollie  Mc¬ 
Neal.  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  the  pastor 
at  Oak  Grove. 

Veda  Blalock 

Church  Secretary 


Participating  in  the  Service  on  Wednesday  evening 
were  Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington,  Jurisdiction  Treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  William  Hall,  conference  Treasurer,  seated;  and 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Hunt,  secretary  of  supply  work. 


The  Pledge  Service  Wednesday  evening  concluded  with 
the  members  of  families  who  enacted  the  pantomimes 
kneeling  at  the  altar  as  Mrs.  John  Fortenberry  sang  “Above 
the  Hills.” 


Honored  in  the  Membership  March  were  little  Miss 
Sara  Kay  Smith  of  Jonesboro,  with  a  Junior  Membership; 
and  Mrs.  Gilstrap,  with  an  Honorary  Membership.  Sara’s 
grandmother  was  a  class  mate  of  Mrs.  Gilstrap’s.  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Conyers  of  Batesville,  right,  received  an  Adult 
Membership. 
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Christian  Education 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


YOUNG  BEAUTIES  —  "Grow  in  the  grace,  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ."  (II  Peter  3:18.  RSY)  (Photo  by  Malak,  Ottawa  from 
combine  distributed  by  RNS) 


Church  World 
Service  Issues 
Children’s  Kit 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Allstrom,  w  e  1 1- 
known  writer  in  the  field  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  is  the  author  of  a 
new  Church  World  Service  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Kit  just  published  by  the  re¬ 
lief  and  reconstruction  agency  for 
use  in  inter-denominational  vaca¬ 
tion  schools,  weekday  schools,  day 
camps,  and  similar  educational  proj¬ 
ects  for  children. 

The  kit,  according  to  its  author, 
is  designed  “to  help  boys  and  girls 
to  understand  a  particular  way  that 
the  church  works  around  the  world, 
providing  food  for  the  hungry,  the 
sick  and  the  needy.”  It  is  also 
planned  to  enable  “children  to  rec¬ 
ognize  that  they,  too,  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  this  world  task”  and 
to  help  them  to  find  ways  “to  carry 
it  out  and  thus  to  understand 
through  practice  what  it  means  to 
be  their  ‘brother’s  brother.” 

The  kit  takes  the  place  of  the 
Children’s  Kit  which  has  been  is¬ 
sued  for  some  years  by  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Rural  Overseas  Program,  and 
supplements  promotional  materials 
used  in  many  inter-denominational 
vacation  schools  on  behalf  of  the 
Share  Our  Surplus  program. 

The  kit  includes  background  in¬ 
formation  for  teachers  on  the  relief 
ministries  of  the  churches,  services 
of  worship,  stories,  lists  of  resource 
materials,  songs  and  singing  games, 
picture  stories,  and  things  to  make. 

Sample  copies  may  be  obtained, 
free  of  charge,  from  Church  World 
Service,  215  Fourth  Avenue,  New 
York  10,  New  York  or  CROP,  117 
West  Lexington  Avenue,  Elkhart, 
Indiana. 


National  Training 
Sessions  In 
Camping  Planned 

National  training  sessions  for 
“leaders  of  leaders”  in  camping  are 
planned  by  the  Committee  on  Camps 
and  Conferences  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall.  Three  two-week  train¬ 
ing  camps  will  provide  opportunity 
for  testing  better  ways  of  camping. 
Experiences  will  be  weighed  and 
interpreted  in  terms  of  Christian 
values. 

These  camps  are  for  persons  who 
by  qualification  and  experience  in 
church  camping  would  be  compe¬ 
tent  to  give  strong  leadership  in  the 
annual  conference  program  of  train¬ 
ing.  A  limited  number  of  scholar¬ 
ships  will  be  available  to  camping 
leaders  in  The  Methodist  Church 
again  this  year.  Information  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  Miss  Aileen 
Sanborn  at  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee. 

The  training  session  for  the  East 
Coast  will  be  at  National  Camp, 
Matamoras,  Pennsylvania,  July  29- 
August  12.  Dr.  Robert  Davis  will  be 
the  director. 

Rev.  Maurice  D.  Bone,  chairman 
of  the  National  Council’s  Committee 
on  Camps  and  Conferences,  will  di¬ 
rect  the  Midwest  session,  which  will 
be  at  Bradford  Woods  Camp,  Mar¬ 
tinsville,  Indiana,  September  9-23. 

The  West  Coast  camp  will  be  at 
Suttle  Lake,  Sisters,  Oregon,  Sep¬ 
tember  9-23.  Rev.  Ed  Schlingman 
will  be  its  director. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Brown,  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  campsite  development 
and  operation  for  the  Division  of 
the  Local  Church,  General  Board 
of  Education,  will  serve  as  a  small- 
group  leader  at  Matamoras,  Penn¬ 


sylvania.  Miss  LaDonna  Bogardus, 
staff  member  of  the  Department  of 
Christian  Education  of  Children,  Di¬ 


vision  of  the  Local  Church,  will  be 
a  small-group  leader  and  resource 
person  at  the  West  Coast  camp. 


SCENES  FROM  THE  LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

/AC  AT  ION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  COACHING  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  held  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
March  18-19.  At  left  are  shown  the  first  registrants 
for  the  meeting.  Left  below  is  the  group  singing  which 
oreceded  a  talk  by  Rev.  J.  Ralph  Clayton,  pastor  of  Win¬ 
field  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock.  Directly  below  is 
jne  of  the  classes  in  which  participants  were  given  much 
information  to  help  them  in  Vacation  Church  Schools. 

0^,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  pastor  of  the  host  church, 
, nd  Mrs.  Walton  were  the  dinner  meeting  speakers. 
Rev.  Otto  Teague,  pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  led  the  Thursday  morning  worship.  Mrs.  H. 
Thompson,  director  of  Christian  Education  of  the 


i/ie#  rhnrrh  Wf*lmmed  the 


Counseling  In  Youth 
Summer  Agencies 

The  whole  responsibility  for  solv¬ 
ing  another’s  problems  does  not  lie 
with  the  counselor,  says  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Dr.  Foster  J.  Williams  in 
“Counseling  in  Youth  Summer 
Agencies.”  The  great  commandment 
(Matthew  22:36-40  R.S.V.)  summar¬ 
izes  all  that  needs  to  be  said  about 
counseling,  Dr.  Williams  says;  and 
in  it  Jesus  removes  the  necessity 
for  one  to  solve  completely  the 
problems  of  another  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren. 

“Life  is  an  ongoing  process  of 
growth.  We  but  enter  into  this  pro¬ 
cess  at  a  moment,  influence  and  are 
influenced  by  the  relationship  and 
then  trust  to  God.  For  God  is  active 
in  this  process!”  Dr.  Williams  writes. 

This  fine  article  is  included  in  the 
new  General  Bulletin — Summer  In¬ 
stitutes  and  Assemblies.  It  has  also 
been  issued  in  the  form  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Service  Leaflet 
(2454-C)  and  may  be  ordered  from 
the  Youth  Department,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee.  Single 
copies  are  5  cents  each;  lots  of  one 
dozen  cost  35  cents. 
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TAKING  PART  in  the  dedication  of  the  Winnfield 
First  Methodist  Church  sanctuary  Sunday,  February  8, 
were  the  above  clergymen  and  lay  men.  From  left  to 
right.  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Alexandria,  District 
Superintendent;  Rev.  P.  M.  Caraway,  former  pastor  and 


now  in  Shreveport;  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  present  First 
Methodist  pastor;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock, 
bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area;  T.  H.  Harrel, 
building  committee  chairman;  and  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  a 
former  pastor  of  the  local  church,  now  at  Lafayette. 


Winnfield  Church 
Is  Dedicated  By 
Bishop  Martin 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas-Louisiana  Area  performed 
the  Act  of  Dedication  and  preached 
the  sermon  at  an  impressive  dedi¬ 
cation  service  for  the  Winnfield 
First  Methodist  Church  sanctuary, 
Sunday  morning,  February  8. 

Participating  in  the  service  were 
two  pastors  who  served  during  the 
construction  program,  Rev.  Fred  S. 
Flurry  of  Lafayette,  and  Rev.  P.  M. 
Caraway  of  Shreveport;  also  Rev. 
A.  W.  Townsend  of  Alexandria,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent;  and  Rev.  R. 
H.  Staples,  present  pastor. 

The  sanctuary,  part  of  a  $150,000 
building  program,  was  completed  in 
1952.  Final  payment  on  the  building 
was  made  in  December,  1958,  thus 
qualifying  it  for  formal  dedication 
according  to  Methodist  custom. 

T.  H.  Harrel,  lay  member  of  the 
Church,  represented  the  board  of 
trustees  in  presenting  the  building 
for  dedication.  He  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  building  committee  dur¬ 
ing  the  final  phase  of  the  program. 

Rev.  Staples  gave  the  invocation. 
A  duet,  “God  That  Madest  Earth 
and  Heaven”  by  Rathbun  was  sung 
by  Mrs.  N.  A.  Clinton  and  Billy 
Plunkett,  members  of  the  Choir  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Dufresne.  Rev. 
Townsend  led  a  responsive  reading, 
Canticle  of  the  Church,  and  the  Af¬ 
firmation  of  Faith. 

Rev.  Caraway  read  the  Scripture 
lesson  and  Rev.  Flurry  gave  the 
Prayer. 

Bishop  Martin,  in  his  sermon, 
gave  his  idea  of  what  a  church 
should  mean.  In  the  first  place,  he 
said,  it  should  give  a  sense  of  prop¬ 
er  perspective  to  replace  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  immediacy  which  too  often 
prevails.  Then,  he  said,  we  will  not 
be  so  concerned  about  the  little  day 


Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  W.  Darrell  Overdyke,  profes¬ 
sor  of  history  and  government,  has 
been  awarded  the  Hemenway  Grant 
at  Centenary  College  to  do  histori¬ 
cal  research  and  writing  during  the 
summer  months. 

The  grant,  established  three  years 
ago  by  the  Hemenway  Furniture 
Co.,  Inc.,  enables  one  Centenary 
faculty  member  each  year  to  follow 
pursuits  of  his  own  choosing  while 
receiving  the  same  amount  he  nor¬ 
mally  would  receive  for  teaching 
summer  school  classes  on  the  cam¬ 
pus. 

Initial  recipient  of  the  grant  was 
Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the 
department  of  chemistry,  who  used 
the  sum  to  do  advanced  study  in 
his  own  field.  Last  summer,  the 
grant  went  to  Bryant  Davidson, 
head  of  the  department  of  history 
and  government,  who  did  research 
work  for  a  book  he  is  planning  to 
write  concerning  the  program  of  a 


to  day  problems,  and  will  not  worry 
so  much  about  the  immediate  past, 
present,  and  future. 

Secondly,  he  said,  we  should 
through  the  church,  establish  a 
higher  scale  of  values  in  our  life, 
placing  service  to  mankind  above 
material  gain. 

Next,  we  should  learn  from  our 
church  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong.  Today,  he  said, 
there  is  too  often  a  hazy  view  of 
right  and  wrong  with  no  clearcut 
line  between. 

Bishop  Martin  commented  on  the 
excellent  condition  of  the  sanctuary, 
complimenting  members  and  pastors 
for  the  care  given  the  building. 

Benediction  was  given  by  Bishop 
Martin. 

Bishop  Martin  and  visiting  pastors 
were  guests  at  a  special  dinner  fol¬ 
lowing  the  service. 


Christian  college  of  Centenary’s 
type  should  stress  in  developing 
citizens  for  today’s  world. 

Dr.  Overdyke  is  a  cum  laude 
graduate  of  Centenary  and  holds 
the  MA  degree  in  history  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  University  and  the 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  During  the  week  of  March 
29th,  the  work  of  the  estimat¬ 
ing  of  the  church’s  financial 
potential  is  completed  and  the 
proposed  budget  is  compared 
with  it.  Captains  of  Visitation 
teams  also  complete  their  re¬ 
cruitment. 

2.  April  5th  begins  Week  5.  The 
Congregational  Dinner  is  again 
announced. 

3.  On  April  6th  the  Program  and 
Resources  Chairman  should 
meet  with  the  Commission  on 
Stewardship  and  Finance  to 
report  proposals  for  the  -new 
budget  so  that  it  may  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  very  next  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  meeting. 

4.  When  the  budget  is  approved 
the  Pictured  Appeal  Folders 
are  printed  and  mailed  to  the 
congregation. 

5.  By  April  9th  the  Materials 
Committee  begins  typing  each 
name  on  the  Master  List  on  a 
Commitment  Card. 

6.  On  April  11th,  the  EMC  pos¬ 
ters  are  put  up.  Letters  B-l 
and  B-2  are  readied  for  mail¬ 
ing  at  a  later  date. 


PhD  degree  in  American  history 
from  Duke  University.  His  writings 
have  appeared  in  many  historical 
quarterlies  and  other  publications. 


Even  though  the  Scriptures  tell  us  that  "where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  my  name,  there  am  I",  a  perfect  setting  makes  for  better  wor¬ 
ship.  This  is  just  what  the  congregation  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Farmerville  will  have  when  the  sanctuary  is  completed.  Although  many 
wonderful  messages,  and  many  Christian  experiences  have  taken  place  in 
the  Recreational  Room,  Which  is  being  used  for  worship  services  at  present, 
it  is  expected  that  much  more  may  be  accomplished  when  the  building  is 
completed.  The  contract  has  been  signed  and  construction  should  begin 
within  a  month  on  the  building.  The  structure  will  be  of  Old  English  archi¬ 
tecture  with  a  seating  capacity  of  around  240.  The  present  educational 
system,  completed  in  1954,  was  the  first  part  of  the  original  plan  com¬ 
pleted.  Also  completed  in  the  same  year,  was  a  three  bedroom  brick  veneer 
parsonage.  The  congregation  is  eagerly  awaiting  completion  of  the  sanctuary 
and  join  together  in  praying,  that  with  God's  help,  much  good  may  ^  ac¬ 
complished  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  Rannie  Terrall,  contractor;  Jim  W. 
Grier,  Chairman  of  Official  Board;  S.  L.  Smith,  Treasurer;  standing.  Rev. 
Rupert  Coles,  pastor,  signing  the  contract. 
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New  Handbook  On 
Church  Publicity 
Now  Available 

Professional  and  volunteer  work¬ 
ers  concerned  with  the  job  of  pub¬ 
licity  in  the  local  parish  and  in  larg¬ 
er  church  organizations  will  find 
new  and  more  effective  ways  of 
communicating  the  Church’s  mes¬ 
sage  in  the  recently  published  hand¬ 
book,  Publicity  Goes  to  Church. 
Drawing  upon  modern  techniques, 
yet  realizing  the  limitations  of  time 
and  budget,  it  shows  how  various 
means  of  communication  —  radio, 
television,  newspapers,  magazines, 
bulletins,  direct  mail — can  be  used 
effectively  and  tastefully. 

The  author,  William  E.  Leidt, 
publisher-editor  of  FORTH,  devotes 
considerable  space  to  communica¬ 
tion  through  the  printed  word,  a 
means  of  communication  in  which 
all  churches  engage  and  in  which 
the  author  is  extremely  proficient. 
Here  he  gives  sound  advice  on  sav¬ 
ing  costs,  saving  time,  and  produc¬ 
ing  printed  pieces  that  are  attrac¬ 
tive,  readable,  and  persuasive. 

His  suggestions  for  working  with 
the  local  newspaper,  radio,  or  tele¬ 
vision  station  will  alert  the  church 
publicity  worker  to  many  available, 
but  overlooked,  opportunities  for  re¬ 
laying  the  Church’s  message. 

Publicity  Goes  to  Church  brings 
out  many  subtle  points — the  stra¬ 
tegic  placement  of  signs  so  the 
stranger  can  find  the  church  easily, 
the  importance  of  a  cordial  atmos¬ 
phere  in  the  church  office  to  make 
the  outsider  feel  welcome  —  which 
guide  the  worker  toward  greater 
accomplishments,  and  which  are 
bound  to  help  the  worker  keep  pace 
with  changing  times  in  a  growing 
parish. 

Color  Slides  Are 
Available  On 
Free-Loan  Basis 

New  York  —  Two  sets  of  color 
slides  illustrating  the  life,  program 
and  work  of  the  International  Chris¬ 
tian  University  in  Japan  are  now 
available  to  the  general  public  on 
a  free-loan  basis. 

The  first  set  includes  seventy 
mounted  transparencies.  Copies  of 
it  have  been  duplicated  for  use  pri¬ 
marily  by  churches,  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  and  secular  groups. 

The  second  set  was  prepared 
especially  for  speakers  who  may 
wish  to  heighten  their  talks  pic- 
torially  with  slides  of  the  new  edu¬ 
cational  enterprise  in  Japan.  It  has 
four  frames,  each  stressing  the  in¬ 
ternational  character,  Christian  wit¬ 
ness,  and  university  standards  of 
this  unique  graduate-level  institu¬ 
tion  near  Tokyo. 

Either  set,  with  an  accompanying 
narrative,  may  be  secured  for  loan 
and  without  charge  by  writing  to 
The  Japan  International  Christian 
University  Foundation,  Inc.,  44  East 
23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  New 
York. 

Dr.  Charles  J.  Turck,  executive 
director  of  this  agency,  observed 
that  the  presentation  of  these  slides 
would  be  singularly  timely,  as  well 
as  significant,  this  year  because 
Japanese  Christians  are  currently 
celebrating  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  introduction  of  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  Japan. 

Founded  in  1949  and  opened  in 
1953,  the  International  Christian 


Poles  Wait  in  Line 

To  Study  English 


Warsaw — The  line  began  forming  in  the  cold  morning  hours,  although 
everybody  knew  it  would  be  3  p.  m.  before  the  doors  opened. 

In  a  city  of  queues,  it  was  a  strange  one — students,  army  officers,  gov¬ 
ernment  officials,  housewives,  all  waiting  outside  the  Methodist  Church. 
At  3  p.  m.  when  the  doors  were  opened,  there  was  a  surge  forward  to  the 
desks  inside. 

The  line  forms  three  times  a  year,  when  registration  is  opened  for  the 
most  popular  course  in  Warsaw — the  course  in  the  English  language,  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Methodist  Church  here  forty  years  ago  and  now  more  in 
demand  than  ever. 

German  and  Russian  are  still  the  most  commonly  known  foreign  lan¬ 
guages  in  Poland — German  because  of  the  occupation  during  World  War  II 
and  because  parts  of  Western  Poland  once  belong  to  Germany,  Russian  be¬ 
cause  it  was  a  required  language  in  the  schools  until  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

French  is  the  foreign  language  most  treasured  by  the  older  educated 
generations  but  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  there  has  been  an  enormous 
spurt  in  interest  in  English. 

Cooperatives  of  language-teachers  have  organized  classes  in  factories 
and  in  government  departments,  but  the  school  of  the  Methodists  is  at  top 
of  the  list  in  popularity  and  social  cachet. 


North  Africa: 

Land  of  Destiny 

There  are  two  Africas  (possibly 
three);  and  one  that  is  little  known 
to  Americans,  but  that  has  growing 
importance  in  the  unrest  that  flares 
across  the  world,  is  generally  de¬ 
nominated  as  “North  Africa,”  or 
“Moslem  Africa.”  Once,  centuries 
ago,  it  was  one  of  the  great  strong¬ 
holds  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
produced  some  of  the  faith’s  great¬ 
est  leaders. 

Mrs.  Ann  L.  Ashmore,  of  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  (whose  volume  “The  Call 
of  the  Congo”  gave  us  graphic  pic¬ 
tures  of  central  Africa)  has  now 
opened  up  parts  of  North  Africa  in 
her  new  volume,  North  Africa:  Land 
of  Destiny,  published  by'  the  Parthe¬ 
non  Press.  The  94-page  book  is  real¬ 
ly  the  letters  written  by  Miss  Sue 
Robinson,  of  North  Mississippi,  who 
was  a  special  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Africa 
from  October  1951  to  September 
1954.  Mrs.  Ashmore  has  edited  and 
arranged  these  letters  so  that  they 
give  vivid  pictures  and  insights  into 
the  life  of  people,  and  cultures,  and 
institutions  that  flourish  under  Mos¬ 
lem  and  Moslem-French  rule;  and 
of  the  American  and  French  and 
Arab  churches  there.  The  whole  is 
a  fresh  and  living  panorama  of  life 
and  times  and  conditions  in  an  area 
that  is  less  and  less  to  be  designated 
as  “French  Africa.”  The  volume  is 
a  valuable  addition  to  reading  and 
study  materials  on  this  “unknown” 
yet  ancient  Africa. 

(Copies  of  the  volume  may  be 
secured  from  any  Cokesbury  Book 
Store,  or  direct  from  Mrs.  Ashmore, 
P.O.  Box  1093,  Jackson,  Miss.,  Price: 
$1.50) 

Methodists  Unharmed 
In  Bolivia  Riots 

No  Methodist  personnel  were  in¬ 
jured  nor  was  Methodist  property 
damaged  in  the  recent  riots  and 
demonstrations  in  LaPaz,  capital  of 
Bolivia.  In  a  letter,  a  Methodist 
missionary  in  La  Paz  said,  “All  is 
calm  after  three  days  of  disturbanc¬ 
es.  All  our  people  are  well  and  go¬ 
ing  on  with  their  work.”  The  riots 
were  attributed  to  a  report  on  the 
economic  and  political  situation  in 
Bolivia  published  in  an  American 
newsmagazine.  - _ 

University  in  Japan  receives  most 

of  its  financial  support  from  fifteen 
major  denominations  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 


Every  year  6,000  Poles  register  at 
the  school  adjoining  the  church  and 
pay  70  zlotys,  about  $2.80,  for  twelve 
hours  of  instruction  a  month. 
Throughout  Poland  there  are  men 
and  women  who  tell  the  stranger 
proudly  that  they  learned  their 
English  “at  the  Methodists.”  One  of 
the  most  popular  foreign  books  in 
Poland  is  a  book  that  begins  “this 
is  a  man” — C.  E.  Eckersley’s  “Essen¬ 
tial  English  for  Foreign  Students.” 

The  principal  of  the  school  and 
the  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Szczepkowski  —  born  in 
Brookly,  Oxonian  accent.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Szczepkowski  served  in  the 
United  States  Navy  during  World 
War  I  and  after  the  war  was  as¬ 
signed  by  the  Methodist  Church  as 
missionary  in  Warsaw. 


Editor's  Note:  The  New  York 
Times  published  under  the  head¬ 
ing  in  its  February  13,  1959,  issue 
a  report  from  Warsaw,  Poland,  on 
the  Methodist  English  School  in 
Warsaw  and  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Poland.  The  article 
was  written  by  A.  M.  Rosenthal, 
the  Times  correspondent  in 
Poland,  and  formerly  in  India. 
The  Times  has  granted  permis¬ 
sion  to  Methodist  periodicals  to 
reprint  this  article. 


All  through  World  War  II,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Szczepkowski  and  his 
American  colleagues  lived  in  War¬ 
saw— “a  vision  of  hell.”  The  pastor 
said  he  saw  things  he  would  never 
forget — German  squads  setting  fire 
to  tenements  in  the  ghetto  and  then 
ordering  sharpshooters  to  pick  off 
the  men  and  women  who  had  run 
screaming  to  the  roofs. 

During  Poland’s  Stalinist  era,  the 
eight  American  officials  of  the 
church  were  ordered  to  leave  Pol¬ 
and.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Szczepkowski 
elected  to  remain  and  to  do  so  had 
to  renounce  his  American  citizen¬ 
ship  and  become  a  Polish  citizen. 

There  are  about  15,000  Methodists 
in  Poland  now,  with  seventy-two 
parishes  and  fifty  pastors.  In  War¬ 
saw,  there  are  about  1,000  registered 
members  of  the  church  and  about 
100  normally  attend  services. 

The  school  recruits  its  teachers  for 
the  English-language  course  from 
among  foreign  women  married  to 
Poles — Britons,  Australians,  Cana- 


Berkeley  Version 
Of  the  Bible  To 
Be  Released  Soon 

So  great  has  been  the  advance 
interest  in  the  new  Berkeley  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible,  scheduled  for  re¬ 
lease  April  10,  that  its  publishers, 
P.  J.  and  B.  D.  Zondervan  of  Zon- 
dervan  Publishing  House,  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  advise  that  it  will 
be  a  sellout  on  publication  day. 
Most  of  the  first  printing  of  11,000 
copies  has  been  reserved  via  ad¬ 
vance  orders  a  month  before  the 
new  book’s  release.  A  second  print¬ 
ing  of  16,000  copies  has  already  been 
ordered  by  the  publishers. 

The  Berkeley  Version,  which  is  a 
complete  new  translation  and  not 
just' a  revision,  is  the  product  of  20 
years  of  preparation.  Dr.  Gerrit 
Verkuyl  of  Berkeley,  California,  the 
editor-in-chief  of  the  project,  first 
issued  the  New  Testament  portion 
in  1945.  For  the  last  ten  years,  he 
has  been  assisted  by  19  other  trans¬ 
lators  from  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  most  of  them  affili¬ 
ated  with  leading  colleges  and  theo¬ 
logical  seminaries.  The  complete 
Holy  Bible  is  based  on  the  original 
texts  brought  up-to-date  in  modern 
English. 

Some  distinctive  features  of  the 
new  book  are:  It  is  fully  annotated 
with  brief  illuminating  and  factual 
notes;  it  is  printed  in  easy-to-read 
paragraph  form;  designations  of 
deity  are  always  capitalized  for 
clarity  and  reverence;  wherever 
possible,  dates  of  events  are  includ¬ 
ed  right  with  the  text;  it  has  1248 
pages  printed  in  large,  clear  type 
and  comes  in  both  clothbound  and 
deluxe  editions. 

Nagoya  Gakuin  Has 
New  President 

A  69-year-old  Christian  high 
school  in  Nagoya,  Japan,  which  was 
founded  by  American  Methodists 
and  has  long  been  supported  by 
them,  has  a  new  president.  The 
school  is  Nagoya  Gakuin,  and  the 
president  is  the  Rev.  Kazuo  Sueka- 
ne. 

An  educator  and  a  pastor,  Mr. 
Suekane  is  the  first  president  of 
Nagoya  Gakuin  who  is  not  of  Meth¬ 
odist  background.  For  13  years,  he 
was  chaplain  at  the  Kinjo  Girls 
School  in  Nagoya.  Later  he  was 
chaplain  and  teacher  of  Bible  at 
Miyagi  Girls  College  in  Sendai. 

Nagoya  Gaquin,  with  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  2,000  students,  was  founded 
in  1887  by  the  Rev.  Fred  Klein,  a 
missionary  of  the  former  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  who  went  out 
from  the  Baltimore  area.  Since  its 
establishment,  the  school  has  been 
supported  by  Methodists. 


dians  and  a  couple  of  Americans. 
The  full  course  lasts  four  years.  The 
students’  ages  range  from  the  late 
teens  to  the  early  seventies. 

The  queue  on  opening  day  pro¬ 
vided  a  good  sampling  of  the  moti¬ 
vations  of  the  students.  There  were 
university  students  who  felt  they 
could  push  ahead  faster  if  they  took 
the  classes  “at  the  Methodists.” 
There  were  government  officials 
who  felt  that  English  would  help 
them  attain  promotion.  There  were 
diplomats  in  trainings  and  people 
who  hoped  to  visit  relatives  in  Eng¬ 
land  or  the  United  States. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 


By  W.  W.  Reid 


December  25,  26,  27,  1959  will 
mark  the  175th  anniversary  of  the 
Christmas  “Conference”  in  Lovely 
Lane  Chapel,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
when  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized,  Francis  As- 
bury  was  consecrated  bishop  and 
the  first  “Discipline”  (book  of  law) 
for  American  Methodism  was  adopt¬ 
ed.  Plans  are  being  made  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council 
of  the  Methodist  Church  (successor 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
to  celebrate  the  anniversary  with 
nationwide  services.  Drs.  James  W. 
Sells  and  D.  Trigg  James,  of  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga.,  head  the  observance  com¬ 
mittee. 


A  world-known  church  leader, 
Metropolitan  James,  of  Malita,  has 
been  elected  by  the  Holy  Synod  of 
the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  as  his 
church’s  Archbishop  of  North  and 
South  America.  Born  James  A.  Cou- 
couzes,  on  the  island  of  Imbros, 
Turkey,  in  1911,  the  new  Archbishop 
has  spent  sixteen  years  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  He  first  came  here  in 
1939.  He  left  in  March  1955  to  take 
up  his  duties  as  representative  of 
the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of  Con¬ 
stantinople,  the  spiritual  center  of 
all  autonomous  Orthodox  churches, 
to  Geneva,  Switzerland.  As  Metro¬ 
politan  James,  he  was  also  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  ancient  patriarch¬ 
ates  of  Jerusalem,  Antioch,  and 
Alexandria  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  at  Geneva.  He  attended 
the  1954  Evanston  (Ill.)  Assembly 
and  other  gatherings  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  He  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Halki  Theological  Seminary 


in  Turkey.  He  came  to  the  U.  S. 
in  1939  and  was  professor  and  dean 
at  the  Greek  Theological  Seminary, 
Pomfret  Center,  Conn.  From  1941 
to  1953  he  was  dean  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  cathedrals  in  New  York 
and  Boston. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Scott  Latourette, 
professor  emeritus  at  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity,  has  been  re-elected  president 
of  the  Japan  International  Christian 
University  Foundation,  Inc.  The 
university,  near  Tokyo,  receives 
most  of  its  support  from  fifteen 
Protestant  denominations  in  the 
United  States. 


“Instead  of  rejoicing  in  the  varied 
and  polyglot  life  of  the  city,  Prot¬ 
estantism  speaks  condescendingly  of 
the  ‘teeming’  movements  of  metro¬ 
politan  peoples,”  says  Dr.  Truman 
B.  Douglass,  a  leader  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Christian  Church.  “It  re¬ 
fers  to  the  ‘anonymity’  of  the  city, 
and  fails  to  appreciate  the  extent 
to  which  the  quest  for  privacy  is  a 
part  of  the  highest  aspiration  of  the 
human  spirit.  It  disparages  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  metropolitan  experiences 
as  if  this  were  morally  inferior  to 
the  prosaic  dead-level  dullness  of 
American  life  in  the  typical  town 
or  village.  It  abandons  all  attempts 
to  understand  some  of  the  typical 
institutions  of  the  urban  commun¬ 
ity — the  neighborhood  tavern  or 
bar,  for  example,  which  it  rejects 
because  it  serves  liquor  and  fails 
to  understand  it  as  an  antidote  for 
the  loneliness  of  modern  man  who 
is  really  concerned  about  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  his  existence.  Even  the  con¬ 
temporary  probing  of  the  theater, 
which  increasingly  moves  in  the 
realm  of  metaphysics  and  meaning, 
is  tacitly  rejected  by  a  moralistic 
Protestantism  .  .  .  there  should  be 
a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the 
church  is  never  a  self-satisfied  and 
static  community.  It  is  a  commun¬ 
ity  which  begins  by  identifying  it¬ 
self  with  all  the  restlessness  and 
dis-ease  of  man  in  contemporary 
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society  ...  In  the  creation  of  this 
new  attitude  we  need  a  visitation  of 
what  our  forefathers  called  “grace” 
— an  invasion  of  the  divine  spirit 
that  will  liberate  us  from  our  local 
and  provincial  loyalties,  our  identi¬ 
fication  with  class  structure  and 
standards,  and  will  free  us  to  serve 
the  present  age  with  sensitiveness 
to  its  values,  understanding  of  its 
ways,  and  a  faith  that  sees  it  as 
subject  to  the  judgment  of  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  Eternal  God.” 


“During  the  last  four  years,  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  new  church  every  10 
days,”  reports  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Sauer,  missionary  in  Korea.  “New 
churches,  even  in  the  United  States, 
require  subsidy  at  first.  At  present 
105  churches  in  Korea  are  fully  sub¬ 
sidized,  327  partly  subsidized  and 
415  self-supporting.  All  churches 
living  through  the  communist  in¬ 
vasion  are  now  fully  self-support¬ 
ing.  Of  the  total  paid  for  minis¬ 
terial  support  in  1957,  90  per  cent 
was  paid  by  Korean  Methodists  and 
only  10  per  cent  came  from  mission 
subsidy  from  the  United  States.” 


Obituary 

CORE — Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  Addision 
Core,  for  forty  years  a  missionary 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India, 
died  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  22.  He  was  in  his  97th  year 
of  age,  and  had  been  retired  since 
1930.  His  service  in  India  had  been 
as  pastor,  high  school  principal,  and 
district  superintendent;  all  had  been 
within  the  North  India  Annual  Con¬ 
ference — at  Allahabad,  Moradabad, 
Bijnor,  Bareilly,  Budaun,  and  Ku- 
maun. 

Born  in  Cassville,  West  Virginia, 
Aug.  22,  1862,  Dr.  Core  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  West  Virginia  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
and  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology.  In  1889  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  a  missionary;  and  in  1930  he 
was  retired.  In  India,  in  1894,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Reigart 
Kennedy,  a  missionary  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
She  died  in  1951.  A  son  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  them  in 
India. 
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Social  Organization  for 
Population  Control 

The  atlas  of  1920  told  us  that  the 
world’s  population  was  then  1,700,- 
000,000 — with  about  half  of  it  in 
Asia.  Today,  only  four  decades  later, 
the  total  population  is  estimated  at 
2,790,000,000;  and  that  despite  terri¬ 
fic  loss  of  life  in  two  world  wars 
and  in  the  inhumanities  that  follow¬ 
ed  them. 

At  the  present  rate  of  growth, 
notes  a  recent  study  of  population 
trends  (“The  Future  Growth  of 
World  Population”)  made  by  the 
United  Nations,  we  may  expect  to 
have  a  world  population  of  3,000,- 
000,000  in  1962;  4,000,000,000  by 
1977;  5,000,000,000,  by  1960;  and 
6,000,000,000  before  the  year  2,000 
A.D.  Perhaps  we  are  not  apt  to  be 
too  concerned  about  this  last  men¬ 
tioned  year,  but  (normally)  more 
than  half  the  people  now  on  earth 
will  live  to  usher  it  in.  It  may  be 
more  meaningful  to  us  to  note  that 
in  1957  and  in  1958,  the  earth’s  pop¬ 
ulation  grew  by  90,000,000 — as  much 
as  the  entire  population  of  Japan, 
and  twice  that  of  France. 

The  report  goes  on  to  say  that 
within  the  next  600  years,  at  this 
rate,  “each  human  being  will  have 
only  one  square  metre  to  live  on.” 
And  it  concludes  on  this  note:  “It 
goes  without  saying  that  this  can 
never  take  place;  something  will 
happen  to  prevent  it.” 

Our  basic  concern  is  really  with 
what  will  happen.  Here  again  we 
come  to  the  centuries-old  question, 
will  man  organize  his  life  so  as  to 
control  and  determine  what  happens 
to  him — or  will  he  drift  into  what 
cannot  be  other  than  calamity,  per¬ 
haps  annihilation?  Of  course,  there 
are  those  who  say  that  science  and 
technology  will  provide  the  answer 
or  the  way  out;  and  there  are  those 
who  seem  certain  that  earth  can 
rocket  its  surplus  population  off  to 
inhabit  and  bring  under  control 
other  planets  in  the  vast  unexplored 
universe.  This  writer’s  mind  doesn’t 
go  along  too  enthusiastically  to  this 
solution:  maybe  our  descendants 
won’t  want  to  go  to  these  “foreign 
parts”;  maybe  the  outer  universe 
won’t  treat  our  “ships”  too  kindly 
or  gently;  maybe  Planet  Y  won’t 
want  folks  who  rather  messed  up 
their  chances  on  Earth.  Maybe  I’m 
just  not  a  heavy  gambler:  but  I’d 
rather  take  chances  on  mankind  try¬ 
ing  to  do  something  about  this  pop¬ 
ulation  problem  on  earth — and  soon. 

No  one  has  the  solution — and  there 
is  probably  no  single  solution.  But 
man  needs  to  study,  and  to  plan, 
and  to  act  toward  solution.  For  one 
thing,  all  the  technological  advance 
being  made  in  the  world — and  it  is 
great — is  unable  right  now  to  keep 
pace  in  food  supply  with  the  popu¬ 
lation  growth.  We  are  going  to  see 
and  experience  hunger  'and  want, 
perhaps  an  increase  in  it,  for  long 
years  to  come.  Some  drastic  “vol¬ 
untary  control”  of  population — cer¬ 
tainly  something  other  than  war  or 
pestilence — is  desperately  demand¬ 
ed. 

Nor  is  the  answer  alone  in  birth- 
control,  though  that  seems  a  sine 
qui  non  at  this  juncture.  The  multi¬ 
plication  of  human  beings  on  earth 
comes  more  from  a  “dramatic  drop” 
in  the  deathrate,  rather  than  in  a 


Methodism  In  Uruguay 


By  Hugh  C.  Stuntz 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 


The  sixth  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Annual  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Uruguay  was  held  recently  in  the  city  of  Paysandu,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Uruguay  river,  250  miles  northwest  of  Montevideo.  This  is  the 
first  time  our  young  conference  has  met  outside  the  capital  city  where  most 
Methodist  work  has  centered. 

It  was  a  splendid  experience,  good  for  complacent  city  dwellers  and 
a  lift  to  the  churches  of  the  Interior,  which  steadily  lose  their  most  promis¬ 
ing  young  people  to  the  magnet  of  the  great  city. 

Lawson  Lee,  district  superintendent  and  pastor  of  the  thriving  church 
in  Paysandu,  a  missionary  from  Oklahoma,  was  the  responsible  host.  His 
nine  years  of  effort  in  that  city  of  80,000  have  produced  a  handsome  and 
adequate  church  building,  and  a  congregation  of  a  hundred  members  with 
an  intermediate  and  youth  group  that  opened  our  eyes!  ... 

We  are  just  starting  our  eightieth  year  of  Methodist  work  in  this 


country.  We  have  twenty  churches 
and  seventeen  pastors,  twelve  full 
members  of  the  Conference,  with 
eight  young  people  in  the  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  getting  ready  for  full¬ 
time  church  service.  This  year  we 
ordained  our  first  woman  preacher: 
a  seminary  graduate,  product  of  one 
of  our  city  churches.  Already  as  a 
supply  pastor  she  has  done  excellent 
work  in  an  interior  city.  Our  small 
membership  increased  by  five  per 
cent  to  1750  members,  and  new  work 
was  projected  during  the  year  in 
several  places.  We  authorized  a  fi¬ 
nancial  campaign  this  year  to  raise 
$80,000  pesos  for  social  work  proj¬ 
ects.  Goodwill  Industries  have  had 
twenty-five  years  of  successful  op¬ 
eration,  but  have  been  handicapped 
by  inadequate  accommodations.  The 
new  building,  made  possible  by  mis¬ 
sion  Specials  and  local  gifts,  will  be 
completed  with  $50,000  pesos  from 
this  campaign.  A  new  social  center 
in  a  rapidly  growing  suburb,  Malvin, 
needs  an  adequate  hall  for  group 
work  activities,  and  $25,000  peos 
are  slated  for  that  project.  And  the 
other  $5,000  will  go  to  provide  a 
roof  for  an  outdoor  congregation  in 
an  inland  city.  It  will  take  hard 
work  and  the  muscles  of  a  robust 
faith  to  raise  $80,000  pesos  in  this 
economically  hard-hit  country,  es¬ 
pecially  when  all  of  it  goes  for 
others!  But  we  anticipate  that  the 
exercise,  while  expanding  our  social 
work,  help  to  build  real  spiritual 
growth. 


higher  birthrate.  Says  the  U.N.  re¬ 
port:  “The  mortality  rate  is  dropping 
everywhere,  especially  in  the  under¬ 
developed  countries,  where  most  of 
the  world’s  people  live.  This  almost 
miraculous  control  over  death  has 
been  made  possible  thanks  to  ad¬ 
vances  in  medicine  and  sanitation, 
which  have  lengthened  the  span  of 
life  and  sharply  reduced  infant  mor¬ 
tality.”  And  Christian  people  would 
not  have  this  otherwise. 

The  U.N.  report  doubts  that  the 
number  of  people  envisioned  on 
earth  within  the  next  century  can 
be  cared  for  by  technological  and 
scientific  advance  alone:  even  with 
new  resources  from  the  sea,  solar 
energy,  atomic  energy,  and  possible 
new  discoveries.  “Elaborate  techni¬ 
ques  in  intensive  utilization  of  re¬ 
sources  depend  on  a  specialization  of 
human  activities  which  would  re¬ 
quire  a  high  degree  of  social  organ¬ 
ization.  This,  in  turn,  would  require 
individual  discipline  and  restraint — 
things  which  human  beings  can 
scarcely  tolerate  beyond  a  certain 
point.” 

In  a  new  and  very  real  sense, 
“Whither  are  we  drifting?” 


Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbieri, 
resident  bishop  in  Buenos  Aires, 
presided  with  skill,  good  humor, 
patience  and  understanding,  and  he 
declared  it  was  the  best  conference 
in  our  short  history  as  an  independ¬ 
ent  provisional  organization.  For¬ 
merly  Uruguay  and  Argentina  form¬ 
ed  one  conference,  but  Director  Pe- 
ron  clamped  down  restrictions  on 
travel  to  Uruguay,  and  for  ten  years 
it  was  practically  impossible  to  ob¬ 
tain  entry  and  exit  permits  so  that 
Uruguayan  delegates  could  attend 
conference  in  Argentina.  That  led 
to  the  establishment  of  our  present 
small  provisional  annual  conference. 
But  it  has  placed  responsibility  on 
the  local  churches,  and  I  believe  is 
helping  to  develop  independent 
leadership,  and  opening  up  greater 
expectations  and  possibilities. 

Last  November  national  elections 
brought  to  power  the  “outs”  who 
for  95  years  have  been  the  party  of 
the  opposition.  They  obtained  a 
handsome  majority,  but  were  forced 
to  form  a  coalition  front  with  sev¬ 
eral  groups  who  may  make  the  op¬ 
eration  of  government  more  diffi¬ 
cult.  However,  this  is  the  first  spec¬ 
tacular  political  change  in  a  hund¬ 
red  years!  The  new  government 
comes  into  office  in  March  of  this 
year  and  hopes  are  high  that  re¬ 
form  measures  may  gradually  pull 
the  country  out  of  the  economic 
slump  which  has  sunk  deeper  each 
year. 

The  party  which  lost  the  Novem¬ 
ber  election  was  the  group  respon¬ 
sible  for  all  the  advanced  social  leg¬ 
islation  for  which  Uruguay  is  fam¬ 
ous.  It  has  always  been  anti-clerical, 
and  for  many  years  it  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  politically  hazardous 
for  a  candidate  to  be  seen  inside  a 
church.  Separation  of  church  and 
state  has  long  been  in  effect,  and 
the  pendulum  has  swung  far  out 
and  away  from  any  church  or  reli¬ 
gious  relationship.  There  are  no  re¬ 
ligious  holidays.  For  a  Latin  country, 
that  speaks  for  itself.  All  holidays 
take  the  name  of  official  days  or 
weeks.  Christmas  is  “Family  Day,” 
Easter  is  “Tourist  Week,”  and  there 
is  no  official  recognition  that  the 
church  or  religion  exist.  But  the 
party  which  won  the  election  is 
known  as  being  sympathetic  to  the 
church,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
changes  will  be  made  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

In  such  an  irreligious,  highly  se¬ 
cularized  society,  where  discussion 
of  religion  is  taboo,  and  people  are 
reluctant  to  be  known  as  religious, 
our  work  moves  slowly.  But  it  does 
move,  and  we  give  God  the  glory. 


I 


Saw 


Some  Tax 
Facts 

which  indicated  that  a  refund  was 
due  me.  I  made  application  for  it  in 
the  approved  manner  and  soon  re¬ 
ceived  my  refund  with  interest.  But 
they  didn’t  restore  me  “four  fold”, 
as  Matthew  the  publican  promised 
those  who  had  overpaid  him.  And 
those  revenue  men  thoroughly  ex¬ 
amined  my  claim  before  they  re¬ 
funded  anything.  They  didn’t  know 
whether  I  was  honest  or  not.  I  had 
to  prove  it.  Of  course  it  is  good  to 
live  under  that  kind  of  government 
but  it  doesn’t  cover  the  whole  story 
of  life.  It  was  merely  a  business 
transaction  within  the  limits  and 
channels  of  the  law. 

On  one  occasion  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  felt  the  need  of  something 
beyond  the  routine  of  the  day.  So 
they  said  to  him:  “Increase  our 
faith”.  He  gave  them  a  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  how  employers  and  their 
hired  men  dealt  with  each  other 
according  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  the  time.  No  overpayments  and 
refunds  were  made  and  no  thank 
you  and  love  notes  passed  between 
them.  There  was  no  special  profit  or 
reward  in  it  for  either  of  them.  It 
was  just  the  established  routine  of 
life,  tending  to  become  dull  and 
uninspiring.  Now,  said  Jesus,  that 
is  how  it  is  with  you.  When  you 
have  done  merely  what  custom  re¬ 
quires  you  are  “unprofitable  ser¬ 
vants”  of  God.  You  want  a  larger 
faith  and  a  more  abundant  life? 
Well,  do  more  than  the  law  and 
custom  demand.  Think  and  act  be¬ 
yond  the  bread  and  butter  routine 
of  the  day.  That  will  get  you  a  faith 
like  the  grain  of  mustard  seed, 
something  with  a  germ  of  life  in  it 
that  will  lift  you  up  and  take  you 
to  unbelievable  achievement. 

When  Matthew,  the  publican,  (re¬ 
venue  man)  got  religion  it  made 
him  generous.  He  offered  to  refund 
four  times  the  amount  he  had  over¬ 
charged  any  and  all  tax  payers,  and 
to  give  half  his  capital  goods  to  the 
poor.  Of  course  we  do  not  expect 
the  Revenue  Department  to  get  that 
kind  of  religion.  They  can’t  until 
the  rest  of  us  get  it.  After  all  they 
are  our  agents  and  must  act  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  standards  we  set.  We  are 
fortunate  that  we  can  get  a  refund 
with  interest  in  each  proven  case. 

We  of  the  church  would  do  well 
to  get  some  of  Matthew’s  religion 
of  generosity.  Church  budgets  are 
fabulous  today  compared  to  those  of 
four  generations  ago.  But  so  are  ex¬ 
penses.  The  largest  budget  isn’t 
bursting  at  the  seams  with  a  sur¬ 
plus.  A  recent  survey  shows  that  a 
majority  of  ministers  are  in  debt. 
Perhaps  some  of  this  is  due  to  in¬ 
discretion  on  their  part,  but  basical¬ 
ly  it  is  because  of  low  income  in  a 
society  that  makes  high  demands. 
We  need  more  people  to  get  the 
Matthew  type  of  religion.  Maybe 
he  didn’t  know  all  about  religion, 
but  he  certainly  had  a  point  in  gen¬ 
erosity  that  is  worthy  of  imitation. 
Remember  what  the  Lord  said  to 
Matthew:  “Today  is  salvation  come 
to  this  house.”  Maybe  he  is  waiting 
to  say  that  to  the  church  at  large. 
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President-Elect  of  National  Theological 
Seminary  To  Be  Inaugurated,  April  7 


Heritage  26  Day 
Tour  To  Cover 
Six  Countries 

Robert  R.  Clark,  minister  of  mu¬ 
sic  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Ft.  Worth,  is  heading  one  of  the 
Methodist  Heritage  tours  scheduled 
for  this  summer. 

The  tour  is  planned  to  cover  six 
countries  and  will  begin  June  18 
from  New  York.  The  tour  will  re¬ 
quire  26  days. 

Among  the  places  to  be  visited 
are  significant  Wesleyan  points  in 
England,  other  historical  sites  in 
the  British  Isles,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Italy  and  France. 

Much  of  the  travel  will  be  by  air, 
although  there  are  several  trips  in¬ 
cluded  by  bus. 

The  cost  for  the  trip  from  New 
York  is  $1,010.06.  Additional  in¬ 
formation  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Clark,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Ft.  Worth  2,  Texas. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI) — Dr.  Don 
W.  Holter,  president-elect  of  the 
National  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  here,  will  be  formally 
inaugurated  April  7.  The  colorful 
ceremony  will  be  held  in  Kansas 
City’s  Municipal  Auditorium  just 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  eight- 
state  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Convocation  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 

Principal  speaker  at  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  will  be  Dr.  Henry  P.  Van 
Dusen,  president  of  Union  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  New  York  City.  The 
ceremony  will  begin  at  11  a.m. 

An  inaugural  luncheon  will  fol¬ 
low  at  1  p.m.  in  the  President  Ho¬ 
tel. 


The  National  Methodist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  is  one  of  two  new 
theological  schools  authorized  by 
the  church’s  1956  General  Confer¬ 
ence  as  part  of  an  expansion  pro¬ 
gram  to  recruit  and  train  more 
ministers.  The  other  school  is  to  be 
located  near  Delaware,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Holter  was  elected  last  Octo¬ 
ber  to  head  the  Kansas  City  school, 
which  will  begin  classes  this  Sep¬ 
tember  for  first-year  theological 
students.  Until  such  time  as  its  own 
buildings  can  be  erected,  the  semi¬ 
nary  will  rent  facilities  and  be 
housed  at  the  National  College, 
Truman  road  and  Van  Brunt  boule¬ 
vard,  Kansas  City. 


Memorial 
Is  Sent  To 
Gen.  Coni. 

Concerns  Separation  of 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

A  memorial  of  interest  to  Meth¬ 
odist  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
concerning  the  possible  divisions  of 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodism 
into  two  separate  Episcopal  Areas^ 
has  been  filed  with  the  secretary 
of  the  General  Conference,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  pastor 
of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston,  La. 

The  memorial  was  signed  by  Dr. 
Morris  and  Rev.  Jimmy  J.  Carra- 
way,  pastor  of  the  David  Hass  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie. 
The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

“Amend  the  1956  Discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Church  by  adding  to 
paragraph  2005  (3)  the  following 
words:  “and  paragraph  439  to  have 
one  bishop  in  addition  to  its  mem¬ 
bership  quota  in  order  to  provide 
for  this  supervision”  so  that  amend¬ 
ed  paragraph  2005  (3)  would  read: 

’“The  South  Central  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Conference  shall  provide  for 
episcopal  visitation  to  the  Latin 
America  Central  Conference  and  to 
the  affiliated  autonomous  churches 
in  Latin  America,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  according  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  paragraph  8  (4)  and  para¬ 
graph  439  to  have  one  bishop  in 
addition  to  its  membership  quota  in 
order  to  provide  for  this  supervi¬ 
sion.” 

The  three  annual  conferences  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  passed 
resolutions  at  their  1958  sessions  re¬ 
questing  that  each  state  constitute 
an  Episcopal  Area.  Final  action  on 
the  decision  regarding  location  of 
one  and  possibly  two  new  Episcopal 
Areas  will  be  made  at  the  1960  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  in  late  June. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  April  2- April  11  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

April  2  Galatians  2:1-10 

April  3  Galatians  2:11-24 

April  4  Galatians  3:1-14 

April  5  Galatians  3:15-29 

April  6  Galatians  4:1-11 

April  7  Galatians  4:12-31 

April  8  Galatians  5:1-15 

April  9  .  Galatians  5:16-28 

April  10  .  Galatians  6:1-10 

April  11  .  Galatians  6:11-18 


Ground  Breaking  Ceremonies  for  the  construction  of 
the  second  Retired  Ministers  Home  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  was  held  in  the  3700  block  of  Judson  Street 
in  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  March  15,  at  5:00  p.m.  There 
ivere  more  than  50  Shreveporters  present  at  the  cere¬ 
mony.  Construction  work  started  on  Mar.  20th  and  the 
home  should  be  finished  just  before  the  meeting  of  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  The  home  is  to  be  occupied  by  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  B.  D.  Watson  who  have  been  living  in  one  of  the 
Ruston  apartments  for  the  past  three  years.  The  Ruston 
apartment  will  be  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  La- 


Grange.  Those  in  the  picture  from  left  to  right  are: 
Tracy  Bout  Her,  construction  foreman;  David  Moore, 
Moore  Construction  Company;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick, 
president,  Louisiana  Conference  W.S.C.S*;  Rev.  James 
B.  Grambling,  chairman.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
Inc.;  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district  superintendent, 
Shreveport  District;  Judge  R.  J.  O'Neal,  treasurer,  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  Pension  Fund.  This  home  is  being  built 
with  funds  raised  by  the  churches  throughout  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 


Reports  Discovery  of 
Document  With  New 
Gospel  Sayings 

New  York  (RNS) — Discovery  of 
a  “Gospel  of  Thomas”  containing  114 
sayings  attributed  to  Jesus  was  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  lecture  here  by  Dr.  Os¬ 
car  Cullmann,  visiting  professor  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary. 

Found  in  1946  in  Egypt  but  still 
unpublished,  the  document  is  com¬ 
parable  in  importance  to  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls  and  of  even  greater 
significance  to  students  of  the  New 
Testament,  Dr.  Cullmann  said. 

A  former  professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  at  the  University  of  Basel, 
Switzerland,  and  professor  of  early 
Christianity  at  the  Sorbonne  in  Par¬ 
is,  Dr.  Cullmann  disclosed  the  find¬ 
ings  of  his  study  of  the  document 
in  a  public  lecture  at  Union  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Revealed  in  the  document,  the 
professor  said,  were  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  sayings  of  Jesus  which  are 
found  word  for  word  in  the  four 
Gospels  of  the  New  Testament.  Un¬ 
like  those  Gospels,  however,  the 
“Gospel  of  Thomas”  contains  no 
narrative  on  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Christ. 

There  are  also  many  parables 
known  from  the  four  Gospels  as 
well  as  a  whole  series  of  sayings 
and  parables  that  have  no  parallels 
in  the  Gospels,  Dr.  Cullmann  said. 

He  quoted  a  few  of  the  previous¬ 
ly  unknown  sayings.  One  reads: 
“Jesus  said,  If  those  who  lead  you 
say  to  you:  Behold,  the  kingdom  is 
in  heaven,  then  the  birds  of  heaven 
will  precede  you;  if  they  say  to  you 
that  it  is  in  the  sea,  then  the  fish 
will  precede  you.  But  the  kingdom 
is  within  you  and  it  is  outside  of 
you.” 

The  “Thomas”  document  was 
found  among  44  treatises  written  in 
the  Coptic  language,  Dr.  Cullmann 
explained.  These  treatises  were  di¬ 
vided  among  13  papyrus  books 
bound  in  leather.  They  were  found 
by  peasants  in  upper  Egypt,  about 
60  miles  from  Luxor,  in  a  jar  stand¬ 
ing  in  an  old  tomb  cut  out  of  lime¬ 
stone  cliffs. 

The  manuscripts  were  the  product 
of  the  Gnostic  movement,  which  at¬ 
tempted  to  include  Christianity  in 
a  speculative  philosophic  synthesis 
of  religion,  philosophy,  ascetic  eth¬ 
ics  and  various  mystic  rituals,  Dr. 
Cullmann  added. 

The  “Gospel  of  Thomas,”  he  said, 
was  very  closely  related  to  the  doc¬ 
uments  used  by  the  writers  of  the 
Gospels  of  the  New  Testament.  It 
includes  four  kinds  of  sayings,  he 
noted:  1.  Those  which  are  word  for 
word  the  same  as  in  the  Gospels;  2. 
those  which  provide  independent 
variants  to  the  sayings  in  the  Gos¬ 
pels;  3.  those  which  are  not  found 
in  the  Gospels  in  any  form,  but 
which  were  known  from  citations  of 
the  church  fathers;  and  4.  those 
which  were  formerly  completely 
unknown. 

Among  the  “Thomas”  sayings  of 
Jesus  found  word  for  word  in  the 
Gospels  are  those  concerning  the 
mote  and  the  beam,  the  blind  man 
leading  the  blind,  that  which  is  hid¬ 
den  and  must  be  revealed,  the 
prophet  who  is  not  acceptable  in 
his  own  country,  he  who  has  and  he 
who  has  not,  hating  father  and 
mother  in  order  to  follow  Jesus, 
and  such  beatitudes  as  that  of  the 
poor  to  whom  the  Kingdom  of  Heav¬ 
en  will  belong. 

Gospel  parables  repeated  in  the 
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Honolulu,  T.  H.  (RNS)— NEWEST  STATE'S  OLDEST  CHURCH,  LARG¬ 
EST  CITY.  As  Hawaii  becomes  the  50th  state  in  the  Union  this  year, 
islanders  look  with  pride  to  their  oldest  church,  famous  Kawaiahao  church, 
and  their  booming,  present-day  metropolis  of  Honolulu,  both  results  of  ties 
with  the  mainland.  The  church  was  founded  in  1819  by  Congregationalist 
missionaries  from  New  England.  Known  as  the  Westminster  Abbey  of  the 
Islands,"  it  once  was  the  scene  of  rites  attended  by  royalty  of  the  former 
Kingdom  of  Hawaii.  To  celebrate  statehood,  an  interdenominational  thanks¬ 
giving  service  was  held  here.  The  city  is  today  a  great  mid -Pacific  hub  of 
commercial  as  well  as  military  importance. 


“Thomas”  document  include  those 
of  the  sower,  the  thief  in  the  night, 
the  tares,  the  mustard  seed,  the 
marriage  feast,  the  wicked  tenants, 
the  pearl,  and  the  hidden  treasure. 

A  few  of  the  “Thomas”  sayings 
not  found  in  the  Gospels  were 
known  to  the  church  fathers.  Origin 
cited  one  quoted  by  the  Thomas 
manuscript  as:  “Jesus  said:  He  who 
is  near  me  is  near  the  fire,  and  he 
who  is  far  from  me  is  far  from  the 
kingdom.” 

One  of  the  new  parables  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Thomas  document 
reads:  “Mary  said  to  Jesus:  Whom 
are  your  disciples  like?  He  said: 
They  are  like  small  children  who 
have  settled  in  a  field  which  is  not 
theirs.  When  the  owners  of  the  field 
come,  they  will  say:  Leave  our  field 
to  us.  They  are  completely  naked 
in  their  presence,  and  so  they  will 
leave  it  to  them  and  give  them 
their  field.” 


Annual  Minister’s 
Seminar  Set  For 
Early  April  Date 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — About  90 
Methodist  ministers  of  the  United 
States  are  expected  to  take  part  in 
a  Methodist  ministers’  seminar  on 
national  and  international  affairs 
April  7-9  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  seminar  is  the  thirteenth  an¬ 
nual  one  sponsored  by  the  In-Serv¬ 
ice  Training  section  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Education’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Ministerial  Education. 

Nearly  all  the  Methodist  annual 
(regional)  conferences  in  the  coun¬ 
try  will  be  represented  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Continental  Hotel,  said 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Richard  Spann, 
Nashville,  director  of  In-Service 
Training.  He  is  in  charge  of  the 
seminar. 


Leaders  For  New 
Ohio  Seminary 
Named  Recently 

Columbus,  O.,  (MI)— The  Rev.  Dr. 
John  W.  Dickhaut,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  been  named  president  of  the 
new  Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Bo- 
gard  Dunn,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  has  been 
named  dean. 

They  were  elected  by  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  new  school,  meet¬ 
ing  here  March  19,  and  were  an¬ 
nounced  following  the  meeting  by 
Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner,  board 
president. 

Dr.  Dickhaut,  a  minister  of  the 
Ohio  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  has  directed  the  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  establishment  of  the 
new  school  since  September,  1956. 
Under  his  direction  more  than  four 
million  dollars  have  been  pledged 
for  the  construction  and  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  school.  During  this  same 
period,  in  his  capacity  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  White 
Cross  Hospital  (Methodist),  Colum¬ 
bus,  he  has  been  directing  that  in- 
titution’s  building  program,  which 
will  cost  12  million  dollars. 

Dr.  Dunn,  a  member  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Conference,  has  been  pastor  of 
Forest  Heights  Methodist  Church, 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  since  1954,  the  year 
he  received  the  Ph.D.  degree  from 
Duke  University  in  the  field  of  New 
Testament.  For  the  past  three  sum¬ 
mers  he  has  served  on  the  faculty 
of  Duke  Divinity  School.  He  also 
was  a  member  of  the  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  faculty  from  1951  to  1953. 

Evangelism  Board  to 
Have  Workshop  for 
Evangelism  Ministers 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)— The  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
will  sponsor  its  second  annual  na¬ 
tional  workshop  for  ministers  of 
evangelism  April  6-10  in  Nashville. 

About  100  ministers  and  directors 
of  evangelism  and  visitation  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches  are  expected  to  attend, 
said  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  H.  Jones, 
Nashville,  a  staff  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  and 
director  of  the  workshop. 

Chief  resource  person  for  the 
workshop  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jew¬ 
ell  M.  Smoot,  pastor  of  Strathmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Detroit. 


Seoul,  Korea  (RNS) — KO¬ 
REAN  DRAMA  GROUP  PRE¬ 
SENTS  EASTER  STORY. 
Climax  of  Korea's  first 
Christian  Drama  Workshop 
was  this  ecumenical  and  in¬ 
ternational  presentation  of 
the  Easter  story  entitled 
‘Whom  Do  You  Seek?'  (John 
20:15).  The  eye-catching 
costume  worn  by  the  Korean 
Methodist  angel  is  accented 
by  an  Anglican  stole.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Chris¬ 
tian  Council  of  Korea  in  co¬ 
operation  with  nine  Prot¬ 
estant  missions,  the  work¬ 
shop  drew  attendance  from 
all  denominations.  It  was 
sparked  by  Mrs.  James  H. 
Moore,  wife  of  a  Methodist 
missionary  from  Johnson 
City,  N.  Y. 
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Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  HOLY  SEPULCHRE  CHURCH  PARTIALLY  RE¬ 
STORED.  The  first  stage  of  restoration  work  on  Jerusalem's  Church  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  the  holiest  shrine  in  Christendom,  has  just  been  com¬ 
pleted.  The  work  of  restoring  the  church,  built  on  the  traditional  site  of 
Christ's  Crucifixion,  began  last  November.  Fifteen  master  craftsmen  have 
been  employed  in  repairing  and  strengthening  the  dome  over  the  main 
entrance  of  the  church  which  has  suffered  severely  from  earthquake  and 
fire.  Angelso  Mallios,  one  of  three  architects  supervising  the  restoration, 
said  the  work  will  be  resumed  early  in  the  summer,  provided  the  necessary 
funds  are  available.  He  said  $1,500,000  is  needed  to  complete  the  repairs. 

—RNS  Photo 

Time  of  Betrayal ,  Last  Supper  Are  Seen 
Changed  By  The  Defid  Sea  Scrolls 


End  of  Protestant, 
Catholic  Cold  War 
Seen  By  Editor 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Under  the 
pressure  and  menace  of  Commu¬ 
nism,  Roman  Catholics  and  Protes¬ 
tants  have  found  that  “we  have 
much  in  common,”  the  Rev.  John 
B.  Sheerin,  C.S.P.,  editor  of  The 
Catholic  World,  said  here. 

He  told  550  graduates  and  under¬ 
graduates  of  Manhattan  College’s 
School  of  Business  that  the  “cold 
war”  between  Protestants  and  Rom¬ 
an  Catholics,  which  has  existed  since 
the  Reformation,  was  in  a  state  of 
“thaw.” 

“There  are  grave  differences  be¬ 
tween  us  and  it  would  be  fatuous  to 
ignore  them,  but  at  least  we  can 
discuss  our  differences  in  the  same 
general  language,  the  language  of 
belief  in  Christ  as  Our  Lord  and 
Saviour,”  he  said. 

Regarding  Protestant-Catholic  re¬ 
lations,  he  said  that  “since  both  re¬ 
ligions  have  so  much  in  common, 
I  think  it  is  natural  that  we  should 
take  an  interest  in  what  is  going  on 
in  Protestantism.”  The  Catholic  way 
of  life  in  America  is  not  “too  dis¬ 
similar”  from  that  of  Protestant 
Americans,  he  added. 


Theological 
Center  For  Negro 
Clergy  Is  Planned 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)— Ground  is 
expected  to  be  broken  in  Atlanta 
soon  for  a  new  interdenominational 
Theological  Center  to  train  Negro 
ministers. 

Sponsors  say  the  $1,500,000  proj¬ 
ect  is  aimed  at  helping  alleviate  a 
serious  shortage  of  educational  fa¬ 
cilities  for  Negro  church  leader's, 
cited  as  traditionally  the  backbone 
of  social  and  cultural  leadership 
among  their  race. 

The  General  Education  Board  of 
the  Rockefeller  Foundation  and  the 
Rockefeller-financed  Sealantic  Fund 
have  given  or  promised  enough 
money  to  build  the  campus  on  10 
acres  adjoining  Atlanta  University 
here. 

These  two  foundations  also  will 
provide  $750,000  for  endowment  of 
the  center  on  condition  that  an  ad¬ 
ditional  $250,000  is  raised  from  oth¬ 
er  sources. 

The  new  school  will  be  made  up 
of  four  co-operating  institutions, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Morris  Brown  College,  Morehouse 
College,  and  Phillips  School  of  The¬ 
ology.  It  will  also  train  Negro  min¬ 
isters  for  at  least  five  or  six  Negro 
denominations  with  a  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  10  million  persons. 


The  400th  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Philip  Melanchthon,  co¬ 
worker  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther,  will 
be  marked  in  1960  by  an  interna¬ 
tional  congress  of  Reformation 
scholars  in  Muenster,  West  Ger¬ 
many.  Melanchthon  was  a  German 
humanist  and  chief  author  of  both 
the  Augsburg  “Confession”  and  the 
“Apology”  of  the  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion,  classic  expositions  of  Lutheran 
doctrine.  He  died  April  19,  1560. 
Plans  for  the  gathering  are  being 
made  in  West  Germany  by  a  con¬ 
tinuation  committee  of  the  First 


Toledo,  O.  (RNS) — Jesus  was  be¬ 
trayed  on  Tuesday  night  and  not  on 
Thursday  night  as  Christians  have 
believed  for  hundreds  of  years,  a 
Toledo  pastor  claims  as  the  result  of 
studies  of  recently  translated  manu¬ 
scripts  found  in  the  famous  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls. 

Dr.  C.  Umhau  Wolf,  minister  of 
St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  church,  also  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  celebration 
of  the  Last  Supper  with  the  12  dis¬ 
ciples  and  the  demonstration  of 
humility  in  which  Jesus  washed  His 
disciples’  feet  likewise  took  place 
on  Tuesday  evening. 

From  the  Scrolls,  the  pastor  said 
it  can  be  definitely  established  that 
two  types  of  calendars  were  in  use. 
One  was  a  solar  calendar  by  which 
major  festivals,  including  Passover, 
always  were  celebrated  on  the  same 


International  Congress  on  Luther 
Research,  which  was  held  in  Aarhus, 
Denmark,  in  1956.  The  Lutheran 
World  Federation  Department  of 
Theology,  which  organized  the  first 
congress,  will  join  in  calling  the 
second. 


day  of  the  week.  It  was  the  Qumran 
Community  in  the  Dead  Sea  area 
which  followed  the  solar  calendar. 
It  set  the  Jewish  Passover  always 
on  Wednesday. 

Dr.  Wolf  explained  that  most 
scholars  are  agreed  that  there  were 
followers  of  the  Qumran  sect  among 
Jesus’  disciples.  John  the  Baptist 
also  is  believed  to  have  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  sect.  The  Jewish  leaders 
in  Jerusalem,  including  priests  and 
pharisees,  followed  an  official  lunar 
calendar,  in  much  more  general  use, 
in  which  Passover  could  fall  on  any 
day  of  the  week — just  as  occurs  now 
with  fixed  holidays. 

Passover  was  fixed  as  the  14th  of 
the  Hebrew  calendar  month  known 
as  Nissan.  In  the  year  in  which  Je¬ 
sus  is  believed  to  have  been  cruci¬ 
fied,  researchers  figure  that  Pass- 
over  fell  on  Saturday.  But  if  Jesus 
and  His  disciples  observed  the  holi¬ 
day  as  set  by  the  Qumran  solar  cal¬ 
endar,  they  would  have  eaten  the 
Passover  meal  on  Tuesday  night. 

Surprisingly,  the  Lutheran  pastor 
said,  his  belief  that  the  Last  Supper, 
betrayal  and  arrest  of  Jesus  took 
place  on  Tuesday  night  of  Holy 
Week  is  not  contradicted  in  the 


Dr.  Dahlberg 
Comments  on 
A  Catholic  President 

Minneapolis  Minn.  (RNS) — Dr. 
Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  said  here  he  saw  no 
bar  to  a  Roman  Catholic  becoming 
president  of  the  United  States  pro¬ 
vided  he  stated  his  position  in  areas 
of  conflicting  viewpoints  before 
election. 

Interviewed  before  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  Minneapolis  Minis¬ 
terial  Association,  Dr.  Dahlberg  ob¬ 
served  that  a  Catholic  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  serve  his  country  and  the 
presidency  of  the  U.S.  “with  the 
same  patriotic  devotion”  as  many 
Catholics  who  have  served  as  gov¬ 
ernors  of  states. 

“As  Protestants  we  are  concerned, 
however,”  he  noted,  “as  to  a  possi¬ 
ble  conflict  of  loyalties  between  the 
duties  of  a  Catholic  as  a  citizen  and 
a  Catholic  responsible  to  the  Vati¬ 
can.” 

“Protestants  and  Catholics,”  Dr. 
Dahlberg  said,  “have  radically  dif¬ 
ferent  views  on  such  subjects  as 
tax  support  of  parochial  schools,  the 
appointment  of  a  possible  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  Vatican,  planned  parent¬ 
hood  and  other  questions. 

“It  is  not  unpatriotic,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “to  ask  any  candidate  for 
political  office  what  his  attitude 
would  be  if  it  came  to  a  showdown. 

“We  are  under  the  obligation  to 
ask  the  same  questions  of  any  Prot¬ 
estant  candidate  for  political  office, 
particularly  such  a  high  office  as 
the  presidency.” 

Dr.  Schweitzer 
Named  for  European 
Culture  Award 

Copenhagen  (RNS) — Dr.  Albert 
Schweitzer,  distinguished  philoso¬ 
pher  and  medical  missionary  in 
Africa,  has  been  named  to  receive 
the  100,000-kroner  ($14,300)  Son- 

ning  Prize  by  the  Sonning  Founda¬ 
tion  here. 

The  84-year-old  Alsatian-born 
humanitarian,  who  also  has  won 
international  fame  as  a  concert  or¬ 
ganist  and  theologian,  has  agreed  to 
accept  the  award  when  he  visits 
Europe  next  fall.  His  hospital  is  at 
Lambarene,  French  Equatorial  Af¬ 
rica. 

Established  from  funds  be¬ 
queathed  by  the  late  C.  J.  Sonning, 
a  Danish  editor,  the  award  is  made 
for  outstanding  contributions  to 
European  culture. 


Bible.  While  all  four  of  the  Gospel 
writers,  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
John  agree  that  Jesus  was  crucified 
on  Friday,  none  says  that  the  other 
events  took  place  on  Thursday 
night. 

Instead  of  complicating  the  Bib¬ 
lical  chronology,  Dr.  Wolf  contends 
the  discovery  of  the  Qumran  calen¬ 
dar  provides  a  logical  solution  to 
the  “synoptic  problem”  which  has 
plagued  Bible  scholars  and  semi¬ 
nary  students  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Wolf  admitted  that  this  “cal- 
endric  discovery”  does  not  answer 
all  problems  concerning  the  events 
of  Holy  Week,  but  makes  “more 
plausible  the  shift  from  Pilate  to 
Herod  to  Pilate.” 
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Why  I  Attend  Church 

FOR  several  weeks  now  Methodist  churches  throughout  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  have  been  promoting  church  attendance 
campaigns.  The  results  of  these  endeavors  will  not  be  known 
for  some  time,  but  if  they  have  followed  the  usual  course,  large 
numbers  of  church  members  have  been  in  their  places  of  worship 
during  the  January-Easter  period. 

Our  concern  at  this  time  is  that  the  good  work  which  so  many 
of  our  churches  and  their  leaders  have  been  doing  in  encouraging 
church  attendance  will  not  be  lost  with  the  passing  of  the  Easter 
Season.  The  value  of  attending  church  before  Easter  loses  none  of 
its  worth  following  Easter. 

We  were  impressed  with  the  following  statement  made  a  few 
weeks  ago  at  a  morning  worship  service  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe,  Louisiana,  by  Miss  Mary  Anne  Wall,  a  member 
of  that  church.  We  share  her  reasons  with  you  for  we  believe  they 
are  valid. 

“My  reasons  for  attending  Church  are  probably  exactly  the 
same  as  yours.  However,  the  thought  came  that  perhaps  my  few 
remarks  might  be  considered  a  bit  of  witnessing,  and  so  I  am  happy 
to  share  these  reasons. 

“I  shall  give  my  reasons  in  seven  parts: 

“First:  my  attending  church  is,  I  believe,  a  result  of  early  train¬ 
ing.  During  my  childhood,  as  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  Sunday 
was  Church  Day.  In  our  home  there  had  to  be  a  real  reason  for  not 
“going  to  church.”  There  were  times,  when  we  lived  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  we  could  not  attend,  and  we  had  to  substitute  a  home 
service.  Then,  as  now,  the  day  did  not  seem  quite  right  unless  I 
had  been  in  the  Lord’s  house.  Hence  I  grew  up  with  the  feeling 
that  attending  church  was  as  much  a  part  of  one’s  life  as  going  to 
school  or  doing  one’s  week  day  work. 

“My  second  reason  came  with  maturity,  the  realization  that  I 
require  spiritual  food  regularly,  just  as  I  require  food  for  the  well 
being  of  my  body.  And  I  have  fdund  that  the  best  place  for  acquir¬ 
ing  this  nourishment  is  the  church. 

“My  third  is  the  fact  that  I  enjoy  being  with  the  people  who 
make  up  the  congregation.  I  may  not  know  personally  dozens  and 
dozens  of  those  who  attend  our  church,  but  they  are  the  kind  of 
people  I  like  to  be  with,  and  somehow,  in  an  unexplainable  way, 
I  enjoy  being  in  their  presence  during  the  hour  of  worship. 

“Fourth:  The  church  itself  is  a  very  special  place,  one  that  I 
love  to  visit.  It  is  attractive  and  possesses  an  air  of  sanctity.  I 
have  noticed  this  in  some  of  the  plainest,  simplest  places  of  wor¬ 
ship.  I  believe  that  one  worships  in  these  as  devoutly  as  he  does 
in  the  magnificent  cathedrals  here  and  abroad.  Certainly  our  own 
church  is  a  place  of  beauty  and  dignity. 

“Fifth:  I  attend  church  because  I  enjoy  its  services,  the  beauti¬ 
ful  music  by  the  choir  and  by  the  congregation,  and  especially  do 
I  enjoy  the  sermons,  stimulating,  thought  provoking,  inspirational. 
In  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  we  have  indeed  been 
blessed.  During  the  18  years  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
church,  we  have  had  the  consecrated  gifted  ministry  of  great  min¬ 
isters. 

“Sixth:  I  attend  because  the  church  is  an  organized  group  of 
Christians,  and  through  this  organization  I  have  an  opportunity  of 
serving  the  Lord. 

“Seventh:  My  chief  reason,  perhaps,  is  the  inate  desire  to  get 
close  to  God.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  know  He  is  omnipresent, 
that  I  can  worship  Him  anywhere,  I  feel  that  in  His  church  I  am 
indeed  closer  to  the  Almighty  than  I  am  in  any  other  place.” 

If  all  Methodist  church  members  felt  as  strongly  as  Miss  Wall 
does  about  attending  church,  there  would  not  be  room  in  Methodist 
sanctuaries  to  accommodate  those  seeking  to  worship.  It  would  be 
Easter  every  Sunday  as  far  as  attendance  is  concerned. 

And  it  should  be  that  way! 


Preachers  Are  Human  Too! 

FEW  people,  including  members  of  Methodist  churches,  realize 
the  pressure  under  which  the  average  pastor  of  a  congregation 
works.  The  demands  made  on  his  time  and  energy  in  looking 
after  the  spiritual  needs  of  his  congregation,  bearing  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  a  heavy  program  which  his  church  has  assumed,  and  pre¬ 
paring  week  after  week  sermons  and  worship  services  which  will 
help  those  in  the  various  services  all  add  up  to  something  which 
few  people  appreciate. 

A  recent  survey  made  by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  revealed  some  points  which  may  help 
church  members  to  realize  just  what  the  average  pastor  is  up 
against.  The  survey  revealed  that  pastors’  biggest  headache  is  “too 
little  time  at  home.”  Other  problems  pastors  listed  include  having 
few  friends  outside  the  family  with  whom  they  can  “be  themselves”; 
work  schedules  that  are  unpredictable;  low  salaries  and  tight  bud¬ 
gets;  too  many  churchgoers  want  preacher’s  wife  and  children  to 
be  “different,  even  perfect.”  Most  any  Methodist  preacher  will 
admit  having  these  problems  and  could  add  several  of  his  own  that 
reports  of  the  survey  did  not  get  around  to. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects  of  this  whole  matter  is  that 
one  seldom  hears  any  pastor  complain  about  having  to  nurse  these 
problems  that  plague  his  pursuit  of  his  calling.  Most  pastors  accept 
them  as  hazards  of  the  calling  and  do  their  best  to  adjust  themselves 
to  living  forever  with  them. 

May  we  suggest  to  our  readers  that  they  survey  their  own  local 
situation  with  a  view  of  creating  a  greater  spirit  of  understanding 
among  their  own  congregation,  remembering  that  pastors  are 
human  too. 


An  Official  Publication  of 
The  Arkansas-Louiaiana  Episcopal  Area 


EDITORIAL  AND  BUSINESS  OFFICES,  BROADWAY  AT  18th, U7Z*f  wc?cK' 

FOR  CHANGE  OP  ADDRESS,  P.O.  BOX  1066,  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS. 

Published  Every  Thursday,  Except  the  Weeks  of  July  4  and  December  25, 

At  614  California  Ave.,  S.W.,  Camden,  Arkansas. 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  $2.00  PER  ANNUM 
Retired  Ministers  and  Wives  of  Deceased  Ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Complimentary. 


EWING  T.  WAYLAND 
JAMES  A.  MINER 
ESCA  RIGGIN 
GENEVA  W.  JOHNSON 
MARILYN  HURLEY 


Editor  and  Business  Manager 

Editorial  Assistant 
Editorial  and  Business  Secretary 
Circulation  Secretary 
Office  Secretary 


wahiuyiv  nunter _ _ _ _ 

CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS:  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Roy  E.  F?w='tt,  Bentley  Sloane.  Ralph 

N.  Sockman,  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Mrs.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  W.  W.  Reid,  R.  A.  Teeter,  and 
E.  T.  Wayland. 


Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinions  of 

the  editor  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. _ 

OWNED,  MANAGED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  METHODIST  CHURCHES  OF 
_ ARKANSAS  AND  LOUISIANA _ 

Commissioners: 

Little  Rock  Conference— C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  O.  C.  Landers,  E.  Vernon  Markham,  Charles 
W.  Richards,  Arthur  Terry,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  and  Burney  Wilson. 

Louisiana  Conference— R.  R.  Branton,  Weldon  Brumfield,  Leonard  Cooke,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
C.  O.  Holland,  Virgil  D.  Morris,  and  George  W.  Pomeroy. 

North  Arkansas  Conference— Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  William  Hightower,  Golder 

Lawrence,  J.  G.  Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce  and  R.  J.  Rice. _ .. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at  Camden,  Ark., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879.  For  change  of  address 
send  form  3579  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  Box  1066,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
When  asking  for  change  of  address,  subscriber  should  include:  charge  key 

number,  former  address,  new  address,  and  name  of  pastor. _ 

News  Sources  include  Methodist  Information  (Ml),  Methodist  General  Board  of  Missions 

(BM),  Nat’l  Council  of  Churches  (NC),  and  Religious  News  Service  (RNS). _ 

This  publication  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Press  Association  and  the 
Associated  Church  Press. 


Page  Four 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Observations  On 


The  Methodist 
Camping  Program 


By  John  P.  Miles 


I  disagree  with  several  apparent  trends  in  the  Methodist  Camping  pro¬ 
gram.  Over  all  we  have  a  well  balanced  program,  but  we  are  neglecting 
a  vital  age  group,  the  group  from  nine  to  eleven,  or  the  Junior.  This 
is  a  mistake  that  needs  immediate  correction.  They  are  one  of  the  most, 
if  not  the  most,  important  age  group  in  the  church’s  over  all  camping  pro¬ 
gram.  I  base  this  contention  on  these  known  facts  about  Juniors.  First,  here 
beginning  at  about  nine  is  the  emergence  of  the  real  self.  As  Drs.  Gresel  and 
Ilg  say,  “Self  motivation  is  the  cardinal  characteristic  of  the  nine  year  old. 
It  is  the  key  to  understanding  him  in  his  progress  toward  maturity.  He 
has  a  growing  capacity  to  put  his  mind  to  things  on  his  own  initiative  or 
only  slight  cues  from  his  environment.” 

My  second  reason  is  that  because  of  this  self  motivation,  the  Junior  has 
an  eagerness  to  learn  and  a  responsiveness  to  reason  excelled  by  no  other 
group.  This  age  marks  the  emergence  of  independent  critical  thinking: 
“Why”,  “how”,  and  “show  me”  are  key  words. 

And  third,  as  a  result  of  the  above  the  Junior  has  achieved  the  power 
of  self  appraisal  or  evaluation.  He  now  begins  to  think  not  in  terms  of  his 
actions  being  good  or  bad,  but  right  or  wrong.  Then  finally,  this  self  evalu¬ 
ation  he  carries  over  to  others  in  a  very  penetrating  fashion,  as  “she’s  not 
fair”,  “he  is  just  a  big  gyp”,  and  “she  is  a  sore  head”. 

With  this  in  mind  I  say  that  the  Junior  is  the  most  enthusiastic,  appre¬ 
ciative  and  responsive  group  in  our  camping  program.  We  have  at  present 
a  good  Junior  camping  program,  I  have  only  two  criticisms  of  it. 

My  first  criticism  is  that  not  enough  churches  use  it.  It’s  there,  out¬ 
lined  where  any  rational  person  can  understand  it.  We  have  the  workers 
in  each  local  church  who  are  available.  The  rub  is  that  we  look  on  Junior 
camping  as  just  another  recreational  program  like  Little  League  Ball, 
instead  of  a  step  in  the  child’s  Christian  growth.  My  second  and  major 
criticism  is  that  the  program  itself  needs  re-evaluation  in  three  areas. 

I.  We  have  unofficially  and  at  times  officially  played  down  and  discour¬ 
aged  resident  camping  in  favor  of  day  camping.  This  is  an  error,  for 
resident  camping  is  the  stronger  of  the  two  for  these  reasons. 

A.  You  have  more  time  to  work  and  get  to  know  the  individual  camp¬ 
er. 

B.  The  campers  have  a  greater  chance  for  full  fellowship  with  one 
another  and  God,  by  sharing  the  full  cycle  of  several  days  activities. 

C.  Most  important  of  all,  the  Junior  needs  to  get  away  from  his  mother 
and  be  on  his  own  for  a  while.  American  mothers  are  too  over- 
protective  and  as  a  result  our  children  are  in  danger  of  becoming 
over-dependent.  The  healthy  nine  year  old  does  not  want  to  be 
babied  by  a  mother  who,  unwittingly  treats  him  as  though  he  were 
still  a  young  child  in  need  of  constant  protection.  By  going  to  camp 
for  three  or  four  days,  the  Junior  can  try  his  own  wings  and  grow 
from  the  experience.  Yes,  it  is  hard  on  some,  if  not  most,  of  them 
at  times,  but  out  of  230  campers  in  two  years  we’ve  taken  only 
three  home  and  only  two  of  those  were  really  necessary.  Of  course 
there  will  be  many  stomach  aches  and  head  aches  that  are  nothing 
more  than  home  sickness.  But  if  counselors  are  ready  for  it,  a 
little  L.A.L.  (love,  attention,  and  laughter)  can  quell  it  quickly. 
To  be  frank  the  resident  camp  has  more  to  dread  from  maladjusted 
mothers  who  call  every  night,  who  write  homesick  letters  and  come 
out  and  by  their  lack  of  courtesy  disrupt  the  camp  program,  than 
from  the  children  who  love  and  profit  from  it. 

II.  The  unofficial  attitude  of  our  leadership  toward  discouraging  the  use 
of  teenagers  as  senior  counselors  needs  to  be  changed.  Older,  more 
mature  workers  have  been  sought.  College  students  used  if  no  others 
are  available.  I  suggest  that  80%  of  any  camp  staff  be  20  or  under. 
Mature  college  and  high  school  students  make  better  counselors  than 
more  mature  adults  for  these  reasons. 

A.  The  young  football  player  and  cheer  leader  are  "the  Junior  idol  and 
will  be  more  willingly  followed  and  obeyed  than  adults  who  represent 
authority. 

B.  The  teenagers  bubble  with  enthusiasm  and  the  joy  of  youth  which 
is  as  catching  as  it  is  rare  in  adults. 
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D.  Because  they  do  not  feel  the  Junior  as  a  constant  challenge  to  their 
authority  they  allow  more  freedom  which  gives  them  a  chance  to 
do  things  on  their  own. 

E.  They  are  available.  They  want  to  work! 

F.  With  direction  and  training  they  take  their  responsibility  as  serious¬ 
ly  as  adults. 

Of  course  two  or  more  mature  adults  are  needed  to  handle  the 
problems  that  always  develop,  such  as  the  stomach  aches. 

III.  The  final  criticism  of  the  program  is  the  learning  procedure.  The  dis¬ 
covery  group  with  the  home  in  the  woods  and  related  discussions  are 
good  sound  procedure,  it  is  just  not  enough.  In  our  1957  program  we 
used  the  manual  “God  at  Work  in  His  World.”  We  followed  it  closely. 
We  had  counselors  who  were  both  trained  Christian  leaders  and  good 
woodsmen.  It  was  a  profitable  camp.  Yet,  we  came  away  with  the 
feeling  that  it  was  not  meat  enough  for  the  Junior.  Oh,  they  had  a 
good  time  and  learned  something,  but  could  they  not  have  learned  the 
same  thing  at  a  Boy  Scout  Camp  or  any  other  good  secular  camp? 
This  is  not  to  play  down  these  camps,  they  are  good  and  fill  a  need. 
It  is  to  say  that  the  Church  Camp  has  a  purpose  set  apart  that  no  other 
can  meet.  We  did  not  feel  that  purpose  was  achieved  by  using  recom¬ 
mended  Methodist  Junior  Camping  procedure.  We  didn’t  want  to  go 
back  to  the  assembly  type  program  of  class  sessions  with  just  lectures, 
which  is  boring  to  the  Junior  as  well  as  his  elders.  So  we  decided  to 
use  a  cross  between  the  two  types  which,  we  feel,  retains  the  best  of 
both. 

We  had  small  discovery  groups  set  up  homes  in  the  woods  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  Miss  Venable.  They  used  many  of  the  suggested  related 
activities  such  as  rambles,  planned  rustic  centers,  and  cook-outs.  Out 
of  all  of  this  came  discussions  of  life  and  attitudes  which  were  very 
helpful.  To  strengthen  this  program  we  added  the  study  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  conducted  in  the  home  in  the  woods.  We  used  Bishop 
Harmon’s  Understanding  the  Methodist  Church  which  is  too  deep  for 
the  Junior  but  will  give  the  counselor  a  deep  appreciation  of  the  facts 
and  enduring  significance  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He,  in  turn  trans¬ 
lates  this  into  language  the  Junior  can  understand.  This  is  meat  that 
Juniors  need.  It  is  good  to  teach  them  attitudes,  but  they  also  need 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  His  church.  We  have  played  around  too 
long.  Juniors  are  old  enough  to  be  confronted  with  many  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  life.  The  only  way  they  are  going  to  be  able  to  solve  success¬ 
fully  the  problems  that  confront  them  is  within  the  Christian  frame¬ 
work.  Who  is  going  to  help  them  construct  this  framework?  The  world? 
Ha,  we  should  live  so  long.  Their  only  hope  is  the  Church.  If  this  is 
so  then  let  the  Church  be  about  the  Father’s  business  and  begin  to 
instruct  the  children  as  soon  as  they  are  able,  the  history  and  teaching 
of  the  Christian  faith  as  found  in  Scripture  and  church  history.  One 
of  the  most  profitable  places  for  this  to  take  place  is  at  a  Methodist 
Resident  Junior  Camp. 
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A  Lift  For  T-'ving  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


CHALLENGING  FEAR 

There  was  nothing  which  Jesus  felt  called  upon  to  challenge  more 
frequently  than  fear.  He  saw  its  devastating  effects. 

In  “Macbeth,”  Lady  Macduff  declared:  “Our  fears  do  make  us 
traitors.”  How  frequently  we  see  men  betray  themselves  and  others 
through  fear.  When  we  get  scared  we  lose  our  heads  and  do  things 
out  of  character.  We  do  foolish  things  which  heighten  the  danger. 
Fear  may  loosen  our  tongues  and  make  us  talk  too  much,  giving  our¬ 
selves  away.  Fear  may  drive  us  into  panic,  transforming  us  into 
beasts. 

Fear  in  the  form  of  personal  anxiety  and  petty  worries  is  our 
daily  devil.  A  cartoon,  which  appeared  some  time  ago,  pictured  a 
woman  saying  to  her  psychiatrist:  “All  of  a  sudden  I  stopped  worry¬ 
ing;  it  worries  me.”  It  is  pretty  extreme  when  we  worry  because  we 
have  stopped  worrying.  It  might  be  a  good  test  to  ask  ourselves  how 
many  of  our  anxieties  are  about  our  personal  concerns  and  how  many 
are  about  the  welfare  of  society. 

Also  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  although  we  are  the  strongest 
nation  in  the  world,  fear  is  more  rife  here  than  in  smaller  countries. 
There  is  something  worth  thinking  about  in  the  fact  that  the  two  most 
powerful  nations  on  earth,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
are  the  ones  most  given  to  fear  at  this  time. 

When  I  was  sent  to  Russia  in  1946,  our  ambassador  there,  Gen. 
Bedell  Smith,  said  that  the  Kremlin  had  drawn  the  iron  curtain  out 
of  fear  and  pride.  She  was  afraid  to  have  her  people  see  how  other 
nations  lived  and  she  was  too  proud  to  have  other  peoples  come  in 
to  see  her  poverty.  Are  we  to  take  our  cue  from  the  Kremlin  and 
try  to  hide  facts?  Or  are  we  to  take  our  cue  from  the  Christ  who  said, 
“Ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.”  Do  we 
trust  the  truth?  Do  we  believe  the  great  principles  which  have  pro¬ 
duced  our  North  American  way  of  life  can  stand  the  light  of  exposure? 
I  believe  they  can. 

Let’s  have  the  courage  to  be  ourselves  in  the  great  American 
tradition,  yes,  in  the  great  Biblical  tradition  of  our  faith,  the  courage 
to  speak  the  truth  however  propagandists  may  rattle  on  around  us, 
the  courage  to  stand  for  principles  so  consistently  that  the  world  will 
know  where  we  stand,  the  courage  to  keep  our  heads  though  others 
may  be  losing  theirs  and  blaming  us. 

Saint  Paul  said:  “God  gave  us  not  the  spirit  of  timidity  but  of 
power.”  God  meant  us  to  have  a  trustful  attitude  toward  life.  He 
gives  a  spirit  of  power  which  is  more  than  a  conceited  self-assurance. 
It  is  a  sense  of  strength  which  comes  from  the  feeling  of  strong  back¬ 
ing.  When  we  feel  that  our  cause  is  just  and  that  therefore  the  forces 
of  God’s  universe  are  behind  us,  we  have  a  surge  of  strength  and  con¬ 
fidence  which  overcome  the  spirit  of  fear  and  timidity. 

Thomas  Carlyle  was  wont  to  say  that  the  basic  question  in  life  is, 
“Wilt  thou  be  a  hero  or  a  coward?”  In  the  mind  of  each  of  us  is  a 
continuing  dialogue  between  the  coward  in  us  who  is  concerned  with 
safety  and  the  hero  in  us  who  is  out  for  victory.  The  coward  would 
wait  until  he  can  see  his  way  through  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 
The  hero  starts  while  the  shadows  of  doubt  are  still  heavy  around 
him.  And  the  testimony  of  experience  is  that  the  heroic  spirit  who 
takes  the  lantern  of  faith  even  in  the  dark  does  come  through.  If  we 
have  faith  and  courage  to  do  the  duty  next  to  us  and  then  the  duty 
next  to  that,  it  is  amazing  how  the  light  breaks  on  the  long  road. 
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"Reinforce  it  good  and  solid  ...  he  believes  in 
hammerina  his  Doints  home!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

“  ...  As  a  Man  travelling  .  . 

In  engineering  we  often  read  of 
a  great  machine  being  balanced  both 
“statically  and  dynamically.”  It 
simply  means  that  the  makers  of 
the  equipment  have  seen  to  it  that 
the  moving  parts  are  perfectly  bal¬ 
anced  when  the  machine  either 
stands  still  or  moves  at  top  speed 
under  a  full  load.  It  might  appear 
to  many  that  just  one  type  of  bal¬ 
ance  would  be  sufficient.  When  I 
was  in  the  building  material  busi¬ 
ness  I  worked  for  a  number  of  years 
in  our  woodworking  shop  We  had 
saws  and  planers  and  snapers.  all 
of  which  travelled  at  very  high 
speeds  in  order  for  the  cutting  edges 
to  do  a  smooth  job  of  work.  One 
of  the  most  important  factors  that 
had  to  be  reckoned  with  was  the 
factor  of  balance. 

My  father  taught  me  how  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  knives  carefully  before 
bolting  them  securely  onto  the  cut¬ 
ter  heads.  This  was  “static  balanc¬ 
ing.”  Everything  seemed  to  be  in 
good  order  for  proper  operation  of 
the  machine.  Then  we  would  turn 
on  the  power  and  bring  the  moving 
parts  up  to  full  speed.  Sometimes 
we  would  hear  a  strange  roar  that 
always  betrayed  the  head  that  was 
out  of  balance.  The  trained  me¬ 
chanic  could  then  put  his  fingers 
lightly  on  the  machine  and  soon 
find  by  his  sense  of  touch  which 
moving  part  was  out  of  balance. 
This  was  more  difficult  to  remedy, 
but  it  was  extremely  necessary  for 


the  smooth  and  the  safe  operation 
of  the  large  machine.  This  latter 
is  called,  “Dynamic  balancing.” 

The  Christian  has  to  be  balanced 
both  “Statically,”  and  “Dynamical¬ 
ly.”  It  isn’t  too  hard  for  some  peo¬ 
ple  to  accept  Christ  and  to  have  a 
sense  of  His  presence  in  their  lives. 
They  can  sit  in  their  chairs  at  home 
or  in  the  church  pew  during  the 
worship  service  and  have  a  fine 
sense  of  balance  with  regard  to 
Christian  principles.  But  on  week¬ 
days  it’s  another  thing!  Here  is 
where  they  need  some  “Dynamic 
balancing.”  It  is  then  that  we  must 
allow  Christ  to  put  His  sensitive  fin¬ 
gers  on  our  hearts  and  point  out  to 
us  the  particular  part  of  our  lives 
that  is  out  of  balance. 

Jesus  said  in  one  of  His  parables 
that  “The  Kingdom  of  God  is  as  a 
man  travelling.”  True  Christians  are 
people  who  cannot  stand  still  in 
their  spiritual  lives.  Salvation  is  not 
an  experience;  it’s  a  way  of  life;  a 
travelling  way;  if  you  please.  The 
Jews  of  Jesus’  day  sought  to  stand 
on  their  tradition  and  their  aristoc¬ 
racy,  but  He  told  them  in  no  uncer¬ 
tain  terms  that  many  traditions  are 
tickets  to  hell,  and  that  aristocracy 
and  Christianity  have  a  hard  job  of 
mixing.  One’s  Christian  experience 
must  be  a  vital,  moving  thing  if  it 
is  to  make  him  a  force  for  Christ. 
More  than  this,  one’s  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  must  maintain  its  delicate 
balance  in  the  midst  of  its  dynamic 
action.  If  one  can  achieve  this,  he 
becomes  the  valuable  force  that  God 
would  have  him  to  become. 
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Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  ,ni?r"a*jon?l 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  rhr  .r  in'the  l^s  A 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  u.S.A. 


Lesson  for  April  12,  1959:  A  LEADER  FOR  THE  PEOPLE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  I  SAMUEL,  CHAPTERS  9  AND  10.  LESSON 
TEXT,  I  SAMUEL  10:17-27. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Only  fear  the  LORD  and  serve  him  faithfully  with 
all  your  heart;  for  consider  what  great  things  he  has  done  for  you.  I  Sam¬ 
uel  12:24  (RSV) 


This,  our  second  lesson  on  “God  In  Human 
Affairs,”  is  a  further  discussion  of  the  work  of 
Samuel  as  judge  and  leader  of  the  Israelites. 
Our  lesson  today  has  tcf  do  with  the  selection  and 
anointing  of  Israel’s  first  king. 

Last  Sunday’s  lesson  described  a  meeting  of 
the  Israelites  which  Samuel  called  at  Mizpeh. 
There  the  people  confessed  their  sins  and  Sam¬ 
uel  prayed  for  them  and  prayed  for  their  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  oppression  of  the  Philistines. 
While  the  Israelites  were  in  Mizpeh  for  the  meet¬ 
ing,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Philistines.  As 
a  result  of  a  thunder  storm,  which  Israel  thought 
was  an  answer  to  prayer,  the  Philistines  became 
confused  and  the  Israelites  defeated  them  and 
drove  them  back  in  battle. 

Shortly  after  this  battle,  Israel  expressed  a 
desire  to  Samuel  which  likely  had  been  growing 
in  their  hearts  for  some  time.  Israel  wanted  a 
king  to  rule  over  them  instead  of  Samuel  as  a 
judge  or  even  God  as  their  direct  leader. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Israel  a  Theocracy 

Webster  tells  us  that  a  theocracy  is  a  “Gov¬ 
ernment  of  a  state  by  the  immediate  direction  of 
God.”  That,  in  effect,  had  been  the  form  of  Is¬ 
rael’s  government  since  its  deliverance  from 
Egypt.  Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  and  others  be¬ 
tween  Joshua  and  Samuel,  had  acted  as  leaders 
of  the  Israelites  but  they  in  turn  were  supposed 
to  have  instruction,  direct  from  God,  as  to  the 
course  Israel  was  to  follow  in  conduct  and  in 
conquest. 

Under  the  direct  hand  of  God,  Israel  had 
been  freed  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  the  most 
powerful  nation  of  the  earth  in  that  day.  The 
Israelites  had  been  sustained  through  forty  years 
of  wandering  in  the  wilderness  and  protected 
from  enemies  seen  and  unseen  by  the  hand  of 
God.  Under  leaders  God  gave  them,  Israel  had 
entered  Canaan,  inhabited  by  numerous  tribes  of 
people,  and  had  overrun  the  country,  except  for 
some  fortified  strongholds. 

Throughout  the  few  years,  between  the  time 
when  they  were  slaves  in  Egypt  and  the  time  they 
were  rather  comfortably  settled  in  Canaan,  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  any  group  of  people  on  earth, 
at  the  time,  had  made  such  marvelous  progress. 
An  unorganized,  unlettered  band  of  slaves  in 
Egypt  had  become  a  nation  of  people  and  were 
settled  in  a  land  described  as  “flowing  with  milk 
and  honey.”  All  of  this  came  without  the  help 
that  a  king  might  bring. 

Israel  Demands  a  King 

In  the  face  of  such  unusual  progress,  the  Is¬ 
raelites  had  developed  a  strong  desire  to  have  a 
king  to  rule  them  like  the  nations  about  them. 
Samuel  reviewed  for  them  the  record  of  develop¬ 
ments  under  the  direct  hand  of  God  and  outlined 
also  for  them  the  disadvantages  that  might  fol¬ 
low  the  rule  of  a  king  in  their  midst.  Nothing 
Samuel  could  say  affected  their  preconceived 
ideas  of  the  advantages  that  would  come,  if  they 
only  had  a  king  to  rule  over  them. 

The  principal  reason  the  Israelites  gave  for 
wanting  a  king  was  the  fact  that  they  wanted  to 
be  like  the  nations  about  them,  which  were  ruled 
by  kings.  They  had  apparently  heard  about  and 
seen  the  pomp  and  pagentry  that  prevailed 
where  kings  ruled.  Israel  decided  that  it  should 
“keep  up  with  the  Joneses,”  regardless  of  the 
results. 

God  never  intended  that  the  policies  and 
plans  and  standards  of  His  people  should  be 
fixed,  or  even  largely  influenced,  by  the  outside 


world.  Four  times  in  the  Old  Testament  and 
twice  in  the  New  Testament  God’s  people  are 
referred  to  as  “peculiar”  people.  This,  of  course, 
does  not  mean  strange,  odd  eccentric,  queer. 
The  life  of  a  Christian  should  be  the  most  nor¬ 
mal,  practical,  attractive  type  of  life  possible. 

It  simply  means  Christian  people  should  be  dif¬ 
ferent  from  lives  that  look  no  further  than  this 
world  and  the  present  time  for  incentives  to  live. 
In  outlook,  in  character,  in  human  relationships, 
in  willingness  to  serve,  in  faith  and  in  hope  for 
the  future,  the  Christian  life  should  be  different 
from  the  life  of  the  world. 

The  Christian  church  should  set  its  course 
and  fix  its  standards  in  the  light  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation  rather  than  as  a  result  of  pressure  brought 
to  bear  by  the  world  about  us.  One  of  our  Presi¬ 
dents  had  been  elected  from  a  rather  humble 
position  in  life.  After  his  election  the  society 
leaders  of  Washington  became  very  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  whether  or  not  his  wife  could  take 
her  place  as  leader  of  Washington  society.  When 
she  arrived  in  Washington,  society  leaders  were 
present  to  pass  judgement  on  her  general  ap¬ 
pearance.  When  they  saw  her  they  turned  away 
with  up-turned  noses  and  the  remark,  “She 
doesn’t  even  dress  in  style.”  Later,  when  this 
slighty  remark  came  to  the  attention  of  the 
President’s  wife,  her  reply  was,  “The  President’s 
wife  does  not  follow  styles,  she  makes  styles;” 
and  so  she  did.  It  was  not  long  until  the  social 
life  of  Washington  was  cutting  its  garments  to 
conform  to  the  style  of  dresses  worn  by  the  wife 
of  the  President. 

So  should  it  be  with  the  church  of  the  living 
God.  It  should  fix  standards  and  ideals  and 
courses  of  conduct  in  accord  with  what  it  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  God’s  will.  We  should  not  want  to 
be  like  the  world  about  us.  We  should  want  the 
world  to  be  like  us,  if  we  are  living  at  our  best 
as  God’s  children. 

Israel  Permitted  To  Choose  Second  Best 

The  writer  of  the  106th  Psalm,  in  discussing 
the  ups  and  downs  of  the  children  of  Israel  in 
the  wilderness  wanderings,  says,  “They  soon  for¬ 
got  his  works;  they  wait-not  for  his  counsel;  but 
lusted  exceedingly  in  the  wilderness,  and  tempt¬ 
ed  God  in  the  desert.  AND  HE  GAVE  THEM 
THEIR  REQUEST;  BUT  SENT  LEANNESS  IN¬ 
TO  THEIR  SOUL,”  Ps.  106:13-15. 

God  was  not  arbitrary  with  the  Israelites  in 
that  early  day.  He  had  a  plan  for  them  which 
would  have  brought  to  them  the  highest  good 
po'ssible.  When  Israel  refused  the  best  which 
God  offered  them,  He  at  times  allowed  them  to 
choose  the  second  best,  but  with  that  choice  the 
results  in  their  lives  were  also  second  to  the  best 
that  was  possible. 

God  has  a  plan  for  each  of  our  lives.  If  we 
find  and  follow  that  plan,  it  will  bring  us  to  the 
largest  life  possible  this  side  of  the  gates  of  gold. 
God  may  allow  us  to  choose  sincerely  some  other 
course  in  serving  Him,  but  no  other  course  will 
bring  to  ourselves  or  the  people  we  would  serve 
the  blessings  that  would  have  followed  a  sur¬ 
render  of  our  lives  to  the  best  God  has  offered 
us. 

It  was  so  with  Israel  in  today’s  lesson.  God 
had  been  the  ever-victorious  leader  of  Israel 
from  the  time  the  Israelites  started  to  leave 
Egypt.  Apparently  it  was  God’s  will  that  this  re¬ 
lationship  continue  between  Himself  and  Israel. 
However,  the  children  of  Israel  preferred  to 
have  a  king  whom  they  could  see  to  lead  them. 


God  granted  their  request  “but  sent  leanness 
into  their  soul.” 

How  Israel's  King  Was  Chosen 

There  are  two  records  of  the  selection  and 
anointing  of  Saul  as  king  of  Israel. 

(1)  The  first  record  is  found  in  1st  Samuel 
9th  chapter  and  10th  chapter  from  the  first 
through  the  16th  verses.  Here  we  are  told  of 
private  meetings  of  Samuel  with  Saul  and  his 
anointing  as  king  by  Samuel. 

(2)  The  second  record  of  the  selection  of 
Saul,  as  king,  is  found  in  our  lesson  text  for  to¬ 
day.  In  this  record,  Samuel  again  calls  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  meet/  together  at  Mizpeh.  There  by  some 
process  of  selection  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  of  the 
twelve  tribes  was  selected  from  which  the  king 
was  to  be  chosen.  Then  the  family  of  Matri  was 
selected  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  In  the  family 
of  Matri,  Saul  was  selected,  as  the  king  to  be. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  incidents  record¬ 
ed  in  these  two  stories  could  be  properly  woven 
into  one  story  if  we  knew  everything  which 
happened.  There  is  not  necessarily  a  conflict  in 
these  two  records  of  the  selection  of  Saul  as 
king. 

Trying  To  Hide  From  God 

When  at  Mizpeh  it  was  finally  decided  that 
Saul  was  the  person  God  had  selected  as  Israel’s 
king,  “he  could  not  be  found.”  Israel,  anxious 
to  see  its  new  king  “inquired  of  the  Lord  furth¬ 
er,  if  the  man  should  yet  come  thither.”  The 
answer  of  the  Lord  was,  “Behold,  he  hath  hid 
himself  among  the  stuff.”  The  Revised  Standard 
Version  translates  “stuff”  baggage.  Saul  was 
hiding  among  the  baggage  and  trappings  Israel 
used  in  its  nomad  type  of  life. 

This  was  Israel’s  first  shock  in  its  relation  to 
its  new  king.  Instead  of  proudly  accepting  the 
honors  God  and  the  people  were  conferring  upon 
him,  Saul  was  hiding  “among  the  stuff.”  Saul 
was  either  modest  or  cowardly  or  indifferent  in 
the  face  of  the  honor  that  had  been  bestowed 
upon  him.  Neither  of  these  qualities  of  life  was 
especially  fitting  in  the  life  of  a  king  in  such 
rugged  times. 

Nevertheless,  before  we  are  too  critical  of  Saul, 
in  this  experience  of  his  life,  we  should  examine 
ourselves.  Saul  was  called  to  be  an  earthly 
king  and  tried  to  hide  from  the  responsibilities 
involved.  We  are  called  to  be  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  and 
sometimes  try  to  hide  from  God  amid  dribble 
and  stuff  of  a  shabby  life  compared  to  which  the 
“baggage”  of  Israel  would  seem  to  be  a  rather 
decent  place  to  hide.  The  people  did  not  know 
where  Saul  was  but  let  us  remember  that  God 
did  know  and  immediately  named  the  place. 
People  may  not  know  just  where  or  how  we  are 
hiding  from  our  responsibilities  before  God  and 
the  church  but  let  us  never  forget  that  God  does 
know. 

When  Saul  was  found  and  brought  before 
his  people,  he  was  “higher  than  any  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  his  shoulders  and  upward.”  Saul  was 
kingly  in  stature  and  for  the  time  seemed  to  be 
kingly  in  conduct. 

"God  Save  The  King" 

The  cry,  “God  save  the  king,”  has  been  heard 
across  the  centuries  as  new  kings  come  on  the 
scene  of  action.  So  far  as  we  know  this  shout 
of  Israel,  more  than  a  thousand  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ,  is  the  first  recorded  use  of  this 
salutation  to  a  new  king.  If  this  was  not  the  first 
use  of  this  challenging  salutation,  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  first  time  it  was  used  in  Israel,  since  Saul 
was  their  first  king. 

It  must  have  required  unusual  faith  for  Israel 
to  have  given  this  welcoming  shout  to  a  king 
who  had  just  been  dragged  out  of  the  “stuff’ 
amid  which  he  was  hiding. 

"Uneasy  Lies  The  Head  Thai  Wears  A  Crown'' 

It  was  a  long  time  after  Saul  began  his  rule 
of  the  Israelites  before  Shakespeare  formulated 
the  sattement,  “Uneasy  lies  the  head  that  wears 
a  crown.”  However,  it  might  have  been  a  feeling 
of  this  kind  that  caused  Saul  to  be  slow  in  ac¬ 
cepting  the  place  as  king. 

Saul  was  not  king  long  before  such  fears 
were  fully  justified.  Saul  returned  to  his  home 
after  he  was  acclaimed  king.  Our  lesson  text 
says,  of  the  children  of  Belial,  that  “They  de¬ 
spised  him,  and  brought  him  no  presents.” 
Fortunately,  in  the  face  of  this  first  discourtesy, 
Saul  “held  his  peace.”  Later,  when  the  going  got 
rougher,  so  also  did  Saul. 
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THE  CHOIR  of  the  Lecompte  Methodist  Church 
presented  a  cantata  entitled,  “Immortality” 
by  R.  M.  Stults.  Rev.  Francis  M.  Stage,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

JIM  FOMBY,  Alexandria  District  lay  leader, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Lecompte  Men’s  Club  on  March  17.  Mr. 
Fomby  used  as  his  subject,  “The  Work  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Men.”  Rev.  Frank  M.  Stage  Jr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  Lecompte  Methodist  Church. 

MISS  TENNIE  V.  SEVERTSON,  educational 
director,  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
recently  conducted  a  Church  School  Training 
Class  for  Teachers  at  the  Claiborne  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe.  Seventeen  certificates 
were  awarded  to  those  participating.  Rev.  T.  A. 
Brown  is  pastor  of  the  Claiborne  Church. 

DR.  JOHN  R.  WILLINGHAM,  professor  of  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Centenary  College,  is  the  author  of  a 
book  review  appearing  in  the  winter,  1959,  issue 
of  “Books  Abroad,”  a  publication  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oklahoma  Press  in  Norman,  Okla.  Dr. 
Willingham  reviewed  Daniel  G.  Hoffman’s  book, 
“The  Poetry  of  Stephen  Crane,”  an  evaluation 
of  new  discovered  manuscript  of  Crane’s  poems. 

MISS  ANN  HEARD  and  Howard  Philip  Pfost 
were  married  on  Friday,  March  27,  at  the 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  Miss  Heard 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Heard  of 
Lake  Providence  and  Mr.  Pfost  is  the  son  of 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Pfost  and  the  late  Rev.  Pfost  of  Mon¬ 
roe.  The  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  pastor  of  the  Memo¬ 
rial  Church,  brother-in-law  of  the  groom,  offi¬ 
ciated  at  the  wedding. 

MRS.  SUE  BOYDSTON,  enrollment  counsellor 
at  Centenary  College,  was  among  the  speak¬ 
ers  at  the  Ruston  sub-district  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  in  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Minden  and  at  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  MYF  meeting  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe.  At  both  events,  she  spoke  on  the 
Centenary  College  program  and  showed  colored 
slides  of  campus  activities. 

THE  FAMILY  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Lee  held  a  family 
reunion  on  Sunday,  March  8,  with  thirty-six 
present.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  retired  in  1948,  but 
has  served  a  charge  each  year  since  that  time. 
He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Weaver-Davis  Springs 
Charge  in  the  Alexandria  District,  and  reports 
that  to  date  everything  in  his  charge  is  in  fine 
condition.  Mr.  Lee  was  for  several  years  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church. 

REV.  C.  B.  WHITE,  superintendent  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston,  spoke  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Bonita  Method¬ 


ist  Church,  Sunday,  March  15.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  March  17,  members  of  both  the  Jones 
and  Bonita  Churches  enjoyed  the  first  of  a  series 
of  family  night  services  to  be  held  at  the  Jones 
Church.  After  the  evening  meal  Rev.  Byron 
Crosby,  pastor  of  the  charge,  presented  a  re¬ 
ligious  film. 

CAPTAIN  GILLESPIE,  head  of  the  Jefferson 
Parish  Juvenile  Division,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  March  12  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  St.  James  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans.  He  explained  to  members  of  the  club 
how  they  as  individuals  and  as  a  club  could  help 
children  and  young  people  to  lead  useful  and 
normal  lives.  Rev.  Raymond  Tenken  is  program 
and  publicity  chairman  for  the  club.  Rev.  R.  L. 
Clayton,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SPECIAL  HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  were  held 
at  the  McGowen  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Jeanerette.  Services  were  held  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  evenings,  and  the  church  was  opened 
all  day  on  Good  Friday  for  private  prayer,  with 
the  members  of  the  congregation  coming  during 
the  day  for  this  observance.  The  Easter  worship 
service  was  held  at  11:00  a.m.  with  the  choir 
rendering  special  music.  Mrs.  George  Cage  is 
choir  director  and  Miss  Patricia  May  is  the  or¬ 
ganist.  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

TWO  MEMBERS  of  the  Centenary  College 
faculty  have  received  important  appoint¬ 
ments  for  the  summer  months.  Dr.  Mary  War- 
ters,  head  of  the  department  of  biology,  has 
been  appointed  a  research  participant  in  the 
biology  department  of  the  National  Laboratory 
at  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.  Nolan  G.  Shaw,  assistant 
professor  of  geology  at  Centenary,  has  been 
chosen  to  attend  the  Summer  Institute  in  Marine 
Geology,  Oceanography  and  Ecology  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Science  Foundation  at 
Florida  State  University  in  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home-Hospital,  New  Orleans, 
preached  at  the  9:00  a.m.  morning  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Kaplan  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
March  15,  and  at  the  10:45  a.m.  service  of  the 
Indian  Bayou  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  R.  R. 
Branton,  superintendent  of  the  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,  preached  at  the  evening  worship  service 
and  held  Fourth  Quarterly  Conference  following 
the  service.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Haughton  were 
week  end  guests  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mc¬ 
Cann.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McCann  is  pastor  of  the 
Indian  Bayou  Charge. 

MRS.  J.  W.  PRITCHETT  is  the  newly  appoint¬ 
ed  superintendent  of  the  Kindergarten  De¬ 
partment  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette. 
Mrs.  Pritchett  replaced  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton,  who 


will  begin  teaching  a  Young  Adult  Sunday 
School  Class  soon.  Two  new  classes  have  been 
formed  in  the  Kindergarten  Department,  one  for 
four-year-olds  and  one  for  five-year-olds  at  both 
sessions  of  the  Sunday  School.  Teachers  in  the 
department  include  Mrs.  John  Smith,  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Duhe,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Slingerland,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Blanton, 
Mrs.  Betty  Munse,  Mrs.  Joe  Jordan,  and  Mrs. 
Don  Sawyer.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

SPECIAL  HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  were  held 
each  evening  Wednesday  through  Friday  at 
the  Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
using  the  theme,  “Three  Nights  for  God.”  Speak¬ 
ers  were:  Wednesday  night,  Rev.  T.  A.  Brown, 
pastor  of  the  Claiborne  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe;  Thursday,  Rev.  I.  L.  Yeager,  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  and  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of  the  Stone  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe;  and  Friday,  Rev.  Don  Winein- 
ger,  pastor  of  McGuire  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe.  Special  music  by  the  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Jack  Hesketh,  with  Mrs.  C.  A.  Strat¬ 
ford  at  the  organ,  was  presented  at  each  service. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ON  PALM  SUNDAY,  March  22,  at  the  10:50 
a.m.  worship  service,  the  children’s  member¬ 
ship  class  was  received  into  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Natchitoches.  These  children  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  six  weeks  training  program.  The 
youth  membership  class  was  received  into  the 
church  at  the  evening  worship  service.  On 
Thursday  evening,  March  26,  the  Lord’s  Supper 
will  be  served,  and  on  Good  Friday  services  will 
be  held  from  12:00  noon  until  1:00  p.m.  with 
prayer  and  meditation  from  1:00  to  3:00  p.m. 
Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of  Faith  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  will  speak  on  the  subject, 
“Father,  Forgive  Them,”  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Davis, 
pastor  of  the  Montgomery  Methodist  Church, 
will  speak  on  the  subject,  “I  Thirst.”  There  will 
be  a  sunrise  service  held  in  the  church  park  on 
Easter  Sunday.  Rev.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  the 

building  of  the  second  home  for  retired  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Methodist 
Church,  was  held  on  the  grounds  of  the  home 
Sunday,  March  15.  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling, 
chairman  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.,  acted  as  chairman  and  the  address  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District.  J.  R. 
Russell,  secretary  of  the  Board  and  David  Moore, 
contractor,  participated  in  the  ceremonies.  This 
is  the  second  in  a  chain  of  homes  to  be  built  in 
Louisiana.  A  third  home,  the  gift  of  Miss  Rosa 
Mixer  of  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  as  a  memorial  to  her  father  and  mother, 
will  be  built  in  the  Alexandria  District  in  1960, 
and  a  fourth  home,  which  will  become  the  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
and  which  is  also  the  gift  of  another  Shreveport 
family,  will  be  built  in  1960  next  to  the  one  now 
under  contract  for  construction. 

DR.  GWYNN  McPEEK,  professor  of  Musicology 
in  the  Tulane-Newcomb  Music  Department, 
directed  a  group  of  selected  voices  in  a  presen¬ 
tation  of  choral  music  entitled  “500  Years  of 
Easter  Music”  Sunday  afternoon,  March  22,  at 
the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  first  selection  was  an  Easter  Hymn 
written  sometime  before  1430  for  the  Easter  serv¬ 
ice  in  St.  George’s  Chapel  at  Windsor  Castle  in 
England.  So  far  as  research  has  discovered,  this 
is  the  first  performance  since  1430  of  this  hymn. 
The  choir  sang  from  photostats  made  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  manuscript  which  exists  in  the  British 
Museum.  It  is  a  hymn  for  women’s  voices  and 
was  accompanied  by  bassoon,  trombone,  oboe 
and  clarinet.  Other  selections  were,  “Ave  Verum 
Corpus”,  by  William  Byrd,  “Improperia”  by  Gio¬ 
vanni  Pierluigi  Da  Palestrina,  “Seven  Last  Words 
of  Christ”  by  Heinrich  Schults.  The  concert 
closed  with  Parts  I,  II,  VII  and  VIII  of  Randall 
Thompson’s  “The  Peacable  Kingdom”.  Accom¬ 
paniment  was  provided  by  organ  harpsichord 
and  wind  instruments.  Dr.  George  Pool  is  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Church  and 
Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  the  pastor. 
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Open  house  was  held  in  the  new  parsonage,  pictured  at  top,  at  Lecompte 
by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Francis  M.  Stage  on  February  1,  from  2-5  p.m.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Stage  and  Rev.  A.  W .  Townsend,  district  superintendent  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  received  the  many  guests.  It  was  a  delightful  occasion 
enjoyed  by  the  many  members  and  friends  of  the  church. 

Members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  Lecompte  and  Cheneyville  provided  the 
flowers  and  delicious  refreshments  consisting  of  punch,  open-face  sand¬ 
wiches  and  cookies.  Mrs.  Louis  Scarbrock,  President  of  Lecompte  W.S.C.S., 
was  in  charge  of  planning,  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  White,  Mrs.  Walter  Odom,  and 
Mrs.  Georgia  Tarver  served  the  punch.  The  Parsonage  was  adorned  through¬ 
out  with  lovely  flower  arrangements  by  Mrs.  Alec  Doughty.  Mrs.  Maude 
Hunter  was  in  charge  of  the  guest  book. 

Shown,  bottom  picture  above,  at  the  open  house  are,  I.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Odom, 
Mrs.  Stage,  Mrs.  Nanie  Wimple  and  Mrs.  Scarbrock. 

The  red  brick  veneer  structure,  costing  $14,600,  is  located  on  the 
Forest  Hill  Highway.  Included  in  the  livable  dwelling  is  a  spacious  living- 
dining  area,  kitchen,  family  room,  three  bed  rooms,  two  ceramic  tile  baths, 
screened  back  porch,  and  carport  with  storage.  Mr.  Wade  Jones,  Jr.,  of 
Lecompte  was  the  general  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  which  did 
an  excellent  job  in  the  planning  of  the  debt  free  building. 


On  Sunday,  March  8th,  in  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  the  "God 
and  Country  Award"  was  presented  to  Scout  Carroll  Evatt  Gowins.  Shown  in 
the  picture,  from  left  to  right,  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  pastor,  Mrs.  Herbert 
B  Gowins,  Scout  Carroll  Evatt  Gowins,  Herbert  B.  Gowins,  and  Harry  Fite, 
Field  Scout  executive. 


Honorary  Degrees 
Announced  for 
Four  Area  Persons 

Hendrix  College  will  present  four 
honorary  degrees  at  commencement 
exercises  in  May,  President  Mar¬ 
shall  T.  Steel  has  announced. 

Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little 
Rock  will  receive  an  honorary  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Laws;  President  Silas  D.  Snow 
of  Arkansas  State  Teachers  College, 
Conway,  Doctor  of  Laws;  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Spcre  of  Monticello,  Doctor 
of  Divinity;  and  Rev.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland  of  Little  Rock,  Doctor  of 
Divinity. 

Mrs.  Martin,  wife  of  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisi- 
ana  Area  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
has  been  an  active  participant  with 
him  in  many  of  his  church  respon¬ 
sibilities.  She  has  accompanied 
Bishop  Martin  on  church  missions 
to  many  parts  of  the  world,  includ¬ 
ing  India,  South  America,  Europe 
and  Africa,  performing  much  pre¬ 
liminary  research  and  assisting  in 
preparation  of  his  reports.  She  is 
past  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  Wives. 

President  Snow  was  graduated 
from  Arkansas  State  Teachers  Col¬ 
lege  in  1929  and  received  the  Master 
of  Arts  degree  from  Peabody  Col¬ 
lege  in  1946.  He  was  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Corning  from  1937  to 
1941,  and  in  Crossett  from  1944  to 
1953.  He  was  elected  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  ASTC  in  1953.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Arkansas  Edu¬ 
cation  Association. 

Mr.  Spore  was  graduated  from 
Hendrix  with  honors  in  1927  and 
received  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Vanderbilt  University 
in  1931.  He  was  a  long-time  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Little  Rock  Methodist 
Conference  Board  of  Education,  and 
has  held  many  Arkansas  pastorates 
including  Camden,  First  Church 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock.  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively.  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  On  April  12th  the  first  of  a 
series  of  three-minute  talks  by 

I  laymen  is  given  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

2.  On  April  14th,  a  Congrega¬ 
tional  Dinner  is  held  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  and  ex¬ 
plaining  the  goals  of  the  Can¬ 
vass  and  the  next  year’s  bud¬ 
get. 

3.  By  April  15th,  the  General 
Chairman  should  arrange  for 
the  Loyalty  Day  Luncheon  for 
the  Canvassers. 

4.  The  Pictured  Appeal  Folders 
should  be  finished  and  ready 
to  mail,  along  with  letter  A-2 
(page  35  of  the  Manual)  the 
next  week. 


Pine  Bluff,  and  Winfield  Memorial, 
Little  Rock.  He  is  now  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Methodist  Monticello 
District. 

Mr.  Wayland  was  graduated  from 
Hendrix  in  1938  and  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  1941. 
He  has  held  pastorates  at  Prairie 
Grove  and  Central  Avenue,  Bates- 
ville.  In  1951  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Methodist  ecumenical  confer¬ 
ence  in  London.  Since  1956  he  has 
been  president  of  the  Methodist 
Press  Association.  He  has  been  on 
the  editorial  staff  of  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  since  1946  and  editor 
since  1948. 


Members  of  the  Lee's  Landing  Methodist  Church,  Ponchatoula,  held  a 
special  service  on  March  1,  in  recognition  of  National  4-H  Club  Sunday, 
at  which  time  the  pastor,  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  commended  the  youth  for  their 
achievements  in  club  and  church  work,  for  their  service  to  others  in  the 
community,  and  extended  words  of  encouragement  and  inspiration  that 
they  continue  to  go  forward  with  their  activities. 

Eighteen  4-H'ers  and  four  Local  Leaders  of  the  Champ  Cooper  com¬ 
munity  regularly  attend  Sunday  School  and  Church  at  Lee's  Landing.  Of 
this  number,  fourteen  members  were  present  Sunday,  March  1,  to  compose 
an  all  4-H  choir,  which  sang  a  special  entitled  "Others." 

Following  the  regular  service  of  the  morning  the  4-H  members  received 
Communion  as  a  group. 

A  total  of  451  ribbons  and  awards  have  been  received  by  these  4-H'ers 
in  recognition  of  their  achievements. 
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Shown,  I.  to  r.,  are:  Nancy  Garrison,  Betty  Darby,  Carlee  Langford, 
Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  Linda  Lawrence,  June  McKneely  and  Paula  Jones,  calling 
Hawaii. 


Church-Wide  School  of  Missions  Held 
At  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  La. 

A  person-to-person  long  distance  conversation  to  Hawaii  highlighted 
the  last  session  of  the  Church-Wide  School  of  Missions  held  at  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  during  the  month  of  February.  Through  an  arrangement 
with  the  Southern  Bell  Telephone  Company  the  conversation  was  made 
possible  with  Rev.  Sherichi  Fujishiro,  pastor  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Honolulu,  and  Mrs.  Glann  Laskey,  chairman  of  the  Commission 
on  Missions,  and  was  broadcast  to  a  large  assembly  of  people  at  Trinity. 
To  the  delight  of  several  Junior,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Young  People, 


YOUTH  NEWS  -  Promotion  -  Devotion 


they  spoke  to  other  young  people 
in  Hawaii,  discussing  church  activi¬ 
ties,  statehood  for  Hawaii,  sports, 
studies  in  school  and  hobbies.  In 
addition,  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  former 
pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  was  tele¬ 
phoned  at  his  home  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  He  spoke  interestingly  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Alaskan  Col¬ 
lege,  and  its  meaning  for  the  future 
of  Alaska. 

Four  sessions  of  the  Church- Wide 
School  of  Missions  were  held.  The 
first  on  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada,  the  second  on  Mexico  and  the 
Caribbean,  the  third  on  Alaska  and 
the  fourth  on  Hawaii.  Preceding 
the  studies  supper  was  prepared 
and  served  by  the  Circles  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  with  ap¬ 
propriate  menus  and  colorful  table 
decorations  of  the  various  areas, 
highlighting  each  meal. 

Classes  were  held  for  all  age 
groups  from  the  Kindergarten  chil¬ 
dren  through  the  Adult  group.  Ex¬ 
cellent  participation  was  evident  on 
all  levels.  Much  interest  was  mani¬ 
fest  in  the  interesting  and  colorful 
display  of  articles  prepared  for  each 
session  by  the  Virginia  Laskey 
Guild  showing  the  art,  publications, 
handcrafts  and  newspaper  clippings 
of  the  areas  studied.  Movies,  slides, 
filmstrips,  reports,  posters,  drama¬ 
tizations,  choral  readings  added  to 
the  interest  of  the  studies.  About 
150  persons  participated  in  the  ac¬ 
tivities  and  attended  the  school  of 
missions.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is 
pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  James  Woodward  is  as¬ 
sociate  pastor. 


Films  of  “The 
Bishops  Speak” 
Available  April  10 

Premiere  showing  of  “The  Bish¬ 
ops  Speak”  films  will  be  at  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City  Convocation,  April  8.  These 
seven  films  are  about  some  of  the 
important  subjects  of  the  Church  to¬ 
day.  Produced  by  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Television,  Rad¬ 
io  and  Film  Commission  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  they  are  ten 
minutes  in  length. 

Individual  churches  may  secure 
any  or  all  of  these  films,  after  April 
10,  for  such  events  as  Sunday  Eve¬ 
ning  Services,  Study  Groups,  New 
Member  Receptions,  Workers’  Con¬ 
ferences,  Official  Board  Meetings 
and  many  other  uses. 

To  get  these  films  write  to  the 
Executive  Secretary  of  your  own 
Conference  Board  of  Education, 
giving  the  exact  date  you  wish  to 
show  the  film  or  films.  Order  by 
title  of  film  or  the  name  of  the 
Bishop.  There  is  no  rental  charge 
for  the  films,  only  a  $1.00  fee  per 
film  for  postage,  insurance  and 
maintenance. 

Executive  Secretaries  for  the  Ar- 
kansas-Louisiana  Area  are:  Dr.  Roy 
E.  Fawcett,  1723  Broadway,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  P. 
O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  La.;  and 
Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Hendrix  Sta¬ 
tion,  Conway,  Ark. 

The  films  and  the  Bishop  speak¬ 
ing  are:  “The  Power  of  Prayer,” 
Bishop  Dana  Dawson;  “What  It 
Means  To  Be  A  Christian,”  Bishop 
Eugene  M.  Franks;  “What  The 
Church  Means  To  Me,”  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin;  “Christian  Stewardship,” 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin;  “Our 
Methodist  Heritage,”  Bishop  A. 
Frank  Smith;  “Commitment  To 
Christ,”  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith; 
and  “The  Christian  Home,”  Bishop 
H.  Bascomb  Watts. 


Youth  Rally  Is  Held 
At  First  Church 
Forrest  City 

The  Forrest  City  District  Youth 
Rally  was  held  in  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Forrest  City,  Ark., 
March  9  with  500  members  attend¬ 
ing. 

William  B.  Jones,  missionary  to 
Chili,  was  the  inspirational  speaker 
for  the  evening. 

President  Miss  Jo  Belle  Beasley 
of  Hughes  presided  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting. 

Miss  Sue  Calloway,  Holly  Grove, 
gave  a  brief  report  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Rally,  to  be  held  on  the 
Hendrix  College  campus  in  Conway, 
April  3. 

Pat  Howe,  Forrest  City,  told  of 
the  Conference  Youth  Assembly, 
scheduled  for  June  2-6  on  the  Hen¬ 
drix  College  campus. 

Miss  Jennie  Bell  Guinn,  Forrest 
City,  discussed  the  MY  Fund. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the 
MYF  Benediction. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Central 

The  Central  Sub-District  held 
their  regular  monthly  meeting  at 
the  Leslie  Methodist  Church  on 
Monday,  March  9.  Representatives 
from  Clinton,  Culpepper,  Leslie  and 
Marshall  plus  several  visitors  were 
present  making  a  total  of  approxi¬ 
mately  40  in  attendance. 

A  play  entitled,  “The  Witnesses” 
was  presented  for  the  group. 

Laleas 

The  Lateas  Sub-district  regular 
meeting  was  held  at  Lockport  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  February  15. 


Churches  represented  were:  Lock- 
port,  Raceland,  Houma  Heights, 
Houma  First  Church,  Dulac,  Bayou 
Blue,  and  Thibodaux.  There  were 
95  present. 

A  short  service  was  given  by 
Steve  Osgood.  Lockport  and  Race- 
land  presented  a  short  skit,  “Med¬ 
ic.”  Refreshments  were  served  by 
the  Lockport  W.S.C.S.  John  Peace 
is  the  reporter  for  the  sub-district. 

White  River 

Youth  of  the  White  River  Sub¬ 
district  conducted  Pre-Easter  com¬ 
munion  services  at  the  Calico  Rock, 
Ark.,  Methodist  Church  on  March 
23.  John  Erwin,  Mountain  Home, 
presided  over  the  service;  Mike 
Thompson  led  the  prayer;  Don 
Adams  gave  the  message,  “The 
Meaning  of  Communion-”  Miss  Car- 
mon  Ann  Estes  was  the  organist  for 
the  service. 

The  service  was  climaxed  with 
Communion  administered  by  Rev. 
Otho  Strayhorn,  Rev.  Gerald  Ham¬ 
mett,  Rev.  M.  L.  Kaylor  and  Rev. 
H.  W.  Jinske. 

Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  Sub-district  met  at 
the  Harrisburg  Methodist  Church, 
Thursday,  March  12. 

The  group  assembled  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  for  recreation,  which 
was  led  by  Brenda  Wessner.  The 
ladies  of  the  host  church  served 
sandwiches,  cookies  and  cokes  after 
the  recreation. 

A  brief  business  meeting  was 
conducted  by  Robert  McGill,  pres¬ 
ident.  A  council  meeting  was  an¬ 
nounced  for  March  17,  at  which  the 
nomination  of  officers  and  recom¬ 
mendation  for  programs  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed. 

The  sanctuary  served  as  a  lovely 
setting  for  the  pre-Easter  Commun¬ 
ion  Service  which  was  administered 
by  the  pastors  present  from  the 
sub-district.  Publicity  chairman  is 
Charlotte  Dale. 


A  Sweetheart  Banquet  was  given  for  the  Sardis  M.Y.F.  and  their 
friends  on  February  13  in  the  basement  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  welcoming  was  given  by  Carolyn  Montgomery;  Invocation  by  Don 
Riggin;  group  singing  by  Norma  Montgomery;  U.  N.  and  Washington  Tour 

slides  shown  by  Dean  Riggin.  . 

Highlight  of  the  evening  was  the  crowning  of  Dean  Riggin  and  Nancy 

Ann  Styles  as  King  and  Queen;  pictured  above. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Ten 


I 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  _  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Scenes  at  Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s  North  Ark.  Guild 
Society  at  Little  Rock,  March  31-April  1  Concludes  Session 


Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum,  center,  Field  Worker  for  the  Woman’s  Division,  made  the 
presentations  to  the  retiring  officers  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock.  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  vice-president,  left,  and  Mrs. 
Murray  B.  McLeod,  secretary  of  literature  and  publications,  right,  will  itinerate  the 
districts  in  their  annual  meetings  in  April. 


Officers  installed  for  the  next  two  years  are,  bottom  row,  I.  to  r.:  Mrs.  F.  W.  Srygley, 
student  work;  Mrs.  L.  L.  Crenshaw,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Walter  Birch,  supply;  top  row, 
I.  to  r.:  Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley,  missionary  personnel;  Mrs.  John  Hefley,  children’s  work; 
Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  vice-president.  Mrs.  Edgar  F.  Dixon  of  Little  Rock,  was  elected 
secretary  of  Christian  Social  Relations,  but  was  out  of  town  at  the  time  the  picture  was 
made. 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  was  held  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  at 
Jonesboro,  March  14  and  15.  217 

members  registered  from  the  eight 
districts. 

Pre-program  activities  included 
the  Guild  Standing  Committee 
meeting  at  10  a.m.  Saturday.  All 
eighteen  members  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  were  present. 

The  meeting  was  formally  opened 
at  2  p.m.  by  the  Conference  Guild 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Vida  Fry  of  North 
Little  Rock.  Greetings  were 
brought  by  Mrs.  John  Larkin,  local 
Guild  president,  and  Mrs.  John 
Duke,  Jonesboro  District  Secretary, 
introduced  special  guests. 

Mrs.  Fry’s  annual  message  had  as 
its  theme,  “Harmony  in  Doing 
God’s  Work.”  The  eight  District 
Secretaries,  who  compose  the  above 
named  committees  gave  reports  of 
work  accomplished  this  year  in 
their  areas.  Four  new  Guild  units 
were  reported  at  Amboy  and  Wes¬ 
ley  in  the  Conway  District;  St. 
Mark’s  in  the  Fort  Smith  District; 
and  Asbury  at  Batesville.  There 
was  100%  reporting,  also.  Dr.  Irma 
Highbaugh  of  Coffeeville,  Kansas 
closed  the  program  with  an  address 
on  “Fellowship  of  the  Saints.” 

Saturday  evening  a  banquet  for 
two  hundred  guests  was  given  in 
the  Church  dining  room.  The  group 
re-convened  in  the  sanctuary  where 
they  heard  Rev.  E.  J.  Holifield,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  describe  the 
recent  trip  made  to  the  Middle  East. 
Two  series  of  pictures  of  the  area 
were  also  shown.  Mrs.  John  Forten¬ 
berry  closed  the  evening  program 
with  a  solo,  “I  Walked  Today  Where 
Jesus  Walked.” 

Sunday  morning  breakfast  was 
served  to  the  delegation  at  the 
Noble  Hotel.  Invocation  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Julian  Vogel,  former  Guild 
secretary.  A  business  meeting  fol¬ 
lowed.  Miss  Iris  Bell  had  charge 
of  the  worship  service,  using  as  her 
theme,  “Repeat  the  Sounding  Joy.” 

The  Standing  Guild  Committee 


gave  their  reports  and  assisted  with 
the  question  and  answer  period. 
These  officers  were:  Mrs.  Perry 
Biggs  of  Bald  Knob,  Spiritual  Life 
Cultivation;  Miss  Martha  Milburn 
of  Harrison,  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions;  Miss  Mildred  Scott  of  North 
Little  Rock  and  Mrs.  Elmus  C. 
Brown  of  Hughes,  Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Service;  Mrs.  Jessie  Gil- 
strap,  Conference  President;  Mrs. 
William  Hall  of  Widener,  Finances; 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Literature  and 
Publications;  and  Mrs.  Hubert  E. 
Pearce,  of  Wynne,  Promotion. 

The  group  attended  the  morning 
worship  services  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  and  had  lunch  in  the  church 
dining  room.  The  invocation  was 
given  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  William 
Watson. 

The  closing  session  in  the  after¬ 
noon  had  many  features.  Following 
the  reports  of  committees,  Mrs.  Jes¬ 
sie  Gilstrap,  on  behalf  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  presented  an 
Honorary  Life  Membership  to  Mrs. 
Fry;  and  Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown,  on 
behalf  of  the  Hughes  Guild,  pre¬ 
sented  an  Adult  Life  Membership 
to  Mrs.  Davis  Biggs  of  Hughes,  who 
is  the  Forrest  City  District  Secre¬ 
tary. 

An  invitation  to  meet  at  Rogers 
in  March,  1960  was  extended  by 
Mrs.  Wynona  McClain,  the  Fayette¬ 
ville  District  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington  of  York, 
Nebraska,  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Treasurer,  was  introduced  by 
Mrs.  William  Hall.  Her  address 
was  followed  by  the  annual  Pledge 
Service,  directed  by  Mrs.  Hall  who 
was  assisted  by  two  representatives 
of  each  District.  The  Pledge  Serv¬ 
ice  was  highlighted  by  a  pantomime 
by  about  twenty-five  persons.  Miss 
Helen  Hetherington  sang,  “Above 
the  Hills  of  Time.” 

Rev.  J.  William  Watson  and  Rev. 
Ben  Jordan  had  charge  of  the  Com¬ 
munion  Service  which  closed  the 
annual  Guild  Weekend. 

All  the  Methodist  Churches  of  the 
Jonesboro  area  assisted  in  arrange¬ 
ments  and  entertainment  for  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 


Joe  Butcher  of  Magnolia,  left;  and  Dale  Whitman, 
Associate  pastor  at  Warren,  right;  discuss  their  plans 
f0r  work  with  the  Woman’s  Division  with  Mrs.  Charles 
Primm,  retiring  secretary  of  missionary  personnel. 


Guest  speaker  for  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Week- 
End  and  the  Woman's  Conference  was  Miss  Marjory 
Mayer,  missionary  to  Japan,  shown  here  with  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Scott,  president  of  the  conference  society. 


Mrs.  W.  Neill  Hart  of  Camden;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson 
of  Little  Rock;  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Galloway  of  Little  Rock; 
were  nominated  to  the  Jurisdiction  for  election  to  the 
Board  of  Missions. 
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Ground  Breaking 
Ceremonies  at 


First  Church,  N.  O. 


Pictured  at  the  ground  breaking  of  the  new  site  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  are,  I.  to  r.,  front  row.  Rev.  N.  H.  Delbert,  D.  M. 
Hayes,  Henry  Walther,  Jr.;  back  row.  Rev.  A.  M.  Baker,  R.  R.  Rooks,  and 
W.  W.  Shaw. 


Rev.  James  E.  Christie  presents  membership  certificate  to  Mr.  Joe 
Sanders,  the  100th  member  to  join  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  since  the  beginning  of  this  conference  year.  Mrs.  Sanders,  Debbie 
and  Larry  look  on. 


Sunday,  March  15th  was  a  red 
letter  day  in  the  life  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  when 
ground  was  broken  for  the  new 
church  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Canal  St.  and  Jefferson  Davis  Park¬ 
way.  After  opening  services  at  the 
present  church  at  4140  Canal  St., 
the  congregation  went  to  the  new 
site  where  appropriate  services  were 
held.  About  four  hundred  people 
gathered  to  see  D.  M.  Hayes,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  move  for  the 
new  church,  turn  the  first  shovel 
of  earth;  followed  by  Mrs.  W.  Van 
Buren,  Henry  Walther,  Jr.,  R.  R. 
Rooks,  and  others.  Test  piling  will 
be  driven  and  pressurized,  then 
piling  ordered  and  actual  work  on 
the  structure  will  commence.  Two 
hundred  and  ten  tons  of  air  condi¬ 
tioning  will  be  the  capacity  load. 
The  educational  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing  will  feature  new  furniture  of 
the  latest  style  and  modern  facili¬ 
ties  of  every  sort.  A  system  of 
dimming  lights  will  be  installed 
and  the  sanctuary  will  be  wired  for 
radio  and  closed  circuit  television. 
A  new  Allen  Gyrophonic  Organ  will 
be  installed  upon  completion  at  a 
cost  of  $30,000.  A  fellowship  hall 
seating  300  with  a  modern  kitchen, 
a  beautiful  library  room  and  a 
chapel  seating  72  are  all  a  part  of 
the  building  to  be  constructed.  The 
materials  will  be  brick,  stone,  mar¬ 
ble  and  granite.  The  cost  of  the 
building  exclusive  of  the  land  will 
be  $1,250,000.00.  The  greater  part 
of  this  money  is  provided  for  and 


Seventy  Girl  Scouts  participated  in  the  morning 
worship  service  on  National  Girl  Scout  Sunday  at  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston.  Curved  Bar  Program  Aides  Anita 
Shadow  and  Mary  Belle  Kirkland  led  in  the  Brownie 
and  Girl  Scout  Promise.  The  following  recited  the  Girl 
Scout  Laws  for  the  congregation:  Nancy  Holstead,  Alice 
Hubbard,  Rebecca  Smith,  Betty  Hinton,  Jan  Colvin,  Pat 


Tait,  Susan  Napper,  Jerry  Lou  Sears,  and  Catherine 
Lewis. 

Brownie  Troops  48,  51,  52,  and  54  meet  regularly 
each  week  at  Trinity.  Forty-three  of  the  adult  workers 
in  the  Ruston  Girl  Scout  Council  are  members  of  Trinity, 
including  the  Council  president,  Mrs.  Neil  S.  Kirkland, 
and  the  program  director,  Mrs.  Lester  M.  Garrison. 

The  pastor  of  Trinity  Church  is  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris 


construction  will  start  immediately. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert, 
says  “Never  have  our  people  been 
so  happy  and  enthusiastic  and  sure¬ 
ly  this  marks  a  new  day  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  First  Church.” 


■ 
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Pictured  above  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Bolin,  Mrs.  Earnest  Guill,  all  of  Homer,  at  First  Methodist  Church 
Neils  Robinson  holding  Neil,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Special  Night  of  Recognition. 


Homer  Church 
Holds  Special 
Recognition  Night 

Special  Recognition  Services  were 
held  on  Sunday  night,  March  1,  at 
Homer  First  Methodist  Church  at 
which  time  recognition  was  given  to 
those  persons  having  belonged  to 
the  Homer  Church  50  years  or 
longer,  the  person  present  being  a 
member  the  longest,  the  person 
present  being  the  oldest,  the  largest 
family  present,  the  couple  present 
married  the  longest,  the  couple  pres- 
est  most  recently  married  and  the 
youngest  child  present.  Dr.  W.  L. 
Doss,  Jr.,  Haynesville,  former  Hom¬ 
er  pastor,  and  now  a  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
delivered  the  sermon. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earnest  Guild,  pres¬ 
ent  for  the  service,  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Homer  Church  for  66 
years.  The  largest  family  present 
was  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neil  Rob¬ 
inson.  The  couple  married  the  long¬ 
est  is  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earnest  Gill, 
while  the  couple  married  most  re¬ 
cently  was  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Bolin, 
who  served  as  youth  counselors  in 
the  youth  divisions.  The  youngest 
child  present  was  Neil  Robinson,  Jr. 

Rev.  W.  P.  Fraser  is  the  Homer 
Pastor. 

Centenary  Men 
Refurbish  Ellerbe 
Road  Meth.  Church 

The  Ellerbe  Road  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport  District,  was  re¬ 
furnished  without  charge  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Kappa  Chi  ministerial 
organization  at  Centenary  College. 

Kappa  Chi  members  went  to  the 
church  to  varnish  pews,  repaint  the 


kitchen,  give  the  church  interior  a 
general  cleanup  and  perform  any 
other  necessary  tasks  to  put  the 
structure  in  attractive  shape  for 
Easter. 

Jerry  Woods  of  Tyler,  Tex.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  ministerial  organization, 


said  the  group  decided  to  undertake 
the  task  as  one  of  its  projects  for 
the  current  semester.  Dr.  Webb  D. 
Pomeroy,  acting  head  of  the  Bible 
department  at  Centenary  and  facul¬ 
ty  sponsor  of  the  club,  is  serving  as 
pastor  of  the  Ellerbe  Road  church. 


Three  Methodist 
Students  Selected 
For  ODK  Members 

Three  outstanding  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  are  among  the  five  Centenary 
College  men  selected  for  member¬ 
ship  in  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  men’s 
honorary  society. 

In  addition,  ODK  tapped  into 
membership  Dr.  W.  W.  Pate,  head 
of  the  commerce  and  economics  de¬ 
partment  and  active  member  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Pate  has  taught  a  Sunday  School 
class  at  the  church  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  students  selected  for  the  hon¬ 
or,  one  of  the  highest  which  can  be 
accorded  male  students  on  the  cam¬ 
pus,  are  the  following:  Charles  Lee 
Byrd,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Byrd  of  Many;  Charles  Lofton  Wil¬ 
der,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  Wil¬ 
der  of  Eros;  Lewis  W.  Fletcher,  son 
of  Mi',  and  Mrs.  L.  O.  Fletcher  of 
DeRidder;  William  J  erry  Winter- 
rowd,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Winterrowd  of  Shreveport,  and 
Jackie  Carpenter,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Carpenter  of  Winnsboro. 

Byrd,  Wilder  and  Fletcher  all  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  on  the  local  campus,  and 
Fletcher  currently  serves  as  vice 
president  of  the  organization.  He 
also  is  a  member  of  the  college 
Honor  Court.  Wilder,  who  has 
served  as  treasurer  and  program 
chairman  of  MSM,  is  president  of 
the  student  body.  He  also  is  active 
in  Kappa  Chi,  ministerial  society. 
Byrd  is  active  in  intramurals  and 
a  member  of  Phi  Mu  Alpha  Sin- 
fonia,  honorary  music  fraternity,  in 
addition  to  his  religious  work. 

Byrd  is  a  member  of  the  Many 
Methodist  Church,  Wilder  holds 
membership  in  the  Antioch  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Eros,  and  Fletcher  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport. 


An  occasion  of  unusual  significance  and  beauty 
was  the  " Service  of  Choral  Music"  in  the  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  Sunday,  March  IS.  The  Grace 
Choir,  composed  of  twenty-seven  members,  presented 
"The  Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ,"  a  sacred  cantata,  by 
Theodore  Dubois.  A.  E.  Tellinghuisen,  minister  of  music 


at  Grace  Church,  directed  the  cantata,  which  featured 
three  guest  soloists  from  the  Louisiana  Tech  Department 
of  Music,  Miss  Dottie  Day,  Ben  Laney,  and  Milton  Lites. 
Mrs.  Doyle  Evans  was  the  organist.  Rev.  Henry  Blount 
is  pastor  of  Grace  Church. 
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Korean  Methodists 
Set  Goals  for  the 
Quadrennium 

A  new  quadrennium  having  begun 
last  fall  with  the  election  of  a  new 
bishop,  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  has  set  goals  for  the  next 
four  years  in  benevolence  giving 
and  in  church  extension.  In  the 
latter  area,  the  goal  is  to  start  more 
than  one  new  church  each  week. 

The  Quadrennial  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Korean  church  has 
asked  that  the  church  strive  for  a 
50  per  cent  increase  in  benevolent 
giving  each  year  for  the  next  four 
years.  Commenting  on  that  propos¬ 
al,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Sauer  of 
Circleville,  Ohio,  Methodist  news 
correspondent  for  Korea,  wrote: 

“While  the  benevolent  giving  of 
Korean  Methodists  would  not  ap¬ 
pear  large  as  a  total  amount,  it 
compares  well  with  the  per  capita 
benevolent  giving  of  Methodists  in 
America.  And  this  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  outlay  by  Korean  Methodists 
that  has  been  necessary  to  restore 
churches  and  parsonages  after  the 
war.” 

In  church  extension,  each  of  the 
32  districts  in  Korea  is  being  asked 
to  set  as  its  minimum  goal  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  two  new  churches  each 
year  for  the  quadrennium.  That  goal 
means  a  minimum  of  256  churches 
in  the  next  four  years — or  more 
than  one  new  church  a  week. 

In  the  field  of  church  extension, 
three  new  churches  were  recently 
dedicated  by  Bishop  Chong-Pil  Kim 
in  the  area  served  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  M.  Olin  Burkholder,  mission¬ 
aries  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  One  was  a 
stone  church  costing  about  $10,000 
and  seating  200  persons.  Another 
was  the  Anne  Scott  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  dedicated  in  memory 
of  Miss  Anne  Scott  of  Nicholasville, 
Ky.  The  third  church  was  a  two- 
story  stone  structure  in  Yuh-ju,  the 
center  of  the  Suwon  district.  That 
church  was  made  possible  by  gifts 
inspired  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  A.  K. 
Jensen. 

In  a  dispatch  to  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  Dr.  Sauer  also 
reported  that  Korean  Methodists 
have  changed  their  publishing  pro¬ 
gram.  They  have  discontinued  the 
20-page  Advocate  and  the  50-page 
Christian  Education  Journal  and 
have  begun  a  new  monthly  maga¬ 
zine,  Methodist  Life.  This  new  or¬ 
gan  of  100  pages  will  seek  to  cover 
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By  William  A.  Garrard 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  William  A. 
Garrard  is  the  minister-director  of  the 
Methodist  Mission  on  the  island  of 
Vieques  near  Puerto  Rico.  The  mission 
is  supported  by  the  Puerto  Rico  Provi¬ 
sional  Annual  Conference,  the  Division 
of  National  Missions  and  the  Woman's 
Division  of  Christian  Service.  There  is 
an  active  program  of  evangelism  and 
education,  but  Mr.  Garrard  writes  here 
of  the  social  service  program.  His  home 
is  Washington,  Ga. 

The  Vieques  Island  Mission  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  addition  to  the 
normal  religious  functions,  renders 
a  number  of  social  services  to  the 
people  of  Vieques. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  phases 
of  the  program  consists  of  a  cloth¬ 
ing  distribution  project.  New  and 
used  clothing  are  received  by  the 
mission  from  various  Methodist 
churches  in  the  States.  These  clothes 
are  for  distribution  to  persons  who 
have  inadequate  incomes.  A  small 
charge  is  usually  made,  but  in  many 
cases  clothes  are  given  to  very 
needy  people.  During  1959,  more 
than  6,000  pounds  of  '-clothes  were 
distributed. 

The  money  received  for  the 
clothes  was  used  to  help  maintain 
the  mission  program.  Most  of  the 
receipts  were  used  to  pay  part  of 
the  salary  of  the  mission  secretary- 
educational  assistant.  The  remainder 
was  used  in  the  community  center 
program,  for  constructing  a  one- 
room  house  for  a  poor  lonely  widow 
of  the  church,  for  church  benevo¬ 
lences  and  for  other  causes. 

Another  aspect  of  the  social  ser¬ 
vice  program  is  the  operation  of  two 
community  centers.  One  of  these, 
located  on  the  mission  farm,  does 
not  have  a  regularly  scheduled  pro¬ 
gram  except  for  a  weekly  Sunday 
school.  However,  the  grounds  are 
open  to  the  public  at  all  times. 

The  young  people  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  use  the  volley  ball-basketball 
court  at  various  times.  Under  the 
direction  of  a  government  educa¬ 
tional  worker,  a  small  lending  li¬ 
brary  is  maintained,  and  occasional 
community  activities  are  held  at  the 
center. 

The  other  community  center,  on 
Methodist  Hill,  is  serving  a  great 
purpose  for  the  children  and  young 
people  in  the  town  of  Isabel  Segun- 

Korean  and  world  church  news,  as 
well  as  to  provide  source  material 
for  speakers  and  leaders. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  A.  GARRARD 

da.  The  facilities  of  this  center  are 
also  made  available  to  U.S.  Marines 
when  they  are  training  on  Vieques. 

During  1958,  the  recreation  area 
was  greatly  enlarged.  Children’s 
playground  equipment,  a  shuffle 
board  and  Ping  pong  tables  were 
added  to  the  facilities.  This  was  the 
first  public  playground  equipment 
on  Vieques.  The  improvements  to 
the  community  center  have  been 
made  possible  by  direct  contribu¬ 
tions  from  Methodists  in  the  States. 

This  community  center  is  used 
daily  by  children  and  young  people. 
There  are  two  periods  of  recreation 
on  Saturdays.  There  is  supervised 
recreation  for  about  60  children 
each  Saturday  morning  and  for  30- 
40  young  people  each  Saturday 
night. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  develop 
the  program  further  so  that  the 
children  and  youth  will  have  the 
advantage  of  good,  clean  recreation. 
Because  of  this  recreational  pro¬ 
gram,  many  are  kept  out  of  the 
taverns. 

The  clinic  in  Esperanza  village  is 
a  joint  project  of  the  Government 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  mission. 
The  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  supports  a  full-time  practi¬ 
cal  nurse  and  a  part-time  worker 
who  distribute  milk  formulas  to 
babies. 

This  clinic  serves  a  great  purpose 
for  the  people  at  Esperanza,  which 
is  about  five  miles  from  the  hospital 
in  town.  The  practical  nurse  is  on 
duty  five  days  a  week;  a  doctor  vis¬ 
its  the  clinic  four  afternoons  each 
week.  The  clinic  affords  treatment 
to  the  sick,  pre-natal  and  post-natal 
care,  immunization  shots  and  many 
other  medical  helps. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  clinic  will  be 
taken  over  entirely  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  future.  But  this  will  be 
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permitted  only  when  the  mission  is 
assured  that  the  program  will  be 
continued  as  long  as  the  need  exists. 
The  clinic  soon  will  be  relocated  on 
a  lot  beside  the  new  Methodist 
chapel.  This  new  location  will  be 
in  the  center  of  the  area  where  the 
people  of  Esperanza  are  now  living. 


Another  social  service  is  rendered 
to  orphans  and  needy  children  on 
Vieques.  This  program  is  supported 
entirely  by  the  Christian  Children’s 
Fund,  Incorporated,  of  Richmond, 
Va.  Each  month  a  small  amount  of 
clothes,  food,  medicines  or  other 
supplies  are  given  to  25  orphans  or 
children  of  broken  homes.  Nearly 
all  of  these  children  attend  the 
Methodist  Sunday  schools. 


Recently,  it  was  decided  to  de¬ 
velop  the  mission  farm  on  a  small 
scale.  This  project  will  get  under 
way  during  1959.  Small,  practical 
demonstration  projects  of  poultry, 
hogs,  truck  crops,  sugar  cane  and 


fruit  will  be  operated  on  the  farm. 


These  projects  will  be  carried  out  in 
simple  form  so  that  the  small  farm¬ 
ers  of  Vieques  can  copy  the  prac¬ 
tices. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  proposed 
program  is  to  teach  and  encourage 
production  of  crops  by  the  farmers 
primarily  for  home  consumption. 
Surplus  products  would  be  market¬ 
ed.  This  program  will  help  to  im¬ 
prove  the  economic  conditions  of 
the  farmers. 

The  Methodist  Church  on  Vieques 
is  striving  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  the  people.  The  Gospel  of  Christ 
is  being  preached  not  only  in  word 
but  also  in  deed. 

The  goal  of  the  program  of  the 
Vieques  Island  Mission  is  to  make 
real  the  teachings  of  Christ  through 
practical  means.  As  we  minister 
unto  others,  we  are  ministering  unto 
Christ.  It  is  our  prayer  that  we  may 
continue  to  show  Christ’s  way,  truth 
and  life  to  the  people  of  Vieques. 


SHE 
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DAWSON — Mrs.  T.  C.  Dawson,  nee 
Nellie  Howard,  age  87  years,  Beebe, 
Arkansas,  passed  to  her  heavenly 
home  early  the  morning  of  March 
4,  1959,  after  a  brief  attack  of  ill¬ 
ness  that  lasted  only  a  few  minutes. 
She  was  born  on  November  8,  1871, 
near  Hunter’s  Chapel  in  Arkansas 
County,  Arkansas,  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead  settled  in  the  1840’s  by  her 
Grandfather,  Walter  Bartlett  Sor¬ 
rells.  Although  baptized  Rebecca 
Eleanor  Howard,  she  was  always 
known  as  “Nellie”.  She  joined  the 
Methodist  Church  at  the  age  of 
eight.  She  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Beebe  Methodist 
Church  and  a  faithful  attendant  at 
her  Sunday  School  class  and  the 
worship  services. 

She  was  married  at  Hunter’s 
Chapel,  May  3,  1893,  to  T.  Claudius 
Dawson,  a  native  of  Amite  County, 
Mississippi,  the  wedding  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Daw¬ 
son,  a  Methodist  preacher  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  eldest  brother  of  T.  C.  Daw¬ 
son.  Rev.  Mr.  Dawson  served  in  the 
Ministry  for  nearly  sixty  years. 

Her  husband  was  a  lifelong  Meth¬ 
odist  and  was  a  member  of  the  Bee¬ 
be  Church  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1954.  She  and  her  husband  were 
lifetime  school  teachers  in  Arkan¬ 
sas.  He  retired  with  nearly  fifty 
years  of  service  and  she  with  forty- 
two  years  of  service  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Arkansas.  Their  two  sons 
continue  in  the  teaching  profession: 
Dr.  Howard  A.  Dawson,  a  former 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  and  a  member  of  the  Arkansas 
State  Department  of  Education,  is 
Director  of  Rural  Service,  National 
Education  Association,  Washington, 
D.  C.;  and  Roy  E.  Dawson,  a  former 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Ark¬ 
ansas,  is  the  Head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  of  Teachers  of 
Mathematics  and  Science,  Arkansas 
State  College,  Jonesboro.  Her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Gladys  Harrison, 
lived  with  her  in  Beebe.  She  is  also 
survived  by  three  grandchildren  and 
seven  great  grandchildren. 

She  entered  Arkadelphia  Method¬ 
ist  College  during  its  second  year, 
1890,  studied  there  two  years,  and 
began  her  teaching  career  in  a  Ger- 
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man  population  community  in  Ark¬ 
ansas  County  near  Ulm  and  Stutt¬ 
gart.  Since  she  had  forebearers  on 
both  sides  of  the  War  Between  the 
States  she  possessed  an  unusual  in¬ 
sight  to  the  problems  of  the  Recon¬ 
struction.  Deep  convictions  of  her 
Southern  forbearers’  disbelief  in 
slavery  rooted  her  Christian  con¬ 
victions  of  fairness  to  all  for  edu¬ 
cation  and  citizenship.  Her  sons  fol¬ 
lowed  her  example  in  education, 
both  receiving  graduate  training  in 
George  Peabody  College,  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Her  teaching  in  rural 
schools  near  Arkadelphia,  in  Hick¬ 
ory  Plains,  Ouachita  County,  and 
Beebe,  ended  with  her  retirement 
from  Opal.  The  teaching  career  in 
the  Beebe  community  determined 
the  decision  to  live  in  Beebe  upon 
retirement  after  forty  years  teach¬ 
ing. 

She  took  pride  in  the  fact  that 
many  of  her  pupils  became  teachers. 
Many  of  them  became  county  and 
state  officials  and  one  of  them  a 
Governor  of  the  State.  George  Kell, 
the  renowned  third  baseman  of  the 
Boston  Red  Sox  was  one  of  her 
grade  school  pupils. 

Lessons  of  Mother  Dawson  are 
cherished  by  her  children  and  their 
children.  She  quietly,  but  firmly 
saw  that  they  did  well,  whatever 
they  were  to  do  as  a  part  of  their 
community  responsibilities.  Speak¬ 
ing  in  school  and  church  meetings 
was  never  allowed  to  be  carelessly 
done.  Thorough  preparation  was 
necessary  for  the  slightest  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  serve.  Scripture  lessons 
were  a  part  of  the  remembered  les¬ 
sons  “Seest  thou  a  man  diligent  in 
business;  he  shall  stand  before 
kings,  he  shall  not  stand  before 
mean  men.”  And  “I  had  rather  be  a 
doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wicked¬ 
ness  for  a  season.” 

A  personal  word  of  my  half  cen¬ 
tury  neighbor  living  with  this  Godly 
Mother  and  her  fine  family  recalls 
our  schoolmate  days  at  Henderson- 
Brown  College  with  the  two  sons, 
and  my  privilege  of  being  her  Pas¬ 
tor  in  her  last  days  here. 

Firm  in  faith,  clear  in  mind,  de¬ 
voted  in  soul,  and  always  alert  to 
the  events  of  the  day,  made  her  a 
stimulating  conversationalist  and  a 
responsive  friend.  She  always  had 
good  conversation  in  her  home. 
Good  talk  made  her  home  a  house 
of  honest  word  and  sincere  voice. 

My  mother  and  father  cherished 
their  lifelong  friendship  with  this 
fine  family  and  their  heavenly  re¬ 
union  makes  Heaven  nearer  and 
Christ  dearer  than  the  yesterdays 
before  her  death. 

She  loved  the  hymns  used  in  her 
funeral:  “What  a  Friend  we  have 
in  Jesus”,  “O  Love  that  Wilt  Not 
Let  me  Go,”  “Blest  be  the  Tie  that 
Binds”,  and  “When  They  Ring  those 
Golden  Bells.” 

An  honored  citizen,  teacher  and 
Christian  woman  has  gone  to  her 
great  reward  leaving  a  trail  of  in- 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

According  to  the  World  Health 
Organization  (of  the  United  Na 
tions),  two-fifths  of  mankind  live 
in  malaria  zones.  Up  to  ten  years 
ago,  300,000,000  persons  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  malaria  each  year  and 
some  3,000,000  died.  But  the  malaria 
eradication  campaign  of  the  past 
ten  years  have  cut  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  by  50  per  cent  and  ma¬ 
laria  deaths  fell  from  3,000,000  in 
1955  to  about  1,000,000  in  1957.  In 
1958,  46  per  cent  of  United  Nations 
International  Children’s  Emergency 
Fund’s  program  allocations  were  for 
malaria  eradication.  In  many  coun¬ 
tries,  Christian  medical  missionary 
teams  have  pioneered  in  this  battle 
against  malaria;  in  others,  they  have 
cooperated  with  WHO  groups. 


Construction  will  begin  in  Paco- 
ima,  Cal.,  this  month  on  a  $2,500,000 
hospital  resulting  from  the  coopera¬ 
tive  efforts  of  43  Lutheran  congre¬ 
gations  which  represent  nine  Luth¬ 
eran  church  bodies  in  the  U.S.A. 
Lutheran  congregations  undertook 
the  sponsorship  of  the  new  com¬ 
munity  hospital  in  the  San  Fernan¬ 
do  Valley  after  attempts  by  non¬ 
church  groups  to  finance  the  build¬ 
ing  failed.  According  to  the  Rev. 
John  G.  Simmons,  of  North  Holly¬ 
wood,  Cal.,  executive  vice-president 
of  the  new  institution,  the  100-bed 
structure  to  be  called  the  Pacoima 
Memorial  Lutheran  Hospital  will  be 
open  to  the  sick  and  suffering  of  all 
races,  creeds  and  colors. 


Plans  have  been  announced  for 
the  first  Protestant  chapel  to  be 
built  at  a  commercial  airport  in  the 
United  States.  Designed  by  Edgar 
Tafel,  New  York  architect,  the  plans 
have  been  approved  by  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  a  site  allocated  at  Idle- 
wild  International  Airport.  Con¬ 
temporary  in  style,  the  chapel  will 
be  in  the  form  of  a  Latin  Cross. 
The  horizontal  frame  will  house  re¬ 
ception  rooms,  offices  and  counsel¬ 
ing  areas,  while  the  vertical  frame 
will  provide  worship  facilities  for 
more  than  100  people.  In  addition 
to  offices,  the  plans  call  for  a  li¬ 
brary,  conference  rooms  and  small 
garden  overlooking  the  airport.  The 
$250,000  chapel  will  be  financed  and 
maintained  by  a  $400,000  fund  to  be 


spiration,  love  and  loyalty  to  her 
family  and  her  many  friends  and 
former  pupils. 

The  Funeral  Service  was  conduct¬ 
ed  March  6  in  the  Methodist  Church 
by  the  pastor  and  Rev.  W.  Harold 
Owen,  Presbyterian  minister,  Bee¬ 
be,  Ark. 


James  W.  Workman,  pastor 
The  Methodist  Church 
Beebe,  Arkansas 
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raised  by  the  Council’s  1700  member 
churches  in  the  Greater  New  York 
Area.  It  will  be  served  by  a  full¬ 
time  minister  and  staff. 


Through  the  efforts  of  three 
Methodist  doctors,  the  first  bone 
specialist  ever  to  visit  Nepal  spent 
several  days  recently  at  Shanta 
Bhawan,  the  hospital  of  the  United 
Christian  Medical  Mission,  and  per¬ 
formed  36  major  operations.  Dr. 
Ronald  J.  Garst,  of  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  Methodist  medical  missionary 
to  India,  was  the  orthopedic  surgeon 
who  visited  the  medical  mission’s 
hospital  in  Kathmandu,  capital  of 
Nepal.  He  went  to  the  remote  Hima¬ 
layan  country  at  the  invitation  of 
Drs.  Edgar  and  Elizabeth  Miller, 
of  Wilmington,  Del.,  Methodist  doc¬ 
tors  who  are  a  part  of  the  inter¬ 
denominational  medical  mission. 
The  mission  has  been  in  Nepal  only 
since  1954.  Dr.  Garst  is  currently  a 
professor  and  practicing  orthopedist 
at  the  Christian  Medical  College, 
Ludhiana,  India. 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  is  with¬ 
holding  formal  comment  on  the  re¬ 
cent  announcement  from  the  Vati¬ 
can  that  Pope  John  proposes  to  call 
an  ecumenical  council  which  will 
have  the  furthering  of  Christian 
unity  as  one  of  its  concerns.  Wide¬ 
spread  interest  in  the  subject  is  re¬ 
ported  on  the  part  of  the  171  Ortho¬ 
dox,  Anglican,  Protestant  and  Old 
Catholic  churches  belonging  to  the 
World  Council  in  53  countries.  How¬ 
ever,  the  lack  of  factual  information 
about  the  proposed  council  makes 
it  impossible,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  to  make  any  specific 
statement  at  this  time.  General  ap¬ 
proval  has  been  given  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  words  of  the  World 
Council’s  general  secretary,  Dr.  W. 
A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft:  “Much  depends 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  council 
wil  lbe  called  and  the  spirit  in  which 
the  question  of  Christian  unity  will 
be  approached.  The  question  is  how 
ecumenical  will  be  the  council  in 
composition  and  spirit?” 
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Telling  The  Tidings 
In  Louisiana 

By  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick 


Woman’s  Society  President’s  Annual  Message 


LET  us  think  together  of  “telling  the  tidings” 
in  Louisiana  in  two  ways.  First,  how  do 
you  or  I  tell  the  tidings?  Second,  how  are 
the  tidings  told  through  others? 

First,  then,  how  can  you,  or  how  can  I,  tell 
the  tidings?  Let  us  think  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  “telling.”  The  dictionary  defines  “telling” 
as,  “declaring,  stating,  informing.”  If  we  are  to 
tell  the  tidings — the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ — 
we  must  first  ourselves  know  something  of  the 
tidings  worth  telling,  something  worth  declar¬ 
ing,  something  worth  stating,  something  about 
which  we  feel  impelled  to  inform  others. 

So,  the  first  step  in  telling  the  tidings  is  that 
we  need  to  know  the  good  news  ourselves.  Each 
one  of  us  must  take  the  New  Testament  —  the 
Tidings — the  Good  News — and  make  it  come 
alive  in  our  own  life. 

Therefore,  if  we  have  the  New  Testament 
within,  then  not  only  in  words,  but  in  deeds  will 
it  come  alive  in  our  own  lives  and  generation. 
The  deeds  are  far  more  important  than  the 
words.  The  deeds  will  declare — will  state — will 
inform — will  tell  those  who  come  in  the  orbit  of 
our  influence.  We  hear  so  much  today  about 
communicating.  We  study  better  methods  of 
communication  between  people,  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  something  we  need  to  do,  but  words  are 
not  the  only  method  nor  the  best  method  of  com¬ 
municating.  Only  deeds  are  bright,  luminous, 
and  clear.  Deeds  tell  what  we  really  mean. 
Actions  not  only  speak  louder  than  words,  they 
are  the  highest  out-pouring  of  our  souls. 

I  recall  Mrs.  Bragg,  our  former  Division  Pres¬ 
ident,  saying  at  Assembly  last  year,  “We  can 
witness  in  our  hotel,  in  the  taxi.”  That  is  telling 
the  tidings  today,  is  it  not?  Think  of  her  words 
as  we  are  grathered  here  in  Baton  Rouge.  Let 
us  by  our  actions  witness  in  our  hotel,  the  taxi, 
to  all  those  about  us. 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  ways  we  come 
to  have  the  New  Testament  within  so  that  we 
may  tell  the  tidings.  You  are  familiar  with  the 
ways  we  grow  spiritually  as  members  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service.  We  study 
the  Bible  together.  This  year  we  are  studying 
Isaiah.  Next  year  we  will  study  the  Book  of 
Luke. 

Many  societies  have  prayer  groups,  where 
women  come  together  in  close  communion  with 
God  and  their  prayer  partner.  Do  you  have  a 
prayer  group  in  your  society?  We  have  prayer 
calendars  and  when  we  use  these  we  practice 
praying  not  only  for  ourselves,  our  families,  our 
community,  but  our  prayers  go  out  for  our  work¬ 
ers,  our  missionaries,  our  work  around  the  world. 
We  learn  and  grow  in  our  studies;  home,  foreign, 
and  Christian  social  relations  studies. 

Down  through  the  ages  man  has  tried  to  de¬ 
scribe  God.  He  has  tried  to  do  it  with  words, 
but  man  has  found  no  better  way  to  describe 
God  than  to  point  to  Jesus  Christ  and  attempt 
to  live  by  the  pattern  He  gave  us.  Thus  we  are 
telling  the  tidings  by  pointing  to  Jesus  and  at¬ 
tempting  to  live  by  the  pattern  He  gave  us. 

We,  who  call  ourselves  Christians,  believe  in 
a  God  given  destiny — we  are  convinced  that  God 
has  something  to  do  with  each  of  us  and  means 
to  do  it.  Martin  Luther  stated  thus,  “Let  no 
man  lose  the  faith  that  God  wills  to  do  a  great 
work  in  him.”  But  you  ask,  “How  can  God  will 
to  do  great  things  through  me?” 

That  brings  us  to  consider  the  second  part  of 
our  “telling  the  tidings”  in  Louisiana,  how  are 


This  article  is  the  president's  message  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Woman's  Society.  The  message  was 
delivered  on  March  5  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kil¬ 
patrick  of  Shreveport,  Conference  presi¬ 
dent.  The  conference  met  March  4-6  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 


others  telling  the  tidings?  Let  us  think  of  our 
Woman’s  Organization — Methodist  Women  have 
been  organized  since  1869  and  have  been  cred¬ 
ited  with  sparking  many  movements  that  have 
had  far-reaching  results  in  building  a  better 
world.  The  interest  and  loyalty  of  countless 
thousands  of  dedicated  women  have  made  pos¬ 
sible  the  greatness  which  the  organization  has 
achieved. 

Today  the  Woman’s  Society  is  made  great  and 
continues  so  by  you  and  one  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  other  women,  by  our  pledge 
to  missions  which  resulted  in  giving  over  eight 
million  dollars  to  our  work.  We  are  telling  the 
tidings  in  Louisiana  through  our  335  societies 
and  99  guilds;  through  our  giving  of  $118,000  in 
1958  to  missions. 

We  must  tell  ourselves,  and  rightly,  that  each 
of  us  is  an  essential  part  of  this  organization — 
that  God  wills  to  do  a  great  work  through  us. 
We  are  committed  to  maintaining  certain  work 
and  workers  around  the  world.  We  have  work 
in  32  countries.  We  are  responsible  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  more  than  two  thousand  deaconesses, 
missionaries,  and  employed  workers.  We  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  support  of  approximately  eight 
hundred  projects  in  the  foreign  field  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty  in  the  home  field.  Some 
of  these  workers  are  from  Louisiana,  some  of 
this  work  is  in  Louisiana,  and  thus  the  tidings 
are  being  told. 

Those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  attend 
the  Fifth  Assembly  in  St.  Louis  will  long  re¬ 
member  our  three  fine  young  women  from 
Louisiana  who  were  commissioned.  They  were 
—Norma  Garlington,  who  is  employed  now  as 
a  Religious  Education  Director  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  at  Crowley,  Louisiana;  Mar¬ 
garet  Wade  Campbell,  of  Alexandria,  Louisiana, 
who  has  returned  to  the  MacDonell  Social  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Durango,  Mexico;  and  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland, 
of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  who  sails  this  month 
to  serve  in  the  Pediatrics  Department  of  our 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Vellore,  India.  Did  you 
know  that  some  of  your  increase  in  pledge  to 
the  Woman’s  Division  goes  to  pay  one-half  of 
Dr.  Cleveland’s  salary?  We  are  happy  to  share 
this  privilege  with  the  Florida  Conference,  since 
Dr.  Cleveland  has  elected  to  call  Louisiana  her 
adopted  home  state  along  with  Florida,  her 
home. 

There  are  others  from  Louisiana  who  are 
telling  the  tidings.  Many  of  you  remember 
Gretchen  Elston,  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  who 
several  years  ago  served  in  Japan  four  years  as 
a  J-3  teaching  in  a  language  school.  She  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States  to  re-enter  school 
so  that  she  might  go  as  a  full-time  missionary 
to  Japan.  While  she  was  in  the  United  States 
studying,  she  met  a  young  man  who  made  a  de¬ 
cision  to  become  a  missionary,  and  he  and 
Gretchen  are  now  serving  together.  They  were 
married  recently  in  Kobe,  Japan,  and  Gretchen  s 


mother  has  shared  some  letters  with  me  written 
by  them  to  her. 

Miss  Elma  Ashby,  a  nurse  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  Fluker,  Louisiana,  who  has  been 
stationed  in  Southern  Rhodesia,  Africa,  has  been 
home  on  leave  and  for  study.  She  wrote  from 
New  York  in  late  June,  “I  just  finished  my 
school  work  and  graduated  June  8.  I  am  eager 
to  get  back  and  apply  my  new  knowledge  in  the 
nursing  program.” 

I  wish  time  would  permit  me  to  tell  you 
something  of  each  of  the  33  missionaries,  dea¬ 
conesses,  contract  and  employed  workers,  either 
from  Louisiana  or  working  in  Louisiana,  and 
something  of  the  retired  missionaries  and  dea¬ 
conesses  from  Louisiana,  but  I  hope  you  get 
news  of  these  from  the  “Missionary  Minutes” 
that  comes  to  your  society  periodically. 

I  know  you  are  familiar  with  our  projects  in 
Louisiana  and  it  is  through  the  dedicated  work¬ 
ers  of  these  institutions  at  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  People’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  Mac¬ 
Donell  Methodist  Center,  Houma,  Louisiana; 
Dulac  Indian  Center,  Dulac,  Louisiana;  Sager- 
Brown  Home  and  Godman  School,  Baldwin, 
Louisiana;  Business  Girls’  Inn,  Shreveport,  Lou¬ 
isiana;  our  three  Wesley  Foundations  on  the 
college  campuses;  and  our  Rural  Work  in  St. 
Tammany  Parish  that  the  tidings  are  told  in 
Louisiana. 

We  have  a  committee  functioning  now  to  de¬ 
termine  if  we  need  to  open  new  rural  work  in 
the  northern  part  of  our  state.  We  will  need  to 
find  a  worker  for  rural  work  if  this  committee 
and  the  Woman’s  Division  deems  it  wise  to  open 
that  type  of  work  in  North  Louisiana. 

The  Woman’s  Division  has  challenged  us  to 
look  to  where  we  are  going  by  asking  us  to  set 
up  a  committee  to  look  into  the  matter  of  new 
work  all  over  our  conference  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Woman’s  Division  for  consideration.  This  is 
something  for  each  of  us  to  have  on  our  hearts 
as  we  return  to  our  communities.  Where  can 
we  serve?  Where  is  the  need  for  new  work  in 
Louisiana? 

The  Department  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  has  asked  that  we  think  more  of  the  church 
and  woman  power.  The  Woman’s  Division  is 
very  wisely  seeking  data  and  studying  the  effect 
of  the  increase  in  the  employment  of  women  on 
the  Woman’s  Society  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild.  We  on  the  local,  district  and  conference 
levels  need  to  be  aware  of  this  increase  in  the 
employment  of  women  and  consider  its  effects 
in  our  own  conference. 

The  Guild  is  making  fine  progress  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  for  eight  units  have  been  organized  and  two 
re-organized  this  year.  That  is  fine,  but  this 
matter  of  employed  women  affects  the  Woman's 
Society  as  well  as  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
and  we  need  to  study  this  matter  on  all  levels. 

We  need  to  think  together  as  we  study  this 
year  on  the  “Churches’  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country,”  the  migrant  situation  in  our  own 
state.  You  here  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
particularly  are  aware  of  the  needs  of  the  mi¬ 
grant  workers  as  they  come  into  the  strawberry 
fields  here. 

We  need  the  help  of  every  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  if  we  are 
to  assume  our  responsibilities  in  helping  to  re¬ 
cruit  new  workers.  The  need  is  so  great  in  so 
many  fields — in  agriculture,  home  economics, 
business,  secretarial,  medical,  including  doctors, 
nurses,  dentists,  technicians;  church  and  social, 
and  educational.  How  are  we  to  fill  these  needs!1 
Would  you  like  to  help  in  this  great  recruitment 
program?  You  can— if  you  will.  You  may,  if 
you  are  parents,  help  your  children  see  the  joy 
and  sense  of  fulfillment  in  entering  full-time 
Christian  service. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  plans  that  we  are 
to  work  on  in  the  future.  Someone  has  said. 
“We  need  to  take  off  our  hats  to  the  past,  but 
our  coats  off  to  the  future. 
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Fort  Richardson,  Alaska  (RNS)— 'THE  SOLDIER  AND  CHRIST'  ADORNS 
ARMY  CHAPEL.  Chaplain  (Capt.)  Seth  A.  Wood  (Methodist),  1st  Battle 
Group,  23d  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  prepares  for  Sunday  church  services  in  the 
Engineer  ChapeTof  the  562nd  Engineer  Company  here.  The  chapel,  a  quonset 
hut,  houses  the  only  duplicate  of  the  painting  " The  Soldier  and  Christ"  done 
by  an  Italian  artist,  Ortavio  Delphin  in  1946,  during  the  U.  S.  Army's  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Trieste,  Italy.  The  original  painting  belongs  to  another  chaplain 
formerly  stationed  at  Fort  Richardson  with  a  now  inactivated  unit. 


Area  Ministers 
Take  Part  In 
National  Seminar 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Rev. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lafayette,  La., 
of  the  Louisiana  conference;  the 
Rev.  Jesse  L.  Johnson,  N.  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference;  the  Rev.  Joe  R.  Phil¬ 
lips,  Jr.,  Gurdon,  Ark.,  of  the  Little 
Rock  conference,  are  among  ,U1 
Methodist  ministers  of  the  United 
States  who  took  part  in  a  Methodist 
ministers’  seminar  on  national  and 
international  affairs  April  7-9  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  seminar  is  the  thirteenth  an¬ 
nual  one  sponsored  by  the  In-Serv¬ 
ice  Training  section  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Education’s  Department 
of  Ministerial  Education. 

Nearly  all  the  Methodist  annual 
(regional)  conferences  in  the  coun¬ 
try  were  represented  at  the  meeting 
at  the  Continental  Hotel,  said  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  Richard  Spann,  Nash¬ 
ville,  director  of  In-Service  Train¬ 
ing.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  semi¬ 
nar. 

The  group  of  selected  ministers 
talked  with  government,  diplomatic, 
and  international  resource  people 
and  others.  Among  those  on  the 
program  were  U.  S.  Senators  Hu¬ 
bert  H.  Humphrey,  Jr.,  of  Minne¬ 
sota  and  Karl  E.  Mundt  of  South 
Dakota,  U.  S.  Representatives  A.  S. 
J.  Carnahan  of  Missouri  and  Ches¬ 
ter  E.  Merrow  of  New  Hampshire; 
Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  secretary, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Health,  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Welfare;  Dr.  Caspar 
Nannes,  religious  news  editor,  The 
Washington  Star;  the  ambassador 
from  Argentina;  Dr.  Ernest  S.  Grif¬ 
fith,  dean,  School  of  International 
Service,  American  University;  and 
high-ranking  officials  of  the  State 
Department. 


What  A  Day! 

On  March  26,  the  Rev.  Leon  M. 
Adkins,  Jr.,  and  the  Newtonville, 
N.Y.,  Methodist  church  were  sched¬ 
uled  to  break  ground  for  a  new  ed¬ 
ucational  building. 

Not  only  that  but  papers  were  to 
be  signed  for  acquiring  additional 
land  for  a  parking  lot. 

So — in  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning,  Mrs.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  Jr., 
gave  birth  to  a  baby. 

And — a  little  while  later  she  gave 
birth  to  another  baby. 

“Methodist  Expansion  Day,”  Mr. 
Adkins  described  it  when  at  5  a.m. 
he  called  his  father  with  the  big 
news. 

Mr.  Adkins  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  g  e  n  e  r  a  1  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church.  The 
twins  were  named  Rachel  and  Dav¬ 
id-  They  bring  to  nine  the  number 
°f  Dr.  Adkins’  grandchildren.  Seven 
°f  them  are  boys,  and  none  is  over 
six  years  of  age. 


Schedule  Announced 
For  8  District 
W.S.C.S.  Meetings 

Miss  Alice  Alsup  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  a  retired  Methodist  Mission¬ 
ary,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  in 
the  eight  district  spring  meetings  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  the  Christian 
Service.  This  announcement  is  made 
this  week  by  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patterson, 
Jr.,  of  Shreveport,  the  conference 
secretary  of  promotion  for  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society. 

The  dates  and  places  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  meetings  are  as  follows: 

April  14,  Mangum  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport. 

April  15,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Arcadia. 

April  16,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Delhi. 

April  17,  First  Methodist  Church, 
LeCompte. 

April  21,  First  Methodist  Church, 


Lake  Charles. 

April  22,  Louisiana  Memorial 
Methodist  Chui-ch,  Opelousas. 

April  23,  Methodist  Church,  Zach¬ 
ary. 

April  24,  Lake  Vista  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans. 

Miss  Alsup  will  also  address  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
as  follows: 

April  12,  Park  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport. 

April  19,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria. 

April  20,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles. 

April  24,  Carrollton  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans. 

Miss  Alsup  spent  39  years  in  the 
Orient.  She  taught  at  the  Laura 
Haygood  Normal  School  in  Soochow, 
China;  at  the  Virginia  School  in 
Huchow  and  at  the  McTyeire  School 
in  Shanghai.  With  the  arrival  of  the 
communists  Miss  Alsup  was  forced 
to  leave  China  in  1949.  After  a  three 
year  stay  in  the  United  States,  she 


Nat’l  Family 
Week  To  Be 
May  3-10 

Methodists  To  Join  Others 

In  Bible-Reading  Emphasis 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Method¬ 
ists  will  join  other  denominations 
and  emphasize  Bible-reading  during 
National  Family  Week  May  3-10. 

“The  theme  for  National  Family 
Week  is  ‘The  Family  and  the  Bi¬ 
ble,’  ”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  D. 
Staples,  Nashville,  director  of  the 
Department  of  the  Christian  Family 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

“During  the  special  week,”  said 
Dr.  Staples,  “it  is  expected  that 
many  Methodist  churches  will  em¬ 
phasize  the  importance  of  using  the 
Bible  in  the  home  and  that  many 
Methodist  ministers  will  preach  on 
the  theme  for  the  week.” 

The  observance  in  Methodist 
churches  will  begin  awith  Children’s 
Day  on  Sunday,  May  3,  and  end 
with  Mother’s  Day,  Sunday,  May 
10.  A  program,  “We  Thank  Thee 
for  the  Bible,”  has  been  prepared 
for  Children’s  Day  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Children  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education. 

Dr.  Staples’  department  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  leaflet  for  widespread  dis¬ 
tribution  during  the  week.  It  is 
“Discovering  the  Bible  as  a  Fam¬ 
ily.” 


went  to  Yokohama,  Japan,  where 
she  served  as  a  kindergarten  teach¬ 
er  at  Seibi  Gakuen  until  her  re¬ 
tirement  last  year. 

On  furloughs  to  the  States  she 
taught  at  Texas  Wesleyan  in  Ft. 
Worth  and  at  Sue  Bennett  College 
in  London,  Kentucky.  She  has  work¬ 
ed  for  the  Committee  for  Literacy 
and  Christian  Literature,  the  For¬ 
eign  Missions  Conference,  and  the 
American  Red  Cross. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  April  9-April  18  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


April  9  Galatians  5:16-26 

April  10  Galatians  6:1-10 

April  11  .  Galatians  6:11-18 

April  12  .  Ephesians  1:1-14 

April  13  .  Ephesians  1:15-23 

April  14  Ephesians  2:1-10 

April  15  .  Ephesians  2:11-22 

April  16  .  Ephesians  3:1-13 

April  17  .  Ephesians  3:14-21 

April  18  .  Ephesians  4:1-16 


"HAVE  OFFICE ---WILL  TRAVEL"  This  com¬ 
plete  office  and  study  is  housed  in  a  renovated  flexible 
bus,  obtained  by  Rev.  George  D.  York,  minister  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Providence,  Louisiana, 
for  a  permanent  portable  study. 

Packing,  shipping  and  setting  up  a  study  has  long 
been  one  of  the  big  tasks  faced  by  any  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  Arrangement  of  books,  equipment,  etc.,  has  also 
presented  a  problem  in  each  new  appointment. 

The  present  portable  study  contains  148  square 
feet  of  floor  space  with  better  than  six  feet  of  headroom. 
The  desk,  bookcases  and  cabinets  are  built  in.  Heat  is 


provided  by  natural  gas.  A  telephone  and  florescent 
lighting  completes  the  fixtures. 

The  interior  decorations  combines  flat  black  for 
all  of  the  bookcases,  desk  and  cabinets.  The  floor  is  of 
Louisiana  yellow  pine  finished  in  natural  color.  Paneling 
is  of  Japanese  ash.  Built-in  seats  and  chairs  combine 
with  drapes  to  present  an  attractive  interior. 

Adequate  space  for  consultation  and  committee 
meetings  makes  this  portable  office  ideal  for  one  who, 
in  the  course  of  years,  must  move  to  different  churches 
and  localities. 


Nation’s  Newest  State ,  Hawaii ,  Shows 
Increase  in  Methodist  Membership 

HONOLULU  (MI) — Methodist  membership  in  the  nation’s  newest  state 
—Hawaii— now  stands  at  4,352,  an  increase  of  1.8  per  cent  over  last  year. 

Church  leaders  reported  this  and  other  gains  in  the  Islands  at  the  re¬ 
cent  54th  annual  meeting  of  the  Hawaii  Mission  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Church  school  membership  is  up  387  to  4,803  (8.7  per  cent  gain),  and 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  is  up  38  to  643  (5.9  per  cent 
gain). 

News  of  statehood  came  dramatically  two  days  after  23  laymen,  33 
ministers  and  six  special  workers  wound  up  a  busy  annual  session,  March 
4-9. 

But  days  earlier  the  Aloha  State  had  recognized  Methodists’  contribu¬ 
tion  which  helped  pave  the  way  for  statehood. 

Bishop  James  C.  Baker,  retired  bishop  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  and 
Mrs.  Baker,  arriving  for  the  annual  meeting,  read  special  greetings  in  the 


Regional  Briefing 
Conferences  To 
Be  Held,  July-Oct. 

For  the  second  successive  year, 
The  Methodist  Church’s  three  gen¬ 
eral  boards  of  social  concern  will 
sponsor  a  series  of  regional  briefing 
conferences. 

The  conferences  are  planned  to 
train  annual  conference  and  district 
leaders  in  the  fields  of  temperance, 
world  peace,  and  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  relations*. 

Last  year’s  series,  which  marked 
the  beginning  of  this  type  of  train¬ 
ing  conference,  was  so  successful 
that  denominational  leaders  have 
decided  to  sponsor  a  1959  series. 

The  three  general  agencies  which 
will  share  in  sponsoring  the  confer¬ 
ences  are  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  and  the  Board 
of  World  Peace,  both  in  Chicago, 
and  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  regional  meetings  have  been 
announced  as  follows: 

South  Central  —  July  27-30,  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Southeastern  —  Sept.  15-17,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C. 

Western  —  Sept.  22-24,  First 
Church,  Portland,  Oregon. 

North  Central  —  Sept.  29-Oct.  1, 
YMCA  hotel,  Chicago. 

Northeastern  —  Oct.  27-29,  Buck 
Hill  Falls,  Pa. 

Staff  members  who  are  serving  as 
coordinators  from  the  three  general 
boards  are:  the  Rev.  J.  Robert 
Regan,  Jr.,  Temperance;  the  Rev. 
Emerson  W.  Smith,  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations;  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Carl  D.  Soule,  World  Peace. 


The  Methodist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Frankfurt,  Germany,  plans 
to  become  the  training  center  for 
all  Methodist  missionary  candidates 
from  West  Germany  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ernst  Sommer, 
the  president,  reports.  Dr.  Sommer 
reports  that  a  small  part  of  the 
Seminary  building  has  been  set 
aside  as  a  dormitory  for  women, 
and  that  the  curriculum  will  be  ad¬ 
justed  to  meet  the  training  require¬ 
ments  of  missionaries. 


Honolulu  Star-Bulletin: 

“The  special  greeting,”  said  the 
Star-Bulletin,  “is  because  of  Bishop 
Baker’s  early  backing  of  Statehood 
for  Hawaii.  Viewing  Hawaii’s  long 
fight  for  Statehood  as  a  ‘fight  for 
social  justice’  Bishop  Baker  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  Methodist  General 
Conference  to  indorse  Statehood  .  .  . 
more  than  10  years  ago. 

“Bishop  Baker  argued  that  State¬ 
hood  for  Hawaii  would  be  a  deed 
of  justice  in  a  democracy  which  has 
founded  with  a  declaration  of  belief 
in  Almighty  God.” 

And  on  the  meeting’s  final  day. 
Bishop  Baker,  Bishop  Marshall  R. 
Reed,  Michigan  Area,  who  presided 
at  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Gerald 
H.  Kennedy,  and  H.  Conwell  Snoke, 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
went  before  the  territorial  legisla¬ 
ture  to  extend  greetings  from  The 
Methodist  Church,  and  again  ex¬ 
press  the  hope  for  statehood. 

That  long  struggle  ended  hours 
later,  and  Methodists  took  a  leading 
part  in  a  special,  interdenomina¬ 
tional  service  of  prayer  and  thanks¬ 
giving  at  historic  Kawaiahao 
Church  (Congregational). 

Ministers  from  many  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  representing  five  races, 
legislators,  school  choirs,  members 
of  Hawaiian  societies,  and  the  Royal 
Hawaiian  Band  marched  from  the 
Iolani  Palace  (capitol)  to  the 
church. 

Among  the  clergymen  taking  part 
in  the  service  were  Dr.  Harry  S. 
K  o  m  u  r  o,  superintendent  of  the 
Hawaii  Mission,  who  read  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  the  Rev.  James  Misajon, 
pastor  of  Kahaluu  Community 


Methodist  Church,  who  led  in  a 
prayer  for  guidance.  Thousands  of 
people  packed  the  church  where  139 
years  ago  a  Congregational  mission¬ 
ary  preached  the  first  Christian 
sermon  in  the  Islands. 

The  annual  meeting  reported 
these  other  achievements:  benevo¬ 
lence  budget  up  11  per  cent  to  $28,- 
799;  one  new  church  and  two  new 
Sunday  schools  organized  during 
the  year;  and  building  projects  cost¬ 
ing  more  than  $425,000  were  started. 

Delegates  adopted  resolutions 
urging  continued  negotiation  on  the 
disarmament  problem,  a  ban  on 
nuclear  weapons  tests,  continued 
study  of  state  land  reform,  more 
pay  for  teachers. 

Special  events  included  the  con¬ 
secration  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
building  at  the  University  of  Hawaii, 
and  the  dedication  of  Kailua  Com¬ 
munity  Methodist  Church  by  Bishop 
Reed. 

Among  mainland  visitors  to  the 
annual  meeting:  Dr.  A.  Dudley 
Ward,  general  secretary,  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations;  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Calkins,  general  secre¬ 
tary,  Board  of  Pensions;  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
shall  R.  Reed  and  Mrs.  James  C. 
Baker,  wives  of  the  two  bishops; 
Mrs.  H.  Conwell  Snoke;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Allgood,  Division 
of  National  Missions;  Dr.  Glenn 
Flinn,  retired  minister  of  the  Texas 
Conference  who  raised  $30,000  in 
Texas  for  the  Wesley  Foundation 
building,  and  Mrs.  Flinn;  and  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Howard,  Eu¬ 
gene,  Oregon;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  V.  Rankin,  Bryan,  Texas. 


Annual  Recreation 
Workshop  To  Be 
April  16-22 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  thir¬ 
teenth  annual  recreation  workshop 
for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
of  The  Methodist  Church  will  be 
held  April  16-22  at  Glen  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Camp,  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Education  and  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Board  of  Education.  Its 
purpose  is  to  train  leaders  in  the 
field  of  recreation. 

The  nine  courses  and  their  lead¬ 
ers  are  as  follows: 

General  Crafts  by  Cleland  Gren- 
zow,  field  representative  for  The 
Handcrafters,  Waupun,  Wis.;  Leath¬ 
er  Tooling,  Copper  Enameling,  and 
Equipment  Games  by  the  Rev.  W. 
W.  Barron,  pastor  of  the  Wilmar 
Methodist  Circuit,  Wilmar,  Ark.; 
Archery  by  Jack  Braggs,  Jr.,  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.,  national  director  of  the 
Robin  Hood  League;  Party  Games 
?  *d  Jiffy  Bags  by  Bert  Lyle  of  the 
staff  of  the  University  of  Texas, 
Austin,  Texas;  Recreation  for  Older 
Adults  by  Mrs.  Mary  Catherine  Tay¬ 
lor,  Norman  Okla.;  Children’s  Rec¬ 
reation  by  Miss  LaDonna  Bogardus, 
staff  member  of  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Folk  Games  and  Folk  Tales 
by  the  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  asso¬ 
ciate  minister,  West  Market  Street 
Methodist  Church,  Greensboro,  N.C.; 
Informal  Drama  by  the  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  Chappell,  pastor  of  Ridgewood 
Park  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas. 

Administrative  leaders  for  the 
workshop  will  be  the  Rev.  John  W. 
Hassler,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  the  Rev. 
George  Parleir  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Paul  D.  Womeldorf,  Oklahoma  City; 
Miss  Barbara  Sommerville,  Lub¬ 
bock,  Texas;  Tom  Voss,  Glen  Rose, 
Texas;  Mr.  Chappell;  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Hunter,  staff  member  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  B.  Granger,  Cleburne, 
Texas. 

12,500  Clubs  of 
Methodist  Men 
Now  Chartered 

Chicago  (MI)  —  Fourteen  months 
ahead  of  its  time  schedule,  The 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board 
of  Lay  Activities  has  now  chartered 
12,500  clubs  of  Methodist  Men. 

The  12,500th  charter  was  sent 
March  26  to  the  men’s  group  in 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Moun¬ 
tain  View,  California,  according  to 
Dr.  Don  L.  Calame,  director  of  the 
board’s  department  of  Methodist 
Men.  President  of  the  honored  club 
is  William  Degenhardt,  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Mountain  View  church  is 
the  Rev.  D.  V.  C.  Black. 

Based  on  action  at  the  1956  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  it  had  been  the  an¬ 
nounced  intention  of  the  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  to  charter  12,500 
Methodist  Men  groups  by  May  31, 
1960.  Now  that  this  goal  has  been 
achieved  14  months  ahead  of  sched¬ 
ule,  Dr.  Calame  has  expressed  the 
hope  that  “we  will  exceed  the  goal 
by  at  least  1,000  clubs  by  the  end 
of  May  next  year.” 

Six  years  ago — in  March.  1953 — 
the  board  chartered  its  5,000th  club. 
Simple  arithmetic  indicates  that 
during  the  past  six  years,  7,500  clubs 
have  been  chartered. 
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New  London,  Conn.  (RNS) — BIBLES  NOW  SUB-BORNE.  For  the  first 
time  since  it  began  donating  Bibles  to  the  Navy  in  1817,  the  American 
Bible  Society  extended  its  distribution  to  the  U.S.  submarine  fleet.  At  a 
ceremony  aboard  the  U.S.S.  hex  here,  the  sub's  skipper,  Lt.  Commander 
Lloyd  S.  Smith,  Jr.,  (left),  receives  a  Bible  and  an  Illustrated  New  Testament 
from  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Ellingson  of  New  York,  a  secretary  of  the  society 
(right),  as  Rear  Admiral  Frederick  B.  Warder,  Commander  of  the  Atlantic 
fleet  sub  force,  looks  on.  Simultaneously,  the  society  sent  similar  Bibles 
and  New  Testaments  to  all  other  ships  of  the  submarine  forces  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  fleets,  as  well  as  submarine  tenders  and  rescue  vessels. 


Methodist  Wedding  Manual  Lists 
“Do’s”  and  “Don’t’s”  for  Weddings 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (RNS) — Increased  use  of  hymns  in  wedding  cere¬ 
monies  of  Methodist  churches  is  urged  in  a  wedding  manual  prepared  by 
the  National  Fellowship  of  Methodist  Musicians. 

“Sung  by  either  congregation  or  choir,  or  played  by  the  organist  or 
pianist,  some  hymns  make  splendid  processionals  and  recessionals,”  says 
the  manual  which  was  published  by  Abingdon  Press  here.  “Other  hymns 
are  particularly  appropriate  as  wedding  prayers. 

“The  presence  of  God,  not  always  felt  keenly  at  weddings,  may  be 
realized  through  the  singing  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  or  of  petitions  on 
behalf  of  the  couple  being  married.” 


“Thomas  Gospel” 
Authenticity 
Is  Disputed 

Chicago  (RNS) — A  University  of 
Chicago  theology  professor  and  Bi¬ 
ble  expert  said  here  that  the  so- 
called  “Gospel  of  Thomas,”  contain¬ 
ing  114  sayings  attributed  to  Christ, 
was  “compiled  in  antiquity”  by 
members  of  a  non-Christian  sect 
called  the  Naassenes. 

Dr.  Robert  M.  Grant  said  he  based 
his  contention  on  the  similarities 
between  the  writings  of  the  Coptic- 
language  manuscript  and  those  of 
the  Naassenes,  whose  names  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Hebrew  “Naas,” 
meaning  “snake.” 

For  instance,  he  said,  there’s  a 
saying  found  in  both  sources  that 
begins:  “In  the  days  when  you  ate 
the  dead  .  .  .”  This  is  an  unlikely 
quotation  to  attribute  to  Jesus,  he 
pointed  out. 

Dr.  Grant  is  professor  of  New 
Testament  on  the  university’s  Fed¬ 
erated  Theological  Faculty  and 
president  of  the  Society  of  Biblical 
Literature  and  Exegesis. 

Discovery  of  the  “Gospel  of 
Thomas”  was  reported  recently  by 
Dr.  Oscar  Cullmann,  visiting  pro¬ 
fessor  from  the  Sorbonne  in  Paris  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York.  He  said  the  manuscript  was 
found  in  a  tomb  in  upper  Egypt  in 
1946  and  is  comparable  in  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  and 
of  great  significance  to  students  of 
the  New  Testament. 

Dr.  Cullmann  also  said  the  docu¬ 
ment  includes  hitherto  unknown 
sayings  of  Christ,  along  with  “obvi¬ 
ously  Gnostic  material.”  He  did  not 
attribute  its  source  to  the  Naas¬ 
senes. 

In  questioning  the  authenticity  of 
the  gospel  as  a  “truly  Christian 
writing,”  Dr.  Grant  said  the  Naas¬ 
senes  were  ta  Gnostic  sect  which 
sought  to  include  Christianity  “in 
a  speculative  philosophic  synthesis 
of  religion,  philosophy,  ascetic  ethics 
and  various  mystic  rituals.”  He  said 
Christianity  was  just  one  element 
among  many  others  in  the  Gnosti¬ 
cism  movement. 

Dr.  Grant  said  the  Naassenes  had 
a  habit  of  borrowing  what  they 
wanted  from  the  New  Testament, 
mixing  portions  of  the  Scriptures  to 
suit  their  purposes  and  adding  their 
own  ideas. 

“New  documents  are  always  ex- 
cltnig,”  he  added,  “but  in  the  long 
run  they  are  not  necessarily  impor¬ 
tant.” 


Inter-Communication 
System  Links  Shut 
Ins  With  Church 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Sever¬ 
al  shut-in  members  of  St.  Peter’s 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church  here 
are  being  served  through  an  inter¬ 
communication  system  linking  their 
homes  with  the  church. 

By  means  of  the  system,  the  shut- 
ins  can  “tune  in”  to  services  at  the 
church  or  speak  with  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Donald  F.  Brake.  In  turn, 
the  pastor  can  speak  to  all  of  them 
at  once. 

Called  “God’s  Little  Network,” 
the  system  operates  over  leased  tel¬ 
ephone  lines.  Monthly  rental  fees 
includes  service  and  maintenance. 


Bill  Gives  Clergy 
Limited  Protection 
In  Witness  Chair 

Raleigh,  N.  C.  (RNS)— The  state 
Senate  passed  and  sent  to  the  House 
an  amended  bill  which  would  pro¬ 
tect  clergymen  from  revealing  “con¬ 
fidences”  in  court  except  in  felony 
cases  or  when  the  public  interest  is 
involved. 

Under  the  amendment,  a  presiding 
judge  may  order  clergymen  to  re¬ 
veal  information  committed  to  them 
in  confidence  if  it  “relates  to  a 
felony”  or  if  its  disclosure  “would 
be  in  the  public  interest.” 

The  original  measure  provided 
that  no  minister,  priest  or  rabbi 
could  be  compelled  to  testify  con¬ 
cerning  confidences  received  as  a 
“sacred  or  moral  trust”  without  the 
communicant’s  approval. 

Supporting  the  amendment  were 
a  group  of  lawyers  who  said  that 
clergymen  already  are  protected 
under  common  law  and  that  the 
inviolability  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  clergy  and  “penitent”  is 
grounded  in  ancient  practice. 


The  manual  offers  these  “do’s” 
and  “don’ts”  for  weddings: 

D° 

“Consult  with  pastor  and  musi¬ 
cians  well  in  advance  of  the  cer¬ 
emony. 

“Instruct  members  of  the  proces¬ 
sion  to  walk  with  natural  dig¬ 
nity. 

“Respect  the  order  of  worship 
provided  in  the  Methodist  ritual. 

“Ask  the  entire  congregation  to 
join  in  saying  or  singing  the 
Lord’s  Prayer. 

“Plan  a  pre-service  program  of 
churchly  music,  vocal  and/or 
instrumental.” 

DON’T 

“Wait  until  the  rehearsal  to  dis¬ 
cuss  music  with  the  organist. 

“Allow  marching  to  any  rigid  and 
artificial  pattern  (hesitation 
step). 

“Include  an  extended  solo  within 
the  service. 

“Have  the  Lord’s  Prayer  sung  by 
a  soloist,  or  use  a  musical  set¬ 
ting  that  is  not  in  The  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal. 

“Use  ‘Because,’  ‘I  Love  You  Tru¬ 
ly.’  ‘O  Promise  Me,’  or  the  like 
before  or  during  the  sacred  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Dr.  Nita  Akin,  Witchita  Falls,  Tex., 
was  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  the  manual. 


Religious  Leaders  , 
Urge  Tighter 
Marriage  Laws 

Madison,  Wis.  (RNS) — Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  spokes¬ 
men  joined  in  endorsing  a  bill  in  the 
state  legislature  here  aimed  at 
strengthening  marriage  and  reduc¬ 
ing  divorces. 

The  72-page  bill,  which  complete¬ 
ly  revises  Wisconsin’s  marriage  and 
divorce  laws,  was  given  a  public 
hearing  before  the  Assembly  Judici¬ 
ary  Committee.  It  was  drafted  by  a 
special  18-members  citizens  com¬ 
mittee  after  more  than  a  year’s 
study.  Committee  members  repre¬ 
sented  the  three  major  faiths. 

“A  basic  tenet  used  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  formulating  the  revision 
is  that  the  family  is  the  foundation 
of  society  and  that  legislation  should 
be  designed  to  promote  family  sta¬ 
bility,”  the  bill  states.  “Unstable 
marriages  can  be  avoided  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  by  strengthening  mar¬ 
riage  requirements.” 

The  proposed  legislation  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Silseth 
of  West  Allis,  as  a  way  of  “dignify¬ 
ing  the  marriage  process.”  He  is 
public  relations  director  for  the 
Lutheran  Welfare  Society  of  Wis¬ 
consin. 

Msgr.  William  J.  Bronner  of  Mil¬ 
waukee  said  the  bill  would  elimi¬ 
nate  secrecy  and  haste  in  marriage. 
Rabbi  Louis  S'wichkow  of  Milwau¬ 
kee,  a  member  of  the  drafting  com¬ 
mittee,  pointed  out  that  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  three  faiths  “worked 
shoulder  to  shoulder  for  the  com¬ 
mon  welfare  of  the  people  of  Wis¬ 
consin”  in  preparing  the  legislation. 

The  measure  would  raise  the  mar¬ 
riageable  age  of  a  female  from  15  to 
16,  increase  marriage  license  fees 
from  $1  to  $3,  provide  for  a  cooling 
off  period  of  60  days  after  divorce 
proceedings  are  started  to  avert 
hasty  action,  and  require  a  divorced 
man,  supporting  minor  children 
from  an  earlier  marriage,  to  have 
court  approval  before  remarrying. 

It  would  also  allow  parents  to 
contest  under-age  marriages,  limit 
wedding  ceremonies  to  licensed 
clergymen  and  courts  of  records — 
thereby  eliminating  justices  of  the 
peace,  abolish  breach  of  promise 
suits,  and  create  family  court  com¬ 
missioners  on  a  salary  basis. 


Four  Gospels  Published 
In  Modern  Russian 

London  (RNS) — A  modern  collo¬ 
quial  Russian  translation  of  the  four 
Gospels  to  appeal  to  the  younger 
generation  has  been  published  by 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So¬ 
ciety  here. 

The  result  of  eight  years  of  work 
by  a  group  of  Russian  scholars  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Orthodox  Institute 
of  St.  Sergius  in  Paris,  the  new 
translation  includes  accepted  con¬ 
clusions  of  modern  scholars  on  the 
text  of  the  Bible  and  revisions  of 
the  old  Slavic  liturgical  forms. 

Microfilmed  copies  of  the  docu¬ 
ments  which  formed  the  basis  of 
the  new  translation  will  be  sent  to 
Moscow  for  use  in  Russian  theologi¬ 
cal  centers. 
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Editorials 

Value  Of  Sunday  Schools 

THOSE  concerned  with  the  puzzling  problem  of  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency  and  what  is  to  be  done  to  curb  its  growth  will  find, 
we  believe,  help  in  suggestions  made  recently  by  a  leading 
American  theologian,  Dr.  Nels  Ferre.  Some  of  Dr.  Ferre’s  theolog¬ 
ical  observations  were  viewed  with  considerable  dismay  a  few 
years  ago,  but  few  would  question  his  recent  assertion  that  Sunday 
schools  could  end  juvenile  delinquency  if  given  a  first  rate  chance 
to  do  so. 

Dr.  Ferre  goes  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  when  he  warns  that 
adults  don’t  understand  the  Sunday  school,  what  it  could  do,  or 
their  part  in  it.  This,  our  church  school  leaders  have  been  telling 
us  for  years  as  they  have  insisted  with  good  reason  that  when  more 
and  more  adults  become  interested  in  and  attend  Sunday  schools, 
then  it  follows  that  their  children  will  naturally  be  taking  their 
places  in  Sunday  school  classes. 

Our  responsibility  takes  us  on  many  long  automobile  drives 
early  Sunday  mornings  to  fill  preaching  appointments.  One  is 
simply  amazed  at  the  number  of  children  in  most  communities  and 
cities  who  apparently  have  no  contact  with  any  one  of  a  number  of 
Sunday  schools  near  their  homes.  We  recently  heard  a  first  hand 
account  of  a  small  girl  who  burst  into  tears  when  asked  why  she 
didn’t  attend  Sunday  School.  As  her  tears  subsided,  she  sobbed, 
“My  daddy  won’t  let  me.”  We  suspect  that  the  difficulty  doesn’t 
come  nearly  so  often  from  actual  outright  hostility  to  church  school 
activities  than  outright  indifference  by  many  parents.  As  Dr.  Ferre 
suggested,  too  many  adults  don’t  understand  the  Sunday  School, 
what  it  could  do,  and  the  part  adults  play  in  its  program. 

The  term  “adult  delinquency”  in  this  connection  has  probably 
been  overworked  to  a  certain  degree,  but  few  would  deny  that  it 
fails  to  describe  correctly  where  responsibility  should  be  fixed. 
Children  cannot  be  reached  for  this  and  the  next  generation  unless 
their  parents  supplement  their  home  training  by  cooperating  with 
churches  and  schools  which  exist,  at  least  in  part,  for  the  very  pur¬ 
pose  of  helping  children.  More  parents  must  believe  with  strong 
conviction  in  the  value  of  the  work  for  children  which  churches 
undertake  on  Sunday  mornings. 

The  Ultimate  In  Futility  Or  Adequacy 

LAST  week  a  scientist  in  New  York  City  wrote  that  there  has 
now  been  compounded  a  certain  chemical  so  powerful  that  a 
tablespoon  of  it  properly  distributed  throughout  the  world 
would  soon  kill  all  human  life.  This  is  a  staggering  possibility  to 
contemplate,  altogether  beyond  comprehension.  He  was  arguing 
that  man  has  just  about  reached  the  ultimate  in  fashioning  weapons, 
materials  and  formulas  for  eliminating  the  enemy;  however,  these 
very  means  could  be  used  to  bring  an  end  to  life  as  now  known  on 
this  globe.  All  this  has  meaning  only  when  one  realizes  man  has 
reached  the  ultimate  in  possible  destructiveness  but  has  not  reached 
the  ultimate  in  creativity. 

When  one  considers  the  large  proportion  of  the  world’s  wealth 
now  being  expended  for  weapons  of  destruction  and  maintaining 
manpower  in  readiness  to  use  them  on  a  moment’s  notice,  one  can¬ 
not  help  but  contemplate  what  this  wealth  would  accomplish  were 
it  diverted  to  more  creative  ends.  Only  recently,  Canadian  church¬ 
men  were  challenging  their  governmental  leaders  to  withdraw  from 
armament  production  and  cease  keeping  up  a  large  military  force, 
using  funds  now  expended  for  military  preparedness  to  furnish 
and  equip  a  police  force  for  the  U.N.  Military  preparedness  being 
the  necessary  evil  that  it  is,  this  strategy  might  serve  a  useful  pur¬ 
pose  for  Canadians,  but  the  U.S.  appears  committed  through  neces¬ 
sity  to  pursue  the  ultimate  in  futility,  militarily,  at  least  for  the 
predictable  future. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  ultimate  in  adequacy  the  people  of  the 
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world  already  have,  but  fail  to  appropriate  it  for  their  very  lives. 
The  Christian  gospel,  equal  to  every  situation  in  human  experience 
and  relationship,  is  adequate  beyond  man’s  understanding.  Man’s 
spiritual  conquest  is  the  further  revelation  of  just  how  adequate 
the  Christian  gospel  is  for  all  of  life  and  how  inadequate  man  has 
been  in  appropriating  the  gospel  in  all  areas  of  his  experience  and 
relationships. 

There  is  enough  saving  power  in  one  life  filled  with  Christ  to 
redeem  a  world.  Would  that  man  pursued  with  equal  vigor  and 
sacrifice  the  ultimate  in  adequacy  that  characterizes  his  pursuit  of 
the  ultimate  in  futility. 

Praying  For  Plants 

THERE  is  at  least  one  person  who  has  put  prayer  to  a  test  in 
scientific  terms  and  reports  positive  measurable  results  for 
his  efforts.  Dr.  Franklin  Loehr,  director  of  research  for  the 
Religious  Research  Foundations  of  Los  Angeles,  is  said  to  tell  all 
about  the  effect  of  prayer  on  plant  life  in  a  book  being  published 
this  month  by  Doubleday,  publishers. 

According  to  ERA,  Dr.  Loehr’s  operations  included  such  experi¬ 
ments  as  two  trays  of  seeds  being  planted  under  precisely  the  same 
laboratory  conditions  and  at  the  same  time.  One  tray  was  ignored, 
and  the  other  received  the  attention  of  Dr.  Loehr’s  prayer  group. 
Measurements  of  growth  were  then  taken  at  varying  intervals. 
According  to  the  findings,  in  nearly  every  case,  scientific  analysis 
has  measured  the  significant  superiority  of  plants  having  benefit 
of  prayer. 

We  are  not  suggesting  that  the  objects  of  our  prayers  should 
be  diverted  from  people  to  plants,  but  if  in  the  order  of  things,  God 
would  help  a  plant  to  grow  taller  and  straighter  because  of  a  man’s 
or  men’s  prayers,  how  much  more  would  He  seek  the  fulfillment  of 
the  prayers  of  men  for  other  men,  these  whom  He  has  created  in 
His  own  likeness  and  for  whom  He  has  demonstrated  such  love? 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Trip  of  Beginnings 

By  Brooks  Holifield 


We  call  our  recent  trip  our  trip  of  beginnings, 
for  within  the  three  week  touring  period  we 
saw  the  places  of  the  beginning  and  spread  of 
Christianity,  the  beginning  of  Methodism,  the 
beginning  of  two  of  the  world’s  most  ancient 
civilizations,  and  the  beginning  of  a  new  country. 

After  a  seven  hour  flight  across  the  Atlantic, 
we  landed  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  we  were 
met  by  Howard  Childs,  a  young  ministerial  stu¬ 
dent  from  Arkansas  who  is  studying  in  Edin¬ 
burgh.  The  trip  from  the  airport  to  Edinburgh 
took  us  almost  the  width,  and  offered  to  us  a 
perfect  view  of  the  beautiful  Scottish  country¬ 
side.  After  a  hair-raising  drive  on  the  left  side 
of  an  icy  road  we  soon  arrived  in  the  historic 
and  picturesque  Scottish  metropolis. 

Following  a  “spot  of  tea”,  Howard  took  us  to 
our  small  hotel,  where  we  hurried  inside  in  an- 
tiicpation  of  the  warmth  within.  Much  to  our 
surprise,  however,  we  were  introduced  to  the 
first  of  the  many  customs  we  were  to  meet. 
Americans  keep  their  rooms  close  to  70  degrees — 
the  Scottish  people  keep  theirs  close  to  50  de¬ 
grees.  Our  only  method  of  heating  the  room  was 
a  small  electric  heater  which  was  operated  by 
shillings.  A  shilling  per  hour  (about  14c)  kept 
the  thing  going,  and  we  pumped  shillings  into 
it  from  the  moment  we  arrived  until  the  moment 
we  left. 

The  principal  tourist  attraction  in  Edinburgh 
is  the  Castle.  This  imposing  structure,  sitting 
atop  a  tremendous  mound,  was  once  the  scene 
of  battle  and  banquet,  and  although  it  is  used 
little  now,  the  pageantry  and  splendor  of  yester¬ 
year  are  still  present.  As  we  returned  from  this 
magnificent  building  we  also  viewed  the  house 
of  John  Knox,  St.  Giles  Cathedral,  and  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Palace. 

We  weren’t  in  London  very  long  until  we 
discovered  the  tremendous  respect  that  the  Eng¬ 
lish  people  have  for  their  royalty.  This  historic 
and  exciting  city  bristled  with  remembrances  of 
past  kings  and  queens,  and  with  the  highest 
admiration  for  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  Westminis¬ 
ter  Abbey,  a  cathedral  famed  for  the  thousands 
of  tombs  lying  within  its  walls,  gave  an  awesome 
glimpse  of  England’s  history,  and  the  immortal 
Britishers  who  made  that  history.  Buckingham 
Palace,  the  huge  home  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
England,  with  the  pageantry  and  splendor  of  the 
changing  of  the  guards  providing  a  world-famed 
tourist  attraction,  was  even  another  symbol  of 
the  English  People’s  undying  love  for  their 
queen. 

As  the  days  passed  and  the  scenes  of — the  in¬ 
famous  Tower  of  London  (with  its  prison  and 
execution  block  where  so  many  English  nobles, 
includes  Charles  I,  Anne  Boleyn,  and  others,  met 
their  death),  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  with  its  im¬ 
posing  exterior  and  its  dark  and  drab  interior, 
the  Old  Curiosity  Shop,  which  was  immortalized 
by  Dickens,  the  carnival-like  Picadilly  Circus, 
which  is  London’s  Times  Square,  the  priceless 
crown  jewels,  Hyde  Park  (a  symbol  of  free 
speech) — and  many  other  scenes  became  a  part 
of  our  memory,  we  soon  developed  a  deep  re¬ 
spect  for  this  great  city. 

We  traveled  to  Windsor  College,  passing  his¬ 
toric  Eton  College  and  stopping  at  Stoke  Poges 
(where  Thomas  Gray  wrote  his  famous  and 
beautiful  “Elogy  Written  in  a  Country  Church¬ 
yard”). 

On  our  first  Sunday  in  England,  and  our 
first  abroad,  we  saw  the  first  of  “our  beginnings”. 
Setting  out  on  our  own,  we  walked  through  the 
bomb-flattened  sections  of  London  until  we 
came  to  a  small  plaque  on  Aldersgate  Street, 
commemorating  the  place  where  John  Wesley 
had  once  “felt  his  heart  strangely  warmed.” 
Moving  from  here  we  went  to  the  place  of  Wes¬ 
ley’s  conversion,  the  foundry  where  he  first  be¬ 
gan  meeting  (and  where  he  had  5:00  a.m.  serv¬ 
ices  to  test  the  loyalty  of  his  flock),  the  church 
where  Wesley  had  preached  and  his  parsonage 
while  preaching  there,  and  finally  his  tomb. 

In  the  afternoon  we  attended  a  Christening 
in  this  small  chapel,  and  then  in  the  evening  we 
went  to  City  Temple,  where  we  heard  Dr.  Leslie 


This  article  is  a  first  hand  account  of  a 
trip  made  in  December  and  early  January 
by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  J.  Holifield  and 
their  son  Brooks.  The  author  of  this  article 
Brooks  Holifield,  has  given  a  very  pic¬ 
turesque  description  of  their  trip  to  Eng¬ 
land,  the  brief  stops  on  the  Europe  main¬ 
land  and  the  Holy  Land. 


Weatherhead,  one  of  the  world’s  greatest  preach¬ 
ers,  preach  before  a  crowd  of  over  a  thousand 
people.  What  a  contrast  was  this — what  an  in¬ 
spiration  was  this. 

And  what  a  change  it  was  to  leave  the  foggy 
city  in  England  and  arrive  at  Amsterdam,  Hol¬ 
land.  Amsterdam,  with  its  thousands  of  bicycles 
providing  the  main  mode  of  transportation,  was 
the  cleanest  and  one  of  the  neatest  cities  we  vis¬ 
ited.  Its  living  standards  are  as  high  or  higher 
than  any  city  of  its  size  in  the  world.  Modern 
Amsterdam  is  a  westernized  city,  dwelling  more 
in  the  present  than  in  its  glorious  past.  Our  tour 
took  us  from  one  of  the  world’s  most  modern 
diamond  factories,  over  beautiful  canals,  through 
modern  streets  with  chimney-topped  houses,  to 
the  Ryksmuseum — the  final  resting  places  of  the 
great  works  of  VanDyke,  Reubens,  and  Rem¬ 
brandt. 

But  just  as  we  were  impressed  by  modern 
Holland,  we  were  also  impressed  by  Old  Hol¬ 
land.  The  inhabitants  of  Marken,  a  small  island 
across  the  Zuiderzee,  live  today  almost  exactly 
as  they  did  100  years  ago.  The  picturesque  Dutch 
village,  with  its  wooden  shoes  and  its  small 
Dutch  houses,  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  enchant¬ 
ing  places  imaginable.  We  visited  the  home  of 
a  Dutch  woman,  and  were  shown  the  quaint  and 
happy  way  of  life  that  has  existed  here,  with 
very  little  change,  for  generation  and  generation. 
There  was  a  slight  problem,  though — that  of  tell¬ 
ing  the  little  boys  and  girls  apart.  Until  they 
were  seven  the  boys  hair  was  just  as  long  as  the 
girl’s,  and  with  the  old  costume  on  you  had  to 
have  a  pretty  experienced  eye  to  spot  the  dif¬ 
ference. 

But  now  across  the  Alps  to  the  strange  land 
of  the  Moslem  and  the  mosque — Istanbul.  As 
you  pass  through  the  crowded  streets  of  this 
different  world,  the  sights  that  pass  before  your 
astonished  eyes  are  absolutely  amazing.  Istan¬ 
bul  has  2,000,000  inhabitants  and  there  just  isn’t 
room  for  them  on  the  sidewalks,  so  they  take 
to  the  streets  (and  by  now  they  have  completely 
taken  over  the  streets).  Human-trucks,  carrying 
bales  of  hay  or  baskets  of  unwrapped  bread  on 
their  backs,  slowly  weave  through  the  narrow 
streets  and  passageways. 

But  it  is  neither  the  people  nor  the  streets 
that  make  this  ancient  city  a  tourist  attraction. 
Istanbul  is  85%  Moslem,  and  the  worshipping 
places  for  these  followers  of  Mohammed,  the 
Mosques,  tower  above  the  land. 

The  trip  of  beginnings  took  on  new  meaning, 
though,  when  we  arrived  in  the  immortal  Holy 
Land — Israel.  A  trip  from  the  airport  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  took  us  through  the  land  of  the  olive  tree 
and  the  orange  grove — the  very  land  that  Jesus 
had  once  walked.  As  we  rounded  one  curve  of 
this  battle-scarred  land  we  could  look  up  and 
see  the  city — Jerusalem — with  its  history  that  is 
sacred  to  Christians  throughout  the  world.  And 
as  we  toured  the  city  and  walked  upon  the  earth 
of  Mt.  Zion,  viewed  the  tombs  of  David,  of  Mary, 
the  Mother  of  Jesus,  the  Sanhedrin,  the  Room 
of  the  Last  Supper,  and  other  sacred  places,  you 
can  imagine  the  thoughts  that  passed  through 
our  minds.  Although  we  weren’t  able  to  tour  the 
old  city,  we  went  to  a  high  mountain  and  looked 
down  upon  Bethlehem,  Gethsemane,  the  infa¬ 
mous  Hennon  Valley  (where  Herad  had  the 
babies  killed),  and  the  Fields  of  Boaz.  We  were 
shown  the  sight  of  Golgotha,  the  tomb,  and  the 
Mount  of  Olives. 

Anxious  to  see  more  of  Jesus’  Land,  we  rented 
a  car  and  drove  north,  toward  the  Sea  of  Gali¬ 
lee.  We  drove  through  the  Valley  of  the  Shar- 


ron,  Cana  of  Galilee  (where  the  water  was 
turned  to  wine),  the  distant  hills  where  Saul 
and  Jonathan  were  slain  and  where  David  killed 
Goliath  before  10,000  Philistines,  Mt.  Tabor, 
where  Jesus  went  time  after  time  with  His  disci¬ 
ples  to  talk  to  God,  snow-capped  Mount  Herman, 
where  feeds  the  Jordan  River,  the  sacred  mount 
on  which  Jesus  preached  the  Sermon  on  the 
Beatitudes,  and  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration. 

Our  stops  on  this  epic  drive  included  the 
cave-like  home  of  Mary  and  Joseph  in  Nazareth, 
where  Jesus  grew  to  maturity,  the  Jordan  River, 
where  John  the  Baptist  baptized  Jesus  of  Naz¬ 
areth,  and  Capernaum,  with  its  impressive  ruins 
still  giving  hints  of  the  teaching  places  of  Christ. 
Our  destination,  though,  provided  us  with  an 
unexplainable  thrill.  The  Sea  of  Galilee  is  na¬ 
ture’s  most  beautiful  monument  to  the  Life  of 
the  Son  of  God.  One  can  easily  understand  why 
Jesus  did  so  much  of  his  teaching  around  this 
beautiful  and  wonderful  place. 

What  a  Christmas  dinner  it  was  to  sit  in  70 
degree  weather,  right  by  the  shore  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  and  eat  fish,  possibly  the  same  type 
of  fish  for  which  John  and  Peter  once  cast  their 
nets. 

We  left  this  area  of  Northern  Israel,  where 
the  old  was  still  in  predominance  and  the  past 
was  the  thing  that  really  mattered,  and  jour¬ 
neyed  to  Tel-a-Viv. 

Israel  now  is  a  new  nation,  and  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  nations  in  the  world.  The  He¬ 
brew  University,  where  we  viewed  the  publi¬ 
cized  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  has  grown  in  three  years 
from  a  small  college  of  800  students  to  a  beau¬ 
tiful,  bustling  5000  student  university.  The  in¬ 
dustrious  Jewish  people  are  making  their  new 
land  a  great  land.  Millions  of  immigrants  are 
being  brought  in  and  given  homes  and  jobs. 
Israel  is  a  land  of  the  past,  but  it  is  also  most 
definitely  a  land  of  the  future,  the  very  near 
future. 

Athens,  another  beginning,  was  another  stop. 
Our  tour  went  only  to  one  place,  but  that  was 
more  than  sufficient,  for  it  was  the  ancient  city. 
We  climbed  atop  the  ruin-covered  Acropolis, 
where  the  world  had  gained  so  much  of  its 
knowledge.  The  city  of  Socrates,  the  ancient  city 
with  its  fallen  temples,  its  magnificent  columns, 
its  Parthenon,  and  its  ancient  theaters  complete¬ 
ly  captures  the  imagination.  From  our  vantage 
point  on  the  Acropolis,  which  is  almost  in  the 
center  of  modern  Athens,  we  saw  the  old  city 
contrasted  with  the  new.  The  ancient  forum,  the 
rock  prison  of  Socrates,  the  site  of  the  Olympic 
Stadium,  and  the  sea-battlegrounds  of  the  Spar¬ 
tans  and  Greeks  slowly  came  to  life  as  the  Sun 
settled  over  the  Mediterranean,  and  cast  shad¬ 
ows  over  this  former  capitol  of  Paganism. 

Mars  Hill,  where  Paul  had  striven  so  dili¬ 
gently  to  convert  the  doubting  Greeks  to  Chris¬ 
tianity.  stood  as  a  monument  to  the  early  Chris¬ 
tians  of  this  period,  while  the  crumbling  pagan 
temples,  still  revealing  their  splendor  of  old, 
gave  ample  hint  as  to  the  difficulty  of  Paul’s 
task. 

But  then — Rome — the  eternal  city,  the  city 
of  Caesars.  Ancient  Rome  is  an  expanse  of  ruins 
stretching  for  blocks.  The  Forum,  the  building 
which  once  echoed  with  the  cry  of  “Et  tu, 
Brute”,  the  funeral  pyre  of  Julius  Caesar,  the 
wall  of  the  ancient  city,  the  majestic  temples  and 
governments  of  old,  the  site  of  the  Circus  Max¬ 
imus,  the  others  of  lasting  fame,  all  present  a 
panorama  of  civilization’s  greatest  —  and  its 
cruelest — period. 

If  there  is  one  structure  in  ancient  Rome, 
though,  even  among  the  hundreds,  that  makes 
one  tremble  with  excitement,  it  is  the  Coliseum! 
Not  only  a  shadow  of  its  former  greatness,  the 
Coliseum  echoes  with  the  shouts  of  the  blood¬ 
thirsty  mob  as  the  gladiators  fought  each  other, 
or  wild  animals,  to  a  merciless  death.  It  is  a 
silent  tribute  to  the  Christians  who  were  prose¬ 
cuted  before  jeering  crowds  of  80,000. 

Just  as  the  Coliseum  is  the  most  imposing 
structure  in  ancient  Rome,  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral 
can,  in  our  opinion,  claim  the  title  of  newer 
Rome’s  greatest  building.  It  would  take  several 
visits  to  St.  Peters  to  even  as  much  as  compre¬ 
hend  its  tremendous  size;  it  will  hold  as  many 
people  as  Kankee  Stadium  in  New  York.  Its 
dome  is  of  world  renown,  not  only  for  its  mam- 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


STANDING  IN  OUR  OWN  WAY 

When  a  man  stands  in  his  own  way  he  often  blames  others  for 
blocking  his  path.  He  may  say  that  he  never  had  a  fair  chance,  that 
his  family  doesn’t  understand  him  or  that  he  is  caught  in  a  bad  system. 
There  may  be  some  validity  in  some  of  his  alibis,  but  basically  his 
trouble  is  with  himself  and  his  biggest  task  is  to  get  out  of  his  own 
way. 

For  one  thing,  when  a  person  stands  in  his  own  way  he  blocks  the 
way  to  his  own  understanding  of  himself.  We  are  not  always  our 
real  selves.  We  frequently  admit  this  in  bur  daily  conversation.  We 
say,  “I  am  not  myself  today”  or,  “He  was  not  really  himself  when  he 
did  that.”  We  establish  a  character  and  personality  by  which  we  are 
recognized.  And  sometimes  we  do  not  conform  to  that  character. 

In  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  the  record  is  that  when  the  way¬ 
ward  boy  in  the  far  country  of  sin  “came  to  himself”  he  said,  “I  will 
arise  and  go  to  my  father.”  The  lad  had  so  spent  himself  in  sensual 
living  that  he  was  not  himself.  We  may  cease  to  be  our  real  selves 
through  sinful  indulgence,  through  impulsive  anger,  through  the  pre¬ 
tenses  which  we  put  on,  like  an  actor’s  makeup.  Sometimes  we  fail 
to  see  our  real  selves  because  we  live  too  much  within  ourselves. 

And  now  what  happens  to  get  us  out  of  our  own  way  so  we  can 
see  ourselves  for  what  we  are?  For  one  thing,  God  would  have  us  get 
off  and  take  a  good  look  at  ourselves.  When  we  are  straining  to  look 
out  for  ourselves,  our  gaze  is  focused  on  the  externals  around  us 
rather  than  on  the  resources  within  us.  Hence  a  person  needs  occa¬ 
sionally  to  be  an  outsider  to  himself.  A  hardy  old  sea  captain  once 
said  that  the  most  nerve-stirring  experience  he  knew  was  to  go  off 
in  some  solitary  place  and  call  out  his  own  name  loudly  three  times. 
Try  it  sometime  and  see  for  yourself.  To  stand  in  solitary  darkness 
and  shout  one’s  own  name,  perhaps  hear  the  echo — there’s  an  eerie 
effect  to  it.  It  gives  a  sense  of  one’s  isolation  in  the  surrounding 
vastness. 

But  even  to  look  at  ourselves  under  the  eye  of  God  is  not  enough. 
If  we  would  really  see  ourselves,  we  must  look  away  from  ourselves. 
That  is  the  divine  paradox  Jesus  drove  home  so  repeatedly.  “He  that 
loseth  himself  for  my  sake  shall  find  himself.”  On  my  desk  is  the 
picture  of  a  little  2-year-old  girl.  She  did  not  know  her  picture  was 
being  taken.  That  is  what  helps  to  make  it  such  a  good  picture.  She 
was  looking  at  the  photographer,  utterly  unconscious  of  herself.  And 
so  her  real  self  shines  through  her  eyes. 

Watch  a  boy  engrossed  in  reading  a  book.  His  face  shows  that  he 
is  living  in  new  scenes.  He  has  gotten  outside  his  ordinary  self.  That 
is  what  reading  does  for  us  who  are  older.  Books  open  new  worlds. 
Good  books  help  us  to  keep  company  with  the  great  minds  of  all  ages 
and  distant  places.  I  am  glad  that  America  is  now  scheduling  a  Na¬ 
tional  Library  Week  to  encourage  wider  and  better  reading.  More 
good  books  would  mean  larger  mental  outlooks — and  fewer  nervous 
breakdowns. 

And  along  with  looking  away  from  ourselves,  we  need  to  lose  our 
egos  in  something  bigger  than  ourselves.  My  beautiful  home  town  of 
Mt  Vernon,  Ohio,  was  hit  by  the  January  floods.  As  I  read  of  the 
devastation  in  Ohio,  I  recalled  something  that  Norman  Cousins  wrote 
a  couple  of  years  ago  when  his  Conneticut  home  region  was  ravaged 
by  floods.  He  went  out  to  see  and  help  his  neighbors  in  their  efforts 
to  stem  the  flood.  He  was  struck  by  “the  way  they  looked  as  they 
worked  during  the  storm.”  He  said:  “Something  was  coming  through 
you  didn’t  see  very  often  and  it  had  an  electric  quality  to  it  .  .  .  They 
had  been  made  necessary  in  the  lives  of  other  people  and  they  were 
acting  on  it  and  it  had  given  them  satisfaction  and  warmth.” 

Our  real  selves  do  come  out  when  something  big  opens  the  bar¬ 
riers  of  our  self-centeredness. 


"Don't  you  think,  while  he's  helpless,  is  a 
heaven-sent  opportunity  to  convert  him?" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

E  Q 
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“  ,  .  .  While  He  May  Be  Found” 

Every  person  who  ever  hunted, 
fished,  or  even  walked  much  in  the 
woods  has  been  lost  at  one  time  or 
another.  There  was  a  man  in  our 
town  a  number  of  years  ago  who 
went  on  his  first  deer  hunt.  Being 
strictly  a  “town  boy”  he  was  as  out 
of  place  in  the  woods  as  a  pig  in  a 
parlor.  They  said  that  he  lost  his 
bearings  the  very  first  day.  When 
the  other  hunters  found  him,  he 
pulled  out  his  compass  and  told 
them  where  east,  west,  north  and 
south  were.  But  he  couldn’t  find 
the  camp.  After  all,  there  are  sev¬ 
eral  ways  to  tell  directions  in  the 
woods  or  the  mountains,  but  none 
of  them  will  guide  the  lost  man 
back  to  the  place  where  he  wants 
to  go  unless  he  has  an  idea  where 
it  is  in  the  first  place.  To  the  lost 
wanderer,  it  seems  that  the  camp 
or  the  highway  has  been  moved. 
One  even  feels  that  way  in  a  strange 
city.  The  sun  seems  to  rise  out  of 
the  north  or  the  west  or  the  south 
instead  of  from  the  east.  It  is  this 
experience  that  frightens  many  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  wilderness  places  so  that 
they  do  queer  things  which  cause 
them  to  be  even  more  mixed  up  than 
they  were. 

After  one  has  found  his  way  back 
to  the  starting  place  it  is  a  comfort¬ 
ing  thought  that  no  one  has  moved 
it!  It  may  seem  to  be  in  the  wrong 
place,  but  that  is  due  to  our  mixed- 
up  thinking.  The  traveller  who 
flies  thousands  of  miles  from  home 


has  a  warm  and  comforting  feeling 
in  his  heart  that  home  and  loved 
ones  are  still  there  waiting  for  his 
return.  It  would  indeed  be  a  ter¬ 
ribly  mixed-up  world  if  one  came 
home,  only  to  find  a  vacant  lot. 

The  Bible  tells  us  to  “Seek  ye  the 
Lord  while  He  may  be  found.”  This 
does  not  imply  that  the  Lord  has  a 
habit  of  hiding  from  mankind,  and 
that  we  must  play  a  sort  of  hide- 
and-seek  game  to  find  Him.  God 
is  the  one  stable  person  in  the  uni¬ 
verse.  Mankind  comes  and  goes  .  . 
the  seasons  change  .  .  .  even  the 
rain  comes  when  we  least  expect  it. 
We  love  one  day  and  hate  the  next 
day.  We  are  saints  in  the  morning 
and  sinners  in  the  afternoon.  But 
God  is  the  eternally  stable  one.  He 
is  always  in  the  same  place.  We  get 
lost  only  because  we  don’t  pay 
proper  attention  to  the  directions 
and  signals  that  He  sends  to  us.  It 
is  we  who  wander  from  Him.  He 
never  wanders.  This  business  of 
finding  Him  when  we  need  Him  is 
a  matter  of  keeping  the  paths  to 
Him  opened  ...  of  keeping  our 
sense  of  direction  properly  balanced. 
Then  when  we  need  Him  in  a  hur¬ 
ry,  we’re  not  lost  in  a  wilderness  of 
fear  or  doubt,  crying  because  we 
cannot  find  Him.  We  need  to  know 
the  way.  And  Jesus  said  that  He 
is  the  Way.  Therefore,  if  we  will 
try  to  live  by  the  flawless  standards 
of  Christ,  we  can  be  assured  that 
we  shall  always  be  able  to  find  God. 
More  than  that,  we  can  be  able  also 
to  help  someone  else  to  find  Him. 
After  all,  this  is  what  a  Christian 
lives  for;  to  tell  others  about  the 
Way. 


Page  Six 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  11  International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
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Lesson  for  April  19,  1959:  DISOBEDIENCE  IS  TRAGIC 


READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND ,  7  SAMUEL  CHAPTER  15.  LESSON  TEXT,  I 
SAMUEL  15:17-26 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice.  I  Samuel  15: 
22 


This  is  the  third  lesson,  in  this  series  of  fifteen 
lessons,  which  are  planned  under  the  general 
subject,  “God  In  Human  Affairs.”  Last  Sunday 
our  lesson  was  about  the  selection  and  anointing 
of  S’aul  as  the  first  king  of  Israel.  The  lesson 
today  is  still  about  Saul.  The  subject  is  “Dis¬ 
obedience  Is  Tragic.” 

Saul  began  his  reign  over  Israel  under  un¬ 
usually  favorable  circumstances.  He  soon  led 
Israel  in  the  defeat  of  the  Ammonites,  a  long 
time  enemy.  At  Gilgal,  in  a  great  gathering  of 
the  Israelites,  Saul  was  confirmed  as  king  in 
sacrifices  and  offerings,  “And  all  the  people  of 
Israel  rejoiced  greatly.” 

Nevertheless,  it  soon  became  evident  that 
Saul,  as  king,  could  not  be  expected  to  follow 
either  the  advice  of  Samuel  or  the  commands 
of  God.  Saul  gave  evidence  of  the  small  im¬ 
portance  he  placed  on  vital  religion  when,  in  the 
absence  of  Samuel,  he  presumed  to  offer  as  a 
sacrifice  a  burnt  offering  on  the  altar.  He  seemed 
to  feel  that  the  functions  of  a  priest  could  be 
exercised  by  himself  as  effectively  as  if  the 
priest  were  present.  For  this  he  was  rebuked  by 
Samuel. 

God-Given  Opportunities 

In  the  opening  verses  of  our  lesson  text,  Sam¬ 
uel  is  reminding  Saul  that  the  unusual  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  had  come  to  him,  as  king  of  Israel, 
had  come  as  special  gifts  and  favors  from  God. 
Saul  is  reminded  that  even  in  his  own  sight  he 
was  little.  It  was  possibly  this  evaluation  of  him¬ 
self  that  caused  him  to  hide  away  in  the  “stuff” 
when  he  was  selected  to  be  king  over  Israel.  He 
was  made  king,  not  because  of  any  special  thing 
he  had  done.  God  had  selected  him  and,  under 
directions  given  by  the  Lord,  Samuel  had  anoint¬ 
ed  him  king.  Because  his  opportunities  were 
God-given,  he  was  under  special  obligations  to 
properly  use  them. 

Any  special  powers,  or  talents,  or  privileges 
we  may  have  are  ours,  not  because  we  are  in¬ 
herently  better  than  others  about  us,  but  be¬ 
cause  we  too  have  been  especially  favored  by  the 
Lord.  For  any  skill  \ve  may  have,  of  voice  or 
mind  or  body,  we  are  indebted  to  our  Creator. 
Through  persistance  with  the  powers  of  life  God 
gives  us,  we  may  improve  special  gifts.  How¬ 
ever,  we  should  remember  that  the  improved 
talent  or  gift  still  belongs  to  the  God  who  made 
us. 

To  use  such  powers  selfishly  for  financial 
gain,  or  fame  or  position,  is  to  miss  the  way  as 
badly  as  did  Saul,  the  first  king  of  Israel.  To  dis¬ 
sipate  such  powers  by  drunkenness,  immorality, 
gambling  or  any  other  character  of  debased  liv¬ 
ing,  is  to  stand  condemned  and  without  excuse 
in  the  sight  of  God.  Misuse  of  opportunities  cost 
Saul  much  more  than  his  kingdom;  it  cost  him 
his  self-respect,  the  respect  of  his  people  and 
apparently,  as  a  suicide,  his  immortal  soul. 

Go  and  Utterly  Destroy 

In  verses  two  and  three  of  the  chapter  from 
which  our  lesson  text  is  taken,  we  have  one  of 
the  strange,  difficult  to  understand,  commands 
of  God.  In  these  verses  Samuel  is  delivering  a 
command  of  God  to  Saul.  The  verses  read:  “Thus 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  remember  that  which 
Amelek  did  to  Israel,  how  he  laid  wait  for  him 
in  the  way,  when  he  came  up  from  Egypt.  Now 
go  and  smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy  all 
that  they  have,  and  spare  them  not;  but  slay 
both  men  and  women,  infant  and  suckling,  ox 
and  sheep,  camel  and  ass.” 

We  sometimes  discuss  whether  the  world  is 


growing  better  or  worse.  We  cannot  answer  that 
question  by  considering  only  the  trends  of  a  few 
years  or  even  a  few  generations.  It  is  only  when 
we  view  this  question  over  the  “long  look”  that 
we  have  a  proper  perspective. 

When  we  compare  the  moral  and  religious 
standards  in  Samuel’s  day  with  our  own,  we 
can  surely  see  the  marks  of  progress.  In  our 
lesson  text  Saul  is  condemned  because  he  did 
not  obey  a  divine  command  to  utterly  wipe  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  the  Amalekites,  men,  wom¬ 
en  and  children,  together  with  all  property  they 
Had  of  value.  This  was  to  be  done  to  eliminate 
a  long-time  enemy  and  make  Israel  more  secure. 
It  was  much  as  if  the  leaders  of  our  American 
life  decided  that  they  had  a  divine  command  to 
destroy  the  nation  of  Russia,  men,  women  and 
children  and  destroy  everything  of  value  in  Rus¬ 
sia  because  atheistic  Russia  threatens  the  secur¬ 
ity  of  Christian  America. 

We  may  see  something  of  the  moral  progress 
made  when  we  remember  that  today,  regardless 
of  the  terrible  danger  involved,  our  national  pol¬ 
icy,  publicly  announced,  is  not  to  strike  the  first 
blow  in  war.  Our  implements  of  war,  indescrib¬ 
ably  destructive  as  they  are,  have  been  planned 
as  deterrents  of  war  and  not  implements  for 
conquest. 

The  only  thing  the  Christian  is  commanded 
to  “utterly  destroy”  is  sin,  whether  it  be  in  his 
own  life  or  in  the  life  of  the  world.  While  he  is 
to  destroy  sin  he  is  to  love  the  sinner,  even 
though  that  sinner  be  an  enemy.  Such  a  com¬ 
parison  should  help  us  to  see  that,  after  all,  the 
world  is  gradually  growing  better. 

Amending  God's  Laws 

Mysterious  as  this  command  of  God  seems  to 
be  to  us,  it  was  not  subject  to  amendments  by 
Saul,  whatever  Saul’s  motives  may  have  been. 

When  one  looks  at  the  requirements  for 
Christian  living,  the  reasons  for  those  require¬ 
ments  are  usually  very  clear.  The  fact  of  the 
business  is  that  God  does  not  require  us  to  do 
anything  in  order  to  be  Christian  except  what 
helps  us  and  others  every  step  down  life’s  path¬ 
way.  God  does  not  require  us  to  leave  anything 
out  of  our  lives,  in  order  to  be  Christian,  except 
those  things  that  hurt  us  and  others. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  times  when  our  con¬ 
science  and  our  personal  desires  do  not  entirely 
coincide.  If  our  conscience  is  sensitive  and  in¬ 
formed,  we  may  normally  accept  it  as  the  voice 
of  God  to  us.  Every  person  who  is  admitted  into 
full  connection  in  an  Annual  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  promises  that  he  will  “Not 
mend  our  rules;  but  keep  them.”  If  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  believes  its  rules  are  so  right  and 
proper  that  no  minister  has  the  right,  by  himself, 
to  change  them,  we  can  see  how  unreasonable 
it  is  for  us  to  feel  that  we  can  adjust  or  amend 
God’s  laws  or  commandments  to  suit  our  whims 
and  fancies  or  personal  desires. 

Blaming  Others  for  Our  Failures 

In  the  earlier  verses  of  the  chapter  from 
which  our  lesson  text  is  taken,  we  are  told  that 
Saul,  on  his  return  from  warring  against  the 
Amalekites,  met  Samuel  with  the  statement, 
“Blessed  be  the  Lord:  I  have  performed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Lord.”  Samuel’s  reply  was,  “What 
meaheth  this  bleating  of  the  sheep  in  mine  ears, 
and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear?”  In 
answer  to  this  question,  Saul  said  “The  people 
spared  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  oxen  to 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God.” 

Again  in  our  lesson  text,  when  Samuel 


pressed  Saul  for  an  answer  as  to  why  he  had 
disobeyed  God’s  command,  he  said,  “The  people 
took  of  the  spoil  sheep  and  oxen.”  Saul  was  the 
king  in  command  and  he  was  responsible  for 
any  and  all  acts  of  his  soldiers  in  the  battle. 
Certainly  “the  people”  could  not  have  made  such 
a  radical  revision  of  God’s  command  without  the 
approval  and  possibly  the  encouragement  of 
Saul. 

Today  is  Temperance  Sunday.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  well  for  us  to  notice  the  tendency  to¬ 
day  of  some  to  find  excuses  for  the  alcoholic  that 
seem  to  by-pass  his  own  personal,  moral  respon¬ 
sibility.  The  victim  is  told  that  he  is  sick  and 
that  the  uncontrollable  desire  he  has  for  drink 
is  a  disease. 

No  one  doubts  that  a  man  cursed  by  the  de¬ 
structive  powers  of  liquor  is  sick.  He  may  have 
cultivated  the  taste  for  liquor  until  it  has  become 
a  disease  which  he  cannot  cure  by  himself.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  captive  to  drink  as  he  may  finally  be¬ 
come,  the  drinker  always  is  and  always  will  be 
morally  responsible  for  taking  the  first  drink. 
He  may  even  blame  others  for  the  first  drink, 
but  that  is  only  following  the  pattern  of  blam¬ 
ing  others  for  our  failures. 

This  attempt  to  blame  sickness  and  disease 
for  the  pitiable  condition  of  the  alcoholic  may 
also  be  the  result  of  an  attempt  by  us  to  blame 
something  else  for  an  alarming  situation  re¬ 
garding  the  drink  problem,  instead  of  facing  the 
fact  that  liquor  is  available  in  America  because 
the  hundred  million  church  members  in  America 
have  not  yet  decided  that  the  liquor  business 
should  be  destroyed.  It  is  as  simple  as  that. 
Regardless  of  what  others  might  do,  the  one 
hundred  million  members  of  the  church  in  Amer¬ 
ica  could  destroy  the  liquor  traffic  at  any  time 
they  willed  to  do  so.  For  that  reason,  before 
God  we  must  share  the  responsibility  for  the 
hurt  liquor  is  doing  to  some  millions  of  alco¬ 
holics  and  problem  drinkers  and  for  the  hurt  it  is 
doing  to  America  in  this  time  of  national  and 
world  crisis. 

To  Obey  Is  Better  Than  Sacrifice 

Saul  seemed  to  think  that  his  sin  of  disobe¬ 
dience  could  be  covered  by  throwing  a  sop  to¬ 
ward  the  church.  He  preserved  the  best  of  the 
cattle  “for  a  sacrifice  to  God.”  so  he  said.  It  was 
as  if  he  thought  he  could  bribe  the  Almighty  to 
overlook  his  wickedness. 

Let  us  always  remember  that  nothing  else  we 
can  do  ever  atones  for  willful  disobedience  to 
the  known  will  of  God.  Our  gifts,  our  charitable 
services,  our  good  will,  our  loyalty  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  program  of  the  church  and  anything  else 
we  may  do  is  neutralized,  in  God’s  sight,  by  a 
willful  disobedience  of  God’s  will.  “To  obey” 
takes  precedent  over  any  other  effort  to  please 
God. 

Fearing  Man  More  Than  God 

Our  lesson  today  indicates  that  Saul  was  do¬ 
ing  what' he  thought  the  people  wanted  him  to 
do  rather  than  what  he  knew  God  wanted  him 
to  do.-~.lt  was  Jesus  who  said,  “Fear  not  them 
which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the 
soul.”  Our  final  Judge  is  God,  not  man.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  just  why  we  give  so  much 
thought  to  the  opinions  of  men  and  bypass  so 
frequently  the  known  will  of  God. 

We  said  earlier  in  this  lesson  that  the  drinker 
is  and  always  will  be  morally  responsible  for 
taking  the  first  drink.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  fear  of  what  others  might  think  has  caused 
more  people  to  take  their  first  drink  than  any 
other,  and  possibly  all  other  causes.  In  this  one 
gives  evidence  of  a  fatal  weakness  while  at¬ 
tempting  to  prove  to  the  crowd  that  he  is  strong. 
A  Repentance  Thai  Came  Too  Lale 

When  Saul  realized  that  his  disobedience  was 
to  cost  him  his  kingdom  he  confessed  his  sin  and 
asked  Samuel  to  pray  that  his  sin  might  be  par¬ 
doned.  In  this  instance,  repentance  seems  to  have 
come  too  late.  The  poet  has  said: 

“There  is  a  time  we  know  not  when, 

A  point  we  know  not  where, 

That  marks  the  destiny  of  men, 

For  glory  or  despair.” 

It  seems  that,  by  gradual  deterioration,  Saul 
had  passed  that  time  and  point  where  repentance 
had  meaning  to  God.  The  airmen  talk  of  a  “Point 
of  no  return.”  Saul  seems  to  have  reached  that 
point.  From  there  he  went  on  to  continued 
failures  and  finally  to  a  disgraceful,  suicidal 
death.  “Disobedience  Is  Tragic.” 
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A  BABY  BOY,  named  Daniel  Mark,  was  born 
to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Thomas  on 
March  19.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  is  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Hammond. 

REV.  W.  M.  JACOCKS,  associate  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  the  guest  preacher  at  the  Gretna  Methodist 
Church  on  Wednesday  night,  March  25.  Music 
for  the  service  was  by  the  Chancel  Choir.  Rev. 
A.  B.  Cavanaugh  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  was  observed  by 
the  Floyd  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  with  a  program  at  the  church  on  Friday 
night,  Feb.  13.  Mrs.  Douglas  Wilson  gave  the 
devotional  on  “Brotherhood.”  A  filmstrip  was 
shown  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Willbanks,  pastor,  with 
script  read  by  Mrs.  Willbanks. 

DR.  RAWLEY  PICKARD,  director  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  in  Yadagiri,  India,  spoke  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Lake  Vista  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  March  15. 
Dr.  Pickard  told  about  Christian  missions  and 
the  church  in  India.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles  Sunday  evening,  March 
15.  Dr.  Bowdon  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
his  recent  South  America  Preaching  Mission. 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Rayville,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
Grace  Methodist  Church  of  Ruston,  March  8-13. 
A.  E.  Tellinghuisen,  minister  of  music  at  Grace 
Church,  led  the  singing,  with  Mrs.  Doyle  Evans 
at  the  organ.  Rev.  Henry  Blount  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

A  CANTATA  “The  Thorn-Crowned  King”  was 
presented  by  the  Junior  Choir  of  the  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bogalusa,  on  Sunday  night,  March  22.  Soloists 
were:  Winona  Farmer,  Carolyn  Dickens,  Dana 
Gale  Butler  and  Sharon  Hutchinson.  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Cameron  and  Grand 
Chenier  Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday,  March 
8.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Haughton  spoke  at  the  9:00 
a.m.  service  at  the  Grand  Chenier  Church  and 
at  the  11:00  a.m.  service  in  Cameron.  Rev.  J. 
Taylor  Wall  is  pastor  of  the  charge. 

REV.  B.  a.  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Houma,  was  the  guest 


speaker  at  the  Lenten  Noontide  services  at  the 
Church  House,  New  Orleans,  Monday  through 
Friday,  March  9-13.  He  was  also  the  guest 
speaker  each  evening  in  special  Lenten  services 
at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  where  Rev.  Don  W.  Alverson  is  pastor. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  spoke  to  the  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Jonesboro  Methodist  Church,  Tuesday,  March  24. 
The  Methodist  Men  were  deeply  impressed  with 
this  wonderful  man  and  the  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  according  to  a  report  from  H.  L. 
Bass  of  the  church.  Marvin  Lee  King  rendered 
a  solo,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Joe  itey.  Rev.  Loyd 
E.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  LUMAN  E.  DOUGLAS,  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District,  was  guest  preacher  in 
a  series  of  Holy  Week  services  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Lake  Providence.  According  to 
the  pastor,  Rev.  George  D.  York,  “It  was  a  de¬ 
light  and  pleasure  to  have  Rev.  Douglas.  Our 
people  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  services  and  I 
believe  that  our  church  is  much  better  because 
he  came  our  way.” 

AN  EASTER  PROGRAM  was  presented  at  the 
St.  James  Methodist  Church  of  Marrero.  The 
story  of  the  resurrection  was  read  and  hymns 
following  the  passages  were  sung  by  the  choir. 
According  to  the  reporter,  Raymond  V.  Tucker, 
publicity  chairman  for  the  church,  “It  was  a 
very  inspiring  program  to  all  that  attended.” 
The  program  was  closed  with  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  singing  the  hymn  “O  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing.”  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  SUE  BOYDSTON,  enrollment  counselor 
at  Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  career  clinic  held  at  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Homer  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Ruston 
district.  Rev.  L.  J.  Futch,  pastor  of  the  Marion 
Methodist  Church,  was  director  of  the  clinic. 
Rev.  William  Fraser,  former  head  of  the  Bible 
department  at  Centenary,  is  pastor  of  the  host 
church.  Mrs.  Boydston  spoke  on  the  Centenary 
College  program  and  showed  colored  slides  of 
the  campus.  The  title  of  her  address  was  “The 
Christian  College.” 

TWENTY-SIX  MEMBERS  were  received  into 
the  church  during  the  Palm  Sunday  services 
at  Morningside  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 
Fifteen  of  these  were  received  by  baptism,  the 
others  by  certificate.  A  program  of  Easter  music 
was  presented  by  the  four  choirs  of  the  church 
at  the  evening  worship  service.  Mrs.  Jeanice 
Bishop  directed  the  Adult  Choir,  Mrs.  Hazel  Wal¬ 
lace,  the  Teen  Choir  and  the  Junior  Choir,  and 
Mrs.’  Eleanor  Green  the  Little  Angel  Choir.  Serv¬ 
ing  as  organists  were:  Mrs.  Helen  Dear,  Miss 


Carolyn  Baumeister,  and  Miss  Jennifer  Bowen. 
Rev.  G.  Eldred  Blakely  is  pastor. 

REV.  KIRBY  VINING,  pastor  of  the  Berwick 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  elected  by  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  evangelistic  team  that  will  visit 
Costa  Rica  and  Panama  in  April.  The  team  will 
leave  New  Orleans  on  April  8  and  return  April 
21.  Rev.  Leslie  J.  Ross  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  is  in  charge  of  the  mission.  Other 
ministers  from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  mission  are  Rev.  Jimmie  J. 
Caraway,  Bunkie,  Louisiana;  Rev.  Elmo  A. 
Thomason,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas;  and  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  Moore,  Jr.,  Dermott,  Arkansas. 


FIFTEEN  CHILDREN  were  received  into  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro  on 
Sunday,  March  22.  These  children  had  previously 
attended  a  membership  training  class  taught  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson.  They,  with 
their  parents,  received  their  first  communion  on 
Thursday  night  of  Holy  Week,  March  26.  They 
are:  Andy  Byargeon,  Charles  Graves,  Elise  Grif¬ 
fin,  George  Griffin,  Pamela  Griffin,  Ruby  Henry, 
Samuel  Lee,  James  Mays,  Jr.,  Walter  Merrill, 
David  McLemore,  Lee  Pankey,  Sherman  Phillips, 
Jr.,  Walter  Stephenson,  Lorafay  Walter,  and 
Roger  Wells. 

DR.  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY,  JR.,  pastor  of 
Swope  Park  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas 
City,  has  been  named  associate  professor  of  the 
history  of  Christianity  and  social  ethics  at  the 
National  Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Kansas  City.  His  appointment  was  announced 
March  23  by  Dr.  Don  W.  Holter,  president  of  the 
new  school.  Dr.  Starkey’s  work  for  the  Ph.D. 
degree  was  carried  on  at  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  and  Columbia  University,  New  York.  He 
received  the  degree  in  1953.  His  dissertation  was 
on  “The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Theol¬ 
ogy  of  John  Wesley.” 

REV.  FRANCIS  C.  WILSON,  pastor  of  Ep- 
worth  Methodist  Church,  Worcester,  Mass., 
will  join  the  staff  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
about  May  18.  Mr.  Wilson  will  be  director  of 
interpretation  for  the  board’s  local-church  divi¬ 
sion.  He  will  have  responsibility  for  interpreting 
the  work  of  the  division  to  Methodists  and  the 
general  public  and  will  be  in  charge  of  develop¬ 
ing  and  processing  the  division’s  printed  mate¬ 
rials.  The  job-title  is  a  new  one,  but  Mr.  Wilson 
will  assume  some  of  the  duties  of  two  former 
staff  members,  the  Rev.  Webb  B.  Garrison,  now 
president  of  McKendree  College,  and  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  Henry,  now  director  of  Christian  education 
at  St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


THE  YOUTH  AND  HERALD  CHOIRS  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia,  presented 
a  service  of  sacred  music  on  Sunday  evening, 
March  8.  The  service  was  in  recognition  of  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  youth  choir.  The  Herald 
Choir  has  a  membership  of  40  voices  and  the 
Youth  Choir  is  composed  of  43  voices.  A  dedi¬ 
cation  service  was  led  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Jack 
Cooke,  with  the  members  of  the  choirs  and 
their  parents  participating  in  the  service.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  the  service  a  reception  was 
held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church  in 
honor  of  the  two  choirs.  Mrs.  Vernon  Sinclair 
and  Mrs.  Woodrow  White  were  in  charge  of  the 
reception.  The  choirs  are  under  the  direction 
of  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  and  the  organist  is  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Walker 

The  following  slate  of  officers 

elected  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Wakefield  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  Cameron.  Elected  to  serve  for  the 
year  of  1959-60:  President,  Mrs.  Gladys  Wrig- 
ley;  vice-president,  Mrs.  U.  E.  Hackett;  record¬ 
ing  secretary,  Mrs.  Ann  S.  Smith;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Tom  Steed;  secretary  of  Promotion,  Mrs. 
Charles  Rogers;  secretary  of  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  and  service,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Kornegay;  secretary 
of  Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Wilma  Guth¬ 
rie;  secretary  of  Student  Work,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Davis,  secretary  of  Youth  Work,  Mrs.  Taylor 
Wall,  secretary  of  Children’s  Work,  Mrs.  Bessie 
W.  Davis;  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life,  Miss  Iris 
Pichnic;  secretary  of  Literature  and  Publica¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  Ruby  Kelly;  secretary  of  Supply 
Work,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Swindell;  and  secretary  of 
Status  of  Women,  Mrs.  Conway  LeBleu.  Rev. 
J.  Taylor  Wall  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Slidell  Methodist  Men's  Club  is  chartered  on  March  Officers  elected  are  Leslie  Freeman,  president; 

12.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  New  Orleans  District  Lay  Lemuel  Talley,  vice  president;  Harry  Peterson,  second 
Leader,  presented  the  charter.  vice  president;  and  Jack  Robinson,  secretary-treasurer. 


N.  O.  Church  Is 
Having  Rapid 
Membership  Growth 

Castle  Manor  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  has  made  encouraging 
progress  in  the  past  six  months. 
During  this  period  the  church  has 
organized  a  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship,  a  choir,  and  a  Men’s  Club. 
The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  has  been  extremely  active 
under  the  direction  of  its  president, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Smith,  and  will  begin  the 
1959-60  year  with  a  full  slate  of  of¬ 
ficers. 

At  a  Membership  Banquet  held 


on  March  13,  52  new  members  were 
honored.  As  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
membership  made  it  difficult  for 
families  to  really  get  to  know  each 
other,  the  Membership  and  Evange¬ 
lism  Commission  planned  the  Mem¬ 
bership  Banquet  as  a  means  of  al¬ 
lowing  the  members  (old  members 
acting  as  hosts  to  the  new  mem¬ 
bers)  an  opportunity  to  become  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted. 

Upon  entering,  each  guest  was 
assigned  two  other  guests  to  inter¬ 
view,  the  idea  being  to  find  out  as 
much  as  possible  about  them.  Then, 
after  dinner,  each  member  was 
asked  to  stand  and  report  on  in¬ 
formation  obtained  concerning  the 
guests  assigned  to  him  or  her.  This, 


as  well  as  the  adult  games  in  which 
everyone  participated  afterward, 
proved  to  be  a  most  effective  meth¬ 
od  in  developing  closer  harmony 
and  a  better  understanding  among 
the  members. 

Rev.  Robert  Potter,  pastor,  is  con¬ 
fident  for  Castle  Manor’s  future 
growth  and  looks  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  church  building  is 
complete  with  adequate  worship 
and  educational  space. 


Prof.  Paul  W.  Tappan,  New  York 
University  sociologist  and  legal  au¬ 
thority,  has  called  for  more  ser¬ 
vices  and  personnel  in  courts  and 
welfare  agencies  dealing  with  juve¬ 
niles.  He  says  that  children’s  courts 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas.  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  April  -19th  begins  Week  7. 
Loyal  and  Victory  Sundays 
are  announced.  The  second 
layman  speaks  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service. 

2.  In  the  afternoon  of  April  19th, 
the  first  Visitors  Training 
Meeting  is  held  and  after¬ 
wards  the  visitors  start  work 
on  their  Presentation  Book¬ 
lets. 

3.  On  April  20th,  Letter  B-l 
(page  36  in  the  Manual)  is 
mailed  to  non-resident  mem¬ 
bers. 

4.  On  April  21st,  Letter  A-2, 
enclosing  Appeal  Folder,  is 
mailed. 

5.  On  April  22nd,  Commitment 
Cards,  with  the  name  of  each 
person  on  the  Master  List 
typed  or  written  on  them, 
are  given  to  the  Visitation 
Chairman  by  the  Materials 
Chairman. 

6.  On  April  25th,  letter  A-3 
(page  36)  enclosed  the  Pledge 
Calculator  and  Prayer  Card 
is  mailed. 


are  often  “overly  ambitious”  to 
“reach  out”  for  minor  offenders. 
The  professor  says  41  per  cent  of  all 
boys  and  79  per  cent  of  the  girls 
brought  into  children’s  courts  had 
been  apprehended  for  minor  of¬ 
fenses  like  trauncy,  running  away 
from  home,  and  disobeying  their 
parents  or  teachers.  “They  should  be 
corrected  by  parents,  teachers  or 
their  ministers,”  he  says. 


Two  women  of  the  Winbourne  Ave.  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
were  honored  for  their  faithful  service  at  a  "This  is  Your  Life"  program  on 
Sunday,  March  8.  Being  honored  were  Mrs.  Brinsfield  King,  at  right,  and 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Thomassie,  at  left.  T.  W.  Anthony,  president  of  the  Wesley  Class, 
was  in  charge  of  the  program. 

Musical  features  of  the  program  were  a  solo  by  Mrs.  Roy  Clark  and 
a  selection  by  a  male  quartet.  Wallace  Beauchamp  gave  a  layman's  version 
of  the  Twenty-third  Psalm. 

Mrs.  Alma  Igon  made  the  presentation  to  Mrs.  King  and  Jame  Rose 
made  the  presentation  to  Mrs.  Thomassie  of  a  cross  and  chain  as  a  token 
of  the  church's  appreciation  for  faithful  service. 


On  Sunday,  March  8th,  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  dedicated  the  first  unit 
of  St.  Joseph's  First  Methodist  Church. 

Present  at  the  dedication  and  assisting  were:  Dr.  Jas.  T.  Harris,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  Monroe  District;  former  pastors.  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker, 
Associate  pastor.  New  Orleans;  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  pastor  Lake  Vista , 
New  Orleans ;  and  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith,  pastor  at  Jonesville,  La.,  and  the 
local  pastor,  Rev.  T heron  McKisson.  Left  to  right  in  picture:  Rev.  Mr. 
Frazier,  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  Bishop  Martin,  Rev.  Mr.  McKisson, 
and  Dr.  Harris. 

The  St.  Joseph  church  for  fifty-one  years  was  a  part  of  a  Union  Church. 
Worship  was  conducted  for  the  first  time  in  these  quarters  October  5,  /  957. 
The  first  unit,  an  educational  building,  modern  with  central  heating  and 
cooling,  anticipates  a  sanctuary  seating  150  persons  to  be  built  later.  John 
W.  Baker,  Associates,  Architects,  of  Winnsboro,  planned  and  supervised 
construction. 
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MISS  L ANA  BARON 


Lafayette  District 
Essay  Winner  is 
Announced 

Miss  Lana  Baron,  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Crowley,  La.,  is 
the  winner  of  the  Lafayette  District 
Alcohol  Essay  Contest.  Her  essay 
is  entitled  “The  Role  of  Alcohol  in 
Juvenile  Delinquency.” 

Miss  Baron  is  an  outstanding 
worker  in  her  local  MYF.  In  the 
past  two  years  she  has  served  as 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Senior  group.  This  year  she  is  pres¬ 
ident.  She  has  recently  been  elect¬ 
ed  secretary-treasurer  of  the  newly 
organized  Rifle  Club,  a  project  of 
the  Senior  MYF. 

In  the  Rice  Sub-district,  Miss 
Baron  has  served  as  publicity  chair¬ 
man.  She  is  now  vice-president. 
This  year  at  the  annual  Sweetheart 
Banquet,  she  was  elected  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  sweetheart. 

But  she  has  many  achievements 
in  school  also.  Scholastically  she 
is  tops,  having  achieved  the  honor 
of  valedictorian  of  her  class  at 
Crowley  High.  During  this  year  at 
school,  she  has  served  as  secretary 
of  the  Senior  Class,  secretary  of  the 
Student  Council,  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  both  the  yearbook  and  the 
school  paper,  treasurer  of  the  Pep 
Squad,  a  representative  at  Pelican 
State,  a  member  of  the  Future 
Teachers  of  America,  a  member  of 
the  Homecoming  Court,  a  contes¬ 
tant  in  both  the  District  and  State 
Literary  Rallies. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Grace  Curtis  and  Iris  Bell 

The  Grace  Curtis  and  Iris  Bell 
Sub-districts  of  the  Paragould  dis¬ 
tricts  met  Monday  night,  March  9, 
at  Walnut  Ridge  for  the  semi-an¬ 
nual  district  meeting  of  the  MYF. 

At  4:30  the  sub-districts  went  to 
Hoxie  where  they  competed  against 
each  other  in  a  basketball  game. 
The  Iris  Bell  Sub-district  won  the 
game. 

Sack  lunches  were  eaten  in  the 
basement  of  the  Walnut  Ridge 
church.  Recreation  and  singing  fol¬ 
lowed  the  meal. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president  of  the  Iris  Bell 
Sub-district.  The  roll  was  called 
for  both  sub-districts.  Members  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  for  Arkan¬ 
sas  State  College  were  in  charge  of 


Meth.-Presbyterian 
Youth  Fellowships 
Fully  Organized 

The  Young  People’s  Fellowship 
of  the  Gilliam,  Belcher  and  Dixie 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  church¬ 
es  is  fully  organized,  and  active  in 
each  department.  The  Commission 
on  Witness  with  Morris  Adger  as 
chairman  just  completed  Christian 
Youth  Week  with  special  services 
on  the  topic,  “Dare  We  Live  in  the 
Household  of  God?”  The  result  was 
a  new  emphasis  on  daily  devotions 
— with  the  entire  family,  if  possible. 

The  Commission  on  Faith  under 
the  guidance  of  Miss  Nan  VanHoose 
had  charge  of  the  midweek  prayer 
service  of  the  Gilliam  Methodist 
Church  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  11. 
This  was  a  quarterly  feature. 

Another  quarterly  event  is  the 
visitation  of  all  shut-ins  and  those 
in  the  years  of  later  maturity  who 
reside  within  the  three  communi¬ 
ties.  The  last  one  was  Sunday,  Feb. 
15;  and  was  planned  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Citizenship,  Miss  Bever¬ 
ly  Volentine,  Chairman. 

An  after-church  social  in  one  of 
the  homes  every  other  Sunday 
night  is  sponsored  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Fellowship  under  Tommy 
Stinson’s  leadership.  On  Feb.  8 
they  were  entertained  in  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  B.  McDade  in 
honor  of  their  son,  Mickey’s  birth¬ 
day. 

The  special  study,  “Middle  East,” 
was  introduced  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Ad¬ 
ger,  Jr.  who  gave  an  interesting  his¬ 
torical  background.  This  is  being 
sponsored  by  Miss  Carolyn  Self  and 
her  Commission  on  Outreach. 

One  of  the  most  challenging  les¬ 
sons  of  the  winter  was  based  upon 
the  problem  of  beverage  alcohol. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  evening  was 
an  active  member  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  in  Shreveport.  “How 
can  the  youthful  non-drinker  best 
meet  the  problem  of  beverage  al¬ 
cohol?”  was  a  question  considered. 
“Look  the  one  who  is  offering  the 
alcohol  straight  in  the  eye,  and  say 
“No.”  You  will  have  the  respect  of 
the  drinkers  as  well  as  the  others,” 
was  the  answer  from  one  who  had 
not  learned  this  in  his  youth.  He 
went  on  to  say,  “There  is  no  such 
thing  as  will  power  on  the  part  of 
the  alcoholic;  only  a  desire  from 
deep  within  one’s  self,  and  the 
GRACE  OF  GOD,  can  make  him 
free.” 

Other  officers  of  this  youth  group 
are  Miss  Judy  Savage,  Pres.;  Miss 
Emma  Lou  McDade,  Vice-Pres.;  and 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Connell,  Sec’y- 
Treas.  Sponsors  are  Mrs.  Catherine 
Stinson  of  Gilliam,  and  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cook  of  Belcher.  The  Rev. 
David  Laverty  and  the  Rev.  James 
Beasley  are  the  pastors  of  the  two 
Pesbyterian  and  two  Methodist 
churches  respectively. 


the  program.  Charlotte  Janes  gave 
an  interesting  talk  on  the  purpose 
of  the  Foundation  and  its  services 
to  the  students  on  ASC  campus.  The 
songs  were  led  by  Phyllis  Camp¬ 
bell,  also  of  Arkansas  State. 

The  MYF  benediction  concluded 
the  meeting. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Surge  Toward  Status 

What  teen-ager  would  readily  ad¬ 
mit  he  is  engaged  in  a  surge  toward 
status?  Yet,  this  problem  occupied 
the  attention  of  a  recent  session  of 
the  Academy  of  Religion  and  Men¬ 
tal  Health  as  reported  in  its  bulle¬ 
tin  for  February,  1959.  The  discus¬ 
sion  indicated  recognition  that  ado¬ 
lescence  is  a  time  essentially  for 
preparation.  Much  energy  is  ex¬ 
pended  in  creativeness  in  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  disorganized  process, 
but  generally  is  the  natural  process 
of  “becoming.” 

What  youth  hasn’t  heard  his  par¬ 
ents  or  other  adults  say,  “Don’t  be 
childish!”?  Or  after  a  particular  in¬ 
cident  in  which  argument  may  have 
ensued  between  adult  and  youth, 
the  adult  may  dismiss  the  discus¬ 
sion  with  a  flat  statement,  “You  are 
acting  like  a  child.”  In  such  in¬ 
stances  it  is  natural  for  a  youth  to 
seek  to  get  through  this  period  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  thus  be 
freed  from  the  stigma  of  childish¬ 
ness. 

In  the  religious  field,  the  report 
observes,  this  may  mean  there  will 
be  the  hurry  to  prove  one’s  adult¬ 
hood  by  doing  something  different 
from  the  way  the  parents  did.  One 
teen-ager  I  recall  whose  parents 
were  fringe-Protestants,  whose 
main  expressions  concerning  relig¬ 
ion  and  the  church  were  snide  and 
sarcastic  remarks  about  the  Roman 
Catholics,  took  instruction  and 
joined  the  Roman  Church.  Her  rel¬ 
atives  were  horrified  when  they 
suddenly  realized  what  she  had 
done.  Her  action  was  easily  ex¬ 
plainable  in  that  this  was  a  form 
of  rebellion  in  that  she  embraced 
that  which  they  disliked.  But  ac¬ 
tually,  the  parents  had  failed  in  es¬ 
tablishing  an  adequate  religious  en¬ 
vironment  for  their  child,  and  she 
was  doing  something  differently 
from  her  parents  to  establish  a  kind 
of  status. 

Adolescent  rebellion  against  adult 
domination  has  been  going  on  for  a 
long  time.  Socrates  in  an  ancient 
day  decried  the  independence  of 
youth  and  their  lack  of  respect  for 
the  opinions  and  desires  of  their  el¬ 
ders.  Every  youth  finds  himself 
tempted  to  take  an  extreme  posi¬ 
tion  in  some  situation  in  order  to 
show  his  independence.  He  has 
plenty  of  chances  because  “the  pro¬ 
cess  of  going  through  adolescence 
is  one  of  the  finding  out  that  life 
really  is  complex,  that  there  are  a 
lot  of  unanswered  questions.” 

Yes,  every  teen-ager  signs  his  own 
declaration  of  independence.  But 
the  interesting  thing  about  Him  is 
that  with  his  own  group  of  other 
teeners,  he  is  anything  but  inde¬ 
pendent.  His  mode  of  dress,  his 
manner  of  speech,  his  attitudes  and 
actions — all  reflect  the  prevailing 
winds  of  current  teenery.  He  does 
not  want  to  be  different  from  other 
teen-agers,  but  he  wants  desperately 
to  be  different  from  parents  and 
other  adults. 

If  both  teen-agers  and  parents 
understand  this  process  a  little  bet¬ 
ter,  the  chances  are  that  youth  will 
have  a  better  chance  to  grow  and 
develop  in  a  natural  God-given  way. 
But  where  there  is  failure  to  keep 
the  process  moving — either  because 
teeners  try  to  move  it  too  fast  or 


YOUTH  NEWS 

Hodge 

Hodge,  La.,  Methodist  Church  has 
three  MYF  members  entering  the 
Alcohol  Essay-Speech  contest  on 
“Alcohol’s  Role  in  Juvenile  Delin¬ 
quency”.  These  persons  are:  Sandy 
Knobloch,  Freddy  Newman,  and 
Jim  McKeithen. 

Lafayette 

The  A  s  b  u  r  y  Methodist  Youth, 
Lafayette,  La.,  were  recently  enter¬ 
tained  at  the  home  of  the  R.  R. 
Brantons.  A  buffet  supper  was 
served  after  which  a  short  business 
meeting  was  held.  The  program 
consisted  of  a  scripture  reading  and 
a  talk  on  the  subject  of  “Talents.” 

Winnsboro 

Subject  of  the  program  of  the 
M.Y.F.  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Winnsboro,  La.,  recently  was  “The 
Lord’s  Supper.”  Youth  from  other 
churches  in  Winnsboro  were  invited 
to  attend  the  open  discussion. 

Among  the  questions  answered 
were  the  way  each  church  observes 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  who  it  is  distrib¬ 
uted  to  members,  how  often  receiv¬ 
ed  and  what  it  means  to  the  church 
member. 


down  —  then  one  can  be  certain 
there  will  be  adult-youth  conflicts. 
If  this  is  in  the  religious  field,  it 
could  well  mean  the  alienation  of 
teen-agers  from  the  church. 

Both  adults  and  teeners  are  in¬ 
volved  in  the  adolescent  surge  to¬ 
ward  self  and  status! 


MR.  PASTOR 

How  Will  You  Answer 
Question  16? 

YOUR  REPORT  TO  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  TABLE  1,  QUES¬ 
TION  16 — calls  for  the  number 
of  youth  in  the  youth  division  of 
the  church  school  (the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship). 

This  means  every  youth  who  is 
a  vital  part  of  the  program  of  the 
church.  It  includes  all  youth 
from  12  to  23  years  of  age  (each 
one  counted  only  once,  of  course) 
who  participate  in: 

— Sunday  school 
— Sunday  evening  fellowships 
— choirs 

— during-the-week-activities  such 
as  hobby  and  interest  groups 
— youth  in  the  armed  services, 
working,  or  in  school  away 
from  home,  if  contacted  regu¬ 
larly  by  the  church 
— Scouts  and  other  character¬ 
building  agencies  if  under  the 
supervision  of  the  commission 
on  education 

— home  members  who  cannot  at¬ 
tend  because  of  extended  ill¬ 
ness  or  vocation 

— (This  is  in  keeping  with  the 
Discipline  and  the  Handbook 
of  the  MYF) 

Count  All  Your  Youth 

If  we  are  to  develop,  improve, 
and  extend  our  youth  program 
and  reach  increased  numbers  of 
youth  for  the  Christian  life  and 
membership  in  the  church  school 
as  authorized  by  the  last  General 
Conference,  we  must  be: 

— accurate  in  reporting  all  those 
we  have 

— alert  to  the  persons  who  should 
be  a  part  of  the  Fellowship 
— ready  with  a  plan  for  reaching 
every  prospect 

— willing  to  provide  a  program 
to  meet  the  needs  of  each  one 

What  Will  Be  Your  Answer 
To  Question  16? 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Mrs.  M.  0.  Bettis  of  Little  Rock,  left,  was  installed  as  secretary  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  March  15  succeeding  Mrs. 
Hazel  Dabney  of  Pine  Bluff,  right.  Nearly  250  women  registered  for  the 
annual  week-end  meeting  at  Pulaski  Heights  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock.  Mrs.  Bettis  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Little  Rock  District,  and 
is  a  member  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock.  The  corsage  Fund 
of  over  $300.00  will  be  used  for  supplies  for  Dorothy  Kelley,  deaconess  in 
the  Virgin  Islands. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Wesley  Methodist  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  De- 
Ridder,  met  on  the  evening  of  March 
3rd  in  the  Church.  A  playlet  en¬ 
titled  “Behold  Your  God,”  based  on 
the  Book  of  Isaiah,  introducing  the 
study,  “Isaiah  Speaks,”  was  im¬ 
pressively  presented  by  members 
who  were  dressed  in  costumes  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  time,  against  a  set¬ 
ting  of  Oriental  hangings,  table 
covers,  ottomans,  and  pottery.  A 
scroll,  with  quotations  from  the 
Book  of  Isaiah,  which  was  made  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Cryar,  was  used 
in  the  presentation  of  the  playlet. 
The  following  were  characters: 

Mrs.  Normand  Terry,  Mrs.  Floyd 
Martin,  Mrs.  Ben  Jones,  Mrs.  Hank 
Sumrall,  Mrs.  Della  Reynolds,  Mrs. 
Mid  Cole  (offstage),  Mrs.  E.  C.  Nee¬ 
ly.  (offstage) 

The  playlet  was  concluded  by 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry  playing  a  re¬ 
cording  of  Handel’s  Hallelujah 
Chorus,  during  which  the  members 
stood.  Mrs.  Floyd  Martin  directed 
the  playlet.  Mrs.  Ora  Lee  Terry  at 
the  piano  played  appropriate 
hymns.  Mrs.  Sylvester  James  gave 
the  devotional,  closing  with  prayer. 

Mrs.  Normand  Terry,  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Education,  will  teach 
the  study  “Isaiah  Speaks.” 

During  the  fellowship  period  Mrs. 
Erbie  Dion  served  delicious  re¬ 
freshments. 

Mrs.  Floyd  Wood  is  President  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 
is  Pastor  of  Wesley  Church. 


New  officers  for  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  the  Bald  Knob  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  Mrs.  Maurice  Lanier, 
president;  Mrs.  Clyde  Whitley,  vice 
president;  Mrs.  Bob  Wunnenberg, 
secretary;  Mrs.  Ed  Williams,  treas¬ 
urer. 


Louisiana  District 
Meetings 

Louisiana  District  meetings: 
Shreveport  District,  Mangum  Me¬ 
morial,  April  14;  Ruston  District, 
Arcadia,  April  15;  Monroe  District, 
Delhi,  April  16;  Alexandria  District, 
Lecompte,  April  17;  Lake  Charles 
District,  First  Church  Lake  Charles, 
April  21;  Lafayette  District,  Opelou¬ 
sas,  April  22;  Baton  Rouge  District, 
Zachary,  April  23;  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  Lake  Vista,  New  Orleans, 
April  24. 


Asbury,  Lafayette 

The  Asbury  Society  at  Lafayette 
is  concluding  its  study  on  Isaiah, 
meeting  on  Tuesdays.  Easter  lillies 
were  placed  in  the  sanctuary  as 
memorials.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Nicholson  was 
the  delegate  to  the  conference  so¬ 
ciety  the  first  week  in  March. 


Floyd 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Floyd 
met  February  7  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
J.  S.  White  for  its  monthly  meeting. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley,  president,  presid¬ 
ed  during  the  business.  New  offi¬ 
cers  elected  were:  president,  Mrs. 
Douglas  Wilson;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley;  treasurer  and  re¬ 
cording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hol¬ 
ley,  Jr. 

The  program  on  “Literary  —  A 
New  Frontier”  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Wilson,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
R.  Willbanks,  Miss  Ruth  Hooley, 
Mrs.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  White. 

During  the  social  hour  movies  of 
Steven  Zotti  of  Athens,  Greece  were 
shown.  Steven  is  the  three-month- 
old  son  of  the  former  Miss  Julianne 
White  of  this  church  and  communi¬ 
ty.  Mrs.  Wilbanks,  wife  of  the  pas¬ 
tor,  was  surprised  with  a  “Pink  and 
Blue”  shower. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Mam¬ 
moth  Spring  met  in  the  church  at 
1:00  p.m.  Thursday,  March  12  for 


Two  New  Societies 
Organized 

Everton  and  St.  Joe 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell,  president  of 
Searcy  District,  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hun- 
nicutt,  Promotion  Secretary,  met 
with  the  women  of  the  Everton 
Church  March  6  and  organized  a 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  with  15  members. 

Mrs.  Harry  Burke,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  Three  members  of  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir  sang  two  lovely  songs. 
Mrs.  Hunnicutt  explained  the  work 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  organizational  meeting. 
The  following  officers  were  elected: 
Mrs.  Martha  Jones,  president;  Mrs. 
Stella  Trammel,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Alice  Young,  secretary-treas¬ 
urer;  Mrs.  Fern  Kellogg,  promotion 
secretary;  Mrs.  Stella  Trammel, 
secretary  of  Spiritual  Life  and  Mrs. 
Eva  Cantrell,  Secretary  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work. 

Mrs.  Kittrell  closed  the  meeting 
with  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  The  ladies 
served  doughnuts  and  coffee. 

Friday  evening,  Mrs.  Kittrell  and 
Mrs.  Hunnicutt  met  with  the  wom¬ 
en  of  the  church  at  St.  Joe  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Alma  Keeling  and  or¬ 
ganized  a  Woman’s  Society  with  25 
members. 

Mrs.  Della  Barnett  led  the  open¬ 
ing  prayer.  Following  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  work,  Mrs.  Alma  Keel¬ 
ing  was  elected  president.  Other  of¬ 
ficers  elected  were  Mrs.  Alice 
Brandes,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Peggy 
Tallant,  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs. 
Della  Barnett,  Secretary  of  Spiritual 
Life;  and  Mrs.  Drucilla  Hudspeth, 
Secretary  of  Literature  and  Publi¬ 
cation. 

Mrs.  Burke,  wife  of  the  pastor, 
arranged  the  meetings  and  assisted 
with  the  plans  for  the  organization. 
Mrs.  Sam  Auslam,  wife  of  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  Augusta,  was  a  guest  at  each 
meeting. 

L.R.  Conf.  Districts 
Announce  Dates  for 
Annual  Meetings 

April  15 — Monticello  district,  Monti- 
cello 

April  16 — Pine  Bluff  district,  Carr 
Mem.,  Pine  Bluff 

April  21 — Hope  district,  Locksburg 
April  22 — Arkadelphia  district,  Mal¬ 
vern,  First  Church 
April  23 — Camden  district,  El  Do¬ 
rado,  First  Church 
April  24 — Little  Rock  district,  Win¬ 
field 


pot  luck  lunch  before  the  regular 
meeting. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Culver.  She  thanked  the 
ladies  on  behalf  of  the  Burch  family 
for  deeds  of  kindness  during  the  ill¬ 
ness  and  death  of  Mrs.  Burch,  a 
former  member. 

The  group  voted  to  take  the  re¬ 
upholstering  the  three  pulpit  chairs 
and  curtains  for  the  choir  loft  as 
the  next  project.  Mrs.  Daniels,  Mrs. 
Callahan  and  Mrs.  Lakey  are  the 
committee  for  this. 


District  Executive 
Committees  Meet 

Batesville 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Batesville  District,  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  met  Mon¬ 
day,  Feb.  23,  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Katherine  Besson,  Oil  Trough, 
Ark.,  Vice-President  of  the  District. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Zarub,  Bull  Shoals,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  District  President,  presided 
during  the  session.  The  District 
Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Womack,  gave  the  devotional 
on  The  Calmness  of  Jesus. 

The  President  gave  her  report, 
followed  by  the  report  of  the  Vice- 
President.  The  District  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Ben  Jernigan,  reported  the 
total  appropriations  so  far  this  year 
were  $4,763.13. 

The  following  secretaries  report¬ 
ed  on  their  work:  The  Secretary  of 
Promotion  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kaylor;  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Con¬ 
nell;  Christian  Social  Relations, 
Mrs.  P.  G.  Magness;  Children’s 
Work,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Clark;  Spiritual 
Life,  Mrs.  Wm.  Womack;  Supply, 
Mrs.  H.  Fox;  Status  of  Women — 
Mrs.  Ralph  McDonald  and  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Osa  Baker. 

The  President  read  the  reports 
sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of  Student 
Work,  Mrs.  Gerald  Hammett;  Lit¬ 
erature  and  Publications,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Adams,  and  Missionary  Person¬ 
nel,  Mrs.  L.  Layton. 

Plans  were  formulated  for  the 
spring  meeting.  An  invitation  was 
extended  and  accepted  by  the  Bull 
Shoals  Woman’s  Society  to  hold  the 
meeting  in  the  Bull  Shoals  Church 
on  April  20th.  The  Jurisdiction 
Secretary  of  Literature  and  Publi¬ 
cations,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Connell  gave  the  invo¬ 
cation  for  the  delicious  luncheon 
served  by  the  hostess.  A  short 
business  meeting  completed  the  af¬ 
ternoon  session  which  was  closed 
with  prayer  given  by  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Kaylor. 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Batchelder 
Recording  Secretary. 


Fayetteville 

The  Fayetteville  District  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  was  held  March  5 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Jeff  Brown. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain  presided  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Elmer  Hook  led  the  opening 
prayer.  Mrs.  Russell  Broyles  gave 
the  treasurer’s  report. 

Miss  Mary  Chaffin  told  of  her 
work  as  deaconess  this  quarter. 
Each  officer  reported  on  her  line  of 
work. 

Those  present  and  reporting  were: 
Mrs.  Fountain,  Mrs.  Hook,  Miss 
Chaffin,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Roy  Bag- 
ley,  Mrs.  Carl  Watson,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Linam,  Mrs.  William  Kennon,  Mrs. 
Ed  Thigpen,  Mrs.  Lillian  Holt,  Mrs. 
Broyles,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Meade,  Mrs. 
Whitaker,  and  Mrs.  Arch  Thomp¬ 
son. 

Mrs.  Lural  McClain  reported  on 
the  work  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild. 

Mary  Chaffin  dismissed  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  prayer.  Tea  was  served. 
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Winning  New  Disciples 

Through  Christian  Schools 


By  Thoburn  T.  Brumbaugh  and  Edna  Hutchens 


In  addition  to  imparting  general  knowledge  and  technical  skills,  Chris¬ 
tian  schools  overseas  seek  to  win  new  followers  to  Jesus  Christ.  This  is 
done  in  a  variety  of  ways,  including  the  witness  that  a  Christian  teacher 
gives  in  the  classroom  or  laboratory.  Here  the  Rev.  Edwin  Shields,  mission¬ 
ary  from  Dallas,  Texas,  works  with  lab  students  at  a  Methodist  school  in 
Rangoon,  Burma. 


THE  Methodist  Church  supports 
Christian  schools  in  most  of 
the  44  countries  where  its 
missionaries  and  related 
churches  are  at  work.  These  schools 
provide  and  train  leadership  for  the 
church  in  all  its  activities.  Without 
such  schools,  the  church  would  be 
woefully  lacking  in  the  literate  and 
educated  leaders  on  which  its  future 
depends. 

One  of  the  principal  concerns  of 
these  schools  should  be  winning 
persons  to  Christ  and  His  church. 
Yet  many  Christian  schools  find  it 
difficult  to  conduct  a  program  of 
effective  evangelism  among  students 
from  non-Christian  homes.  In  some 
parts  of  the  world,  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  obtain  Christian  teach¬ 
ers  for  the  curricular  subjects  re¬ 
quired  by  governmental  agencies  of 
education.  Oft-times  even  those 
who  are  professing  Christians  are 
not  contagiously  so. 

In  many  Methodist-related  schools, 
not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the 
students  are  Christian  or  become 
Christian  before  they  graduate,  and 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  know 
what  are  the  results  of  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  efforts  put  forth  while  they 
are  in  a  Christian  school. 

Evangelism  is  never  easy  in  a 
non-C  h  r  i  s  t  i  a  n  environment,  and 
sometimes  parents  or  the  prevalent 
social  and  political  order  object 
seriously  to  such  efforts.  This  is 
especially  true  in  countries  which 
have  deeply  entrenched  religious 
and  social  traditions,  such  as  found 
in  Buddhist  Japan,  Hindu  India  and 
Moslem  Pakistan. 

The  schools  are  therefore  trying 
constantly  to  find  new  and  effective 
means  of  evangelizing  the  students 
entrusted  to  their  care  by  parents 
who  appreciate  Christian  principles 
and  moral  ideals  but  are  quite  ap¬ 
prehensive  as  to  procedures  which 
may  lead  to  baptism  and  church  af¬ 
filiation. 

How  to  make  Christian  schools 
more  effective  instruments  of 
Christian  evangelism  is  therefore  a 
question  which  every  educational  or 
Christian  teacher  must  face. 

In  Christian  educational  work  in 
India,  we  are  often  overwhelmed 
because  of  the  constant  and  insist¬ 
ent  pressure  from  non-Christians  to 
secure  admission  to  Christian  insti¬ 
tutions,  making  it  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  maintain  the  desired 
ratio  between  Christians  and  non- 
Christians.  The  challenge  is  tre¬ 
mendous  to  the  Christian  staff  and 
the  Christian  students  to  interpret 
adequately  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

A  few  thumbnail  sketches  can  in¬ 
dicate  a  variety  of  ways  in  which 
the  Christian  message  reaches  non- 
Christian  students. 

It  is  not  possible  to  reach  all  the 
non-Christian  students  through  reg¬ 
ular  Scripture  classes  and  chapel 
services.  For  instance,  one  ortho¬ 
dox  Hindu  was  emphatic  in  object¬ 


ing  to  Bible  classes  and  asked  for 
exemption  for  the  ten-year-old 
boarding  student  in  his  home. 

About  that  time  we  had  a  mis¬ 
sionary  fine  arts  teacher  for  a  week 
in  the  elementary  school.  Her  pro¬ 
gram  of  drama,  music  and  handwork 
correlated  with  the  Bible  classes 
was  so  appealing  that  the  boy  was 
determined  to  have  a  part  in  it. 
What  happened  at  home  we  do  not 
know,  but  the  decision  regarding 
study  of  the  Bible  was  reversed, 
and  a  happy  and  intelligent  boy 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Scripture 
class. 

Religious  pictures  often  make  a 
deep  impression  not  only  on  Chris¬ 
tian  students,  but  on  non-Christians 
as  well.  In  the  home  economics 
building  at  one  school  hangs  a  pic¬ 
ture  entitled  Christ  Reaching  for 
the  Lost  Sheep.  A  Hindu  man 
asked  about  the  picture  and  was 
told  the  story.  He  said,  “This 
touches  the  tenderest  chords  of  my 
being.  I  would  like  a  copy  of  the 
picture.”  We  found  one  in  a  second¬ 
hand  shop.  It  was  reconditioned 
and  nicely  framed  and  now  hangs 
in  the  drawing  room  of  this  Hindu 
home.  One  wonders  how  many  more 
will  ask  for  the  story  and  how  ef¬ 
fectively  it  will  be  told  by  the  one 
who  was  so  deeply  impressed. 

A  lovely  picture  of  Christ  and 
the  Children  hangs  in  a  school  of¬ 
fice.  A  Hindu  man  who  came  to 
pay  fees  for  his  children  seemed 
fascinated  by  the  picture  and  re¬ 
turned  repeatedly  “just  to  have  an¬ 
other  look.”  It  had  a  story  to  tell 
which  made -a  deep  impression. 

The  spirit  of  dedicated  service 


never  fails  to  reach  the  heart  of  In¬ 
dian  people.  One  school  medical 
officer,  a  Hindu  doctor,  was  asked 
to  send  his  bill  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year.  He  said,  “I  am 
not  convinced  that  I  should  send  a 
bill.  I  have  lived  in  this  community 
all  my  life  and  have  watched  the 
devoted  leadership  in  the  institu¬ 
tion.  I  too  want  to  serve  in  the 
same  spirit.” 

It  turned  out  that  this  doctor’s 
father  attended  Bishop  James  Tho- 
burn’s  Sunday  school  class  many 
years  ago  and  still  treasured  the 
Bible  picture  cards  and  Scripture 
texts. 

The  president  of  the  legislative 
assembly  in  one  province  came  to 
a  school  in  1958  with  the  suggestion 
that  a  booklet  be  published  to  give 
people  of  all  communities  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  express  in  print  how 
Christian  institutions  had  influ¬ 
enced  their  life  and  thinking.  He 
said,  “Some  of  us  owe  our  very  lives 
to  Christian  institutions  and  would 
not  hesitate  to  give  witness  to  that 
fact.” 

There  is  a  beautiful  Indian  wom¬ 
an,  widow  of  an  outstanding  uni¬ 
versity  professor,  who  has  always 
sought  fellowship  with  Christians. 
Last  year  when  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones  was  holding  evangelistic 
services  in  a  school  hall,  she  daily 
attended  the  services  and  even 
came  to  the  morning  meetings  which 
were  planned  especially  for  Chris¬ 
tians.  Dr.  Jones  noted  her  interest 
and  reverent  attention.  On  the  last 
night  of  the  meetings,  Dr.  Jones 
called  for  a  public  declaration  of 
faith.  She  was  one  of  the  first  ones 


Education  Ministry 
“Recognizes” 
Korean  Seminary 

Efforts  to  advance  the  level  of 
Methodist  ministerial  training  in 
Korea  “paid  off”  in  February  with 
the  recognition  of  the  Methodist 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Seoul  as  a  college-grade  institution. 
The  new  academic  standing  for  the 
seminary  was  granted  by  the  Ko¬ 
rean  Ministry  of  Education. 

“This  government  recognition 
was  a  distinct  honor  to  the  seminary 
and  to  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church,  both  of  which  have  been 
attempting  to  raise  the  standards 
of  theological  training  since  the  end 
of  the  Korean  war,”  a  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  spokesman  said. 

“American  Methodists  should 
realize  that  in  most  areas  overseas 
theological  education  has  not  yet 
reached  the  level  of  graduate  school 
training,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United 
States.  In  many  countries,  even  to 
reach  college  level  is  a  significant 
achievement.  In  Korea  endeavor 
will  now  be  made  futher  to  improve 
hope  that  the  seminary  eventually 
faculty  and  courses  of  study  in  the 
will  attain  graduate  school  recogni¬ 
tion.” 

The  Methodist  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  which  has  about  350  stu¬ 
dents,  is  one  of  two  denominational 
theological  schools  in  Korea.  The 
other  is  a  school  of  junior  college 
standing  in  Taejon,  where  men  and 
women  are  trained  for  leadership 
in  rural  areas. 

The  president  of  the  seminary  in 
Seoul  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harold  H 
Hong,  who  is  known  to  many  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodists  as  a  former  Cru¬ 
sade  scholar  at  Drew  Theological 
Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.,  and  Un¬ 
ion  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York  City.  He  holds  an  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  from  Ev¬ 
ansville  College,  Evansville,  Ind. 

Methodist  theological  education 
in  Korea  developed  out  of  the  joint 
efforts  of  missionaries  and  mission 
boards  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  before  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  autonomous  Korean 
Methodist  Church  in  1930.  Though 
missionaries  still  serve  on  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  the  two  theological  schools, 
most  of  the  teachers  and  board  of 
trustees  members  are  made  up  of 
Koreans. 

The  seminary  in  Seoul  is  the  third 
theological  school  in  Korea  to  be 
granted  college-grade  recognition 
by  the  government.  The  others  are 
the  theological  department  of  Yon- 
sei  University  (in  which  Methodists 
cooperate  with  other  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations)  and  the  theological 
school  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  Republic  of  Korea. 


to  stand  up. 

Our  Christian  institutions  are  not 
only  educating  and  strengthening 
the  Christian  community;  they  are 
also  communicating  the  Christian 
message  to  non-Christian  students 
and  their  families. 

Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Brumbaugh  is 
executive  secretary  for  Japan, 
Korea  and  Okinawa  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Division  of  World  Missions.  He 
recently  made  an  intensive  study 
of  Christian  schools  in  Japan.  Miss 
Hutchens,  whose  home  is  Evanston, 
Ill.,  has  been  a  missionary  educator 
in  India  for  more  than  35  years. 
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History  of  Liberty  Chapel  Methodist  Church 


Small  Churches,  Backbone  of  the  Land 


Sacred  Music  Is 
Presented  by  New 
Iberia  Church 


The  Youth  and  Herald  Choirs  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia,  presented  a  Service  of  S'ac- 
red  Music  on  Sunday,  March  8th,  at 
the  Evening  Service.  This  special 
service  was  in  recognition  of  the 
First  Anniversary  of  the  Youth 
Choir  and  the  re-oraginzation  of  the 
Herald  Choir.  The  choirs  were  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  C.  G.  Fuller, 
Jr.  and  the  organist  was  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Walker.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  minister 
of  First  Church,  presided  during  the 
service. 


A  total  of  seventy-one  children 
and  young  people  sang  to  a  capacity 
crowd.  The  Herald  Choir,  with  a 
membership  of  forty-three,  sang  the 
following  selections:  “All  Things 
Bright  and  Beautiful”,  by  Alexan¬ 
der,  “This  is  the  Day  of  Light”,  by 
Oakeley,  “Let  Us  Break  Bread  To¬ 
gether”,  a  Negro  Spiritual,  “Glad 
I  Am  to  Grow”,  by  Jolley,  “Dear 
Master”,  by  Hunter  and  “Jesus, 
Tender  Shepherd”,  an  Old  German 
Melody. 

The  Youth  Choir,  with  a  total 
membership  of  forty,  rendered  the 
following  selections:  “All  Praise  to 
Thee”,  a  17th  Century  Melody,  “Ho¬ 
sanna!”  a  Palm  Sunday  anthem,  by 
Peery,  “Jesus,  Tender  Saviour”,  by 
Peery,  “Lonesome  Valley”,  a  White 
Spiritual,  “Once  to  Every  Man  and 
Nation”,  a  Welsh  Melody,  with  the 
words  written  by  James  Russell 
Lowell,  “O  Saviour,  Hear  Me”,  by 
Gluck  and  Mozart’s  famous  “Alle¬ 
luia”. 


By  Sam  Holladay 


The  small  country  churches  of  our  land  were,  and  still  are,  the  back¬ 
bone  of  our  social,  intellectual  and  spiritual  being.  Such  a  center  is  the 
Liberty  Chapel  Methodist  Church  located  near  the  Williana  Community, 
a  half  mile  from  the  Winnfield  Highway. 

The  first  church,  built  of  logs  in  1850,  was  erected  just  across  the  road 
from  the  present  structure.  The  cemetery  was  started  soon  afterward,  the 
first  burial  being  that  of  a  Bellamy,  a  preacher’s  son  who  was  killed  by  a 
horse. 

During  the  Civil  War  a  company  of  Confederate  soldiers  were  en¬ 
camped  about  four  miles  from  the  church  on  the  old  military  highway  when 
they  were  stricken  by  a  small  pox  epidemic.  Ten  of  the  soldiers  died  and 
were  buried  side  by  side,  near  the  center  of  the  cemetery.  Their  graves 
were  hastily  marked  by  rough  cedar  twigs.  The  first  headstone  placed  in 
the  cemetery  links  the  present  with  the  early  history  of  our  country,  soon 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  Birthdates  as  far  back  as  1794  and 
earlier  link  three  generations  in  this 


Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker,  Organist, 
played  for  her  Prelude,  “Festive 
March”,  by  Hurst;  the  Offertory  se¬ 
lection  was  “Lenten  Offertory”  by 
E.  Schubert  and  for  the  Postlude 
she  played  “Allegro  Vivace”,  by 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy. 

Also  on  the  program  were  two 
soloists  from  the  Youth  Choir.  Miss 
Brenda  DeBuse,  Soprano,  sang 
“The  Blessed”,  written  by  Wolfe 
and  Mike  Deare,  Baritone,  ren¬ 
dered  “The  Blind  Ploughman”,  by 
Clarke. 

A  Service  of  Recognition  was 
held  near  the  close  of  the  service. 
Reverend  Cooke  led  this  service  and 
praised  the  two  organizations  for 
their  outstanding  work  that  they 
have  been  doing  for  our  church. 
After  giving  a  brief  history  of  the 
choirs  and  telling  of  the  various  ac¬ 
tivities  that  they  had  been  engaged 
in,  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Fuller 
presented  each  choir  member  with 
an  electro-gold  plated  choir  pin,  on 
which  “CHOIR”  was  written  in 
blue  lettering.  The  parents,  standing 
beside  their  children  at  the  altar, 
pinned  the  choir  pins  on  them. 

A  special  gift  was  given  to  each 
member  of  the  choirs  who  had 
maintained  a  perfect  attendance 
record  since  October  of  last  year. 
Twelve  of  the  girls  in  the  Herald 

Choir  had  a  perfect  record  and  each 


venerable  burial  site. 

In  1881  and  1882  a  frame  church 
replaced  the  old  log  structure.  All 
three  of  the  later  churches  have 
been  built  in  the  same  spot  the 
present  church  occupies.  In  1888  a 
completely  new  building  was  erect¬ 
ed.  This  also  served  as  a  community 
school  building. 

In  early  days  this  was  the  only 
Methodist  church  for  miles  around, 
and  people  now  living  recall  sev¬ 
eral  young  ladies  who  rode  horse¬ 
back  side-saddle  from  Winnfield  to 
attend  Sunday  services. 

About  1910  the  present  building 
was  erected.  This  also  served  as  a 
school  building  when  the  school 
burned.  About  this  time,  the  church 
bought  40  acres  of  land  and  the 
timber  was  sold  to  the  Pollock  mill. 
This  forty  acres  was  purchased  for 
the  sum  of  $50.00. 

Liberty  Chapel  was  then  a  part 
of  the  Ada  circuit.  Later  it  was  a 
part  of  the  Pollock,  Palestine,  Ro¬ 
chelle  charge.  Bentley,  Dry  Prong 
and  now  the  Colfax  pastor  divides 
his  services  with  this  church. 

In  1944  due  to  the  war,  the  doors 
of  the  old  church  were  closed. 

In  1948,  Rev.  Conrad  Nugent,  a 
local  boy,  entered  the  ministry  and 
his  first  thoughts  were  of  his  old 
home  church.  A  great  revival  was 


of  them  received  a  sterling  silver 
necklace  with  a  music  note  attached 
to  it.  Three  boys  had  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  and  received  a  tie  clasp  with 
a  music  lyre  on  it. 

Five  girls  in  the  Youth  Choir  had 
a  perfect  attendance  record  and  each 
of  them  received  a  sterling  silver 
bracelet  with  a  Treble  Clef  attached 
to  it.  Four  boys,  who  each  had  a 
perfect  record,  received  a  gold  plat¬ 
ed  Treble  Clef  tie  tack. 

During  the  presentation  of  gifts, 
A.  P.  Land,  chairman  of  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  and  representing  the 
Music  Committee,  presented  a  love¬ 
ly  table  cloth  and  napkin  set  to  Mrs. 
Ruth  Cooke,  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke, 
in  appreciation  of  the  good  service 
that  she  had  rendered  to  the  Youth 
Choir  in  accompanying  them  both 
at  rehearsals  and  during  the  Sun¬ 
day  Services. 

Immediately  following  the  serv¬ 
ice,  a  reception  was  held  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  in  honor  of  the  two  choirs. 
Mrs.  Vernon  Sinclair  and  Mrs. 
Woodrow  White  were  in  charge  of 
the  reception  and  were  ably  assisted 
by  many  of  the  mothers  of  the  choir 
members. 


held  that  year  and  the  old  church 
was  revitalized.  Former  residents 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  were 
contacted  and,  as  a  result,  the 
church  was  completely  rebuilt.  New 
doors,  steps,  windows,  pews,  a  new 
most  beautiful  little  country  church- 
roof  and  electricity  were  added. 
Now  Liberty  Chapel  is  one  of  the 
es  in  any  rural  community. 

In  1949,  the  cemetery  committee 
was  appointed  and  this  old  ceme¬ 
tery  was  cleaned,  grass  planted,  and 
a  power  mower  bought  to  keep  this 
old  burying  ground  a  place  of  nat¬ 
ural  beauty. 

Every  first  Sunday  in  May,  an 
old-fashioned  home  coming  and  bas¬ 
ket  dinner  brings  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  all  walks 
of  life  meeting  here  for  an  annual 
homecoming. 

A  lovely  educational  building  was 
erected  and  now  this  plays  an  im¬ 
portant  role  in  the  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of 
the  pastors  who  have  served  this 
great  church  in  the  past:  W.  D.  Sta¬ 
tion,  J.  W.  Hearn,  J.  L.  J.  Shepherd, 
D.  C.  Barr,  J.  W.  Winn,  S.  H.  Whatley, 
the  Rev.  Heanie,  A.  B.  Galloway,  J.  I. 
Hoffpouir,  G.  W.  Bruce,  R.  M.  Walk¬ 
er,  William  Whatley,  J.  T.  Ashley, 
Wilson  Moore,  B.  H.  Sheppard,  Wil¬ 
liam  Van  Valkenburg,  Robert  Ran¬ 
dle,  The  Rev  Phillips,  W.  W.  Perry, 
J.  F.  McCoy,  J.  G.  L.  Brown,  G.  D. 
Percell,  W.  W.  Lantrip,  A.  C.  Flow¬ 
ers,  W.  E.  Aitken,  R.  H.  Harper, 
C.  B.  Powell,  A.  D.  Lemmons,  R.  W. 
Faulk,  G.  W.  Dameron,  Bryon  Rob¬ 
erts,  E.  C.  Duffranee,  R.  L.  Nease, 
Mrs.  Anna  Ruth  Nuttall,  Clyde 
Shaw,  Rev.  Ragsdale,  Conrad  Nu¬ 
gent,  R.  E.  Walton,  Clark  Bell  and 
at  this  time,  Rev.  Sam  Holladay. 


Seek  Prayer 
Groups  In  All 
State  Capitals 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  pro¬ 
gram  to  establish  weekly  prayer 
breakfast  groups  in  every  one  of  the 
nation’s  50  state  capitals  to  which 
legislators  and  public  officials  will 
be  invited  was  launched  here  by 
International  Christian  Leadership. 

Dr.  Abraham  Vereide,  veteran 
leader  of  the  ICL,  said  such  prayer 
groups  are  now  functioning  in  about 
15  state  capitals,  and  several  gov¬ 
ernors  regularly  attend. 

The  ICL  also  took  action  at  its  an- 


E  &  R  Members 
Gave  $686,050  for 
Overseas  Needy 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS) — Members 
of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church  gave  $686,050  in  1958  to  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on 
World  Service  for  the  relief  of  over¬ 
seas  needy,  according  to  a  report 
made  here. 

Dr.  Reginald  H.  Helfferich,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  the  commission, 
said  the  total  represented  114.3  per 
cent  of  the  relief  agency’s  goal  for 
last  year. 

He  told  a  meeting  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  that  if  the  value  of  used  cloth¬ 
ing  and  other  gifts  were  included, 
the  total  contributed  would  exceed 
a  million  dollars. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  total 
commission  contributions  went  to 
ecumenical  agencies  in  the  relief 
field.  These  included:  Church  World 
Service,  $226,852;  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Inter-Church 
Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees,  $51,- 
100;  Heifer  Project,  $44,393;  Agri¬ 
cultural  Missions,  $2,000;  and  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement  projects, 
$1,500. 

“National  governments  and 
churches  are  aware  that  there  are 
no  strings  attached  to  our  gifts,” 
Dr.  Helfferich  said,  “so  they  accept 
American  help  with  grace  and  ap¬ 
preciation.” 

Stressing  that  the  need  for  world¬ 
wide  relief  is  greater  than  ever,  he 
said  that  American  gifts  are  accept¬ 
ed  abroad  “with  good  feeling  and 
appreciation.” 

“Ours  is  one  area  of  international 
experience  where  we  are  discover¬ 
ing  that  Americans  are  not  hated,” 
he  said. 

The  relief  official  announced  he 
will  leave  in  July  for  a  tour  of 
southeast  Asia  to  survey  needs  in 
that  area. 

31.8  Per  Cent 
Of  Churches 
Have  Libraries 

New  York  (RNS)— Nearly  one- 
third  of  all  Protestant  churches  in 
the  United  States  have  libraries, 
according  to  a  survey  by  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Herald,  nondenominational 
monthly  magazine  published  here. 

The  study  showed  that  31.8  per 
cent,  or  63,000  Protestant  congre¬ 
gations  maintain  libraries  at  pres¬ 
ent.  Results  of  the  survey  were  re¬ 
ported  in  Publishers’  Weekly,  a  book 
trade  publication. 

That  church  libraries  appear  to 
be  a  rapidly  growing  trend  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  finding  that  12.3  per 
cent  of  all  parish  book  centers  are 
less  than  a  year  old. 

Religious  books  head  the  lists  of 
purchases  for  these  collections.  Sec¬ 
ond  largest  classification  is  chil¬ 
dren’s  books.  Also  represented  are 
general  fiction  and  nonfiction  titles. 

Largest  source  of  church  library 
books  is  “gifts  from  members  and 
friends,”  accounting  for  31.1  per 
cent  of  acquisitions,  the  study 
showed. 


nual  convention  here  to  expand  a 
program  of  weekend  retreats  for 
businessmen  and  government  lead¬ 
ers.  Such  annual  retreats  will  be¬ 
come  a  feature  of  the  existing 
prayer  breakfast  and  luncheon 
groups. 
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Reviews  and 
Ratings  of 
Current  Films 


By  Protestant  Motion 
Picture  Council 

(*)  SLEEPING  BEAUTY  (Walt 
Disney  Prod.  Buena  Vista  Release). 
“The  Sleeping  Beauty”  fairy  tale 
which  has  peopled  the  imagination 
of  children  through  many  genera¬ 
tions  and  in  many  places,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  version,  comes 
to  life  as  if  lifted  from  pages  of 
vivid  illustrations.  With  the  help  of 
the  Disney  Studios’  techniques  in 
drawing,  animation,  color,  sound 
and  multitudinous  effects,  it  is  a 
beautiful  production.  Fantasy  knows 
no  bounds,  magic  has  full  sway  and 
imagination  runs  riot.  Passages  of 
Tchaikowsky’s  music  for  the  “Sleep¬ 
ing  Beauty”  ballet  adds  artistic 
touches.  The  good  fairies  appear  to 
be  motherly  souls  with  human  traits 
and  the  bad  fairy  Maleficent  oozes 
wickedness  in  a  semi-sophisticated 
way  so  that  her  minions  who  are  to 
inspire  horror  and  fear  would  not 
have  ill  effects  upon  small  children. 
(The  young  ones  we  questioned 
loved  the  dragon,  the  jet-like  flames 
and  the  weird  creatures).  There  are 
twittering  birds,  mysterious  forests, 
fantastic  castles  to  absorb  attention. 
The  Princess  is  beautiful,  the  Prince 
is  really  charming  and  brave.  His 
steed  is  among  the  most  understand¬ 
ing,  good  humored  horses  we  have 
met.  “Good  time  is  had  by  all.” 

Family 

»  *  » 


(*)  GRAND  CANYON  (Walt  Dis¬ 
ney  Production.  Buena  Vista  Re¬ 
lease).  Ferde  Grofe’s  descriptive 
“Grand  Canyon”  suite  is  illustrated 
by  beautiful  Technicolor  photogra¬ 
phy  of  this  famous  canyon  of  the 
Colorado  river.  Filmed  at  various 
times  of  day  and  at  different  sea¬ 
sons,  the  deep  cleft  is  shown  in  all 
of  its  grandeur  and  in  many  moods, 
following  the  musical  score  it  in¬ 
spired  in  the  first  place — whether  it 
be  the  swiftly  eddying  river  or  the 


Church  Furniture 


EQUIPMENT  &  FIXTURES 


ALL  TYPES  OF  FURNITURE 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH!  including- 


•  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 

•  FOLDING  BANQUET  TABLES 

•  FOLDING  CHAIRS 


CUSTOM  DESIGNS  FOR 
ALL  DENOMINATIONS! 


QUALITY  MATERIALS 
AND  CONSTRUCTION! 

•  FREE  ESTIMATES  • 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  CATALOG 

CENTRAL 

MFG.  &  SALES  CO. 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 


Methodists  Face  Old  Problem  Now 
Grown  More  Acute ;  How  to  Organize 


With  the  General  Conference  (scheduled  for  Denver  from  April  27  to 
May  11,  1960)  just  a  short  time  away,  Methodists  are  again  faced  with  the 
old  problem  of  how  to  organize  themselves  to  get  the  maximum  effective¬ 
ness  as  a  church. 


But  that  old  problem  is  more  acute  today,  points  out  Fred  R.  Zepp  in 
the  May  issue  of  TOGETHER  magazine,  because  of  the  action  which  the 
report  of  the  Commission  to  Study  the  Jurisdictional  System  is  sure  to  call 
forth. 

The  question  of  the  need  for  a  study  of  the  entire  jurisdictional  system 
was  urged  by  the  bishops  as  early  as  the  1952  General  Conference.  But  it 
wasn  t  until  the  1956  Conference  that  a  commission  of  70  members,  repre¬ 
senting  all  geographical  regions,  was  actually  created. 

Since  then,  the  Commission  has  been  probing  into  the  relationship  of 
bishops  to  the  General  Conference;  the  programs  and  objectives  of  each 
jurisdiction;  reports  that  the  jurisdictional  system  may  be  out  of  date;  the 

— - -  strength 

high  peaks  of  red  rocks.  The  animals 
met  “on  the  trail,”  small  rodents, 
pouncing  mountain  lion,  slithering 
snake,  panached  skunk,  the  deer  at 
a  pool  and  the  great  eagle  survey¬ 
ing  his  domain — all  are  of  special 
interest.  It  is  in  the  majesty  of  the 
skies  that  the  magnificence  of  Na¬ 
ture  is  realized,  in  scudding  clouds, 
pale  winter  sun,  regal-hued  sunsets 
and  furious  cloudbursts.  This  is  a 
masterpiece,  even  though  it  lasts 
less  than  30  minutes. 


of  local-church  ties  with 
churches  overseas;  and  the  question 
of  whether  a  separate,  segregated 
Central  Jurisdiction  should  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  report  is  due,  points  out  Mr. 
Zepp,  at  least  three  months  before 
General  Conference  opens.  That  fix¬ 
es  January  27,  I960,,  as  the  final 
deadline.  Although  no  one  knows 
what  this  report  will  show,  it  is 
certain  to  be  one  of  the  hottest  top¬ 
ics  before  the  General  Conference. 


It  is  necessary,  points  out  Mr. 
Zepp,  for  the  church  in  this  age  of 
organization  to  keep  its  eye  on  an 
organization  that  will  meet  the 
problems  of  the  times  and  yet  avoid 
a  too-cumbersome  bureaucracy. 

“We  must  keep  in  mind,”  he 
writes,  “that  Methodism  is  a  large 
church  and  its  membership  is  in¬ 
creasing.  If  the  organizational  mood 
prevails,  Methodism,  some  are  say¬ 
ing,  may  become  the  slave  of  sta¬ 
tistics.  That  trend  would  insist  on 
words  instead  of  deeds,  high-sound¬ 
ing  ethical  phrases  in  the  midst  of 
mediocre  ethical  conduct.  It  would 
defer  until  ‘God’s  time’  the  decisions 
we  ought  to  make  now. 

“Such  a  trend  would  take  the 
church  away  from  the  daily  needs 
of  its  members  and  give  it  to  mind 
and  organizational  controllers.  This 
would  be  a  denial  of  the  best  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Methodism  and  of  the  best 
interests  of  its  members.” 

Of  course,  the  final  decision  rests 
in  the  hands  of  the  traditional  ar¬ 
biter  of  all  issues,  John  Q.  Method¬ 
ist.  It  is  going  to  be  up  to  him  to 
make  his  voice  heard  through  the 
men  he  elects  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  to  represent  him  at  the  next 
General  Conference. 


Family 

*  *  * 

THE  BLACK  ORCHID  (Ponti- 
Gerosi  Production.  Paramount  Re¬ 
lease).  A  man  and  a  woman,  both 
widowed,  with  responsibilities  from 
previous  unhappy  marriages,  fall  in 
love  and  meet  many  obstacles  be¬ 
fore  the  way  is  cleared  for  a  happy 
and  plausible  ending.  Since  this  is 
built  up  against  a  background  of 
American-Italian  family  life  and 
neighborhood,  those  involved  are 
highly  emotional  people  who  take 
their  love  and  losses  deeply  and 
their  joys  exuberantly.  All  is  in 
character  and  well  played.  That  the 
woman  is  the  widow  of  a  gangster 
emphasizes  social  implications  to  be 
resolved.  Both  persons  have  each 
a  child  posing  a  different  problem 
before  a  family  can  be  successfully 
established.  They  admit  their  short¬ 
comings,  find  their  help  in  religion 
in  a  natural  way.  Family  relation¬ 
ships  are  sympathetically  shown.  A 
generous  amount  of  humor  lightens 
the  somber  parts  of  the  story. 

Adults — Mature  Young  People 
*  *  * 

THE  YOUNG  LAND  (C.  V.  Whit¬ 
ney  Production.  Columbia  Release). 
The  young  land  is  California  in  1848, 
after  its  purchase  from  Mexico  by 
the  U.S.  and  the  plot  of  this  western 
melodrama  is  concerned  with  its 
laws,  their  enforcement,  a  test  of 
justice  and  a  demonstration  in  de¬ 
mocracy.  Adults — Young  People 
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The  New  OFFICIAL 
MARRIAGE  MANUALS 


Yes,  order  your  copies  now  of  the  Official  Marriage  Manuals 
of  the  Methodist  Church — don’t  delay  another  minute.  Have 
them  ready  for  your  summer  weddings. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  your  church  has  for  you  Official  Marriage 
Manuals  for  pastors  and  engaged  couples. 

Ministers  everywhere  are  already  using  these  manuals  and 
finding  them  indispensable  in  their  work  of  marriage  counseling. 


THE  PASTOR’S  MANUAL 

FOR  PREMARITAL  COUNSELING 

Authorized  by  the  195(1  General  Conference 
— to  help  you  In  your  important  task  of 
counseling  couples  about  to  be  married. 
Eight  chapters  tell  you  about: 

•  Premarital  Instruction 

•  The  Essentials  of  a  Good  Pastor- 
Counselor 

•  The  First  Interview 

•  Religion,  Work,  Family  Business 

•  The  Intimate  Matters  in  Marriage 

•  The  Meaning  and  Significance  of  the 
Ritual 

•  Further  Helps  for  the  Pastor 

Consultants  are  Dr.  Lester  Bellwood.  Dr. 
Glenn  W.  Burton,  Bishop  Matthew  Clair. 
Jr.  and  many  other  well-known  authorities. 
(AP)  . postpaid,  $1.50 

IN  HOLY  MATRIMONY 

Designed  for  pastors  to  give  to  engaged 
couples  when  they  come  to  confer  with  him 
in  preparation  for  marriage.  Provides  a 
strong  Christian  interpretation  of  marriage, 
along  with  certain  basic  facts  and  guidance 
— ranging  from  the  importance  of  common 
interests  to  what  one  does  about  paying 
the  church  janitor.  Includes  a  wedding 
certificate  and  information  blanks.  Con¬ 
sultants  are  Dr.  David  Eitzen,  Bishop  Roy 
Short,  Bishop  Hazen  Werner  and  others. 


Each . postpaid,  90c 

Six  . postpaid,  $4.50 

Dozen . postpaid,  $9.00 


Let  us  tell  you  how  you  can  still 
apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  pol¬ 
icy  to  help  take  care  of  final  ex¬ 
penses  without  burdening  your 
family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept.  L407C,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri. 
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_  copies  (y)  of  the  Supply  Catalog,  Free 
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Add  state  sales  tax  where  it  applies 
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Nashville,  417  Church  St. 


Page  Fourteen 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Obituary 

YORK  —  The  Rev.  J.  W.  York 
died  in  his  home  in  Verona,  Miss, 
at  9:45  p.m.  March  13th  after  hav¬ 
ing  sustained  a  heart  attack  that 
morning.  The  funeral  was  held  in 
Friendship  Methodist  Church  near 
Fulton  the  following  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  with  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Daven¬ 
port,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Jones  and  the 
Rev.  George  R.  Williams  officiating. 

Rev.  Mr.  York  is  survived  by  his 
wife;  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Roy  A. 
Grisham,  Cleveland,  Mrs.  K.  I. 
Tucker,  Amory,  and  Mrs.  John  Cru- 
baugh,  Fulton;  one  son,  the  Rev. 
George  O.  York,  Lake  Providence, 
La.;  two  brothers,  Willie  and  Mar¬ 
vin  York  of  Dorsey,  Miss.;  a  sister, 
Miss  Roxie  York  of  Fulton. 

Just  a  few  moments  before  he 
breathed  his  last,  Mr.  York  was 
thinking  of  a  revival  which  he  held 
in  the  Eupora  Methodist  Church 
some  years  ago.  He  said  to  those  by 
his  bedside  that  he  was  thinking  of 
a  text  he  had  used  in  one  of  the 
services,  “And  Enoch  walked  with 
God  and  he  was  not  for  God  took 
him.”  After  quoting  the  text  Broth¬ 
er  York  quietly  slipped  away.  God 
had  called  him  home. 

Some  years  ago  after  Mr.  York 
had  retired  from  the  active  minis¬ 
try,  he  served  for  six  years  as  a  re¬ 
tired  supply  of  the  Toccopola 
Charge.  The  people  in  the  several 
churches  of  the  charge  appreciated 
and  loved  him  for  his  faithfulness 
as  a  pastor  and  his  great  preaching. 
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THE  TRIP  OF  BEGINNINGS 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
mothness,  but  also  for  the  works  of 
art  adorning  it. 

Luckily  we  arrived  in  Rome  on 
a  Sunday,  so  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  find  ourselves  among  the 
thousands  of  people  waiting  for  the 
appearance  of  Pope  John  XXIII. 
We  waited  for  several  moments  and 
finally  this  revered  head  of  Catholi¬ 
cism  appeared  and  blessed  the  wait¬ 
ing  crowd.  This  seemed  like  a  per¬ 
fect  benediction  to  our  visit  of  this 
great  cathedral  within  the  sacred 
Vatican  City. 

Spain  is  known  for  its  bullfights, 
so  naturally  the  tour  included  the 
“ring  of  the  toro”.  Even  being  in 
this  big  arena  which  houses  this 
dangerous  and  exciting  sport,  gives 
one  a  thrill.  The  chapel  and  modern 
hospital  within  the  arena  give  a 
grim  hint  as  to  what  dangers  can 
befall  the  unwary  bullfighter. 

By  far  the  most  magnificent 
building  in  all  Spain,  though,  is  the 
Royal  Palace  in  Madrid.  Two  thou¬ 
sand,  five  hundred  indescribable 
rooms,  each  one  costing  countless 
thousands  of  dollars,  boast  some  of 
the  finest  decorative  splendor  of 
the  world.  Mosaics,  fine  tapestry, 
great  works  of  art,  on  canvas  and 
mural,  marble  and  gold  statues  and 
statuettes,  and  thousands  of  price¬ 
less  relics  lie  in  wait  for  the  next 
king  of  Spain. 

Finally — Paris — the  city  of  lights. 
How  can  one  imagine  the  mammoth 
Eifel  Tower  unless  it  is  perceived 
by  one’s  own  sight?  The  awe-inspir¬ 
ing  Notre  Dame  Cathedral,  one  of 
the  world’s  most  famed  and  historic 
sight,  towers  over  this  city  which 
once  saw  the  power  of  Napolean 
marching  in  its  wide  boulevards, 
but  now  has  only  the  giant  Arch  of 
Triumph  to  remind  itself  of  those 
mighty  days.  The  tomb  of  the  “Lit¬ 
tle  Emperor”  is  a  principal  tourist 
attraction,  as  is  the  Louvre  Museum, 
but  Paris  glories  more  in  her  gay 
and  romantic  present  than  she  does 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

An  “SOS”  has  been  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Missions,  Methodist 
Church,  for  two  experienced  doc¬ 
tors  who  are  willing  to  go  for  six 
months  or  a  year  to  work  in  two 
Methodist  hospitals  in  Africa.  One 
need  is  for  a  general  practitioner 
to  work  six  months  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  Mission  Hospital  in  Ganta,  Li¬ 
beria.  The  other  is  for  a  surgeon, 
experienced  in  obstetrics  and  gyne¬ 
cology,  to  work  for  a  year  at  the 
Methodist  Hospital  at  N  y  a  d  i  r  i. 
Southern  Rhodesia.  “Both  of  these 


her  past. 

The  greatest  city  of  them  all, 
though,  came  into  view  fifteen  hours 
hours  after  our  flight  disembarked 
from  Paris.  It  had  been  a  wonderful 
trip,  but  America  is  our  home,  and 
there  is  no  place  like  home. 


are  definitely  emergency  needs,” 
says  Dr.  Harold  N.  Brewster,  New 
York,  medical  secretary  of  the 
Board  (150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York 
11,  N.  Y.). 

American  religious  and  voluntary 
organizations  contributed  $128,769,-. 
000  worth  of  relief  and  rehabilita¬ 
tion  supplies  to  persons  overseas 
during  the  fiscal  year  of  1958,  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  State  has  an¬ 
nounced.  Total  shipments  made 
under  the  auspices  of  the  volun¬ 
tary  agencies  were  691,973  tons  dur¬ 
ing  the  fiscal  year,  which  ended 
June  30,  1958.  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ, 
distributed  $17,700,000  worth  of 
food,  clothing  and  medical  supplies; 
Catholic  Relief  Services  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Welfare  Conference 
distributed  $79,400,000  in  supplies, 
and  Lutheran  World  Relief  sent 
$8,700,000  worth  of  goods  abroad, 
the  Department  estimated. 
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Has  your  Building  Committee  considered  the 
aesthetic  values  of  modern  timber  design? 
Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine,  through  laminated 
beams  and  arches,  offers  exciting  new  architectural 
combinations  that  create  handsome  vaulted  effects 
of  unequalled  charm — and  economy.  Why  not 
check  with  your  architect  and  see  just  how  Regis¬ 
tered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  can  be  of  great  service 
to  your  congregation  and  to  your  com¬ 
munity! 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

w.  W.  Reid 


Our  Freedoms 

By  Dr.  J.  B.  Kelley 


A  Sociologist  Looks 
At  Rural  America 

The  rural  minister  of  tomorrow 
should  be  trained  to  understand  the 
social  composition  of  his  community, 
and  to  organize  its  people  to  serve 
all  the  widening  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity;  and  the  program  of  the 
rural  church  must  be  adapted  to 
serve  all  those  needs.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Lively, 
rural  sociologist  of  the  University 
of  Missouri,  expressed  to  church 
leaders  recently  in  Kansas. 

Dr.  Lively  points  out  that  in  rural 
America  the  church  has  traditional¬ 
ly  served:  to  give  its  people  a  sense 
of  unity  and  confidence  in  relations 
wtih  God;  to  stabilize  and  enforce 
mores  and  uphold  the  moral  law; 
to  assist  the  wayward  back  to  good 
social  standing;  to  give  a  sense  of 
security  in  times  of  crisis;  and  to 
minister  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
These — except  for  ministering  to  the 
poor,  now  largely  taken  over  by 
government  —  remain  the  functions 
of  the  rural  churches. 

But  the  growth  of  population,  the 
mechanical  -  industrial  revolution, 
the  growth  of  communication  (both 
transportation  and  audio-visual)  is 
lessening  the  difference  between 
rural  and  urban  cultures. 

“Rural  people  are  rapidly  becom¬ 
ing  familiar  with  city  life,”  Dr. 
Lively  notes.  “But  if  the  rural  pop¬ 
ulation  is  being  urbanized,  so,  also, 
is  the  urban  population  being  rural¬ 
ized.  The  tremendous  volume  of  mi¬ 
gration,  chiefly  of  rural  youth,  from 
rural  to  urban  areas  would  of  itself 
make  some  impression  upon  the  ur¬ 
ban  scene  .  .  .  With  all  this  freedom 
of  mobility  and  exchange  of  culture 
between  rural  and  urban  areas,  a 
certain  sorting  of  population  and 
cultural  traits  seems  to  be  occur¬ 
ring  .  .  .  We  seem  to  be  developing 
a  sophisticated,  ambivalent,  type  of 
personality  that  is  equally  at  home 
in  either  the  rural  or  urban  environ¬ 
ment.” 

The  Doctor  notes  four  major 
changes  that  are,  as  a  result,  taking 
place  in  the  small  communities — 
changes  that  must  be  understood 
and  faced  by  the  rural  church.  Maj¬ 
or  is  the  industrialization  of  agri¬ 
culture.  “The  application  of  me¬ 
chanical  devices  to  farming  process¬ 
es,  the  availability  of  rapid .  com¬ 
munication  and  transportation,  has 
transformed  the  traditional  farmer 
into  a  man  who  can  take  his  place 
alongside  the  villager  and  city  man. 

“The  decrease  in  farm  population 
due  primarily  to  fewer  young  per¬ 
sons  entering  farming,  and  the  flight 
of  youth  from  the  villages  because 
of  employment  scarcity,  has  brought 
profound  change  in  the  composition 
of  the  rural  population.  First  there 
exists  a  marked  scarcity  of  young 
persons  in  the  upper  ’teens  and  in 
the  twenties.  This  tends  to  slow  the 
tempo  of  the  rural  community.  Sec¬ 
ond,  because  of  fewer  youth  in  the 
community,  and  a  longer  expectan¬ 
cy  of  life  for  all,  there  is  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  and  proportion  of  senior 
citizens  .  .  . 

“Because  of  the  lengthening  ex¬ 
pectancy  of  life,  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  infirmities  of  advanced  age,  the 
problems  of  health  and  welfare  of 
older  people  have  come  into  promi¬ 
nence  in  recent  years.  A  dispropor- 


Of  the  millions  of  people  on  this 
earth,  no  two  persons  are  alike.  Yet 
race,  nationality,  cultural  back¬ 
ground,  and  common  interests  may 
be  the  characteristics  on  which  peo¬ 
ple  are  grouped.  However,  in  this 
world  one  may  find  such  groups  as 
“Strong  People”  who  can  and  do 
reason  their  way  to  rather  sensible 
views  of  incidents,  situations,  and 
problems  that  confront  man  today. 
A  second  group  are  those  “Very 
Earnest  and  Honest  People”  who 
cannot  bring  themselves  to  compro¬ 
mise  their  ideas  and  ideals  in  this 
changing  world.  These  conservative 
people  have  deep  convictions,  are 
not  too  broad-minded,  yet  they  hon¬ 
estly  and  earnestly  resist  a  change 
of  mind.  Then,  the  “Extremist”  or 
“narrow-minded  people”  have  their 
own  convictions  usually  based  on 
insecurity,  injustice,  and  selfishness. 
Their  emotions  direct  their  behav¬ 
ior,  and  this  group  do  not  control 
their  emotions.  A  last  group,  the 
“Non-Thinkers,”  are  easily  led  and 
quickly  demoralized.  They  lack  the 
intellectual  vigor  of  the  first  group, 
the  moral  convictions  of  the  sec¬ 
ond,  and  are  the  tools  for  the  third 
group.  Yet  all  may  enjoy  the  free¬ 
doms  at  a  price,  a  carrying  charge, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  is  high. 

Bought  at  a  price  costly  to  some 
and  quite  reasonable  to  others  are 
these  freedoms.  Our  Political  Free¬ 
dom  is  based  on  the  principle  of 
Christianity  and  set  forth  to  us  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
That  these  rights  may  be  assured, 
governments  are  instituted.  Politi¬ 
cal  freedom  was  bought  for  us  by 
the  lives  of  our  forefathers,  our 
fathers,  and  our  brothers.  It  is  guar¬ 
anteed  to  us  by  the  writers  of  our 


tionately  large  number  of  senior 
citizens  are  located  in  the  villages 
which,  generally  speaking,  are  poor¬ 
ly  equipped  to  meet  many  of  their 
important  needs,  such  as  medical 
service.  .  . 

“Finally,  the  rural  community 
has  experienced  a  genuinely  spec¬ 
tacular  rise  in  level  of  living,  in 
formal  education,  and  in  general  so¬ 
phistication.  With  the  increasing 
proportion  of  youth  completing  high 
school  and  college,  the  adult  popu¬ 
lation  under  fifty  will  rapidly  raise 
its  formal  educational  level  in  the 
years  immediately  ahead.” 

One  of  the  functions  of  the  church 
through  the  centuries  has  been  to 
serve  the  people  in  times  of  crises 
and  in  unsettled  periods  of  history, 
Dr.  Lively  continues.  “Today,  the 
crises  facing  the  American  people 
are  not  the  dangers  of  flood  and 
famine;  they  are  cultural  and  intel¬ 
lectual  in  nature.  The  crying  need 
is  for  better  understanding  and  lead¬ 
ership  to  save  mankind  from  be¬ 
coming  lost  in  a  milieu  of  social  and 
cultural  change  that  we  neither 
understand  nor  know  how  to  con¬ 
trol.  In  the  rural  community,  the 
minister  is  in  a  strategic  position  both 
to  educate  and  to  lead  the  people. 
It  is  regrettable  that  our  rural  min¬ 
isters,  on  the  average,  are  less  well 
educated  than  our  urban  ministers. 
It  should  not  be  so,  for  they  are 
needed  to  counsel  and  instruct, 
pointing  the  way  that  the  people 
must  travel  in  order  to  reach  goals 
of  achievement  and  ultimate  peace.” 


Dr.  J.  B.  Kelley  is  Associate 
Professor  of  Education  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University  and  teacher 
of  the  Woodland  Class  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 


Constitution.  It  is  preserved  to  our 
children  by  the  common  sense  of 
man  and  the  love  and  respect  for 
the  dignity  of  man.  Political  free¬ 
dom  will  exist  in  generations  to 
come  if  our  children  live  by  the 
13th  Chapter  of  First  Corinthians. 
However,  this  freedom  cannot  last 
without  the  second  freedom. 

Social  Freedom,  a  legal  and  moral 
freedom,  includes  rights,  privileges, 
and  responsibilities  of  the  individ¬ 
ual.  The  ideals  of  Christianity  have 
been  our  heritage  since  the  time  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Moses,  Je¬ 
sus,  Calvin,  Luther,  Wesley,  As- 
bury,  and  other  great  religious  lead¬ 
ers  of  recent  and  present  times. 
With  these  ideals  have  come  the 
rights  of  man  as  a  social  freedom. 
The  right  to  live,  and  to  earn  a  liv¬ 
ing,  has  been  an  ever  constant 
struggle,  though  all  men  profess  to 
believe  it.  Freedom  from  political 
and  religious  directives  and  group 
pressures  were  assured  to  us  at  the 
birth  of  our  nation.  The  right  to 
participate  in  and  express  our  ideas 
of  local,  state,  and  national  issues 
was  dedicated  to  us  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  Religious  liberty  has  been 
ours  since  our  colonial  fathers  met 
in  Constitutional  Conventions  prior 
to  the  Thirteen  States  becoming  a 
United  States.  The  right  to  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  education,  tax-supported, 
non-sectarian  in  nature,  and  free  of 
all,  was  legalized  by  the  states  of 
this  America  from  about  1810  to 
1875.  The  right  to  respect  and  be 
respected  has  always  been  ours.  The 
‘rights  of  social  freedom  are  legal, 
and  they  offer  many  privileges. 
Someone  has  said,  “We  have  an 
arm-load  of  social  privileges.”  (One 
is  sometime  prone  to  wonder  if  we 
have  more  than  we  can  carry.)  They 
include:  the  privilege  to  vote,  to 
work,  to  play,  to  pray,  and  to  serve 
God.  The  age  of  a  person  does  not 
take  away  his  privilege  to  attend 
school,  to  express  his  ideas,  to  dif¬ 
fer  with  the  majority,  and  to  love 
and  respect  his  fellow  man.  Our 
privileges  are  unlimited  so  long  as 
they  do  not  interfere  with  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  others.  This  fron¬ 
tier  philosophy  was  the  teaching  of 
the  young  man  of  Galilee.  Social 
freedom  incurs  some  responsibilities 
on  the  individual.  He  must  assume 
the  responsibility  to  be  strong,  open- 
minded,  act  upon  reliable  evidence, 
and  seek  the  sensible,  reasonable, 
Christian-like  solution  to  social,  eco¬ 
nomic,  political,  and  moral  prob¬ 
lems.  There  is  a  responsibility  to 
the  weak  and  a  concern  for  the 
minority  that  rest  squarely  on  the 
shoulders  of  each  of  us.  Sacrifice  to 
help  others  less  fortunate  is  a  duty 
for  all  mankind.  Social  freedom  is 
based  on  the  attitude  of  humble¬ 
ness,  love,  faith,  and  charity.  The 
greatest  of  these  is  love. 

The  first  two  freedoms  owe  their 
existence  and  expedient  applications 
to  Religious  Freedom,  a  Christian 
liberty.  Religious  freedom  is  found¬ 
ed  on  Christian  experiences  stem- 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 

of  a  commercial  advertisement,  il¬ 
lustrated  by  a  series  of  silly  pictures. 
Every  one  who  owns  a  TV  set  has 
heard  and  seen  the  same.  And  re¬ 
cently  they  have  started  bombard¬ 
ing  our  subconscious  mind  with 
sales  suggestions  that  we  are  not 
aware  of  at  the  time.  There  seems 
to  be  no  escape  for  the  man  who  is 
supposed  to  have  a  little  money  to 
spend.  Come  on  and  spend  it,  be  pa¬ 
triotic,  end  the  recession,  they  say. 
Like  it  or  not  if  we  hear  the  news,  or 
a  musical  program,  or  see  the  ball 
game  we  have  to  listen  to  an  urgent 
invitation  to  buy  something.  And 
I  guess  we  ought  to  do  it  up  to  a 
point  for  that  seller  of  goods  makes 
the  program  possible. 

The  fact  is  repetition  is  necessary. 
We  are  pretty  slow  to  learn  and 
slow  to  act,  particularly  in  a  con¬ 
structive  way.  Jesus  reproved  his 
followers  for  being  slow  of  mind 
and  heart.  The  modern  preacher 
has  to  preach  over  a  hundred  ser¬ 
mons  to  get  some  people  to  hear 
one.  Then  he  has  to  use  a  variety  of 
illustrations  to  put  over  his  point,— 
maybe.  God  himself  uses  repetition. 
He  has  hung  out  the  same  life  sig¬ 
nals  for  centuries  and  still  we  mis¬ 
read  them  and  get  all  fouled  up- 
some  of  us  all  the  time  and  all  of  us 
some  of  the  time. 

In  suggesting  how  mankind  might 
be  taught  the  truths  of  life  Isaiah 
put  it  this  way:  “precept  upon  pre¬ 
cept,  line  upon  line”.  Then  he  re¬ 
peated  it  verbatim.  And  next  he 
said  the  same  thing  in  other  words: 
“here  a  little  and  there  a  little.” 

The  current  quiz  programs  show 
that  a  few  people  have  used  their 
brains  better  than  most  of  us,  and 
we  are  somewhat  ashamed  that  we 
haven’t  done  better.  The  Bible  tells 
us  that  a  few  people  learned  the 
way  of  God  so  well  that  they  are 
not  ashamed  of  it.  Paul  knew  it  so 
well  that  he  could  truthfully  say: 
“I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation.” 


ming  from  the  life,  the  death,  and 
the  risen  Christ.  The  ideals  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  have  been  carried 
onward  by  the  circuit  riders,  brave 
fathers  and  mothers,  men  of  vision 
and  faith,  and  by  the  One  who  suf¬ 
fered  unto  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cru¬ 
cified,  dead,  and  buried,  but  arose 
from  the  dead  to  give  us  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  religious  freedom — love. 

These  freedoms,  our  freedoms, 
depend  on  a  deep  and  abiding  Chris¬ 
tian  ideal  of  love,  the  wise  use  of 
our  knowledge,  a  respect  for  the 
dignity  and  the  rights  of  man,  and 
a  desire  that  the  products  of  our 
lives  will  be  better  than  we.  Free¬ 
dom  is  good,  it  calls  for  sacrifices, 
it  requires  sound  sense  of  values; 
but  freedom  without  love  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  thing. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Kelley 
(Associate  Prof.  Education 
Louisiana  State  University) 
Teacher — Woodland  Class 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  ASSOCIATED  CHURCH  PRESS  ELECTS  OFFICERS 
— Dr.  Benjamin  P.  Browne  of  Philadelphia,  editor  of  the  Baptist  Leader, 
an  American  Baptist  monthly,  was  elected  president  of  the  Associated 
Church  Press  at  the  group's  40th  annual  meeting  here.  Shown  left  to  right 
are:  Edwin  H.  Maynard  of  Chicago,  editor  of  The  Methodist  Story,  elected 
first  vice-president;  Dr.  Browne;  Peter  Day  of  Milwaukee,  editor  of  The 
Living  Church,  Episcopal  newsweekly,  outgoing  president;  and  Dr.  William 
B.  Lipphard  of  New  York,  editor  emeritus  of  Missions,  another  American 
Baptist  monthly,  re-elected  secretary-treasurer.  Primary  aim  of  the  ACP, 
which  comprises  156  Protestant  and  Orthodox  publications  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  is  to  stimulate  higher  standards  of  religious  journalism. 


Healing  and 

Light  In  The  Dark  Continent 

A  Report  of  Dr.  Keith  Mason's  Recent  Trip  to  Africa 


200  Attend  Meet 
On  Centenary 
Development  Fund 

More  than  200  Shreveport  busi¬ 
nessmen,  women  and  friends  of 
Centenary  college  gathered  in  the 
Moore  Student  Center  on  the  college 
campus  Tuesday  evening,  April  7  to 
learn  about  plans  for  building  a 
greater  Centenary  through  a  long- 
range  Master  Plan  of  Development. 

Dr.  Myron  Wicke,  Dean  of  South¬ 
western  University,  Georgetown, 
Texas,  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting, 
commended  Shreveport  for  its  dy¬ 
namic  and  consistent  support  of  the 
college  during  the  last  50  years. 
“There  are  hundreds  of  colleges 
across  the  nation  which  would  give 
most  anything  to  be  located  in  a 
community  like  Shreveport,”  stated 
Dr.  Wicke.  “You  have  made  Cente¬ 
nary  a  community  school.  You  have 
backed  it  enthusiastically.  You  have 
been  instrumental  in  developing  it 
into  an  excellent  liberal  arts  college. 
Shreveport  can  be  as  proud  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  as  I  know  the  college  is  of 
this  fine  community.  “A  great  chal¬ 
lenge  lies  ahead  for  both  the  college 
and  the  community.  With  the  help 
of  its  many  friends,  Centenary  can 
become  a  truly  superior  liberal  arts 
school  but  to  do  so  it  must  accom¬ 
plish  the  following:  it  must  add 
needed  additional  facilities.  It  must 
increase  its  endowment  fund  ma¬ 
terially  in  order  to  maintain  and 
expand  its  distinguished  faculty  . . . 
to  provide  lectureships,  greater 
scholarship  opportunities,  an  ex¬ 
panded  curricula  and  other  impor¬ 
tant  services  for  the  students  of 
tomorrow. 

“Centenary  will  undoubtedly  be 
called  upon  to  take  a  share  of  the 
tremendous  load  of  students  which 
will  be  applying  for  a  higher  edu¬ 
cation  during  the  next  10  to  15 
years.  It  is  my  belief  that  Cente¬ 
nary’s  bright  future  is  in  providing 
quality  education  rather  than  quan¬ 
tity.  Centenary’s  individualized  in¬ 
struction  provides  personalized  at¬ 
tention  which  is  the  keynote  for  a 
full  and  lasting  education.  In  the 
final  analysis  Centenary’s  primary 
purpose  is  to  produce  useful  citizens 
who  have  the  knowledge  and  capa¬ 
city  to  become  leaders  in  business, 
industry,  religion  and  government 
In  the  critical  years  ahead.” 

Paul  M.  Brown,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  presided  at  the 
dinner  meeting  and  gave  a  brief  re¬ 
view  of  the  history  of  Centenary. 
He  reminded  those  present  that 
“back  in  1920,  Centenary  had  a 
productive  endowment  of  $90,000 
and  total  assets  of  $426,000  but  to¬ 
day  the  college  has  an  endowment 
of  approximately  $5,000,000  and 
total  assets  of  almost  $10,000,000.” 
He  prophesied  that  the  future 
growth  and  development  of  the  col¬ 
lege  will  provide  the  finest  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  possible  for  the 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Africa  is  the  key  to  the  great 
battle  between  western  Democracy 
and  eastern  Communism,  and  all 
anti-Christian  philosophy,  said  Dr. 
Keith  Mason  at  the  weekly  church 
night  dinner  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  on  March  25. 
Dr.  Mason  had  but  recently  returned 
from  a  six-weeks  survey  of  mission 
stations  and  hospitals  in  Africa. 

“The  masses  of  Africa,”  he  said, 
“are  the  last  great  opportunity  for 
the  Church.  We  failed-  in  China 
where  we  had  hundreds  of  years  of 
opportunity,  and  the  feeling  of  the 
people  with  whom  I  talked  is  that 
we  have  a  maximum  of  ten  years 
and  a  minimum  of  five  years  for 
an  all-out  effort  in  that  great  con¬ 
tinent.” 

According  to  Dr.  Mason’s  obser¬ 
vations,  he  was  constantly  aware  of 
a  strong  anti-white  feeling.  Al¬ 
though  he  never  heard  the  mission¬ 
aries  complain  of  disease  or  a  lack 
of  physical  comfort,  or  of  being 
separated  from  loved  ones  at  home, 
they  seemed  sensitive  to  the  feeling 
against  the  whites. 

Throughout  the  Dark  Continent, 
Dr.  Mason  continued,  “people  are 


fighting  for  freedom,  which  is  a 
totally  impossible  thing  to  confer 
on  people  who  still  believe  in  witch¬ 
craft,  medicine  man  and  ‘rolling  the 
bones’  (as  one  Chicago  Bishop  ex¬ 
pressed  it),  to  decide  the  answers 
to  many  important  questions.”  It 
was  the  consensus  that  the  nations 
of  Africa  will  obtain  freedom,  “but 


Copy  furnished  by  the  Rev.  D. 
L.  Dykes,  Minister  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
La. 


they  may  well  get  it  before  they  are 
equipped  to  govern  themselves,  and 
they  may  either  destroy  each  other, 
or  go  back  to  the  jungles.” 

It  would  be  tragic  if  the  white 
man  and  the  church  should  leave 
Africa  now,  said  Dr.  Mason,  em¬ 
phasizing  the  fact  that  unless  a 
strong  effort  is  put  forth  by  Chris¬ 
tian  missions  of  all  denominations, 
and  particularly  in  the  areas  south 
of  the  Sahara  Desert,  Communism 
will  ride  in  on  the  wings  of  hyper- 
nationalism,  or  this  extreme  desire 
for  freedom.  Once  it  gains  control, 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


Meth.  Publg.  House 
Makes  Expansion 
Changes;  June  1 

Promotions  of  personnel  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City  and  Nashville  were  an¬ 
nounced  this  week  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  an  expansion  of  its 
facilities  for  a  developing  retail 
sales  and  service  program.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  was  made  by  Lovick 
Pierce,  President  and  Publisher, 
who  said  the  changes  in  personnel 
were  the  first  steps  toward  realiza¬ 
tion  of  an  expanded  program  to 
meet  an  expected  75  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  in  business  by  1975. 

At  central  headquarters  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  H.  Carl  Compton,  presently 
Manager  of  the  Kansas  City  House, 
will  become  Assistant  Manager  of 
the  Sales  Division,  top  administra¬ 
tive  unit  for  the  retail  program.  He 
will  work  directly  under  Walter  L. 
Seaman,  Vice-President  in  charge 
of  Sales.  Gerald  Battle,  Merchandise 
Manager  of  the  Sales  Division,  has 
been  named  Merchandising  Mana¬ 
ger  under  the  new  program. 

Coming  to  Kansas  City  as  House 
manager  will  be  O.  L.  Oelke,  pre¬ 
sently  manager  of  the  Detroit 
House.  C.  Malcolm  Kassell,  at  pre¬ 
sent  sales  manager  of  the  Kansas 
City  House  will  be  associate  mana¬ 
ger.  Joseph  P.  Booher,  an  employee 
of  the  book  store,  will  be  Retail 
Store  Supervisor.  Also  promoted  in 
connection  with  the  planned  expan¬ 
sion  is  Robert  Thornton,  who  has 
held  supervisory  positions  in  sever¬ 
al  departments  of  the  Kansas  City 
House.  He  will  go  to  New  York  as 
house  manager  there. 

Other  Nashville  personnel  af¬ 
fected  include  D.  B.  James,  Manager 
of  the  Nashville  Regional  House, 
who  has  been  named  Manager  of 
the  Southern  Region;  Philip  C. 
Worden,  Manager  of  the  Cokesbury 
Book  Store,  Nashville,  who  will 
manage  the  Nashville  House;  C. 
Lee  Driggs,  sales  manager  of  the 
Nashville  House,  who  will  be  sales 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  April  16- April  25  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


April  16  Ephesians  3:  1-13 

April  17  . Ephesians  3:14-21 

April  18  Ephesians  4:  1-16 

April  19  . Ephesians  4:17-24 

April  20  Ephesians  4:25-32 

April  21  Ephesians  5:  1-14 

April  22  . Ephesians  5:15-20 

April  23  . Ephesians  5:21-32 

April  24  . Ephesians  6:  1-  9 

April  25  . Ephesians  6:10-24 


Chaplains  Review 
Concern  of  350,000 
Methodist  Military 

■y^imgtomD.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
in-  military  serv- 
largest 

Annual  Conference  (Virginia:  332,- 
671)  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Add  their  dependents  who  live  on 
or  near  military  bases,  and  the 
figure  is  nearly  700,000. 

The  451  Methodist  chaplains  al¬ 
most  equal  the  number  of  ministers 
in  two  average-size  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  constant  flow  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  military  “pipe  line” — 
uprooted  from  home,  church  and 
community  —  includes  about  280 
Methodists  a  day. 

The  even  greater  number  leaving 
military  service  to  return  to  civilian 
life  includes  about  334  Methodists 
a  day — comparable  to  the  member¬ 
ship  of  an  average-size  Methodist 
church. 

These  and  similar  “areas  of  joint 
concern”  were  reviewed  here  March 
30  by  Methodist  chaplains  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Council  of  Secretar¬ 
ies. 

The  presentation  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  R.  McLaughlin, 
general  secretary  of  the  Commission 
on  Chaplains;  Chaplain  (Command¬ 
er)  Francis  L.  Garrett  of  the  staff 
of  the  Chief  of  Navy  Chaplains,  and 
Chaplain  (Lt.  Col.)  Roy  M.  Terry 
of  the  staff  of  the  Chief  of  Air 
Force  Chaplains. 

They  appealed  to  the  Council  of 
Secretaries — administrative  heads  of 
Methodist  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies — to  help  alert  Methodists  to 
their  obligations  and  opportunities 
in  serving  members  of  the  armed 
forces. 

The  local  church,  they  said, 
should  have  a  definite  program  de¬ 
signed: 

— to  provide  pre-induction  coun¬ 
seling,  and  encouragement  to  be  a 
lay  witness. 

— to  “keep  in  touch”  with  service¬ 
men  and  women  by  regular  letters, 
the  church  bulletin,  etc. 

— to  work  with  the  chaplains  and 
seek  out  the  Methodists  among  the 
military  personnel  of  nearby  bases. 

— to  welcome  back  members  re¬ 
turning  from  military  service,  as 
well  as  newcomers  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  help  them  re-establish 
their  church  life. 

At  the  general  church  level,  the 
chaplains  stressed  the  need  for  help 
in  religious  education,  especially 
study  materials  for  Methodists  and 
prospective  Methodists,  and  special 
training  in  evangelism  for  new 
chaplains. 

They  pointed  out  that  there  are 
nearly  200,000  children  alone  in 
Sunday  Schools  on  military  bases. 
Although  the  Protestants  use  a  uni¬ 
fied  curriculum,  many  Methodist 
parents  would  like  supplementary 
Methodist  materials. 

As  an  example  of  evangelistic 
possibilities,  they  reported  that  out 
of  nearly  6,000  recruits  at  a  naval 
training  station  during  a  three- 
month  period,  1411  men  said  they 
were  Methodists  or  had  a  Methodist 
preference — yet  only  774  were  ac¬ 
tually  church  members.  Before  the 
three  months  ended,  the  Methodist 
chaplain  had  won  181  on  profession 
of  faith. 


REV.  C.  H.  SNELLING,  JR. 


Eight  Methodist 
Schools  Awarded 
Federal  Grants 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Eight 
Methodist  schools  have  been  award¬ 
ed  25  federal  grants  totaling  $529,- 
250  by  the  National  Science  Foun¬ 
dation. 

The  government  grants  are  for 
support  of  basic  research,  confer¬ 
ences  and  exchange  of  information 
in  the  sciences,  and  institutes  for 
science-teacher  training,  the  foun¬ 
dation  announced. 

The  grants  to  Methodist  schools 
are  among  1,006  awards,  totaling 
$45,572,385,  made  to  institutions  for 
this  purpose  during  the  second 
quarter  of  the  1959  fiscal  year. 

Methodist  schools  receiving 
grants  are: 

Northwestern,  $214,100;  Duke, 
$175,650;  Syracuse,  $53,500;  Boston, 
$34,700;  Emory,  $23,600;  Southern 
Methodist,  $18,400;  Nebraska  Wesle¬ 
yan,  $7,300;  Pfeiffer,  $2,000. 


Why  Are  We  Here? 

The  whole  trend  of  modern 
thought  has  been  to  make  God  and 
religion  intellectually  respectable 
again.  But  the  problem  for  the  an¬ 
xious  individual  remains  what  it 
always  was:  to  make  God  real. 

Why  is  not  God  already  real  to 
Americans,  who  are  among  the  most 
churchgoing  people  in  the  world? 
Partly  because  of  the  blight  of  se¬ 
cularism  in  the  churches,  which 
have  become  just  another  valued 
branch  of  American  democratic 
culture  instead  of  its  center. 

What  used  to  be  the  minister’s 
study  is  now  his  office,  and  as  a 
busy  agent  of  the  social  gospel  he 
is  less  a  spokesman  of  God  than  a 
useful  citizen,  making  East  Over¬ 
shoe  “a  better  place  to  live.” 

— Life 


REV.  R.  K.  DE  HAINAUT 


of  Secondary  and  Higher  Education 
of  the  Methodist  board’s  Division  of 
Educational  Institutions. 

The  awards  are  named  for  re¬ 
tired  Methodist  Bishop  James  C. 
Baker,  San  Marino,  Calif.,  who  or¬ 
ganized  the  first  Wesley  Foundation 
in  1913. 

Funds  for  the  awards  come  from 
contributions  made  on  Methodist 
Student  Day,  which  is  observed  an¬ 
nually  by  Methodist  churches.  The 
awards  are  a  part  of  the  National 
Methodist  Scholarship  program. 

Mr.  DeHainaut  is  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Annual  Conference,  and  he  was  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  1955-58. 
He  is  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  West  Virginia  University 
and  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School. 

Mr.  Snelling  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
He  was  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Tulane  University, 
1953-58,  and  at  one  time  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Louisiana  State  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Tulane  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  of  Southern 
Methodist  University. 


Under  the  Influence 

The  story  goes  that  many  years 
ago  a  rich  nobleman  was  passing 
through  a  small  village  in  England, 
and  sought  in  vain  for  a  saloon. 

“How  is  it  that  I  cannot  get  a 
glass  of  liquor  in  your  wretched 
village?”  he  asked  an  old  man. 

With  a  pleased  look  in  his  eye 
the  old  man  answered:  “My  lord, 
something  more  than  a  hundred 
years  ago  a  man  named  John  Wes¬ 
ley  came  to  these  parts.” 


Two  Area  Ministers  Are  Awarded  $1,000 
Scholarships  by  Board  of  Education 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI)  —  The  Methodist  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  has  awarded  $1,000  scholarships  to  five  Methodist  ministers  for 
graduate  study  to  prepare  for  professional  leadership  of  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tions,  which  are  Methodist  student  centers  at  state  and  independent  col¬ 
leges  and  universities. 

The  recipients  of  the  awards  are  all  currently  graduate  students.  They 
are  the  Rev.  Raymond  K.  DeHainaut  and  the  Rev.  Clarence  H.  Snelling, 
Jr.,  both  at  Drew  University,  Madison,  N.  J.;  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Monk! 
Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J.;  the  Rev.  Julius  S.  Scott,  Jr.,  Boston 
University,  Boston,  Mass.;  and  the  Rev.  Peter  F.  Schneider,  Pacific  School 
of  Religion,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

All  five  will  work  toward  doctor  of  philosophy  degrees.  Mr.  Schneider 
will  probably  attend  Boston  for  his  doctoral  work.  The  others  will  remain 
in  their  present  schools. 

The  scholarships,  for  the  1959-60  school  year,  are  the  annual  Bishop 
James  C.  Baker  Awards,  said  Dr.  Everette  L.  Walker,  Nashville,  who  an¬ 
nounced  the  awards  on  April  3.  He  is  associate  director  of  the  Department 


Evangelism  Board 
Annual  Meeting 
Is  April  28-30 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)— The  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism  of  The 
Methodist  Chinch  will  have  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  April  28-30  in  Miami 
Beach,  Fla. 

Four  Methodist  Bishops  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  speakers  will  address  the 
meeting. 

The  bishops  who  will  give  ad¬ 
dresses  are  W.  Angie  Smith,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism;  Fred  P.  Cor¬ 
son,  Philadelphia,  president  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion;  Paul  N.  Garber,  Richmond, 
Va.,  chairman  of  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Christian  Higher 
Education;  and  Marvin  A.  Franklin, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  president-designate 
of  the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Among  other  speakers  will  be  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dwight  E.  Loder,  president 
of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Evan¬ 
ston,  Ill.;  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Harold 
Mohn,  Chicago,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Commission  on  Pro¬ 
motion  and  Cultivation;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  R.  McLaughlin,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Commission  on  Chap¬ 
lains;  Ray  H.  Nichols,  Vernon,  Tex¬ 
as,  president  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Lay  Activities;  and  Dr.  Harry 
Denman,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

The  board,  meeting  at  the  Roney 
Plaza  Hotel,  will  review  its  work 
of  the  last  twelve  months  and  give 
special  attention  to  planning  ahead, 
said  Dr.  Denman. 

The  board  promotes  Methodism’s 
evangelistic  work  internationally 
(in  cooperation  with  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions),  nationally,  re¬ 
gionally,  and  in  the  denomination’s 
approximately  40,000  churches.  Its 
47  members  include  seven  bishops, 
other  ministers,  and  laymen. 

A  high  point  of  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  a  dinner  on  April  28 
observing  the  beginning  of  the  25th 
anniversary  year  of  The  Upper 
Room,  daily  devotional  guide  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism.  It  has  a  circulation  of 
more  than  3,000,000  and  is  published 
in  38  editions  and  31  languages. 
Bishop  Garber  will  be  the  speaker 
for  this  occasion. 

Another  feature  will  be  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  which  the  public  is  invited  at 
White  Temple  Methodist  Church, 
Miami.  Bishop  Smith  will  address 
this  gathering. 

Immediately  after  the  board 
meeting,  the  newly  organized  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Lay  Committee  on 
Evangelism  will  meet  May  1-3  at 
the  Roney  Plaza.  About  100  Meth¬ 
odist  laymen  from  across  the  na¬ 
tion  are  expected  to  attend  the 
meeting  to  share  their  ideas  on 
evangelism  with  leaders  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  lay  committee  was  set  up  to 
“serve  as  a  wider  base  of  interest 
and  counsel  in  the  total  work  of 
evangelism,"  said  Methodist  Bishop 
W.  Earl  Ledden,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
vice-president  of  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism. 

The  national  headquarters  of  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  is  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  ASSOCIATED  CHURCH  PRESS  SESSIONS  —  One 
of  the  high  points  of  the  final  day  of  the  40th  annual  meeting  of  the  As¬ 
sociated  Church  Press  was  the  discussion  on  Church  Unity  and  the  Vatican 
which  opened  with  an  address  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  stated  clerk 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  (top).  The  panel  which 
joined  the  discussion  after  he  spoke  were  left  to  right:  Clifford  P.  More¬ 
house,  vice-president  of  The  Living  Church;  the  Rev.  Alexander  Schmem- 
man,  editor  of  St.  Vladimir's  Eastern  Orthodox  Theological  Seminary 
Quarterly;  Peter  Day,  editor  of  The  Living  Church;  Dr.  Blake;  Dr.  John 
C.  Slemp,  editor  of  Missions;  and  Dr.  G.  Elson  Ruff,  editor  of  The  Lutheran. 
Photo  below  shows  ope  of  the  typical  business  sessions  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

Protestants  Are  asked  To  Consider 
Encouraging  An  Unmarried  Clergy  Life 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS) — A  prominent  Presbyterian  minister  thinks 
Protestantism  ought  to  “think  seriously”  about  encouraging  an  unmarried 
clergy. 

Dr.  James  T.  Cleland,  dean  of  the  Chapel  at  Duke  University,  said  a 
married  minister  is  faced  with  the  choice:  “Do  a  second-rate  job  of  being  a 
minister  or  allow  your  marriage  to  suffer.” 

“I  can  understand  the  reason  for  the  Roman  Catholic  practice  of  celi¬ 
bacy  for  the  clergy,”  he  said. 


Southern  Clergy 
Told  They  Cannot 
Stay  Uncommitted 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
clergy  in  the  South  is  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  its  racial  crisis  and  cannot 
remain  “uncommitted,”  the  Rev. 
Paul  L.  Stagg  of  First  Baptist 
church,  Front  Royal,  Va.,  told  the 
Baptist  Ministers’  Conference  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  here. 

Mr.  Stagg,  is  a  native  of  the  South 
and  a  graduate  of  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Ky.  His  own  church  has  been  a 
storm  center  of  controversy  over 
school  segregation.  He  said  to  try 
remaining  on  the  sidelines  as  a  spec¬ 
tator  “is  to  become  involved  in  the 
guilt  of  irresponsibility.” 

Ministers  who  do  their  duty  in  the 
present  situation,  he  said,  “must 
seek  to  reconcile  the  conflict  —  to 
break  down  the  barriers  between 
men,  between  races,  between  class¬ 
es.” 

“It  is  difficult  for  me  to  see  how 
a  minister  can  be  involved  in  the 
problem  as  an  avowed  segregation¬ 
ist,”  he  declared.  “As  ministers  we 
are  committed  by  the  nature  of  our 
role  to  administer  God’s  work  in 
breaking  down  racial  barriers.” 

Mr.  Stagg  said  he  has  been  se¬ 
verely  criticized  for  opposing  the 
use  of  his  church  as  a  private  school. 
The  church  has  been  used,  over  his 
strong  objections,  as  a  site  of  segre¬ 
gated  “private”  classes  since  Front 
Royal’s  only  high  school  was  closed 
last  September  to  avoid  enrolling  22 
Negro  students  who  previously  at¬ 
tended  a  regional  high  school  55 
miles  away. 

But  the  clergyman  said  he  has 
not  yielded  to  any  threats  and  still 
feels  that  to  have  such  classes  in  the 
church  building  aligns  the  churches 
with  those  “who  want  to  use  it  as  a 
puppet  for  their  purposes.” 

He  urged  his  fellow  ministers  to 
work  toward  eventual  dissolution 
of  the  “caste  system  of  class  and 
race”  which  he  termed  “an  affront 
to  the  Almighty.” 

United  Lutherans 
Study  Protection 
Of  Confessional 

New  York  (RNS) — The  executive 
board  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  has  directed  the 
denomination’s  board  of  social  mis¬ 
sions  to  make  “a  thorough  study” 
of  ways  to  protect  the  confessional 
against  any  requirement  that  pastors 
disclose  confidences  in  court. 

Findings  of  the  social  missions 
unit  are  to  be  reported  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  along  with  a  proposed 
declaration  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
ULCA’s  22nd  biennial  convention  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  Oct.  13-20,  1960. 

Such  action  was  urged  by  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  32  ULCA  synods,  who 
at  their  recent  annual  meeting  in 
Cleveland,  O.,  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  a  statement  declaring  that 
"a  pastor  of  a  synod  of  the  ULCA 
shall  not  be  compelled  in  any  court 
or  to  any  public  officer,  nor  in  any 
way,  to  reveal  any  confidential  con¬ 
fessional  matters  disclosed  to  him  in 


his  professional  capacity.” 

Similar  stands  protecting  clergy¬ 
men  from  revealing  confidences 
have  been  taken  by  other  Church 
groups.  Thirty-five  states  now  have 
laws  which  protect  ministers  from 
testifying  on  confidential  informa¬ 
tion  received  from  church  members. 


Such  a  practice  does  away  with 
the  conflict  of  a  “major  loyalty”  to 
the  church  with  “minor  loyalties.” 

Dr.  Cleland,  who  is  also  a  profes¬ 
sor  of  preaching  at  Duke  University 
School,  is  married,  but  has  no  chil¬ 
dren. 

“I’m  happily  married,”  he  said, 
“but  my  wife  has  had  a  rough  time. 
Some  time  I  don’t  think  I’m  fair  to 


ACP  Editors  Oppose 
Censorship  Of 
Religious  Editions 

New  York  (RNS) — Protestant  and 
Orthodox  editors  went  on  record  as 
opposing  and  “resenting”  any  cen¬ 
sorship  of  religious  publications  in 
a  resolution  adopted  at  the  40th  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  Associated  Church 
Press  here. 

Referred  for  further  study  and 
action  to  the  group’s  156  member 
publications  in  this  country  and 
Canada,  the  resolution  registered 
the  ACP’s  “concern  and  protest  over 
the  tendency  of  governmental  agen¬ 
cies  to  hinder  the  free  flow  of  in¬ 
formation  between  the  churches  of 
the  United  States  and  other  na¬ 
tions.” 

“Responsible  editors  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  church  press  of  America,”  it 
declared,  “resent  any  and  all  cen¬ 
sorship  of  religious  publications 
whether  by  devices  which  hold  up 
the  mails  or  by  attempts  to  protect 
mature  editors  from  foreign  propa¬ 
ganda.” 

“Any  assumption  by  government 
agents  of  the  right  to  determine 
what  may  or  may  not  be  read  by 
members  of  the  Associated  Church 
Press  is  contrary  to  our  rights  as 
American  citizens,”  the  editors  said. 

They  petitioned  the  ACP  to  “reg¬ 
ister  its  concern  and  protest  to  the 
responsible  government  agencies 
over  this  stoppage  of  the  flow  of  in¬ 
formation.” 

In  another  action,  the  organization 
opposed  sending  an  American  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  Vatican.  It  said 
such  an  appointment  would  be  “a 
clear  violation  of  our  Constitution 
and  of  the  historic  principles  and 
traditions  of  our  Republic.” 

In  its  resolution,  the  ACP  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  stand  “on  the  historic 
American  principle  of  Church-State 
separation”  and  “respectfully  re¬ 
minded  those  in  authority  in  our 
government”  that  a  Vatican  ambas¬ 
sador  from  this  country  would  be 
unconstitutional. 

The  ACP  also  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  encouraging  writers  and  editors 
to  participate  in  officially  recog¬ 
nized  writing  training  programs, 
such  as  the  Christian  Writers  and 
Editors  Conference  held  annually  at 
Green  Lake,  Wis. 

It  declared  that  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  needs  of  the  religious  press  is 
the  proper  training  of  writers  in 
professional  techniques. 

Delegates  commended  Dr.  William 
B.  Lipphard  of  New  York,  ACP 
executive-secretary  and  treasurer, 
for  his  eight  years’  service  in  that 
office.  He  served  as  the  group’s 
president  from  1947-49. 

The  ACP  approved  dates  and 
place  for  its  next  three  annual  meet¬ 
ings:  April  6-8,  1960,  Washington, 
D.C.;  April  12-14,  1961,  Chicago; 
and  April  3-5,  1962,  New  York. 


her.” 

Dr.  Cleland  said  he  felt  an  unmar¬ 
ried  pastor  is  more  independent 
than  one  “committed  with  a  wife 
and  three  kids.  A  minister  to  a  great 
extent  is  a  hired  hand.”  And  one 
reason  ministers  often  lack  courage 
to  speak  forthrightly  on  some  mat¬ 
ters  is  that  they  “are  afraid  of  los¬ 
ing  their  jobs  and  bringing  discom¬ 
fort  to  their  families. 

“Marriage  doesn’t  mean  a  minis¬ 
ter  can’t  do  a  first-class  second-rate 
job,”  he  said.  “Yet,  if  he  does  a 
first-rate  job,  his  wife  and  family 
will  have  to  take  a  second-rate 
place.” 
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Physician ,  Heal  Thyself 

LAST  week  350  doctors  attending  the  American  Academy  of 
General  Practice  convention  in  San  Francisco  were  given 
routine  physical  checkups  to  see  how  fit  they  were  keeping 
themselves  while  they  practice  the  art  of  healing  among  their  pa¬ 
tients.  Results  revealed  21  cases  of  potential  dangerous  illness 
among  the  350,  including  four  cases  of  glaucoma  in  eyes,  10  suspi¬ 
cious  chest  conditions,  one  cancer,  and  three  enlarged  livers.  Con¬ 
clusions  were  that  doctors  share  the  same  tendency  that  others  have 
to  put  off  periodic  physical  examinations. 

Church  leaders  fret  from  time  to  time  about  the  lack  of  influ¬ 
ence  the  Christian  Church  has  on  a  society  that  badly  needs  an 
experience  of  the  redemptive  love  and  grace  of  God.  It  is  not  al¬ 
together  unlikely  that  spiritual  checkups  of  the  lives  of  those  of  us 
within  the  Christian  fellowship  would  show  many  of  us  need  more 
of  the  same  experience  of  redemptive  love  and  grace  of  God  that 
we  are  quick  to  prescribe  for  others.  One  cannot  question  the 
validity  or  the  need  for  all  the  marvelous  expressions  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  which  are  seen  in  ministries  of  healing,  social  work,  mis¬ 
sions,  and  evangelism,  all  a  part  of  the  great  ongoing  Christian 
movement  in  our  generation.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  necessity 
of  spiritual  physicians,  ministerial  and  lay,  subjecting  themselves 
to  spiritual  examinations  must  not  be  overlooked. 

Movies  And  Public  Wishes 

THE  November  issue  of  Parade  Magazine,  the  magazine  supple¬ 
ment  to  many  metropolitan  Sunday  newspapers,  published 
an  article  indicating  what  will  probably  be  the  bill  of  fare 
for  future  movie  goers:  sensuality,  sin  and  viocence.  According  to 
the  article’s  author,  Lloyd  Shearer,  the  movie  industry  is  making 
a  desperate  effort  to  get  back  on  a  sound  financial,  basis  by  schedul¬ 
ing  a  series  of  “shockers”  they  have  every  reason  to  believe  the 
public  will  flock  to  see  in  record  numbers.  Their  judgement  is 
based  on  past  box  office  receipts  for  movies  exploiting  themes  of 
sensuality,  sin  and  violence.  The  public  prefers  shockers,  and  movie 
industry  leaders,  according  to  Mr.  Shearer,  will  give  the  public 
what  the  public  wants. 

The  movie  industry,  just  as  all  communication  media,  has  a 
job  on  its  hands  endeavoring  to  serve  the  needs  of  all  the  people 
in  all  levels  of  society.  Any  media  which  helps  to  form  public 
opinion  on  any  subject  likewise  has  a  public  responsibility  not  to 
contribute  to  lowering  public  morality.  If  the  movie  industry  is 
to  be  called  into  judgment,  it  is  at  this  point.  If  the  production 
of  movies  are  to  be  based  on  sensuality,  sin  and  violence  for  the 
sake  of  satisfying  the  public’s  demand  for  shock,  (which  TV  is  not 
permitted  to  bring  them)  we  believe  they  are  forsaking  their  sense 
of  public  responsibility  for  the  sake  of  increased  receipts. 

However,  if  movie  industry  leaders  are  to  be  brought  under 
judgment  for  their  action  in  this  respect,  the  general  public  is  even 
more  at  fault.  Something  is  wrong  with  a  society  that  demands 
sensuality,  sin  and  violence  for  its  movie  entertainment.  As  long  as 
such  productions  are  so  luring  financially,  as  long  as  the  public 
enthusiastically  pays  to  see  them,  there  will  be  producers  willing 
to  give  what  the  public  will  pay  to  see. 

We  suspect  we  see  our  share  of  good  movies,  and  we  share  with 
many  others  appreciation  for  the  many  fine  productions  which  this 
industry  has  brought  to  the  public.  We  believe  that  on  the  whole, 
the  movie  industry  has  had  a  fine  sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
general  good  of  the  public.  We  also  believe  that  most  Americans 
would  hate  to  see  the  movie  industry  depart  from  the  good  reputa¬ 
tion  which  generations  of  good  stewardship  have  built  up.  The 


by  Jack  Hamm 

Threshold 


JOHN  5:24 


T^he  Living  Scriptures _ 

Crossing  The 


HE  THAT  HEARETH  MY  WORD,  AND 
BELIEVETH  ON  HIM  THAT  5ENT  ME, 
HATH  EVERLASTING  LIFE,  AND  SHALL 
NOT  COME  INTO  CONDEMNATION; 

IS  PASSED 


church  also  has  a  responsibility  in  helping  to  cultivate  a  sense  of 
good  taste  in  movies  and  literature  which  will  make  unprofitable 
any  ventures  in  fields  which  are  questionable  for  the  general  good 
of  all  concerned. 


Jurisdictional  Convocation  Last  Week 

ARKANSAS  and  Louisiana  Methodist  leaders  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  in  large  numbers  last  week  at  the  quadrennial  meeting 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Convocation  at  Kansas 
City.  It  is  quite  likely  that  the  two  states  were  represented  with 
about  as  large  a  number  as  have  ever  attended  any  meeting  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  or  Convocation. 

Coming  at  a  time  when  some  leaders  are  calling  into  question 
the  value  and  philosophy  of  the  Methodist  jurisdictional  system, 
we  suggest  that  it  is  very  significant  that  such  large  numbers  of 
Methodists  from  the  eight  states  of  the  jurisdiction  were  present 
for  the  program. 

The  Convocation  was  composed  of  all  members  of  jurisdictional 
boards,  commissions  and  agencies,  the  Jurisdictional  Council,  and 
certain  other  persons  invited  to  participate  because  of  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  on  an  annual  conference  level.  In  addition,  there  were 
many  visitors  from  throughout  the  jurisdiction.  Convocation  lead¬ 
ers  expressed  themselves  as  being  highly  pleased  by  the  attendance 
and  interest  in  the  convocation  proceedings  and  program. 

In  addition  to  the  large  attendance  from  our  two  states,  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  Methodism  had  several  persons  in  place  of 
leadership  in  the  convocation  program,  including  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin,  president  of  the  Jurisdictional  College  of  Bishops,  and  Dr. 
Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock,  chairman,  Jurisdictional  Council. 

Methodists  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  like  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  system  and  continue  to  make  good  and  profitable  use  of  the 
opportunities  it  affords. 
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MISS  JAN  NEWBY  was  admitted  to  Baptist 
Hospital,  Little  Rock,  on  Wednesday,  April 
8,  for  a  series  of  allergy  tests.  Miss  Newby  is 
director  of  Methodist  Information. 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  19  will  be  “Roll  Call  Day” 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe. 
After  the  11:00  a.m.  worship  service  a  “dinner 
on  the  ground”  will  be  served,  and  a  “Gospel 
Sing”  will  be  held  following  the  dinner.  Rev. 
George  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ALFRED  BROWN,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bossier  City,  was  guest 
speaker  the  week  of  April  6-10  in  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  at  Centenary  College.  He  was 
introduced  by  Lynda  Beauvais.  Special  music 
was  under  the  direction  of  William  C.  Teague, 
college  organist. 

G.  G.  EDWARDS,  a  layman  of  Curtis  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  supervised 
the  carpentry  work  in  reworking  the  altar  of 
the  church  to  provide  a  divided  chancel.  The 
work  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  Worship 
Commission.  Rev.  W.  V.  Sirman  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  TED  T.  HOWES,  pastor  of  the  Sterling- 
ton  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  evange¬ 
list  in  special  revival  services  at  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  recently.  Preceding 
the  revival  an  evangelistic  visitation  program 
was  held  with  different  captains  in  charge  of 
the  visiting  teams.  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

CHAPLAIN  HOWARD  D.  ELLZEY  writes  that 
he  has  been  reassigned  and  will  leave  Fort 
Bliss  on  May  8  for  Korea  for  a  thirteen  month 
tour.  Chaplain  Ellzey  reports  a  very  successful 
Holy  Week  with  nearly  two  thousand  present 
at  the  Easter  Sunrise  Service.  Mrs.  Ellzey  will 
be  with  her  parents  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  during 
Chaplain  Ellzey’s  absence. 

HYMNS  OF  THE  CROSS,  a  program  of  sing¬ 
ing  and  narration,  was  presented  Easter 
Sunday  night  at  the  Vidalia  Methodist  Church. 
As  the  hymns  were  sung  by  the  choir  and  con¬ 
gregation,  a  colored  filmstrip  was  shown  of 
scenes  depicting  the  hymn  stories.  Following  the 
service  the  choir  was  entertained  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  the  church  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  H. 
R.  Hine,  and  Mrs.  Hine. 

DR.  JOHN  B.  ENTRIKIN,  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  chemistry  at  Centenary  College,  was 
the  official  voting  representative  of  the  Ark- 
La-Tex  section  of  the  American  Chemical  Socie¬ 
ty  at  the  ACS  annual  convention  recently  in 
Boston,  Mass.  Dr.  Entrikin  spent  some  time  in 
New  York,  prior  to  the  start  of  the  convention, 
as  representative  of  President  Joe  J.  Mickle  on 


a  public  relations  assignment  for  the  college. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON,  who  has  recently  returned 
from  a  visit  to  Africa,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  Sunday  evening,  April  5.  Dr.  Mason 
visited  many  of  our  missions  and  hospitals.  He 
performed  a  number  of  operations  on  natives 
who  had  been  prepared  for  his  coming.  The 
service  was  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Missions.  Shelby  Smith  is  the  chairman.  Dr.  B. 
C.  Taylor  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in 
revival  services  held  at  the  Grace  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  March  8-13.  Dr.  A.  E.  Telling- 
huisen  was  director  of  music  for  the  services. 
Rev.  Henry  Blount  is  pastor  of  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Boddie  was  also  the  guest  preacher 
in  a  revival  at  the  Tallulah  Methodist  Church 
15-20.  Song  leader  and  children’s  worker  was 
the  Rev.  George  Curry,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Edwards,  Mississippi.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
William  F.  Mayo  was  in  charge  of  the  services. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Welsh,  presented  an  Easter  Cantata 
entitled,  “Hallelujah,  What  a  Savior,”  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  March  29.  Waddell  Burge  was  choir 
director,  Rev.  Don  Risinger,  pastor,  was  narrator 
and  Henry  Gillett  was  organist.  Soloists  were 
Marjorie  Notestine,  Dorothy  Ann  Risinger,  M. 
E.  Notestine,  Harry  Kyle  and  Waddell  Burge. 
The  Youth  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Waddell 
Burge,  with  Sheila  Scott  at  the  piano,  presented 
two  Easter  numbers  preceding  the  Chancel 
Choir. 

MRS.  RALEIGH  PICKARD,  missionary  to  In¬ 
dia,  was  the  featured  guest  artist  at  the  reg¬ 
ular  program  and  business  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Me¬ 
tairie,  on  Tuesday,  April  7.  Mrs.  Pickard,  follow¬ 
ing  a  brief  presentation  on  “Being  a  Missionary,” 
sang  a  program  of  music  from  the  text  of  Isaiah. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Clark  of  Bay  St.  Louis,  a  former 
member  of  the  church,  taught  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible  Study  on  Isaiah.  Rev.  Edward 
W.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MEMBERS  of  Palestine  Commandry  No.  23 
Knights  Templar  attended  evening  worship 
services  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  recently.  Durston 
Verdel,  Eminent  Commander  of  the  local  lodge 
read  the  scripture  and  J.  A.  Pierce,  Eminent 
Prelate,  led  the  prayer.  Eminent  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  for  the  state  of  Louisiana,  Hepburn  Byrd 
of  Bogalusa  and  Grand  Inspector  General  Pren¬ 
tiss  Magee  of  Franklinton  were  among  the  guests 
who  attended.  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


REV.  a.  W.  TOWNSEND,  Jr.,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  for  Holy  Week  Services  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Zwolle.  During  the  week  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Townsend  showed  pictures  of  his  trip  to 
South  America.  On  Easter  Sunday  a  member¬ 
ship  class  of  six  were  received  into  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church.  Directing  the  song  services 
was  W.  W.  Holmes,  Choir  Director  for  the  church 
with  Mrs.  Garrett  Walsh  as  organist  and  Mrs. 
J.  O.  Kimbrell,  Jr.,  as  pianist.  Rev.  W.  T.  Hall, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SPECIAL  EVANGELISTIC  SERVICES  were 
held  each  evening  Wednesday  through  Fri¬ 
day  the  week  following  Easter  at  the  Vidalia 
Methodist  Church.  Visiting  preachers  for  the 
services  were  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson,  Winnsboro, 
on  Wednesday;  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton,  First  Church, 
Monroe,  on  Thursday,  and  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  of 
Rayville  on  Friday.  Sunday  morning,  April  5, 
Rev.  J.  T.  Harris,  superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District,  delivered  the  message  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  A  covered  dish  luncheon  was 
served  at  noon  and  Fourth  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  2:00  p.m.  Rev.  Harold  Hine  is 
pastor  of  the  Vidalia  church. 

WAYNE  HANSON,  a  graduate  of  Centenary 
College,  will  return  to  his  alma  mater  as 
assistant  professor  of  chemistry.  Mr.  Hanson, 
who  earned  his  Master  of  Science  degree  in 
chemistry  at  the  University  of  Houston,  has  been 
working  toward  his  doctorate  in  chemistry  at 
the  University  of  Houston,  has  been  working 
toward  his  doctorate  in  chemistry  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas  for  the  past  two  summers. 
He  has  been  teaching  at  McNeese  State  College 
in  Lake  Charles  for  the  past  two  years.  Dr.  John 
B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the  chemistry  department, 
said  Mr.  Hanson  will  arrive  at  Centenary  College 
in  time  to  teach  during  the  summer  session. 

REV.  J.  J.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  will  be 
in  Costa  Rica  and  Panama  on  an  Evangelistic 
Mission  April  7-21.  During  his  absence  the  pul¬ 
pit  of  the  church  will  be  filled  by  the  following: 
Sunday,  April  12,  his  father,  Rev.  P.  M.  Cara¬ 
way,  Chaplain  of  the  Confederate  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital,  Shreveport,  and  that  evening,  by  his 
brother,  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  pastor  of  the 
Jefferson  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Sunday  morning,  April  19,  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend, 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  and 
that  evening,  Dr.  J.  G.  Snelling,  assistant  Honor¬ 
ary  Pastor  of  the  church. 

JAMES  PLUMMER  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Covington 
Methodist  Church  recently.  He  was  introduced 
by  Marvin  Dwight.  Mr.  Plummer  also  showed 
slides  on  fishing  in  the  State.  Rev.  R.  C.  Carter, 
pastor  of  the  church,  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  Adrian  Fussell  presented  the  devotional 
entitled  “Service.”  B.  V.  Hood  gave  a  report  on 
the  monthly  project  to  beautify  the  church 
grounds  with  flowers  and  shrubs.  Cards  of 
thanks  were  sent  to  the  persons  who  gave  shrubs 
for  this  cause.  The  Church  Choir  is  composed 
of  members  of  the  Men’s  Club  each  fifth  Sunday. 
The  Club  also  furnishes  refreshments  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  each  fifth  Sunday. 
On  April  8  a  “Father  and  Son”  banquet  was  held, 
and  according  to  the  reporter,  L.  M.  Landry,  was 
enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

REV.  W.  V.  “BILL”  SIRMAN,  pastor  of  Curtis 
Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  is  at 
home  after  having  been  quite  ill  in  a  Shreveport 
hospital  following  an  emergency  ruptured  ap¬ 
pendectomy  on  March  7.  Filling  the  pulpit  in 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sirman’s  absence  were:  March  8 
a.m.,  Major  H.  T.  Whitlock  BAFB;  p.m.,  Mrs. 
Norman  Bale,  church  delegate  to  WSCS  Confer¬ 
ence;  March  15,  a.m.,  Rev.  Fred  Shirley,  p.m., 
films  on  Hawaii  and  Alaska  with  A.  L.  Stokes 
in  charge;  March  22,  a.m.,  Paul  Gunn,  Shreve¬ 
port  layman,  p.m.,  Rev.  George  Ross,  March  29, 
a.m.,  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  p.m.,  Rev.  Jim  Mc¬ 
Lean;  April  5,  a.m.,  Dr.  W.  F.  Pledger,  p.m.,  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes.  Mrs.  Sirman  joins  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sirman  in  expressing  deep  appreciation  to  their 
many  friends,  both  among  the  laity  and  clergy 
and  to  their  congregation  for  their  prayers  and 
active  concern  during  this  crisis. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


MEANS  AND  ENDS 

Several  weeks  ago  we  discussed  GOOD  MOTIVES  for  winning 
success.  There  is  a  second  criterion  of  success,  that  of  GOOD  METH¬ 
ODS.  The  Bible  doesn’t  give  warrant  to  the  oft-heard  saying  that 
the  end  justifies  the  means.  The  means  we  use  are  bound  to  affect 
the  ends  we  seek.  Mahatma  Gandhi  said  that  the  means  are  the  ends 
in  preliminary  stages.  And  Aldous  Huxley  asserts  that  as  long  as  we 
go  on  trying  to  realize  our  ideals  by  bad  means,  our  good  intentions 
will  come  to  bad  ends.  v 

For  instance,  a  nation  may  profess  to  be  fighting  for  the  noble 
ideals  of  freedom  and  justice,  but  if  she  uses  poison  gas  or  germ 
warfare  she  poisons  the  springs  of  life  within  her  own  borders. 

And  the  principle  runs  through  all  life.  We  cannot  win  genuine 
success  by  cheap  methods.  In  every  line  of  work  there  are  what  we 
call  “tricks  of  the  trade,”  that  is,  methods  which  may  fool  the  public 
but  which  are  not  quite  worthy.  A  lawyer  may  be  so  shrewd  and 
clever  that  he  wins  his  cases  in  court  and  comes  to  be  in  great  de¬ 
mand,  especially  by  clients  with  weak  cases;  but  his  fellow  lawyers 
do  not  rate  him  as  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  bar.  A  doctor  may 
build  up  a  big  practice  by  methods  which  do  not  give  him  standing 
in  his  profession. 

Some  years  ago  Henry  Van  Dyke  was  unveiling  a  bust  in  New 
York  at  the  Hall  of  Fame  for  Great  Americans.  He  gave  a  memorable 
definition  of  fame.  He  said,  “Fame  is  durable,  good  renown,  won  by 
service,  approved  by  the  wise  and  applauded  by  the  common  voice.” 
One’s  work  and  life  must  meet  the  approval  of  the  wise,  of  those 
who  know. 

In  “The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey,”  Thornton  Wilder  tells  how  a 
kindly  and  understanding  musician  tried  to  develop  a  gifted  but 
temperamental  singer.  She  had  been  a  popular  entertainer  and  was 
content  to  remain  on  that  musical  level.  When  she  gave  her  programs, 
she  would  cater  to  the  crowd’s  taste  and  was  quite  satisfied  with  the 
salvos  of  applause,  even  when  her  work  was  mediocre.  But  always 
when  she  turned  to  leave  the  stage,  her  mentor  and  teacher  stood 
in  the  wings,  and  she  had  to  face  his  critical  appraisal.  He  demanded 
her  best. 

So  Christ  stands  in  the  wings  of  life’s  stage.  He  tolerates  no 
tricks  of  the  trade,  no  cheapness  of  method. 

Furthermore,  only  sound  methods  can  sustain  us  in  the  delays 
and  defeats  of  life.  Our  ideals  grow  dim  unless  supported  by  worthy 
standards  of  daily  action.  But  when  we  do  our  best  day  by  day,  we 
develop  stamina.  In  the  words  of  Saint  Paul:  “Suffering  produces  en¬ 
durance,  endurance  produces  character,  and  character  produces  hope.” 

Turn  from  this  first  century  spiritual  fighter  to  a  very  different 
modern  setting.  A  few  years  ago  two  men,  Primo  Camera  and  Max 
Baer,  were  fighting  for  the  heavyweight  title  of  the  world.  I  am  not 
an  attendant  at  prizefights  but  this  incident  was  told  by  a  bishop, 
and  bishops  are  supposed  to  be  authorities  on  everything,  including 
prizefights.  In  the  midst  of  the  bout,  each  fighter  swung  at  the  other 
and  missed,  both  fell  to  the  canvas,  and  the  crowd  witnessed  the 
rather  ridiculous  spectacle  of  two  prizefighters  lying  in  the  ring  fac¬ 
ing  each  other.  Before  they  could  rise,  Max  Baer,  who  was  given  to 
bright  remarks,  grinned  at  Camera  and  said,  “The  last  one  up  is  a 
sissy.”  The  setting  of  that  remark  should  not  blind  us  to  the  truth 
of  it. 

How  to  pick  oneself  up  from  a  defeat  when  “one  is  too  old  to 
cry  and  when  it  hurts  too  much  to  laugh” — that  is  a  very  real  test 
of  success. 

But  to  survive  victories  is  even  harder.  We  have  a  common  say¬ 
ing  that  nothing  succeeds  like  success.  That  seems  true  in  the  short 
view.  Business  begets  business,  crowds  draw  crowds,  prosperity  brings 
friends  gathering  around.  But  when  we  take  the  long  perspective  of 
history  and  look  at  the  things  of  this  world,  we  see  that  nothing  fails 
like  success.  Worldly  men  and  worldly  things  cannot  stand  success. 
Only  godly  men  and  godly  things  can  survive  victories. 

Why  so?  Because  victors  so  often  become  too  smugly  self-con¬ 
fident,  let  down  their  standards  and  loosen  their  moral  harness.  We 
struggle  upward,  believing  the  old  adage  that  there  is  room  at  the 
top.  And  then  all  too  often  the  very  roominess  at  the  top  ruins  our 
humility  of  spirit,  our  power  of  production  and  even  our  peace  of 
mind. 


“Wait  a  minute  .  .  .  THIS  is  your  'money-talkin' 
robe!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 
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kansas.  Naturally,  it  is  making  a 
rather  modest  start,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  article,  there  are 
over  100  volumes  in  it.  The  books 
are  compiled  under  ten  general  sub¬ 
jects;  General  Studies  of  the  Bible, 
Preaching,  Prayer,  Faith,  Metho¬ 
dism,  General  Laymen’s  Work, 
Evangelism,  General  materials  for 
Lay  Speakers,  Old  Testament  Stud¬ 
ies,  and  New  Testament  Studies. 
New  books  are  being  added  regu¬ 
larly.  In  order  to  cover  costs  of 
operation,  a  membership  fee  of  $1.50 
per  year  will  be  charged  for  those 
who  live  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.  Those  living  outside 
the  Conference  will  be  charged 
$2.00  per  year.  This  fee  will  entitle 
the  member  to  borrow  as  many 
books  as  he  wishes  to  borrow,  pro¬ 
vided  he  may  borrow  no  more  than 
two  at  a  time. 

A  list  of  the  regulations  and  of 
the  available  books  will  be  sent  to 
anyone  who  requests  it.  We  hope 
that  this  will  be  a  most  significant 
step  in  the  promotion  of  Laymen’s 
work  within  this  area,  but  espec¬ 
ially  within  our  Conference.  Special 
requests  for  studies  in  particular 
fields  will  be  welcomed,  and  if  the 
books  can  be  procured,  they  will  be 
added.  While  this  library  is  being 
set  up  primarily  for  the  profit  of 
our  men,  we  shall  welcome  those 
women,  who  wish  to  become  bor¬ 
rowing  members.  And  if  some  of 
our  pastors  should  wish  to  join,  they 
also  will  be  welcome.  We  hope  that 
this  experiment  will  prove  to  be 
valuable  to  the  Methodists  of  our 
area. 


Meeting  Needs  of  Laymen 

One  of  the  most  heartening  signs 
that  have  become  apparent  in  our 
Laymen’s  work  has  been  the  grow¬ 
ing  interest  of  our  men  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Church.  Laymen  are 
becoming  more  and  more  desirous 
of  informing  themselves  on  basic 
knowledge  of  our  Church,  its  his¬ 
tory,  beliefs,  and  plan  of  operation. 
During  the  present  year  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  a  num¬ 
ber  of  workshops  have  been  held 
for  men,  and  the  interest  that  they 
have  shown  has  been  most  encour¬ 
aging.  The  subjects  that  we  have 
been  asked  to  develop  at  these 
workshops  have  been  Prayer,  Per¬ 
sonal  Evangelism,  Stewardship  of 
Possessions,  Methodist  beliefs,  Ma¬ 
terials  for  Methodist  Men,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Discussions  have  always  been 
stimulating.  At  Lay  Speaking  work¬ 
shops  the  men  have  asked  for  par¬ 
ticular  assistance,  but  it  begins  to 
appear  that  certain  assistance  for 
Lay  Speakers  will  be  helpful  to  all 
men.  Therefore,  we  have  tried  to 
begin  some  projects  that  would  ap¬ 
peal  to  as  nearly  as  possible  every 
man  in  the  Conference. 

Probably  the  most  needed  project 
has  been  that  of  making  more  in¬ 
formation  available  to  Methodist 
men  for  every  day  living  and  wit¬ 
nessing.  Therefore,  this  office  has 
decided  to  begin  an  experiment 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  helpful 
to  thousands  of  lay  people,  both 
men  and  women.  We  are  establish¬ 
ing  a  Laymen’s  Lending  Library 
here  in  my  office  in  Jonesboro,  Ar- 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching/'  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.5.A. 


Lesson  for  April  26,  1959:  WHEN  POPULARITY  COMES 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  I  SAMUEL,  CHAPTER  18.  LESSON  TEXT, 
I  SAMUEL  18:5-16. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  LORD  sees  not  as  man  sees;  man  looks  on  the  out¬ 
ward  appearance,  but  the  LORD  looks  on  the  heart.  1' Samuel  16:7. 


In  our  present  series  of  fifteen  lessons  on 
“God  In  Human  Affairs,”  we  have  today  our 
fourth  lesson  taken  from  I  Samuel.  For  the  last 
two  Sunday’s  we  have  been  studying  something 
of  the  life  of  Saul.  The  first  of  these  lessons 
dealt  with  the  selection  and  anointing  of  Saul 
as  the  first  king  of  Israel.  In  last  Sunday’s  les¬ 
son  we  had  the  record  of  the  great  disobedience 
of  Saul  and  the  fact  that  for  this  disobedience 
God  rejected  him  as  king  of  Israel. 

Since  Last  Sunday 

It  will  help  us  in  the  study  of  today’s  lesson 
on,  “When  Popularity  Comes,”  to  have  in  mind 
the  developments  between  the  time  of  last  Sun¬ 
day’s  lesson  and  our  lesson  for  today.  Last  Sun¬ 
day  our  lesson  closed  with  Samuel  telling  Saul 
that  “The  Lord  hath  rejected  thee  from  being 
king  over  Israel.” 

This  did  not  mean  that  Saul  immediately 
ceased  to  be  king  in  Israel.  Quite  a  period  of 
time  elapsed  between  Saul’s  rejection,  as  an¬ 
nounced  by  Samuel  and  the  time  when  Saul 
committed  suicide  on  the  field  of  battle  to  pre¬ 
vent  being  captured  by  the  Philistines.  Some 
chronologies  give  the  period  as  twenty  four 
years. 

However,  under  the  directing  hand  of  God, 
Samuel  soon  began  the  search  for  a  successor  to 
Saul  as  king.  This  search  must  have  lasted  for 
a  number  of  years;  some  authorities  fix  it  as 
long  as  fourteen  years. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  se¬ 
lection  of  David,  the  youngest  of  the  eight  sons 
of  Jesse,  to  be  king.  However,  it  was  likely  ten 
years  after  he  was  anointed  king  by  Samuel  be¬ 
fore  David  really  became  king  of  Israel. 

In  I  Samuel  16:  13-14  there  are  two  very  sig¬ 
nificant  statements.  Verse  thirteen,  which  tells 
of  the  actual  anointing  of  David  says,  “And  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  David  from  that 
day  forward.”  In  the  opening  of  the  very  next 
verse  we  read,  “But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  de¬ 
parted  from  Saul.”  In  these  two  verses  we  have 
the  reason  for  the  rapid  rise  of  David  to  be  lead¬ 
er  and  king  of  Israel  and  the  gradual  downfall 
of  Saul  to  disgrace  and  finally  a  suicidal  death. 

When  this  evil  spirit  came  into  Saul  he  be¬ 
came  subject  to  fits  of  depression  and  irrespon¬ 
sibility.  His  attendants  at  court  felt  that  he 
needed  a  musician  to  play  for  him  at  such  times 
to  quiet  him.  Without  knowing  of  the  future 
marked  out  for  David,  he  was  selected  to  play 
his  harp  for  Saul  to  soothe  him  amid  his  mad 
fits  of  passion. 

On  one  occasion  David  returned  to  his  home 
to  feed  the  flocks  of  Jesse,  his  father.  At  this 
time  three  of  the  older  sons  of  Jesse  had  joined 
Saul’s  army.  Jesse  sent  David  with  food  for  his 
brothers  and  to  inquire  of  their  welfare.  At  this 
time  the  armies  of  the  Philistines  and  Israel 
faced  each  other  and  a  battle  seemed  to  be  in¬ 
evitable. 

For  forty  straight  days  a  giant,  Goliath,  of 
the  army  of  the  Philistines  had  stood  between 
the  armies  and  challenged  any  man  of  Israel  to 
combat.  David  heard  this  challenge  and  was 
amazed  that  no  one  of  the  army  of  Israel  would 
volunteer  to  fight  the  giant.  Finally,  with  Saul’s 
permission,  David  went  out  to  meet  Goliath.  One 
of  the  most  familiar  and  interesting  stories  of  the 
Old  Testament  records  how,  with  a  sling-shot 
David  killed  the  giant  and  beheaded  him  with 
the  giant’s  own  sword.  This  resulted  in  the  de¬ 
feat  of  the  Philistine  army. 


Saul  called  for  David  on  their  return  from 
battle  and  was  so  impressed  with  his  feats  of 
strength  that  he  would  not  let  him  return  to  his 
father,  Jesse,  but  kept  him  at  the  palace. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  beautiful  friend¬ 
ship  beween  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  and 
David  began.  This  was  one  of  the  most  unusual 
examples  of  unselfish  friendship  on  record. 

A  Good  Song — Poorly  Timed 

It  is  easy  to  understand  that  David  became  a 
national  hero  almost  immediately  after  his  fight 
with  Goliath.  Not  only  did  it  involve  the  super¬ 
human  feat  of  a  mere  lad,  without  armor  of  any 
kind  and  without  weapons  of  any  kind  except  a 
sling  shot  and  a  few  pebbles,  killing  a  complete¬ 
ly  armored  and  fully  armed,  ten-foot  giant,  but 
it  meant  also  the  defeat  of  Israel’s  deadly  enemy, 
the  Philistines. 

In  Israel,  it  was  a  day  of  rejoicing  and  sing¬ 
ing  praises.  In  the  midst  of  the  tumult,  Saul 
heard  a  song  which,  for  him,  changed  the  whole 
situation.  “The  women  came  out  of  all  cities  of 
Israel,  singing  and  dancing,  to  meet  king  Saul, 
with  tabrets,  with  joy,  and  with  instruments  of 
music.  And  the  women  answered  one  another  as 
they  played,  and  said,  Saul  hath  slain  his  thou¬ 
sands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands.” 

The  singing  of  this  very  appropriate  song  at 
such  an  inappropriate  time  awakened  in  Saul 
the  very  worst  that  was  in  him.  Jealousy,  hatred 
and  fear  possessed  him  and  he  asks  himself  the 
question,  “What  can  he  have  more  but  the  king¬ 
dom?”  Saul  saw  at  once  that  his  position  as  king 
of  Israel  was  endangered  by  such  an  attitude 
toward  David.  Our  lesson  text  says,  “And  Saul 
eyed  David  from  that  day  forward.” 

What  Made  David  Great? 

(1)  David  must  have  had  one  of  the  most 
charming  personalities  imaginable.  Such  a  per¬ 
sonality  seems  to  have  been  in  evidence  from 
the  time  he  stood  before  Samuel  to  be  anointed 
king  of  Israel  all  through  his  struggles  with  Saul 
and  his  reign  as  king. 

(2)  The  finest  and  most  impressive  element 
of  character  David  possessed  was  a  child-like 
trust  and  a  towering  faith  in  God.  David  be¬ 
lieved  that  God  gave  him  strength  sufficient  for 
any  task  at  hand,  whether  it  be  to  face  a  bear  or 
lion,  as  a  shepherd  lad,  or  face  a  towering  giant 
in  mortal  combat  or  to  face  the  responsibilities 
that  were  his  as  king  of  Israel. 

(3)  David  was  not  spoiled  by  sudden  popu¬ 
larity.  After  his  victory  over  Goliath,  David  was 
a  hero  overnight.  Formerly  the  highest  honor 
he  received  in  Saul’s  court  was  to  be  a  hired 
musician.  He  was  suddenly  made  head  of  the 
armies  of  Israel.  He  met  praise  and  popularity 
at  every  turn.  In  the  face  of  it  all  David  re¬ 
mained  humble  and  teachable  and  consecrated. 

(4)  David  had  unusually  good  judgement 
which  caused  him  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the 
right  time.  The  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  text 
says  of  David  he  “behaved  himself  wisely.” 
Again  in  the  14th  verse  of  our  lesson  we  are  told 
that  “David  behaved  himself  wisely  in  all  his 
ways.”  Verse  15  tells  us  that  Saul  feared  David 
because  “Saul  saw  that  he  behaved  himself  very 
wisely.”  There  must  have  been  in  the  life  of 
David  a  balanced  judgement,  a  well  ordained 
conduct  and  an  uncanny  power  to  make  right 
decisions  to  have  gained  for  himself  this  repeat¬ 
ed  reference  to  the  wisdom  of  his  actions. 

(5)  David  was  a  very  successful  warrior. 
He  extended  the  kingdom  of  Israel  to  its  highest 


point  in  Israel’s  history.  So  well  did  David  suc¬ 
ceed  that  the  dream  of  Israel,  after  he  was  gone, 
was  to  have  a  leader  who  would  be  able  to  re¬ 
store  the  “Kingdom  of  David.” 

(6)  David  was  a  skilled  musician  who  could 
play  at  the  court  of  a  king. 

(7)  David  was  a  poet  of  immortal  renown. 
He  wrote  many  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
Psalms. 

(8)  David  gave  evidence  of  his  real  greatness 
by  remaniing  loyal  to  king  Saul  even  though 
Saul  was  trying  to  kill  him  and  also  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  David  knew  that  he,  himself,  had 
been  anointed  to  be  king  of  Israel. 

(9)  David  was  the  greatest  king  Israel  ever 
had. 

Why  Did  Saul  Fail? 

In  studying  the  reign  of  Saul,  we  should  re¬ 
member  that  he  started  his  reign  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances.  Saul  was  God’s  choice 
for  Israel’s  first  king.  He  began  his  reign  with 
the  approval  of  God  and  with  the  assurance  that 
the  Lord  would  help  him  so  long  as  he  obeyed 
Him.  Saul  began  his  reign  with  the  approval  of 
Samuel,  the  most  influential  man  in  Israel,  the 
greatest  judge  Israel  ever  had.  He  began  his 
reign  with  the  enthusiastic  approval  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  cry  rang  out  on  every  side,  “God  save 
the  king.”  Under  such  circumstances,  why  did 
Saul  fail? 

(1)  Saul  took  lightly  the  religious  responsi¬ 
bility  which  rested  on  one  who  would  be  king 
in  Israel.  Saul  thought  it  quite  proper  for  him 
to  act  as  a  priest  in  place  of  Samuel  and  himself 
offered  sacrifices  which  only  a  priest  should 
make.  Saul  thought  so  little  of  God’s  command¬ 
ments  that  he  thought  he  could  amend  God’s 
commands  as  he  saw  fit.  No  man  ever  success¬ 
fully  amended  the  commandments  of  God. 

(2)  Saul,  king  of  Israel,  was  out  of  his  mind 
at  times  with  insane  jealousy  and  fear.  The  poet 
has  said,  “Whom  the  gods  would  destroy,  they 
first  make  mad.”  Jealousy,  anger  and  fear  were 
the  stepping  stones  in  the  pathway  down  which 
Saul  walked  to  destruction.  Jealousy  usually 
indicates  a  sense  of  inferiority. 

(3)  Saul  was  his  own  worst  enemy.  While 
God  and  Samuel  and  the  people  all  gave  Saul 
a  great  chance,  he  never  gave  himself  a  chance. 
He  lacked  faith  in  God,  he  lacked  faith  in  people 
and  he  lacked  faith  in  himself.  This  lack  of  faith 
made  him  erratic  and  irresponsible.  Saul  lacked 
courage  which,  in  crises,  left  him  weak. 

A  Bailie  of  Spirits 

Saul  and  David  never  met  in  physical  combat. 
It  was  really  a  battle  of  spirits.  Saul  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  murder,  David  would  forgive.  In  this 
battle  of  spirits  David  won  in  every  encounter. 
This  was  true  whether  it  was  a  battle  for  the 
historic  friendship  of  Jonathan,  or  a  battle  for 
the  good  will  and  approval  of  the  people  of  Is¬ 
rael,  or  a  battle  with  the  enemies  of  Israel  or 
the  difficulties  in  personal  relationships  with 
Saul.  Through  it  all,  the  spirit,  the  motives,  the 
purposes  and  activities,  the  spirit  of  David  so 
far  excelled  the  spirit  of  Saul  that  the  victory 
of  one  and  the  defeat  of  the  other  could  be  pre¬ 
dicted  from  the  beginning. 

"And  The  Lord  Was  With  Him" 

Twice  in  our  comparatively  short  lesson  text 
we  have  the  statement  about  David,  “The  Lord 
was  with  him.”  Our  lesson  text  also  records  the 
fact  that  the  Lord  “Was  departed  from  Saul.” 

It  was  Jesus  Who  said,  “Without  me  ye  can 
do  nothing.”  There  are  many  things  that  people 
can  do  who  make  no  pretensions  at  being  Chris¬ 
tian.  Consequently  we  must  feel  that  Jesus  here 
had  reference  to  matters  of  kingdom  building. 
Jesus  was  talking  about  fruit  bearing  when  He 
said,  “He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
same  bring^th  forth  much  fruit:  for  without  me 
ye  can  do  nothing.”  There  is  nothing  we  can  do 
that  is  eternally  worth  while  without  the  help 
that  only  Christ  can  give. 

When  David  was  conscious  of  the  presence 
and  leadership  of  the  Lord,  it  made  all  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  world  in  the  results  of  his  life. 
The  best  that  life  can  bring  to  any  one  of  us, 
apart  from  a  personal  relationship  with  God,  is 
only  of  temporary  value  and  those  values  end 
with  the  end  of  life  here.  The  truth  embodied  in 
our  memory  selection  today  should  bring  happi¬ 
ness  to  every  sincere  Christian.  In  God’s  sight 
we  are  just  what  we  are  and  no  one  could  ask 
for  or  expect  more. 
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A  Growing  Concern 

The  Mentally  Retarded 


By  Howard  W.  Parshall 
Protestant  Chaplain,  State  Colony 
and  Training  School,  Pineville 


Let  us  begin  by  considering  the 
extent  of  mental  retardation.  It  is 
conservatively  estimated  that  2  per 
cent  of  the  population  may  be  clas¬ 
sified  as  mentally  retarded.  Based 
on  the  1955  estimate  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  this  would  mean  there  are 
3,400,000  mentally  retarded  in  the 
United  States  and  57,000  in  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

The  State  Colony  and  Training 
School  at  Pineville,  with  a  patient 
population  of  1,600,  is  the  only  state 
institution  designed  to  care  for  the 
mentally  retarded.  The  “Directory 
of  the  American  Association  on 
Mental  Deficiency  1958”  lists  only 
four  privately  operated  schools,  all 
of  which  are  in  the  New  Orleans 
area.  The  total  capacity  of  all  in¬ 
stitutional  facilities  within  our  state 
cares  for  less  than  3,000  patients. 

A  mentally  retarded  person  is 
one  who  has  a  physical,  mental  and 
emotional  defect  which  leaves  him 
with  a  limited  ability  to  profit  from 
experience,  or  to  function  independ¬ 
ently  as  a  member  of  society.  This 
condition  is  present  from  birth  or 
early  age. 

Broadly  speaking,  there  are  three 
degrees  of  mental  retardation: 

1.  MILD:  These  are  known  as 
educable  and  are  usually  enrolled 
in  special  classes  in  the  public 
school.  It  is  often  difficult  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  these  from  their  more  nor¬ 
mal  friends. 

2.  MODERATE:  These  are  fre¬ 
quently  called  trainable.  They  are 
unable  to  profit  from  regular  school 
work,  but  can  usually  be  depended 
upon  to  perform  simple  routine 
tasks. 

3.  SEVERE:  These  are  totally  de¬ 
pendent  and  must  be  cared  for  all 
of  their  lives.  They  are  rarely  seen, 
except  in  institutions  like  the  State 
Colony  and  Training  School. 

In  this  article,  we  will  have  the 
educable,  or  mildly  retarded,  pri¬ 
marily  in  mind. 

In  thinking  about  the  character¬ 
istics  of  the  mentally  retarded,  it  is 
important  to  remember  that  differ¬ 
ences  are  mostly  a  matter  of  degree, 
not  of  kind.  Their  physical,  emo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual  needs  are  usual¬ 
ly  quite  normal.  It  is  difficult  for 
them  to  grasp  the  meaning  of  sym¬ 
bols  and  to  use  their  imagination 
extensively,  but  their  thoughts  are 
no  more  weird  or  strange  than  any¬ 
one  elses. 

With  these  things  in  mind,  let  us 
consider  some  educational,  social 
and  religious  objectives  in  minis¬ 
tering  to  mentally  retarded  children 
and  adults. 

Religious  Education 

Their  attention  span  is  relatively 
short  and  they  are  easily  distracted. 
Pictures  and  simple  objects  are 
valuable  teaching  aides,  even  with 
the  older  retarded.  The  old  adage: 
“we  learn  by  doing,”  holds  true 
here,  especially  if  the  activity  is 
simple  and  ample  recognition  is 


given  even  for  small  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Everyone  learns  more  rapidly 
when  praised  for  performing  some 
reasonable  task.  Caution  must  be 
maintained  however,  in  not  expect¬ 
ing  more  of  the  retarded  than  they 
are  capable  of  doing,  for  this  will 
result  in  frustrations  and  with¬ 
drawal.  Only  experience  with  each 
person  will  reveal  his  achievement 
level. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  prob¬ 
lems  a  teacher  will  face,  in  working 
with  the  older  retarded,  is  in  secur¬ 
ing  adequate  literature.  This  is  be¬ 
cause  the  “interest  level”  of  a  twen¬ 
ty-five  year-old  man,  for  instance, 
is  different  from  a  six-year-old 
child,  even  though  he  may  be  un¬ 
able  to  grasp  more  difficult  materi¬ 
al. 

Flexability,  understanding  and 
patience  are  invaluable  for  the  per¬ 
son  who  would  teach  the  mentally 
retarded. 

Social  Needs 

They  are  no  different  than  other 
children  in  their  social  and  emo¬ 
tional  needs.  Contrary  to  popular 
belief,  they  are  usually  less  danger¬ 
ous  than  their  more  normal  friends. 
Because  society  has  for  centuries 
misunderstood,  abused,  despised 
and  rejected  the  mentally  retarded, 
it  is  expected,  and  often  found,  the 
worst  kind  of  behavior  from  them. 
As  they  are  understood  and  accept¬ 
ed  in  their  own  rights,  their  behav¬ 
ior  improves.  They  need  social  ac¬ 
tivities,  group  experiences  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  recognition  as  much 
as  anyone  else. 

Church  Concern 

The  church  stands  as  a  symbol  of 
God’s  presence  and  love  for  all 
men.  It  should  serve  as  a  haven  of 
rest  and  strength  for  the  retarded 
of  Louisiana,  who  often  find  living 
difficult,  in  a  society  that  places  a 
premium  on  production  and  aca¬ 
demic  achievement.  The  church  is 
the  one  institution  in  the  community 
that  believes  people  are  created  in 
the  image  of  God  and  are  of  infinite 
worth,  irrespective  of  their  achieve¬ 
ments  or  station  in  life.  ,  Christ  min¬ 
istered  to  all  who  sought  his  heal¬ 
ing,  saving  power,  should  we  do 
less? 

For  more  information: 

Booklet:  “The  child  who  is  men¬ 
tally  retarded,”  Children’s  Bureau 
Folder  No.  43,  1956,  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  U.  S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
Price  10  cents  each. 

Newspaper:  “Children  Limited” 
(Published  bimonthly  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  for  Retarded 
Children,  99  University  Place,  New 
York  3,  N.Y.  Individual  subscrip¬ 
tions  $1.00  per  year,  single  copies 
25  cents  each. 

(This  article  by  Rev.  Howard  W. 
Parshall  first  appeared  in.  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Message.) 


26  Received  into 
Church  at  New  Iberia 

On  Palm  Sunday,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  La., 
twenty-four  children  and  young 
people  and  two  adults  were  received 
into  the  membership  of  the  Church. 

The  group  of  children  and  young 
people  had  been  enrolled  in  the 
Church  Membership  Training  Class 
for  several  weeks  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  minister. 

Holy  Week  services  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
nights.  The  messages  were  given  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Cooke.  On  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning  everyone  participated  in  “The 
Lord’s  Supper.”  The  Chancel  Choir 
rendered  sacred  music  each  of  the 
three  nights.  The  soprano  aria, 
“How  Beautiful  are  the  Feet,”  was 
sung  by  Mrs.  Earl  Hall,  Jr.  Miss 
Brenda  DeBuse,  soprano  soloist, 
sang  “The  Cross  of  Calvary.”  C.  G. 
Fuller,  Jr.,  sang  the  recitative  “Thy 
Rebuke  Hath  Broken  His  Heart” 
and  the  aria,  “Behold,  and  See.” 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker,  church  organist, 
accompanied  the  choir  and  soloists. 

A  twenty-four  hour  Prayer  Vigil 
was  observed  beginning  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  at  8:00  p.m.,  and  end¬ 
ed  on  Friday  evening  at  8:00  p.m. 
Many  members  and  friends  of  the 
church  participated  in  this  prayer 
vigil  by  coming  to  the  sanctuary  of 
the  church  for  a  thirty-minute  peri¬ 
od  for  meditation  and  prayer. 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  ol 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  Week  8,  beginning  April  26th, 
is  the  time  when  Advance 
Commitments  are  secured.  The 
pastor  calls  first  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Chairman  for  his  commit¬ 
ment  and  vice  versa. 

2.  In  the  morning  of  April  26th, 
the  third  layman  speakers  and 
the  second  training  meeting 
for  visitors  is  held  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  Presentation  Booklets 
are  completed. 

3.  Letter  B-2  (page  37)  is  mailed 
to  non-resident  members  on 
April  27th. 

4.  On  successive  days  of  this 
week,  preceding  Loyalty  Sun¬ 
day,  all  advance  commitments 
are  secured.  The  pastor  and 
General  Chairman  call  on  the 
Committee  Chairmen.  Visita¬ 
tion  Chairmen  secure  the  Di¬ 
vision  Chairman’s  commit¬ 
ments,  who,  in  turn,  call  on 
their  captains.  Then  the  cap¬ 
tains  call  on  their  Visitors.  Be¬ 
fore  Loyalty  Sunday,  all  lead¬ 
ers  and  workers  in  the  Can¬ 
vass  have  made  their  commit¬ 
ments. 


Gordon  Kavanaugh,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Stewardship  and 
Finance  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  is  shown 
handing  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  pastor,  a  gift-wrapped  box  which  contained 
$532.50  to  cover  his  expenses  for  an  Evangelistic  Mission  to  the  countries 
of  Costa  Rica  and  Panama.  Rev.  Mr.  Caraway  had  requested  that  the 
church  not  be  asked  for  funds,  but  during  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  the 
Official  Board  of  the  church  voted  unanimously  that  the  congregation  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  have  a  part  in  the  Mission. 

The  invitation  to  Mr.  Caraway  to  have  part  in  the  mission  was  given 
by  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  was 
approved  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 

The  Evangelistic  Mission  to  Costa  Rica  and  Panama  is  being  held  from 
April  7-21.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Missions  and  Evange¬ 
lism  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Leslie  J.  Ross  of  Nashville,  Tennessee 
is  the  leader  for  the  mission.  A  total  of  twenty  ministers  are  to  take  part 
in  the  preaching  mission. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Centenary  College 
Students  Receive 
Oak  Ridge  Grants 


Charles  Lee  Byrd  and  George  Ac¬ 
ton,  Jr.,-  both  majors  in  the  natural 
sciences  division  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  have  received  summer  student 
trainee  appointments  in  the  biology 
division  at  the  Oak  Ridge  Institute 
of  Nuclear  Studies  at  Oak  Ridge, 


Tenn. 


ported  that  31  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  have  contributed 
a  total  of  $355,849.  He  emphasized 
to  those  present  that  these  initial 
gifts  are  considered  most  generous 
and  have  established  a  sound  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  successful  campaign. 
Mr.  Lyons  also  announced  that  the 
10-Year  Master  Plan  of  Develop¬ 
ment  would  require  a  total  of  $10,- 
000,000  of  which  $4,000,000  would 
provide  additional  physical  facilities 
and  the  other  $6,000,000  for  the 
proposed  endowment  program.  Ad¬ 
ditional  facilities  to  be  erected  by 
1969  would  include  a  humanities 
building,  an  auditorium,  an  exten¬ 
sion  on  Haynes  Gymnasium,  addi¬ 
tional  dormitory  space  and  further 
campus  improvement  and  beautifi¬ 
cation. 

W.  Crawford  Fullilove,  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Special  Gifts  Division 
reminded  those  present  that  Cen¬ 
tenary  does  not  have  an  income 
from  tax  dollars.  He  stated:  “Cen¬ 
tenary  has  two  primary  sources  of 
support,  other  than  tuition  fees. 
These  are  contributions  from  indi¬ 
viduals  and  families  who  believe 
that  well-educated  youth  make  our 
best  citizens  and  ‘investments’  by 
business  and  industry,  whose  lead¬ 
ers  realize  the  need  for  ever-better 
training  of  the  young  people  who 
will  soon  help  to  fill  their  ranks.” 

The  chairman  of  the  General  Gifts 
Division,  Emmett  Hook,  had  this  to 
say  about  Centenary’s  Development 
Fund  Program.  “An  investment  in 
Centenary  will  entitle  each  of  us 
to  a  share  in  a  better  tomorrow.  It 
is  an  investment  that  grants  us  the 
dividends  of  adequate  leadership  to 
cope  with  the  complexities  of  the 
future  and  to  create  a  better  en¬ 
lightened,  Christian-thinking  world. 
Today,  and  for  some  time  to  come 
we  will  be  in  a  great  battle  for  the 
control  of  men’s  minds.  Our  most 
effective  weapon  in  this  world-wide 
battle  is  our  educational  system. 
Can  we  do  less  than  equip  our 
youth  with  the  knowledge  and 
power  to  conserve  our  way  of  life 


youth  in  this  area.  Travis  A.  White, 
Immediate  Past  President  of  the 
Shreveport  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
emphasized  the  important  place 
which  Centenary  occupies  in  the 
community.  He  stated:  “The  college 
is  not  only  a  cultural  center  for  this 
area,  it  produces  for  our  business 
community  intellectually  mature 
citizens  who  have  learned  to  cope 
with  people  and  situations.  Because 
of  Centenary  college,  this  is  a  bet¬ 
ter  place  in  which  to  work  and  live. 
Our  community  feels  that  Cente¬ 
nary  is  one  of  its  finest  assets  and 
you  will  find  us  giving  it  continued 
wholehearted  support  in  the  years 
ahead.” 


Byrd,  a  member  of  the  Many 
Methodist  Church,  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Byrd  of  Many  and  is 
married  to  the  former  Miss  Linda 
Walters  of  Shreveport.  Young  Acton 
is  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  G.  S. 
Acton  of  Plain  Dealing.  Both  are 
active  in  many  pre-medical,  science 
and  honorary  organizations  at  Cen¬ 
tenary. 

The  two  are  among  ten  students 
selected  by  the  biology  division  to 
spend  ten  weeks  at  the  Institute. 

Both  students  received  their  biol¬ 
ogy  training  under  Dr.  Mary  War- 
ters,  head  of  the  biology  department 
at  Centenary,  who  has  herself  been 
awarded  an  appointment  at  the  Oak 
Ridge  National  Laboratory  for  the 
summer. 


The  “immediate  needs”  of  the 
college  were  outlined  by  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  president  of  Centenary. 
These  include  a  library,  school  of 
music  building,  new  boys’  dormi¬ 
tory,  religious  activities  building 
and  the  retirement  of  a  short-term 
indebtedness.  A  campaign  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Centenary  College  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  has  already  been 
launched  in  the  community  and  is 
seeking  to  raise  $1,700,000  to  provide 
for  these  immediate  needs.  The  pre¬ 
sent  campaign  is  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Robert  F.  Scott,  general 
chairman.  Assisting  him  as  general 
co-chairmen  are  G.  M.  Anderson 
and  John  B.  Atkins.  The  intensive 
Phase  of  the  campaign  is  expected 
to  be  launched  later  this  month  and 
will  continue  through  May.  Three- 
year  pledges  are  being  sought  from 
firms,  families  and  friends  of  the 
college. 

C.  H.  Lyons,  Sr.,  chairman  of  the 
Advance  Gifts  Division  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  campaign,  announced  that  a 
number  of  substantial  pledges  have 
already  been  made  in  the  1959  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  Program.  He  re¬ 


"The  First  Easter  Dawn,"  a  drama  in  three  acts,  was  presented  by 
The  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  on  Sunday,  March  29,  at  7:00 
p.m.,  and  again  at  8:15  p.m. 

The  play,  written  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Spence  of  Duke  University  portrayed 
events  dealing  with  the  Crucifixion  and  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Eighteen  Adult  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  joined  together  in 
giving  their  talents  to  this  production. 

This  three  act  play  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Palmer  Williams 
and  Mrs.  David  Stear. 

Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  minister  of  the  church. 


The  "Maundy  Thursday  Communion  Service",  writ¬ 
ten  by  Edward  H.  Busekros,  was  presented  during 
Thursday  night's  service  of  Holy  Week,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  min¬ 
ister  of  the  church,  directed  the  special  service. 

The  setting  for  the  service  included  a  large  table, 
covered  with  white  linen  cloth,  on  which  were  placed 
one  large  candle,  representing  the  candle  of  Jesus,  the 
Christ,  eleven  smaller  white  candles  for  the  disciples 
and  one  black  candle  for  Judas,  the  betrayer.  An  an¬ 
tique  silver  Communion  service  was  also  on  the  table 
and  was  used  by  the  characters  representing  the  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus. 


200  ATTEND  MEET 
ON  CENTENARY 
DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

(Continued  from  page  1) 


Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  was  the  narrator  for  the  service 
and  as  he  told  the  story  of  the  Last  Supper,  using 
Scripture  and  other  narration,  the  men  would  panto¬ 
mime  the  actions.  He  read  a  description  of  each  dis¬ 
ciple  and  the  player  would  come  in  and  seat  himself 
at  the  table. 

During  the  service  the  Chancel  Choir  sang  "Behold, 
the  Lamb  of  God,"  from  “Messiah,"  written  by  Handel. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker  accompanied  the  choir  at  the  or¬ 
gan. 

After  the  disciples  had  partaken  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  they,  in  turn,  served  the  congregation. 


and  win  others  to  it?” 

The  Centenary  Choir,  under  the 
direction  of  A.  C.  Voran,  provided 
musical  entertainment  at  the  dinner. 


APRIL  16,  1959 
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YOUTH  NEWS — Devotion  -  Promotion 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Summer  Service  Opportunities 

There  is  still  some  snow  on  the 
ground  while  this  is  being  written, 
but  the  signs  of  spring  come  creep¬ 
ing  through  the  snow  here  and 
there.  That  means  that  summer 
cannot  be  far  away.  And  with 
summer  comes  the  variety  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  Methodist  youth  to  make 
constructive  use  of  the  leisure 
weeks.  The  Methodist  Church  of¬ 
fers  its  youth  members  an  amaz¬ 
ingly  varied  list  of  such  opportuni¬ 
ties.  When  I  read  about  them  in 
ROUNDTABLE,  the  youth  periodi¬ 
cal,  I  thought  perhaps  it  would  be 
worth  listing  here,  so  that  adults 
who  may  not  see  youth  periodicals, 
as  well  as  youth  readers  who  may 
have  missed  the  listings  could  see 
and  pick  and  choose. 

There  are  seven  categories  of 
summer  service  opportunities.  First, 
institutes,  camps,  assemblies,  work¬ 
shops,  officers'  training  conferences 
for  senior  high  youth.  These  are  for 
enrichment  and/or  training  and  us¬ 
ually  run  from  five  to  seven  days. 
They  are  on  the  district  and  annual 
conference  level.  Usually  pre-regis¬ 
tration  is  required  and  also  a  health 
exam.  Your  pastor  can  put  you  in 
touch  with  the  conference  or  dis¬ 
trict  officers  who  can  provide  you 
complete  details  on  your  district  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Youth  activities  week  is  a  special 
week  in  the  local  church  for  daily 
meetings  of  young  people.  The  pro¬ 
gram  includes  fellowship,  study, 
worship,  and  various  service  or 
work  projects.  Detailed  materials 
are  available  on  how  to  plan  and 
conduct  such  a  week.  Write  your 
Conference  Executive  Secretary  if 
your  pastor  doesn’t  have  them. 

Planning  Retreat  is  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  which  many  local  MYF’s  are 
finding  of  great  value.  Offering  fel¬ 
lowship  and  worship  opportunities 
in  a  camping  situation,  such  an 
event  can  be  for  a  week-end  or  sev¬ 
eral  days  in  the  summertime,  and 
would  include  detailed  planning  for 
the  MYF  program  for  the  coming 
school  year. 

Service  projects  can  include  main¬ 
tenance,  improvement,  and  construc¬ 
tion  projects  which  are  related  to 
the  local  church,  the  town  or  city 
facilities,  social  agencies,  and 
church  institutions.  For  selected 
days  each  week,  or  week-end  or  a 
week. 

Tours,  trips,  and  purposeful  visits 

to  church-related  institutions  and 
agencies,  such  as  mission  stations, 
schools  and  colleges,  hospitals  and 
homes,  and  historic  sites,  have  be¬ 
come  widely  used  by  local  church 
youth  groups  and  groups  of  church¬ 
es  too. 

Work  Camps  are  service  projects 
involving  physical  labor,  group  liv¬ 
ing,  community  contacts,  and  edu¬ 
cational  trips.  Small  groups  of  youth 
spend  from  two  to  four  weeks  in 
such  projects.  Your  annual  confer¬ 
ence  probably  has  one  for  this  sum¬ 
mer.  If  you  write  before  May  1st, 
you  can  apply  for  a  National  Youth 
Camp  through  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment,  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Fellowship  Teams  are  often  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Conference  Board  of 


MARY 

It  was  dark  when  she  came  to 
the  garden. 

The  grass  was  wet,  and  the  mist 
had  not  yet  risen. 

Her  heart  was  heavy  with  con¬ 
fused  sadness; 

And  then  she  saw  the  open  tomb, 

And  the  angels  and  the  risen 
Christ. 

The  sun  rose  and  spilled  its  bril¬ 
liance 

And  her  mind  was  free  from 
doubt  and  fear, 

For  Love  was  there  instead. 

From  the  soul-darkened  night 

When  prayers  are  most  fervent; 

From  the  wretched  sea  of  despair 

And  the  heaviness  of  a  sad  heart; 

From  the  disappointment  of  lost 
hope  and  worn-out  faith 

Comes  the  salutation  of  the 
Dawn, 

The  trumpet-song  of  Sunrise,  the 
golden  radiance  of  answered 
prayer: 

The  eternal  promise  of  Easter. 

By  Carolyn  Wilkerson 
15-year-old  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jack  C.  Wilkerson, 

First  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Holly  Grove 

The  Senior  M.Y.F.  of  the  Holly 
Grove  Methodist  Church  had 
charge  of  the  worship  services  Sun¬ 
day  night,  March  8.  Miss  Nancy 
Calloway  was  leader  of  the  program 
on  “Adding  More  Meaning  to  Lent.” 
Rev.  George  McGhehey  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


Galves 

Sunday  night,  March  29,  1959,  the 
Intermediate  MYF  of  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Church,  Galvez, 
La.,  presented  an  inspiring  Easter 
program  entitled,  “The  Witnesses.” 

Members  of  the  MYF  taking  part 
in  the  program  were:  Marilou  Al¬ 
exander,  Bill  Alexander,  Sheria  Ar¬ 
rington,  Larry  B  a  d  e  a  u  x,  Janet 
Badeaux,  Norma  Evans  and  Mrs. 
Eddie  Badeaux,  MYF  Counselor. 

Rev.  M.  D.  Corrigan  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


Malvern 

The  Junior  M.Y.F.  of  Keith  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Malvern,  Ark.,  their 
counselors,  and  parents  drove  to 
Lake  Hamilton  Saturday  evening, 
March  28  for  their  Easter  celebra¬ 
tion. 

When  they  arrived,  the  children 
immediately  began  hunting  Easter 
eggs  using  flashlights  they  had 
brought  with  them.  After  all  the 
eggs  had  been  found  or  given  up  as 
lost,  the  entire  group  enjoyed  a 
weiner  roast. 

To  climax  the  activities  a  program 
was  given  by  the  Juniors.  With  all 


Education.  They  consist  of  two  to 
four  youth  and  an  adult  counsellor 
who  go  into  local  churches  to  help 
them  with  their  youth  program. 
This  requires  maturity  and  experi¬ 
ence  in  youth  work.  Information 
could  be  secured  from  your  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education. 

There  you  are,  young  friend! 
Some  real  live  options  for  you  and 
your  summer,  better  pick  up  one 
of  them! 


Bayou  Meto  Church 
Wide  Alaska-Hawaii 

Bayou  Meto  Church  of  Pine  Bluff 
District  completed  on  March  22,  the 
church-wide  study  “Methodism  in 
Alaska  and  Hawaii”  in  four  Sunday 
night  sessions.  The  prescribed  text¬ 
books  and  supplementary  material 
were  used. 


the  lights  out  except  a  floodlight 
turned  on  a  cross  erected  at  the 
water’s  edge,  the  Juniors  relived 
the  Holy  Week  by  reciting  incidents 
in  the  Master’s  life  during  that  last 
week  He  spent  on  earth.  To  high¬ 
light  this  very  impressive  program, 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
was  taken. 

In  the  absence  of  the  pastor  the 
elements  were  consecrated  and  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  pastor  of  Shore- 
wood  Hills,  Magnet  Cove  Methodist 
Church,  Rev.  James  Hilton. 

Those  on  the  program  were  David 
Jacobs,  Diane  Hudgens,  Brenda 
Robinson,  Fred  Wilkerson,  Patricia 
Hooper,  Morris  Hooper,  Cleo  Baker, 
Sandra  Hudgens  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Spurlin. 

Others  who  went  were:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Hooper,  Alta  Mae  and 
Randy;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  and 
Sheila;  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hudgens;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Robinson;  Mrs.  Fred  Wil¬ 
kerson;  Mrs.  Christine  Jacobs  and 
Bill  Kizer. 

Miss  Sandra  Hudgens  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Robinson  are  counselors 
for  the  group. 


El  Dorado 

The  Youth  of  Vantrease  Memori¬ 
al  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.,  completed  the  Mission  study 
on  North  American  Neighbors — 
Alaska-Canada-Mexico  and  Hawaii. 
Along  with  the  study  Aims  were 
shown,  and  speakers  gave  talks  on 
Alaska  by  Dale  Booth;  Mexico,  Mrs. 
Elmore  Norris,  she  was  missionary 
to  Mexico  for  eight  years  and  Cap¬ 
tain  and  Mrs.  Roy  Marshall  of  the 
Salvation  Army,  they  were  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  Island  of  Hawaii  for 
thirteen  years.  The  children  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  showing  of  the  films 
on  Mexico  and  Hawaii.  A  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  our  neighbors  and 
the  MY  Fund  giving  a  result  of  this 
study. 


Camden  District 

The  Intermediates  of  Camden 
District  will  have  Annual  Intermed¬ 
iate  Rally  May  2nd,  beginning  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  closing  at  2  p.m., 
meeting  at  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Building,  Southern  State  College 
campus,  Magnolia,  Ark.  Rev.  W.  B. 
Elliott  is  counselor  and  Mrs.  John 
G.  Rickey  co-counselor  for  the 
group. 


DeRidder 

Wesley  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
Ridder,  La.,  was  represented  at  the 
Youth  School  of  Alcohol  Studies, 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Alexandria,  La.,  April  3rd,  4th 
and  5th,  by  Misses  Patricia  Bennett, 
Delores  Hernandez,  Anita  Lindsay 
and  Sharon  Thigpen. 

Mrs.  Normand  Terry  and  Ralph 
accompanied  the  girls  to  Alexan¬ 
dria  on  Friday,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Neely  drove  over  Sunday 
morning  to  accompany  them  home. 

The  local  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  sponsored  the 
group  from  Wesley  Church.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Skinner  is  pastor. 


Completes  Church 
Mission  Study 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Claude  Clark, 
and  Mrs.  Truman  Cockrum,  mission¬ 
ary  secretary  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety,  directed  the  study.  Mrs. 
Claude  Clark  was  devotional  leader. 

Sessions  one  and  two  concerned 
Alaska.  Session  three  concluded 
Alaska  by  featuring  J.  D.  Clary  of 
Stuttgart,  who  showed  colorful 
slides  of  Alaska  and  spoke  about 
his  trip  to  the  new  state.  The  group 
discussed  Hawaii  in  sessions  three 
and  four,  the  week  Congress  gave 
Hawaii  statehood.  Both  men  and 
women  participated  in  each  lesson. 

Children  were  provided  nursery 
care.  They  and  adults  joined  in  a 
fellowship  period  closing  each  ses¬ 
sion. 


Lafayette  Church  Has 
New  Child.  Div.  Supt. 

Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  La.,  appoints  new  Children’s  j 
Division  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
Grady  Harris.  She  has  been  the  De¬ 
partment  Superintendent  in  the 
Primary  Department  since  it  was 
first  organized;  and  taught  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Class  since  the  Church  was 
organized. 

Mrs.  Harris  has  been  on  the  Dis¬ 
trict  and  Conference  Staff  for  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School  Institutes;  and 
served  as  Director  of  our  Vacation 
Bible  School.  She  is  presently  being 
accredited  in  Children’s  Work  by 
the  General  Board  of  Education. 

Mrs.  John  Standridge  will  suc¬ 
ceed  Mrs.  Harris  as  Primary  De¬ 
partment  Superintendent.  Mrs. 
Standridge  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Commission  on  Education  this 
past  year,  and  served  one  year  as 
chairman. 


Camp  Tanako 
Schedule — 1959 

The  following  is  the  District 

and  Conference  Schedule  at 

Camp  Tanako  for  the  1959  season: 

June  1-5 — Conway  District  Inter¬ 
mediates 

June  8-12  —  Arkadelphia  District 
Intermediates 

June  15-19  —  Conference  Youth 
Camp 

June  20 — “One  Big  Day”  (Adult 
Workshop) 

June  22-27  —  Children’s  Workers 
Laboratory  School 

June  29-July  3 — Senior  Camp  I 

July  6-10 — Senior  Camp  II 

July  10-12 — Young  Adult  Camp 

July  13-16  —  Monticello  District 
Intermediates 

July  17-19 — Older  Youth  Work¬ 
shop 

July  20-24 — Camden  District  In¬ 
termediates 

July  27-31— Hope  District  Inter¬ 
mediates 

August  3-7 — Pine  Bluff  District 
Intermediates 

August  11-14  —  Small  Church 
Camp 

September  11-12 — Church  School 
Superintendents  Conference 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


The  Mission  Study  of  the  Greenwood,  Louisiana, 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  Middle  East  Pil¬ 
grimage,  was  concluded  on  March  19th. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Collins,  Study  Leader,  presented  the 
program  when  the  overall  situation  of  the  Middle  East 
was  given  at  morning  session.  Those  bringing  the  mes¬ 
sage  who  presumably  had  returned  from  a  tour  of  the 
East  where  they  had  gone  to  learn  of  the  needs  of  that 
country,  thus  bringing  a  message  to  those  back  home 
in  order  that  we  might  know  how  we  as  Christians, 
could  best  aid  the  frustrated  people  in  the  crisis  which 
exists  as  they  start  on  a  pilgrimage  seeking  the  solution 
of  their  problems. 

Three  returned  members  gave  reports  of,  Saudi 
Arabia,  Mrs.  Sadie  Haggard;  Lebanon,  Mrs.  B.  J.  John¬ 
son;  Turkey,  Mrs.  Ben  H.  Roberts. 

A  duet,  The  Morning  Light  Is  Breaking,  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Clayton  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Tilley. 

An  original  skit,  Touring  the  Middle  East,  was 
presented  by  cast  composed  of  tourists  (interpreter,  a 
native  Christian  girl)  Missionary,  Veiled  Turkish  girl 
and  Lebanese  girl.  On  this  tour  much  information  was 
given  as  to  religious,  economical  and  political  conditions 


prevailing  in  the  above  countries  to  which  was  given 
much  emphasis.  Morning  session  was  concluded  with 
devotional  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Clayton. 

In  the  recreation  room  which  had  been  decorated 
to  give  oriental  atmosphere,  a  luncheon  consisting  of  a 
menu  of  oriental  food  was  served  from  tables  decorated 
with  motifs  explaining  the  customs  of  Middle  East. 
These  were  explained  by  Linda  Bond,  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  M.Y.F.  Guest  speakers  were  two  youth  of 
M.Y.F.  who  represented  young  business  men  having 
recently  returned  from  the  East:  John  Mays  and  Gene 
Bryson. 

Young  matrons  of  newly  organized  Fidelity  Circle, 
dressed  as  orientals  participated  in  the  day’s  program, 
and  in  serving  fifty-two  members,  guests  from  Shreve¬ 
port,  East  Texas  Churches  and  Baptist  friends  of  Green¬ 
wood  Baptist  Church. 

Reverend  R.  L.  Clayton,  Pastor,  gave  an  inspira¬ 
tional  talk  and  pronounced  the  benediction. 

Pictured  above  are:  Mrs.  L.  D.  Lawton,  Mrs.  Charles 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Thomas  Burns,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Collins,  Mrs. 
J  L.  Tilley,  Mrs  William  Sims,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Phillips,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Vaughan,  Mrs.  Marvin  Tucker  and  Mrs.  Will  Smith. 


El  Dorado  Society 
Has  Mission  Study 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  met  at  the 
church  Monday,  March  9,  in  an  all¬ 
day  session  for  study  on  the  “Mid¬ 
dle  East.” 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Miller,  secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education,  directed  the 
study  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Culver  gave 
the  devotional.  Others  taking  part 
on  the  program  and  reporting  on 
the  different  phases  of  study  were 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Reasons,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mc- 
Quade,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Bentley,  Mrs. 
Henry  Long  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Farley. 

Lunch  was  served  in  Fellowship 
Hall  at  noon.  There  the  flags  of  the 
81  nations  of  the  United  Nations 
were  banked  in  greenery  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  four  tables.  The  colorful 
place  mats  were  maps  of  the  13 
countries  of  the  Middle  East.  Dishes 
typical  of  these  countries  were 
served  from  two  tables  gay  with 
cutout  mats.  Mrs.  Cliff  Wright  gave 
the  invocation. 

During  the  meal  Mrs.  J.  S.  Ripley 
reported  on  news  items  pertaining 
to  the  Middle  East  found  in  current 
magazines  and  newspapers. 

After  lunch  Mrs.  H.  E.  Mosley 
gave  a  travelogue  on  the  Middle 
East,  illustrating  her  remarks  with 
colored  slides  she  made  on  a  tour 
of  the  world.  Also  on  display  were 
art  objects,  native  to  the  Middle 
East. 

Ninety  women  participated  in  the 
day’s  activities.  Special  music  was 
provided  by  the  WSCS  Handbell 
Choir  directed  by  Mr.  James  Mellor. 
The  afternoon  session  opened  and 
closed  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Howard 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Greenhaw,  re¬ 
spectively. 


WSCS  FINANCIAL  REPORT 
NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 
3rd  QUARTER— 1958-59 


Balance  Brought 

Forward  . 

RECEIPTS: 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G  . 

$10,384.72 
.  2,991.49 

1,080.00 
.  115.00 

Result  Study: 
W.S.C.S . 

115.85 

W.S.G . 

.  3.00 

Remembrance : 
W.S.C.S . 

.  51.30 

W.S.G . 

50.00 

World  Bank, 
W.S.C.S. 

177.37 

Supplies — Foreign 
W.S.C.S . 

.  738.97 

W.S.G . 

.  146.13 

Supplies — Home : 
W.S.C.S . 

.  2,061.96 

W.S.G . 

.  564.07 

Narcotic  Ed.: 
W.S.C.S . 

.  71.32 

W.S.G . 

.  46.30 

Week  Prayer: 
W.S.C.S 

.  559.16 

W.S.G . 

.  231.79 

Pin, 

W.S.G . 

.  1.50 

Supplementary, 
W.S.C.S . 

.  50.00 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

Total— w.S.G . 

Received  from  8  District 
Treasurers  . 


?ther  receipts: 

M.Y.F . 

Children  . . 

Refunds  . 


$ 


427.35 

17.73 

356.41 


T  801.49 

J°tal  other  receipts  . 

^°tal  to  be  accounted  for  . 


$13,461.31 


$15,290.65 

4,149.28 


$19,439.93 


$  801.49 

$33,702.73 


DISBURSEMENTS: 
TO  DIVISION: 


Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $  9,714.76 

W.S.G .  2,991.49 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  1,080.00 

W.S.G .  115.00 

Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  51.30 

W.S.G .  50.00 

World  Bank, 

W.S.C.S .  177.37 

M.Y.F., 

W.S.C.S .  427.35 

Children, 

W.S.C.S .  17.73 

Total— W.S.C.S .  $11,468.51 

Total— W.S.G .  3,156.49 


Total  on  Approp. 
Supply — Foreign 
Supply — Home 

Week  Prayer  . 

Supplementary 
Bonds  for  Treas. 


.  $14,625.00 

$  885.10 

.  2,626.03 
790.95 
50.00 
77.76 


4,429.84 

$  4,429.84 

Total  to  Division  .  19,054.84 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS: 
COOPERATIVE : 

Booneville — Salary  . $  99.99 

Booneville — S.S.  Fund  .  25.00 

Car  Expense  .  183.00 

Narcotic  Ed .  250.00 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 

Cultivation : 

District  . $  797.76 

Conference  384.32 

Miscellaneous  .  188.63 

Total  Other  Disbursements  $  1,928.70 

Total  Disbursements  .  20,983.54 

Balance  in  Bank  12,719.19 


Total  amount  accounted  for  .  33,702.73 


SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— H  o  n  o  r  a  r  y 
Life:  Mrs.  Nels  Barnett,  Batesville-lst. 
Adult:  Mrs.  Franklin  Williams,  Batesville- 
lst.  Miss  Eleanor  Neill,  Newport-lst.  Baby: 
Mildred  Jo  Ledford,  Virginia  Margaret 
Ledford,  Bryn  Wood,  Newport-lst. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Roy 
Bowden,  Dover.  Mrs.  John  Smith,  N.  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock-Gardner.  Baby:  John  Randolph 
Shock,  Conway-lst.  Margaret  Jewell  Wood- 
small,  W.S.G.,  N.  Little  Rock-Washington 
Ave. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT— A  d  u  1 1 : 
Mrs.  Bob  Hanna,  Fayetteville-Wiggins. 
Baby:  Richard  Nash  Dodson,  W.S.G.,  Si- 
loam  Springs. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Miss 
Pearl  Knowlton,  Elaine.  Mrs.  R.  H.  Stew¬ 
art,  Wynne.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Rose,  Turrell. 
Baby :  Cynthia  Diane  Owens,  Earle. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Ralph  Smith,  Booneville.  Mrs.  James 
Neeley,  Fort  Smith-lst.  Mrs.  Basil  Bark¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Winifred  Gover,  W.S.G.,  Fort 
Smith-lst.  Mrs.  Joe  Armhurst,  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Deason,  Fort  Smith-Goddard.  Mrs.  Mary 
Maestri,  Mrs.  Auda  Richardson,  Green¬ 
wood.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brummett,  Fort  Smith- 
Goddard. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Honorory  Life: 
Mrs.  James  Blankenship,  Jonesboro  Dis¬ 
trict.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Stuck,  Jonesboro-lst. 
Adult:  Mrs.  O.  M.  Gilmer,  Dell.  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Simmons,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Spencer,  Harris¬ 
burg.  Mrs.  Stanley  Cox,  Mrs.  Frank  Tay¬ 
lor,  Mrs.  Quincy  Jackson,  Jonesboro-lst. 
Mrs.  Jean  Larkin,  W.S.G.,  Jonesboro-lst. 
Mrs.  Fred  Schroeder,  Jonesboro-Hunting- 
ton  Ave.  Mrs.  John  R.  Parks,  W.S.G., 
Jonesboro-Huntington  Ave.  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Stringer,  Mrs.  Margaret  Castleberry, 
Jonesboro-Huntington  Ave.  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Crutcher,  Joiner,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Harvison,  Le- 
panto.  Mrs.  Cletus  Tacker,  Whitton. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Gallegly,  Corning.  Mrs.  Fred  H. 
Berryhill,  Paragould-lst.  Mrs.  A.  F.  Mil¬ 
lion,  Pocahontas.  Baby:  Alan  Rody  Brand, 
Piggott.  David  Cochran  Gregory,  Walnut 
Ridge. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Annual  Camden  District 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  First 
Church,  El  Dorado  Thursday,  April 
23,  registration  beginning  at  8:30 
closing  at  2:45.  Nursery  will  be 
provided  and  luncheon  served  for 
one  dollar.  Special  guests  will  be 
Conference  Officers,  Mrs.  Alvin 
Stone,  and  Mrs.  Murry  B.  McLeod 
and  the  District  Rural  Worker,  Miss 
Mary  Joyce  Horton.  Training  for 
Local  Officers  will  be  conducted  in 
the  afternoon. 


Arkadelphia  District 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Arka¬ 
delphia  District  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  will  be  held  in 
First  Church,  Malvern,  Arkansas  on 
April  22,  1959.  Mrs.  Horace  Fisher, 
the  District  President,  will  preside. 
Conference  officers,  Mrs.  Alvin 
Stone,  Mrs.  Murry  McCloud  and 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott  are  expected  to  be 
guests  for  the  day. 

Mrs.  T.  T.  McNeal 


New  officers  of  Lakewood  Meth¬ 
odist  WSCS  elected  at  the  March 
meeting  are:  Mrs.  Robert  Major, 
president  succeeding  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Isaacson;  Mrs.  Branch  Fields,  vice 
president;  Mrs.  Emmett  Hays,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Nick 
Allessi,  treasurer. 
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God  In  The  Public  Schools 


A  Protestant,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Jew  discuss  one  of  the 
important  issues  in  American  life  that  is  coming  to  be  of  crucial 
concern  to  the  people. 


A  Protestant  Point  of  View 
by  Thomas  J.  Van  Loon 

IN  approaching  this  subject  from  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  one  group  in  the  Protestant  faith,  I 
have  sought  .briefly  to  identify  some  major 
factors  involved,  noting  areas  of  responsibil¬ 
ity.  These  are  organized  around  the  concepts, 
“The  School’s  Setting”,  and  “Experiences  of 
God.” 

The  School's  Setting 

The  tax-supported  public  school  is  the  agency 
in  our  society  that  provides  for  the  formal  edu¬ 
cation  of  children  and  youth.  The  school  is  not 
to  be  identified  solely  as  an  arm  of  the  state,  al¬ 
though  it  operates  within  a  framework  of  law. 
Rather,  it  is  the  creature  of  our  whole  society. 

Our  free  democratic  society  includes  much 
more  than  the  system  of  law  and  governmental 
organization  we  call  the  state.  It  includes  a  rich 
variety  of  purposes,  values,  meanings  and  be¬ 
liefs  whose  pursuits  provide  a  dynamic  commun¬ 
ity  setting  for  the  school  and  are  reflected,  in 
varying  degrees,  in  the  schools’  program. 

One  of  the  most  pervasive  elements  of  our 
culture  has  to  do  with  religion.  It  includes  not 
only  our  grounding  largely  in  the  Hebrew-Chris- 
tian  tradition  but  the  multiplying  institutional 
expressions  of  religion  and  the  increasing  volun¬ 
tary  faith-group  identification  of  our  people. 

Moreover,  religion  is  not  simply  a  concern 
limited  to  the  individual  in  his  role  as  private 
citizen.  The  state  itself  recognizes  and  respects 
the  religious  nature  of  our  people  (tax-sponsored 
chaplains,  tax  exemptions  for  churches,  etc.,) 
and  so  interprets  state-church  separation  as  not 
to  preclude  at  least  limited  cooperation  between 
the  two.  Most  Protestants  seem  to  find  this  view 
of  separation  consistent  with  both  their  under¬ 
standing  of  what  our  history  has  been  and  what 
our  practice  ought  to  be.  For  they  see  our  sys¬ 
tem  not  as  separation  with  hostility  nor  separa¬ 
tion  with  indifference;  but  as  separation  with 
cooperation  in  the  sense  of  sympathetic  associ¬ 
ation  in  the  welfare  of  our  people.  This  does  not 
mean  organic  connection  between  the  two,  nor 
does  it  mean  “establishment”  of  one  or  more 
religions. 

The  school  exists  to  prepare  the  young  for 
participation  in  American  society.  Along  with 
our  oft-mentioned  pluralism,  these  are  some  of 
the  marks  of  that  society  which  the  school  can¬ 
not  ignore  if  it  is  to  do  its  job  effectively. 

Experience  of  God 

It  is  not  the  school’s  function  to  teach  sec¬ 
tarian  religion  nor  to  judge ’between  the  rival 
faith  claims  made  by  men  in  expressing  their 
experience  of  God.  But  this  does  not  mean  that 
the  school  should  avoid  treating  religion  with 
understanding  and  appreciation.  It  may  be  help¬ 
ful  to  distinguish  several  aspects  of  religion  and 
note  how  the  school  might  deal  with  each. 

Characteristically,  religion  includes  three  ele¬ 
ments:  Worship  and  Commitment;  System  of 
beliefs;  and  Code  of  behavior  issuing  from  and 
consistent  with  one’s  worship  and  beliefs. 

True  worship  cannot  be  coerced.  Commit¬ 
ment  must  be  voluntary.  These  are  distinctly 
the  province  of  home,  church,  and  synagogue. 
But  in  some  instances  it  may  be  appropriate  to 
verbalize  the  meaning  of  these  commitments  for 
individuals  holding  them  where  the  purpose  is 
to  provide  needed  information  or  to  stimulate 
appreciation. 

Where  Integrity  of  subject  matter  or  inter¬ 
group  understanding  requires,  the  school  should 
teach  about  religious  beliefs,  not  for  purposes  of 
advocacy  but  for  understanding.  How  else,  for 
example,  can  the  Reformation,  or  mediaeval  art, 
and  mediaeval  history  be  made  meaningful? 
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The  point  here  is  that  decision  should  be  made 
primarily  upon  educational  rather  than  religious 
grounds.  This  requires  teachers  who  are  pro¬ 
fessionally  competent,  and  sophisticated  enough 
in  religious  knowledge  and  self-insight  to  treat 
the  subject  with  scholarly  objectivity  and  not 
with  evangelistic  or  proselyting  fervor. 

The  public  schools  should  encourage  behavior 
expressing  support  of  moral  and  ethical  values. 
Happily,  there  is  substantial  agreement  among 
our  people,  religious  and  non-religious  in  out¬ 
look,  about  the  importance  of  truthfulness,  jus¬ 
tice,  respect  for  others,  kindness,  and  so  on.  The 
problem  arises  at  the  point  of  the  multiple  sanc¬ 
tions  for  these  values.  The  schools  should  not 
by  emphasis  or  omission  imply  that  religious 
sanctions  for  these  values  are  unimportant. 
Teachers  ought  also  to  indicate  that  many  of 
our  citizens,  probably  the  large  majority  of  them, 
hold  religious  sanctions  for  them.  In  so  doing, 


EDITORIAL  NOTE:  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Van 
Loon  is  Director  of  the  Department  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Public  Education  of  the  Method* 
ist  Church.  Father  John  A.  Hardon  is  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Dogmatic  Theology  in  the  Jesuit 
Scholaeticate  of  West  Badon  College,  Di¬ 
vinity  School  of  Loyala  University,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.  Rabbi  Arthur  Gilbert  is  National 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Inlerrelig- 
ious  Cooperation  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  of  B'nai  B'rilh. 


the  schools  should  maintain  a  climate  conducive 
to  the  nature  of  commitments  made  in  home, 
church,  or  synagogue. 

A  Roman  Catholic  Point  of  View 
by  John  A.  Hardon 

The  current  problem  of  racial  integration  is 
minor  compared  with  the  more  critical  need  of 
integrating  religious  values  in  the  standard  cur¬ 
riculum  of  the  public  schools.  Yet  both  issues 
have  this  in  common  that  after  almost  a  century 
of  neglect  they  are  hopefully  on  the  way  to  solu¬ 
tion. 

Religious  integration  has  three  obstacles  of 
prejudice.  Most  radical  is  the  strange  theory  of 
religion  that  invaded  some  educational  circles. 
When  John  Dewey  wrote,  “Any  activity  pursued 
in  behalf  of  an  ideal  end  against  obstacles  and 
in  spite  of  threats  to  personal  loss  because  of 
conviction  of  its  general  and  enduring  value,  is 
religious  in  quality,”  he  arbitrarily  removed  the 
acceptance  of  a  personal  deity  from  association 
with  religion  and  appropriated  the  traditional 
name  for  his  own  brand  of  naturalistic  human¬ 
ism.  A  second  obstacle  arises  from  the  nature 
of  our  pluralistic  society  in  the  United  States. 
Finally,  separation  of  Church  and  State  for  some 
people  means  that  no  semblance  of  religion  may 
be  tolerated  in  the  classrooms  of  public  schools. 

Against  the  shapeless  humanism  that  influ¬ 
ential  educators  are  propounding,  religion  must 
be  defended  as  the  sum-total  of  all  the  principles 
and  laws  that  govern  our  responsibilities  to  God. 
If  we  examine  the  religious  factors  which  are 
intrinsic  to  the  public  school  curriculum,  what 
do  we  find?  What  does  religion  mean  in  Chau¬ 
cer,  Shakespeare  and  Milton;  or  in  history,  in  the 
religious  institutions  of  nations,  in  the  origins 
of  the  Jewish  people  and  Christianity,  the  rise  of 
Mohammedanism,  the  Crusades,  the  Protestant 
Reformation,  the  migration  to  America  in  search 
of  religious  freedom?  Their  common  element  is 
always  belief  in  a  Supreme  Being  who  controls 
the  happiness  of  men  and  determines  their  fu¬ 
ture  destiny. 

Less  radical  but  more  common  are  the  fears 
of  church-goers  that  religion  in  public  school 


threatens  their  denominational  status.  Here 
careful  distinction  should  be  made  between  ideas 
that  are  basic  to  all  religious  systems  and  formal 
sectarian  instruction.  Certainly  grave  limitations 
are  imposed  on  the  teaching  of  religious  values 
in  tax-supported  institutions,  arising  from  a 
heterogeneous  student  body  and  the  civil  law. 
But  limitation  is  not  elimination/  An  easily  de¬ 
finable  substratum  underlies  the  main  religious 
cultures  of  America,  within  whose  limits  teach¬ 
ers  should  be  encouraged  and  prepared  to  deal 
in  the  classroom.  This  would  include  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  Creator,  and  the  common  duty  of  all 
men  to  obey  the  moral  law  as  formulated  in  the 
Ten  Commandments. 

Does  religion  in  public  schools  contradict  a 
legitimate  separation  of  Church  and  State?  The 
simplest  approach  to  this  attitude  is  the  direct 
one.  In  all  frankness,  what  are  those  who  raise 
the  objection  opposed  to?  Not  the  separation  of 
every  kind  of  philosophy  from  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  or  the  removal  of  all  belief  irom  public 
education.  That  would  be  the  end  of  civil  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  of  the  public  schools,  since  neither 
can  operate  without  some  basic  principles,  even 
when  (as  under  Communism)  they  are  openly 
godless.  The  object  of  reproach  is  the  religious 
system  one  dislikes.  It  may  be  Christianity  or 
Judaism,  the  Catholic  Church  or  Protestantism, 
but  normally  the  irritant  will  be  a  theistic  con¬ 
cept  of  life. 

While  fully  conscious  of  the  practical  diffi¬ 
culties,  sincere  believers  do  not  oppose  religious 
integration  in  the  public  schools.  They  see  that 
other  religions  besides  their  own  give  allegiance 
to  the  same  Creator  and  Master  of  the  universe, 
and  they  are  too  familiar  with  the  tragedies  of 
history  to  want  American  youth  to  dissociate 
education  from  dependence  on  God. 

A  Jewish  Point  of  View  by  Arthur  Gilbert 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Exodus  that 
when  Moses  asked  the  Lord  by  what  name  He 
should  be  made  known  unto  the  slaves  of  Egypt, 
the  Lord  answered,  “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh”— I 
Am  That  I  Am.  The  rabbis  understood  this  to  be 
an  assertion  of  God’s  being,  uncircumscribed  by 
any  description  or  definition  of  His  particular 
nature.  This  very  assertion,  however,  had  sig¬ 
nificance  only  as  a  statement  of  a  philosophical 
principle,  but  it  was  understood  as  a  concrete 
manifestation  of  the  role  of  God  in  history.  For 
on  the  inspiration  of  this  revelation  Moses  as¬ 
sured  the  people,  “His  everlasting  faithfulness 
and  unchanging  mercy  will  more  and  more  man¬ 
ifest  themselves  in  the  guidance  of  Israel.” 

This  faith  in  the  existence  of  God  and  in  His 
special  role  as  Author  of  history  and  Guardian 
of  Israel  has  always  been  central  in  Jewish 
thought.  It  has  been  communicated  from  gene¬ 
ration  to  generation  through  the  reading  of  the 
Torah,  in  the  recitation  of  prayer,  and  by  the 
celebration  at  home  and  in  the  synagogues  of 
those  historic  occasions  on  which  God  made 
Himself  manifest  to  and  through  His  people.  Yet 
significantly  the  Jews  have  always  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  define  the  nature  of  God  narrowly  and 
specifically.  Nor  do  they  insist  upon  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  any  definition  or  creed  the  affirmation 
of  which  is  necessary  for  salvation.  The  rabbis, 
for  example,  taught  regarding  him  who  cannot 
articulate  a  belief  in  God,  “Let  him  act  as  though 
he  believed  in  God  and  he  will  be  judged  by  his 
works.” 

“I  Am  that  I  Am”  remains  therefore  a  formu¬ 
lation  of  God’s  being  that  enables  each  person, 
each  people,  each  generation  to  arrive  at  an 
understanding  of  God  and  His  will,  each  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  its  capacity  and  peculiar  experi¬ 
ences.  Ultimately  Jews  believe  man  will  be 
judged  not  on  his  articulated  expression  of  faith, 
nor  by  his  particular  definition  of  the  divine,  but 
in  accordance  with  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
lived  his  life. 

This  religious  heritage  although  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  made  explicit  in  discussions  about  touchy 
church-state  issues,  helps  explain  the  hesitation 
with  which  most  Jews  meet  efforts  to  teach 
“God”  in  public  schools.  In  our  pluralistic  soci¬ 
ety  with  its  multiplicity  of  denominations  and 
sects,  each  guaranteed  the  protective  neutrality 
of  the  state,  what  kind  of  “God”  can  be  taught 
Only  one  stripped  of  all  sectarian  associations 
and  symbols.  But  it  is  through  these  various 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Shown  at  the  groundbreaking  for  the  new  Ruashi  Church  are,  in  the 
foreground,  the  African  Mayor  of  Elisabethville  and  Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth. 


At  the  colorful  groundbreaking  ceremony,  the  Ruashi  Church 
of  Elisabethville  sings  hymns  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  present. 


choir 


Changing  History  of  the  Congo 


Sali  Kunda,  district  superintendent,  is  shown  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  service  as  Bishop  Newell  Booth  looks  on. 


By  Thomas  H.  Cloyd 
Methodist  Missionary 

January  of  this  year  saw  a  new 
page  being  written  in  the  history  of 
the  lives  of  the  people  of  Elisabeth¬ 
ville.  Why?  Because  the  people  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  of  our 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  were  interested  in  seeing 
Christ  being  born  in  the  hearts  of 
people  everywhere.  History  was  be¬ 
ing  written  when  Bishop  Booth  laid 
the  cornerstone  of  the  modern 
church  at  Ruashi,  a  suburb  of  Elisa¬ 
bethville.  This  teeming  city  of  40,- 
000  people  will  have  the  first  and 
only  Methodist  Church  to  be  built 
in  Ruashi.  The  protestants  will  be 
able  to  worship  with  heads  high 
and  hearts  humble  and  thankful. 
This  church  will  not  be  only  a  mon¬ 
ument  for  people  to  gaze  upon  but 
it  will  be  a  real  church  of  people 
honestly  seeking  the  answer  to  the 
purpose  of  life.  As  these  thousands 
of  people  stream  into  the  cities  from 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Shown,  I.  fo  r.,  at  the  services  are  the  pastor;  Mis¬ 
sionary  Bill  Starnes;  the  European  director  of  Ruashi; 
and  Bishop  Newell  Booth. 


Missionary  Tom  Cloyd  is  shown  in  the  foreground  putting  in  the  first 
stone  in  the  foundation  for  the  new  Social  Center  at  Ruashi. 


.  The  Ruashi  pastor  is  shown  putting  the  first  stone  in  the  foundation 
for  the  new  church  as  Bishop  Newell  Booth  makes  dedication. 
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Wandering  Thoughts  . . . 

from  a  Wondering  Parson 

By  Carlos  E.  Martin,  Pastor 
St.  Luke  Methodist  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 


Last  night  as  I  sat  in  my  study  my  mind  wandered  and  pondered 
many  things.  Looking  around  me  I  saw  books  on  courage,  hope,  and 
faith,  and  this  is  the  message  I  am  called  to  bring  to  you. 

The  Christian  Gospel  needs  neither  defense  nor  apology,  but 
proclamation.  Realizing  this  I  also  realize  that  no  man  is  good  enough 
to  do  this,  not  even  a  Christian  Minister.  And  yet,  I  have  been  called 
of  God  and  ordained  by  The  Methodist  Church  for  this  purpose. 

I  thank  God  again  and  again  for  those  who  have  called  me  to  re¬ 
pentance  by  asking,  “who  are  you  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  us?”  For 
they  keep  me  ever  mindful  that  I  do  not  stand  alone,  nor  do  I  stand 
with  “special  grace”  or  “special  Revelation”,  but  rather  am  caught  up 
in  the  same  day  by  day  struggle  as  they.  But  my  calling  is  a  gift  from 
God,  loaned  to  me  for  my  life,  a  gift  that  increases  in  worth  each  day, 
if  I  am  true  to  it. 

T  do  not  seek  to  be  a  hero.  I  do  not  seek  to  be  a  martyr.  I  do  not 
seek  to  be  a  “great”  preacher.  I  do  earnestly  seek  to  be  a  true  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  In  this  I  oft¬ 
en  fail,  for  so  often  I  have  mistook  myself  or  my  own  thinking  for 
the  gospel  and  this  with  dastardly  and  terrible  results.  So  often  by 
the  cult  of  personality  I  have  sought  to  win  people  to  myself,  or  even 
to  the  church,  that  friendly  fellowship  of  middle  class  white  Ameri¬ 
cans,  without  them  ever  seeing  the  Christ  or  being  won  to  Him. 

As  I  sat  there  in  the  silence  of  my  study  many  faces  came  before 
me.  Faces  of  those  whose  encouragement  has  uplifted  and  whose  con¬ 
fidence  in  me  humbles  me.  But  then  there  were  the  faces  of  those 
souls  who  had  searched  mine  and  in  the  battle  for  their  souls  and  the 
wrestling  of  their  conscience,  I  had  failed  them.  The  guilt  and  the 
burden  of  this  weights  me  down;  to  think  that  one  soul  shall  lose 
its  way  in  darkness  because  of  me.  I  cried.  The  hardest  thing  I  have 
to  face  is  the  fact  that  some  people  will  go  to  hell,  and  that  in  spite 
of  all  I  can  do,  and  others  will  go  there  because  of  the  things  I  do. 

Though  I  shall  never  be  delivered  from  this  haunting  picture, 
I  trust  that  God  shall  deal  mercifully  with  me.  This  is  all  I  can  hope 
for.  “For  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed.”  I  trust  that  in  this 
knowledge  I  shall  be  delivered  from  serving  “other  gods”.  Though 
I  feel  this  strongly  I  will  not  say  that  I  shall  not  turn  aside  for  false 
gods,  for  to  do  so  would  be  rash  and  presumptuous  and  probably  un¬ 
true.  But  my  God  is  no  longer  people,  “the  american  dream”,  money, 
churches,  programs,  success,  Bishops,  or  appointments.  This  is  not  to 
say  that  these  are  bad.  On  the  contrary  they  are  the  material  with 
which  I  myself  and  every  Methodist  minister  must  work  with  and 
for.  But  I  cannot  serve  them  as  Master,  and  they  hold  no  threat  to  my 
being  or  my  security.  I  confess  that  this  may  cause  me  to  be  the  one 
thing  I  dread  most,  a  failure.  For  a  man  can  stand  anything  but  fail¬ 
ure,  unless  it  be  success. 

Yes,  I  saw  many  faces  before  me  in  my  study  last  night.  Faces 
of  little  children  looking  happy  and  excited,  facing  life  with  vigor 
and  enthusiasm,  needing  strong  hands  and  wise  counsel  to  guide  them. 
I  saw  wrinkled  faces  and  hands  of  old  men  and  women  nearing  the 
hour  of  death,  asking  nothing  more  from  me  than  that  I  read  them 
once  again  the  precious  promises  of  God.  I  saw  faces  of  sick  people, 
hungry  people,  broken  people,  lonely  people,  confused  people,  and 
lost  people.  I  saw  faces  who  had  confided  and  confessd  to  me  things 
that  no  other  human  soul  shall  ever  know.  To  these  I  am  called  to 
serve.  Mixed  emotions  filled  my  thinking.  Crushed  by  my  own  weak¬ 
ness  I  had  some  doubts  of  that  Voice  which  had  called  me.  I  found 
myself  in  almost  utter  despair  that  seemingly  again  and  again  the 
WORD  I  had  been  called  to  deliver  had  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 

But  then  there  marched  through  my  mind  the  faces  of  those  who 
have  wrestled  with  their  souls  as  I  have  wrestled  with  mine.  Souls 
that  have  even  now  an  uneasy  conscience,  but  souls,  who  in  the 
crisis  of  life  stand  to  bear  their  witness,  however  imperfect  it  may  be. 
A  man  says  “do  you  remember  that  sermon  you  preached  three  years 
ago  in  which  you  said  ...”  I  try  to  remember  but  can’t.  But  this  man 
has  remembered  and  somehow  I  can  only  pray  that  it  has  been  a 
blessing  to  his  life. 

My  despair  began  to  give  way  to  hope  and  my  heart  was  filled 
with  joy  and  thanksgiving.  The  doubts  of  my  calling  for  the  moment 
at  least  were  absolved.  For  somehow  I  knew  now  as  I  have  never 
known  before  that  the  WORD  faithfully  proclaimed  will  rise  again 
in  the  most  unexpected  places  and  perhaps  in  the  most  unexpected 
people.  For  no  greater  reward  do  I  seek  than  this,  that  here  and  there 
a  man,  woman,  boy  or  girl  shall  stand  in  their  day  to  day  struggle 
with  life  and  in  the  moments  of  crisis  and  decision  they  shall  bear  a 
witness  for  The  Gospel’s  sake.  I  realize  more  than  ever  my  responsi¬ 
bility.  This  is  my  day.  This  is  my  time  and  whatever  it  may  demand 
of  me,  I  know  not,  and  little  does  it  matter,  but  I  cannot  be  untrue  to 
my  calling.  This  is  my  faith.  This  is  my  joy. 


W.  L.  Dunsworth  Is 
Alaska  Univ.  Business  Mgr. 

William  L.  Dunsworth,  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  has  been  appointed 
business  manager  of  the  Alaska 
Methodist  University  in  Anchorage. 
The  appointment  was  announced  by 
'  Dr.  Donald  F.  Ebright,  university 
president. 

Mr.  Dunsworth,  who  will  direct 
the  financial  and  business  affairs  of 
the  university,  has  been  bursar- 
business  manager  and  director  of 
the  division  of  business  at  Midwest¬ 
ern  University  in  Wichita  Falls  since 
1947. 

Though  the  Alaska  school  is  not 
scheduled  to  open  until  the  fall  of 
1960,  Mr.  Dunsworth  will  begin  his 
Anchorage  duties  about  June  1,  1959. 
He  will  develop  an  accounting  sys¬ 
tem,  a  purchasing  program,  and  a 
program  of  maintenance  for  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  physical  plant.  He  will  also 
devote  time  to  the  collection  of 
pledges  made  by  Anchorage  resi¬ 


dents  in  1955,  amounting  to  $723 
000. 
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How  many  of  these  jobs 
is  electricity  doing  for  you  now? 


Every  one  of  them,  probably. 
And  many  more  besides. 

You  are  putting  electricity  to 
work  in  dozens  of  ways— and 
often.  Your  dependable  electric 
service  is  at  your  command  day 
and  night  all  over  your  home. 

Nothing  else  your  family  buys 
offers  so  much  value. 


ARKANSAS 


POWER 
&  LIGHT 


COMPANY 
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Obituary 

FALKENHEIMER  —  Whereas, 
Geneva  Rountree  Falkenheiner, 
dedicated  church  woman,  active 
civic  worker,  and  loving  teacher  of 
children,  has  passed  from  death 
unto  life,  and 

Whereas,  during  her  short  stay 
upon  this  earth  she  invested  her  life 
in  her  church  in  loving  serving, 
which  endeared  her  to  those  who 
labored  with  her,  and 
Whereas,  she  served  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  in  the 
local  church  as  leader  of  Zone  V 
and  held  district  offices  including 
district  secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications,  these  responsibilities 
having  received  the  dedication  of 
a  committed  Christian, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the 
Monroe  District  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  in  session,  February  12,  1959, 
express  to  her  family  sympathy  in 
the  loss  of  this  dear  woman  and 
that  copies  of  this  resolution  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  or¬ 
ganization  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  her 
family  and  be  printed  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist. 

The  life  of  Mrs.  Falkenheimer 
dedicated  to  helping  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  by  her  many  deeds  in  the 
church,  as  well  as  every  day  life, 
was  ended  on  November  1,  1958  at 
the  Oeschner  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Mrs.  Falkenheiner  joined  the 
Methodist  church  in  Vidalia  in  1906 
where  she  became  a  worker  in  Sun¬ 
day  School,  later  a  teacher,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  choir,  pianist  and 
organist,  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Society,  as  well  as  other  official  po¬ 
sitions  in  the  organization. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Fred  Falkenheiner,  and  a  son,  Fred, 
Jr.  Besides  these  she  leaves  an  aunt, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Heinemann  of  Rayville, 
La.;  a  sister,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Schiele  of 
Vidalia;  a  brother,  W.  L.  jtountree 
and  a  number  of  nieces  and 
nephews. 


CHAPMAN  —  Mrs.  A.  Bascom 
Chapman,  nee  Odelle  Gee,  was  born 
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Nov.  20,  1878  at  Hamner,  Alabama, 
in  Sumter  County,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Paul  Gee. 

Her  early  education  was  gained 
in  the  elementary  schools  of  Ala¬ 
bama.  She  also  attended  college 
there.  Her  church  affiliation  began 
at  an  early  age  when  she  joined  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  was  a  very 
active  worker  and  gave  generously 
of  her  many  talents. 

At  Sumpterville,  Alabama,  in 
1898,  she  became  the  bride  of  A. 
Bascom  Chapman.  She  then  came 
to  the  Archibald  community  with 
her  husband  and  helped  to  establish 
a  Christian  home.  There  were  five 
children  born  of  this  union:  Paul 
Gee  Chapman,  who  preceded  his 
mother  in  death  about  one  year,  W. 
O.  Chapman,  Mrs.  Mitt  Holloway, 
D.  Bascom  Chapman,  and  a  baby, 
Leon  Chapman,  who  died  in  infan¬ 
cy.  She  also  took  in  a  colored  girl 
(now  Eliza  Ware),  whose  mother 
had  died  and  kept  her  for  many 
years.  A  strong  bond  existed  be¬ 
tween  these  two  until  the  day  of  her 
death. 

Losing  her  husband  in  March, 
1924,  while  still  quite  young,  she 
devoted  herself  to  educating  her 
children,  doing  her  civic  duties  and 
taking  over  the  job  as  church  treas¬ 
urer  at  Little  Creek,  a  job  her  hus¬ 
band  had  held  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
She  served  in  this  capacity  for  many 
years,  always  loving  the  church  and 
performing  her  duties  there  in  a 
most  efficient  and  loyal  manner. 
Her  sacrificial  giving  was  an  inspi¬ 
ration  to  all  who  knew  her.  She 
maintained  a  keen  interest  in  the 
church  and  in  all  of  its  activities 
even  after  she  was  too  ill  to  attend 
the  services. 

She  was  a  true  lady  of  the  “Old 
South.”  Her  graciousness  and  splen¬ 
did  hospitality  were  felt  by  all  who 
entered  her  home.  She  maintained 
a  brave  heart  and  a  cheerful  spirit 
during  a  long  illness.  In  Christian 
resignation  and  fortitude  she  bore 
her  suffering  and  made  life  sweeter 
for  all  who  knew  her.  Her  memory 
remained  very  keen  until  the  day 
of  her  death,  and  it  was  a  rare  priv¬ 
ilege  to  sit  with  her  and  listen  as 
she  would  recall  the  old  days  when 
this  community  was  hardly  more 
than  a  wilderness. 

On  Dec.  10,  1958,  at  the  age  of  80 
years  and  20  days  she  was  called  to 
her  heavenly  home.  Her  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  E. 
W.  Corley,  pastor  of  the  Little 
Creek  Methodist  Church,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Ronald  Wilkins  of  the  Alto 
Presbyterian  Church.  Interment  fol¬ 


lowed  in  the  Little  Creek  Cemetery 
under  the  direction  of  the  Mulhearn 
Funeral  Home  of  Rayville. 

Mrs.  Chapman  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  W.  O.  Chapman,  of  Archibald, 
and  D.  Bascom  Chapman,  of  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  a  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  S. 
Holloway,  of  Crowley;  nine  grand¬ 
children  and  fourteen  great-great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Pallbearers  were  Benton  Bar- 
more,  Ernest  Archibald,  Carey 
Smith,  Leonard  B.  Archibald,  David 
Smith,  Herman  Grant,  J.  D.  Stuart 
and  Jimmy  Logan. 

By  One  Who  Loved  Her. 


THE  CHANGING  HISTORY 
OF  THE  CONGO 

(Continued  from  page  13) 
the  villages  their  minds  will  be 
searching  and  their  eyes  will  be 
opened.  This  church  will  be  an  in¬ 
strument  in  God’s  hands  to  lead 
these  people  to  Christ. 

History  was  also  made  when  the 
ground  was  dedicated  for  the  new 
Social  Center  to  be  built  also  with 
the  money  geared  toward  Ruashi. 
This  center  will  help  mould  these 
new  Christians  into  workers  for  the 
good  of  all  as  they  enter  into  sports, 
activities  with  groups,  family  nights 
and  other  interests  for  all  age 
groups. 

As  the  giant  of  the  world,  AFRI¬ 
CA,  awakens.  Won’t  it  be  a  joy  to 
know  that  we  had  a  small  part  in 
shaping  it  to  serve  the  world  rather 
than  destroy  it?  Africa  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  because  of  the  interest  of  the 
Christian  people  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  Thank  you. 


GOD  IN  THE 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
associations  and  symbols  that  we 
come  to  know  God,  each  in  our  own 
way! 

Let  us  rather  “judge  the  man  by 
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his  work”,  and  the  student  by  his 
way  of  behaving.  The  public  school 
must  not  insist  upon,  impose  or  raise 
questions  concerning  a  child’s  reli¬ 
gious  belief.  It  may  make  no  judge¬ 
ment  with  regard  to  the  multiple 
sanctions  the  American  people  hold 
for  their  values.  The  public  school 
can  and  should  communicate,  how¬ 
ever,  the  values  shared  by  all  reli¬ 
gious  groups:  truth,  justice,  respect 
for  the  worth  and  dignity  of  the  in¬ 
dividual.  The  school  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  teach  about  the  role  of  re¬ 
ligions  and  religious  institutions  in 
making  of  our  civilization;  neither 
art,  literature,  nor  .history  can  be 
taught  without  recognizing  religious 
motivations  and  influences.  The 
school  has  the  duty  of  respecting 
whatever  religious  beliefs  and  con¬ 
victions  the  student  brings  with  him 
from  home  or  religious  school.  But 
to  involve  the  public  school  in  the 
teaching  of  religion  for  the  purpose 
of  achieving  religious  commitment 
deprives  parents  of  their  most  pre¬ 
cious  rights,  and  religious  educators 
of  their  profoundest  responsibilities. 
Inevitably  it  would  lead  to  interre¬ 
ligious  strife  and  tension. 

Today  more  Americans  are  church 
and  synagogue  members  than  ever 
before  in  our  history.  Religion  con¬ 
tinues  to  flourish  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  because  religion  is  neith¬ 
er  hampered  by  the  state  nor  de¬ 
pendent  on  it  for  support  that  our 
religious  institutions  have  developed 
such  vitality  and  creativeness.  Our 
public  schools  protect  our  demo¬ 
cratic  heritage  by  instilling  the  love 
of  truth  and  respect  for  people.  In 
this  effort  the  school  serves  the  will 
of  God. 
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Greater  Parish  Of 
DeSoto  Methodists 
Meets  At  Keatchie 


Eight  Methodist  Churches  repre¬ 
senting  most  of  the  groups  of  the 
denomination  located  in  DeSoto 
Parish  at  the  call  of  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper, 
met  at  Keatchie  Methodist  Church 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a  co¬ 
operative  movement  in  the  area. 
Most  of  the  churches  present  at  the 
time  voted  to  enter  into  such  a 
program  and  the  others  will  discuss 
the  possibility  with  their  members 
and  report  later. 

Rearrangement  of  the  churches 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  easier 
for  ministers  to  serve  and  to  give 
more  time  to  each  was  the  initial 
cause  of  the  program. 

It  is  the  hope  that  a  service  will 
be  possible  in  each  church  each 
Sunday.  The  Grand  Cane  Church 
and  the  Bethel  Church  will  be 
served  by  a  minister  living  in  Grand 
Cane. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


predictions,  which  include  the  rise 
of  3  million  in  Methodist  Church 
membership  by  1975,  are  the  result 
of  studies  in  which  the  Publishing 
House  and  management  consultants 
have  been  engaged  for  the  past  two 
years. 

Pierce  quoted  Government 
sources  as  setting  U.  S;  population 
at  221  million  by  1975  as  compared 
with  the  1957  count  of  172  million. 
Methodist  Church  membership  for 
1975  was  predicted  at  12.3  million 
and  Methodist  church  school  en¬ 
rollment  between  9  and  10  million. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
is  the  official  publishing  agency  for 
The  Methodist  Church.  It  is  a  self- 
sustaining,  non-profit  organization. 
Net  income  above  business  reserves 
goes  to  the  retired  ministers  of  the 
church. 


Dedication  Services 
Are  Held  At 
Choudrant  Church 

Dedication  services  were  held  at 
the  Choudrant  Methodist  Church  on 
March  22.  The  act  of  dedication  was 
led  by  Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  assisted  by  Rev.  David  Corley, 
pastor  of  the  church. 

Following  the  dedication  service, 
lunch  was  served  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  the  church  with  open  house 
from  1:00  until  4:00  p.m. 

Construction  was  begun  on  the 
sanctuary  in  the  spring  of  1957.  The 
first  service  was  held  in  December 
of  the  same  year. 

All  indebtedness  was  retired  in 
October  1958.  The  value  of  the  new 
building  and  facilities  is  $28,000. 


LIGHT  IN  THE 
DARK  CONTINENT 

(Continued  from,  page  1) 
the  freedom  that  the  primitive  peo¬ 
ple  imagine  they  are  getting  will 
reveal  itself  as  oppression,  deeper 
and  darker  than  anything  that  held 
sway  in  Africa  before  the  white 
man  came. 

Although  Dr.  Mason  obtained  of¬ 
ficial  approval  of  the  General  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  take  the  journey 
which  began  January  30  and  ended 
March  8,  he  paid  his  own  expenses. 
During  his  tour,  he  visited  six  mis¬ 
sion  hospitals,  and  did  surgical  work 
in  three  of  them.  It  is  his  hope  that 
other  doctors  will  follow  his  ex¬ 
ample.  He  visited  the  hospitals  at 
Ganta  in  Liberia,  Accra  in  Ghana, 
and  the  Belgian  Congo.  “At  one 
time”  he  said,  “I  was  400  miles 


METH.  PUBLG.  HOUSE 
MAKES  EXPANSION 
CHANGES;  JUNE  1 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

manager  of  the  Southeastern  Re¬ 
gion  in  the  Richmond  area;  Brunner 
R.  Hunt,  now  an  assistant  in  the 
executive  offices,  who  will  be  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Los  Angeles  House;  and 
Ernest  G.  Chandler,  Jr.,  who  will 
manage  the  San  Francisco  House. 
Returning  to  Nashville  to  become 
the  regional  sales  manager  will  be 
E.  Hyman  Bowers,  Jr.,  since  1955 
sales  manager  of  the  Pittsburgh 
house. 

Also  receiving  Nashville  appoint¬ 
ments  are  William  D.  Gosey,  who 
will  be  office  manager  of  the  South¬ 
ern  regional  center;  Sam  L.  Garret- 
son,  who  will  head  the  regional 
shipping  department;  Clifford  Mc¬ 
Rae,  regional  audio-visual  supervi¬ 
sor;  Miss  Carolyn  Gabriel,  regional 
field  representative;  and  Mrs.  Jac- 
qualine  Bowers,  regional  supervisor 
for  Methodist  church  school  litera¬ 
ture.  All  appointments  are  effective 
June  1. 

The  announcements  concerning 
Kansas  City  and  Nashville  were  a 
part  of  a  general  statement  made 
to  Methodist  Publishing  House  em¬ 
ployees  this  week  by  Pierce  in 
which  he  outlined  growth  predic¬ 
tions  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
within  the  next  fifteen  years.  These 


from  a  telephone  or  a  radio.”  Dr. 
Mason  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Other  features  of  the  Family 
Night  program  of  the  church  were 
a  rendition  of  “The  Redeemer”  by 
the  chancel  choir  of  the  church,  and 
a  motion  picture,  “The  King  of 
Kings”  in  observance  of  Holy  Week. 


The  Bethany  Church  will  have 
full  time,  and  a  new  charge  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  bringing  the  Stonewall 
and  Keithville  Churches  together.  A 
committee  from  these  groups  is 
studying  securing  a  home  for  their 
minister,  who  will  be  appointed  the 
last  week  in  May. 

Rev.  P.  M.  Caraway,  who  is  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Confederate  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Shreveport,  will  serve 
the  Longstreet  Church,  and  Rev, 
Leonard  Cooke,  Vice-President  of 
Centenary  College  will  continue  to 
go  to  Keatchie  Church.  The  remain¬ 
ing  churches  will  be  served  by 
students  from  Centenary  College. 

Monthly  meeting  of  the  ministers 
will  be  held  in  order  to  plan  the 
work  more  closely,  and  quarterly 
meetings  will  be  held  in  order  that 
representative  laymen  and  women 
will  keep  every  one  abreast  of  the 
program  of  the  church  as  it  moves 
along. 

This  is  not  a  new  project  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  but  it  is  the  first 
time  it  is  being  tried  in  this  area. 

The  large  number  of  people  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  meeting  gave  it  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  approval. 


In  addition  to  those  sections  of 
the  organization  already  named, 
Cincinnati  and  Nashville  are  the  lo¬ 
cations  of  the  two  printing  plants 
of  the  house,  and  Nashville  is  the 
home  of  Abingdon  Press,  its  book 
publishing  division. 


The  above  women  and  children  took  part  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
Program  which  was  held  in  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of 
Bunkie.  One  service  was  held  for  the  adults  of  the  community  and  another 
special  service  for  the  children  of  Bunkie. 


Harris,  W.  G.  Kelly,  who  presented  the  building  to 
Rev.  David  Corley,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Luman  Douglas, 
district  superintendent,  pictured  upper  left  and  upper 
right  respectively,  for  dedication. 


Pictured  is  the  newly  completed  Choudrant  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Inset  are  the  building  committee  and 
trustees  of  the  church,  I.  to  r.,  H.  E.  Morrison,  Mrs.  John 
E.  Ford,  I.  L.  Barr,  Roy  Holstead,  R.  B.  Wining,  Levi 
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Spring  Drives  Launched  To  Clothe  Needy 
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Juris.  Convocation 
Draws  Large 
Group  from  Area 

A  large  delegation  from  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana  headed  by  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  attended  the  three- 
day  quadrennial  session  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Convo¬ 
cation  in  Kansas  City,  April  7-9. 

The  theme  “The  Local  Church 
and  Christian  Strategy  For  A  Strug¬ 
gling  World”  was  explored  in  con¬ 
vocation  addresses  and  interest 
groups,  and  in  the  Mid-Quadrennial 
Promotion  Conference  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  Promotion  and 
Cultivation. 

General  sessions  of  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  were  held  in  the  Music  Hall  of 
the  Kansas  City  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium.  Various  commissions, 
boards,  and  interested  group  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  in  the  President  and 
the  Continental  Hotels. 

Among  the  featured  speakers 
were  Bishop  Hazen  Werner  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  who  spoke  Tuesday 
evening  on  the  Methodist  Advance 
program;  Dr.  Harold  C.  Case  of 
Boston  University  who  spoke  on 
Methodist  Higher  Education;  Bish¬ 
op  Richard  C.  Raines  of  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  who  spoke  on  Christian  Voca¬ 
tions;  Dr.  Raymond  J.  Seeger  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  who  spoke  on 
“Frontiers  of  Science,”  and  Dr.  Paul 
V.  Galloway  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 
who  presented  a  summarized  report 
of  the  Conference  on  Promotion  and 
Cultivation. 

Among  those  attending  from  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  who  had 
places  of  leadership  in  the  program 
were  Bishop  Martin,  Dr.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton  of  Little  Rock,  chairman  of 
the  Jurisdictional  Council;  Dr.  Cecil 
R.  Culver  of  El  Dorado,  chairman 
of  the  Jurisdictional  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism;  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule  of  Pine 
Bluff,  chairman  of  Jurisdictional 
Boards  of  Hospitals  and  Homes;  Dr. 
Guy  Hicks  of  Alexandria,  chairman 
of  the  Jurisdictional  Commission  on 
Finance;  Dr.  James  T.  Harris  of 
Monroe,  Workshop  Discussion  lead¬ 
er;  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart  of  Camden, 
Workshop  Discussion  leader;  Dr. 
Roy  I.  Bagley  of  Fayetteville,  Work¬ 
shop  Discussion  leader;  and  Robert 
P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  Jurisdictional 
Council  member. 

The  Jurisdictional  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
Tuesday  morning,  with  sessions  at 
the  National  College  for  Christian 
Workers. 

Another  high  point  of  interest  in 
the  Convocation  schedule  was  the 
inauguration  of  Dr.  Don  W.  Holter 
as  president  of  the  National  Meth¬ 
odist  Theological  Seminary  in  Kan- 
sas  City. 

Still  another  high  point  of  inter¬ 
est  were  the  group  meetings  on 
Thursday  morning.  Dr.  Nels  F.  S. 
Free  of  Andover  Newton  Theologi¬ 
cal  School  led  the  ministerial  group 
in  a  discussion  of  current  theologi- 


New  York  (CWS)— Special  Spring 
Drives  in  the  interest  of  the  United 
Clothing  Appeal  of  American 
churches  for  serviceable  used  cloth¬ 
ing  to  aid  needy  people  overseas 


cal  thought.  Robert  G.  Mayfield, 
staff  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Lay  Activities,  led  the  laymen’s 
group,  and  Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman, 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
division,  led  the  women’s  group. 

The  quadrennial  meeting  of  the 
annual  conference  secretaries,  stat¬ 
isticians  and  treasurers  was  held  on 
Thursday  afternoon  and  Friday. 
Among  those  attending  were  Rev. 
Louis  Averitt  of  Little  Rock,  Rev. 
J.  Ralph  Clayton  of  Little  Rock  and 
Rev.  Jack  Midyett  of  Haynesville, 
Louisiana. 


will  be  emphasized  in  thousands  of 
churches  across  the  nation  during 
the  April  15-June  15  period. 

Minimum  goal  of  the  1959  appeal 
beginning  this  Spring  is  for  ten 
million  pounds. 

A  highlight  among  cooperative 
regional  and  state  United  Clothing 
Appeal  efforts,  Dr.  Wilson  said,  is 
the  Cross-State  Clothing  Caravan 
sponsored  by  the  New  York  State 
Council  of  Churches  participated  in 
by  churches  in  the  Rochester,  Buf¬ 
falo,  Syracuse  and  Albany  areas 
with  concerted  simultaneous  appeals 
in  each  of  the  major  cities. 

Donations  of  clothing  by  individ¬ 
uals  in  areas  where  concerted  drives 
may  be  delayed,  Dr.  Wilson  said, 
may  be  forwarded  through  individ- 
( Continued  on  page  14) 
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First  Church- Wide 
Human  Relations 
Conf.,  Aug.  31-Sept.  4 

Eight  general  agencies  of  The 
Methodist  Church  will  share  in 
sponsoring  the  first  church-wide 
Methodist  Conference  on  Human 
Relations  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas,  Aug.  31 
to  Sept.  4.  Some  1,200  delegates 
are  expected  from  throughout  the 
United  States  and  other  countries. 

The  conference  will  deal  with 
three  basic  questions: 

— What  is  our  Christian  witness 
on  race? 

— What  is  the  nature  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  racial  crisis  in  our  nation 
and  the  world? 

— What  can  Methodists  do? 

A  number  of  regional  conferences 
on  race  relations  have  been  held  in 
recent  years  under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations  and  various 
episcopal  areas.  Findings  from  the 
research  and  study  which  went  into 
these  conferences  will  be  available 
to  discussion  groups  at  the  Dallas 
meeting. 

The  cooperating  agencies  are  the 
Board  of  Evangelism,  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  Board  of  Lay  Activi¬ 
ties,  the  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations,  the  Commission 
on  Chaplains,  and  the  three  divisions 
of  the  Board  of  Missions — the  Di¬ 
vision  of  National  Missions,  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  World  Missions,  and  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service. 

The  plan  of  seating  delegates 
calls  for  a  basic  delegation  of  nine 
persons  from  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence:  one  district  superintendent, 
two  ministers  and  six  lay  persons, 
two  of  whom  shall  be  women. 

Registration  for  the  conference  is 
being  handled  through  the  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
740  Rush  Street,  Chicago  11,  Ill. 
The  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  is  coordinat¬ 
or  for  the  agencies  planning  the  con¬ 
ference. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  April  23-May  2  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

April  23  Ephesians  5:21-32 

April  24  . Ephesians  6:  1-9 

April  25  Ephesians  6:10-24 

April  26  Philippians  1:  1-11 

April  27  Philippians  1:12-18 

April  28  Philippians  1:19-30 

April  29  Philippians  2:  1-11 

April  30  Philippians  2:12-18 

May  1  Philippians  2:19-30 

May  2  . Philippians  3:  1-11 


Bishops  Attend  New 
Seminary  Chapel 
Dedication  Services 

Washington  (MI) — Fifty -one 
Methodist  bishops  from  throughout 
the  nation  participated  in  11  a.m. 
dedication  services  here  April  17  for 
the  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
chapel-administration  building  at 
4400  Massachusetts  Avenue,  N.W. 

Bishop  Herbert  Welch,  96,  color¬ 
ful  senior  bishop  of  The  Methodist 
Church  who  is  known  for  his  wis¬ 
dom  and  vigor,  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  who 
presides  over  the  Washington  Epis¬ 
copal  Area  and  is  the  outgoing  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  read 
the  liturgy  of  dedication  written  by 
the  seminary’s  president,  Dr.  Nor¬ 
man  L.  Trott. 

The  service,  which  was  attended 
by  invitation  only,  marked  achieve¬ 
ment  of  a  plan  to  move  76-year-old 
Westminster  Theological  Seminary 
from  Westminster,  Maryland,  to  the 
American  University  campus.  In  the 
two-year  moving  process,  the  semi¬ 
nary  changed  its  name  to  honor 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  and  en¬ 
larged  its  student  body,  curriculum, 
faculty  and  building  facilities. 

The  350-seat  chapel,  designed  for 
daily  student  use,  was  filled  with 
bishops  and  their  wives,  faculty 
members  and  their  wives,  students, 
representatives  of  14  Methodist  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Kresge  Foundation. 

MacLeod  Joins  Staff 
Of  ‘Upper  Room’ 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
(MI) — Earle  H.  Mac¬ 
Leod,  Chicago,  a 
staff  member  of  the 
Methodist  General 
Board  of  Lay  Activi¬ 
ties,  has  become  art 
director  for  The  Up¬ 
per  Room  April  15. 

The  Upper  Room, 
published  by  the 
Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  here,  is  a  daily 
devotional  guide  with  a  circulation 
of  more  than  3,000,000.  It  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  38  editions  and  31  lan¬ 
guages. 

Mr.  Mac  Leod’s  position  is  a  newly 
created  one,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Manning  Potts,  Nashville,  editor  of 
The  Upper  Room.  Responsibility  for 
art  work  has  been  shared  by  other 
staff  members  up  until  this  time. 

Mr.  Mac  Leod  has  served  The 
Methodist  Church  in  general  de¬ 
nominational  work  since  1945. 


SEOUL,  Korea  (RNS)  RE-  k 
LIGIOUS  RETREAT  IN  KO- 
REA  —  American  soldiers 
stationed  in  Korea  enter 
the  quonset-chapel  that  is  * 
part  of  the  religious  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  Seoul. 
Though  there  is  nothing  in¬ 
spiring  in  the  looks  of  a 
hut,  the  flower-decorated 
altar  and  religious  objects 
convert  the  interior  of  this 
one  into  a  sacred  building 
with  an  atmosphere  of  holi¬ 
ness.  A  regular  chapel  for 
the  center  is  under  con¬ 
struction  and  is  to  be  dedi¬ 
cated  on  April  20  by  the 
Army  Chief  of  Chaplains. 

—RNS  Photo 
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Methodist  Avenue,  U.S.A. 

How  many  are  39,317  houses  of 
worship  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
plus  14,000  churches  of  other  U.S. 
Methodist  bodies?  Perhaps  it 
would  help  to  visualize  the  num¬ 
ber  this  way:  Imagine  a  long, 
continuous  avenue,  with  no  cross 
roads,  stretching  southwest  from 
New  York.  On  it  put  all  these 
Methodist  churches  and  parson¬ 
ages  side  by  side,  allowing  200 
feet  for  each  church,  50  feet  for 
each  parsonage.  It  would  take 
one  week  for  a  tourist  to  pass 
them  all,  driving  eight  hours  a 
day  at  the  speed  limit  of  45  m.p.h. 
When  the  last  church  is  passed 
the  N.Y.  driver  will  find  that  he 
passed  Los  Angeles  79  miles  back 
there  where  the  bee-line  turned 
south  for  San  Diego,  a  distance  of 
2,537  miles.  (MI) 

Contest  Announced 
For  Commemoration 
Hymn  Words 

Chicago  (MI) — Together  magazine 
is  seeking  new  words  for  an  old 
hymn  tune,  and  will  pay  good  mon¬ 
ey  for  them. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  new 
monthly  family  magazine  published 
in  Chicago  has  announced  in  its 
current  issue  that  it  will  welcome 
new  lyrics  for  the  well-known  tune 
of  Hymn  86  in  The  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal,  “Hark!  the  herald  angels  sing,” 
composed  by  Felix  Mendelssohn- 
Bartholdy. 

The  hymn  judged  best  will  be 
published  in  Together’s  special  No¬ 
vember  issue,  which  will  feature  the 
church’s  175th  anniversary.  The  au¬ 
thor  of  the  prize-winning  hymn  will 
receive  $100. 

Rules  stipulate  that  the  hymn 
have  only  three  stanzas  and  that 
the  lyrics  “should  catch  the  tempo 
of  dynamic  Methodism  moving 
across  the  continent  .  .  .  and  some¬ 
thing  of  what  Methodists  believe.” 

All  entries  must  be  received  be¬ 
fore  June  1,  1959,  and  should  be 
adressed  to  Music  Editor,  Together, 
740  N.  Rush  Street,  Chicago  11,  Ill. 


Pastors  Hear  Church  People  Hold  The 
Balance  Of  Power  In  Public  Opinion 

Three  Area  Pastors  Attend  National  Seminar 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (MI) — Ninety  Methodist  ministers  of  45  states 
were  here  April  7-9  for  a  first-hand  look  at  the  nation’s  capitol  and  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  in  operation. 

Included  in  the  number  were  three  pastors  from  the  Arkansas-Louisi- 
ana  Area.  They  were  Rev.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Lafayette,  Louisiana;  Rev. 
Jesse  L.  Johnson  of  North  Little  Rock;  and  Rev.  Joe  R.  Phillips,  Jr.,  Gurdon, 
Arkansas. 

The  occasion  was  the  13th  Ministers’  Seminar  sponsored  by  the  Meth¬ 


odist  Board  of  Education,  Nashville, 
Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Spann,  director  of 
Department  of  Ministerial  Education. 

“Church  people  may  well  hold  the 
balance  of  power  in  public  opinion 
needed  to  awaken  Americans  to  the 
imperative  need  of  a  positive  foreign 
policy  program,”  the  group  was  told 
by  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  of 
Minnesota. 

He  received  a  rousing  ovation 
when  he  concluded  a  90-minute  out¬ 
line  of  his  own  views  on  such  a  pro¬ 
gram,  stressing  “people,  progress 
and  peace.” 

“We  seem  to  be  too  busy  to  think 
in  depth  about  our  international 
problems  and  opportunities,”  Sen. 
Humphrey  said.  “We  seem  to  have 
lost  contact  with  people — like  those 
of  Asia,  Africa,  India  and  Latin 
America — who  are  on  fire  in  the 
greatest  revolution  of  all  time  as 
they  try  to  pull  themselves  out  of 
the  muck.” 

He  told  the  group:  “I  am  a  liberal 
politician  because  I  read  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  New  Testament.” 

Another  speaker  who  urged  more 
church  action  in  behalf  of  world 
peace  was  Dr.  Garland  Evans  Hop¬ 
kins,  secretary  of  the  Continuing 
Committee  on  Muslin-Christian  Co¬ 
operation. 

“The  best  hope  for  world  peace 
lies  in  cooperation  between  the  Mus¬ 
lim  and  Christian  faiths,”  he  said, 
and  warned  that  Christian  mission¬ 
ary  efforts  to  convert  Muslims  “have 
alienated  potential  friends  at  a  time 
when  both  groups  fight  for  survival 
in  the  Middle  East.” 

Other  speakers  included  Rev. 
Frederie  Fox,  first  clergyman  to 
serve  on  a  Presidents  staff  since  the 
Lincoln  Administration;  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Vandeusen  of  the  National 


Tenn.  Guiding  the  seminar  was  the 
In-Service  Training  for  the  board’s 

Reports  Increase  In 
Meth.  General  Funds 

Chicago  (MI) — Receipts  for  The 
Methodist  Church’s  general  funds 
for  the  past  10  months  show  a  3.97 
per  cent  gain  over  a  similar  period 
a  year  ago,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg,  Chicago,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Council  on  World  Serv¬ 
ice  and  Finance. 

His  report,  issued  April  3,  covers 
the  period  from  June  1,  1958, 
through  March  31,  1959,  and  shows 
comparisons  with  the  same  10- 
month  period  last  year. 

Total  receipts  for  the  church’s  10 
general  benevolence  and  admini¬ 
strative  funds  during  the  first  10 
months  of  the  current  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  $16,261,461.61 — an  increase  of 
$621,503.55,  or  3.97  per  cent. 

Lutheran  council;  Dr.  Arthur  Flem¬ 
ming,  cabinet  member;  Congress¬ 
men  A.  S.  J.  Carnahan  of  Missouri 
and  Chester  E.  Merrow  of  N.  H  ; 
Senator  Karl  E.  Mundt  of  S.  D.  and 
Argentia  Ambassador  Cesar  Barros 
Hurtado. 

Several  seminar  principals  spoke 
“off  the  record”  as  they  took  the 
ministers  behind  the  scenes  of  com¬ 
plex  government  operations. 

These  included  representatives  of 
the  United  Nations,  the  State  De¬ 
partment  and  other  agencies. 

Dr.  Spann  announced  that  no  sem¬ 
inar  will  be  held  next  year  due  to 
General  Conference.  Delegates  to 
the  1961  seminar  will  be  chosen  from 
a  list  of  nominees  prepared  by  those 
in  attendance  this  year. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  DALAI  LAMA'S  BROTHER 
HITS '  RED  INTERFERENCE  —  The  eldest  brother  of 
Tibet's  Dalai  Lama  (left)  is  shown  during  a  press  con¬ 
ference  at  Church  World  Service  headquarters  in  New 
York  with  R.  Norris  Wilson,  CWS  executive  director 
(center);  and  Jan  S.  F.  VanHoogstraten,  director  of  the 
group's  Ecumenical  Scholarship  Exchange.  The  37-year- 
old  former  high  ranking  lama,  who  lives  in  New  York 


under  the  "western  name"  of  Thubten  J.  Norbu,  de¬ 
clared  that  the  anti-Communist  revolt  in  his  homeland 
was  sparked  by  Red  interference  with  the  spiritual  life 
in  the  Buddhist  monasteries  of  Lhasa,  the  small  nation's 
capital  and  religious  center.  Mr.  Norbu  came  to  this 
country  in  7955  as  a  refugee  from  Tibet  under  the 
auspices  of  CWS,  welfare  agency  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  (RNS  photo) 


Future  Homemakers 

Give  Christianity 
Top  Rating 

Little  Rockk,  Ark.  (RNS) — A  spot 
poll  of  the  girls  attending  the  annual 
Future  Homemakers  of  America 
convention  here  disclosed  they  be¬ 
lieve  the  Christian  approach  to  life 
is  the  soundest  basis  on  which  to 
found  a  happy  home. 

The  tenor  of  the  two-day  con¬ 
vention  was  built  around  the  theme 
‘How  to  Prepare  for  the  Future  as 
Homemakers.”  Much  emphasis  was 
put  on  the  “economics”  of  the  home¬ 
making  chore,  yet  underlying  this 
was  the  feeling  that  a  good  Chris¬ 
tian  attitude  is  a  necessary  require¬ 
ment. 

“A  religious  background  is  the 
foundation  for  a  homemaker,”  said 
Colema  Huckaba,  17,  of  Oil  Trough, 
Ark.  “You  start  with  that  then  you 
concentrate  on  being  a  good  cook 
and  a  good  manager.” 

“When  I  think  of  a  good  home¬ 
maker,”  said  Marcia  Edwards,  15, 
of  Searcy,  Ark.,  “I  think  of  a  woman 
in  a  religious  home  where  love  and 
affection  are  the  main  things.” 

"Right,”  echoed  Paulette  Kessler, 
15,  of  the  same  town.  “You’ve  got 
to  have  a  family  that  centers  around 
the  love  of  God.  You’ve  got  to  have 
complete  understanding  of  each 
other  and  there  has  to  be  a  lot  of 
‘give  and  take’  on  each  side.” 

Sandra  Dixon,  15,  of  Pine  Bluff, 
declared  there  is  no  substitute  for  a 
nightly  meeting  with  the  family.  “A 
wholesome  household  will  hold 
these  meetings  every  day  or  night 
and  study  the  word  of  God,”  she 
said. 

Judy  Simmons,  14,  of  Oil  Trough, 
asked,  “How  can  you  raise  children 
*n  a  home  that  doesn’t  have  a  Chris¬ 
tian  atmosphere?”  “It’s  easy  to  learn 
how  to  cook  and  sew,  but  it’s  a  little 
harder  to  make  a  Christian  home,” 
she  said.  “I  think  the  ideal  home¬ 
maker  is  the  woman  who  can  do 
this.” 


Associated  Church 
Press  Maps 
Larger  Program 

New  York  (RNS) — Protestant  and 
Orthodox  editors  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  Associated  Church  Press 
here  approved  expansion  plans  to 
increase  the  organization’s  services, 
syndication  and  research. 

They  voted  to  employ  a  full-time 
administrative  officer  and  other 
staff  members,  and  establish  a  na¬ 
tional  headquarters  and  an  informa¬ 
tion  bureau  in  a  location  not  yet 
designated,  as  well  as  a  part-time 
“listening  post”  in  the  nation’s  Capi¬ 
tol. 

Founded  in  1916,  the  ACP  repre¬ 
sents  156  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
publications  in  this  country  and 
Canada  with  a  circulation  of  nearly 
15,000,000.  Included  among  the 


Comics  Clean-Up 
Pays  Off  In 
Higher  Circulations 

New  York  (RNS) — Since  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  an  industry-regulated 
cleanup,  comics  magazines  have 
reached  a  new  high  circulation  of 
600,000,600  a  year,  it  was  reported. 

John  L.  Goldwater,  president  of 
the  Comics  Magazine  Association  of 
America,  attributed  the  increase  in 
circulation  —  150,000,000  since  the 
“comics  code”  was  introduced — di¬ 
rectly  to  the  improved  quality  of 
comics. 


members  are  the  Arkansas  Method¬ 
ist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

The  expansion  program  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  shape  until  1961.  It 
would  be  completed  in  that  year  or 
in  1962. 


Massive  Compassion 
Urged  By  Senator 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS) — Since 
there  is  no  long-range  protection 
in  the  arms  race,  Americans  should 
strive  to  achieve  the  image  of  “mas¬ 
sive  compassion”  for  others,  Sen. 
Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D.-Minn.)' 
told  a  group  of  religious  publicists 
here. 

“It  is  about  time  we  junked  the 
theory  of  ‘massive  retaliation,’  ”  he 
told  members  of  the  National  Reli¬ 
gious  Publicity  Council  at  their  30th 
anniversary  convention.  “We  don’t 
have  anything  to  lose  by  being 
kind.” 

Sen.  Humphrey  said  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  tend  to  underestimate  the  na¬ 
ture  and  the  scope  of  the  Soviet 
challenge.  “We  underestimate  Sovi¬ 
et  power,  production,  science  and 
education,”  he  said. 

He  urged  that  the  U.S.  “surround” 
the  Soviet  with  friendship  and  “with 
an  atmosphere  of  democracy  and 
progress.”  The  choice,  he  added,  was 
“either  of  inching  along  to  peace 
or  being  blown  to  bits.”  Americans, 
he  said,  should  not  expect  any  “big 
settlements”  with  the  Soviet  in  the 
next  20  years. 

In  response  to  a  question,  Sen. 
Humphrey  said  it  was  “very  great¬ 
ly  needed  for  church  groups  to  take 
a  deep  interest  in  government  and 
to  make  their  views  and  construc¬ 
tive  proposals  known”  to  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  government. 

This  is  particularly  urgent  at 
the  present  time,  he  said,  in  order  to 
impress  upon  government  that  “it 
is  impossible  to  win  a  war  with  the 
Communists  by  military  and  eco¬ 
nomic  means- — it  has  to  be  won  by 
spiritual  zeal.” 

Compassionate  activity  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  all  nations  could  re¬ 
sult  in  “a  rebirth  of  Christianity  and 
make  us  into  better  people,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “But  we  should  not  do  it 
just  because  the  Communists  are 
around.  You  ought  to  do  it  because 
it  should  be  done.  We  ought  to  be 
interested  in  helping  people  because 
they  are  people.  We  ought  to  put  up 
our  spiritual  leaders  against  theirs. 
We  are  almost  hiding  our  light  un¬ 
der  a  bushel.  We  ought  to  encour¬ 
age  idealism,  because  that  is  the 
only  realism.” 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  — 
CHARLES  MALIK  ADDRES¬ 
SES  PROTESTANT  EDI¬ 
TORS  —  Dr.  Charles  Malik 
(center),  president  of  the 
United  Nations  General  As¬ 
sembly,  is  applauded  by 
Peter  Day  (second  from 
right)  and  Dr.  William  B. 
Lipphard,  president  and 
executive  secretary-treasur- 

◄  er,  respectively,  of  the  As¬ 
sociated  Church  Press,  up¬ 
on  his  address  at  ACP's 
40th  annual  meeting  here. 
Mr.  Day  is  editor  of  The 
Living  Church,  Episcopal 
newsweekly,  and  Dr.  Lip¬ 
phard  is  editor  emeritus  of 
Missions,  American  Baptist 
monthly.  Founded  in  1916, 
ACP  represents  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  publications 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

— RNS  Photo 
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Jurisdictional  TRAFCO  Films  Available 

ONE  of  the  helpful  and  substantial  contributions  which  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  has  made  to  Methodism  in  this  Jurisdiction  is 
a  series  of  seven  films  which  are  now  available  for  distribution  and 
use  by  local  churches.  Each  film  is  of  approximately  ten  minutes 
in  length  and  deals  with  such  themes  as  “The  Power  of  Prayer,” 
“What  It  Means  To  Be  A  Christian,”  “What  The  Church  Means  To 
Me,”  “Christian  Stewardship,”  “Our  Methodist  Heritage,”  “Com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ,”  and  “The  Christian  Home.”  We  commend 
them  to  your  use. 

These  themes  are  discussed  by  the  seven  Bishops  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  including  our  own  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 
The  films  may  be  used  as  a  series  or  individually,  and  may  be  se¬ 
cured  without  rental  charge.  To  cover  postage  each  way,  insur¬ 
ance  and  maintenance,  send  one  dollar  for  each  film  ordered.  Order 
from  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  your 
annual  conference,  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  P.O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport. 

Churches  and  church  groups  will  find  an  ideal  use  of  these 
films  in  Sunday  evening  services,  church  night  programs,  official 
board  meetings,  workers’  conferences,  new  member  receptions,  and 
other  related  activities.  Plan  your  schedule  ahead  so  that  maximum 
use  of  the  films  may  be  had. 

Emphasis  On  Annual  Conferences  Needed 

WE  believe  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  consideration  by 
Methodist  leaders  of  a  stronger  emphasis  on  the  place  and 
work  of  annual  conferences.  We  make  this  suggestion  at 
this  time  because  sessions  of  annual  conferences  for  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  are  scheduled  to  begin  in  just  five  weeks.  At  no 
time  during  the  year  are  annual  conferences  given  as  much  thought 
as  during  the  weeks  leading  to  annual  conference  sessions.  If  this 
thought  can  be  given  more  substance,  we  believe  that  the  result 
would  be  helpful. 

We  have  the  impression  that  the  average  lay  person  thinks  of 
the  annual  conference  session  almost  exclusively  in  terms  of  pas¬ 
toral  assignments:  whether  the  present  pastor  will  be  returned  or 
whether  a  new  one  will  be  appointed.  Unless  we  are  badly  mis- < 
taken,  the  average  congregation  is  unaware  of  the  significant  re¬ 
sponsibility  which  each  annual  conference  shoulders  as  it  plans 
programs  and  determines  policies  for  the  next  year,  all  of  which 
affect  every  local  church  within  its  boundary.  This  is  basic  to 
Methodism  and  the  Methodist,  way  of  doing  business. 

At  no  other  place  does  a  local  church  have  as  much  opportunity 
to  voice  its  own  point  of  view  in  determining  its  destiny,  program- 
wise,  as  in  the  annual  conference  to  which  it  belongs.  Every  church 
has  at  least  one  lay  member.  Approximately  two-thirds  of  the 
pastors  belong.  (Approved  supply  pastors  are  not  conference  mem¬ 
bers.)  Many  lay  members  have  membership  on  conference  boards, 
commissions  and  committees.  The  charge  that  “preachers  run  the 
church”  can  largely  be  traced  to  the  observable  fact  that  when  most 
conference  boards  or  commissions  meet,  either  during  or  between 
annual  conference  sessions,  few  lay  members  are  present,  even 
though  in  most  instances  half  of  the  group’s  members  are  lay  per¬ 
sons.  We  suggest  that  when  proper  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  an¬ 
nual  conference,  its  real  significance  in  the  life  of  Methodism,  then 
these  matters  of  interest,  participation  and  appreciation  will  be  con¬ 
siderably  enhanced. 

Care  should  be  exercised  by  local  churches  in  the  selection  of 
their  lay  representative  who  becomes  a  lay  member  of  the  annual 
conference.  A  person  should  be  chosen  who,  among  other  fitting 
qualifications,  will  attend.  If  need  be,  financial  arrangements  should 
be  made  for  the  lay  person’s  attendance  through  the  conference 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 
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session’s  final  benediction. 

Any  and  all  conference  sessions  are  important.  Oftentimes 
matters  which  may  seem  routine  have  far  reaching  significance 
and  need  interpretation  in  the  local  church  by  the  lay  member  as 
well  as  pastor.  Each  local  church  needs  the  sense  of  working  with 
other  local  churches  in  accomplishing  great  tasks  which  can  only 
be  done  in  a  cooperative  fashion  with  other  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions. 

In  such  an  emphasis,  local  church  leaders  will  have  a  new  un¬ 
derstanding  of  their  pastoral,  district,  connectional  and  episcopal 
leadership.  Programs  are  not  made  by  bishops,  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  connectional  ministers,  pastors,  or  a  few  laymen  working 
independently  of  each  other.  Since  the  annual  conference  is  the 
basic  working  unit  of  Methodism  it  furnishes  the  setting  where 
much  program  for  churches  of  the  annual  conference  is  hammered 
out.  Thus,  any  and  all  annual  conference  sessions  are  important, 
not  only  because  pastors  are  appointed  or  reappointed  to  churches, 
but  also  because  the  program  which  they  promote  during  that  year 
has  been  determined  by  the  conferences  to  which  they  and  lay 
representatives  from  local  churches  belong. 

The  1959  annual  conference  sessions  are  even  more  significant 
since  at  them  delegates  to  the  1960  quadrennial  General  Conference 
will  be  elected.  Since  the  General  Conference  alone  deals  in  legis¬ 
lative  and  general  policy  matters  of  Methodism,  those  elected  to 
represent  annual  conferences  must  be  chosen  with  great  care. 

We  have  had  periods  of  emphasis  on  the  local  church,  and  from 
this  we  would  not  detract  one  iota.  We  have  had  emphases  on 
various  areas  of  the  life  and  program  of  Methodism  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  and  these  emphases  we  desperately  need  to  continue. 
However,  it  seems  to  us  that  until  Methodists  become  much  more 
aware  of  the  significance  of  the  annual  conference  organization, 
the  local  church  nor  its  members  cannot  reach  their  full  maturity, 
either  as  churches  or  churchmen. 
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REV.  E.  LEE  McKAY,  pastor  of  the  Grand 
Cane-Stonewall  Charge,  reports  seven  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  church,  six  on  profession  of  faith  and 
one  by  transfer  from  another  church,  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning,  March  29. 

REV.  A.  G.  TAYLOR,  pastor  of  the  Jena  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  a  week 
of  revival  services  at  the  Hosston  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Ida-Hosston  Charge,  March  30 
through  April  5.  Rev.  E.  A.  Keasler  is  pastor  of 
the  Charge. 

REV.  ROY  WOLFE,  pastor  of  Fifth  Street 
Methodist  Church,  Meridian,  Mississippi,  was 
the  guest  speaker  in  a  series  of  revival  services 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baker,  March 
30-April  5.  Dr.  Rodney  Cline,  professor  of  Ed¬ 
ucation,  L.S.U.,  directed  the  song  services.  Rev. 
John  H.  Sewell  is  pastor  of  the  Baker  Church. 

REV.  KARL  B.  TOOKE,  Louisiana  Conference 
director  of  Stewardship,  spoke  at  the  Indian 
Bayou  and  Kaplan  Methodist  Churches  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  nights,  April  2  and  3.  Rev.  Tooke 
spoke  on  the  Every  Member  Canvass,  this  being 
the  first  Every  Member  Canvass  for  these 
churches.  Mr.  Tooke  was  a  guest  in  the  home  of 
the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann,  and  Mrs.  McCann. 

FRANK  GRAVES  spoke  at  the  evening  worship 
service  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  Sunday,  April  12. 
He  was  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  Senior 
High  Department  of  the  church.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  was  speaking  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  as  Eminent 
Grand  Prelate  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  Lou¬ 
isiana,  at  their  Annual  Conclave. 

THE  BELCHER  METHODIST  CHURCH  began 
preparation  for  Easter  by  having  two  daily 
services  from  March  1-8  with  Rev.  Jolly  B. 
Harper,  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  bringing  the  messages.  The  Gilliam  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  observed  Holy  Week  with  two  dai¬ 
ly  services  with  Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  pastor  of 
Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
preaching.  Rev.  James  L.  Beasley  is  pastor  of 
both  churches. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Leesville,  recently  received  their 
Charter.  It  was  presented  by  Rev.  C.  R.  McCam- 
won,  pastor,  to  Jack  L.  Simms,  president.  Other 
officers  are:  Dr.  John  Hearn,  vice-president; 
Frank  Word,  secretary,  and  Ralph  Preston, 
treasurer.  Thirty-one  men  are  charter  members 
of  the  organization.  They  have  accepted  as  their 
first  project  the  recovering  of  the  Methodist 
Hymnals  used  in  the  Sanctuary. 

HE  BELCHER,  GILLIAM  AND  HOSSTON 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  com¬ 


pleted  the  study  of  Isaiah  on  March  30  at  the 
Gilliam  Church.  Rev.  A.  E.  Keasler,  pastor  of 
the  Hosston-Ida  Charge,  was  a  valuable  resource 
person,  according  to  the  reporter,  Mrs.  Robley 
W.  Davis,  and  attended  all  four  sessions.  This 
is  the  third  approved  study  course  this  year  for 
each  of  these  societies,  and  each  met  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Recognition. 

REV.  C.  D.  PINKARD,  pastor  of  Lasseigne 
Memorial  and  St.  John  Methodist  Churches 
of  New  Orleans,  will  be  the  preacher  for  revival 
services  at  the  Dulac  Methodist  Church  begin¬ 
ning  April  26.  Dulac  is  the  church  serving  the 
Indian  Community  south  of  Houma  where  the 
Women’s  Division  has  maintained  a  Mission  for 
many  years.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Brunson  are 
in  charge  of  the  Mission.  Rev.  Ira  Robertson  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  C.  R.  McCAMMON  enter¬ 
tained  at  Open  House  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
April  5,  at  the  church  parsonage.  The  interior 
of  the  parsonage  has  .recently  been  completely 
redecorated.  The  members  of  the  Official  Board, 
officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Church  School  assisted  in  re¬ 
ceiving  and  serving  the  guests.  The  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  Miss  Maydelle  Whitman,  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Glenn  Packer,  and  the  Official  Board 
cooperated  in  the  redecoration  of  the  parsonage. 

THE  PARSONETTES  of  the  Ruston  District 
met  in  the  parsonage  at  Homer  with  Mrs. 
Lottie  Maye  Fraser,  hostess,  on  March  12.  Mrs. 
Wideman  Watson  of  Homer  gave  a  talk  on  “A 
Laywoman’s  Idea  of  the  Qualifications  of  a  Suc¬ 
cessful  Minister’s  Wife.”  Mrs.  Florence  King, 
also  of  Homer,  gave  a  dramatic  reading  on  “The 
Church  in  the  Good  Old  Days.”  The  April  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  in  the  Farmerville  Parsonage 
with  Mrs.  Melissa  Coles  as  hostess.  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Peyton  is  president  of  the  Parsonettes  and 
Mrs.  Melonea  Conerly  is  the  reporter. 

REV.  BYRON  CROSBY,  pastor  of  the  Bonita- 
Jones  Methodist  Churches,  will  render  the 
invocation  and  pronounce  the  benediction  at  the 
commencement  exercises  of  the  Arkansas  A  &  M 
College,  Monticello,  Arkansas.  This  is  Arkansas 
A  &  M’s  Golden  Jubilee  year,  and  they  are  in¬ 
viting  back  as  many  of  their  past  .graduates  as 
can  attend.  The  commencement  exercises  will 
take  place  Sunday  through  Monday,  May  24  and 
25.  Rev.  Crosby’s  family  will  attend  with  him, 
and  they  will  be  guests  at  the  Annual  Alumni 
Luncheon  on  the  campus. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District,  preached  during 
the  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week  in  the  Oak  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  Beginning  on 
Monday  evening,  March  16,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nader 


READY  FOR  RETIREMENT 
BUT  NO  HOME? 

If  you  are  a  Christian,  sober,  trustwor¬ 
thy,  can  support  yourself,  and  would  like 
to  live  in  the  New  Orleans  Area  as  a  Cus¬ 
todian,  I  have  a  place  for  you.  Rent  free, 
utilities  paid,  space  for  garden,  cow  and 
chickens  if  desired.  Good  bus  service. 
Please  write  to: 

Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers 

Box  467 

Pearl  River,  Louisiana 


NOTICE-BOARD  MEETINGS  AND 
RESOLUTIONS  BEFORE  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

The  Interboard  Council,  last  August,  voted 
as  follows: 

“That  all  reports  and  resolutions  of 
Boards,  Commissions,  and  individuals 
be  mimeographed  before  their  report  to 
the  Annual  Conference  and  distributed 
to  the  delegates.” 

This  means  that  such  resolutions  included 
in  Board  reports  should  be  ready  for  distribution 
to  all  delegates  not  later  than  the  day  the  re¬ 
port  is  to  be  made  at  Conference.  It  is  hoped 
that  such  reports  will  be  mailed  to  delegates 
before  Annual  Conference  opens. 

The  Interboard  Council  is  still  studying 
plans  for  mid-year  Board  meetings  and  com¬ 
plete  reports  and  resolutions  prepared  in  ad¬ 
vance  for  all  delegates. 

This  year,  all  resolutions  that  will  go  to 
General  Conference  will  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  Resolutions  Committee  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

BENTLEY  SLOANE 
Chairman,  Interboard  Council 


preached  each  evening  and  closed  with  the  two 
morning  services  on  Sunday,  March  22.  Rev. 
Hubert  A.  Gibbs,  pastor  of  the  church,  reports 
“Rev.  Nader’s  popularity  among  our  people  as¬ 
sured  for  him  a  good  response  to  his  messages. 
Nineteen  children  and  young  people  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church  on  the  morning  of  the 
22nd.” 

DR.  CARL  LUEG,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  the  guest  evange¬ 
list  in  revival  services  now  in  progress  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Crowley.  Rev.  Jack 
Winegeart,  pastor  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist 
Church  is  the  music  director.  Services  are  being 
held  each  day  at  10:00  a.m.  and  at  6:00  p.m.  The 
services  began  on  April  19  and  will  continue 
through  April  24.  Special  preparation  in  extend¬ 
ing  the  effectiveness  of  these  services  was  made 
by  the  different  groups  of  the  church  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Commission  on  Evangelism. 
Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

C'HARLES  H.  YARBROUGH,  86,  often  called 
i  “Mr.  Methodist”  of  the  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  6.  He 
was  active  in  church  and  civic  affairs,  has  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Tennessee  Conference  since 
1925,  and  in  1948  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  and  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  In  addition  to  his 
widow,  survivors  include  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Elmer  T.  Clark  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.;  Mrs. 
Cecil  D.  Jones,  Nashville,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Carl, 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  a  son,  G.  M.  Yarbrough, 
Nashville,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Lindsay,  Nash¬ 
ville. 

REV.  BEVERLY  E.  BOND,  pastor  of  North 
Highlands  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  guest  preacher  in  a  series  of  Holy  Week 
services  at  the  Oil  City  Methodist  Church.  His 
general  theme  throughout  the  week  was  on  the 
subject  “Life,”  and  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
L.  M.  Sawyer,  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
heard  him.  Mrs.  Claude  Stone  and  family  gave 
the  Oil  City  Church  a  beautiful  altar  set  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  cross,  candlesticks  and  Communion 
table  runner  at  Easter  in  memory  of  Mr.  Claude 
Stone,  Sr.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sawyer  reports,  “It  adds 
so  much  to  the  worship  service  and  we  all  are 
deeply  grateful  for  it.” 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


B7  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


FINDING  A  FAITH 

Today  I  want  to  follow  with  you  the  steps  by  which  one  of  the 
most  formative  figures  of  history  found  a  steadying  and  saving  faith. 
He  reached  such  ringing  assurance  that  on  the  eve  of  his  death  he 
could  say:  “I  know  whom  I  have  believed  and  I  am  sure  that  he  is 
able  to  guard  until  that  day  what  I  have  entrustefl  to  him.” 

As  you  know,  these  are  the  words  of  the  veteran  Saint  Paul  writ¬ 
ten  to  his  young  recruit  Timothy.  Paul’s  belief  began  where  faith 
normally  starts — in  the  bosom  of  the  family.  A  child  breathes  the  at¬ 
mosphere  of  faith  in  the  home,  for  only  by  faith  can  people  dwell 
together  in  families.  We  live  by  faith  every  waking  moment.  By 
faith  we  ride  to  work,  by  faith  we  plan  tomorrow’s  program,  by 
faith  we  dine  with  our  friends.  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was  right 
when  he  said  that  faith  forms  the  axles  of  the  universe. 

We  may  assume  that  Paul’s  childhood  was  normal  and  as  such 
was  nurtured  in  the  faith  common  to  all  normal  homes.  Moreover, 
his  family  was  deeply  religious,  adhering  to  the  tenets  of  a  strict 
Jewish  sect.  His  was  a  home  of  culture.  Paul  was  proud  of  his  stand¬ 
ing  in  society  as  a  Roman  citizen,  an  honor  not  commonly  accorded 
to  people  in  the  provinces.  He  was  fiercely  proud  of  his  religious 
heritage. 

But  inherited  faith,  to  become  vital,  must  be  invested.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  fail  to  see  this.  They  keep  living  on  the  faith  of  their  parents. 
Because  they  went  to  church  twice  a  day  in  their  childhood  they 
think  they  have  stored  up  enough  religious  faith  to  last  a  lifetime. 

Paul’s  faith  came  alive  in  his  own  experience.  He  watched  a  man 
die  for  his  faith.  The  man’s  name  was  Stephen.  Paul  could  not  get 
out  of  his  mind  the  words  and  face  of  the  martyred  Stephen  who, 
as  the  stones  fell  on  his  body,  looked  steadfastly  into  heaven  saying: 
“Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened  and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.”  Also  the  bleeding  victim  prayed  for  his  ac¬ 
cusers. 

The  radiant  face  and  forgiving  spirit  of  the  dying  Stephen  put 
a  new  germ  of  belief  into  Saul’s  mind.  What  did  Stephen  have  which 
his  faith  had  missed?  What  was  Stephen’s  secret  of  triumph  over 
pain  and  death  and  bitterness?  The  questions  haunted  him. 

Shortly  afterward  on  his  way  to  Damascus  Paul  had  his  epochal 
experience  on  the  road.  The  record  is  that  a  blinding  light  engulfed 
him  and  he  fell  to  the  ground.  He  heard  a  voice  saying,  “Saul,  Saul, 
why  do  you  persecute  me?”  Saul  asked,  “Who  are  you?”  The  voice 
answered,  “I  am  Jesus  whom  you  are  persecuting.” 

Paul  did  not  stop  to  argue  and  call  for  proof.  He  asked,  “What 
will  you  have  me  to  do?”  Christ  answered,  “Rise  and  go  into  the 
city  and  it  shall  be  shown  you  what  you  shall  do.”  Paul  obeyed,  and 
set  out  for  Damascus  without  stopping  to  ask  what  all  would  be 
involved. 

Here  Paul  was  following  a  principle  essential  to  faith.  We  ac¬ 
quire  faith  in  God  or  in  our  fellow  men  by  first  showing  faith  in 
them.  If  a  neighbor  invites  us  to  dinner  we  do  not  require  a  written 
guarantee  that  there  will  be  no  poison  in  the  food.  If  he  asks  us  to 
ride  in  his  car  he  does  not  ask  us  to  sign  a  waiver  releasing  him  from 
all  responsibility  for  accidents.  We  begin  our  friendships  on  trust. 

Likewise  in  our  religious  faith  we  begin  our  friendship  with 
God  on  trust.  Like  Paul  we  must  commit  the  will  and  set  out  to 
follow  before  we  can  calculate  all  the  results.  One  of  the  weaknesses 
of  contemporary  Christianity  is  that  there  is  so  much  discussion  of 
religion  and  so  little  decision.  In  colleges  there  are  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  students  studying  comparative  religions.  They  are  seeing 
good  points  in  all  the  various  faiths  but  they  are  unwilling  to  commit 
themselves  to  any  one  faith.  As  Halford  Luccock  says,  many  people 
are  trying  to  ooze  their  way  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.  But  if  we  are 
to  have  a  firm  faith,  there  must  be  a  point  of  definite  decision. 

And  when  we  have  committed  our  wills  to  God,  we  find  as  did 
Paul,  that  “suffering  produces  endurance,  endurance  produces  char¬ 
acter  and  character  produces  hope.”  My  own  faith  in  God  is  strengths 
ened  by  the  fact  that  those  who  through  suffering  might  seem  to  have 
the  most  reason  to  doubt  the  goodness  of  God  are  the  ones  who  believe 
in  Him  most  firmly.  These  are  times  that  test  our  faith,  and  thank 
God,  there  are  so  many  whose  faith  stands  the  test. 


"Just  like  a  woman!  No  credit  at  all  for  the 
times  I  HAVE  been  to  church  .  .  .  Easter  .  .  .  Christ¬ 
mas  .  .  .  th'  kids  baptism  .  . 


I 


Saw 


A  Sounding 
Board 


set  up  on  the  speakers  platform  at  a 
political  rally.  It  wasn’t  a  very  ef¬ 
ficient  instrument,  but  it  was  the 
best  they  could  do  in  those  days  be¬ 
fore  public  address  systems  came 
into  use.  It  showed  that  the  speaker 
wanted  to  be  heard,  his  sponsors 
wanted  the  same  thing  and  wanted 
the  audience  to  be  favorably  im¬ 
pressed  with  his  message.  In  short, 
they  were  out  to  win  an  election 
and  to  do  it  they  had  to  win  the 
people.  And  how  could  they  do  that 
unless  they  made  the  people  hear? 

Every  man  who  stands  up  to 
speak  wants  to  be  heard  and  under¬ 
stood  of  course.  His  sponsors  want 
the  same  thing,  whether  the  speech 
is  made  in  the  public  hall,  on  tele¬ 
vision  or  radio.  They  want  their 
merchandise  to  win  in  competition, 
and  their  party  to  win  the  election. 
But  it  is  more  sharply  true  of  the 
“preachers  of  righteousness”  and 
the  churches  that  sponsor  them.  At 
least  it  should  be,  and  we  believe  it 
is.  For  the  things  of  rightness  of  life 
are  more  fundamentally  important 
than  those  of  merchandise.  For  that 
reason  the  churches  go  all  out  to 
give  the  preacher’s  voice  the  far- 
therest  possible  range  through  loud 
speakers,  radio,  and  television.  And 
of  course  to  make  his  message  as 
distinct  as  possible  to  the  most  peo¬ 
ple  possible.  It  is  good  that  the 
techniques  of  science  have  improved 
the  old  sounding  board  so  much. 

However  there  was  an  ancient 
“sounding  board”  that  Outranged 
any  present  day  public  address  sys¬ 


tem.  It  was  a  small  new  church  that 
literally  turned  itself  into  a  sound¬ 
ing  board.  That  is  how  St.  Paul 
described  the  little  church  at  Thes- 
salonica.  He  said:  “You  have  become 
a  sort  of  sounding  board  from  which 
the  word  of  the  Lord  has  rung  out 
.  .  .  everywhere  the  story  of  your 
faith  has  become  known.”  And  he 
went  on  to  say  that  their  faith  had 
meant,  persecution,  hard  work  and 
sheer  dogged  endurance  in  the 
Christian  life.  They  talked  “in 
character,”  as  we  say  in  dramatics. 
Their  spiritual  acoustics  were  right. 

It  is  wonderful  for  a  church  to  get 
itself  talked  about  in  that  way. 
There  is  an  idea  here  that  can  never 
be  done  away  with.  It  over-matches 
radio  and  television,  good  as  they 
are.  Many  things  are  said  about 
churches  today,  like  the  number  of 
members,  the  cost  and  beauty  of  the 
buildings,  the  eloquence  of  the 
preacher  and  the  type  of  congrega¬ 
tion,  —  rich,  poor  or  middle  class. 
None  of  these  are  amiss,  necessarily 

That  little  church  at  Thessalonica 
was  neither.  It  was.  just  a  group  of 
people  of  several  nationalities  who 
still  had  their  faults,  but  had 
“turned  from  idols  to  serve  the  true 
and  living  God.”  They  were  turning 
their  whole  lives  toward  Jesus 
Christ.  The  crucial  item  today  is  not 
the  size,  wealth  or  elegance  of  the 
church.  But  rather  its  spirit.  Have 
its  people  turned  from  idols,  invisi¬ 
ble  though  they  may  be?  Is  service 
to  God  humbly  rendered  with 
Christlike  forgetfulness  of  self?  Is 
cleanness  of  life  the  overall  im¬ 
pression  it  makes  on  strangers  in 
our  midst?  Then  it  talks  “in  char¬ 
acter.”  It  will  be  “gossiped  about” 
in  the  good  sense,  and  nothing 
spreads  so  quickly  as  gossip.  In 
short  with  the  spiritual  acoustics 
right  the  message  carries  far  and 
wide. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  May  3,  1959:  WISE  MANAGEMENT 


READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  2  SAMUEL  3,  4,  5.  LESSON  TEXT  2  SAM¬ 
UEL  5:1-12,  8:15. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  If  a  king  judges  the  poor  with  equity  his  throne  will 
be  established  for  ever.  Proverbs  29:14.  (RSV) 


Today  we  have  the  fifth  of  the  thirteen  les¬ 
sons  of  this  Quarter,  all  under  the  general  sub¬ 
ject,  “God  in  Human  Affairs.”  In  today’s  lesson 
we  have  a  study  of  David  as  king.  Our  subject 
is,  “Wise  Management.” 

Last  Sunday  we  studied  something  of  David’s 
gradual  rise  in  popularity  and  the  gradual  de¬ 
terioration  of  the  life  and  character  of  Saul. 
“David  waxed  stronger  and  stronger  and  the 
house  of  Saul  waxed  weaker  and  weaker.  2  Sam¬ 
uel  3:1. 

In  jealous  rage  Saul  tried  frequently  to  kill 
David.  Because  David  considered  Saul  was 
God’s  anointed,  he  was  always  considerate  of 
him  and  his  family.  After  the  death  of  Saul, 
there  was  a  long  war  between  David  and  the 
house  of  Saul.  Abner,  a  captain  in  Saul’s  army 
made  Ish-bosheth  king  over  all  Israel,  while 
David  was  king  in  Judah.  Abner  was  killed  and 
later  the  king,  Ish-bosheth  was  killed.  David 
showed  his  high  regard  for  Saul  and  his  house 
when  he  had  the  men  killed  who  had  killed  Ab¬ 
ner  and  Ish-bosheth,  his  enemies,  just  as  he  had 
the  man  killed  who  helped  in  the  death  of  Saul. 

With  the  death  of  Ish-bosheth,  the  final  sur¬ 
vivor  of  Saul’s  house,  the  tribes  of  Israel  over 
which  he  had  reigned  turned  to  David  for  lead¬ 
ership. 

David  Anointed  King  Three  Times 

(1)  While  David  was  still  a  boy  at  the  home 
of  his  father,  Jesse,  Samuel  was  directed  by  the 
Lord  to  anoint  him  king  over  the  Israelites,  to 
succeed  Saul  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  Lord 
for  disobedience.  Even  though  he  was  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  anointed  king  by 
God’s  prophet,  David  was  loyal  to  Saul  so  long 
as  Saul  lived. 

(2)  After  the  death  of  Saul,  David  returned 
to  Hebron.  The  men  of  Judah  came  there  and 
anointed  him  king  over  Judah.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  Abner  made  Ish-bosheth  king  over 
Israel  which  included  the  northern  tribes. 

(3)  When  Ish-bosheth  was  killed,  all  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel  came  to  Hebron,  which  David 
had  made  his  capital  as  king  of  Judah,  and  asked 
David  to  be  their  king.  There  he  was  anointed 
for  the  third  time  to  be  king,  now  to  be  king 
over  all  of  the  tribes  of  the  Israelites. 

The  early  kings  of  Israel  did  not  seize  power 
as  kings.  They  ruled  by  the  anointing  of  the 
Lord  and  by  the  consent  and  approval  of  the 
people.  The  tribes  of  Israel  which  anointed 
David  as  their  king,  as  told  in  our  lesson  text, 
gave  three  reasons  for  selecting  him  as  their 
king: 

(1)  They  said,  “Behold,  we  are  thy  bone  and 
thy  flesh.”  This  they  recognized  despite  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  at  war  with  Judah  and  David. 
They  were  all  the  descendants  of  Abraham  and 
should  always  have  been  a  united  force  instead 
of  making  war  on  each  other. 

(2)  They  recognized  David  as  a  good  king 
and  a  successful  leader  in  battle,  even  while  he 
was  leading  the  armies  of  Saul. 

(3)  They  believed  David  was  such  a  leader 
as  could  unite  the  tribes  of  the  Israelites  and 
l°sd  them  in  defending  and  developing  the  land 
°f  Canaan.  This  he  did  and  more. 

David  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign  as  king.  He  was  first  king  of  Judah,  with 
Hebron  as  his  capital,  for  seven  and  a  half  years. 
Then  for  thirty  years  he  was  king  of  all  twelve 
tribes  of  the  Israelites  with  Jerusalem  as  his  cap¬ 
ital  city. 


David  Seeks  Guidance  of  God 

In  2  Samuel  2:1  we  are  told  that,  at  the  death 
of  Saul,  David  inquired  of  the  Lord  regarding 
the  course  he  should  pursue.  One  of  the  elements 
of  greatness  in  the  life  of  David  was  the  fact  that 
he  sought  to  know  the  will  of  God  for  himself. 
It  is  likely  that  the  reason  for  more  failures  in 
life  than  any  other,  possibly  all  others,  is  the 
fact  that  so  many  people  believe  they  can  plan 
their  own  lives  better  than  the  God  who  made 
them. 

David  here  sought  to  know  God’s  plan  for 
his  life.  This  was,  in  general,  David’s  attitude 
toward  life.  He  was  eminently  successful  be¬ 
cause  his  life  was  lived  in  accord  with  God’s 
plan  for  life.  It  should  be  said,  regardless  of  all 
difficulties  involved  in  doing  God’s  will,  that 
we  are,  after  all,  following  the  lines  of  least  re¬ 
sistance  when  we  are  following  the  plan  God 
has  marked  out  for  our  lives. 

The  Lord  Was  With  David 

The  10th  verse  of  our  lesson  text  reads,  “And 
David  went  on  and  grew  great,  and  the  Lord 
God  of  hosts  was  with  him.”  One  of  the  natural 
consequences  resulting  from  the  fact  that  David 
sought  to  be  guided  by  the  Lord  was  that  “The 
Lord  of  Hosts  was  with  him.” 

An  inspiring,  comforting  and  impelling  fact 
in  the  Great  Commission  is  found  in  the  words 
of  Jesus  when  He  said,  “Lo  I  am  with  you  al¬ 
ways,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.”  Jesus 
said,  in  John  15:5,  “For  without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing.”  The  inspired  Apostle  Paul  wrote,  “I 
can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strength¬ 
ened  me.”  Phil.  4:13. 

The  Jebusiles  Make  A  Fatal  Mistake 

The  Jebusites  were  in  control  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  Canaan 
by  the  Israelites.  The  hill  Zion,  on  one  side  of 
Jerusalem  made  the  city  easy  to  defend  and  the 
Israelites  had  never  conquered  it  up  to  the  time 
of  David. 

The  Jebusites  had  defended  the  city  success¬ 
fully  so  often  that  they  did  not  think  anyone 
could  over-run  it.  Joshua  had  not  even  attempt¬ 
ed  to  capture  Jerusalem.  So  confident  were  the 
Jebusites  that  they  even  taunted  David  by  indi¬ 
cating  that  the  blind  and  lame  of  Jerusalem 
could  defend  the  city  against  him. 

A  fatal  mistake  made  by  the  Jebusites  is  a 
common  one.  They  trusted  in  past  accomplish¬ 
ments  as  evidence  that  they  would  never  be  in 
danger.  They  apparently  did  not  count  on 
changes  on  the  outside.  They  felt  that  defenses 
of  the  past  would  be  sufficient  for  any  force 
that  might  come  against  them. 

Nevertheless  David  .  .  .  Took  Zion 

Verse  seven  says,  “Nevertheless  David  took 
the  stronghold  of  Zion.”  In  the  New  Testament 
especially,  the  word  “nevertheless”  is  a  prelude 
to  a  statement  evidencing  a  towering  faith.  It 
was  Paul,  in  2  Timothy  2:19,  who  said,  “Never¬ 
theless,  the  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure.” 
Paul  is  saying  in  effect,  in  spite  of  all  that  has 
gone  before,  in  spite  of  any  situation  that  may 
exist  at  the  time  and  in  spite  of  anything  that 
might  happen  in  the  future,  the  fact  of  God,  the 
foundation  of  God  is  one  thing  on  which  the 
people  of  earth  can  depend. 

So  it  was  in  the  battle  for  the  city  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  David  disregarded  all  that  had  happened 
before.  He  disregarded  the  difficulties  that 
seemed  to  be  insurmountable  as  he  faced  the 
stronghold  of  Jerusalem  and  “David  .  .  .  took 


Zion.”  Such  faith  must  have  taken  the  Jebu¬ 
sites  by  surprise  and  when  the  battle  was  over 
David  was  in  possession  of  Jerusalem  which  he 
also  named  the  City  of  David. 

Evidence  of  Political  and  Religious  Wisdom 

There  are  many  evidences  of  the  wisdom  of 
David  both  politically  and  religiously.  Possibly 
David  never  did  a  wiser  thing  politically  than 
when  he  captured  the  stronghold  of  Jerusalem 
and  made  it  the  capital  city  of  the  united  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Israelites. 

It  is  true  that  the  northern  tribes  of  Israel 
came  to  Hebron  to  ask  David  to  be  their  king 
and  they  anointed  him  their  king  there  in  the 
capital  of  Judah.  However,  David  must  have 
known  that  Israel  would  be  much  better  satis¬ 
fied  with  a  capital  more  centrally  located.  David 
must  have  known,  also,  that  Judah  would  have 
been  quite  dissatisfied  if  he  made  a  northern 
city  his  capital. 

Consequently,  David  proved  to  both  north 
and  south  his  strength  when  he  captured  this 
city  which  had  stood  for  centuries  and  he  pleased 
both  north  and  south  when  he  made  this  strong¬ 
hold  his  new  capital.  Jerusalem  became  the 
religious,  as  well  as  political  center  of  the  Israel¬ 
ites.  David  brought  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  from 
Shiloh  to  Jerusalem. 

Why  David  Was  Great 

Our  lesson  text  tells  us  that  “David  grew 
great.”  Some  people  are  great  because  they 
possess  some  one  quality  of  life  in  an  unusual 
way.  David  possessed  many  qualities  of  great¬ 
ness,  any  one  of  which  would  have  lifted  him 
above  the  crowd. 

(1)  David  had  the  quality  of  patience  in  a 
very  high  degree.  David  was  anointed  king 
when  but  a  shepherd  boy.  He  waited  patiently 
until  he  was  thirty  years  old  before  he  became 
king.  During  that  time  Saul  tried  many  times  to 
kill  him.  During  the  time  he  was  being  hunted 
like  a  wild  beast,  David  had  opportunity  to  kill 
Saul  but  spared  his  life  in  spite  of  his  unreason¬ 
able  hatred  of  David.  It  was  possible  for  David 
to  wait  because  he  had  a  great  faith  in  God. 

David  could  patiently  wait  seven  and  a  half 
years  for  Israel  to  choose  him  as  their  king  while 
all  the  time  he  had  the  strength  to  over  run  the 
northern  tribes  if  he  had  chosen  to  do  so.  David 
waited  until  they  decided  to  ask  him  to  be  their 
king. 

(2)  David  had  many  talents,  any  one  of 
which  would  have  made  him  great.  He  was  a 
musician  of  such  ability  that  he  was  chosen  to 
play  his  harp  at  the  court  of  the  king.  He  was  a 
poet  of  world  renown  whose  poems  are  loved, 
read  and  sung  by  millions  today  thousands  of 
years  after  his  death.  David  was  a  statesman 
who  developed  the  loose  federation  of  the  tribes 
of  the  Hebrews  into  a  great  nation  of  people 
respected  and  feared  by  the  nations  about  him. 
David  was  a  warrior  who  .was  able  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  the  Kingdom  of  David  far 
beyond  anything  the  Israelites  had  known  before 
him  or  after  him.  David  was  Israel’s  greatest 
king.  It  was  David  who  gathered  the  materials 
out  of  which  Solomon,  his  son,  built  the  Temple 
of  Solomon. 

David  Recognized  God  In  His  Success 

Verse  twelve  of  our  lesson  text  reads,  “And 
David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  established 
him  king  over  Israel.” 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  people  to  have  a  de¬ 
gree  of  humility  while  they  are  climbing  to  posi¬ 
tions  of  power.  It  is  not  so  common  for  people 
who  have  attained  power  and  position  to  attrib¬ 
ute  their  success  to  another.  Even  though  they 
superficially  credit  some  one  with  helping  them 
to  rise,  within  their  hearts  there  is  usually  the 
feeling  that,  after  all,  they  themselves  were  the 
real  architects  of  their  fortunes. 

In  our  lesson  we  find  David  recognizing  the 
fact  that  he  had  come  to  his  position  of  great¬ 
ness,  not  by  his  own  might,  but  because  God  had 
willed  it.  Recognizing  that  his  powers  had  come 
from  God,  he  was  willing  to  use  them  for  the 
glory  of  God. 

We  are  prone  to  blame  God  for  our  failures 
and  give  ourselves  credit  for  our  successes.  Eve¬ 
ry  talent  and  power  we  possess  is  a  gift  from 
God  and  we  are  responsible  to  God  for  the  way 
in  which  we  use  them.  David  is  called  “The 
man  after  God’s  own  heart.”  It  is  easy  to  under¬ 
stand  this  statement  when  we  are  familiar  with 
the  entire  life  of  David. 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

CAMP  BREWER 

Rev.  James  Jones 
District  Director  of  Camping 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  Marvin  Hockenhull,  Director 
Rev.  A.  P.  Smith,  Associate 
JUNE  29  -  JULY  3 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  Director 
Rev.  Sam  Holladay,  Associate 
AUGUST  10  -  14 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

CAMP  BREWER  - 

Rev.  R.  E.  Walton 
District  Director  of  Camping 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  Director 
JULY  27  J  31 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director 
AUGUST  17  -  21 


Dr.  Ben  Oliphant 
Miss  Louise  Sharp 
Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 

C01 

Camps  -  Wor 

M 

Ce 

it 

Church  School 


INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant,  Director 
Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor,  Associate 
JUNE  22  -  27 

*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT 

Alexandria,  Lafhyette,  Lake  Charles 
Districts 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Director 
Rev.  E.  R.  Haug,  Associate 
JUNE  1  -  3 


INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Director 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  Associate 
Rev.  Ollie  Golson,  Associate 
JUNE  8  -  13 
*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT  ** 

Alexandria,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles 
Districts 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Director 
Rev.  E.  R.  Haug,  Associate 
JUNE  1  -  3 


Conferen 

Broac’.moo 


Conferenc 
Rev.  Ri 
C 


Confere 
Mrs.  William 


Alexandria-Monr 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

CAMP  ISTROUMA 

Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland 
District  Director  of  Camping 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  Ted  J.  Smith,  Director 
JUNE  15  -  20 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  M.  David  Felder,  Director 
Rev.  Karl  Woods,  Associate 
JULY  13  -  18 


INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 

Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr.,  Director 
JUNE  29  -  JULY  4 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

CAMP  BREWER 

« 

Rev.  E.  R.  Haug 
District  Director  of  Camping 

$  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  Director 
AUGUST  1  -  4 

*  *  .  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  Garland  Dean,  Director 
Mrs.  Garland  Dean,  Associate 
AUGUST  5  -  8 


Rev.  John  Kellogg  a 
Baton  Rouge-New  Oi 

Rev.  E.  J.  Barksdale 
Lafayette-Lake  Ch 

Rev.  By 

Baton  Rouge-New  Orj 

Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  Dii 

Ce 

l 

Conference 

Ce 


*  *  * 


INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 

Rev.  John  Sewell,  Director 
Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout,  Associate 
AUGUST  3  -  8 
*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT 

Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts 
Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  Director 
Rev.  James  W.  Ailor,  Associate 
Rev.  Marvin  Corley,  Associate 
Date  to  be  announced  later 


INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller,  Director 
JUNE  15  -  20 
*  *  =s> 

OLDER  ADULT 

Alexandria,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles 
Districts 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Director 
Rev.  E.  R.  Haug,  Associate 
JUNE  1  -  3 


Mol 

June  19-21 — Wesleyan  Service 
June  22-27— W.S.C.S.  School  o 
July  9-13 — Directors  of  Chr'S 
July  13-24 — Leadership  Schoo 
July  27 — Conference  on  Chris 
(Exact  date  to  be 1 
August  3-  6 — Conference  on 
August  7-14— M.Y.F.  Works* 
August  18-21 — Missionary  Co' 
August  21-23— Local  Church 
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Director  of  Camping 
Staff  Director 
Executive  Secretary 

ICE 

)ther  Projects 


In  Conference 


School 

[reveport 


fie  Camp 
rector 


rkshop 

Jr.,  Director 


Ifouth  Workshop 

Forman,  Directors 
let  Youth  Workshop 

|  Munden,  Directors 
Youth  Workshop 

Sector 

Senior  Work  Camp 
Robert  Potter,  Associate 


of  Missions 


rah 


Workshop 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

CAMP  CHEMIN-A-HAUT 

Rev.  Eskel  Tatum 
District  Director  of  Camping 


JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  D.  T.  Williams,  Director 
Rev.  W.  F.  House,  Associate 
JULY  6  -  10 


JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  R.  C.  Wilbanks,  Director 
Mrs.  Daisy  Bergeron,  Associate 
JULY  13  -  17 


INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 

Rev.  Ted  Howes,  Director 
Rev.  Walter  L.  Baker,  Associate 
JULY  20-25 


INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 

Rev.  James  Poole,  Director 
Rev.  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Associate 
JULY  27  -  AUGUST  1 


OLDER  ADULT 

Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts 
Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Director 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  Associate 
MAY  12-14 


°ard  of  Missions  meeting 
Ussion  on  Missions  Workshop 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

CAMP  ISTROUMA 

Mrs.  Alva  John  Groth 
District  Director  of  Camping 


JUNIOR 

Rev.  A.  M.  Baker,  Director 
Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Associate 
JUNE  22 


PRE-TEEN 

Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  Director 
Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  Associate 
JULY  27 


INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor,  Director 
Rev.  L.  A.  Foreman,  Associate 
JULY  6 


OLDER  ADULT 

Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts 
Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  Director 
Rev.  Marvin  Corley,  Associate 
Date  to  be  announced  later 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

CANEY  LAKE 

Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
District  Director  of  Camping 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  L.  T.  Marsalis,  Director 
Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly,  Associate 
JULY  20  -  24 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  Robert  Peyton,  Director 
Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel,  Associate 

JULY  27  -  31 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams,  Director 
Rev.  Jerry  Means,  Associate 
JUNE  22-27 
*  *  * 

SENIOR  (Institute) 

Ruston  and  Shreveport  Districts 
Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  Director 
Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  Associate 

JUNE  15  -  20 

*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT 

Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts 
Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Director 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  Associate 
MAY  12  -  14 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

CANEY  LAKE 

Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
District  Director  of  Camping 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  George  Ross,  Director 

Rev.  John  Lee,  Associate 
JUNE  8  -  13 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  Lawrence  Gilbert,  Director 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  Associate 
JUNE  29  -  JULY  3 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  3 

Rev.  John  Koelemay,  Director 
Miss  Norma  Smart,  Associate 

AUGUST  3  -  7 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 

Rev.  William  V.  Sirman,  Director 

Rev.  Harold  McClung,  Co-director 
JULY  6  -  11 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 

Rev.  Fred  Shirley,  Director 
Rev.  Bob  Lawton,  Associate 

AUGUST  17-22 
*  *  * 

SENIOR  (Institute) 

Shreveport  and  Ruston  Districts 
Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  Director 

Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  Associate 
JUNE  15  -  20 
*  *  * 

OLDER  YOUTH 

Rev.  Fred  Schwendimann,  Director 
JUNE  2  -  5 
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Shown  here  is  the  group,  which  attended  the  Evangeline  Sub-District 
retreat  held  recently  at  Lake  Arthur. 


Evangeline  Sub-District  Has  Retreat 
At  Lake  Arthur,  March  13-14 

A  very  meaningful  and  inspiring  Retreat  was  held  by  the  Evangeline 
Sub-District  at  Lake  Arthur.  It  was  held  March  13  and  14.  Thirty-five 
young  people  and  five  adults  from  New  Iberia,  Abbeville,  and  Lafayette 
participated.  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  was  speaker  and  recreational  leader. 

Registration  was  held  late  Friday  afternoon,  after  which  supper  was 
served  and  get-acquainted  games  were  played.  Later  in  the  evening,  a  film 
on  the  ministry  was  shown  and  discussed.  Folk  games  were  played  and 
a  snack  was  served.  After  a  closing  worship,  the  young  people  and  adults 
retired  for  the  night.  Saturday  morning,  bright  and  early,  breakfast  was 
served  and  morning  devotional  was  given.  A  round  table  discussion  on  any 
topic  followed;  the  baseball  and  outdoor  games. 

Just  before  lunch  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  delivered  the  sermon  and  the  group 
sang  hymns.  The  election  of  officers  followed  and  those  elected  were:  Con- 


Work  Camps  and 
Other  Projects 
Are  Announced 

Eight  work  camps  or  other  service 
projects  for  Methodist  college  stu¬ 
dents  during  the  summer  of  1959 
have  been  announced  by  the  Rev. 
R.  C.  Singleton,  a  director  of  student 
work  for  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions. 

The  principal  sponsor  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  service  projects,  Mr.  Singleton 
said,  is  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  (MSM),  national  orgnaization 
for  about  400,000  Methodist  or 
Methodist-preference  students.  Co¬ 
sponsors  are  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions, 
New  York. 

In  the  summer  of  1958,  more  than 
130  Methodist  students  participated 
in  Methodist  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  summer  service  projects,  Mr. 
Singleton  said.  It  is  expected  that 
about  the  same  number  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  1959  summer  activities. 

The  1959  summer  projects  will  be: 
European  Travel  Seminar  and  Work 
Camp;  Seattle,  Wash.,  Community 
Service  Project;  Puerto  Rico  Work 
Camp;  Mexico  Work  Camp;  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Work  Camp,  Pharr, 
Texas;  Jersey  City,  N.J.,  Work 
Camp;  Students-In-Industry  Proj¬ 
ect;  Washington,  D.C.,  Seminar  on 
Political  Processes. 

Most  of  the  projects  will  begin  on 
or  about  June  17  and  continue  for 
six  weeks,  Mr.  Singleton  said.  The 
Washington  Seminar  will  be  two 
weeks  only. 

Participating  students  will  pay 
the  cost  of  their  travel  from  their 
homes  to  the  project,  plus  an  activi- 


ner  Ammerman,  president;  Anne 
Harris,  vice  president;  Rebecca  Teb- 
betts,  secretary;  Kathy  Thibodeaux, 
treasurer;  and  Sharon  Gaspard, 
publicity  chairman.  Barbequed 
chicken  was  served  for  lunch  and  a 
closing  worship  was  given  by  Lucy 
Goodson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  K.  Lanier,  sub¬ 
district  counselors,  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Pherson  from  Abbeville  were  the 
chief  cooks. 

The  Abbeville  First  Church  had 
charge  of  songs;  Lafayette  First 
Church  was  in  charge  of  recreation; 
Lafayette  Asbury  gave  the  worship; 
and  New  Iberia  First  Church  was  in 
charge  of  clean  up.  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Groves,  New  Iberia  counselor,  at¬ 
tended  and  Rev.  Bryl  Moreland, 
pastor,  Asbury  Methodist  Church 
was  present.  James  T.  Conley,  past 
counselor  of  Asbury  attended  and 
helped  with  worship  and  songs. 


ties  fee  which  varies  from  $20  to 
$60.  The  sponsoring  agencies  do  not 
have  scholarships. 

Interested  students  should  write 
for  application  forms  and  fill  them 
out  at  once  if  they  wish  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  program.  The  projects 
afford  an  unusual  opportunity  for 
growth  and  learning  in  the  life  and 
mission  of  the  church. 

Applications  for  the  work  camps 
in  Mexico  and  Puerto  Rico  should 
be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  C.  Brown, 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tenn.  Applica¬ 
tions  for  all  other  projects  listed 
above  should  go  to  the  Rev.  R.  C. 
Singleton,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.Y. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Crime  Is  Costly  And  Serious 

The  problem  of  crime  is  probably 
as  thoroughly  discussed  a  social 
problem  as  there  is.  One  does  not 
imagine  he  can  add  anything  but 
green  fuel  to  the  fire,  yet  with  the 
continuing  rise  in  the  rate  of  crime 
and  the  tremendous  cost  of  criminal 
delinquency  in  dollars  as  well  as 
character,  there  is  serious  doubt  if 
one  can  raise  his  smoke  signals  of 
distress! 

Some  months  ago,  news  reporter, 
Roscoe  Drummond,  interviewed  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  about  the  costliness  and  seri¬ 
ousness  of  the  nation’s  growing 
crime  wave.  There  are  probably 
fresher  figures  and  statistics  but 
these  are  worth  mulling  over.  At¬ 
torney  General  William  P.  Rogers 
said  that  the  FBI  reports  2,796,400 
major  crimes  committed  in  1957.  In 
1958,  the  figure  of  major  crimes 
reached  almost  to  the  3,000,000 
mark.  That  meant  one  crime  for 
every  sixty  persons  in  these  United 
States. 

The  leader  of  the  nation’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice,  reporting  on  the 
cost  in  dollars  of  this  social  delin¬ 
quency,  estimated  that  it  cost  the 
nation  20  billion  dollars  for  last 
year’s  departures  from  law  and 
order.  That’s  one-half  the  cost  of 
national  defense  for  the  year,  and 
many  times  what  is  spent  on  educa¬ 
tion  and  religious  institutions. 

And,  if  you  dismiss  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  crimes  has  doubled  in 
the  past  25  years,  as  simply  keeping 
-pace  with  the  rapid  growth  in  popu¬ 
lation,  simmer  down  long  enough  to 
note  that  since  1950,  crime  has  in¬ 
creased  four  times  as  fast  as  the 
population. 

Just  who  are  these  criminal  de¬ 
linquents?  Well,  the  FBI  report  for 
1957  says  that  of  the  194,825  arrests 
made  for  the  serious  offenses  of  rob¬ 
bery,  burglary,  motor  car  theft  and 
other  larcenies,  a  total  of  103,535  or 
some  53%  were  of  young  people 
under  the  age  of  18.  Of  the  31,291 
arrests  made  on  charges  of  murder, 
manslaughter,  rape,  and  aggravated 
assault,  3,230,  or  more  than  10% 
were  in  the  youth  age  group. 

Then  the  attorney  general  com¬ 
mented  to  the  reporter,  “The  in¬ 
crease  in  crime  by  our  youth  repre¬ 
sents  the  serious  aspect  of  this  prob¬ 
lem.  There  has  been  a  failure  to  in¬ 
culcate  many  of  our  young  people 
with  a  proper  sense  of  moral  values 
and  their  responsibility  to  society. 
Primarily  this  is  not  a  job  for  law 
enforcement  agencies  but  rather  for 
parents,  schools  and  churches.” 

Say  now,  Mr.  Attorney-General, 
you  don’t  mince  your  words  any,  do 
you?  But  you  are  so  right,  and  not 
a  reader  of  this  periodical  would 
disagree  as  to  the  obligation  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church  and  the 
home.  Few  who  read  these  words 
will  be  among  this  year’s  three- 
million  criminal  delinquents.  But 
all  who  read  these  words  share 
responsibility  for  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration — either  by  being  part  of  it, 
or  having  obligations  toward  it.  The 
answer  to  crime  is  so  simply  stated, 
but  the  rapid  growth  of  organized 
religion  in  our  nation  has  failed  to 
provide  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
the  growth  of  crime.  Still,  your 
share  of  the  answer  is  to  be  found 
in  your  home  and  your  church  and 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Alexandria 

The  Alexandria  District  M.Y.F. 
Council  met  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  Saturday, 
April  11  at  10:00  a.m.  Reggis  Soileau, 
district  representative,  presided  at 
the  meeting.  The  meeting  was  op¬ 
ened  with  prayer  by  Joel  Strange  of 
Tullos,  La.  The  group  made  the 
final  plans  on  the  Christians  Voca¬ 
tions  Rally  to  be  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  on 
April  25.  The  group  also  elected 
Norma  Lou  Brown  of  Pineville  as 
the  next  district  representative  and 
Mike  Gibson  of  Ville  Platte  as  the 
new  district  secretary. 

•  *  * 

Rice  Belt 

“The  Meeting  of  the  Irish”  was 
the  theme  of  the  Rice  Belt  Sub- 
District  banquet  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  DeWitt,  on  March 
16. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening  was 
the  coronation  of  “Queen  Patricia” 
and  “King  Patrick,”  who  were  Phyl¬ 
lis  Clark  of  DeWitt  and  Billy  Boyd 
Smith  of  Gillett.  After  the  corona¬ 
tion  group  singing  was  held  in  their 
honor. 

Rev.  Virgil  Keeley,  pastor,  Mal¬ 
vern  First  Methodist  Church,  was 
the  guest  speaker.  In  his  talk,  he 
illustrated  the  different  duck  calls 
and  connected  them  with  the  calls 
of  individuals’  religious  life.  Rev. 
Howard  Williams,  pastor  of  the  host 
church,  introduced  the  speaker. 

Following  the  guest  speaker,  Pat 
Burke,  sub-district  president,  intro¬ 
duced  the  guests,  then  presided  over 
the  business  meeting.  The  meeting 
was  closed  by  the  M.Y.F.  benedic¬ 
tion. 

*  *  * 

Batesville 

The  Batesville  Sub-District  met 
at  the  Oil  Trough  Methodist  Church, 
March  9  with  111  present. 

Theme  of  the  program  was  “The 
Significance  of  the  Lenten  Season.” 
The  speaker  was  Billy  Jones,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Arkansas  State  College. 
There  were  also  songs  by  Shelby 
Jean  Pankey,  Charlene  Mabry  and 
Larry  Davis. 

The  program  was  followed  by  a 
short  business  meeting  with  Lackey 
Moody  presiding.  Then  all  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  rec¬ 
reation  and  refreshments.  Kay  Tar- 
pley  is  reporter. 

*  *  * 

Delta 

The  Delta  Sub-District  met  March 
30  at  the  West  Memphis  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  Central  in  charge 
of  the  program. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  from  Ar¬ 
kansas  State  College  told  the  youth 
about  their  goals,  activities  and  their 
new  Wesley  Foundation  building. 
The  following  announcements  were 
made:  next  sub-district  meeting  will 
be  held  at  Marion;  the  recreation 
work  shop  that  was  to  be  held  at 
West  Memphis  April  10-12  was  post¬ 
poned;  the  conference  Youth  Rally 
was  held  on  the  Hendrix  College 
campus,  April  3;  the  conference 
Youth  Assembly  will  also  be  held 
at  Hendrix  College,  June  2-7  with 
the  subject  on  Christian  Vocations 
and  a  conference  given  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  M.Y.F.  and 
W.S.C.S.  will  be  held  at  Forrest  City 
April  25. 

your  school.  What  opportunities  are 
you  helping  to  provide  for  your 
children  and  youth  so  their  destiny 
does  not  lie  within  prison  walls? 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Shown  above  are  some  of  the  seventeen  members  of  the  Nora  Ebenezer  Circle  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
and  eleven  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie, 
who  completed  a  four  session  study  of  the  book  of  Isaiah  March  24.  The  sessions  consisted  of  devotions, 
special  music  from  Handel’s  “Messiah”  other  selections  and  hymns  based  on  Isaiah,  reports  and  group  discus¬ 
sions. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway  served  as  instructor. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  White¬ 
hall,  Pine  Bluff,  sponsored  a  Fel¬ 
lowship  Supper  Wednesday  evening, 
April  8.  An  old  time  Gospel  Sing¬ 
ing  was  led  by  Mrs.  R.  D.  Bell.  The 
speaker  of  the  evening  was  Rev. 
C.  E.  Monroe,  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Officers  elected  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  Cad¬ 
do  Heights,  Shreveport  to  serve  for 
the  year  1959-60  are:  president  Mrs. 
Norman  Parker;  vice  president,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Neal;  secretary,  Mrs.  John 
Simons;  treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  Fuqua. 
Eleven  secretaries  of  lines  of  work 
were  also  elected.  Rev.  George  Ross 
is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Mammoth  Spring  Woman’s  Soci¬ 
ety  met  Thursday,  April  9  in  the 

home  of  Mrs.  Birl  Hight  for  lunch¬ 
eon  before  the  regular,  meeting. 

Ten  members  and  three  guests, 
Mrs.  Huffman,  Mrs.  Dubois  and  Mrs. 
Moberly  of  Thayer  were  present. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Mrs. 
Culver,  president.  Following  the 


business  session,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Daniels, 
Jr.  gave  the  devotional.  Mrs.  Cletis 
Lakey  had  charge  of  the  lesson, 
“Rapidly  Growing  Nations.” 

Mrs.  Sowell  will  be  program  lead¬ 
er  for  May  when  the  pot  luck  lunch 
will  be  held  in  the  church  basement. 

*  *  * 

The  Methodist  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  met  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  George  McGhee  Mon¬ 
day  night,  April  6  and  organized  a 
night  circle. 

Mrs.  Paul  Edward  Williamson, 
Jr.,  called  the  meeting  to  order.  Mrs. 
Carl  Boals  gave  the  devotional.  The 
following  were  nominated  as  offi¬ 
cers:  chairman,  Mrs.  Ida  Lee  Pat¬ 
terson;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Andrew  Wil¬ 
liams;  secretary  Miss  Betty  Joe  Pat¬ 
terson;  program  chairman,  Mrs. 
Lewis  Smith;  study  chairman,  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Palmer;  and  reporter,  Mrs. 
I.  W.  Endsley. 

The  circle  will  meet  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  night  of  each  month.  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Dearing  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Williams 
will  be  co-hostesses  for  the  May 
meeting. 


WSCS  FINANCIAL  REPORT 
LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
3rd  QUARTER— 1958-59 


RECEIPTS: 

Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S .  $16,311.38 

W.S.G.  2,836.54 

Result  of  Study : 

W.S.C.S .  469.16 

W.S.G .  61.29 

Ark-Okla  Coop  Rural  Work, 

W.S.C.S .  229.00 

Norene  Robken  Fund, 

W.S.G .  583.68 

Honorary  Special  Memberships: 

W.S.C.S .  330.00 

W.S.G .  25.00 

In  Remembrance 
Fund  98.50 


Credit  on  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S .  $17,438.04 

W.S.G.  3,506.51 


Total  Credit  on  Pledge  $20,944.55 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 

W.S.C.S .  1,063.39 

W.S.G .  367.85 

Week  of  Prayer  Offering : 

W.S.C.S .  1,347.67 

W.S.G .  387.56 

Narcotic  Education  Fund: 

W.S.C.S 

w.s.g, 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Fund  . . 

Student  Loan  Fund 
supplementary  Gifts  ... 
other  Receipts 
Total  Receipts : 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G .  4,283.69 

T°tal  Receipts  from  Districts  ....  $24,485.41 


117.00 

21.77 

190.10 

21.00 

23.52 

1.50 
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Methodist  Youth 

Fund  .  728.15 

Student  Loan  repaid 
from  Student 

Loan  Fund  340.00 

Gift  for  Flowers  .  5.00 

Refund  .  1.00 


Total  Received  $25,560.06 

Balance  Nov.  15,  1958  .  13,939.45 


Total  to  account  for  .  $39,499.51 

Local  Church  and 
Community  work 
reported  . $15,889.20 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions : 

W.S.C.S . $14,191.38 

W.S.G .  3,010.12 

Honorary  Special  Memberships: 

W.S.C.S .  355.00 

W.S.G .  25.00 

In  Remembrance 
Gifts  .  98.50 


Total  Pledge : 

W.S.C.S .  $14,644.88 

W.S.G .  3,035.12 


Total  Pledge  .  $17,680.00 

Methodist  Youth 

Fund  .  728.15 

Total  on  Appropriations  $18,408.15 

Cash  for  Foreign 

Supply  Work  .  1,212.10 

Cash  for  Home 

Supply  Work  .  149.59 

Week  of  Prayer 
Offering  1,735.23 

Supplementary  Gifts  23.52 


Total  for  Missions  to  Division  ....  $21,528.59 


APRIL  23,  1959 


Societies  Conduct 
Studies 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  recently 
completed  a  study  of  the  Book  of 
Isaiah  at  the  Denham  Springs  First 
Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Raney,  who  has  taught 
in  Methodist  church  schools  for 
some  30  years,  led  the  Lenten  ob¬ 
servance. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  study  the 
group  made  plans  to  organize  a  per¬ 
manent  Bible  study  group.  Other 
action  was  the  presentation  to  the 
church  library  of  “The  Book  of 
Isaiah”  by  George  Adam  Smith  and 
“The  Old  Testament  and  the  Fine 
Arts”  by  Maus. 

*  *  * 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Salem 
Methodist  Church,  Batesville  Dis¬ 
trict,  completed  four  study  courses 
this  year.  “Understanding  Other 
Cultures”  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Grace 
Hunt.  The  second  course,  “Christian 
Concerns  of  North  American  Neigh¬ 
bors”  was  taught  by  C.  E.  Morris. 


Student  Loan  Fund 
Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

21.00 

Fund  . 

Christian  Social 

710.00 

Relations  . 

200.00 

Administration  . 

Narcotic  Education 

352.26 

Fund  . 

Jurisdiction  Annual 

138.77 

Meeting  . 

Conference  Annual 

16.50 

Meeting  . 

28.32 

Miscellaneous  . 

70.63 

Total  Disbursed 

$23,066.07 

Balance  Feb.  14,  1959 

16,433.44 

Total  Accounted  for 

$39,499.51 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
Third  Quarter 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
L.  Q.  Coleman,  Mrs.  Hattie  Chamness, 
Malvern  First  Church;  Mrs.  Winslow 
Brown,  Pullman  Heights  Church. 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Youth :  Betty 
Claire  Jacks,  Camden  First  Church.  Baby  : 
Julie  Carrol  Adkins,  Mary  Ann  Hogg, 
Camden  First;  Nancy  Gayle  Cloud,  Jack- 
son  Street;  Terry  Curtis  Phillips,  Fair- 
view;  Charles  Mark  Martel,  Magnolia 
First. 

HOPE  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Moore,  De  Queen;  Baby:  Karen  Kay  Ross, 
Ashdown. 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Earl  Seidenschwarz,  Primrose;  Mrs.  Mil¬ 
dred  Hales,  Oak  Forest. 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Vivian  S.  Morris,  Dermott;  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
guerite  Heckford  (WSG),  Warren;  Baby: 
Judith  Lynne  Grumbles,  Blake  Lander 
Brasel,  Dermott. 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Boyd  Smith,  Mrs.  James  McCammon, 
Gillett;  Mrs.  Herman  Davidson,  Rison. 


Districts  Meet 

Jonesboro  Executive  Comm. 

The  Jonesboro  District  Executive 
Committee  of  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  met  in  Noble  Ho¬ 
tel  February  20  for  a  luncheon  meet¬ 
ing. 

Mrs.  James  Blankenship,  district 
president,  presided  during  the  day. 
Mrs.  Ray  Worthington,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  gave  the  devotional. 

Those  present  and  reporting  were: 
Mrs.  Worthington,  Mrs.  Claud  Heeb, 
Mrs.  Roland  Hughes,  Mrs.  Robert 
Holt,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Oates,  Mrs.  S.  O. 
Bennett,  Mrs.  T.  I.  Seay,  Mrs  C.  V. 
McKinney,  Mrs.  Eugenia  Mills,  Mrs. 
Harold  Womack,  Mrs.  Ray  Hall  and 
Mrs.  Otis  Grant.  Miss  Mildred  Os- 
ment,  conference  vice-president,  and 
Mrs.  Lee  Ward  were  also  present. 

To  carry  out  the  recommendation 
of  the  conference,  it  was  decided  to 
delay  the  annual  meeting  until  June 
at  which  time  names  of  new  officers 
will  be  presented. 

*  *  * 

Little  Rock 

Annual  meeting  and  Officers 
Training  Day  for  the  Little  Rock 
District,  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  will  be  held  at  Winfield 
Methodist  Church  April  24.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  and 
the  meeting  opens  at  9:30  in  the 
sanctuary. 

Mrs.  Don  Cameron,  district  presi¬ 
dent  will  preside.  Mrs.  James  H. 
Rice,  Sr.  will  have  charge  of  offi¬ 
cers  training.  Rev.  Fred  R.  Harri¬ 
son,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Hot  Springs,  will  be  In¬ 
spirational  Speaker.  Mrs.  E.  D.  Gal¬ 
loway  will  conduct  the  Memorial 
Service. 

Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  conference  vice- 
president,  and  Mrs.  Murray  McLeod, 
conference  secretary  of  literature 
and  publications,  will  be  guest 
speakers.  Danny  Nelson,  soloist,  and 
Mrs.  Everett  Bowman,  organist,  will 
furnish  the  music. 

A  scholarship  to  the  conference 
school  of  missions  will  be  presented 
to  the  local  society  having  the  most 
officers  for  1959-60  present.  Each 
one  is  to  bring  a  sandwich.  A  nurs¬ 
ery  will  be  provided. 

E.  H.  LeMore  taught  the  third  course 
“The  Middle  East.”  The  fourth 
course  was  “Isaiah;”  the  instructor 
was  Walter  Nesbitt.  The  attendance 
ranged  from  18  to  34.  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Jinske  was  in  charge  of  arrange¬ 
ments. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  has 
completed  three  of  the  approved 
studies  for  this  conference  year,  and 
earned  Jurisdictional  credit  for  each 
one.  “The  Middle  East  Pilgrimage,” 
taught  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Stroud.  A  free 
will  offering  was  taken  for  San 
Juan  and  Methodist  Extension 
Schools,  Puerto  Rico.  “Concerns  of 
a  Conitnent,”  taught  by  Miss  Mary 
Winters.  Offering  for  home  mission 
work.  “Isaiah  Speaks,”  taught  by 
Miss  Catherine  Winters.  Class  to 
encourage  more  Bible  reading 
throughout  the  church  school,  and 
emphasize  the  importance  of  it. 

They  will  study  “Understanding 
Other  Cultures”  before  the  end  of 
this  conference  year. 
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N.A.  Conf.  Notes 

North  Arkansas  Children’s  Workers’ 
Conference  Termed  “Most  Successful” 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

The  Children’s  Workers’  Conference,  held  March  31-April  2,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Blytheville,  was  probably  the  most  successful  Children’s 
Workers’  Conference  we  have  had  in  our  Conference.  We  have  had  larger 
attendance,  but  the  program  this  year  was  a  very  effective  program. 

There  were  two  observation  periods  in  each  of  the  four  departmental 
groups.  These  periods  helped  to  make  the  whole  teaching  procedure  more 
meaningful. 

The  ministers  and  members  of  Blytheville  First  Church  did  an  ex¬ 
cellent  job  of  providing  for  the  program  in  the  church  and  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  those  attending.  We  are  certainly  grateful  to  all  of  them. 

All  of  the  resource  leaders  made  a  splendid  contribution  to  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  leaders  were:  Mrs.  Frances  Winter  and  Miss  Anna  Rose  Miller 
of  Fort  Smith;  Mrs.  Walter  Lindley  of  Jonesboro;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Neudecker 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Mrs.  Lloyd  Beall  of  Tyler,  Texas;  Mrs.  Delbert  W. 
Hill  of  Evansville,  Ind.;  and  Miss  Ladonna  Bogardus  of  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Miss  Bogardus,  from  the  General  Board  of  Education,  led  the  general 


sessions,  dealing  with  outdoor  ac¬ 
tivities  of  children. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of 
those  attending  that  the  same  type 
of  program  with  the  two  observa¬ 
tion  periods  be  carried  out  next 
year,  perhaps  with  some  change  in 
scheduling  the  various  activities. 


More  Than  900  In  Youth  Rally 

More  than  900  seniors,  older 
youth,  and  adults,  attended  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Youth 
Rally  held  on  the  Hendrix  Campus 
April  3. 

Rev.  Howard  W.  Ellis,  Director  of 
Youth  Evangelism  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  inspirational 
speaker  and  led  the  adult  leaders’ 
workshop  group  in  the  afternoon. 

Sixteen  groups  of  youth  with  able 
adult  discussion  group  leaders  con¬ 
ducted  workshop  periods  during  the 
afternoon  session.  These  resource 
leaders  had  been  brought  together 
for  a  planning  session  January  30. 
The  reports  coming  to  us  indicate 
that  these  workshop  periods  were 
probably  the  most  valuable  such 
periods  we  have  had  in  a  Youth 
Rally. 

The  whole  program  was  centered 
this  year  around  Youth  Evangelism. 
It  is  our  hope  that  local  churches 
and  sub-district  areas  will  follow 
up  with  special  emphasis  on  evange¬ 
lism  with  youth. 

We  suggest  that  local  churches 
secure  one  or  more  copies  of  Rev. 
Howard  W.  Ellis’  book,  EVANGE¬ 
LISM  FOR  TEEN-AGERS,  and  that 
local  churches  have  discussion 
groups  on  youth  evangelism.  This  is 
one  of  our  great  evangelistic  fields. 


Conference  Youth  Assembly 

It  is  not  too  early  for  local 
churches  to  be  making  plans  for 
representation  in  the  Conference 
Youth  Assembly  to  be  held  on  the 
Hendrix  College  Campus  June  2-6. 

The  program  this  year  will  have 
two  major  emphases:  special  train¬ 
ing  for  sub-district  and  local  church 
officers  in  the  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship,  and  on 
Christian  vocation. 

Pre-registration  will  be  required 
so  as  to  plan  for  housing.  A  $3.00 
registration  fee  will  be  required 
with  pre-registration. 

Delegates  must  be  16  years  of 


age,  except  that  sub-district  officers 
and  presidents  of  local  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowships  may  attend  pro¬ 
vided  they  have  passed  their  15th 
birthday  by  June  2. 

This  assembly  is  a  special  leader¬ 
ship  training  enterprise.  The  senior 
camps  in  the  various  districts  pro¬ 
vide  opportunity  for  the  larger 
group  of  seniors. 

Persons  are  expected  to  arrive  for 
registration  between  10  and  12  a.m. 
on  June  2  and  no  one  is  to  leave 
until  after  the  morning  worship 
service  on  June  6. 


Newark  Training  School 

Rev.  I.  L.  Claud  of  Marion  recent¬ 
ly  conducted  a  first  series  training 
school  at  Newark,  using  the  course 
on  HOW  TO  TEACH  IN  THE 
CHURCH  SCHOOL.  Twenty  per¬ 
sons  enrolled  in  this  school  from  Oil 
Trough  and  Newark.  Nineteen  of 
the  twenty  completed  the  course. 
The  reports  coming  to  us  indicate 
that  this  was  a  very  successful 
school. 


Training  Work  Through  April  1 

The  training  program  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  had  a  total  of 
more  training  credits  up  to  the  first 
of  April  than  was  reported  April  30 
in  1958.  A  number  of  schools  are 
yet  to  be  held  or  reported  for  this 
conference  year:  Marked  Tree;  Cen¬ 
tral  Church,  Fayetteville;  Griffin 
Memorial,  Paragould;  Marshall; 
Elaine;  St.  John,  Van  Buren;  St. 
Mark’s,  Paragould;  Walnut  Ridge; 
Nettleton;  Central  Avenue,  Bates- 
ville;  Goddard  Memorial,  Fort 
Smith;  Arkansas  Valley;  Amboy, 
North  Little  Rock;  First  Church, 
Fort  Smith;  Augusta;  Morrilton 
Area  School. 


The  latest  statistics  received  by 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  show  that  there  are 
over  twenty-two  million  Baptists 
throughout  the  world  in  more  than 
one  hundred  countries.  The  totals 
by  geographic  areas  show  that  there 
are  280,000  in  Africa,  718,000  in 
Asia,  52,000  in  Australia  and  Ocean¬ 
ia,  105,000  in  Central  America  and 
the  West  Indies,  1,135,000  in  Europe, 
147,000  in  South  America,  and  19,- 
900,000  in  North  America. 


MISS  RUTH  EMORY 


New  Member  of 
Staff  for  Methodist 
Education  Board 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Miss  Ruth 
Emory,  director  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  at  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Blue  Island,  Ill.,  will  join  the  staff 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Education  here  August  1. 

Miss  Emory  will  be  in  the  board’s 

Youth  Department  and  have  re¬ 

sponsibility  for  senior  (ages  approx¬ 
imately  15  to  17)  work  in  relation 
to  the  local  church.  She  will  be  the 
staff  resource  person  for  youth  ac¬ 
tivities  weeks,  summer  camps,  as¬ 
semblies,  and  institutes  for  seniors, 
and  for  the  MYF  program  area  on 
Christian  faith. 

She  will  succeed  the  Rev.  C. 

Glenn  Mingledorff,  who  will  be¬ 

come  a  local  church  pastor  early  in 
the  summer,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leon 

M.  Adkins,  Nashville,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  board’s  local-church 
division,  of  which  the  youth  depart¬ 
ment  is  a  part. 

Miss  Emory  was  elected  to  her 
new  position  by  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation’s  executive  committee. 

While  serving  on  the  staff  of 
Grace  church,  she  has  been  com¬ 
pleting  work  on  a  master  of  arts 
degree  in  Christian  education  which 
will  be  conferred  on  her  by  the 
Federated  Theological  Faculty  of 
the  University  of  Chicago.  A  native 
of  California,  she  studied  at  Na¬ 
tional  College  for  Christian  Work¬ 
ers,  Kansas  City,  Mo„  and  became 
a  Methodist  deaconess.  She  also 
earned  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  the  College  of  the  Pacific  and 
has  done  graduate  work  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  New  Mexico. 

She  has  served  on  the  staff  of 
National  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  as  a  music  teacher  in  Har¬ 
wood  Girls’  School,  Alburquerque, 

N.  Mex.,  and  as  associate  director 
of  education  at  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


Bossier  City 
Church  Having 
Mission  Study 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Bush  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
of  Southern  Methodist  University 
was  the  first  speaker  of  a  series  in 
a  special  month  of  missionary  em¬ 
phasis  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Bossier  City,  La.  He  spoke  at  the 
morning  service  on  April  5th. 

Dr.  Bush  is  now  the  Director  of 
School-Church  Relations  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  S.M.U.,  and  As¬ 
sistant  Professor  of  The  History  of 
Religions.  He  was  educated  at  Bay¬ 
lor  University,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  and  the  University  of 
Chicago,  being  a  candidate  for  the 
Ph.D.  at  the  latter  institution.  He 
served  three  pastorates  in  this  coun¬ 
try  before  going  with  his  family  in 
1950  to  the  Philippines,  where  he 
was  the  Protestant  Chaplain  to  the 
University  of  the  Philippines  and  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  for  five  years. 

The  Missions  Commission  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier 
City  is  presenting  a  series  of  local 
speakers  at  the  Adult  Interest 
Group  of  the  Sunday  evening  Fel¬ 
lowship  at  6:15  each  Sunday  night 
in  April.  These  speakers  are  pre¬ 
senting  the  “Missionary  Study  on 
Alaska  and  Hawaii”,  and  on  the 
“Christian  Concern  for  North  Am¬ 
erican  Neighbors”.  Other  special 
events  include  the  serving  of  special 
refreshments  typical  of  the  lands 
being  studied  at  the  Sunday  evening 
Fellowship  dinners  at  5:30. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Little  is  chairman  of 
the  commission  and  has  directed 
the  overall  arrangements.  This  is 
the  third  School  of  Missions  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  commission.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  these  special  events. 


Franklin  W.S.C.S. 
Completes  Study 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Milling,  missionary  ed¬ 
ucation  secretary  of  the  Franklin, 
La.,  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  conducted  the  fourth  and 
final  study  of  the  “Middle  East  Pil¬ 
grimage”  on  March  24. 

The  studies  included  films,  round 
table  discussions,  display  tables,  and 
speakers.  One  of  the  guest  speakers 
was  Bassam  Mufieh  from  Ammon, 
Jordan,  who  is  a  student  at  South¬ 
western  College  at  Lafayette,  La. 
He  discussed  different  phases  of  life 
in  his  country  and  answered  num¬ 
erous  questions. 

Others  participating  in  the  stud¬ 
ies  were  Mrs.  Henry  McCardell, 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Bell,  Mrs.  James  Rougeou, 
Mrs.  Robert  Brumby,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Horton,  Mrs.  Scott  Tibbs,  Mrs.  A.  S 
Hurley,  Miss  Mary  Simonton,  Mrs. 
Lavern  McCully,  Mrs.  Spencer 
Todd,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Edwin  Lecote,  La 
Nell  Hart,  Mrs.  Melba  Bovinllian, 
Mrs.  Joan  Coffelt,  Mrs.  Mary  Skil- 
lern,  Mrs.  Lee  Champagne,  Mrs.  T. 
S.  Feske,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Ribble,  Mrs.  J 
K.  Hebert,  Mrs.  Charles  Shoemak¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Merlin  Keenze,  Mrs.  Paul 
Horton,  Mrs.  Clarence  Gordy,  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Stoufflet. 
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The  Rev.  Craig  S.  Wilder,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  who  for  the  last 
four  years  has  been  pastor  of  the 
1 ,000-member  Wesley  Methodist 
Church  in  Singapore,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dations  in  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Lafayette,  La.,  April  20- 
24,  1959. 


Mr.  Wilder,  whose  American  home 
is  Hammond,  Ind.,  has  returned  to 
the  United  States  for  a  year's  fur¬ 
lough  from  missionary  service. 

Mr.  Wilder  is  traveling  in  Louis¬ 
iana  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement.  His 
visits  will  be  cast  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  Life  and  Mission  of  the 
Church.  Many  students  are  asking 
very  searching  questions  about  the 
nature  of  the  Christian  mission,  the 
nature  of  the  church  and  the  gospel, 
the  call  which  God  lays  upon  their 
lives  and  the  vocation  of  a  Christian 
student.  Mr.  Wilder  will  speak  to 
these  questions  and  he  will  also  pro¬ 
mote  the  Methodist  Student  Fellow¬ 
ship  Fund. 


the  AAUP  in  Ruston.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Pate  and  Dr.  Lee  Morgan,  both  past 
presidents  of  the  Centenary  chap¬ 
ter,  also  attended  the  convention. 


The  Methodist  Men  of  the  Barksdale  Methodist  Church  met  on  March 
17  for  their  charter  meeting.  Judge  Robert  J.  O'Neal,  district  lay  leader, 
presented  the  charter  to  George  Kemper,  president  of  the  club. 

The  men  present  and  signing  the  charter  are:  George  Kemper,  presi¬ 
dent,  J.  D.  Swenson,  Walter  Fortuna,  P.  M.  McClanahan,  Harold  McClung, 
pastor,  Leroy  Adcock,  H.  E.  Morrow,  Al  Thornborrow,  Johnnie  Hollings¬ 
worth,  J.  B.  Lipscomb,  Jr.,  Earl  Brock,  Coleman  Watson,  A.  A.  Hickerson, 
B-  J-  Hazlewood,  W.  0.  Phillips,  Robert  Shadow,  Alonzo  Alburl,  Benjamin 
Dickerson,  William  Shultz,  and  Leonard  Hall. 


The  University  of  Kansas  City  choir  presented  a  program  of  choral  music,  April  15,  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport. 


“The  Last  Days  of  Jesus”  was  the 
subject  of  the  series.  The  Rev.  Ben 
Oliphant,  who  attended  Centenary 
College,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  John  R.  Willingham,  professor 
of  English  at  Centenary  College  and 
president  of  the  campus  chapter  of 
the  American  Assn,  of  University 
Professors,  was  one  of  the  speakers 
Thursday  at  the  regional  meeting  of 


Choral  Group 
Performs  for 
Shreveport  Church 

The  University  of  Kansas  City 
Choir,  making  a  six-state  tour  of 
the  South,  gave  an  outstanding  con¬ 
cert  at  the  Family  Night  Program  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  April  15. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  was  the  story  in  narration  and 
song  of  the  growth  of  the  West  and 
the  Southwest.  Folk  melodies,  spiri¬ 
tuals  and  choral  sound-effects  pro¬ 
vided  the  unfolding  story. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Everett 
Hendricks,  distinguished  choral  au¬ 
thority,  this  choir  has  enjoyed  an 
international  reputation  for  its  su¬ 
perior  performances.  It  has  given 
forty  concerts  this  year,  including 
four  guest  appearances  with  the 
Kansas  City  Philharmonic  Orches¬ 
tra.  The  group  has  also  appeared  be¬ 
fore  national  music  conventions  and 
many  other  meetings  of  artistic 
merit. 

The  personnel  of  the  choir  is 
chosen  not  only  on  the  basis  of  mu¬ 
sical  appreciation  and  ability,  but 
for  scholastic  standing,  personality 
and  general  excellence. 

In  addition  to  conducting  the 
choir,  Dr.  Hendricks  is  chairman  of 
the  music  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Kansas  City,  director  of 
the  choirs  at  St.  John’s  Methodist 
Church,  conductor  of  the  Kansas 
City  Life  Insurance  chorus,  a  n  d 
leader  of  numerous  music  festivals 
throughout  the  country. 

The  fine  ensemble  singing  which 
the  group  achieved  in  Shreveport 
was  due  doubtless  to  the  team  spirit 
°f  the  students  chosen  from  various 
sections  of  the  university,  thus  en¬ 
abling  it  to  produce  the  degree  of 


Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting  head 
of  the  Bible  department  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  recently  delivered  a 
series  of  three  addresses  at  the  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  Loyalty  Sunday,  May  3rd,  be¬ 
gins  Week  9.  Pages  49-50  of 
the  Manual  give  detailed  di¬ 
rections  for  the  day.  These 
should  be  followed  carefully. 

2.  A  report  meeting  should  be 
held  at  8:49  p.m.  Sunday  and 
subsequent  report  meetings 
on  May  5th  and  7th  at  9:14 
p.m. 

3.  Every  possible  effort  should 
be  made  to  complete  all  calls 
during  the  week  so  that  every 
person  can  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  sharing  in  the  service 
on  Victory  Sunday,  May  10. 


interpretation  required  for  the  high¬ 
ly  technical  art  of  a  cappella  sing¬ 
ing. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  at 
the  head  of  Texas  Street  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  of  which  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes 
is  pastor,  combines  all  of  its  week¬ 
day  meetings  in  one  Wednesday 
Family  Night  Program,  including 
dinner  for  700,  followed  by  features 
of  worship,  instruction,  entertain¬ 
ment  for  all  ages,  and  various  com¬ 
mittee  sessions  to  plan  the  future 
program  of  the  church. 
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The  Story  Behind 
A  “Best  Seller ” 

“The  Greeks  had  a  word  for  it, 
but,  alas,  we  do  not" — this  has  been 
the  complaint  of  Bible  scholars  for 
many  generations.  To  help  remedy 
this  situation,  and  to  make  the  hid¬ 
den  meanings  of  the  original  Greek 
available  and  within  the  grasp  of 
the  ordinary  reader — this  was  a  task 
to  which  the  Lockman  Foundation 
of  California  and  Mrs.  Frances  E. 
Siewert  Editorial  Secretary  and 
Bible  Student,  together  with  the  ad¬ 
visory  board  of  Evangelical  Bible 
scholars,  dedicated  themselves  sev¬ 
eral  years,  ago.  Now,  with  an  ex¬ 
penditure  of  more  than  12,000  hours 
of  work  and  $25,000  in  editorial 
costs,  the  public  is  being  treated  to 
a  New  Testament  that  runs  many 
hundreds  of  pages  larger  than  the 
ordinary  Testament.  Why?  Because 
the  various  shades  of  meaning,  in¬ 
herent  in  the  Greek,  but  not  ex¬ 
pressible  in  single  English  words, 
have  been  added  within  the  text 
itself  by  means  of  extra  words  skil¬ 
fully  included  in  brackets  (and  be¬ 
tween  dashes).  That  this  device  for 
translating  and  clarifying  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  has  struck  a  responsive  cord 
in  the  public  mind  is  evident  by  the 
mounting  sales  of  The  Amplified 
New  Testament.  As  of  this  writing, 
only  six  months  after  first  publica¬ 
tion,  there  have  appeared  five  edi¬ 
tions  totaling  110,000  copies  in  print. 

The  result  of  all  this  has  been  that 
great  numbers  of  young  people  are 
finding  the  New  Testament,  in  this 
new  form,  fascinating  reading.  “At 
last.  I’ve  found  a  Bible  that  I  can 
understand!”  is  the  exclamation 
most  often  heard  when  they  “dis¬ 
cover”  the  “Amplified.” 

And  Evangelist  Billy  Graham, 
himself  a  campus  favorite  and  one 
of  the  world’s  most  admired  and  re¬ 
spected  personalities  (according  to 
recent  year-end  polls)  goes  all-out 
in  his  recommendation  of  the  “Am¬ 
plified.”  Says  he:  “It  is  the  most 
wonderful  translation  .  .  .  Get  one!” 


Recent 

Books  for  Children  and  Young  People 

This  book  list  and  comment  was  compiled  by  James  S.  Cookston,  in¬ 
structor  of  Library  Science,  School  of  Library  Science,  Louisiana  State 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 


New  York  City  has  960,000  Prot¬ 
estants,  according  to  figures  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Protestant  Council  of 
the  City  of  New  York.  Of  these, 
440,000  Protestant  church  members 
are  Negro  and  90,000  Puerto  Rican. 
The  Council  estimates  that  by  1970, 
Negroes  will  represent  43.8  per  cent 
and  Puerto  Ricans  13.7  per  cent  of 
the  total  Protestant  church-affiliat¬ 
ed  population.  Comments  Dr.  David 
W.  Barry,  committee  chairman:  “For 
the  first  time  in  three  quarters  of  a 
century,  the  balance  of  immigration 
to  New  York  City  has  been  favor¬ 
able  to  Protestantism  because  of 
the  overwhelming  Protestant  char¬ 
acter  of  the  Negro  community  and 
the  very  substantial  Protestant  pro- 


Banner,  Angela.  More  Ant  and  Bee;  Ano¬ 
ther  Alphabetical  Story  for  Tiny  Tots. 
Franklin  Watts,  1958,  llOp.  $1.50 

To  be  read  together  by  child  and 
adult.  Purpose  is  to  give  child  confidence 
in  reading  and  extend  his  vocabulary. 
Escapades  of  an  ant  and  bee. 

Bleeker,  Sonia.  The  Eskimo,  Arctic  Hunt¬ 
ers  and  Trappers.  Morrow,  1959,  160p. 
$2.50  (ages  8-12). 

A  description  of  the  Eskimo  people, 
their  games,  crafts,  mythology,  and  arc¬ 
tic  explorations. 

Bothwell,  Jean.  The  Promise  of  Rose.  Har- 
count,  Brace,  1959,  187p.  $3.00  (ages  14 
up). 

A  16th  century  setting  in  which  a 
young  girl  from  India  has  her  marriage 
arranged  by  the  emperor.  With  elements 
of  intrigue  she  solves  her  problem. 
(Young  adult  level). 

Borten,  Helen.  Do  You  See  What  I  See? 
Abelard-Schuman,  1959,  40p.  $2.75.  (ages 
5-8). 

A  child's  introduction  to  art.  Basic 
elements  of  lines,  shapes,  and  color  and 
the  emotional  responses  they  revoke. 
Will  help  children  to  express  themselves 
and  become  sensitive  observers  of  their 
surroundings.  Vividly  illustrated. 

Cavannah,  Frances,  editor.  Family  Read¬ 
ing  Festival;  Stories  and  Poems  to  Read 
Together.  Prentice  Hall,  1958,  $5.95,  326p. 
Illus. 

A  collection  of  items  blended  for  every 
reading  taste.  Materials  treat  the  family, 
adventure,  animals,  tall  tales,  enchant¬ 
ment,  poetry,  and  wisdom.  Intended  for 
family  reading  together. 

Chambers,  Peggy.  A  Doctor  Alone;  A 
Biography  of  Elizabeth  Blackwell:  The 
First  Woman  Doctor,  1821-1910.  Abelard- 
Schuman,  1958,  183p.  (Junior  and  Senior 
High  School  Level). 

Vivid  account  of  the  world’s  first 
woman  physician  and  her  pioneering  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  field  of  medical  education 
for  women. 

Coatsworth,  Elizabeth.  The  Cat  Who  Went 
to  Heaven.  Illus.  by  Lynd  Ward.  Mac¬ 
millan.  1958,  $3.50.  69p.  (age  ten  up). 

New  edition  of  the  Newbery  Award 
winner.  Story  of  the  little  cat  who  came 
to  live  in  the  home  of  a  Japanese  ar¬ 
tist  and  brought  him  good  fortune. 

Coleman,  Ralph  P.  The  Way,  the  Truth, 
and  the  Life.  Winston,  1950,  $10.00,  120p. 
(For  all  ages). 

Paintings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments  by  the  author  presented  in  color. 
Interpretations  of  each  picture.  A  pic¬ 
torial  history  of  the  Bible. 

Coombs,  Charles.  Airmen  and  What  They 
Do.  Franklin  Watts  Company,  1955,  $3.95, 
88p.  (Junior  and  Senior  High  School 
Levels). 

An  aviation  career  fiction  book  by  an 
authority  on  aviation. 

Daly,  Maureen.  Patrick  Visits  the  Farm. 
Dodd,  Mead,  1959,  $2.50,  Illus.  (Ages  3-6). 

Answers  to  a  young  boy's  questions 
about  farm  life  and  activities  are  ans¬ 
wered.  Treats  animals,  farm  buildings, 
equipment.  Also  an  adventure  in  hunt¬ 
ing  for  a  mysterious  pheasant. 

Dolan,  Edward  F.  Pasteur  and  the  Invis¬ 
ible.  Dodd,  Mead,  1958,  $3.00,  214p.  (Jun¬ 
ior  and  Senior  High  School  Level). 

The  story  of  the  great  scientist's  ded¬ 
ication  to  science  depicting  lift  in  his 
laboratory,  his  failure,  and  ultimate  suc- 

Du  Jardin,  Rosamond.  Wedding  in  the 
Family.  Lippincott,  1958,  192p.  $2.75. 

(For  girls  ages  12-16). 

Another  story  of  Tobey  Heydon  and 
her  sister  Midge's  activities  centered  a- 
round  Tobey’s  wedding.  After  a  summer 
vacation,  Midge  realizes  she  has  reached 


portion  of  the  Puerto  Rican  popula¬ 
tion.”  He  adds  that  these  two  groups 
provide  opportunities  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  the  Protestant  churches, 
but  that  “the  future  of  Protestant¬ 
ism  in  New  York  City  looks  much 
brighter.” 


THE  UNDERSTANDABLE 
NEW  TRANSLATION 
THAT  EXPLAINS  ITSELF 

Tire 

Amplified 
flew  Tesf ament 

",  .  ,  it  is  the  most  wonderful 
translation.  Get  one!” 

—  Billy  Graham 

Regular  Cloth  Edition. .$3. 95 

Gift  Edition  (Boxed) . — ..-  6.95 

Genuine  Leather....-.-..—.— 9.95 


maturity. 

Glesmer,  Bernard.  All  about  the  Human 
Body.  Random  House,  1958,  $1.95,  137p. 
illus.  (Ages  9-12). 

How  the  body  is  put  together  and  how 
each  part  functions  in  relation  to  the 
other.  Simply  and  interestingly  present¬ 
ed. 

Grant,  Bruce.  Pancho,  A  Dog  of  the 
Plains.  World  Pub.  Co.,  1958,  $2.75,  185p. 
Illus.  (Ages  8-12). 

In  this  story  of  a  dog’s  fidelity,  based 
on  a  true  episode  in  Ranger  history,  a 
vivid  picture  of  Southwest  Texas  in 
1880's  is  created. 

Hoke,  Helen,  ed.  Witches,  Witches,  Witch¬ 
es.  Franklin  Watts  Co.,  1958,  $2.95,  230p. 
(Junior-Senior  High  Level). 

A  collection  of  28  stories  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional  witches  and  their  magic,  the 
not-so-bad  witches,  and  good  witches. 
Represents  some  of  the  best  known  wri¬ 
ters  of  horror  stories.  Another  of  the 
triple  word  title  series. 

Jackson,  C.P.  and  O.B.  Freshman  For¬ 
ward.  McGraw-Hill,  1959,  $2.95,  160p. 

Illus.  (Junior-Senior  High  Level). 

A  freshman  basketball  star  in  all  his 
luck  and  superb  playing  forgets  to  play 
for  the  team,  but  for  himself.  After 
several  losses  he  realizes  that  he  must 
change  his  attitude. 

Kessler,  Leonard.  Art  Is  Everywhere;  A 
Child’s  Guide  to  Drawing  and  Painting. 
Dodd,  Mead,  1958,  $3.50.  Illus. 

For  boys  and  girls  who  can  paint  and 
those  who  think  they  can’t.  How  to  mix 
colors,  draw  what  you  feel,  and  ways  to 
paint.  Not  a  "how  to”  book,  but  one 
that  shows  that  art  is  fun. 

Kjelgaard,  Jin.  The  Black  Fawn.  Dodd, 
Mead,  1958,  $3.50,  215p.  (Junior  and  High 
School  Level). 

Adventures  of  two  city  boys  and  a 
fawn  on  a  farm.  Lessons  in  nature  and 
meaning  of  true  sportsmanship. 

Lenski,  Lois.  I  Went  for  a  Walk.  Henry 
Z.  Walch,  Inc.,  1958,  $2.50,  48p.  Illus. 

A  book  for  reading  or  singing  by  the 
child  4-8  years  old.  Easy  reading  and 
tunes. 

Lobsenz,  Norman.  First  Book  of  West 
Germany,  Franklin  Watts,  Inc.,  $1.95, 
66p.  Illus. 

A  brief  presentation  of  the  history, 
culture,  sports,  cities,  and  festivals  of 
West  Germany.  Glossary  of  simple  words 
and  phrases. 

McClung,  Robert.  Whooping  Crane.  Mor¬ 
row,  1959,  $2.50,  64p.  Illus.  (Ages  8-12). 

Dramatic  presentation  of  the  migra¬ 
tion,  nest  building,  and  near  tragedy  of 
three  of  the  last  whooping  cranes. 

Milne,  A.  A.  The  World  of  Christopher 
Robin.  Dutton,  1958,  $3.95,  234p. 

A  new  compilation  with  color  illustra¬ 
tions  of  Milne’s  verses  also  including 
When  We  Were  Very  Young  and  Now 
We  Are  Six. 

Petersham,  Maud  and  Miska.  The  Pepper- 
nuts.  Macmillan,  1958,  $2.50,  63p.  Illus. 
(Ages  6-10). 

A  funny  and  warm  hearted  story  about 
the  adventures  of  the  Peppernut  family 
who  moved  to  an  old  hunting  lodge  for 
the  summer. 

Schiffer,  Don.  First  Book  of  Football. 
Franklin  Watts,  Inc.,  1958,  $1.95,  63p. 

For  beginners  in  football — eithers  play¬ 
ers  or  spectators.  Well  illustrated.  Fur¬ 
nishes  simple  and  adequate  answers  on 
all  phases  of  the  game. 

Syme,  Ronald.  Vasco  da  Gama.  Morrow, 

1959.  $2.75,  96p.  (Ages  8-12). 

The  story  of  the  courageous  voyages 
of  da  Gama  to  India  and  its  effect  on 
Portugal. 

Tottle,  John.  Benjamin  Franklin,  First 
Great  American.  Houghton  Mifflin, 
1958,  $1.95,  192p.  (Ages  9-12). 

A  Piper  Book,  one  of  a  new  series, 
written  for  boys  and  girls  emphasizing 
the  youthful  traits  of  character  of  men 
and  women  of  history  that  led  to  their 
adult  achievement. 

Wilcox,  Don.  Castle  on  the  Campus.  Little 
Brown,  1959,  $3.00,  232p.  (Age  12  plus). 

Realistic  story  of  a  young  English 
boy  and  his  problems  attending  an 
American  college.  His  girl  friend  helps 
him  to  make  adjustments. 

Wolfe,  Louis.  Let’s  Go  to  a  Planetarium. 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1958,  $1.95,  47p. 

Another  of  the  "Let’s  Go”  series.  Vivid 
illustrations  of  a  visit  to  a  planetarium 
to  view  the  work  carried  on  there. 
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★  FOR  SALE  ★ 

•  5-GaIIon  Commercial  Urn 

•  Kitchen  Aid  Mixer 

(9-Speeds) 

With  Two  1-Gallon  Bowls 

Both  items  suitable  for  church 
kitchen.  Items  purchased  for 
Moore's  Cafeteria,  but  never  used. 

New  Cost  $315.00.  $100 

Will  sell  to  church  for  lull 

Contact  MRS.  MERLIN  MOORE, 
FR  4-3139  or  Write  to 
1807  Battery,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Religious  Broadcasts 
In  5th  Year  at  Seoul 

The  Protestant  broadcasting  sta¬ 
tion  HLKY  in  Seoul,  Korea,  now 
beginning  its  fifth  year  of  religious 
and  musical  broadcasts  to  Koreans 
and  American  servicemen,  is  in¬ 
stalling  a  relay  station  in  Taegu, 
200  miles  south  of  Seoul.  Within  a 
year,  programs  prepared  on  tape  in 
Seoul  will  be  broadcast  daily  over 
a  new  250-watt  transmitter  in  Tae¬ 
gu  to  1,000,000  potential  listeners 
now  cut  off  by  mountains  from 
broadcasts.  The  Taegu  station 
HLKY  will  be  the  first  of  a  proposed 
Christian  network  in  Korea.  As  a 
first  step  in  reaching  villagers  with 
few  outside  contacts,  HLKY  has 
distributed  battery  radios,  “portable 
missionaries,”  to  90  country  church¬ 
es.  Up  to  30  persons  gather  daily 
in  these  listening  centers  to  hear 
Christian  programs. 

Soochow  University,  Methodist- 
affiliated  school  in  Taipei,  Taiwan, 
recently  moved  into  a  new  building 
on  a  new  campus.  With  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  1,100  students,  including 
232  women,  Soochow  University 
now  holds  classes  both  in  the  new 
building  four  miles  from  Taipei  and 
in  an  older  building  in  downtown 
Taipei.  The  new  suburban  campus 
is  in  a  scenic  valley  surrounded  by 
mountains.  The  current  academic 
year  is  the  eighth  for  Soochow  Uni¬ 
versity  since  it  was  re-established 
on  Taiwan,  and  is  the  third  year 
that  it  has  been  re-affiliated  with 
the  Methodist  Church.  It  was  origi¬ 
nally  established  by  Methodists  in 
Soochow  and  Shanghai  on  China’s 
mainland  around  1900.  The  school 
is  primarily  a  college  of  law. 


SPRING  DRIVE  LAUNCHED 
TO  CLOTHE  NEEDY 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
ual  churches  or  sent  direct  to 
Church  World  Service  Centers  at 
New  Windsor,  Maryland;  Napanee, 
Indiana;  110  East  29th  Street,  New 
York  16,  New  York;  4165  Duncan 
Avenue,  St.  Louis  10,  Missouri  or 
919  Emerald  Avenue,  Modesto,  Cal¬ 
ifornia. 


Church  Furniture 

EQUIPMENT  &  FIXTURES 


ALL  TYPES  OF  FURNITURE 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH!  including- 

•  CLASSROOM  FURNITURE 

•  FOLDING  BANQUET  TABLES 

•  FOLDING  CHAIRS 

CUSTOM  DESIGNS  FOR 
ALL  DENOMINATIONS! 

QUALITY  MATERIALS 
AND  CONSTRUCTION! 

•  FREE  ESTIMATES  • 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  CATALOG 

CENTRAL 

MFG.  &  SALES  CO. 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 
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SHARP  —  Mrs.  Silva  D.  Sharp, 
aged  82  years,  passed  away  at  her 
home  northeast  of  Iowa,  Louisiana, 
February  23,  1959.  She  was  a  nat¬ 
ive  of  Union  Town,  Kansas  and 
wife  of  Malcolm  A.  Sharp,  a  well 
known  rice  farmer  and  cattleman, 
who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1940. 
His  only  son,  Evertt,  died  a  short 
time  before  his  mother. 

Mrs.  Sharp  was  converted  at  an 
early  age  and  joined  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  She  was  active  in 
religious  work  all  of  her  life.  She 
organized  a  Sunday  School  of  which 
she  was  superintendent  on  her  fath¬ 
er’s  farm  in  a  small  school  house 
until  she  moved  her  membership  to 
The  Methodist  Church  in  Iowa, 
Louisiana  in  1911.  She  taught  the 
Adult  Women’s  Sunday  School 
class  until  she  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  ill  health.  She  was 
church  treasurer  and  member  of 
the  Official  Board  for  many  years. 
She  was  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  also.  She  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  missions  and  gave  gen¬ 
erously  to  that  work  so  long  as  she 
lived.  One  of  her  greatest  joys  was 
the  week  she  spent  each  summer  at 
the  Lake  Arthur  Camp  Meeting, 
which  she  supported  and  attended 
as  long  as  health  permitted. 

Mrs.  Sharp  was  an  energetic 
worker  in  her  Father’s  Kingdom 
and  until  her  illness  she  was  a 
faithful  attendant  at  all  church 
services.  She  was  calm,  quiet  and 
patient  during  her  illness  and  had 
faith  and  confidence  in  her  Maker 
and  awaited  His  will. 

She  leaves  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
George  Koonce  and  Mrs.  Lilburn 
DeWolf,  one  sister,  Mrs.  Elva  Petti- 
crew,  ten  grandchildren  and  one 
great  grandson.  The  pulpit  set  in 
the  church  was  given  by  Mrs.  Sharp 
and  Mrs.  Petticrew  in  memory  of 
their  father  and  mother,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Aaron  K.  Davis.  Mrs.  Sharp 
was  liberal  in  her  donations  to  all 
projects  of  the  church,  but  missions 
was  the  project  nearest  to  her  heart. 
She  met  her  Father  knowing  she 
had  done  her  best  and  faced  death 
unafraid. 

—Mrs.  B.  T.  Wait 


ROBIDEAUX — A.  E.  Robideaux, 
the  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Robi¬ 
deaux,  was  born  in  New  Orleans  on 
March  7th,  1892.  His  father  moved 
to  Acadia  Parish  when  he  was  four 
years  old.  He  joined  the  Indian 
Bayou  Methodist  Church  when  he 
was  a  young  child,  and  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  until  his  passing  away 
on  March  19th,  at  6:30  p.m. 

Mr.  Robideaux  was  on  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  for  many  years,  and 
being  a  minister’s  son  he  was  a  min¬ 
ister’s  friend. 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Something  of  the  “success”  of 
medical  service  across  the  world — 
including  that  of  medical  missions 
and  of  governmental  services  in¬ 
spired  by  missions — comes  in  the 
report  of  the  World  Health  Organ¬ 
ization  (UN)  that  only  213  cases  of 
bubonic  plague  were  officially  re¬ 
ported  in  1953,  “the  lowest  number 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century.” 
In  1957  the  total  was  569 — also  a 
record  low.  It  is  recalled  that  only 
a  few  decades  ago,  the  plague 
claimed  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
victims  almost  every  year  in  some 
part  of  Asia  alone.  The  1958  cases 
includes  46  in  Africa  and  Madagas¬ 
car;  in  India,  26;  in  Burma,  18;  in 
Iran,  11;  there  were  isolated  cases 
in  Ecuador,  Peru,  and  Brazil. 


The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  has  appropriated 
a  record  amount — $21,341,488 — for 
missionary  work  in  the  United 
States,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico  and  44 
countries.  The  appropriations  are 
for  the  fiscal  year  1960,  which  will 
begin  June  1,  1959.  The  amount  is 
about  $800,000  greater  than  the 
previous  record  appropriations,  $20,- 
502,562,  which  were  for  the  fiscal 
year  1959,  ending  May  31.  The  1960 
appropriations  represent  a  totaling 
of  the  appropriations  of  the  Board’s 
three  administrative  divisions — $3,- 
074,730  for  the  Division  of  National 
Missions,  $9,385,946  for  the  Division 
of  World  Missions,  and  $8,880,812 
for  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service. 


Speaking  recently  to  the  UN’s 
Commission  on  Human  Rights,  Dr. 
Arcot  Krishaswami,  representative 
of  India,  said  (in  part):  “Consider¬ 
ing  the  powerful  emotions  aroused 
by  religion — how  in  the  past  wars 
were  waged  by  rival  faiths  to  estab¬ 
lish  their  supremacy — it  is  com¬ 
forting  to  record  freedom  from  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  matter  of  reli¬ 
gious  rights  and  practices  in  large 
parts  of  the  world.  No  longer  is  this 
question  worldwide  in  character. 
What  started  as  a  toleration  of  dis¬ 
senting  creeds  and  beliefs — a  con¬ 
siderable  advance  if  one  takes  into 
account  the  climate  of  the  times, 
even  though  it  was  based  only  on 
sufferance  of  other  faiths  and  be¬ 
liefs  by  the  dominant  religion  of  the 
state — has  matured  in  many  coun¬ 
tries  into  a  recognition  of  the  right 
of  everyone  to  freedom  of  thought, 


And  will  be  missed  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

J.  B.  McCann 
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conscience,  and  religion  .  .  .  But,  in 
various  degrees,  religious  discrimi¬ 
nation  still  persists  .  .  .  The  new 
things  learned  in  the  forward  march 
of  humanity,  the  pressures  of  new 
hopes  and  even  of  new  fears,  the 
consciousness  that  discrimination, 
particularly  in  the  matter  of  reli¬ 
gious  rights  and  practices,  tends 
to  narrow  public  spirit  and  to  per¬ 
vert  the  noble  ideal  of  citizenship, 
may  lead  sooner  than  many  realize 
to  a  change  of  manners  and  a  conse¬ 
quent  removal  of  stains  that  mar  a 
national  society.” 


Worship  attendance  in  the  United 
States  reached  a  record  high  during 
1958,  according  to  the  year-end  re¬ 
port  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Public  Opinion.  Dr.  George  Gallup, 
director,  reported  that  50,500,000 
adults  attended  church  and  syna¬ 
gogue  service  during  an  average 
week.  This  was  an  increase  of  2,- 
000,000  over  1957.  The  figures  are 
projected  from  a  nationwide  sample 
polled  four  times  during  the  year. 
Forty-nine  per  cent  of  all  adults  at¬ 
tended  worship  in  an  average  week. 
This  compared  with  47  per  cent  the 
year  before,  and  equalled  the  record 
of  49  per  cent  level  first  established 
in  1955.  Except  for  a  slight  decline 
in  1956,  there  has  been  a  steady  rise 
in  worship  attendance  in  the  U.  S. 
since  1950,  when  only  39  per  cent 
of  all  adults  attended  worship  regu¬ 
larly— 37,400,000  in  1950  and  50,500,- 
000  in  1958 — attendance  has  risen 
35  per  cent  over  nine  years  ago. 
This  compares  with  a  population  in¬ 
crease  of  fifteen  per  cent  for  that 
period. 


Some  6,000  Methodist  youth  and 
students,  and  the  adults  who  work 
with  them  in  colleges  and  in  church 
organizations,  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  seventh  “National  Convo¬ 
cation  on  Methodist  Youth,”  on  the 
campus  of  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  August  24  to  28. 
Says  the  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  (Nashville,  Tenn.) 
which  called  the  gathering:  “In  a 
day  characterized  by  individual 
loneliness,  timid  conformity,  and 
loss  of  purpose  in  living;  in  a  world 
experiencing  a  revolution  made  ex¬ 
plosive  by  rising  new  nations  and 
declining  world  powers;  in  a  nation 
dissatisfied  with  traditional  values 
and  unsure  of  new;  in  an  age  when 
the  sciences  have  extended  and 
exalted  man’s  place  and  power;  the 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth  calls  Methodist  youth  to  pro¬ 
claim  once  more  that  the  God  who 
spoke  in  his  creation,  prophecy, 
Christ,  and  Church  speaks  in  the 


persona],  cultural,  and  internation*. 
crises  of  this  time.”  Two  major 
themes  will  be  emphasized:  in  the 
mornings  the  theological  convictions 
of  the  church  about  God’s  action 
through  addresses  by  Carl  Michal- 
son,  James  Thomas,  Melvin  Wheat- 
ley,  Chester  Pennington;  in  the  eve¬ 
nings,  an  exploration  of  the  present 
human  situation  through  drama, 
jazz,  dance,  the  arts,  and  such  per¬ 
sons  as  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Dr. 
Theodore  Gill,  Prof.  Harold  Ehrens- 
perger,  Dr.  Roger  Ortmayer. 


The  Methodists  of  Finland,  are 
observing  during  1959  the  one- 
hundreth  anniversary  of  Methodism 
in  their  country.  One  of  the  first 
events  of  the  centennial  year  was 
the  dedication  of  a  new  church  in 
the  coastal  town  of  Lovisa  on  the 
Baltic  Sea.  The  new  church,  which 
was  built  in  part  through  the  labors 
of  the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Harry  Sven- 
son,  and  members  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion,  will  serve  Swedish-speaking 
Methodists,  who  constitute  one  of 
the  two  annual  conferences  in  Fin¬ 
land,  the  Finland -Swedish  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  other  conference  is  the 
Finland  Conference,  which  compris¬ 
es  Methodist  work  among  the  native 
Finns.  Both  are  presided  over  by 
Bishop  Odd  Hagen  of  Stockholm. 
Methodists  in  Finland  number  about 
3,200,  and  about  1,700  persons  are 
enrolled  in  church  schools.  There 
are  25  ordained  ministers. 


Three  groups  of  theologians  and 
linquists  in  Japan  are  currently 
working  on  the  Japanese  transla¬ 
tion  and  publication  of  collected 
works  of  John  Wesley,  Martin  Luth¬ 
er  and  John  Calvin  to  mark  the 
commemoration  of  the  centennial 
of  the  missionary  work  of  the  evan¬ 
gelical  church  in  Japan. 


People  60  to  80 
Tear  Out  This  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to  find  out 
how  you  can  still  apply  for  a  $1,000 
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You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
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Write  today,  simply  giving  your 
name,  address  and  year  of  birth. 
Mail  to  Old  American  Insurance  Co., 
1  West  9th,  Dept.  L1607C,  Kansas 
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Summation  of  Conference  On  Promotion  And  Cultivation  Held  At  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Convocation,  Kansas  City,  April  7-9 

Motivating  and  Energizing  Great  Causes 

By  Dr.  Paul  V.  Galloway,  Tulsa.  Oklahoma 


BEING  at  this  Convocation  and  Promotion 
Conference  has  been  a  wonderful  combi¬ 
nation  of  pleasure,  blessing  and  challenge. 
We  are  grateful  to  the  Bishops  and  lead¬ 
ers  who  have  made  possible  and  profitable  these 
days.  The  Commission  on  Promotion  and  Cul¬ 
tivation,  along  with  the  staff  of  our  World 
Service  and  Finance  Commission,  were  excel¬ 
lent  in  their  preparation  and  expeditious  in 
plans  and  arrangements.  Movement  seemed  easy 
and  natural. 

Our  purpose  for  being  here  was  to  study, 
evaluate,  precipitate,  educate,  energize  and  ani¬ 
mate.  In  Corinthian  style  we  could  say,  “And 
now,  brethren,  concerning  the  collection  and  the 
causes.” 

World  Service  The  Lifeline 

I.  World  Service  is  the  Baseline,  Lifeline,  Main 
line  and  High  line  of  our  church.  It  is  not  a 
tax  that  is  levied  upon  local  congregations 
but  a  body  into  which  we  incarnate  love, 
life  and  soul.  It  is  part  of  our  fellowship 
and  call.  World  Service  is  a  fundamental 
foundation,  and  the  apportionment  of  it 
should  be  looked  upon  as  a  minimum  asking 
and  not  maximum  or  total. 

1.  We  cannot  escape  facing  World  Service 
generously  and  faithfully  if  we  are  re¬ 
sponsible  Christians  or  churchmen.  While 
we  want  it  to  have  life  and  to  become 
easier  to  pay,  we  must  pay  it  whether  it 
is  glamorized  or  personalized.  As  we 
give  to  this  item  we  show  the  fruit  of  the 
spirit  and  carry  out  the  admonition  of 
caring  for  the  vines  and  the  branches.  As 
we  go  back  to  our  places  of  service  we 
must  inform  our  people  in  every  manner 
about  these  Causes.  We  must  include  them 
in  thoughts,  prayers  and  programs,  as 
well  as  in  our  budgets.  To  further  them 
every  church  ought  to  have  an  Every 
Member  Canvass,  and  do  all  it  can 
through  the  promotion  of  tithing  and 
great  stewardship  to  enlarge  askings  and 
givings.  As  much  as  is  possible  Districts 
and  Conference  should  promote  cam¬ 
paigns  on  a  simultaneous  basis. 

2.  World  Service  is  the  church  at  work.  It 
is  made  up  of  agencies,  persons,  causes 
and  calls.  On  every  day  of  the  year  World 
service  is  at  work  for  us.  The  Methodist 
Church  is  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  In 
the  heat  of  Africa  and  South  America  it 
is  holding  meetings;  on  the  islands  of 
Japan  and  Borneo  they  are  having  Sun¬ 
day  School;  in  India  a  hospital  is  admin¬ 
istering  to  patients  this  very  moment; 
while  in  Bolivia  hundreds  are  together 
in  our  schools  and  churches  hearing  our 
Murray  Dicksons  and  others  proclaim 
God’s  truths.  Sunday  Schools  are  meet¬ 
ing  Chile  and  Mexico.  Dwayne  Suter  is 
helping  some  one  to  plow  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  since  there  is  a  day’s  difference  in 
time.  Stewardship  is  being  promoted  in 
Alaska,  the  temperance  cause  in  Youth 
Camps,  and  an  Indian  missionary  preach¬ 
es  in  Kansas  or  Oklahoma.  In  at  least 
50  nations  World  Service  is  working  for 
us  while  we  gather  here.” 

3.  We  must  have  a  better  understanding  of 
World  Service  work  and  needs.  It  must 
be  stressed  upon  more  occasions  and 
taught  to  more  groups.  One  church  has 
a  “Mission  Minute”  at  each  Sunday’s 
service,  another  has  a  work  report  of 
your  dollar  in  its  weekly  paper.  We  need 
to  inform  all  of  what  is  done  and  then 
what  is  next  needed.  This  can  be  done 
in  Sunday  School  departments  and  classes 
and  in  the  M.Y.F.  Through  the  use  of 
films,  literature  and  reports  they  can  all 
know  the  answers  to  Where,  What,  When 
and  How.  It  is  our  mission  to  publicize, 
emphasize,  educate  and  animate  these 
Causes.  Good  circulation  is  necessary 
both  for  the  body  and  for  rooms.  Heat 
and  air  conditioning  are  better  when 
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Dr.  Galloway,  pastor  of  the  Boston  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa,  delivered 
the  summarized  report  of  the  Conference 
on  Promotion  and  Cultivation  at  the  con¬ 
cluding  session  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Convocation.  Dr.  Galloway  is  a 
native  Arkansan  and  served  sever al  pastor¬ 
ates  in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
and  the  Winfield  Methodist  Church  before 
going  to  Tulsa  in  1950. 


there  is  a  regular  and  thorough  system 
for  circulation.  We  need  proper  factual 
inspiration  and  circulation  for  World 
Service. 

4.  The  Ratio  of  World  Service  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Benevolences  is  something  else  that 
was  studied  by  our  various  groups.  Each 
one  came  out  with  the  idea  that  there 
should  be  no  law  or  legislation  as  to  the 
division.  By  letting  Conferences  work 
out  their  own  ratio  we  allow  a  “States 
Rights  Policy”  and  also  a  proper  climate 
for  meeting  the  great  Causes  of  our  Con¬ 
ferences  and  States.  All  of  the  church  is 
a  part  of  God’s  Kingdom.  Whether  it  be 
done  for  children  nearby,  or  old  people 
far  away,  it  is  a  part  of  God’s  work  and 
God’s  call.  Going  into  all  the  world  means 
in  Conference  bounds  as  well  as  foreign 
ports.  It  was  the  feeling  that  as  long  as 
each  Conference  took  care  of  its  World 
Service  no  legislation  should  direct  or 
curtail  any  of  its  programs  or  activities. 
In  the  same  way  the  groups  were  against 
putting  all  benevolences,  missionary  edu¬ 
cation  and  World  Service  Causes  under 
one  roof  and  to  present  in  one  item  or 
budget.  Such  an  action  would  tend  to 
freeze  and  impersonalize.  Putting  it  in 
one  large  lump  would  also  tend  to  dis¬ 
courage  some  groups  and  would  create 
fears  both  of  failure  and  of  future  Con¬ 
ferences. 

5.  The  Resfudying  of  Apportionments  An¬ 
nually  has  been  looked  upon  with  favor 
in  our  groups.  This  is  encouraged  because 
of  constant  rising  costs  that  some  people 
call  inflation,  and  also  because  certain 
special  needs  will  arise  within  a  quadren- 
nium.  Likewise,  it  would  enable  Con¬ 
ferences  to  put  special  emphasis  upon 
different  things  from  year  to  year.  It 
keeps  World  Service  fresh  and  vital  in  a 
year  to  year  basis. 

6.  There  was  a  feeling  among  many  that  re¬ 
ports  should  be  made  regularly  to  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendents  as  to  the  payments 
by  churches  into  World  Service.  The 
Central  Texas  Conference  has  a  quadru¬ 
ple  form  of  blanks  for  this.  One  color  is 
kept  by  the  local  church,  the  three  other 
colors  are  mailed  to  the  Conference  Treas¬ 
urer.  He,  in  turn,  stamps  one  to  send  it 
back  to  the  church  and  then  stamps  an¬ 
other  to  send  to  the  District  Superintend¬ 
ent.  This  will  keep  everyone  alert  as  to 
that  which  is  paid  and  that  which  is  due. 

7.  It  was  voted  by  certain  groups  also  that 
plaques  should  be  presented  to  the 
churches  who  have  overpaid  items  in 
World  Service.  It  was  suggested  that 
these  “Oscars”  be  presented  at  the  District 
Conferences  and  then  to  have  the  local 
churches  display  them  to  their  people. 
This  would  both  encourage  and  keep 
World  Service  constantly  before  the 
people. 

Special  Days 

II.  Each  group  was  definite  that  certain  days 
should  be  celebrated  and  observed.  Those 
from  the  General  Conference  are:  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Suffering  and  Service,  Race  Rela¬ 
tions,  Student  Day,  and  Week  of  Dedica¬ 
tions.  It  was  suggested  that  as  Conferences 
can  it  would  be  well  to  group  some  of  their 
Causes  together  so  the  churches  could  feel 


free  to  put  at  least  some  of  them  in  the  bud¬ 
get.  Days  that  involve  principles  and  spe¬ 
cial  Christian  meaning  could  be  kept,  alone 
but  Causes  that  are  primarily  for  raising 
money  could  be  tied  together. 

Other  Causes 

III:  Other  Causes  to  be  promoted.  1.  There  has 
been  a  growing  feeling  through  the  years 
that  TRAFCO  should  have  more  place  of 
recognition,  of  importance,  and  reception 
of  income.  The  ministry  of  television  and 
radio  is  too  important  to  be  ignored  and  too 
challenging  to  be  passed  by.  The  use  of 
films  is  educationally  sound  and  religiously 
helpful.  It  is  requested  that  each  Confer¬ 
ence  and  District  study  how  to  best  meet 
these  needs  so  that  their  use  might  be  done 
on  a  greater  professional  basis  and  their 
good  will  increase. 

2.  Another  recommendation  asked  that  The 
Methodist  Story  be  given  continued  op¬ 
portunity  to  serve.  I  think  that  we  ask 
not  only  that  certain  Commissioon  chair¬ 
man  and  officers  receive  it,  but  that  each 
pastor  be  allowed  to  name  two  to  five 
more  in  the  church,  for  often  the  best 
promoters  of  a  program  in  a  church  are 
not  an  officer  or  even  a  member  of  one 
of  the  Commissions. 

3.  Advance  Specials  have  given  power  to  a 
church  and  are  attractive  to  people.  All 
groups  encourage  having  more  Advance 
Specials  for  our  church.  It  is  sad  to  see 
that  approximately  one-half  of  our 
churches  do  not  accept  any  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  and  that  thousands  only  make  token 
gifts  of  $25.00  to  $50.00.  Along  with  great 
missionary  Advance  Specials  we  shall 
need  to  encourage  large  gifts  to  schools, 
Wesley  Foundation,  Camps,  Hospitals, 
Homes  for  the  Aged,  and  other  institu¬ 
tions  that  are  part  of  the  red  circle  within 
the  lovely  mission  cross  that  many  of  us 
are  aware  of  today. 

Promotion,  of  Causes 

IV.  How  do  we  promote  these  Causes?  1.  A 

Conference  in  Missouri  has  prepared  a  work¬ 
book  which  makes  possible  for  each  church 
to  have  a  study  of  what  it  is  doing  and  how 
it  can  be  a  five  star  church.  As  schools 
give  I.Q.  tests  (Intelligence  Quotient)  we 
need  to  be  making  “M.Q.”  tests,  Mission 
Quotient.) 

2.  All  projects  that  the  churches  accept  need 
to  be  cleared  through  the  church  and 
should  be  in  line  with  District  and  Con¬ 
ference  policies  and  programs.  There  are 
too  many  outside  interests  always  com¬ 
ing  to  seek  refuge  and  support  in  the 
church.  There  are  people  asking  us  to 
help  independent  rural  Sunday  School 
causes,  the  Near-East  Neighbors,  Gulf 
Stream  Savers,  Gold  Rush  Oldsters,  Un¬ 
der  Table  causes  and  the  like.  We  need 
to  keep  our  projects  church  related  and 
not  become  the  free  lancers  of  the  benev¬ 
olent  marchers. 

3.  There  are  always  countless  approaches 
for  creative  minds  and  devoted  people. 
Let’s  tell  our  churches  about  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  leaders  who  will  be  and 
are  going  out  into  the  fields.  Arkansas 
is  now  telling  about  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Matthews  on  their  way  to  the  Belgian 
Congo.  Since  he  attended  our  church  at 
one  time  we  told  our  people  about  him 
and  asked  for  a  gift  and  already  several 
hundred  dollars  have  been  brought. 

Conclusion 

In  conclusion,  we  need  to  realize  that  the 
Causes  of  World  Service  and  Advance  Specials 
are  motivating  Causes,  as  well  as  places  to  give. 
It  is  satisfying  to  make  our  gifts  and  also  a 
means  of  grace. 

In  giving  we  show  gratitude  to  God  and  the 
more  we  open  our  lives  and  resources  to  His 
needs  the  more  the  love  of  God  will  come  in  and 
remain. 

Sometimes  we  look  upon  the  cause  of  the 
church  as  dead  weight.  This  is  always  harder 
to  carry  than  live  weight  but  if  we  will  open 
our  eyes  to  the  needs  and  if  we  will  have  love 
for  God  and  His  people  we  will  meet  these  needs. 
Our  Church  has  the  strength  and  the  resources 
to  carry  these  Causes. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Rev.  Charles  W.  Baughman,  at  right,  is  shown  here  being  congratulat¬ 
ed  for  his  achievement  at  Hebrew  Union  College — Jewish  Institue  of  Re¬ 
ligion  by  Rabbi  Ira  E.  Sanders,  Temple  B'nai  Israel,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Methodist  Minister  To  Get  Doctor’s 
Degree  In  June  from  Hebrew  College 

June  the  6th  of 'this  year  marks  the  date  of  an  important  happening  in 
the  life  of  Rev.  Charles  W.  Baughman,  pastor  of  Mabelvale  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  On  this  date  Rev.  Mr.  Baughman  will  receive  his 
Ph  D.  degree  from  Hebrew  Union  College — Jewish  Institute  of  Religion  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Mr.  Baughman  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Willella  Baughman.  He  was  born 
in  Texarkana,  Texas,  January  16,  1923,  graduate  of  Arkadelphia  High  School 
1940;  Henderson  State  Teachers  College  1945  B.A.  degree;  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  S.M.R.— B.D.  1948;  and  S.M.U. — M.A.  degree  1948. 

February  14,  1943  he  married  the  former  Golden  Mae  Woolard  of  Ritch- 
mand,  Mo.  They  have  four  children  Wanda  Lynn  13;  Sharon  Sue  11;  Charles 
W.,  Jr.  8  and  Samuel  John  6. 

Rev.  Mr.  Baughman  completed  four  years  of  graduate  work  at  that  in¬ 
stitution  in  1952,  fulfilling  all  residence  and  other  requirements  for  the 
Ph.D.  degree  with  the  exception  of  writing  of  the  dissertation  and  oral 
examinations.  His  major  field  was  Old  Testament  and  two  minor  fields  are 
Semitic  languages  and  Rabbinin  backgrounds  of  the  New  Testament. 
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Methodist  Men 
Receive  Thanks 
For  Scholarship 

Each  year  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Clubs  of  Louisiana  give  scholarship 
aid  to  some  young  person  to  attend 
Centenary  College.  This  year  Anna 
Clark  Whitaker  received  the  schol¬ 
arship.  A  letter  from  Miss  Whitaker 
follows: 


ANNA  CLARK  WHITAKER 


Dear  Methodist  Men: 

I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the 
scholarship  aid  which  has  come 
to  me  this  year  while  attending 
Centenary  College.  I  wish  that 
it  were  possible  to  appear  before 
each  group  who  has  had  a  part 
in  providing  the  scholarship 
fund  in  order  that  I  might  per¬ 
sonally  express  to  you  my  great 
appreciation.  It  is  my  desire  to 
reflect  this  appreciation  through 
the  years  through  service  to  my 
fellowman  wherever  I  may  be. 
Opportunities  for  s  t  u  d  e  n  t  s  to 
further  their  education  is  the 
greatest  good  in  which  any 
group  could  participate.  Thank 
you  each  one  for  making  this  a 
most  enriching  year  at  Cente¬ 
nary.  In  years  to  come,  I  hope 
that  Methodist  Men  will  con¬ 
tinue  their  efforts  in  providing 
scholarship  aid. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Anna  Clark  Whitaker 


Public  Relation 
Workshop  Held  In 
New  Orleans  Dist. 

Methodist  leaders  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  participated  in  a 
district  Workshop  on  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  on  Friday  evening,  April  24. 
The  workshop  was  held  in  the  Mun- 
holland  Methodist  Church  with  Rev. 
Henry  Rickey,  superintendent  of  the 
Hew  Orleans  District  presiding.  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Harris  was  the  host 
Pastor. 

The  workshop  was  the  first  of  a 


series  of  district  workshops  planned 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  on  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information.  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris  of  Ruston  is  chairman  of 
the  commission,  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  of 
New  Iberia  is  the  vice-chairman, 
and  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  of  Lake 
Charles  is  the  secretary. 

Wesley  Jackson,  church  news  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Times-Picayune,  and  Miss 
Marilyn  Hall,  church  news  editor 
of  the  New  Orleans  State-Item,  were 
participants  in  the  workshop.  Others 
assisting  were  Miss  Jo  Ann  Newby 
of  Little  Rock,  director  of  Arkan- 
sas-Louisiana  Area  of  Methodist  In¬ 
formation,  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland, 
editor  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Frazier. 

Rev.  Clyde  Frazier  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  a  member  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  commission  was  in  charge  of 
preparations  of  the  program. 

New  Orleans  district  leaders  ex¬ 
pressed  satisfaction  with  results  of 
the  workshop  program.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  district  workshops  will 
be  scheduled  for  other  districts  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  conference  year. 


“My  life,”  said  Rev.  Baughman, 
“has  surely  been  enriched  by  this 
experience.  One  will  never  know 
how  grateful  I  am  that  I  had  the 
chance  to  go  to  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  for  now  I  can  see  how  im¬ 
portant  it  is  To  Love  Our  Neighbor 
As  We  Would  Ourselves.” 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  April  30  -  May  9  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


APRIL  SO  PH  I  LIPPI  A  NS  2 :  12-18 

MAY  1  PHILIPPIAN6  2:19-30 

MAY  2  PHILIPPIANS  3:  1-1 1 

MAYS  .  PHILIPPIANS  S:  12-21 

MAY  4  PHILIPPIANS  4:  I-  8 

MAYS  .  PHILIPPIANS  4:  10-23 

MAYS  COLOSSIANS  1 :  1-  S 

MAY  7  .  COLOSSIANS  1 :  9-20 

MAYS  .  COLOSSIANS  1:21-29 

MAY  9  .  COLOSSIANS  2:  t-18 
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Bishop  Franklin 
New  Head  of 
Methodist  Council 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Bishop 
Marvin  A.  Franklin  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  at  its  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing  here.  He  succeeds  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  was  named  president- 
designate  and  .will  be  in  line  to 
succeed  Bishop  Franklin  at  the  end 
of  his  one-year  term. 

Bishop  Kennedy’s  selection  means 
that  he  will  preside  over  the  next 
quadrennial  General  Conferenc  of 
The  Methodist  Church  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  April  27-May  11,  1960. 

Selection  of  Bishop  Kennedy  as 
president-designate  marks  only  the 
second  time  since  The '  Methodist 
Church  was  formed  in  1939  that  a 
bishop  from  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  has  headed  its  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops. 

Bishop  Franklin,  who  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  51 -member  council  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  year  will  be  The 
Methodist  Church’s  highest  ranking 
official,  is  a  native  of  Georgia  and 
graduate  of  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta.  He  was  elected  a  bishop  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  i  n  1948 
while  serving  as  pastor  of  Highlands 
Methodist  church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Mississippi 
area. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  re-elected 
as  secretary  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.  It  chose  Bishop 
Edgar  A.  Love  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  Bishop  Marshall  R.  Reed  of  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  to  serve  with  Bishops 
Franklin,  Kennedy,  and  Short  on 
the  five-member  executive  commit¬ 
tee  which  supervises  work  of  the 
Church  between  general  sessions  of 
the  council. 

The  colleges  of  bishops  of  the  six 
Methodist  jurisdictions  also  elected 
officers  for  the  coming  year. 

Bishop  Dana  Dawson  of  Topeka, 
Kansas,  will  head  the  Bishops  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  with 
Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank  of  St. 
Louis  as  secretary.  Bishop  Dawson 
succeeds  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of 
Little  Rock. 


Philadelphia  (HNS)— CHURCH  'ADOPTS'  CHINESE  REFUGEE  FAM¬ 
ILY.  Wang  Chung  Sio,  his  wife  and  seven  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
two  months  to  14  years,  are  shown  on  their  arrival  at  Pennsylvania  Station 
here  after  an  eight-year  odyssey  which  took  them  from  their  native  Chefoo, 
China,  to  Korea  and  thence  to  the  U.  S.  The  refugees  were  "adopted"  by 
the  300  members  of  the  Memorial  Baptist  church  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  and 
later  installed  in  a  completely  furnished  eight-room  house  there.  Directly 
behind  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sio  are  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  C.  Abbott  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Memorial  Baptist  congregation.  The  family  was  sponsored  by 
Church  World  Service,  agency  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society.  (RNS  Photo) 


Overseas  Churches 
Join  Appeal  For 
Tibetan  Refugees 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (CWS)— Chris¬ 
tian  Churches  in  countries  overseas 
are  rallying  to  aid  destitute  Tibetan 
refugees,  joining  with  American  de¬ 
nominations  in  appeals  for  funds  to 
give  immediate  assistance  to  the 
thousands  who,  with  the  Dalai  La¬ 
ma,  have  fled  into  India  and  other 
neighboring  states. 

This  was  announced  recently  by 
Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Church  World  Service  at 
CWS  offices  in  New  York  City, 
from  which  the  appeal  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  churches  has  gone  forth. 

In  the  appeal  to  the  American 
churches  for  emergency  funds,  Dr. 
Wilson  said: 

“The  violence  of  suppressive  in¬ 
tervention  by  Peiping  in  the  Tib¬ 
etan  revolt  has  had  the  same  effect 
in  Asia  that  Moscow’s  suppression 
of  the  Hungarian  revolt  had  for 
Europe. 

“I  deeply  believe  that  we  in  the 
West,  and  particularly  the  churches 
of  the  West,  will  be  tested  in  the 
minds  of  all  our  friends  in  Asia  if 
it  appears  that- our  response  in  re¬ 
spect  to  this  crisis  is  not  commen¬ 
surate  with  our  response  to  the 
Hungarian  crisis. 

“The  $10,000  to  which  we  commit- 


Emory  Is  Enrolling 
For  Supply  School 

Reservations  are  now  being  ac¬ 
cepted  for  the  annual  Approved 
Supply  Pastors’  School  to  be  held 
at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
July  20  to  August  14. 

The  pastors’  school  offers  credit 
on  the  course  of  study  required  by 
the  Methodist  Church  for  its  min¬ 
isters.  Last  year  the  school  enrolled 
a  record  284  supply  pastors  most  of 
whom  hold  full-time  secular  jobs 
and  fill  pulpits  where  shortages  of 
seminary-trained  ministers  exist. 

Material  about  the  supply  pastors’ 
school  together  with  application 
blanks  for  enrollment  and  housing 
may  be  obtained  from  the  chairman 
or  the  registrar  of  the  Board  of 
Ministerial  Training  of  the  pastor’s 
conference. 

Further  information  may  also  be 
had  from  the  Director,  Approved 
Supply  Pastors’  School,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta  22,  Georgia. 


ted  ourselves  upon  first  advices 
from  the  field  is  only  a  beginning. 
It  is  now  obvious  that  many  times 
this  amount  will  be  urgently  re¬ 
quired  from  American  Christians  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  distressed 
thousands  for  whom  the  Tibetan 
Emergency  Fund  is  sought.” 


Methodism  Develops 

Aids  To  Study  Neglected  Areas 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — Where  is  a  new  Methodist  church  n, 
church  school  needed?  The  Methodist  Committee  on  Ministry  to  Neglects 
Areas  has  two  “instruments”  that  can  help  find  the  answer. 

The  committee  has  developed  two  questionnaires  which  are  known  of. 
t'icially  as  “study  instruments.”  One  is  designed  to  assist  districts  in  de 
termining  what  areas  are  not  served  adequately  by  Methodist  churches  of 
the  district.  The  other  is  to  help  discover  “neglected  peoples  within  the 
intensive  areas  of  service  responsibility  of  existing  churches.” 

A  total  of  312  requests  have  been  received  for  the  district  study  jn. 
strument  and  433  for  the  one  for  church  parishes,  it  was  reported  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  committee  April  2  in  Cincinnati. 


‘This  is  a  good  beginning,”  said 
ville,  committee  secretary,  “but  the 
committee  recommended  in  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  that  every  district  and 
every  church  in  Methodism  make 
use  of  these  study  instruments.” 

“It  has  been  estimated  that  about 
2,000,000  Methodists  move  every 
year,”  said  Dr.  Adkins,  “and  our 
districts  and  churches  need  to  know 
which  areas  are  being  served  ade¬ 
quately  and  which  are  not.” 

“The  major  concern  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  committee,”  he  said,  “is  the 
ministry  to  often  overlooked  people 
in  deteriorating  areas  where  there 
is  no  established  church.” 

The  study  instruments  were  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Department  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Survey  of  the  Methodist 
Division  of  National  Missions,  Phil¬ 
adelphia. 


TV  Program  Features 
Methodist  Minister 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — A  tele¬ 
vision  program  which  “stars”  a 
Methodist  clergyman  has  been 
awarded  an  “extraordinary  citation 
of  merit”  for  portraying  the  role  of 
religion  in  American  life. 

The  award  was  given  to  Station 
WMAL-TV,  Washington,  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Religious  Publicity  Council 
at  its  30th  annual  convention  here. 

The  program  is  “The  Life  and 
Teachings  of  Jesus,”  taught  for  col¬ 
lege  credit  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
W.  Bauman,  chaplain  of  American 
University.  The  Methodist  school  is 
one  of  the  sponsors,  along  with  the 
station  and  the  local  Council  of 


the  Rev.  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  Nash- 

Bishop  Oxnam  To 
Receive  Award  From 
The  UPPER  ROOM 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Methodist 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  will  receive  The  Up¬ 
per  Room  Citation  for  1959. 

The  annual  award,  made  for  out¬ 
standing  contributions  to  world 
Christian  fellowship,  was  announced 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts  at 
The  Upper  Room  Chapel  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Dr.  Potts  is  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room,  world’s  most  widely 
used  daily  devotional  guide. 

Formal  presentation  of  the  cita¬ 
tion  will  be  made  at  a  dinner  Oct 
1  in  Baltimore.  Dean  Francis  Sayer 
of  Washington  Cathedral  (Episco¬ 
pal)  will  be  the  speaker. 

Bishop  Oxnam  will  be  the  tenth 
internationally  known  church  lead¬ 
er  to  receive  the  award.  Others  were 
John  R.  Mott,  Dr.  Frank  Laubach, 
Bishop  Ralph  Cushman,  Dr.  Jesse 
Bader,  Dr.  John  Mackay,  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Allpegarth,  Bishop  Ivan  Lee 
Holt,  Warner  Sallman  and  Dr.  Sam¬ 
uel  McCrea  Cavert. 


Churches. 

The  award  was  the  first  in  the 
history  of  NRPC  to  a  television  sta¬ 
tion. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (Ml) — Two  Methodist  ministers,  the  Rev.  Marion  J. 
Creeger  (left)  and  the  Rev.  John  R.  McLaughlin,  map  plans  for  their  trip  to 
the  Far  East  as  members  of  a  four-man  team  to  visit  Protestant  chaplains. 
Dr.  Creeger  is  executive  secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on  Chaplains 
and  Armed  Services  Personnel,  and  Dr.  McLaughlin  is  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Commission  on  Chaplains.  (Photo  by  Seth  Muse) 
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World  Council  Leader  Warns  Against 
Appeasing  Reds  On  Berlin  Situation 


Kittanning,  Pa.  (RNS) — A  MODEL  INVITATION.  Rural  Mt.  Zion 
United  Presbyterian  church  near  Kittanning,  Pa.,  built  a  tiny  roadside 
replica  of  its  structure  as  a  wordless  but  eloquent  invitation  for  passing 
motorists  to  attend  services.  The  sign  at  the  right  gives  worship  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  hours.  (RNS  Photo) 


Spanish  Protestants 
Reported  Optimistic 
About  Future 

Madrid  (RNS) — A  leading  British 
churchman  declared  here  that  “de¬ 
spite  economic  difficulties  and  oth¬ 
ers  arising  from  the  attitude  of  the 
Spanish  authorities,”  the  small 
Protestant  community  in  Spain  is 
“in  good  heart.” 

Sir  Kenneth  Grubb,  chairman  of 
the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs — a  joint  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary 
Council  —  said  the  Spanish  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  were  “optimistic 
enough  to  hope  that  an  alleviation 
of  their  present  difficulties  might 
follow  from  the  Ecumenical  Coun¬ 
cil  summoned  by  Pope  John  XXIII.” 

The  British  leader  was  in  Ma¬ 
drid  for  a  two-day  meeting  of  the 
International  Committee  for  the 
Evangelization  of  Spain  which 
brought  together  Protestant  leaders 
from  various  parts  of  Spain  as  well 
as  from  the  United  States,  Britain, 
Holland  and  France. 

The  Spanish  churchmen  attend¬ 
ing  included  Baptists,  Methodists, 
Plymouth  Brethren  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Spanish  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Spanish  Reformed 
Church. 

One  of  the  major  discussions  con¬ 
cerned  Protestant  difficulties  in  re- 

Conneaut,  O.  (RNS)  — 

'LET  US  PRAY  FOR  THE 
FLEET.'  Prayers  for  "the 
safety  and  security  of  all 
the  ships  of  the  fleet"  are 
offered  aboard  a  Great 
Lakes  vessel  in  an  annual 
ceremony  conducted  by 
the  Conneaut  Ministerial 
Association.  Tradi¬ 
tional  opener  of  the  lower 
lakes  shipping  season  here, 
the  service  consists  of  dedi¬ 
cating  one  ship  and  one 
seaman's  family,  symbolic 
of  all  lake  ships  and  sea¬ 
men.  Participating  clergy- 
m  e  n  represented  local 
Methodist,  United  Brethren, 
Congregational  Chris- 
tian  and  Episcopal  churches. 

(RNS  Photo) 


Texas  Disciples  Hit 
Capital  Punishment 

Austin,  Tex.  (RNS) — Opposition 
to  capital  punishment  as  “cruel,  in¬ 
human  and  unjust”  was  expressed 
in  a  resolution  adopted  here  by  the 
72nd  annual  assembly  of  the  Texas 
Convention  of  Christian  Churches 
(Disciples). 

The  resolution  asks  local  churches 
to  “urge  the  Texas  legislature  to 
abolish  the  death  penalty.” 

Because  the  annual  convention  is 
a  mass  meeting  rather  than  an  as¬ 
sembly  of  delegates,  resolutions  re¬ 
flect  the  convictions  of  individuals 
rather  than  those  of  their  local 
churches. 

gard  to  what  was  reported  to  be  the 
“standing  problem”  of  frequent  re¬ 
fusals  by  authorities  to  permit  the 
marriage  of  former  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  who  cannot  prove  “satisfactori¬ 
ly”  their  Protestant  faith.  It  was 
stated  that  three  cases  bearing  on 
this  issue  are  now  before  the  courts. 

The  meeting  was  told  that  “two 
more”  Protestant  chapels  had  been 
closed  some  weeks  before  in  Bar¬ 
celona,  but  meanwhile  another  chap¬ 
el,  conducted  by  Baptists,  had  been 
permitted  to  reopen. 


America’s  First 
acemen  Stress 
ious  Faith 


Sp 


Religi 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)— The  East-West  crisis  is  a  “potentially  ex¬ 
plosive”  one,  but  the  West  must  reject  the  Soviet  demands  regarding  Ber¬ 
lin,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde. 

He  expressed  his  views  on  the  crisis  at  a  meeting  of  800  laymen  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Greater  Philadelphia  Council  of  Churches.  Immediately  after¬ 
ward,  he  flew  to  Frankfurt,  Germany,  in  his  capacity  as  director  of  the 
Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs. 

There,  he  planned  to  confer  with  the  Committee  on  Christian  Respon¬ 
sibility  for  European  Cooperation,  an  unofficial  group  of  about  25  influen¬ 
tial  laymen,  who  hold  important  posts  in  government,  education,  business 
and  industry. 

- - - - -  powers  to  yield  “would  be  to  set 

the  stage  for  successive  Russian 
demands  to  a  point  beyond  tolera¬ 
tion.  It  would  also  risk  bringing 
some  two  million  Berliners  under 
Soviet  domination  and  make  Berlin 
a  captive  city.” 

“The  situation  created  by  Krush¬ 
chev’s  demands  is  potentially  more 
dangerous  than  Korea  or  Formosa, 
and  in  this  case,  it  will  not  be 
enough  merely  to  preserve  the  stat¬ 
us  quo,”  Dr.  Nolde  observed. 

“Neither  side,  by  premeditated 
act,  would  start  war,”  he  said,  “but 
the  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  two 
major  powers  are  in  direct  con¬ 
frontation  in  the  heart  of  Europe 
and  therefore  in  great  risk  of  mis¬ 
calculation  which  could  lead  to  war. 

“Christians  everywhere  have  a 
profound  concern  about  this  explo¬ 
sive  situation — on  grounds  that  they 
have  a  responsibility  to  promote 
peace  with  justice  everywhere  and 
knowing  that  the  settlement  of  dif¬ 
ferences  in  a  nuclear  age  cannot  be 
achieved  by  war  but  must  be  sought 
by  negotiation.  Ours  is  also  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  concern  because  of  our 
Christian  brethren  in  Eastern  Ger¬ 
many,  where  religious  freedom  is 
tragically  restricted  or  at  times  com¬ 
pletely  denied. 

“The  fact  that  many  technical  de¬ 
tails  in  this  problem  lie  beyond  its 
competence  does  not  relieve  the 
CCIA  of  all  responsibility.” 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Reli¬ 
gious  faith  as  well  as  faith  in  the 
technological  achievements  of 
science  was  expressed  by  the  seven 
flyers  who  will  be  America’s  first 
spacemen. 

All  military  test  pilots,  the  seven 
were  named  by  the  National  Aero- 


Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  A 
Methodist  layman  may  be  the 
first  U.S.  pilot  to  orbit  the  earth 
in  space. 

Capt.  Leroy  G.  Cooper,  Jr.,  of 
the  Edwards  A  i  r  Force  Base, 
Calif.,  is  one  of  the  seven  test 
pilots  chosen  by  the  government 
for  special  training  to  fly  in  the 
first  manned  satellite  in  about 
two  years. 

Capt.  Cooper  is  a  native  of 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  and  a  Method¬ 
ist,  according  to  a  story  in  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report. 

The  other  test  pilots  include 
two  Episcopalians,  a  Lutheran,  a 
Presbyterian,  a  Christian  Scien¬ 
tist  and  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Christ. 


nautics  and  Space  Administration  to 
undergo  training  as  the  first  astro¬ 
nauts. 

One  of  the  seven  volunteers — 
three  from  the  Navy,  three  from  the 
Air  Force  and  one  from  the  Marines 
— will  ride  the  first  U.S.  manned 
satellite  into  space. 

The  seven  include — a  Methodist, 
Presbyterian,  Church  of  Christ, 


Christian  Scientist,  Lutheran,  and 

Dr.  Nolde  told  the  laymen’s  gath¬ 
ering  here  that  for  the  Western 
two  Episcopalians.  They  all  said 
they  take  their  religion  seriously. 

They  made  it  clear  to  reporters, 
however,  that  they  had  a  faith  that 
the  scientific  genius  of  the  space 
engineers  on  the  project  would  give 
them  a  safe  return  to  earth. 

One  of  the  future  spacemen,  Lt. 
Col.  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr.,  of  New  Con¬ 
cord,  O.,  a  Marine  Corps  aviator, 
said  that  he  relies  on  the  power  of 
prayer.  A  Presbyterian,  he  taught  a 
Sunday  school  class  at  Pawtucket, 
R.I.,  when  stationed  there. 

“A  lot  of  pilots  take  a  fatalistic 
attitude,”  he  said,  “but  that  is  not 
what  I  believe.  If  I  make  the  best 
use  of  my  talents  and  capabilities, 
a  Power  greater  than  I  will  take 
care  of  me.” 

A  decorated  hero  of  World  War 
II  and  Korea,  Col.  Glenn  attended 
Muskingum  College  in  New  Con¬ 
cord,  a  United  Presbyterian  school. 
He  and  his  wife  and  two  children 

attend  Little  Fails  Presbyterian 
church,  Arlington,  Va. 
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EMC  Time 

ACROSS  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  local  churches  are  involved  program-wise  in  Every 
Member  Canvass  programs.  Projected  to  undergird  finan¬ 
cially  local  churches,  these  programs  more  significantly  lead  Meth¬ 
odist  people  into  a  personal  experience  of  stewardship  of  possessions 
which  is  desperately  needed. 

The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  has  been  fortunate  in  having  an¬ 
nual  conference  directors  who  have  given  splendid  leadership  in 
this  emphasis.  Their  own  personal  undertaking  of  the  program, 
their  commitment  to  their  tasks,  and  the  zeal  with  which  they 
work  at  their  responsibilities  have  been  an  inspiration.  The  test 
of  their  effectiveness,  however,  is  seen  in  the  ever  increasing  level 
of  giving  reported  by  churches  following  their  leadership. 

Complete  tabulations  have  not  been  made  on  a  conference 
level  by  all  three  conferences.  However,  we  suspect  that  were 
such  tabulations  made,  results  obtained  would  be  similar  in  each 
conference.  The  Louisiana  Conference  tabulations  tell  much  of 
the  story.  More  than  60%  of  Louisiana  Conference  churches  re¬ 
ported  having  had  an  Every  Member  Canvass  last  conference  year 
involving  88%  of  the  church  membership  of  that  state.  Their  pledges 
totaled  $5,843,143,  an  increase  of  $2,464,177  (72.92%)  in  two  years 
(since  1956).  One  difference  has  been  an  increasing  number  of 
churches  having  every  member  canvass  programs. 

The  conference  director  in  Louisiana  reports  that  another  sig¬ 
nificant  difference  is  the  number  of  Methodists  who  are  led  for  the 
first  time  to  a  real  experience  of  stewardship  of  possessions.  So 
many  church  members  have  never  been  actually  confronted  with 
the  opportunity  of  supporting  the  local  church  program.  With  the 
great  challenges  confronting  the  church  and  Christians  today,  every 
church  member  should  be  eager  to  respond.  The  Lord’s  use  of 
money  entrusted  to  our  care  will  multiply  our  effectiveness  many 
times  when  given  to  the  church. 

No  Ditribution  Of  The  Facts 

TYPICAL  of  the  strangle  hold  that  the  liquor  industry  has  on 
certain  advertising  agencies  and  informational  sources  is  the 
following  story  about  futile  efforts  to  distribute  basic  facts 
concerning  alcohol  to  the  public.  The  source  of  this  story  will  be 
gladly  given  to  any  inquirer  who  writes  this  publication. 

A  well  known  and  respected  temperance  organization  had  all 
but  completed  a  contract  with  a  transportation  Car  Card  Agency 
in  a  midwest  metropolitan  area,  when  the  contract  was  rejected  at 
the  last  minute  by  the  advertising  agency  with  the  assertion  that 
the  advertising  might  be  embarrasing  to  liquor  customers  of  the 
firm.  Our  source  indicates  that  the  only  words  on  the  advertise¬ 
ment  read,  “You  are  entitled  to  know  more — Basic  Facts  About 
Alcohol.  Send  for  free  copy.  Address:  (given).  The  advertising 
agency  had  ruled,  it  seems,  that  anything  containing  the  word  “al¬ 
cohol”  was  controversial  and  therefore  unacceptable. 

There  is  scarcely  a  home  anywhere  that  is  not  invaded  more 
ways  than  one  by  the  subtle  advertising  of  beverage  alcohol.  This 
advertising  comes  by  the  printed  word  in  newspaper  and  magazine, 
the  spoken  word  by  radio,  and  seen  and  heard  on  television.  The 
latest  step  in  beverage  alcohol  advertising  is  the  use  of  women  in 
the  ads.  The  industry  has  been  a  long  time  coming  to  this  step, 
fearful  of  its  acceptance  by  the  public;  it  is  now  believed  that  the 
public  will  accept  this  step  and  the  campaign  is  now  in  full  sway. 
The  point  is  that  there  has  been  no  reluctance  in  spending  dozens 
of  millions  of  dollars  in  advancing  the  sale  of  beverage  alcohol, 
even  though  it  may  be  a  controversal  subject.  But  let  one  temper- 
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ance  group  seek  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  facts  about  harm¬ 
ful  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  body,  and  doors  of  opportunity  to  ad¬ 
vertise  which  seemed  once  to  be  opened  suddenly  are  found  to  be 
closed.  Such  is  the  strangle  hold  of  the  liquor  industry  on  some 
advertising  agencies  and  informational  sources. 

Why  should  they  fear  the  truth? 

For  Your  Reading 

A  PERSON’S  spiritual  wrestling  with  God  in  which  God  came 
out  a  second  best  is  described  in  the  May  issue  of  Harper’s 
Magazine,  off  the  presses  and  available  to  readers  this  week. 
This  characterization  is  our’s,  and  not  that  of  Harper’s  editors  or 
the  writer  of  the  article,  W.  W.  Bartley’s  III.  Somewhere  along  the 
line  of  Mr.  Bartley’s  experience,  he  asserts  himself  against  his  Prot¬ 
estant  upbringing  and  all  but  exiles  the  personal  God  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  historic  Christianity  to  the  realm  of  the  non-existent. 
Mr.  Bartley  now  classifies  himself  as  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  (Quaker).  Not  that  he  really  believes  in  the  Friends  theo¬ 
logical  positions,  but  because  that  communion’s  final  criterion  is 
one’s  sense  of  personal  integrity. 

We  call  attention  to  this  article,  not  because  we  agree  with  the 
writer’s  positions  but  rather  because  it  seems  to  us  to  reflect  the 
travail  through  which  many  persons  pass  to  possess  a  satisfying 
religious  experience.  The  writer  of  the  Harper  article  asserts  that 
there  are  many  lay  people  as  well  as  ministers  who  are  only  “pre¬ 
tending”  to  beiieve  the  fundamental  positions  of  the  Christian  faith. 
We  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  substantial  number  within  the 
church  who  make  such  pretensions,  at  least  in  this  area  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  article  makes  interesting  reading,  and  we  suggest  you 
see  the  writing  for  ycurself. 
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Ft.  Smith  Dist.  Constructs  Youth  Camp 


Work  is  going  forward  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  youth  camp  in  the  Ft. 
Smith  District.  Ft.  Smith  District 
Methodists  have  been  using  a  site 
on  Shores  Lake  which  is  no  longer 
available  for  use.  The  new  camp  site 
is  located  south  of  Highway  22  and 


15  miles  east  of  Paris.  The  camp  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  use  in  mid- 
July.  Shown  here  are  scenes  at  the 
camp  on  a  recent  Monday  when 
many  pastors  of  the  district  met  at 
the  camp  to  assist  in  the  camp  de¬ 
velopment. 


Rev.  Raymond  Hawkins  of  Larmar  is  shown  using  a  chain  saw  clearing 
brush  and  trees  from  the  site  of  the  new  Ft.  Smith  District  Youth  Camp. 


mmm 


Among  buildings  already  completed  is  the  dining  hall-kitchen.  The 
dining  hall,  60  ft.  by  32  ft.,  will  provide  ample  space  for  dining  purposes 
and  indoor  assemblies.  A  large  fire  place  has  been  included  at  one  end  of 
the  building. 


Shown  above  is  one  of  two  bath  houses  which  have  already  been  com¬ 
pleted.  The  buildings  are  making  use  of  a  native  stone  and  concrete 
blocks.  A  complete  water  and  sewage  disposal  system  has  been  installed. 
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Rural  Life  Sunday 
Is  May  3, 1959 

Rural  Life  Sunday,  or  Rogation 
Sunday,  occurs  on  the  fifth  Sunday 
after  Easter  (in  1959  on  May  3)  as 
a  traditional  observance  of  the 
church  to  emphasize  man’s  depen¬ 
dence  on  Almighty  God.  This  cele¬ 
bration  had  its  origin  in  a  day  when 
the  vast  majority  of  people  were 
tillers  of  the  soil,  society  was  rela¬ 
tively  simple  in  structure,  and  the 
lines  separating  rural  and  urban 
were  rather  distinct. 

In  such  a  day,  the  singular  invo¬ 
cation  of  God’s  blessing  upon  the 
tiller,  the  seed,  and  the  soil,  were 
meaningful  and  highly  relevant.  The 
homogeneity  of  society  and  the  pri¬ 
mary  place  of  agriculture  as  an  oc¬ 
cupation  made  an  agriculturally 
oriented  observance  quite  appropri¬ 
ate. 

In  the  ensuing  years,  however, 
rural  life  has  changed.  Instead  of  the 
simple  rural  community  in  which 
most  people  were  employed  in  agri¬ 
culture,  we  now  have  a  complex  so¬ 
ciety  with  a  great  diversity  of  occu¬ 
pation.  In  this  new  rural  community 
an  observance  of  Rural  Life  Sunday 
oriented  only  to  agriculture  is  no 
longer  satisfactory. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  continue 
the  original  emphasis  of  man’s  de¬ 
pendence  upon  God  and  to  make  the 
observance  more  relevant  to  the 
lives  of  people  presently  living  in 
rural  society,  yet  employed  outside 
of  agriculture,  the  Church  must 
broaden  the  emphasis  of  Rural  Life 


Nat’l  Musicians 
Meeting  July  12-17 
At  S.M.U. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  1959 
meeting  of  the  National  Fellowship 
of  Methodist  Musicians  will  be  held 
July  12-17  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas,  it  has  been 
announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bliss 
Wiant,  Nashville,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  organization. 

The  program  will  include  address¬ 
es,  recitals,  worship,  instruction, 
discussion  periods,  exhibits,  and  oth¬ 
er  features. 

Among  other  features  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  a  bell  choir,  four  or¬ 
gan  recitals,  rehearsal  workshops, 
laboratory  choirs,  choir  repertoire 
and  a  session  on  vocal  methods. 

One  of  the  organ  recitals  will  be 
given  by  William  C.  Teague  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Membership  in  the  National  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Methodist  Musicians 
(NAFOMM)  is  open  to  all  musicians 
in  The  Methodist  Church.  About 
1,000  have  joined  since  it  was  or¬ 
ganized  three  years  ago. 

Purpose  of  the  organization  is  to 
promote  the  sharing  of  ideas,  ma¬ 
terials,  techniques,  and  experiences 
in  music  in  the  service  of  the  church, 
said  Dr.  Wiant. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  meeting 
will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alsie  H.  Carle- 
ton,  pastor  of  University  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas.  Worship 
leader  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fred 
Gealy,  professor  of  church  music 
and  New  Testament  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University.  Methodist  Bishop 
W.  Earl  Ledden,  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
will  give  four  addresses  on  the 
hymnody  of  The  Methodist  Church. 


Sunday. 

This  means  a  restatement  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  policy  and  the  creation  of 
ceremonies  and  service  suggestions 
which  take  into  account  the  vast 
complexity  of  present-day  rural 
America  (including  agriculture)  as 
being  under  the  sovereignty  of  God 
and  in  need  of  His  blessing. 


A  greet  deal  of  clearing  of  trees,  and  underbrush  has  been  necessary 
to  provide  ample  space  for  recreational  programs  and  other  camping  ac¬ 
tivities.  Shown  above  are  several  pastors  of  the  Ft.  Smith  District  busily 
engaged  on  a  recent  Monday  morning  in  this  activity.  In  the  left  back¬ 
ground  can  be  seen  the  recently  completed  dining  hall-kitchen  building. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  MEANING  OF  LIFE 

Thoughtful  persons  crave  a  meaning  for  life.  Meaningless  exis¬ 
tence  is  intolerable.  We  feel  that  our  days  and  years  are  meant  to 
add  up  to  something.  But  what  meaning  do  they  add  up  to? 

Think  of  the  things  that  happen  to  a  man.  He  is  born,  grows  up, 
goes  to  school,  gets  the  measles,  breaks  a  leg.  At  18  he  is  drafted  into 
the  Army,  spends  three  years  fighting  his  fellowman.  He  returns, 
home,  is  married,  raises  a  family.  He  sacrifices  for  his  children,  works 
his  farm  or  in  an  office  or  factory,  saves  for  his  old  age.  His  children 
are  then  caught  in  another  war.  He  loses  a  son.  He  begins  to  age, 
his  health  weakens,  he  dies,  is  buried.  He  is  seen  no  more.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  it  all? 

Or  consider  the  events  a  man  sees  on  the  stage  of  history.  I  first 
became  aware  of  the  world’s  events  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Eur¬ 
ope  was  the  mecca  of  tourists.  Our  teachers  went  to  study  in  the  Old 
World,  specially  in  Germany.  Diplomats  said  smooth  things.  Nations 
pretended  to  be  friendly.  Then  in  1914  war  broke  out  and  we  were 
drawn  in.  Peace  finally  came,  a  jazz  era  followed,  the  booming  1920’s 
boosted  fortunes  which  the  depressing  1930’s  destroyed.  Then  came  a 
second  world  war,  far  more  global. 

What  is  history?  The  spectacle  makes  me  think  of  something 
Hamilton  Gibbs  wrote  after  the  First  World  War.  One  of  his  charac¬ 
ters  goes  down  across  Europe  and  likens  what  he  sees  to  blindfolded 
camels  turning  an  Egyptian  water  wheel.  In  their  blindness  they 
imagine  themselves  traveling  great  distances,  but  in  reality  they  are 
going  over  the  same  old  mill  round.  Is  history  just  a  vicious  circle  of 
recurring  wars  and  calamities? 

In  the  late  1930’s  a  young  man  said  to  me:  “My  earliest  recollec¬ 
tions  are  those  of  cutting  out  war  pictures  from  the  papers  as  a  boy 
during  World  War  I.  I  was  sent  to  school  during  the  hectic  jazzy 
1920’s,  graduating  from  Harvard  in  1929  at  the  peak  of  what  seemed 
financial  prosperity.  That  fall  my  generation  was  tossed  into  the  pit 
of  a  depression.  I  have  never  lived  in  what  you  would  call  normal 
times.  What  I  need  is  something  to  believe  in,  something  to  hold  to.” 

It  is  not  surprising  that  youths  are  confused,  that  all  too  many  be¬ 
come  delinquent,  that  some  are  called  “the  beat  generation.”  In 
science  and  industry  we  are  developing  the  “know-why.”  It  is  not 
enough  for  our  schools  to  teach  technical  skills.  We  must  give  our 
youth  meaning  and  purpose  in  life. 

Chesterton  once  said  that  it  is  important  for  a  landlady  to  know 
her  boarder’s  financial  standing  but  it  is  more  important  for  her  to 
know  his  philosophy  of  life.  Then  Chesterton  stepped  up  his  princi¬ 
ple  and  said  that  it  is  important  for  a  general  in  a  campaign  to  know 
his  enemy’s  numbers  and  equipment,  but  it  is  more  important  for  a 
general  to  know  his  enemy’s  philosophy  of  life. 

This  remark  of  Chesterton’s  is  woth  pondering  in  these  days 
when  we  are  matching  weapons  and  satellites  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  most  decisive  feature  in  this  race  is  not  which  nation  may  be 
ahead  in  materiel  at  the  end  of  any  given  month,  but  which  nation 
has  the  soundest  philosophy  of  life.  And  here  is  where  my  hope  rises 
because  I  believe  that  the  peoples  of  the  so-called  Christian  nations 
like  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  a  more  satisfying  and  sus¬ 
taining  philosophy  of  life  than  the  Communists. 

We  have  inherited  the  teachings  and  principles  of  the  Judaeo- 
Christian  faith.  We  believe  that  the  Creator  and  Controller  of  this 
universe  is  a  Heavenly  Father  whose  purpose  is  to  establish  His  rule 
of  justice,  peace  and  brotherly  love.  We  believe  that  all  men  regard¬ 
less  of  race  or  place  are  created  to  be  the  children  of  God  and  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  inalienable  rights  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  We  recognize  that  man  is  not  strong  enough  or  clever 
enough  to  save  himself  and  therefore  we  worship  a  Power  higher  than 
ourselves  and  pray  to  Him  for  help.  We  elect  our  leaders,  not  to  be 
dictators,  but  to  be  servants  of  the  public  welfare  and  the  divine  will. 
We  make  our  laws  but  we  open  our  legislatures  with  prayer,  believ¬ 
ing  that  our  nations  are  “under  God.” 

Individual  life  is  worth  more  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  the  Ohio  than  along  the  Volga,  the  Yangtse  and  the  Ganges. 
The  Cross  symbolizes  a  loving  purpose  and  a  spiritual  power  which 
the  Kremlin  does  not  possess.  r  o 

Let  us  talk  less  about  what  America  makes  and  more  about  what 
makes  America. 


"I'm  afraid  they  took  your  'God  Will  Provide' 
sermon  too  literally!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


John  Foster  Dulles 

This  is  being  written  just  after 
the  news  has  come  out  that  our  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  has  a  malignant  tu¬ 
mor  on  his  spine  at  the  base  of  the 
neck.  Of  course,  we  are  all  shocked 
to  hear  of  this  dangerous  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  life  of  one  of  the  most 
trusted  men  in  our  nation.  Regard¬ 
less  of  whatever  progress  the  disease 
may  make,  we  all  agree  that  here  is 
one  of  the  most  dedicated  public 
servants  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Dulles’  illness  also  points  up 
a  deeper  realization.  In  these  days 
many  of  our  citizens  are  saying  that 
the  only  way  of  establishing  a  stable 
world  would  be  to  go  to  war  and 
seek  to  destroy  the  nation  which  we 
seem  to  think  is  disturbing  the  peace 
of  the  world.  Many  of  our  high- 
ranking  military  men  speak  freely 
and  openly  of  waging  a  war  in  order 
to  achieve  whatever  peace  we  may 
wish  to  see.  Yet  in  spite  of  all  this 
clattering  of  swords  we  cannot  find 
an  atmosphere  in  our  minds  these 
days  that  tends  to  produce  any  sort 
of  inner  peace.  We  still  live  in  a 
nervous  world,  either  at  the  inter¬ 
national  or  at  the  personal  level.  We 
fret  because  of  evildoers;  not  having 
the  courage  to  look  at  our  own  lives 
that  are  so  filled  with  distrust  and 
hate.  We  curse  the  Communists, 
then  sit  down  and  do  almost  noth¬ 
ing  to  promote  the  doctrines  of 
Christ,  which  are  the  most  potent 
weapons  we  could  use  against  the 
Communist  code  of  hate  and  revolu¬ 
tion.  We  wring  our  hands  at  the  im¬ 
potence  of  the  Church,  but  our  dedi¬ 
cation  to  it  is  only  a  fraction  of  the 
dedication  of  a  Communist  to  his 
evil  cause. 

The  leadership  that  Mr.  Dulles  has 


given  to  our  diplomatic  dealings 
with  other  countries  is  difficult  to 
assess  at  this  time.  Only  the  per¬ 
spective  of  history  will  be  able  to 
evaluate  it.  But  one  can  be  certain 
that  his  efforts  have  been  of  im¬ 
mense  value  on  many  occasions.  He 
has  given  monumental  leadership  to 
the  dealings  that  we  have  had  with 
nations  which  at  times  have  been 
unfriendly  toward  us.  His  knowl¬ 
edge  and  fine  attitude  have  fitted 
him  to  hold  out  the  hand  of  peace 
and  friendship  at  times  when  we 
might  have  thought  the  cause  of 
peace  was  hopeless. 

I  don’t  say  this  because  of  his 
party  affiliation,  either.  It  seems 
that  we  have  hurt  the  cause  of  de¬ 
mocracy  often  by  our  partisan  bick¬ 
ering  and  by  finding  fault  with  a 
public  servant  simply  because  he  is 
a  member  of  another  political  faith. 

Christians  may  well  take  a  lesson 
from  his  conduct  under  tension.  We 
so  often  are  disposed  to  throw  aside 
our  Christian  convictions  when 
something  comes  up  that  offends  us. 
Jesus  had  some  very  plain  words 
about  this  weakness.  If  we  are  to 
see  a  world  moving  toward  interna¬ 
tional  peace  and  understanding  any 
faster  than  it  is  doing  today,  it  will 
be  because  Christians  will  take  the 
lead  in  promoting  the  principles 
that  we  talk  a  lot  about  nowadays 
but  are  pretty  slow  about  putting  to 
work  in  our  daily  living.  As  we  pray 
for  the  recovery  of  Mr.  Dulles,  we 
might  also  pray  that  we  ourselves 
shall  have  enough  Christian  forbear¬ 
ance  to  withstand  the  wicked  darts 
of  the  evil  one  in  times  when  hate 
and  misunderstanding  knock  at  the 
doors  of  our  minds. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  May  10,  1959:  SPEAK  FEARLESSLY  FOR  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  2  SAMUEL  CHAPTERS  11  AND  12.  LESSON 
TEXT  2  SAMUEL  12:1-7,  9-10,  13-14. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Let  him  who  has  my  word  speak  my  word  faithfully. 
Jeremiah  23:28  (RSV) 


Last  Sunday  we  studied  the  “Wise  Manage¬ 
ment”  of  David  as  king,  after  the  death  of  Saul. 
For  seven  and  a  half  years  David  was  king  over 
Judah  while  Saul’s  son,  Ishbosheth,  was  king  of 
Israel.  When  Ishbosheth  was  killed,  the  tribes  of 
Israel  came  to  David  in  Hebron  and,  with  his 
consent,  anointed  him  as  king  over  Israel.  Hence 
David  became  king  of  all  twelve  tribes  of  the 
Israelites. 

David  led  the  armies  of  his  kingdom  against 
the  enemies  of  the  Israelites  and  subdued  them. 
Even  the  Philistines  were  beaten  so  badly  that 
they  were  no  longer  a  threat  to  the  Israelites. 

The  record  we  have  of  David’s  life,  from  the 
time  we  first  saw  him  as  a  shepherd  boy  in  his 
father’s  house,  up  through  about  half  of  his  forty 
years  as  king,  is  a  record  of  a  character  so  true 
and  faithful  to  every  trust  that  we  are  not  sur¬ 
prised  that  the  Lord  called  him  “a  man  after 
mine  own  heart.” 

Nevertheless,  after  David  had  been  king  about 
twenty  years,  he  committed  a  sin  or  a  connected 
series  of  sins  as  atrocious  and'  shocking  as  they 
are  surprising  to  anyone  studying  the  life  of 
David. 

The  Sin  David  Committed 

One  fact  that  hostile  critics  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  have  never  been  able  to  deal  with  success¬ 
fully  is  the  fact  the  writers  of  the  Old  Testament, 
in  dealing  with  their  most  heroic  characters, 
seemingly  tell  the  bad  about  them  just  as  readily 
as  they  do  the  good.  There  are  some  very  un¬ 
heroic  things  told  about  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob 
and  Moses  that  could  just  as  easily  been  left  un¬ 
told  but  for  the  fact  that  the  writers  seemed  to 
be  set  to  tell  the  whole  story  as  it  happened.  So 
it  is  that  the  writer  of  2  Samuel,  who  writes  so 
forcefully  about  the  wisdom,  justice  and  right¬ 
eousness  of  David  the  king,  tells  also  about  the 
sordid,  shameful,  brutal  sin  David  committed. 

While  David’s  armies,  led  by  Jacob,  were  at 
war  with  the  Ammonites,  the  writer  tells  us  that 
David  stayed  at  home  in  Jerusalem.  One  eve¬ 
ning,  as  he  walked  about  on  the  roof  of  his  pal¬ 
ace,  he  saw  a  woman  in  a  neighboring  house 
“washing  herself.”  The  record  says,  “The  wo¬ 
man  was  very  beautiful.”  On  inquiry,  David 
learned  that  she  was  the  wife  of  one  of  his  sol¬ 
diers  who  was  fighting  under  Joab.  David  had 
the  woman,  Bathsheba,  brought  to  his  house.  As 
a  result  of  David’s  treacherous,  immoral  conduct 
there,  Bathsheba  was  to  bear  a  child. 

When  David  learned  of  this,  he  added  sin  to 
sin  in  an  effort  to  cover  up  the  wrong  he  had 
already  done.  He  had  Uriah,  Bathsheba’s  hus¬ 
band,  sent  home  from  the  Army  in  order  that  he 
might  be  with  his  wife.  Uriah,  faithful  soldier 
that  he  was,  refused  to  go  near  his  home  while 
the  rest  of  his  comrades  were  on  the  field  of 
battle.  He  held  to  this  determination  even  though 
David  made  him  drunk  in  an  effort  to  break 
down  his  high  sense  of  duty  to  his  country. 

Having  failed  in  this  disgraceful  scheme, 
David  sent  a  letter,  by  Uriah,  to  Joab  his  com¬ 
mander  in  battle  ordering  him  to  “Set  Uriah 
(Bathsheba’s  husband)  in  the  forefront  of  the 
hottest  battle  and  retire  ye  from  him,  that  he 
may  be  smitten  and  die.”  This  was  done  and 
Uriah  was  killed.  It  would  hardly  be  possible 
to  conjure  up  a  more  contemptible,  detestable 
course  of  conduct  than  is  accredited  here  to 
David.  Especially  so  when  we  read  further  that, 
when  Uriah  was  dead,  David  took  Bathsheba  to 
be  his  wife. 


God's  Prophet  Commanded  To  Speak 

The  writer  of  2  Samuel  made  a  very  con¬ 
servative  statement,  in  the  closing  sentence  of 
chapter  11.  The  sentence  reads,  “But  the  thing 
that  David  had  done  displeased  the  Lord.”  Our 
lesson  text  opens  with  the  1st  verse  of  chapter 
twelve.  The  opening  sentence  of  that  verse  reads, 
“And  the  Lord  sent  Nathan  unto  David.” 

In  the  face  of  what  had  happened,  the  Lord 
sent  Nathan  the  prophet  to  David  with  a  message 
God  wanted  David  to  hear.  Nathan  is  here  asked 
to  “Speak  Fearlessly  For  God.”  This  he  did  with 
telling  results. 

It  would  have  been  a  dangerous  and  coward¬ 
ly  act  if  Nathan,  under  the  circumstances,  had 
refused  to  carry  God’s  message.  It  is  a  danger¬ 
ous  thing  for  any  man  of  God,  in  the  pulpit  or 
in  the  pew  to  fail  to  deliver  a  message  which 
he  feels  God  would  have  him  speak.  It  is  just  as 
dangerous  for  anyone  in  the  pulpit  or  pew  to  try 
to  prevent  one  from  speaking,  who  feels  that  he 
has  a  message  from  God  that  should  be  deliv¬ 
ered. 

The  Message  Nathan  Delivered 

We  sometimes  think  that  the  method  of  teach¬ 
ing  by  parable  was  introduced  by  Jesus.  Jesus 
did  use  the  parable  very  effectively  in  His  min¬ 
istry.  However,  the  parable  did  not  originate 
with  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  The  parable,  as  a 
method  of  teaching,  had  been  used  more  or  less 
effectively  for  centuries  before  Jesus  came. 

Possibly  the  most  direct,  forceful  parable  in 
the  Old  Testament  is  the  one  Nathan  used  in 
delivering  God’s  message  to  David  at  the  time  of 
his  great  sin.  Nathan  tells  David  of  two  men  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  same  city,  one  was  rich,  the  other  was 
poor.  The  rich  man  had  large  herds  and  flocks. 
The  poor  man  had  nothing  except  one  “little 
ewe  lamb,”  which  had  grown  up  with  him  and 
his  children.  He  loved  this  lamb  very  much. 

A  traveler  came  to  visit  the  rich  man.  In¬ 
stead  of  taking  one  of  the  great  number  of  lambs 
in  his  own  flocks,  the  rich  man  took  the  one 
lamb  from  the  house  of  the  poor  man  and  used 
it  to  feed  his  visitor. 

This  story  told  by  the  prophet  so  enraged 
David  that  he  declared  that  a  man  who  would 
do  such  a  thing  “shall  surely  die.”  Not  only 
would  the  man  be  killed  for  such  reprehensible 
conduct,  but  he  must  first  make  fore-fold  resti¬ 
tution  to  the  injured  man. 

Seeing  Ourselves  As  Others  See  Us 

It  was  Burns,  the  Scottish  poet  who  wrote: 

“Wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie  us, 

To  see  oursels  as  others  see  us.” 

Nathan  seemed  to  be  the  “power”  in  this  in¬ 
stance  which  enabled  David  to  see  himself  as 
others  saw  him.  He  was  able,  through  the  para¬ 
ble,  to  see  the  injustice  and  the  wickedness  of 
the  “rich  man’s”  dealings  with  the  “poor  man.” 

It  was  then  that  the  prophet,  Nathan,  dared 
to  say  to  David,  the  king  on  his  throne,  “Thou 
art  the  man.”  It  would  have  been  possible,  of 
course,  for  David  as  king  to  have  imprisoned  and 
killed  Nathan  as  Herod  imprisoned  and  killed 
John  the  Baptist,  because  in  each  case  the  moral 
conduct  of  a  king  had  been  condemned. 

However,  we  quickly  see  the  difference  in 
the  basic  character  of  the  two  kings.  When 
David  realized  that  he  had  been  seeing  himself 
through  the  eyes  of  the  prophet,  he  saw  at  once 
the  moral  and  spiritual  implications  of  his  sin. 
He  saw  the  gross  injustice  of  his  conduct  and 
although  he  was  a  king  and  could  have  hushed 
the  criticism  and  covered  his  sin  with  a  cloak  of 


respectability,  he  chose  to  get  at  the  seat  of  the 
difficulty  which  he  felt  was  in  his  own  heart. 

It  would  generally  be  very  helpful  to  us  if 
we  could  realize  that  sympathetic,  friendly  criti¬ 
cism  is  an  effort  to  help  us  to  see  ourselves  as 
others  see  us.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is 
quite  difficult  for  us  to  discover  our  own  faults 
without  the  aid  of  some  influence  outside  our¬ 
selves.  While  no  one  appreciates  unfriendly, 
carping  criticism,  even  such  criticism  should 
cause  us  to  make  a  self-examination  to  see  if 
the  criticism  is  justified.  Sometimes  even  our 
enemies  help  us  to  see  glaring  faults  in  our  lives 
of  which  we  are  hardly  conscious  until  the  criti¬ 
cism  comes. 

Our  Sin  Is  Primarily  A  Sin  Against  God 

Nathan,  the  prophet,  was  not  content  with 
helping  David  to  see  how  unjust  he  had  been  in 
his  relation  to  Uriah,  he  also  recited  in  detail, 
for  David,  the  record  of  the  many  forms  his  sin 
had  taken. 

When  David  faced  the  bare,  black  record  of 
his  sins  there  came  from  his  heart  the  confession, 
“I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.”  Of  course 
David  had  sinned  against  the  people  who  had 
chosen  him  as  king,  in  the  unholy  example  he 
had  set  in  sinning.  He  had  sinned  against  Bath¬ 
sheba  in  that  he  had  made  of  her  an  adulterous, 
unfaithful  wife.  He  had  sinned  against  Uriah  in 
that  he  had  robbed  him  of  his  wife  and  even  of 
his  life.  Nevertheless,  it  was  David’s  feeling  that 
the  basic  sin  he  had  committed  was  a  sin  against 
God.  David  knew  that,  if  he  had  been  faithful  to 
the  God  who  had  done  so  much  for  him,  he 
would  not  have  been  guilty  of  any  of  the  sins  he 
had  committed  against  Uriah  and  Bathsheba. 

Jesus  told  us  that  the  first  and  greatest  of  all 
commandments  is  to  “Love  the  Lord  thy  God.” 
When  we  fail  in  our  loyalty,  devotion  and  conse¬ 
cration  to  God  we  open  a  door  that  could  lead 
to  any  sin  in  the  catalogue  of  sins.  Anything  else 
we  do,  as  a  sinner,  is  of  secondary  importance 
to  the  fact  that  we  have  disobeyed  the  most  im¬ 
portant  commandment  of  all.  The  command¬ 
ment,  second  only  to  this  the  greatest  of  com¬ 
mandments,  according  to  Jesus  is,  “Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.”  If  we  love  people 
after  the  fashion  indicated  in  this  commandment, 
we  could  never  be  guilty  of  the  selfish  sins  David 
committed.  Hence  it  is  true  today,  as  always, 
that  all  sin  is  the  result  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
not  properly  related  ourselves  to  God  and  our 
fellowman. 

Repentance  Brings  Forgiveness 

Great  as  was  David’s  sin,  even  greater  is  the 
mercy  of  God  which  is  “from  everlasting  to  ever¬ 
lasting.”  Although  David  himself  had  declared 
that  one  guilty  of  such  injustice  to  a  fellowman 
should  be  killed,  his  confession  of  sin  brought 
from  Nathan  the  statement,  “The  Lord  also  hath 
put  away  thy  sin;  thou  shalt  not  die.” 

The  fact  that  God  would  forgive  such  an  ugly 
sin  as  David  committed  has  given  hope  and  cour¬ 
age  to  great  sinners  from  that  day  until  now. 
The  sins  we  have  committed  have  been  primar¬ 
ily  sins  against  the  love  and  goodness  of  God. 
Nevertheless,  God’s  love  and  mercy  is  such  that 
He  will  forgive,  if  we  confess  and  repent  of  our 
sins.  “If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and 
just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  cleanse  us  from 
all  unrighteousness.”  I  John  1:9. 

Let  us  remember,  however,  that  such  forgive¬ 
ness  is  conditioned  on  true  confession  and  genu¬ 
ine  repentance.  God  does  not  forgive  the  past 
simply  because  we  make  up  our  minds  to  do 
better  in  the  future.  Forgiveness  comes  only 
when  we  confess  our  sins  and  are  so  sorry  for 
the  fact  that  we  have  sinned  that  we  quit  the 
sinful  life  and  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  service 
of  God  and  man. 

Sin  Forgiven — Effects  of  Sin  Often  Remains 

God  forgave  David’s  sin,  but  the  scars  made 
by  his  sins  on  his  truly  great  life  have  remained 
across  the  centuries.  David  has  a  place  among 
the  greatest  of  the  great.  What  would  have  been 
his  position  in  religious  history,  if  he  had  not 
been  guilty  of  this  horrible  sin. 

No  person  should  go  on  sinning  against  God 
and  his  fellowman  with  the  feeling  that  some 
day,  through  repentance,  he  can  be  rid  of  it  all. 
God  forgives  sin  and  frees  us  from  moral  guilt, 
but  the  hurt  that  gross  sin  does  to  our  body  and 
conscience  is  something  that  we  must  live  with 
to  the  end  of  the  way.  Gross  sins  in  early  life 
have  handicapped  the  lives  of  many  saints  deeply 
devoted  to  God’s  service. 
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REV.  EWING  T.  WAYLAND,  editor  of  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  and  Arkansas  Method¬ 
ist,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  the  Munholland  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  April 
26.  Rev.  Edward  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  prepared  the  supper  for  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Methodist  Men.  At  the  April  meet¬ 
ing,  the  men  invited  the  women  to  be  their 
guests.  Miss  Sue  Hefley  was  the  speaker  and 
used  the  subject,  “The  Fourth  R.”  Rev.  Merlin 
W.  Merrill  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  ROBERT  FLOYD  CURL,  professor  of  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  Dallas,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Plaquemine,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  March  22.  Subject  of  Dr.  Curl’s  message 
was,  “Who  Is  This?”  Dr.  Curl  is  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Norris  A.  Kurio  of  Plaquemine.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Reid  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

A  BABY  DAUGHTER  was  born  to  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  C.  Blakely,  Lake  Charles,  La., 
on  April  7.  Her  name  is  Carolyn  Jean.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Blakely  is  associate  pastor  at  Univer¬ 
sity  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  He  is  the 
son  of  Rev.  Eldred  Blakely,  pastor  of  Morning- 
side  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  a  former 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

REV.  A.  G.  TAYLOR,  pastor  of  the  Jena  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  guest  evangelist  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  the  Hosston  Methodist  Church 
on  the  Ida-Hosston  Charge,  March  30-April  5. 
According  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  E.  A.  Keasler, 
“These  services  were  very  helpful  to  the  church 
and  it  was  a  wonderful  privilege  to  have  Brother 
Taylor  in  our  home  for  the  week.” 

MAXWELL  McCOMBS,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
has  been  appointed  as  editor  of  the  1959-60  Hul¬ 
labaloo.  This  is  a  student  publication  at  Tulane 
University  where  Maxwell  is  a  Junior.  Maxwell 
has  been  active  in  the  Youth  Department  of 
Napoleon  Avenue  Church,  New  Orleans,  during 
his  years  at  Tulane.  He  is  from  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

MRS.  MATTIE  MIDDLETON,  for  67  years  a 
member  of  the  Stonewall  Methodist  Church, 
died  at  Arcadia  on  April  10,  at  the  age  of  84. 
Mrs.  Middleton  is  survived  by  two  sisters,  three 
brothers,  16  grandchildren  and  27  great-grand¬ 
children.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  Stonewall 
Cemetery,  by  the  side  of  the  church  of  which 
she  was  a  charter  member.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Rev.  E.  Lee  Mc¬ 
Kay,  Rev.  Leo  Palmer  and  Rev.  Don  Harbuck. 


THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
the  Pearl  River  Methodist  Church  directed 
the  evening  worship  service  of  the  church  on 
Sunday,  April  12.  Don  Thrash,  a  member  of 
the  church,  now  attending  Pearl  River  College 
in  Mississippi,  was  speaker,  and  there  was  a 
robed  choir  of  young  people  for  the  service. 
Recreation  and  refreshments  were  enjoyed  fol¬ 
lowing  the  service.  Members  of  the  Talisheek 
Church  were  guests  for  the  evening.  Rev.  K.  K. 
Carithers  is  pastor. 

RALPH  WILKERSON  of  Pueblo,  Colorado, 
has  been  named  to  the  staff  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Pensions,  it  was 
announced  April  3  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Calkins,  general  secretary.  The  33-year-old  lay¬ 
man  will  be  in  charge  of  the  board’s  new  IBM 
procedures  which  will  be  installed  August  1  in 
its  expanded  national  headquarters  at  740  Rush 
Street,  Chicago.  The  board  is  taking  over  addi¬ 
tional  space  to  accomodate  the  new  equipment, 
and  will  occupy  the  entire  seventh  floor  of  the 
Methodist  building  at  that  address. 

REV.  W.  O.  TISDALE,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  preached  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  morning  at  the  Bethel  and  Merrysville 
Methodist  Churches,  Little  Rock  Conference, 
where  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Lawrence  is  pastor.  The 
services  were  held  at  Bethel  at  10:00  a.m.  and 
at  Merrysville  at  11:00  a.m.  respectively.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Tisdale  does  a  weekly  radio  program 
known  as  the  "Builders  of  A  City  and  Nation, 
Radio  Program,”  which  is  reported  to  have  one 
of  the  largest  listening  audiences  of  the  programs 
given  over  Broadcasting  Station  KBSF  of 
Springhill.  He  also  writes  a  newspaper  column. 

THE  NEW  BELLEVUE  METHODIST 
CHURCH,  Bellevue,  Texas,  was  dedicated  in 
special  services  on  Sunday,  April  5,  at  3:00  p.m. 
with  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  presiding.  This 
culminated  an  18-month  building  program, 
which  was  originally  planned  for  five  years,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  4,000  square  foot  building,  with  a 
total  expenditure  of  $20,000.00.  The  former 
building  was  razed  and  the  entirely  new  church 
plant  was  erected.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Aaron  F. 
Barling,  now  a  Senior  in  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  who  will  jojn  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  in  Full  Connection  in  the  next  ses¬ 
sion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Barling  has  been  pastor  at 
Bellevue  for  the  last  three  years. 

OPENING  DAY  was  the  theme  of  a  Worker’s 
Conference  held  at  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Mem¬ 
orial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  on  April  6. 
Bill  Buckalew,  newly  elected  chairman  of  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education,  was  Sportcaster.  Byron 
Campbell,  Membership  Superintendent,  spoke  on 
“Pack  the  Stands.”  “Spring  Training”  was  given 


by  Mrs.  Corbett  Mitchell.  Charlie  Watts  led  a 
discussion  on  “Playing  the  Game.”  Umpire  for 
the  occasion  was  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  pas¬ 
tor.  The  Training  Table  was  prepared  by  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Rigsby  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Simmons.  The  plan¬ 
ning  committee  for  this  emphasis  leading  to  the 
use  of  the  new  Educational  Building  was  Miss 
Louise  Perritt,  chairman  and  Miss  Christelle 
Knight  and  Bill  Buckalew. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  dedicated  the  Ed¬ 
ucational  Building  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Leesville,  on  Sunday,  March  15,  at  the 
morning  worship  service.  Assisting  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  were  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  superintendent  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District;  Rev.  John  Kilpatrick, 
pastor  of  the  church  during  the  construction  of 
the  building;  and  Rev.  C.  R.  McCammon,  the 
present  pastor.  The  presentation  of  the  building 
for  dedication  was  made  by  H.  B.  Sartor,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Official  Board  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
struction  of  the  building.  Other  guests  were: 
Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  Mrs.  Sam  Nader,  Sammy 
and  Kathy  Nader,  Mrs.  John  Kilpatrick,  John 
and  Jerry  Kilpatrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Babb, 
Ruth  and  John  Babb,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Pick¬ 
ett  and  members  of  the  congregations  at  Horn- 
beck  and  Anacoco. 

REV.  J.  WOODROW  HEARN,  pastor  of  David¬ 
son  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette 
attended  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Methodist  Min¬ 
ister’s  Seminar  in  National  Government  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  7  through  9.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  meeting  was  to  provide  one  minister 
from  each  Annual  Conference  with  a  “behind 
the  scenes”  glimpse  of  the  top  national  and  inter¬ 
national  personalities  and  agencies  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government.  The  program  seeks  to  give 
insights  into  policy  making  in  national  and  world 
affairs.  In  recognition  of  the  honor  given  David¬ 
son  Memorial  Church  by  having  its  pastor  se¬ 
lected  to  represent  all  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
at  this  national  conference,  the  Official  Board 
voted  to  assist  Rev.  Hearn  by  paying  his  ex¬ 
penses  for  this  trip.  The  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  also  presented  him  with  a  gift 
of  a  white  dress  shirt  for  the  trip. 

THE  COLUMBIA  METHODIST  CHURCH  ob¬ 
served  Family  Night  on  April  12.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  supper,  honoring  members  of  the  Official 
Board,  the  children  were  shown  a  film  while 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  members  led 
the  congregation  in  a  worship  service.  Judge 
V.  M.  Mouser  addressed  the  group  using  the 
subject,  “Our  Heritage — The  Methodist  Church.” 
He  called  special  attention  to  the  part  that  the 
local  church  has  played  in  the  history  of  Colum¬ 
bia  and  reminded  those  present  that  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Columbia  is  100  years  old 
this  year.  This  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  pro¬ 
grams  to  be  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Education  on  the  second  Sunday  night  of  each 
month.  Mrs.  O.  N.  Reynolds  is  chairman  and 
plans  are  now  underway  to  observe  the  Centen¬ 
nial  of  the  church  on  the  second  Sunday  of  June. 
Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  the  pastor. 

RECENT  HAPPENINGS  at  the  Welsh  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  include  a  MYF  Good  Friday 
morning  breakfast  where  an  offering  was  taken 
for  Overseas  Relief.  The  program,  entitled, 
“God’s  Gift — And  Ours”  was  very  inspirational. 
Breakfast  was  served  to  40  persons.  Dorothy  Ann 
Risinger  is  president  of  the  MYF  and  Mrs.  Orlo 
Fenton  is  the  Counselor.  On  Sunday  night,  April 
5,  the  Church-wide  Study  on  Alaska  and  Hawaii 
was  begun  with  a  Family  Night  supper  and  film- 
The  study  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions  with  Mrs.  Hazel  Chenier 
as  chairman.  Members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  were  guests  of  the  W.S.C.S.  for  a  covered 
dish  supper  on  April  2.  Mrs.  Don  Rjsinger  was 
in  charge  of  the  program  assisted  by  members 
of  the  MYF  who  presented  a  playlet,  “Rapidly 
Growing  Nations.”  Mrs.  Walter  Hayes,  president, 
presided  at  the  business  meeting.  The  MYF. 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Orlo  Fenton  is  having 
a  Mission  Study  on  “The  Middle  East.”  Those 
assisting  in  the  presentation  of  the  subject  are 
Mrs.  Truman  Fear,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Earl  Shipp,  Jf-> 
Mrs.  Swinfort  Navarre,  Miss  Linda  Finley  and 
Mi$s  Ruth  Finley.  On  one  night  Mrs.  Don  Ri¬ 
singer  will  review  the  book,  “A  Lord  in  His 
Hand.”  Rev.  Don  Risinger  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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The  American  Church  of  Paris,  France,  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine. 


American  Church 
Of  Paris  Invites 
Baton  Rouge  Pastor 

Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  minister  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  has  been  invited  to  preach  at 
The  American  Church  of  Paris  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  August.  The  invi¬ 
tation  was  extended  by  Dr.  Clayton 
Williams,  pastor  of  the  historic 
church  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  will 
sail  for  Paris  late  in  July,  returning 
in  September. 

Standing  in  the  shadow  of  the  Eif¬ 
fel  Tower,  this  im¬ 
pressive  Gothic-style 
church  claims  to  be 
the  first  church  in 
the  world  where 
American  worship¬ 
pers  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations  met  to  serve 
God.  The  Church  is 
strickly  interdenom¬ 
inational. 

Three  American 
presidents  —  Ulysses 
dr.  dawa  s.  Grant,  Theodore 

dawson,  jr.  Roosevelt  and  Wood- 
row  Wilson  —  have  worshipped  in 
The  American  Church  in  Paris.  Sec¬ 
retary  Dulles  read  the  scripture  for 
one  of  the  services  on  his  last  trip 
to  Paris. 

Many  ambassadors,  princes  and 
notables  have  attended  services. 
Mrs.  Leila  Morse  Rummel,  daughter 
°f  telegraph  inventor  Samuel  F. 
Morse,  was  the  first  teacher  of  the 
church’s  Sunday  School.  Ernest  W. 
Shurtleff,  who  wrote  the  hymn 
“Lead  On,  O  King  Eternal,”  was 
once  in  charge  of  student  activities 
at  the  church,  and  Josiah  Holland, 
who  wrote  the  Christmas  carol, 
“There’s  a  Song  in  the  Air,”  was 
superintendent  of  the  church  school. 


Among  those  who  have  spoken  at 
the  church  are  Charles  H.  Spurgeon, 
Dwight  L.  Moody,  Ira  D.  Sankey, 
Charles  Wagner,  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sock- 
man,  Billy  Graham,  S.  Parks  Cad- 
man,  and  Gypsey  Smith. 

At  each  worship  service  the  last 
stanza  of  “America”  always  is  sung 
by  the  congregation.  “I’ve  seen  this 
bring  tears  to  the  eyes  of  many 
Americans,”  Dr.  Williams  said  in 
speaking  of  his  church. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Sunday 
services  always  followed  by  a  “cof¬ 
fee  hour”  at  which  strangers  in 
Paris  may  get  acquainted  with 
church  members  the  church  is  serv¬ 
ing  the  American  community  of 
Paris  seven  days  a  week. 

The  church  basement  has  50  cots 
provided  for  U.  S.  servicemen  visit¬ 
ing  Paris  who  do  not  have  hotel  ac¬ 
comodations.  Last  year,  6000  serv¬ 
icemen  were  billeted  at  the  church. 

The  “big  names”  who  have  come 
to  the  church  are  a  part  of  its  his¬ 
tory.  It’s  real  mission,  says  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams,  is  to  provide  “spiritual  moor¬ 
ings”  for  Americans  away  from  their 
own  religious  community.  For  hun¬ 
dreds  of  American  students,  gov¬ 
ernment  workers,  soldiers,  business¬ 
men  and  tourists  who  come  to  Paris 
each  year,  the  church  on  the  Seine 
is  a  home  away  from  home.” 


Centenary 
College  News 

Vernon  E.  Cates,  instructor  in 
chemistry  at  Centenary  College,  has 
been  given  a  $1,700  grant  from  the 
Southern  Fellowships  Fund  to  con¬ 
tinue  work  toward  his  PhD  degree 
next  year  at  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Cates,  who  has  been  grant¬ 


The  Reverends  James  E.  Major,  A. 
N.  Storey,  and  Karl  Tooke,  Directors  of 
the  Area-Wide  Every  Member  Canvass 
Program  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  Louisiana  Conferences,  re¬ 
spectively,  suggest  a 

TIME  SCHEDULE  FOR 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1.  May  10th  is  Victory  Sunday, 
the  climax  of  the  whole  Can¬ 
vass  Program.  The  Manual 
suggests  a  brief  dedication 
service  (page  52). 

2.  After  Victory  Sunday,  weekly 
contribution  envelopes  should 
be  prepared  for  every  one  who 
has  made  a  commitment. 

3.  Now  that  the  Canvass  is  over, 
the  Commission  should  plan 
ways  of  keeping  the  congrega- 
iton  informed  of  the  accom¬ 
plishments  and  needs  of  the 
church’s  program. 

4.  Soon  after  May  10th,  Letter 
A-4  (page  36)  should  be 
mailed  to  every  individual  who 
has  made  a  commitment.  This 
expresses  appreciation  of  the 
pledge. 


ed  a  leave  of  absence  from  his  teach¬ 
ing  post  at  Centenary,  holds  the 
bachelor’s  degree  from  Kansas  State 
College  in  Manhattan,  Kan.,  and  the 
MS  degree  from  the  same  institu¬ 
tion. 

* *  *  • 

William  E.  Carpenter  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Centenary 
College  chapter  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa,  men’s  national  honorary 
leadership  society.  He  is  a  member 
of  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity,  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Senate,  band,  choir  and  other 


Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board 
Receives  $10,000 

Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
has  just  received  a  check  from  the 
Randel  T.  Moore  Estate  for  the  sum 
of  $10,084.72.  This  board  was  one  of 
several  boards  and  institutions 
which  were  included  in  Mr.  Moore’s 
will  for  $25,000.00  each,  but  after 
final  inventory  of  the  Estate  all  of 
these  interests  were  reduced  to  the 
amount  above.  At  present  it  is  the 
Board’s  intention  to  retain  this 
money  as  a  starter  on  a  large  fund 
to  build  a  larger  apartment  of  one 
and  two  room  apartments  in  Ruston 
for  widows  and  widowers  of  the 
ministerial  ranks. 


organizations.  Other  new  officers 
are  the  following:  vice  president,  L. 
E.  Fletcher,  DeRidder;  recording 
secretary,  Dr.  Jack  Teagarden; 
treasurer,  Charles  Byrd,  Many,  and 
faculty  adviser,  Dr.  W.  W.  Pate. 

•  *  * 

Richard  Herrman  of  Gilmer,  Tex., 
has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  for 
the  coming  year  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  Genevieve  Compton  of  Elton 
has  been  elected  vice  president, 
Beverly  Wingo  of  Wills  Point,  Tex., 
has  been  chosen  secretary,  and  Jean¬ 
ette  Crocker  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  will 
serve  as  editor  of  the  weekly  bulle¬ 
tin.  Named  co-chairmen  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  committee  are  Fred  Schwen- 
dimann  of  Coushatta  and  Jean 
Stephens  of  Baton  Rouge. 


The  South  side  Methodist  Parsonage,  Monroe,  was  dedicated  March  8, 
1959  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and  Dr.  James  T.  Harris,  the  district  super¬ 
intendent.  At  the  same  time,  the  Educational  Building  and  an  adjoining 
lot  was  dedicated.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  1953.  The  property  dedicated 
is  valued  at  $42,000.00  The  entire  church  plant  is  valued  at  $135,000.00 
with  an  indebtedness  at  present  of  approximately  $13,000.00.  The  present 
church  membership  is  670. 

Those  participating  in  the  dedication  service  were:  Right  to  left:  Dr. 
James  T.  Harris,  district  superintendent;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin;  Lea  Joy¬ 
ner,  pastor  of  Southside  Church;  Robert  Warner,  local  preacher;  Dr.  Ben 
Oliphint,  pastor  of  Sf.  Paul  Methodist  Church. 

The  Ensemble  in  the  Church  composed  of  R.  L.  Jones,  Charles  Elliott, 
Lloyd  Barnett,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Swanson,  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Perkins,  Mrs.  Maxine 
Elliott  with  Mrs.  Margie  Watson  at  the  piano,  sang  " Bless  This  House". 
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Eight  members  of  the  Senior  M.Y.F.  of  the  Ingleside  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  attended  a  breakfast  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arch  Evans 
on  Palm  Sunday  morning  at  7:45.  While  the  Seniors  were  having  their 
breakfast,  seventeen  Intermediates  were  attending  a  breakfast  at  the  Cap - 
itor  House  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  McQueen.  The  Intermediates  were 
guests  of  the  Gideons  before  breakfast. 

Mrs.  McQueen  is  the  chairman  of  the  Intermediate  Department;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Evans  are  program  leaders  for  the  Intermediates;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rodney  Riple  are  recreation  leaders.  L.  L.  Hines  is  the  program  leader 
for  the  Senior  Department  and  Bill  Bankhead  is  recreation  leader. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Riceland 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Rice- 
land  Sub-District  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  was  held  in  El¬ 
ton,  Louisiana,  on  April  12,  1959. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president,  Ted  Hebert.  The 
secretary,  Mary  Elizabeth  Horne, 
called  the  roll.  A  total  of  sixty- 
three  were  present  with  all  church¬ 
es  represented.  The  minutes  were 
read  and  approved.  Treasurer,  Jim¬ 
my  Tonn,  reported  a  balance  of 
$113.90  and  reminded  two  M.Y.F. 
groups  of  their  unpaid  annual  dues. 

The  sub-district  voted  to  send  the 
profit  on  the  annual  sub-district 
Sweetheart  Banquet  which  totaled 
$90.89  to  the  M.Y.  Fund  in  the  name 
of  Riceland  Sub-District. 

The  group  then  proceeded  to  elect 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Out¬ 
going  officers  are  as  follows:  Ted 
Hebert,  Jennings,  president;  Brenda 
Finch,  Elton,  vice  president;  Mary 
Elizabeth  Horne,  Jennings,  secre¬ 
tary;  Jimmy  Tonn,  Elton,  treasurer; 
and  Carolyn  Berkeley,  Jennings,  re¬ 
porter.  The  new  officers  to  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  June  are  the  following: 
Jimmy  Tonn,  Elton,  president;  Ka¬ 
ren  Welsh,  Lake  Arthur,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Brenda  Finch,  Elton,  secre¬ 
tary;  Dorothy  Ann  Risinger,  Welsh, 
treasurer;  and  Ann  Beard,  Jennings, 
reporter. 

A  constitution  for  the  Riceland 
Sub-District  was  presented  to  the 
membership  and  was  approved. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Hall  of  Elton  was 
elected  Pastor-Advisor  and  Mrs. 
James  Darby  of  Eunice  Lay-Coun¬ 
selor  for  the  coming  year. 

Local  activity  reports  were  given 
by  each  M.Y.F. 

It  was  decided  that  the  executive 
council  should  change  the  date  of 
the  next  sub-district  meeting  to  a 
more  convenient  date  and  notify 
the  host  church,  Gueydan,  of  the 
selected  date. 

After  an  enlightening  program  of 
“Summer  Activities”  presented  by 
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Winnsboro  Church 
Has  Fellowship 
For  Children 

Some  inspired  mothers  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Winns¬ 
boro,  La.,  have  organized  a  very 
successful  Methodist  “Children’s” 
Fellowship  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  first  through  fourth  graders, 
who  are  too  young  for  the  M.Y.F. 
or  the  Junior  Choir,  and  yet  require 
a  religious  activity  other  than  Sun¬ 
day  School  and  church  services. 

The  M.C.F.  group  meets  at  6:30 
p.m.  on  Sunday.  The  average  at¬ 
tendance,  so  far,  is  23.  They  are  di¬ 
vided  into  two  groups  for  a  twenty 
minute  devotional  period;  first 
graders  led  by  Mrs.  Douglas  Nare- 
more;  second  and  third  graders  led 
by  Mrs.  George  Sherman. 

The  leaders’  objectives  are  to 
teach  the  children;  first,  to  do  some¬ 
thing  each  week  that  requires  a 
little  sacrifice  of  time  or  money 
such  as  “making  a  dime  or  more 
to  give  to  Jesus  or  buy  a  book  for 
the  Library;”  second,  to  help  them 
learn  something  useful  each  week 
such  as  “the  meaning  of  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  or  the  Beatitudes.” 

The  two  groups,  then,  meet  to¬ 
gether  for  a  song  session  of  twenty 
minutes.  Mrs.  Randolph  McIntyre 
and  Carey  Kincaid  alternate  as  or¬ 
ganists;  Mrs.  Daryl  Dean  directs 
the  singing.  Afterwards,  the  chil¬ 
dren  enjoy  a  ten  minute  refresh¬ 
ment  period  and  are  dismissed  in 
time  for  the  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ice  at  7:30. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Bengston,  pastor,  has 
assigned  the  children  the  last  Sun¬ 
day  evening  of  the  month  as  their 
time  to  sing  as  a  choir  and  to  recite 
in  unison  a  prayer  they  have  learn¬ 
ed  during  that  month.  They  have 
very  simple  robes,  which  they  wear 
for  this  public  service. 

Rev.  Dean,  the  group  adjourned 
with  the  M.Y.F.  benediction. 

Following  the  close  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  members  enjoyed  recreation 
and  refreshments  in  the  fellowship 
hall.— Ann  Beard,  reporter. 


Fayetteville  Dist. 
Has  Church  Related 
Job  Clinic 

Central  Methodist  Church,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Ark.,  was  host  to  the  Fay¬ 
etteville  District  senior  high,  older 
youth  and  college  students  for  a 
day  of  emphasis  on  church-related 
jobs,  Saturday,  April  25,  9:00-3:00. 
Dr.  James  S.  Upton,  Director  of 
Department  of  Religion  at  Hendrix 
College  and  Director  of  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Methodist  Student  Movement 
was  the  inspirational  speaker  at 
11:15.  Dr.  Upton  spoke  on  “Reasons 
for  Choosing  a  Christian  Vocation.” 

The  purpose  for  this  district  meet¬ 
ing  was  to  acquaint  youth  with  vo- 
catitonal  opportunities  in  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Methodist  Church 
and  to  help  them  consider  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  God  is  calling  them  in¬ 
to  such  an  occupation.  The  current 
situation  is  that  the  majority  of 
young  Methodists  are  not  aware  of 
the  wide  opportunity  within  the 
church. 

To  increase  the  awareness  of  need 
that  the  church  has  for  youth  was 
a  series  of  speakers  on  service  with¬ 
in  the  Chaplaincy,  as  Minister  of 
Music,  as  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  Deaconess  work,  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  Christian  Journalism,  World 
Missions,  and  the  Pastoral  Ministry. 

University  students  introduced 
the  sessions  with  these  thoughts, 
“How  to  Go  About  Choosing  a 
Life’s  Work.”  Following  the  infor¬ 
mative  sessions  were  discussion 
questions  interspersed  in  buzz 
groups  with  the  panel  of  speakers 
as  resource  persons. 

Lunch  was  served  in  Wesley  Hall. 
Following  lunch  was  a  film  on 
Christian  Vocations  as  directetd  by 
Mrs.  Ernest  Standley.  The  afternoon 
workshops  gave  information  on 
where  to  get  helps  for  choosing  a 
vocation,  how  to  choose  a  college, 
and  summer  service  projects. 

Adult  workers  who  led  this  ef¬ 
fort  included  Mrs.  Standley,  confer¬ 
ence  secretary  for  youth  from  the 
W.S.C.S.;  Mrs.  Mearl  McKinney  and 
Mrs.  Wayne  White,  District  and  lo¬ 
cal  secretaries  of  youth  from 
W.S.C.S.;  Mrs.  Roy  Bagley,  district 
secretary  of  student  work  for 
W.S.C.S.;  Dr.  A.  W.  Martin  and  Miss 
Barbara  Meacham.  Other  secretaries 
of  student  work  and  youth  gave 
assistance. 

Alexandria  Dist. 
Holds  Christian 
Vocations  Rally 

Methodist  youth  of  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  District,  Louisiana  Conference, 
held  a  youth  Christian  Vocations 
Rally  at  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  Saturday,  April  25, 
1959.  The  meeting  began  at  9:30  a.m. 
with  registration  and  closed  at  4:30 
p.m.  following  a  sermon  by  Rev. 
Connie  Edwards  of  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Four  vocational  guidance  classes 
were  held  on  the  following  topics: 
The  Methodist  Ministry;  Hospitals 
and  Homes;  The  World  Mission  of 
the  Church  and  Short  Term  Serv¬ 
ice  Projects.  Rev.  Jimmie  Caraway, 
Rev.  L.  D.  Haughton,  Rev.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Rev.  Bob  Tatum,  and 
Don  R.  Fuller  were  the  speakers. 

At  11:35  a.m.  the  young  people 
and  their  adult  counselors  enjoyed 
a  picnic  lunch  and  fellowship  at 
the  City  Park. 
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Baton  Rouge 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the 
young  people  of  Ingleside  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  had  a 
Youth  Every  Member  Canvass.  The 
organization  was  patterned  after 
that  of  the  adult  canvass  with  Don¬ 
ald  Mills  as  general  chairman,  Lewis 
Cook  as  solicitation  chairman,  Sha 
ron  Turcan  as  secretary,  and  Billy 
Irving  as  publicity  chairman.  The 
following  people  were  chairmen  of 
solicitation  committees:  Tommy 
Rowan,  Billy  Irving  and  Barbara 
McQueen. 

The  committee  set  as  a  goal  $850. 
When  the  pledges  of  the  workers 
were  turned  in,  $506  had  already 
been  pledged.  It  then  became  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  goal  would  be  over¬ 
subscribed.  The  goal  was  then  raised 
to  $1,000.  When  the  final  totals 
were  made,  $1,315  had  been  pledged. 


Marrero 

Recently  the  M.Y.F.  of  the  St. 
James  Methodist  Church,  Marrero, 
La.,  has  been  host  to  two  other 
youth  groups  from  other  churches. 
The  first  group  was  from  the  First 
Baptist  Church  and  the  second 
group  was  from  Algiers  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Marrero  M.Y.F.  was  growing 
so  fast  that  a  Junior  M.Y.F.  has 
been  organized  as  well  as  the  Sen¬ 
ior  group. 

A  film  strip  was  shown  the  Mar¬ 
rero  group  when  they  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  M.Y.F.  of  Algiers 
Methodist  Church.  They  then  at¬ 
tended  the  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  church,  afterwards  hav¬ 
ing  recreation  and  refreshments. 

Collecting  old  newspapers  is  one 
of  the  projects  of  the  Marrero 
M.Y.F.  group. 


Fayetteville 

In  behalf  of  the  Ed  Matthews 
Fund  to  be  used  in  mission  work, 
the  Seniors  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  at  Central  Methodist 
Church,  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  sponsor¬ 
ed  a  hamburger  and  pie  supper.  The 
amount  raised  by  the  senior  high 
group  totaled  $111.00. 

The  senior  high  group,  under  the 
direction  of  President  Diana  Dea- 
therage  and  counselors,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Garland  Melton,  Jr.  sponsored  the 
supper  in  the  church  Wesley  Hall 
and  used  as  their  theme,  “The  Gay 
Nineties.” 

The  Ed  Matthews  known  inti¬ 
mately  to  Fayetteville  Church  will 
be  leaving  after  graduation  from 
SMU  for  Belgium  for  language 
study.  After  this  they  will  go  to 
the  Belgian  Congo  for  mission  work 
as  agricultural  missionaries.  Central 
church  is  interested  in  their  support 
and  this  amount  of  the  supper  will 
go  to  aid  the  Matthews  in  their 
mission  work. 

Instrumental  in  the  publicity  and 
decorations  for  the  supper  included 
Regina  Rushing,  Gerry  Deskin,  Ka¬ 
ren  Russell,  Clair  Bearden,  Mary 
Thurlby,  Ann  and  Mary  Poynor, 
and  John  Slaven. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  _  LOUISIANA  AREA 


The  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  Mur¬ 
freesboro  Methodist  Church  enjoyed  a  "Nations  of  the 
World"  party  March  16th.  Each  member  came  dressed 
in  native  costume  to  represent  a  country  and  brought 
a  native  dish  from  that  particular  country. 


Games  were  played  in  connection  with  the  theme. 
The  president  of  the  society  is  Mrs.  Roland  Bryant,  and 
the  chairman  for  the  party  was  Mrs.  Jack  Dillard.  The 
above  picture  was  taken  at  the  party. 


Jurisdiction  Society  Pledges  To  Missions 


~A  Methodist  women  announced 
pledges  to  missionary  work  totaling 
$1,758,678  at  the  South  Central  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Convocation  in  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City  Municipal  Auditorium  April 
8.  The  amount  exceeds  last  year’s 
pledges  by  $38,257. 

Representatives  of  18  annual  con¬ 
ference  Woman’s  Societies  of  Chris- 
«an  Service  in  the  eight-state  jur¬ 
isdiction  made  their  pledges  at  a 
dramatic  worship  service.  Mrs.  W. 
E-  Horton,  Jr.,  of  Houston,  Texas, 
presided  at  the  session. 

■  Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington  of  York, 
Sebr.,  treasurer  of  the  Woman’s  So- 
Clety  of  Christian  Service  for  the 
jBrisdiction,  received  the  pledges. 

pointed  out  that  the  groups 
regularly  over-pay  their  pledged 
^  ounts,  and  stated  that  last  year’s 
receipts  exceeded  two  million  dol- 
ars,  although  the  pledged  amount  a 
year  ago  was  $1,720,421. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  In- 
lanapolis,  Ind.,  head  of  the  church’s 
frdlana  Area  and  president  of  the 
lurch’s  Division  of  World  Missions, 
©ve  the  principal  address  at  the 
service. 

■  Pledges  of  the  18  conference 
w-S.C.S.  groups  follow: 


Central  Kansas 
Central  Texas 
Indiana  Mission 
Kansas 
[Little  Rock 

Louisiana  . 

;Missouri 
Nebraska 
New  Mexico 
North  Arkansas 
Northwest  Texas 
Oklahoma 
Bio  Grande 


$181,000 
96,000 
1,450 
103,600 
79,500 
.  106,975 
52,000 
184,800 
29,000 
58,700 
80,000 
179,485 
1,500 


St.  Louis  .  87,500 

Southwest  Missouri  .  90,400 

Southwest  Texas  .  122,000 

Texas  .  182,000 


Women  in  the  Church 

By  Mary  Fowler 

Today  there  stands  a  shining  new 
building  on  the  campus  of  Baldwin 
Girls’  High  School,  Bangalore,  India. 
Miss  Edith  DeLima,  principal  of  the 
school,  recalls  that  the  institution 
has  had  phenomenal  growth  since 
its  establishment  in  1880  on  a  co¬ 
educational  basis.  In  1903,  it  was 
separated  from  the  boys’  school  with 
an  enrollment  of  only  fifty-six.  To¬ 
day  six  hundred  and  seventy  girls 
receive  an  all-round  education  with¬ 
in  its  walls.  Starting  originally  as 
an  essentially  A  n  g  1  o-Indian  and 
European  School,  it  has  developed 
an  extremely  cosmopolitan  charac¬ 
ter,  its  student  body  a  blending  of 
American,  European  and  Indian 
children  from  Singapore,  Malaya, 
the  Andaman  Islands,  and  from  as 
far  north  as  Nepal,  and  as  far  west 
as  Iraq,  Behreins  and  Kuwait.  “With 
such  a  mingling  of  cultures  and  re¬ 
ligions,  the  outlook  must  keep  broad, 
the  vision  large  and  the  standards 
high,”  says  Miss  DeLima. 


Mrs.  Esther  Sainz,  of  Argentina, 
has  been  elected  as  the  new  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  “Latin  American  Con¬ 
federation  of  Methodist  Women,” 
which  represents  Methodist  women 
in  nine  countries  of  North,  Central 
and  South  America.  Mrs.  Sainz,  who 
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has  been  active  in  the  Confederation 
for  more  than  ten  years,  was  elected 
at'  the  organization’s  quadrennial 
conference  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
For  the  last  four  years,  she  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Confederation’s 
missionary  department.  Other  new 
officers  of  the  Confederation  include 
Mrs.  Ada  Sucasas  of  Brazil,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Teresa  Araneta  of 
Peru,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Bertha 
Vargo  of  Argentina,  secretary  of  the 
missionary  department.  The  Con¬ 
federation  adopted  several  recom¬ 
mendations  which  will  be  passed 
along  to  nine  national  federations 
of  Methodist  women  and  then  to  lo¬ 
cal  church  woman’s  societies.  The 
resolutions  call  for  active  support  of 
the  United  Nations,  for  programs 
stressing  racial  equality,  and  for 
local  action  to  combat  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency. 


To  a  group  of  leaders  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  meeting  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman,  of  Lew- 
isburg,  Tenn.,  national  president  of 
the  denomination’s  Woman’s  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Christian  Service,  said  in 
part:  “Some  of  us  are  afraid  to  face 
facts  much  less  preach  them.  We 
have  not  fully  realized  the  effect 
of  the  revolutionary  forces  whirling 
across  the  world  and  around  and 
through  our  own  communities.  Peo¬ 
ples  are  moving.  Families  do  not 
stay  put.  Youth  will  not  remain  in 
local  towns,  counties  or  even  states. 
They  will  be  scattered  to  other  parts 
of  this  country  and  a  very  large  per 
cent  of  them  will  go  overseas.  What 
sort  of  witness  are  they  learning  to 
give?  Will  they  know  how  to  get 
along  with  others  of  varied  nations, 
faiths,  races  and  classes?  I  may  add 
that  many  of  them  are  making  a 
wonderful  showing  in  their  demon¬ 
stration  of  Christian  brotherhood.” 


Mississipian  Writes 
Study  Books 

Two  books  listed  in  the  bibliogra¬ 
phy  for  the  study  of  AFRICA,  soon 
to  be  launched  by  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service,  are  by 
the  same  author,  Ann  L.  Ashmore, 
wife  of  the  editor  of  THE  MISSIS¬ 
SIPPI  METHODIST  ADVOCATE. 

THE  CALL  OF  THE  CONGO 
which  came  out  in  1958  and  NORTH 
AFRICA — Land  of  Destiny  which  is 
just  off  the  press. 

The  CALL  OF  THE  CONGO  is 
the  story  of  pioneer  medical  mis¬ 
sions.  It  is  a  graphic  account  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryant  Lewis  who  gave  more  than 
thirty  years  in  the  Congo.  Bishop 
Newell'  Booth  said  of  Dr.  Lewis 
that  “his  service  has  meant  a  great 
deal  more  to  the  development  of 
the  African  people  than  even  the 
work  of  the  great  Dr.  Schweitzer.” 
Mrs.  Paul  Arrington  said  of  the  book 
“This  story  creates  within  the  read¬ 
er  a  desire  for  more  effective  and 
unselfish  living.”  Bishop  Marvin 
Franklin  said  “Those  who  read  these 
pages  will  be  shamed  for  their  self¬ 
ishness,  shaken  out  of  their  com¬ 
placency,  and  moved  to  commit 
themselves  to  the  spread  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.” 

NORTH  AFRICA— Land  of  Des¬ 
tiny  which  is  just  out,  is  the  story  of 
a  young  girl  who  went  to  North 
Africa  as  a  short  term  missionary 
to  minister  to  Arab  women  and  girls 
in  a  Muslim  world.  It  is  the  edited 
letters  of  Sue  Robinson,  A-3  from 
Mississippi  who  tells  in  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  manner  of  her  experiences 
among  the  Muslims. 

THE  CALL  OF  THE  CONGO  sells 
for  $3.00,  NORTH  AFRICA— Land 
of  Destiny  sells  for  $1.50. 

These  books  may  be  obtained 
from  any  COKESBURY  BOOK 
STORE  or  from  THE  MISSISSIPPI 
METHODIST  ADVOCATE,  P.O.  Box 
1093,  Jackson,  Miss. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Winnsboro  Circles  I  and  II  met 
March  10  at  the  church  with  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Bengston  giving  the  devo¬ 
tional.  Officers  elected  were:  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  Alice  B.  Walter;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Carey  Kincaid;  sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Williamson; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  McLemore,  Jr. 


Church  World  Service  is  making 
a  nation-wide  appeal  for  funds  to 
aid  destitute  refugees  from  Tibet 
who  are  now  thronging  into  India 
and  neighboring  states.  The  relief 
agency  has  sent  $10,000  to  a  joint 
Christian-Buddhist  relief  committee 
in  Darjeeling  to  purchase  supplies. 
Food,  clothing  and  medicine  have 
also  been  released  for  the  refugees 
from  CWS  stockpiles  in  India,  re¬ 
ports  Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson,  execu¬ 
tive  of  CWS.  Distribution  is  taking 
place  in  northern  India  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  chaired  by  a  brother  of  Ti¬ 
bet’s  ruler,  the  Dalai  Lama.  Another 
brother  in  New  York  City,  Thubten 
J.  Norbu,  was  brought  to  this  coun¬ 
try  through  Church  World  Service 
in  1956  under  the  Refugee  and  Re¬ 
lief  Act. 
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Marrero  Men’s 
Club  Holds  Its 
Regular  Meeting 


The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  St. 


James  Methodist  Church.  Marrero, 
met  at  the  home  of  R.  J.  Tenken. 
April  9,  for  their  monthly  meeting. 

A  telephone  demonstration  was 
held  concerning  the  new  direct 
dialing  system  of  Southern  Bell. 
Plans  were  to  call  Bishop  Paul  Mar¬ 
tin,  but  it  was  learned  that  he  was 
to  be  making  a  trip  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  would  be  unable  to  be 
contacted. 


Shown  is  the  group  of  persons  attending  Easter  debt-free.  Present  plans  are  to  complete  a  new  sanctu- 
worship  services  at  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church  of  ary  by  Summer.  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner  is  the  pastor  of 
DeRidder.  It  was  six  years  ago,  on  Easter,  7953,  that  the  church,  and  Ed  Gillis  is  the  chairman  of  the  Official 
the  congregation  moved  into  the  present  building,  and  Board, 
it  was  announced  Sunday  that  the  present  property  is 

136  Centenary  Students  Are  Candidates 
For  Baccalaureate  Degrees  This  Year 

Centenary  College  lists  136  students  who  are  candidates  for  bacca¬ 
laureate  degrees  this  year. 

The  total  includes  106  who  are  working  to  complete  requirements  for 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree,  26  who  are  filling  requirements  for  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  and  four  who  are  working  toward  the  Bachelor 
of  Music  degree. 

The  list  includes  both  students  who  will  complete  degree  requirements 
in  May  and  those  who  will  not  complete  their  degree  requirements  until 
after  the  summer  session  ends  in  August.  Since  Centenary  holds  only  one 
commencement  ceremony  each  year,  both  groups  will  participate  in  the 
May  graduation  ceremonies. 

-  Four  Shreveporters  are  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music. 


They  are  Edward  John  Kozak,  John 
Richard  Raush,  Samuel  Terranova 
and  Patricia  Felice  Wolery. 

Shreveporters  working  to  com¬ 
plete  degree  requirements  for  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  are  Billy  Joe 
Bryant,  Jeanette  Louise  DeSadier, 
Gloria  Hope  Gaffney,  Betty  John- 
ette  Jarratt,  Terrance  Edward  Kab- 
le,  Herbert  Arnold  King,  Napoleon 
Lawrence,  Mimi  Venable  Lingen- 
felter,  Robert  Milton  Lytton,  Donya 
Melinda  McLeod,  Shirley  Provost 
Pledger,  Jessica  Jean  Warnlof,  Jo¬ 
sephine  LaDart  Wilcoxen,  Willard 
Perry  Winterrowd,  William  Jerry 
Winterrowd. 

Out-of-town  students  who  are 
candidates  for  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  are  the  following:  Linette 
Davis,  Plain  Dealing;  Marcella  Ree 
Flynt,  Baton  Rouge;  Nancy  Pearl 
Freeman,  Texas  City,  Tex.;  Diane 
Holloway,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Eileen  Jean 
Laird,  Fon  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Nita  Faye 
Payne,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.;  Sara  Del 
Stevens,  Magnolia,  Ark.;  Emma  Lou 
Stewart,  Springhill;  Patricia  Joan 
Watts,  Kilgore,  Tex.;  Charles  Lofton 
Wilder,  Eros,  and  Jerry  Leon  Woods, 
Tyler,  Tex. 

Shreveporters  who  are  working 
to  complete  requirements  for  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  are  as 
follows:  Oscar  Leroy  Alexander, 
John  Appleby,  III,  Leon  James  Bain, 
Richard  Braxton  Barrett,  Diane  Lee 
Bastian,  Clifton  Moreland  Bickham, 
John  Robert  Bird,  Jr.,  Joel  Braxton 
Brown,  Don  C.  Bush,  Jr.,  Leo 
Spaulding  Cage,  Truman  Lee  Clark, 
Katherine  Jones  Cochran,  Frank 
Edward  Cook,  Robert  Lindan  Cox, 
Jr.,  Joan  Lee  Daily,  Dorothy  Lynn 
Davis,  Truman  Clois  DeLoach, 
James  Michael  Durham,  Nancy  Jo¬ 
sephine  Egley,  Marian  Lighthall 


Ewing,  Elizabeth  Ann  Faith,  Wil¬ 
liam  Joseph  Fleniken,  Jr.,  Bobby 
Lynn  Flowers,  Beverly  Hill  Gard¬ 
ner  and  Van  Allen  Gardner. 

Also,  Charles  Bryant  Glover,  Don 
Davis  Goodwin,  Robert  Warren 
Goss,  Jack  Alton  Gray,  Sammy  Joe 
Green,  Kenneth  Edward  Greene, 
William  Ralph  Halliburton,  Patsy 
Ann  Harp,  Verna  Marie  Hastings, 
Harold  Lloyd  Hawkins,  John  Har¬ 
lan  Haynes,  David  Allen  Herndon, 


Horace  Grady  Hines,  Alfred  Gerald 
Howard,  Dorothy  Ann  Akin,  Hub- 
bly,  Thomas  Eugene  Hubble,  Alex 
S.  Hunnicutt,  Jr.,  Lawrence  Milton 
Johnson,  and  Barbara  Brown  Kay. 

Also,  Francis  James  Kelker,  Ger¬ 
ald  Lowderbuck  Kennedy,  Kenneth 
Kay  Kunzman,  Richard  Douglas 
Lamb,  David  Irwin  Leimbrook,  Peg¬ 
gy  Lou  Longino,  Betty  Boyter  Luce, 
Aubrey  John  McGrede,  William 
Marion  McKnight,  Samuel  Alvin 
Maxey,  David  Austin  Metts,  Monty 
Leon  Montgomery,  Joan  Temper¬ 
ance  Morris,  John  Raymond  Mosh¬ 
er,  Charles  Joseph  Nickel,  John 
Robert  Norwood,  James  McKay 
Owen,  Eleanor  Smith  Parker,  Lora 
Boyd  Phipps,  Edna  Layeath  Pye, 
William  Cecil  Rhodes,  Jr.,  Betty 
Lancaster  Robertson,  George  Frank¬ 
lin  Roberts,  Jr.,  Kenneth  James  Rus¬ 
sell,  Austin  Albert  Sartin,  Richard 
Neal  Smith,  Robert  Saylor  Snead, 
Bryan  Sparks,  Geneva  Bozeman 
Speights,  Donald  Rolland  Stahl, 
John  Farrell  Steinhauser,  Sharon 
Rochelle  Victory,  Mary  Beatrice 
Wakeman,  Warren  Campbell  West 


The  club  voted  to  pay  for  road 
markers  to  be  purchased  and  pay 
yearly  rental  on  railroad  property 
where  the  signs  will  be  placed. 


and  Barbara  Ann  Woodley. 

Out  of  town  students  working  to 
complete  requirements  for  the  BS 
degree  are  the  following:  George 
Glenn  Boyden,  Bossier  City;  Don- 
ale  Glenn  Cox,  Homer;  Thomas 
Jeral  Cox,  Plain  Dealing,  Charles 
Kenneth  Eisen,  Barksdale  Air  Force 
Base;  John  Kirkland  Graham, 
Keithville;  Joe  Edd  Hall,  Bossier 
City;  Robert  Edwin  Holtzclaw,  Mar¬ 
shall,  Tex.;  Robin  Marie  Hubert, 
Meridian,  Miss.;  Roberta  Lee  Jack- 
son,  Many;  Larry  Thomasson  Mc- 
Kinstry,  Bastrop;  Arthur  Edward 
Minnick,  Jr.,  Marshall,  Tex.;  Gay- 
nelle  Morgan,  Minden;  Windene 
Nicklaus,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Harleston  Payne,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Also,  Katherine  Joan  P  hares, 
Many;  Cecile  Plummer,  Waco,  Tex.; 
Maria  Richards,  South  America; 
Mary  Wortley  Flagg  Scheller, 
Keatchie;  Robert  Watson  Schulman, 
Dothan,  Ala.;  Robert  Bayne  Scott, 
Ringgold;  Marion  Jann  Stanley, 
New  Orleans;  William  Patrick  Tip- 
ton,  Marshall,  Tex.;  Alice  Eugenia 
Valentine,  Oak  Ridge;  Mary  Jane 
Greer  Waller,  Bossier  City;  Wilma 
Jo  Walters,  Leesville;  Mary  Tom 
Wilkinson,  Coushatta,  and  Guy  John 
Wilson,  Bossier  City. 


The  new  Educational  Building  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Chatham,  is  being  built  by  donated  labor  and 
the  pastor  has  charge  of  the  construction  work.  The 
pastor,  R.  F.  DeBusk,  Jr.,  was  in  construction  business 
before  going  into  the  ministry.  The  new  building  has 
1,700  sq.  ft.  of  floor  space  and  has  the  following  rooms: 
three  Sunday  School  rooms,  a  kitchen,  two  rest  rooms, 
and  a  fellowship  hall  with  1,000  sq.  ft.  of  floor  space. 
The  building  will  be  brick  veneer  and  has  lifetime  alum¬ 
inum  windows.  At  the  present  time  all  the  work  on  the 


building  has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  lay¬ 
ing  the  brick  and  installing  the  fixtures  in  the  kitchen 
and  rest  rooms.  Up  to  date  the  construction  work  has 
cost  the  church  $2,380.42  and  the  building  can  be 
completed  for  $1,500,  making  a  total  cost  of  $3,880.42. 

The  Church  at  Chatham  was  built  in  1947  and  the 
parsonage  was  built  in  the  early  50' s.  When  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  is  completed  the  valuation  of  the 
property  at  Chatham  will  be  over  $50,000  and  debt  free. 
The  total  residental  membership  of  Chatham  is  103. 
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Methodist  Bishops  Confer  with  Government  Officials  in  W ashington 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— METHODIST  BISHOPS 
CALL  ON  PRESIDENT — Fifty-one  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church's  Council  of  Bishops  called  on  President 
Eisenhower  at  the  White  House  during  their  semi-an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  the  nation's  capital.  The  President  is 
standing  between  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  (left)  of 
Washington,  immediate  past  president  of  the  council 
and  host  at  the  meeting,  and  Bishop  Edgar  A.  Love  of 


Baltimore,  Md.  It  was  Mr.  Eisenhower's  first  meeting 
with  the  Methodist  leaders. 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  of  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
president  of  the  council  is  shown  directly  behind  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock 
is  near  the  top  left  of  the  picture.  Directly  behind  Bishop 
Martin  is  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of  Los  Angeles,  the 
president-designate  of  the  council.  (RNS  Photo) 


V-President  Nixon  Tells  Methodist 
Bishops,  Discourage  Racial  Extremism 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Vice  President  Nixon  urged  members 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church  to  use  their  influence 
to  discourage  extremism  “on  both  sides”  of  racial  issues. 

The  Vice  President’s  office  disclosed  that  he  made  this  appeal  to  the 
bishops  as  “opinion  makers”  during  a  45-minute  conference  in  his  office. 

Mr.  Nixon  also  urged  newspaper  editors,  political  leaders,  and  others 
who  influence  public  opinion  to  exercise  similar  restraint  to  the  end  that 
peaceful  solutions  may  be  found  in  racial  disputes. 

Most  of  the  Vice  President’s  talk  with  the  bishops  was  devoted  to  for¬ 
eign  policy. 

He  told  them  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  actions  of  Red  China  in  Tibet 


give  fresh  evidence  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  admit  Communist 
China  to  the  United  Nations.  He 
said  the  Peking  regime  should  earn 
the  right  to  join  the  UN  by  demon¬ 
strating  its  willingness  to  abide  by 
its  agreements. 

“Any  act  which  would  raise  the 
status  of  Red  China  at  this  time 
would  have  a  devastating  effect  on 
other  new  countries  of  Asia,”  he 
warned. 

The  Vice  President  made  his  com¬ 
ment  on  racial  tensions  in  response 
to  a  question  from  one  of  the  bish¬ 
ops  about  Ghana,  which  Mr.  Nixon 
visited  a  year  ago. 

He  stressed  that  every  instance 
of  racial  antagonism  in  the  United 
States  hurts  this  country  in  Asia 
and  Africa  and  undercuts  our  for¬ 
eign  policy.  He  then  made  an  ap¬ 


peal  to  the  bishops  to  use  their  in¬ 
fluence  to  calm  racial  passions. 

The  bishops  declined  comment 
on  their  interview  with  the  Vice 
President  as  they  did  with  respect 
to  their  conferences  with  other  na¬ 
tional  leaders  whom  they  met  dur¬ 
ing  their  four-day  meeting  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  president  of  the 
council,  said  only  that  “we  were 
very  favorably  impressed  with  the 
caliber  of  the  men  who  are  leading 
our  nation  and  with  their  grasp  of 
world  problems.” 

“It  is  encouraging  to  see  their 
patriotic  devotion,”  he  said,  adding, 
“It  was  the  first  chance  most  of  us 
had  had  to  meet  these  men  person¬ 
ally.” 


Methodists  Asked 
To  Pray  For 
National  Unity 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Bishop 
Marvin  A.  Franklin  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  called  on  Methodists  to  pray 
and  work  for  national  unity  in 
“times  of  tension  and  strain”  as  he 
took  office  as  president  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  of  The  Methodist 
Church  in  rites  conducted  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  here. 

Bishop  Franklin  was  installed  for 
a  one-year  term,  succeeding  Bishop 
G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington, 
D.  C. 

“I  enter  upon  my  duties  within 
a  few  days  of  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  memorable  ceremonies  in 
Kansas  City  which  brought  toget¬ 
her  three  long-separated  bodies,  The 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,”  the  bishop  pointed  out. 

“This  notable  event  was  the 
greatest  reunion  of  Protestants  in 
the  history  of  the  Christian  church,” 
he  declared. 

Bishop  Franklin  said  that  his  as¬ 
sociation  with  his  80  fellow  bishops, 
active  and  retired  is  “a  living  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  unity  achieved  on  that 
historic  May  day  when  we  came 
together.” 

“The  years  in  which  we  are  living 


Discuss  Foreign  Policy 
And  Other  Current  Topics 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Methodist 
Church  conferred  here  with  leaders 
of  all  three  branches  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  during  their  semi-annual 
meeting  held  in  the  capital  city. 

The  bishops  discussed  foreign  po¬ 
licy  and  other  current  topics  with 
four  Presidential  aspirants,  Sen. 
John  F.  Kennedy  (D-Mass.),  Sen. 
Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D.-Minn.), 
Vice  President  Richard  M.  Nixon, 
and  Sen.  Lydon  Johnson,  (D.-Tex.) 

They  also  held  discussions  with 
Chief  Justice  Earl  Warren,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  and  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Defense  Neil  H.  McElroy. 

They  paid  a  courtesy  call  on 
President  Eisenhower  at  the  White 
House. 

Sen.  Kennedy,  a  leading  Roman 
Catholic  candidate  for  the  Presiden¬ 
cy,  said,  “I  appreciated  very  much 
the  invitation  to  speak  to  the  bish¬ 
ops.” 

He  said  they  discussed  “public 
questions”  and  had  “a  very  pleasant 
conversation.” 

The  51  active  and  retired  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  who  attended  the 
council  meeting  declined  comment 
on  any  of  their  interviews,  includ¬ 
ing  that  with  Sen.  Kennedy. 

Sen.  Humphrey  said  that  he  dis¬ 
cussed  with  the  bishops  “practical 
ways  of  working  for  world  peace” 
during  his  30  minute  conference 
with  them. 

“I  presented  some  suggestions  as 
to  how  we  can  strengthen  and  im¬ 
prove  our  efforts  for  world  peace,” 
he  declared. 

“In  the  kind  of  world  in  which 
we  live,  we  need  to  have  not  only 
a  powerful  defense,  but  a  powerful 
offense  —  a  powerful  offensive  in 
waging  peace,”  the  Minnesota  sen¬ 
ator  declared. 

“Our  government  policy  has  be¬ 
come  one  merely  of  accounting, 
budgeting,  and  money,  rather  than 
a  program  of  planning  constructive 
use  of  human  resources,”  he  charg¬ 
ed. 

He  said  the  meeting  with  the 
Methodist  bishops  is  “one  of  about 
a  dozen  I  have  had  with  church 
groups,  including  youth  groups”  and 
added,  “I  think  it  is  the  most  hope¬ 
ful  sign  in  America  today  that  our 
spiritual  leaders  are  taking  such  a 
keen  interest  in  public  affairs.” 

A  spokesman  for  the  Methodist 
bishops  said  that  “just  like  any  oth¬ 
er  visitors  to  Washington”  they 
were  interested  in  meeting  some  of 
the  leaders  of  government  and 
learning  at  first  hand  of  their  views 
of  the  issues  confronting  the  nation. 


are  times  of  strain  and  tension  not 
only  in  our  own  beloved  land,  but 
inside  most  of  the  40  countries  in 
which  our  denomination  is  organiz¬ 
ed  and  at  work,”  he  observed.  “It 
is  my  prayer  today  that  the  efforts 
of  bishops,  pastors,  and  lay  extend 
this  unity  of  spirit  and  endeavor.” 
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Methodism  Grows  In 


Northern  Europe  rpj  ^  **tvt  ipai'* 

^  1  he  Greatest  IN  eed  of  Atri  ca  1  oday 


By  Arne-Jacob  Krisiofferser 
Harnosand,  Sweden 


By  Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth 
Elisabethville,  Belgian  Congo 


The  Central  Methodist  Church,  in 
Oslo,  Norway,  has  started  its  long- 
planned  building  project.  The  old 
church  edifice  has  been  torn  down 
and  the  new  construction  is  under 
way.  Meantime  the  congregation 
has  its  worship  services  in  a  theatre 
in  Oslo. 

The  Methodist  congregation  in 
Tistedal,  Norway,  has  decided  to 
build  a  new  church.  The  blueprints 
and  plan  of  finance  are  accepted 
and  the  men  in  the  congregation 
will  do  a  great  part  by  voluntary 
work  to  ease  expenses. 

The  Methodists  in  Sweden  belong, 
as  do  all  Methodists,  to  the  tradition 
of  activity.  An  expression  of  this 
can  be  reported  today  in  the  new 
Methodist  Church  in  Vasteras,  Swe¬ 
den.  The  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Swedish  Salvation  Army  cooperated 
in  erecting  a  large  business-center 
in  Vasteras.  Both  congregations 
have  built  their  own  churches  in 
connection  with  the  big  block  that 
cost  eight  million  Swedish  Kroner. 
Two  Methodist  Churches  in  Sweden, 
the  one  in  Kumla  and  the  other  in 
Halmstad,  have  dedicated  new  or¬ 
gans. 

It  is  reported  from  many  of  the 
Methodist  congregations  in  Bishop 
Hagen’s  area  that  people  are  being 
converted  and  received  into  the 
church.  The  program  of  evangelism 
which  was  started  at  the  Annual 
Conference  in  Norway  last  year  has 
been  a  success.  Within  half  a  year 
the  congregations  collected  110,000 
Norwegian  Kroner,  which  has  made 
possible  a  greater  evangelical  activ¬ 
ity  all  over  the  country. 

The  activities  of  the  Methodist 
laymen  in  Scandinavia  have  grown. 
This  is  registered  by  the  conferences 
of  Methodist  laymen  both  in  Swe¬ 
den  and  Norway.  They  have  been 
discussing  ways  of  making  the 
church  more  effective,  and  also  the 
great  need  for  laymen  to  take  more 
responsibility  in  the  church.  They 
have  also  taken  part  in  the  witness 
mission  as  well  as  filling  the  empty 
pulpits. 

“Oreborg”  is  the  name  of  the 
Methodoist  Youth  Center  in  Dal- 
arna,  Sweden.  The  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  has  decided  to  extend  the  work 
at  this  center  and  is  going  to  build 
motels  in  connection  with  Oreborg. 
A  campaign  to  materialize  these 
plans  has  started. 

In  connection  with  the  Centenary 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Finland, 
there  has  been  started  a  drive  for 
funds  to  be  used  for  evangelism  in 
Finland.  They  have  passed  200,000 
Finnish  Marks.  The  Centenary  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  in  Vasa  August  13- 
16  of  this  year. 

Bishop  Hagen  will  dedicate  a 
new  Methodist  Chapel  in  Finnsnes 
in  the  North  of  Norway,  April  19. 
The  Methodist  Church  has  a  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Finnsnes  and  the 
congregation  has  gathered  in  this 
Home  for  services;  but  now  the 
congregation  has  its  own  Chapel 
for  services  and  spiritual  work. 


The  greatest  single  need  in  Africa 
today  is  the  strengthening  of  the 
educational  facilities  for  the  training 
of  African  persons  for  positions  of 
outstanding  service  to  their  own 
people. 

There  is  a  great  eagerness  for  ed¬ 
ucation.  Schools  filled  to  overflow¬ 
ing.  That  eagerness  needs  to  be 
channeled  so  that  it  becomes  more 
than  just  wanting  to  get  ever  more 
and  more  years  of  school  in  order 
to  receive  a  certificate  assuring  a 
higher  paid  job.  It  must  become  a 
readiness  to  serve  ones  own  people 
to  the  best  of  one’s  ability. 

There  is  understandable  impati¬ 
ence  among  the  school  population 
and  the  parents.  The  stream  of 
eager  pupils  get  thrust  through  a 
restricted  and  ever  smaller  channel. 
The  restriction  begins  with  the  very 
lowest  level.  When  the  boys  and 
girls  finish  the  first  section  of  the 
primary  school,  that  is  two  years, 
there  are  not  enough  third  grades 
for  all  who  have  passed  and  want 
to  go  on;  some  just  have  to  be 
squeezed  out.  When  the  fifth  year 
is  finished,  there  are  only  a  few 
places  where  they  can  get  the  rest 
of  the  studies  needed  to  prepare  for 
high  school,  and  so  it  goes;  the  high 
school  population  is  only  a  small 
fraction  of  the  people  who  want 
and  could  profit  by  secondary  edu¬ 
cation.  The  same  is  true  of  various 
professional  and  trade  schools  on 
the  high  school  level  or  even  below 
that  level.  And  for  university  edu¬ 
cation,  that  as  yet  can  be  for  only 
a  limited  few. 

And  yet  the  responsibilities  that 
must  be  carried  in  the  next  decades 
by  the  people  in  Africa  are  tre¬ 
mendous.  The  African  people  must 
be  trained  for  those  responsibilities. 
If  it  is  truly  to  become  an  education 
for  responsibility,  it  must  be  an 
education  centered  in  the  Christian 
ideal  of  service.  There  must  be, 
along  with  the  formation  of  skills 
and  the  acquiring  of  necessary 
knowledge,  the  development  in 
character  and  the  willingness  to  ac¬ 
cept  responsibility  for  making  the 
life  of  others  more  abundant.  So 
there  is  a  very  large  place  that  must 
be  filled  by  schools  of  the  Christian 
church — at  every  level.  The  number 
of  educators  who  are  available  in 
our  own  Methodist  program  in  the 
various  countries  of  Africa,  where 
we  are  at  work,  is  very  much  be¬ 
low  the  number  actually  now  need¬ 
ed  to  carry  on  the  program  which  is 
already  under  way.  The  need  is  to 
bring  up  the  personnel  for  those 
schools  and  then  also  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  real  increase,  particularly 
in  the  higher  levels  of  educational 
work. 

The  world  church  would  be  very 
wise  to  pour  in  qualified  personnel 
this  next  few  years  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  for  responsibility  in  Africa. 
Africa  is  taking  an  increased  part  in 
the  life  of  the  world.  It  is  to  the 
interest  of  all  to  see  that  that  part 
be  an  intelligent  one,  a  trained  one, 
a  responsible  one,  and  also  one  with 
a  background  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion. 


BISHOP  NEWELL  S.  BOOTH 


This  is  a  frank  appeal  for  help 
from  trained  Christian  educators 
from  outside  Africa  to  “come  over 
and  help  us.”  Of  course,  the  whole 
church  can  help  to  send  them  and 
give  the  wherewithal  for  them  to 
carry  on  the  work.  I  would  like 
every  reader  of  this  message  to 
consider  just  how  he  or  she  can  help 
Africa  to  educate  for  responsibility. 
We  would  all  be  glad  to  show  you 
how  if  you  will  write  to  us. 


MR.  CHAI  IS  NOT  ALONE 

By  Esther  Laird,  R.N. 

Taejon,  Korea 

One  of  our  most  dedicated  young 
Korean  ministers,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chai, 
left  a  good  city  church  to  carry  on 
work  among  struggling  farm  peo¬ 
ple. 

Mr.  Chai’s  wife  and  children  are 
north  of  the  38th  parallel  and  so  he 
carries  on  alone. 

Perhaps  I  shouldn’t  say  alone,  for 
he  read  of  a  veteran  who,  having 
no  family  and  no  way  to  make  a 
living,  attempted  suicide.  Mr.  Chai 
went  to  Seoul  and  brought  the 
young  man  to  his  house,  telling  him 
that  they  would  share.  Later  he 
brought  other  young  men,  until  now 
he  has  twenty — all  with  no  “road 
open  to  them.”  He  then  secured  the 
use  of  a  mountain  about  four  miles 
from  the  small  village,  and  with  his 
large  “family,”  he  planted  sweet 
potatoes,  and  got  together  some 
livestock,  all  on  a  very  small  scale. 
He  now  has  one  cow,  three  goats, 
two  pigs,  a  hive  of  bees,  about 
twenty  chickens  and  several  rabbits. 

His  “family”  comes  out  to  the 
church,  day  or  night;  they  organize 
the  children  and  teach  them  in  lit¬ 
eracy  classes,  as  well  as  conducting 
a  4-H  Club  for  them.  Many  of  the 
men  are  now  in  rural  institutes, 
such  as  we  have  out  on  our  inter¬ 
denominational  farm  (that  is  where 
our  tuberculosis  rest  camp  is  situat¬ 
ed,  too).  The  county  office  men  say 
that  they  did  not  know  that  this 
sort  of  rural  service  was  related  to 
the  meaning  of  Christianity.  Now 
these  officials  are  attending  church. 


New  Materials  For 
Methodists  Are 
Now  Available 

Four  Basic  Methodist  Doctrines, 
by  four  ministers  of  England  is  a 
book  of  50  pages  which  was  origi¬ 
nally  published  under  the  title,  Re¬ 
covered  Emphases  of  Vital  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

The  four  Methodist  doctrines  with 
which  these  able  writers  deal  are 
“Universal  Atonement,”  by  Harold 
Roberts;  “Salvation  by  Faith,”  by 
John  Wesley,  himself;  “The  Witness 
of  the  Spirit,”  by  E.  Benson  Per¬ 
kins;  and  “Christian  Perfection,”  by 
Maldwyn  Edwards. 

Recognizing  that  these  four  doc¬ 
trines  are  basic  to  an  understanding 
of  Methodism,  and  recognizing  that 
nowhere  do  we  have  a  clearer,  more 
succinctly  stated  exposition  of  them, 
Methodist  Evangelistic  Materials  is 
proud  to  re-issue  this  book. 

E.  Benson  Perkins,  in  his  chapter 
on  “The  Witness  of  the  Spirit,”  con¬ 
cludes: 

“It  is  this  teaching  of  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit  which  is  needed  in  de¬ 
claring  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  and  is  the  true  answer  to  the 
false  claims  of  modern  materialistic 
humanism.  There  is  a  God  and  his 
spirit  is  with  us  and  we  may  know 
the  power  of  that  Spirit  within  our 
own  hearts.  This  is  the  evangelical 
doctrine  which  is  distinctive  of 
Methodism.”  Single  copy  25c;  6 
copies  for  $1.00. 

“The  General  Rules  of  Metho¬ 
dism,”  have  been  issued  as  an  at¬ 
tractive,  6  page,  leaflet  for  wide 
distribution  and  easy  reading.  The 
General  Rules,  a  part  of  Methodism 
almost  from  the  beginning,  could 
well  be  required  reading  for  every 
Methodist. 

The  “Rules,”  naturally  fall  under 
these  three  headings: 

1.  Do  no  harm 

2.  Do  all  the  good  you  can 

3.  Attend  upon  the  ordinances  of 
God 

$2.00  per  100. 

“Every  Methodist  A  Witness,”  by 
Leroy  H.  Walker,  is  a  new,  six  page 
leaflet  designed  to  motivate  every 
Methodist  to  witness  to  his  faith 
and  become  an  effective  evangelist. 

This  leaflet  points  out  that  whe¬ 
ther  we  will  it  or  not,  we  are  all 
witnesses.  The  plea  is  made  to  rec¬ 
ognize  in  the  very  genius  of  Meth¬ 
odism  a  compulsion  to  witness.  The 
new  leisure  time  which  has  come 
to  the  masses  is  seen  as  something  to 
be  dedicated  to  God  and  used  in 
witnessing. 

This  leaflet  concludes:  “Yes,  Meth¬ 
odists  must  witness!  Our  faith  must 
be  shared  or  it  is  lost.  We  only  keep 
it  by  giving  it  away.  It  is  our  Lord’s 
command.  It  is  our  supreme  privi¬ 
lege.  The  world  is  eagerly,  although 
sometimes  unconsciously,  awaiting 
our  word  from  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.”  $2.00  per  100. 

Order  above  materials  from  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelistic  Materials,  1908 
Grand  Ave.,  Nashville  5,  Tenn. 
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Obituaries 

HARVISON— Rev.  Claud  H.  Har- 
vison  was  born  in  Independence 
County  Arkansas,  March  7th,  1899. 
He  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  in  1925, 
and  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
Brewer  of  Mountain  View,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  April  29th. 

He  was  dedicated  to  his  church 
and  believed  that  he  should  strive 
to  lead  Christians  into  richer  ex¬ 
periences  in  faith  and  in  their  fel¬ 
lowship  with  Christ  and  with  other 
Christians.  He  sought  to  lead  sinners 
to  repentance  and  to  confess  Christ 
as  their  Savior  and  Lord.  He  was 
always  concerned  for  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  his  people.  He  also  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  should  leave  the 
church  property  in  better  condition 
than  he  found  it,  for  a  brother  pas¬ 
tor  would  follow  him.  He  was  in¬ 
terested  in  the  betterment  of  the 
community  in  which  he  served.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
in  Lincoln  where  he  was  serving  in 
his  third  year.  After  he  passed  away 
the  club  held  a  memorial  service  for 
him.  They  paid  very  high  tribute  to 
him,  and  said,  “He  was  a  good  man. 
His  eloquence  was  in  his  living 
rather  than  in  his  speech,  and  this 
indeed  is  a  noble  trait  of  character.” 

He  died  February  4th  after  two 
weeks  of  great  suffering.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  January  17th  he  held  a  funeral. 
On  Sunday  morning,  the  18th,  he 
preached  at  Summers  at  9:30  a.m. 
and  rushed  back  and  preached  at 
Lincoln  at  11:00  a.m.  A  short  time 
after  the  service  his  heart  got  so 
bad  that  he  was  rushed  to  a  hos¬ 
pital  in  Fayetteville  where  skilled 
physicians,  nurses  and  loved  ones 
and  friends  did  all  that  could  be 
done  to  make  him  comfortable.  On 
February  4th  the  end  came. 

His  funeral  was  held  at  Lincoln 
February  7th  by  Dr.  Roy  Bagley, 
his  District  Superintendent.  The 
body  was  taken  to  Mountain  View 
for  burial  that  afternoon. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
sons,  seven  grandchildren,  two  bro- 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

A  new  and  modernly-worded 
“statement  of  faith”  to  stand  beside 
the  Apostle’s  Creed,  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  new  United  Church  of 
Christ  (merger  of  the  Congregation¬ 
al  Christian  Churches  and  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  and  Reformed  Church)  by  a 
group  of  thirty  theologians  and 
scholars.  It  will  be  proposed  to  the 
new  denomination  for  adoption  or 
modification  by  the  General  Synod 
which  meets  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  July 
5  to  9.  The  creedal  statement  reads: 
“We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal 
Spirit,  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  our  Father,  to  whose 
deeds  we  gladly  testify:  He  calls  the 
worlds  into  being,  creates  man  in 
His  own  image,  and  set  before  him 
the  ways  of  life  and  death.  He  seeks 


thers  and  four  sisters. 

Yes,  a  good  man  has  been  taken 
from  among  us. 

Signed,  W.  A.  Lindsey 


HAMILTON  —  Harriett  Rebecca 
Hamilton,  daughter  of  the  late  An¬ 
drew  B.  and  Lidia  Timmons  Cason, 
was  born  at  Wadesboro,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  on  February  21,  1863,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  at 
Camp,  Arkansas,  on  December  28, 
1958,  at  the  age  of  95  years,  10 
months,  and  7  days. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
James  Madison  Hamilton  at  Locust 
Cottage,  Arkansas,  on  November  15, 
1883,  and  to  this  union  eight  chil¬ 
dren  were  born. 

Her  companion  preceded  her  in 
death  on  June  11,  1929.  Two  children 
also  preceded  her  in  death. 

Survivors  include  four  daughters, 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Sutherland  of  Camp, 
Arkansas,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Hunter  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Brown  of  Round  Hill,  Virginia,  and 
Mrs.  Roy  J.  Metcalf  of  Houston, 
Texas;  two  sons,  John  C.  Hamilton 
and  James  M.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  both 
of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma;  eleven  grand¬ 
children,  thirty  great  grandchildren, 
six  great,  great  grandchildren  and  a 
host  of  other  relatives  and  friends. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  had  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  some  85  years. 

Services  were  held  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  30,  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Camp 
Methodist  Church  with  Rev.  J.  H. 
Richardson,  of  Mammoth  Spring, 
officiating.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  then 
removed  to  Fayetteville,  Arkansas, 
where  another  service  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  December  31,  with  the 
Rev.  William  Sherman,  officiating. 
Internment  was  in  the  Fairview 
cemetery  at  Fayetteville,  under  the 
direction  of  Carter  Funeral  Service 
of  Salem.  Pallbearers  were  Kenneth 
Allen,  Demon  Sutherland,  Herbert 
Burke,  C.  J.  Burke,  Jr.,  Paul  Spencer 
and  Sid  Faulconer. 


in  holy  love  to  save  his  people  from 
aimlessness  and  sin.  He  judges  men 
and  nations  by  His  righteous  will 
declared  through  prophet  and  apos¬ 
tles.  In  Jesus  Christ,  the  man  of 
Nazareth,  our  crucified  and  risen 
Lord,  He  has  come  to  us,  shared  our 
common  lot,  conquered  sin  and 
death,  and  reconciled  the  world  to 
Himself.  He  bestows  upon  us  His 
Holy  Spirit,  creating  and  renewing 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  binding 
in  covenant  faithful  people  of  all 
ages,  tongues,  and  races.  He  calls 
us  into  his  Church  to  accept  the  cost 
and  joy  of  discipleship,  to  be  His 
servants  in  the  service  of  men,  to 
proclaim  the  gospel  to  all  the  world 
and  resist  the  powers  of  evil,  to 
share  in  Christ’s  baptism  and  eat  at 
His  table,  to  join  Him  in  His  passion 
and  victory.  He  promises,  to  all  who 
trust  Him,  forgiveness  of  sins  and 
fullness  of  grace,  courage  in  the 
struggle  for  justice  and  peace,  His 
presence  in  trial  and  rejoicing,  and 
eternal  life  in  His  kingdom  which 
has  no  end.  Blessing  and  honor, 
glory  and  power  be  unto  Him. 
Amen.” 


Dr.  John  D.  Moseley,  president  of 
Austin  College,  Sherman,  Texas,  and 
an  officer  of  the  Protestant  College 
Council,  reports  that  a  study  of 
“Who’s  Who  in  America”  reveal  that 
church-related  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities,  as  opposed  to  their  larger  and 
more  numerous  secular  brothers, 
produce  the  greatest  number  of  per¬ 
sons  sufficiently  outstanding  in 
American  life  to  be  listed  in  that 
volume.  The  study  showed:  “Clergy¬ 
men  from  secular  schools  are  out¬ 
stripped  two  to  one  .  .  .  Fifty  per 
cent  more  educators  are  listed  from 
church-related  schools  .  .  .  Doctors 
and  librarians  are  also  in  favor  of 
those  with  a  church -related  under¬ 
graduate  education  ...  in  non-dedi- 
cated  fields  such  as  government, 
law,  and  the  judiciary,  the  secular 
schools  come  out  only  slightly  bet¬ 
ter.”  “Who’s  Who,”  Dr.  Moseley 
noted,  stressed  the  fact  that  the  con¬ 
tribution  of  church-related  colleges 
is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  size 
and  number  of  such  institutions. 

“Methodist  Information”  reports 
that  the  small  town  of  Epworth, 
England,  the  birthplace  and  early 
home  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley — 
founders  of  Methodism  and  well- 
known  hymn  writers — it  perpetuat¬ 
ed  in  the  names  of  at  least  eight 
Masonic  lodges  in  the  British  Em¬ 
pire  and  Ireland.  These  Epworth 
lodges  are  located  in  Manchester 
and  Liverpool,  England;  Melbourne, 


Adelaide  and  Perth,  Australia;  and 
in  Belfast  and  Dublin,  Ireland. 


The  battles  of  today  and  tomor¬ 
row  are  against  poverty,  disease 
and  illiteracy,  the  young  people  of 
America’s  churches  are  told  in  a 
message  adopted  by  the  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement,  a  unit 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
“Ours  has  been  called  a  generation 
without  a  cause,”  declares  the  mes¬ 
sage,  which  refutes  the  appelation 
by  listing  a  dozen  causes  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  concerned  about.  It  adds: 
“But  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  all 
men  under  God  are  basic  to  them.” 
Through  study,  prayer  and  action, 
UCYM  young  people  (fifteen  to 
twenty-three  years  of  age)  are 
urged  to  express  their  Christian 
conviction  in  a  world  of  conflict 
and  change.  Action,  says  the  mes¬ 
sage,  should  include  encouraging  the 
government  to  strengthen  the  twen¬ 
ty-three  new  nations  of  the  world 
through  economic,  health  and  edu¬ 
cation  programs.  It  also  calls  on 
American  youth  to  accept  their  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  be  well  informed  on 
world  events.  “A  changing  planet 
demands  minds  looking  to  the  future 
in  faith.  We  are  beginning  to  per¬ 
ceive  our  role  as  Christian  youth  in 
national  and  international  affairs 
and  we  can  influence  change  ac¬ 
cording  to  God’s  will.” 


More  than  50,000  students  are  en¬ 
rolled  in  Lutheran  seminaries,  col¬ 
leges,  and  high  school,  in  the  U.  S. 
and  Canada,  according  to  the  annual 
report  of  the  National  Lutheran  Ed¬ 
ucational  Conference.  Dr.  Gould 
Wickey,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  the  Conference, 
notes  that  28,468  men  and  19,273 
women  are  studying  in  Lutheran 
schools  across  the  country  during 
the  1958-59  school  year.  The  total 
51,524  students  represents  an  in¬ 
crease  of  more  than  3,500  over  last 
year’s  figure  of  47,741.  Of  these,  11, 
162  are  attending  39  Lutheran  high 
schools,  2,598  are  at  16  junior  col¬ 
leges,  34,298  are  at  31  colleges,  and 
3,468  are  at  21  seminaries. 


Here  is  a  way  to  end 
Your  Church's  .  .  . 
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On  A  Wide 

Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 


Love — For  a  Price 

There  came  into  my  hands  the 
other  day  one  of  those  telegraphic 
forms  on  which  you  can  check  any 
one  of  two  dozen  printed  “mes¬ 
sages,”  and,  for  a  price,  the  company 
will  wire  it  to  your  sweetheart — or 
to  your  grandmother,  as  you  may 
choose.  “Here’s  hoping  your  Easter 
Day  is  as  bright  and  sunny  as  your 
new  Easter  Bonnet”  is  typical  of 
these  modern  greetings  proclaiming 
the  greatest  day  in  Christian  history. 

I  recalled  the  decline  in  original 
and  meaningful  letter-writing,  and 
the  substitution  of  time-saving, 
thought-saving  “messages”  (usually 
inappropriate  to  the  occasion  plus 
the  person)  that  are  substituted  for 
genuine  written  conversation  be¬ 
tween  friends.  Recalled,  too,  some¬ 
one’s  report  that  a  lady,  conva¬ 
lescing  from  an  illness,  was  going 
over  the  cards  she  had  received;  one 
friend  had  instead  written  a  cheer¬ 
ing  letter,  but  the  recipient  com¬ 
mented,  “Huh  .  .  .  too  cheap  to  buy  a 
card!”  So  declines  one  of  the  noblest 
of  the  arts! 

But  then  my  attention  was  at¬ 
tracted  to  this  boxed  note  in  small 
capitals  at  the  foot  of  the  telegram 
form:  “For  only  a  few  cents  addi¬ 
tional,  the  word  ‘Love’  can  be  added 
to  any  of  the  above  texts.” 

“For  only  a  few  cents  additional  .  . 
.  .  .  ‘Love’!”  That,  indeed,  is  the 
grossest  mis-statement  of  all  the 
ages!  Don’t  we  know  that  love  is 
the  most  costly  thing  (as  well  as  the 
greatest)  in  the  world?  That  what 
basically  ails  the  world — and  the 
individuals  who  make  up  the  world 
— is  that  we  haven’t  been  willing  to 
pay  the  high  cost  of  love? 

Just  in  our  relationships  with  a 
member  of  our  family  or  with  a 
friend,  we  do  not  truly  love  with¬ 
out  paying  some  real  price — and  it 
is  a  price  we  really  do  not  begrudge. 
When  we  love  an  individual,  we 
must  put  away  selfishness;  we  must 
share  with  our  friend  (or  relative) 
rather  than  endeavor  to  gain  from 
him;  we  must  try  to  understand  and 
we  must  patiently  endure  even  when 
our  friend  may  seem  wholly  un¬ 
reasonable;  and,  when  all  else  seems 
against  him,  we  must  stand  help¬ 
fully  beside  him — perhaps  even  in 
his  stead.  Think  not,  for  a  moment, 
that  such  love  is  “only  a  few  cents 
additional”:  it  cost  Jesus  his  life — 
and  it  could  cost  any  one  of  us  as 
much. 

Translated  into  terms  of  the  world 
and  of  the  human  race  which  today 
rules  the  world,  love  is  costly — so 
costly  we  have  never  been  willing 
to  try  it.  “Love  your  enemies  .  .  .” 
means,  among  other  things,  that  we 
must  divest  ourselves  of  the  “lux¬ 
ury”  of  nationalistic  hatred,  of  com¬ 
mercial  greed,  of  social  and  econom¬ 
ic  superiority  complexes,  of  racial 
bias,  of  “favored  people”  (or  nation) 
status,  of  illusions  of  industrial  or 
military  “mastery”  and  grandeur; 
instead  we  must  clothe  ourselves 
and  our  nation  in  understanding  and 
humility — perhaps  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes  for  things  in  our  past;  we  must 
share  with  men  of  all  races,  and  na¬ 
tions,  and  beliefs,  and  dispositions — 


Georgetown,  Pa.— AN  AMISH  FAMILY  GETS  POLIO  SHOTS.  Several 
hundred  Amish  flocked  to  the  Bart  Township  fire  hall  here  recently  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  first  Salk  vaccine  shots.  Two  clinics  were  supplied  with  the 
vaccine  by  The  National  Foundation  from  March  of  Dimes  funds.  These 
serious-faced  Mennonites,  whose  beliefs,  dress  and  speech  have  withstood 
change  for  two  hundred  years,  were  realistic  enough  to  take  advantage  of 
the  polio  protection  offered  them.  The  change  in  outlook  toward  inocula¬ 
tion  was  attributed  to  an  outbreak  of  polio  among  Lancaster  County  (Pa.) 
Amish  late  last  year  during  which  four  Amish  were  stricken.  No  deaths  oc¬ 
curred.  This  photo  shows  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Stoltzfus  watch¬ 
ing  as  their  8-year-old  son  Jonathon  gets  his  Salk  shot  from  Dr.  Paul  W. 
Herr,  Quarryville,  Pa.  Father  Leroy,  33,  looks  on  from  left  background. 
Mama  with  Rachel,  6,  and  Daniel,  7,  are  at  right. 


holding  nothing  back,  hiding  noth¬ 
ing;  we  must  understand  that  a 
friend  may  even  injure  us — and  “for 
love”  we  must  be  willing  to  accept 
it  .  .  .  Are  we  able  to  pay  such  a 
price? 

The  paradox  of  all  this  is  that 
when  we  endeavor  to  avoid  the  cost 
imposed  by  love,  we  can  escape  only 
into  the  far  more  costly  fields  of 
misunderstanding,  hate,  avarice, 
competition,  hunger  for  some,  and 
eventually  physical  struggle  and 
war.  Just  in  dollars  alone,  the  avoid¬ 
ance  of  love  has  led  the  world  to  a 
staggering  loss  of  all  this  is  needed 
for  the  physical  maintenance  of 
man;  and,  in  the  realm  of  the  spirit, 
it  has  withheld  for  thousands  of 
years  the  blessings  that  can  be 
man’s.  The  major  portion  of  the 
taxes  we  pay  each  year  are  a  stag¬ 
gering  dollar  cost  of  war — the  final 
antithesis  of  love;  but  the  real  cost 
is  in  youth  who  never  reached  ma¬ 
turity,  in  continuing  loss  and  misery 
for  earth’s  billions. 


Secretary  Benson  Urges 
Widespread  Rural 
Life  Sunday  Observance 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Secre¬ 
tary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Ben¬ 
son  urged  widespread  participation 
in  Rural  Life  Sunday  which  is  be¬ 
ing  observed  on  May  3  this  year. 

In  a  statement  asking  churches, 
schools,  farm  organizations  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  to  join  in  commemorating 
the  day,  Secretary  Benson  said, 
“This  is  an  opportunity  to  deal  real¬ 
istically  with  the  rural  family’s 
needs  in  the  midst  of  changing  con¬ 
ditions  vitally  affecting  rural  life.” 

The  Secretary  stressed  the  need  to 
broaden  Rural  Life  Sunday  and  to 
devise  observances  which  recognize 
the  needs  of  all  rural  dwellers. 


Birth  By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


of  a  tender  plant.  The  fragile  shoot 
from  the  gladiolus  bulb  which  I  had 
planted  weeks  before,  came  up  out 
of  the  compost  and  manure  perfect¬ 
ly  clean.  It  brought  no  dirt  with  it. 
The  dew  distilled  upon  it  and  glis¬ 
tened  in  the  morning  sun.  It  was 
a  clean  beginning.  Look  at  one  some 
time  and  see  if  you  can  find  a  speck 
of  dirt  on  it. 

What  chance  has  this  clean  and 
tender  thing  in  a  tough  and  dirty 
world?  It  has  a  very  good  chance. 
For  the  nature  within  it  is  inde¬ 
structible.  The  product  will  remain 
true  to  the  seed,  whatever  may  as¬ 
sail  it.  True  the  flower  may  be  im¬ 
perfect,  marred  by  many  attacks  of 
enemies.  But  that  inner  and  invisi¬ 
ble  something  which  makes  it  dif¬ 
ferent  from  all  other  plants  is  com¬ 
plete,  perfect  and  immortal.  That  is 
what  brought  it  up  from  the  ground, 
tender  and  clean. 

What  chance  has  a  clean  and  ten¬ 
der  plant  of  human  life  in  this  kind 
of  world?  Much  the  same  chance  as 
my  flower.  For  man  had  a  clean 
birth  too.  God  said;  “Let  us  make 
man  in  our  own  image,  and  after 
our  likeness.”  Our  birth  was  as  clean 
as  God  Himself.  We  will  have  to 
change  our  concept  of  God  if  we 
think  otherwise.  True  the  flower 
and  fruit  of  human  life  are  imper¬ 
fect,  made  so  by  the  attacks  of  ene¬ 
mies.  And  this  marring  has  been 
enlarged  by  our  own  volition,  in 
which  we  are  different  from  the 
flower.  But  that  invisible,  intangi¬ 
ble  quality  which  God  put  there 
and  which  makes  us  different  from 
every  other  creature,  is  complete, 
perfect  and  immortal. 

But  can  tenderness  compete  with 
toughness  in  this  kind  of  world.  It 
can,  for  it  is  of  the  quality  of  God. 
It  is  the  tender  part  of  the  plant 
that  lives  and  grows.  It  is  so  with  us 
too.  The  toughness  of  this  world  is 
dead  or  dying,  self  destroying.  The 
New  Testament  speaks  of  the  “ten¬ 
der  mercy  of  our  God,”  and  exhorts 
us  to  “be  kind  one  to  another,  ten¬ 
der  hearted.” 

A  dead  tree  is  tough.  So  is  a  dead 
soul. 


World  Service  And  Conner tional  Funds  Receipts 


METHODIST  TV  FELLOWSHIP  OF  ADVANCE 

PAID  LAST  FISCAL  PAID  THIS  FISCAL  ANNUAL  ADJUST-  M1NISTHY  FUND  SUFFBHINO  SPECIALS 

YEAH  JUNE  I,  YEAH  JUNB  1,  HD  APPORTION*  JUNE  1,  1958  JUNE  1,  1958  JUNE  1,  1058 

10  5  7  TO  MARCH  10  38  TO  MARCH  MBNT  QUADHEN-  TO  TO  TO 

S1T  1058  31,  1959  NIUM J93«*60  MARCH  31,  1059  MARCH  31,  1959  MARCH  31,  1959 


WEEK  OF 
DEDICATION 
JUNE  1,  1958 
TO 

MARCH  31,  1959 


WHOLE  CHURCH 

8,219.652.00 

8,148,463.89 

11,819,125.00 

152,561.26* 

652,259.37 

5,066,189.58* 

305,215.67 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 
JURISDICTION 

1,185,560.57 

1,069,316.79 

1,704.093.00 

47,737.32 

117,581.31 

835,752.61* 

64,123.00 

ARK. -LA.  AREA 

207,460.09 

206.087.44 

295,576.00 

8,586.65* 

22,855.82 

92,984.53 

14,763.79* 

Little  Rock 

65,006.9! 

63,326.51 

102,462.00 

2,123.09 

8,109.50* 

34,783.88* 

6,424.89* 

Louisiana 

76,498.61 

75,781.08 

94.406.00 

5,031.67* 

8,659.72 

45,702.54 

5,073.55 

North  Arkansas 

65,954.57 

66,979.85* 

98,708.00 

1,431.89* 

6,086.60* 

12,498.11 

3,265.35 

‘Indicates  increase  over  previous  year. 
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Dr.  Harry  Denman  Says  .  .  .  Methodist  Church 

Will  Need  2  Million  Member  Increase 
To  Keep  Pace  with  Population  Growth 

Miami  Beach  (MI) — The  Methodist  Church  will  need  to  have  a  net 
increase  of  2,000,000  members  in  the  next  ten  years  if  it  is  to  keep  pace 
with  the  growing  U.  S.  population. 

This  statement  was  made  here  today  by  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  executive  head  of  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Methodist 
Church.  He  addressed  the  opening  session  of  the  three-day  annual  meeting 
of  the  board  at  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel. 

In  his  annual  report,  Dr.  Denman  said  that  the  membership  report  for 
1958  showed  9,691,916  members  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  its  territories.  This  was  a  net  increase  of  125,287  over  the 
previous  year. 

Dr.  Denman  pointed  out  that  while  The  Methodist  Church  membership 
grew  by  1.3  per  cent  from  1957  to  1958  the  U.  S.  population  grew  1.7  per 


Over  200  Attend 
Centenary  Fund 
Kickoff  Meeting 

More  than  200  volunteer  workers 
attended  the  General  Campaign 
Kickoff  for  Centenary’s  1959  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund  Monday  evening, 
April  27th,  in  the  Crystal  Ballroom 
of  the  Washington- Youree  Hotel. 

General  Campaign  Chairman 
Robert  F.  Scott  reminded  those 
present  that  the  community  was 
solidly  behind  the  long-range  de¬ 
velopment  program  to  build  a  great¬ 
er  Centenary  and  expressed  confi¬ 
dence  that  the  $1,700,000  goal  for 
“immediate  needs”  would  be 
achieved. 

Paul  M.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  presided  during 
the  initial  part  of  the  meeting  dur¬ 
ing  which  various  division  chair¬ 
men  made  progress  reports  and  the 
group  heard  an  address  by  Charlton 
H.  Lyons,  Sr.,  entitled  “The  Vital 
Role  of  Private  Education.” 

The  Advance  Gifts  Division  still 
has  more  than  half  of  its  prospects 
to  visit  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  made  by  Howard  Crumley, 
division  co-chairman.  George  Nel¬ 
son,  co-chairman  of  Special  Gifts 
stated  that  his  group  had  seen  10% 
of  their  prospects  to  date.  The  Rev¬ 
erend  Leonard  Cooke,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  G.  W.  “Bill”  James  of 
Ruston,  Louisiana,  who  is  Area 
chairman,  reported  that  committees 
were  being  formed  in  various  dis¬ 
tricts  throughout  Louisiana  and  that 
solicitation  would  be  conducted 
among  area  prospects  during  the 
coming  month. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Entrikin,  chairman  of 
the  College  Family  Division,  report¬ 
ed  that  faculty  solicitation  is  better 
than  50%  completed  and  that  the 
student  solicitation  will  be  held  be¬ 
tween  May  1st  and  15th.  He  also 
advised  that  solicitation  among 
Centenary’s  alumni  would  be  held 
during  May.  Walter  Pfeiffer,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Public  Information  Com¬ 
mittee,  outlined  the  various  activ¬ 
ities  being  conducted  by  sub-com¬ 
mittees  in  charge  of  news  media, 
display,  speaker’s  bureau  and  spe¬ 
cial  events. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  President  of 
Centenary  College,  reviewed  the 
campaign  brochure  for  the  group 
and  outlined  both  the  “immediate 
needs”  and  the  “10-Year  Master 
Plan  of  Development.”  Emmett 
Hook  and  Henry  Bronner,  co-chair¬ 
men  of  the  General  Gifts  Division, 
handled  the  latter  part  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  during  which  time  workers  in 
General  Gifts  were  given  final  in¬ 
structions,  volunteer  kits  and  an 
opportunity  to  select  those  prospects 
which  they  will  visit  on  behalf  of 
the  Development  Fund. 

Mr.  Hook  announced  that  the  first 
general  report  meeting  will  be  held 
Tuesday  noon,  May  5th,  in  the  Lake 
Room  of  the  Captain  Shreve  Hotel. 
Workers  in  all  divisions  will  attend 
this  meeting  and  make  their  first 


cent. 

“If  we  are  to  be  an  evangelistic 
church,”  he  said,  “our  percentage 
of  increase  must  not  merely  keep 
pace  with  that  of  population.  It 
must  be  larger.” 

The  board  promotes  Methodism's 
evangelistic  work  internationally 
(in  cooperation  with  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions),  nationally,  re¬ 
gionally,  and  in  the  denomination’s 
approximately  40,000  churches.  Its 
47  members  include  seven  bishops, 
other  ministers,  and  laymen. 

As  he  did  in  last  year’s  annual 
report,  Dr.  Denman  recommended 
that  The  Methodist  Church,  have  a 
"Decade  of  Dynamic  Discipleship 
for  Evangelism”  during  the  1960’s. 
Among  the  things  that  would  be 
emphasized  during  the  decade 
would  be  prayer,  Bible  reading, 
evangelistic  witnessing  through  re¬ 
vivals,  mass  evangelism,  visitation 
evangelism,  e  t  c„  indoctrinating 
church  members  in  the  Christian 
and  Methodist  beliefs,  starting 
new  churches,  and  recruitment  of 
ministers  and  missionaries. 

“The  Methodist  Church  is  at  the 
crossroads,”  said  Dr.  Denman. 
“During  the  1960’s,  it  will  become 
a  church  to  reach  the  masses  to  do 
God’s  will,  which  will  change  com¬ 
munities  and  the  world,  or  it  will 
become  a  church  of  suburbia  and 
will  be  permeated  and  saturated 
by  the  will  of  secular  man.” 

“During  the  1960’s,”  he  said, 
“people  must  choose  God’s  way  as 
Christ  did — not  the  American  way 
of  life,  not  the  Russian  way  of  life. 
The  American  and  Russian  ways 
of  life  must  become  God’s  way. 
The  world  must  do  God’s  will  or  it 
will  destroy  itself.” 

Dr.  Denman  said  the  world  is 
waiting  for  an  evangelistic  move¬ 
ment,  and  he  recommended  that 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  call 
a  World  Congress  on  Evangelism 
“to  stir  the  several  denominations 
to  launch  a  great  world  evangelis¬ 
tic  movement.”  “It  could  save  civi¬ 
lization  from  destruction,”  he  said. 

Other  speakers  were  Bishop  W. 


public  report.  Additional  meetings 
are  scheduled  for  Monday,  May 
11th,  Tuesday,  May  19th,  and  Tues¬ 
day,  May  26th. 


Episcopal  Residence 
Dedication  Held 

The  Episcopal  Residence  of  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  an  appropriate  service  late 
Monday  afternoon  of  last  week. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  led  in  the 
act  of  dedication  in  the  presence  of 
members  of  the  Commission  on 
Episcopal  Residence  and  their  wives, 
the  district  superintendents  of  the 
two  Arkansas  Conferences  and  their 
wives,  and  other  guests. 

The  residence,  located  at  3909 
South  Lookout  in  the  Pulaski 
Heights  section  of  Little  Rock,  was 
completed  and  occupied  by  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Martin  in  late  1952. 

Among  those  participating  in  the 
services  with  Bishop  Martin  were 
Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe  of  North  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway  of 
Little  Rock,  Joe  T.  Thompson  of 
Little  Rock,  Rev.  A.  C.  Carraway  of 
Ashdown  and  Rev.  H.  O.  Eggen- 
sperger  of  Conway. 

Mrs.  Kenneth  L.  Spore  of  Monti- 
cello  sang  “Bless  This  House.” 

Dr.  Goodloe,  R.  J.  Rice  and  J. 
Frank  Warden,  all  of  North  Little 
Rock,  represent  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  on  the  Episcopal 
Residence  Commission.  Rev.  Mr. 
Galloway,  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mrs. 
H.  King  Wade  of  Hot  Springs  are 
Little  Rock  Conference  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  Commission. 

Payment  was  completed  early 
this  year  on  the  Episcopal  Residence 
debt. 


Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  and  Bishop  Fred  P. 
Corson,  Philadelphia,  president  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Education. 

Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  spoke  at  the  dinner  ob¬ 
serving  the  beginnings  of  the  25th 
anniversary  year  of  The  Upper 
Room,  internationally  circulated 
daily  devotional  guide  published 
by  the  board. 


Summer  Evangelism 
Program  Sponsored 
By  General  Board 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — A  summer 
evangelism  program  with  about  125 
theological  students  as  the  leaders 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  entire  group  will  be  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  from  June  23  to  July 
3  for  training  and  city-wide  evan¬ 
gelistic  mission  workshop.  The 
training  will  be  at  Drake  Universi¬ 
ty. 

Then  from  July  6  through  August 
30,  twenty-five  or  more  of  them  will 
do  field  work  in  evangelism  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  country.  They  will 
do  such  things  as  helping  start  new 
churches,  holding  revivals,  training 
laymen  and  youth  in  visitation 
evangelism,  and  making  surveys. 

It  is  expected  that  the  25  or  more 
will  be  employed  by  churches,  city 
missionary  societies,  and  Methodist 
districts  and  conferences. 

Leaders  for  the  training  period 
and  workshop  in  ]J)es  Moines  will  be 
Bishop  F.  Gerald  E  n  s  1  e  y,  Des 
Moines,  head  of  the  Iowa  Area  of 
The  Methodist  Church;  the  Rev. 
Randle  Dew,  staff  member  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.;  the  Rev.  Ray  W.  Rags¬ 
dale,  Los  Angeles,  superintendent  of 
the  Los  Angeles  District  of  The 
Methodist  Church;  and  Dr.  Glen 
Johnson,  minister  of  music  at  Lov¬ 
ers  Lane  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas. 

All  of  the  students  will  be  se¬ 
lected  and  trained  by  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  said  Dr.  Har¬ 
ry  Denman,  Nashville,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  board. 

The  project  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Leslie  J.  Ross,  Nashville, 
director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism’s  Department  of  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Movements. 

This  will  be  the  sixth  year  that 
the  project  has  been  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 
It  formerly  was  known  as  the  “70- 
E”  program. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  May  7-May  16  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


May  7  .  Colossians  1:9-20 

May  8  Colossians  1:21-29 

May  9  Colossians  2:1-15 

May  10  Colossians  2:16-23 

May  11  .  Colossians  3:1-11 

May  12  .  Colossians  3:12-25 

May  13  Colossians  4:1-9 

May  14  Colossians  4:10-18 

May  15  .  I  Thessalonians  1:1-10 

May  16  .  I  Thessalonians  2:1-12 


National  Town  and 
Country  Conference 
Plans  Completed 

Set  for  Wichita,  Kansas 

July  21-24 

Wichita,  Kansas  (MI)  —  Final 
touches  are  being  put  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  Fourth  National  Meth¬ 
odist  Town  and  Country  Conference 
to  be  held  here  July  21-24. 

At  a  recent  meeting  here  the 
church’s  Interboard  Committee  on 
Town  and  Country  Work  and  the 
program  committee  for  the  national 
conference  heard  progress  reports 
by  study  group  leaders  and  surveyed 
other  phases  of  the  conference  pro¬ 
gram. 

Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voigt  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  S.D.,  is  general  chairman  of 
the  conference,  which  has  been 
called  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
is  supported  by  eight  Methodist 
general  agencies. 

These  include:  The  Division  of 
the  Local  Church  and  the  Division 
of  Educational  Institutions  of  the 
Board  of  Education;  the  Board  of 
Evangelism;  the  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities;  the  Division  of  National 
Missions,  the  Division  of  World 
Missions  and  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Board  of 
Missions;  and  the  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL  SALUTE  —  Vice- 
President  Nixon  congratulates  Bishop  Mary  in  A.  Franklin  ol  Jackson,  Miss, 
(right),  on  his  election  as  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  here.  Looking  on  is  Bishop  Frank¬ 
lin's  predecessor,  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington.  As  head  of 
the  51  -member  council  for  the  next  year,  the  Georgia-born  bishop  will  be 
his  Church's  highest  ranking  official.  He  was  elected  a  bishop  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  in  1948  while  serving  as  pastor  of  Highlands 
Methodist  church,  Birmingham,  Ala.  (RNS  Photo) 

Bishops  Take  Advantage  of  Capital  Session 

By  Methodist  Information 


Purpose  of  the  conference  is  “to 
develop  a  more  effective  strategy, 
more  effective  patterns  of  procedure 
and  organization  in  the  community, 
more  effective  local  church  pro¬ 
grams  through  tjje  commissions,  and 
more  effective  leadership  training 
for  town  and  country  churches  in 
Methodism  throughout  the  world.” 

About  1,200  delegates  from  all 
sections  of  the  nation  and  overseas 
are  expected  to  attend.  Principal  as¬ 
semblies  will  be  held  in  the  Broad¬ 
view  hotel,  with  discussion  groups 
set  for  the  downtown  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  F.  Sanford  of  1701 
Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  director 
of  the  town  and  country  department 
of  the  Division  of  National  Missions, 
is  in  charge  of  advance  registrations. 

Four  major  topics  are  being  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  following  leaders: 
“T  h  e  Town  and  Country  Church 
Considers  Its  Nature,  Purpose  and 
Message,”  Prof.  M.  Wilson  Nesbitt  of 
Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.; 
“Methodism  Organized  to  Face  the 
Challenge  of  Town  and  Country,” 
Prof.  Marvin  T.  Judy  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas; 
“Town  and  Country  Church  Leader¬ 
ship  in  a  Changing  Society,”  the 
Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  “The 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Chang¬ 
ing  Community,”  Prof.  Rockwell  C. 
Smith  of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute, 
Evanston,  Ill. 

A  series  of  resource  clinics  on 
more  than  a  score  of  topics  is  being 
planned  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Herbert  E.  Stotts  of  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology. 


Beginning  with  the  White  House  and  including  the  Capitol,  Pentagon 
and  Supreme  Court,  doors  of  the  nation’s  statemen  were  thrown  wide  to 
fifty  Methodist  bishops  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  April  14-17. 

Fitted  into  the  four-day  schedule  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  were  nine 
interviews  and  conferences  with  top  spokesmen  of  government.  All  three 
branches,  executive,  judicial  and  legislative,  were  visited  by  the  bishops. 

At  the  White  House  the  scene,  with  marked  differences,  re-enacted  a 
visit  made  in  1789  to  President  George  Washington  by  the  two  bishops  of 
the  then  five-year-old  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  as  president  of  and  spokesman  for,  the 
Council,  repeated  to  President  Eisenhower  the  pledges  of  loyalty  originally 


TRAFCO  Receives 
Approval  For 
Property  Purchase 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  will  buy  its  national 
headquarters  building,  at  1525  Mc- 
Gavock  Street  here,  from  the  Pro¬ 
tective  Insurance  Agency  for  $134, 
000. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer, 
Nashville,  general  secretary  of  the 
commission,  which  is  called  TRAF¬ 
CO. 

Approval  of  the  purchase  was 
given  April  20  by  Methodism’s  Co¬ 
ordinating  Council,  meeting  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  said  Dr.  Spencer.  A  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  property  he 
bought  had  been  approved  earlier 
by  TRAFCO  at  its  annual  meeting 
here  in  March. 

TRAFCO  serves  Methodist  boards 
and  agencies  in  producing  motion 
pictures,  film  strips,  and  other 
audio-visuals.  It  produces  television 
and  radio  programs  and  has  several 
other  functions. 

TRAFCO  has  been  renting  space 
in  the  building  since  November, 
1954.  Its  national  offices  and  studios 
are  located  there. 

The  building  has  13,800  square 
feet  of  floor  space. 

Several  officials  of  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  appeared  before 
the  Coordinating  Council  to  outline 


made  to  the  first  president  by  pio¬ 
neer  bishops  Coke  and  Asbury.  Then 
he  quoted  President  Washington’s 
expressions  of  goodwill  to  the  newly 
organized  denomination. 

Noting  that  the  bishops  of  The 
Methodist  Church  actively  serving 
in  the  U.S.  had  enlarged  from  two 
to  thirty-seven  since  the  days  of 
Asbury,  President  Eisenhower  re¬ 
marked  that  his  cabinet  and  the  of¬ 
ficials  of  government  had  also  con¬ 
siderably  expanded. 

Among  the  bishops  who  were 
guests  of  the  President  were  Bishop 
Clifford  Northcott  of  Madison,  Wis¬ 
consin,  whose  wife  was  a  childhood 
school  and  Sunday  school  mate  of 
the  President  in  Abilene,  Kansas. 
Mr.  Eisenhower,  when  greeting 
Bishop  Northcott  said,  “Give  my 
greetings  to  Florence.” 

The  bishops  later  visited  Vice 
President  Nixon  in  his  office  in  the 
Capitol  and  the  secretariats  of  two 
cabinet  members,  Neil  H.  McElroy 
of  the  Department  of  Defense  and 
Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming  of  the 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  De¬ 
partment.  General  Nathan  F.  Twin- 


their  long-range  expansion  program 
and  received  the  council’s  hearty 
approval  of  the  plans.  Action  on 
specific  sale  or  purchase  of  prop¬ 
erty  by  the  Publishing  House  will 
come  before  the  council  when  such 
situations  arise  in  connection  with 
the  expansion  program.  Bishop  H. 
Bascom  Watts  of  Lincoln,  Nebr., 
heads  the  council’s  property  com¬ 
mittee. 


Board  Studies  Need 
For  Industrial 
Relations  Institute 

Chicago  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations  will  explore  the 
possibility  of  setting  up  a  permanent 
institute  of  industrial  relations  at 
some  Methodist  university  or  semi¬ 
nary.  This  action  was  taken  at  the 
board’s  semi-annual  meeting  in 
Chicago  April  22-23. 

A  special  committee  will  check  on 
the  establishment  of  such  an  insti¬ 
tute  and  report  back  at  the  Board’s 
next  meeting.  Purpose  of  the  insti¬ 
tute  will  be  to  provide  in-service 
training  in  industrial  relations  for 
both  ministers  and  laymen. 

The  board  also  authorized  the 
publication  of  a  basic  handbook  on 
industrial  relations  for  use  in  local 
churches. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  heard 
progress  reports  on  several  studies 
being  conducted  under  its  auspices, 
including  a  four-volume  study  on 
“A  Methodist  Enquiry  Into  Social 
Thought  and  Action,”  a  study  book 
on  the  church  and  social  welfare, 
and  a  study  being  conducted  on 
Communism  and  Christianity. 

Reports  of  heavy  schedules  of 
field  work  were  given  by  the  Rev. 
A.  Dudley  Ward  of  Chicago,  general 
secretary,  and  the  Rev.  Emerson  W. 
Smith,  associate  secretary. 

Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe  of  North 
Little  Rock,  board  member,  was  in 
attendance  at  the  Board  sessions. 

Methodism  Has  576 
Chaplains  in  Service 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Church  now  has  576  chap¬ 
lains  on  active  duty  in  the  armed 
forces  and  institutions,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Commission  on  Chaplains 
reported  here  at  its  semi-annual 
meeting,  April  21. 

In  addition,  477  ministers  are  re¬ 
serve  chaplains  and  subject  to  re¬ 
call  by  the  military  if  needed. 

Chaplains  on  active  duty  in  the 
military  number  178  in  the  air  force; 
151  in  the  army;  119  in  the  navy, 
and  53  in  the  Veterans  Administra¬ 
tion. 

Civilian  chaplains  related  to  the 
Commission  include  45  assigned  to 
hospitals  and  homes,  27  serving  in 
correctional  institutions  and  three 
in  industry. 

The  Commission  endorsed  47  min¬ 
isters  for  the  chaplaincy,  including 
a  woman,  the  Rev.  Louise  Long,  who 
is  chaplain  at  the  Modesto,  Calif., 
State  Hospital. 


ing  addressed  the  bishops  at  the 
Pentagon. 

Chief  Justice  Earl  Warren  met 
the  bishops  in  the  Supreme  Court 
building,  nearest  neighbor  among 
government  buildings  to  Washing¬ 
ton’s  Methodist  headquarters. 

On  the  legislative  side  the  bishops 
found  time  to  meet  with  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  upper  house  of  Congress: 
Senators  Hubert  Humphrey  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  John  F.  Kennedy  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Lyndon  Johnson  of 
Texas.  The  interviews  were  ar¬ 
ranged  with  the  understanding  on 
the  part  of  the  bishops  that  their 
hosts  would  not  be  quoted. 

While  the  bishops  made  these  im¬ 
mediate  contacts  with  domestic  gov¬ 
ernment,  most  other  parts  of  the 
world  came  sharply  to  their  atten¬ 
tion. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  BREAK  GROUND  FOR  $ 8,000,000  METH¬ 
ODIST  HOSPITAL  —  Rep.  John  W.  McCormack  (D-Mass.),  House  majority 
leader  (left),  helps  break  ground  for  the  new  $8,000,000  Sibley  Hospital 
as  Methodist  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  looks  on. 
Mr.  McCormack  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  ceremony  in  recognition 
of  his  assistance  in  obtaining  legislation  permitting  the  Methodist  hospital 
to  locate  on  a  19-acre  tract  near  American  University.  The  new  Lucy  Webb 
Hayes  School  of  Nursing,  named  after  the  wife  of  President  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  will  be  located  in  an  adjoining  building.  (RNS  Photo) 


According  To  Post  Office  Department 

Obscene  Mail  Traffic  Placed  At  1/2  Billion 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Postmaster  General  Arthur  E.  Sum- 
merfield  asked  Congress  to  enact  stronger  legislation  to  curb  a  $500,000,000 
business  in  obscenity  and  pornography  which  he  said  is  being  carried  on 
annually  through  the  U.S.  mails. 

The  liberal  definition  of  “obscenity”  handed  down  by  certain  federal 
district  courts,  notably  in  the  Los  Angeles  and  New  York  metropolitan 
areas  have  “established  virtual  sanctuaries  in  which  dealers  in  obscenity 
have  operated  with  impunity,”  he  charged. 


Moscow  Fair  To 
Get  American 
Religious  Exhibit 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Direc¬ 
tor  George  V.  Allen  of  the  U.S.  In¬ 
formation  Agency  has  assured  Sen. 
Thomas  J.  Dodd  (D.-Conn.)  that  the 
American  exhibit  at  the  Moscow 
Fair  this  summer  will  include  some 
representation  of  religious  life  in 
this  country. 

Sen.  Dodd  had  written  Mr.  Allen 
to  complain  that  the  United  States 
took  no  formal  notice  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  life  of  its  citizens  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  pavilion  at  the  Brussels  Worlds 
Fair  and  said  “the  mistake  must  not 


be  repeated”  in  connection  with  the 
widely-publicized  exhibit  the  U.S. 
is  now  erecting  in  Moscow. 

Mr.  Allen  assured  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  senator  that  “the  exhibition  will 
illustrate  the  persuasive  influence  of 
religion  in  American  life  in  a  variety 
of  ways.” 

Among  the  things  that  will  be 
shown,  the  Information  Agency 
chief  said,  will  be  “the  role  of  the 
Church  and  church-affiliated  groups 
in  community  affairs;  the  pride  we 
take  in  our  traditional  and  modern 
ecclesiastical  architecture;  typical 
American  families  exercising  their 
right  to  worship  as  they  please  in 
accordance  with  our  constitutional 
provisions  for  freedom  of  worship; 
and  separation  of  Church  and  State.” 

Mr.  Allen  did  not  disclose  details 
as  to  how  these  subjects  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  exhibit. 


The  Postmaster  General  followed 
up  his  plea  with  a  private  showing 
to  committee  members  and  the  press 
of  some  of  the  many  tons  of  material 
seized  from  the  U.  S.  mails  in  re¬ 
cent  months.  Shocked  and  angered 
legislators  emerged  from  the  exhibit 
of  the  department’s  evidence  pledg¬ 
ing  action  to  strengthen  enforce¬ 
ment. 

Rep.  Kathryn  E.  Granahan  (D.- 
Pa.},  chairman  of  the  House  sub¬ 
committee  on  postal  operations,  op¬ 
ened  the  hearings,  which  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  continue  for  several  weeks, 
with  an  announcement  that  Con¬ 
gress  is  determined  to  find  a  means 
of  stopping  peddlers  of  smut  from 
using  mailing  lists  containing  the 
names  Of  juveniles  to  distribute  cir¬ 
culars  offering  nude  pictures  and 
other  pornographic  items. 

“The  American  public  has  a  right 
to  resent  it  when  they  and  their 
families  are  forced  to  be  a  captive 
audience,  subject  to  bombardment 
through  the  avenues  of  the  mails  by 
material  to  which  they  plainly  ob¬ 
ject,”  Mrs.  Granahan  declared. 

As  an  example  of  this  practice, 
she  charged  that  parents  who  have 
ordered  educational  maps  for  their 
children  from  one  of  America’s  larg¬ 
est  and  most  reputable  map-makers 
subsequently  found  their  children 
receiving  circulars  from  smut  deal¬ 
ers. 

“Apparently  this  company  sold  its 
mailing  list  without  checking  up  as 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  would 
be  used,”  she  declared. 

Mr.  Summerfield  responded  that 
it  is  a  common  practice  of  business 
firms  to  sell  their  mailing  lists  to 
brokers  who  rent  them  to  other 
direct-mail  solicitors  and  said  that 
the  experience  of  this  firm  “indi¬ 
cates  the  danger  inherent  in  this 
practice.” 


Stresses  Need  For 
Low  Cost  Church 

Chicago  (RNS)  —  Dr.  John  W. 
Harms,  executive  vice-president  of 
the-  Church  Federation  of  Greater 
Chicago,  stressed  the  need  for  a 
church  building  that  corresponds  to 
the  prefab  home  now  within  the 
cost  range  of  a  great  segment  of 
American  society. 

Addressing  the  national  Church 
Design  and  Building  Conference 
here,  he  said  that  “somehow  we 
must  find  ways  and  means  to  de¬ 
sign  church  facilities  which  can 
serve  the  people  during  the  begin¬ 
ning  months  and  first  few  years  of 
the  congregation’s  existence.” 

Dr.  Harms  described  the  circum¬ 
stances  surrounding  the  building 
plans  of  many  congregations  as  a 
“vicious  circle.”  If  the  church  keeps 
its  plan  within  the  money  on  hand, 
he  said,  it  simply  doesn’t  have 
enough  facilities,  “if  it  builds  ade¬ 
quately  by  some  hook  or  crook,  it  is 
loaded  with  indebtedness  the  mem¬ 
bership  cannot  affix'd  to  carry.” 

He  urged  architects,  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  building  materials,  financing 
experts  and  church  extension  offi¬ 
cials  to  pool  their  efforts  to  improve 
methods  of  church  construction  and 
financing. 

Dr.  Harms  pointed  out  that  since 
the  1920’s  the  typical  home  mort¬ 
gage  period  has  been  extended  from 
10  years  to  20  and  even  30  years, 
while  repayment  for  church  con¬ 
struction  is  still  limited  to  10  or  15 
years.  He  said  denominations  favor 
short-term  loans  as  a  way  of  spread¬ 
ing  church  extension  funds  to  a 
greater  number  of  new  congrega¬ 
tions. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  EISENHOWER  GETS  FIRST  NEW 
ARMED  FORCES  HYMNAL  —  Members  of  the  Armed  Forces 
Chaplains  Board  present  President  Eisenhower  with  the  first  copy 
of  the  new  Armed  Forces  Hymnal,  which  replaces  the  Army-Navy 
Hymnal  published  in  1941.  Shown  left  to  right  are:  Rear  Adm. 
George  A.  Ross  (Roman  Catholic),  Navy  chief  of  chaplains;  Maj. 
Gen.  Terence  P.  Finnegan  (Roman  Catholic),  Air  Force  chief  of 
chaplains  and  chairman  of  the  Board;  the  President;  Maj.  Gen. 
Frank  A.  Tobey  (American  Baptist),  Army  chief  of  chaplains;  and 
Lt.  Cmdr.  Samuel  Sobel,  U.S.  Navy,  Jewish  consultant  to  the  Board. 
Eight  years  in  preparation  by  an  intercreedal  committee  of  chap¬ 
lains  and  outside  consultants,  the  new  hymnal  has  three  sections — 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish —  and  contains  Scripture  readings, 
prayers  and  orders  of  worship  as  well  as  the  best-known  hymns  of 
the  three  faiths.  (RNS  Photo) 
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A  Token  Of  Active  Repentance 

ONE  of  the  most  interesting  and  thought-provoking  instances 
of  action  based  on  Christian  motivation  is  that  of  a  group 
of  27  East  and  West  German  youth  now  engaged  in  works 
of  repentance  for  suffering  caused  by  Nazi  tyranny  before  and  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II.  According  to  Religious  News  Service,  these 
youth  are  the  first  contingent  of  young  volunteers,  which  may 
eventually  number  a  hundred,  who  will  work  to  build  churches, 
hospitals  and  welfare  institutions  or  perform  other  work  symbolic 
of  reparation  in  lands  which  suffered  at  German  hands  during  the 
last  war.  These  countries  include  the  Netherlands,  Poland,  Russia, 
Israel,  France,  Norway  and  Yugoslavia. 

The  first  group  will  work  in  southern  Holland  with  members 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  to  rehabilitate  a  one-time  inun¬ 
dated  area. 

In  this  day  of  general  international  unrest  with  salvos  of 
boasts  of  military  superiority  and  threats  of  annihilation  being 
fired  from  East  and  West,  this  move  by  German  youth  as  a  gesture 
of  sorrow  for  sins  of  their  fathers  is  indeed  refreshing.  What  else 
but  the  Christian  faith  could  move  people,  even  young  people,  to 
such  action?  If  peace,  real  and  lasting  peace,  is  ever  to  come  to 
this  world,  it  will  come  as  Christian  witnesses  such  as  these  are 
multiplied  manifold  till  all  the  world’s  people  may  see  the  re¬ 
demptive  power  of  the  Christian  gospel  through  the  lives  of  Chris¬ 
tians  themselves. 

Houses  With  Homes 

NEVER  before  has  there  been  such  a  need  for  concern  for 
strong  family  ties  as  today.  The  family  unit  remains  the 
basic  social  unit.  When  this  unit  is  weak,  repercussions  are 
felt  throughout  society.  When  the  family  unit  is  strong,  society  is 
strengthened  in  practically  every  area.  Many  of  society’s  weak¬ 
nesses  today  can  be  traced  to  a  lessening  of  family  ties. 

This  family  predicament  represents  one  of  the  great  paradoxes 
of  any  generation.  Never  before  have  there  been  so  many  factors 
ordinarily  thought  of  as  necessary  for  strong  home  life.  High  liv¬ 
ing  standards,  record  incomes,  comparatively  low  unemployment, 
better  horned  highly  developed  recreational  facilities,  excellent 
medical  care,  all  these  and  many  other  factors  can  be  listed  which 
are  commonly  accepted  as  necessary  for  personal  and  family  hap¬ 
piness.  On  the  other  hand,  a  couple  of  world  wars  and  a  prolonged 
cold  war  make  the  future  highly  uncertain.  This  uncertainty 
coupled  with  a  shattered  basic  faith  for  many  in  life’s  goodness 
have  left  many  families  with  little  on  which  to  build  a  real  home 
life. 

We  believe  that  much  of  today’s  trouble  in  family  life  stems 
from  the  wrong  conception  of  what  constitutes  the  basic  ingredi¬ 
ents  for  happy  and  strong  homes.  The  emphasis  on  materialism 
and  pleasure,  the  preoccupation  of  so  many,  has  led  to  a  convic¬ 
tion  by  homemakers  that  the  acquisition  of  modern  appliances  and 
gadgets  will  inevitably  lead  to  a  happy  home  life.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  the  results  have  been  many  fine  houses,  fully  equipped, 
with  not  much  of  a  real  home  as  far  as  family  living  and  loving  are 
concerned. 

Too  many  parents  are  content  to  pass  on  to  schools  and 
churches  (in  that  order)  the  responsibility  for  doing  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  what  ought  to  be  done  at  home.  One  would  be  foolish  to 
minimize  what  schools  and  churches  should  do  for  children.  Their 
opportunity  is  unlimited.  However,  nothing,  not  even  the  finest 
public  or  private  school  or  strongest  church,  is  an  adequate  substi¬ 
tute  for  a  well-adjusted,  strong  home  life.  Indeed,  the  best  think¬ 
ing  today  seems  to  suggest  that  the  love  and  care  a  child  gets  dur¬ 
ing  his  or  her  pre-school  and  active  church  experience  has  a  great 


The  Living  Scriptures __  by  Jack  Hamm 

Tools  That  Can  Never  Build  A  Free  World 


deal  to  do  with  what  the  school  and  church  are  able  to  do  as  the 
child  begins  to  mature  socially,  mentally  and  spiritually.  Mind 
you,  these  pre-school  years  are  also  before  the  child  has  become 
old  enough  to  become  addicted  to  the  thousand  and  one  twentieth 
century  gadgets  which  seem  to  have  captured  the  fancy  of  so  many. 

One  of  the  ideas  of  the  past  generations  now  being  currently 
exploded  is  that  each  succeeding  generation  will  be  somewhat 
more  enlightened  and  less  prejudiced  than  its  preceding  one.  To¬ 
day’s  developments  suggest  that  this  point  of  view  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  true.  It  is  true  when  in  home  life  conditions  are  favorable 
and  a  sincere  effort  is  made  to  surround  children  with  love,  con¬ 
cern,  faith,  and  right  attitudes  toward  other  people.  But  in  a  house 
where  there  is  not  a  home,  where  love  is  reserved  for  interests  out¬ 
side  he  home,  and  prejudices  are  transferrd  to  children,  there  is 
certainly  nothing  inevitable  about  enlightenment  and  progress  in 
the  coming  generation. 

One  of  the  significantly  great  opportunities  facing  the  Church 
today  is  in  the  field  of  strengthening  family  ties.  Generally  speak¬ 
ing,  we  believe  that  most  churches  are  aware  of  this  opportunity 
and  are  becoming  more  and  more  prepared  to  meet  it.  The  great 
difficulty  facing  the  Church  in  working  in  this  field  is  convincing 
those  the  churches  want  most  to  help  that  churches  really  have 
the  help  they  need.  Fortunately,  churches  have  already  been  at 
work  in  his  field  for  several  years.  Possibly,  the  Church  will  be 
far  more  effective  in  the  future  at  this  point  than  in  the  past. 
Young  people  of  today  who  will  be  tomorrow’s  homemakers  will 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  become  more  acquainted  with  what 
the  Church  has  to  offer  in  homemaking. 

Every  community  and  town  of  any  size  has  a  new  housing  de¬ 
velopment.  The  Church’s  concern  is  that  every  community  and 
town,  yes,  every  family,  will  have  a  home  development  program. 
There  should  be  a  home,  a  Christian  home,  in  every  house.  To¬ 
morrow’s  generation  deserves  it. 
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The  Every  Member  Canvass 

God  Is  Seeking  You 

By  Reuel  H.  Allen 


One  central  fact  in  the  New  Testament 
overshadows  all  other  facts.  One  may  state  this 
fact  in  a  single,  straightforward  sentence:  The 
New  Testament  is  a  record  of  God’s  search  for 
you.  “For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave 
His  only  Son  .  .  for  you.  Jesus  was  born, 
taught,  preached",  healed,  lived,  loved  and  died 
for  you.  This  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  the  end,  of  the  Christian  gospel — 
God  is  seeking  you.  This  is  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  it  is  the  best  news  ever. 

God  is  seeking  you.  This  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  fact  in  all  the  world.  But  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  side  to  God’s  search — your  side.  This  means 
that  God  cannot  find  you  until  you  are  willing 
to  be  found.  No  matter  how  earnestly,  how 
faithfully  and  lovingly  God  seeks  you,  He  can¬ 
not  find  you  until  you  consent  to  be  found.  God 
calls,  but  you  must  answer. 

God  is  seeking  you,  but  He  cannot  find 
you  and  claim  you  fully  for  His  own  until  you 
are  willing  to  give  Him  your  heart.  Now  the 
writers  of  the  Bible  use  the  word  “heart”  to 
describe  the  whole  person,  or  the  complete  self, 
or  the  total  personality.  They  do  not  mean  a 
sentimental,  romantic  “feeling.”  By  “heart”  they 
mean  the  feeling  person,  the  thinking  person, 
and  the  person  who  wills  to  do.  Thus  when  God 
seeks  your  heart,  He  is  seeking  all  there  is  of 
you — your  feelings,  your  mind,  and  your  will. 
God  does  not  want  only  a  fragment  of  you, 
either  your  feelings,  or  your  mind,  or  your  will. 
He  wants  your  feelings  and  your  mind  and  your 
will,  because  He  wants  you,  ALL  there  is  of 
you. 

God  is  seeking  you,  all  there  is  of  you.  This 
fact  looms  large  as  we  approach  Loyalty  Sun¬ 
day,  at  which  time  we  will  make  our  pledges 
to  guarantee  the  financial  program  of  our  church. 
For  there  persists  the  subtle  danger  that  we 
will  get  lost  in  a  maze  of  promotion,  publicity, 
and  propaganda,  and  thereby  forget  the  major 
purpose  of  every  financial  drive.  The  purpose 
is  to  claim  the  giver  for  God.  Your  gifts  are 
important,  tremendously  important,  because 
every  church  goes  forward  or  backward  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  giving  habits  of  its  people.  But  what 
is  most  important  is  not  your  gift,  but  you,  the 
giver.  God  is  seeking  your  gifts,  and  needs  your 
gifts;  but  far  more,  God  seeks  and  needs  you. 

Christian  Needs  Two  Conversions 

Martin  Luther,  the  father  of  Protestantism, 
once  said:  “Every  Christian  needs  two  conver¬ 
sions — one  of  his  heart  and  one  of  his  pocket- 
book.”  It’s  true,  isn’t  it?  God  wants  the  whole 
man,  but  He  cannot  have  the  whole  man  unless 
he  brings  his  pocketbook  along.  If  a  man  does 
not  share  sacrificially  with  God  the  earnings 
of  his  head  and  hands,  then  he  comes  but  half¬ 
way  to  God  at  best.  God  wants  a  man’s  life,  and 
a  man’s  life  cannot  be  separated  from  what  he 
possesses.  God  is  seeking  you,  but  He  cannot 
find  you  and  claim  you  fully  for  His  own  until 
you  yield  all  of  life  to  Him. 

Jesus  knew  this  fact  all  too  well.  So  he 
said  one  day  to  his  disciples”  .  .  .  where  your 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.”  If 
we  translate  the  ancient  poetry  of  Jesus  into 
Twentieth  Century  prose,  it  comes  out  some¬ 
thing  like  this:  What  you  value  most  determines 
your  deepest  loyalty.  Immediately  you  are 
thrown  hard  upon  the  all-important  question, 
“Which  do  you  value  most,  your  money  or  God?” 
Every  man  must  make  this  choice,  for  the  choice 
is  inescapable.  Every  man  must  choose,  not  with 
his  lips,  but  with  his  life.  For  like  it  or  not, 
what  you  value  most  determines  your  deepest 
loyalty.  Therefore,  if  you  value  money,  or  the 
things  money  will  buy,  more  than  you  value 
God,  then  your  deepest  loyalty  will  be  to  what 
you  earn,  possess,  and  one  day  hope  to  possess. 


And  God  will  play  second  fiddle  at  best.  For 
how  can  God  find  you  and  claim  you  fully  for 
His  own  if  you  make  him  a  poor  second  on 
your  list  of  loyalties? 

"Wh«re  Your  Treasure  Is  .  . 

“.  .  .  Where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also.”  In  our  language:  What  you 
value  most  determines  your  deepest  loyalty.  Je¬ 
sus  put  his  words  to  the  test  in  his  interview 
with  the  rich  young  ruler.  You  will  recall  that 
this  young  fellow  was  a  good  man,  upright, 
honest,  devoted  to  Temple  and  Synagogue.  He 
was  a  churchman,  a  religious  man  who  all  his 
life  had  sought  to  live  by  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments.  But  he  was  unsatisfied  with  his  life,  and 
some  lack  within  him  drove  him  to  Jesus  with 
the  question,  “Good  Master,  what  must  I  do 
to  inherit  eternal  life?”  His  question  tells  us 
plainly  that  he  realized  that  God  had  not  com¬ 
pletely  found  him,  nor  fully  claimed  him. 

Jesus  minced  no  words,  but  struck  sharp 
and  clear  to  the  point  of  his  deepest  need:  “You 
lack  one  thing;  go,  sell  what  you  have,  and 
give  to  the  poor,  and  you  will  have  treasure  in 
heaven;  and  come  follow  me.”  You  know  the 
rest  of  the  story.  The  writer  of  the  Gospel  of 
Mark  rings  down  the  curtain  on  the  rich,  young 
ruler  with  a  single,  tragic  sentence.  “At  that 
saying  his  countenance  fell,  and  he  went  away 
sorrowful;  for  he  had  great  possessions.”  He 
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failed  the  test  of  discipleship  because  he  valued 
his  goods  more  than  he  valued  God.  God  was 
seeking  him  through  Jesus,  but  God  could  not 
find  him  and  claim  him  fully  for  his  own  be¬ 
cause  his  first  loyalty  was  to  his  pocket-book. 

I  have  always  wished  so  very  much  that 
the  rich  young  ruler  had  been  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice.  For  then  I  believe  Jesus  would 
have  said  something  like  this:  “It  won’t  really 
be  necessary  to  sell  all  your  holdings.  God  knows 
you  have  the  responsibility  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  your  family.  I  was  only  testing  you 
to  see  which  you  valued  most,  your  goods  or 
God.  I  wanted  to  know  where  your  highest 
treasure  lies,  in  things  or  God.  I  wanted  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  source  of  your  greatest  loyalty,  your 
possessions  or  God.  I  had  to  learn  what  is  most 
important  of  all  to  you,  what  you  now  have, 
or  what  God  can  give  you.  For  you  see,  I  want 
most  of  all,  not  what  the  rich  young  ruler  has. 
I  want  most  of  all  the  rich  young  ruler — all 
there  is  of  you.  But  I  could  not  have  you  unless 
you  were  willing  to  give  your  all.” 

Someone  has  called  the  rich  young  ruler’s 
rejection  of  Jesus  “The  Great  Refusal.”  From  a 
source  I  can  no  longer  remember  comes  a  story 
which  we  may  call  “The  Joyous  Acceptance.” 
It  concerns  an  Indian  at  an  old  time  camp  re¬ 
vival  meeting.  The  Chief  also  sensed  a  lack  in 
his  life,  and,  when  the  altar  call  was  given, 
came  to  the  altar  bringing  a  beautiful  blanket, 
and  said,  “Me  give  blanket.”  He  went  back  to 
his  seat,  but  there  was  no  peace  in  his  heart. 
He  came  again,  bringing  his  faithful  pony,  and 
said,  “Me  give  pony.”  Still  there  was  no  peace. 
The  third  time  he  came  to  the  altar,  and  this 
time  he  brought  his  most  prized  possession. 


Falling  upon  his  knees,  he  said,  “Indian  Chief 
give  me  to  God.”  Peace  came  to  his  soul. 

Giving  One's  All 

The  Indian  Chief  accepted  what  the  rich 
young  ruler  could  not  accept.  He  accepted  the 
fact  that  while  he  could  not  buy  peace  with 
God,  he  yet  could  not  bring  himself  to  God  un¬ 
til  first  he  rendered  up  his  most  prized  pos¬ 
sessions.  If  he  had  placed  a  greater  value  on  his 
blanket  and  pony  than  he  placed  on  God,  then 
he,  too,  would  have  gone  away  sorrowful.  In¬ 
deed,  when  he  came  to  the  revival  meeting,  his 
blanket  and  pony  were  his  most  precious  pos¬ 
sessions,  that  which  he  valued  most.  But  when 
he  left  the  revival  meeting  God  was  his  chief 
joy  and  greatest  treasure,  and  his  whole  life 
was  centered  in  God.  His  Heavenly  Father  found 
him  at  the  point  of  his  greatest  lack  and  deepest 
need  when  he  brought  blanket,  pony  and  Indian 
Chief — all  three — to  the  altar  and  said,  “Me  give 
all  to  God.” 

When  you  come  to  think  about  it  fairly  and 
squarely,  isn’t  that  the  main  purpose  of  our  fi¬ 
nancial  drive  this  year?  God  is  seeking  you 
through  your  church’s  claim  upon  you.  Is  not 
God  speaking  to  you  through  the  financial  needs 
of  your  church?  Is  He  not  thereby  calling  you 
unto  Himself  and  asking  you  to  answer?  Is  He 
not  testing  your  deepest  loyalty  to  see  if  it  lies 
with  God  or  with  your  money?  Is  not  God  say¬ 
ing  to  you  through  this  Every  Member  Canvass, 
“Come  now,  show  me  what  you  value  most,  my 
Kingdom’s  work  or  your  own  comfort  and  plea¬ 
sure.”  Is  He  not  saying  it,  even  now? 

Giving  time  is  testing  time.  Giving  time  re¬ 
veals  whether  God  is  deep  within  you  or  a  mere 
ornament  on  the  surface  of  your  life.  Giving 
time  tests  your  love,  your  loyalty,  your  life.  The 
longer  I  serve  in  the  Christian  ministry,  the 
more  convinced  I  become  that  giving — dutiful, 
devoted,  dedicated  giving — is  the  acid  test  of 
Christian  discipleship.  At  the  point  of  sacrifi¬ 
cial,  honest  with  God,  giving,  the  chips  are  down, 
and  a  man  declares  his  hand.  At  the  point  of 
giving  a  man’s  Christianity,  or  lack  of  it,  shows 
through.  Every  man  has  two  choices,  and  two 
alone — the  way  of  “The  Great  Refusal,”  which 
the  rich  young  ruler  followejl,  or  the  way  of 
“The  Joyous  Acceptance,”  which  the  Indian 
Chief  chose. 

Financial  Program.  Gauge  To  Loyalties 

I  think  as  nothing  else  in  the  world  the  fi¬ 
nancial  program  of  the  church  is  a  gauge  to  the 
deepest  loyalties  of  its  people.  How  easy  it  is 
to  talk  glibly  about  the  church,  its  program, 
outreach  and  concern.  How  effortless  it  can  be 
to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  the  church’s  labors,  its  in¬ 
fluence  for  goodness,  righteousness  and  purity 
in  our  state,  nation  and  world.  How  profitable 
it  is  to  send  our  children  to  Sunday  School  that 
others  may  instruct  them  in  the  Christian  faith 
and  way.  How  helpful  and  comforting  to  hear 
the  preacher  bring  a  message  of  hope  and  as¬ 
surance  in  the  midst  of  life’s  troublesome  issues. 
And  how  heartbreaking  to  God  to  have  his  peo¬ 
ple,  come  Every  Member  Canvass  time,  make 
only  a  token  pledge,  or  turn  their  backs  upon 
the  church  altogether. 

I  remember  a  story  intended  to  be  marvel¬ 
ously  humorous.  Told  by  a  master  storyteller, 
it  would  doubtless  make  you  roar  with  laughter. 
The  story  has  to  do  with  a  colored  woman  sitting 
on  the  front  pew  of  her  church  one  Sunday 
morning.  As  the  preacher  waxed  eloquent,  she 
got  so  happy  she  threw  her  hymn  book  at  him. 
The  preacher  was  agile.  He  caught  the  hymn 
book  and  said,  “Amen,  Sister,  throw  me  your 
Bible!”  She  pitched  her  Bible  at  him,  and  he 
caught  the  Bible  and  said,  “Amen,  Sister,  throw 
me  your  purse!”  She  said,  “Lord,  preacher,  you 
done  quenched  the  spirit.” 

Those  who  know  humor  best  know  all  too 
well  that  underneath  the  outwardly  comical 
there  often  lies  the  deeply  tragical.  This  story  is 
no  exception.  Funny,  yes,  but  underneath  the 
laughter  lie  tears.  The  words  of  Jesus  echo  sad¬ 
ly  through  it,  “where  your  treasure  is,  there 
will  your  heart  be  also.”  The  woman  parted 
gladly  with  her  hymn  book.  She  tossed  her  Bible 
without  regret.  But  her  purse  she  kept.  That  was 
the  point  where  her  true  character  showed 
through.  That  was  the  point  where  she  revealed 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  w.  Sockman 


HOW  GOD  HELPS  IN  TROUBLE 

When  is  the  best  time  to  talk  about  trouble?  When  we  are  not  in 
trouble,  we  are  not  much  interested  in  the  subject.  When  we  are  in 
trouble,  we  are  not  very  intelligent  about  it.  Perhaps,  therefore,  it 
would  be  best  not  to  talk  about  trouble  at  all. 

Maybe  it  would  be  well  if  we  just  adopted  the  spirit  of  the  London 
cockney  who,  in  the  dark  days  of  1940,  said,  “Life  ain’t  all  that  you 
want,  but  it  is  all  that  you  can  'ave.  So  stick  a  geranium  in  your  ’at, 
and  be  appy.  Perhaps  that  is  the  kind  of  philosophy  that  would  help 
us.  It  certainly  sustained  many  Britishers  in  those  difficult  days. 

And  if  we  were  concerned  only  about  our  own  pain  and  suffering, 
it  might  be  just  as  well  to  grin  and  bear  it  in  silence.  But  we  are 
members  of  God’s  family;  and  though  you  and  I  might  be  brave 
enough  to  keep  our  troubles  to  ourselves,  who  is  there  so  unfeeling 
that  he  doesn’t  suffer  with  the  oppressed,  starving,  frustrated  people 
of  the  earth?  Studdert  Kennedy,  gallant  chaplain  in  World  War  I 
said,  Any  person  who  is  undisturbed  by  the  pain  and  suffering  about 
him  is  himself  suffering  either  from  hardening  of  the  heart  or  soften¬ 
ing  of  the  brain.” 

So  I  arfi  not  just  writing  of  people  who  are  puzzled  about  the 
mystery  of  their  own  pain.  I  hope  I  am  writing  to  people  who  are 
Christian  enough  to  be  concerned  about  the  trouble  of  others.  And 
may  I  say  to  you  young  people  who  have  not  yet  had  much  experience 
with  trouble,  and  perhaps  are  not  much  interested,  what  Romain  Rol- 
land  said  about  art:  “You  don’t  know  what  things  are  real  in  art  until 
you  come  to  them  in  pain;  sorrow  is  the  touchstone.”  Certainly  sor¬ 
row  is  the  touchstone  of  the  art  of  living.  You  never  appreciate  the 
real  values  of  life  until  you  come  to  them  in  trouble. 

Since  troubles  are  of  such  vast  variety,  there  is  no  blanket  pre¬ 
scription  for  their  cure. 

God  is  our  refuge  from  our  trivial  troubles.  Life  is  so  full  of  petty 
irritations.  I  presume  most  of  us  in  our  youth  read  “Gulliver’s  Trav¬ 
els.”  It  is  one  of  the  most  popular  books  for  children  in  the  English- 
speaking  world,  and  also  one  of  the  most  penetrating  interpretations 
of  adult  life.  Just  as  the  giant  Gulliver  was  tormented  in  the  land  of 
the  pygmies,  so  we  grownups  are  harassed  by  a  horde  of  little  trouble¬ 
makers.  They  get  on  our  nerves,  they  fret  our  tempers,  they  even  get 
us  down,  as  they  did  Gulliver.  These  little  frustrations,  these  petty 
insults,  these  irritating  contacts  constitute  what  a  friend  of  mine  calls 
“the  mosquitoes  of  life.” 

When  our  little  troubles  get  us  down,  God  lifts  us  up  into  the 
thought  of  His  greatness.  Through  Him  we  get  a  largeness  of  per¬ 
spective  which  helps  us  see  molehills  as  molehills  and  not  as  moun¬ 
tains.  We  catch  a  bigness  of  purpose  which  sweeps  us  along  with  a 
force  that  brushes  aside  petty  irritations.  He  imparts  a  greatness  of 
spirit  which  makes  us  too  magnanimous  to  remember  insults  and 
cherish  grudges. 

Then  there  are  other  troubles  which  are  more  than  trivial.  They 
are  tempestuous.  A  friend  of  mine  some  time  ago  experienced  a  very 
rough  transatlantic  crossing.  He  wrote:  “I  did  not  actually  get  sea¬ 
sick,  but  I  got  sick  of  the  sea.”  We  do  sometimes  get  sick  of  life’s 
storm  and  stress,  its  buffeting  and  bruising.  The  hardiest  mariner  at 
times  longs  for  the  harbor. 
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So  many  seekers  after  “peace  of  mind”  try  to  find  it  in  comforta¬ 
ble  adjustment  to  circumstances.  But  circumstances  are  so  changing. 
The  financial  security  we  have  today  may  be  swept  away  tomorrow. 
The  health  of  the  moment  may  be  lost  next  year.  If  we  are  to  find 
abiding  peace  of  mind,  we  must  adjust  ourselves  to  the  divine  spirit 
and  values  which  abide  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever. 

Some  time  ago  I  visited  a  friend  who  was  suffering  from  cancer. 
Although  he  knew  his  approaching  fate,  he  was  not  rebellious.  He 
had  accepted  St.  Paul’s  counsel:  ‘Take  your  share  of  suffering  as  a 
good  soldier  of  Christ  Jesus.”  He  was  cooperating  with  the  surgeons 
in  submitting  to  some  painful  experiments  which  it  was  hoped  would 
further  the  future  cure  of  cancer.  Not  only  was  God  helping  him  in 
his  trouble,  but  he  was  helping  God. 


"Why  can't  we  watch  'Frankenstein'  and  have 
our  Bible  reading  during  the  commercials?" 


_ . _ 

The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 
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Cheap  Trades 

The  recent  death  of  a  district  sales 
manager  of  a  great  company  came 
as  a  mild  shock  to  me.  In  the  first 
place,  he  was  several  years  younger 
than  me.  He  was  a  quiet  man,  not  a 
“play  boy.”  His  assistant  is  living 
out  life’s  energy  much  faster  and 
less  wisely  than  he  did.  But  the 
passing  of  this  man  is  a  sort  of  sym¬ 
bol  to  me  of  the  killing  pace  that 
many  men  are  following,  mainly  be¬ 
cause  their  companies  are  demand¬ 
ing  so  much  of  their  physical  and 
emotional  energies.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  pretty  obvious  that  this 
man,  like  many  others,  had  nar¬ 
rowed  his  life’s  interests  into  a 
groove  that  permitted  very  little 
recreation  and  almost  no  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  spiritual  growth.  It  brought  to 
mind  a  verse  in  the  106th  Psalm: 

“ They  exchange  the  glory  of 
God  for  the  image  of  an  ox 
that  eats  grass.” 

I  am  a  great  believer  in  the  Capi¬ 
talistic  System.  The  Profit  Motive 
has  in  it  the  essence  of  the  greatest 
accomplishments  that  man  can 
achieve.  But  this  ideology  that  has 
brought  our  country  to  its  high  de¬ 
gree  of  culture  and  comfortable  liv¬ 
ing,  has  also  in  it  the  tragic  poten¬ 
tialities  of  “exchanging  the  glory  of 
God  for  the  image  of  an  ox  .  .  .”  Be¬ 
cause,  just  as  the  Children  of  Israel 
forgot  God  and  fell  into  the  worship 
of  idols,  so  can  we  fall  very  easily 
into  step  with  the  cult  of  profit  at 
the  expense  of  physical  and  even  of 
moral  life.  And  the  cheapest  trade 
that  the  devil  could  make  with  us 
and  with  our  future  would  be  to 


convince  us  that  a  golden  ox  is  more 
valuable  than  the  glory  of  God. 

Many  of  our  people  speak  of  the 
evils  of  Communism.  Many  more 
try  to  relate  any  idea  that  they  don’t 
like  to  the  Communistic  ideology. 
This  certainly  is  no  attempt  to 
whitewash  this  pernicious  doctrine 
of  Society.  In  fact  the  real  truth 
about  Communism  is  even  more 
startling  than  the  ideas  that  some 
people  have  about  it.  But  there  is 
also  a  dangerous  feature  to  our 
ideas  about  it.  We  hate  it  so  much 
that  we  have  refused  to  learn  any¬ 
thing  about  it.  Therefore  we  are  ac¬ 
tually  unable  to  fight  it  effectively. 
And  herein  lies  our  greatest  danger. 
After  making  our  declarations  of 
opposition  to  it  we  simply  turn  our 
minds  away  from  it  without  trying 
to  come  at  even  a  single  positive 
idea  to  combat  it.  Furthermore,  we 
go  blythely  on,  worshipping  at  the 
altar  of  the  golden  ox  instead  of  the 
altar  of  God.  Meanwhile  the  apos¬ 
tles  of  darkness  laugh  in  glee  over 
the  fact  that  they  do  not  need  to  ex¬ 
tend  themselves  in  order  to  destroy 
us.  Our  worship  of  the  golden  ox  is 
the  certain  road  to  physical,  as  well 
as  to  spiritual,  destruction.  Com¬ 
munism’s  greatest  enemy  is  dedicat¬ 
ed  Christian  thinking.  Looking  at 
the  other  side  of  the  coin,  a  dedi¬ 
cated  Christian  is  the  worst  enemy 
that  Communism  can  have.  And 
the  dedicated  Christian  will  seek 
first  the  glory  of  God,  not  the 
golden  image  of  financial  prosper¬ 
ity. 


Page  Six 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  tor  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  May  17,  1959:  POWER  BRINGS  RESPONSIBILITY 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  I  KINGS  3:5-15;  CHAPTERS  5  THROUGH  9:10. 
LESSON  TEXT  I  KINGS  9:1-9. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  TrxLst  in  the  LORD  with  all  your  heart,  and  do  not  rely 
on  your  own  insight.  In  all  your  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  will  make 
straight  your  paths.  Proverbs  3:5-6.  (RSV) 


David  the  greatest  king  the  Israelites  ever 
had  died  after  reigning  forty  years.  For  seven 
and  a  half  years  he  was  king  only  in  Judah.  For 
thirty  three  years  he  was  king  of  the  twelve 
tribes  of  the  Jews. 

On  the  death  of  David,  Solomon,  David’s 
youngest  son  by  Bathsheba,  was  made  king. 
Solomon  was  born  in  Jerusalem.  He  was  about 
twenty  years  old  when  he  became  king.  He  in¬ 
herited,  as  king,  the  great  kingdom  David  had 
established.  In  his  early  years  as  king,  Solomon 
gave  promise  of  being  a  worthy  successor  to  his 
father  David.  He  consolidated  the  kingdom  of 
David.  He  built  Solomon’s  Temple,  one  of  the 
magnificent  buildings  of  ancient  times.  He  also 
built  his  own  palace  at  Jerusalem. 

As  a  result  of  these  early,  progressive  move¬ 
ments  Solomon  became  famous  far  and  wide. 
Rulers  of  other  nearby  nations  visited  him  in 
Jerusalem  to  see  the  stately  buildings  he  had 
erected  and  to  enjoy  the  magnificence  of  his 
costly  court  and  his  extravagant  manner  of  life. 

The  Lord  Appeared  To  Solomon  At  Gibeon 

In  I  Kings  3:5-15,  we  have  the  record  of  the 
Lord’s  first  appearance  to  Solomon  in  a  dream. 
Verse  three  of  this  chapter  reads,  “And  Solomon 
loved  the  Lord,  walking  in  the  statutes  of  David 
his  father.”  At  this  time  in  Solomon’s  life  there 
seemed  to  be  every  promise  of  a  good,  helpful 
reign  as  king. 

While  Solomon  was  at  Gibeon,  where  he  had 
gone  to  offer  sacrifices  unto  the  Lord,  “The  Lord 
appeared  to  Solomon  in  a  dream  by  night;  and 
God  said,  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee.” 

This  Offer  from  the  Lord  apparently  had  no 
limitations.  It  was  Solomon’s  privilege  to  ask  of 
the  Lord  anything  his  heart  might  desire.  At  this 
high  moment  in  his  life,  Solomon  seemed  to  be 
at  his  very  best.  Solomon  recites  to  the  Lord 
the  many  blessings  He  had  conferred  on  his  fath¬ 
er,  David,  and  in  deep  humility  recognizes  that 
he  has  been  made  king  by  the  will  of  the  Lord. 
Solomon  said  to  the  Lord,  “I  am  but  a  little 
child:  I  know  not  how  to  go  out  or  come  in.” 

Recognizing  how  inadequate  he  was  for  the 
responsibilities  he  must  carry,  as  the  successor 
of  such  a  king  as  David,  Solomon  made  a  request 
of  the  Lord  that  has  challenged  the  admiration 
of  the  world  since  that  day.  His  request  was, 
“Give  therefore  thy  servant  an  understanding 
heart  to  judge  thy  people,  that  I  may  discern 
between  good  and  bad.”  Solomon  did  not  ask 
for  riches,  power,  the  destruction  of  his  enemies 
or  long  life.  There  were  so  many  things  he  could 
have  asked  God  to  do  for  him. 

The  request  Solomon  made  must  have  come 
from  a  deep  sense  of  humility  and  a  sincere  de¬ 
sire  to  be  a  good  king.  Solomon  did  not  ask  for 
great  knowledge.  It  is  likely  that  he  was  as  well 
equipped  in  intellectual  training  as  any  young 
man  of  his  day,  having  been  reared  in  the  home 
of  a  king.  Solomon’s  request  was  for  an  “under¬ 
standing  heart,”  or  wisdom.  There  is  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  wisdom  and  knowledge.  Wisdom 
enables  us  to  properly  use  the  knowledge  we 
have.  Wisdom  is  the  “common  sense,”  sometimes 
called  the  “bay  horse  sense,”  which  enables  us 
to  properly  evaluate  a  situation  and  arrive  at  a 
wise  decision  about  it. 

When  Solomon  was  at  his  best,  it  was  this 
power  which  he  desired  above  anything  else  God 
could  do  for  him.  The  request  so  pleased  the 
Lord  that  he  gave  Solomon  the  desire  of  his  heart 
and  in  addition  promised  him  riches  and  honor. 


God  also  promised  Solomon  a  long  life  if  he 
would  but  keep  His  statutes  and  commandments 
as  his  father  David  had  done. 

We  Today  Also  Have  A  Choice 

Solomon  asked  for  the  “understanding  heart” 
that  he  might  be  able  to  “discern  between  good 
and  bad.”  Every  individual  who  studies  this  les¬ 
son  faces,  in  effect,  the  same  situation  which 
confronted  Solomon.  It  was  Jesus  who  said, 
“What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray, 
believe  that  ye  receive  them  and  ye  shall  have 
them.”  Mark  11:24. 

In  other  words,  we  too  may  have  the  desire 
of  our  hearts  in  the  life  we  live.  We  come  face 
to  face  daily  with  the  “good  and  bad.”  If  we 
want  the  bad  we  are  free  moral  agents  and  we 
may  choose  the  bad  if  we  so  desire.  If  we  want 
to  be  a  part  of  life  that  is  good,  we  may  have 
our  desires  plus  the  blessings  of  God  in  the  life 
we  live.  The  opportunity  Solomon  had  to  choose 
between  the  good  and  bad  is  a  common  lot  in 
life.  With  us,  the  choice  is  not  so  spectacular  but 
it  is,  in  effect,  just  as  real. 

7 6  Solomon.  The  Builder 

One  of  the  great,  unfulfilled  longings  in  the 
life  of  David  was  his  desire  to  build  a  temple  in 
which  his  people  could  worship  God.  Because 
he  had  been  a  man  of  war,  David  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  build  the  Temple.  God  did  allow  him 
to  gather  the  materials  for  the  Temple  both  in 
money  and  building  materials  and  promised  him 
that  those  of  his  house  would  build  the  Temple 
for  Him. 

When  Solomon  came  to  the  throne  there  were 
materials  and  money  abundant  for  the  building 
of  the  Temple.  So  well  had  David  planned  for 
the  building  that  Solomon  began,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  his  reign,  to  build  the  Temple.  Thousands 
of  men  were  employed  for  seven  years  in  erect¬ 
ing  the  building.  The  biblical  description  of  this 
Temple  staggers  the  imagination.  Solomon’s 
Temple  stood  as  the  central  place  of  worship  for 
the  Jews  until  it  was  plundered  and  burned  by 
the  armies  of  Babylonia  when  they  captured 
Jerusalem  in  586  B.C. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful,  comprehensive 
prayers  on  record  is  the  prayer  Solomon  prayed 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Temple  as  found  in  I 
Kings  8:2-54.  Reading  such  a  prayer,  one  cannot 
imagine  Solomon,  in  later  years,  turning  away 
from  the  God  he  seems  here  to  be  worshiping  so 
sincerely. 

After  Solomon  had  completed  the  Temple, 
he  began  the  building  of  his  own  palace  in  Jeru¬ 
salem.  It  required  thirteen  years  to  complete 
the  palace.  TTiis  palace  was  second  only  to  the 
Temple  in  grandeur 

God  Appears  To  Solomon  The  Second  Time 

Our  lesson  text  for  today  opens  with  the 
statement  that  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon 
the  second  time,  “as  he  had  appeared  unto  him 
at  Gibeon,”  after  the  completion  of  the  Temple 
and  the  king’s  palace.  Since  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Solomon  “as  he  had  appeared  unto  him  at 
Gibeon,”  this  appearance  also  must  have  been 
in  a  dream. 

On  this  appearance,  the  Lord  tells  Solomon 
that  he  had  heard  the  prayers  and  supplications 
he  had  made.  The  reference  here  is  likely  to 
the  impressive  prayer  Solomon  prayed  at  the 
dedication  of  the  Temple.  Solomon  was  told 
that  the  Lord  had  hallowed  the  house  he  had 
built  and  the  Lord  promised  that  His  name, 


His  eyes  and  His  heart  would  be  there  “per¬ 
petually.” 

All  of  God's  Promises  Are  Conditional 

When  we  read  the  promise  of  the  Lord  here 
that  His  name  and  eyes  and  heart  will  be  in 
the  Temple  “for  all  time,”  (RSV)  we  may  be 
a  little  puzzled  to  remember  that  the  Lord  was 
not  in  the  Temple  “for  all  time”  since  the  Tem¬ 
ple  was  completely  destroyed  by  the  armies  of 
Babylon  in  586  B.C.  Our  difficulties  will  pass 
if  we  remember  that  here,  as  always,  God’s 
promises  are  conditional.  This  great  Temple 
would  always  have  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
only  if  Solomon  walked  before  the  Lord  as 
David  his  father  had  walked  “in  integrity  and 
in  uprightness.”  Under  such  conditions  God’s 
promise  was,  “Then  I  will  establish  the  throne 
of  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever.”  This 
promise  also  was  conditional. 

God  makes  no  promises  that  are  not  condi¬ 
tioned  on  our  moral  and  religious  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  Lord.  Our  sins  are  forgiven  if  we 
confess  and  repent.  Spiritual  blessings  from 
God  are  conditioned  on  prayer  and  faith.  The 
promise,  “Lo  I  am  with  thee  always,  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  world,”  is  conditioned  on  the 
fact  that  we  are  going  into  all  the  nations  of 
earth  teaching  and  baptizing. 

Always  God’s  promises  have  been  condi¬ 
tional.  Wherever  God’s  promises  seem  to  fail, 
a  closer  study  of  the  situation  will  reveal  that 
man  has  failed  to  meet  the  conditions  God  in¬ 
cluded  in  His  promise.  God’s  promises  usually 
carry  both  a  condition  and  a  responsibility. 

The  Penalty  for  Rejecting  God's  Plan 

We  hear  much  these  days  about  “The  high 
cost  of  living.”  We  would  do  well  to  consider 
the  high  cost  of  sinning. 

There  were  some  “all  time  highs”  in  the 
reign  of  Solomon.  In  prestige,  in  wealth,  in 
palatial  palaces  and  gorgeous  temples  and  big 
harems  Solomon’s  reign  outdistanced  even  the 
great  reign  of  his  father  David.  Nevertheless, 
while  making  such  a  record,  Solomon  was  sow¬ 
ing  seeds  of  discontent,  immorality  and  idolatry 
which  were  to  tear  his  kingdom  asunder  at  his 
death. 

Solomon  rejected  God’s  #lan  for  his  king¬ 
dom  at  two  major  points. 

1.  Among  the  thousand  or  more  wives  and 
concubines  in  the  harem  of  Solomon  there  were 
wives  he  had  taken  out  of  the  heathen  coun¬ 
tries  about  him.  In  order  to  please  these  heath¬ 
en  queens  Solomon  introduced,  along  side  of 
the  Temple  worship,  altars  where  these  foreign 
queens  could  worship  theiridol^gods.  This 
practice  caused  the  Jews^Qntold  trouble  in  the 
years  that  followed. 

2.  In  order  to  build  his  palace  and  live  in 
the  luxurious  splendor  to  which  Solomon  and 
his  court  were  accustomed  it  was  necessary  for 
Solomon  to  collect  heavy  taxes  from  his  people. 
Such  luxury  was  foreign  to  the  manner  of  life 
to  which  the  Jews  were  accustomed. 

Solomon  utterly  failed  in  meeting  the  con¬ 
ditions  the  Lord  gave  for  the  perpetuating  of 
his  kingdom.  God’s  promises  did  not  fail.  It 
was  Solomon  who  failed. 

Condemned  By  Posterity 

Solomon  is  told  that,  if  he  fails  to  follow 
God’s  plan  Israel  would  be  cut  off  from  the 
land  and  the  Temple  be  destroyed.  People 
would  be  astonished  as  they  see  the  ruins  of 
the  Temple  and  ask  “Why?”  The  answer 
would  be  “Because  they  forsook  the  Lord  their 
God.”  “Israel  shall  be  a  proverb  and  a  byword.” 
Possibly  we  fulfil  that  prophecy  when  we  say, 
“That  beats  the  Jews.” 

Solomon’s  failure,  in  the  face  of  the  glorious 
heritage  that  was  his  and  in  the  face  of  the  high 
promise  his  early  years  gave  is  one  of  the 
pitiable  pictures  of  fallen  greatness. 

Power  Brings  Responsibility 

Our  lesson  subject  is  'Tower  Brings  Re¬ 
sponsibility.”  Solomon,  after  a  good  beginning, 
seemed  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  power 
brings  special  privilege.  History  records  how 
wrong  he  was.  Power  may  make  special  privi¬ 
leges  possible  but  it  never  makes  the  exercise 
of  such  privileges  right.  Power  brings  respon¬ 
sibility  for  which  we  must  answer  here  or  here¬ 
after. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  POTTER  announce 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Penny,  on  Friday, 
February  27.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Potter  is  pastor  of 
Castle  Manor  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 

REV.  RAY  BRANTON,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
Simpson  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Sun¬ 
day,  April  19.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Branton  led  the 
study  course  “Methodist  Beliefs.”  Rev.  Cleburne 
W.  Quaid  is  the  pastor. 

W.  L.  STRONG,  JR.,  Methodist  ministerial  stu¬ 
dent  at  Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston,  and  pastor 
of  the  Bartholomew  and  Sunrise  Methodist 
Churches,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Ray- 
ville  Methodist  Church  Sunday  evening,  April  5. 
Bernard  Waite  presided  at  the  service.  Rev.  W. 
D.  Boddie  is  pastor. 

DR.  GUY  M.  HICKS,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  both  morning  worship  services  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Sunday,  April  26, 
in  celebration  of  their  75th  anniversary.  The  city 
of  Ruston  is  also  celebrating  a  Diamond  Jubilee. 
Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  pastor. 

CHAPLAIN  JAMES  E.  REAVES,  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  was  detached  on 
March  26  from  duty  as  Senior  Chaplain,  National 
Naval  Medical  Center,  and  reported  on  April  20 
to  Staff  of  Chief  of  Navy  Chaplains.  His  change 
of  status:  Head,  Personnel  Branch,  Chaplains 
Division,  Bureau  of  Naval  Personnel,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Navy. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON,  Shreveport  physician, 
was  the  Lenten  Family  Night  speaker  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  March  18.  In  his  travels  over 
the  world,  Dr.  Mason  visited  Russia,  the  Holy 
Land,  the  Near  East  and  Europe  with  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  church,  in  a  tour 
party  conducted  by  Bishop  Dana  Dawson,  Sr., 
in  1956. 

REV.  FRANCIS  A.  FISCHER  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  April  26.  Mrs.  Fischer  attended  the  service 
also.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fischer  told  of  his  exper¬ 
iences  and  the  Christian  work  in  Japan.  At  pre¬ 
sent  he  and  his  family  are  serving  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Daingerfield,  Texas.  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles. 

Roll  call  and  home  coming  Sunday 

was  held  at  the  Gordon  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  Sunday,  May  3.  A  gift  was 
presented  to  the  oldest  charter  member  of  the 
church;  the  youngest  member;  and  the  family 
with  the  most  children  present.  A  covered  dish 


luncheon  was  served  at  noon.  Mrs.  Ferrington 
was  the  general  chairman  for  the  occasion.  Rev. 
W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  held  Fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  at  the  Bonita-Jones  Methodist 
Churches  Thursday,  April  16  at  7:30  p.m.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  received  from  Gladys  Ab- 
raugh,  reporter  for  the  Jones  Church,  “reports 
from  both  churches  were  given  in  a  brisk,  busi¬ 
ness  like  manner.”  Mrs.  Harris  attended  the 
conference  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  and  sang, 
“True  to  Life.”  Rev.  Byron  Crosby  is  pastor  of 
the  Bonita-Jones  Charge. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  were  honored 
with  a  breakfast  at  Bentley  Hotel  Sunday  mor¬ 
ning,  April  26,  by  members  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  Twenty -three 
graduates  attended.  Others  attending  included 
Mrs.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Jones, 
Charles  Turentine,  teacher;  J.  N.  Fomby,  Jr., 
superintendent;  Mrs.  Charles  N.  White,  secre¬ 
tary  of  Student  Work  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Cappel, 
Jr.,  secretary  of  Youth  Work.  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  DR.  HAROLD  T.  PORTER,  Nashville, 
director  of  ministerial  recruitment  for  The 
Methodist  Church,  has  resigned,  effective  about 
June  1,  to  return  to  a  local-church  pastorate  in 
the  Pittsburgh  Methodist  Conference.  His  ap¬ 
pointment  will  be  announced  by  Methodist 
Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Pittsburgh,  when  the 
Pittsburgh  Annual  Conference  meets  May  24- 
28.  A  successor  will  be  announced  at  a  later 
date,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  Nash¬ 
ville,  general  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education’s  Division  of  Educational  Institu¬ 
tions. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  C.  WHITAKER  were 
teachers  in  a  Workers  Training  School  April 
15-17  at  the  Springhill  Methodist  Church.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the  Vivian  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  according  to  a  report  re¬ 
ceived,  “They  did  an  excellent  job  of  teaching 
in  the  school.”  There  were  37  enrolled  and  23 
course  cards  were  given.  Cotton  Valley  and 
New  Era  Methodist  Churches  were  invited  to 
take  advantage  of  the  school.  The  pastor  of  the 
Springhill  Church,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  served 
as  Dean,  and  reports  that  plans  are  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  for  a  three  teacher  school  next  year. 

CHAPLAIN  ROLAND  W.  FAULK,  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  reports  parti¬ 
cipating  in  a  prayer  service  held  on  the  battle¬ 
ship  Arizona’s  superstructure  marking  its  17th 
anniversary  of  the  Japanese  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor.  Chaplain  Faulk,  Pacific  Fleet  chaplain, 


called  the  sunken  Arizona  “holy  ground.”  It 
was  made  holy,  he  said,  “by  sacrifice  and  death 
of  a  gallant  company  who,  standing  to  their 
duty  in  a  time  of  danger,  stood  firm  to  the  end.” 
Surviving  relatives  of  the  Arizona’s  dead  were 
present  along  with  officers  of  the  Pacific  War 
Memorial  Commission. 

DR.  RICHARD  C.  BUSH,  director  of  School- 
Church  Relations  at  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  SMU,  and  assistant  professor  of  The  His¬ 
tory  of  Religions,  was  the  first  speaker  in  a 
series  of  missionary  emphasis  services  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City.  The  Missions 
Commission  of  the  church  presented  a  series  of 
local  speakers  at  the  Adult  Interest  Group  of 
the  Sunday  Evening  Fellowship  each  Sunday 
night  in  April.  Bill  Pullin  was  chairman  of  the 
study  committee  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Little  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission  and  directed  the  overall 
planning.  Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  led  a  consecration  service 
for  the  new  parsonage  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April  19.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  official  board  and  their  families 
were  in  attendance.  Following  the  service,  open 
house  was  held  from  3  until  5  o’clock  with  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Kenneth  McDowell  greeting  the  guests 
who  attended.  Conducting  guests  through  the 
house  were  Charlotte  Donald,  Sharon  Seefeld 
and  Janie  Fulton.  Mrs.  George  Brower  and  Miss 
Blanche  Coffin  presided  at  the  guest  register 
while  Carolyn  Berkeley  and  Judy  Schultz  as¬ 
sisted  Mrs.  Cherry  Foreman  in  serving  refresh¬ 
ments.  Special  flower  arrangements  for  the  oc¬ 
casion  were  created  by  Julia  Barnette. 

REV.  HOWARD  DAUGHENBAUGH,  JR„  di¬ 
rector  of  Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  was  guest  speaker  using  the  subject  “The 
Meaning  of  the  Church,”  at  a  congregational 
dinner  meeting  of  the  Castle  Manor  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Friday  evening,  April 
24.  The  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  to  the  membership  the  program  and 
budget  for  the  coming  year  prepared  by  the 
Commissions  and  approved  by  the  Commission 
on  Finance.  The  dinner  meeting  was  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  an  Every-Member-Canvass  being 
conducted  by  the  Castle  Manor  Church,  under 
the  direction  of  E.  W.  Dorr,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  Rev.  Robert  Potter,  pastor,  to 
evaluate  its  potential  program  and  finances  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Lezina 
catered  a  delicious  stuffed  crab  dinner,  donating 
the  proceeds  to  the  church. 

NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  of  the  Lamp¬ 
lighter  Class  of  Parker  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  include:  president,  Mrs. 
C.  Scott;  vice-president,  Miss  Shirley  Penny; 
secretary,  Mrs.  Charles  Green  and  treasurer, 
Miss  Lorraine  Scherer.  John  Lincks  served  as 
chairman  of  a  recent  hamburger  supper  held 
by  the  class.  Other  recent  happenings  at  the 
church  include  the  celebration  of  an  88th  birth¬ 
day  during  the  month  of  March  by  Mrs.  Belle 
Feuillan.  She  has  been  a  member  of  Parker 
for  over  sixty-seven  years.  The  Parker  Church 
will  be  host  church  to  the  District  Board  of 
Missions  during  the  month  of  May.  Mrs.  L.  S. 
Moffat  is  chairman  of  the  committee  planning 
the  supper  for  this  occasion.  In  observance  of 
Family  Week,  May  3-8,  the  Board  of  Education 
headed  by  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Green,  has  planned 
a  covered-dish  supper.  This  activity  will  be  for 
the  entire  church.  The  monthly  program  of  the 
W.S.C.S.  was  presented  by  Mrs.  J.  Goeddertz.  It 
was  a  play  entitled  “Rapidly  Growing  Nations.” 
The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are  as  follows: 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Cristoffel,  president;  Mrs.  J.  Goed¬ 
dertz,  vice-president;  Mrs.  J.  Meyer,  secretary; 
Mrs.  L.  Moffat,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Ollie  Oswald, 
spiritual  life;  Mrs.  Ed.  Barksdale,  mission  edu¬ 
cation;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lincks,  Christian  social 
relations;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Barnes,  local  church  ac¬ 
tivities;  Mrs.  J.  Magendie,  supplies;  Mrs.  J. 
Cerise,  promotional  secretary;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Sonn- 
tag,  literature  and  publications;  Mrs.  B.  Robert¬ 
son,  student  work;  Mrs.  J.  Lincks,  Jr.,  youth 
work;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Penny,  children’s  work;  and 
Mrs.  I.  Shuster,  status  of  women.  Rev.  E.  J. 
Barksdale  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Dedicates  New 
Educational  Bldg. 

Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of  Is- 
trouma  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  preached,  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles 
of  Slidell  read  the  Scripture  and 
Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
of  the  Methodist  church  directed 
the  Ritual  of  the  Formal  Opening 
of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  school  building 
dedicated  to  children  and  youth 
held  at  3  p.m.  Sunday,  May  3rd  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow. 

R.  J.  Cruthirds,  chairman  of  the 
Building  and  Expansion  Committee, 
presented  the  building  to  the  district 
superintendent  for  the  purpose  of 
Christian  Education.  Music  was  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Chancel  and  Junior 
Choirs  under  the  direction  of  John 
Hammond,  minister  of  music.  Spe¬ 
cial  guests  in  addition  to  the  former 
ministers  sharing  the  service  were 
the  Honorable  Charles  J.  Cassidy, 
mayor  of  Bogalusa;  representatives 
of  the  firm  of  architects,  August 
Perez  Associates,  Inc.;  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  firm  of  contractors,  Seal 
Lumber  Company,  who  were  com¬ 
mended  for  their  excellent  job  by 
the  architects  and  the  Church  Build¬ 
ing  Committee;  members  of  the 
Building  Expansion  Committee, 
namely  R.  J.  Cruthirds,  chairman, 
C.  T.  Houston,  C.  D.  Brumfield,  Bas- 
com  D.  Talley,  Jr.,  A.  H.  Paddock, 
A.  B.  Rigsby,  Louis  Mitchell,  Sr., 
Robert  D.  Jones,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Tisdale, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Wesley,  Mrs.  I.  J.  Wil¬ 
liams. 

The  new  building  houses  the  en¬ 
tire  Children’s  Division  and  Junior 
Ri  Church  School  Classes  and  is 
completely  equipped  with  year- 
found  air  conditioning, 
i  Landscaping  of  the  grounds  is  be- 
'ng  directed  by  a  committee  headed 
by  Mrs.  Paul  Garrison  with  the 
'fvvork  performed  by  Banks  Nursery. 
Furnishings  are  from  the  Southern 
School  Equipment  Company  of  New 
Orleans. 

Special  memorials  to  the  building 
jare;  piano  in  memory  of  K.  I.  Bean; 
Piano  in  memory  of  Mrs.  John  Hu- 
j|ber;  picture  in  memory  of  Hamp 
■Wadsworth;  nursery  room  in  mem- 
ory  of  Dr.  H.  V.  Stroup.  Beds  and 
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The  Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church  received  ten  new  members  on  Easter 
Sunday.  This  made  a  total  of  sixteen  new  members  to  the  church  this  con¬ 
ference  year,  thirteen  by  profession  of  faith. 

The  church  has  made  many  accomplishments  during  the  past  year: 
pastor's  salary  increased;  interior  and  exterior  of  buildings  painted;  pas¬ 
tor's  study  air  conditioned;  parking  curb  set  back;  new  walks  soon  to  be 
completed;  new  furniture  and  draperies  for  parsonage;  60  new  Methodist 
Hymnals  given;  Interpreters  Bible  for  Church  School  Chapel;  Prayer  and 
Communion  Chancel  given  by  the  Bastrop  Memorial  Church. 

Elizabeth  Sullivan 


La  Place's  new  Educational  Building  is  now  in  use.  Pictured  above  in 
front  of  the  new  building  are  part  of  the  Children  s  Choir,  Sharon  Womax, 
director  and  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard,  pastor. 

The  building  contains  kitchen,  recreation,  classroom  and  restroom 
facilities.  "Church  School  attendance  has  shown  a  substantial  increase 
since  the  building  has  been  completed,"  the  pastor  said. 


New  Educational  Building  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  is  dedicated 
Sunday,  May  3. 


W.  W.  McDonald  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Methodist  Church  of  Jonesboro,  Louisiana  is  shown  here  at  the  left 
as  he  gives  a  check  from  the  church  in  the  amount  of  three  thousand 
dollars  ($3,000.00)  to  Raymond  Jeffress  in  exchange  for  the  deed  to  a 
ISO  by  15 0  foot  lot  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  parsonage  for  the 
church.  The  pastor.  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  (center)  watches  the  transaction. 

Work  on  the  new  parsonage  is  expected  to  begin  in  the  near  future. 


3* 


play  pen  for  the  Crib  Nursery  were 
donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Gat¬ 
lin. 

Open  House  in  the  new  building 
and  a  reception  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  followed  the  service.  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Rigsby  and  Mrs.  Hilda  Lee  were  in 
charge  of  the  Reception  Committee. 


The  Methodist  Church  has  817 

specific  openings  for  missionar¬ 
ies  in  its  home  and  overseas  fields 
in  1959.  The  figure  includes  op¬ 
enings  in  the  United  States  (in¬ 
cluding  Alaska),  Hawaii,  Puerto 
Rico  and  32  countries  overseas. 
The  list  of  openings  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Board  of  Missions 
through  its  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel  (150  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York  11,  N.Y.).  The  total  includes 
12  0  specific  openings  in  home 
fields  and  697  overseas.  The  op¬ 
enings  are  for  service  under  all 
three  of  the  Board’s  administra¬ 
tive  divisions:  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions,  Division  of  World 
Missions,  Woman’s  Division  of 
World  Missions,  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service.  The  817 
figure  includes  openings  for  both 
regular  career  missionaries  and 
for  100  special-term  missionaries, 
including  50  each  in  the  home 
and  overseas  fields  .  .  .  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  correspond 
with  the  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel. 
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Church  Vocations 
Service  Held  at 
Natchitoches 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Pete  Smith,  president  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  MYF,  (the  young  man 
on  the  left)  is  about  to  lead  the  grace  for  Sunday  dinner  on  their  Spring 
Retreat.  These  young  people  are  part  of  the  Senior  MYF  of  Rayne  Memorial 
who  are  participating  in  a  retreat  at  The  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly, 
Biloxi,  Mississippi.  High  point  of  the  retreat  was  the  evening  - discussion 
around  the  campfire,  where,  in  true  Methodist  tradition,  the  young  people 
discussed  and  recounted  their  own  personal  experiences  with  God.  A  com¬ 
munion  service  climaxed  the  time  of  witnessing. 


Vantrease  Church 
Primary  Dept.  Has 
Essay  Contest 


everlasting  for  us,  Christ  arose  from 
the  grave. 


A  Church  Vocations  Service  was 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  April  19  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  Senior  Department 
of  the  Youth  Division  and  the 
Northwestern  State  College  Wesley 
Foundation  cooperated  with  the 
pastor  in  presenting  major  fields  of 
church  vocations.  Following  a  mes¬ 
sage  by  the  pastor  on  “The  Call  to 
Church  Vocations”,  with  proper 
lighting  effects,  the  following  young 
people  arose  from  the  congregation 
and  walked  to  the  altar  of  the 
church,  dressed  to  fit  the  profession 
they  portrayed. 

Carolyn  Roberts  as  a  hospital 
dietitian  and  Carla  Tatum  as  the 
voice;  Tommy  Nunez,  a  missionary 
engineer  to  India,  and  Norman 
Fletcher  as  the  voice;  Eileen  Todd, 
a  missionary  teacher  to  the  Ha¬ 
waiian  Islands  and  Nora  Kelly  the 
voice;  Pat  Druitt  as  a  agricultural 
missionary  to  Cuba,  with  Henry 
Bernard,  Jr.,  as  the  voice;  Peggy  Jo 
Robinson  was  a  religious  education¬ 
al  director  in  Ft.  Smith,  Arkansas 
and  Peggy  Jo  Duke  was  the  voice; 
Charlie  Brown  a  minister  from 
Colorado  with  Jessie  Bergeron  as 
the  voice;  Martha  Lee  a  nurse  from 
Africa  with  Lela  Linch  as  the  voice; 
Technical  Directors  were  Ronald 


McGeh.ee 

Mildred  Chastain  of  the  West, 
Methodist  Church  of  McGehee,  Ark 
ansas  was  the  winner  of  the  Mon 
ticello  District  Youth  Temperanc 
Essay  Contest  held  Saturday,  Apr 
25th  at  the  First  Methodist  Churc 
of  Monticello. 

Judy  Tillery  of  Parkdale  wa 
runner-up  in  the  contest  in  whic 
eight  youth  from  southeast  Arkan 
sas  participated. 

Anna  Carolyn  Clayton  from  Me 
Gehee  was  the  third  place  winne 
of  the  contest. 

The  district  winner  will  compel 
in  the  Annual  Conference  contei 
to  be  held  at  Hot  Springs  on  Jum 
2nd. 


Arkadelphia 

The  Arkadelphia  District  Youth 
Rally  was  held  Saturday,  April  25, 
in  Arkadelphia,  Ark.  The  temper¬ 
ance  essay  contest  was  also  held  in 
connection.  The  winner,  Miss  Katy 
Breitenberg,  will  compete  for  the 
Annual  Conference  prizes.  Miss  Jo¬ 
anna  Kuklinski  was  runner-up 
Both  are  from  Ft.  Lake.  The  con¬ 
test  in  this  district  was  judged  by 
Rev.  Edward  Dunlap,  Rev.  Harold 
Wells,  and  Rev.  Gerald  Hilton.  Rev. 
Hilton  is  District  Director  of  Tem¬ 


perance. 


Johnson  and  Harold  Owers. 


Bennie  Sue 


Cameron 


The  third  year  class  of  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Department  of  Vantrease  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.,  were  asked  by  their  teacher, 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Baggett  to  write  an  essay 
on,  “What  Easter  Means 
To  Me.”  Judges  were 
Dale  Booth,  church 
school  superintendent 
and  M.  B.  Carmachiel, 
asst.  supt.  First  place 
winner,  Bennie  Sue 
Cameron: 

Easter  means  a  very 
happy  day,  it  is  a  day  I 
love  because  Christ  a- 
rose  from  the  dead.  He 
suffered  for  us  so  we 
might  have  life.  We  like  to  go  to 
church  on  Easter  Sunday  and  sing 
and  tell  the  story  of  our  risen  Lord. 
The  story  is  so  beauti¬ 
ful  that  we  want  to  be 
like  Him.  We  wear 
pretty  clothes  and  dec¬ 
orate  Easter  eggs  and 
bunnys.  Everything  is 
made  by  Him. 

Second  place,  Cathy 
Roberson: 

I  like  to  go  to  church 
and  Sunday  school. 

I  like  the  beautiful  Easter  Lily, 
the  bunny  rabbits  and  pretty  color¬ 
ed  Easter  eggs. 

I  like  the  pretty  Eas¬ 
ter  dresses  and  bonnets. 

I  like  to  hear  the 
story  about  Jesus  and 
how  He  arose  from  the 
grave. 

I  like  to  sing  in 
church  and  pray  to  Je¬ 
sus  and  God. 

I  like  the  egg  hunts 
and  I  enjoy  being  with 
the  other  happy  children. 

Third  place,  Benjie  Barssard: 

What  Easter  Means  to  Me — Life 


Cathy 

Roberson 


Benjie 

Barssard 


To  pause  in  the  daily  routine  of  school  life. 
Senior  M.Y.F.  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Springdale,  Arkansas  hold  a  prayer  service  each 
Tuesday  morning  at  7:30.  This  group  shares  about  45 
minutes  of  fellowship  and  worship  before  going  to 
school. 

Beginning  the  morning  in  the  kitchen  with  a  break¬ 
fast  of  donuts  and  hot  chocolate  provided  by  the  Men's 
Club  and  W.S.C.S.,  the  MYF'ers  share  various  exper¬ 
iences.  After  breakfast,  they  move  to  the  sanctuary 
where  special  requests  are  made  for  prayer  for  indivi¬ 
duals  who  are  ill  or  troubled  in  some  way.  While  kneel- 


the  altar,  each  prays  the  prayer  of  his  heart;  and 
they  close  in  unison  with  the  M.Y.F.  benediction. 

This  service,  which  is  now  a  vital  part  of  the  liv & 
of  it's  members  was  started  in  October  7958  with  thi 
help  of  a  layman,  Frank  O'Donnel.  Garland  Lavendeh 
Educational  assistant  and  Georgia  Newton,  M.Y.F .  coun 
selor,  are  sponsors  for  the  group. 

Beginning  with  4  members,  it  has  grown  to  an  ay 
erage  attendance  of  15  to  20.  Other  youth  groups  f ran 
various  denominations  in  the  community  have  visit et 
this  prayer  service  to  gain  ideas  for  starting  such  groups 
in  their  churches. 
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Camden  District  Meets  At 
El  Dorado,  First  Church 


Two  hundred  and  fifteen  per¬ 
sons  registered  for  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  Cam¬ 
den  District  nineteenth  Annual 
meeting  Thursday  April  23rd  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  El  Do¬ 
rado. 

“This  Is  God’s  World”  the  an¬ 
nounced  theme  of  the  meeting  was 
the  “core  message”  throughout  the 
day’s  program. 

Miss  Mary  Joyce  Horton,  Magno¬ 
lia,  deaconess  from  the  Camden 
District  and  worker  with  rural 
churches,  was  inspirational  speaker 
for  the  day. 

During  the  business  Mrs.  J.  F. 
McKinnon,  District  president  pre¬ 
sided.  Mrs.  C.  Z  Couch,  district 
treasurer,  urged  all  churches  to 
raise  their  pledges  in  order  to  as¬ 
sist  the  conference  in  the  support 
of  a  missionary  to  Bolivia.  An  Ar¬ 
kansas  girl,  Miss  Helen  Wilson  of 
Hot  Springs  who  has  been  a  spe¬ 
cial  term  worker  as  a  medical 
technologist  at  the  LaPaz  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  in  Bolivia  will  now  be 
there  as  a  full  time  Missionary. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale,  district  promo¬ 
tion  secretary,  was  the  leader  in 
the  program,  “We  Build  A  Church” 
at  which  time  reports  and  high¬ 
light  were  presented  of  the  year’s 
work  of  the  forty-five  churches  in 
the  four-county  area  were  given  by 
the  district  officers  in  their  re¬ 
spective  office. 

The  “Memorial  Service”  was 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Floyd  Babel, 
secretary  Spiritual  Life  assisted  by 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Ripley,  who  lit  a  memo¬ 
rial  candle  as  each  name  was  call¬ 
ed,  Mrs.  Ludie  Ellis,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
May,  1st  church  Camden;  Mrs.  C. 
W.  Jean,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Allison,  Mrs. 
T.  O.  Abbott,  1st  church,  El  Do¬ 
rado;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Tanner,  Mrs.  Cora 
Brewer,  Mrs.  Mattie  Olson,  Mrs. 
Bettie  Mims,  Vantrease,  El  Dorado; 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Martel,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Gantt,  1st  church,  Magnolia;  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Waller,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Hudson, 
Jackson  Street,  Magnolia;  Mrs.  An¬ 


na  Green,  Mt.  Carmael  church, 
Magnolia;  Mrs.  Meade  Sims,  Mrs. 
Sallie  Huffman,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Black¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Loretta  Perritt,  Waldo; 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Rowland,  St.  Luke’s,  El 
Dorado. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Blewster  sang  “Sun¬ 
rise  Tomorrow,”  Mrs.  James  Miller, 
organist.  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  Con¬ 
ference  vice-president  brought 
greetings  from  the  Conference 
W.S.C.S.  Mrs.  M.  B.  McLeod,  con¬ 
ference  secretary  of  Literature  out¬ 
lined  the  literature  services  avail¬ 
able. 

Officer’s  Training  was  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  afternoon  and  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  the  officers  for  the 
year  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  Confer¬ 
ence  president:  Mrs.  J.  F.  McKin¬ 
non,  Barker’s  Chapel,  President; 
Mrs.  Cliff  Wright,  1st  Church,  El 
Dorado,  Vice-pres.;  Mrs.  O.  W. 
Hoover,  Junction  City,  Recording 
Secretary;  Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch,  1st 
Church,  Magnolia,  Treasurer;  Mrs. 

V.  R.  Wicker,  1st  Church,  Magnol¬ 
ia,  Missionary  Education  and  Serv¬ 
ice;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis,  Timothy, 
Camden,  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  Ray  Hozendorf,  1st 
Church,  Magnolia,  Student  Secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  Waymon  Keel,  Holly 
Springs,  Youth  Secretary;  Mrs.  M. 

W.  Miller,  Fairview,  Camden,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Secretary;  Mrs.  Floyd  Babel, 
1st  Church,  El  Dorado,  Spiritual 
Life;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Proffitt,  Parker’s 
Chapel,  El  Dorado,  Secretary,  Lit¬ 
erature  and  Publications;  Mrs.  John 
G.  Rickey,  Vantrease,  El  Dorado, 
Supply  Secretary;  Mrs.  James  Nix, 
Huttig,  Status  of  Women;  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Davis,  Marysville,  Magnolia, 
Missionary  Personnel;  Delegate  to 
the  Jurisdiction  School  of  Missions, 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Mrs.  John  G.  Rick- 
ey. 

Mrs.  W.  Neill  Hart  pronounced 
the  benediction. 

Special  feature  of  the  day  was  a 
series  of  hymns  by  the  handbell 
choir  of  the  local  W.S.C.S.  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  James  Mellor. 


Lockesburg 
Entertains 
Hope  District 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Hope  District  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  was  convened 
by  the  President,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Rein¬ 
hardt,  at  9:30  a.m.  April  21st,  1959, 
at  the  Methodist  Church  at  Lockes¬ 
burg,  Arkansas. 

An  organ  prelude  was  played  by 
Mrs.  Hattie  Gilliam,  followed  by 
the  singing  of  the  hymn,  “We’ve  a 
Story  to  Tell  to  the  Nations.”  A 
beautiful  service  of  commemora¬ 
tion  for  the  twenty-nine  deceased 
members  was  led  by  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Johnson. 

Mrs.  Rube  Harrison,  president  of 
the  hostess  society,  brought  greet¬ 
ings  and  a  gracious  word  of  wel¬ 
come  to  the  group. 

Mrs.  Herbert  Shull,  program 
chairman,  was  introduced.  Mrs. 
R.  T.  White,  Secretary  of  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Publications,  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  display  of  literature  in 
the  adjoining  room. 

Mrs.  Reinhardt  introduced  the 
host  pastor,  Rev.  Omma  Daniel, 
and  Mrs.  Daniel,  Dr.  Robert  B. 
Moore,  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Hope  District,  who  spoke  words 
of  appreciation  for  the  splendid 
work  of  the  district  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  pastors  of  the  district 
who  were  present. 

The  following  Conference  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  were  present: 
Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  Vice-president; 
Mrs.  Murray  McLeod,  Secretary  of 
Literature;  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry,  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary;  and  Mrs.  L.  B. 
T  o  o  1  e  y,  Secretary  of  Missionary 
Personnel. 

Mrs.  Robert  B.  Moore,  Chairman 
of  the  committee  on  nominations, 
read  the  following  nominations: 

President,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Reinhardt; 
Secretary  of  Promotion,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Hendricks;  Secretary  of  Missionary 
Education  and  Service,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Davis;  Secretary  of  Christian  So¬ 


Reading  left  to  right  first  row,  Pres.,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
McKinnon;  V.  Pres.,  Mrs.  Cliff  Wright;  Recording  Sec., 
Mrs.  O.  W.  Hoover;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch;  Pro¬ 
motion  Sec.,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale;  Children's  Work,  Mrs.  M. 
W.  Miller;  Student  Work,  Mrs.  Ray  Hozendorf;  Youth 


Work,  Mrs.  Waymon  Keel;  2nd  row  left  to  right  Mis 
sionary  Education,  Mrs.  V.  R.  Wicker;  Spiritual  Life, 
Mrs.  Floyd  Babel;  Literature  and  Pub.,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Prof¬ 
fitt;  Supply,  Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey;  Status  of  Women, 
Mrs.  James  Nix;  Missionary  Personnel!,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Davis. 


cial  Relations,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Shackel¬ 
ford;  Secretary  of  Student  Work, 
Mrs.  Albert  Graves;  Secretary  of 
Youth  Work,  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Arnold; 
Secretary  of  Children’s  Work,  Mrs. 
Weldon  Smith;  Secretary  of  Liter¬ 
ature  and  Publications,  Mrs.  Curtis 
Harris;  Secretary  of  Status  of 
Women,  Mrs.  Clayton  Northcutt; 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Personnel, 
Mrs.  Ervin  Tipton. 

A  training  period  was  conducted 
in  which  all  local  officers  were  in¬ 
structed  by  District  Officers  in 
their  responsibilities. 

Mrs.  Reinhardt  announced  a 
scholarship  to  the  conference  school 
of  Missions  would  be  given  to  the 
two  societies  with  the  largest  per¬ 
centage  of  officers  attending  the 
district  meeting.  Wade’s  Chapel 
received  the  scholarship  for  the 
Modified  Society,  and  First  Meth¬ 
odist,  Mena,  large  society. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley  and  John  Rob¬ 
ert  Norwood,  a  youth  from  De- 
Queen,  spoke  on  their  tour  of  the 
United  Nations. 

The  benediction  was  given  by 
Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore. 

Lunch  was  served  by  the  host 
society. 

The  afternoon  session  was  open¬ 
ed  with  an  organ  prelude,  which 
was  followed  by  the  singing  of  the 
hymn,  “Jesus  Shall  Reign  Where’er 
the  Sun,”  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Om¬ 
ma  Daniel.  Mrs.  Reinhardt  re¬ 
viewed  some  of  the  highlights  of 
the  year’s  work,  stating  that  most 
progress  was  made  in  the  youth 
and  children’s  work  of  the  district. 
A  Girls  Friendship  Group  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Prescott  Society, 
which  is  the  only  one  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Five  youths  attended  the 
United  Nations  Tour  from  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Seventeen  young  people 
volunteered  for  Full  Time  Chris¬ 
tian  Service.  Fifty-one  studies 
were  reported  with  thirty-one  re¬ 
ceiving  Jurisdictional  Recognition. 

The  Hope  District  has  thirty- 
four  societies,  thirty-three  district 
members,  and  eighteen  unorgan¬ 
ized  churches. 

Mrs.  Ramage  reported  one  hund¬ 
red  and  forty-six  ballots  cast  and 
the  vote  for  the  slate  of  officers,  as 
presented,  was  unanimous. 

Thirty-one  local  presidents  spoke 
briefly  on  the  work  in  the  local 
churches. 

Delegates  elected  to  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  School  of  Missions  were 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Hendricks  and  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Johnson. 

A  skit  on  Literature  and  Publi¬ 
cations  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Leod,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Ward, 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Young,  Jr.,  Mrs.  R.  T.  White,  Mrs. 

R.  B.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Manney. 

Mrs.  Alvin  Stone  gave  a  most 

challenging  talk  on  “What  Does 
God  Expect  of  Us?” 

The  pledge  service  was  very 
impressively  presented  by  Mrs.  J. 

S.  Hopkins. 

Mrs.  Raymond  Harris  expressed 
the  appreciation  of  the  group  to  the 
Lockesburg  Church  for  the  splen¬ 
did  manner  in  which  they  enter¬ 
tained  the  conference. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  per¬ 
sons  were  in  attendance  for  the 
day. 
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RESOLUTION 


Shown  here  is  the  beautiful  new  parsonage  of  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  H. 
Midyett  moved  into  this  new  house  during  March.  Open 
House  was  held  on  Easter  Sunday  afternoon.  This  new 


parsonage  is  red  brick  with  a  white  roof,  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  bathrooms,  a  spacious  living  room  and 
dining  room,  family  room,  breakfast  room,  kitchen, 
utility  room,  double  carport,  and  a  storage  room. 


Shreveport  Mayor 
Proclaims  May  as 
Appreciation  Month 

Mayor  Clyde  E.  Fant  today  pro¬ 
claimed  the  month  of  May  as  “Ap¬ 
preciation  Month”  for  Centenary 
College  and  urged  all  citizens  in 
the  Shreveport  area  to  rededicate 
themselves  to  the  support  of  the 
college  and  to  help  build  a  greater 
Centenary.  The  proclamation  fol¬ 
lows: 

“WHEREAS,  the  education  of  its 
youth  has  always  been  one  of 
Shreveport’s  primary  concerns; 
and, 

“WHEREAS,  we  are  extremely 
fortunate  in  this  area  to  have  a 
superb  college  such  as  Centenary 
which  has  long  been  recognized  as 
a  leader  in  providing  superior  edu¬ 
cation,  spiritual  enrichment  and 
important  cultural  opportunities  to 
our  young  people;  and, 

“WHEREAS,  we  recognize  the 
praiseworthy  role  which  Centenary 
College  and  its  distinguished  fa¬ 
culty  has  played  during  the  last  50 
years  in  preparing  our  youth  for 
wholesome,  useful,  responsible  and 
productive  lives;  and, 

“WHEREAS,  Centenary  College 
and  Shreveport  have  been  "Part¬ 
ners  in  Progress”  since  1908  and 
have  consistently  worked  hand-in- 
hand  to  meet  the  increasing  de¬ 
mands  of  this  growing  area;  and, 

“WHEREAS,  Shreveport  has  a 
strong  desire  to  sustain  and  build 
Centenary  to  an  even  more  emi¬ 
nent  position  of  educational  lead¬ 
ership;  and, 

“WHEREAS,  Centenary  College 
has  established  a  new  10-Year 
Master  Plan  of  Development  to 
provide  for  the  orderly  growth  of 
the  college  during  the  next  decade, 
1959-1969,  and  has  recently 
launched  its  1959  Development 
Fund  Campaign  to  provide  a  new 
Library,  School  of  Music,  and 
Boys’  Dormitory  among  other  “im¬ 
mediate  needs”; 

I,  Clyde  E.  Fant,  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Shreveport,  do  hereby  pro¬ 
claim  the  month  of  May,  1959,  as 

“APPRECIATION  MONTH” 
for  Centenary  College,  and  I  do  re¬ 
spectfully  call  upon  all  citizens  to 
observe  “Appreciation  Month”  for 
the  college  in  some  appropriate 
manner  with  a  sincere  hope  that 
necessary  funds  are  made  available 


to  meet  the  “immediate  needs”  of 
this  dynamic  partner  of  our  com¬ 
munity  as  outlined  in  Centenary’s 
1959  Development  Fund  Program. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF;  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  city  of  Shreveport 
to  be  affixed,  this  28th  day  of 
April,  1959. 

Clyde  E.  Fant 
Mayor  of  Shreveport 


RESOLUTION 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  West 
Calcasieu  Methodist  Laymen’s  As¬ 
sociation,  April  9,  1959  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  approved  at 
DeQuincy,  Louisiana  Methodist 
church. 

WHEREAS,  the  West  Calcasieu 
Methodist  Laymen’s  Association  re¬ 


quests  that  legislation  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
to  erect  a  chapel  for  the  holding  of 
religious  services  at  the  Louisiana 
Correctional  Institution  in  De- 
Quincy,  Louisiana,  and  that  appro¬ 
priations  be  made  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Legislature  to  enable  building 
this  chapel. 

Copies  of  this  resolution  will  be 
mailed  to  Louisiana  Legislature 
Budget  committee,  to  legislative  of¬ 
ficials  of  Beauregard  and  Calcasieu 
parishes  and  to  the  local  publica¬ 
tions. 

Certified  as  correct 

West  Calcasieu  Methodist 
Laymen’s  Association 
Gerald  Cormier,  Vinton, 
President 

Kenneth  Martin,  West  Lake, 
Secretary 


WHEREAS  the  Monroe  District 
has  for  the  past  six  years  been 
signally  blessed  under  the  superb 
leadership  of  our  District  Super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  J.  T.  Harris; 

and 

WHEREAS  his  deep  consecration, 
his  Church  Statesmanship,  and 
his  brotherly  Spirit  have  not 
only  endeared  him  to  his  breth¬ 
ren  in  the  ministry  but  to  the 
laity  as  well; 

and 

WHEREAS  First  Methodist  in 
Monroe  has  richly  shared  in  the 
profits  which  have  accrued  to 
the  Kingdom  under  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  leadership: 

THEREFORE  be  it  resolved  that 
this  Church  express  to  him  and 
his  family  our  deep  appreciation 
of  his  leadership,  and  to  the 
Bishop  our  thanks  for  appoint¬ 
ing  him  here; 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that 
we  express  to  Dr.  Harris,  to 
Bishop  Martin  and  the  Cabinet 
our  wish  that  his  next  appoint¬ 
ment  may  be  one  where  his  di¬ 
versified  talents  will  have  large 
opportunity  for  employment  in 
Christian  endeavor; 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  a  copy  to 
be  sent  to  his  family  and  one  to 
our  presiding  Bishop. 

Fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
Louisiana 

Dr.  George  W.  Pomeroy,  Pastor 


CORRECTION 

Announcement  of  S  h  r  e  v  e- 
port  District  camps  should  have 
read  as  follows:  Older  Adult  Camp 
— Rev.  Fred  Schwendimann,  direc¬ 
tor — June  2-5. 


Shown  here  are  the  children  and  young  people  of 
the  University  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  who 
united  with  the  church  this  year.  The  picture  was  taken 
immediately  following  the  communion  service  on  Maun¬ 
dy  Thursday.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  church  to  have 


the  entire  class  present  for  this  special  service.  Fifty- 
five  children  and  young  people  united,  by  profession  of 
faith,  with  the  church  this  year,  from  the  church  school- 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  is  pastor  and  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Blake¬ 
ly  is  associate  pastor. 
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A  Visit  To  Cuba 

By  Dr.  Carl  D.  Stewart 
District  Superintendent,  Oriente 
District,  Cuba 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 


“He  Doesn’t  Live  Here” 

“We  were  on  an  evangelistic  tour 
in  the  Belgian  Congo,”  said  our 
missionary  friend.  “We  came  to  a 
group  of  people  on  the  outskirts  of 
a  village,  and  I  asked,  ‘Do  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  village  know  Jesus 
Christ?’ 

“They  looked  at  each  other  ques- 
tioningly,  and  one  replied,  ‘No  .  .  . 
he  doesn’t  live  here!’  ” 

One  might  travel  far  and  wide, 
and  ask  the  question  many  times, 
without  getting  a  more  accurate 
answer  .  .  .  For  what  community  of 
our  own  land,  or  of  any  land,  would 
dare  to  assert  that  it  is  a  place  in 
which  the  Master  and  his  Way  of 
Life  are  accepted  and  domiciled,  a 
community  in  which  he  is  regarded 


GOD  IS  SEEKING  YOU 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

unmistakably  what  she  valued  most. 
She  clutched  grimly  and  resolutely 
to  what  she  considered  most  im¬ 
portant  in  life — her  purse;  for  in 
her  purse  were  both  her  treasure 
and  her  heart.  God  wanted  her  very 
much.  Patiently,  faithfully,  lovingly 
He  had  sought  her.  But  He  could 
not  find  her  and  claim  her  fully 
for  Himself  because  she  loved  her 
purse  more  than  God.  How  tragic, 
how  very,  very  tragic  that  she  chose 
the  path  of  “The  Great  Refusal.” 

Your  Choice 

God  is  seeking  you  to  claim  you 
fully  for  His  own,  but  you,  too,  can 
choose  the  path  of  “The  Great  Re¬ 
fusal.”  And  you  do  choose  it  if  your 
giving  is  token  or  half-hearted  giv¬ 
ing.  God  never  expects  the  impossi¬ 
ble  of  any  man;  but  He  does  expect 
that  every  man  shall  so  order  his 
buying  and  spending  that  He  will 
not  be  offered  only  the  scraps  which 
fall  from  the  table.  The  first  item 
in  every  family  budget  ought  to 
read:  Our  Sacrificial  Pledge  to  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  If  you  don’t 
make  your  church  pledge  the  first 
item  in  your  budget,  then  one  fact 
is  sure — it  won’t  be  very  sacrificial. 
And,  worse  still,  you  may  not  find 
a  place  to  squeeze  it  in  at  all.  To 
do  less  than  best  in  our  giving  is 
to  admit  that  God  is  a  second-rate 
value.  It  is  to  follow  the  path  of 
“The  Great  Refusal,”  for  you  will 
have  chosen  self  above  the  seeking 
God. 

How  will  it  be  with  us,  dearly 
beloved,  come  Loyalty  Sunday?  Will 
we  bring  to  God  only  the  left-overs? 
Will  be  bring  to  Him  only  the  small 
change  of  our  lives,  reserving  all 
the  folding  money  for  ourselves? 
Will  we  offer  to  Him  only  the  scraps 
which  have  dribbled  off  the  table? 

God  forbid  that  we  should  follow 
the  way  of  “The  Great  Refusal." 
God  grant  that  we  may  set  our  feet 
in  the  path  of  the  “Joyous  Accept¬ 
ance.”  This  Loyalty  Sunday,  and 
every  Loyalty  Sunday,  let  us  set 
before  our  Lord  a  full  table!  Let 
us  fill  the  Lord’s  table  with  the 
first  fruits  of  the  work  of  our  hands, 
°ur  heads,  our  hearts.  Let  us  say 
with  the  Indian  Chief,  “I  give  all  to 
G°d,”  which  means  “my  life,  my 
lQve,  my  all.”  Then  will  the  God 
who  seeks  us,  find  us,  and  claim  us 
fully  for  His  own 


as  a  “leading  citizen,”  or  followed  as 
an  “elder  statesman”?  O  yes,  he 
may  be  alive  and  active  in  some  in¬ 
dividual  hearts,  and  people  inside 
and  outside  the  churches  may  know 
his  name,  and  have  heard  of  his 
“bold  design”:  but  does  he  really 
live  here?  Does  he  move  up  and 
down  our  streets,  in  and  out  of  our 
homes  and  institutions,  shop  and 
exchange  in  our  places  of  trade?  Is 
he  accepted  as  one  of  the  solid  resi¬ 
dents,  one  of  the  “makers  of  opin¬ 
ion”  wherever  men  congregate  and 
discuss  local  issues  in  town? 

Some  will  say,  “The  Master  is 
among  us — he’s  in  our  town — even 
when  we  don’t  see  or  recognize 
him.”  We,  of  course,  recognize  that 
the  Deity  as  the  brooding,  working, 
guarding  Holy  Spirit  is  ever  with 
us  and  over  us:  but  do  we  recognize 
his  presence,  recognize  daily  that  he 
is  living  in  our  midst?  We  are  think¬ 
ing,  rather,  of  the  unconcern  our 
community  as  a  community  has  with 
him  in  its  everyday  activity.  And 
it  is  a  real  question  if  he  is  living 
when  and  where  he  is  unknown, 
unheeded,  unaccepted.  “God  is  in 
our  midst,”  we  may  say  —  but  to 
what  effect? 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  families 
that  will  set  a  place  at  the  table  as 
a  symbol  that  the  living  Jesus  is 
present  at  the  meal,  a  symbol  that 
may  somewhat  direct  conversation, 
and  thinking,  and  the  making  of  re¬ 
solves.  That  has  its  values  in  the 
home.  But  when  these  same  indi¬ 
viduals — who  “have  Jesus  in  their 
hearts”  or  “have  Jesus  at  their 
meals” — leave  home  and  table  and 
enter  the  village  streets,  or  meet  the 
workaday  world,  do  they  take  him 
along  with  them? 

Does  the  judge  have  his  Friend 
Jesus  beside  him  on  the  bench  when 
he  measures  out  human  “justice”  to 
the  thief,  or  to  the  drunkard,  or  to 
the  juvenile  offender?  Is  there  a 
chair  in  which  the  Master  is  even 
symbolically  seated  —  and  from 
which  his  views  are  heard — in  the 
courtroom,  in  the  countinghouse,  in 
the  schoolroom;  beside  the  mayor, 
or  in  the  aldermanic  chamber;  in  the 
halls  of  state,  in  the  manufacturing 
plant,  where  grave  decisions  of  war 
or  peace  are  reached,  or  where 
prices  for  milk  and  bread  are  deter¬ 
mined?  In  a  word,,  do  we  have  a 
Christ  (or  a  God)  who  is  appropri¬ 
ated  to  our  "private”  life  in  the 
bosom  of  our  little  family,  or  to  our 
church,  or  to  our  social  clique:  but 
segregated,  or  left  "at  home,”  when 
we  carry  on  the  main  stream  of 
community  life? 

We  would,  of  course,  make  in¬ 
stant  response  if  someone  were  to 
announce  that  Jesus  Christ  is  visit¬ 
ing  in  our  church.  (Just  what  the 
response  would  be  is  not  too  clear: 
it  would  probably  vary  from  person 
to  person.)  But  would  we  recognize 
him  if  he  came  unannounced?  Or 
would  he  feel  at  home  in  our 
church?  Would  or  could  he  “live” 
there — take  part  in  all  its  activities, 
feel  that  here  was  a  band  of  follow¬ 
ers  and  disciples  ready  and  eager 
and  able  to  pursue  his  God-given 
mission  to  men?  Or  would  the  busy¬ 
ness  of  the  parish,  the  round  of  rep¬ 
etitious  activity  and  admonition 
with  little  measurable  results,  the 
dimness  of  the  vision  of  the  great 
goals,  make  him  feel  a  stranger,  an 
alien? 

Or,  as  our  missionary-evangelist 
might  phrase  it,  “Do  the  people  in 
this  church  know  Jesus  Christ?” 
You  may  answer  for  yourself  and 
for  your  own  church  whether  or  not 
he  lives  where  you.  live  and  labor. 


The  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Memphis,  Arkansas,  visited 
Cuba,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Robinson,  the  latter  part  of  January 
and  the  first  few  days  of  February, 
1959.  They  arrived  in  Havana,  their 
port  of  entry,  where  they  remained 
a  day  or  two  and  then  proceeded  on 
to  Holguin,  a  distance  of  500  miles 
to  the  east  of  Havana.  In  the  latter 
city,  they  were  the  guests  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  D.  Stewart,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  latter,  that  is  Dr. 
Stewart,  on  their  way  east. 

Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  preached  at 
the  eleven  o’clock  hour  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  rally  in  the  new  Bishop  John 
W.  Branscomb  Church  in  Holguin. 
There  he  lifted  the  spirits  of  all  by 
his  message  on  the  “LOVE  OF  GOD.” 
The  following  day,  he  began  a  series 
of  services  in  the  new  Dan  R.  Robin¬ 
son  Church  in  Nicaro,  Oriente  Prov¬ 
ince,  Cuba.  The  church  is  beautiful, 
and  was  built  by  gifts  of  love  by 
members  and  friends  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Minden,  La.  It  is  in 
the  prettiest  location  in  all  Cuba, 
on  the  peak  of  a  hill,  overlooking 
the  sea  on  both  sides,  with  interven¬ 
ing  flowering  trees  and  shrubs,  and 
the  church  itself  is  in  a  cluster  of 
royal  palm  trees.  The  mountains  line 
the  other  side  of  Thesa,  which  is 
the  famous  Nipe  Bay.  By  common 
consent  this  is  the  prettiest  sight 
east  of  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the 
Colorado  River.  For  a  sunrise  serv¬ 
ice  it  is  superb. 

The  loyal  people  of  Nicaro  had 
not  yet  been  received  into  the 
church  membership.  Mr.  Robinson 
called  upon  them  to  become  follow¬ 
ers  openly  and  publicly  of  our  Lord, 
and  to  become  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Thirteen  fine 
people  were  prepared  for  church 
membership  and  received  in  the 
first  group.  Twenty-two  candidates 
were  enlisted  for  other  occasions. 
Some  of  the  leading  people  of  Nic¬ 
aro  were  enlisted  in  the  two  groups. 
During  Holy  Week  it  was  the  writ¬ 
er’s  privilege  to  receive  eight  more 
into  full  church  membership  in  Nic¬ 
aro. 

The  church  in  Nicaro  was  formal¬ 
ly  organized  by  Mr.  Robinson  and 
the  district  superintendent.  This 
took  place  in  February.  The  congre¬ 
gation  began  at  once  to  assume  its 
obligations  as  well  as  to  enjoy  its 
privileges.  The  first  budget  was 
formed  and  exceeded  all  expecta¬ 
tions.  In  bonafide  pledges,  the  regu¬ 
lar  monthly  budget,  not  including 
$2000.00  pledged  for  a  parsonage  to 
be  built  in  Nicaro,  amounts  to  $90.00 
per  month.  With  this  budget,  the 
circuit  passed  at  once  to  full  self- 
support,  making  the  Nicaro  and 
Preston  Charge  the  second  circuit 
that  has  gone  to  full  self-support  in 
the  Oriente  Province  during  the 
present  Conference  year.  This  is  a 
great  achievement,  considering  the 
days  of  war  and  revolution  in  which 
we  have  lived  during  the  past  more 
than  two  years. 

After  leaving  Nicaro,  the  meetings 
being  over  in  that  church,  Rev.  and 


Mrs.  Robinson  and  the  district  sup¬ 
erintendent,  journeyed  on  visiting 
such  places  as  Gibara,  seeing  the 
new  pastor  there  and  the  site  for 
the  building  of  the  new  Methodist 
church  there;  to  Omaja,  seeing  the 
wonderful  work  of  Miss  Sara  Fer¬ 
nandez,  and  to  Holguin,  and  Bay- 
amo,  where  we  have  new  and  ele¬ 
gant  Methodist  churches.  Afterwards 
the  party  moved  into  Manzanillo, 
and  Niquero,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sier¬ 
ra  Masetra  Mountains,  made  famous 
by  Fidel  Castro  and  the  rebels.  Then 
we  moved  into  the  Sierra  Maestra 
Mountains,  and  reached  the  town 
of  Sevilla  Arriba  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  We  visited  a  rustic  home,  where 
we  made  the  friendship  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  We  asked  where  the  husband 
was  and  were  informed  that  he  was 
in  the-  cock  pit  with  the  fighting- 
cocks.  We  asked  if  we  might  not  go 
there  and  have  a  service  for  the 
people.  It  was  quickly  arranged,  and 
we  had  a  grand  service.  Bro.  Dan 
sang  and  preached,  and  I  interpreted 
for  him.  The  roosters  crowed  con¬ 
tinuously  during  all  the  service. 
The  people  were  so  carried  away 
that  they  invited  us  to  return  the 
next  day  on  our  way  back  and  have 
another  service,  which  we  did  amid 
the  firing  of  many  shots  by  the 
rebels.  The  people  in  Sevilla  Arriba 
asked  for  a  Methodist  preacher  for 
their  pastor  and  for  a  Methodist 
church.  A  large  number  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  entered  the  candidate’s  class  for 
church  membership. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  was 
the  first,  and  is  the  first  Christian 
congregation  ever  formed  in  the  Si¬ 
erra  Maestra  Mountain  region, 
where  50,000  people  live.  It  is  a  be¬ 
ginning  in  what  may  prove  to  be 
one  of  Methodism’s  b  i  g  forward 
movements  in  this  Island  Republic. 

After  leaving  Sevilla  Arriba  we 
journeyed  to  Pilon,  crossing  the  Si¬ 
erra  Maestra  Mountains,  and  reach¬ 
ing  the  seashore.  There  we  found 
an  enthusiastic  reception  by  the 
Methodist  congregation,  and  Bro. 
Dan  did  some  fine  preaching,  and 
the  hearts  of  the  people  were 
blessed. 

The  preaching  mission  over  we 
visited  other  mission  stations  and 
drove  back  to  Havana,  a  distance  of 
over  five  hundred  miles,  and  many 
detours  because  of  the  wrecked 
bridges,  wrecked  by  the  rebels  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  We  drove  all  the  way 
to  Havana,  leaving  Holguin  about 
seven  o’clock  at  night  and  arriving 
in  Havana,  after  many  trials  and 
tribulations,  the  next  day  about 
noon. 

We  rejoice  in  the  fine  fellowship 
had  with  the  Robinsons  during  their 
visit  to  Cuba,  and  thank  them  for 
the  wonderful  contribution  they 
made  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
people.  They  hold  a  large  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  May  every 
blessing  be  upon  these  golden-heart¬ 
ed  servants  of  the  King  of  Kings  as 
they  labor  for  Him  in  West  Mem¬ 
phis,  Arkansas! 


MAY  7,  1959 
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MCOR  Ministers 
To  the  Hungry  and 
Suffering  People 

Where  there  is  physical  hunger — 
and  suffering  and  oppression — there 
you  can  be,  through  your  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief. 
MCOR  is  the  heart  of  Methodism, 
its  arm  in  the  field  of  overseas  re¬ 
lief  and  rehabilitation. 

MCOR  ministers  to  the  victims  of 
catastrophes — floods,  fires,  droughts, 
earthquakes,  typhoons,  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  man-made  disasters — wars, 
revolutions,  civil  strife,  and  oppres¬ 
sion.  MCOR  serves  the  victims  of 
tragedy — those  who  are  homeless 
and  disabled,  sick  and  cold,  the 
widows  and  orphans,  and  the  refu¬ 
gees  wherever  they  escape. 

Methodist  assistance  is  given 
through  Methodist  representatives 
on  the  scene  or,  when  it  is  more  ef¬ 
ficient,  it  is  given  cooperatively 
through  Church  World  Service,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  or  other 
interdenominational  channels  —  all 
concrete  expressions  of  Christian 
brotherhood  and  concern. 

In  the  Share  Our  Surplus  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  churches,  every  dollar 
given  through  MCOR  will  provide 
more  than  300  pounds  of  surplus 
food  to  the  hungry  overseas. 

MCOR  depends  entirely  on  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  individ¬ 
uals,  churches,  and  groups.  A  part 
of  the  offerings  at  World-wide  and 
other  Communion  services  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  Week  of  Dedication  go  to 
MCOR.  But  direct  gifts  sent  to 
MCOR,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
11,  N.  Y.,  or  through  conference 
treasurers,  are  the  largest  source  of 
support.  And  for  these,  when  con¬ 
ference,  district,  and  charge  are 
listed,  Advance  Special  credit  al¬ 
ways  can  be  given. 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 


AMBASSADOR 

cioor 

NOW...A  BUDGET  a 
_  PRICED  PEW^^ 


Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  (third  from  left)  of  the  Oklahoma-New  Mexico 
Methodist  area  and  Mrs.  Smith  (second  from  right)  met  with  religious  and 
governmental  leaders  of  India  during  a  recent  episcopal  visitation.  Here 
the  Smiths  are  seen  with  four  Indian  leaders:  (from  left  to  right)  Dr. 
P.C.B.  Balaram,  area  secretary  for  promotion  and  public  relations  for  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia,  Mrs.  Shot  K.  Mondol,  Dr.  Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan,  Vice-president  of  India  and  a  noted  philosopher  who  has 
lectured  in  the  United  States,  and  Bishop  Shot  K.  Mondol  of  the  Delhi 
Methodist  area.  Bishop  Smith  conferred  with  Bishop  Mondol  and  other 
Methodist -leaders  during  his  India  visit.  While  in  Delhi,  he  and  Mrs.  Smith 
had  an  interview  with  Prime  Minister  Jawaharlal  Nehru.  Bishop  Smith  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  is  currently  president  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism  and  the  Joint  Section  of  Education  and  Cultivation 
of  the  Board  of  Missions. 


New  Book  Interprets 
Christian  Experience 

A  Primer  of  Beliefs  for  Methodist  ■ 
Laymen  is  a  new  book  of  96  pages 
by  Dr.  Kenneth  W.  Copeland  0f 
Travis  Park  Methodist  Church  jn 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  Recognizing  the 
need  for  a  book  interpreting  Chris-' 
tian  experience  and  life  in  terms 
and  in  a  style  that  would  interest 
Methodist  laymen,  Dr.  Copeland  re¬ 
sponded  with  this  readable  volume. 

He  deals  with  his  subjects  under 
eleven  chapter  themes.  They  are: 
“The  Knowable  God,  The  Reality 
of  Sin,  The  Grace  of  God,  The  Cross 
of  Christ,  Repentance,  Divine  For¬ 
giveness,  The  New  Birth,  The  Wit¬ 
ness  of  the  Spirit,  Christian  Perfec¬ 
tion,  The  Church,  and,  Jesus — Son 
of  Man,  Son  of  God.” 

This  book,  highly  Scriptural  in  its 
approach,  deals  in  a  clear  and  forth¬ 
right  manner  with  the  beliefs  that 
are  most  basic. 

Single  copy,  50c;  quantities  of  12 
or  more,  35c  each.  Order  from- 
METHODIST  EVANGELISTIC  MA¬ 
TERIALS,  1908  Grand  Ave.,  Nash¬ 
ville  5,  Tenn. 


Joseph  Brookshire 

Team 

Methodist  Evangelist 


TRAFCO  Films 
Cost  $1,000  Per 
Finished  Minute 

Films  produced  by  the  T.V.,  Rad¬ 
io,  and  Film  Commission  of  the 
Methodist  Church  cost  approximate¬ 
ly  $1,000.00  a  finished  minute  of 
film,  according  to  TRAFCO  leaders 
in  an  article  released  recently  pro¬ 
viding  background  information  con¬ 
cerning  TRAFCO  work. 

TRAFCO  has  the  responsibility 
of  the  preparation  and  production 
of  audio-visual  programs  for  all 
Methodist  boards  and  agencies  and 
to  distribute  such  programs  and 
materials  as  various  Methodist 
agencies  may  request  and  finance. 

TRAFCO  leaders  also  pointed  out 
that  films  it  produces  must  sincerely 
treat  the  subject  matter  of  any  film 
in  the  manner  desired  by  the  spon¬ 
soring  organizations  within  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  must  present 
that  subject  in  an  effective,  profes¬ 
sional  manner. 

Most  of  the  principal  actors  are 
from  New  York,  and  have  estab¬ 
lished  reputations  on  the  stage,  in 
movies,  on  television  originating  in 
New  York  on  many  different  pro¬ 
grams.  The  professional  contribu¬ 
tions  of  these  actors  assure  out¬ 
standing  performance,  interesting 


interpretation,  and  minimum  of  pro¬ 
duction  time. 

The  professional  staff  consisting 
of  director,  cameramen,  sound  men, 
studio  and  lighting  crew  are  part  of 
TRAFCO’s  regular  organization.  On 
some  occasions  a  director  of  photog¬ 
raphy  from  Hollywood  joins  the 
staff  for  specific  productions. 

Production  time  on  films  varies 
widely,  according  to  several  factors, 
whether  photographed  in  the  studio 
or  on  location,  the  weather,  color  or 
black  and  white,  the  number  of 
people  in  the  cast  and  the  number 
and  kind  of  sets  to  be  used. 

All  pictures  are  made  for  the 
audience  —  the  people  who  view 
them.  If  a  film  has  the  desired  ef¬ 
fect  upon  these  people,  then  it  is  a 
success. 


CHOIR  and 
PULPIT  ROBES 
Finest  quality,  lowest 
prices  —  save  at  Hartley. 
Write  for  free  catalog 

HARTLEY  religious 

VESTMENTS 
1813-J  Church  Street 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Evangelism  Extraordinary! 
Emphasizing  Public  Visitation 
Talented  Musicians,  Singers 

Complete  Preparation  Plans  for 
Church  and  Union  Missions 

Write  for  Arkansas  and  National 
References 

(July  5-19  yet  available) 

For  Dales,  Detailed  Information, 
and  Brochure 

Box  431  Lexington.  Kentucky 


DEADLINE", 


to  reach  WORLD  service  apportionments 

4r 

l 


A  world-wide  ministry  of  preaching, 
teaching,  healing,  and  saving — 
the  WORLD  SERVICE  program  of 
The  Methodist  Church — is  dependent  on 
remittances  received  from  your  church  by 
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Commission  on  Promotion  and  Cultivation  ot 
The  Methodist  Church,  740  Push  Street,  Chicago  11,  Illinois 
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Obituary 


BROWN — James  C.  Brown,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Winthrop,  Ark.,  Methodist 
Church,  died  March  6,  1959.  Mr. 
Brown  was  superintendent  of  the 
Winthrop  Methodist  Church  School, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
Church,  and  lay  leader  of  the  Win¬ 
throp  Charge. 

He  was  a  licensed  exhorter  of  the 
church  and  it  was  his  ambition  to 
become  a  minister. 

Funeral  services  were  at  10:00 
a.m.  March  9,  at  the  Winthrop  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  burial  was  in  the 
Campground  Cemetery.  Rev.  M.  T. 
Rose  assisted  by  Rev.  Earl  Devaiser 
officiated. 

Mr.  Brown  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Wade  B.  Brown  of  Winthrop,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  a  daughter  Mrs.  A.  C.  Reaves 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  son  Captain 


How  To  Have 

'THE  BISHOPS  SPEAK" 

In  Your  Church 


Write  to  the  Executive  Secretary  of  your  own  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education  Gisted  below). 

Give  exact  date  you  wish  to  show  the  film  or  films. 
Order  by  title  of  film  or  the  name  of  the  Bishop.  If 
possible,  give  alternate  date  you  might  use  the  film. 
There  is  no  rental  charge  for  the  film  Gt  is  a  service 
of  the  Jurisdictional  Commission). 

To  cover  postage  (both  ways),  insurance  and  main¬ 
tenance,  please  enclose  one  dollar  for  each  film 
ordered. 

Executive  Secretaries,  Conference  Boards  of  Education 

Louisiana  LlftU  Bock  North  Arkansas 

Dn  Bentley  Sloan®  Dr.  Roy  EL  Fawcall  Dr.  Ira  A.  Bromley 
P- O.  Box  4156  1723  Broadway  Hendrix  Station 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  Little  Rock.  Arkansas  Conway.  Arkansas 


James  M.  Brown  of  the  U.S.A.F. 
stationed  at  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
three  grandchildren,  and  two  sis¬ 
ters. 

News  In  The 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Mrs.  Alice  Hanlin  was  born  and 
grew  up,  as  the  daughter  of  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
—  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Hanlin — on  the  island  of  Kusaie  in 
the  Carolina  chain.  At  the  age  of  16 
she  was  teaching  Sunday  school,  and 
at  18  she  was  the  official  proofread¬ 
er  of  a  New  Testament  translation 
into  the  Kusaien  language  for  the 
American  Bible  Society.  When  she 
left  the  Pacific  atolls  in  1955  to  com¬ 
plete  her  education  in  the  United 
States,  and  King  John  of  Kusaie  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  girl  a  promise  to 
return  to  his  kingdom  and  teach  his 
people.  And  now  Mary  Alice,  to¬ 
gether  with  her  ministerial  husband, 
the  Rev.  Elden  Buck,  and  their  two 
daughters,  Lauren  Yvonne  and  Lisa 
Lynette,  have  returned  to  Kusaie  as 
preacher  and  teacher.  When  their 
vessel  landed  at  the  dock  of  the 
island,  the  heir  apparent  and  chief 
magistrate  of  the  kingdom.  Prince 
Paul,  was  there  to  meet  them  in  the 
name  of  his  father — and  so  were 
most  of  the  island’s  2,000  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Mary  Alice  will  reopen  the 
school  that  closed  when  she  left  the 
island. 


The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
(U.S.A.)  is  in  the  process  of  raising 
a  fund  of  $360,000  to  which  the  Fuji 
Electrical  Company  of  Japan  will 
add  $140,000;  and  the  half  million 
dollars  will  be  used  to  provide  a 
nuclear  reactor  for  use  in  St.  Paul’s 
University,  Tokyo,  Japan.  The  reac¬ 
tor,  which  will  be  the  only  private¬ 
ly-owned  reactor  in  Japan  (the  only 
other  one  there  being  government- 
owned)  will  be  used  in  the  training 
of  physicists,  chemists,  and  biolo- 


SHE 
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From  The  1st 

COMMONWEALTH  FEDERAL 
SAVINGS  AND  LOAN 
ASSOCIATION 

231  Louisiana 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


ALTON  B.  RANEY,  President 

W.  B.  HAYS,  Vice  President  &  See’y. 


gists,  and  also  for  thereputic  and 
diagnostic  care  at  the  related  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital.  “But  this  is  not 
simply  a  venture  in  scientific  re¬ 
search,”  notes  Presiding  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Lichtenberger.  The  theological 
basis  for  this  gift  is  to  be  found  in 
the  doctrine  of  creation.  Nuclear 
energy  is  part  of  God’s  created 
world.  Here  are  great  benefits  that 
can  be  made  available  to  many 
people.” 


According  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  R. 
McLaughlin,  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Commission  on  Chaplains 
(Washington,  D.C.),  there  are 
350,067  Methodists  in  military  serv¬ 
ice.  They  thus  outnumber  those  in 
the  largest  Annual  Conference  (Vir¬ 
ginia:  332,671)  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Add  their  dependents  who 
live  on  or  near  military  bases,  and 
the  figure  is  nearly  700,000.  They 
are  ministered  to  by  451  Methodist 
chaplains.  That  group  almost  equals 
the  number  of  ministers  in  two  av¬ 
erage-size  annual  conferences  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  “The  constant 
flow  of  young  people  into  the  mili¬ 
tary  ‘pipe  line’  —  uprooted  from 


home,  church  and  community  —  in¬ 
cludes  about  280  Methodists  a  Day,” 
Dr.  McLaughlin  notes.  “The  even 
greater  number  leaving  military 
service  to  return  to  civilian  life  in¬ 
cludes  about  334  Methodists  a  day 
—  comparable  to  the  membership  of 
an  average-size  Methodist  church.” 


People  50  lo  80 

COPY  DOWN  THIS  NAME  AND 
ADDRESS  NOW  .  .  . 

.  .  .  and  write  today  to  find  out  how 
you  can  still  apply  for  a  $1,000  life 
insurance  policy  to  help  take  care 
of  final  expenses  without  burdening 
your  family.  Mail  a  postcard  or  let¬ 
ter,  giving  your  name,  address  and 
year  of  birth  to: 

Old  American  Ins.  Co. 

1  West  9th,  Dept.  L507C 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

There  is  no  obligation — and  no 
one  will  call  on  you.  You  can  han¬ 
dle  the  entire  transaction  by  mail. 


HERE’S’ WHY 


Your  Building  Committee 
Should  Demand  Registered 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE 


Building  a  new  church  or  remodeling  your  present 
church  calls  for  the  best  in  lumber — if  your  invest¬ 
ment  is  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  The  modern  use 
of  wood  in  exciting  church  design  is  pointing  up 
the  amazing  economy  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft 
Pine  construction.  Quality  lumber  is  a  “must  for 
long-range  investment  in  your  church  structure.  The 
fact  that  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  meets  rigid 
finality  standards  in  manufacturing  assures  you  a 
lasting  edifice.  When  your  Finance  Committee 
specifies  the  use  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine, 
you  are  assured  of  properly  kiln-dried  lumber  that 
is  straight,  dry  and  strong.  It  will  “stay  put  ’  when 
nailed  into  place.  It  will  not  crack,  warp  or  buckle. 
So.  if  you  want  every  dollar  invested  in  your  church 
to  give  you  the  greatest  benefit — specify  Registered 
Arkansas  Soft  Pine! 


ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  .  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Above — 

YOUNGSTOWN,  O.  (RNS)  'OLD  RUGGED 
CROSS'  MARKS  AUTHOR'S  HOME  TOWN  — 
This  22-foot  cross  was  dedicated  in  Lake  Park 
Cemetery  here  in  tribute  to  the  late  Rev.  George 
Bennard,  writer  of  the  famous  hymn  "The  Old 
Rugged  Cross."  Born  Feb.  4,  1873  in  Youngs¬ 
town,  Mr.  Bennard,  a  Methodist  minister,  died 
last  October  at  the  age  of  85  in  Reed  City,  Mich. 
Timbers  of  the  cross,  over  130  years  old,  were 
taken  from  the  Veach  Methodist  church,  a  famil¬ 
iar  landmark  near  Hubbard,  O.  Mr.  Bennard's 
most  famous  hymn — he  wrote  more  than  300 — 
has  been  a  favorite  since  composed  in  1913. 
(RNS  Photo) 


Above _ 

MOORHEAD,  Minn.  (RNS)  BIBLE  HER 
GREATEST  TREASURE  AT  CENTURY  MARK — 
Clasping  her  most  precious  possession,  Mrs.  Han- 
sine  Gabrielson  posed  here  on  her  100th  birth¬ 
day  with  the  well-used  Norwegian  Bible  which 
she  brought  to  the  United  States  60  years  ago. 
A  new  treasure  is  the  congratulatory  letter  she 
received  from  President  Eisenhower  saluting  her 
on  her  natal  day.  One  of  60  residents  at  Even¬ 
tide  (Evangelical)  Lutheran  Home  here,  Mrs. 
Gabrielson  was  born  in  Norway  and  speaks  no 
English.  She  has  three  grandchildren  in  Minne¬ 
sota.  (RNS  Photo) 


Below — 

(RNS)  CHINESE  REFUGEE  ABSORBED  IN 
CHRISTIAN  TRACT  —  An  old  gentleman  at  a 
small  refugee  village  near  Taipei,  Formosa,  is 
absorbed  in  a  Christian  tract  given  to  him  by 
a  visiting  evangelist.  (RNS  Photo) 


r*£A  TV  RED 
p  OTO 
1  INDINGS 


Below — 

PASADENA,  Calif.  (RNS)  HE  TOOK  A 
DIFFERENT  PATH  —  Raised  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  a  Buddhist  priest  in  Ja¬ 
pan,  32-year-old  Masanao  Tanimoto  took  a  dif¬ 
ferent  path  and  is  now  studying  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary 
here.  Shown  holding  his  Bible,  Masanao  turned 
to  Christianity  nine  years  ago  after  hearing  a 
Japanese  evangelist  preach.  Upon  completing 
his  studies,  he  plans  to  return  to  Japan  as  a 
pastor  and  marry  his  Christian  fiancee,  whom 
he  has  not  seen  in  three  years.  (RNS  Photo) 


Above — 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  'GOD'S  LIT - 
TLE  NETWORK'  LINKS  PASTOR  AND  PEOPLE 
—  St.  Pet's  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  here 
serves  several  shut-in  members  through  an  inter¬ 
communication  system  called  "God's  Little  Net¬ 
work."  Operating  over  leased  telephone  lines, 
the  system  enables  the  Rev.  Donald  F.  Brake, 
pastor,  to  preach  simultaneously  to  worshippers 
in  the  sanctuary  and  others  at  home.  It  also  per¬ 
mits  two-way  participation  in  Sunday  Bible  class 
discussions.  Shown  tuning  in  are  double-amputee 
Alfred  Lanham,  Jr.,  and  his  widowed  mother,  an 
arthritic  cripple,  who  were  the  first  shut-in  mem¬ 
bers  to  be  linked  to  the  church.  (RNS  Photo) 

RELI5I0U5  HFFlUDTm 


Above — 

SEOUL,  Korea  (RNS)  CHRISTIANITY  TOP 
FAITH  IN  SEOUL  RADIO  SURVEY  —  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  now  the  strongest  religion  among 
Seoul's  1,700,000  inhabitants,  according  to  o 
survey  of  radio-equipped  homes  just  released  by 
the  interdenominational  Christian  radio  station, 
HLKY,  here.  Although  Christians  number  only 
6  per  cent  of  the  entire  country's  population 
the  study  showed  that  38  per  cent  of  Seoul's 
radio  families  gave  "Christian"  as  their  religious 
affiliation.  Buddhism,  the  next  strongest  religion , 
trailed  in  second  place  with  13  per  cent.  Forty- 
nine  percent  of  all  homes  had  radios,  HLKV, 
starting  its  fifth  year,  is  sponsored  by  the  No¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of  Korea.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Evangelism  Board 
Adopts  Ten  Year 
Objectives  Plan 

Miami  Beach,  Fla.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  in  its  annual  meeting  here, 
adopted,  in  principle,  a  report  set¬ 
ting  forth  some  objectives  for  the 
next  ten  years,  1960  to  1970. 

The  meeting  was  held  April  28-30 
at  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel.  Dr.  Cecil 
R.  Culver  of  El  Dorado  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Baord  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

The  report  will  receive  further 
attention  by  the  board’s  executive 
committee,  when  it  meets  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  At  that  time,  some  re¬ 
visions  or  additions  may  be  made, 
and  it  is  expected  that  one  or  two 
projects  will  be  planned  in  detail 
for  launching  on  January  1,  1960. 

Among  the  objectives  of  the  re¬ 
port,  as  read,  are  deepening  of  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  church,  special 
efforts  in  evangelism  to  reach  col¬ 
lege  students,  pushing  forward  in  a 
“great  lay  movement  of  evangel¬ 
ism,”  working  for  a  world  confer¬ 
ence  on  evangelism  as  a  prelude  to 
a  world  crusade,  and  the  emphases 
of  the  “Decade  of  Dynamic  Disciple- 
ship”  program  recommended  by  Dr. 
Harry  Denman,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
general  secretary  of  the  board. 
These  emphases  include  prayer,  Bi¬ 
ble  reading,  evangelistic  witnessing, 
indoctrinating  church  members  in 
the  Christian  and  Methodist  beliefs, 
starting  new  churches,  and  recruit¬ 
ment  of  ministers  and  missionaries. 

The  president  of  the  board,  Bishop 
W.  Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City, 
said,  “There  has  never  been  a 
greater  day  for  the  church  nor  a 
grander  challenge  for  evangelism. 
The  hour  has  struck,  the  call  of  God 
is  clear,  and  I  believe  the  response 
of  our  Methodism  will  be,  ‘Here  am 
I.  Send  me.’  ” 

Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin,  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops,  addressed 
a  luncheon  meeting,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  board  members,  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  of  the  Miami  and 
West  Palm  Beach  districts,  and  oth¬ 
er  persons. 

Bishop  Franklin  said  that  The 
Methodist  Church  “could  well  use 
a  fund  of  $50,000,000  to  build  new 
churches  and  congregations.”  This 
brought  “amens”  from  many  of 
those  present. 

Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber,  Richmond, 
Va.,  chairman  of  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Higher  Education, 
was  the  speaker  for  a  dinner  ob¬ 
serving  the  beginning  of  the  25th 
anniversary  year  of  The  Upper 
Room,  devotional  guide  published 
by  the  board. 


(RNS)— READY  FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Many  Methodist  churches 
are  observing  Children's  Day  during  this  time.  (RNS  photo) 


“We’re  Off  to  an  Excellent  Start” 

$618,092.50  in  Subscriptions  Reported  at 
First  Meeting  on  Centenary  Development 


Volunteer  workers  reported  a 
total  of  $618,092.50  in  subscriptions 
at  the  First  General  Report  Meeting 
of  the  1959  Centenary  College  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  Campaign. 

Following  are  the  amounts  report¬ 
ed  by  the  various  campaign  divi¬ 


sions: 

Advance  Gifts  . $550,259.00 

Special  Gifts  .  27,838.00 

General  Gifts  .  10,335.00 

College  .  7,837.50 

Area  Gifts  .  19,323.00 

National  Firms  .  2,500.00 


“We’re  off  to  an  excellent  start,” 
stated  general  campaign  chairman 
Robert  F.  Scott  at  the  luncheon 
meeting  in  the  Lake  Room  of  the 
Captain  Shreve  Hotel.  “Initial  gifts 
in  our  1959  campaign  indicate  that 
the  firms  and  families  in  this  com¬ 
munity  along  with  other  friends  of 
Centenary  are  genuinely  interested 
in  helping  to  build  a  greater  Cen¬ 
tenary.  If  our  remaining  prospects 
are  as  generous  as  those  initially 
contacted,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we 


shall  achieve  our  goal  of  $1,700,000 
needed  to  fulfill  ‘immediate  needs’ 
of  the  college.” 

Scott  urged  all  workers  to  see  as 
quickly  and  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
college’s  development  program. 

The  1959  campaign  will  provide 
for  a  new  library,  school  of  music, 
religious  activities  building  and 
boys’  dormitory.  Additional  needs 
which  will  be  required  during  the 
next  10  years  include  a  humanities 
building,  an  auditorium,  an  exten¬ 
sion  to  the  gymnasium,  additional 
dormitory  space,  further  beautifica¬ 
tion  and  improvement  of  the  campus 
and  endowment  funds  to  provide 
endowed  faculty  chairs,  sabbatical 
leaves  for  advanced  study,  faculty 
salary  increases,  scholarship  aid  and 
general  operational  support. 

More  than  100  workers  attended 
the  report  meeting.  Additional  re¬ 
port  meetings  are  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  May  19th,  and  Tuesday, 
May  26th. 


Christian  Civic 
Foundation  Is 
Newly  Organized 

Dr.  Wm.  E.  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Benton, 
Ark.,  has  been  named  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  for  the  Arkansas  Christian 
Civic  Foundation.  Dr.  Brown’s  new 
duties  will  begin  June  1,  with  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Waldon  Building  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock. 

The  announcement  was  made  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion  at  the  Baptist  Headquarters 
Building  in  Little  Rock,  Thursday, 
May  7.  The  organization  adopted  a 
$22,000.00  budget,  which  will  be 
supported  by  Methodists,  Southern 
Baptists  and  Assemblies  of  God 
churches.  Other  denominations  are 
expected  to  join  in  support  of  the 
organization  in  the  future. 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Christian  Civic  Foundation, 
Inc.,  include  Tom  Digby,  president, 
North  Little  Rock;  Rev.  J.  Albert 
Gatlin,  first  vice  president,  Para- 
gould;  Rev.  Rueben  South,  second 
vice  president,  North  Little  Rock, 
Paul  Meers,  third  vice  president, 
Dardanelles  Rev.  T.  J.  Gotcher, 
fourth  vice  president,  North  Little 
Rock;  Rev.  Charles  W.  Baughman, 
secretary,  Mabelvale;  and  Rev. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  treasurer,  Little 
Rock. 

Others  chosen  to  serve  with  the 
officers  on  the  Executive  Committee 
are  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Spore,  Monti- 
cello;  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Jonesboro; 
Rev.  G.  W.  Hardcastle,  Little  Rock, 
and  Rev.  Erwin  McDonald,  Little 
Rock. 

Dr.  Brown  said,  “The  organization 
of  the  Arkansas  Christian  Civic 
Foundation,  Inc.,  is  the  outgrowth 
of  an  expanded  program  of  the 
Temperance  League  of  Arkansas, 
coordinating  the  purpose  and  effort 
of  the  Christian  forces  of  the  state, 
is  formed  because  of  the  realization 
of  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  im¬ 
moral  practices  in  our  society  that 
tends  to  undermine  the  moral  foun¬ 
dations  of  our  people.” 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  May  14-May  23  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


May  14 
May  15 
May  16 
May  17 
May  18 
May  19 
May  20 
May  21 
May  22 
May  23 


Colossians  4:10-18 
I  Thessalonians  1:1-10 
I  Thessalonians  2:1-12 
I  Thessalonians  2:13-20 
I  Thessalonians  3:1-13 
I  Thessalonians  4:1-12 
I  Thessalonians  4:13-18 
I  Thessalonians  5:1-11 

I  Thessalonians  5:12-28 

II  Thessalonians  1:1-12 


With  Board  of  Trustees  Endorsement 


UPPER  ROOM 
Chapel  Window 
To  Be  Dedicated 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  new 
Pentecost  Window  of  the  Upper 
Room  Chapel  here  will  be  dedicat¬ 
ed  on  Pentecost  Sunday,  May  17. 

Principal  speaker  will  be  Brooks 
Hays,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  former  U.  S.  representative 
from  Arkansas. 

The  program  has  been  planned 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts, 
Nashville,  dean  of  the  chapel  and 
editor  of  The  Upper  Room,  inter¬ 
nationally  circulated  devotion¬ 
al  guide  published  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 
Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  Nashville, 
will  preside. 

The  chapel  has  become  widely 
known  for  its  wood  carving  of  The 
Last  Supper  and  is  visited  by 
thousands  of  people  each  year.- 

“With  the  installation  of  the 
window,  the  Upper  Room  Chapel 
will  have  two  features  that  call  at¬ 
tention  to  events  that  occurred  in 
upper  rooms,  the  Last  Supper  and 
Pentecost,”  said  Dr.  Potts. 

The  $27,000  stained  glass  window 
is  20  feet  by  eight  feet  in  size.  The 
main  medallions  in  the  center  area 
tell  the  story  of  Pentecost.  Other 
designs  depict  the  “heroes  of  the 
faith”  and  the  growth  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  symbolize  world 
Christian  fellowship. 

Those  depicted  in  the  window 
are  Peter,  Stephen,  Paul,  Barna¬ 
bas,  Augustine,  Bernard  of  Clair- 
vaux,  Francis  of  Assisi,  Martin 
Luther,  George  Fox,  John  Bunyan, 
Isaac  Watts,  John  Wesley,  Charles 
Wesley,  George  Whitefield,  Roger 
Williams,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Sam¬ 
uel  Davies,  Francis  Asbury,  Wil¬ 
liam  McKendree,  Phillips  Brooks, 
Alexander  Campbell,  Florence 
Nightingale,  George  Washington 
Carver,  and  John  R.  Mott. 

Among  those  participating  in  the 
dedication  will  be  outstanding  min¬ 
isters  of  various  denominations  and 
representatives  of  Scarritt  College, 
Vanderbilt  University,  Fisk  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Peabody  College. 

Pentecost  (or  Whitsunday)  is 
generally  thought  of  as  the  birth¬ 
day  of  the  Christian  church.  It  is 
observed  by  many  communions  50 
days  after  Easter. 


Writers  Conference 
Scheduled  For 
Lake  Junaluska 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — A  Meth¬ 
odist  writers  conference  will  be 
held  July  14-16  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  C. 

“The  conference  will  provide  in-- 
struction  and  guidance  for  persons 
interested  in  various  types  of  writ¬ 
ing  for  the  church  and  public  press 
and  script-writing  for  radio  and 
television  programs,”  said  the  Rev. 
Dr.  D.  Trigg  James,  program  di¬ 
rector  for  the  Lake  Junaluska  As¬ 
sembly  and  an  executive  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Southeastern  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Council. 

“We  hope  both  ministers  and 
laymen  will  attend,”  said  Dr.  James, 
“and  beginning  writers  as  well  as 
professionals.” 

Director  of  the  conference  will 


Pentecost  Window 
In  UPPER  ROOM  Chapel 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Webb  B.  Garrison, 
president  of  McKendree  College, 
Lebanon,  Ill.,  and  author  of  seven 
books  and  many  essays  and  articles. 

Workshops  and  their  leaders  will 
be  as  follows: 

News  Writing  for  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lications  and  the  Public  Press — The 
Rev.  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody,  New  York 
City,  general  secretary  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  Commission  on  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Methodist  Information. 

Editing  Small  Magazines  and 
Church  Bulletins  —  Miss  Rowena 
Ferguson,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  editor 
of  youth  publications  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education. 

Script  Writing  for  Radio  and 
Television — The  Rev.  Dr.  Howard 
E.  Tower,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  asso¬ 
ciate  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission. 

Feature  Writing  for  Church  Pub¬ 
lications — Herman  A.  Teeter,  Chi¬ 
cago,  an  associate  editor  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Together  magazine. 

Procuring  and  Using  Pictures  in 
Editing  Church  Publications  and 
Magazines  (also  discussion  of  lay¬ 
out  techniques) — The  Rev.  Dr.  Os¬ 
car  L.  Simpson,  Chicago,  editor  of 
promotional  publications  for  the 
Methodist  Commission  on  Promo¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation. 

Free  Lance  Writing  as  an  Avo¬ 
cation — Dr.  Garrison. 

Dr.  Stoody  will  give  the  closing 
address  of  the  conference,  and 
those  attending  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  hear  other  addresses 
which  will  be  given  in  connection 
with  a  pastor  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents  conference  scheduled  at 
the  Lake  at  the  same  time. 


Hendrix  To  Push  Ahead  On  10  Year  Plan 

By  Hendrix  News  Bureau 

The  Hendrix  College  Board  of  Trustees  has  endorsed  an  ambitious 
10-year  development  program  aimed  at  major  additions  to  the  College’s 
plant,  endowment  and  student  enrollment. 

Trustees  on  May  5  approved  a  plan  presented  by  President  Marshall 
T.  Steel  calling  for 

1.  extensive  remodeling  in  the  immediate  future  of  the  present  ad¬ 
ministration  and  library  buildings, 

2.  erection  of  a  new  Physical  Education  Building  and  a  new  Fine  Arts 
Building, 

3.  increasing  the  endowment  to  about  $10,000,000,  and 

4.  increasing  the  student  body  to  about  900. 


President  Steel  announced  that 
have  already  given  the  program  a 
good  start  with  pledges  totalling 
$350,000.  One  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  this  amount  was  an¬ 
nounced  several  months  ago.  The 
remainder  is  made  up  of  two  addi¬ 
tional  gifts  of  $100,000  and  one  of 
$50,000.  All  the  donors  have  made 
firm  commitments,  he  said,  but 
prefer  to  remain  unidentified  at 
this  time. 

Present  endowment  of  Hendrix 
is  about  $2,250,000,  and  present  en¬ 
rollment  is  about  600.  The  college 
will  not  be  able  to  accept  any  ap¬ 
preciably  larger  enrollment,  Presi¬ 
dent  Steel  reported  to  trustees,  un¬ 
til  it  can  obtain  additional  build¬ 
ings  and  endowment.  Student  fees 
pay  only  about  half  the  cost  of  op¬ 
erating  the  college,  and  about  $10,- 
000  of  endowment  for  each  student 
is  necessary  to  make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence. 

“We  could,  through  government 
loan,  borrow  money  and  build 
three  new  dormitories  within  the 
next  three  years,”  President  Steel 
said.  “I  believe  beyond  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt  that,  if  we  worked  at  it, 
within  three  years  we  could  fill 
those'  three  dormitories  with  stu¬ 
dents.  But  inasmuch  as  the  stu¬ 
dents  pay  less  than  half  the  cost  of 
their  education,  the  adding  of  three 
dormitories  or  300  students  could 
easily  add  to  our  operating  budget 
somewhere  from  $100,000  to  $120,- 
000  a  year  that  would  have  to  be 
raised  in  the  church  or  from  other 
sources.  It  is  my  feeling  that  we 
should  not  build  any  new  dormi¬ 
tory  until  first  we  have  added  the 
minimum  of  a  half  million  dollars 
to  our  endowment  for  every  100 
students  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
dormitory.” 

Many  Hendrix  students  and 
alumni  have  expressed  the  wish 
that  the  College  not  become  a  “big” 
college,  President  Steel  said,  but 
study  over  the  past  year  indicates 
that  the  personalized  program  and 
close  relationships  of  a  small  cam¬ 
pus  can  still  be  maintained  with 
the  projected  enrollment  of  900. 

The  projected  enrollment  of  900, 
he  said,  represented  only  a  slightly 
larger  group  of  students  than  the 
church  was  providing  for  with 
Hendrix,  former  Henderson-Brown 
College  and  former  Galloway  Wom¬ 
an’s  College  in  the  1930’s. 

"I  earnestly  hope  that  no  one 
will  measure  my  administration  by 
the  bulk  of  the  student  body,”  the 
president  said.  “I  have  no  interest 
or  purpose  in  seeing  how  big  Hen¬ 
drix  can  become.  I  am  much  more 
interested  in  carrying  responsibili¬ 
ties  related  to  the  maintenance  and 
the  strengthening  of  a  sound  aca¬ 
demic  program  on  this  campus.” 

Dr.  Steel  reported  that  “Hendrix 
College  is  located  in  an  area  where 
there  is  relatively  low  per  capita 
income.  Always  I  believe  Hendrix 
College  is  going  to  have  to  pro¬ 
vide  education  at  substantially  less 


four  donors,  all  Arkansas  families, 


than  students  can  pay  for  their 
education.  I  can  imagine  that  for 
a  long  time  to  come,  and  maybe 
forever,  the  Methodist  Church  will 
continue  the  program  it  has  al¬ 
ready  started,  putting  the  support 
of  the  college  in  the  church  bud¬ 
get.  But  we  should  as  we  look  to 
the  future  begin  to  think  of  a  sub¬ 
stantial  part  of  our  income  coming 
from  endowment  that  would  be 
reasonably  steady  over  a  substan¬ 
tial  period  of  years.” 

No  general  campaign  for  funds 
from  The  Methodist  Church  is 
planned,  President  Steel  said.  Ar¬ 
kansas  churches  are  already  de¬ 
veloping  a  program  for  contribut¬ 
ing  a  dollar  per  member  annually 
to  the  current  budget  of  the  Col¬ 
lege.  It  is  expected  that  a  large 
part  of  the  funds  sought  will  come 
through  a  bequest  program  and 
large  gifts  from  individuals  and 
foundations. 

First  priority  in  the  physical  de¬ 
velopment  program  will  be  given 
to  remodeling  of  the  present  ad¬ 
ministration  and  library  buildings. 
Increase  in  the  instructional .  and 
administrative  staff  is  creating  a 
scarcity  in  office  space. 

Remodeling  plans  for  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  Building  are  nearly 
complete,  and  the  work  will  possi¬ 
bly  be  done  this  summer.  Plans 
include  major  readjustments  of  the 
first  floor,  with  offices  being  re¬ 
arranged  around  central  reception 
rooms,  and  installation  of  a  com¬ 
bined  heating  and  air  conditioning 
system.  Plans  for  air  conditioning 
and  major  rearranging  of  space  in 
the  Library  are  also  well  advanced. 

Applications  for  the  fall  term 
have  reached  the  College  in  record 
proportions.  James  Clemons,  field 
representative,  reported  to  the 
Board  that  five  times  as  many  new 
girl  students  have  applied  as  the 
College  has  dormitory  accommoda¬ 
tions  for.  More  than  twice  as  many 
new  men  students  have  applied  as 
there  are  dormitory  spaces  for. 

The  development  program  as 
outlined  emphasizes  physical  and 
financial  needs  of  Hendrix,  Presi¬ 
dent  Steel  .said,  but  that  does  not 
mean  that  academic  needs,  includ¬ 
ing  maintaining  and  building  the 
quality  of  the  faculty,  are  being 
overlooked.  Three  hundred  alum¬ 
ni  of  the  past  10  years,  answering 
a  query  of  the  college,  are  almost 
unanimous,  he  said,  in  naming  the 
competence  and  character  of  the 
faculty  as  the  college’s  greatest 
asset. 

“Whenever  I  return  to  the  Hen¬ 
drix  campus  from  visits  to  other 
institutions  I  am  reminded  of  the 
competence  and  dedication  of  the 
faculty,”  President  Steel  said. 
“They  are  the  key  to  the  success 
of  any  college.  We  are  under  a 
solemn  commitment  to  hold  the 
needs  of  the  faculty  always  in  the 
forefront  of  our  thinking.” 
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Warns  Against 
Decline  of  Methodist 
Ratio  to  Population 

Miami  Beach,  Fla.  (RNS)— Un¬ 
less  greater  gains  in  membership 
are  realized  in  the  next  few  years, 
the  proportion  of  Methodists  in  the 
U.  S.  population  will  decline,  a 
Methodist  leader  said  here. 

Ray  H.  Nichols  of  Vernon,  Tex., 
newspaper  publisher  and  president 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Lay  Activities,  said  “there  is  reason 
for  encouragement,  however,”  in  the 
fact  that  certain  areas  of  the  church 
have  made  “outstanding  gains”  for 
a  number  of  years. 

He  told  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  that  “this  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  that  winning  members  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  is  largely  a  matter 
of  organization,  effective  planning 
and  dedication  to  the  primary  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Church.” 

Mr.  Nichols  urged  a  larger  use 
of  laymen  in  all  types  of  evangelis¬ 
tic  effort  to  overcome  the  shortage 
of  ministers,  and  intensive  empha¬ 
sis  on  evangelism  in  the  churches. 

“Evangelism,  continuous,  persis¬ 
tent  and  urgent  and  emphasizing 
the  heart-warming  experiences  in 
dedicated  Christian  service,  is  the 
answer  to  most  of  the  church’s 
problems,”  he  said. 

Church  Construction 
Totaled  $67,000,000 
During  April 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Church 
construction  totaled  $67,000,000 
during  April,  topping  the  same 
month  of  1958  by  $6,000,000,  the  De¬ 
partments  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
reported  here. 

The  April  upsurge  brought  total 
construction  activity  by  churches 
to  $277,000,000  for  the  first  four 
months  of  1959,  an  increase  of  9  per 
cent  from  a  year  ago. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — 
IMMORTALITY  IN  WAX. 
Life-like  figures  of  the  four 
heroic  World  War  II  Army 
chaplains  who  sacrificed  their 
lives  for  enlisted  men  when  the 
transport  Dorchester  was  tor¬ 
pedoed  off  Greenland  in  1943 
now  preserve  their  enduring 
fame  in  this  tableau  at  the 
National  Historical  Wax  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Washington,  D.  C.  A 
soldier  (left),  wearing  the  fast 
of  the  chaplains'  life  jackets, 
says  farewell.  The  four  clergy¬ 
men  were  (left  to  right);  Rabbi 
Alexander  D.  Goode  of  York, 
Pa.  (Jewish);  The  Rev.  George 
L.  Fox  of  Cambridge,  Vt. 
(Methodist);  the  Rev.  Clark  V. 
Poling  of  Philadelphia  (Bap¬ 
tist);  and  Father  John  P. 
Washington  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
(Roman  Catholic).  In  the  real¬ 
istic  motion  display,  the  ill- 
fated  ship  rolls  slowly  as  spe¬ 
cial  lighting  and  sound  effects 
recreate  a  storm  at  sea  and 
the  inferno  within.  (RNS  photo) 


By  Methodist  Bishop 

Castro  Lauded  For  Help  To  Churchmen 

READING,  Mass.  (RNS) — Cuba’s  Premier  Fidel  Castro,  who  led  in¬ 
surgent  forces  in  overthrowing  the  Batista  regime,  has  been  “helpful  and 
generous”  to  evangelical  churchmen  on  the  island,  Methodist  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord  of  Boston  said  here. 

Under  the  “fear-ridden  regime  of  Batista,”  the  bishop  declared,  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  in  Cuba  could  not  hold  night  services  because  “no  one 
dared  to  venture  out  after  dark.” 

“Today,”  he  observed,  “services  are  being  held  at  night  and  the  people 
move  without  fear.  People  can  once  again  talk  and  write  freely  without 
censorship  of  the  press.” 

Speaking  at  the  dedication  of  a  new  fellowship  house  at  Old  bourn 


Strange  Coincidence 

Wheaton,  Md.  (RNS)  —  The 
other  day  a  resident  of  this  pop¬ 
ulous  suburb  of  Washington,  D. 
C.,  took  his  automobile  to  the 
garage  for  repairs  and  was  dis¬ 
mayed  to  hear  that  the  car  would 
have  to  be  left  all  day. 

“Gosh,”  he  said,  “I  promised 
to  chauffeur  the  Priest  of  my 
parish  around  on  some  calls  this 
afternoon.” 

The  garage  owner  was  sym¬ 
pathetic. 

“Take  my  car,”  he  suggested, 
and  the  offer  was  gratefully  ac¬ 
cepted. 

And  that  is  how  a  Catholic 
•priest  came  to  be  making  his 
rounds  in  an  automobile  on  the 
bumper  of  which  was  the  slogan, 
“Evangelism  Rally  —  First  Bap¬ 
tist  church  of  Wheaton.” 

Hearing  Scheduled 
On  Banning  Liquor 
From  Airlines 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Chair¬ 
man  Oren  Harris  (D.-Ark.)  of  the 
House  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mittee  announced  here  that  public 
hearings  will  be  held  May  14  and 
15  on  legislation  to  ban  the  serving 
of  alcohol  on  commercial  airlines. 

The  legislation  has  attracted  con¬ 
siderable  interest  among  religious 
and  temperance  groups  and  also 
has  the  support  of  the  airline  hos¬ 
tesses’  and  pilots’  organizations. 

Meanwhile,  two  more  members 
of  the  House  have  introduced  bills 
to  bdn  the  serving  of  liquor  on  any 
aircraft  while  in  flight.  The  bills 
were  offered  by  Rep.  Walter  H. 
Judd  (R.-Minn.)  and  Roy  Wier  (D.- 
Minn.). 


Methodist  church  here,  Bishop  Lord 
noted  that  Dr.  Castro  was  a  Roman 
Catholic.  Praising  the  revolutionary 
leader  as  “a  symbol  of  freedom,” 
he  called  on  Americans  to  help 
Cubans  “consolidate”  their  gains. 

“Americans,”  he  said,  “with  their 
own  heritage  of  freedom  won  at 
great  cost,  should  not  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  the  rejoicing  of 
the  Cuban  people.” 

Commenting  on  Castro’s  avowed 
plans  to  make  education  available 
for  all  Cubans,  Bishop  Lord  said 
The  Methodist  Church  has  “set  it¬ 
self  to  the  task  of  raising  the  level 
of  education  in  this  revolt-torn 
land.”  Candler  College,  Methodist 
school  in  Havana,  has  1,000  boys  in 
its  elementary  and  high  school 
grades,  he  pointed  out. 


The  new  Anglican  bishop  of  Bris¬ 
tol,  England,  the  Right  Rev.  Oliver 
Tomkins,  has  announced  that  he 
will  not  be  available  to  open  church 
bazaars  in  his  diocese.  In  his  Dio¬ 
cesan  Gazette  he  notes  that  the  ba¬ 
zaar  “does  not  carry  with  it  fruits 
of  personal  contact  and  pastoral 
intimacy  which  make  it  worth  the 
price.” 


President  Asks 
Churches  to  Observe 
Citizenship  Day 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  called  on  churches 
and  religious  organizations  to  ob¬ 
serve  Thursday,  September  17,  as 
Citizenship  Day  and  the  week  of 
September  17-23  as  Constitution 
Week. 

The  President  asked  that  citizens 
observe  the  birthday  of  the  United 
States  Constitution,  signed  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia  September  17,  1787,  and 
“keep  faith  with  the  Founding 
Fathers  by  giving  life  and  meaning 
to  the  ideals  of  the  Constitution.” 

He  said  that  Citizenship.  Day 
should  be  observed  as  a  special  day 
for  recognition  of  young  people  who 
have  come  of  age  during  the  year 
and  those  of  foreign  birth  who  have 
been  naturalized. 

In  a  special  proclamation,  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  asked  religious, 
educational,  and  civic  groups  to 
“plan  appropriate  ceremonies  to  de¬ 
velop  a  better  understanding  of  the 
rights  and  responsibilities  of  citi¬ 
zenship.” 
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On  To  Pentecost 

ONE  is  bound  to  find  agreement  in  advocating  that  Pentecost 
Sunday,  May  17,  this  year  should  receive  wide  attention 
among  Methodists;  yet  would  such  a  suggestion  actually 
prompt  widespread  support?  Yet,  Methodism  was  born  in  the 
experience  of  one  man  who  had  a  real  Pentecostal  experience,  and 
strangely  enough  during  the  season  of  Pentecost,  1838.  Whether 
or  not  there  was  any  association  between  the  observance  of  Pente¬ 
cost  and  Mr.  Wesley’s  experience  on  Aldersgate  Street  in  London 
during  the  evening  of  May  24,  1838  is,  of  course,  only  a  matter  of 
speculation,  but  few  would  doubt  but  that  something  of  the  same 
experience  came  to  Mr.  Wesley  that  also  came  to  the  twelve 
Apostles  on  the  first  Christian  Pentecost  from  which  Pentecost 
Sunday  dates. 

Why  are  Methodists  of  today  so  reluctant  to  seek  out  personal 
religious  experiences  which  may  give  rise  to  vocal  or  physical  ex¬ 
pressions?  We  seriously  pose  this  question,  for  in  many  other  areas 
of  their  living  Methodists  are  not  nearly  so  hesitant  about  giving 
expression  to  their  inner  feelings.  However,  for  many  Methodists, 
simply  to  suggest  Pentecost  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  raise  all  sorts 
of  objections  and  queer  images. 

Methodists  oftentimes  try  to  hide  behind  a  cloud  of  intellectual 
respectability  or  honesty  as  they  face  this  question.  One  must  be 
able  to  talk  rationally  about  one’s  faith  and  not  get  too  emotional 
about  it.  We  would  be  the  first  to  agree  that  there  must  be  in¬ 
tellectual  integrity  about  one’s  faith,  but  this  is  hardly  grounds  for 
stopping  short  of  an  actual  experience  of  the  faith  itself. 

Yet,  in  this  most  serious  of  all  of  life’s  experiences,  this  matter 
of  dealing  with  one’s  experiencing  the  warm,  saving  companion¬ 
ship  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  yielding  of  oneself  to  one’s  God  to 
such  a  degree  that  one  cannot  refrain  from  sharing  in  some  fashion 
of  expression  that  experience  with  others,  in  all  this  we  Methodists 
somehow  become  hesitant.  It  very  well  may  be  that  so  few  of  us 
have  really  known  the  fullness  of  Pentecost  that  we  have  so  little 
to  share  with  others. 

An  Overpaid  Profession 

THE  most  overpaid  profession  in  the  world,  according  to  a 
new  piece  of  material  now  being  circulated  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Ministerial  Training  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  is  the  Christian  ministry.  The  pamphlet  contends,  rightly 
so  we  believe,  that  compensations  to  the  person  entering  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  are  greater  by  far  than  those  offered  by  any  other 
profession. 

These  compensations  are  not  the  usual  monetary  kind,  for  in 
that  sense  the  pay  scale  is  still  far  behind  those  offered  by  other 
professions  requiring  comparable  training,  experience,  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  working  hours.  But  the  compensation  of  personal  satis¬ 
faction  in  helping  people  in  all  walks  of  life  meet  their  personal 
needs  is  something  that  money  itself  cannot  buy. 

Methodism  is  concerned  during  this  quadrennium  with  chal¬ 
lenging  more  of  its  youth  to  enter  one  of  the  many  full  time  Chris¬ 
tian  vocations.  Thousands  of  qualified,  committed  youth  are  need¬ 
ed  annually  to  enter  these  vocations  to  serve  their  Lord,  the  Church 
and  people.  Rightly  speaking,  the  question  often  uppermost  in 
young  people’s  minds  facing  the  decision  as  to  what  to  do  to  make 
their  one  life  count  the  most  is  “What  will  I  get  out  of  it?”  Here 
is  an  answer  that  cannot  be  ignored. 

One  may  question,  quite  properly,  if  a  decision  can  be  properly 
faced  on  the  basis  of  an  answer  to  such  a  question.  Would  it  not 
be  selfishness  to  contend  that  one  should  enter  a  full  time  Christian 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  bjamm 


External  and  Internal  Preservation 


vocation  on  the  basis  alone  that  personal  satisfaction  is  the  rich 
return  for  a  job  well  done?  Perhaps  so.  A  more  worthy  basis 
would  be  a  compelling  desire  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  needs  of 
others,  whether  in  the  pulpit,  mission  field,  classroom,  editorial 
office  or  elsewhere.  We  suggest,  however,  that  the  rich  rewards 
of  personal  satisfaction  are  indicative  of  the  righteousness  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  any  of  these  fields. 

Pastors  and  workers  with  youth  will  do  well  to  make  this 
pamphlet  “The  Most  Overpaid  Profession  In  The  World”  available 
to  youth.  It  may  be  secured  by  writing  to  the  Methodist  agency 
mentioned  above. 

Problems  On  The  Move 

PERSONS,  highly  qualified  in  population  trends,  political  sci¬ 
ence  and  sociology,  are  now  predicting  that  civil  rights  and 
racial  problems  so  long  identified  with  the  South  are  now 
moving  North,  and  at  an  accelerated  rate.  This  development  is 
being  brought  about  by  the  gains  in  Negro  population  in  many 
Northern  metropolitan  areas.  One  leader  predicts  that  within  30 
years,  Negroes  will  constitute  25  to  50  per  cent  of  total  population 
in  10  of  the  14  largest  cities. 

Some  sociologists  are  pointing  out  this  migration  will  be  met 
with  resistance  and  intolerance.  If  this  be  true,  Southern  people 
can  expect  a  somewhat  more  sympathetic  understanding  of  prob¬ 
lems  which  they  have  been  experiencing.  What  is  happening  now 
in  Little  Rock  could  easily  be  duplicated  in  a  dozen  situations  un¬ 
less  great  care  is  exercised. 

The  solution,  as  we  see  it,  to  such  situations,  whether  South 
or  North  of  the  Mason-Dixon  line,  will  come  when  there  arises 
sufficient  local  interest  to  deal  adequately  and  fairly  with  such 
problems.  Such  local  interest  may  now  be  developing  in  Little 
Rock. 
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Eight  Day  Evangelistic  Mission 

By  Rev.  Jimmie  J.  Caraway,  Pastor 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 


BY  invitation  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  and 
General  Board  of  Missions, 
nineteen  Methodist  ministers 
were  asked  to  participate  in  an 
eight  day  Evangelistic  Mission  in 
the  countries  _  of  Costa  Rica  and 
Panama  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
more  Christian  understanding  be¬ 
tween  our  church  and  people  in  the 
United  States  and  our  church  and 
people  in  Costa  Rica  and  Panama. 

After  a  briefing  session  of  the 
ministers  in  New  Orleans  on  Tues¬ 
day,  April  7th,  we  left  by  plane 
early  Wednesday  morning  for  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica — before  arriving 
in  Costa  Rica  we  made  brief  stops 
in  four  Central  American  coun¬ 
tries.  In  Cost  Rica  we  all  had 
three  days  in  which  to  view  our 
church  at  work  in  Costa  Rica,  hear 
Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbieri  of 
Argentina  speak  at  a  rally  of  five 
hundred  people  and  meet  with  our 
missionaries  and  national  minister¬ 
ial  students  in  our  preparation 
school  for  Christian  Workers  for 
Costa  Rica  and  Panama  at  Ala- 
juela,  Costa  Rica. 

On  Friday  twelve  of  the  minis¬ 
ters  were  assigned  to  work  in 
churches  in  Costa  Rica  and  a  team 
of  seven  ministers  left  to  work  in 
our  church  in  Panama.  Rev.  Kirby 
Vining  of  Berwick,  Louisiana,  re¬ 
mained  with  the  team  in  Costa 
Rica  and  I  was  assigned  with  the 
team  in  Panama. 

A  Week  With  Methodist  Missions 
In.  Panama 

We  arrived  in  Panama  at  the  Te- 
cumum  International  Airport  just 
after  8  o’clock  in  the  evening.  We 
were  met  at  the  airport  by  Rev. 
Charles  Butler,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Panama  work.  The 
airport  is  located  about  fifteen 
miles  outside  Panama  City  and  we 
were  due  for  an  evening  worship 
service  at  our  Seawall  Methodist 
Mission  Church  at  7:30  o’clock.  It 
took  about  twenty  minutes  to  go 
through  customs  and  then  about 
thirty  minutes  by  car  to  the  church. 
The  service  was  in  progress  and 
one  of  our  missionaries,  the  Rev. 
Reginald  Wheatley  had  been  con¬ 
ducting  the  long  service  up  until 
this  time.  There  were  eight  min¬ 
isters  from  the  United  States  in 
the  group  and  we  were  ushered  up 
to  the  front  pew  and  introduced  to 
the  hundred  or  more  Panamanians 
who  made  up  the  congregation. 

Following  the  introductions  and 
reading  the  assignment  for  the 
week,  the  leader  of  our  group,  Dr. 
Leslie  Ross  of  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism,  spoke  through  an 
interpreter  to  the  Spanish  speaking 
group  for  about  ten  minutes  on 
the  meaning  and  purpose  of  the 
Evangelistic  Mission  scheduled  for 
Panama  for  the  week. 

Meeting  The  Home  Host 
After  the  service,  met  Rev.  Fran¬ 
cisco  Santana  Pitty  in  whose  home 
I  was  to  spend  the  week  in  New 
Cristobal.  Also  the  ladies  of  the 
church  had  a  reception  and  served 


refreshments  for  us  following  the 
service.  We  spent  the  night  in  a 
hotel  near  the  church. 

At  six  o’clock  Saturday  morning 
we  were  at  the  airport  to  see  three 
of  the  group  off  to  churches  in  the 
David  area  and  Dr.  Ross  was  to 
board  a  plane  back  to  Costa  Rica 
to  work  with  the  group  there  for 
the  week. 

After  breakfast  at  the  Wheatley’s, 
we  made  a  visit  to  the  Methodist 
High  School  in  Panama  City.  We 
have  about  800  students  in  the 
high  school  and  in  the  Primary 
School,  we  have  550  students. 

At  12:15  I  was  boarding  the 
Canal  Zone  Train  for  a  ride  across 
the  isthmus  to  Colon  and  the  New 
Cristobal  Church  where  I  was  to 
work  for  the  week.  After  a  nice 
view  of  the  Panama  Canal  from 
the  train,  which  travels  in  the 


American  Canal  Zone  for  47  miles, 
I  was  met  at  the  Colon  Railroad 
Station  by  Rev.  Pitty  and  his  elev¬ 
en  year-old-son,  Oscar.  They  could 
not  speak  English  but  we  made 
ourselves  understood  well  enough 
to  get  a  taxi  and  made  it  out  to  the 
nice  parsonage  next  to  the  New 
Cristobal  Church. 

We  were  met  at  the  parsonage 
by  Mrs.  Pitty,  who  speaks  English 
and  her  daughter,  Sonia,  who  was 
15  years  of  age.  Here  I  was  to 
spend  a  week  with  a  Spanish  speak¬ 
ing  family  of  which  only  one  mem¬ 
ber  could  speak  English.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Pitty  were  originally  from 
the  David  area  and  had  just,  within 
the  past  month,  been  assigned  to 
the  New  Cristobal  Church  to  re¬ 
place  Rev.  Wheatley. 

An  Interesting  History 

The  New  Cristobal  Church  has 
an  interesting  history.  It  was  the 
first  of  the  Union  Churches  in  the 
American  Zone  which  brought 
American  protestants  together  in 
their  worship  while  serving  in  the 


Canal  Zone.  The  first  New  Cristo¬ 
bal  Union  Church  was  constructed 
in  1912  and  the  present  church,  in 
which  I  was  to  work  for  the  week, 
was  erected  in  1921  and  funds  were 
provided  by  The  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  The  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  South,  The  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Up  until  the 
first  of  this  year  the  church  had 
through  the  years  served  the 
American  protestants  along  with 
some  s  i  x  other  union  churches 
spread  throughout  the  Canal  Zone. 
In  a  recent  treaty  of  1956  between 
the  United  States  and  Panama, 
New  Cristobal  again  became  prop¬ 
erty  of  Panama  and  ou  r  people 
moved  to  new  housing  within  the 
present  American  Zone.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  given  the  first 
bid  on  the  abandoned  church  prop¬ 


erty  since  it  had  contributed  the 
most  to  the  construction  of  the 
building  and  the  Methodist  Church 
gained  the  property  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  $15,000.  At  the  present  time 
we  do  not  have  any  members  of 
the  New  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Republic  of  Panama,  but  Spanish 
speaking  people  are  moving  into 
the  homes  vacated  by  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Just  across  the  street  and 
adjoining  the  church  property  in 
Colon,  there  is  a  huge  negro  com¬ 
munity.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Pitty 
are  seeking  to  establish  a  church 
in  this  transition  period. 

The  First  Sunday 
Our  first  Sunday  we  had  33  pres¬ 
ent  in  Sunday  School  as  compared 
to  28  the  Sunday  before.  At  the 
Sunday  evening  service  we  had  42 
present,  mostly  children  and  young 
people  with  a  few  adults.  The  next 
night  we  had  79  present  and  24 
made  decisions  to  accept  Christ 
and  become  members  of  the  new 
church.  For  the  remainder  of  the 
week  our  attendance  ran  from 


about  55  to  82.  We  had  a  number 
of  informal  instruction  classes  for 
the  group,  which  made  a  decision, 
and  this  will  continue  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  months  before  any  of  them 
will  be  received  into  actual  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church.  Also  during 
the  week,  we  had  three  meetings 
in  a  small  mission,  a  single  room 
that  our  church  has  rented  in  Colon 
for  the  San  Bias  Indians.  We  met 
with  four  of  the  Indians  and  three 
of  them  made  decisions  to  become 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  San  Bias  Indians  live  in  Is¬ 
lands  about  100  miles  off  the  At¬ 
lantic  Coast  of  Colon  and  have 
lived  mostly  an  isolated  life  from 
the  white  man  until  recent  years. 
There  is  still  little  contact  with  the 
Indians  and  they  prefer  being  to 
themselves  which  is  the  reason  for 
the  special  mission. 

I  had  a  fine  experience  in  the 
home  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Pitty  during 
the  week  in  Panama.  For  a  typical 
breakfast  we  had  creamed  sweet¬ 
ened  cooked  cornmeal,  toasted 
cheese  sandwiches,  a  fried  egg, 
peeled  oranges  and  coffee.  For 
lunch  we  had  tripe  stew,  rice, 
plantain,  lettuce  and  tomato  salad, 
cake  and  papaua  milk  drink.  For 
supper,  they  served  rice,  fried  po¬ 
tatoes,  sausage,  cabbage  and  carrot 
salad  and  buttered  sandwiches. 

Upper  Room  Devotional 
After  Breakfast 

Following  breakfast  each  morn¬ 
ing,  the  family  would  get  out  their 
copy  of  the  Spanish  edition  of  the 
Upper  Room  and  have  their  family 
devotional.  One  member  of  the 
family  was  the  leader,  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  would  open  his 
own  Bible  for  the  scripture  read¬ 
ings.  Each  person  would  read  a 
verse  of  scripture;  they  read  in 
Spanish  and  when  it  came  my  turn, 
I  read  in  English.  We  would  all 
read  the  last  verse  together  in  both 
languages.  After  the  leader  read 
the  devotional  for  the  day,  the 
same  procedure  was  followed  for 
the  World  Wide  Bible  Reading  for 
the  day.  On  Thursday  our  devo¬ 
tional  was  written  by  our  own  Dr. 
Virgil  Morris  of  Louisiana,  which 
seemed  to  tie  us  even  closer  togeth¬ 
er. 

Being  in  the  home  of  this  Chris¬ 
tian  family,  I  was  able  to  know 
some  of  their  joys  and  also  some 
of  their  hardships  in  their  work  as 
Christians.  They  had  been  con¬ 
verted  only  eight  years  before.  At 
that  time  they  had  a  store  which 
sold  goods  and  also  liquor.  Im¬ 
mediately  they  sold  the  liquor  and 
because  they  were  protestants, 
many  of  their  former  customers 
would  no  longer  trade  with  them. 
The  husband  felt  called  to  preach 
and  finally  ended  up  in  our  Prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  Ministry  School  for 
Panama  and  Costa  Rica  in  Alajue- 
la,  Costa  Rica.  After  working  as  a 
pastor  in  the  David  Area,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  New  Cristobal 
Church. 

A  Fine  Fellowship 

There  is  fine  fellowship  with 
other  church  workers  in  the  area. 
One  night  the  Rev.  V.  J.  Watson, 
of  the  English  Wesleyan  Church, 
brought  over  a  choral  group  who 
sang  two  special  numbers  in  our 
services  and  one  afternoon  Rev. 
Watson  showed  me  some  of  the 
points  of  interest  in  and  around 
Colon.  Colon,  Cristobal  and  New 
Cristobal  are  actually  all  one  city. 
Cristobal  is  the  American  Zone, 
New  Cristobal  was  formerly  an¬ 
other  section  of  the  American  Zone 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Shown  at  the  airport  of  Gautamala  City,  Gautamala  in  route  to  Costa 
Rica  and  Panama  are,  I.  to  r.,  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Berwick,  La.;  Dr.  Leslie 
J.  Ross  of  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism;  and  Rev.  Jimmie  J.  Caraway, 
pastor,  David  Haas  Memorial  Church,  Bunkie,  La. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HAVING  ENOUGH  TO  LIVE  FOR 

A  person  may  have  enough  to  live  on  and  not  enough  to  live  for. 
If  I  were  to  put  the  question,  “Have  you  enough  to  live  on?”  perhaps 
few  if  any  readers  could  honestly  say  no.  Maybe  some  are  a  bit  wor¬ 
ried  as  to  whether  they  will  have  enough  to  live  on  when  they  be¬ 
come  too  old  to  work.  No  doubt  many  are  anxious  about  their  scale 
of  living  in  the  years  to  come. 

If,  however,  I  were  to  ask,  “Have  you  enough  to  live  for?”  that 
would  be  a  more  searching  question. 

Let  us  ask  the  question,  “What  is  enough  to  live  for?”  For  one 
thing,  it  involves  a  sufficient  purpose.  No  sane  person  can  long  put 
his  heart  and  mind  into  an  activity  unless  he  sees  an  adequate  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose  in  it.  If  a  person  suffers  a  nervous  breakdown  and 
goes  to  pieces  mentally,  the  doctors  in  the  sanitarium  may  set  him 
to  making  baskets  or  carrying  stones  from  one  part  of  the  yard  to 
another — anything  to  keep  his  body  busy.  But  ere  long  the  patient 
must  find  some  purpose  in  what  he  does  if  he  is  to  continue  improv¬ 
ing. 

A  person,  without  thinking  deeply,  can  find  short-term  purposes 
to  keep  him  going  for  awhile.  A  boy  may  go  through  a  semester 
thinking  that  each  day  brings  him  nearer  to  a  desired  vacation.  Or 
he  may  apply  himself  at  college  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  job.  He 
may  throw  himself  into  his  job  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  living  for 
himself  and  the  girl  he  marries  and  the  children  he  rears.  A  man 
may  like  his  job  so  much  that  he  never  looks  at  the  clock,  but  sooner 
or  later  he  does  look  at  the  calendar  and  asks,  “What  is  the  use  of  it 
all?  What  does  it  all  add  up  to?” 

Carl  Jung,  the  psychologist,  stated  that  most  of  his  patients  were 
men  who  had  been  successful  in  business  but  who  were  disillusioned 
about  their  lives,  bored  stiff  with  the  treasures  which  they’d  won. 

If  a  person  has  nothing  to  live  for  but  these  short-term  purposes 
set  by  the  goals  of  his  money-making  job,  when  the  age  of  retire¬ 
ment  comes — what  then? 

Pascal,  the  philosopher  whose  words  are  so  perennially  fresh 
and  true  said  “Nothing  is  so  insufferable  to  man  as  to  be  completely 
at  rest,  without  passions,  without  buiness,  without  diversion,  without 
study.  He  then  feels  his  nothingness,  his  forlornness,  his  insufficiency, 
his  dependence,  his  weakness,  his  emptiness.” 

If  we  are  to  have  enough  to  live  for,  we  must  have  a  purpose  in 
life  large  enough  to  gather  up  these  short-term  goals  into  something 
which  gives  meaning  and  zest  to  the  whole  of  life.  We  must  enlist 
in  causes  larger  and  longer  than  our  own  lives  so  that  when  age 
forces  us  to  retire  we  can  rejoice  in  the  progress  of  that  for  which 
we  have  given  ourselves. 

And  no  purpose  is  adequate  to  give  us  enough  to  live  for  unless 
it  is  sufficiently  useful  to  others.  One’s  own  welfare  is  not  enough 
to  live  for.  When  a  person’s  streams  of  interest  all  empty  into  him¬ 
self,  he  either  gets  fed  up  or  he  dries  up. 

Consider  the  egoist.  He  may  be  the  little  fellow  who  wants  to 
be  the  center  of  attraction  and  becomes  bitter  because  he  is  not 
noticed.  I  think  of  an  actor  who  once  was  popular  but  was  depressed 
in  later  years  because  the  spotlight  no  longer  played  on  him.  Or  he 
may  be  a  great  egoist  like  Napoleon  eating  out  his  heart  in  the  gloom 
of  exile  on  St.  Helena.  One  writer  said  that  no  great  principles  stood 
by  him  at  the  end. 

In  contrast  I  think  of  a  business  friend,  an  insurance  executive, 
who  kept  his  zest  past  the  four  score  years  because  he  was  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  “boys”  he  had  trained.  A  few  years  ago  I  had 
the  funeral  service  of  a  college  president,  who  poured  his  faith  into 
his  faculty  and  students  and  died  with  his  mind  full  of  dreams  and 
his  heart  full  of  friendships. 

Have  we  enough  to  live  for?  Only  if  we  have  purposes  and  in¬ 
terests  which  are  useful  to  others  and  last  through  to  the  end. 

One  of  the  noblest  spirits  of  modern  times  was  the  late  Dr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Wilson.  He  was  England’s  finest  painter  of  birds  and  a  scientist 
as  well.  Captain  Scott  asked  him  to  join  his  expedition  to  the  South 
Pole.  They  reached  the  Pole  only  to  discover  that  Amundsen  had 
been  there  first.  On  the  return  the  party  got  lost.  As  Dr.  Wilson  lay 
dying  in  the  snow  he  penned  a  note  to  his  wife:  “Don’t  be  unhappy — 
all  is  for  the  best.  We  are  playing  a  good  part  in  a  great  game  ar¬ 
ranged  by  God  Himself,  and  all  is  well.” 

Such  a  man  had  found  enough  to  live  for  and  die  for. 


"Yes,  'God  helps  those  who  help  themselves' 
.  .  .  but  not  to  the  assets  of  the  First  National  Bank!" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

The  Diary  of  a  Bible 

December  10 — I  was  sold  by  high- 
pressure  salesmen  to  an  agnostic 
who  swore  that  when  he  left  home 
this  morning  he’d  have  thought  him¬ 
self  as  likely  to  come  home  with 
an  H-bomb  as  a  new  $32.50  Bible. 

December  11 — I  was  put  in  stuffy 
drawer  (smelled  like  whiskey)  in 
his  office.  He  decided  to  give  me  to 
his  wife  for  Christmas. 

December  26 — Have  very  promi¬ 
nent  spot  in  living  room.  Cause 
much  favorable  comment  by  visi¬ 
tors. 

December  27 — Mom  read  me  a  lit¬ 
tle  last  night  and  tonight  too. 

February  12 — Am  getting  pretty 
dusty. 

February  23  —  Daughter  Mary 
Jane  has  to  know  names  of  the  12 
disciples.  They,  after  much  argu¬ 
ing  about  how  to  go  about  it,  final¬ 
ly  found  the  answer  in  me. 

March  15  —  Mary  Jane  put  her 
first  corsage  in  me.  Guess  I’ll  have 
a  warped  life  from  now  on. 

Easter  —  Mother  and  Mary  Jane 
took  me  to  Sunday  School,  where 
they  got  many  compliments  on  their 
new  clothes.  Pop  wouldn’t  even  go 
to  Church  on  Easter.  Says  no  reli¬ 
gion  seems  to  -suit  -him.  -Pop  says 


we  need  a  new  religion. 

May  4 — Was  put  on  lower  shelf  to 
make  room  for  new  TV  set. 

June  21 — Grandma  came  over  to 
baby-sit.  Spent  part  of  the  night 
in  her  lap.  Real  nice. 

July  26 — Was  stuck  in  the  desk 
drawer  today.  They  said  I  stuck  out 
to  far  from  the  edge  of  the  shelf 
and  didn’t  look  good. 

August  18 — Very  stuffy  in  here, 
particularly  with  “Playboy”  and 
“Peyton  Place”  on  top  of  me. 

August  30 — First  grandchild  born 
today.  The  name,  Penny,  duly  en¬ 
tered  in  me. 

September  23 — Tragedy  struck 
today.  Mom  got  a  call  saying  Pop 
had  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  Hous¬ 
ton  hotel  room  with  a  bellhop  hold¬ 
ing  his  hand.  Mom  used  me  on  and 
off  all  night  and  I  think  I  helped 
her  some. 

September  25 — The  preacher  used 
me  at  the  funeral.  The  things  he 
said  about  Pop!  I  just  hope  they 
buried  the  right  man. 

November  2  —  Mom’s  using  me 
regularly  now — pages  that  had  nev¬ 
er  been  turned  before.  It’s  so  good 
to  be  wanted. 

•  •  » 

Note:  The  above  Diary  of  a  Bible 
was  published  in  a  column  en¬ 
titled  “Straight  Talk”  by  Tom 
Anderson,  and  is  taken  from  the 
March  ’59  issue  of  the  Arkansas 
Farmer.  Their  gracious  permission 
—  to  copy  it -is  much  appreciated.- 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  May  24,  1959:  THE  BLINDNESS  OF  INJUSTICE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  I  KINGS  11th  AND  12th  CHAPTERS.  LESSON 
TEXT,  I  KINGS  12:12-20. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  If  a  kingdom  is  divided  against  itself,  that  kingdom 
cannot  stand,  and  if  a  house  is  divided  against  itself,  that  house  will  not 
be  able  to  stand.  MARK  3:24-25.  (RSV) 


The  thirteen  lessons  of  this  quarter  are  all 
grouped  under  the  general  subject,  “God  In  Hu¬ 
man  Affairs.”  All  of  these  lessons  have  to  do 
with  the  development  of  the  national  life  of  the 
Israelites.  Under  the  subject,  “The  Blindness 
Of  Injustice,”  we  study  today  one  of  the  great 
crises  in  the  development  of  the  Jewish  people. 

Under  the  leadership  of  David,  as  king,  all 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  the  Israelites  were  united 
in  one  nation  and  grow  into  a  nation  of  power 
and  influence.  At  the  death  of  David,  Solomon 
his  son  became  king.  Solomon  began  well,  as 
king,  and  for  a  while  ruled  with  wisdom  and 
justice.  In  later  years  of  his  reign,  through  in¬ 
justice,  he  sowed  the  seeds  of  dissention,  dis¬ 
satisfaction  and  rebellion  among  his  people. 

We  think  it  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  note 
that,  although  Solomon  had  seven  hundred  wives 
and  three  hundred  concubines  in  his  harem,  he 
apparently  had  but  one  child  worthy  of  mention. 
That  was  his  son,  Rehoboam  who  succeeded  him 
as  king.  In  Hasting’s  Dictionary  of  the  Bible, 
page  870,  C.  M.  Emmet,  in  an  article  on  Solomon 
says,  “His  wisdom  could  not  teach  him  self 
control  and  the  only  legacy  of  a  violated  home 
life  was  a  son,  ‘Ample  in  foolishness  and  lack¬ 
ing  in  understanding.’  ”  It  is  an  unpardonable 
failure  that  Solomon,  who  had  so  much,  left 
the  world  so  little. 

Solomon  failed  to  train  Rehoboam,  his  son, 
for  the  responsibilities  he  would  face  as  king. 
He  failed  also  to  make  any  provisions  for  con¬ 
tinued  progress  in  his  kingdom  such  as  David 
had  made  for  him.  Worse  than  either  of  these 
failures  was  the  fact  that  Solomon  left  his  son 
a  kingdom  that  was  shot  through  with  dissatis¬ 
faction,  distrust  and  rebellion. 

Today’s  lesson  also  introduces  another  char¬ 
acter  we  must  know  something  about  in  order 
to  understand  the  situation  at  .time  of  the  les¬ 
son.  That  character  is  Jeroboam.  We  find  that, 
for  a  time,  Jeroboam  was  trusted  leader  in  the 
kingdom  of  Solomon.  A  prophet,  Ahijah,  tore  a 
new  garment  into  twelve  pieces  and  gave  ten 
of  those  pieces  to  Jeroboam,  signifying  that 
Jeroboam  was  to  be  king  over  ten  of  the  tribes 
of  Israel.  Trouble  developed  between  Solomon 
and  Jeroboam  and  Jeroboam  took  refuge  in 
Egypt,  where  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  Solomon. 

The  Kingdom  Rehoboam  Inherited 
from  Solomon 

Rehoboam  was  forty  years  old  when  he  be¬ 
gan  to  reign.  He  was  about  as  poorly  prepared 
for  his  job  as  one  could  imagine.  He  had  grown 
up  amid  the  splendor  and  extravagance  and 
injustice  of  the  latter  days  of  Solomon’s  reign. 
With  the  example  of  these  years  of  Solomon’s 
reign  to  guide  him,  he  must  have  had  a  very 
distorted  view  of  the  functions  of  a  king. 

Solomon  had  taxed  and  exploited  the  com¬ 
mon  people  of  the  kingdom  in  order  to  maintain 
the  extravagance,  glamour  and  waste  of  his 
court.  There  was,  in  Solomon’s  kingdom,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  an  undercurrent  of  rebellion 
and  revolt.  Had  he  lived  much  longer  this  re¬ 
volt  would  likely  have  resulted  in  open  rebel¬ 
lion.  At  the  death  of  Solomon,  it  was  but  natur¬ 
al  that  this  dissatisfied  element  would  attempt 
to  draw  pledges  from  their  new  ruler  that  their 
hardships  would  be  removed. 

The  Judgement  Day  Is  Certain 

Solomon  may  have  been  a  very  wise  man 
in  some  ways  but  he  must  have  been  morally 
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and  spiritually  blind  if  he  failed  to  see  that  his 
kingdom  faced  a  “judgement  day.”  The  Bible 
indicates  that  the  Lord  spared  him  some  dis¬ 
asters  for  the  sake  of  his  father  David.  It  was 
Paul  who  wrote,  “Whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap.”  With  these  words  Paul 
merely  stated  a  truth  that  has  existed  since  the 
creation  of  man.  The  course  Solomon  pursued 
in  his  kingdom  led  straight  to  a  judgement  day 
and  that  day  came  when  his  son  attempted  to 
take  over  the  kingdom  he  inherited. 

We  may  not  always  see  immediately  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  our  misdoings.  Of  this  we  may  be  sure; 
there  will  be  a  judgement  day  both  here  and 
hereafter  at  which  time  we  will  reap  what  we 
sow  whether  it  be  good  or  bad. 

When  Rehoboam  Became  King 

Whatever  we  think  of  the  personal  character 
of  Rehoboam,  we  think  this  should  be  said  about 
him  generally;  he  hardly  had  a  ghost  of  a  chance 
to  succeed.  Lack  of  training  for  his  work  as  a 
national  leader,  a  lack  of  understanding  of  the 
problems  that  confronted  him;  a  lack  of  proper 
temperment  plus  the  actual  difficult  problems 
that  existed  created  a  complex  situation  with 
which  Rehoboam  was  not  able  to  cope. 

Only  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  were 
loyal  to  Rehoboam.  The  ten  tribes  of  the  north 
made  some  demands  before  they  would  pledge 
their  loyalty.  In  order  to  enlist  the  support  of 
the  northern  tribes  and  secure  their  pledge  of 
loyalty,  Rehoboam  went  to  Schecam,  about 
thirty  miles  north  of  Jerusalem,  to  meet  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  northern  tribes.  Jeroboam  had 
returned  from  Egypt  and  led  the  delegation  that 
came  to  Schecam  to  meet  Rehoboam.  Before 
pledging  their  loyalty,  this  group  demanded  as¬ 
surances  from  Rehoboam  that  the  oppression 
they  had  suffered  under  Solomon  would  end. 

Instead  of  answering  them  at  the  time,  Reho¬ 
boam  asked  them  to  return  in  three  days  for  his 
answer.  In  the  meantime  Rehoboam  sought  ad¬ 
vice  from  the  older  men  of  his  kingdom  regard¬ 
ing  the  answer  he  should  give.  The  advice  of 
this  group  was,  in  effect,  that  he  become  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  the  people  with  the  assurance  that  the 
people  would  then  serve  him  as  king. 

Rehoboam  also  sought  advice  of  younger 
men  of  his  own  age.  These  younger  men  advised 
him  to  stand  firm  in  the  face  of  the  demands. 
While  the  people  were  complaining  about  the 
burdens  Solomon  had  imposed  on  them,  the 
young  men  advised  Rehoboam  to  say  to  them, 
“My  finger  shall  be  thicker  than  my  father’s 
loins.  And  now  whereas  my  father  did  lade  you 
with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your  yoke; 
my  father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but 
I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions.” 

When  the  third  days  was  up  and  the  people 
came  for  their  answer,  Rehoboam,  unfortunate¬ 
ly  and  one  might  even  say  stupidly,  followed 
the  advice  of  the  young  men.  The  new  king 
substituted  insults  for  the  justice  requested.  Re- 
hoboam’s  reply  was  as  insulting  as  the  report¬ 
ed  reply  of  a  French  ruler  to  the  peoples  de¬ 
mand  for  bread,  when  he  said,  “Let  the  people 
eat  straw.” 

When  the  representatives  of  the  northern 
tribes  heard  Rehoboam’s  answer,  they  replied, 
“What  portion  have  we  in  David?  We  have  no 
inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse.  To  your  tents  O 
Israel;  Look  now  to  your  own  house,  David.” 
(RSV)  Following  this  they  left  Rehoboam  and 
returned  to  their  homes.  Rehoboam  sent  Ado- 


ram,  his  task  master  over  forced  labor  among 
the  northern  tribes  to  continue  his  work.  He 
was  promptly  stoned  to  death.  This  shewed 
Rehoboam  how  serious  the  division  was  and  he 
returned  to  Jerusalem  for  safety. 

The  Kingdom  Divided  Again 

At  the  death  of  Saul,  David  became  king  of 
Judah  while  Ishboseth,  the  son  of  Saul,  was 
made  king  of  the  northern  ten  tribes.  At  the 
death  of  Ishboseth,  David  became  king  of  the 
northern  ten  tribes  as  well  as  Judah  which  again 
united  the  tribes  of  the  Jews  under  one  ruler. 

This  union  of  the  Jews  under  one  king  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of 
David  and  through  the  entire  reign  of  Solomon. 
In  spite  of  the  more  than  seventy  years  of  union, 
the  cleavage  between  the  north  and  south  was 
not  entirely  healed.  When  trouble  broke  out  at 
the  death  of  Solomon,  Rehoboam  found  his  king¬ 
dom  again  dividing  with  the  same  line  of  sep¬ 
aration  as  developed  at  the  death  of  Saul. 

It  is  a  rather  tragic  story  that  is  wrapped 
up  in  the  brief  statement  at  the  end  of  our  les¬ 
son  text  which  reads,  “There  was  none  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  house  of  David,  but  the  tribe  of  Judah 
only.”  As  a  result  of  his  “blind  injustice”  this 
was  all  that  was  left  to  Rehoboam  of  the  great 
kingdom  he  inherited  from  his  father,  Solomon. 

Jeroboam  Is  Made  King 

The  words  of  the  prophet  Ahijah  were  ful¬ 
filled  regarding  Jeroboam  when  the  ten  north¬ 
ern  tribes  made  him  their  king.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the  Jews  as  a  nation  of 
people.  They  were  never  united  again  in  one 
kingdom.  The  division  stood  for  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  peri¬ 
od  the  ten  northern  tribes  were  overrun  by  the 
Assyrians  and  carried  away  into  captivity.  These 
ten  tribes  are  now  often  spoken  of  as  “The  ten 
lost  tribes  of  Israel.”  It  is  commonly  believed, 
however,  that  they  were  in  no  sense  lost  except 
as  they  were  assimilated  by  their  captors  and 
lost  their  identity  as  a  distinctive  race. 

The  southern  kingdom,  consisting  of  the 
tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  remained  loyal 
to  Rehoboam  and  remained  intact  as  a  race  until 
about  70  A.D.  when  Jerusalem  was  destroyed  by 
the  Romans.  As  a  result  of  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  the  Jews  lost  any  semblance  of  a  na¬ 
tion  and  were  scattered  throughout  the  earth 
as  they  have  been  for  the  last  nineteen  centur¬ 
ies.  Only  since  the  second  World  War  have  the 
Jews  had  a  national  home  in  the  comparatively 
small  part  of  Palestine  which  is  called  Israel. 
Basic  Reasons  for  the  Division  of  the  Kingdom 

What  are  the  basic  reasons  for  the  division 
of  the  Israelites  into  the  Northern  and  Southern 
kingdoms,  commonly  called  Judah  and  Israel? 
Following  are  some  of  the  reasons  for  that  di¬ 
vision. 

(1)  There  had  been  a  long  rivalry  between 
the  stronger  tribes  of  Ephraim  in  the  north  and 
Judah  in  the  south.  Only  the  tribe  of  Benjamin 
held  with  Judah  while  the  other  nine  tribes 
were  allied  with  Ephraim. 

(2)  Under  the  reign  of  Solomon  there  were 
excessive  taxes  and  forced  labor.  Most  of  the 
tax  money  and  most  of  the  forced  labor  were 
used  for  the  great  building  programs  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  for  the  extravagant  living  in  and 
around  the  city.  This  was  resented  by  the  tribes 
of  the  Northern  Kingdom. 

(3)  Egypt,  to  the  south,  encouraged  this  di¬ 
vision  since  it  weakened  the  Jews  and  made 
the  fortunes  of  Egypt  more  secure. 

(4)  The  immediate  cause  of  the  division,  as 
stated  above,  was  the  unreasonable,  tyrannical 
attitude  of  Rehoboam  toward  the  unrest  and 
discontent  among  the  northern  tribes. 

(5)  The  division  was  likely  made  more  cer¬ 
tain  because  of  the  political  ambitions  of  Jero¬ 
boam  who  was  a  leading  spirit  in  Israel’s  pro¬ 
tests.  This  made  him  a  hero  in  the  eyes  of  the 
northern  tribes  and  led  to  his  selection  as  king. 

(6)  Back  of  it  all  and  possibly  more  to  blame 
for  the  division  than  Rehoboam  were  the  atti¬ 
tudes  and  practices  of  Solomon.  The  kingdom 
was  on  the  verge  of  a  division  when  Solomon 
died  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  could  have  held 
it  together  much  longer.  He  left  his  son  an  im¬ 
possible  situation  unless  Rehoboam  had  been 
an  entirely  different  personality  than  he  proved 
to  be.  Sometimes  Justice  is  pictured  as  being 
blind.  We  may  be  sure  that  there  is  nothing  so 
blind  to  the  future  as  injustice. 

Page  Seven 


REV.  SPENCER  J.  McLEAN 


THIRTY-FOUR  SENIORS  were  honored  at  a 
banquet  by  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Sunday  evening,  May  3,  in  the 
Community  Hall  of  the  church.  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Harris  is  the  pastor. 

AN  ALL-FAMILY  basket  dinner  was  held  at 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
Sunday,  May  3,  followed  by  a  song  festival  at 
1:45  p.m.  The  dinner  was  planned  in  celebration 
of  National  Family  Week,  and  plans  were  made 
to  conduct  an  every-member  canvass  in  order 
to  reach  those  unable  to  attend  services.  Rev. 
Floyd  Durham  is  pastor. 

REV.  GRAY  WILSON,  pastor  of  the  Mer  Rouge 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  evangelist 
in  a  series  of  revival  services  held  at  the  Bonita 
Methodist  Church  May  3-8.  A  second  “Family 
Night”  dinner  meeting  was  held  at  the  Jones 
Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday,  April  28.  A  song 
service  followed  the  dinner.  Rev.  Byron  Crosby 
is  pastor  of  the  Jones-Bonita  Charge. 

Aspring  fellowship  supper  was  held 

in  the  Fellowship  hall  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Winnsboro,  Friday  night,  April  17.  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Etheridge,  Sr.,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Lee,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ed 
Short  and  Mrs.  Allen  Price,  with  committees, 
designated  duties  and  supervised  the  entertain¬ 
ment.  More  than  150  members  and  friends  of 
the  church  attended  the  buffet  supper.  Rev.  W. 
H.  Bengtson  is  pastor. 

PERRY  JONES  is  the  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Jefferson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Elected  to  serve  with 
Mr.  Jones  are  the  following:  Numa  Coco,  first 
vice-president;  David  Walsdorf,  second  vice- 
president;  Dan  Weiss,  secretary-treasurer;  and 
Lynn  Irwin,  reporter  and  publicity  chairman. 
The  officers  were  installed  at  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  club  on  April  16.  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

AJ.  McGREDE  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church 
in  DeRidder,  attended  the  Region  5  Annual 
Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  in  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  on  April  13.  Mr.  McGrede,  who  is 
chairman  of  Boys’  Life  and  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Calcasieu  Area 
Council,  accompanied  Mr.  Vincent  Welch  of  this 
Council  in  Mr.  Welch’s  private  D  C  3  plane,  along 
with  the  thirty  others  going  from  the  area.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  Wesley  Church. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Arcadia  Methodist  Church 
enjoyed  a  “Family  Night”  get-together  on 
Friday  night,  April  17,  at  which  time  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church  for  the  coming  year  was 
explained  with  special  emphasis  on  the  Every 
Member  Canvass.  Leo  Coon,  chairman  of  the 


Every  Member  Canvass,  and  Tommy  Hightower, 
member  of  the  finance  committee,  explained  the 
program  and  presented  the  proposed  budget  for 
the  new  year.  A  covered  dish  supper  was  served. 
Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  the  pastor. 

RECEIVED  INTO  MEMBERSHIP  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Denham  Springs,  on 
Easter  Sunday  were  the  following  children: 
Cynthia  Hooks,  David  and  Conrad  Wall,  Robin 
Hood,  Jr.,  Elmas  Glenn  Corley,  Mack  Graham, 
Barbara  Gale  Bennett,  Mary  and  Micky  Murray, 
Tommy  Smith,  Jerry  Don  and  Arlene  Miley, 
Belinda  Williams  and  Ann  Stout.  They  had  been 
instructed  in  the  meaning  and  responsibilities  of 
church  membership  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Ned  L. 
Stout. 

FUNERAL  SERVICES  were  held  at  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  Church  for  Mrs.  Marie  Bru¬ 
net  on  April  24.  Mrs.  Brunet,  mother  of  Rev. 
J.  A.  Knight,  died  suddenly  on  April  23.  She 
would  have  been  81  years  of  age  in  July.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Knight,  pastor  of  the  Greensburg  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  the  only  child.  She  is  also  sur¬ 
vived  by  five  grandchildren,  three  brothers,  and 
a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Rev.  Rex 
Squyres,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  C.  Dufresne  and 
Rev.  Sam  Nader,  conducted  services.  Burial  was 
in  West  Lake  Magnolia  Park  Cemetery. 

A  CREATIVE  ART  WORKSHOP  was  held  re¬ 
cently  at  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette.  A  special  type  of  program  was  planned 
to  help  teachers  and  mothers  learn  how  to  use 
arts  and  crafts  with  children.  Mrs.  Brady  Harris, 
superintendent  of  the  Children’s  Division,  was 
in  charge  of  the  program.  The  meeting  was  plan¬ 
ned  for  teachers  in  the  division  and  for  mothers 
who  need  new  ideas  for  rainy  days  or  days  when 
children  are  sick  and  need  something  with  which 
to  entertain  themselves.  Some  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  included  buttermilk  painting,  colored 
toothpick  pictures,  plaster  of  paris,  macaroni 
work,  crayon  etchings  and  torn  paper  designs. 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Eleven  centenary  college  students 

have  been  accepted  for  admission  by  area 
medical  and  dental  schools  in  the  fall.  Sam 
Maxey,  Francis  Kelker,  Jim  Huddleston,  Harold 
Brewster,  Charles  Glover  and  Don  Wolfe,  all 
of  Shreveport,  have  been  accepted  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University  school  of  medicine  in  New 
Orleans.  Larry  McKinstry  of  Bastrop  and  Gil 
Snyder  of  Bossier  City  also  have  been  accepted 
by  that  school.  Jim  Owens  of  Shreveport  has 
been  accepted  by  Baylor  University  school  of 
dentistry,  and  Leon  Bain,  also  of  Shreveport, 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Emory  University 
dental  school.  John  Graham  of  Keithville  has 
been  accepted  by  Tulane  University  medical 
school  in  New  Orleans. 


Rev.  Spencer  J.  McLean  died  March  23,  1959, 
at  the  age  of  70.  He  was  received  into  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  on  trial  in  1917,  and  into  full 
connection  in  1919.  He  received  his  deacon’s 
orders  in  1917,  and  elder’s  orders  in  1924.  He 
has  given  thirty-four  years  service  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  serving  charges  in  Morgan  City, 
Gibsland,  Mangum,  Bluff  Creek,  Newellton,  and 
Angie-Varnado  among  others. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  former  Agnes 
Etta  Stevens;  three  sons,  Lee  Vance  McLean, 
George  McLean  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Rev.  John 
G.  McLean,  Paris,  Texas;  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Aline  McLean  Brown  of  Baton  Rouge;  two  sis¬ 
ters,  Miss  Lucy  S.  McLean,  and  Miss  Iva  McLean 
of  Lake  Charles;  one  brother,  Thomas  T.  Mc¬ 
Lean,  Longville,  Louisiana;  and  two  grandchil¬ 
dren  and  numerous  nieces  and  nephews. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  TO  MEET 

The  Board  of  Education  has  been  called  to 
meet  Monday,  May  25,  at  2:00  p.m.  in  room  114 
Science  Building,  Centenary  College. 

The  Board  of  Education  will  meet  in  a  joint 
dinner  session  with  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education,  Monday  night,  May  25,  at  6:00  p.m. 
at  the  Centenary  Cafeteria  in  the  reserved  sec¬ 
tion. 

J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Bentley  Sloane 


REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  conducted  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new  Talisheek  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  May  3,  at  9:15  a.m.  A 
second  ground-breaking  service  for  a  new  Slidell 
Methodist  church  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Rickey  at  11:00  a.m.  in  Slidell.  Services  for 
both  communities  began  with  worship  and  Holy 
Communion  in  presently  existing  churches.  In 
both  services,  members  of  the  congregations  car¬ 
ried  small  sacks  of  soil  from  their  homes  to  be 
mixed  with  soil  at  the  sites  of  the  new  churches 
during  the  ceremonies.  Soil  from  grounds  about 
the  old  churches  was  mixed  with  soil  at  the  new 
sites  to  signify  the  transfer  of  allegiance  to  the 
proposed  churches.  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  pastor 
of  the  Pearl  River-Talisheek  Charge,  presided  at 
the  Talisheek  service.  Presiding  at  the  Slidell 
service  was  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles,  pastor  of  the  Slidell 
church. 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  26  was  the  last  Sunday  in 
“Second  Century”  Program  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette.  On  Sunday,  April  19, 
the  church  lay  leader,  James  W.  Bean,  was  in 
charge  of  the  evening  service  and  the  message 
was  brought  by  J.  J.  Davidson.  On  Sunday,  April 
26,  Dr.  R.  H.  Harper,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at  the  8:30  serv¬ 
ice.  Dr.  Harper  was  pastor  of  the  church  from 
1933  to  1936.  The  11:00  o’clock  message  was 
brought  by  the  Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir,  now  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Crowley.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Hoffpauir  was  the  pastor  of  First  Church,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  from  1925  to  1930.  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles,  also  a 
former  pastor,  preached  at  the  evening  worship 
service  and  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  pastor  of 
Jefferson  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
a  former  associate  pastor  from  1957  until  Jan¬ 
uary  of  this  year,  sang  a  solo.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flur¬ 
ry  is  present  pastor  of  the  church. 

ON  SUNDAY,  May  17,  Asbury  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  will  celebrate  its  fourth 
anniversary.  In  May  of  1955,  it  was  evident  that 
a  tremendous  new  residential  area  was  spring¬ 
ing  up  along  the  Abbeville  Highway.  The  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette  and  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church  sponsored 
the  establishment  of  Asbury  to  serve  this  com¬ 
munity.  The  first  worship  services  were  held  in 
the  Concession  Building  at  the  Twin  Drive-In 
Theater.  The  first  pastor  to  serve  the  church 
was  Rev.  Howard  Hudson.  An  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  has  been  held  each  year.  Plans  for  the 
celebration  this  year  include:  special  musical 
programs  by  the  Junior  and  Chancel  Choirs;  the 
lighting  of  the  anniversary  candle;  singing  of  the 
special  anthem,  written  by  Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler; 
special  services;  and  an  old-fashioned  “dinner- 
on-the-grounds.”  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 
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Angola  Prison  given  Cross  by  Second  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 


Second  Methodist 
Church,  N.O.,  Gives 
Cross  To  Angola 

A  five  foot  lighted  cross  was  do¬ 
nated  to  the  Protestant  Chapel  at 
the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary, 
Angola,  La.,  by  the  congregation  of 
Second  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans.  The  picture  was  taken  just 
after  the  dedication  ceremony  was 
held  for  the  Cross,  on  April  5th. 
Dedication  service  was  held  in  front 
of  the  chapel.  Left  to  right — Nick 
Incrivaglia,  Second  Methodist  lay¬ 
man;  Rev.  V.  K.  Fletcher,  Protestant 
Chaplain  at  Angola;  Rev.  S.  P. 
Emanuel  and  Vincent  Maniscalsco 
from  Second  Church. 

The  Cross  was  inadvertantly  lean¬ 
ing  a  bit  when  the  picture  was 
taken,  but  is  now  hanging  straight 
on  the  Chapel.  “Go  straight”  is  a 
phrase  often  used  in  a  penitentiary, 
and  this  great  symbol  of  Christ’s 
faith  was  placed  on  the  chapel  to 
influence  the  inmates  not  only  to 
go  straight  but  to  stay  straight. 

Nick  Incrivaglia  became  interest¬ 
ed  in  a  young  man  in  October  1957, 
who  was  in  the  New  Orleans  Parish 
Prison,  awaiting  his  trial  and  sent¬ 
ence  to  the  penitentiary.  Nick  and 
the  pastor  (Emanuel)  visited  him 
several  times.  The  young  man  want¬ 
ed  to  make  good  and  go  straight 
and  was  received  into  the  member¬ 
ship  of  Second  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Orleans  Parish  prison  chapel. 

Mr.  Incfivaglia,  Mr.  Maniscalsco, 
and  the  pastor  were  invited  to  An¬ 
gola  in  August,  1958,  to  take  part 
in  a  church  service.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  Nick  received  the  in¬ 
spiration  to  take  on  the  project  of 
donating  the  Cross.  He  noticed  that 
there  was  no  cross  on  the  chapel 
and  his  offer  to  help  start  the  proj¬ 
ect  was  gladly  accepted  by  the  An¬ 
gola  Protestant  Chaplain. 

The  Congregation  of  Second  Meth¬ 


odist  Church  very  willingly  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  project. 

The  dedication  ceremony  was  held 
in  the  presence  of  more  than  450 
inmates,  Prison  personnel  and  Gid¬ 
eons.  A  large  group  of  Gideons 
were  at  Angola  on  that  day  to  dis¬ 
tribute  Bibles  to  the  inmates. 

“It  is  heartening  to  see  what  is 
being  done  today  in  many  peni¬ 
tentiaries  to  rehabilitate  the  prison¬ 
ers,”  said  Rev.  Mr.  Emanuel. 

Music  Ministers 
Are  Now  Being 
Certified 

Church  Ministers  of  Music  are 
now  being  certified  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Education. 
Standards  and  the  official  applica¬ 
tion  blanks  may  be  secured  from 
the  Conference  Office,  P.  O.  Box 
4156,  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  New 
applications  will  be  considered  at 
the  May  25  session  of  the  Board. 

Ministers  of  Music,  already  certi¬ 
fied  for  the  current  year,  as  report¬ 
ed  by  the  Executive  Secretary,  are: 
Rev.  Franklin  Parker  Poole,  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Louisiana;  Miss  Dorothy  Lee 
Roach,  Wisner  Methodist  Church, 
Wisner,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Billy  J. 
Davis,  P.  O.  Box  307,  Plain  Dealing, 
Louisiana;  Mrs.  Robert  W.  French, 
Carrollton  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana; 
Mr.  Clarence  Gerald  Fuller,  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  Lou¬ 
isiana;  Mrs.  Christina  M.  Pelton, 
Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana;  Rev. 
George  W.  Pool,  III,  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Dr.  George  Pool  is  conference 
chairman  of  this  professional  group. 
The  annual  music  workshop  for 
music  directors  will  be  held  in 
Baton  Rouge,  November  12,  13,  1959. 


Cent.  Kappa  Chi  Maid  of  Honor  Chosen 


Miss  Marsha  Jean  Stephens  of 
Baton  Rouge,  a  Methodist  student 
at  Centenary  College,  was  chosen 
maid  of  honor  of  Kappa  Chi,  organ¬ 
ization  for  ministerial  students  on 
the  Shreveport  campus. 

Miss  Stephens,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  H.  Stephens,  is 
a  freshman  student  majoring  in 
sociology  at  Centenary.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  and  is  active 
in  the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
at  Centenary. 

The  1958-59  Kappa  Chi  “sweet¬ 
heart”  is  Miss  Sara  Del  Stevens, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Betty  Earley 
Stevens  and  the  late  James  Curtis 
Stevens  of  Magnolia,  Ark.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
of  Magnolia,  Miss  Stevens  is  a  sen¬ 
ior  student  at  Centenary,  where  she 
is  majoring  in  religion. 

Identity  of  .the  sweetheart  and 


her  maid  of  honor  was  not  disclosed 
until  the  annual  Kappa  Chi  ban¬ 
quet,  held  Friday  evening  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  Jerry  Woods  of  Tyler,  Tex., 
outgoing  president  of  Kappa  Chi, 
served  as  master  of  ceremonies  for 
the  event,  and  the  sweetheart  was 
presented  by  Emma  Lou  Stewart  of 
Springhill,  the  1957-58  title-holder. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
the  Rev.  James  C.  Buckner,  assistant 
rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
of  Shreveport. 

The  following  new  Kappa  Chi  of¬ 
ficers  were  installed  by  Dr.  Webb 
D.  Pomeroy,  acting  head  of  the 
Bible  department  at  Centenary  and 
faculty  sponsor  of  the  organization: 
president,  Larry  Elliott,  Glenmora; 
vice  president,  Jeanette  Crocker, 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  corresponding  sec¬ 
retary,  Janet  Gholson,  Atlanta,  Tex.; 
recording  secretary,  Janice  John¬ 
son,  Lake  Providence,  and  treasurer, 
Paul  McMahon,  Paris,  Tex. 


Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  district  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  conducted  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  the  new  Methodist 
church  at  Talisheek  on  Sunday,  May  3,  according  to  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers, 
pastor  of  the  Pearl  River-Talisheek  Charge. 

Beside  the  district  superintendent  and  pastor,  one  of  the  honored  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  service  was  Mrs.  T.  V.  Peters,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  T.  V. 
Peters,  who  built  the  old  church  during  his  early  ministry.  Taking  part  also 
was  the  building  committee  composed  of  Mrs.  R.  H.  Wood,  J.  Talmadge 
Wood,  Sr.,  and  W.  A.  Sharp. 

The  service  began  in  the  old  church.  Rev.  Rickey  brought  the  message 
and  along  with  the  pastor  served  communion  to  the  congregation.  Then 
they  moved  to  the  new  sight  for  the  ground  breaking  ceremony.  Each  per¬ 
son  brought  a  sack  of  dirt  from  under  his  home  and  one  from  under  the  old 
church.  Under  the  direction  of  the  pastor  all  of  these  packages  of  dirt  were 
mixed  with  the  dirt  which  will  be  a  part  of  the  foundation  of  the  new  church. 
Thus  the  new  church  will  be  undergirded  with  the  loyalty  of  each  home 
represented.  The  transferring  of  a  package  of  dirt  from  under  the  old 
church  by  each  person  symbolized  the  transfer  of  their  loyalty  from  the  old 
building  to  the  new.  This  small  but  energetic  membership  is  determined 
that  the  Talisheek  Methodist  Church  shall  continue  to  tell  the  same  story 
in  a  changing  world  that  their  fathers  so  nobly  began.  This  church  has 
already  given  one  minister  to  the  Lord,  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood,  pastor  at  Kent¬ 
wood.  They  plan  to  continue  to  present  such  an  attractive  Christian  pro¬ 
gram  that  others  will  follow  his  foot  steps. 
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YOUTH  NEWS  -  Promotion  -  Devotion 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Keener 

The  Keener  Sub-District  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  met  in 
its  regular  monthly  meeting,  Mon¬ 
day,  April  27,  1959  with  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage  Church  as  host. 

An  excellent  program  on  the 
Symbols  of  Christianity  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Youth  of  the  host 
church. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed  for  the  ensuing  year  and  will  be 
installed  at  Wilmot,  May  25,  1959. 
President,  Sheldon  Anderson,  Eu- 
dora;  Vice  President,  Judy  Tillery, 
Parkdale;  Secretary,  Betsy  Pylate, 
Wilmot;  Treasurer,  Susan  Hartrick, 
Hamburg;  Publicity,  Margaret 
Gregory,  Parkdale;  Fellowship, 
Beck  Powell,  Eudora;  Faith,  Katie 
Lou  Waggner,  Wilmot;  Citizenship, 
Ronnie  McCaskill,  Lake  Village; 
Outreach,  Mike  Perritt,  Crossett; 
Witness,  Kenneth  Brown,  Parkdale; 
Adult  Counselor,  Mrs.  George  B. 
Pugh,  Hamburg. 


Monroe 

The  Monroe  District  M-Y.F.  coun¬ 
cil  met  in  Monroe  on  April  25  at 
the  home  of  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  James  T.  Harris. 

The  main  business  of  the  meeting 
was  to  adopt  a  budget  and  elect  the 
district  president  for  the  following 
year.  Miss  Dar  Lynn  Gilbert  from 
the  Monroe  Sub-district  was  elect¬ 
ed  as  the  new  president  and  the 
other  officers  will  be  elected  at  the 
next  district  council  meeting. 

There  were  thirty-five  persons 
present  and  after  the  meeting  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  served  barbecued 
hot  dogs  to  all  present. 


Ville  Platte 

The  members  of  the  Ville  Platte 
MYF  had  a  car  wash,  Saturday, 
April  19th.  The  group  started  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  finished  at  4:00  p.m. 
The  purpose  of  this  project  was  to 


raise  money  for  current  expenses. 
The  following  members  of  the  MYF 
washed  cars:  Daryl  McManus, 
Thomas  Hewitt,  Allan  Taylor,  Lan- 
dy  Mizell,  William  Hewitt,  Jimmy 
Adkins,  Mike  Gibson,  and  Reggie 
Soileau.  The  Villle  Platte  MYF  is 
very  proud  of  Mike  Gibson  who 
was  elected  MYF  District  Secretary 
of  the  Alexandria  District  at  the  last 
district  council  meeting.  The  Ville 
Platte  MYF  also  acted  as  host  to 
the  Atkinson-Snelling  Sub-District 
on  April  20th  at  7:30  p.m. 


Atkinson  Snelling 

The  members  of  the  Atkinson 
Snelling  Sub-District  met  at  the 
Ville  Platte,  La.  Methodist  Church, 
Monday  night,  April  20th  at  7:30 
p.m.  The  meeting  opened  with  the 
worship  service  by  the  Ville  Platte 
MYF.  The  business  meeting  fol¬ 
lowed.  One  of  the  purposes  of  the 
business  meeting  was  to  elect  new 
officers.  David  Butler,  sub-district 
president,  presided.  The  following 
new  officers  were  elected:  President 
— Mike  Gibson  (Ville  Plafte),  Vice 
President  —  John  Fred  Kilpatrick, 
(Pineville),  Secretary  —  Claudia 
Roby  (Lecompte),  Treasurer — John 
Pierce  (Bunkie),  and  Newsletter 
Editor — Rachel  Ann  Earles  (Bunk¬ 
ie).  The  newly  elected  council  elect¬ 
ed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Portwood  of  Bunk¬ 
ie  as  sub-district  counsellors.  The 
program  followed  the  business 
meeting.  After  the  program,  re¬ 
freshments  and  recreation  were  en¬ 
joyed  by  everyone.  The  following 
churches  were  represented:  Ville 
Platte,  Lecompte,  Pineville,  Chicot, 
and  Bunkie. 


Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  has  been 
named  by  the  Sonning  Foundation 
of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  100,000-kroner  ($14,300) 
Sonning  Prize.  The  84-year-old  mis¬ 
sionary  has  agreed  to  accept  the 
award  when  he  visits  Europe  next 
autumn.  Established  with  funds  be¬ 
queathed  by  the  late  C.  J.  Sonning, 
A  Danish  editor,  the  Sonning  Prize 
is  made  for  “outstanding  contribu¬ 
tions  to  European  culture.” 


Christian  Education 

Delegates  to  Mt. 
Sequoyah  La.  Conf. 

The  Leadership  School  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  (July  13-24)  is  primarily 
for  Conference  and  district  workers. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  a 
quota  of  20,  with  prospects  of  a 
few  additional. 

First  invitations  are  issued  to  our 
district  staffs.  If  these  do  not  fill 
the  quota,  then  applications  from 
local  churches  are  accepted. 

A  number  of  persons  from  local 
churches  have  sent  in  registrations 
to  the  Conference  Office.  These  will 
be  held  until  about  June  10,  and 
then  will  be  sent  in  to  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Office  if  our  quota  allows. 
Each  applicant  will  be  so  notified. 

Blanks  may  be  secured  from  the 
Conference  Office.  Only  one  from  a 
conference  is  allowed  in  each  of  the 
Laboratory  classes. 

Bentley  Sloane 
Executive  Secretary 
Board  of  Education 


Dramatizations  for  Meth. 
Youth  Fund  Promotion 

A  listing  of  dramatizations  that 
can  be  used  in  promotion  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund  is  available 
from  the  MYFund  office,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

To  present  the  need  for  Christian 
missions,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
a  choral  reading  for  mixed  voices, 
a  “playette  quartet,”  and  eleven 
one-act  plays  are  listed  with  short 
descriptions  and  prices.  The  quar¬ 
tet  is  made  up  of  four  short  plays 
with  locales  in  Alaska,  Canada, 
Trinidad,  and  Hawaii.  Titles  of  sev¬ 
en  dramatizations  to  give  informa¬ 
tion  about  or  special  emphasis  to 
Methodist  Youth  Fund  projects  are 
given.  Most  of  these  were  written 
for  use  in  specific  local  situations 
and  are  offered  to  give  ideas  to 
other  groups  who  will  be  preparing 
similar  materials.  They  are  sent  free 
of  charge.  MYFund  pledge  services 
are  listed. 

Dramatizations  to  Use  in  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fund  Promotion  is  free 
upon  request. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  LABORATORY  SCHOOL 

SHREVEPORT,  LOUISIANA 

Class  Sessions  at  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 
June  21-26,  1959 
Stay  at  Centenary  College 

Registrations  should  be  coming  in  NOW.  We  want  workers  in  all  age 
groups.  Nursery  through  Senior,  Teachers,  workers  who  have  helped  in  Insti¬ 
tutes,  District  Directors,  Certified  Instructors,  Pastors,  Ministers  of  Education 
— persons  interested  in  children  and  Youth,  especially  if  you  had  had  some  ex¬ 
perience  and  have  attended  a  leadership  class. 


Name _ _ _ _ _ Address - ■ 

Church - — - — - Age - 

Group  Desired _ _ _ _ — - - - - 

Send  $6.00  to  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  P.O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  before  May  15,  if  pos¬ 
sible.  After  that  date  it  will  be — first  come— first  served. 
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Little  Rock  Dist. 
Temperance  Essay 
Contest  Is  Held 

The  Little  Rock  District  Essay 
Contest  sponsored  by  the  District 
Director  of  Temperance,  Rev.  Bob 
Trieschmann,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rice, 
district  director  of  Youth,  was  held 
on  Tuesday,  April  28  at  Geyers 
Springs  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock.  Judges  were:  Bob  Gannaway, 
Tom  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Pat  Free- 
meyer,  Allison  Brown  and  Rev.  Al- 
4an  Hilliard.  Nine  youth  partici¬ 
pated  with  Mike  Willis,  Jr.  of  Pu¬ 
laski  Heights  Methodist  Church 
winning  first  place;  Bill  Richards, 
S't.  Paul  Methodist  Church,  second 
place;  and  Don  Harrison,  Pulaski 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  third 
place.  Mike,  Jr.  will  represent  the 
district  in  the  Conference  Contest 
on  June  1,  in  Hot  Springs. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  of  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  held  their  meeting  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Hendrix  College,  Saturday, 
May  2,  2:00  p.m.  A  short  business 
session  was  presided  over  by  Miss 
Vicky  Thompson,  district  president 
from  St.  Paul  Methodist;  a  tour  of 
the  campus  conducted  by  a  fellow¬ 
ship  team  from  Hendrix;  and  the 
closing  meditation  and  recognition 
of  the  district  council  by  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Lamar  Davis,  who  is  director 
of  Wesley  Foundation  of  Conway, 
closed  the  program. 


The  Little  Rock  District  Workers 
With  Youth  had  a  training  work¬ 
shop  on  Monday,  May  11,  at  As- 
bury  Methodist  Church  at  7:15  p.m. 
Mrs.  Bill  Hood,  Asbury  Church 
Worker  with  Youth,  led  a  discus¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Adventure  Week. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Rice,  district  director  of 
Youth,  led  a  group  on  Youth  Ac¬ 
tivities  Week  “How  To”;  and  Rev. 
Johnny  Hassler,  conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  Youth  Work,  met  with  those 
interested  in  Summer  Activities 
Program  in  the  Local  Church. 

North  Arkansas 
Conference  Notes 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 
Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  Returning 

Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  of  Central 
College,  Fayette,  Mo.,  will  return 
to  our  conference  in  mid-July  for 
six  weeks  of  Bible  schools.  Most 
sections  of  North  Arkansas  know 
the  excellent  work  he  always  does 
in  our  churches  in  Bible  schools. 

This  summer  he  will  be  offering 
the  course  on  Book  of  Luke.  This  is 
the  course  to  be  used  by  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
groups  as  a  Bible  unit  for  1959-60. 

Churches  interested  in  having  Dr. 
Eller  during  these  six  weeks  in 
July  and  August  should  write  Board 
of  Education,  Hendrix  Station,  Con¬ 
way,  Arkansas,  for  the  basis  on 
which  Dr.  Eller  can  be  secured  for 
a  Bible  school  this  summer. 

Music  In  Christian  Education 

Dr.  Ashley  Coffman,  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  Arkansas,  has 
been  secured  for  five  one  week  pro¬ 
grams  on  Music  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation.  Three  churches  have  already 
been  listed  for  this  program.  Other 
churches  who  are  interested  in  such 
a  program  should  write  the  Board 
of  Education,  Hendrix  Station,  Con¬ 
way,  Arkansas,  at  an  early  date  for 
plan  of  these  programs. 
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WITH  THE  DISTRICTS 


Ella  K.  Hooper  Zone 

“The  spring  meeting  of  the  Ella 
K.  Hooper  Zone  was  held  at  First 
Church,  Houma,  on  April  30,  1959, 
with  Mrs.  B.  A.  Galloway  Zone 
Leader,  presiding. 

The  meeting  opened  with  organ 
prelude  by  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson,  of 
Houma  Heights  Church,  and  an  in¬ 
spiring  devotional  by  Mrs.  Guy  Hig¬ 
ginbotham  of  Houma  First  Church. 

District  Officers  present  at  the 
meeting  were  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard, 
Vice-president,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Houston; 
Secretary  of  Status  of  Women,  and 
Mrs.  I.  J.  Marcel,  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Mrs.  Girard  gave  an  informal 
talk  on  “The  Difference  Between 
W.S.C.S.  and  Ladies  Aid”,  and  Rev¬ 
erend  Harry  Ezell,  Director  of  Mac- 
Donell  Methodist  Center,  reported 
on  the  work  at  the  Center. 

Societies  represented  at  the  Zone 
meeting  were:  Houma  First  Church, 
Houma  Heights,  Lockport,  Thibo- 
daux,  and  Raceland. 


Arkadelphia 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Arka¬ 
delphia  District  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  was  held  in  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Malvern,  Wednesday, 
April  22.  Mrs.  Horace  Fisher,  Dis¬ 
trict  President,  presided  over  the 
meeting.  O  n  e-hundred  fifty-four 
were  in  attendance.  The  theme  of 
the  Conference  was  “This  is  God’s 
World.” 

Guests  for  the  day  included  two 
Conference  Officers,  Mrs.  Alvin 
Stone  Conference  Vice  President, 
and  Mrs.  Murray  McCleod,  Confer¬ 
ence  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications.  Each  one  presented 
their  work. 

Mrs.  Stone,  guest  speaker  for  the 
afternoon,  brought  a  most  inspira¬ 
tional  message  on  “What  does  God 
Expect  of  Us.” 

The  pledge  service  conducted  by 
the  District  Treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Harris,  was  very  impressive.  She 
displayed  a  scrapbook  of  Helen  Wil¬ 
son’s  work  in  Bolivia.  Miss  Wilson, 
from  Hot  Springs,  is  our  missionary 
to  Bolivia.  We  feel  honored  to  have 
her  represent  our  church  in  this 
capacity.  She  is  a  devoted  Christian 
and  a  deeply  consecrated  worker. 

Mrs.  King  Wade,  Sr.,  had  charge 
of  the  Memorial  Service,  paying 
special  tribute  to  Mrs.  F.  M.  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  former  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent.  Mrs.  Laurence  Smith,  soloist, 
and  Mrs.  Leo  Hardwicke,  organist, 
rendered  a  beautiful  number  in 
keeping  with  this  service. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Buckley  gave  a  com¬ 
posite  report  of  the  year’s  work. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1960  will 
be  held  in  Arkadelphia  First 
Church.  The  fall  Seminar  will  be 
held  in  Gurdon. 


Ft.  Smith 

Members  of  the  Executive  Board 
and  the  nominating  committee  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Fort  Smith  District,  met 
Friday,  10:00  a.m.,  April  17th,  at 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Smith. 


Dawn  and  Dark”,  after  which  she 
presided  over  a  business  session. 

Plans  were  made  for  Officers 
Training  Day,  to  be  held  at  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Paris,  May 
14th. 

Mrs.  Roberts  spoke  briefly  about 
her  four  years  as  president  of  the 
District.  Her  term  of  office  expires 
in  May. 

She  also  stated  that  $230.25  of  the 
$500.00  pledged  by  Societies  of  the 
District  toward  a  refrigerator  for 
the  Youth  Camp  at  Paris,  had  been 
received,  and  urged  that  the  bal¬ 
ance  be  sent  in  by  May  1st. 

Mrs.  Elmo  Thomason,  Secretary 
of  Youth  Work,  announced  that 
everything  was  in  readiness  for 
“Christian  '  Career”  week-end,  held 
in  Fort  Smith  April  18  and  19. 

Ladies  of  the  host  church  served 
refreshments. 

The  rrieeting  adjourned  with 
prayer. 

Searcy  District 
Officers  Meet 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Searcy  District,  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  met  April  3 
in  Searcy. 

Following  lunch  at  the  Rendez¬ 
vous,  the  committee  met  in  the 
Education  Building.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kit- 
trell,  District  President,  presided. 

The  meeting  opened  with  prayer 
by  Mrs.  James  Workman,  District 
Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life.  Min¬ 
utes  of  the  last  meeting,  held  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  James  Hugh  Gar¬ 
rett,  Beebe,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved.  Mrs.  Arthur  Lewis,  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary,  Status  of  Women, 
reported  for  Mrs.  John  Pate,  Sec. 
of  Student  Work,  that  plans  were 
being  made  for  Christian  Career 
Weekend  at  Kamp  Kaetzel,  dates 
and  other  details  to  be  announced 
later. 

Mrs.  Kittrell  asked  for  sugges¬ 
tions  for  area  meetings,  and  three 
places  were  selected:  Clinton,  April 
7;  Heber  Springs,  April  7;  Searcy, 
April  14. 

Outline  for  the  spring  meeting 
to  be  held  in  Searcy  April  30,  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  Howard  John¬ 
son,  District  vice  president.  Mrs. 
George  Meyer,  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Christian  Social  Relations, 
and  Mrs.  Nels  Barnett  of  Bates- 
ville,  who  has  recently  returned 
from  an  Evangelistic  Mission  in 
foreign  countries,  were  selected  as 
Inspirational  speakers. 

Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett,  Dist. 
treasurer,  gave  a  report  on  the 
district  finances. 

Mrs.  Workman  reported  on  the 
Prayer  Retreat  held  at  Kamp  Kaet¬ 
zel  in  October  and  asked  that  plans 
to  insure  financial  security  for  the 
Retreat  be  submitted  at  a  later 
date. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt,  District 
Secretary  of  Promotion,  reported 
six  new  societies  organized  with 
75  members.  She  asked  that  all 
district  officers  feel  responsible  for 
assisting  these  new  groups.  The 
new  societies  are:  Valley  Springs, 
St.  Joe,  Bradford,  Everton,  Good- 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Circle  No.  1  of  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Nashville  met  in  the 
Lake  Home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Scoggins,  on  Grassy  Lake  Monday 
April  20th,  with  20  members  attend¬ 
ing.  A  delicious  pot  luck  luncheon 
was  enjoyed  at  noon,  followed  by 
a  program,  which  included  a  study 
of  the  last  chapter  of  the  book  of 
Isaiah.  Mrs.  Nina  Dildy,  had  charge 
of  the  program,  with  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Lewis  assisting.  The  program  was 
opened  with  prayer,  and  closed  by 
singing  “This  is  my  Father’s  World” 
and  prayer. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  was  held  May  6,  with 
members  of  24  Circles  and  one 
Guild  in  attendance. 

New  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  installed  as  follows: 
President— Mrs.  Ethel  F.  Yancey 
Vice-Presidents  —  Mrs.  Ogden 
Rawlinson,  Mrs.  Emory  Brown 
Recording  Secretary — Mrs.  C.  M. 
Hutchinson 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Norman  Preston 
The  Shreveport  Woman’s  Society 
enrols  more  than  650  members,  and 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  Louisiana. 
Its  program  includes  cooperation  in 
the  national  boards,  and  support  of 
the  Methodist  Chaplain  at  Confed¬ 
erate  Memorial  Hospital,  as  well  as 
various  missionary  projects  and  lo¬ 
cal  charities. 

The  Society  operates  on  a  budget 
of  $12,500  annually,  which  is  raised 
entirely  by  voluntary  subscriptions 
from  its  members. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  recogni¬ 
tion  was  given  to  the  outgoing  of¬ 
ficers,  and  a  special  memorial  serv¬ 
ice  was  held  for  the  sixteen  mem¬ 
bers  who  had  died  during  the  year. 


Installation  of  officers  for  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  of  the  St.  Claude  Heights  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  take  place  at 
morning  services,  May  17th. 
President — Mrs.  Walter  Heston 
Vice  President  —  Mrs.  Patrick 
Hodges 

Secretary — Mrs.  Lester  Hopper 
Treasurer — Mrs.  Roy  Griffin 


The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Eunice,  La.,  has  completed 


Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett,  Mrs. 
James  Workman,  and  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Watkins  were  named  as  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  select  a  delegate  to  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah. 

Mrs.  Fullbright  reported  that 
letters  had  been  sent  to  all  socie¬ 
ties  requesting  that  everyone  ob¬ 
serve  a  period  of  prayer  for  our 
leaders  and  World  Peace  at  10:00 
each  day. 

Mrs.  Fullbright  announced  the 
reception  to  be  held  at  Searcy 
Church,  April  12,  honoring  Dist. 
Supt.  Rev.  Ed  Kaetzell  and  Mrs. 
Kaetzell,  who  are  leaving  the  dis¬ 
trict  to  begin  work  as  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Mrs.  Full- 
bright  dismissed  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  ....... 


Mrs.  Sam  Roberts,  president,  gave 
a  devotional  e  n  t  i  -t  1-e  d  “Between  loe,  and  Augusta  Circle. 


Goodloe  Organizes 
Society 

A  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  was  organized  at  Goodloe 
Church  near  Quitman  March  20 
with  14  members.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunni¬ 
cutt,  district  secretary  of  promo¬ 
tion,  explained  the  work  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  organization. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  Mrs.  Lilian  Woodall,  president; 
Mrs.  Lois  Ward,  vice-president; 
Miss  Lucille  Woodall,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Alma  Johnston,  sec¬ 
retary  of  spiritual  life,  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  Love,  promotion  secretary. 

This  church  was  named  for  the 
Goodloe  family,  a  name  prominent 
in  Arkansas  Methodism.  Plans  were 
discussed  for  a  Homecoming  cele¬ 
bration  the  third  Sunday  in  May. 


the  study  course,  “Middle  East  Pil¬ 
grimage.”  The  course,  taught  by 
Mrs.  Jack  McNamara,  was  designed 
to  further  understanding  of  the 
people  and  problems  of  the  turbu¬ 
lent  Middle  East  and  to  promote 
an  understanding  of  the  world  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church  in  that  area. 

The  study  was  divided  into  four 
sessions  which  included  discussions 
of  the  geography  and  history,  the 
people  and  their  problems,  Islam, 
the  Eastern  Churches,  and  the  mis¬ 
sionary  movement.  Two  films, 
“Middle  East”  and  “Arab  Middle 
East”,  were  shown  in  order  to  make 
the  life  and  customs  more  vivid. 
Daily  news  reports  made  the  class 
aware  of  current  happenings  in  the 
area. 

A  Middle  East  luncheon  climaxed 
the  study.  The  authentic  dishes 
which  were  served  included  “mal- 
foof  mahshie”  (stuffed  grape 
leaves),  “couscous”  (thick  meat  and 
(thick  meat  and  vegetable  stew), 
“chroost”  (fried  bread),  “lawz 
khubz”  (almond  cakes),  and  Arabic 
tea.  Special  napkins,  programs,  place 
cards,  place  mats,  and  centerpiece 
which  carried  out  the  Middle  East 
theme  decorated  the  table.  A  re¬ 
cording  of  “Scheherazade”  was 
played  as  background  music.  The 
program  following  the  luncheon 
consisted  of  typical  stories  and 
proverbs,  a  description  of  the  puz¬ 
zle  place  mats,  and  the  reading  of 
the  tea  leaves  by  a  fortune  teller. 

The  group  decided  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  action:  (1)  to  express  them¬ 
selves  on  special  current  issues  to 
the  Congressmen;  (2)  to  invite  Mid¬ 
dle  East  students  to  visit  in  their 
homes  if  such  an  arrangement  can 
be  made  at  local  colleges;  (3)  to 
send  a  money  donation  to  the  desig¬ 
nated  project  of  the  WSCS;  (4)  to 
keep  up  with  current  events;  (5) 
to  interest  young  people  in  corre¬ 
sponding  with  Middle  Eastern  pen 
pals. 


The  Maplewood  Woman’s  Society 
has  elected  the  following  officers 
for  the  coming  year:  president,  Mrs. 
Frank  Jackson;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Bowman;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  Normon  Feller;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
John  Wood. 


May  14,  1959 
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“Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds.” 

Mid  Cole  acted  as  the  master  of 
ceremonies. 


A  recent  outcome  of  India’s  rapid 
industrial  development  is  the  mi¬ 
gration  of  thousands  of  village  peo¬ 
ple  to  old  industrial  cities  such  as 
Calcutta,  Kanpur,  and  Bombay,  or 
to  new  centers  of' industry  to  seek 
factory  employment.  This  movement 
of  villagers  to  urban  communities 
is  a  problem  that  especially  alarms 
the  Christian  church  in  India.  Many 
Christians  have  been  reported  lost 
to  the  church  “for  lack  of  adequate 
leadership.”  Among  these  are  more 
than  10,000  who  moved  from  the 
state  of  Bihar  to  Calcutta.  Another 
estimated  8,000  village  Christians 
have  migrated  to  Kanpur,  U.P., 
North  India’s  largest  industrial  city. 
The  United  Church  of  Northern  In¬ 
dia,  aware  of  the  urgency  of  the 
situation,  conducts  an  industrial 


LEADERS  IN  THE  EVERY  MEMBER  CANVASS  PROGRAM  for  St. 
Paul's  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  are  pictured  here  at  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Dinner. 

Seated,  left  to  right.  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  minister  of  St.  Paul's 
Church;  C.  A.  Langner,  general  chairman  of  the  campaign;  Ed  Troth,  pro¬ 
gram  and  resources  chairman. 

Standing,  left  to  right,  H.  G.  Carter,  publicity  committee,  and  chair¬ 
man  for  the  Congregational  Dinner;  Larry  Miller,  director  of  Training; 
M.  L.  Caradonna,  divisional  leader;  Fred  Godbold,  chairman  of  Visitation; 
and  S.  C.  White,  divisional  leader. 


DeRidder  Church 
Congregational 
Dinner  Held 

The  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  of 
DeRidder,  La.,  held  their  Congre¬ 
gational  Dinner  Wednesday,  April 
15,  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  dinner  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  James 
Skinner,  and  a  delicious  meal,  pre¬ 
pared  and  ready  on  the  beautifully 
decorated  tables,  was  enjoyed  by 
the  more  than  60  persons  attending. 

After  a  brief  devotional  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  pastor,  the  program  of 
the  church  for  the  coming  year  was 
presented.  H.  W.  Smith,  Chairman 
of  the  Commission  on  Membership 
and  Evangelism;  Mrs.  Ed  Gillis, 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Missions;  Mrs.  S.  James,  Chairman 
of  the  Commission  on  Education; 
Miss  Sharon  Thigpen,  president  of 
the  M.Y.F.;  Mrs.  Floyd  Martin,  for 
the  W.S.C.S.;  and  Floyd  Martin,  for 
the  Church  School  were  the  speak¬ 
ers. 

The  proposed  building  program 
for  the  church  was  discussed  by 
Mrs.  F.  Wood,  and  then  the  pro¬ 
posed  budget,  which  represents  a 
sizeable  increase,  was  presented  by 
G.  Blankenbaker,  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Finance. 

After  a  period  of  time  for  dis¬ 
cussion  and  questions,  Elmer  Nee¬ 
ly,  general  chairman  of  the  Every 
Member  Canvass,  led  the  group  in 
thinking  of  their  responsibilities, 
before  God  and  His  Church,  as 
Christians  and  church  members. 

A  special  feature  of  the  evening’s 
program  was  the  presenting,  in  a 
surprise  ceremony,  of  three  life¬ 
time  memberships  in  the  W.S.C.S. 
The  recipients  were  Mrs.  S.  James, 
Mrs.  F.  Wood,  and  Miss  Juanita 
Linn. 

The  dinner  was  marked  by  ex¬ 
cellent  preparation,  on  the  part  of 
all  participants,  and  a  spirit  of  fel¬ 
lowship,  which  distinguishes  Wes¬ 
ley  Church,  was  felt  by  all.  The 
group  was  dismissed  by  singing 


Artist  Ben  L.  Looney's  painting  depicting  the  proposed  educational 
building  to  be  built  onto  the  Abbeville  Methodist  Church.  Funds  are  being 
collected  for  this  project  and  those  interested  should  contact  Harry 
Schriefer,  finance  committee  chairman,  or  Rev.  R.  Mack  Bentley,  pastor 
of  the  church. 


Freshman  Award 
Won  by  Miss  Sarah 
Frances  Liberto 

Sarah  Frances  Liberto,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Plaquemine,  has  been  presented 
the  Outstanding  Freshman  Award 
at  Centenary  College. 

The  coed,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
at  Centenary,  achieved  a  perfect 
“A”  average  in  all  subjects  on  the 
campus  during  her  initial  semes¬ 
ter.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anthony  Liberto  and  a 
1958  graduate  of  Plaquemine  High 
School. 

Miss  Liberto  was  honored  at  a 


evangelistic  center  in  Kanpur  and 
secured  as  its  director  the  Rev. 
M.A.Z.  Rolston,  an  Indian  pastor 
who  has  an  M.A.  degree  in  econom¬ 
ics  from  Lucknow  University.  In 
Kanpur,  Mr.  Rolston  is  striving  to 
recover  “lost”  Christians  and  is  vis¬ 
iting  people  living  in  new  housing 
developments.  He  has  made  helpful 
contacts  with  Kanpur’s  labor  union. 


special  assembly  in  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  at  Centenary  on 
Thursday  and  was  presented  a 
suitably  inscribed  leather  notebook 
in  token  of  the  honor.  Members  of 
Alpha  Chi,  honorary  scholastic  so¬ 
ciety  for  junior  and  senior  students, 
and  of  Alph  Sigma  Pi,  honorary 
scholastic  organization  for  fresh¬ 
man  and  sophomore  students,  an¬ 
nually  sponsor  the  ceremonies  at 
which  the  award  is  made. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion 
was  Dr.  William  Benefield,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Shreveport.  Miss  Diane 
Holloway  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  president 
of  Alpha  Chi,  presented  Miss  Li¬ 
berto  with  the  award. 

Miss  Liberto  was  valedictorian 
of  her  graduating  class,  served  as 
editor  of  her  high  school  newspap¬ 
er  and  was  president  of  both  the 
junior  and  senior  classes  at  Pla¬ 
quemine  High  School.  She  took 
an  active  part  in  young  people’s 
groups  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Plaquemine.  She  is  at¬ 
tending  Centenary  on  an  honor 
scholarship,  given  in  recognition  of 
her  outstanding  high  school  record. 


Pictured  is  the  newly  completed  Educational  Build¬ 
ing  of  the  Claiborne  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe. 

Construction  of  this  building  was  begun  on  October 
20,  1958,  and  was  completed  in  December.  The  official 
opening  was  held  December  17,  1958,  with  Dr.  James 
T.  Harris,  district  superintendent  of  Monroe  District, 


officiating. 

This  building  has  4,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
and  consists  of  a  modern  kitchen,  eight  class  rooms,  and 
fellowship  hall.  Much  of  the  labor  was  done  by  the 
members  of  the  church.  Rev.  T.  A.  Brown  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 
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Shown,  left  to  right,  at  the  lota  Dedication  Service  are  Rev.  James  A. 
Adams,  pastor;  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district  superintendent,  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict;  Hugh  McNeil,  chairman,  Official  Board. 


Iota  Church  Has 
Dedication  Service 

The  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lafayette 
District,  was  in  charge  of  the  dedi¬ 
cation  service  of  the  Iota  Church 
School  Annex  and  Sanctuary  furn¬ 
ishings  on  January  24. 


furnished.  On  March  30,  1957,  a  lot 
was  donated,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Thompson,  for  the  Church  School 
Annex,  a  former  lunchroom  build¬ 
ing,  donated  by  the  Acadia  Parish 
School  Board.  Over  $2,000  put  this 
building  in  good  shape  for  classes. 
Soon  after  this,  the  church  lots  were 
fenced,  enhancing  the  beauty  of  the 


church. 

In  June  1958,  Rev.  James  L.  Ad¬ 
ams  was  appointed  as  the  first 
resident  minister.  He  comes  from 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  School,  Nash¬ 
ville,  having  served  eight  years  in 
the  pastoral  ministry.  Under  his 
leadership,  things  began  to  really 
move.  Bathroom  fixtures  for  the 
Annex  were  given  and  installed  by 
the  Frank  Millers;  at  Christmas 
time  1958,  the  sanctuary  was  com¬ 
pletely  redecorated  at  a  cost  of  over 
$12,000.  A  new  Hammond  organ, 
new  pews,  altar  cross  and  candle 
sticks,  wall  to  wall  carpet,  beautiful 
full  length  draperies,  a  new  paint 
job,  air  conditioning,  and  new  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnals  made  the  little  chap¬ 
el  one  of  outstanding  beauty. 

A  Mass  Automatic  Hymn  Player, 
which  plays  automatically  three 
times  a  day,  has  been  installed  and 
all  the  people  of  all  denominations 
enjoy  the  beautiful  chimes  daily. 

During  the  past  year  the  mem¬ 
bership  has  increased  by  forty  per 
cent.  There  is  an  active  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  and  Intermediate 
Fellowship  which  meet  regularly 
and  are  doing  fine  jobs  within  the 
church.  Church  School  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons  we  find  that  we  are  over 
crowded;  so,  we  have  in  an  order 
now  for  folding  accordion-type  par- 
tions  and  folding  chairs.  This  will 
provide  more  classrooms  and  more 
comfort. 

This  may  not  look  big  to  some  of 
the  members  of  our  larger  church¬ 
es,  but  to  those  of  us  who  have 
worked  and  struggled  through  the 
years  to  keep  our  church  alive — 
to  us  it  is  ‘big’;  for  this  reason,  we 


Four  Methodist 
Students  Named 
To  Maroon  Jackets 

Four  Methodist  students  are 
among  the  seven  new  members  of 
the  Maroon  Jackets,  honorary  lead¬ 
ership  and  service  organization  for 
coeds  at  Centenary  College. 

Another  Methodist  student,  Em¬ 
ma  Lou  Stewart  of  Springhill,  has 
been  awarded  the  Ray  Williams 
Award,  given  annually  to  the  out¬ 
standing  senior  girl  who,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  was  not  eligible 
to  be  elected  into  the  honorary 
group. 

Methodist  students  elected  to  the 
Maroon  Jackets,  which  represents 
one  of  the  highest  honors  open  to 
feminine  students,  are  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Carole  Ann  Solomon,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.;  Truly  Ann  Drake,  Ma¬ 
plewood;  Mary  Lou  Low,  Jennings, 
and  Kathy  Mack,  Port  Arthur,  Tex. 
Other  students  selected  are  Dalna 
Worley  and  Linda  Frank,  both  of 
Shreveport,  and  Barbara  Hyde  of 
El  Dorado,  Ark. 

are  happy  and  want  to  share  our 
happiness  with  you,  the  readers  of 
our  Louisiana  Methodist.  We  give 
thanks  to  God  for  sending  wonder¬ 
ful  leaders  like  our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton, 
who  came  and  worked  so  faithful 
with  us,  making  all  the  wonders  of 
this  past  year  come  to  a  joyous 
climax. 

Submitted  by, 

The  Official  Board  of  the 
Iota  Church 

Hugh  McNeil,  Chairman 


The  church  has  a  very  interesting 
history.  The  records  show  that  on 
December  6,  1901,  the  donation  of  a 
lot  was  made  to  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South  by  C.  C.  Du- 
son.  The  original  trustees  being 
Willie  Higginbotham,  the  grandfa¬ 
ther  of  the  present  Church  School 
Superintendent  and  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board;  R.  B.  Sloane,  the 
grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Bentley 
Sloane,  Conference  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Education; 
and  Isaac  Hayes. 

A  church  was  built  on  this  lot 
the  next  year  and  was  fully  paid 
for  by  1905.  The  church  flurished 
until  about  the  first  World  War 
when  many  of  the  original  mem¬ 
bers  moved  away.  From  this  time — 
until  the  new  church  was  built, 
things  moved  slowly  with  preaching 
once  a  month,  or  whenever  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  get  someone  to  come  for 
services.  Once  during  this  time  the 
church  actually  closed  its  doors 
and  many  ‘thanks’  go  to  the  Rev. 
George  Walton  Damron,  who  took 
of  his  own  time  to  come  and  help 
get  the  church  going  once  again. 
It  was  the  Cleophas  Amy  family, 
the  family  of  Mrs.  Martha  Hayes, 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  min¬ 
isters  and  the  church  to  carry  on 
during  this  time.  It  was  in  their 
home  that  many  services  were  con¬ 
ducted,  such  as  the  baptismal  serv¬ 
ices  of  many  of  the  original  mem¬ 
bers. 

In  the  year  1938,  using  the  ma¬ 
terials  from  the  old  church  build¬ 
ing  and  substantial  gifts  from  the 
F.  N.  Hayes  family,  a  new  sanctuary 
was  built  and  dedicated. 

Two  years  ago,  1957,  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Iota  began  to  take  on 
new  life.  It  was  decided  that  a 
resident  minister  was  needed.  A 
beautiful  parsonage  was  bought  and 


Reading  from  left  to  right,  Louis  Mitchell,  Sr., 
Church  School  Superintendent;  Bascom  D.  Talley,  Jr.; 
R.  J.  Cruthirds,  chairman  of  Building  Committee;  C.  T. 
Houston;  Mrs.  I.  J.  Williams;  Judge  Robert  D.  Jones, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board;  Mrs.  H.  F.  Wesley,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Building  Committee;  A.  B.  Rigsby;  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Tisdale;  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  pastor;  Jerry  .Baker 
Smith,  representative  of  August  Peteze  and  Associates, 


Inc.,  architects;  Albert  Seal,  head  of  Seal  Lumber  Co., 
contractors;  and  Clyde  Seal  of  Seal  Lumber  Co. 

The  above  persons  are  members  of  the  Building 
Committee  and  other  identified  representatives  who 
were  present  at  the  Formal  Opening  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church  School  Building 
dedicated  to  Children  and  Youth  May  3rd  at  3  p.m. 
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Conditions  Change 
For  Congo  Women 

By  Dorothy  Gilbert,  R.N. 

No  aspect  of  Congo  life  is  chang¬ 
ing  faster  than  the  life  of  its  girls. 
There  are  still  thousands  of  women 
who  cannot  read  nor  write,  who 
are  “sold”  into  early  marriages  and 
are  treated  thereafter  as  not  much 
better  than  a  work  animal.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  this  term 
four  girls  in  the  second  year  of  the 
Teacher  Training  School  at  Wem- 
bo  Nyama,  and  four  in  the  Nurse- 
Aid  School.  The  first  two  gradu¬ 
ates  of  the  Home  Economics  School 
have  begun  to  teach  in  that  school, 
and  two  nurse-aid  graduates  are 
taking  their  new  responsibilities 
very  seriously. 

A  girl  is  often  elected  president 
of  the  Youth  Fellowship,  and  pre¬ 
sides  over  meetings  with  a  poise 
that  would  put  a  charm  school 
graduate  to  shame.  The  time  is 
passing  when  girls  will  agree  to 
being  forced  into  an  unwanted  mar¬ 
riage,  or  to  be  appraised  for  their 
hoe-wielding  muscles.  From  now 
on,  the  young  men  are  going  to 
have  to  measure  up  to  high  stand¬ 
ards  to  win  the  approval  of  some 
of  the  educated  Christian  young 
women. 

Parents  are  beginning  to  realize 
the  value  of  an  education  for  their 
girls.  Only  a  few  years  ago,  Girls’ 
Home  workers  had  to  scour  the 
countryside,  persuading  parents  to 
send  their  girls  in.  This  year  there 
are  over  130  girls  crowded  into 
space  for  100  in  both  the  Lodja  and 
Wembo  Nyama  home,  and  dozens 
were  turned  away  broken-hearted 
because  of  lack  of  funds  and  facili¬ 
ties.  The  unprecedented  crowds  of 
girls  in  the  early  grades  give  prom¬ 
ise  of  ever  increasing  numbers  of 
young  women  who  will  be  taking 
their  places  in  the  future  life  of 
the  church  in  Africa. 

No  missionary  work  is  more  sat¬ 
isfying  than  that  of  watching  and 
helping  these  gay,  giggling  little 
African  girls  grow  up  into  young 
women  possessed  of  an  incompar¬ 
able  grace  and  dignity,  and  then 
to  see  them  as  loving  mothers  pass¬ 
ing  on  to  their  children  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Christ’s  abundant  life 
which  they  have  experienced  in 
our  mission  schools  and  hostels.  I 
feel  sorry  for  all  the  African  girls 
who  will  have  to  be  left  behind  in 
the  old  way  of  life  because  it  is 
impossible  to  find  room  for  all  of 
them.  But  I  feel  even  sorrier  for 
any  potential  missionary  who  does 
not  accept  this  exciting  challenge 
and  joyful  privilege. 


“Mankind’s  Children:” 

A  UNICEF  Pamphlet 

A  pamphlet  on  the  work  of  the 
United  Nations  Children’s  Fund, 
with  an  introduction  by  Secretary- 
general  Dag  Hammarskjold,  has 
been  published  by  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee,  a  non-profit  edu¬ 
cational  organization  in  New  York. 

The  booklet  Mankind’s  Children 
summarizes  world  health  and  nu¬ 
trition  problems  affecting  children 
and  describes  UNICEF’s  aid  of  gov¬ 
ernments  in  improving  diets  and 
controlling  diseases. 

It  estimates  that,  in  one  year  of 
work,  UNICEF  has  helped  make 
possible  the  following  statistics: 
15,400,000  children  vaccinated 
against  tuberculosis;  32,000,000 
children  protected  against  malaria; 
3,500,000  children  and  parents 


Bishop  Dodge  Pleads  For 
Racial  Partnership  In  Africa 


First  Building  of 
Alaska  University 
To  Be  This  Summer 


Africans  must  be  granted  full  partnership  in  a  multi-racial  society  in 
their  various  countries — now  or  never,  says  an  American-born  Methodist 
bishop  in  Southern  Rhodesia.  Delay,  he  asserts,  will  bring  “untold  hard¬ 
ship,  losses,  and  bloodshed.” 

In  an  editorial  in  the  April- June  issue  of  the  Africa  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  Official  publication  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Africa,  Bishop  Ralph 
E.  Dodge  declares: 

“The  people  of  Africa  are  tired  of  promises  of  better  days  ahead.  Un¬ 
less  they  are  given  full  partnership,  the  ideal  of  a  multi-racial  society  in 
Africa  will  be  lost  forever.  Pressures  are  rapidly  building  up  to  the  point 
where  future  gestures  of  recognition  in  all  probability  will  be  spurned  by 
the  African  people. 

“Now  is  the  time  for  cold,  clear,  concise  action.  Today  is  the  time  for 
nations  with  a  Christian  tradition  to  be  Christian.  Tomorrow  will  be  too 
late  to  preserve  in  Africa  the  Christian  ideal  of  a  multi-racial  society  with 


equality  of  treatment  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  all.  It  is  full  partnership 
now  ...  or  never!” 

Bishop  Dodge  since  1956  has  been 
the  bishop  of  the  Lourenco  Mar¬ 
ques  area  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
which  includes  Methodist  work  in 
Southern  Rhodesia,  Angola,  Mo¬ 
zambique  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa.  He  formerly  lived  in  Ter- 
ril,  Iowa,  and  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 

Copies  of  the  Africa  Christian 
Advocate  containing  Bishop  Dodge’s 
editorial  are  being  sent  to  every 
Methodist  minister  (about  27,000) 
in  the  United  States  through  the 
auspices  of  the  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Promotion  and  Cultivation, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Bishop  Dodge  says  that  Africans 
are  becoming  distrustful  of  the 
promises  of  European  whites  re¬ 
garding  racial  equality. 

.  “At  one  time,”  he  says,  “the  Af- 


treated  for  yaws;  1,000,000  children 
treated  for  trachoma;  5,300,000 
children  or  mothers  given  milk  ra¬ 
tions.  “Other  millions”  have  passed 
through  UNICEF-equipped  health 
centres  and  received  UNICEF-pro¬ 
vided  food  in  emergencies. 

“In  all,  perhaps  fifty  million  chil¬ 
dren  or  mothers  owed  their  Jives, 
last  year  alone,  to  what  is  by  far 
the  greatest  human  rescue  opera¬ 
tion  ever  undertaken,”  the  booklet 
states. 

In  his  introduction  the  Secretary- 
General  comments:  “Too  often  only 
the  stories  of  disagreement  make 
headlines,  and  the  quiet  efforts  of 
peoples  and  nations  working  to¬ 
gether  in  harmony  for  a  common 
goal  go  unnoticed.  Yet  the  health 
and  happiness  of  millions  of  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  made  possible  by 
just  such  an  effort  through  the 
work  of  the  United  Nations  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Fund.  People  and  their  gov¬ 
ernments  from  nearly  100  countries 
and  territories  have  helped  reduce 
children’s  suffering  from  hunger 
and  disease  by  voluntarily  provid¬ 
ing  the  funds  for  UNICEF  assist¬ 
ance  to  underdeveloped  countries.” 

Concluding,  the  booklet  cites  a 
statement  by  UNICEF  Executive 
Director  Maurice  Pate  that  “we 
have  only  begun  to  touch  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  which  needlessly  cripple 
the  future  for  so  many  of  the 
world’s  children”  but  that  “we 
have  gained  .  .  .  experience”  and 
can  now  “move  ahead  in  a  lasting 
partnership  for  the  benefit  of  man¬ 
kind’s  children.” 

Copies  of  “Mankind’s  Children” 
may  be  secured  from  the  Public 
Affairs  Committee,  22  East  38th 
St.,  New  York  City;  from  the  UN 
Bookshop;  or  from  UNICEF  head¬ 
quarters,  United  Nations,  New  York 
City. 


rican  people  would  gladly  have  ac¬ 
cepted  any  sincere  offer  of  full 
partnership  at  some  future  date. 
Now,  however,  unless  such  an  of¬ 
fer  is  implemented  immediately, 
the  moving  black  will  solidify.  The 
temper  of  the  times  is  to  refuse  any 
sugar-coated  pill  of  promise,  to 
examine  cautiously  any  proffered 
hand  of  friendship,  to  reject  any 
olive  .branch. 

“Even  in  the  more  backward 
areas  of  Africa,  the  ideal  of  multi¬ 
racial  partnership  is  already  losing 
its  appeal  for  many  Africans.  This 
is  largely  because  they  have  lost 
faith  in  the  promises  of  European 
individuals  as  well  as  in  the  col¬ 
lective  promises  made  by  the  Euro¬ 
pean  governments  which  exercise 
control  over  them.” 

The  bishop  asserts  that  it  is  al¬ 
ready  too  late  in  some  areas  for  a 
policy  of  partnership. 

“In  many  areas  the  time  is  gone,” 
he  says,  “when  multi-racial  part¬ 
nership  was  possible,  so  deeply 
have  been  felt  the  discriminations 
of  the  past.  In  other  areas,  -any 
longer  delay  may  well  cancel  the 
ideal  cherished  by  millions  and 
still  realizable  if  the  Europeans  act 
forcefully  and  promptly.” 

Bishop  Dodge  pleads  for  action 
by  both  whites  and  Africans  while 
there  is  still  time  for  cooperative 
planning.  He  writes: 

“It  is  because  I  believe  in  the 
ideal  of  a  multi-racial  society, 
where  every  individual  is  free  to 
prove  his  worth,  that  I  appeal  to 
Europeans  in  Africa  and  on  the 
continent  to  implement  full  part¬ 
nership  in  all  phases  of  political, 
social,  economic  and  religious  life. 
Delay  will  bring  untold  hardship, 
losses  and  bloodshed. 

“And  to  my  patient  African 
friends,  I  would  appeal  for  a  little 
more  patience  still.  Understanding 
must  be  mutual.  If  you  feel  the 
need  to  be  understood,  you  need 
also  to  seek  to  understand.  Give 
the  Europeans,  who  have  done  so 
much  good  in  Africa,  another 
change  to  recognize  your  intrinsic 
worth  and  offer  you  a  place  of 
equality  on  the  continent  which 
you  call  home.” 

Born  in  Terril,  Iowa,  Bishop 
Dodge  was  educated  at  Taylor  Uni¬ 
versity,  Upland,  Ind.,  and  the  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology. 
For  14  years,  he  was  a  Methodist 
missionary  to  Angola,  and  from 
1950  to  1956  he  was  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  Africa  and  Europe  of 
the  Division  of  World  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 
While  serving  in  the  latter  position, 
he  lived  in  Ridgewood,  N.  J.  He 
■was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 


The  first  building  of  the  Alaska 
Methodist  University  will  rise  on 
the  campus  in  Anchorage  this 
summer  and  fall.  The  cornerstone¬ 
laying  for  the  building  has  been  set 
for  July  12  during  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man’s  tour  to  Alaska. 

Erection  of  the  first  building  was 
assured  when  the  university  board 
of  trustees,  meeting  in  Anchorage 
April  11-12,  let  a  construction  con¬ 
tract.  It  was  awarded  to  C  &  R 
Builders  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  in  the 
amount  of  $1,071,000.  The  building, 
which  eventually  is  to  house  the 
science  department,  will  serve  at 
first  as  an  all-purpose  unit,  housing 
classrooms,  administrative  offices 
and  the  library.  An  additional  con¬ 
tract  for  $150,000  went  to  C  &  R 
Builders  for  construction  of  a 
smaller,  auditorium-type  building 
to  be  joined  to  the  main  unit  by  a 
hallway. 

The  trustees  approved  an  over¬ 
all  construction  and  development 
program  for  the  university  total¬ 
ling  $1,624,000.  That  includes  the 
construction  contracts  and  addition¬ 
al  contracts  for  site  development 
(roads  and  driveways.,  landscaping, 
etc.),  purchase  of  240  additional 
acres  and  installation  of  utilities. 

The  construction  and  develop¬ 
ment  program  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  the  fall  of  I960,  when 
the  first  group  of  freshmen  is 
scheduled  to  begin  their  studies. 

The  Alaska  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  a  project  of  the  National  Di¬ 
vision,  Twill  be  the  first  four-year, 
church-related  liberal  arts  college 
in  Alaska.  The  president,  Dr.  Don¬ 
ald  F.  Ebright,  is  at  work  in  An¬ 
chorage,  and  by  mid-summer  the 
academic  dean  and  the  business 
manager  will  be  on  duty. 


the  fall  of  1956  by  the  Africa  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

A  collection  of  110  “rhymed 
psalms”  has  been  issued  at  the 
Hague  by  a  commission  of  the  60,000 
member  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Netherlands  and  four  other  Dutch 
denominations.  The  Reformed 
Church  of  the  Netherlands  is  one  of 
the  cooperating  bodies.  The  collec- 
'tion  is  said  to  be  the  fruit  of  many 
years  of  work  by  poets,  theologians, 
and  a  church  musician.  It  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  “specimen  collection,” 
to  be  followed  by  a  complete 
rhymed  version  of  the  150  Psalms 
within  a  year  or  two.  Melodies  are 
those  originally  prepared  for  the 
French  psalm  texts. 


Pentecost  —  “the  coming  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  led  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Christian  church” — 
will  be  observed  throughout  Chris¬ 
tendom  On  Sunday,  May  17.  The 
observance  is  being  highlighted  for 
most  Protestant  denominations  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
theme  ,of  the  1959  observance  is 
“Christian  unity  —  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit.”  Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert, 
long-time  leader  of  church  union  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  in  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil,  notes:  “The  Spirit  at  Pentecost 
brings  into  being  a  new  kind  of  com¬ 
munity  (a  koinonia)  which  is  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  mission  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  Christ.  This  community,  the 
Church,  is  not  something  merely  of 
man’s  devising,  like  Babel,  but  is  a 
way  of  fulfilling  the  will  of  God. 
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Whatever  else  happened  at  Pente¬ 
cost,  the  permanent  result  was  the 
emergence  of  the  Christian  church 
as  a  distinctive  fellowship  .  .  .  This 
means  that  the  fellowship  which  the 
Spirit  creates  may  be  a  fellowship 
with  people  with  whom,  on  the  level 
of  merely  human  preferences,  we 
might  prefer  not  to  have  any  fel¬ 
lowship  at  all.  It  is  only  as  we  find, 
in  our  common  relation  to  Christ,  a 
oneness  so  deep  that  the  natural 
differences  of  culture,  class,  sect, 
race,  and  nation  no  longer  divide  us 
into  exclusive  and  self-sufficient, 
or  even  conflicting,  groups  that  we 
learn  the  unifying  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  the  full  meaning  of  the 
New  Testament  koinonia.” 


In  an  experiment  partly  inspired 
by  the  international  “twin  city” 
schemes  between  towns  of  similar 
size  in  two  different  countries,  a 
parish  in  Lyon,  France,  has  “adopt¬ 
ed”  one  in  Florence,  Italy.  The 
French  Reformed  minister  of  Croix- 
Rousse,  Lyon,  Daniel  Atger,  wrote 
to  Pastors  Carlo  Gay  and  Alberto 
Ricca  of  the  Waldensian  Church  in 
Florence,  suggesting  regular  cor¬ 
respondence.  The  Florence  parish¬ 
ioners  replied  with  enthusiasm.  The 
parishes  now  pray  regularly  for  each 
other’s  undertakings.  Plans  for  the 
future  include  regular  exchange  of 
news,  linkage  of  families  by  corre¬ 
spondence,  hospitality  for  visitors 
in  homes,  delegations  from  church 
to  church  and  exchange  visits  on  va¬ 
cations.  Pastor  Atger,  urging  other 
churches  to  take  up  the  "ecumenical 
twin  parish”  idea,  says  that  if  the 
idea  spreads  it  will  help  to  make 
the  ecumenical  movement  real  in 
spite  of  language  barriers. 


Church  World  Service  (215  Fourth 
Ave.,  New  York  City),  which  was 
established  for  American  Protes¬ 
tantism  the  “Tibetan  Refugee  Emer¬ 
gency  Fund,”  has  made  public  the 
following  statement  by  Thubten  J. 
Norbu,  brother  of  Tibet’s  religious 
leader,  the  Dalai  Lama:  “I  am  deep- 
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EIGHT  DAY  EVANGELISTIC 
MISSION  P 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
and  Colon  is  the  city  on  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  entrance  to  the  Panama  Canal 
in  the  Republic  of  Panama.  We  had 
another  nice  visit  one  morning  to 
the  American  Bible  Society  in  the 
American  Zone  and  had  a  talk  with 
Mr.  J.  W.  Linkerman,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  work  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  Latin  America.  In  his  of¬ 
fice  he  demonstrated  a  new  device 
that  is  just  beginning  to  be  used  in 
teaching  the  Bible  Scriptures.  It 
is  called  a  Finger  Phone  and  is  a 
small  plastic  record  player  operat¬ 
ed  by  your  index  finger,  that  ac- 


ly  concerned  for  my  countrymen 
who  have  fled  and  have  been  given 
refuge  in  friendly  neighboring 
states.  Since  this  influx  in  these 
areas  will  affect  the  economy  in 
these  countries,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  free  world  needs  to  assist  these 
refugees  with  food,  clothing,  shel¬ 
ter  and  other  essentials  of  life  in 
adidtion  to  what  measures  have 
been  undertaken  by  these  friends. 
I  am  extremely  grateful  for  the 
initiative  taken  by  Church  World 
Service.” 


tually  plays  Bible  records.  They 
sell  the  record  player,  complete 
with  six  Bible  records,  for  $1.50. 
We  then  had  dinner  with  Mr.  Link¬ 
erman  in  a  cafeteria  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Zone. 

Final  Results  of  The  Mission 

The  final  results  for  the  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Mission  in  Colon  were  a 
total  of  30  decisions  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  and  a  total  attendance 
of  548  for  the  week.  On  the  over¬ 
all  report  on  the  Evangelistic  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Costa  Rica  and  Panama, 
there  was  a  total  of  305  commit¬ 
ments  on  Profession  of  Faith,  21 
transfers  of  membership,  13  bap¬ 
tisms  and  134  re-dedications.  There 
was  a  total  of  227  services  held, 
with  a  total  attendance  of  9,175. 
This  total  of  305  commitments  on 
Profession  of  Faith  is  significant 
since  the  total  membership,  at  the 
present  time,  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  both  at  Costa  Rica  and 
Panama,  is  only  1110. 

The  two  weeks  experience  work¬ 
ing  with  our  people  in  these  two 
countries  and  viewing  the  work  of 
our  church,  was  a  real  Christian 
experience  for  all  of  us  that  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  the  Mission. 


Pictured  on  the  Together 
cover  is  the  Detweiler  fam¬ 
ily,  1958  Methodist  Family 
of  the  Year.  They,  too, 
along  with  over  900,000 
other  Methodist  families 
throughout  the  country 
read  Together  every  month. 
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Christian  Education  Leader  Believes 

Time  Is  Ripe  For 
College  Campus  Evangelism 

By  Methodist  Information 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism, 

April  28-30  in  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson,  Philadelphia, 
president  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Education,  proposed  a  world 
crusade  to  win  college  students  to  Christianity.  His  proposal  came  at  the 
end  of  an  address,  "Evangelism  in  Education.”  Following  are  excerpts 
from  the  address: 


There  are  many  indications  which  encourage  us  to  believe  that  the 
college  campus  is  ready  for  a  new  and  relevant  evangelism. 

Educators,  both  in  church-related  and  non-church-related  colleges, 
are  conscious  of  the  inadequacies  of  the  secular  and  utilitarian  theories  of 
education  and  are  speaking  now  on  behalf  of  the  spiritual  necessities  in 
human  development  through  education. 

The  most  significant  changes  have  come,  however,  in  the  student  atti¬ 
tude.  While  students  are  fadists  and  often  reflect  their  fads  in  their  re¬ 
ligious  life,  they  no  longer  react  to  religion  with  the  skepticism  which 
characterized  the  student  attitude  of  the  middle  decades  of  the  first  half 
of  this  century. 


Both  student  and  faculty  are  re¬ 
turning  to  a  much  more  realistic 
position  regarding  the  understand¬ 
ing  and  necessity  of  authority  and 
decision  in  religion.  Religious  rel¬ 
ativity,  they  now  realize,  enervates 
in  an  age  which  calls  for  positive 
action.  Students  know  this  better 
sometimes  than  their  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  and  they  are  becoming  weary 
of  the  sophistications  which  so  often 
result  in  endless  discussion  and  are 
used  to  give  religion  the  appearance 
of  intellectual  respectability.  They 
want  to  know  what  is  truth  and 
who  has  the  right  to  say  so.  They 
want  it  straight  and  plain,  which 
accounts  for  the  amazing  response 
which  fundamentalism  elicits  in  the 
campus  atmosphere  of  intellectual 
modernism. 

Youth  is  likewise  leading  the  way 
to  a  return  of  public  witnessing  and 
commitment.  While  those  of  the 
older  generation  still  are  inclined  to 
keep  their  religious  decisions  to 
themselves  and  to  shun  public  com¬ 
mitment,  young  people  experience 
no  such  inhibitions  in  taking  an 
open  stand  and  in  seeking  to  streng¬ 
then  it  through  public  renewal  of 
commitment  and  allegiance. 

The  college  world  is  ready  for  a 
new  religious  youth  movement  com¬ 
parable  to  the  student  volunteer 
movement  of  a  half  century  ago. 
Our  youth  come  to  the  college 
campus  already  prepared  to  expect 
opportunities  for  witnessing  and 
commitment  through  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  our  excellent  and  healthy 
programs  of  evangelism  in  the  local 
church.  Sometimes  we  fail  to  recog¬ 
nize  what  is  taking  place  as  evan¬ 
gelism  because  circumstances  and 
methods  have  changed  and  some  of 
us  have  not. 

I  believe  that  the  hour  has  come 
for  a  Christian  student  crusade  of 
world  proportions,  provided  we 
seize  the  hour  and  adapt  our  efforts 
to  the  conditions  which  will  elicit 
a  response.  We  will  need  to  have  a 
new  set  of  assumptions  about  the 
religious  life  of  youth.  We  must 
emphasize  result  rather  than  meth¬ 
od.  There  must  be  a  flexibility  of 
approach  which  will  enable  us  to 
make  a  different  approach  to 
“Fraternity  Row”  than  we  would  to 
“Main  Street.”  The  appeal  must  be 
both  to  mind  and  heart.  “Service 


to  the  present  age”  will  make  a 
wider  appeal  than  “a  never  dying 
soul  to  save.” 

The  sporadic  efforts  of  “Religious 
Emphasis  Week”  must  yield  to  a 
plan  of  daily  impact  on  student  life. 
A  more  realistic  appraisal  of  the 
student  mind  will  be  required  in 
order  to  reach  the  student’s  religious 
need.  Religion  on  a  college  campus 
is  pitted  against  the  unassimilated 
findings  of  the  new  psychology,  the 
ignorance  of  immaturity,  the  bigotry 
of  “a  little  knowledge,”  the  super¬ 
ficialities  of  comparative  religions, 
the  sensualism  of  an  uninhibited  so¬ 
ciety,  some  faculty  resistance  and 
more  faculty  indifference,  so  that 
like  Paul  those  who  enter  this  arena 
must  be  skilled  in  the  weapons  to 
be  used  and  acquainted  with  the 
rules  of  the  battle  to  be  waged. 

Just  anybody  cannot  qualify  for 
this  service  in  education  any  more 
than  the  unprepared  could  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  on  the  chemistry  or  history 
faculties.  Desire  and  personality 
are  not  sufficient  qualifications  for 
the  campus  evangelist  if  we  mean 
not  to  lose  the  new  advantage  for 
evangelism  in  education. 

I  close  with  a  specific  proposal. 
Certainly  we  should  think  of  this 
challenge  and  opportunity  on  world 
terms  and  prepare  carefully  for  a 
world  crusade.  It  must  be  an  effort 
which  includes  many  groups  in 
many  lands.  It  is  not  an  undertak¬ 
ing  for  a  department  nor  for  a  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  life  it  deals  with.  My 
proposal,  therefore,  is  that  through 
the  auspices  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  uniting  in  planning,  spon¬ 
soring  and  conducting  all  the  inter¬ 
ests  involved,  we  begin  this  world 
youth  movement  in  the  thousand  or 
more  schools  connected  with  world¬ 
wide  Methodism. 

Such  a  movement  to  be  success¬ 
ful  will  require  boldness,  large  pro¬ 
vision,  careful  preparation  and  cre¬ 
ative  imagination. 

But  it  is  worth  the  try  now,  pro¬ 
vided  we  are  willing  to  meet  fully 
its  large  demands. 


Board  Calls  For 
Labor  Management 
Reforms 

Chicago  (MI)— A  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  labor  reforms  was  adopted 
by  The  Methodist  Church’s  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
at  its  semi-annual  meeting  in 
Chicago  April  23. 

The  resolution  sets  forth  seven 
abuses  to  be  corrected  within  labor- 
management  relations: 

1.  Lack  of  democratic  procedures 
in  some  unions. 

2.  Unwarranted  control  by  an  in¬ 
ternational  over  local  union. 

3.  The  misuse  of  union  funds,  par¬ 
ticularly  expense  accounts,  pension 
funds  and  health  and  welfare  funds. 

4.  Collusion  between  employers 
and  union  leaders. 

5.  Illegal  and  improper  actions  by 
certain  managements,  unions,  and 
certain  industrial  relations  consult¬ 
ants. 

6.  Infiltration  of  gangsters  into 
some  unions. 

7.  Lax  policies  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment. 

“The  concern  of  the  church  is  not 
alone  with  the  intentional  graft  and 
abuses  that  have  been  uncovered 
but  also  with  some  of  the  unin¬ 
tentional  abuses  that  can  creep  into 
every  organization  and  can  be  over¬ 
looked  or  concealed  by  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  institution,”  the  reso¬ 
lution  points  out. 

Ecumenical  Work 
Camps  For  Youth 
Announced 

New  York  (NC)  —  A  thousand 
church  young  people  from  all  over 
the  world,  200  of  them  Americans, 
will  give  us  a  leisure  summer  va¬ 
cation  and  the  comforts  of  home  to 
work  side  by  side  with  young  people 
from  other  nations  in  building 
schools,  playgrounds,  refugee  cen¬ 
ters,  and  the  like. 

This  summer  will  be  the  thir¬ 
teenth  series  of  ecumenical  work 
camps  which  will  be  conducted  in 
27  countries  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Ecumenical  Voluntary  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  United  Student  Christian 
Council. 

The  young  people  selected  for  the 
camps  will,  in  addition  to  their  hard 
work,  pay  for  the  privilege  out  of 
their  own  pockets. 

American  program  director  of  the 
project  is  the  Rev.  Frederick  Stoer- 


Methodists  Begin 
‘Year  of  Enlistment’ 
In  Local  Church 

Concluding  Emphasis  On 
Quadrennial  Emphasis  On 
Local  Church  Program 

Miami,  Fla.  (MI) — More  than  1,-  ■ 
400  Methodists  attended  a  meeting 
launching  the  evangelistic  phase  of 
The  Methodist  Church’s  nation¬ 
wide  “Year  of  Total  Enlistment”  at 
White  Temple  Methodist  Church 
here  April  29. 

Principal  speaker  was  Bishop  Roy 
H.  Short,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  chair¬ 
man  of  Methodism’s  1956-60  Quad¬ 
rennial  Emphasis  on  the  Local 
Church,  the  last  phase  of  which  is 
the  “Year  of  Total  Enlistment.” 

Bishop  Short  said  the  goals  of 
“The  Year  of  Total  Enlistment”  are: 

1.  To  enlist  all  Methodist  church 
members  in  some  form  of  Christian 
activity. 

2.  To  enlist  new  persons  for  Christ 
and  the  church. 

3.  The  enlistment  of  all  Methodists 
to  a  total  dedication  of  self,  includ¬ 
ing  talents,  time,  and  resources,  and 
a  full  commitment  to  Christian  liv¬ 
ing  in  all  the  relationships  of  life. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  which  was  held  April 
28-30  at  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel  in 
Miami  Beach.  Members  and  staff 
members  of  the  board  joined  Florida 
Methodists  at  the  Wiite  Temple 
meeting. 


Miss  Loretta  Pan,  a  young  Chi¬ 
nese  lady  who  was  graduated  from 
Ginling  College,  Nanking,  China, 
“before  the  bamboo  curtain  de¬ 
scended,”  and  then  took  graduate 
studies  at  Mount  Holyoke  College, 
Mass.,  has  been  chosen  as  the  first 
teacher  to  be  employed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of 
New  York  to  teach  the  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage  to  American  adults.  The 
course  is  part  of  the  “informal” 
adult  education  program,  and  will 
be  offered  in  a  public  school  near 
Columbia  University.  Ginling  Col¬ 
lege  was  one  of  thirteen  Christian 
colleges  and  universities  in  China 
long  aided  by  American  church 
funds. 


ker,  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation. 

Mr.  Stoerker  described  the  pro¬ 
gram  as  “a  graphic  demonstration 
to  the  world  of  the  concern  of  youth 
for  the  welfare  of  others. 

“With  every  blow  of  the  hammer 
and  swing  of  the  pick-ax, M  he  de¬ 
clared,  “they  witness  to  the  nature 
of  the  Christian  life,  living  and 
working  together  with  young  people 
who  differ  from  each  other  in  na¬ 
tional  customs,  ways  of  worship, 
personal  background  and  convic¬ 
tions,  race  and  church  affiliation.” 

Each  work  camp  will  have  two 
co-leaders  and  about  25  workers 
from  participating  countries.  No 
more  than  four  Americans  will  be 
in  any  one  camp. 

Some  of  the  approved  projects 
which  the  young  people  will  work 
on  include  the  rebuilding  of  a 
YMCA  camp  site  in  Germany  de¬ 
stroyed  in  the  war,  building  a  parish 
hall  for  a  church  in  Austria  which 
has  held  services  in  a  hotel  since 
1925,  and  building  a  playground  for 
Christian  children  in  a  Moslem  area 
near  Marseilles,  France. 
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Centenary  College 
Commencement  To 
Be  May  24, 1959 

Dr.  Jesse  Rodman  Wilson,  former 
secretary  of  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council,  and  Dr.  Robert  W. 
French,  director  of  the  Port  of  New 
Orleans  and  active  Methodist  lay 
leader,  will  participate  in  Centenary 
College’s  134th  commencement  cer¬ 
emonies,  Sunday,  May  24.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
son  will  preach  the  baccalaureate 
sermon  and  Dr.  French  will  de¬ 
liver  the  commencement  address. 

The  baccalaureate  service  will  be 
held  at  11  a.m.  in  the  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel  and  the  commence¬ 
ment  exercises  will  be  held  at  8 
p.m.  in  the  Greek  Amphitheater. 
Both  services  are  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

At  the  baccalaureate  service 
President  Joe  J.  Mickle  will  intro¬ 
duce  the  speaker,  Vice  President 
R.  Leonard  Cooke  will  lead  the 
prayer,  and  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  will 
give  the  Scriptural  reading.  The 
benediction  will  be  given  by  Dr. 
W.  F.  Pledger,  professor  of  Bible 
and  sociology.  Miss  Zollene  Ben¬ 
nett  will  be  organist. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Texas,  Austin,  where 
he  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 
He  later  studied  at  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary,  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  University  and  at  Yale  Di¬ 
vinity  School,  where  he  received 
the  B.D.  degree.  In  1937,  Berkeley 
Baptist  Divinity  School  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di¬ 
vinity. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


Annual  La.  M.Y.F. 
Assembly  To  Be 
Held  June  8-12 

The  annual  assembly  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  will  be  held  on 
the  campus  of  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport  June  8-12,  according 
to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  of  Shreveport, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education  and  Miss 
Louise  Sharp  also  of  Shreveport, 
conference  director  of  youth  work. 

The  assembly,  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Conference  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  organization,  expects  to 
attract  several  hundred  Methodist 
young  people  from  throughout  Lou¬ 
isiana  for  the  five  day  meeting. 

Leaders  pointed  out  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  assembly  is  to  conduct 
the  business  of  the  conference  or¬ 
ganization,  and  to  give  personal  en¬ 
richment  to  Methodist  youth  and 
adult  leaders  through  leadership 
education,  worship,  platform  peri¬ 
ods,  discussion  and  recreation. 

Young  people  attending  will  be 
housed  in  dormitories  on  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  campus.  Boys  will  be 


quartered  in  Rotary  Hall,  and  the 
girls  in  the  James  Dorm  and  Hardin 
Hall. 

Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  of  Shreveport 
will  serve  as  the  dean  for  the  as¬ 
sembly.  Rev.  Ebb  Munden,  III,  will 
be  the  platform  speaker.  Miss  Jean 
Stephens  of  Baton  Rouge  is  the 
president  of  the  conference  organ¬ 
ization. 

Assembly  leaders  point  out  that 
one  official  delegate  from  each  lo¬ 
cal  MYF  may  attend.  This  young 
person  should  be  the  local  MYF 
president  or  a  representative  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  local  MYF.  Adult  workers 
will  be  accepted  aslo  for  registra¬ 
tion.  Only  one  adult  worker  for 
every  four  youth  who  register,  how¬ 
ever,  can  be  accomodated.  Other 
young  people  may  register  and  at¬ 
tend  the  conference  but  must  make 
their  own  arrangement  for  hous¬ 
ing. 

Registration  is  set  for  Monday 
afternoon,  June  8,  from  1:00  p.m. 
until  5:00  p.m.  in  the  Moore  Student 
Union  Building  on  the  college  cam¬ 
pus.  The  total  cost  for  the  assembly 
will  be  $17.50  for  %irl  and  $15.50  for 
boys,  including  room,  board,  in¬ 
surance,  text  books  and  registration 
fees.  A  registration  fee  of  $5.00 
should  be  mailed  with  registration 
blank  to  the  MYF  Assembly,  Box 
4156,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 


Honorary  Degrees 
To  Be  Conferred  on 
Two  at  Centenary 

The  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
district  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  Earhart  S.  Wagner,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Shreveport,  will  receive  honorary 
degrees  from  Centenary  College 
this  year. 

The  degrees  will  be  conferred  at 
Centenary’s  134th  commencement 
ceremonies,  to  be  held  at  8  p.m.  in 
the  outdoor  amphitheatre  on  the 
local  campus.  The  commencement 
speaker  will  be  Dr.  Robert  Warren 
French,  director  of  the  Port  of  New 
Orleans  and  former  vice  president 
of  Tulane  University.  Dr.  French 
also  is  prominent  in  Methodist 
church  activities. 

The  commencement  ceremonies 
will  follow  the  11  a.m.  baccalaure¬ 
ate  service  in  the  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  local  campus.  Both 
the  baccalaureate  and  commence¬ 
ment  rites  will  be  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  baccalaureate  sermon  will 
be  delivered  by  Dr.  Jesse  R.  Wil¬ 
son,  former  secretary  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Council. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


Annual  Conf. 
May  26-29 
At  Centenary 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin 

Is  Conference  Preacher 
By  Methodist  Information 

Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin  of 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  world¬ 
wide  Methodist  Church  will  be  con¬ 
ference  preacher  at  the  114th 
Annual  Session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
to  be  held  May  26-29  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  according  to 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  who  will  preside  over 
the  conference  sessions. 

The  65-year-old  Bishop  Franklin 
was  elected  bishop  of  the  Jackson 
area,  comprising  both  the  Mississippi 
and  North  Mississippi  conferences, 
1948. 

He  is  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Millsaps  College  in  Jack- 
son;  and  a  member  of  the  boards 
of  trustees  of  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Rust  College  in 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi. 

He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Education; 
The  Methodist  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  and  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Promotion  and  Cultivation 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  1947,  Bishop  Franklin  visited 
India,  Southern  Europe  and  the 
Holy  Land  on  an  official  tour  of 
Methodist  work.  On  July  1,  he  and 
Mrs.  Franklin  will  begin  a  tour  of 
Europe  and  North  Africa. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  president;  Dr.  Leonard  Cocke, 
vice-president;  and  Rev.  Jolly  B. 
Harper  of  Shreveport,  district  sup¬ 
erintendent,  will  be  hosts  for  the 
conference. 

P  r  e-c  onference  meetings  of 
boards,  commissions,  and  the  bish¬ 
op’s  cabinet  are  scheduled  for  Mon- 
( Continued  on  page  9 ) 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  May  21 -May  30  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


May  21  I  Thessalonians  5:  1-11 

May  22  I  Thessalonians  5:12-28 

May  23  II  Thessalonians  1:  1-12 

May  24  II  Thessalonians  2:  1-12 

May  25  II  Thessalonians  2:13-3:5 

May  26  II  Thessalonians  3:  6-18 

May  27  I  Timothy  1:  1-11 

May  28  I  Timothy  1:12-20 

May  29  . 1  Timothy  2:  1-15 

May  30  |  Timothy  3:  1-16 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 
Presiding 


DR.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER 
Host  District  Superintendent 


DR.  LEONARD  COOK,  Host 
Vice  Pres.,  Centenary  College 


Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Program 


Monday,  May  25,  1959 

6:00  P.  M.— Board  of  Education  and  Commission  on  Higher  Education, 
College  Cafeteria 

Board  of  Missions,  College  Cafeteria 

Retired  Ministers'  Committee  Meeting,  College  Cafeteria 

Tuesday,  May  26,  1959 

7:00  A.  M. — Morning  Prayer,  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
9:00  A.  M. — Roll  Call  and  Organization 
9:10  A.  M. — Welcome 

9:20  A.  M. — Report  No.  1,  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
Reception  of  Class  into  Full  Connection 
10:00  A.  M. — First  Ballot:  Delegates  to  General  Conference 
10:30  A.  M. — Report  No.  1,  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
10:45  A.  M. — Report  No.  1,  Board  of  Education 

a.  Centenary  College  Report 

b.  Methodist  Student  Work 

11:15  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Higher  Education 

11:30  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Stewardship 

11:45  A.  M. — Second  Ballot 

12:00  Noon — Nominations  from  Cabinet 

12:15  P.  M. — Announcements 

12:30  P.  M. — Committee  on  Christian  Vocations,  Luncheon,  Stopmoor 
Restaurant 

2:30  P.  M.— Third  Ballot 

2:45  P.  M. — Report  No.  1,  Board  of  Missions 

3:00  P.  M. — Report  on  Pastors'  School 

3:10  P.  M. — Report  of  Legal  Conference 

3:20  P.  M. — Fourth  Ballot 

3:30  P.  M. — Service  of  Commemoration 


Presiding  Rev.  Jerome  Cain 

Speaker . Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 


4:30  P.  M. — Adjournment 

5:30  P.  M. — Retired  Ministers'  Banquet,  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 
Laymen's  Banquet,  Lake  Room,  Captain  Shreve  Hotel 
7:00  P.  M. — Centenary  College  Choir.  First  Methodist  Church 
Dr.  A.  C.  Voran,  Director 

7:30  P.  M — Hour  of  Evangelism.  First  Methodist  Church 

Speaker  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 

"The  Church  Empowered" 

Wednesday,  May  27,  1959 

7:00  A.  M. — Morning  Prayer.  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
7:00  A.  M. — Board  of  Lay  Activities,  Breakfast,  Marlin  Room,  Captain 
Shreve  Hotel 
8:30  A.  M. — Devotion 

9:00  A.  M. — Report  No.  2,  Board  of  Education 

a.  Executive  Secretary  and  Staff 

b.  Camping 

c.  Staff 

9:30  A.  M. — Report  of  Insurance  Committee 
9:50  A.  M. — Report  of  Board  of  Evangelism 
10:20  A.  M. — Recess 

10:30  A.  M. — Report  No.  2,  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
10:45  A.  M. — Report  No.  2,  Board  of  Missions 
Report  of  1000  Club  Committee 
11:00  A.  M — Report  of  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
11:20  A.  M. — Report  of  Inlerboard  Council 
11:30  A.  M. — Report  No.  1,  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 

11:45  A.  M _ Report  of  Town  and  Country  Commission 

12:00  Noon — -Report  of  Deaconess  Fund 
12:15  P.  M. — Report  of  Conference  Trustees 

12:30  P.  M. — Parsonette  Luncheon,  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Trustees  Luncheon,  Stopmoor  Restaurant 
5:30  P.  M. — Seminary  Banquets: 

S.  M.  U..  First  Methodist  Church  Baird  Hall 
Emory  University,  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
Duke  University,  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 
7:30  P.  M. — Hour  of  Evangelism,  First  Methodist  Church 

Speaker .  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 

"Above  Every  Name" 

Thursday,  May  28,  1959 

7:00  A.  M. — Morning  Prayer,  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
8:30  A.  M. — Devotion 

9:00  A.  M. — Consecration  of  Directors  of  Christian  Education 
9:25  A.  M. — Report  of  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
9:45  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  World  Peace 
9:55  A.  M. — Report  of  Board  of  Temperance 
10:10  A.  M. — General  Conference  Memorials 
10:25  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Student  Centers 
10:40  A.  M. — Report  of  W.  S.  C.  S..  Mrs.  L,  B.  Kilpatrick 
11:00  A.  M. — Report  of  Board  of  Pensions 
11:15  A.  M. — Report  on  Retired  Ministers  Home 
11:30  A.  M. — Report  No.  2,  Hospitals  and  Homes 
11:45  A.  M. — Report  of  Treasurer 
12:00  Noon — Announcements 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


BISHOP  MARVIN  A.  FRANKLIN 
Conference  Preacher 


DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  Host 
Centenary  College  President 


DR.  ROBERT  H.  CHAPPELL 
Special  Lay  Speaker 


Two 
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Leaders  Directing  Studies 


At  Town-Country  Conference 


FOUR  MAJOR  TOPICS  will  be  explored  by  the  1,200  delegates  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  Fourth  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Conference  to 
be  held  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  21-24.  Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voigt  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  S.  D.,  is  general  chairman  of  the  conference,  which  has  been  called 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  is  supported  by  eight  general  agencies  of  the 
church.  Those  heading  the  study  groups  are  shown  at  a  recent  planning 
session.  Left  to  right,  they  are:  Prof.  M.  Wilson  Nesbitt  of  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity,  Durham,  N.  C.;  Prof.  Marvin  T.  Judy,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas;  Prof.  John  Baxter  Howes 
of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C.,  chairman  of  program 
committee;  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  staff  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  Prof.  Rockwell  C.  Smith  of  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute,  Evanston,  Ill. 

Dr.  Glenn  F.  Sanford  of  Philadelphia,  director  of  the  town  and  country 
department  of  the  Division  of  National  Missions,  is  in  charge  of  advance 
registrations. 


STORY  Schedules 
Program  Planning 
Issue  In  June 

Chicago  (MI) — For  the  first  time 
in  its  two  and  a  half  years  of  pub¬ 
lication,  The  Methodist  Story  is  is¬ 
suing  its  annual  program-planning 
number  in  June.  The  64-page 
number  is  also  the  largest  ever  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Commission  on  Promo¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation,  which  pub¬ 
lishes  The  Methodist  Church’s 
monthly  program  journal. 

In  previous  years,  the  magazine’s 
program-planning  numbers  have 
been  issued  in  September.  In  ex¬ 
plaining  the  change,  Editor  Edwin 
H.  Maynard  pointed  out  that  the 
shift  from  September  to  June  had 
been  made  in  answer  to  many  re¬ 
quests  from  churches  which  have 
their  planning  conferences  earlier 
in  the  summer. 

The  magazine  outlines  special  ob¬ 
servances  and  program  emphases 
in  all  phases  of  the  church’s  work 
for  1959-60. 

Caspar  Nannes,  nationally-known 
religion  editor  of  the  Washington 
(D.  C.)  Star,  writes  the  leading  ar¬ 
ticle  under  the  title,  “Missions  at 
Our  Door  Step.”  The  article  graph¬ 
ically  illustrates  some  of  the  major 
challenges  to  the  church  in  today’s 
world. 

"The  Year  of  Enlistment,”  final 
phase  of  the  church’s  four-year  Lo¬ 
cal  Church  Emphasis,  is  discussed 
by  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  of  Nash¬ 
ville.  Several  other  writers  con¬ 
tribute  feature  articles  in  addition 
to  the  magazine’s  regular  depart¬ 
ments  and  helps  for  the  local 
church’s  several  commissions. 


Methodist  Colleges 
Allocated  Federal 
Funds  for  Loans 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Eighty- 
three  Methodist  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  have  been  allocated  a 
total  of  $333,184  in  federal  funds 
for  student  loans. 

The  schools  are  among  1,227  state 


and  private  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  receiving  federal  funds  total¬ 
ling  $6  million  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  National  Defense  Student 
Loan  programs. 

The  Student  Loan  Program  is 
administered  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  as 
part  of  the  National  Defense  Edu¬ 
cation  Act. 

The  act  stipulates  that  special 
consideration  be  given  to  student 
applicants  “with  superior  academic 
backgrounds  who  intend  to  teach 
in  elementary  or  secondary  schools 
.  .  .  or  those  who  indicate  superior 
capacity  in  science,  mathematics, 
engineering  or  a  modern  foreign 
language.” 

Each  participating  school  is  ob¬ 
liged  to  contribute  to  the  fund  at 
least  $1  for  every  $9  of  federal 
money. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  BISHOP 
WELCH,  96,  BECOMES  OWN 
BENEFICIARY  —  "You  have 
outlived  our  mortality  table," 
says  Mutual  ol  New  York 
president  Louis  W.  Dawson 
(left)  to  Dr.  Herbert  Welch, 
96,  as  the  retired  senior  bishop 
of  The  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
came  the  beneficiary  of  three 
insurance  policies  on  his  own 
life.  Mutual's  old  insurance 
mortality  table  ran  to  96.  The 
present  table  of  probability 
runs  to  100,  but  statistics  show 
that  only  14  Americans  out  of 
100,000  live  to  be  96.  After 
cashing  in  on  the  policies,  the 
bishop  was  asked  his  rules  for 
longevity.  In  a  rich  baritone 
voice  he  responded:  "Modera¬ 
tion  in  work,  when  circum¬ 
stances  permit;  prohibition  of 
worry;  a  little  play  along  the 
way,  and  faith  in  God." 

(RNS  Photo) 


School  Children 
Helping  In  TV 
Study  Programs 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  School 
children  of  Alabama  will  help  de¬ 
termine  program  content  for  na¬ 
tional  television  audiences  of  a  pro¬ 
posed  religious  television  series  for 
children. 

“Run  Away  Home,”  the  first  of 
the  series,  will  be  shown  over  the 
Alabama  Educational  Television 
Network  on  Thursday,  May  14, 
from  9:30  to  10:10  a.m.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  originate  at  Auburn  and 
be  carried  by  stations  WTIQ,  Mun- 
ford;  WBIQ,  Birmingham;  and 
WAIQ,  Andalusia. 

The  children  will  be  tested  to 
discover  what  type  of  a  moderator 
they  like  the  best — a  minister  or  a 
professional  actor.  They  will  be 
asked  such  questions  as:  “If  you 
belonged  to  a  club,  which  one  of 
these  men  would  you  most  like  to 
have  for  your  leader?  If  you  were 
bothered  about  something,  which 
would  you  rather  talk  to?  And, 
which  man  would  you  rather  have 
for  your  teacher? 

About  1,000  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  grade  pupils  in  Montgomery, 
Opelika,  Auburn  and  Mobile  will 
be  tested.  Teachers  and  principals 
have  been  briefed  on  how  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  tests. 

Methodists  are  cooperating  with 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
which  represents  30  major  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  to  develop 
television  programs  for  children. 
Experiments  with  several  formats 
have  already  been  completed. 

“Run  Away  Home”  is  a  half- 
hour,  dramatic  program  about 
Tommy,  aged  8,  who  feels  neglect¬ 
ed  when  a  new  baby  arrives  in  his 
family.  He  feels  unwanted  and 
unloved — not  only  by  his  parents, 
but  also  by  God  and  decides  to  run 
away. 

The  introductory  film  has  been 
produced  to  illustrate  the  format 
and  to  gather  additional  data  on 
the  reactions  of  children.  The 
series  is  planned  to  interpret  to 
children,  in  terms  of  their  experi¬ 
ences  and  understanding,  the  heart 
of  the  Christian  faith. 

Methodist  children  in  summer 
vacation  church  schools  are  giving 
a  part  of  the  funds  to  produce  the 
series.  The  series  is  proposed  to 
be  a  Methodist  contribution  to 
Protestant  children’s  programming. 


Methodist  Giving 
To  General  Funds 
Showing  Increase 

Chicago — With  less  than  a  month 
to  go  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  money  received  for  general 
funds  of  The  Methodist  Church 
showed  a  6.45  per  cent  increase 
over  a  similar  11 -month  period  last 
year.  Total  receipts  amounted  to 
$18,649,057.69,  an  increase  of  more 
than  a  million  dollars  over  the 
same  period  last  year. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg, 
general  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  church’s  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance,  issued  a  re¬ 
port  May  5  which  summarized  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  month  of  April  and 
gave  cumulative  figures  for  the 
period  from  June  1,  1958,  through 
April  30. 
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Editorials 


Concerning  Increased  Lay  Interest 

NEXT  week  the  Louisiana  Conference  meets  for  its  regular 
annual  session  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  This  session  will  be  marked  by  several  high  points  of 
interest  which  may  make  it  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

Perhaps  of  primary  interest  this  year  to  the  greatest  number 
is  the  election  of  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates 
to  these  quardennial  conferences,  both  of  which  meet  in  1960. 
There  has  nearly  always  been  much  interest  shown  in  these  elec¬ 
tions  by  the  ministerial  members  of  the  conference,  for  in  many 
ways  it  reveals  the  strength  of  leadership  of  various  conference 
members  who  are  under  consideration  as  delegates.  This  interest 
does  not  always  obtain  among  the  annual  conference  lay  members 
who  also  have  the  responsibility  of  electing  an  equal  number  of 
lay  delegates  to  serve  with  the  ministerial  delegates  at  both  con¬ 
ferences. 

However,  the  interest  of  laymen  in  these  elections  this  year 
has  been  somewhat  stimulated  by  the  possibility  of  furthering 
tampering  with  the  Jurisdictional  system  of  the  church  at  the  1960 
General  Conference  session.  This  possibility  (not  too  likely)  has 
encouraged  renewed  interest  in  lay  participation  in  these  elections, 
the  aim  being  to  insure  a  lay  delegation  representative  of  the  point 
of  view  of  Louisiana  Methodist  laymen. 

One  might  hope  that  something  of  the  lay  interest  at  one  in¬ 
tensified  point  might  become  diversified  to  include  some  of  the 
other  great  challenges,  including  Methodist  program  in  many  areas. 

Louisiana  Methodism  is  fortunate  to  have  many  fine  Christian, 
and  Methodist,  laymen  who  are  committed  to  the  great  task  of 
advancing  the  whole  range  of  interests  of  Christ’s  Kingdom.  These 
laymen  give  generously  of  their  time,  talent  and  resources.  Their 
number  though  large  is  not  nearly  large  enough.  Great  challenges 
of  Christendom  go  begging  or  unmet  because  mot  enough  Christian 
laymen  are  responsive.  For  example,  there  are  many  people  in 
Louisiana  today  outside  of  the  Christian  fellowship  because  not 
enough  Methodist  laymen  will  respond  to  further  the  work  of 
building  new  churches  in  new  and  rapidly  expanding  population 
areas. 

Our  plea,  and  we  believe  it  has  complete  justification  in  every 
sense,  is  that  the  increased  interest  which  Methodist  laymen  may 
have  in  a  single  issue  should  not  be  confined  to  that  one  issue.  After 
all,  the  real  test  of  leadership  concerns  leadership  in  many  areas, 
not  one  area  alone.  What  will  it  profit  Methodism  if  it  saves  its 
jurisdictional  system  (we  hope  it  does)  but  loses  its  own  soul  by 
not  evangelizing,  educating,  promoting  Christian  righteousness, 
and  proclaiming  Christ  to  a  world  that  desperately  needs  Him? 

Christian  Charity  From  Overseas 

FROM  time  to  time  an  act  of  such  unusual  Christian  charity 
occurs  that  those  who  have  responsibility  for  distributing  in¬ 
formation  are  anxious  that  everyone  knew  about  it.  Such  is 
the  case  about  the  following  story  about  which  we  have  just 
learned. 

About  a  year  ago  a  Korean  student  doing  graduate  work  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  was  beaten  to  death  by  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  gang.  Three  members  of  the  gang  have  since  been  con¬ 
victed  of  the  crime,  receiving  sentences,  one  to  be  executed,  a  sec¬ 
ond  life  imprisonment,  and  the  third  a  sentence  of  from  10  to  20 
years  of  imprisonment.  Other  members  of  the  gang  await  their 
trials. 

One  might  have  expected  the  Korean  parents  to  be  bitter,  re¬ 
sentful  and  dismayed  that  such  tragedy  should  befall  their  son 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 


’PEACE  I  LEAVE  WITH  YOU,  MY  PEACE 
I  SIVE  UNTO  YOU;  NOT  tA  THE  WOBLD 
SIVETH,  6IVE  I  UNTO  YOU.  LET  NOT 
YOUR  HEART  BE  TROUBLED,  NEITHER 
LET  IT  BE  AF E Al D C_  CHR/Sf  (J0WM--27) 


whose  life  held  much  promise,  and  that  such  a  tragedy  should 
occur  in  America,  the  land  of  Christianity.  However,  the  Korean 
family  is  Christian  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word;  more  Christian 
than  some  of  us  might  have  been  under  similar  circumstances.  This 
Korean  family  had  received  little  of  the  traditional  Christian  her¬ 
itage  with  which  our  people  are  blessed.  Our  people  have  advant¬ 
ages  of  Christian  homes,  training,  and  are  native  in  a  country  where 
Christian  has  such  a  large  expression.  An  American  family  might 
be  expected  to  do  the  charitable  thing.  But  the  Korean  family,  far 
removed  from  the  Christian  land  of  America  and  set  in  the  midst 
of  cultures  of  other  races,  the  crossroads  of  many  religions,  and  of 
scenes  of  tensions  and  war,  has  done  a  most  noble  thing.  In  a  dem¬ 
onstration  of  unusual  Christian  forgiveness  and  compassion,  the 
family  raised  among  their  friends  what  amounts  to  a  fortune  in 
Korea  ($500.00)  to  provide  for  the  religious,  educational  and  voca¬ 
tional  guidance  of  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  gang  who  took 
the  life  of  their  son. 

The  Nellie  Dyers  and  other  Christian  missionaries  did  and  are 
doing  their  work  well.  The  witness  of  this  charitable  act  by  a 
Korean  Christian  family  has  something  fine  to  say  to  us  here  in 
our  own  society. 

We  are  scarcely  of  one  mind  ourselves  about  what  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  point  of  view  on  many  issues.  Frankly,  we  really  show  our 
division  on  the  race  relations  question.  The  differences  in  points 
of  view  become  so  sharp  af  times  that  Christian  charity  is  all  but 
forgotten,  and  other  expressions  of  the  heart  take  over.  In  our 
eagerness  to  state,  maintain  and  prove  what  we  sincerely  believe 
to  be  the  Christian  point  of  view,  we  often  become  uncharitable, 
ungracious,  and  unfaithful. 

Someday,  somehow  and  sometime,  the  hand  of  Christian  faith, 
hope  and  charity  must  be  extended  by  Christians,  and  among 
Christians,  regardless  of  the  point  of  view,  race  or  position.  This 
neither  spells  integration  or  segregation;  it  spells  Christianity. 
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Aurora  Garden 
Area  Is  Current 
1000  Club  Project 

The  residential  area  and  popula¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  double  within 
the  next  few  years  in  the  Aurora 
Garden  Area  and  the  Holiday  De¬ 
velopment,  New  Orleans,  where  a 
new  Methodist  Church  is  soon  to 
be  organized,  according  to  Rev. 
Henry  Rickey,  Superintendent  of 
New  Orleans  District.  The  new 
church,  the  current  1000  Club  proj¬ 
ect  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will 
be  located  on  the  west  back  in  the 
Aurora  Garden  development. 

District  leaders  are  very  optimis¬ 
tic  about  the  future  of  this  new 
church.  One  survey  of  the  present 
Methodist  constituency  has  been 


made,  but  because  of  the  rapid  de¬ 
velopment,  another  survey  is 
planned  for  the  near  future.  With 
district  funds,  a  lot  290x360  feet  has 
already  been  purchased.  In  addition 
one  of  the  new  homes  in  the  Au¬ 
rora  Garden  Development  has  been 
purchased  for  a  parsonage. 

The  location  is  approximately  2 ¥2 
miles  from  the  Algiers  Methodist 
Church,  and  three  miles  from  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church. 

There  are  already  2,500  families 
living  in  the  area  which  this  new 
Methodist  Church  is  expected  to 
serve. 

Baptist  and  Presbyterian  church¬ 
es  have  already  been  established  in 
this  section.  A  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  school  program  is  also 
located  nearby. 

District  leaders  expect  a  pastor 
to  be  appointed  at  the  next  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  NUMBER  2 

February  16,  1959  through  May  5,  1959 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Churches  Church 

Offerings 

Alexandria  First  Church  . 

Montgomery  . , . 

Springhill  (Palestine  Ch.)  . $  6.00 

Pineville  .  1.00 


I  ndividuals 
&  Groups 
No.  4  Amount 


(1) 

(1) 


10.00 

10.00 


Total  Reported  for  full  year  $354.59 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


$  519.00 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Abberville  . $  10.00 

Crowley  First  Church  .  100.00 

Houma  First  Church  .  42.00 

Melville  .  30.00 

New  Iberia  First  Church  . 

Patterson  .  12.50 

Rayne  Church  .  5.00 


(2)  $  20.00 


Total  for  full  year  . $763.17 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Gueydan  .  (1) 

Hackbery  . $  3.75 

Lake  Arthur  .  25.00 

Lake  Charles — First  Church  .  8.50 

Lake  Charles — Oak  Park  Ch .  15.00 

Sulphur  .  100.00 


$  332.00 

$  10.00 


Total  for  year  . $406.11 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Delhi  . $  25.00 

Lake  Providence  .  100.00 

Monroe  First  Church  . 

Monroe  Southsidc  .  5.00 


$  202.50 


(1)  $  25.00 


Total  for  the  year 


. $321.02 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Rev.  Bonnecarrere  . 

Lutcher  . $  1 1 .25 

Algiers  .  14.00 

Carrolton  Ave . 

St.  Marks  . 

Covington  .  10.70 

LaCombe  .  12  00 


Total  for  the  year  . $480.77 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Arcadia  . $  25.00 

Bethel-Downsville  Ch .  10.00 

Farmerville  . 

Marion  .  30.00 

Minden — First  Church  . 

Ringgold  .  16  50 


$  364.00 


(1)  $  10.00 
(1)  25.00 


Totals  for  the  year  . $227.54 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Belcher  . 

Greenwood  . $  17.10 

Logansport  .  50.00 

Mansfield  . 

Caddo  Hts.  Shreveport  —  Correction  less  $10.00 

Shreveport — First  Ch . 

Shreveport — First  Brotherhood  Class 

Shreveport — Cedar  Grove  .  150.00 

Shreveport — Park  Avenue  . 

Stonewall  . 

Gilliam . 


(1)  $ 


423.00 

5.00 


$972.47 


Total 
For  Year 
$  385.00 

10.00 
6.00 
1.00 

$  843.59 


Baton  Rouge 
Blackwater 

First  Church  . 

. $200.00 

(1) 

$ 

10.00 

$ 

400.00 

43.00 

.  23.45 

23.45 

Montpelia  ... 
Plaquemine 

.  2.50 

(4) 

40.00 

17.50 

40.00 

Total  for 

full  year  . 

.  $677  02 

$ 

176.00 

$ 

853.02 

105.93 

110.00 

103.00 

30.00 

80.00 

18.75 

33.00 


$  1,095.17 


$ 


10.00 

5.00 

25.00 

146.00 

15.00 

100.00 


608.61 

25.00 

120.00 

90.00 

25.00 


$ 

432.00 

$ 

753.02 

$ 

5.00 

$ 

7.00 

20.75 

60.00 

40.00 

264.80 

5.00 

♦ 

10.00 

30.70 

12.00 

844.77 

50.00 

10.00 

29.00 

30.00 

77.55 

25.50 


$  650.94 

$  10.00 


(1) 

10.00 

27.10 

318.85 

(1) 

10.00 

267.00 

75.00 

(1) 

25.00 

401.00 

85.00 

467.50 

150.00 

50.00 

50.00 

(1) 

5.00 

5.00 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

$  1,653.00 

$  2,725.47 

PLUS 

(1) 

3,000.00  PLUS 

3,000.00 

PLUS 

(1) 

10,000.00  PLUS 

10,000.00 

PLUS 

(1) 

10,084.72  PLUS 

10,084.72 

Total  District  for  year 
Individuals 


$24,737.72  Totals  $25,810.19 


RECAPITULATION  TO  MAY  5th,  1959 


Churches 

Church 

Districts 

Reporting 

Offerings 

Individuals 

TOTALS 

From  Individuals  outside 

of  Conference 

$  28.00 

$  28.00 

Alexandria  District  . 

....  20 

$  354.59 

$  519.00 

$  843.59 

Baton  Rouge  District  . 

.  20 

677.02 

176.00 

853.02 

Lafayette  District  . 

.  25 

763.17 

332.00 

1,095.17 

Lake  Charles  District  . 

.  11 

406.11 

202.50 

608.61 

Monroe  District  . 

.  17 

321.02 

432.00 

753.02 

New  Orleans  District  . 

.  22 

480.77 

364.00 

844.77 

Ruston  District  . 

.  17 

227.54 

423.00 

650.94 

Shreveport  District  . 

.  28 

972.47 

1,653.00 

2,725.47 

DISTRICTS  TOTALS 

4,129.50 

8,402.59 

Shreveport  District  Individual 

Big 

Gifts  . 

(3)  23,084.72 

23,084.72 

Totals  for  the  year  to  May  5th 

..  160 

$4,202.69 

$27,210.22 

$31,487.31 

Rev.  Leonard  Cooke 
To  Receive  Doctor 
Of  Divinity  Degree 

Millsaps  College  of  Jackson,  Miss., 
will  confer  the  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  on  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  vice  president  of  Centenary 
College,  at  commencement  cere¬ 
monies  in  Jackson  on  Sunday,  May 
31. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Finger,  Jr.,  president  of 
Millsaps,  said  the  college  “trustees 
and  the  faculty  feel  that  the  college 
is  honoring  itself  in  its  desire  to 
confer  this  degree”  on  the  Centenary 
official.  He  noted  that  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooke  is  being  honored  both  for 
his  distinguished  record  as  vice 
president  of  Centenary  and  for  his 
Methodist  church  work. 

A  native  of  Taylor,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooke  attended  Minden  High  School 
and,  upon  his  graduation,  enrolled 
in  Tyler  Commercial  College,  Tyler, 
Tex.,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1925.  He  worked  as  an  auditor 
and  bookkeeper  in  Minden  for  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

He  received  his  local  preacher’s 
license  as  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  in  1931, 
and  for  a  time  he  served  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  its  Sunday  school.  He 
enrolled  at  Centenary  College  in 
1933  and  was  graduated  in  1936 
with  an  AB  degree.  From  1936  to 

1939,  he  attended  the  school  of  the¬ 
ology  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1938  with  both 
the  B.D.  and  A.M.  degrees,  received 
with  honors. 

In  the  fall  of  1939,  he  enrolled  in 
the  University  of  Chicago  for  post¬ 
graduate  work,  and  he  completed 
all  resident  requirements  for  the 
PhD  degree  there  in  1941.  While  in 
Chicago,  he  was  received  into  the 
Rock  River  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church  on  trial  in  the  fall  of 

1940.  He  served  .the  Pullman  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  a  student  pastor 
and  later  was  full-time  pastor  of 
the  Evergreen  Park  Methodist 
Church,  a  suburban  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  returned  to  Lou¬ 
isiana  in  1942  as  minister  of  the 
Mangham  Charge  of  the  Monroe 
district  and,  in  1943,  he  became  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport.  At  that  time, 
the  church  was  meeting  on  the 
Centenary  College  campus.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  this  position  until  June, 
1953,  when  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  appointed  him  to  the  position 
he  now  holds  as  vice  president  of 
Centenary. 

While  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Church,  the  member¬ 
ship  grew  from  300  members  to 
1,800  members,  with  more  than 
2,000  persons  being  received  into 
the  church  in  the  ten-year  period. 
A  plant  valued  at  more  than  $500, 
000  was  erected  during  his  pastor¬ 
ate. 

The  Centenary  official  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Shreveport 
Ministerial  Assn.,  as  regional  fin¬ 
ance  chairman  for  the  Red  Cross, 
as  chairman  of  Shreveport’s  ob¬ 
servance  of  Brotherhood  Week  and 
as  a  leader  in  many  other  civic  en¬ 
deavors. 

He  also  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Train¬ 
ing  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
the  Board  of  Education,  the  Board 
of  World  Service  and  Finance,  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  and  the  District  Board  of 
Church  Location.  He  is  presently  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors 


HONORARY  DEGREES 
TO  BE  CONFERRED  ON 
TWO  AT  CENTENARY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting 
head  of  the  Bible  department,  will 
present  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  for 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity.  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  will 
present  Wagner,  who  will  receive 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Humanities.  Baccalaureate  degrees 
will  be  conferred  on  136  Centenary 
College  students  by  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  college  president,  with  the 
assistance  of  Dean  Vogel. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Harper,  who  is 
being  honored  primarily  for  his 
outstanding  career  in  Methodist 
church  work,  is  a  native  of  Cheney- 
ville  and  holds  the  BA  degree  from 
Northwestern  State  College  in 
Natchitoches  and  the  BD  degree 
from  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dallas,  Tex.  He  has  served 
on  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions, 
Minimum  Salary  Commission, 
Board  of  Education  and  Board  of 
Ministerial  Qualifications .  and  at 
present  is  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

He  has  served  as  pastor  of  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Montrose,  New 
Orleans,  Franklin  and  Bastrop  and, 
from  1937  to  1940,  was  pastor  of 
Shreveport’s  Cedar  Grove  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  church  plant  was 
erected  during  his  pastorate,  and 
many  educational  buildings  and 
other  plant  improvements  were 
completed  during  the  years  he 
served  other  churches. 

From  1948  to  1954,  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Alexandria  dis¬ 
trict,  after  which  he  was  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  of 
Ruston  until  1958,  when  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  district. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  and  Mrs. 
Harper,  the  former  Miss  Marie  Jo¬ 
sephine  Moore,  adopted  three  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 

Wagner,  who  is  branch  manager 
of  the  Cedar  Grove  Branch  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Westminster  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  and  served  for  15 
years  as  its  Sunday  School  super¬ 
intendent  and  for  20  years  as  a 
church  elder. 

He  and  Mrs.  Wagner  started  the 
custom  of  “adopting”  foreign 
young  people  during  the  early  days 
of  World  War  II,  when  Chinese 
airmen  stationed  at  nearby  Barks¬ 
dale  Air  Force  Base  visited  their 
home.  Since  that  time,  more  than 
130  young  men  and  women  from 
all  parts  of  the  globe  have  spent  as 
long  as  two  years  at  the  Wagner 
home  and  have  learned  to  call  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wagner  “Pop”  and 
“Mom.”  Their  “adopted  children 
include  young  people  from  China, 
Japan,  Bolivia,  Turkey,  Hungary, 
France,  England,  Scotland,  Hol¬ 
land,  the  Philippines,  Marshall  Is¬ 
lands  and  virtually  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  unusual  for 
as  many  as  25  to  sit  down  at  the 
Wagner  dinner  table  at  a  given 
time,  and  the  Wagners  have  built 
a  dormitory  beside  their  home  to 
accommodate  the  overflow. 

A  special  section  of  the  outdoor 
amphitheatre  will  be  reserved  for 
as  many  of  the  “children”  of  Wag¬ 
ner  as  will  be  able  to  attend  the 
commencement  ceremonies,  and 
Mrs.  Wagner  also  will  be  recog¬ 
nized. 


of  the  Louisiana-Arkansas  Method¬ 
ist. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LIVING  A  FULL  LIFE 

Did  you  ever  watch  a  butterfly  in  a  garden?  I  do  not  know  how 
life  looks  to  a  butterfly,  although  I  sat  next  to  a  flighty  young  lady 
at  dinner  some  time  ago  and  since  then  I  feel  that  I  know  more  about 
what  a  butterfly  sees  and  thinks.'  Watch  the  little  fluttering  thing  as 
it  flits  over  a  garden,  first  in  this  direction  and  then  in  that,  starting 
toward  one  flower  then  suddenly  distracted  by  another. 

Somehow  I  feel  that  a  butterfly’s  view  of  the  world  is  far  less 
satisfying  than  that  of  the  eagle  whose  flight  sweeps  in  mighty  swings 
from  crag  to  crag.  The  eagle  gives  the  impression  of  going  some  place 
and  yet  his  eye  must  revel  in  gorgeous  vistas  on  the  way. 

Christ  imparts  to  His  followers  the  viewpoint  of  the  eagle  not  the 
butterfly.  He  counselled  singleness  of  eye,  but  that  does  not  mean 
narrowness  of  outlook.  He  said,  “If  thine  eye  be  single,  thy  whole 
body  shall  be  full  of  light.”  He  Himself  was  bent  on  a  divine  mission 
with  only  a  few  months  given  Him  to  execute  it.  And  yet  Jesus, 
though  His  face  was  steadfastly  set  toward  Jerusalem,  enjoyed  scenes 
on  the  way.  He  was  the  guest  at  weddings;  He  took  time  to  make 
friends  with  little  children. 

The  follower  of  Christ  is  not  meant  to  be  a  narrow  fanatic  hur¬ 
rying  through  this  world  on  his  way  to  heaven.  But  he  should  have 
an  eye  single  to  the  essentials  of  life,  so  that  he  does  not  miss  the  truly 
great  things  in  gaping  at  the  trifles. 

For,  remember,  there  is  a  fullness  of  life  which  comes  with  sim¬ 
plification.  Several  years  ago  I  heard  a  noble  man  tell  his  views  of 
life  on  reaching  his  eightieth  birthday.  He  said  that  life  was  growing 
simpler  to  him  as  he  neared  the  end  of  the  road.  He  realized  that 
some  of  the  things  that  once  worried  him  no  longer  really  counted;  but 
he  was  finding  the  fundamentals  counted  for  so  much  that  life  was 
growing  richer.  Growth  is  more  than  mere  “moreness.” 

Some  people  seek  fulness  of  life  by  merely  adding  to  their  col¬ 
lection  of  experiences  as  a  stamp  collector  adds  to  his  album.  They 
think  that  every  new  pleasure  or  thrill,  however  questionable,  gives 
them  richer  experience.  They  forget,  as  C.  E.  Montague  tells  us,  that 
some  experiences  carry  a  minus  sign.  They  subtract  from  life  rather 
than  add. 

To  live  the  full  life  we  must  be  selective  in  our  values.  We  must 
organize  our  interests  on  higher  levels.  If  we  seek  first  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  as  Christ  said,  we  shall  find  that  our  other  concerns  fall  into 
their  proper  place. 

But  Christ  does  more  than  wake  us  up  to  the  full  life.  He  helps 
to  lead  us  up  to  this  fulness  of  living.  Just  to  hold  counsels  of  per¬ 
fection  before  people  is  not  enough.  It  is  all  very  well  to  set  up  ideals 
as  our  goals.  But  if  the  ideal  goals  seem  too  far  away,  men  fall  into 
cynical  doubt  and  often  give  up  hope  of  reaching  them.  We  need 
standards  as  well  as  ideals.  An  ideal  is  something  to  aim  at;  a  stand¬ 
ard  is  something  to  take  hold  of.  And  unless  we  have  something  to 
take  hold  of  here  and  now  we  may  even  lose  our  aim. 

The  Chinese  have  an  ancient  proverb  to  the  effect:  that  even  the 
longest  journey  starts  with  the  first  step.  Jesus  recognized  the  same 
truth.  He  showed  His  followers  how  to  take  the  first  steps  toward  the 
goals  which  He  gave.  He  said,  “Be  ye  perfect  as  your  Father  in 
Heaven  is  perfect.”  But  He  also  brought  that  counsel  of  perfection 
down  to  the  next  steps  of  duty — things  which  His  disciples  could  do 
the  next  day,  deeds  of  simple  kindness,  acts  of  personal  forgiveness, 
attitudes  of  respect  toward  foreigners  like  the  Samaritans.  The  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Life  saw  that  the  ultimate  goals  of  the  full  life  must  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  way  of  immediate  and  intermediate  duties. 

Thomas  Carlyle  told  us  to  do  the  duty  next  to  us  and  then  the 
duty  next  to  that  and  we  would  discover  how  the  light  begins  to 
break  on  the  ultimate  duty.  This  is  a  sound  principle  which  needs 
emphasis  today.  We  are  puzzled  almost  to  despair  about  the  complex 
problems  of  world  peace,  racial  brotherhood,  juvenile  delinquency. 
But  while  the  diplomats  and  experts  are  holding  conferences,  you 
and  I  can  make  our  contribution  by  doing  the  duty  nearest  to  us. 

We  cannot  see  very  far  along  the  road  ahead,  but  each  of  us 
knows  which  is  his  better  foot  to  put  forward.  And  remember,  God’s 
Word  is  “a  light  unto  our  path”  to  show  the  long  road  and  “a  lamp 
unto  our  feet”  to  show  us  the  next  step. 


“Fifteen  definite  converts,  and  one  still  doubt¬ 
ful/' 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


More  About  Our  Library 

The  Laymen’s  Lending  Library 
seems  to  be  filling  a  need  of  our 
laymen  for  more  information.  A 
number  of  men  have  subscribed  and 
have  been  borrowing  books.  New 
books  are  being  added  almost  daily 
from  several  sources.  Our  latest 
achievement  has  been  to  have  our 
names  placed  on  the  mailing  lists 
of  several  publishers  who  are  send¬ 
ing  books  to  the  Library  in  order 
that  lay  people  may  hear  of  them 
and  perhaps  add  them  to  their  per¬ 
sonal  libraries.  Those  who  have 
subscribed  to  this  Library  ($1.50  in 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  $2.00 
outside)  will  soon  be  receiving  a 
list  of  books  which  have  been  added. 
Until  then,  here  are  the  names  of 
several  which  merit  attention. 

ABRAM  THE  HEBREW.  A  small 
(75  pages)  and  very  readable  book 
about  the  patriarch  who  became 
father  of  the  Jewish  race.  Each 
chapter  begins  with  Scriptural  ref¬ 
erence,  and  throughout  the  chapter 
there  are  constant  references  to  the 
Bible  so  that  the  reader  is  able  to 
keep  his  thinking  related  to  the  Bi¬ 
ble  story.  This  book  is  actually  the 
compilation  of  ten  addresses  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  a  Bible  college.  While  it 
was  delivered  to  persons  working 
at  the  college  level,  it  nevertheless 
keeps  a  simple,  direct  and  impres¬ 
sive  approach  to  the  study  of  the 
study  of  the  man  Abram.  It  should 
be  useful  in  Bible  study  alone  as 
well  as  in  the  preparation  of  Lay 
messages.  It  sells  for  $1.00. 

FROM  DREAMER  TO  DELIVER¬ 
ER.  Another  short  (55  pages)  book 
on  the  subject  of  Joseph,  the  son  of 
Jacob. 

It  was  written  to  be  a  helpful  work 


to  Bible  students.  Therefore,  it  car¬ 
ries  the  Bible  story  not  only  faith¬ 
fully,  but  with  a  sensitive  appreci¬ 
ation  for  the  events  in  the  life  of  a 
man  which  are  often  overlooked  as 
we  try  to  see  the  large  aspects  of  his 
life.  One  cannot  read  the  book 
without  having  a  much  deeper  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  life  of  this  man 
and  for  his  contribution  to  the  spir¬ 
itual  destiny  of  the  Jews.  It  sells 
for  50c. 

TORNADO  IN  THE  SKY.  Anoth¬ 
er  fairly  short  (75  pages)  book  on 
the  general  subject  of  Sin  and  Sal¬ 
vation.  I  often  hear  people  say  that 
they  do  not  hear  enough  preaching 
on  sin  and  hell.  I  share  with  many 
ministers  the  feeling  that  preaching 
about  hell  is  very  difficult  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  At  the  same 
time,  I  feel  that  as  long  as  our 
theology  includes  a  place  of  eternal 
punishment,  we  should  know  more 
about  it,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  learn  how  to  miss  it.  This  little 
book  starts  out  on  a  note  of  doom, 
but  ends  in  triumph.  One  reads  in 
the  final  pages,  “With  undimmed 
faith  the  Christian  maintains  the 
upward  gaze;  he  knows  that  death 
cannot  destroy  him  and  the  grave 
cannot  hoi  dhim.  He  stands  with 
Paul  ‘in  hope  of  eternal  life’  ”.  This 
book  sells  for  $1.00. 

All  of  these  books  are  now  in 
our  library.  Borrowing  members 
may  ask  for  them  by  name  until  we 
classify  them.  In  case  someone 
wishes  to  purchase  one  or  more  of 
them  for  his  own  library,  the  price 
has  been  shown.  If  you  want  a  book 
for  yourself,  you  may  order  it  from 
The  Beacon  Press,  Box  527,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  or  from  me  at  Jones¬ 
boro,  Arkansas. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  May  31,  1959:  WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND.  I  KINGS  16:29  THROUGH  19:18.  LESSON 
TEXT,  I  KINGS  19:9-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  LORD  is  the  stronghold  of  my  life;  of  whom 
shall  I  be  afraid?  Psalms  27:1.  (RSV) 


Today  we  have  the  ninth  lesson  in  the  series 
of  thirteen  lessons  grouped  under  the  general 
subject,  “God  In  Human  Affairs."  The  subject 
of  today’s  lesson  is,  “We  Are  Not  Alone.” 

Our  lesson  last  Sunday  was  a  study  of  the 
conditions  which  brought  about  the  division  of 
Rehoboam’s  kingdom  into  the  Northern  King¬ 
dom,  Israel,  and  the  Southern  Kingdom,  Judah. 
About  sixty  years  have  passed  between  the 
events  of  last  Sunday’s  lesson  and  the  time  of 
today’s  lesson.  Judah  has  had  three  different 
kings  including  Rehoboam  and  Israel  has  had 
seven  kings  including  Jeroboam.  The  seventh 
king,  Ahab,  was  the  reigning  king  at  the  time  of 
today’s  lesson. 

None  of  the  kings  of  Israel  were  God-fearing 
men  but  I  Kings  16:33  says  of  Ahab,  “And  Ahab 
made  the  Grove;  and  Ahab  did  more  to  provoke 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger  than  all  the 
kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  him.”  Since  the 
earlier  kings  of  Israel  left  so  much  to  be  desired, 
this  statement  would  indicate  that  Ahab  was 
indeed  a  wicked  king. 

One  thing  which  Ahab  did  which  “provoked 
the  Lord”  was  the  fact  that  he  married  Jezebel, 
daughter  of  a  heathen  king  in  Tyre.  This  mar¬ 
riage  had  a  far-reaching  effect  on  the  life  of 
Israel.  When  Jezebel  came  to  the  courts  of  Ahab, 
she  brought  with  her  hundreds  of  the  prophets 
of  Baal.  Because  of  her  influence,  the  worship 
of  Baal  in  Israel  had  the  approval  and  support 
of  the  king,  Ahab’.  Among  many  in  Israel,  the 
worship  of  Baal  was  substituted  for  the  worship 
of  Jehovah. 

Elijah  Appeared  On  the  Scene 

With  the  worship  of  Jehovah  suffering  as  it 
did  with  the  wide-spread  worship  of  Baal  pro¬ 
moted  by  Ahab  and  his  wife  Jezebel,  Elijah  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  scene.  Nothing  is  known  of  the 
early  life  of  Elijah.  We  do  not  know  when  or 
where  he  was  born  or  who  his  parents  were.  We 
are  simply ,  told  that  he  was  a  Tishbite  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Gilead. 

Elijah  is  a  “full  grown”  prophet  in  his  own 
right  when  he  suddenly  appeared  before  Ahab, 
the  king,  and  warned  him  of  a  protracted  drouth 
in  the  land  of  Israel.  After  delivering  his  mes¬ 
sage  to  Ahab,  Elijah  went  into  hiding  for  three 
years.  Part  of  this  time  he  was  on  the  brook 
Cherith  which  some  think  was  east  of  Jordan, 
probably  in  Gilead.  There  he  was  fed  miracu¬ 
lously  by  ravens.  When  the  brook  dried  up  in 
the  drouth,  Elijah  went  to  Zarephath,  a  coastal 
city  in  the  far  north  of  the  country.  There  he 
was  a  guest  in  the  home  of  a  widow.  As  a  result 
of  is  presence  in  the  home  the  provisions  were 
miraculously  replenished.  When  the  son  of  the 
widow  sickened  and  died,  he  was  restored  to 
life  as  a  result  of  the  prayers  of  Elijah. 

Elijah  Challenges  the  Prophets  of  Baal 

For  the  three  years  Elijah  had  been  in  hid¬ 
ing,  Ahab  had  been  making  a  desperate  search 
for  him.  Then  of  his  own  accord  Elijah  came 
out  of  hiding  and  stood  before  the  king. 

Instead  of  acting  like  a  hunted  man  who  had 
finally  been  caught,  Elijah  seemed  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  situation.  Elijah  suggested  a  test 
of  the  power  of  Baal  and  God  to  answer  prayer. 
Elijah  suggested  to  Ahab  that  the  four  hundred 
and  fifty  prophets  of  Baal  build  an  altar  and 
put  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  and  pray  for  Baal  to 
send  the  fire  to  consume  the  sacrifice.  Elijah,  a 
lone  prophet  of  Jehovah  would  build  an  altar  to 
Jehovah  and  place  his  sacrifice  on  it  and  pray 
for  God  to  send  fire  to  consume  the  sacrifice. 


Elijah’s  challenge  was  that,  “The  God  that  an- 
swereth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God.” 

Foolishly  enough,  Ahab  and  the  prophets  of 
Baal  accepted  the  challenge.  Possibly  there  was 
nothing  else  they  could  do  and  retain  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  their  people.  The  prophets  of  Baal 
placed  their  offering  on  Baal’s  altar  and  from 
morning  until  evening  they  frantically,  des¬ 
perately  prayed  to  Baal  to  send  fire  and  consume 
the  sacrifice.  Nothing  happened  beyond  their 
frenzied  prayers.  Elijah  stood  quietly  by  mock¬ 
ing  them  by  suggesting  that  they  cry  louder 
since  their  god  might  be  talking  or  on  a  hunting 
trip  or  perhaps  asleep. 

When  evening  came  Elijah  prepared  his 
sacrifice  on  Jehovah’s  altar.  He  dug  trenches 
about  the  altar.  On  three  successive  times  he 
had  four  barrels  of  water  poured  over  the  sacri¬ 
fice  until  it  was  well  saturated  with  water  and 
the  trenches  about  the  altar  filled  with  water. 
There  was  to  be  no  trick  fire.  Then  Elijah 
prayed  God  to  send  fire  to  consume  the  sacri¬ 
fice.  Fire  fell  and  consumed  both  the  sacrifice 
and  the  water  about  the  altar  in  the  trenches. 
The  gathered  multitude  saw  it  and  shouted, 
“The  Lord  he  is  the  God.”  Following  this  dem¬ 
onstration  of  the  power  of  God,  the  prophets  of 
Baal  who  had  deceived  the  people,  were  all 
killed. 

Elijah  then  told  Ahab  that  the  drouth  was  at 
an  end  and  that  an  abundance  of  rain  would  soon 
fall.  Elijah  went  up  the  mountain  side  and 
prayed  for  God  to  send  the  rain.  Seven  times 
he  sent  his  servant  to  a  point  where  he  could 
look  out  and  see.  Six  times  he  returned  to  tell 
Elijah  that  there  was  not  a  cloud  in  sight.  The 
seventh  time  he  came  back  and  told  Elijah  that 
he  saw  a  cloud  about  the  size  of  a  man’s  hand. 
With  something  of  the  same  faith  with  which  he 
prayed  for  the  fire  to  consume  the  sacrifice,  Eli¬ 
jah  accepted  this  small  cloud  as  a  sign  that  God 
had  answered  his  prayers  for  rain.  He  stopped 
praying  and  warned  Ahab  that  he  had  better 
start  for  the  city  lest  he  not  be  able  to  get  there 
for  the  rains.  So  highly  elated  was  Elijah  that 
he  ran  before  the  chariot  of  Ahab  until  they 
came  to  the  city.  He  seemed  to  think  that  his 
victory  was  complete.  Baal  had  been  proved 
powerless  and  God  all-powerful  and  Elijah  ap¬ 
parently  thought  his  troubles  were  over. 

Final  Success  Does  Not  Come  With  a 
Single  Victory 

If  ever  a  victory  appeared  to  be  complete, 
this  great  victory  of  Elijah  over  opposing  forces 
in  Mt.  Carmel  looked  like  such  a  victory.  Elijah 
was  soon  to  learn  how  wrong  he  was.  Jezebel, 
the  heathen  queen  who  had  done  so  much  to 
promote  the  worship  of  Baal  and  destroy  the 
worship  of  God,  was  wild  with  mad  fury  when 
she  learned  that  the  prophets  of  Baal  had  been 
killed.  Instead  of  joining  the  chorus,  “The  Lord 
He  is  the  God,”  Jezebel  sent  a  messenger  to 
Elijah,  saying,  “So  let  the  gods  do  to  me,  and 
more  also,  if  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of 
one  of  them  by  tomorrow  about  this  time.” 

Elijah  soon  found  that  he  had  won  a  battle 
but  that  he  had  not  won  the  war.  So  it  is  in  our 
lives.  A  great  spiritual  victory  is  only  a  battle 
won.  The  warfare  of  right  against  wrong  will 
go  on  in  our  lives  to  the  end  of  the  way.  It  was 
the  writer  of  Ecclesiastes  who  said,  “There  is  no 
discharge  in  that  war.”  Ecclesiastes  8:8. 

Many  people  have  made  a  grevious  mistake 
in  the  very  beginning  of  their  Christian  lives 


by  thinking  that  in  their  conversion  they  have 
won  the  final  victory  over  the  enemy  of  their 
soul.  When  temptations,  difficulties  and  trials 
continue  to  beset  them,  they  like  Elijah,  seem 
to  have  no  further  will  to  fight.  When  we  are 
converted  we  have  simply  enlisted  in  the  armies 
of  the  Lord  and  there  will  be  battles  to  fight,  not 
only  in  our  personal  lives,  but  in  the  general 
fight  for  righteousness  that  will  continue  longer 
than  our  lives  will  continue. 

Contrasting  Results  of  Faith  and  Fear 

In  this  experience  of  Elijah  we  see  the  vivid 
contrast  of  the  results,  in  life,  of  faith  and  fear. 

When  Elijah’s  life  was  filled  with  faith  there 
seemed  to  be  no  insurmountable  difficulties. 
Unafraid,  he  could  face  a  king  on  his  throne  who 
had  been  looking  for  him  for  three  years.  In 
faith  he  could  face  the  four  hundred  and  fifty 
prophets  of  Baal  and  the  four  hundred  prophets 
of  Asherah  and  challenge  them  to  a  test  of  the 
powers  of  God.  In  faith  he  could  pray  until  the 
fires  fell  and  consumed  his  sacrifice.  In  faith  he 
could  see  a  great  rain,  breaking  a  three-year 
drouth,  when  a  cloud  the  size  of  a  man’s  hand 
appeared  in  the  sky. 

When  the  message  came  from  Jezebel  that 
she  was  still  in  the  fight  and  proposed  to  kill 
Elijah  within  twenty-four  hours,  fear  gripped 
the  heart  of  the  great  prophet  and  he  appeared 
helpless  in  the  face  of  the  threats  of  a  mad  wo¬ 
man.  Elijah  on  Mt.  Carmel  was  an  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  personality  than  the  man  we  see  running 
for  his  life  because  a  bad  woman  proposes  to 
kill  him.  At  this  time  Elijah’s  fear  of  Jezebel 
was  greater  than  his  faith  in  God.  This  same 
transformation  of  character  can  come  to  us  if  we 
allow  our  lives  to  be  gripped  by  fear  instead  of 
being  sustained  by  faith. 

Feeling  Sorry  for  Ourselves 

At  the  threats  of  Jezebel,  Elijah  ran  away  to 
the  south  and  came  to  Beersheba  in  the  land  of 
Judah.  There  in  the  wilderness  he  sat  under  a 
juniper  tree  and  prayed  to  die.  Instead  of  death, 
an  angel  visited  him  with  food.  In  the  strength 
of  this  food  Elijah  continued  his  journey  for 
forty  days  south  to  Horeb  which  is  also  called 
Sinai.  There  he  found  a  cave  in  which  he  could 
hide.  There  also  he  heard  the  voice  of  God  ask¬ 
ing,  “What  are  you  doing  here  Elijah?”  (RSV) 
Elijah’s  answer  was  a  dissertation  on  self-pity. 
He  reminded  the  Lord  of  the  terrible  things  that 
were  going  on  in  Israel.  They  had  already  killed 
the  other  prophets  God  had  sent  them  and  Eli¬ 
jah  reminds  the  Lord  that  they  now  were  seek¬ 
ing  his  life,  and  he  is  the  lone  survivor  of  those 
who  would  worship  Jehovah. 

Self  pity  is  one  of  the  most  weakening  ex¬ 
periences  of  life.  When  we  think  that  we  stand 
alone  in  some  great  battle  for  righteousness, 
usually  we  are  overwhelmed  with  self  pity  and 
thereby  become  helpless  to  continue  the  fight. 

We  Are  Not  Alone 

God  commanded  Elijah  to  come  out  of  his 
cave  and  stand  on  the  mountain  side.  He  saw 
there  a  great  demonstration  of  the  power  of  God 
in  a  great  wind,  an  earthquake  and  fire.  While 
these  were  demonstrations  of  God’s  power  they 
were  not  God  Himself.  Following  these  there 
came  to  Elijah  “A  still  small  voice”  which  he 
recognized  as  the  voice  of  God. 

Elijah  was  assured  that  he  was  not  alone. 
God  was  still  with  him.  Also  the  Lord  told  Eli¬ 
jah  that  there  were  seven  thousand  in  Israel 
who  had  not  bowed  before  Baal  to  worship.  Eli¬ 
jah  here  needed  something  of  the  faith  and  vi¬ 
sion  of  Elisha,  his  successor.  When  the  Syrians 
had  surrounded  Elisha  with  an  army  and  horses 
and  chariots  Elisha’s  servant  was  fearful  for  his 
life.  Elisha  prayed  that  God  would  open  the 
servant’s  eyes.  “And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  young  man  and  he  saw;  and,  behold,  the 
mountain  was  full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  fire 
round  about  Elisha.”  As  Christians,  we  are  nev¬ 
er  alone. 

Elijah  Recommissioned  for  Service 

God  was  not  ready  to  allow  Elijah  to  die  or 
even  to  withdraw  from  active  service.  Elijah 
was  given  a  new  field  of  service.  God  command¬ 
ed  him  to  go  to  Damascus  and  anoint  a  new  king 
in  Syria.  He  was  also  to  anoint  a  new  king  in 
Israel.  God  commanded  him  also  to  anoint  Eli¬ 
sha  as  his  successor.  What  Elijah  did  about  the 
anointing  of  kings  we  do  not  know.  He  did  anoint 
Elisha  as  his  successor  and  Elisha  became  one 
of  the  great  prophets  of  Israel. 
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J.  F.  REDMOND,  superintendent  of  Orleans 
Parish  Schools,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Gretna  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  May  10.  Mr.  Redmond  spoke  on 
“Future  School  Planning.”  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HAROLD  H.  McCLUNG,  pastor  of  Barks¬ 
dale  Methodist  Church,  taught  the  lesson 
entitled  “Solomon’s  Reign”  at  the  Friday,  May 
15,  meeting  of  the  Bossier  City  YMCA  Bible 
Breakfast  Club.  The  club  meets  in  the  Bossier 
Recreation  Department. 

TWO  PASTORS  and  two  laymen  from  the 
Indian  Methodist  Conference  of  Oklahoma 
were  guest  speakers  at  the  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday  evening, 
April  19.  The  group  gave  a  report  of  missionary 
work  among  the  Choctaw  Indians.  The  program 
was  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Missions. 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  OAKLEY  LEE,  pastor  of  the  Maplewood 
Methodist  Church,  was  in  attendance  at  the 
National  Resources  Conference  held  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  April  12-24.  The  Conference  was  composed 
of  leading  men  in  industry  from  all  over  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  military.  Its  purpose 
was  to  present  the  status  of  U.  S.  economy  and 
its  relationship  to  national  defense. 

DR.  B.  JOSEPH  MARTIN,  Ph.  D.,  president  of 
Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Georgia,  a  native 
of  Louisiana,  was  one  of  four  presidents,  each 
named  Martin,  of  Methodist  related  Colleges  and 
Universities,  who  are  featured  in  the  June  issue 
of  Together  magazine.  Dr.  Martin  is  a  first  cou¬ 
sin  of  Rev.  A.  Mitchell  Martin,  pastor  of  the 
McGowen  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Jeaner- 
ette. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches  was 
the  guest  preacher  in  a  series  of  services  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Sicily  Island  be¬ 
ginning  Sunday,  March  29  and  continuing 
through  April  5.  Rev.  Mr.  Pearce’s  work  also  in¬ 
cluded  special  services  with  the  children  and 
young  people.  Rev.  Fred  Mead  is  pastor  of  the 
Sicily  Island  Church. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  was  the  guest 
preacher  for  a  series  of  services  recently  held 
in  the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  These  services  climaxed  a  three  month’s 
period  of  Visitation-Evangelism.  Fifty-six  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  received  into  the  membership  of 
the  church  during  this  period.  Rev.  E.  P.  Drake 
is  the  Gentilly  pastor. 

REV.  LAEL  S.  JONES,  pastor  of  the  St.  Benard 
Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  reported  to 


the  Quarterly  Conference,  held  April  29,  that 
since  the  first  of  the  year  eighty -three  have 
joined  the  church,  thirty-one  by  profession  of 
faith  and  fifty-two  by  transfer  of  membership. 
Of  this  number,  fifty  joined  during  the  month 
of  March  due  to  an  extensive  visitation  program 
of  the  Membership  and  Evangelism  Committee. 

HAILE  SHADOW,  associate  district  lay  leader 
of  Ruston  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  reg¬ 
ular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Jonesboro  Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday,  April 
28.  Mr.  Shadow  spoke  on  “Gilt  Edge  Security.” 
Piano  solos  were  rendered  by  Misses  Carol  Fran¬ 
cis  Butler  and  Martha  Louise  Sneed,  two  young 
people  of  the  church.  Herman  L.  Bass  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Club  and  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

L.  W.  (Dub)  FLETCHER  of  DeRidder  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Student  Senate, 
equivalent  to  being  president  of  the  student 
body,  at  Centenary  College  for  the  1959-60  aca¬ 
demic  year.  Fletcher’s  opponent  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  presidency  was  William  E.  (Jackie) 
Carpenter,  Winnsboro,  who  withdrew  his  nomi¬ 
nation.  Buddy  Dailey  of  Shreveport  was  elected 
male  vice-president.  His  opponent  for  the  post 
was  Fred  Willis  of  Coushatta. 

FERDINAND  GRAYSON,  new  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  Fund  in  New  Orleans, 
was  honored  recently  at  a  luncheon  given  in  his 
honor  by  Methodist  ministers  in  New  Orleans  in 
cooperation  with  the  federation.  Mr.  Grayson’s 
picture  appeared  in  the  New  Orleans  States- 
Item  on  May  4,  along  with  Rev.  Ralph  A. 
Bridges,  president  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches,  and  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict. 

WINSLOW  SMITH  is  the  newly  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Maplewood 
Methodist  Church.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  to  assist  Mr.  Smith  at  the  May  4  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  club:  Jack  Brubaker,  vice-president; 
and  Jack  Baker,  secretary.  Earl  P.  Schexnailder, 
outgoing  president,  reported  the  club  has  not 
selected  a  project  for  the  coming  year  as  yet. 
Mrs.  Warren  A.  Hann,  church  reporter,  reported 
the  meeting,  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrolton  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  conducted  the  noonday  services  at  the 
New  Orleans  Church  House  the  week  of  May 
10.  He  used  as  his  general  theme  for  the  week, 
“A  Faith  For  Today,”  and  used  the  following 
daily  topics:  Monday,  “The  Meaning  of  Faith,” 
Tuesday,  “What  Faith  Is  and  Does”  —  Part  I, 


REV.  SAMUEL  SKOLFIELD  BOGAN 
DIES 

Rev.  Samuel  Skolfield  Bogan,  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  Wednes¬ 
day,  April  22  at  the  age  of  94.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  on  Thursday,  April  23  at  the 
Summer  Grove  Methodist  Church  which  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Bogan  founded  when  he  was  82.  He  retired 
in  1935. 

During  his  45  years  of  active  ministry  Mr. 
Bogan  served  101  churches  and  charges,  all  in 
Louisiana. 

Two  years  after  his  retirement  Mr.  Bogan 
noticed  the  church-less  number  of  Methodists 
in  the  oil-boom  area  of  the  Rodessa  fields,  and 
began  making  calls  to  see  about  founding  a 
church.  Out  of  his  superannuate  position  he  was 
recalled  as  “supply  pastor,”  an  interim  appoint¬ 
ment  he  held  until  1941,  when  the  Rodessa 
church  was  well  established. 

The  following  year  he  received  his  second 
“supply  pastor”  appointment  to  the  handful  of 
Methodists  who  were  meeting  and  holding  serv¬ 
ices  in  the  Summer  Grove  School.  By  1946  the 
congregation  had  its  own  paid-for  church  build¬ 
ing  and  was  ready  to  hold  its  first  service  on 
Nov.  24. 

For  the  third  time  in.  his  long  career,  Mr. 
Bogan  retired,  returned  to  Shreveport  and  was 
affiliated  with  the  Noel  Memorial  Methodist 
Church. 

He  is  survived  by  ten  children,  seventeen 
grandchildren  and  several  great-grandchildren. 

Officiating  at  the  funeral  service  were  Rev. 
T.  M.  Lancaster,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Rev.  F.  M. 
Freeman,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  and  Rev.  George 
Harbuck. 


Wednesday,  “What  Faith  Is  and  Does”  —  Part 
2,  Thursday,  “Faith  In  God,”  and  Friday,  "A 
Faith  For  Today.” 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Albert  Pike 
Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1,  A.A.S.R.M.  for  their 
Ladies  night  celebration.  Dr.  Bowdon,  who  serves 
as  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  spoke  on  his  recent  trip  to 
South  America,  and  showed  slides.  Also  honored 
at  the  meeting  were  his  wife,  Hazel  Bowdon, 
and  Mrs.  Jewel  Dowling,  wife  of  Richard  Dow¬ 
ling,  District  Attorney  in  New  Orleans  and 
Grand  Master  of  Kadosh.  T.  B.  Waggoner,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Dr.  Bowdon’s  congregation,  is  Venerable 
Master  of  the  Lodge. 

AD.M.A.  (Don’t  Mention  Age)  Club  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church 
for  the  older  adults  of  Jonesboro  on  Tuesday, 
April  28.  It  is  hoped  that  the  club  will  serve  the 
older  adults  of  all  the  area,  both  Methodist  and 
other  denominations.  There  were  thirty-two  per¬ 
sons  present  for  the  first  meeting,  which  began 
with  a  devotional  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Loyd  E. 
Williams.  There  was  a  free  period  following 
the  devotional,  then  a  program  patterned  after 
the  TV  program  “It  Could  Be  You,”  during 
which  tribute  was  paid  to  L.  L.  Kilpatrick  and 
Mrs.  Esther  Scroggin  for  long  useful  lives  in 
the  church  and  community.  Following  the  pro¬ 
gram  a  covered  dish  luncheon  was  enjoyed.  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  club  are:  R.  B.  Jones,  president;  J. 
A.  McBride,  vice-president;  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Mc¬ 
Bride,  secretary-treasurer. 

THE  PLAYLET — Behold  Your  God — based  on 
the  Book  of  Isaiah,  was  presented  in  the 
Rosedale  Methodist  Church  on  the  evening  of 
May  3.  Both  the  Lottie  and  Rosedale  churches 
cooperated  in  the  study  and  in  presenting  the 
program.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Henry 
Elfors  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Sikes.  The  actors  in  the 
playlet  were:  Mrs.  Frances  Jerrie,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Jewell,  Jr.,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Barrow,  Sr.,  Mrs.  W. 
Stewart,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wesson,  Earl  Henry  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Perrott,  pastor  of  the  Lottie- 
Rosedale  Charge.  Michael  Thompson  was  in 
charge  of  the  offering  and  Mrs.  Lea  Merrill  and 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Fisher  were  in  charge  of  refresh¬ 
ments  and  the  social  hour  following  the  playlet. 
According  to  a  report  received  from  Ella  K. 
Hooper,  director,  “All  those  participating  worked 
so  enthusiastically  and  efficiently  that  it  made 
the  presentation  a  success  and  the  social  hour 
very  enjoyable.  Our  appreciation  goes  to  those 
who  participated  and  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perrott.” 
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Shown  above  is  the  recently  renovated  sanctuary  of  the  Gentilly  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  This  improvement  program  included  in¬ 
stallation  of  new  pews,  pulpit  and  lecturn,  and  a  new  altar  arrangement. 
In  addition,  the  entire  sanctuary  was  redecorated,  new  lighting  installation, 
and  new  carpeting  laid. 

This  work  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  7957  and  was  completed  early  this 
year,  free  of  any  obligation. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  which  had  the  responsibility  for 
carrying  out  the  program,  included  John  Eagan,  chairman,  Vern  Mashburn, 
Fred  Darrington,  G.  D.  Cathey,  I.  E.  Spain.  Mrs.  Q.  Q.  Brown,  president  of 
the  Woman's  Society,  led  in  that  organization's  providing  funds  for  the 
new  carpet. 

Among  memorials  included  in  the  program  were,  pulpit,  memorial  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Crews,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M.  Hays;  lecturn,  memorial  to  Mr. 
Earl  Remetich  by  Mrs.  Remetich;  the  communion  rail,  memorial  to  Mr. 
Hardy  D.  Adams,  by  Mrs.  A.  J.  Beck;  altar,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Soberal. 

An  estimated  $23,303.00  has  been  spent  in  the  program.  The  church 
has  also  recently  acquired  additional  property  adjacent  to  the  present 
church  property.  Rev.  E.  P.  Drake  is  the  Gentilly  pastor. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
COMMENCEMENT  TO 
BE  MAY  24,  1959 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a  former  state  stu¬ 
dent  secretary  of  the  Texas  State 
YMCA  and  for  one  year  travelled 
for  the  Student  Volunteer  Move¬ 
ment  among  American  Colleges.  He 
was  a  missionary  to  Japan  for  the 
American  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Society  from  1921  to  1926.  He  has 
served  as  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  and  later  as  general  secretary 
of  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement 
of  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  as  associate 
secretary  of  the  American  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Society  and  later 
as  home  secretary.  He  resigned  this 
post  in  1955  to  become  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council. 

He  is  the  author  of  numerous 
books,  among  them  “Men  and  Wom¬ 
en  of  Far  Horizons”,  “Forward 
through  the  Ages”,  “The  Church 
Serves  the  World”,  “I  Am  a  Chris¬ 
tian”  and  “American  Baptists  Over¬ 
seas.”  He  and  his  wife,  Louise  Per¬ 
kins  Wilson,  now  make  their  home 
in  Wells,  Texas. 

At  the  commencement  ceremonies 
President  Joe  J.  Mickle,  assisted  by 
Dean  Leroy  Vogel,  will  confer  de¬ 
grees  and  honors,  and,  members  of 
the  class  of  1959  will  be  inducted 
into  the  Centenary  Alumni  Assn, 
by  its  president,  Dr.  Charles  Knight. 
The  invocation  will  be  given  by 
Dr.  E.  M.  Clark,  head  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  department,  and  the  benedic¬ 
tion  by  Vice  President  R.  Leonard 
Cooke. 

Dr.  French,  a  member  of  the 


Carrollton  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans,  has  been  a  church  school 
teacher,  member  of  church  choirs 
and,  since  his  college  days,  has 
served  on  the  church  boards  of 
Methodist  churches  where  he  has 
is  letters.  In  the  fall  of  1956,  he 
headed  a  drive  which  raised  $300, 
000  for  new  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  area. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Centenary  College  and 
the  board  of  management  of  Flint- 
Goodridge  Hospital,  a  Methodist 
hospital  for  Negroes  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  Dillard  University. 

A  magna  cum  laude  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  he  also 
holds  the  MA  and  PhD  degrees 
from  that  institution.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  Pi  Gamma 
Mu,  Beta  Gamma  Sigma,  Omicro'n 
Delta  Kappa  and  other  honorary 
groups  and  is  nationally  known  as 
an  economist,  educator,  administra¬ 
tor  and  authority  on  foreign  trade. 

For  seven  years  he  was  associated 
with  Tulane  University,  first  as 
dean  of  the  school  of  business  ad¬ 
ministration  and  later  as  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  development.  Prior  to  that 
time,  he  headed  the  bureaus  of  bus¬ 
iness  research  for  the  University  of 
Texas  and  Louisiana  State  Universi¬ 
ty  and  taught  courses  in  foreign 
trade  at  both  schools  as  professor 
of  business  administration  and  eco¬ 
nomics. 

He  has  served  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  on  special  assignments  dealing 
with  the  wartime  control  of  foreign 
funds  and  has  been  a  consultant  to 
industry  on  tax  and  federal  regu- 


ANNUAL  CONF.  MAY  26-29 
AT  CENTENARY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
day,  beginning  at  6:00  p.m.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  convene  for  organiza¬ 
tion  and  preliminary  business  at 
9:00  a.m.,  Tuesday.  Business  sessions 
and  reports  are  scheduled  for  each 
day.  All  business  sessions  will  be 
held  in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chap¬ 
el  on  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus,  and  evening  services  will  be 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church. 
Host  pastor  is  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

Another  highlight  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  the  election  of  dele¬ 
gates  (laymen  and  Ministers)  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  to  attend 
the  quadrennial  General  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado,  April  27-May  11, 
1960.  Elections  will  also  be  held  of 
delegates  (laymen  and  ministers) 
to  attend  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Conference  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  June  22-26,  1960. 

Bishop  Franklin  will  speak  each 
evening,  Tuesday  through  Thursday, 
at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church.  The  ordination  of  deacons 
and  elders  will  take  place  Thursday 
at  7:30  p.m.,  also,  and  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  Martin. 

Bishop  Martin  will  read  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  ministers  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  the  close 
of  the  Friday  morning  business  ses¬ 
sion. 

The  service  of  commemoration 
will  be  Tuesday  at  3:30  p.m.  The 
commemoration  service  is  held  an¬ 
nually  in  remembrance  of  those 
members  of  the  conference,  their 
wives  or  widows  who  have  died 
during  the  past  year.  Rev.  Jerome 
Cain  of  Baton  Rouge  will  direct  the 
services,  and  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  of 
Shreveport  will  be  commemoration 
speaker. 

The  annual  seminary  banquets 
will  be  on  Wednesday  evening: 
S.M.U.,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baird  Hall;  Emory  University,  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church;  and 
Duke  University,  Broadmoor  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  annual  Parsonette  Luncheon 
for  wives  of  the  ministers  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  12:30  p.m.,  Wednesday  at 
Stopmoor  Restaurant. 

A  tea  honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  wife  of  Bishop  Martin,  will  be 
held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ed  E. 
Hurley,  3954  Fairfield  Avenue,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Centenary  College,  Thursday  at 
5:00  p.m. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Chappell,  Pathologist 
and  Director  of  Laboratories  at  St. 
Michael’s  Hospital  and  Wadley  Hos¬ 
pital  and  who  has  his  own  labora¬ 
tory  in  Texarkana,  Arkansas,  will 
be  the  speaker  at  the  Laymen’s 
Banquet  in  the  Lake  Room  of  the 
Captain  Shreve  Hotel,  on  Tuesday 
evening  at  5:30. 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  of  Jack- 
son,  Mississippi,  conference  preach¬ 
er,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1910, 
ordained  a  deacon  in  1915,  and  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  1917. 

A  native  of  White  County,  Ga., 
Bishop  Franklin  received  his  bache¬ 
lor  of  arts  from  the  University  of 
Georgia,  his  bachelor  of  Divinity 
from  Emory  University,  his  Doctor 
of  Divinity  from  Birmingham 
Southern  College  and  his  Doctor  of 


lation  problems.  From  1950  to  1954, 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  southwest  economy,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  President’s  Council  of 
Economic  Advisors.  He  has  served 
as  an  economist  with  the  U.S. 
Treasury  Department. 


Miss  Dar  Lynn  Gilbert  of  McGuire 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe 
was  winner  of  first  place  in  the  state 
alcohol  essay  contest  held  in  Alex¬ 
andria  on  April  3.  She  has  since  giv¬ 
en  her  essay,  "The  Role  of  Alcohol 
in  Juvenile  Delinquency,"  before  the 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies  for  Youth, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Monroe  Sub-District. 

Dar  Lynn,  a  Junior  in  high  school, 
is  youth  choir  director,  a  member  of 
the  adult  choir,  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  and 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on 
Membership  and  Evangelism  in  her 
local  church.  She  is  president-elect 
of  the  Monroe  District  MYF.  She  is 
a  majorette  with  the  West  Monroe 
High  School  Band  and  was  elected 
sweetheart  of  the  Key  Club  of  her 
school. 

Dar  Lynn  has  been  invited  to  pre¬ 
sent  her  essay  before  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 

Second  Report  on 
Centenary  Fund 

Campaign  workers  in  Centenary’s 
1959  Development  Fund  today 
turned  in  $173,979.00  at  the  Second 
General  Report  Meeting  held  in 
the  Garden  Room  of  the  Captain 
Shreve  Hotel.  $792,811.00,  or  47% 
of  the  $1,700,000  goal  needed  to 
fulfill  “immediate  needs”  of  the 
college  have  been  reported  to  date. 

Through  today’s  report,  various 
campaign  divisions  have  turned  in 
the  following  amounts: 


Advance  Gifts  . $699,709.00 

Special  Gifts  .  41,402.00 

General  Gifts  .  15,021.00 

College  Family  8,443.00 

Area  Gifts  .  25,436.00 

National  Firms  .  2,800.00 


General  Campaign  Chairman, 
Robert  F.  Scott,  urged  workers  to 
tell  each  prospect  about  Centen¬ 
ary’s  long-range  development  pro¬ 
gram  which  will  cover  the  next 
decade,  1959-69. 


Laws  from  Millsaps  College. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South,  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  1938;  and  the  general  con¬ 
ferences  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  in 
1940,  in  Kansas  City  in  1944,  and 
in  Boston  in  1948. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
in  Ashville,  N.C.,  in  1940,  in  Atlanta 
in  1944,  and  in  Columbia,  S.C.  in 
1948. 
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Maribeth  Wetzig  of  Magnolia 
was  selected  as  first  place  winner  in 
the  Camden  District  in  the  temper¬ 
ance  essay  contest  sponsored  by  the 
conference  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Relations.  Title  of  the  essay  was, 
"Your  Drinking  is  My  Concern." 
M/ss  Wetzig  received  a  cash  award 
of  $25  and  receives  a  trip  to  Hot 
Springs  for  the  sessions  of  Annual 
Conference,  where  she  will  compete 
in  the  Conference  finals.  Miss  Wet¬ 
zig  is  active  in  First  Methodist 
Church,  Magnolia.  She  has  also  been 
elected  as  the  president  of  the  Cam¬ 
den  District  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  for  the  next  conference  year. 
Placing  second  in  the  District  Con¬ 
test  was  Miss  Willandra  Stafford  of 
El  Dorado.  Miss  Stafford  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Union  County  MYF 
Sub-District. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Rice 

The  regular  bi-monthly  meeting 
of  the  Rice  MYF  Sub-District  was 
held  at  the  Iota  Methodist  Church, 
Sunday,  May  3.  Officers  elected  to 
head  next  year’s  meetings  are  as 
follows:  Ronald  S'arver,  president; 
Kathy  Cunningham,  vice-president; 
Bonnie  Amos,  secretary-reporter; 
Stan  Hardy,  treasurer;  Ella  Taylor, 
publicity  chairman;  Gerald  Perry, 
faith  chairman;  Glenda  Henderson, 
witness  chairman;  Sandra  Rue,  fel¬ 
lowship  chairman;  Paulette  Las- 
seigne,  citizenship  chairman;  Susan 
Villeret,  outreach  chairman;  Sandra 
Jeffers  and  Diane  Spell  district  rep¬ 
resentatives;  and  Mrs.  Martin 
Welch,  Jr.,  adult  advisor. 

Following  the  election  of  officers 
was  the  program  in  the  form  of  the 
panel  discussion  on  the  topic,  “How 
Can  We  As  Members  of  the  Rice 
Sub-District  MYF  Make  Our  Pro¬ 
grams  More  Interesting  and  Attrac¬ 
tive  to  Newcomers?”  Members  of 
the  panel  were  Stan  Hardy,  Lana 
Baron,  Kathy  Cunningham,  Paul 
Lasseigne,  Bonnie  Amos,  Charles 
Precht,  and  Mr.  Cunningham,  mod¬ 
erator. 


Della 

The  Delta  Sub-District  elected 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  They 
are:  Skippy  Leek  of  Dumas,  Presi¬ 
dent;  Susie  Bickham  of  Newton’s 
Chapel,  V.P.;  Wanda  Thorpe  of 
Dermott,  Secretary;  Mary  Beth 
Prewitt  of  Tillar,  Treasurer;  and 
Leslie  Scruggs  of  Dumas,  Reporter. 


The  Delta  Sub-District  ended  its 
“Crusade  of  the  Cross”,  and  the 
winning  M.Y.F.,  Tillar,  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  beautiful  lectern  scarf  as 
a  prize.  Tillar  will  keep  the  scarf 
if  they  win  next  year;  if  not,  the 
scarf  will  be  presented  to  the  new 
winner  each  year. 

The  purpose  of  the  Crusade  of 
the  Cross  is  to  stimulate  more  inter¬ 
est  in  the  M.Y.F.  sub-district  meet¬ 
ings  by  improving  programs.  Points 
are  awarded  to  the  individual 
M.Y.F. ’s  for  the  quality  of  their 
programs,  devotionals,  and  recrea¬ 
tion.  The  group  which  tallies  the 
most  points  is  declared  the  winner. 
Mrs.  Mataz  Bickham  of  Newton’s 
Chapel  is  the  judge  of  the  Crusade. 
*  *  * 

The  Delta  Sub-District  met  to  in¬ 
stall  its  officers  for  the  coming 
year.  After  an  instructive  buzz  ses¬ 
sion,  in  which  last  year’s  officers 
informed  the  new  officials  as  to 
their  duties,  an  impressive  candle¬ 
lighting  installation  service  was 
held.  Rev.  Irl  Lancaster  led  the 
Service  and  Robert  Williams  of 
Tillar  read  a  beautiful  passage  to 
the  group. 


Tolitha  Kay  Davidson,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Davidson  of  Ma¬ 
nila,  Ark.,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Buffalo-Island  Sub-District  at  a 
recent  meeting.  She  was  also  se¬ 
lected  one  of  eight  from  the  Jones¬ 
boro  District  to  attend  a  National 
Youth  Rally  in  August,  to  be  held 
at  Purdue  University,  LaFayette, 
Ind. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Camden  District 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  In¬ 
termediates  and  their  counselors 
met,  Saturday,  May  2  for  the  Cam¬ 
den  District  Youth  Rally  in  the 
Wesley  Foundation  Building  on  the 
campus  of  Southern  State  College, 
Magnolia,  Arkansas,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  W.  B.  Elliott, 
district  counselor. 

Miss  Barbara  McDaniel,  D.R.E. 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  El  Do¬ 
rado  was  in  charge  of  the  opening 
recreation  and  “get  acquainted” 
games  and  mediation. 

The  youth  then  went  into  Inter¬ 
est  Groups:  Program  planning  un¬ 
der  leadership  of  David  Wilson, 
youth  director  of  Jackson  Street 
Church,  Magnolia;  Projects  and 
Activities,  Mrs.  Joe  Gunn,  Smack- 
over,  youth  counselor. 

Fellowship  hour  followed  with 
relay  races  and  various  outdoor  ac¬ 
tivities  with  David  Wilson  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Elliott  directing  the  games. 

Sack  lunch  was  enjoyed  by  all  at 
the  noon  hour.  Following  lunch  the 
group  enjoyed  singing  songs  from 
the  “Sing  It  Again”  song  books  with 
Miss  McDaniel  as  leader.  Summer 
Camp  program  outlined  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Elliott  The  Methodist  Youth 
Fund,  What — Who — and  Where  was 
presented  and  the  mission  studies 
for  youth  emphasized  —  by  Mrs. 
John  G.  Rickey  district  secretary 
of  Youth  W.S.C.S.  and  co-counselor 
for  the  district. 


Jennings 

The  eighteen  graduating  seniors 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Jen¬ 
nings,  La.  were  honored  on  Sunday 
morning,  May  17.  The  morning  wor¬ 
ship  was  dedicated  to  them  as  they 
sat  in  the  sanctuary  as  a  group.  A 
gift  was  presented  each  senior  by 
the  President  of  the  W.S.C.S.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  service,  the  graduates 
were  guests  of  the  church  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  luncheon  at  the  Zigler  Hotel 
where  they  were  accompanied  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  G.  McDow¬ 
ell. 

Ted  Hebert  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Horne  were  selected  by  the  Jen¬ 
nings  M.Y.F.  as  being  their  out¬ 
standing  members  for  the  year 
1958-59.  At  the  morning  worship  on 
May  17,  Ted  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
received  life  memberships  from  the 
W.S.C.S.  as  a  tribute  to  their  faith¬ 
ful  service  in  the  youth  work  of 
the  Church. 


Colfax 

The  Colfax  Methodist  Youth  had 
a  Youth  Activity  Week  recently. 
They  began  their  activities  by  at¬ 
tending  the  District  Convocation  for 
Youth  in  Alexandria.  The  North¬ 
western  Deputation  Team  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Bob  Tatum  pre¬ 
sented  a  program  one  evening  and 
Reverend  Conrad  Edwards,  Rev. 
Roy  Garrett  and  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor 
conducted  worship  services  during 
the  week. 

The  Youth  participated  in  a  fel¬ 
lowship  hour  each  evening  and  were 
served  supper  by  the  parents. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  new 
year  was  held  followed  with  an  in¬ 
stallation  service  by  the  pastor  Rev. 
Sam  Holladay.  The  following  will 
serve  as  officers:  Miles  Holladay, 
President,  Margaret  Randolph  Vice 
President,  Jimmy  Bowen,  treasurer, 
Judy  Randolph,  Secretary  and  Mary 
Jo  Dean,  Ned  Randolph  and  Judy 
Tisdale  area  chairmen. 


June  3,  1959  Is 


YOUTH  n\ 

At  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference 


FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME — the  Little  Rock  Conference  will 
have  a  YOUTH  DAY  in  which  the  youth  of  the  conference  will 
be  invited  to  attend  Annual  Conference  en  masse.  There  will  be 
several  important  events  to  happen — 

1.  The  election  of  lay  and  clerical  delegates  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  to  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

2.  Meet  your  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin— see  him  in  action — 
what  he  does,  hear  what  he  says,  see  how  a  Bishop  pre¬ 
sides  over  an  Annual  Conference, 

3.  See  the  Methodist  Church  at  work  as  it  lives  and  moves  in 
the  lives  of  85,524  Methodist  members  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference, 

4.  Hear  the  reports  of  the  many  committees  and  commissions 
which  are  part  of  the  administration  of  the  church, 

5.  Hear  the  Temperance  Essay  Contest  winner’s  essay  and 
see  the  presentation  to  the  3  conference  winners, 

6.  Hear  the  outstanding  Conference  Speaker  as  he  speaks  to 
your  life  and  being, 

7.  Join  in  the  wonderful  singing  as  1500  voices  praise  God 
in  song, 

8.  Join  in  fellowship  with  1500  other  youth  as  we  eat  lunch 
and  swim  at  Snow  Springs  Park — 3  miles  North  on  the 
old  Little  Rock  Highway;’" 

9.  Be  recognized  as  a  MYF  delegate  from  your  church  and 
your  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

10.  Start  now  planning  to  attend  with  your  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 


SCHEDULE  FOR  YOUTH  DAY 


8:30  a.  m .  The  Morning  Devotion 

9:00  a.  m .  Annual  Conference  Convenes 

12:30  p.  m .  Annual  Conference  Adjourns 

1:00  p.  m .  Eat  and  Swim  at  Snow  Springs  Park 

bring  your  own  lunch. 

3:30  p.  m .  Be  at  First  Church  for  Youth  Program 

and  hear  Conference  Speaker. 

7:30  p.  m .  Hour  of  Evangelism 
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Districts  Hold  Annual  Meetings 


Ruston 

About  175  women  attended  the 
Annual  District  Meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Ruston  District  which 
was  held  at  the  Arcadia  Methodist 
Church  in  April. 

Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells  of  Ruston,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  presided  and  Mrs. 
Alice  Alsup,  retired  missionary  from 
China  and  Japan,  was  the  featured 
speaker. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Peyton  had  charge  of 
the  memorial  service  in  which 
twenty-two  members  were  remem¬ 
bered. 

New  officers  elected  and  installed 
for  the  coming  year  were:  Mrs.  J. 
J.  Briehm,  Jonesboro,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  James  Spencer,  Farmer- 
ville,  recording  secretary;  Mrs.  L. 
C.  Aycock,  Ruston,  promotional; 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Carter,  Calhoun,  mis¬ 
sionary  education;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Kelly, 
Homer,  Christian  Social  Relations; 
Mrs.  Lavelle  Perryman,  Dubberly, 
youth;  Mrs.  George  Goodwin,  Lis¬ 
bon,  literature  and  publications;  and 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Haley,  spiritual  life  culti¬ 
vation. 

Mrs.  W.  K.  Murphy,  local  pres¬ 
ident,  welcomed  the  group  and  the 
local  society  served  the  luncheon  at 
the  noon  hour.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Taylor  is 
the  newly  elected  president  of  the 
Arcadia  society. 


Lafayette 

The  Louisiana  Memorial  Church 
of  Opelousas,  the  first  established 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana,  was 
the  scene  of  the  Annual  District 
meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  April  22,  1959. 

After  registration  and  coffee 
time,  the  program  was  held  in  the 
beautiful  new  sanctuary.  Rev.  R.  E. 
Walton,  Pastor,  began  the  worship 
with  the  meeting  theme,  “The 
World  to  Christ  We  Bring  With 
Joyful  Song.” 

Miss  Claire  McKinnon,  President 
of  the  local  society,  welcomed  the 
116  ladies  of  the  District.  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Reber,  of  Lafayette,  District 
President,  conducted  the  business  of 
the  meeting,  featuring  reports  from 
the  district  officers. 

Miss  Alice  Alsup  of  Forth  Worth, 
Texas,  former  missionary  to  Japan 
and  China,  discussed  her  exper¬ 
iences  in  those  countries  emphasiz¬ 
ing  the  loyalty  of  the  Christians. 

A  delicious  luncheon  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  in  the  educational 
building  by  the  women  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

The  afternoon  session  opened 
with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Allen  Jernigan, 
followed  by  more  district  business. 
Reports  were  by  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard, 
of  Lafayette,  retiring  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Barnhill,  of  Church  Point, 
Spiritual  Life;  Mrs.  Leslie  Morris, 
of  New  Iberia,  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion;  Mrs.  Allen  Jernigan,  of  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Student  Work;  Mrs.  Beldon 
Fox,  New  Iberia,  Misionary  Person¬ 
nel;  Miss  Claire  McKinnon,  Opelou¬ 
sas,  Christian  Social  Relations;  Mrs. 
John  Dowling,  Opelousas,  Supply 
Work;  Mrs.  T.  F.  Wilbanks,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Promotion;  Mrs.  Martin  Welch, 
Crowley,  Children’s  Work. 

Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert,  Crowley, 


Louisiana  Conference  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service, 
installed  the  following  officers  to 
serve  a  two-year  term: 

Mrs.  Sam  White,  New  Iberia,  Vice- 
President 

Mrs.  I.  J.  Marcel,  Houma,  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary 

Mrs.  George  H.  Thomas,  Lafayette, 
Promotion 

Mrs.  Leslie  Morris,  New  Iberia, 
Missionary  Education  and  Service 
Miss  Claire  McKinnon,  Opelousas, 
Christian  Social  Relations 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Standridge,  Lafayette, 
Literature  and  Publications 
Mrs.  Felix  Cormier,  Breau  Bridge, 
Supply  Work 

Mrs.  Willard  Barnhill,  Church  Point, 
Spiritual  Life  Cultivation 
Mrs.  Willard  Barnhill  led  the 
group  in  an  inspiring  Memorial 
Coronation  Service  honoring  the 
ladies  of  the  district  who  have 
passed  on. 


Forrest  City 

The  Forrest  City  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  met 
Monday,  April  13,  in  the  Hughes 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  John  Sikes, 
President,  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Jernberg, 
Recording  Secretary,  were  in 
charge. 

The  business  session  included:  a 
report  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
District  Executive  Committee  in  the 
Wynne  Methodist  parsonage,  with 
Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Pearce,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Johnston,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Weeden  as  hostesses;  and  reports 
of  all  the  District  Officers. 

Mrs.  Johnston  reported  eighty- 
five  new  members  to-date,  and  the 
organization  of  two  new  Woman’s 
Societies  at  Turner  and  at  Bay  Vil¬ 
lage.  She,  also,  announced  plans  for 
officer-training  periods  in  four 
areas.  Mrs.  Henry  Williams  an¬ 
nounced  the  program  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Career  Day  in  Forrest  City,  to 
be  held  April  25. 

Mrs.  Williams,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Herman  Young  of  Forrest  City, 
gave  a  musical  reading  entitled 
“The  Creation.”  It  is  from  Weldon 
Johnson’s  book,  “God’s  Trombones.” 

Dr.  Irma  Highbaugh  of  Coffey- 
ville,  Kansas,  a  retired  missionary, 
was  the  guest  speaker,  and  used  as 
her  subject,  New  Trends  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Fields.  She  was  introduced  by 
Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown.  Dr.  High¬ 
baugh  remained  in  Hughes  for  the 
District  meeting  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guilds  that  evening. 

A  buffet  luncheon  was  served  in 
Fellowship  Hall  by  the  Hughes 
Woman’s  Society  members  to  about 
one  hundred  guests. 

The  afternoon  program  included 
a  worship  service  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Arthur  Weeden,  who  used  as  her 
theme,  “And  they  found  Him  in  the 
Temple.”  Mrs.  D.  L.  Williams  sang, 
“My  Task.”  The  officer  installation 
service  was  directed  by  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  L.  Franks,  the  District  Super¬ 
intendent.  Two  new  officers  are 
Mrs.  Weeden,  Recording  Secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Garland  Tripplett  of  Mari¬ 
anna,  Secretary  of  Supply  Work. 
Other  vacancies  will  be  announced 
at  a  later  date. 

Others  appearing  on  the  program 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Missions  have  benefited  from  a 
sacrificial  luncheon  and  silver  tea 
held  recently  by  the  W.S.C.S.  of 
the  Denham  Springs  First  Methodist 
Church. 

Mrs.  Walter  Jones,  secretary  of 
local  church  activities,  was  in 
charge  of  arrangements  for  both. 

Members  gathered  at  the  church 
for  the  luncheon  and  meditation  on 
the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Mrs.  Ned  L. 
Stout,  secretary  of  spiritual  life,  was 
program  chairman,  and  appearing 
with  her  were  Mrs.  George  Smith, 
Mrs.  M.  Rouse,  and  Mrs.  Ray  Riley. 
Mrs.  James  Parker,  president,  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  Miller  sang,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  John  Crichlow. 

The  silver  tea  was  held  at  the 
newly-purchased  and  redecorated 
parsonage,  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stout 
and  Mrs.  Stout  received.  Those 
pouring  were  Mrs.  Danny  Cameron, 
Mrs.  Rouse,  Mrs.  Parker  and  Mrs. 
Riley.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hall  and  Mrs. 
Rex  Wilkinson  arranged  bouquets 
of  daisies  and  calla  lilies. 


The  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  at  the 
regular  Sunday  evening  service  of 
the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church, 


during  the  day  were:  Mrs.  Charles 
Lewis  of  Parkin,  Mrs.  Charles  Hulen 
and  Miss  Jobelle  Beasley  of  Hughes. 
The  Executive  Committee  has  se¬ 
lected  Miss  Beasley  as  the  District 
representative  to  attend  the  Juris¬ 
diction  Youth  Assembly  on  Mt. 
Sequoyah  in  August.  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Ward  will  attend  the  Jurisdiction 
School  of  Missions  on  Mt.  Sequoyah 
in  June. 

Local  officer  training  periods 
have  been  held  at  Cherry  Valley, 
April  2;  Marion,  April  23;  and  at 
Marvell  and  Wheatley,  April  30. 
Mrs.  Johnston,  Sec.  of  Promotion 
for  the  District,  was  assisted  in  these 
meetings  by:  Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford  and  Mrs.  Hubert 
E.  Pearce,  Conference  Officers;  and 
by  Mrs.  John  Sikes,  Mrs.  Charles 
Lewis,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Jernberg,  Mrs. 
Rod  Bryan,  Mrs.  Albert  Laser,  Mrs. 
Henry  Williams,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Peck, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Trail  and  Mrs.  Weeden, 
District  Officers.  Mrs.  R.  E.  Stewart 
assisted  with  the  Cherry  Valley 
meeting. 


Fort  Smith  Guild 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Mulberry  was  host  to  the  Guilds  of 
the  Fort  Smith  District  for  their 
Spring  Meeting  which  was  held  Fri¬ 
day  evenings,  April  24.  This  meet¬ 
ing  was  attended  by  102  Guilders- — 
this  being  the  largest  attendance 
at  a  district  meeting. 

The  Conference  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Vida  Fry,  was  guest  speaker.  She 
gave  a  history  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.  Miss  Mildred  Scott, 
Chairman,  Missionary  Education 
and  Service,  presented  the  study 
courses  that  were  to  be  offered  at 
the  Seminar  at  Hendrix  this  sum¬ 
mer.  We  were  very  happy  that  Mrs. 
Fry  and  Miss  Scott  could  be  with 
us. 

Mrs.  Jim  Boyd,  District  Secretary, 
presided  at  the  meeting  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  short  pledge  service. 

Everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
delicious  meal  prepared  by  the 
members  of  the  Mulberry  Guild. 


Chalmette,  La.,  May  3,  installed  the 
new  officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  his  Church. 

Pledging,  with  God’s  help,  to  give 
themselves  to  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duties,  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  President,  Mrs.  Paul  Cun¬ 
ningham;  Vice  President,  Mrs.  R. 
H.  Turner;  Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Dee  Johnson;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Irvin  D.  Baldock;  Secretaries  of 
Promotion,  Mrs.  James  Steger;  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Service,  Mrs. 
B.  D.  Quillin;  Christian  Social  Re¬ 
lations,  Mrs.  Robert  Williamson; 
Student  Work,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Cockrell; 
Youth  Work,  Mrs.  Willard  Colburn; 
Children’s  Work,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Wal¬ 
lace;  Spiritual  Life,  Mrs.  John 
Luecke;  Supply  Work,  Mrs.  V.  M. 
Sell;  Status  of  Women,  Mrs.  Elton 
Smith;  Local  Church  Activities, 
Mrs.  Gorman  Bass  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Geiger;  Literature  and  Publication, 
Mrs.  Arch  Hitch. 


The  Rose  City  Woman’s  Society 
met  May  5  at  the  church  for  the 
pledge  service  and  Business.  Mrs. 
H.  Pinkston  conducted  the  Pledge 
service.  While  the  members  knelt 
at  the  altar,  arranged  by  Mrs.  Jo¬ 
seph  Taylor,  Mrs.  James  Phillips 
sang.  After  the  dedication  of 
Pledges,  Mrs.  William  Tarvin  pre¬ 
sented  a  proposed  budget  for  the 
coming  year.  A  Life  Membership 
pin  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Lee  Crow, 
a  past  president. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Bizzell  presided  over 
the  business.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Weiss  gave 
the  opening  prayer. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  DeQueen 
met  May  4  for  a  short  business  ses¬ 
sion  and  pledge  service.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Mrs.  Fred  Arnold,  after  which  the 
president,  Mrs.  Stuart  Norwood, 
conducted  the  business. 

J.  T.  Manning,  representing  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club,  presented  a 
Life  Membership  to  Margaret  Eu¬ 
genia  Malcolm,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Malcom,  Jr.  The  devotional 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Bill  Cluck. 

Mrs.  Norwood,  retiring  president, 
presented  Mrs.  J.  E.  Baugh,  incom¬ 
ing  president,  who  presided  over  the 
remainder  of  the  meeting. 

Mrs.  Louis  Bandy,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Baugh,  Mrs.  Arnold  and  Mrs. 
W.  G.  McNeice,  presented  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Circle  chairmen  drew  names 
for  members  of  their  circles. 


Members  and  guests  of  the  Mount 
Ida  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  enjoyed  a  lovely  luncheon 
at  the  Ouachita  River  Lodge  on  May 
5.  Mrs.  L.  L.  Beavers  was  hostess 
for  the  occasion. 

Preceding  the  luncheon,  the  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  new  year  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Joe  Hun¬ 
ter.  They  are  as  follows:  President, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  McDowell,  Vice  Pres., 
Mrs.  Joe  Hunter,  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Lee  Temple,  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Cleberne  Scott. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  program  and 
pledge  service  was  presented  in  the 
form  of  a  business  meeting  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Mc¬ 
Dowell  and  Mrs.  Cleberne  Scott 
were  in  charge  of  the  program,  as¬ 
sisted  by  other  members  of  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee. 
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By  JOHN  BUTLER  HAYS 


Why  Do  We  Question 
The  Authority  Of  The  Bible? 


BEFORE  we  can  ask  the  question,  “What  is 
the  authority  of  the  Bible,”  we  must  first 
recognize  that  the  authority  has  been 
questioned. 

Bultmann,  the  de-mytholgizer  asks,  “How  can 
we  have  the  authoritative  content  of  the  Biblical 
message  today  when  we  must  read  the  Bible 
with  minds  shaped  by  our  modern  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  world.”  Bultmann  moves  to  separate 
“truth”  from  “myth”  saying  that  the  “myth”  of 
the  Bible  was  a  way  of  teaching  much  like  the 
parable  of  Jesus.  Though  his  solution  may  or 
may  not  satisfy,  the  problem,  as  he  states  it,  is 
The  Problem  of  our  day. 

How  do  we  reconcile  the  science  of  the  Bible 
with  the  “science  of  our  day?”  What  about  a  six 
day  creation  against  a  two  billion  year  creation, 
Evolution  is  man  in  God’s  image.  It  may  be  that 
there  is  not  the  either/or  question  today.  It  may 
be  that  we  have  moved  beyond  that  question. 
But  the  question  started  as  stated  above  is  still 
very  much  with  us. 

Science  did  destroy  the  literal  inspiration  of 
the  scripture,  and  with  it  there  were  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  decay  of  the  authority  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  on  the  basis  of  infallibility. 

This  understanding  of  Scriptural  Authority 
had  to  die  for  it  was  not  a  valid  foundation  for 
authority.  However,  it  seems  that  our  theologi¬ 
cal  leadership  fell  into  a  trap  they  did  not  fore¬ 
see. 

As  science  began  to  question  some  of  the  ideas 
of  the  Faith,  we  joined  them  believing  (and 
rightly  so)  that  any  knowledge  concerning  the 
Faith  or  The  Bible  could  lead  us  to  better  under¬ 
standing.  However,  we  did  make  the  mistake  of 
allowing  the  scientists  to  set  our  tests  for  truth 
measured  by  logic,  reason,  etc. 

With  the  questioning  of  some  of  the  ideas  of 
the  Bible  there  arose  the  attempt  to  see  just  how 
much  of  the  Bible  could  be  reasonably  explained. 
For  instance:  How  did  Joshua  get  across  the 
River  Jordan  prior  to  the  Battle  of  Jericho. 
The  Bibles  states  they  crossed  the  river  on  dry 
land.  How?  It  was  discovered  that  the  river 
from  time  to  time  undercuts  its  banks  so  that  the 
banks  sometimes  fall  into  the  river  forming  a 
temporary  dam.  The  river  drys  up  below  the 
naturally  formed  dam.  So,  it  could  have  hap¬ 
pened  when  Joshua  and  the  Children  of  Israel 
approached  it  trying  to  get  to  Jericho  in  time  to 
set  up  the  sympathetic  vibrations  of  tramping 
and  trumpeting  which  probably  caused  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  poorly  constructed  walls  of  Jericho. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  this  approach  was 
creating  many  more  problems  than  it  solved. 
We  developed  higher  criticism,  lower  criticism, 
form  criticism,  document  theories,  etc.  Let  us 
hasten  to  admit  that  certainly  not  all  of  this 
was  bad.  The  more  we  know  about  the  Bible 
the  better  off  we  are.  This  is  true.  We  know 
more  about  the  Bible  than  any  other  generation 
of  Christians.  But  with  the  growing  concern  for 
facts  about  the  Scripture,  we  seemed  to  lose 
interest  in  what  the  Bible  had  to  say  about  man’s 
situation. 

This  is  now  the  question,  “What  does  the 
Bible  have  to  say  about  men  and  their  situ¬ 
ation?”  We  now  have  learned  progress  is  not 
inevitable,  man  is  not  necessarily  good.  Two 
major  world  wars,  the  horror  of  the  atom  has 
doomed  this  understanding.  But  when  we  turned 


from  the  glamour  of  science,  finding  no  final 
answer  here,  we  discovered  that  we  had  de¬ 
stroyed  the  only  foundation  for  authority  for 
God’s  Word,  and  had  not  offered  any  avenue  by 
which  we  might  proclaim  any  Biblical  Authority. 

This  has  been  and  now  is  our  task.  Daniel 
Day  Williams  in  “What  Present  Day  Theologians 
are  Thinking,”  Revised,  says: 

“.  .  .  there  is  an  ever-deepening  search  for 
the  meaning  of  authority  in  the  Christian  Faith, 
and  especially  in  some  Protestant  theology  for 
an  assertion  of  the  absolute  authority  of  the 
revelation  through  the  Scripture.” 

Revelation  does  come  through  man’s  history 
as  God  works  in  the  midst  of  man. 

II.  Wesley 

Having  so  defined  the  problem  let  us  turn  our 
attention  to  John  Wesley,  then  to  the  Bible  itself 
and  then  to  our  own  Witness. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  state  that  the  problem 
outlined  above  was  not  Mr.  Wesley’s  problem. 
As  nearly  as  I  can  discover  (for  Mr.  Wesley  is 
not  systematic)  his  problem  was  to  find  “What  is 
the  Bible  for  me?”  Before  Aldersgate  Mr.  Wesley 


This  article  is  the  manuscript  of  a  paper 
delivered  before  the  Wesley  Society  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  at  the  Society's 
meeting  in  Warren,  March  30.  This  paper 
was  one  of  three  which  were  centered  on 
the  theme  "What  Authority  Does  A  Bible 
Have  For  You  As  A  Preacher."  Rev.  John 
Butler  Hays,  the  writer,  is  pastor  of  the 
Douglasville  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock. 


is  a  Bible  Bigot,  after,  “I  want  to  know  one 
thing  .  .  .  the  way  to  heaven;  how  to  land  safe 
on  that  happy  shore.  God  Himself  has  con¬ 
descended  to  show  us  the  way;  for  this  very  end 
He  came  from  heaven.  He  hath  written  it  down 
in  a  book.  O  give  me  that  Book.  At  any  price, 
give  me  the  book  of  God.  I  have  it;  here  is 
knowledge  enough  for  me.  Let  me  be  homo 
unius  libiri.  Here  then  I  am,  far  from  the  busy 
ways  of  men.  I  sit  down  alone,  only  God  is  here. 
In  His  presence  I  open  and  read  His  book;  for 
this  end,  to  find  the  way  to  heaven.  If  any  doubt 
still  remains,  I  consult  those  who  are  experienced 
in  the  ways,  of  God;  and  the  writings  whereby, 
being  dead,  they  yet  speak.  And  what  I  thus 
learn,  that  I  teach.” 

Mr.  Wesley’s  understanding  of  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  grace  and  salvation  came  after  the  fact  of 
his  meeting  Christ.  The  Bible  speaks  to  Mr. 
Wesley  after  his  salvation.  He  saw  the  witness 
he  had  read  time  and  again  come  alive  and  be 
fulfilled  in  his  own  heart.  The  age  old  story  of 
redemption  no  longer  is  story  but  now  fact 
in  his  life. 

Now  Mr.  Wesley  turns  to  discover  how  this 
which  is  his  may  also  be  witnessed  to  others  that 
this  experience  may  happen  in  other  lives.  Mr. 
Wesley  was  greatly  influenced  by  Johann  Al¬ 
brecht  Bengel,  whose  work  he  used  as  base  for 
his  own  notes  on  the  New  Testament.  Mr.  Ben¬ 
gel  says  in  his  preface,  “Scripture  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  Church;  the  Church  is  the  guardian 
of  The  Scripture.  When  the  Church  is  in  strong 
health,  the  light  of  the  Scripture  shines  bright; 
when  the  Church  is  sick,  Scripture  is  corroded 
by  neglect,  so  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  treatment 


of  Scripture  corresponds  from  time  to  time  with 
the  condition  of  the  Church.” 

Mr.  Wesley  was  a  true  Protestant  in  his  in- 
sistance  upon  Biblically  centered  preaching. 
In  the  Deed  of  Union  which  ratified  the  Union 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  the  Primitive  Meth¬ 
odists,  and  the  United  Methodists  into  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Great  Britain  in  1932  these  im¬ 
portant  words  occur: 

“The  Doctrines  of  the  Evangelical  Faith 
which  Methodism  has  held  from  the  beginning 
and  still  holds  are  based  upon  the  Divine  revela¬ 
tion  recorded  in  the  Holy  Scripture.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  acknowledges  this  revelation  as 
the  supreme  rule  of  faith  and  practice.” 

The  Church  then  has  its  task  in  the  teaching 
and  preaching  of  The  Scripture  that  those  hear¬ 
ing  may  recognize  its  truth  and  meet  the  Lord 
of  its  pages  as  living  even  as  Mr.  Wesley. 

In  order  to  help  his  preachers  and  laymen 
alike  understand  the  message  he  took  the  trouble 
to  compile  his  Notes  on  The  New  Testament. 
He  designed  this  work  chiefly  for  plain,  unlet¬ 
tered  men,  who  understand  only  the  mother 
tongue,  who  yet  reverence  and  love  God’s  Word 
and  have  a  desire  to  save  their  souls.  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley’s  declaration  that  the  Scripture  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  is  a  most  solid  and  precious 
system  of  divine  truth  must  be  received  as  his 
steadfast  belief.  His  recognition  of  some  of  the 
principles  of  higher  criticism  must  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten.  He  was  not  a  worshipper  of  the  Bible  as  a 
book.  He  regarded  it  as  a  library  containing 
the  supreme  divine  revelation,  which  should  be 
loved  and  studied  with  reverence  and  with  eag¬ 
erness  to  understand  and  obey  its  commands. 
“Scripture,”  says  Mr.  Wesley,  “interprets  scrip¬ 
ture;  one  part  fixing  the  sense  of  another.  It  is 
certain  one  cannot  be  a  good  divine  who  is  not  a 
good  textuary.” 

Mr.  Wesley,  like  the  Apostle  Paul,  “gloried 
in  the  fullness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospels 
and  it  is  this  fullness  that  is  the  mark  of  Wes¬ 
ley’s  Scriptural  Christianity  and  it  is  for  this 
that  Methodism  stands.”  —from  Motive  1957. 
Mr.  Wesley  knew  in  whom  he  had  believed. 

III.  The  Biblical  Authority  From  The  Bible's 
Viewpoint 


Obviously  those  writing  the  Scripture  under¬ 
stood  it  represented  authority.  It  contained  Law, 
Prophecy,  History,  Wisdom,  Literature,  The 
Gospels,  Acts,  Letters.  All  of  these  were  pro¬ 
claimed  with  the  expectation  that  they  would 
be  heard  and  heeded.  They  follow  from  a  com¬ 
mon  assumption  expressed  in  modern  terms  by 
Norval  Geldenhuys  “Authority  of  The  Bible”  .  . 

.  .  All  ultimate  authority  rests  in  God.  As 
Creators  and  Sustainer  of  the  universe,  He  has 
absolute  right  over  all  created  beings  and  an  all 
embracing  authority  in  heaven  as  on  earth.” 
(1)  footnote  p.  371  ..  .  “Revelation  and  The  Bi¬ 
ble” 

( Continued  on  page  13) 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Twelve 


WHY  DO  WE  QUESTION  THE 
AUTHORITY  OF  THE  BIBLE? 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

When,  in  the  early  pages  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  God  speaks  to  Abraham,  Abra¬ 
ham  obeys.  It  is  God  who  speaks. 
We  dare  not  listen  and  not  obey. 
When  Moses  is  confronted  with  the 
Burning  Bush,  this  is  God’s  com¬ 
mand.  It  must  be  carried  out.  Later 
the  Ten  Commandments  come  from 
God.  This  is  Law  to  be  obeyed. 

Following  are  the  Prophets.  Here 
the  mode  of  presentation  is  differ¬ 
ent,  but  the  ultimate  source  is  the 
same.  God  is  speaking.  The  author¬ 
ity  does  not  rest  in  what  is  said  or 
the  prophet  who  utters  it,  but  the 
authority  rests  in  Him  who  says  it. 
Thus  the  Prophet  always  begins, 
“Thus  saith  the  Lord.” 

When  the  pronouncement  had 
been  delivered,  there  was  an  ex¬ 
pected  response  .  .  .  obedience.  This 
came  from  God,  was  of  God  .  .  .  was 
a  revelation  of  His  Nature.  God 
thus  chooses  to  enter  man’s  history 
and  show  himself  to  mankind.  Not 
to'  heed  God  leads  to  destruction. 
Not  to  trust  God  leads  to  judgement. 
God  is  to  “be  taken  at  His  Word.” 
For  it  is  His  nature  to  be  just,  right¬ 
eous,  merciful,  faithful.  How  do  we 
know  this?  God  Himself  has  so 
taught  us. 

Yet  even  with  the  Prophets  cry¬ 
ing,  “Thus  saith  the  Lord,”  the  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  heed,  do  not  give  them¬ 
selves  to  this  authority.  Another 
way  must  be  found.  The  Prophets 
begin  to  point  toward  it.  God’s 
Kingdom,  God’s  Nature  shall  be  so 
taught  as  to  be  inescapable,  per¬ 
fectly  revealed  .  .  .  fully  shown. 

The  same  presupposition  still  is 
necessary:  “All  ultimate  authority 
rests  with  God.”  .  .  .  “As  Christians 
we  believe  that  this  Almighty  God 
has  spoken  to  us  in  and  through 
Jesus  Christ,  His  Eternal  Son. 
God’s  authority  thus  confronts  us 
in  and  through  Him  Who,  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  reigns 
over  all  things  from  eternity  to 
eternity.”  (2)  ibid  p.  371 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  evi¬ 
dent  that  in  order  to  subscribe  to 
the  Authority  of  the  Bible,  one  must 
first  be  willing  to  take  recognition 
of  the  inherent  authority  of  the 
God  revealed  in  the  Bible  and  in 
human  history. 

As  has  been  pointed  out,  this  per¬ 
fect  and  full  revelation  came  in  and 
through  Jesus  Christ.  “The  Life  of 
churches,  of  nations,  of  civilization 
itself,  and  of  every  individual  hu¬ 
man  being,  revolves  about  the  ines¬ 
capable  challenge  of  the  Supreme 
Authority  of  Jesus  Christ.  Where 
His  authority  is  rejected,  chaos  and 
destruction  inevitably  follow. 

“In  contrast  to  the  seemingly 
mighty  ones  who  rejected  our  Lord, 
a  few  simple  fishermen  and  peas¬ 
ants  of  Palestine  who  accepted  His 
authority  after  the  first  Pentacost 
went  forth  to  establish  the  inde¬ 
structible  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Yeilding  completely  to  His  authori¬ 
ty,  no  earthly  power,  no  scourge  of 
persecution,  could  quench  their  en¬ 
thusiasm,  destroy  their  faith,  or 
stay  them  from  establishing  the 
church  in  many  lands  until  indeed  it 
became  a  world  wide  fellowship.” 
ibid  p.  372 

IV.  The  Eternal  Authority 

Thus  it  would  seem  that  we  are 
not  dependent  upon  an  internal 
witness  alone  to  vindicate  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  record  of  God’s  Reve¬ 
lation  .  .  .  The  Bible.  If  God  be  the 
supreme  authority  His  Will  will  be 
evidenced  outside  of  the  Scripture 
upholding  the  Scripture. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Eight  Million  Children  Are  Expected  at 
Vacation  Church  Schools  This  Year 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  When  the  summer  dog-roses  blow  and  the  but¬ 
tercups  shine,  some  eight  million  of  the  nation’s  youngsters  and  nearly 
100,000  Canadian  children  will  put  aside  their  classroom  texts  and  head 
for  vacation  church  schools,  day  camps,  and  work-and-play  groups. 

In  eliminating  the  one-time  summer  slogan  of  “idle  kids  and  idle 
churches,”  the  Committee  on  Summertime  Activities  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  estimates  that  approximately  100,000  schools  will  be  held 
this  summer  by  individual  churches  or  groups  of  churches.  They  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  reach  some  of  the  estimated  27,000,000  children  and  youth  in 
the  U.S.  and  Canada  who  do  not  attend  church. 

“God  and  His  World”  is  the  theme  of  the  1959  summer  program,  de¬ 
signed  “to  help  individuals  grow  in  realization  and  love,  to  see  God,  and 
to  know  a  sense  of  fellowship  with  Him  as  He  works  through  persons  and 


Who  among  us  does  not  know  this 
to  be  true.  Dr.  Ernest  Ligon,  in 
“Psychology  of  Christian  Personal¬ 
ity,”  points  out  the  thesis  that  the 
Ethic  of  Jesus  is  Spiritual  Law  ex¬ 
ercising  inescapable  authority  on  all 
men. 

The  Commandment  to  “love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself”  after  recog¬ 
nizing  that  we  do  so  because  God 
first  loved  us  and  therefore  we  must 
love,  is  binding.  Not  to  love,  but  to 
hate:  not  to  love,  but  to  be  filled 
with  pride;  not  to  love,  but  to  be 
filled  with  pride;  not  to  love,  but 
to  be  indifferent;  not  to  love,  but 
to  seek  self-gratification,  leads  to 
destruction.  How  many  lives  have 
been  wrecked  upon  the  Ethic  of 
Christ  because  its  absolute  author¬ 
ity  for  living  was  not  recognized. 
Who  is  better  equipped  to  teach  us 
what  life  is  about  than  He  who  cre¬ 
ated  life. 

That  which  God  teaches  has  an 
external  authority  which  is  ines¬ 
capable;  come  to  terms  with  it  or 
be  destroyed.  But  the  Christian 
Faith  insists  that  we  are  not  com¬ 
ing  to  terms  with  cold  unfeeling 
Law,  nor  simply  with  Creator,  but 
with  Redeemer. 

“Then  come  the  incomprehensi¬ 
ble,  incomparable  days,  when  all 
previous  time,  history,  and  experi¬ 
ence  seem  to  stand  still  .  .  .  like  the 
sun  at  Gibeon,  in  the  presence  of  a 
man  who  is  no  prophet,  no  poet,  no 
hero,  no  thinker,  and  yet  all  of 
these  and  morel  His  words  cause 
alarm,  for  he  speaks  with  authority 
and  not  as  we  ministers.  With  com¬ 
pelling  power  he  calls  to  each  one: 
Follow  me!  Even  to  the  distrustful 
and  antagonistic  he  gives  an  irresis¬ 
tible  impression  of  ‘eternal  life.’ 
‘The  blind  receive  their  sight,  and 
the  law  walk,  and  lepers  are 
cleansed,  and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead 
are  raised  up  and  the  poor  have  the 
gospel  preached  to  them.’  .  .  .  ‘Bless¬ 
ed  is  the  womb  that  bare  thee’  cry 
the  people.  And  the  quieter  and 
lonelier  he  becomes,  and  the  less 
real  ‘faith’  he  finds  in  the  world 
about  him,  the  stronger  through 
his  whole  being  peals  one  trium¬ 
phant  note’  ...  ‘I  am  the  Resur¬ 
rection  and  the  life!  Because  I  live, 
ye  shall  live  also!” 

“And  then  comes  the  echo,  weak 
enough,  if  we  compare  it  with  the 
note  of  Easter  morning,  and  yet 
strong,  much  too  strong  for  our 
ears,  accustomed  as  they  are  to  the 
weak,  pitably  weak  tones'  of  today 
.  .  .  the  echo  of  the  first  courageous 
missionaries  who  felt  the  necessity 
upon  them  to  go  unto  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea¬ 
ture.  Here  is  the  echo  of  Paul:  ‘The 
Righteousness  of  God  is  revealed! 
If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creature.  And  he  which  hath 
begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  fin¬ 
ish  it!”  Here  is  the  deep  still  echo 
of  John:  “Life  is  manifested  .  .  . 
We  beheld  his  glory  .  .  .  now  we 
are  the  Sons  of  God  .  .  .  and  this  is 
the  Victory  that  overcometh  the 
world,  even  our  faith.” 

Then  the  echo  ceases.  The  Bible 
is  finished. 

“Who  is  the  man  who  spoke  such 
words  and  lived  such  a  life,  who 
set  the  echoes  ringing?  And  again 
we  ask,  ‘What  is  then  in  the  Bible? 
What  is  the  significance  of  the  re¬ 
markable  line  from  Abraham  to 
Christ?  What  of  the  chorus  of 
prophets  and  apostles?  And  what 
is  the  burden  of  their  song?  What 
is  the  one  truth  that  these  voices 
evidently  all  desire  to  announce, 
each  in  his  own  tone,  each  in  his 
own  way?  What  lies  between  the 


35  States  Observe 
Youth  Temperance 
Week  Officially 

Chicago,  Illinois — One  of  the  most 
interesting  developments  in  the 
field  of  temperance  education  in 
recent  years  is  this  year  reaching  a 
peak  of  widespread  observance  un¬ 
der  friendly  and  official  recognition 
of  governors  of  35  states  across  the 
U.S.A. 

The  unique  feature  of  these 
planned  youth  week  programs  is 
the  friendly  and  official  cooperation 
accorded  by  governors  in  nearly 
every  state  where  these  Weeks  are 
being  contemplated. 

West  Virginia  will  make  its  12th 
annual  observance,  while  other 
states  announing  similar  official 
recognition  are  Alaska,  Arizona, 
Colorado,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maine,  Maryland,.  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  North  Da¬ 
kota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island, 
South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Wisconsin. 


strange  statement,  In  the  beginning 
God  created  the  heaven  and  the 
earth,  and  the  equally  strange  cry 
of  longing,  Even  so  come,  Lord 
Jesus!  What  is  there  behind  all  this, 
that  labors  for  expression?”  .  .  . 

.  .  .  “Within  the  Bible  there  is  a 
strange  new  world,  the  world  of 
God.” 

V.  Final  Conclusion 

Ask  me  as  you  have,  “What  Au¬ 
thority  does  the  Bible  have  for  me 
as  a  Preacher?”  It  has  the  account 
of  the  power  to  change  my  life  .  .  . 
to  make  of  me  a  new  creature  and 
then  to  continue  this  new  creation 
in  Grace.  And  from  the  power  of  a 
changed  life  I  confess  God  has  done 
it  as  The  Bible  has  witnessed  to  it! 

Standing  then  a  new  creature 
where  else  may  I  turn  but  to  the 
written  confession  and  proclama¬ 
tion  of  God  that  this  has  happened 
also  to  others  and  will  so  continue 
to  happen  so  long  as  God  chooses 
to  continue  to  use  “the  foolishness 
of  preaching.” 

The  Bible  has  the  promise  that 
through  the  account  it  contains  has 
been  revealed  the  one  thing  that 
cannot  be  overthrown  .  .  .  God’s  love 
and  this  is  for  me.  And  I  know  this. 
Love  for  it  has  saved  me.  I  know 
the  Bible  promises  to  be  true  for 
I  have  claimed,  them  and  find  them 
so. 

Ultimately  then,  the  authority  of 
Scripture  rests  for  me  upon  the  fact 
that  I  have  found  it  to  be  true  in  my 
own  life  and  that  the  Truth  has 
freed  me  as  was  promised,  and  that 
this  freedom  is  witnessed  to  by 
others. 


through  natural  and  moral  laws.” 
Both  schools  and  out-of-door  camps 
will  encourage  the  youngsters  to 
participate  in  the  planning  as  well 
as  the  carrying  out  of  their  activi¬ 
ties. 

In  addition  to  the  schools,  about 
6,000  church  camps  and  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  conferences  will  be  held  by 
denominations  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education. 

Schools  usually  run  from  two  to 
four  weeks,  occasionally  longer,  and 
operate  in  both  urban  and  rural 
areas.  They  are  staffed  by  more 
than  a  million  lay  teachers  who 
volunteer  each  summer. 

The  National  Council  reports  that 
the  number  of  day  camps  is  increas¬ 
ing  rapidly  and  family  vacation 
church  schools  are  being  developed 
for  the  afternoons  so  all  members 
of  the  family  can  attend  together. 

Miss  Olive  Sparling  of  Toronto, 
chairman  of  the  Summertime  Ac¬ 
tivities  Committee,  says,  “What  a 
youngster  experiences  and  likes  in 
these  groups  may  determine  his  be¬ 
havior  away  from  the  groups.  Boys 
and  girls  often  recognize  their  own 
problems  in  vacation  church  school 
discussions  and  apply  the  group 
answer  to  themselves.” 

An  estimated  40,000  teachers  have 
attended  special  training  programs 
for  vacation  camp  leaders  conducted 
this  spring  by  approximately  20 
state  councils  of  churches  and  50 
city  councils  across  the  country. 
Also,  interdenominational  leader¬ 
ship  training  camps  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  the  help  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  Committee  on 
Camps  and  Conferences.  Many  de¬ 
nominations,  likewise,  have  held 
training  sessions  for  camp  leaders 
and  provided  training  for  vacation 
church  school  teachers. 


Older  Adults  in 
Christian  Fellowship 

“The  church  of  today  is  here  be¬ 
cause  of  your  loyalty  over  the  years 
— a  loyalty  that  must  go  on  and  on, 
Christian  love  in  this  larger  family: 
the  family  of  God.” 

Recognition  of  the  place  of  the 
older  adult  in  the  church  and  “to 
bring  older  adults  into  an  experi¬ 
ence  in  Christian  fellowship  that 
will  enrich  their  lives  and  win  them 
for  Christ  and  His  Church”  are 
high  among  the  aims  of  the  booklet 
Join  With  Older  Adults  in  Christian 
Fellowship  (4310-B).  The  quoted 
portions  above  are  taken  from  the 
booklet. 

This  and  the  companion  booklet, 
Starting  an  Older  Adult  Group  in 
Your  Church  (431 1-B),  may  be  ord¬ 
ered  from  the  Service  Department, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see. 


MAY  21,  1959 


Page  Thirteen 


Five  Methodists 
On  “Year  of 
Study  Abroad” 

Five  Methodist  college  students 
will  study  in  four  universities  out¬ 
side  the  continental  United  States 
for  the  1959-60  school  year  under 
a  new  international  study  program 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  and  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  students,  four  girls  and  a 
boy,  are  the  first  to  be  chosen  to 
participate  in  the  “Year  of  Study 
Abroad”  program,  which  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  fall  of  1958.  Each  of 
the  students  will  begin  their  aca¬ 
demic  year  abroad  this  fall. 

The  “Year  of  Study  Abroad”  stu¬ 
dents  are: 

Miss  Carolyn  Mork,  109  West 
Ninth  Avenue,  Worthington,  Minne¬ 
sota,  who  will  study  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  in 
Tokyo,  Japan.  She  was  a  student  at 
Hamline  University,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
this  year. 

Robert  M.  Stoppert,  3804  Jeffer¬ 
son  street,  Midland,  Mich.,  who  also 
will  study  at  ICU.  He  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Albion  College,  Albion, 
Mich.,  this  year. 

Miss  Rebecca  Williams,  Edwall, 
Wash.,  who  will  study  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mexico  in  Mexico  City. 
She  was  a  student  at  Eastern  Wash¬ 
ington  College  at  Cheney  this  year. 

Miss  Winifred  Lowsma,  417  Rust 
avenue,  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  who  will 
study  at  the  University  of  Hawaii 
in  Honolulu.  She  was  a  student  at 
Ferris  Institute  in  Big  Rapids  this 
year. 

Miss  Frances  Arrowood,  rural 
route  No.  4,  Union,  S.  C.,  who  will 
study  at  Isabella  Thoburn  College 
in  Lucknow,  India.  She  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Winthrop  College,  Rock 
Hill,  S.  C.,  this  year. 

Each  of  the  students  was  selected 
after  careful  screening  by  the  Of¬ 
fices  of  Student  Work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of  Missions  in 
New  York.  The  Offices  of  Student 
Work  administer  the  “Year  of  Study 
Abroad”  program  in  cooperation 
with  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment,  the  national  organization  for 
Methodist  college  students. 

The  new  international  program  is 
designed  primarily  for  undergradu¬ 
ate  students  and  to  be  eligible  for 
consideration,  the  student  must  have 
completed  the  sophomore  year,  says 
the  Rev.  R.  C.  Singleton,  a  director 
of  student  work  for  the  Board  of 
Missions. 

“The  students  selected  to  study 
abroad  will  seek  to  learn  from 
studying  in  a  different  culture,” 
Mr.  Singleton  says.  “They  will  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  and  witness  to  Jesus  Christ 
in  a  practical  manner  as  they  live 
in  the  university  environment. 
While  sharing  his  own  life  and  ex¬ 
perience,  the  student  will  continue 
to  grow  and  learn  from  all  that 
goes  on  in  his  new  surroundings.” 

Each  student  is  responsible  for 
financing  his  own  travel,  study  and 
living  expenses,  as  the  Board  of 
Missions  does  not  have  scholarship 
funds  for  the  program,  Mr.  Single- 
ton  explains. 

“We  plan  to  continue  the  ‘Year 
of  Study  Abroad’  program  during 
the  1960-61  academic  year,”  he  says. 
“We  hope  that  10  students  instead 
of  five  may  participate  and  that 
two  or  three  more  schools  may  be 
added,  perhaps  a  university  in  the 
Philippines  and  another  in  India.” 


Attitude  of  Little  Rock  Woman  Toward 
Japanese  Changes  After  Daughter’s  Birth 

CHICAGO  —  Battalions  of  babies  are  what  State  Department  emis¬ 
saries  need  on  good-will  tours  of  Asia,  according  to  Mrs.  Alan  Cazort  of 
5117  Edgewood  Road  in  Little  Rock  in  the  June  issue  of  TOGETHER,  the 
midmonth  Methodist  magazine  for  families. 

Her  copyrighted  article,  based  on  the  experiences  of  her  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mimi  Cazort  Taylor,  and  written  in  the  first  person  under  the  pen- 
name  “Meriwether  Mack,”  tells  how  the  birth  of  her  granddaughter  changed 
her  daughter’s  conception  of  and  her  relationship  with  the  Japanese  people. 
During  the  occupation  of  Japan  by  American  troops,  the  Taylors  were 
stationed  in  Tokyo  while  he  was  attached  to  the  Psychological  Warfare 
Division  of  the  Army. 


2,000  Decisions 
Are  Made  in 
Elis  abe  thv  ille 

Methodists  in  Elisabethville,  the 
second  largest  city  in  the  Belgian 
Congo,  are  evaluating  the  results  of 
a  three-month  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paign,  in  which  more  than  2,000 
persons  made  “decisions  for  Christ” 
for  the  first  time. 

The  campaign,  which  was  a  proj¬ 
ect  of  the  Southern  Congo  Annual 
Conference,  was  climaxed  on  Easter 
Sunday,  March  29,  by  a  mass  Prot¬ 
estant  rally  attended  by  more  than 
9,000  persons.  Such  an  attendance 
was  considered  unusual  for  a  Prot¬ 
estant  service  in  Elisabethville,  a 
mining  and  industrial  center  of 
130,000.  Held  in  a  large  public  am¬ 
phitheater  on  a  hot  day,  the  service 
was  keynoted  by  an  evangelistic 
sermon  by  Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth, 
Methodist  bishop  of  the  Congo. 

An  account  of  the  intensive  evan¬ 
gelistic  effort  in  this  “Land  of  De¬ 
cision”  has  been  given  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Cloyd  of  Donelson,  Tenn., 
a  missionary  and  the  Methodist 
news  correspondent  for  the  south¬ 
ern  Congo.  Mr.  Cloyd  wrote  that 
more  than  4,000  visits  were  made 
to  the  homes  of  non-Christians  and 
that  “the  results  of  the  campaign 
are  still  pouring  in  as  people  stream 
into  the  churches  at  an  increasing 
rate  each  week.” 

Mr.  Cloyd’s  report  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  follows: 

“After  much  planning  by  the 
Evangelism  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Congo  Annual  Conference, 
the  big  week  finally  arrived.  From 
every  mission  station  in  the  con¬ 
ference  came  a  missionary  and  an 
African  pastor  to  hold  a  week  of 
evangelistic  services  in  Elisabeth¬ 
ville  on  the  week  before  Easter. 
The  main  emphasis  centered  around 
three  phases  of  evangelism. 

" Personal  Evangelism — From  Jan¬ 
uary  until  Passion  Week,  the  pas¬ 
tors  of  our  six  churches  in  Elisa¬ 
bethville  and  their  various  commit¬ 
tees  on  visitation  made  over  4,000 
visits  to  homes  of  non-Christians 
and  talked  with  them  about  Christ. 
If  the  visits  did  not  result  in  a  de¬ 
cision,  the  people  were  invited  to 
attend  the  special  services  of  the 
Passion  Week. 

“Prayer  Evangelism — Each  mor¬ 
ning  at  5:30,  a  special  service  of 
prayer  was  held  at  each  of  our 
churches.  The  people  passed  by 
their  churches  before  work  each 
morning  and  prayed  that  Christ 
might  be  raised  anew  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  Elisabethville. 
These  services  were  well  attended 
and  one  could  feel  the  unity  of 
effort  as  we  united  in  true  prayer. 

“Preaching  Evangelism — Distrib¬ 
uted  among  our  churches  for  the 
special  services  were  missionaries 
and  African  pastors  from  all  over 
the  conference,  uniting  in  an  effort 


The  Japanese  love  for  children  is 
proverbial.  Mrs.  Taylor  and  her 
husband  had  become  accustomed  to 
cold  hostility  at  the  sight  of  his 
uniform.  After  Anna’s  birth,  they 
marveled  at  the  friendly  yellow 
faces  that  crowded  about  the  baby 
wherever  they  took  her. 

That  was  especially  true  when 
Mrs.  Taylor  took  the  baby  out  in 
her  perambulator  for  a  ride  around 
the  block.  It  was  noticeable,  too, 
when  she  stopped  in  the  stalls  of 
the  market  district  and  met  other 
mothers  with  their  children.  Before 
an  interested  audience,  the  woman 
invariably  exchanged  compliments 
about  their  respective  baby-chans. 
It  was  the  kind  of  friendly  gossip 
one  can  find  in  any  super-market 
in  the  States. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  the 
change  in  her  relationship  with  the 
Japanese.  It  was  hastened  by  shar¬ 
ing  the  living  quarters  of  an  elderly 
couple,  the  Sumis. 

One  night,  Mrs.  Sumi  invited 
Mrs.  Taylor  down  to  look  at  the 
family  photographs.  They  sat  on  the 
floor  under  the  tokonoma  and  drank 
coffee,  a  concession  to  Mrs.  Taylor’s 
western  taste.  Mrs.  Taylor  exclaimed 
politely  over  the  pictures  of  Mr. 
Sumi  as  a  handsome  young  naval 
officer,  in  full  regalia  of  medals  and 
sword;  over  Mrs.  Sumi  holding  her 
baby  son. 

Then  Mrs.  Sumi  handed  Mrs.  Tay¬ 
lor  a  picture  of  Kuno,  taken  the 
day  before  he  died.  There  he  stood, 
in  his  aviator’s  uniform,  laughing 
beside  his  doomed  plane,  his  dark 
eyes  exactly  like  his  mother’s.  To 
Mrs.  Taylor’s  own  chagrin,  she 
broke  into  uncontrollable  weeping. 

She  wept  for  the  boys  on  both 
sides;  for  the  May  Day  riots  and  the 
“Go  Home,  Yank”  slogans;  for  the 
nuclear  tests,  and  trade  embargoes; 
for  the  need  to  commandeer  rice 
fields  in  an  impoverished  country 
for  our  jet  bases;  for  Japanese  dens¬ 
ity  in  failing  to  understand  the 
goodwill  behind  our  loud  voices  and 
lavish  expenditures. 

Mrs.  Sumi,  rocking  Anna  on  the 
floor,  gazed  at  Mrs.  Taylor  word¬ 
lessly.  But  from  that  moment,  there 
was  complete  understanding  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Concludes  Mrs.  Cazort:  “Living  as 
we  do  in  an  atmosphere  of  contin¬ 
uous  propaganda  I  understand  St. 
Paul’s  assertion  that  there  are  many 
voices  in  the  world.  Why  cannot  the 
voices  of  all  the  quiet,  peace-loving 
peoples  of  all  religions  lift  above  the 
general  cacophony?  Why  cannot  the 
laughter  of  children  be  heard  above 
the  harangues  of  diplomats  and  the 
clash  of  armaments? 

“Perhaps  it  would  be  well  if  our 
State  Department  emissaries,  on 
their  next  good-will  tour  of  Asia, 
took  with  them  a  battalion  —  of 
babies.” 


to  call  the  second  largest  city  in 
the  Congo  to  Christ.  During  the 
week,  over  2,000  people  accepted 
Christ  for  the  first  time. 


Modern  David 
Takes  on  Russia 
As  Goliath 

There’s  a  new  David  in  our  land 
going  out  to  defeat  Goliath. 

David  Benson,  ’58  graduate  of 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary,  Pasa¬ 
dena,  is  launching  his  attack  against 
Russia  single-handedly.  His  sling  is 
a  half-hour  radio  broadcast  entitled 
“Russia  for  Christ”  being  beamed 
daily  over  the  Voice  of  Tangiers. 
His  stones  are  messages  taken  from 
the  Word  of  God,  the  Bible. 

By  training  quietly,  Benson  has 
been  warming  up  for  this  battle  for 
ten  years.  He  studied  Russian  four 
years  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  Los  Angeles,  and  two  years 
graduate  work  in  Slavic  studies  at 
Harvard  University.  While  earning 
his  bachelor  of  divinity  degree  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary,  he  be¬ 
gan  testing  his  sling  by  preaching  in 
the  Russian  Baptist  Church  of  Hol¬ 
lywood. 

As  David  started  hurling  his  first 
shots  into  Russia  over  the  air  waves 
a  year  ago,  he  was  a  small,  solitary 
figure,  having  to  raise  on  his  own 
the  $75  a  week  it  took  to  put  his 
program  on  tape.  As  the  bravery  of 
this  modern  David — daring  to  stand 
before  the  hulking  strength  of  Rus¬ 
sia  with  his  little  sling — came  to  the 
attention  of  other  Christians,  an 
army  started  to  rally  behind  him. 
A  board  of  directors,  comprised  of 
leading  evangelical  Christians  in  the 
United  States,  joined  in  backing 
“Russia  for  Christ.”  They  are  Dr. 
Harold  John  Ockenga,  Dr.  Henriet¬ 
ta  Mears,  William  E.  Bright,  Ethel 
May  Baldwin,  Russell  O.  Guder,  and 
the  Reverend  Cyrus  N.  Nelson. 

Today,  David  Benson,  just  having 
returned  from  his  first  trip  to  Rus¬ 
sia,  is  preparing  to  throw  bigger 
shots  over  the  15,000,000  radio  sets 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  His  intention 
is  to  build  his  own  radio  station  and 
to  put  out  16  hours  of  Russian 
broadcasts  a  day.  Presently  work¬ 
ing  with  only  five  part-time  work¬ 
ers,  Benson  has  two  full-time  script 
writers,  two  full-time  engineers, 
two  program  directors,  two  secre¬ 
taries,  one  full-time  business  man¬ 
ager,  and  several  part-time  musi¬ 
cians,  all  ready  to  jump  into  the 
breech  as  funds  become  available. 

Present  programs  are  being  taped 
in  Hollywood  with  Russian-speak¬ 
ing  people  from  the  Los  Angeles 
area  taking  part. 

23  Methodists 
Visit  Africa 

Twenty-three  persons  left  New 
York  May  2  on  a  five-week  tour  of 
Methodist  mission  work  in  four  Af¬ 
rican  countries. 

The  group  of  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men  will  observe  .Methodist  evange¬ 
listic,  social,  educational  and  med¬ 
ical  work  in  Liberia,  the  Belgian 
Congo,  Southern  Rhodesia  and  the 
Union  of  South  Africa.  The  tour  is 
intended  to  give  the  participants  an 
insight  into  the  problems,  needs  and 
accomplishments  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  a  rapidly  changing  con¬ 
tinent.  The  tour  was  scheduled  as 
a  part  of  the  interdenominational 
mission  study  on  Africa,  in  which 
Methodists  and  other  Protestants 
are  engaged  this  year. 

The  tour  is  sponsored  by  two 
divisions  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions — the  Division  of  World 
Missions,  and  the  Joint  Section  of 
Education  and  Cultivation. 
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Obituaries 

CLEMENTS — Randel  L.  Clements,  a 
member  of  the  Oakland  Methodist 
Church  of  Holland,  Arkansas,  passed 
away  April  25,  1959.  Mr.  Clements 
was  superintendent  of  the  Oakland 
Methodist  Church  School  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

His  life  was  a  living  testimony  of 
his  love  for  his  Master. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  2:00 
p.m.,  April  27,  1959  at  the  Oakland 
Methodist  Church  and  burial  was  in 
Oakland  Cemetery.  His  pastor,  Rev. 
Tom  English,  assisted  by  Rev.  James 
Beal,  officiated. 

Mr.  Clements  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Clements;  three 
sons  James  M.  Clements,  stationed 
with  the  Army  in  Germany;  Dale 
and  Leon  Clements,  Holland;  a 
granddaughter,  Loretta  Elaine  Cle¬ 
ments  of  Germany;  his  father,  T.  F. 
Clements,  Conway;  four  brothers; 
and  two  sisters. 


SANDEFER — Martha  Angelina  San- 
defer,  daughter  of  the  late  Jackson 
and  Sophia  Nicholson,  died  at  St. 
Bernards  Hospital,  Jonesboro,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  March  18,  1959  at  the  age  of 
82  years,  2  months  and  10  days.  She 
was  born  in  Sharp  County  near  Ash 
Flat,  Arkansas  on  January  8,  1877. 

She  was  united  in  marriage,  June 
2,  1895  to  M.  H.  Sandefer,  also  of 
Ash  Flat.  Her  companion  preceded 
her  in  death,  September  12,  1935. 

To  this  union  seven  children  were 
born.  Four  sons,  Floyd  and  Cleo  of 
Hughes;  Cecil  of  Bono;  and  the 
youngest  son,  Rev.  Joe  Sandefer, 
having  preceded  his  mother  in 
death,  December  24,  1953;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Ethel  Moore  and 
Mrs.  Reva  Patton,  both  of  Bono; 
and  Mrs.  Cora  Lamb  of  Sedgwick. 

Others  surviving  are  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Lucy  Bristow,  Ash  Flat;  and 
three  brothers,  Dennis  Nicholson, 
Mammoth  Springs;  A.  J.  Nicholson, 
Walnut  Ridge;  and  Walker  Nichol¬ 
son,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  Nineteen 
grandchildren,  fort  y-s  i  x  great 
grandchildren  and  seven  great  great 
grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Sandefer  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  67 
years. 

Services  were  held  Friday,  March 
20,  at  2:30  p.m.  at  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Methodist  Church,  conducted  by 
Rev.  Elvis  Wright,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Lester  N.  Nance.  Burial  followed  in 
Pleasant  Hill  Cemetery. 

Pallbearers  were  George  Simpson, 
Lelon  Fielder,  Albert  Smith,  Ellery 
Patton,  Halys  Cathey  and  Lelon 
Wiles. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Appointment  as  the  “executive 
officer”  of  the  entire  40-million 
world-wide  Anglican  communion, 
whose  titular  head  is  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  by  an  American,  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Stephen  F.  Bayne,  Jr.,  bishop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Olympia,  Wash.  The  new  post,  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  Lambeth  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Anglican  Communion’s 
bishops,  will  have  two  central  re¬ 
sponsibilities:  one  to  the  “Advisory 
Council  of  Missionary  Strategy” 
(the  Anglican  Communion’s  central 
planning  group  for  its  missionary 
work);  and  to  the  “Consultative 
Body  of  the  Lambeth  Conference,” 
which  functions  during  the  ten-year 
intervals  between  Lambeth  Confer¬ 
ences  as  an  executive  and  planning 
body.  Bishop  Bayne  will  also  have 
oversight  of  the  Episcopal  Church’s 
eleven  congregations  in  Europe. 


The  Methodist  Church  in  South¬ 
ern  Asia  (India)  has  commissioned 
and  is  sending  its  first  missionary 
couple  to  Sarawak  on  the  Island  of 
Borneo.  They  are  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Terence  Joseph.  Mr.  Joseph  is  an 

JONES — Rev.  Harry  Pierce  Jones,  a 
retired  missionary  of  the  Methodist 
Church  to  Japan,  died  on  April  9, 
in  Republic,  Missouri.  He  was  79 
years  of  age,  and  had  been  retired 
since  1942.  Born  in  Bronaugh,  Mo., 
and  educated  at  Morrisville  College, 
Vanderbilt  University,  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Jones  had 
first  gone  to  Japan  in  1908.  His 
ministry,  as  pastor  and  educator, 
was  in  Hiroshima  and  Kobe.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Southwest 
Missouri  Conference.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  six  sons,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 


*  FOR  SALE  ★ 

•  5-Gallon  Commercial 
Coffee  Urn 

•  Kitchen  Aid  Mixer 

(9-Speeds)  With  Two  1-Gallon  Bowls 

Both  items  suitable  for  church 
kitchen.  Items  purchased  for 
Moore's  Cafeteria,  but  never  used. 

New  Cost  $315.00.  $100 

Will  sell  to  church  for  IwU 
Contact  MRS.  MERLIN  MOORE, 

FR  4-3139  or  Write  to 
1807  Battery,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  ANNUAL  PROGRAM 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

12:10  P.  M. — Adjournment 

12:30  P.  M. — Directors  of  Christian  Education,  Luncheon.  Kappen's 
Airport  Restaurant 

5:00  P.  M. — Tea  honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin.  Home  of  Mrs.  Ed.  E. 

Hurley,  3954  Fairfield  Avenue,  a  member  of  Board  of 

Trustees  of  Centenary  College 
7:30  P.  M. — Service  of  Ordination,  First  Methodist  Church 

Speaker  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 

"Workmen  Approved" 

Friday,  May  29.  1959 

7:00  A.  M. — Morning  Prayer,  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
8:30  A.  M. — Devotion 

9:00  A.  M. — Report  of  World  Service  and  Finance  Commission 
9:25  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Christian  Vocations 
9:40  A.  M. — Report  on  Louisiana  Methodist  and  Methodist  Information 

9:55  A.  M. — Report  of  Publishing  Committee,  World  Outlook  and  Together 

10:10  A.  M. — Report  of  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
10:30  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 
10:50  A.  M. — Report  on  District  Records 
10:55  A.  M. — Report  of  Commission  on  Entertainment 

11:10  A.  M _ Announcements 

11:25  A.  M. — Reading  of  Appointments 


evangelist,  and  Mrs.  Joseph  is 
trained  in  public  health  nursing. 


“No  aspect  of  Congo  life  is  chang¬ 
ing  faster  than  the  life  of  its  girls,” 
says  Miss  Dorothy  Gilbert,  R.N.,  of 
Pittston,  Pa.,  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Belgian 
Congo,  Africa.  “There  are  still  thou¬ 
sands  of  women  who  cannot  read 
nor  write,  who  are  ‘sold’’  into  early 
marriages  and  are  treated  thereafter 
as  not  much  better  than  a  work 
animal.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  this  term  four  girls  in  the  second 
year  of  the  Teacher  Training  School 


CHURCH  PEWS 


At 

A 

Price 


Any  Church  Can  Afford 
Wrile  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Phone  246 


Booneville,  Ark. 


at  Wembo  Nyama,  and  four  in  the 
Nurse- Aid  School.  The  first  two 
graduates  of  the  Home  Economic 
School  have  begun  to  teach  in  that 
school,  and  two  nurse-aid  graduates 
are  taking  their  new  responsibilities 
very  seriously.  Parents  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  realize  the  value  of  an  edu¬ 
cation  for  their  girls.  Only  a  few 
years  ago,  Girls’  Home  workers  had 
to  scour  the  countryside,  persuad¬ 
ing  parents  to  send  their  girls  in. 
This  year  there  are  over  130  girls 
crowded  into  space  for  100  in  both 
the  Lodja  and  Wembo  Nyama  home, 
and  dozens  were  turned  away  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  funds  and  facilities. 

People  60  to  80 

If  You  Will  Simply  Send  Us 
Your  Name  And  Address  .  .  . 

.  .  .  we  will  explain  how  you  can 
still  apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance 
policy  to  help  take  care  of  final  ex¬ 
penses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  can  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  obliga¬ 
tion  of  any  kind.  No  one  will  call 
on  you. 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year  of 
birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept.  L1707C,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri. 


Little  Rock's  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 


W 


RHE  BEE  3 


You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 
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*  CAPITOL  AVENUE  AT  CENTER  • 


LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 


MAY  21,  1959 
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Report  To  Annual  Conference  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 

Commission  On 
Minimum  Salaries 


Including  Recommendations  for  1959-60 


r[E  following  is  a  review  of  the 
accomplishments  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Minimum  Salaries 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  first  three  years  of 
the  1956-60  quadrennium: 

First  Year 

During  the  first  of  the  quadren¬ 
nium —  1956-57  —  a  total  of  thirty- 
nine  pastors  received  assistance, 
which  totaled  $16,956.00.  At  that 
time  the  minimum  salary  schedule 
was  $2100.00  for  single  pastors  and 
$3000.00  a  year  for  married  pastors. 
The  maximum  grant  of  assistance 
to  a  pastor  was  $500.00. 

The  next  year  additional  grants, 
which  could  come  to  a  total  of 
$400.00,  were  added  to  the  minimum 
salary  schedule.  These  additional 
grants  gave  help  to  pastors  with 
children  and  pastors  serving  cir¬ 
cuits. 

Second  Year 

The  second  year  of  the  quadren- 
rium,  thirty-eight  pastors  received 
assistance,  which  totaled,  $16,431.34. 
The  pastors  receiving  assistance 
during  this  second  year,  served 
sixty-four  churches  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  thirty  children 
are  in  the  families  receiving  assis¬ 
tance. 

This  Year 

The  present  year  of  the  quadren¬ 
nium,  a  total  of  forty-nine  pastors 
are  receiving  assistance,  which  will 
amount  to,  approximately,  $34, 
000.00.  The  minimum  salary  sched¬ 
ule  has  been  raised  to  $3000.00  for 
single  ministers  and  $3600.00  for 
married  pastors.  $400.00  additional 
grants  may  be  given  above  the 
minimum  salary  schedule. 

Maximum  help  given  a  single 
minister  this  year  is  $1200.00.  Pas¬ 
tors  receiving  assistance  are  serv¬ 
ing  one  hundred  and  two  churches 
of  the  Conference  and  fifty-nine 
children  are  in  the  families  receiv¬ 
ing  assistance.  Of  the  forty-nine 
pastors  this  year,  forty-two  are 
married  and  seven  are  single. 

For  Next  Year 

The  following  is  the  proposed  re¬ 
port  of  the  Commission  on  Mini¬ 
mum  Salaries  to  be  presented  to 
the  Annual  Conference  for  the 
coming  Conference  Year: 

PROPOSED  REPORT  OF  THE 
COMMISSION  ON  MINIMUM 
SALARIES  FOR  1959-1960 

We,  your  Commission  on  Mini¬ 
mum  Salaries,  hereby  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  support  of  the 
Minimum  Salary  Fund.  This  fund 
has  not  only  rendered  invaluable 
service  to  recipient  pastors  and 
charges,  but  also  has  been  a  vital 
factor  in  expanding  the  service  of 
Methodism  throughout  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 

The  Purpose  of  Program 
We  would  like  to  present  to  you 
the  purpose  of  the  Minimum  Sal¬ 


ary  Fund.  The  Fund  is  a  brother¬ 
hood  fund  provided  by  the  minis¬ 
ters  and  churches  of  the  Conference. 
The  Commission  on  Minimum  Sal¬ 
aries  is  to  study  the  needs  for  addi¬ 
tional  ministerial  support  within  the 
Conference  and  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  how  these  needs  will  be 
met.  In  accordance  with  provisions 
of  paragraph  826  of  the  1956  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  minimum  salary  fund  is 
to  be  used  in  addition  to  other  sup¬ 
plemental  aid  or  income  from  other 
sources  to  bring  the  total  family 
income  of  a  minister  to  the  mini¬ 
mum  salary  schedule  for  that  pas¬ 
tor.  The  Commission  on  Minimum 
Salaries  helps  to  provide  a  living 
support  for  those  whose  charges  do 
not  pay  the  minimum  salary  sched¬ 
ule  set  by  the  Conference.  We  find 
that  as  the  minimum  salary  is  ad¬ 
vance,  the  charges  are  challenged 
to  raise  to  that  level. 

Looking  To  Future 

We  ardently  hope  that  the  day 
may  come  when  a  permanent  en¬ 
dowment  may  be  established 
through  wills  and  legacies,  so  that 
a  more  adequate  ministry  may  be 
provided  the  charges  of  our  Confer¬ 
ence  in  future  years.  We  feel  our 
endeavor  should  be  to  promote  more 
fairly  and  generously  the  economic 
welfare  of  all  pastors  and  reduce  to 
a  minimum  the  tensions  of  an  in¬ 
adequate  income.  Methodist  people 
are  always  ready  to  rise  to  meet 
any  legitimate  appeal  and  we  feel 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  response 
of  our  churches  and  ministers  in 
this  work  of  brotherly  love  and 
concern. 

We  greatly  appreciate  the  able  as¬ 
sistance  rendered  the  commission 
this  quadrennium  by  the  Cabinet 
Representative,  Dr.  J.  T.  Harris,, 
and  we  sincerely  commend  our 
faithful  and  competent  Conference 
Treasurer,  Rev.  J.  E.  Hearn,  for  his 
efficient  management  of  the  funds 
of  this  commission. 

We,  your  Commission  on  Mini¬ 
mum  Salaries,  wish  to  make  the 
following  recommendations  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  provisions  of  para¬ 
graph  826  of  the  1956  Discipline  of 
the  Methodist  Church: 

I.  Plan  of  Appointments  for 
Minimum  Salary  Fund: 

1.  That  every  minister  in  full  con¬ 
nection  with  annuity  claims,  on 
trial,  and  all  approved  supplies,  be 
assessed  an  amount  equal  to  the 
one  percent  of  each  minister’s  base 
salary. 

2.  That  every  church  pay  an 
amount  equal  to  one  percent  of  its 
minister’s  base  salary,  or  amount 
apportioned  by  the  Commission  on 
World  Service  and  Finance. 

3.  That  all  payments  be  made  to 
the  Conference  Treasurer  with  def¬ 
inite  statement  whether  paid  by  the 
church  or  the  pastor. 


II.  Standards  of  Eligibility  for 
Minimum  Salary  Assistance: 

1.  All  members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  and  those  on  trial,  along 
with  all  approved  supplies,  shall  be 
eligible  to  share  in  the  Minimum 
Salary  Fund. 

2.  A  charge,  at  the  close  of  each 
year,  must  increase  its  pastor’s  sal¬ 
ary  a  minimum  of  five  percent  to 
continue  to  be  eligible  for  minimum 
salary  assistance.  (Exceptions  can 
be  made  for  a  pastoral  charge, 
where  this  increase  would  be  a 
real  hardship,  only  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Cabinet). 

3.  A  pastor  receiving  minimum 
salary  assistance  is  expected  to  do 
everything  possible  to  have  his 
charge  conduct  an  annual  every- 
member  canvass  in  accordance  with 
standards  set  by  the  Commission  on 
Minimum  Salaries  and  to  carry  out 
a  stewardship  program  as  proposed 
by  the  General  Conference. 

4.  A  charge  must  use  lesson  ma¬ 
terials  approved  by  the  Methodist 
Church  to  receive  minimum  salary 
assistance. 

5.  To  receive  minimum  assistance 
for  the  Conference  Year  of  1959-60, 
pastors  shall  have  paid  the  required 
one  percent  for  the  Conference 
Year  of  1958-59  into  the  Minimum 
Salary  Fund  not  later  than  May  15, 
1959. 

III.  The  Minimum  Salaries 
Schedule: 

1.  There  shall  be  a  basic  mini¬ 
mum  salaries  schedule  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  Year  of  1959-60  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  cost-of-living  index 
as  follows: 

A.  Pastor  without  dependents, 
who  serves  full-time  and  lives 
on  the  charge,  $3,000.00. 

B.  A  married  pastor  who  serves 
full-time  and  lives  on  the 
charge,  $3,600.00. 

C.  A  student  pastor  without  de¬ 
pendents  who  does  not  live 
on  the  charge,  $2,400.00. 

D.  A  married  student  pastor  who 
does  not  live  on  the  charge, 
$3,000.00. 

2.  Additional  grants,  up  to  a 
maximum  of  $400.00,  shall  be  paid 
as  follows: 

A.  $100.00  for  each  dependent 
child. 

B.  $100.00  for  each  additional 
church  on  a  circuit. 

3.  These  amounts  shall  be  paid 
monthly  on  the  basis  of  funds 
available  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Conference  Year  and  in  event  of 
insufficient  funds,  appropriations 
will  be  made  on  a  pro  rata  basis. 
The  commission  requests  the  power 
to  increase  the  minimum  salaries 
appropriations  if  sufficient  funds 
are  available. 

4.  In  computing  minimum  salar¬ 
ies,  the  total  family  income  from 
all  sources  shall  be  counted  as  a 
pastor’s  support. 

5.  The  maximum  amount  to  be 


provided  by  the  Commission  on 
Minimum  Salaries  for  a  pastoral 
charge,  will  be  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  25  percent  of  both  salary 
and  expense  fund  paid  by  the 
charge  and  no  charge  shall  share 
in  the  Minimum  Salary  Fund  which 
pays  less  than  $2,000.00  for  both 
salary  and  expense  fund.  Special 
exception  to  this  rule  may  be  made 
for  new  projects  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  commission. 

IV.  Procedure  for  Receiving 
Minimum  Salary  Assistance: 

1.  As  soon  as  feasible,  after  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendents  shall  furnish  a  list 
of  pastors  who  receive  $4,200.00,  or 
less,  to  the  Secretary  of  Minimum 
Salaries  Commission.  This  informa¬ 
tion  shall  include  the  pastor’s  ad¬ 
dress  and  his  total  income  from  all 
church  sources,  with  exception  of 
minimum  salary  assistance. 

2.  Each  pastor  listed  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendents  will  be  sup¬ 
plied  an  information  sheet  which 
must  be  properly  filled  out  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mission  before  payments  may  be 
made  from  this  fund. 

Jack  Cooke,  Chairman 
Eskel  L.  Tatum,  Vice-Chairman 
Jimmie  J.  Carraway,  Secretary 

Quarles  Stressed 
Moral  Strength 
In  Last  Address 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Under¬ 
secretary  of  Defense  Donald  A. 
Quarles,  in  what  was  destined  to 
be  the  last  public  address  of  his 
career,  told  the  Military  Chaplains 
Association  of  the  United  States 
here  that  moral  strength  is  just  as 
necessary  as  weapons  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  ability  of  a  modern  army 
to  defend  the  nation. 

Mr.  Quarles  died  at  64  of  a  heart 
attack  only  48  hours  after  address¬ 
ing  the  chaplains  at  their  annual 
convention. 

His  last  speech  was  a  moving 
tribute  to  the  work  and  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  chaplains  in  America’s 
armed  forces. 

“The  military  strength  of  our 
uniformed  forces  and  the  spiritual 
strength  of  our  people  in  and  out 
of  uniform  are  inseparable  parts 
of  the  whole  national  security,”  he 
declared.  “When  one  looks  out 
across  the  landscape  in  this  atomic 
age  one  finds,  to  be  sure,  that  our 
security  is  based  on  the  trained 
and  ready  fighting  man  with  his 
ultra-modern  and  ultra-costly 
equipment,  but  one  also  finds  it  is 
based  on  the  spiritual  quality  this 
fighting  man  brings  to  his  assign¬ 
ment  —  his  loyalty,  devotion,  and 
steadfastness.” 

He  said  that  the  men  who  man 
the  missile  bases  and  stand  at  24- 
hour  readiness  “waiting  and  watch¬ 
ing  for  the  war  they  are  trying  to 
prevent  and  that  we  all  hope  and 
pray  will  never  come,  are  aware 
that  their  weapons  are  the  priority 
targets  for  enemy  attack  if  such  a 
thing  ever  comes. 

“Let  us  be  mindful  that  spiritual 
power  is  an  essential  and  basic  in¬ 
gredient  of  any  real  national  power 
for  peace,”  Mr.  Quarles  declared. 
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Baccalaureate 
Degrees  Are 
Conferred  on  138 

Baccalaureate  degrees  were  con¬ 
ferred  on  138  members  of  the  class 
of  1959  at  Centenary  College’s  134th 
commencement  ceremonies  Sunday 
evening. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  the 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Earhart  S.  Wagner,  vice  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and 
manager  of  its  Cedar  Grove  branch, 
was  honored  by  conferral  of  the 
Doctor  o f  Humanities  degree. 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting 
head  of  the  Bible  department,  pre¬ 
sented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harper  for  the 
degree  and  cited  him  as  “a  man  of 
proven  quality  who  will  enrich  the 
life  of  our  college  if  numbered 
among  those  holding  her  degree.” 
He  added  that  the  Methodist  leader 
“has  a  notable  record  of  service  to 
his  fellow  men  through  his  church 
and  many  other  worthy  organiza¬ 
tions.” 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  presented 
Wagner  for  the  degree,  citing  him 
for  his  international  humanitarian- 
ism  in  providing  a  “home  away 
from  home”  relationship  for  132 
young  people  from  virtually  every 
nation  and  from  many  sections  of 
the  United  States  during  the  past 
twenty  years.  Mrs.  Wagner  was 
escorted  to  the  platform  by  the 
marshall.  Dr.  E.  L.  Ford,  head  of 
the  department  of  modern  lang¬ 
uages,  to  see  her  husband  honored. 
A  number  of  the  “adopted  chil¬ 
dren”  of  the  Wagners  also  were 
present  for  the  ceremonies. 

The  following  students  received 
their  degrees  with  honors:  magna 
cum  laude,  Edward  John  Kozak, 
John  Richard  Raush  and  Jessica 
Jean  Warnlof,  all  of  Shreveport, 
and  Diane  Holloway  of  Dallas, 
Tex.;  cum  laude,  Marcella  Ree 
Flynt  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Torrance 
Edward  Kable,  Austin  Albert  Sar- 
tin  and  Bryan  Sparks, .  all  of 
Shreveport. 

President  Joe  J.  Mickle,  assisted 
by  Dean  Vogel,  conferred  the  hono¬ 
rary  and  baccalaureate  degrees. 
The  invocation  was  given  by  Dr.  E. 
M.  Clark,  head  of  the  English  de¬ 
partment,  and  the  benediction  by 
the  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary.  Dr. 
Charles  D.  Knight,  president  of  the 
Centenary  Alumni  Assn.,  inducted 
members  of  the  graduating  class 
into  membership  in  that  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Principal  speaker  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  ceremonies  was  Dr. 
Robert  W.  French,  director  of  the 
Port  of  New  Orleans,  former  vice 
president  of  Tulane  University  and 
active  Methodist  lay  leader  in  New 
Orleans.  He  spoke  on  the  topic, 
(Continued  on  page  12) 


Shown  above,  I  to  r,  are  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  of  Logansport,  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock,  and  Tracy  Boutlier  of  Shreveport,  at  the 
dedication  services  of  a  recently  completed  home  for  a  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  in  Shreveport.  The  home  was  dedicated  in  appro¬ 
priate  services  on  last  Friday  afternoon,  May  22,  at  the  home. 

The  home  was  constructed  with  funds  provided  by  the  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Home  program  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  It  will  be  occupied  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  D.  Watson.  Rev.  Mr.  Watson  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  He  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  been  residing  in  Ruston, 
occupying  one  of  the  units  there  provided  by  the  conference  program. 

Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  is  chairman  of  the  program's  Board  of  Managers; 
Mr.  Boutlier  was  the  builder  for  the  David  Moore  Construction  Company 
of  Shreveport;  Bishop  Martin  led  the  dedication  services.  The  picture  shows 
Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  making  the  final  payment  to  Mr.  Boutlier,  who  in  turn 
is  presenting  keys  to  the  new  home. 

The  new  residence  is  located  at  3726  Judson  Street  and  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $13,466  including  cost  of  real  estate.  Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  announced 
at  the  service  that  another  home  will  be  constructed  next  spring  on  the 
property.  He  also  revealed  that  a  home  will  be  constructed  at  Alexandria 
or  Pineville  next  year,  the  gift  of  Miss  Rosa  Mixer  of  Shreveport.  The  next 
home  in  Shreveport  will  serve  as  conference  headquarters  for  the  Retired 
Ministers  Home  program,  and  will  be  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grambling 
who  expect  to  retire  at  the  1960  annual  conference  session.  This  home  is 
also  a  gift,  with  the  donor  not  being  identified  at  the  present. 

Other  officers  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  of  Managers  in¬ 
clude  Charles  N.  White  of  Alexandria,  vice-chairman;  J.  R.  Russell  of 
Shreveport,  secretary;  and  Mike  John,  Jr.,  of  Monroe,  treasurer.  The  pro¬ 
gram  has  previously  provided  two  duplex  homes  in  Ruston. 


Rural  Church,  Land 
Shown  Tied  Together 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS) — Produc¬ 
tivity  of  the  land  is  a  good  barom¬ 
eter  of  the  prosperity  of  a  rural 
church  and  the  extent  to  which  its 
members  participate  in  its  pro¬ 
gram,  a  survey  of  155  rural  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  revealed. 

Made  in  the  South  Carolina 
Methodist  Conference,  the  survey 
showed  that  82  churches  in  “poor- 
land”  areas  had  a  smaller  member¬ 
ship  than  the  73  churches  in  “good- 
land”  areas. 

In  the  poor-land  churches,  an 
average  of  28  services’  a  year  were 
held,  compared  with  35  annually 
in  the  good-land  churches.  Attend¬ 
ance  was  1,479  compared  with  2,- 
436. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  May  28-June  6  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

May  28  I  Timothy  1:12-20 

May  29  I  Timothy  2:1-15 

May  30  l  Timothy  3:1-16 

May  31  I  Timothy  4:1-16 

June  1  I  Timothy  5:1-16 

June  2  .  I  Timothy  5:17-25 

June  3 .  |  Timothy  6:1-10 

June  4  |  Timothy  6:11-21 

June  5  .  ||  Timothy  1:1-10 

June  6  II  Timothy  1:11-2:7 


Dr.  R.  H.  Chappell 
Speaks  to  Annual 
Louisiana  Conf. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Chappell,  son  of  a  well 
known  Methodist  Minister,  Dr.  Clo¬ 
vis  G.  Chappell,  Waverly,  Tenn., 
was  the  speaker  at  the  Methodist 
Laymen’s  Banquet  in  the  Lake 
Room  of  the  Captain  Shreve  Hotel, 
Tuesday  evening.  The  114th  Annual 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  is  being 
held  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  this 
week. 

Dr.  Chappell,  Texarkana,  Texas, 
Pathologist  and  Director  of  Labora¬ 
tories  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital  and 
Wadley  Hospital  and  his  own  Lab¬ 
oratory  in  Texarkana,  said,  “The 
Main  answer  to  why  I  am  going  to 
India  is  I  have  had  the  best  of 
everything,  all  my  life.  I  was  reared 
in  a  Christian  home,  given  Christian 
training,  given  an  education.  Mate¬ 
rial  prosperity  has  come  in  abun¬ 
dance.  I  have  a  wonderful  family 
of  my  own.  I  feel  that  I  owe  some¬ 
thing  to  God  in  return.  Of  course 
I  can  never  really  do  enough  to  pay 
for  all  my  blessings,  but  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  make  a  start.” 

Dr.  Chappell,  his  wife,  the  former 
Billie  Jo  Darden  from  Houston, 
Texas,  and  their  four  children,  Mar¬ 
tha  Ann,  Thomas  Hart,  David  Allen 
and  Susan  will  leave  for  Vellore, 
India,  the  early  part  of  1960.  Dr. 
Chappell  will  be  Clinical  Pathologist 
as  well  as  Instructor  in  Pathology 
and  Bacteriology  at  Vellore  Chris¬ 
tian  Medical  College. 

Another  thing,  said  Dr.  Chappell, 
“I  teach  a  Sunday  School  Class.  You 
can’t  stand  up  and  tell  young  people 
to  listen  to  God’s  call  and  then  ig¬ 
nore  that  call  when  it  comes  to 
you.” 

Some  people  want  to  know:  “Why 
go  to  India  to  improve  health  con¬ 
ditions?  There  are  too  many  Indi¬ 
ans  anyway.”  My  answer:  “I  have 
no  glib  answer  to  India’s  over-popu¬ 
lation  problem.  I  hope  to  educate 
Indian  doctors  who  will  work  among 
their  own  people  to  help  bring  about 
some  Christian  solution  to  the 
problem.” 

Another  objection:  “Those  Hindus 
and  Muslims  have  their  religion  and 
it  satisfies  them.  Why  try  to  change 
them?  They  are  sincere  and  God 
will  take  them  to  Heaven  just  the 
same  as  if  they  were  Christians.” 
“I  am  sure  God  will  deal  justly  and 
mercifully  with  all  men.  But  Jesus 
came  that  men  might  have  life,  not 
just  in  Heaven,  but  right  here  and 
now.  It  is  our  duty  to  carry  to  them 
our  Christ,  by  whom  they  can  have 
this  abundant  life.” 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chappell  joined  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Texar¬ 
kana,  as  soon  as  they  moved  to  Tex¬ 
arkana. 

Dr.  Chappell  closed  his  address 
with  these  words,  “With  God’s  help 
we  can  bring  Christian  principles  to 
the  problems  of  India.” 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 
Presiding 


REV.  T.  T.  McNEAL 
Host  District  Superintendent 


Little  Rock  Annual 
Conference  Program 

Monday,  June  1 

10:00  A.  M.  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 

12:00  A.  M.  Town  and  Country  Commission  Luncheon,  Willow  Room 
Phillips  Drive  In 
2:00  P.  M.  Board  of  Education 
2:00  P.  M.  Board  of  Evangelism 
2:30  P.  M.  Board  of  Christian  Literature 
3:00  P.  M.  Board  of  Missions 
4:00  P.  M.  Board  of  Pensions 
4:00  P.  M.  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
4:00  P.  M.  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 
4:30  P.  M.  Committee  on  Christian  Vocations 
5:00  P.  M.  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Commission 

Tuesday,  June  2 
Morning 

9:00  Conference  Convenes  for  Organization 
9:15  Conference  Nominations 

9:20  Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
9:25  Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
9:40  First  Ballot  for  Delegates  to  General  Conference 
9:55  Report  of  District  Superintendents 
10:15  Report  of  Town  and  Country  Commission 
10:45  Recess  _ 

11:05  Service  of  Commemoration . Rev.  Harold  D.  Sadler 

Followed  by  Holy  Communion 
12:30  Session  Adjourns 

Afternoon  and  Evening 
2:00  SESSION  OF  THE  CONFERENCE 
2:00  Ballot  for  Delegates  to  General  Conference 
2:10  Report  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
2:50  Proposed  Addition  to  Standing  Rules 
3:10  Report  of  Methodist  Headquarters  Corporation 
3:10  Report  of  Insurance  Committee 
3:30  Session  Adjourns 

3:30  Board.  Commission  and  Committee  Meetings 
3:30  Commission  on  World  Service  and  Finance 
3:30  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
3:30  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 
3:30  Board  of  Pensions 
3:30  Board  of  Evangelism 

6:00  Retired  Ministers'  Banquet . Grand  Avenue  Church 

7:30  Hour  of  Evangelism . Dr.  Charles  M.  Crowe 

Mr.  Howard  Correll,  Director  of  Music 
Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison,  Presiding 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Howard  Williams 

Wednesday.  June  3 
Morning 

8:30  Devotional  "LIFE'S  OPPOSITES:  Two  Towns" 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Marlin 

9:00  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes 
9:05  Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
10:05  Philander  Smith  College,  Dr.  M.  LaFayelte  Harris 
10:15  Recess 

10:45  Christian  Education  Hour:  (a)  Board  of  Education 

(b)  Higher  Education 

(c)  Wesley  Foundation 
11:50  Report  of  Camp  Tanako  Trustees 

12:05  Report  of  Arkansas  Council  of  Churches 
12:15  Report  of  Western  Methodist  Assembly 
12:30  Session  Adjourns 


HOWARD  CORRELL 
Barnum,  Minnesota 
Coni.  Director  of  Music 


Afternoon  and  Evening 

4:00  Hour  of  Evangelism  Dr.  Charles  M.  Crowe 

Rev.  Clyde  T.  Parsons,  Presiding 
Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Golden 
5:30  Wesley  Society  Meeting,  Pullman  Heights  Church 
6:00  Town  and  Country  Fellowship  Supper.  Grand  Ave.  Church 

7:30  Hour  of  Evangelism . Dr.  Charles  M.  Crowe 

Rev.  Alfred  I.  Doss,  Presiding 
Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  O.  Bolin 

Thursday,  June  4 
Morning 

8:30  Devotional  "LIFE'S  OPPOSITES:  Two  Gardens" 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

9:00  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes 
9:05  Report  of  Board  Pensions 

9:25  Report  of  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
9:40  Report  of  Board  of  Missions 
10:15  Recess 

10:35  Report  of  Commission  on  Promotion  and  Cultivation 

10:45  Report  of  Board  of  Evangelism 

11:00  Report  of  Board  of  Christian  Literature 

11:20  Report  of  Arkansas  Methodist;  Methodist  Information 

11:40  Report  of  Board  of  Lay  Activities 

11:55  Report  of  Board  of  Christian  Social  Relations 

12:10  Report  of  Committee  on  District  Conference  Journals 

12:15  Report  of  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Commission 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


DR.  FRED  R.  HARRISON 
Host  Pastor 


DR.  CHARLES  M.  CROWE 
Willette,  Illinois 
Conference  Preacher 


REV.  HAROLD  D.  SADLER 
Commemoration  Speaker 
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Find  the 
strength 
for  your 
life... 


worship  together  this  weeh 


This  is  the  poster  millions  of  Americans  will  be 
seeing  throughout  the  country  this  November  and  the 
following  months  during  the  11th  annual  Religion  In 
American  Life  (RIAL)  campaign  to  raise  attendance  at 
all  churches  and  synagogues.  The  month  of  November 
is  observed  nationally  as  Religion  In  American  Life 
Month  and  is  so  proclaimed  by  the  governors  of  most 
states.  It  will  appear  in  full  color  on  6,500  billboards, 
10,000  posters  on  the  sides  of  buildings  and  at  trans¬ 
portation  terminals,  and  90,000  car  cards  in  buses  and 
subways.  In  addition,  it  will  provide  the  theme  for 
10,000  newspaper  advertisements,  hundreds  of  maga¬ 
zine  ads,  and  will  be  seen  “live”  and  on  film  on  net¬ 
work  and  local  television  thousands  of  times.  The  theme, 
“Find  the  Strength  for  Your  Life,”  is  repeated  for  the 
third  consecutive  year  and  will  provide  the  basis  once 
again  foi  tens  of  thousands  of  spoken  messages  on  radio 
and  television.  At  the  same  time,  the  poster  will  be 
distributed  through  denominational  and  religious  group 
channels,  and  through  the  5,000  chapters  of  the  U.S. 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  hundreds  of  Ki- 
wanis  clubs,  for  placement  in  store  windows  and  bulle¬ 


tin  boards  during  RIAL  community  and  congregational 
campaigns  in  over  1,000  cities  and  towns.  More  than 
$8,000,000  worth  of  time  and  space  is  expected  to  be 
contributed  to  the  campaign  through  The  Advertising 
Council,  the  public  service  agency  of  American  busi¬ 
ness,  advertisers,  and  the  mass  communications  media. 
Religion  In  American  Life  is  sponsored  by  70  lay  men 
and  women  of  all  faiths  and  is  headed  by  Robert  T. 
Stevens  of  New  York,  national  chairman,  former  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Army  and  president  of  J.  P.  Stevens  and 
Co. 

A  free  Program  Kit  is  available  from:  RIAL,  300 
Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.Y.  It  contains  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  get  free  RIAL  billboards,  bus  cards, 
newspaper  ads,  radio  spot  announcements,  and  other 
advertising  materials.  There  are  also  program  guides 
for  congregational  and  community-wide  attendance 
campaigns,  and  samples  of  RIAL  mailing  pieces  for 
use  in  these  efforts. 

Religion  In  American  Life  is  endorsed,  supported 
and  promoted  by  26  national  religious  groups,  includ¬ 
ing  The  Methodist  Church. 


On  A  Graduate  Study  Level 

Evangelism  Workshop  Set  For  Summer 


Dulac  Again  Named 
As  Methodist  Work 


Louisiana  Youth 
To  Participate  In 
Exchange  Program 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Nineteen 
U.S.  Methodist  teen-agers  will  leave 
this  country  July  29  to  live  in  Eur¬ 
ope  for  a  year  as  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  International  Christian 
Youth  Exchange. 

Twelve  will  live  in  Germany, 
three  in  Sweden,  three  in  Holland, 
and  one  in  Austria. 

Those  going  to  Germany  will  in¬ 
clude  James  Pelton,  Shreveport,  La. 

The  International  Christian  Youth 
Exchange  is  a  program  of  cultural 
interchange  for  high  school  stu¬ 
dents.  It  is  sponsored  by  seven  de¬ 
nominations,  including  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  and  centers  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  Christian  home. 

During  the  twelve-month  period 
beginning  July  29,  a  total  of  52  U.S. 
teen-agers  of  various  denominations 
will  go  to  Europe.  During  the  same 
period,  more  than  100  European 
high  school  students  will  be  in  this 
country  under  the  program.  Fifty- 
three  of  the  European  students  will 
live  in  Methodist  homes  in  the 
United  States. 

In  some  cases,  said  the  Rev. 
Theodore  McEachern,  Nashville, 
there  will  be  direct  exchanges  in 
which  a  teen-ager  from  an  Ameri¬ 
can  family  will  go  to  live  with  an 
European  family  and  a  youth  from 
that  same  European  family  will 
come  to  live  with  the  American 
family. 


NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — A  four-week  workshop  on  evangelism, 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism  and  Scarritt 
College  here,  will  be  held  July  20  to  August  14  at  Scarritt. 

“Qualified  students  may  receive  six  quarter  hours  graduate  credit  from 
Scarritt  for  participating  in  the  workshop,”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  H. 
Jones,  Nashville,  workshop  director  and  a  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

“The  workshop  is  open,  without  credit,  to  a  limited  number  of  other 
persons,”  said  Dr.  Jones. 

He  also  said  that  a  limited  number  of  scholarships  are  available  and 
that  interested  persons  should  write  to  him. 


1959  Church  Drama 
Workshop  Slated 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The 
fourth  annual  National  Methodist 
Drama  Workshop  will  be  held  June 
13-20  at  Scarritt  College  here. 

There  will  be  work  groups  on 
directing,  creative  movement,  pro¬ 
duction,  experimental  drama,  and 
oral  interpretation. 

Director  of  the  workshop  will  be 
the  Rev.  A.  Argyle  Knight,  Nash¬ 
ville,  a  staff  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Education 
here. 

Among  other  leaders  will  be  Miss 
Martha  Cornick,  Department  of 
Physical  Education,  DePauw  Uni¬ 
versity,  Greencastle,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Zula 
Pearson,  Department  of  Drama,  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville,  Texas; 
James  Carlson,  Department  of 
Drama,  Hamline  University,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  and  James  Warren,  De¬ 
partment  of  Religious  Drama,  Scar¬ 
ritt  College,  Nashville. 

“The  workshop  is  planned  for 
adults,”  said  Mr.  Knight.  “Persons 
who  may  attend  include  church 
school  teachers  and  leaders,  minis¬ 
ters,  directors  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  college  students,  college  pro- 


Leaders  and  teachers  will  include 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell  B.  Hazzard,  a 
professor  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington,  D.C.,  some 
staff  members  of  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism  and  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Education,  and 
selected  pastors  and  evangelistic 
leaders. 

The  workshop  is  for  associate 
pastors,  ministers  and  directors  of 
evangelism  or  visitation  in.  local 
churches,  seminary  students,  and 
men  and  women  who  want  to  qual¬ 
ify  as  directors  of  evangelism. 

The  group  will  study  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose  of  evangelism,  theo¬ 
logical  foundations  and  motivations 
of  evangelism,  types  of  evangelism 
in  church  history,  materials  as  tools 
in  evangelism,  and  techniques  and 
methods  of  evangelism. 

The  program  will  consist  of  lec¬ 
tures,  readings,  and  supervised  field 
experience.  Weekends  will  be  used 
for  practical  training  in  churches 
and  communities. 


fessors  of  drama,  directors  of  stu¬ 
dent  drama  groups,  and  others.” 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation. 


Camp  For  Youth 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Thirty- 
six  Methodist  youths  from  various 
sections  of  the  country  will  work 
at  physical  labor  without  pay  for  a 
month  this  summer  on  Methodist 
projects  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee 
and  Louisiana. 

Twelve  of  the  youths  will  work 
at  each  of  three  places,  as  follows: 
June  16  to  July  14,  Camp  Merry 
Ledges  of  Wesley  Community 
House,  Louisville,  Ky.;  June  30  to 
July  28  at  Camp  Dogwood  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  Center,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
and  June  25  to  July  23,  Dulac  In¬ 
dian  Center,  Dulac,  La. 

The  youths  will  be  participating 
in  the  national  work  camp  program 
for  Methodist  youth  sponsored  by 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Wesley  Community  House’s  Camp 
Merry  Ledges  is  about  40  miles 
from  Louisville  near  Corydon,  Ind. 
Bethlehem  Center  is  a  community 
house  in  Nashville  among  Negroes, 
and  its  Camp  Dogwood  is  about  17 
miles  from  Nashville  near  Ashland 
City,  Tenn.  The  Dulac  center  is 
among  French-speaking,  shrimp- 
gathering  Dulac  Indians. 

“The  work  camps  will  be  experi¬ 
ences  in  voluntary  Christian  service 
and  Christian  group  living,”  said  the 
Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell,  Nashville,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Youth  Department  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 
“Besides  working  to  improve  facili¬ 
ties,  the  youths  will  worship,  have 
recreation,  and  discuss  various  is¬ 
sues  related  to  Christian  living.” 


In  some  other  cases,  he  said,  there 
will  be  direct  exchanges  between 
American  and  European  churches 
or  communities. 

Mr.  McEachern  is  in  charge  of 
Methodist  participation  in  the  In¬ 
ternational  Christian  Youth  Ex¬ 
change.  He  is  a  staff  member  of  the 
Youth  Department  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Education,  which  has 
its  national  headquarters  here. 

“A  big  step  toward  peace  and 
understanding  among  nations  is  get¬ 
ting  to  know  people  in  other  lands 
as  individuals,”  said  Mr.  McEach¬ 
ern.  “The  best  way  to  know  people 
is  to  live  with  them  in  their  home¬ 
towns  long  enough  to  get  the  swing 
of  their  daily  routine.  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Christian  Youth  Exchange 
provides  an  opportunity  for  this 
experience.” 


Japanese  Prayer 
Life  Movement  Begun 

Nashville,'  Tenn.  (MI) — Japanese 
Christians  have  organized  a  prayer 
life  movement  similar  to  the  one 
sponsored  in  the  United  States  by 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  and  Korean  Christians 
will  soon  do  the  same. 

This  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Carruth, 
Nashville,  director  of  the  prayer 
life  movement  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism.  He 
recently  assisted  the  Rev.  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  in  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paigns  in  Japan  and  Korea. 

The  movements  will  include 
prayer  vigils,  group  prayer  meet¬ 
ings,  and  publications  in  which 
prayer  experiences  and  programs 
can  be  shared. 
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Editorials 


The  Annual  Conference  Session 

METHODISTS  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas  are  beginning  this 
week  the  annual  conference  season.  The  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  is  now  in  session;  the  Little  Rock  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  next  week  and  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  will 
meet  the  following  week.  As  with  the  change  of  seasons  from 
winter  to  spring,  the  annual  conference  season  moves  north  in 
succeeding  weeks,  but  there  the  similarity  ends. 

For  those  who  participate  in  an  annual  conference,  the  session 
is  both  the  end  and  the  beginning,  the  summation  of  past  successes 
and,  yes,  the  failures,  as  well  as  the  start  of  a  new  opportunity. 
One  year  ends  and  a  new  annual  conference  year  begins.  In  the 
larger  scheme  of  things,  the  conference  session  is  but  a  milestone; 
yet,  it  packs  in  a  brief  span  of  days  the  hopes  and  frustrations  of 
a  whole  year.  Where  else  in  the  lives  of  Methodists  is  there  such 
drama  as  that  which  unfolds  as  on  an  annual  conference  floor,  or 
in  the  lives  of  Methodists  is  there  such  drama  as  that  which  unfolds 
as  on  an  annual  conference  floor,  or  in  its  board  and  committee 
meetings,  or  in  the  cabinet  sessions  where  the  Bishop  and  district 
superintendents  work  out  assignments  of  ministers  to  the  churches 
for  another  year? 

Reports  are  made  which  in  a  few  moments  record  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  countless  hours  spent  in  fulfilling  the  Church’s  and  Meth¬ 
odism’s  mission,  but  who  would  dare  to  say  that  these  reports  ade¬ 
quately  reflect  the  actual  number  of  people  whose  lives  have  been 
blessed,  comforted,  strengthened  or  fulfilled?  Can  statistics  mirror 
the  sacrifices  made,  the  souls  won,  the  prayers  offers  and  answered, 
the  young  people  challenged  to  give  their  lives  in  full  time  service? 

Plans  are  made  for  the  next  year,  blueprints  of  a  master  plan 
to  awaken  people  to  a  greater  sense  of  responsibility  to  their 
Creator,  to  Christ,  the  Church  and  their  fellow  man.  These  are 
ambitious  plans,  many  of  which  seem  outside  the  range  of  fulfill¬ 
ment.  Yet,  they  are  adopted  in  good  faith  with  the  realization 
that  this  is  God’s  business.  Plans  which  do  not  call  for  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  faith  and  do  not  challenge  the  very  best  within  Methodists 
are  not  worthy  of  the  seal  of  the  Church  or  the  blessing  of  God. 

An  annual  conference  deals  with  the  present  but  in  a  setting 
which  cannot  be  measured  in  terms  of  time,  days,  hours  or  the 
calendar.  The  very  nature  of  the  values  involved  are  such  that 
they  cannot  be  circumscribed  in  reports,  debates,  resolutions  and 
statistics.  The  Divine  and  the  human  meet  at  a  Methodist  annual 
conference,  and  one  knows  that  the  most  important  work  of  this 
world  is  not  confined  to  international  conference  tables;  some  is 
in  a  Methodist  annual  conference  where  matters  that  transcend 
this  world  are  under  consideration. 

When  the  Bishop  has  read  the  appointments  for  next  year  and 
the  final  benediction  has  been  pronounced,  pastors  and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  will  return  to  their  homes,  some  to  take  up  their  tasks  in  new 
assignments,  but  all  with  a  new  sense  of  commitment  to  God  and 
Christ  and  with  fresh  zeal  to  do  battle  in  the  greatest  of  all  battles, 
good  versus  evil,  all  because  annual  conference  has  met. 

A  Word  Of  Appreciation 

BISHOP  Paul  E.  Martin  begins  this  week  the  holding  of  his 
16th  round  of  regular  sessions  of  annual  conferences  in  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  As  head  of  Methodist  work  in 
these  two  states,  he  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  endeared  themselves  to 
Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  think  of  any  phase  of  Methodist  work  without  thinking 
of  them. 

Their  leadership  has  been  and  continues  to  be  significant. 
During  these  15  years  every  line  of  Methodist  program  has  been 
strengthened.  Institutions,  missions,  evangelism,  Christian  edu- 
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cation,  social  outreacK,  stewardship,  church  extension,  public  re¬ 
lations,  church  and  parsonage  building,  all  these  and  other  areas 
of  work  have  been  strengthened.  They  would  be  the  first  to  give 
credit  to  a  host  of  Methodist  ministers  and  lay  members  for  the 
notable  achievements  recorded.  However,  ministers  and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  would  be  quick  to  attribute  in  no  small  way  these  successes 
to  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin’s  inspiring  and  encouraging  leadership. 

Their  identification  of  themselves  with  every  concern,  each 
problem,  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  successes  and  failures,  achieve¬ 
ments  and  frustrations,  has  served  to  instill  confidence  in  them. 
No  matter  is  too  small,  no  interest  too  great,  but  that  everyone 
involved  has  felt  there  has  been  a  sympathetic  sharing  of  the  ex¬ 
perience  by  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin. 

Warm,  gracious,  understanding,  brotherly,  dedicated,  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Martin  have  through  their  leadership  helped  Methodists 
of  this  Area  to  come  to  a  new  understanding  of  the  greatness  of 
the  Christian  Kingdom  ideal.  This  perhaps  is  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  achievements  of  these  15  years.  There  is  scarcely  one 
among  us  whose  conception  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  has  not  been 
considerably  enlarged  through  their  leadership. 

Few  people,  even  among  Methodists,  really  know  of  the  sense 
of  responsibility  which  an  episcopal  leader  experiences.  The  pas¬ 
toral  appointments  each  year  for  over  700  ministers  and  their 
families,  and  the  promotion  of  a  great  church  program  are  exacting 
responsibilities,  duties  which  can  be  met  only  by  Christian  leaders 
who  find  a  great  measure  of  strength  outside  themselves.  It  is  in 
this  sense  that  our  episcopal  leader  and  his  wife  have  approached 
their  tasks. 

Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  would  want  us  to  say 
to  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  that  we  are  all  grateful  for  their  leader¬ 
ship,  and  we  pray  God’s  blessing  on  them,  especially  during  these 
annual  conference  sessions.  We  appreciate  their  leadership,  and 
look  forward  to  even  greater  work  under  their  guidance. 
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The  North  Arkansas  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  Pension  Program  to  the  1959  sessions  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  for  adoption.  The  following  article  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
two,  which  will  be  presented  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  program.  These  articles  first  appeared  in  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  March  issues  of  The  Methodist  Story  and  are  used  by 
special  permission  of  The  Methodist  Story  editor,  Edwin  H. 

Maynard. 

Ministers’  Pensions 
...  A  Job  for  Laymen 


The  financial  insecurity  of  most 
of  the  ministers  of  The  Methodist 
Church  is  the  responsibility  of  its 
laymen.  And  a  challenge  to  do 
something  about  it. 

The  Methodist  Church  employs 
some  17,964  fully  ordained  ministers 
on  a  full-time  basis.  In  most  con¬ 
ferences  only  college  and  seminary 
graduates  can  qualify  for  these  se¬ 
lect  positions  today. 

Yet  we  pay  these  highly  trained, 
spiritually  dedicated  men  an  aver¬ 
age  of  less  than  $5,000  a  year,  in¬ 
cluding  parsonage  allowance.  Most 
of  our  ministers  get  substantially 
less  than  that  amount.  This  is  be¬ 
low  the  starting  wage  of  many  col¬ 
lege  graduates. 

When  our  ministers  retire  after 
40  or  more  years  of  service,  they 
are  entitled  to  pensions  ranging 
from  $100  a  month,  on  the  low  side, 
to  a  maximum  of  about  $250  a 
month.  The  average  is  probably 
less  than  $150. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  this 
salary  and  pension  structure  im¬ 
poses  a  life  of  genteel  poverty  upon 
our  ministers.  They  could  do  much 
better  in  almost  any  other  line  of 
endeavor.  They  are  educated,  de¬ 
voted  men.  Their  church  positions 
require  expenses  beyond  the  aver¬ 
age.  It  is  almost  ironic  to  reply  that 
they  did  not  enter  the  ministry  to 
make  money.  Neither  should  they 
be  asked  to  take  vows  of  poverty. 

The  harm  that  this  does  to  our 
ministers,  their  families  and  to  the 
church  is  beyond  calculation.  We 
shall  never  know  how  many  young 
men  are  lost  to  the  ministry  because, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  they 
elect  not  to  subject  their  families  to 
the  financial  stringencies  that  go 
with  most  service  in  the  Methodist 
ministry. 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  scores 
of  competent  and  conscientious 
young  ministers  quit  after  a  few 
years  of  service  because  of  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  raising  a  family  by 
normal  standards  on  a  pastor’s  sal¬ 
ary. 

Once  the  time  passes  when  a  min¬ 
ister  can  easily  shift  to  another  vo¬ 
cation,  the  results  is  often  an  em¬ 
bittered,  disillusioned  and  distorted 
ministry. 

Laymen  Are  Responsible 

We  laymen  are  responsible  for 
this  condition.  We  can  scarcely  ex¬ 
pect  our  ministers  to  organize  a 
union  or  to  campaign  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  and  in  official  board  meetings 
for  better  treatment. 

Before  we  spend  any  more  time 
on  church  dinners,  song  fests  and 
retreats,  we  ought  to  pull  ourselves 
together,  call  upon  our  collective 


By  Leon  E.  Hickman 


business  judgment  and  correct  this 
condition. 

Salaries  are  a  long-range  prob¬ 
lem.  They  involve  the  education  of 
the  laity  in  each  local  church.  Con¬ 
ferences  can  impose  minimum 
standards,  but  in  the  nature  of 
things  they  must  be  so  minimal  that 
they  correct  only  a  few  extreme 
situations  in  each  conference. 

But  pensions  are  a  horse  of  anoth¬ 
er  color.  Here  is  a  situation  we  lay¬ 
men  can  get  hold  of.  We  can  correct 
it  within  the  next  five  years  if  we 
but  put  our  minds  and  hearts  to  the 
problem. 

The  structure  of  The  Methodist 
Church  is  peculiarly  geared  to  help 
us  to  do  a  good  pension  job.  The 
church  at  the  national  level  has  a 
skillful,  experienced  and  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  Board  of  Pensions.  It  oper¬ 
ates  the  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension 
Fund  of  The  Methodist  Church  with 
assets  already  well  in  excess  of  $55,- 
000,000. 

These  moneys  are  invested  with 
the  diversity,  skill  and  safeguards 
that  characterize  the  great  insur¬ 
ance  companies.  Actuaries  set  the 
rates  and  investment  counsel  guide 
the  investments. 

Ministerial  pensions  are  deter¬ 
mined  and  paid  not  by  the  local 
churches  but  by  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  Each  has  the  option  of  main¬ 
taining  its  own  program  or  of  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  funded,  pay-as- 
you-go  program  of  the  church-at- 
large. 

Those  conferences  which  go  it 
alone  usually  have  unfunded  pen¬ 
sion  plans,  at  least  largely  so.  That 
is,  they  do  not  go  about  raising  the 
money  required  to  pay  a  minister’s 
pension  until  that  man  has  actually 
retired.  Then  they  set  a  pension 
rate,  a  year  at  a  time,  for  all  such 
retired  men  and  their  widows  and 
raise  the  necessary  money  on  a 
hand-to-mouth  basis,  largely  by 
passing  the  hat  among  the  local 
churches. 

Hit  or  Miss  Programs 

The  difficulty  with  this  kind  of 
pensions  is  that  they  are  a  hit  and 
miss  sort  of  thing.  Rates  are  set 
annually  on  the  annual  conference 
floor  on  the  basis  of  many  factors 
which  should  be  extraneous  to  a 
man’s  pension  rights.  For  example, 
the  factors  may  include  current 
business  conditions,  the  eloquence 
or  popularity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  or 
the  pressure  that  is  exerted  by  or 
on  behalf  of  the  retired  ministers. 

Pensions  go  up  in  good  times  and 
down  in  bad.  The  retired  minister 
never  knows  where  he  stands  from 
year  to  year.  The  conference  almost 


never  knows  the  long-range  actu¬ 
arial  cost  of  the  rate  it  sets.  It  is 
only  told  the  cost  for  the  next  year, 
for  that  is  as  far  as  study  has  gone. 
Such  has  been  the  prevailing  prac¬ 
tice  in  Methodist  conferences  to 
date. 

By  this  procedure,  most  confer¬ 
ences  have  incurred  commitments 
which  obligate  them  to  pension  pay¬ 
ments  for  services  already  perform¬ 
ed.  Actuaries  tell  us  this  costs  five 
to  ten  times  as  much  as  an  entire 
annual  conference  budget.  Most  of 
the  conferences  are  blissfully  un¬ 
aware  of  this  mounting  obligation 
or  of  their  nearly  insolvent  condi¬ 
tion. 

Almost  worst  of  all,  such  pensions 
are  renewed  annually  almost  as  a 


An  actuary,  who  plays  a  key 
role  in  the  plans  urged  by  Mr. 
Hickman,  is  a  professional  rate 
calculator.  He  is  able  to  deter¬ 
mine,  for  instance,  the  size  of 
payments  which  —  considering 
earnings,  inflation,  length  of  life, 
etc. — will  finance  a  suitable  pen¬ 
sion  in  future  years. 


matter  of  largesse  if  not  of  charity. 
This  is  not  the  correct  philosophy  of 
pensions.  No  industrial  company 
could  get  away  with  the  annual  dole 
program  now  in  force  in  most  con¬ 
ferences  of  our  church. 

The  modern  concept  of  pensions, 
universally  held  in  the  business 
world,  is  that  they  are  simply  an 
item  of  deferred  salary,  earned  by 
the  recipient  year  by  year  as  he 
works,  but  paid  to  him  after  he  re¬ 
tires  in  order  to  spread  out  his 
earnings  over  his  lifetime.  This  is 
also  the  pension  concept  behind  the 
Reserve  Pension  Fund  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Under  the  Ministers’  Reserve  Pen¬ 
sion  Fund  it  is  comparatively  easy 
for  us  to  put  an  up-to-date,  ade¬ 
quate  pension  program  in  each  con¬ 
ference  at  a  cost  well  within  its  re¬ 
sources.  The  Reserve  Pension  Fund 
is  set  up  on  the  industrial  concept 
that  pensions  are  an  item  of  defer¬ 
red  salary,  the  funds  for  which  are 
to  be  provided  at  the  time  the  salary 
is  earned. 

Can  Cut  Costs 

The  first  result  of  paying  for 
pensions  in  the  year  in  which  serv¬ 
ice  is  performed  is  that  their  cost 
is  approximately  cut  in  half.  That 
is  because,  on  the  average,  the  pay- 
as-you-go  plan  results  in  payments 
being  made  approximately  25  years 
before  they  would  be  made  under 
the  old  plan.  In  that  25  years  in¬ 


come  on  and  increment  to  the  fund 
more  than  doubles  its  value. 

Specifically,  an  annual  charge  for 
pensions  of  9  per  cent  of  salary  pro¬ 
vides  better  pension  rates  than  are 
possible  by  an  18  to  20  per  cent 
assessment  under  the  old  plan. 

Such  a  program  gives  a  minister 
a  certainty  as  to  his  rights.  It  lets 
him  plan  for  the  future.  If  inflation 
pushes  salaries  up  or  depression 
lowers  them,  the  minister’s  pension 
rises  or  falls  accordingly. 

Inflation  being  the  more  normal 
expectation,  he  has  a  built-in  guar¬ 
antee  that  his  pension  will  increase 
automatically  with  a  rising  salary 
scale. 

While  the  Reserve  Pension  Plan 
corrects  many  of  the  inadequacies  of 
the  old  conference  plans,  pastoral 
salaries  are  so  low  that  pensions 
based  on  1  per  cent  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  average  would  be  woefully  in¬ 
adequate  (less  than  $2,000  a  year  in 
most  cases)  were  it  not  for  Social 
Security.  This  has  only  recently  be¬ 
come  available  to  ministers. 

If  a  minister  chooses  Social  Se¬ 
curity,  he  makes  the  payments  out 
of  his  salary.  The  church  pays  noth¬ 
ing.  Consequently  it  is  the  minis¬ 
ter’s  own  investment  and  perhaps  is 
irrelevant  to  this  discussion. 

I  mention  it  only  to  point  out  that 
if  the  minister  carries  Social  Se¬ 
curity  out  of  his  own  resources  and 
receives  a  pension  from  the  church 
as  well,  the  combined  income  is  no 
more  than  the  sum  required  for  a 
self-respecting,  although  modest, 
standard  of  living  in  one’s  retired 
years. 

The  difficulty  that  laymen  face 
in  moving  their  conferences  to  this 
modern  pension  concept  is  that  most 
conferences  are  head-over-heels  in 
debt  for  unpaid  pension  obligations 
already  incurred. 

If  one  superimposes  a  modern, 
self-respecting,  pay-as-you-go  plan 
on  a  conference  already  debt-ridden 
for  pension  obligations  for  service 
long  incurred,  the  result  is  a  double 
burden  until  the  time  that  the  exist¬ 
ing  obligation  has  been  liquidated. 

Board  of  Pensions  Helps 

However,  our  Board  of  Pensions 
has  shown  great  ingenuity  and  flex¬ 
ibility  in  contracting  with  confer¬ 
ences  to  assume  their  past  service 
obligations  as  well  as  their  future 
pay-as-you-go  commitments  in  re¬ 
turn  for  conference  payments  to 
the  Board  of  Pensions,  spread  over 
periods  as  long  as  40  years.  It’s  well 
worth  investigating.  I  did. 

Last  year  my  conference — Pitts¬ 
burgh — took  a  long,  hard  look  at  its 
pension  program.  It  decided  that  it 
could  no  longer  put  up  with  the  in¬ 
adequacies  of  the  old  plan.  It  shifted 
to  the  pay-as-you-go  program  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions,  effective 
June  1,  1959.  It  contracted  with  the 
board  to  pay  off  the  conference’s 
very  considerable  indebtedness  for 
past  service  over  the  next  40  years. 

We’re  pleased  with  what  we  have 
undertaken,  but  it  isn’t  a  bit  too 
much.  Our  ministers  can  endure  the 
inadequate  salaries  we  pay  them 
with  a  bit  more  grace.  They  know 
that  year  by  year  they  are  building 
a  paid-up  pension  fund  which,  com¬ 
bined  with  Social  Security,  will  give 
them  and  their  families  an  old  age 
with  at  least  no  more  financial  in¬ 
security  than  they  experienced 
when  in  active  service. 

We  expect  that  the  moderniza¬ 
tion  of  our  pensions  will  greatly  im¬ 
prove  the  esprit  de  corps  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  effectiveness  of  our 
ministers.  We  hope  it  will  keep 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


KEEPING  OUR  CONSCIENCE  IN  CONDITION 

Although  the  Creator  puts  a  conscience  in  the  original  equipment 
of  each  person,  God  does  not  guarantee  to  keep  it  in  condition. 

A  conscience,  like  our  bodily  organs,  needs  care  and  exercise  to 
keep  it  fit.  And  the  conscience  must  be  watched  even  more  closely 
than  the  body,  because  its  illnesses  do  not  always  make  themselves 
known  by  aches  and  pains.  A  sluggish  liver  gives  one  a  dyspeptic 
feeling  of  dicomfort,  but  a  sluggish  conscience  may  give  us  a  kind 
of  exhilaration.  It  may  even  make  us  feel  that  we  are  having  the 
time  of  our  lives,  with  no  inhibitions  to  give  us  pause.  It  is  shallow 
thinking  to  say  glibly,  “Let  conscience  be  your  guide.”  Conscience 
must  be  exercised  and  cultivated  if  it  is  to  be  trusted. 

What  is  involved  in  exercising  a  conscience  so  that  it  is  “void  of 
offense  toward  God  and  toward  man?”  First  of  all,  it  must  be  kept 
free. 

Freedom  of  conscience  is  one  of  our  most  highly  boasted  tenets. 
The  settlers  of  this  land  had  fled  from  countries  where  churches 
exerted  pressure  on  men’s  thought  and  worship.  The  Pilgrims  and 
Puritans  had  migrated  from  England  where  a  state  church  made  many 
difficulties  for  dissenters.  The  Huguenots  came  to  the  Carolinas  from 
France  where  Roman  Catholicism,  the  established  religion,  put  Prot¬ 
estants  under  heavy  disabilities. 

The  Roman  Catholics  found  in  Maryland  a  freedom  which  they 
did  not  enjoy  in  England  under  the  control  of  the  Anglican  Church. 
And  the  Quakers,  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  came  out  of  perse¬ 
cutions  and  prisons  almost  everywhere.  America  was  settled  by 
those  who  wanted  to  be  in  heart  and  conscience  free. 

And,  thank  God,  the  principle  of  conscience  free  from  ecclesias¬ 
tical  control  has  been  pretty  firmly  established  on  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  continent.  The  separation  of  church  and  state  is  a  principle  which 
no  one  dares  challenge  openly;  but  we  must  always  exercise  our¬ 
selves  lest  it  might  be  undermined  in  practice  through  popular  preju¬ 
dice  or  the  local  predominance  of  some  one  religious  group. 

But  even  if  we  keep  conscience  free  from  both  church  and  state 
domination,  its  freedom  would  not  thereby  be  guaranteed.  Some 
consciences  which  are  unaffected  by  state  and  church  influence  are 
still  not  free.  Their  freedom  is  like  that  of  a  stray  dog,  which  has  no 
master,  and  therefore  follows  almost  any  passerby  who  whistles  to  it. 
So  many  persons  fall  in  behind  any  passing  prejudice  or  whistling 
crowd.  Such  are  the  persons  of  whom  mobs  are  made.  Such  are  the 
pliable  weaklings  who  play  into  the  hands  of  demagogues  and  charla¬ 
tans  and  rabble-rousers.  Yes,  and  such  are  the  people  who  fall  at  the 
behest  of  any  beckoning  temptation. 

Saint  Paul  tells  us  how  he  exercised  his  conscience  to  keep  it  free 
and  trustworthy.  He  submitted  his  conscience  to  God  in  Christ  and 
repeatedly  tried  to  set  it  in  line  with  God’s  will.  If  a  watch  is  to  keep 
true  time,  it  must  be  set  by  a  trustworthy  standard.  Before  I  enter 
the  pulpit  on  Sunday  mornings,  I  compare  time  with  my  two  col¬ 
leagues.  But  we  do  not  trust  even  a  majority  vote.  One  of  us  calls 
the  telephone  operator  and  gets  the  exact  standard  time.  Ministers’ 
watches  are  not  absolutely  reliable.  Neither  are  their  consciences. 
We  all  need  a  higher  reference,  a  divine  standard. 

Yet  people  may  think  that  they  are  following  God’s  will  and  still 
do  woeful  things.  The  persecutors  who  stoned  Saint  Stephen  to  death, 
the  Spanish  Inquisitors  who  burned  nonconformists  at  the  stake,  the 
Puritans  who  banished  Roger  Williams  from  Boston — these  were  all 
conscientious  and  yet  they  were  cruel. 

You  see,  since  no  man  has  even  seen  God  face  to  face,  we  can  so 
easily  mistake  His  will  and  make  it  fit  our  wishes.  That  is  why  Saint 
Paul  looked  to  God  in  Christ  for  guidance.  Jesus  Christ  is  a  historic 
figure.  We  have  seen  how  He  lived  and  loved  and  died.  We  cannot 
make  Him  fit  our  perverse  desires.  We  test  our  wishes,  our  judg¬ 
ments.  our  ways  by  His. 

Our  basic  anxiety  about  the  foreign  ministers’  conference  at 
Geneva  and  any  future  summit  conference  is  that  there  is  no  common 
conscience  around  those  tables.  Great  Britain,  France  and  America 
call  themselves  Christian  countries.  However  far  from  Christ-like  our 
judgments  may  be,  we  do  recognize  the  sovereign  will  of  God.  But 
the  Kremlin  looks  up  to  no  power  or  will  higher  than  itself. 

How  our  hopes  would  rise  if  consciences  were  tested  in  Moscow 
as  in  London  and  Washington  At  least  let  us  keep  on  saluting  our 
flag  as  that  of  a  “nation  under  God.”  And  praying! 


"Young  lady,  you'll  not  palm  off  any  OLD 
Testaments  on  me.  .  .  .  show  me  the  NEWEST  in  the 
store." 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


"...  A  Routine  Announcement” 

When  you  are  flying  over  the 
ocean  any  length  of  time  on  one  of 
the  great  commercial  airlines,  the 
steward  or  stewardess  will  speak  to 
you  over  the  public  address  system 
of  the  plane  and  give  you  instruc¬ 
tions  on  how  to  act  in  case  the  plane 
should  be  forced  to  land  on  the 
water.  This  is  a  requirement  of  law. 
You  are  told  how  to  put  on  the  Life 
Vest,  how  to  inflate  it,  and  what  to 
do  in  case  of  a  water  landing.  The 
first  time  you  hear  it,  you  may  be  a 
bit  frightened,  since  the  thought  of 
landing  on  the  vastness  of  any  ocean 
is  terrifying.  But  the  crew  member 
tries  to  keep  you  from  being  dis¬ 
turbed  by  telling  you  that,  “.  .  .  This 
is  a  routine  announcement.”  Wheth¬ 
er  it  is  or  is  not  “routine,”  does  not 
mean  much  to  you.  The  thought  of 
it  brings  crisis  thinking  to  your 
mind,  at  least  for  a  while. 


was  filled  with  anxiety  as  the  cast¬ 
away  searched  the  sky  and  the 
horizon  for  signs  of  help  that  some¬ 
times  did  not  come.  No,  nothing 
routine  about  any  of  this. 

In  our  glittering,  foam-rubber- 
cushioned  culture  we  seldom  allow 
ourselves  to  become  concerned 
about  the  ultimate  existence  of  our 
souls.  Give  us  a  pretty  new  car;  a 
good  salary;  attractive  clothes;  and 
many  of  us  call  it  a  full  life.  When 
some  of  us  attend  church  and  hear 
something  from  the  pulpit  that 
sounds  the  least  bit  unpleasant,  we 
brush  it  aside  as  “A  routine  an¬ 
nouncement.”  Out  of  this  fat,  self- 
satisfied  culture  that  we  live  in  we 
derive  enough  sufficiency  to  have 
created  a  nice  comfortable  theology 
of  our  own.  We  start  out  with  the 
words,  “I  think  that  .  .  .”  It  does 
not  matter  what  God  thinks  or  what 
Jesus  said. 


After  a  while,  though,  if  you  hear 
the  message  more  than  once,  you 
begin  to  settle  down  and  not  be  con¬ 
cerned  as  much  as  you  were.  Before 
you  realize  it,  the  life-and-death 
matter  of  survival  has  become  a 
“routine  announcement.”  You  al¬ 
most  yawn  in  boredom  while  the 
crewman  goes  through  the  direc¬ 
tions.  But  the  danger  is  still  there. 
Ask  any  man  who  was  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  and  who  was  “down  on  the  wat¬ 
er”  for  any  length  of  time.  Ask  him 
about  the  relentless  scorching  sun. 
...  the  dank,  chilly,  lonesome  nights. 

.  .  .  the  heart-stabbing  sight  of  the 
shark’s  fin  as  it  comes  up  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  frail  craft  in  which  he  is 
floating.  Not  a  single  one  of  these 
experiences  could  ever  be  reduced 
in  one’s  thoughts  to  a  “routine” 
matter.  Every  moment  of  every  day 


A  Salvation  Army  officer  once 
said  that  the  best  evangelist  in  the 
world  would  be  a  person  who  had 
spent  just  five  minutes  in  hell! 
What  a  story  he  would  have  to  tell. 
.  .  .  nothing  “routine”  about  it  at 
all!  It  would  be  a  story  told  through 
quivering  lips;  thoughts  would  come 
from  a  heart  throbbing  at  the  very 
thought  of  the  experience;  words 
would  tumble  over  each  other  in  an 
effort  to  paint  the  desperation  of 
those  whom  he  saw.  But  even 
though  we  have  no  one  to  tell  of  this 
experience,  we  have  ample  explana¬ 
tion  of  it  in  the  Bible,  so  that  no 
one  need  say  that  he  was  not 
warned.  The  tragedy  in  the  lives  of 
many  of  us  will  be  that  we  so  often 
takes  the  words  of  conviction  that 
come  from  both  pulpit  and  pew  as 
only  “A  routine  Announcement.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  June  7,  1959:  DENOUNCE  GREED 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND  I  KINGS  21:  THROUGH  22:40.  LESSON  TEXT 
I  KINGS  21:1-7,  17-20. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Woe  to  him  who  builds  his  house  by  unrighteousness. 
Jeremiah  22:13  (RSV) 


Apparently  several  years  have  passed  since 
the  time  of  our  last  two  lessons.  In  these  lessons 
we  had  the  record  of  Elijah’s  great  victory  over 
the  prophets  of  Baal  on  Mt.  Carmel  and  his  ex¬ 
perience  on  Mt.  Sinai  or  Horeb,  in  the  Sinai 
peninsula  far  to  the  south  of  Mt.  Carmel,  after 
he  ran  away  because  of  the  threats  of  Jezebel 
on  his  life. 

We  will  remember  that  in  Elijah’s  experience 
on  Mt.  Sinai,  God  called  him  again  to  service. 
However,  the  only  recorded  act  of  Elijah,  be¬ 
tween  that  time  and  the  time  of  today’s  lesson 
was  the  anointing  of  Elisha  as  his  successor  as 
prophet.  This  anointing  appears  to  have  followed 
very  closely  the  Sinai  experience. 

After  the  anointing  of  Elisha,  Elijah  seems 
to  drop  out  of  sight.  There  is  no  record  of  his 
activities  over  a  period  that  must  have  covered 
several  years.  His  first  recorded  appearance 
after  anointing  Elisha  is  found  in  today’s  lesson 
when  he  again  faces  Ahab  at  the  time  Ahab  first 
goes  to  look  over  the  vineyard  he  had  taken 
from  Naboth  through  conniving,  theft  and  mur¬ 
der. 

The  setting  of  our  lesson  for  today  is  in  Jez- 
reel,  near  the  capital  city  of  Samaria.  King  Ahab 
had  established  a  royal  residence  in  Jezreel  aft¬ 
er  the  three  years  of  drouth  had  passed.  Jezreel 
is  the  city  to  which  Ahab  returned  after  the  test 
on  Mt.  Carmel  of  the  prophets  of  Baal  and  Eli¬ 
jah.  We  will  remember  that  Elijah  ran  before 
the  chariot  of  the  king  as  he  approached  Jez¬ 
reel. 

Adjoining  the  grounds  of  the  king’s  palace 
in  Jezreel  was  a  vineyard  which  belong  to  Na¬ 
both,  a  peasant  and  subject  of  the  king.  This 
property  adjoining  his  palace  grounds,  Ahab 
wanted  very  much. 

Rights  of  Private  Ownership  of  Property 

There  have  been  repeated  forms  of  socialism 
in  the  world’s  life  which  deny  the  right  of  the 
private  ownership  of  property.  Such  a  concep¬ 
tion  of  property  rights  does  not  come  from  the 
Bible.  From  the  early  days  of  Bible  history 
we  have  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  own  flocks  and  herds  and  lands.  There 
were  times  when  his  rights  of  property  had  to  be 
defended  by  force  but  there  was  no  question  of 
his  right  to  defend  his  property,  if  he  had  the 
force  with  which  to  do  it. 

Hence  it  is,  in  our  lesson,  that  we  find  a  king 
wanting  land  adjoining  his  property,  which  is 
owned  by  one  of  his  subjects.  We  have  also  the 
picture  of  a  peasant  denying  his  king  even  the 
right  to  trade  for  or  buy  his  property.  The 
property  belonged  to  the  peasant,  to  “have  and 
to  hold”  and,  according  to  Israel’s  standards  of 
justice,  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  sell  it  even 
to  his  king,  unless  he  so  desired. 

Naboth  refused  every  offer  Ahab  made  in  his 
effort  to  come  into  possession  of  the  vineyard. 
His  reason  for  so  doing  was  the  fact  that  the 
land  was  an  inheritance  which  he  felt  should  be 
kept  in  his  family.  This  apparently  he  had  the 
right  to  do  in  the  face  of  any  law  in  Israel. 

This  rebuff  by  one  of  his  subjects  was  very 
displeasing  and  even  irritating  to  Ahab.  How¬ 
ever  there  seemed  to  be  little  he  could  do  about 
it,  legally.  Hence  he  refused  to  eat,  turned  his 
face  to  the  wall  and  pouted  like  a  spoiled  child. 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  Ahab  had  made  no 
efforts  to  transgress  the  rights  of  Naboth  as  own¬ 
er  of  the  vineyard.  Ahab  had  offered  Naboth 
“a  better  vineyard”  elsewhere,  and  had  also 


offered  to  buy  the  property.  It  was  a  “golden” 
opportunity  for  Naboth  to  drive  a  sharp  bar¬ 
gain,  since  the  king  wanted  the  property  so  bad¬ 
ly.  Instead  Naboth  exercised  his  rights,  as  a 
property  owner,  and  refused  to  part  with  the 
property  he  had  inherited. 

Jezebel  Solves  Ahab's  Problem 

Jezebel,  the  heathen  queen,  who  had  intro¬ 
duced  and  promoted  the  worship  of  Baal  in 
Israel,  found  her  husband  deeply  troubled,  in 
bed,  face  to  the  wall  and  refusing  to  eat.  Jeze¬ 
bel  inquired  the  reason  for  this  childish  action. 
Ahab  told  her  about  what  he  thought  was  the 
obstinate  attitude  of  Naboth  in  refusing  to  sell 
or  trade  his  vineyard  which  would  have  been 
such  an  addition  to  the  king’s  palace  grounds. 

With  what  sounds  like  biting  sarcasm,  Jeze¬ 
bel  asks  Ahab  if  he  does  not  govern  the  Kingdom 
of  Israel.  If  so,  in  the  mind  of  this  unscrupulous 
queen,  there  was  no  real  problem.  She  admon¬ 
ishes  the  king  to  “eat  bread  and  let  thine  heart 
be  merry.”  She  promised  Ahab  that  she  would 
give  him  Naboth’s  vineyard.  Ahab  apparently 
gave  his  approval  to  her  plans  although  he  knew 
that  there  was  no  legal,  just  way  she  could  ful¬ 
fill  her  promise. 

The  devil  himself  could  not  have  conceived 
of  an  uglier,  more  unjust  manner  of  coming  into 
possession  of  Naboth’s  vineyard  than  was  in¬ 
volved  in  the  plans  of  Jezebel.  She  wrote  letters 
in  the  king’s  name  and  sealed  them  with  his 
seal  which  she  sent  to  the  elders  and  nobles  of 
the  city.  She  asked  them  to  “proclaim  a  fast  and 
set  Naboth  on  high  among  the  people.”  She 
ordered  them  to  “Set  two  men,  sons  of  Belial, 
before  him,  to  bear  witness  against  him,  saying, 
Thou  didst  blaspheme  God  and  the  king.  And 
then  carry  him  out,  and  stone  him,  that  he  may 
die.”  That  was  not  a  very  nice  scheme  with 
which  to  come  into  possession  of  Naboth’s  vine¬ 
yard,  but  Jezebel  was  anything  but  a  “nice”  wo¬ 
man  and  the  scheme  was  in  keeping  with  her 
general  character.  She  had  no  inhibitions  where 
her  selfish  purposes  were  involved. 

Naboth,  Ahab  and  Jezebel  Lived  in 
Different  Worlds 

(1)  Naboth  lived  in  a  world  that  recognized 
values  that  were  above  the  price  of  silver  or 
gold.  He  would  not  sacrifice  a  principle  even  if 
it  meant  high  favor  with  the  powers  that  be. 

(2)  Ahab  lived  in  a  world  in  which  “money 
talks.”  Everything  and  everybody  has  a  price.” 
If  he  found  something  or  somebody  he  could 
not  buy  with  money,  he  did  not  know  what  else 
to  do. 

(3)  Jezebel  lived  in  a  different  world  than 
either  of  the  others.  In  her  world  power  was 
the  determining  factor  in  all  disputes  or  dis¬ 
agreements.  For  her  the  power  to  possess  gave 
the  right  to  possess  regardless  of  the  feelings  or 
rights  of  others.  Jezebel’s  moral  concepts  were 
the  result  of  the  worship  of  heathen  gods  con¬ 
sequently  she  had  no  moral  inhibitions.  The 
theory  that  “Might  makes  right”  is  at  least  as 
old  as  Jezebel. 

The  Driving  Power  of  Greed 

Ahab  and  Jezebel  were  like  the  man  of  whom 
we  have  all  heard  who  said  that  all  he  wanted 
was  the  land  that  joined  his.  All  Hitler  wanted 
was  the  lands  that  joined  Germany  and  the 
lands  that  joined  the  lands  his  armies  con¬ 
quered.  All  Khrushchev,  as  a  representative  of 
communism,  wants  is  to  control  the  lands  that 
join  Russia  and  the  lands  that  join  the  lands 
that  Russia  controls. 


It  is  the  driving  power  of  greed  that  moti¬ 
vates  the  gambler  who  wants  something  for 
nothing.  It  was  the  driving  power  of  greed 
among  some  capitalists  which  made  it  necessary 
for  labor  to  organize  into  great  labor  unions. 
It  is  the  driving  power  of  greed  that  is  causing 
some  labor  leaders  today  to  bring  parts  of  or¬ 
ganized  labor  into  disfavor.  It  is  greed  that 
causes  the  liquor  industry  to  sell  humanity 
down  the  river  for  financial  gain. 

The  Inherent  Value  of  Human  Personality 

Our  lesson  today  pictures  the  conflicting  in¬ 
terests  of  two  men.  In  God’s  scale  of  values, 
it  makes  no  difference  that  one  of  these  men 
is  a  king  and  the  other  is  a  subject  of  the  king. 
Justice  must  be  done  in  dealings  between  these 
two  men  just  the  same  as  if  they  were  two  kings 
or  two  peasants.  Position  carries  no  special  rights 
in  human  relationships. 

Anytime  human  personalities  must  be  used 
to  attain  certain  goals,  the  goals  are  question¬ 
able  and  the  price  is  too  high.  There  are  no 
goals  so  valuable  or  desirable  that  it  is  proper 
to  lay  human  personalities  on  the  altar  as  a 
sacrifice  to  attain  them.  When  Jesus  asked  the 
question,  “What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain 
the  whole  world  and  lose  his  soul?”  he  was 
saying  in  effect  that  earth  has  no  values  compa¬ 
rable  to  a  human  soul.  In  the  eyes  of  Jezebel 
the  state  is  everything  and  the  individual  noth¬ 
ing  except  as  a  pawn  to  be  used  in  the  state’s 
interest.  This  is  a  heathen  concept  of  the  value 
of  a  man.  In  the  mind  of  true  religion  the  indi¬ 
vidual  is  of  primary  importance;  all  else  is 
secondary. 

We  Cannot  By-pass  Moral  Law 

In  Jezebel’s  scheme  everything  worked  ac¬ 
cording  to  plan.  Naboth  was  fraudently  convict¬ 
ed  but  legally  executed,  if  the  charges  against 
him  had  been  true.  There  was  no  question  about 
what  had  happened.  There  was  no  “supreme 
Court”  to  which  an  appeal  might  be  made.  With 
the  death  of  Naboth,  convicted  as  a  blasphemer 
against  God  and  the  king,  his  land  apparently 
reverted  to  the  state  and  Ahab  was  the  “State.” 
Under  normal  conditions,  in  the  world  of  that 
day,  there  was  nothing  left  for  Ahab  but  to  add 
Naboth’s  vineyard  to  his  spacious  palace  grounds 
and  enjoy  it. 

The  trouble  with  both  Ahab  and  Jezebel  was 
the  fact  that  they  had  left  out  of  their  calcula¬ 
tions  the  moral  law  God  has  written  into  the 
warp  and  woof  of  the  world  He  created.  James 
1:15  stated  in  a  pointed  way  the  truth  about  the 
moral  law,  “Sin  when  it  is  finished,  bringeth 
forth  death.” 

The  moral  law  is  no  respector  of  person.  It 
applies  to  king  and  beggar  alike.  Ahab  asked 
Elijah,  “Hast  thou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy.” 
Ahab  had  no  reason  to  fear  Elijah.  The  thing 
he  really  feared  was  the  fact  that  Elijah  stood 
him  before  the  moral  law  he  had  so  brazenly  de¬ 
fied,  and  made  him  see  that  God’s  laws  are  ope¬ 
rative  in  spite  of  all  our  well-laid  plans. 

Elijah's  Life  Revolved  Around  Great 
Experiences 

(1)  Our  first  view  of  Elijah  was  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  court  of  Ahab  and  revealed  the 
fact  that  a  great  drouth  was  coming  because  of 
the  sins  of  Israel. 

(2)  His  second  appearance  was  when  he  came 
out  of  hiding  and  challenged  the  prophets  of 
Baal  to  a  test  of  Mt.  Carmel. 

(3)  Elijah’s  next  unusual  experience  was  on 
Mt.  Horeb  when,  discouraged  and  despondent 
and  feeling  all  alone,  he  watched  the  wind  and 
the  fire  and  earthquake  but  really  found  God 
only  in  the  “still  small  voice.”  God  would  not 
allow  Elijah  to  quit  but  recommissioned  him 
for  service. 

(4)  In  today’s  lesson  Elijah  makes  another 
of  his  periodical  appearances.  This  time  it  is  to 
rebuke  king  Ahab  for  being  a  party  to  robbing 
and  murdering  Naboth. 

(5)  Elijah’s  final  dramatic  experience  came 
the  day  a  chariot  of  fire  stopped  beside  him  and 
carried  him  out  into  the  next  world  without  the 
experience  of  dying. 

One  can  hardly  imagine  the  depth  of  sin  and 
injustice  to  which  the  rulers  of  Israel  and  Judah 
might  have  sunk  but  for  the  courage  and  daring 
of  God’s  prophets  who  revealed  their  sins  and 
the  consequence  of  their  sins  and  the  fact  that 
God  would  forgive  if  they  would  but  repent. 


MAY  28,  1959 


Page  Seven 


DAVID  MORGAN  is  the  newly  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Official  Board  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jennings.  Elected  to  assist  Mr.  Morgan 
were  the  following:  Louis  Smaihall,  vice-chair¬ 
man;  and  G.  B.  DeJean,  secretary.  Rev.  Kenneth 
G.  McDowell  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  WM.  F.  MAYO,  pastor  of  the  Tallulah 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  evangelist 
in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church,  April  26-May  1.  Rev.  D.  T. 
Williams,  pastor  of  the  church,  reports  that  a 
special  feature  of  the  revival  was  a  well-attend¬ 
ed  morning  service  held  each  day  at  7:15  a.m. 

rpOM  ELLERBEE  is  the  newly  elected  presi- 
Jl  dent  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Elysian  Fields 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Elected  to  as¬ 
sist  Mr.  Ellerbee  were  the  following:  Travis  Wil¬ 
son,  vice-president;  John  Stewart,  secretary; 
and  David  Duke,  treasurer.  Rev.  E.  J.  Christie 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DON  TYLER  of  Jonesboro  has  accepted  the 
position  of  Youth  Director  of  the  Arcadia 
Methodist  Church  for  the  summer  months.  Don 
is  a  Junior  at  Centenary  College  and  a  member 
of  the  famed  Centenary  College  Choir.  He  has 
previously  served  as  youth  director  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Rev. 
R.  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  of  the  Arcadia  Church. 

REV.  ROBERT  M.  COLLIE,  associate  pastor  of 
the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  May  17.  John 
Reeks,  church  lay  leader,  was  in  charge  of  the 
service.  The  pastor,  Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  was 
preaching  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church. 

DR.  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  on  Sunday,  June  14,  when  the  centennial 
of  the  Columbia  Methodist  Church  will  be  ob¬ 
served.  Dr.  Morris  was  pastor  of  the  Columbia 
Church  from  1934  to  1939.  The  educational  annex 
was  added  to  the  church  building  and  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  was  enlarged  during  his  pastorate  there. 
Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  the  present  pastor. 

MRS.  MATTIE  HIGGINS  DAVIS  of  Little 
Rock,  widow  of  Granville  D.  Davis,  Sr.,  died 
Friday,  May  15.  Mrs.  Davis  taught  in  public 
schools  in  Arkansas  for  40  years.  Survivors  in¬ 
clude  a  son,  Dr.  Granville  D.  Davis,  Jr.,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum  of  Little  Rock,  and 
one  grandchild.  Funeral  services  were  held  Sat¬ 
urday,  May  16,  by  Rev.  Edmond  Pendleton  and 
Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton. 

D ELTON  PICKERING,  a  member-on-trial  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  has  been  elected 


president  of  the  association  of  Methodist  theol¬ 
ogical  students  at  the  Divinity  School,  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity.  Methodist  students  constitute  the  largest 
denominational  group  at  the  Divinity  School.  Mr. 
Pickering  has  been  selected  also  as  Editor  of 
In  Context,  the  student-faculty  publication  for 
creative  writing  and  reporting  at  Yale  Divinity 
School. 

THE  CH.ANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  presented  a  Spring 
Concert  at  a  recent  Sunday  evening  worship 
service.  It  was  a  varied  program  of  choral  music 
and  several  of  the  numbers  were  arranged  by 
Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler,  directed.  One  number,  “The 
House  of  the  Lord”  was  also  composed  by  Dr. 
Chandler,  and  is  always  used  on  the  Church’s 
anniversary.  Flowers  on  the  altar  of  the  church 
were  placed  there  by  members  of  the  choir  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Chandler.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  is 
pastor. 

MRS.  LOTTIE  WILKINS,  visiting  teacher  for 
Caldwell  Parish,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Columbia  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  evening, 
May  10.  This  was  the  second  program  in  an 
“Our  Heritage”  series,  and  began  with  a  fellow¬ 
ship  supper  honoring  members  of  the  Claude 
Ford  Memorial  and  the  Wesley  Bible  classes. 
Mrs.  Wilkins  spoke  on  the  subject,  “Education 
For  All  Youth.”  A  film  was  shown  to  the  young¬ 
er  children  during  her  talk  to  the  youth  and 
adults.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  WILLIAM  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  the  William 
B.  Reily  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  was  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
annual  dinner  meeting  of  the  New  Orleans  dis¬ 
trict  board  of  missions  and  church  extension  held 
at  Parker  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  April  30.  Progress  reports  were 
made  by  board  members  from  each  of  the  44 
Methodist  churches  comprising  the  New  Orleans 
District.  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presided.  Host  pastor  was  Rev.  E.  J. 
Barksdale. 

MRS.  W.  J.  HELMKE  was  named  “The  Woman 
of  The  Year”  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  Orleans  district  Board  of  Missions  held  at 
Parker  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  on  Thursday,  May  7.  The  Bible  she  was 
given  at  this  meeting  was  a  very  appropriate 
gift  for  she  has  given  53  active  years  in  the  work 
of  the  W.S.C.S.;  30  years  as  a  steward,  teacher, 
Sunday  School  superintendent  and  trustee.  She 
has  helped  in  financial  drives;  served  on  many 
committees,  such  as  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
Charity  Hospital,  and  other  community  services. 
Mr.  Helmke  is  a  member  of  Second  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel  is  the 
pastor. 


DR.  BILLY  L.  TURNEY,  assistant  professor  of 
Mathematics  at  McNeese  State  College,  Lake 
Charles,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  formal  ban¬ 
quet  honoring  the  Senior  Class  of  Merryville 
High  School  at  the  Merryville  Methodist  Church 
on  Saturday,  May  9.  The  banquet  was  the  first 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  educational  building  of 
the  church,  which  is  nearing  completion.  The 
dinner  was  served  by  the  W.S.C.S.  which  spon¬ 
sored  the  event.  George  M.  Kreamer,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  enter¬ 
tained  the  audience  with  piano  melodies,  and 
Mrs.  Turney  sang  several  selections.  Eight  of  the 
graduating  seniors  from  the  Merryville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  were  honored  at  this  occasion.  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WORD  RECEIVED  IN  OUR  OFFICE  from  Rev. 

T.  O.  Carlstrom,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  states:  “We  are  enjoying 
our  retirement  here  in  beautiful  Fort  Lauder¬ 
dale,  Florida.  On  June  1st,  I  will  become  the 
assistant  pastor  of  St.  Andrews  Methodist  Church 
here.  We  have  attended  this  church  since  we  ar¬ 
rived  in  this  city,  and  my  wife  is  a  member.  I 
am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to  '  serve 
Christ  and  the  church  for  some  time  yet,  and 
pray  I  may  be  of  some  usefulness  in  the  work. 
I  pray  the  Louisiana  Conference  may  have  a 
joyous  session.  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend  this 
year,  though  I  would  like  to  do  so.  I  would  like 
to  send  my  greetings  to  the  conference  in  this 
manner.” 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Elysian  Fields 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  include  the 
following:  A  seafood  supper  on  Friday  night, 
May  15,  by  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  church  for  the 
benefit  of  their  Scholarship  Fund  for  needy  min¬ 
isterial  students.  New  officers  were  elected  at 
the  May  meeting  of  the  club.  They  are:  Tom 
Ellerbee,  president;  Travis  Wilson,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  John  Stewart,  secretary,  and  David  Duke, 
who  was  reelected  treasurer.  New  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Stewards  of  the  church  were  elected 
at  the  May  meeting.  The  following  were  re¬ 
elected  for  the  new  conference  year:  J.  E.  Manis, 
chairman;  Joe  Perry,  secretary;  and  Herbert 
Winn,  treasurer.  Ted  Kenney  is  the  new  vice- 
chairman.  At  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference, 
John  F.  Reeks,  Jr.,  was  voted  to  continue  as 
Church  Lay  Leader  and  James  Ellis  is  the  new 
Church  School  superintendent.  Members  of  the 
church  are  enjoying  a  series  of  “Family  Nights” 
held  once  a  month  under  the  direction  of  Ted 
Kenney,  who  has  been  named  Church  Director 
of  Fellowship.  The  “Family  Nights”  are  being 
held  as  the  result  of  a  poll  taken  during  a  recent 
visitation  of  the  membership  of  the  church.  Rev. 
J.  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  superintendent  of 
the  Alexandria  District,  presided  at  Fourth 
Quarterly  Conference  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  May  14,  at  which  time  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  elected  for  the  church  year 
June  1,  1959-May  31,  1960:  Stewards:  H.  J. 
Aguilers,  Ed  Breedlove,  Sid  Bright,  Sr.,  Jack 
Brittain,  A.  E.  Brown,  Dan  Carr,  C.  V.  Cocke, 
Jack  Fisher,  W.  F.  Frank,  Norman  Gamso,  Rich¬ 
ard  Gamso,  Richard  Garth,  Cecil  Gray,  Robert 
Hammond,  Joe  Lewis,  Tandy  McElwee,  Mrs. 
Orda  McKenzie,  Ronald  Martin,  W.  K.  Norman, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Roan,  Mrs.  Mason  Salter,  Mrs.  Her- 
schel  Sandefur,  T.  J.  Stephens.  Miss  Mary  Timon, 
Kenneth  Walker,  Mrs.  Ruth  Weber,  and  Tom 
Williams.  Trustees  are:  Leo  Allbritten,  W.  E. 
Brock,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Coats,  C.  C.  Dethloff,  Dudley 
Fulton,  Henry  Hyams,  N.  B.  Morrison,  Miss 
Katherine  Winters,  and  Mrs.  Van  Woodward. 
Guy  Nesom,  chairman  of  Membership  and  Evan¬ 
gelism;  Ray  McCoy,  chairman  of  Education;  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Coats,  chairman  of  Missions;  Henry 
Bernard,  chairman  of  Stewardship  and  Finance; 
Mrs.  Sadie  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Parsonage 
Committee;  Dudley  Fulton,  chairman  of  Pastoral 
Relations  Committee;  Mrs.  R.  W.  Winstead, 
chairman  of  committee  on  Records  and  History; 

T.  G.  Williams,  chairman  of  Music;  Leonard 
Fowler,  chairman  of  committee  on  Good  Liter¬ 
ature  and  Library;  and  Don  Hargis,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Ushers.  Rev.  George  Pearce, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Shreveport  First 
Church  Elects 
New  Officers 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve- 


Rayne  Memorial 
Church  Presents 
Music  Program 

Mrs.  Raleigh  Pickard  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  a  program  of  sacred  music 
presented  by  the  Ministry  of  Music 
of  The  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  3900  St.  Charles  Avenue, 
New  Orleans,  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
May  10,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  sanct¬ 
uary  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Pickard 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Raleigh  Pickard, 
medical  missionary  to  India,  who  is 
now  at  home  on  furlough  and  is 
studying  at  the  Tulane  School  of 


Medicine.  Mrs.  Pickard  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Westminster  Choir  College 
and  Scarritt  College,  and  has  often 
been  featured  as  soloist  throughout 
the  United  States  and  in  India. 

Mrs.  Pickard’s  program  included 
a  group  of  American  Folk  Songs, 
with  which  she  accompanied  herself 
on  the  autoharp;  “God  is  My  Shep¬ 
herd”  by  Bach,  with  accompaniment 
of  organ  and  two  recorders;  Two 
Biblical  Songs  by  Dvorak,  “Cry  of 
Rachael”  by  Salter,  and  “Omnip- 
tence”  by  Schubert.  Mrs.  Pickard 
was  accompanied  at  the  organ  by 
John  Nickel,  organist  at  Rayne  Me¬ 
morial.  Mr.  Nickel  played  “Festliche 
Musik”  by  Wittmer,  and  selections 


Forty-seven  members  of  the  D.M.A.  (Don't  Mention 
Age)  group  of  older  adults  in  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 
met  recently  for  a  regular  monthly  covered  dish  lunch¬ 
eon  in  the  Tech  Room.  In  keeping  with  the  Diamond 
Jubilee  celebration,  honoring  Ruston' s  (and  Trinity's) 
seventy-fifth  birthday,  a  program  modeled  after  an  old- 
fashioned  Friday  afternoon  school  session  was  presented. 


The  participants  wore  Jubilee  bonnets  and  long  dresses 
of  many  decades  past.  Pictured  above,  they  are:  (I  to  r) 
Mesdames  D.  B.  Raulins,  B.  H.  Rainwater,  T.  B.  Hender¬ 
son,  B.  E.  Stegall,  W.  L.  Mitchell,  S.  L.  Cole,  James  C. 
Love,  and  J.  M.  Sims.  The  pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris,  concluded  the  program  with  a  devo¬ 
tional. 


Sicily  Island 
Church  Reports 
Successful  Year 

O.  G.  Wynne,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
official  board  of  the  Sicily  Island 
Methodist  Church,  pointed  out  in 
his  report  to  the  recent  session  of 
that  church’s  4th  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  that  the  church  is  concluding 
one  of  its  most  successful  years. 

Excerpts  from  his  report  are  as 
follows: 

“We  feel  we  have  had  a  wonder¬ 
ful  year.  From  the  standpoint  of 
service  to  the  church,  the  work  of 
the  church  school  has  been  out¬ 
standing.  I  can  see  in  my  own  child 
the  result  of  the  many  hours  and 
study  given  in  service  by  the  Church 
School  teachers.  The  Wednesday 
Afternoon  extra  session  has  meant 
extra  work  for  several  teachers.  We 
feel  that  there  is  no  way  we  can 
thank  our  Church  School  teachers 
enough. 

“From  a  financial  standpoint,  our 
membership  has  given  to  the  extent 
that  we  had  a  nice  surplus  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  This  has  been  used 
to  reduce  the  mortgage  on  the  par¬ 
sonage.  On  looking  through  the 
Journal  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  for  1958,  I  discovered  that  the 
average  giving  per  person  in  our 
church  equaled  the  best  averages  in 
the  district  for  churches  that  had  no 
major  building  fund  drives,  and  far 
exceeded  the  average  giving  of 
many  of  our  neighboring  churches. 

“Our  church  building  is  in  fair 
condition  considering  its  age.  Some 
repairs  have  been  made  and  others 
are  needed.  The  parsonage  is  well 
kept  and  the  grounds  are  neatly 
groomed.  We  feel  that  we  can  take 
pride  in  providing  adequate  living 
quarters  for  the  pastor  and  his  fam¬ 
ily. 

“We  do  not  presume  to  say  that 
we  have  done  a  perfect  job  this 
year,  as  we  know  that  the  work  of 
the  church  is  never  done.  We  know, 
also,  that  there  are  other  goals  we 
could  have  reached.  We  hope  that 
during  the  coming  year  we  can  de¬ 
velop  a  greater  loyalty  to  the 
church,  reapraisal  of  the  value  of 
our  own  service.” 


port,  May  13,  W.  Crawford  Fulli- 
love,  Jr.,  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board.  Mr.  Fullilove 
has  a  distinguished  record  of  com¬ 
munity  service,  having  served  as 
former  president  of  the  Norwella 
Council,  twice  as  president  of  the 
Community  Chest,  three  times  as 
chairman  of  the  chest  campaign,  and 
as  vice-chairman  of  the  Fifth  Re¬ 
gional  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Boy  Scouts.  The  Fullilove  name  is 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  First 
Church,  members  of  the  family  hav¬ 
ing  held  important  responsibilities 
since  the  second  building  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1883. 

Other  officers  elected  were  R.  R. 
Adams,  chairman-elect;  T.  Warren 
Ogden,  secretary,  and  C.  H.  Shaffer, 
treasurer. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor,  reported 
that  343  new  members  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  last  eleven 
months,  and  that  $45,239  had  been 
contributed  to  benevolences  in  the 
same  period.  The  church  school  en¬ 
rols  2,510,  with  an  average  weekly 
attendance  of  more  than  1,200.  Prop¬ 
erty  valuation  has  increased  $42,000 
since  a  year  ago. 

Before  the  end  of  May,  First 
Church  of  Shreveport  intends  to 
prove  that  a  program  of  Christian 
stewardship  will  make  unnecessary 
the  customary  every-member-can- 
vass  for  the  raising  of  the  budget. 


from  “LeChant  Interieur”  by  Be¬ 
noit.  The  recorders  were  played  by 
Don  Hazlett  and  Louis  Rosenblatt. 


Shown  are  the  officials  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  along  with  representatives  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  and  of  the  Lake  Charles  District, 
breaking  ground  for  the  new  sanctuary  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  May  3. 

From  left,  are:  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Mid  Cole,  the 
chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  Rev.  James  C. 
Skinner,  pastor;  Richard  Terry,  youngest  member  of  the 
Wesley  Church;  Elmer  Neely,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Adams,  breaking  ground;  H.  W. 


Smith,  representing  the  Commissions  of  the  Church; 
Ed  Gillis,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board;  Mrs.  Floy 
Wood,  W.S.C.S.;  Fred  Schweitzer,  representing '  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder;  J.  H.  Cain,  District 
Board  of  Trustees;  Floyd  Martin,  Church  School;  Gilbert 
Blankenbaker,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Finance; 
and  Herbert  Haynes,  contractor. 

The  proposed  sanctuary  will  seat  180  persons,  will 
cost  $23,800.00,  will  be  completely  airconditioned,  and 
the  completion  date  is  around  September  1st. 
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YOUTH  NEWS 


Forrest  City 

The  Annual  Young  People  Ban¬ 
quet  was  Sunday  evening,  May  3rd, 
at  5:30  o’clock,  at  which  time  the 
parents  of  our  young  people  were 
entertained. 

Jennie  Belle  Gwinn,  president  of 
MYF,  presided.  Rev.  S.  B.  Wil- 
ford,  the  pastor,  gave  a  word  of 
greeting,  after  which  Coach  Jim 
Devazier  gave  a  wonderful  address, 
taking  as  his  subject,  “The  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Church,  Home,  and 
School  On  Young  People.” 

The  Methodist  Seniors  of  the 
High  School  were  guests  of  honor 
at  the  banquet.  Place  cards  were 
laid  for  the  Seniors — Jennie  Belle 
Gwinn,  Mary  Ned  Mallory,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hambleton,  Martha  Dooley, 
Jimmy  Jacobs,  Henry  Heustess, 
James  Earl  Fergerson,  Burl  Lieb- 
long,  Rhesa  Davis,  and  Pat  Howe. 

Counsellors:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Kerr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Fer¬ 
gerson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meredith 
Wilson  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Wilford.  Books,  “The  Greatest 
Thing  In  Life”  by  Henry  Drum¬ 
mond  were  presented  to  the  Sen¬ 
iors  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  Mrs.  Meredith 
Wilson  is  Secretary  of  Young  Peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 


Hope  District 

The  Hope  District  Youth  Rally 
was  held  Saturday,  April  11,  in 
Foreman,  Arkansas,  at  the  Fore¬ 
man  High  School. 

The  Foreman  WSCS  served  the 
supper.  Each  person  paid  35c. 

After  eating,  the  group  moved  to 
the  school  auditorium  where  the 
program  and  business  meeting 
were  held. 

To  begin  the  program,  the  Fore¬ 
man  MYF  gave  a  short  devotional. 
Miss  Jane  Richman  from  Foreman 
presented  her  winning  temperance 


essay,  “Your  Drinking  Is  My  Con¬ 
cern.”  Then  the  group  was  very 
privileged  to  hear  Dr.  Neill  Hart, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Cam¬ 
den  District.  Dr.  Hart  delivered 
his  well-known  sermon  on  “Love, 
Courtship,  and  Marriage.” 

Jerry  Rogers,  president,  called 
the  meeting  to  order  and  Alice  Ann 
Henderson,  secretary,  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  and 
called  the  roll.  There  were  160 
present. 

Next  the  group  elected  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers:  Joe  Crain,  Hope, 
president;  Don  Sikes,  DeQueen, 
vice  president;  Carole  Coop,  Hope, 
secretary;  Martha  Wyrick,  Texar¬ 
kana,  treasurer;  Jamie  Nell  Grimes, 
Texarkana,  publicity  chairman; 
Nancy  Reese,  Hope,  Fellowship; 
Otis  Thrash,  Ashdown,  Faith;  Joe 
Robert  Davis,  Ogden,  Outreach; 
Donnie  Young,  Foreman,  Citizen¬ 
ship;  and  Don  Jacks,  DeQueen, 
Witness. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Leieas 

Leteas  Sub-district  met  May  10th 
at  Thibadoux  Methodist  Church. 
There  were  seven  churches  repre¬ 
sented.  They  were:  Houma  Heights, 
Houma  First  Church,  Thibadoux, 
Bayou  Blue,  Dulac,  Lockport  and 
Raceland. 

There  was  an  installation  service 
for  the  newly  elected  officers  elect¬ 
ed  last  meeting.  They  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  present  President, 
Donald  Farley.  The  new  officers 
who  took  charge  of  the  meeting  af¬ 
ter  their  installation  were:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Jimmy  Hebert;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Joan  Peace;  Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer,  Gerald  Vanderhider;  Report¬ 
er,  Mark  Solomon. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at 
Houma  First  Church  in  September. 


ASSEMBLY 
of  the 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  METHODIST  YOUTH 
FELLOWSHIP 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE,  SHREVEPORT,  LOUISIANA 

June  8-12,  1959 

Boy _  Youth  (age) - 

Girl _  Adult _ 

Name  _ _ — - 

Address  _ _ _ _ 

Church _ Charge - - 

District _  Grade  in  school - 

Roommate  request  - — - 

In  emergency  notify - — - - 

Office:  in  local  MYF - - - - 

Beyond  local  church _ Are  you  delegate? - 

Signed _ Pastor  or  counselor. 

Mail  with  $5.00  to  MYF  Assembly,  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  La. 
All  applications  must  reach  this  address  by  June  3,  1959. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Christian  Vocations 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  In¬ 
dianapolis  in  a  recent  address  at 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Convocation  meeting  in  Kansas 
City  spoke  on  “The  Challenge  of 
Christian  Vocations.”  Summoning 
the  Methodist  Church  to  action  in 
recruiting  youth  for  church  voca¬ 
tions,  he  said  words  that  have 
much  to  say  to  every  reader  of  this 
column.  He  grouped  the  kinds  of 
action  we  need  as  information,  in¬ 
spiration,  incarnation,  and  cultiva¬ 
tion.  With  his  permission  I  share 
with  you  what  he  said  about  this: 

“We  need  to  inform  our  church 
membership  and  our  young  people 
as  to  what  is  meant  by  “a  call”  to 
the  ministry;  what  kind  of  experi¬ 
ence  they  may  expect  as  God  takes 
initiative  in  their  lives  to  summon 
them  to  a  church-related  vocation. 

“Secondly,  we  need  inspiration. 
We  need  to  make  known  the  des¬ 
perate  need  of  the  church  for  lead¬ 
ership  and  the  opportunities  for 
highly  adventurous  living  afforded, 
even  demanded  by  the  ministry. 

"Third,  incarnation.  It  is  not 
enough  to  speak  enthusiastically  of 
the  adventuresome  life,  the  creative 
opportunity  to  assist  in  the  making 
of  important  decisions.  We,  as  a 
Methodist  church,  must  be  in  our 
ministry  and  our  church  life  dem¬ 
onstrating  that  this  is  actually  tak¬ 
ing  place  if  our  young  people  are 
to  believe  the  information  and  in¬ 
spiration  we  give  to  them. 

“Fourth,  we  must,  with  far  great¬ 
er  care,  wisdom  and  wise  program¬ 
ming  cultivate  the  young  people 
who  at  our  summer  institutes  yield 
their  lives  unto  Christ  and  declare 
themselves  to  have  heard  the  call 
to  give  their  lives  in  church-relat¬ 
ed  vocations.  There  must  be  the 
right  kind  of  follow-up  with  every 
young  person  who  so  declares  him¬ 
self. 

“The  local  pastor  and  the  par¬ 
ents  are  the  two  most  influential 
groups  of  persons  in  the  lives  of 
our  young  people  as  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  up  their  minds  what  shall  be 
their  life  work. 

“But  ultimately  every  concerned 
and  loyal  Methodist  layman  and 
laywoman  and  minister  should  be 
concerned  to  help  discover  and 
give  the  information  and  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  young  men  and  women 
in  their  church  that  they  would  be 
sensitive  and  ready  and  listening 
for  the  call  of  God. 

“I  have  no  question  but  that 
young  men  and  women  of  the  high¬ 
est  caliber,  when  the  facts  are  pre¬ 
sented  to  them  of  the  need  for  min¬ 
isters  and  the  challenge  and  the 
kind  of  adventuresome  self-giving 
fruitful  life  which  is  possible  in 
the  ministry,  will  respond  to  this 
challenge  in  large  numbers.” 


The  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church  is  seriously  considering 
commissioning  lay  leaders  and  lay 
readers  within  the  denomination  in 
order  to  meet  the  acute  shortage  of 
ordained  clergy,  says  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  R.  C.  Haas,  of  Evansville,  In¬ 
diana,  first  vice-president  of  the 
Church.  He  notes  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation  is  not  now  able  to  supply 
enough  trained  clergy  to  meet  the 
needs  of  churches. 


Teenagers , 

Please  Read 

WE  ARE  living  in  strange  times. 
With  better  homes  to  live  in  than 
ever  before,  more  churches,  with 
the  largest  memberships  ever,  and 
bigger  and  better  schools  and  col¬ 
leges,  we  have  more  crime  than 
ever,  with  a  great  bulk  of  it  com¬ 
mitted  by  teenagers,  many  of  whom 
are  from  “the  better  homes.” 

Much  has  been  said  about  the 
failure  of  parents,  the  churches, 
the  schools,  the  communities.  Not 
too  much  has  been  said  about  the 
responsibility  of  the  teenagers 
themselves  for  their  lawlessness. 
Since  teenagers  are  not  only  old 
enough  to  know  right  from  wrong, 
but,  in  the  case  of  juvenile  delin¬ 
quents,  often  choose  deliberately  to 
do  what  they  know  is  wrong,  this 
points  up  something  for  our  careful 
consideration. 

The  small  percent  of  teenagers 
who  are  constituting  a  class  fast 
becoming  Public  Enemy  No.  1,  who 
are  giving  a  bad  reputation  to  teen¬ 
agers  the  most  of  whom  are  fine, 
upright  young  people,  think  they 
are  heroes.  Their  fellow  teenagers 
need  to  help  them  see  that  when 
one  rebels  against  parental,  school, 
and  governmental  authority  he  is 
not  a  hero,  but  something  desig¬ 
nated  by  another  four-letter  word 
starting  with  “h”  —  heel  or  hood. 
And  it  might  be  further  pointed 
out  that  unless  he  changes  the  way 
he  is  going  he  will  wind  up  in  a 
place  designated  by  another  four- 
letter  word  starting  with  “h” — hell. 

Right-thinking,  courageous  teen¬ 
agers  will  not  be  drawn  in  by  the 
hoods.  Teenagers  themselves  often 
can  do  more  to  bring  the  rebels  of 
their  group  back  into  line  than  can 
parents,  teachers,  or  law-enforce¬ 
ment  officers.  Even  the  teenage 
hoodlum  will  wilt  when  he  finds 
he  has  no  following.  What  we  need 
is  the  exertion  of  discipline  by 
teenagers  upon  teenagers  through 
the  right  kind  of  teenage  leadership. 

Never  before  have  teenagers 
been  thrown  so  much  upon  the  re¬ 
sources  of  their  own  character. 
Those  who  want  to  live  immorally 
have  multitudinous  opportunities 
and  temptations  to  do  so.  But  it  is 
also  true  that  the  teenagers  of  to¬ 
day  who  dare  to  live  for  God  and 
right  have  unparalleled  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  become  great  men  and  wom¬ 
en  in  all  walks  of  our  society.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  one  who  is  good  just  be¬ 
cause  he  never  had  a  chance  to  be 
bad  is  not  so  good  after  all.  It  takes 
more  wisdom  and  more  courage  to 
choose  the  high  road,  often  a  lonely 
and  straight  and  narrow  way,  than 
to  travel  the  broad  and  crowded 
way  that  leads  to  destruction.  — 
Erwin  L.  McDonald,  in  an  editoral 
in  Arkansas  Baptist 

Grand  Prairie  Elects 
New  Officers 

New  officers  of  the  Grand  Prairie 
Sub-district  are:  President,  Pat 
Clyburn,  Carlisle;  V.  Pres.,  Tommy 
Coyle,  Hazen;  Secretary,  Sharron 
Simmons,  Des  Arc;  Treasurer,  Sis¬ 
sy  Goacher,  Hamilton;  Publicity, 
Pat  Cunningham,  Lonoke;  Faith, 
Vicky  Rhodes,  Hazen;  Witness, 
Bonnie  Flynn,  Hamilton;  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Richard  Griffin,  DeValls 
Bluff;  Citizenship,  G.  W.  Moore, 
Des  Arc;  Outreach,  Rose  Marie 
Sims,  Lonoke;  Power  and  Concern, 
Phyllis  Kittler,  Carlisle;  and  Coun¬ 
selor,  Jab  Ketchum,  Lonoke. 
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Annual  Meetings  Held  By  Districts 


Monroe 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Monroe  District  met 
in  Delhi  at  9:30  April  16  for  the  An¬ 
nual  District  Meeting. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the 
president,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Ensminger,  who 
called  attention  to  the  theme  for 
the  day  “The  Call  to  Witness.” 

Rev.  I.  A.  Love,  host  pastor,  gave 
the  call  to  worship. 

Members  and  visitors  were  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  local  president,  Mrs. 
Cook.  The  minutes  of  the  1958  meet¬ 
ing  were  read  by  the  secretary,  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Jackson. 

A  telegram  was  sent  to  Mrs.  O. 
W.  Welch,  district  secretary  of  lit¬ 
erature  and  publications,  express¬ 
ing  sympathy  in  the  accident  that 
occured  while  on  her  way  to  the 
meeting  which  resulted  in  the  death 
of  an  elderly  man  who  walked  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  path  of  her  car. 

Mrs.  Ensminger  spoke  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  all  local  officers  in  the 
societies  making  a  special  effort  to 
attend  their  own  zone  meetings 
where  the  meeting  would  be  devot¬ 
ed  to  officers’  training. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  the  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  of  Mon¬ 
roe  extended  an  invitation  for  the 
spring  meeting  of  1960. 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Metcalf,  research  chair¬ 
man,  submitted  the  following  slate 
of  officers  from  the  nominating 
committee  and  which  were  elected: 
vice-president,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Harper, 
Collinston;  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Jackson,  Monroe;  promotion, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Dampier,  Collinston;  re¬ 
cording  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  N.  Jack- 
son,  Monroe;  promotion,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Dampier,  Collinston;  missionary  ed¬ 
ucation,  Mrs.  D.  F.  Davis,  Lake 
Providence;  Christian  social  rela¬ 
tions,  Mrs.  Sidney  Seegers,  Colum¬ 
bia;  student,  Mrs.  Corbin  S.  Turpin, 
Monroe;  supply,  Mrs.  Madge  Curtis, 
Extension;  spiritual  life  cultivation, 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Taylor,  Monroe;  status 
of  women,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Goode,  Mon¬ 
roe;  missionary  personnel,  Mrs.  E. 
L.  Tatum,  Oak  Grove.  The  resig¬ 
nations  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Person  and 
Mrs.  Sidney  Seegers,  Jr.,  were  ac¬ 
cepted  with  regret. 

A  beautiful  pledge  service  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  district  treasurer,  Miss 
Ola  Mae  Pennington,  was  presented 
in  the  form  of  a  map  of  the  district 
with  the  location  of  each  society 
placed  on  the  map  which  was  elec¬ 
trically  wired.  As  each  local  treas¬ 
urer  came  forward  and  stated  the 
number  of  members  and  the  pledge 
of  her  society,  the  light  came  on  at 
her  location. 

The  pledge  for  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  for  1959-60  is  to  be  $15,450. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Harper,  secretary  of 
promotion,  stated  there  are  one  hun¬ 
dred  eleven  new  members  gained 
in  the  district  for  the  year,  3  new 
societies  gained  and  several  District 
Members. 

It  was  voted  to  send  telegrams  to 
Louisiana  Senators  and  Representa¬ 
tives  in  Washington  supporting  the 
bills  for  Economic  Security  and  the 
World  Trade  Movement. 

After  the  lunch  hour,  Mrs.  James 
T.  Harris  installed  the  officers. 

A  scholarship  of  $360  to  train  a 
young  missionary  was  given  by  an 


anonymous  donor  honoring  Mrs. 
Harris  for  her  life’s  dedication  to 
the  Lord’s  work. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Boddie  presided  over 
the  memorial  service. 

The  guest  speaker,  Miss  Alice  Al- 
sup,  retired  missionary  to  Japan 
and  China,  praised  the  J-3’s  from 
Louisiana  and  related  some  inter¬ 
esting  personal  incidents. 

Dr.  James  T.  Harris,  district  sup¬ 
erintendent,  closed  the  meeting  with 
prayer. 


Fort  Smith 

First  Methodist  Church,  Paris, 
Arkansas,  was  host  to  the  Fort 
Smith  District  Pledge  Service  and 
Officer’s  Training,  Thursday,  May 
14,  1959,  with  approximately  one 
hundred  seventy-five  women  in 
attendance. 

Assisting  the  District  Officers 
conduct  training  clinics,  were  the 
following  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  Officers,  who  were  special 
guests: 

Mrs.  William  Hall,  Widener,  Ark., 
Treasurer 

Mrs.  Hubert  Pearce,  Wynne,  Ark., 
Sec.  of  Promotion 
Mrs.  James  L.  Elmore,  Fort  Smith, 
Sec.  of  Student  Work 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  Searcy, 
Ark.,  Spiritual  Life  Cultivation 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Forrest  City, 
Literature  and  Publications 
Mrs.  T.  Leland  Hunt,  Fort  Smith, 
Sec.  of  Supply  Work 
Mrs.  A.  M.  McKennon,  Scranton, 
Sec.  of  Status  of  Women 
Mrs.  Leo  W.  Blakely,  Fort  Smith, 
Sec.  of  Missionary  Personnel 

A  Love  Offering  to  Missions, 
honoring  Mrs.  Sam  Roberts  of 
Booneville,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lewis, 
of  Greenwood,  for  their  many  years 
of  service,  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Robert  Gregg,  District  Promotion 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  William  Hall,  Forrest  City, 
Conference  Treasurer,  assisted  Mrs. 
G.  A.  McKee,  Fort  Smith,  District 
Treasurer,  with  the  Pledge  Service, 
after  which  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  of 
Searcy,  Arkansas,  Spiritual  Life 
leader  of  Conference  Work,  gave 
a  heart  warming  devotional. 

Preceding  a  delicious  luncheon 
served  by  the  women  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Paris,  Dr.  Ethan 
Dodgen,  District  Superintendent,  in¬ 
stalled  the  following  District  Offi¬ 
cers: 

Mrs.  Ralph  R.  Cornelius,  Fort 
Smith,  President 

Mrs.  J.  Y.  Dollar,  Van  Buren, 
Vice  President 

Mrs.  Everett  Krablin,  Fort  Smith, 
Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  G.  A.  McKee,  Fort  Smith, 
Treasurer 

Mrs.  Robert  W.  Gregg,  Fort  Smith, 
Secretary  of  Promotion 
Mrs.  Boyd  Formby,  Mulberry, 
Ark.,  Missionary  Education  and 
Service 

Mrs.  Paul  Rapier,  Van  Buren, 
Sec.  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions 

Mrs.  Jim  Boyd,  Fort  Smith,  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild 
Mrs.  Perry  Bush,  Fort  Smith,  Sec. 
of  Student  Work 


Mrs.  Elmo  Thomason,  Fort  Smith, 
Sec.  of  Youth  Work 
Mrs.  Gene  Davidson,  Waldron, 
Sec.  of  Children’s  Work 
Mrs.  George  W.  Evans,  Van  Bur¬ 
en,  Sec.  of  Spiritual  Life 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Hoggard,  Fort  Smith, 
Literature  and  Publications 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Randolph,  Altus,  Sec. 
of  Supply  Work 

Mrs.  Monte  Harrison,  Paris,  Sec. 

of  Status  of  Women 
Mrs.  Charles  Bryant,  Clarksville, 
Sec.  of  Missionary  Personnel 


Paragould 

The  spring  meeting  of  the  Para¬ 
gould  District  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  held  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Poca¬ 
hontas,  May  13,  1959,  with  seven¬ 
teen  societies  represented.  The 
theme  for  the  day  was  “Seeking  to 
Keep  in  Tune  with  God.” 

The  meeting  opened  with  an  or¬ 
gan  prelude  by  Mrs.  Rector  John¬ 
son  and  the  devotional  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  McDonald,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  local  church.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  unusually  inspirational 
message  was  “The  Light  of  the 
World.” 

The  welcome  address  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Dale  Hanks,  President  of 
the  Pocahontas  society,  and  the  re¬ 
sponse  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Poe  of  Para¬ 
gould. 

Mrs.  Lee  Ward,  President,  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  session.  Upon 
roll  call  of  the  societies,  the  local 
presidents  gave  their  annual  re¬ 
ports.  The  standing  nominating 
committee  reported  the  resignation 
of  two  District  Officers:  President, 
Mrs.  Lee  Ward,  who  has  moved  out 
of  the  District,  and  Mrs.  Don  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Secretary  of  Promotion. 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Poe  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Sid  Lee  of  Camp 
Ground,  Secretary  of  Promotion. 

Miss  Iris  Bell,  Rural  Worker  in 
Paragould  District,  in  speaking  of 
her  pleasure  in  the  work  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  chose  as  her  topic  “Forth  in 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  I  Go.” 

Mrs.  Ben  DeVoll,  District  Treas¬ 
urer,  spoke  on  the  pledges  and  con¬ 
ducted  an  impressive  Pledge  Serv¬ 
ice  entitled  “Our  Song  of  Promise.” 
At  the  close  of  this  service  Mrs. 
Rector  Johnson  sang  “Above  the 
Hills.” 

Following  a  delicious  lunch 
served  by  the  local  society,  the 
afternoon  program  opened  with  the 
theme  song  “O  For  a  Thousand 
Tongues.”  Mrs.  Mabel  Pope  intro¬ 
duced  the  Inspirational  Speaker  for 
the  day,  Miss  Ethel  Decker  of  the 
Wesley  House,  Memphis.  Miss 
Decker  proved  to  be  a  delightful  and 
inspiring  speaker.  She  showed  col¬ 
ored  slides  on  how  Wesley  House 
grew  from  a  very  modest  beginning 
to  the  present  day  modern  building 
and  equipment,  giving  them  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  rendering  splendid 
service  at  the  Methodist  Community 
Center. 

The  Day’s  program  closed  with 
an  impressive  Memorial  Service 
given  by  the  Spiritual  Life  Secre¬ 
taries  of  the  local  societies  and  con¬ 
ducted  by  Miss  Bell. 

A  Fellowship  period  followed  the 
closing  of  the  meeting  when  best 
wishes  were  extended  to  Miss  Deck¬ 
er  and  to  the  out-going  President, 
Mrs.  Ward. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jennings,  La.,  were  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  evening  service,  Sun¬ 
day,  May  3.  Mrs.  Ed  Andrus  became 
president  of  the  W.S.C.S.;  Mrs.  Her¬ 
bert  Buch  will  be  president  of  the 
Guild. 

Four  life  memberships  were  pre¬ 
sented  during  the  service.  Mrs.  Ken¬ 
neth  McDowell  and  Mrs.  Herbert 
Buch  were  recipients  of  the  W.S.C.S. 
awards;  Mrs.  Herbert  Buch  and  Miss 
Doris  Shell  were  honored  by  the 
Guild.  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell  led 
the  installation  service  and  present¬ 
ed  the  awards. 


The  Supervisor’s  Club  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ouachita  River  was 
the  setting  for  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  Camden  First  Church 
held  on  Monday,  May  4,  at  10  a.m. 
Roses  were  used  to  decorate  the 
club  room,  the  worship  center  and 
the  luncheon  tables  set  for  approx¬ 
imately  one  hundred  people. 

Mrs.  Buddin’s  devotional  stressed 
the  two-fold  nature  of  Christian 
Fellowship— an  inner  experience 
followed  by  outer  activity.  Mrs. 
Howard  East  was  in  charge  of  the 
service  which  honored  the  eleven 
past  presidents  who  have  served 
since  1940.  Interesting  and  amusing 
reminiscences  read  from  past  So¬ 
ciety  minutes  reminded  members  of 
the  Society’s  progress  during  the 
years  it  has  been  called  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
Those  honored  included:  Miss  Lalla 
Thornton,  Mrs.  George  Moseley, 
Mrs.  A.  Clift,  Mrs.  David  Reynolds, 
Mrs.  John  Stinson,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Paul 
Edwards,  Mrs.  Ernest  Glaze,  Mrs. 
Don  Harrell,  Mrs.  Nelson  Thornton 
and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Atkins,  Mrs.  Thorn¬ 
ton  served  again  as  president  after 
Mrs.  Atkins. 

The  Memorial  Service  honoring 
the  memory  of  Mrs.  Ludy  Ellis  and 
Mrs.  Jeff  May  was  conducted  by 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Dedman,  Sr.  She  lit  two 
candles  flanking  an  arch  which 
symbolized  the  passing  of  their  lives 
into  the  Christ  life.  Mrs.  Richard 
Waggoner  sang  “Sunrise  Tomor¬ 
row.” 

After  the  luncheon  served  by  the 
committee  headed  by  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Milner  and  Mrs.  Will  Parker,  Mrs. 
Thornton,  retiring  president,  gave 
her  report  and  recommendations. 

The  incoming  president,  Mrs.  Paul 
Edwards,  thanked  Mrs.  Thornton  in 
behalf  of  the  Society  for  her  lead¬ 
ership  which  for  four  years  had 
effected  outstanding  achievements. 

The  pledge  service  was  directed 
by  Mrs.  Will  Moseley  who  reminded 
the  members  of  the  world  wide  good 
the  money  donated  in  this  local 
society  would  achieve. 

After  the  circle  count  Mrs.  Jack 
W.  Newton  announced  the  winning 
of  the  quarterly  attendance  record 
by  Mrs.  Thomas  Lockett’s  and  Mrs. 
Bill  Lester’s  circles.  She  read  the 
names  of  the  new  circle  chairmen 
who,  in  turn,  read  the  names  of 
their  members  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Prayer  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Dedman,  Sr., 
marked  the  close  of  the  meeting. 
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“T  h  e  Challenge  of  Citizenship,” 
stressing  the  fact  that  college-edu¬ 
cated  men  and  women  have  great¬ 
er  responsibilities  in  citizenship 
than  those  who  were  unable  to  ob¬ 
tain  college  educations. 

‘‘The  first  and  biggest  challenge 
of  citizenship  for  the  college  man 
or  woman  is  to  be  informed,”  he 
declared.  “For  those  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  benefit  of  a  college  edu¬ 
cation,  the  challenge  of  citizenship 
does  not  end  with  being  informed, 
but  extends  to  educating  others.  A 
third  challenge  of  citizenship  to 
the  college  man  and  woman  is  to 
serve  his  government  when  neces¬ 
sary.” 

Dr.  French  said  the  final  chal¬ 
lenge  of  citizenship  to  the  college 
graduate,  particularly  to  those  edu¬ 
cated  at  a  church-related  institu¬ 
tion  like  Centenary  College,  is  to 
insist  upon  those  moral  principles 
which  are  part  of  his  religious 
background.  He  should  insist  up¬ 
on  ethics  in  government,  Dr. 
French  asserted,  upon  stewardship 
in  government  and  on  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  over  the  rights  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  government  itself. 

The  commencement  ceremonies 
followed  the  traditional  baccalaur¬ 
eate  services  at  11  a.m.  in  the 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the 
campus.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
baccalaureate  rites  was  Dr.  Jesse 
Wilson,  former  Baptist  missionary 
to  Japan  and  former  secretary  of 
the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil.  Dr.  Wilson  delivered  his  bac¬ 
calaureate  sermon  on  the  topic, 
“The  Imperative  and  the  Impossi¬ 
ble,”  pointing  out  that,  with  the 
help  of  God,  many  seemingly  im¬ 
possible  things  are  accomplished. 

Introduced  by  President  Mickle, 
the  speaker  noted  that,  during 
World  War  II,  our  military  men 
and  the  scientists  caught  up  in  the 
war  program  often  were  confront¬ 
ed  with  situations  which  demanded 
that  they  do  what  seemingly  could 
not  be  done.  By  obeying  the  im¬ 
perative  of  each  situation,  they  re¬ 
peatedly  did  the  impossible. 

“To  some,  this  may  sound  like 
crazy  talk,”  he  conceded.  “It  is  not 
crazy,  though;  it  is  only  paradoxi¬ 
cal,  some  of  the  deepest  truths  and 
some  of  the  deepest  experiences  of 
human  life  can  be  set  forth  only 
in  paradoxical  language — language 
in  which  one  part  seems  to  be  a 
contradiction  of  the  other  part.” 

Dr.  Wilson  noted  that  Christ 
made  use  of  the  paradox  when  He 
said  that  “whosoever  would  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it,  and  whosoever 
loses  his  life  for  My  sake  will  find 
it.”  By  trying  to  obey  the  imper¬ 
ative  to  perfection,  as  set  forth  by 
Jesus  Christ,  he  said,  “we  shall  at 
least  approximate  the  impossible 
and  be  recognizable  as  Christians 
in  any  culture.” 

Vice  President  Cooke  gave  the 
opening  prayer,  and  Dean  Vogel 
gave  the  Scripture  reading  for  the 
baccalaureate  rites.  The  benedic¬ 
tion  was  given  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Pled¬ 
ger,  professor  of  Bible  and  sociol¬ 
ogy.  Nancy  Freeman  was  guest 
soloist,  and  Zollene  Bennett  was 
organist. 


HUTTON  -  HALL 


The  Monroe-Ruston  District  Older  Adult  Camp  was 
held  May  12,  13,  and  14  at  Camp  Alabama.  Directors 
were  Rev.  Ralph  Cain  and  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill.  Staff 
included  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Barham;  Mrs.  H.  Outz, 
Crafts,  Minden;  Mrs.  Glen  Laskey,  Ruston,  Resource 
Leader  on  Mexico;  Mrs.  James  T.  Harris,  Monroe,  Re¬ 


source  Leader  on  Cuba;  Rev.  James  Woodward,  Ruston, 
Worship  Leader;  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Ruston,  Worship 
Leader;  and  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  Ruston,  Camp  Preach¬ 
er.  Forty-two  were  in  attendance  at  the  camp,  repre¬ 
senting  10  churches. 


On  the  pine-shaded  block  east  of  Slidell  City  Hall, 
ground-breaking  ceremonies  for  the  construction  of  the 
first  unit  of  the  new  'Methodist  Church  plant  were  held 
following  the  eleven  o'clock  communion  service  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  May  3.  Assisting  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Giles,  in  administering  the  Holy  Sacrament  and  leading 
in  the  ground-breaking  ceremonies  was  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

Soil  from  the  present  Methodist  site  was  scattered 
at  the  new  location  by  children  of  each  Sunday  School 
class. 

Active  in  the  ground-breaking  were  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Sunday  School  and  members  of  the 
Women's  Bible  class  and  the  building  committee — W.  A. 
Baker,  chairman;  Finley  Embree;  W.  L.  Folse,  Jr.;  How¬ 
ard  Levey;  John  Mayfield,  Jr.;  Forest  M.  Pearce,  Sr.;  and 


Harry  Spence. 

Also  participating  were  Mrs.  Rosa  Crockett,  who  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  Slidell  Methodist  Church  in  1901 ; 
Dr.  F.  R.  Singleton  and  G.  V.  Wharton,  honorary  board 
members  having  served  forty  years  each  on  the  official 
board. 

Reverend  Henry  A.  Rickey  led  the  congregation  in 
the  traditional  ground-breaking  ritual. 

The  first  unit  of  the  Methodist  Church  plant  will 
be  an  educational  building  with  adequate  space  for 
Sunday  School  attendance.  Construction  will  begin  as 
soon  as  the  architect's  plans  are  ready.  Completion  is 
anticipated  early  in  the  winter.  The  sanctuary  is  plan¬ 
ned  for  a  later  date. 

The  present  church  membership  lists  5 10  active 
members  with  a  Sunday  School  membership  of  2 40. 
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D.  M.  Hayes,  left,  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Helmke,  right,  of  Second  Methodist  Church,  were  named  as  the  Methodist 
Layman  and  Methodist  Woman  of  the  Year,  respectively,  at  the  New  Orleans 
district  board  of  missions  annual  meeting  Thursday  night. 

The  two  honorees,  with  a  total  of  115  years  combined  service  for  the 
church,  were  presented  with  specially  inscribed  Bibles  by  the  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  center,  district  superintendent. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  Parker  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Perrier. 

Mrs.  Helmke  has  been  active  for  52  years  in  Methodist  women's  work, 
serving  as  a  board  member  of  the  Methodist  Home  hospital  here  and  as  a 
steward,  trustee  and  Sunday  School  superintendent  at  the  Second  Methodist 
Church. 

Because  of  her  efforts  at  the  church,  it  has  become  known  affection¬ 
ately  in  local  Methodist  circles  as  "Mrs.  Helmke's  Preacher  Training  Sta¬ 
tion." 

Hayes,  who  began  his  active  church  work  in  1893,  has  served  as  a 
steward  of  the  First  Methodist  church  for  more  than  50  years.  According  to 
the  award  citation,  the  new  $1  million  plus  church  now  under  construction 
" would  have  been  an  impossibility  without  his  efforts." 

Guest  speaker  at  the  district  meeting  was  the  Rev.  William  Trice, 
pastor  of  William  B.  Reily  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
who,  like  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey  is  an  alumnus  of  "Mrs.  Helmke's  Preacher  Train¬ 
ing  Station." 


Shown  above  is  Dr.  J.  G.  Snelling  receiving  a  birthday  cake  from  Mrs. 
L.  L.  Burns  of  the  Adult  Fellowship  Group,  David  Haas  Memorial  Church, 
Bunkie.  A  surprise  birthday  party,  honoring  Dr.  Snelling  on  his  90th  birth¬ 
day,  was  given  recently  by  the  Adult  Fellowship  Group.  Dr.  Snelling  is 
Honorary  Associate  Minister  of  the  Bunkie  Church  and  forty-five  years,  be¬ 
fore  his  retirement,  was  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans. 


DeRidder  Church 
Prepares  for 
New  Sanctuary 

The  Official  Board  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  La., 
has  appointed  a  “Memorial  Com¬ 
mittee”  to  assist  all  persons  who 
plan  to  give  a  gift,  or  a  memorial 
in  memory  of  some  friend,  or  loved 
one. 

This  action  was  taken  to  assist 
all  those  persons  who  have  been 
seeking  to  donate  money  or  furni¬ 
ture  to  the  Wesley  Church.  Accord¬ 


ing  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  James  Skin¬ 
ner,  “The  work  on  the  new  Sanctu¬ 
ary  will  soon  start,  and  this  will  be 
an  opportunity  that  comes  only 
once,”  so  those  who  wish  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  growth  of  this  new 
Church  will  be  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

The  members  of  the  “Memorial 
Committee”  are  A.  J.  McGrede,  Mid 
Cole,  and  Gilbert  Blankenbaker. 

All  the  friends  of  the  Wesley 
Church  are  invited  to  participate 
in  the  working  of  the  Committee. 
If  there  is  any  information  desired, 
please  contact  one  of  the  above,  or 
the  pastor,  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner. 


Airs.  Carey  Collie  is  shown  examining  one  of  her  water  color  paintings 
at  the  May  10  art  exhibit  prepared  by  the  Art  Group  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Collie  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Robert 
M.  Collie,  minister  of  education  at  Rayne  Memorial. 


The  Wesley  Society  met  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  Bunkie  on  April  28th  for  the  second  meeting  of  the  group.  Dr.  W.  E. 
Trice,  president  of  the  Society,  presided  at  the  meeting.  Approximately 
forty  ministers,  representing  all  eight  districts  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
were  present  for  the  day. 

The  purpose  of  the  Society  is  to  study  the  Meaning  of  Methodism  and 
to  give  it  a  valid  interpretation  for  the  modern  day.  The  following  papers 
were  presented: 

"John  Wesley's  Understanding  of  Baptism"  by  Rev.  Edward  Thomas, 
pastor  First  Methodist  Church,  Hammond;  "An  Understanding  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing  and  Evening  Services  of  John  Wesley "  by  Rev.  Don  Guines,  associate 
pastor.  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles;  and  "John  Wesley's  Under¬ 
standing  of  the  Lord's  Supper"  by  Rev.  James  Adams,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  lota. 

It  was  decided  the  group  would  meet  during  Pastor's  School  for  their 
next  meeting. 


Shown  above  are  the  pastors  who  presented  papers  at  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Wesley  Society.  They  are.  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  president  of  the 
Society,  Rev.  Edward  Thomas,  Rev.  James  Adams,  and  Rev.  Don  Guines. 
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Richard  Miller  recently  received  the  Boy  Scout  God  and  Country  award. 
Shown  with  Richard  are  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  and  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Miller.  Richard's 
older  brother,  Jimmy,  received  the  award  a  few  years  ago. 


Nat’l  Scholarship 
Winners  Honored 
At  Centenary 

Winners  of  National  Methodist 
Scholarships  were  among  those 
honored  Thursday  at  the  annual 
General  Honors  program  held  in 
the  Haynes  Memorial  Gymnasium 
at  Centenary  College. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice- 
president  of  Centenary,  recognized 
the  following  students  who  have 
held  the  scholarships  during  the 
past  year:  Alice  Joan  Templeton, 
Bastrop;  Anita  Merline  Stephens, 
Logansport;  Frederick  W.  Schwen- 
dimann,  Coushatta;  Edith  Elliott, 
Vivian,  and  Mary  Lou  Low,  Jen¬ 
nings.  The  scholarships  are  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education  in  recognition  of  scholar¬ 
ship,  Christian  character,  leader¬ 
ship  and  promise  of  future  useful¬ 
ness. 

The  Freshman  Achievement 
Award  in  mathematics  was  won  by 
Martin  D.  MacRoberts  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  who  earned  the  highest  grades 
in  mathematical  subjects  during 
his  initial  year  on  the  campus.  Ken¬ 
neth  Russell,  also  of  Shreveport, 
won  the  Physical  Education  Award, 
a  trophy  presented  for  excellence 
in  physical  education  subjects. 
George  Acton  Jr.  of  Plain  Dealing 
received  the  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta 
Award  for  the  highest  average  in 
premedical  subjects  of  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  premedical  fraternity. 

French  Awards,  for  excellence  in 
that  language,  were  given  to  Gloria 
Gaffney  and  Nancy  White,  both  of 
Shreveport,  and  Marguerite  Mc¬ 
Dowell  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.  Kather¬ 
ine  Mack  of  Port  Arthur,  Tex., 
won  the  Mabel  Campbell  Award 
of  $25  for  excellence  in  creative 
writing. 

Delta  Tau  Omicron  certificates 
for  excellence  in  commerce  and 
economics  were  awarded  to  the 
following:  Coan  Knight,  Leesville; 
Cecile  Plummer,  Waco,  Tex.;  Pen¬ 
ny  Hawkins,  Mary  Murphree,  Bob¬ 
by  Avett,  Patricia  Festervand  and 
David  Gay,  all  of  Shreveport,  and 
Tanne  McDade,  Belcher. 

Miss  Plummer,  this  year’s  Cen¬ 
tenary  Lady,  and  Warren  West  of 
Shreveport,  the  1958-59  Centenary 
Gentleman,  were  presented  wrist- 


watches  by  a  local  jeweler,  J.  W. 
McCary.  Keys  were  presented  to 
all  members  of  the  Honor  Court 
and  the  Student  Senate.  Awards 
in  men’s  and  women’s  intramurals, 
ROTC  work  and  military  activities 
also  were  presented  during  the 
special  program. 


Monroe  District 
Music  Clinic 
Is  Held 

The  aspirations  of  a  small  group 
of  musicians  interested  in  promot¬ 
ing,  guiding,  and  encouraging  the 
music  program  in  the  Methodist 
Churches  were  recently  material¬ 
ized  in  the  organization  of  the 
Methodist  Music  Association. 

One  of  the  first  projects  of  the 
executive  committee  composed  of 
Eugene  Smith,  Kenneth  Adams, 
Eloy  Fominaya,  L.  Slade  Brown, 
and  Irvie  Lee  Temple,  was  the 
planning  of  a  Music  Clinic  for  the 
whole  Methodist  Monroe  District. 
This  clinic  is  to  be  an  annual  proj¬ 
ect  and  the  first  one  was  held  May 
1  and  2  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe. 

The  response  to  this  clinic  by 
the  church  musicians  of  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  was  more  than  encour¬ 
aging.  More  than  fifty  church 
musicians  were  registered  during 
Friday  evening  by  Don  Spargo, 
registrar.  Members  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  Choir,  with  Mrs. 
Marie  Wamsley  as  general  hostess, 
welcomed  the  group  with  a  buffet 
supper.  Before  classes  were  held 
the  musicians  were  welcomed  to 
the  first  annual  clinic  by  Kenneth 
Adams,  chairman,  during  the  gen¬ 
eral  assembly. 

Classes  were  provided  for  the 


needs  of  all  working  in  the  music 
program  of  churches  led  by  out¬ 
standing  teachers  of  the  Monroe 
area.  Conducting  was  held  by  Eu¬ 
gene  Smith,  director  of  McGuire 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe; 
Sight  Singing,  R.  Frank  Parker, 
teacher  of  piano  and  voice,  Monroe; 
Music  Theory,  Eloy  Fominaya,  di¬ 
rector  of  First  Methodist  Choir  and 
of  Northeast  State  College;  LeRoy 
Anspach,  Organist,  St.  Paul’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe;  organ  play¬ 
ing,  Dr.  Marshall  Bretz,  Louisiana 
Tech,  Ruston;  Music  Committee, 
Jack  Dew,  McGuire  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe. 

The  group  was  dismissed  after 
classes  by  Dr.  James  T.  Harris,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  with  a  short  inspiring  talk  on 
the  relationship  of  the  Minister  of 
Music,  The  Choir,  and  The  Minister 
of  the  Church. 

Saturday,  May  2,  Dr.  George  W. 
Pomeroy  welcomed  the  class  to  the 
First  Methodist  Church.  Most  of 
the  churches  in  the  district  were 
represented  by  members  of  their 
Choifs  in  a  final  choir  workshop  in 
which  all  participated  under  the 
inspiring  supervision  of  Eloy  Fom¬ 
inaya  and  Eugene  Smith. 

The  results  of  such  a  large  group 
of  church  musicians  working  to¬ 
gether  to  further  their  worship  pro¬ 
grams  was  most  gratifying.  So 
much  so  that  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Rayville  has  asked  to 
host  next  year’s  clinic. 


The  Every  Member  Canvass  Program  Dinner  of 
Winbourne  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  held 
April  14th  in  the  Winbourne  Elementary  School  Gym¬ 
nasium,  was  attended  by  more  than  two  hundred  persons. 
This  number  represented  an  attendance  increase  of  more 
than  four  hundred  per  cent  over  previous  years.  The 
dinner  was  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Men  who  as¬ 
sumed  responsibility  for  all  phases  of  planning  and 
preparation,  apart  from  the  presentation  of  the  1959-60 
financial  program  of  the  church. 

Featured  at  the  dinner  were  the  showing  of  the  film 
"Split  Level  Family"  and  the  careful  and  challenging 
presentation  of  the  church's  proposed  financial  program. 


This  program  was  explained  in  detail  by  T.  W.  Anthony, 
Felix  Parker,  Neil  Goodson,  Albert  Mizell,  Ofney  Ellis, 
Charles  Edwards  and  Bill  Ginocchio,  who  also  served  as 
Master  of  Ceremonies.  The  success  of  the  dinner  was 
due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  work  of  Joe  Ellis  and 
Jim  Newsom,  president  of  the  Methodist  Men. 

Final  results  of  the  Every  Member  Canvass  have 
not  yet  been  tabulated,  but  a  record  number  of  pledges 
have  been  received,  and  the  total  already  pledged  is  at 
least  $3,000.00  more  than  any  previous  amount  pledged 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  Rev.  Reuel  H.  Allen  is 
pastor  of  Winbourne  Methodist  Church. 
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MINISTERS’  PENSIONS 
—A  JOB  FOR  LAYMEN 

(Continued  from,  page  5) 
within  our  ministerial  ranks  those 
dedicated  young  men  who  might 
otherwise  be  tempted  to  seek  a 
modicum  of  financial  security  else¬ 
where.  And  it  should  aid  us  in  at¬ 
tracting  effective  young  men  into 
our  conference. 

We  men  of  Methodism,  we  lay¬ 
men,  have  been  asleep  at  the  switch 
too  long  on  this  matter  of  min¬ 
isterial  pensions.  Our  ministers  are 
helpless  to  correct  these  conditions. 
We  like  to  think  that  within  our 
lay  ranks  are  at  least  average  busi¬ 
ness  abilities.  Let’s  put  them  to 
work! 


Mr.  Kickman  is  vice-president  and  gen¬ 
eral  counsel  for  the  Aluminum  Company 
of  America.  In  addition  to  serving  in  his 
local  church  and  conference,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Reserve  Pensions  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Annual  Conference. 

News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

In  an  era  of  overwhelming  growth 
in  metropolitan  areas,  Protestant 
churches  must  think  and  plan  in 
urban  terms  if  they  are  to  make 
any  impression  on  an  urbanized 
society,  a  city  development  author¬ 
ity  has  told  urban  leaders  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  “The  city  in¬ 
creasingly  will  determine  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  America  and  its  churches,” 
says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clifford  C.  Ham. 
Dr.  Ham  is  both  a  professor  of 
church  and  city  planning  at  the 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  a  graduate 
in  city  planning  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  “Ours  is  an  urban 
culture,  and  we  in  the  church  must 
begin  to  think  urban,”  Dr.  Ham 
says.  “It  used  to  be  that  the  country 
areas  supplied  the  cities’  population. 
This  is  no  longer  true.  Far  more 
children  are  born  in  urban  areas; 
only  one-tenth  of  our  population 
lives  on  farms,  and  the  percentage 
is  diminishing  rapidly.  The  Bureau 
of  Census  reports  that  in  urban 
areas,  where  two-thirds  of  our 
population  lives,  barely  half  of  all 
Protestants  are  found.  But  in  these 
areas  are  96  per  cent  of  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  and  79  per  cent  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  population.  In  Methodist 
terms,  if  it  is  true  that  three-fourths 
of  the  Methodist  churches  are  in 
rural  areas,  as  has  been  said,  we 
must  ask:  Is  the  Methodist  Church 
relevant  to  today’s  needs  in  an  ur¬ 
ban  culture?  To  think  urban,  we 
must  see  the  wonder  and  the  glory 
of  the  cities,  not  merely  the  crime 
and  the  delinquency.” 


For  the  past  four  years,  the  City 
of  Victoria,  Australia,  has  been  ex¬ 
perimenting  with  the  appointment 
of  chaplains  to  secondary  schools. 
And  the  policy  has  been  pronounced 
“good.”  Ten  appointments  have  al¬ 
ready  been  made.  More  are  being 
asked  for.  The  chaplains  are  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  “Council  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  in  Schools,”  and  they 
represent  in  the  schools  the  seven 
constituent  churches  of  the  Council. 
The  work  is  interdenominational. 
This  experiment,  claimed  to  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  English- 
speaking  world,  has  received  the 
endorsement  of  the  Australian  State 
Education  Department,  and  has  been 
praised  by  school  principals  as  well 
as  by  the  churches.  It  is  an  attempt 
to  bring  into  technical  and  high 
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schools  not  only  skilled  religious 
teaching,  but  also  school  worship 
and  Christian  counselling.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  of  one  technical  school  where 
there  is  a  chaplain  said  recently: 
“This  is  the  greatest  thing  that  has 
happened  in  my  forty-seven  years 
in  the  teaching  service.” 


Within  the  next  few  weeks, 
ground  will  be  broken  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  for  a  newly-organized  in¬ 
terdenominational  Theological  Cen¬ 
ter  to  train  Negro  ministers.  Spon¬ 
sors  say  the  $1,500,000  project  is 
aimed  at  helping  alleviate  a  serious 
shortage  of  educational  facilities  for 
Negro  church  leaders,  cited  as  tra¬ 
ditionally  the  backbone  of  social 
and  cultural  leadership  among  their 
race.  The  General  Education  Board 
of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  and 
the  Rockefeller-financed  Sealantic 
Fund  have  given  funds  to  build  the 
campus  on  ten  acres  adjoining  At¬ 
lantic  University  here.  The  founda¬ 
tions  will  also  provide  $750,000  for 
endowment'  of  the  center  on  con¬ 
dition  that  an  additional  $250,000  is 
raised  from  other  sources.  The  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  made  up  of  four  coope¬ 
rating  institutions:  Gammon  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Morris  Brown 
College,  Morehouse  College,  and 
Phillips  School  of  Theology. 


The  effort  of  the  People’s  Repub¬ 
lic  of  China  to  regiment  the  people 
of  Tibet  is  described  by  Dr.  O.  Fred¬ 
erick  Nolde,  director  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs.  “It  betrays  an 
agreement  to  respect  domestic  au¬ 
tonomy  and  violates  an  internation¬ 
ally  accepted  standard  of  religious 
freedom,”  he  declares.  “The  tragic 
developments  in  Tibet  shock  the 
conscience  of  mankind,”  Dr.  Nolde 
says,  citing  the  thousands  who  have 
been  persecuted  and  put  to  death 
and  other  thousands  who  have  fled 
the  “reign  of  terror”  in  their  coun¬ 
try.  “No  progress  toward  world 
peace  and  order  can  be  made  so  long 
as  governments  flout  international 
morality  and  law  by  violent  sup¬ 
pression  of  a  people  and  its  cul¬ 
ture,”  says  Dr.  Nolde.  “We  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  best  interests  of  all 
governments  are  called  upon  to  heed 
the  demands  of  common  decency 
and  to  meet  the  obligations — legal, 
humane  and  moral — imposed  upon 
those  who  claim  place  in  the  world 
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community.  Public  opinion  around 
the  globe  must  condemn  what  has 
happened  in  Tibet.” 


The  first  building  of  the  Alaska 
Methodist  University  will  rise  on 
the  campus  in  Anchorage  this  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall.  The  cornerstone-lay¬ 
ing  for  the  building  has  been  set 
for  July  12  during  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
men’s  tour  to  Alaska.  Erection  of 
the  first  building  will  cost  an  esti¬ 
mated  $1,071,000.  The  building, 
which  eventually  is  to  house  the 
science  building,  will  serve  at  first 
as  an  all-purpose  unit,  housing 
classrooms,  administrative  offices 
and  the  library. 

A  total  of  one  million  dollars  in 
cash  and  pledges  has  been  received 
for  the  new  headquarters  building 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
to  be  erected  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  reports  Bishop  Henry  Knox 
Sherrill,  chairman  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  committee  for  the  building. 
Bishop  Sherrill  notes  that  $300,000 
has  come  from  the  World  Council’s 
member  churches.  Gifts  from  foun¬ 
dations,  individuals,  and  other 
sources  will  make  up  the  remainder 
of  the  $2,500,000  goal.  It  is  expected 
that  $1,400,000  will  come  from  the 
United  States. 


The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Ray- 
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mond  A.  Gray  as  executive  director 
of  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Union  Churches  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  has  been  an¬ 
nounced.  Mr.  Gray  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Robbins  W.  Barstow  who  re¬ 
tires.  Mr.  Gray  has  joined  the  staff 
of  the  National  Council  in  New  York 
from  Flint,  Michigan,  where  he  was 
for  five  years  executive  director  of 
the  Greater  Flint  Council  of 
Churches.  A  minister  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Convention,  he  has 
held  pastorates  in  South  Lyndeboro 
and  West  Wilton,  N.H.,  and  of  Cal¬ 
vary  Baptist  Church  in  Hopewell, 
N.J.  He  was  also  for  six  years 
minister  of  the  Gamboa  Union 
Church,  Canal  Zone. 
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Summer,  the  season  of  planting  and 
harvest,  a  time  of  out-of-doors  recrea¬ 
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kind  to  grow  closer  to  his  Maker.  So, 
with  all  your  vacation  plans,  don’t  take 
a  vacation  from  God. 

•  Attend  church  each  Sunday,  of  course 
—  at  home  or  away. 

•  Give  thanks  before  meals  —  one  of 
the  marks  of  a  Christian. 

•  Have  daily  devotions  —  The  Upper 
Room  will  help  you.  (Provide  extra 
copies  for  those  away  from  home  at 
camps,  institutes,  conferences,  con¬ 
ventions,  so  that  all  may  share  the 
same  Bible  readings,  the  same  prayers, 
the  same  meditations  each  day.) 

Ten  or  more  copies  to  one  address, 

7t  per  copy .  Individual  subscriptions 
(by  mail)  $1  a  year,  three  years  for 
$S.  Air  mail  edition  for  service  men 
and  youth,  same  price. 
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Record  Number  Of  Scriptures  Distributed  in  1959 


American  Bible  Society 
Exceeds  Distribution 
Number  of  1951 


New  York  (RNS)— ALASKA,  HAWAII  GET  ' STATE  HOUSE  BIBLES'. 
" State  House  Bibles"  were  presented  to  Alaska  and  Hawaii  by  the  Rev. 
James  Z.  Nettinga,  an  executive  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
at  its  143rd  annual  meeting  in  New  York.  Shown  accepting  the  Bibles  on 
behalf  of  their  governors  are  Dr.  J.  Earl  Jackman  (left),  Secretary  for  Alaska, 
United  Presbyterian  Board  of  National  Missions,  and  Kei  Yamato,  president, 
Orchids  of  Hawaii,  Inc.  The  presentation  also  included  Scriptures  in  the 
principal  languages  spoken  in  those ‘states.  (RNS  photo) 


Postmaster  General 
Seeks  Church  Aid  In 
Fighting  Obscenity 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Post¬ 
master  General  Arthur  E.  Summer- 
field  urged  the  nation’s  women  to 
help  his  department  combat  the  ris¬ 
ing  menace  of  pornography.  If  pres¬ 
ent  trends  continue,  he  said,  be¬ 
tween  7,000  and  1,000,000  children 
will  receive  advertising  circulars 
through  the  mails  this  year  inviting 
them  to  purchase  obscene  material. 

Addressing  a  special  conference  of 
women  leaders  of  religious,  civic, 
and  educational  organizations,  Mr. 
Summerfield  declared  that  peddlers 
of  smut  are  deliberately  aiming  at 
teenagers  and  even  younger  chil¬ 
dren.  He  urged  religious  groups  to 
take  a  particular  responsibility  be¬ 
cause  they  recognize  the  danger  of 
“the  undermining  of  the  country’s 
moral  fibre  through  the  poisoning 
of  millions  of  minds.” 

“How  do  these  merchants  of  filth 
obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of 
children?”  Mr.  Summerfield  asked. 
“The  most  common  is  to  offer  in  a 
legitimate  ad  in  a  normal  publica¬ 
tion  the  sale  of  a  product  of  inter¬ 
est  to  a  boy  or  girl.  This  would  be 
stamps,  a  model  airplane,  doll 
clothes,  and  the  like,  frequently  of¬ 
fered  at  bargain  prices.” 

“The  child,  often  with  the  parent’s 
assistance,  sends  for  and  receives 
the  item,”  he  continued.  “Now  the 
smut  dealer  has  the  name  on  his 
list  and  soon  the  child  is  receiving 
lewd  solicitations  through  the  mail.” 

The  peddlers  also  buy  prepared 
lists  of  children’s  names,  often  com¬ 
piled  from  high  school  year  books, 
Mr.  Summerfield  told  the  women 
leaders.  He  said  that  in  one  recent 
raid  in  New  York  City  which  yield¬ 
ed  17  tons  of  indecent  pictures  and 
books,  the  purveyor  had  been  using 
a  mailing  list  of  100,000  high  school 
students. 

Describing  pornography  as  a 
$500,000,000  a  year  business,  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  which  has  doubled  in  the 
last  five  years  alone,  the  Postmaster 
General  said  that  apparently  many 
children,  without  parental  knowl¬ 
edge,  fall  into  the  trap  of  ordering 
the  material  offered  in  the  lurid 
circulars  “for  the  filth  merchants 
regard  their  traffic  with  children  as 
a  major  and  growing  part  of  their 
highly  lucrative  business.” 

He  called  upon  the  women  to  sup¬ 
port  a  four-point  action  program: 

(1)  To  draw  maximum  public  at¬ 
tention  to  the  nature  of  this  racket: 

(2)  To  urge  parents  to  watch  for 
such  mailings  and  turn  them  over  to 
postal  inspectors  immediately; 

(3)  To  mobilize  community  sup¬ 
port  behind  adequate  law  enforce¬ 
ment  so  that  the  offenders  will  be 
prosecuted  and  brought  into  court; 

(4)  To  rally  public  opinion  behind 
new  and  stiffer  legislation  against 
obscenity. 

Emphasizing  that  the  Post  Office 
Department  cannot  violate  the 
privacy  of  first  class  mail,  he  urged 
parents  at  whose  homes  obscene 
materials  are  received  to  “save  all 
materials  received  including  the  en¬ 
velopes  and  all  enclosures”  and  give 
them  immediately  to  the  local  post¬ 
master. 


Seminar  Stresses 
Newspapers  Interest 
In  Religious  News 

Carbondale,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  More 
ministers  should  realize  that  news¬ 
papers  are  interested  in  printing 
stories  about  newsworthy  happen¬ 
ings  in  churches,  members  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  journalism  seminar  here 
were  told. 

Charles  C.  Clayton,  a  professor  at 
Southern  Illinois  University,  and 
editor  of  Quill  magazine,  said  it  was 
good  church  practice  to  assign  lay¬ 
men  as  church  publicity  chairmen. 

Dr.  Howard  R.  Long,  chairman  of 
the  department  of  journalism  of 
Southern  Illinois  University,  which 
sponsored  the  seminar,  said  the 
press  was  more  interested  than  ever 
in  stories  of  religion. 

James  W.  Carty,  religious  news 
editor  of  The  Nashville  Tennessean, 
said  that  “spiritually-oriented 
Americans  want  more  feature  and 
interpretive  stories  about  church 
leaders  and  events”  in  newspapers. 

“One  of  the  best  ways  to.  make 
religion  effective  and  appealing,” 
he  continued,  "is.  to  personalize  it. 
There  should  be  more  personality 
or  biographical  features  about  re¬ 
ligious  achievements  in  the  fact  of 
obstacles,  conflicts  and  problems. 
Readers  want  to  know  the  meaning 


Public  Hearings  On 
Airline  Liquor  Ban 
Re-Scheduled 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Chair¬ 
man  Oren  E.  Harris  (D.-Ark.)  of  the 
House  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mittee  said  here  that  a  cancellation 
of  scheduled  public  hearings  on  bills 
to  bar  service  of  liquor  on  airlines 
will  be  only  temporary  and  that 
they  will  be  re -scheduled  shortly 
“when  all  the  committee  members 
are  able  to  attend.” 

The  hearings,  which  have  attract¬ 
ed  wide  interest  among  religious 
and  temperance  groups,  had  been 
originally  scheduled  for  May  14-15. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that 
the  measures  to  ban  consumption 
of  liquor  on  aircraft  have  received 
the  powerful  support  of  Speaker 
Sam  Rayburn  (D.-Tex.)  who  en¬ 
countered  a  personal  incident  in¬ 
volving  inebriated  passengers  on  an 
airliner  while  en  route  back  to  the 
Capital  from  his  home  at  Bonham, 
Tex.,  that  has  convinced  him  such 
legislation  is  necessary  for  public 
safety. 

and  significance  of  church  develop¬ 
ments.” 


New  York  (RNS) — An  all-time 
record  was  set  by  the  American 
Bible  Society  in  1958  with  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  16,629,486  Scriptures  in 
201  languages  throughout  the  world, 
it  was  announced  at  the  agency’s 
143rd  annual  meeting  here. 

Included  in  this  total  were  9,188,- 
978  Bibles,  Testaments,  or  portions 
distributed  in  the  United  States — 
another  peace  time  record  for  the 
society  in  this  country. 

The  previous  world-wide  record 
was  reached  in  1951  when  the  so¬ 
ciety  distributed  16,000,000  volumes, 
while  the  U.S.  record  was  made  in 
1954  with  9,000,071  copies. 

Overseas,  the  society’s  distribu¬ 
tion  amounted  to  7,440,508  volumes 
last  year,  for  an  increase  of  about 
200,000  over  1957. 

Of  the  16,629,486  grand  total,  1,- 
038,343  were  complete  Bibles,  1,- 
815,534  New  Testaments,  and  13,- 
775,609  Gospels  or  other  portions. 

Other  statistics  reported  included 
the  distribution  of  61,396  embossed 
volumes  and  Talking  Book  Records 
for  the  blind,  and  1,064,104  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  the  armed  forces. 

Braille  Scriptures  were  published 
for  the  first  time  in  Armenian, 
Chinese  and  modern  Greek.  In  ad¬ 
dition  a  new  Concordance  was  put 
out  in  English  Braille  and  a  New 
Testament  in  German  Braille  for 
East  Germany. 

The  new  distribution  record  in 
this  country  was  attributed  by  the 
society  to  the  growing  interest 
among  churches  for  special  Bible 
reading  and  study  programs.  It 
added  that  “the  general  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  secular  and  religious 
press  has  helped  to  create  a  climate 
more  favorable  for  Bible  use.” 

In  overseas  distribution,  the  so¬ 
ciety  said,  the  new  high  was  reached 
“in  spite  of  the  complexity  and  con¬ 
fusion  that  springs  from  the  rising 
tides  of  national  feeling,  the  dangers 
of  political  and  social  upheavals,  and 
the  frustrations  of  printing  and  im¬ 
portation  arising  from  economic 
disturbances.” 

Some  4,750,000  volumes,  or  more 
than  half  of  the  total  distribution 
abroad,  went  to  Latin  American 
countries,  the  society  pointed  out. 
In  that  area,  the  ABS  co-operates 
with  four  local  societies  and  sub¬ 
sidizes  about  70  per  cent  of  the 
cost. 


Castro’s  Brother  Thanks 
Evangelical  Ministers  for  Aid 

Havana  (RNS) — Major  Raul  Cas¬ 
tro,  brother  of  Fidel  Castro,  thanked 
Evangelical  ministers  for  the  “silent 
aid”  they  gave  Cubans  during  the 
anti-Batista  revolt. 

His  appreciation  was  expressed  at 
a  dinner  in  his  honor  given  by  a 
group  of  Protestant  pastors. 

“The  task  we  have  ahead  will  not 
be  easy,”  he  said.  “Neither  faith, 
will  nor  spirit  of  sacrifice  are  we 
lacking.  We  therefore  will  continue 
forward  until  we  consolidate  the 
task  we  have  begun.” 
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Shown  above  are  the  delegation  heads  of  the  ministerial,  and  lay 
delegations  elected  last  week  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  Baton  Rouge,  will  head  the 
ministerial  delegation,  and  Judge  J.  T.  Dixon  of  Shreveport  will  lead  the  lay 
delegation.  Both  men  were  chosen  early  in  the  balloting. 


La.  Conf.  Holds  114th  Session 

Rev.  George  Harbuck  Named  New  District  Superintendent 

One  new  district  superintendent  was  among  assignments  announced 
by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the  concluding  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  which  met  last  week  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  in 

Changes  in  pastoral  appointments  affected  29%  of  the  churches,  with 
91  churches  to  have  new  pastors  beginning  next  Sunday. 

Rev.  George  Harbuck,  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Martin  as  head  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  succeeding  Dr.  James  T.  Harris  who  had  completed  a  term  of  Six 
years  on  that  district.  Dr.  Harris  was  appointed  as  the  new  Broadmoor 
pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Harbuck  had  served  the  Broadmoor  church  since  1953. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  conference  session  was  the  election  ox 


Ground  Broken 
For  R.  E.  Smith 
Building 

Ground  was  broken  on  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  campus  Thursday  for 
the  projected  $225,000  R.  E.  Smith 
Religious  Activities  Building,  con¬ 
struction  of  which  will  be  a  joint 
project  of  Centenary  College,  the 
Four  Square  Bible  Class  of  Shreve¬ 
port  and  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education. 

Special  ceremonies  were  conduct¬ 
ed  at  noon  on  the  site  of  the  planned 
building,  to  be  located  just  south 
of  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel.  The 
turning  of  the  first  spadeful  of  earth 
followed  more  formal  rites  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  chapel  with  Dr. 
R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice  president  of 
the  college,  in  charge. 

Although  construction  of  the 
building  probably  will  not  be  un¬ 
dertaken  for  about  two  years,  pre¬ 
liminary  plans  were  announced  in 
November,  1956,  since  those  spear¬ 
heading  the  project  wished  to  honor 
Dean  Smith  during  his  lifetime. 
Plans  were  drawn  by  J.  Cheshire 
Peyton  and  Associates  for  the  two- 
story  brick  and  steel  structure. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Voran,  director  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  led  the 
assemblage,  which  included  many 
in  attendance  at  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  singing  the  familiar 
hymn,  “Faith  of  Our  Fathers”.  The 
opening  prayer  was  given  by  Dr. 
B.  C.  Taylor,  pastor  of  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  Dean  Smith  on  behalf  of  the 


church,  noting  that  the  educator  has 
taught  the  Four  Square  Bible  Class 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  Cen¬ 
tury  and  long  has  been  prominent 
in  Methodist  circles.  He  referred 
to  the  dean  emeritus  of  Centenary 
College  as  “a  great  man  of  God.” 

He  made  mention  of,  “Old  Lands 
Ever  New”,  the  book  written  by 
Dean  Smith  after  his  initial  visit  to 
the  Holy  land  many  years  ago,  and 
said: 

“Dean  Smith  has  changed  every 
land  he  has  visited  into  a  holy  land 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


clerical  and  lay  delegations  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  conference  at  the  quad¬ 
rennial  meeting  of  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  next 
year.  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice, 
pastor  of  the  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Reilly  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist 
Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Judge  J. 
A.  Dixon  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  circuit  court 
judge,  were  elected 
to  head  the  clerical 
and  lay  delegations, 
respectively. 

Other  General 
Conference  lay  dele¬ 
gates  chosen  includ¬ 
ed  W.  D.  Cotton  of  Rayville,  Paul 
Brown  of  Shreveport,  Robert  P.  Lay 
of  Gilliam  and  Vincent  M.  Mouser 
of  Rayville. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Trice,  members 
of  the  clerical  General  Conference 
delegation  elected  include  Dr.  Jolly 
Harper  of  Shreveport,  Rev.  D.  W. 
Poole  of  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris  of  Ruston,  and  Dr.  Doug¬ 
las  Jackson  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Jurisdictional  Conference  lay 
delegates  include  members  of  the 
General  Conference  delegates  and 


the  following:  J.  N.  Fomby  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  Claudius  A.  Mayo  of  Lake 
Charles,  J.  C.  Love  of  Ruston,  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Kilpatrick  of  Shreveport,  John 
Garrett  of  Haynesville,  and  Floyd 
James  of  Ruston.  C.  A.  Ives  of 
Baton  Rouge,  C.  O.  Holland  of  Min- 
den  and  Howard  Daughenbaugh  of 
New  Orleans  were  named  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  reserve  dele¬ 
gates. 

Jurisdictional  Conference  minis¬ 
terial  delegates  include  members  of 
the  General  Conference  delegates 
and  the  following:  Rev.  R.  R.  Bran- 
ton  of  Lafayette,  Dr.  James  T.  Har¬ 
ris  of  Shreveport,  Dr.  Guy  Hicks 
of  Alexandria,  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 
of  Monroe,  Dr.  Carl  Lueg  of  Lake 
Charles,  and  Rev.  Luman  Douglas 
of  Ruston.  Reserve  ministerial  dele¬ 
gates  include  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  of 
Lafayette,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  of 
Shreveport  and  Rev.  Sam  Nader  of 
Lake  Charles. 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin 
Conference  Preacher 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  of  Jack- 
son,  Mississippi,  was  the  conference 
preacher,  delivering  sermons  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
evenings  to  large  congregations  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church.  The 
services  were  sponsored  by  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Evangelism.  The 
sermon  on  Thursday  evening,  “Ap¬ 
proved  Workmen,”  was  the  ordina¬ 
tion  sermon. 

Early  Devotional  services  were 
held  at  the  Brown  Memorial  Chap¬ 
el  on  the  Centenary  College  campus 
(Continued  on  page  9) 

1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  June  4  -  June  13  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


June  4  I  Timothy  6:11-21 

June  5  II  Timothy  1:1-10 

June  6 .  II  Timothy  1:11-12:7 

June  7  .  II  Timothy  2:8-19 

June  8 .  II  Timothy  2:20-26 

June  9  II  Timothy  3:1-9 

June  10  .  II  Timothy  3:10-17 

June  11  .  II  Timothy  4:1-8 

June  12  II  Timothy  4:9-22 

June  13  Titus  1:1-16 


Dr.  R.  E.  Smith  is  shown  above  turning  first  shovel  of  dirt  for  the  R.  E. 
Smith  Religious  Activities  Building.  With  Dr.  Smith  are,  L  to  R,  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  Mrs.  Smith,  Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle  and  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke. 


Rev.  George 
Harbuck 


BISHOP  PATJL  E.  MARTIN 
Presiding 


North  Arkansas 
Annual  Conference 

— ★ — 

One  Hundred  Twenty-Fourth  Session 


REV.  FRED  G.  ROEBUCK 
Host  Pastor 


2:30 

P.M. 

5:30 

P.M. 

7:30 

P.M. 

7:30 

P.M. 

8:00 

A.M. 

8:00 

A.M. 

9:00 

A.M. 

9:15 

A.M. 

9:20 

A.M. 

9:50 

A.M. 

10:05 

A.M. 

10:20 

A.M. 

10:30 

A.M. 

11:00 

A.M. 

11:10 

A.M. 

12:30 

P.M. 

1:00 

P.M. 

2:30 

P.M. 

2:30 

P.M. 

2:45 

P.M. 

3:15 

P.M. 

3:30 

P.M. 

4:00 

P.M. 

5:30 

P.M. 

7:30 

P.M. 

8:30 

A.M. 

9:00 

A.M. 

9:05 

A.M. 

9:30 

A.M. 

10:15 

A.M. 

10:30 

A.M. 

11:20 

A.M. 

11:50 

A.M. 

12:15 

P.M. 

12:30 

P.M. 

12:45 

P.M. 

2:30 

P.M. 

Monday,  June  8 
Board  and  Committees 
Board  of  Evangelism  Dinner 
Board  of  Temperance  Dinner 
Committee  on  Memoirs  in  room  assigned 
Tuesday,  June  9 

Registration 

Town  and  Country  Commission  Meeting 

Conference  Convenes  for  Organization  and  Roll  Call 

Report  of  Planning  Committee 

Report  No.  1  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 

Board  of  Ministerial  Training  and  Qualifications 

Ballot  No.  1  for  General  Conference  Delegates 

Welcome  from  Host  Church 

Nomination  from  the  Cabinet 

Report  of  Board  of  Education 

Ballot  No.  2  ' 

Service  of  Commemoration  and  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup¬ 
per.  Presiding  .  Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett 

Speaker  .  Rev.  John  Bayliss 

Adjournment 

Board  of  Pensions  Luncheon 
Conference  Reconvenes 
Report  of  Conference  Statistician 
Report  of  Board  of  Evangelism 
Report  on  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Adjournment 
Board  Meetings 
Training  Council  Dinner 

Worship  Service — Sermon  by  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas 
Wednesday,  June  10 

Devotional 

Report  of  Committee  on  Journal 

Report  of  Arkansas  Christian  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 

Report  of  Board  of  Pensions 
Recess 

Report  of  Commission  on  Higher  Education 

Report  of  Board  of  Temperance 

Report  of  Board  of  Lay  Activities 

Report  of  Board  of  World  Peace 

Adjournment 

Laymen's  Luncheon 

Conference  Reconvenes 


2:30 

P.M. 

2:50 

P.M. 

3:00 

P.M. 

3:40 

P.M. 

3:55 

P.M. 

4:00 

P.M. 

5:00 

P.M. 

5:30 

P.M. 

7:00 

P.M. 

7:30 

P.M. 

8:30 

A.M. 

9:00 

A.M. 

9:05 

A.M. 

9:55 

A.M. 

10:05 

A.M. 

10:30 

A.M. 

10:40 

A.M. 

10:45 

A.M. 

11:00 

A.M. 

11:10 

A.M. 

11:30 

A.M. 

11:45 

A.M. 

12:00 

A.M. 

12:15 

P.M. 

12:30 

P.M. 

12:45 

P.M. 

4:00 

P.M. 

5:30 

P.M. 

7:30 

P.M. 

8:30 

A.M. 

9:00 

A.M. 

9:05 

A.M. 

9:45 

A.M. 

10:10 

A.M. 

10:30 

A.M. 

10:45 

A.M. 

11:15 

A.M. 

11:25 

A.M. 

11:30 

A.M. 

Report  of  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 
TRAFCO 

Report  No.  1 — Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension  and 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
Report  of  Deaconess  Board 
Adjournment 

Worship — Sermon  by  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson 
Minister  War  Veterans  Meeting 
Town  and  Country  Dinner 
Dedication  Service 

Worship — Sermon  by  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson 

Thursday,  June  11 

Devotional 

Report  of  Committee  on  Journal 

Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training  and  Qualifications 
Report  of  Conference  Council 
Report  No.  2,  Board  of  Missions 

Coffee  honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  and  Visiting  Ladies 

Report  of  Committee  on  Group  Insurance 

Recess 

Report  of  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
Report  of  Town  and  Country  Commission 
Report  of  Commission  on  Christian  Vocations 
Report  of  Conference  Treasurer 
Report  of  Historical  Commission 

Report  of  Committee  on  District  Conference  Journals 
Adjournment 

Minister's  Wives  Luncheon 

Worship  Service — Sermon  by  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson 
Hendrix  College  Banquet 

Service  of  Ordination — Sermon  by  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson 

Friday,  June  12 

Devotional 

Report  of  Committee  on  Journal 

Report  of  World  Service  and  Finance  Commission 

Report  No.  2  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 

Report  of  Committee  on  Christian  Literature 

Recess 

Report  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 

Selection  of  Meeting  Place  for  1960  Annual  Conference 

Other  Business 

Message  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and  Reading  of  the  Ap¬ 
pointments 


REV.  ETHAN  W.  DODGEN 
Host  District  Superintendent 


DR.  DOUGLAS  JACKSON 
Dallas,  Texas 
Conference  Preacher 


REV.  JOHN  BAYLISS 
Commemoration  Speaker 
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MISS  JO  ANN  RICHARDSON 


Area  Woman 
Awarded  Schisler 
Scholarship 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Education 
has  awarded  five  $1,000  John  Q. 
Schisler  graduate  scholarships  for 
the  1959-60  school  year  to  young 
women  planning  to  be  directors  of 
Christian  education. 

One  of  the  recipients  is  Miss  Jo 
Ann  Richardson,  Monroe,  La. 

The  scholarships  may  be  awarded 
to  either  men  or  women.  They  are 
named  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  Q.  Schisler,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
retired  former  executive  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Education’s  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  and  are  for  graduate  study 
pointed  primarily  toward  service  in 
Christian  education  in  the  local 
church. 

Funds  for  the  awards  are  con¬ 
tributed  by  Methodist  churches 
through  the  annual  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Day  offering.  The  awards  are 
a  part  of  the  National  Methodist 
Scholarship  program,  said  Dr.  Ever- 
ette  L.  Walker,  Nashville.  He  is  in 
charge  of  the  department  of  stu¬ 
dent  loans,  scholarships,  and  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  Division  of  Education¬ 
al  Institutions  of  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education. 

Miss  Richardson,  formerly  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  is  now  education¬ 
al  assistant  at  St.  Paul’s  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  La.  She  plans  to 
enroll  in  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas,  to  work  toward  a 
master  of  religious  education  de¬ 
gree.  She  has  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Centenary  College  of 
Louisiana,  Shreveport,  and  she 
served  for  two  years  as  a  worker 
at  Centenary  Methodist  Community 
Center,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Methodist  Ministers  Urge 
Stronger  Restrictions 
On  Obscene  Materials 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Two 
Methodist  ministers  were  among 
spokesmen  for  church  and  civic 
groups  who  appeared  before  a 
House  subcommittee  May  22  to 
urge  stronger  federal  restrictions 
on  the  distribution  of  pornographic 
and  other  obscene  materials 
through  the  mails. 

They  were  the  Rev.  Robert  Re¬ 
gan,  Jr.,  director  of  legal  affairs  for 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  here,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  D. 
Martin,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church  in  nearby  Mc¬ 
Lean,  Va. 


For  Week  Beginning  December  27 

175th  Anniversary  of  The  Methodist 
Church  in  America  To  Be  Celebrated 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI)— The  175th  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  America  will  be  celebrated  the  week  begin¬ 
ning  December  27,  1959,  it  was  announced  here  by  Methodist  Bishop  Roy 
H.  Short. 

A  special  observance  is  being  planned  for  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  the 
church  was  formally  organized  in  1784.  Also,  it  is  expected  that  Methodist 
churches  across  the  country  will  have  ceremonies  to  commemorate  the 

event.  . 

Thirteen  Methodist  leaders  met  May  18  at  the  Methodist  Publishing 


House  here  to  plan  the  anniversary 
celebration,  and  Bishop  Short  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  group.  He 
is  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  a  member  of  the 
council’s  committee  on  the  observ¬ 
ance. 

In  the  meeting,  Bishop  Short 
read  an  official  Call  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  which  recommended 
the  Baltimore  celebration,  called 
upon  Methodist  churches  across  the 
country  to  observe  the  anniversary, 
and  urged  wide  distribution  of 
Together  magazine’s  November  is¬ 
sue,  which  will  feature  the  175th 
anniversary  of  the  denomination  in 
America. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  was  organized  in  a  now  famous 
“Christmas  Conference”  of  young 
ministers  at  Baltimore’s  Lovely 
Lane  Chapel. 

The  present  pastor  of  the  Lovely 
Lane  church,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  R. 
Rose,  was  present  for  the  May  18 
meeting  and  was  elected  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  which  will  develop  further 
plans  for  the  observance. 

Most  of  the  celebration  in  Balti¬ 
more  is  expected  to  center  around 
the  Lovely  Lane  church.  A  part  of 
the  observance  will  be  a  modern- 
d  a  y  “Christmas  Conference”  of 
young  Methodist  ministers  from 
across  the  country.  It  will  be  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross, 
Nashville,  was  elected  chairman  of 
a  subcommittee  which  will  prepare 
a  piece  of  literature  suggesting 
ways  that  Methodist  churches  can 
observe  the  anniversary.  He  is  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Educational  Institutions  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation. 


Bishop  Oxnam 

Issues  Statement 
On  Dulles  Death 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Bishop 
G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  head  of  the 
Washington  Area  of  The  Methodist 
Church  and  a  vice  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  is¬ 
sued  this  statement  May  24  on  the 
death  of  John  Foster  Dulles: 

“I  had  the  high  honor  of  knowing 
Mr.  Dulles  well  for  15  years  and 
of  serving  with  him  on  important 
commissions  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

“This  friendship  became  more 
significant  during  his  terms  as  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State.  He  was  a  distin¬ 
guished  and  devoted  Christian  lead¬ 
er.  The  Church,  the  nation,  and  the 
world  have  lost  a  patriot  and  a 
peacemaker  who  will  take  his  place 
among  the  great  Secretaries  of  State. 

“He  experienced  the  loneliness  of 
leadership,  but  with  calm  resolution 
he  held  fast  to  Christian  principles 
and  kept  the  peace.” 


National  Council 
Of  Churches 
Issues  Statement 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (NCC) — Dr.  Roy 
G.  Ross,  General  Secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  said 
today  in  a  statement  that  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Foster  Dulles,  former 
Secretary  of  State,  was  “an  irre¬ 
parable  loss  to  the  world.” 

Dr.  Ross,  as  General  Secretary, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahl- 
berg,  President  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  sent  a  per¬ 
sonal  message  of  condolence  to 
Mrs.  Dulles  and  her  family.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  Dr.  Ross  issued  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  in  behalf  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches: 

“The  death  of  John  Foster  Dul¬ 
les,  who  brought  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  international  political  prob¬ 
lems  the  moral  insight  of  a 
thoughtful  and  dedicated  Christian, 
is  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  world. 

“There  are  few  who  saw  as 
clearly  as  he  the  implication  of  re¬ 
ligious  conviction  in  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  world  affairs,  and  none  of 
his  generation  who  brought  that 
conviction  to  bear  so  consistently 
in  the  formulation  of  policy  and  in 
the  translation  of  policy  into  action.” 


Methodist  Tourist 
Map  of  U.S. 

Now  Being  Issued 

Chicago  (MI) — A  U.  S.  Methodist 
tourist  map  is  being  issued  for  the 
convenience  of  members  who 
would  like  to  visit  Methodist  insti¬ 
tutions  on  or  near  the  highways 
over  which  they  travel  on  vacation 
trips. 

Four  general  agencies  of  the 
church  are  cooperating  with  The 
Methodist  Story,  740  Rush  street, 
Chicago,  which  is  issuing  the  map. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Greenwalt, 
business  manager  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Story,  said  that  this  is  the  first 
time  The  Methodist  Church  has 
prepared  a  U.  S.  map  which  locates 
all  of  the  church’s  institutions  with 
reference  to  major  highways.  The 
copyrighted  scale  map  lists  888 
Methodist  institutions  in  the  50 
states,  including  hospitals,  homes, 
colleges,  mission  projects  and 
points  of  special  Methodist  inter¬ 
est.  It  also  locates  all  national 
boards  ahd  area  and  conference 
headquarters. 

Printed  in  four  colors,  the  map 
is  29  by  42  inches  and  is  available 
in  folded,  glove-compartment  size 
or  flat,  suitable  for  wall  display. 

The  map  will  be  released  June 
15.  It  may  be  purchased  from  The 
Methodist  Story  or  the  nearest 
branch  of  The  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 


E.  Stanley  Jones 
Communicative  Arts 
Institute  Set  Up 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (MI)— Organization 
of  the  E.  Stanley  Jones  Institute  of 
Communicative  Arts,  Inc.,  has  been 
completed,  and  Charles  O.  Emme¬ 
rich,  Atlanta,  has  been  elected 
president.  He  is  business  manger 
of  Emory  University  here. 

Other  officers  are,  vice-president, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  McDowell  Richards, 
president  of  Columbia  Seminary, 
Decatur,  Ga.;  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Herman  L.  Turner,  pastor  of 
Covenant  Presbyterian  Church,  At¬ 
lanta;  and  executive  director,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Sells,  Atlanta, 
an  executive  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council. 

Dr.  Sells  announced  that  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  workshop  on  commun¬ 
icative  arts  for  ministers  will  be 
held  June  15  to  July  1  at  Emory 
University,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  G.  Ray  Jordan  and 
the  Rev.  G.  Ross  Freeman,  Emory 
faculty  members. 

The  teaching  program  of  the  in¬ 
stitute  will  begin  this  fall.  Classes 
and  laboratory  work  will  be  in  the 
studios  of  the  Protestant  Radio  and 
Television  Center,  Inc.,  Atlanta. 

“The  institute  will  train  minis¬ 
ters  and  laymen  in  all  the  latest 
means  of  communication,”  said  Dr. 
Sells. 

The  institute  received  its  charter 
April  1,  1959,  and  officers  were 

elected  May  6. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
for  whom  the  institute  is  named, 
has  been  a  Methodist  missionary 
and  evangelist  for  more  than  50 
years. 

Cooperating  in  founding  the  in¬ 
stitute  were  institutions  and/or 
agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S., 
United  Lutheran  Church,  and  other 
denominational  and  interdenomi¬ 
national  organizations. 

Seven  Gen.  Church 
Agencies  To  Meet 

Chicago  (MI)  —  Seven  general 
agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church 
with  headquarters  at  740  Rush 
Street  here  have  announced  plans 
for  their  annual  meetings. 

These  include  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Promotion  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion,  June  30 -July  1  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee; 

The  Board  of  Lay  Activities  in 
Chicago,  September  10; 

General  Board  of  Pensions,  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  in  Chicago; 

The  Council  on  World  Service 
and  Finance,  October  7-9,  in  Chi¬ 
cago; 

General  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations  in  Chicago  October 
13-15; 

General  Board  of  World  Peace  in 
Chicago,  23-24; 

General  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1960. 

Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  Louisi¬ 
ana  is  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Lay  Activities.  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  is  vice-chairman  on 
the  Council  of  World  Service,  and 
Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  of  North 
Little  Rock  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations. 
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Editorials 


Thinking  Of  The  Next  Quadrennium 

IT  remains  for  the  General  Conference  of  1960  to  determine 
what  the  main  program  emphases  of  the  1960-64  quadrennium 
will  be  for  The  Methodist  Church,  but  in  our  opinion  the 
General  Conference  would  do  well  to  call  upon  Methodists  to 
devote  still  more  emphasis  to  the  local  church.  Methodists  during 
this  present  quadrennium  have  been  giving  some  attention  to 
strengthening  the  local  church.  Several  aspects  of  the  local  church 
have  been  lifted  up  for  attention  during  this  quadrennium,  in¬ 
cluding  evangelism,  Christian  education,  leadership  training,  and 
recruitment.  However,  this  whole  field  needs  additional  emphasis, 
the  local  church  continues  to  need  strengthening  as  a  unit  of  pro¬ 
gram,  and  more  inactive  Methodists  need  for  their  sakes  and  the 
sake  of  the  Church  to  get  involved  in  Methodist  activities. 

The  General  Board  of  Evangelism  in  its  annual  meeting  last 
month  pointed  up  some  of  the  real  local  church  needs  when  it 
suggested  a  ten  year  program,  ’’Decade  of  Dynamic  Discipleship,” 
which  would  be  based  on  preliminary  objectives  emphasizing 
prayer,  Bible  reading,  evangelistic  witnessing,  indoctrinating 
church  members  in  Christian  and  Methodist  beliefs,  starting  new 
churches,  and  recruiting  ministers  and  missionaries.  The  reader 
will  note  that  each  of  these  objectives  represent  the  type  of 
emphasis  that  can  be  readily  developed  in  local  churches  and  can¬ 
not  help  but  result  in  strengthening  Methodism  where  it  needs 
strength  the  most,  in  local  churches. 

One  of  the  areas  of  local  church  work  which  the  evangelism 
board  especially  thinks  timely  is  in  the  field  of  church  extension. 
Certain  sections  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  could  very  well 
take  this  suggestion  to  heart.  Much  advance  has  been  made 
through  the  1000  Club  program  in  church  extension  work,  but  the 
need  has  by  no  means  been  met.  Certain  cities  continue  to  ex¬ 
perience  rapid  population  growth,  with  new  housing  develop¬ 
ments  filling  up  with  new  residents  as  fast  as  they  are  completed. 
Methodism,  if  it  is  to  continue  to  meet  the  needs  of  so  many  of 
its  members  who  are  on  the  move  from  one  locality  to  another, 
needs  to  be  more  alive  to  this  opportunity  of  making  possible  new 
churches  for  new  housing  areas.  This  is  a  problem  which  should 
not  be  considered  as  belonging  only  to  churches  in  the  cities  or 
districts  directly  involved.  All  churches  within  a  conference 
should  look  at  the  total  situation,  with  a  view  of  developing  a 
strategy  which  will  make  possible  new  churches  where  needed 
and  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Meets 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST  leaders  experienced  one  of  their 
finest  annual  conference  sessions  last  week.  —  This  was  the 
expression  of  many  who  were  on  hand  for  the  four  day 
meeting  which  was  highlighted  by  election  of  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  meeting  next 
year  by  encouraging  reports  of  the  past  year’s  program,  and  by 
the  outlining  of  program  for  the  remaining  year  in  the  1956-1960 
quadrennium.  While  there  was  the  perennial  interest  in  pastoral 
assignments  for  another  conference  year,  this  interest  lacked  the 
intensity  which  characterizes  conference  sessions  when  there 
are  a  number  of  “openings,”  appointments  left  vacant  prior  to  a 
conference  session  for  reasons  of  retirement  or  otherwise. 

Aggressive  and  progressive  seem  to  describe  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odism  as  seen  from  the  annual  conference  level.  Methodism  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  from  year  to  year,  reporting  now  a  membership 
of  120,007,  a  gain  of  2,438  members  during  the  past  year.  Member¬ 
ship  reported  ten  years  ago  was  102,828.  This  is  typical  of  the 
aggressiveness  in  many  areas  of  its  program.  Its  progressiveness 


The  Living  Scriptures  by  Jack  Hamm 


I  GIVE  UNTO  YOU:  NOT  AG  THE  WORLD 
6IVETH,  GIVE  I  UNTO  YOU.  LET  NOT 
TOUR  HEART  BE  TROUBLED,  NEITHER 
LET  IT  BE  AFRAID  L-  CHR/S?  (MM/M-Z?) 


is  noted  in  its  plans  for  more  efficient  conference  sessions  through 
distribution  of  board  and  committee  reports  30  days  prior  to  con¬ 
ference  sessions,  its  plan  for  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  con- 
nectional  apportionments,  its  acceptance  of  a  proposal  to  accept, 
maintain  and  operate  a  106  bed  hospital  under  construction  at 
West  Monroe,  its  making  a  loan  fund  available  to  small  churches 
free  of  interest  for  three  years,  its  raising  from  30  cents  to  70 
cents  per  member  this  past  year  support  of  Centenary  College  on 
the  $1.00  per  member  goal,  and  the  raising  from  $3%  million  to  over 
$6  million  in  two  years  the  amount  of  pledges  to  local  chiirch 
budgets  as  a  result  of  stewardship  cultivation  programs. 

John  Foster  Dulles 

ONE  of  the  world’s  greatest  statesmen  has  passed  from  this 
earthly  scene,  but  the  influence  of  his  service  will  continue 
long  in  the  affairs  of  men.  Perhaps  at  no  other  funeral  has 
so  many  of  the  leading  nations  of  the  world  been  represented  as 
that  of  John  Foster  Dulles.  Negotiations  at  an  international  confer¬ 
ence  were  suspended  that  there  could  be  attendance  at  the  last 
rites.  This  is  especially  significant  since  the  negotiations  had 
been  marked  by  suspicions,  threats,  misinterpretations,  and  stale¬ 
mates.  His  leadership  was  respected. 

Seldom  has  a  public  servant  had  such  a  spiritual  interpretation 
and  sense  of  mission  as  John  Foster  Dulles.  Long  an  active  Chris¬ 
tian  churchman,  he  brought  to  his  heavy  responsibility  a  basis  for 
action  that  could  not  be  identified  alone  with  love  of  country.  One 
never  doubted  his  devotion  to  his  country,  but  his  vision  also  took 
in  the  cause  of  people  everywhere  who  were  denied  the  basic 
rights  of  freedom  and  justice.  Truth,  integrity  and  honor  were 
basic  with  him,  and  one  never  felt  that  his  moves  were  based  on 
expediency  of  the  moment. 

The  world  could  do  with  more  Christian  statesmen  such  as 
John  Foster  Dulles. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


REV.  FRED  S.  FLURRY,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  delivered  the  bacca¬ 
laureate  sermon  for  the  Lafayette  High  School 
graduating  class  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  17. 

Former  governor  jimmie  davis  was 

the  featured  speaker,  singer  and  guest  of 
honor  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club 
of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  May  20.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Tech  Room.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  A.  B.  CAVANAUGH  were 
honored  at  a  party  given  by  members  of  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church  on  Friday  evening, 
May  15.  A  gift  was  presented  to  the  Cavanaughs. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Cavanaugh  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Gretna  Church  for  the  past  five  years. 

MISS  JENNIE  LOUISE  TOWNSEND  of 
Shreveport  visited  her  mother,  Mrs.  Louise 
Townsend  of  Gilbert,  over  the  “Mother’s  Day” 
weekend.  Miss  Towsend  sang  a  solo  at  the  Gil¬ 
bert  Methodist  Church  at  the  morning  service 
on  “Mother’s  Day”.  Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrich  is  the 
pastor. 

CHAPLAIN  HAL  CARRUTH  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder 
on  Sunday,  May  24.  H.  H.  Haynes,  charge  lay 
leader  was  in  charge  of  the  service.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  was  presenting  the 
baccalaureate  service  for  the  seniors  of  the  Ober- 
lin  High  School. 

DR.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
Arcadia  Methodist  Church,  July  5  through  July 
10.  Don  Tyler  of  Jonesboro,  summer  youth  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Arcadia  Church,  will  be  the  song 
leader.  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  pastor. 

REV.  LESLIE  G.  KEYES,  pastor  of  the  Cash 
Bayou  Baptist  Church,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Harrisonburg, 
Sunday,  April  5.  Rev.  Keyes  and  his  wife,  Nao¬ 
mi,  have  been  appointed  missionaries  to  Hon¬ 
duras,  Central  America,  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  convention.  Rev.  Finas  Corie  is  pastor  of 
the  Harrisonburg  Church. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  Christian  Youth  Ex¬ 
change  Board  of  Directors  has  assigned  Miss 
Ulrike  Boehm,  from  Schwanenstadt,  Austria,  as 
exchange  student  to  reside  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Worrell,  Shreveport,  during  the 
coming  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worrell  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport  where  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  been 
invited  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  minister 


of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
to  be  the  first  speaker  in  the  “Great  Preachers 
of  Methodism”  series  held  annually  at  that 
church.  Dr.  Dawson  is  scheduled  to  speak  on 
Sunday  morning,  June  7. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  pastor  of  the  Car¬ 
rollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Lake  Charles  Kiwanis  Club 
on  Thursday,  May  21.  He  spoke  on  Bolivia.  On 
May  22  he  was  in  Shreveport  at  Centenary 
College  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  remained  there  for  the  Annual 
Conference. 

REV.  WILLIAM  PEEPLES  joined  the  staff  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  on  June  1 
as  full  time  Youth  Director  for  the  summer 
months.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Peeples  will  continue  as 
Youth  Director,  serving  on  weekends  during  the 
fall  and  winter  months,  while  attending  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  He  has  been  serving  as  Supply 
Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  Church  near  Minden, 
and  is  a  native  of  that  section.  Rev.  Merlin  W. 
Merrill  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ANEW  CONCRETE  WALK  has  just  been  com¬ 
pleted  connecting  the  sanctuary  with  the 
various  entrances  to  the  educational  building  at 
the  Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church.  A  report  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  office  from  Mrs.  Shelby  White, 
publicity  chairman,  states:  “Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson  is 
doing  a  wonderful  work  for  the  Mer  Rouge 
Church.  Great  strides  forward  are  being 
achieved  under  his  able  leadership.” 

REV.  A.  G.  TAYLOR,  pastor  of  the  Jena  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  will  be  the  guest  evangelist 
for  revival  services  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Methodist 
Church  July  13-19.  Services  will  be  held  each 
morning,  Monday  through  Friday,  at  nine 
o’clock.  The  closing  service  will  be  at  11:00 
o’clock  on  Sunday,  July  19,  followed  by  dinner 
on  the  grounds.  The  Pine  Ridge  Church  is  on 
the  Tangipahoa  Charge  where  Rev.  Angus  L. 
Carruth  is  pastor. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Munholland  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  New  Orleans,  met  for  a  “Father 
and  Son  Night”  on  Wednesday,  May  27.  There 
was  a  dinner  and  a  special  program  of  interest 
to  men  and  boys  of  all  ages.  The  official  Navy 
film  on  the  Silent  Service  was  shown  and  a  per¬ 
formance  by  a  top-rate  YMCA  tumbling  team 
and  world  champion  weight  lifter  was  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  program.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

JUDGE  ANNA  LEVY  of  the  New  Orleans  Juve¬ 
nile  Court  will  be  the  guest  speaker  on  Mon¬ 
day,  June  8,  in  the  Community  Hall.  Judge 
Levy  will  discuss  “Other  People’s  Children”  in 
an  address  intended  to  be  of  guidance  to  all 


adults  who  are  interested  in  youth  and  their 
problems.  The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
are  sponsoring  the  program.  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Harris  is  the  pastor. 

TWO  GOALS  for  the  coming  conference  year 
have  already  been  started  at  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette.  A  contract  has 
been  let  for  a  revision  of  the  air  conditioning 
of  the  church,  and  sidewalk  construction  has 
been  started  to  provide  easier  access  to  the 
Sunday  School  buildings.  Nick  Reeves,  John 
Smith,  Laurence  Finch,  and  L.  W.  George  de¬ 
serve  special  thanks  for  what  has  been  acheived 
on  these  two  goals  thus  far.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Margaret  wade  Campbell  was  honored 
at  a  reception  Sunday  evening,  May  17,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  evening  worship  service  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria.  The  reception 
was  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Missions 
and  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
Miss  Campbell  is  home  for  a  short  time  on  fur¬ 
lough  and  received  her  Master  of  Arts  Degree 
in  Social  Group  Work  from  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers  on  May  28.  She  returns  soon 
to  Durango,  Dgo.,  Mexico,  to  resume  her  work. 
Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  is  pastor. 

EDGAR  E.  CAYARD,  who  is  retiring  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  New  Orleans  district  of  the 
Methodist  church  after  23  year’s  service,  was 
honored  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  district 
stewards  Monday  night,  May  18,  at  the  Napoleon 
Avenue  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  district  superintendent,  presented  a  ra¬ 
dio  to  Mr.  Cayard.  Mr.  Cayard,  who  retains  his 
office  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  city  missions 
and  church  extension  of  the  New  Orleans  dis¬ 
trict,  had  to  give  up  the  treasurer’s  office  be¬ 
cause  of  the  increase  of  work  in  both  offices. 
He  will  be  succeeded  as  treasurer  by  Leo  Terry. 

EV.  BEN  F.  YOUNGBLOOD,  associate  pastor; 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Pelton,  director  of  Music;  and 
Reisor  L.  McKinnon,  church  treasurer,  and  their 
families  were  honored  by  members  of  the  Man- 
gum  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
following  the  evening  worship  service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  May  31.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Youngblood  left 
June  1  for  his  appointment  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church  to  the  Kailua 
Community  Church,  Kailua,  Hawaii.  Mrs.  Pey¬ 
ton  will  leave  June  15  for  Tripoli,  Lybia.  Mr. 
McKinnon  will  retire  as  the  church  treasurer 
after  seventeen  years  of  faithful  and  devoted 
service.  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  St.  James  Methodist 
Church,  Marrero,  were  host  to  the  First 
Baptist  Brotherhood  of  Marrero  at  the  May 
dinner  meeting  of  the  Club.  Major  Fulton  was 
the  speaker,  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Salvation 
Army.  He  has  had  twenty-two  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  Salvation  Army  work.  The  dinner  was 
prepared  by  members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  church.  The  Men’s 
Club  will  be  guests  of  the  Brotherhood  for  their 
monthly  meeting.  R.  J.  Tinker,  reporter,  states: 
“This  we  feel  is  a  fine  way  for  men  of  a  com¬ 
munity  to  get  to  know  each  other  and  to  serve 
God  and  their  community  in  whatever  way 
possible.”  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
St.  James  Church. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church 
sponsored  a  home  shower  for  the  Lester 
Braddock  family,  who  recently  lost  their  home 
and  entire  contents  by  fire,  on  Sunday  evening, 
May  1.  After  a  short  service  in  the  sanctuary  in 
which  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  expressed 
in  touching  words  the  deep  appreciation  and 
friendship  felt  for  this  loyal  family,  a  social  hour 
was  enjoyed  in  the  annex.  The  gifts  consisting  of 
silver,  china,  crystal,  electrical  appliances,  linens 
and  various  needs  for  the  home  were  displayed 
on  long  tables.  Members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  church  served  as 
hostesses  with  Mrs.  Wilson,  wife  of  the  pastor, 
presiding  at  the  punch  service.  A  variety  of  con¬ 
fections  was  served  to  the  group  assembled  to 
honor  this  beloved  family. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LOVE’S  LAST  WORD 

The  last  line  of  a  letter,  the  last  sentence  of  a  sermon,  the  last 
note  of  a  song  all  have  a  special  importance  due  to  their  position.  We 
feel  that  the  close  of  anything  should  fittingly  be  its  climax.  What 
words  then  are  worthy  to  close  the  book  which  we  call  the  Word  of 
God?  They  are:  “The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.” 

What  do  we  mean  by  the  word  “grace,”  which  we  hear  so  often 
in  church  and  so  seldom  on  the  street? 

Back  in  1918,  as  World  War  I  was  drawing  to  a  close,  the  late 
Joseph  Fort  Newton,  then  pastor  of  City  Temple,  London,  wrote  in 
his  diary  these  words:  “The  great  thing  about  Christianity  is  that  no 
one  can  tell  what  it  will  do  next.” 

The  story  of  the  Christian  faith  is  filled  with  startling  surprises. 
Christ  broke  through  the  calculations  of  men  in  His  coming. 

Many  of  Jesus’  moves  during  His  ministry  ran  counter  to  human 
predictions.  It  must  have  been  a  surprise  to  His  Nazarene  neighbors 
when  the  established  young  carpenter  left  his  bench  to  go  down  and 
be  baptized  of  John  in  the  Jordan. 

And  after  He  was  baptized,  Jesus  set  about  His  mission  in  a  way 
so  contrary  to  what  John  the  Baptist  expected  of  a  Messiah  that  John 
sent  messengers  asking,  “Art  thou  He  that  should  come  or  look  we 
for  another?” 

Then  when  Jesus’  methods  of  healing  and  teaching  did  seem  to 
be  justifying  themselves  by  the  crowds  they  drew,  He  turned  His 
back  on  the  avenues  of  popularity  and  announced  that  He  would 
go  up  to  Jerusalem  where  His  enemies  were  lying  in  wait.  To  turn 
from  success  to  certain  suffering  seemed  so  unthinkable  that  Peter 
said  it  must  not  be.  Even  the  followers  closest  to  Our  Lord  were 
shocked  by  His  surprising  move. 

Jesus  was  crucified.  The  Christian  enterprise  seemed  ended. 
The  disciples  started  to  leave  Jerusalem  for  their  former  homes  and 
tasks.  And  then  an  amazing  thing  occurred.  The  One  they  thought 
dead  so  convinced  His  followers  of  His  resurrection  that  He  became 
more  of  a  power  at  Pentecost  than  He  had  been  on  Palm  Sunday. 

And  the  surprises  of  God  ever  go  on.  Who  can  predict  what  new 
thing  will  break  forth  from  the  Divine  Ruler  of  this  universe,  for  we 
are  in  the  hands  of  “One  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think.”  In  this  fact  we  get  a  glimpse  of  the 
“grace  of  God,”  which  Prof.  Henry  Wiseman  of  Chicago  once  defined 
as  the  “good  which  God  puts  into  such  concrete  situations  over  and 
above  all  that  man  can  do  or  plan  or  even  imagine.” 

Let  us  keep  clear  that  the  surprises  of  God  are  not  whimsical  or 
capricious.  That  would  be  terrifying.  We  can  imagine  what  life 
must  have  been  like  in  Nazi  Germany  when  a  tyrannical  Hitler  ruled 
not  by  law  but  by  tantrum  and  whim,  and  what  life  must  still  be  like 
in  Russia  or  People’s  China  where  dictators  rule  by  personal  decree. 

God  is  just  and  rules  by  law.  But  He  is  a  Father  whose  law  is 
love.  His  ways  are  higher  than  our  ways  as  the  heavens  are  high 
above  the  earth.  His  resources  are  richer  than  we  know.  When  we 
have  made  our  calculations,  God  adds  something  more. 

Many  of  us  have  experienced  this  grace  of  God’s  extras.  A  daugh¬ 
ter  watches  by  her  mother’s  bedside  through  long  weeks  of  illness. 
When  the  crises  passes,  she  may  exclaim,  “I  didn’t  know  it  was  in  me 
to  do  all  that.”  Well,  it  wan’t  in  her  own  strength  alone;  it  was  the 
gift  of  God’s  grace. 

And  think  of  the  national  scene.  When  the  little  band  of  Pilgrim 
colonists  were  leaving  for  the  unsettled  wilderness  of  America,  their 
pastor  preached  a  sermon  reminding  them  that  God  has  more  light 
to  break  forth  from  His  Holy  Word.  We  could  have  predicted  the 
expanding  events  which  those  New  England  Pilgrims  started? 

It  is  this  unpredictable  power  of  God  which  strengthens  my  hopes 
when  diplomats  get  stalled  in  stalemates  during  this  cold  war.  God 
is  also  at  work  “able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we 
ask  or  think.” 

In  Honolulu’s  great  Central  Union  Church  the  chancel  carries 
these  words  of  Scripture,  “Love  Never  Faileth.”  The  Divine  Love 
which  surprised  the  Pilgrims  on  the  Atlantic  may  surprise  us  in 
the  troubled  Pacific. 

Only  God  can  write  love’s  last  word. 


"When  I  get  to  the  part  about  hellfire  and  brim¬ 
stone,  shut  off  the  air  conditioning." 


The 

Layman’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Another  Thrilling  Experience 

Elsewhere  in  THE  METHODIST 
there  is  a  story  of  my  proposed  trip 
into  the  Far  East  this  summer.  One 
can  read  the  details  there,  so  this 
need  not  be  a  repetition  of  the  facts. 
There  are  some  personal  statements, 
though,  that  I  should  like  to  make 
before  going  on  such  a  trip  as  this. 
The  object  of  it  will  be  two-fold; 
to  hold  workshops  with  the  native 
Christian  leaders  on  the  subject  of 
Evangelism,  and  to  do  evangelistic 
work  ourselves  through  the  means 
of  preaching  in  revival  meetings. 
No  evangelistic  work  is  easy,  as 
anyone  knows  who  has  done  it  at 
all  Added  to  this  will  be  the  task 
of  overcoming  language  barriers, 
living  among  strange  customs,  liv¬ 
ing  through  rather  uncomfortable 
weather  at  times,  speaking  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  not  understand  some 
of  our  customs  and  word  useages, 
etc. 

I  do  not  tell  about  these  things 
to  ask  for  sympathy.  Far  from  it! 
I  count  myself  one  of  the  favored 
few  who  will  have  this  opportunity. 
Mine  is  even  a  second  time  oppor¬ 
tunity.  True,  we  who  go  must  pay 
our  own  expenses  or  in  case  of  some 
ministers,  have  their  churches  put 
up  the  money.  The  matter  of  draw¬ 
ing  over  $2,000  from  our  modest 
savings  is  not  any  easier  for  us  than 
it  would  be  for  several  thousand 
other  Methodists  in  Arkansas.  But 
aside  from  all  of  these  conditions, 
we  shall  feel  a  great  need.  And  it 
is  here  that  Christian  friends  can 
be  of  much  more  help  than  they 
realize.  Therefore,  I  make  a  very 
sincere  request  for  everyone  who 
reads  this.  I  ask  you  to  enter  into  a 
fellowship  of  prayer  for  and  with 


those  of  us  who  will  be  trying  to 
tell  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  It 
will  mean  much  more  to  our  party 
than  you  know.  Two  years  ago  our 
party  saw  some  astounding  results 
in  the  Philippines.  There  was  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  of  us 
that  prayer  rising  from  Christian 
hearts  around  the  world  was  sup¬ 
porting  us  and  making  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  far  more  effective 
than  we  dared  to  ask  or  think.  Re¬ 
ducing  it  to  my  own  personal  ex¬ 
perience,  I  came  abruptly  to  the 
realization  of  my  own  failure  to  do 
what  I  had  set  out  to  do.  It  was  only 
when  I  turned  my  poor  efforts  over 
to  God  to  be  blessed  as  He  saw  fit, 
that  I  saw  things  happen  in  the 
lives  of  people  that  I  had  not  dared 
to  expect.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  it  can  happen  again;  not 
because  I  am  going,  but  because 
God  will  use  those  of  us  in  the  party 
as  a  blessing  if  we  place  our  abili¬ 
ties  at  His  disposal,  and  if  friends 
at  home  will  pray  continually  for 
the  work  to  be  crowned  with  vic¬ 
tory. 

My  office  will  be  open  all  sum¬ 
mer.  The  Laymen’s  Lending  Libra¬ 
ry  will  be  in  business  at  my  address, 
Box  565,  Jonesboro,  Arkansas.  All 
normal  lay  activities  will  be  carried 
on  from  my  office  under  the  capa¬ 
ble  direction  of  my  secretary,  Mrs. 
Olive  Ferguson.  I  shall  be  out  of 
Jonesboro  from  June  23  until  Sep¬ 
tember  3.  After  that,  I  shall  be  home 
and  trying  to  catch  up  with  my  af¬ 
fairs.  Any  mail  coming  to  the  office 
that  demands  immediate  attention 
will  be  forwarded  by  Mrs.  Ferguson 
to  me  in  the  East,  and  I  shall  an¬ 
swer  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 


Page  Six 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  June  14,  1959:  ACROSS  BORDERS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  2  KINGS,  CHAPTER  5.  LESSON  TEXT,  2  KINGS 
5:l-5a,  7 -15a 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  earth  is  full  of  the  steadfast  love  of  the  LORD. 
Psalms  33:5  (RSV) 


Some  years  have  passed  since  the  events  re¬ 
corded  in  last  Sunday’s  lesson,  when  Elijah  re¬ 
buked  king  Ahab  for  taking  the  vineyard  of 
Naboth  by  robbery  and  murder.  Some  time  later, 
as  Elijah  and  Elisha  talked  together  near  the 
river-  Jordan,  “Behold  there  appeared  a  chariot 
of  fire,  and  horses  of  fire,  and  parted  them  asun¬ 
der;  and  Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind  into 
heaven.” 

Elisha  recovered  Elijah’s  mantle,  a  symbol 
of  power,  which  fell  to  the  ground  as  Elijah  was 
being  translated.  He  then  took  up  the  work 
which  Elijah  had  been  doing  for  many  years. 
The  works  of  Elisha  were  only  a  little  less  spec¬ 
tacular  than  those  of  Elijah.  They  were  both 
among  the  truly  great  prophets  of  Israel.  Neither 
of  them  left  anything  of  their  messages  or  activi¬ 
ties  in  writing.  Their  life  and  works,  that  we 
know  about,  were  recorded  by  others. 

The  Two  Principal  Characters  of  our  Lesson 

Our  lesson  today  revolves  largely  around  two 
principal  characters. 

(1)  One  of  these  characters  is  Elisha,  the  son 
of  Shaphat  and  successor  of  Elijah  as  prophet  in 
Israel.  Elisha  was  a  native  of  Abel-Meholaj  in 
the  Jordan  valley.  One  day,  while  Elisha  was 
plowing  in  his  father’s  field,  Elijah  came  by  and 
“Cast  his  mantle  upon  him.”  This,  to  Elisha, 
meant  a  call  from  God  to  accompany  Elijah  and 
minister  to  him.  After  a  farewell  feast  with  his 
father  and  mother,  Elisha  entered  on  his  new 
duties.  In  this  new  field  of  labor  he  became  a 
great  prophet. 

(2)  The  other  principal  character  of  our  les¬ 
son  is  Naaman.  Our  lesson  text  tells  us  that  he 
was  the  “Captain  of  the  host  of  the  king  of 
Syria.”  Such  a  position  as  is  described  here  is 
equivalent  to  a  five-star  general  in  our  armies  of 
today,  so  some  writers  say. 

Everything  recorded  about  the  character  and 
personality  of  Naaman  is  quite  complimentary. 

(1)  He  “was  a  great  man  with  his  master.” 

(2)  He  was  honored  because,  with  the  Lord’s 
help,  he  had  delivered  Syria  from  her 
enemies. 

(3)  He  was  a  strong  man  with  great  courage. 

The  Demoralizing  Power  of  One 
Great  Weakness 

After  giving  this  flattering  description  of 
Naaman,  the  writer  adds  a  phrase  which  seems 
to  neutralize  everything  he  had  said.  In  that 
phrase  he  said,  “But  he  was  a  leper.”  With  that 
statement,  valour,  courage,  high  favor  with  his 
master  and  physical  strength  seem  to  lose  their 
meaning  since  the  disease  of  leprosy  would 
quickly  destroy  any  advantages  he  may  have  had 
and  reduce  Naaman  to  a  pitiable,  hopeless, 
shunned  outcast. 

Leprosy  was  the  most  dreaded  disease  of  the 
East.  Even  a  suspicion  of  leprosy  required  that 
one  isolate  himself.  If  it  was  determined  that 
leprosy  actually  existed,  the  victim  must  live 
apart  from  people  and  even  cry  “unclean”  if  any¬ 
one  approached. 

It  is  possible  that  Naaman’s  high  position 
delayed  this  ostracism  for  the  while,  but  it  was 
a  fatal  handicap  which  would  soon  destroy  his 
position,  his  usefulness  and  eventually  his  life. 
In  that  day  there  was  no  treatment  for  leprosy 
except  isolation.  The  only  relief  was  death. 

Naaman  was  a  great  man  in  many  ways, 
“But  he  was  a  leper.”  That  weakness,  unless  he 
found  relief,  made  every  other  power  he  pos¬ 
sessed  useless.  The  little  word  “but”  seems  to 
balance  all  of  Naaman’s  powers  against  the  one 


great  weakness  of  leprosy. 

This  statement  about  Naaman  follows  a  pat¬ 
tern  we  frequently  use  today  in  discussing  the 
lives  of  people.  We  say  very  complimentary 
things  about  them  and  then  add  the  whip  cracker 
with  the  three-letter  word  “but.”  They  are  fine 
people  but  this,  and  but  that,  and  generally  by 
the  time  we  are  through  butting  we  have  pushed 
them  off  the  end  of  the  seat  into  the  isle.  Some¬ 
times  what  we  say  after  the  little  word  “but”  is 
pure  hear-say  and  possibly  plain  vicious  gossip. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  people,  like  Naaman, 
who  have  many  fine  qualities  of  life  who  neu¬ 
tralize  these  fine  qualities  and  render  their  lives 
powerless  because  of  one  fatal,  moral  defect.  In 
1  Peter  4:8  we  are  told  “Charity  shall  cover  the 
multitude  of  sins.”  We  believe  it  may  just  as 
correctly  be  said  that  “One  serious,  moral  defect 
will  cover  a  multitude  of  good  qualities.” 

A  Humble  Slave  Girl's  Faith  in  God 

In  one  of  the  several  raids  Syria  made  on  Is¬ 
rael  a  young  Hebrew  girl  had  been  taken  into 
captivity  in  Syria.  She  must  have  had  unusual 
qualities  of  life  since  she  was  made  the  servant 
of  Naaman. 

Normally,  one  in  such  a  position  would  be 
resentful  of  her  master.  However  when  this  He¬ 
brew  girl  knew  of  her  master’s  affliction  as  a 
leper  she  had  a  feeling  of  sympathetic  interest. 

Remembering  the  wonderful  works  of  Elisha, 
the  prophet  in  Israel,  the  maid  said  to  her  mis¬ 
tress,  “Would  God  my  lord  were  with  the  proph¬ 
et  that  is  in  Samaria;  for  he  would  recover  him 
of  his  leprosy.”  Naaman  reported  the  words  of 
the  servant  to  the  king  and  he  advised  Naaman 
to  go  to  the  prophet  in  Israel,  and  seek  a  cure. 
The  words  of  this  Hebrew  girl  give  evidence  of 
the  power  human  testimony  may  have  on  those 
about  us  when  we  speak  of  God’s  love  and  inter¬ 
est  in  people  who  especially  need  his  help. 

A  Prophet  Relieves  A  Frightened  King 

When  the  king  of  Syria  sent  Naaman  to  Israel 
for  healing  he  sent  a  letter  with  him  addressed 
to  the  king  of  Israel  in  which  he  said,  “Now 
when  this  letter  is  come  to  thee,  behold,  I  have 
therewith  sent  Naaman  my  servant  to  thee,  that 
thou  mayest  recover  him  of  his  leprosy.” 

When  the  king  of  Israel  received  this  letter 
from  the  Syrian  king  he  was  terribly  frightened. 
He  asked,  “Am  I  God,  to  kill  and  make  alive, 
that  this  man  doth  send  unto  me  to  recover  a 
man  of  his  leprosy?”  The  king  of  Israel  thought 
this  was  simply  an  indirect  way  of  creating  a 
quarrel  between  him  and  the  king  of  Syria. 

When  Elisha  heard  of  what  had  happened,  to 
the  great  relief  of  the  king,  he  sent  word  to  the 
king  saying,  “Let  him  come  to  me,  and  he  shall 
know  that  there  is  a  prophet  in  Israel.  This,  ap¬ 
parently  the  king  gladly  did. 

The  Prophet  Not  Impressed  By  Power 
And  Splendor 

At  the  word  of  Elisha,  Naaman,  with  his  en¬ 
tourage,  came  to  the  home  of  the  prophet.  Naa¬ 
man  came  with  his  horses  and  chariots.  He  had 
brought  as  gifts  for  the  prophet  “ten  talents  of 
silver,  and  six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  ten 
changes  of  raiment.”  Some  Bible  scholars  esti¬ 
mate  the  value  of  these  at  between  $60,000  and 
$80,000.  This  was  a  right  liberal  “gift.” 

To  Naaman’s  surprise  none  of  this  grandeur 
and  tokens  of  power  seemed  to  impress  the 
prophet.  Naaman  expected  that  Elisha  would 
come  out  to  meet  him  in  a  manner  befitting  his 
position,  power  and  wealth.  Instead,  when  Elisha 


knew  of  Naaman’s  presence  at  his  door,  he  sent 
a  messenger  to  Naaman  with  instructions  as  to 
the  course  he  should  pursue  if  he  would  be 
healed. 

A  Needed  Lesson  in  Humility 

The  message  Elisha  sent  to  Naaman,  in  Naa¬ 
man’s  mind,  but  added  insult  to  injury.  In  indig¬ 
nation  Naaman  says  to  his  group,  “I  thought, 
He  will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and  stand,  and 
call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God,  and  strike 
his  hand  over  the  place,  and  recover  the  leper.” 

Naaman  expected  some  dramatic  gestures  in 
the  process  of  healing  that  would  impress  the 
people  about  him.  Instead,  Elisha  sent  a  mes¬ 
senger  to  him  telling  him  to  go  wash  in  the  Jor¬ 
dan  seven  times.  Naaman’s  first  impression  was 
that  this  command  was  a  plan  to  humiliate  him 
and  subject  him  to  ridicule  by  attempting  to 
cure  the  dread  disease  of  leprosy  by  such  a 
method. 

The  Syrian  captain  was  almost  too  proud 
to  be  helped.  He  wanted  to  be  the  center  of  some 
sensational  “stunt”  rather  than  to  obey  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  prophet  of  Israel.  He  was  ready  to 
return  to  his  own  country  without  healing  rather 
than  even  try  the  remedy  commanded  by  the 
prophet.  He  declared  that  the  rivers  of  Damas¬ 
cus  were  better  for  bathing  than  the  Jordan, 
“so  he  turned  and  went  away  in  a  rage.” 

Again  it  was  Naaman’s  servants  who  helped 
him.  They  reminded  Naaman  that  he  would  have 
readily  done  some  big  thing  in  order  to  be 
healed,  if  the  prophet  had  suggested  it;  some¬ 
thing  in  keeping  with  his  position  as  a  great  war¬ 
rior.  They  suggested  that  he  at  least  try  the  sim¬ 
ple  plan  suggested  by  the  prophet. 

There  are  many  who  refuse  the  plan  of  salva¬ 
tion  Christ  marked  out  for  us  because  it  seems 
to  be  so  simple.  “Thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole,”  and  “By  grace  are  ye  saved  through 
faith,”  are  statements  which  some  feel  make  the 
matter  of  salvation  so  simple  that  they  are  un¬ 
willing  to  accept  it.  They  want  to  do  something 
in  order  to  work  out  their  salvation,  despite  the 
direct  statement  of  Scripture  regarding  our  sal¬ 
vation,  “Not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast.”  Ephesians  2:9. 

No  Substitute  for  Obedience 

We  may  think  we  have  some  great  ideas 
about  character  building  and  soul  saving,  but  the 
experiences  of  the  centuries  past  prove  that  there 
is  no  substitute  for  the  obedience  of  God’s  laws 
and  conformity  to  the  plans  God  has  given  us. 

Naaman  faced  the  choice  of  being  destroyed 
by  leprosy  or  obedience  to  Elisha’s  command 
which  was  obedience  to  God’s  will.  If  that  was 
God’s  plan  for  his  healing,  there  was  no  other 
way  for  Naaman  to  be  made  whole. 

Since  we  are  free  moral  agents  with  power 
to  think,  we  find  ourselves,  more  than  once, 
questioning  the  value  of  advisability  of  follow¬ 
ing  God’s  plan  for  human  life.  More  people  lose 
the  way,  religiously,  because  they  think  they 
know  better  how  to  plan  their  lives,  than  God 
knows,  than  for  any  other  reason.  Nevertheless, 
God’s  laws  operate  whether  we  altogether  ap¬ 
prove  them  or  not. 

We  face,  in  effect,  the  same  choice  Naaman 
had  in  the  long  ago.  We,  too,  face  the  choice  of 
being  destroyed  by  the  leprosy  of  sin,  or  obedi¬ 
ence  to  what  we  believe  to  be  God’s  will  for  us. 
There  is  no  worth-while  substitute  in  our  lives 
for  what  we  believe  to  be  God’s  will  for  us.  We 
too  may  think  that  “The  rivers  of  Damascus” 
are  better  than  the  “Fountain  of  living  water” 
Christ  stands  ready  to  supply,  but  the  “rivers 
of  Damascus”  have  no  power  of  spiritual  cleans¬ 
ing.  Whatever  we  may  think,  if  we  would  be 
free  of  the  guilt  and  weight  of  sin,  we  must  fol¬ 
low  God’s  plan  for  life. 

I  Thought — Now  I  Know 

At  the  command  of  Elisha  and  on  the  insist- 
ance  of  his  servants,  Naaman  went  to  the  river 
Jordan  and  washed  seven  times  as  Elisha  had 
told  him  to  do.  “His  flesh  came  again  like  unto 
the  flesh  of  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean.” 

When  Naaman  received  the  command  from 
Elisha  to  wash  in  Jordan  in  order  to  be  healed, 
he  said  “I  thought”  it  was  to  happen  in  another 
way.  Now,  after  the  healing,  as  a  result  of  his 
faith  and  obedience,  Naaman  said  “Now  I  know.” 
We  may  think  matters  should  happen  after  a 
different  fashion.  When  we  obey  God,  then  “We 
know”  that  the  divine  plan  is  the  only  safe  and 
sure  plan. 
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Louisiana  Conference  Appointments  For  1959 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — A.  W.  Townsend, 
Jr. 

Alexandria,  First — Guy  M.  Hicks 
First,  Associate — James  Jones 
First,  Minister  of  Education — Cecil  Be¬ 
noit 

Horseshoe  Drive — Roy  Lee  Garrett 
Trinity — Otis  Spinks 
Wesley-Grace — Conrad  P.  Edwards 
Ball  Circuit — Odell  Simmons 
Belah-Eden  &  Tullos — Cecil  C.  Mims 
Boyce — Claude  O.  Hall 
Bunkie,  Haas  Memorial — J.  J.  Caraway 
Colfax— S.  S.  Holladay 
Couley-New  Hope— Grafton  Shaw 
Davis  Springs — J.  W.  Lee 
Dodson-Siloam  Springs — Warren  Taylor 
Effie-Bethel — H.  B.  Krammer 
Elizabeth — Dan  Anders 
Evergreen-Simsport— George  Sherman 
Glenmora — D.  R.  Deen 
Forest  Hill — Clyde  T.  Shaw 
Jena,  Nolley  Memorial — A.  G.  Taylor 
Jonesville — A.  P.  Smith 
LeCompte — Frank  Stage 
Marksville — Carl  Lipe 

Marthaville-Robeline — Huey  P.  McFarland 
Melder-Hineston — Ottis  Sharpe 
Montgomery — M.  L.  Davis 
Mt.  Zion-Atlanta — Dell  S.  Durand 
Natchitoches,  First— George  F.  Pearce.  Jr. 

Faith — William  Holt 
Oak  Grove — John  Sayes 
Oakdale — Clark  Bell 
Olla — W.  Hardy  Carroll 
Palestine— A.  D.  St.  Amant 
Pineville,  First— John  F.  Kilpatrick 
Pollock — Marvin  Hockenhull 
Trout — Tom  Sawyer 
Urania — Ed  Pickens 
Weaver-Provencal — W.  R.  Akin 
White’s  Chapel— Mrs.  Lelia  Hickman 
Winnfield — R.  H.  Staples 
Chaplain,  Charity  Hospital,  Pineville — Otis 
W.  Spinks 

Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist— J.  J.  Car¬ 
away 

Director  of  Camping — James  Jones 
Director  of  Stewardship — Clark  Bell 
Director  of  Wesley  Foundation,  Northwest¬ 
ern — Robert  L.  Tatum 
Missionary  Secretary — R.  H.  Staples 
Secretary  of  Evangelism— John  F.  Kilpat¬ 
rick 

Secretary  of  Temperance — Roy  Lee  Garrett 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Harry  W.  Cannon,  Jr. 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Charles  E.  Scott 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology— 

Kenneth  W.  Paul 

Director  of  Visual  Education — Conrad  P. 
Edwards 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent— D.  W.  Poole 
Amite — G.  R.  Messer 
Angie-Varnado— R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr. 

Baker — John  H.  Sewell 
Baton  Rouge,  First — Dana  Dawson.  Jr. 
Associate — Hugh  Baker 
Associate — James  W.  Ailor 
Broadmoor — J.  P.  Woodland 
Ingleside — W.  R.  Irving.  Jr. 

Istrouma — A.  Jerome  Cain 
Jefferson — Stone  W.  Caraway 
North  Baton  Rouge — Roy  E.  Mouser 
University— William  E.  Trice 
Winboume — Reuel  Allen 
Bethel— T.  J.  Smith 
Blackwater — Angus  Carruth 
Brownfields — J.  M.  Winn,  Jr. 

Bluff  Creek— T.B.S. 

Bogalusa,  E.S.M. — Robert  B.  Crichlow 
Carpenter’s  Chapel-Meadows  Chapel — A. 
M.  Martin 

Clinton-Clear  Creek — V  M.  Culpepper 
Deerford — George  M.  Horne 
Denham  Springs — Ned  Stout 
Donaldsonville-Grand  River — James  Wood¬ 
ard 

Fisher — John  Casey 
Franklinton — M.  Dave  Felder 
Gonzales  Ct.—J.  M.  Wilkes 
Greensburg — James  A.  Knight 
Hammond — Edward  R.  Thomas 
Jackson-Ethel — J.  B.  Shearer 
Kentwood — Karl  D.  Wood 
Livingston  Ct. — John  C.  Bonds 
Live  Oak — Edgar  C.  Dufresne 
Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel — C.  J.  T.  Cotton 
Lottie-Rosedale — Wayne  Perrott 
Magnolia — Lonnie  Sibley 
New  Roads — E.  W.  Sandel 
Pine  Grove — E.  E.  Sylvest,  Sr. 

Plaquemine — W.  J.  Reid 
Ponchatoula — Eldred  Blakely 
Port  Allen— E.  W.  Sandel 
St.  Francisville — Marshall  C.  Paine 
St.  Helena—' T.B.S. 

Slaughter— G.  H.  Corry 
Springfield — James  W.  Lawton 
Tangipahoa — Mims  S.  Robinson 
Tickfaw-Independence — Alvin  Mayo 
Walker — R.  F.  DeBusk 
Wesley  Chapel — Carey  Martin 
West  Feliciana  Ct. — Forest  Griffin 
Zachary — Robert  Ed  Taylor 
Director  Louisiana  Methodist — Robert  Ed 
Taylor 

Director  of  Stewardship — Ned  Stout 
Director  of  Evangelism — Reuel  Allen 
Director  of  Temperance — John  Sewell 
Director  of  Missions — James  Ailor 
Director  of  Camping— J.  P.  Woodland 
Director,  La.  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation— 
W.  Earl  Hotalen 

Wesley  Foundation  Dir.,  L.S.U. — Robert 
Parrott 

Wesley  Foundation  Dir.,  S.L.C. — George 
Hess 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force — Oakley  Edwards 
Missionary  to  Korea — J.  W.  Spitzkeit 


Librarian,  National  College  for  Christian 
Workers — T.  H.  Miley,  Jr. 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Henry  Warren  Blakeman,  Jr. 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Lonnie  M.  Sibley 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Donald  M.  Learner 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 

Thomas  M.  Babington,  III 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — E.  E. 
Sylvest,  Jr. 

Student,  Drew  University — Raymond  K. 
DeHainaut 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Paul 
Carroll 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Cal¬ 
vin  Lapuyade 

Chaplain,  Greenwell  Sprs.  Hospital — T.  J. 
Smith 

Director  of  Leadership  Training — Angus 
Carruth 

Director  of  Youth  Work — John  Oldham 
Director  of  Adult  Work — Dr.  Jack  Jones 
Director  of  Children’s  Work — Mrs.  Chas. 
Learner 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — R.  R.  Branton 
Abbeville — R.  M.  Bentley 
Berwick — Kirby  Vining 
Church  Point— Charles  H.  Giessen 
Crowley,  First — Louis  Hoffpauir 
Wesley — Raymond  Pierson 
Ebenezer — Etienne  Brouilette 
Franklin — A.  S.  Hurley 
Golden  Meadow — Travis  Campbell 
Grand  Isle — Travis  Campbell 
Houma,  First  Church — B.  A.  Galloway 
Houma  Heights— Ira  W.  Robinson 
Iota-Maxie — James  L.  Adams 
Indian  Bayou — J.  B.  McCann 
Jeanerette — Dan  Tohline 
Lafayette,  Asbury — Byrl  Moreland,  Jr. 
Davidson  Memorial — Woodrow  Hearn 
First— Fred  S.  Flurry 
First  Associate — Richard  Hoffpauir 
Lockport — J.  C.  Zerangue 
Melville — O.  L.  Golson 
Morgan  City — Robert  W.  Bengtson 
New  Iberia — Jack  Cooke 
Opelousas — R.  E.  Walton 
Patterson — Harlan  Guillot 
Pecan  Island — Jerrold  Hoffpauir 
Port  Barre — C.  J.  Thibodaux 
Raceland — J.  C.  Zerangue 
Rayne — Fred  Mead 
Thibodeaux — E.  W.  Day 
Chaplain,  Charity  Hospital,  Lafayette — 
Woodrow  Hearn 

Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist — K  irby 
Vining 

Director  of  Camping — R.  E.  Walton 
Director  of  Stewardship — Woodrow  Hearn 
Missionary  Secretary — Benedict  A.  Gallo¬ 
way 

Secretary  of  Evangelism — Jack  Cooke 
Secretary  of  Temperance — R.  M.  Bentley 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
Ronald  DeVillier 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Ver¬ 
non  Fairley 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Army — Howard  Ellzey 
Chaplain,  Hospital,  Houma — Ira  Robinson 
Chaplain,  U.S.  Navy — William  George  Wil¬ 
son 

Director  of  Wesley  Foundation,  South¬ 
western — Allen  O.  Jernigan 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Sam  Nader 
Bell  City— Robert  R.  MlUer 
Cameron-Grand  Chenier — Taylor  Wall 
DeQuincy — H.  A.  Gibbs 
DeRidder,  First — R.  H.  Jamieson 
Wesley — James  C.  Skinner 
Elton — Donald  Hall 
Eunice — Wilson  Watson 
Florien — S.  W.  Lantrip 
Gueydan — George  W.  Harkins 
Hackberry — Oakley  Lee 
Hornbeck — Henry  Pickett 
Iowa — Robert  R.  Miller 
Jennings — Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
Kinder — Raymond  Crofoot 
Lake  Arthur — Jack  Winegeart 
Lake  Charles,  First — Carl  Lueg 
Associate — H.  Don  Guynes 
Associate — John  W.  Hassler 
Eastwood — J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 
Fairview — W.  F.  Howell 
Oak  Park— A.  A.  McKnight 
St.  Luke — L.  Ray  Branton 
Simpson — Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
University — James  L.  Stovall 
Associate — William  C.  Blakely 
West  Lake — Rex  Squyres 
Leesville — C.  R.  McCammon 
Maplewood— Oakley  Lee 
Merryville — Robert  M.  Collie 
Moss  Bluff — J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

Oberlin — James  C.  Skinner 

Raymond— C.  B.  Krumnow 

Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial — E.  R.  Haug 

Sweet  Lake — W.  F.  Howell 

Vinton — Garland  C.  Dean 

Welsh — Don  Risinger 

Director  of  Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese 
State  College — James  W.  Donaldson 
Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist— Kenneth 
McDowell 

Director  of  Camping — E.  R.  Haug 
Director  of  Visual  Education — R.  H.  Jam¬ 
ieson 

Director  of  Stewardship— Wilson  Watson 
Director  of  Public  Relations — Oakley  Lee 
Missionary  Secretary — Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Director  of  Evangelism — James  C.  Skinner 
Director  of  Temperance — H.  A.  Gibbs 
Professor,  Candler  School  of  Theology — 
Ted  R.  Weber 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
Warren  Livingston 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — George  W.  Har- 
buck 

Bastrop,  First  Church — Luther  L.  Booth 
Memorial  and  Beekman — W.  E.  Nolan 
Bastrop  Circuit — E.  W.  Corley 
Bonita-Jones — Byron  Crosby 
Collinston  Circuit — S.  B.  Dampier 
Columbia — D.  T.  Williams 
Crowville — E.  H.  House,  Jr. 

Delhi — Ira  A.  Love 
Epps-Floyd — R.  C.  Wilbanks 
Ferriday — J.  P.  McKeithen 
Gilbert — R.  K.  Freidrich 
Grayson — Theron  McKisson 
Harrisonburg — F.  P.  Corie 
Holly  Ridge-Crew  Lake — T.B.S. 

Kilbourne  Circuit — John  B.  Bell 
Lake  Providence — George  D.  York 
Lapine  Circuit — E.  K.  Brooks 
Little  Creek-Union — Charles  Strong 
Mangham — A.  E.  Keasler 
Mer  Rouge — L.  Gray  Wilson 
Monroe,  First  Church — G.  W.  Pomeroy 
First  Church,  Associate — Robert  Holla- 
day 

Gordan  Avenue — W.  M.  Allen 
Memorial — Spencer  Wren 
St.  Paul — B.  R.  Oliphant 
Southside — Lea  Joyner 
Stone  Avenue — I.  A.  Patton 
Newellton — William  B.  Shaw 
Oak  Grove — W.  O.  Lynch 
Oak  Ridge— W.  L.  Baker 
Pioneer  Circuit — W.  M.  Stegall 
Rayville — W.  D.  Boddie 
St.  Joseph-Wesley — Lamont  Rouse 
Sicily  Island-Clayton — J.  W.  Boyd 
Sterlington-Fairbanks — T.  T.  Howes 
Tallulah — W.  F.  Mayo 
Vidalia— H.  R.  Hine 
Waterproof — S.  E.  Sterrett 
West  Monroe,  First — E.  B.  Emmerich 
Brown ville — B.  P.  Durbin 
Claiborne — T.  A.  Brown 
McGuire — Don  Wineinger 
Winnsboro — W.  H.  Bengston 
Wisner — A.  W.  Coody 
Director  of  Church  Extension,  General 
Board  of  Missions — H.  L.  Johns 
Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force — Maurice  D. 
Fulkerson 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force — Lucien  E. 

Larche,  Jr. 

Chaplain,  Conway  Memorial  Hospital — T. 
A.  Brown 

Chaplain,  St.  Francis  Hospital— W.  M.  Al¬ 
len 

Missionary  to  Argentina — J.  M.  Norris 
Director  of  Wesley  Foundation.  Northeast 
State  College — Spencer  Wren 
Director  of  Stewardship — G.  W.  Pomeroy 
Director  of  Camping — T.  T.  Howes 
Missionary  Secretary — L.  L.  Booth 
Secretary  of  Evangelism — Spencer  Wren 
Secretary  of  Temperance— J.  P.  McKeithen 
Director  of  Visual  Education— D.  E.  Wine¬ 
inger 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology— Jack 
Blakeman 

Conference  Director  of  Camping — B.  R. 
Oliphint 

Conference  Secretary  of  Evangelism — W. 
D.  Boddie 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology— 
Oscar  E.  Cloyd 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
J.  C.  Wallace 

Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist — L.  Gray 
Wilson 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Henry  A.  Rickey 
Algiers — John  T.  Redmon 
Aurora  Gardens — W.  M.  Jacocks 
Carrollton  Avenue — J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Associate — Estill  F.  Allen,  Jr. 

Castle  Manor — Robert  L.  Potter 
Elysian  Fields — J.  E.  Christie 
Felicity — W.  M.  Finnin 
First  Church— N.  H.  Melbert 
Associate — A.  M.  Baker 
Gentilly — John  B.  Koelemay 
Gretna — Charles  S.  Walker 
Jefferson — A.  A.  Collins 
John  Wesley — S.  P.  Emanuel 
Kenner — Marvin  H.  Corley 
Lake  Vista — C.  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Lasseigne — C.  D.  Pinkard 
Luling — T.  O.  Crosby,  Jr. 

Lutcher — C.  D.  Pinkard 
Metairie — Eskel  L.  Tatum 
Munholland — Edward  W.  Harris 
Napoleon — Don  W.  Alverson 
Parker — E.  J.  Barksdale 
Rayne — A.  M.  Serex 
Associate — Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Associate — G.  W.  Poole,  III 
Emeritus — W.  L.  Duren 
Redeemer — H.  G.  Ensenat 
St.  Bernard — Lael  S.  Jones 
St.  Claude  Heights — James  A.  McLean 
St.  James — Roy  Summerfield 
St.  John — Eskel  L.  Tatum 
St.  Luke's — James  C.  Whitaker 
St.  Mark’s — Lloyd  A.  Foreman 
St.  Matthew’s— C.  Ebb  Munden,  m 
St.  Paul’s— Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Second — S.  P.  Emanuel 
Point-a-la-Hache — F .  W.  Campbell 
Trinity — L.  W.  Taylor 
Venice  (Asbury) — L.  W.  Taylor 
Covington— R.  C.  Carter 
Lacombe-St.  Tammany — N.  D.  Pearce 
Pearl  River — K.  K.  Carithers 
Slidell — W.  H.  Giles 
Sun-Bush — Mrs.  Rose  Carithers 
Hospital  Chaplains: 

Foundation  (Ochsner) — C.  Ebb  Munden, 
IU 

Charity — Robert  L.  Potter 
Director  of  Wesley  Foundation-Tulane — H. 

L.  Daughenbaugh,  Jr. 

Director  of  Wesley  Foundation-L.S.U.  Com¬ 


muters — J.  E.  Christie 

Instructor,  Religion,  S.M.U. — B.  A.  Petty 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Navy — James  E.  Reaves 

Deaconesses : 

St.  Mark’s  Community — Fae  Daves 
St.  Mark's  Community — Wilma  Snare 
Methodist  Home  Hospital— Evelyn  Mur- 
phee 

Director  of  Evangelism — Don  W.  Alverson 

Director  of  Visual  Education — K.  K.  Ca¬ 
rithers 

Director  of  Missions — E.  J.  Barksdale 

Director,  Louisiana  Methodist — J.  E.  Chris¬ 
tie 

Director  of  Temperance — Marvin  Corley 

Director  of  Camping — Mrs.  Alva  John 
Groth 

Director  of  Student  Work — H.  L.  Daugh¬ 
enbaugh,  Jr. 

Director  of  Stewardship — G.  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson 

Student  Yale  Divinity  School — J.  Delton 
Pickering 

Student  Drew  University — C.  H.  Snelllng, 
Jr. 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Luman  E.  Doug¬ 
las 

Arcadia — R.  L.  Peyton 
Athens— C.  Ed  Henkle 
Bernice — Abe  Conerly 
Bienville — J.  E.  Constable 
Calhoun — R.  E.  Carter 
Castor — J.  E.  Hearn 
Center  Point — J.  T.  Garrett 
Chatham — E.  L.  Hearne 
Choudrant-Douglas — David  Corley 
Clay — V.  L.  Westbrook 
Concord — Wallace  Reeves 
Cotton  Valley — W.  C.  Barham 
Downsville — Brady  B.  Foreman 
Doyline-Mclntyre — Stephen  Wendt 
Dubach — Jerry  A.  Means 
Eros — Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Evergreen — James  W.  Jones 
Farmerville — Rupert  Coles 
Gibsland — J.  A.  Jones 
Harmony  Chapel — Leon  Marsales 
Haynesville — K.  G.  Rorie 
Heflin-Brushwood — James  O.  Evans 
Hilly — Jerry  A.  Means 
Hodge — Terral  T.  Lowe 
Homer — William  P.  Fraser 
Jonesboro — Loyd  Williams 
Lisbon — George  P.  Goodwin 
Marion — Ladell  J.  Futch 
Minden,  First — Merlin  W.  Merrill 
Lakeview — J.  M.  Poole 
Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley — Joe  L.  Mc¬ 
Clain 

Quitman — Robert  I.  Galatas 
Ringgold — Roy  Grant 
Ruston:  Grace — Henry  C.  Blount 
Trinity — Virgil  D.  Morris 
Associate — E.  E.  Morgan,  Jr. 

Shongaloo — W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

Sibley— Robert  Shirley 
Simsboro — Paul  Cassels 
Springhill — W.  Ralph  Cain 
Summerfield — William  P.  Fraser 
Wesley  Chapel — Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 
Wilhite — R.  H.  Hearn 
Conference  Treasurer — J.  E.  Hearn 
Supt.,  Methodist  Children's  Home — C.  B. 
White 

Supt.,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Emeri¬ 
tus — R.  W.  Vaughn 

Director  of  Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana 
Tech. — William  Stokes,  Jr. 

Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist — Henry  C. 
Blount,  Jr. 

Director  of  Camping — Rupert  D.  Coles 
Director  of  Stewardship — Robert  L.  Peyton 
Missionary  Secretary— Jerry  A.  Means 
Secretary  Evangelism — W.  Ralph  Cain 
Secretary  Temperance — W.  C.  Barham 
Student,  Duke  School  of  Theology — Davis 
L.  Bilberry 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Rich¬ 
ard  Meek 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Paul 
Guy  Durbin 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Byrd 
L.  Terry 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Wil¬ 
liam  P.  McLean 

Conference  Director  of  Stewardship — Karl 
B.  Tooke 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Jolly  B.  Harper 
Barksdale — Harold  McClung 
Belcher-Gilliam — J ames  L.  Beasley 
Benton — L.  A.  Carrington 
Bethany — Kenneth  Norton 
Blanchard — Lawrence  Gilbert 
Bossier  City,  First — Jack  Midyett 
Curtis  Park — Floyd  Durham 
Coushatta — Fred  W.  Schwendimann 
Ellerbe  Road — Webb  D.  Pomeroy 
Grand  Cane-Bethel — Leon  C.  Scott 
Greenwood — R.  L.  Clayton 
Hall  Summit — John  F.  Kellogg 
Hall  Summit  Associate — Floyd  McCarty 
Hall  Summit  Associate — Joe  Clouse 
Haughton — Joe  Robinson 
Ida-Hosston — John  Gieck 
Keatchie — R.  Leonard  Cooke 
KeithviUe-Stonewall — Frank  Langford 
Logansport — James  B.  Grambling 
Longstreet — Porter  Caraway 
Many — J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr. 

Mansfield — Douglas  McGuire 
Mooringsport — Troy  Garrett 
Oil  City— Price  Allen 
Pelican — E.  L.  McKay 
Plain  Dealing — A.  T.  Law 
Pleasant  Hill — Bob  L.  Lawton 
Rodessa — Robert  White 
Shiloh— J.  W.  Padgett 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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LA.  CONF.  HOLDS 
114TH  SESSION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
mornings.  Bishop  Martin  led  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  at  the  beginning  of 
the  morning  business  sessions  at 
8:30  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday  mornings. 

Other  Conference  Highlights 
Other  high  points  of  interest  in 
the  conference  session  included  the 
presentation  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Cady  and  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cady  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  missionaries  to  Brazil,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Youngblood  will  leave  on 
June  12  for  Hawaii  as  a  missionary. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Chappel  of  Texarkana 
was  the  featured  speaker  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Laymen’s  Banquet.  Dr.  Chap- 
pel,  pathologist,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  will  leave  shortly  for  India 
where  he  will  devote  two  years  as 
a  medical  missionary. 

Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  wife  of  Bish¬ 
op  Martin  was  honored  with  a  tea 
on  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Ed  E.  Hurley. 

Taylor  Coffery  of  New  Orleans, 
member  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  was  named  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  laymen  of  the 
year,  an  annual  award  sponsored 
by  the  Conference  Board  of  Lay 
Activities.  The  presentation  was 
made  at  the  Thursday  morning  con¬ 
ference  session  by  Howard  Daugh- 


GROUND  BROKEN 
FOR  R.  E.  SMITH 
BUILDING 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
by  the  beauty  of  his  spirit,  the 
greatness  of  his  life  and  by  that 
wonderful  sense  of  humor.” 
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Shreveport : 

Broadmoor — James  T.  Harris 
Broadmoor,  Director  ol  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion — Lars  L.  Broadus 
Caddo  Heights — George  W.  Ross 
Cedar  Grove — W.  D.  Milton 
First — D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

First,  Associate — Barry  Bailey 
Mangum  Memorial — Ira  W.  Flowers 
Mangum  Memorial  Associate  —  Warren 
Blakeman 

Momingside — E.  P.  Drake 
Noel  Memorial — B.  C.  Taylor 
Noel  Memorial  Associate— Fred  Shirley 
North  Highlands — Beverly  E.  Bond 
Park  Avenue — George  W.  Dameron 
St.  Luke — Tracy  Arnold 
Summer  Grove — T.  M.  Lancaster 
Trinity— W.  V.  Sirman 
Wesley — John  Lee 
Wynn  Memorial — W.  R.  Wendt 
Vivian — A.  M.  Brown 
Zwolle— W.  T.  Hall 

Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Education — 
Bentley  Sloane 

Vice  President,  Centenary  College  —  R. 
Leonard  Cooke 

Professor  of  Bible,  Centenary  College — 
Webb  D.  Pomeroy 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Navy— Roland  Faulk 
Professor,  Southern  Methodist  University— 
Douglas  Jackson 

Chaplain,  Confederate  Memorial  Hospital— 
P.  M.  Caraway 

Chaplain,  The  Pines  Sanitorium  —  F.  M. 
Freeman 

Chaplain,  The  Veteran’s  Hospital — L.  A. 
Carrington 

Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist  —  Floyd 
Durham 

Director  of  Camping — Lawrence  Gilbert 
Director  of  La.  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation — 
A.  T.  Law 

Director  of  Stewardship — Ira  W.  Flowers 
Missionary  Secretary— Tracy  Arnold 
Conference  Missionary  Secretary — Douglas 
E.  McGuire 

Secretary  of  Evangelism— W.  V.  Sirman 
Secretary  of  Temperance — A.  T.  Law 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Larry 
Robinson 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Wil¬ 
liam  Eubanks 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Joe 
Murphy 

Student,  Yale  University — George  Duerson 
Director  of  Adult  Work — Beverly  E.  Bond 
Director  of  Youth  Work — Warren  Blake¬ 
man 

Director  of  Children’s  Work — Mrs.  C.  A. 
Coles 

Director  of  Leadership  Training  —  Barry 
Bailey 

Missionary  to  Brazil— M.  C.  Cady 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
Jiimes  McCullough 

Missionary  to  Hawaii — Ben  F.  Youngblood 


JUNE  4,  1959 


enbaugh,  district  lay  leader  of  the 
New  Orleans  District. 

The  following  persons  were  certi¬ 
fied  as  Directors  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  in  an  appropriate  service: 
Rev.  Lors  L.  Broadus  of  Shreveport; 
Mrs.  Linda  Hensley  Fields  of  New 
Orleans;  Mrs.  Pat  Rickey  Jones  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  Ministers  of  Music 
certified  included  Franklin  H.  Poole 
of  New  Orleans,  Miss  Dorthey  Lee 
Roack  of  Wisner,  and  James  P. 
Lamberson  of  Shreveport. 

The  conference  was  welcomed  to 
the  Centenary  College  campus  by 
Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  president. 

Another  high  point  of  interest 
was  the  breaking  of  ground  at  noon 
Thursday  for  the  R.  E.  Smith  Re¬ 
ligious  Activities  Building.  Words 
of  appreciation  for  Dean  Smith, 
long  time  Centenary  dean  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Bible,  were  spoken  by 
Bishop  Martin  and  Dr.  Mickle.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  participated  in  the 
groundbreaking  services. 

Actions  Taken 

Important  actions  taken  by  the 
conference  included: 

Setting  of  70  per  cent  of  church 
membership  as  goal  for  church 
school  membership. 

Voting  to  hold  Spiritual  Life  Con¬ 
ference  at  Camp  Brewer  October 
20-22.  The  Evangelism  emphasis 
during  the  new  conference  year  will 
be  on  evangelism  motivation. 

Voting  to  accept,  maintain  and 
operate  a  106  bed  hospital  now  un¬ 
der  construction  at  West  Monroe. 

Naming  Rev.  Allen  O.  Jernigan 
as  state  director  of  student  work  to 
succeed  Mrs.  Lillian  Hay  Atchley. 
Miss  Sheila  Nuttall  was  named  as 
director  of  children’s  work  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Mrs.  E.  Lee  McKay. 

Re-electing  Rev.  John  Sewell  of 
Baker  as  executive  secretary  of 
Town  and  Country  Work. 

Voting  to  conduct  a  series  of  la¬ 
bor-management  seminars  during 
conference  year. 

Setting  dates  for  series  of  semi¬ 
nars  the  week  of  October  26  on  al¬ 
cohol  education. 

Memoralizing  General  Conference 
to  authorize  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  to  institute  a  hospitalization 
insurance  program  for  ministers 
and  dependents.  Other  memorials 
to  General  Conference  included  one 
to  retain  the  Jurisdictional  system 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  one 
which  would  enable  the  South  Cen- 
elect  an  additional  Bishop  above 
present  allowable  number. 

Voting  to  set  annuity  rate  for  re¬ 
tired  members  of  the  conference 
at  $57  a  service  year,  an  increase 
of  $3,  and  increasing  from  $27  to 
$40  a  service  year  the  annuity  rate 
for  retired  accepted  supply  pastors. 

Deciding  to  continue,  until  June 
of  1961,  a  study  of  the  decimal 
system  of  apportionments  of  con- 
nectional  funds  now  based  on  a 
percentage  of  pastor’s  salaries. 
Churches  until  June,  1961,  may 
continue  to ,  elect  to  pay  these  ap¬ 
portionments  either  on  proposed 
decimal  system  or  percentage  sys¬ 
tem. 

Voting  to  set  up  loan  fund  of 
$5,000  for  use  by  small  churches, 
such  loans  to  be  interest  free  for 
the  first  three  years;  after  that 
period  the  interest  rate  will  be  6%. 

Voting  to  prepare  all  reports  to 
annual  conference  session  at  least 
60  days  before  the  annual  session 
of  conference,  these  reports  to  be 
memeographed  and  bound  by  con¬ 
ference  secretary  and  distributed  to 
ministers  and  lay  members  of  con¬ 
ference  at  least  30  days  before 


opening  session  of  conference. 

Voting,  after  a  spirited  debate, 
to  request  the  Seashore  Assembly 
in  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  to  pay  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  one-third  of 
the  proceeds  of  a  recent  real  estate 
transaction,  the  first  $20,000  of  this 
money  to  be  invested  in  Camp  Is- 
trouma,  district  camp  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts, 
and  the  balance  to  be  applied  on 
repairs  to  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Building  in  New  Orleans.. 

Requesting  Centenary  College  to 
offer  majors  in  Christian  education, 
church  music  and  church  secretar¬ 
ial  work. 

Commending  highly  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin  and  requesting  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  to 
return  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  to 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  or  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference  should  it 
become  a  separate  Episcopal  Area. 

Accepting  the  invitation  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  to  hold  its  1960  ses¬ 
sion  on  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus. 

Progress  Reported 

Special  items  of  program  prog¬ 
ress  noted  during  the  conference 
session  included: 

Raising  from  30c  to  an  average  of 
70c  per  member  in  giving  during 
the  past  year  by  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  tto  Centenary  College. 

Continuing  success  of  the  1000 
Club,  church  extension  program  of 
the  conference.  It  was  reported  that 
since  program  initiated  six  years 
ago,  18  new  churches  have  been 
helped  and  a  total  of  $282,000  has 
been  raised. 

Raising  from  $3,300,000  to  more 
than  $6,000,000  the  amount  of 
pledges  in  local  church  budgets,  as 
reported  by  the  Stewardship  Cul¬ 
tivation  program. 

Holding  of  annual  speech-essay 
contest  by  conference  Board  of 
Temperance,  with  winner  an¬ 
nounced  as  Dar  Lynn  Bilbert  of 
West  Monroe.  Next  year’s  contest 
topic  will  be  "Alcohol  and  Traffic 
Safety.” 

Service  of  Commemoration 

The  annual  service  of  commemo¬ 
ration  for  ministers  and  their  wives 
or  widows  who  died  during  the  past 
year  was  held  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Jerome 
Cain  of  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane  of  Shreveport  was  the  com¬ 
memoration  speaker. 

Those  commemorated  included: 
Rev.  P.  H.  Fountain  of  Jackson, 
Miss.;  Rev.  N.  E.  Joyner  of  Minden; 
Rev.  S.  J.  McLean  of  Baton  Rouge; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Price  of  Shreveport; 
Rev.  W.  F.  Ragsdale  of  Bonite; 
Rev.  R.  S.  Walton  of  Hammond; 
Rev.  S.  S.  Bogan  of  Shreveport; 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Crooks  of  Crowley;  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Gray  of  Port  Arthur,  Texas; 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Hines  of  Grand  Bay,  Ala.; 
Mrs.  Kate  Holloday  of  Ida;  Mrs.  R. 
W.  Tucker  of  Ruston;  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Rickey  of  Crowley,  and  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Vaughan  of  Ruston. 

Connedional  Interests 

The  following  persons  represented 
the  church:  Dr.  Charles  L.  Calkins 
of  Chicago,  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions;  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  General  Board  of  Missions; 
Dr.  Douglas  Jackson  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity;  Dr.  C.  B.  White  of  Ruston, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Dr.  L. 
D.  Haughton  of  New  Orleans, 
Methodist  Home  Hospital;  Rev. 
Karl  Tooke  of  Arcadia,  Conference 
Director  of  Stewardship;  Dr.  Bent¬ 
ley  Sloane  of  Shreveport,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  Conference  Board 
of  Education;  Rev.  James  B. 


Grambling  of  Logansport,  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  program;  Rev.  E. 
G.  Kaetzell  of  Fayetteville,  Western 
Methodist  Assembly;  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle  of  Shreveport,  Centenary 
College;  Miss  Jo  Ann  Newby  of 
Little  Rock,  Methodist  Information; 
and  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  editor 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

Changes  In  Ministerial  Status 

The  following  changes  in  min¬ 
isterial  relations  were  effected  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  sessions: 

Retired:  Rev.  J.  J.  Davis,  Monroe, 
and  Rev.  George  A.  LaGrange  of 
of  service,  respectively. 

Discontinued:  Franklin  H.  Poole. 

Located  at  Own  Request:  Howard 
Hudson. 

Returned  to  Active  Relations:  F. 

L.  Hearne. 

Received  On  Trial:  Kenneth 
Wayne  Paul,  Charles  Edward  Scott, 
Edwin  E.  Sylvest,  Jr.,  Calvin 
Lapuyade,  Paul  Curtis  Carroll, 
Ronald  Devillier,  Vernon  Fairley, 
Oscar  Cloyd,  J.  C.  Wallace,  LeRoy 
James  Summerfield,  Paul  Guy 
Durbin,  William  Douglas  McLean, 
Byrd  Lee  Terry,  James  Pearse  Mc¬ 
Cullough,  Jr.,  Larry  Doyle  Robert¬ 
son,  Ronald  B.  Crosby,  John  David 
Corley  and  Hughey  P.  McFarland. 

Admitted  Into  Full  Connection: 
James  Oliver  Evans,  Louis  Ray 
Branton,  Charles  Elbert  Munden, 
III,  Lonnie  Melvin  Sibley,  William 
Charles  Blakely,  Robert  Lowell 
Tatum,  Henry  Warren  Blakeman, 
Jr.,  James  Walter  Donaldson,  Troy 
Garrett,  and  James  Leland  Adams. 

Ordained  Deacon:  Henry  W.  Con¬ 
nor,  Jr.,  Oscar  Cloyd,  Robert  L. 
Clayton,  Jr.,  Calvin  Oliver  Lapuy¬ 
ade,  Terral  Terpin  Lowe,  Wesley 
Odis  Lynch,  Kenneth  Wayne  Paul, 
Larry  Doyle  Robertson,  Edwin  Ed¬ 
ward  Sylvest,  Charles  Edward 
Scott,  Jefferson  C.  Wallace,  William 
Martin  Fennin  (local),  James  Emory 
Constable  (local),  and  Roland  By¬ 
ron  Crosby  (local). 

Ordained  Elder:  James  Leland 
Adams,  Louis  Ray  Brantoh,  William 
Charles  Blakely,  James  W.  Donald¬ 
son,  James  Oliver  Evans,  Charles 
Elbert  Munden  III,  Lonnie  Melvin 
Sibley,  Robert  Lowell  Tatum,  Don 
Tohline,  Troy  Garrett,  Henry  War¬ 
ren  Blekely,  Etienne  Brouillette 
(local),  John  Sayes  (local),  Cecil 
Cade  Mims  (local)  and  Fred  W. 
Campbell  (local). 

Transfers 

Leon  C.  Scott,  an  elder,  from 
North  Miss.  Conference;  George 
Duerson,  a  deacon,  from  the  New 
York  East  Conference;  Lonnie  M. 
Sibley  was  transferred  to  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference. 

Statistics 

Rev.  J.  E.  Hearne,  Ruston,  con¬ 
ference  Treasurer  and  Statistician, 
reported  the  following  items  of  in¬ 
terest,  reflecting  the  year’s  program 
in  Louisiana  conference  churches; 

Total  full  memebership,  120,007, 
a  gain  of  2,438. 

Received  4,028  persons  on  profes- 
sin  of  faith. 

1,854  baptisms  reported. 

Preparatory  Membership  now  list¬ 
ed  as  13,082. 

Church  school  membership  at 
record  high,  91,935,  a  gain  of  1,991. 
Average  attendance  in  church  ac¬ 
tivities  reported  as  31,911. 

339  Woman  Societies  with  mem¬ 
bership  including  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  of  15,609. 

154  chartered  Methodist  Men’s 
groups,  with  membership  of  5,757. 

Total  valuation  of  Methodist 
property  in  Louisiana  now  approxi¬ 
mately  $40,000,000  with  an  indebt¬ 
edness  of  approximately  $4,500,000. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


A  Hawaiian  Luau  honoring  members  of  the  Senior  Class  was  presented 
by  the  members  of  the  Junior  Class  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  Monday,  May  18th. 

The  Hall  was  decorated  throughout  with  palms,  flowers  and  foliage. 
The  tables  were  covered  with  leaves  and  centered  with  fruit  and  coconuts. 
A  Hawaiian  meal  was  served  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  A.  B.  Rigsby  assisted 
by  Mr.  Rigsby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Gates,  M.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Simmons,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mac  Givens,  Mrs.  Thelma  Griffin,  Mrs.  Carl  McKay,  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Crichlow,  and  Mrs.  Elette  Cooper. 

Master  of  Ceremonies  was  Bobby  Givens.  Gardner  Adams  gave  the 
meaning  of  the  Lei  and  presented  one  to  each  person  present.  The  Mahalo 
(Invocation)  was  offered  by  Joyclyn  Griffin. 

The  Aloha  Nui  (Welcome)  was  given  by  Janice  Justice,  a  Junior.  The 
Mahalo  Aikane  (Response)  came  from  Pani  Goldsby,  a  member  of  the 
Senior  Class.  Patricia  Adams,  Diane  Cooper  and  Jean  Talley  formed  a 
Hawaiian  trio. 

During  the  Mele  " Some  Enchanted  Evening"  was  sung  by  the  group 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Weeks. 

"The  Hawaiian  Wedding  Song"  was  sung  by  Rob  Crichlow  with  Ukelele 
accompaniment. 

Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  spoke  to  the  group  using  "Kakua,"  meaning 
Helpfulness,  as  his  theme. 

Mrs.  Gardner  Adams,  president  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  presented  a  Bible  fo  each  Senior. 


Temperance 
Essay  Winners 

Monti  cello 

Mildred  Chastain,  16  year  old 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Chastain,  of  McGehee  was  selected 
as  first  place  winner  in  the  Monti- 
cello  District  in  the  temperance  es¬ 
say  contest  sponsored  by  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Relations.  The  contest  was  held  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Mon- 
ticello,  April  25. 

For  her  essay  entitled,  “Your 
Drinking  Is  My  Concern”,  Miss 
Chastain  received  a  check  for  $25 
and  a  trip  to  Hot  Springs  for  the 
sessions  of  Annual  Conference, 
where  she  will  compete  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  finals  June  1.  She  repre¬ 
sented  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  McGehee. 

Judy  Tillery  of  Parkdale  placed 
second,  and  Anna  Carolyn  Clayton 
of  Little  Rock,  who  was  living  in 
McGehee  at  the  time  of  the  contest, 
placed  third. 


Pine  Bluff 

Miss  Linda  Dedman,  a  member  of 
the  1959  Rison  High  School  gradu¬ 
ating  class,  won  the  temperance 
contest  for  the  Pine  Bluff  district. 
The  contest  was  held  Thursday, 
May  15  at  Carr  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  Pine  Bluff.  Jerry  Atch- 
ley,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Atchley  of  Stuttgart  was  second 
place  winner. 


Miss  Dedman,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Dedman,  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  senior  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  during  the 
past  year. 


Arkadelphia 

Katybeth  Breitenberg  of  Hot 
Springs  was  selected  as  first  place 
winner  in  the  Arkadelphia  District 
in  the  temperance  essay  contest 
sponsored  by  the  conference  Board 
of  Christian  Social  Relations.  “Your 
Drinking  Is  My  Concern”  was  the 
title  of  the  essay. 

Miss  Breitenberg  received  a  cash 
away,  and  she  will  compete  in  the 
Conference  finals.  She  is  a  member 
of  Fountain  Lake  Methodist  Church, 
Hot  Springs. 

Placing  second  in  the  District 
Contest  was  Miss  Joanna  Kuklinski, 
also,  of  Fountain  Lake  Methodist 
Church,  Hot  Springs. 


Hope 

Mary  Jane  Richman,  15  year  old 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  R. 
Richman,  Route  1,  Foreman,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  was  named  winner  of  the 
Hope  District  Temperance  Essay 
Contest,  “Your  Drinking  Is  My  Con¬ 
cern.”  Alice  Ann  Henderson,  Ash¬ 
down,  Arkansas,  was  second  place 
winner  in  the  contest. 

Some  of  Miss  Richman’s  activities 
are  chairman  of  Citizenship  in  local 
M.Y.F.;  helps  train  Junior  choir; 
sings  in  adult  choir;  chosen  out¬ 
standing  4-H  girl  in  the  county  in 
1958;  and  many  other  activities. 


REV.  CLINT  BURLESON 


MISS  BETTY  BUERKI 


Little  Rock  Conference  Lab-School  To 
Be  at  Camp  Tanako,  June  22-26 


Mrs.  John  L.  Tucker,  director  of  Children’s  Work,  staff  member  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of  Education,  will  direct  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  Lab-School  for  Leaders  and  Children  at  Camp  Tanako,  June 
22-26.  The  theme  will  be  “God  In  His  World.” 

The  purposes  for  the  laboratory  experience  are  to  help  teachers  grow 
in  their  own  personal  religious  lives  and  understanding  of  the  boys  and 
girls  they  teach;  knowledge  of,  and  ability  to  use  good  teaching  resources 
and  skill  in  using  good  methods  of  teaching,  Mrs.  Tucker  said. 

She  said  since  persons  of  all  ages  learn  through  doing,  the  laboratory 
method  of  learning  to  teach  is  one  of  the  outstanding  types  of  leadership 
development. 

This  method  is  unique  in  that:  two  groups  are  always  involved,  student 
teachers,  and  children  or  youth.  The  instructor  has  two  groups  of  sessions 
to  plan  for,  those  for  the  boys  and  girls,  and  those  for  the  student  teachers. 
The  instructor  is  teaching  both  at  same  time.  The  instructor  is  guiding 
boys  and  girls  in  Christian  growth  through  the  use  of  some  particular  unit 
of  study,  and  guiding  student  teachers  as  they  learn  how  to  teach. 

The  student  teacher  is  actually  experiencing  good  teaching  (and  a 
variety  of  teaching  methods)  in  the  sessions  with  the  boys  and  girls  and 
also  in  the  sessions  with  adult.  Good  teaching  includes  planning,  study, 
working  with  boy  and  girls,  proper  use  of  resources,  most  effective  use  of 
equipment,  facilities,  and  evaluation.  In  other  words,  Mrs.  Tucker  con¬ 
tinued,  the  student  teacher  has  an  opportunity  at  Camp  Tanako,  June  22- 
26,  at  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Lab-School  for  Leaders  and  Children,  to 
-  learn  to  teach  by  teaching  and  ob- 


Counseling  for  Church 
Vocations  Is  Revised 

Pastors,  teachers  and  other  work¬ 
ers  with  youth,  parents,  members 
of  commissions  and  committees  on 
Christian  vocations,  and  truly  con¬ 
cerned  older  friends  of  youth  will 


serving. 

Courses  and  instructors  are  as 
follows:  Nursery,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mon¬ 
day,  Little  Rock;  Kindergarten,  Mrs. 
Virginia  Lindley,  Jonesboro;  Pri¬ 
mary,  Mrs.  Lloyd  C.  Beall,  Tyler, 
Texas;  Junior,  Miss  Betty  Buerki, 
Wichita,  Kansas;  Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation,  Mrs.  John  Hefley,  Crossett. 


be  interested  in  the  revised  edition 
of  Counseling  for  Church  Vocations 
(3200-BC).  The  manual  also  pro¬ 
vides  much  information  about 
church  vocations  that  can  be  used 
by  professional  counselors. 

First  published  in  1951,  the  man¬ 
ual  was  reprinted  in  1953.  This  is 
its  first  revision.  Changes  have  been 
made  to  bring  up  to  date  the  sec¬ 
tions  that  were  no  longer  current. 
The  price  is  35  cents  per  copy. 

Every  phase  of  concern  in  coun¬ 
seling  for  church  vocations  is  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  six  chapters.  The  last, 
“Steps  Into  Church  Vocations,” 
guides  counselors  in  helping  to  plan 
the  education  and  to  nurture  the 
devotional  life  of  the  young  person 
after  his  decision  to  enter  a  church 
vocation  has  been  made. 


Playground  Supervis  ors, 
Mrs.  Robert  Riggin,  Bauxite,  for 
pre-school  age  and  Miss  Rayanne 
Heien,  Stuttgart,  school-age. 

Laboratory  school  presonnel  are 
as  follows:  Executive  Director,  Dr. 
Roy  E.  Fawcett,  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary,  Board  of  Education,  Little 
Rock;  Business  Managers,  Mrs.  John 
B.  Hefley  and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Garrett, 
Crossett;  Mrs.  R.  O.  Beck,  Monti- 
cello,  Nurse;  Librarian,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
McLeon,  Smackover;  Vesper  Speak¬ 
er,  Rev.  Clint  Burleson,  Pine  Bluff, 
pastor  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church;  Vesper  Leaders,  Mrs.  Gene 
Swepston,  Little  Rock;  Miss  Evelyn 
Briant,  Hope;  Mrs.  Bill  Hargrove, 
Stuttgart;  and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Snuggs, 
Jr.,  Pine  Bluff. 

Mrs.  Tucker  said  this  will  be  the 


Counseling  for  Church  Vocations 
was  edited  by  Rev.  Harold  W. 
Ewing.  It  is  a  publication  of  the 
Interboard  Committee  on  Christian 
Vocations  and  can  be  ordered  from 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
serving  your  territory. 


fourth  year  to  hold  a  lab-school  for 
leaders  and  children,  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference,  and  she  expects 
this  to  be  the  biggest  year  the  Meth¬ 
odist  teachers  in  the  conference  have 
seen. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  New 
Iberia  recently  honored  the  Methodist  High  School  Sen¬ 
iors  at  its  annual  Banquet.  The  Fellowship  Hall  was 
gaily  decorated  in  blue  and  gold,  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  colors.  The  banquet  tables  were  laid  with 
white  cloths  and  gold  crape  paper  down  the  center. 
Arrangements  of  gold  calendula  and  blue  iris  were 
used  on  each  table,  with  the  more  elaborate  arrange¬ 
ment  on  the  speakers  table.  A  small  world  globe  was 
placed  on  the  tables,  helping  to  carry  out  the  theme  of 
the  evening,  "Light  of  the  World.”  The  programs  were 
blue  folders  with  a  white  candle  and  a  gold  cross  deco¬ 
rating  the  covers.  At  each  Senior’s  place  was  a  mini¬ 
ature  gold  candle  holder  with  a  white  candle,  also  a 
gift  wrapped  in  blue.  To  portray  the  theme  “Light  of 
the  World”  a  most  attractive  worship  center  was  placed 
at  center  front  of  the  hall.  It  included  a  large  white 
candle,  a  white  cross,  a  floral  arrangement  and  a  world 
globe.  The  Senior  girls  were  presented  with  blue  and 
gold  corsages  and  the  boys  with  boutonaires  as  they 
arrived. 

Mrs.  D.  E.  Phillips,  Student  Secretary,  was  master 
of  ceremonies.  The  invocation  was  given  by  Rev.  Jack 
Cooke.  Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  president  of  the  WSCS  wel¬ 
comed  the  Seniors  and  Betty  Robinson  gave  the  re¬ 
sponse. 


C.  G.  Fuller  sang,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Fuller. 

Following  the  delicious  meal,  prepared  and  served 
by  members  of  the  WSCS,  Seniors  introduced  their  par¬ 
ents,  after  which  a  surprise  was  presented  by  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Groves,  Senior  MYF  counselor.  The  Senior  rendering 
the  most  outstanding  services  to  the  MYF  was  given  an 
honorary  membership  pin.  The  recipient  of  this  award 
was  Miss  Patsy  West. 

Mrs.  Phillips  then  introduced  the  guest  speaker, 
Rev.  Allen  Jernigan,  who  gave  a  most  interesting  and 
inspiring  talk  stressing  Christian  vocations.  Rev.  Jerni¬ 
gan  has  served  as  a  missionary  to  Malaya  and  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at  S.L.I. 

The  program  was  closed  with  a  candlelight  service 
led  by  Mrs.  Phillips.  Each  Senior  lighted  his  candle 
from  the  large  one  on  the  worship  center,  then  all  joined 
in  the  MYF  benediction. 

There  are  16  Methodist  Seniors  and  we  are  quite 
proud  to  have  the  Validictorian,  Patsy  West  and  the 
Salutatorian,  Betty  Robinson  in  our  group.  The  others 
are  Virginia  Adcock,  Nancy  Pontremali,  Connie  Black- 
stock,  Helen  Legnon,  Ronnie  Avant,  Henry  Bernard, 
Chris  Dack,  Jerry  Fowler,  Baron  Gray,  James  Hale, 
John  Ramey,  Richard  Wattigny,  Karen  Butler  and  Gail 
Blevins. 


WSCS  FINANCIAL  REPORT 
NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 
4th  QUARTER— 1958-59 


MRS.  WILLIAM  HALL,  TREASURER 
Bank  Balance  May  31,  1958  $14540.46 

RECEIPTS: 

W.S.C.S . $46462.10 

W.S.G .  13481.09 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  6600.00 

W.S.G .  1660.00 

Result  Study: 

W.S.C.S .  672.74 

W.S.G .  56.88 

Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  302.30 

W.S.G .  50.00 

World  Bank: 

W.S.C.S .  1498.68 

W.S.G .  179.13 

Supplies — Foreign : 

W.S.C.S .  2933.27 

W.S.G .  673.82 

Supplies — Home : 

W.S.C.S .  7431.33 

W.S.G .  1361.28 

Pins : 

W.S.C.S .  22.50 

W.S.G .  6.95 

Narcotic  Education: 

W.S.C.S .  957.37 

W.S.G .  203.05 

Week  Prayer: 

W.S.C.S .  4050.37 

W.S.G .  1040  40 

Exchange : 

W.S.C.S .  8.50 

Supplementary : 

W.S.C.S .  205.00 

Total  Receipts : 

W.S.C.S .  71144.16 

W.S.G .  18712.60 

Total  received  from  District 
Treasurers  . $89856.76 


OTHER  RECEIPTS: 


M.Y.F .  $1967.20 

Children  .  58.38 

Refunds  .  1460.61 

Pins  .  9.00 

Offerings  .  745.40 

Candle  Burning  196.50 


4437.09 


Total  other  receipts  . $  4437.09 

Total  to  be  accounted  for  $108834.31 

DISBURSEMENTS: 


Disbursements  to  Division: 


Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $37573.03 

W.S.G .  12072.91 

Memberships: 

W.S.C.S .  6835.00 

W.S.G .  1645.00 

Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  282.30 

W.S.G .  50.00 

World  Bank: 

W.S.C.S .  1410.43 

W.S.G .  179.13 

Candle  Burning : 

W.S.C.S .  192.00 

M.Y.F. : 

W.S.C.S .  1967.20 

Children : 

W.S.C.S .  58  38 


Total  Disbursements  to  Division : 


W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Total  on  Appropriation 

Supply — Foreign  . 

Supply — Home  . 

Treasurers  Bonds 

Week  Prayer  . 

$48318.34 

$13947.04 

.  $3607.09 

.  8792.61 

.  77.76 

.  5090.77 

.  26.75 

Cultivation  . 

Supplementary  . 

34.62 

.  205.00 

$17834.60 

$62265.38 


$17834.60 

Total  to  Division  . $80099.98 

Other  Disbursements: 

Cooperative: 

Booneville — Salary  . $  400.00 

S.S.  Fund  .  100.00 

Car  Expense  .  541.64 

Narcotic  Education  .  1000.00 

Dora  Hoover  Scholarship  350.00 
Administrative: 

Cultivation — District  . $3551.84 

Conference  .  3008.50 

Jurisdiction  .  692.50 

Miscellaneous,  Minutes 
Audit,  Printing  .  1631.30 


$11275.78 

Total  other  Disbursements . $  11275.78 

Total  Disbursements  .  91375.76 

Balance  in  the  Bank .  17458.55 

Total  Amount  Accounted  For  108834.31 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
HONORARY  LIFE— Mrs.  Jessie  Gil- 
strap,  North  Arkansas  Conference;  Mrs. 
Vida  Fry,  North  Arkansas  Conference 
(WSG). 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Mary  Marshall,  Miss  Mattie  Weaks,  Bates- 
ville  Central  Ave.;  Mrs.  Lloyd  M.  Conyers, 
Batesville  First;  Mrs.  Christine  Klinge, 
Bull  Shoals;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stone,  Calico 
Rock;  Mrs.  Robin  Stamps,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Reed,  Newport  First;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brewer, 
Mrs.  Vernon  Bagle,  Newport  First  (WSG); 
Mrs.  August  Meyer,  Newport  Umsted; 
Mrs.  Roy  Williamson,  Tuckerman  (WSG); 
Mrs.  Ernest  Cravens,  Weldon;  Mrs.  Myr¬ 
tle  Melton,  Yellville.  Youth:  Amelia  Wil¬ 
liams,  Newport  First.  Baby:  Debra  Ellis, 
Batesville  First  (WSG);  Donald  Lloyd 
Ives,  Ralph  Jefferson  Porter,  Frederick 
Monk,  Batesville  Central;  Nancy  Jo  Grif¬ 
fin,  Bull  Shoals;  Cynthia  Ann  Little,  Eve¬ 
ning  Shade;  Jamie  Lynn  Lieb,  Robert  B. 
Howerton,  Mountain  Home;  Reuben  Harp¬ 
er  Stone,  Newport  First;  Mary  Grace 
Denton,  Mary  Forrest  Penix,  Tuckerman; 
John  Richard  Derickson,  Yellville. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

On  April  13  during  the  meeting 
of  the  Newton  Chapel  Woman’s 
Society,  a  Life  Membership  pin  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  J.  S.  Smart,  the 
first  president  of  the  society  when 
it  was  organized  fifteen  years  ago. 
A  brief  ceremony  was  led  by  Mrs. 
Mataz  Bickham,  and  the  pin  was 
pinned  on  Mrs.  Smart  by  Mrs.  S. 
M.  Newton,  her  daughter,  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  society.  A  prayer  closed 
the  ceremony. 

Mrs.  Smart  is  also  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Society. 

Newton  Chapel  meets  once  each 
month  in  the  church,  which  is  one 
of  the  four  churches  on  Tillar 
Charge,  Monticello  District.  Rev. 
Irl  Lancaster  is  pastor  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Douglas  is  the  incoming 
president. 


Officers  of  the  Asbury  Woman’s 
Society,  Lafayette,  who  were  in¬ 
stalled  Sunday,  April  26  at  the 
morning  service  were:  Mrs.  Mack 
R.  Duhe,  president;  Mrs.  R.  L.  Blan¬ 
ton,  vice-president;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Nich¬ 
olson,  recording  secretary;  and  Mrs. 
Bryan  W.  Yates,  treasurer. 

A  Life  Membership  was  given  to 
Mrs.  Byrl  Moreland,  and  a  Youth 
Membership  to  Miss  Jackie  Duncan. 


CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  Dave 
Peak,  Atkins;  Mrs.  Joel  Cooper,  Mrs.  C. 
M  Reves,  Conway  First;  Lutle  Steven¬ 
son  Smith,  Conway  First  (WSG);  Mary 
Bottomley,  Levy;  Lorene  Bryant,  Mary 
Brvant,  Levy  (WSG);  Mrs.  Juanita  Chum- 
ney  North  Little  Rock  First  (WSG);  Mrs. 
Perry  McNeill,  Mrs.  Randall  Steward, 
North  Little  Rock  First;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Hammond,  Mrs.  Travis  Williams,  North 
Little  Rock  Gardner;  Mrs.  Lee  C  r  o  w. 
Rose  City;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Williams,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Smallwood,  Russell¬ 
ville  First.  Youth:  Tony  Anderson,  Guinn 
Meyer,  RusseUville  First.  Baby:  Laura 
Layne  Beal,  Conway  Wesley:  Marcia  Lynn 
Gibson,  Lakewood;  Julia  Margaret  Wil¬ 
liams,  North  Little  Rock  Gardner;  Ronda 
Kay  Johnson,  North  Little  Rock  Sylvan 
Hills;  Robert  Maxwell  Hines,  Russellville. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Honorary 
Life:  Mrs.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  Fayetteville 
District.  Memorial:  Wilma  Jean  Patton, 
Berryville  (WSG);  Mrs.  Vera  Crain,  Har¬ 
mon.  Adult:  Mary  Chaffin,  Fayetteville 
District;  Mrs.  Dora  Settle,  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Atkinson,  Bentonville;  Mrs.  Eagle  Thomas. 
Eureka  Springs;  Frances  Parker,  Fayette¬ 
ville  (WSG);  Mrs.  Decima  Scott,  Mrs. 
Marie  E.  Evans,  Fayetteville  Central 
(WSG);  Mrs.  B.  D.  Willette,  Mrs.  Charles 
Dodd,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Baxter,  Mrs.  Haskell 
Utley,  Mrs.  Arnold  Christie,  Mrs.  Henry 
M  Alexander,  Fayetteville  Central;  Mrs. 
Ruby  Anderson,  Fayetteville  Wiggins; 
Mrs.  Clarence  Ratliff,  Gentry;  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet  Pearson,  Gravette  (WSG);  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Harvison,  Lincoln  (WSG);  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Russell,  Oakley  Chapel;  Mrs.  E.  R.  God¬ 
frey  Callie  Koone,  Rissie  Huenefeld, 
Blanch  Drybread,  Rogers;  Mrs.  Maggie 
Lawless,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Jamison,  Siloam 
Springs;  Mrs.  Amanda  Stratton,  Mrs. 
Virgil  Feemester,  Siloam  Springs  (WSG); 
Mrs  Leo  Schneider,  Springdale;  Mrs.  Hill¬ 
man  Byrum,  Sulphur  Springs.  Junior: 
Sara  Kay  Smith,  Bentonville;  Christa 
Jean  Godfrey,  Cecille  Lucille  Cobb,  Rog¬ 
ers;  Anne  Kathryn  Tweedy,  Springdale. 
Baby  :  Joy  Lee  Masters,  Bentonville;  Linda 
Faegan,  Brightwater;  Sheron  Embers,  De¬ 
catur;  La  Donna  Holcomb,  Elm  Springs; 
Robin  Lynn  Stahl,  Farmington;  Paul 
Crane  Brockway,  Sara  Lee  Martin,  Robert 
Blake  Murphy,  Fayetteville  Central;  Susie 
Jo  Stephens,  Anne  Allison  Evans,  Fayette¬ 
ville  Central  (WSG);  David  Eugene  Was¬ 
son,  Field  Kindley  Wasson.  Wilfred  Scott 
Sexsmith,  Fayetteville  Central;  Kellie  Ann 
McConnell,  Fayetteville;  Larry  Langham, 
Goshen;  Don  Alan  Bryum,  Gravette;  Don¬ 
na  Ruth  Grubbs,  Huntsville;  Rhonda  Sue 
Henderson,  Pea  Ridge;  Paul  Douglas 
Dark,  Prairie  Grove;  Deborah  Sue  Can¬ 
non,  Christopher  Stancil  Johnson,  Walter 
Lawrence  Jefferson,  Rogers;  Deborah  Sue 
Holt,  Holly  Henry,  Springdale;  Daniel 
Collins  Eveleth,  Winslow. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Arthurs.  Cotton  Plant;  Mrs.  James 
E.  Dice,  Mrs.  John  Heichelbeck,  Mrs.  H. 
Hugh  Parnell,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Taylor,  Mrs.  T. 
W.  Stout,  Forrest  City;  Mrs.  Ed  Heustess, 
Forrest  City  (WSG);  Mrs.  J.  O.  Floyd, 
Helena;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hulen,  Hughes,  Mrs. 
Davis  Biggs,  Hughes  (WSG): 

(Continued  next  week) 
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New  Educational  Building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Many 


Many  Methodists  Celebrate  the 
Completion  of  Educational  Building 

“So  we  built  the  wall  .  .  .  For  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work.”  (Neh. 

4:6) 

The  completion  of  and  entry  into  the  new  Educational  Building  and 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Many,  with  an  Open 
House  and  Victory  Dinner  on  Sunday,  May  17,  is  best  described  in  the 
above  words  from  the  prophet  Nehemiah,  for  that,  in  truth,  is  the  story 
behind  this  great  accomplishment  by  a  church  with  only  255  total  mem¬ 
bership,  only  210  of  them  resident. 

Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay,  pastor,  tells  the  following  story  of  their 
success. 


“Back  in  1955,  the  total  amount 
raised  by  this  church  for  all  pur¬ 
poses  as  reported  to  the  Annual 
Conference  was  $11,482.00.  The 
total  amount  pledged  to  a  new  bud¬ 
get  in  the  Conference  year  1955-56, 
was  less  than  $5000.00,  but  the  re¬ 
port  to  the  Conference  was  $15,- 
961.00.  A  slightly  larger  budget 
was  adopted  for  1956-57,  the  total 
amount  pledged  was  $7545.00,  and 
the  report  to  Annual  Conference 
was  $17,714.00.  In  the  late  fall  of 
that  year,  a  fund-raising  organiza¬ 
tion  aroused  and  thoroughly  stim¬ 
ulated  the  leadership  of  the  church 
with  a  picture  of  its  poor  giving 
habits.  It  was  pointed  out  that  13% 
of  the  members  were  giving  60% 
of  the  total,  and  that  33%  were 
giving  87%  of  the  total.  This  meant 
that  two-thirds  of  the  membership 
was  giving  less  than  one-eighth  of 
the  total.  Fortunately  for  the 
church,  it  was  about  this  time  that 
plans  were  being  laid  for  the  Con¬ 
ference-wide  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  program.  The  Church  invited 
Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Stewardship,  to  come  and 
talk  about  the  program  of  finance 
for  the  next  Conference  year.  With 
his  leadership,  and  pastor  and  lay¬ 
men  who  were  willing  to  try  the 
program  as  suggested,  to  the  letter, 
a  campaign  was  launched  in  late 
January,  culminating  with  Loyalty 
Sunday  on  April  7.  The  four  Com¬ 
missions  were  challenged  with  this 
question — “If  you  had  all  the  mon¬ 
ey  you  needed,  what  would  your 
Commission  lead  the  Church  in 
doing?”  We  called  our  program  a 
“dream  program.”  And,  truly  we 
dreamed. 

“This  ‘dream  program’  was  then 
presented  to  the  people  through 
many  media  —  lay  speakers,  pro¬ 
gram  brochure,  letters,  personal 
conversation,  sermons,  etc.  In  this 
‘dream,’  a  need  for  a  new  building 
was  presented.  There  was  not  a 
strong  faith  on  the  part  of  any  that 
such  a  “dream”  would  become  a 
near-future  reality,  but  at  least  we 
dreamed.  When  Loyalty  Sunday 
and  Victory  Sunday  were  over,  the 
members  of  the  church  had  pledg¬ 


ed  $27,035.00  toward  a  proposed 
program  of  $26,200.00.  Remember, 
this  was  against  pledges  of  only 
$7,545.00  the  year  before.  Suddenly 
everyone  was  caught  up  with  the 
thought  that  many  of  our  dreams 
might  well  be  brought  into  the 
reality  stage,  and  so  step  by  step, 
the  program  began  to  unfold. 

“So  that  we  would  not  get  caught 
by  shortsightedness,  an  unofficial 
building  planning  commmittee  was 
selected  to  begin  to  study  building 
needs  and  possibilities.  As  the  Con¬ 
ference  year  1957-58  closed,  $18,- 
586.00  was  reported  raised  for  all 
purposes,  plus  $9,260.00  in  a  Build¬ 
ing  Fund.  More  importantly,  before 
the  close  of  the  year,  another  Every 
Member  Canvass  had  been  put  on, 
and,  to  prove  the  first  year  was  not 
a  fluke,  the  congregation  pledged 
$27,152.00.  Now,  1958-59  Confer¬ 
ence  year  is  almost  over.  The  Vic¬ 
tory  Sunday  for  entrance  into  this 
beautiful  building,  as  well  as  the 
Victory  Sunday  for  the  Every 
Member  Canvass,  the  third  in  a 
row,  have  been  held.  Against  a 
Program  for  1959-60  of  $28,400.00 
adopted  by  the  Official  Board,  the 
church  has  now  pledged  some  $29,- 
650.00,  with  a  few  members  who 
were  out  of  town  yet  to  be  contact¬ 
ed,  and  the  report  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  shows  $37,075.00  paid  for 
all  purposes,  which  includes  the 
$9,260.00  already  in  the  Building 
Fund. 

“This  beautiful  new  building, 
with  excellent  accomodations  for 
all  Children’s  and  Youth  Work  of 
the  church,  plus  a  lovely  Parlor,  in¬ 
dividually  air-conditioned  for  use 
as  a  Board  meeting  room,  for 
WSCS  meetings,  Commission  meet¬ 
ings,  receptions,  teas,  etc.,  a  large 
Fellowship  Hall  with  stage  and 
dressing  rooms,  and  a  kitchen  un¬ 
surpassed  anywhere  .  .  .  this  is  not 
the  only  result  of  the  Every  Mem¬ 
ber  Canvass  and  the  ‘dream  pro¬ 
gram.’  World  Service  has  been 
raised  from  $600.00  to  $925.00,  mak¬ 
ing  the  Many  church  at  or  near  the 
top  in  Louisiana  Methodism  with  a 
per  capita  giving  to  this  cause  of 
$3.63.  Other  benevolent  giving  to 


Family  Week  Held 
At  McGuire  Church 

As  part  of  its  Family  Week  cele¬ 
bration,  McGuire  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  honored  its  youngest 
mother,  its  oldest  mother,  its  moth¬ 
er  with  the  most  children  present 
with  her  in  the  church,  and  its 
Couple  married  the  longest  time.  In 
the  Evening  Service  of  Worship  a 
panel  composed  of  Professor  M.  L. 
Haynes,  Northeast  College,  Mrs.  P. 
L.  Crowell,  5th  Grade  teacher,  and 
Tommy  Head,  teen-ager  from  First 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
with  Mrs.  M.  L.  DeFreese,  modera¬ 
tor,  discussed  the  subject,  “Learn¬ 
ing  to  Live  Together  In  Families.” 

James  B.  Greene  is  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  Education. 


General  and  Conference  causes  has 
risen  from  $1472.00  in  1955  to 
$3031.00  in  1959.  And,  on  and  on 
the  story  unfolds  itself. 

“The  building,  pictured,  has  a 
real  value  of  approximately  $75,- 
000.00,  but  it  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
only  $60,000.00,  for  it  was  built  by 
the  Church  with  a  Superintendent 
of  Construction,  B.  J.  Tidwell,  Jr., 
hired  by  a  Building  Construction 
Committee  composed  of  C.  B. 
Byrd,  Jr.,  R.  L.  Lowery,  and  Dr.  S. 
F.  Fraser,  the  church  purchasing 
all  materials,  thus  saving  an  esti¬ 
mated  $15,000.00.  The  Architects 
on  the  project  were  Walker  and 
Walker,  of  Shreveport.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  furnished  throughout  with 
the  newest  in  modern  furniture. 
The  present  indebtedness  is  $48,- 
500.00.  Present  plans  call  for  the 
loan  to  be  repaid  in  five  years,  and 
who  knows,  maybe  a  new  sanctu¬ 
ary  will  follow  when  this  debt  is 
paid. 

“For  this  story,  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Many  believes  in  the  Every  Mem¬ 
ber  Canvass.  Again  the  maxim 
has  been  proved  that  “people  give 
according  to  their  understanding, 
and  not  only  according  to  their 
ability.”  The  laymen,  led  by  such 
outstanding  leaders  as  R.  L.  Low- 
rey  (General  Chairman  all  three 
years),  Dr.  S.  F.  Fraser,  W.  E.  La- 
fitte,  John  Godfrey  (Chairman  of 
Building  Committee),  C.  B.  Byrd, 
Jr.,  R.  L.  Clark,  Jr.,  Noel  Tipton, 
C.  D.  Hancock,  T.  W.  James,  W.  H. 
Pearson,  O.  E.  Williams,  and  others, 
all  of  whom  are  sold  on  the  idea 
of  the  Every  Member  Canvass  .  .  . 
these  are  the  ones  to  whom  the 
glory  and  honor  is  due  in  this  suc¬ 
cess  story.  This  church  challenges 
any  church,  large  or  small,  to  fol¬ 
low  the  General  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities  and  its  plans  to  the  letter, 
with  the  firm  belief,  from  their 
own  experience,  that  success  is  as¬ 
sured.” 


Methodist  Student 
Day  Will  Be 
Observed  June  14 

Methodist  Student  Day  will  be 
observed  on  Sunday,  June  14,  in  all 
Louisiana  Methodist  Churches  in 
an  effort  to  raise  funds  for  support 
of  the  National  Methodist  Scholar¬ 
ship  and  Methodist  Student  Loan 
Fund  programs. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  College, 
said  five  students  attended  Cen¬ 
tenary  during  the  past  year  on  the 
National  Methodist  Scholarships, 
which  carry  a  maximum  value  of 
$500  each  for  the  year. 

Students  who  hold  the  scholar¬ 
ships  are  the  following:  Edith  Mau- 
rine  Elliott,  Vivian;  Mary  Lou  Low, 
Jennings;  Fred  Schwendimann,  Jr., 
Coushatta;  Anita  Merline  Stephens, 
Logansport,  and  Joan  Templeton, 
Bastrop.  All  are  among  Centen¬ 
ary’s  outstanding  students  and  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Student  Movement  on  the  Shreve¬ 
port  campus. 

National  Methodist  Scholarships 
are  granted  on  the  basis  of  superior 
academic  standing,  leadership  abil¬ 
ity,  active  churchmanship,  char¬ 
acter,  personality  and  need.  About 
500  such  awards  are  given  annual¬ 
ly  by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  in  its  nation-wide  scholar¬ 
ship  program.  More  than  5,000  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Scholarships  have 
been  granted  since  the  program 
was  inaugurated  in  1945. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  said  all 
Methodist  pastors  are  being  asked 
to  solicit  support  for  the  programs 
from  members  of  their  churches  on 
Methodist  Student  Day.  He  said 
an  alternate  day  for  the  observ¬ 
ance  of  Methodist  Student  Day 
may  be  designated  by  the  local 
church  commission  on  education  or 
the  Conference  board  of  education 
if  this  should  prove  necessary. 

Prerequisites  for  receiving  one 
of  the  scholarships  include  at  least 
one  year’s  active  membership  in  a 
Methodist  church  and  a  scholastic 
average  of  “B”  or  better. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  said  Centen¬ 
ary  College  is  due  to  receive  six  of 
the  National  Methodist  Scholar¬ 
ships  for  the  1959-60  academic  year. 


Shown  is  the  new  Pine  Ridge  Church,  Kentwood.  The  building  is  con¬ 
structed  of  solid  brick  containing  sanctuary,  fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  tour 
class  rooms,  and  rest  rooms.  Seating  capacity  of  140  adults  in  sanctuary 
with  overflow  space  for  68  additional  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
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NATIONAL  METHODIST  SCHOLARSHIPS  are  fi¬ 
nancing  the  educations  of  the  four  young  people  pic¬ 
tured  above  with  the  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  extreme 
left,  vice  president  of  Centenary  College.  The  Centenary 
students  are,  left  to  right:  Anita  Merline  Stephens, 
Logansport;  Mary  Lou  Low,  Jennings;  Edith  Maurine 
Elliott,  Vivian;  Frederick  Schwendimann,  Jr.,  Coushatta. 


Another  recipient  of  one  of  the  National  Methodist 
Scholarships,  Joan  Templeton  of  Bastrop,  was  not  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  picture.  Methodist  Student  Day,  on  which 
members  of  Methodist  churches  are  asked  to  contribute 
to  the  support  of  the  scholarship  program,  will  be  ob¬ 
served  this  year  on  Sunday,  June  14.  (Photo  by  Billy 
Joe  Bryant). 


Hockenhull  Family 
Honored  By 
Their  Churches 

On  Thursday  evening,  April  16th, 
Rev.  Marvin  Hockenhull  and  his 
family  were  honored  by  members 
of  his  charges — Pollock,  Selma  and 
Lewis  Chapel,  in  Fellowship  Hall 
at  the  Pollock  Methodist  Church. 

After  a  covered  dish  supper,  first 
on  the  program  was  a  presentation 
of  “This  Is  Your  Life,  Mary  Hock- 
enhull”  compiled  by  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  and  which  came  as 
a  complete  surprise.  Willard  Dunn 
was  master  of  ceremonies  for  this 
occasion  and  gave  some  very  in¬ 
teresting  highlights  of  Mary’s  life. 
She  was  later  given  the  lovely 
leather  bound  book  which,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  writeup,  contained  pic¬ 
tures  and  letters  from  her  family 
and  friends. 

John  Beal  came  next  and  asked 
the  pastor  to  rise,  presenting  him 
with  a  watch  from  the  men  of  the 
church.  Then  Miss  Gloria  Fay  Kelly, 
representing  the  MYF,  gave  Bob 
and  Patty  a  large  world  globe. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  district 
superintendent,  was  present  and 
made  a  very  interesting  talk.  Also 
Mrs.  Bee  Sanderfur  from  Bunkie 
who  is  district  secretary  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  was  there 
for  the  occasion  and  made  a  short 
talk. 

A  very  delightful  evening  of  fun, 
good  food  and  good  fellowship  was 
enjoyed  by  about  60  members  and 
friends  of  this  church  and  of  the 


Centenary  Fund 
Passes  $1,000,000 
Mark;  More  Needed 

Workers  in  Centenary’s  1959  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  campaign  agreed 
at  today’s  general  report  meeting  to 
continue  working  in  an  effort  to 
achieve  the  $1,700,000  goal  which 
will  provide  for  the  “immediate 
needs”  of  the  college.  A  total  of 
$120,604.00  was  turned  in  by  work¬ 
ers  today  bringing  total  subscrip¬ 
tions  up  to  $1,057,075.00. 

“Now  that  our  subscriptions  have 
passed  the  $1,000,000  mark,  our  goal 
is  within  sight”,  stated  General 
Campaign  Chairman  Robert  F.  Scott. 
“There  are  still  better  than  1,500 
prospects  which  have  not  been  re¬ 
ported  on  by  campaign  workers. 
If  each  worker  will  make  an  extra 
effort  during  the  next  two  weeks 
to  see  all  of  his  prospects,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  our  goal  can  be  at¬ 
tained.  Since  our  general  campaign 
kickoff  a  month  ago,  we  know  that 
many  of  these  prospects  have  been 
out  of  town  and  we  feel  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  are  interested  in 
contributing  to  this  important  com¬ 
munity-wide  project.  I  am  extreme¬ 
ly  glad  that  our  workers  have  indi¬ 
cated  they  want  to  keep  going  until 
these  prospects  can  be  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  share  in  building  a 


The  first  “extra”  general  report  June  2nd  in  the  Crystal  Ballroom  deeply  appreciated  Hockenhull  fam- 
meeting  was  to  be  held  Tuesday,  of  the  Washington- Your ee  Hotel.  ily. 


Shown  above  is  the  Master  Plan  of  the  Maplewood 
Methodist  Church.  Ground  is  to  be  broken  for  the  first 


Fellowship  Hall,  reception  room,  kitchen,  stage,  final 
machine  room  and  the  remainder  of  the  two  story 


greater  Centenary.” 

Amounts  reported  by  the  various 
campaign  divisions  are  as  follows: 
Advance  Gifts  $928,394.00 

Special  Gifts .  54,182.00 

General  Gifts .  29,367.00 

College  Family .  11,056.00 

Area  Gifts .  30,514.00 

National  Firms .  3,650.00 


unit  in  the  early  fall. 

The  first  unit  consists  of  the  east  two-thirds  of  the 
two-story  Church  School  wing.  It  will  accommodate  260 
pupils  in  the  Children's  and  Youth's  Division.  The  com¬ 
pleted  two-story  unit  will  accommodate  370  pupils. 

The  second  unit  of  construction  will  consist  of  the 


Church  School  wing. 

The  final  unit  will  be  the  Church,  complete  with 
Narthex,  Porte  Cochere,  Balcony,  Chancel,  Tower,  Par¬ 
lors,  Administrative  offices  and  Choir  room. 

Architect  for  the  Master  Plan  is  J.  Murrell  Bennett 
of  Dallas,  Texas. 
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Why  Reserve  Pensions? 

Some  questions  answered  by  Edwin  B.  Lancaster 
(Reprinted  by  Permission  of  The  Methodist  Story) 


Last  week  Leon  E.  Hickman  wrote 
in  The  Arkansas  Methodist  on  the 
responsibility  of  the .  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  fair  pensions  for  its  ministers. 
That  leads  to  the  question,  “What 
kind  of  pension  plan  is  best?” 

In  this  complex  field,  we  have  ad¬ 
dressed  questions  to  an  actuary  who 
is  competent  technically  and  who 
knows  the  church  pensions  field  in¬ 
timately. 

Mr.  Lancaster  is  an  associate  ac¬ 
tuary  of  the  Metropolitan  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company  of  New  York.  He 
is  a  fellow  of  the  Society  of  Actu¬ 
aries  and  is  education  chairman  of 
its  Education  and  Examination  Com¬ 
mittee. 

This  Methodist  puts  his  know-how 
to  work  for  the  church  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  of  New 
York  Annual  Conference.  In  the 
suburban  Mount  Kisco  Church,  he  is 
a  trustee,  chairman  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  on  stewardship  and  finance, 
and  a  church-school  teacher. 

Q.  Mr.  Lancaster,  what  pension 
systems  can  Methodist  conferences 
choose  between? 

A.  Some  50  years  ago  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  established 
the  well-known  Conference  Claim¬ 
ant  Pension  System.  Much  more  re¬ 
cently  The  Methodist  Church  set 
up  the  Reserve  Pension  System. 
There  are  of  course  some  funda¬ 
mental  differences  between  the  two 
systems. 

Q.  How  does  the  older  system 
work? 

A.  The  Conference  Claimant 
System  sets  no  money  aside  before 
a  minister’s  retirement. 

Upon  retirement  of  the  minister, 
the  churches  of  the  conferences  he 
has  served  must  commence  to  pay 
the  full  costs  of  his  pension,  and 
subsequently  the  cost  of  the  widow’s 
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pension,  if  his  wife  outlives  him. 
Likewise,  in  the  event  of  death  of 
the  minister  prior  to  retirement, 
the  churches  must  then  begin  to 
pay  the  costs  of  his  widow’s  and 
any  dependent  children’s  pension. 
Except  in  the  case  of  the  children’s 
pensions,  these  costs  continue  as 
long  as  the  minister  or  his  widow 
lives. 

The  date  at  which  the  minister’s 
pension  is  paid  under  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Claimant  System  is  determ¬ 
ined  each  year  by  the  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

Q.  How  does  the  reserve  plan 
operate? 

A.  The  Reserve  Pension  System 
operates  on  what  is  generally  term¬ 
ed  a  reserve  or  funded  basis. 

Under  this  system  the  churches 
of  the  minister’s  annual  conference, 
as  well  as  the  minister  himself,  in 
effect  deposit  funds  each  year  with 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions  of 
The  Methodist  Church  to  be  even¬ 
tually  used  to  pay  the  minister’s 
pension. 

(In  actual  practice  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  may  establish  what 
amounts  to  a  separate  account  with 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions  into 
which  it  may  make  periodic  de¬ 
posits.  The  general  board  then 
draws  funds  out  of  this  account  as 
they  are  needed  each  year  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  conference’s  contribution 
to  the  pension  plan.) 

This  depositing  of  funds  takes 
place  during  the  minister’s  work¬ 
ing  life  time  and  ceases  upon  his 


retirement  (or  prior  death).  Under 
the  Ministers  Reserve  Pension  Plan, 
the  amount  of  the  “annual  deposit” 
made  by  the  annual  conference  is 
9  per  cent  of  the  average  salary  of 
the  conference;  the  minister’s  de¬ 
posit  is  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent. 

These  “annual  deposits”  are  in¬ 
vested  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions.  At  retirement  the  total 
amount  accumulated  to  the  credit 
of  the  minister  is  used  by  the  gen¬ 
eral  board  to,  in  effect,  purchase 
from  itself  an  annuity  payable  to 
the  minister  (70  per  cent  to  his 
widow). 

In  a  general  way,  this  system  is 
like  an  arrangement  whereby  the 
annual  conference  and  the  minis¬ 
ter  deposit  funds  each,  year  in  a 
“savings  account”  administered  by 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 
Upon  retirement  the  accumulation 
is  drawn  out  of  the  “savings  ac¬ 
count”  and  turned  over  to  an  “in¬ 
surance  company”  also  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  board.  The  “insurance 
company”  determines  the  amount 
of  pension  payable  as  a  result  of 
the  amount  saved  and  guarantees 
to  pay  it  to  the  minister  so  long  as 


he  lives  and  70  per  cent  to  his 
widow. 

Q.  Is  the  difference  in  the  sys¬ 
tems.  then,  mainly  a  matter  of 
when  the  money  is  paid  in? 

A.  That  is  one  of  two  main  dif¬ 
ferences. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  cost  of 
the  Conference  Claimant  System 
falls  on  the  churches  after  the  min¬ 
ister  has  completed  his  working 
lifetime.  Under  the  Reserve  Pen¬ 
sion  System  the  cost  falls  on  the 
churches  during  the  course  of  his 
working  lifetime. 

Q.  What's  the  other  distinction? 

A.  It  is  in  the  manner  of  arriving 
at  the  amount  of  pension  a  retired 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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(Continued  from  page  14) 

minister  is  entitled  to  receive. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  previous¬ 
ly  that  the  amount  of  the  Confer^ 
ence  Claimant  pension  is  deter¬ 
mined  on  a  one-year-at-a-time  bas¬ 
is.  That  is,  the  annual  conference 
determines  each  year  the  rate  at 
which  its  pensions  are  to  be  paid 
in  the  ensuing  year.  This  is  called 
the  “annuity  rate.”  This  rate — $40, 
$45,  or  $50,  for  example — is  multi¬ 
plied  by  the  number  of  years  of  ap¬ 
proved  service  to  determine  the 
minister’s  annual  pension. 

Under  the  Reserve  Pension  Sys¬ 
tem  the  amount  of  the  pension  is 
determined  at  retirement  and  that 
amount  will  continue  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  minister’s  lifetime. 
The  amount  of  the  pension  depends 
upon  four  factors: 

•  The  number  of  years  of  approv¬ 
ed  service. 

•  The  average  salary  of  the  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  which  he  has 
served. 

•  The  rate  of  interest  earnings  on 
the  “annual  deposits.” 

•  The  mortality  and  interest  as¬ 
sumption  used  in  determining  the 
amount  of  the  pension. 

Q.  In  appraising  a  scheme  like 
this  it's  helpful  to  see  what  the 
other  fellow  is  doing.  How  does 
the  Methodist  reserve  plan  com¬ 
pare  with  the  general  practice? 

A.  Almost  without  exception  in¬ 
dustrial  pension  plans  operate  on 
a  reverse  or  funded  basis,  though 
there  are  many  technical  variations 
as  to  the  funding  method. 

The  United  States  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  Code,  supplemented  by  vari¬ 
ous  Internal  Revenue  Service  reg¬ 
ulations,  provides  tax  exemption 
for  employer  contributions  under  a 
qualified  pension  plan. 

Aside  from  the  tax  aspects,  it 
seems  to  be  a  well-accepted  prac¬ 
tice  on  the  part  of  industry  gener¬ 
ally  that  the  cost  of  doing  business 
includes  the  cost  of  pension  and 
other  employee  benefits.  The  funds 
which  the  employer  puts  up  each 
year  for  pensions  are  as  much  a 
cost  of  doing  business  as  are  the 
employees’  salaries. 

Beginning  in  the  1920s  many 
funded  or  reserve  type  pension 
plans  were  established  for  public 
employees,  such  as  employees  of 
political  subdivisions  and  school 
systems. 
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Q.  Was  our  Methodist  plan  the 
first  of  its  kind  fox  a  church? 

A.  The  first  ministerial  pension 
plan  established  on  a  reserve  or 
funded  basis  and  generally  com¬ 
parable  from  a  funding  standpoint 
to  ours  was  the  Church  Pension 
Fund  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  which  was  put  into  opera¬ 
tion  in  1917.  This  was  followed  by 
the  Service  Pension  Plan  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Q.  And  have  others  followed? 

A.  At  the  present  time  funded 
pensions  systems  are  in  effect  in 
the  American  Baptist  Convention, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.,  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  the  American  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Lutheran  C  h  u  r  c  h — 
Missouri  Synod,  and  the  United 
Lutheran  Church. 

Q.  Thinking  again  of  the  two 
systems  open  to  Methodists,  how 
do  the  costs  and  benefits  compare? 

A.  Under  a  funded  pension,  such 
as  the  Reserve  Pension  System,  the 
substantial  interest  accumulation 
on  the  “annual  deposits”  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  the  minister’s  act¬ 
ive  service  substantially  increases 
the  benefits,  lowers  the  cost  or  do 
both. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  such  in¬ 
terest  accumulation  on  a  pension 
paid  after  retirement,  such  as  the 
Conference  Claimant  System. 

To  roughly  illustrate  the  effect¬ 
iveness  of  the  interest  accumula¬ 
tions  in  lowering  costs,  consider 
the  simple  illustration  of  deposit¬ 
ing  one  dollar  a  year  in  a  savings 
account  for  40  years  (a  period  cor¬ 
responding  to  the  active  life  of 
many  ministers).  Let  us  assume 
that  interest  is  credited  to  the  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  account  each  year  at 
the  rate  of  3  per  cent.  At  the  end 
of  40  years  the  balance  in  the  ac¬ 
count  would  be  $75,  i.e.  $40  of  prin¬ 
cipal  and  $35  of  interest.  Applying 
the  figures  from  this  example  to 
the  Reserve  Pension  System,  it 
means  that  approximately  half  of 
the  retired  minister’s  pension  is 
purchased  from  principal — the  dol¬ 
lars  contributed  by  the  churches 
and  the  minister  —  and  the  other 
half  by  the  interest  accumulation. 

A  specific  comparison  will  fur¬ 
ther  illustrate.  Consider  three  hy¬ 
pothetical  ministers  who  are  the 
same  age,  whose  wives  are  three 
years  younger,  and  who  each  serve 
for  40  years — two  under  the  Con¬ 
ference  Claimant  System  and  the 
other  under  the  Ministers  Reserve 
Pension  Fund.  They  all  retire  at 
65  (wives  then  62)  having  served 
their  entire  time  in  a  conference 
with  an  average  salary  of  $4,900 
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(including  15  per  cent  for  house 
rent.) 

Here  are  cost  and  benefit  data: 

Conference  Claimant  MRPF 
$40  rate  $50  rate 

Estimated  con¬ 
ference  cost  of 
pension  (and 
related  benefits 

for  MRPF)  $33,500  $41,900  $17,640 
Minister's 

contribution  0  0  5,880 

Total  cost  33,500  41,900  23,520 


Annual  pension 
(70  per  cent 
to  surviving 

widow)  $  1,600  $  2,000  $  2,120 

The  table  presents  a  somewhat 
incomplete  comparison,  as  the 
Ministers  Reserve  Pension  Fund 
(MRPF)  provides  disability  bene¬ 
fits  and  death  benefits  in  the  form 
of  widow’s  and  children’s  “pen¬ 
sions”  as  well  as  the  pension  to  the 
minister  and  his  surviving  widow. 
All  of  these  benefits  are  provided 
by  the  cost  figures  shown.  Under 
the  Conference  Claimant  System 
the  cost  of  widow’s  and  children’s 


pensions  must  be  added  to  the  cost 
shown.  No  disability  benefits  are 
specifically  provided  under  the 
Conference  Claimant  System. 

In  other  words,  if  a  precisely 
consistent  comparison  of  costs  and 
benefits  could  be  made,  it  would  be 
even  more  favorable  to  the  MRPF. 
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Southern  Baptists 
Temper  Bid  for 
Bi-Racial  Move 

Louisville,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Mes¬ 
sengers  (delegates)  at  the  annual 
sessions  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  here  called  on  its  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  to  consider  a 
meeting  with  Negro  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  to  discuss  mutual  problems. 

The  call  was  made  in  an  amend¬ 
ed  resolution  adopted  by  a  decisive 
voice  vote  of  some  11,800  mes¬ 
sengers. 

An  original  resolution  endorsing 
a  proposal  for  a  high-level  meeting 
between  the  SBC  and  two  major 
Negro  bodies  resulted  in  a  heated 
debate  after  it  was  strongly  oppos¬ 
ed  by  messengers  from  the  deep 
South. 

As  first  brought  to  the  floor  by 
the  convention’s  resolutions  com¬ 
mittee,  it  also  included  a  commen¬ 
dation  to  former  Rep.  Brooks  Hays, 
out-going  SBC  president,  for  pro¬ 
posing  the  white-Negro  meeting  as 
a  practical  step  toward  easing  racial 
tensions  in  the  South. 

It  praised  Mr.  Hays  for  his  “firm 
convictions,  his  spirit  of  fairness 
to  all,  and  his  courageous  stand  on 
the  great  issues  of  our  day.” 

However,  introduction  of  this 
version  set  off  protests  from 
churches  in  the  deep  South  and  a 
compromise  amendment  was  of¬ 
fered.  This  deleted  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  resolution  a  call  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  interracial  meeting  and  a 
paragraph  commending  Mr.  Hays 
for  suggesting  it. 

As  amended  the  resolution  then 
was  approved.  It  merely  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  consider  a  meeting  with 
the  two  Negro  groups. 

They  are  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  with  more 
than  4,600,000  members;  and  the 
National  Baptist  Convention  of 
America  with  2,700,000. 

Supporters  of  the  original  reso¬ 
lution  reminded  Baptists  that  what 
they  did  at  home  on  the  race  issue 
was  of  vital  importance  to  their 
missionary  efforts  away  from 
home. 

The  Rev.  John  Laney  of  Rock¬ 
ville,  Md.,  told  the  messengers  that 
“we  send  out  missionaries  to  say 
Christ  has  all  the  answers,  yet 
when  it  comes  to  this  immediate 
pressing  problem,  we  don’t  have 
anything  to  say.” 

“This  resolution,”  he  declared, 
“should  say  to  our  incoming  presi¬ 
dent  that  we  would  like  not  to 
have  timid  statements  to  the  press, 
but  positive  action  toward  elimi¬ 
nating  racial  tension.” 

A.  Hamilton  Reid,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Alabama  Baptist 
State  Convention,  asked  that 
southern  Baptist  churches  be  given 
a  chance  to  solve  the  race  issue  on 
the  local  level. 

He  urged  the  SBC  “not  to  do 
something  here  that  would  make 
it  very  difficult  to  keep  hundreds 
of  churches  in  line  with  the  con¬ 
vention.” 

Speaking  against  the  unamended 
resolution,  the  Rev.  Lon  B.  Knight 
of  Johnston,  N.  C.,  declared: 

“Let’s  not  talk  about  integration 

_ the  deep  South  churches  will 

never  integrate.” 

In  another  action  the  messengers 
overwhelmingly  voted  down  a  res- 


Pastor  Awards  “Oscas” 
To  Church  Officers 

West  Covina,  Calif.  (RNS)  — 
Borrowing  a  leaf  from  Holly¬ 
wood’s  Academy  Award  presen¬ 
tations,  a  Methodist  pastor  here 
found  a  way  to  brighten  up  his 
church’s  annual  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Locher 
presented  “Oscas”  to  officers  of 
the  West  Covina  Methodist 
Church.  OSCA  stood  for  “Out¬ 
standing  Service  in  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration.” 

They  were  presented  for  best 
all-around  service,  best  musical 
direction,  best  program,  best 
supporting  worker  (men),  and 
best  supporting  worker  (wom¬ 
en). 

Pastor  Locher  got  the  idea  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment.  He 
looked  around  for  a  suitable 
Osca — and  came  up  with  a  tiny 
doll. 


Letter  Writing 
Campaign  Urged  As 
Obscenity  Curb 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (RNS) — Postmas¬ 
ter  James  C.  Smith  of  Pittsburgh 
has  urged  a  letter  writing  cam¬ 
paign  with  the  objective  of  “elimi¬ 
nating  the  commercialized  porno¬ 
graphic  industry”  which  traffics 
through  the  mails. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Pittsburgh 
Catholic,  official  publication  of  the 
Pittsburgh  diocese,  Postmaster 
Smith  declared  that  if  members  of 
the  Mothers’  Guild,  the  Holy  Name 
Society  and  other  religious-  organi¬ 
zations  wrote  to  their  Senators  and 
Congressmen  on  the  subject  “we 
would  have  an  effective  local  pro¬ 
gram  against  this  social  blight.” 

He  suggested  that  the  letter 
writers  inquire  of  their  elected  rep¬ 
resentatives  what  they  have  done 
“to  stop  the  mailing  of  obscene  and 
pornographic  materials”  and  what 
action  they  are  taking  “to  strength¬ 
en  postal  laws  against  such  mail¬ 
ings.” 

Postmaster  Smith  said  that  he 
felt  the  “time  is  ripe”  to  stamp  out 
“the  mass  of  indecent  mail  matter 
that  is  flooding  the  American 
homes.” 


olution  calling  on  the  convention 
to  rescind  its  1954  endorsement  of 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
outlawing  segregation  in  public 
schools.  In  rejecting  the  resolution, 
submitted  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Nev- 
ins  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  the  mes¬ 
sengers  reaffirmed  the  stand  taken 
by  the  SGC  in  St.  Louis  four  years 
ago  favoring  public  school  desegre¬ 
gation. 

Kendall  Berry  of  Blytheville, 
Ark.,  a  banker,  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
succeeding  Dr.  Ramsey  Pollard  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  new  SBC  presi¬ 
dent.  The  Rev.  Archie  Ellis  of 
Columbia,  S.C.,  was  named  vice- 
chairman;  and  the  Rev.  E.  Barnum 
Hawkes  of  Waycross,  Ga.,  secre¬ 
tary. 


N.Y.  Methodists 
Urge  Recognition 
Of  Red  China 

New  Haven,  Conn.  (RNS) — U.  S. 
recognition  of  Communist  China 
and  its  admission  to  the  United 
Nations  provided  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  Korea  and  Formosa 
are  safeguarded  was  recommended 
here  by  the  New  York  East  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

A  resolution  of  the  conference’s 
Board  of  World  Peace  said  the 
recommendation  does  not  imply 
approval  of  the  Red  China  regime. 
It  was  passed  following  an  hour’s 
spirited  debate. 

At  its  111th  annual  meeting,  the 
conference  renewed  its  stand 
against  racial  segregation,  de¬ 
nounced  legalization  of  gambling 
and  off-track  betting,  urged  heav¬ 
ier  penalties  for  dope  “pushers” 
and  more  treatment  centers  for  ad¬ 
dicts,  and  backed  the  abolition  of 
the  death  penalty  in  Connecticut. 

Bishop  Frederick  B.  Newell  told 
the  conference  that  there  was 
“scarcely  a  church  in  the  heart  of 
the  New  York  metropolitan  area” 
which  was  not  racially  integrated 
to  some  degree. 

In  addition,  Methodist  universi¬ 
ties  and  hospitals  of  the  New  York 
Area  are  integrated,  and  the  four 
largest  churches  in  New  York  Con¬ 
ference  are  served  by  Negro  min¬ 
isters  and  one  Negro  minister 
serves  an  all-white  community,  the 
bishop  said. 

Bishop  Newell  warned  the  dele¬ 
gates  that  the  church  today  is  in 
danger  of  becoming  too  worldly. 

“In  some  branches  of  Protestant¬ 
ism,”  he  said,  “the  ethical-moralis¬ 
tic  movement  has  been  so  stressed 
as  to  make  its  differentiation  from 
secularism  difficult.” 

“There  is  an  inherent  danger,” 
he  added,  “in  preaching  the  su¬ 
premacy  of  Christ  as  an  ethical 
moralist  to  the  exclusion  of  His  re¬ 
demptive  sovereignty.” 

Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman,  pastor  of 
Christ  Church,  New  York,  urged 
that  Christians  spend  more  time 
proclaiming  the  Gospel  than  in  de¬ 
nouncing  Communism.  “In  a  global 
laboratory,”  he  said,  “we  have  the 
chance  to  test  the  comparative 
merits  of  a  professedly  Christian 
way  of  life  and  an  avowedly  athe¬ 
istic  Communism.” 

British  Baptist 
Churches  Report 
Membership  Decline 

London  (RNS)  —  Membership  in 
Baptist  churches  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  declined  by  2,369  in 
1958  for  a  new  total  of  324,679.  In 
1957  membership  decreased  by 
758. 

The  loss  in  membership  was  dis¬ 
closed  here  in  a  report  to  the  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Enrollments  in  Baptist  Sunday 
schools,  the  report  said,  also  show¬ 
ed  a  drop  of  21,000  in  1958,  as  com¬ 
pared  to  a  loss  of  8,742  the  previous 
year. 


Dr.  Jones  Stresses 
Evangelistic  Opportunity 

Seoul,  Korea  (RNS)  —  Korea 
presents  the  greatest  evangelis¬ 
tic  opportunity  in  the  Far  East 
today,  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
noted  American  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary-evangelist  and  author, 
said  here. 

“Buddhism  is  the  weakest  in 
Korea  of  all  the  Far  East  coun¬ 
tries,  and  animism  has  almost 
disappeared,”  he  told  some  45 
Korean  pastors  attending  one  of 
a  series  of  “ashram”  retreats  he 
conducted  during  a  two-week 
tour  of  this  country. 

Dr.  Jones  said  that  “especially 
in  the  hearts  of  those  of  the  edu¬ 
cated  class  there  is  a  vacuum 
that  must  be  and  will  be  filled.” 

He  challenged  the  Korean 
clergymen  to  fill  this  vacuum 
with  the  Christian  message. 

Penna.  Methodists 
Report  Losses 
Almost  Equal  Gains 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  (RNS) — Almost 
as  many  church  members  are 
“leaving  by  the  back  door”  as  there 
are  new  ones  “coming  in  the  front 
door,”  the  Philadelphia  Methodist 
Conference  was  told  by  district 
superintendents  at  its  173rd  annual 
session  here. 

Statistics  of  the  310  conference 
churches,  covering  most  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  who  that  while  10,- 
257  new  members  were  received  in 
1958,  there  was  a  net  gain  of  only 
990. 

Dr.  Paul  W.  Poley,  Philadelphia, 
superintendent  of  the  conference’s 
North  district  who  presented  the 
report,  suggested  that  the  losses 
might  be  cut  considerably  if  local 
churches  applied  “four  cardinal 
principles  of  psychology  that  sum 
up  the  human  need  for  love,  secur¬ 
ity,  of  being  wanted  and  of  being 
useful.” 

Scholarship  Act 
Voted  in  Jersey 

Trenton,  N.  J.  (RNS)— A  measure 
providing  college  scholarships  to 
graduates  of  private  and  public 
high  schools  was  passed  by  the  As¬ 
sembly  here,  48  to  6,  after  it  had 
received  a  conditional  veto  by  Gov. 
Robert  B.  Meyner. 

Since  the  Senate  earlier  over¬ 
rode  the  veto,  15-0,  the  Assembly’s 
action  makes  the  bill  effective  im¬ 
mediately. 

Under  the  state  scholarship  pro¬ 
gram,  a  grant  of  $400  annually  will 
be  given  to  5  per  cent  of  the  grad¬ 
uating  classes  in  the  state’s  high 
schools.  Seniors  will  take  competi¬ 
tive  examinations  to  determine 
their  eligibility. 

The  bill  provides  that  15  per 
cent  of  the  scholarships  may  be 
used  in  institutions  outside  the 
state.  It  also  continues  the  present 
state  scholarship  program  at  Rut¬ 
gers  University  Law  School. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  the 
State  Department  of  Education  that 
the  scholarship  program  will  cost 
New  Jersey  about  $8,000,000  a  year 
by  1975. 
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Delegates  to  the  General  Conference  elected  at  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  are,  I.  to  r.,  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  Rev.  D.  W. 
Poole,  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  and  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson.  The  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  meet  in  Denver,  Colo.,  next  April. 


Worthy  Students 
Scholarship  Fund 
Set  Up  at  Centenary 

A  scholarship  fund  for  worthy 
students  has  been  initiated  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  by  persons  who  feel 
that  such  assistance  will  constitute 
a  lasting  memorial  for  loved  ones. 

Mrs.  Sue  Boydston,  enrollment 
counselor,  said  persons  who  normal¬ 
ly  send  flowers  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  a  friend  or  relative,  or  who 
contribute  books  to  libraries,  are 
being  requested  to  send  the  amount 
of  money  ordinarily  spent  for  such 
remembrances  to  the  scholarship 
fund  instead.  She  said  friends  of 
the  college  had  approached  her 
with  the  request  that  such  a  pro¬ 
gram  be  inaugurated. 

Checks  representing  the  amount 
which  would  otherwise  have  been 
spent  for  a  floral  tribute  or  other 
gift  may  be  mailed  to  the  church 
office,  she  said,  and  will  then  be 
forwarded  to  the  college.  The 
checks  should  be  earmarked  for  the 
scholarship  fund.  The  money  will 
be  used  to  help  finance  the  educa¬ 
tions  of  students  in  financial  straits 
and  lacking  the  money  to  continue 
at  Centenary.  It  will  augment 
existing  scholarship  funds  on  the 
campus. 

Persons  wishing  additional  infor¬ 
mation  may  contact  Mrs.  Boydston 
at  Centenary  or  the  Rev.  R.  Leon¬ 
ard  Cooke,  vice  president  of  the 
college  and  chairman  of  the  schol¬ 
arship  committee.  Either  may  be 
contacted  by  writing  to  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  La. 


Development  Fund 
Reaches  67  %  of  Goal 

The  1959  Centenary  College  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  campaign  moved 
a  step  closer  toward  its  goal  today 
as  workers  turned  in  $85,173.34  to 
bring  the  total  reported  as  of  June 
2  to  $1,142,888.31.  This  is  67%  of 
the  $1,700,000  “immediate  needs” 
goal. 

John  B.  Atkins,  general  campaign 
co-chairman,  expressed  confidence 
that  the  goal  would  be  attained. 
With  more  than  1,200  prospects  still 
unreported,  Mr.  Atkins  urged  work¬ 
ers  to  “clean-up”  those  remaining 
solicitations  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Division  leaders  announced  at  to¬ 
day’s  meeting  that  special  meetings 
would  be  held  during  the  coming 
week  with  section  majors  and  team 
captains  in  an  effort  to  speed  up 
the  solicitation  of  remaining  pros¬ 
pects.  Concerted  action  by  division 
leaders  is  expected  to  bring  the 
campaign  to  a  successful  conclusion 
by  the  end  of  this  month,  according 
to  General  Campaign  Chairman 
Robert  F.  Scott. 

To  date  'the  various  campaign  di¬ 
visions  have  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing  totals: 

Advance  Gifts  $984,752.93 

Special  Gifts  61,744.84 

General  Gifts  35,366.00 

College  Family  11,062.54 

Area  Gifts  .  46,312.00 

National  Firms  .  3,650.00 
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Pastors  Changed  In  One-Third  Of  Churches 
Of  Little  Rock  Conf.  At  Annual  Session 

Ministers  and  Lay  Choose  Delegations  for  Quadrennial  Conference 

More  than  one-third  of  the  190  pastoral  charges  in  the  Little  Rock 
Annual  Conference  will  have  new  pastors  before  next  Sunday  as  a  result 
of  changes  made  during  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference  last  week  and 
announced  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the  closing  session  on  Friday. 

The  conference  was  in  session  Tuesday  through  Friday,  June  2-5,  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs,  with  Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison  as 
host  pastor  and  Rev.  T.  T.  McNeal  of  Arkadelphia  as  the  host  district  sup¬ 
erintendent. 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  superintendency  of  any  of  the  six  dis¬ 
tricts.  Changes  made  were  distributed  evenly  throughout  the  conference 
with  the  exception  of  the  Pine  Bluff  District,  in  which  there  were  only  four 


changes. 

Announcement  Of 
Mt.  Sequoyah 
Summer  Meetings 

The  schedule  of  the  program  of 
conferences  and  meetings  to  be 
held  at  the  Western  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas,  during  the  summer 
1959,  has  been  announced  by  Rev. 
E.  G.  Kaetzell,  superintendent  of 
the  assembly. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kaetzell  assumed  the 
duties  of  superintendent  on  June  1, 
succeeding  Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook 
who  will  retire  at  the  session  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  this 
week  in  Ft.  Smith. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hook  has  served  as  su¬ 
perintendent  since  June  1950. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kaetzell  is  completing 
his  fifth  year  as  superintendent  of 
the  Searcy  District.  The  Wesley 
Methodist  Assembly  is  a  leadership 
training  center  for  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  many  of  the  activities 
of  the  Jurisdiction  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  are  centered  on  the  assembly 
grounds. 

The  following  schedule  has  been 
announced: 

June  13-19,  Southwest  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Christian  World  Mis¬ 
sions. 

June  19-21,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 
(Continued  on  page  9) 

1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  June  11-June  20  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


June  11  II  Timothy  4:1-  8 

June  12  II  Timothy  4:9-22 

June  13  Titus  1:1-1$ 

June  14  Titus  2:1-10 

June  15  Titus  2:11-3:8 

June  16  Titus  3:9-15 

June  17  Philemon  1:  1-14 

June  18  Philemon  1:15-25 

June  19  Hebrews  1:1-14 

June  20  Hebrews  2:1-  9 


Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel  of  Conway, 
president  of  Hendrix  College  and  B. 
T.  Fooks,  Camden  business  man  and 
Methodist  leader  were  elected  to 
head  the  ministerial  and  lay  delega¬ 
tions  at  the  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Conference  next  year. 

Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway,  Little  Rock 
district  superintendent,  was  elected 
as  the  other  ministerial  delegate, 
and  Roland  M.  Shelton,  Little  Rock 
real  estate  executive  and  Little  Rock 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  was  named 
as  the  second  lay  delegate. 

Other  ministerial  delegates  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  elected 
included:  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Spore  of 
Monticello,  Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore  of 
Hope,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of 
Little  Rock  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton  of  Little  Rock.  The  lay  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Conference  delegation 
other  than  Mr.  Fooks  and  Mr.  Shel¬ 
ton  will  include  John  Lookadoo  of 
Arkadelphia,  T.  A.  Prewitt  of  Tillar, 
Paul  Jones  of  Stuttgart  and  Luther 
L.  Miller  of  Texarkana. 

Jurisdictional  reserve  delegates 
from  the  ministers  are  Rev.  J.  Ed¬ 
ward  Dunlap  of  Arkadelphia,  Rev. 
Charles  Richards  of  Little  Rock, 
and  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule  of  Pine 
Bluff. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott  of  El  Dorado, 
Allan  Berry  of  Little  Rock  and 
Luther  J.  Miller  of  Little  Rock  were 
elected  as  lay  Jurisdictional  reserve 
delegates. 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Crowe,  pastor  of 
the  Wilmette  Parish  Methodist 
Church  of  Wilmette,  Illinois  was 
the  conference  preacher,  delivering 
sermons  o  n  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  nights  and  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday  afternoons.  The 
Thursday  afternoon  sermon  was  the 
feature  of  a  youth  rally  when  a  ca¬ 
pacity  crowd  of  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  Methodist  youth  and  adult 
counselors  crowded  the  church  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  service.  The  sermon  on 
Thursday  night  was  the  ordination 
sermon. 

Bishop  Martin  opened  the 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
morning  sessions  with  appropriate 
devotional  messages.  Howard  Cor- 
rell  of  B  a  r  n  u  m,  Minn,  directed 
music  and  congregational  singing 
during  the  annual  conference  serv¬ 
ices. 

( Continued  on  page  9) 


REV.  FRED  CLOUD 

Promotion  to 
Associate  Editor 
Is  Announced 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  — The  Rev. 
Fred  Cloud,  Nashville,  has  been 
promoted  to  associate  editor  of 
youth  publications  of  the  Editorial 
Division  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  Bullock, 
Nashville,  general  secretary  of  the 
Editorial  Division. 

Mr.  Cloud,  who  edits  Christian 
Action,  a  church  school  publication 
for  older  youth,  has  been  an  as¬ 
sistant  editor  of  youth  publications 
since  1953. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cloud  (she 
was  Miss  Betty  Shepherd  before 
her  marriage)  formerly  lived  in 
Little  Rock,  and  he  was  licensed 
to  preach  while  a  member  of  Win¬ 
field  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. 

Mr.  Cloud  attended  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  in  1942  and  1943.  He  has 
bachelor  of  arts  and  bachelor  of 
divinity  degrees  from  Vanderbilt 
and  has  done  graduate  work  at 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville. 

In  April,  Mr.  Cloud  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  committee  on  curri¬ 
culum  for  older  youth  and  young 
adults. 


Chaplain  E.  R.  Brewster 
Forced  To  Retire 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Ill 
health  has  forced  the  medical  re¬ 
tirement  of  Methodist  Chaplain 
Earl  R.  Brewster,  sole  survivor  of 
four  Navy  chaplains  who  were  im¬ 
prisoned  by  the  Japanese  in  the 
Philippines  during  World  War  II. 

Chaplain  Brewster,  who  holds 
the  rank  of  Commander,  was  sta¬ 
tioned  most  recently  at  the  Pensa¬ 
cola,  Fla.,  Naval  Base. 

He  was  awarded  the  Bronze  Star 
for  “heroic  achievement”  while  in¬ 
terned  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  The 
accompanying  citation  read,  in  part, 
as  follows: 

“Although  in  such  a  weakened 
condition  from  malnutrition  and 
beri-beri  that  he  was  not  expected 
to  live,  Chaplain  Brewster  held  on 
with  courage  and  determination. 
Required  to  do  all  compulsory 
work  details  even  though  he  was 
a  chaplain,  he  also  carried  out  re¬ 
ligious  services  and  contributed 
materially  to  the  welfare  of  his  fel¬ 
low-prisoners.  His  unselfish  spirit 
and  tireless  efforts  on  behalf  of 
others  were  in  keeping  with  the 
highest  traditions  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Service.” 


Only  Borrowed  $245. 


An  Appreciative  Borrower  Over~Pays 
Methodist  Student  Loan  by  $ 730 


NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI)  —  The  national  Methodist  Student  Loan 
Fund  received  $730  worth  of  appreciation  from  a  borrower  recently. 

A  man  owed  the  fund  $245.  Collections  officer  C.  Eldon  Wright,  Nash¬ 
ville,  wrote  him  about  it.  Soon  Mr.  Wright  received  a  check  for  $975, 
$730  more  than  the  amount  due.  He  then  wrote  and  asked  the  man  if  he 
had  made  a  mistake. 

“Keep  what  I  sent,”  said  the  borrower.  “I  hope  it  will  help  someone 
else  as  much  as  the  original  sum  helped  me.” 


Churches  Urged  to 
Give  Servicemen 
“Special  Welcome” 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  An  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  Methodist 
churches  are  aiming  a  “special  wel¬ 
come”  at  military  personnel,  ac¬ 
cording  to  D.  Stewart  Patterson, 
general  secretary  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Commission  on  Camp  Activi¬ 
ties. 

"Approximately  150  of  our 
churches  have  put  up  a  ‘welcome’ 
sign  from  coast  to  coast,”  he  said, 
"and  others  have  expressed  a  de¬ 
sire  to  start  a  program  of  welcom¬ 
ing  and  assimilating  military  per¬ 
sonnel  who  come  into  their  com¬ 
munities.” 

However,  he  said  that  in  general 
the  Methodist  Church  “can  take  no 
pride  in  the  fact  that  all  too  often 
our  youth  in  the  military  are  ne¬ 
glected  and  forgotten.” 

“We  need  to  be  concerned  about 
what  happens  to  them  while  in  the 
service,”  he  said.  "By  maintaining 
their  Christian  witness  these  youth, 
along  with  members  of  other 
churches,  can  be  a  constructive 
force  for  good  here  at  home  and  a- 
round  the  world.” 

He  urged  Methodist  pastors  and 
lay  leaders  to  establish  a  lo  c  a  1 
church  program  of  “pre-induction 
counseling  and  follow-up  of  mem¬ 
bers  in  military  service.” 


With  pleasure,  Mr.  Wright  re¬ 
sponded,  “The  amount  will  be  made 
available  immediately  for  loans 
that  will  be  requested  by  worthy 
students.  Because  of  men  like  you, 
we  are  confident  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Loan  Fund  will  be 
perpetuated.  Your  gift  is  appreci¬ 
ated  more  than  we  can  tell  you.” 

This  case  is  unusual,  Mr.  Wright 
said,  but  other  gifts  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  through  somewhat  similar 
circumstances. 

The  loan  fund,  administered  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
here,  depends  for  its  existence  on 
repayments  of  loans  and  on  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Day  contributions. 

On  Methodist  Student  Day,  which 
will  be  observed  this  year  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  14,  offerings  are  taken 
in  Methodist  churches  for  the  loan 
fund  and  the  National  Methodist 
Scholarship  Fund. 

It  is  expected  that  about  $1,000,- 
000  will  be  loaned  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Loan  Fund  this  year, 
said  Dr.  Everette  L.  Walker,  Nash¬ 
ville,  who  is  in  charge  of  loans  and 
scholarships  and  the  personnel  de¬ 
partment  for  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education. 

Dr.  Walker  also  said  the  number 
of  loans  made  from  the  Methodist 
Student  Loan  Fund  has  increased 
369  per  cent  in  the  last  14  years. 


Colombo,  Ceylon  (RNS)  — OLDEST  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  ASIA. 
Believed  to  be  the  oldest  Methodist  church  in  Asia,  Colombo  City  Mission 
is  still  used  extensively  for  services  and  serves  as  the  center  of  mission  work 
reaching  into  the  city's  slums.  A  number  of  full-time  women  workers,  all 
Ceylonese,  assist  the  church's  superintendent.  Methodist  efforts  in  Ceylon 
were  begun  145  years  ago  by  missionaries  from  Great  Britain.  (RNS  photo) 


DR.  RALPH  W.  DECKER 


Director  Named  for 
Dept,  of  Secondary 
And  Higher  Ed. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Ralph  W.  Decker,  president  of 
Wyoming  Seminary,  a  Methodist 
secondary  school  at  Kingston,  Pa., 
will  become  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Secondary  and  Higher 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Education  here  about 
September  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  Nash¬ 
ville,  general  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education’s  Division 
of  Educational  Institutions,  of 
which  the  Department  of  Secon¬ 
dary  and  Higher  Education  is  a 
part 

Dr.  Decker  will  succeed  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke,  who  resigned 
last  year  to  become  dean  of  the 
college  of  arts  and  sciences  of 
Southwestern  University,  George¬ 
town,  Texas. 

In  his  new  position,  Dr.  Decker 
will  work  closely  with  the  116  col¬ 
leges,  universities,  secondary 
schools,  and  other  institutions  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education. 

Dr.  Decker,  a  native  of  Dunmore, 
Pa.,  has  been  president  of  Wyom¬ 
ing  Seminary  since  1950.  He  was 
on  the  faculty  of  Boston  University 
for  about  ten  years  and  before  that 
was  professor  of  Bible  and  philoso¬ 
phy  at  Union  College,  Barbourville, 
Ky.  A  Methodist  minister,  he  has 
served  as  pastor  of  churches  in 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
University  Senate  of  The  Methodist 
Church  for  the  past  six  years. 

Dr.  Decker  has  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  three  de¬ 
grees  from  Boston  University — 
master  of  arts,  bachelor  of  sacred 
theology,  and  doctor  of  philosophy. 
He  also  has  done  graduate  work  at 
Wesleyan,  University  of  Berlin,  and 
Harvard. 

He  and  Mrs.  Decker  have  one 
son. 
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200  Complete 
Bible  TV  Course 
For  College  Credit 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — More 
than  200  students  took  final  exam¬ 
inations  here  in  the  first  Bible 
course  ever  offered  over  television 
for  college  credit. 

Most  of  the  students  who  had 
watched  the  hour-long  lectures  by 
Professor  Edward  W.  Bowman  of 
American  University  each  Saturday 
on  Station  WMAL-TV,  Washing¬ 
ton,  passed  the  course  and  received 
two  hours  of  credit  which  they  can 
apply  toward  a  degree  at  American 
University,  a  Methodist  institution, 
if  they  so  desire. 

Meanwhile,  more  than  2,000  per¬ 
sons  watching  the  telecourse  on 
the  “Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus’’ 
paid  for  study  outlines  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  course  and  over  100 
showed  up  to  take  the  final  exam¬ 
inations,  without  credit,  just  to  see 
how  they  did. 

When  the  Bible  course  started  on 
television,  the  university  and  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  printed  up  500 
study  outlines  to  sell  at  $2.00  apiece 
and  hoped  for  the  best.  They  got 
almost  1,000  orders  for  the  outlines 
after  the  first  program.  Before  the 
course  was  over  about  2,200  out¬ 
lines  had  been  sold.  More  than  750 
persons  turned  out  for  the  class’ 
first  field  trip,  a  visit  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Cathedral  (Episcopal).  Nearly 
1,000  showed  up  for  the  second  field 
trip,  a  visit  to  the  National  Gallery 
of  Art  to  see  its  religious  paintings. 

A  Navy  officer,  Cmdr.  John  Neff, 
of  Arlington,  Va.,  aide  to  the  Chief 
of  Naval  Operations,  scored  100  to 
get  the  class’  top  grade.  The  com¬ 
mander,  an  active  Methodist  lay¬ 
man,  said  he  found  the  study  stim¬ 
ulating. 


Cleveland’s  First 
Religious  Radio 
Station  A  Success 

Cleveland,  O.  (RNS)  — This  area’s 
first  all-religious  radio  station  has 
been  “wonderfully  accepted”  in  the 
first  six  months  of  operation  and 
the  FM  station  is  looking  forward 
to  a  long  and  fruitful  ministry. 

John  M.  Rader,  manager  of  the 
“Good  News  Station”  WCRF-FM, 
said  he  had  been  prepared  to  work 
“at  least  a  year  or  two”  before  his 
station  was  fully  settled,  with  a 
steady  and  enthusiastic  audience. 

“It  has  been  a  thrilling  exper¬ 
ience  to  pass  the  test  in  only  six 
months,”  he  said.  “We  have  been 
extremely  fortunate  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  has  accepted  us  so 
completely.  It  certainly  speaks  well 
of  the  pastors  in  the  area.” 

WCRF-FM,  is  a  daytime  and  ear¬ 
ly  evening  operation.  It  is  on  the 
air  60  hours  a  week,  offering  a 
carefully  prepared  schedule  of 
news  broadcasts,  sacred  and  classi¬ 
cal  music,  Bible  study  programs, 
missionary  information,  public 
service  programs,  and  programs 
aimed  at  story-minded  children 
and  teen-agers. 

Mr.  Rader  emphasized  that 
WCRF-FM  is  completely  nonde- 
nominational.  “In  the  group  that 
worked  nearly  five  years  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  ground  for  this  station, 
there  were  trustees  from  Methodist, 
Baptist,  Brethren,  Presbyterian  and 
Episcopal  churches,”  he  said. 


United  Nations,  N.  Y.  (RNS)— WORLD  ATTENTION  FOCUSED  ON 
REFUGEE  YEAR.  The  symbol  of  the  World  Refugee  Year,  a  refugee  pro¬ 
tected  by  sheltering  hands  surrounded  by  the  laurel  wreath  of  the  United 
Nations  insignia,  rests  on  a  backdrop  of  some  of  the  124,000  homeless  and 
displaced  persons  who  will  be  helped  by  the  observance.  One  of  the  major 
purposes  of  the  Year,  which  starts  in  June,  is  to  stimulate  the  interest  of 
governments,  religious  bodies  and  the  community  in  general  in  meeting  what 
promises  to  be  a  pressing  issue  for  many  long  years  to  come.  The  Year  was 
proclaimed  under  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  UN  General  Assembly  last 
December.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  2,500,000  refugees  throughout 
Europe,  North  Africa,  the  Middle  and  Far  East.  (RNS  photo) 


Survey  Shows 

Status  of  Women  in  Religious  Work 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Women  college  graduates  of  the  class  of 
1957  who  went  into  religious  work  received  an  average  starting  salary  of 
$3,167  a  year,  the  Women’s  Bureau  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  re¬ 
ported  here. 

The  survey,  published  under  the  title  “First  Jobs  of  College  Women” 
was  based  on  reports  of  63,945  women  graduates  from  representative  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  throughout  the  nation. 


Of  this  group,  370  went  into  full¬ 
time  religious  work  upon  gradua¬ 
tion.  They  received  salaries  that 
averaged  almost  20  per  cent  less 
than  those  of  their  classmates,  as 
a  whole. 

The  average  starting  salary  for ' 
all  women  college  graduates  was 
$3,739,  the  report  indicated.  The 
only  groups  receiving  less  pay  than 
religious  workers  were  those  who 
took  jobs  as  retail  sales  clerks  and 
typists. 

In  comparison,  women  who  were 
employed  as  chemists  earned  an 
average  starting  salary  of  $4,847 
and  those  working  as  mathemeti- 
cians  and  statisticians  earned  $4,675. 
Those  who  entered  the  teaching 
field,  as  did  more  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  women  graduates,  earned  an 
average  starting  salary  of  $3,799. 

The  survey  showed  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  college  women  who  entered 
religious  work  sharply  declined  in 
1957,  as  compared  with  the  gradu¬ 


ating  class  of  1956  in  which  615 
women  took  such  church  positions. 
The  average  starting  salary  earned 
by  graduates  of  the  class  of  1956 
was  $2,960  a  year. 


The  stresses  and  strains  of  modern 
living  and  what  the  church  can  do 
to  relieve  them  were  the  subject  of 
a  recent  all-day  workshop  for  clergy 
and  laymen  in  St.  Joseph,  Michigan. 
Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Ber¬ 
rien  County  Council  of  Churches, 
church  and  community  leaders 
heard  experts  on  mental  health  dis¬ 
cuss  various  aspects  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Discussion  groups  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  psychiatrist,  an  edu¬ 
cator,  a  sociologist  and  a  minister. 
“There’s  not  enough  of  the  philos¬ 
ophy  of  salvation,  forgiveness  and 
redemption  in  our  thinking  today,” 
Dr.  Granger  Westberg  told  the  as¬ 
sembly  in  his  keynote  address. 
Professor  at  Chicago  Theological 


Church  Social 
Welfare  Lauded  for 
Stressing  Families 

San  Francisco  (RNS)  — Churches 
were  lauded  here  by  a  New  York 
City  child  welfare  official  for  their 
role  in  guiding  public  social  work 
towards  the  benefit  of  families  in¬ 
stead  of  individuals. 

Miss  Helen  Hallinan,  child  wel¬ 
fare  assistant  director  of  the  New 
York  Youth  Board,  told  the  Church 
Conference  of  Social  Work  that 
while  public  welfare  programs  con¬ 
centrate  on  individuals  who  seek 
help  for  their  problems,  religious 
agencies  follow  the  “fundamental 
missionary  concept  of  the  church 
by  going  out  to  people.” 

Families  with  many  problems 
“although  numerically  small  con¬ 
tribute  overwhelmingly  to  the  com¬ 
munity’s  problems,”  Miss  Hallinan 
said.  Such  families,  as  units,  are 
frequently  overlooked  by  public 
agencies  dealing  mainly  with  indi¬ 
vidual  persons,  she  observed. 

The  youth  board,  she  continued, 
has  recognized  this  problem  and 
the  fact  that  the  church’s  natural 
concept  of  “reaching  out”  has 
proved  an  effective  means  for  help¬ 
ing  them.  She  said  the  board  con¬ 
tracts  with  religious  family  and 
child  welfare  agencies  for  the  needs 
of  troubled  children  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

One  of  the  chief  functions  such 
church  agencies  perform  in  dealing 
with  “multi-problem”  families,  Miss 
Hallinan  pointed  out,  is  to  co-ordi¬ 
nate  the  services  of  all  the  various 
family  public  welfare  agencies. 
Previous  experience,  she  said, 
showed  that  the  various  agencies’ 
independent  activity  frequently 
caused  “unfortunate  fragmentation 
of  both  services  and  people.” 

Under  the  new  program,  using 
the  services  of  religious  and  other 
private  welfare  groups,  she  ex¬ 
plained,  “one  agency  is  asked  to 
assume  primary  responsibility  for 
co-ordination  of  the  family  serv¬ 
ices.” 

Miss  Lena  J.  Martin,  child  wel¬ 
fare  director,  Methodist  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  told  the  for¬ 
um  that  many  church-related  agen¬ 
cies  “have  moved  in  to  help  fill 
gaps  in  community  services  for  dis¬ 
turbed  children.” 


A  Story  About 

Apartheid 

And  The  Church 

Capetown,  So.  Africa  (RNS)  — 
Religious  organizations  in  South 
Africa  are  circulating  a  story  which 
they  claim  is  authentic  and  reveals 
the  ridiculousness  of  racial  segre¬ 
gation  in  churches. 

According  to  the  story,  an  offi¬ 
cial  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Cape¬ 
town  accosted  a  Negro  Zulu  enter¬ 
ing  the  building  and  sternly  asked: 
“Don’t  you  know  this  church  is  for 
whites  only?” 

The  Zulu  replied:  “I’m  going  in 
only  to  sweep  the  church,  sir.” 

“That’s  all  right  then,”  the  offi¬ 
cial  said,  “but  Heaven  help  you  if 
I  catch  you  praying.” 


Seminary,  Dr.  Westberg  analyzed 
causes  of  indifference  to  the  church, 
psychological  conflicts  due  to  our 
pace  of  living,  and  the  demands 
made  on  everyone  by  community 
living. 
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Editorials 


More  On  The  Local  Church 

WE  suggested  editorially  last  week  that  Methodist  leaders 
would  do  well  to  continue  next  quadrennium  the  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  local  church,  an  emphasis  in  force  during  the 
present  quadrennium,  1956-60.  We  would  like  to  explore  further 
this  point.  Consider,  for  instance,  the  possibility  that  without 
strengthening  more  the  local  church,  there  would  be  a  lessening  of 
effectiveness  of  Methodism  in  its  overall  program. 

•  While  the  General  Conference  of  Methodism  is  its  legislative 
and  policy  making  body,  and  the  annual  conference  is  the  basic  or¬ 
ganizational  working  unit,  no  one  would  argue  that  most  of  the 
actual  basic  work  of  Methodism  is  done  anywhere  else  but  in  local 
churches.  Most  of  the  real  battles  are  won  and  lost,  persons  are 
reached  for  Christ  and  the  Church,  religious  training  is  provided, 
attitudes  are  formed,  resources  are  provided,  all  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  local  church. 

Missions  in  distant  lands  are  an  extension  of  work  being  done 
in  local  churches,  and  largely  with  resources  provided  at  local 
church  altars.  Statements  and  positions  reflecting  a  point  of  view 
of  those  constituting  a  general  or  annual  conference  may  be  made, 
but  their  real  worth  is  measured  in  terms  of  agreements  by  the 
rank  and  file  of  local  church  members  throughout  the  Methodist 
connection. 

The  great  boards  and  agencies  of  Methodism  which  carry  out 
program  and  policy  of  the  church  are  basically  an  extension  of 
Methodist  local  churches  working  efficiently  to  accomplish  what 
single  Methodist  churches  cannot  do  separately  (General  Board  of 
Temperance  and  General  Board  of  Missions,  for  example),  or  to 
help  local  churches  improve  their  own  efficiency  on  the  local  church 
level  (General  Board  of  Evangelism  and  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  for  example).  One  cannot  question  the  high  level  of  work 
done  by  these  general  agencies  of  the  church,  but  one  must  not  for¬ 
get  that  their  work  would  not  be  possible  were  it  not  for  local 
churches. 

More  local  churches  and  members  of  local  churches  need  a 
greater  vision  and  challenge  of  what  the  church  is,  its  divine  mis¬ 
sion  among  men,  and  its  infinite  possibilities.  A  quadrennium  de¬ 
voted  to  these  ends,  we  believe,  would  inspire  Methodist  people  as 
nothing  else.  Out  of  such  a  challenge,  the  witness  of  the  Church 
would  become  more  effective  in  all  areas  of  life.  Without  this  em¬ 
phasis,  without  a  deeper  understanding  of  Methodism  and  the 
Church’s  mission,  this  witness  could  very  well  be  less  effective. 

Young  People  Attend  Conference 

YOUTH  had  its  day  last  week  at  the  Little  Rock  Conference, 
with  hundreds  of  Methodist  youth  from  the  southern  half  of 
Arkansas  in  attendance  at  the  Wednesday  morning  confer¬ 
ence  business  session.  The  Bishop  was  conducting  the  opening 
devotional  service,  elections  of  General  and  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  were  being  held,  reports  were  being  presented, 
leaders  were  speaking  to  reports,  great  causes  and  interests  of  the 
church’s  program  were  being  highlighted.  Youth  were  getting  a 
first  hand  impression  of  an  annual  conference  at  work. 

Later  in  the  day  in  conversation  with  one  of  the  young  persons, 
she  answered  my  question  about  youth’s  impression  of  an  annual 
conference  by  saying,  “The  conference  was  great.  Every  Method¬ 
ist  ought  to  attend  at  least  one  annual  conference  session,  if  for 
nothing  else  than  to  see  what  it  is  like.” 

One  could  wish  that  every  Methodist  could  have  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  shared  by  so  many  Methodist  youth  last  week  in  Hot 
Springs.  Conference  leaders  of  youth  were  wise  to  plan  this  day 
for  youth,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  conference  was  delighted  to 
have  such  a  large  group  of  young  people  share  a  day’s  session. 


"preach 

THE  WORD; 

' '  BE  URGENT  IN 
SEASON, OUT  OF  SEASON 

jrm.+z 


7 Tie  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  rlamm 

The  Church  That  Shall  Prosper 


Change  In  Assembly1 s  Superintendency 

WESTERN  Methodist  Assembly  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  Fayette¬ 
ville  has  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  its  leadership 
throughout  its  almost  40  years  of  service.  Because  of  its 
leadership,  the  value  of  the  Assembly  program  has  been  immeasur¬ 
ably  increased.  The  Assembly  now  has  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  program,  serving  as  the  focal 
point  of  leadership  training  during  the  summer  months.  Many  of 
the  church’s  program  areas  are  now  using  its  facilities  to  further 
development  of  leaders  for  more  effective  work  on  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  level  and  in  local  churches. 

Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  retiring  superintendent  of  the  Assembly, 
has  served  the  Assembly  and  the  Jurisdiction  well.  Under  his 
leadership  numbers  of  needed  physical  improvements  have  been 
made,  and  the  Assembly  has  come  to  have  a  recognized  place  in 
Jurisdictional  affairs.  Methodism  owes  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hook  a  word 
of  sincere  gratitude  for  their  nine  years  of  fine  service. 

Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzel  of  Searcy  is  the  new  superintendent,  his 
assignment  to  this  responsibility  having  become  effective  June  1. 
Rev.  Mr.  Kaetzel  has  behind  him  a  number  of  years  as  a  successful 
pastor  and  district  superintendent.  His  talent  as  a  builder  and  ad¬ 
ministrator  ably  commends  him  to  his  new  task.  He  envisions  an 
even  greater  Assembly  with  still  other  physical  improvements 
which  will  increase  the  Assembly’s  service  to  the  Jurisdiction. 
Through  his  leadership  the  Assembly  will  become  even  more 
widely  known,  as  it  certainly  deserves  to  be.  The  Assembly  trustees 
are  to  be  commended  in  their  selection  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kaetzel 
for  their  new  leaders,  and  we  believe  that  the  Assembly  is  fortunate 
to  have  the  services  of  this  fine  couple  for  this  responsibility. 
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REV.  GEORGE  WILSON,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches,  was  guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
worship  service  of  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  May  24.  Dr.  A. 
M.  Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MAYOR  deLESSEPS  MORRISON,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  June  3  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church.  He  spoke 
on  “The  Middle  East,  a  Potential  Danger  Zone.” 
“Ladies  Night”  was  observed  at  this  meeting. 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker  is  the  newly  assigned 
pastor  to  the  Gretna  Church. 

REV.  DON  ALVERSON,  pastor  of  the  Napoleon 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  speaker  on  the  Foundations  for  Life 
radio  program  on  Sunday,  June  14,  at  9:05  a.m. 
This  program  is  sponsored  by  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  and  is  heard 
each  Sunday  over  radio  station  WWL. 

REV.  RICHARD  HOFFPAUIR  of  Gueydan,  a 
student  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  is  the  associate  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette.  A  reception  was  given  after 
the  evening  worship  service  on  Sunday,  June  7, 
in  the  social  hall  of  the  church  honoring  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hoffpauir.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  the  pastor. 

A  SERVICE  for  the  breaking  of  ground  at  St. 

Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  May  19,  with  Bishop  Paul  E. 
E.  Martin  presiding.  Others  assisting  in  the 
ceremony  were  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  superintendent 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District;  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton, 
superintendent  of  the  Lafayette  District;  and 
Rev.  John  Winn,  the  pastor. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON  reported  on  his  recent 
visit  to  Methodist  Hospitals  in  Africa  at  a 
Family  Night  meeting  of  the  Park  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Tuesday  night, 
June  2.  Dr.  Mason  also  showed  pictures  of  his 
trip.  The  supper  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  church.  Rev.  George  W.  Dam- 
eron  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

JAMES  SIMMONS  is  the  new  director  of  music 
at  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport.  He  is  a  graduate  from  Louisiana 
Polytechnic  Institute,  Ruston,  receiving  a  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Arts  degree  in  Music.  Mr.  Simmons  at¬ 
tended  L.S.U.  where  he  earned  his  Master  of 
Music  Education  degree.  He  has  directed  church 
choirs  in  Natchitoches  and  Bossier  City.  Rev. 
Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SUNDRA  EDWARDS  was  the  speaker  at  the 
evening  worship  service  of  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  '  on  Sunday, 
May  31.  Officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 


Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guilds  were  installed,  and  Life  Membership 
pins  were  given.  A  reception  was  held  following 
the  service.  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  M.  JACOCKS,  associate  pastor  of  The 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
preached  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
church  on  Sunday,  May  31.  A  reception  was 
held  in  the  church  parlor  following  the  service 
honoring  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jacocks.  Dr.  J.  Hen¬ 
ry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jacocks  is  the  newly  appointed  pastor 
of  the  Aurora  Gardens  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  E.  NOLAN  were 
honored  at  a  reception  held  in  the  church 
parlor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
Sunday  afternoon,  May  31.  The  W.S.C.S.  and 
the  Aldersgate  Sunday  School  Class  served  as 
hosts  and  hostesses  for  the  occasion.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Nolan,  associate  pastor  of  the  church  was 
assigned  a  pastor  of  the  Memorial  and  Beekman 
Methodist  Churches  at  the  annual  conference. 
Dr.  George  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  W.  F.  PLEDGER  of  Centenary  College, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Jonesboro  Method¬ 
ist  Church  on  Tuesday  night,  May  26.  Dr.  Pled¬ 
ger  spoke  on  “Impediments  to  Progress  in  India.” 
He  served  as  missionray  to  India  for  eleven 
years.  According  to  a  report  from  Herman  L. 
Bass,  president  of  the  club,  Dr.  Pledger’s  mes¬ 
sage  was  very  informative  and  enlightening  and 
well  presented.  Elmo  Cox  and  Sandy  Knobloch 
rendered  piano  solos. 

REV.  CARL  E.  KEIGHTLEY,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Irving,  Texas,  has  been  appointed 
editor  of  the  Texas  Christian  Advocate,  with 
headquarters  in  Dallas.  He  replaced  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  Fisher  Simpson  upon  his  retirement  June 
1.  Dr.  Simpson  has  served  as  Advocate  editor 
and  director  of  Texas  Methodist  Information  for 
the  past  10  years.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Keightley  is  a 
native  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  graduate 
of  Hendrix  College.  Mrs.  Keightley  is  also  a 
native  Arkansan,  the  former  Miss  Julia  Delle 
Stevenson  of  North  Little  Rock  and  Conway. 

NEWLY  ELECTED  officers  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Elysian  Fields 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  are:  president, 
Johnie  Petre;  vice-president,  Jimmie  Hansard; 
secretary,  Diana  Conner;  treasurer,  Milton  Gut- 
tierrez;  MYFund  treasurer,  Martha  Richardson; 
publicity,  John  Graham;  program  area  chair¬ 
man:  Faith,  Russell  Richardson;  Fellowship, 
Sanders  Weaver;  Citizen  chairman,  Randy  Bol¬ 
linger;  Outreach  chairman,  Jerry  Speer;  and 


Witness,  Early  Cook.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is 
the  pastor. 

REV.  OSCAR  E.  CLOYD  arrived  last  week  to 
assume,  for  the  second  consecutive  summer, 
his  responsibilities  as  Minister  to  Youth  in  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Cloyd  accom¬ 
panied  her  husband  who  for  the  past  nine  months 
has  been  a  student  in  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Cloyd  is  the  former  Martha  Turner 
of  Shreveport,  and  is,  like  her  husband,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Cloyd  preached  at  the  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Rayville  Church  on  Sunday,  June  7. 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  the  pastor. 

Rev.  ben  f.  Youngblood,  Mrs.  l.  w.  Pei- 
ton  and  Reisor  L.  McKinnon  were  honored 
at  a  reception  at  the  Mangum  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday  evening,  May 
31.  The  reception  was  held  following  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Youngblood 
has  been  apopinted  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Church  to  the  Kailua  Community 
Church,  Kailua,  Hawaii.  Mrs.  Peyton  will  leave 
June  15  for  Tripoli,  Lybia,  and  Mr.  McKinnon 
will  retire  as  the  church  treasurer  after  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  service.  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  the 
pastor. 

DR  BERT  BURGOYNE,  psychiatrist  and  med¬ 
ical  director  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Guidance 
Center,  spoke  at  the  Denham  Springs  Methodist 
Church  recently  on  emotional  growth  and  ma¬ 
turity.  He  appeared  in  connection  with  a  study 
being  made  by  the  couple’s  class  on  "Christian 
Family  Living,”  based  on  Bishop  Hazen  Werner’s 
book.  Dr.  Burgoyne  spends  a  third  of  his  time 
dealing  with  children  and  their  problems,  and 
he  specializes  in  psychosomatic  medicine.  Ogden 
Hall  presided  at  the  evening  meeting.  Leonard 
Thomas,  lay  leader,  was  in  charge  of  the  study. 
Rev.  Ned  Stout  is  pastor. 

DONALD  G.  HERVEY,  high  school  valedic¬ 
torian  at  Stonewall  High  School,  Shreveport, 
has  been  named  winner  of  a  four-year  tuition 
scholarship  at  the  Illinois  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy,  according  to  Orville  S.  Carpenter,  Texas 
Eastern  Transmission  Corporation  president.  The 
Institute  of  Gas  Technology,  of  which  Texas 
Eastern  is  a  member,  is  sponsoring  the  scholar¬ 
ship.  Donald  is  the  son  of  H.  C.  Hervey,  insur¬ 
ance  manager  of  Texas  Eastern  offices  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  won  the  scholarship  after  competing 
with  sons  of  other  Texas  Eastern  employes,  all 
of  whom  are  seniors  in  high  school.  Donald  is  a 
member  of  the  Stonewall  Methodist  Church. 

OFFICERS  elected  for  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Eunice,  are 
as  follows:  president,  Robert  Bidez;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  H.  G.  Wade;  secretary,  James  Darby;  and 
treasurer,  John  Cottrell.  Teachers  elected  for 
the  Men’s  Bible  Class  are  as  follows:  (to  teach 
one  quarter  of  the  year  each)  A.  F.  McBride, 
Kirby  Simmons,  and  Matt  Vernon.  Ernest  Rus¬ 
sell  was  elected  the  substitute  teacher.  Officers 
of  the  Official  Board  are:  chairman,  Milton 
Johnson;  vice-chairman,  Sam  Cox;  secretary, 
E.  C.  Andrus;  and  treasurer,  Walter  Miller. 
All  of  the  above  were  elected  to  serve  for  the 
conference  year  1959-60.  Rev.  Wilson  Watson  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

JOINT  INSTALLATION  of  officers  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  Louisiana  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  was  held  at 
the  church  Wednesday  evening,  May  12.  Miss 
Claire  McKinnon,  retiring  president  of  the 
W.S.C.S.,  was  installing  officer.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  following  the  installation  for 
the  late  Mrs.  Fred  Hollier,  Mrs.  Lote  Thistle- 
thwaite  and  Miss  Nell  Bridges.  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Franques  conducted  the  memorial  and  Jane  Ellen 
Moise,  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Hollier,  was  solo¬ 
ist.  Officers  installed  were:  W.S.C.S.  president, 
Mrs.  Richard  Lamson;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Felix 
Dezauche;  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Moise;  and  treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  Herschell  McLeod.  W.S.G.  officers: 
Mrs.  Louis  Soileau,  president;  Mrs.  Willis  Pres¬ 
cott,  vice-president;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Dorsey,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Fairley,  treasurer.  Rev. 
R.  E.  Walton  is  the  pastor. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


June  is  the  month  of  commencements.  Another  crop  of  graduates 
will  hear  advice  about  facing  the  future. 

We  might  ask  what  good  it  does  to  face  the  future,  since  we  can¬ 
not  see  into  it.  None  of  us  knows  what  will  happen  to  him  in  five 
years  or  in  the  next  five  minutes.  Back  in  the  Old  Testament  is  a 
writer  called  Ecclesiastes.  His  book  is  so  pessimistic  that  readers 
sometimes  wonder  why  it  was  included  in  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
But  its  inclusion  is  a  proof  that  religious  faith  does  not  spring  from 
mere  wishful  thinking.  Running  almost  like  a  refrain  through  the 
chapters  of  Ecclesiastes  is  this  question:  “Who  can  tell  a  man  what 
shall  be  after  him  under  the  sun?” 


Physically  we  all  look  forward  as  we  move  through  space.  We 
walk  naturally  going  forward  than  backward.  We  can  use  our  hands 
better  in  front  of  us  than  behind  us. 

But  in  our  movement  through  time,  we  can  only  see  what  is  be¬ 
side  us  in  the  present  and  behind  us  in  the  past.  We  advance  into 
the  future  like  a  man  rowing  a  boat,  with  his  back  to  the  prow.  The 
ancients,  in  their  desire  to  pierce  the  curtain  of  the  future,  resorted 
to  oracles  and  fortunetellers. 


We  of  the  scientific  age  have  pretty  well  graduated  from  fortune¬ 
telling,  but  we  are  just  as  eager  as  the  ancients  to  know  what  is  ahead. 
In  fact,  the  faster  the  pace  of  living,  the  more  desperately  we  desire 
to  see  into  the  future.  We  pay  a  few  cents  for  the  daily  paper  which 
gives  yesterday’s  news,  but  some  men  would  gladly  pay  thousands  of 
dollars  for  today’s  paper  if  it  could  furnish  tomorrow’s  market  prices. 
What  would  parents  not  give  to  know  what  will  happen  to  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  1960? 


Yet  we  do  turn  to  certain  persons  in  the  belief  that  they  can  tell 
us  some  things  about  the  future.  We  turn,  for  instance  to  the  scien¬ 
tists.  We  trust  them  when  they  tell  us  what  time  the  tide  will  be 
a  flood  in  Charlestown  or  San  Francisco  a  year  from  today.  They 
can  tell  us  to  the  minute  when  the  sun  will  rise  at  Chicago  and  New¬ 
ark  ten  years  from  today.  And  I  stand  in  veritable  awe  at  the  ability 
of  the  astronomers  to  predict  months  in  advance  the  precise  moment 
and  place  a  solar  eclipse  will  be  visible. 

We  live  in  a  universe  of  such  dependable  physical  laws  that  we 
can  discern  future  developments  with  a  great  deal  of  certainty.  But 
man  himself  is  a  spirit.  And  we  do  not  know  at  what  moment  his 
spirit  may  leave  his  body.  Nor  can  we  foretell  with  precision  what 
course  his  freedom  will  take. 


Yet  with  all  the  uncertainties  of  life  we  are  not  left  wholly  with¬ 
out  guidance  as  to  the  future.  History  does  not  repeat  itself,  but  it 
does  reveal  the  sequence  of  cause  and  effect.  Life  is  a  game  but  it  is 
not  a  lottery.  And  there  are  seers  like  the  Old  Testament  prophets 
and  the  Christ,  whose  depth  of  insight  becomes  akin  to  foresight. 

We  have  a  saying:  “Expect  the  best,  prepare  for  the  worst  and 
take  what  comes.”  There  is  balanced  judgment  in  these  words.  They 
warn  us  against  that  Pollyanna  optimism  Which  refuses  to  face  stern 
realities.  I  had  a  church  treasurer  once  who  saw  everything  with 
such  rosy  optimism  that  he  left  our  church  budgets  in  the  red. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  must  remember  that  it  is  hard  to  keep 
expecting  the  best  when  we  think  too  much  about  preparing  for  the 
worst  We  live  so  much  these  days  in  the  atmosphere  of  distrust  and 
fear  that  we  spend  far  more  effort  in  preparing  for  the  bad  than  for 

the  good. 

In  our  national  life  when  we  speak  of  “preparedness  we  refer 
to  the  billions  raised  for  defense  against  those  who  would  do  us  harm. 
And  we  must  realize  there  are  gangsters  and  dictators  in  the  world 
who  are  not  restrained  by  reason.  We  must  make  some  preparation 
against  them. 

But  when  governments  spend  scores  of  billions  preparing  to  fight 
other  nations  and  only  trifling  sums  learning  how  to  cooperate  with 
other  nations,  they  are  breeding  further  dangers.  When  we  impute 
to  other  people  motives  lower  than  our  own,  we  tend  to  lower  our 
own  motives.  When  we  think  primarily  of  preparing  against  the 
worst  in  others,  we  tend  to  bring  out  their  worst. 

More  people  are  fooled  by  their  doubts  and  fears  than  by  their 
hopes  and  faith.  Let  us  not  be  fooled. 


"You're  just  supposed  to  pass  the  plate,  Hodg¬ 
kins,  not  appeal  to  their  conscience." 


The 


Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  World  of  Open  Doors 

The  casual  reader  of  the  news¬ 
paper  may  come  sometimes  to  the 
conclusion  that  our  country  has 
very  few  friends  among  the  world 
family  of  nations.  Judging  from 
the  publicity  that  we  see  and  hear 
many  times,  we  sometimes  draw 
the  conclusion  that  we  are  doing 
many  things  for  many  nations  and 
hardly  receiving  any  appreciation 
for  what  we  do.  What  we  must  not 
forget  is  that  the  lurid  and  evil  are 
always  more  “news”  than  the 
pleasant  and  good.  And  we  erring 
humans  want  to  read  or  see  all 
about  the  sordid  doings  of  the  race. 
Having  seen  them,  though,  we  too 
often  are  prone  to  draw  conclusions 
that  everything  and  everybody  is 
bad  .  .  .  that  times  “Ain’t  what 
they  used  to  be.” 

Fortunately,  the  bad  news  in  the 
world  is  not  all  of  the  news.  Un¬ 
derneath  the  tumult  and  the  shout¬ 
ing  there  is  always  a  hard  core  of 
people  who  are  seeking  earnestly 
for  a  means  of  doing  more  good 
to  their  fellow-man.  A  part  of  our 
job  as  Christians  is  to  find  these 
people,  then  encourage  them  and, 
if  possible,  to  add  to  their  numbers 
by  exhorting  others  to  follow  their 
example.  In  addition  to  this,  there 
are  millions  of  people  in  other 
countries  who  would ,  like  to  know 
more  about  better  farming,  better 
health,  better  schools,  better  med¬ 
ical  attention,  etc.  These  desires 
on  the  part  of  so  many  people  con¬ 
stitute  the  “open  doors”  of  the 
world,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned. 

Every  Christian  who  has 
travelled  in  other  nations  can  see 
how  many  “open  doors”  there  are 
in  the  world.  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  is 


an  outstanding  example.  In  case 
you  did  not  know  it,  this  is  the 
fastest-growing  city  in  the  world. 
But  under  the  teeming  exterior 
that  is  Sao  Paulo  today,  there  is  a 
hunger  for  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
that  is  not  being  met.  They  are 
anxious  to  hear  more  about  a  brand 
of  Christianity  that  would  show 
them  how  a  person  can  live  his 
faith  in  the  “business”  of  daily  liv¬ 
ing.  Their  hearts’  doors  are  open 
to  Christian  missions  ...  At  the 
other  end  of  the  Western  Hemis¬ 
phere  is  Alaska,  coming  alive  with 
her  new  joy  of  becoming  a  member 
of  the  family  of  States.  With  the 
beginning  of  our  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Alaska  there  will  be 
even  wider  open  doors  of  accep¬ 
tance  offered  to  Christianity.  Every 
frontier  country  needs  a  vigorous 
Christian  approach  to  its  spiritual 
needs.  Alaska  certainly  needs  this 
.  The  Belgian  Congo  is  probably 
the  greatest  challenge  to  Christian 
missions  in  the  world. 

What  should  we  do  for  these  bil¬ 
lions  who  need  both  physical  and 
Spiritual  food?  Jesus  once  said  that 
“Of  him  who  has  much  will  be 
much  required.”  We  often  wonder 
why  we  are  not  making  friends 
with  other  nations  as  much  as  we 
wish.  Probably  the  answer  would 
be  that  we  review  our  whole  con¬ 
cept  of  Christian  missions,  both  at 
home  and  overseas.  A  greater  sense 
of  financial  stewardship  may  be  a 
part  of  the  answer.  After  all,  we 
have  not  given  at  all  sacrificially 
as  a  church.  Why  not  start  a  one- 
person  campaign  for  tithing?  Why 
not  work  on  only  one  person  .  .  . 
yourself. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching/’  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  For  June  21,  1959:  SERVE  BY  SHARING 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  2  CHRONICLES,  CHAPTERS  17,  19  and  20. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Take  heed  what  you  do,  for  there  is  no  perversion  of 
justice  with  the  LORD  our  God,  or  partiality,  or  taking  bribes.  2  Chroni¬ 
cles  19:7  (RSV) 


Last  Sunday  we  studied  about  Naaman  the 
leper,  captain  of  the  armies  of  Syria.  In  the 
lesson  we  had  the  record  of  Naaman  going  to 
Elisha  for  healing.  He  was  commanded  to  wash 
seven  times  in  the  river  of  Jordan,  if  he  would 
be  healed.  After  some  delay,  Naaman  obeyed 
the  prophet  and  was  healed.  The  setting  of  that 
lesson  was  in  the  Kingdom  of  Israel. 

Our  lesson  today  has  its  locale  in  the  kingdom 
of  Judah  at  a  time  not  too  far  distant  from  the 
time  of  last  Sunday’s  lesson. 

Jehoshaphat,  who  succeeded  his  father  Asa 
as  king  in  Judah,  is  the  principal  character  in  to¬ 
day’s  lesson.  Jehoshaphat  is  described  as  a  good 
king  and  wise  leader  politically  and  religiously. 
He  was  the  fourth  king  of  Judah  after  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Solomon.  He  was  thirty- 
five  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign  and  he 
reigned  for  twenty-five  years.  One  great  mis¬ 
sion  of  his  life  was  to  call  his  people  back  to 
the  worship  of  Jehovah.  During  his  reign,  he 
made  peace  with  Ahab,  king  of  Israel.  His  son 
Jehoram  married  the  daughter  of  Ahab. 

In  the  chapter  just  preceding  the  one  from 
which  our  lesson  text  is  taken,  we  are  told  of  the 
alliance  Jehoshaphat  made  with  Ahab.  We  are 
told  also  how  Ahab  induced  him  to  join  in  a 
war  against  Romoth-gilead.  Ahab  was  killed  in 
the  battle  which  followed  and  Jehoshaphat  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  in  Jerusalem.  On  his  return 
to  Jerusalem,  he  was  rebuked  by  Jehu,  son  of 
the  seer  Hanani  for  joining  forces  with  such  a 
king  as  Ahab. 

Our  lesson  text  begins  with  the  statement, 
“And  Jehoshaphat  dwelt  in  Jerusalem.”  This 
seems  to  be  a  nice  way  of  saying  that  Jehosha¬ 
phat  stayed  at  home  and  looked  after  the  affairs 
of  his  own  kingdom  instead  of  joining  in  wars 
against  nations  about  him. 

A  King  Turns  Evangelist 

We  are  told,  in  the  first  verse  of  our  lesson 
text,  that  Jehoshaphat  “Went  out  again  through 
the  people  from  Beer-sheba  to  mount  Ephraim, 
and  brought  them  back  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers."  Mount  Ephraim  was  just  north 
of  the  northern  boundary  of  Judah  and  Beer- 
sheba  was  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  Judah. 
Hence  it  was  that  Jehoshaphat  went  from  one 
end  of  his  kingdom  to  the  other  in  what  seemed 
to  be  a  great  evangelistic  campaign,  calling  his 
people  back  from  their  worship  of  idol  gods  to 
the  worship  of  the  true  God. 

It  is  a  great  thing  for  preachers,  with  unusual 
evangelistic  powers,  to  go  about  calling  men  to 
repentance  and  to  the  worship  and  service  of 
God.  It  must  have  been  a  thrilling  experience 
for  the  inhabitants  of  Judah  to  find  their  king 
taking  such  an  active  leadership  in  matters  re¬ 
ligious. 

The  secret  of  the  success  of  Jehoshaphat,  in 
this  personal  campaign  to  restore  the  worship 
of  Jehovah,  is  found  in  2  Chronicles  17:3-4. 
“And  the  Lord  was  with  Jehoshaphat,  because 
he  walked  in  the  first  ways  of  his  father  David, 
and  sought  not  unto  Baalim;  but  sought  to  the 
Lord  God  of  his  father,  and  walked  in  his  com¬ 
mandments,  and  not  after  the  doings  of  Israel.” 
Personal  righteousness  gave  power  to  his  ap¬ 
peals  to  his  people  to  return  to  the  worship  of 
the  God  of  their  fathers. 

Worship  of  Johovah  Restored  in  Judah 

Possibly  the  greatest  problem  that  faced  the 
prophets  of  Judah  and  the  religious  minded  kings 
of  Judah  was  the  tendency  of  the  Jews  to  turn 


to  the  gods  of  the  natives  of  Palestine  in  their 
worship.  It  was  necessary  again  and  again  for 
some  religious  leader  to  draw  the  line  between 
the  worship  of  idol  gods  and  the  worship  of  the 
Jehovah  God. 

Moses  found  it  necessary,  more  than  once, 
to  call  the  Israelites  back  from  the  worship  of 
idols  to  the  worship  of  God.  After  Joshua  had 
led  the  children  of  Israel  into  the  promised  land 
and  had  conquered  much  of  the  territory,  we 
find  him  in  his  farewell  address  to  his  people 
saying,  “Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve; 
whether  the  gods  which  your  fathers  served  that 
were  on  the  other  side  of  the  flood,  or  the  gods 
of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye  dwell,  but 
as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.” 
It  was  a  constant  battle  to  keep  Israel  from 
serving  false  gods. 

We  may  feel  that  this  was  a  strange  situation 
when  we  find  the  Hebrew  children  so  ready  to 
follow  after  strange  gods  despite  their  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  fact  that  it  was  God  who  had  de¬ 
livered  them  from  Egypt  and  made  of  them  a 
great  people. 

If  the  matter  puzzles  us  too  much,  we  should 
look  about  us  today  and  realize  that,  in  our  en¬ 
lightened  day,  we  are  more  prone  to  idol  wor¬ 
ship  than  were  the  children  of  -Israel  in  the  long 
ago.  Our  God  today  is  that  interest  which  we 
have  put  at  the  center  of  our  lives  around  which 
our  lives  revolve  and  to  which  we  give  our  first 
concern,  whether  that  God  be  the  true  God  or 
the  god  of  business,  ambition,  pleasure,  money 
or  one  of  the  many  other  interests  of  life  about 
which  some  lives  revolve.  There  are  multiplied 
millions  of  people  today  who  need  a  “Jehosha¬ 
phat”  to  bring  “them  back  unto  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers.” 

A  Revival  Based  on  Religious  Education 

We  may  think  it  strange  that  Jehoshaphat 
could  have  such  an  influence  on  a  nation  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  his  appeal  that  they  return  to  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  Jehovah.  If  we  study  the  situation,  we 
will  discover  that  Jehoshaphat’s  success  did  not 
depend  altogether  on  his  own  personal  righteous¬ 
ness,  as  influential  as  that  may  have  been. 

In  2  Chronicles  17:7-9  we  find  another  basic 
reason  for  the  success  of  Jehoshaphat,  in  his 
appeal  to  his  people.  In  these  verses  we  are  told 
that  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  Jehoshaphat 
sent  his  princes  and  Levites  and  priests  through¬ 
out  Judah  “And  they  taught  in  Judah,  having 
the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  with  them;  and 
they  went  about  through  all  the  cities  of  Judah 
and  taught  the  people." 

As  a  result  of  this  period  of  special  training, 
the  inhabitants  of  Judah  had  fresh  in  their  minds 
something  of  their  obligations  to  the  Jehovah 
God  and  something  of  the  plan  of  life  he  had 
given  them  which  would  insure  His  continued 
blessings  and  leadership. 

It  is  not  enough  for  one  to  simply  be  taught 
the  plan  of  salvation  and  the  way  of  life  Jesus 
marked  out  for  Christian  living.  Having  been 
taught  the  way,  it  is  necessary,  through  a  per¬ 
sonal  appeal,  to  lead  one  to  a  definite  surrender 
of  his  life  to  the  way  of  life  he  has  learned  about. 
However,  some  form  of  Christian  education  is  a 
prerequisite  to  any  great  religious  awakening 
that  really  changes  life  and  character. 

Jehoshaphat,  in  the  long  ago,  seemed  to  be 
aware  of  that  fact.  Hence  before  he  went  out  in 
a  great  personal  appeal  for  his  people  to  come 
“back  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,"  he 
had  representatives  of  the  state,  the  layity  and 


the  church  to  go  throughout  Judah  with  a 
campaign  of  religious  education  in  order  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  people  for  an  intelligent  decision  when 
he  made  his  appeal. 

Jehoshaphat  Promotes  A  Political  Reform 

One  mark  of  a  successful  leader  is  his  will¬ 
ingness  and  ability  to  share  responsibilities  with 
others.  Hence  it  was  that  Jehoshaphat,  early  in 
his  reign,  “set  judges  in  the  land  throughout  all 
the  fenced  cities.”  He  did  not  attempt,  through 
dictatorial  powers,  to  direct  all  the  affairs  of 
Judah. 

Conditions  had  arisen  in  the  development  of 
the  Hebrew  people  which  made  such  a  political 
reform  necessary.  In  the  early  life  of  the  Is¬ 
raelites  great  power  was  exercised  by  the  head 
of  a  household  or  family.  The  head  of  a  family 
might  mean  the  father  or  grandfather  who 
wielded  an  influence  in  many  branches  of  the 
same  family. 

When  matters  could  not  be  settled  within 
the  family,  an  appeal  might  be  made  to  tribal 
leaders.  Under  the  judges,  if  tribal  leaders  could 
not  settle  the  dispute,  an  appeal  could  be  made 
to  the  judges.  When  kings  came  to  rule,  final 
appeals  could  be  made  to  the  king. 

With  the  growth  of  cities  family  authority 
and  tribal  rule  seemed  to  break  down.  Strong 
centers  had  a  tendency  to  run  their  own  af¬ 
fairs  independent  of  tribal  leaders.  Under  such 
circumstances,  other  measures  had  to  be  taken. 
Jehoshaphat’s  solution  to  the  problem  was  to 
have  judges,  appointed  by  the  king,  to  live  in 
the  fenced  cities  and  be  the  king’s  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  settlement  of  disputes. 

Rules  For  Judges  in  Fenced  Cities 

The  selection  of  judges  in  this  political  re¬ 
form  was  done  with  great  care.  There  were  per¬ 
sonal  requirements  the  judges  must  meet  and 
legal  rules  they  must  follow  in  exercising  their 
authority. 

(1)  First  of  all  the  judge  must  recognize  that 
he  is  not  responsible  to  men  for  his  actions  as 
judge;  he  was  not  responsible  even  to  the  king. 
He  must  realize  that  he  was  acting  for  the  Lord 
in.  the  decisions  he  made. 

(2)  He  must  “Let  the  fear  of  the  Lord”  be 
upon  him.  He  must  himself  be  a  man  who  rec¬ 
ognized  God  as  the  supreme  authority  in  all 
things. 

(3)  In  his  decisions  there  was  to  be  no  in¬ 
equity  or  injustice.  All  decisions,  so  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  must  be  fair  and  just. 

(4)  In  making  his  decisions,  the  judge  must, 
like  the  Lord,  be  no  respector  of  persons.  All 
people  before  him  must  stand  on  a  common 
level  and  be  judged  by  the  law  and  evidence. 

(5)  Even  in  that  early  day  there  seemed  to 
be  those  who  would  short  circuit  justice  by  the 
giving  or  receiving  of  bribes.  The  judges  Jeho¬ 
shaphat  appointed  must  be  free  from  such  evils. 

A  Supreme  Court  in  Jerusalem 

Jehoshaphat  took  another  step  in  order  to 
make  this  political  reform  effective.  In  Jerusa¬ 
lem  itself,  he  set  up  what  might  be  called  a  Su¬ 
preme  Court  to  which  appeals  might  be  made 
from  the  judges  in  the  cities.  Appeals  might  be 
made  even  from  this  central  body  to  the  king, 
if  necessary.  However,  there  was  always  hope 
that  somewhere  along  the  line  the  differences 
could  be  adjusted  without  bothering  the  king. 

Here  also  Jehoshaphat  exercised  care  and 
good  judgement  in  setting  up  this  judicial  body 
in  Jerusalem.  Verse  eight  of  our  lesson  text 
reads,  “Moreover  in  Jerusalem  Jehoshaphat  ap¬ 
pointed  certain  Levites  and  priests  and  heads  of 
families  of  Israel  to  give  judgement  for  the  Lord 
and  decide  disputed  cases.”  (RSV) 

The  members  of  this  group  must  act  “In  the 
fear  of  the  Lord.”  They  must  be  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  and  act  “with  a  per¬ 
fect  heart.”  It  was  also  their  responsibility  also 
to  “instruct”  (RSV)  those  who  appeared  before 
them.  In  it  all  they  were  to* “Deal  courageously” 
with  all  matters  that  came  before  them. 

"The  Lord  Shall  Be  With  The  Good" 

Assurance  was  given  these  leaders  then,  as 
it  is  now,  that  the  everlasting  arms  of  Gods  are 
to  be  about  and  beneath  those  who  do  His  will. 
When  God  commanded  Moses  to  go  into  Egypt  to 
deliver  the  Israelites  He  added  “Certainly  I  will 
be  with  thee.”  When  Jesus  commanded  His  dis¬ 
ciples  to  evangelize  the  world,  His  promise  ac¬ 
companied  the  command,  “Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 
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Little  Rock  Conference  Appointments  For  1959 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 

T.  T.  McNeal,  Dist.  Supt.  5 
Amity— John  Walker  1 
Arkandelphia  Ct. — Lloyd  Perry  1 
Arkadelphia  Churches — 

First — J.  Edward  Dunlap  2 
St.  Andrew — John  McKnight  2 
Bismarck — David  Cavnor  1 
Dalark  Ct. — W.  A.  Lea  3 
Delight  Ct  — A.  J.  Lightfoot  1 
Fountain  Lake-Oma — Connie  Robbins  3 
Friendship  Ct. — W.  M.  Crow  3 
Glenwood — Elmo  Knoch  1 
Gurdon — Joe  R.  Phillips.  Jr.  2 
Hot  Springs  Ct  — W.  H.  Watson  1 
Hot  Springs  Churches — 

First  Fred  R.  Harrison  2 
Grand  Ave. — Alfred  I.  Doss  4 
Pastor  Emeritus — J.  D.  Baker 
Oaklawn — Clyde  T.  Parsons  4 
Pullman  Heights — Doyle  T.  Rowe  1 
Tigert-Morning  Star— Don  Williams  1 
Malvern  Churches — 

First — Virgil  D.  Keeley  2 
Keith — Marvin  Wilkins  1 
St.  Pauls — Allan  E.  Hilliard  2 
Mt.  Ida — Joe  W.  Hunter  3 
Murfreesboro — Robert  W.  Johnson  2 
Okolona  Ct. — A.  E.  Mcllveene  1 
Point  Cedar-Sweet  Home — T.B.S. 

Piney  Grove-Gardner — J.  C.  Van  Horn  2 
Rockport — Robert  Orr  2 
Shorewood  Hills — John  Rushing  1 
Sparkman — W.  Braska  Savage  3 
District  Assignments 
Iliff  School  of  Theology — Russell  Brown 
Wesley  Foundation  Director — John  O.  Al¬ 
ston 

Director  of  Stewardship — A.  F.  Weaver 
Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — W.  Bras¬ 
ka  Savage 

Director  of  Evangelism — Alfred  I.  Doss 
Director  of  Temperance — Allan  E.  Hilliard 
District  Missionary  Secretary — Virgil  D. 
Keeley 

Commissioner  of  Children’s  Home— J.  H. 
Lookadoo 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Army— Howard  Cox 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Army — Winslow  Brown 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Army — Gerald  K.  Hilton 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 
W.  Neill  Hart,  Dist.  Supt.  5 
Bearden — Carr  Dee  Racop  1 
Bradley— Myron  C.  Pearce  1 
Buckner  Ct. — Giles  B.  Pixley  2 
Calion-Quinn — Earl  DeVasier  1 
Camden  Churches — 

First — Roy  I.  Bagley  1 
Fairview — Marion  W.  Miller  5 
New  Church — Howard  B.  Childs  1 
Timothy-Westside — Winston  Hudnall  4 
Chidester  Ct. — William  D.  Elliott  1 
Columbia  Ct. — Larry  Nicholson  2 
Dumas-Lisbon — Oscar  L.  Haire  6 
El  Dorado  Churches — 

Centennial-Bethel — John  T.  Bolding  5 
First — Cecil  R.  Culver  5 
Associate — Doyne  E.  Graham  1 
New  Church — Ben  A.  Russell  1 
St.  Lukes — W.  S.  Cazort  6 
Vantrease— Herman  D.  Ginther  1 
Emerson  Ct. — C.  B.  Harris  10 
Harmony  Grove — Claud  R.  Roy  2 
Holly  Springs  Ct. — Waymon  Keel  2 
Huttig-Bolding — Albert  M.  Elder  1 
Junction  City — George  W.  Warren  1 
Lewisville — David  M.  Hankins  4 
Louann  Ct. — Robert  Jackson  2 
Magnolia  Churches — 

First — C.  Ray  Hozendorf  7 
Jackson  Street — John  W.  Lindsay  4 
Magnolia  Ct. — C.  B.  Harris  10 
Marysville-Fredonia — Dewitt  Harbeson  1 
McNeil-Shiloh — Elbert  Marlar  5 
Norphlet — Ralph  S.  Mann  2 
Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove — N  0  e  1 
Cross  3 

Smackover — Harold  D.  Sadler  5 
Stamps — Harold  K.  Davis  2 
Stephens — Virgil  C.  Bell  1 
Strong — T.B.S. 

Taylor-Welcome — James  Ford  3 
Union-Rhodes  Chapel — Ernest  E.  Hays  2 
Village  Ct. — Eugene  Gilliam  2 
Waldo-Willisville — Rayford  L.  Diffee  5 
Wesley  Foundation  Director — George  A. 
Tanner 

District  Assignments 

Golden  Cross  Director — Rayford  L.  Diffee 
Deaconess — Miss  Mary  Joyce  Horton,  Co¬ 
lumbia  County  Rural  Worker 
Director  of  Stewardship — Cecil  R.  Culver 
Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — M.  W. 
Miller 

Director  of  Evangelism — C.  Ray  Hozendorf 
Director  of  Temperance — Harold  K.  Davis 
Director  of  TRAFCO — Roy  I.  Bagley 
District  Missionary  Secretary — John  Lind- 


Commissioner  Methodist  Children's  Home — 
R  Burney  Wilson 


Student, 

Perkins 

School 

of 

Theology- 

Carl  Eddie  Beard 

Student, 

Perkins 

School 

of 

Theology — 

Edwin 

C.  Blythe, 

Jr. 

Student, 

Perkins 

School 

of 

Theology — 

Benjamin  Gee  Hines 


HOPE  DISTRICT 

Robert  B.  Moore,  Dist.  Supt.  4 
Ashdown — A.  C.  Carraway  2 
Bingen  Ct. — P.  D.  Alston  2 
Blevin  Ct.— J.  R.  Callicott  2 
Boyd-Fouke — Bun  Gantz  5 
Center  Point  Ct. — Bruce  Bean  2 
DeQueen — Fred  L.  Arnold  4 
Dierks-Green’s  Chapel — W.  Ralph  Evans  1 
Doddridge  Ct. — L.  D.  Yates  1 
Emmet  Ct. — Dewey  L.  McCauley  1 
Foreman-Wade’s  Chapel — Clyde  Swift  1 
Garland-Pleasant  Hill — Estel  W.  Adcock  3 
Hatfield  Ct. — James  A.  Simpson  1 


Hope — Rufus  F.  Sorrells  2 
Horatio  Ct. — Charles  E.  Messer  3 
Lockesburg— Omma  L.  Daniel  2 
Lockesburg  Ct.— Omma  L.  Daniel  2 
Mena — Elbert  Jean  1 
Mena  Ct. — Weldon  Rye  4 
Mineral  Springs— E.  T.  McAfee  2 
Mountain  View,  Shady  Grove— H.  W.  Wor¬ 
thy  2 

Nashville — Everett  Vinson  1 
Prescott — Alfred  DeBlack  4 
Prescott  Ct. — L.  O.  Lee  7 
Rondo  Ct. — James  E.  Robken  2 
Springhill  Ct. — James  Shaddox  3 
Texarkana  Churches— 

College  Hill— Cagle  Fair  1 
Fairview— James  Robert  Scott  1 
Few  Memorial — W.  R.  Johnson  1 
First — Arthur  Terry  2 
Washington  Circuit— W.  P.  Walker  1 
Winthrop  Ct.— W.  C.  Onstead  1 
District  Assignments 

Student.  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
Jack  R.  Wallace 

Student.  Perkins  School  of  Theology- 
William  C.  Gentry 

Director  of  Stewardship — Arthur  Terry 
Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — Rufus 
Sorrells 

Director  of  Evangelism — Everett  Vinson 
Director  of  Temperance — Cagle  Fair 
Director  of  TRAFCO— A.  C.  Carraway 
Commissioner  Methodist  Childrens  Home— 
John  Wilson 

Missionary  Secretary — Fred  L.  Arnold 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 

E.  D.  Galloway,  Dist.  Supt.  2 
Austin  Ct. — Luther  Beasley  1 
Bauxite — Clint  W.  Good  6 
Benton  Churches — 

First — John  M.  McCormack  1 
New  Hope-Point  View — Cecil  Gill  6 
Park  View — Edward  H.  Hollenbeck  2 
Bethlehem  Ct. — J.  R.  Martin  5 
Bryant-Mount  Carmel — Robt.  A.  Regnier  2 
Carlisle — Osborne  White  1 
Des  Arc-New  Bethel — Kenneth  M.  Goode  2 
Hamilton — H.  DeVane  Baldridge  3 
Hazen-De  Vails  Bluff— George  G.  Kerr  1 
Hickory  Plains  Ct.— Maurice  E.  Adkins  2 
Little  Rock  Churches — 

Asbury— Otto  W.  Teague  2 
Associate — Jon  Henry  Thompson  1 
Capitol  View — Orrie  L.  Thompson  4 
Douglasville — John  B.  Hays  4 
First — Aubrey  G.  Walton  lfc 
Associate — George  E.  Stewart  4 
Geyer  Springs — Robt.  W.  Trieschmann  5 
Henderson— Roland  E.  Darrow  2 
Highland— W.  D.  Golden  1 
Hunter — Curtis  Williams  1 
Markham — John  B.  Ross  1 
Mt.  Pleasant — Louis  W.  Averitt  2 
Oak  Forest — M.  E.  Scott  1 
Pulaski  Heights — J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  12 
Associate — Lonnie  Sibley  1 
St.  Luke — Bryan  Stephens  1 
St.  Mark — B.  B.  Bargar  1 
St.  Paul — Charles  W.  Richards  9 
Trinity — Maurice  C.  Webb  1 
Twenty-Eighth  St. — O.  W.  Hoover  1 
Winfield — J.  Ralph  Clayton  2 
Lonoke-Eagle — W.  R.  Burks  8 
Mabelvale — Woodrow  W.  Smith  1 
Mt.  View-Martindale — W.  Roy  Jordan  1 
Pride  Valley — W.  P.  Fiser  1 
Primrose — Gerald  K.  Fincher  1 
Roland — Stacy  Ollar  1 
Salem-Congo — George  W.  Martin  1 


Sardis-Bethel — Robert  L.  Riggin  3 
Traskwood-Ebenezer— William  Carrol  Che- 
nault  3 

Special  Appointments  with  annuity: 
Executive  Director,  Christian  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Arkansas — William  E.  Brown 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Education— 
Roy  E.  Fawcett 

Superintendent  Methodist  Children's  Home 
— Connor  Morehead 

Executive  Secretary,  Town  and  Country 
Commission — James  E.  Major 
Conference  Treasurer— Louis  W.  Averitt 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Ed¬ 
mund  Dean 

Student,  Vanderbilt  University — John  Cam- 
mel  English 

Student,  Northwestern  University — Ernest 
R.  Nipper 

Student,  Vanderbilt  School  of  Religion— E. 
E.  Efird 

Special  Appointments  without  annuity: 
President,  Hendrix  College— Marshall  T. 
Steel 

Director  Development,  Southern  Methodist 
University— J.  Edwin  Keith 
Missionary  to  Japan— William  M.  Elder 
Professor  National  Theological  Seminary — 
Charles  W.  Baughman 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force— Jeff  E.  Davis 
Chaplain.  U.  S.  Air  Force— Ralph  Van- 
landingham 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Army— Gerry  C.  Dean 
District  Assignments 

Director  of  Stewardship— J.  Ralph  Clayton 
Director  Arkansas  Methodist— John  B. 
Hays 

Director  of  Evangelism— Otto  W.  Teague 
Director  of  Temperance— Robt.  W.  Triesch¬ 
mann 

Director  of  TRAFCO— M.  E.  Scott 
Missionary  Secretary— Chas.  W.  Richards 
Commissioner  Methodist  Children’s  Home— 
E.  E.  Ashbaugh 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 

Kenneth  L.  Spore,  Dist.  Supt.  5 
Arkansas  City — Herston  R.  Holland  1 
Crossett — Clint  M.  Atchley  1 
Crossett  Ct. — Wayman  Mann  1 
Dermott — Robert  B.  Moore,  Jr.  2 
Drew  Ct. — O.  E.  Holmes  1 
Dumas — Harould  Scott  4 
Eudora — W.  H.  Sanders  1 
Fordyce — A.  J.  Christie  4 
Fountain  Hill  Ct.— W.  E.  West  2 
Good  Hope — Mouzon  Mann  2 
Gould — Harould  Scott  3 
Hamburg — Guy  C.  Ames  2 
Hampton-Harrell — Irl  Lancaster  1 
Hermitage  Ct. — E.  Guy  Wilson  5 
Kingsland  Ct. — Arthur  White  1 
Lake  Village — Charles  G.  Ashcraft  4 
McGehee  Churches — 

First — Herston  R.  Holland  2 
Wesley — Sammy  Farrell  4 
Monticello — Robert  O.  Beck  2 
Martin’s  Chapel — Richard  Poss  1 
Portland-Montrose — Van  W.  Harrell  2 
Star  City — John  P.  Miles  1 
Thornton  Circuit— H.  R.  Nabors  4 
Tillar  Ct.— W.  W.  Barron  1 
Warren  Churches — 

First — Mouzon  Mann  2 
Trinity — James  Beck  1 
Watson-Kelso — George  C.  Bailey  3 
Wilmar  Ct. — C.  E.  Lawrence  1 
Wilmot-Parkdale — James  R.  Sewell  3 
District  Assignments 
Director  of  TRAFCO — Chas.  G.  Ashcraft 


Director  of  Stewardship — Robert  O.  Beck 
Director  of  Temperance — John  P.  Miles 
Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — Clint  M. 
Atchley 

Commissioner  of  Children’s  Home — R.  B. 
Newcome 

Missionary  Secretary — Guy  C.  Ames 
Director  of  Evangelism — Robert  B.  Moore, 
Jr. 

Manager  Camp  Keener — Harould  Scott 
Student,  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School — Edgar 
Outlaw,  Jr. 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
James  Samuel  Taylor 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Navy — Hal  R.  Sessions 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 

E.  Clifton  Rule,  Dist.  Supt.  6 

Almyra — Harold  Wright  2 

Altheimer-Wabbaseka — Chas.  E.  Ramsay  2 

Bayou  Meto — Claude  Clark  3 

Carthage  Ct. — Hursel  Richert  2 

De  Witt — Howard  Williams  2 

England — Kirvin  A.  Hale  4 

Gillett — D.  James  McCammon  2 

Glendale  Ct. — James  Scudder  3 

Grady-Trinity — Palmer  Garner  1 

Humphrey-Humnoke— Eugene  Rushing  2 

Keo— John  L.  Hoover  4 

Leola — Robert  S.  Beasley  2 

Little  Prairie  Ct.— Ira  M.  Mitchell  3 

Pine  Bluff  Churches — 

Carr  Memorial — Fred  H.  Arnold  1 
First— W.  O.  Byrd  5 
Good  Faith — C.  Everette  Patton  2 
Hawley — George  E.  Reutz  4 
Lakeside — John  B.  Hefley  1 
St.  Luke-Center  Grove— Carlos  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  3 

Sulphur  Springs— A.  C.  Rogers  3 
Wesley — Clint  D.  Burleson  3 
Whitehall — Curtis  E.  Monroe  8 
Rison-Mount  Carmel — Louis  Mulkey  2 
Roe  Ct. — W.  Darrell  Bone  4 
Rowell  Ct. — Elam  Turner  6 
St.  Charles — Robert  Kirkwood  3 
Sheridan — Horace  M.  Grogan  3 
Sherrill-Tomberlin-Tucker — W.  T.  Bone  3 
Stuttgart  Churches — 

First — Irl  Bridenthal  1 
Grand  Avenue — Vernon  Chalfant  4 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Navy — Withers  M.  Moore 
District  Assignments 
Director  of  Stewardship — Paul  Jones 
Director  of  Evangelism— Irl  Bridenthal 
Director  of  Temperance — Fred  H.  Arnold 
Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — Kirvin 
Hale 

Missionary  Secretary— Vernon  Chalfant 
Commissioner  Arkansas  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home — J.  M.  Spicer 


TRANSFERRED  IN 

Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  Elder,  from  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference 

Roy  I.  Bagley,  Elder,  from  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 

Fred  M.  Holt,  Jr.,  On  Trial,  to  the  North 
West  Texas  Conference 

Glenn  H.  Morrison,  On  Trial,  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference 

Robert  Edwin  Langley,  On  Trial,  to  the 
North  Texas  Conference 

James  Dell  Keith,  On  Trial,  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference 

John  W.  Hassler,  Elder,  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference 

Francis  A.  Buddin,  Elder,  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference 


Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin  of  Paragould,  center  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  annual  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening  during  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  annual  session.  Rev.  James  E.  Major 


of  Little  Rock,  left,  executive  secretary  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  and  Rev.  C.  Ray  Hozendorf 
of  Magnolia,  chairman  of  the  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission  are  shown  with  Rev.  Mr.  Gatlin. 


Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


announcement  made 

ON  MT.  SEQUOYAH 
SUMMER  MEETINGS 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Week-end. 

June  22-27,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 

Woman’s  Society  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

July  9-13,  Directors  of  Christian 
Education  Jurisdictional  Workshop. 

July  12-24,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 

Leadership  Training  School. 

July  20-23,  Willson  Lectureship. 
July  28-31,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 

j  Conferences  on  Christian  Social  Re¬ 
lations. 

August  3-6,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 

Conference  on  Evangelism. 

August  7-14,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Work¬ 
shop. 

August  18-19,  Annual  Meeting  of 
Western  Methodist  Assembly  Board 
of  Trustees. 

August  19,  Dedication  of  the  Paul 
and  Mildred  Martin  Building. 

August  18-21,  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 
Missionary  Conference  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Board  of  Missions  Meet- 
i  ing. 

August  21-23,  Local  Church 
Chairmen  Commission  on  Missions 
Workshop. 

Among  improvements  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year  on  the  assembly 
grounds  is  the  addition  of  an  in¬ 
firmary,  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Willson  of  Floydada,  Texas. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little 
Rock  is  chairman  of  the  assembly’s 
|  board  of  trustees.  The  board  has 
representatives  from  each  of  the 
eight  states  in  the  South  Central 
I  Jurisdiction. 

Central  Airlines  announced  that 
those  persons  flying  into  the 
Fayetteville  airport  could  have 
limousine  service  to  Mt.  Sequoyah 
[  at  a  very  nominal  cost. 


PASTORS  CHANGED  IN 
ONE-THIRD  OF  CHURCHES 
OF  LITTLE  ROCK  CONF. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Other  Conference  Highlights 

Other  high  points  of  interest  in 
the  conference  session  included  a 
I  commissioning  service  for  Miss 
Helen  B.  Wilson,  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Texar- 
|  kana,  who  has  received  a  missionary 
i  assignment  in  Bolivia.  She  was 
commissioned  by  Bishop  Martin  at 
j  the  Friday  morning  session  and 
presented  to  the  conference  along 
j  with  Miss  Mary  Joyce  Horton,  dea- 
I  coness,  Columbia  County  Rural 
;  Worker,  Dale  Whitman  of  Malvern, 
missionary  to  Japan  for  a  three 
I  year  term,  and  Joe  Butcher  of  Mag¬ 
nolia,  who  will  serve  a  two  year 
I  term  as  a  home  missionary.  Later 
I  in  the  conference  session  Dr.  and 
;  Mrs.  R-  H.  Chappell  and  family  of 
Texarkana  were  presented  to  the 
I  conference.  Dr.  Chappell  a  patholo- 
I  gist,  with  his  wife  and  family,  will 
l  leave  shortly  for  India  where  they 
will  serve  two  years  in  medical  mis- 
I  sionary  work. 

Miss  Mary  Jane  Richmond  of 
j  Foreman  delivered  her  prize-win¬ 
ning  essay,  “Your  Drinking  Is  My 
I  Concern,”  at  the  youth  rally  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Others  plac- 
lng  in  the  contest  included  Mike 
Willis,  Jr.  of  Little  Rock  and  Mil¬ 
dred  Chastain  of  McGehee. 


Dr.  W.  E.  Brown,  pastor  for  the 
past  year  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Benton,  and  who  has  n6w 
assumed  duties  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Christian  Civic  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Arkansas,  delivered  an  ad¬ 
dress  on  Wednesday  morning  on 
Christian  Righteousness.  H  i  s  ad¬ 
dress  was  a  part  of  the  presentation 
and  report  by  the  conference  board 
of  Christian  Social  Relations. 

Another  highlight  was  the  report 
by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott  of  Little  Rock, 
conference  president  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  who  reported  on  the 
work  of  the  Woman’s  Society  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  Still  another 
highlight  was  the  report  of  the  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader,  Roland  M.  Shel¬ 
ton  of  Little  Rock. 

Special  dinners  held  during  the 
conference  session  included  a  ban¬ 
quet  on  Tuesday  evening  for  re¬ 
tired  ministers  and  wives  and  wid¬ 
ows  and  sponsored  by  conference 
Board  of  Pensions.  Rev.  R  o  s  c  o  e 
Walsh  of  Arkadelphia  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker.  Another  special  din¬ 
ner  was  the  annual  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Commission  banquet  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  at  which  time  Rev. 
J.  Albert  Gatlin  of  Paragould,  sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Paragould  Dis¬ 
trict  and  former  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference,  spoke. 

Actions  Taken 

Important  actions  taken  by  the 
conference  included: 

Voting  to  recommend  that  church¬ 
es  experiment  on  various  arrange¬ 
ments  in  pastoral  relationships 
among  groups  of  churches  and  min¬ 
isters  such  as  larger  parish  and 
group  ministry  programs.  Also  on 
recommendation  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Commission  the  conference 
voted  a  Church  Development  Pro¬ 
gram  in  which  a  rural  minister  and 
a  rural  church  of  the  year  would 
be  named. 

Deciding  to  continue  the  program 
of  stewardship  cultivation. 

Voting  that  the  conference  year 
1959-60  be  designated  as  a  year  of 
emphasis  on  church  extension,  with 
special  emphasis  being  given  to 
organizing  new  churches  and  de¬ 
veloping  further  the  1000  Club  pro¬ 
gram. 

Recommending,  on  a  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  conference  Board  of 
Hospital  and  Homes,  that  the  con¬ 
ference  consider  the  advisability 
setting  up  a  Home  For  the  Aged. 

Adopting  a  statement  by  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Christian  Relations 
which  called  for  strong  support  of 
the  public  school  system  and  op¬ 
posed  any  move  which  would  weak¬ 
en  the  public  school  system.  The 
statement  also  reasserted  the  right 
of  a  man  to  be  considered  innocent 
until  proven  guilty,  and  pointed  out 
that  alcohol  beverages,  narcotics  ad¬ 
diction,  gambling  and  obscene  lit¬ 
erature  are  detrimental  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  personality,  homes  and 
community. 

Electing  Miss  Irene  .  Thornton  of 
Hope  as  conference  director  of 
youth  work,  succeeding  Rev.  John 
Hassler,  who  was  transferred  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  assigned 
as  director  of  youth  activities  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles. 

Adopting  a  Wesley  Foundation 
program  which  calls  for  the  raising 
of  $517,000  for  capital  building  pur¬ 
poses  beginning  in  1960.  The  Little 
Rock  Conference  share  in  this  state 


wide  program  wili  be  $277,262,  with 
credit  being  given  in  districts  where 
money  has  already  been  raised  for 
Wesley  Foundation  buildings. 

Increasing  the  annuity  rate  for 
retired  ministers  from  $48  a  year 
to  $50  a  year.  The  rate  for  minis¬ 
ters  widows  and  retired  approved 
supply  was  set  at  $35. 

Voting  to  have  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  study  the  pastoral  salary 
situation  among  pastoral  charges 
receiving  supplemental  support 
from  the  conference  for  salary  pur¬ 
poses,  with  a  view  of  developing  an 
adequate  and  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  of  pastoral  support  amohg 
these  churches.  This  committee  will 
report  to  the  next  annual  confer¬ 
ence  session. 

Appropriating  $16,750  for  supple¬ 
menting  salaries  among  smaller 
churches,  and  $3,000  of  mission 
money  for  church  extension. 

Adopting  a  program  of  enlist¬ 
ment  recommended  by  the  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Evangelism,  which 
will  seek  to  enlist  every  church  and 
every  church  member  to  greater 
participation  in  worship  and  church 
programs;  and  which  would  seek  to 
enlist  those  outside  the  church  for 
Christ  and  the  church.  The  confer¬ 
ence  evangelism  board  also  encour¬ 
aged  every  church  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  set  a  specific  goal  for  addi¬ 
tions  on  profession  of  faith. 

Reelecting  of  Roland  M.  Shelton 
of  Little  Rock  as  conference  lay 
leader  and  deciding  to  hold  a  con¬ 
ference  wide  meeting  of  laymen  at 
Camp  Tanako  in  September. 

Unanimously  commending  highly 
the  leadership  and  administration  of 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  as  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  and 
requesting  his  reassignment  for  the 
quadrennial  1960-64. 

Memorializing  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  legislation  granting  accept¬ 
ed  supply  pastors  vote  in  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  on  all  matters  save 
those  pertaining  to  matters  of  min¬ 
isterial  status. 

Memorializing  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  legislation  which  would  ad¬ 
mit  certain  qualified  accepted  sup¬ 
ply  pastors  to  conference  member¬ 
ship  by  a  three-fourth  majority 
vote. 

Memorializing  General  Confer- 
ence  for  legislation  which  would 
permit  use  of  trust  and  endowment 
funds  for  loan  purposes  to  churches 
in  building  programs. 

Services  For  Commemoration 

The  annual  service  of  commemo¬ 
ration  for  ministers  and  their  wives 
or  widows  who  died  during  the  past 
year  was  held  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Stanley  T.  Baugh  of  Little  Rock. 
Rev.  Harold  Sadler  of  Smackover 
was  the  commemoration  speaker. 

Those  commemorated  included: 
Rev.  George  W.  Robertson  of  Sheri¬ 
dan;  Rev.  Robert  L.  Long  of  Cros- 
sett;  Rev.  A.  N.  Youngblood,  Nash¬ 
ville;  Rev.  A.  J.  Bearden,  Ashdown; 
Mrs.  A.  N.  Stonecipher,  Magnolia; 
and  Mrs.  V/.  P.  Campbell,  Amity. 

Conneciional  Interest 

The  following  persons  reported  on 
various  connectional  interest  of  the 
church:  Rev.  James  E.  Major  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Town  and 
Country  Commission;  Dr.  Connor 
Morehead  of  Little  Rock,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
Children’s  Home;  Rev.  Bates  Sturdy 


of  Booneville,  chaplain  at  State 
Sanatorium;  Dr.  Otis  Young  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  associate  publisher  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House;  John 
Bailey  of  Dallas,  Texas,  Methodist 
Publishing  House;  Dr.  W.  E.  Brown 
of  Little  Rock,  executive  director  of 
the  Christian  Civic  Foundation  of 
Arkansas;  Dr.  Roy  E. '  Fawcett  of 
Little  Rock,  executive  secretary  of 
the  conference  Board  of  Education; 
Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel  of  Conway, 
president  of  Hendrix  College;  Dr. 
A.  W.  Martin  of  Fayetteville,  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  director;  Rev.  James 
Robert  Scott  of  Texarkana,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  Arkansas  State 
Council  of  Churches;  .Rev.  E.  G. 
Kaetzell  of  Fayetteville,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Western  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly;  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Keith  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  Southern  Metho’dist 
University;  Dr.  M.  Lafayette  Harris 
of  Little  Rock,  president  of  Philan¬ 
der  Smith  College;  Mrs.  Jo  Ann 
Newby  of  Little  Rock  Methodist  In¬ 
formation;  and  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Way- 
land,  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Meth¬ 
odist. 

Changes  In  Ministerial  Status 

The  following  changes  in  minis¬ 
terial  relations  were  effected  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  session. 

Retired:  Rev.  H.  A.  F.  Ault  of 
Hermitage,  17  service  years;  Rev. 
H.  O.  Bolin  of  Little  Rock,  38  serv¬ 
ice  years;  Rev.  O.  E.  Holmes  of 
Monticello,  36  service  years;  Rev. 
W.  Roy  Jordan  of  Mt.  View,  30 
service  years. 

Received  On  Trial:  Carl  Eddie 
Beard,  Thomas  Irl  Lancaster,  Glen 
Hamilton  Morrison,  James  Shaddox, 
and  Marvin  Otto  Wilkins. 

Admitted  Into  Full  Connection: 
John  Overton  Alston,  William  Dar¬ 
rell  Bone,  Kenneth  Metz  Goode, 
Winston  Herschel  Hudnall,  Robert 
Edwin  Longley,  Lewis  Martin  Mul- 
key,  Connie  Alton  Robbins,  Benja¬ 
min  Alexander  Russell,  Jr.,  and 
George  A.  Tanner. 

Ordained  Deacons:  Carl  Eddie 
Beard,  John  T.  Bolding  (local),  Ben¬ 
jamin  S.  Hines,  William  Robert 
Johnson  (local),  Thomas  Irl  Lan¬ 
caster,  Glenn  Hamilton  Morrison, 
James  E.  Robbins,  and  William 
Carroll  Chenault  (local). 

Ordained  Elder:  John  Overton, 
W.  Darrell  Bone,  Cecil  Gill  (local), 
Charles  Elston  Messor  (local),  Cur¬ 
tis  Ellis  Monroe  (local),  Louis  Mar¬ 
tin  Mulkey,  and  Benjamin  Alexan¬ 
der  Russell,  Jr. 

Statistics 

Rev.  Louis  Averitt  of  Little  Rock, 
conference  treasurer  and  statis¬ 
tician,  reported  the  following  items 
of  interest,  reflecting  the  year’s 
program  in  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  churches: 

Total  full  membership,  85,001. 

Received  2,096  persons  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith. 

1,296  baptisms  reported. 

Preparatory  membership  now 
listed  as  4,016. 

Church  school  membership  now, 
59,897. 

Average  attendance  in  Sunday 
school  activities  reported  as  30,453. 

207  Woman’s  Society  with  mem¬ 
bership  including  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  12,243. 

58  chartered  Methodist  Men’s 
group  with  membership  of  3,428. 

Total  valuation  of  Methodist 
property  in  Little  Rock  Conference 
now  $19,198,827  with  an  indebted¬ 
ness  now  of  $1,955,092. 
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YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


The  young  people  of  Morningside  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La., 
recently  presented  a  pageant  during  the  Sunday  evening  worship  service. 
Entitled  ", It  I  Am  Lifted  Up,"  it  was  directed  by  Ronnie  Crawford,  who  also 
designed  and  made  the  costumes.  The  cast  included  Skip  Shaw,  Shirley 
Baldwin,  Carolyn  Baumeister,  Jennifer  Bowen,  Willis  Dear,  Bobby  Crittendon, 
Ann  Dear,  and  Billy  Broome.  Mrs.  Ruby  Critendon  served  as  adult  advisor. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Grand  Prairie 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Prairie  Sub-District  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  was  held  in 
Brasfield,  Arkansas,  on  May  18, 
1959. 

Brasfield  presented  a  film  on  “It’s 
your  Life.” 

The  officers  for  the  new  year 
were  installed.  Pat  Clyburn,  of 
Carlisle,  president;  Tommy  Dix 
Coyle,  of  H  a  z  e  n,  vice-president; 
Sharon  Goacher,  of  Hamilton,  treas¬ 
urer;  and  Patricia  Cunningham,  of 
Lonoke,  publicity  chairman.  Named 
to  head  the  various  program  areas 
were:  Roy  Flint,  Christian  Witness; 
Richard  Griffin,  Fellowship;  Rose 
Marie  Sims,  Outreach;  Phyllis  Kitt- 
ler,  Power  and  Concern;  Vicy 
Rhodes,  Christian  Faith;  G.  W. 
Moore,  Citizenship;  and  Mr.  Jab 
Ketchum,  of  Lonoke,  Counselor. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president,  Pat  Clyburn.  The 
secretary,  Susan  Sungay  read  the 
minutes.  There  were  seventy-one 
present  from  these  towns:  Lonoke, 
Carlisle,  Brasfield,  Hamilton,  Des 
Arc,  and  DeValls  Bluff. 

The  group  adjourned  with  the 
MYF  benediction. 


White  River 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  White  River  Sub-District  of 
the  Batesville  District  met  in  the 
Salem  Methodist  Church,  May  25. 
The  principal  speaker  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  was  Rev.  Robert  Howerton, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Mountain  Home.  Rev.  Mr.  How¬ 
erton  was  introduced  by  the  host 
pastor,  Rev.  H.  W.  Jinske.  K.  C. 
Jopling,  layman  from  the  Bull 
Shoals  Methodist  Church,  lead  the 
group  in  singing. 

After  the  speaking  and  singing 
Joey  Leslie  and  John  Erwin  con¬ 
ducted  a  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  Pledge  service.  Mr.  Erwin  was 


YOUTH  NEWS 

Gilbert 

The  Gilbert  MYF  held  their  an¬ 
nual  election  of  officers  on  Sunday 
evening,  May  10th,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  being  elected:  Skyla  Wiggers, 
president;  Vickie  Moore,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Nancy  Gardner,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Carolyn  McCoy,  reporter; 
Barbara  Emfinger,  MYFund. 

Installation  of  officers  was  held 
at  the  evening  worship  services  May 
31. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Harris 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Turner  hon¬ 
ored  the  Seniors  in  the  Gilbert 
Methodist  Choir  with  a  weiner 
roast  at  the  latter’s  home  in  Jigger 
on  Thursday  Night,  May  14th.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  weiner  roast  everyone 
was  invited  into  the  house  where 
the  group  singing  was  enjoyed.  All 
members  of  the  choir  were  invited 
to  attend. 


Winnsboro 

In  connection  with  "Be  Nice  to 
Shut-in  Week”  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Fellowship  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Winnsboro,  La.,  had 
a  party  in  the  Social  Hall  of  the 
church  Saturday,  May  16,  at  2:30 
p.m. 

The  children  met  at  the  church 
and  went  by  cars  to  visit  some  of 
the  shut-ins  of  the  church.  There 
they  sang  a  song,  said  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  and  talked  with  the  old 
people  awhile. 

Afterwards,  refreshments  were 
served  at  the  church  to  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Ellen  Walter,  Jan  Williamson, 
Jill  Sherman,  Buddy  Ethridge,  lone 
Ethridge,  Sharon  Naremore,  Pame¬ 
la  Price,  Kay  Carpenter,  C  h  e  r  i  e 
Griffin,  Ricky  Griffin,  Pam  Griffin, 
and  Muriel  Stapp. 


selected  by  the  group  to  take  the 
pledge  to  the  Conference  Youth  As¬ 
sembly  which  is  to  be  held  at  Hen¬ 
drix  College  June  2  to  6. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
Salem  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
in  Fellowship  Hall. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


The  Business  Men's  Class  of  the  Carlisle,  Arkansas,  Methodist  Church 
has  an  outstanding  record  of  service  down  through  the  years.  The  class  has 
an  enrollment  of  60  and  is  made  up  of  many  progressive  men  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  From  these  men  come  the  Official  Board,  the  Church  School  Of¬ 
ficers,  building  committees  and  by  their  systematic  giving  are  largely  re¬ 
sponsible  for  keeping  all  finances  paid  in  full. 

The  president  of  the  class  is  Charlie  Snider.  Royce  Arthurs  is  secretary- 
treasurer.  Also  pictured  in  the  group  is  Ernest  Allison,  adult  superintendent, 
Calvin  Heiss,  general  superintendent.  Rev.  O.  E.  Holmes,  pastor  of  the 
Carlisle  Church  and  Rev.  C.  R.  Andrews,  retired  minister,  who  is  serving  as 
teacher  of  the  class.  Rev.  Andrews  and  his  wife  have  resided  in  Carlisle 
since  last  June  and  are  appreciated  by  the  Methodist  people. 


LAST  CALL 

CONFERENCE  ON 

Church  School  Administration 

CAMP  BREWER — JUNE  27-28 
(Registration  Begins  12:30  Sat. — Con f.  Closes  1:30  Sun.) 

Dr.  Walter  Towner — Chief  Resource  Leader 

(From  General  Board  of  Education) 


Conference  Is  For: 

•  General  Church  School  Superintendents 

•  Chairmen,  Commission  on  Education 

•  Membership  Cultivation  Superintendents 

•  General  Secretary-Treasurers 

•  Directors  of  Christian  Education 
Send  these  officers  from  your  church. 

Special  training  for  planning  Fall  activities. 


Worship  —  Fellowship  —  Job  Study 

Tommy  Pitt,  Chairman;  St.  Paul's  Methodist  Church.  Monroe*. 

Joan  Richardson,  Program  Chairman;  St.  Paul's  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe. 

Bentley  Sloane.  Executive  Secretary;  Box  4156,  Shreveport 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


'tub:  .*-»  \s*tv 


ARKANSAS  -  LOUISIANA  AREA 


- 


Past  Presidents  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Tex-  Standing  left  to  right  are  Mrs.  A.  J.  Davi  ,  Miss 

arkana,  Ark.,  honored  seated  left  to  right  are  Mrs.  A.  R.  Annie  Claire  Atkinson,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Addison,  presently 
j  McKinney,  Sr.,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Arnold,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Newbold,  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  president;  Mrs.  Has  Owen,  Mrs. 
|present/y  serving  as  president;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Benge.  Hubert  Shull,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Oberthier. 


Texarkana  Society 
Conducts  Circle 
Changing  Program 

Honoring  past  presidents  and 
outgoing  circle  leaders,  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Texarkana,  Ark.,  conduct¬ 
ed  the  changing  of  the  circles  with 
a  beautiful  and  impressive  candle 
lighting  ceremony. 

Mrs.  Hayden  W.  Newbold,  who 
is  presently  serving  as  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Woman’s  Society  pre¬ 
sided  and  was  seated  at  the  past 
president’s  table,  which  was  cen¬ 
tered  with  a  globe  of  the  world, 
symbolic  of  the  world  service  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  and  a  large  burning 
candle  symbolic  of  the  Society. 

The  following  past  presidents 


were  introduced  and  each  told  of 
the  outstanding  achievements  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  that  they  were  in  of¬ 
fice:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Arnold,  1927-29; 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Benge,  1933-35—1952-53; 
Mrs.  A.  R.  McKinney,  1937-39;  Mrs. 
Has  Owens,  1940-44;  Miss  Annie 
Claire  Atkinson,  1944-46;  Mrs.  C. 
M.  Cooper,  1948-50;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Oberthier,  1959-52;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Dav¬ 
is,  1954-56;  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Shull, 
1956-58.  Mrs.  McKinney,  also  served 
as  the  first  president  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  in  1940-45. 

The  pastor,  Dr.  Arthur  Terry 
made  the  presentation  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  1  i  f  e-memberships:  Mrs. 
Harry  Walker,  Mrs.  B.  B.  McDon¬ 
ald,  Mrs.  Frank  Brown,  Mrs.  Y.  E. 
Montgomery,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGuire, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Addison,  who  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 
The  nine  circles  were  seated  at 


separate  tables  in  their  old  circles. 
At  the  time  for  the  change  of  cir¬ 
cles  each  circle  chairman  came  and 
lighted  her  candle  from  the  large 
burning  candle  at  the  past-presi¬ 
dent’s  table. 

Kenneth  Thompson,  minister  of 
music,  accompanied  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Chappell,  who  led  the  group  in 
singing. 

Mrs.  Martin  Watkins,  secretary 
of  Membership,  announced  the  new 
circle  chairmen,  as  follows:  Mrs.  I. 

D.  Elliott,  Mrs.  Luther  McClure, 
Miss  Annie  Claire  Atkinson,  Mrs. 

E.  B.  Collins,  Mrs.  H.  K.  Portrum, 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Dryden,  Mrs.  Zollie  Ben¬ 
nett,  Mrs.  Ross  McKinney,  Jr.,  and 
Mrs.  Calvin  Stevens. 

The  Rosalind  Circle  was  in 
charge  of  arrangements  and  decora¬ 
tions. 


Financial  Report 
North  Ark.  Conf. 

(CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  WEEK) 

Forrest  City  Dist.  Cont.- — Adult:  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Greenhaw,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Beauchamp,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Jennings,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Copeland, 
Marianna;  Mrs.  T.  D.  Hare,  Vanndale; 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Grubb,  Mrs.  James  Bledsoe, 
West  Memphis  (WSG);  Mrs.  Dayton  Sack¬ 
ed,  West  Memphis;  Mrs.  Oscie  Walker, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Groves,  Widener  Round  Pond; 
Mrs.  Arthur  Weeden,  Wynne.  Baby:  Nancy 
Ann  Baskin,  Christie  Ann  Laser,  Forrest 
City;  Dee  Ly brand  Tucker,  Hughes;  Cath¬ 
erine  Marie  Cole,  Marianna  (WSG);  Julia 
Ann  Robbins,  Jennifer  Leigh  Fogleman, 
Marion;  Cherye  Gladys  Thompson,  Vann¬ 
dale;  Jacqueline  Kay  Woodard,  West  Mem¬ 
phis  Rosewood;  Lee  Ann  Hemphill,  Carla 
Rene  Jackson,  West  Memphis. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT  —  Memorial: 
Jenny  Harriss,  Fort  Smith  First  (WSG). 
Adult:  Mrs.  Charlie  Gordon,  Mrs.  Sally 
Burrow,  Fort  Smith  District;  Mrs.  Tennie 
Cardan,  Booneville;  Mrs.  Herman  Cassat, 
Mrs.  Prentice  Ware,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Haralson, 
Mrs.  Dorsey  Yandell,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Stevenson,  Mrs.  Fay  Coogan,  Mrs.  Joe  H. 
Jamell,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Dickey,  Mrs.  Maurice 
Lm,lh.  Mrs.  B.  T.  Stanton,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Uavis  Sr.,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Butterly,  Mrs.  Tom 
lark,  Mrs.  Paul  Williams,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
'arger,  Mrs.  Frank  Harrison,  Mrs.  J. 
Jfed  Patton,  Mrs.  Morris  Henry,  Fort 
i  '*h  First;  Mrs.  Wendell  Johnson,  Mrs. 
?■  y  Simmons,  Mrs.  Polly  M.  Clark,  Miss 
ertrude  Neeley,  Fort  Smith  First  (WSG); 
■rs.  Bertha  Plummer,  Mrs.  Goldie  Sisco, 
Frances  Winter,  Mrs.  Harvey  Mar- 
‘n.  Mrs.  Pearl  Bell,  Fort  Smith  Goddard 
twbG);  Mrs.  E.  J.  Major,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
aruel,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Franklin,  Mrs.  Blanche 
awson,  Fort  Smith  Goddard;  Mrs,  Mabel 
;ewis,  Mrs.  C.  J.  Smith.  Mrs.  Earl  Bury, 
orl  Smith  Midland;  Mrs.  Arless  Fowler, 
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Mrs.  Homer  Roesler,  Fort  Smith  Midland 
(WSG);  Mrs.  Shelby  Mixon,  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Tays,  Fort  Smith  St.  Pauls;  Mrs.  Alice 
Maestri,  Mrs.  Vera  Bird,  Greenwood; 
Josephine  Maestri,  Greenwood  (WSG); 
Mrs.  Claud  Keifer,  Mrs.  Leonard  McLin, 
Mulberry;  Mrs.  R.  C.  Conaster,  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Long,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Jeffers,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Davis,  Ozark;  Mrs.  Frank  Slaughter,  Par¬ 
is;  Mrs.  A.  M.  McKennon,  Scranton:  Mrs. 
George  Evans,  St.  Johns.  Baby:  Vogel 
Faye  Roberts,  Booneville;  Melissa  Pearl 
Williams,  John  Leslie  Krohn,  Clarksville; 
Harriet  Abigail  Stanton,  Martin  Lee  War¬ 
ren,  Joy  Lynn  Berryman,  David  Carl  Eble, 
Stephen  Edward  Gately,  Stanley  Edwin 
Gately,  Ellen  Paul,  David  McKinney, 
Jamie  Collier,  Melissa  Lofton,  Cathy  Carol 
Childers,  Pamelia  Leamons,  John  Christo¬ 
pher  Carpenter,  Mary  Jane  Blythe,  David 
William  Dorr,  William  Andrew  Cheyne  Jr., 
Jane  Marie  Cheyne,  Carolyn  Jean  Mobley, 
Rebecca  Carolyn  Werntz,  Nancy  Anne 
Napier,  Leigh  Angela  Adams,  James  Ray¬ 
mond  Edwards,  John  Russell  Bowers,  Re¬ 
becca  Jane  Rayburn,  Grace  Ellen  Jacobs, 
Mark  Freeman,  Fort  Smith  First;  Sammye 
Dee  Norvell,  Fort  Smith  Goddard;  Cyn¬ 
thia  Lynn  Manuel,  Mary  Jane  Nichols, 
Fort  Smith  St.  Paul;  Brenda  Patricia 
Mooney,  Fort  Smith- Midland;  Rhetta  Sabo- 
tucci,  Hartford;  Ellen  Marie  Connell,  Wal¬ 
dron. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Jack  C.  Owen,  Mrs.  Rex  Warren,  Miss 
Alice  Marie  Ross,  Blytheville  First  (WSG); 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Ferguson,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Goodrich, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Burnett,  Blytheville  First;  Mrs. 
Edward  Evans,  Blytheville  Lake  St.;  Mrs. 
Mabel  Trimble,  Hickory  Ridge;  Mrs.  Hoyt 
Copeland,  Mrs.  Alva  A.  Neff,  Mrs.  Elsie 
Stephens,  Mrs.  Mitchell  Sanford,  Jonesboro 
Fisher  St.;  Mrs.  John  Trice,  Miss  Rosa 
Lee  Wilson,  Mrs.  Maurice  McDaniel, 
Jonesboro  First  (WSG);  Mrs.  O.  L.  Wil¬ 
kins,  Mrs.  Leon  Eason,  Mrs.  Quincy  Sehis- 
ler,  Jonesboro  Huntington  Ave.;  Mrs.  Lynn 
Greene,  Jonesboro  St.  Paul;  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Lynch,  Luxora;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Waskom  Jr., 


Miss  Helen  Stewart,  Marked  Tree  (WSG); 
Mrs.  John  Benham,  Mrs.  Raymond  Brad- 
sher,  Mrs.  Harold  O'Roark,  Marked  Tree; 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Watkins,  Monette;  Mrs.  Joe 
Rhodes  Jr.,  Osceola;  Mrs.  Joe  Boon,  Ty- 
ronza;  Miss  Maxine  Mitchell,  Jonesboro 
Huntington  Ave.  (WSG).  Junior:  Curtis 
Rigney  Hagler  Jr.,  Hickory  Ridge.  Baby: 
Scarlet  Renee  Watson,  Bay;  Regena  Gail 
Poe,  Black  Oak;  Carol  King,  Harrisburg; 
Lisa  Jean  Spurlock,  Jonesboro  First;  Ken¬ 
neth  Martin  Haynes,  Rockwell  Frank 
Jones,  Marsha  Beth  Bishop,  Marvin  Lyn 
Cook,  Barbara  Lynn  Bell,  Bobbye  Pyle, 
Laurie  Leigh  Hansen,  Katherine  Hardin, 
Michael  Pearson,  Larry  Butler,  Jonesboro 
Fisher;  Chris  Edward  Jordan,  Rodney 
Nile  Thrasher,  Jonesboro  Huntington  Ave.; 
Vickie  Broglen,  Trena  Chambers,  Robin 
Clark,  Julianna  Olmstead,  Jane  Douglas, 
Jan  Grey,  Stacy  Greene,  Rebecca  White. 
Alan  Wyatt,  Scott  Darling,  Jonesboro  St. 
Paul;  Allen  Bounds.  Rhonda  Lynn  Taylor, 
Macy;  Stewart  Louis  Brunner,  Marked 
Tree;  Joe  Rav  Kiech  Jr.,  Nettleton. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
E.  V.  Grayson,  Corning;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Sloan 
Sr.,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kell,  Imboden;  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Allmond,  Mrs.  J.  H.  McPherson,  Para- 
gould  First,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moore,  Paragould 
St.  Marks;  Mrs.  Marguerite  Cooper  Rain¬ 
water,  Walnut  Ridge.  Baby:  Helen  Kim 
Abbott,  Scott  Dalton  Abbott,  Imboden; 
Rebecca  Gene  Rainwater,  Walnut  Ridge. 

SEARCY  DISTRICT  —  Honorary  Life: 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  Searcy  District; 
Adult:  Mrs.  E.  F.  Brewer,  Augusta;  Mrs. 
Katherine  Bone,  Bald  Knob  (WSG);  Mrs. 
Ruth  Lanier,  Bald  Knob;  Mrs.  John 
Howes,  Beebe  (WSG);  Mrs.  Bennie  Dial 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Paul  Staggs,  Mrs.  Belle 
Doss,  Beebe;  Mrs.  Essie  T.  Montgomery, 
Cabot;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Peel,  Clinton;  Mrs. 
Pauline  Dodson,  Clinton  (WSG);  Miss  Ava 
Ruth  Finch,  Harrison  (WSG);  Mrs.  Helen 
Lewis.  Mrs,  Allie  Powers,  Harrison;  Mrs. 
Maggie  Richards.  Jacksonville;  Mrs. 
Grace  Bailey,  McRae;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Swanson,  McCrory  (WSG);  Mrs.  Nellie 
Krueger,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McCullough,  Mrs.  Hu- 


Guild  Installs 
Officers 

North  Baton  Rouge 

The  North  Baton  Rouge  Guild 
held  its  final  meeting  of  the  1958- 
59  year  May  21,  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  Highlighting  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  the  installation  of  officers 
and  chairmans  for  the  coming  year. 

The  business  meeting  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Mrs.  I.  M.  Baker, 
president.  Mrs.  Dan  Turney  opened 
the  meeting  with  a  devotional  en¬ 
titled  “Widows.”  Following  the  de¬ 
votional  Mrs.  James  L.  Stovall,  re¬ 
tiring  president  of  the  church’s 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  Mrs.  J.  O.  Foil,  president 
for  the  new  year,  were  introduced 
and  welcomed  as  special  guests. 
Mrs.  Betty  Cobb  and  Miss  Mary 
Elizabeth  McGill  were  welcomed 
as  new  members.  Mrs.  Stovall  gave 
a  brief  explanation  of  the  year 
book  and  invited  guild  members  to 
serve  on  the  editing  committee.  She 
then  announced  the  W.  S.  C.  S.  of¬ 
ficers  and  circle  chairmen  for  the 
new  year. 

Reviews  of  some  of  the  year’s  ac¬ 
tivities  were  followed  by  the  treas¬ 
urer’s  report,  discussion  on  appoint¬ 
ing  a  finance  committee,  guest 
speakers,  and  the  appointing  of  the 
1960  nominating  committee.  Mrs. 
Lamar  Doughty  was  appointed 
chairman. 

Following  the  business  session 
Mrs.  Thad  Ferrell  introduced  Miss 
Lillian  Kennedy,  past  editor  of  the 
“Guild  Times,”  as  installing  officer. 
She  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Lake  Ar¬ 
nold,  co-ordinator.  Slender  tapers 
in  rainbow  colors,  centered  with  a 
single  and  taller  white  taper, 
backed  with  a  grouping  of  white 
daisies,  calla  lilies,  and  gladioli, 
were  placed  on  the  communion 
table.  As  each  officer  and  chairman 
was  installed  she  lighted  her  taper 
from  the  center  one,  representing 
Christ.  Officers  and  chairmen  in¬ 
stalled  for  the  new  year  are  Mrs. 
Baker,  president;  Mrs.  Ferrell,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Guitreau,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  Mrs.  Doughty, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Turney,  spiritual 
life  chairman;  Mrs.  Sam  Goode, 
secretary  of  promotion  and  mis¬ 
sionary  education;  Mrs.  Dot  Huck- 
abee,  secretary  of  Christian  social 
relations;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Auter,  secre¬ 
tary  of  local  church  activities;  Mrs. 
Terry  Brown,  membership  chair¬ 
man;  and  Mrs.  Allen  Thompson  Jr., 
publicity  chairman. 

A  pledge  service  program  fol¬ 
lowed  the  installation  and  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Goode. 

Members  then  retired  to  the  so¬ 
cial  hall  for  light  refreshments, 
with  Mrs.  Thompson  serving  as 
hostess. 

Members  will  attend  the  June 
meeting  at  the  church  social  hall 
with  Mrs.  Huckabee  as  hostess. 


bert  Epperson,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Melton,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Martin,  Searcy.  Junior:  Dwight  Olm¬ 
stead,  Heber  Springs  Baby:  Michael 
Steven  Chrisp,  Bald  Knob;  Connie  Eliza¬ 
beth  White,  Beebe;  Carl  Douglas  Dicker- 
son,  Paula  Claire  Walker,  Julie  Walker, 
Bill  Walker,  McCrory;  Roger  Lindsey 
Williams,  Katherine  Jane  Spangler.  Wii- 
liam  Steve  Spangler,  Mellissa  Harrelson, 
Searcy. 
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Little  Rock  Annual  Conf. 
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Shown  above  is  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  center 
and  seated,  with  the  district  superintendents  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference.  The  district  super¬ 
intendents,  L  to  R,  are.  Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore  of 
the  Hope  District  (seated),  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Spore 
of  the  Monticello  District,  Rev.  T.  T.  McNeal  of 
the  Arkadelphia  District,  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart  of 
the  Camden  District,  Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway  of  the 
Little  Rock  District,  and  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule 
(seated)  of  the  Pine  Bluff  District.  All  district 
superintendents  were  returned  to  their  districts 
at  the  session  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
which  closed  its  106th  annual  session  last  Fri¬ 
day. 


Miss  Julia  Corley,  staff  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs,  the  host 
church  for  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference, 
is  shown  above  registering  three  laymen  and 
one  pastor  for  the  annual  conference  session  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference.  Those  registering 
included,  L  to  R,  Luther  L.  Miller,  member  of 
the  Fairview  Church  in  Texarkana;  Roland  M. 
Shelton,  member  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church 
in  Little  Rock,  Little  Rock  Conference  lay  lead¬ 
er;  T.  A.  Prewitt  of  Tillar,  and  Rev.  W.  Roy  Jor¬ 
dan  who  was  the  pastor  of  the  Salem  Church 
near  Benton.  Rev.  Mr.  Jordan  retired  at  the 
1959  conference  session. 


Rev.  Roscoe  Walsh  of  Arkadelphia,  retired 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  was  the 
featured  speaker  at  a  retired  minister's  banquet 
on  Tuesday  evening  during  the  session  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference.  Shown  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Walsh  are,  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  left,  and 
Rev  Roland  E.  Darrow  of  Little  Rock,  chairman 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  host  for 
the  banquet. 


Seven  Little  Rock  Conference  ministers  were 
admitted  into  full  connection  early  in  the  con¬ 
ference  session  last  week.  They  included,  first 
row,  L  to  R,  Kenneth  M.  Goode  of  DesArc;  Con¬ 
nie  A.  Robbins  of  Hot  Springs;  Winston  H.  Hud- 
nall  of  Camden;  second  row,  John  O.  Alston  of 
Arkadelphia;  William  Darrell  Bone  of  Roe; 
Benjamin  A.  Russell,  Jr.  of  El  Dorado  and  Louis 
Martin  Mulkey  of  Rison. 


Miss  Mary  Jan  Richmond  of  Foreman  was  the 
winner  of  the  annual  Speech-Essay  contest  spon¬ 
sored  annually  by  the  conference  Board  of 
Temperance  in  cooperation  with  the  conference 
MYF.  For  her  winning  essay,  "Your  Drinking  Is 
My  Concern,"  Miss  Richmond  is  shown  above 
receiving  a  check  for  $50  from  Rev.  Allen  Hil¬ 
liard  of  Malvern  who  represented  the  conference 
board  in  conducting  the  contest. 


Four  ministers  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  with  a  total  of  119  years  of  service  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  retired  at  the  1959  session.  They  are  shown  above  with  their  wives  and  with  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Clem  Baker  of  Pine  Bluff,  extreme  left,  who  are  observing  this  year  their  50th  year  in  the 
Methodist  ministry.  The  ministers  and  their  wives  shown  are,  L  to  R,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  0.  Bolin 
of  Little  Rock  (next  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Baker);  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  E.  Holmes  of  Monticello  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  H.  A.  F.  Ault  of  Hermitage  and  Rev.  W.  Roy  Jordan  of  Mt.  View. 


The  Little  Rock  Conference  elected  last  week  its  delegates  to  the  quadrennial  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  which  meet  next  year.  The  delegation,  shown  above,  first  row,  L  to  K, 
includes  Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel  of  Conway  (General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences);  Dr.  Kenneth 
L  Spore  of  Monticello  (Jurisdictional  Conference);  and  Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore  of  Hope  (Jurisdictional 
Conference);  second  row,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  Little  Rock  (Jurisdictional  Conference);  Dr 
Aubrey  G.  Walton  of  Little  Rock  (Jurisdictional  Conference);  Rev.  J.  Edward  Dunlap  of  Arkadel 
phia  (Jurisdictional  Conference  reserved);  Rev.  Charles  Richmonds  of  Little  Rock  (Jurisdictiona 
Conference  reserved);  and  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule  of  Pine  Bluff  (Jurisdictional  Conference  reserve). 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Three  of  the  lay  delegates  elected  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  laymen  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  conference  at  the  Methodist  General 
Conference  next  year  are  shown  above.  They  in¬ 
clude,  L  to  R,  Vincent  M.  Mouser  of  Columbia, 
Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  and  W.  D.  Cotton  of 
Rayville.  Other  members  of  the  delegation  in¬ 
clude  Judge  J.  A.  Dickson,  who  will  head  the 
delegation,  and  Paul  Brown  of  Shreveport. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conf. 
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Certified  as  directors  of  Christian  Education 
in  an  appropriate  service  led  by  Bishop  Paul  E. 

I  Martin  during  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
year  the  following  three  persons  who  are  shown 
above  with  Bishop  Martin:  Mrs.  Pat  Rickey  Jones 
|  of  Dallas,  Texas,  Mrs.  Linda  Hensley  Fields  of 
New  Orleans,  Bishop  Martin,  and  Rev.  Lors  L. 
Broadus  of  Shreveport. 


Taylor  Coffery  of  New  Orleans,  center,  was 
named  the  Methodist  laymen  of  the  year  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
during  the  recent  session  of  the  conference.  He 
is  shown  with  Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  chairman 
the  conference  Board  of  Lay  Activities,  and 
Noward  Daughenbaugh  of  New  Orleans,  who 
'node  the  award  presentation.  Mr.  Coffery,  an 
attorney  is  a  member  of  the  Rayne  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 
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One  of  the  most  unusual  presentations  made 
during  the  Louisiana  Conference  was  that  made 
by  Rev.  Claude  O.  Hall  of  Boyce  who  is  shown 
presenting  a  check  as  payment  in  full  for  all  of 
the  connectional  funds  for  the  Boyce  Church  for 
the  conference  year  1959-60.  Rev.  Jack  Midyett 
of  Bossier  City,  secretary  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  is  shown  receiving  the  check  in  behalf  of 
the  conference. 


Rev.  Allen  O.  Jernigan  of  Lafayette,  above, 
left,  is  shown  being  congratulated  by  Mrs.  Ben 
Atchley  of  Hammond,  on  Rev.  Mr.  Jernigan's 
new  responsibility  as  state  director  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Methodist  Student  Movement.  Mrs.  Atch¬ 
ley,  formerly  Miss  Lillian  Haye,  had  served  as 
the  State  director  for  a  number  of  years.  Rev. 
Mr.  Jernigan  is  also  the  Wesley  Foundation  di¬ 
rector  at  Southwestern  College,  Lafayette. 


One  of  the  features  of  the  19^9  annual  conference  session  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  is 
the  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference  meetings  next  year.  Lay 
tellers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  shown  above  tabulating  the  votes  of  the  third  ballot  in  the 
General  Conference  election  of  the  lay  tellers.  By  church  law  ministers  elect  the  clerical  delegates 
and  laymen  elect  the  lay  delegates. 


Nine  members  on  Trial  for  the  past  two  years  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  were  admitted 
into  full  connection  at  the  recent  Louisiana  Conference  session.  They  are  shown  above  immediate¬ 
ly  following  their  receiving  full  status  in  the  conference. 
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British  Methodism 
Is  Different 

Although  Methodism  had  its  ori¬ 
gin  in  England,  there  exists  today 
a  wide  difference  between  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism  and  British  Meth¬ 
odism.  This  became  evident  to 
Hartzell  Spence,  well-known  wri¬ 
ter  on  religious  subjects  and  au¬ 
thor  of  the  novel,  “One  Foot  in 
Heaven,”  during  a  recent  tour  of 
England. 

Writing  in  the  July  issue  of  TO¬ 
GETHER,  Methodism’s  new  family 
magazine,  Mr.  Spence  points  out 
that  the  keystone  of  British  Meth¬ 
odism  is  the  lay  preacher.  “Five 
out  of  every  seven  services  are 
conducted  by  lay  clergy,  of  whom 
there  are  25,000,  compared  with 
3,434  ordained  and  probationary 
clerics.  These  laymen  have  only 
one  official  duty:  to  go  about,  in 
their  Christian  zeal,  preaching  the 
Gospel,  usually  in  a  different  pul¬ 
pit  each  week.” 

Mr.  Spence  discovered  that  the 
British  Methodist  Church  is  more 
democratic  than  the  American.  No 
bishop  is  present  to  wield  authority 
and  make  arbitrary  changes  in 
pastoral  assignments.  There  are  no 
areas  in  which  an  administrator 
makes  between-Conference  deci¬ 
sions.  Presiding  officers  are  merely 
chairmen,  and  each  of  34  districts 
has  a  chief,  who  corresponds  loose¬ 
ly  to  American  district  superin¬ 
tendents. 

There  is  only  one  Conference,  to 
which  all  736,781  Methodists  be¬ 
long.  Its  president  is  a  minister 
who  serves  for  one  year  and  is 
never  re-elected;  its  vice  president 
is  always  a  layman.  Six  hundred 
delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference 
make  all  the  necessary  basic  deci¬ 
sions.  Ministers  change  their  as¬ 
signments,  on  an  average,  every 
five  years.  Ordained  ministers  re¬ 
ceive  about  $1,400  a  year  and  house. 
The  lay  pastors  serve  for  nothing — 
don’t  even  get  expenses. 

This  decline,  it  is  explained,  is 
the  result  of  a  number  of  factors. 
Hundreds  of  churches  were  utterly 
destroyed  by  the  war  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  others  seriously  damaged. 
Since  1932  almost  half  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  England  and  Wales  has 
moved  to  new  housing.  As  a  result, 
Methodists  are  in  the  hopeless  situ¬ 
ation  of  supporting  churches  in  de¬ 
populating  areas  and  without  mon¬ 
ey  to  follow  the  population  to  its 
new  homes.  Even  though  Meth¬ 
odism  is  dedicating  one  new  chapel 
a  week,  that  number  is  a  mere 
pittance  compared  to  the  need. 

To  overcome  this  handicap,  teams 
of  itinerant  ministers  and  deacon¬ 
esses  have  taken  to  traveling  in 
buses  to  support  the  work  of  the 
lay  pastors  in  the  new  settlements. 
But  people  do  not  respond  to  the 
Gospel  as  they  did  during  the  in¬ 
dustrial  revolution  under  John 
Wesley.  Consequently,  there  are 
those  who  are  asking,  “Does  that 
mean  Methodism  is  on  the  way 
out?” 

Young  men  rising  to  leadership 
say,  “No!”  They  point  to  the  fact 
that  more  young  men  are  studying 
for  the  Methodist  ministry  than  in 
many  years  past,  that  there  is  no 
shortage  of  pastors  or  lay  workers. 
Moreover,  wealthy  men  are  con¬ 
tributing  heavily  to  home  missions. 
This  in  turn  has  lead  to  a  new 
vitality  as  evidenced  by  a  youth 
rally  last  summer  which  drew  3,000 
eager  teen-agers  and  a  college  of 
industrial  evangelism  opened  at  the 
site  of  a  large  auto  factory. 


"The  Rural  People 

Have  Awakened" 


By  Roland  Scott  and  Robert  S.  Davis 


The  hopes  of  millions  of  rural  and  village  people  have  become  awak¬ 
ened.  Their  fathers  lived  in  silent  acceptance  of  poverty,  disease  and  ig¬ 
norance.  Now  men  of  three  continents,  Asia,  Africa  and  South  America, 
are  expectant  and  determined,  though  they  may  not  know  what  has  made 
them  so.  They  are  no  longer  silent.  They  have  a  vision  of  developing  the 
resources  of  field  and  stream,  of  Using  the  earth  beneath  and  the  sky 
above. 

Into  this  rising  tide  of  the  earth’s  underdeveloped  multitudes  have 
gone  the  concerns  and  skills  of  the  peoples  of  all  continents.  New  govern¬ 
ments  have  also  moved  into  the  tide  of  rising  hope,  seeking  to  direct  it 
to  useful  and  productive  goals.  Behind  these  development  programs  has 
been  the  initiative  of  thousands  of  Christian  missionaries. 

Dr.  Arthur  Raper,  a  regional  community  development  officer  of  the 
United  States  Operations  Mission,  says  that  of  all  the  background  work 
of  today’s  rural  programs,  “the  most  numerous  pilot  and  demonstration 


projects  have  been  those  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missionaries.  They  have  been 
scattered  here  and  there  over  most 
of  the  underdeveloped  parts  of  the 
world  for  well  over  a  century.” 

We  are  not  content  to  help  rural 
peoples  lift  the  burdens  of  poverty, 
to  heal  and  remove  disease,  to  ban¬ 
ish  illiteracy.  We  want  to  bring  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  and  a  more  abund¬ 
ant  life  to  village  people  every¬ 
where. 

This  is  to  be  done  by  people  who 
seek  to  witness  to  the  Gospel  in 
varied  community  services.  “The 
bottleneck  of  missionary  advance,” 
says  Dr.  Ira  Moomaw  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Missions,  “has  been  and  still 
is  men  and  women.” 

Two  thousand  missionaries  have 
attended  rural  training  schools  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  25  years.  Two  times 
that  number  are  needed  in  the 
next  ten  years.  The  future  waits  on 
no  man.  The  Gospel  of  Christ  ad¬ 
mits  no  alternative  to  a  discerning 
and  dedicated  trust  by  men  and 
women  who  believe  in  the  promise 
of  God  that  the  people  who  dwell 
in  the  valley  shall  see  His  great 
light. 

The  Story  in  Brazil 

“The  harvest  is  plentiful,  but  the 
laborers  are  few.”  These  words  of 


Jesus  were  never  more  applicable 
than  today.  All  who  serve  the  mis¬ 
sionary  cause  profoundly  feel  the 
limitations  of  time  and  of  resources. 
These  limitations  are  being  lessen¬ 
ed  in  part  by  an  increasing  empha¬ 
sis  on  a  more  effective  training  and 
use  of  national  pastors  and  church 
workers. 

The  Board  of  Social  Action  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  for 
the  past  two  years  has  sponsored 
a  series  of  intensive  one-week 
training  schools  for  rural  pastors 
and  seminary  and  deaconess  train¬ 
ing  school  students.  The  course  be¬ 
gins  with  a  study  on  the  mission 
of  the  church  in  ministering  to  the 
underdeveloped  and  underprivi¬ 
leged  in  the  rural  congregations. 
This  is  followed  by  a  series  of 
practical  lessons  and  demonstra¬ 
tions  on  how  to  deal  effectively 
with  problems  such  as: 

Simple  methods  of  making  the 
rural  home  more  liveable  and  effi¬ 
cient;  how  to  improve  health 
through  simple  preventative  medi¬ 
cine,  better  sanitation  and  more 
adequate  nutrition;  increasing  farm 
production  through  simple  mechan¬ 
ization,  selected  seeds  and  land 


A  lesson  in  gardening  at  the  Methodist  Institute,  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil. 


There  is  enough  to  eat  and  drink 
in  the  world  so  no  child  need  go 
hungry. 


fertilization;  improving  animal  pro¬ 
duction  by  improved  breeding  and 
management  practices.  In  the  clos¬ 
ing  sessions,  emphasis  is  given  to 
what  the  pastor  can  do  in  helping 
rural  people  through  the  rural 
church  program. 

During  seven  such  short  courses, 
more  than  130  full-time  Christian 
workers  have  been  trained.  Num¬ 
erous  technical  organizations  coop¬ 
erated  in  the  classes,  among  them 
the  Brazilian  Departments  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Health,  the  Bank  of 
Brazil,  Brazilian  Extension  Serv¬ 
ices,  philanthropic  research  organ¬ 
izations.  Our  experience  in  these 
courses  has  pointed  out  a  number 
of  positive  values. 

First,  pastors  have  been  enabled 
to  see  hope  and  dignity  in  rural 
living  and  that  it  need  not  be  the 
most  menial  and  least  appreciated 
way  of  life. 

Second,  it  has  been  shown  that 
the  church  can  be  an  effective  link 
between  technical  assistance  and 
village  people. 

Third,  such  a  training  program 


Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Scott  is  the 
executive  secretary  for  Southern 
Asia,  Europe  and  North  Africa 
of  the  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions.  Mr.  Davis,  an  agricultural 
missionary  from  Waterman,  Ill., 
has  managed  the  demonstration 
farms  of  the  American  Institute 
at  Lins,  Brazil.  He  now  is  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Social  Action  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brasil. 


helps  the  pastor  to  minister  to  his 
people  at  the  point  of  greatest  need 
and  at  a  level  within  their  reach  of 
understanding  and  economics. 

Fourth,  it  provides  a  maximum  of 
return  with  a  relatively  small  out¬ 
lay  both  in  missionary  personnel 
and  in  funds.  The  value  of  the 
technically  trained  rural  missionary 
is  multiplied  through  the  work  of 
the  rural  pastors  and  leaders  whom 
he  helps  train. 

Fifth  and  most  important, 
through  the  training  of  rural  work¬ 
ers  there  is  a  witness  of  Christian 
concern  through  love  for  the  most 
lowly  on  the  social  scale,  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  rural  worker.  To  the  rural 
people  themselves,  it  is  a  witness 
that  in  Christ’s  name  the  church 
is  interested  in  them  as  sons  of 
God,  interested  in  their  problems 
and  their  aspirations  and  willing  to 
take  a  part  of  their  yoke  in  order 
to  help  them  to  a  more  abundant 
life. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Obituary 


“The  heathen  shall  know  that  I 
am  the  Lord — when  I  shall  be  sanc¬ 
tified  in  you  before  them.”  Ezekiel 
36:23. 

“In  our  day  we  no  longer  speak 
of  every  person  outside  our  family 
or  clan  as  being  heathen,  but  the 
truth  of  Ezekiel’s  word  is  as  real 
as  ever.  When  a  baby  is  baptised 
in  the  community  called  Christian, 
that  child  learns  everything  it  be¬ 
comes  from  the  people  with  whom 
he  lives.” 

These  words  were  spoken  by  Rev. 
Ben  Youngblood  at  the  baptismal 
service  of  Mary  Grace,  infant 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  A.  Town¬ 
send  of  Lambert,  Mississippi  and 
the  late  Dorothy  Douglas  Town¬ 
send,  in  the  Gilliam  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  April  19,  1959. 

The  life  of  Mrs.  Townsend, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Thom  Doug¬ 
las  of  Gilliam  and  the  late  Lucy 
Parsons  Douglas,  was  a  living  re¬ 
ality  of  these  words.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  childhood  in  the  home — a 
very  devout  church  home  where 
there  was  love  and  devotion  to  the 
highest  ideals  and  the  finer  things 
of  life — she  began  this  strain  of  a 
Christian  life. 

It  continued  to  unfold  through 
grammar  school  days  at  Gilliam, 
high  school  at  Belcher,  and  college 
at  Northwestern  State  College  at 
Natchitoches. 

It  radiated  from  her  in  her  ex¬ 
periences  as  teacher  of  commerce 
in  the  Oil  City  High  School,  as  sec¬ 
retary  to  Miss  Mary  Bains  of  the 
Queensborough  School,  in  her  serv¬ 
ice  with  United  Gas  Co.,  and  later 
as  private  secretary  to  Dr.  L.  W. 
Gorton  and  bookkeeper  to  Drs. 
Gorton,  Jones  &  Gavin,  all  of 
Shreveport. 

More  and  more  she  felt  the  call 
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of  God  to  a  fuller,  richer  life  in  the 
service  of  Christ.  Answering  that 
call,  she  left  the  business  world 
and  entered  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  in  preparation  for  full 
time  Christian  service  in  the 
church. 

While  there  she  formed  lasting 
friendships  with  missionaries  and 
with  native  workers  from  various 
countries  of  the  world.  Interest 
broadened;  growth  in  depth  fol¬ 
lowed.  It  was  while  working  in 
the  junior  department  of  a  church 
in  Nashville  that  she  came  to  the 
conviction  that  God  could  best  use 
her  in  this  capacity.  There  she  ded¬ 
icated  herself  to  work  with  chil¬ 
dren. 

Upon  receiving  her  MA  degree 
from  Scarritt,  she  became  Director 
of  Religious  Education  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Batesville, 
Arkansas.  Greater  responsibility 
was  inevitable.  Her  next  call  was 
as  Director  of  Children’s  Work  in 
the  North  Mississippi  Conference, 
where  she  endeared  herself  to 
workers  and  children  alike  as  she 
went  about  the  conference  promot¬ 
ing  the  work  of  the  Children’s 
Division  of  the  church. 

Full  maturity  and  her  greatest 
happiness  were  realized  as  the  wife 
of  Rev.  James  Townsend,  thus  ded¬ 
icating  her  life  to  the  Lord  through 
her  services  to  her  husband,  her 
home  and  her  church.  She  was  a 
model  minister’s  wife  —  modest, 
gracious,  efficient,  self-giving,  and 
loving  all. 

Full  Maturity?  Only  so  far  as  the 
earthly  life  can  grow.  She  stepped 
over  the  threshold  into  complete¬ 
ness  at  the  Coahoma  County  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Clarksdale,  Mississippi,  on 
January  26,  1959,  three  days  after 
the  birth  of  her  daughter. 

Speaking  to  the'  father  of  the 


baby,  the  family,  and  the  entire 
congregation  on  the  importance  of 
a  Christian  home  and  a  Christian 
community,  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood 
closed  ‘  his  message  on  baptismal 
Sunday  with,  "Mary  Grace  ‘will 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord — when  I 
shall  be  sanctified  in  you  before 
her  eyes’.” 

By  Mrs.  Robley  W.  Davis 
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Mrs.  Ellis  Hood,  right,  and  Mrs.  Addie  Melton,  left,  faithful  workers 
in  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Denham  Springs,  have  been  honored  with  life  memberships. 

Mrs.  Hood  has  worked  with  Methodist  women  for  40  years  and  has 
held  every  office  in  the  local  society.  She  regularly  attends  meetings  of 
the  Sarah  Kent  circle,  which  made  the  presentation.  Before  coming  to 
Denham  Springs  in  1937,  she  worked  with  societies  in  Walker  and  Lake 
Charles. 

Mrs.  Melton,  before  coming  to  Denham  Springs  in  1950,  worked  with 
the  Oakdale  W.S.C.S.  She  serves  as  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Vista  Ward 
Cain  circle,  which  made  the  presentation,  and  she  has  been  promotion  sec¬ 
retary  and  secretary  of  literature  and  publications. 

Both  Mrs.  Hood  and  Mrs.  Melton  are  charter  members  of  the  W.S.C.S. 


Instructor  Taking 
Indoctrination 
Course  at  Hendrix 

Miss  Mary  Frances  Estes,  instruc¬ 
tor  in  physical  education  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  now  is  taking  a  two- 
week  indoctrination  course  at  Hen¬ 
drix  College,  Conway,  Ark.,  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  serving  as  a  Methodist 
youth  caravan  leader  this  summer. 

Miss  Estes  will  be  joined  at  Hen¬ 
drix  by  four  Methodist  students 
from  other  states,  who  will  com¬ 
prise  her  team.  Following  the  train¬ 
ing  period,  the  quintet  will  spend 
six  weeks  assisting  smaller  Method¬ 
ist  churches  in  Louisiana  in  pro¬ 
moting  youth  programs. 

Miss  Estes  and  her  team  will 
serve  at  the  Abbeville,  Welsh,  Eun¬ 
ice,  Dubach  and  Jonesboro  Method¬ 
ist  Churches  and  at  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
They  will  work  with  young  people’s 
groups  and  with  adult  counselors 
and  will  assist  in  any  way  they  can. 

Miss  Estes  plans  to  spend  the 
month  of  August  at  her  home  in 
Lafayette,  Ala.,  returning  to  the 
Centenary  campus  for  the  start  of 
the  fall  semester  in  September.  She 
holds  the  BS  degree  from  Alabama 
College  in  Montevalla,  Ala.,  and  the 
MS  degree  from  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Knoxville.  During  the 
period  in  which  she  taught  at  the 
high  school  in  Bessemer,  Ala.,  she 
also  served  as  youth  director  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Bessemer. 

Another  Centenary  faculty  mem¬ 
ber,  Miss  Betty  McKnight,  served 
in  a  similar  capacity  with  a  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  caravan  several  years 
ago. 


Notice 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Laboratory  School  for  June  21- 
26  in  Shreveport  has  been  can¬ 
celled  due  to  small  enrollment. 

A  laboratory  school  or  class 
will  be  held  in  each  district  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  instead  of  a  confer¬ 
ence  laboratory  school. 


Meth.  Convention  of 
Theological  Faculties 
To  Be  Held  July  3-5 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  first 
national  Convocation  of  Methodist 
Theological  Faculties  will  be  held 
here  July  3-5. 

Attending  the  meeting  will  be 
faculty  members  of  the  ten  estab¬ 
lished  Methodist  theological  schools 
and  the  two  that  will  open  soon. 
Attendance  is  expected  to  be  about 
150,  including  several  staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Education. 

The  convocation  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Department  of  Minis¬ 
terial  Education  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Education,  and  it 
will  be  held  in  the  board  of  educa¬ 
tion  building. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh, 
Nashville,  director  of  theological 
education  in  the  Department  of 
Ministerial  Education,  is  in  charge 
of  the  program  and  local  arrange¬ 
ments. 

Theme  for  the  convocation  is  “The 
Ministry  in  the  Methodist  Heritage.” 

“Those  attending  the  convoca¬ 
tion,”  said  Dr.  McCulloh,  “will  study 
the  doctrine  of  the  ministry  in  the 
Methodist  tradition  and  trace  its 
developments  in  the  practice  and 
polity  of  the  church.” 


Centenary  Musician 
Invited  by  National 
Gallery  of  Arts 


JOSEPH  M.  RUNNING 


“good  music  station”  in  the  nation's 
capitol. 

A  cum  laude  graduate  of  St.  Olaf 
College  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  Run¬ 
ning  was  a  member  of  the  tenor  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  famed  St.  Olaf  Choir.  He 
has  done  graduate  work  at  Stan¬ 
ford  Universtiy  and  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Conservatory  of  Music,  where 
he  was  a  student  of  the  late  Madame 
Olga  Samaroff-Stokowski.  He  cur¬ 
rently  is  completing  requirements 
for  the  PhD  degree  in  music  at 
Florida  State  University  in  Talla¬ 
hassee  under  Dr.  Ernst  von  Doh- 
nanyi,  for  30  years  conductor  of  the 
Budapest  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
in  Hungary. 

His  teaching  experience  has  in¬ 
cluded  positions  at  San  Jose  College 
in  San  Jose,  Calif.;  Stanford  Uni¬ 
versity,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.;  St.  Olaf 
College  and  Western  Kentucky 
State  College  in  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 
He  joined  the  Centenary  faculty 
last  September  with  the  dual  titles 
of  director  of  the  school  of  music 
and  professor  of  piano. 

Running  was  guest  organist  this 
week  for  one  of  the  evening  serv¬ 
ices  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  has  been 
presented  as  guest  artist  with  the 
Shreveport  Symphony  O  r  c  h  e  s  tra 
and,  in  January,  he  was  guest  artist 
with  the  University  Symphony  in 
Tallahasseee,  Fla.  More  recently,  he 
appeared  on  the  faculty  recital 
series  at  Centenary,  first  as  pianist 
and  later  as  orchestra  conductor. 


One  of  the  highest  honors  which 
can  be  accorded  an  American  musi¬ 
cian  has  been  given  Joseph  M.  Run¬ 
ning,  pianist,  director  of  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  school  of  music  and 
organist  and  choirmaster  at  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church. 

The  Centenary  musician  has  been 
invited  to  present  a  concert  on  April 
17,  1960,  in  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  guest 
artist  on  the  nationally-acclaimed 
A.  W.  Mellon  Series.  He  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  musician  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  to  be  accorded  the  honor. 

The  concerts  are  presented  at  8 
o’clock  on  Sunday  evenings,  from 
late  September  through  June,  and, 
feature  only  highly-rated  musicians 
with  national  reputations.  A  trust 
fund,  established  by  Andrew  W. 
Mellon,  founder  of  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery  of  Art,  makes  the  series  possi¬ 
ble. 

Congressman  Overton  Brooks, 
U.S.  representative  from  the  fourth 
congressional  district  of  Louisiana, 
said  he  was  “proud  and  happy”  to 
recommend  Running  personally  for 
an  invitation  to  appear  on  the  series. 
His  endorsement  came  as  a  result  of 
hearing  taped  recordings  of  the 
pianist’s  work  and  familiarity  with 
Running’s  background,  reputation 
and  experience. 

“Professor  Running  is  a  well 
known  artist  —  an  excellent  musi¬ 
cian,”  Congressman  Brooks  said. 
“The  A.  W.  Mellon  Concerts  main¬ 
tain  the  highest  possible  standards, 
and  Prof.  Running,  in  being  invited 
to  play  in  Washington,  takes  his 
rightful  place  beside  the  many  ex¬ 
cellent  artists  who  have  performed 
at  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  17  years.” 

Running  has  been  requested  to 
play  a  program  which  will  include 
music  by  Bach,  Mozart,  Liszt, 
Brahms  and  Villa-Lobas  when  he 
appears  in  Washington.  His  concert 
will  be  broadcast  in  the  Washington 
area  by  radio  station  WGMS,  the 


Shown  conferring  at  the  recent  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are, 
I.  to  r..  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church 
and  district  public  relations  chairman,  with  Marilyn  Hall,  church  editor  of 
the  New  Orleans  States- Item,  and  Wesley  Jackson,  church  editor  of  The 
Times-Picayune. 
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Ground-breaking  for  the  $85,000  Educational  Building  of  the  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  held  May  23,  1959.  Shown 
above,  I.  to  r.,  are  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district  superintendent;  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin;  and  Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  pastor  of  Caddo  Heights. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  June  18-June  27  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Dailj  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


June  18  Philemon  1:15-25 

June  19  Hebrews  1:1-14 

June  20  Hebrews  2:1-9 

June  21  Hebrews  2:10-18 

June  22  .  Hebrews  3:1-6 

June  23  Hebrews  3:7-19 

June  24  Hebrews  4:1-13 

June  25  Hebrews  4:14-5:4 

June  26  .  Hebrews  5:5-14 

June  27  .  Hebrews  6:1-8 


Together  to 
Feature  Meth. 
Anniversary 


Chicago  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  175th  anniversary  will  be 
featured  in  the  November  issue  of 
Together,  Methodist  monthly  fam¬ 
ily  magazine  published  here,  it  has 
been  announced  by  Leland  D.  Case, 
editor. 

The  anniversary  issue  will  con¬ 
tain  128  pages,  32  of  which  will  be 
in  full  color.  It  will  be  off  the 
press  about  Oct.  15. 

The  special  issue  anticipates  the 


Three  New  District  Superintendents 
Named  at  North  Arkansas  Annual  Conf. 

Ill  Pastors  Are  Appointed  to  New  Churches 

Three  new  district  superintendents  and  111  changes  in  pastors  of 
churches  were  announced  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the  concluding  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  which  met 
last  week  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Ft.  Smith.  The  conference  was 
in  session  June  8-12,  Tuesday  through  I'riday.  Dr.  Fred  G.  Roebuck  was 
the  host  pastor  and  Dr.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen  of  Ft.  Smith  was  the  host  district 
superintendent. 

New  superintendents  announced  by  Bishop  Martin  included  Rev.  John 
Bayliss  to  the  Fayetteville  District,  Rev-  Lloyd  M.  Conyers  to  the  Paragould 
District,  and  Rev.  A.  N.  Storey  to  the  Jonesboro  District. 

Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley,  superintendent  of  the  Fayetteville  District  since 
1954,  was  transferred  to  the  Little  Rock  Conference  and  appointed  to  the 


71%  of  Centenary 
Development  Fund 
Goal  is  Reached 

With  71%  of  their  $1,700,000  goal 
attained  workers  in  the  1959  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Development  Fund 
were  asked  at  the  June  8  General 
Report  Meeting  to  re-double  their 
efforts  during  the  coming  week  to 
complete  solicitation  of  the  approx¬ 
imately  1000  remaining  prospects 
which  are  unreported.  Workers  at 
the  meeting  turned  in  $65,874.00 
bringing  the  total  subscribed  to  $1,- 
207,787.00. 

“In  order  to  expedite  solicitation, 
majors  and  captains  are  to  contact 
all  workers  immediately  and  ask 
them  to  either  see  their  remaining 
prospects  during  this  week  or  to 
turn  in  the  cards  for  reassignment 
to  a  special  ‘clean-up’  committee,” 
announced  General  Campaign 
Chairman  Robert  F.  Scott. 

Division  totals  for  the  campaign 
are  as  follows: 

Advance  Gifts  $1,029,552.00 

Special  Gifts  .  67,514.00 

General  Gifts  38,056.00 

College  Family  13,401.00 

Area  Gifts  .  55,312.00 

National  Firms  .  3,950.00 


church-wide  observance  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  175th  a  n  n  i  v  e  r- 

sary,  which  will  be  celebrated  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  of  Dec.  27.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  America  was  for¬ 
mally  organized  at  the  historic 
“Christmas  Conference”  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  in  1784.  The  historical 
issue  of  Together  is  being  brought 
out  early  to  acquaint  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church  with  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  anniversary. 

A  major  feature  of  the  anniver¬ 
sary  issue  will  be  nine  water  colors 
in  which  Art  Editor  Floyd  A.  John¬ 
son  will  recreate  historic  Methodist 
scenes. 


First  Methodist  Church  at  Camden. 
Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Paragould  District  since 
1953,  was  appointed  to  the  Gardner 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
North  Little  Rock.  Rev.  Elmer  J. 
H  o  1  i  f  i  e  1  d,  superintendent  of  the 
Jonesboro  District  since  1953,  be¬ 
came  the  new  executive  secretary 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Town  and  Country  Commission, 
succeeding  Rev.  Mr.  Storey. 

Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Searcy  District  since 
1954  assumed  duties  June  1  as  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Wesleyan  Meth¬ 
odist  Assembly  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville.  The  Searcy  District 
was  absorbed  with  the  reading  of 
the  1959  appointments  by  other  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  conference,  reducing 
the  number  of  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  Districts  from  eight  to  sev¬ 
en.  A  related  article  in  this  issue 
concerns  the  redistribution  of  Sear¬ 
cy  District  pastoral  charges. 

Election  of  Delegates 

Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden  and  Nels 
Barnett  of  Batesville  were  elected 
to  head  the  ministerial  and  lay  del¬ 
egations  respectively,  representing 
the  conference  to  the  General  and 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ferences  to  be  held  next  year. 

Dr.  Dodgen  and  Rev.  Harold  O. 
Eggensperger  of  Conway  were 
elected  to  serve  with  Dr.  Bearden 
as  other  ministerial  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference.  These  three 
together  with  Dr.  Paul  M.  Bumpers 
of  Batesville,  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley 
of  Conway,  Dr.  Roebuck  of  Ft. 
Smith,  Rev.  Mr.  Bayliss  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Gatlin  were  elected  as  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference. 

Charles  Shivley  of  Forrest  City 
and  Charles  Stuck  of  Jonesboro 
were  elected  to  serve  with  Mr.  Bar¬ 
nett  as  other  lay  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference.  These  three 
with  the  following  men  will  serve 
as  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  lay  delegates;  Clay 
Bumpers  of  Wabash,  Dr.  Matt  L. 
Ellis  of  Conway,  Joe  Pierce  of 
Searcy,  Jim  Wiseman  of  Searcy 
and  Clifton  Walden  of  Paragould. 

Reserve  ministerial  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegates  included  Rev. 
Elmo  Thomason  of  Ft.  Smith,  Rev. 
Joel  Cooper  of  Conway  and  Rev. 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


Major  Objectives 
For  1960  Church 
Attendance  Given 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Major 
objectives  of  a  1960  church  attend¬ 
ance  emphasis  to  be  promoted  by 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism  have  been  announced 
by  the  Rev.  John  Lewis  Sandlin, 
Nashville,  director  of  the  board’s 
church  attendance  movement. 

The  eight  objectives  are:  con¬ 
serving  present  membership,  reac¬ 
tivating  inactive  members,  giving 
Christian  witness  through  worship 
evangelism,  deepening  the  spiritual 
life  of  members,  extending  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church  through  wor¬ 
ship  evangelism,  enlarging  prospect 
rolls,  enlisting  new  members 
through  church  worship,  and  in¬ 
creasing  personal  effectiveness 
through  regular  worship  in  church. 

Heretofore,  the  church  attend¬ 
ance  movement  has  emphasized 
church  attendance  campaigns  from 
January  1  through  Easter  of  each 
year.  However,  by  September  the 
movement  will  have  promotional 
materials  suitable  for  any  period 
during  1960. 

“We  think  our  materials  can  help 
churches  whip  the  summer  slump,” 
said  Mr.  Sandlin.  “We  recommend 
their  use  for  that  season  or  during 
other  three-month  periods  such  as 
January  1  to  Easter,  Easter  to  Pen¬ 
tecost,  and  October  to  Christmas.” 

The  five-year-old  church  attend¬ 
ance  movement  urges  Methodist 
churches  to  sponsor  local  and  dis¬ 
trict  campaigns,  joining  with  other 
denominations  and  organizations 
wherever  possible.  Program  and 
publicity  materials  are  produced  on 
a  nondenominational  basis  and 
made  available  to  any  religious  or 
civic  group  interested  in  promoting 
church  attendance. 

Protestant  Center 
Plans  Go  Forward 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Plans 
for  a  huge  Protestant  center  here 
moved  another  step  forward  with 
the  announcement  of  a  national 
Presbyterian  center  to  be  built  near 
American  University,  a  Methodist 
school. 

The  16 14 -acre  site  just  acquired 
by  the  Presbyterians  for  $2,182,500 
adjoins  an  18-acre  tract  being  held 
by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance  as  the  location  of  a  possi¬ 
ble  future  Methodist  headquarters 
building  and  religious  center. 

The  Methodist  board  sold  1.21 
acres  of  its  land  to  the  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  in  order  to  assure  them  ade¬ 
quate  space. 

Plans  call  for  the  establishment 
of  a  huge  new  national  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  to  replace  the  present 
downtown  church,  a  large  auditor¬ 
ium,  offices  for  various  Presbyter¬ 
ian  agencies,  a  chapel,  a  graduate 
school  of  pastoral  work,  and  an  un¬ 
derground  parking  area  for  more 
than  1,000  cars. 

A  $10  million  building  fund  drive 
will  be  launched  soon,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Henry  Luce,  publisher 
of  Time  and  Life  magazines  and  co- 
chairman  of  the  Sponsors’  Commit¬ 
tee. 

“We  are  happy  to  have  the  Pres¬ 
byterians  as  our  neighbors,”  said 
Dr.  Hurst  R.  Anderson,  president 
of  American  University,  in  a  tele¬ 
gram  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


Dr.  James  W,  Sells  States 

Decisions  to  Determine  Destiny  of  The 
Methodist  Church  for  the  Next  10  Years 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — “The  decisions  made  in  the  life  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  the  next  18  months  will  determine  the  destiny  of 
Methodism  for  the  next  ten  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Sells,  At¬ 
lanta. 

Dr.  Sells,  an  executive  secretary  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council  of  The  Methodist  Church,  made  the  statement  in  an  address  pre¬ 
pared  for  delivery  June  6  at  the  laymen’s  meeting  of  the  Florida  Methodist 
Annual  Conference  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Lakeland,  Fla. 

“The  Methodist  Church  is  such  a  complex  organization,”  said  Dr.  Sells, 
“that  it  takes  at  least  one  quadrennium  to  get  under  way  on  any  one  pro¬ 


gram.  There  is  such  a  ‘line  loss’  in 

Hawaiian 
Methodists  Setting 
Up  ‘Inquirer’  Classes 

Honolulu,  Hawaii  (MI) — Method¬ 
ists  in  this  newest  state  are  setting 
up  “inquirer”  classes  to  let  people 
in  the  large  unchurched  and  non- 
Christian  population  explore  the 
Christian  faith. 

Dr.  Harry  S.  Komuro,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Hawaii  Mission,  said 
people  make  a  commitment  not  to 
Christian  life,  but  to  join  a  class  in 
order  to  study  more  about  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Many  people  here,  he  said,  are 
definitely  interested  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  but  they  have  no  orien¬ 
tation  to  it.  “We  believe  this  com¬ 
mitment  is  a  significant  step  in  the 
approach  to  the  unchurched  popu¬ 
lation,”  he  added. 

The  idea  brought  good  results  re¬ 
cently  during  an  intensive  two- 
week  program  to  reach  the  Islands 
unchurched.  A  team  of  14  ministers 
from  the  mainland  preached  and 
instructed  Methodists  in  23  church¬ 
es  on  three  islands. 

Visitors  made  1,449  calls,  and  re¬ 
ceived  445  commitments.  The  big¬ 
gest  group  of  people — 256 — decided 
to  join  an  “inquirer’s  class.” 

Callers  made  visits  to  persons  of 
Japanese,  Korean,  Chinese,  Filipino, 
Hawaiian,  and  Caucasian  back¬ 
grounds. 

“The  Methodist  Church  here  is 
distinctly  interracial.  In  fact,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  team  from  California 
and  Oregon  are  of  Japanese  an¬ 
cestry,”  Dr.  Komuro  said. 

The  special  mission  to  Hawaii 
was  under  auspices  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  It  was  the  third  board-spon¬ 
sored  mission  in  recent  years,  and 
it  was  directed  by  Dr.  Berlyn  V. 
Farris,  head  of  the  department  of 
district  evangelism. 


Construction  of  a  Methodist  cen¬ 
ter  on  the  adjoining  property  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  considered  by  the  1960 
General  Conference. 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  voted  at  its  annual  meeting 
this  year  to  surrender  its  title  to 
the  land  if  General  Conference 
should  desire  it  for  a  building  site. 

In  addition  to  American  Univer¬ 
sity,  other  nearby  Methodist  inter¬ 


communication  between  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  Pisgah  and  Shiloh  that 
by  the  time  the  officials  at  Pisgah 
and  Shiloh  are  ready  to  give  whole- 
hearteded  and  enthusiastic  support 
to  one  program  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  already  launched  two 
others.” 

Dr.  Sells’  address  was  entitled 
“Days  of  Dangerous  Decisions.”  He 
said  that  by  November,  1960,  the 
following  decisions  affecting  the 
life  of  The  Methodist  Church  will 
have  been  made: 

1.  Delegates  elected  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

2.  General,  Jurisdictional,  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Conferences  held-  and  poli¬ 
cies,  plans,  and  programs  de¬ 
termined. 

3.  Bishops  elected. 

4.  Members  of  general  boards  and 
agencies  elected. 

5.  Boards  and  agencies  organized 
for  new  quadrennium. 

“In  addition  to  the  foregoing  de¬ 
cisions,”  he  said,  “there  will  be  the 
many  millions  of  little  decisions  by 
the  more  than  nine  million  mem¬ 
bers  of  The  Methodist  Church  who 
will  determine  whether  the  poli¬ 
cies,  plans,  and  programs  will  be 
accepted  or  allowed  to  die  on  the 
vine.” 

Bible  Society 
Receives  Award 
For  Best  Film 

The  American  Bible  Society  has 
received  the  1958  Award  for  pro¬ 
ducing  the  best  documentary  film 
of  the  year,  “The  Bearer  of  the 
Book.”  The  citation  was  made  by 
the  National  Evangelical  Film 
Foundation.  The  presentation  of 
the  NEFF  Oscar  was  made  by  Dr. 
Harry  G.  Bristow,  Jr.,  Cineminis- 
ter,  founder  and  director  of  the 
Christian  Youth  Cinema,  Inc.,  at 
the  World’s  Only  Religious  Film 
Theatre,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvan¬ 
ia. 

“The  Bearer  of  the  Book”  is  a  16 
mm  sound  film  in  Technicolor  that 
highlights  the  worldwide  work  of 
the  American  Bible  Society  in  its 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in 
many  tongues  and  many  lands.  The 
World  Premiere  of  the  film  was 
held  last  October  at  the  Carillon 
Hotel  Auditorium  in  Miami  Beach, 
Florida. 


ests  are  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Metropolitan  Memorial 
Church  and  the  new  $814  million 
Sibley  Hospital  and  medical  cen¬ 
ter,  now  under  construction. 

The  Temple  Baptist  Church  is  on 
neighboring  property,  as  will  be 
the  new  Baptist  Home. 

A  few  blocks  away  is  the  famed 
National  Cathedral,  administered 
by  the  Episcopal  Church. 


NCC  to  Launch 
Peace  Program 
July  1, 1959 

Seattle,  Wash.  (RNS)  —  A  year¬ 
long  program  of  education  and  ac¬ 
tion  for  world  peace  will  be 
launched  July  1  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  throughout 
the  country,  Dr.  R.  H.  Edwin  Espy, 
associate  general  secretary,  report¬ 
ed  to  its  General  Board  here. 

The  peace  project,  he  said,  will 
be  undertaken  by  four  commis¬ 
sions  of  the  NCC  Department  of 
International  Affairs  in  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  social  action  units  of  the 
council’s  32  constituent  denomina¬ 
tions,  representing  38,000,000  com¬ 
municants. 

Dr.  Espy  said  the  commission 
will  deal  with  four  broad  subjects, 
power  struggle  and  security  in  a 
nuclear  space  age,  overseas  areas 
of  rapid  social  change,  changing  di¬ 
mensions  of  human  rights,  and  in¬ 
ternational  institutions  and  peace¬ 
ful  changes. 

During  the  project,  he  explained, 
special  consideration  will  be  given 
to  the  findings  of  the  Fifth  World 
Order  Study  Conference,  held  last 
November  in  Cleveland. 

This  was  a  reference  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  on  world  affairs  issued  by  the 
conference,  sponsored  by  the  NCC 
Department  of  International  Af¬ 
fairs.  Among  other  things  the  mes¬ 
sage  recommended  recognition  of 
Red  China  by  this  country  and  the 
United  Nations,  disarmament  by 
multilateral  agreements  going  be¬ 
yond  the  suspension  of  nuclear 
tests,  a  breakthrough  in  the  cold 
war  by  advancing  toward  competi¬ 
tion  in  ways  other  than  war,  and 
more  liberal  economic  aid  to  over¬ 
seas  countries. 

In  his  report  Dr.  Espy  also  said 
that  the  “Hartford  Appeal,”  which 
reaffirmed  the  right  and  duty  of 
churches  to  speak  out  on  public  is¬ 
sues,  has  been  “extensively  dis¬ 
cussed  and  generally  approved”  by 
NCC  members. 

The  appeal  was  issued  by  the 
council’s  policy-making  General 
Board  at  its  February  meeting  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  wake  of  the 
controversy  which  followed  the 
study  conference’s  proposal  that 
Red  China  be  given  diplomatic 
status.  The  board  defended  the 
right  of  the  conference  to  speak  for 
itself,  but  noted  that  its  pronounce¬ 
ments  did  not  constitute  official 
council  policy. 

Discussing  council  pronounce¬ 
ments,  Dr.  Espy  pointed  out  that 
only  41  have  been  issued  by  the 
NCC  since  its  formation  in  1950, 
“while  literally  thousands  of  its 
publications  have  reached  millions 
of  people  in  the  churches  and  the 
wider  public.” 

While  the  NCC  will  continue  to 
issue  official  statements,  he  said, 
“we  must  also  find  the  means  to 
share  more  widely  and  effectively 
the  rich  resources  of  the  study  ma¬ 
terials  to  which  the  council  is  de¬ 
voting  far  more  of  its  creative  en¬ 
ergy  than  it  is  to  public  pronounce¬ 
ments.” 
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Survey  Shows 

Clergymen’s  Work 
Exceeds  Fifty 
Hours  Weekly 

Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  A  nation¬ 
wide  survey  conducted  here  by  the 
research  and  survey  department  of 
the  Methodist  Division  of  National 
Missions  indicates  that  three  out  of 
five  of  the  denomination’s  minis¬ 
ters  work  50  to  69  hours  a  week, 
while  one  out  of  ten  works  80 
hours  or  more. 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Wilson,  the  de¬ 
partment’s  assistant  director,  said 
the  survey  was  conducted  by  mail 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  among 
approximately  one  per  cent  (230) 
of  the  26,000  Methodist  ministers  in 
the  U.S.  He  said  the  report,  en¬ 
titled  “The  Methodist  Minister,” 
was  adequate  for  drawing  general 
conclusions  about  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors. 

Of  163  clergymen  who  replied, 
he  reported,  more  than  half  said 
they  receive  inadequate  salaries, 
two  out  of  five  do  some  kind  of 
janitorial  work  around  the  church, 
and  one-third  think  there  is  at 
least  one  layman  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  who  tries  to  “boss  the  preacher 
around.” 

Yet,  said  Dr.  Wilson,  “fewer  than 
three  ministers  in  a  hundred  stated 
that  they  would  not  choose  the 
same  profession  if  they  had  their 
lives  to  live  over.” 

The  study  indicates  that  36  per¬ 
cent  consider  their  salaries  as 
merely  subsistence  pay  and  16  per 
cent  “not  a  living  wage.”  Ministers 
reported  annual  salaries  ranging 
from  $2,000  to  $10,000,  but  62  per 
cent  received  less  than  $5,000  and 
only  4  per  cent,  $7,500  or  more. 

How  the  ministers  divide  their 
work  varies  greatly.  Most  spend 
the  greatest  time  in  visiting  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation.  Sermon 
preparation  takes  up  the  second 
largest  amount  of  time,  followed 
by  general  study,  conducting  serv¬ 
ices  and  attending  meetings. 

Based  on  the  survey  results,  most 
ministers  consider  that  they  are  at 
their  best  when  preaching.  They 
rate  themselves  second  in  effect¬ 
iveness  in  pastoral  calling,  and 
third  in  church  administration. 
Trailing  behind  these  are  effective¬ 
ness  in  religious  education,  leader¬ 
ship  in  community  activities,  and 
pastoral  counseling. 

In  evaluating  the  results,  Dr. 
Wilson  said  diversity  appears  to 
characterize  Methodist  ministers  as 
a  group.  “This  is  shown,”  he  said, 
“in  the  types  of  communities  and 
churches  from  which  the  men  have 
come,  the  different  levels  of  formal 
education  they  have  attained  and 
the  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  re¬ 
plies  to  many  of  the  questions  re¬ 
lating  to  attitudes  and  practices.  It 
can  hardly  be  said  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  is  a  neatly  defined 
type  of  person.” 

The  survey  report  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  some  1,200  delegates  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  National  Methodist 
Town  and  Country  Conference, 
July  21-24,  in  Wichita,  Kan.  To¬ 
gether  with  other  surveys,  it  will 
be  used  by  the  conference  in  set- 


GENEVA  (RNS)  WALL  OF  THE  REFORMATION  —  The  Wall  of  the 
Reformation  in  Geneva  formed  the  background  for  a  jubilee  service  which 
opened  celebrations  commemorating  the  450th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
John  Calvin.  Some  5,000  persons  took  part  in  the  service,  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  pastors  of  the  National  Protestant  Church  of  Geneva  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Swiss  Federation  of  Protestant  Clubs.  Depicted  on  the  Wall's 
main  panel,  besides  Calvin,  are  Scotland's  John  Knox,  and  Theodore  Beza 
and  William  Farel,  Frenchmen  who  with  Calvin  established  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  movement  in  Switzerland.  (RNS  photo) 


Dr.  Dahlberg  Lashes  Out  Against  Obscene 
Literature  and  A  “Crooked”  Generation 

SEATTLE,  Wash. ,  (RNS) — Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  lashed  out  here  against 
obscene  literature  and  a  “crooked”  generation.  He  called  for  a  new  kind 
of  summit  conference  with  God  to  “cleanse  our  souls.” 

Stating  that  “we  must  aim  at  nothing  less  than  the  transformation  of 
the  American  soul,”  he  urged  making  an  appeal  to  “the  summit — to  the 
highest  in  man’s  nature  and  to  the  spiritual  resources  found  only  in  God.” 

The  NCC  president  spoke  at  a  luncheon  held  in  connection  with  a 
meeting  of  the  council’s  policy-making  General  Board.  The  luncheon 
honored  Dr.  Gertrude  L.  Apel,  honorary  general  secretary,  Greater  Seattle 


200,000  Sign 
United  Church 
Abstinence  Pledges 

Sarnia,  Ont.  (RNS) — More  than 
200,000  persons  have  signed  total 
abstinence  pledges  in  the  London 
Conference  of  the  United  Church 
of  Canada,  it  was  reported  at  the 
group’s  35th  annual  meeting  here. 

Inaugurated  15  years  ago,  the 
anti-liquor  plan  was  given  a  fur¬ 
ther  boost  by  the  setting  aside  of 
an  annual  Commitment  Sunday  in 
conference  churches.  Members 
will  be  asked  to  sign  abstinence 
pledges  on  that  Sunday. 

Also  approved  was  the  appoint¬ 
ment  in  each  church  of  an  alcohol 
education  counselor  to  “co-ordinate 
and  promote  alcohol  education 
throughout  the  organizations  of  the 
local  church.” 

Dr.  J.  R.  Mutchmor  of  Toronto, 
secretary  of  the  Church’s  Board  of 
Evagnelism  and  Social  Service, 
told  the  conference  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  adult  drinkers  in  Canada 
had  recently  dropped  from  72  to  65 
per  cent  of  the  population. 


ting  policies  for  Methodist  work  in 
town  and  country  areas. 


and  Washington-Northern  Idaho 
Councils  of  Churches,  for  her  many 
years  of  outstanding  service. 

Dr.  Dahlberg  blasted  traffic  in 
salacious  and  obscene  literature  as 
“a  calculated  attack,  for  the  sake 
of  financial  profit,  on  the  very 
character  of  the  nation.” 

“When  the  Apostle  Peter  cried 
out  to  the  people  of  his  day,  ‘Save 
yourselves  from  this  crooked  gen¬ 
eration,’  he  was  speaking  also  to 
the  people  of  our  day,”  the  church 
leader  declared. 

“There  is  something  crooked 
about  a  generation,”  he  said,  “that 
sings  night  and  day  about  love, 
and  then  fills  the  divorce  courts 
with  contentious  husbands  and 
wives  who  battle  each  other  for  the 
custody  of  their  unhappy  children 
.  .  .  that  talks  eloquently  about 
democracy  and  freedom  and  then 
refuses  to  sit  in  the  same  church 
or  school  house  with  people  of  an¬ 
other  color.” 

“Again,”  he  continued,  “there  is 
something  crooked  about  a  genera¬ 
tion  that  speaks  glibly  about  peace, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  spends  40 
billion  dollars  a  year  in  training  its 
choicest  youth  in  the  arts  of  scien¬ 
tific  and  military  slaughter. 

“We  do  well  to  strive  by  every 
means  in  our  power  to  save  our 
civilization.  We  should  never  give 
up  doing  that.  But  wi  may  be  too 
late  to  save  it. 


NCC  Position  on 
World  Order  Parley 
Explained  by  Heads 

Seattle,  Wash.  (RNS)— Two  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  General  Board  explained 
here  the  council’s  position  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Fifth  World  Order  Study 
Conference  which  last  November 
proposed  that  this  country  and  the 
United  Nations  recognize  Red 
China. 

They  stressed  that  although  the 
conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
NCC  Department  of  International 
Affairs,  “up  to  this  point  the  coun¬ 
cil  has  made  no  such  recommenda¬ 
tion.” 

The  officials  were  Dr.  Eugene 
Carson  Blake  of  Philadelphia,  stat¬ 
ed  clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S. A.;  and  Dr.  F. 
Eppling  Reinartz  of  New  York, 
secretary  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America.  They  were  in 
Seattle  to  attend  sessions  of  the 
NCC  General  Board,  the  council’s 
policy  making  body. 

Both  churchmen  emphasized  that 
the  “misunderstanding”  stemmed 
from  the  5,000-word  message  to  the 
Christian  Churches  issued  by  the 
study  conference  following  its 
meeting  in  Cleveland. 

Dr.  Blake,  president  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  in  1954-57,  said  that  three  sen¬ 
tences  in  the  message  “raised  all 
this  excitement.”  He  quoted  them 
as  follows: 

“With  reference  to  China, 
churches  should  urge  reconsidera¬ 
tion  by  our  government  of  its  pol¬ 
icy  in  regard  to  the  People’s  Repub¬ 
lic  of  China. 

“While  the  rights  of  the  peoples 
of  Taiwan  and  Korea  should  be 
safeguarded,  steps  should  be  taken 
toward  the  inclusion  of  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  in  the  United 
Nations  and  for  its  recognition  by 
our  government. 

“Such  recognition  does  not  imply 
approval.” 

Dr.  Blake  said:  “This  clearly  is 
not  a  policy  statement  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  but  is  rather  designed  to  make 
the  American  people  study  the  Far 
Eastern  policy  of  our  nation  in  the 
light  of  their  Christian  convictions.” 


Telephone  Samaritans 
Aid  Those  In  Despair 

Edinburgh,  Scotland  (RNS)  —  A 
group  of  Edinburgh  ministers,  psy¬ 
chiatrists  and  social  workers  have 
started  a  campaign  here  to  help 
persons  bent  on  suicide. 

Calling  themselves  Telephone 
Samaritans,  they  have  joined  in 
publicizing  a  local  telephone  num¬ 
ber  which  persons  in  despair  are 
requested  to  phone  any  time  of 
day  or  night. 

When  a  call  is  received,  the  op¬ 
erator  contacts  one  of  the  “Good 
Samaritans”  who  immediately  vis¬ 
its  the  caller  and,  if  necessary,  fur¬ 
ther  help  from  qualified  persons. 

Last  year  there  were  more  than 
70  suicides  and  100  attempted  sui¬ 
cides  in  Edinburgh. 
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Even  Ultimates  Can  Change 

THE  ultimate  in  weapons  of  warfare  change  as  new  devices 
for  man’s  defense  or  destruction  are  perfected.  When  the 
A-Bomb  and  then  the  H-Bomb  were  developed,  warfare  stu¬ 
dents  proclaimed  that  the  ultimate  in  weapons  had  been  fashioned. 
These  were  to  be  outdated,  however,  in  our  own  time  with  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  guided  missiles  having  nuclear  warheads.  Supposed¬ 
ly,  these  missiles  can  be  launched  from  secluded  places  and  guided 
to  a  predetermined  target  anywhere  in  the  world. 

A  major  shift  in  our  national  defense  policy  was  announced 
last  week,  presumably  to  offset  any  military  gain  that  a  theoretical 
enemy  might  have  possessing  guided  missiles.  Our  shift  is  from 
an  anti-aircraft  defense  against  enemy  planes  carrying  nuclear 
bombs  to  anti-missile  missiles  which  would  seek  out  enemy  guided 
missiles,  destroying  them  in  the  air  before  they  reach  their  targets. 

This  month’s  Harpers  magazine  has  an  article  suggesting  what 
very  well  may  be  described  as  the  next  in  ultimate  weapons,  the 
use  of  gas  and  germ  warfare.  The  Harpers  writer  makes  the  point 
that  properly  used,  these  weapons  can  accomplish  the  same  goals 
as  nuclear  weapons  but  with  far  less  destruction  of  life  and  prop- 
erty.  Just  where  all  these  fantastic  developments  in  warfare  re¬ 
finements  will  ultimately  lead,  nobody  seems  to  know.  One  con¬ 
clusion  that  anybody  can  reach  is  that  what  is  the  ultimate  in 
weapons  today  could  very  well  be  as  outmoded  tomorrow  as  the 
six-shooter  of  yesterday’s  Dodge  City. 

The  absolute  ultimate  in  weapons  is  not  fashioned  at  Oak  Ridge 
nor  tested  at  Cape  Canaveral.  The  Absolute  Ultimate  was  born  in 
Bethlehem  and  tested  at  Calvary.  When  the  world  has  come  to  its 
senses  to  receive  the  Way  of  love,  understanding,  compassion  and 
faith,  it  can  dispense  with  guided  and  unguided  missiles,  costly  de¬ 
fenses,  gases  that  temporarily  destroy  man’s  will  to  resist,  and 
germs  that  destroy  health  and  food  supplies. 

Until  that  day  when  Christian  love  and  enlightened  reason 
triumph,  we  can  only  hope  that  the  time  will  never  come  when  any 
of  these  ultimates  in  military  weapons  will  be  put  to  a  real  test  in 
international  conflicts. 

Of  Especial  High  Interest 

THOSE  ministers  and  laymen  fortunate  enough  to  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  share  the  annual  conference  sessions  of  any  of 
the  three  conferences  in  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  just  con¬ 
cluded  were  impressed,  as  we  were,  with  at  least  four  significant 
emphases.  These  matters  seem  to  take  precedent  in  importance 
even  over  that  of  the  election  of  General  and  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  delegates,  although  anyone  attending  could  not  help  but 
be  aware  that  the  elections  were  very  much  a  part  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings. 

First,  and  perhaps  most  meaningful  in  each  session  was  the 
presentation  and  recognition  of  missionaries  who  are  soon  to  go  to 
fields  of  duty  in  other  lands.  In  each  instance  these  missionaries 
who  were  native  to  the  conference  were  presented,  and  in  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  one  of  the  missionaries  was  commissioned 
during  the  conference  session.  The  presence  of  these  committed, 
commissioned  persons  served  as  a  point  of  high  inspiration  to  the 
conferences  and  helped  greatly  to  make  real  the  work  of  spreading 
the  Christian  gospel  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Second,  the  emphases  on  Higher  Education,  especially  the  goal 
of  $1.00  per  member  for  Hendrix  (in  Arkansas)  and  Centenary  (in 
Louisiana)  Colleges  with  an  additional  30c  per  member  for  Wesley 
Foundation  program  and  an  offering  on  Race  Relations  Day  in 
Arkansas  for  Philander  Smith  College  was  forcefully  presented  in 
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each  instance.  Reports  show  that  each  conference  has  made  prog¬ 
ress  toward  the  realization  of  these  goals,  but  each  conference  has 
a  substantial  distance  to  go  yet  before  reaching  the  goal.  Each  con¬ 
ference  emphasized  its  intention  of  attaining  the  goal  by  June, 
1960. 

Third,  there  was  a  strong  evangelistic  note  sounded  in  each 
conference  session.  Conference  leaders  having  the  responsibility 
for  this  area  of  work  are  keenly  aware  of  the  present  opportunities 
and  they  presented  aggressive,  creative  programs  which  should 
serve  to  stimulate  interest  and  response  by  local  church  leaders. 
Louisiana  reported  a  substantial  increase  in  membership,  passing 
the  120,000  mark.  Both  Arkansas  conferences  recorded  slight 
losses,  in  the  face  of  3,714  members  being  dropped  during  the  year 
by  local  churches  in  quarterly  conference  action.  The  important 
factor,  however  is  the  area-wide  spirit  of  support  of  proposed  evan¬ 
gelistic  programs  for  next  year  expressed  in  the  response  by  the 
conferences. 

Fourth,  each  conference  was  altogether  conscious  of  its  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  church  extension,  the  organization  and  building  of 
churches  in  new  residential  areas  in  cities  and  towns  now  experi¬ 
encing  population  growth.  The  Louisiana  Conference  has  been 
especially  alive  to  the  opportunity,  and  fortunately  so  because  the 
need  is  greater  in  that  conference.  However,  the  Arkansas  con¬ 
ferences  have  made  progress.  On  the  other  hand,  neither  state  has 
fully  met  its  opportunity  at  this  point.  Indications  are,  though, 
that  this  point  will  be  pressed  further. 

Missions,  Higher  Education,  Evangelism,  Church  Extension, 
these  are  but  four  of  the  great  programs  presented  at  the  annual 
conference  sessions.  Other  areas  of  work  equally  important  were 
emphasized.  These  four,  however,  seemed  to  have  moved  each  of 
the  conferences  in  an  especially  fine  way.  The  year  will  reveal 
the  extent  to  which  Methodists  will  respond  to  the  challenges 
experienced. 
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DEEN  THOMPSON,  senior  student  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  Shreveport,  will  be  youth  di¬ 
rector  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Denham 
Springs,  during  the  summer  months.  He  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  entire  youth  program  of  the 
church.  Rev.  Ned  I>.  Stout  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  DON  WINEINGER  and  his  family  were 
honored  at  a  reception  held  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  McGuire  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  on  Sunday  evening,  May  31,  to  wel¬ 
come  him  back  for  the  third  year  as  pastor  of 
the  church. 

D ELTON  PICKERING,  a  member-on-trial  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  will  serve  this 
summer  as  associate  director  of  Camp  Quinipet, 
the  summer  assembly  grounds  and  training  area 
of  the  New  York  East  Conference.  The  camp  is 
located  on  Shelter  Island,  off  Long  Island,  New 
York.  Mr.  Pickering  is  a  senior  at  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  School. 

REV.  M.  C.  CADY,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
Cady  of  Lake  Charles,  preached  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service  of  the  Simpson  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Sunday  night,  June  7. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Cady,  a  former  member  of  this 
church,  has  recently  been  accepted  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  to  go  to  Brazil.  His  subject  was  “Why 
I  Am  Going  to  Be  a  Missionary.”  Rev.  Cleburne 
W.  Quaid  is  pastor  of  the  Simpson  Church. 

MRS.  M.  L.  DeFREESE  and  Mrs.  Sam  Black- 
well,  members  of  McGuire  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  were  presented  Life 
Membership  in  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  by  Mrs.  Walter  Frank,  Society  treasurer, 
May  31,  at  the  evening  worship  service.  A  Youth 
Membership  was  presented  to  Miss  Glenda  Wal¬ 
ters  by  Mrs.  W.  M.  Smith,  out-going  secretary 
of  Student  Work.  Rev.  Don  Wineinger  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

JUDGE  ANNA  LEVY  of  the  New  Orleans  Juve¬ 
nile  Court  spoke  Monday  night,  June  8,  in 
the  Community  Hall.  Judge  Levy  discussed 
“Other  People’s  Children”  in  an  address  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  of  guidance  to  all  adults  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  youth  and  their  problems.  The  program 
was  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
ten  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is  the  pastor. 

A  RECEPTION  honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  on  their  return  to  Carrollton  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Estill  F.  Allen, 
Jr.,  on  their  appointment  to  Carrollton  Church 
was  held  following  the  evening  worship  service 
of  the  church  on  Sunday,  June  7.  Dr.  Bowdon 
has  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  since  1957. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 


Methodist  University  with  B.D.  and  M.A.  degrees, 
and  is  a  certified  director  of  Christian  education. 

REGULAR  SCHEDULE  of  services  was  ob¬ 
served  Sunday,  May  31,  at  the  Gretna  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  At  the  8:30  a.m.  service  the  speak¬ 
er  was  R.  E.  Mittelstaedt,  lay  leader  from  the 
Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
At  the  11:00  a.m.  service  the  guest  minister  was 
Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel,  pastor  of  the  Second  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  the  MYF  of  the 
church  conducted  the  evening  worship  service. 
Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  was  the  pastor  at  that 
time,  and  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker  is  the  newly 
assigned  pastor. 

BARRY  LYNN  JOHNSON,  now  completing  re¬ 
quirements  for  his  master’s  degree  at  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  Texas,  has  been  engaged  as 
instructor  in  health  and  physical  education  at 
Centenary  College.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  will  as¬ 
sume  his  new  duties  in  September,  will  replace 
Fred  Bedelle,  who  resigned  the  position  in  order 
to  complete  work  for  his  PhD  degree  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Johnson  has  had 
experience  as  a  swimming  instructor,  life  guard 
and  director  of  boys’  clubs.  He  is  a  native  of 
DeKalb,  Texas,  and  is  married. 

DR.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS  preached  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service  of  the  Rayville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Sunday,  May  17.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  were  honored  at  a  supper  meeting  at  the 
church  on  May  7  in  appreciation  of  their  serv¬ 
ice.  A  gift  was  presented  to  them  on  behalf  of 
the  church  by  Col.  T.  S.  Gunby,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board.  Dr.  Harris  served  six  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District  and  at  the 
recent  annual  conference  was  appointed  as  pas¬ 
tor  to  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Church. 

REV.  RONALD  DEVILLIER,  who  will  direct 
the  Senior  High  and  Older  Youth  programs 
for  the  summer  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  preached  at  the  evening  worship 
service  of  the  church  on  June  7,  in  the  absence 
of  Jim  Lamberson  who  is  doing  graduate  study 
at  Indiana  University.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Devillier 
is  from  Rayne,  Louisiana  and  graduated  from 
LSU  in  1958.  He  has  been  in  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  for  one  year  during  which  time  he 
directed  youth  activities  at  Highland  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

THE  EVENING  SERVICE  of  the  Vivian  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  June  7,  featured  a 
short  program  presented  by  the  teachers  and 
children  of  the  Vacation  Church  School.  Mrs. 
Harry  Garrett,  Sr.,  was  director  of  the  School 


NOTICE:  GROUP  INSURANCE  POLICY 
HOLDERS 

To  the  members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference:  If  you  desire  to  reduce  the  total 
premium  for  Life  and  Hospitalization  coverage, 
instead  of  paying  the  premium  for  $3,000  Life 
coverage  you  may  elect  to  take  the  $2,000  Life 
coverage  ($95.85  for  each  minister  and  a  similar 
amount  for  the  local  church,)  or  $88.44  for  $1,000 
Life  coverage.  This  in  no  way  effects  the  Hos¬ 
pitalization  coverage.  A  similar  action  may  be 
taken  for  ministers  with  only  one  dependent  or 
by  those  with  no  dependents. 

Carl  F.  Lueg,  chairman 

Committee  on  Insurance,  Louisiana  Conf. 


and  her  staff  included  the  following:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Mackey,  Mrs.  Harry  Garrett,  Jr.,  Miss 
Helen  Burr,  Mrs.  Bunk  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Boyter, 
Judy  Harwell,  Mrs.  Claude  McFarland,  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Groft,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Holifield,  Sandra  Groft,  Linda 
Holifield,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Smith,  Mrs.  Owen  Clawson, 
Marian  Kibler  and  Linda  Edwards.  Rev.  Alfred 
M.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

OFFICERS  for  the  recently  organized  Older 
Youth  Fellowship  at  McGuire  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  are:  Russell  Morrow,  pres¬ 
ident;  Sue  Taylor,  vice-president;  Pat  Calhoun, 
secretary;  and  Milton  Smith,  treasurer.  These 
officers  together  with  the  newly  elected  officers 
of  the  Methodist  Men,  W.S.C.S.  and  Senior  MYF, 
were  installed  at  the  evening  worship  service  of 
the  church  recently.  Installed  were:  Cary  Cheek, 
president  of  Methodist  Men;  Mrs.  Walter  Hal¬ 
bert,  president  of  W.S.C.S.;  Bill  Knight,  presi¬ 
dent,  Senior  MYF;  and  Russell  Morrow,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Older  Youth  Fellowship.  Rev.  Don 
Wineinger  is  pastor. 

DR.  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  Centennial  Observance  of  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  June  14.  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ris  was  pastor  of  the  church  for  five  years,  1934- 
39,  during  which  time  the  educational  annex  to 
the  church  was  built  and  the  sanctuary  was  en¬ 
larged.  The  following  committee  members  par¬ 
ticipated  in  plans  for  the  Observance:  Mrs.  O.  N. 
Reynolds,  chairman  with  Mrs.  Cicero  Godfrey 
as  co-chairman;  Rev.  Douglas  Williams,  pastor, 
and  Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll,  program;  Miss  Flossie  Car- 
roll,  hospitality;  Mrs.  Adele  Redditt  and  Rev. 
S.  A.  Seegers,  special  invitations  with  the  M.Y.F. 
assisting;  Judge  Vincent  Mouser,  history;  Mrs. 
L.  R.  Adams,  decorations;  and  Marcus  Thorn¬ 
hill,  arrangements. 

MRS.  E.  L.  TATUM  was  honored  at  a  tea  June 
2  in  the  recreation  room  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Oak  Grove.  Receiving  the  guests  were 
Mrs.  Thurman  Pippens  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McCabe. 
The  honoree’s  guest  book  was  presided  over  by 
Mrs.  James  McIntosh.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Dickinson, 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Sanford  and  Mrs.  Ruby 
Bardin  presided  at  the  punch  bowl  and  were 
assisted  with  serving  by  Mrs.  S.  H.  Campbell 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Rountree,  Jr.  Mrs.  Tatum  was 
presented  a  four-piece  silver  coffee  service  in 
appreciation  and  love  by  Mrs.  Dorothy  Womack 
from  the  ladies  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Tatum  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  E.  L.  Tatum  who  was  transferred 
from  the  Oak  Grove  Church  to  the  Metairie 
Methodist  Church  at  the  recent  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  . 

SIXTEEN  Shreveport  citizens  make  up  the  cast 
of  a  half  hour  religious  movie  which  was 
previewed  at  the  Shreveport  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium  on  Wednesday,  May  20.  The  title  of  the 
dramatic  movie  produced  by  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  is  “Where  Your  Treasure 
Is,”  and  deals  with  the  theme  of  Christian  Stew¬ 
ardship.  Clarence  Yancey,  attorney,  takes  the 
lead  part,  and  others  in  the  cast  are  Helen  Stall, 
Betty  Brandon,  Dickie  Flowers,  Mimi  Heinrichs, 
Steve  Lindley,  Mimi  Couch,  Dortha  Carter,  Mil- 
ton  Crow,  R.  Z.  Biedenharm,  Ronnie  Free,  Frank 
Quin  and  Eunice  Sabo.  Technical  direction  of 
the  movie  was  done  by  Tom  Reeh  of  KSLA  Tele¬ 
vision  Staff.  The  preview  showing  of  the  movie 
was  made  as  a  part  of  First  Methodist’s  “Pro¬ 
portionate  Giving  Church-Nite”  program.  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LIFE’S  LOOSE  ENDS 

Let  us  suppose  I  own  a  sailboat.  (I  don’t  but  it  is  a  pleasant 
thought.)  A  sailor  at  the  little  harbor  where  it  is  kept  comes  to  me 
and  says:  Your  tackle  hangs  loose;  it  cannot  hold  the  mast  firm  in 
its  place  or  keep  the  sail  spread  out.”  I  would  at  once  look  to  the 
loose  ends  of  my  sailing  equipment. 

Centuries  ago  the  great  prophet  Isaiah  looked  at  his  nation  and 
used  those  same  words  in  the  thirty-third  chapter  of  his  prophecy. 

What  does  that  statement  mean  when  applied  to  a  nation  or  a 
person?  I  think  it  means  life  needs  tightening  up  if  we  are  to  be  made 
shipshape.  And  now  as  we  are  entering  the  vacation  season,  it  be¬ 
hooves  us  to  examine  our  tackle. 

We  think  of  vacations  as  the  time  for  relaxing  and  easing  ten¬ 
sions.  And  they  should  be.  But  we  should  remember  that  tensions 
are  caused  by  our  lives  getting  out  of  order.  Whittier  had  the  right 
idea  when  he  wrote: 

Take  from  our  souls  the  strain  and  stress  and  let  our  ordered 
lives  confess  the  beauty  of  Thy  peace.” 

Vacation  is  the  time  for  setting  our  lives  in  order  and  making 
them  shipshape. 

One  set  of  loose  ends  which  needs  to  be  inspected  is  impulses  not 
organized.  We  are  born  little  bundles  of  desire.  The  infant  reaches 
out  for  anything  that  catches  its  fancy  and  its  fancy  changes  with 
almost  every  fleeting  moment.  If  the  child  does  not  outgrow  that 
impulsiveness,  it  remains  childish.  Some  impulses  must  be  curbed, 
others  cultivated.  Impulsive  living  means  life  at  odds  and  ends. 

A  curious  fact  about  life  is  that  when  we  just  let  ourselves  go  and 
do  what  we  like  when  we  like  it,  we  cease  before  long  to  like  what 
we  do.  For  this  reason  William  James  said  a  person  should  do  one 
unpleasant  duty  every  day  just  to  keep  himself  in  moral  trim.  If  we 
never  put  ourselves  out  to  curb  some  impulses,  we  eventually  feel  “put 
out.” 

In  a  hotel  some  time  ago,  I  saw  signs  at  various  points  reading, 
“For  the  convenience  of  our  guests.”  Such  suggestions  are  appreci¬ 
ated  in  a  hotel.  But  a  home  can  hardly  be  run  as  a  convenience.  To 
be  sure,  we  want  as  many  household  conveniences  as  we  can  secure. 
But  only  when  members  of  the  family  share  some  uncongenial  tasks 
and  some  mutual  sacrifices  do  they  come  to  enjoy  the  solid  satisfac¬ 
tions  and  spiritual  blessings  of  the  home. 

Likewise  in  our  relationship  with  God  we  are  a  part  of  His  fam¬ 
ily.  And  we  cannot  enter  fully  into  the  fellowship  of  God’s  family 
if  we  treat  Him  and  His  church  merely  as  a  convenience.  If  we  turn 
to  God  only  when  we  feel  the  need  of  His  help  in  trouble,  we  shall 
never  know  God’s  friendship.  Or  if  we  go  to  church  only  when  we 
feel  like  it  or  when  we  wish  to  use  it  for  a  marriage  ceremony,  we 
shall  not  receive  the  joy  and  peace  and  power  of  our  religious  faith. 

We  must  sometimes  sacrifice  our  personal  convenience  and  do 
some  uncongenial  tasks  in  the  service  of  God  and  His  other  children. 
This  is  one  reason  why  men  join  the  church  and  assume  certain  obli¬ 
gations. 

The  family,  the  church,  the  state,  like  a  ship,  cannot  be  run  by 
impulse.  They  must  have  an  organized  crew  of  responsible  persons. 
Will  we  be  members  of  the  crew  or  passengers  just  out  for  the  ride? 

Other  loose  ends  which  need  to  be  tightened  are  scruples  which 
have  grown  lax.  I  think  of  a  young  man  who  came  to  Manhattan 
from  a  godly  home  in  the  Middle  West.  He  came  with  a  sensitive 
conscience  which  like  a  camera  could  take  a  snapshot  of  a  moral 
wrong.  He  has  lived  for  some  years  in  the  foggy  atmosphere  of  com¬ 
promise  which  hangs  over  some  of  our  social  and  business  circles. 
Now  he  can  take  a  time  exposure  of  a  flagrant  evil  and  register  only 
a  dull  impression.  He  now  winks  at  situations  which  once  shocked 
him. 

When  I  look  at  such  laxity  of  scruples,  I  think  of  the  old  scrip¬ 
tural  statement,  “They  sowed  the  wind  and  they  reaped  the  whirl¬ 
wind.”  A  little  loosening  here  and  there,  a  little  compromise  at  this 
point  and  that,  and  then  some  gust  of  temptation  can  whip  the  easy 
breez’ness  into  a  whirlwind. 

We  of  the  free  world  believe  in  free  enterprise  and  free  con¬ 
science.  Let  us  then  remember  the  words  of  President  Eisenhower 
quoted  at  the  cornerstone  laying  of  the  Interchurch  Center  in  New 
York  last  October.  “Liberty  is  the  priceless  opportunity  of  self- 
discipline.”  If  we  would  not  be  wrecked  in  the  storms  which  threaten 
freedom,  we  must  keep  our  impulses  organized  and  our  consciences 
fit. 


"Too  bad  we  can't  enlist  such  talent  for  collect¬ 
ing  overdue  pledges!" 


The 

Layman’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Job  of  the  “Catalyst” 

If  you  took  chemistry  either  in 
high  school  or  in  college,  you  re¬ 
member  the  term  “Catalyst”,  or 
“catalytic  action.”  The  first  word 
describes  certain  chemicals  and  the 
second  describes  what  they  do. 
Briefly,  a  “catalyst”  is  a  certain 
chemical  which  can  be  added  to 
another  chemical  with  the  result 
that  the  second  chemical  is  greatly 
changed  in  form,  without  any  no¬ 
ticeable  change  in  the  form  of  the 
first  one.  This  “catalytic  action”  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the 
processes  in  today’s  wonderful 
world  of  miracle  chemicals  and 
drugs.  Recently  I  had  the  opportun¬ 
ity  of  going  through  a  large  oil  re¬ 
finery  in  southern  Oklahoma.  The 
manager  was  very  gracious  to  tell 
my  host  pastor  and  me  many  inter¬ 
esting  things  about  how  oil  is 
“cracked”  by  this  action.  This 
“cracking”  process  is  the  result  of 
running  certain  crude  oils  through 
certain  chemicals  with  astounding 
results.  For  instance,  I  saw  where 
they  pumped  a  certain  type  of  crude 
oil  into  a  tower  where  it  filtered 
down  through  a  specially  prepared 
chemical.  The  result  was  that  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tower  they  “took 
off”  both  propane  gas  and  high 
octane  gasoline.  The  “catalyst”  did 
the  trick  of  separating  them  in  a 
manner  that  only  God  could  .ar¬ 
range.  At  another  tower  we  saw 
where  a  certain  grade  of  oil  was 
run  through  the  specially  prepared 


chemical  and  all  the  low-grade  car¬ 
bons  were  drawn  off,  thus  increas¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  the  oil.  Then  the 
“catalyst”  was  refined  in  a  fire  and 
made  ready  to  be  used  again. 

The  more  I  thought  of  it,  the  more 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  active 
Christian  witness  is  a  sort  of  spiri¬ 
tual  “Catalyst.”  Here  stands  Christ 
ready  and  anxious  to  receive  any¬ 
one  who  does  not  know  His  cleans¬ 
ing  power.  Here  also  stands  the 
person  who  would  know  more  about 
the  forgiving  love  of  Christ.  It  is 
your  job  and  mine  to  act  as  the  “go- 
between”  who  would  bring  these 
two  together,  and  in  the  bringing 
we  lose  none  of  our  own  spiritual 
power.  In  fact,  we  actually  gain 
more  by  this  sort  of  spiritual  exer¬ 
cise. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  do  a  good 
deal  of  evangelistic  work  in  my 
home  state  and  in  other  states.  At 
every  church  where  I  am  asked  to 
visit  and  speak,  the  situation  is  al¬ 
most  identical.  The  work  which  is 
done  in  the  pulpit  is  a  comparative¬ 
ly  small  part  of  the  fruitful  work 
of  a  revival.  Personal  evangelism 
on  the  part  of  church  members  who 
really  have  a  speaking  knowledge 
of  Christ,  has  always  been  the  key 
to  the  success  of  winning  people  for 
the  Master.  Regardless  of  how  poor 
we  may  feel  our  ability  to  be,  God 
somehow  uses  it  to  His  glory  and 
with  great  power  as  the  people 
whom  we  visit  catch  from  us  the 
thought  of  His  redeeming  love. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  June  28,  1959:  NATIONS  NEED  RELIGIOUS  LEADERS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  2  KINGS  CHAPTERS  11  AND  12.  LESSON 
TEXT  2  KINGS  11:4,  9-12,  17-19,  21. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  lips  of  a  priest  should  guard  knowledge,  and 
men  should  seek  instruction  from  his  mouth,  for  he  is  the  messenger  of 
the  LORD  of  hosts.  Malachi  2:7.  (RSV) 


Today  we  come  to  the  final  lesson  of  the  se¬ 
ries  of  thirteen  lessons  under  the  general  subject, 
“God  In  Human  Affairs.”  These  lessons  began 
with  the  time  of  Samuel  when  he  was  judge  in 
Israel.  They  have  carried  us  through  the  anoint¬ 
ing  of  Saul,  the  first  king  of  Israel,  and  the  rule 
of  David  and  Solomon,  rulers  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom. 

Then  came  the  division  of  the  kingdom,  after 
the  death  of  Solomon,  into  the  Kingdom  of  Israel, 
in  the  north  and  the  Kingdom  of  Judah  in  the 
south.  Four  different  kings  had  ruled  over  Judah 
at  the  time  of  our  last  lesson.  Israel  had  seven 
different  kings  during  this  same  period.  Today 
our  lesson  has  to  do  with  the  crowning  of 
Judah’s  8th  king  since  the  kingdom  divided. 

Reading  the  history  of  the  rise  and  fall  of 
kings  among  the  Hebrew  people,  we  may  be 
surprised  at  some  of  the  cruel,  barbarious  things 
some  of  them  did.  Perhaps  that  surprise  would 
not  be  so  great  if  we  are  familiar  with  the  many 
inhuman  acts  rulers  of  other  nations  in  early 
days  practiced  in  order  to  secure  a  crown. 

While  the  Israelites  were  the  founders  and 
promoters  of  the  one  true  religion  of  their  day, 
nevertheless,  their  lives  and  moral  conduct  were 
often  greatly  influenced  by  the  standards  of  na¬ 
tions  about  them.  Some  of  the  shocking  actions 
we  read  about  in  the  lives  of  some  early  leaders 
among  the  Jews,  were  quiet  common,  if  not  cus¬ 
tomary,  in  the  nations  about  them. 

Background  of  the  Lesson 

We  would  not  get  much  from  the  lesson  text 
for  today  unless  we  have  in  mind  the  events 
which  led  up  to  the  situation  as  we  find  it  in 
our  lesson. 

Last  Sunday  we  studied  something  of  the 
life  of  Jehoshaphat.  While  at  heart  a  good  king, 
Jehoshaphat  did  some  things  which  brought 
much  trouble  to  Judah  in  later  years. 

One  thing,  which  opened  the  door  to  real 
trouble  for  Judah,  was  the  effort  of  Jehoshaphat 
to  make  peace  with  Ahab,  the  very  wicked  king 
of  Israel.  Jezebel,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ahab, 
was  even  more  wicked  than  he.  As  a  part  of  his 
peace  plans,  Jehoshaphat  had  his  son,  Jehoram, 
to  marry  Athaliah,  the  daughter  of  Ahab  and 
Jezebel. 

When  Jehoram  succeeded  his  father  Jehosha¬ 
phat  as  king,  he  soon  became  embroiled  in  war 
and  was  killed.  Ahaziah,  the  youngest  son  of 
Jehoram  and  Athaliah,  became  king.  He  was 
crowned  king  because  all  of  his  older  brothers 
had  been  killed  by  Arabian  plunderers. 

Ahaziah  was  forty-two  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign.  He  reigned  only  one  year.  “He 
walked  in  the  ways  of  Ahab  because  his  mother, 
(Jezebel’s  daughter)  was  his  counselor  to  do 
wickedly.”  2  Chronicles  22:3.  Ahaziah  joined  the 
king  of  Israel  to  make  war  against  Syria  and 
was  killed. 

When  Ahaziah’s  mother,  Athaliah,  heard  of 
his  death  she  decided  to  kill  all  possible  heirs 
to  the  throne,  including  the  children  of  Ahaziah, 
her  grandchildren.  By  some  means  Jehosheba, 
sister  to  king  Ahaziah,  stole  away  Joash,  their 
infant  son,  and  hid  him  in  the  temple.  Athaliah, 
thinking  all  heirs  to  the  throne  had  been  killed, 
herself  assumed  the  rulership  of  Judah  and 
ruled  as  queen  for  six  years.  She  was  the  only 
woman  ever  to  rule  over  either  Judah  or  Israel. 

Jehoiada  Joins  in  Plot  With  The  Military 

Jehoiada  was  the  priest  at  this  time.  His 


wife  was  Jehosheba,  the  sister  of  king  Ahaziah, 
who  stole  the  infant  Joash  at  the  time  of  the 
attempted  purge  of  all  heirs  to  the  throne  by 
Athaliah.  Since  she  was  the  wife  of  the  priest, 
Jehoiada,  this  made  it  possible  for  her  to  hide 
Joash  in  the  temple.  There  he  was  kept  in  hiding 
until  he  was  six  years  old.  In  Joash’s  seventh 
year,  Jehoiada,  the  priest  decided  to  put  him 
on  the  throne  of  Judah,  of  which  he  was  the 
rightful  heir.  He  made  this  possible  by  joining 
forces  with  the  “rulers  over  hundreds,  with  the 
captains  and  the  guard.” 

These  various  military  leaders  were  brought 
into  the  temple  by  Jehoiada.  There  he  revealed 
to  them  the  existence  of  Joash  and  made  a  cov¬ 
enant  with  them  which  apparently  included 
their  promise  to  join  with  him  in  his  plans  to 
place  Joash  on  the  throne. 

A  New  King  Crowned  in  The  Temple 

Since  Athaliah,  like  her  mother  Jezebel,  was 
a  worshiper  and  promoter  of  the  worship  of 
Baal,  she  had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  temple.  Consequently  the  temple 
was  an  ideal  hiding  place  for  the  child,  Joash. 
It  is  possible  that  this  indifference  to  the  Jewish 
temple  made  it  much  easier  for  Jehoiada,  the 
priest,  to  promote  his  plans  of  revolution  there 
without  detection. 

There  is  evidence,  however,  that  Jehoiada 
exercised  great  care  and  wisdom  in  the  details 
of  his  plan  for  making  Joash  king.  With  the  aid 
of  the  military,  Joash  was  surrounded  with  an 
armed  guard  when  he  was  brought  from  his 
place  of  hiding.  He  was  surrounded  by  the 
choice  leaders  of  the  armed  forces  of  Judah 
while  he  was  being  crowned  king.  It  was  only 
after  he  had  been  crowned  king  that  the  crowd 
seemed  to  forget  the  need  for  secrecy  and  with 
a  boundless  enthusiasm  clapped  their  hands 
and  shouted,  “God  save  the  king.”  It  was  the 
noise  of  this  tumult  of  rejoicing  that  finally, 
after  it  was  too  late,  awakened  Athaliah,  the 
queen,  to  what  was  taking  place.  She  rushed 
over  to  the  temple  and  saw  the  newly  crowned 
king  standing  in  the  midst  of  the  cheering 
throng.  “And  Athaliah  rent  her  clothes,  and 
cried,  Treason,  Treason.” 

Like  Mother — Like  Daughter 

There  are  striking  similarities  in  the  lives  of 
Jezebel  and  her  daughter,  Athaliah.  I  Kings  16: 
31  says  of  Ahab,  “He  took  to  wife  Jezebel  the 
daughter  of  Ethbaal  king  of  the  Zidonians,  and 
went  and  served  Baal  and  worshipped  him.” 
Athaliah  became  the  wife  of  Jehoram  as  a  part 
of  Jehoshaphat’s  efforts  to  make  peace  with 
Israel.  She  made  the  worship  of  Baal  popular 
in  Judah.  She  was  as  wicked  and  ruthless  as 
Jezebel  ever  was. 

Jezebel  came  to  a  violent  death  at  the  hands 
of  Jehu.  Dogs  ate  her  flesh  as  she  lay  in  the 
street  where  she  was  killed.  When  Athaliah 
came  rushing  into  the  temple  with  her  cries  of 
“Treason,”  when  Joash  was  crowned  king,  she 
was  taken  in  hand  by  the  captains  and  rushed 
out  of  the  temple  “and  she  went  through  the 
horses’  entrance  to  the  king’s  house;  and  there 
she  was  slain.”  (RSV) 

Covenant  Made  Between  The  Lord, 

The  King  and  The  People 

After  the  crowning  of  the  new  king,  Joash, 
and  the  death  of  Athaliah  who  had  come  to  the 
throne  by  a  series  of  murders,  some  things  were 


done  to  make  the  position  of  Joash  more  secure 
as  king. 

The  first  and  most  important  thing  done  was 
to  make  a  covenant  between  the  Lord,  the  king 
and  the  people,  that  they  should  be  the  Lord’s 
people.  The  Israelites  made  many  mistakes  be¬ 
tween  the  time  they  left  Egypt,  as  a  disorganized 
band  of  freed  slaves,  and  the  time  when  they 
were,  in  fact  the  religious  leaders  of  the  world. 
The  saving  feature  in  their  development  was 
the  fact  that,  again  and  again,  they  repented  of 
their  sins  and  rededicated  their  lives  to  the 
service  of  Jehovah. 

So  it  was  here,  after  a  long  period  in  which 
the  worship  of  Baal  was  rampant  throughout 
Judah,  that  the  people  made  a  covenant  with 
God  to  “be  the  Lord’s  people.”  It  was  the  king, 
the  priest  and  the  people  who  had  a  part  in  this 
covenant.  The  decisive  factor  in  the  life  of  the 
Jews  was  not  the  fact  that  they  frequently 
turned  away  from  the  worship  of  God.  The 
decisive  factor  in  their  lives  was  the  reaction 
which  usually  developed  when  they  were 
brought  face  to  face  with  their  sins.  The  deter¬ 
mining  factor  in  our  lives  today  is  not  the  ten¬ 
dency,  frequently  in  evidence,  to  turn  away  from 
high  standards  of  moral  and  religious  conduct. 
The  determining  factor  in  our  lives  is  our  re¬ 
action  to  the  consciousness  that  we  have  lost 
our  way  religiously.  Unless  it  stirs  us  to  new 
covenants  with  God,  we  are  lost  indeed. 

Following  the  covenant  between  the  God, 
the  king  and  the  people,  a  covenant  was  made 
also  between  the  king  and  the  people.  It  is 
necessary  for  us  to  have  a  proper  relationship 
with  each  other  before  we  can  maintain  a  prop¬ 
er  relationship  with  God.  Just  what  this  cov¬ 
enant  between  king  and  people  consisted  of  we 
do  not  know.  It  must  have  been  an  understand¬ 
ing  which  created  a  better  relation  between  the 
ruler  and  the  ruled. 

Altars  of  Baal  Broken  Down 

It  was  Jesus  who  said,  “No  man  can  serve 
two  masters.”  This  fact  seemed  to  dawn  on  the 
people  that  day  as  they  were  changing  rulers 
and  changing  their  allegiance  -to  God.  When 
they  had  made  their  covenant  with  God  the 
natural  thing  for  them  to  do,  and  a  very  neces¬ 
sary  thing  to  do,  was  to  go  out  and  destroy  the 
houses  and  images  of  Baal.  Verse  18  of  our  les¬ 
son  text  reads,  “And  all  the  people  of  the  land 
went  into  the  house  of  Baal,  and  brake,  it  down; 
his  altars  and  his  images  brake  they  in  pieces 
thoroughly,  and  slew  Matten  the  priest  of  Baal 
before  the  altars.”  There  could  be  no  divided 
allegiance  between  God  and  any  other  god. 

If  we  are  to  live  life  at  its  best,  religiously, 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  be  rid,  “thoroughly” 
of  any  interest  of  life  that  would  keep  us  from 
worshiping  the  true  God. 

A  Royal  Procession  from  Temple  to  Throne 

As  a  climax  to  the  crowning  of  Joash  in  the 
temple,  Jehoiada,  with  the  rulers,  the  captains 
and  the  guard,  brought  Joash,  in  triumphal  pro¬ 
cession,  from  the  temple  and  seated  him  on  the 
throne  in  the  king’s  house. 

Of  this  we  may  be  sure,  as  we  read  history, 
that  tyranny  rests  on  an  uncertain  foundation. 
Athaliah  thought  she  had  made  her  throne  se¬ 
cure  by  a  tyrannical  series  of  murders.  In  the 
course  of  history  we  learn  that  usually  a  baby 
is  born  who  later  challenges  the  tyrant.  Some 
godly  man  arises  who  will  bring  about  the  over¬ 
throw  of  tyranny.  Often  military  or  political 
powers  unite  to  put  down  the  tyrant  and  restore 
justice  in  places  of  authority.  It  is  almost  in¬ 
evitable  that  tyranny  sows  the  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction. 

This  triumphal  procession  of  Joash  from  the 
temple  to  the  throne  in  the  king’s  house  was  not 
the  first  of  such  incidents  in  the  world’s  life. 
Incidents  similar  to  that  have  repeatedly  oc¬ 
curred  in  history  since  that  day.  It  was  the 
poet,  James  Russell  Lowell  who  wrote  about, 
“Truth  forever  on  the  scaffold, 

Wrong  forever  on  the  throne.” 

It  is  true  that  “Wrong”  is  often  on  the 
throne.  It  is  true  also  that  “Wrong”  is  often 
dethroned  and  “Truth”  takes  its  rightful  place 
on  the  throne  in  national  life  as  well  as  in  the 
hearts  of  people. 

So  long  as  Jehoiada  lived  Joash  “did  that 
which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  all  his 
days.”  The  church  can  exercise  a  helpful  influ¬ 
ence  on  political  leaders. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference  Appointments  For  1959 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent— Paul  M.  Bumpers 
Antioch-Stoney  Point— Wilbert  Feagan 
Bald  Knob — Maurice  Lanier 
Batesville,  Asbury— Elsworth  Watson 
Batesville,  Central  Avenue  —  James  R. 
Chandler 

Batesville,  First  Church— Edwin  B.  Dodson 
Beebe-Ward— J.  M,  Barnett 
Bethesda-Cushman — A.  Stewart  Aist 
Bradford-Russell — To  be  supplied 
Cabot — Gail  Anderson 
Calico  Rock — Otha  E.  Strayhorn 
Cave  City— Thomas  J.  Nation 
Clinton— Cyril  Wilson 
Concord-Oak  Grove — To  be  supplied 
Cotter — Bull  Shoals — C.  Houston  Farmer 
Desha— Salado— John  W.  Sandage 
Evening  Shade— O.  Ray  Moncrlef 
Floyd  Circuit— Jack  Blume 
Griffith ville  Circuit— W.  B,  Yount 
Heber  Springs— Arnold  Simpson 
Judsonia— H.  W.  Jinske 
Kensett — Leon  Gilliam 
McRae  Circuit — Harold  Bailey 
Melbourne — Oliver  Logan 
Morganton  Circuit— Ramsey  Woodall 
Moorefield— Richard  E.  Connell 
Mountain  Home— Robert  B,  Howerton  Jr 
Mountain  Home  Circuit— Gerald  Martin 
Mountain  View — Ray  H,  Edwards 
Newark— Oil  Trough— W.  T.  Lingo 
Newark  Circuit— Everne  Hunter 
Pangburn  Circuit— Graham  Sellers 
Pleasant  Plains— R.  Cleveland  Yarbrough 
Quitman  Circuit— Charles  E.  Reed 
Rosebud  Circuit — Tom .  Cowan 
Salem — Elvis  Wright 

Searcy,  First  Church— Alvin  C,  Murray,  Jr 
Searcy,  Grace  Church— Arvest  Lawson 
Viola  Circuit— Ivan  R.  Wilson 
Yellville — B.  W.  Stallcup 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  _ 

Douglas  M.  Bale 

Student.  Perkins  School  of  Theology — John 
D  Jump 

Student.  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Page 
Allison  Thomas 

Deaconess,  White  County— Leota  Kreuger 
Deaconess,  Independence  County — Iris  Bell 
Student,  Emory  University— Mark  Wimmer 
Director  Town  and  Country  Department 
General  Board  of  Missions  —  Glenn  F. 
Sanford 

District  Director  TRAFCO— Arvest  Lawson 
District  Director  Golden  Cross — Gail  An¬ 
derson 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist— B. 
W.  Stall<?up 

District  Director  Evangelism— Robert  B 
Howerton,  Jr. 

District  Director  Temperance — Ray  H.  Ed¬ 
wards 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home — 
Quimbv  Smith 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Edwin  B. 
Dodson 


CONWAY  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Harold  O.  Eggen- 
sperger 

Atkins — Harvey  Hazelwood 
Belleville — John  Braden 
Bethel-Cato — Robert  Rutledge 
Conway,  First — Joel  Cooper 
Conway,  Salem — J.  Wilson  Crichlow 
Conway,  Weslev — James  Beal 
Damascus — Kelly  Yount 
Danville — J.  J.  Clark 
Dardanelle — James  W.  Workman 
Dover-London — John  Joe  Harris 
Greenbrier — Ralph  Hale 
Jacksonville — Byron  McSpadden 
Mayflower — To  be  supplied 
Morrilton,  First— Floyd  G.  Villines,  Jr. 
Morrilton  Circun — John  Wendell  Lee 
Naylor — To  be  supplied 

North  Little  Rock,  Amboy — Bob  S.  Ed¬ 
wards 

North  Little  Rock,  Beacon — Britt  Cordell 
North  Little  Rock,  First — W.  Henry  Good- 
loe 

Associate — W.  L.  Douglas 
Pastor  Emeritus — E.  T.  Wayland 
North  Little  Rock,  Gardner  Memorial — J. 
Albert  Gatlin 

North  Little  Rock,  Lakewood — Worth  W. 
Gibson 

North  Little  Rock.  Levy — Jesse  L.  Johnson 
Pastor  Emeritus — J.  L.  Pruitt 
North  Little  Rock,  Rose  City — Pryor  R. 
Cruce 

North  Little  Rock,  Sylvan  Hills — Norris 
Steele 

North  Little  Rock,  Washington  Ave. — Hor¬ 
ace  M.  Lewis 
'"•la — Carl  Strayhorn 
Dnrielo — To  be  supplied 
Perryville — To  be  supplied 
Plainview — Woodrow  Woods 
Plumerville — Farrell  Hatch 
Pone  County — Rayburn  Jackson 
Pottsville — M  H.  Peters 
Russellville.  First — George  G.  Meyer 
Rossellvillp.  Wesley — Vernon  Anderson 
Scotland — To  be  supplied 
V'Jonia — Howard  G.  Moore 
Waltreak — Vernon  Nisler 
Director.  Wesley  Foundation,  Conway  — 

T  amar  Davis 

Director,  Wesley  Foundation,  Russellville— 
Glenn  Morrison 

Executive  Secretary  Board  of  Education — 
tra  A.  Brumley 

Executive  Secretary  Town  and  Country 
Commission — E.  J.  Holifield 
Professor,  Hendrix  College — James  S.  Up- 
Ion 

Field  Representative,  Hendrix  College  — 
James  T.  Clemons 

Editor.  Arkansas  Methodist  —  Ewing  T. 
Wayland 

V  A  Chaplain — Gilbert  F.  Hyde 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
Doyce  Kennedy 


Student,  Iliff  School  of  Theology — Thomas 
English 

District  Director  TRAFCO— Floyd  Villines, 
Jr. 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home- 
Ken  Estes 

District  Director  Golden  Cross  —  Joel 
Cooper 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist— W. 
Henry  Goodloe 

District  Director  Temperance— Albert  Gat¬ 
lin 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  Norris 
Steele 

District  Missionary  Secretary— Vernon  An¬ 
derson 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — John  A.  Bayliss 
Bellefonte  Circuit— Orvil  Stahl 
Bentonville — Thurston  Masters 
Bentonville  Circuit— Loyd  G.  Hardin 
Berryville— John  S.  Workman 
Brightwater-Avoca— M.  B.  Short 
Centerton — Felix  Holland 
Decatur — Aubra  O.  Hays 
Elm  Springs-Harmon — Marvest  Lawson 
Eureka  Springs — Frank  Jones 
Farmington  Circuit— Charles  M.  Wheat 
Fayetteville,  Central— Robert  E.  L  Beard¬ 
en 

Pastor  Emeritus— William  Sherman 
Fayetteville,  Trinity— Joe  R.  Taylor 
Fayetteville,  Wiggins— Earl  Hughes 
Gentry — Bennie  Ruth 
Goshen  Circuit — Desmond  Heyliger 
Gravette-Sulphur — J.  Hilman  Byram 
Green  Forest  Area— W.  Leonard  Byers 
Harrison,  First— J.  Clarence  Wilcox 
Harrison,  St.  Paul— Wendell  Dorman 
Lincoln — J.  A.  Newell 
Madison  County  Area— Jewell  E.  Linam 
Marshall-Leslie — J.  Huston  Barrett 
Newton  County  Area— To  be  supplied 
Pea  Ridge — To  be  supplied 
Prairie  Grove — Dewey  Dark 
Rogers— W.  O.  Scroggins,  Jr. 

Associate — Joe  E.  Linam 
Siloam  Springs — G.  B.  Ames 
Springdale,  First — George  F.  Ivey 
Springdale,  Wesley— W.  Roy  Moyers 
Springtown-Highfill — Daniel  H.  Evans 
Valley  Springs  Circuit— Gaston  Matthews 
West  Circuit — Charles  Nance 
Winslow — To  be  supplied 
Wedington — Walter  Pennel 
Deaconess,  Madison  County  Area — Marv 
Chaffin 

Superintendent,  Western  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly— E.  G.  Kaetzell 

Minister  to  Students,  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas — A.  W.  Martin,  Sr. 

Missionary  Belgian  Congo— Edward  G. 
Matthews 

Student,  Drew  University  —  Thomas  E. 
Richardson 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Air  Force— Willie  Lilburn 
Walker 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Air  Force  —  J.  Rudolph 
Woodruff 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — E.  C. 
Sooter 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
J ames  Edwin  Loudermilk 
Student,  Vanderbilt  University— A.  W.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Jr. 

District  Director  TRAFCO— Earl  Hughes 
District  Director  Golden  Cross — Thurston 
Masters 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist— J. 
Hillman  Byram 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  W.  O. 
Scroggins,  Jr. 

District  Director  Temperance — J.  Clarence 
Wilcox 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home — 
Dr.  Will  H.  Mack 

D'strict  Missionary  Secretary— W.  Leonard 
Byers 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  —  Raymond  L. 
Franks 

Aubrey-Bexa — Fred  M.  Thompson 

Associate— Mrs.  Fred  M.  Thompson 
Augusta — Sam  P.  Auslam 

Pastor  Emeritus — H.  Lynn  Wade 
Brinkley— Brassfield — Harold  Spence 
Cherry  Valley — John  R.  Chapman 
Clarendon — H.  L.  Robison 
Colt  Circuit — To  be  supplied 
Cotton  Plant — Hunter — Raymond  Dorman 
Crawfordsville — Luther  K.  Wilson 
Earle — Harold  Wilson 
Elaine  Circuit — Charles  Casteel 
Forrest  City — S.  B.  Wilford 
Helena — Alf  A.  Eason 
Holly  Grove — George  McGhehey 
Hughes — Charles  Lewis 
Marianna — Haynes — H.  J.  Couchman 
Marion — Arvil  Brannan 
Marvell— Lee  Anderson 

Associate — Mrs.  Lee  Anderson 
McCroy — Pharis  J.  Holifield 
Parkin — Billy  V.  Dennis 
Patterson  Circuit — To  be  supplied 
Turrell — Gilmore— E.  E.  Stevenson 
Vanndale  Circuit — M.  J.  Pollard 
West  Helena — James  M.  Meadors,  Jr. 

Pastor  Emeritus — Sam  G.  Watson 
West  Memphis,  First — Dan  D.  Robinson 
West  Memphis,  Rosewood — Travis  Williams 
Wheatley — Moro — Aaron  Barling 
Widener — Round  Pond — M.  L.  Kaylor 
Wynne — McElroy — Archie  N.  Boyd 
District  Director  Evangelism  —  Archie  N. 
Boyd 

District  Missionary  Secretary  —  Dan  R. 
Robinson 

District  Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist — 
Sam  Auslam 

District  Director  Golden  Cross — Charles  W. 
Lewis 

District  Director  TRAFCO — Raymond  Dor¬ 
man  • 


District  Director  Temperance — Luther  K. 
Wilson 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home- 
Carl  Connor 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent— Ethan  W.  Dodgen 
Alix  Circuit — To  be  supplied 
Alma— W.  T.  Watson 
Altus — H.  Doyle  Millard 
Barling— Mountain  View— M.  C.  Bevens 
Booneville — Robert  Paul  Sessions 
Branch  Circuit— E.  F.  Flower 
Charleston— Charles  W.  Gjedde 
Clarksville — David  P.  Conyers 
Clarksville  Circuit— Raymond  Hawkins 
Fort  Smith,  First— Fred  G.  Roebuck 
Associate— William  A.  Cheyne 
Glover  Memorial— J.  Clib  Barton 
Goddard  Memorial— Elmo  A.  Thomason 
Associate — S.  O.  Patty 
Massard— To  be  supplied 
Midland  Heights— W.  A.  Downum 
St.  Luke’s— Paul  Kelly 
St.  Marks — Roy  E.  Poynor 
St.  Paul’s — J.  H.  Hoggard 
Wyatt  Memorial— Frank  R.  Clemmons 
Greenwood— Brady  Cook 

Associate — Verlie  F.  Harris 
Hartford-Midland— Willis  Legrand 
Hartman  Circuit — Fern  Cook 
Huntington  Circuit— George  J.  Kleeb 
Kibler  Circuit— Lindsey  Rolland 
Lamar — Raymond  Hawkins 
Lavaca — Olin  Cole 


Mansfield— Kenneth  j.  Renfroe 
Milltown-W ashburn — Elmer  C.  Dempsey 
Mulberry— Uriah  Smith 
New  Hope — To  be  supplied 
Ozark— Willis  Harl 
Paris— Hubert  E.  Pearce 
Prairie  View  Circuit— Dave  Smitherman 
Van  Buren,  First— Harry  R.  Weed 
City  Heights— Olin  R.  Findley 
St.  John’s— William  M.  Wilder 
Waldron— William  P.  Connell 
Waldron  Circuit— Carl  B.  Matthews 
Chaplain  State  Sanitorium,  Booneville— 
Bates  Sturdy 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology— John 
Clib  Barton 


Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology— James 
T.  Randle 


Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology— Rob¬ 
ert  Lee  Ritter 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology— Eu¬ 
gene  Shoemaker 

Missionary  to  Belgian  Congo— Jon  Gutherie 
District  Director  TRAFCO  —  William  P 
Connell 


District  Director  Golden  Cross  —  Hubert 
Pearce 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist — Fred 
G.  Roebuck 

District  Director  Evangelism— Elmo  Thom¬ 
ason 

District  Director  Temperance  —  George 
Kleeb 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home— 
Leslie  Bryant 

District  Missionary  Secretary— William  M. 
Wilder 


JONESBORO  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — A.  N.  Storey 
Bay — Virgil  Hainsey 
Black  Oak-Macey — L.  L.  Bounds 
Blytheville,  First— J.  Cammell  English 
Blytheville,  First  Associate  —  James  T 
Fleming 

Lake  Street— Eugene  Hall 
Christ  Church— Calvin  Mitchell 
Bono  Circuit — Lester  Nance 
Brookland  Circuit— Wayman  Hollis 
Caraway — Charles  Thompson 
Dell — A.  W.  Harris 

Harrisburg-Pleasant  Valley— Gaither  Mc- 
Kelvey 

Hickory  Ridge  Circuit— E.  C.  Hance 
J oiner- Whitten— Cecil  Harrison 
Jonesboro,  First— J.  W.  Watson 
Jonesboro,  First  Associate — Jim  Keith 
Fisher  Street— H.  M.  Sanford 
Huntington  Avenue— Ben  F.  Jordon 
Kiech  Memorial— Ray  Burrow 
St.  Paul’s— Joe  G.  Black 
Keiser-Riverside-Dyess — B.  J  Vancleve 
Lake  City-Lake  View— Lowell  Eaton 
Leachville — Earl  Carter 
Lepanto-Garden  Point— Elmus  C  Brown 
Luxora— Garland  Taylor 
Manila-St.  John’s— Clyde  Crozier 
Marked  Tree— Harold  D.  Womack 
Monette— Samuel  B.  Teague 
Mt.  Carmel— Frank  Shell 
Osceola — N.  Lee  Cate 
Trumann-Lunsford— Gerald  D.  Hammett 
Tyronza— W.  Glenn  Bruner 
Weiner — Jack  Glass 
Weona-Centerview — Joe  Hutto 
Wilson — L.  F.  La  Fever 
Yarbo — Harold  Brent 

Director  Wesley  Foundation,  Jonesboro  — 
Wayne  Olmstead 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Air  Force — Paul  Dean  Davis 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Air  Force — Lyman  T.  Bar¬ 
ger 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Air  Force— LeRoy  Henry 
District  Director  of  Arkansas  Methodist— 
N.  Lee  Cate 

District  Director  Evangelism — Gaither  Mc- 
Kelvey 

District  Missionary  Secretary  —  Ben  F. 
Jordan 

District  Director  Golden  Cross  —  Elmus 
Brown 

District  Director  TRAFCO  —  J.  Cammel 
English 

District  Director  Temperance  —  Harold 
Womack 

District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home — 
Earl  Whitaker 

Chaplain  V.  A.  Administration — Robert  A. 
Simpson 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent— Lloyd  M.  Conyers 
Beech  Grove— Charles  P.  Reed 
Biggers— Reyno— Y.  D.  Whitehurst 
Black  Rock — Portia — D.  Kern  Johnson 
Boydsville — J.  D.  Lawrence 
Corning— J.  T.  Byrd 
Hardy— Ravenden—M.  L.  Edgington 
Hoxie — Vernon  Paysinger 
Hurricane — Harvey’s  Chapel  —  Ray  Mc- 
Lester 

Imboden-Smithville — Charles  T.  Orr 
Lafe — J.  W.  Moore 
Leonard  Circuit— J.  B.  Harris 
Lorado  Circuit— Jim  West 
Mammoth  Spring— John  Richardson 
Marmaduke — James  Weatherford 
Maynard— L.  L.  Langston 
Newport,  First— Francis  A.  Buddin 
Umsted — Frank  Weatherford 
Paragould,  First— J.  Ralph  HiUis 
Griffin  Memorial— William  C.  Hightower 
East  Parish — Charles  Crossno 
West  Parish — Marvin  Thompson 
St.  Mark’s — James  G.  Smith 
Piggott— O.  D.  Peters 
Pocahontas— Charles  P.  McDonald,  Jr 
Ravenden  Springs— Friendship  —  Maurice 
Kemp 

Rector,  First— Paul  Lanier 
Fourth  Street— To  be  supplied 
Rector  Circuit — J.  T.  Holland 
Sedgewick— Egypt— T.  B.  Parmenter 
St.  Francis— W.  G.  Connor 
Stanford — Elbert  Brunner 
Swifton— Alicia— Van  W.  Hooker 
Tuckerman— W.  M.  Womack 
Walnut  Ridge— William  A.  Stewart 
District  Director  Golden  Cross — J.  T.  Byrd 
District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist — Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Stewart 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  J.  Ralph 
Hillis 

District  Director  Temperance— Paul  Lanier 
District  Commissioner  Children’s  Home  — 
Julian  Beakley 

District  Missionary  Secretary— Charles  P 
McDonald,  Jr. 

District  Director  TRAFCO— William  High¬ 
tower 


(IN) 


TRANSFERS 


Glenn  H.  Morrison,  on  trial,  from  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference. 

J.  Wilson  Crichlow.  an  elder,  from  the  St. 
Louis  Conference. 


lowa  Conference. 

Charles  W.  Gjedde,  an  elder,  from  the 
Texas  Conference. 

Francis  A.  Buddin,  an  elder,  from  the 
Little  Rock  Conference. 

James  Dell  Keith,  on  trial,  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference. 

Samuel  Berris  Teague,  an  elder  in  full 
connection,  from  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference. 


Charles  Thomas  Orr,  Jr.,  an  elder  from 
the  North  Iowa  Conference. 

•  •  • 


(OUT) 

Hugh  W.  Burtner,  on  trial,  to  the  South¬ 
west  Missouri  Conference. 

Calvin  Junior  Roetzel,  an  elder,  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference. 

John  Wesley  McKinney,  an  elder,  to  the 
Southwest  Missouri  Conference. 

John  T.  Flynn,  an  elder,  to  the  Southwest 
Missouri  Conference. 

Roy  I.  Bagley,  an  elder,  to  the  Little  Rock 
Conference. 

Fletcher  M.  Dodson,  class  of  the  second 
year,  to  the  St.  Louis  Conference,  ef¬ 
fective  July  1,  1958. 

Samuel  Berris  Teague,  on  trial,  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference. 


THREE  NEW  DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS  NAMED 
AT  N.  ARK.  ANNUAL  CONF. 

(Continued,  from  page  1 ) 

Alvin  Murray,  of  Searcy. 

Reserve  Jurisdictional  Conference 
lay  delegates  included  Sherman 
Crabtree  of  Bentonville,  T.  L.  Hunt 
of  Ft.  Smith,  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap. 

Dr.  Douglas  Jackson,  professor  in 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas,  Texas  Conference, 
was  the  conference  preacher.  Dr. 
Jackson  delivered  sermons  to  large 
congregations  in  the  Ft.  Smith  First 
Church  sanctuary  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings 
and  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons.  The  sermon  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  was  the  prdination 
sermon. 

Bishop  Martin  delivered  devo¬ 
tional  addresses  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  mornings  at 
the  beginning  of  business  sessions. 
These  devotional  services  were 
broadcast  over  Ft.  Smith  radio  sta¬ 
tion  KFST  as  was  the  reading  of 
the  appointments. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  a  service  of  recogition 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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three  new  district 

SUPERINTENDENTS  NAMED 
AT  N.  ARK.  ANNUAL  CONF. 

(Continued  from  page  8) 
for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Matthews 
who  will  leave  shortly  for  Brussels, 
Belgium,  where  they  will  study 
languages  for  several  months  prep¬ 
aratory  to  missionary  service  in  the 
Belgian  Congo,  Africa.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Matthews  were  commissioned 
as  Methodist  missionaries  by  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews,  a  recent 
graduate  of  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas,  is  a  native  of 
Calico  Rock,  and  Mrs.  Matthews  is 
of  Arkadelphia.  They  have  an  in¬ 
fant  son,  Mark.  They  will  sail  from 
New  York  in  mid-July. 

An  important  action  of  the  con¬ 
ference  session  was  the  adoption  of 
a  goal  of  a  net  increase  in  member¬ 
ship  in  local  churches  which  will 
bring  the  total  membership  for  the 
conference  to  97,500  by  June,  1960. 
Conference  membership  reported 
this  year  is  95,634. 

The  conference  voted  to  com¬ 
plete  by  June,  1960,  the  attainment 
of  the  goal  of  $1  per  member  in  its 
support  of  Hendrix  College  and  30c 
per  member  for  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion.  More  than  $43,500  was  re¬ 
ported  paid  this  past  year  to  Hen¬ 
drix  College  on  the  $1  per  member 
goal,  an  increase  of  approximately 
$8,000  more  than  last  year,  but 
slightly  less  than  an  average  of  50c 
per  member.  As  a  part  of  the 
Higher  Education  emphasis,  the 
conference  also  voted  to  include  an 
offering  in  each  church  on  Race  Re¬ 
lations  Sunday  for  Philander  Smith 
College. 

Another  significant  related  action 
was  the  decision  by  the  conference 
to  join  with  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  in  a  Capital  fund  campaign  to 
raise  $517,000  for  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  buildings.  Since  the  confer¬ 
ence  year  1959-60  will  be  devoted 
to  the  emphasis  on  reaching  the  $1 
per  member  goal  for  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  and  30c  per  member  for  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  program,  the  Capi¬ 
tal  funds  campaign  will  actually  be¬ 
gin  in  June,  1960.  The  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference’s  share  of  the 
state-wide  Wesley  Foundation 
campaign  will  be  $239,738,  with 
credit  being  given  in  districts  where 
money  has  already  been  raised  for 
Wesley  Foundation  buildings. 

Other  Actions  Taken 

Other  important  actions  of  the 
conference  included: 

Voting  a  strong  commendation 
for  the  leadership  of  Bishop  Martin, 
and  requesting  that  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Martin  be  returned  to  the  Ar- 
kansas-Louisiana  Area  for  the  1960- 
64  quadrennium. 

Memorializing  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  legislation  which  would 
permit  the  election  of  an  additional 
Bishop  for  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  beyond  the  number  now 
permitted  by  Methodist  legislation. 

Voting  to  conduct  a  conference¬ 
wide  United  Evangelistic  Mission 
next  fall,  with  the  Paragould, 
Jonesboro,  Forrest  City  and  Bates- 
ville  Districts  assisting  the  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Ft.  Smith,  and  Conway  Dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  first  half  of  the  mis¬ 
sions,  October  25-30.  The  last  half 
of  the  mission  will  be  conducted  in 
the  Eastern  districts,  November  15- 
20,  with  the  Fayetteville,  Ft.  Smith 
and  Conway  Districts  assisting. 

Voting  to  withdraw  a  proposed 
Capital  Funds  campaign  to 
strengthen  the  conference  Board  of 
Pensions  program;  a  special  com- 


ference  pensions  program  and  re¬ 
port  to  the  1960  annual  conference 
mittee  was  named  to  study  the  con- 
session. 

Raising  the  annuity  rate  for  re¬ 
tired  members  of  the  conference 
from  $38  to  $40  per  service  year. 

Voting  to  hold  a  series  of  steward¬ 
ship  cultivation  workshops,  with 
special  emphasis  being  given  to 
helping  new  pastors,  enlarged 
charges,  new  churches  and  small 
churches. 

Voting  to  hold  a  conference-wide 
Lay  Retreat  on  Petit  Jean,  August 
22-23.  Charles  Stuck  of  Jonesboro, 
was  re-elected  lay  leader. 

Appropriating  $12,250  for  mis¬ 
sionary  salary  appropriation. 

Adopting  recommendations  call¬ 
ing  for  greater  support  of  free  pub¬ 
lic  education;  preservation  of  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  speech,  press  and 
assembly;  a  greater  participation 
by  Christians  of  sound  character 
and  integrity  in  politics.  The  con¬ 
ference  also  voted  its  support  of 
United  Nations  as  the  best  possible 
means  for  resolving  international 
disputes. 

Voting  to  set  Sunday,  September 
27,  as  Church  School  Rally  Day, 
with  the  months  of  October,  No¬ 
vember  named  as  months  devoted 
to  special  leadership  training  em¬ 
phasis,  and  the  period  January- 
Easter  as  a  period  of  evangelistic 
emphasis  in  local  church  schools. 

Deciding  to  discontinue  the  Es¬ 
say-Speech  Contest  which  has  been 
promoted  by  the  conference  Board 
of  Temperance,  and  using  resources 
devoted  to  that  purpose  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  visual  aid  supplies  for  use 
by  local  churches. 

Setting  Sunday  March  6  as 
Homes  and  Hospitals  Sunday,  at 
which  time  special  emphasis  would 
be  made  on  the  work  of  these 
Methodist  institutions.  Rev.  Charles 
Lewis  was  reelected  as  Golden 
Cross  director,  with  Mother’s  Day, 
1960,  designated  as  Golden  Cross 
Sunday. 

Other  Highlights 

Other  highlights  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  session  included: 

The  welcome  address  by  Frank 
Dyke  of  Ft.  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
official  board  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church. 

The  certification  as  directors  of 
Christian  Education,  Miss  Barbara 
Meaham  of  Fayetteville  and  Rev. 
James  T.  Fleming  of  Blytheville. 
Rev.  Mr.  Fleming  as  well  as  Joe 
Lee  Fleming  of  Hendrix  College, 
Conway,  were  certified  as  directors 
of  music.  The  special  service  of 
certification  was  conducted  by 
Bishop  Martin. 

The  receiving  of  a  check  for  $6,- 
611.12  from  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  as  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference’s  share  of  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  profits,  to  be 
used  for  the  support  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  Pension  program. 

The  announcement  by  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Temperance  that 
Brooks  Holifield  of  Jonesboro  was 
the  winner  of  the  annual  Essay- 
Speech  contest.  The  winner  is  the 
son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  J.  Holi¬ 
field.  Miss  Dorothy  Allen  of  Fay¬ 
etteville  was  the  second  place  win¬ 
ner.  Miss  Peggy  Nann  Gilmore  of 
Bluffton  and  Miss  Evelyn  Gay  of 
Newport  tied  for  third  place. 

The  presentation  of  David  Hills 
of  Rogers  who  described  the  lay 
speaking  program  in  the  Rogers 
area  being  conducted  by  ten  lay 


speakers.  During  the  past  year 
this  program  has  provided  88  wor¬ 
ship  services  in  15  different 
churches.  Herman  Folkers,  also  of 
Rogers,  assisted  Mr.  Hills  in  de¬ 
scribing  the  program. 

The  address  by  Nels  Barnett  of 
Batesville,  in  speaking  to  the  Board 
of  World  Peace  report,  in  which  a 
brief  description  was  given  of  an 
extensive  trip  last  year  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnett  which  included  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  of  special  duty  in  evan¬ 
gelistic  work  in  India. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  given  by  Mrs.  Jessie 
Gilstrap  of  Bentonville,  conference 
Woman’s  Society  president. 

Special  Dinners 

Among  special  dinners  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  session  was  that 
on  Monday  evening  of  the  Board 
of  Evangelism,  Tuesday  evenings, 
retired  ministers  banquet  and 
Board  of  Education  training  coun¬ 
sel;  Wednesday  evening  Town  and 
Country  Fellowship  supper;  and 
Thursday  evening  Hendrix  College 
dinner.  The  annual  Parsonettes 
Luncheon  was  held  Thursday  noon, 
and  a  Tea  honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin  was  held  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noon. 

Service  of  Commemoration 

The  annual  Service  of  Commemo¬ 
ration  for  ministers  and  their  wives 
or  widows  who  died  during  the  past 
year  was  held  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon,  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
James  M.  Barnett,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Memories.  Rev.  John 
Bayliss  was  the  Commemoration 
speaker.  Those  commemorated  in¬ 
cluded:  Rev.  James  B.  Evans  of 
Hot  Springs,  Rev.  C.  H.  Harrison  of 
Lincoln,  Rev.  O.  M.  Campbell  of 
Ozark,  Rev.  W.  W.  Peterson  of 
Brookland,  Rev.  J.  L.  Rowland  of 
North  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Bevis 
of  Patterson,  Mrs.  O.  E.  Goddard  of 
Conway,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Bishop  of  Ben¬ 
tonville,  and  Mrs.  Ora  Sidwell  of 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Connectiona I  Interests  Reported 

The  following  persons  reported 
on  various  connectional  interests  of 
the  church:  Rev.  V.  Earl  Copes  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  National  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Musicians;  Dr. 
Ira  A.  Brumley,  executive  secretary 
of  Conference  Board  of  Education; 
Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook  and  Rev.  E.  G. 
Kaetzell,  both  of  Fayetteville, 
Western  Methodist  Assembly;  Dr. 
M.  Lafayette  Harris  of  Little  Rock, 
Philander  Smith  College;  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Calkins  of  Chicago,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions;  Dr.  W.  E. 
Brown  of  Little  Rock,  Christian 
Civic  Foundation  of  Arkansas;  Rev. 
A.  N.  Storey  of  Jonesboro  and  Rev. 
Elmer  J.  Holifield  of  Conway,  Con¬ 
ference  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission;  Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel  of 
Conway,  Hendrix  College;  Dr.  Lud 
Estes  of  Memphis,  Memphis  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital;  Dr.  Douglas  Jack- 
son  of  Dallas,  Southern  Methodist 
University;  Rev.  Glenn  Sanford  of 
New  York,  General  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions;  Dr.  Connor  Morehead  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home;  Rev.  Bates  Sturdy  of  Boone- 
ville,  chaplain  of  State  Sanatorium; 
Miss  Jo  Ann  Newby  of  Little  Rock, 
Methodist  Information  and  Dr. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland  of  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas  Methodist. 

Changes  In  Ministerial  Status 

The  following  changes  in  minis¬ 
terial  relations  were  effected  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  session: 

Retired:  Rev.  I.  L.  Claud  of  Mar¬ 


ion,  43  service  years;  Rev.  Earle 
Cravens  of  Wilson,  34  service  years; 
Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook  of  Fayetteville, 
44  service  years;  Rev.  Porter  Weav¬ 
er  of  Searcy,  40  service  years;  Rev. 
E.  E.  Stevenson  of  Monette,  36 
service  years;  Rev.  W.  C.  Hutton 
of  Viney  Grove,  23  service  years; 
Rev.  W.  J.  Spicer  of  Atkins,  42 
service  years;  Dr.  Golder  Lawrence 
of  McCroy,  45  service  years;  Rev. 
Oscar  J.  Evanson  of  Danville,  37 
service  years;  and  Rev.  E.  B.  Wil¬ 
liams  of  North  Little  Rock,  35  serv¬ 
ice  years. 

Received  On  Trial:  James  Ver¬ 
non  Anderson,  Douglas  Nathan 
Bale,  John  Clib  Barton,  Jr.,  Boyce 
Orville  Bowden,  Raymond  Haw¬ 
kins,  John  Dobbs  Jump,  James  Ed¬ 
win  Loudermilk,  Calvin  Dewey 
Mitchell,  James  Thomas  Randle, 
Page  Allison  Thomas,  Bennie  Joe 
VanCleve,  and  James  Leon  Wilson. 

Discontinued:  Alfred  F.  Blair, 
Harold  W.  Brent,  and  Allan  B. 
Stephens. 

Supemumary:  Ray  D.  Seals. 

Admitted  Into  Full  Connection: 

Aaron  Floyd  Barling,  Virgil  Mearl 
Hainsey,  Edward  Garner  Matthews, 
Frank  Carter  Weatherford,  and 
Donald  Travis  Williams. 

Ordained  Deacons:  Howard  Rob¬ 
ert  Bailey,  Douglas  Nathan  Bale, 
John  Clib  Barton,  Jr.,  Boyce  Ar- 
ville  Bowden,  Thomas  M.  English, 
Jon  Dickey  Guthrie,  John  Dobbs 
Jump,  Dois  M  i  1  b  u  r  n  Kennedy, 
James  Edwin  Loudermilk,  James 
Thomas  Randle,  Page  Allison  Tho¬ 
mas,  James  Leon  Wilson,  Mark  F. 
Wimmer,  Levi  Lamon  Bounds,  Joe 
Edwin  Linam,  Charles  Andrew 
(local),  Druie  Leon  Gilliam  (local), 
Oliver  William  Logan  (local),  Rod¬ 
erick  Gaston  Matthews  (local), 
Charles  Edward  Reed  (1  o  c  a  1), 
Graham  Winston  Sellers  (local), 
Orvil  L.  Stahl  (local),  Russell 
Cleveland  Yarbrough  (local),  and 
Harold  Sellars  Bailey  (local). 

Ordained  Elders:  Frank  Carter 
Weatherford,  Aaron  Floy  Barling, 
Edward  Garner  Matthews,  Donald 
Travis  Williams,  Jack  Hubert 
Blume  (local),  Elmer  C.  Dempsey 
(local),  Edwin  Forrest  Flower  (lo¬ 
cal),  Everne  Hunter  (local),  Wil¬ 
liam  Albert  LeGrand  (local),  Thel- 
bert  Benny  Parmenter  (local),  Ben¬ 
nie  Gene  Ruth  (local),  and  Elbert 
Wiley  Bruner  (local). 

Statistics 

Rev.  Harold  D.  Womack  of 
Marked  Tree,  conference  statistic¬ 
ian,  reported  the  following  items 
of  interest,  reflecting  the  year’s 
program  in  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  churches: 

Total  full  membership,  95,634. 

Received,  2,619  persons  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith. 

1,697  Baptisms  reported. 

Preparatory  membership  now 
listed  as  5,840. 

Church  school  membership  now, 
67,859. 

Average  attendance  in  Sunday 
School  reported  as  35,476. 

275  Woman’s  Societies  with 
membership  including  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  of  13,970. 

83  chartered  Methodist  Men’s 
groups  with  membership  of  3,116. 

Total  valuation  of  Methodist 
property  in  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  now  estimated  at  $22,102,- 
643  with  an  indebtedness  of  $1,648,- 
512. 
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The  Intermediate  MYF  of  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  went  to  Camp  Istrouma  for  a  Saturday  " work  day."  The  picture 
of  the  girls  shows  them  being  taken  with  their  broom  to  the  eastern  cabin 
area  where  they  were  to  sweep  the  cabins  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the 
summer.  The  picture  of  the  boys  shows  them  on  top  of  a  corrigated  root 
brushing  rust  and  repainting.  The  new  associate  minister  is  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage,  who  will  work  with  the  youth. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Manchester 

The  Manchester  Sub-district 
elected  officers  recently  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Ar- 
kadelphia.  Betty  Denton  from 
Sparkman  was  elected  president  for 
the  coming  year.  Elected  to  serve 
with  her  are  Vice-President,  Ann 
Copeland,  Dalark;  Secretary -Treas¬ 
urer,  Sue  Stone,  First  Church,  Ar- 
kadelphia;  Publicity,  Joe  Collins, 
St.  Andrews,  Arkadelphia;  and 
Recreation,  Mary  Ellen  DeLaugh- 
ter,  Sparkman. 


Riceland 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Rice- 
land  Sub-district  of  the  Methodist 
Church  was  held  in  Gueydan,  Lou¬ 
isiana,  on  May  30,  1959. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president,  Ted  Hebert.  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mary  Elizabeth  Horne,  read 
the  minutes.  They  were  approved 
as  read.  The  treasurer,  Jimmy 
Tonn,  reported  a  balance  of  $125.91. 
The  group  was  reminded  that  dues 
for  the  coming  year  are  due. 

The  sub-district  voted  to  pay 
half  of  Jimmy  Tonn’s  expenses  to 
the  National  Convocation  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  at  Perdue  University 
in  Lafayette,  Indiana  this  summer. 

It  was  announced  that  the  sub¬ 
district  would  help  officers  of  the 
sub-district  who  needed  help  with 
their  expenses  for  Conference 


Youth  Workshop  to  be  held  at 
Camp  Brewer. 

Projects  on  which  to  spend  the 
surplus  money  of  about  $90.00  were 
discussed.  No  decision  was  made. 

The  secretary  then  called  the 
roll.  Local  activity  reports  were 
given  by  each  M.  Y.  F.  Churches 
were  reminded  to  turn  in  their  re¬ 
ports  plus  other  information  to 
Brenda  Finch. 

An  interesting  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  host  church,  Guey¬ 
dan. 

Installation  of  officers  followed. 
New  officers  installed  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Jimmy  Tonn,  Elton,  Presi¬ 
dent;  Karen  Welsh,  Lake  Arthur, 
Vice-President;  Brenda  Finch,  El¬ 
ton,  Secretary;  Dorothy  Risinger, 
Welsh,  Treasurer;  and,  Ann  Beard, 
Jennings,  Reporter.  The  adult 
workers  for  the  coming  year  will 
be  Rev.  D.  H.  Hall,  Elton,  Pastor- 
Advisor,  and  Mrs.  James  Darby, 
Eunice,  Lay-Counselor. 

Following  the  close  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  members  enjoyed  singing  and 
refreshments  in  the  fellowship  hall. 


Forrest  City 

Miss  Mary  Gene  Huber,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Huber  of 
Elaine,  Ark.,  won  the  temperance 
contest  in  the  Forrest  City  District. 
Mary  Gene  is  Secretary  of  the  E. 
Clay  Bumpers  Sub-district  and  has 
held  many  offices  in  the  local  MYF. 
She  has  been  active  in  the  Youth 
Choir  and  in  the  Sunday  School. 

The  subject  of  her  essay  was: 
“The  Evils  of  Alcohol.”  In  the  essay 
she  gave  the  reasons  why  persons 
participate  in  the  drink  habit,  with 
special  emphasis  on  teenagers.  Then 
she  exemplifies  the  effect  that  al¬ 
cohol  has  on  the  one  who  partici¬ 
pates  in  the  habit.  The  final  sec¬ 
tion  was  on  the  things  that  can  be 
done  to  overcome  the  habit. 
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Texarkana 

M.Y.F.  officers  elected  recently 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Texar¬ 
kana,  Ark.,  are  President,  Martha 
Wyrick;  Vice  President,  Diana 
Martin;  Secretary,  Jane  De  Long; 
Treasurer,  Lee  True;  Assistant 
Treasurer,  Jerry  Gardner;  Chair¬ 
men  of  Faith,  Amy  Proetz  and  Jan¬ 
et  Dunn;  Chairmen  of  Outreach, 
Linda  Dagenhart  and  Gene  Harris; 
Chairmen  of  Citizenship,  Harvey 
Nelson  and  Clifton  Robertson; 
Chairmen  of  Witness,  Carrie  Stew¬ 
art  and  Ann  Bauer;  Fellowship, 
Betty  Gilliland  and  Richard  Neal; 
Membership,  Susan  Hardy;  Organ¬ 
ists,  Amy  Proetz  and  Paula  Addi¬ 
son;  Song  Leader,  Claudia  Nelson; 
and  Publicity,  Dick  Robertson, 
Paul  Scott  and  Virginia  Whatley. 


Maplewood 

The  Senior  M.  Y.  F.  of  the  Map¬ 
lewood,  La.,  Methodist  Church 
elected  the  following  officers  for 
the  new  year:  President,  Judy  Le- 
vens;  Vice  President,  Tommy  Nix¬ 
on;  Treasurer,  John  Wood;  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary,  Jean  Schumaker; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss 
Martha  Strong;  Counselors,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed.  Renfro;  and  Assistant 
Counselors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windy 
Smith. 


The  three  sub-district  MYF  councils  of  the  Para- 
go  uld  District  met  at  Way  land  Springs  Thursday,  May 
28,  for  a  planning  conference.  At  this  time  the  general 
schedule  for  the  year  was  adopted  and  monthly  programs 
planned  for  each  sub-district  for  the  year.  The  meeting 
convened  at  4:30  p.m.  Later  they  divided  for  sub-district 
sessions.  The  Iris  Bell  Sub-District  was  host  to  the 


Grace  Curtis  and  newly  organized  Clay  County  Sub- 
Districts  and  served  a  delicious  picnic  style  supper. 

Not  shown  in  the  picture  are  Clifton  Walden  of 
Paragould,  counselor  for  the  Grace  Curtis  Sub-District, 
and  Rev.  Harold  H.  Spence,  Piggott,  district  director 
of  Youth  work,  who  were  busy  taking  pictures. 
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Batesville 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bates¬ 
ville  District  was  held  in  Bull 
Shoals  Methodist  Church,  April  20 
with  126  in  attendance.  The  theme 
of  the  meeting  “In  Tune  With 
God”  was  presented  in  meditation, 
communion,  song  and  inspiration 
speakers. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Zarub  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  to  order,  and  presented  the  host 
pastor,  Rev.  Gerald  Hammett,  who 
gave  the  opening  devotional.  He 
was  assisted  in  Holy  Communion 
service  by  Dr.  Paul  Bumpers,  Rev. 
Robert  Howerton,  and  Rev.  M.  L. 
Kaylor.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Kelly  sang  a 
solo,  “How  Great  Thou  Art.” 

Guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
session  was  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  Rus¬ 
sellville,  Jurisdiction  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Relations. 

Following  lunch,  the  district  of¬ 
ficers  presented  their  lines  of  work 
using  high  notes  on  the  misoca 
scale  following  the  theme  “Joy  to 
the  World.” 

Mrs.  Nels  Barnett,  Batesville, 
who  spent  six  weeks  recently  in 
India  and  Pakistan,  gave  the  after¬ 
noon  message. 

District  business  concluded  the 
day,  with  the  approval  of  a  Youth 
Mission  Tour  and  a  tour  and  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Bethlehem  Center 
at  Memphis. 


Fayetteville 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Fayetteville  District 
met  at  Brightwater  at  9:30,  May  13 
for  the  annual  district  meeting  with 
sixteen  officers  and  one  hundred 
thirty-two  local  women  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the 
president,  Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain, 
who  presided  during  the  day.  Rev. 
Raymond  Dorman  led  the  opening 
prayer,  after  a  welcome  was  given 
by  the  local  president,  Mrs.  May- 
fueld.  The  morning  session  was 
used  for  the  district  officers  report¬ 
ing  on  their  lines  of  work. 


After  the  hostess  society  had 
served  cake  and  coffee  to  members 
who  had  brought  a  sack  lunch,  the 
afternoon  session  was  opened  by 
singing  “Stand  Up,  Stand  up  for 
Jesus.” 

Miss  Mary  Chaffin,  deaconess, 
was  presented  with  an  Adult  Life 
Membership  pin  and  certificate,  and 
a  pounding. 

The  Nominating  Committee  made 
its  report  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  president,  Mrs.  Lil¬ 
lian  Fountain;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Sam  McNair;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  Arch  Thompson;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Russell  Broyles;  promotion, 
Mrs.  William  Kennon;  missionary 
education  and  service,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Holt;  Christian  social  relations, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Meade;  Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild,  Mrs.  Lural  McClain;  stu¬ 
dent  work,  Mrs.  Roy  Bagley;  youth, 
Mrs.  Mearl  McKinney;  children, 
Mrs.  Whitaker;  spiritual  life,  Mrs. 
R.  K.  Bent;  literature  and  publica¬ 
tions,  Mrs.  Raymond  Dorman;  sup¬ 
ply,  Mrs.  Carl  Watson;  status  of 
women,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Linam;  mission¬ 
ary  education,  Mrs.  Ed  Thigpen. 

Members  were  divided  into 
groups  for  officers  training,  after 
which  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  confer¬ 
ence  president,  was  the  inspiration¬ 
al  speaker. 

Rev.  Feagan  dismissed  with 
prayer.  A  love  offering  to  the  host¬ 
ess  society  was  left  at  the  door. 


Searcy 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Searcy 
District  was  held  at  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Searcy,  April  30. 

Following  an  organ  prelude  by 
Mrs.  Billy  Rogers  of  Searcy,  the 
meeting  was  opened  by  Mrs.  John 
B.  Kittrell,  Gregory,  District  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  opening  hymn  was  led 
by  Mrs.  Alvin  Murray,  Searcy,  and 
Moments  of  Worship  were  present¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  James  W.  Workman, 


Beebe.  Mrs.  R.  P.  Powell,  Searcy 
president,  brought  greetings  to  the 
group.  The  District  Secretary  of 
Promotion,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt  of 
Bald  Knob,  introduced  Mrs.  Weav¬ 
er  and  Mrs.  Blevins  of  Searcy  and 
Mrs.  Joe  R.  Goodman  of  Russell¬ 
ville. 

Thirteen  societies  answered  roll 
call.  Minutes  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  having  been  printed  in 
the  Arkansas  Methodist,  were  not 
read.  Mrs.  Kittrell  reported  that 
the  committee  recommended  that 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Hunicutt  and  C.  M.  Reaves  be  elect¬ 
ed  as  members  of  a  nominating 
committee  to  serve  when  re-dis¬ 
tricting  takes  place.  This  recom¬ 
mendation  was  accepted  by  the 
group.  The  president  urged  all  lo¬ 
cal  treasurers  to  send  their  reports 
in  to  the  District  Treasurer  immed¬ 
iately. 

Mrs.  Hunnicutt  reported  on  the 
Area  Meetings  which  had  been  held 
in  Clinton,  H  e  b  e  r  Springs,  and 
Searcy  during  the  month,  and  read 
an  announcement  sent  by  Mrs. 
Bradley  of  Clinton  concerning 
Christian  Career  Weekrend  to  be 
held  at  Kamp  Kaetzell  June  1. 

At  this  time  five  new  societies 
and  one  circle  (with  eighty-four 
members)  were  recognized  and 
were  presented  with  permanent 
roll  books  by  Mrs.  Hunnicutt.  They 
were  Valley  Springs,  Bradford,  St. 
Joe,  Everton,  Goodloe,  and  Augusta 
Circles. 

Following  the  offering,  special 
music  was  presented  by  Mr.  Tom¬ 
my  Joe  Ward  of  Searcy.  Melissa 
Haralson,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Gordon 
Haralson,  was  given  a  baby  life 
membership  by  Circle  1  of  Searcy 
First  Church  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Ep¬ 
person  was  given  a  life  member¬ 
ship  by  Searcy  Society.  These  pre¬ 
sentations  were  made  by  Mrs. 
Powell. 

Mrs.  Fulbright  of  Searcy,  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life, 
introduced  Mrs.  George  Meyer  of 
Russellville,  Conference  Secretary 
of  Christian  Social  Relations,  who 
was  the  speaker  for  the  morning. 
Her  talk  on  “Singing  the  Lord’s 
Song”  was  helpful  and  inspiring. 

Mrs.  Fulbright  presented  Cathy 
Jane  and  William  Steven  Spangler 
with  baby  life  memberships  given 
by  grandmother  Mrs.  W.  B.  Cook, 
Jr.  Mrs.  C.  B.  Spangler,  Sr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Spangler,  Jr.  were  also 
introduced. 

After  a  delicious  lunch  served  by 
the  Searcy  Society,  the  group  re¬ 
assembled  in  the  sanctuary.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  Mrs. 
Lily  Davidson,  former  district  pres¬ 
ident,  introduced  the  speaker  of 
the  afternoon.  Mrs.  Nels  Barnett 
of  Batesville  gave  a  colorful  de¬ 
scription  of  her  trip  to  Pakistan 
and  India  using  “Song  of  Other 
Countries”  as  her  topic. 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Albright,  former  dis¬ 
trict  president,  gave  a  brief  history 
of  the  Searcy  District  which  has 
been  in  existence  for  sixteen  years, 
and  told  of  some  of  the  officers 
who  have  served. 

Mrs.  Clarence  Chalfant,  Augusta 
president,  presented  Mrs.  Kittrell  a 
gift  from  the  Augusta  society. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Mrs.  Fulbright. 


Miss  Helen  B.  Wilson  of  Hot  Springs,  second  from  right,  was  commis¬ 
sioned  a  Methodist  missionary  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the  Friday 
morning  session  of  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference.  She  is  shown  above 
with,  L  to  R,  Miss  Mary  Joyce  Horton,  deaconess,  Rural  Worker  in  Columbia 
County,  Dale  Whitman  of  Malvern,  missionary  to  Japan,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott 
°f  Little  Rock  Conference  president  of  the  Woman's  Society,  and  Joe 
Butcher  of  Magnolia,  Home  Missionary.  These  full  time  workers  were 
presented  by  Mrs.  Scott  to  the  conference  following  Miss  Wilson's  com¬ 
missioning. 


Castle  Manor 


Honors  President 


The  above  picture  shows  Mrs. 
Leonard  J.  Smith,  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  of  Castle  Manor  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety,  New  Orleans,  being  presented 
a  Life  Membership  pin  by  Mrs. 
Raymond  Tesch,  last  year’s  spirit¬ 
ual  life  secretary.  The  pin  was  in 
appreciation  for  Mrs.  Smith’s  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  and  outstanding 
achievements  during  her  term  of 
office  and  her  devotion  both  to  the 
society  and  the  church. 

Officers  installed  for  the  coming 
year  at  the  Sunday  Service,  May  17 
by  the  pastor  Rev.  Robert  Potter 
included:  president,  Mrs.  Robert  H. 
Kerr;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Raymond 
W.  Tesch;  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
Hubert  D.  James;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Wm.  F.  Pettit,  Jr. 


Officers  Installed 

In  an  impressive  candlelight 
service  Tuesday  evening,  May  12, 
at  7:30  Winbourne,  La.,  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  installed  new  officers 
for  the  Conference  Year  1959-60. 

“The  World  To  Christ  We  Bring,” 
theme  of  the  program,  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Reuel  Allen. 

Rev.  Reuel  Allen,  pastor  of  Win- 
bourne  Methodist,  pointed  out  the 
possibilities  of  each  office  of  the 
Guild  and  charged  the  officers  with 
their  responsibilities.  As  each  of¬ 
fice  was  named,  the  respective  of¬ 
ficer  went  forward  to  light  her 
taper  from  the  “Guiding  Light,” 
and  holding  her  lighted  candle 
pledged  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  her 
office.  Those  assuming  office  for 
the  new  year  are:  President,  Mrs. 
W.  Don  Chaney;  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Percy  Hunt;  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Neil  Goodson;  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Theodore  Belasky; 
Promotional  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Charles  Buckels;  Chairman  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life  Cultivation,  Mrs.  O.  D. 
Wood;  Chairman  of  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Relations,  Mrs.  Bernard 
Holmes;  and  Mrs.  Reuel  Allen, 
Chairman  of  Missionary  Education. 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Wood  gave  a  talk  on 
“Woman’s  Debt  of  Gratitude,” 
which  was  followed  by  the  hymn, 
“Alas  and  Did  My  Saviour  Bleed.” 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Theodore  Belasky, 
explained  the  duties  of  her  office 
and  introduced  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  who  went  forward  in  a 
group  to  be  recognized.  Finally, 
Mrs.  Reuel  Allen  gave  a  short  talk 
on  the  situations  existing  through¬ 
out  the  world. 
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PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Christian  Bucation 


Arkansas- Louisiana  Area 


Piggott,  Ark.,  First  Methodist  Church  enrolled  67  children  for  a  week 
of  work,  worship,  and  fellowship  in  vacation  church  school  May  25  through 
May  31. 

One  of  the  highlights  for  the  Junior  Department  was  picture  posing. 
The  above  photo  is  of  Clay  Robbins  and  Linda  Dixon  posing  for  Millet's 
"The  Angelas."  The  backdrop  was  done  in  fingerpainting  by  the  group. 


Older  Adult  Camp 
Held  June  1-3  at 
Camp  Brewer 

The  Older  Adult  Camp  for  the 
Lake  Charles,  Lafayette  and  Alex¬ 
andria  Districts  was  held  at  Camp 
Brewer  on  June  1-3,  1959. 

There  were  52  present  and  all 
participated  in  the  program  with 
real  enthusiasm  and  interest.  The 
staff  was  as  follows:  Director,  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Paxton;  Treasurer,  W.  W. 
Paxton;  Crafts,  Rev.  Ed.  Haug;  The 
Bible  Hour,  Rev.  George  Pearce; 
Morning  Watch  and  Vesper,  Rev. 
D.  B.  Boddie;  Housing,  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Boddie;  The  Preaching  Hour,  Rev. 
Clark  Bell;  Music,  Mrs.  Clark  Bell; 
and  Camp  Nurse,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Vin¬ 
cent. 

One  of  the  special  features  was 
the  visit  of  Miss  Sundra  Edwards 
of  Kolar,  India.  She  spoke  to  the 


group  of  her  conversion  and  the 
work  that  she  is  doing  in  her  native 
country  for  our  Master.  She  is  in 
the  United  States  for  further  study 
and  for  speaking  engagements  un¬ 
der  the  Board  of  Missions. 

One  lady,  attending  camp  for  the 
first  time,  expressed  the  feelings  of 
all  when  she  said:  “I’ve  enjoyed 
camp  so  much  that  I  hope  to  attend 
each  year  until  I’m  99.” 


Adult  and  Christian  Missions 

Knowledge  of  mission  work  is  es¬ 
sential  to  churchmanship.  To  help 
us  interpret  the  place  of  missionary 
education  of  adults  in  the  total  pic¬ 
ture  of  Christian  education  is  a  pri¬ 
mary  purpose  of  the  new  leaflet 
Adults  and  Christian  Missions  (4400- 
B). 

This  free  booklet,  which  replaces 
Methodist  Adults — World  Citizens, 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Service 
Department,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


La.  Conference  on 
Church  School 
Administration 

The  1959  session  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Church  School  Administra¬ 
tion  will  meet  June  27  and  28th  at 
Camp  Brewer,  at  Alexandria,  Lou¬ 
isiana. 

Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson,  program 
chairman  for  the  conference  has 
announced  an  outstanding  program 
designed  especially  for  Church 
School  general  officers  and  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education  Chairmen. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will 
open  the  conference  with  the  key¬ 
note  address. 

Dr.  Walter  Towner,  General 
Board  of  Education,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  will  be  the  Resource  Leader 
and  will  conduct  both  general  ses¬ 
sions  and  special  sessions  for 
Church  School  Superintendents.  He 
will  be  assisted  by  J.  M.  Thompson 
of  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  Lars  Broadus,  director  of 
Christian  Education,  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  assisted  by  F.  V.  Barnett  of 
Shreveport,  will  lead  discussion 
groups  for  chairmen  of  Commis¬ 
sions  of  Education. 

Sessions  for  Membership  Cultiva¬ 
tion  Superintendents  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Estill  Allen,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education,  Carroll¬ 
ton  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

The  group  for  Church  School 
Secretary-Treasurers  will  be  led  by 
Earl  Turner  of  Baton  Rouge,  assist¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  R.  E.  Hanna,  Jr.,  of 
Monroe. 

Miss  Louise  Sharp,  director  of 
Youth  Work,  Louisiana  Conference, 


Shreveport,  will  conduct  a  session 
on  Youth  Work. 

Dr.  Bentley  S  1  o  a  n  e,  executive 
secretary,  Louisiana  Confer- 
ence  Board  of  Education  will  be 
available  for  private  conferences 
on  “Best  use  of  space  for  Church 
School  groups.” 

Mrs.  Clifton  Flinn,  Monroe,  will 
be  available  for  consultation  on  the 
Church  Library. 

Herbert  Walker  of  Monroe  will 
lead  a  “Morning  Watch”  service  on 
Sunday  morning. 

A  highlight  of  the  conference 
will  be  the  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  conducted  by  Robert 
Lay,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference. 

Conference  officers  are:  Confer¬ 
ence  Chairman,  Thos.  A.  Pitt,  Mon¬ 
roe;  Program  Chairman,  Miss  Jo 
Ann  Richardson,  Monroe;  Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer,  C.  O.  Foil,  Shreve¬ 
port;  and  Executive  Secretary,  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  Shreveport. 

This  conference  is  designed  to 
help  the  church  school  officer  meet 
the  challenges  presented  in  the  op¬ 
eration  of  church  schools  of  all 
sizes. 

Kindergarten 
Exercises  Held  at 
Pine  Bluff  Church 

The  closing  exercises  for  the  first 
class  of  the  day  school  kindergarten 
at  St.  Luke  Methodist  Church  in 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  were  held  May 
22nd  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church. 
The  thirteen  children  in  the  class 
gave  an  entertaining  program  of 
songs  and  readings,  after  which 
they  were  presented  with  certifi¬ 
cates  by  the  Rev.  Carlos  E.  Martin, 
the  pastor.  The  school  has  proved 
to  be  a  most  successful  community 
undertaking  with  Mrs.  J.  L.  Calla¬ 
way  as  teacher,  Mrs.  James  Welch 
as  treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Olson  as 
coordinator,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Nichols 
as  pianist. 


The  Older  Adult  Camp  group  of  the  Shreveport  District  met  June  2-5  Beverly  E.  Bond  pastor,  North  Highlands  Methodist  Church  Shreveport, 

if  Caney  Lake  near  Minden,  La.  During  this  time  they  had  fellowship,  pro-  and  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  district  superintendent,  Shreveport  District. 

, rams  of  interest,  craft-work,  and  singing.  The  camp  directors  were  Rev. 
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Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  New  Orleans  district  superintendent,  chats  with  Ferd. 
Grayson  (right),  prominent  Methodist  layman,  as  C.  B.  Prescott,  New  Orleans 
United  Fund  president,  looks  on.  The  three  attended  a  special  luncheon  of 
New  Orleans  area  ministers  and  laymen  honoring  Grayson,  who  recently 
became  the  United  Fund  executive  director  here  after  serving  in  a  similar 
post  for  many  years  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Prescott  is  also  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man.  Some  50  local  church  representatives  attended  the  session.  (Photo  by 
Wes  Jackson) 

Walter  D.  Glass  Receives  Scholarship 
Essay  Award  from  Lay  Activities  Board 


Walter  D.  Glass,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  F.  Glass  of  1376  Char- 
maine  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  will  attend 
Centenary  College  during  the  1959- 
60  academic  year  on  a  full-tuition 
scholarship  awarded  him  for  views 
expressed  in  an  essay  entitled, 
“What  I  Expect  of  a  Christian  Col¬ 
lege.” 

Young  Glass  is  the  winner  of  the 
1958-59  essay  contest  sponsored  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  in  cooperation  with 
the  Commission  on  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion.  His  essay  was  selected  as  the 
best  entered  in  the  state  after  eight 
district  winners  were  chosen. 

R.  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam  is  Conference 
lay  leader,  and  W.  B.  Glover  of 
Winnsboro  served  as  scholarship 
chairman.  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
vice  president  of  Centenary  College 
and  chairman  of  its  scholarship 
committee,  announced  the  winner’s 
name  after  a  board  of  judges  select¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
had  made  its  decision. 

Young  Glass  will  be  presented  at 
the  Laymans  Annual  Retreat,  to  be 
held  August  15  and  16  on  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  campus. 

The  text  of  the  prize-winning  es¬ 
say  follows: 

“I  want  an  education,  not  one  that 
is  prefabricated,  but  one  that  is 
molded  around  me. 

“A  Christian  college  should  be  a 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  wherein 
students,  ideals,  thoughts,  knowl¬ 
edge,  quietness,  maturity  and  God 
can  unite — a  place  in  which  the  at¬ 
mosphere  is  permeated  with  the 
fragrance  of  Christian  love. 

“I  expect,  or  hope  for,  a  faculty 
of  sincere,  dedicated,  and  compas¬ 


sionate  instructors.  I  pray  for  teach¬ 
ers  that  take  a  personal  interest  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  their 
charges,  stimulate  them  past  the 
realm  of  mediocrity  and  perceive 
the  condition  of  the  students’  minds. 
The  final  qualifications  of  a  teacher 
should  lie  more  in  character  refer¬ 
ences  than  in  diplomas. 

“A  Christian  college  should  pro¬ 
vide  adequate  facilities  for  proper 
instruction.  The  teachers  should  be 
substantially  learned  to  be  qualified 
to  teach  well.  There  should  be  an 
opportunity  for  Christian  service  at 
school.  The  discipline  should  be  just 
and  constructive.  Administrative  of¬ 
fices  should  be  well  staffed  and  well 
managed. 

“I  hold  in  great  repute  the  influ¬ 
ence  that  can  be  exerted  on  the 
students.  The  teachers  and  the  staff 
should  set  the  precedent  for  intense 
study,  intellectual  integrity  and  the 
full  development  of  potential.  Schol¬ 
arship  should  be  very  highly 
stressed,  but  not  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  else.  A  student  graduating  from 
a  Christian  college  should  be  cul¬ 
tured  and  well  versed  in  the  arts. 

“The  curriculum  should  be  di¬ 
versified  to  offer  well  rounded 
courses.  There  must  be  a  healthy 
balance  of  all  the  facets  of  college 
life,  with  emphasis  on  the  fields  that 
will  benefit  the  students  in  later 
life.  Scholarship,  religion,  sports, 
recreation,  leisure  time  and  service 
should  all  be  tied  in  to  avoid  defi¬ 
ciencies  in  the  characters  of  gradu¬ 
ates.  Many  schools  show  the  effect 
of  “over  emphasis”  on  sports  or 
study. 

“I  do  not  expect,  or  want,  the  col¬ 
lege  I  attend  to  develop  my  mind, 
soul  and  character  for  me;  rather, 
I  hope  that  it  will  provide  me  with 
the  opportunity  to  develop  them 
myself,  under  the  guidance  and 
supervision  of  those  who  know 
Him.” 


Rev.  Sam  Nader  is  Honored  at  Lake 
Charles  District  Set  Up  Meeting 


The  Lakes  Charles  District  “Set 
Up”  Meeting  was  held  at  Simpson 
Methodist  Church,  June  8th.  During 
the  meeting,  the  District  Treasurer, 
C.  E.  Kingery,  asked  that  Reverend 
Nader  leave  the  Fellowship  Hall  for 
a  few  minutes.  C.  W.  Quaid,  host 
pastor,  presided  while  he  was  out. 

Mr.  Kingery  read  the  following 
statement,  which  V  o  r  i  s  King  of 
Simpson  Church,  Charles  Hebert  of 
the  Sweetlake  Church  and  other 
interested  laymen  had  arranged: 

“We,  an  interested  group  of 
Methodists,  wish  to  cal]  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  a 
matter  about  which  you  will  be 
concerned  and  one  in  which  we 
think  you  will  want  to  participate. 
About  a  year  ago  a  letter  was  sent 
to  many  of  the  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
with  regard  to  sending  our  District 
Superintendent  to  the  Holy  Land 
and  to  see  his  father  once  more. 
This  was  given  a  wonderful  re¬ 
sponse.  But  the  revolutionary  un¬ 
rest  and  international  tension  at 
that  time  caused  us  to  move  with 
caution.  Now  we  feel  that  the  time 
is  right  and  ripe  for  us  to  renew  our 
efforts. 

“Our  District  Superintendent,  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Sam  Nader,  has  pro¬ 
moted  the  work  in  our  district  in 
an  efficient  and  effective  manner. 
He  has  carried  the  district  to  the 
top  in  several  areas.  We  have  grown 
to  love  him  and  appreciate  him  in 
this  additional  year  of  service.  It 
would  be  a  wonderful  expression 
on  our  part  to  again  plan  to  send 
him  on  a  trip. 

“On  July  T4th  the  Board  of  World 
Peace  is  sending  a  group  of  able 
Methodist  Ministers  to  Russia  to  re¬ 
port  to  us  about  conditions  behind 
the  “Iron  Curtain.”  They  will  first 
tour  Russia  and  then  go  to  Rome. 


Rev.  Nader  could  go  from  there  to 
Beriut,  Lebanan  for  a  visit  with  his 
father. 

“We  are  presenting  this  to  the 
District  “Set-Up”  meeting  because 
it  demands  IMMEDIATE  action.  We 
feel  that  every  church  will  want 
to  be  a  part  of  this  and  promote  it 
through  the  Official  Board  and  (or) 
interested  individuals.  We  hope  that 
every  pastor  and  layman  will  re¬ 
turn  to  his  local  church  and  present 
it.  We  are  not  suggesting  any  spe¬ 
cific  way;  neither  are  we  advocat¬ 
ing  quotas.  Perhaps  you  will  know 
how  to  make  the  approach  in  your 
own  local  situation.  The  amount 
needed  is  approximately  $2,000.  All 
monies  can  be  channeled  through 
the  District  treasurer  or  through 
your  local  church  and  is  deductible 
from  income  tax. 

“We  have  checked  and  find  that 
there  is  a  place  for  Brother  Nader 
in  this  World  Peace  group,  and  that 
permission  will  be  granted  by  Bish¬ 
op  Martin  provided  our  District  is 
agreeable  to  sending  him. 

“We  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion:  “Be  it  resolved  that  the  Lake 
Charles  District  begin  immediately 
(effective  June  8,  1959)  to  raise 
money  to  send  Reverend  Nader  on 
the  trip  promoted  by  the  Board  of 
World  Peace  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  Russia,  Lebanan  and  The 
Holy  Land.” 

The  Resolution  was  amended  with 
this  addition  “That  the  District 
underwrite  the  amount  of  $2,000  so 
immediate  plans  could  be  made.” 
This  was  unanimously  adopted.  The 
whole  statement  was  reread  when 
Reverend  Nader  returned,  paying 
tribute  to  him  for  his  work  in  the 
District. 


Diane  Cooper  is  shown  here  receiving  the  Torch  Bearer  rank  certificate 
of  Camp  Fire  in  religious  growth  from  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  pastor  of 
the  Bogalusa  E.S.M.  Methodist  Church. 
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P  hilosophical 
Library  Essay 
Contest  Opens 

The  editors  of  The  Philosophical 
Library  are  sponsoring  an  open 
essay  contest,  not  restricted  to  any 
professional  group. 

The  contest  will  close  two  weeks 
before  Christmas  of  1959,  and  car¬ 
ries  a  grand  prize  of  $500.  The 
competing  essays  should  be  from 
25,000  to  75,000  words  long,  and 
deal  with  the  general  topic  PHI¬ 
LOSOPHY  AND  RELIGION  IN  A 
TIME  OF  STRESS.  The  award  of 
$500  will  be  paid  for  the  winning 
essay,  and  constitutes  at  the  same 
time  a  down  payment  toward  us¬ 
ual  royalties  at  time  of  publication 
of  the  manuscript  in  book  from. 

The  Committee  to  select  the  win¬ 
ning  essay  will  consist  of  Professor 
Vergilius  Ferm,  former  President 
of  the  American  Theological  So¬ 
ciety,  William  M.  Kilpatrick,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Emeritus  of  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Dr.  Dagobert  D.  Runes, 
Editor-in-chief  of  Philosophical  Li¬ 
brary. 


Lester  Griffith 
Assigned  to  Belgium 

The  Rev.  Lester  E.  Griffith,  Jr., 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  young 
Methodist  missionary  who  was  a 
captive  of  the  Algerian  rebels  for 
40  days  in  the  fall  of  1958,  has  been 
assigned  as  a  missionary-pastor  in 
Belgium. 

Mr.  Griffith,  who  has  been  in  the 
United  States  since  his  release  in 
September,  has  been  appointed  the 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
the  village  of  Eccussines,  southwest 
of  Brussels.  The  appointment  was 
announced  by  Bishop  Ferdinand 
Sigg  of  the  Geneva  episcopal  area. 
Mr.  Griffith  will  leave  the  United 
States  in  August. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Roland  W.  Scott, 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  secre¬ 
tary  for  Southern  Asia,  Europe  and 
North  Africa,  said  that  Mr.  Griffith 
and  his  family  were  not  returning 
to  Algeria  at  this  time  because  of 
difficulties  which  might  arise  for 
the  family  and  for  fellow  Method¬ 
ist  workers.  The  Methodists  of  Al¬ 
geria  hold  the  Griffiths  in  high  re¬ 
gard  and  would  welcome  them 
back  enthusiastically  if  a  more  sat¬ 
isfactory  political  situation  is 
achieved,  Dr.  Scott  said. 

It  is  the  hope  of  Mr.  Griffith 
eventually  to  resume  work  in  Al¬ 
geria  or  elsewhere  with  French- 
speaking  Arabs,  Dr.  Scott  explain¬ 
ed,  because  of  his  special  interest 
in  them  and  because  of  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  working  with  them. 

In  Belgium  Mr.  Griffith  will  be¬ 
come  the  second  American  mission¬ 
ary  working  with  the  3,000-mem¬ 
ber  Belgian  Methodist  Church.  The 
other  is  the  Rev.  Kermit  Morrison 
of  New  Castle,  Ind.,  pastor  of  an 
English-speaking  congregation  in 
Brussels. 

For  the  last  eight  months,  Mr. 
Griffith  has  been  resting  and 
speaking  to  Methodist  groups 
throughout  the  United  States  on 
his  40  days  with  the  Algerian  reb¬ 
els.  His  story  was  told  in  the  April 
issue  of  Together  magazine. 


A  Christian  Witness 

Behind  Rebel  Lines 


By  Katherine  K.  Rankin 


When  Maruja  Olmo,  pastor-teacher  in  the  Manicaragua  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba,  received  a  message  through  the  underground  in  August 
1958,  to  come  up  into  the  Las  Villas  hills  to  meet  a  commander  of  Fidel 
Castro’s  Forces,  she  received  it  calmly  and  proceeded  to  make  plans  to 
comply  with  the  request.  She  shared  this  knowledge  with  only  one  per¬ 
son,  Luis  de  Arce,  executive  secretary  of  Christian  Education  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Cuba. 

He  persuaded  her  to  let  him  go  along,  driving  his  station  wagon  in¬ 
stead  of  Maruja’s  jeep.  They  made  their  way  up  into  the  hills,  through 
winding  roads  to  the  Methodist  Youth  Camp,  the  place  of  meeting.  This 
aroused  no  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  Batista  government  soldiers  at 
the  time,  for  Maruja  was  accustom-  _ _ _ 

camp,  so  we  ask  you  to  do  all  you 
can  to  keep  them  away.” 

They  talked  together  for  a  few 
moments,  and  then  filed  silently 
away  beyond  the  camp  back  into 
the  woods.  Maruja  continued  to 
the  chapel  to  take  a  picture  in  case 
she  should  be  watched  from  a  dis¬ 
tance,  and  the  folk  who  lived  in 
the  surrounding  hills  should  won¬ 
der  why  she  had  returned  on  this 
particular  day. 

It  is  interesting  to  realize  that 
all  during  these  months  when  the 


ed  to  going  up  to  meet  with  the 
country  folk  for  services  in  the 
chapel  there,  and  to  visit  homes 
along  the  way. 

As  they  approached  their  desti¬ 
nation,  Maruja  asked  Luis  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  car  and  said  that  she 
would  walk  alone  toward  the  camp. 
The  interview  had  been  planned 
with  her  and  she  wanted  to  com¬ 
ply  with  their  agreement.  No  one 
was  to  be  seen.  Bird  calls  rang 
clearly  through  the  silence  of  the 
countryside.  And  then  in  a  moment 
she  was  surrounded  by  “barbudos,” 
bearded  rebels  on  horseback.  She 
was  startled,  but  found  that  she 
was  not  afraid  as  they  approached 
quietly  and  she  looked  into  their 
young  faces,  framed  by  long  hair. 

This  was  the  first  of  many  en¬ 
counters  Maruja  would  have  with 
these  young  Cuban  rebels  from 
August  to  the  day  of  liberation  on 
January  first,  when  Cuba’s  military 
dictator,  Fulgencio  Batista,  fled  the 
country. 

Maruja  looked  about  her,  ques¬ 
tioning,  “With  whom  do  I  speak?” 
One  of  the  men  indicated  the  com¬ 
mander  some  paces  away,  and  he 
approached  the  circle.  According  to 
Maruja  this  was  his  message: 

“We  have  learned  something  of 
value  of  what  you  and  your  church 
do  among  the  people  here  in  the 
hills  and  at  the  camp.  We  want  to 
protect  the  camp.  If  the  govern¬ 
ment  soldiers  return,  and  if  they 
should  encamp  here,  we  could  not 
be  responsible  for  what  we  might 
have  to  do  in  that  case.  We  would 
not  want  to  have  to  destroy  the 


Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Rankin  and 
her  husband,  the  Rev.  Victor  L. 
Rankin,  both  of  Alliance,  Ohio, 
are  Methodist  missionaries  to 
Cuba- 


rebel  soldiers  were  camping  near¬ 
by,  nothing  was  ever  taken  from 
the  camp;  the  dormitories  and 
other  buildings  were  not  used;  no 
equipment  was  touched.  They  slept 
in  the  woods  beyond  the  camp. 
Only  once  did  they  ask  to  take  a 
camp  mattress  for  a  wounded  boy, 
and  asked  Maruja  to  bring  penicil¬ 
lin  for  him. 

During  the  next  months  when 
the  country  was  gripped  by  fear, 
she  returned  many  times  to  hold 
services  among  the  country  people 
near  the  camp,  then  would  go  on 
to  where  the  rebels  were.  More 
and  more  they  looked  forward  to 
her  messages  of  Good  News  about 
Christ.  Many  heard  of  the  Master 
for  the  first  time.  At  Christmas 


time,  she  took  chocolates  and  good¬ 
ies  to  the  children  just  a  few  days 
before  the  dictator  fell  and  the 
period  of  reconstruction  began  in 
Cuba. 

It  was  not  until  the  first  of  Jan¬ 
uary  that  Maruja’s  friends  and  co¬ 
workers  learned  of  her  ministry  to 
the  rebel  youth  beyond  the  camp. 
Then  they  learned  that  permission 
had  been  obtained  from  diplomatic 
sources  in  Havana  to  construct  a 
large  sign  on  the  grounds  of  the 
youth  camp  showing  the  Cuban 
flag  and  the  United  States  flag, 
and  reading,  “Methodist  Youth 
Camp,  property  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church.” 
Fortunately  for  the  property  by 
that  time  the  government  soldiers 
did  not  venture  that  far  into  the 
hills  any  more,  and  there  was  no 
danger  to  the  camp.  However,  the 
working  out  of  the  safety  of  this 
property  which  means  so  much  to 
the  youth  of  Cuba,  was  the  occas¬ 
ion  for  a  most  courageous  and  in¬ 
teresting  ministry  on  the  part  of 
one  of  Cuba’s  finest  women,  Span¬ 
ish-born  Maruja  Olmo,  a  graduate 
of  the  Cuban  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

“But  weren’t  you  afraid?”  her 
friends  said. 

“Why  should  I  have  been  afraid?” 
responded  Maruja.  “I  was  doing 
my  work — God’s  Work.” 
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POWELL  —  Mrs.  Julia  Rogers 
Wiles  Powell,  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  and  Sarah  A.  Rogers,  was 
born  in  a  Methodist  parsonage  on 
January  23,  1868.  She  joined  the 
church  when  she  was  eight  years 
old.  One  of  her  happiest  girlhood 
memories  was  that  of  having  gone 
with  her  Daddy  on  many  of  his  ap¬ 
pointments.  She  served  her  Lord 
as  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  83  years! 

Three  of  her  sons  are  living  and 
active  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
They  are  W.  R.  and  E.  J.  Wiles  of 
Bay,  Arkansas  and  O.  C.  Wiles  of 
Senath,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Powell’s  first  husband, 
James  Franklin  Wiles,  died  in  1904. 
Her  second  husband,  James  Powell, 
died  in  1947.  On  the  evening,  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1959,  the  Great  Reaper 
came  and  took  this  dear  saint  of 
God  home. 

Mrs.  Julia  Powell  was  one  of 
those  rare  souls  God  made  to  de¬ 
light  the  heart  of  any  preacher.  Her 
church  and  her  Lord  came  first. 
There  was  never  any  question,  nev¬ 
er  any  argument.  If  others  criti¬ 
cized  the  pastor,  she  would  suggest 
they  pray  for  him. 

If  her  pastors,  any  of  them,  ever 
had  trouble,  it  was  not  brought  on 
by  Mrs.  Powell.  Like  Mary  and 
Martha  of  old  she  loved  her  Lord; 
she  loved  her  church.  Her  lips 
spoke  no  guile.  In  her  tongue  was 
the  law  of  kindness.  She  was 
known  and  revered  by  all  as  the 
essence  of  loyalty  and  devotion. 
When  the  church  doors  opened,  she 
was  always  there  ready  and  willing 
to  do  her  part. 

I’m  glad  the  flower  of  this  good 
woman’s  life  lingered  latest  in  Bay, 
Arkansas.  I’m  glad  it  was  my 
privilege  to  have  been  her  pastor 
and  to  have  had  something  of  that 
lovely  fragrance  shed  on  me  during 
my  pastorate  there.  The  world  and 
the  Methodist  Church  are  truly  bet¬ 
ter  because  Mrs.  Julia  Powell  lived. 


Joseph  Brookshire 

Team 
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Written  by  G.  A.  McKelvey,  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Ark. 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  Louisiana,  May 
11,  1959. 

WHEREAS  for  many  years  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Louisi¬ 
ana  has  been  blessed  by  the  life 
and  faith  and  love  of  Barlow  Inab- 
net,  who  helped  to  guide  her  des¬ 
tinies,  support  her  institutions  and 
uphold  her  doctrines; 

AND  WHEREAS  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  has  felt  the  moral  impact 
of  his  leadership  in  matters  of  pub¬ 
lic  concern  because  of  his  devotion 
to  the  things  of  God  in  his  private 
life; 

AND  WHEREAS  his  death  brings 
sorrow  to  our  hearts  and  leaves  a 
vacant  place  against  the  horizons 
of  our  hope  in  the  church; 

AND  WHEREAS  we  shall  miss 
his  wise  counsel,  his  eager  expect¬ 
ancy  for  a  greater  expansion  of  our 
facilities  and  his  guiding  hand; 

AND  WHEREAS  we  join  his 
family  in  their  sense  of  loss  and 
share  with  the  community  the  sor¬ 
row  at  his  departure; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED 
that  the  Official  Board  of  First 
Methodist  Church  in  regular  session 
May  11,  1959  express  to  his  family 
our  deep  sympathy  and  concern, 
and  assure  them  of  our  love  and  de¬ 
votion,  and  declare  our  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  all  he  meant  to  us. 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RE¬ 
SOLVED  that  a  copy  of  this  resolu¬ 
tion  be  spread  upon  the  pages  of 
the  minutes  of  the  book  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  family  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to 


his  family  and  to  the  Louisiana 
Methodist. 

Carl  McHenry,  chairman, 
Resolutions  Committee 


NELSON — Mrs.  Lola  Pate  How¬ 
ard  Nelson,  daughter  of  Payton 
Pate  and  Martha  Varner  Pate,  died 
in  Arcadia,  Louisiana,  hospital, 
May  13,  1959  after  a  lingering  ill¬ 
ness.  Mrs.  Nelson  was  92  years  old 
last  Dec.  8.  She  was  born  at  Tulip, 
Louisiana,  a  few  miles  east  of 
Athens. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
the  late  T.  W.  Howard,  Nov.  5, 
1888.  Her  companion  preceeded  her 
in  death,  July  24,  1935,  and  al¬ 
though  they  never  had  any  children 
they  reared  ten  children  in  four 
different  groups,  all  live  to  stand 
up  and  call  them  “blessed.” 

Mrs.  Nelson  was  married  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  Sept.  14,  1936  to  the  late 
J.  T.  Nelson  of  Ozan,  Ark.  Mr.  Nel¬ 
son  was  her  school  professor  at  Tu¬ 
lip  when  “Miss  Lola”  was  about 
twelve  years  old.  Mr.  Nelson  died 
Aug.  13,  1943.  Although  Mrs.  Nel¬ 
son  was  a  native  of  Claiborne  Par¬ 
ish  she  had  lived  in  Arcadia  in 
Bienville  Parish  for  a  number  of 
years. 

At  Mrs.  Nelson’s  second  marriage 
she  gave  half  her  money  and  prop¬ 
erty  to  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
at  Ruston,  La.,  and  when  she  died 
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she  bequeathed  all  her  property 
and  heavy  bonds  to  the  same  insti¬ 
tution.  Her  life  was  a  living  testi¬ 
mony  of  her  love  for  her  Master. 
She  read  her  Bible  regular  —  she 
called  it  studying  it.  She  left  it  to 
her  relative  that  would  read  it,  she 
said.  In  her  last  few  months  she 
has  written  prayers  and  sent  to 
numbers  of  her  relatives  and 
friends. 

Her  pastor,  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton, 
conducted  the  services  at  Arcadia 
Methodist  church.  His  eulogy  was 
most  beautiful  and  so  true  of  her 
life  and  passing. 

Mrs.  Nelson  was  in  “Believe  it  or 
not”  in  1959  for  piecing  a  quilt  that 
year  with  4,347  pieces  in  it.  She 
pieced  a  number  of  them  that  year. 

She  is  survived  by  a  number  of 
nieces  and  nephews  in  several 
states.  A  great  number  at  her  bed¬ 
side  when  she  died.  By  a  niece, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Valentine. 
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Perhaps  the  busiest  group  at  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  session  were  the  clerical  tell¬ 
ers  who  counted  ballots  during  the  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday  Session  before  the 
General,  Jurisdictional  and  Jurisdictional  Reserve 
clerical  delegates  were  elected.  They  are  shown 
above  tallying  the  third  ballot.  The  above  tellers 
include,  L  to  R,  Rev.  H.  L.  Robison  of  Clarendon, 
Rev.  W.  L.  Douglas  of  North  Little  Rock,  Rev. 
Joe  G.  Black  of  Jonesboro,  Rev.  Gerald  Hammett 
of  Trumann,  Rev.  Elmo  Thomason  of  Ft.  Smith, 
Rev.  Ben  F.  Jordon  of  Jonesboro,  and  Rev.  Charles 
Lewis  of  Hughes. 


Pictured  above  are  the  three  new  district 
superintendents  for  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  named  last  week  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 
They  are,  L  to  R,  Rev.  Lloyd  Conyers,  Paragould 
District;  Rev.  A.  N.  Storey,  Jonesboro  District; 
Rev.  John  Bayliss,  Fayetteville  District.  Rev.  Mr. 
Storey  has  been  the  executive  secretary  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Town  and  Country 
Commission  for  the  past  five  years.  He  formally 
served  as  head  of  the  Paragould  District.  Rev. 
Mr.  Conyers  is  leaving  a  five  year  pastorate  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Batesville.  Rev. 
Mr.  Bayliss  had  completed  three  years  as  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church  of  Newport.  This  is 
the  first  time  for  Rev.  Mr.  Conyers  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Bayliss  to  serve  districts. 


Rev.  E.  B.  Williams  of  North  Little  Rock,  who 
retired  at  the  1959  North  Arkansas  Conference 
session,  is  shown  helping  his  son,  Rev.  Travis  Wil¬ 
liams  don  his  ordination  robe.  Young  Williams, 
who  served  the  past  year  as  his  father's  associate 
at  Gardner  Memorial  in  North  Little  Rock,  was 
appointed  to  the  Rosewood  Church  in  West  Mem¬ 
phis. 


Part  of  the  delegation  elected  by  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  as  lay  delegates  to  the 
General  and  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conferences  is  pictured  here.  They  include,  first  row, 
L  to  R,  Nets  Barnett  of  Batesville,  (General  and  Juris.  Conf.);  Charles  Shivley  of  Forrest  City 
(General  and  Juris.  Conf.);  Jim  Wiseman  of  Searcy,  (Juris.  Conf.);  second  row,  Charles  Stuck  of 
Jonesboro  (General  and  Juris.  Conf.);  Joe  Pierce  of  Searcy  (Juris.  Conf.);  and  Clifton  Walden  of 
Paragould  (Juris.  Conf.).  Other  delegates  elected  but  not  present  for  pictures  include  Clay  Bump¬ 
ers  of  Wabash,  Jurisdictional;  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis  of  Conway,  Jurisdictional;  Sherman  Crabtree  of 
Bentonville,  Jurisdictional  Reserve;  T.  L.  Hunt  of  Ft.  Smith,  Jurisdictional  Reserve;  and  Mrs.  Jes¬ 
sie  Gilstrap  of  Bentonville  Jurisdictional  Reserve. 


Ten  North  Arkansas  Conference  members 
retired  at  the  1959  session,  five  of  these  are 
shown  above.  They  are  L  to  R,  Rev.  E.  B.  Williams 
of  North  Little  Rock,  35  years  of  service;  Dr. 
Golder  Lawrence  of  McCrory,  45  years  of  service; 
Rev.  W.  C.  Hutton  of  Viney  Grove,  23  years  of 
service;  Rev.  Oscar  J.  Evanson  of  Danville,  37 
years  of  service;  and  Rev.  I.  L.  Claud  of  Marion, 
43  years  of  service.  Not  present  for  the  picture 
were  Rev.  Earle  Cravens  of  Wilson,  34  years  of 
service;  Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook  of  Fayetteville,  44 
years  of  service;  Rev.  Porter  Weaver  of  Searcy, 
40  years  of  service,  and  Rev.  E.  E.  Stevenson  of 
Monette,  36  years  of  service. 


Pictured  here  are  clerical  delegates  elected  by  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  to  represent 
the  conference  at  the  General  and  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  meeting  next  year. 
They  are  as  follows,  first  row,  L  to  R,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden  of  Fayetteville  (General  &  Juris. 
Conf.);  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen  of  Ft.  Smith  (General  &  Juris.  Conf.);  Rev.  Harold  O.  Eggensperger  of 
Conway  (General  and  Juris.  Conf.);  Dr.  Paul  M.  Bumpers  of  Batesville  (Juris.  Conf.);  second  row. 
Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley  of  Conway  (Juris.  Conf.);  Dr.  Fred  G.  Roebuck  of  Ft.  Smith  (Juris.  Conf.); 
Rev.  John  Bayliss  of  Fayetteville  (Juris.  Conf.);  Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin  of  North  Little  Rock  (Juris. 
Conf.);  Rev.  Elmo  Thomason  of  Ft.  Smith  (Juris.  Conf.  Reserve);  and  Rev.  Joel  Cooper  of  Conway 
(Juris.  Conf.  Reserve.)  Rev.  Alvin  Murray  of  Searcy,  third  Jurisdictional  Conference  Reserve  was 
not  present  for  picture. 


North  Arkansas  Annual  Conf. 
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PHOENIX,  ARIZ.  (RNS)  A  TRAGIC  REMINDER  —  Approach  of  the 
July  4  holiday — which  last  year  saw  650  persons  killed  in  automobile  acci¬ 
dents — focuses  attention  on  the  increasingly  active  support  religious  leaders 
are  giving  to  highway  safety  campaigns,  especially  by  underscoring  the 
moral  factors  involved  in  reckless  and  negligent  driving.  Serving  as  a  grim 
reminder  of  the  nation's  high  traffic  death  toll  are  these  sixteen  white 
crosses  which  mark  the  spot  near  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  16  Mexican  farm 
laborers  lost  their  lives  recently.  The  crosses  were  placed  by  the  Arizona 
Highway  Department  which  marks  the  sites  of  all  traffic  deaths  with  crosses 
to  show  the  number  of  persons  killed.  The  16  died  when  their  truck  struck 
a  tree  and  exploded.  Thirty -two  other  men  were  injured  in  the  diaster.  (RNS 
photo) 


Centenary  College 
Development  Fund 
Reaches  77  % 

Robert  F.  Scott,  General  Cam¬ 
paign  Chairman  of  Centenary’s 
1959  Development  Fund,  announced 
at  June  16  Report  Meeting  that  the 
last  regular  meeting  of  volunteer 
workers  would  be  held  Tuesday, 
June  23rd.  Thereafter  a  special 
“Clean-Up  Committee”  will  be  or¬ 
ganized  to  handle  the  solicitation  of 
all  remaining  prospects. 

“With  better  than  $1,250,000  now 
subscribed  to  the  Development 
Fund  we  are  confident  that  we  will 
soon  be  over  the  top,”  stated  Paul 
Brown,  president  of  Centenary’s 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  the  workers 
at  the  Report  meeting.  “There  are 
still  many  firms  and  families  in 
Shreveport  who  will  want  to  share 
with  us  in  fulfilling  the  urgent  and 
immediate  needs  of  the  College. 
Campaign  workers  still  have  a 
sizable  number  of  prospects  to  call 
on,  and  we  believe  that  many  of 
these  will  give.  In  addition,  in  the 
last  few  days  several  hundred  let¬ 
ters  have  been  sent  to  ■  business 
firms  and  individuals  whom  we 
know  that  our  workers  could  not 
possibly  see  before  the  end  of  the 
month.  Many  of  these  have  al¬ 
ready  turned  in  substantial  sub¬ 
scriptions  and  we  are  hoping  that 
many  more  will  do  the  same.” 

General  Chairman  Scott  urged 
all  firms  and  families  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  participating  in  this  im¬ 
portant  community  -wide  project, 
and  who  have  not  been  contacted 
as  yet,  either  to  call  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund  office,  at  5-3423,  or 
mail  their  subscriptions  to  234 
Washington-Youree  Hotel. 

Volunteer  workers  turned  in 
$101,105.00  at  the  meeting,  bringing 
total  subscriptions  to  $1,308,597.00. 
This  is  77%  of  the  $1,700,000  goal. 

Following  are  the  amounts  re¬ 
ported  by  various  campaign  divis¬ 
ions  to  date:  Advance  Gifts,  $1,120,- 
652.00;  Special  Gifts,  $67,744.00; 
General  Gifts,  $42,731.00;  College 
Family,  $14,334.00;  Area  Gifts,  $59,- 
184.00;  National  Firms,  $3,950.00. 

9  General  Boards 
Invited  to  Move 
To  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI)  —  Nine 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  located  at  740 
Rush  Street,  Chicago,  are  being  in¬ 
vited  to  relocate  in  Kansas  City. 

The  invitation  will  be  extended 
as  a  result  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  church’s  Southwest  Missouri 
Annual  Conference,  meeting  in 
Trinity  church  here  May  27-31.  The 
resolution,  proposed  by  the  Rev. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Koch,  superintendent  of 
the  Kansas  City  district,  was  adopt¬ 
ed  by  unanimous  vote. 

By  the  action,  the  conference  au¬ 
thorized  Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank 
of  St.  Louis,  head  of  the  church’s 
Missouri  Area,  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  extend  such  invitation  to 
the  denominational  agencies  having 
headquarters  in  Chicago.  The  reso¬ 
lution  was.  prompted  in  part  by  re¬ 
ports  that  a  new  long-range  plan 
under  consideration  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  may  result  in 
the  sale  of  its  building  at  740  Rush 
street,  Chicago.  This  building  for 
many  years  has  been  occupied  by 
the  Publishing  House’s  Chicago  re¬ 
gional  house  and  several  denomi¬ 
national  boards  and  agencies. 

The  following  general  church 
agencies  located  in  Chicago  would 


be  affected  by  the  resolution  adopt¬ 
ed  at  the  Kansas  City  meeting:  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance,  the  Commission  on  Promo¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation,  the  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  the  Board  of 
Lay  Activities,  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions,  the  Board  of  World 
Peace,  the  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations,  and  the  Chicago 
Office  of  Methodist  Information. 

The  invitation  to  move  to  Kansas 
City  will  also  be  extended  to  the 
staffs  of  Together  and  the  New 
Christian  Advocate,  official  month¬ 
ly  magazines  of  the  church  edited 
in  Chicago  and  published  by  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Not  included  in  the  resolution 
was  the  Publishing  House’s  region¬ 
al  service  center  and  its  retail  out- 
(Continued  on  page  12) 


Methodist  Churches 
Receipts  Show 
Increase  of  5% 

Chicago  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  receipts  for  its  general 
benevolence  and  administrative 
funds  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
were  4.92  per  cent  ahead  of  the 
1957-58  fiscal  year,  it  was  announc¬ 
ed  here  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  B. 
Lugg,  general  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Council  on  World  Serv¬ 
ice  and  Finance. 

Receipts  in  10  general  funds  to¬ 
taled  $23,699,248.85 — a  gain  of  $1,- 
111,467.84  over  last  year’s  total  of 
$22,587,781.01. 

Receipts  for  World  Service  in  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area,  according 
to  the  Area’s  conference  treasurers, 
are  as  follows: 

Little  Rock  Conference,  June, 
1959,  $102,159;  June,  1958,  $101,219. 

Louisiana  Conference,  June,  1959, 
$104,428;  June,  1958,  $105,506. 

North  Arkansas  Conference, 
June,  1959,  $98,698;  June,  1958, 

$98,700. 

Conference  treasurers  also  report¬ 
ed  that  giving  to  General  Advance 
Specials  were: 

Little  Rock  Conference,  June, 
1959,  $43,867;  June,  1958,  $39,303. 

Louisiana  Conference,  June,  1959, 
$69,456;  June,  1958,  $49,493. 

North  Arkansas  Conference, 
June,  1959,  $23,584;  June,  1958,  $24,- 
342. 

While  the  church’s  fiscal  year 
ends  May  31,  the  central  treasury 
at  740  Rush  street,  Chicago,  keeps 
its  books  open  for  a  few  days  to  al¬ 
low  for  final  remittances  to  arrive 
from  the  treasurers  of  the  100  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conferences  through¬ 
out  the  nation. 

World  Service — largest  and  most 
basic  of  the  funds  —  received  $2,- 
569,426.32  during  May  alone  but 
fell  slightly  behind  last  year’s  total 
for  the  12-month  period.  This  year’s 
receipts  totaled  $11,908,884.21,  a 
drop  of  $32,430.27,  or  0.27  per  cent, 
when  compared  with  last  year’s 
$11,941,314.48. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 

1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  June  25-July  4  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


June  25  . Hebrews  4:14.5:4 

June  26  . Hebrews  5:  5-14 

June  27  . Hebrews  6:  1-  8 

June  28  . Hebrews  6:  9-20 

June  29  . Hebrews  7:  1-10 

June  30  . Hebrews  7:11-17 

July  1  . Hebrews  7:18-28 

July  2  . Hebrews  8:  1-13 

July  3  . Hebrews  9:  1-10 

July  4  . Hebrews  9:11-22 


Reveals  Plans  For 

Evangelistic  Mission  To  Japan 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — Forty-two  Americans,  including  21  Meth¬ 
odists,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  L.  Lacour, 
Nashville,  will  participate  in  an  evangelistic  mission  to  Japan  this  summer! 

Dr.  Lacour  is  director  of  the  Department  of  Evangelistic  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism,  which  has  its  national  head¬ 
quarters  here. 

The  group  will  leave  Seattle  by  plane  July  6  and  return  to  this  coun¬ 
try  about  September  3  or  a  little  later.  None  of  the  party  are  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  Rev.  J.  Ralph  Hillis  of  Paragould  participated 
in  the  mission  last  year. 

This  will  be  the  seventh  mission  to  Japan  that  the  Lacours  have  led 
in  the  last  ten  years.  The  missions  - 


before  epidemics  break  out  or  mal¬ 
nutrition  leads  to  death  or  perma¬ 
nent  disability.” 

Arrangements  are  being  made  by 
Church  World  Service  for  addition¬ 
al  shipments  of  powdered  milk, 
cornmeal,  canned  meat,  vitamins, 
drugs,  clothing  and  cash  for  emer¬ 
gency  food  purchases.  The  supplies 
are  available  as  a  result  of  contri¬ 
butions  by  American  churchgoers 
to  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing, 
Share  Our  Surplus,  and  United 
Clothing  Appeals. 


Seattle,  Wash.  (RNS)— NCC  WELCOMES  ALASKA  AND  HAWAII 
CHURCHES.  A  highlight  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  General 
Board  meeting  here  was  this  colorful  ceremony  at  which  Dr.  Edwin  T. 
Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  (third  from  left),  NCC  president,  extended  a  warm 
welcome  to  churches  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii,  this  country's  newest  states. 
Accepting  the  greetings  were  the  Rev.  Fred  McGinnis,  Methodist  leader 
and  president  of  the  Alaska  Council  of  Churches,  who  presented  Dr.  Dahl¬ 
berg  with  a  gavel  of  gold-studded  walrus  ivory;  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  O. 
Rewick  (right),  executive  director  of  the  Honolulu  Council  of  Churches, 
which  supplied  orchid  leis  worn  here.  Looking  on  is  Dr.  R.  H.  Edwin  Espy, 
NCC  associate  general  secretary.  (RNS  Photo) 

CWS  Aide 

Finds  Desperate  Need  In  War-Torn  Cuba 

New  York,  N.Y.,  (CSW)— Cuba’s 
Oriente  Province,  battleground  of 
the  revolution  that  swept  Fidel  Cas¬ 
tro  to  power,  is  suffering  all  the 
agonizing  after-effects  of  war.  Re¬ 
porting  on  a  ten-day  field  trip  to 
Cuba,  the  Rev.  Frank  L.  Hutchison, 
associate  director  for  the  Church 
World  Service  Overseas  Program, 
described  conditions  observed  dur¬ 
ing  a  four-day  tour  of  the  remote 
province.  The  report  was  made  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Church  World 
Service  Committee  on  Program  in 
Asia  and  other  non-European  coun¬ 
tries. 

Last  winter  concerned  Cuban 
Protestant  church  leaders  began  to 
send  accounts  of  destitution  in  the 
Oriente  area  to  Church  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  cooperative  relief  agency  of  the 
major  American  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations.  $5,000  was  cabled  for  food 
and  nearly  14,000  pounds  of  cloth¬ 
ing  shipped  to  Cuba.  But  Mr.  Hutch¬ 
ison  estimates  that  52,000  people 
are  still  in  desperate  straits. 

“Refugees  whose  homes  have  been 
bombed  or  burned  out  are  trying  to 
live  in  the  ruins  of  their  houses  and 
shops,”  said  Mr.  Hutchison.  “Fami¬ 
lies  are  jammed  into  horrible  hov¬ 
els  not  good  enough  for  farm  ani¬ 
mals,  or  in  rough  shacks  made  of 
rusty  iron  that  once  was  roofing. 

They  have  no  work,  no  food,  almost 
no  clothing,  and  are  receiving  little 
or  no  relief. 

“People  who  still  have  their  homes 
are  only  slightly  better  off,  for  all 
economic  life  has  been  halted  for 
months  or  years  and  has  barely 
started  again.  These  people  should 
get  back  on  their  feet  in  nine  to 
twelve  months,  but  only  if  outside 
assistance  can  reach  them  at  once 


have  assisted  in  the  establishment 
of  28  of  the  approximately  100 
churches  that  have  been  started 
there  since  World  War  II  by  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
(a  union  of  eight  major  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  the  Methodists). 

The  missions  are  under  the  sup¬ 
ervision  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  with  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Evangelism  cooperating,  said  Dr. 
Lacour. 

The  1959  mission  will  have  the 
largest  number  of  American  partici¬ 
pants  of  any  that  the  Lacours  have 
led.  Thirty-five  ministers,  repre¬ 
senting  six  denominations,  will  take 
part,  and  seven  of  the  ministers  will 
be  accompanied  by  their  wives. 

The  missioners  will  work  in  23  of 
the  28  centers  where  churches  have 
been  established  by  previous  La- 
cour-led  missions  and  in  11  addi¬ 
tional  unevangelized  areas  where 
new  churches  are  being  established. 
They  will  live  with  the  Japanese  in 
the  villages,  eat  Japanese  food,  and 
sleep  on  the  floors  as  the  Japanese 
do. 

The  American  churches  which  are 
sending  their  ministers  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  are  also  each  insuring  the  sup¬ 
port  of  a  full-time  Japanese  pastor 
for  at  least  12  months. 

The  missions  are  called  Centenary 
Missions  because  they  have  been  a 
part  of  the  program  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  leading 
up  to  the  centenary,  or  100th  anni¬ 
versary,  year  of  Protestant  mission¬ 
ary  work  in  Japan.  This  is  the  cen¬ 
tenary  year. 


Call  For  175  Organization  Anniversary 

Following  is  the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’  official  Call  to  The 
Methodist  Church  to  observe  the  175th  anniversary  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  America.  The  Call  was  announced 
May  18  by  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  secretary  of  the 
council.  Organization  of  the  church  took  place  during  the  Christmas 
season  of  1784  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  the 
bishops’  statement  calls  for  appropriate  ceremonies  the  week 
beginning  December  27,  1959. 

Whereas  The  Methodist  Church  in  America  was  formally  organized  at  a 
conference  of  ministers  meeting  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
during  the  Christmas  season  of  1784  at  which  time  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas 
Coke  were  chosen  as  our  first  bishop;  plans  were  made  for  the  founding  of 
our  first  college;  the  work  of  our  Methodist  Book  Concern  was  begun;  and  the 
foundations  of  our  ecclesiastical  structure  were  carefully  and  prayerfully  laid; 

And  whereas  across  the  intervening  years  Methodism  in  the  United  States 
has  been  blessed  with  a  vast  company  of  devoted  preachers  and  laymen,  some  of 
them  persons  of  great  prominence,  and  many  more  of  them  persons  living  their 
lives  and  doing  their  work  in  quiet  and  sometimes  out-of-the-way  Plac*s  w"’° 
have  written  many  chapters  of  splendid  Kingdom  achievement  under  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God; 

And  whereas  December  1959,  will  represent  the  completion  of  the  first  one 
hundred  seventy-fjve  years  of  organized  Methodist  work  in  this  country. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  we  the  Council  of  Bishops  hereby  call  upon  our 
local  churches  to  observe  with  appropriate  ceremonies  the  week  beginning  Decem¬ 
ber  27  as  the  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

We  call  to  the  attention  of  our  people  the  special  anniversary  number  of 
"Together”  schedule  for  November,  1959,  and  urged  for  it  the  widest  possible 
distribution. 

We  further  recommend  that  arrangements  be  made  for  an  appropriate  cele¬ 
bration  of  a  nation-wide  character  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  during  the  Christmas 
season  of  1959. 


Methodist 

Bill  of  Rights  For 
Children  Proposed 

Westminister,  Md.  (RNS) — A  pro¬ 
posal  that  the  Discipline  of  The 
Methodist  Church  include  a  “bill 
of  rights  for  children”  was  approved 
unanimously  by  the  denomination’s 
Baltimore  Conference  here. 

The  six-point  statement  will  be 
laid  before  the  Church’s  1960  quad¬ 
rennial  General  Conference  for  pos¬ 
sible  inclusion  in  the  official  man¬ 
ual  of  rules  which  governs  the  com¬ 
munion  in  this  country. 

It  declares: 

“1.  Every  child  is  entitled  to  be  a 
wanted  child,  therefore  we  urge  the 
planning  of  families. 

“2.  Every  child  is  entitled  to  the 
love,  care,  admonition,  and  disci¬ 
pline  of  two  parents  in  a  home  situ¬ 
ation  unimpaired  by  separation,  di¬ 
vorce,  or  neglect,  so  long  as  both 
parents  shall  live. 

“3.  Every  child  is  entitled  to  pro¬ 
vision  for  his  necessities  from  the 
labor  of  his  own  parents  save  when 
physical  disability  or  economic  de¬ 
pression  intervenes. 

“4.  Every  child  is  entitled  to  con¬ 
tinuing  prayerful  concern  by  some 
Sunday  school  or  religious  agency, 
whether  he  or  his  family  seek  it  or 
not. 

“5.  Every  child  is  entitled  to  pro¬ 
tection,  so  far  as  it  can  be  provided, 
from  crippling  accident  or  debili¬ 
tating  disease,  and  to  provision  by 
society  for  special  needs,  either  by 
reason  of  unusual  physical  or  men¬ 
tal  ability  or  disability. 

“6.  Every  child  for  whom  family 
provision  is  not  made  as  outlined  is 
entitled  to  adequate  attention  by 
the  community.” 


Church  Leader  Foresees 
Red  China  Collapse 

Philadelphia  (RNS)— Collapse  of 
Communist  China  “within  a  few 
years”  was  predicted  here  by  the 
moderator  of  the  Hong  Kong  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Leung,  a  YWCA  leader 
in  China  for  50  years,  told  a  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church  and  local 
YMCA  officials  that  it  would  be 
“unwise”  for  the  U.S.  to  recognize 
Red  China. 

“Left  alone,  Red  China  may  well 
collapse  within  a  few  years,  because 
starvation,  suffering  and  oppression 
are  widespread,”  he  said. 

U.S.  recognition  of  Red  China 
“would  be  a  step  backward,  a  con¬ 
cession  that  would  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  all  non-Communist  Asia, 
and  only  cause  the  U.S.  to  lose  face, 
Dr.  Leung  declared. 


Page  Two 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Sexual  Morality 
Called  Crucial  To 
America’s  Future 

Westminster,  Md.  (RNS)  —  The 
maintenance  of  sexual  morality  is 
crucial  to  the  future  of  American 
civilization,  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Lord  of  Boston  told  the  Baltimore 
annual  conference  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here. 

“The  Kinsey  Report,  startling  in 
its  revelations,  is  an  accurate  bar¬ 
ometer  of  the  sub-Christian  stand¬ 
ards  that  are  now  prevalent  in 
many  areas  of  our  society,”  the 
bishop  told  delegates  representing 
196,000  Methodists  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  D.  C.  area. 

“The  maintenance  of  a  high  level 
of  sex  life  is,  in  the  long  run,  more 
important  for  mankind  than  any 
political  or  economic  issue,”  he 
warned.  “The  Church  must  pro¬ 
claim  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in  ev¬ 
ery  area  of  human  life.” 

Bishop  Lord  warned  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  accepting  “sub-Christian 
standards”  of  conduct  in  the  field 
of  personal  conduct  “forgetting 
that  history  shows  that  sex  morals 
and  civilization  rise  and  fall  to¬ 
gether.” 

He  called  upon  churchmen  to 
preserve  “those  moral  supports 
upon  which  the  community  and  na¬ 
tion  must  ultimately  depend.” 


► 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — JOHN 
FOSTER  DULLES:  CHURCH 
STATESMAN.  Patriot,  statesman 
and  peacemaker,  former  Secretary 
of  State  John  Foster  Dulles  served 
the  church  as  he  did  his  country,  un- 
stintingly,  as  these  photos  show.  As 
chairman  of  the  former  Federal 
Council  of  Churches'  Commission  on 
a  Just  and  Durable  Peace  (top  left), 
lawyer  Dulles  is  shown  with  the  other 
American  delegates  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Church  Leaders 
on  the  Problems  of  World  Order, 
1946,  at  Cambridge,  England.  Cen¬ 
ter  left,  he  chats  with  Dr.  W.  A. 
Visser  T  Hooft,  general  secretary, 
World  Council  of  Churches,  at  a 
symposium  in  New  York,  1949,  on 
Christian  Responsibility  in  World  Af¬ 
fairs.  When  U.  S.  Delegate  to  the 
United  Nations  (bottom  left),  Dulles 
addressed  the  final  meeting  of  the 
Department  of  International  Justice 
and  Goodwill,  Federal  Council  of 
Churches,  in  New  York,  1950.  (The 
FCC  merged  with  other  groups  that 
year  to  form  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.)  Top  right,  Secretary 
of  State  Dulles  inspects  the  Hay¬ 
stack  Monument  at  Williams  Col¬ 
lege,  Williamstown,  Moss.,  marking 
the  historic  prayer  meeting  at  which 
five  students  in  1806  dedicated 
themselves  to  foreign  missions.  The 
Presbyterian  layman  congratulates 
his  only  daughter  (center  right),  Mrs. 

\  Robert  Hinshaw,  on  her  graduation 
in  1958  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York.  At  the  Fifth 
World  Order  Study  Conference  spon¬ 
sored  at  Cleveland,  O.,  last  fall  by 
the  NCC's  Department  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs  (bottom  right),  he  is 
flanked  by  Methodist  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  D. 

I  C.,  left,  and  Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg 
°f  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  president  of  the 

;  NCC.  (RNS  Photo) 
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According  To  Army  Chaplain’s  Chief 

Materialism  Not  Communism 
Christianity’  Greatest  Ally 

DES  MOINES,  la.  (RNS) — Materialism,  not  Communism,  is  the  “fun¬ 
damental  enemy”  of  Christianity,  Chaplain  (Maj.  Gen.)  Frank  A.  Tobey, 
chief  of  Army  chaplains,  declared  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Baptist  Convention  here. 

“Whether  we  live  it  or  not,  war  has  become  the  preoccupation  of  our 
time,”  he  told  some  10,000  delegates  and  guests.  “Communism,  as  we  see 
it  today,  is  materialism  in  its  most  active,  violent  and  ruthless  form.” 

“But  were  Communism  suddenly  to  disappear  and  materialism  remain 


Spanish  Protestant 
Reported  Getting 
More  Freedom 

Washington,  D.  C-  (RNS)  —  The 
Baptist  World  Alliance  reported 
here  that  persecution  of  Spanish 
Protestants  has  been  eased  in  re¬ 
cent  months. 

On  the  basis  of  a  first-hand  re¬ 
port  from  Madrid  by  Dr.  H.  Cornell 
Goerner,  regional  secretary  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  For¬ 
eign  Missions  Board,  the  alliance 
said: 

“There  have  been  no  new  in¬ 
stances  of  outright  persecution  in 
recent  months  in  Spain.  And  there 
has  been  an  intangible,  yet  notice¬ 
able  change  of  attitude  on  the  part 
of  many  Catholics  toward  evangeli¬ 
cals.” 

The  change  seemed  to  “coincide 
closely  with  Pope  John  XXIIFs 
call  for  an  Ecumenical  Council,” 
Dr.  Goerner  is  quoted  as  reporting. 


strong,  then  materialism,  this 
greatest  enemy  of  Jesus  Christ, 
would  still  be  facing  us  and  war 
would  not  cease  to  be  the  preoccu¬ 
pation  of  our  time,”  the  American 
Baptist  minister  said. 

He  condemned  a  “materialistic  in¬ 
terpretation  of  man’s  destiny  that 
banishes  the  very  thought  of  God 
from  education,  business,  social 
planning  and  politics.” 

“Communist  leaders  cry  today,” 
he  continued,  “there  is  no  God; 


there  is  no  immortality;  there  is  no 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath;  there  is  no 
permanency  in  the  home;  marriage 
is  not  sacred;  adultery  is  not  a  sin; 
Jesus  was  a  blasphemer — He  was 
worthy  of  death.” 

To  meet  the  Red  threat,  he  said 
“we  must  depend  not  only  on  nuc¬ 
lear  weapons,  awe-inspiring  rockets 
and  our  own  mental  acumen,  but 
upon  the  purposes  and  plans  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God.” 
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Editorials 


Echoing  The  Congregation 

A  Presbyterian  Georgian  pastor  has  been  having  trouble  in  his 
congregational  relationships  ever  since  1957  when  an  arti¬ 
cle  of  his  was  published  by  LOOK  magazine  in  which  he 
said  creative  communications  must  be  continued  between  white 
and  Negro  leaders.  He  found  support  for  some  time  from  fellow 
ministers,  most  members  of  his  congregation,  and  the  Southwest 
Presbytery  judicial  commission  which  was  called  in  to  investigate 
the  matter.  However,  later  the  commission  reversed  its  position, 
apparently  because  of  pressure,  and  dissolved  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  B.  McNeill,  and  the  1,200  member 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Columbus,  Georgia. 

We  are  not  standing  in  judgement  of  this  action.  It  would  not 
be  proper  for  us  to  do  so.  We  are  interested,  however,  in  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  the  Commission’s  report,  as  reported  by  Religious  News 
Service,  which  announced  the  dissolvement  of  the  pastorate.  “The 
commission  feels,”  said  the  chairman,  “that  the  voice  of  the  pulpit 
should  be  the  voice  of  the  congregation.” 

Our  Presbyterian  friends,  we  fear,  do  not  have  a  monopoly  on 
that  particular  point  of  view.  Indeed,  we  understand  that  this  is 
not  the  position  of  Presbyterians  generally  nor  the  official  position 
of  the  Presbyterian  Assembly,  the  final  voice  of  Presbyterianism. 
On  the  other  hand,  too  many  well  meaning  church  members  of  too 
many  churches  and  denominations  want  only  to  hear  their  own 
sentiments  echoed  from  the  pulpit.  If  what  the  preacher  has  to 
say  happens  to  coincide  with  their  point  of  view,  then  his  words 
are  of  the  Lord.  Otherwise,  the  preacher’s  exhortation  has  a  doubt¬ 
ful  origin. 

This  is,  we  believe,  one  of  the  greatest  and  gravest  threats 
which  the  church  and  the  pulpit  faces  today.  It  is  not  that  the 
church  or  the  pulpit  need  protection  at  this  point.  Church  people 
need  protection  from  themselves  lest  by  their  own  actions  they  do 
themselves  spiritual  hurt.  The  pulpit  has  the  function  of  echoing 
the  eternal  words  of  God.  The  pulpit  must  remain  free  for  this 
proclamation.  When  the  pulpit  becomes  a  echo  of.  the  point  of 
view  of  the  congregation,  then  both  pulpit  and  congregation  have 
failed:  the  preacher  for  failing  to  proclaim  God’s  word  and  the 
congregation  either  for  being  content  with  their  own  echoes  or  for 
insisting  that  the  voice  from  the  pulpit  be  their  echo.  The  day  of 
“Thus  saith  the  Lord”  must  not  yield  to  “Thus  saith  the  people.” 

Most  church  members  are  hungry  for  the  Word  of  God  and 
are  anxious  for  their  preacher  to  bring  that  word  to  them,  regard¬ 
less  of  what  it  is.  This  is  right.  May  the  day  never  come  when 
this  precious  freedom  of  the  pulpit  becomes  endangered  by  a  few 
who  insist  that  “the  voice  of  the  pulpit  should  be  the  voice  of  the 
congregation.” 

All  Outside  The  U.N . 

THOSE  churchmen  who  make  any  attempt  at  all  to  keep  up 
with  developments  on  an  international  level  have  been  fol¬ 
lowing  reports  of  the  Geneva  negotiations  with  much  inter¬ 
est.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  a  recess  has  been  called,  breaking 
off  for  a  spell  the  conversations  of  several  weeks.  What  significant 
results  to  date  have  been  accomplished  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
same  East- West  struggle  based  on  the  same  issues  with  practically 
no  yielding  on  either  side  could  have  but  one  result:  no  satisfactory 
resolving  of  issues.  The  best  that  can  be  said  is  that  with  all  the 
lack  of  faith,  the  hurling  of  threats,  and  dogmatic  assertions,  all 
participants  continue  to  talk  instead  of  shoot. 

This  is  about  as  long  a  period  of  top  level  serious  negotiations 
outside  of  the  framework  of  the  United  Nations  as  we  have  seen 


for  some  time.  We  are  not  sufficiently  aware  of  enough  of  the 
circumstances  to  know  whether  these  conversations  are  being  held 
outside  the  U.N.  at  the  insistence  of  the  Soviets.  The  fact  that 
there  has  apparently  been  no  substantial  pressure  by  either  side 
on  this  matter  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  U.N.  has  not  figured 
very  heavily  in  the  thinking  of  either  side. 

The  Soviets  want  a  summit  conference,  a  meeting  of  the  heads 
of  governments.  Their  actions  at  Geneva  apparently  are  pointed 
toward  the  realization  of  that  goal.  They  also  want  Berlin,  a  desire 
far  less  likely  to  be  satisfied.  When  it  is  remembered  that  a  summit 
conference  and  Berlin  are  both  high  on  the  Soviets’  most  wanted 
list,  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  the  conversations  are  not 
being  held  under  the  United  Nations’  roof.  It  is  hardly  likely  that 
the  U.N.  would  be  a  capital  setting  for  a  Berlin  debate  with  so 
much  of  the  free  world  arrayed  against  the  Soviets  on  that  ques¬ 
tion.  Then,  too,  what  real  business  of  the  U.N.  would  it  be  to 
discuss  a  possibility  of  heads  of  nations  meeting?  The  only  matter 
at  stake  for  the  U.N.  would  be  if  the  peace  of  the  world  were 
involved. 

There  may  be  some  question  as  to  what  useful  purpose  would 
be  solved  by  a  summit  conference.  The  propaganda  value  of  such 
a  meeting  would  likely  accrue  to  the  Communists.  If  there  were 
any  real  hope  for  lessening  of  international  tensions,  then  there 
would  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  summit’s  real  value. 

We  believe  that  most  thoughtful  observers,  who  really  have 
little  but  newspaper,  magazine,  T.V.  and  radio  accounts  on  which 
to  base  an  observation,  believe  that  generally  speaking  such  mat¬ 
ters  of  high  international  significance  should  be  dealt  with  within 
the  framework  of  the  U.N.  If  they  are  not  matters  suitable  for 
U.N.  consideration  there  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether  they 
are  proper  matters,  especially  when  the  peace  of  many  nations  not 
represented  in  the  conversations  is  involved. 
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Rev.  James  Fleming  of  Blytheville,  above  left,  was  certified  at  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  session  as  a  director  of  Christian  Education 
and  as  director  of  music.  His  brother,  Joe  Fleming,  Hendrix  College  staff 
member,  was  also  certified  as  a  director  of  music.  Miss  Barbara  Mecheam 
of  Fayetteville,  above  center,  was  certified  as  a  director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation. 


Vacation  Church 
Schools  Held 

Brighiwater 

The  vacation  church  school  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  Brightwater,  Ark., 
Methodist  church  was  held  Sunday 
night  May  the  31st  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
church. 

The  36  children  in  the  school  pre¬ 
sented  the  program.  The  prelude 
was  “The  Lord  Is  In  His  Holy  Tem¬ 
ple,”  followed  by  a  prayer  by  Bar¬ 
bara  Bennett.  “God  Will  Take  Care 
Of  You,”  was  an  audience  song.  Rev. 
Cleve  Yarbough  from  Goshen  led  in 
prayer. 

The  group  sang  “This  Is  My  Fath¬ 
er’s  World,”  “Long  Ago  The  Little 
Children,”  “God’s  World  Is  So  Beau¬ 
tiful”  and  “Hallelujah.’ 

The  four  groups  Kindergarten, 
Primary,  Juniors  and  Intermediates 
presented  some  of  the  material  they 
had  made  in  the  study  of  God.  Bruce 
Bowen  and  David  Wilkerson  took 
the  offering;  Ruth  Clawson  was  the 
director. 

After  singing  “Blest  Be  The  Tie,” 
Rev.  Wilbert  Feagan  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction. 


Texarkana 

The  College  Kill  Methodist  Church, 
Texarkana,  Ark.,  concluded  a  very 
successful  Vacation  Bible  School 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Weldon 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Bill  Wright. 

The  Kindergarten  Department 
used  as  their  text  “God  In  His 
World.”  The  teachers  were  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Buse,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Curtis  Cornett, 
Mrs.  Bill  Roberts,  Mrs.  Dewey 
Stuart,  Mrs.  G.  L.  Hulvey,  and  Mrs. 


R.  V.  Letterman. 

The  Primary  Department  studied 
“The  Earth  Is  Full  of  His  Riches” 
and  the  teachers  were  Mrs.’  Billy 
Culberson,  Mrs.  Leon  Hall,  Judy 
Schmeider,  and  Edrene  Downs. 

The  Junior  Department  used  for 
their  study  “Finding  God  Through 
Work  and  Worship.”  Their  teachers 
were  Mrs.  Jake  Lingo,  Mrs.  Bart 
Mullins,  Diane  Hulvey,  Gary  Gold¬ 
man,  Judy  Wright,  Elizabeth  Fow¬ 
ler,  and  Karen  Wright. 

The  commencement  exercises 
were  held  in  the  church  Sanctuary. 

S.  C.  Stone,  church  school  superin¬ 
tendent,  led  the  group  in  prayer 
and  Mrs.  Weldon  Smith  gave  a  brief 
discussion  of  the  work  accomplished 
in  the  school.  Songs  were  sung  by 
members  of  the  kindergarten  group. 
A  litany  and  songs  were  presented 
by  the  primary  department.  The 
Junior  department  sang  songs,  held 
a  Bible  quiz,  and  scripture  readings. 

Parents  and  friends  were  invited 
to  view  the  exhibits  of  each  de¬ 
partment’s  work  in  the  educational 
building. 


Tangipahoa 

The  annual  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School  of  the  Tangipahoa,  La., 
Methodist  Church  was  held  with 
Mrs.  Harvey  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  as  di¬ 
rector.  There  were  54  children  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  classes. 

Mrs.  Jewel  Rymer  taught  the 
Kindergarten  group.  The  Primary 
children  were  taught  by  Mrs.  Willie 
Lea  Phillips  and  Mrs.  Bill  Williams. 
Two  junior  groups  were  taught  by 
Mrs.  Doris  Garner,  Mrs.  George  P. 
Pike,  and  Mrs.  Robert  Pezant.  Mrs. 
Minns  S.  Robertson  taught  the  In- 


New  Little  Rock 
Conf.  Director 
Of  Adult  Work 

Col.  Claude  E.  Haswell,  El  Dorado, 
Ark.,  is  the  new  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  director  of  Adult  Work.  Col. 
Haswell  succeeds  Rev.  L.  W.  Averitt, 
who  is  conference  treasurer. 

Moving  to  El  Dorado  in  1953,  Col. 
Haswell  became  active  in  several 
fields.  He  is  presently  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  El  Dorado  Planning 
Commission.  As  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  he  is  in  great 
demand  as  a  director  of  leadership 
training  courses  and  has  written 
several  articles  for  national  church 
publications. 

A  man  to  whom  life  is  significant 
and  challenging,  Col.  Haswell  has 
served  as  a  surveyor,  a  professional 
baseball  player,  a  soldier,  a  teacher, 
a  professional  musician,  an  author 
and  an  agriculturalist.  Now,  in 
semi-retirement,  he  seeks  to  devote 
his  varied  talents  to  civic,  religious 
and  humanitarian  activities. 

Some  of  the  church-related  ac¬ 
tivities  of  Col.  Haswell  are:  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music,  Newellton  (La)  Union 
Church,  1945-1953;  completed  Adult 


termediate  class. 

The  school  was  conducted  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  mornings. 


COL.  CLAUDE  E.  HASWELL 

Leadership  Course  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah,  1954-1955;  has  earned  14 
course  cards  of  recognition  in  vari¬ 
ous  Christian  Workers’  Schools;  Di¬ 
rector  of  Adult  Work,  Camden  Dis¬ 
trict,  1955-1959;  has  conducted  10 
Adult  Leadership  courses  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference;  and  has 
written  articles  on  adult  leadership 
for  the  Arkansas  Methodist,  The 
Adult  Teacher  and  The  Church 
School. 


A  playlet  based  on  the  book  of  Isaiah,  was  presented  at  the  May 
Family  Night  Program  os  an  outgrowth  of  the  Bible  study  on  the  book  of 
Isaiah  held  by  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  New  Iberia,  La. 
The  course  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Shirley  Ellender  and  Mrs.  Beldon  Fox.  The 
dramatic  presentation  on  the  Book  of  Isaiah  stressed  the  prophet's  view 
of  Judah's  God  as  the  God  of  History. 

The  Youth  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  assisted  in 
the  program  by  singing,  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy,"  "O  Come,  O  Come,  Emmanuel" 
and  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus"  from  "Messiah."  The  accompanist  for  the 
Youth  Choir  was  Mrs.  Johnny  Trotter. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


GARDENS  AND  BEAUTY 

At  this  season  we  are  giving  thought  to  our  gardens.  On  the 
sidewalks  of  large  cities  we  have  to  do  our  gardening  in  our  dreams, 
but  nevertheless  we  do  it.  And  on  this  June  day,  my  mind  is  drawn 
to  a  statement  which  stands  in  the  Fourth  Gospel:  “In  the  place 
where  He  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden.” 

Although  that  is  just  a  simple  prose  statement  of  description, 
there  is  something  deeply  symbolic  about  it.  The  putting  of  gardens 
in  the  places  of  painful  crucifixion,  the  replacing  of  the  bad  things 
which  cause  crosses  with  the  good  things  which  make  gardens — this 
is  the  challenge  of  change. 

Consider  the  contrasts  between  the  cross  and  the  garden.  First 
of  all,  in  the  place  where  He  was  crucified,  there  was  ugliness.  The 
cross  itself  was  an  ugly  object.  We  have  decorated  it  with  gold  and 
set  it  with  jewels;  but  in  Jesus’  day  the  cross  was  viewed  as  the 
scaffold  is  in  our  time,  an  ugly,  sinister  object.  Then  there  were  the 
angry  tempers  of  the  accusers,  the  leering  countenances  of  the  curi¬ 
ous  onlookers  who  had  come  out  to  see  a  man  die.  The  whole  scene 
was  ugly. 

To  replace  ugliness  with  beauty  is  a  task  which  makes  a  person 
feel  he  is  a  “worker  together  with  God.”  It  was  a  true  instinct  which 
inspired  the  authors  of  the  Bible  to  picture  man’s  beginning  in  a 
Garden  of  Eden.  Man  is  made  for  beauty.  God  intended  man  to 
enjoy  beauty.  The  growing  interest  in  garden  clubs  is  one  of  the 
most  wholesome  signs  of  our  times.  I  know  some  towns  where  the 
men’s  garden  clubs  are  competing  with  the  golf  clubs. 

Gardens  have  a  healing  power.  In  a  period  of  deep  sorrow  my 
wife  and  I  took  a  trip  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  see  the  glorious  mag¬ 
nolia  gardens.  There  was  'something  about  those  gardens  which 
made  us  feel  that  life  is  too  strong  for  death.  That  is  the  symbolic 
service  which  flowers  render  at  a  funeral  service.  In  our  solemn 
funeral  ritual  we  read,  “In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death”;  but 
flowers  remind  us  that  in  the  midst  of  death  we  are  in  life.  If  win¬ 
ter  comes,  flowers  are  not  far  behind. 

The  growing  interest  in  beauty  is  apparent  not  only  in  the  gar¬ 
dens  around  our  homes  and  the  parks  of  our  cities  but  in  the  arts. 
At  college  commencements  I  see  the  increased  attention  given  to  the 
fine  arts.  The  way  to  lessen  the  strain  of  the  competitive  life  is  to 
increase  the  noncompetitive  values  of  our  world.  We  can  enjoy 
beauty  without  taking  away  from  anyone  else. 

We  can  cultivate  gardens  in  our  own  minds.  We  speak  of  our 
gardens  of  memory,  but  are  our  memories  really  gardens  of  glowing 
beauty  or  places  of  ugly  crucifying  thoughts?  Do  we  keep  torturing 
ourselves  with  old  regrets?  Do  our  minds  dwell  on  the  unlovely  and 
painful  experiences  of  the  past? 

There  is,  you  know,  a  peculiar  suction  in  the  channel  of  memory 
which  can  draw  in  an  amazing  lot  of  mental  driftwood  when  once 
the  current  gets  going  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  little  boy  put  it 
naively,  but  truly,  when  he  said,  “A  fellow  starts  crying  because  of 
the  thing  which  has  just  hurt  him,  but  he  goes  on  crying  for  all  the 
sad  and  sorry  things  that  ever  happened.” 

That  is  the  way  our  memories  sometimes  serve  us.  They  draw 
back  into  circulation  so  much  that  should  have  been  discarded.  And 
while  we  often  complain  about  our  inability  to  remember,  it  is  a 
worse  mental  state  when  we  cannot  forget,  when  fixed  ideas  become 
obsessions  until  they  unbalance  our  minds. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  mental  peace  and  progress  js  to  dig  from 
our  memories  the  weedy  regrets  which  infest  them.  We  should  sift 
the  ugly,  envious  thoughts  which  our  present  experiences  keep  sow¬ 
ing  in  the  fertile  soil  of  the  subconscious.  When  Dr.  F.  B.  Meyer  first 
came  from  England  to  the  Northfield  Conferences,  he  attracted  great 
crowds.  For  some  years  he  was  a  most  popular  and  welcome  visiting 
speaker.  But  after  a  time  another  Englishman,  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Mor¬ 
gan,  came  also  to  Northfield.  And  the  crowds  left  Meyer  to  hear  the 
brilliant  Bible  expositions  of  Morgan.  At  first,  Dr.  Meyer  confessed 
he  felt  the  pangs  of  jealousy.  But  he  said,  “The  only  way  I  can  con¬ 
quer  my  feeling  is  to  pray  daily,  which  I  do.” 

When  we  hold  our  minds  to  whatsoever  things  are  true,  hon¬ 
orable,  just,  pure,  lovely  and  of  good  report,-  we  are  replacing  ugly 
crucifying  thoughts  with  a  garden  of  memories. 


" -  till  death  do  you  part  .  .  .  and  crossed 

fingers  don't  count!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


felt  that  money  was  the  most  valu¬ 
able  thing  in  the  world,  he  began 
to  ask  friends  for  a  “stake”  of  a 
few  shekels  to  make  a  new  start. 
But  “Nobody  gave  him  anything.” 
His  crutch  of  money  was  falling 
away  from  him  now.  He  could  do 
nothing  without  it,  since  he  had 
never  tried  to  use  any  other  sup¬ 
port. 

Peter  and  John  several  years 
later  saw  a  cripple  at  the  Beauti¬ 
ful  Gate  of  the  Temple.  They  had 
no  money  to  give.  As  far  as  alms 
were  concerned,  they  gave  him 
nothing.  But  they  gave  him  some¬ 
thing  vastly  more  valuable.  Peter 
said,  “In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Nazareth,  get  up  and  walk”  .  .  . 

Many  of  us  worry  so  much  about 
financial  security  that  we  are  al¬ 
lowing  our  children  to  be  deprived 
of  the  most  valuable  possession 
that  we  could  give  them,  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Christian  parents.  In  a 
country  where  the  golden  dollar 
sign  is  raised  up  a  good  deal  more 
than  the  blood-stained  cross  of 
Christ,  we  often  think  of  friend¬ 
ship  as  the  act  of  "giving”  some¬ 
thing.  We  often  wonder  why  our 
Foreign  Aid  programs  do  not  make 
more  friends.  What  we  fail  to 
realize  is  that  a  smile  is  worth  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  good  will,  and 
that  one  Christian  missionary  can 
do  more  to  create  international 
good  will  than  several  million  dol¬ 
lars  spent  among  peoples  whom 
we  do  not  understand.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  I  believe  that  foreign 
aid  is  money  poorly  spent.  Rather 
we  need  both  it  and  Missions.  And 
behind  both  of  these  means  of  aid 
we  must  keep  the  feeling  that  mere 
giving  is  only  part  of  the  act.  The 
kind  wishes  .  .  .  even  the  prayers 
...  of  the  giver  must  go  along  to 
attain  the  best  results. 


“No  One  Gave  Him  Anything” 

The  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Luke  has,  among  other  stor¬ 
ies,  the  story  that  Jesus  told  about 
the  wilful  son  and  the  forgiving 
father.  We  usually  refer  to  it  as 
the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  Ev¬ 
ery  Christian  is  familiar  with  it. 
There  are  a  number  of  aspects  to 
this  story  which  are  not  often  em¬ 
phasized.  For  instance,  the  “other” 
brother  was  about  as  prodigal  in 
his  ungratefulness  as  was  this  boy 
who  threw  away  his  fortune  in 
foolish  and  selfish  spending.  Then 
there  is  the  fact  that  the  wilful  son, 
a  Jew  had  to  tend  pigs,  which  was 
about  the  lowest  job  that  a  Jew 
could  accept.  The  inability  of  the 
son  to  secure  a  better  job  is  reflect¬ 
ed  in  this  sad  commentary.  Proba¬ 
bly  the  saddest  fact  of  his  foolish 
experience  was  the  statement,  “No¬ 
body  gave  him  anything.” 

In  telling  his  parable,  Jesus  thus 
made  some  strong  implications.  The 
fact  that  “Nobody  gave  him  any¬ 
thing”  implies  that  the  son  was 
both  helpless  and  unwilling  to  place 
life  on  a  higher  plane  than  that  of 
seeking  material  values.  Having 
begged  his  share  of  the  estate  from 
his  father,  he  began  to  feel  that 
money,  material  possessions  could 
take  him  anywhere.  He  spent  his 
money  on  fair-weather  friends, 
thinking  none  of  the  day  when  his 
bank  account  would  be  overdrawn. 
Indulgent  living  was  the  most  im¬ 
portant  thing  in  his  life.  Money 
bought  it,  so  he  spent  his  money 
as  he  chose.  After  all,  it  was  his 
own  life!  Who  was  to  tell  him,  a 
grown  man,  how  to  spend  his  life? 
His  dependence  on  money  to  buy 
friends  was  good  enough  until  the 
day  when  his  banker  told  him  that 
there  was  no  more  to  spend.  Then 
he  did  the  natural  thing.  Since  he 
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Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  July  5,  1959:  A  NATION  UNDER  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  DEUTERONOMY  CHAPTERS  7  AND  8  LES¬ 
SON  TEXT,  DEUTERONOMY  7:6-11;  8:17-19;  11:1. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  You  shall  therefore  love  the  LORD  your  God,  and 
keep  his  charge,  his  statutes,  his  ordinances  and  his  commandments  al¬ 
ways.  Deuteronomy  11:1.  (RSV) 


Today  we  begin  the  study  of  lessons  in  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year.  For  the  past  quarter 
the  lesson  texts  for  twelve  of  our  lessons  were 
taken  from  1  and  2  Samuel,  and  1  and  2  Kings. 
One  of  the  thirteen  lessons  was  taken  from  2 
Chronicles.  In  the  present  quarter  our  thirteen 
lessons  texts  are  taken  from  twelve  different 
books  of  the  Old  Testament.  Our  first  two  les¬ 
sons  are  from  Deuteronomy;  the  other  eleven 
are  from  eleven  different  Old  Testament  books. 

The  first  four  lessons  of  this  quarter  are 
grouped  under  the  general  subject,  “A  Nation 
Facing  Its  Problems.”  The  subject  for  today’s 
lesson  is,  ‘‘A  Nation  Under  God.”  This  is  a  very 
appropriate  time  for  us  to  study  such  a  lesson 
since  only  yesterday  we  celebrated  the  4th  of 
July,  the  birthday  of  our  nation. 

Moses  Delivers  His  Farewell  Address 

The  Book  of  Deuteronomy  consists  largely  of 
the  farewell  address  of  Moses  to  the  children  of 
Israel.  For  the  more  than  forty  years,  since  Israel 
left  Egypt,  Moses  had  been  their  leader  and  law¬ 
giver.  Having  learned  from  the  Lord  that  he 
would  not  be  allowed  to  lead  Israel  into  Canaan, 
because  of  disobedience,  Moses  took  this  occa¬ 
sion,  near  the  end  of  his  life,  to  deliver  one  of 
his  greatest  addresses  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

We  find,  in  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  a  brief 
summary  of  the  history  of  the  Israelites  through 
the  forty  years  of  wandering  in  the  wilderness. 
It  is  also  a  restatement  of  many  of  the  laws  of 
Moses  received  from  the  Lord  and  given  to  the 
children  of  Israel  to  guide  them  in  national  and 
religious  development. 

This  address  is  one  of  the  most  dramatic  in¬ 
cidents  in  the  life  of  Moses.  In  the  closing  chap¬ 
ter  of  Deuteronomy  and  the  7th  verse,  we  read, 
‘‘And  Moses  was  an  hundred  and  twenty  years 
old  when  he  died;  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his 
natural  forces  abated.” 

Hence  it  is  that  we  find  Moses,  still  a  man  of 
physical  and  intellectual  powers,  accepting  the 
will  of  God  that  he  relinquish  the  leadership  of 
the  Israelites  to  Joshua,  who  would  lead  them 
into  the  land  of  Canaan.  Moses  was  soon  to  go 
up  into  the  mountain  to  meet  the  Lord.  He  was 
to  be  shown  the  Promised  Land  which  he  was 
not  permitted  to  enter.  There  he  would  die  and 
be  buried,  possibly  by  the  hands  of  angels.  The 
place  of  his  grave  no  one  would  know. 

Just  before  he  left,  Moses  delivered  the  great 
message  contained  in  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy 
to  the  Israelites.  This  message  so  impressed 
them  that  the  writer  of  Deuteronomy  remem¬ 
bered  the  year,  the  month  and  the  very  day  on 
which  Moses  spoke  this  message.  Deuteronomy 
1:3  reads,  in  part,  “And  it  came  to  pass  in  the 
fortieth  year,  in  the  eleventh  month  on  the  first 
day  of  the  month,  that  Moses  spoke  unto  the 
children  of  Israel.” 

God's  Purpose  In  Calling  Israel 

The  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  text  states 
the  purpose  God  had  in  calling  the  Israelites 
out  of  Egypt  into  the  land  of  Canaan. 

(1)  Israel  was  to  be  “An  holy  people  unto 
the  Lord  thy  God.”  If  we  think  of  the  word 
“holy,”  as  used  here,  as  indicating  moral  or  re¬ 
ligious  perfection,  we  will  become  very  much 
confused  as  we  study  the  life  of  the  Israelites  as 
they  lived  down  through  the  years.  The  Israel¬ 
ites  are  nowhere  pictured  as  a  people  of  perfect 
floral  character.  Holy  here,  as  in  many  places 
m  the  Bible,  means  separated.  God  called  Is¬ 


rael  to  be  separated  from  or  different  from  the 
people  with  whom  they  lived.  He  read  of  holy 
vessels,  holy  buildings  etc.  These  are  vessels  or 
buildings  “set  apart”  for  religious  purposes. 

(2)  The  children  of  Israel  were  to  be  a  “chos¬ 
en”  people.  It  was  not  partiality  which  caused 
God  to  chose  the  Israelites  from  among  the 
many  other  people  of  earth.  It  was  not  partial¬ 
ity  but  purpose,  a  divine  purpose,  which  caused 
God  to  select  Israel  to  represent  His  kingdom 
among  people. 

(3)  God  called  the  Israelites  to  be  a  “special 
people  unto  himself,  above  all  people  that  are 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.”  It  was  quite  an  hon¬ 
or  that  carried  with  it  a  tremendous  responsi¬ 
bility  to  be  so  elected  by  the  Lord  for  special 
service. 

God's  Reason  for  Calling  Israel 

Why  did  God  chose  the  Israelites,  out  of  all 
the  people  on  the  earth,  through  whom  to  work 
out  His  purposes? 

(1)  It  was  not  because  of  their  great  num¬ 
bers  or  position  in  the  world.  While  the  Israel¬ 
ites  who  came  out  of  Egypt  were  quite  numer¬ 
ous,  they  were  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  myri¬ 
ads  of  people  in  Egypt.  They  were  very  much 
in  the  minority  as  compared  to  the  multitude 
of  people  who  inhabited  the  land  of  Canaan.  It 
was  not  because  of  their  high  standing  or  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  world.  The  Israelites  were  a  band 
of  disorganized  slaves  in  Egypt  when  God  sent 
Moses  to  deliver  them. 

(2)  Moses  told  the  Israelites  that  God  called 
them  for  special  service  “Because  the  Lord  loved 
you.”  We  might  ask  ourselves  the  question,  Why 
did  or  how  could  God  love  the  Israelites  in  the 
lowly  position  they  occupied  as  Egyptian  slaves? 
The  question  might  be  about  as  difficult  to  an¬ 
swer  satisfactorily  if  we  asked  ourselves  why 
or  how  God  can  love  us,  unlovable  as  we  are, 
when  compared  with  the  holiness  of  God. 

(3)  There  is  some  insight  given  into  just 
why  God  chose  the  Israelites  for  a  special  mis¬ 
sion  if  we  read  the  complete  8th  verse  of  our 
lesson  text.  First  there  is  the  statement  about 
God’s  love  and  then  comes  the  statement,  “And 
because  he  would  keep  the  oath  which  he  had 
sworn  unto  your  fathers.”  Whether  Israel  count¬ 
ed  the  covenant  God  made  with  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob  as  sacred  or  not,  God  had  spoken,  and 
He  is  a  covenant  keeping  God. 

Some  Things  Israel  Learned  About  God 
f  From  Moses 

(1)  Israel  learned  “That  the  Lord  thy  God, 
he  is  God.”  One  thing  that  Moses  always  em¬ 
phasized,  in  his  teachings  about  God,  was  the 
fact  that  God  is  supreme  in  all  things.  There  is 
no  other  God  and  God  is  always  displeased  when 
anyone  allows  some  other  god  or  thing  to  take 
the  place  in  life  God  left  for  Himself. 

(2)  In  our  lesson  text  Moses  is  telling  the 
Israelites  that  God  is  “The  faithful  God,”  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  keeping  of  all  covenants  and  promises. 

(3)  In  contrast  to  the  gods  of  the  people  about 
them,  the  Israelites  learned  the  Jehovah  God  is  a 
God  of  mercy  and  love.  That  was  a  new  con¬ 
ception  about  God. 

(4)  Israel  learned  also  that  God  would  allow 
Israel  to  be  destroyed  if  it  forgot  God  and  failed 
to  keep  His  commandments,  statutes  and  judge¬ 
ments. 

Big  Manr— -Little  God 

Sometimes  we  so  far  forget  ourselves  and 


depend  so  much  on  our  own  strength  that  we 
come  to  believe  that  we  no  longer  need  God. 
There  are  times  when  we  awaken  to  our  need  of 
God  only  when  we  have  exhausted  every  re¬ 
source  of  our  own  and  still  find  our  problems 
unsolved. 

God  is  not  little  and  man  is  not  big.  We 
should  keep  in  mind  at  all  times  the  fact  that 
we  are  indebted  to  God  for  the  life  giving,  life 
sustaining  powers,  which  only  God  can  exercise. 
Every  power  we  possess,  physical,  intellectual 
and  spiritual,  comes  from  God.  In  the  economic 
world  we  could  not  really  earn  ten  cents  in  ten 
years  apart  from  the  physical  and  intellectual 
powers  we  receive  from  God. 

There  are  no  “Self-made  men.”  Every  power 
we  have  used  in  self-development,  whether  cul¬ 
turally,  socially,  intellectually,  economically, 
physically,  or  in  any  other  capacity  has  been  a 
gift  from  God.  It  could  not  come  from  any  other 
source.  For  every  heart  beat,  for  every  breath 
we  draw,  for  every  sane  moment  we  enjoy,  we 
are  absolutely,  unquestionably  indebted  to  God. 

Who,  under  such  circumstances,  is  foolish 
enough  to  talk  about  “My  power  and  the  might 
of  mine  hand.”  Rather  we  should  “Remember 
the  Lord  .  .  .  God:  for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee 
power  to  get”  anything  that  life  enjoys. 

Dangers  That  Threatened  Israel 

In  this  farewell  address  Moses  warned  the 
Israelites  of  some  of  the  great  dangers  that 
threatened  them.  “Walking  after  other  gods,” 
or  idolatry,  was  an  ever  present  danger. 

Moses  recognized,  at  this  early  date,  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  inter-marriage  with  the  tribes  about 
them.  We  have  seen  in  recent  lessons  how  even 
kings  brought  moral  and  spiritual  breakdown 
to  the  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel  by  mar¬ 
riage  with  heathen  wives.  Wisdom  in  the  se¬ 
lecting  of  a  companion  for  life  is  just  as  impor¬ 
tant  today  as  at  any  time. 

Pride,  prosperity  and  the  feeling  of  self-suf¬ 
ficiency  threatened  the  Israelites  at  many  points 
in  their  development.  Love,  humility,  obedience 
and  faithfulness  were  elements  of  character 
often  missing  in  God’s  chosen  people,  possibly 
also  in  ourselves. 

Life's  Most  Important  Commandment 

In  the  last  verse  of  our  lesson  text,  which  is 
also  our  Memory  Selection,  we  have  the  words, 
“Therefore,  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God, 
and  keep  his  charge,  and  his  statutes,  and  his 
judgements,  and  his  commandments,  alway.” 
The  first  clause  in  this  verse  is  a  restatement,  in 
part,  of  Deuteronomy  6:5,  which  reads,  “And 
thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
might.”  These  are  the  words  Jesus  quoted  when 
the  lawyer  asked  Him,  “Which  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  in  the  law?”  Jesus  said,  “This  is  the 
first  and  great  commandment.” 

Hence  it  is  that,  in  this  closing  verse  of  our 
lesson  text,  we  have  what  Jesus  considered  the 
most  important  commandment  given  to  man. 
We  know,  of  course,  that  we  cannot  love  either 
God  or  man  simply  because  we  have  been  com¬ 
manded  to  do  so.  True  love  does  not  come  by 
command.  A  parent  would  get  very  poor  re¬ 
sults  by  simply  commanding  his  child  to  love, 
him.  A  child  loves  its  parent  because  there  is 
something  in  the  life  of  the  parent  that  wins 
the  love  of  the  child.  It  is  vitally  important  that 
we  love  God.  Consequently  it  is  vitally  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  learn  of  the  love,  goodness,  mercy 
and  beauty  of  the  character  of  God.  Only  when 
we  know  something  of  the  nature  of  God  can 
we  truly  love  Him.  However,  to  truly  know 
God  is  to  love  Him. 

One  way  we  give  evidence  of  that  love  is  to 
“Keep  his  charge,  and  his  statutes,  and  his  judge¬ 
ments,  and  his  commandments,  alway.”  We 
keep  God’s  commandments  because  we  love  God 
and  believe  that  He  loves  us. 

We  Are  A  Nation  Under  God 

We  believe  that  the  Providence  of  God  Over¬ 
shadowed  the  founding  of  our  nation.  Our  fore¬ 
fathers  came  to  America  largely  in  search  of 
religious  freedom.  They  loved  God  and  the  priv¬ 
ileges  of  religious  freedom  more  than  they  loved 
the  complacency  and  comforts  of  the  established 
life  of  the  old  countries.  We  betray  the  spirit 
and  motives  which  brought  them  to  America 
unless  we  preserve  our  ’  nation  as  “A  Nation 
Under  God.” 
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DR.  EWING  T.  WAYLAND,  editor  of  The 
Louisiana- Arkansas  Methodist,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Logansport,  Sunday, 
May  24.  Rev.  Porter  Caraway  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

PUTSY  TRICE  won  the  15-and-under  Southern 
Closed  Junior  Girls  tennis  championship 
held  in  Jackson,  Mississippi  recently.  Putsy  is 
13,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  E. 
Trice.  Dr.  Trice  is  pastor  of  the  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  preached  at  both 
worship  services  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  on  Sunday,  June  14.  He  used  as 
his  subject,  “Our  Hope  for  Tomorrow.”  Dr.  Guy 
M.  Hicks  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MISS  JO  ANN  RICHARDSON,  Monroe,  was 
awarded  a  $1,000  graduate  scholarship  for 
school  year  1959-60  by  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education.  Miss  Richardson,  a  former 
resident  of  Baton  Rouge,  was  one  of  five  women 
receiving  scholarships  given  to  young  women 
planning  to  be  directors  of  Christian  education. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  has  announced 
the  following  exchanges  in  appointments: 
Rev.  Frank  Stage  from  Lecompte  to  Cotton  Val¬ 
ley;  Rev.  W.  C.  Barham  from  Cotton  Valley  to 
Lecompte;  Rev.  John  Sayes  from  Natchitoches- 
Oak  Grove  to  Trout;  and  Rev.  Tom  Sawyer  from 
Trout  to  Natchitoches-Oak  Grove. 

REV.  OTIS  W.  SPINKS  and  his  family  were 
honored  at  a  reception  given  in  Fellowship 
Hall  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
Wednesday  evening,  June  3.  The  occasion, 
sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  was  to  welcome  the  Spinks  family 
back  to  Trinity  for  their  sixth  year. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  A.  GIECK  were  given 
a  hearty  welcome  at  both  the  Ida  and  Hoss- 
ton  Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday,  June  7.  On 
Saturday  night,  June  6,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gieck 
were  given  an  old  fashioned  pounding  by  the 
Ida  Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gieck  is  the  newly 
appointed  pastor  of  the  Ida  Hosston  Charge. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  preached  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Jefferson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  June  7. 
Rev.  John  T.  Redmon,  a  former  pastor,  now 
serving  the  Algiers  Methodist  Church  preached 
at  the  evening  service.  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins  is 
pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  W.  HASSLER  and 
family  were  honored  at  a  reception  follow¬ 


ing  the  evening  service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  La.,  on  Sunday,  June  14. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Hassler  has  just  completed  a  five 
year  assignment  in  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
as  Youth  Director.  He  was  appointed  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  at  the  re¬ 
cent  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  MICHON,  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  were  guest  speakers  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  St.  James 
Methodist  Church,  Gretna,  Thursday  evening, 
June  11.  They  used  the  subject,  “The  Lord 
Keeps  a  City,”  the  title  of  a  story  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  New  Orleans,  written  and  edited  by  Mrs. 
Michon.  Rev.  Roy  Summerfield  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  WM.  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  the  University 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  installed 
the  following  officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  at  an  installation  service  in 
the  sanctuary  of  the  church:  Mrs.  B.  G.  Cald¬ 
well,  president;  Mrs.  John  Harvey,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  James  Perry,  recording  secretary; 
and  Mrs.  Alzinger,  treasurer.  Life  memberships 
were  presented  to  Mrs.  Kenneth  Swartwood, 
Mrs.  Paul  Rees  and  Mrs.  William  Johnson  for 
their  services. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  GEORGE  HARBUCK  and 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Helladay,  were 
honored  at  a  reception  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  Sunday  afternoon,  June  14. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Harbuck  is  the  newly  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Holladay  is  the  new  associate  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Monroe.  Members  and  friends 
of  the  churches  of  the  Twin  City  area  were  in¬ 
vited  to  attend.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

NORWOOD  HINGLE,  JR.,  is  the  newly  elected 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Other  officers  elected  are:  Charles  Hunter,  vice- 
chairman;  William  Davis,  secretary;  Charles  M. 
Robards,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Meyers,  fi¬ 
nancial  secretary.  The  following  are  Commis¬ 
sion  Chairmen:  Charles  Hunter,  membership 
and  evangelism;  Dr.  G.  S.  Rowlett,  education; 
R.  Bacot,  missions;  and  Milton  Cook,  steward¬ 
ship  and  finance.  Rev.  Don  W.  Alverson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

TAYLOR  COFFERY,  New  Orleans  attorney, 
was  named  “Layman  of  the  Year”  by  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  Lay  Activities,  which 
met  at  Centenary  College  in  connection  with 
the  114th  annual  Louisiana  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  lifelong  resident  of  New  Orleans,  Mr. 
Coffery  is  a  member  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 


Methodist  Church,  is  married  and  has  four  chil¬ 
dren.  In  the  citation,  he  was  commended  for 
giving  of  his  time  and  talents  for  the  churches 
of  the  New  Orleans  District,  making  files  of 
charters,  mortgages  and  other  legal  cases  hand¬ 
led  for  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  SHERMAN,  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro,  and 
a  Louisiana  State  University  graduate,  success¬ 
fully  passed  the  ministerial  examination  on 
May  20,  and  was  assigned  by  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  the  pastorate  of  Evergreen- 
Simmsport  in  the  Alexandria  District.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Sherman  plans  to  make  application  to 
Southern  Methodist  University  for  the  school 
of  theology  next  year.  Mr.  Sherman,  his  wife 
and  three  children,  are  now  residing  in  Simms- 
port. 

BRUCE  LOVELACE  was  re-elected  chairman 
of  the  Official  Board  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Plaquemine  Monday  night,  June  8, 
at  the  regular  monthly  meeting.  Elected  to 
serve  with  Mr.  Lovelace  for  the  1959-60  Con¬ 
ference  year  were:  W.  R.  Perry,  vice-chairman; 
Mrs.  Norris  Kurio,  recording  secretary;  Mrs. 
Arthur  Bezette,  treasurer  and  financial  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Sloan,  church  reporter. 
The  Board  also  agreed  to  suspend  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  services  during  the  summer  months.  Plans 
for  dedicating  the  church  building  within  the 
near  future  will  be  formulated  and  presented 
at  the  next  Board  meeting.  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Reid 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ROY  SIMONS  was  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  at  the  regular  meeting 
on  Thursday  evening,  June  11.  Paul  Dorman 
was  elected  vice-chairman;  Miss  Hilda  R.  Pop- 
pell,  secretary;  A.  C.  Webb,  Jr.,  treasurer;  and 
Mrs.  Eugene  Brown,  financial  secretary.  Rev. 
Estill  Allen,  Jr.,  newly-appointed  director  of 
Christian  education  for  the  church  presented 
plans  for  a  strong  program  of  evangelism  and 
Christian  education  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  the  pastor  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Cere¬ 
monies  in  December  to  celebrate  the  75th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church  and 
the  175th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Methodist  Church  were  announced  at  the  meet- 
.  ing. 

MRS.  R.  O.  COORPENDER,  district  president 
for  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  was  the 
installing  officer  for  officers  who  will  serve  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  for  the  coming  year. 
The  officers  were  installed  in  a  ceremony  at  the 
home  of  the  new  vice  president,  Mrs.  I.  Coburn 
Hook.  They  are:  Mrs.  Perry  Lucas,  president; 
Mrs.  Hood.  Mrs.  Clyde  Dowden,  recording  sec¬ 
retary;  Miss  Grace  Bailey,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Carl 
W.  Norton,  secretary  of  promotion.  The  follow¬ 
ing  chairmen  were  appointed:  Mrs.  Anna  Bell 
Carpenter,  spiritual  life;  Mrs.  Ora  McCarroll, 
supplies;  Miss  Nan  Tarwater,  literature  and  pub¬ 
lications;  and  Mrs.  Donald  Denham,  Christian 
social  relations.  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Trice  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JACK  COOKE  were  honored 
at  a  surprise  reception  following  the  Sunday 
evening  worship  service  on  May  31.  Also  hon¬ 
ored  were  their  three  children,  Jonathan,  Paul 
and  Martha  Ruth.  The  reception  was  held  in 
Fellowship  Hall  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia  by  members  and  friends  of  the  church. 
Refreshments,  consisting  of  punch  and  cookies, 
were  served  to  those  present.  The  climax  of  the 
reception  was  the  presentation  of  a  Magnavox 
Stereophonic  Phonograph  to  the  family  by  the 
membership  of  the  church.  Arthur  Land,  out¬ 
going  chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  made  the 
presentation.  Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  out-going  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  W.S.C.S.  pinned  a  beautiful  orchid 
on  Mrs.  Cooke  during  the  presentation  of  the 
gift.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  was  returned  to  the 
church  for  another  year.  Persons  from  the  vari¬ 
ous  organizations  from  within  the  church  were 
instrumental  in  planning  for  the  reception. 
Members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  W.S.C.S- 
and  Youth  Choir  prepared  and  served  refresh¬ 
ments. 
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Centenary  College  Methodist  Student 
Movement  President  Gets  Many  Awards 


The  second  annual  Every  Member  Canvass,  directed  by  Gerald  A. 
Byars,  right  above,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Membership  and  Evange¬ 
lism,  has  been  completed  at  the  Denham  Springs  First  Methodist  Church. 

Committee  chairmen  were  Earnest  Easterly,  Jr.,  resources;  Jack  Odom, 
program;  Earl  Jacob,  material;  Nat  Crawford,  visitation;  Clarence  Snelling, 
visitor  training.  The  Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout,  left  above,  is  pastor. 

The  canvass  was  introduced  to  the  congregation  at  a  dinner  at  the 
Denham  Springs  Country  Club,  where  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  pastor  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  First  Methodist  Church,  gave  an  inspirational  talk. 

The  program  committee  recommended  that  the  church  challenge 
youth  for  full-time  Christian  service  as  it  relates  to  missions;  move  toward 
more  professional  help;  organize  a  Fisherman's  Club,  a  Men's  Club,  and 
an  orientation  program  for  new  members;  ond  conduct  a  thorough  program 
of  stewardship  training  and  a  yearly  Every  Member  Canvass. 


Oil  Paintings 
Presented  to 
Centenary  College 

Dr.  David  C.  Kimball,  prominent 
Shreveport  obstetrician,  has  pre¬ 
sented  the  Centenary  College  de¬ 
part  of  art  with  two  oil  paintings 
by  distinguished  German  Artists. 

The  paintings  will  be  displayed  in 
the  college  library,  along  with  a 
collection  of  Japanese  prints  pre¬ 
sented  previously  to  the  college  by 
the  physician,  until  such  time  as  the 
college  boasts  a  permanent  art  gal¬ 
lery. 

Willard  C.  Cooper,  head  of  the 
art  department,  said  the  first  work, 
which  bears  no  title,  was  done  by 
Paula  Modershon-Becker,  German 
expressionist,  who  lived  from  1876 
to  1907.  The  painting  is  a  woodland 
scene  showing  trees  and,  grazing 
sheep  in  browns,  greens  and  greys. 
It  measures  24  by  30  inches. 

The  second  is  the  work  of  Dietz 
Edzard,  about  whom  little  is  known. 
It  is  entitled,  “St.  Jean  Fete  ‘La 
Belle  Fanny’ ",  and  is  dated  1893. 
The  painting  shows  a  young  girl 
wearing  a  bouffant  gown  and  hold¬ 
ing  a  rose.  The  wistful  expression 
on  her  face  is  in  effective  contrast 
to  the  carnival  atmosphere  of  the 
background  scene.  The  painting 
measures  20  by  24  inches. 

President  Joe  J.  Mickle  and  Coop¬ 
er  joined  in  expressing  the  thanks 
of  the  college  to  Dr.  Kimball  for 
his  gift. 


“New  insights  into  the  needs  of 
young  people”  and  ways  for  the 
churches  to  meet  them  will  be 
sought .  by  the  nation’s  Christian 
youth  work  planners  during  1959- 
60.  Announcing  the  program,  the 
Rev.  Donald  O.  Newby,  director  of 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  report¬ 
ed  that  there  are  20,000,000  young 
People  in  the  United  States  today 
between  the  ages  of  12  and  20.  If 
the  present  trend  continues,  he  said, 
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Oberlin  Church 
Dedicates  New 
Church  Addition 

The  Oberlin  Methodist  Church, 
of  Oberlin,  La.,  dedicated  a  new 
addition  to  the  Church  this  past 
May  17th.  The  new  addition,  to  be 
known  as  the  “Fellowship  Hall”, 
was  completed  this  past  year  at  a 
cost  of  $2500. 

Rev.  Sam  Nader,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  the 
morning.  After  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service,  the  4th  Quarterly  Conf. 
was  held,  followed  by  a  “dinner  on 
the  ground”  in  the  recently  com¬ 
pleted  hall. 

This  project  marks  the  success  of 
the  Oberlin  Church  this  past  year. 
The  members  of  the  Church  rejoice 
to  have  this  addition  to  the  Church 
plant,  and  pledge  their  efforts  to  a 
continuation  of  the  work  done  in  the 
past. 

A.  M.  Moore  is  the  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board,  and  Rev.  James 
C.  Skinner  is  the  pastor. 


50  per  cent  of  the  total  population 
will  be  25  years  or  younger  by  1957. 
“This  tremendous  increase  in  our 
youth  population  demands  the  use 
of  all  our  resources  in  being  pre¬ 
pared  to  serve  them,”  he  explained, 
“and  this  means  more  trained  youth 
workers.”  At  the  proposed  retreats 
for  church  youth  leaders,  beginning 
in  November  in  Maine  and  ending 
in  New  Mexico  in  March,  1960,  more 
effective  ways  of  training  youth 
workers  will  top  the  agenda.  Study 
subjects  will  include  the  problems 
confronting  young  people,  including 
sex,  marriage  and  social  attitudes. 
To  implement  their  conferences, 
sixteen  “leadership  teams”  will  use 
denominational  curriculum  studies; 
each  team  will  consist  of  two  de¬ 
nominational  or  National  Council 
executives  and  one  local  council 
youth  worker. 


Marcella  Ree  Flynt  of  Baton 
Rouge,  who  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Centenary  College  Methodist 
Student  Movement  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Louisiana  MSM,  took  a 
number  of  major  awards  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Senior  Honors  program  at  Cen¬ 
tenary. 

The  program,  held  in  the  Brown 
Memorial  Ch  ^el  on  the  campus, 
was  highlighted  by  the  annual  mes¬ 
sage  of  President  Joe  J.  Mickle  to 
members  of  the  graduating  class. 
Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting  head 
of  the  Bible  department,  led  the 
opening  prayers,  and  special  music 
was  directed  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Voran. 

Miss  Flynt  was  introduced  as  be¬ 
ing  among  the  four  students  who 
received  her  degrees  cum  laude  at 
commencement  ceremonies.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  she  won  the  $25  R.  E.  Smith 
Award  as  the  student  who  has  con¬ 
tributed  most  to  campus  religious 
life,  and  one  of  the  Ellis  H.  Brown 
leadership  prizes  of  $25  each  for  dis¬ 
playing  outstanding  qualities  of 
leadership  during  her  college  career. 
Dean  Emeritus  R.  E.  Smith  present¬ 
ed  the  award  carrying  his  name, 
and  President  Joe  J.  Mickle  pre¬ 
sented  the  Brown  awards,  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  which  went  to  Larry  T.  Mc- 
Kinstry  of  Bastrop. 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  announced  the 
scholastic  honors  as  follows:  magna 
cum  laude,  Diane  Holloway,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  and  Edward  John  Kozak,  John 
Richard  Raush  and  Jessica  Jean 
Warnlof,  all  of  Shreveport;  cum 
laude,  Torrence  Edward  Kable,  Aus¬ 
tin  Albert  Sartin  and  Bryan  Sparks, 
all  of  Shreveport,  and  Miss  Flynt. 

Sparks  also  received  the  Alpha 
Sigma  Chi  Chemistry  Award  for 
excellence  in  natural  sciences,  and 
Mrs.  Warnlof  was  given  the  Sigma 
Tau  Delta  Award  for  the  highest 
average  in  all  subjects  of  any  ma¬ 
jor  in  the  humanities  division.  The 
Peggy  Rountree  Award,  presented 
to  the  senior  member  of  Chi  Omega 
sorority  who  best  exemplifies  the 
qualities  of  the  late  Miss  Rountree, 


who  was  killed  in  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident  several  years  ago,  was  given 
to  Mary  Beatrice  Wakeman  of 
Shreveport.  Kable  won  the  John  A. 
Hardin  Award,  established  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  late  Dean  John  A.  Hardin 
to  recognize  the  student  with  the 
highest  scholastic  average  among 
mathematics  majors. 

The  Student  National  Education 
Award,  an  inscribed  pin,  went  to 
Roberta  Jackson  of  Many,  and  Em¬ 
ma  Lou  Stewart  of  Springhill  was 
given  the  Cencoe  Award,  a  plaque 
presented  annually  to  the  senior  girl 
who  has  contributed  most  to  campus 
sorority  life. 

The  Stella  H.  Petty  Memorial 
Award,  established  by  Jack  Petty 
in  memory  of  his  late  mother,  was 
given  to  Horace  Grady  Hines,  Jr., 
of  Shreveport,  who  maintained  a 
high  scholastic  average  in  all  sub¬ 
jects  and  who  did  an  outstanding 
piece  of  research  in  the  field  of 
social  science  or  community  organ¬ 
ization. 

Bobby  Lynn  Flowers  of  Shreve¬ 
port  won  the  award  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Society  of  Louisiana  Certified 
Public  Accountants,  an  incribed  key 
presented  for  the  senior  commerce 
major  with  the  highest  general  aver¬ 
age.  The  Wall  Street  Journal  Award 
for  excellence  in  commerce  and  eco¬ 
nomics,  went  to  Charles  Eisen  of 
Shreveport.  The  Chi  Omega  Award 
of  $25  was  given  to  Katherine  Jones 
Cochran  of  Shreveport  for  excel¬ 
lence  in  social  studies,  and  the  Tarr 
Geology  Award  for  outstanding 
work  in  geology  went  to  David  Aus¬ 
tin  Metts  of  Shreveport. 

Lt.  Col.  Robert  S.  Scott,  professor 
of  military  science  and  tactics,  in¬ 
troduced  James  Michael  Durham, 
John  D.  Goodwin,  Willard  Perry 
Winterrowd  and  William  Jerry  Win- 
terrowd  as  Distinguished  Military 
Graduates.  The  Chicago  Tribune 
Gold  Medal  Award  for  excellence 
in  military  subjects  went  to  William 
M.  McKnight  of  Shreveport. 


Ik"  . 


L.  E.  Guilbeau  of  New  Iberia  was  honored  ot  a  testimonial  dinner  at 
Del's  Restaurant  for  his  30th  anniversary  with  the  Standard  Coffee  Co. 

Mr.  Guilbeau  is  district  manager  of  South  Louisiana  and  Southwest 
Texas.  U.  L.  Roy,  executive  sales  manager  from  the  home  office  in  New 
Orleans  was  master  of  ceremonies  through  collaboration  of  Mrs.  Guilbeau, 
who  made  the  occasion  a  complete  surprise  to  Mr.  Guilbeau. 

Mayor  Armand  Viator  greeted  Mr.  Guilbeau  and  extended  his  con¬ 
gratulations.  After  dinner  speakers  were  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  minister  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia  and  Iberia  Parish  Sheriff  G.  H.  Wat- 
tiguy.  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  brought  a  message  with  a  theme  centering  around, 
"This  is  Your  Life." 

Among  the  many  friends  and  relatives  present  were  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  Wendt,  the  daughter  and  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Guilbeau.  Rev.  Mr. 
Wendt  is  presently  serving  the  Haughton-Doyline  Charge  in  the  Ruston 
District. 

Mr.  Guilbeau  has  been  an  active  member  of  First  Methodist,  serving 
on  the  Official  Board  and,  last  spring,  serving  as  assistant  director  of  Visi¬ 
tation  in  the  Every  Member  Canvass  program. 
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WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Auslin-Bethlehem 

The  Austin-Bethlehem  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  met  Wednesday  evening,  May 
20,  at  the  Bethlehem  Church.  The 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mary 
Kenley,  Mt.  Tabor.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  for  this  con¬ 
ference  year:  Bob  Moore,  president; 
Beverly  Jackson,  vice-president;  Jo 
Ann  Burleson,  secretary-treasurer; 
and  Della  Rowley,  reporter.  Recre¬ 
ation  leaders  are  Peggy  Johnson, 
Brenda  White;  Mary  Rowley,  song 
leader;  Mrs.  Coperton,  Mrs.  Mulky, 
Mrs.  Mayfield  and  Mrs.  Moore, 
counselors. 

The  new  officers  were  installed 
by  Rev.  Albert  Elder  with  John  De- 
Priest  reading  the  Scriptures.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  installation  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  with  the  M.Y.F.  ben¬ 
ediction.  Refreshments  were  served 
by  the  host  church. 


Ricebelt 

The  Ricebelt  Intermediate  Sub- 
District  meeting  was  held  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Grand  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  Stuttgart,  April 
28.  The  following  program  was  giv¬ 
en:  Judy  Linton  played  a  piano  solo 
as  a  prelude;  the  call  to  worship  was 
given  by  Roland  Curtis.  Next  was 
the  singing  of  the  Prayer  Perfect 
by  Sue  Grimes,  Terri  Robnett,  Wan¬ 
da  Earhart,  and  Susan  St.  John,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Kay  Flowers.  The 
theme  for  the  devotional  service 
was  explaining  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  emblem.  Those  taking 
part  were  Roland  Curtis,  Sue 
Grimes,  Janice  Haskyn,  Keith  John¬ 
ston,  and  Paul  David  Moore,  who 
sang  a  solo. 

The  business  meeting  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  President  Don  Patillo. 
New  officers  who  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year  are,  Sherril  Mor¬ 
gan,  Gillett,  president;  Linda  Broth- 
erton,  Dewitt,  vice-president;  Sue 
Grimes,  Grand  Ave.  of  Stuttgart, 
secretary;  Abbot  Trice,  Dewitt, 
treasurer;  James  Southerland,  First 
Church  of  Stuttgart,  and  Sandra 
Minich,  Gillett,  reporters. 

After  the  new  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  Rev.  Vernon  Chalfant, 
the  group  went  to  the  Fellowship 
Hall  for  games  and  refreshments. 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  86 
Intermediates,  counselors  and  guests. 


Monticello 

The  Monticello  Sub-District  met 
at  Wilmar,  Ark.,  May  25.  Installation 
of  officers  for  1959-60  was  made  at 
this  time  by  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Spore, 
district  superintendent.  The  officers 
are  Hilda  Hacock,  president;  Harry 
Shannon,  vice-president;  Charlene 
Chamblins,  secretary-treasurer; 
Mary  Ann  May,  reporter;  and  Kitty 
Jackson  and  Peggy  McKeown,  group 
representatives.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Monticello,  June  29. 


Alfred  Wasson 

Frank  O’Donnal,  layman  from  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Springdale, 
Ark.,  spoke  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  Alfred  Wasson  Sub-District. 
Ina  Mae  Persing,  chairman  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Citizenship,  was  leader  of  the 
worship  service  held  at  Prairie 
Grove,  March  23. 

At  the  business  meeting  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected;  Chris 
Hackler,  Rogers,  president;  Marcia 


Wilson,  Fayetteville,  vice-president; 
Ina  Mae  Persing,  Gravette,  record¬ 
ing  secretary;  Lucia  Eldred,  Sulphur 
Springs,  corresponding  secretary; 
and  Geneva  Umbaga,  Springdale, 
treasurer.  Chairmen  elected  were 
Helen  Moyers,  Springdale,  faith; 
Roger  Harrison,  Bentonville,  fellow¬ 
ship;  Tommy  McCord,  Bentonville 
Circuit,  witness;  Betty  Austin,  Elm 
Springs,  outreach;  and  Connie  Eld- 
ridge,  Gentry,  citizenship. 

Films  taken  at  Camp  Egan  last 
year  were  shown  to  encourage 
members  to  attend  this  year’s  camp. 
Games  were  led  and  refreshments 
were  served  by  the  host  church. 


Lillie  River  -  Miller  Counly 

The  Little  River-Miller  County 
Sub-District  met  Monday,  May  18 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Ark.  The  host  church  pre¬ 
sented  an  excellent  play  on  the 
subject,  “My  Parents  and  Me.”  The 
business  session  was  conducted  by 
President  Travis  Jones. 

Newly  elected  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  Rev.  Fred  H.  Arnold, 
district  youth  director.  The  officers 
installed  are  Harvey  Nelson,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  president;  Diane  Davis, 
Richmond,  v  i  c  e-president;  Amy 
Proetz,  Texarkana,  secretary;  Joe 
Robert  Davis,  Ogden,  treasurer; 
Vivian  Nelson,  Texarkana,  faith; 
Don  Richard  Johnston,  Ashdown, 
witness;  Ann  Nixon,  Wades  Chapel, 
citizenship;  John  Ray  Welch,  Ash¬ 
down,  outreach;  Jane  DeLong,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  fellowship;  Edrene  Downs, 
Texarkana,  publicity;  and  Ruth 
Nolze,  Texarkana,  counselor. 

The  group  was  dismissed  with  the 
M.Y.F.  benediction.  Refreshments, 
provided  by  the  host  church,  were 
served. 


Keener 

The  Keener  Sub-District  met 
Monday,  May  25  in  Wilmot,  Ark. 
After  recreation  and  refreshments, 
an  installation  service  was  held  in 
the  sanctuary.  Officers  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  are:  Sheldon  Anderson, 
Eudora,  president;  Judy  Tillery, 
Parkdale,  vice-president;  Betsy  Py- 
late,  Wilmot,  secretary;  Susan  Hart- 
rick,  Hamburg,  treasurer;  Becky 
Powell,  Eudora,  fellowship;  Mike 
Perritt,  Crossett,  outreach;  Kenneth 
Brown,  Parkdale,  witness;  Ronnie 
McCaskill,  Lake  Village,  citizenship; 
Margaret  Gregory,  Parkdale,  pub¬ 
licity;  Katy  Lou  Waggoner,  Wilmot, 
faith;  and  Mrs.  George  Pugh,  Ham¬ 
burg,  counselor. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Camp 
Keener,  June  25  for  the  District 
Youth  Rally. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Wixmsboro 

“Our  Bible:  How  It  Grew,”  a  sen¬ 
ior  term  paper  written  by  Tommy 
Hatfield  was  read  at  the  Sunday 
evening  service  on  May  10  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Winnsboro, 
by  Tommy’s  English  teacher,  Miss 
Rebecca  Guice. 


Luling 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Luling,  La.,  Methodist  Church 
obtained  the  first  permit  issued  for 
use  of  the  recently  acquired  Camp 
Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge.  The 
following  group  made  a  retreat  to 
the  camp  on  May  22  and  23,  and  re¬ 
port  an  enjoyable  experience  of 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

Teen-Age  Traffic  Courts 

Anyone  interested  in  youthful 
automobile  drivers  cannot  help  but 
be  impressed  by  the  efforts  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City  youth  and  their  adult  ad¬ 
visers  to  assure  safety  and  sanity 
among  the  teen-agers  in  the  heart 
of  the  nation.  An  unofficial  juris¬ 
prudence  called  the  Youth  Court— 
an  institution  of  the  teen-agers,  for 
the  teen-agers,  and  by  the  teen¬ 
agers— is  making  a  spirited  attack 
on  the  problem  of  errant  teen-age 
drivers.  Now  in  its  eighth  year,  the 
Youth  Court  has  made  a  significant 
impact  on  the  habits  of  youthful 
drivers  in  Greater  Kansas  City,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Southwest  and 
Northeast  sections  of  the  city  where 
the  courts  now  exist.  Plans  for  two 
more  courts  soon  to  be  established 
indicate  that  about  one-half  the  17 
and  18-year-old  high  school  students 
of  Kansas  City  will  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  if  they  want  to  be. 

The  Youth  Court  hears  cases  of 
traffic  violations  which  are  referred 
to  it  by  the  Municipal  Court.  Be¬ 
fore  a  young  foreman,  clerk,  baliff 
and  a  jury  of  twelve  teen-agers, 
the  offenders  have  opportunity  to 
plead  their  case.  Guilt  and  penalties 
are  determined  by  the  jury.  In  most 
instances  the  penalty  is  suspension 
of  driving  permits  for  three  to  four 
weeks,  sometimes  six  weeks.  The 
defendants  are  asked  to  sign  a 
pledge  they  will  not  drive,  except 
to  and  from  work,  for  the  pre¬ 
scribed  period  of  time.  A  reporter 
for  the  Kansas  City  Star  recently 
pointed  out  three  elements  which 
are  outstanding  in  the  Youth  Court 
plan.  First,  it  represents  an  earnest 
effort  by  many  youths  to  help  ease 
a  problem  their  elders  have  only 
mild  success  correcting.  Second,  the 
youth  courts  stand  as  a  hopeful  sym¬ 
bol  to  the  bulk  of  youth  that  it  is 
not  fashionable  to  drive  a  heavily 
horse-powered  motor  car  with  un¬ 
concern. 

Third,  the  experience  of  the  Youth 
Courts  in  Kansas  City  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  younger  gene¬ 
ration  does  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  adults  about  the  severity  of  pun¬ 


planning  M.Y.F.  programs  for  the 
coming  year  and  exploring  the  180 
acres  of  Camp  Istrouma:  Sue  Petty, 
Patsy  Hoffman,  Charles  Petty,  Ken¬ 
neth  Brumfield,  Mike  Sims,  Clark 
Smith,  DeWitt  Sumners,  and  Bill 
Manning.  The  chaperons  were  Mrs. 
Ollie  Canion,  Charles  Mayfield,  and 
Rev.  Tom  Crosby. 


Three  Senior  M.Y.F.  members  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Winnsboro,  won  in  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  for  the  best  essays  on  “What 
I  Expect  from  a  Christian  College.” 
Harriet  Kincaid  won  first  prize  of 
$50;  Tommy  Hatfield  took  second 
prize  of  $30;  and  June  Wylie  won 
third  prize  of  $20. 


Sparkman 

The  Sparkman,  Ark.  M.Y.F.  has 
elected  officers  for  the  new  confer¬ 
ence  year.  They  are  Danny  Denton, 
president;  Bobby  Shirron,  vice- 
president;  Mary  Ellen  DeLaughter, 
secretary;  Jessie  Lynn  Mann,  treas¬ 
urer;  and  Zane  Sinquefield,  report¬ 
er. 


Roger  Bone  Named 
To  Head  N.  Ark. 
Conf.  M.Y.F. 

Roger  Bone  of  Bald  Knob,  Ark., 
who  will  be  a  freshman  at  Hendrix 
College  in  September,  was  elected 
president  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  by  approximately  150  youth 
delegates  attending  the  Conference 
Youth  Assembly  on  the  Hendrix 
campus.  He  succeeds  Rosemary 
Janes  of  Piggott. 

The  newly  elected  youth  council, 
which  will  co-ordinate  the  confer¬ 
ence  activities  of  around  12,000 
Methodist  youth  in  North  Arkansas, 
also,  includes:  Brooks  Holifield, 
Jonesboro,  vice-president;  Donna 
Wellhausen,  North  Little  Rock,  sec¬ 
retary;  Jenna  Basham,  Fort  Smith, 
treasurer;  Marsha  Williams,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  outreach;  Bob  Janes,  Pig¬ 
gott,  fellowship;  Johnnie  Dacus, 
Searcy,  faith;  S'uzy  Van  Dover,  Mar¬ 
ianna,  citizenship;  and  Doris  Mc¬ 
Kinney,  Jonesboro,  witness. 


ishment  demanded  by  traffic  viola¬ 
tions.  This  is  demonstrated  nearly 
every  time  a  case  is  heard  by  a 
Youth  Court.  Teen-agers,  it  would 
seem,  by  this,  put  more  stock  IN  the 
values  of  punishment  than  some  of 
their  more  influential  elders  do. 

To  be  sure,  Kansas  City’s  major 
weapons  in  curbing  irresponsible 
teen-aged  driving  are  the  police  de¬ 
partment,  which  does  the  arresting, 
referring  to  the  court  and  sometimes 
warning  and  releasing;  the  munici¬ 
pal  court  for  17-year-olds  and  old- 
ers;  the  juvenile  court  for  the  16- 
year-olds,  and  driver  education 
courses  for  those  willing  to  take 
them.  But  the  Youth  Court,  organ¬ 
ized  under  the  leadership  of  a 
church  youth  group  in  the  South¬ 
west  High  School  section  of  the  city 
seven  years  ago  following  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident  which  claimed  the 
lives  of  several  teen-agers,  is  tak¬ 
ing  its  place  as  a  strong  positive 
factor  for  better  teen-age  driving 
habits. 

Any  town  or  city  might  well  fol¬ 
low  this  example — as  many  have — 
in  meeting  the  perennial  problems 
involved  with  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  teen-driven  cars  on  the 
streets  and  highways.  Here  is  a 
wholesome,  healthful  development 
which  deals  with  such  problems  in 
a  positive  way  and  which  could  open 
new  vistas  of  safety  and  sanity  in 
your  community. 


A  69-year-old  Christian  high 
school  in  Nagoya,  Japan,  which  was 
founded  b  y  American  Methodists 
and  has  long  been  supported  by 
them,  has  a  new  president.  The 
school  is  Nagoya  Gakuin,  and  the 
president  is  the  Rev.  Kazuo  Suekane. 
An  educator  and  a  pastor,  Mr.  Sue¬ 
kane  is  the  first  president  of  Na¬ 
goya  Gakuin  who  is  not  of  Method¬ 
ist  background.  For  13  years,  he  was 
chaplain  at  the  Kinjo  Girls  School 
in  Nagoya.  Later  he  was  chaplain 
and  teacher  of  Bible  at  the  Miyagi 
Girls  college  in  Sendai.  Nagoya 
Gakuin,  with  an  enrollment  of  2,000 
students,  was  founded  in  1887  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Fred  Klein,  a  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  former  Methodist  Protes¬ 
tant  Church  who  went  out  from 
Baltimore. 
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Societies  Elect  Officers 


The  Franklin,  La.  Woman’s  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Christian  Service  held  its 
final  meeting  of  the  present  confer¬ 
ence  year. 

Miss  Martha  Simonton  played  a 
piano  of  sacred  music. 

Mrs.  Paul  Horton,  president,  of¬ 
fered  a  prayer. 

Mrs.  Paul  Horton,  who  has  served 
as  president  during  the  past  two 
years,  welcomed  the  new  president, 
Mrs.  Horace  McGraw. 

The  following  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled;  Mrs.  Horace  McGraw,  Pres¬ 
ident;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Norris,  Vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Bell,  Treasurer. 

“A  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance”  was  the  title  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  which  was  presented  by  Miss 
Mary  Simonton.  Mrs.  B.  E.  Hart, 
Mrs.  Paul  Horton,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Hur¬ 
ley,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Norris,  Mrs.  James 
Lunny,  Mrs.  Merlin  Keenze,  and 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Bell  led  the  discussions 
which  stressed  the  many  responsi¬ 
bilities  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 

Mrs.  Todd  gave  the  Scripture 
reading.  The  pledge  service  was  im¬ 
pressively  presented  by  Miss  Mary 
Simonton  as  she  explained  how 
“Missionary  Dollars  Help  Correct 
World  Irregularities.” 

After  the  meeting  was  adjourned, 
a  lovely  reception  was  held  in  honor 
of  the  new  officers.  Mrs.  Gene  West 
of  Ardmore,  Oklahoma  presided  at 
the  tea  table. 


The  new  officers  of  the  Woman’s 


Society  of  Christian  Service  of  St. 
Luke  Methodist  Church  in  Pine 
Bluff  were  installed  at  the  Sunday 
morning  service,  May  24th,  by  the 
Rev.  Carlos  E.  Martin,  pastor  of  the 
church. 

The  officers  included:  President, 
Mrs.  Harold  Strange;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Marvin  McDaniel;  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Louis  W. 
Hamilton;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  James 
Welch;  and  Secretary  of  Promotion, 
Mrs.  Carlos  E.  Martin. 


Mrs.  D.  C.  Cameron  and  Miss 

Hattie  Scivicque  have  been  elected 
presidents  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesle¬ 
yan  Service  Guild,  Respectively,  of 
the  Denham  Springs  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Other  Guild  officers  are  Mrs. 

Ernest  Millet,  vice-president;  Mrs. 

A.  C.  Steinmuller,  Jr.,  promotion 
secretary;  Mrs.  Gwen  Montgomery, 
recording  secretary;  Miss  Mildred 
Leftwich,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Agnes 
Allen,  worship  chairman. 

WSCS  officers  are  Mrs.  George 
Smith,  vice-president,  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Rainey,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Carl 

Kimble,  secretary. 


The  following  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  at  church  service  in  Central, 
Fayetteville,  on  May  31: 

Local  Officers — WSCS  for  1959-60 
President — Mrs.  Joe  Crumpler, 
Vice-President — Mrs.  W.  C.  Adair, 
2nd  Vice-P. — Mrs.Darrell  Spriggs, 
Secretary — Mrs.  John  Sugg, 


Register  Now 
For  L.R.  Conf. 
School  of  Missions 

Ark.  School  for  the  Blind 
Little  Rock 

Guild  Week-End,  July  11-12.  Fee 
$3.75  not  later  than  July  6  to: 
Miss  Jessie  Ehlers 
106  Colonial  Court 
Little  Rock 

School  of  Missions,  July  13-17;  Reg¬ 
istration  Fee  $3.00  by  July  1  to: 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Galloway 
205  S.  Ridge  Road 
Little  Rock 

Linens  are  furnished,  but  electric 
fans  might  be  needed. 
BRING  YOUR  BIBLE 


Treasurer — Mrs.  Virgil  Fielder 
Asst.  Treas. — Mrs.  Floyd  Pothast. 


Officers  for  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Ruth 
Cowger  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  Danville  Methodist  church  were 
installed  at  a  joint  meeting.  Mrs. 
Oscar  Evanson  was  installing  officer 
and  Mrs.  Max  Cowger  was  in  charge 
of  the  pledge  service. 

WSCS  officers  are:  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Landers,  president;  Mrs.  Eric  Cavi- 
ness,  vice-president,  Mrs.  Eugene 
Scisson,  recording  secretary;  Mrs. 
P.  C.  Wiseman,  treasurer. 

WSG  officers  are:  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Tucker,  jr.,  president;  Mrs.  Max 
Cowger,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Roy 
Dow,  recording  secretary. 


Financial  Statement — Little  Rock  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
Fourth  Quarter  1958-59 


Members  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  for  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  year  just  ended  paid 
$93,910  on  the  pledge  to  Missions  for  a 
gain  of  more  than  five  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year.  Receipts  to  the  conference 
treasurer  from  all  societies  and  guilds 
amounted  to  $112,218. 

Funds  forwarded  to  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service  total  $97,354  for 
a  gain  of  $3,163  over  the  previous  year. 

Use  of  My  World  Bank  by  individual 
members  of  the  guilds  and  societies  added 
$4,923  to  the  year’s  receipts.  This  was  a 
gain  of  $3,111  over  the  1957-58  conference 
year. 

The  conference  has  $42,703  invested  in 
savings  and  loan  stocks  and  certificates, 
and  an  additional  $2,600  in  Series  G  govern¬ 
ment  bonds. 

The  treasurer’s  financial  statement  for 
the  Fourth  Quarter  follows : 

RECEIPTS: 


Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Result  of  Study  Projects: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Ark-Okla  Rural  Work, 
W.s  C  S 

Helen  Wilson,  W-S.c!s.  '''. 
Norene  Robken,  W.S.G.  .. 
Special  Memberships : 
W.S.C.S. 

w.s.g . 

In  Remembrance: 
W.S.C.S. 

w.s.g . 


$21,986.16 

4,175.87 

470.62 

82.48 

133.25 

69.00 

816.35 

3,465.00 

610.00 

195.75 

3.00 


Credit  on  Pledge: 
W.S.C.S. 

w.s.g . 


Total  Credit  on  Pledge  . 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 
W.S.C.S  $ 

W.S.G . *" . . * 

Supplementary  Gifts: 
W.S.C.S. 

W.S.G . ZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

Week  of  Prayer  and  Life 
Denial  Offering : 

W.S.C.S 
W.S.G . 


$26,319.78 

5,687.70 


$32,007.48 

1,077.25 

487.34 

51.79 

42.34 


197.11 

30.65 


Narcotic  Education  Fund: 


W.S.C.S .  118.30 

W.S.G .  27.07 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Fund  .  115.40 

Other  .  24.00 


Total  Receipts: 

W.S.C.S . $27,903.63 

W.S.G .  6,275.10 


Total  receipts  from  Districts  . $34,178.73 


Youth  Funds  . $  1,099.67 

Children’s  Funds  .  100.00 

Refunds  .  32.25 

Annual  Meeting  night 

offering  .  85.21 

Annual  Meeting  Love  Offering: 

W.S.C.S .  1,698.70 

W.S.G .  307.85 

Week  of  Prayer  offering 
(Lacy)  .  2.00 


Total  received  . $37,504.41 

Balance  May  21,  1959  .  16,433.07 


Total  to  account  for  . $53,937.48 

Local  Church  and  Community 

Work  reported  . $14,376.20 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $19,056.44 

W.S.G . .  4,977.81 

Special  Memberships: 

W.S.C.S .  3,880.00 

W.S.G .  610.00 

In  Remembrance  .  195.75 


Total  Pledge  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $23,132.19 

W.S.G .  5,587.81 


Total  Pledge  to  Missions  . $28,720.00 

Youth  Funds  . . $  1,099.67 

Children’s  Funds  .  100.00 


Total  on  Appropriations  . $29,919.67 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 

Foreign  . $  1,618.53 

Home  .  2,926.85 

Week  of  Prayer  &  Self 

Denial  offering  .  227.76 

Supplementary  Gifts  .  94.13 


Total  to  Missions  . $34,786.94 


Narcotic  Education 

Fund  . $  145.37 

Christian  Social 

Relations  .  57.00 

Administrative  .  362.57 

Jurisdiction  Annual 

Meeting  .  450.00 

Conference  Annual  Meeting: 

W.S.C.S .  1,259.60 

W.S.G .  282.82 

Jurisdiction  School 

of  Missions  .  180.00 

Jurisdiction  Guild 

Week-end  .  33.95 

Miscellaneous  .  303.55 


Total  Disbursements  . $37,861.80 

Balance  May  21,  1959  .  16,075.68 


Total  accounted  for  . $53,937.48 

STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS 

CASH: 

Cultivation  Funds  . $14,674.23 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Fund  .  1,401.45 

Taylor  Endowment 

Fund  .  1,051.43 

Student  Loan  Fund  .  362.40 


Total  cash  in  bank  . $17,469.51 

INVESTMENTS: 

Saving  &  Loan  stocks: 

Taylor  Endowment 

Fund  . $40,000.00 

Student  Loan  Fund  .  1,000.00 

Conference  Fund  .  678.07 

Ark-Okla  Rural  Work  ....  1,025.85 


$42,703.92 

U.S.  bonds-series  G: 


Taylor  Endowment 

Fund  . $  1,600.00 

Student  Loan  Fund  .  1,000.00 


Student  Loans  outstanding 


2,600.00 

1,440.00 


Total  assets  . $64,213.43 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 
Arkadelphia  First  Church:  Adult— Mrs. 
Farrar  Newberry,  Mrs.  T.  T.  McNeal. 
Youth — Mary  Jo  Stone. 

Gurdon:  Adult— Mrs.  T.  T.  Ross,  Mrs 
Lockey  Golden  (WSG). 

Glenwood:  Adult— Mrs.  Gus  Swanson,  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Sage. 

Hot  Springs  First  Church:  Adult— Ruth 
Phillips  Wade,  Ruth  Gulley  Wade,  Helen 
Baird  Wilson.  Baby — Jane  Ellen  Rapley. 
Olivia  Anne  Adams,  Mary  Cahill  Miller, 


World  Trade 
Work  Shop 

Tuesday  evening,  May  12,  the 
Woman’s  Society  and  Service  Guild 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Russellville  conducted  a  work  shop 
on  the  subject,  “What  Does  Free 
Trade  Mean  to  Our  Community?” 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  some 
of  the  following  questions  were  an¬ 
swered:  How  many  imported  items 
do  the  industries  of  our  community 
use  in  the  course  of  production? 
What  in  the  way  of  imported  goods, 
chemicals  etc,  are  used  on  the  farms 
of  this  vicinity?  What  local  products 
find  their  way  into  foreign  markets? 
What  would  be  the  results  of  Free 
World  Trade? 

Mrs.  Gerald  Edgar’s  Circle  of 
younger  women  prepared  and  ex¬ 
hibit  of  imported  articles  found  in 
the  home,  and  Mrs.  Grady  Rye  made 
a  “Profile”  of  the  community  in¬ 
dustries.  She  told  of  the  imports 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  In- 
etrnational  Shoe  Co.  products  and 
of  their  distribution  to  foreign  mar¬ 
kets. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Hughes  planned  the 
dinner  which  featured  imported 
foods. 

A  panel  consisting  of  Mrs.  George 
Myer,  Miss  Maude  Moore,  Mrs.  W. 
P.  Cooley  and  Mrs.  Richard  F.  Sorel 
presented  the  subject. 

Findings:  That  the  United  States, 
with  seven  percent  of  the 
world’s  population  and  nearly 
half  of  its  wealth,  must  work 
to  lower  trade  barriers  and 
establish  a  better  economy 
among  the  under-privileged 
foreign  nations  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  communist  domination. 

The  Workshop  was  planned  joint¬ 
ly  by  the  local  secretaries  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Claud 
Gardner  of  the  Service  Guild  and 
Mrs.  M.  H.  White  for  the  Woman’s 
Society. 


Elected  For 
Third  Year 

Mrs.  Paul 
Melton  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  presi- 
dent  of  the 
Hughla  Martin 
Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild  Cen¬ 
tral  Avenue, 
Batesville  for  the  third  consecutive 
year.  Other  officers  are  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Hill,  vice-president,  Mrs.  Arch  Has¬ 
kins,  secretary;  Mrs.  Russell  Mc¬ 
Millan,  treasurer;  Mrs.  O.  W.  Lynch, 
promotion  secretary;  Mrs.  James 
Chandler,  co-ordinator. 


Gay  Leigh  Campbell. 

Malvern:  Adult — Mrs.  Connie  Goodman 
(WSG). 

Oaklawn:  Adult — Mrs.  Fred  Mills,  Mrs.  E. 
O.  Nease. 

Pullman  Heights:  Adult — Mrs.  Peggy  Mac- 
kail,  Mrs.  Helen  Jackson,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Sears  (WSG). 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 
Bradley:  Adult — Mrs.  F.  'P7_Adams 
Bearden:  Adult — Mrs.  W.  A.  Word,  Mrs. 
H.  B.  Gatling,  Mrs.  Eugenia  Wilson, 
Mrs.  Joe  McDonald,  Sr. 

Camden  First  Church:  Adult — Carolyn 
Lester.  Youth — Elise  Anne  Smith,  Dina 
Upton,  Nancy  Waters,  Barbara  Milloway, 
Jack  Wm.  Berry,  Suzan  Davidson,  Linda 
Spain,  John  Wheeler. 

(Continued  next  week) 
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Friday  night,  June  12,  1959  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  sponsored  a  pounding 
party  to  welcome  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay  and  his  family  to  their  ministry 
in  the  church.  Mrs.  Lillian  Carlin  and  Miss  Margaret  McGowan  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  served  as  receptionists  and  pinned  name  tags  on 
each  of  the  94  guests.  Mrs.  T.  E.  Spain  introduced  Rev.  Mr.  Koelemay,  Mrs. 
Koelemay  and  their  four  children,  Kay,  Douglass,  Maurine  and  Maurice. 
The  W.S.C.S.  served  punch,  coffee  and  cookie  refreshments. 

Against  a  panaroma  farm  scene  painted  by  the  Junior  MYF'ers  the 
Senior  MYF  group  led  an  old  fashion  song  fest.  Besides  the  old  favorites 
a  number  of  round  robin  songs  were  sung  accompanied  by  Patsy  Carlin 
at  the  piano.  The  boys  shown  from  l.tor.  Jim  Dalrymple,  Herb  Jennings, 
Drayton  Freeman,  Jim  Dotseth.  The  girls  from  I.  to  r.  Lacretia  Cathy,  Patsy 
Carlin,  Dianne  Miles,  Dianne  Mauthe,  and  Viola  Mauthe. 


Suggestions  for  Memorial  Makers 


9  GENERAL  BOARDS 
INVITED  TO  MOVE 
TO  KANSAS  CITY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
let  located  in  Chicago. 

A  spokesman  for  the  conference 
said  that  the  action  was  also  inspir¬ 
ed  by  the  launching  of  the  new  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Kansas  City  and  the  hopes 
that  the  city  “will  increasingly  be¬ 
come  a  great  Methodist  center  in 
the  years  ahead.” 

National  College,  a  four-year  lib¬ 
eral  arts  school  sponsored  by  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service,  has  been  making  extensive 
improvements  in  its  educational 
program  and  campus  facilities  at 
Truman  road  and  Van  Brunt  boule¬ 
vard.  One  of  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House’s  regional  houses  and 
Cokesbury  book  stores  is  located 
at  1021  McGee  street,  Kansas  City. 

The  conference’s  action  came  a 
few  days  after  the  20th  anniversary 
of  Methodist  Unification,  which 
was  consummated  in  Kansas  City 
May  10,  1939,  with  the  uniting  of 
three  major  Methodist  bodies— the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Protestant  Church. 

In  making  overtures  to  the  Chi¬ 
cago  boards  to  locate  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  Methodists  are  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  church’s  Coor¬ 
dinating  Council  has  already  ap¬ 
proved  in  principle  the  merger  of 
the  three  general  social  action 
boards — the  Board  of  World  Peace 
and  the  Board  of  Social  and  Eteo- 
nomic  Relations,  both  located  in 
Chicago,  and  the  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  merger  is  still  in  the  forma¬ 
tive  stages,  with  a  committee  from 
the  three  units  cooperating  with  the 
Coordinating  Council  in  working 
out  a  plan  of  merger  to  be  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  1960  General  Conference, 
which  opens  in  Denver,  Colo.,  April 
27.  No  decision  has  been  made 
about  the  headquarters  of  the  new 
united  board,  although  extensive 
property  holdings  of  the  Board  of 
Temperance  in  Washington  have 
strengthened  speculation  that  the 
new  unit,  if  established,  might  be 
located  there-. 

No  final  decision  could  be  made 
on  the  Kansas  City  invitation  be¬ 
fore  the  1960  General  Conference. 


METHODIST  CHURCH’S 
RECEIPTS  SHOW 
INCREASE  OF  5% 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

All  other  funds  showed  gains  for 
the  year  with  the  exception  of 
World  Service  Specials  and  the 
Week  of  Dedication.  The  most 
spectacular  gains  were  registered 
by  the  Methodist  Television  Minis¬ 
try  Fund,  which  was  up  25.64  per 
cent  over  last  year,  and  General 
Advance  Specials,  which  showed 
an  increase  of  more  than  a  million 
dollars  over  last  year. 

Benevolence  giving  with  totals 
for  the  1958-59  fiscal  year  and  per¬ 
centage  gain  or  loss  when  compar¬ 
ed  to  the  1957-58  fiscal  year  follow: 

World  Service,  $11,908,884.21, 
0.27%  off;  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials,  $7,342,802.88,  16.86%  gain. 


What  is  a  memorial? 

It  is  a  word  in  Methodist  circles 
which  takes  a  rest  for  the  greater 
part  of  four  years,  then  suddenly 
comes  to  life. 

Actually,  a  memorial  is  a  petition 
to  the  quadrennial  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  legislative  action.  It  is  the 
Methodist  way  of  getting  a  bill  into 
the  hopper  of  this  great  law  and 
policy-making  body. 

Any  Methodist  member,  group  of 
Methodists  or  an  annual  conference 
has  the  privilege  of  bringing  any 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Properly  prepared  and  submitted, 
these  memorials,  often  totalling  as 
many  as  several  thousand,  are  care¬ 
fully  studied,  then  allocated  each 
to  the  proper  committee.  Those 
bearing  on  the  same  subject  are 
brought  together,  analyzed  and,  in 
due  time,  reported  to  the  floor  of  the 
Conference. 

Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Secretary  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  provides  here  the  rules 
governing  submission  of  a  memorial. 
RULES  GOVERNING  MEMORIALS 

TO  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

(1)  ONE  subject  to  a  Memorial. 
Send  as  many  Memorials  as  you 
have  subjects. 

(2)  EACH  MEMORIAL  must  be  on 
a  separate  sheet,  or  sheets,  of 
paper. 

(3)  EACH  MEMORIAL  is  to  be  in 
TRIPLICATE.  THIS  IS  MOST 
IMPORTANT. 

(4)  No  Memorial  will  be  considered 
from  other  than  Methodist 
sources.  ALL  MEMORIALS 


MUST  BE  SIGNED. 

(a)  A  Memorial  presented  by  an 
individual  member  of  The 
Methodist  Church  should  give 
his  name  and  the  name  of  the 
Church  where  membership  is 
held. 

(b)  A  Memorial  by  an  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church 
should  have  the  name  of  the 
Organization,  THE  NAME  OF 
THE  CHURCH,  the  official,  or 
officials  who  sign  it,  with  the 
title  of  each. 

(c)  A  Memorial  by  a  Minister  of 
The  Methodist  Church  should 
give  the  name  of  the  Annual 
Conference  where  h  i  s  mem¬ 
bership  is  held,  his  relation¬ 
ship  to  it,  designating  his  ap¬ 
pointment. 

(d) A  Memorial  by  a  Local 
Preacher  of  The  Methodist 
Church  should  give  his  classi¬ 
fication  and  where  his  Church 
Membership  is  held. 

(5)  The  Form  of  a  Memorial? 

To  The  General  Conference  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  to  be  con¬ 
vened  April  2,  1960,  in  Denver,  Col¬ 
orado: — 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — 

I  (or  we)  respectfully  memorial¬ 
ize  the  General  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  now  in  session  to 
(here  follows  your  Memorial) 

(6)  Send  your  Memorial  or  Memo¬ 
rials,  to  Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  The  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  Room  301,  1701  Arch 

Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pennsylvania, 
as  soon  as  you  have  it  (or  them) 
ready. 


Art  Collection 
Is  Presented 
To  Centenary 

A  collection  of  fine  old  prints  and 
a  number  of  books  on  art  have  been 
presented  to  the  Centenary  College 
department  of  art  by  Mrs.  Lee  G. 
Truman,  Jr.,  of  Shreveport. 

Willard  Cooper,  head  of  the  art 
department,  said  the  prints  and 
books  were  collected  by  Mrs.  Tru¬ 
man’s  grandparents,  Col.  and  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Bates,  who  were  stationed  in 
Coblenz,  Germany,  following  World 
War  I. 

The  set  of  nine  volumes  contains 
color  prints  of  the  works  of  old 
masters,  including  Holbein,  Durer, 
Feuerbach,  Murillo,  Valesquez,  Bot¬ 
ticelli  and  Rubens.  Cooper  said  they 
will  be  of  particular  value  to  art 
students  because  the  reproductions 
are  typical  of  the  fine,  accurate 
work  characteristic  of  German  pub¬ 
lications. 

The  collection  of  prints  includes 
a  folder  of  original  etchings  signed 
by  CarlDaumerlang,  showing  Nuern¬ 
berg  by  moonlight,  a  view  of  the 
Heilig  Geist  Hospital  now  in  ruins 
on  the  Pegnitz  and  many  other 
subjects. 

Cooper  expressed  the  thanks  of 
the  art  department  and  the  college 
to  Mrs.  Truman  for  the  gift.  He  said 
the  prints  will  be  added  to  the  per¬ 
manent  collection  of  the  department 
and  will  be  displayed  in  the  college 
library  until  such  time  as  the  de¬ 
partment  boasts  a  permanent  art 
gallery. 

Over  70  Aspirants 
Audition  for 
Centenary  Choir 

More  than  70  aspirants  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  have  been  auditioned  in  re¬ 
cent  weeks  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Voran,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  famed  49-voice  singing 
troupe. 

Dr.  Voran  said  12  openings  exist 
in  the  choir  roster  for  the  1959-60 
academic  year.  These  vacancies  in¬ 
clude  five  in  the  soprano  section, 
four  in  the  alto  section  and  two  each 
in  the  tenor  and  bass  sections.  Nor¬ 
mally,  he  said,  there  are  more  va¬ 
cancies  in  a  given  year,  but  only 
five  members  of  the  1958-59  choir 
were  graduated  this  year.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  vacancies  exist 
through  transfers  to  other  schools, 
conflict  of  other  activities  or  failure 
to  continue  higher  education. 

Those  auditioned  represent  many 
communities  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  Dr.  Voran  said,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  number  of  cities  in  other 
states.  Final  selection  of  the  new 
members  will  be  announced  within 
the  next  few  weeks. 

The  new  members  will  receive 
their  indoctrination  at  the  annual 
summer  training  camp,  to  be  held 
at  Hodges  Gardens,  near  Many, 
Sept.  1  through  12.  Purpose  of  the 
annual  camp  is  to  weld  the  singers, 
both  musically  and  psychologically, 
into  a  well-integrated  singing  unit 
in  advance  of  the  concert  season. 
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Louisiana’s 


New  Look  In  Senior  Camping 

By  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 
Farmerville.  Louisiana 


“All  my  life  I  have  been  selfish;  now  I  come  out  here  and  people  want 
to  do  things  for  me”  .  .  .  thus  the  remark  by  one  of  the  youth  at  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  small  group  senior  camp  last  summer. 

The  small  group  senior  camp,  or  the  rustic  camp  as  it  is  called  by 
some,  is  Louisiana’s  new  look  in  senior  camping.  It  is  based  upon  the 
belief  that  the  real  purpose  of  any  church  experience  is  the  Christian 
growth  of  the  person  involved. 

To  understand  how  the  small  group  senior  camp  differs  from  the  more 


Rev.  W.  M.  Allen,  at  right,  pastor  of  the  Gordon  Ave.  Methodist  Church 
presents  newest  membership  award  to  Phyllis  Johnston,  10,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Johnston,  and  to  charter  members  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Reeves  at  roll  call  registration  held  at  the  church  recently.  (Photo  by  John 
Fogleman) 


traditional  institute,  let  us  compare 
one  with  the  other.  The  institute 
experience  is  built  around  a  certain 
curriculum  of  material.  Courses 
are  taught  concerning  the  Bible  or 
prayer  or  church  history  or  mis¬ 
sions  or  boy  and  girl  relations  or 
whatever  subjects  the  judgment  of 
the  director  should  dictate.  The 
classes  may  be  any  size,  depending 
upon  the  interest  of  the  campers. 
There  is  no  effort  to  come  to  un¬ 
derstand  oneself  or  one’s  fellow 
campers,  purpose  of  the  classes  is 
to  instill  knowledge  of  the  courses 
in  young  minds. 

Small  group  camping  has  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  emphasis.  Rather 
than  stressing  content,  the  small 
group  camp  stresses  living  experi¬ 
ences.  It  seeks  to  confront  every 
camper  with  the  reality  of  God.  It 
strives  to  bring  each  camper  into 
a  better  understanding  of  himself 
and  a  deeper  appreciation  for  oth¬ 
ers.  This  appreciation  for  others 
applies  not  only  to  humans  but  to 
plants  and  animals  as  well.  Its 
purpose  is  to  guide  every  camper 
to  a  firmer  commitment  to  God 
and  to  a  better  stewardship  of  His 
possessions. 

This  purpose  is  accomplished  by 
liping  experiences  within  groups 
of  ten  or  twelve  members.  Camp¬ 
ers  live  together  in  small  groups. 
Cooking  is  out-of-doors;  sleeping  is 
on  cots  in  tents  or  under  the  starry 
sky. 

Camp  schedule  is  built  around 
the  interest  of  the  campers.  There 
is  no  previously  planned  program; 
contributions  of  experienced  coun¬ 
selors  and  specially  selected  re¬ 
source  persons  add  structure  to  the 
natural  interests  of  the  campers. 
The  camp  activity  is  that  which 
seems  meaningful  to  the  group  at 
the  moment. 

With  an  outdoor  setting,  it  is  un¬ 
derstandable  that  camp  activities 
should  be  moulded  around  God’s 
world  of  nature.  Campers  come 
to  a  better  understanding  of  God’s 
moral  laws  as  they  study  His  works 
in  nature.  A  closeness  to  God  is 
gained  as  one  recognizes  the  unity 
of  all  life.  A  new  appreciation  of 
God’s  love  for  man  results  out  of  a 
deeper  knowledge  of  God’s  love  for 
His  total  universe.  The  interre¬ 
latedness  of  nature  serves  as  a  con¬ 
tinuing  example  of  God’s  ability 
and  willingness  to  sustain  His  crea¬ 
tion. 

One  camper  last  summer  came 
to  a  better  appreciation  of  “prob¬ 
lem  people”  when  it  was  pointed 
out  that  even  poison  ivy  has  its 
place  as  the  berries  serve  to  feed 
about  forty  species  of  birds.  An¬ 
other  camper,  after  observing  the 
rich  soil  immediately  under  a  thick 
layer  of  oak  leaves,  commented 
that  God  expects  all  life  to  make  a 
contribution  to  its  environment.  A 
lesson  in  the  importance  of  “proper 
soul  care”  was  learned  as  a  group 
observed  a  giant  beech  whose  life 


was  being  endangered  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  shading  grapevine. 

Fun  as  well  as  lessons  in  toler¬ 
ance  was  had  during  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  daily  meals.  Though  in 
general  the  food  was  excellent  .  .  . 
barbecued  chicken,  broiled  steak, 
beef  stew,  ground  meat  patties 
comprising  part  of  the  menu  .  .  . 
occasionally  someone  would  bum 
the  toast  or  commit  some  other  slip 
of  the  culinary  wrist.  Acceptance 
of  both  the  camper  and  his  some¬ 
what  imperfect  cooking  within  the 
Christian  fellowship  served  a  re¬ 
demptive  rather  than  a  reproach¬ 
ful  purpose. 

The  evening  campfire  was  to 
many  the  high  point  of  the  day’s 
activities.  There  matters  of  vital 
concern  to  all  present  were  dis¬ 
cussed,  doubts  and  fears  were 
shared  without  fear  of  rebuke, 
hopes  and  ambitions  aired  without 
thought  of  ridicule.  For  this  was 
a  Christian  fellowship  and  such  a 
group  calls  forth  from  one  his  God- 
created  personality  and  individual¬ 
ity. 

What  this  camping  experience 
meant  in  the  lives  of  those  present, 
only  God  knows.  For  some,  at 
least  to  the  one  who  came  to  see 
his  own  selfishness,  it  meant  a 
new-found  understanding  of  him¬ 
self.  For  others  it  meant  an  in¬ 
creased  confidence  in  living  as 
camping  skills  were  practiced  suc¬ 
cessfully.  Still  others  left  camp 
with  a  better,  perhaps  even  a  new, 
relationship  with  God.  Practically 
everyone  gained  a  greater  appre¬ 
ciation  for  his  fellow  camper. 

This  much  is  certain  .  .  .campers 
enjoyed  the  experience  and  found 
meaning  in  it  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  requested  a  longer  camp¬ 
ing  period  this  summer.  Therefore 
July  22-31  has  been  set  aside  on 
the  calendar  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  camp  activities  for  the  senior 
small  group  camp.  The  location  is 
Camp  Istrouma,  near  Baton  Rouge. 
Young  people  at  least  15  years  of 
age,  having  completed  their  sopho¬ 
more  year  in  high  school,  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  participate. 

Anyone  desiring  further  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  camp  should 
write 

Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 

Box  591 

Farmerville,  Louisiana 

The  following  excerpt  from 
Thoreau’s  Walden  perhaps  gives 
us  an  insight  into  the  fascination 
of  small  group  camping: 

“We  need  the  tonic  of  wildness 
.  .  .  to  wade  sometimes  in  marshes 
where  the  bittern  and  the  meadow- 
hen  lurk,  and  hear  the  booming  of 
the  snipe,  to  smell  the  whispering 
sedge  where  only  some  wilder  and 
more  solitary  fowl  builds  her  nest, 
and  the  mink  crawls  on  its  belly 
close  to  the  ground  .  .  .  We  can 
never  have  enough  of  nature.” 


Homecoming  and 
Roll  Call  at 
Gordon  Ave,  Church 

By  Pearl  K.  Morgan 

Homecoming  and  Roll  Call  of  all 
present  and  former  members  of  the 
Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  was  held  recently,  with  a 
full  house  on  hand.  God  was  truly 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation 
on  this  day.  It  was  an  inspiration 
to  watch  old  friends  meet  again 
from  far  and  near.  Dinner  was 
served  at  the  close  of  the  worship 
service.  During  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service,  our  annual  Pledge 
Service  was  held  with  splendid  re¬ 
sponse. 

As  we  look  back  approximately 
32  years  ago  we  see  ...  A  group  of 
people  under  Presbyterian  leader¬ 
ship  who  decided  to  form  a  Mis¬ 
sion  Church.  Sunday  School  was 
held  each  Sunday  afternoon  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  church  services  for  about 
a  year.  However,  they  did  not 
have  sufficient  funds  with  which  to 
carry  on  with  the  church,  so  they 
decided  to  close  the  church.  Since 
a  church  was  needed  so  badly  in 
this  community,  rather  than  see  it 
close,  the  First  Methodist  Church 
.of  Monroe,  Louisiana,  decided  to 
take  it  over.  They  bought  the 
property  and  got  a  group  of  seven 
people  together  to  form  the  pres¬ 
ent  church  known  as  the  Gordon 
Avenue  Methodist  Church  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1928.  Rev.  J.  M.  Norris  and 
Rev.  H.  F.  Camp  served  as  minis¬ 
ters  during  the  early  months  of 
organization.  Additional  members 
were  added  and  in  a  few  years  our 
church  paid  the  First  Methodist 
Church  $5,000  for  the  property. 

Value  of  property  is  now  around 
85,000  dollars. 

Much  progress  has  been  made 
over  this  period  of  time.  We  start¬ 
ed  out  with  seven  members  and 
now  have  a  membership  of  approxi¬ 
mately  300.  This  has  been  made 
possible  through  a  lot  of  hard  work 
and  prayer  on  the  part  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  Ministers  duly  appointed  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  during 
the  past  31  years  to  serve  as  pas¬ 
tors  of  this  Church:  Rev.  C.  E.  Mc¬ 


Lean,  Rev.  H.  M.  Jordan,  Rev.  R. 
M.  Bentley,  Rev.  Sam  Holladay, 
Jr.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Alford,  Rev.  W.  A. 
Cross,  Rev.  W.  C.  Mason,  Rev.  W. 
H.  Carroll,  Rev.  M.  D.  Felder,  Rev. 
T.  A.  Brown,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen 
(present  pastor). 

All  the  members  of  Gordon  Ave¬ 
nue  should  be  proud  to  be  a  part  of 
this  Church.  We  now  have  a  lovely 
sanctuary,  a  two-story  educational 
building;  and  a  beautiful  new  brick 
parsonage. 

Installation  service  was  held  last 
Sunday  evening.  Nearly  all  officers 
duly  elected  to  serve  in  the  work 
of  the  Church  during  the  ensuing 
year  1959-1960  were  present.  This 
was  a  most  inspirational  service. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  won¬ 
derful  year,  having  had  our  pastor, 
Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  reassigned  to  this 
church  for  another  year.  A  great 
work  is  in  store  for  this  church  in 
this  community,  and  we  ask  the 
prayers  of  all  of  our  fellow  Meth¬ 
odists  that  we  may  prove  a  shining 
light  for  our  Lord. 

Shreveport  Man 
Participates  in 
Meth.  C.  S.  Project 

New  York  (BM)  —  John  Paul 
Gunn,  303  Atkins  Avenue,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana,  is  among  14  per¬ 
sons  who  will  participate  in  a 
Methodist  community  service  proj¬ 
ect  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  from  June 
17  to  July  29. 

Mr.  Gunn  was  a  student  last  year 
at  Louisiana  State  University  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  project  will  take  place  in  the 
heart  of  the  downtown  area,  where 
the  Methodist  Church  has  launched 
a  program  which  seeks  to  help 
more  adequately  the  religious  needs 
of  a  complex  urban  area.  The  stu¬ 
dents  will  work  out  from  the  La¬ 
fayette  Methodist  Church  and  will 
assist  in  such  activities  as  day 
camps,  home  visitation  and  youth 
programs.  They  will  also  repair, 
clean  and  paint  the  church  build¬ 
ing. 
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Methodism  Is  Busy  At 


By  James  L.  Riedy 


YOU  can  easily  pass  by  the 
Temple  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
without  being  aware  that 
you  are  passing  a  church. 
And  no  wonder.  Its  facade  certain¬ 
ly  gives  no  strong  suggestion  of  the 
building’s  function.  Rather,  it  must 
appear  to  the  normally  observant 
passerby  as  just  another  edifice 
along  commercial  Gante  Street  in 
downtown  Mexico  City. 

But  it  is  a  church;  and  one  of  the 
more  sedulous,  effective  and  his¬ 
torically  fascinating  in  the  entire 
Methodist  family. 

Its  location  is  in  the  heart  of  the 
city’s  business  and  shopping  district 
and  but  a  couple  minute’s  walk 
from  Sanborn’s  famous  House  of 
Tiles.  The  latter,  a  combination 
gift  shop  and  restaurant,  probably 
attracts  just  about  all  but  the  most 
anomalous  of  U.  S.  tourists  who 
visit  the  Latin  American  metropo¬ 
lis.  So,  chances  are,  should  you 
ever  be  there  yourself,  you  too  will 
get  to  Sanborns. 

From  it,  if  you  walk  one  block 
east  on  Madera  and  turn  right  on 
Gante,  you’ll  find  the  church  at 
Number  Five. 

On  this  site  over  five  centuries 
ago  the  illustrious  and  unfortunate 
king  of  the  Aztecs,  Montezuma,  had 
his  zoological  gardens.  Then,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  arrival  of  the  conquer¬ 
ing  hordes  from  Spain,  the  land 
was  given  to  the  Franciscan  monks 
upon  which  to  build  their  monas¬ 
tery.  This  they  did,  completing  it 
in  1525. 

For  over  300  years  following  this 
date  the  monastery  served  as  a 
center  for  the  evangelization  of  the 
entire  continent.  Its  missionaries 
journeyed  to  the  Carribean,  Cen¬ 
tral  Americas,  and  to  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

But  not  only  was  the  monastery 
significant  for  its  religious  activity. 
During  its  early  years  Pedro  de 
Gantes  founded  as  a  part  of  it  the 
first  school  on  the  continent.  And 
also  during  this  period  when  po¬ 
litical  agitation  intermittently 
arose,  the  convent  served  as  a  ref¬ 
uge  for  politicos  and  others. 

As  the  Franciscans  grew  in 
wealth,  they  developed  a  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  their  quarters.  Some¬ 
thing  more  impressive  was  expect¬ 
ed.  So,  in  1645  their  convent  was 
replaced  by  a  new  one.  It  was  the 
c  1  o  i  s  t  e  r-surrounded  courtyard  of 
this  which  is  the  sanctuary  of  the 
present  Gante  Street  church. 

Something  happened  in  the  mid¬ 
nineteenth  century  that  brought 
an  end  to  the  monastery.  In  1865 
the  Mexican  government  discover¬ 
ed  that  conspirators  were  using  the 
monk’s  quarters  as  a  meeting  place 
and  further  that  one  of  the  friars 
was  associated  with  them.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  the  expulsion  of  the  monks 
and  the  seizure  of  their  property. 

After  a  few  years  the  govern¬ 
ment  decided  to  get  rid  of  its  hold¬ 
ing.  The  former  Franciscan  do¬ 
main  was  thus  divided  into  lots 
which  were  sold  by  auction. 

The  courtyard  came  under  the 
ownership  of  a  Catholic  family  and 
in  time  was  rented  to  the  Chiarini 
circus.  Hence,  the  very  place 
which  today  reverberates  each  week 
with  the  sacred  sounds  of  hundreds 
of  Mexicans  singing  hymns  of 
praise  and  supplication  to  God 


once  was  filled  with  laughter  and 
the  noises  of  frenzied  excitement 
as  throngs  of  spectators  were  en¬ 
tertained  by  a  company  of  circus 
performers.  Once  an  area  filled 
with  the  spirit  of  Dianysus — today 
a  sanctuary  permeated  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Almighty. 

It  was  in  1872  that  Bishop  Simp¬ 
son  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  sent  William  Butler,  noted 
founder  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
missions  in  India,  to  Mexico.  But¬ 
ler’s  assignment:  to  organize  a  work 
on  behalf  of  his  denomination. 

He  arrived  in  the  Mexican  capi¬ 
tal,  Feb.  23,  1873.  Shortly  there¬ 
after  he  gave  thought  to  his  first 
task — that  of  obtaining  some  land 
and  buildings. 

Somehow,  he  heard  about  the 
Gante  Street  building,  which  at  the 
time  was  being  used  only  occasion¬ 
ally  as  a  theater.  His  interest  led 
him  to  inspect  the  property,  and  in 


Mr.  Riedy,  a  former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  Methodist  Story  recently 
visited  Mexico  and  saw  the 
church  at  work  at  "Gante  5." 


so  doing  he  concluded  it  would  be 
ideal  for  use  as  a  church  and  mis¬ 
sionary  headquarters.  The  problem 
now  was:  how  to  obtain  it. 

By  chance  the  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  one  day  met  a  Catholic  gentle¬ 
man  who  took  an  almost  immediate 
liking  to  him.  He  learned  of  But¬ 
ler’s  difficulty  of  being  unable  to 
purchase  the  Gante  Street  building 


"Gante  5” 


and  expressed  a  desire  to  see  what 
he  could  do  about  the  matter. 

“Have  $500  ready  for  me  tomor¬ 
row,”  requested  Butler’s  acquaint¬ 
ance. 

In  commenting  on  what  followed, 
Butler  recorded:  “He  came  the 
next  day,  took  the  money,  paid  the 
installment,  and  obtained  his  re¬ 
ceipt.  The  property  was  his  and 
all  secure.  As  soon  as  the  papers 
in  the  case  were  ready  he  took  me 
to  the  government  office  and  made 
out  a  deed  to  me  as  agent  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  our  Church, 
and  the  circus  of  Chiarini  was 
ours.” 

Within  a  few  months  the  Gante 
Street  property,  which  had  cost 
about  $8,000,  underwent  a  meta¬ 
morphosis.  What  had  been  a  thea¬ 
ter  became  a  church  which  includ¬ 
ed  vestries  and  classrooms.  Also  on 
the  100  x  180-foot  estate  was  found 
space  for  a  bookstore,  printing  es¬ 
tablishment,  two  parsonages,  a 
school  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  and  a  heme  for 
missionaries. 

It  was  two  years  later  that  the 
church,  with  its  27  members,  was 
formally  organized. 

Today  the  church  at  Gante  Five 
continues  to  be  the  main  center  for 
Methodism  in  Mexico.  This  fact  in 
itself,  though,  does  not  imply  that 
the  church  is  also  one  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  vitality  and  activity  —  one 
whose  program  could  be  the  envy 
of  many  a  stateside  Methodist. 

Look  at  the  facts.  First,  a  few 
statistics:  Membership — over  3,000; 


attendance  on  Sunday  mornings _ 

between  700  and  800  not  including 
the  younger  children;  Sunday 
school  attendance  —  between  300 
and  400.  Impressive  though  they 
are,  such  figures  tell  only  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  story. 

Gante  Five,  of  course,  is  not 
without  its  problems.  Some  of 
them  are  typical  of  those  which  be¬ 
set  many  of  our  own  inner-city 
churches.  The  matter  of  a  scattered 
membership  is  one  of  them. 

Another  problem  is  the  building 
itself.  Due  to  its  age  much  money 
must  go  toward  its  upkeep.  Already 
over  a  million  pesos  have  been 
spent  during  the  past  10  years  on 
repairing  and  remodelling  the  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Complicating  the  problem  is 
the  fact  that  due  to  the  historical 
value  of  the  building,  the  govern¬ 
ment  considers  it  a  national  shrine. 
Consequently,  the  architectural  de¬ 
tails  cannot  be  touched. 

To  the  building  fund  and  to  the 
work  of  the  church  in  general  the 
congregation  of  the  Temple  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  gives  generously. 
Women  who  earn  their  living  by 
washing  clothes  by  hand  contribute 
sacrificially  every  week  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church.  In  one  instance 
a  family  of  nine  with  an  income  of 
only  500  pesos  a  month  ($40)  give 
five  pesos  weekly  toward  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  church.  This  is  in 
addition  to  their  benevolence  giv¬ 
ing. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  many  il¬ 
lustrations  which  could  be  offered 
to  reveal  the  dedication  of  those 
who  belong  to  the  church  at  Gante 
Five — a  church  with  a  unique  past 
and  one  which  is  certain  to  have  a 
glorious  future  —  a  church  which 
has  been,  is,  and  will  certainly  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  a  vital  center  for  ad¬ 
vancing  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
Mexico. 


TOP  VALUE 


^OUACHITA 

MOUNTAINS 


IMOHOVHCfB 

waih-t-tawi 


Rest  and  relax!  Swim  in  our  beautiful  pool — Hot  Spring’s  only  outdoor 
temperature  controlled;  year  around  pool.  Social  Hostess.  Beautiful  scen¬ 
ery,  excellent  fishing,  all  types  of  boating — Lakes  Catherine,  Hamilton  and 
Ouachita  Golf  at  our  nearby  Country  Club  Famed  for  fine  food. 

Take  this  opportunity  to  pep  up  and  improve  your  health  with  the 
world-famous  thermal  baths  Find  relief  for  nervous  tension,  aching  mus¬ 
cles  and  stiff  joints  even  rheumatism  and  arthritis.  You  can  go  from 
your  room  in  robe  and  slippers  to  the  bathhouse  in  hotel.  Hot  Springs  is 
America's  only  health  resort  with  natural  thermal  waters  under  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  Dir  of  Nal'l  Pk  Service,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Interior. 

"'Majestic 


ROOMS  and  APARTMENTS 
from  $4.50  lo  $25  o  day 


LODGE  ON  LAKE  HAMILTON 
Fir  iiefuslvt  usi  •  t  Majestic  (uests 


Wmk 


■ 

\ 

Wmw 

•,  X#//, 

Write  Wire  or  Phone  W  L  Wolfe  Mgr 

MAJESTIC  HOTEL 
HOT  SPRINGS 

(  o  place  for  FUN) 


HEALTH  VACATION 

SPECIAL  l 

DAYS  3  MEALS 


You 

can 

budge! 


7 


3  MEALS 

(SIX  NIGHTS)  A  DAY 
Including  THERMAL  BATHS 


|59#  per  person,  two  in  4  room  (Single  $68*)  provides  mini¬ 
mum  rate  eir-eonditioned  double  room  et  $3  per  dey,  par 
person  You  can  budget  3  meals  for  $4.35  per  day  or  lest  end 
6  Thermal  Beths  for  $10.55.  *Stete  sales  tei  additional 

No  room  charge  for  children  under  14 


59 


ONAL  PA R W™™ 


Page  Fourteen 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Obituaries 


News  in  the 


MRS.  E.  E.  JOHNSON 


JOHNSON — The  First  Methodist 
Church  of  West  Monroe,  La.  feels 
a  deep  loss  in  the  passing  of  a  great 
Crusader  for  Christ  —  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Johnson,  age  77,  affectionately 
known  as  “Mam  Maw.”  Funeral 
services  were  held  on  the  third  of 
June  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
with  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  officiating 
and  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace  and  Rev. 
Hugh  Bradshaw  assisting.  Inter¬ 
ment  followed  at  Hasley  Cemetery. 

“Mam  Maw”  was  One  of  the  most 
active  and  influential  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  First  Methodist  Church. 
For  many  years  she  taught  the 
Church’s  Fellowship  Class  which 
has  a  membership  in  excess  of  one 
hundred.  She  was  a  leader  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice.  To  honor  this  Christian  lead¬ 
er  the  women  a  few  years  ago  or¬ 
ganized  the  Mabel  Johnson  Circle. 

Surviving  “Mam  Maw”  Johnson 
are  her.  husband,  three  daughters, 
three  sons,  thirteen  grandchildren, 
and  three  great  grandchildren. 

“Mam  Maw’s”  spiritual  presence 
will  live  on  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
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World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

“The  citizen,  the  planner,  and  the 
executor  of  redevelopment  programs 
need  the  participation  of  the  church 
in  order  to  realize  the  potential  hu¬ 
man  gains  in  the  redevelopment  of 
our  cities,”  says  Dr.  Meryl  Ruoss, 
interdenominational  missionary  ex¬ 
ecutive  in  New  York  City.  “T  h  e 
church  needs  to  participate  in  the 
new  city.  Some  of  the  steps:  (1)  in¬ 
tensive  analysis  of  projected  rede¬ 
velopment  programs  in  every  me¬ 
tropolitan  region  of  the  nation;  (2) 
development  of  trained,  able  plan¬ 
ning  leadership  for  the  church  to 


of  those  who  were  fortunate  to 
know  her.  Just  as  the  life  of  Jesus 
and  his  followers  have  been  reflect¬ 
ed  in  persons  for  years,  so  did  the 
light  of  her  great  Christian  spirit 
always  shine  before  all  mankind. 
Surely  her  life  will  be  reflected  in 
the  spiritual  life  of  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

The  entire  congregation  acknowl¬ 
edges  with  gratitude  to  God  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  having  this  wonderful 
Christian  in  our  midst  and  for  the 
precious  memories  of  “Mam  Maw.” 

Written  by  Raymond  D.  Potter 


LINDSEY— Mrs.  Hollis  Womack 
Lindsey  Sr.,  of  Greensburg,  La., 
passed  away  at  her  home  Sunday 
morning,  April  26,  1959.  She  was 
81. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Greensburg  Methodist  Church  with 
the  Rev.  Charles  Knight  officiating 
and  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Pat  Lane. 
Interment  was  in  the  Greensburg 
cemetery. 

Mrs.  Lindsey  is  survived  by  four 
sons,  Thomas  C.  of  Greensburg, 
Jim  K.  of  Jackson,  H.  W.  Jr.  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  Jules  R.  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky;  four  daughters, 
Mrs.  N.  J.  Stafford  of  Franklinton, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Rhodes  of  Zachary,  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Dyson  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
Mrs.  John  Laird  of  Baker;  nine 
grandchildren  and  six  great  grand¬ 
children. 
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World's  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 

1908  Grand  Avenue  Nashville,  Tenn. 


participate  with  the  city  planners; 
(3)  partnership  participation  in  ac¬ 
tual  programs  of  building  and  re¬ 
building  the  city;  (4)  development 
of  a  theological  understanding  of 
the  renewal  and  redevelopment 
processes.  In  actuality,  the  church, 
by  default,  has  decided  not  to  take 
part  in  urban  redevelopment  pro¬ 
grams  in  dozens  of  cities,  in  church¬ 
less  Saharas  for  the  next  half  cen¬ 
tury.” 


The  Rev.  Victor  E.  W.  Hayward, 
general  foreign  secretary  of  the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  has  been  appointed  a 


secretary  of  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council,  succeeding  the  Rev. 
E.  W.  Nielsen  of  Denmark.  Mr. 
Nielsen  is  now  general  secretary  of 
the  Danish  Missionary  Society  and 
secretary  of  the  Danish  Missionary 
Council. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

“Internationally  known 
specialists’’ 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet 
every  need.  Quality  workmanship  guar¬ 
anteed.  Write  for  illustrated  price 
folder. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

106  No.  Stone  Ave.  Greenwood,  Miss. 


What  does  this  picture 
tell  you  about  this 

9 


She  has  time  to  share  with  her  children 

.  .  .  partly  because  she  puts  low-cost  elec¬ 
tricity  to  work  in  dozens  of  ways  in  her 
home.  How  about  you ? 

She’s  a  wonderful  hostess  ,  .  .  with  her 
friends  as  well  as  her  children’s.  She  has 
many  dependable  electric  “servants”  to  help 
keep  her  home  attractive  and  make  enter¬ 
taining  easy.  Do  you? 

She  gets  a  lot  out  of  life  .  .  .  and  on  a 

modest  budget.  Her  electric  service  does  so 
much  to  make  life  more  enjoyable,  yet  at  a 
bargain  price.  Nothing  else  in  your  budget 
makes  your  money  go  so  far. 


ARKANSAS 


COMPANY 


HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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CALENDAR 


For  the  Conference  Year 

1959-1960 

Little  Rock  Conference 
The  Methodist  Church 

June 


8-12  Arkadelphia  Intermediate  Camp,  Tanako 

19-21  Jurisdictional  Guild  Week-end,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
22-25  Keener  Sub-District  Junior  Camp,  Camp  Keener 
22-27  Jurisdictional  WSCS  School  of  Missions,  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah 

22-27  Childrens’  Workers  Laboratory  School,  Tanako 
25-27  Monticelto  District  Senior  Retreat,  Camp  Keener 
29-July  2  Delta  Sub-District  Junior  Camp,  Camp  Keener 
29-July  3  Senior  Camp  I,  Tanako 


July 


6-  9  Monticelto,  Warren,  Fordyce  Junior  Camp,  Camp 
Keener 

6-10  Senior  Camp  II,  Tanako 

9-11  Monticello  District  Preachers’  Retreat,  Keener 

10- 12  Young  Adult  Conference,  Tanako 

11- 12  Conference  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Week-end, 

School  for  the  Blind 

13-17  Monticello  District  Intermediates,  Tanako 
13-17  WSCS  Conference  School  of  Missions,  School  for 
the  Blind 

13-24  Leadership  School,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
17-19  Older  Youth  Camp,  Tanako 

20- 24  Camden  District  Intermediate  Camp,  Tanako 

21- 24  National  Town  and  Country  Conference,  Wichita, 

Kansas 

27-31  Hope  District  Intermediate  Camp,  Tanako 


August 

3-  6  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  on  Evangel¬ 
ism,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

3-  7  Pine  Bluff  District  Intermediates,  Tanako 

7-14  MYF  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
11-14  Small  Church  Camp,  Tanako 
14-20  Ebenezer  Camp  Meeting 
14-23  Davidson  Camp  Meeting 
14-23  Ben  Few  Camp  Meeting 

18-21  South  Central  Jurisdiction  School  of  Missions,  Mt. 
Sequoyah 

21-23  South  Central  Jurisdiction  meeting  of  Chairmen  of 
Local  Church  Commissions  on  Missions,  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah 

21-30  Salem  Camp  Meeting 

24-Sept.  4  WSCS  and  Guild  Educational  Seminars 
31-Sept.  4  Arkansas  Pastors’  School,  Hendrix  College 
31-Sept.  4  Nat’l  Methodist  Conference  on  Human  Rela¬ 
tions,  S.M.U. 


September 

1  Meeting  of  Arkansas  Inter-Board  Council,  Hendrix 
College 

10  First  Quarter  Deadline  for  Getting  funds  to  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer 

11-12  Church  School  Administrators’  Conference,  Tanako 
20-24  District  Vocational  Clinics 

20  Monticello  at  Monticello — 7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 

21  Camden  at  El  Dorado — 9:30  to  12:00  a.m. 

22  Hope  at  Nashville— 9:30  to  12:00  a.m. 

23  Arkadelphia  at  Arkadelphia — 10:00  to  12:00  a.m. 

23  Pine  Bluff  at  First  Church— 7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 

24  Little  Rock  at  First  Church — 7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 

27  Church  School  Rally  Day 

27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education  Week 


October 


Five  men  were  admitted  into  full  connection  by  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  on  Tuesday, 
June  9.  They  are  pictured  above,  L  to  R,  Rev.  Arron  Floyd  Baring  who  was  appointed  pastor  at 
Wheatley;  Rev.  Frank  C.  Weatherford  who  was  appointed  pastor  at  Umsted  Memorial  Church  in 
Newport;  Rev.  Travis  Williams  who  was  appointed  to  the  Rosewood  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Memphis;  Rev.  Ed  G.  Matthews,  who  with  his  wife  and  son,  will  serve  as  a  Methodist  missionary 
in  the  Belgian  Congo,  Africa;  and  Rev.  Virgil  M.  Rainsey  who  was  assigned  to  Bay. 


At  the  recent  North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference,  12  men  were  admitted  on  trial.  As  pic¬ 
tured  above,  they  are,  I.  to  r.,  front  row:  Boyce  Arville  Bowden;  James  Thomas  Randle;  John 
Clib  Barton,  Jr.;  Page  Allison  Thomas;  John  Dobbs  Jump;  back  row,  I.  to  r.,  James  Vernon  Ander¬ 
son;  James  Edwin  Loudermilk;  Raymond  Hawkins;  Benny  Joe  Vancleve;  James  Leon  Wilson;  and 
Calvin  Dewey  Mitchell.  Douglas  Nathan  Bale  was  absent  when  the  picture  was  made. 


Month  of  Emphasis  in  Leadership  Training 
4  World  Wide  Communion  Sunday 

13- 15  75th  Anniversary  Celebration,  Hendrix  College — 

Willson  Lecture,  Dr.  Ralph  Sockman,  Lecturer 

14- 21  National  School  of  Alcoholic  Studies,  Aldersgate 

18  Layman’s  Day  ...  _  _. 

18-22  Peace  Lectures,  First  Church,  Magnolia — Dr.  Theo¬ 
dore  Adams,  Lecturer 

22  Meeting  of  Board  of  Missions,  Magnolia 

25  World  Temperance  Sunday 

25  World  Order  Sunday 

31  Reformation  Day 


November 


January 


April 


10-17 

18-21 

18 

19 

19 

20 
20 
21 
29 


January  to  Easter  Educational  Evangelism  Church 
Wide  Missions  Study  in  all  Churches 
Arkansas  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 
Stewardship  Emphasis  Meetings 
Little  Rock  at  First  Church— 7:00  p.m. 
Monticello  at  First  Church— 9:30  a.m. 

Camden  at  First  Church— 7:00  p.m. 

Arkadelphia  at  First  Church — 9:30  a.m. 

Nashville  at  First  Church— 7:00  p.m. 

Pine  Bluff  at  Lakeside— 2:00  p.m. 

WSCS  Administrative  Committee  Meeting 


Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 

4  Pine  Bluff 

5  Monticello 

6  Camden 
7-  8  Hope 

12  Little  Rock 

13  Arkadelphia 
10  Palm  Sunday 
17  Easter  Sunday 

17- 24  Camp  Tanako  Week 

18- 29  District  Meetings  of  the  WSCS 
24  Camp  Tanako  Offering 
27-May  11  General  Conference 


4-  5  Conference  WSCS  Executive  Meeting 

8-15  November  Special  for  Ministerial  Training 

22  Harvest  Festival 
District  Conferences 

17  Hope  at  Ashdown — 9:00  a.m. 

18  Little  Rock  at  Asbury— 9:00  a.m, 

19  Camden  at  Westaide,  Camden— 9:00  a.m. 

20  Monticello  at  Good  Hope— 9:30  a.m. 

23  Arkadelphia  at  Fountain  Lake— 9:00  a.m. 

24  Pine  Bluff  at  DeWitt — 9:30  a.m. 


December 


8  Commitment  Sunday  .  .  _ _ 

10  Second  Quarter  Deadline  for  getting  funds  to  Con- 
ference  Treasurer 
13  Universal  Bible  Sunday 

13-20  Children's  Home  Offering 

25  Christmas  Day 

27  Student  Recognition  Sunday 

31  Watch  Night  Service 


February 


May 


1-  4 


Minister’s  Week,  S.M.U.  ... 

WSCS  Jurisdiction  Meeting,  San  Antonio 


14  Race  Relations  Sunday  • 

16-19  Town  and  County  Church  Seminar,  U.  of  A. 
28-March  6  Week  of  Dedication 


March 

Every  Member  Canvass  Stewardship  Program 
Day  of  Dedication 
Week  I  of  Every  Member  Canvass 
Third  Quarter  Deadline  for  getting  funds  to  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer 

Vacation  Church  School  Coaching  Conference,  First 

Church  in  Little  Rock 

Retired  Ministers'  Day  .  , 

wscs  Annual  Meeting,  First  Church  in  Pine  Bluff 


1  Children’s  Day 

1  Loyalty  Sunday  EMC 

1-  8  National  Family  Week 
8  Mother’s  Day 

19  Camp  Tanako  Trustees’  Meeting 

22  Rural  Life  Sunday 
District  Check-up  Meetings 

16  Monticello 

17  Camden  at  First  Church 

18  Hope  at  Nashville 

19  Pine  Bluff 

20  Arkadelphia 

23  Little  Rock  ,  , ,  .  „  . 

30  Boards  and  Committees  Meet  in  Hot  Springs 

31-June  3  Annual  Conference  Session,  Hot  Springs 
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July  12-17 

National  Fellowship  of  Methodist 
Musicians  To  Meet  at  S.M.U.,  Dallas 

By  Methodist  Information 

The  1959  meeting  of  the  National  Fellowship  of  Methodist  Musicians 
will  be  held  July  12-17  at  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas. 
The  organization  is  open  to  all  musicians  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Regis¬ 
tration  fee  is  $17.00  to  NAFOMM  members,  $21.50  to  non-members,  in¬ 
cluding  membership  through  December  31,  1960.  Registration  fee  includes 
insurance  and  printed  proceedings.  Part-time  registration  fee  is  $5.00  per 
day.  Registration  for  the  Conference  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Bftss  Wiant, 
NAFOMM  executive  secretary,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

Two  dormitories  will  be  available,  one  air-conditioned  with  single 
rooms  at  $3.50  per  day  (single  rooms  only  in  this  building);  one  not  air- 
conditioned  with  twin  beds  in  rooms  at  $2.50  per  day  per  person. 

Meals  will  be  served  cafeteria  style  on  the  S.M.U.  campus,  in  buildings 
not  over  a  city  block  from  the  - - 


dormitories,  and  the  charge  will  be, 
for  the  first  meal  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  through  the  last  meal  Friday 
noon,  $16.25. 

The  program  will  include  addres¬ 
ses,  recitals,  worship,  instruction, 
discussion  periods,  exhibits,  and 
other  features. 

Purpose  of  the  organization  is  to 
promote  the  sharing  of  ideas,  mater¬ 
ials,  techniques,  and  experiences  in 
music  in  the  service  of  the  church. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  meeting 
will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alsie  H.  Carle- 
ton,  pastor  of  University  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas.  Worship  lead¬ 
er  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fred  Gealy, 
professor  of  church  music  and  New 
Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity.  Methodist  Bishop  W.  Earl 
Ledden,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  will  give 
four  addresses  on  the  hymnody  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Among  other  features  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be: 

A  bell  choir  directed  by  Mrs.  Nor¬ 
ma  Lowder  of  Bellaire  Methodist 
Church,  Bellaire,  Texas. 

Four  organ  recitals  played  by  Dr. 
Nita  Akin,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas;  Prof.  Robert 
C.  Clark,  Baker  University;  Baldwin, 
Kan.;  Frederick  L.  Marriott,  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Birgingham, 
Mich.;  and  William  C.  Teague,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  La. 

Rehearsal  methods  conducted  in 
a  laboratory  situation  by  Richard 
Alford,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Glendale,  Calif.;  Edward  Acton,  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  Houston, 
Texas;  Dr.  Frederick  Hall,  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Ed¬ 
win  Haskin,  Epworth-Euclid  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Don¬ 
ald  L.  Sanford,  St.  Paul’s  Methodist 
Church,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  and 
David  Wehr,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Boise,  Idaho. 

Laboratory  choirs  conducted  by 
Mrs.  T.  J.  (Madeline)  Ingram,  Jr., 


Becker,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Peoria,  Ill.;  and  Dr.  Glen  Johnson, 
Lovers  Lane  Methodist  Church,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas. 

Sessions  on  choir  repertorire  di¬ 
rected  by  George  Arkwell,  Caya- 
hoga  Falls,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  William 
D.  Burns,  Maplewood,  N.  J.;  Edwin 
T.  Karhu,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Oklahoma  City;  and  Marvin  Reech- 
er,  Boston  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Cecil  Stewart  of  Mt.  Union  Col¬ 
lege,  Alliance,  Ohio,  will  conduct 
sessions  on  vocal  methods.  Prof. 
Lloyd  Pfautsch  of  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  will  conduct  the 
entire  group  in  choral  selections. 

Program  chairman  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  is  J.  Edward  Moyer,  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington, 
D.  C.  Dallas  chairman  is  the  Rev. 
Robert  Scoggin,  minister  of  music, 
University  Park  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas. 

President  of  the  organization  is 
Dr.  William  C.  Rice,  professor  of 
music,  Baker  University,  Baldwin, 
Kan. 

Lynchburg  College,  Lynchburg,  Va.; 
Mrs.  Arthur  (Ruth  K.)  Jacobs,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Santa  Barbara, 
Calif.;  Mrs.  George  (Katherine  C.) 


Protestant  Hour 
Series  To  Begin 
Sunday,  Aug.  16 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas,  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 
Methodist  Series  of  The  Protestant 
Hour  radio  program  each  Sunday 
from  August  16  to  October  18. 

A  complete  list  of  the  radio  sta¬ 
tions  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
which  will  air  this  series  will  be 
announced  in  an  early  issue  of  this 
publication. 

The  Methodist  Series,  consisting 
of  twelve  30-minute  worship  pro¬ 
grams,  is  a  project  of  the  Joint 
Radio  Committee  of  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  and  South  Central  Jurisdictions 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  Methodist  Televi¬ 
sion,  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 
It  is  produced  at  the  Protestant 
Radio  and  Television  Center,  At¬ 
lanta. 

About  350  stations  in  this  country 
are  expected  to  broadcast  the  series, 
it  was  announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Harry  C.  Spencer,  Nashville,  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Televi¬ 
sion,  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 
In  addition,  the  series  will  be  broad¬ 
cast  around  the  world  by  the  Armed 
Forces  Radio  Network. 

Director  of  the  Methodist  Series 
is  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Sells,  At¬ 
lanta,  an  executive  secretary  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council 
of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Goodrich  was  the  speaker  for 
the  series  in  1957,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  Wallace  Hamilton,  pastor  of  Pasa¬ 
dena  Community  Church,  St.  Pet¬ 
ersburg,  Fla.,  was  the  speaker  for  a 
series  from  November  9,  1958,  to 
January  11,  1959. 

Methodists  share  The  Protestant 
Hour  broadcasts  with  four  other  de¬ 
nominations. 

Theme  and  Writers 
For  Laymen’s 
Day  Announced 

Chicago  (MI)  —  Two  nationally- 
known  Methodist  leaders  are  pre¬ 
paring  the  program  material  which 
the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  will 
distribute  as  aids  in  observing  Lay¬ 
men’s  Day,  Oct.  18,  according  to  Dr. 
Robert  G.  Mayfield,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  board. 

They  are:  Dr.  J.  P.  Stafford,  long¬ 
time  lay  leader  of  the  Mississippi 
Conference,  and  Dr.  Ernest  Cadman 
Colwell,  president  of  the  Southern 
California  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  and  only  layman  to  head 
a  Methodist  theological  school. 

Theme  of  the  Laymen’s  Day  ob¬ 
servance  this  year  is  “You  Have 
Been  Called.” 

A  new  feature  of  this  year’s  ma¬ 
terial  will  be  specific  suggestions  to 


district  and  associate  district  lay 
leaders  for  promoting  Laymen’s  Day 
on  a  wider  scale. 

The  booklet  will  be  mailed  to  all 
Methodist  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
on  the  mailing  list  of  the  Board  of 
Lay  Activities,  740  Rush  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  July  2  -  July  18  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


July  2  Hebrews  8:  1-13 

July  3  Hebrews  9:  1-10 

July  4  Hebrews  9:11-22 

July  5  Hebrews  9:23-28 

July  6  Hebrews  10:  1-10 

July  7  Hebrews  10:11-25 

July  8 . Hebrews  10:26-39 

July  9  Hebrews  11:  1-7 

July  10  Hebrews  11:  8-16 

July  11  Hebrews  11:17-22 

July  12  Hebrews  11:23-31 

July  13  Hebrews  11:32-40 

July  14  Hebrews  12:  1-11 

July  15  Hebrews  12:12-17 

July  16  . Hebrews  12:18-29 

July  17  . Hebrews  13:  1-  6 

July  18  . Hebrews  13:  7-16 


Church  School  Adm. 
Conference  Draws 
Large  Attendance 

Ninety-four  persons  were  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  annual  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  on  Church  School  Adminis¬ 
tration  held  last  weekend,  June  27- 
28,  at  Camp  Brewer.  The  conference 
was  under  the  general  sponsorship 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Education. 

Dr.  Walter  Towner  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education,  was  the  re¬ 
source  person  for  the  conference. 
Officers  for  the  conference  included; 
Thomas  A.  Pitt  of  Monroe,  presi¬ 
dent;  Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson  of 
Monroe,  program  chairman;  C.  O. 
Foil  of  Shreveport,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  of 
Shreveport,  is  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  conference  board. 

Other  leaders  appearing  on  the 
program  included  Rev.  George  Har- 
buck,  superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District,  who  gave  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress,  and  Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam, 
conference  lay  leaders,  who  deliv¬ 
ered  the  closing  message  on  Sunday 
morning. 

A  feature  of  the  conference  was 
four  discussion  groups  which  con¬ 
sidered  the  responsibilities  of  those 
attending  the  conference.  These 
groups  included  church  school  su¬ 
perintendents,  Dr.  Towner  and  J.  M. 
Thompson,  leading;  chairmen  of  lo¬ 
cal  church  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion,  with  Rev.  Lars  Broadus, 
Shreveport,  and  Francis  Barnett  of 
Shreveport,  leading;  local  church 
superintendents  of  membership  cul¬ 
tivation,  Miss  Norma  Garlington  of 
Monroe,  leading;  and  local  church 
school  secretaries  and  treasurer, 
with  Mrs.  Sid  Bright  of  Natchitoches 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Hanna,  Jr.,  of  Mon¬ 
roe,  leading. 

Other  consultants  included  Dr. 
Sloane  with  those  interested  in  bet¬ 
ter  use  of  church  school  space,  Louis 
Smith  of  New  Orleans,  church  school 
libraries,  and  Miss  Louise  Sharp  of 
Shreveport,  youth  work. 

Conference  leaders  expressed  sat¬ 
isfaction  with  attendance  and  the 
program. 

C.  E.  Gardner  of  Lake  Charles 
was  named  the  new  president  of  the 
Conference  for  1960.  Other  officers 
include,  program  chairman,  Rev. 
John  Hassler  of  Lake  Charles,  and 
Mr.  Foil,  (reelected)  secretary  and 
treasurer.  June  25-26  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  the  date  for  the  1960 
conference. 

The  number  attending  from  each 
district  was  listed  as  follows:  Alex¬ 
andria  12;  Baton  Rouge  12;  Lafay¬ 
ette  11;  Lake  Charles  14;  Monroe 
16;  New  Orleans  17;  Ruston  5;  and 
Shreveport  5.  There  were  several 
visitors  in  addition. 


The  Human  side  of  ikiigi..  .  _  National  Youth  Meet 

It  Happened  To  A  Missionary  Set  For  August 


By  Casper  Nannes,  Religious  News  Editor. 

The  Washington.  O.  C..  STAR 

The  Rev.  Lester  E.  Griffith,  jr.,  is  a  genial  6-foot,  4-inch  missionary 
whose  story  of  his  six  weeks  imprisonment  by  Algerian  Rebels  last  year 
enthralled  delegates  and  visitors  at  the  Virginia  Methodist  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  Norfolk. 

The  34-year-old  graduate  of  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  and  the  Van¬ 
derbilt  School  of  Religion  landed  at  Bougie,  Algeria,  in  1953  with  his  wife 
and  two  children,  Falierie  and  Forrest. 

Before  going  there  he  had  studied  French  at  the  University  of  Paris, 
an  important  adjunct  for  a  missionary  to  French-speaking  Algeria. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  in  charge  of  a  Methodist  boys’  home  near  Algiers, 
capital  of  Algeria.  One  day  last  summer  he  took  a  group  of  young  boys 
and  girls,  including  his  two  children,  by  car  to  a  summer  camp  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  city.  On  his  return 


alone  at  dusk  he  was  stopped  by 
rebel  commandoes  on  a  road  down 
a  mountainous  gorge.  The  leader 
was  a  man  of  32  and  the  rest  were 
in  their  teens  and  early  twenties. 

The  missionary  could  not  identify 
himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
captors  and  was  ordered  to  leave 
the  car  and  go  with  them.  For  40 
days  he  led  their  lives,  lurking  in 
the  hills  during  the  day  and  march¬ 
ing  with  them  at  night. 

“The  land  belonged  to  the  French 
during  the  day  but  to  the  rebels 
during  the  night,”  Mr.  Griffith  said. 

For  the  first  four  days  his  hands 
were  tied  behind  his  back,  a  rou¬ 
tine  precaution  taken  by  the  Reb¬ 
els.  After  that  the  bounds  were 
taken  off.  At  all  times  he  was 
well  treated,  he  said. 

During  this  time  the  rebels  were 
seeking  someone  who  could  identi¬ 
fy  Mr.  Griffith.  This  came,  quite 
unexpectedly,  when  one  day  a  man 
who  knew  him  supplied  the  needed 
verification.  He  was  an  insurance 
agent,  also  a  rebel,  with  whom  the 
missionary  had  done  business. 

But  the  American  could  not  be 
released  until  the  top  leader  of 
the  rebels  said  so.  That  required 
more  weeks  of  marching,  hiding, 
living  in  the  mountains,  before  the 
overall  head  was  encountered.  He 
accepted  Mr.  Griffith’s  story  and 
ordered  his  release. 

Towards  evening  the  missionary 
and  a  young  rebel  officer  walked 
quietly  into  the  village  of  Dgedj. 
The  date  was  September  27,  1958, 
and  it  was  Mr.  Griffith’s  34th 
birthday.  The  officer  left  him  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Catholic  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  nearby  hills. 

Algiers  was  not  far  away.  He 
reached  there  and  learned  the 
North  Africa  Provisional  Annual 
Methodist  Conference  was  being 
held.  His  wife,  who  had  steadfast¬ 
ly  believed  he  was  alive  while  the 
others  had  given  up  hope,  was 
there. 

The  American  counsel,  to  whom 
Mr.  Griffith  had  gone,  e'ntered  the 
hall,  whispered  his  mission  to  the 
bishop,  who  asked  that  Mrs.  Grif¬ 
fith  step  outside  into  the  court¬ 
yard.  When  she  did  so  the  coun¬ 
sel,  a  close  friend,  told  her,  “I  have 
the  best  birthday  present  you  ever 
saw.”  He  then  called  Mr.  Griffith 
from  the  car. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  story 
the  missionary,  who  has  a  fine 
voice,  was  asked  to  sing  a  hymn. 
He  sang  two,  both  in  Kabyle,  the 
language  of  the  aborigines.  They 
were  “Showers  of  Blessings”  and 
“There  is  Only  One  Saviour,  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

Mr.  Griffith  hopes  to  return  to 
Algeria  and  continue  his  ministry 
in  that  country’s  mountain  ranges. 
Despite  his  harrowing  experience 
he  has  a  great  love  for  the  natives 


and  sympathy  for  their  aspirations. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Permission  to 
reprint  this  human  interest  story 
teas  obtained  from  the  Washington, 
D.C.,  STAR  by  Methodist  Informa¬ 
tion. 


Annual  Conferences 
Enter  Reserve 
Pension  Fund 

Chicago  (MI)  —  Twenty-one  of 
The  Methodist  Church’s  100  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States 
have  now  adopted  the  program  of 
full  transition  to  the  Ministers  Re¬ 
serve  Pension  Fund,  according  to 
the  executive  head  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Calkins 
of  Chicago,  general  secretary  of  the 
board,  announced  June  23  that 
seven  annual  conferences  have 
been  added  this  fiscal  year,  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  number  up  to  21.  An 
accrued  pension  liability  of  about 
76  million  dollars  is  represented  in 
the  21  conferences,  Dr.  Calkins 
said. 

The  Ministers  Reserve  Pension 
Fund  is  a  program  in  which  the 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — About  225 
leaders  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Methodist  Youth  are  expected  to 
attend  the  nineteenth  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  organization  August  15- 
23  at  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 
Ind. 

“This  meeting  should  not  be  con¬ 
fused  with  the  quadrennial  Na¬ 
tional  Convocation  of  Methodist 
Youth,  which  is  expected  to  be  at¬ 
tended  by  about  6,000  Methodist 
youth  at  Purdue  August  24-28,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing,”  said  the  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Boyles,  Nashville,  an  executive  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Method¬ 
ist  Youth. 

The  annual  meeting  will  be  pri¬ 
marily  a  business  session  and  will 
be  attended  by  national  and  reg¬ 
ional  officers  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  and  the  Method¬ 
ist  Student  Movement. 

Main  business  to  come  before 
the  meeting  will  be  a  proposed  re¬ 
organization  plan  which  would  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  national,  self-directing 
organization  for  Methodist  college 
students  and  the  same  for  Method¬ 
ist  youth,  intead  of  one  organiza¬ 
tion  for  both  groups,  as  is  now  the 
case  in  the  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth,  said  Mr.  Boyles. 

Any  decisions  on  reorganization 
will  have  to  be  approved  by  the 
1960  General  Conference,  top  legis¬ 
lative  body  of  Methodism,  before 
they  can  be  put  into  effect. 

total  service  of  every  minister  is 
covered  on  an  actuarial  basis. 

Conferences  added  this  year  were: 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  North 
Indiana,  Northwest  Indiana,  West 
Virginia,  and  Wisconsin.  Their  par¬ 
ticipation  will  become  fully  effect¬ 
ive  in  1960. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  THREE  GET  RELIGIOUS  HERITAGE  OF 
AMERICA  AWARDS  —  Honored  by  Religious  Heritage  of  America,  Inc. 
during  Washington  Pilgrimage  of  American  Churchmen  here  were  (left  to 
right):  Rabbi  Maurice  N.  Eisendrath,  New  York,  president  of  the  Union 
of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  the  first  rabbi  chosen  " Clergyman  of 
the  Year;"  former  Rep.  Brooks  Hays  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  who  has  just 
completed  two  years  as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
named  "Churchman  of  the  Year;"  and  Willmar  Thorkelson,  religion  editor 
of  the  Minneapolis  Star  and  Religious  News  Service  correspondent,  winner 
of  the  annual  Faith  and  Freedom  Award  in  religious  journalism.  Presenting 
the  awards  is  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Sizoo,  Milbank  professor  of  religion,  George 
Washington  University  here. 


New  Ben-Hur  Film 
Being  Produced 

Metro-Goldwyn  Production 

Scheduled  for  Fall  Release 

From  the  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
studios  in  California  come  assur¬ 
ances  that  in  the  new  screen  pro¬ 
duction  of  “Ben-Hur,”  the  relig¬ 
ious  aspects  of  the  noted  classic  will 
be  emphasized  and  carefully  vis¬ 
ualized.  As  was  General  Lew  Wal¬ 
lace’s  wish  during  his  lifetime,  the 
new  film  —  most  expensive  ever 
produced — will  bear  the  subtitle  “A 
Tale  of  The  Christ.”  This  phrase, 
identifying  the  story  as  a  deeply 
spiritual  account  of  the  early 
Christian  era,  from  the  birth  of 
Christ  to  the  crucifixion,  will  be 
carried  in  all  advertising  and  on 
the  screen. 

When  the  novel  was  published  in 
1880  and  soon  became  a  world-wide 
best-seller,  its  impact  on  the  re¬ 
ligious  communities  of  the  world 
was  deep  and  lasting.  “Ben-Hur” 
became  a  subject  for  discussion  in 
Sunday  schools  and  many  a  church 
sermon  found  its  inspiration  in  the 
story  of  the  Jewish  boy  who  defied 
pagan  Rome  and  fell  under  the 
spell  of  Christ.  Amateur  pageants 
and  recitations,  based  on  the  book, 
were  inevitable  items  on  church 
programs.  All  denominations 
found  in  “Ben-Hur”  a  message  of 
brotherhood  and  Faith  that  they 
could  endorse.  The  fact  that  the 
story — as  a  stage  play  and  as  a  si¬ 
lent  motion  picture  —  provided  a 
background  of  popular,  spectacular 
drama  and  heroic  action,  added  to 
its  power  as  a  wholesome  message 
to  the  masses.  Millions  came  to  be 
entertained  by  the  play  and  the 
movie  and  remained  to  feel  the 
spiritual  uplift  and  lesson  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Wallace  so  cleverly  sugar- 
coated  with  his  fiction.  Many  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  the  religious  theme 
of  “Ben-Hur”  that  has  kept  it  alive 
and  of  world-wide  interest  for 
eighty  years.  Oddly  enough,  the 
story  has  an  almost  topical  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  world  today.  The 
forces  of  might  and  right,  of  ag¬ 
gressive  majority  against  freedom¬ 
seeking  minority,  are  as  current  at 
present  as  they  were  in  the  time 
of  “Ben-Hur,”  and  the  Caesars. 

Although  the  new  production  of 
“Ben-Hur”  will  have  the  spectacu¬ 
lar  chariot  race,  the  sea  battles  and 
the  pageantry  and  spectacle  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Wallace’s  story,  the  picture 
will  emphasize  the  human  beings 
involved,  the  human  story  rather 
than  mere  eye-filling  pomp  and 
splendor. 

Religious  advisors  were  on  the 
set  in  Rome,  working  closely  with 
Director  William  Wyler  during  the 
scenes  of  the  nativity,  the  sermon 
on  the  mount,  the  crucifixion,  the 
encounter  with  the  lepers  and  all 
other  religious  episodes.  While 
Christ  is  portrayed  by  a  man,  his 
face  is  never  shown,  nor  is  his 
voice  heard. 

“Ben-Hur”  will  have  its  world 
premiere  on  Broadway  around 
Thanksgiving.  It  will  be  shown  on 
a  10  performances  per  week  basis, 
reserved  seats.  Shortly  thereafter 
it  will  open  in  Los  Angeles,  Chi¬ 
cago  and  then  in  other  key  cities. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  Broadway 
rim  will  last  three  years. 
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Minister’s  Ouster 
Called  Challenge 
To  Pulpit  Freedom 

Charlotte,  N.C.  (RNS) — Dismissal 
of  a  Columbus,  Ga.,  minister  from 
his  pastorate  because  of  his  liberal 
views  on  race  was  called  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  “the  freedom  of  the  pulpit” 
by  the  moderator  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (South¬ 
ern)  here. 

Dr.  Ernest  Trice  Thompson  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  criticized  the  South¬ 
west  Presbytery  for  relieving  the 
Rev.  Robert  MacNeil  of  his  pulpit. 
“The  church  is  committed  to  the 
defense  of  freedom  of  the  pulpit," 
he  said,  and  that  defense  “may  be 
put  to  the  test.” 

He  told  the  146th  annual  meeting 
of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  that  “if  a  single  presby¬ 
tery  dismisses  a  minister  from  his 
pulpit  on  any  such  grounds,  or  if 
it  appears  to  have  done  so  .  .  .  and 
if  this  action  is  not  challenged,  and 
is  not  corrected,  by  synod  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  then  God  help  us.” 

Dr.  Thompson,  a  professor  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  said  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
McNeil  was  “being  interpreted 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
this  land”  as  a  penalty  for  Mr.  Mac- 
Neil’s  “fearless”  statements  on  the 
race  issue. 

Earlier,  Dr.  Kelsey  Regen  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  retiring  moderator  of  the 
synod,  said  that  Mr.  MacNeil,  who 
suffered  a  heart  attack  following 
his  dismissal,  must  feel  “lonely” 
after  his  “courageous  stand”  and 
urged  Presbyterians  to  extend  to 
him  “the  encouraging  hand  of  fel¬ 
lowship.” 


Jurisdictional 
Change  Opposed 
By  Ga.  Methodists 

Macon,  Ga.  (RNS) — Preservation 
of  the  jurisdictional  system  of  The 
Methodist  Church  was  urged  by  the 
South  Georgia  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  at  its  annual  meeting  here. 

The  recommendation  was  con¬ 
tained  in  a  petition  to  be  sent  to 
the  Church’s  General  Conference 
which  meets  at  Denver  in  April, 
1960. 

At  present  the  Church  is  divided 
into  five  geographical  jurisdictions 
plus  a  sixth,  all-Negro  Central  Jur¬ 
isdiction. 

The  800  delegates  to  the  South 
Georgia  Conference  also  approved 
a  petition  asking  that  a  bishop’s 
tenure  of  office  be  limited  to  eight 
years  in  any  episcopal  area.  Under 
current  rules,  a  bishop  may  serve 
the  same  area  until  he  retires  at  the 
age  of  72. 


Religious  journalism  is  a  new  hope 
for  Christian  evangelism  in  Africa, 
said  the  Rev.  Trevor  Shaw  of  En¬ 
voi  Publications  in  Leopoldville,  the 
Belgian  Congo,  on  a  recent  visit  to 
New  York.  While  pointing  out  that 
the  publication  and  distribution  of 
Christian  literature  can  be  a  grow¬ 
ing  force  in  the  new  nation  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  Mr.  Shaw  warned  against  too 
great  a  role  by  the  white  man.  Afri¬ 
ca  “is  not  listening  to  the  white 
man  today,”  he  said. 


SEATTLE  (RNS)  DR.  DAHLBERG  WELCOMES  CHINESE  ORPHANS— 
Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  welcomes  at  the  Seattle-Tacoma  Airport  two  Chinese  orphans 
from  Hong  Kong:  Michigan-bound  Gee  Kim  (left)  and  Kai  Shing,  headed 
for  Texas.  Brought  to  the  U.S.  with  four  others  through  Church  World 
Service,  relief  arm  of  the  NCC,  the  youngsters  were  the  first  to  arrive  under 
CWS'  expanded  program  for  the  World  Refugee  Year,  which  started  July 
1.  Dr.  Dahlberg  was  in  Seattle  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  NCC's  policy¬ 
making  General  Board.  (RNS  photo) 


Expanded  Release-Time  Religious 
Programs  Seen  As  Delinquency  Curb 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — Expanded  released-time  religious  education  pro¬ 
grams  were  urged  by  a  district  attorney  here  as  one  way  to  curb  juvenile 
delinquency. 

'Frank  D.  O’Connor,  Queens  District  Attorney,  also  called  for  enlistment 
of  lay  volunteers  to  work  with  youth  “on  a  local  community  and  religious 
level”  and  for  consideration  of  a  course  of  “moral,  philosophic,  humanistic 
"study,  tailored  to  the  age  and  development  of  the  youngster.” 

Mr.  O’Connor  addressed  the  Queens  County  Grand  Jurors  association. 
Among  other  anti-delinquency  measures,  he  suggested  establishment  of  a 


youth  commission  to  co-ordinate 
activities  of  various  agencies;  more 
recreation  areas  throughout  the  city; 
higher  “standards  and  incentives  to 
encourage  people  to  become  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  fight  against  delin¬ 
quency,”  and  formation  of  “Delin¬ 
quents  Anonymous”  along  the  lines 
of  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 

In  addition,  he  recommended  en¬ 
couraging  first  offenders  “to  enter 
military  life  wherever  feasible”  and 
establishment  of  minimum  security 
work  camps  for  juvenile  offenders. 

Acknowledging  that  it  would  take 
several  years  to  put  his  proposals 
into  operation,  Mr.  O’Connor  em¬ 
phasized  they  were  “designed  to 
stimulate  discussion  which  leads  to 
action  and  not  mere  discussion.” 

Meanwhile,  the  Protestant  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  City  of  New  York  has 
stepped  up  its  youth  work  during 
“the  critical  summer  months,”  fo¬ 
cusing  efforts  on  areas  where  it 
reports  teen-age  “crime  against  the 
person”  is  at  a  peak. 

The  Council’s  program  includes 
more  than  300  vacation  church 
schools  enrolling  more  than  25,000 
children  and  recreation  programs 
for  1,000  adolescents  in  the  “most 
critical”  sections. 


A  22-foot  cross  has  been  dedicated 
in  Lake  Park  Cemetery,  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio,  in  tribute  to  the  late 
George  Bennard,  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  who  wrote  “The  Old  Rugged 


Interreligious  Group 
Focuses  Attention 
On  Drinking  Drivers 

North  Conway,  N.H.  (RNS)  — 
Drunken  driving  is  “fast  becoming 
one  of  the  greatest  problems  of  our 
time,”  75  persons  attending  the  fifth 
annual  North  Conway  Institute  on 
Alcoholism  here  were  told. 

The  Rev.  David  A.  Works,  found¬ 
er  and  retiring  president  of  the 
North  Conway  Foundation,  which  is 
devoted  to  the  study  and  cure  of 
alcoholism,  said  “the  church  must 
take  another  good,  long  look  at  this 
problem.” 

He  cited  figures  to  show  that  in 
New  Hampshire  young  people  18  to 
24  years  of  age  are  involved  in  more 
accidents  than  other  age  groups,  and 
that  in  the  youth  bracket,  12  out  of 
19  fatal  accidents  involved  drinking. 

“These  young  people  are  not  al¬ 
coholics,”  Mr.  Works,  rector  of 
Christ  Episcopal  church  here,  said. 
“This  proves  that  drinking,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  few  drinks  are  taken,  af¬ 
fects  the  judgment  of  the  individual. 
Perhaps  the  answer  to  this  problem 
lies  in  total  abstinence  while  driv¬ 
ing.” 


Cross.”  Timbers  of  the  wooden  cross 
were  taken  from  the  Old  Veach 
Methodist  Church,  a  familiar  land¬ 
mark  near  Hubbard,  Ohio. 


Furloughed 

Missionaries 
Cautioned  on 
Changed  Situations 

Greencastle,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  Fur¬ 
loughed  missionaries  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  attending  a  conference 
here  were  told  that  they  “must  be 
sensitive  to  changed  situations”  in 
order  to  preserve  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  in  the  face  of  resurgent  non- 
Christian  faiths. 

Miss  Margaret  Billingsley  of  New 
York  said  that  “the  new  challenge 
for  the  Christian  Church  is  to  claim 
the  changed  situation  for  Christ — 
a  Christ  who  belongs  to  all  cul¬ 
tures.” 

She  pointed  out  that  Hinduism, 
Buddhism  and  Islam  are  seeking 
converts  in  the  traditionally  Chris¬ 
tian  West,  and  that  “Christianity  is 
definitely  no  longer  the  only  mis¬ 
sionary  religion.” 

Executive  secretary  for  Japan  and 
Korea  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  Miss  Billingsley 
addressed  missionaries,  board  staff 
executive  and  national  Christians 
from  overseas  countries. 

Each  of  the  three  other  religions 
is  now  making  a  world-wide  ap¬ 
peal,  she  said.  “Buddhism,  claims  it 
can  bring  peace,  a  peace  which 
Christianity  has  failed  to  bring. 
There  is  increasingly  the  claim  that 
the  Hindu  religious  tradition  pro¬ 
vides  the  answer  to  the  needs  of 
men  everywhere.  A  similar  world 
claim  is  being  made  by  Islam,  which 
is  said  to  be  the  fastest  growing  re¬ 
ligion  in  Africa.” 

Missionaries  of  these  three  reli¬ 
gions  are  now  working  in  the  U.S., 
Miss  Billingsley  said.  Buddhists 
have  49  churches  and  Sunday  schools 
in  this  country,  and  Moslems  have 
15  or  20  places  of  worship,  includ¬ 
ing  a  mosque  in  Washington,  D.C., 
she  added. 

“For  centuries,  most  of  the  non- 
Christian  religions  waned  in  vital¬ 
ity  and  influence,  but  that  has 
changed  as  a  new  sense  of  pride 
has  developed  in  anything  related 
to  the  cultural  history  of  a  country,” 
she  continued. 

The  task  of  propagating  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  some  countries  where 
religous  nationalism  has  arisen  is 
further  complicated  by  the  identi¬ 
fication  of  Christianity  with  West¬ 
ern  colonialism,  Miss  Billingsley 
said. 

In  some  areas,  she  added,  the 
presence  of  white  Western  mission¬ 
aries  and  the  use  of  foreign  funds 
by  local  churches  has  placed  upon 
the  Christian  church  the  stigma  of 
“imperialism.” 

One  of  several  ways  in  which  The 
Methodist  Church  and  other  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  are  seeking  to  meet 
the  new  challenges  is  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  chain  of  study  centers 
around  the  world,  she  said. 

Begun  under  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  these  centers 
are  studying  non-Christian  cultures 
in  an  effort  to  understand  them  and 
to  devise  fresh  methods  for  pene¬ 
trating  them  with  “the  light  of  the 
Christian  Gospel,”  Miss  Billingsley 
said. 
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Editorials 


Make  No  Hasty  Judgment 

WE  have  been  somewhat  disturbed  lately  by  the  number  of 
voices  being  raised  concerning  the  place,  work  and  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America.  There  are  columnists,  whose  writings  are  published  reg¬ 
ularly  by  some  newspapers,  who  seem  to  make  a  regular  point  of 
taking  a  good  slap  at  the  National  Council  as  if  there  was  some¬ 
thing  sinister  and  underhanded  about  its  activities.  We  have  noted 
in  our  own  correspondence  from  readers  certain  questions  being 
raised  and  certain  statements  being  made  which  would  seem  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  lack  of  appreciation  for  the  work  of  this  great  fellowship 
of  denominations. 

We  are,  of  course,  quite  aware  that  there  are  several  denomi¬ 
national  groups  whose  one  purpose  in  existence  seems  to  be  to 
blacken  the  good  name  of  the  National  Council.  Their  attempts 
should  be  dismissed  for  what  they  really  are,  attempts  to  further 
their  own  self  interests  by  knocking  on  someone  else. 

There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  something  to  be  gained  by  consid¬ 
ering  questions  being  raised  by  well-meaning  Methodists  who  are 
really  interested  in  the  truth.  They  should  not  be  misled  by  news¬ 
paper  columnists  and  radio  preachers  who  assert  that  the  National 
Council  aims  at  uniting  all  Protestant  churches  into  one  fellowship. 
The  National  Council  has  no  super-church  notions.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth.  Neither  is  there  substance  to  the  claim 
that  the  National  Council  advocates  certain  doctrinal  positions  con¬ 
trary  to  traditional  Protestantism.  Truthfully,  the  National  Council 
does  not  advocate  any  doctrinal  position,  nor  is  it  within  its  pur¬ 
pose  to  do  so. 

Further,  the  National  Council  never  attempts  to  speak  on  any 
issue  for  all  Protestant  churches.  Certain  of  its  groups  having  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  specific  fields  do  issue  statements  on  certain  matters 
which  have  bean  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully  considered,  but 
these  statements  represent  only  the  group  and  the  group’s  members 
issuing  the  statements.  The  Council  itself  may  speak  on  matters 
and  does,  but  again  such  statements  represent  only  the  Council 
and  its  members,  and  not  Protestantism  generally  or  any  denomi¬ 
nation  within  Protestantism.  In  other  words,  the  National  Council 
does  not  speak  for  Methodism,  although  individual  Methodists  may 
have  a  hand  in  formulating  its  statements. 

Those  who  condemn  usually  have  an  axe  to  grind  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  the  National  Council  has  become  the  whipping  boy.  Sel¬ 
dom  do  critics  refer  to  the  many  wholesome,  creative  projects 
sponsored  by  the  Council.  These  critics  prey  upon  church  people 
who  lack  an  understanding  of  what  the  Council  is  and  its  program. 
The  critics  fill  the  void  of  understanding  with  misinformation  and 
misinterpretation.  This  is  extremely  unfortunate  because  almost 
always  where  there  is  understanding  there  is  also  appreciation. 

We  suggest  that  before  any  of  our  readers  make  hasty  judg¬ 
ments  about  the  National  Council,  they  secure  proper  information 
from  a  reliable  source.  Ask  your  pastor  or  write  us.  Every  Meth¬ 
odist  is  entitled  to  know  the  facts  about  any  program  Methodism 
supports. 

Patriotism  And  Internationalism 

ONE  hundred  eighty-three  years  ago  some  of  our  country’s 
forefathers  affixed  their  signatures  to  a  document  declar¬ 
ing  once  and  for  all  independence  of  their  people  from 
Britain’s  rule.  Nationalism  asserted  itself,  an  army  was  raised  to 
enforce  the  declaration,  the  War  of  Independence  was  successfully 
waged,  and  a  new  nation  came  into  being.  Thoughtful  patriotic 
citizens  who  look  back  upon  this  accomplishment  view  with  pride 
such  dedication  of  purpose  and  life. 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 

The  World  Needs  Rearming' 


Life  then,  however,  was  not  complicated  internationally  as  it  is 
today.  Modern  communications  and  transportation  have  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  making  of  a  world  where  nations  must  learn  to  get 
along  together  whether  they  want  to  or  not.  International  trade 
has  developed  to  an  extent  unthought  of  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
days.  The  continued  development  of  weapons  of  warfare  has  fur¬ 
ther  complicated  the  picture  internationally.  Finally,  many  new 
areas  of  the  world  have  been  opened  up,  with  their  people  exposed 
to  new  thought,  customs,  standards  of  living,  and  interpretations 
of  life.  These  factors,  together  with  still  others,  have  thrust  all 
the  people  of  the  world  into  one  vast  neighborhood. 

It  was  easy  enough  for  George  Washington  to  warn  his  fellow 
countrymen  against  becoming  involved  in  entangling  alliances 
with  other  nations.  That  was,  no  doubt,  good  advice  in  his  day 
and  for  many  succeeding  generations.  But  one  hundred  eighty- 
three  years  have  made  much  difference.  No  longer  is  it  possible 
to  ignore  the  fortunes  or  plight  of  peoples  anywhere  else  in  the 
world  and  get  away  with  it.  It  is  no  longer  possible  to  dwell  in 
security  behind  false  walls  of  tariffs,  immigration  restrictions,  eco¬ 
nomic  plenty  and  military  might. 

We  are  suggesting  that  the  real  patriot  of  today  is  one  who 
looks  beyond  national  self  interest.  He  has  appreciation  for  those 
whose  sacrifices  have  brought  him  to  this  good  day.  However,  his 
sacrifices  must  be  made  not  simply  with  his  own  countrymen  in 
mind.  Indeed,  it  is  altogether  possible  that  the  most  selfish  point 
of  view  now  is  that  which  takes  in  the  interests  of  other  nations, 
for  to  promote  isolationism  today  will  eventually  work  against 
this  nation’s  best  interests. 

Thoughtful  churchmen  will  see  in  this  international  patriotism 
something  which  the  Church  has  been  preaching  and  teaching  for 
many  3?ears.  When  man  loses  his  own  self  interest  and  becomes 
involved  in  helping  others  to  find  life,  he  comes  much  closer  to 
finding  and  even  saving  his  own  life.  That  is  patriotism  baptized 
with  the  Christian  spirit. 
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DR.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  of 
the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Sunday,  June  21.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor. 

DR.  JOHN  WILSON,  Dean  of  the  College  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  at  Louisiana  Tech,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  Ladies’  Night  for  the  Men’s 
Club  of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Wednesday  night,  June  24.  Dr.  B.  C. 
Taylor  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  LOUIS  HOFFPAUIR  were 
honored  at  a  reception  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Crowley,  Friday  evening,  June  5.  The 
reception  was  planned  by  members  of  the  church 
to  welcome  back  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hoffpauir 
for  their  seventh  consecutive  year. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  W.  C.  BARHAM  were  honored 
at  a  fellowship  dinner,  Friday,  June  12,  in 
observance  of  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Chen- 
eyville  Methodist  Church.  Members  of  the  church 
who  were  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness 
were  sent  trays  of  food  and  flowers. 

ROY  SIMONS  hhs  been  re-elected  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board  of  the  Carrollton  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Others  elected  to 
assist  Mr.  Simons  are  Paul  Dorman,  vice-chair¬ 
man;  Miss  Hilda  R.  Poppell,  secretary;  A.  C. 
Webb,  Jr.,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Brown, 
financial  secretary.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr., 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Haynesville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  an  annual  Father-Son  fish 
fry  at  the  Mid- Valley  Pipe  Line  Company  picnic 
grounds  Tuesday  evening,  June  30.  Happy  John¬ 
son,  chairman  of  the  Fish-Fry,  told  the  members 
of  the  Club  to  “Bring  your  boy,  or  borrow  one 
for  the  evening.”  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  EARL  B.  EMMERICH  were 
honored  at  a  reception  held  in  the  Social 
Hall  of  First  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  21.  The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Emmerich  served  as  missionaries  to  Korea 
in  their  early  ministry.  He  was  assigned  as 
pastor  of  First  Church,  West  Monroe,  at  the  re¬ 
cent  annual  conference  session. 

REV.  L.  GRAY  WILSON,  pastor  of  the  Mer 
Rouge  Methodist  Church  installed  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  church  follow¬ 
ing  a  fellowship  supper  at  the  church  on  a  recent 
Sunday  evening,  honoring  the  sixteen  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church.  Officers  of  the  W.S.C.S.  were 
installed  the  following  Sunday.  Two  new  con¬ 
crete  side  walks  have  just  been  completed,  join¬ 
ing  the  sanctuary  and  the  annex  of  the  church. 


WARREN  DOWLING  WHITCOMB  was  recom¬ 
mended  for  his  local  preacher’s  license  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Monday 
night,  June  8.  Mr.  Whitcomb  is  one  of  the  first 
to  receive  a  degree  in  Sacred  Music  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  University.  He  plans  to  enter  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  S.M.U.,  in  September  to 
prepare  himself  to  be  a  Minister  of  Music.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  RALPH  CAIN,  newly  appointed  pastor  of 
the  Springhill  Methodist  Church,  was  speak¬ 
er  at  the  June  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
church.  This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  club 
this  conference  year,  and  was  held  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Paper  Company  barbecue  pit.  New  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  club  are:  Frank  Brinkman,  president; 
Syvel  Burke,  1st  vice-president;  H.  D.  Gray, 
2nd  vice-president;  C.  H.  Staten,  secretary- 
treasurer;  C.  J.  Provost,  attendance  chairman; 
R.  B.  Schwartz,  program  chairman;  and  D.  D. 
Diehl,  song  leader. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  A.  JEROME  CAIN  and 
daughters  were  honored  with  a  reception  on 
their  return  to  the  Istrouma  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  for  the  seventh  year.  The  reception, 
sponsored  by  the  ladies  of  the  Wesley  Fellowship 
Class  of  the  Church  School,  was  held  following 
the  evening  service  of  May  1.  A  reception  for 
Jack  Phelps  was  held  Sunday  evening,  June  7. 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  new  full  time  Youth  Director, 
is  a  graduate  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  College 
of  Lafayette  and  comes  to  Istrouma  after  serving 
as  Youth  Director  in  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Grenada,  Mississippi.  His  home  church  is  Jen¬ 
nings,  Louisiana. 

LEE  A.  RANCK  of  Harrisburg,  a  young  Penn¬ 
sylvania  journalist,  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  8  to  do  editorial 
work.  He  will  be  the  assistant  to  the  director  of 
the  board’s  Communications  Department,  Roger 
Burgess,  and  assistant  editor  of  Contact,  a  semi¬ 
monthly  journal  of  the  temperance  board  and 
two  other  Methodist  agencies — the  Board  of 
World  Peace  and  the  Board  of  Social  and  Econo¬ 
mic  Relations,  both  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Ranck,  27, 
is  a  1957  honor  graduate  of  Pennsylvania  State 
University,  where  he  was  named  the  outstand¬ 
ing  male  journalism  graduate  by  Sigma  Delta 
Chi.  He  is  due  to  receive  the  master’s  degree  in 
journalism  from  the  same  school  later  this  year. 
He  is  the  son  of  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

DR.  KARL  P.  MEISTER  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  was 
named  to  the  National  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  President’s  White  House  Conference  on 
Aging.  The  committee  met  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
June  9-10  to  begin  shaping  plans  for  the  Con¬ 


NO  PAPER  NEXT  WEEK 

According  to  our  custom,  there  will  be 
no  issue  of  the  paper  the  week  following 
the  Fourth  of  July.  So  that  our  readers 
will  not  miss  a  Sunday  School  lesson,  we 
are  running  the  lessons  for  July  12  and 
July  19  in  this  issue. 


ference,  scheduled  for  January,  1961.  Dr.  Meis- 
ter’s  appointment  was  announced  by  Secretary 
Arthur  S.  Flemming  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare.  The  advisory  committee 
numbers  100  men  and  women  who  are  prominent 
in  the  fields  of  education,  medicine,  hospitaliza¬ 
tion,  insurance,  recreation,  journalism  and  church 
administration.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  in 
1956  Dr.  Meister  was  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  Chi¬ 
cago.  Secretary  Flemming  said  the  major  concern 
of  the  Conference  will  be  the  economic  security 
and  retirement  problems  of  nearly  50  million 
Americans  who  are  past  45  years  old. 

REV.  DR.  PAUL  S.  SANDERS,  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  associate  professor  of  church  his¬ 
tory  at  the  Vanderbilt  University  Divinity 
School,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been  recalled  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  active  summer  duty  by 
the  Navy  to  work  on  a  history  of  the  Navy 
Chaplains  Corps.  A  reserve  chaplain  with  the 
rank  of  commander,  Chaplain  Sanders  has  been 
helping  write  the  history  for  the  last  four  sum¬ 
mers.  Now  in  its  sixth  volume,  the  history  traces 
activities  of  the  Navy  Chaplaincy  from  1778 
through  the  Korean  War.  Chaplain  Sanders  ig  a 
native  of  Speigner,  Ala.,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Alabama,  and  Emory  University’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology.  He  holds  the  Doctor 
of  Theology  degree  from  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  New  York.  He  served  as  a  Navy  chaplain 
from  1942  to  1946,  and  was  professor  of  history 
at  Amherst  (Mass.)  College  before  joining  the 
Vanderbilt  faculty  last  year.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Methodist  Conference. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  celebrated  its  first 
anniversary  with  a  well  planned  program  calling 
for  installation  of  officers  and  a  review  of  the 
history  of  Methodist  Men  followed  by  a  panel 
group  discussion  on  the  subject,  “Our  Ministry- 
Shepherd  or  Servant.”  P.  L.  Odum,  outgoing 
president,  presided  as  master  of  ceremonies. 
After  dinner,  arranged  and  served  by  wives  of 
the  Methodist  Men,  a  review  of  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  past  year  was  presented,  showing 
a  fine  record.  With  a  total  membership  of  87 
men,  an  average  attendance  of  58  was  attained 
for  the  year.  E.  C.  Harris  presented  the  new  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  ensuing  year  by  first  having  pinned 
on  the  retiring  president  the  Retiring  President 
lapel  pin,  then  with  Mr.  Odum  and  Rev.  W.  D. 
Milton,  the  pastor,  assisting,  the  installation 
ceremonies  included  Chester  Smith  as  president; 
Gene  Boozer,  vice-president;  Hubert  Carroll, 
secretary;  and  Willis  McGowan,  treasurer.  W.  P. 
Roberts  discussed  “Promotion  in  Rank-Special 
Advancement  and  Financial  Security.”  O.  W. 
McCormick  spoke  on  “Minister’s  Job,”  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Milton  gave  his  views  on  “The  Ministry 
as  I  See  It.” 

J.  W.  RUTLEDGE  is  the  newly  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Official  Board  of  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  West  Monroe.  Earl  Hamm  is  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Church  School  with  S.  E. 
Barkley  assistant  superintendent.  Officers  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  are:  Mrs.  Amiee  C.  Cook,  president; 
Mrs.  Fred  Riser,  vice-president;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Dud- 
ding,  recording  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Myer,  treasurer.  Officers  of  the  Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild  are:  Mrs.  Horace  Eyre,  president;  Mrs. 
Willis  Ward,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Leon  Owen, 
recording  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Earl  Hamm, 
treasurer.  Officers  of  the  Men’s  Club  are:  Her¬ 
bert  C.  Moffett,  president;  Tommy  Head,  Sr., 
vice-president;  H.  B.  McClendon,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Amos  Hood,  club  reporter;  L.  A. 
Branch,  finance;  Bill  Nelson  and  Alton  Burkett, 
membership;  Kenneth  Adams  and  Charles  Chis¬ 
holm,  program;  D.  C.  Metcalf  and  T.  A.  Sanders, 
projects;  and  Ben  Davis,  publicity.  Rev.  Earl 
B.  Emmerich  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


FORGETTING  OUR  REGRETS 

Every  Sunday  in  most  of  our  churches  the  congregation  con¬ 
fesses  in  prayer:  “We  have  left  undone  the  things  we  ought  to  have 
done  and  we  have  done  those  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have 
done.”  When  we  feel  truly  sorry  for  what  we  failed  to  do,  we  can 
redouble  our  efforts  and  try  to  make  up  for  lost  time  and  opportun¬ 
ity.  But  how  about  undoing  the  wrongs  we  have  done? 

We  may  be  inclined  to  say  at  once  that  we  cannot  undo  what 
has  been  done,  so  why  bother  about  it?  And  here  we  come  to  one 
of  the  very  important  questions  of  successful  living:  when  to  go  for¬ 
ward  and  forget  and  when  to  go  back  and  remember. 

It  is  folly  to  torture  our  minds  with  futile  regrets  over  what  can¬ 
not  be  changed.  We  must  master  the  art  of  leaving  if  we  are  to  mas¬ 
ter  the  art  of  living.  Jesus  made  much  of  this  point.  He  said  once; 
“No  man  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking  back  is  fit 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

We  must  learn  to  know  how  to  let  some  bygones  be  bygones,  how 
to  close  the  gate  on  what  should  be  forgotten  so  that  yesterday’s  pack 
of  yelping  worries  does  not  keep  hounding  us  to  destroy  today’s  peace 
of  mind. 

Most  of  us  have  a  tendency  to  keep  some  things  which  should 
be  left  behind.  When  we  move  from  one  residence  to  another,  we 
discover  how  many  articles  we  have  kept  which  we  shall  probably 
never  use,  but  we  hate  to  throw  them  away.  We  preserve  many 
customs  which  no  longer  serve  any  useful  purpose. 

Dorothy  Canfield  Fisher  once  called  attention  to  the  buttons 
sewed  on  the  outside  seam  of  men’s  coat  sleeves.  Their  usefulness 
disappeared  with  the  last  lace  ruffles  worn  by  men  and  that  was  a 
long  time  ago.  A  century  and  more  ago  gentlemen  wore  the  ruffles 
at  the  wrists  and  to  keep  them  from  being  soiled  they  were  buttoned 
snugly  back.  The  buttons  are  still  put  on  our  coats  long  after  their 
useful  purpose  has  disappeared. 

This  is  a  rather  trivial  illustration  of  our  tendency  to  keep  things 
we  no  longer  need,  a  trait  which  can  become  very  troublesome.  Our 
minds  are  clogged  with  regrets  and  remorse,  with  grudges  and 
grouches  which  should  have  been  discarded.  “Don’t  cry  over  spilt 
milk,”  is  the  old  adage  learned  in  childhood.  Dr.  Leslie  Weatherhead 
of  London  has  given  a  more  colorful  translation  of  the  same  advice: 
"Don’t  follow  your  own  hearse.” 

We  need  the  courage  to  change  what  should  be  changed,  the 
patience  to  endure  what  cannot  be  changed  and  the  wisdom  to  know 
the  difference. 

And  wisdom  should  tell  us  there  is  a  difference  between  forget¬ 
ting  the  evils  done  us  and  forgetting  the  sins  we  ourselves  commit. 
Suppose  a  reckless  driver  ran  into  my  car.  The  damage  was  done. 
The  incident  is  over.  I  should  forget  it.  It  does  no  good  to  keep 
thinking  about  it.  But  if  I  were  the  reckless  driver  who  caused  the 
damage,  that  recklessness  is  in  my  own  nature.  It  remains  with  me 
unless  I  get  rid  of  it.  If  I  don’t  care  enough  about  my  carelessness 
to  correct  it,  I  add  to  the  sinfulness  of  it.  Hence  I  must  not  try  to 
bury  my  own  wrongdoing  in  forgetfulness.  If  I  do,  I  am  likely  to 
go  on  repeating  the  evil  deeds. 

Also,  wisdom  bids  us  turn  from  futile  remorse  to  true  repent¬ 
ance.  A  truly  repentant  person  asks  forgiveness  and  tries  to  make 
reparation.  But  since  we  cannot  usually  repair  the  damage  fully, 
we  need  God’s  help.  God  renews  a  right  spirit  within  ourselves. 
And  I  believe  God  can  convey  our  spirit  of  repentance  to  those  we 
have  wronged,  though  they  are  beyond  our  reach  and  even  beyond 
the  veil  of  death. 

Some  years  ago  a  young  man  committed  a  heinous  deed.  His 
father,  who  was  an  honored  citizen,  heard  of  it  on  a  Sunday  morning. 
He  called  his  son  into  his  study  after  dinner  and  said:  “My  son,  I 
cannot  condone  what  you  have  done.  It  is  bad  beyond  words.  But 
I  am  your  father  and  will  see  this  through  with  you.”  Speaking  of  it 
later,  the  son  said  his  father  at  that  moment  seemed  majestic  in  his 
dignity  and  melting  in  his  love.  Knowing  his  father  was  suffering 
with  him,  the  young  man’s  attitude  and  life  were  changed. 

This  is  a  suggestion  of  what  Our  Heavenly  Father  does  in  help¬ 
ing  us  handle  our  regrets. 


''Why  don't  you  put  in  a  golf  course.  Reverend? 
You  should  see  the  checks  he  writes  for  the  Country 
Club." 
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The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


God’s  Arithmetic 

When  you  read  this,  I  shall  be 
far  from  home.  Every  hour  will 
bring  many  new  experiences  to  our 
party.  In  this  column  for  the  next 
few  months  you  will  be  reading  of 
these  experiences  that  I  am  so 
anxious  to  share  with  you.  Some¬ 
one  asked  me  two  years  ago  just 
what  there  was  to  see  in  the  Far 
East,  with  its  millions  of  poor,  of 
non-Christians,  of  uncomfortable 
(to  us  at  least)  living  conditions,  of 
steamy  days  and  stuffy  nights,  etc. 
My  answer  was  not  at  all  original, 
but  nevertheless  sincere.  I  told 
the  person  that  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  part  of  the  Far  East  is  the  peo¬ 
ple  themselves.  Regardless  of  their 
living  conditions  or  their  econom¬ 
ics,  the  simple  fact  of  over  a  bil¬ 
lion  people  living  in  Asia  causes 
me  to  quote  the  apostle  Paul,  “A 
wide  door  for  effective  work  has 
opened  to  me.”  This  is  one  of  those 
rare  opportunities  that  come  to 
some  people  to  walk  through  a 
“wide  door”  into  a  new  and  chal¬ 
lenging  field  of  usefulness. 

There  are  those,  also,  who  won¬ 
der  what  the  puny  efforts  of  a  doz¬ 
en  men  will  avail  in  such  a  conti¬ 
nent  of  so  many  peoples  with  dif¬ 
fering  colors  of  skin,  faith  and 
idealogies.  I  can  only  answer  that 
by  quoting  my  great  and  good 
friend,  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith,  who  re¬ 
cently  called  these  incidents  to 
mind: 

Ten  spies  said  it  couldn’t  be 
done,  but  two  said  it  could,  and 
it  was! 

Elijah  stood  alone  against  450 
priests  of  Baal. 


David  with  a  few  small  stones 
overcame  Goliath. 

Jesus  fed  5000  with  a  boy’s 
lunch. 

Gideon,  with  a  handful  of  fol¬ 
lowers,  routed  an  army  and  took 
a  city. 

The  entire  Christian  movement 
will  not  become  a  majority  move¬ 
ment  within  the  forseeable  future. 
To  be  sure,  there  will  come  a  day 
when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
will  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea.  But  I  don’t  have 
enough  faith  to  believe  that  I  shall 
live  to  see  it  happen.  Meanwhile, 
there  remains  for  us  who  call  our¬ 
selves  Christians,  all  that  we  can 
do  in  order  to  make  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  wonderful  spread  of 
Christianity  that  will  surely  come 
some  day.  And  one  Christian  with 
his  hand  in  God’s  is  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with.  A  dozen  Christians 
in  any  community  can  do  what 
they  accused  the  early  Christians 
of  doing.  They  can  “turn  the  world 
upside  down.”  Surely  if  eleven 
frightened  disciples  began  the 
movement  that  has  already  encir¬ 
cled  the  world,  then  a  dozen  com¬ 
mon  men,  however  poorly  prepar¬ 
ed,  can  plant  the  seeds  of  Christi¬ 
anity  in  enough  new  places  that 
when  God  gives  the  increase,  it 
will  be  good  in  His  sight.  Please 
pray  daily  for  our  party,  and  for 
the  native  local  workers  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  will  be  working  by 
our  sides.  Please  pray  also  for 
those  to  whom  we  shall  be  minis¬ 
tering.  You  will  be  hearing  from 
us  in  this  column  with  news  from 
the  other  side  of  the  world. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ’’  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  July  12,  1959:  DECISION  DETERMINES  DESTINY 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  DEUTERONOMY  30:15-20;  31:1-13.  LESSON 
TEXT,  DEUTERONOMY  30:15-16;  31:7-13. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  It  is  the  LORD  who  goes  before  you;  he  will  be  with 
you,  he  will  not  fail  you  or  forsake  you;  do  not  fear  or  be  dismayed.  Deu¬ 
teronomy  31:8.  (RSV) 


Today’s  lesson  text,  like  that  of  last  Sunday, 
is  taken  from  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy.  This 
book,  as  we  noted  last  Sunday,  is  the  farewell 
address  of  Moses  to  the  children  of  Israel.  Last 
Sunday  we  studied  a  selection  from,  the  earlier 
part  of  that  address.  Today  our  lesson  text  comes 
from  toward  the  end  of  the  address. 

This  was  a  very  critical  time  in  the  life  of  the 
Israelites.  They  were  to  have  a  change  in  lead¬ 
ership.  Moses  had  been  the  only  leader  they  had 
known  since  they  came  out  of  Egypt;  now  they 
were  to  have  a  new  leader  in  Joshua.  Further¬ 
more  their  life  was  to  change  from  the  nomadic 
life  of  wilderness  wanders  to  the  role  of  invad¬ 
ers  of  an  enemy  country.  Joshua  was  to  lead 
them  into  Canaan  which  meant  a  terrific  fight 
with  the  various  tribes  that  inhabited  the  land. 
Under  such  circumstances  Moses  called  them 
together  for  a  final  word  of  instructon  and  coun¬ 
sel. 

"Once  To  Every  Man  And  Nation" 

It  was  James  Russell  Lowell  who  wrote,  in 
his  poem,  *  “The  Present  Crisis:” 

“Once  to  every  man  and  nation  comes 
the  moment  to  decide, 

In  the  strife  of  Truth  with  Falsehood, 
for  the  good  or  evil  side.” 

It  was  in  something  of  this  spirit  that  Moses 
called  the  children  of  Israel  together  that  they 
might  face  the  problems  that  confronted  them. 
In  a  final  appeal,  Moses  is  calling  the  Israelites 
to  make  a  definite  commitment  of  their  lives  to 
the  way  of  life  to  which  God  had  called  them. 

A  choice  of  some  character  was  inescapable. 
Israel  is  being  warned  that  there  is  no  middle 
ground  on  which  they  can  stand.  Their  choice 
was  between  life  and  death,  good  and  evil.  Je¬ 
sus  taught  us  that  there  is  no  middle  ground  in 
life.  He  said,  “He  that  is  not  for  me  is  against 
me.”  We  cannot  exclude  both  good  and  evil. 
We  give  our  influence  to  one  or  the  other.  Jesus 
also  said,  “Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon.” 
In  this  Jesus  is  saying  that  we  cannot  include 
both.  In  other  words  the  children  of  Israel,  as 
well  as  the  enlightened  people  of  every  genera¬ 
tion  since  then,  were  forced  that  day  to  make 
a  decision  for  good  or  evil,  for  God  or  mammon. 
In  such  a  choice  our  “Decision  Determines  Des¬ 
tiny.” 

We  today  face  the  necessity  for  choice  be¬ 
tween  good  and  evil  as  really  as  did  the  Israel¬ 
ites  as  they  stood  before  Moses.  The  very  fact 
that  we  are  alive  makes  this  choice  necessary. 
Paul  in  his  first  letter  to  Timothy  wrote,  “Fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith.”  Paul  was  not  exhorting 
Timothy  to  get  into  the  battle  of  life;  he  was  al¬ 
ready  in  the  fight  of  life  and  could  not  escape 
it  so  long  as  he  lived.  What  Paul  was  saying  was 
to  fight  the  GOOD  fight  of  faith.  Timothy  had 
no  more  choice  than  we  do  about  being  in  life’s 
battle.  Paul,  in  effect,  was  telling  him  that  he 
did  have  a  choice  as  to  which  side  of  the  battle 
he  was  to  be  on.  So  it  is  with  us.  We  have  the 
privilege  of  choosing  to  be  on  the  right  side  in 
the  battle  of  life.  Failing  to  make  this  choice, 
whether  we  will  it  or  not,  we  automatically  join 
forces  with  the  evil  of  earth. 

The  Necessity  To  Decide  Implies 
The  Power  To  Decide 

If  God  has  created  us  and  placed  us  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
make  a  choice,  we  may  be  definitely  sure  that 


He  has  given  us  the  power  to  make  a  choice. 

There  are  those  who  profess  to  believe  in  a 
form  of  fatalism  in  which  we  are  caught  up  in  a 
changeless  order  of  things  in  which  all  we  can 
do  is  to  move  with  the  tide.  They  profess  to 
believe  we  have  no  power  to  do  anything  else. 
There  are  those  who  profess  to  believe  in  a  form 
of  predestination  by  which  God  puts  each  life 
in  a  changeless  mold.  That  life  must  be  what 
it  is  and  do  what  it  does  because  God  fore¬ 
ordained  that  life  to  a  certain  course  of  conduct 
which  it  has  no  power  to  change.  To  believe  that 
is  to  believe  that  man,  who  is  made  in  the  image 
of  God,  is  only  a  human  machine  without  moral 
responsibility,  who  does  what  he  does  because 
he  must,  and  has  no  power  to  choose  to  do  other¬ 
wise.  Such  a  conception  of  life  robs  life  of  its 
finer  qualities  and  makes  of  man  a  puppet  with 
power  to  act  only  when  some  power  outside  him¬ 
self  pulls  a  string. 

This  we  do  not  believe.  Man  has  the  will  and 
power  to  decide  and,  because  he  makes  the  de¬ 
cision,  he  is  responsible  before  God  for  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  decision  he  makes. 

While  we  have  the  power  to  choose,  there 
are  human  factors  that  may  have  an  influence 
on  that  choice.  Along  with  some  lower  forms 
of  life,  we  have  an  instinct  which  may  affect 
choice.  We  sometimes  call  it  “doing  what  comes 
natural.”  There  are  many  times  when  “instinct” 
must  be  tested  by  moral  law  before  we  may  fol¬ 
low  it  safely.  We  are  taught  that  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  heredity  which  may  influence  life 
physically  and  intellectually.  It  may  be  harder 
for  some  people  to  do  right  than  others  because 
of  some  inherited  tendencies.  Nevertheless,  we 
must  believe  that  such  people  have  the  power 
to  choose  the  right  or  we  robe  them  of  moral  re¬ 
sponsibility.  We  may  find  ourselves  in  situations 
where  it  is  the  custom  to  do  things  that  are  mor¬ 
ally  wrong.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  may 
be  harder  for  us  to  choose  the  right  but  we  must 
still  believe  that  it  is  altogether  possible  for  one 
to  choose  the  right.  We  cannot  conceive  of  a 
situation  in  which  one,  with  the  power  to  choose, 
MUST  choose  wrong. 

Israel  Commanded  To  Love  God 

Our  Memory  Selection  last  Sunday  included 
the  command  to  love  God.  That  was  in  the  earli¬ 
er  part  of  this  last  speech  of  Moses.  Today,  near 
the  end  of  the  address,  we  hear  Moses  saying 
again,  “I  command  thee  this  day  to  love  the 
Lord  thy  God.”  The  fact  is,  in  addition  to  the 
many  other  references  in  Deuteronomy  regard¬ 
ing  the  necessity  for  Israel  to  love  God,  there 
are  in  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy  eight  specific 
times  when  Israel  is  commanded  to  love  God. 

While  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  love  God  or 
even  people  simply  because  we  are  commanded 
to  do  so,  it  is  possible  for  us  to  become  so  well 
acquainted  with  loveable  people  that  we  instinc¬ 
tively  love  them.  It  is  also  possible  for  us  to  be¬ 
come  so  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
character  of  God  that  we  will  instinctively  love 
Him. 

Jesus  said  that  this  commandment  to  love 
God  is  the  greatest  of  all  commandments.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  decision  of  one  to  learn  about  God 
and  to  learn  to  love  Him  is  the  most  important 
decision  man  can  make.  There  are  other  deci¬ 
sions  that  greatly  affect  the  happiness  and  use¬ 
fulness  of  life.  The  choice  of  life’s  work  is  al¬ 


ways  important.  The  choice  of  a  companion  for 
life  is  one  of  life’s  important  decisions. 

Nevertheless,  the  decision  to  put  God  at  the 
center  of  life’s  affections  and  plans  is  life’s  most 
important  decision.  This  is  true  because  that 
decision  affects  every  other  moral  decision  of  life. 
It  is  just  as  true  because  that  decision  affects 
every  other  moral  decision  of  life.  It  is  just  as 
true  that  to  reject  God’s  love  and  God’s  plan  for 
life  affects  every  other  moral  decision  of  life. 
Our  answer  to  the  question,  “What  shall  I  do 
then  with  Jesus  which  is  called  Christ?”  sets 
the  trend  for  a  life  that  leads  to  a  destiny  as 
wide  apart  as  a  topless  heaven  and  a  bottomless 
hell. 

Joshua  Called  To  The  Leadership  of  Israel 

The  challenge  of  Moses,  in  this  closing  ad¬ 
dress,  reached  further  than  to  the  Children  of 
Israel.  Moses  placed  before  Joshua  a  challenge 
which,  accepted,  meant  a  revolutionary  change 
in  his  life. 

Moses  called  Joshua  before  him  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  all  Israel  and  exhorted  him  to  “Be  strong 
and  of  good  courage.”  This  strength  and  cour¬ 
age  was  to  be  needed  Moses  told  him  because  he 
“Must  go  with  this  people  into  the  land  which 
the  Lord  hath  sworn  unto  their  fathers  to  give 
them.” 

There  were  many  high  points  in  the  life  of 
Moses  which  gave  evidence  of  his  true  greatness. 
Nevertheless,  at  no  other  point  was  true  great¬ 
ness  more  in  evidence  in  his  life  than  at  this  time 
when  he  surrendered  the  leadership  of  the  Is¬ 
raelites  to  another.  Instead  of  being  bitter  at 
being  succeeded  by  Joshua,  Moses  calls  him  into 
his  presence  and  gives  him  blessings,  encourage¬ 
ment  and  guidance.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
evidence  of  prejudice,  jealousy  or  ill  feeling  in 
the  life  of  Moses. 

Moses  knew  that  the  Lord  had  made  possible 
every  successful  move  he  had  made  as  Israel’s 
leader.  He  knew,  also,  that  Joshua  faced  an  im¬ 
possible  task,  as  Israel’s  leader,  unless  he  had 
the  Lord  as  his  leader  and  helper.  Consequently 
Moses  said  to  Joshua,  “The  Lord,  he  is  that  doth 
go  before  thee;  he  will  be  with  thee,  he  will  not 
fail  thee,  neither  forsake  thee:  fear  not,  neither 
be  dismayed.” 

Religious  Education  Has  Always 
Been  Necessary 

The  closing  verses  of  our  lesson  text  tell  us 
that  “Moses  wrote  this  law  and  delivered  it  unto 
the  priests  .  .  .  and  unto  all  the  elders  of  Israel.” 
These  religious  leaders  in  Israel  were  command¬ 
ed  to  gather  together  the  men,  women,  children 
and  strangers  within  the  gates  every  seven  years 
at  a  place  of  God’s  choosing.  There,  at  the  time 
of  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  they  were  command¬ 
ed  to  read  the  law  before  all  of  the  people,  young 
and  old.  This  command  was  to  stand  and  this 
custom  observed  every  seven  years  down  through 
the  ages,  that  the  Israelites  might  learn  God’s 
laws  and  observe  them. 

This  is  religious  education  with  a  definite 
purpose.  It  is  such  observances  that  have  uni¬ 
fied  the  Jewish  people  across  the  centuries  and 
have  made  possible  the  survival  of  the  Jewish 
religion  and  the  Jewish  people  despite  persecu- 
ion,  hardships  and  efforts  at  extermination. 
There  is  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  effectiveness 
of  religious  education  than  is  found  in  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  Jewish  religion  down  through  the 
centuries.  Only  during  the  past  fifty  years  has 
the  Christian  church  stressed  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  as  the  vital  factor,  it  is,  in  the  development 
of  the  Christian  church.  Christian  education  is 
important  for  all  ages  of  people  since,  from  the 
time  we  are  old  enough  to  learn  until  we  pass 
away,  there  is  something  about  the  Bible  and 
God’s  plan  for  life  that  we  may  learn. 

Deliberate  Decisions  Determine  Destiny 

Our  lesson  subject  for  today  is  “Decisions 
Determine  Destiny.”  The  decisions  we  make  of 
course  determine  the  character  of  life  we  live  and 
our  manner  of  life  does  determine  destiny. 

Each  day  we  live  we  make  numerous  deci¬ 
sions.  Most  of  these  decisions  are  of  a  minor 
character.  Most  of  them  are  determined  by  a 
previous  major  decision  which  has  set  the  trend 
of  life.  It  is  our  feeling  that  destiny  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  these  deliberate,  major  decisions.  Rou¬ 
tine  decisions  of  everyday  life  usually  follow  the 
pattern  set  by  these  major  decisions. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

There  are  those  who  discuss  religion  as  if  any 
minor  decision  or  even  minor  mistake  may  deter¬ 
mine  the  destiny  of  a  soul.  If  we  hear  such 
people  sympathetically  we  may  become  fearful 
that  we  may  lose  our  soul  on  a  technicality  or 
even  by  accident.  It  is  our  feeling  that,  if  we 
miss  the  way  religiously,  it  will  be  because  of 
deliberate,  major  decisions  which  color  all  other 
decisions  we  make. 


Lesson  for  July  19,  1959: 

FRIENDLINESS  FOR  NEWCOMERS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  THE  BOOK  OF 
RUTH.  LESSON  TEXT,  RUTH  1:19-22; 
2:1-2;  4:13-1 7. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  executes  justice  for 
the  fatherless  and  the  widows,  and  loves  the 
sojourner,  giving  him,  food  and  clothing. 
Love  the  sojourner  therefore;  for  you  were 
sojourners  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  Deuteron¬ 
omy  10:18-19.  (RSV) 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  the  general  subject  for 
our  present  series  of  lessons  which  is,  “A  Nation 
Facing  Its  Problems.”  The  first  two  lessons  of 
this  series  were  taken  from  the  Book  of  Deute¬ 
ronomy,  near  the  time  of  the  death  of  Moses, 
when  the  Israelites  were  facing  the  problem  of 
entering  the  land  of  Canaan  to  conquer  it  for 
their  future  home. 

The  lesson  today  comes  from  the  Book  of 
Ruth.  At  this  time  the  Israelites  were  established 
in  the  land  of  Canaan  and  had  conquered  much 
of  the  country.  The  setting  for  the  Book  of  Ruth 
is  during  the  time  that  judges  ruled  over  Israel, 
so  far  as  there  was  a  centralized  authority.  The 
general  situation  of  the  day  is  well  described  in 
the  Book  of  Judges  with  identical  words  in 
Judges  17:6  and  21:25.  In  these  verses  we  are 
told  that,  “In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in 
Israel:  every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in 
his  own  eyes.”  This  is  a  somewhat  diplomatic 
way  of  saying,  “Every  man  did  very  much  as 
he  pleased.” 

One  major  problem  that  confronted  the  Is¬ 
raelites,  as  they  were  growing  a  nation  in  Ca¬ 
naan,  was  the  question  as  to  their  attitude  to¬ 
ward  and  relationship  with  those  natives  left  in 
their  section  of  the  country,  as  they  came  to  live 
with  the  Israelites.  Also  they  had  the  problem 
of  determining  their  attitude  toward  strangers 
from  other  nations  about  them  whom  might  de¬ 
sire  to  settle  peacefully  among  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  in  Canaan.  The  Book  of  Ruth  deals  with  this 
latter  problem. 

Why  The  Book  of  Ruth  Was  Written 

The  origin,  the  purpose,  the  time  of  the  writ¬ 
ing  and  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Ruth  are  all 
obscure.  About  all  we  are  sure  about  is  the 
general  period  of  the  setting  of  the  story.  Bible 
scholars  differ  regarding  all  of  these  matters 
except  the  last.  The  following  are  suggested  by 
different  writers  as  the  reasons  for  the  writing 
of  the  Book  of  Ruth: 

(1)  There  are  those  who  think  this  writing 
is  simply  a  record  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful, 
enchanting,  human  interest  stories  ever  written. 
They  think  this  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the 
writing  of  the  book. 

(2)  Some  think  this  story  was  written  to  ex¬ 
plain  how  and  why  Ruth,  a  Moabite,  happened 
to  be  the  great-grandmother  of  King  David  and 
consequently  was  in  ancestrial  line  of  succession 
of  the  promised  Messiah.  The  writer  may  have 
thought  that  such  an  unusual  fact  might  need 
an  explanation. 

(3)  Some  think  Ruth  was  written  after  the 
Babylonian  exile  in  protest  to  the  demands  of 
Nehemiah  and  Ezra  that  foreign  marriages  cease 
and  even,  at  times,  that  foreign  marriages  be 
dissolved.  The  story  indicates  that  foreign  mar¬ 
riages  may  be  very  successful  since  the  marriage 
of  Boaz  and  Ruth  seemed  to  be  a  very  happy 
marriage.  It  must  have  had  the  blessings  of  God 
since  Ruth  became  the  great  grandmother  of 
David. 

(4)  Some  believe  the  Book  of  Ruth  to  be  a 


protest  against  racial  and  sectional  narrowness 
and  extreme  nationalism. 

Naomi  And  Family  Go  Into  Moab 

It  will  be  possible  to  appreciate  our  lesson 
text  only  when  we  have  in  mind  the  events  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  the  scenes  described  in  our  lesson. 

According  to  opening  verse  of  the  Book  of 
Ruth  there  was  a  great  famine  in  the  land  of 
Canaan.  Because  of  this  famine,  Elimelech,  with 
his  wife  Naomi  and  two  sons,  Mahlon  and  Chili- 
on,  went  into  Moab  where  apparently  the  effects 
of  the  famine  had  not  reached.  Moab  was  a 
country  partly  bordering  on  the  southeastern 
shores  of  the  Dead  Sea.  Bethlehem,  where  Elim¬ 
elech  and  his  family  lived,  was  of  course  in 
Judea,  west  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  about  thirty  or 
thirty-five  miles  from  the  western  border  of 
Moab. 

Famines  were  apparently  not  uncommon  in 
Canaan  in  that  early  day.  It  was  a  famine  which 
drove  Abraham,  with  his  wife  Sarah,  into  Egypt. 
It  was  a  famine,  years  later,  which  caused  Jacob 
to  send  his  sons  to  Egypt  to  get  food  and  later 
led  to  the  settlement  in  Egypt  of  Jacob  with  his 
entire  family.  In  our  lesson,  famine  had  struck 
again  in  Canaan  and  some  of  its  people  sought 
refuge  in  another  country. 

The  Moabites  apparently  received  Elimelech 
and  family  in  a  friendly,  hospitable  manner,  al¬ 
though  they  were  foreigners.  The  story  indi¬ 
cates  that  they  had  not  been  in  Moab  so  long 
when  Elimelech,  Naomi’s  husband,  died.  The 
two  sons  of  Naomi  married  Moabite  women  who 
were  sisters,  Orpah  and  Ruth.  After  about  ten 
years  the  two  sons,  Mahlon  and  Chilion,  died. 

This  left  Naomi  alone  in  a  foreign  land  with 
only  the  two  daughters-in-law  as  kinsman. 
About  this  time,  also,  Naomi  heard  that  the 
famine  in  Canaan  had  passed.  Stripped  of  her 
immediate  family,  she  decided  to  return  to  Beth¬ 
lehem.  She  made  her  purpose  known  to  Orpah 
and  Ruth. 

When  Naomi  started  on  her  return  journey 
the  daughters-in-law  went  with  her.  She  in¬ 
sisted  that  they  return  to  their  own  home  and 
people  since  she  felt  that  there  was  no  hope  that 
they  might  find  husbands  in  her  country.  Orpah 
reluctantly  took  her  advice  and  returned  home. 
Ruth  gave  voice  to  a  declaration  of  love,  loyalty 
and  allegiance  unexcelled  in  literature.  When 
she  had  finished,  it  is  written  of  Naomi,  “When 
she  saw  that  she  was  steadfastly  minded  to  go 
with  her,  then  she  left  speaking  unto  her.” 

Newcomers  In  Bethlehem 

Our  lesson  subject  is  “Friendliness  For  New¬ 
comers.”  Naomi,  with  Ruth  made  the  journey 
from  Moab  to  Bethlehem  and  there  was  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  people  of  Bethlehem  to  show 
“Friendliness  to  Newcomers.”  While  Naomi 
was  but  returning  to  her  former  home,  Ruth  was 
a  stranger  and  foreigner  in  the  midst. 

The  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  text  tells  us 
that,  when  they  reached  Bethlehem,  all  the  city 
was  moved  about  them.  We  are  not  told  just 
what  the  reaction  of  the  crowd  was  to  the  pres- 
ence-'of  Ruth.  There  seemed  to  be  surprise  and 
implied  sympathy  for  Naomi  in  her  sad  plight; 
if  there  was  the  slightest  action  unfavorable  to 
the  presence  of  Ruth,  no  record  was  made  of  it. 

When  Misfortune  Comes 

For  a  Jewish  mother,  no  greater  misfortune 
could  come  than  the  loss  of  husband  and  sons. 
Naomi  declared  to  those  present,  “I  went  out 
full,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  home  again 
empty.”  She  was  so  different  from  the  happy 
wife  and  mother  who  had  left  for  Moab  ten  years 
before  that  the  crowd  asked,  “Is  this  Naomi?” 
Her  reply  was,  “Call  me  not  Naoma,”  which 
meant  pleasant;  “call  me  Mara”  which  meant 
bitter,  “for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitter¬ 
ly  with  me.”  Nevertheless,  in  the  face  of  this 
great  tragedy  in  her  life,  Naomi  came  back  to 
her  homeland  and  to  the  God  of  Israel. 

Our  reaction  to  life’s  tragedies  may  take  one 
of  three  directions.  We  may  become  embittered 
and  blame  God  and  those  about  us  for  our  mis¬ 
fortune.  That  means  we  will  live  a  very  lonely 
and  unsatisfactory  life  so  long  as  we  are  in  that 
attitude.  Some  accept  misfortunes  stoically  as  if 


fate  alone  determines  their  condition  and  act  as 
if  God  nor  man  nor  themselves  can  do  anything 
about  it.  No  life  can  be  satisfactory  that  con¬ 
siders  its  fate  predetermined  by  forces  outside 
itself.  Others  face  their  misfortunes  with  faith 
and  believe  that  in  some  way  even  their  mis¬ 
fortunes  will  “work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God.”  We  feel  that  Naomi  would  fall 
in  this  latter  group. 

Ruth  Gleans  In  The  Open  Field 

The  Levitical  laws  required  that  the  harvester 
leave  the  corners  of  the  field  and  any  gleanings 
that  fell  in  the  field  “for  the  stranger,  for  the 
fatherless,  and  for  the  widow.”  The  provisions 
was  made  also  that  the  olive  trees  and  the  vine¬ 
yards  were  not  to  be  cleanly  gathered.  Some¬ 
thing  here  also  was  to  be  left  for  the  strangers, 
the  fatherless  and  the  widows. 

Naomi  came  back  to  Jerusalem,  not  only 
bereft  of  her  husband  and  boys,  she  was  without 
means  of  support.  Ruth  proposed,  as  one  in  need, 
that  she  go  into  the  fields  and,  after  the  har¬ 
vesters,  gather  grain  for  food  for  herself  and  Na¬ 
omi.  This  she  was  allowed  to  do,  not  only  by 
Naomi,  but  by  the  owners  of  the  fields  and  the 
other  poor  people  of  the  neighborhood  who  were 
natives.  These  did  not  exclude  Ruth  because  she 
was  a  foreigner. 

The  Revised  Standard  Version  says  of  Ruth, 
“So  she  set  forth  and  went  and  gleaned  in  the 
field  after  the  reapers;  and  she  happened  to 
come  to  the  part  of  the  field  belonging  to  Boaz, 
who  was  of  the  family  of  Elimelech.”  According 
to  the  Jewish  law,  if  a  husband  died  without 
children,  his  brother  or  the  next  of  kin  must 
marry  the  widow  and  raise  up  children  as  heirs 
of  the  dead  husband.  It  was  something  of  this 
character  that  the  Sadducees  had  in  mind  in  the 
question  they  asked  Jesus  about  the  woman  who 
had  seven  brothers  as  husbands,  from  the  oldest 
to  the  youngest,  all  without  children. 

The  Book  of  Ruth  says  that  Ruth  “happened” 
to  come  to  the  part  of  the  field  which  belonged 
to  Boaz.  One  who  reads  the  whole  Book  of  Ruth 
will  likely  get  the  feeling  that  Naomi  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  selection  of  a  place  for 
gleaning  by  Ruth.  With  the  exception  of  one 
person  who  declined  to  exercise  his  rights,  Boaz 
was  the  next  of  kin  to  Elimelech.  A  rather 
strange  courtship,  also  guided  by  Naomi,  took 
place  after  which  Boaz  took  Ruth  as  his  wife. 

The  Question  of  Mixed  Marriages 

Boaz  went  contrary  to  the  general  teachings 
of  the  Jewish  leaders  when  he  made  a  foreigner 
his  wife.  There  were  times  when  Israel  was 
cursed  by  such  marriages.  An  example  was 
found  in  recent  lessons  which  told  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  a  foreigner.  This 
problem  became  very  real  to  many  Americans 
in  World  Wars  1  and  2.  Many  of  our  boys  lo¬ 
cated  on  foreign  soil  became  infatuated  with 
native  girls,  married  them  and  brought  them 
home  to  America  after  the  war.  The  outcome  of 
such  marriages  was  usually  determined  by  char¬ 
acter  rather  than  the  fact  that  two  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  had  married.  Under  normal  con¬ 
ditions  it  is  better  for  one  to  marry  another  of 
the  same  religious  belief  and  of  the  same  station 
in  life  intellectually  and  culturally  as  well  as  of 
the  same  nationality.  In  the  case  of  Boaz  and 
Ruth  however,  the  marriage  of  foreigners  seemed 
to  work  out  beautifully  and  the  world  was 
blessed  as  a  result  of  the  marriage. 

Living  Again  In  Our  Children 

Since  the  Jew  did  not  have  a  very  clear  idea 
of  personal  immortality,  it  was  vitally  important 
to  them  to  have  children  who  could  carry  on  the 
name  of  the  family.  Parents  lived  again  in  their 
chidren.  Ruth’s  child  gave  Naomi  new  hope. 

For  the  Christian  there  is  the  faith  that  he  is 
to  live  again  in  a  better  world  than  this  after 
life  here  is  done.  Such  a  faith  gives  a  sense  of 
security  and  outlook  to  life.  Nevertheless,  the 
Christian  also  wants  to  live  again  in  the  lives 
of  the  children  of  the  home.  Children  should  be 
conscious  of  this  fact. 
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Dr.  Marvin  O.  Sansbury,  a  retired  minister  from  the  Christian  Church 
and  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  in  that  denomination,  conducted  a  course 
at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College,  on  "Under¬ 
standing  the  Bible."  The  course  went  for  two  semesters  and  twelve  accredi¬ 
tations  were  given  for  the  work.  This  is  a  part  of  the  program  of  the  Wesley 
School  of  Religion  which  is  conducted  in  seven  Wesley  Foundations  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  Dr.  Sansbury  is  well  qualified  to  conduct  such  a  course, 
being  well  known  in  the  community  and  having  recently  received  his  Doc¬ 
torate  from  Texas  Christian  University.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he  was 
presented  with  a  set  of  cuff  links  and  tie  clasp  in  sincere  appreciation  of 
his  work.  Willie  Packer,  a  student  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College  and 
member  of  the  class  taught  by  Dr.  Sansbury,  is  making  the  presentation  in 
the  picture. 


Italian  Boy  to 
Attend  Centenary 
On  Scholarship 

Stefano  Gandolfi  of  Home,  Italy, 
will  attend  Centenary  College  dur¬ 
ing  the  1959-60  academic  year  as 
the  first  Italian  youth  to  hold  the 
M.L.  Bath-Rotary  Scholarship. 

The  scholarship,  established  by 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Bath  of  Shreveport  in 
memory  of  her  late  husband,  cov¬ 
ers  all  expenses  for  one  year  and 
also  provides  a  stipend  of  $25  a 
month.  It  is  given  annually  to  an 
outstanding  foreign  student  who 
wishes  to  study  in  the  United 
States,  and  selection  is  made  by  a 
joint  committee  of  Shreveport  Rot¬ 
ary  Club  members  and  college  of¬ 
ficials. 

Gandolfi,  who  will  enter  Centen¬ 
ary  as  a  sophomore  student  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  has  studied  geology  for  one 
year  at  Rome  University.  He  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolando  Gan¬ 
dolfi,  and  his  father  is  an  oil  ge¬ 
ologist.  Gandolfi  has  spent  two 
years  each  in  Colombia,  S.A.,  and 
in  London,  Ontario,  Canada,  al¬ 
though  he  is  an  Italian  citizen  who 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  He  speaks  and  writes  Italian, 
English,  Spanish  and  French. 

He  will  come  to  Centenary  with 
t  h  e  personal  recommendation  of 
John  R.  Murphy,  Shreveport  Ro- 
tarian,  who  became  acquainted 
with  the  Gandolfi  family  and  visit¬ 
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ed  in  their  home  while  on  a  trip  to 
Italy. 

Helena  Spanberg  of  Saltsjobaden, 
Sweden,  held  the  scholarship  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  and  the  previous 
recipient  was  Barteld  van  Lingen 
of  Amersfoort,  The  Netherlands. 
Previous  winners  have  been  from 
Czechoslovakia,  Poland  and  Den¬ 
mark. 

At  Centenary,  young  Gandolfi 
plans  to  continue  his  study  of  ge¬ 
ology.  He  indicated  he  may  remain 
in  the  United  States  to  work  to¬ 
ward  his  master’s  degree. 


12  Centenary  Students  Make  Perfect  uA’s” 


Twelve  Centenary  College  stu¬ 
dents  made  perfect  “A”  averages 
for  the  spring  semester  just  ended 
on  the  Shreveport  campus. 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  said  Shreve¬ 
port  students  who  achieved  the 
highest  possible  average  in  all  work 
for  the  semester  are  Harold  Ray¬ 
mond  Brewster,  Linda  Walters 
Byrd,  Sidney  Lee  Carroll,  Edward 
John  Kozak,  Shirley  Provost  Pled¬ 
ger,  John  Richard  Raush  and  Bob¬ 
bie  Dean  Spearman. 

Out-of-town  students  who  also 
made  perfect  average  for  the  past 
semester’s  work  are  Marcella  Ree 
Flynt,  Baton  Rouge;  Diane  Hollo¬ 
way,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Sarah  Frances 
Liberto,  Plaquemine;  Arthur  Ed¬ 
ward  Minick,  Jr.,  Marshall,  Tex., 
and  Frederick  W.  Schwendimann, 
III,  Coushatta. 

Carole  Ann  Solomon  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Miss,  and  Sara  Allison  Bur¬ 
roughs  of  Shreveport  achieved  av¬ 
erages  of  2.9  of  a  possible  3.00. 
Named  to  the  dean’s  honor  roll  for 
having  maintained  averages  of  2.8 
are  the  following:  Mary  Beth  Bo- 
mar,  Bossier  City;  George  Glenn 
Boyden,  Yeadon,  Pa.;  Truly  Anne 
Drake,  Maplewood;  Frances  Jo  Lit- 
trell,  Plano,  Tex.;  Janice  Butler 


McCarty,  Ringgold;  Elizabeth  Ann 
Snellgrove,  Plaquemine;  A  b  b  i  e 
Terry,  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  and  Albert 
B.  Cooksey,  Jr.,  Penelope  Ruth 
Hawkins,  Zina  Alexandra  Hengy 
and  Frances  Ruth  Velotta,  all  of 
Shreveport. 

Averages  of  2.7  have  been  re¬ 
corded  for  the  following:  Judith 
Ellen  Downs,  R  a  y  v  i  1 1  e;  Joanne 
Johnston  Galvan,  Bossier  City; 
Larry  T.  McKinstry  and  Alice  Joan 
Templeton,  Bastrop;  Marie  Nelson, 
Monroe;  Cecile  Plummer,  Waco, 
Tex.;  Helena  Spanberg,  Sweden; 
Sally  Rae  Ward,  Bossier  City,  and 
Hoyt  Nolan  Duggan,  Marion  Light- 
hall  Ewing,  Cloria  Hope  Gaffney, 
James  M.  Owen,  Carolyn  Vick  Ra¬ 
ley,  Austin  Albert  Sartin,  Stephen 
T.  Victory  and  Donald  E.  Wolfe, 
all  of  Shreveport. 

The  eighteen  students  who 
achieved  averages  of  2.6  are  the 
following:  Jeanette  Louise  DeSad- 
ier,  Waylon  Donald  Griffin,  Jan 
Houchin,  Jeanne  A.  Kelso,  Mary 
Ellen  Murphee,  Patricia  Yvonne 
Owen,  Jane  Aletha  Rhodes,  Judy 
Ellise  Rhodes,  James  Rex  Riley, 
Bryan  Sparks  and  Geneva  Boze¬ 
man  Speights,  all  of  Shreveport. 


Mrs.  Ben  Atchley,  the  former  Lillian  Hay,  has  retired  from  her  position 
of  Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  on  the  Southeastern  Louisiana  College 
Campus.  Mrs.  Atchley  has  been  Director  of  Southeastern's  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  since  1950,  state  director  of  Methodist  student  work  and  a  wonderful 
leader  in  the  religious  life  of  the  campus. 

Mrs.  Atchley  has  been  succeeded  by  a  Southeastern  graduate,  George 
Hess,  of  the  class  of  1 955. 

Commenting  on  her  leaving  the  Wesley  Foundation,  the  retiring  di¬ 
rector  expressed  her  regret  in  leaving  a  group  of  students  as  fine  as  those 
at  Southeastern.  She  further  stated  that  her  leaving  is  certainly  no  sign 
that  she  will  forget. 

In  the  nine  years  Mrs.  Atchley  has  been  director,  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  has  more  than  doubled  in  size.  The  organization  is  now  housed  in  its 
own  $ 80,000  building  adjacent  to  the  campus  which  was  designed  by  the 
director,  and  has  more  than  75  registered ■  members.  SLC  has  one  of  the 
leading  centers  in  the  state. 

One  feature  of  the  center  is  the  offering  of  Bible  classes  as  part  of  a 
four-year  course  of  a  chartered  Wesley  School  of  Religion.  This  past  year, 
11  people  were  issued  degrees  for  understanding  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  They  will  get  credit  from  the  Wesley  School  of  Religion.  The  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southeastern  is  a  charter  member  of  this  school  and  an  ac¬ 
credited  Wesley  Foundation  of  the  Methodist  Church,  having  met  standards 
set  by  the  general  conference. 


JULY  2,  1959 


Page  Nine 


Little  Rock 


DR.  JOHN  W.  JOHANNABER 


Dr.  John  W.  Johannaber  was 
born  in  North  Iowa,  educated  in 
University  of  Omaha,  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Boston  University  from 
which  school  he  received  the 
S.T.B.  and  Ph.D.  degrees.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  S.W.  Missouri  Confer¬ 
ence,  he  was  until  1952  Director  of 
Religious  Life  at  Morningside  Col¬ 
lege,  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Since  then 
he  has  been  professor  of  Bible  at 
National  College,  Kansas  City. 

On  July  1  Dr.  Johannaber  will 
assume  the  duties  as  Dean  of  Scar- 
ritt  College  for  Christian  Workers, 
Nashville. 

During  the  last  six  summers  he 
has  taught  the  U.S.  2’s,  Schools  of 
Missions,  and  Bible  Conferences  in 
Nebraska  and  Oklahoma. 

He  met  his  wife  in  Mexico  as 
she  was  on  her  way  to  South  Amer¬ 
ica  to  serve  as  a  S.A.-3.  They  have 
five  children. 

Dr.  Johannaber  will  teach  the 
Bible  course. 

Miss  Ollie  Leavitt  and  Miss  Mary 
Joce  Horton  will  be  the  platform 
speakers  Wednesday  evening.  Miss 
Leavitt,  a  missionary  to  India,  is 
a  native  of  Nebraska,  and  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Wesleyan  College  there,  and 
Drew  University. 

Since  1931  Miss  Leavitt  has  been 
in  educational  work  in  Gulbarga 
and  Raishur.  Her  last  two  years 
she  was  in  charge  of  the  girls  hos¬ 
tel  with  117  girls,  doing  evangel¬ 
istic  work  and  field  supervision. 
They  raised  their  own  vegetables. 


MISS  OLLIE  LEAVITT 


Conference 


School  Of  Missions,  July  13-17 


GUILD  WEEK-END  —  JULY  11,  12 
ARKANSAS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

COURSES  AND  INSTRUCTORS 

Africa:  Miss  Ruth  Lawrence 

The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and  Country:  Rev.  James  E.  Major 
The  Roll  of  the  United  Nations  in  World  Affairs:  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson 


The  Gospel  of  Luke:  Dr.  John  W.  Johannaber 


MISS  RUTH  LAWRENCE 


Miss  Mildred  Osment 

Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe  will  teach  this  for  the  Guild 


BIBLE  HOUR 

The  Idea  of  God  as  Revealed  in  the  Scripture:  Rev.  George  W.  Martin 


DEPARTMENTAL  CLINICS 

President:  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott 
Vice-president:  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone 
Treasurer:  Mrs.  L.  D.  Crenshaw 
Missionary  Education  and  Service:  Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin 
Christian  Social  Relations:  Mrs.  Edgar  Dixon 
Spiritual  Life:  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft 
Promotion:  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie 
Recording  Secretary:  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry 


Miss  Ruth  Lawrence,  a  native  of 
Alabama,  is  a  graduate  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  College,  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama,  and  of  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers. 

In  1930  Miss  Lawrence  went  to 
Poland  as  a  missionary  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Council  where 
she  served  until  during  the  War 
when  she  was  interned  in  Warsaw 
by  the  Germans  and  sent  to  an  in¬ 
ternment  camp  in  France.  After  a 
year  there  she  returned  to  the 
United  States.  In  the  summer  of 
1946  she  returned  to  Warsaw  to¬ 
gether  with  other  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  stay  until  the  spring 
of  1949  when  it  became  necessary 
for  all  American  missionaries  to 
leave  Poland. 

Miss  Lawrence’s  next  field  of 
service  was  in  North  Africa  where 
she  worked  in  Christian  Social 
Centers  until  the  fall  of  1954  when 
she  was  called  to  serve  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions  to  succeed 
Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon  as  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  for  Africa  and 
Europe  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service. 

Miss  Lawrence  administers  the 
work  of  the  one  hundred  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  Woman’s  Division  in 
Algeria,  Tunisia,  Belgian  Congo, 
Angola,  Mozambique,  Southern 
Rhodesia  and  Liberia. 

Mrs.  Kim  Kiat  Ang  will  be  the 
speaker  Thursday  evening.  She 
comes  from  Singapore,  Malaya,  and 
is  a  teacher  of  sixth  year  students 
in  the  Fairfield  Methodist  Girls’ 
School  in  Singapore. 

These  several  months  in  the  U.S. 
will  interrupt  her  duties  as  a  wife, 
mother  of  an  eleven-year-old  boy, 
vice-president  of  the  District  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  and  as  Spiritual  Life 
Secretary  for  her  local  society. 


Supply  Work:  Mrs.  Walter  Birch 


Registration:  Monday — 12:30-2:30  p.m. 

Opening  Assembly:  2:30 

Chairman:  Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin  Dean:  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone 

Registrar:  Mrs.  E.  D.  Galloway 

MRS.  KIM  KIAT  ANG 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS.  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Dates  For  Schools  of  Missions 


August  17-21:  Louisiana  Conference  Centenary  College 
Registration  Fee  $4.00  by  July  15  to: 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Eubanks 
3149  Woodlawn 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 

August  22-23:  N.  Arkansas  Guild  Week-End,  Hendrix  College 
Registration  Fee  $4.50  to: 

Mrs.  Mabel  Sherin 
1620  Mill 

Conway,  Arkansas 

August  24-28:  N.  Arkansas  Conference,  Hendrix  College 
Registration  Fee  $3.50  to: 

Mrs.  Richard  Steel 
1519  Ash 

Conway,  Arkansas 


Districts  Meet 

The  New  Orleans  District  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  held  their  Execu¬ 
tive  meeting  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
V.  W.  Cothren,  16  Woodlawn,  Met¬ 
airie,  Wednesday,  June  3rd  with  16 
present. 

The  opening  prayer  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Roy  Cauley,  Secretary  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life  and  the  Meditation  was 
given  by  Mrs.  J.  D.  Tillman,  III, 
Secretary  of  Status  of  Women, 
wherein  she  stressed  Membership. 

Mrs.  Carl  Gallaher,  President, 
presided  over  the  meeting  and 
quarterly  reports  were  given  by  all 
Officers  and  Secretaries.  Newly  in¬ 
stalled  Officers  and  Secretaries  at¬ 
tending  their  first  District  Execu¬ 
tive  meeting  were:  Mrs.  E.  E.  Ca- 
yard,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Charles 
Robards,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs. 
George  W.  Rosentreter,  Secretary 
of  Youth  Work;  Mrs.  Tate  Simmons, 
Secretary  of  Supply  Work;  Mrs.  Roy 
Cauley,  Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life; 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Personnel. 

The  Annual  Seminar  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
will  be  held  September  16th  at  Ely- 
sian  Fields  Methodist  Church. 

A  delicious  lunch  was  served  by 
the  hostess,  Mrs.  Cothren. 


“On  May  17,  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  Guilds  met  at  Henderson 
Methodist  Church  for  a  luncheon 
and  business  meeting. 

Mrs.  Edgar  F.  Dixon  was  the  in¬ 
spirational  speaker,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  were  elected  for  1959- 
60: 

District  Secretary,  Miss  Annie 
Winburne 

Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Ger¬ 
trude  Hoover 

Chairman  of  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Service,  Miss  Mary 
Florence  Scobey. 

The  other  chairmen  continuing  to 
serve  are — 

Spiritual  Life  Cultivation,  Mrs.  J. 
O.  Turner 

Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs. 
Christia  Hendricks 

Committee  on  Nominations,  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Biggers.” 


News  In  Brief 

Rev.  Gerald  Fincher,  pastor,  in¬ 
stalled  the  following  officers  of  the 
Bearden  Woman’s  Society  and  MYF 
at  a  Sunday-  evening  service:  presi¬ 
dent:  Mrs.  Wallace  Tucker;  Record¬ 
ing  secretary:  Mrs.  Marvin  Penning¬ 
ton;  treasurer:  Mrs.  Bill  Andrews; 
MYF  officers:  president:  Miss  San¬ 
dra  Black;  vice-president:  Miss 
Charlotte  Abbott;  secretary:  Miss 
Cleo  Nell  Beard;  program  chairman: 
men:  Wendell  Tucker,  Bill  Sullivan; 
Counselor,  Mrs.  Wallace  Tucker. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Ernest  Godfrey  was  installed 
as  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the 
Central  Methodist  Church;  Rogers 
May  28  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  con¬ 
ference  president.  Other  officers 
who  lighted  tapers  were:  Mrs.  Joe 
Bill  Hackler,  vice-president;  and 
Mrs.  Andy  Anderson,  treasurer. 

Mrs.  Gilstrap  sang  a  solo  during 
the  lighting  of  the  tapers.  Mrs.  God¬ 
frey  was  then  presented  a  red  rose 
in  a  treble-cleft  vase,  the  theme  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 

Following  a  cooperative  lunch¬ 
eon,  special  memberships  were  pre¬ 
sented.  Baby  memberships  to  Chris¬ 
topher  S'.  Johnson,  Debra  Sue  Can¬ 
non  and  Laurence  Jefferson.  Junior 
Memberships  were  presented  to  Ce¬ 
celia  Cobb  and  Christa  Jean  God¬ 
frey.  Adult  Memberships  were  giv¬ 
en  to  Mrs.  Louis  Drybread,  Mrs. 
Huenfeld,  Mrs.  Koons  and  Mrs. 


Godfrey.  New  Circle  names  were 

drawn  at  this  time. 

*  *  * 

Officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
and  the  Guild  installed  at  the  Hen¬ 
derson  Methodist  Church,  Little 
•Rock,  May  31  at  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice  by  the  pastor  Rev.  Roland  E. 
Darrow  were:  president:  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Murphy;  vice-president:  Mrs.  Billy 
Peel;  secretary:  Mrs.  W.  S.  Sim¬ 

mons;  treasurer:  Mrs.  Herman  Hen¬ 
ning.  Guild  officers  are:  president, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Patchell;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Bertha  H.  Figley  secretary, 
Mrs.  Callie  Sheets;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
O.  O.  Jeffcoat. 

*  *  * 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Fourth 
Street,  Rector  has  received  Juris¬ 
diction  Recognition  for  the  study 
ISAIAH  SPEAKS.  The  study  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Vann  Hooker. 

♦  *  * 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Melton  was  presented 
a  Life  Membership  by  the  Yellville 
Woman’s  Society.  Mrs.  Ina  Duren 
made  the  presentation,  and  said  that 
Mrs.  Melton  had  seen  the  organiza¬ 
tion  grow  from  a  sewing  and  quilt¬ 
ing  circle  to  its  present  size,  and 
has  been  an  integral  part  having 
held  nearly  every  office. 

The  night  circle  of  the  Holly 
Grove  met  in  May  with  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Dearing  and  June  1  with  Mrs.  Les¬ 
lie  Speck.  Eleven  members  were 
present  for  both  meetings.  Programs 


Mrs.  H.  J.  Crook  (WSG). 

Highland:  Adult — Mrs.  J.  B.  Wade,  Mrs. 

L.  M.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Carrick, 
Mrs.  Rollo  Dupree,  Opal  Major  (WSG), 
Roselle  Beasley  (WSG). 

Hunter:  Adult — Mrs.  Mary  H.  Winburne 
(WSG);  Youth — Paula  Anne  Galusha. 
Little  Rock,  First  Church:  Adult— Mrs.  J. 

M.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  James  Rice,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Harold  C.  Kelly,  Mrs.  John  W. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Woodlief  A.  Thomas,  Mrs. 
I.  I.  Lohn,  Mrs.  George  D.  Millar,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Joe  L.  Snapp,  Mrs.  John  Forgy. 

Lonoke:  Adult — Mrs.  George  Smith,  Mrs. 
Vernon  Coulter,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Comer 
(WSG),  Mrs.  W.  E.  Coats  (WSG). 

Oak  Forest:  Adult — Mrs.  Grace  Harrison. 
Park  View:  Adult — Mrs.  Walter  Newcomb. 
Primrose:  Baby — Janis  Robin  Scott. 
Pulaski  Heights:  Adult — Mrs.  E.  Q.  Keight- 
ley,  Mrs.  Bert  Webb,  Mrs.  Irma  Atwood 
(WSG),  Mrs.  J.  Marion  Adams  (WSG), 
Mrs.  Orlean  Horn  (WSG). 

St.  Luke:  Adult — Mrs.  Elbert  B.  Jean, 
Mrs.  Frank  O.  Bass. 

St.  Paul:  Adult — Mrs.  Leroy  Nelson,  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Whitehorn,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Hogan 
(WSG). 

28th  Street:  Adult — Mrs.  Kenneth  Jones, 
Mrs.  Gladys  Jones;  Baby — Donald  Wayne 
Baer. 

Winfield:  Adult— Mrs.  Charles  Carter,  Mrs. 
R.  M.  McKinney. 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 

Crossett:  Adult — Mrs.  H.  H.  Crow,  Mrs. 
Roy  Dooley,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Croom;  Youth— 
Judith  Diane  Armstrong;  Baby — Jo  Clair 
Jordan. 


Financial  Statement — Little  Rock  Conference 


(Continued  from  last  week) 

El  Dorado  First  Church:  Adult — Mrs.  Carl 
Miller,  Mrs.  I.  H.  Short  (WSG),  Miss 
Faye  Davis  (WSG),  Mrs.  Gladys  Crist 
(WSG).  Baby — Carolyn  Cooksey  (WSG), 
Sammye  Jo  Crawford  (WSG). 

Fairview:  Adult — Rev.  M.  W.  Miller,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Burton,  Mrs.  Dale  Wood,  Mrs. 
Bejnice  Fellers  (WSG). 

Jackson  Street:  Adult — Mrs.  Harrell  White. 
Magnolia  First  Church:  Adult — Mrs.  Eddy 
Johnson.  Baby — Margaret  Ann  Lewis, 
Deborah  Ann  Rogers. 

Marysville:  Baby — Darrel  Richard  Vinson, 
Millissa  Nacoe  Braswell. 

Norphlet:  Adult — Mrs.  H.  L.  Perdue. 
Parker’s  Chapel:  Adult — Mrs.  Gertie 
Campbell. 

Smackover:  Adult — Jane  Frances  Doren. 
Baby — Amelia  Karin  McDonald,  Paul 
Henderson  Primm,  Matthew  David  Al- 
spa4gh. 

Stamps:  Adult — Mrs.  Sidney  F.  Johnson 
(WSG). 

Stephens:  Adult — Mrs.  Frank  Allen.  Baby 
— Lewis  Dawson  Smith,  Paul  Rogers 
Smith. 

St.  Luke:  Adult — Mrs.  Roy  E.  Murphey. 
Youth— Dale  Styles. 

Timothy:  Adult — Mrs.  Effie  Walker,  Mrs. 
Esther  Wilson. 

Vantrease:  Adult — Mrs.  Charles  Thornton 
(WSG),  Mrs.  J.  R.  Sissons  (WSG). 


HOPE  DISTRICT 

College  Hill:  Adult — Mrs.  Allie  Waple,  Mrs. 


Beulah  Cummings. 

De  Queen:  Adult — Mrs.  C.  L.  Leighton, 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Bolding;  Baby — Kim  Arnold, 
Margaret  Eugenia  Malcolm. 

Fairview:  Adult — Mrs.  H.  D.  Ginther. 
Foreman:  Adult — Mrs.  Cecil  Callan;  Baby 
— Kim  Arnold. 

Hope:  Adult — Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore,  Mrs. 

Garrett  Story,  Sr..  Mrs.  Ruby  Atchley. 
Mena:  Adult — Mrs.  John  Barton,  Mrs. 

Charles  Thomas  (WSG). 

Texarkana  First  Church:  Adult — Mrs. 
Paulene  Addison,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGuire, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  McDonald,  Mrs.  Y.  E.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Mrs.  Wayne  Owen,  Mrs.  Frank 
Brown. 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 

Bauxite  :  Adult — Mrs.  Leonard  Anderson, 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Townsend,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Cor¬ 
dell. 

Benton  First  Church :  Adult — Mrs.  Harold 
Baker,  Mrs.  Hubert  Blakley,  Mrs. 
Charles  Neel. 

Capitol  View:  Adult — Mrs.  Kathleen  Whit- 
sell,  Mrs.  Lena  Red  (WSG),  Miss  Hor- 
tense  Norris. 

Carlisle:  Adult — Mrs.  Leslie  Henderson: 
Youth— James  Patrick  Clyburn. 

Douglassville :  Adult — Mrs.  Wallace  Ven¬ 
able,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Young,  Sr.;  Baby— Dan¬ 
iel  Franz  Swaty,  Richard  Edgar  Morris, 
Thomas  Franklin  Scott. 

Geyer  Springs:  Adult — Mrs.  E.  S.  Steven¬ 
son. 

Henderson:  Adult — Mrs.  W.  B.  Simmons, 


Youth  Honored 

On  Sunday,  May  17th,  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  in 
cooperation  with  the  pastor,  honored 
nine  outstanding  Methodist  High 
School  Seniors  with  Special  Life 
Memberships  at  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service.  These  students  were 
selected  by  the  various  circles  in 
an  endeavor  to  enlist  missionaries 
and  full-time  Christian  Workers. 

The  circles  based  their  choice  on 
the  contribution  of  service  each 
student  has  rendered  to  the  Church 
and  Sunday  School.  These  member¬ 
ships  represent  a  sacrificial  gift  of 
money  to  be  used  in  the  honoree’s 
name  for  the  missionary  movement 
of  the  Church. 

In  his  sermon  for  the  evening.  Dr. 
Buddin  challenged  the  students  to  a 
life  of  Christian  service,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  service  Mrs.  Nelson 
Thornton,  president  of  the  Society, 
presented  the  memberships  to  the 
following:  Betty  Jacks,  Barbara 
Milloway,  Nancy  Waters,  Dinah  Up¬ 
ton,  Johnny  Wheeler,  Susan  David¬ 
son,  Elise  Ann  Smith,  Linda  Spain, 
and  Bill  Berry. 


were  presented  in  May  by  Mrs. 
George  McGhehey  and  in  June  by 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Palmer. 


The  May  meeting  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  First  Church,  Van  Buren, 
was  held  at  the  church  with  Circle 
3  hostess  for  morning  coffee.  Mrs. 
Robert  Purefoy  gave  the  devotional, 
Mrs.  Pauline  Faber  spoke  on  Home 
Missions  work.  The  society  voted 
to  help  financially  with  the  student 
work.  Mrs.  Joe  Jeryo  is  student 
secretary.  Names  were  drawn  for 
circles.  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson  is  presi¬ 
dent. 

At  a  morning  service  at  the  Cara¬ 
way  Methodist'Church,  incoming  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  were 
installed  by  the  pastor  Rev.  Charles 
Thompson.  Each  officer  was  given 
a  corsage  by  Mrs.  Bill  Barrett  as 
she  came  to  the  altar.  Officers  are: 
president,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Gregory;  vice- 
president:  Mrs.  Jewell  Latta;  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Harry  Dunavant. 


Fordyce:  Adult — Mrs.  Hugh  Nutt,  Mrs. 
Hugh  Garner,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Gates,  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Stafford. 

Lake  Village:  Adult — Mrs.  G.  A.  Morris, 
Mrs.  J.  McDill. 

Monficello:  Mrs.  R.  E.  Kellum,  Mrs.  Jen¬ 
nie  Dozier,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Willis. 

Newtons  Chapel:  Adult — Mrs.  J.  S.  Smart. 
Portland:  Adult — Mrs.  R.  B.  Newcombe. 
Star  City:  Adult — Mrs.  Rosa  Hundley  Nich¬ 
ols;  Mrs.  Harry  Shannon  (WSG). 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 

Altheimer:  Adult — Mrs.  W.  H.  Townsend. 
Carr:  Adult — Mrs.  John  E.  Pope,  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Piper,  Mrs.  Jewel  Bolin; 
Youth — Kay  Freeman. 

DeWitt:  Adult — Mrs.  George  Leibrock; 

Youth — Patricia  Burke. 

England:  Adult — Mrs.  J.  S.  Henderson, 
Mrs.  Vivian  Adams. 

Goodfaith  :  Adult — Mrs.  Gay  Sheffield. 
Hawley:  Adult — Mrs.  R.  C.  Patten,  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Freeman. 

Lakeside:  Adult — Mrs.  Jake  Sadler,  Mrs. 
B.  C.  Graves,  Mrs.  Bessie  Gregg,  Mrs. 
Harrel  Dunn,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Kirkley,  Mrs. 
Ray  W.  Toler,  Hazel  Harper  (WSG). 
Lodges  Corner:  Adult — Mrs.  J  V.  Kinnedy. 
nedy. 

Pine  Bluff  First  Church:  Adult— Mrs. 
Charles  Scarborough,  Mrs.  Ralph  Mitch¬ 
ell,  Jr.,  Mrs.  George  Heister,  Mrs.  Roy 
Cockran,  Mrs.  Louis  Ramsey;  Youth— 
Lynn  Hill. 

Wesley:  Adult — Mrs.  W.  B.  Walker. 
Stuttgart  First  Church:  Adult — Mrs.  R.  E. 
John,  Mrs.  Guy  Rowland,  Mrs.  Wilfred 
Morgan,  Mrs.  Bill  Hampton;  Baby — 
Cynthia  Rene  Jones. 
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MISS  DAR  LYNN  GILBERT 


Alcohol’s  Role  in 
Juvenile  Delinquency 

An  Essay  By 
Dar  Lynn  Gilbert 
West  Monroe,  Louisiana 


ALCOHOL  is  everywhere! 
Television,  radio,  movies, 
magazines  and  newspaper — 
they  all  depict  the  happy 
drinking  American  way  of  life. 
Everywhere  Alcohol’s  slogans  en¬ 
tice  young  people  to  drink.  Some 
liquor  stores  even  go  so  far  at  the 
Christmas  season  as  to  pass  out  to 
their  customers  and  friends  calen¬ 
dars  with  pictures  of  the  Head  of 
Christ,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  the 
famous  picture  of  Christ  knocking 
at  the  door  of  a  home  with  a  lan¬ 
tern  in  His  hand.  And  under  the 
pictures  are  such  words  as  there: 
“House  of  good  spirits”;  “Buy  by 
the  case  and  save”;  or  “Cash  in  on 
Christ.”  Everywhere  Alcohol  is 
found — at  the  fraternity,  sorority, 
school  dances,  teenage  parties,  even 
at  high  school  football  games. 

Teenage  boys  seem  to  think  that 
others  admire  them  when  they 
brag  of  how  much  liquor  they  can 
hold.  Recently  an  article  in  the 
Monroe  Morning  World  told  of  a 
17-year-old  boy  making  a  $10.00 
bet  with  two  others.  The  bet  was 
that  he  could  drink  a  fifth  of  whis¬ 
key  in  five  minutes.  The  17-year- 
old  won  the  bet;  but  lost  his  life 
in  doing  so.  Young  people  seek 
admiration  from  others,  confidence, 
courage,  excitement,  and  import¬ 
ance.  In  their  ignorance  they  think 
alcohol  can  give  them  these  things. 
Alcohol  is  everywhere  in  youth’s 
environment.  The  liquor  industry 
is  literally  forcing  alcohol  on  young 
people  because  they  realize  that 
today’s  youth  are  their  industry’s 
future.  And  what  a  bright  future 
the  liquor  industry  will  have,  if 
something  is  not  done! 

Juvenile  delinquency  has  become 
a  very  evident  problem  in  America. 
The  fact  that  juvenile  delinquency 
has  increased  100%  since  1939  has 
caused  much  concern  and  investi¬ 
gation  of  its  cause. 

Alcohol’s  role  in  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  is  a  huge  and  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  one.  In  his  pamphlet  en¬ 
titled  “For  God’s  Sake,”  Dr.  Robert 
E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
says:  “It  is  estimated  that  95%  of 
the  young  people  who  get  into 
trouble  have  been  drinking!”  Al¬ 
cohol  weakens  a  person’s  judgment 
and  self  control.  Alcohol  lowers 
one’s  morals  and  his  human  effi¬ 
ciencies.  It  increases  suspicions, 
ill-feelings,  cynicism,  selfishness, 
self-pity,  egotism,  and  accentuates 
immaturity.  Not  only  is  alcohol 
guilty  of  causing  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  -fey  personal  contact;  alco¬ 
hol  is  guilty  of  destroying  homes 
and  communities,  the  very  founda¬ 
tions  of  young  people’s  lives. 

A  young  person’s  environment 
has  a  great  influence  on  him,  for  he 


looks  to  his  home,  his  community, 
school  and  church  as  sources  of 
guidance. 

Young  people,  so  easily  influ¬ 
enced  by  others,  so  eager  to  be 
adults,  to  be  “SOMEBODY,”  look 
to  their  homes  for  ideals  and  exam¬ 
ples.  According  to  Welfare  Com¬ 
missioner  Henry  L.  McCarthy,  10,- 
000  families  are  on  relief  rolls  in 
New  York  City  because  of  alcohol¬ 
ic  fathers.  In  1956,  75%  of  all  beer 
purchases  were  for  home  consump¬ 
tion.  A  Los  Angeles  court  judge 
says:  “There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
consumption  of  alcohol  causes  more 
divorce  litigation  than  any  other 
single  problem  in  America.”  And 
this  judge  adds:  “There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  about  alcohol’s  destructive  and 
lingering  effects  upon  the  solidar¬ 
ity  of  the  home.” 


Miss  Dar  Lynn  Gilbert  was 
First  Prize  Winner  at  Alexan¬ 
dria,  La.,  April  3,  1959,  in  the 
Finals  of  the  Essay-Speech  Con¬ 
test  which  is  sponsored  annually 
by  the  Boards  of  Temperance 
and  Education  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 


The  superintendent  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Children’s  Home  in  North  Car¬ 
olina  gives  this  figure:  83%  of  the 
children  now  entering  these  homes 
come  from  families  broken  by  al¬ 
cohol.  The  results  of  alcohol  in 
homes  are — Youth  without  a  pur¬ 
pose,  Youth  without  a  God,  Youth 
without  guidance  and  understand¬ 
ing. 

Alcohol  is  too  easily  obtained  by 
young  people.  Our  laws  against 
liquor  being  served  to  minors  are 
not  properly  enforced.  Many  par¬ 
ents  think  nothing  of  allowing 
their  children  to  drink  in  order 
that  they  may  learn  to  “hold  their 
liquor  like  gentlemen.” 

Alcohol’s  effects  on  people  are 
not  something  that  has  been  learn¬ 
ed  only  recently.  On  the  contrary, 
those  effects  are  recorded  in  the 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation, 
more  references  being  made  to 
drinking  evils  than  to  any  other 
sin  that  is  named  in  God’s  Holy 
Word.  Alcohol’s  effects  upon  the 
drinker  and  upon  society  were 
known  to  the  ancients  as  they  are 
known  to  people  today.  But  then — 
as  now — they  were  comparatively 
few  who  believed  the  known  facts, 
or  concerned  themselves  seriously 
about  them. 

The  answer  to  this  age-old  prob¬ 
lem  is  found  in  the  youth  of  today. 
For  the  roots  of  alcoholism  are 


found  in  the  youth  of  today. 

You  cannot  stop  a  weed  from 
growing  by  cutting  off  its  top;  you 
must  get  at  the  roots!  Neither  can 
you  destroy  alcohol  by  attacking  it 
only  at  an  adult  level;  we  must 
reach  the  youth! 

Youth  has  lingered  too  long  in 
ignorance  of  alcohol;  and  the  re¬ 
sults  are  increasing  crime,  increas¬ 
ing  accidents,  increasing  juvenile 
delinquency.  In  June,  1956,  Henry 
Lee  Russell,  20,  confessed  to  the 
charge  of  stabbing  a  40-year-old 
woman  to  death  in  a  liquor  store 
hold-up.  The  only  explanation  he 
offered  was,  “If  I  hadn’t  been 
drinking,  I  would  never  have 
thought  of  such  a  thing.”  Alcohol’s 
role  in  our  youth  of  today  IS  causa¬ 
tive  of  juvenile  delinquency. 

By  destroying  alcohol  in  young 
people’s  lives  we  would  have  a 
stranglehold  on  the  liquor  indus¬ 
try.  Yale  University  reports  that 
“twTo-thirds  of  all  alcoholics  began 
their  drinking  habits  in  high 
school.” 

Youth  must  be  educated  as  to 
the  dangers  of  the  first  drink. 
Youth  must  be  taught  the  harmful 
effects  of  alcohol.  There  should  be 
as  much  advertisement  against  liq¬ 
uor  as  there  is  for  it.  We  should 
advertise  a  better  way  of  life.  Too 
many  can  give;  too  many  do  not 
know  how  God’s  love  can  excite 
their  souls,  can  warm  their  being, 
can  give  them  everlasting  courage 
and  confidence.  Too  few  know 
that  only  God  can  make  one  truly 
great  and  important. 

Yes,  alcohol  is  found  everywhere; 
and  God  —  it  seems  —  is  found  too 
often  only  in  churches! 

Alcohol  has  become  an  accepted 
part  of  too  many  homes  and  com¬ 
munities.  Too  many  young  people 
are  led  to  believe  that  alcohol  is 
respectable,  that  it  is  necessary  for 
success,  and  that  it  is  the  good  old 
American  way  of  life. 

Alcohol  attacks  as  insidiously  as 
does  a  disease.  It  strikes  young 
people  hard  because  their  resist¬ 
ance  is  weak.  We  must  build  up 
youth’s  resistance  against  liquor 
with  facts  and  figures.  We  must 
show  them  a  better  way.  We  must 
prove  to  them  that  all  of  the  things 
they  think  they  find  in  liquor  — 
AND  MORE — can  be  found  in  un¬ 
limited  quantity  and  matchless 
quality  only  as  we  seek  to  find 
them  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  not  in 
alcoholic  spirits. 

If  alcohol  were  wiped  out  of 
young  people’s  lives,  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency  would  decrease  in  such 
a  degree  that  it  would  no  longer  be 
a  problem. 


Rev,  R.  A.  Teeter 


at  the  entrance  to  a  divided  section 
of  a  highway.  Such  signs  are  fre¬ 
quently  used  as  necessary  guides 
to  safe  travel.  I  recalled  a  recent 
incident  in  which  a  driver  suddenly 
became  unable  to  translate  such 
signs  into  action.  Some  sort  of 
stroke  caused  him  to  see  things  in 
reverse.  Without  knowing  it  he 
saw  the  right  side  of  the  road  as 
the  left  and  the  left  side  as  the 
right.  He  was  arrested  by  the  po¬ 
lice,  examined  by  physicians  and 
his  case  declared  to  be  a  malfuc- 
tion  of  the  eyes  and  not  careless¬ 
ness  or  indifference  to  the  safety 
of  himself  and  others. 

This  little  word  “right”  has  a  di¬ 
rectional  meaning  in  citizenship, 
morals  and  religion  as  well  as  on 
streets  and  highways.  And  unfor¬ 
tunate  things  begin  to  happen  when 
we  see  values  in  reverse.  Consider 
the  great  range  of  activities  and  at¬ 
titudes  that  we  describe  with  this 
little  word.  We  say  such  things  as: 
“he  voted  right,”  “he  is  right  mind¬ 
ed,”  “the  right  answer,”  “right  in 
heart,  in  motive,  in  purpose,  and 
on  and  on  we  might  go  indefinitely. 
The  concept  of  right  pervades  all 
life — physical,  mental,  political, 
moral  and  spiritual.  That  doesn’t 
mean,  of  course,  that  we  always 
obey  its  dictates.  Too  often  we  an¬ 
swer  the  “keep  right”  signal  by 
turning  left.  Like  the  driver  we 
see  some  things  in  reverse,  for  the 
moment  at  least. 

Why  do  we  say  a  man  is  right 
handed,  like  Lew  Burdette  for  ex¬ 
ample.  We  are  told  that  one  side  of 
the  body,  particularly  the  hand 
gnd  arm,  develop  in  such  a  way 
that  we  can  do  things  better  and 
more  effectively  with  it.  In  most 
people  this  is  what  we  call  the 
right  side.  “The  greatest  value  for 
the  most  people,”  seems  to  be  the 
basis  of  the  idea.  And  the  Creator 
started  it  right  here  in  our  physi¬ 
cal  body  so  we  couldn’t  forget  it. 
And  He  seems  to  say  to  us:  “look 
at  things  of  a  moral  nature  in  the 
same  way — they  are  right  because 
they  are  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  most  people.” 

Confusion  comes  when  people 
see  values  in  reverse,  when  good 
looks  bad  and  bad  looks  good  to 
them.  And  something  may  happen 
somewhere  along  the  way  of  life  to 
give  us  that  “left  handed  slant’ 
without  our  knowing  it.  But  this 
can  be  corrected,  as  that  driver’s 
eye  trouble  was.  Plato  said  that 
the  rightness  of  life  lay  in  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  prudence,  temperance,  for¬ 
titude,  and  justice.  Christianity 
says,  Amen!  to  that  and  adds  three 
others;  faith,  hope  and  love.  These 
are  the  “keep  right”  signs— the  cor¬ 
rectives  that  will  help  us  out  of 
any  spiritual  eye  trouble  that  we 
may  have.  They  are  sometimes 
hard  to  heed  but  nothing  like  as 
hard  as  what  we  may  hit  when  we 
“turn  left”  from  them. 
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Parental  Delinquency 

By  H.  B.  Conner 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 


TODAY,  more  than  ever,  we  need  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  seriousness  of  adolescent 
problems  of  adjustment,  and  of  the  need 
of  careful  and  constructive  guidance  in 
the  rearing  of  our  children.  Today,  more  than 
ever,  children  have  greater  and  more  important 
decisions  to  make  for  themselves,  and  which  in 
many  cases  must  be  arrived  at  without  the  help 
due  to  children  from  their  parents.  Hence  my 
subject  is  PARENTAL  DELINQUENCY. 

The  more  disturbed  the  environmental  con¬ 
ditions  the  greater  the  possibility  of  inadequate 
or  undesirable  development.  The  environment 
in  which  our  children  find  themselves  today  is 
very  much  more  disturbed  than  that  which  we 
experienced  when  we  were  young.  New  in¬ 
ventions  affect  our  way  of  living — even  change 
our  way  of  thinking.  The  history  of  our  civili¬ 
zation  consists  of  an  epitome  of  events  in  the 
perpetual  war  between  evil  and  good.  The 
forces  of  evil  are  easily  recruited  because  of 
robbery,  immorality,  financial  success  in  uneth¬ 
ical  practices,  etc.,  to  which  adolescent  youth  is 
an  easy  prey  with  little  or  no  mental  effort.  On 
the  other  hand  the  forces  of  right  and  justice 
require  an  ambition  fortified  by  a  sincere  de¬ 
termination  after  prayerful  thinking  to  join  in 
waging  constant  war  against  destructive  forces. 
Only  after  we  look  at  our  children  with  the 
mental  conception  that  “To  err  is  human”  can 
we  realize  that  valor,  bravery,  careful  consid¬ 
eration,  parental  love,  and  help  from  God  are 
all  needed  for  the  success  with  our  children. 

There  are  certain  fundamental  truths  which 
must  not  be  overlooked. 

1.  The  new-born  child  is  not  responsible  for 
its  birth. 

2.  The  conditions  existing  at  birth  were  not 
caused  by  the  child. 

3.  Parents  cannot  dodge  the  full  responsibility 
for  their  children. 

4.  As  the  twig  is  bent  so  the  tree  is  inclined. 

5.  God  is  our  refuge  and  our  strength. 

Although  conception  may  not  have  been  in¬ 
tended  yet  the  voluntary  act  of  the  parents  can¬ 
not  be  denied.  And  in  many  cases  child-birth 
before  marriage  is  caused  by  the  failure  of  par¬ 
ents  at  the  proper  time  to  acquaint  children 
with  the  facts  of  nature.  Some  of  our  schools 
have  tried  to  furnish  this  education  or  knowl¬ 
edge,  but  oft  with  undesired  results  because  of 
the  lack  of  paternal  love  and  affection  and  un¬ 
derstanding  on  the  part  of  a  parent  when  con¬ 
sidering  such  weighty  subject,  which  canpot  be 
furnished  by  the  teacher  however  great  may 
be  the  desire.  If  my  remarks  may  result  in  but 
one  parent  giving  a  child  of  proper  age  the 
benefit  of  his  knowledge  on  this  subject  the 
reward  will  be  satisfactory.  Do  not  let  your 
children  blame  you  for  your  failure  as  a  parent 
in  this  respect. 

Social  and  economic  conditions  are  the  re¬ 
sult  of  acts  of  people  prior  to  the  birth  of  a 
child  today.  Prehistoric  man  looked  upon  ev¬ 
ery  other  man  as  his  enemy  and  his  foe,  against 
whom  his  family  was  protected  by  whatever 
arms  he  could  muster.  The  organization  of 
families,  clans,  tribes,  nations  evidence  the  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  truth  that  “alone  we  perish, 
united  we  may  survive.”  Even  a  blind  man 
cannot  help  but  see  the  work  of  the  Great 
Creator  in  giving  evidence  of  his  love  for  all  of 
His  children,  throughout  the  world,  in  allowing 
men  to  work  together  in  unity  and  peace  with 
ever  improving  benefits  to  those  who  may  learn 
to  love  each  other.  By  the  grace  of  God  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  for  us  to  surtotmd  our  churches 
with  armed  guards  during  every  religious  serv¬ 
ice. 

Ever-changing  social  and  economic  condi¬ 
tions  create  problems  for  youths  which  parents 


may  not  dream  of.  Wise  parents  may  ask  their 
children  occasionally  if  they  are  confronted 
about  any  problem  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  correct  decision  with  regard  to  the 
ethics  involved.  Let  us  work  together  toward 
the  love  of  our  neighbor  and  our  fellow  man  so 
that  each  may  realize  there  he  has  a  friend,  and 
not  an  enemy,  as  was  the  conception  genera¬ 
tions  ago. 

To  whom  should  children  have  a  right  to 
look  for  advice  and  guidance?  Certainly  not  the 
State,  as  some  might  say.  That,  too  often,  de¬ 
stroys  the  freedom  of  thought  and  worship — 
and,  if  followed  to  its  logical  conclusion,  to  a 
society  entirely  governed  by  the  State  —  and 
that  is  the  “Welfare  State,”  which  is  identical 
with  “Communism,”  or  “Despotism,”  which  in¬ 
volves  the  slavery  of  mankind  wholly  against 
the  wishes  of  God. 

By  Divine  injunction  every  child  has  the 
right  to  look  to  their  parents  for  advice  and 
guidance.  And  when  we,  as  parents,  realize 
the  seriousness  of  our  responsibility  we  at  the 
same  time  shudder  at  our  appalling  lack  of 
knowledge  and  ability  to  cope  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  accomplishing  the  desired  result.  We 
are  wholly  unprepared.  Since  many  of  us  fur¬ 
nish  our  children  with  shelter,  food,  and  rai¬ 
ment,  and  then  let  them  grow  up  with  desires, 
purposes,  and  convictions  which  are  knowingly 
.or  unknowingly  taught  to  our  children  by  peo- 


This  talk  was  given  by  H.  B.  Conner  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Winbourne  Ave.  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 


pie  away  from  home,  who  appear  to  spend  more 
time  with  our  children  than  we  do,  we  must,  in 
all  sincerity,  give  thanks  to  God,  and  to  our 
fellow-man,  and  become  amazed  with  wonder 
at  the  successful  attitude  toward  life  our  chil¬ 
dren  have  accomplished  in  spite  of  our  failure 
to  do  our  duty  as  parents. 

Henry  van  Dyke  says:  “What  one  wishes 
more  than  anything  else  is  to  feel  that  God 
knows  him  and  cares  what  happens  to  him.” 

We  sometimes  become  vexed  with  the  un¬ 
limited  curiosity  and  imagination  of  children. 
For  parents  or  teachers  to  curb  this  by  lack  of 
attention  or  consideration  may  destroy  the  em¬ 
bryo  of  an  invention  beneficial  to  all  mankind. 
Children — especially  your  children — should  be 
treated  as  growing,  developing,  human  beings. 
A  child  is  not  as  easily  molded  as  a  piece  of 
clay.  He  is  a  living  soul  with  extremely  indi¬ 
vidual  tendencies  which  the  most  dominating 
adult  cannot  change  without  thorough  study 
and  careful  treatment.  The  job  is  easier,  if 
undertaken  earlier  in  life.  The  great  objectives 
of  religion,  such  as  world  peace,  social  justice, 
and  human  brotherhood,  get  their  strongest  im¬ 
pulses  from  homes  in  which  God  is  manifest. 

Sometimes  great  difficulty  is  encountered  in 
getting  the  confidence  of  children.  Those  who 
have  studied  the  problem  tell  us  that  we  should 
let  our  children  become  interested  in  our  proj¬ 
ects,  such  as  gardening,  carpentering,  landscap¬ 
ing,  etc.  Most  children  are  anxious  to  help. 
Parents  should  also  become  interested  in  chil¬ 
dren’s  projects,  such  as  hunting,  fishing,  camp¬ 
ing,  swimming,  picnicing,  etc.  Your  interest  in 
their  activities  is  your  opportunity  for  influ¬ 
ence. 

As  the  twig  is  bent  so  the  tree  is  inclined. 
While  all  of  us  have  seen  a  twig  trained  by  a 
post,  a  rope,  or  prop,  to  grow  in  a  desired  di¬ 
rection,  we  are  slow  to  recognize  that  the  young 


twig  —  or  human  shoot  —  so  to  speak,  on  our 
tree,  is  influenced  not  only  by  the  acts  and  hab¬ 
its  of  parents — but  that  this  influence  is  even 
much  greater  than  it  is  usually  considered  to 
be,  and  by  some  this  influence  is  said  to  give 
more  credit  to  influence  by  heredity  than  it  is 
entitled  to.  Certain  it  is  that  the  parent  who 
accompanies  the  children  to  Sunday  school  and 
church  has  a  greater  and  more  beneficial  influ¬ 
ence  on  children  than  the  parent  who  sends  the 
children.  And  all  other  social  activities  of  the 
parents  are  carefully  studied  by  the  children, 
though  seldom,  if  ever,  do  they  comment 
thereon. 

About  the  time  I  reached  school  age  my 
mother  took  me  with  her  to  a  seamstress  who 
had  an  extremely  bashful  son.  His  mother  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  only  way  she  could  persuade 
her  son  to  mingle  with  visitors  was  to  whisper 
to  him  to  sneak  close  to  the  cloth  in  the  visitor’s 
lap,  suddenly  grab  it  and  bring  it  to  his  mother. 
What  chance  do  you  think  that  child  had  to 
learn  honesty.  Character  grows  by  making  de¬ 
cisions  by  choice — which  requires  the  freedom 
to  choose  between  right  and  wrong.  The  only 
medium  for  swimming  is  water.  The  only  med¬ 
ium  for  flying  is  the  air.  The  only  medium  for 
self-control  is  the  freedom  to  choose  between 
right  and  wrong.  Parents  must  continually 
point  out  the  moral  aspects  of  certain  acts,  but 
leave  to  the  children  the  right  to  make  their 
own  decision. 

God  is  our  refuge  and  our  strength!  As  a 
youth  I  recall  that  one  of  the  popular  resolu¬ 
tions  to  be  discussed  by  debating  societies  was: 
“Resolved  that  heredity  has  a  greater  influence 
upon  life  than  environment.”  We  lived  in  the 
country,  and  the  affirmative  always  won  the 
debate  on  this  subject  because  the  examples  of 
pure-bred  livestock  were  easily  discernable  to 
the  farmers  who  judged  the  debating  ability  of 
the  contestants  whereas  the  effect  of  environ¬ 
ment  on  the  individual  life  cannot  be  so  easily 
photographed.  But  now  that  I  have  passed  three 
score  years  and  ten,  I  marvel  at  the  sober  men 
who  are  model  citizens  though  born  of  habitual 
drunkards,  the  honest  men  who  have  grown 
from  thieving  children  and  even  thieving  par¬ 
ents,  and  other  derelicts  who  have  come  to  our 
shores  from  the  criminal  walks  of  life,  and  see 
the  approximately  150  million  citizens  of  the 
United  States  brought  together  in  a  union  of 
sovereign  states  where  opportunities  are  not 
equalled  elsewhere,  and  where  the  carrying  of 
concealed  weapons,  instead  of  being  essential, 
has  been  outlawed,  where  free  public  schools 
exist  for  all  children,  where  each  individual  is 
entitled  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  own  conscience,  and  where  life  is  on 
such  a  high  plane,  as  judged  by  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments,  with  such  a  degree  of  friendship 
and  brotherly  love  as  is  found  here  in  America, 

I  am  now  convinced  that  environment,  which 
includes  the  activity  of  parents,  has  a  greater 
influence  on  life  than  heredity.  And  this  is  the 
way  that  God  intended  it  should  be.  Otherwise 
how  can  you  account  for  the  tremendous  in¬ 
crease  in  the  percentage  of  our  population  who 
profess  Christianity,  or  its  predecessor,  Juda¬ 
ism?  We  can  manipulate  our  environment  by 
our  own  efforts — which  we  cannot  do  with  our 
inheritance.  Thus  God  has  given  to  each  of  us, 
as  parents,  the  opportunity  to  help  mould  the 
lives  of  our  children  by  proper  environment,  by 
proper  precept  and  example,  thus  having  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  forming  a  life  which  will  give 
us  joy,  our  associates  benefits,  and  a  character 
which  will  be  acceptable  unto  God.  What  great¬ 
er  challenge  could  an  individual  want?  What 
greater  accomplishment  could  be  desired  than 
to  serve  God  and  humanity  by  directing  the 
paths  of  our  children  toward  the  eternal  life 
beyond?  Children  who  are  brought  up  under 
proper  parental  care  and  influence  are  equipped 
with  reverence,  faith,  devotion  to  high  ideals, 
love  of  fellow  man,  and  religion — all  combined 
into  a  human  being  which  will  bring  them  joy 
and  happiness,  satisfaction  and  pride  to  their 
parents,  and  glory  to  God. 

May  God  forgive  us  for  our  sins  of  commis¬ 
sion  and  omission  in  our  previous  neglect  of 
our  children,  and  grant  us  the  determination 
and  ability  under  Thy  divine  guidance,  to  get 
closer  to  our  children  by  getting  closer  to  Thee. 
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Swedish  Methodists 
Stress  Evangelism 

Evangelism  continues  to  be  a 
concern  of  Methodists  in  Sweden, 
and  the  results  are  showing  up  in 
confirmation  classes  and  accessions 
to  membership  in  Swedish  churches. 

Most  of  the  Methodist  churches 
in  Sweden  have  reported  reception 
of  adults  into  membership  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  in  recent  months, 
and  most  have  received  young  per¬ 
sons  into  membership  through  con¬ 
firmation.  classes.  Two  churches  in 
Gothenburg  in  southwestern  Swed¬ 
en  received  10  youths  each  into 
membership  in  confirmation  class¬ 
es  in  May. 

One  method  of  evangelism  Swed¬ 
ish  Methodists  have  employed  this 
spring  has  been  an  evangelistic  cara¬ 
van  by  a  group  of  ministers.  The 
traveling  team  has  “witnessed  for 
Christ  both  in  song  and  in  sermon,” 
reports  the  Rev.  Dr.  Arne- Jacob 
Kristoffersen,  Methodist  news  cor¬ 
respondent  for  Scandinavia. 

In  other  Methodist  news  from 
Scandinavia,  Dr.  Kristoffersen  re¬ 
ports  that  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of 
Norway  drew  200  persons  to  Fred- 

rikstad.  The  MYF  elected  officers  to 
serve  three-year  terms.  Just  out¬ 
side  Fredrikstad,  Methodists  have 
begun  construction  of  a  home  for 
boys  to  be  completed  in  the  spring 
of  1960. 

Of  270,000  children  enrolled  in 
Sunday  schools  in  Norway,  9,500 
are  Methodists.  There  are  72  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  schools  with  581  teach¬ 
ers. 

Dr.  Kristoffersen  reports  that  an 
honor  has  come  to  the  son  of  a 
Norwegian  Methodist  minister.  Kjell 
Holler,  33,  a  civil  economist,  has 
been  appointed  Minister  of  Indus¬ 
try  in  the  Norwegian  Government. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  A.  Holler. 
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Methodist  Mission  Study  Book  for  1959-60 
Is  Now  Available  for  Distribution 

By  Methodist  Information 

The  churchwide  mission  study  book  for  Methodists  for  1959-60,  dealing 
with  the  theme  “Medical  Missions,”  is  off  the  press  and  available  for  distri¬ 
bution  throughout  the  country. 

The  book’s  complete  title  is  The  Church  and  Medical  Missions  in  Africa 
and  Other  Lands,  but  will  be  called  simply  The  Church  and  Medical  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  book  is  believed  to  be  the  first  Methodist  study  text  to  deal 
exclusively  with  medical  missions  and  is  one  of  a  relatively  few  study 
books,  either  Methodist  or  interdenominational,  to  be  devoted  entirely  to 
one  of  the  “functional”  aspects  of  missions  (education,  agricultural,  medi¬ 
cal,  etc.)  Mission  study-books  usually  are  centered  around  a  particular 
geographic  area. 

The  authors  are  Dorothy  D.  and  Harold  N.  Brewster,  a  husband-and- 

wife  team  who  considered  to  know - 

Methodist  medical  missions  more  Hospital  and  the  United  Christian 
intimately  perhaps  than  any  other  Medical  Mission  in  Nepal,  and  with 
two  persons  in  Methodism.  Both  the  future  of  medical  missions. 


chairman  of  local  church  Commis¬ 
sions  on  Missions  and  any  other 
persons  may  order  five  or  more 
copies  of  the  study  book  at  60  cents 
each  from  their  district  missionary 
secretary  or  from  the  Study  Book 
Office,  150  Fifth  Ave.,  .New  York 
11,  N.Y.  The  60-cent  price  repre¬ 
sents  a  20  per  cent  discount  from 
the  regular  single  copy  price  of  75 
cents.  Single  copies  at  75  cents  may 
be  ordered  from  the  district  secre¬ 
tary,  the  Study  Book  Office  or 
branches  of  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House.  Study  books  also  will  be 
available  for  sale  at  regional  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  conferences  and  as¬ 
semblies.  A  guide  for  leaders  and 
teachers  of  the  medical  missions 
course  has  been  prepared,  and  one 
guide  will  be  sent  with  each  order 


were  missionaries  in  China  for  many 
years,  and  Dr.  Brewster  was  a  hos¬ 
pital  supervisor.  Dr.  Brewster  now 
is  medical  secretary  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Missions.  From  1956  to 
1958,  the  Brewsters  helped  to  estab¬ 
lish  Christ  Hospital  in  Sarawak,  the 
first  Christian  medical  institution 
to  serve  the  Ibans  of  that  country. 

Published  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions,  The  Church  and  Medical 
Missions  is  recommended  for  use  in 
every  Methodist  church  as  the  offi¬ 
cial  study  course  for  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation.  It  can  be  used  in  schools 
of  missions,  Sunday  evening  fellow¬ 
ship  groups,  adult  church  school 
classes  and  special  study  groups. 

The  book  tell  the  story  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  healing  ministry  overseas  in 
six  chapters.  The  first  chapter  in¬ 
troduces  the  subject  and  gives  the 
Biblical  basis  for  medical  missions. 
Other  chapters  deal  with  long- 
established  medical  work  in  coun¬ 
tries  such  as  India,  Burma  and  the 
Philippines,  with  pioneering  of  new 
projects  such  as  Sarawak’s  Christ 


One  chapter  is  given  over  entirely 
to  Methodist  medical  work  in  Afri¬ 
ca.  This  is  to  relate  the  Methodist 
study  book  to  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  foreign  mission  study  books 
on  Africa  (published  by  Friendship 
Press). 

As  in  past  years,  district  mission¬ 
ary  secretaries  will  serve  as  distri¬ 
bution  agents  in  their  districts  for 
the  Methodist  study  book.  Pastors, 

Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 

Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

615  MAIN  STREET 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

“Internationally  known 
specialists” 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet 
every  need.  Quality  workmanship  guar¬ 
anteed.  Write  for  illustrated  price 
folder. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

106  No.  Stone  Ave.  Greenwood,  Miss. 


St.  OUACHITA 

MOUNTAINS 
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Rest  and  relax1  Swim  in  our  beautiful  pool— Hot  Spring’s  only  outdoor 
temperature  controlled;  year  around  pool.  Social  Hostess.  Beautiful  scen¬ 
ery,  excellent  fishing,  all  types  of  boating — Lakes  Catherine,  Hamilton  and 
Ouachita  Golf  at  our  nearby  Country  Club  Famed  for  fine  food. 

Take  this  opportunity  to  pep  up  and  improve  your  health  with  the 
world-famous  thermal  baths  Find  relief  for  nervous  tension,  aching  mus¬ 
cles  and  stiff  joints  even  rheumatism  and  arthritis.  You  can  go  from 
your  room  in  robe  and  slippers  to  the  bathhouse  in  hotel.  Hot  Springs  is 
America's  only  health  resort  with  natural  thermal  waters  under  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  Dir  of  Nat’l  Pk  Service,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Interior. 

The 


SFMTMINTS  A  LANAI  AUITAS 


HOTEL  A  BATHS 


DOOMS  and  APARTMENTS 
from  $4.50  to  $25  o  day 


LODGE  OH  LAKE  HAMILTON 
of  Majestic  guests 


Write  Wire  or  Phone  W  L  Wolfe  Mgr. 

MAJESTIC  HOTEL 


HEALTH 

SPECIAL  x 

7  DAYS  3  MEALS  5- 

(SIX  NIGHTS)  A  DAY_A-A^ 
Including  THERfUl  BATHS 


You 


budge! 


$59*  per  person,  two  in  4  room  (Single  $68*)  provides  mini¬ 
mum  rate  air-conditioned  double  room  at  $3  per  day,  per 
person  You  can  budget  3  meals  for  $4.35  per  day  or  loss  and 
6  Thermal  Baths  for  $10.55.  *Stata  sales  tei  additional 

No  room  charge  for  children  under  14 
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Obituary  News  in  the 

IN  MEMORY  OF  World  of  Religion 

REV.  A.  N.  YOUNGBLOOD  By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  family  farm  is  the  most  de- 
Who  left  this  life  March  12,  1959.  sirable  pattern  of  agriculture  and 
Daddy  dear  you  were  not  perfect  the  place  where  the  rural  family 
as  here  on  earth  you  trod  has  its  best  expression  as  a  basic 

But  you  told  me  of  the  Savior  and  unit  in  society,  the  Rev.  John  B. 

you  were  acquainted  with  God.  Howes,  professor  of  rural  church  at 
You  were  not  great  here,  as  the  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  told 
world  would  count  success  the  House  subcommittee  on  family 

But  you  led  others  to  Jesus  and  farms.  Urging  the  creation  of  a  Con- 
knew  true  Christian  happiness.  gressional  Commission  on  Country 
Daddy  you  were  a  poor  man  in  the  Life,  Prof.  Howes  said  that  churches 
things  of  this  earth  are  alert  to  the  need  to  preserve 

But  you  proclaimed  the  blessed  rural  community  life  and  would 
story,  and  had  the  new  birth.  welcome  the  research  and  guidance 
You  spent  your  days  in  the  service  0f  a  congressional  commission. 


The  Ambassadors  Quartet,  com¬ 
posed  of  four  young  Methodist  lay¬ 
men  from  Southern  Rhodesia,  Af¬ 
rica,  will  make  a  10-month  tour  of 
the  United  States  beginning  June  29. 
Sponsored  by  the  Rhodesia  Annual 
Conference  in  cooperation  with  the 
Board  of  Missions,  the  goodwill  am¬ 
bassadors  will  bring  the  folk  music 
and  hymns  of  their  homeland.  Cli¬ 
max  of  the  tour  is  expected  to  be 
an  appearance  at  the  1960  General 
Conference  in  Denver,  Colo. 


The  “Award  of  Distinction”  giv¬ 
en  annually  by  the  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Cornell  University  Medical 
School  was  conferred  this  year  on 
Dr.  Ida  S.  Scudder,  founder  and 
for  Christ  our  Lord  and  King 
You  preached  to  the  lost  and  to  the 
bereaved  did  comfort  bring. 

You  helped  those  less  fortunate  in 
every  way  you  could 
And  told  them  of  the  Savior  who  is 
so  great  and  good 
Now  you’ve  gone  to  heaven  to  be 
with  the  blessed  Lord, 

Where  we  can  meet  you  soon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  His  Word. 

I  thank  God  for  you  Daddy,  as  you 
and  Mother  led  the  way 
To  the  blessed  Savior,  with  whom 
we’ll  spend  an  endless  day. 

Written  by  a  daughter. 

Finished  April  12,  1959. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Rowland. 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT  LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE, 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

BOND  ISSUE 

OFFERED  FOR  SALE 

Bonds  of  $250.00  and  $500.00  denominations  maturing  as  follows: 
$1500  in  1969;  $1500  in  1970;  $2000  in  1971  and  each  year  thereafter 
through  1978;  and  $23,000  in  1979. 


Bonds  approved  by  Mehaffy,  Smith  and  Williams,  Attorneys  at  Law, 
Boyle  Building,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Trustee  for  Bond  Issue  is  Elk  Horn  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  Arkadelphia, 
Ark. 


Bonds  secured  by  first  mortgage  on  new  Wesley  Foundation  Building, 
Arkadelphia;  Plus  first  mortgage  on  Arkadelphia  District  Parsonage; 
Plus  a  pledge  from  the  various  Churches  in  the  Arkadelphia  District 
of  $4082.  yearly  to  service  the  Bonds. 


Interested  Persons  Should  Contact: 

A.  C.  STONE,  DISTRICT  TREASURER 
%ELK  HORN  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
ARKADELPHIA,  ARKANSAS 

Office-Chapel  6-5811  Home  Chapel  6-2923 


“J '  V*" 


PEW 


Comfortaoie  -  Durable  -  .Reversible  ■  available 
m  25  harmonizing  Colors. 


Cool,  sanitary,  beautiful  foam  pew 

cushions  by  L.  L  Sams  &  Sons  The  modern 
way  to  assure  comfort  Write  for  free  brochure 
No  "D-2." 
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WACO,  TEXAS 


former  director  of  Christian  Medi¬ 
cal  College  and  Hospital,  Vellore, 
India.  Now  in  her  eighty-ninth 
year,  Dr.  Scudder  is  confined  to  her 
wheel  chair  as  the  result  of  a  hip 
injury  sustained  in  a  fall  last  De¬ 
cember.  Dr.  John  S.  Carman,  a 
fellow  Cornell  Medical  School 
graduate  and  present  director  at 
Vellore,  made  the  presentation  of 
the  citation  “in  recognition  of  her 
notable  contribution  to  medical 
education,  public  health  and  inter¬ 
national  understanding.” 


The  Norwalk  (Conn.)  Ministers 
Association  is  setting  up  a  “Friendly 
Town”  in  their  community  for  un¬ 
derprivileged  children  from  other 
cities.  Under  the  New  York  Herald- 
Tribune’s  Fresh  Air  Fund,  children 
from  New  York  City  are  sent  to 
“Friendly  Towns”  in  Connecticut 


YOUR  SAVINGS  EARN  MORE! 

ALSO!  LIST  OF 
SO  HICHEST-RATE 
FED.  AGENCY  INSURED 
SAVINGS  ASSNS. 

Ball  ad  tor  details  —  Iasi  call! 
INVESTORSERVIC^ 

JA  11  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York 
LA  4-7565  •  a  FREE  service 

Free  gifts!  •commercially 


and  twelve  other  states  for  two- 
week  visits  as  guests  of  families  in¬ 
viting  them.  Children  from  the 
Church  of  All  Nations  and  other 
settlement  house  churches  in  New 
York  recommend  children  from 
their  parishes.  The  general  program 
has  been  in  existence  for  several 
years. 

If  you  were  born 
before  1900 . . . 

...  let  us  tell  you  how  you  can 
still  apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insur¬ 
ance  policy  (for  people  up  to  age 
80)  so  that  you  can  help  take  care 
of  final  expenses  without  burden¬ 
ing  your  family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transac¬ 
tion  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  obli¬ 
gation.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  4900  Oak,  Dept.  L707C,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 


Enhanced  by  the  Beauty  of 
Laminated  Wood  Arches  from 
Registered  ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE 


Exposed  timber  framing  adds  a  powerful  note  to 
the  integrity  of  this  design.  Here  again  is  evidence 
of  the  magnificent  use  of  wood  in  modern  archi¬ 
tecture  in  its  purest  functional  elements.  No  other 
material  expresses  so  fully  the  designer's  creative 
portrayal  of  deep-rooted  spiritual  symbolism.  No 
other  material  is  so  friendly  to  limited 
budgets.  . 

This  Big  is  Your  G  uarantee 

of  Dry ,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  •  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Easily  one  of  the  most  important  and  eye-catching 
figures  at  the  recent  session  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  was  Master  Mark  Matthews,  the  young 
son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Matthews,  commissioned 
missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Young  Mark  is 
shown  here  with  his  mother,  the  former  Miss  Patricia 
Hunter  of  Arkadelphia.  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews  and  his 


family  will  leave  next  week  for  New  York  where  they 
are  scheduled  to  leave  in  mid-July  for  Brussels,  Belgium 
where  they  will  spend  several  months  in  language 
study,  preparatory  to  taking  up  their  assignment  in  the 
Belgian  Congo.  Mrs.  Matthews  and  young  Mark  are 
shown  visiting  with  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  session. 


‘Upper  Room’  Daily 
Devotions  Being 
Broadcast  Overseas 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Upper 
Room,  daily  devotions  are  now  on 
the  Armed  Forces  radio  network, 
which  extends  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  world  outside  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  United  States. 

The  radio  devotions  are  recorded 
by  the  Upper  Room  Radio  Parish. 
They  consist  of  the  reading  of  the 
material  in  The  Upper  Room  with 
a  background  of  organ  music. 

“We  believe  this  will  extend  the 
ministry  of  The  Upper  Room  in  a 
wide  new  area,”  said  the  Rev.  Leslie 
J.  Ross,  Nashville.  He  is  director  of 
the  Upper  Room  Radio  Parish  and 
a  staff  member  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism,  which 
publishes  The  Upper  Room. 

The  Upper  Room  is  a  daily  de¬ 
votional  guide  published  for  inter¬ 
denominational  use,  and  more  than 
half  the  circulation  is  outside  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 


Tell  Right  from  Wrong 

Washington,  D.C.  (MI)— “How 
can  you  tell  right  from  wrong?” 

A  new  film  aimed  at  helping 
young  people  answer  this  ques¬ 
tion  has  just  been  released  by  the 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Temperance. 

The  16  mm.  film,  “What  You 
Ought  to  Want,”  features  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
of  Washington  in  a  blackboard 
lecture  on  how  experience,  his¬ 
tory  and  faith  can  be  utilized  in 
making  Chrisitan  decisions. 

Bishop  Oxnam,  formerly  presi- 
den  of  DePauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Ind.,  and  the  author 
of  numerous  books,  is  a  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  14-minute  film,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  discussion  guide,  is 
being  distributed  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House.  It  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Methodist  Televi¬ 
sion,  Radio  and  Film  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Washington  Area. 


Methodist  Tourist 
Map  Now  Available 

A  U.S.  Methodist  tourist  map  is 
being  issued  for  the  convenience  of 
members  who  would  like  to  visit 
Methodist  institutions  on  or  near 
the  highways  over  which  they  trav¬ 
el  on  vacation  trips. 

Four  general  agencies  of  the 
church  are  cooperating  with  The 
Methodist  Story,  740  Rush  Street, 
Chicago,  which  is  issuing  the  map. 
The  cooperating  agencies  are:  The 
Division  of  National  Missions  and 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
The  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes, 
and  the  Division  of  Educational  In¬ 
stitutions  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Greenwalt, 
business  manager  of  the  Methodist 
Story,  said  that  this  is  the  first  time 
The  Methodist  Church  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  U.S.  map  which  locates  all 
the  church’s  institutions  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  major  highways.  The  copy¬ 
righted  scale  map  lists  888  Method¬ 
ist  institutions  in  the  50  states,  in- 


Temperance  Leader 
Protests  Series  Of 
Beer  Advertisements 

Washington,  D.C.  (MI) — A  Meth¬ 
odist  temperance  leader,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  has  pro¬ 
tested  to  government  authorities 
that  a  series  of  magazine  advertise¬ 
ments  violates  federal  regulations 
by  implying  that  beer  is  “good  for 
you.” 

Dr.  Hooton  is  general  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  here,  and  president  of  the  In¬ 
terdenominational  Committee  on 
Alchohol  Problems. 

In  a  letter  to  Dwight  E.  Avis,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Alcohol  and  Tobacco 
Tax  Division  of  the  U.S.  Treasury 
Department,  Dr.  Hooton  charged 
that  the  advertisements,  sponsored 
by  the  U.S.  Brewers  Foundation, 
are  “dangerously  misleading”  be¬ 
cause  they  suggest  beer  has  “cura¬ 
tive  or  therapeutic  effects.” 

Dr.  Hooton  said  the  ads  are  ap¬ 
pearing  on  a  rotating  basis  in  Life, 
Look  and  The  Saturday  Evening 
Post. 

One  of  the  ads  which  he  cited  as 
“unfair,  unethical  and  untrue,”  de¬ 
picts  a  fishing  scene  alongside  a 
glass  of  foaming  beer  with  the  cap¬ 
tion,  “Good  for  you!” 

Dr.  Hooten  said  the  trade  journal, 
Advertising  Age,  questioned  the 
ethics  of  the  ad  by  commenting:  “In 
context  it  refers  to  the  good  work 
done  by  the  fishermen  in  the  illus¬ 
tration,  although  to  others  it  might 
imply  that  beer  is  ‘good  for  you’.” 

He  added  that  the  magazine  also 
reminded  brewers  that  “In  the  past 
any  mention  of  the  therapeutic 
value  of  beer  has  been  forbidden  by 
the  Federal  Alcohol  Administration 
Act.” 


eluding  hospitals,  homes,  colleges, 
mission  projects  and  points  of  spe¬ 
cial  Methodist  interest.  It  also  lo¬ 
cates  all  national  boards  and  area 
and  conference  headquarters. 

Printed  in  four  colors,  the  map 
is  29  by  42  inches  and  is  available 
in  folded,  glove-compartment  size 
or  flat,  suitable  for  wall  display. 

The  map  was  released  June  15. 
It  may  be  purchased  from  The 
Methodist  Story  or  the  nearest 
branch  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 


Washington,  D.C.  (RNS) — Legis¬ 
lation  aimed  at  curbing  the  prac¬ 
tice  among  smut  peddlers  of  adver¬ 
tising  that  the  Post  Office  Depart¬ 
ment  is  about  to  take  enforcement 
action  against  them  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  Congress  by  Rep.  Harold 
R.  Collier  (R.-Ill.). 

Mr.  Collier’s  bill  would  provide 
that  “representation  in  advertise¬ 
ments,  by  mail  or  otherwise  .  .  . 
that  the  matter  or  thing  being  of¬ 
fered  is  unmailable,  or  soon  to  be 
declared  unmailable,  or  unlawful, 
or  any  representation  intimating 
unlawfulness”  shall  be  deemed 
prima  facie  evidence  that  it  is,  in 
fact,  unmailable. 


Roy  L.  Smith  Says  World  Cannot  Ignore  Birth  Control 


REDLANDS,  Calif.,  (MI) — The  Christian  church — 
at  least  the  Protestant  wing — cannot  ignore  the  problem 
of  birth  control  much  longer,  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith  told 
2,000  Methodist  women  today  at  the  University  of  Red¬ 
lands. 

The  white-haired  73-year-old  churchman,  former 
editor  of  the  old  Christian  Advocate,  said  Christian 
women  must  give  prayerful,  sober  attention  to  the 
problem  soon. 

“Is  it  any  more  immoral  to  prevent  babies  from 
being  born,  than  it  is  to  bring  them  into  a  world  where 
we  know  they  will  starve?”  he  asked. 

Dr.  Smith  spoke  to  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  at  the  109th  session  of  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia-Arizona  Conference. 


He  quoted  United  Nations  and  independent  studies 
as  showing  that  the  world’s  food  situation  today  is 
worse  than  in  1938.  For  75  per  cent  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  there  is  15  per  cent  less  food  per  capita  now 
than  the  year  before  World  War  II.  And  by  January  1, 
2000,  the  world  will  have  at  least  4  billion  mouths  to 
feed. 

Other  dangers  from  the  world’s  exploding  popula¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Smith  pointed  out,  are  more  government  regu¬ 
lation,  increasing  lawlessness,  and  a  breakdown  in 
morality. 

“The  closer  people  live  to  one  another,  the  more 
rules  they  must  have.  It  takes  far  more  Christian  grace 
to  live  within  15  feet  of  another  family,  than  it  does  to 
live  within  half  a  mile.” 
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Pictured  above  are  Pineville  officials  breaking  ground  for  new  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

At  Pineville 

Construction  Begins  For  New  Sanctuary 


Ground  Breaking  Ceremonies  for  the  erection  of  a  sanctuary  for  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville,  were  conducted  Sunday,  June  28,  on 
the  church  grounds. 

The  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District.  He  was  assisted  by  Rev.  John  F. 
Kilpatrick,  pastor  of  the  Pineville  Church. 

Those  taking  part  in  the  ceremony  were  as  follows:  John  C.  Rogers, 


representing  the  congregation; 
Charles  Cantrell,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board;  C.  Errol  Barron, 
representing  the  architects;  J.  E. 
Ratcliff,  contractor  for  the  new 
sanctuary;  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend, 
Jr.,  representing  the  District;  John 
U.  Dale,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee;  J.  B.  Atkins,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Church  School;  Mrs. 
Fred  Richards,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  E.  T.  Cowell,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men,  and  Paul  R.  Taylor, 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  July  16-25  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


July  16  . Hebrews  12:18-29 

July  17  . Hebrews  13:  1-  6 

July  18  . Hebrews  13:  7-16 

July  19  . Hebrews  13:17-25 

July  20  . James  1:1-8 

July  21  . James  1:  9-18 

July  22  . James  1:19-27 

July  23  . James  2:  1-  7 

July  24  . James  2:  8-17 

July  26  . James  2:18-26 


R.  E.  Prichard,  Fred  Tannehill, 
members  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee. 

The  new  sanctuary  will  seat  four 
hundred  and  eighteen  persons.  It 
will  have  a  pastor’s  study,  a  hall 
joining  it  to  the  present  building 
and  a  special  (sound-proof)  nurs¬ 
ery. 

The  new  sanctuary  will  be  in  front 
of  the  present  worship  room  of  the 
educational  building.  It  will  face 
Donahue  Ferry  Road,  leaving  a  large 
part  of  the  beautiful  lawn  of  the 
church.  Work  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  January,  1960. 

Youth  Caravan  At 
Work  In  Louisiana 

A  Methodist  Youth  Caravan  is 
visiting  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  Caravan  is  compiled  of  four 
college  students  and  an  adult  coun¬ 
selor,  who  spend  eight  weeks  of 
the  summer  working  with  local 
church  groups.  The  Caravan  pro¬ 
vides  study,  worship,  and  recreation 
every  evening  for  young  people, 
ages  12  through  23.  The  members  of 
the  caravan  visiting  in  Louisiana 
hail  from  5  different  states.  They 
are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Mary  Frances 
Estes,  Counselor,  and  instructor  of 


Large  State  Group  To  Attend  Nat’l  Meet 

Convocation  On  Town  And  Country  Meets  Next  Week  In  Kansas 

Thirty-two  Louisiana  Methodist  leaders  will  be  among  the  more  than 
1,200  expected  to  attend  the  fourth  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country 
Conference  which  will  be  held  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  21-24,  according  to 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Carter  of  Covington,  chairman  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Commission  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  conference  is  being  called  by  the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and 
is  being  sponsored  by  eight  Methodist  general  agencies.  Bishop  Edwin  E. 
Voigt  of  Aberdeen,  S.D.,  is  general  chairman  of  the  conference. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference,  as  has  been  stated,  is  “to  develop  a  more 
effective  strategy,  more  effective  patterns  of  procedure  and  organization  in 
the  community,  more  effective  local  church  programs  through  the  commis- 

- — -  sions,  and  more  effective  leadership 

training  for  town  and  country 
churches  in  Methodism  throughout 
the  world.” 

Principal  sessions  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  in  the  Broadview 
Hotel.  The  conference  will  feature 
a  number  of  discussion  groups  which 
are  scheduled  to  be  held  in  the  First 
Methodist  and  First  Baptist  church¬ 
es  in  Wichita. 

Four  major  topics  are  being  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  following  leaders: 
“The  Town  and  Country  Church 
Considers  Its  Nature,  Purpose  and 
Message,”  Professor  M.  Wilson  Nes¬ 
bitt  of  Duke  University,  Durham, 
N.C.:  “Methodist  Organized  to  Face 
the  Challenge  oPfTown  and  Coun¬ 
try,”  Professor  Marvin  T.  Judy  of 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas;  “Town  and  Country 
Church  Leadership  in  a  Changing 
Society,”  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard, 
staff  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and 
“The  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Changing  Community,”  Professor 
Rockwell  C.  Smith  of  Garrett  Bibli¬ 
cal  Institute,  Evanston,  Illinois. 

A  series  of  resource  clinics  on 
more  than  a  score  of  topics  have 
been  planned,  under  the  direction 
of  Professor  Herbert  E.  Stotts  of 
Boston  University  School  of  The¬ 
ology. 

A  dinner  meeting  of  the  Method- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


Meth.  Evangelistic 
Mission  To  Malaya, 
Philippines  Leaves 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Two  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Evangelism  here,  Dr.  Harry  Den¬ 
man  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning 
Potts,  and  ten  other  American  Meth¬ 
odists  left  this  country  July  1  on  an 
evangelistic  mission  to  Malaya  and 
the  Philippines. 

physical  education  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana;  Jo¬ 
anne  Young,  Raymond,  Minn.;  Mar¬ 
tha  Vance  Timmerman,  Granite- 
ville,  South  Carolina;  Doris  Fricke, 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  LaRue  Ensor, 
Attica,  Iowa. 

The  Caravan  team  has  visited  Ab¬ 
beville,  Broadmoor  church  at  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Eunice.  They  will  visit 
Welsh,  DuBach,  and  Jonesboro  in 
succeeding  weeks. 

This  Caravan  is  one  of  22  such 
teams  of  young  people  who  will  be 
Working  in  as  many  states  this  sum¬ 
mer.  The  Methodist  Youth  Caravans 
are  a  project  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 


k '  i  :  j  .  ,  -L 

1 

fc±JL  a 

Missions  Leader  Says 
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By  Methodist  Information 

If  coming  events  really  do  cast 
their  shadows’before  them,  then  the 
1960  presidential  campaign  is  un¬ 
likely  to  achieve  the  “religious 
goodwill”  which  many  politicians 
are  advocating. 

Two  recent  shadows,  cast  by 
church  newspapers,  are  being  noted 
by  observers  of  the  political  scene: 

The  Catholic  Standard,  weekly 
newspaper  of  the  Washington  Arch¬ 
diocese,  protested  plans  for  a  Ma¬ 
sonic  ceremony  in  the  July  4  cor¬ 
nerstone  laying  of  the  Capitol’s  new 
East  Front. 

The  weekly  Methodist  Christian 
Advocate  (Alabama  and  West  Flor¬ 
ida)  criticized  Alabama’s  Gov.  John 
Patterson,  a  Methodist,  for  support¬ 
ing  Sen.  John  Kennedy,  Democrat 
of  Massachusetts,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
for  President. 

*  *  * 

In  a  front  page  editorial,  the  Cath¬ 
olic  paper  implied  that  “Masonry 
is  a  form  of  religion,”  and  asked 
“Why  should  this  one  religious 
group  be  granted  the  right  to  dedi¬ 
cate  a  public  building?” 

Government  officials  explained 
that  the  ceremony  was  planned  to 
follow  precedent.  Masons  partici¬ 
pated  in  George  Washington’s  lay¬ 
ing  of  the  original  Capitol  corner¬ 
stone  in  1793,  and  in  President  Filli- 
more’s  laying  of  the  cornerstone  for 
the  present  House  and  Senate  wings 
iin  1851. 

President  Eisenhower,  not  a  Ma¬ 
son,  is  due  to  lay  the  East  Front 
cornerstone,  but  he  will  not  join  in 
the  Masonic  rites. 

*  *  * 

Editor  T.  P.  Chalker  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  paper  warned  that  Gov.  Pat¬ 
terson  “will  discover  to  his  sorrow 
that  the  people  of  Alabama,  whose 
attitudes  are  basically  Protestant, 
do  not  intend  to  jeopardize  their 
democratic  liberties  by  opening  the 
doors  of  the  White  House  to  the 
political  machinations  of  a  deter¬ 
mined,  power-hungry  Romanist 
hierarchy.” 

His  editorial  praised  Sen.  Ken¬ 
nedy  as  “undoubtedly  brilliant,  suc¬ 
cessful  and  courageous,”  but  ex¬ 
pressed  the  belief  that  pressure  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierachy  “would 
be  more  than  he  could  withstand.” 

Gov.  Patterson,  who  is  expected 
to  lead  the  Alabama  delegation  to 
the  1960  Democratic  convention,  an¬ 
nounced  his  support  of  Sen.  Ken¬ 
nedy  shortly  after  a  recent  visit  to 
Washington. 

*  *  * 

Earlier,  another  Catholic  weekly, 
The  Evangelist  of  Albany,  N.Y., 
blasted  the  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  for  interviewing  Sen.  Ken¬ 
nedy  and  other  government  leaders 
at  the  bishops’  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Washington. 

In  an  editorial  titled  “Un-Amer¬ 
ican  Bigotry,”  the  Catholic  paper 
implied  that  “the  impertinence  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  brazenly  evidenced  by 
the  group’s  interview  with  Wash¬ 
ington  leaders  and  prospective  pres¬ 
idential  hopefuls,”  might  be  “the 
tip  off  to  an  impending  ‘Holy  War’ 
against  any  Catholic  who  would  pre¬ 
sume  to  be  a  Presidential  candi¬ 
date  .  .  .” 


Dr.  Win,  E,  Brown,  Executive  Director  of  the  Christian  Civic 
Foundation,  presents: 

Some  F acts  About  Drinking  and  Driving 

From  The  National  Safety  Council 

1.  A  drinking  driver  was  involved  in  at  least  30%  of  all  fatal  traffic  accidents 
during  1956. 

2.  22%  of  the  adult  pedestrians  killed  during  1956  had  been  drinking. 

3.  Special  holiday  studies  by  the  National  Safety  showed  that  55%  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  season  fatal  accidents  involved  a  drinking  driver. 

4.  48%  of  the  Labor  Day  (1956  Labor  Day  week  end)  fatal  traffic  accidents  in¬ 
volved  a  drinking  driver. 

5.  In  many  accident  cases,  the  fact  that  a  driver  has  been  drinkink  is  not  re¬ 
corded  and  is  never  entered  in  the  driver’s  official  record. 

6.  In  spite  of  past  and  present  efforts  to  increase  safety  education  and  traffic 
enforcement  too  many  drinking  drivers  are  still  operating  on  our  streets 
and  highways. 

7.  The  social  drinkers  are  a  greater  menace  than  commonly  believed,  as  their 
critical  Judgment  is  impaired  with  a  fairly  low  alcohol  concentration  and 
they  outnumber  the  obviously  intoxicated  drivers. 

8.  Drinking  to  any  extent  reduces  the  ability  of  any  driver. 

9.  Small  amounts  of  alcohol  reduce  self-control  and  driving  ability. 

10.  Alcohol  is  not  a  stimulant  and  is  classified  medically  as  an  anesthetic. 

11.  Loss  of  Judgment  and  the  capacity  for  self-criticism  occurs  before  obvious 
symptoms  of  intoxication. 

12.  It  takes  at  least  three  hours  to  oxidize  (eliminate)  one  ounce  of  pure  alcohol 
(about  2  cocktails) 

13.  Two  cocktails  (about  0.04%  of  alcohol  in  the  blood)  may  reduce  visual  acuity 
as  much  as  wearing  dark  sun  glasses  at  night. 

14.  “Under  the  influence"  means  that  due  to  drinking  alcohol  a  person  has  lost 
(to  any  degree)  some  of  the  clearness  of  mind  and  self-control  that  he  would 
otherwise  possess. 

15.  You  do  not  have  to  be  obviously  intoxicated  to  be  “Under  the  Influence" 
and  an  unsafe  driver. 

16.  Pure  alcohol  leaves  no  odor  on  the  breath — it  is  the  flavors  in  the  beverage 
that  cause  the  odor. 

17.  Coffee  or  other  stimulants  will  not  offset  the  effects  of  alcohol.  Only  time 
can  eliminate  alcohol  from  the  blood  stream. 

18.  Chemical  tests  provide  the  police  with  a  scientific  means  to  determine 
whether  or  not  alcohol  has  reduced  a  driver’s  ability. 

National  Safety  Council 

(Please  post  on  Church  Bulletin  Board  and  present  to  Sunday  School  Classes) 
Christian  Civic  Foundation  of  Arkansas,  333-34  Waldron  Building,  Little  Rock 


New  Book  Reports 

Religion  Very  Much  A  live  In  Russia 


Three  Religions 
Are  Challenge  To 
Christianity 

Though  Christianity  is  now  the 
only  worldwide  religion,  three  oth¬ 
er  faiths  have  become  aggressively 
missionary  and  are  seeking  to  be¬ 
come  worldwide  in  their  dimen¬ 
sions,  a  Methodist  missions  execu¬ 
tive  told  435'  persons  gathered  in 
Greencastle,  Indiana. 

Each  of  the  three,  Hinduism, 
Buddhism  and  Islam,  is  seeking 
converts  in  the  traditionally  Chris¬ 
tian  West,  and  each  has  a  mission¬ 
ary  program  in  the  United  States, 
Miss  Margaret  Billingsley  of  New 
York  said  at  the  Methodist  Fur¬ 
loughed  Missionaries  Conference  at 
DePauw  University.  Each  faith 
has  become  allied  in  its  homeland 
with  a  rising  spirit  of  nationalism, 
she  said,  and  the  combination 
makes  more  difficult  the  spread  of 
Christianity  there. 

Miss  Billingsley  is  the  executive 
secretary  for  Japan  and  Korea  of 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions.  She  spoke  to  missionar¬ 
ies,  board  staff  executives  and  na¬ 
tional  (native)  Christians  from  ov¬ 
erseas  countries. 

“Christianity  is  definitely  no 
longer  the  only  missionary  relig¬ 
ion,”  Miss  Billingsley  emphasized. 
“Buddhism  claims  it  can  bring 
peace,  a  peace  which  Christianity 
has  failed  to  bring.  There  is  in¬ 
creasingly  the  claim  that  the  Hindu 
religious  tradition  provides  the  an¬ 
swer  to  the  needs  of  men  every¬ 
where.  A  similar  world  claim  is 
being  made  by  Islam,  which  is  said 
to  be  the  fastest  growing  religion 
in  Africa. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (MI) — Religion  is  far  from  dead  in  Russia,  a 
Methodist  layman  reports  in  his  new  book  about  the  experiences  of  a 
young  American  who  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Communists  for  10  years. 

“I  Found  God  in  Soviet  Russia”  (St.  Martin’s  Press,  New  York  City) 
is  the  true  story  of  John  Noble  as  told  by  Glenn  D.  Everett,  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  Calvary  Methodist  Church. 

Here  is  told  for  the  first  time  an  eye-witness  story  of  the  secret  Chris¬ 
tian  worship  services  of  prisoners  in  Russian  concentration  camps,  demon¬ 
strating  the  courage  of  clergymen  and  laymen  who  were  sentenced  to  long 
years  of  toil  in  the  mines  for  opposing  marxism. 

Noble  found  that  despite  45  years  of  official  communist  atheism  many 
Russian  Christians,  too,  are  struggling  to  maintain  and  secure  their  faith. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  who  - 

wrote  the  introduction,  calls  the 
book  “one  of  the  greatest  religious 
testimonies  of  our  time.” 

Everett  is  a  newspaper  corre¬ 
spondent  and  head  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  office  of  Religious  News  Serv- 
“I  have  been  covering  reli- 


“Missionaries  of  these  non-Chris¬ 
tian  religions  are  working  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  In  New  York  City  a  Buddhist 
temple,  now  called  a  church,  is  one 
of  49  such  churches  in  this  country. 
The  Buddhists  also  have  Sunday 
schools.  In  Washington,  there  is  a 
beautiful  Muslim  mosque,  one  of 
15  or  20  places  of  worship  for  the 
approximately  20,000  Muslims  in 
the  United  States.” 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


1959  Hendrix  Graduate  Joins  Board  Staff 


ice. 


gious  news  for  a  long  time,”  he  said, 
“and  I  regard  this  as  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  story  I  have  ever  helped 
to  report.” 


METHODIST  PIONEER  IN 
NEWS  GATHERING  AND 
DISTRIBUTION  SUCCUMBS 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Funeral 
services  for  Mrs.  Maud  M.  Turpin 
were  held  here  Wednesday,  June 
24.  Mrs.  Turpin  died  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack  Monday,  June  22  in  Knoxville. 

Mrs.  Turpin  retired  in  1947  as 
head  of  the  Nashville  office  of 
Methodist  Information.  She  found¬ 
ed  the  secular  press  bureau  of  the 
former  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  1922. 

When  the  three  branches  of 
Methodism  were  united  in  1939, 
the  secular  press  bureau  was  in- 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  Miss 
Beverly  Brown,  a  1959  graduate  of 
Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark., 
has  joined  the  staff  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Temperance’s  national 
headquarters  here. 

She  is  serving  as  secretary  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  board. 

Miss  Brown  is  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Brown  of 
Lepanto,  Ark.,  where  Mr.  Brown 
was  recently  appointed  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  For  five 
years  previously  he  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  in  Hughes,  Ark.,  where  Miss 
Brown  was  graduated  from  high 
school. 

Preparing  for  a  career  in  reli¬ 
gious  journalism,  Miss  Brown  maj¬ 
ored  in  English  at  Hendrix,  where 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Publica¬ 
tions  Committee,  editor  of  the  col¬ 
lege  yearbook  which  won  the  1958 
state  award,  and  served  on  the 
staff  of  the  campus  newspaper. 

She  was  elected  to  membership 
in  Cardinal  Key,  a  national  honor 


society,  and  this  year  she  received 
the  H.  Bradford  Govan  Journalism 
Award. 


MISS  BEVERLY  BROWN 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  CWS  DIRECTOR  WELCOMES 
HUNGARIAN  REFUGEES.  Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Church  World  Service,  international 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  wel¬ 
comes  Gizella  Kollartis,  17-year-old  Hungarian  refu¬ 
gee,  and  her  brother  Bela,  16,  at  a  World  Refugee  Year 
luncheon  here.  Looking  on  is  their  uncle,  Philip  Spottle 


of  Albany,  N.Y.,  a  refugee  eight  years  ago  who  is  now 
helping  other  members  of  his  family  to  enter  the  U.S. 
Gizella  and  Bela  arrived  here  with  their  mother,  Olga, 
to  join  their  father,  Bela,  already  in  Albany.  Their 
mother,  a  victim  of  tuberculosis,  was  admitted  under 
a  law  permitting  entry  of  persons  with  TB  provided 
hospitalization Js  available.  (RNS  Photo) 


Inflation  Seen  As  Threat  To  Missions 


LYNWOOD,  Cal.  (RNS) — Inflation  may  prove  to  be  a  more  dangerous 
enemy  of  Christian  missions  in  some  parts  of  Africa  than  either  Islam  or 
paganism,  a  Seventh-day  Adventist  missionary  told  the  56th  annual  camp 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Southern  California  Conference  here. 

“The  traggic  effects  of  spiralling  inflation  are  not  limited  to  one  class 
of  employees,”  Pastor  Roger  W.  Coon  of  Nigeria  said,  “they  effect  the  en¬ 
tire  nation,  including  mission  workers  and  missionaries.” 

He  warned  that  Christian  organizations  in  West  Africa  must  either  get 
more  outside  financial  support  or  else  drastically  curtail  their  current  pro¬ 
grams. 


Regarding  Islam  and  paganism  as 
that  evangelical  Mohammedanism 
“is  spreading  like  wildfire  through¬ 
out  West  Africa  and  is  challenging 
Christianity  as  never  before.”  Pa¬ 
ganism  also  “dies  hard”  in  spite  of 
the  advance  of  civilization,  he  said. 

“M  ere  education  and  culture, 
when  not  followed  by  a  basic  re¬ 
generation  of  the  heart,  mind  and 
character,”  the  missionary  declared, 
“provide  only  a  veneer  which  makes 
the  individual  all  the  more  difficult 
to  reach  for  Christ.” 


threats  to  Christianity,  Mr.  Coon  said 


campaign  is  designed  to  reach  an 
estimated  800,000  unchurched  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  eastern  half  of  North 
Carolina. 

Plans  include  a  rally  at  Raleigh 
Oct.  3  with  an  expected  attendance 
of  10,000,  and  local  revivals  through¬ 
out  the  conference  next  March  and 
April.  Gov.  Luther  H.  Hodges  of 
North  Carolina  and  Bishop  Paul 
Neff  Garber  of  Richmond,  Va.,  are 
scheduled  to  speak  at  the  rally. 


Conference  Urges 
Easing  Remarriage 
Restrictions 

Stockton,  Cal.  (RNS) — West  Coast 
Methodists  voted  here  to  petition 
their  denomination’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1960  to  permit  the  re¬ 
marriage  of  divorced  persons,  now 
forbidden  by  Church  discipline  ex¬ 
cept  under  specific  circumstances. 

At  its  annual  meeting  the  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  an  overture  asking 
that  ministers  be  allowed  to  marry 
divorcees  after  counseling  them  “to 
achieve  a  lasting  Christian  union.” 

Under  present  church  law  minis¬ 
ters  are  instructed  not  to  marry 
divorced  persons  whose  former 
spouses  are  living  except  when  the 
man  or  woman  seeking  a  remar- 


E.  Stanley  Jones 


Sees  Communism 
Losing  Its  Appeal 

Quincy,  Mass.  (RNS) — Commu¬ 
nism  is  losing  its  appeal  as  a  “gos¬ 
pel  of  liberation”  to  suppressed 
people,  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  Prot¬ 
estant  missionary-evangelist  and 
author  just  back  from  a  world  tour, 
said  here. 

“When  I  spoke  to  Dr.  Rajendra 
Prasad,  president  of  India,  he  agreed 
that  communism  is  losing  its  attrac¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Jones  told  an  audience 
at  Eastern  Nazarene  College,  where 
he  is  leading  an  ashram  or  spiritual 
retreat. 

The  veteran  evangelist,  who  first 
went  to  India  as  a  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  high  caste  Hindus  over 
50  years  ago,  said  Asians  “welcomed 
Communist  doctrine  as  the  answer 
to  their  woes,  but  now  a  big  ques¬ 
tion  is  being  raised.  The  old  is  dead, 
the  new  has  not  been  born,  and  the 
Far  East  faces  emptiness.” 

“This  emptiness  is  our  evangelistic 
and  missionary  opportunity,”  he  de¬ 
clared. 

,  Communists,  he  said,  have  made 
their  goal  too  low.  “They  have 
promised  material  things,  but  peo¬ 
ple  realize  that  even  after  they  get 
these  things,  there  is  going  to  be 
an  emptiness.  It  is  the  challenge  of 
Christianity  to  enter  that  emptiness 
with  fullness.” 

The  globe-trotting  missionary, 
who  spends  six  months  each  year 
overseas,  mainly  in  Asia,  and  the 
rest  of  the  year  in  the  United  States, 
said  the  same  emptiness  pervades 
the  Western  world. 

“There  is  a  Vast  vacuum  in  the 
soul  of  modern  educated  man,”  he 
observed.  “We  have  achieved  ma¬ 
terial  success,  made  our  great  in¬ 
ventions  and  scientific  advances, 
but  there  is  emptiness  because  there 
is  no  religion. 

“Without  God  nothing  is  worth 
while.  That  is  the  great  challenge  of 
our  time.  At  the  hour  of  greatest 
prosperity  we  have  failed.” 

On  his  latest  tour,  Dr.  Jones  vis¬ 
ited  Borneo,  India,  Japan,  Korea 
and  Scandinavia.  He  reported  that 
20,000  persons  in  his  meetings  signed 
cards  indicating  their  desire  to  be¬ 
come  Christians.  Many  of  these  at¬ 
tending  his  meetings,  held  in  pub¬ 
lic  halls,  were  Communists,  he  said. 


riage  was  the  innocent  party  in  a 
divorce,  or  when  divorced  couples 
want  to  be  reunited  in  marriage. 


N.C.  Methodists  Plan 
Evang.  Program 

Wilmington,  N.C.  (RNS)— Plans 
for  the  largest  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  history  of  the  North 
Carolina  Methodist  Conference,  to 
be  launched  this  fall  with  a  goal  of 
100,000  converts,  were  announced  at 
its  annual  meeting  here. 

“We  have  been  playing  with 
evangelism  too  long,”  said  Walter 
F-  Anderson,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  director 
of  the  State  Bureau  of  Investigation 
and  chairman  of  the  conference 
Board  of  Evangelism.  He  said  the 


Religious  Leaders  Laud  Postmaster  Summerfield 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Religious  leaders 
here  praised  Postmaster  General  Arthur  E.  Summer- 
field  for  his  vigorous  enforcement  of  anti-obscenity 
laws. 

Chairman  Tom  Murray  (D.-Tenn.)  of  the  House 
Post  Office  Committee  placed  statements  from  Luth¬ 
eran,  Methodist,  and  Catholic  leaders  in  the  Congres¬ 
sional  Record  in  reply  to  criticism  which  has  been 
voiced  over  the  Postmaster  General’s  decision  to  bar 
the  unexpurgated  edition  of  “Lady  Chatterley’s  Lover” 
from  the  mails. 

Rep.  Murray  also  pointed  out  that  “it  is  not  the  Post¬ 
master  General  who  says  obscene  material  should  not 
be  sent  through  the  mail — it  is  the  law  and  the  courts 
which  have  said  this.” 

“The  Postmaster  General  is  merely  carrying  out 


his  obligations  under  the  law,”  said  the  congressman, 
whose  committee  drafts  the  legislation  regulating  postal 
affairs. 

Statements  praising  the  Postmaster  General  were 
made  by  Dr.  Carl  F.  Reuss^  executive  secretary  of  the 
Board  for  Christian  Social  Action,  American  Lutheran 
Church;  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  and  chairman  of 
the  interdenominational  Churchmen’s  Commission  for 
Decent  Publications;  and  Martin  H.  Work,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Council  of  Catholic  Men. 

Dr.  Hooton  deplored  “unjust  criticisms”  directed 
against  Mr.  Summerfield  and  said  he  deserves  "the 
wholehearted  commendation  of  all  good  citizens  for 
his  courageous  performance  of  duty  in  checking  the 
flow  of  vulgarity  through  the  U.S.  mails.” 
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Editorials 


Your  Opinion  And  Your  Observation 

THE  office  of  your  publication  receives  a  good  many  letters 
from  its  readers,  some  communications  commendatory  and 
others  of  a  less  agreeable  nature.  We  are  always  glad  to 
receive  all  letters.  These  communications  are  helpful,  more  than 
we  can  ever  express.  We  endeavor  to  answer  each  one  of  them 
personally. 

The  biggest  problem  we  have,  however,  with  letters  is  de¬ 
termining  which  of  them,  if  any,  are  intended  for  publication  and 
which  are  not.  We  feel  that  it  would  be  helpful  to  many  of  our 
readers  if  certain  of  these  letters  were  published.  We  refer  not 
simply  to  communications  expressing  agreement  with  certain  ar¬ 
ticles  or  editorials.  We  have  always  recognized  the  right  of  readers 
to  disagree  with  points  of  view  advanced  and  the  reader’s  right  to 
register  that  disagreement,  so  long  as  it  is  done  in  a  good  spirit  and 
proper  taste.  The  simplist  way  out  is  to  receive  letters,  acknowl¬ 
edge  them,  and  hope  they  keep  coming.  However,  we  have  not 
always  sought  the  easiest  way  out,  and  thus  we  would  like  to  share 
some  of  these  letters  with  our  readers. 

Since  we  are  always  striving  for  ways  to  improve  the  useful¬ 
ness  and  effectiveness  of  your  publication,  we  would  like  to  start 
a  column  which  we  hope  will  be  of  much  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers.  Presently,  and  for  want  of  a  better  name,  we  will  simply 
call  the  column  “Your  Opinion,  Your  Observation.”  We  invite 
your  comments,  opinions,  criticisms,  observations.  Naturally,  we 
must  make  several  reservations.  All  communications  must  be 
signed,  although  names  will  be  withheld  if  writers  desire.  Also, 
we  reserve  the  right  to  edit,  reject,  use  all  or  part  of  a  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  “Your  Opinion,  Your  Observation.”  Matters  discussed 
need  not  be  confined  to  issues  raised,  articles  or  editorials  previ¬ 
ously  published. 

Again,  we  are  grateful  for  your  letters,  whether  they  express 
agreement,  sympathy  or  disagreement.  We  get  all  kinds  and  are 
appreciative  for  them.  If  you  do  not  want  your  letter  published, 
we  will,  of  course,  respect  your  request.  We  hope  you  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  write,  and  also  that  you  will  appreciate  “Your  Opinion, 
Your  Observation.” 

The  Implications  Are  Endless 

FROM  many  news  articles  we  receive,  from  conversations  and 
interviews  with  local  church  leaders,  and  from  the  way  many 
churches  promote  their  programs,  it  is  not  difficult  to  get  the 
impression  that  the  primary  purpose  of  the  Church  is  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  in  the  materialistic  field.  Even  church  publications  that 
seek  to  report  the  news  of  churches  and  conferences  are  not  im¬ 
mune  from  conveying  this  impression.  We  shall  never  forget  a 
letter  received  several  years  ago  protesting  the  lack  of  evangelistic 
emphasis  in  the  Church.  The  writer  penned,  “Why,  there  hasn’t 
been  a  soul  reported  saved  on  Page  8  (News  and  Notes  About 
Facts  and  Folks)  in  a  generation.” 

We,  of  course,  are  not  deemphasizing  offerings,  fine  church 
buildings,  increased  church  budgets  or  Christian  stewardship.  The 
Lord  knows  and  Methodists  should  know  they  have  a  long  distance 
to  go  in  reaching  a  level  of  giving  commensurate  with  their  ability. 

However,  the  way  many  of  us  go  about  this  matter  of  giving 
seems  to  reveal  that  we  think  how  much  we  have  given  is  more 
important  than  why  we  give  or  to  what  we  have  given.  Again,  at 
times,  it  seems  more  important  to  have  a  fine  church  plant  than  a 
helpful  program  housed  in  a  less  desirable  plant. 

Methodists  must  not  lose  their  perspective  at  this  point. 
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LR  Coni,  To  Name  “Rural  Church  Oi  Year 99 

THE  Little  Rock  Conference,  on  recommendation  of  its  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  has  put  into  operation  a  program 
which  the  other  conferences  of  this  Episcopal  Area  might 
well  consider  making  their  own.  The  program  looks  forward  to 
developing  a  more  effective  Christian  witness  through  active  and 
practical  churchmanship.  This  churchmanship  will  be  encouraged 
jthrough  the  means  of  naming  annually  a  “Rural  Church  of  The 
Year,”  with  the  announcement  of  the  winner  made  at  the  close  of 
the  year  and  at  the  annual  conference  session. 

Awards  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  which  church  shows  the 
most  progress  during  the  year.  Churches  desiring  to  participate 
in  the  program  are  being  asked  to  register  with  the  Commission 
by  September  1,  and  to  file  progress  reports  during  the  year  at 
stated  intervals. 

Also,  a  “Rural  Minister  of  the  Year”  will  be  named,  such  choice 
to  be  made  independent  of  the  “Rural  Church  of  The  Year”  award, 
and  without  registration  by  ministers  with  the  conference  Com¬ 
mission.  Presumably,  this  award  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the 
best  all  around  ministry  by  any  Little  Rock  Conference  minister. 

This  is  the  first  year  for  an  award  of  this  nature  in  the  Ar¬ 
kansas-Louisiana  Area  as  far  as  we  know.  For  several  years  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Town  and  Country  Commission  made  an¬ 
nual  awards  to  Louisiana  Conference  rural  churches  meeting  cer¬ 
tain  standards.  However,  this  practice  has  been  discontinued. 

It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  many  rural  churches  will  find 
participation  in  this  program  both  stimulating  and  helpful.  In¬ 
centives  have  not  always  been  too  acceptable  as  an  ideal  basis  on 
which  to  build  church  or  individual  lives.  The  primary  goal  in 
this  instance,  however,  is  not  recognition.  The  recognition  award 
is  incidental.  There  is  not  a  church  but  what  will  be  strengthened 
considerably  if  it  seriously  undertakes  participation  in  this  pro¬ 
gram. 
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Entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at  Camden,  Ark., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879.  For  change  of  address 
send  form  3579  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  Box  1066,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
When  asking  for  change  of  address,  subscriber  should  include:  charge  key 
_ number,  former  address,  new  address,  and  name  of  pastor. _ 

News  Sources  include  Methodist  Information  (Ml),  Methodist  General  Board  of  Missions 
_ (BM),  Nat’l  Council  of  Churches  (NC),  and  Religious  News  Service  (RNS). _ 

This  publication  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Press  Association  and  the 
Associated  Church  Press. 


Page  Four 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


All.  7  NEWS 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Christian  Education 


A rkansas-Louisiana  Area 


On  To  Purdue 

North  Arkansas  Conference  Exceeds 
Youth  Convocation  Quota 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 


Publication  of  a  Methodist  magazine  designed  to  meet  church-wide 
musical  needs  will  get  under  way  in  October.  Published  by  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  it  is  called  Music  Ministry  and  is  edited  by  Rev.  V.  Earle 
Copes  (insert). 


New  Music  Magazine 

Music  Ministry  To 
Begin  Publication 
In  October 

Former  Arkansas  Music 

Leader  To  Edit  Magazine 

Guidance  and  inspiration  for  aill 
persons  with  music  responsibilities 
in  the  church  and  church  school 
will  be  ready  in  October  when 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
launches  its  new  monthly  music 
magazine.  It  is  called  Music  Min¬ 
istry  and  is  edited  by  Rev.  V.  Earle 
Copes,  former  minister  of  music  at 
Pulaski  Heights  church  in  Little 
Rock  and  professor  at  Hendrix 
College. 

Music  Ministry  will  be  issued  as 
a  curriculum  resource  through  the 
Editorial  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  The  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  However,  it  will 
cover  all  phases  of  church  music. 
It  will  be  closely  related  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  National  Fellowship 
of  Methodist  Musicians,  from 
whose  membership  has  come  much 
guidance  in  planning  the  new  pe¬ 
riodical. 

The  new  magazine  will  correlate 
the  many  music  interests  within 
the  local  church  and  will  provide 
guidance  and  inspiration  for  all 
who  are  part  of  the  music  life  of 


the  church.  Special  attention  will 
be  given  to  providing  church  school 
workers  with  suggestions  for  bring¬ 
ing  music  into  the  curriculum  pro¬ 
gram  at  various  age  levels. 

Regular  features  will  be  work¬ 
shop  type  articles  for  the  adult 
choir  director,  the  organist,  the 
church  and  church  school  pianists, 
directors  of  youth  and  children’s 
choirs,  and  church  school  teachers 
interested  in  using  music  to  greater 
advantage  with  their  curriculum 
materials. 

Also  featured  each  month  will  be 
the  story  of  a  great  hymn,  a  devo¬ 
tional  column,  a  musical  calendar, 
and  news  and  ideas  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Methodist 
Musicians. 

Mr.  Copes  comes  to  his  position 
as  editor  from  Cornell  College, 
Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
associate  professor  of  organ  and 
choral  director.  Previously  he  had 
served  in  music  capacities  in 
churches  varying  in  size  from  a 
small  rural  parish  in  North  Caroli¬ 
na  to  Highland  Park  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  now  Methodism’s 
largest  congregation. 

A  graduate  of  Davidson  College 
in  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Copes  also 
holds  both  the  Bachelor  of  Divin¬ 
ity  and  the  Master  of  Sacred  Music 
degrees  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York.  He  has  done 
further  graduate  study  under  the 
eminent  musicologist,  Dr.  Paul 
Pisk,  at  the  University  of  Texas. 


The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
was  given  a  quota  of  59  youth  and 
15  adults  for  the  National  Convo¬ 
cation  of  Methodist  Youth  at  Pur¬ 
due,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  August  24-28. 
We  now  have  registered  63  youth 
and  15  adults.  We  have  been  given 
additional  quotas  and  hope  to  reg¬ 
ister  12  more  young  people  and 
three  more  adults. 

The  plan  of  transportation  for 
the  North  Arkansas  delegation  is 
to  go  by  train.  The  train  will  leave 
Little  Rock  at  11:50  p.m.,  August 
23.  The  schedule  for  other  stops: 
Bald  Knob,  Newport,  Hoxie,  will 
be  the  schedule  of  Missouri  Pacific 
train  number  32. 

A  large  number  will  begin  the 
trip  at  Little  Rock,  and  others  will 
board  the  train  at  Bald  Knob,  New¬ 
port,  and  Hoxie. 

Persons  desiring  information 
about  this  schedule  of  travel  should 
write  Board  of  Education,  Hendrix 
Station,  Conway,  Ark. 


LR  Conference  Asks 
For  Additional  Quota 
For  Youth  Convocation 

The  quota  of  45  youth  and  11 
adult  leaders  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  to  attend  the 
National  Convocation  of  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  at  Purdue,  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  August  24-28,  has  been 
exceeded,  according  to  Miss 
Irene  Thornton,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference. 

An  additional  quota  has  been 
asked  for,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
additional  places  will  be  secured 
for  those  young  persons  and 
adult  leaders  who  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  number  whose  reg¬ 
istration  has  been  accepted. 

According  to  Miss  Thornton 
the  Little  Rock  delegation  will 
travel  to  Purdue  University  by 
bus. 


He  has  been  heard  widely  as  an 
organ  recitalist  and  has  made  ex¬ 
tensive  tours  as  conductor  of  the 
Hendrix  College  and  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege  choirs. 

As  a  composer  and  arranger,  he 
has  made  contributions  to  the  cata¬ 
logs  of  a  number  of  leading  pub¬ 
lishers  and  is  the  author  of  “A  Phil¬ 
osophy  of  Church  Music.” 

Featured  also  each  month  will  be 
a  special  music  supplement  carry¬ 
ing  original  music  by  outstanding 
composers  and  music  selected  from 
the  catalogs  of  many  publishers. 

Music  Ministry  may  be  ordered 
on  the  Literature  Order  Blank  of 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
right  along  with  other  church 
school  literature  at  60c  per  quar¬ 
ter.  Annual  subscriptions  on  an 
individual  basis  are  available  at 
$3.00  per  year. 


The  group  rate  that  has  been 
provided  members  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  delegation  will  be  available 
to  all  Purdue  delegates  who  desire 
to  make  the  train  trip  with  us. 

Miss  Rosemary  Janes 
In  Training  Schools 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  the  Youth  Council  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  a 
series  of  training  schools  on  THE 
METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOW¬ 
SHIP  are  being  taught  by  Miss 
Rosemary  Janes  of  Piggott,  Ark. 
She  was  president  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  Youth  Council 
the  past  year.  Schools  have  already 
been  held  at  Rector,  Jonesboro, 
Blytheville,  Osceola,  Paragould, 
and  Brinkley. 

She  will  be  teaching  at  West 
Memphis,  July  12-14;  West  Helena, 
July  15-17;  Wynne,  July  19-21; 
Harrisburg,  July  22-24. 

The  reports  coming  to  us  indi¬ 
cate  that  a  large  number  have 
been  enrolled  in  each  of  these 
schools. 

Schools  of  Music 

Dr.  Ashley  Coffman  of  Hendrix 
College  music  faculty,  has  been 
teaching  in  a  ..series  of  training 
schools,  the  course  on  MUSIC  IN 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Three 
schools  have  been  held  as  follows: 
Siloam  Springs,  Greenwood,  and 
Searcy. 

The  reports  coming  to  us  indi¬ 
cate  good  response  to  this  program. 

Dr.  Eller  in  Bible  Schools 

Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  of  Fayette, 
Missouri,  is  returning  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  for  12  three- 
day  Bible  schools  using  the  course 
on  THE  GOSPEL  OF  LUKE.  These 
schools  will  use  as  text  material 
the  recent  book  written  by  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Laymon. 

Local  W.S.C.S.  groups  can  secure 
their  Bible  Jurisdictional  Council 
credit  by  taking  this  course  and 
having  one  extra  session  either  be¬ 
fore  or  after  the  training  school. 
Most  of  the  schools  have  already 
been  listed.  We  are  giving  below 
the  first  six  schools: 

Gravette,  July  19-21 

Van  Buren,  St.  John’s,  July  22-24 

Fayetteville  Central  Church,  July 
26-28 

Conway,  First  Church,  July  29-31 

Russellville,  First  Church,  August 
2-4 

Beebe,  August  5-7 

Dr.  Eller  has  been  in  Bible 
schools  many  times  in  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference.  Always  we 
have  excellent  report  of  the  splen¬ 
did  leadership  he  gives. 

We  hope  that  all  churches  within 
reach  of  the  center  where  he  will 
be  teaching  this  summer  will  take 
advantage  of  this  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Watch  for  additional  announce¬ 
ments  concerning  these  training 
schools. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HOW  FREE  CAN  WE  BE? 

We  Americans  pride  ourselves  on  being  a  free  people.  We  boast 
that  ours  is  a  land  of  free  speech,  free  ballots,  free  enterprise,  free 
churches.  Liberty  is  one  of  the  dearest  words  in  our  language,  and 
especially  so  today  when  the  most  crucial  single  public  issue  is  the 
preservation  of  free  society  in  a  frightened  and  increasingly  fettered 
world. 

We  sing,  “Long  may  our  land  be  bright  with  freedom’s  holy  light.” 
And  freedom  is  a  holy  quality.  Jesus  in  His  first  public  message  ap¬ 
plied  to  Himself  the  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  saying:  “The  spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  upon  me  for  He  both  anointed  me  ...  to  preach  deliv¬ 
erance  to  the  captives  ...  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised.” 
Jesus  came  to  set  men  free — free  from  terror,  sin,  from  many  a  pain, 
false  fears,  social  injustice. 

And  yet  with  all  our  talk  about  liberty,  how  free  can  we  really 
be?  In  our  freedom  of  worship,  we  go  to  the  church  or  synagogue  of 
our  choice.  No  police  guards  bar  our  entrance  or  exit.  And  yet  in  the 
house  of  God  something  restrains  cultured  laymen  from  standing  up 
and  shouting  what  they  think  of  the  service.  And  though  the  preach¬ 
er  enjoys  a  free  pulpit,  if  he  is  a  good  minister  of  the  gospel  he  does 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  say  everything  that  comes  into  his  head. 

We  believe  in  freedom  of  thought.  We  want  no  pressure  groups 
interfering  with  our  schools.  Yet  a  good  teacher  feels  a  responsibility 
for  the  growing  minds  of  her  pupils  which  keeps  her  from  expressing 
every  passing  idea. 

We  pride  ourselves  that  in  America  we  enjoy  the  freedom  of 
conscience.  But  when  is  a  conscience  free?  Some  of  us  may  know 
what  is  right  and.yet  be  so  bound  by  habit  that  we  have  not  the  power 
to  do  the  right.  And  others  of  us  may  be  so  clouded  by  prejudice  and 
so  blinded  by  passion  that  we  do  not  even  see  what  is  right. 

I  repeat,  How  free  can  we  be? 

Let  us  test  ourselves  by  a  principle  laid  down  in  the  Epistle  of 
James,  second  chapter,  twelfth  verse:  “S'o  speak  ye,  and  so  do,  as  they 
that  shall  be  judged  by  the  law  of  liberty.” 

To  speak  of  the  law  of  liberty  seems  paradoxical,  doesn’t  it?  We 
think  of  law  as  restraint  on  liberty.  But  the  fact  is  that  even  freedom 
has  its  laws.  Consider  God  himself.  God  is  omnipotent.  We  refer 
to  Him  as  Almighty  God.  But  does  this  mean  that  God  can  do  any¬ 
thing  He  pleases?  Not  in  the  sense  we  commonly  use  the  expression, 
“do  as  we  please.” 

God  has  set  laws  by  which  He  himself  is  governed  so  that  His 
own  children  may  comprehend  Him  and  live  under  His  rule.  Granted 
an  omnipotent  God  could  makes  stones  fall  upward  as  well  as  down¬ 
ward.  But  how  could  we  live  in  a  universe  where  stones  fell  toward 
the  earth  today  and  perhaps  away  from  it  tomorrow,  where  it  was 
wrong  to  steal  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  and  right  to  steal  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays? 

Now  let  us  apply  this  law  of  liberty  to  ourselves.  On  the  high¬ 
way,  drivers  are  expected  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  road.  If  there  were 
no  traffic  lights  or  rules,  there  would  be  chaos.  Where  everyone  tries 
to  do  what  he  pleases,  no  one  is  free  to  do  what  he  pleases. 

We  must  find  our  freedom  under  the  constitution  of  our  own 
bodies,  of  our  families,  of  the  state  and  of  the  universe. 

And  we  can.  William  Henley,  who  made  such  a  gallant  fight 
against  physical  infirmity,  asserted,  “I  am  the  master  of  my  fate,  I  am 
the  captain  of  my  soul.”  There  are  strings  in  every  strong  person’s 
nature  which  vibrate  when  that  chord  is  struck. 

Think  of  the  freedom  of  spirit  achieved  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  with 
his  crippled  foot,  by  William  Wilberforce  with  his  hunched  back,  by 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson  with  his  tubercular  body.  And  we  are  free 
to  make  decisive  choices  however  we  may  be  ringed  around  by  bad 
environment.  Some  of  our  noblest  citizens  have  come  out  of  some  of 
our  ugliest  slums. 

To  be  sure,  we  are  conditioned  by  physical  heredity.  But  we  can 
choose  our  mental  ancestors  and  through  our  reading  we  can  inherit 
the  thoughts  of  Plato  and  Isaiah,  of  Confucius  and  Christ. 

By  self-discipline  under  the  law  of  liberty  we  can  “obtain  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.” 


church 

nursery 
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"But  he  IS  our  baby!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Another  Great  Experience 

I  often  recall  a  proverb  that  comes 
from  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients. 
It  goes  to  the  effect  that  “The  long¬ 
est  journey  begins  with  one  step.” 
In  arriving  at  the  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional  aspects  of  preparation  for  a 
round-the-world  trip,  I  have  asked 
myself  several  times  the  question, 
“Just  when  do  I  actually  begin  the 
trip?  Is  it  the  moment  that  I  bring 
down  the  luggage  from  the  attic  at 
home?  ...  or  when  I  decide  how 
many  shirts  to  carry?  ...  or  the 
moment  my  wife  Helen  and  I  close 
the  door  behind  us  as  we  take  off 
for  the  port  of  embarkation?  My 
wife  did  not  accompany  me  on  this 
trip  any  farther  than  New  York, 
but  she  did  come  that  far  in  order 
that  we  might  have  a  special  ex¬ 
perience  of  visiting  our  son  and  his 
family  just  before  a  separation  of 
ten  weeks. 

Well,  regardless  of  when  the  trip 
actually  began,  it  certainly  has 
started  as  I  write  these  lines.  This 
is  written  in  the  downtown  Paris 
office  of  the  airline  that  will  take 
us  from  here  to  Tel  Aviv  this  after¬ 
noon,  July  2.  We  have  completed 
the  trans-Atlantic  lap  of  the  trip, 
landing  at  Brussells  11%  hours  after 
leaving  Idlewild  Airport  in  New 
York.  The  plane  is  the  standard 
type  .  .  .  not  the  new  jet  plane. 
But  with  good  tail  winds  and  almost 
flawless  weather  we  made  the  trip 
in  less  than  the  regular  time.  Brus¬ 
sells  is  busy  building  a  beautiful 
terminal  building  at  the  airport, 
and  in  a  few  months  should  have 
one  of  the  outstanding  terminal 
buildings  of  the  world.  The  Belgian 


people  are  proud  and  serious  about 
their  airline,  the  Sabena  Line.  It 
gives  excellent  service  and  a  smooth 
ride.  The  only  drawback  is  the 
“Continental”  breakfast.  To  a  fellow 
who  has  been  a  lifelong  bacon-and- 
egg  man  at  breakfast  time,  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  cold  roll  and  a  little  jelly 
lacks  a  good  deal  of  filling  the  ap¬ 
petite  needs.  But  it  holds  body  and 
soul  together.  Besides,  the  good- 
natured  fun  of  a  party  of  twelve 
congenial  people  is  a  great  tonic. 
There  are  eight  ministers,  one  min¬ 
ister’s  wife,  and  three  laymen  in 
this  party.  As  usual,  Dr.  Harry  Den¬ 
man  and  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts  are 
the  heads  of  the  group.  The  mem¬ 
bers  come  from  Texas,  Kansas,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina  and  New  York.  The 
oldest  member  is  a  grand  layman 
from  New  York  State.  The  youngest 
is  the  son  of  Bishop  Jose  Valencia 
,0f  the  Philippines.  The  one  lady  is 
a  pastor’s  wife  from  Sulphur 
Springs,  Texas.  She  is  a  fine  trav¬ 
eling  companion  and  the  whole 
party  is  glad  to  have  her  along. 

We  shall  spend  several  days  in 
The  Holy  Land  before  going  to 
Singapore,  where  our  actual  work 
starts.  I  shall  tell  of  our  experiences 
in  the  Holy  Land  in  the  next  few 
columns.  Having  been  there  before, 
I  am  anxious  to  see  more  of  the 
places  that  we  had  to  hurry  over 
the  last  time.  We  should  be  able  to 
see  a  good  deal  more  of  Jerusalem, 
since  we  were  prevented  from  see¬ 
ing  much  of  it  before,-  due  to  an 
Arab  holiday  which  closed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  well-known  places.  You’ll 
be  hearing  about  them  soon. 
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Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
.®. Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  July  26,  1959:  COURAGE  IN  CRISIS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  THE  BOOK  OF  ESTHER.  LESSON  TEXT 
ESTHER  4:1-3,  10-16;  9:20-22. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Who  knows  whether  you  have  not  come  to  the  king¬ 
dom  for  such  a  time  as  this?  Esther  4:14.  (RSV) 


Today  we  are  studying  the  last  of  the  four 
lessons  in  Unit  VII,  “A  Nation  Facing  Its  Prob¬ 
lems.”  The  first  two  of  these  lessons  were  taken 
from  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  “A  Nation  Under 
God”  and  “Decisions  Determine  Destiny.” 

Last  week  the  third  of  these  lessons  was  a 
study  of  Ruth,  a  very  fascinating  character  of 
the  Old  Testament.  Her  love  for  and  devotion 
to  Naomi,  her  mother-in-law,  gave  indication 
of  the  great  personality  she  possessed.  Her 
strong,  unqualified  vow  of  loyalty  and  allegiance 
to  Naomi  is  unexcelled  in  literature  for  beauty 
and  strength.  Today  we  have  a  study  of  Esther, 
possibly  the  most  challenging,  courageous  char¬ 
acter  pictured  among  the  women  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

The  name  of  the  author,  the  purpose  of  the 
writing  and  the  time  of  the  writing  of  the  Book 
of  Esther,  like  that  of  the  Book  of  Ruth,  are 
obscure.  The  time  of  the  incidents  recorded  in 
Esther  may  be  fixed  with  some  degree  of  accu¬ 
racy.  The  opening  verse  of  the  book  tell  us  that 
the  setting  of  the  story  is  “In  the  days  of  Ahasu- 
erus.”  Ahasuerus  was  a  Persian  king  known  in 
Greek  history  as  Xerxes.  The  time  of  his  reign 
was  485-465  B.C.  Some  scholars  fix  the  date  of 
writing  as  late  as  the  early  part  of  the  second 
century;  others  fix  the  date  as  early  as  the  time 
of  the  happenings  of  the  story. 

While  the  name  of  God  is  not  mentioned  any¬ 
where  in  the  Book  of  Ruth,  the  providential  care 
and  oversight  of  God  for  his  chosen  people,  the 
Jews,  is  plainly  implied  throughout  the  book. 

Principal  Characters  In  The  Book  of  Esther 

(1)  Ahasuerus,  the  first  character  named  in 
the  book,  and  as  mentioned  above,  more  com¬ 
monly  referred  to  as  Xerxes,  was  king  over  an 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  provinces  “from  India 
even  unto  Ethiopia.” 

(2)  Vashti,  wife  of  Ahasuerus,  and  queen  of 
his  wide  realm. 

(3)  Mordecai,  a  Jew  who  remained  in  Baby¬ 
lon  when  so  many  of  his  countrymen  returned 
to  Jerusalem. 

(4)  Haman,  second  in  power  in  the  kingdom 
to  the  king,  who  hated  Mordecai  because  he 
would  not  pay  homage  to  him,  as  the  king  de¬ 
creed. 

(5)  Esther,  the  principal  character  of  the 
story,  became  the  wife  of  King  Ahasuerus  after 
Vashti  was  dethroned  for  disobedience  to  the 
k  ng.  She  is  pictured  as  the  great  heroine  who 
saved  her  people  from  destruction. 

The  Story  of  the  Book  of  Esther 

The  few  verses  we  have  in  our  lesson  text 
from  the  Book  of  Esther  would  be  largely  mean¬ 
ingless  to  us  unless  we  have  something  of  the 
whole  story  of  this  interesting  book  in  mind. 
Hence  we  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  story. 

The  story  opens  with  a  great  feast  given  by 
the  king  Ahasuerus  for  his  princes  and  nobles 
from  all  Persia  and  Media.  The  feast  lasted  for 
one  hundred  eighty  days  at  which  time  the  king 
showed  to  those  gathered  something  of  the  mag¬ 
nificence  and  wealth  of  his  kingdom. 

At  the  close  of  this  great  feast,  the  king  made 
another  feast  of  seven  days  for  those  who  were 
present  in  Shushan  the  palace.  During  this  time 
Vashti,  the  queen  gave  a  feast  for  the  women  in 
the  royal  palace. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  this  feast,  “When  the 
heart  of  the  king  was  merry  with  wine,” — which 
1S  just  a  nice  way  of  saying  he  was  drunk — the 
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king  ordered  his  seven  chamberlains  “To  bring 
Vashti  the  queen  before  the  king  with  the  crown 
royal,  to  show  the  people  and  the  princes  her 
beauty.”  Since  it  was  not  considered  proper  for 
a  woman  to  so  display  herself  before  men,  the 
queen  refused  to  come  out  at  the  king’s  demand. 

The  Record  says,  ‘“Therefore  was  the  king 
very  wroth,  and  his  anger  burned  in  him.”  He 
asked  his  advisors  what  he  should  do.  The  opin¬ 
ion  seemed  to  be  unanimous  that  the  king  should 
put  her  away.  They  declared  that  Vashti  had 
not  only  wronged  the  king  but  had  set  a  bad 
example  that  might  be  followed  by  their  own 
wives  in  defying  their  orders.  The  king  was 
persuaded  to  write  a  law  of  the  Persians  and  the 
Medes,  that  could  not  be  altered,  “That  every 
man  should  bear  rule  in  his  own  house.”  This 
law  was  written  and  distributed  throughout  the 
empire  and  Vashti  was  put  away. 

By  a  process  of  elimination,  that  seemed  to 
take  in  the  most  promising  virgins  of  the  empire, 
Esther  was  chosen  as  the  new  queen  of  Ahasu¬ 
erus.  Esther  was  the  cousin  of  Mordecai  and  his 
adopted  daughter.  In  the  elimination  contest, 
Esther  did  not  let  it  be  known  that  she  was  a 
Jewess. 

About  this  time,  the  king  elevated  Haman  to 
a  place  of  power  next  to  himself  and  decreed 
that  all  of  his  subjects  should  bow  before  him 
and  pay  homage  to  him.  Mordecai,  a  strict  Jew 
would  not  bow  before  Haman.  When  Haman 
noticed  this,  we  are  told  that  “then  was  Haman 
full  of  wTath.” 

Haman  became  angry  not  only  at  Mordecai 
but  at  all  Jews.  By  a  plan  of  ^nisrepresentation, 
Haman  secured  an  order  from,  the  king  that  all 
Jews  be  killed  on  a  certain  day.  This  decree, 
too,  became  a  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians 
that  could  not  be  changed. 

With  this  we  come  to  the  text  of  our  lesson 
which  opens  with  the  words,  “When  Mordecai 
perceived  all  that  was  done,  Mordecai  rent  his 
clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and  went 
out  into  the  midst  of  the  city.”  There  was  also 
mourning  among  the  Jews  throughout  the  em¬ 
pire  when  they  heard  of  the  decree. 

Since  Esther  was  the  king’s  queen  and  Morde- 
cai’s  adopted  daughter.  Mordecai  realized  that 
she  was  the  one  hope  of  saving  the  Jews  from 
destruction.  After  several  appeals,  Esther  agreed 
to  talk  to  the  king.  This  she  did  and  secured  a 
decree  from  the  king  that  Haman  should  be 
hanged  on  the  gallows  he  had  prepared  for 
Mordecai.  While  the  king  would  not  change  his 
decree,  that  all  Jews  be  killed  on  a  certain  day, 
he  did  give  the  Jews  the  right  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  which  in  effect  was  a  stay  of  execution. 
This  resulted  in  a  day  of  thanksgiving  among 
the  Jews.  This,  in  brief,  is  the  story  of  Esther. 

The  Appeal  To  Esther  For  Help 

There  are  several  dramatic  scenes  in  this  im¬ 
pressive  story.  One  of  the  high  points,  if  not  the 
highest,  is  found  in  the  appeal  of  Mordecai  to 
Esther  to  go  to  the  king  in  an  effort  to  save  her 
people. 

Although  Esther  was  the  queen  and  the  king’s 
wife,  she  had  no  right  to  go  to  him  unless  he 
called  for  her.  She  risked  her  very  life  when  she 
approached  him  without  he  asked  for  her.  This 
was  the  reason  she,  at  first,  gave  for  refusing 
Mordecai’s  request  that  she  talk  to  the  king.  As 
a  result  of  Esther’s  reluctance  to  approach  the 
king,  lest  harm  come  to  her,  Mordecai  asked 


a  question,  contained  in  our  Memory  Selection, 
which  repeatedly  across  the  years,  has  been 
asked  of  people  in  times  of  crisis.  His  question 
was,  “Who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come  to 
the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this?” 

Impossible  To  Disassociate  Ourselves 
From  Impending  Evil 

Mordecai  was  raising  the  question  as  to 
whether  Esther  had  been  placed  by  Providence 
in  her  position  in  the  king’s  palace  for  just  such 
a  time  of  danger  to  her  people.  Also,  Mordecai 
reminded  Esther  that  she  was  of  the  Jewish  race 
and  that  she  too  was  under  condemnation  of 
death. 

Sometimes,  when  danger  or  trouble  threat¬ 
ens,  we  are  prone  to  attempt  to  avoid  hurt  by 
assuming  the  role  of  the  neutral.  Since  we  are 
a  part  of  the  society  of  our  day,  anything  that 
affects  society  in  general  affects  us.  Esther  came 
to  see  that  she  was  involved  personally.  She 
realized  that  she  might  suffer  death  as  a  result 
of  a  bold  move  to  appeal  to  the  king.  She  real¬ 
ized,  also,  that  unless  she  did  try  to  save  her 
people  from  destruction,  she  would  suffer  death 
as  a  result  of  the  execution  of  the  decree.  Her 
only  hope  of  safety  was  in  the  removal  or  chang¬ 
ing  of  the  death  decree  by  the  king. 

Realizing  that  she  was  part  of  the  problem, 
and  being  made  to  feel  that  she  might  be  the 
key  to  its  solution,  Esther  promised  to  appear 
before  the  king.  She  asked  that  Jews  every¬ 
where  fast  three  days  and  nights  and  promised 
that  she  and  her  maidens  would  join  the  fast. 
While  prayer  is  also  implied,  here  as  elsewhere 
there  seems  to  be  a  studied  plan  to  avoid  direct 
reference  to  a  Divine  Being. 

Courage  For  The  Crisis 
We  see  something  of  the  heroic  nature  of 
Esther  in  her  declaration  of  purpose  to  appear 
before  the  king  uninvited.  Her  statement  was, 
“So  I  will  go  in  unto  the  king,  which  is  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law:  and  if  I  perish,  I  perish.” 
History  does  not  record  a  more  courageous,  he¬ 
roic  statement  than  this.  It  was  Jesus  who  said, 
“Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  than  a 
man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.”  In  this 
declaration  of  purpose,  Esther  is  showing  the 
highest  form  of  love  for  her  people  in  that  she 
was  willing  to  die  in  an  effort  to  save  them. 

Such  a  courage,  as  that  evidenced  by  Esther, 
is  born  of  a  sense  of  mission.  No  man  in  his 
right  mind  rises  to  such  heights  of  unselfish 
consecration  unless  he  thinks  the  cause  he  sup¬ 
ports  is  worthy  of  such  sacrifice.  The  Christian 
must  be  willing  to  act  courageously  and  wisely 
in  any  crisis  with  the  feeling  tfyat  he  can  then 
leave  the  results  in  the  hands  of  God. 

Victory  And  Thanksgiving 
After  the  season  of  fasting  by  herself  and  her 
people,  Esther  came  into  the  presence  of  the 
king  to  make  her  request  known.  As  she  stood 
in  the  presence  of  the  king,  unbidden,  the  Rec¬ 
ord  says,  “She  obtained  favor  in  his  sight:  and 
the  king  held  out  to  Esther  the  golden  sceptre 
that  was  in  his  hand.”  This  was  a  signal  that 
the  king  had  pardoned  the  uninvited  intrusion. 

If  he  had  not  held  out  the  golden  sceptre,  his 
action  would  have  been  a  death  warrant  for 
Esther. 

When  the  king  asked  for  Esther’s  request, 
she  asked  that  the  king  and  Haman  be  present 
at  a  banquet  that  day  which  she  had  prepared 
for  them.  This  they  did  and  at  the  banquet  the 
king  again  asked  Esther  to  make  her  petition 
known.  Her  petition  was,  as  she  expressed  it, 
that  the  king  and  Haman  attend  a  banquet  the 
next  day  that  she  was  preparing  for  them.  That 
request  also  was  granted.  However  that  night 
the  king  remembered  that  Mordecai  had  done 
him  a  great  favor,  possibly  saving  his  life.  He 
called  Haman  to  him  and  ordered  him  to  array 
Mordecai  in  royal  garments  worn  by  the  king 
and  take  him  on  horseback  through  the  streets 
of  the  city. 

The  next  night,  at  the  banquet  Esther  gave 
for  the  king  and  Haman,  she  told  Of  the  wicked 
plot  of  Haman  to  destroy  the  Jews.  The  final 
result  was  that  Haman,  himself,  was  hanged  on 
the  gallows  he  had  prepared  for  Mordecai. 
Hence  we  still  talk  of  things  being  “hanged  high 
as  Haman.”  The  king  gave  the  Jews  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  arming  themselves  against  those  who 
would  carry  out  the  death  decree  against  them. 
Rather  than  destruction,  the  Jews  enjoyed  a 
glorious  day  of  thanksgiving. 
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REV.  FRED  S.  FLURRY,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  Sunday  evening  worship  service  of  the 
Gueydan  Methodist  Church  on  June  14.  Rev. 
George  W.  Harkins  is  the  pastor. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  A.  MINER  of  North 
Little  Rock  announce  the  birth  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Kaye  Justina,  on  Saturday,  July  4,  at  St. 
Vincent  Infirmary,  Little  Rock.  Kaye  Justina 
weighed  six  pounds,  fifteen  ounces  at  birth.  Mr. 
Miner  is  editorial  assistant  of  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  and  the  Arkansas  Methodist. 

REV.  ANGUS  CARRUTH,  pastor  of  the  Black- 
water  Methodist  Church,  spoke  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Essentials  for  the  Abundant  Life”  at  the 
Father-Son  Banquet  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening,  June  23.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
is  the  pastor. 

Bishop  william  Walter  peele,  retired, 
of  The  Methodist  Church  died  in  his  sleep 
July  1  at  his  home  in  Laurinburg,  N.  C.  He  was 
77.  Funeral  services  were  held  July  3  in  the 
Laurinburg  Methodist  Church  with  Bishop  Paul 
N.  Garber  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Rev.  Henry  G. 
Ruark,  the  pastor,  sharing  in  the  ritual. 

ASET  OF  EAR  PHONES  has  been  installed  in 
several  of  the  pews  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  those  who  have  difficulty  in  hearing 
through  the  amplifying  system.  These  ear  phones 
were  installed  as  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Lovic  Wren. 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  the  pastor. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  PARSON- 
ETTE  officers  for  1959-60  are:  Mrs.  Henry 
A.  Rickey,  president;  Mrs.  N.  H.  Melbert,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  M.  H.  Corley,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Percy  Emanuel,  treasurer.  Committee  chairmen 
are:  Mrs.  Don  Alverson,  program;  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Barksdale,  nominations;  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Har¬ 
ris,  courtesies;  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Christie,  year¬ 
book. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  KEITH  MASON  of  Shreveport 
were  guests  of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  23.  It  was 
“Ladies  Night”  and  a  large  group  enjoyed  the 
films  and  talks  by  Dr.  Mason  on  his  trip  to  Rus¬ 
sia.  Herman  L.  Bass  is  president  of  the  Club  and 
Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Rev.  and  mrs.  angus  lee  carruth 

were  honored  at  a  reception  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  the  Blackwater  Methodist  Church 
recently.  The  Carruths  were  introduced  to  the 
guests  by  Mrs.  Louis  L.  Burkhalter,  president  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Eiland,  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board.  Refreshments  of  cake  and 


punch  were  served.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Carruth  was 
appointed  pastor  of  the  Blackwater  Church  at 
the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

ESLEY  DAY  was  observed  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  on  Sunday,  July  12. 
On  that  day,  students  from  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  S.L.I.  served  as  ushers  at  the  morning 
and  evening  worship  services.  The  students  con¬ 
ducted  the  evening  service,  and  the  Rev.  Allen 
Jernigan,  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Southwestern,  was  the  speaker.  A  reception  hon¬ 
oring  the  college  students*was  held  immediately 
following  the  service.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  JONEs,  pastor  of  the  Gibs- 
land  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  evangel¬ 
ist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Roy  Grant,  pastor,  led 
the  singing  and  arranged  special  music  for  the 
services.  The  MYF  group  sang  in  the  choir  and 
assisted  in  many  ways.  A  picnic  was  held  on 
the  Saturday  of  the  revival  week  at  Caney  Lake 
with  15  present.  According  to  the  reporter, 
“there  were  five  additions  to  the  church,  at¬ 
tendance  was  good,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ringgold 
did  a  wonderful  job.” 

Rev.  and  mrs.  george  w.  dameron 

were  honored  Sunday  evening,  June  28,  at 
a  reception  given  by  members  of  the  Park  Av¬ 
enue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Those  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  serving  of  refreshments  were 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Tadlock,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Noble,  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Brobst  and  Miss  Mildred  Kee.  The  W.S.C.S. 
and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  presented  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dameron  with  a  beautiful  table 
lamp.  Many  other  lovely  and  useful  gifts  were 
presented.  About  125  members  and  friends  were 
present  to  welcome  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dameron  back 
as  pastor  of  the  church  for  another  year. 

REV.  KENNETH  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings,  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  were  honored  by  members  of  the  church  at 
a  reception  in  the  Educational  Building  of  the 
Church  on  Sunday  evening,  June  28,  following 
the  worship  service.  Refreshments  of  sand¬ 
wiches,  cookies,  salted  nuts  and  punch  were 
served  by  Mrs.  Eugene  Tuthill  and  Mrs.  G.  B. 
DeJean.  David  Morgan,  chairman  of  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  gave  a  word  of  welcome  to  the  Mc¬ 
Dowells  and  presented  them  with  gifts.  Mrs. 
Cherry  Foreman  was  in  charge  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  social,  and  was  assisted  by  several 
members  of  the  church. 

MRS.  O.  N.  REYNOLDS  was  chairman  and 
Mrs.  Cicero  Godfrey,  co-chairman  of  the 
centennial  celebration  of  the  Columbia  Method¬ 
ist  Church  held  on  June  14.  Rev.  Douglas  Wil¬ 
liams,  pastor,  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll  were  in 


charge  of  the  program;  Miss  Flossie  Carroll,  hos¬ 
pitality;  Mrs.  Adele  Redditt  and  Rev.  S.  A.  See- 
gers,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  M.Y.F.  spe¬ 
cial  invitations;  Judge  Vincent  Mouser,  history; 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Adams,  decoration;  and  Marcus 
Thornhill,  arrangements.  The  day  was  a  home¬ 
coming  for  family  groups  and  an  old  fashioned 
basket  lunch  was  served  following  the  morning 
worship  service. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY  enter¬ 
tained  the  new  ministers  and  wives,  at  an 
informal  reception,  in  the  New  Orleans  District 
Parsonage,  on  Tuesday,  June  30.  They  are  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  of  Metairie  and  St. 
John;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Estill  F.  Allen,  of  Carroll¬ 
ton;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Koelemay  of  Gen- 
tilly;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Walker  of  Gret¬ 
na;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  McLean  of  St. 
Claude  Heights;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Whit¬ 
aker  of  St.  Luke’s;  Rev.  Roy  Summerfield  of  St. 
James;  and  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.,  of  Rayne 
Memorial.  Assisting  Mrs.  Rickey  in  the  recep¬ 
tion  were  Mrs.  N.  H.  Melbert,  Mrs.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Mrs.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  Jr.,  and 
Mrs.  Art  Baker. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  McLEAN,  pastor  of  the  St. 

Claude  Heights  Methodist  Church,  Arabi, 
was  featured  in  an  article  in  the  June  13  issue 
of  the  New  Orleans  States-Item.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
McLean,  a  popular  figure  in  youth  groups,  uses 
line  drawings  to  graphically  portray  character 
sketches  that  bring  home  the  point  of  his  ser¬ 
mons,  talks  or  lectures.  Mr.  McLean  finds  art 
just  the  natural  way  of  doing  things.  He  has 
been  drawing  since  he  was  a  child  and  when  he 
was  called  to  the  ministry,  he  says,  he  just  used 
his  natural  talents.  He  had  his  first  work  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  age  of  13  in  a  Methodist  young 
people’s  publication  and  hasn’t  stopped  since. 
While  attending  Southwestern  Louisiana  Insti¬ 
tute  he  majored  in  art  education  and  won  nu¬ 
merous  prizes  in  art  shows  for  his  exhibits  in 
water  colors,  oils  and  graphics. 

AN  AWARD  was  presented  to  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  by  the  American  College  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Association  for  the  Shreveport  institution’s 
total  development  program.  Ray  F.  Carmichael, 
chairman  of  the  exhibits  committee  of  the  com¬ 
petition,  said  that  Centenary  is  one  of  53  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  in  the  nation  to  win 
awards  in  the  1959  college  publications  and  proj¬ 
ects  competition.  Centenary  received  a  bronze 
plaque,  suitably  inscribed,  when  the  association 
held  its  43rd  annual  convention  in  French  Lick, 
Ind.,  July  12-15.  The  Centenary  entry  consisted 
of  newspaper  publicity,  posters,  photographs, 
advertising,  programs  of  special  events,  details 
of  the  “Fifty  Years  in  Shreveport”  program  and 
the  community  relations  and  fund-raising  phas¬ 
es  of  its  overall  development  program.  It  was 
submitted  by  F.  H.  Delaney,  director  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Development  Program,  and  his  staff.  Mr. 
Delaney,  who  is  a  member  of  the  ACPRA,  at¬ 
tended  the  Indiana  convention  and  accepted  the 
award. 

TWO  SEMINARY  STUDENTS  are  working 
with  the  Inner  City  Churches  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  this  summer,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  and  the  Board  of  Missions. 
Rev.  Carlton  Casey,  of  the  Virginia  Conference, 
a  student  at  Emory  University,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Trowbridge,  of  Detroit,  a  student  at  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity,  arrived  in  New  Orleans  Sunday,  July 
5,  to  begin  a  program  of  eight  weeks  work,  un¬ 
der  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey, 
superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District,  and 
Rev.  L.  A.  Forman,  of  St.  Mark’s,  chairman  of 
the  Inner  City  Group  Ministry.  The  Board  of 
Missions  and  Church  Extension,  Department  of 
City  Work,  pays  their  salary  to  help  strengthen 
the  Inner  City  Churches.  The  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  gave  these  men  two  weeks  intensive 
training  in  Des  Moines,  and  pay  their  travel  ex¬ 
pense  to  and  from  the  city  to  which  they  were 
assigned.  The  five  churches  of  the  Inner  City 
Group  are  St.  Mark’s,  Second,  John  Wesley,  Re¬ 
deemer  and  Felicity.  Mr.  Casey  and  Mr.  Trow¬ 
bridge  will  spend  most  of  their  time  in  surveys, 
around  each  church,  to  discover  prospetcs  for 
these  churches.  They  are  in  demand  already, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey,  for  pulpit  sup¬ 
ply  in  other  churches  of  New  Orleans  while  the 
pastors  are  on  vacation. 
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Leaders  in  the  centennial  celebration  of  Columbia  Methodism,  in¬ 
cluded,  above,  L  to  R,  Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll,  official  board  chairman;  Rev.  D.  T. 
Williams,  Columbia  pastor;  Mrs.  O.  N.  Reynolds,  centennial  observance 
chairman;  Judge  Vincent  Mouser;  and  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  of  Ruston,  for¬ 
mer  Columbia  pastor,  who  delivered  the  Centennial  Sermon. 


Southside,  Monroe 

Observes 

Homecoming 

Homecoming  Day  was  observed 
at  the  Southside  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  Sunday,  July  12.  This 
marks  seven  years  of  continuous 
growth.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Lea  Joy¬ 
ner,  has  served  this  church  since 
its  organization.  The  Church  in 
this  time  has  grown  to  680  mem¬ 
bers  with  a  property  evaluation  of 
$135,000.00  with  approximately  $12,- 
000.00  indebtedness.  The  Church 
has  a  full  program  of  activities. 

In  addition  to  its  regular  pro¬ 
gram,  the  Church  sponsors  five  (5) 
Missions  in  the  Monroe  area  — 
namely,  North  Grand  Mission, 
South  Grand  Mission,  Gibson  Chap¬ 
el,  St.  Andrew’s  Chapel,  and  a  serv¬ 
ice  each  Sunday  at  Green  Oaks 
Home.  It  also  pays  the  scholarship 
for  a  Cuban  boy,  Gervacia  Casteret. 

Last  year  it  received  140  mem¬ 
bers  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
Church — 66  of  these  were  on  Pro¬ 
fession  of  Faith. 

The  Church  is  looking  toward  a 
new  building  for  children  and 
youth  in  the  near  future. 

Rev.  George  Harbuck,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Monroe  District,  was 
guest  speaker  for  the  Homecoming 
Service. 


LARGE  STATE  GROUP  TO 
ATTEND  NAT’L  MEET 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ist  Rural  Fellowship  will  be  held  in 
the  Broadview  hotel  July  20  on  the 
eve  of  the  conference,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Elliott  Fisher,  national 
president,  San  Jose,  California. 

Those  attending  from  Louisiana 
■include: 

Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Bunkie;  Rev.  Sam 
Holliday,  Colfax;  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards, 
Wesley,  Alexandria;  Rev.  W.  C.  Barham, 
Lecompte. 

Rev.  Carey  Martin,  Wesley  Chapel;  Rev. 
R.  F.  DeBuck,  Walker,  Rev.  Karl  Wood, 
Kentwood;  Rev.  Mins  Robertson,  Tangi¬ 
pahoa. 

Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  Houma  Heights;  Rev. 
Ollie  Golson,  Melville;  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann, 
Indian  Bayou;  Rev.  James  Adams,  Iota. 

Rev.  Rex  Squires,  Westlake;  Rev.  C.  B. 
Krumnow,  Elton;  Rev.  R.  R.  Miller,  Iowa; 
Rev.  Garland  Dean,  Vinton. 

Rev.  Roland  Fredrich,  Gilbert;  Rev.  Ar- 
bie  Coody,  Wisner;  Rev.  T.  A.  Brown, 
Claiborne,  West  Monroe;  Rev.  Ira  A.  Love, 
Delhi. 

Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  Pearl  River;  Rev. 
Rose  Carithers,  Sun-Bush;  Rev.  R.  C.  Car¬ 
ter,  Covington;  Mrs.  R.  C.  Carter,  Cov¬ 
ington;  Rev.  Brady  Foreman,  Downsville; 
Rev.  Paul  Cassels,  Simsboro. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Harper,  Shreveport;  Mr.  Pat 
Strother,  Coushatta;  Rev.  John  Kellogg, 
Hall  Summit;  Rev.  Floyd  Durham,  Bos¬ 
sier  City;  Rev.  Frank  Lankford,  Stonewall. 

Mt.  Pleasant 
Methodists  To 
Observe  Centennial 

The  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Church  near  Chatham  will  observe 
its  100  th  birthday  next  Sunday, 
July  19. 

Activities  have  been  placed  for 
the  day,  and  Mt.  Pleasant  church 
leaders  are  anxious  that  former 
pastors  and  members  of  the  church 
attend  the  celebration. 

According  to  older  residents  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  at  one  time  was  much  larg¬ 
er  than  at  present,  but  within  re¬ 
cent  years  the  church  membership 
has  decreased  in  size.  The  Mt. 
Pleasant  church  is  one  of  the  oldest 
churches  in  the  Ruston  District. 


Brownville, 

W.  Monroe  Begins 
New  Sanctuary 

The  Brownville  Methodist  Church 
of  West  Monroe  is  now  engaged  in 
a  $25,000  building  program  which 
will  provide  a  new  sanctuary,  two 
Sunday  School  class  rooms  and  the 
pastor’s  study. 

O.  E.  Leehey,  Sr.,  is  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  which  is 
giving  direction  to  the  buildpig 
program.  Other  members  of  the 
committee  include  Mrs.  O.  L.  Lee¬ 
hey,  Jr.,  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  I.  Mof- 
fet,  Mrs.  Irene  Richardson,  Walter 
Work,  C.  E.  Ponder,  James  High¬ 
tower,  and  Talmadge  Robinson. 
Rev.  Paul  Durbin  is  the  pastor. 

O.  L.  Leehey,  Jr.,  is  the  new 
chairman  of  the  official  board,  Mr. 
Hightower  is  the  secretary,  and 
Mrs.  Hollie  McGrew  is  the  treas¬ 
urer. 

Other  activities  at  the  Brownville 
church  include  a  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  attended  by  83  pupils 
with  63  certificates  issued.  Mrs.  D. 


West  Lake  Men 
Host  To  Men  Of 
West  Calcasieu 

The  West  Lake  Methodist  Men 
was  host  to  the  West  Calcasieu 
Methodist  Men  organization  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  9  at  7:30  p.m.  with  the 
president,  Gerald  Cormier  of  Vin¬ 
ton,  presiding. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  dinner 
meeting  was  Dwight  C.  Spates,  of 
the  Calcasieu  Parish  school  board, 
who  spoke  of  the  progress  being 
made  by  the  board,  giving  an  out¬ 
line  of  the  improvements  to  be 
made  and  the  construction  to  be 
completed  this  year.  Other  special 
guests  were  Jim  Davis  of  West 
Lake,  member  of  the  school  board, 
and  Claudius  A.  Mayo  of  Moss 
Bluff,  District  Lay  Leader. 

Approximately  forty  members 
were  in  attendance,  representing 
five  churches;  DeQuincy,  Vinton, 
Sulphur,  Maplewood  and  West 


T.  Robinson  headed  a  group  of  12 
workers  who  conducted  the  school. 


Columbia  Methodist 
Holds  Centennial 
Celebration  June  14 

Members  of  the  Columbia  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  celebrated  the  cen¬ 
tennial  of  Columbia  Methodism  on 
Sunday,  June  14. 

The  program  for  the  celebration 
included  special  services  on  Sunday 
morning,  a  dinner  at  the  church 
and  an  afternoon  program. 

Mrs.  O.  N.  Reynolds  and  Mrs.  C. 
R.  Godfrey  were  co-chairmen  for 
the  celebration. 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Rus¬ 
ton,  and  former  Columbia  pastor, 
delivered  the  Centennial  Message 
at  the  morning  worship  service.  The 
service  was  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  D.  T.  Williams,  Columbia  pas¬ 
tor.  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  super¬ 
intendent  of  Monroe  District,  and 
Rev.  S.  A.  Seegers  of  Columbia,  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  former  pastor,  assisted 
in  the  service. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll,  chairman  of  the 
official  board  of  the  Columbia 
Church,  was  master  of  ceremonies 
of  the  afternoon  program.  Special 
music  was  provided  during  the  af¬ 
ternoon  which  featured  an  address 
on  the  history  of  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church  by  Judge  Vin¬ 
cent  Mouser,  Columbia  Methodist 
leader. 

A  special  selection  of  historical 
pictures,  relics,  and  other  objects 
of  historical  interest  was  on  dis¬ 
play  throughout  the  day  and  at¬ 
tracted  much  interest. 


Lake.  Three  new  ministers  were 
present  for  the  first  time.  They 
were  Rev.  Hubert  Gibbs  of  DeQuin¬ 
cy;  the  Reverend  Oakley  Lee  of 
Maplewood;  and  the  Reverend  Gar¬ 
land  Dean  of  Vinton. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to 
the  members  of  the  Moss  Bluff  and 
Hackberry  Methodist  Men  to  at¬ 
tend  the  next  quarterly  meeting 
which  will  be  held  in  Sulphur,  Oc¬ 
tober  8. 

The  Reverend  Rex  Squyres  is 
pastor  of  the  West  Lake  Methodist 
church. 

Lawrence  E.  Cashen  of  West 
Lake  was  elected  public  relations 
committee  chairman  for  the  organ¬ 
ization. 


Below  is  a  picture  of  the  Alexandria  District  In¬ 
termediate  Camp  held  at  Camp  Brewer,  June  22-27. 
An  excellent  camp  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  A.  D. 
St.  Admant  was  held  with  97  Intermediates  plus  a  staff 
of  17.  Other  members  of  the  staff  included:  Rev.  A.  G. 
Taylor,  discussion  leader  and  associate  director;  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Townsend,  discussion  leader  and  head  counselor 
for  girls;  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  vesper  speaker;  Mrs.  Mc- 
Can,  recreational  leader;  Rev.  Karl  Lipe,  lifeguard  and 


counselor;  Rev.  Dan  Anders,  discussion  leader;  Mrs. 
Bertha  McNeil,  discussion  leader;  Mrs.  Sonny  Duke, 
discussion  leader;  Rev.  William  Holt,  discussion  leader 
and  song  leader;  Mrs.  H.  B.  Crammer,  discussion  leader; 
Mrs.  Vernon  Gordon,  counselor;  Miss  Dorothy  McIntyre, 
counselor;  Mrs.  Dan  Anders,  counselor;  Mrs.  Jackson 
Boydston,  counselor;  Mrs.  Floyd  Ussery,  counselor;  and 
Mrs.  Lessie  Garner,  nurse. 
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Reports  New  Iberia  Summer  Program 


The  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Young  People  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  Louisiana,  are 
engaged  in  a  full  summer  program 
of  parties,  tournaments,  Youth  Nites 
and  various  other  activities. 

The  Intermediate  MYF  started 
the  summer  off  with  a  Youth-Par¬ 
ent  Nite  on  the  first  Monday  night 
in  June.  The  party  was  a  real  lively 
one  and  included  all  types  of  games 
and  stunts.  Folk  Games  were  di¬ 
rected  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barron  Gray. 

The  Senior  MYF  held  their  first 
Summer  Youth  Nite  program  which 
included  a  hamburger  fry,  in  June. 
The  hamburgers  were  prepared  by 
Misses  Jenny  Williams  and  Rebecca 
Tebbetts  assisted  by  Jim  Williams, 
counselor  for  that  night,  and  Tommy 
Land,  the  new  president  of  the  Sen¬ 
ior  MYF.  Ping-pong,  pool,  folk 
games,  and  a  number  of  other 
planned  games  were  enjoyed  by  the 
group. 

The  Senior  MYF,  on  the  next 
Youth  Nite,  the  second  week  of 
June,  held  a  swimming  party  at ‘the 
Longfellow-Evangeline  State  Park 
pool  in  St.  Martinville,  La.  After 
the  swim  everyone  enj  oyed  hot 
dogs  with  chili  sauce  and  soft  drinks. 
The  group  then  participated  in  a 
Treasure  Hunt  which  ended  with 
no  one  legally  winning  the  treas¬ 
ure,  but  everyone  receiving  a  slice 
of  it — a  pecan  cake. 

The  last  Senior  Youth  Nite  in 
June  was  a  soft  ball  game  and  wat¬ 
ermelon  party  at  the  city  park. 

The  Intermediates  participated  in 
a  swimming  party  on  their  second 
Youth  Nite  program.  This  party, 
with  watermelons  afterwards,  was 


held  at  the  Longfellow-Evangeline 
State  Park  in  St.  Martinville,  La. 
The  third  Youth  Nite  program 
consisted  of  their  attending  a  Hor¬ 
ror  Movie  at  one  of  the  local  theat¬ 
ers  and  then  returning  to  the  church 
for  games  and  refreshments. 

The  Slimmer  Youth  Program  was 
planned  by  several  committees  con¬ 
sisting  of  Young  People  and  Adults. 
A  large  steering  committee  from 
each  MYF  set  up  the  program  and 
chose  the  dates  for  the  Youth  Nites. 
Then  a  smaller  committee  from  each 
group,  varying  each  week  with  dif¬ 
ferent  young  people  and  counselors, 
has  been  making  more  definite  plans 
for  each  week  of  activities. 

Counselors  for  the  Senior  MYF 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Groves.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Stockstill  are  pres¬ 
ently  assisting  the  Groves  and  will 
eventually  take  over  the  leadership. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Groves  are  resigning 
as  Senior  Counselors  after  serving 
almost  six  years  in  this  capacity. 
Under  their  faithful  leadership  the 
Senior  MYF  has  grown  to  be  a 
large  group  with  strong  leadership 
ability. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Meyer,  Jr.,  has  been 
serving  as  Counselor  for  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  MYF.  Just  recently  she  has 
been  assisted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luth¬ 
er  Frost. 

It  is  the  hope  of  First  Church 
that  the  Young  People  will  have  a 
chance  to  participate  in  many  varied 
programs  during  the  summer 
months.  It  is  the  feeling  that  the 
month  of  June  has  been  a  good 
wholesome  month  of  fellowship  for 
both  MYF  groups  in  their  Summer 
Program. 


Top:  Intermediate  MYF,  New  Iberia,  Louisiana,  Summer  Program 
Youth-Parent  Nite  as  light  refreshments  are  being  served. 

Bottom:  New  Iberia,  Louisiana,  Senior  Youth  Nite  hamburger  fry.  A 
portion  of  the  group  eating  hamburgers  and  playing  a  serious  game  of 
chess. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Fordyce-Warren 

The  Fordyce-Warren  Sub-District 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
met  at  Kingsland,  Monday  night, 
June  22.  A  dramatization  of  MYFund 
entitled  “Windows  of  the  World” 
was  presented  by  the  youth  of 
Hampton.  During  the  business  ses¬ 
sion  Clydine  Calaway,  secretary, 
presided  in  the  absence  of  the  pres¬ 
ident  and  vice-president.  Kingsland 
won  the  attendance  banner.  After 
group  singing,  the  host  church 
closed  the  meeting  with  the  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

Martha  Johnston,  Reporter 


Fayetteville 

The  Fayetteville  District  Alfred- 
Wasson  Sub-District  met  at  the 
Huntsville  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
cently.  Rev.  Hillman  B  y  r  a  m  of 
Gravettte  spoke  on  the  subject,  “The 
Purpose  of  Sub-Districts.”  Miss 
Helen  Moyers  of  Springdale  led  the 
installation  of  officers.  Miss  Karen 
Russell  of  Fayetteville  sang  during 
the  worship  service.  District  Youth 
Director  is  Rev.  John  Workman, 
Berryville. 


Ouachita  County 

The  Ouachita  County  Sub-District 
met  Monday  night,  June  22,  in  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Camden.  The 


following  officers  were  installed: 
Roland  Walters,  Harmony  Grove, 
president;  Ritchie  Roy,  Harmony 
Grove,  vice-president;  Shelia  Jones, 
Fairview,  Camden,  secretary;  Bar¬ 
bara  Alexander,  Fairview,  treasur¬ 
er;  Sylvia  Ramsay,  Holly  Springs, 
reporter.  Roland  Walters  of  Fair- 
view  gave  the  devotional.  Following 
the  program  there  was  recreation 
and  then  refreshments.  The  group 
was  dismissed  by  forming  a  friend¬ 
ship  circle  and  repeating  the  MYF 
benediction. 


Austin-Belhlehem 

The  Austin-Bethlehem  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  met  with  35  young  people  pres¬ 
ent  at  Mt.  Tabor  Methodist  Church 
June  17.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  Luther  Beas¬ 
ley.  New  officers  for  the  Bethlehem 
Church  were  installed  by  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  Elder,  as  John  Depriest  read  a 
scripture  from  Luke  2:41-52.  The 
officers  are:  Bob  Moore,  president; 
Beverly  Jackson,  vice-president;  Jo 
Ann  Burleson,  sec.-treas.;  Della 
Rowley,  reporter;  Peggy  Johnson, 
Brenda  White,  recreation  leaders; 
Mary  Rowley,  song  leader;  Mrs. 
Caperton,  Mrs.  Mulky,  Mrs.  May- 
field  and  Mrs.  Moore  as  counselors. 
The  program  area  chairmen  will  be 
appointed  by  the  president.  The 
program  entitled,  “W  o  r  k  For  A 
Living,”  was  enjoyed  by  the  group. 
After  recreation,  cookies  and  soft 
drinks  were  served  by  the  host 
church.  Della  Rowley,  Lonoke,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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Youth  Activities  Week 

The  Young  People  of  Levy,  Gard¬ 
ner  Memorial  and  Amboy  Method¬ 
ist  Churches,  North  Little  Rock  held 
a  Youth  Activity  Week  at  the  Levy 
Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  July  12 
through  Thursday,  July  16.  The 
theme  was  “Choose  Life”  and  Tuck¬ 
er  Steinmetz  was  the  Inspirational 
Speaker.  Tucker  was  recently  rec¬ 
ommended  for  license  to  preach  by 
the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church, 
and  plans  to  enter  Hendrix  College 


in  the  fall.  Buddy  Jester  was  in 
charge  of  recreation.  Other  leaders 
for  the  program  included  Rev.  Bob 
Edwards,  Rev.  Bill  Douglas,  Rev. 
Norris  Steele,  Dr.  Ken  Lilly  and 
Paul  Griffin,  Jr.,  Rev.  Jesse  Johnson 
is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 


Monticello 

The  Monticello  S  u  b-D  i  s  t  r  i  c  t 
Council  met  June  20  at  Monticello. 
President,  Hilda  Hancock  and  vice 
president,  Harry  Shannon,  presided 
at  the  meeting.  The  group  made 
complete  plans  for  the  coming  year. 


Fordyce-Warren  Sub-District  MYF  officers  for  1959-60  are  from  left 
to  right:  Chaplain,  Billy  Hugh  Thomason,  Hampton;  Faith,  Jean  Joiner, 
New  Edinburg;  Outreach,  Charlene  Rhodes,  Kingsland;  Witness,  Jo  Ann 
Hargis,  Hermitage;  Citizenship,  Phil  McClendon,  Warren;  Sec.  and  Treas., 
Clydine  Calaway,  Hermitage;  Vice-president,  Kenneth  Watson,  Fordyce; 
President,  Dorothy  Cope,  Warren.  Reporter,  Martha  Johnston,  Hampton , 
and  Fellowship,  Kim  Bledsoe,  Fordyce,  were  not  present  at  time  picture  was 
made. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Newly  Organized  WSCS  of  Batesville  District  Held  First  Meeting 


Pictured,  first  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Charles  Cole, 
Mrs.  Arthur  Lewis,  Mrs.  Gail  Anderson,  Mrs.  P.  G. 
Magness,  Mrs.  Paul  Bumpers,  Mrs.  Homer  Fox. 

Second  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  H.  H.  Blevins,  Mrs. 


C.  C.  Hunnicutt,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Murphy,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Kathryn 
Besson,  Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett,  Mrs.  Ben  Jernigan, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Adams,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Watkins,  and  Mrs.  John 
Pate. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  formed  Batesville 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  was  held 
on  Tuesday,  June  30th,  in  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Batesville.  Mrs.  L.  T.  Zarub  of  Bull  Shoals,  outgoing 
president,  presided  over  the  session  which  opened  at 
10:00  a.m.  The  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Dodson,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Batesville,  led  the  worship 
service.  “Come,  Ye  Blessed”  was  sung  by  Mrs.  Alfred 
Hathcock,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hassell  Marshall  at  the 
organ.  Mrs.  I.  N.  Barnett,  president  of  the  hostess  soci¬ 
ety,  welcomed  delegates  to  the  meeting. 

A  slate  of  officers  presented  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Ful- 
bright  of  Searcy,  chairman  of  the  nominating  commit¬ 
tee,  was  elected  by  acclamation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  fiscal  year,  1959-60.  These  are,  as  follows,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett  of  Beebe;  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Besson  of  Oil  Trough;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Murphy,  Jr.,  of  Batesville;  Treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  Ben  Jernigan  of  Batesville;  Secretaries  of 
lines  of  work:  Promotion,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt,  Bald 
Knob;  Missionary  Education,  Mrs.  Charles  Cole,  Bates¬ 
ville;  Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  P.  G.  Magness, 
Rt.  3,  Batesville;  Student  Work,  Mrs.  John  Pate,  Clin¬ 
ton;  Youth  Work,  Mrs.  Gail  Anderson,  Cabot;  Chil¬ 


dren’s  Work,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Adams,  Gassville;  Spiritual 
Life,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Blevins,  Searcy;  Literature  and  Publi¬ 
cations,  Mrs.  Paul  Bumpers,  Batesville;  Supply  Work, 
Mrs.  Homer  Fox,  Batesville;  Status  of  Woman,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Lewis,  Clinton;  Missionary  Personnel,  Mrs.  M. 
B.  Watkins,  Kensett. 

Dr.  Paul  M.  Bumpers,  Superintendent  of  the  Bates¬ 
ville  District,  discussed  in  a  challenging  message,  “What 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  Means  To 
Me — a  Methodist  Pastor.”  At  the  close  of  his  talk,  he 
installed  the  newly  elected  officers,  every  woman  being 
present.  Dr.  Bumpers  used  for  each  office  the  descrip¬ 
tion  and  qualities  of  a  woman  from  Bible  history. 

At  the  noon  hour,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Stokes,  chairman  of 
local  church  activities  in  the  Batesville  First  Church 
Woman’s  Society,  directed  the  serving  of  lunch  to  the 
seventy-five  women  present  who  represented  22  soci¬ 
eties. 

Following  the  lunch,  Mrs.  Garrett  conducted  a  short 
meeting  of  the  executive  committee.  Dates  for  two 
activities  in  the  fall  were  set,  as  follows:  seminar  on 
missionary  education  to  be  held  in  the  Batesville  First 
Church  on  Friday,  September  11;  and  a  prayer  retreat 
to  be  held  at  Camp  Kaetzell  on  October  8  and  9. 


With  The  Districts 

An  executive  meeting  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Fort  Smith  District 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  was  held  June  30,  at  the  new 
Youth  Camp,  near  Paris. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  Mrs. 
Ralph  Cornelius,  District  President, 
with  a  prayer  and  devotional.  Mrs. 
Hubert  Pearce,  Secretary  of  Promo¬ 
tion,  North  Arkansas  Conference 
was  a  special  guest. 

Reports  were  given  by  the  treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  G.  A.  McKee,  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  and  several  secretaries. 

After  the  business  meeting  was 
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adjourned,  a  most  delicious  lunch¬ 
eon  was  served  by  Mrs.  Sam  Rob¬ 
erts,  Booneville,  Ark.,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
McKennon,  Scranton,  Ark.,  Mrs. 
Monte  Harrison,  Greenwood,  Ark., 
Mrs.  Charles  Bryant,  Clarksville, 
Ark.,  and  Mrs.  Wort  Wish,  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Ark. 


The  Jonesboro  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held  an 
“In-Service  Training  Day”  on  Fri¬ 
day,  June  5  at  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Marked  Tree,  Arkansas.  Mrs. 
Hubert  Pearce  of  Paris,  Arkansas 
was  the  inspirational  speaker  with 
her  subject  being  “God’s  Vocabu¬ 
lary.” 


Mrs.  James  Blankenship,  outgo¬ 
ing  district  president,  presided  over 
the  business  session  and  the  officers 
training  period.  A  pledge  service 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Claude  Heeb, 
Harrisburg,  district  treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  William  Hall,  conference  treas¬ 
urer. 

In  a  service  of  consecration  of  of¬ 
ficers  conducted  by  Miss  Mildred 
Ozment  of  Jonesboro,  conference 
vice-president,  two  new  officers 
were  installed:  Mrs.  C.  O.  Wofford 
of  Weiner  as  district  president  and 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Scott  of  Blytheville  as 
district  recording  secretary.  Rev. 
Harold  Womack  was  the  host  pas¬ 
tor. 


Officers  Installed 

At  a  recent  service  the  following 
officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Blackwater 
Methodist  Church  were  installed  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth: 
president,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Burkhalter; 
vice-president,  Mrs.  V.  R.  Watts; 
secretary,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Wunstel;  treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  G.  O.  Willis. 

*  ♦  * 

Officers  for  the  DeQueen  Woman’s 
Society  for  the  new  year  are:  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Baugh,  president;  Mrs.  Fred 
Arnold,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Hugh 
Green,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Bandy,  treasurer.  Mrs.  Baugh  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  June  meeting,  when 
Mrs.  Arnold  gave  the  opening  de¬ 
votional  on  “Re-creation,”  with 
Mrs.  Hugh  Carruth  as  pianist.  Life 
Membership  pins  were  presented  to 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Leighton  and  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Bolding. 


»  *  * 

The  Stanford  Woman’s  Society 
met  at  the  church  July  8  with  Mrs. 
Earl  Gramling,  president,  in  charge. 
The  program,  “Building  Christian 
Character”  with  Mrs.  Grambling, 
Mrs.  Elbert  Bruner,  Mrs.  Cleo 
Owens,  Mrs.  Jerry  Gramling  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Penry  discussing  the 
topics  of  youth  leaders,  behavior 
problems,  group  work,  recreational 
facilities  and  community  centers 
for  youth. 

Mrs.  Bruner  led  the  discussion  on 
the  second  chapter  of  Luke. 


Eunice  Society 
Completes  Four-Day 
Mission  Study 

The  Woman’s  Soeiety  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Eunice,  Louisiana  complet¬ 
ed  a  four-day  mission  study  the 
date  of  June  2-5.  The  title  of  this 
study  was  “Understanding  Other 
vCultures”  and  was  taught  by  Mrs. 
L.  D.  O’Brien.  The  study  was  cli¬ 
maxed  on  Friday  June  5  with  a 
luncheon,  where  chop  suey  was  the 
featured  dish.  A  special  feature 
during  the  study  was  the  showing 
of  colored  slides  made  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  McNamara  while  they 
were  living  in  Japan  several  years 
ago.  These  slides  showed  interest¬ 
ing  features  of  one  of  the  oldest  cul¬ 
tures,  that  of  the  Japanese  people. 


Attention:  N.  Ark. 
Women 

Miss  Mabel  Ruth  Nowlin,  who 
will  teach  the  course  on  Africa  in 
the  North  Arkansas  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  August  24-28,  requests  that 
women  collect  news  items  and  oth¬ 
er  information  relating  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  bring  to  the  school.  Articles 
for  interest  centers  will  be  needed, 
also. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  OLDEST  KNOWN 
CHRISTIAN  CHALICE  —  The  Chalice  of  An¬ 
tioch,  the  oldest  known  in  Christendom,  is  said 
to  have  been  discovered  by  Arab  well-diggers 
near  Antioch,  Syria,  almost  50  years  ago.  Dating 
from  the  fourth  or  possibly  fifth  century,  the 
Ty^-inch  high  carved  silver  cup  is  now  on  display 
at  the  Cloisters  branch  of  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  in  New  York.  On  its  outer  case 
symbolic  grape  vines  entwine  two  central  figures, 
apparently  of  Jesus  in  his  youth  and  after  the 
Resurrection,  and  10  seated  men  with  scrolls 
hailing  him.  An  inner  cup,  no  longer  believed  to 
be  the  Holy  Grail  used  by  Christ  and  his  disciples 
at  the  Last  Supper,  has  a  capacity  of  more  than 
two  quarts.  (RNS  Photo) 


TUNIS,  TUNISIA  (RNS)  ‘OUR  GREATEST 
TRAGEDY'  —  Refugee  children  waiting  for  food 
in  Tunisia.  The  lot  of  these  youngsters  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  those  like  them  around  the  globe  was 
described  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  as 
"our  greatest  human  tragedy."  A  special  message 
released  in  connection  with  the  launching  of  the 
World  Refugee  Year  called  for  prayers,  intensi¬ 
fied  action  and  "continuing  charity"  on  behalf  of 
the  estimated  45,000,000  displaced  persons 
throughout  the  world.  (RNS  Photo) 


s 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  REMEMBER  THE  TIME  ...A  Massachusetts  couple 
who  emigrated  from  Russia  many  years  ago  reminisce  about  former  church 
life  there  while  visiting  the  Soviet  exhibition  of  science,  technology  and 
culture  in  the  New  York  Coliseum.  Thousands  of  curious  Americans  flocked 
to  the  fair  with  general  reaction  varying  from  mild  enthusiasm  to  general 
skepticism.  (RNS  Photo) 


$*"•  -  * 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  Below— CHINESE  OR¬ 
PHAN  GETS  U.S.  HOME  THROUGH  CWS— 
Four-year-old  Lori,  one  of  six  Chinese  orphans 
flown  here  from  Hong  Kong  by  Church  World 
Service  in  co-operation  with  International  Social 
Service,  meets  her  new  parents  (center),  the 
Richard  Samuelsons  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  Con- 
gregationalists.  Dick,  11;  Mark,  9;  and  Steve, 
5  also  welcome  their  adopted  sister  as  James 
W.  Wine,  associate  general  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  extends  a  reassuring 
hand.  CWS  is  the  international  relief  agency  of 
the  NCC.  (RNS  Photo) 


Above— YOUNGSTERS  FLOCK  TO  VACA¬ 
TION  CHURCH  SCHOOLS— These  vacation 
church  school  youngsters  are  typical  of  the  some 
8,000,000  boys  and  girls  attending  schools,  day 
camps  and  work-and-play  groups  this  summer. 
About  100,000  schools  are  being  held  by  indivi¬ 
dual  churches  or  groups  of  churches.  Aim  of  the 
program  is  to  reach  some  of  the  estimated  27,- 
000,000  children  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  who 
do  not  attend  church.  (RNS  Photo) 

Below  (RNS)  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  IN  FOR¬ 
MOSA  —  Chinese  children  listen  eagerly  to  their 
teacher  at  a  Christian  Sunday  school  in  Taipei, 
Formosa.  (RNS  Photo) 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Louisiana  Holds 


Above 


Registrants  came  from  each  of  the  eight 
districts  of  the  conference .  The  New  Orleans 
District  led  with  17,  the  Monroe  registered  16, 
and  the  Lake  Charles  14. 


Below 


A  vocal  point  of  interest  was  the  literature 
table  where  local  church  school  leaders  found 
helpful  resource  material  for  future  use. 


Below 


There  were  many  high  moments  of  inspira¬ 
tion.  Among  these  was  the  sermon  on  Sunday 
morning  by  Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  Conference 
Lay  Leader  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Conference  On  Church  School  Administration 


Shown  here  are  several  scenes  from  the  re-  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Education 
cent  annual  Conference  on  Church  School  Ad-  attracted  approximately  100  church  school  lead- 
ministration  held  at  Camp  Brewer  near  Alexan-  ers  from  throughout  Louisiana, 
dria,  June  27-28.  The  conference  sponsored  by. 


Above 

A  feature  of  the  conference  was  four  discussion  groups  which  held  two  sessions.  Pictured 
above  are  chairmen  of  local  church  Commissions  on  Education.  This  group  met  in  the  dining  hall. 


Above 

In  the  list  of  important  activities  were  meals  in  the  camp  dining  hall.  Pictured  here  are 
registrants  entering  the  dining  hall  for  the  last  meal. 


Below 

Conference  leaders  are  shown  here  making  plans  for  next  year's  conference,  June  25-26,  1960. 
They  are,  L  to  R,  Thomas  A.  Pitt  of  Monroe,  1959  chairman;  C.  O.  Foil  of  Shreveport,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  of  Shreveport,  conference  board  executive  secretary;  C.  E.  Gardner 
of  Lake  Charles,  1960  chairman;  and  Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson  of  Monroe,  1959  program  chairman. 
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Not  All  African  Activity 
Makes  The  Newspapers 

This ,  Too,  Stirs 
Africa  And  Africans 

By  Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth 
Elisabelhville,  Belgian  Congo 

The  most  important  activity  in 
Africa  today  does  not  get  into  the 
newspapers. 

'  There  are  a  lot  of  things  going 
on  in  Africa  that  are  in  the  news¬ 
papers,  and  rightly  so:  the  birth 
throes  of  a  new  nation  in  Ghana; 
stirrings  toward  nationhood  all 
over  the  Continent;  the  Congo 
seeking  funds  for  the  biggest  hy¬ 
dro-electric  installation  in  the 
world  to  be  placed  at  Inga  on  the 
Congo  River;  racial  prejudices  and 
discriminations;  uranium  produced 
in  the  Congo  which  is  pushing  for¬ 
ward  the  atomic  age;  African  lands 
linked  with  Asian  as  a  powerful 
block  in  international  affairs.  All 
these  are  given  attention. 

But  history  that  is  being  written 
by  the  events  of  these  days  is  indi¬ 
cating  more  and  more  that  the  most 
important  thing  is  not  in  the 
achievement  of  political  control, 
not  in  the  realization  of  scientific 
mastery  of  environment,  not  in  the 
securing  of  adequate  financial  re¬ 
sources.  It  is  rather  in  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  people  who  exercise 
that  control,  demonstrate  such 
mastery,  and  administer  the  funds. 
Are  they  convinced  of  the  value  of 
persons  over  property?  Are  they 
concerned  about  the  welfare  of 
other  peoples?  Are  they  able  to 
overlap  barriers  that  separate  peo¬ 
ple?  Do  they  act  in  both  justice 
and  love?  Do  they  abide  by  the 
truth? 

History  is  proving  that  the  great¬ 
est  fact  about  living  is  that  the 
Way  of  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to 
assure  that  we  have  a  peaceful, 
satisfying,  enduring  world.  There¬ 
fore,  I  am  convinced  that  the  most 
important  activity  in  Africa  today 
is  that  of  Christian  education.  Edu¬ 
cation  of  any  kind  is  securing 
growth  in  the  ability  to  guide  and 
control  the  acts  of  life  in  harmony 
with  the  truth  and  facts  of  that 
particular  phase  of  life  and  to  be 
able  to  express  oneself  in  terms  of 
that  truth.  If  one  has  musical  edu¬ 
cation,  we  expect  control  of  the 
voice  in  terms  of  the  laws  of  music. 
If  one  has  a  scientific  education, 
we  are  looking  for  the  development 
of  the  ability  to  control  all  acts  in 
accord  with  the  laws  of  science.  If 
a  person  has  mechanical  education, 
we  expect  him  to  control  activities 
in  harmony  with  the  demonstrated 
truths  about  physics  and  mechan¬ 
ics.  And  so,  in  home  economics, 
one  is  expected  to  be  able  to  con¬ 
trol  life  in  accord  with  the  laws  of 
dietetics  and  healthful  living.  So, 
it  is,  that  in '  all  education  we  ex¬ 
pect  growth  in  the  ability  to  con¬ 
trol. 

Christian  education  seeks  growth 
in  the  ability  to  direct  what  we  do 
in  harmony  with  the  Way  of  Christ 
and  to  be  able  to  express  ourselves 


MISSIONARY  JOURNALISTS'  CONFAB.  Trevor  Shaw  (left),  director  of 
Envoi  Publications  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  confers  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
C.  Sprinkle  (center),  editor  of  World  Outlook,  Methodist  missions  maga¬ 
zine,  and  Arthur  J.  Moore,  Jr.,  associate  editor,  in  World  Outlook's  New 
York  offices.  Mr.  Shaw,  a  New  Zealand  sports  writer  turned  missionary, 
works  with  a  staff  of  20  African  editors  and  writers  in  publishing  tour 
Christian  magazines  in  the  Congo.  In  the  United  States  to  make  contact 
with  American  church  magazines,  Mr.  Shaw  told  of  Envoi  Publications  at 
the  executive  committee  meeting  of  the  Joint  Section  of  Education  and 
Cultivation  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  Though  Mr.  Shaw  gives 
advice  on  content  and  policy,  the  editorial  decisions  are  made  by  the  Afri¬ 
can  editors.  About  90  per  cent  of  the  material  is  written  by  Africans.  One 
of  the  writers  is  an  African  woman,  who  Mr.  Shaw  says  is  the  only  full-time 
woman  journalist  in  the  Congo. 


Psychiatrist-Missionary 
Needed  Overseas 

The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a 
psychiatrist  to  go  as  a  missionary 
to  serve  an  important  psychiat¬ 
ric  institute  overseas.  Either  a 
man  or  a  woman  will  be  accept¬ 
able.  Professional  qualifications 
are  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree, 
and  certification  as  a  psychiatrist 
by  the  American  Board  of  Psy¬ 
chiatry  and  Neurology.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  person  selected  should 
have  “a  deep  commitment  to  the 
cause  of  Christian  missions,  and 
a  warm  Christian  experience.” 
For  further  information,  write 
Harold  N.  Brewster,  M.D.,  medi¬ 
cal  secretary,  Board  of  Missions, 
150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  11, 
N.Y. 


to  others  about  that  way.  The 
Christian  church  is  engaged  every¬ 
where  in  that  task  and  it  must  suc¬ 
ceed  everywhere.  That  is  why  I  am 
interested  in  what  is  going  on  in 
Christian  education  in  every  land 
and  why  all  who  read  this  need  to 
be  interested  in  what  is  going  on 
in  Christian  education  in  Africa. 

So  I  am  convinced  that  the  most 
important  thing  that  is  going  on  in 
Africa  does  not  get  in  the  papers. 
It  is  that  constant  effort  to  secure 
growth  in  the  adoption  of  the  Way 
of  Jesus  Christ  into  the  lives  of  the 
people  yvho  will  lead  Africa  as  it 
comes  more  and  more  into  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  whole  world. 


New  Movie  Reveals 
Believer’s  Struggle 
Inside  U.S.S.R. 

Out  of  the  red  night  of  Russia 
comes  a  fresh  and  vivid  portrayal 
of  a  cause  that  will  not  die,  though 
harassed,  restricted  and  despised. 
‘‘RED  NIGHT”  portrays  authentic¬ 
ally  the  apostolic  courage  with 
which  the  believing  remnant  in 
Russia  confronts  the  atheistic  pres¬ 
sures  that  have  relegated  Chris¬ 
tians  to  second-class  citizenship. 

The  tension  and  heartache  be¬ 
tween  Igor,  dedicated  and  ambitious 
young  Communist  party  official, 
and  his  sister  Anya,  wholly  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  service  of  Christ, 
form  the  dramatic  core  of  a  color¬ 
ful  and  heart-stirring  story  of  what 
it  means  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ 
in  Russia  today. 

“RED  NIGHT”  is  presented  by 
Paul  E.  Freed,  President  of  the 
Voice  of  Tangier,  radio  broadcast¬ 
ing  station  of  Tangier,  Morocco. 
Rev.  Ben  Armstrong,  who  accom¬ 
panied  Mr.  Freed  on  their  recent 
trip  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  was 
the  photographer.  They  were  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  obtain  rare  mo¬ 
tion  pictures  of  Christian  families 
in  their  homes,  as  well  as  of  their 
public  worship  services.  Shown  in 
the  film  are  Red  Square,  the  Krem¬ 
lin,  Moscow  University,  the  rigid 
discipline  of  the  grade  schools,  the 
patient  queues  before  stores  where 
some  coveted,  scarce  article  has 
been  advertised,  rare  and  forbid¬ 
den  shots  of  a  communal  farm,  the 
all-pervading  military  establish¬ 
ment,  and  many  other  scenes  show¬ 
ing  life  in  Russia  today,  including 
“enshrined”  models  of  the  Sput¬ 
niks. 

The  film  is  16mm,  in  full  color, 
running  time  30  minutes.  It  is 
available  for  rental  from  Iversen- 
Ford  Associates,  175  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  10,  N.Y. 


A  Methodist  Bishop 
Looks  At  The 
Meth.  Missionary 

What  is  a  missionary  like? 

A  graphic  answer  to  this  oft- 
asked  question  has  been  given  by 
Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of  the  Los 
Angeles  area  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  A  world-traveler  and  the 
president-designate  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop  Ken¬ 
nedy  wrote  as  follows  in  the  June 
issue  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area 
News  Edition  of  Together  maga¬ 
zine  under  the  heading  “Resource¬ 
ful  Men”: 

“Nothing  needs  correction  more 
than  the  world’s  picture  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary.  To  many  people  he  is  a 
sentimental  impractical  dreamer 
who  is  not  too  bright.  His  wife  is 
supposed  to  be  a  dowdy  creature 
with  no  sparkle  and  no  sense  of 
style.  His  children  are  pictured  as 
frustrated  youngsters  who  never 
have  a  good  time.  Brother,  you 
could  not  be  more  mistaken. 

“The  missionaries  I  know  are 
not  only  preachers  but  men  who 
can  repair  a  roof,  overhaul  a  motor, 
or  perform  an  operation.  They  are 
the  most  resourceful  men  I  have 
ever  met.  Their  wives  are  charm¬ 
ing  and  their  children  are  happy 
and  attractive.  In  my  book  they 
are  Christian  leadership  at  its  best. 
Business  would  pay  any  price  to 
get  such  people  to  represent  it  in 
faraway  places.  Yet  they  serve 
Christ  and  the  Church  for  a  finan¬ 
cial  pittance  and  never  complain. 

“If  you  are  looking  for  the  great¬ 
est  investment  in  the  world,  I  offer 
you  the  missionary  enterprise  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 
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Obituary 

DULANY— Alfred  D.  Dulany,  80 
years  old,  of  Athens,  Louisiana, 
passed  away  at  a  nursing  home  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  June  12,  1959, 
after  a  lingering  illness  for  several 
months  duration. 

Mr.  Dulany,  a  native  Texan, 
moved  to  Claiborne  Parish,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  when  a  small  boy  and  has  re¬ 
sided  in  the  town  of  Athens  where 
he  was  in  mercantile  and  school 
supply  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  retired  to  his  farm  home 
at  Old  Athens  until  his  passing.' 

Mr.  Dulany  married  Miss  Ida 
Mullennix  in  the  early  1900’s.  She 
preceeded  him  in  death  about  four 
years.  Without  children  of  their  own 
they  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  Mr. 
Dulany’s  niece,  Frances  Mullennix, 
in  infancy  when  her  mother,  Mrs. 
V  a  1  p  e  n  Watson  Mullennix,  died. 
Frances  remained  with  them  and 
they  educated  her  and  she  devel¬ 
oped  into  one  of  the  loveliest  Chris¬ 
tian  characters.  In  appreciation  of 
Frances’  kindness  and  affection  to 
them  she  was  awarded  all  of  their 
estate. 

Mr.  Dulany  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Athens  and 
gave  his  support  in  his  attendance 
and  means  as  long  as  he  lived.  His 
home  was  a  lovely  place.  He  will 
be  greatly  missed  by  his  friends  and 
church  people. 

Mr.  Dulany  was  mayor  of  the 
town  at  one  time  and  while  so  he 
was  a  great  promoter  in  schools  and 
churches  for  both  white  and  colored 
people.  In  the  Methodist  church  he 
was  church  school  superintendent 
for  several  years.  In  his  passing,  the 
community  lost  a  valuable  citizen. 
To  look  into  his  gentle  face  and 
eyes  one  would  know  that  here  was 
a  man  that  loved  his  Lord. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in 
Athens*  Methodist  Churoh,  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  pastor  Rev.  C.  Ed  Henkel 
and  assisted  by  a  former  pastor. 
The  Rev.  S.  B.  Dampier.  Burial  was 
in  Old  Athens  cemetery. 


Methodist  Pioneer  In 
News  Gathering  and 
Distribution  Succumbs 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
corporated  into  Methodist  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  Mrs.  Turpin  became  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Nashville  office. 

Dr.  Ralph  Stoody,  New  York 
City,  director  of  the  Commission 
on  Public  Relations  and  Methodist 
Information  said,  “Mrs.  Turpin  was 
a  pioneer  in  organized  Methodist 
press  relations.  To  perpetuate  her 
professional  skill,  the  depth  of  her 
dedication  to  her  church,  and  her 
Christian  spirit  in  all  relationships 
has  been  the  ideal  of  the  four  na¬ 
tional  and  20  area  offices  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Information  which  have  de¬ 
veloped  from  the  secular  press  bu¬ 
reau  she  founded  and  managed  in 
Nashville.” 


THREE  RELIGIONS 
ARE  CHALLENGE  TO 
CHRISTIANITY 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

In  the  homelands  of  Hinduism, 
and  Islam,  they  have  become  allied 
with  a  growing  nationalism,  Miss 
Billingsley  said.  These  religions 
are  being  used  by  the  leaders  of 
the  nations  as  a  cement  for  nation¬ 
al  solidarity,  she  added. 

“For  centuries,  most  of  the  non- 
Christian  religions  waned  in  vital¬ 
ity  and  influence,  but  that  has 
changed  as  a  new  sense  of  pride 
has  developed  in  anything  related 
to  the  cultural  history  of  a  coun¬ 


try,”  Miss  Billingsley  said.  “Being 
a  member  of  the  religion  of  one’s 
country  denotes  patriotic  pride. 
Burmese  nationalism  holds  that  a 
true  Burman  is  a  Buddhist,  and 
many  believe  that  a  patriotic  In¬ 
dian  is  a  Hindu.” 

The  task  of  propagating  the 
Christian  faith  in  some  countries 
where  religious  nationalism  has 
arisen  is  further  complicated  by  the 
identification  of  Christianity  with 
western  colonialism,  Miss  Billings¬ 
ley  said.  In  some  areas,  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  white  western  missionaries 
and  the  use  of  foreign  funds  by 
local  churches  has  placed  upon  the 
Christian  church  the  stigma  of  “im¬ 
perialism,”  she  added. 

“In  the  face  of  resurgent  non- 
Christian  faiths  and  of  other  new 
problems  confronting  the  Christian 
world  mission,  has  the  task  of  the 
church  changed?”  Miss  Billingsley 
asked.  “Do  we  Christians  have  a 
message  for  this  hour? 

“We  do.  We  have  an  unchang¬ 
ing  Gospel.  But  at  the  same  time, 
we  must  be  sensitive  to  changed 
situations  so  that  God  may  effect¬ 
ively  use  each  Christian  as  His  wit¬ 
ness.  The  new  challenge  for  the 
Christian  church  is  to  claim  the 
changed  situation  for  Christ  —  a 
Christ  who  belongs  to  all  cultures.” 

One  of  several  ways  in  which 
the  Methodist  Church  and  other 
Protestant  churches  are  seeking  to 
meet  the  new  challenges  is  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  chain  of  study 
centers  around  the  world,  Miss  Bil¬ 
lingsley  said.  Started  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  these  are  cen¬ 
ters  where  Christians  are  studying 
non-Christian  cultures  in  an  effort 
to  understand  them  and  to  devise 
fresh  methods  for  penetrating  them 
with  “the  light  of  the  Chrisitan 
Gospel.” 


In  Hong  Kong  a  Swedish  mis¬ 
sionary  established  a  Christian 
mission  to  Buddhists,  Miss  Billings¬ 
ley  said.  A  converted  Buddhist 
monk  made  it  possible  for  one  of 
the  study  centers  to  be  established 
in  a  former  temple.  As  monks 
give  up  their  former  faith,  they  are 


given  continued  Christian  teachings 
and  taught  a  trade,  she  said. 

“The  encounter  of  religions  in 
these  c'enters  is  no  pastime  for 
weak  Christians;  it  offers  a  bold 
new  venture  for  pioneering  Chris¬ 
tians  on  an  unfolding  frontier,” 
Miss  Billingsley  said. 
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Louisiana  Conference 


Commission  On  Minimum  Salary  Report 


By  Jimmie  J.  Carraway,  Secretary 


The  Commission  on  Minimum 
Salaries  of  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  met  in  Alexandria  on 
June  29  and  30  and  made  grants  to 
36  pastors  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  who  will  be  serving  a  total  of 
79  churches.  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
commission  to  disburse  each  year 
the  amount  which  was  received  the 
previous  year.  Funds  received  this 
past  year  totaled  just  over  $25,000.00 
and  grants  approved  at  the  first 
meeting  this  year  totaled  just  over 
$24,000.00.  The  following  grants 
have  been  approved  for  this  confer¬ 
ence  year: 

Alexandria  District  —  Mrs.  Lelia 
Hickman,  $122.50;  Cecil  C.  Mims, 
$828.00;  H.  B.  Crammer,  $265.00;  H. 
P.  McFarland,  $1055.00;  George  H. 
Sherman,  Jr.,  $900.00;  L.  G.  Shaw, 
$662.50;  Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr.,  $866.00; 
Wm.  A.  Holt,  $779.00;  W.  R.  Akin, 
$800.00. 

Baton  Rouge  District: — R.  L.  Clay¬ 
ton,  Jr.,  $200.00;  A.  M.  Martin, 
$430.00;  J.  C.  Bonds,  $700.00;  C.  J.  T. 
Cotton,  $781.50;  Alvin  Mayo,  $1000.- 
00;  C.  A.  Martin,  $675.00;  J.  H. 
Casey,  $700.00. 

Lafayette  District  —  C.  J.  Thibo¬ 
deaux,  $275.00. 

Lake  Charles  District  —  Henry 
Pickett,  $880.00. 

Monroe  District  —  F.  P.  Corie, 
$1100.00;  E.  H.  House,  Jr.,  $275.00; 
Byron  Crosby,  $900.00;  J.  D.  Bell, 
$1078.00;  W.  G.  Stegall,  $939.00. 

New  Orleans  District — W.  M.  Fin- 
nin,  $650.00;  N.  D.  Pearce,  $520.00. 

Ruston  District — J.  E.  Constable, 
$410.00;  G.  P.  Goodwin,  $270.00;  J. 

D.  Pyles,  $690.00;  V.  L.  Westbrook, 
$637.00;  David  Corley,  $426.00. 

Shreveport  District — Kenny  Nor¬ 
ton,  $500.00;  John  Lee,  $600.00;  F. 
C.  Lankford,  $600.00;  E.  L.  McKay, 
$700.00;  L.  C.  Scott,  $800.00;  H.  R. 
White,  $1050.00. 

The  Minimum  Salary  Fund  is  a 
brotherhood  fund  provided  by  the 
ministers  and  churches  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference.  Every  minister  is 
assessed  an  amount  equal  to  one  per 
cent  of  the  minister’s  base  salary. 
The  following  payments  were  re¬ 
corded  by  the  conference  treasurer 
to  the  fund  this  past  conference 
year: 

Alexandria  District — G.  M.  Hicks, 
$91.00;  J.  S.  Jones,  41.00;  R.  L.  Gar¬ 
rett,  21.00;  O.  W.  Spinks,  53.00;  Con¬ 
rad  Edwards,  31.00;  H.  B.  Crammer, 
22.00;  Claude  O.  Hall,  none;  J.  J. 
Caraway,  60.00;  S.  S.  Holladay,  47.- 


00;  Grafton  Shaw,  17.50;  Henry 
Pinckard,  9.00;  John  Sayes,  27.00; 
John  F.  Kellogg,  37.30;  Carl  Lipe, 
36.00;  D.  R.  Deen,  32. .00;  James  O. 
Sharpe,  5.00;  Clyde  T.  Shaw,  none; 
A.  G.  Taylor,  54.00;  A.  P.  Smith, 
39.00;  Frank  Stage,  none;  H.  P.  Mc¬ 
Farland,  19.95;  M.  L.  Davis,  none; 
Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr.,  16.50;  Odell 
Simmons,  17.00;  George  Pearce,  Jr., 
66.00;  W.  R.  Akin,  35.00;  Clark  W. 
Bell,  51.00;  W.  H.  Carroll,  37.50;  A. 
D.  St.  Amant,  Jr.,  36.00;  J.  F.  Kil¬ 
patrick,  57.00;  M.  H.  Hockenhull, 
30.00;  Champ  Breedon,  none;  Ed. 
Pickens,  none;  J.  W.  Lee,  none; 
Mrs.  Lelia  Hickman,  34.40;  R.  H. 
Staples,  63.00;  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr., 
85.00;  Robert  L.  Tatum,  18.00. 

Baton  Rouge  District — G.  R.  Mes¬ 
ser,  54.00;  George  M.  Hess,  21.00; 
John  H.  Sewell,  59.00;  J.  P.  Wood¬ 
land,  42.00;  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  120.- 
00;  Hugh  L.  Baker,  54.00;  J.  W. 
Ailor,  54.00;  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.,  61.00; 
A.  J.  Cain,  84.00;  Stone  Caraway, 
42.50;  J.  L.  Stovall,  70.00;  W.  E. 
Trice,  100.00;  R.  H.  Allen,  50.00;  T. 

J.  Smith,  33.00;  W.  O.  Lynch,  52.00; 
Dale  Crozier,  5.20;  R.  B.  Crichlow, 
70.00;  M.  D.  Corrigan,  none;  V.  M. 
Culpepper,  43.00;  G.  M.  Horne, 
30.00;  Ned  L.  Stout,  58.00;  John 
Casey,  19.00;  M.  D.  Felder,  53.00; 
J.  M.  Wilkes,  none;  E.  W.  Sandel, 
19.00  (under  Port  Allen);  J.  A. 
Knight,  36.00;  E.  R.  Thomas,  66.00; 
J.  B.  Shearer,  39.00;  Karl  D.  Wood, 
39.00;  C.  H.  Giessen,  45.00;  John  C. 
Bonds,  14.00;  C.  J.  T.  Cotton,  17.00; 
Wayne  Perrott,  36.00;  J.  W.  Keller, 
none;  T.  D.  Lipscomb,  none;  E.  E. 
Sylvest,  30.00;  W.  J.  Reid,  51.00;  J. 
W.  Matthews,  Jr.,  55.00;  John  M. 
Winn,  Jr.,  36.00;  M.  C.  Paine,  none; 

R.  A.  Townsend,  25.00;  G.  H.  Corry, 
24.00;  J.  W.  Lawton,  none;  A.  L. 
Carruth,  51.00;  James  Hodge,  16.80; 
P.  W.  Sibley,  none;  Carey  A.  Mar¬ 
tin,  23.00;  R.  Ed  Taylor,  49.00;  For¬ 
rest  Griffin  (Concord),  none;  D.  W. 
Poole,  85.00;  W.  E.  Hotalen,  60.00; 

R.  E.  Parrott,  none. 

Lafayette  District — R.  M.  Bent¬ 
ley,  51.00;  Kirby  Vining,  42.00;  Joe 
H.  Robinson,  42.00;  Louis  Hoffpauir, 
65.00;  Raymond  Pierson,  43. .00;  G. 
A.  LaGrange,  12.60;  Etienne  Brouil- 
lette,  none;  A.  S.  Hurley,  57.00; 
Travis  Campbell,  none;  B.  A.  Gal¬ 
loway,  84.00;  Ira  Robinson,  36.00; 
J.  B.  McCann,  36.00;  James  L.  Ad¬ 
ams,  29.00;  A.  M.  Martin,  26.00;  Byrl 
Moreland,  41.00;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
45.00;  Fred  S.  Flurry,  75.00;  J.  C. 
Zerrangue,  17.00;  O.  L.  Golson,  Jr., 
none;  R.  W.  Bengtson,  45.00;  Jack 
Cooke,  66.00;  R.  E.  Walton,  53.00; 


Harlan  Guillet,  none;  Gerald  Hoff¬ 
pauir,  6.00;  C.  J.  Thibodeaux,  25.00; 

J.  W.  Boyd,  none;  E.  W.  Day,  41.00; 
R.  R.  Branton,  85.00;  A.  O.  Jernigan, 
41.00. 

Lake  Charles  District  —  Taylor 
Wall,  52.00;  A.  A.  McKnight,  52.20; 

R.  H.  Jamieson,  none;  J.  C.  Skinner, 
51.00;  Donald  Hall,  none;  Wilson 
Watson,  61.00;  S.  W.  Lantrip,  none; 
George  W.  Harkins,  51.00;  Henry 
Pickett,  27.80;  R.  R.  Miller,  none; 

K.  G.  McDowell,  66.00;  Raymond 
Crofoot,  38.00;  Jack  Winegeart, 
55.00;  G. 'C.  Dean,  39.00;  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  102.00;  H.  Don  Guynes,  none; 
J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr.,  24.00;  H.  A.  Gibbs, 
61.00;  L.  Ray  Branton,  21.00;  C.  W. 
Quaid,  66.00;  E.  B.  Emmerich,  72.00; 
W.  C.  Blakely,  24.75;  Rex  S'quyers, 
51.00;  C.  R.  McCammon,  61.00;  Oak¬ 
ley  Lee,  68.00;  Louis  Coppage,  37.00; 
C.  B.  Crumnow,  42.00;  E.  R.  Haug, 
72.00;  W.  F.  Howell,  53.00;  Don  Ris- 
inger,  64.00;  Sam  Nader,  85.00; 
James  W.  Donaldson,  none. 

Monroe  District  —  L.  L.  Booth, 
80.00;  B.  B.  Forman,  40.00;  W.  L. 
Strong,  11.50;  Bryan  Crosby,  19.50; 

S.  B.  Dampier,  31.00;  D.  T.  Williams, 
46.00;  E.  H.  House,  Jr.,  25.00;  Ira  A. 
Love,  50.00;  R.  C.  Wilbanks,  30,75; 
J.  P.  McKeithen,  48.00;  R.  K.  Fried¬ 
rich,  39.00;  C.  Ed.  Henkle,  35.60; 
F.  P.  Corie,  19.00;  Cecil  C.  Mims, 
27.00;  John  D.  Bell,  18.80;  George  D. 
York,  none;  Wallace  Reeves,  none; 

E.  W.  Corley,  none;  James  O.  Evans, 
20.00;  L.  Gray  Wilson,  39.00;  G.  W. 
Pomeroy,  91.00;  W.  E.  Nolan;  36.00; 
W.  M.  Allen,  39.00;  W.  R.  Cain,  57.00; 
B.  R.  Oliphant,  80.00;  Lea  Joyner, 
27.50;  J.  J.  Davis,  40.00;  J.  M.  Poole, 
41.00;  E.  L.  Tatum,  53.00;  W.  L. 
Baker,  33.00;  Wm.  M.  Stegall,  20.00; 
W.  D.  Boddie,  60.00;  Theron  Mc- 
Kisson,  33.00;  Fred  A.  Mead,  36.00; 
Ted  T.  Howes,  55.00;  Wm.  F.  Mayo, 
60.00;  H.  R.  Hine,  42.00;  S.  E.  Ster- 
rett,  31.50;  B.  P.  Durbin,  33.00;  T.  A. 
Brown,  36.00;  W.  D.  Milton,  66.00; 
Don  Wineinger,  43.00;  W.  H.  Bengt¬ 
son,  51.00;  A.  W.  Coody,  42.00;  James 

T.  Harris,  85.00. 

New  Orleans  District  —  John  T. 
Redmon,  56.00;  J.  H.  Bowdon,  83.00; 
W.  M.  Jacocks,  33.00;  R.  L.  Potter, 
30.00;  J.  E.  Christie,  none;  W.  M. 
Finnin,  20.00;  N.  H.  Melbert,  91.00; 
A.  M.  Baker,  51.00;  E.  P.  Drake, 
none;  A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  none;  A.  A. 
Collins,  49.00;  J.  C.  Rousseaux,  none; 
M.  H.  Corley,  57.00;  Clyde  C.  Fraz¬ 
ier,  102.00;  C.  D.  Pinkard,  9.00;  Tom 
O.  Crosby,  35.40;  M.  S.  Robertson, 
37.00;  E.  W.  Harris,  91.00;  Don  W. 


Alverson,  54.00;  E.  J.  Barksdale, 
57.00;  A.  M.  Serex,  111.00;  R.  M. 
Collie,  none;  G.  W.  Poole,  III,  none; 
H.  G.  Ensenat,  9.00;  Lael  S.  Jones, 
46.00;  R.  I.  Galatas,  23.00;  R.  L. 

Clayton,  Jr.,  12.60;  C.  D.  Pinkard, 

II. 00;  Spencer  Wren,  63.00;  L.  A. 

Foreman,  36.00;  E.  Ebb  Munden, 

III,  42.00;  H.  G.  Williamson,  none; 

S.  P.  Emanuel,  36.00;  R.  C.  Carter, 

51.70;  N.  D.  Pearce,  23.00;  F.  C. 

Lankford,  18.00;  K.  K.  Carithers, 
27.00;  F.  W.  Campbell,  10.00;  W.  H. 
Giles,  51.00;  Mrs.  Rose  Carithers, 
10.40;  L.  W.  Taylor,  42.00;  H.  A. 

Rickey,  85.00;  Franklin  P.  Poole, 
none;  H.  L.  Daughenbaugh,  Jr., 
42.00. 

Ruston  District  —  R.  L.  Peyton, 
62.00;  Price  Allen,  none;  Abe  M. 
Conerly,  none;  William  Peeples, 
9.00;  J.  E.  Constable,  25.80;  R.  E. 
Carter,  39.00;  Charles  Wilder,  23.00; 
J.  T.  Garrett,  16.00;  R.  F.  DeBusk, 
Jr.,  none;  David  Corley,  22.84;  V.  L. 
Westbrook,  21.50;  C.  K.  Brooks, 
none;  W.  C.  Barham,  45.00;  I.  A. 
Patton,  36.40;  Stephen  Wendt,  27.16; 
Jerry  A.  Means,  36.00;  Jimmie  D. 
Pyles,  22.00;  Jay  Koonce,  9.00;  R.  D. 
Coles,  39.00;  J.  A.  Jones,  35.00;  Leon 
Marsalis,  27.00;  Jack  H.  Midyett, 
64.50;  John  G.  Gieck,  30.00;  Terrel 

T.  Lowe,  33.00;  Wm.  P.  Fraser,  58.00; 
Loyd  Williams,  61.00;  George  P. 
Goodwin,  26.00;  L.  J.  Futch,  27.50; 
M.  W.  Merrill,  72.00;  Wm.  B.  Shaw, 
48.00;  Joe  W.  McClain,  27.00;  Troy 
Garrett,  31.00;  Roy  Grant,  36.00; 
Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  48.00;  V.  D. 
Morris,  81.00;  J.  R.  Woodward,  27.00; 
Warren  Taylor,  21.00;  Paul  Cassels, 
30.00;  Robert  Shirley,  26.00;  James 
W.  Jones,  none;  W.  R.  Wendt,  66.00; 
R.  H.  Hearne,  6.70;  Luman  Douglas, 
85.00;  C.  B.  White,  72.00;  J.  E.  Hearn, 
48.00;  W.  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  none. 

Shreveport  District — Harold  Mc- 
Clung,  37.00;  J.  L.  Beasley,  41.00; 

L.  A.  Carrington,  36.00;  Kenneth 
Norton,  16.00;  William  Holt,  12.00; 
Lawrence  Gilbert,  37.00;  W.  V.  Sir- 
man,  40.00;  A.  M.  Brown,  66.00;  Fred 
Schwendimann,  54.00;  Webb  Pom¬ 
eroy,  18.00;  E.  L.  McKay,  21.00;  R.  L. 

, Clayton,  47.00;  D.  F.  Anders,  36.00; 
Harry  Pagett,  none;  Floyd  McCarty, 
none;  E.  C.  Dufresne,  41.00;  E.  A. 
Keasler,  none;  Leonard  Cooke,  4.00; 
J.  B.  Grambling,  41.00;  P.  M.  Cara¬ 
way,  8.00;  John  B.  Koelemay,  51.00; 
D.  L.  McGuire,  63.00;  M.  C.  Cady, 
31.00;  L.  M.  Sawyer,  27.00;  Russell 
Brown,  none;  A.  T.  Law,  46.00;  Rob¬ 
ert  Lawton,  none;  Roger  White, 
12.00;  Shiloh— J.  V.  Clouse,  4.00;  G. 
W.  Harbuck,  91.00;  L.  L.  Broadus, 
42.00;  George  W.  Ross,  50.00;  Roy 
Mouser,  71.00;  D.  L.  Dykes,  111.00; 
H.  B.  Bailey,  63.00;  Ira  W.  Flowers, 
72.00;  B.  F.  Youngblood,  44.00;  El- 
dred  Blakely,  51.00;  B.  C.  Taylor, 
100.00;  Fred  O.  Shirley,  45.00;  Estill 

F.  Allen,  Jr.,  42.00;  B.  E.  Bond,  57.00; 

G.  W.  Dameron,  58.00;  Tracy  Arn¬ 
old,  45.00;  T.  M.  Lancaster,  none; 
Floyd  Durham,  36.00;  John  Lee, 
18.00;  K.  G.  Rorie,  60.00;  J.  C.  Whit¬ 
aker,  57.00;  W.  T.  Hall,  40.85;  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  85.00;  Karl  Tooke,  78.00; 
Bentley  Sloan,  85.00;  Jim  McLain, 
23.00;  Webb  Pomeroy,  none. 
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The  Lafayette  District  Intermediate  Camp,  held  at  Berwick,  was  the  director.  Other  adult  workers  included 
Camp  Brewer  June  8-13,  was  attended  by  81  campers  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Bengston,  Mrs.  Kirby  Vining,  Rev. 
and  12  adult  workers.  Intermediates  from  19  of  the  Jack  Cooke,  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann,  Mr.  Earl  Taylor,  Mrs. 
churches  in  the  Lafayette  District  studied  as  their  theme  N.  A.  Love,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Reeves,  Mrs.  Ray  Taylor,  Miss 
for  the  week,  "Christian  Growth."  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  Helen  Vining,  and  Mrs.  John  Abrams. 


Two  Shreveport  Men 
Plan  European  Trip 
Next  Month 

Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  and  R.  Z.  Biedenharn, 
president  of  the  Coca  Cola  Bottling 
Co.  of  Shreveport,  will  leave  by 
July  30  for  New  York,  the  first  leg 
on  a  36  day  trip  to  Europe  and  the 
Holy  Land. 

On  July  31  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey  and 
R.  Z.  Biedenharn  will  fly  to  London 
where  they  will  join  a  group  of  12 
ministers  from  Kansas. 

After  a  two-day  excursion  to  Ox¬ 
ford  University,  the  Shakespeare 
country  and  other  points  of  histori¬ 
cal  interest,  they  will  continue  to 
Berlin  and  Warsaw  to  study  the 
current  religious,  political,  economic 
and  social  conditions  of  Central 
Europe.  On  August  10  they  will  ar¬ 
rive  in  Athens,  taking  a  side-trip 
to  Corinth,  after  which  they  will 
leave  for  Cairo. 

On  August  15  they  will  reach 
Beirut  in  Lebanon,  and  from  there 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Program  Told 
For  Human 
Relations  Conf . 

Ambassador  Romulo  from  the 
Philippines,  an  Indian  educator  who 
has  served  on  the  Billy  Graham 
team,  and  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines 
are  among  the  principal  speakers 
at  the  Methodist  Conference  on  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  to  be  held  at  Dallas, 
Texas,  Aug.  31 -Sept.  4. 

The  conference,  which  is  expected 
to  attract  some  1,200  delegates,  will 
be  held  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Eight  general 
agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church 
are  cooperating  in  sponsoring  it. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and  the 
District  Superintendents  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  have  named  the 
following  persons  from  Louisiana  as 
delegates  to  the  conference:  Rev. 
D.  W.  Poole  of  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  A. 
W.  Townsend  of  Alexandria,  Dr.  Ben 
R.  Oliphint  of  Monroe,  Rev.  Robert 
Ed  Taylor  of  Zachary,  Rev.  Merlin 
W.  Merrill  of  Minden,  Rev.  Spencer 
Wren  of  Monroe,  Guyton  Watkins 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Meth .  Musicians 
Hold  Biennial 
Conference  in  Dallas 

By  Jo  Ann  Newby 
Methodist  Information 

Some  400  musicians  from 
throughout  the  United  States  at¬ 
tended  the  National  Fellowship  of 
(Methodist  Musicians,  Biennial  Con¬ 
ference  which  was  held  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
July  12-17. 

A  revision  of  the  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal  has  been  recommended  by  the 
musicians.  To  aid  in  revision  of  the 
hymnal,  the  fellowship  suggested  a 
survey  be  made  through  the  church 
regarding  the  choice  and  use  of 
hymns. 

The  recommendation,  officials 
said,  will  go  to  the  committee  on 
Memorials  of  the  Commission  on 
Education.  The  invitation  to  make 
the  survey  was  extended  through 
the  Commission  on  Worship. 

Final  action  on  such  a  change  will 
have  to  come  from  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church 
which  will  be  held  in  Denver  in 
1960. 

Attending  from  Louisiana  were 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Brewer,  Jr.,  of  Wisner, 
Pat  H.  Chaffin,  Jr.  of  Lake  Charles, 
Mrs.  James  B.  Coffman  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  Mrs.  Otis  Coles,  Jr.  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  Mrs.  Russell  L.  Hudson  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kerry 
of  Bossier  City. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Patton  of  Shreveport, 
George  Pool  of  New  Orleans,  Doro¬ 
thy  Lee  Roach  of  Wisner,  William 
C.  Teague  of  Shreveport,  A.  C.  Vo- 
ran  of  Shreveport,  and  Mrs.  Don 
Whipple  of  Shreveport.* 

Other  reports  read  to  the  conven¬ 
ing  musicians  were  those  of  a  previ¬ 
ous  conference  which  provided  that 
certified  ministers  of  music  be  ex- 
officio  members  of  the  official  board 
of  the  local  church  in  which  they 
serve  and  that  such  officials  are 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Lay  Conference 
Program,  Date 
Announced 

Expected  To  Draw  Upwards  of 
300  Laymen  August  15-16 

The  program  for  the  annual  Lou¬ 
isiana  Laymen’s  Conference  has 
been  announced  by  the  conference 
promotion  committee,  Robert  P.  Lay 
of  Gilliam  and  Don  Easterwood  and 
Joe  Moore  both  of  Shreveport. 

The  Conference  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  Sunday,  August  15,  16, 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

The  Conference  is  expected  to  at¬ 
tract  upwards  of  300  Methodist  lay¬ 
men  from  all  sections  of  Louisiana, 
and  will  feature  eight  discussion 
groups,  the  topics  of  which  will  em¬ 
phasize  various  aspects  of  lay  work 
in  local  churches. 

Robert  G.  Mayfield  of  Chicago, 
general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Lay  Activities,  will  be  the 
featured  inspirational  speaker,  de¬ 
livering  messages  on  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  and  on  Sunday  morning.  Oth¬ 
er  out  of  state  leaders  secured  for 
the  program  include  Dr.  J.  Otis 
Young  of  Chicago,  one  of  the  asso¬ 
ciate  publishers  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Various  discussion  groups  and 
their  leaders  include,  Stewardship 
and  Finance,  Guyton  Watkins  of 
New  Iberia;  Methodist  Men,  Thom¬ 
as  A.  Pitt  of  Monroe;  Lay  Leader¬ 
ship,  J.  N.  Fomby  of  Alexandria; 
Official  Boards,  Judge  R.  J.  O’Neal 
of  Shreveport;  Lay  Speaking,  Jason 
Smith  of  Homer;  Serving  Christ  in 
My  Vocation,  Dick  Corrponder  of 
Baton  Rouge;  Christianizing  Com¬ 
mittee  Life,  Claduis  Mayo  of  Lake 
Charles;  and  Theology  For  Laymen, 
Howard  Daughenbaugh  of  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Conference  leaders  request  that 
laymen  planning  to  attend  the  con¬ 
ference  write  to  Don  G.  Easterwood, 
527  Marshall  Street,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  The  conference  registra¬ 
tion  fee 'of  $6.00  includes  three  meals 
and  the  night  lodging. 

1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  July  23 -August  1  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


July  23  . James  2:  1-  7 

July  24  . James  2:  8-17 

July  25  . James  2:18-26 

July  26  . James  3:  1-12 

July  27  . James  3:13-18 

July  28  . James  4:  1-10 

July  29  . James  4:11-17 

July  30  . James  5:  1-12 

July  31  . James  5:13-20 

August  1  . Peter  1:1-12 


Kentwood  Opens  New  Sanctuary  Sunday 


Methodist  of  Kentwood  will  hold 
open  house  for  their  new  sanctuary 
with  appropriate  services  next  Sun¬ 
day,  July  26,  according  to  Rev.  Karl 
D.  Wood,  Sr.,  pastor. 

The  new  sanctuary  is  a  complete 
renovation  of  the  former  building  at 
the  same  site.  It  is  a  red  brick  with 
impressive  white  cast  stone  over  the 
entrance.  The  entire  church  plant 
including  the  sanctuary  and  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  is  completely  air- 
conditioned  and  centrally  heated. 

A  fellowship  dinner  will  be  served 
at  the  church  following  the  morn¬ 
ing  service.  Open  house  will  be  held 
in  the  afternoon  from  3:00  to  4:30 
o’clock,  with  special  evangelistic 
services  beginning  Sunday. 


SIX  NEW  WORKERS,  who  officially  joined  the  ranks  of  Methodist 
missionaries  June  21,  kneel  at  the  altar  of  the  Gobin  Methodist  Church  in 
Greencastle,  Ind.  The  three  young  men  and  three  young  women  were  com¬ 
missioned  for  missionary  service  by  Bishop  Cyrus  B.  Dawsey  of  Columbia, 
S.  C.,  a  retired  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil.  The  ceremony 
was  conducted  at  the  closing  service  of  the  Methodist  Furloughed  Mission¬ 
aries  Conference  on  the  campus  of  DePauw  University.  The  new  missionaries 
are  (left  to  right)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hughlett,  Cocoa,  Fla.,  going  to  the 
Belgian  Congo;  the  Rev.  Edwin  Heyer,  Marlette,  Mich.  (Mrs.  Heyer,  at  her 
husband's  right,  previously  had  been  commissioned,)  going  to  Southern  Rho¬ 
desia;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Babcock,  Englewood,  Colo.,  going  to  South¬ 
east  Asia,  and  Miss  Jennie  Jo  Warriner,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  going  to  Korea. 
About  400  persons,  most  of  them  missionaries  on  furlough,  witnessed  the 
commissioning  service.  (Methodist  Prints  By  Richarby) 


Plan  Proposed  For  Mission  To  Vatican; 
Said  Designed  To  Silence  Opposition 

WASHINGTON,  (ERA) — An  “unostentatious  beginning”  of  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Vatican  has  been  proposed  to  the  Senate  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  of  which  J.  W.  Fulbright  (D.,  Ark.), is  chairman.  The  pro¬ 
posal  is  that  a  permanent  Charge  d’  Affaires  be  appointed  by  the  State  De¬ 
partment,  thus  requiring  no  Congressional  approval  or  special  allocation 
of  funds.  It  is  recommended  that  the  procedure  “function  quietly  and 
without  attracting  too  much  attention”  in  order  that  the  “non-Catholic  op¬ 
position  in  the  United  States  would  lose  some  of  its  momentum  as  it  grew 
accustomed  to  the  fact  that  we  had  someone  at  the  Vatican.” 

The  recommendation  concludes,  “Those  who  are  objecting  today  might 
even  become  convinced  with  time  that  U.S.  official  contacts  with  the  Holy 


See  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  religious  matters,  but  were 
concerned  solely  with  our  national 
security,  as,  of  course,  would  be  the 
case.”  The  recommendation  is  found 
in  a  current  “Study  of  United  States 
Foreign  Policy,  Summary  of  Views 
of  Retired  Foreign  Service  Offi¬ 
cers,”  prepared  for  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United 
States  Senate  by  an  anonymous 
Foreign  Service  officer.  Those  ex¬ 
pressing  their  views  were  delib¬ 
erately  kept  anonymous,  and  at 
points  the  study  was  highly  critical 
of  current  United  States’  foreign 
policy. 

In  the  arguments  for  a  U.S.  mis¬ 
sion  at  the  Vatican  it  was  asserted 
that  since  the  United  States  is  the 
chief  champion  of  peace  and  sta¬ 
bility  in  the  political,  economic  and 
social  field,  and  since  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  “is  the  implacable 
foe  of  atheistic  Communism,”  there¬ 
fore  “the  United  States  has  no  bet¬ 
ter  ally  in  its  struggle  against  the 
Communist  ideology  and  in  the 
preservation  of  Christianity.” 

One  retired  Foreign  Service  of¬ 
ficer  cited  in  the  report  stated  that 
since  the  Vatican  directs  the  moral 
and  religious  lives  of  over  300  mil¬ 
lion  persons,  it  has  developed  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  communications  channels 
and  gathers  information  that  could 
be  valuable  to  the  United  States 
government,  but  which  might  not 
otherwise  be  available.  The  further¬ 
ance  of  the  good  neighbor  policy 


with  Latin  America  was  also  cited 
as  an  argument  for  establishing  dip¬ 
lomatic  relations  with  the  Vatican. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  when  the 
President  formerly  had  a  personal 
representative  stationed  at  the  Vati¬ 
can,  this  arrangement  was  highly 
pleasing  to  the  representatives  of 
the  Latin  American  countries.  “A 
permanent  U.S.  mission  to  the  Holy 
See,”  it  was  claimed,  “would  tend 
to  renew  and  increase  to  our  ad¬ 
vantage  this  favorable  impression.” 

Assuming  that  permanent  diplo¬ 
matic  contact  with  the  Vatican 
should  be  no  longer  delayed,  one 
anonymous  retired  Foreign  Service 
officer  proposed  his  plan  for  this 
to  be  accomplished.  He  recognized 
that  a  full-fledged  permanent 
American  ambassador  is  out  of  the 
question  at  the  moment,  both  be¬ 
cause  of  opposition  within  the 
United  States  and  because  of  dis¬ 
satisfaction  in  the  Vatican  itself 
with  representation  of  an  equivocal 
or  temporary  nature. 


Washington,  D.C.  (RNS) — Church 
construction,  riding  the  crest  of  a 
new  boom,  reached  $427,000,000  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  six  months  of  1959,  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  first  six  months  of  last 
year  by  10  per  cent,  the  Depart¬ 
ments  of  Commerce  and  Labor  re¬ 
ported  here. 

Construction  during  June  amount¬ 
ed  to  $79,000,000,  an  increase  of  13 
per  cent  over  the  same  month  last 
year. 


Possible  Action  At  1960  General  Conference 

Sees  Likelihood  Of  General  Board  Merger 


Chicago,  (MI) — Merger  of  three 
of  The  Methodist  Church’s  general 
boards  dealing  with  social  concerns 
seems  quite  likely,  but  the  blueprint 
of  the  new  structure  is  yet  to  be 
formulated.  Final  action  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  merger  cannot  be  taken  until 
the  meeting  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference,  which  opens 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  April  27,  1960. 

The  three  boards  directly  involved 
are  the  Bbard  of  Temperance,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  and  the  Board  of  World 
Peace  and  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations,  both  located  in 
Chicago. 

Staff  personnel  and  board  mem¬ 
bers  representing  these  three  agen- 

New  Meth.  Seminary 
To  Open  This  Year 

School  Receives  Endorsement 
Of  Meth.  University  Senate 

The  new  National  Methodist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  has  been  approved  by 
the  University  Senate  to  offer  the 
first  year  of  the  regular  bachelor  of 
divinity  course  during  the  1959-60 
/academic  year. 

Announcement  of  this  action  by 
,the  University  Senate  was  made 
July  3  by  its  executive  secretary, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  Dr.  Gross  is  also  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation’s  Division  of  Educational  In¬ 
stitutions. 

The  University  Senate  is  the  ac¬ 
crediting  and  standardizing  agency 
for  all  educational  institutions  re¬ 
lated  to  The  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

The  proposed  program  and  facili¬ 
ties  of  the  seminary  were  surveyed 
by  a  special  committee  composed  of 
members  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  and  the  committee  on  theologi¬ 
cal  education  of  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate. 

In  authorizing  the  church’s  two 
new  theological  schools,  the  1956 
General  Conference  stipulated  that 
they  must  be  approved  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  and  the  Department 
of  Ministerial  Education  of  the 
Board  of  Education  before  opening 
{heir  doors  for  students.  Approval 
of  the  National  Seminary  by  the 
Department  of  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  was  voted  at  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation’s  annual  meeting  in  January. 

The  church’s  other  new  seminary 
— the  Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Ohio — plans  to  open  in  the  fall 
of  1960.  Its  first  buildings  are  now 
under  construction  on  its  campus 
near  Delaware,  Ohio. 

Dec.  6-13  Set  As 
Date  For  Universal 
Bible  Week  Program 

“The  Everlasting  Light”  is  the 
theme  that  has  been  chosen  for  the 
Worldwide  Bible  Reading  program, 
sponsored  each  year  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society  from  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  to  Christmas,  according  to  Dr. 
James  Z.  Netting,  director  of  the 
program.  This  is  the  16th  consecu¬ 
tive  year  for  the  reading  program. 

December  6  to  13  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  Universal  Bible  Week  so 
that  all  churches  may  celebrate  the 
Bible’s  Day  according  to  their 
church  calendar.  The  week  begins 


cies  met  with  representatives  of  the 
Coordinating  Council’s  committee 
on  structure  in  Chicago  June  25-26 
to  discuss  details  of  the  proposed 
merger. 

Representatives  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  to  Study  the  Jurisdictional 
System  also  conferred  with  the 
group  informally  relative  to  the 
future  of  race  relations  work  in  the 
church. 

The  two-day  conversations  were 
“off  the  record,”  but  at  the  close  of 
the  sessions,  Dr.  J.  P.  Stafford,  Cary, 
Miss.,  layman,  termed  the  meeting 
“encouraging”  and  said,  “I  feel  we 
are  making  definite  progress  to¬ 
ward  a  workable  plan  of  merger.” 
Dr.  Stafford,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Coordinating  Council’s  commit¬ 
tee  on  structure,  presided  at  the 
Chicago  meeting. 

Government  Acts 
To  Preserve  Meth. 
Historic  Site 

Washington,  D.C.  (MI)— President 
Eisenhower  has  signed  a  Congres¬ 
sional  act  authorizing  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  buy  the  land  and  buildings 
adjacent  to  Old  St.  George’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Philadelphia  for 
inclusion  in  the  Independence  Na¬ 
tional  Historical  Park. 

The  church  itself  remains  in 
Methodist  possession,  but  it  will  be 
listed  as  a  park  landmark  and  it  is 
agreed  that  the  historic  structure  of 
the  building  will  be  retained. 

It  appropriates  a  sum  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  $25,000  for  acquisition  of  the 
property  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior. 

The  act  instructs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  “to  enter  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  proprietors  of  the 
St.  George’s  Methodist  Church 
property”  to  assure  the  protection 
and  physical  maintenance  of  the 
church  property  without  expense  to 
the  government. 

The  legislation  was  sought  by  the 
Association  of  Methodist  Historical 
Societies  to  protect  St.  George’s, 
which  is  on  the  fringe  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Park.  The  park  includes  In¬ 
dependence  Hall  and  other  old 
buildings  which  were  prominent  in 
the  early  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  historic  church,  oldest  Meth¬ 
odist  building  in  continuous  use  in 
this  country,  was  dedicated  in  1769 
— 15  years  before  the  formal  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


on  the  second  Sunday  in  Advent 
and  the  high  point  is  reached  on 
Universal  Bible  Sunday,  December 
13. 

Over  fifty  denominations  have 
helped  in  the  selection  of  the  theme 
as  well  as  a  poster.  The  poster  illus¬ 
trating  the  theme,  is  beautifully 
designed  and  printed  in  red  and 
black  on  a  yellow  background. 

Packets  containing  these  features 
and  other  materials  to  help  in  the 
observance  will  be  mailed  early  in 
the  fall  to  pastors  across  the  United 
States.  The  “Bookmarks”  containing 
a  suggested  list  of  daily  readings  for 
the  31-day  period,  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas,  will,  as  usual  be  avail¬ 
able  to  churches,  schools,  libraries 
and  other  institutions  as  well  as  in¬ 
dividuals. 
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Methodist  Temperance  Leader 

Scores  Proposed  FAA  Ruling  On  Drinking 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  new  ruling  under  study  by  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Aviation  Agency  would  prohibit  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages 
aboard  commercial  airliners,  other  than  those  served  by  hostesses  or 
stewards,  and  would  penalize  air  carriers  up  to  $1,000  for  serving  alcohol 
to  a  passenger  who  “either  is  or  appears  to  be  intoxicated.” 

Passengers  who  drink  alcoholic  beverages  from  their  own  flasks  or 
any  beverage  other  than  those  served  and  sold  by  the  airline  would  be 
subject  to  the  same  fine. 

The  proposed  regulation  was  promptly  criticized  by  a  Washington 
temperance  official  as  “an  obvious  effort  to  protect  and  continue  the  serv¬ 
ing  of  alcoholic  beverages  on  the  airlines  by  heading  off  Congressional 
legislation  that  would  outlaw  it.” 


Obscene  Literature 
Blamed  For 
Youthful  Sex  Crimes 

Philadelphia  (RNS) — A  psychi¬ 
atrist,  testifying  before  the  first 
Congressional  field  hearings  into 
the  use  of  mails  to  distribute  por¬ 
nography,  blamed  obscene  literature 
for  an  increase  in  sexual  offenses 
by  young  people. 

Dr.  Nicholas  G.  Frignito,  medical 
director  of  the  Municipal  Court 
here,  said  the  judiciary  has  case 
histories  which  show  that  smutty 
books  led  to  criminal  behavior,  from 
vicious  assault  to  homicide. 

“Children  in  the  ages  from  nine 
to  14  are  most  affected  by  this  in¬ 
decent  material,”  he  testified.  “The 
filthy  ideas  implanted  in  their  im¬ 
mature  minds  impelled  them  to 
crime.” 

Half  of  all  youngsters  sent  to 
Municipal  Court  for  various  of¬ 
fenses,  Dr.  Frignito  added,  have 
purchased  or  had  access  to  salacious 
literature. 

A  subcommittee  on  postal  opera¬ 
tions,  headed  by  Rep.  Kathryn  E. 
Granahan  (D.-Pa.)  is  seeking  to  de¬ 
termine  what  federal  legislation  is 
needed  to  stop  national  traffic  in 
obscene  literature  and  motion  pic¬ 
tures. 

Dr.  E.  Preston  Sharp,  executive 
director  of  the  Youth  Study  Center, 
told  the  subcommittee  that  obscen¬ 
ity’s  greatest  impact  is  on  the  so- 
called  “good  boy”  who  comes  from 
a  tightly  disciplined  family  where 
there  is  little  love  and  little  com¬ 
munication'  between  parents  and 


Organization  To 
Advance  Religious 
Drama  Planned 

Boston  (RNS)  —  A  12-member 
planning  commission  will  be  set  up 
to  study  the  possible  formation  of 
an  interdenominational  nation-wide 
organization  for  the  advancement 
of  religious  drama. 

The  commission  was  authorized  at 
a  Conference  on  Religious  Drama 
here  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  drama  comr 
mittee  and  the  American  Educa¬ 
tional  Theater  Association. 

Conferees  named  a  steering  com¬ 
mittee  to  select  the  commission 
which  will  include  representatives 
of  church,  college,  community  and 
other  theater  groups.  Heading  the 
steering  body  in  Argyle  Knight  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  chairman  of  the 
NCC  drama  committee. 

Recommendations  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  will  be  presented  to  a  consul¬ 
tation  on  religious  drama  to  be  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  NCC  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Education  at  St. 
Louis  in  February  and  to  a  meeting 
of  the  AETA  at  Washington,  D.C.  in 
December. 


child. 

Sex  literature,  he  said,  would  not 
affect  the  youth  who  comes  from 
a  sound  home  which  provides  se¬ 
curity,  reasonable  discipline,  decent 
standards,  and  is  supported  by  good 
church  relations. 


This  charge  was  made  by  Dr. 
Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance  and  chairman  of  the 
Interdenominational  Committee  on 
Alcoholic  Problems,  a  group  which 
co-ordinates  temperance  efforts  of 
14  Protestant  denominations. 

“Announcement  of  the  so-called 
‘rule,’  ”  Dr.  Hooton  said,  “explains 
why  Congressional  hearings  were 
suddenly  cancelled  after  having 
been  announced.”  The  House  In¬ 
terstate  and  Foreign  Commerce 
committee  headed  by  Rep.  Oren 
Harris  (D.-Ark.)  “indefinitely  post¬ 
poned”  hearings  on  the  subject 
May  14  after  already  having  noti¬ 
fied  prospective  witnesses.  A 
spokesman  for  the  committee  said 
there  are  no  plans  now  to  hold 
such  hearings  during  this  session 
of  Congress. 

The  FAA  is  the  new  successor  to 
the  old  Civil  Aeronautics  Admin¬ 
istration  (CAA).  It  said  the  pro¬ 
posed  rule  would  amend  parts  of 
present  Civil  Air  Regulations  that 
govern  interstate  operations  of 


scheduled  airlines  within  the  con¬ 
tinental  limits  of  the  U.  S. 

An  FAA  official  admitted  .  that 
there  is  a  substantial  question  as 
to  how  the  measure’s  penalty  can 
be  collected.  He  said  the  FAA  has 
no  police  powers  and  violation 
would  not  result  in  arrest  of  the 
passenger  on  a  criminal  charge, 
nor  would  he  face  a  court. 

“Presumably  we  would  send  him 
a  letter,”  the  official  said,  “inform¬ 
ing  him  of  the  imposition  of  a  pen¬ 
alty.” 

The  proposed  regulation  is  being 
circulated  to  all  interested  airlines 
and  to  other  government  agencies, 
including  the  Department  of  Jus¬ 
tice,  for  their  comments  before  it 
is  officially  promulgated. 

More  Measures 
Introduced  To  Ban 
Liquor  On  Planes 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
number  of  bills  sponsored  in  Con¬ 
gress  to  ban  serving  alcohol  on  the 
airlines  has  increased  to  ten  while 
debate  has  been  stirred  by  an  ef¬ 
fort  by  the  Federal  Aviation  Agen¬ 
cy  to  regulate  consumption  on 
planes  by  restricting  it  to  drinks 
served  by  airline  employees. 

Rep.  Edward  H.  Rees  (R.-Kan.) 
has  introduced  a  bill  calling  for  a 
flat  ban  on  any  alcoholic  beverages 
on  aircraft. 

His  measure  raises  to  nine  the 
number  introduced  in  the  House 
in  the  current  session.  Others  have 
been  sponsored  by  Reps.  Thomas  J. 
Lane  (D.-Mass.),  John  Bell  Wil¬ 
liams  (D.-Miss.),  Carl  Elliott  (D.- 
Ala.),  Walter  H.  Judd  (R.-Minn.), 
Roy  Wier  (D-.Minn.),  Kenneth 
Hechler  (D.-Va.),  Robert  W.  Hemp¬ 
hill  (D.-S.  C.),  and  Hamer  Budge 
(R.-Idaho). 

A  similar  measure  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  Senate  by  Sen. 
Strom  Thurmond  (D.-S.  C.). 

It  appears  doubtful  that  any  of 
the  measures  will  receive  a  hearing 
during  the  present  session  of  Con¬ 
gress. 


British  Methodists  Urge 
Nuclear  Ban 

Bristol,  England  (RNS) — Unilat¬ 
eral  renunciation  by  the  British 
government  of  the  making  and 
testing  of  atomic  weapons  as  “a 
practical  step  towards  agreement 
among  nuclear  powers”  was  urged 
by  the  Methodist  Conference  of 
Great  Britain  in  a  resolution 
adopted  here. 

The  conference  agreed  to  appoint 
a  commission  to  reconsider  the 
status  of  deaconesses  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  women  in  the  ministry.  This 
is  the  first  time  the  issue  has  been 
reopened  since  the  conference  re¬ 
jected  the  ordination  of  women  11 
years  ago. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  AFRICAN  QUARTET  ON  U.S. 
CHURCH  TOUR  —  The  Ambassadors  Quartet,  believed 
to  be  the  first  Methodist  musical  group  from  the  Dark 
Continent  to  visit  the  U.S.,  have  begun  a  10-month  good¬ 
will  tour  that  will  bring  folk  music  and  hymns  of  their 
homeland  to  29  states  and  the  nation's  capital.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  in  co-operation 
with  the  Rhodesia  Annual  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  they  come  as  representatives  not  only  of  South¬ 


ern  Rhodesia  and  their  denomination,  but  of  all  Africa 
and  its  Protestant  Christians.  Left  to  right:  J.  Njagu, 
mission  teacher;  D.  Kasambira,  assistant  director  of  a 
Christian  social  center;  D.  Nyamarowa,  seminary  stu¬ 
dent;  and  B.  Jambga,  mission  teacher.  They  were  trained 
under  Miss  Marcia  May  Ball  of  Chicago,  III.,  Christian 
education  director  for  the  Rhodesia  conference.  (RNS 
Photo) 
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Editorials 


Are  Drinking  Habits  Changing? 

APPARENTLY,  the  drinking  habits  of  Americans  are  under¬ 
going  some  changes,  and  at  least  one  prominent  physiologist 
credits  legislative  efforts  of  church  organizations,  education 
and  rehabilitation  as  being  responsible  for  a  decline  in  adult  drink¬ 
ers  as  reported  by  a  recent  Gallup  poll. 

Dr.  Andrew  C.  Ivey,  head  of  the  department  of  clinical  service 
at  the  University  of  Illinois,  was  quick  to  ascribe  the  reported  de¬ 
cline  to  these  efforts  in  a  recent  address  before  an  institute  for 
prevention  of  alcoholism  held  in  California. 

A  Gallup  poll  recently  revealed  that  of  the  110  million  adults 
in  the  U.  S.,  55%  drink  alcoholic  beverages  and  45%  do  not,  a 
12%  drop  in  drinking  among  adults  since  1946. 

Many  Protestant  church  groups  have  long  had  this  matter  on 
their  hearts  and  have  worked  earnestly  at  the  task  of  making 
America  sober,  a  task  which  at  times  has  seemed  almost  hopeless 
and  thankless.  If  there  has  been  any  substantial  lessening  of  the 
number  of  beverage  alcohol  drinkers  and  if  this  decrease  is  at¬ 
tributable  in  any  degree  to  efforts  of  church  leaders,  then  America 
owes  a  word  of  gratitude  to  these  church  leaders  who  have  relent¬ 
lessly  kept  the  conscience  of  church  people  sensitive  to  the  great 
moral  issue  here  at  stake. 

If  such  a  gain  has  indeed  been  recorded,  it  should  be  noted 
that  this  has  been  in  the  face  of  an  ever  increasing  campaign  to 
lure  more  Americans  to  drink  by  the  beverage  alcohol  industry. 
Recent  advertising  strategy  by  the  industry  involves  the  use  of 
women  in  their  advertisements  and  a  current  effort  to  convince 
Americans  of  all  ages  that  beer  is  “good  for  you.”  Could  it  possibly 
be  that  these  are  moves  of  desperation  to  halt  the  trend  away  from 
drinking? 

Knowing  What  Is  Best  For  Us 

IF  you  think  you  have  trouble  being  understood  when  you  want 
to  help  someone,  consider  some  of  the  troubles  missionaries 
encounter  which  put  their  whole  endeavor  under  suspicion. 
ERA  reports  that  tribes  of  cannibals  in  New  Guinea  are  convinced 
that  missionaries  are  just  as  cannibalistic  as  they  are,  even  though 
missionaries  are  trying  to  lead  the  tribe  out  of  their  human  flesh 
eating  ways.  The  natives  reason  that  since  a  can  of  fish  has  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  fish,  and  since  a  tin  of  green  peas  has  a  picture  of  peas,  and 
a  picture  of  tomatoes  on  a  tin  invariably  means  tomatoes,  it  is  a 
safe  conclusion  that  a  can  with  a  picture  of  a  baby  on  it  means 
that  the  can  contains  baby  flesh — although  the  can  of  food  is  FOR 
baby  and  not  OF  baby. 

Other  examples  of  this  queer  turn  come  from  North  Thailand 
where  Quaker  Oats  tins  were  opened  by  natives  seeking  “canned” 
human  flesh  because  of  the  picture  of  a  man  on  the  outside.  Once, 
missionaries  were  seen  by  natives  pulling  human  fingers  out  of  a 
tin:  Vienna  sausages. 

These  very  well  may  be  exceptional  instances,  extreme  in 
content,  but  they  nevertheless  illustrate  the  difficulty  many  per¬ 
sons  encounter  who  sincerely  make  an  effort  to  be  of  service  to 
others.  Many  persons  who  are  in  need  of  help  don’t  know  what 
is  really  best  for  them,  and  consequently  are  suspicious  of  attempts 
by  others  to  help  them. 

There  is  not  one  among  us  who  would  not  profit  by  asking 
himself  or  herself  from  time  to  time,  “Do  I  really  know  what  is  best 
for  those  about  me  and  even  for  me?”  Unless  there  is  a  willingness 
to  consider  such  a  question,  there  is  a  likelihood  that  we,  too,  are 
capable  of  mistaking  the  labels  of  others,  and  ascribing  to  them 
characteristics  which  are  altogether  false  and  even  cruel. 


The  Living  Scriptures __  by  Jack  hfamm 


Even  As  The  Master  Did 


Reveals  Hunger  For  Scriptures 

ONE  of  our  news  sources  reports  results  of  a  survey  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas,  of  400  laymen  of  five  denominational  groups 
concerning  their  own  estimate  of  their  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures.  Forty-two  percent  (42%)  rated  their  Biblical  knowl¬ 
edge  as  “not  so  good”;  36%  rated  it  satisfactory,  and  17%,  poor. 
Only  4%  were  sufficiently  confident  of  their  knowledge  to  feel 
they  knew  their  Bibles  well. 

We  do  not  suggest,  conclusively,  that  these  figures  are  typical 
of  other  cities  or  communities,  but  we  suspect  they  are  fairly  rep¬ 
resentative.  We  have  heard  comments  from  various  lay  sources 
that  greater  use,  of  the  Bible  in  Sunday  School  classes  and  by 
preachers  in  their  pulpit  ministry  would  be  greatly  welcomed. 
This  seems  to  be  borne  out  by  the  following  observation  from  the 
Corpus  Christi  report:  “Widely  reported  was  a  feeling  that  they 
were  ‘bored’  and  sometimes  ‘disgusted’  with  church  organizational 
structures  and  would  like  to  see  more  of  the  Bible  and  Christian 
principles  taught.” 

We  see  no  lessening  of  need  for  organization  in  Methodism. 
Perhaps  we  need  a  greater  understanding  and  use  of  what  organi¬ 
zation  we  presently  have.  We  have,  however,  commented  from 
time  to  time  that  more  emphasis  needs  to  be  focused  on  local 
church  matters  such  as  teaching  and  learning,  enlisting  of  more 
members  in  an  active  experience  of  program  participation,  learning 
techniques  of  worship,  and  engaging  in  more  exercises  calculated 
to  convey  a  greater  understanding  of  churchmanship  and  the 
church’s  mission.  With  only  4%  of  church  members  in  a  given 
community  feeling  they  know  their  Bibles  well  and  36%  reporting 
a  satisfactory  Scriptural  knowledge,  and  with  a  goodly  number 
expressing  a  desire  to  see  more  Biblical  and  Christian  principles 
taught,  such  needs  ought  not  to  go  untended. 

Is  there  such  a  hunger  in  your  own  church? 
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Little  Rock  Conference  MYF  News 


“Youth  Give”  Theme 


Of  New  Conference 


Program 

The  first  job  of  the  Conference 
Council  was  to  set  up  a  list  of  em¬ 
phases  for  the  coming  year.  Those 
accepted  by  the  camp  are  presented 
below.  It  is  hoped  that  each  District, 
Sub-district,  and  local  church  will 
use  these  emphases,  so  that  we  may 
have  a  strong,  unified  Conference 
Program. 

YOUTH,  GIVE! 
through  .  .  . 

Prayers 

Presence 

Gifts 

Service 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
MYF  EMPHASES,  1959-60 

I.  Service  Projects 

A.  Build  Craft  Building  at  Tanako 

B.  Help  small  churches  (for  ex¬ 
ample,  sharing  program  ma¬ 
terial,  books,  etc.) 

II.  Leadership  Training 

A.  Conference  Workshop  for 
training  adult  leaders 

B.  District  workshops  to  train 
adult  and  youth  leaders 

C.  Program  Clinics 

III.  Outreach 

A.  Have  mission  study  courses 

B.  Support  MYFund;  Motto:  “Stop 
Paying — Start  Giving” 

IV.  Schools  of  Alcohol  Studies  in  the 
Districts 

V.  More  emphasis  on  vocations 
training  and  enlistment 

VI.  Spiritual  Life  Retreats 

A.  Conference 

B.  District 

C.  Sub-District 

D.  Local 

VII.  Methodist  Beliefs 

A.  Have  Lenten  Reading  Projects 
in  local  churches 

VIII.  Christian  Witness  Missions  in 
local  churches 


National  Convocation 

Some  sixty  youth  and  fifteen 
adults  from  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  will  attend  the  National  Con¬ 
vocation  of  Methodist  Youth  to  be 
held  at  Purdue  University,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Indiana,  August  24-28. 

When  these  people  return  home 
from  the  Convocation,  give  them  a 
chance  to  share  their  experience  by 
giving  them  a  Sunday  evening  MYF 
program. 


Our  New  Directors 

Besides  having  a  new  Conference 
Director  of  Youth  Work  (who’s  Irene 
Thornton  in  case  you  haven’t  heard) 
we  have  three  new  District  Directors 
of  Youth  Work  in  the  conference. 
They  are:  Mrs.  Edward  McLean, 
Rev.  George  Tanner,  and  Rev.  Bob 
Scott. 

Mrs.  McLean,  better  known  to 
most  as  Frances,  is  the  new  Director 
in  the  Arkadelphia  District.  She  is 
the  Director  of  Christian  Education 
at  First  Church,  Malvern. 

The  new  Camden  District  Director 
is  Rev.  George  Tanner,  who  is  the 
Wesley  Foundation  Director  at  Sou¬ 
thern  State  College,  Magnolia. 

Rev.  Bob  Scott,  pastor  of  Fairview 
Methodist  Church  in  Texarkana,  is 


Members  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Council 
sitting  are  Jeaninne  Scott,  Joe  Crain,  Vicki  Rhodes,  Ed- 
wina  Whitman,  and  Irene  Thornton.  Kneeling  are  Mari- 
beth  Wetzig,  Bert  Botter,  Pat  Clyburn,  Maribeth  Prewitt, 


and  Bob  Moore.  Those  standing  are  Skippy  Leek,  Ron¬ 
nie  McCaskill,  Susie  Bickham,  Martha  Mitchell,  Thomas 
Borman,  and  Warfield  Teague. 


Jeaninne  Scott  To 
Head  Little  Rock 
Conference  MYF 

Elected  to  serve  as  president  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  MYF  for 
1959-60  is  Jeaninne  Scott  of  Mal¬ 
vern.  Other  executive  officers  elect¬ 
ed  at  Conference  Camp  at  Camp 
Tanako,  June  17,  are  Joe  Crain, 
Hope,  Vice  President;  Vicki  Rhodes, 
Hazen,  Secretary;  Joana  Dean,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Treasurer;  Edwina  Whit¬ 
man,  Hope,  Publicity  Chairman;  and 
Thomas  Borman,  Stuttgart,  Power 
and  Concern  Representative. 

Area  Chairmen  are  Maribeth  Wet¬ 
zig,  Magnolia,  Faith;  Bert  Botter, 
Hot  Springs,  Witness;  Pat  Clyburn, 
Carlisle,  Outreach;  Maribeth  Prew¬ 
itt,  Tillar,  Citizenship;  Bob  Moore, 
Ward,  Fellowship.  On  the  Board  of 
Missions  are  Martha  Mitchell,  Wal¬ 
do;  Susie  Bickham,  Tillar;  and  Skip¬ 
py  Leek,  Dumas.  Ronnie  McCaskill 
of  Lake  Village  is  on  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Vocations,  and 
Warfield  Teague  of  Arkadelphia  was 
elected  to  the  Camp  Tanako  Board 
of  Trustees. 

the  Hope  District’s  new  director. 

The  other  three  district  directors 
who  are  returning  for  another  year 
are  Mrs.  Mattie  Mae  Rice,  Little 
Rock  District;  Mrs.  Clinton  Patton, 
Pine  Bluff  District;  and  Rev.  Chas. 
Ashcraft,  Monticello  District. 


1959  Conference  Camp 
A  Big  Success! 

Conference  Camp  is  the  legislative 
body  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
MYF.  Twenty  delegates  from  each 
of  the  districts  plus  the  conference 
council  come  to  the  annual  camp. 
There  the  officers  for  the  coming 
year  are  elected. 

The  Conference  Camp  was  held  at 
Camp  Tanako  June  15-19  with  Mrs. 
Edward  McLean  serving  as  Director. 

The  real  highlight  of  the  camp 
was  the  inspirational  speaker,  Dr. 
Harry  Denman,  executive  secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 
He  caused  every  person  at  camp  to 
stop  and  re-evaluate  his  life  in  the 
light  of  Christ’s  teaching.  The  camp 
voted  unanimously  to  ask  him  to 
come  back  next  year. 


Roy  E.  Fawcett 
Scholarship  Fund 

Five  years  ago  a  scholarship  fund 
was  set  up  in  honor  of  Dr.  Roy  E. 


Subscribe  to  POWER,  guide  of 
daily  devotions  written  by  and 
for  young  people.  Subscription 
price:  single  copy,  10  cents;  one 
year,  40  cents;  two  years,  75  cents. 
Write  to  POWER,  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


District  News 

The  Districts  all  over  the  Confer¬ 
ence  are  having  active  summer  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Monticello  District  had 
a  Rally  June  25  at  Camp  Keener 
with  a  Retreat  following. 

The  Little  Rock  District  is  making 
great  plans  for  next  year.  Their 
District  Council  met  June  27  for  the 
purpose  of  planning. 

The  Arkadelphia  District  had  a 
very  successful  Spiritual  Life  Re¬ 
treat  July  6-7  near  Hot  Springs. 

July  11  the  Camden  District  had 
a  District  Rally  at  Jackson  Street 
Church  in  Magnolia. 

The  Hope  District  Council  had  a 
planning  meeting  at  Hope,  First 
Church,  June  24-25.  They  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  have  a  District  Rally  at  De- 
Queen,  July  25. 

The  Pine  Bluff  District  is  planning 
a  District  Rally  for  the  first  week 
in  August. 


Fawcett,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Money  for  this 
fund  is  raised  at  each  camp  at  Tan¬ 
ako  during  the  summer  and  then 
awarded  to  some  student. 

This  summer  the  delegates  to 
Conference  Camp  voted  to  send  the 
money  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Mat¬ 
thews,  who  are  going  to  the  Belgium 
Congo  as  missionaries.  Around  $200 
has  already  been  raised  for  the  fund. 


JULY  23,  1959 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  WALLS  ABOUT  US 

If  we  could  take  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  our  world  today,  we  would 
see  it  checkered  and  crisscrossed  with  walls — walls  of  homes  wherein 
men  have  enclosed  their  loved  ones  and  their  belongings,  walls  around 
factories  and  fences  around  farms.  We  would  behold  the  boundaries 
of  nations  bristling  with  fortifications.  Man  is  a  maker  of  walls. 

And  if  we  were  able  to  take  a  God’s-eye  view  of  our  globe  and 
look  upon  the  hearts  of  men  as  well  as  upon  their  surroundings,  we 
would  see  walls  of  suspicion  cutting  across  our  most  intimate  groups, 
walls  of  distrust  separating  us  into  classes,  walls  of  prejudice  encircl¬ 
ing  races  and  walls  of  hatred  between  nations. 

But  Robert  Frost  has  a  poem  in  which  he  pictures  a  farmer  re¬ 
building  his  stone  fence.  The  frost  and  weather  have  dislodged  some 
of  the  stones.  And  as  the  farmer  replaces  the  fallen  parts  and  con- 
templates-the  continuous  care  required  to  keep  up  his  fences,  he  says 
to  himself,  “Something  there  is  that  doesn’t  love  a  wall.” 

It  is  of  this  we  would  think  today.  Listen  to  the  experience  of  a 
man  who  began  life  as  one  of  the  most  bigoted  partisans  on  record 
and  ended  it  as  one  of  the  most  brotherly.  He  had  confronted  the 
walls  of  family  pride,  race  prejudice  and  religious  sectarianism.  His 
name  was  Paul  and  as  he  nears  the  end  of  his  career  he  gives  the 
secret  by  which  the  dividing  barriers  had  been  burned  away.  He 
points  to  Jesus  Christ  and  says,  “He  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made 
both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between 
us.” 


How  easily  a  wall  can  be  forced  between  neighbors  and  friends. 
In  a  certain  town  two  neighbors  had  a  disagreement.  Their  houses 
stood  on  adjoining  lots.  The  wealthier  of  the  two  decided  he  would 
not  continue  to  be  irritated  by  having  to  look  at  his  neighbor’s  living 
rooms,  nor  would  he  allow  the  other  household  to  look  into  his  win¬ 
dows.  He  therefore  built  a  wall  high  enough  to  shut  out  the  view. 
It  was  a  vivid  symbol  of  how  walls  can  rise  between  friends. 

A  word  spoken,  a  motive  misunderstood,  a  rumor  repeated,  a 
reconciliation  refused — such  are  the  first  stones  in  the  separating 
wall.  One  says,  ‘T  didn’t  start  it,  and  I’ll  not  make  a  fool  of  myself 
by  trying  to  make  up.”  So,  standing  on  pride,  desiring  to  save  face, 
refusing  to  be  magnanimous,  neighbors  build  their  walls  which  divide 
friendships  and  destroy  the  peace  of  communities.  Thus  Jesus  went 
right  at  the  foundation  on  which  these  walls  between  individuals  rise. 
And  what  is  that  foundation?  Is  it  pride — pride  of  opinion,  pride  of 
possession,  pride  of  prestige. 

No  person  ever  chokes  to  death  swallowing  his  own  pride;  quite 
the  reverse.  Who  does  not  know  the  thrill  that  comes  from  swallow¬ 
ing  one’s  resentment  and  making  up  with  a  friend  or  loved  one? 
It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  make  a  friend;  there  is  an  even  greater 
satisfaction  in  making  up  with  a  friend. 

Can  we  bring  Christ  into  our  social  thinking  so  that  He  breaks 
down  these  barriers?  It  would  mean  that  we  would  value  men  for 
their  red  blood  of  manhood,  rather  than  for  their  so-called  blue 
blood  of  heredity.  It  would  mean  that  we  would  judge  a  man  by 
what  he  is  and  not  prejudge  him  by  the  group  to  which  he  belongs 
If  we  would  look  with  the  eyes  of  Christ,  we  would  honor  a  man  for 
the  service  he  renders  and  not  for  the  number  of  servants  he  hires. 

If  we  could  catch  the  spirit  of  Christ,  employer  and  employee 
would  work  together  with  confidence  during  the  week  and  then  feel 
at  home  worshiping  together  in  the  same  church  on  Sunday. 

America’s  aristocracy  is  that  of  worth  and  character.  Washington 
was  rich,  and  Lincoln  was  poor;  but  who  cares  about  that?  A  few 
years  ago,  of  the  two  leading  candidates  for  the  presidency,  one  came 
from  the  slums  of  a  city  and  the  other  from  a  blacksmith  shop  in  the 
Middle  West.  There  should  be  no  ceiling  to  hold  down  a  boy  with 
ability  and  character. 

We  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  call  ourselves  free  countries 
in  contrast  to  the  dictator  regimes.  Pride  in  our  freedom  should  keep 
us  from  the  pride  that  builds  walls. 


"Just  let  my  sermon  run  a  teeny  bit  over  twenty 
minutes  .  .  .!!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 

July  4  in  Israel 

July  4th,  1959  always  will  be  a 
memorable  day  in  my  life.  We  left 
Tel  Aviv,  Israel,  at  8:30  a.m.  headed 
for  Jerusalem. 

We  are  made  to  feel  welcome  all 
over  Israel.  That  little  country  is 
still  enjoying  its  “liberation”  and 
the  people  take  great  joy  in  discuss¬ 
ing  their  new  life.  While  we  were 
celebrating  the  birth  of  our  country 
on  this  day,  we  invited  our  Jewish 
friends  to  help  us  and  they  gladly 
did.  At  the  dining  tables  we  all 
stood  and  sang  The  Star  Spangled 
Banner.  Our  party  of  12  was  en¬ 
larged  by  half  a  dozen  others  from 
the  states  and  they  were  glad  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  day.  Our  lusty 
singing  attracted  several  others  to 
come  and  listen. 

After  dinner  we  did  some  sight¬ 
seeing,  then  returned  to  the  hotel 
where  several  of  us  who  had 
brought  bathing  suits  took  a  re¬ 
freshing  dip  in  the  hotel  pool.  Later 
on  as  I  began  to  write  this  column, 
a  little  Jewish  girl  came  up  to 
watch  the  strange  letters  appear  on 
the  paper.  It  was  interesting  to  try 
a  new  means  of  bridging  the  lan¬ 
guage  barrier.  She  spoke  Hebrew 
and  I  spoke  English  and  we  could 
not  understand  each  other.  Then  I 
spoke  to  her  in  German  and  she 
answered.  Thus  through  a  third  lan¬ 
guage  we  were  able  to  be  under¬ 
stood.  A  small  orchestra  was  re¬ 
hearsing  for  the  evening.  Borrowing 
the  violin  for  a  few  moments,  I 
played  The  Arkansas  Traveller  for 
them  while  a  tap  dancer  interpreted 


it  with  his  feet  .  .  .  truly  a  great 
performance! 

Tonight  we  go  to  the  American 
Embassy  where  they  are  holding 
Open  House  for  all  U.S.  citizens 
who  are  in  Jerusalem. 

As  on  other  trips,  I  find  that  chil¬ 
dren  here  can  be  reached  quickly 
with  a  smile  and  an  outstretched 
hand.  Yesterday  we  visited  a  “Kib¬ 
butz”,  which  is  usually  a  cooperative 
farm.  In  these  cooperative  projects 
the  children  are  kept  in  a  daytime 
nursery  while  their  mothers  work. 
I  felt  that  if  I  could  see  how  happy 
they  were,  1  could  tell  if  the  Jewish 
people  in  general  were  happy.  These 
little  ones  were  quick  to  take  up 
with  the  stranger  who  reached  out 
his  hand.  The  women  who  operate 
the  nursery  are  kindly  persons  who 
seem  to  be  doing  a  fine  job  of  “baby 
sitting”.  And  speaking  of.  “Kib¬ 
butzes,”  these  are  cooperative  proj¬ 
ects  which  furnish  the  means  for 
penniless  Jewish  refugees  from  oth¬ 
er  countries  to  make  a  start  in  the 
new  land.  They  join  the  project 
voluntarily.  Sometimes  it  will  be 
an  agricultural  Kibbutz;  sometimes 
it  will  be  an  industrial  one.  The  idea 
is  that  every  able-bodied  person 
works  and  assumes  his  share  of  the 
burden  of  operations.  Profits  are 
distributed  among  the  workers  who 
come  to  own  the  project  themselves. 
This  sort  of  communal  living  is  un¬ 
heard  of  with  us,  naturally.  From 
the  best  information  that  I  can  ob¬ 
tain,  the  religious  needs  of  these 
people  are  fairly  well  met  .  .  .  prob¬ 
ably  as  well  as  the  average  U.S. 
citizen  has  his  spiritual  needs  met. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ’’  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  August  2,  1959:  WHY  DO  GOOD  PEOPLE  SUFFER? 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  JOB,  CHAPTERS  1  AND  2.  LESSON  TEXT, 
JOB  19:19-25;  42:1-6. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  I  have  heard,  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
now  my  eye  sees  thee.  Job  42:5  (RSV) 


We  begin  today  a  study  of  Unit  VII  which 
has  three  lessons  under  the  general  subject, 
“Life’s  Eternal  Values.”  The  subject  of  the  first 
of  these  three  lessons,  which  we  study  today,  is 
“Why  Do  Good  People  Suffer?” 

Our  lesson  text  is  taken  from  the  Book  of 
Job,  which  has  been  called  the  greatest  literary 
production  ever  written.  Those  who  have  read 
Job  know  that  it  requires  full  concentration  to 
appreciate  the  book.  Anyone  attempting  to  read 
Job  in  a  casual  way  will  miss  the  beauty  of  its 
language  and  imagery  and  be  lost  ip  the  pro¬ 
found  depth  of  its  thought. 

There  are  differences  of  opinion  by  scholars 
as  to  the  nature  and  content  of  the  Book  of  Job 
which  we  would  not  have  space  here  to  discuss. 
Whether  the  book  is  history  or  fiction,  prose  or 
poetry  or  both  makes  little  difference  as  to  the 
truth  it  holds  and  the  lessons  it  teaches.  Whether 
Job  was  a  real  person  of  flesh  and  blood  or  a 
fictional  character,  whether  the  book  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  Gentile  or  Jew  are  all  matters  of  a  sec¬ 
ondary  nature  as  compared  to  the  great  message 
Job  has  for  the  world. 

Like  the  two  books  from  which  our  last  two 
lessons  have  been  taken,  Ruth  and  Esther,  the 
name  of  the  author  of  the  book  and  the  time  of 
the  writing  are  not  known.  Some  attempt  to 
name  an  author  but  reasons  given  for  the  author 
selected  are  not  very  convincing.  Some  feel  that 
the  Book  of  Job  is  among  the  oldest  of  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  the  Old  Testament,  if  not  the  oldest. 
Others  think  that  the  writing  is  of  a  much  later 
date.  We  feel  that  it  is  much  more  important 
that  we  have  such  a  book  with  such  a  message  as 
a  part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  than  that  we  know 
who  wrote  it  and  when. 

Job,  the  principal  character  of  the  book,  has 
been  thought  of  as  the  world’s  number  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  patience.  To  say  one  “Has  the  patience 
of  Job,”  is  to  give  one  of  the  highest  ratings  pos¬ 
sible  in  the  field  of  patience.  Nevertheless,  any¬ 
one  reading  the  Book  of  Job  will  soon  discover 
that,  at  times,  Job  was  anything  but  patient.  At 
times  he  cried  out  against  God  and  his  friends, 
he  bewailed  his  fate  and  even  wished  to  die. 
However,  with  it  all  there  was  in  his  life  such 
a  high  degree  of  patience  as  to  make  him  the 
world’s  outstanding  example  of  patience. 

Job  with  his  patience  was  somewhat  like 
Abraham  with  his  faith.  Abraham  exercised  such 
a  marvelous  faith  in  God  that  he  is  known  as 
the  father  of  the  faithful.  Nevertheless,  Abra¬ 
ham  did  not  always  believe  God.  In  a  time  of 
famine  he  went  with  Sarah  his  wife  into  Egypt. 
Abraham  plotted  with  Sarah  to  tell  the  Egyptians 
that  she  was  his  sister  lest  they  kill  him  in  order 
to  have  her  as  their  wife.  Abraham  had  a  great 
faith  in  God  but  here  he  was  depending  more  on 
a  lie  than  on  God  for  help.  Perhaps,  for  the  time, 
he  was  like  the  little  boy  who  said  of  a  lie,  “It  is 
an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  but  a 
very  present  help  in  the  time  of  trouble.” 

Moses  is  called  the  man  of  meekness.  Moses 
was  not  always  meek.  We  need  but  read  of  the 
time  he  came  back  from  the  mountain  and  found 
the  Israelites,  under  Aaron,  worshiping  a  golden 
calf.  He  threw  down  the  tablets,  on  which  were 
written  the  Ten  Commandments,  with  such  a 
force  that  they  were  broken  in  pieces.  He  de¬ 
nounced  Israel’s  idolatry  with  such  terms  as  that 
the  Israelites  quailed  before  him.  Moses  was  not 


always  meek  any  more  than  Job  was  always  pa¬ 
tient. 

The  Man  Job 

In  Job’s  early  life  he  was  wealthy  and  happy 
with  his  family  about  him.  We  are  told  that  he 
“Was  perfect  and  upright,  and  one  that  feared 
God  and  eschewed  evil.”  We  are  also  told  “That 
this  man  was  the  greatest  of  all  men  of  the 
east.” 

In  accord  with  the  common  thought  of  the 
day  such  a  man  would  be  expected  to  live  hon¬ 
ored  and  respected  by  all  and  finally,  in  old  age, 
be  “gathered  to  his  fathers”  in  peace.  Instead, 
out  of  a  clear  sky  one  calamity  after  another  be¬ 
gan  to  fall  across  the  life  of  Job.  One  messenger 
followed  another  in  quick  succession  telling  of 
the  destruction  of  his  oxen  and  asses  and  serv¬ 
ants,  his  herds  of  sheep  and  the  theft  of  his  cam¬ 
els.  Finally  a  messenger  came  telling  of  the 
death  of  his  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  in 
a  great  storm. 

Following  these  calamities  the  “greatest  of 
all  men  of  the  east”  was  smitten  “With  sore  boils 
from  the  sole  of  his  feet  unto  his  crown.  And 
he  took  him  a  potsherd  to  scrape  himself  withal; 
and  he  sat  down  among  the  ashes.”  It  is  around 
such  a  setting  that  the  rest  of  the  book  is  writ¬ 
ten. 

A  Common  Belief  of  The  Day 

It  was  a  common  belief  of  the  day  *hat  great 
suffering  or  misfortune  came  from  God  as  a 
punishment  for  sin  in  the  life  of  the  individual. 
Conversely,  prosperity,  happiness  and  long  life 
were  the  common  rewards  of  righteousness.  The 
thing  that  made  Lot’s  plight  even  more  pitiful 
was  the  fact  that,  deep  in  his  heart,  he  believed 
this  theory  about  sin  and  suffering.  This  belief 
was  still  common  in  the  day  of  Christ.  It  was 
this  belief,  that  all  suffering  was  the  result  of 
sin,  that  prompted  the  question  the  disciples 
asked  Jesus,  as  they  stood  in  the  presence  of  a 
man  born  blind.  The  question  was,  “Master,  who 
did  sin,  this  man  or  his,  that  he  was  born  blind?” 
Jesus  pointedly  stated  that  this  misfortune  was 
not  the  result  of  sin  either  on  the  part  of  the 
parent  or  the  man  bom  blind. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  Job  was  so  badly  con¬ 
fused  when  his  terrible  misfortunes  came.  He 
believed  that  such  experiences  came  only  as  the 
result  of  sin,  yet  he  knew  that  he  was  not  guilty 
of  any  great  sin.  It  is  not  surprising  either  that 
the  friends  of  Job  who  visited  him  assumed  the 
attitude  they  did.  Since  they  believed  that  Job’s 
sufferings  had  been  sent  on  him  by  the  Lord 
because  of  sin,  they  could  not  even  sympathize 
very  much  with  him  lest  they  seem  to  be  op¬ 
posing  the  will  and  purpose  of  God.  They  possi¬ 
bly  feared  that  a  sympathetic  attitude  might  re¬ 
sult  in  a  similar  punishment  for  them. 

Job  Blamed  God  for  His  Troubles 

Since  Job  held  this  common  belief  about  sin 
and  suffering,  and  since  he  knew*  in  his  case  that 
something  was  badly  wrong,  Job  apparently  had 
but  one  conclusion  left.  Against  his  own  will,  he 
was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  God  was  deal¬ 
ing  unjustly  with  him. 

Job  is  not  the  last  person  to  blame  God  for 
unaccountable  misfortunes.  It  is  not  at  all  un¬ 
common  to  hear  people,  who  are  passing  through 
great  suffering  or  misfortune,  ask,  “Why  has 
God  sent  this  on  me?”  The  idea  that  all  suffer¬ 
ing  or  misfortune  is  the  result  of  sin  lives  in  the 
minds  of  many  people. 


Of  Whai  Did  Job's  Misfortunes  Consist 

While  we  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  God,  in 
Job  1:8  said  of  Job,  “There  is  none  like  him  in 
the  earth,  a  perfect  man  and  an  upright  man, 
one  that  feareth  God  and  escheweth  evil,”  let  us 
consider  the  many  forms  in  which  his  misfor¬ 
tunes  came.  These  misfortunes  seem  to  touch  his 
entire  life. 

(1)  Job  lost  his  material  possessions,  although 
he  was  a  man  of  some  wealth.  (2)  He  lost  his 
children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  in 
one  terrible  storm.  (3)  He  lost  his  health  and 
was  plagued  with  boils  from  head  to  foot.  (4) 
He  lost  the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  the 
confidence  and  sympathy  of  his  wife  who  ad¬ 
vised  him  to  “Curse  God  and  die.”  (5)  Possibly 
the  deepest  hurt  that  came  to  him  was  his  loss, 
for  a  while,  of  his  faith  in  the  mercy  and  justice 
of  God. 

"Why  Do  Good  People  Suffer?" 

Our  lesson  subject  today  is,  “Why  Do  Good 
People  Suffer?  This  is  a  question  that  has  been 
asked  through  the  centuries.  It  has  had  many 
answers  no  one  of  which  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
It  continues  to  be  a  question  that  will  not  stay 
answered.  Consequently  this  question,  “Why  Do 
Good  People  Suffer,”  will  be  asked  again  today 
in  every  Sunday  School  across  the  world  in 
every  church  denomination  that  uses  the  Inter¬ 
national  Sunday  School  Lessons. 

Many  suffer  because  of  inherited  weaknesses 
or  physical  defects,  although  the  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  life  of  the  sufferer  is  of  the  highest  order. 
Many  good  people  suffer  as  a  result  of  accidents 
for  which  they  were  in  nowise  to  blame.  It  has 
happened  again  and  again  that  missionaries,  who 
are  among  the  most  consecrated  people  of  earth, 
have  suffered  physical  and  mental  tortures  and 
many  of  them  death  itself,  not  because  of  sin  in 
their  lives,  but  because  of  a  consecrated,  unself¬ 
ish  service  to  God  and  man. 

Christianity  is  not  merely  a  way  to  get  out 
of  trouble  and  be  happy  ourselves,  it  is  a  way  of 
life  that  helps  others  out  Of  trouble  and  into  a 
happy  life.  Anyone  vitally  Christian  is  not  much 
concerned  about  ridding  self  of  all  pain  as  he  is 
of  helping  others  to  be  rid  of  anything  that  hurts 
them  physically  or  spiritually.  In  other  words, 
the  Christian  is  not  so  much  concerned  about 
feeling  good  as  he  is  about  doing  good.  Our  Lord 
suffered  voluntarily  that  we  might  not  have  to 
suffer  for  our  sins.  It  was  also  Jesus  who  said, 
“The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his  lord.”  At 
another  time  Jesus  said,  “In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulations.”  Never  did  Jesus  promise  that 
Christians  were  to  be  free  from  pain  and  suf¬ 
fering. 

Life  Has  Experiences  We  Cannot  Understand 

If  we  attempt  to  find  a  satisfactory  explana¬ 
tion  for  all  the  experiences  of  life,  we  will  find 
ourselves  disappointed  again  and  again.  Many 
things  happen  to  the  best  of  people  here  that 
they  will  never  understand  until  they  see  the 
light  of  another  world  fall  across  them. 

We  believe  that  God  is  our  Father  and  that 
God  is  love.  Believing  that,  it  will  often  be 
necessary  for  us,  by  faith,  to  accept  some  ex¬ 
periences  of  life  as  beyond  the  power  of  our 
finite  minds  to  understand.  In  patience  and  faith 
we  accept  them  with  the  feeling  that  “All  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God.” 

Job  Expected  Vindication  By  Posterity 

Job  wanted  his  testimony  to  be  written  in  a 
book  or  “graven  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead  in  the 
rock  forever.”  If  his  own  generation  did  not 
understand  him,  Job  wanted  his  experiences  to 
be  written  down  that  unborn  generations  might 
read  and  know  that  his  sufferings  and  other 
misfortunes  were  not  the  result  of  sin  in  his  life. 

The  thing  Job  wanted  actually  happened. 
The  whole  story  was  written  in  a  book  and  the 
world  came  to  know  centuries  ago  that  personal 
sin  and  wickedness  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  misfortunes  he  suffered.  Job  be¬ 
came  immortal  as  the  man  of  patience.  His  life 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  multiplied  millions  of 
earth  also  as  he  exercised  a  “Faith  that  did  not 
shrink,  though  pressed  by  every  foe.” 

"I  Have  Heard  of  Thee— Now  My  Eye  Sees  Thee" 

There  came  a  time  in  the  life  of  Job  when  his 
knowledge  of  God  was  no  longer  a  “hear-say” 
matter.  He  had  heard  about  God.  Now,  as  he 
goes  through  this  soul  shaking  experience,  he 
feels  that  he  has  seen  God  for  what  He  truly  is, 
and  no  longer  doubts. 


JULY  23,  1959 


Page  Seven 


REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  preached  in  serv¬ 
ices  at  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  July  19.  Rev.  James 
E.  Christie  is  the  pastor. 

BILL  GARLAND,  member  of  the  Logansport 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  student  at  Louis¬ 
iana  Tech  at  Ruston,  will  serve  as  a  counselor 
in  one  of  the  New  York  Y.M.C.A.  Boys’  Camps 
this  summer.  The  camp  is  located  just  a  few 
miles  out  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 

REV.  BARRY  BAILEY,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
the  speaker  at  Youth  Activities  Week  of  the 
Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
July  13  through  17.  Fun,  fellowship,  food,  and 
worship  were  enjoyed  by  the  group  each  eve¬ 
ning  from  6:30  until  9:30.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  is 
the  pastor. 

CHARLES  CRADDOCK  is  the  newly  elected 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jonesville.  Elected  to  serve 
with  Mr.  Craddock  are  the  following:  Oscar 
Wurster,  vice-chairman;  and  Preston  Richard, 
secretary.  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

CHAPLAIN  OAKLEY  E.  EDWARDS  will  leave 
in  August  for  his  new  assignment  of  one 
year  in  Iwo  Jima.  Chaplain  Edwards  hopes  to 
attend  part  of  the  Louisiana  Pastor’s  School  in 
August.  He  has  been  at  Scott  Air  Force  Base  in 
Illinois.  His  wife  and  family  will  not  be  able 
to  accompany  him  on  his  new  assignment. 

THE  EAST  BOULEVARD  entrance  to  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  at  the  8:30  a.m.  worship  service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  28,  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Hilda  B. 
Reiley.  This  memorial  was  made  possible  by 
her  daughters:  Mrs.  Carroll  Boling,  Mrs.  Clai¬ 
borne  Dameron,  and  Mrs.  Kendall  Eppes.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

REV.  JACK  BLAKEMAN,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Henry  Blakeman  of  Rayville,  and  a  student 
at  Emory  University  Theological  School,  spoke 
at  the  evening  worship  service  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  on  Sunday,  July  12.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Blakeman  has  one  more  year  before 
receiving  his  B.D.  degree.  Rev.  E.  B.  Emmerich 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

rRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Jonesville,  has 
approved  a  plan  for  building  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  At  a  called  Quarterly  Conference  on  June 
28  the  plan  outlined  by  Richard  Daggett,  build¬ 
ing  committee  chairman,  was  unanimously 
adopted.  John  W.  Baker  &  Associates  of  Winns- 
boro  are  the  architects.  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home-Hospital,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  at  both  the  morning  worship 
services  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Sunday,  July  12.  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Potter,  pastor  of  the  Castle  Manor  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  preached  at  the  evening 
service.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

MISS  MARY  DODGEN  has  assumed  duties  as 
assistant  director  of  education  at  the  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Miss 
Dodgen,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ethan  Dodgen 
of  Fort  Smith,  is  a  recent  graduate  of  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  Arkansas.  She  will  supervise 
the  church  school  program  and  recruitment  of 
new  teachers.  This  is  her  first  full-time  church 
assignment. 

ANDREW  FISHER  is  the  newly  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jennings.  Elected  to  assist  Mr.  Fisher 
were  the  following:  H.  C.  Guillot,  vice-chairman; 
J.  W.  Billodeaux,  secretary-treasurer;  Charles 
Swift  and  Herbert  Buch,  program  chairmen.  At 
the  July  meeting  of  .the  Club  a  film  entitled, 
“A  Bishop  Speaks,”  featuring  a  talk  by  Bishop 
Gerald  Kennedy,  was  shown.  Rev.  Kenneth  G. 
McDowell  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  W.  E.  MORELAND,  as  a  member  of  the 
Earnest  Workers  Class  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  started  a  “Pipe  Organ 
Fund”  in  1951.  Mrs.  William  Palmer  of  the 
Homebuilders  Class  assisted  Mrs.  Moreland,  and 
the  new  pipe  organ  was  installed  and  ready  for 
use  Sunday,  July  12.  Gifts  toward  the  $25,000 
project  now  total  $17,586.75.  Another  key  per¬ 
son  in  promoting  the  project  was  the  organist, 
Paul  Torgrimson.  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
Sunday,  July  12.  Dr.  Cooke  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Centenary  College,  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  the  University  of  Chicago.  He 
was  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  this 
year  by  Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  Elysian  Fields 
Church. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  presented  a  concert 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Abbeville,  recently. 
This  trip  was  the  third  for  the  group,  which  had 
previously  sung  at  First  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Iberia  and  First  Methodist  Church  in  Crow¬ 
ley.  Several  of  the  anthems  used  were  arranged 
by  Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler,  director.  One,  “Peace  Be 


Within  Thy  Walls,”  is  a  composition  rendered 
two  years  ago  to  commemorate  Asbury’s  second 
anniversary.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  is  pastor  of 
the  Asbury  Church. 

REVIVAL  SERVICES  were  held  at  Center 
Methodist  Church,  on  the  St.  Helena  Circuit, 
recently  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  P.  W.  Sibley 
preaching.  The  Days  Methodist  Church  will  be¬ 
gin  revival  services  on  July  27  with  Rev.  M. 
S.  Robertson,  pastor  of  the  Tangipahoa  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  evangelist.  Revival  services  will 
be  held  at  the  Darlington  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
ginning  August  3,  and  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood,  pastor 
of  the  Kentwood  Methodist  Church  will  be  the 
guest  minister  for  the  services, 
pastor  of  Noel  Memorial  Church. 

REV.  AND  MRS  JOE  H.  ROBINSON  and  their 
son,  James,  were  welcomed  to  their  new 
charge  with  a  reception  and  pounding  given  in 
the  Social  Room  of  the  church  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  11.  Members  of  the  Haughton 
Church  are  building  a  carport  and  two  storage 
rooms  onto  the  parsonage.  They  have  added 
another  air-conditioner  in  the  parsonage,  mak¬ 
ing  the  entire  house  comfortably  cool.  Vacation 
Church  School  at  the  church  closed  Friday, 
June  5,  with  a  picnic  and  worship  service.  There 
were  55  enrolled  with  53  earning  credits. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  J.  McCLENDON  and  son  were 
honored  at  a  farewell  party  following  the 
evening  worship  service  of  the  Jefferson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  June  21. 
Dr.  McClendon  will  serve  as  medical  missionary 
to  India  in  February,  following  orientation  in 
San  Francisco,  California.  The  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Methodist  Men 
were  co-hostess.  They,  along  with  the  MYF 
group  presented  a  money  gift  to  the  McClendons. 
According  to  the  reporter,  Mrs.  Wm.  J.  van  San- 
ten,  “Our  church  will  miss  this  active  family 
in  the  total  program  of  the  church.”  Rev.  A.  A. 
Collins  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  E.  J.  BARKSDALE  were 
honored  at  a  reception  given  in  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building  of  the  Parker  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  welcoming  them  back  to 
the  church  for  another  year.  The  reception  was 
held  at  the  lovely  plantation  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Barnes,  on  the-  “Ole  River  Road.” 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  invited  the  choir,  the  Lamp¬ 
lighters  Class,  the  Official  Board  and  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Parker  Church  to  their  home  to 
spend  the  Fourth  of  July.  A  wonderful  time  was 
had  by  all  who  attended  according  to  the  re¬ 
porter. 

AS  AN  OUTGROWTH  of  the  W.S.C.S.  study 
series  for  1958-59,  the  Church  Library  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  has  been  ex¬ 
panded  in  order  that  it  may  more  adequately 
serve  the  entire  membership  of  the  church, 
through  a  wide  variety  of  fine  books  on  the 
Bible,  religion,  prayer,  and  related  subjects.  The 
Library  Committee  for  this  year  is  Eugene  Fraz¬ 
ier,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Gray,  Joe  Greer,  Mrs.  Sidney  Al- 
sobrook,  Don  Moore,  and  Mrs.  Claude  Ash.  Long 
term  plans  call  for  a  comfortably  furnished  and 
tastefully  decorated  room  conducive  to  reading 
and  study.  The  library  has  been  named  the 
Nicolas  E.  Joyner  Memorial  Library.  Rev.  Mer¬ 
lin  W.  Merrill  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  C.  WHITAKER  and 
their  family,  were  honored  at  a  reception 
given  by  members  of  the  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Robert  Rombach,  Jr.,  on  June  21.  Many 
guests,  members  of  St.  Luke’s  congregation, 
called  between  the  hours  of  4:00  and  6:00  p.m. 
to  welcome  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  and  their 
family,  into  the  Christian  fellowship  of  the 
church.  Receiving  the  guests  were  Mrs.  Rom¬ 
bach,  Mrs.  Carl  Gallaher,  Mrs.  John  R.  Montgo¬ 
mery,  and  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Ward.  A  lovely  arrange¬ 
ment  of  pink  roses  decorated  the  coffee  table, 
while  a  profusion  of  spring  flowers  added  a 
festive  note  to  the  punch  table.  An  assortment 
of  cookies  and  cakes  were  baked  by  the  lad¬ 
ies  of  the  church.  Members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  coffee  table  and  at  the  punch  bowl, 
and  were  responsible  for  the  floral  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  were  also 
honored  by  the  Couples’  Class  of  the  church  on 
June  17. 
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Howard  Daughenbaugh  of  New  Orleans  is  shown  above  presenting  the 
charter  to  the  Men's  Club  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  of  Buras,  at  a 
meeting  June  18.  The  organizational  meeting  was  held  on  April  4.  Officers 
include:  Ray  Shetley,  president;  Jack  Anderson,  vice-president;  Boyce  Ben¬ 
nett,  secretary-treasurer;  Merle  Ramsey,  membership  and  attendance;  L.  E. 
Grice,  publicity;  W.  J.  Edgecombe,  program  and  devotional;  Rodi  Adema, 
reporter.  Walter  Harris  of  New  Orleans  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  charter 
meeting.  There  are  22  charter  members  of  this  group.  Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor 
is  the  Trinity  pastor. 


TWO  SHREVEPORT  MEN 
PLAN  EUROPEAN  TRIP 
NEXT  MONTH 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
they  will  journey  to  Damascus,  as 
they  seek  to  re-live  the  experiences 
of  Saint  Paul.  On  August  18  they 
will  become  the  guests  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  in  Jerusalem.  The  next 
several  days  will  include  excursions 
to  Bethlehem,  Jericho,  the  Dead 
Sea,  Tel  Aviv,  Mt.  Tabor,  Nazareth, 
Mt.  Carmel,  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and 
other  points  of  interest  in  the  Holy 
Land. 

After  two  days  in  Rome  and  two 
in  Geneva,  the  party  will  go  to  Paris 
where  they  will  visit  the  Louvre, 
Notre,  Dame  and  Versailles,  flying 
home  from  France  on  September  1, 
and  arriving  in  Shreveport,  Septem¬ 
ber  3. 

The  tour  was  planned  by  Bishop 
Dana  Dawson,  of  Topeka,  Kansas, 
to  acquaint  the  ministers  with  the 
background  of  the  Christian  reli¬ 
gion,  thereby  enabling  them  to  bet¬ 
ter  interpret  current  theological 
trends  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bailey’s  trip  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  of  which  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes  is  the  pastor.  For  Mr. 
Biedenharn  this  will  be  the  second 
visit  to  Palestine,  the  first  being 
two  years  ago  with  Dr!  Dykes  and 
a  party  of  twenty,  including  Bishop 
Dawson. 

Another  Louisiana  Conference 
minister  is  in  Europe  this  summer. 
Rev.  Sam  Nader  left  two  weeks  ago 
with  a  group  which  will  tour  North¬ 
ern  and  Easterti  Europe,  including 
a  period  of  time  in  Russia.  Rev.  Mr. 
Nader  will  also  visit  his  father  in 
Beirut,  Lebanon. 


PROGRAM  TOLD 
FOR  HUMAN 
RELATIONS  CONF. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
of  New  Iberia,  William  R.  Baker  of 
Winnsboro,  Leonard  Thomas  of  Den¬ 
ham  Springs,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Tatum  of 
Shreveport,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  of 
Shreveport,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpartrick  of 
Shreveport,  and  William  Sidner  of 
Shreveport. 

Speaking  as  coordinator  for  the 
agencies,  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward 
of  Chicago  said  that  one  of  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  conference  is  “to  give 
witness  to  the  church  in  the  world 
that  it  is  the  Christian  gospel  which 
will  provide  the  focal  point  about 
which  the  things  which  divide  peo¬ 
ple  can  be  reconciled.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  confer¬ 
ence,  after  research,  study  and  dis¬ 
cussion,  is  expected  to  work  out  a 
message  to  the  church,  “which  will 
convey  some  of  the  atmosphere  of 
the  conference  and  will  point  to 
some  objectives  for  the  future.” 

He  announced  that  Bishop  Roy 
H.  Short  of  the  Nashville  Area  has 
consented  to  serve  as  chairman  of 
the  message  committee. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  In¬ 
dianapolis  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  opening  session  on 
Monday  evening,  Aug.  31.  Bishop 
Raines,  who  has  headed  the  church’s 
Indiana  Area  since  1948,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

The  concluding  address  of  the 
conference  will  be  given  Friday, 
Sept.  4,  by  His  Excellency,  Carlos 
Romulo,  Ambassador  General  of 
the  Philippines  to  the  United  States. 

A  series  of  three  addresses  at  the 
afternoon  inspirational  hours  will 
ne  given  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Akbar 
Abdul  Haqq,  an  Indian  educator 
who  has  served  as  a  prominent 


METH.  MUSICIANS 
HOLD  BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE  IN  DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
certified  by  the  General  Board  of 
Education  on  recommendation  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Education. 

The  History  of  the  NAFOMM  be¬ 
gins  with  the  General  Conference 
of  1952  which  authorized  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church  to  develop 
and  set  up  standard  concerning  the 
music  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
1,200  have  joined  since  it  was  or¬ 
ganized  three  years  ago. 

The  Conference  program  included 
addresses,  recitals,  worship,  instruc¬ 
tion,  discussion  periods,  exhibits, 
and  other  features. 

Methodist  musicians  face  a  great 
challenge  in  composing  music  which 


member  of  the  Billy  Graham  team. 
He  is  president  of  the  Henry  Martyn 
School  of  Islamics  at  Aligarm. 

Professor  Charles  F.  Kraft  of  Gar¬ 
rett  Biblical  Institute,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  will  lead  the  Bible  hour  each 
morning.  He  is  professor  of  Old 
Testament  interpretation  at  the 
seminary.  His  talks  will  concen¬ 
trate  on  personalizing  some  of  the 
Old  Testament  leaders  and  reveal¬ 
ing  their  message  for  today’s  world. 

Dr.  Willis  Tate,  president  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  will 
serve  as  chairman  of  a  panel  of 
Methodist  bishops,  whose  discussion 
will  highlight  the  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning  program.  Bishops  on  the  pan¬ 
el  will  include:  Bishop  Matthew  W. 
Clair,  Jr.,  of  the  St.  Louis  Area; 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Area;  Bishop  Lloyd  C. 
Wicke,  Pittsburg  Area;  Bishop  Nolan 
B.  Harmon,  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Area; 
and  Bishop  Glenn  R.  Phillips,  Den¬ 
ver  Area. 

Dr.  William  C.  Rice,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  National  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Methodist  Musicians,  Post 
Office  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see,  said  those  interested  in  buying 
a  recording  of  Handel’s  “Dettingen 
Te  Deum”  recorded  by  NAFOMM, 
could  do  so  by  writing  him  for 
further  information. 


is  technically  “easy”  enough  for  the 
denomination’s  13,000  small  church¬ 
es  but  nevertheless  musically  and 
theologically  sound. 

This  comment  was  made  by  Dr. 
William  C.  Rice,  president  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Methodist 
Musicians.  Dr.  Rice  is  chairman  of 
the  Division  of  Fine  Arts,  Baker 
University,  Baldwin,  Kansas. 

Dr.  Rice  pointed  out  that  rela¬ 
tively  few  of  the  great  living  com¬ 
posers  are  writing  for  the  church, 
however  more  of  them  are  becom¬ 
ing  interested  in  church  music. 

Principal  speaker  at  the  meetings 
was  Bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  New  York,  who  gave  a  series 
of  four  lectures  on  the  subject,  “Ex¬ 
ploring  the  Methodist  Hymmal.”  The 
importance  of  music  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  church  service  is  grow¬ 
ing  both  in  acceptance  and  recog¬ 
nition,  Bishop  Ledden  asserted. 

Bishop  Ledden,  an  accomplished 
musician  himself,  noted  that  music 
is  a  “great  asset”  to  a  minister  and 
that  “the  selection  of  hymns  is  as 
important  as  the  preparation  of  his 
sermon.” 

Bishop  Ledden,  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  for  40  years  before  becoming 
a  bishop,  also  mentioned  “a  grow¬ 
ing  movement”  within  the  church 
for  commissioned  “ministers  of 
music”  who  must  meet  “high  and 
exacting”  standards. 

News  of  a  proposed  magazine, 
“Music  Ministry,  was  reported  and 
a  standard  for  church  musicians 
was  outlined. 

The  increasing  importance  of 
church  music,  as  emphasized  by 
conference  officials,  was  pointed  up 
in  the  announcement  of  the  new 
magazine. 

It  will  include  workshop-type 
articles  for  church  musicians  and 
teachers  interested  in  using  music 
to  a  greater  advantage  and  also  a 
correlation  of  music  for  different 
age  levels  in  the  children’s  section. 

A  special  music  insert  .will  carry 
each  month  actual  sample  music 
•selected  from  the  catalogs  of  many 
publishers  and  written  by  outstand¬ 
ing  composers.  This  section  is  plan- 
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Social  Relations 
Briefing  Conference 
Meets  Next  Week 

The  second  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Regional  Briefing  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Christian  Social  Relations 
is  scheduled  to  be  held  on  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  at  Fayetteville,  July  28-31. 
Sponsored  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  and  the  General 
Board  of  Social  Economic  Rela¬ 
tions,  Temperance  and  World 
Peace,  the  conference  is  expected 
to  attract  officers  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  boards  of  social  and  Economic 
Relations,  Temperance,  and  World 
Peace,  Woman’s  Society  officers, 
and  district  directors  in  area  of  so¬ 
cial  concern. 

Three  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
leaders  in  their  respective  confer¬ 
ence  boards  of  World  Peace  will 
have  responsibility  in  the  briefing 
conference  section  on  World  Peace. 
They  include:  Rev.  Ted.  T.  Howe 
of  Sterlington,  Louisiana,  Rev.  Hen¬ 
ry  W.  Jinske  of  Judsonia,  and  Rev. 
James  Robert  Scott  of  Texarkana. 
Dr.  Richard  Yates,  professor  of 
Political  Science,  Hendrix  College, 
Conway,  will  also  assist  with  the 
section  on  World  Peace. 

Among  others  invited  to  attend 
are  the  Bishops,  District  Superin¬ 
tendents,  members  of  the  various 
Conference  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tion  Boards,  members  of  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Relations,  and  other  interested  per¬ 
sons. 

The  purpose  of  the  briefing  con¬ 
ference  has  been  stated:  to  provide 
training  under  the  leadership  of 
executive  directors.  General  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
Temperance,  World  Peace,  other 
qualified  leaders,  and  nationally 
prominent  speakers;  to  bring  in¬ 
spiration  and  instruction  on  preach¬ 
ing  on  social  subjects;  and  to  share 
methods  of  effective  work  in  annual 
conferences,  districts  and  local 
churches. 

Those  expected  to  attend  should 
clear  their  reservation  through  the 
office  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf, 
executive  secretary,  301  Colcord 
Building,  in  Oklahoma  City.  Fol¬ 
lowing  receipt  of  applicant’s  reser¬ 
vation  in  the  Jurisdictional  office, 
an  official  delegate  card  will  be 
forwarded  to  registrants,  together 
with  a  certified  application  for 
room  reservation. 

The  Briefing  Conference  will  be¬ 
gin  at  3  p.m.  on  July  28,  and  ad¬ 
journ  at  noon,  Friday,  July  31. 


ned  to  serve  as  a  ready  reference 
file  for  the  choir  director. 

It  will  be  printed  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  starting  in  October,  V.  Earle 
Copes  of  the  Nashville  publishers 
said. 

It  was  voted  that  in  1960  each 
jurisdiction  will  have  its  own  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Musicians  and 
that  the  National  meeting  would  be 
held  in  1961. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  held  on  the  last  day 
with  the  recording  of  Handel’s 
“Dettingen  Te  Deum.”  All  the  great 
voices  of  the  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Methodist  Mu¬ 
sicians,  blended  together  to  put  on 
wax  one  of  the  most  breath-taking 
works  ever  heard.  July  the  17th  was 
the  recording  date,  216  years  to  the 
day  when  Handel  began  to  compose 
the  “Dettingen  Te  Deum.” 
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EUDORA  PRAYER  RETREAT 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  Scott  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Eudora,  Arkansas,  held  its 
annual  Prayer  Retreat  in  the  Ozark 
National  Park  at  Blanchard 
Springs,  June  15  through  June  18. 
Sixteen  members  attended  accom¬ 
panied  by  their  Counselors,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clifton  Powell  and  Ver¬ 
non  Ford. 

Daily  activities  included  silent 
meditation,  both  morning  and  af¬ 
ternoon,  study  of  the  book  entitled, 
“Understanding  The  Methodist 
Church,”  and  planning  programs 
for  the  coming  year. 

Recreation  consisted  of  hiking, 
weiner  roasts,  trips  to  Rowland 
Cave,  swimming,  and  folk  games. 

The  Eudora  MYF  believe  that 
every  MYF  should  have  a  Prayer 
Retreat  so  that  they  can  enjoy  the 
beauty  of  God’s  world  and  strength¬ 
en  their  daily  lives  and  their  local 
MYF. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Intermediate  Camp 

Camp  Brewer,  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Conference  Camp,  held 
an  Intermediate  Camp  Monday, 
June  22  to  Saturday,  June  27.  Six¬ 
teen  boys  and  girls  from  Natchi¬ 
toches  attended;  They  are:  Norma 
Collier,  Brenda  Blacksher,  Sally 
Brown,  Sandra  Sandefur,  Audrey 
Ann  Holley,  Shirley  Ann  Brough¬ 
ton,  Neva  Wright,  Carolyn  Rose, 
Katy  Watkins,  Jean  Pearce,  Marsha 
Whitford,  Pat  Kile,  Willie  Beyer, 
Guy  Nesom,  Bill  Stokes  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Deason.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Boydston 
served  as  Counselor  for  girls,  and 
Rev.  Bill  Holt,  pastor  of  Faith  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  the  Counselor  for 
boys.  Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant  of  Pine- 
ville  served  as  director  of  this 
camp. 


The  Interboard  Committee  on 
Missionary  Education  suggests  that 
since  Alaska  and  Hawaii  are  new 
states,  senior  MYF  groups  will  be 
interested  in  studying  the  second 
missionary  theme  for  this  year, 
“Christian  Concerns  of  Our  North 
American  Neighbors.”  These  units 
appear  in  the  curriculum  during 
May,  1959.  Free  packets  of  materials 
for  leaders  are  available  on  request 
from  the  Youth  Department,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tenn.,  Atten¬ 
tion:  Miss  May  L.  Titus. 


Chidester  Planning  Retreat 

On  June  26-27  the  Chidester  MYF 
held  a  planning  retreat  at  the 
Ouachita  River  to  plan  the  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  next  three  months. 
Attending  the  meeting  were:  Jean¬ 
ette  Beaver,  David  Beaver,  Rita 
Beaver,  Jimmie  Bussell,  Havis  Kil¬ 
patrick,  Lewis  Kilpatrick,  Mary 
Kizzia,  Joey  Mosely,  Wanda  Stin¬ 
nett,  Betty  Stinnett,  Charles  Wat¬ 
kins,  Janice  Bosvenor,  Jerald  Gos- 
venor,  James  O  1 1  w  e  1 1,  Barbara 
Rushing,  and  Bobby  Smith.  Rev. 
Bill  Elliott,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  Stinnett  were  the  sponsors. 

The  group  stayed  in  cabins  near 
the  river,  and  held  a  devotional  at 
the  river’s  edge  that  night  and  Sat¬ 
urday  morning. 

Sunday,  June  28,  following  the 
evening  services,  the  MYF  spon¬ 
sored  an  ice  cream  and  cake  fel¬ 
lowship  supper  at  the  church  to 
raise  money  for  those  wanting  to 
go  to  camp. 

The  retreat  and  the  supper  were 
both  a  success,  thanks  to  the  MYF- 


Scoff  Memorial,  Eudora,  MYF  Prayer  Retreat.  Left  to  right,  seated: 
Clifton  Powell,  Flo  Meyer,  Diane  Joseph,  Martha  Dfnn  Kelly,  Kay  Moon, 
Sandra  Bogy,  Margaret  Lingo,  Mary  Anna  Yee,  and  Judy  White.  Standing: 
Vernon  Ford,  Aubrey  Joseph,  Jim  Wade  Brady,  Cliff  Powell,  Mack  Phillips, 
Sheldon  Anderson,  Becky  Powell,  Dottie  White,  and  Don  Ford. 


ers,  and  the  new  pastor,  Rev.  Bill 
Elliott. 


Winnsboro,  Louisiana.  MYF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Winnsboro 
Methodist  Church,  entertained  the 
Seniors  of  the  church  and  their 
guests  and  members  of  the  MYF 
with  a  supper  party  on  Wednesday, 
May  13.  The  table  was  attractively 
decorated  with  white  and  red  ama¬ 
ryllis  lilies  and  greenery.  The 
guests  were  seated  at  a  long  table. 

Mrs.  Herman  Pylant  and  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Etheridge,  Sr.,  were  in  charge  of 
the  serving.  The  supper  consisted 
of  Southern  fried  chicken,  potato 
salad,  relishes,  buns,  iced  tea,  ice 
cream  and  German  chocolate  cake. 

After  the  supper  Misses  Patsy 
Johnson  and  Dorothy  Russell  of 
Rayville,  home  demonstration  lead¬ 
ers,  led  in  the  recreation.  Thirty- 
five  guests  enjoyed  the  food  and 
games. 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the 
MYF  are  as  follows:  Mary  Eleanor 
Lee,  president;  Judy  Smith,  vice- 
president;  Kathey  Robinson,  secre¬ 
tary;  Margaret  Mays,  treasurer; 
Sue  Cotton,  pledge  treasurer;  and 
Charlotte  L  u  n  o,  publicity  chair¬ 
man.  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 


Youth  Council 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Youth  Council  met  at  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege,  June  26-27,  for  a  session  to 
plan  the  conference  program  for 
the  coming  year. 

The  president,  Roger  Bone  of 
Bald  Knob,  presided  over  the 
group,  which  made  extensive  plans 
for  the  Conference  Youth  Rally, 
April  8,  1960,  at  Hendrix  College, 
and  the  Conference  Youth  Assem¬ 
bly  in  June  on  the  college  campus. 
Brooks  Holifield,  vice-president, 
was  named  editor  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  News  periodical,  Signpost, 
which  will  be  edited  twice  during 
the  year  and  sent  throughout  the 
conference. 

The  Council  made  detailed  plans 
on  emphasis  of  the  MYFund,  the 
older  youth  program,  aids  to  the 
sub-district,  and  the  Methodist 
youth  magazines,  Power  and  Con¬ 
cern.  They  voted  to  assist  and  to 
support  wholeheartedly  a  Christian 
Witness  Mission  which  is  looming 
in  the  near  future,  and  discussed 
the  North  Arkansas  delegations  to 
the  National  Convocation  and  the 
Jurisdictional  Workshops. 


District  directors  from  each  of 
the  seven  districts,  Rev.  Arnold 
Simpson,  Rev.  Pryor  Cruce,  who  is 
also  associate  Conference  director, 
Rev.  John  Workman,  Rev.  Bill  Din- 
nis,  Herschel  McClurken,  Rev.  Joe 
Black,  and  Rev.  Bill  Hightower,  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Director,  Rev.  James 
Beal,  the  executive  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  Dr.  Ira  Brum- 
ley,  and  the  representative  from 
the  W.S.C.S.,  Mrs.  Stanley,  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  planning. 

Conference  Youth  Officers  are: 
Roger  Bone,  president;  Brooks  Holi¬ 
field,  vice-president;  Donna  Well- 
hausen,  secretary;  Jenna  Basham, 
treasurer;  Faith,  Johnnie  Dacus; 
Outreach,  Marsha  Wilson;  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Bob  Janes;  Citizenship,  Suzy 
Van  Dover;  and  Witness,  Doris  Mc¬ 
Kinney. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Union  County  Sub-district 

The  Union  County  Sub-district 
met  May  4  to  elect  and  install  the 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  After 
a  short  business  session,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected:  Wil- 
andra  Stafford,  First  Church,  El 
Dorado,  president;  Bobby  Parks, 
Parker’s  Chapel,  vice-president; 
Joy  Williams,  St  .Luke’s,  El  Dora¬ 
do,  secretary-treasurer;  Beverly 
Cain,  Huttig,  reporter;  Carolyn 
Cross,  Parker’s  Chapel,  Faith;  Jer¬ 
ry  Davis,  Huttig,  Witness;  Joe  Mar- 
lar,  Vantrease,  El  Dorado,  Out¬ 
reach;  Shirley  Fielder,  Citizenship; 
Joe  Frank  Sewell,  Marysville,  Fel¬ 
lowship;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy 
Smith,  First  Church,  El  Dorado, 
Counselors;  and  Sub-district  direc¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Noel  Cross,  pastor  of  Par¬ 
ker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove. 

Joy  Williams  has  resigned  as  sec¬ 
retary  since  the  installation,  and 
Linda  Brock  from  Smackover  was 
nominated  at  the  last  council  meet¬ 
ing  to  take  her  place. 


Poinsett  County  Sub-district 

The  Poinsett  County  MYF  Sub¬ 
district  met  at  the  Tyronza  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  June  18.  The  worship 
service  was  conducted  by  the  Ty¬ 
ronza  MYF.  The  program  was  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  Youth  Assembly  held  at 
Conway,  Ark.  Ned  Thomas  presid¬ 
ed  over  the  business  meeting.  Re¬ 
freshments  were  served  in  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  of  the  host  church. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


On  Selling  Youth 

You  were  as  shocked  as  I  was 
when  you  read  the  story  of  the 
father  who  sold — or  tried  to,  any¬ 
how  —  his  daughter  into  slavery. 
This  was  not  in  the  dim  barbaric 
past.  It  wasn’t  among  the  back¬ 
ward  tribes  of  the  Dark  Continent. 
It  wasn’t  a  communist  nation  eith¬ 
er.  In  fact  it  happened  in  Manila, 
Philippine  Islands,  just  a  few  weeks 
ago.  According  to  the  news  re¬ 
ports,  a  Filipino  farmer  was  arrest¬ 
ed  by  police  for  trying  to  sell  his 
eight-year-old  daughter  for  500 
pesos.  (That’s  about  $250.00) 

His  explanation  to  the  investi¬ 
gators  assumed  a  hurt  tone  as  he 
inquired,  “Why  should  they  jail 
me  when  I  was  only  trying  to  make 
a  living?”  Well,  we  are  rightly 
shocked  by  this  action  of  Benito  de 
Los  Santos,  and  we  draw  ourselves 
up  to  our  full  height  and  thank 
God  we  are  not  as  this  man!  We 
would  not  sell  a  daughter  or  a  son 
just  to  make  a  living.  No,  not  we! 

Yet,  I  dare  to  raise  the  question 
with  the  adult  readers  of  this  col¬ 
umn:  Are  there  not  many  ways  in 
which  we  are  equally  guilty  of 
selling  out  our  youth  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing?  Obscene  literature  seems  con¬ 
stantly  to  find  its  way  back  on  the 
newstands  even  after  community 
efforts  to  clean  up  the  stuff  sold  to 
youth  to  read.  And  somewhere  a 
publisher  shrugs  his  shoulders  as 
he  counts  his  take,  “We  just  give 
the  public  what  they  want,  you 
can’t  blame  us  for  trying  to  make 
a  living,  can  you?” 

Or,  the  lurid,  sexed-up  motion 
pictures  which  seem  to  find  their 
way  to  the  screen  in  the  local  mov¬ 
ie  house,  accompanied  by  even 
more  lurid  advertisements  in  the 
local  press — after  all  this  is  a  big 
industry  and  much  of  our  nation’s 
commercial  success  depends  on 
Hollywood’s  continued  success,  this 
is  the  argument  of  the  persons  who 
are  finally  responsible  for  selling 
our  youth’s  morals  for  a  mess  of 
mercenary  pottage! 

Then  too,  there  is  the  family 
where  God  is  a  forgotten  name,  ut¬ 
tered  only  in  angry  profanity, 
where  spiritual  values  have  little 
chance  against  the  insulation  of 
secular  habits  and  worldly  materi¬ 
alism.  Here  are  respectable  peo¬ 
ple  who  honestly  feel  it  unthink¬ 
able  that  respectable  people  would 
even  hazard  the  thought  of  selling 
a  child  “tp  make  a  living.”  Yet, 
they  are  consciously  or  unthinking¬ 
ly  short-changing  their  children  in 
terms  of  necessary  religious  foun¬ 
dations  for  effective  living.  Is  that 
really  any  different  from  robbing 
the  child  of  his  rightful  home  and 
family  influence?  How  many  chil¬ 
dren  have  never  heard  a  parental 
voice  lifted  in  prayer?  How  many 
youth  engage  in  church  work  in 
spite  of  the  indifference  or  oppo¬ 
sition  of  uninterested  parents? 
How  many  youngsters  find  their 
spiritual  development  s  h  o  r  t-cir- 
cuited  by  parental  neglect? 

Let  us  positively  tip  our  hats  to, 
and  thank  God  for,  those  parents 
who  are  concerned  for  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  moral  and  spiritual  welfare, 
and  who  would  no  more  think  of 
neglecting  religious  training  than 
they  would  think  of  selling  •  the 
child  for  cash! 
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Jonesboro  District  Executive 


Installation  Service 


Committee  In  Session 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Jonesboro  District  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  met  July  7  at 
the  West  Park  Restaurant  in  Jones¬ 
boro  for  a  business  meeting  and 
luncheon. 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Wafford,  president,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  session  and 
introduced  the  guests  present:  Rev. 

A.  N.  Storey,  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Mrs.  Storey;  Miss  Mildred 
Osment,  conference  vice-president; 


Women  in  the  Church 

About  140  Methodist  women  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  will 
gather  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  July  21- 
31  for  a  National  Seminar  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations.  Sponsored  by 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  the  Seminar  is  held  every 
four  years  to  give  Methodist  women 
an  opportunity  to  consider  intens¬ 
ively  some  aspect  of  Christian  so¬ 
cial  relations.  The  theme  for  the 
1959  quadrennial  seminar  will  be 
“The  Family  in  a  World  of  Rapid 
Social  Change.”  In  speeches,  pan¬ 
els  and  discussion  groups,  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  fast-moving  social  and  tech¬ 
nological  changes  on  families  around 
the  world  will  be  considered  by  the 
women.  They  will  discuss  the  im¬ 
plications  of  the  theme  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  two  Methodist  women’s 
groups,  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.  Three  interlocking 
aspects  of  the  seminar  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  delegates:  “Culture 
and  Social  Change,”  “Technology 
and  Economic  Issues,”  and  “Eternal 
Values  in  the  Context  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith.” 


Miss  Umeko  Kagawa,  of  Tokyo, 
Japan,  daughter  of  Evangelist  Toyo- 
hiko  Kagawa,  and  author  and  edu¬ 
cator  in  her  own  right,  has  been 
appointed  secretary  of  World  Youth 
Projects,  a  joint  enterprise  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.  As  secretary  for  World  Youth 
Projects,  Miss  Kagawa  will  direct 
a  program  of  40  projects  in  24  coun¬ 
tries.  Through  this  support  for  proj¬ 
ects  outside  their  own  countries  and 
churches,  youth  groups  participate 
in  international  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  sharing.  Miss  Kagawa  will 
have  offices  in  both  Geneva,  Switz¬ 
erland,  and  in  New  York.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Kwansei  Gakuin  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Kobe.  She  studied  at  the 
Training  School  for  Lay  Workers  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  in  1955  received 


Kangwon  Providence,  Ko¬ 
rea  (RNS)  READING  THE 
BIBLE  IN  KOREA  — Korean 
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ackground  can  be  seen  the 
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<ZUed*ith  mud  plaster. 
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and  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown,  conference 
secretary  of  missionary  education. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  district 
seminar  to  be  held  at  Dell,  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  and  for  the  Career  Week- 
End  for  Senior  High  and  College 
youth  to  be  held  at  Blytheville,  First 
Church,  September  19-20. 

Roll  Call  showed  14  officers  pres¬ 
ent  for  the  meeting. 

Rev.  Storey  dismissed-  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  prayer. 


a  B.D.  degree  from  Yale  Divinity 
School,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


Church  women  are  being  urged 
to  organize  a  nationwide  “citizen’s 
crusade”  to  wipe  out  publishers 
who  make  profit  out  of  printing  and 
selling  obscene  and  pornographic 
materials  to  teen-agers.  Lashing  out 
at  “peddlers  of  smut,”  Representa¬ 
tive  Kathryn  E.  Granahan,  of  Pen- 
nyslvania,  says  “We  must  fight  back 
when  our  families  are  forced  to  be 
a  captive  audience  subjected  to 
bombardment  by  material  to  which 
they  plainly  object  ...  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  we  need  to  have  a  nation¬ 
wide  citizens’  crusade  to  press  for¬ 
ward  with  renewed  vigor  to  once 
and  for  all  smash  the  dealers  of 
smut  and  filth,  and  I  urge  that  par¬ 
ents  and  decent-minded  citizens 
organize  that  they  may  effectively 
fight  these  merchants  of  filth  and 
safeguard  our  youth.” 


Five  Methodist  college  students 
will  study  in  four  universities  out- 


At  the  evening  service  Sunday 
July  5  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches  an  impressive 
candlelight  service  was  held  in¬ 
stalling  the  new  officers  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

The  president,  Mrs.  Otis  Wilker- 
son  lighted  her  candle  from  the 
large  candle,  then  the  other  officers 
one  at  a  time  came  forward  and 
lighted  her  candle  and  took  her 
place  in  front  of  the  altar. 

“Heart,  Mind,  Soul  and  Strength” 
was  the  theme  of  the  service  led  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer. 

The  officers  are: 

President,  Mrs.  Otis  Wilkerson 

Vice-President,  Mrs.  Alvin  Jeter 

Recording  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Foster 

Secretary  Spiritual  Life,  Mrs. 
Benny  Garcia 

Secretary  Missionary  Education, 
Mrs.  Ralph  Nolley 

Secretary  of  Promotion  and  Local 
Church  Activities,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Nolley 

Secretary  Supply  Work,  Mrs.  Tom 
Sawyer 

Secretary  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions,  Mrs.  Mervin  Cooper 


side  the  continental  United  States 
for  the  1959-60  school  year  under 
a  new  international  study  program 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  and  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Those 
chosen  for  this  first  “Year  of  Study 
Abroad”  program  are:  Miss  Carolyn 
M  o  r  k,  Worthington,  Minn.,  and 
Hamline  Univ.,  will  study  at  the 
International  Christian  Univ.,  Tok- 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  met 
June  23  in  the  church  parlor  with 
the  president,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Longs- 
dorf,  presiding.  A  communication 
was  read  from  Mrs.  Sybil  Y.  Farr, 
a  member  traveling  in  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  countries  following  a  year 
teaching  in  Germany.  Mrs.  Farr  will 
teach  this  year  at  Istrouma  High. 
Miss  Frances  Dunbar,  chairman  of 
spiritual  life,  led  the  devotional  on 
“Some  Thoughts  to  Take  Us  Through 
the  New  Year.” 

Miss  Lillian  Kennedy  presented 
the  program.  “A  New  Ambassador 
for  Christ — the  Tourist.” 


Juvenile  Officer 


The  New  Iberia  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  held  its  regular 
meeting  at  the  church,  July  1,  with 
Wilmer  Shaw,  Juvenile  Officer,  the 
speaker.  The  theme  of  the  program 
was:  “Building  Christian  Charac¬ 
ter-Youth.” 

After  the  program,  the  business 
meeting  was  conducted  by  Mrs. 
David  Phillips,  president.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  closed  with  a  devotional 
prayers  for  the  sick,  missionaries, 
and  the  youth,  led  by  Mrs.  Hilda 
DeBuse,  spiritual  life  secretary. 


yo,  Japan;  Robert  M.  Stoppert,  Mid¬ 
land,  Mich.,  (Albion  College),  to 
ICU;  Miss  Rebecca  Williams,  Ed- 
wall,  Wash.,  (Eastern  Washington 
College)  to  the  Univ.  of  Mexico; 
Miss  Winifred  Lowsma,  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.,  (Ferris  Institute)  to  the  Univ. 
of  Hawaii;  Miss  Frances  Arrowood, 
Union,  S.C.,  (Winthrop  College)  to 
Isabella  Thoburn  College  in  Luck¬ 
now,  India. 


An  American  church-woman,  re¬ 
cently  returned  to  the  U.S.A.  after 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
says  that  women  “do  not  have  first 
class  citizenship  in  the  Christian 
churches.”  Miss  Helen  Turnbull 
said  that  less  than  ten  per  cent  of 
the  committee  members  of  the 
World  Council  are  women.  “Out  of 
the  millions  of  Protestant,  Angli¬ 
can,  and  Orthodox  Christians  in  the 
world,  the  171  member  churches 
have  elected  or  appointed  only  six 
women  members  to  the  90-miember 
Central  Committee;  the  senior  staff 
percentage  is  just  as  low,”  she  says. 
Miss  Turnbull,  now  on  the  staff  of 
the  United  Church  Women,  says 
that  she  is  concerned  not  just  with 
women’s  status  or  rights  “but  with 
the  fact  that  the  church  is  depriv¬ 
ing  herself  of  vast  reserve  and  po¬ 
tential  in  ideas,  devotion,  and  the 
participation  of  half  its  members.” 


“In  the  rearing  of  their  children, 
every  generation  of  mothers  must 
meet  additional  problems  that  grow¬ 
ing  complexities  of  the  world  thrust 
upon  them,”  says  Mrs.  Earl  Warren, 
wife  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  “But  their  solution 
does  not  call  for  a  new  formula.  It 
is  the  same  in  the  ox-cart  age  and 
in  the  space  age.  There  is  but  one 
solvent — Christian  love.” 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Vacation  Church 
Schools  Continue 
To  Report  Sessions 

Roe 

A  very  successful  Vacation  Bible 
School  was  held  May  25-30  at  the 
Roe,  Arkansas,  Methodist  Church. 
The  total  enrollment  of  the  school 
was  42. 

The  teachers  were  Mrs.  Wesley 
Gray,  Mrs.  Wiley  Lawson  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Gray.  Mrs.  Elmer  Bock, 
Mrs.  Attas  Porter  and  Mrs.  Darrel 
Bone  helped  with  the  hand  work. 
Mrs.  Earl  Saunders  was  in  charge 
of  the  music  for  the  school. 

A  program  was  presented  Sun¬ 
day,  May  31  at  the  regular  morning 
worship  hour,  and  the  children 
having  perfect  attendance  were 
given  certificates  with  gold  stars 
on  them.  After  the  program  the 
parents  and  friends  visited  the  dis¬ 
play  of  crafts  in  the  fellowship 
room.  Rev.  Darrel  Bone  is  pastor 
of  the  Roe  Church. 

Crossett 

The  vacation  Bible  School  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Cros¬ 
sett,  Ark.,  held  its  ninth  and  clos¬ 
ing  session,  Sunday,  May  31,  in  the 
sanctuary  at  7:00  p.m.  A  film 
“Days  of  Wonder”  was  shown,  af¬ 
ter  which  the  parents  visited  in 
the  children’s  department  where 
the  children  shared  the  work  they 
had  done  in  the  school. 

Perfect  attendance  was  held  by 
62  of  the  children  and  114  certifi¬ 
cates  were  presented.  There  were 
27  workers  making  a  total  of  141 
attending  the  school.  An  offering 
of  $25.39  was  sent  to  the  Methodist 
Television  Ministry.  The  theme 
was  “God’s  World  and  Ours.”  The 
Kindergarten  text  was  “God  and 
His  World,”  by  Lois  Horton  Young. 
Workers  in  the  kindergarten  were 
Mrs.  Bob  Pilgram,  Mrs.  Leroy 
Burchfield,  Mrs.  Hugh  Nutted,  Mrs. 
Travis  Ferrell,  Mrs.  Robert  Jack- 
son,  Mrs.  Joe  Jones,  Rita  Posey  and 
Susan  Metcalf.  Primary  text  was 
“The  Earth  is  Full  of  His  Riches,” 
by  Rebecca  Rice.  Workers  were 
Mrs.  David  Wilburn,  Mrs.  Ned 
Hastings,  Mrs.  Wixner  Harris,  Mrs. 
N.  J.  Garrett,  Betty  Parkhill  and 
Patricia  Arnold.  Junior  text  was 
“Finding  God  Through  Work  and 
Worship”  by  Mary  Estes  McWhir- 
ter.  Workers  were  Mrs.  Kelly  Oli¬ 
ver,  Mrs.  Don  Parich,  Mrs.  Noel 
Lovett,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jenkins,  Mrs. 
Bruce  Williford,  Mrs.  Paul  Hays 
and  Mary  Jane  Regnier. 

The  Men’s  Bible  Class  furnished 
the  refreshments  for  the  school. 
The  refreshment  committee  was 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Booles,  Mrs.  Ralph  Ar¬ 
nold,  Margaret  Woolridge  and  Sara 
Johnson.  Mrs.  John  B.  H  e  f  1  e  y 
helped  with  visual  aids.  Director 
of  the  school  was  Mrs.  N.  J.  Gar¬ 
rett. 

Winnsboro 

The  First  Methodist  Church, 
Winnsboro,  La.,  held  its  Vacation 
Bible  School,  June  1-5  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  B.  R.  Duplissey 
with  an  average  attendance  of  85. 
The  theme  was  “Following  Jesus.” 

Teachers  and  their  co-workers 
were  Mesdames  R.  D.  McCaleb,  Jr., 
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Typical  of  many  Vacation  Church  Schools  being  held  in  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  at  this  session  of  the  year  is  that  shown  above.  Pupils  of 
the  Parker  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  met  for  their 
school  June  8-19. 


Announce  Materials  For  Use  Leader’s 
Planning  Sunday  Evening  Fellowship 

-  For  a  “springboard  of  ideas”  for 


Paul  P.  Price,  N.  M.  Meriwether, 
Jr.,  Charles  R.  Price,  Edwin  D. 
Walter,  S.  W.  Williamson,  W.  B. 
Scriber,  Cale  Martin,  J.  B.  Eth¬ 
eridge,  Jr.,  James  Wells,  T.  W. 
Stodghill,  Jr.,  G.  A.  Luno,  George 
Wiggers,  Misses  Pollye  Price,  Dor¬ 
othy  Bengtson,  Charlotte  Luno, 
Virginia  Kincaid,  Pam  Price  of 
Monroe,  Kathy  and  Faith  Robin¬ 
son,  Sherrill  Short,  and  Willie 
Morse  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson. 

Devotionals  were  given  by  Mrs. 
B.  R.  Duplissey,  Miss  June  Wylie, 
and  Mesdames  W.  L.  Richardson, 
Roy  Taylor  and  Clarence  Moore. 
For  this  worship  period  and  classes 
Miss  Harriet  Kincaid  and  Mes¬ 
dames  Carey  Kincaid  and  D.  J.  An¬ 
ders,  Jr.,  provided  the  piano  ac¬ 
companiments. 

A  program  on  Friday  morning, 
June  5,  closed  the  1959  school. 
Each  child  participated  in  song, 
prayer  or  recitation  in  the  closing 
program.  Mrs.  Duplissey  presented 
certificates  to  the  graduates.  After¬ 
wards  the  parents  made  a  tour  of 
the  various  classrooms  to  view  the 
handicraft  and  other  work  accom¬ 
plished.  Refreshments  were  served 
to  everyone  in  Fellowship  Hall. 

Parker,  New  Orleans 

Parker  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  has  just  recently  completed 
two  successful  weeks  June  8-19  of 
Vacation  Bible  School.  Among 
those  helping  with  the  children 
were  Mrs.  Charles  Green  and  Mrs. 
John  Lincks  for  kindergarten;  Mrs. 
Hilda  Marks,  Mrs.  N.  D.  Buch- 
meyer,  Mrs.  W.  V.  Trekell  and  Mrs. 
Ken  Hyatt  for  Primary;  Mrs.  Joe 
Meyer,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Penny,  Mrs.  B. 
Robertson  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Buck 
for  Juniors;  Mrs.  Norma  Nell  Mor- 
elli  for  intermediates.  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Barksdale  led  the  singing,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  McCarver  played  the  piano. 
Refreshments  were  furnished  by 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Barnes.  Mrs.  Lila  Chris- 
toffel  and  Molly  Holmes  helped 
with  the  children.  Miss  Ruth  Bles- 
sey  was  general  chairman  of  the 


Sunday  Evening  Fellowship,  see 
the  companion  leaflets  Sunday 
Night  Is  Family  Night  (8432-B)  and 
What  Happens  in  Your  Church  on 
Sunday  Night?  (8433-B). 

From  the  first  leaflet  we  learn 
ibf  a  program  series  entitled  “The 
Open  Door”  that  for  eight  Sunday 
nights  was  a  part  of  the  Sunday 
Evening  Family  Fellowship  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Cocoa, 
Florida.  The  pastoral  letter  of  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  series  closed  with 
this  thought:  “How  can  we  know 
where  the  open  portal  of  the  church 
will  lead?  We  can  enter  it  joyfully 
and  in  faith,  knowing  that  it  will 
lead  us  to  a  richer,  fuller,  more 
abundant  life.”  Sunday  Night  Is 
Family  Night  also  tells  of  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  at  Church  Street  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Sunday  Evening  Fellowship  at 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Waco, 
Texas,  is  the  subject  of  What  Hap¬ 
pens  in  Your  Church  on  Sunday 
Night?  At  Trinity  the  children’s 
division  is  closely  graded  during 
Sunday  school,  but  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
nings  the  nursery,  kindergarten, 
primary,  and  junior  classes  are 
group  graded.  The  program  that 
the  adults  used  on  Sunday  nights 
for  a  time  seems  especially  worthy. 
Here  we  quote  from  the  leaflet: 

The  program  for  adults  varies. 
One  quarter  two  groups  met;  one 
was  a  Bible  course  with  a  college- 
level  approach;  the  other  was  a 
discussion  on  the  general  theme 
“The  Christian  Faith  and  Current 


school.  A  highlight  for  each  group 
was  the  instructions  given  by  Rev. 
Ed.  Barksdale  about  the  church 
service  and  the  sanctuary. 

Miss  G  1  e  n  n  a  Schoen  was  re¬ 
elected  president  of  the  Delta  Sub¬ 
district  at  the  last  meeting. 

Belcher-Dixie-Gilliam 

“Another  Bible  School  has  been 
completed,  and  I  feel  it  has  been 
very  successful,”  says  Mrs.  B.  E. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


Announces  Training 
Opportunities  For 
N.  Ark.  In  August 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

There  are  to  be  four  well  planned 
opportunities  for  local  church  lead¬ 
ership  in  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  during  the  last  few  days  of 
August. 

There  will  be  held  on  the  Hen¬ 
drix  College  campus  during  the 
last  four  days  of  August  the  fol¬ 
lowing  opportunities  for  informal 
training  of  local  church  leaders: 

August  28-29,  Young  Adult  Lead¬ 
ers’  Conference 

August  29-30,  Church  School  Su¬ 
perintendents’  Conference 

August  29-30,  Conference  on 
Adult  Work 

August  29-31,  Senior  Adult  Con¬ 
ference 

Rev.  Wallace  Chappell,  a  pastor 
in  Dallas,  Texas,  formerly  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  staff,  will  be  leading  the 
conference  for  Adult  Workers  with 
Youth. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  adult  work¬ 
er  with  youth,  who  can  possibly  do 
so,  will  take  advantage  of  this  un¬ 
usual  opportunity. 

The  Church  School  Superintend¬ 
ents’  Conference  will  be  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Randle  Dew  of 
the  General  Board  of  Education 
staff.  This  will  be  a  real  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  church  school  superin¬ 
tendents  to  learn  more  about  the 
job  of  being  superintendent. 

We  hope  a  number  of  church 
schools  will  make  it  possible  for 
their  church  school  superintendents 
to  attend. 

The  Conference  on  Adult  Work, 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Ed¬ 
win  Tewsbury  of  the  General  i 
Board  staff  is  planned  to  give  help 
to  superintendents  of  adult  divi¬ 
sion,  teachers  and  presidents  of 
adult  classes.  Send  your  adult 
leaders  to  this  conference  that  they 
may  do  you  a  better  job. 

The  Senior  Adult  Conference  is 
again  to  be  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  I.  L.  Claud,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Raymond  A.  Dorman.  This  pro¬ 
gram  provides  a  splendid  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  any  senior  adult. 

Those  attending  any  of  these 
conferences  will  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  hearing  Dr.  Meredith  F. 
Eller. 


Affairs.”  Community  leaders  were 
invited  to  make  presentations  on 
such  subjects  as  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency,  alcoholism,  race,  and  the 
Christian’s  role  in  politics,  x  This 
was  then  followed  by  general  dis¬ 
cussion. 

Free  copies  of  the  leaflets  are 
available  from  The  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  serving  your  terri¬ 
tory  or  from  the  Service  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee.  The  Board’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  General  Church  School 
Work  of  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  prepared  the  material, 
which  is  reprinted  from  Source- 
book,  the  quarterly  magazine  for 
the  Sunday  Evening  Fellowship- 
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Stephens  of  Belcher,  Director  of 
the  Bible  School  at  the  Dixie-Belch- 
er-Gilliam  Methodist  and  Presby¬ 
terian  churches  which  was  held 
June  2-9  in  the  Belcher  Methodist 
Church. 

“Many  things  go  to  make  a  good 
Bible  School:  planning  ahead, 
faithful  teachers,  guest  speakers, 
good  helpers,  cooperation  of  pas¬ 
tors,  good  attendance,  cooperation 
of  parents,  and  much  prayer.  I 
think  all  of  these  factors  were 
utilized  this  year  in  making  our 
school  one  of  the  best  thus  far,” 
continued  Mrs.  Stephens. 

There  was  an  enrollment  of  87 
pupils  from  kindergarten  through 
eighth  grade  and  13  workers,  not 
counting  Rev.  David  Laverty  of 
the  Presbyterian  churches  and  Rev. 

J.  L.  Beasley  of  the  Methodist 
churches. 

An  evaluation  sheet  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  school  will  form  the  basis  for 
planning  the  1960  school. 

Trinity,  Alexandria 

“It  was  the  best  Vacation  Church 
School  Trinity  has  ever  had”  was 
the  enthusiastic  comment  of  par¬ 
ents,  teachers  and  children,  at  the 
sharing  program  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  7th,  at  Trinity  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Alexandria,  Louisiana. 

“God  aijd  His  World”  was  the 
theme  of  the  school  with  a  total  en¬ 
rollment  of  257  with  212  children 
and  45  workers.  187  children  had  a 
perfect  attendance  record. 

Mrs.  John  Deason,  director  of  the 
Church  School  spent  many  months 
of  careful  planning  with  each  de¬ 
partment  prior  to  the  opening  date, 
which  made  for  a  successful  school. 

Mrs.  Jack  Douglas  directed  the 
recreation,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Gilley  was 
chairman  of  refreshments,  and 
Mrs.  Geo.  R.  Chambers,  chairman 
of  transportation. 

The  offering  received  was  sent 
to  Children’s  TV  Program  Series 
which  will  promote  religious  films 
for  children’s  programs  on  tele¬ 
vision.  Rev.  Otis  W.  Spinks  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Trinity  Church. 

First  Church,  Texarkana 

First  Methodist  Church,  Texar¬ 
kana,  Ark.,  has  completed  a  most 
successful  session  of  Vacation 
Church  School  which  lasted  eight 
days.  The  total  enrollment  was 
146,  with  certificates  awarded  to 
129  for  attending  four  days  or  more. 
There  were  43  workers  in  the 
school.  A  sharing  period  was  held 
on  Sunday  afternoon  at  which  time 
the  parents  came  to  see  the  work 
of  their  children. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Richardson  served  as 
dean  of  the  school  with  Mrs.  Dennis 

K.  Williams  in  charge  of  refresh¬ 
ments. 

The  Nursery  department,  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  Carolyn 
Wells,  used  as  their  study,  “Sum¬ 
mer  With  Nursery  Children.”  Miss 
Wells  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Charles 
Clark,  Mrs.  LeRoy  Autrey,  Mrs.  L. 
P-  Henry,  Mrs.  Warren  Vammen, 
Miss  Paula  Addison  and  Miss  Betty 
Gilliland. 

Mrs.  Reuel  Vammen  directed  the 
work  of  the  Kindergarten  Depart¬ 
ment,  using  as  a  text,  “God  and 
His  World.”  Mrs.  Vammen  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGuire,  Mrs. 
G.  H.  Binkley,  Mrs.  Joe  Birts,  Mrs. 
Tom  Arnold,  Mrs.  Oscar  Aber- 
fiathy,  Mrs.  Roy  Snow,  Kina  Jean 
Davis,  Joy  Gardner,  Diana  Martin, 
Patricia  Garris,  Jim  Terry  and  Joe 
B.  Wilson. 


Mrs.  John  Braaen  supervised  the 
work  of  the  Primary  department, 
using  the  text,  “The  Earth  Is  Full 
of  His  Riches.”  Mrs.  Braden  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  Jack  Hardy,  Mrs. 
Minor  Couch,  Mrs.  Henry  Gardner, 
Carrie  Stewart,  Ann  Bauer,  Janet 
Dunn,  Nita  Fran  Hutchison,  Sue 
Davis  and  Marcia  Kemp. 

The  theme  for  the  Junior  depart¬ 
ment  was  “Find  God  through  Work 
and  Worship.”  Mrs.  James  Hudson 
supervised  this  work  and  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Young,  Mrs. 
Sam  Carrigan,  Mrs.  Paul  Scott, 
Mrs.  Charles  Masse,  Mrs.  George 
Davis,  Jane  DeLong,  Amy  Poetz, 
Diane  Davis,  Virginia  Whatley  and 
Anne  Jarvis. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  session 
on  Saturday  all  of  the  children  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  sanctuary  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  worship  which  was  led  by 
Dr.  Arthur  Terry,  pastor.  An  of¬ 
fering  was  taken  for  books  for  chil¬ 
dren  everywhere  and  for  TV  pro¬ 
grams. 

Maplewood 

The  Maplewood  Vacation  Church 
School,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Webb,  who,  with  the 
help  of  20  adult  workers,  and  ten 
youths,  has  just  completed  a  most 
successful  season.  There  was  an 
enrollment  of  132  and  an  average 
attendance  of  107. 

The  kindergarten  through  the 
Juniors  studied  about  God’s  World. 
Special  films  were  shown  during 
the  entire  session. 

A  picnic  for  the  entire  group  was 
held  June  20,  the  last  day  of  Bible 
School.  There  was  a  special  wor¬ 
ship  service  the  following  Sunday 
evening,  a  short  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  children,  and  the  par¬ 
ents  visited  each  class  room. 

Caraway 

June  22  through  June  26th,  the 
Caraway  Methodist  Church  held 
its  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  ses¬ 
sions  were  held  from  nine  each 
morning,  until  eleven-thirty.  Thir¬ 
ty-six  pupils  and  teachers  were  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  school.  The  teachers 
for  the  three  through  seven  age 


group  were:  Mrs.  John  Kilgore, 
Mrs.  Jerry  Sparks,  Mrs.  Lynn  Haag, 
and  Mrs.  Dan  Dennis.  The  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  eight  through  fourteen 
group  were:  Mrs.  J.  R.  David  Jr., 
Mrs.  Charles  Thompson,  and  Mrs. 
Nelson  Haag.  Miss  Gundel  Leigh 
David  and  Miss  Kay  Dallas  were 
pianists  for  the  school.  Friday 
morning,  Miss  Sharon  Haag  made 
corsages  for  each  of  the  teachers 
and  she  and  Gundel  presented 
them.  Women  of  the  church  serv¬ 
ed  refreshments  each  day;  those 
serving  were:  Mrs.  Curly  Dallas, 
Mrs.  Wilson  Dallas,  Mrs.  Marie 
Beaton,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Gregory,  Mrs. 
D.  J.  Pritchard,  Mrs.  Amos  David, 
Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Mrs.  Harry 
Dunavant,  Mrs.  Gene  Thomas,  and 
Mrs.  R.  F.  Meuer.  Miss  Sue  Beaton 
made  posters  telling  of  the  Bible 
School  and  put  them  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  places. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendent,  Mr.  Wilson 
Dallas  opened  the  Sunday  School 
hour,  the  congregation  sang  a  hymn 
with  Miss  Kay  Dallas  at  the  piano. 
The  classes  met,  took  roll,  and  took 
up  their  collection  and  then  return¬ 
ed  to  the  sanctuary  for  the  gradua¬ 
tion  exercises.  The  daily  Bible 
verse  was  sung  by  the  students, 
several  other  songs  learned  in  Bi¬ 
ble  school  were  sung,  Miss  Debbie 
Gregory  and  Miss  JoLynn  Duna¬ 
vant  took  up  the  collection  and 
Rev.  Charles  Thompson  presented 
the  Diplomas  to  each  person  as  his 
name  was  called.  Mrs.  Lynn  Haag 
read  the  names  of  the  three  through 
seven  group,  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  David 
Jr.  the  ones  of  the  eight  through 
fourteen  group.  The  pupils  sang 
their  prayer  song,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  then  visited  the  rooms 
where  the  Study  of  Palestine,  the 
Bible  and  the  handwork  had  been 
done.  The  superintendent  of  the 
Bible  School  this  year  was  Mrs. 
Dutch  Dennis. 

Humphrey-Humnoke 

God  and  H  i  s  World  was  the 
theme  for  the  Vafcation  Church 
School  of  the  Humphrey-Humnoke 
charge.  The  School  was  a  joint 


project  of  both  churches  and  was 
held  at  the  Humnoke  church.  Mrs. 
Eugene  Rushing  was  director  of 
the  school. 

There  was  an  enrollment  of  25 
in  the  three  divisions:  kindergar¬ 
ten,  primary,  and  junior. 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Way  and  Mrs. 
Roger  Oliver  led  the  kindergarten 
in  their  study  of  “God  and  His 
World.” 

The  primary  group  was  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Bill  Hudgens, 
Mrs.  Lester  Ray,  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Ellis,  with  Ann  Owen  and  Karen 
Ray  as  their  assistants.  Their 
study  was  entitled  “The  Earth  is 
Full  of  His  Riches.” 

“Finding  God  Through  Work” 
was  the  theme  used  by  the  juniors. 
Teachers  for  this  group  were  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Wilson,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Wilson,  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Trice.  Donna  Sue 
Roberts  was  their  assistant.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  their  theme  Finding 
God  Through  Work  a  field  trip  to 
the  Riceland  Rice  Mill  in  Stuttgart 
proved  very  interesting.  Also,  we 
were  privileged  to  have  Henry 
Holley,  Farm  Bureau  agent  from 
Stuttgart,  speak  to  both  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  the  junior  group  on  the 
subject  “The  Soils:  a  Part  of  God’s 
World.” 

Oak  Grove,  Natchitoches 

Daily  Vacation  Church  School  of 
the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  was  held  June  8-12 
with  forty-five  in  attendance. 

A  program  was  presented  on 
Sunday  night  June  14,  with  each 
department  taking  part  and  certifi¬ 
cates  were  presented  to  each  child 
by  the  church  School  Supt.  A.  W. 
Hilton. 

After  the  benediction  the  congre¬ 
gation  viewed  the  handicraft  made 
by  each  department  and  comment¬ 
ed  on  its  perfection  and  beauty. 

Harmony  Grove 

A  joint  Vacation  Church  School 
was  held  in  the  Methodist  and  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  of  Harmony  Grove  in 
the  Hope  district  June  15  through 
19th,  with  Mrs.  Johnny  Work  as 
the  leader.  The  kindergarten  used 
as  its  text,  “God  in  His  World.” 
The  teachers  were  Mrs.  Bobby  Nix, 
Mrs.  Harry  McKeean  and  Miss 
Linda  Walker.  The  primary  depart¬ 
ment  studied,  “The  Earth  Is  Full 
of  His  Riches,”  taught  by  Mrs. 
James  Robken. 

The  Juniors  studied,  “Finding 
God  through  Work  and  Worship.” 
Teachers  were  Mrs.  Billie  House, 
Mrs.  H  e  r  m  o  n  Walker,  Carolyn 
Davis. 

The  school  opened  each  morning 
with  a  beautiful  worship  service 
with  a  worship  center  bringing  out 
the  thought  of  the  theme.  The  chil¬ 
dren  learned  many  choruses  led  by 
the  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs.  Robken; 
Linda  Walker  was  the  pianist.  Re¬ 
freshments  were  served  each  day 
by  the  ladies  of  the  W.  S.  C.  S. 

The  commencement  exercise  was 
held  in  the  church  sanctuary,  Fri¬ 
day  night.  A  wonderful  program 
was  presented  by  the  pupils,  and  a 
beautiful  display  of  articles  made 
in  their  work  period  during  the 
school.  Rev.  James  Duncan,  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor,  gave  out  the  certificates 
to  18  children  who  had  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  in  the  school.  The  chil¬ 
dren  and  teachers  went  to  Bramble 
Park  for  a  picnic  on  Friday. 

An  offering  was  taken  each 
morning  at  the  church  school  and 
was  sent  to  the  two  children’s 
homes. 


In  some  instances  two  churches  cooperated  in  making  possible  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  Schools.  Pictured  below  are  those  participating  from  the  Hum¬ 
phrey  and  Humnoke  churches  in  the  Pine  Bluff  District.  The  school  was 
held  at  the  Humnoke  Church. 
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Layman 

Finds  Call  To 
Service  In  Korea 

Jack  Theis,  a  young  Methodist 
layman  who  went  to  Korea  three 
years  ago  as  a  missionary  account¬ 
ant,  has  embarked  on  two  unex¬ 
pected  careers — lay  evangelist  and 
social  worker.  And  in  Seoul,  there 
are  125  former  beggar  boys  who 
can  call  him  “Big  Brother.” 

Mr.  Theis,  who  claims  Weir,  Kan., 
and  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  as  his 
American  home,  was  assigned  to 
Korea  in  1956  as  a  special  mission- 
ary  for  three 
years.  With  a 
background  of  ed¬ 
ucation  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  the 
field  of  business 
management  and 
finance,  Mr.  Theis 
was  appointed  to 
work  in  the  field 
of  accounting  in 
the  Methodist 
missions  office  in  Seoul. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Seoul, 
however,  Mr.  Theis  began  to  devote 
much  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
two  activities  outside  the  field  of 
accounting  and  business. 

One  of  these  was  the  Angels 
Home,  a  combination  home  and 
school  for  neglected  boys,  in  Seoul. 
Founded  in  1957  by  the  Korean  Na¬ 
tional  Police  as  an  independent  so¬ 
cial  agency,  the  Home  was  soon 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Theis  and  other 
American  volunteers.  In  1958  it  be¬ 
came  related  to  the  Korean  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Mr.  Theis  other  special  activity 
was  lay  evangelism  at  the  Seoul  Old 
Ladies’  Home,  where  he  assisted 
Korean  ministers  and  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Christian  work  among 
the  elderly  residents.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion  last  winter,  twenty-nine  of  the 
women  were  baptized  into  the 
Christian  faith  through  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Theis  and  his  colleagues. 

More  than  125  former  beggar  boys 
and  potential  delinquents  have 
found  an  opportunity  for  education 
and  rehabilitation  at  the  Angels 
Home,  which  accepts  boys  who  for 
various  reasons  are  ineligible  to 
enter  regular  orphanages.  Almost 
all  of  the  boys  in  the  home  were 
picked  literally  off  the  streets  by 
Mr.  Theis  and  his  fellow  workers. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  an  uncommon  sight 
to  see  Mr.  Theis  arrive  at  the  home 
in  a  Methodist-owned  jeep  with  a 
load  of  dirty-faced,  tattered  and 
somewhat  frightened  boys. 

All  the  boys  are  not  orphans. 
Some  of  them  have  families,  but 
because  of  crowded  home  conditions 
— or  no  home  at  all — they  drifted 
about  Seoul  begging  and,  in  some 
cases,  stealing. 

Long-range  plans  call  for  new, 
permanent  buildings  and  a  trade 
school.  But  for  the  present,  Angels 
Home  has  all  it  can  do  simply  to 
care  for  the  basic  needs  of  the  boys. 

Born  in  Girard,  Kan.,  Mrs.  Theis 
attended  high  school  at  Weir  and 
studied  at  the  Kansas  State  Teach¬ 
ers  College  at  Pittsburg.  Graduated 
in  1952  with  a  bachelor  of  arts  de¬ 
gree  in  business  administration,  he 
served  two  years  at  the  Army  Audit 
Agency  in  San  Francisco.  From  1954 
to  1956,  he  was  an  accountant  in 
San  Francisco  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  California-Nevada 
Methodist  Conference.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  in  Berkeley. 


History  that  is  being  written  by  the  egents  of  these  days  is  indi¬ 
cating  more  and  more  that  the  most  important  thing  is  not  in  the 
achievement  of  political  control,  not  in  the  realization  of  scientific 
mastery  of  environment,  not  in  the  securing  of  adequate  financial 
resources.  It  is  rather  in  the  character  of  the  people  who  exercise 
that  control,  demonstrate  such  mastery,  and  administer  the  funds. 
Are  they  convinced  of  the  value  of  persons  over  property?  Are  they 
concerned  about  the  welfare  of  other  peoples?  Are  they  able  to 
overlap  barriers  that  separate  people?  Do  they  act  in  both  justice 
and  love?  Do  they  abide  by  the  truth? 

History  is  proving  that  the  greatest  fact  about  living  is  that  the 
Way  of  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to  assure  that  we  have  a  peaceful,  sat¬ 
isfying,  enduring  world.  Therefore,  I  am  convinced  that  the  most 
important  activity  in  Africa  today  is  that  of  Christian  education.  Edu¬ 
cation  of  any  kind  is  securing  growth  in  the  ability  to  guide  and  con¬ 
trol  the  acts  of  life  in  harmony  with  the  truth  and  facts  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  phase  of  life  and  to  be  able  to  express  oneself  in  terms  of  that 
truth.  If  one  has  musical  education,  we  expect  control  of  the  voice 
in  terms  of  the  laws  of  music.  If  one  has  a  scientific  education,  we 
are  looking  for  the  development  of  the  ability  to  control  all  acts  in 
accord  with  the  laws  of  science  .  .  . 

Christian  education  seeks  growth  in  the  ability  to  direct  what  we 
do  in  harmony  with  the  Way  of  Christ  and  to  be  able  to  express  our¬ 
selves  to  others  about  that  way.  The  Christian  church  is  engaged 
everywhere  in  that  task  and  it  must  succeed  everywhere.  That  is 
why  I  am  interested  in  what  is  going  on  in  Christian  education  in 
every  land  and  why  all  who  read  this  need  to  be  interested  in  what 
is  going  on  in  Christian  education  in  Africa. 

— Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth 


Board  Seeks  Psychiatrist  As  Missionary 


The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  to  go  as  a  missionary  to 
serve  an  important  psychiatric  in¬ 
stitute  overseas.  Either  a  man  or,  a 
woman  will  be  acceptable.  Profes¬ 
sional  qualifications  are  a  Doctor  of 
Medicine  degree,  and  certification 
as  a  psychiatrist  by  the  American 


Mission  Board  Issues 

‘SOS’  For  Two 
MD’s  Overseas 

An  urgent  SOS  has  been  issued 
by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
for  two  experienced  doctors  who 
are  willing  to  go  for  six  months  or 
a  year  to  work  in  two  Methodist 
hospitals  in  Africa. 

One  need  is  for  a  general  prac¬ 
titioner  to  work  six  months  at  the 
Methodist  Mission  Hospital  in  Gan- 
ta,  Liberia.  The  other  is  for  a  sur¬ 
geon,  experienced  in  obstetrics  and 
gynecology,  to  work  for  a  year  at 
the  Methodist  Hospital  at  Nyadiri, 
Southern  Rhodesia. 

“Both  of  these  are  definitely 
emergency  needs,”  says  Dr.  Harold 
N.  Brewster,  New  York,  medical 
secretary  of  the  board.  “At  each 
hospital,  there  is  now  only  one  doc¬ 
tor.  Each  is  overburdened  with  a 
work  load  which  is  impossible  for 
one  person  to  maintain.  Other  doc¬ 
tors  are  preparing  for  service  but 
will  not  be  ready  to  go  for  several 
months.” 

Dr.  Brewster  gave  the  following 
descriptions  of  the  need  at  each  hos¬ 
pital: 

Ganta,  Liberia — There  is  an  ur- 
gen#need  for  a  doctor  experienced 
in  general  medicine  to  work  for  a 
period  of  six  months  with  Dr.  Hyla 
Watters,  a  missionary  who  is  the 
only  doctor  in  a  very  busy  hospital 
needed  who  feels  called  to  give  a 
short  period  of  service  to  meet  this 
emergency  and  who  is  able  to  pay 
his  own  travel  expenses.  Mainten- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


CHURCH  PEWS 


Board  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology. 
In  addition,  the  person  selected 
should  have  “a  deep  commitment 
to  the  cause  of  Christian  missions, 
and  a  warm  Christian  experience.” 
For  further  information  write 
Harold  N.  Brewster,  M.D.,  medical 
secretary,  Board  of  Missions,  150 
Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 
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Any  Church  Can  Afford 
Write  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Phone  246 


Booneville,  Ark. 


Little  Rock ’s  ONL  Y  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 
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Youth  Programs  On  Nature 
Themes — In  these  23  complete  pro¬ 
grams  for  youth  worship  services, 
nature  is  used  to  guide  the  worship¬ 
ers’  thoughts  toward  God  and  Chris¬ 
tian  teachings.  With  a  refreshing  ap¬ 
proach,  the  author  avoids  obvious 
and  worn  observations  and  conclu¬ 
sions  and  brings  instead  new  in¬ 
sights  into  the  love  and  majesty  of 
God. 

Ruth  Schroeder,  an  established 
writer  in  the  field  of  worship  pro¬ 
grams  for  youth,  has  planned  each 
service  to  include  appropriate 
hymns,  a  call  to  worship,  prayers, 
poems,  and  a  brief  meditation  or 
two  or  three  short  talks.  The  medi¬ 
tations  or  talks  are  usually  inter¬ 
spersed  with  scripture  and  develop 
some  aspect  of  the  nature  theme  in 
a  way  that  is  appealing  to  young 
people  today. 

Although  YOUTH  PROGRAMS 
ON  NATURE  THEMES  is  based  on 
nature  themes,  the  programs  need 
not  necessarily  be  conducted  out- 
of-doors.  In  many  of  them  a  worship 
center  could  suggest  the  theme  of 
the  service,  and  pictures  or  slides 
could  be  used  with  great  effective¬ 
ness. 

About  the  Author:  Ruth  Schroeder 
has  had  considerable  experience 
with  youth  worship — as  a  pastor’s 
wife,  a  counselor,  and  a  teacher  of 
young  people.  She  has  been  an  ad¬ 
visor  to  youth  fellowship  groups 
and  has  taught  church-school  classes 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
New  York.  For  five  years  she  was 
advisor  to  the  Senior  High  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  also  counselor 
of  the  Life  Service  League  of  the 
church. 

Abingdon  Press,  Nashville  2,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  192  pages,  5%  x  7%  inches. 


Organizing  And  Directing  Chil¬ 
dren's  Choirs  —  Madeline  Ingram 
presents  a  thorough  children’s  choir 
program  which  is  written  with  the 
inexperienced  director  in  mind.  Her 
approach  is  largely  on  the  value  of 
a  choir  program  to  a  child  rather 
than  highly  technical  material  on 
music  methods  and  vocal  training, 
although  these  are  included.  Mrs. 
Ingram  points  out  that  a  children’s 
choir  is  for  every  child  and  should 
not  be  selective.  The  director  is  giv¬ 
en  helpful  suggestions  on  how  to 
work  with  the  children  in  providing 
them  with  good  musical  training 
and  experience  and  at  the  same  time 
developing  for  the  church  a  good 
children’s  choir. 

Included  in  the  book  are  chapters 
on  how  to  start  a  children’s  choir; 
its  organization;  the  primary,  the 
junior,  and  the  junior-high  choir; 
vocal  training;  materials;  the  re¬ 
hearsal;  vestments;  the  Choir  Moth¬ 
ers’  Guild;  and  others. 

There  is  a  foreword  written  by 
Austin  G.  Lovelace,  a  bibliography, 
and  an  appendix  with  suggested 
music  for  the  primary,  junior,  and 
junior-high  choirs. 

The  Author:  Madeline  D.  Ingram 
is  acting  Chairman  of  the  Division 
of  Fine  Arts  and  Assistant  Professor 
of  Music  and  Organ  at  Lynchburg 
College,  Lynchburg,  Va.  She  is  also 
a  member  of  the  faculty,  Presby¬ 
terian  General  Assembly’s  Training 
School,  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Min¬ 


ister  of  Music  at  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Lynchburg — a 
position  she  has  held  since  1936. 
Mrs.  Ingram  is  author  of  numerous 
articles  on  children’s  choirs. 

Abingdon  Press,  Nashville  2,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  160  pages,  5%x7 %  inches, 
price:  $2.50. 


A  Close-up  of  "Basic  Fads  About 
Alcohol"  —  Thirteen  pages,  twenty- 
five  germane  sub  topics,  one  hun¬ 
dred  fourteen  paragraphed  items  of 
fact,  scientific  finding,  official  fig¬ 
ures,  specifically  quoted  opinions  of 
specialists, — these  in  a  word  com¬ 
prise  the  content  of  this  remarkable 
document,  bias-free  and  prepared 
in  a  most  objective  form. 

What  does  this  document  talk 
about? 

Just  to  put  it  concretely  it  sets 
about  putting  into  capsule  form 
answers  to  these  questions  among 
others: 

What  is  alcohol?  Why  do  people 
drink  alcohol  beverages?  What  is 
intoxication?  What  happens  when 
you  drink? 

Is  alcohol  ever  a  stimulant?  Can 
tqlerance  to  drink  ever  be  built  up? 
Is  alcohol  ever  a  food?  Does  alcohol 
warm  the  body? 

Is  alcohol  useful  as  a  medicine? 
How  does  alcohol  affect  various  or¬ 
gans?  What  about  alcohol  and 
health?  What  of  alcohol  and  mental 
illness?  How  is  alcohol  related  to 
other  drugs? 

What  does  beverage  alcohol  cost 
industry,  the  American  home,  the 
average  American  citizen?  How 
much  is  spent  annually  for  alcohol 
advertising?  How  is  alcohol  related 
to  the  ethical  view  point?  What 
may  be  done  toward  solving  alcohol 
problems? 

Every  one  of  these  questions  and 
others  related  therewith  are  tersely 
and  fairly  answered  in  this  docu¬ 


ment,  available  without  charge  to 
any  individual  writing  to  the  pub¬ 
lishers:  “Basic  Facts  About  Alcohol”, 
10219  S.  Union  Avenue,  Chicago  28, 
Illinois. 

Just  how  did  “Basic  Facts  About 
Alcohol”  come  to  be  written?  Its 
compiler,  Mrs.  Ruth  Peterson,  editor 
of  the  “Temperance  World,”  writes 
in  a'  brief  preface: 

“The  facts  and  figures  in  this 
small  book  have  been  sifted  out  of 
large  quantities  of  government  sta¬ 
tistics,  health  data,  scientific  papers, 
reports  of  tests  and  surveys,  text¬ 
books  and  writings  on  every  phase 
of  the  subject  of  beverage  alcohol, 
its  cost  and  effects  on  health,  social 
problems,  traffic  and  crime. 

“The  purpose  is  to  provide  a  brief 
and  accurate  manual  which  will  give 
a  sharply  delineated  outline  and  be 
useful  for  quick  reference  on  the 
basic  and  vital  aspects  of  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

“The  amount  of  reading  and  re¬ 
search  needed  to  sift  out  these  vital 
facts  was  immense,  however,  the 
task  of  selection  was  relatively  sim¬ 
ple  for  most  writers  report  on  the 
same  facts  in  various  ways  with  a 
wealth  of  documentation  and  case 
histories,  but  the  same  basic  factors 
emerge  from  all  the  material  avail¬ 


able.  The  subject  is  not  complex 
and  the  bare  and  basic  facts  were 
our  quest. 

‘SOS’  FOR  TWO 
MD’S  OVERSEAS 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
ance  will  be  provided  on  the  field. 

N  y  a  d  i  r  i,  Southern  Rhodesia  — 
There  is  an  emergency  need  for  a 
in  helping  Dr.  Bennett  Horton,  a 
young  missionary  doctor  in  his  first 
term  of  service  in  a  large  hospital 
and  clinic.  The  volunteer  should 
be  able  to  pay  his  own  travel  ex¬ 
pense,  but  maintenance  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  on  the  field. 

Any  interested  doctor  is  asked  to 
contact  Dr.  Harold  Brewster  or  the 
Rev.  M.  O.  Williams,  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  150  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

“Internationally  known 
specialists” 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet 
every  need.  Quality  workmanship  guar¬ 
anteed.  Write  for  illustrated  price 
folder. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

106  No.  Stone  Ave.  Greenwood,  Miss. 


OAK  TABLES 


AND  CHAIRS 

■■■ 

For  Immediate  shipment  from  warehouse 
stock. 

Styled  for  simplicity,  durability  and  maxi¬ 
mum  comfort ...  a  perfect  combination  for 
truly  exceptional  educational  furniture. 
Write  for  free  catalog  No.  58. 


AND 

SONS 


WACO,  TEXAS 


DESIGNERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  DISTINCTIVE  CHURCH  FURNITURE 
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LODGE  ON  LAKE  HAMILTON 
For  exclusive  use  of  Majestic  guests 


TOP  VALUE 


OUACHITA 


INtOHOUHCn 

WASHT-TAW1 


MOUNTAINS 


Rest  and  relax!  Swim  in  our  beautiful  pool — Hot  Spring’s  only  outdoor 
temperature  controlled;  year  around  pool.  Social  Hostess.  Beautiful  scen¬ 
ery,  excellent  fishing,  all  types  of  boating— Lakes  Catherine,  Hamilton  and 
Ouachita.  Golf  at  our  nearby  Country  Club.  Famed  for  fine  food. 

Take  this  opportunity  to  pep  up  and  improve  your  health  with  the 
world-famous  thermal  baths  Find  relief  for  nervous  tension,  aching  mus¬ 
cles  and  stiff  joints  .  even  rheumatism  and  arthritis.  You  can  go  from 
your  room  in  robe  and  slippers  to  the  bathhouse  in  hotel.  Hot  Springs  is 
America's  only  health  resort  with  natural  thermal  waters  under  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  Dir  of  Nat’I  Pk  Service,  U.S.  Dept  of  Interior. 

"  Majestic 


Write.  Wire  or  Phone  W  L  Wolfe  Mgr 

MAJESTIC  HOTEL 


HEALTH  VACATION 

SPECIAL  jl 

DAYS  3  MEALS  y. 

m  (SIX  NIGHTS)  A  DAY 

budget 


You 


3  MEALS 

(SIX  NIGHTS)  A  DAY 
including  THERMAL  BATHS 


’V-  ■  - 

mum  rate  air-conditioned  double  room  af  $3  per  day.  par 
person  You  can  budget  3  meals  for  $4.35  per  day  or  last  and 
4  Thermal  Baths  tor  $10.55.  -State  sales  tai  additional 
No  room  charge  for  children  under  14 


HOT  SPRINGS 

(  o  place  for  FUN ) 


PAR 


JULY  23,  1959 


Page  Fifteen 


Announcing... 


Annual  Louisiana  Conference 


Laymen’s  Conference 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE,  SHREVEPORT 


Sahirday-Snnday,  August  15-16 

Learn  More  About  Methodism  And  Methodist  Program  Through 


Discussion  Groups 

Stewardship  and  Finance 
Methodist  Men 
Lay  Leadership 
Official  Boards 
Lay  Speaking 

Serving  Christ  In  One's  Vocation 
Christianizing  Community  Life 
Theology  For  Lay 

(All  discussion  groups  are  led  by  qualified 
Louisiana  Methodist  Laymen) 


Inspiration 

Through  such  outstanding  leaders  as: 

Robert  G.  Mayfield,  Chicago,  General  Sec¬ 
retary,  General  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
Dr.  Otis  Young,  Chicago,  Associate  Pub¬ 
lisher  of  The  Methodist  Church 
Claudius  Mayo,  Lake  Charles 
Howard  Daughenbaugh,  New  Orleans 
Tom  A.  Pitt,  Monroe 
J.  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria 
J.  C.  Love,  Ruston 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam 
A.  C.  Voran,  Shreveport,  Song  Leader 
(All  Louisiana  Conference  Laymen) 


Fellowship 

For  several  years,  Louisiana  Conference 
laymen  have  been  holding  their  own  Lay¬ 
men's  Conference.  Each  year  more  laymen 
have  been  attracted  to  this  fellowship 
than  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  coveted 
privileges  of  the  Conference  is  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  fellowship  with  other  Christian 
Methodist  laymen,  representing  every  sec¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  This  year, 
upwards  of  300  laymen  are  expected.  This 
is  a  fellowship  which  is  not  to  be  found 
anywhere  else.  Be  one  of  the  300  Meth¬ 
odist  laymen  who  will  attend. 


Opening  Session  4:00  p.m.,  August  15  -  Adjournment 

At  Noon,  August  16 


Sponsored  By 

Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Chairman 
Don  Easterwood 

Joe  Moore,  Promotion  Committee 


For  Conference  Reservation: 

Write:  DON  G.  EASTERWOOD 
527  Marshall  Street 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Conference  Registration  Fee  of  $6.00 
Includes  Three  Meals  and  Night's  Lodging 
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Emphasis  on  the  Fine  Arts 

First  Nation-Wide  Human  Relations 
Conference  To  Be  Held  Aug.  31-Sept.  4 

DALLAS,  Texas  (MI) — The  first  nation-wide  Methodist  Conference  on 
Human  Relations,  to  be  held  here  Aug.  31 -Sept.  4,  will  include  a  strong 
emphasis  on  the  fine  arts. 

While  the  format  of  the  conference  naturally  involves  discussion 
groups  growing  out  of  intensive  preliminary  research  and  includes  several 
platform  addresses,  time  also  will  be  given  for  the  creation  of  moods  and 
the  expression  of  ideas  through  music,  drama,  and  interpretative  dancing. 

The  conference,  which  is  expected  to  attract  some  1,200  delegates, 
will  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Southern  Methodist  University.  It  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  eight  general  boards  and  agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

The  Bishop’s  Company,  American  repertory  players  from  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara,  Calif.,  will  present  “Cry,  the  Beloved  Country,”  and  Dr.  Josef ma 
Garcia  will  present  interpretations  of  authentic  Latin-American  dances. 
Dr.  Garcia  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  at  the  Oklahoma  College  for  Women, 
Chickasha. 

Rhoda  Jordan,  free  lance  television  and  motion  picture  actress  from 
Los  Angeles,  will  lead  dramatic  devotions. 

The  Ambassadors  Quartet  from  Southern  Rhodesia  will  be  featured  at 
- — -  the  conference.  These  young  Afri- 


Results  Announced 
Of  Belief  And 
Practice  Survey 

Reveals  Ministers  and  Laymen 
Differ  in  Practical  Application 
Of  Various  Doctrines 

Wichita,  Kans.  (BM) — Ministers 
and  laymen  of  The  Methodist 
Church  are  in  accord  with  each 
other  in  most  matters  of  the  faith 
and  in  theological  beliefs,  but  there 
is  wide  variance  among  them  in 
regard  to  the  practical  application 
to  these  beliefs  to  certain  social, 
political,  and  economic  problems 
laced  in  the  community  and  the 
nation. 

This  cleavage  between  belief  and 
the  ability  or  willingness  of  men — 
especially  laymen — to  put  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  such  beliefs  into  prac¬ 
tice  was  disclosed  in  a  spot  survey 
of  opinions  from  several  thousand 
ministers  and  laymen  made  for  the 
Fourth  National  Town  and  Country 
Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church  being  held  here.  Dr.  David 
E.  Lindstrom,  professor  of  rural  so¬ 
ciology  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
conducted  the  survey,  assisted  by 
Prof.  Herbert  E.  Stotts  of  Boston 
University  and  Prof.  M.  Wilson 
Nesbitt  of  Duke  University. 

“Our  worldliness  can  be  seen  in 
our  inability  or  unwillingness  to  do 
the  very  things  in  which  so  many 
of  us  have  an  avowed  belief,”  com¬ 
mented  Dr.  Lindstrom  upon  this 
point  in  the  findings. 

"This  difference  is  noted  in  our 
practice  of  these  beliefs — total  ab¬ 
stinence,  support  of  missions,  regu¬ 
lar  attendance  at  church,  conduct 
of  our  business,  the  use  of  money, 
fair  and  just  relations  with  labor, 
international  aid,  and  military  serv¬ 
ice. 

“We  still  have  a  tendency  to  com¬ 
partmentalize  our  religion.  We  state 
our  undying  belief  in  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man,  but  some  of  us,  at 
least  when  it  comes  to  the  test,  are 
unwilling  to  overcome  some  of  the 
most  glaring  of  human  frailties — 
'  discrimination  against  our  brothers, 
conduct  of  our  business  for  purely 
j  selfish  ends,  and  our  failure  to  sac- 
|  rif ice  some  of  our  worldly  posses- 
I  sions  so  that  others  less  fortunate 
|  may  also  have  life.” 

The  survey  revealed  that  from  90 
Per  cent  to  96  per  cent  of  both  min- 
I  isters  and  laymen  "completely  ac¬ 
cepted”  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of 
God;  belief  in  Jesus  as  the  supreme 
revelation  of  God’s  purpose;  that 
Jesus  rose  from  the  dead;  that  “to 
i  become  perfect  in  love  for  God  and 
man”  should  be  the  goal  of  every 
Christian;  that  man’s  destiny  is  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  grace  of  God — 
yet  each  person  plays  a  decisive  role 
ln  his  fate  through  his  own  choices 
and  conduct;  that  God  reveals  him¬ 
self  as  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 

(Continued  on  page  2) 


National  T  and  C 
Conf.  Well  Attended 
By  Area  People 

Some  1,200  Methodist  ministers 
and  laymen,  concerned  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  rural  America  and  for  the 
churches  in  those  areas,  met  in 
Wichita,  Kans.,  July  21-24  in  the 
National  Methodist  Town  and 
Country  Conference. 

Attending  the  conference,  and 
participating  in  its  planning  for  the 
betterment  of  the  denomination’s 
service  through  the  small  church, 
were  43  from  Arkansas  and  31 
from  Louisiana.  They  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  "discussion  group,”  con¬ 
sidering  four  major  topics  of  the 
conference. 

The  Town  and  Country  Confer¬ 
ence  was  called  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church 
and  was  directed  by  the  staff  of 
the  Division  of  National.  Missions 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Bishop 
Edwin  E.  Voight,  of  Aberdeen,  S. 
D.,  was  chairman  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Glenn  F.  Sanford  of  Philadelphia 
was  secretary.  Every  state  in  the 
nation  was  represented  in  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Topics  of  the  Conference  were: 
“The  Town  and  Country  Church 
Considers  Its  Nature,  Purpose  and 
Message”;  “Methodism  Organized 
to  Face  the  Challenge  of  Town  and 
Country”;  “Town  and  Country 
Church  Leadership  in  a  Changing 
Society”  and  “The  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Changing  Com¬ 
munity.” 

Preliminary  surveys  of  the 
church  and  of  its  problems  in  vil¬ 
lage  and  town  areas  had  been  made 
by  professors  and  students  of  sev¬ 
eral  theological  seminaries  and 
were  the  basis  of  the  studies  of 


can  Methodist  singers  are  on  a  10- 
month  musical  tour  of  the  United 
States. 

Appearing  as  guest  soloist  will  be 
a  well-known  Shreveport,  La.,  so¬ 
prano,  Frances  Roberts  Shirley. 

Song  leader  for  the  conference 
will  be  C.  Edward  Stallings  of  Oak¬ 
land,  Calif.  He  will  organize  and 
direct  an  interracial  choir,  which 
will  sing  at  some  of  the  sessions. 
Stallings  will  be  remembered  by 
many  Methodists  for  his  outstand¬ 
ing  work  in  leading  group  singing 
at  the  National  Conference  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  at  Purdue  University 
and  the  National  Conference  on  In¬ 
dustrial  Relations  in  Cincinnati.  In 
his  home  church — Taylor  Memorial 
in  Oakland — he  is  minister  of  music 
and  director  of  the  Eventide  Choir. 

The  conference  program  also  will 
include  a  showing  of  the  movie, 
“Mark  of  the  Hawk,”  and  other 
audio-visual  aids. 


some  63  discussion  groups. 

Emerging  from  the  studies  and 
discussions  came  findings  that  will 
be  discussed  in  meetings  through¬ 
out  The  Methodist  Church  —  and 
some  of  which  will  probably  be 
enacted  into  legislation  when  the 
church’s  General  Conference  meets 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  in  1960. 

Speakers  and  surveys  pointed  out 
the  importance  of  the  rural  and 
town  church  in  America,  the  con¬ 
tribution  it  has  made  to  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  nation,  and  the  im¬ 
portance  that  it  be  kept  “flexible” 
in  organization  and  in  structure. 
This  “flexibility”  to  meet  the  rap¬ 
idly-changing  communities  growing 
in  many  areas. 

On  page  16  of  this  issue  is  the 
published  statement  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  to  Methodist  churches. 


La.  Pastors’ 
School  To  Be 
August  10-14 

The  Louisiana  Conference  An¬ 
nual  Pastors’  School  will  be  held 
on  the  Centenary  College  campus, 
August  10-14,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  this  week  by  Dr.  Jolly 
B.  Harper  of  Shreveport,  dean  of 
the  school,  and  Rev.  Luther  Booth 
of  Bastrop,  chairman  of  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  school. 

Dr.  Homer  E.  Finger,  president 
of  Millsaps  College  of  Jackson,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  will  be  the  platform  speak¬ 
er,  delivering  addresses  twice  daily, 
Tuesday  through  Thursday,  with 
addresses  also  being  delivered  on 
Monday  evening  and  Friday  morn¬ 
ing. 

Other  features  of  the  school  will 
be  the  Bishops’  Banquet  at  6:00 
p.m.  on  Thursday,  at  which  time 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  be  an 
honored  guest. 

Ministers’  Clinic  will  be  conduct¬ 
ed  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons^  with  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  the 
Mental  Health  of  the  Minister  and 
the  Wesley  Society  as  topics. 

The  Parsonettes’  Clinic  will  be 
held  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  of 
Shreveport  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton 
of  Lafayette. 

Three  courses  will  be  offered 
during  the  Pastors’  School.  Dr.  Earl 
H.  Furgeson  of  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  will  offer  a  course  in 
Homiletics;  Dr.  Carl  Michalson  of 
Drew  University  will  teach  a 
course  on  Theological  Trends;  and 
Dr.  Albert  Barnett  of  Candler 
School  of  Theology  will  offer  a 
course  on  the  New  Testament 
Teaching  About  Jesus. 

Pastors’  School  leaders  urged  that 
those  pastors  planning  to  attend 
write  for  room  reservations  to  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  July  30 -Aug.  8  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


July  30  . James  5:1-12 

July  31  . . James  5:13-20 

August  1  . 1  Peter  1:1-12 

August  2  . 1  Peter  1:13-25 

August  3  . 1  Peter  2:1-10 

August  4  . 1  Peter  2:11-17 

August  5  . 1  Peter  2:18-25 

August  6  . 1  Peter  3:1-7 

August  7  . 1  Peter  3:8-12 

August  8  . . !  Peter  3:13-22 


Results  Announced 
Of  Belief  And 
Practice  Survey 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

There  are,  however,  other  beliefs 
in  which  the  ministers  are  less 
convinced  than  are  the  laymen  in 
their  congregations.  The  survey  re¬ 
vealed  that  58  per  cent  of  the  lay¬ 
men  “accepted  completely  the  be¬ 
lief  that  the  purposes  of  God  on  this 
earth  will  be  realized  entirely 
|through  His  will  and  action.” 

However,  only  28  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  held  to  this  belief,  “evi¬ 
dently  believing,”  says  Dr.  Lind- 
strom,  “that  men  has  much  to  do 
with  implementing  the  will  of  God 
on  earth.” 

While  92  per  cent  of  the  laymen 
support  the  belief  that  “all  that  we 
have,  even  life  itself,  is  a  gift  of 
God,  only  54  per  cent  of  them  would 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  to  waste 
time  is  a  sinful  act.  Eighty  per  cent 
of  the  ministers  would  consider  it 
a  sin. 

About  85  per  cent  of  the  laymen 
believe  that  “Jesus’  resurrection  is 
our  pledge  of  assurance  of  eternal 
life,  but  only  78  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  accept  this  belief  “com¬ 
pletely.” 

“The  laymen  are  evidently  more 
convinced  of  the  value  of  the  sacra¬ 
ments  than  the  clergy  and  yet  more 
liberal  in  their  application,”  Dr. 
Lindstrom  interprets  from  the  sur¬ 
vey  returns. 

“A  significantly  higher  percentage 
of  the  laymen  accepted  completely 
the  belief  that  the  preaching  of  the 
true  gospel  and  the  administration 
of  the  sacraments  are  necessary 
marks  for  the  true  church.  More 
than  a  fourth  of  the  ministers  and 
less  than  a  fifth  of  the  laymen  were 
in  some  doubt  about  this  belief. 

“Half  the  ministers  and  less  than 
a  fifth  of  the  laymen  are  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  value  of 
the  sacrament  depends  entirely  upon 
the  attitude  of  the  participant.  And 
there  is  a  real  difference  between 
laymen  and  ministers  regarding  the 
effect  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

“T  h  r  e  e-fifths  of  the  ministers 
completely  reject  the  belief  that  if 
a  person  partakes  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  he  is  automatically  a  better 
person,  but  only  46  per  cent  of  the 
laymen  would  reject  this  belief 
completely.  Even  fewer  of  the  lay¬ 
men  raised  in  the  country  would 
reject  the  idea.” 

But  it  is  in  the  realm  of  the  “prac¬ 
tical  application”  of  the  teachings 
of  the  church  and  of  the  “imple¬ 
mentation  of  beliefs”  that  the  wider 
differences  between  clergy  and 
layity  appear. 

For  example,  The  Methodist 
Church  has  always  been  strongly 
against  the  use  of  intoxicating  liq¬ 
uor.  Yet  the  questionnaire  showed 
that  while  68  per  cent  of  ministers 
held  total  abstinence  to  be  desir¬ 
able,  only  56  per  cent  of  the  laymen 
felt  the  same  way  about  it. 

More  than  two-fifths  of  all  lay¬ 
men  and  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  ministers  accepted  the  view  that 
the  Christian  should  not  drink  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors.  But  the  percent¬ 
age  of  both  ministers  and  laymen 
holding  this  latter  view  were  higher  . 


Shown  here  are  persons  who  plan  art  work  for  the  World-Wide  Church  Attendance  Movement. 
Left  to  right  are  William  Lazenby,  Shipping  Clerk,  Webb  Rizor,  Assistant  Business  Manager  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism,  and  John  L.  Sandlin,  Director  of  Church  Attendance  Movement. 


Attendance  Emphasis  Expanded  To  Year  Around  Effort 


The  World-Wide  Church  Attendance  Movement  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Methodist 
Church  has  been  broadened  and  deepened  by  extending 
the  emphasis  as  a  year  round  endeavor.  This  means 
that  the  materials  are  prepared  for  every  season  of  the 
year.  They  are  suitable  and  adapted  to  whatever  peri¬ 
od  the  local  church  desires  to  have  a  special  emphasis. 

According  to  an  announcement  by  the  director, 
John  Lewis  Sandlin,  “The  materials  for  this  year  are 
the  most  attractive  to  be  offered.”  Churches  are  putting 
forth  concerted  efforts  to  make  this  information  effec¬ 
tive  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  in  many  for¬ 


eign  countries. 

The  current  motto  or  slogan,  “Try  His  Way,”  is 
taking  hold  all  over  The  Methodist  Church.  Materials 
and  tools  to  be  used  by  every  church  of  whatever  size 
are  now  available. 

A  Church  Attendance  packet  may  be  secured  by 
writing  to  the  World-Wide  Church  Attendance  Move¬ 
ment,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville  5,  Tennessee,  and 
enclosing  35  cents. 

Information  and  guidance  on  a  community  wide 
Church  Attendance  Conference  will  be  gladly  furnished 
by  the  director. 


in  the  rural  areas  than  in  the  urban. 

While  apparently  all  the  laymen 
and  ministers  believe  in  “missions” 
to  overseas  countries,  more  than  70 
per  cent  of  the  ministers,  but  less 
than  half  of  the  laymen,  reject  the 
idea  that  the  missionaries  should 
confine  themselves  to  “preaching 
the  gospel”  and  should  leave  medi¬ 
cal  and  agricultural  work  to  other 
than  church  agencies.  And  in  the 
home  field  the  church  has  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  encourage  better 
farming  and  business  methods  to 
improve  living  standards  say  59 
per  cent  of  the  ministers.  Only  41 
per  cent  of  the  laymen  held  that 
view. 

Two  other  areas  of  thought  and 
action  in  which  there  are  serious 
differences  between  laymen  and 
ministers  are  with  regard  to  inter¬ 
national  law  and  military  service. 
Only  65  per  cent  of  the  laymen,  but 
82  per  cent  of  the  ministers,  accept 
completely  the  belief  that  in  ad¬ 
vancing  economic  and  technical  aid 
to  under-developed  countries  and 
underprivileged  people  the  United 
States  should  have  as  first  concern 
the  needs  of  the  people  involved 
more  than  of  American  interests. 

“This,”  comments  Dr.  Lindstrom, 
“has  regard  to  the  implementation 
of  the  principle  of  the  brotherhood 
pf  man.”  Only  29  per  cent  of  the 
laymen  believe  that  every  person 
should  have  the  freedom  to  refuse 
to  serve  in  the  armed  forces  of  the 


nation  “if  such  service  conflicts 
with  his  religious  convictions.”  But 
almost  twice  as  many  ministers  (56 
per  cent)  hold  to  that  belief. 

Summarizing  these  differences 
and  agreements  in  belief,  religious 
and  social,  Dr.  Lindstrom  notes: 

“The  beliefs  which  both  ministers 
and  laymen  accept  in  very  high 
proportions  are  those  relating  to 
God  the  Father,  Jesus  the  Savior, 
man  the  brother,  love  the  goal,  the 
church  as  the  Christian  fellowship, 
and  the  family  the  cradle  of  the 
Christian  life  .  .  . 

"Even  more  laymen  than  minis¬ 
ters  believe  that  experience  and 
conduct  are  more  important  than 
creedal  formulations.  These  are  the 
essential  beliefs  of  our  church  and 
they  can  be  preached  with  the  as¬ 
surance  that  they  are  what  the  lay¬ 
men  want  to  hear. 

“Not  such  overwhelming  support 
is  given  to  the  meaning  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  tithing,  to  the  support  of 
the  United  Nations,  and  to  the  role 
of  the  United  States  in  world  dis¬ 
armament. 

“Here  special  exhortation  seems 
needed  if  the  doubters  are  to  be  led 
to  believe  in  the  true  meaning  of 
Christ’s  concern  for  all  men  every¬ 
where.” 


Protestant-Catholic 
Marriage  Movie 
Soon  Available 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — A  motion 
picture  produced  by  The  Methodist 
Church  to  help  youth  and  others 
understand  problems  involved  in  a 
Protestant-R  o  m  a  n  Catholic  mar¬ 
riage  will  be  available  from  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  Sept.  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  D.  Staples, 
Nashville,  director,  Department  of 
the  Christian  Family,  Methodist 
Board  of  Education. 

The  film,  “One  Love — Conflicting 
Faiths,”  has  been  produced  by  the 
Department  of  the  Christian  Family 
and  the  Methodist  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Commission  (TFARCO). 

“Our  denominations  has  produced 
this  film,”  said  Dr.  Staples,  “pri¬ 
marily  to  focus  the  attention  of 
youth  upon  problems  of  interfaith 
marriage  before  the  youth  are  ready 
to  marry.  It  should  be  particularly 
helpful  to  high-school  youth,  older 
youth,  young  adults,  and  parents.” 

The  27-minute  movie  tells  a  story 
of  two  young  people,  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  a  Protestant,  who  mar¬ 
ried  without  consulting  their  par¬ 
ents  and  then  had  difficulties  be¬ 
cause  of  their  different  faiths.  It  is 
available  in  black-a  n  d-white  or 
.color  and  may  be  rented  from  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  or  pur¬ 
chased  from  TRAFCO. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


At  National  Town  and  Country  Conference 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  Central  Kansas  Conference  in  session  at 
College  Hill  Methodist  Church,  Wichita,  was  the  presentation  of  a  check 
for  $12,500  by  Dr.  Raymond  E.  Dewey,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Wichita 
District,  to  Dr.  M.  LaFayette  Harris,  President,  Philander  Smith  College, 
as  a  special  contribution  from  the  Conference  to  the  Development  Program 
of  the  College  (above).  Under  the  leadership  of  Bishop  Dana  Dawson,  more 
than  $2,300,000  has  been  subscribed  on  a  goal  of  $2,2 50,000  for  Christian 
Higher  Education  by  the  Central  Kansas  Conference  through  the  Christian 
Higher  Education  Campaign  (CHECK),  of  which  Dr.  Raymond  E.  Dewey  is 
the  Executive  Chairman.  In  grateful  acknowledgment.  President  Harris 
stated  that  this  gift  will  not  only  help  substantially  in  the  current  Building 
Program,  but  would  no  doubt  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  other  annual  confer¬ 
ences  which  have  supported  the  institution  through  the  Race  Relations  Sun¬ 
day  Offering,  and  direct  giving. 


Methodist  Information  Head 

Points  Up  Obligation  To  Secular  Press 


Says  Rural  Church  Not  Sufficiently 
Represented  To  Insure  Democracy 


Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (MI) — The 
immense  service  to  religion  by  the 
nation’s  12,000  daily  and  weekly 
newspapers  is  unrecognized  and 
unappreciated  by  many  church  of¬ 
ficials,  a  Methodist  writers  confer¬ 
ence  was  told  here. 

The  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Ralph  Stoody,  New  York  City,  di¬ 
rector  of  The  Methodist  Church’s 
Commission  on  Public  Relations 
and  Methodist  Information.  He  was 
one  of  the  instructors  for  the  con¬ 
ference,  which  was  held  July  14-16 
and  attended  by  more  than  50  per¬ 
sons. 

Workshops  were  offered  in  fea¬ 
ture  writing,  script  writing  for 
radio  and  TV,  use  of  photographs, 
free-lancing,  news  writing,  and 
other  subjects. 

Dr.  Stoody  said  that  sometimes 
newspapers  seem  better  set  up  to 
advertise  sin  than  to  publicize  vir¬ 
tue,  but  he  paid  tribute  to  them  for 
the  amount  of  space  given  religious 


Anchorage,  Alaska  (RNS) 
ALASKA  METHODIST  UNI¬ 
VERSITY  CORNERSTONE 
LAID  —  Bishop  A.  Raymond 
Grant  of  Portland,  Ore., 
(right),  laid  the  cornerstone 
for  the  $5 ,000,000  Alaska 
Methodist  University  here. 
He  was  assisted  by  (left  to 
right)  the  Rev.  Fred  McGin- 
ois,  Alaska  Council  of 
Churches  president,  and  Dr. 
Donald  E.  Ebright,  president 
°f  the  university.  Sponsored 
by  the  denomination's  Divi¬ 
sion  of  National  Missions, 
fbe  project  will  be  the  first 
church-related,  f  o  u  r-year 
liberal  arts  college  in  Alas- 
when  it  opens  in  Sep¬ 
tember  I960.  (RNS  photo) 


news,  and  he  called  the  paper  allies 
of  church  publications. 

“Religion  is  more  and  more  being 
recognized  as  news  by  editors  of 
newspapers  and  magazines,”  he 
said. 

“A  century  ago,”  he  said, 
“churches  did  not  welcome  publi¬ 
cation  of  news  of  their  activities. 
They  thought  it  a  sacrilege  and  pro¬ 
tested  against  it.” 

“Today,”  he  said,  “many  church¬ 
men  are  studying  and  organizing 
to  give  newspapers  intelligent  co¬ 
operation.” 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Council,  with  several 
Methodist  agencies  cooperating. 

Director  of  the  conference  was 


WICHITA,  Kansas  (MI) — The  “essential  democracy”  of  Methodism 
may  be  threatened  by  a  failure  of  town  and  country  churches  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  government  of  the  church,  according  to  a  report  presented 
to  the  Fourth  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Conference  here. 


“The  structure  of  The  Methodist  Church  provides  for  an  equal  repre¬ 
sentation  of  laymen  and  ministers  at  the  annual  conference,  yet  thousands 
of  rural  churches  do  not  send  representatives  to  the  annual  conference 
sessions,”  observed  a  report  presented  by  Prof.  Herbert  E.  Stotts  of  Boston 
University.  The  report  suggested  that  this  failure  to  be  property  represent¬ 
ed  extended  from  the  local  church  conference,  which  is  seldom  held,  up 
through  the  law-making  General  Conference. 


“It  is  not  enough  for  representatives  of  rural  churches  to  appear  only 


Four  Rural  Church 
Leaders  Honored 
By  Natfl  Conference 

Wichita,  Kansas  (MI)  —  Special 
recognition  was  paid  Thursday 
night  to  four  outstanding  rural 
church  leaders  during  the  National 
Methodist  Town  and  Country  Con¬ 
ference  at  the  Broadview  Hotel 
here. 

Honored  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ar¬ 
thur  W.  Hewitt,  Riverton,  Ver¬ 
mont;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dutton  S.  Peter¬ 
son,  Odessa,  N.  Y.;  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Aaron  A.  R  a  p  k  i  n  g,  Hiwassee, 
Tenn.;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  Wal¬ 
ton,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Dr.  Hewitt  has  been  a  pastor  and 
author,  Dr.  Peterson  a  pastor  and 
New  York  state  senator,  Dr.  Rap- 
king  a  professor  and  secretary  of 
the  National  Methodist  town  and 
country  activities,  and  Dr.  Walton 
a  pastor,  town  and  country  work 
secretary  and  professor. 

Proposes  3  Point 
Program  For  Rural 
America  Revolution 

Wichita,  Kans.  (MI)  —  A  three- 
phase  “rocket  program”  is  needed 
on  the  part  of  The  Methodist 
Church  to  meet  the  “revolution  of 


the  Rev.  Dr.  Webb  B.  Garrison, 
president  of  McKendree  College, 
Lebanon,  Ill.,  an  author  of  books, 
essays,  and  articles. 


on  Layman’s  Day.  Important  de¬ 
cisions  affecting  every  church  are 
made  at  these  conferences  and  ev¬ 
ery  church  has  the  right  and  the 
responsibility  to  let  its  voice  be 
heard.” 

In  this  connection,  church  lead¬ 
ers  point  out  that  many  town  and 
country  churches  are  served  by 
supply  pastors  and  by  church  law 
these  men  cannot  vote  in  the  an¬ 
nual  conference.  This  means  that 
if  the  lay  member  is  not  present 
the  church  concerned  has  no  vote. 

“Six  out  of  ten  Methodists  live 
in  town  and  country  communities 
and  three  out  of  four  Methodist 
Churches  have  fewer  than  500 
members,”  the  report  notes,  then 
asserts: 

“If  the  town  and  country  church¬ 
es  are  not  represented  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  our  church,  the  essen¬ 
tial  democracy  of  Methodism  is 
threatened.” 


rural  America,”  but  organization 
alone  will  not  do  the  job,  the  Fourth 
National  Methodist  Conference  was 
told  during  its  sessions  here. 

“It  takes  love  of  people,  a  deep 
consecration  to  God  on  both  the 
preacher  and  laity’s  part,  and 
work,”  the  Rev.  Floyd  V.  Brower 
of  Caruthersville,  Mo.,  told  the  con¬ 
ference. 

The  “rocket  program”  was  out¬ 
lined  in  a  study  report  presented 
to  the  1,200  attending  the  confer¬ 
ence  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Marvin  T. 
Judy  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  Rev.  M.  Trevor  Bas- 
kerville,  Garner,  Iowa,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldfor,  Oklahoma 
City. 

“Rural  America  is  changing  at  a 
tremendous  pace,”  the  July  report 
said.  “Our  problem,  basically,  is 
that  of  adjusting  to  these  changes 
that  we  may  better  serve  these  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  country-side.  Above  ev¬ 
erything  else  we  must  realize  that 
anything  we  do  in  the  Methodist 
town  and  country  church  move¬ 
ment  has  little  or  no  value  unless 
it  changes  the  lives  of  men  and 
women  and  children  who  live  out 
there  in  the  countryside.” 

The  report  said  the  three  phases 
of  the  “rocket  program”  are  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  local  church,  trained 
leaders,  and  the  getting  of  the 
trained  leadership  out  to  the  local 
churches. 

“If  any  one  of  the  three  phases 
fizzles  out  we  will  never  get  into 
orbit,”  the  report  said. 

Mr.  Brower  noted  favorably  the 
study  of  new  programs  to  meet 
“the  many  changes  of  which  we 
are  in  the  midst.” 

“It  is  a  sign  of  institutional  arth¬ 
ritis  to  feel  you  cannot  meet 
change.” 
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Editorials 


Indecent  Literature  And  Unstable  Homes 

LAST  week  this  publication  reported  a  news  item  telling  of  one 
official,  connected  with  the  Municipal  Court  of  Philadelphia, 
commenting  on  the  influence  of  obscene  literature  on  activi¬ 
ties  of  young  people.  This  official,  a  psychiatrist,  blamed  literature 
for  an  increase  in  sexual  offenses  among  young  people.  He  assert¬ 
ed  that  children  in  the  ages  nine  to  14  are  most  affected  by  this 
indecent  material. 

However,  the  most  telling  observation  made  in  this  connection 
came  from  a  Youth  Study  Center  director  whose  testimony  was 
also  entered  along  with  the  psychiatrist  mentioned  above.  This 
director  holds  that  obscenity’s  greatest  impact  is  on  the  so-called 
“good  boy”  who  comes  from  a  tightly  disciplined  family  where 
there  is  little  love  and  little  communication  between  parents  and 
child.  The  director  believes  that  sex  literaure  would  not  affect 
the  youth  who  comes  from  a  sound  home  which  provides  security, 
reasonable  discipline,  decent  standards,  and  is  supported  by  good 
church  relations. 

Whether  or  not  the  youth  director  is  entirely  correct  in  his 
assertion  is  open  to  question.  However,  few  would  question  his 
belief  that  the  kind  of  home  from  which  children  come  would 
have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  whether  or  not  indecent  literature 
affects  children  of  the  home. 

There  are  two  key  phrases  in  the  director’s  observations  which 
every  parent  should  seriously  take  to  heart:  “family  .  .  .  where 
there  is  little  love,”  and  “sound  home  .  .  .  supported  by  good  church 
relations.”  In  either  instance,  there  is  no  escaping  of  responsibility 
by  the  parents  concerned.  And  in  both  instances  the  church  through 
provision  of  experiences  of  the  Christian  faith,  can  be  of  immeas¬ 
urable  help  in  correcting  family  situations  which  give  rise  to  such 
deficiencies  in  developing  children. 

We  have  no  sympathy  and  still  less  patience  with  newsstand 
and  magazine  dealers  who  sell  such  literature.  A  very  desirable 
situation  would  be  the  complete  absence  or  unavailability  of  such 
literature  from  any  source.  An  even  more  desirable  situation, 
however,  would  be  more  and  more  family  situations  where  chil¬ 
dren  felt  no  compulsion  to  seek  comfort  and  assurance  through  the 
medium  of  such  literature,  but  found  these  experiences  normally 
in  their  own  family  relationships. 

Faith  And  Practice  Survey 

WE  are  told  that  one  of  the  highlights  and  most  significant 
presentations  at  the  National  Conference  on  Town  and 
Country  last  week  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  was  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  results  of  a  survey  made  to  determine  Methodist’s 
doctrinal  views,  and  how  these  views  affect  day  to  day  living  of 
Methodists.  Because  of  the  significance  of  this  survey  and  its  place 
in  the  conference  program,  a  rather  lengthly  article  concerning 
the  survey  is  printed  on  pages  one  and  two  of  this  issue.  We  urge 
your  reading  of  the  entire  news  article. 

There  are  two  aspects  of  the  survey’s  report  which  prompt 
our  consideration.  From  time  to  time  one  hears  voices  being 
raised  as  to  where  Methodism  may  be  headed  doctrinally.  More 
appropriately,  perhaps,  are  voices  being  raised  about  Methodists 
putting  into  practice  the  faith  they  hold  doctrinally.  However, 
the  survey  reports  that  from  90%  to  96%  of  both  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men  completely  accept  belief  in  the  fatherhood  of  God;  Jesus  as 
the  revelation  of  God’s  purpose;  the  resurrection;  perfection  in 
love  for  God  and  man  as  every  Christian’s  goal;  that  while  man’s 
destiny  is  dependent  on  God’s  grace,  each  person  through  his  own 
choices  and  conduct  helps  determine  his  own  fate;  and  the  doctrine 


The  Living  Scriptures  by Jack  Hamm 


of  the  Trinity,  God  as  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.  This  doesn’t 
sound  as  if  many  Methodists,  either  ministers  or  laymen,  have 
strayed  very  far  from  traditional  tenets  of  the  Christian  faith,  long 
held  by  Methodists. 

But  when  it  comes  to  putting  these  commonly  accepted  beliefs 
into  practice,  the  percentages  begin  to  tumble,  more  so  on  some 
accounts  than  on  others.  Equally  significant,  the  percentages  differ 
more  widely  among  ministers  and  laymen.  Ministers  have  not 
been  “perfected  in  love”  but  the  survey  would  indicate  that  they 
are  approaching  that  blessed  state  ahead  of  laymen,  although 
more  laymen  seem  to  believe  that  a  person’s  conduct  is  more  im¬ 
portant  than  his  creed. 

Among  matters  of  practice  which  laymen  differ  most  widely 
from  ministers  is  in  the  meaning  and  importance  of  tithing,  support 
of  United  Nations,  and  role  of  the  United  States  in  world  disarma¬ 
ment. 

All  this  suggests  that  Methodism  has  an  enormous  teaching 
job  to  do  in  transforming  in  Methodists  their  faith  and  practice. 
Each  one  of  us  needs  help  at  this  point,  more  for  some  of  us,  per¬ 
haps,  than  others.  We  have  been  suggesting  all  along  that  in  a 
continued  emphasis  on  local  church  program  more  creative  teach¬ 
ing  should  be  taking  place.  This  is  one  of  the  points  of  greatest 
need.  The  survey  results  reported  at  Wichita  seem  to  bear  this 
out. 

Methodists  quite  likely  are  not  much  different  than  church 
members  of  many  of  the  other  Christian  denominations.  We  would 
venture  to  suggest  that  if  such  a  survey  were  conducted  among 
other  denominational  groups,  the  results  would  not  be  radically 
different.  However,  the  real  point  of  the  whole  survey  seems  to 
be  that  Methodists  should  be  different,  and  with  that  we  thorough¬ 
ly  agree.  There  should  be  more  living  up  to  the  high  ethics  of  the 
Christian  faith. 
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Alaskan.  Pastor 


Reports  To  Little 
Rock  District 
Methodists  On  Gift 

Fund  Raised  In  1957  Helped 
Build  Kenai  Church  Parsonage 

Among  recent  visitors  to  Little 
Rock  were  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  Wayne 
Hull  and  their  two  sons,  who  for 
the  past  four  years  have  lived  in 
Kenia,  Alaska  where  Rev.  Mr.  Hull 
is  pastor  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hull’s  mission  to  Little 
Rock  was  to  give  a  first  hand  re¬ 
port  to  Little  Rock  District  Method¬ 
ists  concerning  the  parsonage  proj¬ 
ect  for  Kenai,  a  program  begun  in 
1957  when  Dr.  Arthur  Terry,  now 
at  Texarkana,  was  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hull  made  his  report  to 
Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Little  Rock  District. 

According  to  Rev.  Mr.  Hull,  the 
parsonage  and  the  church  were 
built  in  1957  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $100,000.  The  buildings 
were  made  of  materials  pre-cut  in 
Washington  and  Oregon  and  ship¬ 
ped  to  Alaska.  Little  Rock  District 
Methodists  contributed  $20,000  of 
the  $25,000  cost  of  the  parsonage. 
The  pastor’s  home  has  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  one  and  one-half  baths,  a 
recreational  area  and  basement, 
utility  room,  kitchen,  and  several 
automatic  appliances,  including  of 
all  things,  a  deep  freeze.  The  par¬ 
sonage  was  built  at  a  location  near 
a  church,  and  directly  across  from 
the  Kenai  school. 

The  Kenai  charge  now  includes 
Kenai,  Ninilchik,  and  a  new  church 
which  will  be  known  as  the  Tur- 
tumena  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hull  has  recently  been 
appointed  to  the  Chugiak  Method¬ 
ist  Church  which  is  located  in  a 
suburb  of  Anchorage. 

The  Kenai  congregation  recently 
celebrated  its  fourth  anniversary. 
Church  membership  at  the  present 
time  is  68,  with  an  average  Sunday 
School  attendance  the  past  year  of 
72.  A  vacation  church  school  in 
June  of  this  year  was  attended  by 
74  children  and  about  20  adult  and 
high  school  staff  members.  The 
church  has  a  full  program,  includ¬ 
ing  a  W.  S.  C.  S.  and  choir. 

In  the  Kenai  section  there  are 
approximately  200  Athabasken  In¬ 
dians.  Population  in  the  Kenai 
area  is  approximately  3,500.  Many 
of  the  residents  homestead,  fish  for 
salmon  during  the  summer,  have 
civil  service  jobs,  or  work  at  a  va¬ 
riety  of  occupations  such  as  truck 
drivers,  clerical  work,  or  airport 
attendants,  or  run  businesses  such 
as  grocery  stores.  According  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Hull  much  of  the  travel 
in  the  Kenai  section  is  by  air.  At 
Kenai  there  are  about  40  private 
aircraft,  and  commercial  airlines 
made  four  daily  stops  at  Kenai. 

Since  Methodist  work  in  Alaska 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Di¬ 
vision'  of  National  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  the  pastor’s  salary  at  Kenai 
is  paid  by  the  Missions  Board. 
There  are  17  ministers  in  the  Alas¬ 
kan  Mission  and  23  churches. 

Other  Methodist  institutions  in 
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Pictured  above  is  the  Kenai  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenai,  Alaska,  and  the  Kenai  Methodist  parsonage,  both 
constructed  in  1 957.  Methodists  of  the  Little  Rock 
District  contributed ‘$20,000  of  the  $25,000  cost  of  the 

Alaska  includes  the  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  and  Community  Center  in 
Nome,  the  Jessie  Lee  Home  for 
Children  at  Seward,  and  a  rehabili¬ 
tation  center,  also  at  Seward,  which 
trains  native  people  for  a  variety 
of  jobs. 

The  newest  Methodist  institution 

Shown  below,  conducting  a  service  of  worship  in 
the  Kenai  Methodist  Church  are,  L  to  R,  Rev.  H.  Wayne 
Hull,  Kenai  pastor,  1955-59;  Bishop  A.  Raymond  Grant, 


Methodist  parsonage.  Rev.  H.  Wayne  Hull,  pastor  since 
1955  at  Kenai,  was  a  recent  visitor  in  Little  Rock,  re¬ 
porting  to  Little  Rock  District  Methodists  on  the  results 
of  the  gift. 

camp  site  near  Chuigak,  which  the 
Division  of  Natural  Missions  has  re¬ 
cently  acquired. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hull  spent  last  week  in 
Wichita,  Kansas,  his  home,  where 
he  was  the  delegate  from  Alaska  to 
the  National  Town  and  Country 
Conference. 

of  the  Portland  Area,  who  has  episcopal  supervision  of 
Methodist  work  in  Alaska;  and  Rev.  Fred  McGennis,  the 
district  superintendent  of  Alaska  Mission  work. 


in  Alaska  is  the  Alaska  Methodist 
University,  the  cornerstone  of 
which  was  laid  on  July  12.  Class- 
work  in  the  school  will  begin  in 
September,  1960.  In  Rev.  Mr.  Hull’s 
new  assignment  at  Chuigak,  he  will 
lead  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church 
building,  as  well  as  developing  a 
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A  Lilt  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


NATURE’S  FIRST  LAW 

Firmly  embedded  in  the  minds  of  men  is  the  maxim,  “Self-pres¬ 
ervation  is  nature’s  first  law.”  Wherever  we  look  we  see  life  strug¬ 
gling  to  preserve  itself.  Consider  the  fowls  of  the  air.  They  build 
their  nests,  shelter  their  young  and  migrate  with  the  seasons,  all 
as  part  of  the  instinct  for  self-preservation. 

Look  through  the  microscope  at  your  own  blood  stream  If  a 
blood  vessel  is  wounded,  an  army  of  white  corpuscles  is  rushed  to 
the  defense,  all  as  a  part  of  this  same  principle  of  self-preservation. 
The  cry  of  the  wolf  in  the  pack,  the  concern  for  health  which  sends 
us  to  a  doctor,  the  struggle  of  a  boy  to  equip  himself  with  knowledge 
or  a  trade,  the  raising  of  armies,  the  conference  of  diplomats — do  not 
all  these  stem  from  the  main  root  of  man’s  desire  for  self-preserva¬ 
tion?  And  is  not  this  desire  the  first  law  of  Nature?  That  is  the  be¬ 
lief  on  which  we  have  been  reared. 

Now,  in  the  light  of  this  law  of  self-preservation,  how  are  we 
to  explain  the  self-sacrifice  which  Jesus  taught  and  supremely  dem¬ 
onstrated  when  He  deliberately  laid  down  His  life  on  the  cross?  Or 
to  come  nearer  home,  how  do  we  account  for  the  acts  of  heroic  sacri¬ 
fice  which  take  place  around  us  in  our  own  time — the  mother  giving 
her  life  for  her  child,  the  fireman  dying  to  rescue  the  occupant  of  a 
burning  building? 

We  recall  what  they  said  to  Jesus.  When  they  beheld  Him  hang¬ 
ing  on  the  cross,  some  cried  sarcastically:  “He  saved  others;  himself 
he  cannot  save.  If  he  be  the  King  of  Israel,  let  him  now  come  down 
from  the  cross  and  we  will  believe  him.”  However  cruel  those  words 
were,  they  sounded  plausible.  There  on  the  cross  was  a  Man  who  had 
gone  about  professing  to  save  people.  He  allowed  men  to  call  Him 
Lord.  He  assumed  to  speak  in  the  name  of  God  as  master  of  life  and 
death.  Surely  if  He  really  possessed  such  power,  He  would  use  it  on 
Himself. 

Such  would  be  the  natural  assumption.  We  take  it  for  granted 
that  if  a  physician  has  a  secret  cure,  he  will  use  it  on  himself.  The 
lawyer  who  sets  himself  up  as  a  counsellor  of  others  ought  to  be  able 
to  manage  his  own  affairs.  No  wonder  His  critics  cried  to  Jesus  on 
the  cross,  “He  saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save.”  Judged  by  Na¬ 
ture’s  first  law  of  self-preservation,  He  looked  like  a  failure. 

How  then  are  we  to  explain  Jesus’  principle  of  self-sacrifice? 
My  conviction  is  that  He  was  demonstrating  self-sacrifice  as  neces¬ 
sary  to  real  self-preservation. 

If  we  are  to  save  ourselves,  we  must  spend  ourselves.  We  can¬ 
not  save  life  by  hoarding  it  as  we  hoard  money.  A  person  does  not 
say,  “Since  I  shall  need  all  my  strength  in  1960,  I  shall  save  my  mus¬ 
cles  this  year.”  He  would  become  weak  and  flabby.  When  a  man 
tries  to  be  a  miser  of  his  own  health,  he  usually  makes  himself  miser¬ 
able,  becomes  a  slave  to  the  thermometer  and  a  fugitive  from  germs. 
We  develop  our  physical  strength  by  spending  it  in  work  which  some¬ 
times  seems  to  tax  us. 

Likewise  we  enlarge  our  mental  powers  by  spending  them  to 
their  limits.  Whosoever  tries  to  save  his  memory  or  sympathy  by 
not  using  it  is  sure  to  weaken  it.  The  power  of  love  is  strengthened 
by  stretching. 

Another  principle  Jesus  laid  down  is  that  we  save  ourselves  by 
denying  ourselves.  He  said,  "If  any  man  would  be  my  disciple,  let 
him  deny  himself.”  All  the  great  world  religions  advocate  self-denial. 

The  lawn  of  my  boyhood  home  was  fenced  with  an  evergreen 
hedge.  Every  year  when  it  was  trimmed,  I  thought  the  gardner  was 
cutting  away  too  much.  But  I  learned  that  only  by  such  radical  prun¬ 
ing  could  the  symmetry  of  the  hedge  be  preserved.  Similarly  our  lives 
must  be  pruned  if  they  are  to  grow  in  grace  and  fulness  of  stature. 

Horace  Mann,  the  pioneer  educator,  once  wrote:  “In  vain  do  they 
talk  of  happiness  who  never  subdued  an  impulse  in  obedience  to  a 
principle.  He  who  never  sacrificed  a  present  to  a  future  good,  or  a 
personal  to  a  general  one,  can  speak  of  happiness  only  as  the  blind 
do  of  colors." 

A  mother  once  brought  her  baby  to  be  blessed  by  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee.  The  gallant  old  soldier,  whd  was  essentially  a  man  of  peace  and 
who  gave  his  postwar  years  to  training  young  men  in  the  pursuits  of 
peace,  took  the  infant  in  his  arms,  and  as  he  gave  it  back  to  the  mother 
said:  “Teach  him  to  deny  himself.” 

True  self-preservation  comes  through  self-denial  and  self-sacri¬ 
fice. 


"He  was  tremendously  moved  by  your  sermon! 
He'll  be  a  changed  man  the  next  couple  of  days!" 


The 
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ay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  Day  In  Jordan 

Jordan  is  a  small  country,  a 
member  of  The  United  Arab  Re¬ 
public.  It  borders  Israel  on  the 
west,  Syria  on  the  north,  Arabia  on 
the  south  and  Iraq  on  the  east.  Thus 
it  is  somewhat  hemmed  in  by  larg¬ 
er  and  sometimes  unfriendly  coun¬ 
tries.  But  Jordan  is  a  growing  little 
country,  headed  by  the  young  and 
dynamic  King  Hussein.  Our  rela¬ 
tions  with  this  little  country  have 
been  better  than  those  with  several 
others  in  the  near  east.  They  have 
helped  us  to  hold  a  measure  of 
friendship  with  the  Arab  world,  and 
thus  keep  more  or  less  agreeable 
relations  with  the  Moslem  world, 
which  is  probably  the  largest  reli¬ 
gious  group  in  the  world.  King  Hus¬ 
sein  has  visited  the  United  States 
several  times  and  even  though  his 
country  is  receiving  a  large  amount 
of  money  from  us  in  “foreign  aid,” 
the  results  are  plainly  visible  to 
the  tourist  who  travels  the  country. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  has  a  good  sized  work  in  Jor¬ 
dan,  which  helps  also  to  raise  the 
standard  of  living  among  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  refugees  who  are  there. 
This  refugee  problem  is  one  of  the 
explosive  problems  across  the  en¬ 
tire  world  today,  so  w.e  must  face 
it,  whether  we  like  to  or  not.  We 
as  a  nation  and  as  a  member  of  the 
United  Nations  are  attacking  the 
refugee  problem  in  a  small  way, 
£>ut  refugees  are  multiplying  faster 
than  we  are  helping  them.  There¬ 
fore,  we  cannot  afford  to  be  lax  in 
our  care  for  these  of  God’s  children, 
who  are  not  as  highly  developed  as 
we  are. 

One  of  the  heartening  things  that 
I  noted  about  Jordan  was  that  they 
are  doing  a  great  deal  to  promote 


their  agricultural  and  industrial 
economy.  Two  years  ago  when  1 
visited  them  I  was  disturbed  about 
the  fact  of  their  poorly  developed 
resources.  This  time  we  were  greet¬ 
ed  by  a  number  of  developments 
which  have  come  about  in  this  in¬ 
tervening  time.  Banana  orchards, 
vegetable  gardens,  soil  reclamation, 
and  other  forward  steps  are  seen. 
A  very  interesting  observation  is 
that  we  are  not  allowed  to  take  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  very  poor.  After  all, 
good  public  relations  begin  with 
putting  the  best  foot  forward, 
whether  it  be  in  business  or  in  na¬ 
tional  affairs. 

To  the  Christian,  Jordan  has  many 
places  of  deep  interest.  The  old  city 
of  Jerusalem  is  in  Jordan.  There 
we  saw  many  of  the  spots  made 
sacred  by  the  feet  of  The  Master. 
Some  are  so  exploited  that  one 
leaves  with  a  bad  taste  in  his  mouth. 
But  many  of  them  give  the  Chris¬ 
tian  the  feeling  of  awe  as  he  walks 
the  stones  where  Jesus  must  have 
walked. 

But  probably  the  most  thrilling 
experience  of  our  visit  to  Jordan 
was  the  a  s  c  e  nt  of  Mount  Nebo, 
where  Moses  stood  as  the  Children 
of  Israel  entered  The  Promised 
Land.  The  Jordan  River  has  sev¬ 
eral  places  in  that  region  where 
people  can  wade  across.  Also  it  is 
no  trouble  at  all  to  stand  on  Mount 
Nebo  and  see  almost  half  of  the 
land  of  Palestine  on  a  clear  day.  The 
descent  from'  the  mountain  was  one 
of  the  worst  that  I  have  ever  done 
in  a  car,  but  it  was  worth  the  trou¬ 
ble.  I  have  stood  where  Moses  stood 
in  addition  to  the  places  where  Je¬ 
sus  walked. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  August  9,  1959:  THE  SEARCH  FOR  TRUE  VALUES 

READ,  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ECCLESIASTES,  CHAPTER  5.  LESSON 
TEXT,  ECCLESIASTES  5:1-2,  4-6,  8-12,  18-19. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Let  not  your  heart  envy  sinners,  but  continue  in  the 
fear  of  the  LORD  all  the  day.  Proverbs  23:1 7  (RSV) 


The  general  subject  for  the  three  lessons  of 
Unit  VIII  is,  “Life’s  Eternal  Values.”  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  lesson  today,  “The  Search  For  True 
Values,”  quite  appropriately  comes  under  the 
general  theme  for  the  Unit. 

Our  lesson  text  is  taken  from  the  Book  of 
Ecclesiastes.  No  one  can  be  sure  of  the  author 
of  this  book  or  of  the  time  or  place  of  writing. 
There  are  some  who  give  Solomon  credit  for 
writing  Ecclesiastes  because  the  opening  verse 
says  of  the  writer  that  he  is  ‘The  Preacher,  the 
son  of  David,  king  in  Jerusalem.”  However,  the 
general  opinion  among  Bible  students  is  that 
the  author  is  unknown. 

One  very  plausible  opinion  regarding  the 
writer  of  Ecclesiastes  is  that  he  was  a  person 
who  lived  much  later  than  Solomon.  In  the 
writing,  however,  the  author  assumes  the  role 
of  king  Solomon  who  did  try  every  possible  way 
to  find  a  meaning  and  purpose  in  life  but  usually 
never  seemed  to  try  the  right  way.  This  could  be 
the  answer  as  to  the  author  and  would  also  ex¬ 
plain  the  hints  in  the  early  part  of  the  book  that 
Solomon  is  the  writer. 

In  general,  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  seems 
to  be  more  concerned  about  man’s  relation  to 
things  and  to  people  about  him  than  it  is  about 
man’s  proper  relation  to  God.  Only  at  the  end 
of  the  writing  does  the  author  express  a  positive 
view  as  to  the  necessity  and  the  advisability  of 
a  right  relation  to  God. 

The  Writer  Searches  for  Life's  True  Values 

The  writer  of  Ecclesiastes,  in  describing  the 
writer’s  search  for  life’s  values  appears,  at  first, 
to  be  trying  almost  everything  but  the  right 
thing. 

(1)  The  writer,  in  1:12-18,  tells  us  that  he 
first  sought  life’s  values  in  wisdom.  After  he 
thought  he  had  learned  more  than  any  other 
person  he  “Perceived  that  this  also  is  vexation 
of  spirit.  For  in  much  wisdom  is  much  grief: 
and  he  that  increaseth  knowledge  increaseth 
sorrow.” 

(2)  Having  discovered  that  wisdom  was  not 
the  great  good  he  sought,  the  writer  tells  us  that 
he  next  sought  satisfaction  in  pleasure.  He  tells 
us  that  he  tried  all  forms  of  pleasure  and  held 
not  his  heart  from  any  joy.  Nevertheless,  after 
going  the  limit  to  find  satisfaction  in  pleasure 
his  conclusion  is,  "All  was  vanity  and  vexation 
of  spirit.” 

(3)  The  writer  then  turns  to  the  work  of  his 
hands  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth  to  satisfy 
the  hunger  of  his  heart.  In  our  lesson  text  he 
tells  us  that  “He  that  loveth  silver  shall  not  be 
satisfied  with  silver. 

(4)  The  writer’s  search  for  satisfaction  in 
fame  is  equally  disappointing. 

When  We  Go  To  The  Church  To  Worship 

In  the  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  text  the 
writer,  in  effect,  says  “Watch  your  step”  when 
you  go  to  the  house  of  God.  We  must  feel,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  is  not  so  much  how  we  walk  that 
the  writer  is  concerned  about  as  the  attitude  of 
heart  and  spirit  with  which  we  come  to  God’s 
house. 

Worship  is  an  attitude  of  heart,  a  spiritual 
approach  to  God.  What  we  do  in  a  worship  serv¬ 
ice,  whether  it  be  to  sing,  pray,  give  or  listen  as 
the  minister  preaches  the  word  of  God,  all  of 
these  are  but  contributing  factors  to  a  full  wor¬ 
ship  experience.  However,  we  should  remember 
that  we  might  go  into  the  house  of  God  and  do 
all  of  the  things  mentioned  above  and  still  not 


have  a  worship  experience  since  true  worship 
is  more  a  spiritual  attitude  than  some  form  of 
activities.  It  may  be  both.  But  activities  with¬ 
out  a  proper  spirit  are  largely  meaningless. 

When  we  go  to  God’s  house  to  worship  it  is 
better  to  hear  God  speak  to  us  through  the  serv¬ 
ice  than  to  think  that  we  can  buy  God’s  favors 
by  the  gifts  we  make.  Our  gifts  are  a  part  of 
real  worship  only  when  they  are  an  expression 
of  our  love  for  God  and  our  concern  that  His 
kingdom  grow.  Giving  for  other  motives,  the 
writer  calls  “the  sacrifice  of  fools.” 

We  should  keep  in  mind,  when  we  go  to 
church,  that  God  is  more  concerned  about  why 
we  are  at  church  than  He  is  in  the  fact  that  we 
are  there.  If  we  are  prompted  to  attend  church 
by  anything  other  than  religious  motives  we 
need  not  expect  spiritual  benefits  or  other  bless¬ 
ings  from  God.  God  does  not  need  the  gifts  we 
make  nearly  so  much  as  we  need  the  spiritual 
blessings  that  come  from  giving  from  proper  mo¬ 
tives. 

Speaking  Without  Thinking 

There  is  no  other  place  in  life  where  it  is 
more  important  to  think  before  we  speak  than 
in  our  relation  to  God  and  the  church.  Our  les¬ 
son  text  urges  us  to  “Be  not  rash  with  thy  mouth, 
and  let  not  thine  heart  be  hasty  to  utter  any 
thing  before  God.” 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  people  say,  "I 
spoke  before  I  thought.”  That  is  to  say  they 
spoke  without  giving  proper  consideration  to 
what  they  were  saying.  All  of  our  speaking  to 
God  is  in  prayer  of  some  form.  Any  prayer  we 
pray  to  God  should  be  thoughtful,  earnest  and 
sincere.  Anything  else  is  an  affront  to  God. 

Sometimes  we  make  our  prayers  in  such  an 
indifferent,  casual,  matter-of-fact  manner  that 
our  prayers  do  not  impress  those  who  hear  us 
with  the  fact  that  we  are  really  talking  to  God. 
Such  prayers,  of  course,  affect  God  even  less. 
No  one  of  us  would  approach  the  President  of 
the  United  States  or  even  the  Governor  of  a  state 
with  a  petition  stated  in  a  careless,  unimpressive 
manner.  How  much  more  important  it  is  that 
we  approach  God  with  earnestness,  sincerity 
and  with  well-formed,  well-considered  state¬ 
ments  of  what  we  want. 

Honor  Vows  Made  To  God 

In  preparing  laws  that  govern  us,  provision 
is  often  made  for  increased  fines  or  longer  prison 
sentences  or  both  for  a  second  offense.  The  laws 
of  the  world  are  largely  fixed  on  the  sense  of 
justice  which  we  find  pictured  in  the  Bible.  Is 
it  true  then  that  a  second  offense,  in  breaking 
God’s  law,  is  deserving  of  a  larger  punishment? 

Whether  that  be  true  or  not,  we  must  all  be 
agreed  that  vows  to  God  are  more  sacred  and 
carry  more  responsibility  for  the  individual  than 
vows  of  any  other  character.  Sometimes  in  crises 
of  danger  or  sickness  we  make  extravagant 
vows  to  God  that  are  forgotten  when  the  crisis 
passes.  That  means,  of  course,  that  we  were 
not  really  sincere  when  the  vow  was  made 
which,  in  turn,  means  that  our  vows  were  value¬ 
less  in  God’s  sight.  About  the  only  real  result 
of  vows  lightly  made  and  quickly  broken  is  the 
blunting  and  stultification  of  our  own  conscience 
which  leaves  us  a  little  less  a  man  than  before. 

Honor,  trustworthiness,  reliability  and  re¬ 
spectability  are  all  involved  in  vows  we  make 
to  people  about  us.  When  these  vows  are  broken 
our  good  name  suffers.  Could  we  possibly  ex¬ 
pect  less  from  God,  if  we  treat  indifferently  vows 


made  to  Him?  Vows  of  church  membership  are, 
in  effect,  vows  to  God.  Man  makes  no  more 
sacred  vows  than  those  he  takes  when  he  volun¬ 
tarily  assumes  the  vows  of  baptism  and  church 
membership. 

Our  vows  usually  take  one  of  two  forms.  (1) 
By  our  vows  we  may  make  a  dedication  of 
ourselves  or  of  our  possessions  to  God.  (2)  By  our 
vows  we  may  promise  to  abstain  from  certain 
practices  which  we  feel  to  be  wrong.  No  man 
can  afford  to  trifle  either  with  himself  or  with 
God  in  making  such  vows. 

While  we  are  speaking  of  vows  to  God,  we 
should  remember  that  no  man  can  escape  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  God’s  sight  simply  by  refusing 
to  make  a  vow.  The  vows  we  make  are  just  a 
recognition  of  our  obligations  before  God.  The 
obligations  are  there,  however,  whether  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  them  by  our  vows  or  not. 

The  lesson  text  tells  us  that  “Better  is  it  that 
thou  shouldest  not  vow,  than  that  thou  shouldest 
vow  and  not  pay.”  It  is  quite  likely  that  the 
writer  here  has  in  mind  the  man  who  foolishly 
makes  a  vow  to  God  without  any  intention  of 
keeping  it,  as  if  in  making  such  a  vow  he  can 
fool  the  Almighty  for  the  time.  We  would  not 
feel  that  he  would  condemn  a  sincere  vow  that 
might  be  broken  later  in  a  time  of  weakness. 
Not  too  many  of  our  vows  are  kept  perfectly. 
However  sincere  vows  that  may  be  broken  find 
us  sorry  for  our  failure  and  find  us  also  anxious 
to  try  again  to  keep  the  vow  we  have  made. 

What  Should  Be  Our  Reaction  To  Injustice? 

The  writer  tells  us  not  to  be  surprised  at  the 
“Oppression  of  the  poor,  and  the  violent  per¬ 
verting  of  judgement  and  justice.”  Apparently 
the  writer  thinks  of  such  conduct  as  common 
and  to  be  expected.  His  advice  seems  to  be  just 
to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  is  over  all 
and  higher  than  all. 

While  oppression  and  injustice  may  be  so 
common  in  life  that  we  should  not  be  surprised 
when  we  see  it,  we  would  feel  that  it  is  our  re¬ 
sponsibility,  in  the  presence  of  oppression  and 
injustice,  to  do  something  about  it,  if  possible 
and  depend  on  the  help  of  the  Lord  in  what  we 
do. 

Greed  Never  Barings  Satisfaction 

We  are  told  in  our  lesson  text  that,  He  that 
loveth  silver  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  silver; 
nor  he  that  loveth  abundance  with  increase. 
There  are  some  truths  revealed  in  the  Bible  that 
we  would  never  discover  but  for  their  revela¬ 
tion  in  God’s  word.  The  fact  that  greed  never 
brings  satisfaction  is  a  fact  so  common  in  life 
that  we  would  have  discovered  it  even  if  it  were 
not  plainly  taught  in  the  Bible. 

Greed  is  a  type  of  hunger  that  grows  more 
intense  with  the  things  it  feeds  on.  A  preacher 
friend  of  ours  was  visiting  in  a  home  into  which 
had  just  been  born  the  tenth  baby.  Just  to  make 
conversation  he  said  to  the  father,  “Which  would 
you  be  the  best  satisfied  with  now,  another  baby 
or  a  million  dollars?”  The  man’s  reply  was, 
“I  guess  I  would  be  better  satisfied  with  another 
baby.  If  I  should  suddenly  find  myself  with  a 
million  dollars,  I  am  sure  that  I  would  want 
more.”  He  felt  quite  sure  that  he  would  not 
want  another  baby,  if  the  eleventh  came. 

We  are  not  satisfied  with  silver  or  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  things  of  any  character.  The  human 
soul,  made  for  fellowship  with  God,  cannot  be 
fully  satisfied  with  mere  things. 

When  We  Are  Alone  With  God 

The  writer  tells  us  that  the  sleep  of  the  satis¬ 
fied  laboring  man  is  sweet,  but  the  "Abundance 
of  the  rich  will  not  suffer  him  to  sleep.”  This 
statement  about  the  rich  would  not  apply  to  men 
of  wealth  whose  wealth  has  been  honestly  ac¬ 
quired  and  religiously  used. 

Nevertheless,  the  writer  is  saying  that,  when 
the  lights  are  turned  off  and  we  are  alone  with 
God,  trying  to  find  rest  in  sleep,  it  is  not  the 
possession  of  things  per  se  that  brings  restful 
sleep.  A  clear  conscience  is  one  of  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  sedatives  available  for  producing  restful, 
healthful  sleep. 

"Godliness  With  Contentment  Is  Great  Gain" 

It  was  Paul  in  I  Timothy  6:6  who  said,  “But 
godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain.”  The 
writer  of  Ecclesiastes  is  saying  something  of  this 
order  in  the  closing  verses  of  our  lesson  text.  He 
is  telling  us  that  we  should  enjoy  the  material 
blessings  we  have  from  the  hand  of  God  and 
recognize  that,  “This  is  the  gift  of  God.” 
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REV.  M.  C.  YATES  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
was  the  guest  evangelist  in  revival  services 
at  the  Stone  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
recently.  Rev.  Isaac  Patton  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  C.  J.  ROUSSEAUX  of  Waveland,  Miss¬ 
issippi,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Algiers 
Methodist  Church  Sunday  morning,  July  19,  at 
both  the  8:30  and  the  11:00  a.m.  services.  Rev. 
John  T.  Redmon,  pastor,  was  on  vacation. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  was  the  guest  evangelist  in 
a  series  of  revival  services  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Homer,  June  22-28.  A  men’s  prayer 
breakfast  was  observed  each  morning  at  7:00 
o’clock.  Rev.  William  Fraser  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  FRANK  STAGG,  professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  Greek  at  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  was  the  guest  preacher 
in  services  July  19  at  the  Elysian  Fields  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  G.  W.  POMEROY,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  was  the  guest  evangelist 
in  a  week  of  revival  services  at  the  Marion 
Methodist  Church.  Services  were  held  daily  July 
20-26.  Rev.  Ladell  J.  Futch  is  pastor  of  the 
churdh. 

REV.  LOUIS  HOFFPAUIR,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Crowley,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  June  meeting  of  the  New  Iberia 
Rotary  Club.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffpauir  outlined 
the  functions  of  conferences  within  the  church’s 
framework.  He  is  a  former  pastor  of  the  New 
Iberia  Methodist  Church. 

REV.  ROBERT  S.  BEASLEY,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Leola,  Arkansas,  was 
the  evangelist  in  a  series  of  services  in  the 
Talisheek  Methodist  Church  from  July  12 
through  July  17.  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers  is  pastor 
of  the  Pearl  River  Charge  on  which  the  Tali¬ 
sheek,  Louisiana  Church  is  located. 

EV.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church,  was  guest 
preacher  for  the  Sunday  morning  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
July  19,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  who  was  on  vacation.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bow- 
don  is  a  former  associate  minister  of  the  Lake 
Charles  church. 

REV.  OAKLEY  LEE,  pastor  of  the  Maplewood 
and  Hackberry  Methodist  Churches,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  evening  worship  service 
of  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
on  Sunday,  July  19.  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid, 
pastor  of  the  church,  was  speaker  for  the  Youth 
Activities  Week  for  the  Methodist  Churches  of 
Sulphur  and  Maplewood. 


REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE  of  Jena,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Opelousas,  July  12  and  July  19  in  the 
absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Boddie  was  pastor  of  the  Opelousas 
church  from  1925  until  1929.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Walton  were  on  vacation  in  California. 

REV.  JAMES  E.  CHRISTIE,  pastor  of  Elysian 
Fields  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Portland,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday,  July  19.  Mrs. 
Christie  is  the  daughter  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  H. 
Sanders.  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  District,  preached  at  the 
Elysian  Fields  Church  on  this  Sunday. 

HARRY  REAGAN  was  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Louisiana  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas  at  the 
group’s  monthly  meeting  in  June.  Other  officers 
elected  were  Freddie  Dupuis,  vice-president; 
John  Green,  secretary;  and  Otho  Clements, 
treasurer.  They  were  installed  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  R.  E.  Walton. 

REV.  DALTON  R.  BURCH,  JR.,  assistant  min¬ 
ister  of  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  was  minister  of  the  week 
at  the  Church  House  of  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Burch 
spoke  on  the  theme  “The  Profile  of  Emotional 
Maturity,”  in  services  from  12:10  to  12:20  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday,  June  29- July  3. 

BRUCE  LOVELACE  was  re-elected  chairman 
of  the  Official  Board  of  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Plaquemine.  Serving  with  Mr.  Love¬ 
lace  for  the  1959-60  conference  year  will  be:  W. 
R.  Perry,  vice-chairman;  Mrs.  Norris  Kurio,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  Mrs.  Arthur  Bezette,  treasurer 
and  financial  secretary;  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Sloan, 
church  reporter.  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Reid  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN,  JR.,  associate 
pastor  of  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  is  the  guest  evangelist  in 
Youth  Activity  Week,  which  will  be  combined 
with  a  Youth  Revival  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Minden,  July  27-31.  Intermediates, 
Senior  Hi,  and  Older  Youth  Department  mem¬ 
bers  are  participating.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is 
pastor. 

REV.  EDWIN  J.  BARKSDALE,  pastor  of  the 
Parker  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  will 
be  the  evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services 
in  the  Pearl  River  Methodist  Church  August  2 
through  August  7,  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
K.  K.  Carrithers.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Barksdale  will 
speak  to  the  youth  of  the  church  at  6:30  each 
evening.  Then  the  youth  will  form  a  choir  for 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Interboard 
Council  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  will 
meet  the  second  day  of  Pastors’  School, 
Tuesday,  August  11,  at  1:30  p.m.  in  room 
2,  Basement  of  the  Science  Building,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  according  to  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  chairman. 

In  order  to  have  material  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  calendar,  Dr.  Sloane  has  asked  that 
the  full  listing  of  1959-60  dates  set  by  each 
Board  or  Commission  be  sent  him. 


the  evening  service  at  7:30.  Mr.  Barksdale  is  in 
his  fifth  year  at  the  Parker  Church. 

R.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  the  evangelist  in 
the  annual  revival  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Arcadia  the  week  of  July  5.  Services 
were  held  twice  daily  at  7:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
Music  for  the  services  was  led  by  Don  Tyler, 
senior  music  student  of  Centenary  College,  who 
is  directing  youth  and  music  activities  for  the 
summer.  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

EV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Pearl  River  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  July  26.  He  also  preached 
at  the  Talisheek  Church,  which  is  on  the  Pearl 
River  Charge,  at  9:45  a.m.  William  R.  Stoltz, 
Jr.,  a  Methodist  youth  from  the  Pearl  River 
Church  preached  at  the  evening  service.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  was  attending  the 
National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Wichita,  Kansas. 

OFFICERS,  teachers,  assistant  teachers,  coun¬ 
selors,  and  other  workers  of  the  Church 
School  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia, 
were  honored  at  a  Fish  Fry  Saturday  night,  June 
25,  at  the  city  park.  The  Men’s  Club  of  the  church 
sponsored  the  fish  supper.  Each  year  the  church 
pays  tribute  to  the  workers  for  outstanding 
services  rendered  to  the  church  for  Christian 
Education.  Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  who  began  their  term  the  night  of 
the  picnic  are:  Jim  Gary,  president;  Andy  And¬ 
rus,  vice-president  and  Johnny  Trotter,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

WIGHT  C.  SPATES,  Calcasieu  Parish  school 
board  president,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
dinner  meeting  of  the  West  Calcasieu  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  July  meeting.  The  West  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  were  host  for  the  quarterly  meeting, 
which  about  40  members  attended.  Churches 
represented  were  DeQuincy,  Vinton,  Sulphur, 
Maplewood  and  West  Lake.  Three  new  ministers 
present  for  the  first  time  were  Rev.  Hubert 
Gibbs  of  DeQuincy;  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  of  Maple¬ 
wood;  and  Rev.  Garland  Dean  of  Vinton.  The 
dinner  was  prepared  and  served  by  Mrs.  Rex 
Squyres,  Mrs.  Bill  Davis  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch. 
Rev.  Rex  Squyres  was  the  host  pastor. 

FFICERS  for  the  Men’s  Club  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Minden,  are  as  follows:  Con¬ 
nie  Cook,  president;  Lloyd  Braswell,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Harry  Mclnnis,  treasurer;  Billy  McCowen, 
secretary;  Richard  Hoover,  special  projects 
chairman;  W.  R.  Inabett,  annual  church  picnic 
chairman;  Chris  Temple,  Christmas  party  chair¬ 
man;  Cecil  Lowe  and  Dan  Stewart,  III,  telephone 
committee;  H.  L.  Bridges,  Jr.,  program  chair¬ 
man;  Jack  Batton,  membership  and  attendance; 
Mitchell  Jones,  publicity;  Leland  Mims,  Earl 
Cook  and  Ed  Berry,  song  leaders;  and  Robert 
Grambling,  special  music.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Mer¬ 
rill  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SPECIAL  Worship  Service  was  held  by  and 
for  Teen-Agers  of  the  Lutcher  and  LaPlace 
Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday,  July  12.  Miss 
Sharon  Womax  was  in  charge  of  the  service.  The 
morning  prayer  was  offered  by  Miss  Fay  Pink- 
ard,  daughter  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard. 
Miss  Joan  Ursin  Smith,  Miss  Cheryl  Lawless  and 
Miss  Dianne  Cambre  served  as  ushers  and  stew¬ 
ards.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Miss  Billie 
Jean  Wallace,  16,  of  Arab,  Alabama.  Miss  Wal¬ 
lace  is  a  licensed  Methodist  Preacher  of  the 
Abertville  District  in  the  North  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference.  She  has  been  preaching  for  over  a  year 
in  various  churches  in  her  home  state.  The  serv¬ 
ice  was  held  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  LaPlace  church 
and  at  11:00  at  Lutcher. 
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Changes  Which 
Time  Brought 


At  their  first  meeting  of  the  new  year,  the  District  Stewards  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District  voted  unanimously  to  send  their  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  on  a  two  months  tour  of  Europe,  Middle  East, 
Russia  and  India.  Shown  above  is  C.  E.  Kingery,  District  Treasurer,  present¬ 
ing  Rev.  Mr.  Nader  with  a  check  to  cover  expenses.  Pinpointed  on  the  map 
in  the  background  are  the  following  cities  he  will  visit. 

Brussels,  Copenhagen  where  he  will  attend  the  church  of  Sorem  Kierke¬ 
gaard,  then  to  Russia  and  the  following  cities;  Moscow,  Zarogsk,  Stalingrad, 
Rostov,  Sochie,  Yalta,  Kharkov,  Kiev  and  Linengrad.  Rev.  Martin  Neimoller 
will  be  the  resource  leader  while  on  this  portion  of  the  tour. 

Next  will  come  the  cities  of  Berlin,  Geneva,  Milan,  Rome  and  Bierut, 
Lebanon  where  he  is  to  spend  a  week  with  his  father  who  is  a  Greek 
Orthodox  Priest  and  whom  he  has  seen  only  once  since  infancy,  having  left 
Lebanon  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  Because  of  immigration  restrictions, 
the  family  has  not  been  reunited.  He  will,  also,  visit  his  brother,  who,  like  his 
father,  is  a  priest  in  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church. 

•  The  Holy  Land,  Egypt,  India-including  Bombay,  Delhi,  Benares  and 
Agra,  will  conclude  the  tour  before  returning  home  via  London. 

This  conducted  tour  is  a  portion  of  a  concerted  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Methodist  Church  to  make  person  to  person  contacts  with  people  of 
other  lands  in  order  to  better  understand  them  and  their  customs,  in  hopes 
it  will  make  for  a  better  understanding  in  National  and  Inter-National 
relations  and  the  cause  of  World  Peace. 


A  Working  Visitor 
At  A  Fish  Fry 

By  S-Sgt.  Clarence  J.  Bizet 

Preachers  and  committeemen  and 
ladies,  search  your  ideas  book;  re¬ 
flect  back  through  the  years  for  an 
experience  or  a  situation  that  tops 
the  one  that  Rev.  T.  W.  Perrott 
finds  himself. 

He’s  situated  in  an  area  where 
he  can  sit  back  and  let  nature  take 
its  course  when  it  comes  to  getting 
new  members  and  letting  the 
neighboring  denominations  learn 
what  Methodist  “fellowship”  means. 

Like  the  proverb,  the  way  to  a 
new  member’s  heart  is  through  his 
stomach.  And  believe  you  me  that 
media  also  serves  to  keep  his  pa¬ 
rishioners  in  the  fold. 

Mr.  Perrott  has  churches  in  Lot¬ 
tie  and  Rosedale,  La.  Both  are  right 
in  the  heart  of  the  fishing  country. 
A  members-get-together,  naturally, 
is  a  fish  fry.  A  few  afternoons  of 
fishing  by  the  members  and  a  word 
or  two  to  their  commercial  fishing 
friends  bring  many  pounds  of  cat¬ 
fish  and  delicious  game  fish.  In 
the  midst  of  these  fishermen  is  the 


Reverend  himself. 

The  Padre  of  the  Catfish  Trail 
has  only  to  tell  his  members 
“tell’em  come  eat  fish.”  Committee 
meetings  are  few  and  to  be  sure 
there’s  enough  for  the  entire  coun¬ 
tryside.  Here  it  is  not  bad  man¬ 
ners  to  take  some  food  home;  it  is 
a  must;  and  more  so,  it  is  a  must  to 
remember  those  who  couldn’t  come 
— they,  too,  get  some  fish. 

Is  there  a  stranger  to  visit  Rev. 
Mr.  Perrott’s  churches?  Very  few; 
that’s  because  most  visitors  are 
relatives  of  a  member  and  more 
than  likely  those  relatives  were 
born  and  reared  in  the  area  but 
migrated  to  far  off  points.  Yet  they 
remember  the  old  friends  and  are 
soon  able  to  spot  what  family  the 
younger  generation  belongs. 

To  prove  that  strangers  hardly 
visit;  take  my  case,  I  have  been  in 
many  Methodist  areas,  but  none 
where  the  official  board  members, 
the  evangelism  committee  or  the 
members  dare  put  a  prospective 
member  to  work  at  his  first  family 
supper.  I  was  volunteered  by  my 
cousin,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Fisher;  as  word 
got  around  as  to  who  I  was,  I  soon 
became  “that  fellow  born  and  rais¬ 
ed  around  here.’’  I  fileted  the  cat¬ 
fish. 


By  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey 
Superintendent,  N.O.  Dist. 

A  generation  ago,  it  was  difficult 
to  get  Methodist  preachers  to  move 
to  New  Orleans.  The  churches  were 
small,  salaries  were  low,  the  climate 
was  hot,  living  conditions  were  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  the  parsonages  were  be¬ 
low  par. 

Today,  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  this  is  no  longer  true.  Method¬ 
ist  preachers  are  willing  to  move  to 
New  Orleans,  and  reluctant  to  leave 
the  city. 

The  churches  have  grown.  Now, 
we  have  over  15,000  Methodist 
Church  members  in  the  district. 

Air  conditioning,  in  the  churches 
and  homes,  has  relieved  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  the  hot,  humid  climate. 

The  salary  situation  has  improved, 
along  with  the  growth  in  member¬ 
ship.  The  city  offers  many  attrac¬ 
tive  cultural  and  recreational  facili¬ 
ties. 

But,  one  of  the  most  significant 
improvements  is  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  attractive,  comfortable  par¬ 
sonages.  If  the  preacher’s  family  is 
happily  and  comfortably  housed,  he 
is  freer  to  devote  his  attention  to 
his  work. 

The  New  Orleans  District  today 
is  blessed  with  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  modern,  comfortable,  attrac¬ 
tive  parsonages.  Many  of  these  were 
bought  or  built,  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  six  year  term  of  Dr.  Virgil  D. 
Morris,  as  District  Superintendent. 

I  want  to  mention  some  parson¬ 
age  developments  of  recent  months. 

The  Locombe  Church,  with  only 
91  members,  has  built  one  of  the 
most  attractive  parsonages  for  a 
church  of  its  size,  in  the  Conference. 
It  is  a  3  bedroom,  two  bath  brick 
home,  with  a  large  living-dining 
room,  and  a  double  garage,  built  on 
a  beautiful  site,  two  blocks  from 
the  Church,  in  the  pine  forests.  Rev. 
N.  D.  Pearce  is  the  pastor. 

In  Aurora  Gardens,  the  newest 
church  in  the  District,  a  beautiful 
home  has  been  purchased,  on  Som¬ 
erset  Drive,  four  blocks  from  the 
church  site.  It  also  has  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  baths,  a  large  living 
room,  and  a  spacious  den,  opening 
off  the  living  room.  It  is  built  of 
brick  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
Rev.  Ken  Jacocks  is  the  pastor. 

A  parsonage  for  the  Director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation,  has  been 
completed,  in  Air  Line  Park,  near 
the  new  St.  Matthews’  Church.  It 
is  on  an  ample  lot,  near  the  public 
school.  The  home  is  also  of  brick, 
with  three  bedrooms  and  two  baths. 
This  home  will  make  it  easier  to 
secure  capable  directors  for  the 
Wesley  Foundation  in  the  future. 
Rev.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  Jr.  is 
the  popular  Director.  His  family  is 
moving  into  the  new  parsonage  this 
week. 

The  Gretna  Church  welcomed  its 
new  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker, 
a  transfer  from  New  Mexico,  by 
agreeing  to  sell  the  old  parsonage 
and  build  a  new  one,  in  one  of  the 
new  sub-divisions.  A  member  of 
the  Church  has  agreed  to  build  the 
home,  on  a  cost  basis.  It  will  have 
all  the  features  of  these  other  homes, 
with  the  addition  of  air  condition¬ 
ing. 

The  Gentilly  Church  had  made 
plans,  before  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  sell  its  old  parsonage,  near 
the  Church,  and  buy  or  build  a  new 
one.  The  decision  has  since  been 


Shreveport  Laymen 
Given  Recognition 

Tom  Jacobs  and  Paul  Waddell,  ac¬ 
tive  laymen  of  the  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La., 
were  given  public  recognition  by  the 
Shreveport  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department  of  the  city  of  Shreve¬ 
port  for  their  outstanding  and  suc¬ 
cessful  coaching  of  youth  in  base¬ 
ball,  football  and  basketball  in  the 
recreation  program. 

Tom  Jacobs  has  coached  Summer 
baseball  for  ten  years  and  football 
for  seven  years.  As  “Coach  of  the 
Year”  for  1956,  Jacobs  continues 
with  his  winning  teams,  winning 
four  league  titles  in  Junior  base¬ 
ball,  five  in  speedball  and  one  in 
football.  Jacobs  enthusiastically 
describes  athletic  activities  as  “One 
of  the  best  things  that  can  be  done 
for  boys  who  do  not  work.”  He 
states  that  the  rewarding  feature  of 
coaching  is  to  see  boys,  now  grown 
men,  entering  the  field  of  coaching 
and  leadership  in  their  communi¬ 
ties.  Active  in  Methodist  Men,  Men’s 
pible  Class,  Fisherman’s  Club  and 
Official  Board  of  his  Church,  Jac¬ 
obs  emphasizes  in  his  coaching  the 
spirit  of  Church  participation  by  all 
his  players. 

Paul  Waddell  has  coached  base¬ 
ball  teams  in  the  city  recreation  pro¬ 
gram  for  more  than  five  years,  and 
basketball  in  the  Church  Athletic 
League  for  many  years,  the  latter 
program  including  boys  and  girls. 
Waddell’s  leadership  and  coaching 
in  both  these  activities  has  been 
one  of  the  contributing  factors  to¬ 
ward  the  success  of  SPAR  as  a  com¬ 
munity  activity  and  the  Church 
Leagues  in  promoting  closer  Church 
participation  by  players.  Waddell’s 
basketball  players  have  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  The  Inter-Church  Athletic 
League  and  by  The  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church  for  their  many 
successes  as  winners  in  league  play¬ 
offs  and  also  for  their  excellent  rec¬ 
ord  as  sportsmen  and  Church  School 
attendants. 

Waddell  is  a  member  of  his 
Church  Official  Board,  Methodist 
Men,  Men’s  Bible  Class  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Steward  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict. 


made  to  buy  an  attractive  lot  on  the 
corner  of  Spain  and  Carnot,  8  blocks 
from  the  church,  in  a  prestige 
neighborhood,  and  to  build  a  home 
in  keeping  with  the  trends  of  mod¬ 
ern  housing.  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 
is  the  pastor.  The  old  home  will  sell 
for  $20,000  or  so,  and  the  entire  cost 
of  the  new  parsonage  will  be  around 
$32,000.  It  will  be  one  of  our  best. 

One  of  the  smaller  churches,  St. 
Claude  Heights,  below  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Canal,  has  decided  to  buy  a 
three  bedroom  brick  home,  about 
four  blocks  from  the  Church.  The 
transaction  is  in  process  of  comple¬ 
tion,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  James 
McLean,  should  move  into  the  home, 
by  September  1st. 

Some  of  these  parsonage  projects 
have  been  entirely  supported  by 
the  local  Church.  Others  have  only 
been  possible  by  the  active  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Orleans  District 
Board  of  Missions,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Missions,  and 
the  General  Board  of  Missions. 

It  is  an  interesting  experience  to 
preside  over  a  District  that  is  doing 
so  many  things,  so  well.  That  is  the 
New  Orleans  District. 


JULY  30,  1959 


Page  Nine 


YOUTH  PAGE — News,  -  Promotion  -  Devotion 


Monticello  Dist. 
Retreat  Is  Held 

The  Monticello  District  Retreat 
began  at  5  o’clock  Thursday,  June 
25th  at  Camp  Keener. 

The  evening’s  activities  began 
with  a  sack  lunch.  A  district  busi¬ 
ness  meeting,  with  s  e  v  e  n  t  y-five 
Methodist  Youth  attending,  was 
presided  over  by  Ronnie  McCaskill, 
District  Vice-President,  during  the 
absence  of  Maribeth  Prewitt,  Dis¬ 
trict  President.  An  inspirational 
speech  by  Darrell  Smith  highlighted 
the  evening.  Registration  for  the  re¬ 
treat  and  various  games  concluded 
the  day. 

Among  the  thirty-three  campers, 
that  remained  during  the  week-end, 
were  three  of  the  Little  Rock  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Officers,  Pat  Cly- 
burn,  Bob  Moore,  and  Bert  Botter, 
the  Annual  Conference  Director  of 
Youth  Work,  Irene  Thornton,  and 
the  1957-58  Conference  President, 
Darrell  Smith. 

During  the  week-end  the  eight 
emphasis  specified,  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council,  were  discussed  thor¬ 
oughly.  Bert  Botter,  Bob  Moore,  and 
Pat  Clyburn  lead  discussion  groups 
on  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
MYF  Officers.  Maribeth  Prewitt, 
who  returned  Saturday  morning  in 
order  to  participate  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  activities,  and  Rev.  Ashcraft, 
District  Youth  Director,  assisted  the 
Conference  Officers  in  their  dis¬ 
cussions. 

Maribeth  Prewitt  and  Ronnie  Mc¬ 
Caskill,  District  President  and  Vice- 
President,  presented  very  profitable 
talks.  Judy  Tillery,  District  Leader 
of  Christian  Fellowship,  gave  her 
speech  which  she  entered  in  the  Al¬ 
cohol  Essay  Temperance  Contest. 
Saturday  morning  Rev.  Ashcraft 
presented  the  materials  that  should 
be  used  with  different  MYF  groups. 
A  Leadership  Training  Session  for 
adults  was  held  Saturday  morning. 

Free  time  throughout  the  retreat 
was  enjoyed  by  the  campers  through 
a  variety  of  games  and  folk  dances. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Bushwood 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship’s  Antioch-Pacesetters  held 
their  last  monthly  meeting  at 
Brushwood  Methodist  Church  on 
June  29,  1959. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was 
to  install  the  new  officers.  They 
are:  president,  Cookie  Shaffer; 
vice-president,  Johnny  Brewer; 
corresponding  secretary,  Janice 
Marler;  recording  secretary,  Kaye 
U  s  s  e  r  y;  treasurer,  Carolyn  Man- 
chief;  and  publicity  chairman,  Ka¬ 
ron  Orr. 

After  the  business  and  installa¬ 
tion,  everyone  was  served  refresh¬ 
ments  and  each  took  part  in  the 
recreation. 


Camden 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  New  Methodist  Church,  Cam¬ 
den,  Ark.,  is  now  under  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  first  meeting  the  group 
wrote  letters  to  God  which  will  be 
mailed  back  to  each  person  a  year 
from  the  date  written.  Each  youth 
made  promises  and  resolutions  con¬ 
cerning  their  giving  themselves  in 


service  to  helping  build  a  new 
church.  The  next  meeting  the  youth 
discussed  the  twelve  disciples  hav¬ 
ing  pictures  of  the  twelve  they  de¬ 
scribed  their  personalities,  whether 
they  felt  they  would  be  on  the  local 
football  team  at  one  time  in  life, 
etc.  The  group  elected  their  officers 
for  the  coming  year  and  they  are: 
resident:  Barbara  Campbell,  Vice 
resident:  Ronnie  Calaway,  Sec.  and 
Treas.  Jean  Carolyn  Calaway  and 
Program  Committee:  Ronnie  Cala¬ 
way,  Dan  Stott  and  Cheri  Davis. 
(Counselors  for  the  group  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Ledbetter.  The 
group  rented  the  local  swimming 
pool  for  the  morning  Thursday  and 
-brought  picnic  lunches  and  ate  lunch 
in  the  park.  The  worship  will  be 
lead  by  the  new  president,  Barbara 
Campbell.  The  big  event  of  the 
summer  is  the  seven  mile  bicycle 
ride  to  a  cabin  on  the  river  where 
they  will  spend  the  night,  plan  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  summer  and  ride  the 
bicycle  home.  Rev.  Howard  Childs 
is  pastor  of  the  New  Church. 


Lacassine 

Beverly  Sharp,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Lucille  Sharp,  was  recently  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Lacassine,  La.,  High 
School  where  she  was  active  in  the 
various  school  activities. 

She  received  the  DAR  Good  Citi¬ 
zenship  Award,  and  was  recognized 
as  an  outstanding  4-H  Club  mem¬ 
ber,  receiving  many  awards  in  her 
project  work. 

Beverly  is  a  regular  attendant  at 
Church  and  Sunday  school  at  the 
Iowa,  La.  Methodist  Church.  She 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
MYF  ever  since  she  has  been  old 
enough,  and  will  continue  her  work 
in  that  organization. 

Beverly  began  a  course  in  secre¬ 
tarial  science  on  June  8,  in  the  Vo¬ 
cational  Technical  School  at  Jen¬ 
nings,  Louisiana. 


Antioch 

On  the  Sunday  night  of  July  12, 
the  Antioch  M.Y.F.  elected  their 
officers  for  the  insuing  term.  Those 
elected  were:  President  —  Sondra 
McEuen;  Vice  President  —  Jimmy 
Wisdom;  Secretary — Dianna  King¬ 
ston;  Treasurer — Linda  Hefner;  Re¬ 
porter — Patsy  Liles. 

Those  selected  as  adult  counselors 
are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Hefner  and 
Assistants,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Pruitt. 


Welsh 

The  M.Y.F.  and  the  W.S.C.S.  hon¬ 
ored  the  Methodist  Seniors  of  Welsh, 
jLa.  High  School  with  a  special  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  Church  with  Rev.  Jim¬ 
my  Donaldson  as  guest  speaker. 
Afterwards  there  was  a  reception  at 
the  parsonage.  The  Seniors  honored 
were  Barbara  Watkins,  Wanda  Gil- 
lett,  Ruth  Finley,  Linda  Finley,  Ann 
McClure,  Carline  McCowji,  Buddy 
Anderson,  Claude  Davis.  Special 
Guests  also  were  several  .seniors 
from  the  Jennings  Church.  Randy 
Ewalt,  Ted  Hebert,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Horne  and  Ann  Beard. 

Mrs.  Miron  Fenton  who  has  been 
the  M.Y.F.  Counselor  for  five  years 
has  resigned  and  Mrs.  L.  J.  Doan  is 
taking  her  place.  Mrs.  Fenton  has 
done  a  very  wonderful  work  and  the 
entire  Church  deeply  appreciates 
her  loyalty  and  consecration  to  her 
task  and  her  interest  in  young  peo¬ 
ple.  As  a  token  of  appreciation  the 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


How  Long  Is  Your  Neck? 

Recently  the  British  Author,  Al- 
dous  Huxley  received  an  award 
from  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Letters  for  “having  done 
the  best  work  of  our  time  in — the 
novel  of  ideas.”  In  his  acceptance 
speech  he  modestly  disclaimed  gen¬ 
ius  and  made  reference  to  an  obser¬ 
vation  by  short-necked  Honore’  de 
Balzac  that  most  men  of  genius  have 
short  necks.  Tall,  lanky  Novelist 
/Huxley  has  been  endowed  with  a 
long  neck.  Making  due  note  of  this 
characteristic  of  his  anatomy,  he 
asserted,  “Genius  after  all,  is  an 
alliance  of  head  and  heart,  and  the 
shorter  the  neck,  the  closer  the  al¬ 
liance.” 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  not 
been  my  privilege  to  know  many 
geniuses  in  my  time.  And  those  I 
have  known  have  not  been  exam¬ 
ined  by  me  as  to  the  length  of  neck. 
So,  I  cannot  testify  as  to  their  lack 
of  giraffe-like  qualities.  But  obvi¬ 
ously  for  Balzac,  if  you  look  like  a 
giraffe,  a  goose,  or  an  ostrich,  don’t 
go  looking  for  genius  qualities! 

Still,  I  mention  this  here  because 
Huxley  says  something  that  has  re¬ 
ligious  implications  —  though  he 
might  disvow  them.  When  he  talks 
about  the  alliance  of  head  and  heart 
he  is  on  sound  Methodist  ground. 
John  Wesley  insisted  on  combining 
intellectual  respectability  with  vital 
heart  piety.  If  your  religion  wasn’t 
both  rational  and  heart-warming,  it 
didn’t  suit  the  founder  of  Method¬ 
ism.  His  was  a  religion  of  the  ra¬ 
tional  mind  and  the  warmed  heart. 
Such  an  alliance,  one  might  say,  is 
the  genius  of  vital  religion. 

To  the  youth  who  is  still  in  the 
process  of  “finding  himself”  reli¬ 
giously,  there  come  three  basic  po¬ 
sitions  of  religious  interpretation. 
On  the  one  hand,  there  are  persons 
and  groups  who  emphasize  the 
heart-experience  in  religion  as  be¬ 
ing  the  sole  factor  in  establishing  a 
personally  vital  religion  in  a  human 
life.  The  total  thrust  is  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  religious  experience,  with 
no  reference  to  matters  of  reason. 
Religious  experience,  for  this  group, 
is  of  the  heart  and  not  of  the  mind. 

The  other  extreme,  is  the  school 
of  religious  interpretation  which 


M.Y.F.  presented  her  with  a  lovely 
silver  tray  and  the  mothers  pre¬ 
sented  her  with  a  potted  plant. 

Mrs.  Doan  is  an  able  and  conse¬ 
crated  Church  worker  and  will  do 
a  fine  job  with  her  new  work.  She, 
too,  has  an  unusual  ability  to  in¬ 
terest  young  people  and  they  all 
love  her  and  are  looking  forward 
to  her  leadership. 


Baker 

The  Blackwater  Methodist  Church, 
Baker,  La.,  Senior  MYF  has  just 
completed  a  six  month  period  of  em¬ 
phasis  on  attendance.  For  an  out¬ 
standing  record  of  attendance  at  the 
MYF  and  church  services,  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  MYF  outside  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  church,  and  activity  in  local 
projects  during  this  period  the  fol¬ 
lowing  young  people  were  recently 
awarded  pins  signifying  their  faith¬ 
fulness  to  the  MYF:  Miss  Nancy 
Morgan,  Miss  Sharon  Watts,  and 
Gordon  Talk. 


holds  that  one  needs  only  the  mind 
for  vital  religion.  The  rational  con¬ 
tent  of  religious  faith  is  the  only 
defensible  one.  Heart-felt  faith  may 
have  emotional  warmth,  but  you 
cannot  use  experience  as  the  basis 
for  religious  reality.  Religious 
truth  must  be  understood  by  the 
mind  alone  and  needs  only  be  ra¬ 
tionally  respectable. 

However,  there  is  a  third  inter¬ 
pretation  which  links  the  religion 
of  reason  and  the  religion  of  experi¬ 
ence.  This  is  what  Wesley  believed 
and  tried  to  do — make  faith  heart¬ 
warming  but  also  rational.  He  com¬ 
bined  the  religion  of  mind  and  heart 
in  an  alliance  which,  for  this  writer, 
offers  the  best  interpretation  of  re¬ 
ligion  that  is  vital. 

Actually,  this  alliance  is  not  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  length  of  one’s  neck! 
Aren’t  you  long-necke#l  readers 
glad  about  that?  And  aren’t  you 
short-necked  readers  happy  you  are 
saved  from  undue  pride?  The  man 
of  faith  needs  only  the  warm  heart 
and  the  reasoning  mind  to  gain  a 
vital  religion.  How  close  is  your 
mind  and  heart? 


Youth  Meeting  Held 
At  Searcy  Church 

A  meeting  of  ministers,  laymen, 
and  young  people  was  held  in  First 
Church,  Searcy,  Tuesday,  June  23. 
Dr.  Paul  M.  Bumpers,  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  enlarged  Bates- 
ville  District,  presided.  Rev.  Gail 
Anderson  led  in  prayer  and  Dr. 
Bumpers  followed  with  a  fine  de¬ 
votional  message.  Rev.  H.  W.  Jinske 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  group. 
White  and  Cleburne  counties  with 
Cabot  and  Ward  from  Lonoke  were 
represented. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was 
to  discuss  sub-district  work  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
the  Lay  speaking  program.  Rev.  Al¬ 
vin  Murray  talked  briefly  relative 
to  the  MYF  sub-district  program 
and  Joe  Pierce,  lay  leader  in  the 
Searcy  area,  discussed  the  Laymen’s 
program  and  announced  the  Con¬ 
ference  Laymen’s  Retreat  to  be  held 
at  Petit  Jean  near  Morrilton  August 
22  and  23.  Rev.  Arnold  Simpson  an¬ 
nounced  dates  for  the  camp  pro¬ 
gram  at  Camp  Kaetzell. 

Two  important  motions  were 
made  and  passed.  Miss  Linda  Mc¬ 
Donald  moved  that  the  Nellie  Dyer 
and  Red-White  River  Sub-districts 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
remain  as  they  are.  Motion  carried. 
Joe  Pierce  moved  that  the  Laymen’s 
program  be  divided  into  three  areas 
— namely,  the  Searcy  area  with  Guy 
Epps  of  Judsonia  as  president;  the 
Heber  Springs  area  with  Ray  E. 
Shelby  of  Heber  Springs  as  presi¬ 
dent;  and  the  Beebe  area  with  V.  C. 
White  of  Beebe  as  president.  Mo¬ 
tion  carried.  Churches  needing  lay 
speakers  may  get  them  by  contact¬ 
ing  any  one  of  these  three  laymen. 

The  new  ministers  who  came  into 
the  area  were  presented  by  Dr. 
Bumpers.  The  entire  meeting  was 
marked  by  a  fine  spirit  and  much 
enthusiasm  was  manifested  by  each 
of  the  groups  —  the  ministers,  the 
laymen,  and  the  young  people. 
jBumpers  was  high  in  his  praise  of 
the  fine  cooperation  and  spirit  man¬ 
ifested  at  the  meeting.  Rev.  Maurice 
Lanier  dismissed  the  group  with 
prayer. 


Page  Ten 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Teachers  For  Louisiana  School  Announced 

THE  CHURCH'S  MISSION  AFRICA 

IN  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 


MISS  LOUISE  ROBINSON 

Miss  Louise  Robinson  spent  thir¬ 
ty  years  in  China  as  a  missionary 
in  education  work  at  the  Laura 
Haygood  Normal  School  in  Soochow 
and  at  the  McTyeire  School  in 
Shanghai.  In  1945  she  was  elected 
executive  secretary  for  China  in 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service,  later  taking  on  the  w  ,rk 
in  Southeast  Asia.  After  retiring 
in  1954,  she  joined  the  International 
Team  for  World  Understanding, 
sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Division 
in  1955  and,  with  three  team-mates 
from  Japan,  India,  and  South 
America,  traveled  thirty  thousand 
miles  in  all  sections  of  the  United 
States,  conducting  workshops  and 
putting  on  programs  to  further  un¬ 
derstanding  between  countries. 
Miss  Robinson  has  visited  the  work 
in  India,  Japan,  the  Philippines, 
Burma,  Malaya,  Sarawak  in  Bor¬ 
neo  and  Sumatra  of  the  Indonesian 
Republic. 


Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bell 

Mrs.  Bell  is  from  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  has  taught  in  several  con¬ 
ference  schools.  A  graduate  of 
Athens  College,  she  also  holds  a 
Speech  Diploma  from  Emerson  Col¬ 
lege  and  was  head  of  the  Speech 
Departments  at  Belhaven  and  Hunt¬ 
ington  Colleges.  As  a  member  of 
the  Woman’s  Division,  Mrs.  Bell 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Literature  as  well  as  in  other 
places  of  responsibility. 


Methodist  Church.  She  has  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  her  state, 
also  in  her  local  church  school  and 
in  various  Conference  assemblies, 
institutes,  and  schools  of  missions. 

Mrs.  Wedemeyer  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference.  She  helped 
to  develop  woman’s  work  in  her 
conference  as  Secretary  of  Promo¬ 
tion  and  President.  She  is  now 
compiling  a  history  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christain  Service  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference.  Her  name 
is  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in  Method¬ 
ism. 


MRS.  G.  W.  CHARLTON 

Mrs.  Charlton  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  writing  stories  and 
articles  in  the  religious  field  for 
the  church  school.  In  the  “A  Gift 
of  Turtles,”  the  primary  book  for 
our  mission  study  The  Church's 
Mission  in  Town  and  Country,  the 
author  provides  suggestions  for 
teachers  to  use  in  planning  and 
conducting  a  series  of  sessions  on 
this  theme  for  children.  Another 
juvenile,  “Landi  of  Terrebonne 
Bayou,”  will  be  published  by 
Broadman  Press  in  September  of 
1960.  It  also  has  a  South  Louisiana 
setting  but  is  for  older  children. 

Mrs.  Charlton  lives  in  Shreve¬ 
port  and  is  a  member  of  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church.  She 
teaches  an  adult  class,  also  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion.  She  is  certified  to  teach 
“Adult  Work  in  the  Church  School” 
and  has  taken  part  in  many  meet¬ 
ings  where  adult  work  is  discussed. 


Mrs.  Berry  B.  Wedemeyer 

Mrs.  Wedemeyer  was  born  and 
reared  in  South  Texas.  Her  par¬ 
ticular  interest  has  been  in  the 
realm  of  Christian  Education,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  many  courses  under  the 
General  Board  of  Education  of  the 


MRS.  BERRY  B.  WEDEMEYER 

JULY  30,  1959 


N.  Arkansas  Participates  In  Pilot  Study 


The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  is  participating  in  a  Pilot  Study 
as  recommended  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Social  Relations 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  in  New  York  City. 

The  purpose  of  the  Pilot  Study 
is  to  secure  data  from  across  the 
United  States  on  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  to  women  and  families  in 
church  and  community  with  special 
reference  to  employment  patterns. 
An  evaluation  of  the  data  will  help 
bring  about  a  better  understanding 
of  the  needs  and  interests  of  all  the 
age  groups  of  women  in  the  church. 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Committee  in  charge  of  the  Pilot 
Study  includes  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap 
of  Bentonville,  Mrs.  George  Meyer 
of  Russellville,  and  Mrs.  Hubert  E. 
Pearce  of  Paris.  Mrs.  Pearce,  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary  of  Promotion,  is 
Coordinator  for  the  Conference 
project  and  is  to  receive  all  ques¬ 
tionnaires  by  August  15. 

Questionnaires  have  been  mailed 
to  five  church  groups  in  each  of  the 


seven  Districts  of  the  Conference. 
These  Church  groups  represent  the 
following  types  of  communities: 
urban,  suburban,  industrial,  town, 
and  rural  area. 

Representative  churches  or  towns 
selected  for  a  local  Pilot  Study  are: 
Searcy,  Asbury  at  Batesville,  Heb- 
er  Springs,  Mt.  Home,  Bull  Shoals 
of  Batesville  District;  Gardner 
Memorial,  Wesley  at  Conway,  Mor- 
rilton,  Dardanelle  and  Damascus  of 
Conway  District;  Central  at  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Wesley  at  Springdale, 
Rogers,  Bentonville  and  St.  Paul  of 
the  Fayetteville  District;  Forrest 
City,  Rosewood  at  West  Memphis, 
Wynne,  Hughes  and  Vanndale  of 
Forrest  City  District;  First  Church 
in  Ft.  Smith,  City  Heights  in  Van 
Buren,  Clarksville,  Paris  and 
Scranton  of  the  Ft.  Smith  District; 
Blytheville,  St.  Paul’s  in  Jonesboro, 
Trumann,  Marked  Tree  and  Weiner 
in  Jonesboro  District;  First  Church 
in  Paragould,  Umstead  in  Newport, 
Pocahontas,  Walnut  Ridge  and  Wel¬ 
don  in  the  Paragould  District. 


JACKSONVILLE  STUDIES 
DELINQUENCY 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jacksonville,  sponsored  a 
program  on  Delinquency  on  the 
evening  of  July  13. 

All  parents  and  teen  agers  were 
invited,  and  a  crowd  of  over  100 
persons  heard  three  important 
questions  discussed  by  a  panel  of 
five:  Judge  R.  A.  Campbell,  Pulaski 
Co.  Judge,  moderator;  Mrs.  Lillian 
McDermott,  head  of  Family  Serv¬ 
ice  Agency;  Mrs.  William  Nash, 
Referee  of  the  Juvenile  Court; 
Gene  Smith,  Little  Rock  Police 
Chief;  and  Myron  Traylor,  Jack¬ 
sonville  Police  Chief. 

Mrs.  Gerald  Thompson  gave  the 
devotional,  and  Mrs.  Bennett  Doug¬ 
lass  sang  a  solo.  Mrs.  W.  N.  Her- 
rod  was  in  charge  of  the  program. 
Mrs.  Byron  McSpadden  gave  the 
benediction.  Rev.  Byron  McSpad¬ 
den  is  the  pastor. 


Miss  Shiela  Nutiall 

Miss  Shiela  Nuttall  is  a  Deacon¬ 
ess,  who  until  very  recently,  has 
served  under  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  as  a  Rural 
Worker.  Her  appointments  have 
been  in  the  Louisiana  and  Alabama 
Conferences,  and  for  several  years 
she  was  director  of  the  Rural  Work 
Project,  related  to  Scarritt  College, 
for  the  training  of  those  going  into 
Rural  Work  as  a  vocation.  Miss 
Nuttall’s  last  appointment  under 
the  Woman’s  Division  prior  to  her 
present  position  with  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  was  with 
the  St.  Tammany  Parish  Rural 
Work. 


Miss  Mary  Chaffin 

Miss  Chaffin  is  a  native  of  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  In  1950  she  was  graduated 
from  Scarritt  College  and  is  now  a 
Rural  Worker  in  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference.  For  two  years  she 
has  worked  in  the  mountains  of 
Madison  County  as  a  Rural  worker. 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 
COMM.  MEETS 

The  Executive  meeting  of  the 
Fayetteville  District  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  met  at 
Spring  Lake,  July  15  at  10:00  a.m. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain,  president, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and 
presided  during  the  day. 

A  fund  was  set  up  for  youth  go¬ 
ing  into  full  time  Christian  Service. 
Plans  were  made  to  continue  the 
two  fall  seminars  in  the  district, 
one  at  Siloam  Springs  and  one  at 
Eureka  Springs. 

Mrs.  R.  K.  Bent  offered  thanks 
for  the  lunch  served  in  the  dining 
room,  with  the  owners,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Waddel  entertaining  with 
music. 

Following  lunch  the  committee 
drove  to  Harrison,  First  Methodist 
Church,  to  meet  the  women  of  that 
area  who  are  new  members  in  the 
Fayetteville  District. 

With  Mrs.  Fountain  presiding, 
Mrs.  Bent  gave  an  inspiring  devo¬ 
tional  based  on  love. 

Officers  were  introduced,  and 
each  local  woman  was  introduced. 

A  Nominating  Committee  com¬ 
posed  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Linam,  Mrs. 
Floyd  Rogers  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Holt 
has  been  appointed. 

Mrs.  Bob  Black  of  Harrison  was 
elected  secretary  of  literature  and 
publications. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  conference 
president,  closed  the  meeting  with 
an  uplifting  message  and  prayer. 

After  the  meeting  was  adjourned, 
the  hostess  church  served  punch 
and  cookies.  District  officers  met 
with  the  local  officers  of  the  seven 
societies  added  to  the  district.  Con¬ 
ference  officers  present  were:  Mrs. 
Gilstrap,  Mrs.  Jeff  Brown  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Standley;  district  officers 
present  were:  Mrs.  Fountain,  Mrs. 
Sam  McNair,  Mrs.  Arch  Thompson, 
Mrs.  Russell  Broyles,  Mrs.  William 
Kennon,  Mrs.  Holt,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Meade,  Mrs.  Mearl  McKinney,  Mrs. 
Bent,  Mrs.  Carl  Watson,  Mrs.  Linam 
and  Mrs.  Ed  Thigpen. 


Page  Eleven 


All.  7  NtWJ 


PROMOTION 


CUITIYATION 


Christian  Education 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  ILLUSTRATIONS  READY  FOR  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  —  A  large  illustration  from  the  Life  of  Jesus  is  part  of  this  church 
library  file  which  is  for  the  use  of  the  church  school  teachers.  Church  li¬ 
braries  which  collect,  store  and  loan  educational  material  such  as  this  are 
proving  their  worth  in  Protestant  churches  throughout  the  country.  This  new 
library  is  located  at  Central  Lutheran  Church,  Minneapolis.  (RNS  photo) 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Bonita-Jones 

The  joint  Vacation  Bible  School, 
held  recently  at  the  Bonita  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  by  both  Bonita  and 
Jones  Churches,  was  termed  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  church’s 
history. 

There  were  59  children  enrolled 
in  the  school  with  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  51.  Mrs.  Belle  Harp 
and  Mrs.  Alice  McKoin  provided 
refreshments  of  ice  cold  drinks  and 
cookies  for  the  teachers  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

Graduation  exercises  were  held 
on  Friday  night,  June  19  with  Mrs. 
Lois  Robertson  acting  as  superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  beginner  class,  taught  by 
Mrs.  Jean  Doles  and  Mrs.  Fay  Hop¬ 
kins,  studied  Noah  and  the  Ark, 
and  made  a  reproduction  of  that 
sequence;  the  class  also  studied 
the  twelve  disciples.  There  were 
14  in  this  class,  and  each  child 
came  up  with  perfect  attendance. 

The  primary  class,  taught  by 
Mrs.  Irene  Atkins,  Mrs.  Clyde  Cul¬ 
bertson  and  Mrs.  Byron  Crosby 
studied  the  creation  of  the  world. 
The  children  made  large  posters 


portraying  the  work  of  God  on 
each  of  the  six  days. 

The  junior  class,  taught  by  Mrs. 
Nat  Little,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Hunt,  Mrs. 
Cecil  Harp,  and  Mrs.  Clayton 
Haynes,  studied  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments,  and  the  books  of  the  Bible. 
They  made  a  very  interesting  rep¬ 
lica  of  a  Bible  scroll. 

The  intermediate  class,  made  up 
of  eighteen  teenagers,  was  taught 
by  Mrs.  Marion  Doles  and  Mr. 
Clyde  Culbertson,  with  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Johnson  assisting. 

Each  morning,  all  the  classes  met 
together  for  a  devotional  which 
was  broadcast  over  the  loud  speak¬ 
er  system  for  the  town  to  hear.  The 
children  greatly  enjoyed  this. 


New  Orleans 

Felicity  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  has  just  completed 
their  Vacation  Church  School.  It 
was  the  first  since  1944.  Interest 
was  keen  through  the  entire  school, 
perfect  attendance  was  maintained 
in  every  class  with  pupils,  teachers 
and  helpers.  Classes  were  taught  by 
Mrs.  Ogden  Mouille,  Kindergarten; 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Campbell,  Primary;  and 
Mrs.  A.  Binkley,  Junior.  The  Inter¬ 
mediate  children  were  helpers  in 
ithe  various  classes  along  with  the 
assistant  teachers.  The  school  was 


such  a  success  that  everyone  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  next  year.  Rev.  W. 
M.  Finnin  is  the  pastor. 


Concord 

The  Concord  Methodist  Church 
on  Austin  charge  had  their  Vacation 
Church  School.  Beginning  June  22 
through  26  with  58  enrolled.  Fifty- 
four  average  attendance. 

Theme  text  for  the  school  was 
“God  and  His  World,”  with  four 
classes. 

Kindergarten  theme  text,  “God 
and  His  World,”  taught  by  Mrs. 
Martin  Stocks  and  Mrs.  Lee  Bandy 
with  the  help  of  Mary  Rowdy,  Pat 
Paul,  Ann  Brown,  and  Minnie  Cap- 
eraton.  They  made  clocks,  rabbits 
pnd  lambs,  learned  Bible  verses. 

Primary  theme  text,  “The  Earth 
is  full  of  His  Riches,”  was  taught 
by  Mrs.  Dale  Sullivan  and  Mrs. 
Harney  Pinkston.  For  their  hand 
work  they  made  bags  to  hold  their 
work,  plates  surrounded  with  pic¬ 
tures  showing  things  God  makes 
and  also  made  books. 

Junior  classes,  theme  text,  “Find¬ 
ing  God  Through  Work  and  Wor¬ 
ship,”  taught  by  Mrs.  John  Depriest 
and  Mrs.  Maggie  Rowley.  Had  as 
their  hand  work  crystal  painting. 
When  finished  they  had  a  book  of 
panoranic  glider. 

The  intermediate  class  theme  text, 
“God’s  World  and  Ours,”  was  taught 
by  Mrs.  Ed  Begeman  and  Mrs.  Al¬ 
ford  Clement.  For  their  hand  work 
they  had  crystalize  painting  of  pic¬ 
tures. 

The  school  started  at  8:30  each 
morning,  turned  out  at  11:00  o’clock. 
The  small  classes  had  their  refresh¬ 
ments  each  day.  The  last  day  re¬ 
freshments  were  served  to  all. 

Directors  were  Mrs.  Vfalter  Hank 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Bezeman;  Superin¬ 
tendent  was  Walter  Hank  and  Rev. 
Luther  Beasley  is  pastor. 


Natchitoches 

First  Methodist  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  La.,  had  Vacation  Church 
School  June  1-12  from  8:30-10:30 
a.m.  Classes  were  held  for  Kinder¬ 
garten  through  Intermediates.  The 
nursery  was  open  for  children  whose 
mothers  were  teaching. 

The  largest  attendance  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  at  Vacation  Church  School 
in  the  Church  was  had.  Total  en¬ 
rollment  was  172  boys  and  girls,  28 
^dult  workers  and  18  young  people. 
The  total  attendance  for  the  10  days 
was  1573  children. 

The  family  night  covered  dish 
supper  and  program  was  enjoyed 
by  more  than  300  interested  parents 
and  friends. 

Slides  were  made  in  each  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  children  and  their  craft 
work.  These  slides  were  shown  on 
July  8,  6:30  p.m.,  Church  Night. 

Those  persons  working  with  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School  were  —  Mrs. 
Ed  Pierson,  director;  Nursery:  Mrs. 
Henry  Bernard,  Mary  Young,  Mary 
Stewart,  Neva  Wright;  Kindergart¬ 
en;  Mrs.  Joe  Pierson,  Mrs.  Firal 
Ryder,  Mrs.  Raymond  Sanders,  Mrs. 
Cecil  Ewing,  Mrs.  Archie  Breazeale, 
Mrs.  Jack  Fisher,  Karen  Welch  and 
Beth  Deason;  Primary:  Mrs.  Her- 


Louisiana 
Progress  Pointers 

By  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 
Executive  Secretary, 

Board  of  Education 

The  New  Iberia  Church  is  doing 
a  good  job  linking  together  a  new 
Educational  Building  and  a  remod¬ 
eled  old  one. 

Winnfield  is  using  a  Centenary 
June  graduate  as  full  time  Educa¬ 
tional  Assistant.  Lake  Vista,  in  New 
Orleans,  is  doing  the  same  with  a 
Hendrix  graduate. 

One  morning's  mail  brought  re¬ 
quests  from  three  churches  (one 
from  Texas)  for  help  in  locating 
Educational  Directors. 

A  letter  asks  for  help  in  under¬ 
standing  the  new  grade  plan  for 
Primaries  and  Juniors  where  one 
entire  grade  meets  in  a  large  room 
under  direction  of  a  team  of  teach¬ 
ers.  (Some  churches  using  this  plan 
are  Broadmoor,  Shreveport,  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Universi¬ 
ty  Church,  Baton  Rouge.) 

More  churches  have  planned 
Youth  Activity  Week  and  Christian 
Adventure  Week  this  year  than 
ever  before.  Some  have  employed 
summer  Youth  Directors  to  help  in 
such  programs. 

Only  22  persons  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  certified  to  teach 
courses  in  children’s  work. 

Read  August  Church  School  for 
all  the  ideas  for  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Week,  September  27-October 
4.  The  Commission  on  Education 
should  be  planning  now  for  this  the 
most  important  week  of  the  year. 

A  preacher  called  to  inquire  what 
happens  to  the  Fourth  Sunday 
World  Service  offering  in  the 
Church  School  in  a  unified  budget? 
Figure  that  one  out  before  we  give 
/you  the  answer. 

Multiple  Sessions  of  church  and 
Church  School  are  being  tried  in  a 
few  of  our  churches  to  meet  a  criti¬ 
cal  situation  of  overcrowding.  It  is 
a  complicated  venture.  If  you  are 
interested,  we  can  send  you  the 
various  plans. 

The  Bishops’  Films  are  circulating 
widely  and  evoking  good  response. 
We  have  two  sets  of  these  seven 
films. 

The  Tour  Guide  is  a  new  booklet 
prepared  by  the  W.S.C.S.  and  the 
Board  of  Education  which  describes 
all  Methodist  institutions  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  points  of  special  interest  for 
tourists. 


schel  Sandefur,  Mrs.  Bobby  Monk, 
Mrs.  Lamar  Dearing,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Beyer,  Mrs.  Roy  Clark,  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Norman,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Jordan,  Mrs. 
John  Lawson,  Martha  Scott,  Caro¬ 
lyn  Rose,  Charlotte  Breedlove,  Bev¬ 
erly  Glass,  Mary  Pittman.  Junior: 
Mrs.  Grover  Bates,  Mrs.  Herman 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Tandy  McElwee,  Mrs. 
Sam  Shelton,  Patty  Shelton,  Katy 
Watkins,  Mary  Lou  Pierson,  Norma 
Collier;  Intermediate:  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Cummings,  Mrs.  Rex  Matlock,  Mrs. 
George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Guy  Ne- 
som,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Whittington,  Mrs. 
Sam  Shelton. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Wickes  three  manual  and  pedal  pipe  organ  has  just  been  installed 
in  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches.  The  console  controls  twenty- 
one  ranks  of  pipes,  ranging  from  the  size  of  a  pencil  to  a  length  of  nineteen 
feet.  There  are  1326  pipes,  operated  by  hundreds  of  electrical  contacts.  It 
is  capable  of  duplicating  the  sounds  of  many  of  the  instruments  of  a  large 
symphony  orchestra.  The  instrument  can  whisper  the  quiet  music  for  a 
prayer  period  and  progress  up  the  dynamic  level  to  great  crescendos  of 
harmony. 

James  Moreland  of  New  Orleans,  son  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Moreland  of  Pow¬ 
hatan,  was  guest  organist  for  the  10:50  a.m.  service  Sunday,  July  19.  He 
was  fc'  \  erly  organist  here.  His  mother,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Moreland,  began  the 
fund  for  the  pipe  organ  in  1951,  as  a  member  of  the  Earnest  Workers  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class.  The  Homebuilders  Class  came  in  to  help  with  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Palmer  taking  the  lead.  A  key  person  in  promoting  this  project  was 
the  regular  organist.  Dr.  Paul  Torgrimson,  who  will  return  in  September 
to  assume  his  duties  as  organist.  Mrs.  Robert  Tatum  is  serving  as  organist 
for  the  summer. 

The  organ  is  the  result  of  the  vision,  the  interest,  and  the  gifts  of  many 
people.  Some  of  the  gifts  are  memorials  to  loved  ones  and  friends.  At  pre¬ 
sent,  $18,784.00  has  been  given  toward  this  $25,000.00  project. 


In  an  impressive  ceremony  at  First  Methodist  Church  of  Houma,  on 
July  12,  Jimmy  Hebert,  Life  Scout,  and  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin 
Hebert,  and  Edwin  Augustat,  Eagle  Scout,  and  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Augustat  received  the  God  and  Country  Award  in  Scouting. 

These  are  the  first  two  young  men  in  the  history  of  the  local  church 
to  receive  this  award. 

Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway,  pastor  of  the  church  is  shown  congratulating  Jim- 
my  and  Edwin  on  having  received  this  great  honor. 

JULY  30,  1950 


Named  Welsh  “ Citizen  of  The  Year 


Norman  (Nemo)  Robinson  has 
been  named  as  the  1959  winner  of 
the  ‘‘Citizen  of  the  Year”  plaque 
which  is  awarded  annually  by  The 
Welsh  Citizen  to  an  adult  member 
of  the  community  whose  service  to 
others  makes  the  town  a  better 
place  in  which  to  live. 

In  making  the  award  The  Welsh 
Citizen  has  picked  a  man  whose  ac¬ 
tivities  have  been  extensive  in 
church  work,  organizational  work 
and  in  general  community  life. 

A  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  he  was  Lay  Leader  at  the 
church  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
For  the  past  10  years  he  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Methodist  Sunday 
Schools  and  has  taught  a  class. 

He  has  served  as  Master  of  the 
Welsh  Masonic  Lodge  No.  232  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  presently  is  secretary  of 
the  organization. 

Robinson  is  a  past  president  of  the 


Welsh  Lions  Club  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Welsh  Optimist  Club. 
With  both  organizations  he  had  an 
impressive  record  of  service. 

He  was  Scoutmaster  for  a  five 
year  period  prior  to  the  assumption 
of  those  responsibilities  by  Charles 
M.  Lefargue.  Since  that  time,  he  has 
been  in  Scouting  at  the  District  lev¬ 
el  serving  as  Neighborhood  Com¬ 
missioner,  Assistant  and  District 
Commissioner  as  well  as  taking  part 
in  Cup  and  Explorer  round  table 
discussions. 

Ten  years  ago  when  John  Blank 
began  serving  as  volunteer  director 
of  the  Welsh  Recreation  Association, 
Robinson  became  its  treasurer  and 
has  held  that  unpaid  job  ever  since. 
He  has  served  as  a  Little  League 
coach,  been  a  human  dynamo  dur¬ 
ing  every  July  4th  Jamboree,  when¬ 
ever  help  was  needed,  and  has 
served  as  Master  of  Ceremonies  for 
many  school  and  public  events  in 
Welsh  and  other  Parish  towns.  He 
has  refereed  basketball  games. 


In  an  attempt  to  raise  funds  to  assist  in  furnishing  the  kitchen  for 
their  new  church,  the  Men's  Club  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
has  employed  several  different  programs  and  events.  One  of  the  best  re¬ 
ceived  was  the  "Womanless  Wedding"  recently  staged  in  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  present  church. 


Members  of  the  club  played  all  of  the  parts.  The  ladies  of  the  church 
found  old  dresses  and  hats  for  the  men;  some  of  the  ladies  even  did  the 
make-up  on  the  men.  Wigs  were  loaned  by  a  local  costume  shop.  Carrying 
a  corsage  of  onions,  celery,  ferns,  etc.,  the  "bride"  wore  a  lavender  evening 
dress  and  white  veil.  Wailing  mothers  (of  the  couple),  an  irate  father  of 
the  bride  (with  shotgun  and  firecrackers  for  shells),  and  a  trio  from  the 
club  dressed ■  as  ladies  to  provide  musical  background,  made  the  evening 
a  hilarious  one  for  all.  Brides'  maids  added  to  the  festivities. 

Funds  were  raised  from  the  sale  of  hot  dogs,  cold  drinks,  coffee,  pop 
corn,  and  wedding  cake.  The  cake  was  decorated  with  miniature  bride  and 
groom — as  a  wedding  cake  should  be! 
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Announcing 
A  New  Book 

Selections  from  the  Journal  and 
Letters  of  Henry  Mariya.  Here  are 
choice  passages  from  the  diary  of 
Henry  Martyn,  together  with  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  his  correspondence. 
This  booklet  does  not  pretend  to  be 
biographical.  It  is  hoped,  howev¬ 
er,  that  these  extracts  may  serve 
as  windows  through  which  sym¬ 
pathetic  hearts  may  gaze  upon  the 
soul  of  this  saintly  character. 

Selections  from  the  Journal  and 
Letters  of  Henry  Martyn  is  the 
newest  addition  to  the  “Living  Se¬ 
lections  from  the  Devotional  Class¬ 
ics”  series  —  one  of  sixteen  such 
booklets  available  —  published  by 
The  Upper  Room. 

Dr.  Elmer  H.  Douglas,  arranger 
and  editor  of  this  new  selection, 
has  given  much  time,  thought,  and 
study  to  the  life  and  career  of  Hen¬ 
ry  Martyn.  He  says,  “No  one  can 
redo  what  Henry  Martyn  did.  No 
one  can  have  his  experience.  But 
all,  if  so  minded,  may  imitate  his 
utter  devotion  to  an  ideal;  be  guid¬ 
ed  and  upheld,  as  he  was,  by  the 
indwelling  Christ;  and,  like  him, 
live  a  life  of  faithfulness  and  obed¬ 
ience  to  God.” 

Since  this  booklet  serves  only  as 
an  introduction  to  Henry  Martyn, 
you  will  want  to  read  detailed  ac¬ 
counts  as  are  found  in  Henry  Mar¬ 
tyn,  by  Sargent;  Henry  Martyn, 
Saint  and  Scholar,  Smith;  Henry 
Martyn,  Confessor  of  the  Faith, 
Padwick;  Journal  and  Letters  of 
the  Reverend  Henry  Martyn,  B.D., 
edited  in  two  volumes  by  S.  Wil- 
berforce;  A  Memoir  of  Reverend 
Henry  Martyn,  Sargent;  and  many 
others. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE 
JOURNAL  AND  LETTERS  OF 
HENRY  MARTYN.  Elmer  H.  Doug¬ 
las.  The  Upper  Room.  32  pages. 
Paper  cover.  3%  by  6  inches.  Sin¬ 
gle  copy,  15c.  Ten  copies  for  $1.00. 
100  or  more  copies,  7c  each. 

Order  from:  THE  UPPER  ROOM, 
1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville  5, 
Tennessee. 


66 Leaders  Are 
Needed P 

“Leadership  is  everybody’s  busi¬ 
ness.  We  get  the  kind  of  leaders  we 
want — or  else  we  settle  for  less  by 
default.”  This  quotation  from  a 
World  Service  leaflet  cannot  fail  to 
impress  the  reader  with  the  acute 
importance  of  a  Board  of  Education 
whose  staff  members  devote  much 
of  their  time  to  developing  leader¬ 
ship  for  the  Church. 

The  attractively  designed  leaflet, 
“Leaders  Are  Needed,”  furnishes 
interesting  reading  material  and  in¬ 
formation  on  this  problem  of  church 
leadership  and  how  the  Church  at¬ 
tempts  to  meet  it.  Interest  in  World 
Service,  and  World  Service  giving, 
are  stimulated  when  people  hear  of 
the  projects  and  achievements  of 
the  various  World  Service  Agencies. 

“Leaders  Are  Needed”  tells  the 
story  of  the  work  of  the  Division  of 
Educational  Institutions  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

World  Service  leaflets  are  pro¬ 
vided  to  pastors  at  their  request 
for  use  in  church  schools  or  for  dis¬ 
tribution  to  the  general  church 
membership. 


South  America  Asks  More  Missionaries 

To  meet  what  is  described  as  an  unprecedented  opportunity  for  Prot¬ 
estant  evangelism.  South  American  Methodists  are  urgently  requesting 
additional  missionaries,  reports  a  Methodist  specialist  on  Latin  American 
affairs. 

Just  returned  from  a  two-month  official  visit  to  South  America,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  James  E.  Ellis,  executive  secretary  for  Latin  American  countries 
of  the  Division  of  World  Missions,  says: 

“On  this  visit,  I  was  impressed  from  what  I  could  see  for  myself  and 
from  what  I  heard  from  others  that  we  are  on  the  threshold  of  a  whole 
new  opportunity  for  expansion  of  the  evangelical  (Protestant)  witness. 
This  stems  from  two  factors.  First,  there  is  a  tremendous  population  ex¬ 
plosion — just  consider  the  statement  by  Brazilians  that  half  of  their  popu¬ 
lation  is  under  25.  Second,  there  is  a  new  receptivity  to  the  Protestant 
proclamation  of  the  risen,  living  Christ.” 

Methodists  in  Brazil,  Argentina,  Chile  and  other  South  American  coun¬ 


tries  are  aware  of  the  opportunities, 
the  challenge  in  a  mature  and  re¬ 
sponsible  manner.  They  need  and 
desire  assistance  from  Methodists 
in  the  United  States,  but  they  real¬ 
ize  that  the  job  of  evangelizing  and 
assimilating  new  Christians  is  pri¬ 
marily  theirs,  he  adds. 

The  first  way  in  which  American 
Methodists  can  help  is  in  providing 
additional  missionaries,  Dr.  Ellis 
says.  If  it  be  true,  as  is  sometimes 
said,  that  there  are  places  in  the 
world  where  American  missionari¬ 
es  are  not  wanted  as  in  former 
years,  that  place  is  not  South 
America,  he  adds. 

“Missionaries  are  desired  for  the 
experience  and  inspiration  they 
can  give  to  South  American  pastors 
and  to  develop  a  sense  of  interna¬ 
tional  fellowship  within  the 
church,”  Dr.  Ellis  explains. 

“They  are  also  needed  to  help  in 
evangelizing  the  many  “wide  open” 
areas  of  South  America.  In  Brazil, 
for  instance,  the  Methodist  Church 
turns  out  eight  to  10  new  ministers 
a  year,  but  is  asking  for  a  minimum 
of  30  new  missionary  couples  from 
the  United  States.” 

Aside  from  missionary  personnel, 
help  is  needed  from  American 
Methodists  in  the  form  of  money 
for  church  extension  and  institu¬ 
tional  maintenance,  Dr.  Ellis  says. 
The  need  for  new  church  buildings 
is  urgent,  he  points  out,  and  tak¬ 
ing  South  America  as  a  whole, 
Methodists  from  the  United  States 
provide  about  50  per  cent  of  the 
funds  for  church  extension.  Then 
there  is  need  for  continued  support 
of  strategic  Methodist  institutions 
such  as  schools,  children’s  homes, 
community  centers  and  agricul¬ 
tural  stations. 

Methodists  in  South  America  are 
seeking  increasingly  to  support 
their  own  pastors  and  workers  and 
to  carry  the  cost  of  local  church 
programs,  Dr.  Ellis  says.  They  are 
eager  for  as  much  self-support  as 
possible,  but  they  are  seeking  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  in  those  areas  which 
they  cannot  carry  by  themselves  in 
the  foreseeable  future. 

The  monetary  picture  is  made 

increasingly  difficult  by  “gallop¬ 
ing  inflation,”  which  grips  many 
South  American  lands,  Dr.  Ellis 

says.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impos¬ 
sible,  to  plan  intelligently  a  local 
church  budget  when  the  cost  of 
living  jumps  10  per  cent  or  more  a 
month.  So  serious  is  the  problem 
in  Argentina,  for  example,  that 
Methodists  have  pledged  them¬ 
selves  to  double  pastoral  support 

this  year  just  to  enable  the  minis¬ 
ters  to  continue  to  live  on  the  same 
level  as  last  year,  Dr.  Ellis  says. 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  financial 


Dr.  Ellis  says,  and  are  moving  to  meet 

“World  Outlook” 
Awards  Mark  50 
Journalism  Years 

World  Outlook,  missionary  month¬ 
ly  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  announces  the 
offering  of  three  “Golden  Anniver¬ 
sary  Awards”  in  1960  in  celebration 
of  “fifty  years  of  missionary  journa¬ 
lism.”  The  awards  will  total  $1,275. 
It  was  in  1911  that  World  Outlook 
and  its  predecessor  missionary 
journals  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  were  first  issued. 

There  will  be  three  awards  ($250, 
$100,  and  $75)  for  the  “best  mission¬ 
ary  hymns”  submitted  to  World  Out¬ 
look  not  later  than  February  1,  1960. 
The  verses  must  be  original  and  un¬ 
published;  and  the  words  must  be 
singable  to  a  tune  appearing  in  the 
current  Methodist  Hymnal.  The 
judges  of  the  texts  received  will  be 
named  by  the  Hymn  Society  of 
America,  Incorporated. 

Three  awards  in  like  sums  will  be 
made  for  the  “best  missionary  stor¬ 
ies”  submitted  to  World  Outlook  not 
later  than  March  1,  1960.  Manu¬ 
scripts  must  not  exceed  2,000  words 
in  length,  and  be  hitherto  unpub¬ 
lished;  they  must  be  true  stories  of 
human  interest,  and  may  concern 
either  national  or  overseas  missions. 
The  editors  of  World  Outlook  will 
be  the  judges  of  these  entries. 

And  three  similar  awards  will  be 
made  for  the  “best  essays  on  the 
philosophy  of  Christian  missions”; 
they  will  be  judged  by  a  panel  of 
distinguished  theologians  and  mis¬ 
sion  executives.  Entries  —  which 
must  be  “original  and  unpublished 
expositions  of  a  philosophy  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions — must  be  received  by 
World  Outlook  before  April  1,  1960. 

All  award-winning  manuscripts 
become  the  property  of  World  Out¬ 
look.  Additional  manuscripts,  if 
found  acceptable,  may  be  purchased 
by  the  magazine  at  its  regular  rates. 
After  November  1,  1959,  World  Out¬ 
look  should  be  addressed  (and  man¬ 
uscripts  mailed  it)  at  Interchurch 
Center,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York  27,  N.  Y. 


problems,  Methodists  throughout 
South  America  are  looking  square¬ 
ly  at  opportunities  for  expansion, 
planning  advances  in  evangelism, 
education  and  social  action,  and 
facing  the  future  as  responsible, 
mature  churchmen,  Dr.  Ellis  says. 
As  they  plan  and  work,  they  seek 
the  fellowship  and  support  of  their 
Methodist  neighbors  in  the  United 
States,  he  adds. 


Audio-Visual  News 

This  Sustaining  Bread* 

(adults) 

A  striking  new  venture  in  a  de¬ 
votional  filmstrip.  Planned  espe¬ 
cially  for  use  with  the  “Town  and 
Country”  study  theme,  but  useful 
elsewhere.  The  theme  is  bread,  the 
universal  symbol  and  means  of 
nourishment  —  both  physically  and 
spiritually.  Poetic  script  and  full 
color  modern  art.  Available  for 
sale  only,  with  or  without  record¬ 
ing. 

Filmstrip  with  reading  script, 

$6.00 

Filmstrip  with  narration  on 
33  1/3  lp  record,  $12.00 

Digging  Deep* 

(Youth) 

Color  filmstrip  story  of  a  group 
of  young  people  in  a  small  rural 
community.  By  working  together 
on  an  action  project,  they  discover 
the  need  to  dig  deeper  into  the 
meaning  and  mission  of  the  church. 
Planned  to  stimulate  discussion  and 
motivate  action  on  the  part  of  both 
rural  and  urban  youth.  Narration 
on  33  1/3  lp  record.  For  sale  only 
$10.00. 

This  Sustaining  Bread  and 

Digging  Deep* 

(Combination  Package) 

One  print  of  each  filmstrip;  one 
script  and  one  record  for  each  film¬ 
strip.  Sale  only,  combination  pack¬ 
age,  $16.00  complete. 

Medical  Mission* 

(youth-adults) 

A  motion  picture  on  the  Method¬ 
ist  churchwide  theme,  surveying 
our  medical  work  in  Africa,  Sara¬ 
wak,  India  and  Nepal,  using  scenes 
fifom  TV’s  MD  International  and 
original  footage.  Dr.  Harold  Brew¬ 
ster,  co-author  of  the  study  book 
THE  CHURCH  AND  MEDICAL 
MISSIONS,  appears  in  the  film. 
About  33  minutes.  Color  rental, 
$10.00.  For  release  in  fall.  Watch 
for  announcements  and  release 
date. 

•All  items  marked  with  asterisk 
(*)  are  available  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  serving 
your  territory. 

“The  Bible  Speaks 
To  Daily  Needs ” 

Georgia  Harkness  presents  86  de¬ 
votions  which  apply  biblical  teach¬ 
ing  to  everyday  experiences  and 
problems.  Each  selection  includes  a 
meditation,  scripture  passages,  self- 
examination  questions,  and  a 
prayer. 

This  devotional  guide  is  designed 
to  help  in  time  of  personal  need  or 
crisis  and  to  lead  the  reader  to  the 
greatest  passages  of  the  Bible,  not 
just  a  verse  a  day,  but  in  a  sequence 
of  growing  appreciation  as  he 
moves  from  weakness  to  strength, 
from  his  own  need  to  God’s  suffi¬ 
ciency  in  Christ 

Among  the  topics  Dr.  Harkness 
has  included  in  THE  BIBLE 
SPEAKS  TO  DAILY  NEEDS  are: 
Grace  to  You  and  Peace,  In  Anxie¬ 
ty,  In  Loneliness,  In  Lack  of  Self- 
Confidence,  In  Time  of  Trouble,  In 
Happy  Fellowship,  On  Assuming  a 
New  Responsibility,  of  Worshiping 
Together,  Thy  Will  Be  Done,  and 
many  others.  Price  $1.50  from  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press,  Nashville  2,  Tenn. 

THE  AUTHOR:  DR.  GEORGIA 
HARKNESS  is  probably  the  world’s 
most  prominent  woman  theologian. 
She  is  also  a  gifted  writer,  teacher, 
speaker,  and  poet,  and  is  known  to 
thousands  through  the  more  than 
20  books  she  has  written. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Twenty-five  New  England  heif¬ 
ers  are  going  abroad  this  summer. 
They  will  take  up  residence  in 
West  Germany  as  part  of  an  inter¬ 
faith  project  to  help  needy  refugees. 
They  are  contributed  by  New  Eng¬ 
land  Congregational  Christian 
Churches  and  by  individual  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Rev.  William  R.  May- 
hew,  chairman  of  the  “heifer  proj¬ 
ect”  for  the  Massachusetts  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  pastor  of  the  Central  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  in  Bridge- 
water.  The  “heifer  project,”  an  in- 


CHRISTIANS 


UNITE  IN 

WORLD-WIDE 

WORSHIP 

Millions  of  Christians  around  the  world 
will  join  in  daily  worship  through  use 
of  the  World  Christian  Fellowship  Num¬ 
ber  of  The  Upper  Room. 

The  daily  devotions  in  this  number  are 
contributed  by  61  Christians  from  33 
different  countries.  Some  ten  million 
other  Christians  jvill  receive  a  new  sense 
of  Christian  fellowship  as  well  as  spiritual 
inspiration  from  these  consecrated  men 
and  women  of  many  lands. 

Make  daily  devotions  a  part  of  your  life 
and  the  life  of  your  church  as  you  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  world-wide  Christian 
fellowship.  Order  your  copies  of  the 
oeptember-October  number  of  The  Upper 
Room  now. 

Ten  or  more  copies  to  one  address , 
per  copy.  Consignment  orders 
may  be  arranged.  Individual  sub¬ 
scriptions  (by  mail)  $1  a  year,  three 
years  for  $2.  Air  mail  edition  for 
service  men  and  youth,  same  price. 
Order  from 
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terdenominational,  interfaith  organ¬ 
ization,  was  started  after  World 
War  II  to  help  replenish  agricul¬ 
tural  stocks  in  poverty-stricken 
countries.  Under  its  auspices  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  goats,  cows, 
horses,  chicks  and  bees  have  been 
sent  to  more  than  fifty  countries. 
To  further  this  undertaking,  New 
England  Sunday  school  nursery 
children  collected  pennies  in  milk 
bottles,  men  held  necktie  sales,  and 
ladies  held  cake  and  pie  sales. 


“It  is  particularly  important  that 
the  churches  speak  clearly  to  the 
agencies  of  government  that  literal¬ 
ly  hold  the  life  or  death  of  nations 
in  their  hands,”  says  Dr.  E.  T.  Dahl- 
berg,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  “A  visit  to 
some  of  our  great  military  control 
centers  today  is  a  frightening  ex¬ 
perience.  It  is  not  sentimentalists 
or  alarmists  but  our  top  flight  mili¬ 
tary  authorities  who  tell  us  that  a 
single  bomb  will  blast  a  hole  in 
solid  granite  100  feet  deep.  One 
bomb  load  can  completely  destroy 
a  city  the  size  of  Chicago,  and  make 
it  uninhabitable  for  our  lifetime. 
Every  major  city  in  America  has 
been  targeted.  In  many  instances 
particular  buildings  have  been  pin¬ 
pointed  for  destruction.  The  next 
war  will  be  so  swiftly  decided  that 
intercontinental  missiles  can  knock 
out  whole  nations  in  fifteen  min¬ 
utes.” 


In  1930,  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  passed  resolutions  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  practice  of  birth  con¬ 
trol  to  limit  the  size  of  families.  This 
year,  at  its  General  Assembly  in 
Indianapolis,  by  a  large  vote  adopt¬ 
ed  the  report  favorable  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  presented  by  its  Committee  on 
Social  Education  and  Action.  This 
report  noted  that  “the  proper  use 
pf  medically  approved  contracep¬ 
tives  jnay  contribute  to  the  spiritual, 
emotional  and  economic  welfare  of 
the  family.” 


A  plea  to  the  rabbinate  of  con¬ 
servative  Judaism  to  ease  the  short¬ 
age  of  rabbis  abroad  and  in  non- 


Here  is  a  way  to  end 
Your  Church's  .  .  . 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
PROBLEMS 


Use  Our 
Complete, 
Convenient, 

RENTAL  SERVICE 


RENT— 

•  Projectors 

•  Record  Players 

•  Recorders 

•  Sound  Equipment 

•  And  Other  Needs 

tycMq/kvtcL 

COMPANY 
FR  5-4661 
206  Main  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


metropolitan  centers  of  the  South 
and  Midwest  of  the  U.S.A.  was  made 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Rabbini¬ 
cal  Assembly  of  America.  Rabbi 
Wolfe  Kelman,  executive  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Assembly,  told  the  con¬ 
vention  at  Kiamesha  Lake,  N.Y. 
that  recruitment  of  young  men  for 
the  rabbinate  was  a  major  need  to 
be  met  by  the  rabbinate  and  the 
communities  in  which  they  serve. 
He  called  for  scholarships,  tuition 
aid  and  for  encouragement  and  ac¬ 
ademic  aid  by  rabbis  and  the  com¬ 
munity  for  eligible  young  men.  He 
noted  that  England,  Ireland  and 
Latin-American  countries  are  seek¬ 
ing  rabbis  through  the  American 
assembly. 


Church  World  Service  has  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Russell 
Stevenson  as  deputy  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  that  interdenominational 
relief  agency.  In  addition  to  his  new 
duties,  he  will  continue  to  be  di¬ 
rector  of  overseas  program  of  CWS, 


a  post  he  has  held  since  1957.  The 
agency  is  a  department  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  The  Rev. 
ft.  Norris  Wilson  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor.  Dr.  Stevenson,  who  makes  his 
Lome  in  Flemington,  N.J.;  has  di¬ 
rected  the  agency’s  extensive  relief 
and  rehabilitation  programs  in  Asia, 
Africa,  Europe  and  Latin  America 
for  the  past  two  years.  This  has  in¬ 
cluded  the  distribution  of  food, 
clothing  and  medicines  to  disaster 
areas  and  refugee  centers.  CWS  also 
maintains  amputee  rehabilitation 
projects,  milk  bars  for  starving 
children,  soil  reclamation  in  the 
Far  and  Middle  East. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

“Internationally  known 
specialists” 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet 
every  need.  Quality  workmanship  guar¬ 
anteed.  Write  for  illustrated  price 
folder. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

106  No.  Stone  Ave.  Greenwood.  Miss. 


BRIGHT  SPOT 
IN  YOUR 
FAMILY  BUDGET 

YOUR  ELECTRIC  SERVICE!  Count  up 

all  the  jobs  electricity  is  doing  for  you  around 
the  house,  and  how  often — cleaning,  cooking, 
washing,  lighting,  cooling— and  so  many  more. 

Then  remember  how  little  you  pay.  You  haven’t 
seen  another  bargain  like  that  in  30  years! 

ARKANSAS  COMPANY 

HRLPINO  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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Message  to  The  Methodist  Church  from  Fourth  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Conference 
Which  Met  Last  Week  In  Wichita,  Kansas. 


The  Message  From  Wichita 


To  Fellow  Methodists  Everywhere: 

Nearly  1,200  of  us  who  love  and  serve  Methodist 
people  in  town  and  country  churches  have  been  confer¬ 
ring  in  the  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Con¬ 
ference  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  21  to  24.  We  have 
talked  and  prayed  together  to  learn  to  minister  more 
effectively  to  men  and  women  in  these  areas  of  our  na¬ 
tion. 

We  have  tried  objectively  and  honestly  to  appraise 
the  churches  we  have  in  town  and  country,  to  measure 
them  against  the  needs  of  people  who  attend  or  surround 
them,  and  to  lay  plans  for  such  changes,  and  programs, 
and  emphases  as  may  be  necessary  if  they  are  to  fulfill 
the  purposes  for  which  Christ  lived  and  died  and  for 
which  The  Methodist  Church  was  formed. 

Our  deliberations  have  led  us  to  proclaim  again 
our  love  and  devotion  to  The  Methodist  Church,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  make  her  a  better  instrument  for 
doing  the  will  of  God,  for  proclaiming  the  ageless  Gos¬ 
pel  message,  and  for  serving  more  adequately  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  churches  and  communities  around  the  world 
that  look  to  Methodism  for  guidance.  (This  concern  was 
shown  in  an  offering  taken  for  migrants  in  the  United 
States  and  for  Near  East  refugees  and  work  in  Hong 
Kong  abroad.) 

We  have  asked  ourselves  some  basic  questions  about 
our  church.  We  have  not  found  all  the  answers,  but  we 
believe  we  have  been  guided  in  the  direction  of  some 
answers.  And  we  ask  your  study  and  discussion  of 
them  in  your  church  and  its  organizations.  Discussion, 
we  are  certain,  will  be  crystalized  into  action  in  the 
days  ahead. 

1.  What  are  the  beliefs  held  by  Methodists  and 
taught  in  Methodist  churches?  How  do  these  beliefs 
express  themselves  in  the  conduct  of  the  believers? 

There  was  quite  general  agreement  that  greater 
effort  should  be  made  to  train  new  members  of  the 
church  in  the  basic  beliefs  of  Methodists;  that  laymen 
should  be  trained  to  know  the  doctrines  and  the  histori¬ 
cal  background  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

It  was  pointed  out  in  one  study  that  most  ministers 
and  laymen  accept  belief  in  the  fatherhood  of  God,  in 
Jesus  as  the  supreme  revelation  of  God,  that  Jesus  rose 
from  the  dead,  that  “to  become  perfect  in  love  for  God 
and  man”  should  be  the  goal  of  every  Christian,  and 
that  man’s  destiny  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  grace 
of  God — yet  each  person  plays  a  decisive  role  in  his  fate 
by  his  own  choices  and  conduct.  But  in  the  realm  of  the 
“practical  application”  of  some  of  these  beliefs  (as,  for 
example,  the  implications  of  brotherhood)  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  that  many  do  not  live  up  to  their  profession. 
“Here,”  it  was  said,  “is  the  area  for  preaching  and 
teaching.” 

2.  Methodism  shaped  its  organizational  pattern  in 
America  about  175  years  ago — though  there  has  been 
gradual  change  through  successive  General  Conferences. 
Do  the  traveling  ministry,  the  circuit,  the  quarterly  con¬ 
ference,  and  other  forms  of  Methodist  organization  fit 
the  needs  of  town  and  country  America  today? 

It  was  felt  by  the  Conference  that  adequate  use 
has  not  been  made  of  the  flexibility  that  is  possible 
within  the  structure  of  The  Methodist  Church  to  de¬ 
velop  group  ministries,  larger  parishes,  or  some  other 
adjustment  of  station  churches  and  circuits,  so  as  to 
meet  the  varied  needs  of  different  parts  of  the  country. 
It  was  felt,  also,  that  the  Town  and  Country  Commission 
should  be  strengthened  in  many  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences;  that  commissions  should  be  trained  for  their 
work;  that  within  districts  and  conferences  there  should 
be  realignment  of  charge  and  circuit  boundaries  so  that 
each  minister  will  have  a  full  “load  of  work,”  that  an 
adequate  salary  can  be  provided  each  man,  and  that  no 
family  may  be  “outside”  some  church’s  ministry.  It 
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was  felt  also  that  throughout  the  church  there  should 
be  more  adequate  understanding  and  sharing  with 
minority  groups  as  they  face  their  special  problems. 

3.  How  can  the  ministerial  personnel  of  Method¬ 
ism  be  used  to  serve  more  adequately  the  small  church¬ 
es  and  country  areas?  Can  the  laymen  be  more  effec¬ 
tively  used  in  some  of  the  public  and  private  ministra¬ 
tions  of  the  church? 

There  was  general  consensus  that  ministers  and 
other  church  leaders  are  often  burdened  with  routine 
and  non-pastoral  duties  that  could  well  be  cared  for  by 
laymen  in  their  churches.  Many  laymen,  it  was  felt, 
could  be  trained  and  used  in  parish  visiting,  in  educa¬ 
tional  effort,  in  secretarial  service,  freeing  the  minister 
for  direct  pastoral  duties.  The  “outside  pressures”  made 
upon  pastors  and  district  suprintendents  often  reduce 
their  effectiveness.  Clerical  help  should  be  available 
for  every  minister  and  administrator. 

4.  How  far  should  the  local  church  exert  itself 
to  serve  the  physical,  social,  material,  educational,  and 
recreational  needs  of  the  community? 

No  two  communities  have  the  same  needs  for  the 
well-being  of  its  people.  But  the  minister  and  his  offi¬ 
cial  members  should  be  cognizant  of  the  basic  require¬ 
ments  of  their  community  and  parish.  Those  require¬ 
ments  may  be  a  place  for  children  to  play,  or  a  library, 
or  a  park,  or  a  school  building,  or  extension  classes,  or 
a  credit  union,  for  a  fire  company,  or  cooperative  mar¬ 
keting.  Whatever  the  need,  the  church  should  lead  in 
having  it  met;  perhaps  as  the  organizer  of  the  institu¬ 
tion,  or  perhaps  as  the  spur  for  government  agencies  or 
local  groups  to  act. 

The  importance  of  this  community  service — and  a 
word  of  caution  concerning  it — came  from  one  speaker: 
“We  must  take  our  common  life  seriously,  to  protect 
the  headwaters  and  hillsides  of  our  common  life  from 
careless  erosion  and  willful  destruction.  We  must  con¬ 
serve  the  community  because  it  is  the  gift  of  God’s 
creative  love  to  us.  You  cannot  love  and  conserve  your 
community  unless  you  know  it  honestly  and  complete¬ 
ly  ..  .  But  you  may  have  well-run  social  institutions, 
which  are  no  churches  at  all,  and  we  may  have  tiny, 
self-centered,  dying  institutions  which  call  themselves 
churches,  but  are  no  churches  at  all.  What  makes  our 
common  life  in  the  name  of  religion  a  church  is  the 
capacity  of  its  fellowship  to  do  the  works  of  Jesus.” 

To  the  town  and  country  churches  comes  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  this  Conference  that  they  take  seriously  their 
representation  in  the  district  and  annual  conferences  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  to  choose  their  ablest  men  and 
women  as  their  representatives,  and  to  make  certain  of 
their  attendance.  Failure  to  send  able  lay  members  too 
often  means  that  the  smaller  churches  are  unheard  in 
counsel  and  legislation — to  their  own  loss. 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  and  problems  we 
discussed  at  Wichita.  We  have  no  final  answers.  These 
will  be  of  your  making.  We  urge  you  to  discuss  them 
throughout  the  church.  There  can  come  from  you  a 
groundswell  of  thought  that  will  result  in  action  through 
the  years. 

That  action,  we  believe,  can  make  the  town  and 
country  church  an  instrument  to  lead  mien  and  women 
toward  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

/s/  Bishop  Edwin  Edgar  Voigt,  Chairman, 
Interboard  Commission  on  Town 
and  Country  Work,  Aberdeen,  S.D. 

/s/  Glenn  F.  Sanford,  Executive  Secretary, 
Interboard  Commission  on  Town 
and  Country  Work,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

/s/  Elliott  L.  Fisher,  Chairman,  Conference 
Committee  on  Findings,  San  Jose, 
Calif. 


Cites  Need  For 
Rural  Church  Of 
The  Future 

Wichita,  Kansas  (MI) — Loyalty  to 
community,  new  patterns  of  organ¬ 
ization,  love  of  people,  and  laymen’s 
work  were  among  the  factors  cited 
as  essential  for  the  future  of  the 
rural  church  during  the  Fourth  Na¬ 
tional  Town  and  Country  Confer¬ 
ence  here. 

If  a  church  is  to  be  true  to  its  na¬ 
ture  it  must  be  loyal  to  its  commun¬ 
ity  as  well  as  to  its  denomination, 
^the  conference  was  told  in  a  report 
read  by  Prof.  Herbert  E.  Stotts  of 
Boston  University. 

“T  h  e  Church  should  serve  not 
only  its  members,  but  the  commun¬ 
ity  which  surrounds  its  buildings. 
.  .  .  The  Church  must  witness  to  its 
faith  and  this  witness  should  find 
concrete  expression  in  service  to 
those  who  live  near  the  church.” 

The  need  for  new  organizational 
patterns  was  cited  by  many  speak¬ 
ers,  including  the  Rev.  Floyd  V. 
Brower  of  Carruthersville,  Mo.,  but 
Mr.  Brower  also  cited  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  other  factors. 

“It  takes  love  of  people,  a  deep 
consecration  to  God  on  both  the 
preacher  and  laity’s  part,  and  work,” 
Mr.  Brower  said  in  an  address’  to 
the  conference. 

Importance  of  the  layman’s  role 
was  pointed  up  by  Murray  C.  Stew¬ 
art,  Homer  City,  Penn.,  farmer. 

“Consolidation  or  merging  of 
churches,  even  of  the  same  denomi¬ 
nation,  may  be  like  leading  a  cat 
by  the  tail,  but  must  ultimately 
come  in  some  places.  Largely,  it  is 
the  task  of  the  laity  to  make  it  hap¬ 
pen.” 


"Why  Do  People  Drink?" 

Temperance  Board 
Produces  New 
Color  Filmstrip 

People  give  many  reasons  for 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages,  some 
real  and  some  assumed.  Often  the 
reasons  people  give  are  not  the 
real  reasons  at  all. 

To  help  youth  and  adult  groups 
discuss  the  pro’s  and  con’s  of  social 
drinking,  the  General  Board  of 
Temperance  of  The  Methodist 
Church  has  produced  a  13-frame 
color  filmstrip  in  cooperation  with 
the  Cleveland  Health  Museum. 

Its  title  —  “Why  Do  People 
Drink?” 

Cartoon  illustratiohs  are  used  to 
display  various  personality  types. 
For  instance,  Scared  Suzy  drinks 
because  she  is  afraid  of  what  others 
will  think  of  her — until  she’s  had  a 
drink  or  two.  Then  her  fears  van¬ 
ish.  But,  of  course,  they  return 
just  as  soon  as  the  alcohol  effect 
wears  off. 

“Why  Do  People  Drink?”  is  de¬ 
signed  to  spark  discussion.  A  lead¬ 
er’s  guide  accompanies  each  print. 
Prints  are  $3.00  from  the  General 
Board  of  Temperance,  100  Mary¬ 
land  Avenue,  N.  E.,  Washington  2, 
D.  C. 
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S.  E.  Jurisdiction 
Against  Bishop’s 
Tenure  Limit 


A  large  group  of  approved  supply  pastors  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  and  Louisiana  are  attending  the  School  for  Approved 
Supply  0f  f he  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  The  school's  first  session  was  during  the  period 
June  8- July  JO.  The  present  term  began  July  13  and 


extends  through  August  13.  Pictured  above  are  some  of 
those  registered  for  the  first  term  during  a  recess  period 
between  classes.  A  full  article  about  the  school  is  found 
on  page  eight. 


Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (MI)  — 
Methodist  church  law  should  not 
be  changed  to  limit  the  tenure  of 
bishops,  Methodist  laymen  of  the 
Southeastern  jurisdiction  were  told 
at  their  annual  meeting  here  July 
23-26. 

This  was  the  advice  of  a  panel  of 
four  bishops  who  were  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end  of  questions  fired  at 
them  by  lay  leaders. 

The  panel  was  composed  of  Bish¬ 
ops  Arthur  J.  Moore,  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
Roy  H.  Short,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Nolan  B.  Harmon,  Charlotte,  N.C., 
and  Costen  J.  Harrell  (retired),  De¬ 
catur,  Ga. 

To  limit  the  office  of  bishop, 
either  by  years  or  place  of  service, 
would  be  “disastrous,”  the  panel 
agreed.  Term  episcopacy  would  in¬ 
vite  “politics.”  It  would  restrict  the 
growth  of  bishops  as  leaders  in 
Methodism  and  interdenominational 
affairs. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  panel 
agreed  that  Methodist  law  should 
be  changed  in  order  to  make  it 
easier  to  transfer  a  bishop  from 
one  jurisdiction  to  another  in  the 


View  of  the  National  Town  and  Country  Life  Conference  in  general 
session  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  21-24. 


interest  of  the  church. 

Other  answers  of  the  bishops  in 
the  question  period:  v 

— In  the  moving  of  preachers,  the 
need  of  the  local  church  and  justice 
to  the  minister  should  be  the  pri¬ 
mary  considerations. 

— Many  large  churches  do  need 
an  associate  minister,  but  often  a 
trained  layman  can  serve  as  well. 
— The  charge  lay  leader  too  often 


is  “a  general  with  no  soldiers”  in 
that  he  has  no  supervision  of  the 
local  church  offices  held  by  lay¬ 
men.  Therefore,  whenever  possi¬ 
ble,  the  chairman  of  the  official 
should  also  be  named  the  charge 
lay  leader.  .This  would  also  help 
assure  more  intelligent  lay  partici¬ 
pation  in  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sions. 


Bishop  Moore  for 
Nationalist  China 
American  Support 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (MI)  — 
Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore, 
Atlanta,  said  at  the  Methodist 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  mission¬ 
ary  conference  here  that  America 
should  support  Nationalist  China, 
and  he  gave  three  reasons. 

Bishop  Moore  is  president  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  and 
he  is  currently  bishop  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hong  Kong  and 
Taiwan  (Formosa)  as  well  as  head 
of  the  denomination  in  Georgia 
and  Florida. 

“In  addition  to  the  fact  that  Tai¬ 
wan  is  a  link  in  our  first  line  of  de¬ 
fense  against  Communism  in  that 
area,”  Bishop  Moore  said  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  held  July  17-23,  “here 
are  my  convictions  as  to  why  the 
Chiang  government  should  be  sup¬ 
ported: 

“1.  I  think  they  are  trying  to 
demonstrate  on  Taiwan  the  superi¬ 
ority  of  the  free  way  of  life,  as  con¬ 
trasted  to  the  brutal  totalitarian 
regime  on  the  mainland  of  China. 

“2.  The  Nationalist  government 
is  doing  very  well  in  providing  a 
continuation  of  the  genuine  Chinese 
culture — the  family,  love  of  home, 
and  all  that  goes  with  it — in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  communes  on  the  main¬ 
land,  where  men  are  separated 
from  women  and  youth  from  their 
parents. 

“3.  The  Nationalist  government 
is  training  an  army  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  atheistic  Communism.” 

“The  Nationalist  Chinese  have 
what  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  ef¬ 
ficient  and  deeply  devoted  army,” 
said  Bishop  Moore,  who  visited 
Taiwan  recently,  “but  I  don’t  think 
their  hope  is  to  invade  the  main¬ 
land  now.  Rather,  I  think  they  in¬ 
tend  to  wait  for  the  day  when  hun¬ 
ger  and  unrest  inside  the  Commun¬ 
ist  regime  will  tear  it  down,  and 
then  they  will  liberate  the  Chinese.” 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Aug.  6-Aug.  15  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period,  Adi  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


August  6  . . .  I  Peter  3:1-7 

August  7  .  I  Peter  3:8-12 

August  8  .  |  Peter  3:13-22 

August  9  . . .  |  Peter  4:1-6 

August  10  I  Peter  4:7-11 

August  11  .  I  Peter  4:12-19 

August  12  .  |  Peter  5:1-5 

August  13  .  |  Peter  5:6-14 

August  14  .  ||  peter  1:1-15 

August  15  .  ||  Peter  1:16-2. 2 


Tlotjuu 
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Rev.  GEORGE  SHERMAN,  pastor  of  the  Ever- 
green-Simmesport  Charge,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the  Vivian 
Methodist  Church  Sunday,  July  26.  Rev.  A.  M. 
Brown  is  the  pastor. 

CHARLES  WATTS,  local  layman,  Rev.  Mercer 
Irwin,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  and 
Rev.  Stanley  Baker,  spoke  at  services  of  wor¬ 
ship  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Bogalusa,  while  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  was  on  vacation. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Building  Committee  for  the 
new  parsonage  of  the  Live  Oak  Methodist 
Church,  Watson,  are:  Victor.  Hancock,  Fulton 
Underwood,  Milton  Rhodes,  Mrs.  Anna  Oliphant 
and  Mrs.  Elaine  Nesom.  Rev.  Edgar  C.  Dufresne 
is  the  pastor. 

JUDGE  MURRY  ANDERSON  spoke  on  “Juve¬ 
nile  Delinquency  of  This  Area”  at  the  regu¬ 
lar  monthly  supper  and  program  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  on  Monday  night,  July  27.  Rev. 
Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  speaker  by  tele¬ 
phone  broadcast  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  on  Monday,  June  22.  This  new 
medium  of  program  presentation  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company.  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

MARSHALL  STEWART,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Bogalusa  Housing  Authority,  spoke 
at  a  Citizenship  Brunch,  planned  and  directed 
by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Tisdale,  local  secretary  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa.  The  Brunch 
was  held  on  Thursday,  July  16  at  the  church. 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  the  pastor. 

CENTENNIAL  ANNIVERSARY  DAY  was  ob¬ 
served  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Effie,  on  Sunday,  August  2.  All  former  pastors, 
members,  and  other  friends  of  the  church  were 
invited  to  attend.  A  worship  service,  was  held  at 
11:00  a.m.,  and  the  program  was  held  at  3:00  p.m. 
A  basket  dinner  was  served  in  the  Social  Hall 
of  the  Church.  Rev.  H.  B.  Crammer  is  pastor  of 
the  Effie-Bethel  Charge. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  Car¬ 
rollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
preached  at  the  “Homecoming  Services”  of  the 
Grove  Hill  Church,  founded  before  the  turn  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  situated  in  Dolette  Hills 
in  north  Louisiana,  Sunday,  July  26.  Dr.  Bowdon 
joined  the  Grove  Hill  Church  52  years  ago  this 
July.  Following  the  homecoming  service  Dr. 
Bowdon  preached  a  few  days  in  the  Pelican 
Methodist  Church,  where  he  grew  up. 


REV.  JOE  McCLAIN,  pastor  of  the  Pine  Grove- 
Pleasant  Valley  Charge,  was  the  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  for  a  week  of  revival  services  at  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  H.  A.  Ox¬ 
ford,  a  local  Captain  of  the  Fire  Department, 
was  the  song  leader  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Black,  or¬ 
ganist  of  the  Caddo  Heights  Methodist  Church, 
was  the  pianist.  According  to  a  report  from  the 
pastor,  Rev.  John  Lee,  it  was  a  most  inspiration¬ 
al  week  in  the  life  of  the  Wesley  church  mem¬ 
bers. 

REV.  GLENN  SANFORD,  member  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  and  director  of  depart¬ 
ment  of  Town  and  Country  work  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions,  was  one  of  three  ministers 
presented  with  life  memberships  in  Methodist 
Rural.  Fellowship  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Wichi¬ 
ta,  Kansas  during  the  National  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Conference.  The  membership  was  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sanford  because  of  his  significant 
contribution  to  the  work  of  Fellowship  and  the 
development  of  the  Rural  Church. 

REV.  JIMMIE  J.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  the 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  evening  worship 
service  of  the  Morningside  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  July  12.  He  was  invited 
by  the  pastor,  E.  P.  Drake,  to  show  his  slides  of  a 
recent  trip  to  Central  and  South  America,  and 
tell  of  his  experiences  there.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cara¬ 
way  is  a  former  pastor  of  the  Morningside 
church,  and  his  many  friends  welcomed  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit  with  him  and  his  family.  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Kneipp  was  the  reporter. 

MEMBERS,  former  members  and  friends  of  the 
Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  ob¬ 
served  their  27th  annual  Homecoming  Sunday, 
July  26.  Rev.  Edgar  C.  Dufresne,  pastor,  deliv¬ 
ered  the  morning  message.  Miss  Shelly  Jones 
gave  the  welcome  address,  and  special  music  was 
presented.  An  old  fashioned  dinner  was  held  at 
the  noon  hour.  The  Homecoming  Services  was 
the  beginning  of  revival  services  which  con¬ 
tinued  through  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  with  the  pastor 
bringing  the  messages;  Singing  was  under  the 
direction  of  Robert  E.  Johnston. 

EDNA  BUSSEY  HERRING  is  the  author  of  an 
article  in  the  July  Christian  Home  entitled. 
“Kindergarten  Daddies.”  She  has  had  religious 
articles  published  in  a  number  of  religious  pub¬ 
lications  including  the  Baptist  magazine,  “Home 
Life.”  She  is  also  a  fiction  writer,  having  had 
stories  published  in  magazines  such  as  Cosmo¬ 
politan  and  McCall’s.  She  serves  on  the  Tele¬ 
vision  Committee  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  where  she  is  a  member,  and  has 
written  plays  for  the  shows.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
is  the  pastor. 

REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN,  associate  min¬ 
ister  at  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  guest  preacher  in 


the  Youth  Revival  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Minden,  July  27-31.  Youth  Activities 
Week  was  held  in  connection  with  the  revival. 
Discussion  Group  Leaders  and  subjects  were 
Intermediates,  “God  in  our  Lives,”  Eugene 
Searles;  Senior  Hi,  “Our  Belief  in  Man’s  Pur¬ 
pose,”  Mrs.  M.  W.  Merrill;  Older  Youth,  “Be¬ 
liefs  of  the  Methodist  Church,”  the  pastor,  Rev. 
M.  W.  Merrill. 

REV.  LEA  JOYNER,  pastor  of  Southside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  is  the  guest  evangelist 
in  a  week  of  revival  services  now  in  progress  at 
Beouf  Prairie  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Necessity. 
The  revival  began  on  Sunday,  August  2  and  will 
continue  through  Saturday,  August  8.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  revival  Home-coming  will- be  observed 
with  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  superintendent  of 
the  district  as  speaker.  Dinner  will  be  served 
at  the  church.  Rev.  R.  K.  Freidrich  is  pastor  of 
the  Gilbert-Beouf  Prairie  Charge.  Mrs.  Florence 
Brooks  was  the  reporter. 

DR.  GARLAND  STAFFORD,  superintendent  of 
the  North  Wilkesboro  (N.  C.)  district  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  at  its  annual 
meeting  July  20  at  Wichita,  Kansas.  The  Fellow¬ 
ship,  an  unofficial  group  of  Methodist  laymen 
and  ministers  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the 
rural  church,  held  its  meeting  in  advance  of 
the  National  Methodist  Town  and  Country  Con¬ 
ference.  Dr.  Stafford  succeeds  as  president  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Elliott  L  Fisher,  superintendent  of  the 
San  Jose  (Calif.)  district,  who  has  held  the 
office  since  1955. 

MRS.  M.  R.  TATUM,  Noel  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  one  of  140  dele¬ 
gates  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
from  overseas  countries  attending  a  National 
Seminar  on  Christian  Social  Relations  on  the* 
campus  of  Bennett  College  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 
The  seminar  began  July  21  and  ended  July  31. 
Sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions, 
New  York,  the  seminar  is  held  every  four  years 
to  give  Methodist  women  an  opportunity  to 
study  intensively  some  aspect  of  Christian  social 
relations.  The  theme  for  the  1959  seminar  was 
“The  Family  in  a  World  of  Rapid  Social  Change.” 

REV.  LAEL  S.  JONES  of  Chalmette,  Rev.  Don 
Alverson  of  Napoleon  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Rev.  Ed  Barksdale  of  Parker  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and 
Rev.  Ed  Thomas  of  Hammond  were  guest  speak¬ 
ers  at  the  Youth  Activities  Week  of  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Boga¬ 
lusa.  The  Youth  Activities  Week  was  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Mary  Beth  Simmons  and  was 
attended  by  young  people  from  Varnado-Angie 
Charge  of  which  Rev.  Larry.  Clayton  is  pastor, 
as  well  as  youth  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Me¬ 
morial  Church.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  the 
pastor  of  Bogalusa. 

MRS.  ORINA  KIDD  GARBER,  wife  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Paul  Neff  Garber  of  Richmond,. 
Virginia,  died  July  18  in  a  Richmond  hospital 
following  an  illness  of  several  weeks.  The  fu¬ 
neral  for  Mrs.  Garber  was  held  June  20  at 
Reveille  Methodist  Church,  Richmond.  Partici¬ 
pating  in  the  services  were  Bishop  Bachman  G. 
Hodge  of  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Bishop  Roy  H. 
Short  of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Walter  C.  Gum, 
pastor  of  Park  Place  Methodist  Church  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  Virginia;  Dr.  Carl  J.  Sanders,  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Richmond  District;  Dr.  Harry  W. 
Backhus,  pastor  of  Reveille  Church,  and  Dr.  A. 
Purnell  Bailey,  pastor  of  Centenary  Church. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  EYES  OF  THE  HEART 

Among  our  five  physical  senses,  the  most  dominant  is  the  sense 
of  sight.  This  fact  was  brought  home  rather  vividly  by  an  incident  «f 
which  I  read  some  years  ago. 

In  an  English  school  a  class  of  boys  was  sent  into  a  room  for  two 
minutes  and  then  brought  back  to  write  out  a  list  of  things  noted 
there.  The  lists  jotted  down  by  the  lads  varied  in  length  from  10  to  40 
objects.  But  the  most  significant  aspect  of  .those  lists  was  that  nothing 
was  noted  by  the  boys  except  the  things  which  revealed  themselves 
to  the  eye.  In  that  room  were  the  noises  which  came  from  the  street, 
the  sound  of  a  piano  in  another  part  of  the  building,  the  scent  of  a 
cigar  purposely  introduced.  Not  one  of  these  was  mentioned  by  the 
students. 

Yes,  among  our  physical  senses  sight  dominates.  And  yet,  despite 
this  potency  of  sight,  our  Lord  once  said,  rebukingly,  “Having  eyes, 
see  ye  not?” 

As  that  .question  comes  sighing  across  the  centuries,  does  it  strike 
any  of  us?  However  it  may  be  with  you,  I  confess  that  it  wakes  me 
up.  I  realize  how  little  I  am  seeing  in  comparison  with  what  some 
around  me  find. 

For  instance,  I  think  of  the  musician,  born  blind,  who  described 
his  world  as  one  of  sound  and  melody.  A  friend  procured  for  him 
a  copy  in  Braille  of  Keats’  “Ode  to  the  Nightingale.”  As  the  blind 
man  absorbed  through  his  fingertips  the  lines  of  that  poem,  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  “When  Keats  wrote  that,  he  was  living  in  my  world.”  And 
I  realize  how  much  I  miss  in  the  world  of  Keats  and  that  sightless 
musician. 

Or  when  I  consider  what  .wonders  the  astronomer  beholds  as  he 
contemplates  the  heavens,  I  feel  about  as  ignorant  as  when  I  stand 
in  a  telegraph  office  watching  the  face  of  the  operator  while  he  de¬ 
codes  the  flashes  which  are  meaningless  to  me. 

Or  I  think  of  the  wealth  of  beauty  seen  by  the  artists.  Perhaps 
I  possess  an  average  man’s  appreciation  of  nature,  but  I  very  much 
fear  I  should  deserve  the  rebuke  once  given  by  the  artist  Turner  to  a 
sight  seer  who  stopped  to  watch  him  at  work.  Looking  over  the  artist’s 
shoulder,  this  superficial  critic  said,  “Why,  Mr.  Turner,  I  never  saw 
any  such  light  and  color  in  nature  as  you  put  in  your  canvas.”  Turner 
merely  replied,  “Don’t  you  wish  you  could;  as  for  me,  I  never  can 
hope  to  match  with  pigments  the  glory  I  see  in  the  sky.” 

Or  consider  what  mystic  insights  into  reality  some  saintly  souls 
get.  A  friend  of  mine  some  years  ago  was  traveling  in  Switzerland 
with  Stanley  Jones,  the  devout  and  distinguished  missionary  to  India. 
At  a  turn  in  their  path,  a  majestic  mountain  peak  locuned  into  breath¬ 
taking  view.  At  sight  of  it  Jones  broke  forth  into  conversation  with 
God  just  as  naturally  as  if  the  Divine  Presence  were  there  in  the 
form  of  a  third  companion.  In  that  moment  he  saw  the  Lord  as  the 
prophet  Isaiah  saw  Him  in  the  temple  centuries  ago.  Yet  that  is  a 
sight  which  many  of  us  have  missed  in  our  tours  of  Switzerland. 

Yes,  around  us  are  musicians  who  revel  in  richer  worlds  of  mel¬ 
ody,  scientists  who  range  wider  reaches  of  knowledge,  artists  who 
catch  deeper  insights  of  beauty,  saintly  mystics  who  find  more  revela¬ 
tions  of  divinity — all  of  which  makes  me  feel  that  Christ  was  speak¬ 
ing  to  me  when  He  said,  “Having  eyes,  see  ye  not?” 

What  we  see  with  our  eyes  is  conditioned  by  what  we  have  in 
our  minds.  A  father  and  son  take  a  walk  together.  The  father  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  motor  cars.  He  keeps  track  of  how  many  different  models 
pass. 

Or  I  think  of  two  men  living  in  a  certain  town.  One  went  away 
to  college  and  has  taken  one  or  two  trips  abroad.  He  now  views  his 
town  with  a  negative,  critical  mind.  He  sees  the  pettiness  of  its  people, 
the  stodginess  of  its  living,  and  all  the  tawdry  things  Sinclair  Lewis 
portrayed  in  Main  Street.  The  other  also  went  to  college  and  has 
done  considerable  traveling.  But  he  has  built  himself  into  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  sees  the  heartiness  of  its  neighborly  spirit,  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  offered  by  its  schools  and  churches.  It  is  the  same  town;  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  outlooks  of  the  two  men  is  determined  by  the  state  of 
their  minds. 

Saint  Paul  once  prayed  for  some  friends  at  Ephesus:  “May  God 
grant  you  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  .  .  .  illuminating  the 
eyes  of  the  heart.”  When  some  of  us  are  getting  our  houses  air-con-^ 
ditioned,  we  might  think  about  getting  our  hearts  and  eyes  “God- 
conditioned.” 


"Would  you  care  to  reconsider  your  veto  of  the 
budget  allowance  for  termite  extermination?" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


India.  The  Romans  decided  to  erect 
temples  to  Jupiter,  the  sun-god;  to 
Bacchus  the  wine  god;  and  to  Venus, 
goddess  of  love.  While  the  city  of 
Baalbek  is  a  very  old  Phoenecian 
city,  dating  from  the  13th  century, 
B.C.,  the  present  temple  ruins  are 
much  more  modern,  having  been 
erected  about  200  B.C.  The  erosion 
of  time  and  the  destruction  of  earth¬ 
quakes  have  taken  heavy  toll,  but 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  still  re¬ 
main.  Without  a  doubt  the  Romans 
used  Greek  artisans  as  well  as  their 
own  slaves  in  the  construction.  The 
decorations  on  walls  and  columns 
are  almost  beyond  belief.  There  is 
a  classic  beauty  of  line  in  column, 
pilaster,  cornice  and  bracket.  The 
whole  area  covers  about  10  acres. 
There  are  three  temples,  the  temple 
to  Jupiter  being  the  largest.  And 
while  only  small  parts  of  the  walls 
stand,  the  broken  pieces  on  the 
ground  witness  to  the  size  and  per¬ 
fection  of  line  and  curve.  The  tem¬ 
ple  to  Bacchus  had  scores  of  gran¬ 
ite  columns  in  two  great  rows.  The 
temple  to  Venus  was  small  but  done 
in  delicate  detail.  The  size  of  the 
whole  area  might  be  realized  when 
one  learns  that  atones  averaging  60 
to  100  tons  were  in  the  walls  and 
cornices. 

Baalbek  plays  no  known  part  in 
the  life  of  Christ  ror  of  the  Jews  in 
their  wanderings  up  and  down  the 
coast  of  the  Mediterranean.  But  as 
a  symbol  of  the  great  art  of  the 
ages  it  rests  silently  on  the  plain 
below  the  Lebanon  mountains,  a 
monument  to  man’s  desire  —  even 
though  misguided  —  for  beauty  of 
life.  Today  the  ruins  of  Baalbek  are 
a  story  unknown  to  most  of  the 
world,  but  the  doings  of  a  simple 
carpenter  from  Nazareth  are  on  the 
Sidon  to  the  cities  of  Babylon  and  of  lips  of  people  around  the  world. 


The  Ruins  of  Baalbek 

Probably  every  person  thinks  of 
certain  things  that  he  would  like  to 
do,  or  of  certain  places  where  he 
would  like  to  go.  Niagra  Falls,  The 
Grand  Canyon,  the  great  cathedrals 
of  England,  Europe,  The  Taj  Mahal, 
or  even  Mount  Vesuvius;  all  of  them 
hold  a  mysterious  fascination  for 
most  of  us.  Probably  that  is  why  the 
travel  agencies  are  in  business,  to 
help  the  millions  of  tourists  to  go 
where  they  have  dreamed  of  going 
for  years. 

One  of  the  places  that  I  have 
wanted  to  see  for  most  of  my  life 
is  Baalbek.  Ever  since  my  parents 
visited  the  Holy  Land  in  1907  I  have 
wondered  about  the  ruins  that  I  had 
heard  about  so  much.  When  our  trip 
was  planned,  the  leader  of  the  group 
made  arrangements  to  visit  these 
magnificent  ruins.  The  anticipation 
of  the  experience  made  me  all  the 
more  interested  in  making  this 
journey  into  the  far  east  and  on 
around  the  world.  We  took  cars  at 
Beirut  and  were  driven  there  by 
competent  drivers.  The  distance  is 
about  60  miles  over  good  asphalt 
roads. 

As  we  topped  a  small  rise  we  saw 
the  mammoth  columns  that  remain 
standing  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins. 
Our  hearts  quickened  as  we  drove 
up  to  the  spot  and  stepped  out  of 
the  cars  in  order  to  hear  the  guide 
tell  the  story  of  this  marvelous 
group  of  buildings.  We  were  told 
that  Baalbek  is  situated  on  the  an¬ 
cient  caravan  road  from  Tvre  and 
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A  pictorial  tour  of  the  Holy  Land  was  presented  July  12  at  the  St. 
Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  by  Benjamin  Mauthner,  at  left,  head 
of  the  audio-visual  section,  Extension  Center,  Israeli  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
according  to  Rev.  Lae I  S.  Jones,  at  right,  pastor  of  the  church. 

Mauthner,  who  now  lives  near  Tel- Aviv,  was  born  in  Prague,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  in  1923.  During  the  early  part  of  World  War  II,  he  moved  to  Den¬ 
mark  after  losing  his  entire  family  of  some  40  members  at  the  hands  of  the 
invading  Nazis.  He  went  to  Israel  to  live  in  1941. 

The  Israeli  agricultural  worker  is  visiting  the  United  States  as  an  ex¬ 
change  student  participating  in  the  International  Cooperation  Administra¬ 
tion  training  program.  His  training  in  Louisiana  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 

Using  color  slides  of  the  Bible  lands,  Mauthner  guided  an  imaginary 
tour  from  the  Red  Sea  through  the  desert  to  the  north,  then  along  the  Jordan 
River  from  the  Lake  of  Galilee  through  the  Jordan  Valley  to  the  Dead  Sea. 
Members  of  the  church  visited  with  Mauthner  in  Jerusalem,  Nazareth  and 
other  points  of  religious  interest. 

Mauthner  described  Israel  as  "an  old  new  land"  where  the  old  and  the 
new  thrive  together.  Citing  the  development  of  the  country  and  the  move¬ 
ment  into  the  desert  in  recent  years,  he  said  there  has  been  "a  revival  of 
the  soil  which  had  been  neglected  for  many  generations." 

"New  farms,  new  villages,  and  new  cities  have  been  built,"  he  declared, 
" and  now  we  need  more  manpower  in  order  to  reach  the  level  of  productivity 
of  which  our  revived  land  is  capable." 

The  speaker  expressed  his  pleasure  in  his  association  with  American 
people  and  his  appreciation  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  Israel. 


Conference  Giving  To  Centenary 


District 

$1  per  member 

Smith  Bldg. 

Members 

Average  per 
Member 

Alexandria  ... 

. $  5,055.50 

$2,305.50 

9,917 

.74 

Baton  Rouge 

....  7,184.72 

20,635 

.35 

Lafayette  . 

6,121.50 

1,961.50 

10,025 

.81 

Lake  Charles 

9,965.95 

11,526 

.86 

Monroe  . 

.  7,566.74 

2,228.04 

14,905 

.66 

New  Orleans 

....  14,566.00 

14,566 

1.00 

Ruston  . 

.  8,684.01 

360.55 

12,542 

.72 

Shreveport  ... 

.  16,920.00 

23,453 

.72 

Little  Rock's  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 


Little  Rock.  _ _ 

611  MAI*  STREET 


Scholarship  to 
Student  of  Social 
Work  is  Offered 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is 
offering  an  $1800.00  Scholarship  in 
some  recognized  School  of  Social 
Studies  in  September.  The  appli¬ 
cant  must  be  a  college  graduate 
having  taken  sufficient  courses  in 
undergraduate  work  in  sociology 
and  psychology  to  meet  entrance 
requirements  in  such  a  school.  In 
return  for  this  grant  the  recipient 
agrees  to  work  two  years  as  a  case¬ 
worker  in  this  institution  at  a  good 
salary.  It  is  given  with  the  hope 
that  the  person  will  become  a  per¬ 
manent  member  of  the  staff.  The 
reason  for  offering  this  scholarship 
at  this  late  date  is  as  unexpected 
resignation  of  a  member  of  the 
staff  to  accompany  her  husband 
out  of  state.  A  person  already  en¬ 
rolled  and  wishing  to  accept  this 
offer  may  answer.  Call  or  write 
Rev.  L.  D.  Haughton,  815  Washing¬ 
ton  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Teen-Ager  Service 
Held  at  Lutcher 
And  La  Place 

A  special  Worship  Service  by 
and  for  Teen-Agers  was  held  at  the 
Lutcher  and  La  Place  Methodist 
Churches  on  July  12.  Miss  Sharon 
Womax,  16,  was  in  charge  of  the 
service.  The  morning  prayer  was 
offered  by  Miss  Fay  Pinkard,  14, 
of  LaFayette,  Ala.  Miss  Pinkard  is 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard’s  niece.  Miss 
Joan  Ursin-Smith,  14,  Miss  Cheryl 
Lawless,  13,  and  Miss  Dianne  Cam- 
bre,  14,  served  as  ushers  and 
stewards. 

The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Miss  Billie  Jean  Wallace,  16,  of 
Arab,  Alabama.  Miss  Wallace  is  a 
licensed  Methodist  preacher  of  the 
Albertville  District  in  the  North 
Alabama  Conference.  She  has  been 
preaching  for  over  a  year  in  vari¬ 
ous  churches  in  her  home  state. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pinkard  is  pastor  of  the 
churches. 


All  Family  Camp 
Is  Held  July  17-18 

The  All  Family  Camp,  sponsored 
by  the  Commission  on  Education  of 
the  McGuire  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  La.,  was  held  July 
17-18  at  Camp  Kiroli,  Boy  Scout 
Camp.  Informal  fellowship  and  re¬ 
laxation  was  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  24  hour  camp.  Swimming 
for  all  age  groups  in  the  scout  pool, 
an  evening  hymn  singing  directed 
by  Eugene  Smith,  and  Order  of 
The  Arrow  Dance  Team  directed 
by  Eagle  Scout,  Russell  Morrow, 
and  a  string  orchestra  with  John 
Adams,  M.C.,  afforded  organized 
recreation  and  entertainment.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  evening’s  activities  for 
the  family,  youth  of  the  church 
lingered  at  the  lodge  for  a  longer 
period  of  recreation,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Clas  Gilbert,  counsellor  of  the 
Senior  M.YJ*.,  and  Travis.  Chevali¬ 
er,  Intermediate  Counsellor. 

The  first  meal  consisted  of  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  with  approximate¬ 
ly  175  persons  attending.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  prepared  the  breakfast, 
and  assisted  by  one  of  the  Circles, 
served  about  85  persons  who  had 
spent  the  night  at  the  camp.  Dinner 
was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  A. 


MRS.  E.  D.  SHIPP,  JR. 


Named  as  “Mother 
Of  The  Year” 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Shipp,  Jr.  has  been 
presented  a  plaque  by  the  Lions 
Club  of  Welsh  as  the  first  winner 
of  the  title  of  “The  Mother  of  the 
Year.”  This  award  will  be  made 
annually. 

The  Lions  Club  asked  the  Welsh 
Rotary  Club,  the  Welsh  Parent 
Teachers  Association,  the  Welsh 
Garden  Club  and  the  Welsh  Opti¬ 
mist  Club  to  each  select  a  nomina¬ 
tion  for  the  honor  based  on  home, 
church,  and  community  contribu¬ 
tions. 

Mrs.  Shipp  is  shown  holding  the 
plaque  which  was  donated  by 
Jones’  Jewelry  and  Watch  Repair. 

The  committee  which  met  to 
make  the  fin&l  selection  announced 
that  Mrs.  Pauline  Lafargue  was 
designated  for  honorable  mention 
for  the  award.  Emerson  Walker 
acted  as  project  chairman  for  the 
Welsh  Lions  Club. 

Among  the  qualifications  for  the 
award,  Mrs.  Shipp  has  taken  part 
in  the  following  activities: 

Thirteen  years  in  the  Nursery 
Department  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  Summer  Bible  School;  has  work¬ 
ed  with  the  young  people  of  the 
church  and  is  at  present  serving  as 
Counselor  to  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship;  has  been  active  in  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  is  at  present  serving  as 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Education; 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Welsh  PTA  for  many  years  and 
served  three  terms  as  president; 
Past  Matron  of  Rebecca  Chapter 
No.  2,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star; 
active  in  Red  Cross,  Polio,  and 
other  civic  drives;  rounding  out 
fifth  year  as  Den  Mother  to  Den 
No.  3  of  the  Cub  Scouts;  and  is 
serving  as  treasurer  of  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Nora  Armstrong  Circle,  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  Auxiliary,  Welsh  Band 
Boosters  Club,  and  Jeff  Davis  PTA 
Council  (inactive  at  present) 


B.  Walters,  dietician  at  one  of  the 
city’s  public  schools. 

The  camp  was  the  second  of  its 
kind  held  by  the  church.  Initial 
planning  was  begun  during  Family 
Week  when  James  Greene  was 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Education. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesion  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  August  16,  1959:  GOD’S  STEADFAST  LOVE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  THE  FIVE  CHAPTERS  OF  LAMENTATIONS. 
LESSON  TEXT,  LAMENTATIONS  3:22-26,  31-40. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  steadfast  love  of  the  LORD  never  ceases,  his 
mercies  never  come  to  an  end.  Lamentations  3:22.  (RSV) 


Today  we  have  the  last  of  the  three  lessons  in 
Unit  VHI  which  has  been  devoted  to  a  study  of 
"Life’s  Eternal  Values.”  The  subject  of  the  first 
of  these  lessons  was,  “Why  Do  Good  People  Suf¬ 
fer?”  Last  Sunday  we  studied,  “The  Search  For 
True  Values.”  Today  our  subject  is  God’s  Stead¬ 
fast  Love.”  If  any  fact  of  life  has  an  eternal 
value,  it  is  God’s  steadfast  love. 

The  Book  of  Lamentations 

The  Book  of  Lamentations  consists  of  five 
poems  which  are  “lamentations”  for  the  utter 
destruction  that  had  been  visited  upon  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  Not  only  was  the  writer  concerned  about 
the  tragic  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  en¬ 
slavement  of  its  people,  he  was  concerned  that 
Israel’s  faith  in  God  and  God’s  goodness  remain 
firm  and  steadfast.  In  fact  today’s  lesson  is  very 
closely  akin  to  the  lesson  we  had  two  weeks  ago 
under  the  caption,  “Why  Do  Good  People  Suf¬ 
fer?”  ' 

The  date  of  the  writings  can  be  fixed  within 
a  comparatively  short  time.  Lamentations  was 
written,  of  course,  after  the  destruction  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  by  Nebuchadnezzar  in  586  B.C.  and  before 
the  return  of  the  captives  to  Jerusalem  seventy 
years  later.  We  must  feel  that  the  writer  or 
writers  were  eye  witnesses  of  the  desolation  of 
Jerusalem.  Tradition  of  long  standing  attributes 
the  writing  to  Jeremiah  the  prophet.  While  some 
modern  scholars  have  questioned  the  fact  that 
Jeremiah  was  the  writer,  the  evidence  that  Jere¬ 
miah  was  the  writer  is  still  predominant. 

The  Background  for  Our  Lesson 

The  selection  from  Lamentations,  used  for 
our  lesson  text,  would  have  a  rather  limited 
meaning  for  us  unless  we  know  the  background 
of  Israel’s  experiences  which  finally  resulted  in 
the  writings  found  in  Lamentations. 

Israel’s  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of 
Egypt  was  in  no  sense  the  result  of  its  own 
strength.  The  Israelites  in  Egypt  were  a  band 
of  uneducated,  unarmed,  disorganized  slaves. 
While  Moses  acted  as  their  leader,  he  would  have 
been  helpless  to  do  anything  for  them  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  power  of  God  undergirded  his  every 
move. 

Israel  had  been  taught  that  its  people  were 
the  chosen  people  of  God.  The  fact  that  God  had 
chosen  them  as  the  object  of  His  love  and  special 
blessings  was,  in  part,  misunderstood  by  the  Is¬ 
raelites.  The  fact  that  they  were  the  chosen  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  led  them  to  believe  that  God  would 
take  care  of  them  and  protect  them  regardless 
of  how  they  lived. 

Prophets,  with  special  insight  and  special 
revelations  of  God’s  truth  repeatedly  told  them 
that  God  would  allow  them  to  be  destroyed,  if 
they  rejected  the  high  moral  standards  of  life  to 
which  God  had  called  them.  Israel  could  hardly 
grasp  the  fact  that  the  special  protection  and 
special  blessings  God  promised  them  was  re¬ 
lated  to  and  even  conditioned  on  their  moral 
and  religious  conduct.  When  prophets  told  them 
of  the  dire  consequences  that  would  come,  if 
they  continued  in  sin,  they  thought  the  prophets 
were  false  prophets  and  they  imprisoned  some 
and  killed  others. 

Then  one  day  Nebuchadnezzar  knocked  at 
the  doors  of  Jerusalem.  He  tore  down  their  walls, 
he  sacked  the  city  mid  destroyed  it  and  utterly 
destroyed  their  temple.  The  major  portion  of 
the  Jews  he  carried  seven  hundred  miles  away 
into  Babylon  and  made  them  slaves  and  servants 
of  their  captors.  Under  such  circumstances  there 
was  a  grave  danger  that  the  Jews  would  con¬ 


clude  that  either  their  God  was  weaker  than  the 
gods  of  Babylon  or  that  He  did  not  love  them 
any  longer  and  had  abandoned  them  to  their 
fate.  It  was  such  a  situation  that  caused  Jere¬ 
miah,  left  there  amid  the  waste  and  desolation 
to  write  his  lamentations. 

Lamentations  Has  A  Timeless  Value 

Just  as  does  the  Book  of  Job,  Lamentations 
has  a  timeless  value.  There  is  one  big  difference 
in  Job  and  Lamentations.  Job  holds  fast  his  faith 
in  God  despite  the  fact  that  his  sufferings  seemed 
to  have  been  sent  on  him  because  of  sin,  yet  Job 
knew  that  he  was  guilty  of  no  great  sin.  He  be¬ 
lieved  in  God  despite  the  mystery  of  it  all.  In 
Lamentations,  the  writer  holds  fast  a  faith  in  the 
love  and  mercies  of  God  despite  the  calamities 
that  God  had  permitted  to  come  on  Israel  be¬ 
cause  of  its  sins. 

Strange  as  it  may  sound,  it  was  necessary 
for  Israel  to  change  its  very  conception  of  God  in 
order  to  continue  to  believe  in  Him  as  Israel’s 
God  after  what  had  happened.  Israel  had  be¬ 
lieved  in  a  God  that  would  preserve  Israel  and 
protect  Israel  under  all  conditions.  Israel  did 
not  think  anything  could  make  any  difference 
in  God’s  protective,  providential  care.  In  the 
face  of  that  faith,  erroneous  as  it  had  always 
been,  “the  roof  fell  in”  on  Israel.  God  did  allow 
them  to  suffer  the  destruction  of  their  beloved 
Jerusalem  and  did  allow  them  to  be  over-run  by 
their  enemies.  He  did  allow  them  to  again  be 
reduced  to  the  status  of  slavery. 

Israel  came  to  realize  that  the  prophets  had 
been  telling  them  the  truth.  They  knew  now  that 
sin  did  separate  them  from  the  protective  care 
of  God  even  though  it  did  not  separate  them 
from  the  love  and  mercies  of  God.  One  purpose 
of  the  writing  of  Lamentations  was  to  keep 
alive  in  the  life  of  Israel  a  faith  in  God  even 
though  it  was  necessary  to  shift  somewihat  even 
the  foundation  of  that  faith. 

We  say  the  Book  of  Lamentations  has  a 
timeless  message.  People  of  every  age  have 
needed  to  know  that  sorrow  and  suffering  and 
tragedy  need  not  separate  them  from  God.  These 
experiences  may  even  be  the  highway  over 
which  we  travel  in  our  return  to  a  God  who 
loves  us. 

It  is  barely  possible  that  the  Book  of  Lamen¬ 
tations  may  become  one  of  the  most  up-to-date 
books  of  all  literature.  If  by  any  chance  an  all- 
out  war  should  break  across  the  world,  it  is  not 
impossible  to  conceive  of  the  church,  again  sit¬ 
ting  amid  the  wreckage  of  its  world,  reaching 
out  after  God,  as  it  writes  another  Book  of  Lam¬ 
entations. 

As  The  Writer  See*  God 

It  required  a  deep-seated  faith  and  vital 
courage  for  the  writer  of  Lamentations  to  pic¬ 
ture  God  for  the  Israel  of  his  day  in  the  term* 
he  used.  Just  remember  that  Jerusalem  is  de¬ 
stroyed  and  the  major  portion  of  the  Israelites 
are  slaves  again  in  a  foreign  land.  In  the  face  of 
such  a  situation  the  opening  verses  of  our  lesson 
text  are  an  open  affirmation  of  faith  in  the  love, 
the  mercies  and  the  goodness  of  God. 

(1)  Our  opening  verse  reads,  “The  stead¬ 
fast  love  of  God  never  ceases.”  (RSV)  It  re¬ 
quired  more  faith  than  Israel  had  ever  exercised 
before  to  believe,  at  this  time,  that  God  really 
loved  the  Israelites.  There  may  be  times  when 
we  question  God’s  steadfast  love  for  us.  If  we 
are  ever  tempted,  because  of  some  experience  of 
life  to  doubt  the  unshaken,  eternal  love  of  God, 
we  should  just  remember  that  God’s  love  for 


man  survived  the  cruel,  murderous  spirit  of  man 
at  Calvary  when  man  nailed  Jesus  to  a  cross 
while  He  prayed  for  him.  Whatever  situation  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  let  us  alv/ays  remem¬ 
ber  that  “The  steadfast  love  of  God  never  ceases.” 

(2)  The  writer  also  believed  in  a  God 
whose  “Mercies  never  come  to  an  end.”  (RSV) 
Some  in  Israel  must  have  thought  that  God’s 
mercies  had  come  to  an  end.  The  voice  of  the 
prophet  calls  them  back  from  such  despair. 

(3)  The  writer  of  Lamentations  still  says 
of  God,  “Great  is  thy  faithfulness.”  If  there  was 
a  lack  of  faithfulness  anywhere,  it  was  on  the 
part  of  Israel  and  not  God. 

(4)  The  writer  also  says  of  the  Lord,  “The 
Lord  is  good.”  When  we  stand  in  the  presence 
of  the  wreckage  of  some  of  our  life’s  dreams, 
sometimes  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  sincerely  say 
to  ourselves,  “The  Lord  is  good.” 

The  Book  of  Lamentations  must  have  been 
a  tower  of  strength  to  Israel  in  its  Babylonian 
bondage.  There  are  times  in  our  lives  when  it 
can  be  an  undergirding  power  to  steady  our 
lives  when  shadows  have  come. 

God  Permits  What  Happens 

Our  lesson  tells  us  that  “Though  he  causes 
grief  yet  will  he  have  compassion.”  Wle  are  told 
also  that,  “He  doth  not  afflict  willingly.”  The 
question  is  asked,  “Who  has  commanded  and  it 
came  to  pass?  (RSV)  All  of  these  verses  indicate 
that  whatever  happens  in  the  world  is  permitted 
by  the  Lord.  Everything  that  happens  is  not  in 
accord  with  His  will.  It  could  not  be  so  unless 
He  made  us  as  machines  that  mechanically  fol¬ 
lowed  God’s  will  without  the  power  to  do  other¬ 
wise. 

Man  is  a  free  moral  agent.  He  can  voluntar¬ 
ily  follow  God’s  will  or  he  can  defy  God’s  will. 
Nevertheless,  whether  his  activities  are  good  or 
bad,  the  thing  he  does  is  done  with  power  of 
mind  and  body  that  comes  from  God.  Man  has 
no  mental  or  physical  powers  apart  from  God’s 
life-giving,  life-sustaining  power. 

We  do  have  afflictions  at  times.  They  may 
come  as  the  result  of  breaking  natures  laws.  If 
God  has  anything  to  do  with  any  misfortune  we 
suffer,  we  may  be  sure  that  God  “does  not  afflict 
willingly  any  more  than  a  true  parent  willingly 
punishes  his  child. 

God’s  immediate  will  does  not  always  seem 
to  be  entirely  in  accord  with  God’s  final  will  for 
us.  The  writer  of  Hebrews  12:6  says,  “For  whom 
the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth 
every  son  whom  he  receiveth.”  In  12:11  the  same 
writer  says,  “Now  no  chastening  for  the  present 
seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but  grievous:  nevertheless 
afterward  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
righteousness.” 

Why  Should  We  Complain  Against  God? 

The  writer  of  Lamentations  asked  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Why  should  a  living  man  complain,  about 
the  punishment  of  his  sins?”  He  is  telling  Israel 
that  it  should  not  complain  against  God  for  the 
sufferings  that  had  come  to  its  people  or  for  the 
desolation  that  had  been  left  at  Jerusalem. 

The  writer  is  recognizing  that  it  was  the 
sins  of  the  Israelites  that  had  brought  to  them 
such  terrible  experieftces.  They  should  blame 
themselves  rather  than  God  since  they  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  sins.  The  writer  is  intimating 
that  it  was  the  loving  mercies  of  God  that  had 
allowed  their  afflictions,  if  perchance  Israel 
might  awaken  and  return  to  God  and  follow 
His  will.  Instead  of  complaining  against  God,  the 
Israelites  are  urged  to  repent  of  the  sins  that 
had  brought  the  afflictions. 

Testing  Lite  by  God's  Standards 

The  closing  verse  of  our  lesson  text  reads, 
“Let  us  test  and  examine  our  ways,  and  return 
to  the  Lord.”  Too  often  we  test  our  lives  by 
standards  we  ourselves  have  set  up.  Perhaps  we 
may  measure  our  lives  by  standards  others  about 
us  have  set  for  their  lives. 

We  should  keep  in  mind  that  human  stan¬ 
dards  are  not  the  standards  by  which  we  are  to 
be  judged  when  we  come  to  the  final  test  ot  life 
at  the  judgement.  Our  government  has  a  fixed 
standard  for  weights.  By  government  standards, 
sixteen  ounces  make  a  pound.  Nothing  else  is  in 
accord  with  government  standards.  We  are  told 
that  in  Washington  we  have  a  basic  yard  stick. 

In  America  nothing  can  truthfully  be  called  a 
yard  that  is  not  in  conformity  with  this  standard 
of  measurement.  Whether  we  will  it  or  not,  life 
must  finally  be  tested  by  divine  standards  of 
measurement. 
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ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Missions  -  Centenary  College  ■ 

Theme:  “To  Kindle  ...  A  Growing  Light f9 


* 


MISS  ELIZABETH  STINSON 


Miss  Stinson  a  native  of  Louisiana, 
is  Secretary  of  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion,  Woman’s  Division,  an  office 
she  has  held  since  1948.  Before  this 
she  had  been  a  teacher  of  English 
and  Religion.  She  has  written  arti¬ 
cles  and  lesson  materials  for  publi¬ 
cations  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
has  taught  in  all  types  of  schools 
conducted  by  the  church. 


Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton 

Mrs.  Paxton  is  a  graduate  of 
Mansfield  and  Scarritt,  and  served 
as  a  missionary  in  Cuba  and  among 
Latin  Americans  in  Texas  and  Flori¬ 
da.  She  is  conference  secretary  of 
Spiritual  Life,  and  has  served  her 
local  church  in  many  educational 
capacities. 


Miss  Osment,  vice-president  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  has  at¬ 
tended  Prayer  Retreats  in  many 
schools,  most  recently,  in  May  in 
South  Carolina.  She  has  taught  in 
many  conference  schools,  having 
been  in  Louisiana  in  1957. 


MISS  MILDRED  OSMENT 


Dean:  Mrs.  Wideman  Watson 


Dr.  J.  T.  Carlyon  will  direct  the 
Bible  Hour  Tuesday  through  Friday 
in  the  chapel  from  8:30  to  9:30  a.m. 
This  is  for  everyone,  and  the  theme 
is  “The  Idea  of  God  as  Revealed  in 
the  Scriptures.” 

Dr.  Carlyon  is  a  retired  member 
of  the  North  Texas  Conference,  at 
present  serving  as  Associate  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Lovers  Lane  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas.  Other  pastorates 
have  been  in  Methodist  churches  in 
Missouri,  New  England;  Congrega¬ 
tional  Churches  in  Massachusetts 
and  Texas;  in  German  Reformed 
church  in  Colorado. 

Dr.  Carlyon  taught  in  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver.  He 
is  the  author  of:  Getting  Acquainted 
with  the  New  Testament  and  IN¬ 
TERPRETING  THE  BIBLE  TO 
YOUTH. 


Chairman:  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert 


DR.  J.  T.  CARLYON 


Assistant  Dean:  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patterson 


Treasurer:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Eubank 


REGISTRATION:  Monday,  August  17,  9-11:45  a.m. 

Science  Building 

COST:  Registration  $4.TX);  Room  $1.00  per  day,  per  person 
Meals  $8.50 

STUDIES 

Africa:  Miss  Louise  Robinson,  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bell 

The  Church's  Mission  in  Town  and  Country:  Mrs.  G.  W.  Charlton,  Mrs. 
Berry  B.  Wedemeyer,  Miss  Sheila  Nuttall,  Miss  Mary  Chaffin 

The  Role  of  United  Nations  in  World  Affairs:  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  Dr. 
A.  W.  Wasson 

The  Gospel  of  Luke:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Miss  Elizabeth  Stinson,  Miss 
Mildred  Osment 


CLINICS 

President 

Vice-president 

Treasurer 

Missionary  Education  and  Service 
Christian  Social  Relations 
Spiritual  Life 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Promotion 

Recording  Secretary 
Supply  Work 

Bible  Hour 


August  17-21,  1959 


BEULAH  H.  REITZ 


Miss  Beulah  H.  Reitz  is  a  mission¬ 
ary  retired  from  service  in  South¬ 
ern  Rhodesia  where  she  spent  32 
years  as  teacher  and  worker  in  the 
literature  program  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  One  half-term  in  addition 
to  her  literature  work,  she  served 
as  matron  of  the  African  Girls’  Hos¬ 
tel  in  Umtali. 

Miss  Reitz  will  speak  one  evening 
during  the  Presentation  of  Mission¬ 
aries,  and  will  attend  the  classes  on 
Africa. 


The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in 
World  Affairs 


Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 

Mrs.  Pomeroy,  a  native  of  Baton 
Rouge,  is  a  graduate  of  Silliman 
College  and  Louisiana  Tech.  She  is 
now  vice-president  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  She  has  served  the 
conference  School  of  Missions  as  a 
leader  of  clinics,  workshops  and 
special  programs. 


Dr.  Alfred  W.  Wasson 

Dr.  Wasson  has  served  in  succes¬ 
sion  as  missionary  to  Korea;  pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  School  of  Theology  of 
Southern  Methodist  University ; 
foreign  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South;  and  after  unifica¬ 
tion,  executive  secretary  for  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  Latin  America. 

Dr.  Wasson  is  author  of  CHURCH 
GROWTH  IN  KOREA,  and  THE 
INVINCIBLE  ADVANCE,  a  mission 
gtudy  book.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil  in  Madras.  In  Korea  he  was  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Union  Methodist  Sem¬ 
inary  at  Seoul. 
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Obituaries 

SMITH — Siloam  Springs  and  the 
Siloam  Springs  Methodists  in  par¬ 
ticular,  lost  an  outstanding  leader 
and  member  in  the  death  of  A.  L. 
Smith.  He  died  on  May  29,  1959. 
He  was  a  native  of  DeWitt.  Having 
moved  from  Clarendon  to  Siloam 
Springs  in  1911,  he  gave  nearly  50 
years  of  leadership  and  service  to 
his  adopted  community  and  church. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  dedicated  and 
statesman-like  leadership  to  the 
local  church.  He  was 
a  staunch  Method¬ 
ist.  He  served  as  a 
member  of.  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board;  was  for 
years  a  Trustee  and 
Steward;  served  on 
the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee;  taught  for 
many  years  the 
John  Wesley  Church 
School  class;  and 
served  as  a  District  Steward.  Up  to 
1941  Siloam  Springs  had  two  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  —  one  North,  one 
South.  Mr.  Smith  not  only  lead 
in  handling  the  legal  matters  of  uni¬ 
fication  but  also  led  in  a  states¬ 
man-like  way  in  bringing  the  con¬ 
gregations  together  as  one  united 
church. 

He  was  a  good  citizen,  having  an 
interest  in  anything,  which  would 
better  community  life.  He  served 
on  both  the  city  and  county  schools 
Boards  of  Education.  Active  in 
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American  Legion  Post  29,  he  served 
as  its  Commander.  As  a  Mason  he 
was  awarded  the  32nd  degree  by 
the  Fort  Smith  Consistory.  He,  also, 
gave  active  leadership  to  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  much  time  to 
being  a  citizen  of  the  State.  He 
served  on  the  State  Highway  Com¬ 
mission  and  as  a  State  Representa¬ 
tive  from  Benton  County. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  lawyer  and  held 
membership  in  the  Benton  County, 
Arkansas  Bar  Association  and  in 
the  American  Bar  Association.  He 
received  his  law  degree  from  Cum¬ 
berland  University,  Lebanon,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  did  graduate  work  at 
the  University  of  Chicago. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in 
First  Methodist  Church  at  Siloam 
Springs  on  Sunday  June  1,  1959, 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Edwin  Dodson, 
and  by  a  life  long  friend,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Lindsey. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Addie  Branch  Smith,  one  son,  A. 
L.  Smith,  Jr.,  of  West  Memphis, 
and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Marjorie 
Black  of  Brooksville,  Florida,  and 
Mrs.  Harry  B.  Thomas  of  Houston, 
Texas,  and  five  grandchildren,  Lar¬ 
ry  Black,  of  Grand  Prairie,  Texas, 
and  Lance,  Beth,  and  Peter  Thom¬ 
as,  of  Houston,  and  Arthur  L.  Smith 
III  of  West  Memphis. 

A  Memorial  Garden  is.  planned 
at  the  Siloam  Springs  church  in  his 
memory.  During  his  lifetime  he 
sent  memorial  gifts  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home.  Many  friends 
have  honored  him  with  gifts  to  the 
Home  in  his  memory.  His  life  was 
one  of  helpfulness  to  others  and  to 
his  church. 


NETHERY — Funeral  services  for 
Stanton  K.  Nethery,  Sr.,  a  resident 
of  Baton  Rouge,  were  held  at  Sims- 
boro,  Louisiana  Methodist  Church 
on  Tuesday,  June  30,  1959.  The 
services  were  conducted  by  Dr. 
Virgil  Morris,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  He  was  assisted  by  Rev.  Paul 
Cassel,  pastor  of  Simsboro  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Burial  was  in  Sims¬ 
boro  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Nethery  was  a  native  of  Shu- 
qualak,  Mississippi,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  public  schools.  After  grad¬ 
uation  from  high  school  he  attend¬ 
ed  Mississippi  State  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  School  of  Engineer¬ 
ing  in  1915.  He  volunteered  for 
military  service  in  World  War  I 
and  served  overseas  in  France  and 
Germany  as  a  First  Lieutenant,  un¬ 
til  being  discharged  in  1919.  In  the 
early  1920’s  he  came  to  Louisiana 
and  was  employed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Highways  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1949. 

He  was  a  very  active  member  of 
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the  Methodist  Church  in  the  towns 
throughout  Louisiana  where  he  was 
assigned  to  work.  He  was  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher  for  a  number  of 
years,  taught  in  Vacation  Bible 
Schools  and  on  many  occasions 
filled  the  pulpit  for  the  minister. 
For  many  years  before  his  death 
he  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  Masonic  Lodge,  and 
Knights  Templar. 

In  addition  to  his  wife,  Bertha 
Madden  Nethery,  he  is  survived  by 
a  son,  Stanton  K.  Nethery,  Jr.,  a 
grandson,  Stanton  K.  Nethery,  III, 
three  brothers,  Richard  of  Shuqua- 
lak,  Mississippi,  Tyson  of  Alice- 
ville,  Alabama,  Tom  of  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas,  two  sisters,  Bessie  and 
Florence  Nethery  of  Shuqualak, 
Mississippi. 

Pall  Bearers  were  Ragan  Madden, 
Tom  Madden,  Dave  Madden,  Jack 
Madden,  Walter  Shannon,  and 
Howard  Smith. 

Honorary  Pall  Bearers  were  Ty¬ 


son  Nethery,  Richard  Nethery, 
James  H.  Madden,  John  Mullins, 
Herman  H.  Kelley,  R.  B.  Richard¬ 
son,  Paul  Lirette,  Robert  Bethea, 
Joe  James,  W.  W.  Muse,  Jr.,  and 
Clarence  Edwards. 
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THROUGH  WOOD  DESIGN 

Has  your  Building  Committee  considered  the 
aesthetic  values  of  modern  timber  design? 
Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine,  through  laminated 
beams  and  arches,  offers  exciting  new  architectural 
combinations  that  create  handsome  vaulted  effects 
of  unequalled  charm — and  economy.  Why  not 
check  with  your  architect  and  see  just  how  Regis¬ 
tered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  can  be  of  great  service 
to  your  congregation  and  to  your 
munity ! 

This  Big  ^  is  Your  Guarantee 

of  Dry,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 
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At  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


Approved  Supply 
School  Meets  Need 
In  Supply  Pastors 


Pictured  here  are  those  approved  supply  pastors  from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  who  were 
enrolled  in  the  first  term  of  the  school  for  Approved  Supply  Pastors  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  June  8-July  13.  Dr.  R.  F.  Curl,  director  of  the  school  is  shown  in  second  row,  second 
from  left,  and  Dr.  Frank  Baker,  also  Perkins  staff  member  and  instructor  in  the  school,  is 
shown  at  the  left  in  the  third  row. 


SUtt  Article 

Sixty-one  ministers  of  the  Arkansas-Louisi- 
ana  Area  have  received  or  are  now  receiving 
training  this  summer  at  the  School  for  Approv¬ 
ed  Supply  Pastors,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas,  Texas.  Eighteen  enrolled  in  the  first 
term  of  the  school,  June  8-July  10,  and  43  min¬ 
isters  are  presently  enrolled  in  the  second  term 
of  the  school,  according  to  Dr.  R.  F.  Curl,  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  staff  member,  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  school. 

In  an  interview  with  Dr.  Curl  near  the  close 
of  the  school’s  first  term,  the  director  reported 
a  growing  interest  in  the  school,  a  program  for 
approved  supply  pastors  and  ministerial  annual 
conference  members  on  trial.  The  school  is 
sponsored  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  in 
cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Ministerial 
Training  of  the  General  Board  of  Education, 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  the  High¬ 
land  Park  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas. 

Approved  supply  pastors  are  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors,  not  members  of  an  annual  conference,  who 
are  serving  Methodist  pastorates.  To  qualify 
as  an  approved  supply  pastor,  these  men  must 
meet  certain  study  requirements  and  complete 
courses  of  training  prescribed  by  the  church. 
Most  approved  supply  pastors  have  not  been 
able  to  become  annual  conference  members  be¬ 
cause  of  inability  to  meet  education  qualifica¬ 
tions.  The  Approved  Supply  Pastors  School  is 
an  opportunity  where  approved  supply  pastors 
may  complete  study  courses  to  maintain  their 
standing  as  approved  supply  pastors,  to  qualify 
for  ordination  as  local  deacons  or  local  elders, 
and  in  some  instances  to  eventually  become 
members  of  an  annual  conference. 

The  school  actually  serves  four  different 
ministerial  groups,  according  to  Dr.  Curl.  In 
addition  to  approved  supply  pastors  and  annual 
conference  members  on  trial  working  on  their 
courses  of  study,  the  school  also  has  special 
Spanish  courses  for  approved  supply  pastors  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  which  includes 
Methodist  work  among  Mexican  Methodists  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Also  there  are  special 
advance  courses  for  certain  advance  students, 
formerly  approved  supply  pastors  who  have 
qualified  for  and  have  become  members  of  an 
annual  conference  but  who  have  further  study 
to  maintain  their  conference  membership. 

The  Perkins  Approved  Supply  Pastors  School, 
according  to  many  conference  leaders  with 
whom  we  have  discussed  this  program,  is  meet¬ 
ing  a  great  need  in  furnishing  education  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  approved  supply  pastors.  Confer¬ 
ence  leaders  point  out  that  approximately  one- 
third  of  Methodist  Churches  in  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  are  served  by  approved  supply  pas¬ 
tors.  These  men,  not  being  conference  mem¬ 
bers,  received  their  pastoral  assignments  after 
conference  members  have  been  appointed.  Con¬ 
sequently,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  system  ap¬ 
proved  supply  pastors  serve  weaker  churches. 

The  situation  is  complicated  even  further  by 
the  exodus  from  many  rural  sections  by  rural 
people  to  urban  areas,  leaving  behind  many 
rural  churches  made  weaker  by  this  current 
population  trend.  This  is  a  condition  which 
exists  throughout  most  of  the  rural  sections  of 
Arkansas  and  is  somewhat  descriptive  of  popu¬ 
lation  trends  in  the  northern  half  of  Louisiana. 

Approved  supply  pastors  for  the  most  part 
are  serving  rural  churches.  This  means,  then, 
that  the  Approved  Supply  Pastors  School,  which 
is  helping  to  meet  the  training  needs  of  approv¬ 
ed  supply  pastors,  is  meeting  a  need  at  one  of 
the  most  crucial  points  in  Methodism.  Most 
Arkansas  and  North  Louisiana  rural  churches 
are  doing  well  to  hold  their  own  numerically, 
and  in  many  instances  through  no  apparent 
fault  of -their  own  are  faced  with  declining  mem¬ 
berships.  These  churches  need  aggressive  lead¬ 
ership. 

One  has  only  to  discuss  the  Approved  Supply 


Pastors  School  with  district  superintendents  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  to  be  convinced  that 
this  program  is  serving  a  great  purpose.  District 
superintendents  with  whom  we  have  discussed 
this  matter  all  agree  that  men  from  their  dis¬ 
trict  who  attend  the  school  return  better  equip¬ 
ped  in  many  ways  to  shoulder  their  responsi¬ 
bilities.  Conference  leadership  in  all  three  con¬ 
ferences  of  this  Episcopal  Area  are  now  arriving 
at  a  place  of  full  appreciation  for  the  contribu¬ 
tion  which  the  program  for  these  men  is  making. 

Methodism  is  doing  much  in  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  encourage  approved  supply  pastors  to 
participate  in  this  program.  For  example  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  appropriating  $10,- 
500  annually;  Dallas’  Highland  Park  Methodist 
Church,  a  next  door  neighbor  to  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  contributes  $4,250;  the  General 
Board  of  Education  is  making  available  $3,700; 
the  General  Board  of  Missions  contributes 
$1,000;  more  than  $2,000  comes  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences  supporting  members  on  trial  who  at¬ 
tended  school.  Out  of  these  funds  those  attend¬ 
ing  the  school  receive  scholarships  which  cover 
their  room  and  board,  travel,  subsistence,  and 
books.  Salaries  for  staff  members  of  the  school 
are  borne  largely  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
($9,081),  in  cooperation  with  the  General  Board 
of  Education  ($2,000)  and  Highland  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  ($2,250). 

In  addition  several  of  the  conferences  are 
paying  additional  travel  and  book  allowances. 
This  means  that  any  approved  supply  pastor  in 
Arkansas  or  Louisiana  can  attend  one  of  two 
five  weeks  sessions  of  the  School  for  Approved 
Supply  Pastors  at  practically  no  cost  to  himself 
or  his  pastoral  charge. 

That  this  program  is  meeting  with  a  greater 
response  is  shown  by  attendance  figures  made 
available  by  Dr.  Curl.  The  school  began  in 
1947  with  the  enrollment  of  41.  By  1953  the  en¬ 
rollment  had  grown  steadily  to  174.  In  1958 
the  enrollment  was  263.  The  1959  enrollment  is 
the  second  highest  in  the  school’s  13  years,  246 
students. 


Sixty-one  ministers  or  approximately  25%  of 
all  those  enrolled  in  the  1959  session  are  from 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  This  high  level 
of  participation  is  a  reflection  of  the  keen  in¬ 
terest  which  several  annual  conference  Boards 
of  Ministerial  Training  have  in  the  Perkins 
School.  The  leadership  of  these  boards  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  time  when  an  even  larger 
number  of  approved  supply  pastors  will  take 
advantage  of  this  unusual  opportunity.  They 
and  their  church  have  everything  to  gain. 

A  list  of  those  attending  the  first  term  of 
school  is  as  follows: 

Little  Rock  Conference:  Rev.  Robert  W.  Johnson. 
Murfreesboro;  Rev.  James  Ellis  Robken.  Texarkana: 
and  Rev.  Harold  E.  Wright,  Almyra. 

Louisiana  Conference:  Rev.  L.  Price  Allen.  Oil  City; 
Rev.  John  Dixon  Bell.  Kilbourne;  Rev.  Jim  E.  Constable, 
Bienville;  Rev.  Roland  Byron  Crosby,  Bonita;  Rev. 
William  M.  Finnin,  New  Orleans;  Rev.  Edwin  H.  House, 
Jr.,  Crowville;  Rev.  John  McClain  Lee,  Shreveport; 
Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe,  Hodge;  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain. 
Minden;  Rev.  Leon  T.  Marsalis,  Dubach;  Rev.  Jimmie 
D.  Pyles,  Eros;  Rev.  Harold  R.  White.  Rodessa;  and 
Rev.  Johnnie  C.  Zerangue,  Lockport. 

North  Arkansas  Conference;  Rev.  Olen  Ray  Mon- 
crief,  Evening  Shade;  and  Rev.  Charles  P.  Reed.  Beech 
Grove. 

A  list  of  those  attending  the  second  term  of 
school  is  as  follows: 

North  Arkansas  Conference:  Rev.  Laymon  L.  Bounds. 
Black  Oak;  Rev.  Raymond  Brooks,  Magazine;  Rev.  John 
R.  Chapman,  Cherry  Valley;  Rev.  Britt  H.  Cordell. 
North  Little  Rock;  Rev.  Wilbert  R.  Feagan,  Rogers; 
Rev.  Druie  L.  Gilliam,  Beebe;  Rev.  Loyd  G.  Hardin. 
Bentonville;  Rev.  J.  B.  Harris,  Rector;  Rev.  Cecil  S. 
Harrison,  Joiner;  Rev.  Raymond  Hawkins,  Lamar;  Rev 
Felix  Holland,  Centerton;  Rev.  J.  T.  Holland,  Bono;  Rev 
James  H.  Holt,  Jr.,  Marmaduke;  Rev.  Rayburn  Jackson. 
Atkins;  Rev.  Joe  E.  Linam,  Huntsville;  Rev.  Oliver 
Logan,  Bellefonte;  Rev.  Carl  V.  Matthew,  Waldron; 
Rev.  R.  Gaston  Matthews.  Hunter;  Rev.  H.  Doyle  Mil¬ 
lard,  State  Sanatorium;  Rev.  M.  J.  Pollard,  Vanndale; 
Rev.  Graham  W.  Sellers,  Pangburn;  Rev.  Orval  Stahl, 
Farmington;  Rev.  Benny  J.  Vancleve,  Kieser;  and  Rev. 
Russell  C.  Yarbrough,  Goshen. 

Louisiana  Conference:  Rev.  John  C.  Bonds.  Living¬ 
ston;  Rev.  R.  E.  Carter,  Calhoun;  Rev.  M.  L.  Davis. 
Montgomery;  Rev.  R.  Roy  Grant,  Ringgold;  Rev.  D.  J- 
Hall.  Elton;  and  Rev.  Henry  E.  Pickett,  Horn  beck. 

Little  Rock  Conference:  Rev.  Bruce  H.  Bean.  Nash¬ 
ville;  Rev.  James  W.  Beck,  Kingsland;  Rev.  William  C 
Chenault,  Traskwood;  Rev.  Earl  Devasier,  Lockesburg: 
Rev.  Eugene  Gilliam,  Village;  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jackson. 
Louann;  Rev.  William  R.  Johnson,  Hatfield;  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Lea,  Arkadelphia;  Rev.  Ira  M.  Mitchell.  Tichnor: 
Rev.  Weldon  Rye,  Mena;  Rev.  James  H.  Shaddox,  Hope: 
Rev.  Hollis  H.  Simpson,  Mena;  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Worthey. 
Mena. 
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Martin  Bldg,  and 
Willson  Infirmary 
To  Be  Dedicated 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal 
Area  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Western  Methodist  Assembly 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  will  dedicate  the  Paul  and 
Mildred  Martin  Building  and  the  J. 
M.  Willson  Infirmary  at  11:30  a.m. 
Wednesday,  August  19th. 

Bids  were  received  in  December 
of  1956,  for  the  erection  of  the 
$110,000  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin 
Building.  The  Y-shape  13,666  square 
foot,  one-story  building,  consisting 
of  class  rooms,  a  chapel,  visual  aid 
room,  rest  rooms,  storage  closets, 
is  one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  its 
type  in  the  Church. 

The  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin 
Building  was  opened,  June  13,  1957. 
It  was  made  possible  by  contribu¬ 
tions  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 
The  Chapel  in  the  Building  was 
given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Perkins 
of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  the 
Visual  Education  Room  was  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  T.  L.  James  family  of 
Ruston,  Louisiana. 

The  Western  Methodist  Assembly 
serves  as  the  training  center  for  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Jurisdiction  is  composed  of 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Kansas,  Ne¬ 
braska,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Texas, 
and  New  Mexico. 

The  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin 
Building  will  be  presented  for  dedi¬ 
cation  by  Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  who 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  from  1950-59.  The  new  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Assembly,  Rev.  E. 
G.  Kaetzell,  will  lead  the  group  in 
the  Affirmation  of  Faith,  and  the 
prayer  will  be  given  by  Rev.  Paul 
Womeldorf,  the  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Montgomery  of  Poplar 
Bluff,  Missouri,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  will  biyng  the 
address. 

J-  M.  Willson  of  Floyada,  Texas 
will  present  the  J.  M.  Willson  In¬ 
firmary  for  dedication.  Rev.  Lamar 
S.  Clark,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jasper,  Texas,  will 
Pronounce  the  benediction.  The  J. 
M-  Willson  Infirmary  is  being  used 


Approximately  200  pastors  and  their  wives  have  been  in  attendance  this 
week  at  the  annual  session  of  the  Louisiana  Pastors'  School  on  the  Centenary 
College  campus  in  Shreveport.  Registration  for  the  school  began  on  Monday 
morning,  and  the  closing  session  is  scheduled  for  Friday  noon. 

School  leaders  expressed  satisfaction  with  this  year's  attendance  which 
compared  favorably  with  attendance  of  recent  years,  in  spite  of  a  change 
in  date  of  the  school.  The  time  had  been  advanced  about  three  weeks. 

Dr.  Jolly  Harper,  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District,  served  as 
dean  of  the  school  which  offered  three  courses  to  registering  pastors.  Rev. 
Luther  Booth  of  Bastrop  is  chairman  of  the  school's  Board  of  Managers. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  school  was  a  banquet  held  on 
Thursday  evening  honoring  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area. 

Dr.  Homer  Ellis  Finger,  president  of  Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  was  the  platform  speaker. 

Pictured  above  are  Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway  of  Houma,  school's  registrar, 
Dr.  Harper,  and  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  of  Shreveport,  executive  secretary  of 
the  conference  Board  of  Education,  one  of  the  sponsoring  agencies  of  the 
school. 


Do  You  Want  To  Serve  As  General 
Conference  Page  or  Usher ,  April  27-May  11? 

Inquiries  concerning  service  as  ~ 


pages  and  ushers  for  the  quadren¬ 
nial  meeting  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church 
may  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Walter  G. 
Williams  of  Denver,  Colorado,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  Glen  R.  Phillips 
of  Denver,  host  Bishop  for  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  schedule  to  meet 
next  year. 

General  Conference  has  been  set 
for  April  27-May  11,  and  will  meet 

for  the  first  time  this  summer.  It 
was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Willson  of  Floydada,  Texas. 


in  Denver.  Dr.  Williams’  address  is: 
The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201 
South  University,  Denver  10,  Colo¬ 
rado. 

In  the  past,  several  ministers  in 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  have 
served  in  these  capacities. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the' 
period  Aug.  13-Aug.  22  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  ior 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


August  13  I  Peter  5:6-14 

August  14  II  Peter  1:1-15 

August  15  II  Peter  1:16-2:3 

August  16  II  Peter  2:4-10a 

August  17  II  Peter  2:10b-16 

August  18  II  Peter  2:17-22 

August  19  II  Peter  3:1-7 

August  20  II  Peter  3:8-18 

August  21  I  John  1:1-10 

August  22  I  John  2:1-6 


Protestant  Hour 
Scheduled  To 
Begin  August  16 

Broadcasts  are  scheduled  to  begin 
on  Sunday  August  16  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  series  of  The  Protestant  Hour 
radio  program.  The  series  featuring 
Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas,  will  continue  each  Sunday 
through  October  18. 

The  following  radio  stations  in 
Louisiana  have  scheduled  the  broad¬ 
cast  at  the  announced  hours. 

Bogalusa,  WIKC,  9:30  a.m. 

Jennings,  KJEF,  3:30  p.m. 

Lake  Charles,  KPLC,  8:00  p.m. 

Lake  Providence,  KLPL,  9:30  a.m. 

Minden,  KASO,  4:00  p.m. 

Monroe,  KNOE,  6:00  p.m. 

New  Iberia,  KVIM,  1:30  p.m. 

Wed. 

New  Orleans  WDSU,  10:00  a.m. 

Shreveport,  KWKH,  6:30  a.m. 

The  Methodist  Series,  consisting 
of  twelve  30-minute  worship  pro¬ 
grams,  is  a  project  of  the  Joint  Ra¬ 
dio  Committee  of  the  Southeastern 
and  South  Central  Jurisdictions  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Methodist  .Television, 
Radio  and  Film  Commission.  It  is 
produced  at  the  Protestant  Radio 
and  Television  Center,  Atlanta. 

Human  Relations 
Conf.  To  Probe 
Four  Major  Areas 

Dallas,  Texas  (MI)  —  Panels  and 
discussion  groups  at  the  Methodist 
Conference  on  Human  Relations,  to 
be  held  here  Aug.  31-Sept.  4,  will 
probe  four  major  areas  —  housing, 
education,  employment  and  the 
church. 

The  conference,  which  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  attract  some  1,200  delegates 
from  all  parts  of  the  nation,  will  be 
held  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.  It  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  eight  general  boards  and 
agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Background  and  resource  materi¬ 
als  for  the  conference  have  been 
prepared  by  a  group  of  four  experts 
in  the  field  of  human  relations. 

Dr.  Edward  O.  Moe,  professor  of 
sociology  at  Michigan  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Lansing,  and  specialist  in 
sociology  for  the  Michigan  Coopera¬ 
tive  Extension  Service.  Dr.  Moe 
will  also  serve  as  coordinator  of 
group  involvement  at  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

Dr.  Dan  W.  Dodson,  professor  of 
education  and  director  of  human 
relations  and  community  studies 'at 
New  York  University’s  School  of 
Education. 

Dr.  Harvey  J.  D.  Seifert,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  ethics  at  Southern 
California  School  of  Theology, 
Claremont. 

The  Rev.  Frank  E.  Shuler,  pastor 
of  Calvary  Methodist  Church,  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Ohio. 
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REV.  R.  E.  PEYTON,  pastor  of  the  Arcadia 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  guest  evangel¬ 
ist  in  revival  services  at  the  Gibsland  Methodist 
Church,  August  16-23.  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones  is  the 
pastor. 

REV.  C.  E.  McKENZIE,  pastor  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  Monroe,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  church 
on  Monday,  July  27.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is'  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

DR.  BILLY  L.  TURNEY,  layman  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  spoke  at 
the  morning  worship  service  of  the  church  on 
Sunday,  July  26.  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  pastor,  was  on 
vacation. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  both  morning 
worship  services  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Mjnden,  on  Sunday,  August  2.  Rev.  Merlin  W. 
Merrill,  pastor  was  on  vacation. 

REV.  HENRY  RICKEY,  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  preached  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Munholland 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Sunday,  August  2.  Rev.  Edward  Harris,  pastor, 
was  on  vacation. 

REV.  GEORGE  W.  HARBUCK,  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District,  will  preach  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  Sunday,  August  16.  The 
pastor,  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  and  family  will  be 
on  vacation.. 

DR.  FRANK  STAGG,  professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  Greek  at  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Elysian  Field 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday, 
July  26.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  W.  L.  DOSS,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  of  the  Haynesville  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Sunday,  July  19.  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold, 
pastor  of  St.  Luke  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  preached  at  the  evening  service.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  K.  G  Rorie  was  attending  the  National 
Town  and  Country  Conference  in  Wichita,  Kan¬ 
sas. 

THE  METHODIST  SERIES,  The  Protestant 
Hour,  will  present  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas,  beginning  August  16  and  continuing  to 
October  18,  1959.  The  radio  broadcast  will  be 
heard  on  350  stations  in  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world  on  the  armed  forces  radio 
network. 

REV.  LOYD  E.  WILLIAMS,  pastor  of  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  in  evangelistic  services  at  the  Mt.  Moriah 


Methodist  Church,  July  20-26.  He  reports  the 
attendance  as  excellent  throughout  the  meeting. 
There  were  five  additions  to  the  church,  three 
on  profession  of  faith  and  the  other  two  from 
another  denomination.  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Arcadia-Mt.  Moriah  Charge. 


THE  SANCTUARY  CHOIR  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Alexandria,  presented  a 
program  of  music  at  the  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ice  Sunday,  July  26,  under  the  direction  of  Paul 
D.  White.  Miss  Pat  Hudson  was  at  the  organ. 
Mrs.  Clara  W.  Pearson  is  president  of  the.  choir; 
Don  Fuller,  vice-president;  and  Mrs.  Bebe  Tarv¬ 
er,  secretary-treasurer.  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  INTERMEDIATES  of  the  Logansport 
Methodist  Church  began  a  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paign  for  purchase  of  a  moving  picture  machine 
for  the  church,  but  recently  changed  their  plan 
and  purchased  a  beautiful  all  metal  lawn  bulletin 
board  50x57  feet,  with  an  electric  clock.  The 
lights  were  officially  turned  on  for  the  first  time 
Sunday  night,  August  2.  The  board  will  carry  a 
different  “Sidewalk.  Sermon”  each  week.  Rev. 
James  B.  Grambling  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HOWARD  DAUGHENBAUGH,  JR.,  di¬ 
rector  of  Tulane  Newcomb  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  New  Orleans,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
both  morning  worship  services  of  the  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday, 
July  26.  Rev.  James  McLean,  pastor  of  the  St. 
Claude  Heights  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
spoke  at  the  evening  service.  Dr.  Henry  Bowdon, 
pastor  of  the  Carrollton  Church,  was  preaching 
at  the  Homecoming  Service  of  the  Grove  Hill 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Louisiana. 


rLLIAM  M.  REID,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Reid,  is  the  recipient  of  a  fellowship 
from  the  Institute  for  American  Universities, 
affiliated  with  the  University  of  Aix-Marseille, 
located  in  Aix-en-Provence,  France.  He  will 
depart  the  United  States  from  New  York  City 
aboard  the  Italian  liner,  Guilio  Caesari,  about 
Sept.  15,  and  arrive  in  Cannes,  France,  near  Sept. 
26  so  as  to  reach  his  destination  for  enrollment 
in  the  fall  semester.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Reid  is  pastor 
of  the  Plaquemine  Methodist  Church. 


REV.  FALCON  L.  HEARNE,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Chatham,  announces  a 
revival  to  be  held  at  the  church  August  16-23. 
It  will  be  a  “do  it  yourself”  meeting.  The  pastor 
will  serve  as  the  evangelist  and  Miss  Billie  Jean 
Head  will  be  in  charge  of  the  music.  Plans  are 
for  all  departments  of  the  church  to  take  a  part 
in  the  revival.  Services  for  the  morning  will  be 
6:00-7:00  Tuesday  through  Friday.  Evening 
services  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  The  church, 
through  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hearne,  has  extended  an 
invitation  to  all  during  the  meeting. 

The  danforth  foundation,  inc.,  st. 

Louis,  Mo.,  has  announced  the  appointment 


of  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Parrott,  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State  Universi¬ 
ty,  Baton  Rouge,  as  one  of  thirteen  national  re¬ 
cipients  of  the  Danforth  Campus  Christian  Work¬ 
er  Grant  for  1959-60.  Rev.  Parrott,  one  of  the 
two  Methodist  recipients  for  this  year,  is  to  spend 
his  Danforth  year  at  Vanderbilt  University 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  studying  philosophy  and  theol¬ 
ogy.  On  leave  from  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation 
he  will  be  succeeded  during  the  1959-60  school 
year  by  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Babington. 

PINK  AND  AMBER  tinted  cathedral  glass  has 
recently  been  installed  in  the  sanctuary  win¬ 
dows  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Logans¬ 
port.  Sixteen  windows  in  all  at  a  total  cost  of 
$880.00.  This  completes  a  six  year  program  of 
building  and  remodeling.  The  total  property 
value  at  that  time  was  $21,000.00  and  is  now  ap¬ 
proximately  $160,000.00  with  no  indebtedness. 
Recently  one  quarter  of  a  block  was  purchased 
just  south  of  the  new  Educational  Building  on 
which  a  new  brick  parsonage  will  be  built  in 
the  near  future.  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  is 
now  serving  his  seventh  year  as  pastor  of  the 
church. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Natchitoches, 
announce  that  James  Ford  and  Mrs.  W.  K 
Norman  have  accepted  positions  as  choir  direc¬ 
tors.  They  will  assume  their  duties  in  August. 
Mr.  Ford  will  direct  the  chancel  and  youth 
choirs,  while  Mis.  Norman  will  have  charge  of 
the  children’s  choir.  A  graduate  of  L.S.U.  Mr. 
Ford  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  with  a 
major  in  voice.  He  replaces  William  C.  Groves, 
who  is  moving  to  Lake  Charles,  where  he  will 
teach  music  in  the  public  school  system.  Mrs. 
Norman  replaces  Mrs.  William  C.  Groves,  who 
will  also  teach  in  the  Lake  Charles  public  school 
system.  Rev.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  FELLOWSHIP  CLASS  of  the  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  met 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Moncrief  Fri¬ 
day  night,  June  26,  for  its  regular  monthly  so¬ 
cial  and  business  meeting.  New  Officers  elected 
to  serve  for  the  next  six  months  are:  S.  D.  Sim¬ 
mons,  Jr..,  president;  Mrs.  Pete  Moss,  first  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Simmons,  second  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  F.  C.  Dennington,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Denton,  reporter.  As 
the  church  is  now  building  a  new  Educational 
Building;  the  class  voted  to  furnish  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  for  its  project.  After  the  business 
meeting  all  present  enjoyed  home-made  ice  I 
cream  and  cake.  Rev.  George  W.  Ross  is  pastor  I 
of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  H.  GILES,  pastor  of  the  Slidell  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  reports:  “All  askings  from  the 
general  conference,  district,  and  ‘specials’  were 
reported  paid  in  full  for  the  entire  conference 
year  1959-60  at  the  Quarterly  Conference  held 
at  the  church  on  Sunday  evening,  August  2.” 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Giles  also  reported  twenty  of  the 
young  people  having  attended  district  camping 
activities  at  Istrouma  Methodist  Camp  recently. 
Miss  Hoyt  Curtiss,  under  W.S'.C.S.  Home  Divi¬ 
sion,  has  successfully  led  in  a  week  of  “Youth 
Activities”  at  the  church.  There  were  136  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Vacation  Church  School  held  August 
3-7.  A  picnic  was  provided  for  the  closing  night 
of  the  school  by  the  Men’s  Club.  Handwork  from 
the  school  was  displayed  at  the  evening  worship 
service  on  Sunday,  August  9. 
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MINDING  OUR  BUSINESS 

The  late  Glenn  Trank  once  said  that  if  we  were  to  talk  about 
our  religious  interests  in  the  same  normal  matter-of-fact  manner  that 
we  speak  of  our  business  affairs,  we  could  start  a  revival  of  religion 
in  America  in  a  few  weeks.  When  we  grasp  the  truth  that  all  our 
business  is  a  part  of  our  Heavenly  Father’s  business,  we  no  longer 
rate  some  occupations  as  secular  and  others  as  sacred;  we  no  longer 
treat  our  work  as  a  hand-to-mouth  existence,  but  we  raise  it  to  man- 
to-God  nobility. 

It  is  pathetic,  isn’t  it,  how  petty  our  business  can  become  when 
divorced  from  any  divine  relationship?  Just  a  little  daily  round  of 
money  grubbing  and  money  grabbing,  keeping  our  eyes  on  the  grind¬ 
stone  while  we  sharpen  the  tools  for  making  a  living,  of  which  we 
eventually  begin  to  tire,  and  then  we  feel  infirmity  coming  on.  Is  it 
much  wonder  that  Mark  Twain  in  a  fit  of  melancholy  once  burst 
forth  in  a  bitter  indictment  of  life’s  drab  tragedy? 

Some  people  look  upon  their  work  as  a  drudgery  which  they 
have  to  endure  to  make  enough  money  to  live  after  hours.  Such 
persons  work  as  few  hours  as  possible,  and  then  all  too  often  find 
their  leisure  just  about  as  unsatisfying  as  their  labor. 

Others  of  us  may  enjoy  our  work,  get  all  wrapped  up  in  it,  and 
then  become  miserable  when  age  forces  us  to  retire.  A  refined 
woman  went  across  to  her  neighbor  and  apologized  for  her  husband’s 
behavior.  She  was  aware  that  his  gruff  coarse  language  was  being 
heard  next  door.  She  said:  “You  must  understand  that  my  husband 
is  not  quite  himself  these  days.  He  has  just  been  retired  and  he 
doesn’t  know  what  to  do  with  himself.  He  has  become  very  hard 
to  live  with." 

If  we  are  to  avoid  the  twin  evils  of  taking  our  work  as  drudgery 
or  taking  our  retirement  as  imprisonment,  we  must  see  our  work  in 
its  larger  setting.  We  must  see  our  business  as  part  of  God’s  busi¬ 
ness.  As  Maltbie  Babcock  wrote:  “The  circle  of  business  activity  is 
not  tangent  to  the  circle  of  God’s  service,  but  concentric,  a  little  circle 
in  a  great  one.”  This  we  can  feel  only  if  we  practice  William  James’ 
principle  that  “the  great  use  of  life  is  to  spend  it  for  something  that 
will  outlast  it.” 

Having  seen  that  our  business  can  be  a  part  of  God’s  business, 
we  must  go  on  to  see  secondly  that  we  must  specifically  concern 
ourselves  to  mind  God’s  business.  When  we  say  that  everything  is 
God’s  business,  there  is  danger  that  we  may  lapse  into  the  attitude 
of  a  certain  layman  I  once  knew.  When  he  was  asked  to  give  part 
of  his  income  to  the  Lord,  he  replied,  “Why,  everything  I  have  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Lord.”  But  so  far  as  I  could  learn  he  never  made  any 
entries  in  the  Lord’s  account. 

His  attitude  toward  God  was  like  that  of  a  certain  husband 
toward  his  wife.  He  would  say  sentimentally,  “Everything  belongs 
to  both  of  us.”  But  so  far  as  I  could  discover  the  poor  wife  had  to 
take  his  word  on  faith,  that  is  “as  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.” 

Granted  that  everything  belongs  to  God  and  our  business  is  a 
part  of  God’s  business,  nevertheless  we  have  to  do  specific  things  to 
remind  ourselves  of  God’s  part  in  our  program.  To  be  sure,  you  can 
be  about  God’s  business  in  your  office  as  well  as  in  church,  but  if  you 
keep  ever  in  the  atmosphere  of  your  office  without  ever  going  to 
church,  you  are  likely  to  forget  God’s  partnership. 

It  was  on  a  Christmas  Eve,  according  to  Dickens’  “Christmas 
Carol”  that  hard-fisted  Scrooge  beheld  the  ghost  of  his  dead  busi¬ 
ness  partner,  the  equally  uncharitable  Jacob  Marley.  The  ghost  was 
in  great  agony.  It  had  come  back  to  warn  Scrooge  against  making 
Marley’s  mistake  of  wasting  opportunities  for  goodness  and  kindness. 
To  comfort  the  wailing  ghost,  Scrooge  said  consolingly:  “But  you 
were  always  a  good  man  of  business,  Jacob.” 

“Business,”  cried  the  ghost,  wringing  its  hands  again,  “Mankind 
was  my  business.  The  common  welfare  was  my  business;  charity, 
mercy,  forbearance  and  benevolence  were  all  my  business.  The 
dealings  of  my  trade  were  but  a  drop  of  water  in  the  comprehensive 
ocean  of  my  business!” 

Yes,  God’s  business  is  our  business.  And  we  had  better  learn 
it  before  it  is  too  late. 


Colorful  Singapore 

Even  though  I  have  seen  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  cities  all  over  the 
world,  Singapore  seems  to  be  in  a 
class  by  itself.  In  its  harbor  one 
sees  ships  from  most  of  the  ports 
of  the  world.  Since  the  harbor  is 
comparatively  shallow  the  large 
ships  stand  out  to  sea  and  the  wide 
stevedore  boats  go  out  to  bring  the 
cargo  to  shore,  swarm  around  a 
ship  like  a  crowd  of  hungry  chil¬ 
dren  around  the  ice  cream  man. 
Being  an  “open  city;”  a  city  where 
no  duty  is  charged  on  incoming 
merchandise;  one  sees  shops  of  all 
kinds  from  the  ever-present  small 
sidewalk  shops  to  the  modern  sup¬ 
ermarket.  You  can  buy  literally 
anything  you  want  in  the  city. 

I  don’t  know  how  many  different 
races  live  in  Singapore,  but  I  have 
seen  Indians,  Ceylonese,  Burmese, 
Thai  or  Siamese,  Malays  and  Chi¬ 
nese.  All  of  these  in  large  num¬ 
bers  live  there.  I  spent  a  night  at 
the  Chinese  Y.M.C.A.,  which  has 
a  tall,  turbaned  and  bearded  In¬ 
dian  Sikh  as  the  night  clerk.  Also 
there  is  the  everpresent  British 
soldier,  because  even  though  Sing¬ 
apore  and  the  Malay  States  have 
had  their  independence  for  two 
years,  the  British  still  keep  a  large 
garrison  of  soldiers  there.  Most  of 
the  Caucasians  who  are  there  are 
Britishers  and  one  constantly  hears 
the  characteristic  British  expres¬ 
sions  and  accents.  In  the  Method¬ 
ist  churches  we  have  a  number  of 
these  racial  strains.  The  Malays, 
however,  are  seldom  seen  in  our 
churches.  Malays  are  all '  Muslim 
and  count  it  almost  an  insult  to  be 
invited  to  one  of  our  churches. 

All  of  these  classes  and  condi¬ 
tions  that  one  finds  in  this  city 
make  it  sound  as  if  it  would  be  a 
city  of  disconnected  life  and  cul¬ 


ture,  but  it  is  not  so.  In  fact,  that 
is  probably  the  most  important 
fact  "that  the  traveller  from  a  little 
town  in  central  United  States  must 
face  as  he  travels  anywhere  in  the 
East,  and  especially  in  southeast 
Asia.  Throughout  the  cultures  of 
all  the  great  cities  of  the  world  and 
especially  those  of  the  East,  there 
runs  a  strong  undercurrent  of  na¬ 
tionalism.  Truly  the  East  is  wak¬ 
ing  up  to  its  strength,  its  abilities, 
and  its  future.  To  be  sure,  there 
are  many  problems  to  be  overcome, 
but  these  people  who  have  weath¬ 
ered  the  tides  of  national  fortune 
for  several  thousand  years  are  not 
going  to  be  dismayed  by  the  pres¬ 
ent  difficulties  that  they  face. 
Whatever  they  will  do  within  the 
next  century,  they  will  continue  to 
develop  their  own  resources  and 
cultivate  their  native  loyalties. 
Probably  that  is  why  we  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  them  any  more  than  we 
do.  We  like  to  feel  that  we  are  the 
only  nation  with  a  real  plan  for  the 
future,  or  with  a  sense  of  loyalty 
to  our  own  customs  and  habits. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Malaya 
is  in  a  peculiar  position.  It  has  as 
great  a  potential  as  the  Church  has 
anywhere  in  the  world.  What  it 
lacks  the  most  is  leadership  to  take 
hold  of  its  people  and  of  the  people 
surrounding  it.  There  are  hundreds 
of  people  around  every  church 
community  who  want  to  become 
Christians.  Their  lack  of  any  back¬ 
ground  or  knowledge  of  Christian¬ 
ity  makes  the  task  of  information 
almost  a  staggering  one.  But  here 
again  Christianity  has  the  big  op¬ 
portunity  of  the  century  to  bring 
these  people  to  Christ,  or  to  let 
them  fall  into  other  ideologies,  one 
of  which  is  Communism.  If  the 
harvest  is  white  anywhere  in  the 
world,  it  certainly  is  in  southeast 
Asia. 
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Study  group  at  the  Caney  Lake  Intermediate  Camp,  July  6-11. 


Intermediate  Camping 

“A  Mountain-Top  Experience  for  Camper  and  Counselor” 

By  Rev.  Harold  McClung 

Pastor.  Barksdale  Methodist  Church.  Bossier  City 

I  want  to  share  the  experience  which  we  had  at  the  Caney  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Camp  during  our  recent  first  Intermediate  Camp,  July  6th  thru  11th. 
As  I  began  I  am  reminded  of  the  exuberance  and  joy  which  came  to  the 
heart  of  one,  Charles  Wesley  of  old,  as  he  paused  often  while  on  a  journey, 
to  scrap  up  paper  and  pen  upon  which,  in  moments  of  inspirational  frenzy, 
he  might  record  the  visions  of  grandeur  which  beset  him. 

It  seemed  odd  at  first  that  this  week  of  camping  should  have  held  such 
glorious  meaning  for  me,  as  it  did  for  others.  But  especially  did  it  seem 
that  this  was  the  very  height  of  any  religious  experience  which  I  had 
hitherto  known.  In  the  past,  I  had  enjoyed  wonderful  inspiring  moments 


in  Camps  under  the  leadership  of 
such  inspirations  as  the  late  Glenn 
Clark  and  other  prominent  religious 
leaders.  But  this  camp  at  Caney 
Lake  in  which  one  hundred  and 
six  of  us  participated  was  truly  an 
event  to  be  remembered.  The  last 
day  of  the  camp,  which  was  cli¬ 
maxed  with  a  gathering  out  on  the 
hillside  in  which  we  shared  our  ex¬ 
pressions  of  appreciation  and  grati¬ 
tude,  found  both  counselor  and 
camper,  yearning  for  still  yet  an¬ 
other  week. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
camp  it  was  evident  that  things 
were  “happening”  as  the  spirit  be¬ 
gan  to  work  in  our  lives;  we  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  camp  site  with  less  than 
the  compliment  of  counselors  that 
was  needed,  but  before  the  day  was 
over,  we  were  blessed  with  sixteen 
of  the  most  dutiful  and  spirit-led 
leaders  any  camp  has  known. 
Three  ministers  assisted  the  direc¬ 
tor  in  bringing  about  a  well-bal¬ 
anced  program  for  the  week:  Rev. 
Bill  Matthews,  pastor  of  the  Many 
Methodist  Church;  Rev.  W.  D.  Mil- 
ton,  pastor  of  the  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church;  and  Rev.  Bill 
Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Haughton 
Methodist  Church.  The  counselors 
were:  Miss  Dixie  Austin,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Huckabee  and  Mrs.  Marie  Rust  of 
Shreveport;  Jack  Davis,  Mrs.  Pat 
Davis,  Herbert  Gant,  Miss  Kay 
Goss  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hol¬ 
lingsworth  of  Bossier  City,  La.; 
Miss  Jerri  Jones  of  Coushatta,  La.; 
Mrs.  Jim  Robinson  of  Haughton, 
La.;  Miss  Nancy  Stutsman  of 
Greenwood,  La.;  and  Rev.  Harold 
McClung,  Director. 

These,  together  with  a  wonderful 
group  of  obedient  and  progressive- 
minded  intermediates,  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  enjoy  what  shall  forever 
remain  a  blessing  to  all  of  us. 


Family  Night  Held 
At  West  Lake 

The  program  for  the  family  night 
supper  and  fellowship  held  at  the 
West  Lake  Methodist  Church  was 
planned  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Rex 
Squyres  who  gave  the  invocation, 
the  devotional  and  the  benediction. 
The  covered  dish  supper  was  held 
Wednesday,  July  29  at  7:00  p.m. 
with  approximately  eighty  mem¬ 
bers  of  church  families  participat¬ 
ing. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  was 
to  acquaint  the  membership  with 
the  work  being  done  by  the  vari¬ 
ous  commissions.  Commission 
chairmen  were  introduced  by  the 
pastor.  Those  reporting  were  Mrs. 
John  M.  LeTard,  Church  School 
Superintendent;  Thomas  L.  Miller, 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Membership  and  Evangelism;  Mrs. 
Frank  B.  Jones,  chairman  of  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education;  Mrs.  Frank 
Simpson,  chairman  of  Commission 
on  Missions;  L.  H.  Cashen,  chair¬ 
man  of  Commission  on  Finance,  as¬ 
sisted  by  W.  B.  Davis,  Jr.,  who  dis¬ 
tributed  copies  of  the  financial  re¬ 
port  and  explained  the  items  listed; 
also  reporting  were  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Guillory,  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service;  Mrs. 
John  A.  Craver,  Jr.,  president  of 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild;  and 
S.  R.  Burch,  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Fellowship. 

Robert  Hart  reported  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  M.Y.F.  Baseball  .  team 
which  is  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  and 
expressed  appreciation  to  the  spon- 
soring  organization.  The  M.Y.F. 


Crowley  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  Holds 
Ladies  Night 

The  First  Methodist  Church, 
Crowley,  at  7:30  p.m.  July  27  was 
the  setting  for  the  Annual  Ladies 
Night  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club. 
Tom  Prather,  club  president,  was 
most  fortunate  in  securing  Ex-Gov¬ 
ernor  Jimmie  Davis  and  his  group 
of  singers  to  entertain  for  the  oc¬ 
casion.  With  Mr.  Prather  at  the 
door  to  receive  guests  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  C6wen,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lowell  Rue,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Stutes  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley 
Hoffpauir. 

The  invocation  was  given  by 
Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir,  after  which 
Mr.  Prather  introduced  other  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  guests  from  Ope¬ 
lousas  and  Rayne.  After  a  very  en¬ 
joyable  meal,  Mr.  Prather  thanked 
the  many  members  and  their  wives 
who  worked  to  make  the  evening 
such  a  success. 

Highlight  of  the  program  was 
next  as  President  Prather  intro¬ 
duced  his  singers  and  his  accom¬ 
panist.  A  very  receptive  audience 
enjoyed  an  hour  of  music,  fun  and 
entertainment.  Mr.  Davis  captivat¬ 
ed  his  listeners  with  anecdotes  of 
his  childhood  spent  on  a  farm  in 
Tensas  Parish.  His  other  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  entertainment  world 
brought  bursts  of  merriment  from 
the  Methodist  Men  and  their  many 
guests.  Favorite  selections  by  Mr. 
Davis  and  the  quartet  enjoyed  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  were  “Dry  Bones,” 
“Somebody  Cares,”  “Suppertime,” 
“You  Are  My  Sunshine,”  “Amazing 
Grace,”  “What  A  Friend  We  Have 
In  Jesus”  and  many  others.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  program,  Mr. 
Prather  presented  each  entertainer 
a  gift  of  rice  and  souvenir  plate. 

The  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church 
was  filled  to  capacity,  where  covers 
for  125  guests  were  laid  at  three 
long  tables.  The  table  decorations, 
under  the  able  supervision  of  Mrs. 
Claude  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Tom 
Potts,  added  much  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  evening.  The  beautiful  table 
decorations  brought  forth  words  of 
praise  from  Ex-Governor  Davis. 

A  delicious  menu  prepared  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Prahter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mike  Hoffpauir  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cowen. 

Rev.  Fred  Meade,  pastor  of  the 
Rayne  Methodist  Church,  pro¬ 
nounced  the  benediction  at  the 
close  of  the  memorable  evening. 


team  is  coached  by  Robert  Hart  as¬ 
sisted  by  S.  R.  Burch. 

Rev.  Mr.  Squyres  honored  his 
wife  on  her  birthday  following  the 
program.  The  presentation  of  a 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  Life  Membership  certificate  and 
pin  was  made  by  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Squyres,  who  ex¬ 
plained  the  gift  was  from  Mr. 
Squyres.  The  group  joined  in  sing¬ 
ing  Happy  Birthday. 

The  next  family  night  supper 
will  be  Wednesday,  September  30. 

L.  H.  Cashen  is  the  public  rela¬ 
tions  committee  chairman. 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  minister  of 
The  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  with  Mrs.  Dawson,  are  shown 
boarding  an  Eastern  Airlines  plane 
for  the  first  leg  of  their  journey  to 
Paris,  France.  The  Dawsons  left  re¬ 
cently,  flying  to  New  York,  and 
boarding  the  “ Mauretania "  to  sail 
to  France  where  Dr.  Dawson  will 
preach  at  The  American  Church  of 
Paris  during  the  month  of  August. 

While  on  the  Continent,  they  will 
take  sidetrips  to  London,  Rome, 
Venice,  Naples,  and  Geneva,  return¬ 
ing  to  Baton  Rouge  the  first  week 
of  September. 

Dr.  Dawson  is  pictured  with  a 
walking  stick  because  of  an  ankle 
sprain  he  received  while  on  a  visita¬ 
tion-evangelism  tour  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  with  the  Fisherman's  Club  of 
the  Church. 

They  traveled  as  far  as  Cherbourg, 
France  with  Bishop  Dana  Dawson  of 
the  Kansas  Area  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  group  of  Kansas  and 
Louisiana  ministers  the  Bishop  is 
guiding  on  a  tour  of  the  Holy  Land. 

Centenary  Choir 
Music  Available 
Now  on  Record 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  is 
making  its  music  available  to  the 
public  via  a  33-1/3  rpm  long-play¬ 
ing  ten-inch  record. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Voran,  director  of  the 
49-voice  singing  aggregation,  said 
the  non-breakable  record  was  cus¬ 
tom  processed  and  pressed  under 
the  RCA  Victor  label  and  was  pro¬ 
duced  and  published  by  Recorded 
Publications  Co.  of  Camden,  N.  J 

The  disk  is  available  from  the 
J  and  S  music  store  in  downtown 
Shreveport,  from  any  member  of 
the  Centenary'  College  Choir  or 
from  Dr.  Voran’s  office  in  the 
Moore  Student  Center  on  the  local 
campus.  Willie  Andress,  tenor 
member  of  the  choir,  is  serving  as 
sales  manager.  Price  of  the  record 
is  $3.95. 

The  record  contains,  on  one  side, 
the  following  selections:  “Christ 
Lay  in  Death’s  Dark  Prison,”  by  J- 
S.  Bach;  “Salvation  Is  Created,”  by 
P.  Tschesnokoff,  and  “Now  There 
Lightens  Upon  Us,”  by  Leo 
Sowerby. 

On  the  reverse  side  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  selections:  “I’ll  Not  Com¬ 
plain,”  by  Robert  Schumann; 
“Black  Is  the  Color  of  My  True 
Love’s  Hair,”  arranged  by  Stuart 
Churchill;  “Dry  Bones,”  arranged 
by  Livingston  Gearhart,  and  “A 
Melodic  Caravan,”  arranged  by 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  August  23,  1959:  PLEADING  FOR  FORGIVENESS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  DANIEL  CHAPTER  9,  LESSON  TEXT,  DAN¬ 
IEL  9:4-10,  17-19. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  If  my  people  who  are  called  by  my  name  humble 
themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  forgive  their  sin  and  heal  their 
land.  2  Chronicles  7:14.  (RSV) 


With  today’s  lesson  we  begin  the  study  of 
Unit  9,  which  has  as  its  general  theme  ‘‘God’s 
Desire  For  His  People.”  There  are  six  lessons 
in  this  unit.  The  subject  of  the  first  of  these  les¬ 
sons,  which  we  study  today",  is  “Pleading  For 
Forgiveness.” 

Last  Sunday’s  lesson,  taken  from  the  Book 
of  Lamentations,  was  a  study  of  the  situation  at 
Jerusalem  after  it  had  been  over  run  by  the 
armies  of  Nebuchadnezzar.  The  city  and  temple 
had  been  destroyed  and  most  of  the  people  car¬ 
ried  away  into  Babylon  as  captives  and  enslaved. 
Some  one  left  behind,  supposedly  Jeremiah, 
wrote  Lamentations  as  an  expression  of  his  own 
feeling  at  the  desolation  everywhere  in  evidence 
and  also  as  encouragement  for  the  Israelites  in 
Babylon. 

The  Book  of  Daniel,  from  which  today’s  les¬ 
son  is  taken,  is  a  partial  record  of  events  in 
Babylon  while  the  Israelites  were  held  in  bond¬ 
age  there.  Bible  scholars  are  not  agreed  on  the 
writer  of  the  Book  of  Daniel.  Some  think  Daniel 
himself  was  the  writer:  others  fix  the  date  for 
the  writing  as  late  as  166  B.C. 

Those  who  favor  the  later  date  feel,  that 
Daniel  was  written  to  encourage  the  Jews  at 
that  late  date  as  they  were  in  the  midst  of  a 
threat  to  the  very  existence  of  their  religious 
faith,  if  not  their  existence  as  a  nation.  Anti- 
ochus  Epiphanes,  a  Syrian  ruler,  attempted  to 
destroy  Jewish  culture  and  Jewish  worship  and 
substitute  for  them  Grecian  culture  and  Grecian 
religion.  The  result  was  the  Maccabean  Revolt 
which  saved  the  Jews  and  their  religion. 

While  feeling  that  the  stories  about  Daniel 
and  other  religious  heroes  of  the  book  are 
grounded  on  fact,  it  is  felt  that  Daniel  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  help  Israel  to  know  that  God  is  sovereign 
in  human  affairs  and  guides  the  destiny  of  those 
who  trust  and  follow  Him. 

Daniel,  at  the  time  of  our  lesson,  is  approach¬ 
ing  ninety  years  of  age  and  was  very  anxious 
that  the  Jews  be  allowed  to  return  to  Palestine. 
Daniel  had  served  in  a  high  position  in  govern¬ 
ment  under  four  kings,  Nebuchadnezzar,  Bel¬ 
shazzar,  Darius  and  Cyprus.  Daniel  was  in  a 
position  to  do  much  politically  to  open  the  way 
for  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine,  if  he  felt 
it  was  in  accord  with  the  will  of  God. 

Israel  In  Babylonian  Bondage 

At  the  time  of  our  lesson  the  Israelites  had 
been  captives  in  Babylon  for  more  than  sixty 
years.  Many  of  them  had  become  satisfied  with 
their  lot  and  were  ready  to  make  Babylon  their 
home.  A  large  group  of  the  captives  continued 
to  long  for  their  native  land  and  their  beloved 
Jerusalem 

We  will  likely  recall  that  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  before  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  the 
Northern  Kingdom  of  Israel  had  been  over  run 
by  the  Assyrians.  The  ten  tribes  of  this  Northern 
Kingdom  were  carried  away  into  captivity.  They 
were  scattered  over  the  wide  expanse  of  the 
conquering  empire  and  their  identity  as  a  race 
and  nation  was  lost. 

In  contrast  with  that  plan  for  dealing  with 
captives,  the  Jews  of  Jerusalem  and  other  parts 
of  the  Southern  Kingdom  were  settled  along 
the  river  of  Chebar  in  Babylon  and  hence  were 
able  to  retain  their  identity  as  a  race  and  to 
some  degree  their  religious  customs.  While  there 
was  never  any  mass  return  of  captives  of  the 
Northern  Kingdom,  after  seventy  years  in  cap¬ 
tivity,  a  great  mass  of  the  captives  of  the  South¬ 


ern  Kingdom  did  return  to  Jerusalem  and  re¬ 
established  their  city  and  finally  their  temple. 
It  was  this  for  which  Daniel  was  praying. 

Daniel  A  Praying  Prophet 

Daniel  was  one  of  the  large  group  of  cap¬ 
tives  who  were  carried  away  from  Jerusalem 
into  captivity.  He  never  forgot  the  city  he  loved 
and  apparently,  throughout  his  many  years  in 
Babylon,  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  his 
people  would  be  allowed  to  return  home. 

The  opening  verses  of  the  chapter  from  which 
our  lesson  text  is  taken  tell  us  that  Daniel  had 
been  reading  from  the  Book  of  Jeremiah  and 
“I  Daniel  understood  by  books  the  number  of 
the  years,  whereof  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  that  he  would  accom¬ 
plish  seventy  years  in  the  desolations  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem.” 

Since  those  seventy  years  were  just  about 
passed,  Daniel  became  intensely  interested  in 
the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy.  In  the  verse 
just  preceding  our  lesson  text  Daniel  says,  “And 
I  set  my  face  unto  the  Lord  God  to  seek  by 
prayer  and  supplications,  with  fasting,  and  sack¬ 
cloth  and  ashes.”  Our  lesson  begins  with  the 
statement,  “And  I  prayed  unto  the  Lord.” 

Prayer  was  not  a  new  experience  for  Daniel. 
When  he  was  about  to  be  thrown  into  a  den  of 
lions  for  disobeying  a  decree  by  the  king,  Daniel 
6:10  says,  “Now  when  Daniel  knew  that  the 
writing  was  signed,  he  went  into  his  house;  and 
his  windows  being  open  in  his  chamber  toward 
Jerusalem,  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three 
times  a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  to 
God,  as  he  did  aforetime.”  Praying  three  times 
a  day  seemed  to  be  a  custom  with  Daniel. 

It  is  not  surprising  that,  when  the  time  of 
the  release  of  Israel  seemed  to  be  drawing  near, 
that  Daniel  turned  to  the  Lord  in  prayer  for  the 
fulfillment  of  His  promise  that  Israel  would  be 
restored  to  its  homeland. 

Justice  of  Israel's  Punishment  Recognized 

Daniel,  in  his  prayer,  raises  no  question  about 
the  justice  of  the  punishment  that  had  come  to 
Israel.  Neither  does  he  make  any  excuses  for 
the  sinful  conduct  of  the  Israelites  while  they 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  God  in  their  homeland 
before  the  captivity. 

Daniel  first  made  a  confession  of  his  own 
sins  and  then  declared  for  himself  and  all  of  the 
Israelites,  “We  have  sinned.”  He  confessed  the 
fact  that  Israel’s  sin  was  deliberate  and  willful. 
In  his  confession  the  prophet  piles  up  words  in 
his  desire  to  make  a  complete  confession.  He 
says,  (1)  We  have  sinned,  (2)  and  have  com¬ 
mitted  iniquity,  (3)  and  have  done  wickedly, 
(4)  and  have  rebelled,  (5)  by  departing  from 
thy  precepts  and  from  thy  judgements,  (6)  neith¬ 
er  have  we  harkened  unto  thy  servants  the 
prophets. 

The  church  today  stands  before  superhuman 
problems.  We  need  a  Daniel  to  .confess  our  sins 
and  call  us  back  to  repentance  and  forgiveness 
through  the  mercies  of  God. 

To  Us  Belongs  Confusion — To  God  Belongs 
Mercy  and  Forgiveness 

Daniel  draws  a  pointed  comparison  between 
Israel,  the  chosen  people  of  God  and  the  God 
who  chose  Israel  and  promised  its  people  so 
much.  Here  again,  Daniel  raises  no  question 
about  the  justice  of  the  calamities  which  had 
befallen  Israel. 

In  both  the  seventh  and  eighth  verses  of  our 
lesson  text  the  writer  says  “to  us  belongeth 


confusion  of  face.”  We  moderns  would  say  “we 
have  lost  face.”  Daniel  includes  in  this  confes¬ 
sion  the  kings,  princes  and  the  fathers  of  Israel; 
all  of  them  must  stand  before  God  ashamed  and 
confused  because  of  their  sins. 

While  Israel  is  blamed  for  its  willful  sins, 
the  writer  attributes  to  God  now  as  always  the 
virtue  of  Righteousness,  “Righteousness  belong¬ 
eth  unto  thee.”  In  the  9th  verse  the  writer  says 
of  the  Lord,  “To  the  Lord  our  God  belong  mer¬ 
cies  and  forgiveness,  though  we  have  rebelled 
against  him.”  This  is  an  unqualified  condemna¬ 
tion  of  Israel  because  of  its  deliberate  rejection 
of  God  and  a  complete,  unqualified  vendication 
of  God  in  His  dealings  with  Israel. 

Are  Crisis  Prayers  Sincere  and  Effective? 

This  prayer  of  Daniel,  in  a  crisis  of  the  life 
of  Israel,  was  sincere  and  effective.  Daniel 
could  pray  effectively  in  times  of  crises  because 
he  prayed  habitually  as  a  part  of  his  life’s  plans. 

Our  prayers  in  a  crisis  may  be  sincere  and 
they  may  be  effective.  Often  they  are  not.  Crisis 
prayers  are  often  born  of  fear.  To  call  upon 
God  simply  because  we  are  afraid  and  possibly 
only  because  we  are  afraid  is  largely  the  result 
of  instinct  rather  than  faith.  God  is  not  simply 
a  bodyguard  or  handy  man  on  whom  we  can 
call  in  times  of  emergency;  He  is  a  Father  who 
wants  to  share  our  whole  life  with  us. 

Too  many  of  us  are  like  the  little  boy  who 
was  asked  by  the  preacher  if  he  said  his  prayers 
each  morning  and  evening.  The  boy  replied, 
“I  say  my  prayers  at  night,  a  fellow  can  take 
care  of  himself  in  daytime.”  We  may  be  like 
the  men  in  a  boat  in  strange  waters  at  night. 
Frightened  they  began  to  pray.  One  of  the  men 
said  “Boys  stop  your  praying,  you  can  touch 
bottom  with  a  paddle.” 

Any  Christian  may  pray  when  he  is  afraid. 
However,  if  he  prays  only  when  he  is  afraid,  we 
are  “afraid”  that  his  prayers  will  have  little 
value. 

Why  Prayers  for  Forgiveness  Are  Difficult 

Daniel  was  praying  because  he  believed  in 
the  mercies  of  God  and  because  he  believed  in 
the  forgiving  spirit  of  God.  However,  in  order 
to  be  in  such  an  attitude  as  that  God  could  be 
merciful  and  could  exercise  His  forgiving  power, 
Daniel  confessed  his  sins  in  a  sorrowful,  peni¬ 
tential  manner. 

Prayers  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins  are  dif¬ 
ficult.  Such  prayers  are  effective  only  when  we 
recognize  that  we  have  sinned  against  God  and 
make  a  sincere  confession  of  that  sin.  Along 
with  it  we  must  be  so  sorry  for  the  sins  that  we 
want  the  Lord  to  help  us  to  put  them  out  of  our 
lives  forever.  Even  the  prayer  we  pray,  as  a 
part  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  “Forgive  us  our  tres¬ 
passes  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against 
us,”  is  often  a  prayer  for  our  own  condemna¬ 
tion.  If  God  answered  our  prayer  and  forgave 
us  as  we  forgive  those  who  have  wronged  us, 
we  would  never  be  forgiven,  since  too  often  we 
do  not  forgive. 

Daniel  Was  Praying  An  Intercessory  Prayer 

While  Daniel  included  himself  in  his  prayers 
to  God,  in  reality  he  was  praying  for  his  people 
and  confessing  sins  for  them  that  they  would 
not  confess  for  themselves.  We  have  a  great  ex¬ 
ample  of  intercessory  prayer  where  we  find 
Abraham  praying  for  the  cities  Of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  that  they  might  be  spared  even  if 
as  many  as  ten  righteous  could  be  found  in  the 
city.  It  was  Moses  who  prayed  that  God  would 
forgive  Israel  for  its  idolatry.  He  closed  the 
prayer  with  the  statement,  “Yet  now,  if  thou 
wilt  forgive  their  sin.”  Then  he  broke  off  the 
prayer  as  if  he  felt  that  he  was  asking  too  much 
even  of  God  and  added,  “And  if  not,  blot  me, 

I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book  which  hast  writ¬ 
ten.” 

Intercessory  prayer  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
warding  experiences  of  a  true  Christian.  We 
may  be  sure  that  God  is  concerned  if  we  sin¬ 
cerely  pray  for  others.  Christ  heard  prayers 
people  made  for  others  as  readily  as  He  did 
those  they  made  for  themselves. 

Conditions  Necessary  To  Answered  Prayer 

We  should  keep  in  mind  that  all  of  God’s 
promises,  beyond  mere  physical  blessings,  are 
conditional.  Our  Memory  Selection  expresses 
this  fact  rather  pointedly.  This  is  a  promise 
that  begins  with  an  “IF.”  If  we  are  humble, 
and  pray,  and  seek  God’s  face,  and  turn  from 
our  sins,  then  God  will  hear,  and  forgive. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


North  Arkansas  School  Of  Missions  -  Hendrix  College  -  August  24-28,  1959 


Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Week-End- August  22, 23 


Theme:  “To  Kindle  ...  A  Growing  Light 99 

Guild  Week-End:  Registration  Saturday,  1:00  p.m. 

School  of  Missions:  Registration,  Monday  12:30-3:00 — Hulen  Hall 

Dean:  Mrs.  George  Meyer  Chairman:  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown 

Registrar:  Mrs.  R.  T.  Steel  Librarian:  Miss  Ethel  Millar 


Studies 

Africa:  Miss  Mabel  Ruth  Nowlin 

The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and  Country:  Mrs.  Alfredo  Nanez 
The  Role  of  the  United  Nations  in  World  Affairs:  Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson 
The  Gospel  of  Luke:  Dr.  James  S.  Upton 

Clinics 

President,  Vice-President,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Missionary 
Education  and  Service,  Christian  Social  Relations,  Promotion,  Spiritual 
Life,  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Supply  Work. 

Special  Events 

Morning  Watch,  7:15  a.m.,  Hulen  Lounge,  Mrs.  Marshall  Steel,  Leader 

Assembly,  Monday  night  6:45  p.m.,  Miss  Mabel  Ruth  Nowlin,  speaker 

District  Dinner,  Tuesday  evening,  District  delegations  seated  together 

A  Quiet  Evening,  Thursday,  8:30  p.m.,  Chapel,  Mrs.  Alfredo  Nanez, 
leader 

Bible  Hour 


MISS  MABEL  RUTH  NOWLIN 

Miss  Mabel  Ruth  Nowlin  has  been 
one  of  the  missionaries  supported 
by  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  ever 
since  the  Guild  was  organized. 

She  served  in  China  under  the 
Methodist  Church,  first  in  North 
China,  then  in  West  China  until  the 
coming  of  the  Communists  in  1950. 
She  was  loaned  by  The  Methodist 
Church  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Christian  Council  of  China, 
1930-1947. 

After  her  furlough  in  1950,  she 
was  re-assigned  to  the  Methodist 
Mission  in  Singapore,  Malaya.  She 
has  been  engaged  in  Christian  Lite¬ 
rature  work  in  China  and  Malaya. 

Since  her  return  to  the  U.S.A.  in 
1956  she  has  led  mission  study 
groups,  done  a  great  deal  of  speak¬ 
ing  in  churches  and  taught  in 
Schools  of  Missions  in  four  of  the 
Jurisdictions.  She  will  teach  the 
course  on  Africa. 


Dr.  James  S.  Upton,  Professor  at 
Hendrix  College,  will  teach  the 
course  on  “The  Gospel  of  Luke.” 
A  native  of  Arkansas,  he  graduated 
from  High  School  of  Fordyce,  John 
Brown  at  Siloam  Springs,  Hendrix 
College,  and  received  the  B.D.  and 
M.A.  from  S.M.U.  Dr.  Upton  has 
done  graduate  work  at  Northwest¬ 
ern  University,  and  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  a  short  term  course  at 
Vanderbilt.  Over  the  years  Dr.  Up¬ 
ton  has  done  much  youth  work  both 
in  the  church  and  the  communities 
where  he  has  lived.  He  is  at  present 
Director  of  MSM. 


DR.  JAMES  S.  UPTON 


Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson  will  lead 
the  Bible  Hour  in  the  Chapel  Tues¬ 
day  through  Friday  from  8:45  a.m. 
to  9:45  a.m.  Mr.  Gibson  has  both 
his  bachelor’s  and  master’s  degree 
of  art  from  the  University  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  received  the  Bachelor 
of  Divinity  degree  with  Honors  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  1953. 

As  a  student  he  served  summer 
pastorates  at  Sulphur  Springs,  and 
as  associate  at  Central  Church, 
Fayetteville;  since  graduation  he 
has  served  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Gentry,  and  has  been  pastor  of 
Lakewood  Methodist  Church,  North 
Little  Rock  since  February,  1957. 


REV.  WORTH  W.  GIBSON 


MRS.  ALFREDO  NANEZ 

M;rs.  Alfredo  Nanez,  wife  of  the 
district  superintendent  of  the  San 
Antonio  district,  Rio  Grande  Con¬ 
ference,  will  teach  the  course  on 
The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country. 

Mrs.  Nanez  is  a  native  of  Rio 
Grande  City,  Texas,  finished  high 
school  in  Brownsville,  and  received 
her  Bachelor’s  degree  from  the 
University  of  Texas  as  a  member 
of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  She  is  the  head 
of  the  Spanish  Department  at  Saint 
Mary’s  Hall,  an  Episcopal  School 
for  Girls  in  San  Antonio.  She  is 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian,  and  is  con¬ 
ference  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life. 

In  colloboration  with  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Nanez  has  helped  with  the 
(translation  of  the  program  book  for 
the  Woman’s  Society  into  Spanish 
for  the  past  -sixteen  years. 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson  of  Little 
Rock,  will  teach  the  course  on  The 
Role  of  the  United  Nations  in  World 
Affairs.  Mrs.  Henderson  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service,  and  has  served 
as  jurisdiction  secretary  of  Christian 
Social  Relations,  and  Little  Rock 
Conference  president,  and  other  of¬ 
fices. 

Mrs.  Henderson  has  been  active 
in  United  Church  Women,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  National 
Board  of  Managers.  She  has  at¬ 
tended  many  seminars  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations,  and  has  been  an  active 
leader  in  studies  of  world  affairs. 


MRS.  J.  R.  HENDERSON 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


Director’s  Workshop 
Elects  Officers 

Barbara  Meacham  of  Fayette¬ 
ville  and  Harold  Wells  of  Arka- 
delphia  were  recently  elected  to 
serve  as  Chairman  and  Vice-Chair¬ 
man  respectively  of  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Director’s  Work¬ 
shop  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Miss  Mea¬ 
cham  is  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  at  Central  Methodist,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  and  Mr.  Wells  is  Educa¬ 
tional  Assistant  at  First  Methodist, 
Arkadelphia.  Others  elected  to  the 
planning  council  were  Mrs.  O.  C. 
Parker,  Jacksonville,  Texas,  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  Mrs.  Hal  Marshall,  Oma¬ 
ha,  Nebraska,  member  at  large. 
Rev.  John  Flynn,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,, 
will  remain  on  the  council  as  Im¬ 
mediate  past  chairman. 

The  Director’s  Workshop  was 
held  July  9-13  with  Dr.  Howard 
Ham,  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Rev. 
Bob  Clemmons,  General  Board  of 
Education;  and  Rev.  Wayne  Lin- 
decker,  General  Board  as  Resource 
persons. 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Mitchell 

The  daily  Vacation  Church  School 
of  Mitchell,  La.,  Methodist  Church 
was  held  June  15-19.  There  were  21 
in  attendance  with  five  teachers. 

Children  enjoyed  the  hand  work 
and  classes  each  day.  At  the  clos¬ 
ing  a  picnic  was  held,  at  which 
time,  each  child  was  presented  a 
certificate  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Bob- 
bye  Lawton. 


Baker 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Blackwater  Methodist 
Church,  Baker,  La.,  June  29-July 
10  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ellen 
Bliss.  Mrs.  Theo  Carpenter  served 
as  secretary. 

Classes  were  held  during  the  two- 
week  school  for  children  in  the 
nursery,  kindergarten,  primary, 
and  junior  departments.  A  sharing 
period  was  held  in  each  depart¬ 
ment  on  the  closing  Friday  with 
parents  and  friends  in  attendance. 

There  were  twenty-seven  work¬ 
ers  helping  with  the  school.  One 
hundred  and  seven  children  receiv¬ 
ed  attendance  certificates.  The  spe¬ 
cial  project  for  the  school  was  the 
Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry  and 
$30.74  was  contributed  for  that 
cause. 


Baton  Rouge 

The  Jefferson  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge,  conducted  its  first 
vacation  church  school  July  13 
through  17.  As  the  church  was 
only  organized  seven  months  ago 
and  is  still  meeting  in  a  public 
school  building,  the  vacation  school 
out  of  necessity  was  held  at  the 
homes  of  church  members  and 
teachers.  This  fact  made  some  ex¬ 
tra  planning  and  work  necessary 
such  as  tables  and  benches  being 
made  by  a  church  member  especial¬ 
ly  for  the  school. 

The  week’s  program  was  cli¬ 
maxed  the  last  morning  by  a  shar¬ 
ing  time  for  parents  of  the  children. 
Everyone  present  felt  that  it  had 
been  a  successful  school.  Daily  at¬ 


tendance  of  boys  and  girls  ranged 
from  55  to  52.  The  sixteen  leaders 
and  teachers  of  the  school  were: 
the  director — Mrs.  S.  W.  Caraway; 
Nursery  —  Mrs.  M.  G.  Lusk  and 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Rigby,  Jr.;  Kindergarten 
— Mrs.  A.  G.  Miley,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Quinn,  and  Mrs.  T.  L.  Spruill;  Pri¬ 
mary — Mrs.  W.  C.  Ainsworth,  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Hill,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Smith,  Mrs. 
D.  R.  Walker,  and  Mrs.  H.  Z.  Zim¬ 
mer;  Junior — Mrs.  C.  F.  Jacques, 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Kirkpatrick,  Mrs.  D.  H. 
McClure,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Sing,  and  Mrs. 
W.  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  Rev.  S.  W.  Cara¬ 
way  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Shreveport 

This  year’s  Daily  Vacation 
Church  School,  held  from  July  26 
to  31,  proved  to  be  the  biggest  and 
best  in  the  history  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport^ 
with  an  enrollment  of  209,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  the  min¬ 
ister. 

The  program  included  creative 
activities  and  religious  instruction 
each  morning  from  9:00  to  11:30 
with  an  overall  theme  of  “God’s 
World.” 

On  the-  closing  day,,  a  picnic  was 
held,  in  Baird  Hall  of  the  Church, 
at  which  more  than  350  were  pres¬ 
ent,  including  the  parents  of  the 
children. 

Highest  praise  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Robert  C.  Jackson,  Jr.,  Director  of 
the  school,  and  to  her  loyal  staff  of 
helpers  who  made  this  year’s  ses¬ 
sion  such  an  outstanding  success. 


Little  Rock 

Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  is  holding  Vacation  Church 
School  on  August  10-14  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  daily.  The  school 
is  accomodating  three  departments 
of  the  Children’s  Division:  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Primary  and  Junior. 

Teachers  for  the  school  are:  Kin¬ 
dergarten,  Mrs.  Sanders  Bridges 
and  Mrs.  Elmer  Walton;  Primary, 
Mrs.  Charles  Lemon  and  Mrs.  Har¬ 
lan  Holmes;  Junior,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Haydon  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Matkin,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Bill  Fountain  is  in  charge  of 
the  music  for  all  the  departments. 
Rev.  Maurice  C.  Webb  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


“In  The  Christian 
Tradition-Healers!” 

The  ministry  of  healing  is  deeply 
rooted  in  the  Christian  tradition. 
Our  Methodist  Church  carries  on 
this  tradition  through  its  healing 
and  caring  institutions. 

A  glimpse  into  this  story  is  seen 
in  the  World  Service  leaflet,  “In 
the  Christian  Tradition — Healers!” 
The  leaflet  makes  for  excellent  il¬ 
lustrative  material  in  explaining 
the  work  carried  on  by  our  Church. 

The  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes,  one  of  the  17  World  Serv¬ 
ice  agencies  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  is  the  agency  entrusted 
with  the  perpetuation  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  ministry.  World  Service  con¬ 
tributions  enable  these  agencies  to 
accomplish  their  vitally  Christian 
work,  both  in  your  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  around  the  world. 

World  Service  leaflets  are  pro¬ 
vided  to  pastors  at  their  request  in 
quantities  for  use  in  church  schools 
or  for  distribution  to  the  general 
membership. 


MISS  MARIE  NELSON 


Annual  MYF 
Summer  Youth 
Assembly  Held 

The  week  of  June  8-12  approxi¬ 
mately  150  MYF’ers  and  their  adult 
advisors  met  on  the  Centenary 
College  campus  in  Shreveport  for 
their  annual  assembly. 

The  theme  of  the  Assembly  was 
“Christian  Discipleship  —  Follow 
Me”  and  the  theme  hymn  was  “The 
Voice  of  God  is  Calling.”  The  con¬ 
ference  speaker  was  Rev.  Ebb  Mun- 
den  from  New  Orleans.  He  spoke 
on  “A  Christian  Allegory,  The 
Faith  We  Proclaim,  The  Dilemma 
We  Face,  The  Suffering  Servant, 
and  A  Christian  Confession.” 

Each  morning  the  youth  attended 
discussion  groups  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  interest  groups.  Several  eve¬ 
nings  Miss  Nathalie  Pennington,  a 
missionary  representative,  talked  to 
the  group  on  her  mission  work  and 
also  showed  slides.  Each  evening 
Miss  Marie  Nelson  led  the  group 
in  recreation. 

Other  officers  and  leaders  of  the 
Assembly  were:  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold, 
dean;  Miss  Jean  Stephens,  confer¬ 
ence  president;  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 
executive  secretary,  Conference 
Board  of  Education;  and  Miss  Lou¬ 
ise  Sharp,  conference  director  of 
Youth  Work. 

Officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  chosen.  They  are:  Miss  Marie 
Nelson  from  Monroe  as  president, 
Miss  Carolyn  Denison  from  Iowa 
as  vice  president,  George  Kellogg 
from  Hall  Summit  as  secretary, 
Miss  Linda  Rawls  from  Bastrop  as 
treasurer,  and  Miss  Judith  Mayo 
from  Moss  Bluff  as  publicity  chair¬ 
man.  District  representatives  for 
the  new  year  are:  Norma  Lou 
Brown,  Alexandria;  Johnny  Sewell, 
Baton  Rouge;  Bill  Packwood,  Lake 
Charles;  DarLynn  Gilbert,  Monroe; 
and  Walter  Sykes,  New  Orleans. 
The  other  three  district  represen¬ 
tatives  have  not  yet  been  elected. 


Youth 

Activities  Week 

Shreveport 

Friday,  July  17th,  concluded 
Youth  Activities  Week  at  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  La.  The  theme  chosen 


by  the  young  people  was  “Youth 
Talks  Back,”  and  the  Rev.  Barry 
Bailey,  associate  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  devo¬ 
tional  speaker. 

Interest  groups  were  well  attend¬ 
ed,  and  the  response  was  enthusi¬ 
astic.  Leaders  included  Dr.  Stuart 
DeLee,  T.  O.  Perry,  Jr.,  and  Rev. 
Fred  Shirley,  associate  minister  of 
Noel  Church. 

Recreation  was  planned  by  Jay 
Koonce,  director  of  Youth  Activi¬ 
ties  at  Noel,  with  the  following 
leaders:  William  Peeples,  Ron  De- 
viellier,  David  Batt,  Don  Tyler,  and 
Warren  Blakeman. 

Young  people  who  made  up  the 
committees  for  planning  the  activi¬ 
ties  included  Van  Hardaway  as 
general  chairman,  with:  Betty 
Bracken,  Sally  Hinsch,  John  De- 
vereaux,  Sandra  Townson,  Sara 
Hitchcock,  Cora  Mays  Aycock,  Lin¬ 
da  Rosett,  Gary  Montgomery,  Janet 
Mount,  and  Lynn  Maddox. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Youth  Rally  Held 
For  Shreveport 
District,  Aug.  7 

A  Shreveport  District  Youth  Ral¬ 
ly  was  held  August  7,  at  7:15  p.m. 
in  the  Mangum  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  La.  The  rally  opened 
with  hymn  singing,  followed  by  a 
business  session. 

As  special  entertainment,  a  group 
of  youth  presented  an  outstanding 
musical  production  for  those  pres¬ 
ent. 

Dr.  James  Harris,  pastor,  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  delivered  an  inspirational 
message  to  the-  rally. 


★  Bad  Pictures? 

★  Bad  Sound? 

or  completely  broken  down? 


Let  JUNGKIND'S  Repair  Your 
Photographic  Equipment. 


Complete  Photographic 

REPAIR  FACILITIES 

Authorized  Dealer  for  KODAK 
And  BELL  &  HOWELL  Equip¬ 
ment  and  Repairs. 
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Sunday,  July  12th,  was  a  memorable  day  in  the  life  of  Istrouma  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  A  symbolic  service  "the  burning  of  the  mort¬ 
gage"  was  conducted  in  front  of  the  altar.  Holcombe  McQueen,  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  set  fire  to  the  note  symbolizing  the  fact  that  the 
church  was  entirely  debt  free.  In  the  past  six  years  the  church  has  paid  on 
principal  and  in  interest  an  amount  in  excess  of  $210,000.00.  This  repre¬ 
sents  a  figure  of  $35,000.00  per  year  above  operating  expenses.  The  church 
now  has  a  membership  of  1400,  a  full  time  Youth  Director,  a  Minister  of 
Music  and  is  at  the  present  drawing  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  building.  Assisting  Mr.  McQueen  in  the  service  were  the  chairmen 
of  the  Board  for  the  past  six  years  along  with  the  present  chairman.  Rev. 

A.  Jerome  Cain  is  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

Pictured,  I.  to  r.,  are  Rev.  Mr.  Cain,  F.  D.  Trimble,  W.  C.  Sharp,  F.  G. 
Hornsby,  Mr.  McQueen,  L.  F.  Smith,  Allen  Matheny,  and  Fred  Golson. 

The  Wesley  School  of  Religion  Will 
Celebrate  Its  First  Year  of  Operation 

The  Wesley  School  of  Religion,  a  new  venture  in  religion  and  higher 
education  within  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Student  Movement,  will  celebrate 
its  first  year  of  operation  in  September,  1959,  and  will  begin  its  third 
semester  of  organized  courses  in  religion  on  the  college  and  university 
level. 

Legally  corporated  in  the  summer  of  1958,  the  Wesley  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion  began  offering  courses  in  Old  Testament,  New  Testament,  and 
Christian  Ethics  the  following  semester,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr. 
W.  E.  Trice,  pastor  of  the  University  Methodist  Church,  Baton 

Rouge.  Rev.  R.  E.  Parrott,  director  - - - 

of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  L.S.U., 
served  as  the  first  dean.  Courses 
were  offered  at  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  L.S.U.  (which  is  the  legal 
domicile  of  the  school),  and  also  at 
Southwestern  Louisiana  College, 

Hammond,  and  Southwestern  Lou¬ 
isiana  Institute,  Lafayette  on  the 
extension  basis,  awarding  credit 
within  the  structure  of  the  school 
to  15  students.  Nineteen  additional 
students  audited  courses. 

During  the  spring  semester  of 
1959,  the  Wesley  Foundations  at 
McNeese  State  College,  Lake 
Charles,  Northwestern  State  Col¬ 
lege,  Natchitoches,  and  Louisiana 
Polytechnic  Institute,  Ruston,  were 
added  to  the  list  of  college  groups 
giving  credit  in  New  Testament.  A 
total  of  15  students  earned  credit; 
and  additional  four  students  were 
auditors. 

Courses  are  taught  in  the  Wesley 
Foundation  buildings  by  qualified 
instructors  with  a  minimum  of  the 

B. D.  or  M.A.  degree.  Curriculum 
credit  of  one  or  one  and  a  half 
hours  is  awarded  per  semester  at 
present.  Courses  are  taught  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  same  academic  re¬ 
quirements  and  standards  of  the 
college  or  university  in  which  they 
are  being  taught,  although  no  au¬ 
thorized  academic  credit  is  yet 
being  given  to  the  courses. 

Among  the  instructors  for  the 
courses  during  1958-1959  have  been 
Dr.  Marvin  A.  Sansbury,  Rev.  J. 

Woodrow  Hearne,  Rev.  W.  E.  Trice, 

Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Rev.  Jim  Don¬ 
aldson,  Rev.  Bob  Tatum,  and  Rev. 

R.  E.  Parrott. 


The  chemistry  textbook  co-auth¬ 
ored  by  Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin, 
prominent  Methodist  layman  and 
head  of  the  chemistry  department 
at  Centenary  College,  now  is  on 
display  in  the  American  Cultural 
Exhibit  in  Moscow,  Russia. 

Dr.  Entrikin  wrote  the  book,  en¬ 
titled,  “Semimicro  Qualitative  Or¬ 
ganic  Analysis,”  in  collaboration 
with  Dr.  Nicholas  Cheronis  of  the 
department  of  chemistry  at  Brook¬ 
lyn  College,  New  York.  It  was 
originally  published  in  1947  by  the 
Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Publishing  Co. 
and,  in  1957,  was  completely  re¬ 
vised  and  published  by  Interscience 
Publishers,  Inc. 

A  distinguished  group  of  scient¬ 
ists,  librarians,  and  members  of 
the  publishing  industry  selected 
the  publications  to  be  included  in 
the  book  exhibit  of  the  American 
National  Exhibition  in  the  Russian 
City.  Purpose  of  the  exhibit  is  to 
display  American  materials  in 
order  to  increase  understanding  of 
Americans  and  the  American  way 
of  life  among  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  textbook  has  been  officially 
adopted  by  many  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities,  among  them  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  University  of  Hawaii, 
Boston  University,  Louisiana  State 
University,  the  University  of  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  City  College  of  New  York 
and  the  U.  S.  Naval  Postgraduate 
School  in  Monterey,  Calif. 


Frances  Roberts  Shirley  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  soprano,  will  be  guest  soloist 
at  the  National  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Human  Relations  at  SMU, 
Dallas,  August  31 — September  4. 


CENTENARY  CHOIR 
MUSIC  AVAILABLE 
NOW  ON  RECORD 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

Harry  Robert  Wiison  and  including 
the  songs,  “I  Feel  a  Song  Coming 
On,”  “I’m  In  the  Mood  for  Love,” 
“It’s  a  Most  Unusual  Day,”  “Don’t 
Blame  Me,”  and  “Cuban  Love 
Song.” 

The  jacket  is  imprinted  with  a 
stylized  silhouette  of  a  choir  and  a 
brief  history  of  Centenary  College 
and  the  choir  itself. 

Dr.  Voran  said  mail  orders  for 
the  record  now  are  being  accepted 
in  his  office. 


Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  will  lead  the  dedication  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church  Parsonage,  Boga- 
lusa,  to  which  members  of  the  Official  Board  of  the 
church  are  invited,  Sunday,  August  16th  at  2:45  p.m. 

Rob  Crichlow  will  sing  "Bless  This  House "  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Boyd. 

Following  the  dedication  of  the  new  parsonage  an 
Open  House  will  be  held  from  3  to  5:30  p.m.  In  the 
receiving  line  will  be  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Poole,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Crichlow,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Adams,  president  of  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service,  James  Hender¬ 
son,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  Bascom  D.  Talley, 
Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Parsonage  Building  Committee,  and 
Mrs.  N.  H.  Seirsdale,  chairman  of  the  Parsonage  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  $29j000.00  parsonage  has  a  large  living  room 
with  wall  to  wall  carpet,  a  dining-family  room,  a  laundry, 
modern  kitchen  with  all  G.E.  appliances,  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  a  study,  two  and  one-half  baths,  double  carport 


and  year-around  air  conditioning.  Landscaping  is  under 
the  direction  of  Warren  Seal.  The  contracting  company 
was  Seal  Lumber  Company  with  C.  D.  Brumfield  as 
supervisor  for  the  church. 

Serving  refreshments  at  the  Open  House  is  a  com¬ 
mittee  led  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Rigsby  and  Mrs.  Hilda  Lee. 

Providing  music  for  the  occasion  are  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Boyd,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Weeks,  Miss  Carol  Crichlow,  Miss 
Jane  Hill,  Miss  Sandra  Jackson,  and  Glynn  Strickland. 

The  Parsonage  Committee  chose  new  furnishings 
for  the  living  room  and  dining  room  which  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  W.S.C.S.  Members  of  the  Parsonage  Com¬ 
mittee  are:  Mrs.  N.  H.  Seirsdale,  chairman,  Mrs.  G.  F. 
Poole,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Rinehart,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Adams,  J.  E.  Sapp, 
R.  J.  Cruthirds,  Elette  Cooper  and  Warren  Seal. 

Overall  construction  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  Parsonage  Building  Committee.  B.  D.  Talley,  Jr., 
chairman.  Other  members  are:  R.  J.  Cruthirds,  J.  E. 
Sapp,  G.  S.  Adams,  Warren  Seal,  C.  D.  Brumfield,  A.  H. 
Paddock,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Caldwell  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  Siersdale. 


Entrikin  Book  on 
Display  at  the 
Moscow  Exhibit 
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Shown  above  are  Rev.  Jack  Winegart  of  Lake  Arthur  and  Dr.  H.  Ellis 
Finger  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  prior  to  one  of  the  evening  platform  hours  at  the 
Louisiana  Pastors'  School  last  week  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  in 
Shreveport.  Dr.  Finger,  president  of  Millsaps  College,  was  the  platform 
speaker  and  Rev.  Mr.  Winegart  was  in  charge  of  music  for  the  services. 
The  school  drew  a  registration  of  170  pastors,  including  several  of  the 
pastors'  wives  who  had  their  own  discussion  group.  Three  courses  were 
offered  pastors.  A  special  feature  of-  the  school's  program  was  a  banquet 
on  Thursday  night  honoring  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area. 


La.  Laymen’s  Conf. 
Attended  by 
200  Laymen 

Two  hundred  laymen  were  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  annual  Laymen’s 
Conference  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  held  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  last  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
August  15-16.  The  retreat  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  conference  Board  of 
Lay  Activities. 

Dr.  J.  Otis  Young  of  Chicago,  as¬ 
sociate  publisher  of  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  Robert  P.  Lay  of 
Gilliam,  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
and  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland  of  Little 
Rock,  editor  of  The  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist,  were  speakers  at  the  services 
held  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
morning. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  were  discussion  groups  held 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday 
morning,  dealing  with  a  series  of 
lay  activities.  Leaders  for  these 
groups  included  Guyton  Watkins  of 
New  Iberia,  Tom  A.  Pitt  of  Monroe, 
J.  N.  Fomby  of  Alexandria,  Judge 
R.  J.  O’Neal  of  Shreveport,  Jason 
Smith  of  Homer,  Dick  Coopender 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Claudius  Mayo  of 
Lake  Charles,  and  Howard  Dau- 
ghenbaugh  of  New  Orleans. 

Presentation  was  made  on  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  to  the  conference  of 
the  Laymen’s  Board  essay  contest 
winner,  David  Glass  of  Baton  Rouge. 
The  contest,  held  during  the  spring 
months,  invited  young  people  to 
submit  essays  on  the  subject  “What 
I  Expect  Of  A  Christian  College.” 
Mr.  Glass,  grandson  of  an  Arkansas 
Methodist  preacher,  will  attend 
Centenary  College  this  fall  using 
the  essay  contest  award,  a  scholar¬ 
ship,  provided  by  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities.  The  contest  was  spon¬ 


sored  by  the  Board  of  Activities  in 
cooperation  with  the  conference 
Commission  on  Higher  Education. 

The  conference  closed  at  noon 
Sunday  with  a  worship  service,  in¬ 
cluding  a  message  by  Dr.  Young  on 
“The  Local  Church.” 

Conference  board  officers  ex¬ 
pressed  satisfaction  with  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  this  year’s  conference,  the 
largest  to  date.  They  pointed  out 
that  registration  at  the  lay  confer¬ 
ence  exceeded  registration  at  the 
annual  Pastors’  School. 


Bishop  Watkins 
To  Retire  at 
An  Early  Date 

Louisville,  Ky.  (MI) — Methodist 
Bishop  William  T.  Watkins  will  re¬ 
tire  at  an  early  date. 

Bishop  Watkins,  who  has  been 
head  of  the  church  in  Kentucky  and 
West  Tennessee  since  1944,  an¬ 
nounced  his  decision  here  today  to 
his  area  cabinet. 

The  64-year-old  clergyman  said 
his  health  and  the  fact  that  he  is 
facing  the  most  strenuous  twelve 
months  of  his  21-year  career  as  a 
bishop  brought  about  his  decision 
to  retire. 

The  retirement  date  and  the 
names  of  the  bishops  who  will  be 
appointed  to  assume  Bishop  Wat¬ 
kins’  responsibilities  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  later.  The  area  will  not  re¬ 
ceive  its  permanent  bishop  until  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  meets  next  July. 

Bishop  Watkins  said  he  will -con¬ 
tinue  to  live  in  Louisville.  He  plans 
to  “do  some  writing  which  I  have 
never  found  time  to  do.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  F.  Baggett  will 
continue  in  his  post  as  the  area’s 
administrative  assistant  for  its  bish¬ 
op.  The  area  includes  the  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisville,  and  Memphis  Con¬ 
ferences. 

The  Louisville  bishop,  who  suf¬ 
fers  from  a  heart  condition,  said  his 
doctors  feel  that  the  burden  of 
serving  three  annual  conferences, 
which  include  more  than  1,600 
churches  with  about  300,000  Meth¬ 
odists,  makes  retirement  the  safest 
and  wisest  alternative. 


6,000  Methodist 
Youth  To  Attend 
Nat’l  Convocation 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  About 
6,000  Methodist  youth  will  attend 
the  quadrennial  National  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Youth,  August  24- 
28  at  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  to  “stretch  sights,  attempt  per¬ 
spective,  and  approach  the  big  ques¬ 
tions.” 

Theme  for  the  convocation  will  be 
“Man’s  Need  and  God’s  Action.” 

“The  convocation  has  been  called,” 
said  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Boyles, 
Nashville,  “to  proclaim  once  more 
that  God  speaks  in  the  personal, 
cultural,  and  international  crises  of 
this  time.” 

Mr.  Boyles  is  director  of  the  con¬ 
vocation  and  an  administrator  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth,  which  is  sponsoring  the 
meeting  for  youth  and  college  stu¬ 
dents. 

The  convocation  theme  will  be 
explored  through  addresses,  study, 
discussion,  and  the  arts. 

Harold  E.  Stassen  and  Mrs.  Elea¬ 
nor  Roosevelt  will  be  among  those 
on  the  program. 

Theology  will  be  emphasized  dur¬ 
ing  the  morning  sessions.  On  suc¬ 
cessive  mornings  these  subjects 
will  be  presented  and  discussed: 
The  Call  of  God,  Rebellion  of  Man, 
Redemption  in  Christ,  and  New  Life 
in  the  Church. 

Speakers  for  the  morning  sessions 
will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley,  minister  o  f  Westwood 
Community  Methodist  Church,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl 
Michalson,  professor  of  systematic 
theology,  The  Theological  School, 
Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J.;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Chester  A.  Pennington, 
pastor  of  Hennepin  Avenue  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Thomas, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  associate  director, 
Department  of  Secondary  and  High¬ 
er  Education,  Methodist  Board  of 
Education. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Aug.  20-Aug.  29  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

August  20  II  Peter  3:8-18 

August  21  I  John  1:1-10 

August  22  |  John  2:1-6 

August  23  |  John  2:7-17 

August  24  |  John  2:18-29 

August  25  |  John  3: 1-10 

August  26  |  John  3:11-18 

August  27  I  John  3:19-24 

August  28  |  John  4:1-6 

August  29  |  John  4:7-12 


Dr.  J.  Otis  Young  of  Chicago,  associate  publisher  of  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  is  shown  above  congratulating  David  Glass  of  Baton  Rouge 
for  his  winning  the  essay  contest  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Lay  Activities  in  cooperation  with  the  conference  Commission  on 
Higher  Education.  Robert  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  conference  Lay  Leader,  is  shown 
with  Dr.  Young  and  David.  The  scene  was  at  the  Conference  of  Methodist 
Laymen  last  weekend  at  Shreveport. 


WANTED— USED  PEWS 


The  First  Methodist  Church  of  Simmes- 
port,  Louisiana,  would  like  to  purchase  a 
number  of  used  church  pews. 

Inquiries  regarding  the  sale  of  used 
pews  to  the  Simmesport  Church  should  be 
directed  to  Mrs.  George  Sherman,  Simmes¬ 
port,  Louisiana. 


Ti CUlkiX  amcL  iLotiuL' 

QirO-ajt  f  Quctcy  CurvL  T oELl/ 


COLONEL  GEORGE  B.  FARRAR  from  Barks¬ 
dale  Field,  Shreveport,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  morning  worship  service  of  the  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  Sunday,  August  9.  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris  is  pastor. 

REV.  JOHN  T.  REDMON,  pastor  of  Algiers 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
evening  worship  service  of  the  Jefferson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  August 
9.  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  D.  W.  POOLE,  superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  preached  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services  of  the  Donaldsonville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  July  26.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  James  Woodward  and  his  family  were  in 
Atlanta,  Texas,  for  a  family  reunion. 

JAMES  M.  GUEST,  JR.,  has  been  installed  as 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Ken¬ 
ner  Methodist  Church.  Other  new  officers  are 
Val  Baker,  vice-chairman;  and  John  A.  Robert¬ 
son,  treasurer.  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

EV.  HENRY  A.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  was  guest  preacher 
at  both  morning  services,  August  9,  at  the  White 
Rock  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas,  Texas.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Pat  Rickey  Jones,  is  director  of 
Children’s  Work  in  the  White  Rock  Church.  Rev. 
Thomas  P.  Weaver  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  ALLEN  O.  JERNIGAN,  a  former  associate 
minister  of  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  now  director  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  Southwestern  Louisiana  In¬ 
stitute,  Lafayette,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Rayne  Church  on  Sunday,  July  26.  Dr.  A.  M. 
Serex  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Edu- 
cat'on,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  Sunday,  August  9.  William  Peeples  spoke 
at  the  evening  hour.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  M.  F.  HALLEY  have  presented 
beautiful  candle  stick  holders,  vases  and 
baptismal  font  to  the  Gordon  Avenue  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Monroe,  in  loving  memory  of  Mr. 
Halley’s  father,  M.  Halley;  and  Mrs.  Halley’s 
mother,  Mrs.  Leake.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  ROSS,  pastor  of  Caddo  Heights 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  guest 
evangelist  in  revival  services  at  the  Winnfield 
Methodist  Church,  August  2-7.  Services  were 
held  twice  daily,  with  special  youth  meetings 
each  night.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  EDWIN  J.  BARKSDALE,  pastor  of  Parker 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 


was  the  guest  evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival 
services  at  the  Pearl  River  Methodist  Church 
August  2-7.  A  youth  service  was  held  each  eve¬ 
ning  at  6:30  p.m.  with  the  young  people  then 
forming  a  choir  for  the  night  service  at  7:30  p.m. 
Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  LOYD  WILLIAMS,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jonesboro,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  to  be 
held  at  the  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  August  23-28.  Services  will  be  held  each 
morning  and  each  night.  Charles  Elliott  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  music  for  the  services.  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  JEROME  CAIN,  pastor  of  Istrouma  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro  August 
3-9.  Services  were  held  each  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cain  is  the  son  of  Rev.  L.  W. 
Cain,  retired,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Winnsboro 
Church  from  1932-34.  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is 
the  present  pastor. 

E.  HAROLD  DuVALL,  well  known  organist  and 
director  of  music  in  Union  Methodist  Church, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  was  the  guest  organist  at  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  August  6.  Mr.  DuVall  played  for  the 
evening  worship  service  and  in  place  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  message,  offered  seven  selected  composi¬ 
tions  especially  suitable  for  worship  time.  The 
public  was  invited  to  attend  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
K.  G.  Rorie. 

REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN,  associate  pastor 
of  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  was  guest  evangelist  in  a  Youth  Re¬ 
vival  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  July 
27-31.  In  conjunction  with  the  Youth  Revival, 
the  youth  of  the  church  were  engaged  in  Youth 
Activities  Week.  Programs  began  each  evening 
at  5:00  p.m.,  and  consisted  of  discussion  groups, 
supper,  evening  worship  and  recreation.  Rev. 
Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  WOODROW  HEARN,  pastor  of  Davidson 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Youth  Activities  Week  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  August  9-14. 
Theme  for  the  week  was  “Our  Responsibility  as 
Christian  Youth.”  Programs  began  each  eve¬ 
ning  with  a  fellowship  supper  and  continued 
through  the  worship  service  each  evening  at  9:00 
o'clock.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

MRS.  W.  O.  LYNCH  was  honored  by  ladies  of 
the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church  at  a  tea 
held  at  the  church  July  30  from  4:00  to  5:30  p.m. 
The  tea  was  given  to  welcome  the  new  pastor’s 
wife.  The  hostess  committee  consisted  of  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Dickinson,  Mrs.  J.  D.  McIntosh,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Calhoun,  Mrs.  Mildred  C.  Franklin,  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Fiske,  Mrs.  J.  P.  McCabe,  Mrs.  Thurmon  Pippens 


MRS.  JOHN  J.  LAY  SUCCUMBS 

Mrs.  John  J.  Lay  of  Gilliam,  age  86,  suc¬ 
cumbed  early  Sunday  morning,  August  16,  after 
an  illness  of  several  days. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon  at  the  Osburne  Funeral  Home,  Shreveport, 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  James  L.  Beasley  of 
Belcher,  and  Rev.  E.  E.  Sylvest  of  St.  Francisville. 

Mrs.  Lay  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Robert  P. 
Lay,  Conference  Lay  Leader  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  and  Thomas  Lay,  and  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Helen  Lay  Vaughan,  all  of  Gilliam. 


and  Mrs.  J.  B.  McIntosh.  A  corsage  was  present¬ 
ed  Mrs.  Lynch.  Mrs.  Edgar  McCormick  stood 
in  line  with  Mrs.  Lynch  and  made  introductions. 

REV.  I.  L.  YEAGER,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  guest  speaker  at 
both  morning  and  evening  services  at  the  Gordon 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sunday, 
August  16.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Yeager  was  pastor  of 
the  Stone  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
for  29  years.  Dr.  Ernest  Holloway  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  both  morning  and  evening 
services  of  the  church  on  Sunday,  August  23. 
Dr.  Holloway  is  an  outstanding  Radio  and  Tele¬ 
vision  speaker  and  was  for  many  years  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Monroe,  and 
Dean  of  Men  at  Northeast  State  College.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  was  vacationing  in  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

KENNER  METHODIST  CHURCH,  whose  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  March  3, 
held  formal  Opening  of  Church  services  on  June 
7.  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  conducted  the  services. 
Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley  is  the  pastor.  Temporary 
church  services  were  held  during  the  three 
month  period  at  Kenner  Junior  High  School. 
A  new  12-room  Educational  Building  has  been 
completed  adjacent  to  the  present  church  build¬ 
ing.  Church  school  classes  were  held  in  this 
new  building  for  the  first  time  on  August  2.  The 
Educational  Building  was  begun  at  the  same 
time  reconstruction  of  the  destroyed  sanctuary 
was  started.  New  church  officers  recently  in¬ 
stalled  are  Official  Board:  James  M.  Guest,  Jr., 
chairman;  Val  Baker,  vice-chairman;  and  John 
Robertson,  treasurer.  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School,  Charles  S.  Carrell;  assisted  by 
Don  E.  Ward,  Jr.;  W.S.C.S.  president,  Mrs.  James 
Taylor;  vice-president,  Mrs.  John  Robertson; 
and  Mrs.  Glenn  Milnor,  treasurer.  President 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  Cindy  Bailey; 
Charge  Lay  Leader,  Merlin  Keese;  Commission 
chairmen:  Education,  Mrs.  Thomas  Royall;  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Stewardship,  David  Tillman;  Mem¬ 
bership  and  Evangelism!,  Joseph  C.  Kyle;  Mis¬ 
sions,  Mrs.  Verle  Aschbacher. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


PREPARED  FOR  THE  CRISES 

Jesus  used  some  striking  figures  in  advocating  preparedness  for 
the  crises  of  life.  For  example,  He  used  the  symbol  of  lightning.  He 
said,  “As  the  lightning  cometh  forth  from  the  east  and  is  seen  even 
unto  the  west,  so  shall  be  the  coming  of  the  Son  of,  Man.”  Yes,  life 
has  its  lightning  changes. 

Events  may  move  along  as  regularly  as  the  rising  and  the  setting 
of  the  sun.  Then  suddenly  clouds  arise.  The  air  becomes  electric 
with  tension.  There  is  a  flash,  a  crash.  And  a  cherished  plan,  a 
home,  a  child  lies  stricken. 

The  first  telephone  call  which  came  to  my  house  one  New  Year’s 
morning  was  from  a  home  in  which  the  clouds  of  sickness  were 
clearing  and  a  sunny  future  seemed  assured.  A  wife  was  recovering 
her  health,  and  together  with  her  stalwart  husband  and  year-old  son 
was  looking  forward  to  a  happy  home.  But  the  husband  and  father 
who  went  to  sleep  saying,  “What  a  happy  New  Year  this  is  to  be!”, 
never  awoke.  Life  is  like  that. 

Strokes  like  that  do  come,  as  unpredictable  as  the  lightning.  An 
accident  may  come  hurtling  at  us  tomorrow,  crippling  our  plans.  Or 
a  temptation  may  flash  upon  us  and  in  a  hot  quick  moment  we  shall 
have  to  make  a  decision.  Would  we  be  ready  for  such  emergencies, 
ready  as  is  the  sailor  who  is  trained  to  seize  the  tight  rope  when 
disaster  strikes  the  ship? 

Professor  Peabody  of  Harvard  was  wont  to  say  that  the  heroism 
of  the  moment,  the  doing  of  the  noble  and  brave  thing  in  the  hour  of 
crisis,  is  the  result  of  long  discipline.  The  sudden  crisis  reveals  in  a 
moment  what  we  have  been  becoming  through  the  months  and  years. 
As  one.  has  put  it,  “No  man  has  more  religion  than  he  can  command 
in  an  emergency. 

One  of  the  basic  differences  between  a  truly  religious  man  and 
nonreligious  man  is  that  the  former  faces  his  crises  easily  because  he 
has  prepared  himself  in  advance,  while  the  latter  takes  crises  hard 
because  he  has  been  living  too  easily  and  thoughtlessly  beforehand. 

A  transatlantic  airliner  recently  lost  part  of  its  landing  gear  and 
circled  for  four  hours  in  an  effort  to  effect  a  safe  landing  at  Idlewild. 
All  who  read  about  it  must  have  been  thrilled,  as  I  was,  by  the  calm¬ 
ness  as  well  as  the  courage  of  the  captain.  In  training  for  his  task 
he  had  previewed  the  possibilities  of  such  an  emergency.  He  was 
prepared  for  the  crisis? 

And  in  addition  to  the  figure  of  lightning,  Jesus  used  the  symbol 
of  flood  in  preparing  for  life’s  crises.  There  do  come  floods  in  the 
stream  of  life.  They  do  not  come  as  swiftly  as  the  flash  of  lightning. 
When  the  storm  has  subsided  and  the  rain  has  ceased,  then  the  flood 
begins  to  make  itself  felt.  For  floods  are  caused  not  merely  by  the 
rain  which  falls  on  our  region  but  also  by  what  falls  on  the  lands 
which  drain  into  ours. 

So  with  life.  So  many  lives  drain  into  ours  that  we  are  involved 
in  what  happens  to  them.  This  is  the  truth  which  Ellen  Glasgow  in 
“Vein  of  Iron”  made  her  heroine  see  as  she  beholds  her  whole  family 
affected  by  her  tragedy  and  exclaims:  “That  is  the  greatest  injustice 
in  life — we  cannot  suffer  anything  alone,  not  even  in  disgrace.” 

This  interrelationship  of  lives  explains  in  part  why  troubles  so 
often  seem  to  come  in  torrents.  We  say,  “It  never  rains  but  it  pours.” 
Our  difficulties  do  seem  to  come  in  a  deluge,  for  back  along  the  tribu¬ 
taries  Nof  our  lives  things  have  been  happening  too,  and  their  results 
pour  into  ours. 

And  sometimes  the  crises  of  life  come  as  a  flood  when  all  seems 
fair  around  us.  Abbe  Dimnet  tells  us  that  on  the  sunny  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon  in  1914  when  the  news  reached  Paris,  than  an  Austrian  Arch¬ 
duke  had  been  shot,  most  of  the  Frenchmen  on  the  boulevards  hardly 
gave  it  more  than  a  passing  thought,  for  their  attention  that  day  was 
on  the  running  of  the  Grand  Prix  at  the  Longchamps  race  course. 
The  killing  of  the  duke  was  the  bursting  of  a  dam  which  released  the 
pent-up  hatreds  which  had  been  pouring  into  European  hearts.  Life 
is  like  that — a  comparatively  little  thing  lets  loose  the  flood  and  a 
deluge  is  upon  us. 

When  crises  come  as  a  flood,  little  petty  providences  are  no  ade¬ 
quate  preparation.  The  pile  laid  up  for  a  rainy  day  is  not  enough 
for  a  flood.  When  floods  of  trouble  come  we  must  look  to  our  foun¬ 
dations  of  faith.  Like  the  psalmist  we  can  pray,  “Lead  me  to  the 
rock  that  is  higher  than  I.”  And  we  can  reach  it. 

When  Harry  Lauder,  the  famous  Scottish  singer  and  comedian, 
lost  his  son  in  World  War  I,  he  is  reported  to  have  said  to  a  friend: 
“In  a  time  like  this  a  man  can  do  one  of  three  things;  he  can  turn  to 
drink,  or  to  despair,  or  to  God.”  Harry  Lauder  turned  to  God  and 
transformed  his  tragedy  into  a  spiritual  triumph. 


"He  makes  a  wonderful  example  for  the  chil¬ 
dren.  They  live  in  daily  fear  of  turning  out  like  him!" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Singapore’s  Challenge 

It  has  been  my  high  privilege  to 
look  in  on  a  number  of  our  mission 
operations  both  at  home  and  over¬ 
seas.  Every  great  city  in  the  East 
presents  a  challenge  to  Christianity, 
just  as  every  great  city  in  the 
United  States  does.  Customs  and 
languages  often  make  for  different 
conditions  which  require  differing 
approaches,  but  there  is  a  basic 
need  of  all  people  for  Christ,  wher¬ 
ever  one  goes.  Furthermore,  I  would 
not  attempt  to  assess  any  one  mis¬ 
sion  field  as  more  important  than 
another. 

Singapore,  though,  has  a  most 
peculiar  situation  that  we  should 
know  better.  It  is  now  both  a  city 
and  a  state.  It  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Malay  Federation,  so  it  exists 
on  a  sort  of  political  as  well  as  a 
real  island,  with  the  British  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  background.  This  great 
city  has  a  population  of  about  IV2 
million.  In  some  ways  it  is  a  typi¬ 
cal  eastern  city,  if  that  can  be  the 
case.  It  has  thousands  of  small 
sidewalk  shops  that  sell  everything 
from  food  (ugh!)  to  hand  made 
furniture.  Thousands  of  bicycles 
are  on  the  sidewalks  and  the  mer¬ 
chandise  of  the  shops  usually  hangs 
over  the  pedestrian’s  head.  Con¬ 
struction  is  done  largely  by  hand; 
concrete  is  carried  on  the  shoulders 
from  the  mixer  to  the  wall  or  floor, 
sometimes  25  feet  high.  Patient 
slender  'people  weave  up  and  down 
a  long  ramp  like  a  host  of  over¬ 
grown  ants,  carrying  what  must  be 
over  100  pounds  at  a  time. 

But  Singapore  is  a  lot  more  than 
all  these  facts.  It  is  a  city  made 
up  almost  entirely  of  people  who 


do  not  know  Christ  .  .  .  probably 
not  more  than  1%  of  them  know 
about  God.  And,  what  is  so  much 
more  important,  the  city  is  more 
than  50%  under  20  years  of  age  I 
That  sounds  hard  to  believe,  I 
know,  but  a  trip  down  the  busy 
streets  about  7:30  a.m.  will  prove 
the  statement  to  the  doubter.  The 
Methodist  Church  alone  has  12  ele¬ 
mentary  schools.  The  city  is  liter¬ 
ally  filled  with  schools.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  education  is  being  offered  to 
many.  But  they  need  much  more 
than  that.  And  with  this  sort  of  a 
situation,  the  churches  are  terribly 
hard  pressed 'to  meet  even  a  small 
part  of  the  need  to  tell  these  young 
people  about  Christ.  A  few  serious 
moments  of  reflection  will  bring  to 
mind  the  fact  that  whoever  con¬ 
trols  the  thinking  of  these  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  young  persons  now 
will  have  a  big  hand  in  controlling 
the  thinking  of  Asia  in  the  next 
generation.  Of  course  Communism 
is  making  a  bid  for  the  control  of 
these  citizens  of  tomorrow.  After 
all,  who  would  turn  down  an  op¬ 
portunity  like  this  to  rule  the  think¬ 
ing  of  millions?  Because  these 
Chinese  may,  in  the  next  genera¬ 
tion,  have  a  sizeable  hand  in  the 
affairs  of  their  brethren  behind  the 
Bamboo  Curtain.  Are  we  as  inter¬ 
ested  in  saving  them  for  Christ  as 
Communism  is  in  converting  them 
to  their  evil  doctrines?  This  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  good  time  to  say 
evil  things  about  our  own  people 
at  home  who  may  not  think  as  we 
do.  We  better  be  a  lot  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  overcoming  evil  with  good; 
with  being  much  more  of  a  positive 
force  in  the  east  against  the  powers 
of  darkness. 
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Thousand  Club  Church  in  Process  of 
Building  First  Unit,  Fellowship  Hall 

Another  Thousand  Club  Church  is  on  the  way  up.  This  one  is  at  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  A  contract  for  $49,400  including 
air-conditioning  has  been  signed  and  the  building  was  to  be  completed  by 
September  20.  Extremely  bad  weather  has  hampered  progress,  however. 

The  slab  has  been  poured  and  recently  the  steel  was  being  hung.  Prog¬ 
ress  is  expected  to  pick  up  with  the  return  of  good  weather. 

The  first  unit  will  be  the  future  Fellowship  Hall.  For  the  present  this 
area  will  be  used  as  a  sanctuary 


Shown  checking  the  plans  for  the  new  St.  Paul's  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  are,  I.  to  r.,  P.  W.  Holliday,  chairman.  Board  of  Trustees;  Tom 
Baker,  contractor;  Hugh  Murphy,  Church  School  superintendent  and  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  member;  Vernon  Cagle,  Building  Committee  chairman  and 
trustee;  O.  W.  McGregor,  Official  Board  member  and  instrumental  in  mak¬ 
ing  church  site  available;  and  J.  C.  Taylor,  Official  Board  chairman. 


utilizing  pews  that  will  be  trans¬ 
ferred  later  to  the  permanent  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

Besides  this  the  building  will 
have  eleven  classrooms,  a  church 
office,  a  pastor’s  study,  a  kitchen, 
and  three  baths.  A  section  of  the 
building  can  be  utilized  as  a  tempo¬ 
rary  fellowship  area. 

The  temporary  sanctuary  will 
seat  162  in  the  pews.  One  wall  of 
this  section  folds  into  the  ceiling 
making  available  space  to  seat  100 
more  in  folding  chairs. 

The  architect  for  the  building  is 
George  Saunders,  AIA,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  He  has  designed  the  build¬ 
ing  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be 
able  to  adequately  house  all  phases 
of  church  activity  in  one  unit  that 
will  ultimately  be  used  primarily 


Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  director  of  the  MacDonell  Meth¬ 
odist  Center,  Houma,  receives  the  keys  to  the  new  rum¬ 
pus  room  from  Mrs.  Henry  Brien,  president  of  the  Jaycee 
Jaynes',  who  sponsored  a  project  to  make  the  attractive 
transformation  from  an  otherwise  shabby  basement  to  a 
student  recreation  facility.  First  row,  third  from  the 
left,  are  Mrs.  Calvin  Rhodes,  incoming  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Emanuel  Geiger,  outgoing  secretary;  Mrs.  Richard 
Barker  III,  outgoing  treasurer;  Mrs.  Baron  Bourg,  incom- 


MacDonell  Center 
Get  Modern 
Recreation  Room 

At  a  joint  board  meeting  of  the 
Houma-Terrebonne  J  a  y  c  e  e  s  and 
Jaynes  at  MacDonell  Methodist 
Center,  Houma,  Mrs.  Henry  Brien, 
Jayne  president,  turned  over  the 
keys  of  a  modern  rumpus  room  to 
Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  director  of  the 
center. 

The  Jaimes  had  just  completed 
their  project  of  converting  a  base¬ 
ment  at  the  center  into  a  playroom 
for  the  children  there. 

With  the  help  of  the  following 
Jaycees,  the  ceiling  was  covered 
with  acoustical  tile:  Robert  Acosta, 
Adrian  Boudreaux,  Henry  Brien, 
Ronald  Daigle,  Emanuel  Geiger,  H. 
L,  Jarboe,  Lionel  Lyons,  Joe  Pat¬ 
terson,  ames  Sothem,  Richard  Tal¬ 
bot  and  Sidney  Theriot. 


A  committee  of  Jaynes  consisting 
of  Mrs.  S.  R.  Schexnayder,  chair¬ 
man;  Mrs.  Richard  Baker,  III;  Mrs. 
Baron  Bourg;  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Pel- 
legrin  prepared  cafe  curtains  and 
valances  for  each  window. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the 
South  Louisiana  Trade  School  and 
Mrs.  Calvin  Rhodes,  Jr.,  moldings 
for  the  ceiling  and  center  posts 
were  constructed. 

After  the  ceiling  was  completed 
the  walls,  floor  and  posts  were 
painted  in  a  yellow,  blue  and  grey 
color  scheme.  Painters,  other  than 
those  workers  previously  mention¬ 
ed,  included  Mrs.  Robert  Acosta, 
Mrs.  Adrian  Boudreaux,  Mrs.  Hen¬ 
ry  Brien,  Mrs.  Ronald  Daigle,  Mrs. 
Floyd  Duplantis,  Mrs.  Emanuel 
Geiger,  Mrs.  Gerald  Lofaso,  Mrs. 
Joe  Patterson,  Mrs.  James  Sothern, 
Mrs.  Richard  Talbot,  and  Mrs.  Sid¬ 
ney  Theriot. 

The  entire  project  was  headed  by 
the  Jayne  Ways  and  Means  com- 


Church  Furniture 

Sunday  School  chairs  and  tables, 
any  size  and  height,  chairs  $2.50 
each,  tables  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.,  fin¬ 
ished  and  delivered  in  La.  Church 
pews  .of  pine,  red  or  white  oak 
from  *$5.00  to  $7.00  per  ft.  Pul¬ 
pits,  altars,  communion  tables, 
flower  stands,  prices  on  request. 
Phone  Mayfair  3-4785  or  Write: 

TAYLOR  BROS. 

FURNITURE  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  86 


Palmella,  La. 


for  just  one  phase  of  church  life. 
This  is  a  real  problem  for  archi¬ 
tects  of  first  units. 

The  building  is  just  under  4500 
square  feet  in  size.  It  is  the  first  of 
at  least  four  units,  as  well  as  out¬ 
door  worship  area,  off-street  park¬ 
ing,  and  swimming  pool.  Its  com¬ 
pletion  will  make  St.  Paul’s  the 
center  of  community  activity.  The 
site  is  almost  four  acres  in  size. 

Bruce  Construction  Company  of 
Baton  Rouge  was  the  low  bidder, 
Thomas  Baker,  owner. 


ing  secretary;  Mrs.  A.  D.  O'Neal,  Jr.,  incoming  treasurer; 
and  A.  D.  O'Neal,  Jr.,  incoming  secretary  (Jaycees). 
Second  row:  James  Sothern,  outgoing  external  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Emanuel  Geiger,  incoming  president ;  Henry  Brien, 
outgoing  president;  Gerald  Pellegrin,  incoming  treasur¬ 
er;  Joe  Patterson,  incoming  director;  and  Cliff  Wilson, 
incoming  vice  president. 

(Photo  courtesy  Houma  Courier) 


mittee  composed  of  Mrs.  Lyons, 
chairman,  who  was  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  Lofaso,  and  Mrs. 
Brien. 

The  committee  chose  the  colors 
and  delegated  work  to  various  proj¬ 
ect  sub-committees. 

The  Jaynes  are  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Centenary  Names 
New  Dean  of  Women 

Miss  Margaret  Swift  of  Columbia, 
Tenn.,  who  has  been  active  in  the 
Methodist  Church  all  of  her  adult 
life,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
dean  of  women  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

Miss  Swift  will  succeed  Miss 
Lenore  Rees  in  the  position  and 
will  assume  her  new  duties  with 
the  start  of  the  fall  semester  in 
September.  Miss  Rees,  who  has 
held  the  post  for  the  past  three 
years,  will  return  to  full-time 
teaching  duties  in  the  Spanish  de¬ 
partment  in  view  of  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Ralph  White,  professor  of 
Spanish,  this  year. 

A  native  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  Miss 
Swift  has  been  serving  as  field  rep¬ 
resentative  for  the  southeastern 
area  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
since  1951.  She  also  served  in  Japan 
for  two  years  with  the  Red  Cross. 

She  holds  the  BA  degree  from 
Wesleyan  College  and  the  MA  de¬ 
gree  from  Scarritt  College.  She 
studied  Chinese  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage  at  both  the  University  of 
California  and  the  College  of  Chin¬ 
ese  Studies  in  Peiping,  China,  and 
she  holds  a  professional  diploma 
from.  Teachers  College  of  Columbia 
University  in  New  York  City. 

Miss  Swift  served  as  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  from  1940  to  1942, 
and  from  1945  to  1946,  was  a  re¬ 
search  worker  for  the  Office  of 
War  Information.  She  is  a  former 
Methodist  missionary  to  China  and 
was  commissioned  in  1946. 


CHURCH  PEWS 


At 

A 

Price 


Any  Church  Can  Afford 

Write  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Phone  246 


Booneville,  Ark. 


Pace  Four 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  August  30,  1959:  A  NEW  SPIRIT  RENEWS  PEOPLE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  JOEL,  CHAPTERS  1,  2,  3.  LESSON  TEXT  JOEL 
1:15-20;  2:12-13,  21-23,  28-29. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Fear  not,  O  land;  be  glad  and  rejoice,  for  the  LORD  has 
done  great  things.  Joel  2:21.  (RSV) 


This  is  the  second  lesson  in  a  series  of  six 
lessons  in  Unit  IX.  The  general  subject  for  the 
Unit  is  “God’s  Desire  For  His  People.”  Our 
lesson  today,  “A  New  Spirit  Renews  People,” 
is  taken  from  the  Book  of  Joel. 

Scholars  differ  widely  as  to  the  time  of  the 
writing  of  Joel.  Some  place  it  well  before  the 
Babylonian  exile;  others  think  it  was  among 
the  last  of  the  Old  Testament  books  written. 
Except  for  Bible  students,  the  time  of  the  writ¬ 
ing  is  of  secondary  importance.  The  message  of 
Joel  is  vitally  important. 

We  know  nothing  about  the  personal  life  of 
Joel  except  his  name  and  the  name  of  his  father, 
Pethuel.  It  is  commonly  thought  that  he  was  a 
resident  of  Jerusalem.  He  seems  to  have  been 
a  layman  with  a  prophetic  insight,  rather  than 
a  member  of  the  priestly  class. 

Last  Sunday  we  studied  Daniel’s  prayer  for 
the  forgiveness  of  Israel’s  sin  and  for  restoration 
of  the  exiles  in  Babylon  to  their  native  land. 
We  are  not  sure  whether  Joel  wrote  before  or 
after  the  exile.  Nevertheless,  our  lesson  car¬ 
ries  something  of  the  ever  recurring  pattern  in 
Israel’s  life — sin,  separation  from  God,  punish¬ 
ment  for  sin,  repentance,  forgiveness  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  God.  This  pattern  of  life  was  cur¬ 
rent  in  the  life  of  the  Israelites  both  before  and 
after  the  exile. 

The  Situation  Confronting  The  Israelites 

At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  the  prophet 
Joel,  Jerusalem  and  the  country  round  about 
faced  an  unprecedented  situation  of  disaster.  It 
was  such  as  that  generation  had  never  faced 
before,  neither  had  their  fathers  before  them. 
It  was  such  a  situation  that  the  people  of  the 
day  were  urged  by  the  prophet  to  “Tell  ye  your 
children  of  it,  and  let  your  children  tell  their 
children  and  their  children  another  generation. 
That  which  the  palmerworm  hath  left  hath  the 
locust  eaten;  and  that  which  the  locust  hath  left 
hath  the  cankerworm  eaten;  and  that  which 
the  cankerworm  hath  left  hath  the  caterpillar 
eaten.”  Joel  1:3-4. 

In  addition  to  this  terrible  plague  of  insects, 
the  country  also  suffered  a  scorching,  withering 
drought.  Food  supplies  were  being  destroyed 
by  both  insects  and  the  drought.  The  seeds 
they  planted  rotted  in  the  ground.  The  cattle 
and  sheep  were  without  pasture  or  water.  Verses 
18,  19,  20  of  our  lesson  text  give  a  picture  of 
suffering  among  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the 
land  that  would  stir  the  heart  of  any  man  re¬ 
sponsible  for  their  welfare.  It  was  this  calami¬ 
tous  situation  about  which  the  prophet  is  writ¬ 
ing  and  it  was  such  a  situation  which  confront¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  of  Judah'.  Like  people  facing 
disaster  in  every  age,  the  Israelites  wei'e  asking 
themselves  the  inevitable  question  “why?” 

Is  God  In  Nature's  Calamities? 

While  the  reason  for  this  extreme  scourge 
of  drouth  and  insects  may  not  have  been  very 
clear  to  the  people  generally,  it  was  quite  clear 
to  the  prophet,  believing  as  prophets  of  early 
days  believed. 

(1)  Prophets  of  Israel  believed  that  all  nat¬ 
ural  events,  plagues,  storms,  sickness  etc.  as 
well  as  defeats  by  enemies  were  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  God  and  were  used  by  the  Lord  to  punish 
Israel  for  its  sins  and  call  its  people  back  to  the 
true  God.  They  were  a  part  of  the  continuous 
judgment  of  God. 

(2)  The  prophets  believed  that  through  re¬ 


pentance  for  sin  the  children  of  Israel  could 
avert  these  disasters  and  find  favor  with  God. 

(3)  It  was  the  teachings  of  the  prophets  that 
God  would  forgive  Israel’s  sins  if  its  people 
would  confess  and  repent. 

(4)  The  prophets  believed  also  that  through 
confession  and  repentance  for  sin  God  would 
not  only  forgive  sin  but  would  also  pour  out  on 
Israel  spiritual  blessings. 

For  the  prophets  the  natural  and  the  super¬ 
natural  were  both  in  the  same  realm.  God  was 
the  creator  of  all  laws  and  administered  all 
laws  natural  and  spiritual.  Regardless  of  the 
mysterious  working  of  some  of  nature’s  laws 
that  must  be  true  unless  there  is  a  power  greater 
than  God  that  can  throw  “monkey  wrenches” 
into  the  working  of  nature’s  laws. 

In  today’s  world  there  are  fires,  floods, 
famines,  storms  and  earthquakes  that  strike 
cities  or  communities  with  a  devastating  force. 
The  mysterious  thing  about  it  to  us  is  the  fact 
that  the  cities  and  communities  affected  are,  in 
general,  no  worse  than  many  others  about  that 
go  unharmed.  Through  it  all  we  must  believe 
that  “This  is  our  Father’s  world”  and  we  must 
recognize  that  there  are  some  experiences  in 
life  which  we  will  never  understand  until  we 
have  thrown  across  them  the  revealing  light  of 
another  world.  In  that  world  all  of  our  sincere 
‘*whys”  will  be  satisfactorily  answered. 

The  Day  of  The  Lord 

Joel  was  saying  to  his  people,  “The  day  of 
the  Lord  is  at  hand.”  All  of  the  plagues  and 
pestilences  that  were  besetting  them  were  but 
fore-runners  of  The  Day  of  the  Lord,  at  which 
time  Israel  would  be  really  tested. 

Over  a  long  period,  the  masses  of  the  Jews 
believed  that  “The  Day  of  the  Lord”  would  be 
the  day  of  deliverance  and  final  vindication  for 
all  Israel.  They  were  learning  through  experi¬ 
ence  and  through  the  prophets  that  “The  Day  of 
The  Lord”  was  not  a  time  when  God  would  sit 
in  judgment  over  their  enemies  but  a  time  when 
God  would  judge  Israel  because  of  its  sins.  Joel 
told  them  that  “The  Day  of  the  Lord”  was  at 
hand.  He  declared  that  the  calamities  they  were 
already  suffering  were  but  a  prelude  to  the 
greater  punishment  soon  to  come,  unless  Israel 
turned  from  its  sins  to  worship  and  serve  the 
true  God. 

A  Cry  To  God  for  Help 

The  opening  clause  of  verse  19  reads,  “O 
Lord  to  thee  will  I  cry.”  This  is  the  voice  of 
the  prophet  Joel  calling  to  God  for  the  people 
of  Judah.  The  cry  of  Joel  would  be  effective, 
however,  only  as  it  represented  something  of 
the  spirit  and  attitude  of  the  people  of  Judah. 
The  people  of  Judah  would  be  relieved  of  their 
sufferings  and  be  blessed  of  God  only  as  they 
met  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  blessings 
desired. 

We  today  cry  to  the  Lord  for  help  to  meet 
the  problems  of  our  day  but  often  we  do  little 
more  than  cry  to  God  for  help.  We  are  not,  by 
our  actions  and  attitudes,  making  it  possible 
for  God  to  answer  our  prayers. 

(1)  We  pray  for  world  peace  and  we  should 
continue  such  prayers.  Nevertheless,  while  we 
pray  for  world  peace,  we  are  not  willing  to  meet 
the  conditions  necessary  to  world  peace.  Our 
prayers  sound  somewhat  futile  so  long  as  we 
have  such  little  faith  in  them  as  to  feel  that  it 
is  necessary  to  spend  $40,000,000,000  a  year  in 
preparing  to  defend  ourselves  with  force.  Per¬ 


manent  world  peace  cannot  be  built  on  national 
selfishness  or  national  expediency. 

(2)  We  cry  out  against  the  senseless  slaught¬ 
er  of  more  than  a  hundred  people  a  day  in 
traffic  accidents  on  the  highways  of  America. 
Our  shock  and  indignation  at  such  needless 
slaughter  will  count  for  very  little  so  long  as 
we  continue  to  demand  cars  with  higher  horse¬ 
power  and  greater  speed.  In  any  situation  of 
life  we  must  meet  the  conditions  necessary  to 
have  what  we  want. 

(3)  We  profess  to  want  industrial  peace  in 
America.  While  industry  and  labor  and  the 
public  all  profess  to  want  peace,  each  group 
wants  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which  that  peace 
is  built. 

(4)  We  cry  out  against  lawlessness  and  ex¬ 
press  our  desire  for  a  nation  of  law  and  order. 
While  these  demands  are  being  made,  our  tele¬ 
vision  programs  have  gone  overboard  in  pre¬ 
senting  almost  a  continuous  run  of  programs 
which  seem  to  make  lawlessness  and  brigandry 
as  common  as  life  itself.  We  ourselves  and  our 
children  are  being  fed  daily  on  such  a  diet  of 
lawlessness  and  crime  as  no  generation  of  earth 
has  ever  known. 

(5)  The  better  citizenship  of  America  pro¬ 
fess  to  want  sobriety  and  temperance  through¬ 
out  the  land.  A  hundred  million  members  of 
the  church  in  America  could  bring  such  a  situa¬ 
tion  to  pass  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  if 
they  were  dedicated  to  the  task  they  profess  to 
love.  Instead  we  legalize  the  sale  of  liquor  and 
more  intoxicating  drinks  are  being  sold  legally 
and  more  hopeless  alcoholics  being  created 
daily  than  in  any  period  in  the  history  of  the 
nation.  When  we  call  on  God  for  help,  we 
must  meet  the  conditions  necessary  for  Him  to 
answer  our  prayers. 

The  Lord  Calls  Israel  To  Repentance 

In  the  face  of  the  moral  condition  in  Israel, 
that  had  brought  on  its  calamities,  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  God  calls  to  “Turn  to  me  with  all 
your  heart,  and  with  fasting,  and  with  weeping 
and  with  mourning:” 

God  here  impresses  Israel,  and  he  would 
impress  us,  with  the  fact  that  repentance  is 
much  more  than  just  being  sorry  that  we  have 
been  overtaken  by  our  sins.  Repentance  is  much 
more  than  a  good  resolution  to  “do  better.”  Re¬ 
pentance  means  a  sincere  sorrow  in  our  hearts 
that  we  have  sinned  against  God.  It  means 
that  we  are  sorry  enough  for  our  sins  that  we 
propose,  deep  as  life  itself,  to  turn  away  from 
our  sins  to  a  life  of  righteousness. 

The  Jews  had  a  custom,  in  expressing  their 
sorrow  or  sadness  to  clothe  themselves  in  sack 
cloth,  tear  their  garments  and  pour  ashes  over 
their  heads.  In  our  lesson  text  God  says  to 
Israel,  “Rend  your  heart,  and  not  your  gar¬ 
ments.”  The  act  of  repentance  must  be  an  act 
of  the  heart. 

God  Is  Merciful  and  Forgiving 

We  have  a  song,  “Amazing  grace,  how  sweet 
the  sound,  that  saved  a  wretch  like  me.”  The 
most  amazing  thing  of  which  the  human  mind 
can  conceive  is  the  fact  that  God  loves  such  as 
we  are  and  will  forgive  our  sinfulness,  if,  in 
sincere  penitence,  we  ask  forgiveness. 

In  the  fact  of  their  sins,  because  they  have 
repented,  Joel  tells  the  Israelites  to  “Be  glad 
and  rejoice:  for  the  Lord  will  do  great  things.” 
There  would  be  moderate  rains  in  the  fall  and 
in  the  spring.  The  pastures  would  be  restored 
and  the  fruit  trees  would  bear  fruit  again. 
There  would  be  plenty  of  water  and  food  for 
man  and  beast.  God  is  a  merciful,  forgiving 
God  and  our  prayers  to  God  for  forgiveness  are 
based  on  our  faith  in  the  forgiving  character 
and  nature  of  God. 

God  Pours  Out  Spiritual  Blessings 

Quite  properly,  the  prophet  turns  from  the 
physical  blessings  which  came  to  Israel  because 
of  its  repentance  for  sin,  to  the  spiritual  bless¬ 
ings  God  was  so  anxious  to  give  those  who  were 
prepared  in  heart  to  receive  them. 

In  his  great  sermon  on  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost,  the  Apostle  Peter  interpreted  the  outpour¬ 
ing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  that  day  as  a  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  prophecy  of  Joel.  However,  that 
prophecy  is  fulfilled  any  time  and  anywhere 
that  a  penitent  soul  asks  forgiveness  for  sin 
and  opens  his  heart  to  receive  the  outpouring 
of  God’s  spirit  in  his  life. 
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Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Annual  Weekend  of  Louisiana  Guild 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Weekend 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  met  at  Camp 
Brewer  on  July  16,  17,  and  18  with 
140  persons  attending.  Miss  Sue 
Batton,  Conference  Secretary  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  meetings.  The  theme 
was:  “To  Kindle  A  Growing  Light” 
and  program  chairman  was  Miss 
Arline  Tyler,  Conference  Chairman 
of  Spiritual  Life. 

Guild  Weekend  began  Friday 
night  with  fellowship  singing  led 
by  Mrs.  Paul  Anderson.  Miss  Mabel 
Ruth  Nowlin,  retired  missionary  to 
Malaya  and  China,  showed  slides 
taken  in  Malaya  and  gave  an  in¬ 
spiring  meditation. 

Saturday  morning  a  very  effect¬ 
ive  workshop,  “Toward  Better  Pro¬ 
grams”  was  directed  by  Miss  Ruby 
Craton,  Ruston  District  Chairman 
of  Missionary  Education,  and  Mrs. 
P.  D.  Lambert,  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Education. 

Miss  Maree  White,  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary,  was  moderator  of 
the  panel:  “A  Better  Understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Work  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.”  Members  of  the 
panel  were:  Miss  Sue  Batton,  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Langford,  Editor  of  Guild  Times; 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick,  President  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service;  and  Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Promotion. 

Guild  Weekend  was  convened 
Saturday  afternoon  by  Miss  Batton 
and  the  opening  meditation  was 
brought  by  Mrs.  Minza  Rabun,  Past 
Conference  Secretary. 

A  presentation  of  the  approved 
study,  “The  Role  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  World  Affairs,”  was  made 
by  Mrs.  E.  T.  Cowell,  Conference 
Chairman  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions.  Miss  Sue  Batton  presented, 
“The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town 
and  Country.”  Members  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  presented  a  drama 
“Into  Life”  depkting  mission  work 
in  the  world  today. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips,  Conference 
Chairman  of  Missionary  Education, 
was  moderator  of  the  panel:  “Fac¬ 
ing  the  Challenge  of  Our  Task  In 
Recruitment.”  Members  of  the 
panel  were:  Miss  Hazel  Cooper, 
Shreveport  District  Secretary  and 

Pictured  below  is  the  group  which 
attended  the  13th  Annual  Weekend 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild. 


Director  of  the  Business  Girls’  Inn; 
Miss  Mabel  Ruth  Nowlin,  Retired 
Missionary  to  Malaya  and  China; 
and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Harris,  Conference 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Christian  Vocations. 

Services  began  Sunday  morning 
at  Vesper  Point  with  a  meditation 
led  by  the  Rev.  Jimmy  Caraway, 
Minister,  David  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie.  The 
meditation  was  closed  with  Holy 
Communion. 

Presentation  of  the  approved 
study:  “The  Gospel  of  Luke”  was 
presented  by  Miss  Arline  Tyler. 
The  study  on  “Africa”  was  present¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips. 

Miss  Arline  Tyler  presided  dur¬ 
ing  the  morning  worship  service. 
The  message  of  the  morning,  en¬ 
titled  “To  Kindle  the  Light”  was 
brought  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton, 
Conference  Secretary  of  Spiritual 
Life. 

The  very  informative,  inspiration¬ 
al  Weekend  was  adjourned  Sunday 
at  noon. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  following  officers  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Faith  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Natchitoches  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Fletcher, 
Zone  Leader:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Whitford, 
president;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Corley,  Vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Eddie  Deen,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer. 


Circle  5  of  Asbury  Church,  Little 
Rock,  held  its  June  meeting  at 
Camp  Tanako,  with  ten  members, 
including  the  chairman,  Mrs.  J. 
Gordon  Wilson,  and  the  society 
president,  Mrs.  Robert  Glass,  pres¬ 
ent.  After  a  tour  of  the  camp,  the 
members  had  the  privilege  of  sit¬ 
ting  in  on  one  of  the  youth’s  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  and  eating  lunch  with 
them.  The  Circle  gave  a  donation 
to  the  Roy  Fawcett  Scholarship 
Fund. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  First 
Church,  Chatham,  met  July  28  in 
the  newly  decorated  parsonage  for 
the  regular  meeting  with  good  at¬ 
tendance.  Plans  and  ways  were 
discussed  toward  purchasing  the 
necessities  for  the  parsonage  and 
Educational  building.  A  social  hour 
followed  and  refreshments  were 
served. 


N.A.  Conf.  United 
Evangelistic  Mission 
Now  Being  Planned 

Churches  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  are  now  preparing  for 
a  United  Evangelistic  Mission  to  be 
held  during  the  coming  October 
and  November.  Each  District  has 
now  accepted  the  type  of  Evangel¬ 
ism  it  will  follow  during  the  period 
and  many  churches  have  completed 
all  arrangements  and  planning. 

Two  periods,  dividing  the  Con¬ 
ference  into  Eastern  and  Western 
sections,  will  be  set  aside  for  the 
united  effort.  The  Western  section, 
including  the  Conway,  Fort  Smith 
and  Fayetteville  Districts,  will  use 
the  week  of  October  25th.  The  East¬ 
ern  section,  made  up  of  the  Bates- 
ville,  Jonesboro,  Paragould  and 
Forrest  City  Districts,  will  have  its 
campaign  the  week  of  November 
15th. 

Rev.  Alvin  C.  Murray,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Evangelism,  has  sug¬ 
gested  that  every  Church  should 
do  the  following  things  immediate¬ 
ly: 

1)  Secure  the  leadership  desired 
right  now:  Preachers,  song  leaders 
and  other  help  desired  should  be 
already  arranged. 

2)  Begin  preparing  a  list  of  pros¬ 
pects  to  be  won. 

3) Begin  having  prayer  groups 
meet  to  pray  for  the  success  of  the 
work. 

4)  Start  promoting  and  advertis¬ 
ing  the  services  right  away. 

Other  features  of  the  U.E.M.  that 
should  be  remembered  are: 

— Where  there  is  to  be  a  preach¬ 
ing  revival,  the  visiting  minister 
should  also  visit  with  the  pastor  to 
get  decisions; 

— Laymen  should  be  organized  to 
work  for  decisions  during  the  re¬ 
vival  and  before  it; 

— All  expense  for  the  local  cam¬ 
paign  is  taken  care  of  by  the  local 
church; 

— One  offering  during  the  week 
is  to  be  .taken  for  the  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism  and  sent  to 
the  District  Secretary  of  Evangel¬ 
ism,  who  will  send  it  on  in,  this 
money  to  be  used  to  help  in  the 
Conference  promotion. 

Mr.  Murray  also  requests  that 
pastors  who  have  not  been  engaged 
for  the  U.E.M.  and  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  serve  please  contact  him  and 
that  churches  desiring  help  in  get¬ 
ting  leadership  also  contact  him  for 
available  men. 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Kenner 

Kenner  Methodist  Church,  Ken¬ 
ner,  Louisiana,  held  Vacation 
Church  School  every  morning  from 
Sunday  August  2,  through  Sunday, 
August  9.  An  average  of  160  at¬ 
tended.  Concluding  ceremonies 
were  held  Sunday  evening,  August 
9,  with  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley  in 
charge. 

Mrs.  Raymond  Stegall,  Vacation 
School  Superintendent,  was  as¬ 
sisted  in  teaching  by  Mesdames  Ar¬ 
thur  Hiatt,  Durno  Settoon,  John 
Taylor,  A.  P.  Talbot,  Murlin  May- 
eur,  Jim  Brown,  Harold  Peterson, 
Warren  Lemley,  Robert  Nelson, 
Vance  Tomlin,  A.  R.  Nichols,  James 
Huffman,  Bruce  Carter,  Charles 
Carroll,  George  Schumacher,  C.  R. 
Stowell,  J.  O.  Booth,  Don  Beplay, 
and  Marvin  Corley.  Misses  Cindy 
Bailey,  Betty  Young,  and  Nelda 
Prescott  also  assisted.  Other  par¬ 
ticipants  were  Mrs.  Arthur  Mathes, 
refreshments  chairman,  assisted  by 
Mesdames  Joe  Ceravolo,  John 
Buckley,  and  James  Guest. 

Mr.  W.  Earl  Hotalen  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Inc.,  will  fill  the  pulpit  of 
Kenner  Methodist  Church,  Kenner, 
Louisiana,  on  Sunday,  August  16, 
at  11:00  a.m.  The  Rev.  Marvin  H. 
Corley,  pastor,  was  out  of  the 
city  attending  Pastor’s  School. 

Sunday,  August  23,  Rev.  Lawson 
Pritchett,  new  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education,  Kenner  Methodist 
Church,  will  occupy  the  pulpit  in 
Rev.  Corley’s  absence. 


Hoi  Springs 

The  enrollment  of  the  Vacation 
Bible  School  at  Oaklawn  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  was 
72  children  and  there  were  18 
workers.  The  average  attendance  of 
the  children  was  69.  Certificates 
were  given  to  61  and  49  of  these 
had  perfect  attendance.  There  was 
a  special  program  for  the  parents 
on  the  last  day  and  a  number  of 
parents  were  present. 

The  following  people  were  work¬ 
ers  in  the  school:  Nursery:  Mrs. 
Els  ter  Burroughs;  Kindergarten: 
Mrs.  Joe  Oswald,  Mrs.  John  Qualls, 
Josie  Oswald,  Glenna  Faye  Magby, 
Dianne  Qualls;  Junior:  Mrs.  Henry 
DeLinde,  Mrs.  Harry  Keaton,  Betty 
Duncan,  Judy  Atwood;  Refresh¬ 
ments:  Mrs.  Glen  Melson;  Music: 
Mrs.  Stanley  Reed;  General  Super¬ 
intendent:  Mrs.  Doyle  Shirley,  Jr. 
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YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


Youth 

Activities  Weeks 


New  Orleans 

Youth  from  eight  churches  in  the 
greater  New  Orleans  area  will  join 
in  fellowship  at  Munholland  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  during 
Youth  Activities  Week,  August  23 
thru  27.  The  theme  will  be  “God’s 
Church  and  You.” 


Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker,  who  re¬ 

ceived  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  at 
Southern  Methodist 
f A  University,  and  his 

|  ^  mcneior  of  Divinity 

'  at  Perkins  School  of 

Theology,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker. 
He  served  four  years 
as  pastor  of  the  St. 
Joseph  -  Wesley 
Charge,  St.  Joseph, 
La.,  before  becom¬ 
ing  associate  pastor 
at  First  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  He  is  in 
his  third  year  of  service  in  this  po¬ 
sition. 


II 


REV.  ARTHUR 
M. BAKER 


Supper  will  be  served  each  night, 
followed  by  a  program  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  with  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  as  the 
speaker.  The  Intermediates,  Sen¬ 
iors,  and  Older  Youth  will  then 
separate  to  hear  guest  speakers  on 
topics  centered  around  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  its  part  in  the 
modern  world,  and  for  informa1 
discussions. 


Paragould 

“Journey  Into  Methodism”  was 
the  theme  of  a  Youth  Activities 
Week  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Paragould,  Ark.,  June  29-July  2. 
Under  the  counciling  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bill  Swafford  and  Mrs.  Dick 
Woodward  the  group  took  part  in 
an  impressive  list  of  activities. 

A  Youth  Caravan,  composed  of 
groups  of  young  people  in  auto¬ 
mobiles,  canvassed  the  city  for  other 
young  people  whom  they  conveyed 
to  the  church  for  a  supper  and  en¬ 
tertainment. 

On  June  29  a  trip  was  made  to 
Memphis  to  visit  the  Bethlehem 


PEWS  AND 
ACCESSORIES 


Every  pew  designed  and  constructed  by  L.  L 
Sams  &  Sons  is  representative  of  more  than  half 
a  century  of  experience  devoted  to  manufacture 
of  fine  church  furniture  ...  at  fair  prices. 
Write  for  free  brochure  No.  D-2. 


Center  for  Negroes,  a  Methodist 
Settlement  House,  and  the  Wesley 
Center.  Afterwards  a  supper  and 
worship  service  was  held  at  River¬ 
side  Park.  The  next  day  a  trip  was 
made  to  Jonesboro  to  visit  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Synagogue,  followed  by  swim¬ 
ming  at  the  Jonesboro  Community 
Center  and  the  later  supper  at  the 
dining  hall  of  Arkansas  State  Col¬ 
lege.  Vesper  services  were  held 
for  them  at  the  Wesley  Foundation 
on  the  Arkansas  State  campus. 
July  1,  the  group  attended  Mass  at 
St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Church,  Para¬ 
gould.  This  day  was  climaxed  by 
a  weiner  roast  on  the  church  park¬ 
ing  lot,  after  which  a  “Faggot 
Service”  was  held. 

The  final  day  the  members  of 
the  group  sold  their  services  to  cit¬ 
izens  of  the  city.  A  supper,  dis¬ 
cussion  period,  and  dedication  serv¬ 
ice  that  night  closed  the  week  of 
activities. 


North  Little  Rock 

A  week  full  of  fun,  fellowship, 
and  worship  was  had  during  Youth 
Activities  Week  at  the  Levy  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  North  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  “Choose  Life”  was  the  theme 
for  activities  week,  July  12-16. 

Leaders  for  the  week  were  Tuck¬ 
er  Steinmetz,  inspirational  speak¬ 
er;  Buddy  Jester,  Morrilton,  recrea¬ 
tional  leader;  Rev.  Bob  Edwards, 
Amboy  Methodist  Church,  North 
Little  Rock,  discussed  “Problems 
With  Parents”;  Paul  Griffin  Jr., 
Winfield  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  discussed  “Finding  Moral 
Standards  and  Christian  Answers”; 
Rev.  Bill  Douglas,  First  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  dis¬ 
cussed  “Learning  What  Love  Is”; 
Dr.  Kenneth  Lilly,  discussed  “Get¬ 
ting  Acquainted  with  a  Changing 
Body”;  and  Rev.  Norris  Steele,  Syl¬ 
van  Hills  Methodist  Church,  North 
Little  Rock,  discussed  “Finding  My¬ 
self.” 

The  week  of  activities  was  closed 
with  a  dedication  service  in  the 
church  sanctuary. 

James  Green  is  president  of  the 
Senior  Department;  Jesse  Lee  John¬ 
son,  Jr.  is  president  of  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  Department;  Rev.  Jesse 
Johnson  is  pastor;  and  Miss  Jessie 
Bridges  is  Youth  Director. 


The  money 

you  never  get  to  spend 

It’s  money  that  goes  for  part  of  you r  family's 
federal  taxes.  It’s  spent  on  one  of  the  most 
unnecessary  government  schemes  you  can  imag¬ 
ine— to  put  the  federal  government  farther  and 
farther  into  the  electric  business. 

$ 5,500,000,000  from  American  families  and 
businesses  have  already  gone  into  "public  power.” 
And  the  pressure  groups  behind  it  are  trying  to 
get  $ 10,000,000,000  more  in  the  near  future.  Yet 
America’s  many  independent  electric  light  and 
power  companies  are  able  and  ready  to  supply 
all  the  electricity  the  nation  needs,  without  de¬ 
pending  on  taxes. 

Don’t  you  think  this  unnecessary  federal 
"public  power”  spending  should  be  stopped? 
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Plans  are  being  made  for  family  night  programs  at  Asbury  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette.  A  very  important  part  of  the  Church's  program  since 
it  was  founded,  these  activities  give  people  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  get 
acquainted  with  each  other. 

The  committee  is  planning  the  first  program  for  this  year.  It  will  be 
held  on  September  8th.  The  theme  for  the  program  will  be  "School  Daze." 

Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Frank  Wright,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Duhe,  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Dean,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Frank  Wright,  and  Mrs.  W.  N.  Crawford. 

Annual  School  of  Missions  and  Christian 
Service  Scheduled  To  Conclude  Friday 

Methodist  women  from  throughout  Louisiana  are  in  attendance  at  the 
annual  School  of  Missions  and  Christian  Service,  scheduled  to  be  concluded 
tomorrow  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  in  Shreveport. 

The  annual  program  is  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Kilpatrick  of  Shreveport  is  president  of  the  state  WSCS,  and  Mrs.  Wideman 
Watson  of  Homer  is  serving  as  dean  of  the  school. 

Theme  of  the  school,  which  opened  with  registration  Monday  morning, 
is  “To  Kindle  ...  A  Growing  Light.”  Dr.  J.  T.  Carlyon,  retired  member  of 
the  North  Texas  Conference  and  currently  associate  minister  of  Lovers 
Lane  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  is  conducting  the  daily  Bible  Hours. 


National  Methodist  Scholarships  Are 
Granted  To  Six  at  Centenary  College 

Six  outstanding  young  Methodists  from  Louisiana  have  been  granted 
National  Methodist  Scholarships,  valued  at  $500  each,  to  enable  them  to  at¬ 
tend  Centenary  College  during  the  1959-60  academic  year. 

Frederick  W.  Schwendimann,  III,  son  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Schwen- 
dimann,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Coushatta,  and  Mrs. 
Schwendimann,  will  receive  the  scholarship  for  the  second  consecutive 
year.  Young  Schwendimann,  who  plans  to  enter  the  Methodist  ministry 
upon  the  completion  of  his  education,  will  be  a  sophomore  in  the  fall  and 
is  active  in  the  Methodist  Student  Movement  on  the  Centenary  campus. 
He  also  has  been  elected  to  various  offices  on  the  campus  and  is  active  in 
a  number  of  extra-curricular  activities. 

Prior  to  entering  Centenary,  he  was  an  officer  in  his  Sunday  School 


The  theme  of  his  addresses  is,  “The 
Idea  of  God  as  Revealed  in  the 
Scriptures.” 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  five- 
day  program  were  an  address  at 
7  p.m.  Tuesday  by  Miss  Beulah 
Reitz,  missionary  to  Africa,  and  a 
speech  illustrated  by  colored  slides, 
to  be  presented  by  Dr.  Keith  Mason, 
Shreveport  physician,  at  the  same 
hour  today.  Dr.  Mason  will  discuss 
medical  work  being  done  in  Africa. 
Miss  Reitz’s  address  attracted  many 
residents  of  the  Shreveport  area, 
both  Methodist  and  persons  of  oth¬ 
er  denominations,  and  Dr.  Mason’s 
address  also  is  open  to  the  public. 

Four  classes  are  being  offered  at 
this  year’s  school.  “Africa,”  a  class 
dealing  with  the  religious  customs, 
problems  and  mission  work  on  the 
Dark  Continent,  is  being  taught  by 
Miss  Louise  Robinson,  who  spent 
more  than  30  years  as  a  Methodist 
missionary  in  many  sections  of  the 
world,  and  by  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bell 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  member  of  the 
woman’s  division  and  teacher  in 
many  church  schools. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Charlton  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  author  of  works  for  children 
and  leader  in  activities  of  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  is  teach¬ 
ing  the  course  entitled,  “The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country.” 

The  third  course,  called  “The  Role 
of  the  United  Nations  in  World 
Affairs,”  is  being  taught  by  Dr. 
Alfred  W.  Wasson,  former  mission¬ 
ary,  teacher  and  church  executive, 
and  by  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  of  Baton 
Rouge,  vice  president  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
and  teacher  in  many  church  schools 


and  clinics. 

“The  Gospel  of  Luke,”  the  fourth 
class  offered,  is  being  taught  by  the 
following  persons:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Pax¬ 
ton,  former  missionary  to  Cuba  and 
secretary  of  Spiritual  Life;  Miss 
Mildred  Osment,  vice  president  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference  and 
teacher  in  several  schools  of  mis¬ 
sions,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Stinson, 
secretary  of  missionary  education, 
woman’s  division,  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  classes,  women 
in  attendance  at  the  school  are  at¬ 
tending  special  clinics  for  various 
phases  of  church  work. 

Remedial  Education 
Being  Developed 

A  Remedial  Education  program 
is  being  developed  at  MacDonell 
Methodist  Center,  Children’s  Home 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  at  Houma,  Louisiana. 
The  teacher,  from  the  public  school 
system,  conducted  a  six  week  class 
in  remedial  reading  this  summer 
for  eleven  MacDonell  children.  A 
full  program  of  diagnostic  testing 
was  used  before  and  after  the  ses¬ 
sion,  and  the  most  modern  of  read¬ 
ing  aid  materials  were  used.  Test 
results  at  the  close  of  the  session 
showed  improvements  ranging  up 
to  two  and  six  tenths  grade  levels 
in  reading  ability. 

Modern  school  furniture  for  the 
new  Education  room  was  purchased 
by  the  Lions’  Club  at  Houma  and 
donated  to  MacDonell  Methodist 
Center,. 


class  at  his  father’s  church,  served 
many  offices  in  the  MYF,  was  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Louisiana  MYF  at 
a  United  Nations  Seminar  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  earned  many  other  high 
honors. 

The  only  other  upperclassman  in 
the  group  of  recipients  is  Marie  Nel¬ 
son  of  Monroe,  who  also  will  be  a 
sophomore  in  September.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  Monroe,  she  has  served  as  choir 
member,  assistant  organist  and 
member  of  the  youth  council  there 
and  served  as  both  president  and 
district  president  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  She  is  majoring 
in  the  dual  subjects  of  music  and 
sociology  at  Centenary. 

Other  recipients  of  the  National 
JMethodist  Scholarships,  all  of  whom 
will  enter  Centenary  as  freshmen 
in  the  fall,  are  Barbara  Barbee  of 
Dallas,  Tex.,  Judy  Clarice  Horn  of 
Logansport,  William  Neal  Nelson  of 
jBastrop  and  Peggy  Jean  Netterville 
of  Baton  Rouge. 

Miss  Netterville,  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  also  has  been  awarded  $400 
in  direct  aid  by  members  of  the  50- 
50  Sunday  School  Class  of  the 
church  in  recognition  of  her  out¬ 
standing  work  in  the  church.  She 
has  served  as  vice  president  of  the 
Youth  Division  Council,  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fund 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  as 
(faith  chairman  in  her  sub-district 
and  has  held  many  other  important 
offices  and  chairmanships. 

Lewis  A.  Phillips,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  50-50  Sunday  School 
Class,  said  the  major  project  which 
finances  the  work  of  the  class  is  the 
annual  visit  to  Baton  Rouge  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir.  He  said 
that  members  of  the  class  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Miss  Netterville  “is 
truly  one  of  the  outstanding  young 
people  of  our  city  and  warmly  de¬ 
serves  any  small  recognition  or  as¬ 
sistance  that  may  come  her  way.” 

The  Bastrop  youth  is  a  member 
of  the  Bartholomew  Methodist 
Church  of  Bastrop,  where  he  has 
served  as  district  publicity  chair¬ 
man  of  the  MYF,  sub-district  presi¬ 
dent,  local  president  for  two  years 
and  treasurer  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fund  for  three  years. 

Miss  Horn,  a  member  of  the  Lo¬ 
gansport  Methodist  Church,  was  a 
member  of  both  the  children’s  and 
youth  choirs  and  later  of  the  adult 
choir,  served  as  MYF  president  and 
was  musician  for  the  primary  de¬ 
partment  of  her  church. 

Miss  Barbee,  a  member  of  the 
Brandon  Ave.  Methodist  Church  of 
Dallas,  served  on  the  Senior  MYF 
Council,  as  chairman  of  the  program 
area  of  Christian  Fellowship  and 
held  a  number  of  other  offices. 

The  National  Methodist  Scholar¬ 
ships  are  awarded  by  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  are  financed 
through  contributions  raised  on 


Methodist  Student  Day  in  local 
churches.  The  Centenary  scholarship 
committee,  headed  by  Dr.  R.  Leon¬ 
ard  Cooke,  concurs  in  the  selection 
of  the  recipients. 

Requirements  for  selection  for  one 
of  the  awards  are  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  Methodist  church  work,  high 
character,  financial  need  and  high 
scholarship.  The  scholarships  are 
renewable  for  one  year,  provided 
the  recipient  maintains  an  average 
of  at  least  “B”  in  his  college  work. 


The  Rev.  E.  Russell  Carter,  of 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  who  has  spent 
his  professional  life  working  to  im¬ 
prove  the  lot  of  Indian  Americans, 
has  been  named  director  of  Indian 
work  under  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  He  will  assume  his 
post  in  New  York  on  September  1. 
For  the  past  five  years,  Mr.  Carter 
has  been  the  National  Council’s 
field  representative  for  Indian 
work  and  has  traveled  through  the 
western  states  for  its  Division  of 
Home  Missions.  He  has  supervised 
interdenominational  religious  edu¬ 
cation  programs  in  thirteen  govern¬ 
ment  boarding  schools  and  church- 
sponsored  community  centers  for 
Indian  Americans  at  Rapid  City,  S. 
D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Phoen¬ 
ix,  Ariz.  He  has  also  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  coordinating  denomination¬ 
al  Indian  work  for  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Indian  workers. 


Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams,  pastor,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro,  will 
hold  revival  services  at  the  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  August 
23-28.  The  services  will  be  each 
morning  at  9:30  and  each  evening 
at  7:30. 

Youth  prayer  groups  and  Adult 
prayer  groups  will  be  held  daily  at 
6:30  p.m.  at  the  church. 

Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  the 
Southside  Church,  stated  everyone 
was  urged  to  come  and  hear  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams. 
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Including  among  those  participating  in  the  dedication  last  week  of  two 
new  buildings  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  at  the  Western  Methodist  Assembly  were, 
left  to  right,  J.  M.  Willson  of  Floydada,  Texas,  Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook  of  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzell  of  Fayetteville,  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of 
Little  Rock,  (see  accompanying  story) 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  Leads  Service  of 
Dedication  of  Two  Mt.  Sequoyah  Buildings 

Several  hundred  persons  were  in  attendance  when  two  new  buildings 
on  Mt.  Sequoyah  at  the  Western  Methodist  Assembly  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
were  dedicated  in  appropriate  services  at  noon,  Wednesday,  August  19. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area,  and 
chairman  of  the  Assembly’s  Board  of  Trustees,  led  in  the  services  of  dedi¬ 
cation. 

The  buildings  included  the  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin  Building  and  the 
J.  M.  Willson  Infirmary.  The  former  building  was  completed  last  year  and 
includes  11  classrooms,  a  visual  aid  room  and  chapel.  The  building  has 
been  named  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Will- 
son  of  Floydada,  Texas,  contributed  a  large  part  of  the  cost  of  the  infirmary 
which  is  in  use  for  the  first  time  during  this  season’s  program. 

Funds  for  the  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin  Building  were  contributed 
by  churches  and  individuals  from  throughout  the  eight-state  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  with  the  chapel  provided  by  a  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Perkins  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  the  visual  education  room  provided  by 
the  T.  L.  James  family  of  Ruston,  Louisiana.  The  late  T.  L.  James  was  a 
former  member  of  the  Assembly’s  board. 

Those  participating  with  Bishop  Martin  in  the  dedication  service  in¬ 
cluded  Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Assembly  superintendent,  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womel- 
dorf  of  Oklahoma  City,  executive  secretary  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  Dr.  J.  C.  Montgomery  of  Popu¬ 
lar  Bluff,  Missouri,  board  member, 
who  delivered  the  dedicatory  ad¬ 
dress,  Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook  of  Fay¬ 
etteville,  former  Assembly  super¬ 
intendent  who  presented  the  Paul 
and  Mildred  Martin  Building  for 
dedication,  Mr.  Willson,  also  a  board 
member,  who  presented  the  infir¬ 
mary  building  for  dedication,  and 
Rev.  Lamar  S'.  Clark  of  Jasper, 
Texas,  board  member. 

During  a  two  day  session  of  the 
Assembly’s  board  prior  to  the  dedi¬ 
cation  service,  the  board  authorized 
a  ten  year  development  program 
which  includes  employment  of  arch¬ 
itectural  service  to  project  the  As¬ 
sembly’s  development,  the  erection 
of  two  permanent  type  cottages  for 
all  season  use,  and  completely  re¬ 
modeling  the  office-administration 
building. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Aug.  27  -  Sept.  5  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the .  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Aug.  27  .  |  John  3:19-24 

Aug.  28  I  John  4:1-6 

Aug.  29  .  |  John  4:7-12 

Aug.  30  I  John  4:13-21 

Aug.  31  .  |  John  5:1-5 

Sept.  1  .  I  John  5:6-12 

?ePt-  2  .  I  John  5:13-21 

Sept.  3  II  John  1:1-13 

Sept.  4  .  Ill  John  1:1-15 

Sept.  5  .  Jude  1:1-13 


Labor  Day  Message  of  the  NCC  Stresses 
The  Importance  of  Collective  Bargaining 

New  York  (NC) — The  1959  Labor  Sunday  Message  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  stresses  the  importance  of  collective  bargaining  “in 
an  orderly  society,”  and  calls  upon  labor  and  management  “to  consider  and 
respect  the  rights  of  the  vast  majority  of  our  people”  who  do  not  take  part 
in  collective  bargaining. 

The  Message  reminds  the  churches  of  their  obligation  to  develop  a 
deeper  concern  for  labor’s  needs  and  functioning.  It  will  be  read  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  Protestant  churches  on  Sunday,  September  6. 

“It  is  right  and  fitting  that  the  churches  recognize  and  stress  the  vital 
place  of  a  free  labor  movement  in,  and  its  contribution  to,  our  society 
through  the  institution  of  collective  bargaining,”  the  Message  states.  The 
1,000-word  statement  is  issued  through  the  Department  of  the  Church  and 
Economic  Life  of  the  National  Council.  It  is  the  42nd  annual  statement  is¬ 
sued  on  Labor  Sunday. 

Organized  labor  and  management  are  both  commended  in  the  message 
for  sharing  the  “credit  for  the  high  place  which  collective  bargaining  .  .  . 
holds  today  among  our  democratic  institutions.” 

The  Message  calls  on  labor  and  management  to  recognize  the  fact  that, 
“since  free  collective  bargaining  is  one  of  the  established^features  of  the 
American  economy,  the  continuance  of  responsible  action”  on  their  part 


The  New  Christian 
Advocate  To 
Make  Changes 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  here 
has  announced  several  changes  in 
The  New  Christian  Advocate,  ef¬ 
fective  October  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
Lovick  Pierce,  Nashville,  president 
of  the  publishing  house  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

“The  New”  will  be  dropped  from 
the  title,  and  the  publication  will 
be  called  Christian  Advocate. 

It  will  be  published  every  other 
Thursday  rather  than  once  a  month, 
as  is  now  the  case. 

The  format  will  be  new,  8%  by 
11  inches  in  size,  24  pages  in  length, 
produced  in  two  colors.  It  is  cur¬ 
rently  a  digest-size  publication. 

“The  present  type  of  content  will 
be  included,”  said  Mr.  Pierce,  “and 
in  addition,  improvements  will  be 
made  in  the  publication  through 
editorials,  news,  and  discussion.” 

•The  publication  will  be  directed 
primarily  to  the  Methodist  minister, 
as  it  is  now,  but  should  have  great 
appeal  to  the  layman  interested  in 
the  work  of  the  church,  said  Mr. 
Pierce. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Aug.  31-Sept.  4  Conference  on  Human 
Relations,  Dallas,  Texas 
Relations,  Dallas,  Texas 
Sept.  11  District  Directors  of  Camping 
Sept.  21  Baton  Rouge  District  Public 
Relations  Seminar 

Sept.  22  Alexandria  District  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Seminar 

Sept.  27  Church  School  Rally  Day 
Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education 
Week 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-Year  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting, 
Natchitoches 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 


is  an  absolute  necessity.” 

The  problem  that  corruption  pos¬ 
es  for  the  churches  is  also  examined 
in  the  Message.  It  declares: 

“It  is  indeed  right  for  church  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  concerned  about  malprac¬ 
tices  and  corruption  by  some  lead¬ 
ers  of  labor,  in  some  instances 
acquiesced  in  by  union  members. 
This  concern  also  is  shared  widely 
among  the  leaders  and  members  of 
organized  labor.  But  church  people 
must  not  forget  corruption  disclosed 
on  the  part  of  management  as  well. 
On  this  Labor  Sunday  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  our  churches  and  their 
members  to  see  not  only  the  in¬ 
stances  of  corrupton  in  labor  but 
also  to  recognize  the  essential  func¬ 
tion  and  permanent  contribution  of 
organized  labor.” 

The  Message  urges  the  “churches 
to  re-examine  their  own  contribu¬ 
tions  toward  the  needs  and  func¬ 
tioning  of  strong  and  responsible 
labor  unions.  We  urge  our  churches 
to  promote  among  their  people  an 
appreciation  of  the  legitimate  and 
necessary  role  of  organized  labor  in 
our  free  society.  Free  labor  unions 
are  important  to  all  free  people  in 
today’s  world.” 

The  churches  are  urged  in  the 
Message  to  assist  the  large  body  in 
their  membership  who  belong  to 
unions  “to  participate  more  effec¬ 
tively  and  responsibly  in  the  life 
and  affairs  of  their  unions.” 

“Basic  Principles  Relating  to  Col¬ 
lective  Bargaining,”  a  statement 
adopted  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  appended  to  the  Mes- 
age.  The  opening  sentence  of  the 
statement  recognizes  “the  right  of 
both  employers  and  employees  to 
organize  for  collective  bargaining, 
and  in  connection  with  employees 
we  believe  that  it  is  generally  de¬ 
sirable  to  do  so.” 

The  first  interchurch,  nation-wide 
observance  of  Labor  Sunday  was 
held  in  1910.  The  annual  message 
was  instituted  seven  years  later  as 
part  of  the  observance.  Now  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  33-denomination  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  it  is  one 
of  the  oldest. 
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REV.  C.  B.  WHITE,  superintendent  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  DeRidder  on  Sunday,  August  16.  Rev.  Robert 
H.  Jamieson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

YOUTH  SUNDAY  was  held  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lafayette,  on  August  16.  As  a 
climax  to  Youth  Activities  Week  the  Senior 
Youth  of  the  church  conducted  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Reports  were  given  on  the  various 
phases  of  the  Week.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

REV.  LUMAN  DOUGLAS,  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District,  preached  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Sunday,  August  16,  in 
the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Virgil  Morris,  and 
MrsA  Morris,  who  were  in  Alaska.  Dr.  Morris  re¬ 
turned  from  Alaska  and  was  in  the  pulpit  of  the 
church  again  on  Sunday,  August  23. 

DR.  JOHN  B.  ENTREKIN  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  the  guest  speaker  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church  on  July  28. 
His  subject,  “T  h  e  Role  of  Religion  In  This 
Scientific  Age.”  Herman  Bass  is  president  of 
the  Methodist  Men  and  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams 
is  the  pastor. 

/-ACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  was  held  at 
the  Algiers  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
August  3-7  with  143  enrolled.  The  general  topic 
that  was  carried  out  by  the  teachers  was,  “We 
Worship  As  We  Work.”  The  closing  was  held 
on  Sunday  morning  with  a  carefully  arranged 
display  of  the  crafts  completed  by  the  children. 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Cassingham  was  in  charge  of  the 
school.  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon  is  the  pastor. 

EV.  PRICE  ALLEN,  pastor  of  the  Oil  City 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  speaker  in 
evangelistic  services  at  the  Locust  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  July  27-August  2.  There  were  thir¬ 
teen  additions  to  the  church,  all  on  profession  of 
faith.  There  was  a  Homecoming  Service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  August  2,  with  an  old  fashioned  dinner  on 
the  ground.  Rev.  John  D.  Bell  is  pastor  of  the 
Kilbourne-Locust  Grove  Charge. 

DR.  E.  T.  WAYLAND,  retired  member  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  who  writes  the 
Sunday  School  Lessons  published  in  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  and  the  Arkansas  Methodist,  wrote 
the  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  July,  August 
and  September  series  of  the  “Bible  Lessons  for 
Adults”  for  1959.  Dr.  Wayland  is  now  writing 
the  series  of  lessons  that  will  be  used  in  October, 
November  and  December  of  1960  for  the  “Bible 
Lessons  for  Adults.”  Dr.  Wayland  is  a  former 
editor  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist  and  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Methodist. 

REV.  C.  EBB  MUNDEN  III,  pastor  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  Methodist  Church,  Metairie,  reports 
that  the  new  $26,000  class  room  addition  to  the 
church  is  about  half  finished.  The  modern  brick 
structure  will  be  attached  to  the  back  of  the 


first  unit  of  the  church  which  was  built  last 
year.  The  new  building  will  provide  six  addi¬ 
tional  class  rooms,  each  16’xl6’  and  two  bath¬ 
rooms.  The  church  has,  since  its  organization 
just  two  years  ago,  received  in  membership  a 
total  of  426  and  has  a  church  school  enrollment 
of  430. 

ANEW  BALDWIN,  Church  Model  Organ  has 
been  purchased  for  the  Greensburg  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Mrs.  Gladys  Adams  bought  the  organ 
in  memory  of  her  husband,  Clayton  E.  Adams. 
The  organ  was  in  the  church  for  demonstration 
by  the  Capital  Piano  Company  of  Baton  Rouge 
Sunday,  August  16.  A  sacred  music  program  of 
singing  and  organ  solos  were  enjoyed  by  the 
congregation  and  friends  of  the  church  who  at¬ 
tended  in  large  numbers,  and  the  organ  was 
dedicated  at  the  close  of  the  service  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  James  A.  Knight. 

REV.  LOUIS  COPPAGE,  associate  minister  of 
Hayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  led  the  noon  devotions  at  the  Church 
House,  New  Orleans,  Monday  through  Friday, 
August  17-21.  The  devotional  services  are  con¬ 
ducted  from  12:10  until  12:20  p.m.  daily  under 
auspices  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Coopage  preached 
on  the  theme  “The  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son.” 
Counseling  service  is  offered  at  the  Church 
House  throughout  the  week  by  appointment. 

DEEN  THOMPSON,  a  senior  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  who  is  preparing  for  the  Methodist  min¬ 
istry,  was  guest  preacher  at  both  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  of  the  Plaquemine  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  August  9.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
presently  helping  the  youth  director  of  the  Den¬ 
ham  Springs  Miethodist  Church.  He  used  as  his 
subject,  “How  to  Live  All  Your  Life.”  Rev.  Ned 
Stout,  pastor  of  the  Denham  Springs  Methodist 
Church  preached  on  Sunday,  August  16,  using 
the  subject  “Persistence.”  The  pastor,  Rev.  Wil- 
lima  J.  Reid,  was  on  vacation. 

MEMBERS  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  were  in  charge  of 
the  evening  worship  service  on  Sunday,  August 
2.  Mrs.  Floyd  Martin,  program  chairman,  was 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Mid  Cole,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Blanken- 
baker,  and  Mrs.  Floy  Woods.  Seven  characters 
from  the  book  “Feminine  Faces”  by  Dr.  Clovis 
Chappell,  were  given.  Participating  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  were  Mrs.  Kate  LeBlanc,  Mrs.  Erbie  Dion, 
Mrs.  Herschell  Kimsey,  Mrs.  Della  Reynolds, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Payne,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Sumrall,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Normand  Terry,  Mrs.  Elmer  Neely,  Mrs.  Maurice 
Williams,  Mrs.  Ed  Gillis,  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  McGrede. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ST.  MATTHEW’S  Methodist  Church  of  Metairie 
announces  the  opening  of  its  Day  School  on 
Monday,  Sept.  14.  The  school  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Charles  Miller,  a  member  of 
the  church,  and  a  former  faculty  member  of 


NOTICE  TO  THE  PASTORS  IN  THE 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

If  you  have  not  sent  in  your  card  ord¬ 
ering  offering  envelopes  for  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month 
during  November,  will  you  please  do  so 
right  away. 

The  envelopes  carry  small  pictures  of 
the  already  built  homes  and  also  of  the 
future  homes  and  will  help  greatly  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  program. 

Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  P.O.  Box 
175,  Logansport,  Louisiana. 


DR.  J.  A.  WADE  SUCCUMBS 

Dr.  Junius  A.  Wade,  aged  72,  of  El  Dorado, 
a  retired  Methodist  minister,  died  Thursday, 
August  20,  at  El  Dorado. 

Dr.  Wade  held  pastorates  at  Stamps,  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Village  Circuit,  Glenwood,  Emerson, 
Waldo,  Shady  Grove,  Louisiana,  and  Wortham, 
Texas.  He  formerly  taught  school  in  Louisiana 
and  in  Columbia  County.  He  received  a  doctors 
degree  from  a  Dallas  Theological  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs.  Blanche 
McKennon  Wade;  three  sons,  Maj.  Gen.  Horace 
M.  Wade,  commander  of  an  air  division  in 
Morocco,  Capt.  James  Adrian  Wade  of  Wright- 
Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  O.,  and  Milven  Wade 
of  El  Dorado;  a  brother,  Ed  Wade  of  Minden, 
Louisiana;  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Lena  Hollenshead 
and  Mrs.  C.  Q.  Hollenshead  of  Haynesville,  La. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  Smith  and  Mrs.  Cicero  Smith  of 
Minden,  La.,  and  four  grandchildren. 


Metairie  Country  Day  School.  The  enrollment  of 
the  school  is  limited  to  50  children.  These  will 
be  divided  into  three  groups  so  as  to  assure  each 
child  adequate  play  space  and  personal  super¬ 
vision  by  the  staff  to  help  him  grow  socially  and 
academically.  Any  child  that  will  be  five  years 
old,  on  or  before  January  1,  1960  is  eligible  to 
attend.  There  is  a  registration  fee  of  $10.00.  Rev. 
C.  Ebb  Munden  III  is  the  pastor. 

1AWSON  TAIT,  mayor  of  Jonesboro,  was  guest 
i  speaker  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Methodist  Church,  July  20.  Mrs.  Sam  Lucky, 
president,  conducted  the  meeting,  which  opened 
with  prayer  by  Mrs.  J.  J.  Briehn.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  business  session,  the  program,  “Build¬ 
ing  Christian  Character  in  Youth”  was  presented 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Briehn,  program 
chairman.  Mayor  Tait  spoke  on  the  topic,  “Juve¬ 
nile  Delinquency,  its  Cause  and  Cure.”  He  point¬ 
ed  out  that  since  the  opening  of  the  Jonesboro 
Recreation  Center,  juvenile  delinquency  has 
shown  a  marked  decline  in  the  city.  Rev.  A.  P. 
Smith  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  preached  at  the  two 
morning  worship  services  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  August  9,  16, 
and  23.  On  Sunday  evening,  August  16,  the 
Youth  of  the  church  were  in  charge  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  This  was  the  beginning  of  Youth 
Activities  Week  at  the  church  and  speakers,  in¬ 
cluded  John  P.  Gunn,  Carole  Bell  and  Reed 
Armstrong.  Carolyn  Wilkerson  read  the  scrip¬ 
ture  and  gave  the  evening  prayer.  Martha  Wil¬ 
liams  was  the  soloist  and  the  anthem,  “Closer 
Still  With  Thee,”  was  sung  by  the  Senior-Older 
Youth  Choir.  Carley  Fox  led  the  congregational 
singing.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  is  pastor  of  the  church 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LIFE’S  INVISIBLE  LINKS 

During  the  Second  World  War  an  American  aviator  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  his  mother  in  which  he  said,  “From  the  air  the  world  looks  so 
small  and  so  much  one.  If  I  am  around  when  this  is  over,  I  hope  to 
have  a  hand  in  helping  to  reconstruct  the  world.  I  have  a  deep  and 
abiding  faith  that  some  day  the  boundaries  between  nations  will  be 
no  more  than  the  boundaries  between  states  in  our  own  country.” 

When  that  young  airman  said  the  world  looked  small,  he  was  no 
doubt  expressing  the  feeling  of  that  vast  flock  of  fliers  who  are  getting 
a  bird’s-eye  view  of  this  old  world. 

To  all  these  air  pilots  how  small  the  world  must  seem,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  way  it  looked  to  me  as  a  boy.  To  them,  crossing 
the  continent  or  the  ocean  seems  almost  less  of  a  journey  than  a  trip 
to  my  state  capital  at  Columbus  seemed  to  me  as  a  lad  on  an  Ohio 
farm.  They  are  familiar  with  far-away  shores  which  were  only  dream 
spots  to  the  youth  of  my  generation. 

And  in  these  journeyings  our  modern  travelers  are  weaving  webs 
of  association.  How  often  it  happens  when  in  a  group  that  we  start 
asking  if  another  person  knows  so-and-so  in  such-and-such  a  place, 
and  before  long  we  have  uncovered  such  a  meshwork  of  mutual  ac¬ 
quaintanceship  that  someone  is  sure  to  come  forth  with  the  trite 
remark,  “What  a  small  place  the  world  is,  after  all!” 

A  company  of  people  is  like  a  clump  of  forest  trees  in  this  re¬ 
gard,  that  the  members,  like  the  trees,  seem  to  be  separate,  but  when 
you  dig  below  the  surface  you  find  their  roots  intertwined.  We  are 
joined  by  so  many  of  life’s  invisible  links. 

There  are  at  least  two  ways  of  making  the  world  seem  small: 
not  only  by  travel  over  it  with  ever-increasing  speed  and  frequency, 
but  by  digging  down  to  the  roots  of  these  invisible  links  and  seeing 
how  people  are  knit  together.  Hence,  let  us  put  alongside  the  avi¬ 
ator’s  letter  which  I  quoted,  the  letter  of  an  aged  man  who  also  had 
seen  much  of  the  world  of  his  day. 

The  distances  he  had  covered  would  seem  trifling  to  a  modern 
air  pilot,  but  to  him  as  he  trudged  along  on  foot  or  sailed  in  the  little 
first-century  sailing  vessels,  the  distances  must  have  seemed  quite 
considerable. 

He  had  been  born  in  the  city  of  Tarsus  in  Asia  Minor,  and  after 
his  spiritual  experience,  came  his  missionary  journeys  over  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  world.  Now  he  was  in  Rome,  a  prisoner  awaiting  trial  and 
probable  death. 

Paul,  as  he  writes  this  letter,  is  viewing  the  world  not  from  an 
airplane  but  from  his  prison  cell.  Said  the  Apostle  Paul:  “I  bow  my 
knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the  whole 
family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named.” 

To  Paul  the  world  seemed  a  small  place  because  he  belonged  to 
the  world-wide  and  heaven-wide  family  of  God. 

During  this  month  of  August  I  have  been  visiting  the  lands  Saint 
Paul  traveled.  I  came  to  Palestine  by  way  of  Egypt.  To  my  father, 
Egypt  seemed  just  about  the  most  distant  place  in  the  world.  When 
anything  seemed  unreachable  he  was  wont  to  use  this  expression: 
“Why,  we  can  no  more  do  that  than  fly  to  Egypt.”  Now  we  can  fly 
from  America  to  Cairo  in  less  than  24  hours. 

But  it  is  more  than  the  speed  of  travel  which  makes  the  people 
of  the  world  seem  to  be  getting  closer  together.  I  was  in  these  lands 
of  the  Near  East  30  years  ago.  Now  I  note  the  increasing  similarities 
of  dress  between  the  East  and  the  West.  And  by  means  of  radio  and 
press  the  citizens  of  Damascus  and  Jerusalem  are  getting  the  news 
of  the  world  at  the  same  time  we  readers  in  America  receive  it. 

Also  business  as  well  as  news  is  linking  the  world  together. 
Even  some  20  years  ago  a  press  correspondent  visiting  the  island  of 
Bali  saw  some  native  garments  in  a  pawnshop.  Times  were  bad  in 
Bali.  The  people  there  were  dependent  for  their  livelihood  on  the 
export  of  hogs  to  Malaya.  But  Malaya  was  not  buying  hogs  because 
that  country  could  not  sell  its  rubber  in  America.  Hence  the  reporter 
wrote  an  article  pointing  out  that  because  the  tire  business  was  bad 
in  Akron,  Ohio,  the  natives  in  the  South  Sea  Island  of  Bali  were 
forced  to  pawn  their  clothes. 

Yet  beyond  these  links  of  travel  and  trade  and  thought  there 
must  be  the  feeling  of  kinship  which  comes  from  membership  in  the 
family  of  God.  God  made  us  all  “of  one  blood  to  dwell  together  on  all 
the  face  of  the  earth.” 

“In  Him  there  is  no  East  or  West,  In  Him  no  North  or  South,  but 
one  great  fellowship  of  love,  throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 


"He  must've  really  told  'em  off  today!" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Town  of  Raub 

There’s  not  a  chance  in  a  million 
that  you  have  heard  of  the  little 
town  of  Raub.  It  is  situated  in  the 
state  of  Pahang,  in  the  Malayan 
Federation.  Many  of  you  will  have 
to  look  on  the  map  to  find  where 
Malaya  is,  but  it  is  the  end  of  the 
long  peninsula  that  hangs  down 
from  southeast  Asia.  At  the  bottom 
is  Singapore,  where  we  spent  a 
week.  Now  we  are  in  a  little  com¬ 
munity  far  removed  from  anything 
that  most  of  you  ever  dreamed  of. 
The  trip  from  the  Kuala  Lumpur 
airport  to  here  took  us  through  the 
densest  jungles  that  I  ever  saw. 
There  are  tigers,  bear,  and  wild 
pigs  in  these  woods  and  I  don’t 
care  about  meeting  any  of  them. 
The  villages  exist  so  that  people 
can  live  close  enough  together  to 
be  fairly  safe.  The  Communists, 
another  form  of  “wild  animal,” 
once  held  a  small  village  as  a 
stronghold  in  this  part  of  the  world 
but  they  have  been  driven  out, 
even  at  the  cost  of  the  blood  of 
Christian  martyrs. 

But  the  challenge  of  Raub  is  not 
in  the  job  of  a  physical  conquest  of 
the  jungle.  It  lies  in  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  plant  the  Cross  of  Christ  in 
a  center  of  a  country  that  actually 
begs  for  the  story  of  Jesus.  There 
are  many  Malayas  here  and  all  of 
them  are  Muslims.  They  are  insult¬ 
ed  to  be  invited  to  become  Chris¬ 
tians,  so  we  must  leave  them  to 
their  own  religion.  But  there  are 
thousands  of  Chinese  and  Tamils 
(from  India)  who  want  to  hear  the 
Good  News.  We  have  a  girls’  school 
here,  headed  by  Mabel  Mitchel 
from  Ava,  Missouri.  Mabel  is  doing 


a  grand  job  as  principal,  and  lead¬ 
ing  a  dedicated  and  attractive 
group  of  young  women  on  the  job 
of  teaching  377  young  girls.  There 
are  several  schools  here  and  we 
have  been  assigned  the  job  of 
training  the  Indian  and  Chinese 
girls.  Of  course  we  would  be  happy 
to  teach  the  others  also,  but  there 
is  not  enough  money  to  go  around. 
In  fact,  this  school  that  “we”  oper¬ 
ate  is  not  operated  by  “us”  at  all. 
Aside  from  the  salary  of  Mabel, 
all  other  expenses  are  borne  by  the 
local  people,  holding  all  sorts  of 
money-raising  events  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  raising  the  necessary  funds. 
And  in  case  you  don’t  like  this  way 
of  raising  money  for  the  Lord,  you 
can  help  out  by  tithing  (if  you  are 
not  already  doing  it)  and  by  be¬ 
coming  more  sensitive  to  the  needs 
of  our  brothers  across  the  seas. 

This  week  we  shall  be  preaching 
in  the  village  of  Tras,  once  a  Com¬ 
munist  headquarters.  The  village 
was  closed  for  a  time  and  allowed 
to  go  back  to  jungle.  Then  the  In¬ 
dian  people  went  back,  and  now  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  an¬ 
swer  their  request  for  Christian 
services.  They  sent  word  that  they 
wanted  services  to  be  held  there 
this  week  while  we  are  holding 
them  at  Raub.  That  probably  will 
be  my  high  privilege.  It  is  not  un¬ 
reasonable  to  expect  a  number  of 
them  to  accept  Christ.  At  present 
we  have  only  one  family  there. 
What  a  joy  to  dream  of  leaving  a 
small  congregation  there  after 
speaking  to  these  humble  children 
of  God! 


AUGUST  27,  1959 
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Plans  for  New  Women’s  Dormitory  are 
Now  Underway  at  Centenary  College 

Approval  of  a  $425,000  loan  from  the  Community  Facilities  Adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  U.  S.  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  for  construction 
of  a  $500,000  women’s  dormitory  at  Centenary  College  has  been  announced. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary,  said  bids  for  construction 
of  the  dormitory  probably  will  be  received  within  the  next  few  months, 
and  expectations  are  that  the  facility  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the 
f^ll  of  1960.  A  building  to  house  84  women  has  been  planned,  and  the 


facility  will  be  patterned  after 
Hardin  Hall. 

The  new  dormitory  will  be  locat¬ 
ed  just  east  of  James  Memorial 
Dormitory,  between  it  and  the  col¬ 
lege  cafeteria.  It  will  be  a  one- 
story  structure  of  brick  and  steel 
construction,  designed  to  blend 
with  other  campus  architecture. 

James  Dormitory  houses  96  wom¬ 
en  students,  while  Hardin  Hall 
provides  quarters  for  68  feminine 
students.  Both  are  among  the 
newer  buildings  on  the  campus. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  the  remainder  of 
the  $500,000  costs,  over  and  above 
the  $425,000  loan,  will  be  financed 
by  Centenary.  Meanwhile,  he  add¬ 
ed,  plans  for  adding  another  dormi¬ 
tory  for  men  students  now  are  in 
the  talking  stages.  Rotary  Hall,  the 
only  -dormitory  for  men  on  the 
campus,  provides  quarters  for  140 
students. 

Both  the  new  girls’  dormitory 
and  the  new  facility  for  men  stu¬ 
dents  are  part  of  the  long-range  de¬ 
velopment  program  for  the  college, 
Dr.  Mickle  said. 

Annual  School 
Of  Missions 
Concludes  Meeting 

The  1959  School  of  Missions  and 
Christian  Service,  concluded  Fri¬ 
day  on  the  campus  of  Centenary 
College,  was  termed  “the  largest 
in  enrollment  and  one  of  the  most 
inspiring”  ever  held. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  president  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  Mrs.  Wideman 
Watson  of  Homer,  dean  of  this 
year’s  school,  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  the  five-day  program 
was  “highly  successful.” 

“We  have  had  Methodist  women 
from  every  section  of  Louisiana, 
and  local,  district  and  conference 
officers  were  among  those  regis¬ 
tered,”  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  said.  “Our 
staff  this  year  was  exceptionally 
well  qualified.” 

Mrs.  Watson  said  the  enrollment 
of  367  was  the  largest  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  school.  Attendance  by 
districts  was  as  follows:  Alexan¬ 
dria,  15;  Baton  Rouge,  34;  Lafay¬ 
ette,  14;  Lake  Charles,  16;  Monroe, 
25;  New  Orleans,  22;  Ruston,  25, 
and  Shreveport,  205. 

Theme  of  this  year’s  event  was 
“To  Kindle  ...  a  Growing  Light.” 
Four  classes  were  offered,  and  de¬ 
partmental  clinics,  discussions,  a 
daily  Bible  hour,  a  missionary 
hour  and  a  number  of  special 
events  were  included  on  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  Bible  hour  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Carlyon,  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  of  Lovers  Lane 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Tex., 
on  the  general  theme,  “The  Idea  of 


MacDonell  Center 
Developing  Boy 
Scout  Program 

With  the  aid  of  the  two  Methodist 
Churches  in  Houma,  MacDonell 
Methodist  Center  is  developing  a 
full  Boy  Scout  program^ 

Two  Cub  Dens,  a  part  of  the  Cub 
Pack  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
meet  at  MacDonell,  with  the  boys 
living  at  the  Center  and  other  boys 
from  the  neighborhood  taking  part. 

In  February,  Scout  Troop  307  was 
organized  under  the  joint  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  First  Methodist  and  Houma 
Heights  Methodist  Churches.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  boys  have  already  re¬ 
ceived  their  Tenderfoot  badges,  and 
one  has  received  his  Second  Class 
Scout  badge.  They  have  gone  on  a 
number  of  hikes  and  cook  outs  and 
one  overnight  camp.  At  the  District 
Camporee  held  in  May,  Troop  307 
received  a  third  place  ribbon. 

MacDonell  Methodist  Center  is 
the  Children’s  Home  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  in 
Houma,  Louisiana. 


God  as  Revealed  in  the  Scriptures.” 

The  course  on  “Africa”  was 
taught  by  Miss  Louise  Robinson, 
Methodist  missionary  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  for  more  than 
30  years,  and  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bell 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  member  of 
the  woman’s  division  and  teacher 
in  many  similar  schools. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Charlton  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  author  of  religious  works  for 
children  and  adult  leader  at  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  taught 
the  course  called,  “The  Church’s 
Mission  in  Town  and  Country.” 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  of  Baton 
Rouge,  vice  president  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
and  teacher  in  many  church  schools 
and  clinics,  taught  one  section  of 
the  class  entitled,  “The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs.” 
The  other  section  was  taught  by 
Dr.  Alfred  W.  Wasson,  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea  and  author  of  a 
number  of  books  on  religious  sub¬ 
jects  and  missionary  work. 

The  fourth  course,  entitled,  "The 
Gospel  of  Luke,”  was  taught  by 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  Cuba  and  secretary  of  spir¬ 
itual  life;  Miss  Mildred  Osment, 
vice  president  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  and  teacher  in  sev¬ 
eral  schools  of  missions,  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Stinson,  secretary  of  mis¬ 
sionary  education,  woman’s  divis¬ 
ion,  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  School,  held  each  year  at 
Centenary  College,  opened  on  Mon¬ 
day,  August  17.  Women  attending 
were  quartered  in  Centenary  dorm¬ 
itories  and  took  their  meals  in  the 
college  cafeteria. 


Shown  above  is  E.  E.  McBee,  member  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist 
Church,  as  he  began  work  on  the  two  acre  area  which  the  church  as  pur¬ 
chased  for  use  as  a  parking  lot.  Work  began  Monday,  August  10. 


“Talk  Back”  Films 
To  Be  Available 
For  Church  Use 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Films 
from  the  religious  television  series, 
“Talk  Back,”  will  be  available  for 
use  by  churches  September  1. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer, 
Nashville,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  (TRAFCO),  pro¬ 
ducer  of  the  programs. 

“We  believe  churches  that  use 
the  films  will  find  that  they  stimu¬ 
late  thinking  and  discussion  on 
vital  issues,”  said  Dr.  Spencer. 

Each  “Talk  Back”  program  be¬ 
gins  with  a  filmed  human  situation 
drama  about  13  minutes  in  length. 
The  drama  presents  a  problem  but 


no  solution.  In  television  broad¬ 
casts,  the  last  part  of  the  program 
consists  of  a  live  local  panel  which 
discusses  the  problem  and  possible 
Christian  solutions  to  it. 

The  first  series  of  13  films  deals 
with  pressures  of  modern  living, 
guilt,  knowing  God’s  will,  life’s 
good  and  bad  breaks,  prayer,  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  in  business,  suffer¬ 
ing,  civic  responsibility,  anxieties 
and  fears,  life’s  meaning,  belonging 
and  acceptance,  insecurity  and 
rearing  children. 

The  series  was  released  to  tele¬ 
vision  stations  October  1,  1958.  It 
has  appeared  on  70  television  sta¬ 
tions  across  the  country  and  is  now 
being  scheduled  on  many  others. 

A  second  series  of  “Talk  Back” 
programs  will  be  available  for 
television  stations  November  1,  and 
it,  like  the  first  series,  also  will  be 
available  for  local-church  use. 


Roll  Call  and  Homecoming  were  held  recently  at  the  Gordon  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  Two  families  having  the  most  members  present 
were  the  Fleming  family,  representing  four  generations,  and  the  Ferrington 
family,  representing  three  generations. 

They  are  (I.  to  r.)  top  row;  Mrs.  Carolyn  Fleming  Bernice,  Mrs.  Dale 
Fleming  Fields,  C.  V.  Fleming,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Ferring¬ 
ton,  and  Miss  Katherine  Ferrington;  second  row,  Mrs.  C.  V.  Fleming,  Mrs. 
Lizzie  Burnett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Ferrington,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ferrington  Hatta- 
way,  and  Ruth  Ann  Hattaway;  bottom  row,  Daryl  Bernice,  Dennis  Fields, 
Jr.,  Gordon  Bernice,  Jr.,  Alice  Hattaway,  Martha  Hattaway,  and  Sue  Hatta¬ 
way. 
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Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bib|e  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  September  6,  1959:  THE  PERIL  OF  PRIDE 

READ:  OBED1AH  CHAPTER  1.  LESSON  TEXT,  OBEDIAH  1-4,  10-15. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Seek  good  and  not  evil,  that  you  may  live;  and  so  the 
LORD  the  God  of  hosts,  will  be  with  you.  Amos  5:14.  (RSV) 


The  prophet  Obediah  wrote  a  very  short 
message,  a  single  chapter  with  twenty-one 
verses.  It  is  the  shortest  book  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  Nevertheless,  in  the  opening  clauses  of 
the  first  verse,  Obediah  declares  that  he  has  had 
a  vision.  He  begins  his  prophecy  with  the  oft- 
repeated  phrase  of  the  prophets,  “Thus  saith  the 
Lord.”  Hence,  long  or  short,  he  would  have  his 
readers  to  know  that  his  brief  book  is  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  God. 

While  there  are  twelve  other  Obediahs  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible,  the  name  Obediah  is  not 
mentioned,  as  a  prophet,  in  any  other  book  of 
the  Bible.  Neither  does  any  other  book  carry 
a  direct  reference  to  the  Book  of  Obediah.  Con¬ 
sequently  it  is  felt  that  the  Obediah  of  this  book 
is  a  different  man  than  any  of  the  other  twelve 
Obediahs  mentioned.  It  is  believed,  also,  that  he 
:s  the  writer  of  this  book.  Just  when  he  wrote 
is  not  so  easily  determined. 

Many  think  that  the  writing  refers  to  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Chaldeans  in 
586  B.C.  If  this  be  true,  it  would  follow  that  the 
book  was  written  after  the  fall  of  Jerusalem. 

The  Origin  of  The  Edomites 

It  will  likely  help  us  to  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  this  prophecy  of  Obediah  against  Edom 
and  the  Edomites  if  we  knew  something  of  the 
origin  of  this  small  nation  and  its  people. 

We  must  begin  such  a  study  back  in  the  home 
of  Isaac  and  Rebekah.  Two  sons,  twins,  were 
born  in  their  home.  Of  the  twins,  Esau  was  born 
first  and  then  Jacob.  Since  Esau  was  born  first, 
his  was  the  birthright  which  usually  was  prized 
so  highly  by  the  first  born  son. 

We  are  familiar  with  the  story  that  tells  of 
how  Jacob  took  advantage  of  the  hunger  of  Esau, 
who  had  come  in  from  a  long  hunting  trip,  and 
bought  his  birthright  for  a  bowl  of  pottage. 
Later,  by  deceit,  Jacob  received  from  his  blind 
father  the  blessing  which  rightly  belonged  to 
Esau,  the  firstborn.  As  a  result,  Esau  was  at  the 
point  of  killing  Jacob  who  ran  away  from  home 
for  many  years. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  an  enmity  between 
Esau  and  Jacob  which  continued  to  the  end. 
Some  efforts  were  made  at  reconciliation  but 
the  results  seemed  to  be  only  temporary. 

The  way  of  these  twin  brothers  was  widely 
separated.  Jacob  became  the  father  of  twelve 
sons.  Father  and  sons  were  driven  into  Egypt 
as  a  result  of  a  famine  in  Canaan.  There  in 
Egypt  the  descendants  of  Jacob  became  numer¬ 
ous  and  on  deliverance  developed  into  the  nation 
of  Israel. 

Esau,  who  was  also  called  Edom,  settled  with 
his  descendants  in  a  strip  of  land  south  of  the 
Dead  Sea  which  was  about  one  hundred  miles 
long  and  about  fifty  miles  wide.  The  country 
was  named  Edom  after  its  founder  Esau.  While 
the  descendants  of  Jacob  were  multiplying  in 
Egypt,  the  descendants  of  Esau  were  multiply¬ 
ing  in  Edom  and  developing  into  a  nation. 
Though  comparatively  small,  Edom  became  a 
strong  nation  in  Canaan.  Its  people  were  war- 
1  ke  and  were  feared  by  the  nations  about  them. 

The  early  enmity  between  Esau  and  Jacob, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  transferred  to  their 
descendants,  was  in  evidence  soon  after  Israel 
'’ame  out  of  Egypt.  In  Numbers  20:14-21,  we  are 
°ld  of  the  request  Moses  made  to  the  king  of 
dom,  that  Israel  might  be  permitted  to  pass 
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through  Edom  on  the  way  to  Canaan.  Moses 
began  his  request  with  the  words,  “Thus  sayeth 
thy  brother  Israel.”  This  seems  to  be  a  reminder 
to  the  king  of  Edom  of  the  close  kinship  existing 
between  the  Israelites  and  the  Edomites.  Moses 
promised  to  pass  through  the  country  without 
bothering  fields  or  vineyards.  He  even  promised 
to  pay  for  the  water  used  while  passing  through. 
The  reply  of  the  king  of  Edom  was,  “Thou  shalt 
not  pass  by  me,  lest  I  come  out  against  thee  with 
the  sword.”  So  the  early  family  feud  was  con¬ 
tinued  across  the  years,  even  after  Israel  was 
settled  in  Canaan. 

Obediah  Prophesied  The  Destruction  of  Edom 

More  than  eight  hundred  years  had  passed 
s  nee  Israel  requested  to  pass  peacefully  through 
Edom  on  the  way  to  Canaan.  Throughout  these 
centuries,  the  enmity  between  the  Israelites  and 
the  Edomites  continued.  More  than  once  that 
enmity  broke  out  in  open  conflict. 

At  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
the  attitude  and  activities  of  the  Edomites  had 
been  of  such  a  character  that  the  prophet  Obe¬ 
diah  writes  that  he  has  received  a  message  from 
God  which  tells  of  the  utter  destruction  of  Edom 
in  the  near  future. 

The  relations  of  Edom  with  the  several  small 
nations  about  had  been  so  ruthless  and  their 
methods  of  warfare  so  cruel  that  Obediah  says 
that  Edom  was  despised  by  these  nations.  Obe- 
diah’s  message  from  the  Lord  stated  that  mes¬ 
sengers  were  being  sent  out  to  the  many  nations 
about  to  form  a  coalition  of  nations  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  utterly  destroying  Edom 

Deceived  By  Pride 

For  many  centuries  the  Edomites  had  been 
able  to  survive  amid  hostile  surroundings  be¬ 
cause  of  the  nature  of  the  country  in  which  they 
had  settled.  Some  of  it  was  mountainous.  Petra, 
their  capital  of  the  country  was  deep  in  the 
mountains  and  accessible  only  through  some 
very  narrow  passes  which  were  easily  defended. 
Edomites  could  make  their  raids  on  nearby  na¬ 
tions  and  retreat  to  their  stronghold  where  they 
felt  secure.  The  Edomites,  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  were  practically  cliff  dwellers. 

Obediah  says  that  the  Edomites  were  a  proud 
people.  However,  he  says  that  their  pride  had 
caused  them  to  be  deceived.  They  had  defend¬ 
ed  themselves  successfully  so  many  times  against 
their  enemies  that  they  had  the  feeling  that  no 
power  could  harm  them. 

With  their  pride,  came  a  sense  of  false  se¬ 
curity.  Pride  may  do  that  for  us.  Pride  blinds 
us  to  realities.  We  feel  superior  to  our  sur¬ 
roundings  and  do  not  properly  evaluate  the  dan¬ 
gers  that  are  about  us.  Such  a  pride  may  make 
it  possible  for  these  dangers  to  increase  to  such 
an  extent  that  we  are  no  longer  able  to  cope 
with  them. 

Pride  is  usually  a  sign  of  weakness.  When 
we  feel  ourselves  so  superior  and  secure  it  is 
evidence  of  a  blind  spot  in  our  thinking  which 
may  be  the  cause  of  our  downfall.  We  should 
not  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  that  pride  is 
limited  to  the  privileged  class.  Pride  may  be 
just  as  dangerous  in  the  lives  of  the  underprivi¬ 
leged  since  for  them  also  pride  so  distorts  vision 
and  practical  evaluation  of  a  situation  that  very 
hurtful  results  may  follow. 


Impossible  To  Escape  The  Judgments  of  God 

The  Edomites  had  apparently  ruled  God  out 
of  their  calculations  and  must  have  felt  that  they 
could  bypass  the  moral  law.  They  had  escaped 
the  anger  and  vengeance  of  their  enemies  so 
often  that,  when  they  had  climbed  back  to  their 
mountain  fastness,  they  felt  that  no  power  could 
harm  them. 

This  feeling  of  security  was  so  common  in 
their  lives  that  Obediah  has  them  asking  the 
question,  “Who  shall  bring  me  down  to  the 
ground?”  Obediah,  speaking  for  the  Lord,  an¬ 
swers  this  question  they  had  often  asked. 
“Though  thou  exalt  thyself  as  the  eagle,  and 
though  thou  set  thy  nest  among  the  stars,  thence 
will  I  bring  thee  down,  saith  the  Lord.”  The 
thing  that  human  hands  alone  had  failed  to  do, 
Obediah  says  will  be  done  by  human  hands  with 
the  help  of  the  Lord. 

We  sometimes  feel  very  secure  in  our  sins 
and  raise  the  question  in  our  own  minds  as  to 
whether  anyone  is  able  to  challenge  us.  In  sin¬ 
ning  we  should  always  remember  that  we  are 
moving  directly  against  the  moral  law.  Multi¬ 
plied  millions  of  lives  have  been  broken  in  that 
process.  It  is  just  as  reasonable  for  a  man  to 
think  that  he  could  stand  in  a  blinding  rain 
storm  and,  with  the  bare  palms  of  his  hands  push 
the  falling  water  back  into  the  skies  as  to  think 
that  he  can  live  contrary  to  the  moral  law  and 
not  suffer  for  it.  The  Edomites  learned  this 
truth  when  Obediah  said  to  them,  “For  thy  vio¬ 
lence  against  thy  brother  Jacob  shame  shall  cov¬ 
er  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  cut  off  for  ever.” 

Standing  On  The  Other  Side 

Edom  had  its  chance  to  make  atonement  for 
the  long  years  of  enmity  against  the  Israelites 
when  Israel  was  attacked  by  the  Caldeans.  In¬ 
stead  of  giving  the  help  that  might  be  expected 
from  a  people  with  ties  of  blood  relationship,  the 
Edomites  “stood  on  the  other  side.” 

We  cannot  escape  guilt  when  we  assume  an 
attitude  of  indifferent  neutrality  when  a  moral 
crisis  is  at  stake.  In  the  parable  of  the  good 
Samaritan  the  priest  and  Levite  “passed  by  on 
the  other  side”  but  did  not  by  that  action  escape 
the  moral  responsibility  they  faced  when  they 
found  a  fellow  man  in  need. 

Proud,  wealthy,  powerful  America  has  an 
obligation  to  help  the  underprivileged  nations 
of  earth  that  need  the  help  that  only  America 
can  give.  We  cannot  escape  guilt  so  long  as  the 
masses  in  America  live  like  lords  while  multi¬ 
plied  millions  on  earth  lack  the  bare  necessities 
of  life  and  live  on  a  level  little  higher  than 
beasts. 

A  Nation  Fighting  Against  God 

When  Edom  refused  the  Israelites  passage 
through  their  country  as  they  were  moving  from 
the  land  of  bondage  to  Canaan,  it  was  against 
the  will  of  God.  When  the  Edomites, 
brothers  in  the  flesh,  assumed  an  attitude  of 
veiled  neutrality  while  Jerusalem  was  being 
destroyed  and  the  Judeans  enslaved  again,  even 
in  such  an  attitude  they  incurred  guilt. 

However,  Obediah  makes  charges  against 
Edom  that  are  much  more  serious  than  attempt¬ 
ed  neutrality.  He  accuses  Edom  of  gloating  over 
the  misfortunes  of  Israel.  The  Edomites  even 
rejoiced  that  the  Israelites  were  being  destroyed. 
They  stood  by  with  a  spirit  of  boasting,  feeling 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  could  happen  to  them. 
They  entered  Jerusalem  and  looked  on  the  ca¬ 
lamity  of  the  Israelites  and  instead  of  helping 
them  in  their  distress  they  helped  to  loot  the 
city.  They  also  stood  at  the  forks  of  the  roads 
leading  out  of  Jerusalem  and  took  captive  any 
of  the  Israelites  that  were  attempting  to  escape 
and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Israel’s 
enemies.  For  such  an  attitude  Obediah  tells  the 
Edomites  that  they  are  to  be  completely,  and 
eternally  destroyed. 

Whatsoever  A  Man  Soweth 

Edom  faced  another  of  the  eternal  laws  of 
God.  Obediah  said  to  them,  “As  thou  hast  done, 
it  shall  be  done  unto  thee:  thy  reward  shall  re¬ 
turn  upon  thine  own  head.”  The  Apostle  Paul 
put  it  a  little  differently  when  centuries  later 
he  wrote,  “Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.”  God  wrote  it  into  the  very  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  universe  at  the  time  of  creation 
that  “like  shall  beget  like.” 
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Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Baton  Rouge  Dist. 
Plans  Seminar 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  Educa¬ 
tional  Seminar  for  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  will  be 
held  in  Hammond,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Sept.  16  from  9:00  a.m.  un¬ 
til  2:30  p.m.  A  special  feature  of 
the  Seminar  will  be  the  extra  ses¬ 
sions  for  the  workers  with  children 
and  youth. 

The  four  studies  for  the  Woman’s 
Society  will  be  presented;  study 
leaders  are  urged  to  be  present  as 
well  as  the  workers  with  children 
and  youth. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Reich,  district  sec¬ 
retary  of  missionary  education,  will 
have  charge  of  the  program  for 
adults,  with  Mrs.  Frank  Turpin,  dis¬ 
trict  secretary  of  children’s  work, 
presenting  the  program  for  work¬ 
ers  with  children  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Cain,  district  secretary  of  youth 
work,  in  charge  of  the  workers  with 
youth. 

One  dollar  will  be  charged  for 
lunch  by  the  hostess  society.  Rev. 
Edward  Thomas  is  the  pastor. 

Pine  Bluff  District 
Committee  Meets 

A  District  .Executive  Committee 
Meeting  of  the  Pine  Bluff  District, 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  met  on  August  12,  1959,  at  Carr 
Memorial  Methodist  Church.  The 
meeting  began  at  9:30  with  Mrs. 
E.  H.  English,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Granam, 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Tommy 
Shell,  Mrs.  Jack  Williams,  Mrs. 
Howard  Spurlock,  Mrs.  Carr  Cul¬ 
pepper,  Mrs.  Henry  Smith,  Mrs. 
Waple  Langston,  and  Mrs.  Rubye 
Lee  Jackson. 

There  was  two  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary’s  present:  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie  and 
Mrs.  John  Hefley. 

Also  present  were  the  following 
local  presidents  or  local  officers: 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Fielding,  Mrs.  James 
Peavey,  Mrs.  Ralph  Roth,  Mrs.  Wil- 
ford  Morgan,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Ayres, 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Piper,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Martin, 
Mrs.  Welch  and  Mrs.  Price. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  English  opened  the 
meeting  and  a  devotional  was  given 
by  Mrs.  A.  L.  Underhill.  After  the 
officers  gave  their  reports  a  sack 
lunch  was  served. 


Bishop  Otto  Dibelius,  president  of 
the  Evangelical  Church  of  Germany, 
said  in  Berlin  recently  that  the 
callous  lack  of  concern  by  most 
people  for  the  plight  of  the  world’s 
estimated  45,000,000  refugees  may 
point  to  “a  new  era  of  barbarity  and 
anage  of  inhumanity  in  the  making.” 
“Only  the  incurable  optimist  would 
maintain  in  the  face  of  such  tragedy 
that  the  development  of  human  so¬ 
ciety  is  leading  us  ever  closer  to 
perfection,”  Bishop  Dibelius  stated 
on  the  eve  of  ‘World  Rufugee  Year.” 
“While  it  is  true  that  in  the  past 
few  years  five  million  refugees  have 
been  successfully  resettled,”  he  said, 
“there  are  still  innumerable  people 
who  have  been  in  refugee  camps  for 
as  long  as  five  and  ten  years  and 
there  is  still  a  continuous  stream 
(into  West  Germany)  from  the 
East.”  Bishop  Dibelius  said  that  the 
problem  is  too  large  for  the  church 
to  cope  with  by  itself  and  it  there¬ 
fore  welcomes  the  UN-sponsored 
‘World  Refugee  Year”  as  a  means 
of  “rousing  the  conscience  of  all 
nations  to  this  great  problem.” 


Batesville  District 
Plans  Retreat 

The  Batesville  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  will 
have  a  Prayer  Retreat  at  Kamp 
Kaetzell  on  October  8  and  9.  A 
planning  committee  met  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright  in 
Searcy  on  July  28th  to  plan  a  pro¬ 
gram  and  make  assignments  of  du¬ 
ties. 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Blevins,  Secretary  of 
Spiritual  Life  for  the  district,  is 
chairman  of  the  committee.  Those 
serving  with  her  are  Mrs.  Ben  Jer- 
nigan,  of  Batesville,  Mrs.  John  Pate 
of  Clinton  and  Mrs.  Fulbright. 


Special  Awards 
Given  by  Carr  Mem. 

Sunday  morning,  Aug.  9  during 
the  morning  worship  hour,  at  Carr 
Memorial  Church,  in  Pine  Bluff,  the 
minister,  Rev.  Fred  H.  Arnold  pre¬ 
sented  two  special  Awards  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 

The  first  was  a  Memorial  Award, 
given  in  memory  <?f  the  late  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Downs,  who  recently  passed 
away.  Mrs.  Downs  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Carr  Church  for  a  long  long 
time,  having  joined  in  1893,  and  in 
1894,  when  the  first  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  was  organized  at  Carr,  Mrs. 
Downs  became  a  member.  She  was 
loyal  to  her  Church,  and  worked 
faithfully  in  it  as  long  as  she  was 
able.  Her  five  children  were  active 
in  the  Church  as  they  grew  up, 
two  sons  are  still  members,  Elbert 
Yaney  is  Chairman  of  the  Official 
Board,  and  her  Granddaughter, 
Mrs.  John  E.  Pope,  is  church  or¬ 
ganist.  Elbert  Yaney  accepted  the 
Memorial  Award,  honoring  h  i  s 
mother. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Eighme  was  then  pre¬ 
sented  with  an  Honorary  Life  Mem¬ 
bership.  Mrs.  Eighme  is  the  fifth 
oldest  member,  in  point  of  member¬ 
ship,  in  Carr  Church.  She  has  been 
active  all  these  years  in  many 
phases  of  the  work  of  her  church, 
serving  on  the  Official  Board,  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  Church  School,  and  was 
Pres,  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  when  it  became  the  W.S.C.S. 
She  also,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
late  Mrs.  W.  W.  Akenhead,  organ¬ 
ized  a  group  of  young  girls  into  the 
Lucy  Wade  Circle.  Many  of  these 
girls  are  now  very  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Church. 

Mrs.  Laurence  Piper,  Pres,  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  assisted  in  pre¬ 
senting  Mrs.  Eighme  her  lovely 
Honorary  Life  Membership  pin  and 
Certificate. 


U.C.W.  Board  of 
Managers  to  Meet 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
United  Church  Women  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  will  hold  its  annual  fall  meeting 
at  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  September  10. 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Lovett,  Grady,  presi¬ 
dent,  will  preside  over  the  one  day 
meeting.  Members  include  presi¬ 
dents  of  each  local  council,  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  all  the  participating 
denominations,  and  state  officers 
and  chairmen. 


At  left,  Patricia  Hadden  leads  one 
of  the  Primary  Groups  of  St.  Paul's 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
in  a  story  about  a  bunny  rabbit,  one 
of  God's  creatures,  too.  Patricia  was 
working  with  Mrs.  P.  W.  Holliday 
and  Gayle  Holliday. 

Below,  the  Activity  Book  is  ex¬ 
plained  to  a  group  of  primaries  by 
Mrs.  Cletus  Stewart,  with  help  from 
Mrs.  Jack  Paine,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Pearson, 
and  Jimmie  Sue  Smith. — Photos  by 
Dave  Gleason 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Logansport 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at 
First  Methodist  Church  Logansport, 
La.  June  8, — 12th  with  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  34  and  11  workers.  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Mrs.  Tom  Paine,  Lydia  Mc- 
Glathery,  Jeanie  O’Donnell,  Pri¬ 
mary  —  Mrs.  Gordon  Russell,  Mrs. 
Julian  Peddy,  Katherine  Thomas, 
Junior  —  Mrs.  Fay  O’Donnell,  Mrs. 
Loyce  Swanson,  Doris  Virginia  Al¬ 
ston.  General  Secretary  Miss  Gail 
Walker,  Refreshments  Miss  Judy 
Hill.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Garland,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Childrens’  Division 
served  as  general  chairman.  Rev. 
James  B.  Grambling  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Baton  Rouge 

To  take  advantage  of  the  Sum¬ 
mertime  and  to  give  full  expression 
to  the  material,  St.  Paul’s  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
took  its  Vacation  Bible  School  out- 
of-doors  and  called  it  “Vacation  Day 
Camp.”  All  the  sessions  were  held 
at  Beechwood  Park  near  the  com¬ 
munity  where  the  church  is  located. 

The  minister,  John  Winn,  reports 
that  when  early  planning  began  in 
the  Spring  it  was  almost  mandatory 
that  they  come  up  with  an  idea  as 
to  a  meeting  place.  St.  Paul’s  is  a 
new  church  and  its  first  unit  is  now 
under  construction.  It  is  currently 
meeting  in  Brownfields  Elementary 
School,  but  those  facilities  would 
not  be  available  for  a  Bible  School. 

“Even  if  we  had  had  a  building 
I  think  we  would  have  made  it  into 
a  Day  Camp,”  he  says.  “It  seemed 
a  pity  to  waste  the  summer  weather 
by  going  indoors.”  The  material, 
“Finding  God  Through  Work  and 
Worship”  and  “God  and  His  World” 


were  made  to  order  for  a  Day  Camp. 

The  Director  was  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Mikell  and  she  was  sold  on  the  idea, 
too.  Through  late  Spring  and  early 
Summer  she  put  the  pieces  in  place 
for  the  Camp.  The  officials  at 
Beechwood  Park  were  delighted  to 
have  their  facilities  used  in  that 
way. 

Fifteen  teachers  and  workers  led 
four  groups,  one  kindergarten,  two 
primary,  and  one  junior.  This  was 
the  first  such  venture  in  the  history 
of  the  young  church  which  is  only 
in  its  second  year. 

Seventy  children  were  enrolled 
with  a  large  proportion  attending 
every  day  and  most  of  the  remain¬ 
der  only  missing  one  day.  The  final 
day  an  “Open  Camp”  was  held  and 
over  100  were  present  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  picnic  that  followed. 

At  St.  Paul’s  now  we  never  speak 
of  “Vacation  Bible  School”.  It  is 
always  Vacation  Day  Camp  and  we 
are  already  planning  for  next  year. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE 

6%  BONDS 

(maturing  in  periods  of 
5  to  10  years) 

OFFERED  FOR  SALE 

by 

Henderson  Methodist 
Church 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

A.  B.  Colbertson  of  Ft.  Worth, 
is  trustee  for  bond  operation. 

INTERESTED  PERSONS  MAY 
CALL  MO  3-5024  OR  WRITE 
HENDERSON  METH.  CHURCH. 


Page  Six 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


Obituary 


On  the  last  night  of  the  Youth  Caravan  at  Jonesboro,  La.,  a  call  for 
life  service  was  given  and  thirteen  young  people  answered  the  call.  This 
was  one  of  the  greatest  moments  in  the  history  of  the  Jonesboro  church. 

The  following  Sunday  the  group  was  brought  together  for  the  above 
picture,  but  two  of  the  group,  Henry  Glenn  Jordan  and  Donald  Tyler  could 
not  be  present.  However,  Donald  did  later  provide  the  picture  shown  here. 

Shown  above  are:  (left  to  right,  back  row)  H.  A.  Head,  Sybil  Cox,  Mar¬ 
tha  Sneed,  Carol  Butler,  Linda  Meredith,  and  Sylvia  Rockhold;  (Front  Row) 
Mary  Jean  Garrett,  Elmo  Cox,  Terry  Ewing,  Lowell  Lynde,  and  Linda  Carr. 


Youth 

Activities  Weeks 

Warren 

The  Rev.  John  P.  Miles,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Star  City, 
Ark.,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Nelson,  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Director  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Warren,  Ark., 
led  100  Methodist  youth  in  their 
annual  Activities  Week  July  28-30. 

Participating  Churches  were: 
Good  Hope,  Trinity,  Wilmar,  Herm¬ 
itage  Circuit,  Kingsland,  Wheeler 
Springs,  Martin’s  Chapel,  Palestine 
and  Wagnon. 

The  Youth  Steering  Committee, 
comprised  of  representatives  from 
various  churches,  selected  the 
theme,  “Have  God-Will  Serve.” 
The  themes  of  the  discussion  groups 
and  their  leaders:  The  Bible,  Rev. 
James  Major,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Town 
and  Country  Commission;  Loyalty 
and  Service,  Miss  Irene  Thornton, 
Little  Rock  Conference  director  of 
Youth  Work;  Recreation  or  Wreck- 
creation,  Miss  Linda  Posey,  Crossett 
and  Sheldon  Anderson,  Eudora; 
Worship  and  Prayer,  Sally  Smith, 
Eudora. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Miles  delivered  the 
message  at  the  close  of  activities 
each  evening.  The  evening  began 
at  6:00  with  supper,  served  by  the 
W.S.C.S.  and  closed  at  9:00  p.m. 
Miss  Jane  Moseley  was  chairman 
of  the  Publicity  committee.  Miss 


Dorothy  Cope  was  chairman  of  the 
Rooms  committee.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Ed- 
erington  was  chairman  of  the  Foods 
committee.  Mrs.  Charles  Womble 
is  president  of  W.S.C.S.,  Steve 
Moseley  is  president,  Senior  MYF, 
and  Karen  Larance  is  president, 
Intermediates.  Rev.  Mouzon  Mann 
is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 


West  Monroe 

Youth  Activities  Week  of  Mc¬ 
Guire  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  was  held  July 
13-16  at  the  Boy  Scout  Camp,  Camp 
Kiroli.  It  began  each  afternoon 
with  swimming  at  4  o’clock  and 
continued  with  a  meal,  class  dis¬ 
cussion,  worship,  and  recreation. 

The  evening  meals  consisted  of  a 
hamburger  supper,  chicken  barbe¬ 
cue  supper,  and  sack  lunches. 

Leaders  of  class  discussion  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday  were  Mrs. 
Joe  Halback  —  Intermediates,  Bill 
Robinson  —  Seniors,  and  Miss  Jo 
Ann  Richardson — O.Y.F.  Worship 
on  Monday  was  led  by  Rev.  Oscar 
Cloyd;  on  Wednesday  by  Rev. 
George  Harbuck. 

The  three  fold  purpose  of  the  ac¬ 
tivities  was  to  acquaint  youth  with 
the  purpose,  organization,  and  pro¬ 
gram  of  M.Y.F.;  to  enjoy  Christian 
fellowship  in  an  outdoor  setting; 
and  to  have  planning  sessions. 

Russell  Morrow,  president  of  the 
O.Y.F.  and  chairman  of  the  youth 
ings  with  each  of  the  other  presi- 
division,  presided  at  all  main  meet- 
dents,  Bill  Knight  —  Seniors,  and 
Sylvia  Smith  —  Intermediates,  pre¬ 
siding  in  their  respective  groups. 

Counselors  assisting  were:  Travis 
Chevalier  —  Intermediates,  Mrs. 
Clas  Gilbert — Senior  M.Y.F.,  and 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Kelly— O.Y.F. 


youth  AT  PRAYER,  by 
Harold  and  Dorothy  Ewing, 
is  an  excellent  “back  to 
school  gift.”  Contains 
prayers,  scriptures  and 
quotations,  helps  young  people  keep  in 
touch  with  home.  75*  each,  $7.50  per 
“oxen.  Name  in  gold  on  cover,  50« 
extra  per  copy.  Order  from 


Tht  world's  moat  tcidely  med  devotional  guide 

’SOI  Grand  Avtnue  Naskvlllo, 


Church  Furniture 

Sunday  School  chairs  and  tables, 
any  size  and  height,  chairs  $2.50 
each,  tables  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.,  fin¬ 
ished  and  delivered  in  La.  Church 
pews  of  pine,  red  or  white  oak 
from  $5.00  to  $7.00  per  ft.  Pul¬ 
pits,  altars,  communion  tables, 
flower  stands,  prices  on  request. 
Phone  Mayfair  3-4785  or  Write: 

TAYLOR  BROS. 
FURNITURE  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  86 


Palmelia,  La. 


CATHEY  —  Mrs.  Sam  E.  Cathey 
of  Bastrop,  La.  was  born  November 
4,  1899 — Deceased  March  12,  1959. 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  re¬ 
port  the  passing  away  of  one  of  our 
beloved  members,  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  it  is  only  a  material 
sense  of  life  which  has  left  us,  her 
spiritual  life  lives  on  in  the  memory 
of  all  her  relatives  and  friends. 

Gratis  (Hill)  Cathey  began  her 
earthly  existence  in  a  rural  com¬ 
munity  north  of  Cabot,  Arkansas 
as  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P. 
F.  Hill,  both  of  whom  were  devoted 
Christians  and  loyal  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  It  was  in  this 
community  that  Gratis  first  joined 
■the  Mt.  Tabor  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Hill’s  work  as  a  Farm  Demon¬ 
stration  Agent  forced  him  to  move 
during  the  early  life  of  Mrs.  Cathey 
to  Cabot,  Arkansas.  It  was  in  this 
small  town  that  she  was  old  enough 
to  become  an  active  member  of  the 
church.  While  in  her  late  teens 
she  began  teaching  in  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  Department  of  the  Sunday 
School,  and  playing  the  Sunday 
School  organ.  At  a  later  date  she 
became  superintendent  of  the  De¬ 
partment.  Her  church  activities, 
however,  were  not  confined  to  any 
one  activity.  She  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Epworth  League  as  it 
was  then  known,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  church  and  League 
Choir. 

Mrs.  Cathey  always  had  an  inate 
desire  to  make  her  religious  feel¬ 
ings  felt,  particularly  among  chil¬ 
dren,  so  she  decided  to  enter  Pea¬ 
body  College  in  Nashville,  Tennes¬ 
see  to  prepare  for  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Arkansas.  She 
taught,  however  only  a  couple  of 
years  when  she  decided  to  give  up 
her  teaching  career  to  become  the 
wife  of  Sam  E.  Cathey  in  August 
of  1923.  The  couple  made  their 
home  in  Cabot,  Arkansas  until  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Cathey’s  mother 
whom  she  cared  for  during  her  de¬ 
clining' years.  Soon  after  this  event 
the  Cathey  family,  in  search  of 
greater  security  and  richer  religious 
experiences  lived  a  few  years  in 
each  of  the  following  places,  North 
Little  Rock,  Arkadelphia  and  Mc- 
Gehee,  Arkansas,  and  finally  in 
Bastrop,  beginning  in  the  year  of 
1931.  In  each  location  Mrs.  Cathey 
gave  her  religious  responsibility 
first  place  in  her  life.  It  was  in 
Bastrop  that  the  entire  Cathey 
family,  Mr.  Cathey,  daughter,  Sue 
and  Mrs.  Cathey  could  all  affiliate 
with  the  Methodist  Church  together. 
Each  willing  to  give  of  their  time 
and  talent  to  the  church,  Mr. 
Cathey  for  twenty  years  as  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  School, 
Sue  as  musical  accompanist  for  the 
young  peoples’  programs.  However, 
it  was  Mrs.  Cathey  who  so  willing 
served  in  every  department  of  the 
church.  She  often  times  said  to 
her  family  so  long  as  she  had 
strength  she  would  never  refuse  to 
serve  whenever  or  wherever  her 
time  was  desired  or  needed.  The 
following  activities  seem  to  con¬ 
firm  this  affirmation.  She  taught 
in  every  department  of  the  Sunday 
School,  she  served  as  Youth  and 
Adult  Counsel  on  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  and  as  treasurer  for 
the  Church  Board.  It  was  her  happy 
privilege  and  honor  to  become 
known  state  wide  as  Spiritual  Life 
Secretary  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  However,  her 
desire  was  never  for  personal  pres¬ 
tige,  but  for  the  promotion  of  God’s 
kingdom.  She  often  quoted  to  her 


audiences  her  favorite  Bible  pas¬ 
sage  “What  does  the  Lord  require 
of  thee,  but  to  love  mercy,  to  do 
justice,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God.” 

To  those  who  were  privileged  to 
visit  Mrs.  Cathey  in  the  last  month 
of  her  life,  saw  the  fruitage  of  her 
Christian  endeavors.  It  seems  that 
friends  could  not  do  enough  to  show 
their  love  for  her.  Visitors  came 
daily  with  food  or  flowers  to  share 
their  blessings  with  the  family. 
“Get  well  cards”  were  sent  by 
friends  from  far  and  near  to  ex¬ 
press  their  love  and  prayerful 
wishes.  Her  Church  Board  placed 
a  T.V.  in  her  hospital  room  to  furn¬ 
ish  her  entertainment  and  to  give 
her  the  privilege  of  seeing  and 
hearing  religious  services.  It  was 
in  this  period  of  her  life  that  she 
so  often  said  “It  seems  I  have 
sowed  so  sparingly  to  be  now  reap¬ 
ing  so  abundantly.” 


Whereas,  Gratis  Hill  Cathey,  a 
dedicated  Christian  in  her  home, 
her  community  and  her  church — 
serving  well  the  youth  as  well  as 
the  adults,  and 

Whereas,  she  sought  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteous¬ 
ness — knowing  full  well  all  other 
things  would  fall  in  their  right 
places — she  served  in  the  Monroe 
District  as  Secretary  of  Spiritual 
Life  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  was  an  in¬ 
spirational  leader  for  spiritual  re¬ 
treats  in  the  Women’s  Work,  and 
Whereas,  with  these  qualities  of 
leadership,  coupled  with  love  and 
humility,  she  served  her  church 
well  as  a  child  of  God,  therefore, 
be  it  resolved  that  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  express  sympathy 
to  the  family  in  the  loss  of  this 
their  loved  one  as  well  as  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  great  loss  of  a  friend  and 
co-worker  in  her  passing  to  her 
eternal  rest — and  that  copies  of  this 
be  sent  to  her  family  and  be  print¬ 
ed  in  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

Sent  in  by 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Jackson 

Dist.  Rec.  Secretary 
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Page  Seven 


A  Ground  Breaking  Service  was  held  at  Jonesboro,  August  9th  for  a  new 
parsonage  for  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church. 


Shown  here  are:  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams,  pastor;  Mrs.  Cecil  Garrett;  Mrs. 
Nancy  Jones  (Turning  the  dirt),  oldest  charter  member  of  the  Jonesboro 
Church;  W.  C.  Rundell,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas,  district  superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District;  and  Joe  G.  Key, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board. 


Construction  of  the  building  was  started  on  Tuesday,  August  11. 

The  parsonage  will  have  four  bed  rooms,  two  and  a  half  baths,  a  den, 
a  living  room-dining  room,  a  kitchen,  a  study,  a  utility  room,  and  a  double 
car  port.  It  will  have  year-around  air  conditioning  and  a  completely  electric 
kitchen.  The  living  room,  dining  room  and  the  bed  rooms  will  have  wall 
to  wall  carpeting. 

Construction  is  to  be  complete  on  or  before  November  13. 


Ground-breaking  ceremony  was  held  at  Melville,  on  June  21,  1959. 
Ground  was  broken  for  a  new  parsonage  for  the  Melville-Palmetto  Charge. 
The  new  parsonage  is  to  be  a  three  bedroom  brick  veneer  building.  It  will 
be  completed  around  the  last  of  August  or  the  first  of  September. 

Taking  part  in  the  ceremony  were:  (I.  to  r.)  C.  E.  Pickett,  Jr.,  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  Parsonage  Building  Committee;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Pickett,  Jr.  church  Lay 
Leader  Palmetto  Methodist  Church;  Mrs.  Ruth  Hebert,  church  Lay  Leader 
and  chairman  of  Official  Board  Melville  Methodist  Church;  Mrs.  Florence 
Bailey,  treasurer  Parsonage  Building  Fund;  Mrs.  Tillman  E.  Jones,  Sr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  Parsongae  Building  Fund  Committee;  and  Rev.  Ollie  L.  Golson,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Melville  Methodist  Church  and  the  Palmetto  Methodist  Church. 

Page  Eight 


MacDonell  Meth.  Center  Group  on  Tour 


A  group  of  five  girls  from  Mac¬ 
Donell  Methodist  Center,  Houma, 
with  their  House  Mother,  Miss  Vel¬ 
ma  Lea  Hair,  recently  made  a  ten 
day  tour  to  points  of  interest  in  the 
Southeastern  States.  Some  of  the 
more  interesting  places  visited  were 
Lookout  Mountain  at  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  the  Civil  War  battlefield 
at  Chicamauga,  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountain  National  Park,  and  the 
Cherokee  Indian  Reservation.  While 
in  the  Cherokee  Reservation  they 


attended  a  presentation  of  the 
Cherokee  folk  play,  “Unto  These 
Hills,”  given  every  summer  in  an 
open  air  ampitheater. 

Miss  Hair  and  the  girls  stayed  for 
five  days  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina.  While  there  Miss  Hair, 
and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Poole  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Chairman  of  the  Advisory 
Board  of  MacDonell  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ter,  attended  a  nationwide  meeting 
of  personnel  and  board  members  of 
Methodist  Children’s  homes. 


Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson,  educational  assistant  at  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Monroe,  is  shown  being  presented  with  a  gift  by  Thomas  A.  Pitt,  Church- 
School  superintendent,  at  a  reception  given  in  her  honor.  Sidney  Seegers, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  shared  in  the  presentation. 

Miss  Richardson,  who  will  enter  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  S.M.U. 
this  fall,  has  served  at  St.  Paul's  for  the  past  two  years  as  educational  as 
sistant.  She  is  the  recipient  of  the  John  Q.  Schisler  graduate  award. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Golden  Meadow  Methodist  Church  has  a  wealth  of  young  talent.  Con¬ 
nie  Martin,  just  fifteen  years  old,  serves  as  organist.  Her  schedule  begins 
on  Sunday  with  the  first  Worship  Service  at  the  Church,  at  7:00  a.m.  Then 
she  returns  for  Sunday  School  at  10:00  a.m.  and  the  second  Worship  Service 
at  11:00  a.m.  Then  to  conclude  the  Sabbath  Day  she  plays  the  organ  at 
the  Evening  Worship  Service  at  7:30  p.m. 

Connie  has  had  some  music  instructions,  but  through  her  own  efforts 
and  determination,  she  is  perfecting  a  wonderful  talent.  "We  are  proud  to 
have  her  in  our  church,  and  grateful  for  her  service,"  said  Rev.  Travis  Camp¬ 
bell,  pastor  of  the  Golden  Meadow  Methodist  Church. 
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Area  Youth  Ill  National  and  Regional 

Attendance  At  Temperance  Leaders  of  The  Methodist 

National  Meet  Church  to  Meet  October  14-21 


By  Area  Methodist  Information 

About  6,000  Methodist  youth  and 
college  students  from  across  the  na¬ 
tion  were  registered  and  attended 
the  quadrennial  National  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Youth  at  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Indiana,  Mon¬ 
day  to  Friday  (August  24-28).  The 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal  Area 
had  about  250  youth  in  attendance. 

The  opening  program  Monday 
night  was  entitled  “The  Sheepherd- 
er.”  It  was  a  drama  attempting  to 
explore  and  present  the  total  con¬ 
vocation  theme,  “Man’s  Need  and 
God’s  Action.” 

For  the  first  time  in  four  years  the 
Methodist  Youth  had  gathered  to¬ 
gether  to  experience  a  great  spiri¬ 
tual  togetherness.  This  convocation 
was  the  largest  one  held  by  the 
Methodist  Church  this  year. 

Tuesday’s  program  started  early 
for  some  of  the  delegates.  An  op¬ 
tional  program  was  offered  at  6:30 
a.m.  in  which  the  Wesley  Order  of 
Morning  Prayer  was  set  to  jazz. 
This  program  was  offered  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday  also. 

A  worship  service  was  scheduled 
at  8:45  a.m.  Tuesday  with  Bishop 
Richard  C.  Raines,  Indianapolis, 
head  of  the  Indiana  Area  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  as  the  leader. 
He  also  led  worship  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  mornings. 

Theology  was  emphasized  during 
the  morning  addresses  at  the  con¬ 
vocation,  afternoons  were  often 
varied  activity,  and  the  night  pro¬ 
grams  were  leaned  heavily  on  the 
arts  to  get  their  point  across. 

Subjects  of  address  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday  mornings 
were,  Rebellion  of  Man;  Redemption 
of  Christ;  and  New  Life  in  the 
Church. 

Wednesday  Morning’s  speaker  was 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  Michalson,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  systematic  theology,  The 
Theological  School,  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty,  Madison,  N.J.;  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chester  A.  Pen¬ 
nington,  pastor  of  Hennepin  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Friday  morning,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  James  S.  Thomas,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  associate  director,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Secondary  and  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation,  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

On  Wednesday  night,  jazz  was  the 
outstanding  feature.  The  Dave  Bru- 
beck  Quartette,  Odetta,  and  the 
Mary  Anthony  Dancers  were  fea¬ 
tured. 

Thursday  night  the  international 
situation  was  discussed,  and  par¬ 
ticular  attention  was  given  to  three 
great  over-arching  issues  of  the 
world,”  disarmament,  co-existence, 
aud  nationalism.  Participants  in  the 
Panel  discussion  were  Harold  E. 
btassen;  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt; 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (MI) — National  and  regional  temperance  leaders 
of  The  Methodist  Church  will  meet  Oct.  14-21  at  Camp  Aldersgate,  near 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  for  a  School  of  Alcohol  Studies  and  Christian  Action. 

The  leadership  training  school  is  sponsored  annually  by  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Temperance,  which  has  its  national  headquarters  here. 

Directing  the  school  will  be  the  Rev.  Robert  Regan,  Jr.,  head  of  the 
board’s  Department  of  Organizational  Activities.  More  than  150  men  and 
women  will  be  enrolled,  he  said,  representing  Methodist  conferences  in 
every  state. 


He  said  the  school  is  planned  to  ‘ 
ed  leaders  of  the  church  in  order  to 
current  temperance  problems,  and 
to  stimulate  new  understanding  of 
the  alcohol  problem.” 

Speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
will  include: 

Dr.  George  Maddox,  professor  of 
sociology  at  Millsaps  College,  Jack- 
son,  Miss.;  Dr.  Everett  Tilson,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Biblical  theology,  Vander¬ 
bilt  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Dr.  C.  Nelson  Davis,  psychiatrist 
and  consultant  on  alcoholism,  of 
Merion  Station,  Pa.;  the  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  Shipp,  Methodist  pastor  of  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.,  and  a  nationally-known 
counselor  to  alcoholics;  Miss  The- 
ressa  Hoover  of  New  York  City, 
staff  member  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton, 
Washington,  general  secretary  of 
the  temperance  board. 


Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  A.  Gill,  president 
of  the  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary  and  formerly  managing 
editor  of  the  Christian  Century  mag¬ 
azine,  and  Nirmal  Chaudhuri,  U.N. 
diplomatic  correspondent  of  Singa¬ 
pore  Straits  Times. 

Miss  Irene  Thornton,  Little  Rock 
Conference  Youth  Director  of  Little 
Rock  said,  “God  was  surely  with  us 
and  within  us  at  this  convocation. 
Our  whole  program  was  one  that 
made  us  stop — think — pray  and  be 
thankful  for  our  local  churches. 
No  person  went  home  from  Purdue 
feeling  the  same.  New  ideas  shake 
old  routines;  new  thoughts  shake 
old  philosophies;  and  a  new  experi¬ 
ence  with  God  shakes  old  compla¬ 
cencies.  Thisi  s  what  happened  at 
Purdue!” 

Miss  Louise  Sharpe,  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Director  of 
Shreveport  said,  “Our  youth  had  a 
great  experience  not  only  with  the 
programs  but  with  the  fellowship 
with  others,  from  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  other  parts  of 
this  great  land.  When  you  see  what 
I  have  just  experienced — you  real¬ 
ize  how  much  common  sense  our 
youth  have,  and  can  be  very  proud 
of  each  and  every  one  of  them  and 
their  strong  belief  in  God.  This 
younger  generation  is  not  going  to 
the  dogs;  this  generation  is  a  think¬ 
ing  generation,  and  thank  God  for 
that.” 


‘provide  advanced  training  for  select- 
develop  new  techniques  in  handling 

Conferences  Bring 
New  Understanding 
Of  World  Mission 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  (MI) — New  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Christian  world 
mission  should  be  felt  in  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  as  a  result  of  two  well- 
planned  missionary  conferences 
which  climaxed  the  1959  summer 
season  at  the  Western  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  here  on  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

The  conferences  were  held  under 
the  joint  auspices  of  the  Joint  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Education  and  Cultivation  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  in  New  York 
and  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Board  of  Missions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Donald  E.  Redmond 
of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  chairman  of 
the  Jurisdictional  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  was  in  general  charge  of  the 
two  meetings.  Assisting  in  arrange¬ 
ments  and  handling  registrations 
was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf 
of  Oklahoma  City,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  jurisdiction. 

A  general  missionary  conference, 
planned  especially  for  conference 
and  district  missionary  secretaries, 
was  held  Aug.  18-21,  followed  by  a 
workshop  for  chairmen  of  local- 
church  commissions  on  missions 
Aug.  21-23.  Some  300  persons  were 
registered  for  each  of  the  confer¬ 
ences. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Sept.  3  -  Sept.  12  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Sept.  3  II  John  1:1-13 

Sept.  4  .  Ill  John  1:1-15 

Sept.  5  .  Jude  1:1-13 

Sept.  6  Jude  1:14-25 

Sept.  7  The  Revelation  1:1-8 

Sept.  8  The  Revelation  1:9-20 

Sept.  9  ...  The  Revelation  2:1-7 

Sept.  10  .  The  Revelation  2:8-11 

Sept.  11  .  The  Revelation  2:12-17 

Sept.  12  The  Revelation  2:18-29 


2,800  Methodists 
Enroll  at  Western 
Assembly  Meetings 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  (MI)  —  More 
than  2,800  Methodists  from  the 
church’s  eight-state  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  were  enrolled  in  lead¬ 
ership  schools,  workshops,  and  con¬ 
ferences  held  here  this  summer. 

This  announcement  was  made 
Aug.  23  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
final  conference  of  the  1959  summer 
session  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  D. 
Womeldorf  of  Oklahoma  City,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction. 

Most  conferences,  Dr.  Womeldorf 
said,  showed  healthy  attendance 
gains  over  last  year.  This  was  es¬ 
pecially  true  of  the  final  missionary 
conference  and  the  week-end  work¬ 
shop  for  local  church  chairmen  of 
commissions  on  missions.  Each  reg¬ 
istered  some  300  delegates,  num¬ 
bers  considerably  larger  than  last 
year’s  attendance.  The  leadership 
school,  held  July  13-24,  attracted 
the  largest  enrollment — 525. 

The  conferences  were  held  at  the 
Western  Methodist  Assembly  on 
Mt.  Sequoyah  at  Fayetteville, 
where  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  G.  Kaetzell 
is  serving  his  first  year  as  assembly 
superintendent. 

In  addition  to  the  closing  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences,  the  1959  season 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing  jurisdictional  meetings: 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Weekend, 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  School  of  Missions,  a  workshop 
for  directors  of  Christian  education, 
a  Leadership  School,  Conference  on 
Christian  Social  Relations,  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Evangelism,  and  a  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  Workshop. 


What  of  Religion 
“For  the  Next  50 
Years  and  Beyond ?” 

Lake  Junaluka,  N.  C.  (MI) — What 
will  religion  of  the  future  be  like? 

“For  the  next  50  years  and  be¬ 
yond,”  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mark  Depp, 
pastor  of  Centenary  Methodist 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  said 
here,  “religion  will  not  be  primarily 
sacramental  or  doctrinal.” 

“There  likely  will  be  more  em¬ 
phasis,”  he  said  “on  the  psychologi¬ 
cal,  or  if  you  prefer,  spiritual,  meet¬ 
ing  human  life  at  the  point  of  its 
greatest  need.” 

“Of  course,”  he  added,  “the  psy¬ 
chological  is  spiritual,  and  the  spir¬ 
itual  is  psychological,  Psyche  being 
the  Greek  name  for  the  soul.” 

Dr.  Depp  was  a  speaker  for  a 
Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  ministers’  conference  here  July 
13-17.  He  expressed  some  of  his 
ideas  on  religion  of  the  future  in  a 
sermon  and  elaborated  on  them  in 
an  interview. 


,«  Three 


Dar  Es  Salaam,  Tanganyika  (RNS) — 'DR.  LIVING¬ 
STONE,  I  PRESUME?'  Another  David  Livingstone, 
grandson  of  the  famous  19th  century  Scottish  mission¬ 
ary-explorer  in  Africa,  follows  in  his  namesake's  foot¬ 
steps.  The  Rev.  David  Livingstone,  superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Church's  Tana  River  Circuit  in  Kenya, 
listens  to  native  evangelist  Samson  C.  Mngoni  tell  of 
meeting  in  Nyasaland  nearly  a  century  ago  the  beloved 


doctor  whose  work  opened  a  path  for  commerce  and 
Christianity  in  the  heart  of  the  Dark  Continent.  Be¬ 
lieved  to  be  about  120  years  old,  Samson  saw  Dr.  Liv¬ 
ingstone  five  times  and  was  so  impressed  he  became  a 
preacher.  He  still  takes  the  gospel  to  Northern  Tang¬ 
anyika  villages  around  the  base  of  19,565-foot-high 
Mt.  Kilimanjaro.  (RNS  Photo) 


Methodist  Publishing  House 


Employees  Reject  Teamsters  Union  Bid 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI) — Nashville  Teamsters  Union  Local  327, 
cited  by  the  McClellan  Committee  for  corrupt  leadership,  was  defeated  in 
its  efforts  to  organize  for  collective  bargaining  88  service  employees  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  by  a  vote  of  44  to  36,  with  8  votes  challenged 
by  the  union  and  not  counted,  in  an  election,  held  Wednesday,  August  19, 
by  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board.  For  more  than  three  months  the 
Teamsters  Union  had  actively  sought  to  enlist  a  majority  of  the  88  em¬ 
ployees  in  union  membership.  When  they  filed  a  petition  for  a  NLRB 
election,  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  agreed  to  “consent  election”  to 
permit  this  group  of  employees  to  register  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
their  true  attitudes  about  the  union  through  the  secret  ballot  guaranteed 


by  the  Federal  Government.  The 
publishing  house  employs  more  than 
1100  people  in  its  Nashville  location. 

Lovick  Pierce,  president  of  the 
publishing  house  and  publisher  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  stated  to 
publishing  house  employees  and  to 
the  press  that  the  publishing  house 
would  oppose  the  Teamsters  Union 
in  its  efforts  by  every  legal  and 
honorable  means.  He  cited  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house’s  policy  of  being  neith¬ 
er  pro-union  nor  anti-union,  adding 
that  he  saw  no  need  for  the  union¬ 
ization  of  these  employees.  “The 
type  of  leadership  in  the  Teamsters 
Union  both  nationally  and  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  as  exposed  by  the  McClellan 
Committee,  gave  impetus  to  the 
house’s  determination.  Several 
Nashville  Teamster  officials  have 
been  convicted  for  crimes  of  vio- 
'-oce,  including  assault  with  intent 
'•‘mit  murder.  This  criminal 
''led  with  the  Teamster 
d  of  loyalty  to  it 
*  a  moral  issue.” 


1959  Race  Relations 
Day  Offering  Sets 
New  Record  High 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  1959 
Methodist  Race  Relations  Day  of¬ 
fering  totaled  $401,538,  about  $46,- 
000  more  than  last  year  and  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  program. 

The  offering  received  in  Method¬ 
ist  churches  across  the  country  will 
go  to  the  Negro  colleges  related  to 
The  Methodist  Church. 

Most  of  the  amount  was  contrib¬ 
uted  on  Race  Relations  Sunday, 
February  8,  1959,  but  contributions 
for  the  cause  were  received  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  for 
several  months  after  the  observ¬ 
ance,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  S. 
Thomas,  Nashville,  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  staff  members. 

“In  addition  to  the  Race  Relations 
offering,”  said  Dr.  Thomas,  “some 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in¬ 
cluded  Negro  colleges  in  overall 
campaigns. 


World  Meth.  Council 
Meets  Next  Week 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  —  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock  and 
Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden  of  Fayette¬ 
ville  will  be  among  those  attending 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  will  hold 
its  annual  meeting  Sept.  8-12  at  St. 
Simons  Island,  Ga.,  it  was  announced 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark, 
secretary. 

The  41-member  committee  repre¬ 
sents  40  Methodist  bodies  in  76 
countries,  embracing  some  20  mil¬ 
lion  members. 

Bishop  Martin  is  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  Dr.  Bearden  is 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Section  XII  of  the  Council, 
the  U.S.A.  section.  Bishop  Martin  is 
chairman  of  the  U.S.A.  Section. 

Dr.  Clark,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  council’s  American  office  here, 
said  the  chief  business  before  the 
committee  will  be  the  planning  of 
a  World  Methodist  Conference  in 
Oslo,  Norway,  Aug.  17-25,  1961. 

The  Oslo  conference  will  be  the 
tenth  international  meeting  of 
Methodists  since  1881.  The  most  re¬ 
cent  was  in  1956  here  at  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska,  southeastern  summer  assem¬ 
bly  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Harold  Roberts,  principal  of 
Richmond  College,  Richmond,  Eng¬ 
land,  is  president  of  the  Methodist 
council  and  will  preside  at  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  meeting. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Clark,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  E.  Benson  Perkins  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  England,  is  a  secretary  of  the 
council.  The  treasurers  are  Edwin 


Bishop  Comments 
On  Problems  Faced 
By  Catholic  Pres. 

Los  Angeles,  (MI)  —  A  Roman 
Catholic  president  of  the  United 
States  would  have  pressures  put  on 
him  by  his  church  that  a  Protestant 
or  Jew  would  never  know,  Bishop 
Gerald  Kennedy  told  a  Los  Angeles 
television  audience  on  a  recent  Sun¬ 
day  night. 

Bishop  Kennedy,  who  heads  The 
Methodist  Church’s  Los  Angeles 
Church  Federation  panel  program, 
The  Press  and  the  Clergy,  seen 
weekly  over  KCOP.  Panelists  dis¬ 
cussed,  “What  Problems  Would  a 
Roman  Catholic  President  Face?” 

The  Methodist  bishop  said  a  Cath¬ 
olic  president  would  face  certain 
problems  a  Protestant  would  not 
face  because  of  different  beliefs. 

For  instance?  a  panelist  asked. 

“For  one  thing  the  Catholic  does 
not  believe  in  the  public  school  sys¬ 
tem.  The  Protestant  does. 

“The  Catholic  does  not  believe  in 
the  separation  of  church  and  state. 
The  Protestant  does.” 

The  core  of  the  problem.  Bishop 
Kennedy  said,  is  that  Vatican  pro¬ 
nouncements  are  binding  on  Ameri¬ 
can  Catholics.  “If  they  were  not 
there  would  be  no  problem,”  he 
added. 

Asked  how  Protestants  could  dis¬ 
cuss  the  issue  and  not  sound  bigoted, 
Bishop  Kennedy  replied: 

“We  have  to  discuss  issues,  not 
individuals.  We  need  to  discuss  Ca¬ 
tholicism  as  a  political  philosophy 
and  not  as  a  religious  faith.  Cathol¬ 
icism  claims  to  be  a  religion  and  a 
state.  And  if  it’s  going  to  play  it 
both  ways  then  it  has  to  be  open 
to  political  criticism. 

“The  Roman  Catholic  and  the 
Protestant  each  has  to  say  his  ulti¬ 
mate  loyalty  is  to  God.  But  the  main 
difference  is  that  Protestantism 
gives  every  man  the  right  to  make 
this  decision,  while  Catholicism  says 
the  church  has  the  right  to  define 
the  individual’s  choices.” 

Bishop  Kennedy  said  he  thought 
Catholic  political  strength  had 
grown  to  where  Catholic  candidates 
could  count  on  solid  support  from 
Catholic  voters. 

And  what  does  he  view  as  the 
paramount  issue  in  next  year’s  pres¬ 
idential  race? 

“I  am  afraid  taxes,  labor  reform, 
defense,  will  be  regarded  as  more 
important  issues  than  church-state 
separation,  public  schools,  and  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,”  he  said. 

L.  Jones,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  and  L.  A 
Ellwood  of  London. 

Two  American  groups  will  meet 
with  the  committee.  They  are  the 
executive  committees  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  section  of  the  council, 
headed  by  Bishop  Martin,  and  the 
Association  of  Methodist  Historical 
Societies,  headed  by  Bishop  William 
C.  Martin,  Dallas,  Tex. 

The  combined  groups  will  hear 
annual  reports  of  the  member 
bodies,  study  proposals  of  union 
with  other  Protestant  communions 
under  consideration  in  several  coun¬ 
tries,  and  draft  plans  for  publica¬ 
tion  of  an  international  Methodist 
dictionary  and  various  •  historical 
works. 

Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  retired,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  immediate  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  council  will  be  honored 
at  a  dinner  meeting  Sept.  11  in  rec¬ 
ognition  of  his  50th  anniversary  in 
the  ministry.  Bishop  Arthur  J 
Moore,  Atlanta,  will  preside. 
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13  Senators  Introduce  Measure 


Calls  For  Stronger  Anti-Obscenity  Laws 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS) — Thirteen  Senators  have  introduced  a  bill 
to  strengthen  enforcement  of  laws  against  obscenity  in  the  mails  and  to 
make  jail  sentences  mandatory  for  chronic  offenders. 

The  measure  (S.  2562)  was  introduced  by  Sen.  Estes  Kefauver  (D.- 
Tenn.)  with  12  co-sponsors,  all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Senate  Judici¬ 
ary  or  Post  Office  committees. 

It  incorporates  changes  requested  by  Postmaster  General  Arthur  E. 
Summerfield  to  strengthen  the  law  which  gives  him  authority  to  impound 
the  mail  of  suspected  peddlers  of  smut.  It  is  similar  in  this  respect  to  a 
measure  just  reported  favorably  in  the  House  by  the  subcommittee  headed 
by  Rep.  Kathryn  E.  Granahan  (D.-Pa.). 

The  bill  would  provide  a  gradu- 


Monmouth,  Me.  (RNS)— BISHOP  ASBURY'  RIDES  AGAIN.  Re-enact¬ 
ing  the  tireless  journeys  of  the  famous  Methodist  circuit  rider  and  pioneer 
American  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  is  Carl  Payne,  a  Monmouth,  Me.,  United 
Church  parishioner  at  celebrations  marking  the  175th  anniversary  of  organ¬ 
ized  Methodism  in  this  country.  The  Methodist  Church  in  America  was 
founded  at  the  "Christmas  Conference"  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1784.  At  that 
time,  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke,  both  sent  as  missionaries  from 
England  by  Methodism's  founder  John  Wesley,  were  elected  the  Church's 
first  bishops.  (RNS  Photo) 

Tells  Legionnaires  Must  Reform  Lives 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — The - - 

retiring  national  chaplain  of  the 
American  Legion  told  Legionnaires 
here  they  must  reform  their  own 
personal  lives  if  they  expect  to  lead 
the  nation  “back  to  God.” 

Msgr.  John  J.  Twiss,  Lowell, 

Mass.,  speaking  at  a  memorial  pro¬ 
gram  in  Minneapolis,  municipal  au¬ 
ditorium  that  was  part  of  the  Le¬ 
gion’s  national  convention,  asked: 

“How  can  we  say  to  others,  ‘The 
nation  must  go  back  to  God,’  if  our 
own  hearts  are  not  right?” 

He  called  on  the  Legionnaires  to 
observe  the  Ten  Commandments, 
encourage  church  attendance, 
strengthen  the  family  and  the  home, 
be  fair  and  honest  in  dealing  with 
employers  and  employees,  take  an 
active  interest  in  good  government 
and  oppose  improper  entertainment. 

Following  these  practices,  he  said, 

“will  arrest  the  encroachments  of  a 
destructive  philosophy  of  life  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  minority  and  will  aid  in 
reinvigorating  a  morally-threatened 
nation.” 


tinued  suspension  of  tests  in  order 
to  give  countries  more  time  to  arrive 
at  an  agreement  for  international 
control  of  all  nuclear  arms. 

The  commission,  a  joint  agency 
of  the  WCC  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council,  repeatedly  has 


ated  scale  of  penalties  for  offenders 
against  the  obscenity  laws.  First  of¬ 
fenders  would  be  liable  for  a  penalty 
of  up  to  five  years  in  jail  and  a 
$5,000  fine,  as  under  present  law, 
but  second  offenders  would  receive 
a  mandatory  minimum  jail  sentence 
of  one  year,  and  third  offenders  a 
minimum  of  three  years.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  jail  sentence  for  repeating  of- 
cfenders  would  be  ten-  years,  as  un¬ 
der  present  law. 

Minimum  fines  also  would  be 
provided,  not  less  than  $1,000  for  a 
second  offense,  and  not  less  than 
$3,000  for  a  third.  The  maximum 
fine,  in  discretion  of  the  judge, 
would  be  up  to  $5,000  for  first  of¬ 
fenders,  and  as  much  as  $20,000  for 
third  offenders. 

Sen.  Kefauver  cautioned  that 
mandatory  prison  sentences  for  first 
offenders  “would  be  so  harsh  that 
courts  and  juries  might  not  con¬ 
vict.” 

“I  do  not  feel,  however,  that  this 
is  true  of  second  and  subsequent 
offenders,”  he  told  the  Senate.  “If 
a  person  has  been  convicted  once, 

called  for  a  treaty  under  which  all 
nations  would  stop  atomic  testing 
as  the  first  step  toward  possible 
disarmament. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— HOUSE  HOLDS  AIRCRAFT  LIQUOR  HEAR¬ 
INGS.  Nine  House  bills  to  prohibit  serving  liquor  aboard  airliners  were 
supported  at  a  hearing  here  by  Baptist  minister  Dr.  George  N.  England 
(center)  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  representing  the  United  Temperance  League, 
and  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  Washington,  D.  C.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  (right).  Shown  with  them  is  Rep.  Thomas 
J.  Lane  (D.-Mass.).  A  similar  measure  banning  aircraft  liquor  also  has  been 
introduced  in  the  Senate.  Stewardess  and  pilot  groups  as  well  as  religious 
and  temperance  bodies,  support  the  legislation. 

The  House  subcommittee  which  has  been  holding  public  hearings  on 
the  serving  of  liquor  aboard  airliners  has  voted  to  recommend  enactment 
of  legislation  to  prohibit  any  alcoholic  beverages  on  commercial  airlines. 

The  bill  now  goes  before  the  full  House  Committee  on  Inter-state  and 
Foreign  Commerce  headed  by  Rep.  Oren  Harris  (D.-Ark.)  where  early 
approval  to  send  it  to  the  floor  of  the  House  is  expected.  (RNS  Photo) 


Churchmen  Ask 
A-Test  Ban 
Continuance 

Rhodes,  Greece  (RNS)  —  Major 
nuclear  powers  were  urged  here  by 
the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs  not  to  resume 
t  h  e  unilateral  testing  of  atomic 
weapons  in  November. 

Last  year  the  U.S.  and  Great 
Britain  agreed  to  stop  such  tests  for 
a  ten-month  period  which  expires 
October  31.  Russia,  which  rejected 
the  proposal,  is  not  known  to  have 
conducted  nuclear  tests  since  last 
November. 

In  a  report  presented  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  World  Council 
Churches’  Central  Committee, 
the  commission  called  for  the  con- 


he  will  think  long  and  hard  before 
continuing  in  business  if  he  knows 
that  a  jail  sentence  of  substantial 
length  is  mandatory.” 

Sen.  Kefauver,  who  five  years 
ago  directed  the  first  Congressional 
investigation  into  the  obscenity 
racket,  complained  that  “the  numr 
ber  of  filth  peddlers  who  have  gone 
to  jail  has  been  infinitesimal.” 

“In  view  of  the  huge  profits  made 
out  of  their  trade,  most  pornogra- 
phers  have  not  been  too  concerned 
with  the  fines  which  have  been 
levied  against  them,”  he  added.  “For 
the  most  part,  they  are  fly-by- 
nighters  who  when  caught  and  fined 
change  their  address  and  name  of 
their  company  and  go  right  back 
in  business.” 

Sen.  Kefauver  called  attention  of 
his  colleagues  to  the  fact  that  “vir¬ 
tually  every  religious,  civic,  and 
fraternal  group  in  this  country  is 
on  record  in  favor  of  stricter  laws 
against  the  evil  dissemination  of 
hard-core  pornography.” 


United  States 


Producing  1,200 
Alcoholics  A  Day 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS) — Alco¬ 
holics  are  being  produced  in  the 
United  States  at  the  rate  of  more 
than  1,200  a  day — over  50  an  hour 
around  the  clock — a  noted  authority 
on  alcoholism  warned  here. 

Dr.  Andrew  C.  Ivy,  chairman  of 
the  department  of  clinical  sciences, 
University  of  Illinois,  told  the  fourth 
annual  Institute  of  Scientific  Studies 
for  Prevention  of  Alcoholism  that 
“alcoholism  is  now  the  nation’s 
number  three  health  problem  from 
the  standpoint  of  incidence,  lives 
lost,  and  people  disabled.” 

He  said  that  it  ranks  immediately 
behind  heart  disease  and  cancer  in 
its  toll  in  American  society. 

Dr.  Ivy  said  that  nearly  half  a 
million  persons  a  year  are  becoming 
victims  of  alcoholism  and  that  the 
life  expectancy  of  alcoholics  is  20 
years  less  than  the  national  aver¬ 
age. 

More  than  8,000,000  Americans 
are  affected  with  alcoholism*  Dr. 
Ivy  said,  of  whom  5,000,000  are  out¬ 
right  alcoholics  and  3,000,000  are 
“pre-alcoholic  problem  drinkers.” 

He  said  that  350,000  alcoholics  die 
each  year,  with  an  average  life  span 
of  51  years,  compared  to  about  70 
years  for  non-alcoholics. 

After  a  person  has  become  an  al¬ 
coholic,  he  can  expect  to  live  an 
average  of  16  years,  according  to 
Dr.  Ivy’s  studies  of  medical  records 
and  life  insurance  company  statis¬ 
tics. 

Dr.  Ivy  reported,  however,  that 
gains  are  being  made  in  the  fight 
against  alcoholism  and  that  there 
has  been  a  13  per  cent  decrease  in 
adult  drinkers  in  the  last  12  years. 
He  attributed  most  of  the  decline  to 
women. 
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Editorials 


Khrushchev’s  Visit 

R.  KHRUSHCHEV’S  visit  has  become  an  extremely  lively 
issue  with  many  Americans.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  To 
not  be  interested  would  reveal  a  national  complacency 
hardly  worthy  of  a  great  nation  burdened  with  international  lead¬ 
ership.  Nobody  claims,  however,  that  Americans  are  not  interested. 
The  issue  resolves  around  the  different  attitudes  reflected  follow¬ 
ing  the  announcement  that  he  and  President  Eisenhower  would 
exchange  visits  to  each  other’s  country.  To  fear  Mr.  Khrushchev’s 
visit  indicates  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  American  way  of  life  and 
the  underlying  faith  upon  which  this  way  of  life  rests.  A  polite, 
gentlemanlike  reception  would  be  more  in  keeping  with  American¬ 
ism  than  one  which  appears  hostile  or  unruly.  To  receive  him  cor¬ 
dially  neither  means  acceptance  of  what  he  stands  for  or  seeks  to 
accomplish  for  Communism. 

Mr.  Khrushchev’s  visit  is  the  first  half  of  a  two  way  proposi¬ 
tion.  The  other  half  sends  Mr.  Eisenhower  to  Russia  for  a  visit.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  in  both  halves  of  the  proposition  Mr.  Khrushchev 
hopes  to  score  a  propaganda  victory.  The  surest  way  to  give  him 
what  he  wants  is  to  receive  him  here  discourteously.  The  kind  of 
reception  Mr.  Eisenhower  receives  will  be  another  matter  with  the 
responsibility  resting  on  the  Soviets. 

One  cannot  help  but  recall  the  vicious,  barbaric  deeds  of  Mr. 
Khrushchev’s  regime.  These  cruel  acts  are  of  the  Soviet’s  doings. 
They  must  answer  for  them.  Let  us  hope  that  Americans  will  not 
have  to  answer  to  world  opinion  for  anything  so  uncivilized,  in¬ 
cluding  a  reception  marked  by  shameful,  discourteous  treatment 
of  a  person  who  represents  a  way  of  life  so  diabolically  opposed  to 
ours. 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  htamm 

Our  Load  For  Years  To  Come 


Organized  Labor  And  Organized  Religion 

WE  believe  that  any  thoughtful  person  who  endeavors  to 
weigh  all  facts  and  circumstances  of  labor-management 
relations  would  hold  that  labor  forces  have  the  right  to 
organize  in  order  to  present  effectively  their  case  before  manage¬ 
ment  and  public  opinion.  This  is  a  privilege  which  properly  used 
results  in  better  understanding,  working  conditions,  and  produc¬ 
tion. 

Furthermore,  labor’s  opportunity  to  contribute  creatively  to 
America’s  future  is  by  no  means  exhausted.  The  future,  according 
to  America’s  economists,  is  bright.  Much  industrial  growth  lies 
ahead,  barring  some  unforeseen  calamity.  This  future  growth  is 
based  at  least  in  part  on  continued  contribution  by  organized  labor, 
as  a  partner  with  management. 

Organized  labor’s  internal  difficulties  today  are  based  on  con¬ 
ditions  within  the  movement,  rather  than  hostility  from  an  un- 
sympathic  public.  If  there  is  a  marked  degree  of  antagonism  by 
any  appreciable  number  of  citizens,  it  is  based  not  on  a  general  re¬ 
sentment  toward  the  labor  movement  in  general,  but  because  of 
the  behaviour  and  policy  of  certain  labor  leaders  who  have  been 
permitted  to  discredit  labor  organizations  by  their  conduct. 

We  have  always  been  disturbed  because  of  the  gulf  that  exists 
between  the  labor  movement  and  organized  religion.  We  have 
felt  in  the  past  that  the  Church  should  be  more  active  in  its  role 
of  ministry  to  labor,  seeking  ways  and  means  of  making  the  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  more  effective  in  union  ranks.  We  have  and  continue 
to  rejoice  when  ways  have  been  found  to  increase  this  witness 
through  channels  such  as  chaplains  to  industry,  etc.  We  are  well 
aware  that  many  constructive  inroads  have  been  made  by  many 
religious  groups  which  have  sought  and  found  effective  ways  of 
increasing  the  church’s  ministry  to  labor.  However,  we  believe 
that  if  organized  labor  is  in  any  sense  to  fulfill  its  mission  among 
men,  more  initiative  must  be  exercised  by  organized  labor  to  in¬ 


crease  this  ministry  by  organized  religion  to  organized  labor. 

Repeated  instances  brought  to  light  of  many  corrupt  union 
leaders  who  through  scores  of  ways  have  shown  they  have  none 
of  the  union  members’  real  interests  at  heart  indicate  a  situation 
that  needs  somebody’s  attention.  That  such  repulsive  conditions 
seem  to  continue  to  exist  indicates  complacency  on  the  part  of 
many  rank  and  file  union  members.  There  seems  to  be  a  general 
lack  of  spiritual  depth  which  bespeaks  a  condition  which  only 
spiritual  treatment  can  remedy. 

Labor  should  make  greater  use  of  the  church,  its  facilities,  its 
ministry,  the  faith  it  teaches,  and  the  way  of  life  it  upholds.  This 
should  be  done,  not  for  its  own  sake,  although  this  would  be  reason 
enough.  It  should  because  more  of  its  members  need  the  gospel 
which  has  been  entrusted  to  the  church  to  proclaim.  Some  of  the 
incidental  results  of  this  closer  relationship  would  incidentially 
benefit  the  labor  movement,  which  many  responsible  people  feel 
stands  in  need  of  a  moral  and  spiritual  transfusion  today. 

A  Hopeful  Sign 

IN  the  complex  international  situation,  the  Soviets  now  propose 
a  suspension  of  A-Bomb  tests  as  long  as  the  U.  S.  and  Great 
Britain  suspend  their  tests.  At  present  this  means  that  Russia, 
Great  Britain  and  the  U.  S.  will  have  no  more  A-Bomb  testing  at 
least  until  the  first  of  next  year,  since  our  nation  and  Great  Britain 
had  previously  announced  a  two  month’s  extension  from  Oct.  31. 

Many  church  groups  and  other  organizations  dedicated  to  the 
cause  of  peace  have  held  that  such  testing  constitutes  a  threat  to 
peace,  promotes  distrust,  suspicion  and  fear,  and  spreads  danger  of 
physical  harm  from  radiation.  This  proposal  by  the  Soviets  to 
suspend  indefinitely  nuclear  bomb  testing  should  receive  every 
consideration  else  the  Soviets  will  score  another  propaganda  vic¬ 
tory  and  strengthen  their  claim  among  uncommitted  nations  that 
they  alone  sincerely  seek  peace  for  the  world. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Nuclear  Testing,  Disarmament,  Foreign  Aid 

Methodist  Youth  Record  Views  At  Meeting 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  IND.  (MI)— The  National  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  Commission  has  passed  resolutions  on  nuclear  testing,  disarma¬ 
ment,  and  foreign  aid. 

The  commission  is  one  of  two  commissions  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Methodist  Youth,  which  had  its  annual  meeting  at  Purdue  University 
here  August  15-23,  and  the  resolutions  were  passed  in  the  youth  commis¬ 
sion  meeting  here. 

The  nuclear  testing  resolution  recommended  that  the  United  States 
government  continue  its  present  policy  of  suspending  all  nuclear  tests. 

The  resolution  on  disarmament  urged  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
State  to  support  negotiations  on  disarmament  within  the  framework  of  the 
United  Nations  in  a  manner  approved  by  that  body. 


The  resolution  on  foreign  a  i  d 
urged  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  to  provide  appropria¬ 
tions  for  technical  assistance  and 
economic  a  i  d  programs  “at  the 
level  authorized  in  earlier  legisla¬ 
tion  during  the  present  session.” 

The  nuclear  testing  resolution 
was  passed  unanimously;  the  one 
on  disarmament,  58  for,  one  against, 
and  one  abstaining;  and  the  one  on 
foreign  aid,  64  for  and  two  against. 

Following  are  the  three  resolu¬ 
tions: 

Nuclear  Testing 

“Whereas  the  present  suspension 
of  nuclear  tests  during  the  Geneva 
negotiations  has  facilitated  the  par¬ 
tial  agreements  on  a  permanent 
ban  which  have  been  reached  to 
date,  and 

“Whereas  the  h*o  p  e  of  final 
agreement  on  the  halting  of  tests 
and  the  establishment  of  an  inspec¬ 
tion  system  will  be  adversely  af¬ 
fected  by  a  renewal  of  testing,  and 

"Whereas  the  cessation  of  tests 
and  agreement  on  inspection  would 
constitute  an  important  step  to¬ 
ward  an  agreement  on  universal 
disarmament  with  UN  inspection 
and  control, 

“Therefore  be  it  resolved  that 
the  National  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  Commission  strongly  rec¬ 
ommends  that  the  United  States 
government  continue  its  present 
policy  of  suspending  all  nuclear 
tests.” 

Disarmament 

“Whereas  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment  has  repeatedly  declared 
its  intention  to  negotiate  through 
the  United  Nations  concerning  dis¬ 
armament,  and, 

“Whereas  major  decisions  affect¬ 
ing  the  world  community  ought  to 
be  made  by  means  which  provide 
smaller  nations  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  views,  and 

“Whereas  the  strengthening  of 
the  United  Nations  is  important  in 
a  world  which  desperately  needs  an 
effective  international  organization 
to  further  peace, 

“Therefore,  we  the  National 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Com¬ 
mission  respectfully  urge  that  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  support 
negotiations  on  disarmament  with¬ 
in  the  framework  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  a  manner  approved  by  that 
body.” 

Foreign  Aid 

“Whereas  we  of  the  National 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Com¬ 
mission  feel  that  the  programs  of 
technical  assistance  and  economic 
oid  are  among  the  best  policies  to 
assist  the  economies  of  underde¬ 
veloped  countries  and  to  encourage 
a  free  political  system, 

“Therefore  be  it  resolved  that 
we  urge  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  to  provide  appropria- 
t'ons  for  these  programs  at  the  level 
authorized  in  earlier  legislation 
during  the  present  session.” 

SEPTEMBER  3,  1959 


NCMY  Call  For 
Organizations  For 
Youth  And  College 

West  Lafayette,  Ind.  (MI)  —  The 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth,  in  its  annual  meeting  here 
August  15-23,  reaffirmed  its  desire 
that  there  be  separate,  self-direct¬ 
ing  national  organizations  for  both 
Methodist  youth  and  Methodist 
college  students. 

The  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  is  now  an  organi¬ 
zation  of  both  youth  and  college 
students  and  is  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  youth  commission  and  a 
student  commission. 

The  group’s  proposal,  originally 
approved  at  its  annual  meeting  last 
year,  will  have  to  be  approved  by 
the  Methodist  General  Conference 
before  it  can  be  put  into  effect. 
The  conference,  top  legislative 
body  of  Methodism,  meets  next 
spring  in  Denver. 

If  approved,  the  recommendation 
will  result  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth  in  favor  of  the  two  proposed 
organizations. 

The  proposed  student  organiza¬ 
tion  would  be  composed  of  college 
students  who  locally  would  be 
members  of  campus  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement  units.  The  proposed 
youth  organization  would  repre¬ 
sent  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ships  of  local  churches.  It  would  be 
for  older  youth  as  well  as  those  of 
high  school  age. 

A  report  listing  reasons  for  the 
structure  change  recommendation 
said  that  since  the  youth  and  stu¬ 
dent  commission  were  established 
in  NCMY  in  1952  the  commissions 
have  matured  and  can  handle  their 
special  concerns  better  separately 
than  jointly.  It  also  said  that  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  could  be  more  effective 
through  separate  youth  and  student 
organizations. 

The  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  now  publishes  two 
publications,  Concern,  a  journal  of 
news  and  opinion,  and  Power,  a 
devotional  publication  for  youth. 
Looking  toward  the  possible  disso¬ 
lution  of  NCMY,  the  group  voted 
to  explore  the  possibilities  of  their 
being  published  interdenomination- 
ally. 

A  report  stated  that  interdenomi¬ 
national  publication  of  Concern  and 
Power  already  has  been  discussed 
to  some  extent  and  some  denomi¬ 
nations  are  interested. 

The  report  said  that  the  two 
main  reasons  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  publishing  venture  is  fav¬ 
ored  are: 

“1.  We  are  committed  to  the  spirit 
of  the  ecumenical  movement  and 
feel  that  this  would  be  a  unique 
opportunity  to  express  an  ecumeni- 


Administrative 
Changes  Announced 
In  Youth  Work 

West  Lafayette,  Ind.  (MI)  — 
Changes  in  the  administrative  staff 
of  the  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  were  announced 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  organ¬ 
ization,  August  15-23  at  Purdue 
University  here. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Boyles, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  senior  adminis¬ 
trative  officer  of  the  organization, 
announced  that  he  will  resign  to 
become  general  director  of  Church 
Arts  Associates,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Edgar  A.  Gossard,  also  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  junior  administrative  officer 
of  the  group,  was  elected  to  Mr. 
Boyles’  position.  He  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  administering  the  entire 
NCMY  program  and  will  be  the 
editor  of  Concern,  NCMY’s  journal 
of  news  and  opinion,  and  Power, 
devotional  publication  for  youth. 
He  has  been  serving  as  managing 
editor  of  Concern. 

Edward  R.  Wright,  Jr.,  who  has 
been  working  toward  a  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  at  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  Durham,  N.  C.,  will  join 
the  staff  to  become  executive  edi¬ 
tor  of  Concern  and  Power. 

The  changes  are  effective  August 
23. 

National  headquarters  of  NCMY 
is  in  Nashville. 

Born  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Mr.  Wright 
has  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in 
journalism  from  Emory  University 
there.  He  also  has  a  master  of  arts 
degree  in  political  science  from 
Emory  and  has  studied  toward  a 
Ph.D.  in  political  science  for  four 
years,  one  at  the  University  of 
Chicago,  one  at  the  University  of 
Strasbourg,  and  two  at  Duke.  He 
is  now  completing  his  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation. 

While  at  Duke,  Mr.  Wright  mi- 
nored  in  religion  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Ethics  of  the  di¬ 
vinity  school. 

Church  Arts  Associates,  to  which 
Mr.  Boyles  will  go,  is  a  new  corpo¬ 
ration.  Its  '  planned  projects  in¬ 
clude  consultation  on  church  archi¬ 
tecture,  opening  a  new  art  gallery 
in  Dallas  which  will  specialize  in 
Protestant  art,  and  a  church  bulle¬ 
tin  service  using  contemporary  art. 

Mr.  Boyles  joined  the  NCMY 
staff  two  years  ago  and  Mr.  Gos¬ 
sard,  shortly  afterward. 

The  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  represents  the 
youth  and  college  students  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 


cal  witness. 

“2.  The  preliminary  discussions 
on  the  ecumenical  scene  seem  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  strong  interest  in  the  two 
publications  in  their  present  format 
and  emphases.  Because  of  this,  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  a  possibility  that  Power  and 
Concern  will  retain  their  essential 
character  for  which  they  are  noted 
under  present  NCMY  leadership.” 

The  NCMY  voted  that,  should  in¬ 
terdenominational  publication  of 
Power  and  Concern  seem  unwise, 
an  offer  of  the  Youth  Department 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  be  considered. 

The  Youth  Department’s  offer  is 
that  the  department  staff  will  keep 
the  publications  in  operation  after 
the  possible  dissolution  of  NCMY 
(which  would  be  May  31,  1960,  ac¬ 
cording  to  present  plans)  until  Au¬ 
gust  of  1960.  At  that  time,  assuming 
favorable  General  Conference  ac- 


NCMY  Names 
New  Nat’l  Offices 

Arkansas  Youth  Selected 
For  NCMY  Council 

West  Lafayette,  Ind.  (MI)— Both 
the  youth  and  student  commissions 
of  the  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth  elected  officers  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  August  15-23  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity  here. 

Elected  president  of  the  National 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Com¬ 
mission  was  Donald  Baldwin,  San 
Rafael,  Calif. 

Richard  F.  Celeste,  Lakewood, 
Ohio,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
National  Methodist  Student  Com¬ 
mission. 

Other  youth  commission  officers 
elected  were,  vice-president,  Ron¬ 
ald  Murdoff,  Napa,  Calif.;  secre¬ 
tary,  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Waits, 
Sumrall,  Miss.;  financial  secretary, 
John  M.  Hayes,  Alliance,  Ohio; 
Christian  witness  chairman,  Miss 
Barbara  Lee,  Bessemer,  Ala.;  Chris¬ 
tian  citizenship  chairman,  Miss 
Jackie  Ann  Kovacevic,  Dunkirk, 
N.  Y.;  and  Christian  fellowship 
chairman,  Rodney  Wilmoth,  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb. 

Elected  to  the  council  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth  were  Kaneaster  Hodges,  Jr., 
Newport,  Ark.;  Henry  Golson,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.;  and  Tom  Lord,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas. 

The  student  commission  elected 
as  delegates  to  the  National  Student 
Christian  Federation  Miss  Rebecca 
Owens,  Saluda,  Va.,  and  Gerald 
Gower,  Westbrook,  Maine. 

Terms  of  office  vary.  There  are 
several  other  offices  of  the  commis¬ 
sions  and  NCMY  whose  incumbents 
will  continue  to  serve  until  later 
dates. 


A  seven-year  national  study  of 
American  Jewish  schooling  was 
made  public  in  early  June  at  the 
Fourth  National  Conference  on 
Jewish  Education  in  New  York  by 
the  American  Association  for  Jew¬ 
ish  Education  which  sponsored  it 
at  a  cost  of  $250,000.  Enrollment  in 
Jewish  religious  schools  is  at  an  all- 
time  high:  553,600.  There  are  3,367 
Jewish  religious  schools  in  the  U.S.: 
1,760  weekday  afternoon  institu¬ 
tions,  1,393  one-day  Sunday  schools 
and  214  all-day  schools.  Enrollment 
is  39  per  cent  Conservative,  28  per 
cent  Reform,  21  per  cent  Orthodox, 
11  per  cent  multiple  orientation  and 
one  per  cent  Yiddish.  American 
Jews  spend  some  $60-million  an¬ 
nually  for  Jewish  schooling,-  of 
which  the  parents  pay  half  the  cost. 
Assets  are  an  all-time-high  enroll¬ 
ment  of  553,000  boys  and  girls,  an 
80  per  cent  coverage  of  American 
Jewish  children  and  the  display  of 
greater  interest  by  90  per  cent  of 
Jewish  parents.  The  liabilities  are: 
a  poor  “holding  power” — with  a 
marked  drop  after  boys  complete 
their  bar  mitzvah — a  very  uneven 
quality  of  teachers,  lack  of  parental 
familiarity  with  the  course  of  stud¬ 
ies  and  unsatisfactory  teaching  of 


tion,  the  new  national  youth  organ¬ 
ization  would  be  meeting,  and  it 
could  decide  whether  to  continue 
the  publications. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


GOD’S  FAMILY 

A  family  is  founded  on  natural  affinities  and  not  on  artificial 
motives.  When  a  man  and  woman  fall  in  love  and  form  a  home,  it  is 
with  the  feeling  that  they  are  “just  made  for  each  other.”  When 
children  are  born,  parents  do  not  say,  “Now  we  shall  take  care  of 
these  youngsters  so  that  when  they  grow  up  they  can  take  care  Of  us.” 
Parents  love  their  children  because  they  are  made  that  way.  A  broth¬ 
er  does  not  say,  “I’ll  be  good  to  my  brother  because  we  have  to  live 
in  the  same  house  and  it  is  better  to  be  agreeable.”  He  loves  his 
brother  because  life  is  made  that  way. 

The  bonds  between  members  of  a  family  differ  from  those  in 
planned  organizations.  Men  may  incorporate  themselves  into  a  com¬ 
pany  for  the  conduct  of  business.  But  a  family  is  more  than  a  cor¬ 
poration.  Men  may  organize  themselves  into  a  labor  union  for  col¬ 
lective  bargaining.  But  the  family  is  more  than  a  trade  union.  Men 
may  join  into  a  club  for  social  fellowship  based  on  similarity  of  tastes 
or  interests.  But  the  family  is  more  than  a  club. 

The  family  is  not  founded  on  the  principle  of  profit  or  similarity 
of  taste  or  identity  of  opinion,  but  upon  the  affinity  of  nature.  You 
do  not  choose  your  mother,  brother  or  sister.  Love  between  members 
of  a  family  exists  because  it  is  in  the  very  nature  of  things.  We  are 
made  that  way. 

Dr.  Daniel  Poling,  one  of  our  best-known  ministers,  reports  that 
he  was  once  telling  his  little  daughter  about  the  birthplace  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  In  the  family’s  travels  it  happened  that  one  was 
born  in  Oregon,  another  (I  believe)  in  Ohio,  another  in  Pennsylvania, 
another  in  New  York  and  so  on.  After  listening  to  the  account,  the 
little  girl  looked  up  and  said,  “Isn’t  it  wonderful,  Daddy,  how  we  all 
got  together?”  Yes,  it  is  wonderful,  but  the  wonder  is  part  of  the 
mystery  of  life.  It  is  the  way  we  are  made. 

Now,  if  this  is  the  nature  of  fellowship  in  the  family,  think  what 
it  means  to  conceive  of  the  church  in  Saint  Paul’s  terms  as  “the  fam¬ 
ily  of  God,  the  household  of  faith.” 

When  we  grasp  this  conception  of  the  church  as  the  family  of 
God,  it  links  our  church  membership  back  to  God  Himself.  It  gives 
us  a  much  deeper  respect  for  the  church.  So  many  look  upon  the 
church  merely  as  one  of  our  many  social  institutions,  started  by  hu¬ 
man  organization. 

Henry  James,  the  writer,  and  his  brother  William  James,  the 
great  Harvard  philosopher,  were  once  discussing  the  church.  It  was 
in  their  younger  days  before  they  became  famous.  Henry  said,  “I  am 
willing  to  confess  the  reality  of  God,  but  as  for  the  church,  it  is  a  mere 
conventionality,  made  of  stone  and  lime,  and  I  have  no  respect  for  it.” 
William  replied,  “Whoever  confesses  the  reality  of  God  thereby  con¬ 
fesses  the  reality  of  the  church,  for  ultimately  God  is  the  church.” 

Too  many  of  us  treat  the  church  as  an  institution  which  belongs 
to  us  and  which  we  have  to  support.  The  church  is  of  God,  and  its 
support  basically  is  from  God.  That  is  why  the  church  endures  de¬ 
spite  its  human  defects,  its  all  too  many  divisions  and  its  frequent 
mismangement.  Often  I  hear  men  say,  “Why  if  I  ran  my  business  as 
my  church  runs  its  business,  I  would  be  bankrupt  in  no  time.”  Of 
course,  some  of  our  local  churches  do  fail  financially.  But  the  church 
of  the  living  God  goes  on,  outlasting  every  institution  organized  by 
man. 

We  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  been  enjoying  a  great 
era  of  church  building.  But  let  us  look  beyond  these  beautiful  new 
churches  to  which  we  belong  and  see  the  church  as  the  family  of  God. 

And  let  us  look  beyond  the  boundaries  of  our  own  denominations. 
The  growing  fellowship  between  denominations  has  been  notable. 
The  major  church  groups  have  joined  in  national  and  world  councils 
of  churches.  Yet  we  must  go  beyond  a  mere  man-made  spirit  of  unity 
to  realize  what  Saint  Paul  called  the  “unity  of  the  spirit.”  In  our  ef¬ 
forts  at  church  cooperation  we  are  not  trying  to  create  something 
new,  but  to  recover  what  God  created.  “Christ  is  not  divided,”  de¬ 
clares  the  Scriptures.  Our  church  divisions  are  man-made  and  we 
must  seek  to  heal  them  in  the  family  spirit  of  God. 

Yes,  and  we  must  look  still  further  to  feel  our  fellowship  in  God’s 
family.  Bishop  Westcott  of  England  once  entered  a  church  with  a 
friend.  There  were  only  a  few  worshippers  present.  “How  empty 
the  church  is,”  said  the  friend.  “How  full  it  is,”  replied  the  bishop 
as  he  lifted  his  eyes  to  the  vaulted  arches  and  in  his  imagination  felt 
the  presence  of  an  invisible  company. 

When  Paul  speaks  of  the  church  he  refers  to  it  as  the  “whole 
family  in  heaven  and  earth.” 


The 

L  ay  m  an’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  Taste  of  Pioneering 

After  a  week  at  Raub,  our  team 
has  moved  to  Bentong  in  the  state 
of  Pahang.  This  is  at  the  end  of  the 
pavement.  Forty  miles  away  the 
railroad  goes  on  to  some  of  the  rub¬ 
ber  plantations,  but  here  the  high¬ 
way  stops.  Beyond  here  is  the  real 
jungle.  Maybe  the  readers  of  this 
column  will  be  interested  to  read 
about  some  of  our  real  pioneer 
Methodist  mission  work.  The  Chi¬ 
nese  speaking  congregation  has  been 
here  for  forty  years,  but  the  English 
speaking  congregation  is  less  than  a 
year  old.  We  have  an  English  school 
here,  but  January  1959  marked  the 
coming  of  the  first  resident  pastor 
to  the  three-year-old  congregation 
of  English  speaking  people.  The 
church  here  has  a  membership  of  6. 

Coming  to  the  lighter  side  for  a 
moment,  you  may  be  interested  to 
know  of  some  of  the  experiences 
that  our  team  has  had  within  the 
past  24  hours  that  we  have  been 
here.  My  team  mate,  by  the  way, 
is  Rev.  Ross  Fulton  of  Independence, 
Missouri.  I  am  enjoying  his  com¬ 
panionship  very  much.  He  is  a  great 
evangelistic  preacher.  Only  last 
night  at  the  Chinese  speaking 
Church  he  preached,  and  there  were 
15  decisions  for  Christ,  besides  17 
rededications.  He  tells  me  that  he 
knows  a  number  of  the  pastors  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  having 
known  them  at  S.M.U.  He  asks  that 
I  send  greetings  to  his  friends  and 
schoolmates  .  .  .  But  back  to  our  ex¬ 
periences.  Last  evening  we  looked 
around  the  parsonage  where  we  are 
staying,  and  found  that  the  parson¬ 
age  literally  backs  up  to  the  jungle. 
A  rubber  plantation  borders  one 


side  of  the  property.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  and  across  a  little 
stream,  we  see  the  dense  under¬ 
growth  that  characterizes  the  trop¬ 
ics.  A  little  before  sundown  we  ' 
heard  a  monkey  calling  from  one 
of  the  trees  about  50  yards  away. 

I  tried  to  see  him  but  he  must  have 
seen  me  first.  .  .  .  This  morning 
when  I  arose,  I  turned  on  the  water 
faucet  to  find  that  there  was  no 
water!  But  the  little  stream  was 
still  gurgling  among  the  rocks,  so  I 
performed  my  morning  toilet  while 
seated  on  a  rock,  and  with  my  feet 
in  a  waterfall. 

Being  more  serious,  I  would  tell 
again  how  anxious  the  people  out 
here  are  to  hear  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus.  Rev.  Fulton  and  I  have  talk¬ 
ed  all  this  morning  to  various  class¬ 
es  in  the  school  about  many  things. 
Of  course  these  young  people  are 
anxious  to  know  about  “Football 
and  Hollywood,”  but  they  are  also 
anxious  to  know  more  about  God 
and  Jesus  Christ.  Truly,  there  are 
many  adversaries  to  the  spread  of 
the  Gospel  in  an  overwhelming 
Muslim  land,  but  there  are  still 
many  who  would  know  about  Jesus. 
These  few  minor  and  temporary 
discomforts  are  very  small  when 
we  compare  them  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  we  have  to  talk  to  peo¬ 
ple  about  Jesus  and  His  love.  We 
all  ask  that  Christians  will  continue 
to  pray  for  us  and  for  our  work. 
When  you  read  these  lines  I  shall 
be  home,  the  Lord  willing.  But  the 
need  will  still  be  here;  the  harvest 
will  still  be  white;  the  laborers  will 
still  be  pitifully  few.  Please  pray, 
therefore,  that  the  Lord  will  send 
forth  laborers. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  September  13,  1959:  GOD’S  CONCERN  FOR  ALL  PEOPLE 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  THE  BOOK  OF  JONAH,  4  CHAPTERS.  LES¬ 
SON  TEXT,  Jonah  3:1-2,  10;  4:1-11. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  compassion  is  over 
all  that  he  has  made.  Psalms  145:9.  (RSV) 


We  come  today  to  the  fourth  lesson  in  Unit 
IX  which  is  a  study  of  the  ‘general  subject, 
“God’s  Desire  For  His  People.”  Our  subject  for 
today,  “God’s  Desire  for  All  People”  quite  ap¬ 
propriately  comes  under  that  general  heading. 

The  Book  of  Jonah  is  one  of  the  very  inter¬ 
esting  and  much-discussed  books  of  the  Old 
Testament.  While  it  is  classified  as  one  of  the 
twelve  minor  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  the 
style  of  the  book  is  very  different  from  the  other 
of  these  books.  The  Book  of  Jonah  is  largely 
narrative  in  form  and  revolves  around  Jonah, 
the  principal  character  of  the  book. 

The  only  other  Old  Testament  reference  to 
,  Jonah  is  found  in  2  Kings  14:25,  where  it  is  re¬ 
corded  that  Jeroboam  repelled  the  attacks  of 
Hamath  “According  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand  of  his 
servant  Jonah,  the  son  of  Amittai,  the  prophet, 
which  was  a  Gath-hepher.”  Since  the  Jonah  in 
the  Book  of  Jonah  is  also  the  son  of  Amittai,  it 
is  commonly  believed  that  the  two  referred  to 
are  the  same  person. 

There  are  two  viewpoints  expressed  by 
scholars  regarding  the  Book  of  Jonah.  One  of 
these  viewpoints  is  that  the  book  is  a  history  of 
the  activities  of  the  prophet  Jonah.  The  other 
viewpoint  is  that  the  book  is  a  parable  like 
many  of  the  parables  spoken  by  Jesus  to  teach  a 
great  truth.  In  this  viewpoint,  the  incidents  re¬ 
ported  in  the  book  are  not  necessarily  based  on 
actual  occurrences,  as  the  parable  stories  of 
Jesus  are  not  necessarily  records  of  an  actual 
occurrence. 

The  great  truth  of  God’s  concern  for  all 
people,  as  taught  in  Jonah,  is  the  same  whether 
we  think  of  it  as  history  or  a  parable.  It  is  our 
feeling  that  we  do  no  violence  to  the  Book  of 
Jonah  as  an  inspired  revelation  of  God’s  will 
and  purpose,  whether  we  consider  it  to  be  a 
record  of  an  historical  event  or  a  parable  to 
teach  the  Jews  and  us  that  God  loves  all  people 
everywhere  and  will  forgive  anybody  anywhere 
who  sincerely  repents  of  sin. 

Book  of  Jonah  Is  Not  A  Fish  Story 

Because  of  the  undue  emphasis  that  has 
been  given  to  the  “great  fish”  referred  to  in 
Jonah,  possibly  the  first  thing  that  is  necessary, 
if  we  are  to  be  helped  by  a  study  of  this  book, 
is  to  realize  that  Jonah  is  not  a  fish  story. 

Except  for  the  prayer  Jonah  is  reported  to 
have  prayed  while  inside  the  fish,  there  are  only 
three  other  verses  of  the  entire  book  of  forty- 
eight  verses  which  make  any  reference  to  a  fish 
experience.  The  message  of  the  Book  of  Jonah 
‘s  a  missionary  message.  Out  of  the  narrowness, 
bigotry  and  selfishness  which  characterized  the 
Jewish  viewpoint  regarding  the  non-Jewish 
world,  the  Book  of  Jonah  shines  like  a  beacon 
hght.  It  is  more  than  a  prophecy  about  the 
destruction  of  Ninevah;  it  is  a  prophecy  of  a 
‘me  when  worshipers  of  the  true  God  would 
eel  a  responsibility  for  carrying  His  message 
and  revelation  to  all  the  earth. 

This  is  the  big  contrast  between  Jonah  and 
be  other  eleven  of  the  minor  prophets.  The 
messages  of  the  other  eleven  of  these  books  are 
argely  devoted  to  correcting  the  life  of  the 
ews  so  that  their  national  life  might  remain 
mtact.  They  have  little  or  no  concern  for  the 
moral  or  religious  life  of  the  nations  about  them. 

he  Jewish  religion  has  never  been,  in  the  past, 
nor  is  it  today  a  missionary  religion  intent  on 
converting  the  rest  of  the  world  to  its  viewpoint 
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about  God.  It  required  the  startling  words  of 
Jesus  in  the  Great  Commission  to  awaken  even 
in  His  disciples  the  feeling  that  the  message  they 
were  to  carry  was  for  the  whole  world. 

Called  To  Be  The  First  Foreign  Missionary 

With  this  general  non-missionary  viewpoint 
of  the  Israelites,  it  was  one  of  the  highest  com¬ 
pliments  the  Lord  could  pay  a  man  of  the  day 
to  call  him  to  be  the  first  foreign  missionary 
God  ever  called. 

Honored  as  Jonah  was,  the  call  to  preach  to 
Ninevah,  deep  in  the  land  of  heathenism,  was 
such  an  unusual  call  and  so  contrary  to  Jewish 
thinking  that  it  should  not  be  surprising  that 
Jonah  tried  to  get  away  from  the  call.  Jonah 
may  even  have  had  the  feeling  that,  in  a  sense, 
he  would  be  untrue  to  the  religion  of  his  people, 
if  he  carried  a  message  from  Jehovah,  Israel’s 
God,  to  people  of  other  races  in  foreign  lands. 

Running  Away  From  God 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that,  despite  the 
high  honor  God  conferred  upon  him,  Jonah  tried 
desperately  to  run  away  from  the  call.  The  first 
two  verses  of  the  Book  of  Jonah  tell  of  the  call 
of  God  to  Jonah  to  go  to  Nineveh  to  preach.  The 
third  verse  reads,  “But  Jonah  rose  up  to  flee 
unto  Tarshish  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
and  went  down  to  Joppa;  and  he  found  a  ship 
going  to  Tarshish:  so  he  paid  the  fare  thereof 
and  went  down  into  it,  to  go  with  them  unto 
Tarshish  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.” 

Joppa  was  a  city  on  the  eastern  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  east  of  Jerusalem.  It  is 
believed  by  scholars  that  Tarshish,  mentioned 
here,  was  a  town  in  Spain  at  about  the  farthest 
point  west  to  which  ships  of  the  day  sailed. 
Nineveh  was  northeast  of  Jerusalem.  It  would 
appear  that  Jonah  was  trying  to  go  just  as  far 
from  Nineveh  as  transportation  of  the  day  would 
carry  him. 

Since  we  are  free  moral  agents,  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  refuse  to  obey  God’s  calls  or  commands. 
We  can  refuse  to  obey  God  but  we  cannot  run 
far  enough  to  get  away  from  the  responsibility 
of  the  call.  God’s  calls  are  personal  and  follow 
us  wherever  we  go  or  whatever  we  do.  In  Psalms 
139:7-10,  the  psalmist  describes  how  impossible 
it  is  to  get  away  from  God.  These  verses  read, 
“Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  spirit?  or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?  If  I  ascend  up 
into  heaven,  thou  art  there:  if  I  make  my  bed  in 
hell,  behold,  thou  are  there.  If  I  take  the  wings 
of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  sea;  Even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me, 
and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.” 

It  is  not  possible,  in  God’s  world,  to  run 
away  from  God.  A  young  man  once  told  the 
writer  that  he  tried  to  get  away  from  the  call  to 
preach  by  leaving  Arkansas  and  moving  to 
Texas.  We  know  that  Texas  is  a  big  state  but 
certainly  it  is  not  big  enough  for  a  man  to  hide 
himself  from  God  there.  This  young  man  soon 
realized  that  crossing  state  lines  made  no  differ¬ 
ence  at  all  in  the  feeling  in  his  heart  that  God 
had  called  him  to  preach. 

Sometimes  we  think  that  we  can  get  away 
from  God’s  call  by  ignoring  it;  by  losing  our¬ 
selves  in  business  or  pleasure  or  professional 
activities.  It  is  possible  by  such  processes  to  so 
stultify  our  conscience  that  the  sense  of  God’s 
call  no  longer  bothers  us.  However,  instead  of 
being  pleased  with  such  results,  we  should  be 
alarmed.  Under  such  conditions,  we  should  never 
think  that  God  has  changed  His  mind  about  what 


He  wants  us  to  do.  It  means  simply  that  we 
have  so  choked  the  channels  of  our  conscience 
through  which  God  speaks  to  us  that  we  no 
longer  hear  His  call.  Nothing  could  be  worse 
spiritually. 

The  Gospel  of  a  Second  Chance 

After  Jonah’s  experience  of  attempting  to 
run  away  from  God  and  his  experience  of  being 
thrown  into  the  sea  he  finally  reached  the  shore 
again.  The  opening  words  of  our  lesson  text 
carry,  for  Jonah,  the  gospel  of  the  second  chance. 
Verse  two  reads,  “And  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  unto  Jonah  the  second  time,  saying,  Arise, 
and  go  unto  Nineveh,  that  great  city,  and  preach 
unto  it  the  preaching  that  I  bid  thee.”  This  was 
the  same  commission  Jonah  had  when  he  de¬ 
cided  to  run  away. 

One  of  the  most  amazing  things  confronting 
the  human  mind  is  the  conception  of  the  mercy 
and  forgiving  Spirit  of  God.  One  of  the  greatest 
blessings  God  has  conferred  on  humanity  is  His 
willingness  to  give  us  a  second  chance.  So  few 
of  us  reach  the  goals  we  set  for  ourselves  re¬ 
ligiously,  even  when  we  sincerely  try.  It  is  a 
blessed  thought  to  feel  that,  when  we  fall  short 
of  our  aims,  God  gives  us  another  chance.  More 
amazing  still  is  the  fact  that,  even  though  we 
may  not  try  sincerely  to  reach  the  goals  we  once 
set  for  ourselves,  God  will  forgive  our  sinful 
failures,  if  we  earnestly  ask  Him  and  give  us 
another  chance. 

Being  given  another  opportunity  to  carry 
God’s  message  to  Ninevah,  Jonah  set  out  on  the 
long  journey  to  that  wicked  city  and  there 
preached  as  God  had  commanded  him. 

Nineveh  Had  a  Great  Revival 

To  the  surprise  of  Jonah  and  even  to  his 
disappointment,  Ninevah  had  a  great  revival  as 
a  result  of  the  message  Jonah  delivered  for  the 
Lord.  The  only  recorded  part  of  Jonah’s  mes¬ 
sage  consisted  of  just  eight  words,  “Yet  forty 
days,  and  Nineveh  shall  be  overthrown.”  Jonah 
3:5  reads,  “So  the  people  of  Nineveh  believed 
God,  and  proclaimed  a  fast  and  put  on  sack¬ 
cloth,  from  the  greatest  of  them  to  the  least  of 
them.”  Even  the  king  “arose  from  his  throne” 
and  clothed  himself  with  sackcloth  and  sat  in 
ashes.  The  king  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
on  the  nation  to  pray  to  God  that  the  threatened 
destruction  might  pass.  When  God  saw  the  spirit 
of  repentance  among  the  people  of  Nineveh, 
“God  repented  of  the  evil,  that  he  had  said  that 
he  would  do  unto  them;  and  he  did  it  not.”  So 
Nineveh  was  spared. 

Jonah  Unhappy  Over  His  Own  Success 

The  writer  has  known  many  preachers  but 
he  never  knew  one  who  ever  showed  any  dis¬ 
appointment  or  unhappiness  because  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  his  ministry.  Nevertheless,  there  was 
positive  disappointment  in  the  life  of  Jonah 
when  a  city,  large  enough  to  have  120,000  babies 
in  its  population,  repented  of  its  sins  from  the 
king  on  his  throne  down  to  the  humblest  citizen. 

There  were  two  reasons  for  this  feeling  in 
the  life  of  Jonah.  (1)  Jonah  did  not  want  to 
preach  to  the  Ninevites  in  the  first  place  because 
he  had  no  personal  interest  in  their  welfare,  and 
cared  nothing  about  their  religious  life.  (2) 
Jonah  had  shouted  his  message  in  the  streets  of 
Nineveh  that  Nineveh  would  be  destroyed  in 
forty  days.  That  he  would  have  liked  to  see. 
When  Nineveh  was  spared  from  the  destruction 
Jonah  had  prophesied,  Jonah  was  afraid  that  he 
would  “lose  face”  as  a  prophet.  It  appears  that 
Jonah  would  rather  see  a  city  of  possibly  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  destroyed  rather  than  to  be  found 
wrong  in  a  prophecy. 

God's  Universal  Concern 

Our  lesson  subject  is  “God’s  Concern  For 
All  People.”  In  the  closing  verses  of  our  lesson 
text  we  are  taught  decidedly  that  God  is  con¬ 
cerned  about  people  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  who 
live  in  wickedness  and  sin. 

Jonah  prayed  to  die  because  God  had  been 
merciful  to  the  Ninevites.  The  Lord  shewed  him 
how  unreasonable  was  his  attitude  by  causing 
a  gourd  vine  to  cover  the  booth  Jonah  had  made 
to  shade  him  from  the  sun.  The  gourd  made  the 
shade  complete.  Then  God  prepared  a  worm 
to  destroy  the  gourd  vine  and  Jonah  was  angry 
about  that.  God  then  reminded  Jonah  that  if  he 
was  concerned  for  a  gourd  vine,  which  he  him¬ 
self  had  not  produced,  he  should  realize  the  con¬ 
cern  of  the  Lord  for  this  great  city  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  who  were  crying  out  to 
God  for  help. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  C.  L.  CLAYTON,  JR,  were 
honored  with  a  grocery  pounding  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Angie- Varnado  Methodist  Churches 
at  a  picnic  on  the  parsonage  lawn  recently.  A 
number  of  members  from  each  church  attended. 

REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  now  living  in  Jena, 
was  guest  speaker  at  both  services  of  the  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  on 
Sunday,  August  9.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Roy  L.  Gar¬ 
rett,  and  his  family  were  on  vacation. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Munholland  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  held 
their  August  26  meeting  as  a  picnic  at  the  home 
of  Ben  and  Ruby  Capell,  with  the  wives  of  the 
members  invited.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ABE  M.  CONEPLY,  pastor  of  the  Bernice 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  a 
series  of  revival  services  at  the  Harmony  Chapel 
Methodist  Church,  August  2-8.  Donald  Autrey, 
also  of  Bernice,  directed  the  music  for  the  serv¬ 
ices.  Rev.  Leon  Marsalis  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  L.  G.  WILSON,  Jane,  and  Jan 
have  returned  from  a  two  week  vacation  in 
Florida  and  Arkansas.  Rev.  I.  L.  Yeager,  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  now  living 
in  Monroe,  and  W.  D.  Cotton,  a  layman  of  Ray- 
ville  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Mer  Rouge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson’s  absence. 

REV.  L.  G.  WILSON,  pastor  of  the  Mer  Rouge 
Methodist  Church,  will  preach  in  revival 
services  at  the  church  beginning  September  5. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson  is  preaching  at  the  request 
of  the  members  of  the  church.  Rev.  Ted  T. 
Howes,  pastor  of  the  Sterlington-Fairbanks 
Charge,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  singing. 

HERMAN  L.  BASS,  member  of  the  Jonesboro 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  named  Lay 
Leader  for  the  Ruston  District.  He  replaces 
Jason  Smith,  Homer,  who  resigned  effective 
September  1.  The  announcement  was  made  by 
Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  superintendent  of  the 
Ruston  District. 

HERBERT  HAYNES,  Church  Lay  Leader  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder,  was 
in  charge  of  the  morning  worship  services  at  the 
church  Sunday,  August  9,  in  the  absence  of  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson.  The  evening 
service  was  sponsored  by  the  Youth  Division  of 
the  church  and  led  by  Miss  Peggy  Roberts,  Edu¬ 
cational  Assistant. 

REV.  KENNETH  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings,  was  the 
guest  speaker  in  a  series  of  revival  services  held 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Eunice,  August  24- 
30.  Rev.  George  Dent,  associate  pastor  of  Park 
Place  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  was  in  charge 
of  the  song  services.  Rev.  Wilson  Watson  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES  MONTH  was  held  dur¬ 
ing  August  by  the  St.  James  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  The  young  people  met 
each  Thursday  from  6:30  to  9:00  p.m.  for  Bible 
study  and  fellowship.  The  worship  part  of  the 
service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  J. 
Summerfield.  Others  participating  were  Mrs. 
Garland  Cason,  youth  counselor,  Mrs.  Jerry 
Seeley,  and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Nelson. 

REV.  A.  A.  COLLINS,  pastor  of  the  Jefferson 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  led  the 
noontime  devotions  Monday  through  Friday, 
August  24-28,  at  The  Church  House,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Collins  spoke  on  the  theme 


“Anchors  of  the  Soul.”  The  services  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  and  are  conducted  each  weekday 
from  12:00  noon  to  12:20  p.m. 

REV.  ARTHUR  M.  BAKER,  associate  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  August  23. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  was  the  feature  speaker  for 
Youth  Activities  Week  at  the  Munholland 
Church  August  23-26.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris 
is  the  pastor. 

DR.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  pastor  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  Haughton  Methodist 
Church  Thursday  evening,  September  10.  Dr. 
Harris  will  show  pictures  taken  in  Cuba  during 
his  work  there  in  the  Evangelistic  Mission  and 
speak  on  the  needs  and  opportunities  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  has  in  that  country.  Rev.  Joe  Rob¬ 
inson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  SENIOR  DEPARTMENT  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  held  its  an¬ 
nual  Youth  Activities  Week  August  17-21  with 
“Prayer”  for  the  theme.  Lanny  Roberts,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  MYF,  was  in  charge  of  the  schedule 
for  the  week.  The  program  included  the  follow¬ 
ing  speakers:  Dr.  Guy  Hicks,  pastor,  J.  N.  Fom- 
by,  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  pastor  of  Wesley  - 
Grace  Charge,  Alexandria,  and  Rev.  Cecil 
Benoit,  Minister  of  Education  for  the  church. 

C'HARLES  GRIFFIS  of  Rayville  was  the  guest 
i  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  on 
Monday  evening,  August  24.  Mr.  Griffis  has 
recently  returned  from  an  extensive  trip  through 
Canada  and  Alaska,  and  gave  the  group  many 
interesting  details  of  this  part  of  the  continent. 
While  in  Alaska  he  visited  the  site  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  College.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  GEORGE  C.  BAKER,  professor  of  Hom¬ 
iletics  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  August  23.  Dr.  Baker 
has  traveled  extensively,  having  been  a  Frater¬ 
nal  Delegate  to  the  Foochow,  China,  Conference 
in  1948,  a  Fraternal  Delegate  to  the  Diamond 
Jubilee  of  Methodism  in  Mexico  the  following 
year,  and  an  attendant  of  the  World  Methodist 
Theological  Studies  in  Oxford,  England,  in  1958. 

CHAPLAIN  E.  RICHARD  BARNES,  U.  S.  N., 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship 
service  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  August  9. 
Captain  Barnes  is  a  Methodist  Minister  and  is 
head  chaplain  of  the  Naval  Base  in  Algiers.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Ministerial  Union  and 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Church¬ 
es.  Rev.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  Jr.,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  on  the  Tulane-Newcomb 
campus,  spoke  at  the  evening  service.  Dr.  A.  M. 
Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  A.  J.  WALTON,  a  Methodist  authority  on 
“the  little  rural  church,”  has  announced  his 
retirement  from  the  faculty  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School.  A  man  of  talents.  Dr.  Walton 
held  the  posts  of  Professor  of  Church  adminis¬ 
tration,  director  of  student  work,  director  of 
field  work,  and  director  of  the  Duke  Endowment. 
In  selflessly  filling  a  place  of  need  in  the  rural 
church  development  program,  he  has  earned 
such  honors  as  North  Carolina  Rural  Minister 
of  1959  by  the  Progressive  Farmer  magazine, 
Rural  minister  of  the  Southeast  in  1959  by  Em- 


HELP  WANTED 

McDonnel  Methodist  Center,  Houma,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  is  in  need  of  a  person  to  serve  as  head  cook 
and  kitchen  manager.  A  furnished  apartment 
and  board  are  supplied  in  addition  to  salary. 
Persons  interested  should  write  giving  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  references  to  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell, 
P.  O.  Box  70,  Houma,  Louisiana. 


ory  University’s  Candler  School  of  Theology,  and 
an  honorary  life  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Rural  Fellowship.  At  Duke  he  has  been  coun¬ 
selor,  friend  and  benefactor  to  a  steady  stream 
of  ministerial  students. 

LARRY  GENE  PLEIMAN  of  Lake  Charles,  stu¬ 
dent  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U., 
is  among  the  twenty  award-winning  Methodist 
seminary  students  visiting  the  national  boards 
and  agencies  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  five 
cities  August  31  to  September  11.  The  20,  two 
from  each  of  the  ten  Methodist  seminaries,  will 
participate  in  the  fifth  National  Methodist 
Scholarship  Travel  Seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  and  other  agen¬ 
cies.  Purpose  of  the  seminar  is  to  acquaint  the 
potential  future  leaders  of  The  Methodist 
Church  with  the  programs  and  personnel  of  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  that  serve  the 
church. 

THE  SUNDAY  EVENING  congregation  of  Mc¬ 
Guire  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  saw 
the  new  film  entitled  “Make  All  Things  New” 
on  August  23.  The  film  concerns  deaconess  serv¬ 
ice  and  answers  the  questions,  “Why  be  a  dea¬ 
coness?”  “What  does  a  deaconess  do?”  “What 
are  her  qualifications?”  and  “Why  does  she  con¬ 
sider  her  vocation  so  rewarding?”  The  story  of 
the  film  shows  six  commissioned  deaconesses 
of  the  Methodist  Church  helping  to  meet  the 
needs  of  people  in  real  life  situations.  Back¬ 
grounds  of  the  film  include  a  Methodist  hos¬ 
pital,  and  a  rural  and  suburban  church,  two 
projects  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service.  This  film  is  a  gift  of  the  Louisiana 
Board  of  Deaconesses,  available  through  the 
Board  of  Education,  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  by 
paying  the  return  postage  and  insurance.  Rev. 
Don  Wineinger  is  pastor  of  the  McGuire  Church. 

TRAFFIC  S'AFETY  was  the  topic  of  Sgt.  Emer¬ 
son  Duhon  of  the  State  Police  when  he  ad¬ 
dressed  the  West  Lake  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  August  19,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  president,  S.  R. 
Burch,  presided  over  the  business  session  fol¬ 
lowing  the  pot-luck  supper.  The  devotional  was 
given  by  Tommy  Miller.  E.  C.  Hunt  submitted 
his  resignation  and  Micky  Benham  was  elected 
to  replace  him  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
guest  speaker  presented  a  film,  “Chain  Reac¬ 
tion.”  He  pointed  out  the  need  for  traffic  safety 
in  the  vicinity,  and  advised  those  present  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  safe  driving.  He  advised  them  to  adhere 
to  the  rules  regulating  traffic  especially  the 
speed  laws.  The  publicity  chairman,  Lawrence 
H.  Cashen,  reported  fifteen  members  and  one 
guest  present.  Rev.  Rex  Squyres  is  pastor. 

INTER-FAITH  YOUTH  WEEK  was  held  by 
young  people  from  the  First  Methodist,  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Trinity  Epis¬ 
copal  Churches  of  DeRidder  August  17-22.  Miss 
Peggy  Roberts,  recreational  director  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  overall  chairman  of 
the  week  which  had  as  its  purpose  to  develop 
better  understanding  among  churches;  deeper 
spiritual  life  and  to  find  the  will  of  God  in  life. 
A  short  devotional  was  held  each  morning  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  with  the  various  other 
programs  held  at  the  participating  churches.  The 
week’s  activities  were  concluded  with  a  week¬ 
end  retreat  at  Inglewood  Park,  at  which  time 
Mrs.  Grubbs  of  Maplewood  presented  materia; 
on  vocational  guidance  illustrated  with  a  film. 
Following  communion  on  Sunday  morning  the 
group  returned  to  town  for  services  at  their  re¬ 
spective  churches.  Accompanying  the  young 
people  on  the  retreat  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Marsh,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  Hastings,  Mrs 
Harold  G.  Stacey  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Williams. 
Rev.  R.  H.  Jamieson  is  pastor  of  First  Church 
and  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  Wesley 
Church. 
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Christmas  in  August  Services  Are  Held 
At  the  West  Lake  Methodist  Church 


The  Davidson  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  new  parsonage. 

The  Building  Committee  selected  the  residence  picture  above  after 
being  authorized  to  purchase  a  new  parsonage  by  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

The  house  contains  a  living  room,  four  bedrooms,  family  room,  kitchen, 
dining  roam,  side  entry,  two  bathrooms,  covered  patio,  inside  utility  room, 
carport  and  storage  room.  The  living  area  of  the  house  covers  1900  square 
feet  and  the  entire  foundation,  including  patio,  carport  and  storage  is  over 
2800  square  feet. 

It  is  located  at  101  Pontiac  Road  in  River  Oads  Subdivision  on  a  corner 
lot  115  by  120  feet. 

The  kitchen  has  a  built-in  electric  range  and  oven  and  garage  disposal. 
The  house  is  equipped  with  central  heating  and  air  conditioning.  The  back 
yard  is  enclosed  with  a  cyclone  fence. 

The  members  of  the  Building  Committee  who  have  worked  on  this  proj¬ 
ect  are:  Jim  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Love,  secretary;  Edgar  Con¬ 
nolly;  Felix  Demanade;  Mrs.  R.  0.  Brenham;  R.  C.  Harper;  J.  L.  Love;  J.  J. 
Davidson,  Jr.;  William  Frisbie;  C.  C.  Barnes. 

The  old  parsonage  which  is  located  next  door  to  the  church  building  is 
now  being  used  as  additional  educational  space  for  the  Children's  Division 
of  the  Church  School. 

The  Rev.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  is  pastor  of  Davidson  Memorial  Methodist 
Church. 


“A  Star  Shines  for  the  Nations” 
was  the  title  of  the  story  read  by 
Mrs.  William  B.  Davis  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Christmas  party  for  the  Dulac 
Indian  Mission. 

The  Christmas  party  in  August 
was  held  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
the  West  Lake  Methodist  Church 
Tuesday,  August  25  at  7:30  p.m. 

Rev.  Rex  Squyres  gave  the  scrip¬ 
ture  reading  and  introduced  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Brunson.  Mr.  Brun¬ 
son  is  the  head  resident  at  the  Du¬ 
lac  Indian  Mission  and  Mrs.  Brun¬ 
son  is  in  charge  of  the  kindergarten 
department.  Colored  slides  were 
shown  of  the  improvements  being 
made  at  the  Mission.  Serving  as 
narrator,  Mrs.  Brunson  explained 
the  purpose  of  the  Mission  and  the 
work  being  done  there.  This  is  a 
national  project  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  and  young  peo¬ 
ple  from  all  over  the  nation  are  se¬ 
lected  to  spend  some  time  there. 
In  addition  to  the  many  other 
things  taught  in  the  kindergarten 
department  the  children  are  taught 
to  understand  some  English  and  to 


make  themselves  understood.  They 
speak  only  French,  but  will  attend 
a  school  taught  in  English. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Mr.  Bruson.  Christmas 
music  was  provided  by  Mrs.  S.  R. 
Burch,  pianist.  “How  far  is  it  to 
Bethlehem?”  was  the  top  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Squyres.  A  beautiful  Christian 
Christmas  for  the  peoples  of  all  na- 
toins  was  depicted  by  Mrs.  Davis 
in  the  story  “A  Star  Shines  for  the 
Nations.” 

Mrs.  Squyres  used  a  white  can¬ 
dle,  a  cross  and  a  bible  for  the 
worship  center.  A  Christmas  tree 
of  white  net  decorated  with  red 
balls  was  the  center  piece  for  the 
refreshment  table  with  a  white 
square  candle  at  each  end  of  the 
table.  Orange  punch  was  served 
from  the  crystal  punch  service,  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Sargent  made  decorated 
cookies  of  Christmas  trees,  stars, 
balls  and  snowmen.  Refreshments 
were  served  by  Mrs.  Sargent  and 
Mrs.  Clarence  D.  Adams  Sr.  to 
some  seventeen  who  attended  the 
party. 


Rev.  Harry  Guynes 
To  Assume  Duties 
At  Centenary 

Rev.  Harry  Don  Guynes,  Centen¬ 
ary  graduate  and  currently  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles,  will  as¬ 
sume  the  position  of  director  of  re¬ 
ligious  activities  at  his  alma  mater 
this  month. 

He  will  also  serve  as  instructor 
in  Bible  at  Centenary,  according  to 
Dean  Leroy  Vogel.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Guynes  will  replace  the  Rev.  James 
A.  McLean,  former  pastor  of  the 
Barksdale  Methodist  Church,  who 
held  the  dual  position  from  1956 
until  his  resignation  several  months 
ago  to  do  advanced  studies  in  art. 

Graduated  cum  laude  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1955,  the  new  faculty 
member  majored  in  religion  and 
minored  in  philosophy.  During  his 
undergraduate  days,  he  was  active 
in  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  and  the  Ministerial  Club. 

In  1958,  he  received  the  Bachelor 
of  Divinity  degree  from  the  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex. 
He  was  among  those  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Ministers’  Week  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  Chicago  Theological 
Institute  recently. 

A  native  of  Shreveport,  he  has 


Unique  Services 
At  Natchitoches 

Two  Labor  Night  Services  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Sunday  September  6,  7:30 
p.m.  will  be  climaxed  by  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  symbols  of  one’s  pro¬ 
fession  at  the  kneeling  rail.  A 
farmer  may  bring  an  ear  of  corn  or 
a  boll  of  cotton,  a  housewive  a 
cooking  utensil  or  spool  of  thread, 
a  school  youngster  a  book  or  pencil, 
an  electrician  a  pair  of  pliers,  a 
secretary  a  notebook.  The  sermon 
subject  will  be  “The  Christian 
Craftsman”  delivered  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.  Every 
Sunday  evening  the  Youth  Choir 
can  be  heard  directed  by  James 
Ford  and  the  Children’s  Choir  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Wady  Norman.  Af¬ 
ter  an  absence  of  fifteen  months 
Dr.  Paul  Torgrimson  will  be  at  the 
organ  console. 


been  serving  in  the  Lake  Charles 
church  for  the  past  year  under  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg,  pastor,  who  holds  an 
honorary  degree  from  Centenary. 
In  Lake  Charles,  he  was  active  in 
the  Louisiana  chapter  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Society. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Guynes  is  married 
and  the  father  of  two  children, 
Carl  Delaine,  four,  and  Guy  Town¬ 
send,  two.  His  family  will  return 
to  Shreveport  with  him  to-  make 
their  home  here. 


At  the  Choctaw  District  Court  of  Honor  on  August  20  in  Alexandria, 
Eldridge  Roark  was  awarded  the  Eagle  Award;  Scouting's  highest  award. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  Horseshoe  Drive  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 
Eldridge  is,  also  a  charter  member  of  Troop  29,  which  is  community  spon¬ 
sored  and  assisted  by  the  church.  Shown  with  him  are  his  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vernon  Roark,  also,  charter  members  of  Horseshoe  Drive  Church. 
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Youth  Activities 


Hammond 


and  vesper  services.  Mrs.  Wilson 
Kell,  Mrs.  Leo  Payne,  and  several 
couples  accompanied  the  38  youth 
who  attended. 


“A  Christian  Faith  for  Youth” 
was  the  theme  of  Youth  Activities 
Week  held  August  9-15  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Hammond,  La. 
Important  aspects  of  the  Christian 
religion  were  discussed  in  a  series 
of  talks  by  Dr.  Marvin  O.  Sans- 
bury,  Minister  Emeritus  of  the 
First  Christian  Church,  Hammond. 
Special  emphasis  was  placed  on 
doctrines  regarding  God,  Jesus 
Christ,  man,  and  the  church. 

Beginning  with  supper  at  six 
o’clock,  the  nightly  program  in¬ 
cluded  a  discussion  period,  fellow¬ 
ship  singing,  recreation,  and  wor¬ 
ship,  in  addition  to  the  talks  by 
Dr.  Sansbury. 

On  the  final  night,  the  program 
was  centered  around  a  showing  of 
the  color  filmstrip,  “Reason  for 
Being,”  which  was  followed  by  a 
dedication  service.  An  all-day  out¬ 
ing  at  Pontchartrain  Beach  rounded 
out  the  week’s  activities. 

Tommy  Hebert  is  president  of 
the  M.Y.F.  Committee  chairmen  re¬ 
sponsible  for  various  phases  of  the 
Y.A.W.  program  included  Paul 
Gaston,  Jesse  Jones,  Carolyn  He¬ 
bert,  Clara  Morrison,  Pat  Barron, 
and  Morris  Kornegay. 


Marianna 

The  M.Y.F.  of  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Marianna,  Ark.,  held  its 
annual  Youth  Activities  Week 
July  13  through  July  19.  During 
the  week  the  youth  were  active  in 
recreation,  work,  and  worship. 

Tuesday,  July  14,  was  designated 
as  Work  Day.  The  M.Y.F.  mem¬ 
bers  did  all  kinds  of  odd  jobs  in 
return  for  any  donation  the  em¬ 
ployer  would  like  to  make. 

A  tournament  was  held  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  at 
Fellowship  Hall  where  contestants 
vied  for  top  honors  in  shuffleboard, 
badminton,  and  table  tennis. 

Each  night  during  the  week  a 
guest  speaker  talked  to  the  youth 
on  a  variety  of  subjects.  Special 
numbers  were  given  by  some  of 
the  talented  members.  Emmett 
Marlowe,  council  president,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  program.  Following 
the  program  games  were  led  by 
Suzy  Van  Dover  and  refreshments 
were  served.  There  was  an  average 
attendance  of  27  every  night. 

The  speakers  for  the  week  were 
as  follows:  Monday,  Rev.  Harold 
Spence  of  Brinkley,  who  recently 
held  the  office  of  District  Youth 
Director  in  the  Paragould  District; 
Tuesday,  Hans  Schneider  of  Ger¬ 
many;  Wednesday,  Oliver  Payne; 
Thursday,  Mrs.  Marvin  Caldwell; 
Friday,  Lon  Mann;  and  Sunday, 
Bob  Blankenship. 

As  a  climax  to  the  week  the 
youth  had  a  retreat  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Camp  near  Bear  Creek 
Lake.  Bill  Yancey  and  Bruce  Whit¬ 
ten  were  in  charge  of  the  morning 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  New  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Camden,  Ark.,  had  its  program-planning 
retreat  at  the  lake  August  3  and  4.  The  group  met  at 
the  church  and  rode  their  bicycles  to  Mustin  Lake, 
which  is  about  four  miles  from  where  the  group  started 
riding.  After  arrival  at  the  cottage  the  group  went 


swimming,  ate  picnic  lunches  and  set  around  a  table 
and  planned  the  program  for  the  coming  month.  Steve 
Osmitt,  who  is  the  youth  director  at  First  Methodist, 
came  out  and  gave  the  devotional.  The  counselors  for 
the  group  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Ledbetter.  Rev. 
Howard  B.  Childs  is  pastor  of  the  New  Church. 


Booneville 


The  Intermediate  MYF  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Booneville, 
Arkansas,  held  its  Christian  Ad¬ 
venture  Week  August  2-7. 


The  theme  for  the  week  was:  “Is 
God  Living  In  My  Life?”  The 
theme  was  carried  out  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  and  discussions. 


The  worship  was  done  complete¬ 
ly  by  the  MYF  members  including 
a  short  talk  each  night  on  these 
topics:  “Is  God  Living  in  My  Life 
in  the  Home?  in  the  School?  in  the 
Community?  in  the  Church?” 


This  is  the  first  year  the  Inter¬ 
mediates  have  had  their  own  Chris¬ 
tian  Adventure  Week.  The  MYF 
did  the  planning  and  through  com¬ 
mittees  carried  out  their  plans  for 
the  week. 


The  three  discussion  groups  were 
led  by  Melvin  Dunn,  Rev.  Bob  Ses¬ 
sions,  host  pastor,  and  Jamie  Fiser 
under  the  topics,  “The  Present — 
God  in  My  Life”  (or  Where  Are 
We?);  “The  Ultimate— God  in  My 
Life”  (or  Where  Should  We  Be?); 
and  ‘The  Road  from  the  Present  to 
the  Ultimate”  (or  How  Do  We  Get 
from  Where  We  Are  to  Where  We 
Should  Be?) 


Members  of  the  planning  committee  for  Youth  Activities  Week  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Hammond,  La.,  are  (left  to  right)  Clara  Morrison,  Morris 
Kornegay,  Donald  Small,  Sue  Bales,  Tommy  Hebert,  Nancy  Waters,  and 
Carolyn  Hebert.  Theme  for  the  week  was  "A  Christian  Faith  for  Youth." 


Sunday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
nights  were  spent  at  the  church. 
Monday,  the  Intermediates  enjoyed 
an  afternoon  of  swimming  followed 
by  a  picnic  supper,  some  fellowship 
singing,  and  a  vesper  service.  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  was  their  “fun  night” 
■when  they  went  to  Ft.  Smith  for 
swimming  and  miniature  golf.  They 
closed  their  week  Friday  night 
with  a  vesper  service  on  Mt.  Maga¬ 
zine. 

The  week  was  well  attended  and 
a  rich  experience  for  all. 

The  1959-1960  officers  for  the 
Booneville  Intermediate  MYF  are: 
President — Mary  Hope  Evans;  Vice 
President  —  Don  Dunn;  Secretary- 
Treasurer —  Laura  Sue  Evans;  Re¬ 
porter — Bill  Black;  Pianist — Jean¬ 
ette  Roberts;  and  Song  Leader  — 
Pat  Lusk. 


The  annual  Youth  Activities  Week  for  Senior  Highs  and  Older  Youth 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City,  Louisiana,  was  considered 
a  huge  success  this  year.  The  week  of  activities  was  conducted  by  the  youth 
of  three  churches  of  the  city,  Barkesdale  Methodist,  Rev.  Harold  McClung, 
pastor;  Curtis  Park  Methodist,  Rev.  Floyd  Durham,  pastor;  and  First  Meth¬ 
odist,  Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  pastor. 

Over  sixty  young  people  were  present  each  evening  for  the  week  of 
July  27th  through  31st.  Supper,  study,  recreation,  and  worship  was  the 
order  for  each  evening.  "Rhapsody  in  Blue"  was  the  theme  for  Monclay 
night  with  beautiful  decorations  and  everyone  dressed  in  blue.  Following 
the  supper,  all  attended  classes  taught  by  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  and  Jay 
Koonce  of  Centenary  College.  Rev.  Midyett's  class  discussed  "Christianity 
and  World  Religions,"  and  the  class  led  by  Jay  Koonce  discussed  "Friend¬ 
ships." 

Hobo  night  was  the  theme  Tuesday  night  and  an  Oriental  atmosphere 
filled  the  Youth  Hall  Thursday  night.  The  "Old  South"  reigned  Friday  with 
beautiful  belles  and  southern  planters  in  evidence. 
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110  Attend  Little  Rock  District  Seminar 


Women  In  The  Church 

By  Mary  Fowler 

The  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  representing  over  1,800,000 
women  in  some  35,000  Methodist 
churches  across  the  nation,  has  voted 
reaffirmation  of  “its  belief  that  work 
for  children,  regardless  of  nation¬ 
ality,  religion,  race,  or  the  form  of 
government  under  which  they  live, 
is  one  of  the  great  hopes  for  the 
future  of  world  peace.”  Add  the 
women:  “We  are  glad  to  see  our 
government  support  a  great  hu¬ 
manitarian  effort  such  as  the  United 
Nations  International  Children’s 
Emergency  Fund.  We  believe  it  is 
valuable  for  children,  you,  and 
adults  in  communities  across  the 
country  to  find  in  activities  on  be¬ 
half  of  UNICEF,  particularly  the 
‘Trick  and  Treat’  program,  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  work  across  religious, 
racial  and  cultural  barriers  in  sup¬ 
port  of  a  great  principle  and  fine 
program  directed  toward  the  well¬ 
being  of  children  wherever  there  is 
need.” 


A  world-wide  fellowship  of  Prot¬ 
estant  women  has  raised  more  than 
$90,000  of  its  $150,000  goal  to  com¬ 
plete  the  church  building  of  the 
International  Christian  University 
in  Mitaka-shi,  Tokya,  Japan.  Mrs. 
Samuel  McCrea  C  a  v  e  r  t,  of  New 
York,  project  chairman  of  the  wom¬ 
en’s  planning  committee  of  the  Ja¬ 
pan  International  Christian  Uni¬ 
versity  Foundation,  announces  that 
work  on  the  edifice  will  begin  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  this  summer.  The 
seating  capacity  of  the  present 
church  building  will  be  increased 
to  900.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  memorial  gifts  for  a  pipe 
organ  may  be  secured  for  the  re¬ 
modelled  house  of  worship.  It  is 
estimated  that  such  an  instrument 
will  cost  about  $40,000.  Mrs.  Cavert 
notes  that  there  is  now  no  concert 
organ  in  Japan;  thus,  when  one  is 
installed  in  the  University  Church, 
it  would  become  the  nation’s  center 
of  sacred  music. 


Because  “the  youth  of  this  coun- 


Louisiana  Annual 
Report  Dedicated 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  is 
being  distributed  to  the  local  soci¬ 
eties  in  the  conference. 

The  report  is  dedicated  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  Davis  Laskey  (Mrs.  Glenn  E.) 
of  Ruston.  On  the  dedication  page, 
the  editor,  Mrs.  James  Whitaker, 
conference  recording  secretary, 
says:  “To  Virginia  Davis  Laskey, 
who  through  the  Grace  of  Our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  has  by  deep  humility, 
beautiful  consecration,  and  wise 
churchmanship,  served  faithfully  as 
a  leader  in  Local,  District,  Confer¬ 
ence,  Jurisdiction  and  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service,  we 
lovingly  dedicate  this  issue.” 


try  is  being  bombarded  with  the 
most  vile  and  indecent  literature 
that  has  ever  been  published,”  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  is  advising  Methodist 
women  to  combat  it  in  these  ways: 
“Contact  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury  of  your  district.  Tell  him  that 
your  community  and  its  citizens  do 
not  want  indecent  literature  sold 
there.  Ask  him  to  see  that  it  is 
brought  before  the  next  session  of 
the  grand  jury,  and  acted  upon. 
If  you  know  personally  the  solici¬ 
tor,  talk  to  him  about  this.  Find  out 
when  your  grand  jury  meets,  and 
follow  this  up  .  .  .  Contact  the  police 
executive  in  your  community  and 
ask  him  to  vote  for  state-wide  pros¬ 
ecution  of  obscene  literature,  and 
to  enforce  the  law  in  every  way 
and  place  possible  .  .  .  The  law 
makes  the  sheriffs  responsible  in 
the  counties.  Ask  yours  to  vote  for 
general  enforcement.” 


Ten  retiring  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries,  who  have  given  a  total  of 
379  years  in  mission  service  were 
honored  by  435  of  their  missionary 
colleagues  and  by  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  recently  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind.  The  nine  women  and 


The  annual  educational  Seminar 
for  the  Little  Rock  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  was 
held  in  Asbury  Church,  Little  Rock, 
August  21,  1959,  with  110  attending. 
Twenty-eight  churches  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  call  to  order  and  welcome 
was  given  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hunt,  presi¬ 
dent,  Woman’s  Society  Christian 
Service,  Little  Rock  District,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Otto  W. 
Teague,  pastor  Asbury  Church. 

An  inspiring  morning  devotion  in 
keeping  with  the  theme,  “To  Kindle 
...  a  Growing  Light,”  was  given  by 
Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Little  Rock  District. 

After  a  short  discussion  on  litera¬ 
ture  dealing  with  study  classes,  and 
the  importance  of  having  Mission 
Studies  in  the  local  Woman’s  Soci¬ 
eties,  Mirs.  Charles  R.  Miller,  secre¬ 
tary  Missionary  Education  and 
Service,  Little  Rock  District,  intro¬ 
duced  the  speakers  who  presented 
the  four  approved  Mission  Studies 
and  the  Program-Worship  packet 
in  the  following  order:  “The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
County  Commission;  “Africa,”  Mrs. 
Lester  Lowery,  president,  Womlan’s 
Society  Christian  Service,  Winfield 
Church,  Little  Rock;  “Program- 
Worship  packet,”  Mrs.  R.  M.  Mc¬ 
Kinney,  v  i  c  e-president,  Woman’s 
Society  Christian  Service,  Little 
Rock  District;  “The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs,” 


one  man  received  missionary  serv¬ 
ice  pins  at  a  special  ceremony  held 
during  the  closing  session  of  the 
“Methodist  Furloughed  Missionaries 
Conference”  on  the  campus  of  De- 
Pauw  University.  The  missionaries 
come  from  eight  states  and  have 
served  in  seven  countries.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  honored:  Miss  Grace  Bates, 
Columbia,  Iowa,  educational  and 
evangelistic  missionary  to  India  for 
38  years;  Miss  Anna  Buyers,  Sun- 
bury,  Pa.,  nurse  in  India  and  Paki¬ 
stan,  31  years;  Miss  Grace  Honnell, 
Horton,  Kan.,  educational  mission¬ 
ary  to  India,  40  years;  Miss  Edna 


Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton,  former  secre¬ 
tary  Christian  Social  Relations, 
Woman’s  Society  Christian  Service, 
South-Central  Jurisdiction;  “Luke’s 
Portrait  of  Christ,”  Mrs.  Hugh 
Wicker,  past  secretary  Missionary 
Education,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock. 

The  studies  were  planned  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  local  society, 
.whether  large  or  small.  Texts, 
guides,  supplementary  books  and 
playettes  were  suggested,  as  well 
as  suggestions  for  class  sessions. 

Fresh  techniques  in  presentation 
(of  studies  and  role-playing  were 
carried  out  with  each  study.  Unique 
displays  and  worship  center  ar¬ 
rangements  served  as  a  stimulus  for 
further  creative  ideas  that  could  be 
carried  out  by  any  local  group. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the  day 
came  at  the  close  of  the  Seminar 
when  the  study,  “Luke’s  Portrait 
of  Christ”,  was  completed  with  a 
dramatization,  “Ye  Are  Witnesses,” 
based  on  Luke  24:13-51,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  closing  prayer  by  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Davenport,  secretary  Spiritual 
Life,  Woman’s  Society  Christian 
Service,  Little  Rock  District. 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Crenshaw,  Treasurer, 
Woman’s  Society  Christian  Service, 
Little  Rock  Conference,  was  song 
leader.  Mrs.  Bob  Glass,  Woman’s 
Society  president,  Asbury  Church, 
was  hostess  for  the  day. 


Hutchens,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  educa¬ 
tional  missionary  to  India,  39  years; 
Miss  Martha  McCutchen,  Kearney, 
Neb.,  missionary  to  China,  Malaya 
and  Sarawak  (Borneo),  41  years; 
Miss  O  r  v  i  a  Proctor,  Joplin,  Mo., 
evangelistic  and  educational  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  and  Burma,  40 
years;  Miss  Florence  Salzer,  La¬ 
crosse,  Wis.,  educational  mission¬ 
ary  to  India,  38  years;  Miss  Charlot- 
tle  Westrup,  Woodbine,  Kan.,  nurse 
in  India,  32  years;  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Lander  Betts,  Belton, 
S.C.,  educational  and  evangelistic 
missionaries  to  Brazil  for  40  years. 


W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
North  Arkansas  Conference 
First  Quarter — 1959-60 


Children — W.S.C.S.  24.66 

Total— W.S.C.S . $12,333.28 

Total— W.S.G .  3,339.27 


Total  on  Appropriations  ! 

Supplies— Home  $  1,736.43 

Foreign  530.66 

Supplementary  50.00 

Pins  .  4.50 


$15,674.55 


—“•oiivc  uiuug 

RECEIPTS 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S. 

W.S.G. 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S 

W.S.G . 

Remembrance: 

W.S.C.S 
Result  Study: 

W.S.G. 

w.s.c.s . 

Supplies — Home : 

W.S.C.S.  .  1 

W.S.G . 

.  Foreign 

W.S.C.S 
e.  w  S  .G.  ' 

Supplementary : 

W.S.C.S. 

Narcotic  Education : 
W.S.C.S. 

W.S.G. 

Alaska: 

W.S.G. 


Forward — $17,458.55 

Pins: 

Total  to  Division 

. $171996.14 

W.S.C.S. 

2.25 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS 

W.S.G . 

1.50 

Cooperative 

$11,698.84 

Total— W.S.C.S.  . 

.  $14,234.65 

Booneville — Salary  . 

$ 

99.99 

3,124.27 

Total— W.S.G. 

$  3,655.35 

S.S.  Fund 

25.00 

Total  received  from 

Car  Expense  . 

40.00 

.  345.00 

Eight  District  Treasurers . $17,890.00 

Sbfiolarship  . 

350.00 

215.00 

OTHER  RECEIPTS 

Supplies  . 

684.45 

M.Y.F. 

$  974.89 

Administrative 

69.00 

Children  . 

24.66 

Dist.  Cultivation 

$ 

862.82 

Refunds 

1,374.65 

Conf.  Cultivation 

577.12 

20  65 

$  2,374.20 

Miscellaneous  . 

167.98 

.  23.30 

Total  other  receipts 

$  2,374.20 

$  2,807.36 

589.59 

146.84 


446.67 


Total  to  be  accounted  for 

DISBURSEMENTS 
TO  DIVISION— 

Pledge : 


83.99 

W.S.C.S. 

.  $10,921.73 

1V.S.G . 

.  3,124.27 

50.00 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S. 

345.00 

10.00 

W.S.G . 

215.00 

13.10 

Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S. 

69.00 

50.00 

M.Y.F.— W.S.C.S. 

974.89 

37,722.75  Total  spent  otherwise  $  2,807.36 

Total  Disbursements  20,803.50 

Balance  in  Bank  16,919.25 

Total  Accounted  for  37,722.75 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
1st  QUARTER 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult :  N.  Little 
Rock  First,  W.S.G.,  Miss  Carrie  Wilson. 
Baby:  N.  Little  Rock,  Washington  Ave., 
W.S.G.,  Joe  Ray  Earl  Brown. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult: 
Fayetteville,  Wiggins,  Mrs.  Roy  Dunn. 


Fayetteville,  Wiggins.  Mrs.  Jesse  Ander¬ 
son.  Baby:  Huntsville,  Perrie  Kathleen 
Humbard.  Siloam  Springs,  Mary  Anne 
Dorland. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Tur- 
rell,  Mrs.  Tate  G.  Floyd;  Clarendon,  Mrs. 
A,  H.  Gilbrech;  Marianna,  W.S.G.,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Vail  England;  Augusta,  Mrs.  Fran¬ 
ces  Haralson.  Baby:  West  Memphis,  W.S.- 
G.,  Mary  Margaret  Fisk;  Forrest  City, 
Ann  Claire  Christenson;  Forrest  City. 
Forrest  City,  Elaine  Eldridge;  Forrest 
City,  Polly  Ann  Lindsey;  Forrest  City, 
Nora  Lee  Wingfield. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Adult :  Boone- 
ville,  W.S.G.,  Mrs.  O’Lea  Word;  Fort 
Smith,  St.  Pauls,  W.S.G.,  Miss  Irene  Wells; 
Ozark,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hudspeth,  Sr.;  Fort 
Smith,  1st.  Mrs.  Shannon  Townley;  Fort 
Smith,  Midland  Heights,  Mrs.  Peano  Nor- 
ried. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Adult :  Nettle- 
ton,  Mollie  E.  Kiech:  Nettleton,  Jessie  B. 
Jett;  Nettleton,  Helen  K  Hale;  Osceola, 
W.S.G..  Miss  Nora  Pace;  Leachville,  W.S.- 
G.,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Bryant;  Leachville,  W.S.G., 
Mrs.  T.  N.  Rodman;  Leachville.  W.S.G., 
Mrs.  Arnold  Watkins;  Leachville.  W.SG.,- 
Mrs.  Willis  Herndon  Baby:  Blytheville, 
W.S.G.,  Denna  Rae  McDaniel;  Nettleton, 
Stephen  Earl  Carter. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Baby  :  Walnut 
Ridge,  Russell  Holmes  Grigsby;  Walnut 
Ridge,  Roy  Harrison  Grigsby. 
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The  Unexpected 
Ship  Carried 


by  Carl  E.  Hult 

(Mr.  Hult  is  foreign  agency  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  Pusan  Office  of  Korea  Church 
World  Service.  He  is  a  member  of  Gusta- 
vus  Adolphus  Lutheran  Church  in  New 
York  City.) 

A  nod  a  month  is  all  the  island 
of  U1  Long  Do,  midway  between 
Japan  and  Korea  in  the  Sea  of 
Japan,  normally  gets  from  the  out¬ 
side  world.  Once  a  month  a  little 
passenger  and  freight  boat  anchors 
as  close  as  it  can  to  the  ring  of 
steep  cliffs  that  rise  sharply  from 
the  water’s  edge  to  wall  in  the  is¬ 
land.  From  the  moment  the  boat 
pulls  away  until  it  sails  back  in 
thirty  days,  U1  Long  Do  is  as  iso¬ 
lated  as  it  was  a  hundred  years  ago. 
Only  a  radio  telegraph,  beaming 
messages  to  Korea,  gives  the  world 
an  occasional  reminder  of  the  is¬ 
land’s  existence. 

Behind  the  rocky  cliff  wall  of  U1 
Long  Do,  17,000  Koreans  try  to  live 
on  the  meager  crops  they  scratch 
from  the  stony,  volcanic  soil  of 
their  hillside  farms,  and  the  fish 
they  can  catch  in  the  sea.  Even 
when  nature  smiles  on  them  the  is¬ 
landers  struggle  on  the  fringes  of 
starvation. 

In  1958  there  was  no  smile. 

First,  warm  currents  in  the  Sea 
of  Japan  cut  the  catch  of  fish  to 
less  than  half  the  average  in  nor¬ 
mal  yearn.  Then,  in  the  fall,  a  lash¬ 
ing  hailstorm  flattened  acres  of 
precious  crops.  Winter  swept  bitter 
storms  out  of  Siberia,  the  worst 
most  islanders  had  ever  known. 

By  mid-January  food  supplies 
were  nearly  exhausted.  Many  of 
the  peasants  had  nothing  to  eat  but 
grass  and  seaweed.  Cold  and  mal¬ 
nutrition  took  their  toll  in  illness 
— and  U1  Long  Do  has  no  hospital, 
and  only  one  doctor. 

The  people  of  U1  Long  Do  are 
used  to  hard  times — but  by  Febru¬ 
ary,  1959,  they  were  desperate. 
They  had  appealed  to  the  South 
Korean  government  in  Seoul.  But 
there  was  little  the  authorities  on 
the  war-ravaged  mainland  could 
offer.  It  seemed  there  was  nothing 
to  do  but  starve. 

And  then,  one  February  day,  an 
unfamiliar  ship  sailed  toward  one 
of  the  rocky  promontories  the  is¬ 
land  calls  its  “ports.”  It  was  not 
the  usual  freighter,  but  a  light 
transport  belonging  to  the  Navy  of 
the  Republic  of  South  Korea,  and 
it  came  from  the  direction  of 
Pusan. 

Curious,  only  expecting  it  carried 
military  supplies,  the  islanders 
watched  it  drop  anchor,  watched 
small  boats  lowered  and  loaded 
with  boxes,  barrels,  and  kegs.  On 
each  of  them  was  a  stamp  in  un¬ 
familiar  English  characters:  Church 
World  Service. 

Nearly  three  thousand  one  hund¬ 
red  pound  bags  of  flour  and  corn- 
meal  and  seven  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  cases  of  used  clothing  were 
stored  in  the  holds  of  the  ship.  Its 
passageways  were  lined  with  drums 
of  powdered  milk  and  nine  hund¬ 
red  and  twelve  cases  of  cheese 


Volunteers  carrying  KCWS  clothing  from  boats  to  distribution  points. 


were  lashed  to  its  forward  deck. 
They  were  gifts  of  American 
churchgoers  to  the  people  of  U1 
Long  Do. 

Church  World  Service,  acting  for 
thirty-five  major  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations,  had  cooperated  with 
the  National  Catholic  Welfare  Con¬ 
ference,  Lutheran  World  Relief, 
and  CARE  to  load  the  ship,  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  Korean  Navy. 

It  took  four  days  to  get  the  food 
from  the  ship  to  the  rocky  island. 
It  took  days  more  to  divide  it 


among  the  hungry,  incredulous 
people. 

To  many  the  food  meant  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  life  and  death.  To 
almost  all  it  meant  two  adequate 
meals  a  day  instead  of  a  single 
scanty  one. 

With  their  heartfelt  thank-yous 
came  repeated  expressions  of 
amazement  that  people  so  far  away 
could  have  thought  of  helping 
them.  And  voices  rose  in  an  added 
chorus  of  relief  and  gratitude  when 
it  was  learned  there  would  be  an¬ 


other  distribution  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  Several  months  would  pass 
before  spring  crops  could  mature, 
and  with  two  shipments  of  food 
the  people  of  U1  Long  Do  could 
survive  until  the  early  barley  har¬ 
vest  in  June. 

Through  Church  World  Service 
our  churches  had  forged  another 
bond  of  brotherhood  between  com¬ 
passionate  Americans  and  the 
needy  overseas.  And  another  stone 
had  been  laid  in  the  bridgeway  of 
good  will  between  men,  to  extend 
to  an  eventual  world  peace. 


Ragged  and  needy,  but  appealing  and  handsome 
child  waiting  with  his  family  for  their  allocation. 


One  of  the  needy  taking  his  family's  allocation 
away  in  one  of  the  clothing  shippers. 
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The  Varnado,  La.,  Methodist  Church  has  just  completed  a  successful 
Vacation  Church  School.  The  children,  from  infants  to  senior  high  age, 
participated  in  an  active  program  of  Bible  study,  crafts,  recreation,  singing 
and  worship.  The  average  attendance  at  the  school  was  85. 


SEPTEMBER  3,  1959 
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Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lafayette  Training  School,  sponsored  by  the 
three  Methodist  Churches  in  Lafayette,  La.,  meets  to  make  last  minute 
plans.  The  school,  which  will  be  a  First  Series,  will  be  held  September  28, 
29,  and  30.  Six  courses  will  be  offered,  covering  Children,  Youth  and  Adult 
Divisions.  Pictured  left  to  right:  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  Rev.  Fred  Flurry, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Gilmore,  chairman;  Mrs.  Paul  Foreman;  Rev.  Woodow  Hearn; 
Ben  Falconer,  Sr.;  W.  H.  McDonald. 


Leaders  in  the  Kindergarten  department  were  Eleanor  Thomas,  Laverne 
Fornea,  Iris  Fornea  and  Jackie  Gaines.  The  primary  department  was  led 
by  Eleanor  Clayton,  Evelyn  Williams  and  Nylene  Bender.  In  the  Junior 
Department  leaders  included  Yvonne  Walker,  Thelma  Lewis  and  Kathy 
Fornea.  The  Intermediate  Department  was  under  the  leadership  of  Sybil 
Fornea  and  James  Louis  Fornea.  Leaders  for  the  Senior  Department  were 
Nell  Willis  and  Aver  Dawsey.  The  organist  for  the  school  was  Ethel  Cooper 
and  the  song  leader,  Yvonne  Walker. 

The  climax  of  the  school  was  the  closing  program  at  which  each  of 
the  classes  showed  some  of  their  accomplishments  for  the  week.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  completed  with  the  giving  of  a  small  gift  to  each  of  the  teachers 
and  a  talk  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  Jr. 


Christian  Education 


Arkansas- Louisiana  Area 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Camp  Istrouma  held 
on  the  camp  grounds  the  new  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
Colonel  William  C.  Hornsey,  center,  Baton  Rouge,  chairman;  Mrs.  Alva  J. 
Groth,  at  right,  New  Orleans,  vice-chairman;  and  Mrs.  Edgar  E.  Cayard,  at 
left,  New  Orleans,  secretary,  and  L.  H.  Thomas,  treasurer,  not  pictured. 
There  have  been  nine  district  camp  periods  of  one  week  each  representing 
New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge  Districts.  The  attendance  report  for  these 
camps  show  5 50  campers  and  127  staff  members.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  district  camps,  Istrouma  has  been  used  by  more  than  25  local  church 
groups,,  ranging  in  size  from  15  to  200.  Another  fifteen  groups  are  scheduled 
with  virtually  every  week-end  in  use  through  September.  Approximately 
1500  persons  have  been  at  Camp  Istrouma  with  these  local  church  groups. 
These  groups  have  included  Men's  Club  retreats,  Wesley  Foundation  Plan¬ 
ning  groups,  WSCS  &  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  groups.  Choir  outings.  All 
church  picnics.  Youth  retreats,  Sunday  School  Class  outings,  work  parties, 
subdistrict  and  district  MYF  meetings. 

Extensive  plans  for  improving  the  facilities  of  Camp  Istrouma  are 
underway,  one  recommendation  being  to  winterize  one  building  making 
possible  year  round  camping.  A  committee  headed  by  Colonel  Hornsey  is 
working  on  a  long  range  master  plan  that  will  make  available  all  areas  of 
this  beautiful  camp  site.  Other  committee  chairmen  were  appointed  as 
follows:  Personnel — Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  Maintenance;  L.  H.  Thomas, 
Finance;  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  and  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey.  Camp  Istrouma  is  a 
joint  project  of  the  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts. 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 


Balon  Rouge 

The  annua]  Vacation  Church 
School  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  was  held  this  year  on  August  3 
through  August  12.  Mrs.  R.  H.  Parks, 
director  of  the  school,  was  assisted 
by  27  adult  teachers  and  numerous 
young  people.  The  nine  day  session 
had  an  enrollment  of  107,  with  39 
children  obtaining  perfect  attend¬ 
ance. 

The  Kindergarten  Department, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Bailey,  used  as  their  study 
theme  “God  and  His  World.”  Na¬ 
ture  studies  of  birds  and  several 
other  types  of  small  creatures,  using 
some  live  specimens,  were  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest.  Picture  displays  were 
fclso  made  by  the  group. 

Mrs.  Jerry  Heard  directed  the 
work  of  the  Primary  Department. 
The  chosen  theme  was  “The  Earth 
Is  Full  of  His  Riches.”  The  children 
of  this  group  enjoyed  mural  paint¬ 
ing  and  making  model  villages  de¬ 
picting  life  during  the  time  of  Jesus. 

“Praise  Ye  The  Lord”  was  the 
chosen  theme  of  the  Junior  Depart¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  T.  A.  Booker,  Jr.  super¬ 
vised  the  world  which  included 
many  interesting  items  made  in 
woodworking  classes. 

Worship  services  and  singing  ses¬ 
sions  were  conducted  by  each  group 
as  a  part  of  their  chosen  themes  and 
certificates  of  perfect  attendance 


were  presented  to  the  children  on 
the  final  day  of  the  school  by  the 
Department  Directors. 

Mrs.  H.  V.  McGill  was  in  charge 
of  refreshments  and  a  nursery  was 
maintained  by  several  young  people. 


El  Dorado 

The  Centennial  Methodist  Church 
of  El  Dorado,  Arkansas  held  its 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  July 
20th  through  July  25th  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hunter,  Jr. 
There  was  a  total  of  28  enrolled 
with  24  receiving  certificates. 

The  Kindergarten  Class,  using  as 
its  text  “God  and  His  World,”  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Mack  Cook  assisted 
by  Joyce  Barnett.  The  Primary  text 
was  “The  Earth  Is  Full  of  His  Rich¬ 
es,”  taught  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hunter, 
Jr.  and  assisted  by  Jackie  Stanley. 
The  Junior  text  was  “Finding  God 
Through  Work  and  Worship”  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Perry  Bolding. 

Refreshments  were  furnished  by 
members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  The  School 
ended  on  Friday  with  a  picnic  for 
the  entire  group. 

A  program  was  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  night  with  each  de¬ 
partment  taking  part  and  certifi¬ 
cates  were  presented  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  After  the  benediction  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  John  T.  Bolding,  the 
congregation  visited  each  room. 


Reviews  and  Ratings 
Of  Current  Films 

By  The  Protestant 
Motion  Picture  Council 


Audience  Suitability  Ratings 

A — Adults:  over  18  years 
MY — Mature  Young  People 
Y — Young  People:  over  12  years 
F — Family:  all  ages 


(*)  THE  BIG  FISHERMAN  (Cen¬ 
turion  Films,  Inc.  Buena  Vista  Re¬ 
lease).  Lloyd  C.  Douglas’  imagina¬ 
tive  novel  of  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  era  provides  the  basis  for 
an  imposing  and  inspiring  produc¬ 
tion.  It  is  done  with  respect,  re¬ 
garding  Christ’s  earthly  ministry 
and  with  accuracy  in  the  episodes 
related.  The  characters  of  Peter,  the 
Big  Fisherman,  James  and  John 
who  were  chosen  as  the  first  dis¬ 
ciples  are  believable  as  well  as  that 
of  John  the  Baptist.  Parallel  to  what 
may  be  considered  the  Bible  nar¬ 
rative  is  a  romance  which  takes 
substance  in  historical,  political  and 
background  interest  as  it  concerns 
the  daughter  of  an  Arabian  princess, 
abandoned  wife  of  Herod  Antipas 
who  had  deserted  her  for  Herodias, 
his  brother’s  wife.  Thus,  in  the  plot 
development,  these  factors  fall 
creditably  into  place.  An  undercur¬ 
rent  of  suspense,  intrigue,  love  and 
hate,  offenses  to  be  avenged  and 
forgiveness  to  be  granted  is  im¬ 
portant.  Attention  to  details  as  to 
settings,  costumes,  period  and  cus¬ 
toms  is  notable.  Technicolor  is  un¬ 
usually  fine  and  Panavision  en¬ 
hances  the  scope  and  perspective  of 
the  presentation.  Acting  is  very  sat¬ 
isfying,  especially  when  Bible  and 
historical  characters  are  concerned. 
(F) 

PORGY  AND  BESS  (Samuel 
Goldwyn  Production).  Truly  an 
American  folk  opera  which  has  be¬ 
come  familiar  because  of  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  its  score  by  George  Gersh¬ 
win,  this  has  the  timeless  drama  of 
faith  and  superstition,  life  and 
death,  freedom  and  subjugation, 
good  and  evil,  love  and  lust,  fidelity 
and  betrayal.  It  is  the  story  of  a 
group  of  Negro  people  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  Va.,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  especially  of  Porgy,  a  crip¬ 
ple  who  wanted  the  love  of  one 
woman  and  Bess  who  wanted  any 
man  who  could  give  her  attention, 
money  and  excitement.  She  desired 
goodness  but  did  not  have  the 
strength  of  character  to  stay  good. 
In  some  way,  this  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  morality  play,  with 
“sportin’  Life”  ever  in  the  back¬ 
ground  as  the  impersonation  of 
tempting  evil.  The  story  has  many 
amoral  aspects,  none  of  which  can 
be  condoned,  but  it  has  become  a 
classic  and  must  be  viewed  from 
this  angle.  Above  all,  it  is  the 
music,  all  of  which  is  sung  and 
played  to  perfection,  which  counts, 


Church  Furniture 

Sunday  School  chairs  and  tables, 
any  size  and  height,  chairs  $2.50 
each,  tables  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.,  fin¬ 
ished  and  delivered  in  La.  Church 
pews  of  pine,  red  or  white  oak 
from  $5.00  to  $7.00  per  ft.  Pul¬ 
pits,  altars,  communion  tables, 
flower  stands,  prices  on  request. 
Phone  Mayfair  3-4785  or  Write: 

TAYLOR  BROS. 

FURNITURE  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  86  Palmella,  La. 


Changing  Africa 

By  Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Enright 
Elisabethville,  Belgian  Congo,  Africa 

Near  the  village  of  Samasong  is  a  mountain  that  for  long  years  has 
been  considered  sacred.  Here  the  spirits  of  all  chiefs  rest. 

The  spirit  of  the  mountain  is  called  Iruund  ni  Nsengu  and  has  ruled 
the  people  for  centuries.  The  witchdoctor,  through  whom  the  spirit  speaks, 
has  inflected  much  suffering  on  the  people.  When  he  sent  word  that  the 
spirit  didn’t  want  anyone  to  leave  his  village  for  a  month,  no  one  dared 
leave,  and  gardens  went  unattended  and  hunger  prevailed.  One  time  the 
period  was  so  long  that  several  people  died  of  starvation.  One  time  every¬ 
one  had  to  wear  a  white  feather  in  his  hair  for  three  months.  Another 
time  they  all  had  to  smear  their  faces  with  white  clay.  The  sacrifices 
offered  on  the  stone  mountain  were  many  and  the  place  was  feared  as  a 
place  of  death. 

At  the  base  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  lovely  rapids  in  the  river  that 


whether  in  joy,  pleasure,  excite¬ 
ment,  prayer  or  lament.  To  the 
dramatic  and  musical  qualities  of 
this  film,  one  should  add  the  artistic 
compositions  of  color  and  settings 
and  the  excellent  acting  from  the 
principals  and  everyone  of  the  sup¬ 
porting  cast.  (A,  MY) 

THE  HORSE  SOLDIERS  (A  Ma- 
hin-Rackin  Prod.  United  Artists  Re¬ 
lease).  Civil  War  drama,  tense,  ac¬ 
tion  packed,  showing  not  only  the 
emotions  war  engenders,  but  also 
those  caused  by  personal  antagon¬ 
isms.  It  is  based  on  Harold  Sin¬ 
clair’s  novel  which  is  an  embellish¬ 
ed  account  of  an  isolated  but  sig¬ 
nificant  incident  in  the  Civil  War, 
“Grierson’s  Raid,”  in  1863.  It  re¬ 
lates  the  exploits  of  the  600  mile 
cavalry  ride  of  a  detachment  of  the 
Union  army,  through  Confederate 
territory,  destroying  railroads, 
bridges,  supply  depots,  making  pos¬ 
sible  Grant’s  victory  at  Vicksburg 
and  Sherman’s  march  to  Atlanta 
and  the  sea.  Well  acted  throughout, 
this  is  a  quality  production,  even 
though  war  per  se  is  always  a 
painful  consideration.  Horror  is  sug¬ 
gested  rather  than  detailed,  there 
are  many  rough  moments,  in  talk 
and  action.  The  settings  are  most 
effective  and  there  are  some  inspir¬ 
ing  scenes.  The  musical  back¬ 
grounds  and  an  opening  song  are 
fitting  and  well  used.  (A,  MY,  Y) 

THE  FIVE  PENNIES  (Dena  Prod. 
Paramount  Release).  Biography 
with  music — the  jazz  age  from  1924 
onwards,  with  special  emphasis  on 
Blues  and  New  Orleans  style — and 
the  men  who  became  famous  during 
that  period,  especially  “Red”  Nich¬ 
ols,  who  rose  to  the  height  of  his 
profession  as  a  band  leader  cornet 
player.  When  he  felt  himself  re¬ 
sponsible  for  his  daughter’s  illness 
(polio)  he  threw  away  his  career 
to  deovte  himself  to  her  and  to  his 
wife — the  two  loves  of  his  life.  This 
melodrama  is  inspired  by  Nichols 
who  is  now  returning  to  the  musical 
field.  The  casting  is  outstanding. 
Danny  Kaye  again  proving  his  ver¬ 
satility  in  many  ways,  the  actual 
cornet  playing  being  done  by  “Red” 
himself.  Barbara  Bel  Geddes  is 
eminently  fitted  for  the  role  of  the 
wife  and  the  two  young  actresses 
representing  the  daughter  at  vari¬ 
ous  ages  enter  well  into  their  parts. 
The  child  goes  on  the  road  early  in 
life  with  her  parents,  learning  to 
play  poker  as  a  diversion,  but  this 
is  really  not  her  parents’  purpose — 
one  of  the  greatest  values  being  the 
love  this  family  shares.  The  whole 
picture  has  distinction,  in  its  own 
category.  (F) 

THE  BIG  CIRCUS  (Saratoga-Vic 
Mature  Prod.  Allied  Artists  Re¬ 
lease).  A  lot  of  circus,  a  romance 
and  a  mysterious  murdered  make 


runs  for  several  miles.  It  was  there 
that  we  held  our  camp  meeting  this 
year.  Five  hundred  people  came  to 
the  meetings  and  the  old  fear  was 
replaced  with  faith,  and  joy.  Other 
Africans  said,  “Since  you  folks 
didn’t  die,  we’ll  come  next  year,” 

Changing  Africans 

An  old  chief  stood  before  our 
group  bowed  by  the  weight  of  con¬ 
viction.  Here  is  a  part  bf  the  testi¬ 
mony  he  gave,  “Someone  stole  my 
goat  and  my  gun.  Then  my  heart 
was  filled  with  hatred.  I  tried  every 
way  to  get  them  back  but  not  one 
knew  who  did  it.  I  decided  to  make 
a  trip  to  the  city  and  while  I  was 
there  I  discovered  many  wonderful 
things.  They  know  much  about 
everything  in  the  big  city. 

“I  found  a  man  who  knew  how 
to  make  powerful  medicine  which 
he  said  would  kill  anyone  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  theft.  I 
bought  the  medicine  and  brought 
death  into  my  heart  and  village. 
Every  time  someone  would  die  I 
would  say  in  my  heart,  is  this  the 
thief?  Did  I  kill  this  person?  Is  the 
medicine  making  a  mistake  and 
killing  innocent  people?  I  lost  my 
friends  and  my  happiness. 

“Today  I  tell  you  all  that  I’m  sor¬ 
ry  I  bought  this  medicine.  I’m  sorry 
I  sought  revenge.  I’m  sorry  if  I 
killed  anyone.  You  say  God  will 
help  me  start  again  and  I  believe 
you.  For  the  first  time  in  years  I 
have  hope,  I  want  to  pray.  Will  you 
pray  with  me?” 

Changing  Missions 

The  modern  missionary  no  longer 
meets  many  of  the  old  problems. 
Our  health,  homes  and  transporta¬ 
tion  are  much  better  nowadays. 
However  our  new  problems  are  le¬ 
gion  and  modern  tensions  are  seri¬ 
ous.  Communism,  Islam,  Racism 
and  materialism  are  but  a  few  that 
the  modern  missionary  must  under¬ 
stand  and  combat.  Today  we  are 
called  upon  to  educate  our  people 
so  that  they  can  face  this  complex 
life  of  strife  with  a  firm  faith.  We 
are  engaged  in  the  great  problem  of 
bringing  this  Land  of  Decision  to  a 
decision  for  Christ.  We  are  build¬ 
ing  buildings,  teaching  schools,  di¬ 
recting  evangelism  and  as  a  part  of 
your  church  are  serving  you  in 
many  new  ways,  but  with  an  un¬ 
changing  purpose.  For  the  Un¬ 
changing  Christ  calls  all  of  us  to 
commit  our  all  and  join  His  great 
church  in  winning  Africa  for  Christ. 


this  fast  moving,  vivid,  exciting 
melodrama  a  three-ring  affair. 
Trouble  besets  a  circus  on  the  road, 
even  though  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ers  pool  their  life  savings  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  disbanding.  There  is  sabo¬ 
tage,  arson,  danger  at  every  step, 
sorrow  and  disaster  along  the  way. 
(F) 


Swedish  Methodists 
Ordain  Five 
Ministers 

Swedish  Methodists,  holding  their 
annual  conference  in  Alingsas,  re¬ 
ported  193  new  members  received 
during  the  last  year  and  witnessed 
the  ordination  of  five  ministers,  in¬ 
cluding  a  woman,  and  the  commis¬ 
sioning  of  a  man  and  wife  for  the 
mission  field. 

Most  of  those  received  into  church 
membership  in  the  1958-59  year 
were  youths,  reports  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Arne-Jacob  Kristoffersen,  Meth¬ 
odist  news  correspondent  for  Scand¬ 
inavia.  This  is  an  encouraging  sign, 
as  it  shows  the  church  is  reaching 
more  and  more  young  people,  Dr. 
Kristoffersen  says. 

Among  the  five  newly-ordained 
ministers  is  Miss  Ulla  Lindgren, 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
Bergeforsen.  Three  May  graduates 
of  the  Methodist  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  at  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  were 
admitted  to  the  Sweden  Conference 
on  trial. 

To  the  already  'sizeable  group  of 
Swedish  missionaries  already  serv¬ 
ing  on  Methodist  overseas  mission 
fields  were  added  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ernst  Bjerkerot,  who  were  commis¬ 
sioned  for  service  in  Southern 
Rhodesia.  Mrs.  Bjerkerot  is  a  nurse. 

The  climax  of  the  conference  was 
an  open-air  evangelistic  service  at¬ 
tended  by  more  than  2,000  persons. 
Among  the  appointments  made  by 
Bishop  Odd  Hagen  of  the  Stock¬ 
holm  episcopal  area  were  new  su¬ 
perintendents  for  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  districts  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Kristoffersen  as  an  in¬ 
structor  in  religion  and  philosophy 
at  the  Swedish  College  in  Almshult. 

In  another  Scandinavian  country, 
Norway,  Methodists  have  begun  an 
expansion  movement  and  have 
pledged  more  than  $20,000  thus  far. 
On  a  recent  visit  to  Norway,  Bishop 
Hagen  laid  the  cornerstone  for  the 
$750,000  new  building  for  Central 
Methodist  Church  in  Oslo  and  dedi¬ 
cated  the  $500,000  new  Betania  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Bergen. 

During  the  summer,  20  children 
from  Germany  have  been  furnished 
a  summer  vacation  home  with  Nor¬ 
wegian  Methodist  families. 


FREE  COUNSELING 
SERVICE 


Wc  make  available,  at  no 
obligation,  one  of  our  capable 
and  strategically  located  field 
representatives.  He  will  be 
happy  to  meet  with  your  group 
and  discuss  your  furniture 
problems.  We  invite  you  to 
inquire  about  this  special 
service. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  BY 


m 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Extensive  labor  reforms  are 
sought  in  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Misuse  of  union  funds  and  lack  of 
democratic  procedures  in  some 
unions  are  among  seven  “abuses” 
which  the  resolution,  approved  at 
its  recent  meeting  in  Chicago,  Ill., 
cites  as  needing  correction  within 
labor-management  relations.  Re¬ 
form  must  take  place  on  four  levels, 
the  statement  says:  through  basic 
personal  integrity,  internal  reform 
measures  instituted  by  unions,  en¬ 
forcement  of  existing  laws,  con¬ 
structive  legislation. 


“The  people  of  Africa  are  tired  of 
promises  of  better  days  ahead;  un¬ 
less  they  are  given  full  partnership, 
the  ideal  of  a  multi-racial  society  in 
Africa  will  be  lost  forever,”  says 
Iowa-born  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge, 
of  Mozambique  and  Rhodesia,  Af¬ 
rica.  “Pressures  are  rapidly  build¬ 
ing  up  to  the  point  where  future 
gestures  of  recognition  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  will  be  spurned  by  the  Afri¬ 
can  people.  Now  is  the  time  for 
bold,  clear,  concise  action.  Today  is 
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the  time  for  nations  with  a  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition  to  be  Christian.  To¬ 
morrow  will  be  too  late  to  preserve 
in  Africa  the  Christian  ideal  of  a 
multi-racial  society  with  equality 
of  treatment  and  opportunity  for 
all.  It  is  full  partnership  now  .  .  . 
or  never!” 


President  Eisenhower  has  signed 
a  Congressional  act  authorizing  the 
government  to  buy  the  land  and 
buildings  adjacent  to  Old  St. 
George’s  Methodist  Church  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  for  inclusion  in  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  National  Historical  Park. 
The  church  itself  remains  in  Meth¬ 
odist  possession,  but  it  will  be  listed 
as  a  park  landmark  and  it  is  agreed 
that  the  historic  structure  of  the 
building  will  be  retained.  The  legis¬ 
lation  was  sought  by  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Methodist  Historical  So¬ 
cieties  to  protect  St.  George’s,  which 
is  on  the  fringe  of  the  National 
Park.  The  park  includes  Independ¬ 
ence  Hall  and  other  old  buildings 
which  were  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States.  The 
historic  church,  oldest  Methodist 
building  in  continuous  use  in  this 
country,  was  dedicated  in  1769. 


Bishop  Otto  Dibelius,  president  of 
the  Evangelical  Church  of  Germany, 
said  in  Berlin  recently  that  the 
callous  lack  of  concern  by  most 
people  for  the  plight  of  the  world’s 
estimated  45,000,000  refugees  may 
point  to  “a  new  era  of  barbarity 
and  an  age  of  inhumanity  in  the 
making.”  “Only  the  incurable  opti¬ 
mist  would  maintain  in  the  face  of 
such  tragedy  that  the  development 
of  human  society  is  leading  us  ever 
closer  to  perfection,”  Bishop  Dib¬ 
elius  stated  on  the  eve  of  “World 
Refugee  Year.”  “While  it  is  true 
that  in  the  past  few  years  five  mil¬ 
lion  refugees  have  been  successfully 
resettled,”  he  said,  “there  are  still 
innumerable  people  who  have  been 
in  refugee  camps  for  as  long  as  five 
and  ten  years  and  there  is  still  a 
continuous  stream  (into  West  Ger¬ 
many)  from  the  East.”  Bishop  Dib¬ 
elius  said  that  the  problem  is  too 
large  for  the  church  to  cope  with 
by  itself  and  it  therefore  welcomes 
the  UN-sponsored  “World  Refugee 
Year”  as  a  means  of  “rousing  the 
conscience  of  all  nations  to  this 
great  problem.”  However,  he  said, 
churches  must  not  be  content  mere¬ 
ly  in  appealing  to  governments  and 
organizations  to  help  the  refugees, 
but  also  must  appeal  to  their  own 
congregations  “to  extend  a  friendly 
hand  of  human  sympathy  to  ref¬ 
ugees  and  help  them  feel  at  home 
in  their  new  environment.” 


Methodists  throughout  Australia 
are  congratulating  J.  W.  Hull,  of 
Molong,  New  South  Wales,  upon 
celebrating  recently  his  107th  birth¬ 
day.  He  is  said  to  be  the  oldest 
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Methodist  in  Australia,  and  prob¬ 
ably  the  oldest  churchman  of  any 
denomination  there.  Mr.  Hull  has 
been  a  Methodist  and  a  total  ab¬ 
stainer  all  his  life.  For  thirty  years 
he  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  at  Molong,  and  a 
circuit  steward  for  the  same  period. 
Mr.  Hull  was  a  builder  by  trade. 
He  and  his  father  built  both  the  old 
parsonage  and  the  school  hall  in  his 
home  town.  His  son  is  now  a 
trustee,  and  his  daughter  and  grand¬ 
son  organists  of  the  Molong  church. 

Eighty  per  cent  of  all  babies  in 
Russia  are  being  baptized  in  the 
Orthodox  Church,  the  Rev.  JDr.  Os¬ 
car  B.  Rundblom,  Dean  of  the 
Cathedral  at  Vasteras,  Sweden,  re¬ 
ported  recently  on  his  return  from 
a  visit  to  Moscow.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  said,  the  number  of  mar¬ 
riages  celebrated  in  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  “has  fallen  con¬ 
siderably.”  He  added  that  there  is 
“no  difficulty”  in  obtaining  candi¬ 


dates  for  the  priesthood  and  that 
at  present  there  are  eight  theologi¬ 
cal  training-colleges  with  a  com¬ 
bined  total  of  1,500  students. 


Joseph  Brookshire 

Methodist  Evangelist 
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Your  Building  Committee 


Should  Demand  Registered 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE 

Building  a  new  church  or  remodeling  your  present 
church  calls  for  the  best  in  lumber — if  your  invest¬ 
ment  is  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  The  modern  use 
of  wood  in  exciting  church  design  is  pointing  up 
the  amazing  economy  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft 
Pine  construction.  Quality  lumber  is  a  “must”  for 
long-range  investment  in  your  church  structure.  The 
fact  that  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  meets  rigid 
quality  standards  in  manufacturing  assures  you  a 
lasting  edifice.  When  your  Finance  Committee 
specifies  the  use  of  Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine, 
you  are  assured  of  properly  kiln-dried  lumber  that 
is  straight,  dry  and  strong.  It  will  “stay  put”  when 
nailed  into  place.  It  will  not  crack,  warp  or  buckle. 

So,  if  you  want  every  dollar  invested  in  your  church 
to  give  you  the  greatest  benefit — specify  Registered 
Arkansas  Soft  Pine! 


ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  .  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Louisiana  Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
For  1959 - 1960 


SEPTEMBER: 


Sept.  11  . District  Directors  of  Camping  • 

Sept.  19,  20  . Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Coaching  Conference, 

Alexandria 

Sept.  21  Baton  Rouge  District  Public  Relations  Seminar 

Sept.  22  . Alexandria  District  Public  Relations  Seminar 

Sept.  27  . Church  School — Rally  Day 


Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education  Week 
Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-year  Executive  Committee  Meet¬ 
ing,  Natchitoches 

OCTOBER: 


Oct.  4  . World-wide  Communion 

Church  School  Year  Begins 

Oct  11  . Methodist  Children’s  Home — Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  . Alcohol  Education  Seminars  (4) 

Oct.  12, 13  . Wesley  Society,  Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese 

College,  Lake  Charles 

Oct.  18  . Layman’s  Day 

Oct.  19,  20  . Conference  and  District  Staffs  of  Christian  Ed¬ 

ucation,  Camp  Brewer 

Oct.  20,  21  . Stewardship  Workshop — Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Oct.  20-22  . Spiritual  Life  Conference  (Evangelism),  Camp 

Brewer 

Oct.  23  . New  Orleans  District  Conference 

Oct.  25  . World  Order  Sunday  (Commission  on  World 

Peace) 

Oct.  26-28  . Christian  Responsibility  on  a  Changing  Planet 

(Local  Church  CSR) 

Oct.  27,  28  . Area  Every  Member  Canvass  Workshop, 


Alexandria 

NOVEMBER: 


Retired  Ministers’  Home  Month 

Nov.  1  . Offering  for  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

Nov.  2-5  . Jurisdiction  W.  S.  C.  S.  Executive  Committee 

Meeting  (Broadmoor,  Shreveport) 

Nov.  3-8  . Methodist  Conference  on  Christian  Education, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Nov.  16  . Monroe  District  Conference 

Nov.  17  . Alexandria  District  Conference  (Trinity 

Church) 

Nov.  17  . Ruston  District  Conference  (Jonesboro) 

Nov.  18  . Shreveport  District  Conference  (Broadmoor 

Church) 

Nov.  19  . Baton  Rouge  District  Conference 

Nov.  19  . Lafayette  District  Conference 

Nov.  20  . Lake  Charles  District  Conference 

Nov.  22  . Harvest  Festival  (Town  and  Country 

Commission) 

DECEMBER: 

Dec.  6  . Commitment  Day  (Board  of  Temperance) 

Dec.  20  . Methodist  Home-Hospital  Sunday 

Dec.  27  . Student  Recognition  Day 


Jan.  6  Ruston  District — Arcadia 

Jan.  7  . Shreveport  District — Broadmoor 

Jan.  11  Alexandria  District — First  Church,  Alexandria 

Jan.  12  . Lake  Charles  District — First  Church,  Lake 

Charles 

Jan.  13  . Lafayette  District — First  Church,  Lafayette 

Jan.  14  . Lafayette  District — Houma 

Jan.  18  . New  Orleans  District — First  Church  New 

Orleans 

Jan.  19  . New  Orleans  District — Covington 

Jan.  20  . Baton  Rouge  District — Hammond 

Jan.  10-17  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  Campaign 

FEBRUARY: 

Alcohol  Essay — Speech  Contests 

Feb.  8-12  . Ministers’  Week— S.M.U.,  Dallas,  Texas 

Feb.  22-25  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Annual  Meeting,  San 

Antonio,  Texas 

Feb.  28-Mar.  6  Week  of  Dedication 


MARCH: 


Preparation  of  Church  Membership  Classes 
Vacation  Church  School  Institutes  (8  Districts) 

March  4  . World  Day  of  Prayer 

March  14-17  W.S.C.S.  Annual  Meeting — Noel  Church, 
Shreveport 

March  18, 19  . Annual  Meeting,  Wesleyan  Service  G  u  i  1  d — 


Shreveport 

APRIL: 


Youth  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
April  17  . Easter 

April  19,  20  . Convocation  of  Boards — First  Church, 

Alexandria 

April  20-22  . Camp  Leaders’  Training  Conference  —  Camp 

Brewer 


April  27-May  11  General  Conference — Denver,  Colorado 

MAY: 


May  1  . Children’s  Day 

May  1-8  . National  Family  Week 

May  8  . Mother’s  Day 

May  22  . Rural  Life  Sunday 

May  23-27  . Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

JUNE: 

June  6-10  . Annual  Conference  of  the  M.Y.F. — Centenary 

College 

June  13-17  . Jurisdiction  School  of  Missions — Mt.  Sequoyah 

June  28-30  . Jurisdictional  Conference — San  Antonio,  Tex. 


JULY: 


JANUARY,  1960: 

January — Special  Missionary  Units  in  Church 
School 

January  to  Easter — Church  Attendance  Cam¬ 
paign  (Local  Church  Commission  on  Evangel¬ 
ism) 

Jan.  4-20  . District  Workshops — Every  Member  Canvass 

Jan.  4  . Monroe  District — Winnsboro 

Jan.  5  . Monroe  District — First  Church,  Monroe 


July — Methodist  Youth  Caravan — in  Louisiana 

July  16, 17  . Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Weekend  —  Camp 

Brewer 

AUGUST: 

Aug.  15-19  W.S.C.S.  School  of  Missions-Centenary  College 

Aug.  20-21  . Conference  Laymen’s  Retreat— Centenary 

College 

Aug.  22-26  . Pastors’  School — Centenary  College 
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1958  Membership 
Figures  Released  By 
National  Council 

Gains  In  Numbers  and  Percentages 
Noted  In  Annual  Mem.  Survey 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (NC)— Member¬ 
ship  in  American  churches  and 
synagogues  reached  an  all-time 
high  in  1958. 

Reports  made  by  church  groups 
themselves  indicate  membership  for 
all  faiths  in  1958  was  109,557,741. 
This  is  63  per  cent  of  the  nation’s 
estimated  population  of  173,374,000, 
the  highest  ratio  of  church  member¬ 
ship  to  population  in  American  his¬ 
tory. 

The  churches’  own  figures  show 
a  membership  gain  in  1958  of 
5,368,063  over  1957,  a  rise  of  5  per¬ 
cent.  This  compares  to  a  1.7  percent 
increase  in  the  nation’s  population 
for  the  same  period. 

The  latest  annual  compilation  of 
church  statistics  was  made  by  the 
Bureau  of  Research  and  Survey  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
It  is  based  on  figures  released  to 
the  Bureau  by  officials  of  251 
church  bodies  in  49  states  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Details  will 
appear  in  the  Yearbook  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Churches  for  1960,  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  on  September  8.  There  are 
260  religious  bodies  listed  in  the 
Yearbook. 

Church  statistics  for  Alaska  were 
requested  for  the  first  time  for  the 
latest  survey.  Those  for  Hawaii 
will  be  included  next  year. 

Other  reports  made  by  the 
churches  include: 

Sunday  and  Sabbath  (Saturday) 
School  enrollment:  41,197,313  in 
1958,  an  increase  of  837,541  or  2.1 
percent  over  1957. 

Per  member  contributions  an¬ 
nually:  For  all  causes — $63.27,  an 
increase  of  4.1  percent  over  1957. 
(For  congregational  expenses — 
$50.39,  an  increase  of  3.9  percent 
over  1957.  For  benevolences — $12.88, 
an  increase  of  5.4  percent  over 
1957.)  These  figures  are  based  on 
reports  from  41  church  bodies,  and 
released  by  the  Department  of 
Stewardship  and  Benevolence  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

New  construction  of  religious 
buildings  for  all  faiths:  $863,000,000. 
This  compares  with  $868,000,000 
spent  in  1957,  an  all-time  high.  The 
1958  figure  is  more  than  double 
the  1950  figure  of  $409,000,000. 
These  figures  are  based  on  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce  reports. 

Religious  education  statistics 
(Sunday  and  Sabbath  schools)  are 
based  on  reports  made  by  229 
church  bodies  as  against  230  re¬ 
porting  the  previous  year. 

There  were  274,770  Sunday  or 
Sabbath  schools,  with  3,335,782 
teachers  and  officers,  and  a  total 
enrollment  of  41,197,313  in  1958. 

Protestant  churches,  which  gen- 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Early  Arrival  At  School 

Keeping  Public  School  Doors  Open — Editorial,  Page  4 


“Talk  Back”  Films  Are  Released  for 


Local  Group  and  Church  Use 


Films  from  the  popular  religious  television  series,  TALK  BACK,  were 
released  September  1  for  local  group  use. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer,  Nashville  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
(TRAFCO),  producer  of  the  programs. 


The  first  series  of  13  programs  was  released  exclusively  to  television 
stations  Ocotber  1,  1958  through  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  It  has 
appeared  on  70  television  stations  across  the  country  and  is  being  placed 
on  many  more  for  Fall  and  Winter  of  1959-60.  A  second  series  of  13  pro¬ 
grams  will  be  released  November  1,  1959. 


The  TALK  BACK  programs  be¬ 
gin  with  a  12-14  minute  filmed,  hu¬ 
man  situation  drama  that  presents 
a  real  problem  in  an  interesting 
way.  No  solutions  are  given.  On 
television,  a  panel  discusses  the 
problem  to  make  a  30  minute  show. 
When  used  locally,  the  solutions  are 
left  up  to  the  group.  The  TALK 
BACK  films  therefore  become  as 
meaningful  as  the  experiences  and 
thoughts  shared  by  the  group. 

Before  releasing  the  films  for  gen¬ 
eral  use,  several  were  tested  in  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  situations.  A  plant 
manager  who  used  them  in  his 
weekly  chapel  program  reported 
that  persons  participated  in  discus¬ 
sion  who  seldom  before  expressed 
an  opinion.  A  pastor  reports  that 


he  “left  the  church  at  10:15  p.m. 
with  members  still  discussing  the 
subject  over  their  coffee  cups”  fol¬ 
lowing  a  Sunday  evening  program. 
A  prison  chaplain  in  California  al¬ 
most  doubled  his  chapel  attendance 
while  using  the  films. 

The  films  will  be  available 
through  many  AV  libraries  and  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  film 
depositories  in  black  and  white  at 
$4.00  per  rental.  Purchase  price  of 
the  films  is  $80.00  for  one  to  four 
films,  $75.00  for  five  to  19  films,  and 
$70.00  for  20  or  more  films.  For 
further  information,  write  TRAFCO, 
1525  McGavock  St.,  Nashville  3, 
Tenn. 


Local  Churches 
Will  Be  Observing 
Harvest  Festival 

New  York,  (NC) — “The  meadows 
clothe  themselves  with  flocks,  the 
valleys  deck  themselves  with  grain, 
they  shout  and  sing  together  for 
joy.” 

Such  a  statement  is  the  keynote 
of  the  annual  harvest  festival  which 
churches  across  the  nation  will  cele¬ 
brate  sometime  within  the  months 
of  September  to  November. 

Special  observances  will  be  held 
to  thank  God  for  the  bounteous 
fruits  of  the  earth.  Renewed  appre¬ 
ciation  will  be  voiced  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  stewardship  of  the  land  and  its 
rich  resources. 

In  the  eighteenth  annual  service 
of  worship  prepared  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  this  year 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  O.  Comfort, 
formerly  with  the  Council’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Town  and  Country  Church, 
now  Director  of  Village  Church 
Work  for  Agricultural  Missions, 
Inc.,  thanks  are  given  for  the  good 
seed  and  for  the  hands  of  those  who 
prepare  the  fruits  of  the  harvest  to 
be  used  by  man. 

Forgiveness  is  asked  because  of 
the  hunger,  nakedness  and  suffering 
of  fellowmen,  and  women  are  asked 
to  dedicate  themselves  to  a  deeper 
appreciation  of  all  who  till  the  soil 
and  harvest  the  grain  and  fruits. 

Many  churches  make  the  harvest 
festival  a  parish  day  concluding 
with  services  and  dinner.  Local  farm 
groups,  such  as  4-H  clubs,  Future 
Farmers,  Farm  Bureau,  Grange  and 
Farmers’  Union,  often  attend  and 
share  in  such  services.  Sometimes 
rural  plays  or  pageants  are  staged, 
or  discussion  groups  held.  Flowers, 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  used  as 
decorations  and  thank-offerings, 
later  being  presented  to  homes,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  other  institutions.  Cash 
offerings  for  missionary  and  other 
benevolent  purposes  are  also  re¬ 
ceived  at  this  time. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Sept.  10-Sept.  19  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Sept.  10  The  Revelation  2:8-11 

Sept.  11  The  Revelation  2:12-17 

Sept.  12  The  Revelation  2:18-29 

Sept.  13  The  Revelation  3:1-6 

Sept.  14  The  Revelation  3:7-13 

Sept.  15  The  Revelation  3:14-22 

Sept.  16  The  Revelation  4:1-11 

Sept.  17  The  Revelation  5:1-14 

Sept.  18  .  The  Revelation  6:1-8 

Sept.  19  .  The  Revelation  6:9-17 


ADVICE  FROM  AN  OLD  PRO  (RNS)  —  Bob  Feller,  all-time  pitching 
great  of  the  Cleveland  Indians  (right),  goes  over  baseball  pointers  with 
Stan  Johnson  (left)  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Jack  Gillespie  of  Hanover 
(Ind.)  College.  The  youths  were  among  more  than  600  high  school  and 
college  athletes  who  came  to  Estes  Park,  Colo.,  to  see  and  talk  with  some 
of  America's  greatest  sports  figures  at  the  annual  summer  conference  of 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes.  (RNS  Photo) 

Christian  Athletes  Define  Sports  Hero 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (RNS)  —  More  than  600  high  school  and  college 
athletes  meeting  here  with  a  number  of  American  sports  stars  were  urged 
to  live  up  to  the  image  of  the  honorable  sports  hero. 

Paul  Dietzel,  head  football  coach  at  Louisiana  State  University,  told 
the  annual  summer  conference  of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  that 
“many  young  people  idolize  and  hero-worship  athletes,  so  we  must  not 
fail  them." 

Noting  the  growth  in  membership  of  the  interdenominational  fellow¬ 
ship,  he  said  that  “you  don’t  have  to  be  a  sissy  to  be  a  Christian.” 

Bob  Pettit,  star  of  the  St.  Louis  Hawks  professional  basketball  team, 
- - -  added  that  “the  Church  is  not  only 


1958  MEMBERSHIP 
FIGURES  RELEASED  BY 
NATIONAL  COUNCIL 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

erally  emphasize  the  Sunday  or 
Sabbath  school,  reported  90.8  per¬ 
cent  of  the  1958  enrollment,  as 
against  92.2  percent  of  the  total  in 
1957.  Total  Protestant  enrollment  in 
1958  was  37,404,867. 

The  Yearbook  comparison  of  cur¬ 
rent  religious  education  figures 
with  previous  years  shows  the  fol¬ 
lowing  trend: 

There  were  184,686  Sunday 
schools  with  an  enrollment  of 
23,206,374  persons  in  1926.  There 
were  246,240  schools  with  an  en¬ 
rollment  of  29,775,357  in  1950. 

An  analysis  of  age  groupings  in 
Protestant  Sunday  and  Sabbath 
schools  shows  that  approximately 
as  many  adults  (24  and  over)  were 
enrolled  as  children  (ages  3-11). 
The  adult  figure  is  12,844,437  or  13.1 
percent  of  the  equivalent  popula¬ 
tion  age  group.  The  figure  for  the 
3-11  group  was  12,593,989,  or  39.8 
percent  of  the  population  age  group. 
The  youth  bracket  (ages  12-23)  ac¬ 
counted  for  7,370,346  members  or 
23.7  percent  of  the  population  age 
group.  The  cradle  roll  (to  age  2) 
figure  was  2,969,605,  slightly  more 
than  one-quarter  of  the  population 
age  group. 

The  analysis  of  age  groupings  is 
the  second  time  the  Yearbook  has 
provided  such  information.  The 
findings  are  based  on  statistics  from 
44  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
denominations. 

The  latest  church  membership 
figures  indicate  the  general  upward 
trend  of  the  last  fifty  years.  Church 
membership  in  1900  was  36  percent 
of  the  total  production.  In  subse¬ 
quent  years  the  percentages  were 
as  follows:  1910 — 43  percent;  1920 — 
43  percent;  1930 — 47  percent;  1940 — 
49  percent;  1950 — 57  percent;  1956 — 

62  percent;  1957 — 61  percent;  1958 — 

63  percent. 

Church  membership  by  major 
groupings  for  1958  is  as  follows: 

Protestant  61,504,669 

Roman  Catholic  39,509,508 

Jewish  congregations  5,500,000 

Eastern  Orthodox  2,545,318 

Three  of  the  four  major  groups 
showed  increases  for  the  year. 
Figures  for  the  Jewish  congrega¬ 
tions  were  unchanged  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  report. 

Reports  received  from  224  Prot¬ 
estant  church  bodies  in  1958  showed 
a  total  of  61,504,669  members  as 
against  59,823,777  reported  by  227 
bodies  in  1957.  The  rise  of  1,716,892 
represents  a  2.8  percent  increase. 
(The  reduction  in  number  of  de¬ 
nominations  reporting  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  North 
America — have  now  united  as  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.  Two  other  bodies  with  a 
total  of  382  members  failed  to  re¬ 
port  for  1958.) 

The  Roman  Catholic  membership 
total  indicates  a  10  percent  rise  in 
1958  over  1957.  It  includes  Roman 
Catholics  “in  the  United  States, 
Alaska,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
including  all  families  of  the  defense 
forces  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  the  diplomatic  and  other  serv¬ 
ices  abroad,"  according  to  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Catholic  Directory  for  1959, 
the  current  compilation.  The  in¬ 
crease  in  membership  of  3,481,498 
over  1957,  according  to  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  “includes  the  2,000,000  report¬ 
ed  for  the  first  time  by  the  Military 


Ordinariate.” 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  re¬ 
gards  all  baptized  persons,  includ¬ 
ing  infants,  as  members.  The  great 
majority  of  Protestant  churches  list 
as  members  only  those  persons  who 
have  attained  full  membership,  us¬ 
ually  at  age  13.  The  Yearbook  esti¬ 
mates  that  between  90  to  95  percent 
of  Protestant  church  membership  is 
over  13  years  of  age. 

Protestants  represented  27  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  population  of  con¬ 
tinental  United  States  in  1926.  This 
rose  to  28.7  percent  in  1940.  It  was 
33.8  percent  in  1950,  35.5  percent 
in  1955,  35.5  percent  in  1958.  Roman 
Catholic  percentages  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1926 — 16  percent;  1940 — 16.1 
percent;  1950 — 18.9  percent;  1955 — 
20.3  percent;  1958 — 22.8  percent. 

The  largest  Protestant  church 
body  in  1958  in  the  U.S.  is  the 
Methodist  Church,  with  9,670,690 
members.  Next  in  order  among  the 
most  numerous  Protestant  church 
bodies  are: 

Southern  Baptist  Convention — 


important  to  us  in  time  of  need  but 
also  at  all  times.” 

Among  conference  leaders  coach¬ 
ing  the  young  athletes  in  sports  as 
well  as  Christian  witness  were  Bob 
Feller,  the  former  Cleveland  Indians 
pitching  star;  Deacon  Dan  Towler, 
former  Los  Angeles  Rams  fullback; 
and  Doak  Walker,  former  Southern 
Methodist  University  all-American 
and  Detroit  Lions  back. 


9,202,205 

National  Baptist  Convention, 
U.S.A.,  Inc.— 5,000,000 
United  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.— 3,094,633 
Protestant  Episcopal — 3,042,286 
National  Baptist  Convention  of 
America — 2,668,799 

United  Lutheran  Church  in  Am¬ 
erica — 2,293,902 

United  Church  of  Christ  (Congre¬ 
gational  Christian  and  Evangelical 
and  Reformed) — 2,187,489 
Lutheran  Church,  Missouri  Synod 
—2,234,844 

Christian  Churches  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  International  Convention — 


1959  Mission  To 
America  To  Feature 
Overseas  Christians 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Ten  out¬ 
standing  Christians  from  other  lands 
will  be  leaders  of  a  two-month 
Methodist  “Mission  to  America” 
October  4  to  December  4. 

The  mission  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions’ 
Division  of  World  Missions  and 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

It  is  the  result  of  a  resolution  of 
the  1956  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  top  legislative  body  of  Meth¬ 
odism. 

In  the  words  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  resolution,  the  purpose  of 
the  mission  is  that  “leaders  and 
preachers  of  the  younger  churches 
be  invited  to  the  United  States  to 
give  witness  to  their  triumphant 
faith,  and  to  lead  the  Methodists  of 
America  toward  a  great  spiritual 
awakening,  and  a  deeper  devotion 
to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

“In  a  sense,  the  world  will  be  wit¬ 
nessing  to  the  United  States,”  said 
the  Rev.  Leslie  J.  Ross,  Nashville, 
director  of  the  mission  and  head  of 
the  Department  of  Evangelistic 
Movements  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

The  ten  leaders,  all  nationals,  will 
represent  nine  countries.  There  will 
be  two  from  India  and  one  each 
from  Argentina,  Peru,  Burma,  The 
Philippines,  Korea,  Japan,  and  An¬ 
gola  and  the  Central  Congo  in  Afri¬ 
ca. 

Mr.  Ross  is  now  scheduling  the 
missioners,  as  teams  and  indivi¬ 
duals,  for  periods  of  up  to  a  week 
in  various  Methodist  districts  and 
churches  across  the  country. 

All  ten  will  speak  English  as 
they  provide  leadership  for  the  mis¬ 
sion,  said  Mr.  Ross. 

Voice  of  Tangier 
Broadcasts  Likely 
To  Continue 

Rev.  Paul  E.  Freed,  President  of 
the  Voice  of  Tangier,  has  announced 
from  Tangier  that  “negotiations  for 
continued  broadcasting  of  the  Voice 
of  Tangier  are  progressing  very 
favorably.  It  looks  from  here  in 
Tangier  that  the  radio  crisis  in  Mo¬ 
rocco  will  not  adversely  affect  the 
continued  broadcasting  of  our  radio 
station  to  countries  in  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe  and  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain.  At  the  present  time  we 
are  broadcasting  uninterruptedly  in 
twenty-six  languages.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  present  Moroccan  edict 
may  not  be  a  retrenchment,  but  may 
result  in  a  forward  step  for  our  mis¬ 
sionary  radio  station.” 


1,943,599 

All  the  above  church  bodies,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  the  Lutheran 
Church,  Missouri,  Synod,  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

When  Protestant  church  bodies 
are  grouped  into  “families,”  the 
Baptist  are  the  most  numerous.  Ma¬ 
jor  “families”  are  as  follows: 

Baptist  (27  bodies) — 20,493,381 

Methodist  (21  bodies) — 12,213,097 

Lutheran  (18  bodies) — 7,791,248 

Presbyterian  (10  bodies) — 
4,126,583 

Latter  Day  Saints  (6  bodies) — 
1,546,751. 
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CHICAGO  (RNS)  SILENT  PRAYER  IN  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  —  Classroom  religious  observances  in  public 
schools,  such  as  this  moment  of  silent  prayer  by  ele¬ 
mentary  children,  were  recommended  in  a  provisional 
document  approved  here  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  Committee  on  Religion  and  Public  Education. 
Also  recommended  were  periods  of  common  prayer, 
Bible  reading  and  release  of  public  school  children  for 


religious  instruction,  holydays  and  special  religious 
conferences  or  retreats.  Purpose  of  the  report,  the  126- 
member  committee  said,  is  "on  the  one  hand  to  resist 
any  possible  trend  toward  a  non-religious  view  of  life 
and  on  the  other  hand  to  resist  any  attempt  to  dominate 
public  schools  with  a  sectarian  view  of  life."  The  docu¬ 
ment  speaks  only  for  the  committee  and  does  not  rep¬ 
resent  any  official  policy  of  the  NCC.  (RNS  Photo) 


Baptist  Leader 

Wants  Khrushchev  To  See  US.  Religion 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  (RNS) — The  head  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  has 
suggested  to  President  Eisenhower  that  he  help  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev 
of  Russia  “see  what  religion  means  to  America  and  to  Americans”  when  the 
two  world  political  leaders  exchange  visits  this  fall. 

Dr.  Theodore  F.  Adams  of  Richmond,  Va.,  president  of  the  world 
Baptist  fellowship  which  counts  23,000,000  members  in  106  countries,  re¬ 
vealed  at  a  meeting  of  the  B.W.A.  Executive  Committee  here  that  he  had 
made  three  definite  suggestions  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eisenhower. 

“We  want  Mr.  Khrushchev  to  sense  the  true  strength  and  greatness  of 
our  country,”  Dr.  Adams  wrote.  “Certainly  one  important  source  of  that 
strength  is  our  Christian  faith,  and  I  trust  that  he  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  sense  that  and  to  see  what  religion  means  in  America  and  to  Americans.” 

His  three  suggestions  were:  _ 

“1.  If  you  are  in  Russia  on  a 
Sunday,  I  trust  you  will  go  to  a 
service  of  worship.  There  are  no 
Presbyterian  churches  (Mr.  Eisen¬ 
hower  is  a  Presbyterian)  in  that 
country,  but  our  Baptists  in  Mos¬ 
cow  or  elsewhere  would  welcome 
the  witness  of  your  presence. 

“2.  On  the  Sundays  Mr.  Khrush¬ 
chev  is  in  the  United  States,  I  hope 
his  hosts  will  go  to  their  usual 
places  of  worship,  inviting  him  to 
go  if  that  seems  wise. 

“3.  I  hope  he  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  see  the  placse  religion 
occupies  in  American  life,  not  only 
in  services  of  worship  but  in  week¬ 
day  activities,  Christian  education, 
orphanages,  hospitals,  etc.,  as  well 
as  the  importance  of  our  various 
faiths  to  our  homes  and  personal 
lives.” 


World  Council 
Stresses  Goal  Of 
Abolishing  War 

Rhodes,  Greece  (RNS) — A  state¬ 
ment  reaffirming  that  the  abolition 
of  war  is  the  real  goal  behind  all 
moves  to  end  the  testing  of  nuclear 
weapons  was  issued  here  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee. 

“No  nation  is  justified  in  deciding 
pn  its  own  responsibility  to  conduct 
nuclear  weapons  tests,”  the  state¬ 
ment  said,  “when  the  people  of 
other  countries  who  have  not  given 
their  consent  may  have  to  bear 
consequences.” 

“Therefore,”  it  declared,  “we  call 


Hear  Plea  To 
Dispense  With 
‘Laymen’  Term 

Des  Plaines,  Ill.  (RNS) — Dr.  D. 
Elton  Trueblood,  noted  Quaker  phi¬ 
losopher  and  professor  of  religion  at 
Earlham  College,  Richmond,  Ind., 
told  some  400  shirtsleeve  worship¬ 
pers  at  a  Methodist  Laymen’s  Re¬ 
treat  here  to  get  rid  of  the  word 
“layman”  once  and  for  all. 

“Toss  out  of  the  commonly-held 
distinction  between  Christian  min¬ 
isters  and  lay  people,”  he  advised. 
“Insofar  as  you  are  recruits  in 
Christ’s  cause,  you  are  in  the  min¬ 
istry.  If  not,  you  are  wasting  your 
time  here.” 

One-time  chief  of  religious  in¬ 
formation  for  the  United  States  In¬ 
formation  Agency,  Dr.  Trueblood 
challenged  the  retreatants,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Rock  River  Conference 
Methodist  churches,  to  find  any¬ 
thing  in  the  New  Testament  to  sup¬ 
port  today’s  “crazy  idea”  that 
clergymen  have  a  special  status. 
“It  tells  of  a  universal  ministry,” 
he  said. 

“All  Christians  have  different 
^ifts,”  he  emphasized.  “We  need 
all  the  parts,  and  the  combination 
of  the  parts  makes  up  the  body  of 
Christ.  We  ought  to  give  up  this 
word  ‘layman.’  It’s  a  bad  word.” 

“Yokefellow,”  he  suggested,  “may 
be  the  alternative  to  that  wretched 
word  ‘layman.’  ”  He  urged  the  men 
to  “wear  Christ’s  yoke  with  Him  .  .  . 
not  being  comforted,  not  being 
placated,  but  helping  pull  the  load.” 

Dr.  Trueblood  in  1954  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Yokefellow 
Foundation,  a  national  interdenom¬ 
inational  movement  to  stress  the 
practice  of  Christian  principles  in 
everyday  life. 

The  speaker  said  the  special  gift 
of  the  pastor,  w’hom  he  termed 
“only  one  of  many  kinds  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ministers”  is  to  stir  up  and  ad¬ 
vise  the  “other  ministers.” 

“He  exists  to  help  you  to  perform 
your  ministry,”  Dr.  Trueblood  said. 

Pointing  out  that  the  ministry 
“means  toil,  the  exact  opposite  of 
being  a  spectator,”  he  said  this  con¬ 
cept  and  practice  “changed  the 
ancient  pagan  world.  “It  shook  the 
Roman  Empire,  and  you,  if  you  take 
it  seriously,  can  shake  the  modern 
world.” 

upon  each  nation  contemplating 
tests  to  give  full  recognition  to  this 
moral  responsibility  as  well  as  to 
considerations  of  national  defense 
and  international  security.” 


Protestant  Constructive  Action  On  Sex  Dominated  Films  Urged 


New  Lork  (RNS) — Constructive  efforts  by  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  are  urgently  needed  to  halt  the  “in¬ 
creasing  portrayal  of  sex  and  violence”  in  American 
movies,  George  A.  Heimrich,  director  of  the  West  Coast 
office  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Broadcast¬ 
ing  and  Film  Commission  said  here. 

“Something  very  definite  must  be  done  about  this 
situation,  which  has  been  getting  worse  during  the  past 
six  months,”  he  declared. 

Mr.  Heimrich  was  in  New  York  for  Commission 
consultations  which  he  said  he  hoped  would  enable 
his  office  to  make  specific  proposals  for  a  more  ef¬ 
fective  stand  by  Protestant  Churches  toward  “elim¬ 
inating  offensiveness”  from  motion  pictures. 

“Many  motion  picture  producers  believe  that  Prot¬ 
estantism  should  speak  out  to  strengthen  the  hand  of 
those  persons  in  Hollywood  who  feel  that  such  action 
is  long  overdue,”  Mr.  Heimrich  said  in  an  interview. 

He  said  he  felt  the  industry’s  code,  devised  to 


regulate  the  moral  tone  of  films,  was  either  outmoded 
or  not  being  enforced.  “Some  producers  are  getting 
away  with  things  now  that  they  could  not  get  away 
with  a  few  years  ago,”  he  asserted. 

Mr.  Heimrich  declined  to  name  any  motion  pictures 
that  overdid  sex  and  violence  on  grounds  that  such 
publicity  would  likely  boost  their  box  office  appeal. 

Dr.  S.  Franklin  Mack,  New  York,  executive  director 
of  the  NCC  commission,  noted  during  the  interview 
with  Mr.  Heimrich  that  it  was  not  his  agency’s  intension 
“to  place  a  ban”  on  offending  films. 

“We  try,  wherever  possible,  to  support  motion 
pictures  that  are  in  the  best  interest  of  all  viewers  and 
which  portray  Protestantism  properly,”  he  said.  “It  is 
not  the  Protestant  view  that  we  should  forbid  people 
to  see  certain  pictures.  We  hope  to  find  a  means  of 
encouraging  Hollywood  to  realize  that  the  right  kind 
of  films  is  the  best  way  to  attract  people  to  the  box 
office.” 
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History  Before  Our  Eyes 

HISTORY  is  being  written  before  our  very  eyes.  Scarcely  any 
person  endeavoring  to  keep  up  with  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world  could  fail  to  be  aware  of  the  tremendous  import  of 
daily  events.  We  refer  specifically  to  President  Eisenhower’s  his¬ 
toric  trip  to  Europe  where  he  conferred  last  week  with  heads  of 
state  of  Western  powers,  preliminary  to  his  receiving  Mr.  Khrush¬ 
chev  of  Russia  for  a  visit  beginning  September  15. 

Observers  have  long  speculated  that  the  Soviets  would  like 
nothing  better  than  see  the  links  between  Western  powers  weak¬ 
ened.  If  Western  powers  could  be  led  to  bickering  and  quarreling 
among  themselves,  then  the  case  of  communism  would  be  consid¬ 
erably  strengthened. 

The  President’s  trip  to  Europe  appraised  in  the  light  of  this 
Soviet  strategy  was  a  sound  success.  Mr.  Eisenhower’s  reception 
everywhere  was  a  manifestation  of  the  solidarity  of  the  Western 
group  of  nations.  Furthermore,  none  can  doubt  the  power  of  the 
President’s  leadership.  As  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  free  world 
and  in  the  interest  of  maintaining  freedom,  Mr.  Eisenhower  demon¬ 
strated  that  free  nations  banded  together  can  and  will  continue  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  freedom  for  peoples  everywhere. 

The  stage  is  set  for  the  historic  visit  of  the  visitor  from  Russia. 
Our  Western  allies  now  know  that  nothing  will  happen  in  the 
Eisenhower-Khrushchev  talks  which  will  be  to  their  disadvantage. 
It  would  be  too  much  to  hope  that  Mr.  Khrushchev  would  see 
enough  of  the  miracles  wrought  in  an  atmosphere  of  freedom  that 
he  would  become  convinced  of  the  futility  of  continuing  to  deny 
freedom  to  Iron  Curtain  peoples.  However,  let  him  get  a  good 
exposure.  He  might  not  be  altogether  immune. 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by Jack  htamm 

The  Squeeze  Play 


Banning  Obscene  Literature  Gains  Support 

THERE  seems  to  be  little  doubt  but  that  many  people  have 
now  become  sufficiently  aroused  on  the  issue  of  banning  the 
distribution  of  obscene  literature  that  something  will  even¬ 
tually  be  done  to  curb  this  traffic.  The  Post  Office  Department 
has  led  in  a  move  to  outlaw  this  type  of  literature.  For  this  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  deserving  of  wholesale  commendation 
by  all  citizens  who  resent  this  flood  of  obscene  literature  through¬ 
out  the  land. 

Parent  groups,  church  and  ministerial  organizations,  some 
publications,  and  various  civic  groups  have  joined  in  the  fight. 
Substantial  support  has  been  mustered.  When  this  many  people 
get  interested,  there  is  bound  to  be  action  legislatively.  Several 
state  legislatures  have  acted  on  the  question,  and  finally  last  week 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress  voted  favorably  on  a 
measure  which  if  it  receives  Senate  approval  and  the  President’s 
signature,  will  arm  the  Post  Office  with  a  measure  which  will 
cripple  the  distribution  of  any  literature  Postal  officials  deem  ob¬ 
scene.  This  would  be  done  by  permitting  Postal  officials  to  im¬ 
pound  mail  addressed  to  any  person  suspected  of  sending  out 
obscene  material.  Presumably,  this  would  stop  orders  and  other 
correspondence  related  to  the  distribution  of  such  literature. 

May  we  suggest  that  the  ulimate  solution  to  this  problem,  as 
with  many,  is  not  legislation  or  prohibition.  As  is  often  the  case, 
such  a  move  is  a  long  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  to  be  effective 
must  have  widespread  public  support.  Such  legislation  must  and 
should  be  encouraged.  However,  until  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
public  become  convinced  of  the  inherent  evil  of  such  literature, 
the  problem  will  not  be  solved.  A  few  days  ago  the  Little  Rock 
Censor  Board  banned  a  certain  novel  from  sale.  After  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  banning  and  before  the  magazine  agency 
could  get  around  to  picking  up  unsold  copies  of  the  banned 


novel,  a  run  was  made  on  various  magazine  and  book  retail  outlets 
possessing  unsold  copies,  resulting  in  these  places  selling  all  their 
copies.  The  public’s  appetite  for  such  trashy  material  is  still  strong, 
and  legislation  will  not  satisfy  that  kind  of  an  appetite.  Churches, 
schools,  parents,  and  others  who  have  a  responsibility  in  character 
training  still  have  much  work  to  do  to  help  many  people  realize 
the  harmful  effect  such  literature  has.  The  most  effective  censor¬ 
ship  is  by  the  public. 

Keep  the  School  Doors  Open 

WITH  the  fall  term  of  public  schools  now  beginning,  we  sug¬ 
gest  responsible  people  in  this  section  of  the  country  are 
becoming  more  convinced  than  ever  before  of  the  in- 
dispensible  role  of  the  public  school  system.  Whatever  else  may 
be  said  about  the  segregation-integration  issue,  this  matter  has 
caused  people  to  think  about  the  role  of  public  schools  in  society. 
What  has  perhaps  been  taken  for  granted  for  so  long  has  now 
come  to  be  appreciated  as  never  before.  Public  schools  must  be 
maintained  even  though  doing  so  necessitates  some  adjustment. 

Here  and  there  are  those  who  voice  the  opinion  that  public 
schools  should  be  sacrificed  in  order  that  long  established  and 
widely  accepted  social  customs  may  be  maintained.  Such  persons 
have  yet  to  come  forward  with  other  satisfactory  and  proven  ways 
and  means  of  providing  educational  benefits  for  children.  Surely, 
these  persons  would  not  want  to  sacrifice  an  educational  system 
for  such  a  reason,  regardless  of  how  strongly  they  may  feel  about 
this  issue  that  threatens  the  school  systems.  For  the  sake  of  our 
children’s  future,  let  every  legal  recourse  be  exhausted  in  the 
search  for  ways  and  means  of  working  this  problem  out,  but  never 
at  the  cost  of  our  public  school  system  which  has  such  an  indis- 
pensible  place  in  our  society. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Mountain  Top  Experience 

By  Dr.  J.  C.  Montgomery 


THOMAS  PAINE  said  America  need  not  be 
ashamed  of  her  birth.  This  may  be  also 
the  boast  of  Mt.  Sequoyah.  It  was  the 
summer  of  1920.  The  Missionary  Cente¬ 
nary  campaign  had  just  persuaded  Methodists 
to  pledge  more  money  to  the  Kingdom  than 
had  ever  been  done  in  the  history  of  Christen¬ 
dom.  Enterprise  was  in  the  air.  Some  of  our 
brethren,  most  of  whom  have  now  fallen  asleep, 
met  in  beautiful  Junaluska  and  decided  to  invite 
and  challenge  our  annual  conferences  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  comparable  assembly  for  our  Southern 
Methodism  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  first  assembly  programs  were  given  in 
the  summer  of  1923.  The  top  of  East  Mountain, 
re-christened  Mt.  Sequoyah,  and  Happy  Hollow 
farm  below,  a  total  400  acres,  were,  with  a 
pledge  of  $35,000,  Fayetteville’s  generous  bid  to 
have  the  assembly  located  here.  Roads  had  been 
laid  out,  lots  surveyed  and  a  water  system  con¬ 
structed.  Tents  were  the  mainstay  for  lodging, 
and  the  cost  of  cot  and  blanket  was  35c  per 
night.  In  institute,  conference  and  training  class 
these  interests  were  promoted:  Laymen’s  work, 
Sunday  School,  Epworth  League,  Missions, 
Church  Extension,  Temperance  and  Social 
Work,  Colleges,  with  a  promise  that  music  and 
Chautauqua  features  would  be  liberally  inter¬ 
spersed.  Up  to  the  mountain  top  poured  12,000 
people,  with  3,000  remaining  for  a  night  or 
longer.  There  were  generous  praise  and  confi¬ 
dent  predictions:  Greatest  enterprise  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  Unsurpassed  in  natural  beauty;  In 
ten  years  will  excel  the  original  Chautauqua. 
And  at  the  end  of  1924  it  was  reported  that  fifty 
buildings  and  an  observation  tower  had  been 
built. 

The  dining-room  profit  for  the  second  year 
was  expected  to  be  $8,000  or  perhaps  $10,000. 
But  as  to  the  first  year,  something  called  “ex¬ 
pensive  inexperience”  made  the  first  month’s 
operation  a  serious  loss,  but  this  was  relieved 
by  something  less  factual  than  hopeful,  that  the 
season  would  “practically  break  even.”  We  find 
an  account  of  $1,200  worth  of  complimentary 
meals,  Which  was  good  old  Southern  hospitality, 
but  heavy  burden  on  dining  room  profit.  By 
the  end  of  the  first  season  negotiations  are  under 
way  for  a  $27,000  loan,  with  the  argument  that 
it  is  success,  not  failure,  which  makes  the  loan 
necessary  And  the  only  payment  of  interest  on 
the  debt  was  $375,  and  this  personally  by  chair¬ 
man  Dr.  A.  C.  Millar. 

The  Assembly  went  deeply  into  debt  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  fabulous  income  which  never  did 
come  in.  Note:  This  was  not  an  anlicipation  of 
support  by  Methodist  people,  but  of  sales  of  lots 
and  stocks.  From  the  sale  of  lots  $100,000  was 
to  come,  and  then  another  sale  would  bring 
another  $100,000.  You  understood  me:  $200,000. 
There  was  gold  in  those  mountain  top  lots.  The 
first  great  auction  was  set  for  a  day  in  bleak 
December,  and  a  blizzard  swept  the  summit. 
The  auction  was  a  dismal  failure.  I  am  certain 
that  more  lots  were  sold,  but  the  only  record  I 
could  find  revealed  that  after  a  considerable 
time,  41  lots  were  sold  for  $18,000,  with  no  in¬ 
formation  as  to  how  much  was  paid  down.  At 
least  two  real  estate  agents  were  employed  to 
sell  lots,  and  I  find  no  record  of  a  single  sale 
by  them. 

Then  came  a  promoter  who  offered  to  sell 
$400,000  worth  of  stock  in  a  Mt.  Sequoyah  Im¬ 
provement  Association,  build  a  100  room  Spanish 
style  hotel  named  Sequoyah  Terrace,  manage 
the  hotel  and  turn  over  to  the  assembly  at  least 
$35,000  net  annual  profits.  In  a  burst  of  gen¬ 
erosity,  he  offered  $85,000  for  the  privilege  of 
going  ahead.  The  offer  was  accepted,  the  $85,000 
not  received.  After  confidence  gave  way  to  ques¬ 
tion,  question  to  fear,  Dr.  Millar  wrote  the  pro¬ 
moter  a  frantic  plea  to  get  something  done,  else, 
“The  institution  is  imperilled  and  I  am  dis¬ 
graced.”  We  got  $1,225  and  an  architect’s  bill 


for  $1,500  for  plans  for  the  dream  hotel,  and 
terrifying  threats  of  lawsuits  by  enraged  in¬ 
vestors.  The  God  who  saved  Daniel  from  the 
lions’  den  was  with  us. 

We  had  neither  the  $200,000  nor  the  $400,000, 
but  we  had  widely  advertised  our  plans  and 
hopes  and  the  people  were  conditioned  to  the 
idea  the  Assembly  would  never  neeed  their  sac¬ 
rificial  support. 

We  have  had  only  five  superintendents,  but 
there  were  three  of  them  in  the  one  year,  1927. 
Superintendent  Bond  resigned,  his  salary  about 
half  paid,  before  the  summer  season  began.  Rev. 
J.  M.  Workman  took  over  for  the  summer,  and 
may  have  saved  the  Assembly  from  collapse.  At 
the  end  of  the  summer  season  Rev.  Sam  Yancey 
was  employed.  The  salary  was  cut  $600  and 
Brother  Sam  Yancey  was  told  to  get  that  by 
gifts  for  holding  evangelistic  meetings.  To  make 
a  beginning,  he  went  to  four  great  churches  for 
Sunday  services,  preached,  presented  the  claims 
of  the  Assembly  for  support,  and  received  the 
donations.  In  four  Sundays  and  four  big,  big 
churches  he  got  $35.00,  $8.75  per  church.  He 
sent  out  1,500  messages  through  the  mail  and 
got  $100.  Postage  was  cheaper  then,  thank  God. 
Dr.  Millar  held  a  meeting  in  Dallas  to  stimulate 
financial  support,  and  reports  it  was  a  fiasco — 
probably  an  understatement. 

Consider  this  in  its  context.  The  Centenary 
pledges  lacked  millions  of  dollars  of  being  paid 
in  full.  The  swift  following  Christian  Education 
movement  and  campaign  for  Superannuate  En¬ 
dowment  Fund  fell  far  short  of  their  goals.  De¬ 
pression,  economic  and  spiritual,  stalked  the 
land.  My  own  annual  conference  in  one  year  of 


This  article  was  the  dedicatory  address 
delivered,  August  19,  at  the  Service  of 
Dedication  of  the  Paul  E.  and  Mildred 
Marlin  Building  and  the  Willson  Infirmary 
at  the  Western  Methodist  Assembly,  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark.  The  address 
was  written  and  delivered  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
Montgomery,  Poplar  Bluff,  Missouri,  long 
time  member  of  the  Assembly's  Board  of 
Trustees. 


these  dreary,  wearying  years  had  only  $485 
church  extension  money  to  help  build  churches 
and  pay  church  debts,  and  the  support  of  a 
worn-out  preacher  and  his  worn-out  wife,  in¬ 
cluding  what  came  from  the  Publishing  House 
and  General  Board,  was  $205  for  an  entire  year. 
“Let  not  grandeur  hear  with  a  disdainful  smile 
the  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor.”  But 
our  worst  handicap  was  the  astonishment  and 
doubt  of  the  people  when  they  learned  that  the 
Assembly  was  not  rich,  and  never  would  be  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  support  of  the  Methodist  people. 

T.  L.  James  of  Ruston  came  on  our  board 
in  1931,  and  surprised  everyone  with  a  gift  of 
$700.  He  and  C.  W.  McKeehan  began  work  on 
a  plan  for  selling  annuity  bonds  to  take  up  the 
indebtedness.  Happy  Hollow  farm  went  to  pay 
the  debt  we  owed  the  Bank  of  Fayetteville. 
Finally,  in  1936,  all  the  lots  we  owned  outside 
Sky-Line  Drive  were  sold  to  pay  all  the  debts 
except  what  could  be  satisfied  by  the  money 
pledged  on  annuity  bonds.  A  General  Confer¬ 
ence  granted  a  support  toward  paying  the  in¬ 
terest  on  those  bonds.  Mt.  Sequoyah  was  de¬ 
livered  from  enslavement  to  debt. 

Another  annuity  bond  arrangement  brought 
us  the  Clapp  Memorial  auditorium,  and  only  you 
who  saw  the  older  auditorium  know  how  much 
we  needed  that  great  place  of  assembly.  In  1939 
Unification  gave  us  the  support  of  united  Meth¬ 
odism.  The  Jurisdictional  Conference  took  up 
support  of  our  Assembly  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  discontinued  it.  This  Jurisdictional  sup¬ 
port  made  possible  the  Jurisdictional  building. 
Meantime,  Dr.  Millar,  our  chairman  or  vice¬ 


chairman  from  the  beginning,  a  tall  man,  sun 
crowned,  went  on  to  the  upstairs  of  the  Father’s 
House.  During  the  drear  depression  Brother 
Millar  devoted  his  income,  less  the  amount  he 
expended  on  an  austire  living,  to  the  easing  of 
our  financial  straits. 

Brother  Yancey  retired  in  1950,  and  had  not 
saved  much  strength  for  living  on.  Mrs.  Yancey 
supplied  this  statement  for  our  history,  and  it 
will  help  fill  in  many  things  we  had  to  omit 
from  the  earlier  paragraphs  of  this  brief  talk: 
In  1927  we  found  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  25  cottages, 
two  dormitories,  a  small  cafeteria  and  audi¬ 
torium.  The  cottages  were  little  more  than 
shells.  Sam  built  four  new  cottages,  enlarged  the 
cafeteria  twice,  built  a  library  building,  ad¬ 
ministration  building,  Clapp  auditorium,  and 
completely  rebuilt  the  superintendent’s  home. 
He  helped  supervise  the  construction  of  the 
Woman’s  building  and  the  finishing  of  Parker 
Hall.  The  road  up  the  mountain  was  graveled, 
then  hard-surfaced  and  then  taken  over  by  the 
state.  The  water  system  was  improved  and  the 
upkeep  taken  over  by  the  city  at  a  great  saving 
to  the  Assembly.  All  walks  were  built.  Many 
pine  trees  were  set  out.  The  cross  was  erected 
and  the  drive-way  near  it  improved.  The  $40,000 
debt  was  paid  in  full.  When  Sam  retired  in  1950 
there  were  in  the  bank  government  bonds  to 
protect  the  interest  on  all  annuity  bonds.  Only 
you  and  a  few  others  know  how  much  of  Sam’s 
life  and  devotion  went  into  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

But  we  would  add  that  she,  too  rendered 
service  of  value  beyond  computation.  Many 
times  without  salary  in  full,  the  Yancey’s  carried 
on  cheerfully,  once  advancing  $1,000  from  their 
own  savings  to  keep  interest  paid.  Rev.  Elmer 
H.  Hook  succeeded  Brother  Yancey  as  super¬ 
intendent.  He  continued  the  fine  work  of  help¬ 
ing  Methodists  know,  appreciate  and  support 
our  Assembly.  For  the  history,  1957,  Brother 
Hook  gave  us  this  statement: 

Have  modernized  all  cottages  except  six, 
re-roofed  all  buildings  except  three.  Painted  all 
cottages  outside,  papered  inside  26,  enlarged  ten, 
placed  tile  on  floor  of  ten,  replaced  100  small 
windows  with  regular  size,  put  Venetian  blinds 
in  all  cottages  but  two,  sanded  and  varnished 
all  floors,  remodeled  Texas  building,  built  two 
new  cottages.  Purchased  150  innerspring  mat¬ 
tresses  and  110  bed  springs.  Cafeteria  enlarged, 
beautified,  improved  with  bakery  stove,  regular 
cook  stove  and  walk-in  cooler.  Placed  tile  on 
kitchen  floor.  Superintendent’s  home  painted 
and  redecorated.  New  fence  with  steel  posts 
around  the  campus.  Made  in  the  superintendent’s 
own  workshop  five  dozen  chests  of  drawers, 
four  dozen  tables,  and  112  beds.  Hard  at  work 
on  the  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin  Educational 
Building,  helping  make  the  furniture. 

And  as  much  may  be  said  for  Mrs.  Hook  as 
for  Mrs.  Yancey. 

There  was  Bezallel  to  work  on  the  taberna¬ 
cle, 'Hiram  Abiff  to  build  the  temple  and  Nehe- 
miah  to  rebuild  from  rubble  the  walls  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  For  our  assembly  there  were  Yancey  and 
Hook. 

Plans  for  the  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin  Edu¬ 
cation  Building  were  approved  in  1956  and  work 
soon  begun.  J.  J.  Perkins,  who  had  previously 
given  an  organ  for  Clapp  Memorial  auditorium, 
gave  $25,000  for  the  chapel.  A  T.  L.  James  gift 
in  time  of  need  has  been  mentioned,  and  he  was 
a  large  giver  to  annuity  bonds,  and  the  T.  L. 
James  estate  gave  $15,000  for  the  audio-visual 
room.  Fayetteville  friends  gave  $8,000  and 
Bishop  Martin’s  annual  conferences  each  gave 
$8,000.  Other  annual  conferences  gave  liberally. 

The  Willson  Lecture  was  established  for 
our  Assembly  in  1958  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Willson  and  family,  and  another  gift  of  $10,000 
from  them  made  sure  for  us  the  Willson  In¬ 
firmary  now  to  be  dedicated. 

Brother  Hook  served  us  by  election  and  ap¬ 
pointment  until  June  of  1958,  being  succeeded 
by  Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  who  is  embarking  upon 
what  promises  to  be  a  successful  administration. 

The  Willson  Lecture  and  the  Willson  In¬ 
firmary  are  a  most  significant  combination.  Here 
is  the  making  of  a  parable  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  and  the  concern  of  our  religion  for  the 
whole  man.  After  a  tour  among  his  Quaker 
brethren  to  revive  them,  the  great  John  Wool- 
man  rejoiced  in  their  response,  noting  that  their 
spiritual  renewal  was  not  so  much  a  passionate 
excitement  as  a  new  way  of  thinking.  By  re- 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


V 


Kfi 

WHAT  ARE  WE  WORTH? 

Would  I  be  correct  in  saying  that  this  question  most  likely  starts 
our  thinking  toward  our  possessions?  “He  is  worth  $50  thousand” 
or,  “He  is  worth  a  million.”  Such  expressions,  so  frequently  heard, 
reveal  our  tendency  to  measure  a  man’s  worth  by  what  he  owns. 

“What  are  we  worth?”  may  set  us  thinking  about  our  earning 
power.  We  may  be  young  and  not  yet  possessed  of  abundant  goods, 
but  what  can  we  sell  our  services  for  in  the  market?  Am  I  a  three- 
thousand-a-year  man,  or  a  ten-thousand-dollar  man?  In  our  modern 
world  a  person  can  sell  almost  any  quality  he  has.  If  he  has  a  pleas¬ 
ing  personality,  he  can  capitalize.  If  he  has  ideas,  he  can  sell  them 
and  he  has  patent  laws  and  copyright  laws  to  protect  him  in  the  sale. 
If  he  is  prominent,  he  can  sell  his  name  and  picture  in  a  commercial 
advertisement. 

But  what  about  that  which  we  cannot  sell?  In  the  florist  shop  is 
a  lovely  flower.  Its  price  is  high.  But  there  may  be  equally  beautiful 
flowers  in  the  same  family  which  are  left  to  “blush  unseen  and  waste 
their  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.”  What  makes  the  worth  of  the 
flower — its  beauty  or  its  nearness  to  the  market? 

And  how  is  it  with  human  beings?  We  boast  that  life  is  worth 
more  in  a  free  society  like  America  or  Canada  or  Britain  than  in  the 
totalitarian  states.  We  mean  thereby  that  the  government  has  more 
respect  for  the  individual’s  welfare  and  more  regard  for  his  rights. 

We  Americans  and  British  were  taught  to  call  the  last  global 
conflict  a  war  of  survival  because  we  were  led  to  believe  that  Our  way 
of  life  was  imperiled.  We  saw  the  Nazi  philosophy  regiment  a  proud 
Nordic  people  into  goose-stepping  robots  and  kill  millions  of  Jews 
as  victims. 

And  now  we  are  in  conflict  with  a  communistic  ideology  which 
treats  men  as  pawns  of  an  economic  system.  If  we  are  to  survive, 
we  must  convince  ourselves  that  our  free  society  gives  man  a 
higher  value.  And  we  must  demonstrate  this  higher  worth  that 
other  people  of  the  earth  will  discover  it.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  say 
that  American  wages  and  standards  of  living  are  higher.  These  may 
only  be  due  to  marketability.  We  cannot  depend  on  our  modern 
market  to  make  the  worth  of  a  man.  We  must  make  the  man  of 
sufficient  worth  to  support  the  market. 

Hence  this  question,  “What  are  we  worth?”  is  no  idle  specula¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  question  we  must  face  if  freedom  is  to  survive. 

The  Bible  tells  us  what  we  are  worth  to  God.  President  Eliot  of 
Harvard  often  said  that  the  strongest  argument  he  could  use  to  bring 
a  wayward  student  to  his  senses  was  to  remind  him  of  how  great  a 
sacrifice  his  parents  had  made  to  send  him  to  college.  Holy  Scripture 
makes  the  same  appeal.  It  tells  us  that  God  so  loved  us  that  He 
gave  His  Only  Begotten  Son  to  redeem  us.  Hence  when  the  Apostle 
Paul  wanted  to  lift  his  Corinthian  readers  from  their  low  state  of 
morals  he  remanded  them:  “You  are  bought  with  a  price;  therefore 
glorify  God  in  your  body  and  iq  your  spirit,  which  are  God’s.” 

The  Gospel  not  only  shows  you  what  you  are  worth  to  God,  but 
also  what  you  are  worth  to  yourself.  If  God  paid  such  a  price  for 
you,  what  value  are  you  putting  on  yourself?  Jesus  pressed  that 
question  home.  He  said,  “What  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
his  soul?” 

What  would  you  sell  your  honor  or  your  virtue  for?  Perhaps 
we  would  not  sell  our  souls  outright.  But  some  of  us  gradually  lose 
possession  of  our  souls  by  mortgaging  them.  We  do  something  shady. 
We  make  a  compromise.  Somebody  “gets  something  on  us”  which 
gives  him  a  hold  over  us.  It  is  like  a  mortgage  plastered  on  our 
personalities.  In  the  presence  of  some  people  we  cannot  call  our  souls 
our  own,  because  we  are  afraid  of  the  hold  they  have  on  us.  Insofar 
as  we  have  mortgaged  our  souls  by  wrongdoing,  we  have  that  much 
less  worth  to  ourselves. 

Question,  “What  are  we  worth  to  others?”  We  are  ever  em¬ 
phasizing  our  rights  and  privileges,  but  we  cannot  go  on  enjoying 
these  unless  we  do  our  duties.  A  free  society  cannot  continue  giving 
free  rides  to  irresponsible  people.  For  a  time  people  may  measure 
our  worth  by  the  number  of  servants  we  keep.  But  eventually  we 
are  respected  and  remembered  in  proportion  to  the  number  we  serve. 

What  was  Washington  or  Lincoln  worth?  The  answer  is  in 
service  not  dollars. 


"That  seems  to  conclude  the  announcements  of 
forthcoming  ladies'  activities  .  . 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  Week  In  Mindanao 

Mindanao  is  the  next  largest 
island  in  the  chain  of  islands  that 
are  called  the  Philippines.  Situated 
several  hundred  miles  south  of  the 
principal  island  of  Luzon,  it  has 
slightly  more  of  a  tropical  climate 
than  that  of  Luzon.  It  is  a  very  fast 
growing  island  in  population.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  people  from  Luzon  are 
coming  down  to  Mindanao  to  take 
advantage  of  the  great  future  of 
this  island,  which  is  probably  the 
brightest  of  any  of  the  islands.  The 
capital  city  of  Mindanao  is  Davao 
City,  a  great  rambling  city  claimr¬ 
ing  to  cover  more  territory  than 
any  other  city  in  the  world.  Davao 
is  spread  out  over  almost  a  thou¬ 
sand  square  miles! 

In  a  city  such  as  Danao  it  is  na¬ 
tural  that  The  Methodist  Church 
would  have  a  great  interest.  We  do 
have,  but  the  terrific  cost  of  avail¬ 
able  land  has  prevented  us  from 
being  able  to  purchase  property 
where  we  want  to  locate  more 
churches.  At  present  we  have  a 
small  church  of  twenty-five  mem¬ 
bers,  which  is  pitifully  small  for  a 
city  of  over  three  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  souls.  The  first  week  that  our 
entire  team  was  in  the  Philippines, 
three  of  the  six  teams  were  working 
here  in  the  island.  My  team  has 
worked  in  this  little  church  in 
Davao  City.  My  team  mate  for  the 
rest  of  the  trip,  by  the  way,  is  Rev. 
Jose  Valencia,  Jr.,  son  of  our  Bishop 
Jose  Valencia  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Philippines. 

Our  week  in  Mindanao  has 


brought  us  once  more  up  against 
the  growing  edge  of  our  church. 
These  places  are  always  discourag¬ 
ing,  if  one  will  look  no  farther  than 
the  first  glance.  Here  is  a  young 
pastor  receiving  about  $25  per 
month  and  his  rice.  This,  by  the 
way,  is  more  than  the  other  pastors 
on  this  island  receive.  He  has  three 
children  and  lives  in  a  three-room 
parsonage.  The  church  has  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  about  80.  Neighborhood  chil¬ 
dren  run  around  the  church  during 
the  services,  sometimes  disturbing 
the  worship.  Some  will  come  in  and 
sit  on  the  floor  directly  in  front 
of  the  speaker  and  stare  at  him. 
But  with  all  of  these  discourage¬ 
ments  one  cannot  turn  away  from 
these  people.  The  visitor  is  driven 
by  a  hidden  urge.  .  .  I  like  to  think 
/that  it  is  The  Holy  Spirit  ...  to 
share  his  Christian  experiences 
with  these  people  in  a  number  of 
ways.  There  are  thousands  here 
who  should  be  ministered  to  and 
we  have  a  little  church  about  25  by 
60  feet  to  use  as  a  base  of  oper¬ 
ations.  Let  us  be  thankful  that  these 
kindly  Philipinos  bear  all  these  dis¬ 
couragements  with  far  more  forti¬ 
tude  and  vision  than  most  of  our 
own  people  would.  Please  pray  for 
our  work  there;  then  please  try  to 
enlarge  your  mission  giving.  That’s 
(the  best  way  you  can  help. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  September  20,  1959:  PEACE  COMES  FROM  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ZECHARIAH,  CHAPTERS  7  AND  8.  LESSON 
TEXT,  ZECHARIAH  7:8-12,  8:4-8,  12-13. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountain  are  the  feet  of 
him  who  brings  good  tidings,  who  publishes  peace.  Isaiah  52:7  (RSV) 


Today  we  study  the  5th  of  the  six  lessons 
in  Unit  IX.  The  general  subject  for  the  series 
of  lessons  is,  “God’s  Desire  For  His  People.”  It 
is  quite  appropriate,  under  such  a  heading,  to 
find  the  lesson  of  today  with  the  subject,  “Peace 
Comes  From  God.” 

Our  lesson  text  today  is  taken  from  the 
Book  of  Zechariah.  This  book  is  commonly  classi¬ 
fied  as  one  of  the  twelve  minor  prophets.  The 
Book  of  Zechariah  is  one  of  the  longest  of  these 
books. 

Zechariah,  the  prophet,  was  born  in  Babylon 
while  the  Jews  were  in  exile  there.  He  was  the 
son  of  Berachiah  and  a  grandson  of  Iddo,  who 
was  a  priest.  Hence  it  is  that  Zechariah  was  a 
prophet  from  the  priestly  class,  which  was  com¬ 
mon. 

The  Book  of  Zechariah  was  written  about 
520  B.C.,  after  many  of  the  exiles  in  Babylon 
had  been  permitted  to  return  to  Jerusalem.  The 
book  has  three  principal  divisions.  The  first  six 
chapters  record  a  series  of  visions  which  had 
come  to  the  prophet  and  were  recorded  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  returned  exiles  in  one  of 
the  very  dark  periods  of  their  lives.  The  next 
two  chapters,  seven  and  eight,  from  which  our 
lesson  is  taken,  give  the  ansyer  of  the  prophet 
to  a  delegation  that  had  visited  Jerusalem  from 
Bethel  to  inquire  about  certain  fast  days  which 
they  had  been  observing  for  years.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  book  is  a  prediction  of  the  res¬ 
toration  and  prosperity  of  Jerusalem. 

A  Fruitless  Search  for  Peace 

The  earlier  verses  of  chapter  7,  preceding 
our  lesson  text,  tell  of  a  delegation,  possibly 
made  up  of  Samaritans,  who  came  to  Jerusalem 
from  Bethel,  (see  RSV)  to  inquire  about  con¬ 
tinuing  fasts  in  the  5th  and  7th  months  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  burning  of  the  Temple  and  the 
assassination  of  the  Jewish  governor  Gedaliah. 
The  fasts  had  been  observed  for  about  seventy 
years. 

Despite  their  weeping  and  fasting  there 
seemed  to  still  be  an  unsatisfied  feeling  in  their 
hearts.  These  ceremonial  observances  had  not 
brought  the  peace  of  heart  that  all  of  us  want. 
The  prophet  answers  the  question  of  the  dele¬ 
gation  with  a  question.  He  asks,  whether  in 
their  mourning  and  fasting,  if  they  were  really 
doing  this  unto  the  Lord  or  was  it  simply  to 
satisfy  themselves.  He  reminds  them  of  the 
words  of  the  prophets  of  other  days  that  had 
prophesied  for  their  fathers  before  the  exile. 
Their  fathers  had  been  warned  of  the  futility  of 
formal,  ceremonial  worship  without  sincerity  of 
heart  and  cleanliness  of  character. 

Formal,  ritualistic  worship  is  just  as  worth¬ 
less  today  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Zechariah,  if 
we  lack  earnestness  and  sincerity.  It  is  still  true 
that  “Man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance, 
but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart.”  1  Samuel 
16:7.  Usually  worship  is  satisfying  in  proportion 
to  its  sincerity. 

Qualities  of  Character  That  Produce  Peace 

The  first  verse  in  our  lesson  text,  verse  8, 
really  breaks  the  line  of  thought  between  verses 
seven  and  nine.  Zechariah  is  reminding  this 
delegation  from  Bethel  of  the  things  God 
through  the  prophets  had  spoken  to  their  fathers 
before  the  exile.  Verse  seven  reads,  “Should  ye 
not  hear  the  words  which  the  Lord  cried  by  the 
former  prophets,  when  Jerusalem,  was  inhabited 
and  in  prosperity,  and  the  cities  thereof  round 


about  her,  when  men  inhabited  the  south  and 
the  plain.” 

Verses  nine  and  ten  are  a  continuation  of 
that  thought  and  outline  the  qualities  of '  char¬ 
acter  which  God,  through  the  prophets,  had  told 
their  fathers  were  necessary  to  peace  of  heart 
and  peace  with  God. 

They  were  told  to  render  true  judgments  in 
dealing  with  others,  show  kindness  and  mercy 
to  their  fellow  man.  They  must  not  oppress  the 
widow  or  the  fatherless  or  the  sojourner  or  the 
poor.  No  one  was  to  devise  evil  against  his 
brother. 

It  was  this  attitude  toward  others  which  the 
Lord  indicated  was  much  more  important  than 
form  and  character  of  worship.  This  indicates 
that  no  one  can  worship  God  meaningfully  who 
mistreats  his  fellow  man.  Neither  can  one  have 
true  peace  of  heart  who  is  not  at  peace  with  his 
fellow  man. 

The  Folly  of  Refusing  To  Hear 

The  delegation  was  told  that,  after  these 
warnings  by  the  prophets,  their  fathers  had  “re¬ 
fused  to  harken,  and  pulled  away  the  shoulder, 
and  stopped  their  ears.” 

Possibly  we  have  all  seen  little  children, 
when  they  did  not  want  to  hear  what  was  being 
said,  put  their  fingers  in  their  ears  and  refuse 
to  listen.  Earstopping  is  childish  whether  done 
by  a  little  child  or  a  grown-up.  Furthermore  it 
is  just  as  foolish  as  it  is  childish. 

We  do  not  change  the  truth  by  refusing  to 
hear  it.  We  do  not  lessen  our  responsibility  at 
any  point  by  refusing  to  hear  the  truth  about  it. 
We  would  think  it  the  height  of  folly  for  a  pupil 
to  sit  in  a  class  where  instructions  are  being 
given,  with  his  ears  stopped.  If  it  is  foolish  to 
cheat  ourselves  out  of  intellectual  development 
by  stopping  our  ears,  how  much  more  foolish 
it  is  to  refuse  to  hear  truth  that  has  to  do  with 
spiritual  development. 

The  Double  Dangers  of  a  Hard  Heart 

We  are  told  that  the  Israelites,  before  the 
exile,  “Made  their  hearts  as  an  adamentstone.” 
We  are  all  familiar  with  the  fact  that  hardening 
of  the  arteries,  in  physical  life,  is  always  danger¬ 
ous  to  health  and  often  fatal.  The  hardening  of 
the  heart,  spiritually,  is  always  dangerous  and 
it  too  is  often  fatal,  spiritually. 

We  usually  think  of  the  hardhearted  person 
as  one  who  has  a  calloused  indifference  toward 
the  claims  which  God  has  upon  him.  He  has 
heard  and  rejected  God’s  call  until  he  no  longer 
hears  or  feels  spiritually  those  calls.  Paul  de¬ 
scribes  this  condition  of  life  a  little  differently 
when  he  speaks  of  “Having  their  conscience 
seared  with  a  hot  iron.”  1  Timothy  4:2. 

Such  a  condition  of  life  also  affects  one’s 
relation  to  people  about  him.  The  hardhearted 
can  look  on  the  needs  and  sufferings  of  his  fel¬ 
low  man  with  little  feeling. 

It  was  such  an  attitude  of  heart  and  spirit 
in  the  lives  of  the  Israelites  that  caused  the 
Lord  to  permit  them  to  be  over-run  by  their 
enemies  and  carried  into  exile.  It  was  not  that 
God  had  forsaken  them;  they  had  forsaken  God. 
For  this  reason  the  writer  tells  us  that,  “There¬ 
fore  came  a  great  wrath  from  the  Lord  of  hosts.” 
Verse  14  of  chapter  seven  reads,  “I  scattered 
them  with  a  whirlwind  among  all  the  nations 
whom  they  knew  not.” 

Zechariah  is  saying,  in  effect,  to  the  dele¬ 
gation  from  Bethel  that  their  formal  worship  of 


God  might  bring  upon  them  the  “great  wrath 
from  the  Lord”  and  scatter  them  among  the 
nations  unless  they  sought  peace  of  heart  by 
worshiping  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Jerusalem  To  Be  a  Peaceful  City 

With  chapter  eight,  from  which  the  second 
selection  of  our  lesson  text  is  taken,  the  prophet 
seems  to  turn  from  the  darker  picture  he  had 
painted  for  the  Bethel  delegation  to  a  more 
hopeful  situation.  He  begins  to  picture  for  the 
discouraged  group  at  Jerusalem  a  new  situation 
for  Jerusalem.  The  city  was  yet  in  ruins  with 
only  a  small  beginning  having  been  made 
toward  rebuilding. 

The  prophet  pictures  a  vision  of  the  returns 
of  the  Lord  to  Jerusalem  with  His  protecting, 
undergirding  power.  The  Lord  is  to  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  Jerusalem. 

There  were  two  things  which  indicated  to 
the  Jew  that  God  was  blessing  and  protecting 
and  prospering  them. 

(1)  To  live  to  a  ripe  old  age  was  a  special 
sign  of  God’s  favor.  Hence  the  prophet  in- 
visioned  a  time  when  old  men  and  old  women 
would  be  dwelling  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem. 
They  would  be  people  old  enough  to  need  a  staff 
to  lean  upon  as  they  walked. 

(2)  To  the  Jew,  a  home  barren  of  children 
was  a  mark  of  disfavor  of  God.  So  in  the  new 
city  of  Jerusalem  the  prophet  declares  that  “The 
streets  of  the  city  shall  be  full  of  boys  and  girls 
playing  in  the  streets  thereof.” 

Promises  God  Makes  To  Israel 

The  Lord  says  through  Zechariah  that  the 
promises  he  is  making  may  seem  marvelous  in 
the  sight  of  the  “Remnant  of  this  people,”  but 
it  would  not  be  marvelous  in  the  eyes  of  a  God 
of  power. 

God  is  saying  to  the  remnant  that  He  will 
bring  back  to  Jerusalem  His  people  from  the 
east  country  and  from  the  west  country,  that 
had  been  scattered  and  they  too  would  add  to 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  The  Lord  adds  “They  shall  be  my  people, 
and  I  will  be  their  God,  in  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness.”  This  was  indeed  a  marvelous  and  encour¬ 
aging  message  for  the  down-cast  remnant  now 
working  toward  the  restoration  of  Jerusalem. 

Peace  Comes  From  God 

Our  lesson  subject  today  is  “Peace  Comes 
From  God.”  This  of  course  does  not  mean  that 
peace  comes  from  God  as  an  unconditional  gift. 
Peace  comes  through  conformity  to  God’s  plans 
for  life  of  the  individual  and  the  life  of  the 
nation. 

One  of  the  most  desperate  desires  of  the 
human  heart  is  for  peace.  It  is  a  paradoxical 
thing  that  man  desires  peace  so  much  that  he 
will  fight  in  an  effort  to  attain  it.  We  remember 
the  principal  slogan  of  World  War  II.  It  was  “A 
War  To  End  All  Wars.”  Part  of  the  world  want¬ 
ed  peace  so  badly  that  it  engaged  in  the  most 
terrible  war  of  history  with  the  hope  of  ending 
wars  and  entering  a  period  of  unending  peace. 

The  Hague  Peace  Palace  was  built  just  be¬ 
fore  World  War  I;  the  Geneva  Peace  Palace  was 
built  just  before  World  War  II  and  now  the 
League  of  Nations  Building  in  New  York  is  the 
center  of  our  hopes  for  peace.  Before  we  truly 
have  world  peace  we  must  realize  that  “Peace 
Comes  From  God.”  That  is  to  say  that  peace 
will  come  only  when  the  world  accepts  God’s 
plan  for  human  relationships.  Every  plan  man 
has  ever  made  to  preserve  peace  has  broken 
down  up  to  now.  It  is  our  feeling  that  they  will 
continue  to  break  down  until  we  are  able  to 
write  into  our  peace  plans  the  eternal  plan  of 
God  for  life  in  the  world  God  created.  It  is  just 
as  true  for  nations  as  it  is  true  or  individual 
lives,  that  peace  can  come  only  when  life  has 
been  brought  into  accord  with  God’s  plans  for 
life. 

With  Peace  Comes  Prosperity  and  Usefulness 

Zechariah  says  that  in  that  new  day,  “The 
seed  shall  be  prosperous;  the  vine  shall  give  her 
fruit,  and  the  ground  shall  give  her  increase.” 
As  a  result  of  this  new  day  and  this  new  spirit 
in  Jerusalem,  Zechariah  says  of  the  Israelites, 
“Ye  shall  be  a  blessing.”  Spiritual  prosperity 
combined  with  material  prosperity  would  make 
of  the  Jews  a  blessing  to  the  world.  What  a 
blessing  America  could  be  to  the  world,  if  we 
could  combine  a  great  spiritual  prosperity  with 
our  material  prosperity. 
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METHODISTS  OF  HAYNESVILLE  have  re¬ 
cently  contributed  funds  to  cover  the  cost 
of  a  bicycle  for  use  by  Raiji  M.  Rathod,  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  India.  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is  the  Haynesville 
pastor. 

SGT.  EMERSON  DUHON  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Police  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  regular 
meeting  at  the  Westlake  Methodist  Men’s  organ¬ 
ization  on  Wednesday  evening,  August  19.  S.  R. 
Burch,  president,  presided. 

DR.  GEORGE  POOL,  minister  of  music  and 
education  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  for  the  past  one  and 
one-half  years,  has  assumed  duties  as  minister 
of  music  of  The  North  Church  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

MISS  GERALDINE  HUNT,  serving  with  the 
Holston  Valley  Rural  County,  Virginia,  a 
Woman’s  Division  project,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  evening  service  at  the  Haynesville  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  August  30.  Miss  Hunt  is  a 
former  resident  of  Haynesville. 

A  REVIVAL  was  held  at  the  Southside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  August  23-28  with  Rev.  Loyd 
Williams,  pastor  of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist 
Church,  as  the  guest  minister.  There  were  15 
additions  to  the  church.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Southside  Methodist  Church. 

MR.  A.  H.  BARTSCHMID,  Shreveport  Layman, 
filled  the  pulpit  at  the  Mooringsport  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  August  23,  for  the 
morning  service.  R.  B.  Gibbs  of  Shreveport  was 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  evening  service.  Rev. 
Troy  Garrett,  Mooringsport  pastor,  was  holding 
a  revival  at  Atlanta. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES  WEEK  for  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  was  held 
August  16-20  under  the  direction  of  Ron  De- 
viller,  youth  director.  The  theme  for  the  program 
was  “To  Be  A  Christian.”  Activities  included 
recreation,  discussion  groups  and  worship  serv¬ 
ices. 

EV.  HOWARD  DAUGHENBAUGH,  JR.,  di¬ 
rector  of  Wesley  Foundation  for  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity,  Newcomb  College,  and  L.S.U.  in  New 
Orleans,  was  the  guest  preacher  at  the  two 
morning  services,  August  16,  at  the  Castle  Manor 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Potter  is  the  pastor. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Moor¬ 
ingsport  Methodist  Church,  Mooringsport, 
Louisiana  had  its  monthly  meeting  August  17, 
having  their  wives  as  guests  for  a  covered  dish 
dinner.  The  speaker  for  the  evening  was  Rev. 
Hamton  who  spoke  on  the  work  being  done  by 
the  Rescue  Mission  of  Shreveport.  The  program 
was  enjoyed  by  everyone  attending. 

REV.  C.  D.  PINKARD,  pastor  at  Lutcher  an¬ 
nounces  a  fall  revival  at  the  Lutcher  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  September  20-25.  Rev.  Theron  Mc- 
Kisson  of  Grayson  will  be  the  visiting  preacher. 
The  Mangham  family  of  Baton  Rouge,  will  assist 
in  the  singing.  Services  will  be  held  at  7:30 
p.m.  daily.  Good  attendance  and  interest  is  ex¬ 
pected. 

DR.  W.  EARL  HOTALEN  of  Baton  Rouge, 
executive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation,  was  the  guest  preacher 
at  the  Kenner  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
August  16.  Rev.  Lawson  Pricthett,  new  director 
of  Christian  Education  at  the  Kenner  Church, 
conducted  services  on  Sunday  August  23.  Rev. 
Marvin  H.  Coley  is  the  Kenner  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  DON  GUYNES  were  honored 
with  a  reception  at  the  First  Methodist 


Church  in  Little  Rock  on  Sunday  evening  August 
30.  Rev.  Mr.  Guynes  has  been  serving  as  the 
associate  minister  of  First  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  and  was  recently  named  director  of  re¬ 
ligious  activities  and  instructor  of  Bible  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Twenty-five  young  people  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Minden,  together  with  three 
adult  counselors,  Rev.  William  Peeples,  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
die  Brasell,  and  Mrs.  Horace  Upton,  participated 
in  a  five  day  Tour  Camp,  during  the  period, 
August  10-14,  visiting  points  of  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Texas,  Okla¬ 
homa,  and  Arkansas. 

UR  YOUNG  PERSONS  of  the  Pollock  and 
Selma  Methodist  Churches  presented  a  pro¬ 
gram  at  an  evening  service  in  that  church  in 
the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hock- 
enhull.  Those  participating  included  Miss  Cath- 
leen  Gates,  Miss  Pat  Hearne,  Miss  Gloria  Faye 
Kelly,  and  Harold  Owers.  The  program  con¬ 
cerned  the  work  of  Wesley  Foundation  and  the 
Wesley  Foundation  Centers. 

YOUTH  OF  THE  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria  held  their  annual  youth  activi¬ 
ties  week,  August  17-20,  using  as  a  theme, 
“Prayer.”  Among  those  sharing  in  the  leadership 
of  the  program  were  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  First 
Church  pastor,  Lynne  Davis,  Ralph  Howard,  J. 
N.  Fomby,  John  Thomas,  Bill  Edwards,  Rev. 
Conrad  Edwards,  Vernon  Gordon,  >and  Rev. 
Cecil  Benoit. 

DR.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  will  speak  Sunday  at  the 
morning  services  at  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  where  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex 
is  pastor.  Dr.  Cooke,  former  pastor  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  will 
speak  at  the  8:30  and  11  a.m.  services- and  also 
will  address  a  Sunday  School  class  at  9:30  a.m. 
At  6:30  p.m.,  he  will  speak  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  R.  WENDT  was  the  guest  preacher  at 
the  annual  Homecoming  Service  in  Mound- 
ville,  Missouri  on  Sunday,  August  23.  Rev.  Mr. 
Wendt  was  pastor  of  the  Moundville  church 
during  the  period  1930-33.  Rev.  Mr.  Wendt  is 
pastor  of  Wynn  Memorial  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Hebert  Gant,  director  of  youth  activities  of  the 
church  and  Centenary  College  student  conducted 
services  at  Wynn  Memorial  in  the  absence  of 
the  pastor. 

REV.  B.  D.  BODDIE,  retired  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  residing  in  Jena, 
preached  at  the  morning  service  at  the  Selma 
and  Pollock  Methodist  church  on  August  23. 
Rev.  Boddie  was  formerly  pastor  of  these 
churches.  The  Selma  Methodist  Church  recently 
begun  a  Sunday  evening  fellowship  program  for 
all  age  groups.  This  program  is  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  W.  W.  Lyles,  church  school  superin¬ 
tendent.  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull  is  pastof. 

BISHOP  DANA  DAWSON  of  Topeka,  Kansas, 
was  the  guest  preacher  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  on  Sunday,  August 
30.  Bishop  Dawson  was  pastor  of  First  Church 
during  the  period  1934-1948.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 
of  Shreveport,  executive  secretary  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  Board  of  Education,  was  the 
guest  preacher  at  an  earlier  worship  service 
Sunday  morning  at  First  Church  and  also  at 
the  Sunday  evening  worship  service. 

REV.  MARVIN  CORLEY,  pastor  of  the  Kenner 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  minister 
in  revival  service  at  the  Douglas  Methodist 
Church,  July  26-31.  Services  were  held  twice 


daily.  Rev.  David  Corley  is  the  Choudrant- 
Douglas  pastor.  At  Choudrant,  Rev.  Don  Wine- 
inger,  pastor  of  the  McGuire  Methodist  Church 
of  West  Monroe,  was  the  evangelist  for  services 
held  August  2-7.  The  Choudrant  church  com¬ 
pleted  the  installation  of  an  air  conditioning 
just  prior  to  the  special  services. 

SPEAKERS  REPRESENTING  different  faiths 
were  heard  in  the  annual  Inter-Faith  Youth 
Week  in  DeRidder,  August  17-23.  Youth  of  the 
"First  Methodist,  Wesley  Methodist,  Presbyterian, 
and  Trinity  Episcopal  churches  participated  in 
the  program.  Services  were  held  in  the  various 
participating  churches.  Speakers  included  Rev. 
H.  Don  Guynes  of  Lake  Charles,  Methodist;  Rev. 
David  Conegys  of  DeRidder,  Episcopal;  Rabbi 
Jerome  Marks  of  Lake  Charles,  Jewish;  and 
Rev.  Dan  McNeal  of  DeRidder,  Presbyterian. 

REV.  ARTHUR  M.  BAKER,  associate  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  at  New  Orleans, 
was  the  guest  speaker  for  youth  activities  week 
at  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
at  New  Orleans,  August  23-27.  The  theme  for 
the  services  was  “God’s  Church  In  Yours.”  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  evening  meal,  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  con¬ 
ducted  services  in  the  church  sanctuary.  Inter¬ 
mediate,  senior,  and  older  youth  groups  then 
divided  into  thfe  respective  sections  to  hear  guest 
speakers  and  conduct  informal  discussion. 

REV.  J.  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
Church  of  DeRidder,  was  the  evangelist  in 
a  youth  revival  at  the  DeQuincy  Methodist 
Church  August  23-30.  Rev.  Jack  Winegart  of 
Lake  Arthur  was  in  charge  of  music  and  con¬ 
ducted  youth  activities  following  evening  serv¬ 
ices.  According  to  the  DeQuincy  pastor,  Rev. 
Hubert  Gibbs,  “services  were  well  attended,  and 
there  was  much  interest.”  Many  DeQuincy  youth 
shared  in  the  taking  of  a  religious  census  prior 
to  the  beginning  of  the  series  of  services.  A 
number  of  prayer  meetings  were  held  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  preceding  the  services. 

METHODIST  MEN  of  the  Wynn  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  viewed  a  , 
film  on  “The  Most  Mechanized  Post  Office  in 
The  World”  at  its  regular  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
August  25  at  the  church’s  educational  building. 
The  film  was  shown  by  Sam  Burleson,  public 
relations  director  for  the  Shreveport  post  office. 
Prior  to  the  showing,  Arthur  L.  Layton,  Shreve¬ 
port  postmaster,  gave  a  brief  talk  on  local  serv¬ 
ices.  The  film  was  based  on  the  new  Washington, 
D.C.  post  office  setup.  Travis  Pace  is  president 
of  The  Methodist  Men  at  Wynn,  and  Rev.  W.  R. 
Wendt  is  pastor. 

DR.  MARVIN  SANSBERRY  of  Hammond  was 
the  featured  speaker  in  a  series  of  services 
during  youth  activities  week  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hammond,  August  9-15.  The 
theme  for  the  week  was  “A  Christian  Faith 
For  Youth.”  The  program  began  each  evening 
with  an  evening  meal,  and  included  a  period  of 
discussion,  fellowship,  singing,  recreation,  and 
worship.  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  Hammond 
pastor,  delivered  the  keynote  message  for  the 
week  at  the  Sunday  evening  service,  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  of  dedication  was  held  on  Friday 
evening.  The  week’s  activities  was  concluded 
with  an  all  day  out  at  Pontchartrain  Beach. 
Tommy  Hebert  is  president  of  the  Hammond 
MYF. 

Rev.  JACK  COOKE,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Iberia,  was  the  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  at  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  August  23 
through  August  28.  Jerry  Fuller,  Minister  of 
Music  and  Education  for  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Iberia,  as  the  song  leader.  Serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  the  regular  worship  hours  on 
Sunday  and  each  day  during  the  week  at  7:30 
in  the  morning  and  7:30  in  the  evening.  The 
Bunkie  pastor,  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Jr.,  reported 
that  attendance  was  good  for  both  morning  and 
evening  services  and  increased  each  day  during 
the  revival.  Each  evening  at  6:00  o’clock  supper 
was  served  to  the  young  people  by  Woman’s 
Society  members,  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
and  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club.  At  the  supper 
period  each  night,  church  officials  presented  the 
work  of  the  Official  Board  and  Commissions  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  study  by  the  young 
people. 
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Grace  Willingham  Centenary  College  Begins  135th  Year 
Receives  Hargrove 
Scholarship 


The  $450  Reginald  H.  Hargrove 
Memorial  Scholarship  to  Centenary 
College  has  been  awarded  to  a 
young  Methodist  woman  fromi  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.,  for  the  1959-60  school 
year. 

Grace  Nuel  Willingham,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Willingham, 
has  been  granted  the  scholarship, 
one  of  the  largest  available  on  the 
local  campus.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Cockerell  Hill  Methodist 
Church,  where  she  was  active  in 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
other  youth  activities. 

A  spring  graduate  of  Sunset  High 
School,  she  was  an  honor  student 
there  and  participated  in  the  Girls’ 
Drill  Team.  She  plans  to  become  a 
teacher  of  English  in  elementary 
schools  upon  her  graduation  from 
Centenary,  where  she  will  be  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  freshman. 

Mrs.  Hargrove  established  the 
scholarship  in  memory  of  her  late 
husband,  who  was  killed  in  a  plane 
crash  near  Wallace  Lake  a  number 
of  years  ago. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Hargrove,  who 
resides  in  Shreveport,  also  has  pre¬ 
sented  $450  to  the  college  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  grandson  and  grand 
nephew,  Robert  Clyde  Hargrove, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Ward  Fowler,  re¬ 
spectively,  who  lost  their  lives  in 
an  automobile  crash  in  1952.  Both 
boys  would  have  been  16  years  of 
age  this  fall,  and  Mrs.  Hargrove 
indicated  she  would  like  the  sum 
to  be  used  to  provide  scholarship 
assistance  for  one  or  more  boys  as 
near  that  age  as  possible. 

Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  chairman 
of  the  scholarship  committee,  said 
the  committee  will  meet  within  the 
next  week  or  two  to  select  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  the  assistance. 


The  Per-Capita  District  Rating  of  Giving  to 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Of  The  Louisiana  Conference 

For  the  SIXTH  Year  and  the  total  SIX  YEARS 


Districts 

Raised 

6th 

Year 

Per-Capita 

6th 

Year 

Total 

Raised 

6  Years 

Total 
Per-Capit 
6  Years 

Shreveport  .... 

..$2,825.47 

.11-93 

$16,594.57 

.71-48 

Alexandria  .... 

...  863.59 

'.08-52 

5,000.49 

.51-20 

Lafayette  . 

...  1,095.17 

.10-56 

4,543.07 

.44-41 

New  Orleans 

...  848.77 

.05-65 

4,473.19 

.37-58 

Monroe 

...  784.57 

.05-21 

4,670.26 

.31-57 

Ruston  . 

...  620.54 

.05-02 

4,137.67 

.31-52 

Lake  Charles 

..  608.61 

.05-14 

3,242.93 

.28-88 

Baton  Rouge 

...  853.02 

.03-96 

4,206.92 

.21-00 

Totals  . 

$8,499.74 

.07-08 

$47,869.10 

.40-56 

GIFTS  FROM  OUT  OF 

STATE  . 

28.00 

Centenary  College  will  formally  launch  its  135th  year  of  educational 
conference  with  the  annual  faculty  pre-registration  conference  tomorrow 
and  Saturday  in  the  Moore  Student  Center  on  the  Shreveport  campus. 

Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz  of  B’nai  Zion  Temple,  who  was  awarded  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  by  Centenary  several  years  ago,  will 
give  the  invocation  at  9  a.m.  tomorrow,  when  the  program  will  be  con¬ 
vened.  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle  will  deliver  his  annual  address  to  the  faculty 
and  staff,  tracing  progress  made  during  the  past  year  and  outlining  plans 
for  the  1959-60  academic  year. 

New  faculty  and  staff  members  will  be  introduced  by  Dean  Leroy 
Vogel  as  follows:  Dr.  J.  Howard  Allen,  dean  of  students  and  director  of 
-  admissions;  Howard  M.  Elder,  di¬ 
rector  of  evening  division  and  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  Latin;  Harry 
Don  Guynes,  instructor  in  Bible,  or¬ 
dained  Methodist  minister  and  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  life,  and  Marvin 
Wayne  Hanson,  assistant  professor 
of  chemistry. 

Also,  Barry  Lynn  Johnson,  in¬ 
structor  in  physical  education;  Dr. 
Earle  Gene  Labor,  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  English,  who  actually  is  re¬ 
turning  to  Centenary  from  a  leave 
of  absence  granted  him  to  complete 
work  for  the  PhD  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin;  Helen  Houston  Line- 
berger,  dean  of  women,  and  Robert 
W.  Header,  instructor  in  geology. 

Dean  Vogel,  Dean  Allen  and  Dean 
Lineberger  will  speak  briefly  con¬ 
cerning  their  plans  for  the  current 
school  year. 

At  2  p.m.,  a  panel  discussion  will 
be  held  on  the  topic,  “Prescribed 
Courses  in  the  Liberal  Arts  Cur¬ 
riculum.”  Dr.  John  R.  Willingham, 
professor  of  English,  will  be  chair¬ 
man.  Speakers  will  be  Dr.  W.  W. 
Pate,  head  of  the  department  of 
commerce  and  economics,  and  Dr. 
John  B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  chemistry. 

The  Saturday  program  will  open 
at  9  a.m.  with  a  general  faculty 
meeting  at  which  brief  reports  will 
be  given  by  the  following:  honor 
system,  Dr.  Lee  Morgan,  associate 
professor  of  English;  library  com¬ 
mittee,  Dr.  Pate,  chairman  of  the 
library  committee;  library  plans 
and  operations,  Alice  S.  Alben, 
science  librarian;  publicity,  Mar¬ 
garet  McDonald,  director  of  the 
News  Bureau,  and  faculty  benefits, 
John  McCook,  college  treasurer. 

A  meeting  of  the  Faculty  Club 
will  follow  the  general  session,  and 
meetings  of  the  academic  divisions 
will  take  place  at  10  a.m.  Dr.  W.  F. 
Pledger,  chairman,  will  preside  at 
the  social  sciences  divisional  meet¬ 
ing.  Dr.  Virginia  Carlton  will  pre¬ 
side  over  the  meeting  for  the  na¬ 
tural  sciences  division,  and  Dr.  Wil¬ 
lingham  will  serve  as  chairman  for 
the  humanities  division.  Freshman 
counsellors  will  hold  a  special 
meeting  with  Dean  Allen  at  11  a.m. 


Mrs.  G.  M.  Anderson 
Again  Gives  Special 
Assistance  Gift 

A  gift  of  $1,000,  earmarked  for 
special  assistance  to  three  outstand¬ 
ing  coeds,  has  been  presented  to 
Centenary  College  again  this  year 
by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Anderson  of  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Mrs.  Anderson  gave  a  similar  sum 
last  year  and  indicated  to  Dr.  R. 
Leonard  Cooke,  chairman  of  the 
scholarship  committee,  that  she  will 
continue  the  annual  gifts  over  a 
four-year  period,  enabling  the  three 
coeds  to  be  graduated  on  the  local 
campus. 

Carol  Tyler  of  Logansport  and 
Frances  Jo  Littrell  of  Plano,  Tec., 
will  receive  $325  each  from  the 
sum,  and  Judy  Thurmon  of  Ring- 
gold  will  receive  $350  for  the  1959- 
60  academic  year.  The  three  were 
recipients  of  assistance  from  Mrs. 
Anderson  last  year,  during  their 
freshman  year  on  the  local  campus. 

Mrs.  Anderson’s  husband  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  oil  industry  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees.  He  has  served 
on  the  official  board  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  is  active  in  Meth¬ 
odist  laymen’s  activities. 

President  Joe  J.  Mickle  and  the 
three  recipients  joined  with  Dr. 
Cooke  in  expressing  appreciation  to 
Mrs.  Anderson  for  her  gift. 


Special  large  gifts  from 

Shreveport  District  . 

Interest  of  Special  funds  . 

Total  Cash  raised  first  SIX  years 


$23,084.72 

255.50 

$71,137.32 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Sept.  11  District  Directors  of  Camping 
Sept.  21  Baton  Rouge  District  Public 
Relations  Seminar 

Sept.  22  Alexandria  District  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Seminar 

Sept.  27  Church  School  Rally  Day 
Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education 
Week 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-Year  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting, 
Natchitoches 

Oct.  4  World  Wide  Communion. 

Church  School  Year  Begins 
Oct.  11  Methodist  Children’s  Home — 
Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 
(4) 

Oct.  12,  13  Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 


Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams,  Pastor 
First  Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana  will  hold  revival  services 
at  the  Claiborne  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  September  16-27. 
Services  each  evening  at  7:30.  Be¬ 
ginning  Monday  21,  there  will  be 
morning  services  at  10:30.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  cordially  invited.  Rev.  T.  A. 
Brown  is  pastor. 


Vivian  Church 
Hears  Lecture 
On  Alaska 

Miss  Anna  Clark  Whitaker, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  C. 
Whitaker  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  of 
New  Orleans  (Former  Pastor  of  the 
Vivian  Methodist  Church)  gave  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  “Alaska  Work 
Camp”  at  the  Vivian  Methodist 
Church  Sunday  evening,  August  30. 
She  has  just  returned  from  work¬ 
ing  for  six  weeks  at  the  Ecumenical 
Youth  Work  Camp  at  Kodiak,  Alas¬ 
ka;  where  with  some  ten  other  col¬ 
lege  youth  of  varied  denominations 
she  worked  at  a  Children’s  Home 
for  Russian  Aleut  children. 

The  village  of  Kodiak  is  located 
right  on  the  Pacific,  on  the  island 
of  Kodiak.  It  is  a  picturesque  fish¬ 
ing  village  built  in  the  little  space 
between  the  shore  and  mountains. 
The  scenery  is  most  beautiful. 
There  are  mountains  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  see.  Snow-capped  moun¬ 
tains,  the  Pacific,  several  small 
islands,  and  the  mighty  fir  trees. 
This  island  was  settled  by  the  Rus¬ 
sians  and  still  has  many  marks  of 
their  influence.  There  is  a  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  here  which  the 
group  visited. 

The  mission  is  rather  small.  There 
are  three  buildings  in  which  the 
children  live — fourteen  children  in 
a  building.  A  great  many  of  them 
are  Russian-Alcut  in  back-ground. 
They  do  not  like  to  be  referred  to 
as  Indians,  but  rather  the  term  Rus¬ 
sian,  Aleut,  or  both.  We  eat  with 
the  children  with  whom  we  live 
with.  There  are  two  girls  assigned 
to  each  building.  We  have  a  house¬ 
mother  (just  like  we  do  at  Cen¬ 
tenary.  Miss  Whitaker  will  be  a 
Junior  at  Centenary  this  Fall)  ex¬ 
cept  this  one  prepares  the  meals  for 
us  and  acts  as  a  mother  to  all  the 
children. 

Miss  Whitaker  is  a  very  dedicated 
personality  and  all  enjoyed  her  vis¬ 
it  to  our  Church  and  let  us  all  pray 
for  our  Youth  to  develop  their  po¬ 
tential  abilities  in  bringing  in  God’s 
Kingdom  in  Service. 
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Active  Summer  Had 
By  David  Haas 
Memorial  Church 

The  Young  People  of  the.  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
had  an  active  and  profitable  sum¬ 
mer  under  the  able  leadership  of 
the  student  minister  for  the  sum¬ 
mer,  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  who  at¬ 
tends  Emory  University,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Atlanta,  Geor¬ 
gia. 

The  Commission  on  Education  set 
up  a  schedule  of  activities  for  each 
group,  as  follows:  Monday  and  Fri¬ 
day  afternoons,  Junior  Activities; 
Wednesday  afternoon,  Primary  Ac¬ 
tivities;  and  Wednesday  Evening, 
Youth  Activities.  Each  group  had 
inspirational  programs  and  devo¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  fun  and  fellowship. 
The  young  people  had  a  program 
for  the  W.S.C.S.  one  morning  de¬ 
picting  a  regular  MLY.F.  meeting. 
They  also  gave  the  radio  devotion- 
als,  over  Station  KAPB,  each  morn¬ 
ing  for  a  week. 

A  special  Youth  Activities  Week 
was  held  in  connection  with  the 
summer  revival  at  the  church,  at 
which  time  the  young  people  also 
enjoyed  a  supper  period,  and  in¬ 
struction  period  on  local  church  or¬ 
ganization  and  recreation  each  night. 

This  series  of  summer  activities 
ended  Sunday  night  August  30,  with 
the  young  people  taking  charge  of 
the  evening  service.  Jayne  Kelley 
presided  and  the  following  youth 
gave  interesting  and  informative  re¬ 
ports:  Monty  Townsend  —  Vacation 
Church  School;  Linn  Caraway  — 
First  Junior  Camp;  Gene  Griffin — 
M.Y.F.  State  Conference;  John  Ed¬ 
win  Elliott  —  Intermediate  Camp; 
Sandra  Goodell — Senior  Workshop; 
Donna  Tebow  —  Second  Junior 
Camp;  and  Wayne  Harper  —  Local 
Youth  Activities  for  the  Summer. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Cilko 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  year 
of  Cilko  Sub-District,  Lake  Charles 
District  was  held  July  the  27th  at 
Fairview  Methodist  Church.  The 
meeting  consisted  of  a  worship  pre¬ 
sented  by  Fairview  which  was  led 
by  Judy  Hebert  with  James  Beniot, 
Jan  Grayson,  and  Jane  Hebert  as¬ 
sisting. 

Following  the  worship  the  busi¬ 
ness  session  was  held  with  plans 
for  the  annual  sub-district  picnic 
and  the  planning  retreat  being  dis¬ 
cussed.  Adult  workers  were  also 
presented  to  the  group. 

The  -  program  which  was  on  MY 
Fund  was  presented  by  Mary  Jane 
Metzger  and  Nathan  Denny.  At  the 
end  of  this  service  each  church  made 
a  pledge  to  the  budget  of  the  sub- 
district  for  the  coming  year. 

The  highlight  of  the  night  was  a 
White  Elephant  Auction  Sale.  The 
profits  were  a  very  good  time  for 
all  and  $16.00. 

Four  of  the  sub-district  members 
attended  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Work¬ 
shop  for  leadership  training.  They 
are:  Miss  Charlotte  Malarkey,  Miss 
Gale  Morgan,  Miss  Judy  Mayo,  and 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Packwood.  Ten  attended 
the  National  Convocation  of  MYF. 
They  are:  Miss  Charlotte  Malarkey, 
Miss  Donna  Johnson,  Miss  Carole 
Dean,  Miss  Betty  Seaman,  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  Mayo,  Miss  Judy  Mayo,  Bill 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Vivian 

College-age  students  of  the  Vivi¬ 
an,  La.,  Methodist  Church  met  for 
a  pre-school  social  time  and  dis¬ 
cussion  period  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roby  Spears  Sunday 
morning,  August  30,  at  9:30  a.m. 
Mrs.  Woodrow  Mueller,  WSCS 
Chairman  of  Student  Work  presid¬ 
ed,  and  the  pastor  Rev.  Alfred  M. 
Brown  brought  a  talk  on  “The 
Function  of  Doubt  in  Developing 
Faith.”  Others  present  included  Dr. 
Harry  Garrett,  teacher  of  the  group, 
and  the  following  Youth:  Edith  Eli¬ 
ott,  Margetta  Spears,  Laura  Miles, 
Jane  Traylor,  Marian  Kibler,  Doro¬ 
thy  Mueller,  Bobbye  Lou  Lawrence, 
Ronnie  Hall,  Kenneth  Henderkson, 
and  Micheal  Shivey. 


West  Monroe 

A  journey  to  the  Smoky  Mountain 
National  Park  was  taken  by  eight 
youth  and  three  adults  of  McGuire 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe 
the  week  beginning  August  17. 

Highlights  of  the  trip  included  a 
visit  to  Rock  City,  Chattanooga;  a 
visit  to  Pittman  Center,  a  Home 
Missions  institution  run  by  the 
Methodist  Church;  the  attendance 
at  the  drama,  Unto  These  Hills;  and 
a  three  mile  hike  to  Mt.  Kephart. 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday 
nights  were  spent  camping  out  in 
the  national  park. 

The  purposes  of  the  trip  were  to 
learn  more  about  home  mission 
work,  to  appreciate  the  beauty  of 
God’s  creation  in  nature,  to  grow 
in  Christian  fellowship,  and  to  learn 
resourcefulness  in  basic  living. 

How  was  such  a  trip  possible? 
Interested  adults,  determined  youth, 
and  hard  work  raised  about  two- 
fifths  of  the  cost  of  the  entire  trip. 
The  balance  of  the  amount  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  each  individual  who  made 
the  trip. 

Those  who  made  the  trip  were: 
Linda  Mangum,  Nan  Cheek,  Eugene 
Morrow,  Jeanne  Wineinger,  Janet 
Corley,  Bonnie  Wineinger,  Glenda 
Walters,  Jane  Teer,  Mrs.  Clas  Gil¬ 
bert,  and  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Don 
Wineinger. 


Zwolle 

The  week  of  August  24-30  was 
proclaimed  Youth  Emphasis  Week 
by  the  Commission  on  Membership 
and  Evangelism  of  the  First  M!eth- 
odist  Church  of  Zwolle,  La.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  week  was  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Holt  pastor  of  the  Faith  Church 
in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana. 

Evening  programs  during  the 
week  included  a  panel  discussion 
upon  topics  like  “The  Teen  Ager  in 
the  Home,”  Delinquency,  and  “Ma¬ 
turity.”  At  each  program  the  panel 
was  composed  of  a  minister,  a  doc¬ 
tor,  a  person  representing  the  field 
of  Law,  and  a  person  representing 
the  field  of  Education.  These  dis¬ 
cussions  were  well  attended  and  the 
young  people  entered  into  them  with 
enthusiasm. 

A  highlight  of  the  week’s  pro¬ 
gram  was  a  weiner  roast  and  Ves¬ 
per  Service  on  Saturday  evening  of 
the  week. 

Rev.  Mr.  Holt  brought  both  mes¬ 
sages  on  Sunday  concluding  on  Sun- 


Packwood,  Miss  Carolyn  Denison, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Mayo.  Six 
members,  also,  attended  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Workshop. 


Town  Meets  Country  at  Youth  Week 

By  Mildred  Nelson 
Warren,  Arkansas 

The  idea  was  questioned  when  it  was  first  presented — three  months 
before  the  starting  date  for  Youth  Activities  Week.  Youth  from  the  small 
Methodist  churches  had  not  been  included  like  this  before,  in  an  all-out 
effort  to  get  them  to  come.  Some  did  not  actually  believe  these  youth 
from  the  surrounding  churches  would  be  interested  in  participating.  But 
we  decided  to  give  it  a  try. 

Contacts  were  made  and  mailing  lists  compiled,  which  included  the 
names  of  each  young  person  between  12  and  18  years  of  age  in  some  seven 
churches.  At  the  first  planning  committee  meeting,  which  included  per¬ 
sons  from  several  of  these  churches  along  with  ours,  a  theme  was  chosen 
— “Have  God-Will  Serve.”  Goals  and  dates  were  set.  A  tentative  schedule 
was  made,  and  plans  began  to  unfold.  A  steering  committee  was  appointed 
to  choose  leaders  and  plan  activities. 

A  Publicity  Committee  went  to  work  on  the  first  flyer  to  be  mailed 
out,  and  notices  to  the  local  newspaper  and  radio  station.  A  Decoration 
and  Resource  Materials  Committee  began  ordering  special  booklets,  favors, 
and  table  setting  arrangements  worked  out.  Interest  began  to  mount 
among  the  youth.  YAW  was  six  weeks  off — yet  a  feeling  of  “we  can 


day  evening  with  a  chalk  talk. 

Those  who  participated  in  panel 
discussions  during  the  week  includ¬ 
ed:  Rev.  M.  L.  Bolen,  First  Baptist 
Church  at  Zwolle,  Rev.  Bob  Law- 
ton,  Methodist  minister  from  Pleas¬ 
ant  Hill,  Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr., 
Methodist  minister  from  Many,  Dr. 
S.  F.  Fraser  of  Many,  Dr.  J.  L.  Sauls 
of  Zwolle,  J.  S.  Pickett  of  Many, 
Sheriff  T.  M.  Phillips  from  Many, 
Oliver  Elliot  of  Many,  Miss  Pauline 
Cassel  of  Noble,  C.  E.  Pouncey  of 
Many,  and  Mrs.  Glen  Phares  of 
Many. 


Gibsland 

The  Gibsland  M.Y.F.  came  to 
Haughton  Methodist  Church  Thurs¬ 
day,  August  6,  and  led  a  Service  of 
Worship  followed  by  an  hour  of 
recreation  and  fellowship.  There 
were  23  young  people,  their  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  two  Adult  Coun¬ 
selors,  Lee  Bergeron  and  E.  O.  Rog¬ 
ers  and  seven  other  adults  in  their 
group. 

The  young  people  and  their  Coun¬ 
selors  formed  a  choir  and  sang  sev¬ 
eral  numbers.  Bill  Coffey  read  the 
Scripture  and  announced  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Gloria  Smith  led  the  prayer. 
Cookey  Shaffer  who  is  president  of 
both  the  Gibsland  M.Y.F.  and  the 
sub-district  M.Y.F.  spoke  on  “What 
a  M.Y.F.  May  Do.”  She  told  of  many 
things  they  had  done  during  the 
last  three  years  and  some  of  their 
plans  for  the  future.  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones 
spoke  of  the  subject:  “The  Need  Of 
Cooperation  Between  Adults  and 
Young  People.”  Then  a  Worship 
Center  was  arranged  by  placing 
three  lighted  candles  before  a  cross 
causing  three  shadow-crosses  to  fall 
upon  a  screen.  A  hidden  voice  spoke 
of  the  meaning  of  Symbols  while 
the  M.Y.F.  Emblem  was  assembled 
before  the  congregation. 

At  the  close  of  this  very  inspiring 
service  the  congregation  adjourned 
to  recreation  hall  where  several 
Gibsland  young  people  assisted  by 
their  adult  counselors  led  folk 
games.  The  Haughton  Guild  served 
refreshments  to  all.  Everyone  gath¬ 
ered  around  the  piano  and  sang 
several  numbers  from  the  Spiritual 
Life  Song  Book.  A  Fellowship  Circle 
was  formed  while  Cookey  Shaffer 
led  the  closing  prayer  and  the 
M^Y.F.  Benediction. 

The  Haughton  M.Y.F.  has  taken 
on  new  life.  Led  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Joe  H.  Robinson,  and  three  Adult 
Counselors:  Mrs.  Gerlie  Albright, 
Mrs.  Ben  Ramsey  and  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Hickman,  have  elected  Leonard 
Butler  as  president,  Dot  Alford  as 
secretary  and  treasury,  and  James 
Robinson  a  s  pianoist.  Attendance 
has  increased. 


hardly  wait”  began  to  be  m  evi¬ 
dence.  Another  piece  of  publicity 
was  mailed  out  to  the  youth,  their 
adult  workers,  and  pastors  in  all 
the  participating  churches  —  a  re¬ 
minder  that  we  were  expecting 
them,  and  giving  daily  schedule, 
leaders  and  activities. 

Reports  began  to  come  in  from 
the  other  churches  on  the  number 
we  could  expect  to  attend.  The 
time  was  getting  nearer. 

For  two  weeks  prior  to  opening 
night,  youth  from  our  church  vis¬ 
ited  the  other  churches,  personally 
inviting  them  to  come. 

Finally — the  time  came.  We  were 
ready,  and  eagerly  anticipating 
around  80-90  persons  would  attend. 
They  did!  About  half  of  them 
were  from  our  own  church,  and  the 
other  half  from  five  nearby 
churches,  one  car  load  from  a 
church  40  miles  away,  several  vis¬ 
itors  from  other  scattered  towns  in 
this  area,  and  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations.  A  friendly  spirit  prevail¬ 
ed,  and  from  the  beginning,  youth 
from  town  and  country  merged 
into  one  great  fellowship — whether 
partaking  of  the  supper  prepared 
by  parents  and  WSCS  friends,  fun 
singing,  recreation,  discussion 
groups,  or  worship.  None  of  the 
other  participating  churches  have 
the  facilities  which  ours  has,  and  it 
was  thrilling  to  see  how  they  en¬ 
joyed  the  whole  experience  —  and 
how  ours  enjoyed  having  them. 

Attendance  was  steady  for  the 
three  nights,  and  they  expressed 
wishes'  it  could  be  longer.  Every¬ 
body  seemed  to  have  fun,  to  learn 
a  lot,  and  to  get  inspiration  from 
the  closing  worship  services. 

The  last  night,  an  invitation  was 
extended  to  all  to  come  back  the 
next  week  to  a  Fun  Night  which 
our  youth  council  had  planned. 
Three  car  loads  from  other  churches 
came — and  again  a  friendly  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  fun. 

All  are  looking  forward  to  other 
times  when  youth  from  town  and 
country  can  get  together  for  varied 
activities— whether  for  fun,  inspi¬ 
ration,  or  community  service  proj¬ 
ects  of  some  kind. 

Truly,  here  has  been  demonstrat¬ 
ed — and  we  are  confident  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  prevail — 

In  Christ  now  meet  both  town  and 

country, 

In  Him  meet  youth  and  adults, 
There’s  one  great  fellowship  of 

love 

Close  binding  all  these  people. 
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Educational  Seminar  In  Arkadelphia  Dist. 


The  annual  Educational  Seminar 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  Arkadelphia  District, 
was  held  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Gurdon,  August  18.  The 
meeting  opened  at  9:45  o’clock  with 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Rushing,  Jones  Mill,  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary  of  Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Service  presiding.  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Fisher,  District  President,  was 
introduced  and  she  presented  the 
conference  officers,  district  officers, 
and  other  guests.  Mrs.  Charles 
Cherry,  president  of  the  Gurdon 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  welcomed  the  group  and  made 
announcements  concerning  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  day. 

Order  of  the  Day 

Mrs.  H.  King  Wade,  Hot  Springs, 
District  Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life, 
presented  the  devotion  using  a 
chapter  from  Twelve  Basketfuls,  by 
Margaret  Applegard.  Mrs.  Rushing 
gave  a  brief  presentation  of  the 
four  approved  studies  and  the 
church-wide  study,  Missions  and 
the  Church,  by  Dorothy  and  Harold 
Brewestei*.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin,  Little 
Rock,  Conference  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Service, 
spoke  to  the  group  on  the  literature 
and  information  that  is  available 
to  the  secretary  of  Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation,  the  types  of  study  classes, 
and  the  reasons  why  the  local  so¬ 
ciety  should  work  for  Jurisdictional 
Recognition. 

Mrs.  Garland  Clark,  Hot  Springs, 
District  Secretary  of  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Relations,  and  Mrs.  Rushing 
presented  the  C.S.R.  study,  The 
Role  of  the  United  Nations  in  World 
Affairs,  and  the  materials  that  are 
available  to  make  the  study  inter¬ 


esting  to  the  local  group. 

Mrs.  Ansel  Weaver,  Glenwood, 
and  Mrs.  Tom  McLean  of  Malvern 
made  a  very  interesting  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  world  study,  Africa. 
They  exhibited  several  pieces  of 
audio-visual  materials  and  gave  an 
interesting  skit. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Gannaway,  Arkakdel- 
phia,  District  Vice  President,  pre¬ 
sented  the  Program  Book  and  the 
Worship  Booklet  for  1959-1960,  the 
theme  being,  There’s  a  Light  Upon 
the  Mountains,  and  suggested  ways 
and  means  of  using  the  program 
material. 

The  Gurdon  group  served  a  de¬ 
licious  luncheon  and  during  the 
hour  of  intermission  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Lea,  District  Secretary  of  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Publications  invited 
everyone  to  come  to  the  literature 
room  and  see  the  display  of  text 
books  and  other  materials  that  were 
on  sale. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Harris,  Arkadelphia, 
District  Treasurer,  opene  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  national  study,  The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country,  by  asking  how  many  of 
the  women  present  had  been  born 
and  raised  on  the  farm  and  all  but 
three  raised  their  hands.  Mrs.  Har¬ 
ris  had  a  very  interesting  exhibit 
showing  the  interrelatedness  of  the 
people  of  the  town  and  country. 

Mrs.  Fisher,  Mrs.  Hilliard  Jones, 
Mrs.  Curtis  Toler,  and  Miss  Ann 
Matthews  all  of  Malvern  gave  an 
impressive  presentation  of  the  Bible 
study,  The  Gospel  of  Luke,  which 
was  used  as  the  closing  devotion. 

A  total  of  72  women  registered 
and  18  churches  were  represented. 


W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Little  Rock  Conference 
First  Quarter — 1959-60 


RECEIPTS: 

Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $16,209.83 

W.S.G .  2,691.58 

Helen  Wilson  Fund: 

W.S.C.S .  408.30 

Norene  Robken  Fund: 

W.S.G .  449.46 

Result  of  Study  Projects : 

W.S.C.S .  50.45 

W.S.G .  8.00 

Ark"Okla  Coop.  Rural  Work: 

W.S.C.S .  606.75 

Special  Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  365.00 

W.S.G .  230.00 

Memorial : 

W.S.C.S .  50.00 

io  Remembrance  Fund: 

_  W.S.C.S .  38.07 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $17,748.40 

W.S.G . $  3,379.04 

Total  . $21,127.44 

Week  of  Prayer  Offering: 

W.S.C.S .  16.45 

„  W.S.G .  22.70 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 

W.S.C.S .  992.89 

W.S.G .  252.28 

crusade  Scholarship  Fund: 

x.W.S.C.S .  59.98 

,rc°tjc  Education  Fund: 

W.S.C.S .  28.80 

p.WS.G .  .58 

,^aUeth  T.  Workman  Fund: 

otW-S.C.S .  237.97 

,Ver  Receipts: 

T  W.S.C.S .  52.55 

Receipts  from  Districts: 

S-SC.S . $19,137.04 

Xf-p . $  3,654.60 

lotal  . $22,791.64 


Methodist  Youth  Fund  .$  1,227.93 
Children's  Service 

Fund  .  54.52 

District  Reg.  and  Housing, 

Mt.  Sequoyah  .  50.00 

School  of  Missions  .  1,004.50 

Love  Offering,  WSCS 

School  of  Missions  .  131.01 

Refund,  Cash  used  for  change 
at  School  of  Missions  100.00 
Refunds  .  55.00 

2,622.96 

Total  Receipts  . $25,414.60 

Balance  May  21,  1959  .  16,076.07 

Total  to  Account  for  . $41,490.67 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


Pledge  to  Missions : 

W.S.C.S . $14,748.61 

W.S.G . $  2,739.30 

Special  Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  295.00 

W.S.G .  205.00 

Memorial : 

W.S.C.S .  50.00 

In  Remembrance  Fund: 

W.S.C.S .  38.07 

Total  Credit  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $15,131.68 

W.S.G . $  2,944.30 

Total  . $18,075.98 


Methodist  Youth  Fund  .  1,227.93 

Children’s  Service  Fund  .  54.52 

Total  on  Appropriations  . $19,358.43 

Week  of  Prayer 

Offering  .  39.15 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 

Foreign  .  937.73 

Home  .  307.44 

Division  Cultivation 

Fund  .  30.64 

Supplementary  Gift — Crusade 
Scholarship  Fund  .  190.99 


Louisiana  Conference  Seminars 

The  month  of  September  will  again  be  a  busy  one,  since  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  Missionary  Education 
and  Service  District  Seminars  will  be  held  in  the  eight  Districts.  The 
Districts  have  well-planned  programs  for  the  presentation  of  the  four 
approved  study  courses  and  the  Church-wide  study. 

The  districts,  dates,  places,  and  secretaries  are: 

Alexandria — Sept.  18 — Alexandria  First  Church — Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway 
Baton  Rouge — Sept.  16 — Hammond  First  Church — Mrs.  R.  S.  Reich 
Lafayette — Sept.  16 — New  Iberia  First  Church — Mrs.  Leslie  Morris 
Lake  Charles — Sept.  1 — Lake  Charles  First  Church — Mrs.  R.  E.  Heidt 
Monroe — Sept.  10 — Monroe  First  Church — Mrs.  D.  F.  Davis 
New  Orleans — Sept.  16 — Elysian  Fields  Church — Mrs.  H.  Daughenbaug 
Ruston — Sept.  16 — Haynesville  Church — Mrs.  R.  E.  Carter 
Shreveport — S'ept.  17 — Summer  Grove  Church — Mrs.  Jack  Toombs 
All  of  the  women  of  the  Conference  are  urged  to  attend  one  of  these 


District  Seminars,  and  any  visitors 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Annual  Christmas  in  August 
program  was  enjoyed  by  twenty- 
five  members  of  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  August  25  at 
7:30  p.m. 

The  Christmas  program  was  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Maurice  Williams 
with  Mrs.  Ben  Jones,  co-hostess. 

A  humerous  reading  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Mamie  Cile,  the  Scripture 
reading  by  Mrs.  Eunice  Williams, 
followed  by  prayer  led  by  the  so¬ 
ciety  president,  Mirs.  Helen  Blank- 
enbaker. 

Mrs.  Cole  gave  some  history  and 
information  about  some  great 
hymns  of  the  church,  primarily  the 
Christmas  hymns.  A  duet  was  sung 
by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Skinner  and  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Marvin  Oliver. 

The  devotional  was  in  the  form 
of  a  Christmas  story  by  Mrs.  Nor- 
mand  Terry. 

Gifts  of  color  books,  crayons,  toys 
were  brought  and  well  be  sent  as 
the  special  conference  asking  for 
the  “Christmas  in  August”  pro¬ 
grams. 

Refreshments  were  enjoyed,  then 
adjournment. 


Total  sent  to  the  Division  . $20,864.38 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Fund  .  506.00 

Christian  Civics 

Foundation  .  29.38 

Administrative  Expense  113.40 
Jurisdiction  School  of 

Missions  .  300.95 

Conference  School  of 

Missions  .  1,687.89 

National  Town  and 

Country  Meeting  .  156.00 

Student  and  Children's 

Regional  Meetings  .  97.67 

Christian  Social 

Relations  .  65.64 

Promotion  and 

Cultivation  .  4,450.00 

Interboard  Work  .  1,250.00 

Committee  Meetings  .  18.38 

Miscellaneous  .  248.93 

8  924  24 

Total  Disbursements  .  $29^788  62 

Balance  August  15,  1959  .  11,702.05 

Total  Accounted  for  . $41,490.67 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Crenshaw,  Treasurer 


are  welcome. 


Dr.  L.  Eggleston  To 
Speak  In  Newport 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Newport,  Arkansas,  IN¬ 
VITES  ALL  THOSE  WHO  want  to 
have  their  faith  greatly  strengthen¬ 
ed  through  better  prayers,  to  hear 
Dr.  Louise  W.  Eggleston. 

Dr.  Eggleston  is  in  constant  de¬ 
mand  as  an  Originator  and  Leader 
of  Spiritual  Life  Retreats  and  Pray¬ 
er  Groups  all  over  the  United 
States.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Ghent  Methodist  Church,  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  For  many  years  she  has 
been  one  of  the  moving  spirits  in 
an  Inter-denominational  Prayer 
Group.  When  she  is  at  home,  she 
teaches  the  Woman’s  Bible  Class 
and  participates  in  the  entire  pro¬ 
gram  of  her  church.  She  has  com¬ 
pleted  two  terms  as  Spiritual  Life 
Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service. 

Dr.  Eggleston  is  associated  very 
closely  with  Dr.  Frank  Laubach  in 
the  World’s  Literacy  Foundation. 
It  is  due  to  the  influence  of  Dr. 
Laubach  that  Dr.  Eggleston  has 
shared  her  prayer  experiences  in 
booklet  form. 

Dr.  Eggleston  accepts  an  Honor¬ 
aria,  but  not  for  personal  gain.  She 
keeps  only  enough  for  her  travel 
expenses.  The  balance  goes  to  im¬ 
portant  World  Projects  to  which  she 
is  devoting  her  life.  One  of  the 
most  important  of  these  is  The  Koi- 
nonia  Foundation,  with  its  recruit¬ 
ing  and  training  center  for  men  and 
women  who  have  learned  the  power 
of  prayer  and  feel  called  to  serve 
Mankind  in  America’s  Good  Neigh¬ 
bor  Program. 

Dr.  Eggleston  will  be  in  THE 
FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Newport,  Arkansas,  September  16. 
Her  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Wednesday — 10  o’clock 

Luncheon — 12  Noon 

Afternoon — 1  o’clock 

Evening — 7:30  p.m. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1959 
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A  MOUNTAIN  TOP 
EXPERIENCE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
pentance  Jesus  may  have  meant  a 
new  way  of  thinking.  A  lectureship 
says,  Let  there  be  light.  An  infirm¬ 
ary  says,  Let  there  be  bodily  health. 
Both  say,  Let  there  be  love.  In  an 
about-face  as  remarkable  as  Lin 
Yutan’s  conversion  to  Christianity, 
Bertrand  Russell  has  made  an  ap¬ 
peal  for  Christian  compassion  as  a 
motive  for  existence,  a  guide  to  ac¬ 
tion,  a  reason  for  courage.  The  Will- 
son  Lecture  and  Willson  Infirmary 
will  preach  this  Christian  Compas¬ 
sion  to  us  for  a  hundred  years  and 
more. 

The  Paul  and  Mildred  Martin 
Educational  Building  is  essential 
usefulness  and  true  loveliness.  Go 
into  Perkins  chapel  and  worship 
God  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  then 
come  out  and  look  at  the  central 
shrine — because  worship  is  so  cen¬ 
tral — and  then  at  the  flanking 
rooms  for  studies  in  mastery  of 
communicating  the  Eternal  Word, 
Behold  a  worthy  giving  of  God. 
The  Shepherd  heart  of  Jesus  must 
rejoice  as  the  great  Shepherd’s 
hands  reach  out  to  grasp  and  use 
this  blessing  for  mankind. 

Here  are  standards-of-require- 
ment  for  all  that  is  to  be,  and 
marching  orders  to  obtain  all  that  is 
needed.  We  were  at  the  beginning 
almost  alone  in  the  solitary  place, 
but  an  elegant  city  has  built  itself 
around  us,  and  now  stand  these  ex¬ 
pressions  of  quality  in  our  midst. 
We  lost  an  opportunity  when  the 
Woman’s  Building  was  set,  with  its 
fine  and  contrasting  excellence, 
among  us.  We  must  see  to  it  there 
shall  never  be  anything  shoddy  and 
shabby  built  anywhere  on  our 
grounds,  and  all  that  is  now  inferior 
must  be  replaced  by  something  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  in  keeping  with  the 
excellence  of  the  buildings  today 
dedicated.  And  the  time  has  come  to 
boldly,  believingly,  call  for  the  gifts 
of  Methodist  people  to  provide 
whatever  is  needed  on  this  holy 
mount.  Not  our  of  our  great  vic¬ 
tories  up  to  now  came  from  the 
many  individual  gifts  of  any  consi¬ 
derable  part  of  our  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple — not  the  founding,  or  the  an¬ 
nuity  bonds,  or  Clapp  Auditorium, 
or  these  recent  victories.  If  our 
people  fail  to  give  it  will  be  because 
we  failed  to  ask  them  to  give.  There 
should  be  gifts  of  at  least  40,000 
Methodists,  one  gift  for  every  50 
church  members,  for  the  building  of 
whatever  we  may  need,  and  before 
the  fortieth  summer  assemblies  in 
1962.  The  Jurisdictional  and  Annual 
Conferences  of  1960  should  grant 
favored  places  for  this  in  their  pro¬ 
grams  and  our  own  vigorous  cam¬ 
paign  should  extend  the  privilege 
of  this  glory  to  our  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple. 

We  pray  that  God  will  baptize 
our  Assembly  until  ours  shall  be 
like  the  mountains  that  witnessed 
to  ancient  Israel,  witnessing  for  the 
Ancient  of  Days  to  our  troubled 
days.  May  this  become  the  Christ- 
command  center  for  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  And  may  there  go 
forth  from  here  a  people  refreshed, 
enlightened  and  inspired,  who  has 
found  faith  and  love  the  white- 
robed  calvary  of  Son  of  Man  and 
Son  of  God. 

Thank  God  for  His  folks,  and  for 
their  good  names  better  to  be 
chosen  than  riches,  names  we 
proudly  and  gratefully  bestow  upon 
the  Educational  Building,  the  Lec¬ 
ture,  the  Infirmary. 

Thank  God  for  the  Willsons.  Em- 


Harmful  Effects  of  Alcohol 

By  Brooks  Holifield 

Within  this  health-conscious,  sanitation-wise  America  of  ours,  sixty- 
four  percent  of  our  health-conscious,  sanitation-wise  citizens  are  slowly 
but  surely  committing  moral  and  physical  suicide  every  time  they  partake 
of  “America’s  drink  of  distinction,”  alcohol. 

The  gigantic  liquor  industries,  through  means  of  a  tremendous  adver¬ 
tising  campaign,  have  swayed  America’s  gullible  populus  to  a  condonation 
of  social  drinking,  the  result  of  which  is  clearly  evident  in  the  lives  of 
our  nation’s  estimated  six  million  alcoholics.  The  fifty-four  million  non¬ 
alcoholics  who  drink,  and  by  doing  so  influence  others  to  do  the  same,  are, 
just  as  the  alcoholics,  damaging  their  spiritual  and  physical  growth  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  can  never  fully  recover  from  the  drug’s  devestating 
effects.  These  sixty  million  Americans,  though,  continue  to  drink  daily. 
Social  pressure  and  advertising  propaganda  have  influenced  them  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  don’t  care  or  can’t  stop  drinking,  even  when  they  are 
educated  as  to  the  harmful  effects  of  this  expensive  poison. 

The  effect  of  alcohol  on  the  moral  growth  and  development  of  the 
individual  is  devestating.  Broken  homes,  crime,  and  vice  are  among  the 
memorials  to  this  product  of  Amer-  _ 


ica’s  multi-million  dollar  breweries. 
Today’s  disgusted  adult,  who  wish¬ 
fully  reminiscences  of  the  days  of 
his  childhood  when  there  were  al¬ 
most  no  “juvenile  delinquents”  and 
a  high  moral  standard,  should  in¬ 
clude  in  his  fanciful  dreams  the  fact 
that  in  that  time  liquor  consumption 
had  not  reached  the  tremendous 
scale  that  it  has  reached  today.  Li¬ 
quor  has  grown  from  an  infant  in¬ 
dustry  to  a  full  grown,  menacing 
giant  which  threatens  the  moral 
conscience  of  an  entire  nation.  Un¬ 
less  there  is  a  David,  with  a  trusty 
sling,  who  is  courageous  enough  to 
face  this  giant  in  battle,  its  de¬ 
moralizing  results  can  be  even  more 
shocking  than  we  now  realize.  Man, 
bewildered  and  confused  man,  has 
completely  disrupted  within  him¬ 
self  those  principles  which  were  so 
courageously  taught  by  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  followers.  From  the  days  of 
Rome’s  orgies  preceding  the  gladi- 
torial  contests,  to  America’s  publi- 


inent  in  business  endeavors,  they 
see  the  supreme  eminence  of  the 
Father’s  business.  They  are  Meth¬ 
odism’s  and  mankind’s  outstanding 
family  in  the  establishment  of 
Christian  lectureships,  and  bene- 
factos  extraordinary  in  our  Church. 
Thank  God  for  their  gifts,  and  their 
names. 

Thank  God  for  the  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tins.  He  could  so  command  by  his 
earnestness  and  kindness,  the  Bi¬ 
shop’s  own  annual  conference  were 
first  in  support  of  our  great  en¬ 
deavor,  setting  an  irresistible  ex¬ 
ample  for  all  the  rest.  Paul  and 
Mildred  Martin  have  given  us  their 
hearts  in  love,  their  lives  in  devo¬ 
tion  unmeasured,  and  they  have 
honored  us  by  giving  their  names 
to  this  wonderful  building.  Some 
day  we  may  be  heard  calling  it  St. 
Martin’s,  St.  Martin’s  on  the  moun¬ 
tain-top. 

There  was  a  notable  tribute  to 
John  Milton,  not  for  his  literary 
power,  but  that  he  walked  life’s 
common  ways  in  cheerful  godliness. 
This  makes  us  think  of  the  Will- 
sons  and  the  Martins.  Rupert 
Brooke  spoke  of  excellences  in  poe¬ 
try;  writing  poetry,  living  poetry. 
When  the  great  song  writer,  Step¬ 
hen  C.  Foster  died,  in  his  wallet  was 
found  a  piece  of  paper  whereon  he 
had  written,  “Dear  friends  and  gen¬ 
tle  Hearts.”  Many  have  wondered: 
Was  this  the  beginning  of  a  new 
song?  The  best  song?  And  what 
would  the  song  have  sun?  I  think 
it  was  left  by  Providence  for  the 
Martins  and  Willsons  to  complete 
that  song  by  the  poetry  of  their 
living.  Dear  friends  and  gentle 
hearts — Martins  and  Willsons — dear 
friends  and  gentle  hearts. 


This  essay,  written  by  Brooks 
Holifield,  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  took 
first  place  in  the  annual  Essay 
Contest  sponsored  by  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Board  of 
Temperance. 


cized  “beer  bust,”  the  Christian  in¬ 
dividual  has  realized  the  problem 
which  is  now  so  evident  to  church 
leaders  throughout  the  world.  Time 
has  not  lessened  the  suffering,  the 
death,  the  moral  degradation  which 
has  resulted  from  alcohol.  In  fact, 
mass  production  methods  have  sky¬ 
rocketed  the  problem  to  such  far 
reaching  effects,  that  no  one  in  Am¬ 
erica  today,  drinker  or  total  ab¬ 
stainer,  is  immune  to  the  danger 
of  liquor. 

The  alcoholic  father  who  deprives 
his  family  of  food  in  order  to  satisfy 
his  insatiable  lust  for  liquor,  or  the 
liquor-filled  killer  who,  whether 
using  a  gun  or  an  automobile  as 
his  weapon,  kills  the  innocent,  are 
menaces  to  everyone  of  us. 

When  man  turns  upon  man  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol,  when  ten 
billion  dollars  are  spent  upon  liquor 
while  countless  thousands  of  chil¬ 
dren  are  starving,  when  the  divorce 
courts  are  crowded  as  the  result  of 
liquor,  when  liquor  becomes  the 
foundation  upon  which  is  built 
crime  and  ignorance — then  liquor 
can  be  considered  a  true  moral 
problem.  Already,  though,  to  the 
distress  of  America’s  responsible 
leaders,  the  time  is  here  when  the 
liquor  menace  has  reached  such 
shocking  proportions,  has  disrupted 
American  morals,  and  has  knocked 
the  great  land  of  America  on  her 
back! 

Just  as  America  is  feeling  the 
staggering  effects  of  liquor  in  the 
moral  and  spiritual  lives  of  her  citi¬ 
zens,  scientists  have  now  uncovered 
the  shocking  truth  of  what  this  li¬ 
quid  poison  is  doing  to  the  bodies  of 
its  users. 

That  the  alcoholic,  one  drinker 
out  of  every  fifteen,  is  an  almost 
hopelessly  sick  individual  is  a  fact 
that  has  long  been  recognized.  The 
revealing  reports,  though,  that  are 
coming  from  laboratories  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,  concerning 
the  effect  of  alcohol  on  the  moderate 
drinker,  illustrate  even  more  vivid¬ 
ly  liquor’s  destructive  power. 

Beyond  a  very  small  amount,  al¬ 
cohol  triggers  the  whole  defense  and 
repair  system  of  the  body.  If  the 
body  is  subjected  to  repeated  re¬ 
actions  to  emergency  situations,  it 
eventually  is  weakened,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  alcoholic  the  cells  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  system  can  be 
lost  forever. 

Liquor  effects  the  liver  and  kid- 


Four  Problems 
Challenge  Today’s 
College  Graduates 

Four  modern  problems  challenge 
today’s  college  graduates.  175  pro. 
fessors  from  73  institutions  heard 
these  problems  listed  as:  vast  new 
frontiers  opened  through  interna¬ 
tional  travel  and  communications- 
the  complexity  and  interdependence 
of  modern  life;  the  great  upsurge 
of  world  populations;  and  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  climate  in  the  world  to¬ 
day. 

Dr.  John  Mosley,  president  of 
Austin  College  in  Sherman,  Texas, 
further  told  the  educators,  “At  this 
crucial  time  of  ideological  conflict, 
the  Christian  scholar  has  a  unique 
role  of  leadership  to  assume.  Luck¬ 
ily,  ‘Joe  College’  has  become  a  ser¬ 
ious  student!”  He  further  warned 
that  Russia  invests  about  3  per  cent 
of  its  national  profit  in  education 
compared  to  America’s  1  per  cent. 
The  Texan  spoke  to  the  sixth  annual 
Southern  States  Faculty  Conference 
meeting  here  August  24-28. 

The  conference,  jointly  sponsored 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  and 
the  Methodist  Church. 


neys,  the  heart  and  circulatory  sys¬ 
tem,  the  blood,  the  glands,  the 
mouth,  throat,  esophagus,  and  sto¬ 
mach,  the  five  senses,  and  the  skin. 
If  an  insufficient  amount  of  vita¬ 
mins  are  present  in  the  body,  alco¬ 
hol  must  be  considered  poisonous  to 
nerve  cells.  It  can  harm  blood  ves¬ 
sels  to  such  an  extent  that  the  poor 
victim  can  bleed  to  death  in  his  own 
veins.  It  destroys  red  blood  corpus¬ 
cles  and  irritates  the  tissues  of  the 
throat  and  stomach. 

Yet,  even  though  the  effects  of 
alcohol  have,  through  the  years, 
crushed  the  physical  and  moral  de¬ 
velopment  of  countless  millions,  the 
big  problem  is  now  the  future.  The 
problem  which  is  bothering  Amer¬ 
ica’s  church  and  government  lead¬ 
ers  is  that  of  children  and  youth, 
and  their  relationship  with  alcohol. 
So  very,  very  many  of  our  youths' 
parents  have  failed  to  set  an  exam¬ 
ple  to  their  children  while  young, 
This  failure  spells  more  tragedy  and 
heartbreak. 

Alcohol  picks  no  favorites.  The 
disillusioned  teenager  who  lacks  the 
courage  to  stand  against  the  crowd 
is  just  as  susceptible  to  alcohol’s 
harmful  effects  as  is  the  poverty- 
stricken  alcoholic.  The  young  child 
who  views  alcohol  attractively  dis¬ 
played  on  the  screen  of  his  city’s 
theaters,  is  a  future  customer  of 
that  same  city’s  brightly  lighted 
nightclubs  and  bars. 

So  possibly  the  real  effects  of  this 
formidable  opponent  of  Christianity 
have  not  even  been  realized.  The 
tragic  outcome  can  be  mirrored  in 
today’s  brilliant  high  school  or  col¬ 
lege  students  who  will  spend  their 
tomorrows  in  a  nightmare  of  drunk¬ 
en  stupor.  Alcohol  threatens,  in  the 
future,  to  harm  not  only  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  but  the  masses.  If  youth  can¬ 
not  accept  the  challenge  of  abstin¬ 
ence,  total  abstinence,  America’s 
future  is  certainly  resting  on  a  shaky 
pedestal. 

Alcohol’s  harmful  effects  are 
truly  a  problem  today,  but  tomor¬ 
row  is  in  the  hands  of  today’s  youth. 
Our  only  prayer  must  be  that  youth 
will  have  the  courage  to  defeat  al¬ 
cohol,  and  thereby  defeating  its 
harmful  effects  which  have  made 
havoc  out  of  the  lives  of  so  many 
of  youth’s  parents. 
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According  to  Mrs.  Maurice  Webb,  the  first  Vacation  Bible  School  to 
be  held  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  was  a  truly  good  one. 
There  was  a  total  of  thirty -six  boys  and  girls,  under  the  direction  of  seven 
adult  workers.  Mrs.  Sid  Haydon  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Matkin,  Jr.,  were  in  charge 
of  the  Juniors,  studying  " Finding  God  Through  Work  and  Worship." 

Mrs.  Charles  Lemons  directed  the  Primaries.  Their  study  was  "The 
World  Is  Full  of  His  Riches." 

Mrs.  Sanders  Bridges,  Mrs.  Elmer  Walton,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Webb, 
were  in  charge  of  the  Kindergarten  group,  studying  "God  and  His  World." 

Mrs.  Bill  Fountain  was  in  charge  of  the  music  for  each  of  the  groups. 
The  general  Church  School  Superintendent,  Sidney  Reed,  gave  the  school 
his  active  support,  as  did  the  pastor.  Rev.  Maurice  Webb. 

The  week's  program  closed  with  an  open  house,  on  Friday  evening, 
August  14,  planned  by  Mrs.  John  Washburn  and  her  committee,  at  which 
time  there  was  a  display  of  the  work  of  the  three  groups,  with  refreshments 
closing  the  evening's  program.  Considering  the  fact  that  this  was  the  first 
school  for  this  new  church,  it  was  a  splendid  success.  The  leaders  are  to 
be  congratulated  for  the  fine  way  in  which  this  initial  enterprise  was  planned 
and  carried  through. 


Miss  Mary  Dodgen  has  recently 
joined  the  staff  of  Lake  Vista  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  as  Edu¬ 
cational  Assistant.  In  this  capacity 
she  will  be  director  of  youth  work, 
plan  and  execute  a  continuing  pro- 
9ram  of  workers'  training,  and  give 
9oneral  oversight  and  direction  to 
the  educational  program  of  the 
Lake  Vista  Church. 

A  native  of  Arkansas,  Miss  Dodg- 
on  is  a  graduate  of  Hendrix  College, 
Conway,  Arkansas.  While  attending 
Hendrix  she  spent  one  summer  di¬ 
recting  the  youth  programs  at  Wal- 
nut  Ridge  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Dodgen  is  the  daughter  of 
r;  Ethan  Dodgen,  Fort  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  and  Mrs. 
Dodgen  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 


29  boys  and  23  girls  attended  the  second  session 
of  the  Ruston  Junior  Camp  at  the  Coney  Lakes  Meth¬ 
odist  Camp  near  Minden,  La.,  from  July  27-31.  "Living 
With  Others"  was  the  theme  of  the  week.  The  "small- 
group"  plan  of  camping  was  used  with  much  success. 
Highlights  of  the  camp  included  discussions,  recreation 


and  swimming.  Two  cook  outs  and  one  hike  lunch  were 
of  special  interest  to  the  young  people.  Special  knot 
tying  sessions  were  led  by  the  Rev.  C.  Ed.  Henkel,  and 
Don  Tyler  of  Arcadia  led  recreation  Thursday  evening. 
The  Rev.  "Bob"  Peyton  was  the  director  of  the  camp. 


Shown  above  are  the  students  and  teachers  of  the  daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  held  at  Lasseigne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  LaPlace,  La. 
The  enrollment  was  91  with  an  average  attendance  of  73.  Director  of  the 
school  was  Mrs.  Paul  Womax.  The  Lutcher  and  St.  John's  churches  co¬ 
operated  for  the  largest  school  ever  held  in  that  vicinity. 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Amile 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Amite,  La.,  closed  its  eight  day  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School  on  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  August  the  21st  with  a 
“sharing”  hour.  Parents  and  friends 
were  served  refreshments  while 
they  visited  with  the  children  who 
attended  and  viewed  the  crafts  that 
were  on  display.  This  was  the  first 
school  held  in  the  month  of  August. 
The  attendance  was  increased  with 


an  almost  capacity  enrollment  and 
high  interest  among  the  pupils.  The 
cash  donation  received  was  for  the 
Migrant  Ministry. 

“God  And  His  World,”  “The  Earth 
Is  Full  Of  His  Riches,”  and  “Finding 
God  Through  Work  And  Worship” 
were  the  recommended  courses 
taught  in  the  Kindergarten,  Pri¬ 
mary,  and  Junior  Departments. 

Those  who  staffed  the  school 
were:  Mesdames  Cecil  Koepp,  Wel- 
ton  Brumfield,  Jr.,  Eugene  Watson, 
Jr.,  Tom  Sanders,  Stanleigh  Morri¬ 
son,  Robert  Thompson,  James  Wat¬ 
son,  Gerald  Forrest,  Phillip  Mc- 
Michael,  L.  H.  Martin,  Glen  Messer, 
Charles  Kent,  and  Spec  McClendon. 
Mrs.  R.  P.  McLaurin  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Russell  were  in  charge  of  refresh¬ 
ments.  Miss  Susan  McMichael  serv¬ 
ed  as  secretary.  Misses  Beverly 
Koepp,  Iris  Cutrer,  Jan  Batte,  and 
several  others  helped  with  the 
crafts.  Mrs.  Stanley  Anderson  di¬ 
rected  the  school.  Rev.  Glen  Messer 
is  the  pastor. 
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“. Footsteps  of 
Livingstone 99 

Dramatic  New  Film  on  Africa 

The  sharp  contrast  between  the 
stirring,  restless  and  awakening 
Congo  of  today  and  the  dark  re¬ 
gions  of  Africa  only  a  century  ago 
are  vividly  portrayed  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bible  Society’s  newest  motion 
picture,  “Footsteps  of  Livingstone.” 

This  new,  28-minute  film  in 
Technicolor,  planned  to  coincide 
with  the  1959-60  study  theme  on 
Africa,  will  be  available  to  churches 
in  early  fall. 

The  diaries  of  the  famed  London 
missionary,  David  Livingstone,  are 
used  as  the  thread  to  tie  the  habits 
of  the  two  centuries  together. 

Alongside  the  growing  demand 
for  the  better  living  standards  of 
Europe  and  America,  is  shown  the 
efforts  to  bring  the  Gospel  to  the 
many  peoples  of  the  Congo  basin. 
The  slow  and  demanding  work  of 
translation,  publication  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  Scriptures  is  carefully 
traced. 

Livingstone  was  the  famed  Scot¬ 
tish  missionary-doctor  who  con¬ 
ducted  remarkable  explorations  in 
Africa  and  studied  the  people  there 
in  the  mid- 19th  century.  He  was 
lost  and  near  death  deep  in  the 
Congo  jungle  when,  at  the  climax 
of  a  widely  publicized  search,  he 
was  rescued  by  a  journalist  named 
Henry  M.  Stanley  who  greeted  him 
with  perhaps  the  most  widely  quot¬ 
ed  innocuous  phrase  of  modern 
times:  “Dr.  Livingstone,  I  presume.” 

The  motion  picture  is  resplendent 
with  the  colors  and  sounds,  the 
variety  and  textures  of  Africa.  It 
shows  how  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  in  cooperation  with  related 
organizations  and  missionary  ef¬ 
forts,  has  become  an  extension  of 
the  bold  explorations  of  the  19th 
century.  Following  the  aspirations 
of  earlier  educators  and  mission¬ 
aries,  the  Society  seeks  to  bring 
literacy  to  the  African  people  and 
encourages  the  exercise  of  that  lit¬ 
eracy  by  reading  the  Bible. 

With  narration  in  a  low  key,  the 
film  examines  the  complexities  and 
vast  distances  involved  in  trans¬ 
mitting  the  Scriptures  to  native 
villages,  to  wandering  tribes  and 
the  ancient  communities  of  river 
people. 

While  enormous  areas  of  the  Con¬ 
go  basin  remain  blanketed  with 
jungles  and  forests,  the  film  dis¬ 
closes  evidence  of  modernization  as 
it  develops  in  this  most  unrevealed 
of  all  the  continents. 

To  these  people  hovering  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  modern  world  and 
caught  up  in  the  surge  toward  na¬ 
tionalism,  the  need  for  literacy  and 
the  value  of  association  with  the 
Christian  culture  are  strikingly  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  documentary  picture. 
The  American  Bible  Society  seeks 
to  make  the  Bible  the  key  to  this 
culture,  as  well  as  the  instrument 
of  faith  and  knowledge. 

About  September  1,  the  color  film 
Footsteps  of  Livingstone”  will  be 
available  for  church  bookings,  for 
a  service  fee  of  $4.00  from  the  Au¬ 
dio-Visual  Department  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  440  Park 
Avenue  South,  New  York  16,  N.Y. 


Behind  the  Headlines  in  the  Congo 

By  Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth 
Elisabethville,  Belgian  Congo 

I  am  sure  that  you  all  have  read  the  headlines  about  the  Congo  in 
these  recent  months— headlines  about  the  disturbances  in  Leopoldville; 
headlines  about  the  stated  purpose  of  Belgium  to  establish  in  the  Congo  a 
democracy  that  will  be  capable  of  deciding  its  sovereignty  and  independ¬ 
ence;  headlines  about  the  project  for  the  development  of  a  giant  hydro¬ 
electric  plant  on  the  Congo  River. 

Behind  these  headlines  lies  the  fact  of  the  rapid  development  of  a 
people  on  the  one  hand  and  its  tremendous  needs  on  the  other;  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  world  in  every  part  of  it  and  the  necessity  of  responsible 
action  by  each  part  on  its  own  behalf. 

How  much  of  the  cause  of  the  rioting  in  Leopoldville  was  due  to  the 
fact  of  the  recession  in  the  United  States  which  brought  on  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  copper  and  put  thousands  out  of  work  in  the  Congo?  It  is  hard 
to  say— but  it  is  a  fact  that  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  workers  in  Leopoldville 
were  Out  of  work.  It  was  the  unemployed  who  rioted.  How  much  was 
caused  by  the  lack  of  the  western  world  in  helping  the  under-developed 


lands  receive  the  opportunities  for 
education  that  they  crave  and  need? 
We  do  not  know — but  it  is  reported 
that  70  per  cent  of  the  rioters  were 
teen-agers  who  had  been  told  that 
they  were  too  old  to  continue  in 
school  and  yet  they  were  too  young 
to  be  able  to  get  work. 

Complicating  all  of  this  was  the 
re-birth  of  tense  tribalism  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  excessive  nationalism 
of  the  whole  world  massed  with  the 
legitimate  aspirations  of  a  develop¬ 
ing  people  to  have  more  to  say  and 
do  in  the  ruling  of  their  lives. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  think 
Leopoldville  is  the  whole  of  the 
Congo.  The  fact  that  the  disturb¬ 
ances  took  place  in  a  country  that 
was  actually  tranquil  made  them 
£tand  out  in  contrast.  Actually  the 
much  more  violent  rioting  that 
broke  out  between  tribes  across  the 
Congo  River  in  Brazzaville,  the 
former  French  colony  now  the  Re¬ 
public  of  the  Congo,  received  less 
world  attention.  On  the  whole  the 
people  of  the  Belgian  Congo  have 
repudiated  the  violence  of  the 
tribes  in  and  around  Leopoldville — 
the  Bakongo.  They  are  disgusted 
with  their  demands  and  their  dis¬ 
regard  of  the  necessary  time  table 
of  development. 

The  spirit  of  the  country  on  the 
whole  seems  to  be  acceptance  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  government  and  a 
desire  to  cooperate  in  the  formation 
of  the  new  political  institutions  on 
the  basis  of  democratic  choice  com¬ 
bined  with  the  traditional  recogni¬ 
tion  of  hereditary  chiefs.  Also  they 
recognize  the  necessity  for  cooper¬ 
ation  in  the  development  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  resources  of  the  land.  Legis¬ 
lative  councils,  administrative  ad¬ 
visors,  locally  elected  counselors, 
are  rapidly  being  chosen.  There  is 
no  racial  tag  applied.  Sometimes 
the  groups  have  chosen  half  Euro¬ 
peans  and  half  Africans,  sometimes 
a  preponderance  of  Africans.  Laws 
are  being  re-written  to  see  that  no 
racial  discrimination  remains.  It 
has  been  categorically  proclaimed 
that  there  shall  be  no  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  in  any  sphere. 

Behind  all  this  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  development  stands  the 
greatest  responsibility  of  all.  The 
Church  is  right  in  the  center  of  that 
responsibility.  It  is  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  people  who  will  be  able  to 
carry  these  tasks,  who  have  not 
only  the  information  and  skills  re¬ 
quired,  but  also  the  character  that 
is  demanded.  If  there  is  one  fact 
more  than  any  other  that  has  be¬ 
come  evident  in  the  modern  history 
of  new  nations  it  is  the  prime  im¬ 
portance  of  the  character  of  the 
people  placed  in  ruling  positions. 
The  formation  of  such  character 
must  be  found  in  the  schools  and 
churches  of  the  Christian  program. 


We  are  stressing  evangelism 
throughout  the  quadrennium  with 
amazing  results.  Also  we  wish  to 
develop  the  size  of  our  secondary 
school,  open  new  primary  classes, 
extend  our  medical  training,  raise 
the  standard  of  theological  educa¬ 
tion,  prepare  many  more  students 
for  the  university. 

Wide-Open  Doors 
For  Church 
Related  Colleges? 

With  the  prediction  that  a  “tidal 
wave”  of  students  will  be  seeking 
admittance  to  college  during  the 
next  decade,  the  question  arises, 
“Should  church-related  colleges 
have  wide-open  doors?” 

In  a  copyrighted  debate  on  that 
subject  in  the  September  issue  of 
Methodism’s  family  magazine,  TO¬ 
GETHER,  Milburn  P.  Akers,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times  and  a 
trustee  of  both  MacMurray  and  Mc- 
Kendree  colleges,  says,  “Yes. 
Church  colleges  should  admit  high- 
school  graduates  of  good  moral 
character,  even  though  their  schol¬ 
astic  achievements  are  but  ordina¬ 
ry.” 

Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke,  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of 
Southwestern  University  and  for¬ 
merly  director  of  the  Department 
of  Secondary  and  Higher  Education 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  says,  “No. 
Colleges  cannot  open  their  doors  so 
wide  as  to  admit  everyone  and  still 
expect  to  produce  extraordinary 
men  and  women.  For  it  is  precisely 
the  extraordinary  who  are  more 
and  more  required  by  our  advanc¬ 
ing  civilization  in  its  dependence 
upon  competence  and  skill.” 

Editor  Akers  makes  it  clear  that 
no  college  should  be  asked  to  keep 
ordinary  students  after  they  have 
demonstrated  a  patent  inability  to 
do  college  work.  “But  church  col¬ 
leges  should  admit  them,  give  them 
a  fair  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
that  they  can  do  acceptable  college 
work,  and  then,  if  they  fail,  ex¬ 
clude  them.  The  trial  method  is  the 
only  fair  method.” 

Akers  sympathizes  with  the  col¬ 
lege  president  whose  facilities  are 
so  taxed  that  he  must  find  ways  to 
eliminate  some  would-be  entrants. 
He  admits  that  the  dullards  and  the 
morally  unfit  obviously  can  be  de¬ 
nied  admission. 

“But  let’s  go  slow,”  he  cautions, 
“in  denying  admission  to  the  aver¬ 
age  student.  It  is  the  average  men 
and  women  who,  to  a  large  extent, 
still  run  the  country  and  the  world. 
The  eggheads  seldom  make  great 
leaders.  They  perform  creditably 


in  the  research  laboratories  and  in 
other  rarefied  atmospheres  to  which 
they  are  specifically  acclimated 
They  rarely  do  well  in  the  hurly. 
burly  of  the  workaday  world.” 

Dean  Wicke  admits  that  he  does 
not  propose  that  only  the  intellect^ 
ally  elite  be  admitted  to  college 
“But  as  enrollment  pressures  rise 
colleges  should  admit  only  those 
students  who  are  actually  motivated 
to  further  their  education;  who  re- 
gard  college  training  not  as  a  right 
but  as  an  opportunity  of  great  value 
and  importance;  and  who  will  do 
their  best  to  learn.  There  are,  un¬ 
fortunately,  few  colleges  today 
which  do  not  have  many  students 
who  have  come  just  for  the  ride. 
They  are  there  merely  because  it  is 
the  thing  to  do  or  because  their 
parents  want  them  there.” 

Akers  is  against  any  arbitrary 
selection  of  a  top  percentage  based 
on  achievement  and  psychological 
tests.  “Selection  of  students  by 
class  rank  places  too  high  a  premi¬ 
um  on  intelligence,  not  enough  on 
moral  fibre,  determination,  and 
Christian  consecration.  .  .  I  am 
agreed  that  a  person’s  intelligence 
can  probably  be  determined,  even 
measured.  But  the  inner  recesses 
of  a  man’s  heart  and  soul,  unlike 
his  mental  capacity,  cannot  be 
proved.  Yet  it  is  these  qualities  that 
should  be  of  concern  to  the  edu¬ 
cator.  And  it  is  in  the  church-re¬ 
lated  college,  particularly,  where 
we  should  find  that  concern  mani¬ 
fested.  If  it  isn’t,  why  have  church- 
related  colleges?” 

Dean  Wicke  maintains  that  it  is 
church-related  and  independent 
colleges  which  help  to  keep  Amer¬ 
ican  education  free.  “Private  edu¬ 
cation,  if  it  is  good  enough,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  a  chief  bulwark  of  public 
education.  Privately  controlled  col¬ 
leges  are  far  less  susceptible  than 
local  and  state  colleges  to  public 
pressures  which  would  destroy 
their  nature.  .  .  The  only  way  the 
private  college  can  lose  its  whole¬ 
some  influence  upon  American  edu¬ 
cation  is  by  attempting  to  do  more 
than  it  is  able,  or  by  failing  to  ad¬ 
vance  in  quality.” 

It  is  imperative,  therefore,  that 
church  colleges  “strive  to  become 
educational  communities  of  power, 
more  than  ever  supporting  their 
gifted  teachers.  They  must  find  bet¬ 
ter  methods  of  stimulating  students 
to  work  of  their  own  initiative, 
seeking  especially  to  identify  the 
bright  and  creative  student  and 
give  him  his  head  early.” 

This  they  can  accomplish,  con¬ 
cludes  Dr.  Wicke,  only  by  limiting 
their  growth  according  to  their  re¬ 
sources  and  aims  and  by  becoming 
increasingly  selective. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

“The  Everlasting  Light”  is  the 
1959  theme  that  has  been  chosen 
for  the  “Worldwide  Bible  Reading 
Program,”  sponsored  each  year  by 
the  American  Bible  Society  from 
Thanksgiving  to  Christmas.  This  is 
the  sixteenth  consecutive  year  for 
the  reading  program.  December  6  to 
13  has  been  designated  as  Universal 
Bible  Week  in  which  churches  of  all 
denominations  will  celebrate  the 
“Bible’s  Day”  according  to  their 
church  calendar.  The  week  begins 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  Advent 
and  the  high  point  is  reached  on 
Universal  Bible  Sunday,  December 
13.  Bookmarks,  suggesting  daily 
readings  from  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas,  are  being  made  available 
to  local  congregations. 


A  75-seat  chapel  has  been  opened 
on  the  ground  floor  of  an  office 
building  in  the  heart  of  the  San 
Francisco  financial  district.  The 
Chapel  of  St.  Francis  in  the  Mills 
was  financed  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  and  a  grant  from  the  urban- 
industrial  church  work  division  of 
the  Episcopal  Church’s  National 
Council.  Morning  and  late  afternoon 
services  are  conducted  each  week¬ 
day  by  the  Rev.  Henry  P.  King,  Jr. 
Protestant  ministers  and  rabbis  are 
invited  to  preach  also  at  the  noon 
meditation  services.  At  the  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies,  attended  by  Mayor 
Christopher  and  other  civic  leaders, 
the  Rt.  Rev.  James  A.  Pike,  Bishop 
of  California,  declared  that  the 
downtown  chapel  is  not  intended  as 
“a  refuge  from  work”  but  as  “a 
symbol  of  the  spirit  in  which  we 
hope  more  and  more  men  will  con¬ 
duct  their  daily  life.” 


World  Outlook,  missionary  month¬ 
ly  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  is  offering  three 
“Golden  Anniversary  Awards”  in 
1960  in  celebration  of  “fifty  years  of 
missionary  journalism.”  The  awards 
will  total  $1,275.  It  was  in  1911  that 
World  Outlook  and  its  predecessor 
missionary  journals  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  were  first 
issued.  There  will  be  three  awards 
($250,  $100,  and  $75)  for  the  “best 
missionary  hymns”  (texts  only) 
submitted  to  World  Outlook  not 
later  than  February  1,  1960.  The 
verses  must  be  original  and  unpub¬ 
lished;  and  the  words  must  be  sing¬ 
able  to  a  tune  appearing  in  the 
current  Methodist  Hymnal.  The 
judges  of  the  texts  received  will  be 
named  by  the  Hymn  Society  of  Am¬ 
erica.  Awards  in  like  sums  will  be 
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A  Day’s  Work  In  Pusan 

By  Helen  Rosser,  R.N. 

Pusan,  Korea 

When  a  day  breaks  in  Pusan,  one  never  knows  what  it  will  bring  forth. 
It  may  be  a  preacher  bringing  a  child  to  be  taken  to  the  Children’s  Hospital; 
it  may  be  the  nurse  coming  to  consult  about  one  of  the  baby  clinics. 

In  these  clinics,  organized  in  five  Methodist  churches,  2,000  babies 
come  to  be  weighed  and  examined  twice  a  month.  The  mothers  bringing 
them  listen  to  a  devotional  talk  by  one  of  the  workers.  It  would  thrill  you 
to  hear  them  sing  hymns,  knowing  that  most  of  them  come  from  non- 
Christian  homes.  Out  of  these  groups  some  become  Christians  and  active 
church  members.  (Twenty  were  received  into  one  church  last  month.) 
What  a  privilege  to  have  part  in  this  type  of  evangelism!  After  the  devo¬ 
tional  service,  health  demonstration,  and  private  interviews  are  over,  the 
mothers  line  up  with  a  No.  10  empty  can  to  receive  milk  powder  enough 
for  the  next  two  weeks. 

Just  outside  of  one  of  these  clinics  is  a  soup  kitchen,  where  300  people 


come  every  day  at  noon  and  get  hot 


made  for  the  “best  missionary  stor¬ 
ies”  submitted  to  World  Outlook  not 
later  than  March  1,  1960.  Manu¬ 
scripts  must  not  exceed  2,000  words 
in  length.  And  three  similar  awards 
will  be  made  for  the  “best  essays 
on  the  philosophy  of  Christian  mis¬ 
sions”;  they  will  be  judged  by  a 
panel  of  distinguished  theologians 
and  mission  executives.  Entries 
must  be  received  by  World  Outlook 
before  April  1,  1960. 


Church  and  state  are  uniting  in 
Switzerland  to  celebrate  the  four 
hundredth  year  of  the  University 
of  Geneva,  in  Geneva,  founded  by 
John  Calvin,  early  Protestant  leader 
and  reformer.  At  a  service  in  Gene¬ 
va’s  Cathedral  of  St.  Pierre,  Pastor 
Marc  Boegner,  president  of  the 
French  Protestant  Federation, 
preached  on  “gratitude.”  Pastor 
Boegner  said  it  was  significant  that 
after  four  hundred  years  the  church 
and  university  could  give  thanks 
together.  Both,  he  said,  served  the 
cause  of  truth.  He  called  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  translate  its  gratitude 
into  actions.  Professor  Jaques  Cour- 
voisier,  of  the  University’s  theologi¬ 
cal  faculty,  took  a  leading  part  in 
public  events  as  rector  for  the  jubi¬ 
lee  year. 


Religion  In  American  Life’s  elev¬ 
enth  annual  campaign  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  throughout  the  United  States 
during  November  in  a  cooperative 
effort  of  American  business,  adver¬ 
tising,  volunteer  groups  and  church¬ 
es  and  synagogues  to  raise  still 
further  the  level  of  attendance  at 
worship  services.  Beginning  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  the  commencement  of  Reli¬ 
gion  In  American  Life  Month,  RIAL 
advertising  will  appear  from  coast 
to  coast.  There  will  be  about  6,500 
billboards,  10,000  three-sheet  post¬ 
ers,  90,000  car  cards  in  busses, 
10,000  newspaper  ads,  and  thousands 
of  spot  announcements  on  television 
and  radio.  Hundreds  of  mayors  will 
proclaim  November  as  RIAL  Month, 
as  will  the  governors  of  most  states. 


Church  Furniture 

Sunday  School  chairs  and  tables, 
any  size  and  height,  chairs  $2.50 
each,  tables  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.,  fin¬ 
ished  and  delivered  in  La.  Church 
pews  of  pine,  red  or  white  oak 
from  $5.00  to  $7.00  per  ft.  Pul¬ 
pits,  altars,  communion  tables, 
flower  stands,  prices  on  request. 
Phone  Mayfair  3-4785  or  Write: 

TAYLOR  BROS. 

FURNITURE  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  86  Palmella,  La. 


gruel  made  with  corn  meal  and  skim 
milk  powder.  This  fills  a  great  need 
in  communities  where  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  poverty.  All  over  Pu¬ 
san,  every  where  you  go,  you  can 
see  huts  which  would  seem  unin¬ 
habitable  to  even  the  poorest  group 
in  America.  This  milk  powder  and 
many  other  things  are  furnished 
through  Church  World  Service. 

Later  in  the  day,  the  nurse  work¬ 
ing  in  “Boys’  Town”  brings  27  boys 
in  from  there  to  be  x-rayed  at  our 
Community  Center.  Only  one  boy, 
nine-year-old  Choi  Kyung  Sup,  was 
called  back  for  a  more  complete 
check-up.  He  stayed  in  our  home 
while  this  was  being  done.  He  ac¬ 
companied  me  everywhere  I  went 
in  the  car  and  was  delighted  with 
the  sightseeing.  The  things  that  at¬ 
tracted  his  attention  were  the  things 
he  was  acquainted  with.  He  called 
attention  to  the  goats  and  cows  along 
the  way,  the  waving  fields  of  barley, 
the  Irish  potatoes  in  the  market.  He 
always  compared  them  with  “Ours 
at  Boys’  Town”  with  a  comment  of 
approval.  A  realization  of  security 
was  his,  for  he  had  a  feeling  of  be¬ 
longing;  the  feeling  of  orphanage 
was  over.  Rachel  Pickett,  my  house¬ 
mate,  and  I  were  amazed  at  his 
poise  in  a  foreign  home  for  the  first 
time.  He  asked  no  questions  but 
observed  carefully.  He  used  his  nap¬ 
kin  as  though  he  was  used  to  it 
every  day  and  handled  his  fork  or 
spoon  with  perfect  ease.  He  re¬ 
sponded  when  I  called  on  him  to 
return  thanks. 

How  I  wish  that  words  could  con¬ 
vey  to  you  what  “Boys’  Town” 
means  to  these  200  boys  that  were 
found  begging  on  the  streets  and 
now  they  have  an  opportunity  to 
become  useful  citizens  and  Christian 
men.  To  have  a  school  for  them  on 
the  island  adds  to  their  joy,  for 
every  Korean  lad  hungers  for  an 
education. 
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“The  Life  and 
Times  of  Herod 
The  Great ” 

By  Stewart  Perowne 

“Herod  the  Great  was  one  of  the 
most  glittering  figures  of  one  of  the 
most  glowing  periods  of  human  his¬ 
tory,”  states  Stewart  Perowne.  “His 
life  was  full  of  action  and  incident, 
of  peril  and  politics,  of  triumph 
and  tragedy,  his  character  an  amaz¬ 
ing  psychological  enigma.” 

Against  the  background  of  the 
times  in  which  he  lived,  Herod  is 
viewed  in  THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES 
OF  HEROD  THE  GREAT  as  a  hu¬ 
man  being  as  well  as  a  monarch. 
To  most  people,  he  is  known  as 
the  man  who  massacred  the  babies 
of  Bethlehem.  Others  confuse  him 
with  his  descendant  who  judged 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  allowed  him 
to  be  sentenced  to  death  by  Pontius 
Pilate. 

Digging  into  a  wealth  of  historical 
facts,  the  author  attempts  a  new 
assessment  of  this  Arab  prince  who 
became  the  King  of  the  Jews  in  the 
most  momentus  period  in  human 
history.  Much  evidence  is  found 
both  in  ancient  and  modern  times — 
Josephus,  the  historian  of  the  Jews, 
devotes  one-sixth  of  his  History  and 
Wars  to  this  ruler,  and  the  evidence 
of  archeology  continues  to  uncover 
buildings  erected  during  his  reign 
twenty  centuries  ago.  He  was  close¬ 
ly  connected  with  such  well-known 
historical  figures  as  Antony,  Cleo¬ 
patra,  Vipsanius  Agrippa,  and  Au¬ 
gustus  Caesar.  Among  his  great 
archeological  feats  is  included  the 
building  of  the  magnificent  Temple 
at  Jerusalem. 

The  book  contains  end-sheet  maps 
of  “The  Kingdom  of  Herod  the 
Great,”  and  “Jerusalem  in  the  Time 
of  Herod  the  Great.”  There  are  40 
half-tone  illustrations  and  a  chrono¬ 
logical  table  of  the  life  of  Herod 
the  Great,  as  well  as  a  full  page 
table  of  the  Hasmonean  kings  to 
enable  the  reader  to  thread  his  way 
through  the  complex  events  of  the 
period. 
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An  Institutional  Religious  Program 


The  Mentally  Retarded 

By  Howard  W.  Parshall, 

Protestant  Chaplain 

State  Colony  and  Training  School,  Pineville,  La. 


This  article  is  the  second  in  a 
series  designed  to  familiarize  the 
layman  with  the  nature  of  mental 
retardation  and  its  associated 
problems.* 

Religious  training  for  the  insti¬ 
tutionalized  defective  is  a  relative¬ 
ly  new  area  of  concern.  As  late  as 
1955  only  a  few  institutions  em¬ 
ployed  full  time  resident  chaplains. 

History 

What  was  true  of  most  institu¬ 
tions,  was  true  of  the  Colony.  Until 
1955,  with  the  employment  of  Rev¬ 
erend  Wilford  Thompson  as  chap¬ 
lain,  religious  activities  were  com¬ 
pletely  dependent  upon  interested 
individuals  and  neighboring 
churches.  Little  effort  was  made  to 
coordinate  these  activities  or  eval¬ 
uate  their  usefulness. 

Reverend  Thompson  laid  the  nec¬ 
essary  foundation  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  balanced  religious  pro¬ 
gram.  He  scheduled  interested 
churches  in  regular  week  night 
services  and  developed  the  Sunday 
program  into  a  balanced  service 
that  stressed  patient  participation. 
He  regularly  distributed  Sunday 
school  materials  to  cottages  for  the 
first  time. 

Present  Program 

The  present  religious  program 
will  be  considered  in  terms  of  wor¬ 
ship,  religious  education  and  visi¬ 
tation. 

Worship 

The  weekly  worship  program  is 
designed  to  meet  the  varied  relig¬ 
ious  needs  of  the  patients. 

Sunday  afternoon  services  are 
conducted  for  both  colored  and 
white  patients,  who  attend  them 
voluntarily.  They  enjoy  singing 
hymns,  choruses  and  “specials”  at 
these  services.  With  the  aid  of 
pictures,  drawings,  films  and  film¬ 
strips,  the  chaplain  seeks  to  teach 
basic  Christian  truths  that  deal  pri¬ 
marily  with  relationships,  attitudes 
and  behavior.  Systematic  and  reg¬ 
ular  review  is  an  important  part  of 
his  teaching  procedure.  Frequently 
the  service  is  closed  with  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  with  patients  participating , 
responsively.  The  colored  service, 
in  another  building,  is  directed  by 
Reverend  Anthony  Cooper,  a  local 
pastor. 

Church  groups  from  the  Alexan- 
dria-Pineville  area  provide  an  im¬ 
portant  link  with  the  community 
through  the  Thursday  evening  serv¬ 
ices.  The  Salvation  Army,  along 
with  Baptist,  Methodist  and  Pente¬ 
costal  churches,  is  responsible  for 
one  service  each  month.  The  pa¬ 
tients  indicate  they  enjoy  these 
services  by  their  attendance,  com¬ 
ments  and  behavior. 

A.  weekly  Episcopal  service  is 
conducted  on  one  of  the  cottages 
by  Reverend  James  Adams,  insti¬ 
tutional  chaplain  for  this  area. 

Religious  Education 

The  nature  of  mental  retardation 
and  the  type  of  institutional  care 
needed  to  properly  care  for  the  pa¬ 
tients,  suggests  the  advisability  of 


conducting  Sunday  school  classes 
on  the  cottages.  Here  patients  are 
segregated  according  to  age,  sex, 
race  and  degree  of  retardation. 

The  cottage  serves  as  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  home  and  the  attendants  are 
his  parents  while  he  is  here.  They 
are  a  daily  influence  in  his  life  and 
know  his  needs  better  than  anyone 
else  in  the  institution.  For  this 
reason,  it  is  felt  they  can  most  ef¬ 
fectively  teach  the  Sunday  school 
lesson.  Every  cottage  is  unique  in 
its  problems  and  needs;  therefore, 
every  effort  is  made  to  fit  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  program  to  each  cottage 
situation. 

No  attempt  is  made,  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  to  conduct  classes  for  the 
“severely”  retarded. 

“Trainable”  patients  assemble  in 
the  day  room  of  their  cottage  for 
the  Sunday  school  period.  Hymns 
and  choruses  are  sung,  the  lesson 
is  told  by  the  attendant  and  the 
group  is  dismissed  with  prayer. 

“Educable”  patients  have  a  more 
formal  class  period.  Once  the  group 
has  gathered,  the  roll  is  called  and 
quarterlies  are  distributed.  After 
the  song  service,  the  teacher  tells 


O  n  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid 


The  Faith  That  Is  Ours 

In  what  is  really  a  footnote  to 
the  review  of  a  volume  on  psychol¬ 
ogy  and  physics,  Nobel-prize-win- 
ner  Professor  Arthur  H.  Compton, 
now  of  Washington  University,  St. 
Louis,  makes  some  comments  on 
“faith”  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Sat¬ 
urday  Review.  Dr.  Compton  has 
long  been  known  as  an  outspoken 
Christian  layman,  active  in  church 
bodies,  as  well  as  a  leader  in 
atomic  science  development. 

The  Professor  takes  “radical  dis¬ 
agreement,”  he  says,  with  the  other 
scientist  who  notes,  “The  scientist 
has  no  place  for  ‘faith’ counter¬ 
ing  it  with  the  statement  he  (Dr. 
Compton)  has  often  made,  “It  is  a 
noteworthy  characteristic  of  the 
scientist  that  he  is  a  man  of  faith.” 

Here  is  locked  the  issue  between 
two  scientists,  each  intent  upon 
stating  the  truth  as  he  sees  it.  And 
it  becomes  quite  clear  that  much 
has  to  do  with  the  meaning  of 

faith.” 

Here  is  locked  the  issue  between 
two  scientists,  each  intent  upon 
stating  the  truth  as  he  sees  it.  And 
it  becomes  quite  clear  that  much 
has  to  do  with  the  meaning  of 

“faith.”  That,  too,  is  the  place 
where  “men  of  the  church”  and 
“men  on  the  fringe  of  (or  outside) 
the  church”  hear  and  see  the  same 
words  and  differ  radically:  they  are 
really  not  talking  about  quite  the 
same  thing. 

One  person — even  one  scientist — 
considers  “faith”  as  something  we 


the  Bible  story  in  terms  of  the  pa¬ 
tients’  interests  and  daily  needs. 
However,  adult  patients  often  speak 
of  the  material  as  “kids’  stuff”  be¬ 
cause  the  subject  matter  is  design¬ 
ed  for  primary  and  junior  age  chil¬ 
dren.  Even  though  they  are  unable 
to  understand  more  difficult  ma¬ 
terial,  they  desire  lessons  more  ap¬ 
propriate  to  their  adult  interests. 

Visitation 

Regular  visitation  to  the  Colony 
hospital  and  cottages  is  an  import¬ 
ant  phase  of  the  chaplain’s  minis¬ 
try.  In  this  connection,  he  usually 
carries  a  tape  recorder  and  plays 
hymns  and  spirituals  while  visiting 
the  patients. 

Conclusion 

A  religious  ministry  to  the  insti¬ 
tutional  mental  defective  is  a  new 
ministry.  Its  need  and  usefulness 
are  increasingly  evident.  The  meth¬ 
ods  of  performing  this  ministry  are 
still  in  their  infancy.  However, 
foundations  are  being  laid  and  a 
new  day  is  dawning  in  the  spiritual 
care  of  “the  least  of  these,”  God’s 
children. 

♦“The  Louisiana  Methodist,”  April 
16,  1959,  page  8. 


accept  without  proof — accept  it  be¬ 
cause  our  parents,  our  church,  a 
long  line  of  forebears,  a  book,  or 
even  the  tradition  of  our  group 
have  “always”  held  it  or  believed 
it.  Such  “faith,”  when  confronted 
with  a  scientific  fact  or  theory 
(“Origin  of  Species”;  a  round 
world,  etc.)  tends  to  oppose  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  new  discovery  and  to 
affirm  all  the  louder  its  “faith”  in 
what  now  seems  to  others  to  be 
erroneous.  Here  begins  our  sepa¬ 
rations  into  cults,  and  sects,  and 
schools,  and  factions  —  even,  we 
sorrow  to  note,  within  the  church 
dedicated  to  the  highest  truth. 

Professor  Compton  points  out, 
however,  that  in  the  “Protestant 
tradition”  we  have  “faith”  but  that 
we  hold  “truth”  even  higher  than 
“faith.”  (We  could  wish  this  as  gen¬ 
erally  accepted  within  Protestant¬ 
ism  as  he  seems  to  assume.)  Then 
when  science  or  other  discovery 
casts  disbelief,  or  some  other  point 
of  view,  upon  what  we  and  our  an¬ 
cestors  and  associates  have  held 
“on  the  authority  of  faith,”  the 
teaching  of  the  authority  must  be 
questioned.  In  a  word,  we  live  by 
faith  until  a  clearer  light  comes: 
that,  I  believe,  is  in  accord  with 
Holy  Writ,  and  is  the  very  essence 
of  the  development  of  our  Jewish- 
Christian  religion  from  Moses  to 
the  Apostles  and  Epistlers.  This 
“faith” — ever  on  the  alert  for  more 
definite  truth — is  generally  accept¬ 
ed  by  scientists. 

But  Professor  Compton  takes  an 
added  step  into  what  he  calls  “a 
more  fundamental  meaning  to 
faith,”  his  own  accepted  view,  and 
one  that  might  well  be  ours  in  the 
church  in  this  so-called  “age  of  un¬ 
certainty.”  “This,”  he  says,  “is  trust 
in  the  principles  and  persons  in 
which  experience  has  shown  us  that 


Bishop  Kennedy 
Appraises  African 
Missions 

Bishop  Gerald  H.  Kennedy  of  the 
Los  Angeles  episcopal  area,  one  of 
many  Methodist  visitors  to  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo  within  the  last  year,  has 
written  an  evaluation  of  Methodist 
work  in  the  Congo  in  the  July- 
September  issue  of  The  African 
Christian  Advocate.  He  says  of  this 
Methodist  “Land  of  Decision”: 

“Every  now  and  again  there 
comes  to  the  Christian  a  new  vision 
and  a  new  inspiration.  These  ex¬ 
periences  came  to  me  as  I  visited 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo.  It  has  been  my  most 
thrilling  missionary  tour.  As  I  think 
back  over  it,  three  things  lift  up  my 
heart. 

“First,  the  Methodist  Church  is 
established  in  the  life  of  the  people. 
We  are  identified  with  their  needs 
and  desires.  To  an  amazing  extent, 
the  plain  man  feels  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  concerned  with  his 
problems  and  his  dreams.  I  believe 
that  whatever  the  future  may  be, 
this  foundation  cannot  be  destroyed. 
Who  can  forget  the  village  churches 
out  in  the  bush,  or  the  great  congre¬ 
gations  of  the  city:  I  have  not  found 
such  an  example  of  this  planting  of 
the  church  in  any  other  place. 

“The  second  thing  this  is  unfor¬ 
gettable  is  the  Methodist  leadership. 
Under  the  guidance  of  Bishop  New¬ 
ell  S.  Booth,  the  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  and  teachers  of  the  Congo  have 
risen  to  great  heights.  I  met  such 
able  and  devoted  missionaries  that 
it  made  me  proud  to  be  a  part  of 
the  same  church  they  serve.  A 
young  layman  with  me  marveled 
that  the  church  could  enlist  such 
people  for  such  nominal  salaries. 
They  in  turn  have  inspired  and 
trained  men  and  women  for  the 
country.  All  of  this  made  me  think 
of  the  early  days  of  Christianity 
when  men  and  women  gave  up 
everything  to  follow  Christ. 

“Finally,  I  have  seen  the  whole 
Gospel  in  action.  Missionaries  do 
not  talk  nonsense  about  whether 
the  Gospel  is  individual  or  social. 
They  build  the  church!  Then  come 
schools,  agricultural  projects,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  social  centers.  No  Meth¬ 
odist  in  the  Congo  will  ever  doubt 
that  Christianity  deals  with  all  of 
life.  I  believe  that  if  the  laymen 
and  preachers  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism  could  see  what  I  have  seen, 
we  would  increase  our  missionary 
support  ten  times.  I  can  only  be 
grateful  for  the  experience  that  has 
come  to  me,  and  pray  for  the  ability 
to  share  it  with  my  brethren.” 


we  can  reliably  have  confidence. 
In  its  religious  usage,  this  is  what 
I  mean  by  ‘faith  in  God.’  In  prac¬ 
tical  usage,  this  is  what  I  mean 
when  I  say  I  have  faith  in  the  laws 
of  physics,  or  in  the  power  of  free¬ 
dom,  or  that  I  have  faith  in  the 
President  when  he  asks  me  to  de¬ 
velop  certain  devices  needed  for 
the  defense  of  the  nation.” 

He  notes  that  men  of  science 
have  this  faith  as  they  use  knowl¬ 
edge  and  skills  to  try  to  make  a 
better  world.  Without  faith  not 
only  in  something  but  in  Someone, 
could  the  farmer  plant,  the  preach¬ 
er  teach,  the  parent  provide  for  his 
children,  the  church  live  and  serve? 
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Convocation  on 
Church  in  Town  and 
Country,  Oct.  20-22 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (NC)  —  Every 
phase  of. the  rapidly  changing  Town 
and  Country  Church  movement  in 
America  will  be  examined  when 
some  1,000  churchmen,  laymen  and 
rural  life  specialists  meet  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convocation  on  the  Church 
in  Town  and  Country  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  October  20-22. 

Several  leaders  from  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend. 

An  annual  gathering  under  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  meeting  this  year  will 
also  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Louisville  Councils  of 
Churches. 

The  National  Convocation  brings 
together  experts  on  rural  and  ur¬ 
ban-rural  life.  Delegates  will  seek 
to  establish  the  new  role  of  the 
church  in  dealing  with  the  social 
changes  brought  about  by  declining 
farm  population  and  mushrooming 
urban-rural  areas.  They  will  give 
special  attention  to  new  ways  by 
which  the  church  can  meet  the  rev¬ 
olutionary  changes  going  on  in 
both  town  and  country  living. 

Centenary  Opens 
Registration  for 
135th  Year  of  Service 

Registration  opened  yesterday 
for  an  anticipated  800  students  at 
Centenary  College  as  the  institu¬ 
tion  prepared  for  its  135th  year  of 
educational  service. 

Upperclassmen  are  registering  to¬ 
day,  and  registration  for  freshman 
students  took  place  yesterday  fol¬ 
lowing  several  days  of  orientation 
tor  the  new  students.  Classwork 
will  begin  tomorrow. 

The  1959-60  academic  year  was 
officially  launched  last  Friday  and 
Saturday  with  the  annual  pre-regis¬ 
tration  faculty  conference,  held  in 
the  Moore  Student  Center  on  the 
campus  and  followed  by  the  yearly 
family  picnic  for  faculty  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  personnel  at  Camp 
Margaret,  near  Robson. 

The  conference  was  highlighted 
the  annual  address  to  the  facul- 
y  by  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president 
°f  Centenary.  Dr.  Mickle  spoke 
Jt  the  Friday  morning  session,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  introduction  of  new 
acuity  and  staff  members  by  Dean 
jeroy  Vogel.  Helen  Houston  Line- 
yger,  dean  of  women,  and  Dr.  J. 
oward  Allen,  dean  of  students, 

*  ong  with  Dean  Vogel,  dean  of  the 
allege,  also  delivered  brief  out- 
*nes  °f  their  plans  for  the  year  on 
ms  occasion. 

fn  his  address,  Dr.  Mickle  praised 
e  faculty  and  staff  for  its  gener- 
Us  contributions  in  time  and  mon- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


Dr.  Edwin  Dahlberg  Calls  on  Churches  for 
Special  Prayer  During  Khrushchev  Visit 

Washington,  D.  C.  (N.  Y.)  (NCC) — The  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.  S.  A., 
issued  a  call  to  the  churches  of  America  to  engage  in  special  prayer  during 
the  visit  to  this  country  of  Premier  Nikita  S.  Khrushchev  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  president  of  the  National  Council,  which  represents  thirty-three 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  communions,  made  his  appeal  for  prayer 
during  a  meeting  in  Washington  of  one  hundred  leaders  of  thirty  of  the 
Council’s  member  bodies  who  had  gathered  there  for  a  visit  to  the  White 
House.  The  object  of  the  visit  was  to  inform  the  President  of  the  National 
Council’s  nationwide  program  for  peace  which  is  being  carried  forward  in 
the  constituent  churches  during  1959-1960,  and  to  let  the  President  know 


of  the  prayerful  concern  which  the 
the  heavy  responsibilities  he  is  car¬ 
rying  on  behalf  of  our  country  and 
world  peace. 

Dr.  Dahlberg  issued  the  prayer 
for  suggested  use  in  the  churches. 

It  is  hoped  that  special  prayers 
will  be  offered  by  churches  and 
church  members  throughout  the 
current  series  of  visits,  conversa¬ 
tions,  and  negotiations  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  nations,  asking  for  the 
guidance  of  God  toward  a  perma¬ 
nent  peace  of  justice  and  freedom 
among  all  peoples. 

The  full  text  of  the  prayer  fol¬ 
lows: 

“A  PRAYER  FOR  THE  NATION” 

“Almighty  and  eternal  God, 
whose  judgments  are  true  and 
righteous  altogether,  and  who  hast 
promised  to  give  wisdom  to  all  who 
ask  of  thee,  we  come  to  thee  in 
deep  penitence  and  contrition  as 
thy  human  children. 

“Conscious  of  our  moral  and 
spiritual  needs  as  finite  beings,  we 
pray  for  the  forthcoming  meetings 
of  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  Nikita  S.  Khrushchev,  Premier 
of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Re¬ 
publics. 

“As  they  are  in  consultation  with 
each  other  may  we  all  in  the  secret 
place  of  the  Most  High  hold  a  sum¬ 
mit  conference  with  thee,  to  the 
end  that  the  clouds  of  suspicion 
and  fear  now  shadowing  the  life  of 
mankind  may  be  cleared  away. 
Create  in  the  heart  of  every  citizen 
a  disposition  to  understanding  and 
good  will.  So  transform  our  human 
nature  in  all  lands  and  in  all  re¬ 
ligions  that  we  may  become  healing 
personalities  rather  than  the  agents 
of  violence  and  destruction.  Put  us 
on  guard  against  falsehood  and 
guile,  but  make  us  open-hearted 
towards  every  sincere  word  and  ac¬ 
tion  of  those  who  differ  from  us. 
Give  to  us  a  spirit  of  self-discipline, 
so  that  there  may  be  no  untoward 
incident  that  shall  mar  the  negotia¬ 
tions  between  the  East  and  the 
West,  bringing  further  grief  and 
anguish  to  a  broken  world.  Over¬ 
come  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  all  the  difficulties  of  language 
and  interpretation.  So  guide  all 
translators,  reporters,  commentators, 
statesmen,  and  other  molders  of 
public  opinion  that  they  may  lead 


members  of  these  churches  have  for 


us  into  the  truth  that  shall  make  us 
free. 

“We  invoke  thy  special  help  for 
those  national  and  racial  groups 
within  our  borders  who  have  suf¬ 
fered  from  injustice  and  oppression 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  that 
they  may  not  yield  to  the  tempta¬ 
tions  of  mob  vengeance  that  would 
complicate  still  further  the  trage¬ 
dies  of  our  time.  Deliver  us,  too, 
from  the  treachery  of  subversive 
groups  that  would  exploit  for  their 
own  purposes  the  hopes  of  human¬ 
ity  for  peace  and  justice.  By  thy 
merciful  grace  cause  even  those 
who  do  not  believe  in  thee  to  be¬ 
come  the  instruments  of  thy  right¬ 
eous  will.  And  may  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  give  more  than  lip  service  to 
the  spirit  of  thine  everlasting  king¬ 
dom. 

“Hear  our  prayer,  O  God,  that  all 
the  enmities  of  nations  may  come 
to  an  end,  and  thy  true  religion  in¬ 
crease  in  the  hearts  of  all  men. 
From  all  the  fall-out  of  sin  and 
evil  deliver  us  and  save  us,  most 
gracious  Lord.  For  we  pray  in  the 
name  of  the  Christ  who  bore  his 
heavy  cross  in  the  faith  that  through 
his  redeeming  love  we  might  be 
reconciled  to  thee  and  to  one  an¬ 
other.  Amen.” 

Ten  Methodist 
Schools  Grant  680 
Divinity  Degrees 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The  ten 
Methodist  theological  schools  grad¬ 
uated  a  total  of  680  persons  with 
bachelor  of  divinity  or  equivalent 
degrees  at  the  end  of  the  1958-59 
school  year,  a  record  number  and 
86  more  than  last  year. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh, 
Nashville,  director  of  theological 
education  in  the  Department  of 
Ministerial  Education  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education. 

The  two  new  schools  Dr.  McCul¬ 
loh  referred  to  are  the  National 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  which  will  open 
this  fall,  and  the  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio,  Stratford, 
Ohio,  which  will  open  in  the  fall  of 
1960. 


Panel  of  Bishops  Agree 

Ministers  Should 
Have  Backing  of 
Their  Bishops 

Dallas,  Tex.  (MI) — Ministers  who 
take  a  stand  on  race  relations  and 
other  issues  should  have  the  back¬ 
ing  of  their  bishops,  a  panel  of 
bishops  agreed  at  The  Methodist 
Church’s  National  Conference  on 
Human  Relations  here  Aug.  31- 
Sept.  4. 

But  the  pastor  should  exercise 
wisdom  and  common  sense,  always 
striving  to  lead  rather  than  drive 
his  congregation,  the  bishops  cau¬ 
tioned. 

Panelists  were  Bishops  Matthew 
W.  Clair,  Jr.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Nolan 

B.  Harmon,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin  of  Dallas,  and  Lloyd 

C.  Wicke,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  President 
Willis  M.  Tate  of  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University,  served  as  moderator. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  numerous 
questions  put  to  the  panel  concern¬ 
ed  the  Central  Jurisdiction. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction,  the  panel 
pointed  out  it  existed,  in  effect,  be¬ 
fore  Methodist  union  in  1939  inas¬ 
much  as  there  were  19  Negro  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

It  was  recalled  that  the  five  geo¬ 
graphical  jurisdictions  were  created 
in  answer  to  the  southern  church’s 
demand  that  the  minority  rights  of 
regional  groups  be  protected.  When 
it  came  to  deciding  what  to  do  with 
the  19  Negro  conferences,  a  sixth 
jurisdiction  was  added. 

Seventeen  of  the  19  Negro  con¬ 
ferences  voted  against  this  arrange¬ 
ment  in  the  Plan  of  Union,  some 
talked  of  withdrawing  to  form  a 
separate  denomination,  but  they 
eventually  decided  to  remain  in  the 
church. 

Are  all  of  the  Negro  bishops  will¬ 
ing  that  the  Central  Jurisdiction  be 
abolished  at  this  time?  The  panel’s 
answer  was  simply  “no.” 

(Continued  on  page  9) 

1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Sept.  17-Sept.  26  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Sept.  17  . The  Revelation  5:  1-14 

Sept.  18  . The  Revelation  6:  1-  8 

Sept.  19  . The  Revelation  6:  9-17 

Sept.  20  The  Revelation  7:  1-  8 

Sept.  21  The  Revelation  7:  9-17 

Sept.  22  . The  Revelation  8:  1-13 

Sept.  23  The  Revelation  9:  1-11 

Sept.  24  . The  Revelation  9:12-21 

Sept.  25  . The  Revelation  10:  1-11 

Sept.  26  . The  Revelation  11:  1-14 
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YoMr  letters  and  comments  are 
always  welcomed.  All  communica¬ 
tions  must  be  signed,  but  signatures 
will  not  be  published  if  so  request¬ 
ed. 

EDITOR: 

Whereas,  this  Organization  is 
founded  for  the  purpose  of  the 
study,  the  teaching,  and  the  living 
of  the  Principles  of  the  Christian 
Religion  as  set  forth  in  the  Articles 
of  Religion  adopted  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

And  whereas,  We  are  ever  aware 
of  HIS  word  as  stated  in  Matthew 
24:24  “For  There  shall  arise  false 
Christs,  and  false  Prophets,  and 
shall  show  great  signs  and  wonders: 
insomuch  that,  if  it  were  possible, 
they  shall  deceive  the  very  elect.” 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the 
Crusaders  Class  of  the  Levy  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  North  Little  Rock, 
commend  our  Public  instrument, 
the  Arkansas  Methodist,  for  its  re¬ 
porting  to  its  people  of  actions  and 
happenings  in  the  field  of  Meth¬ 
odism,  that  make  us  ever  mindful 
of  His  word.  Note  page  1,  issue  of 
April  30,  1959,  “Methodist  Minister 
to  get  Doctor’s  Degree  from  Hebrew 
College,”  and  Page  3  issue  May  14, 
1959,  “Castro  lauded  for  help  to 
Churchmen.” 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  this 
class  suggests  editorials  from  our 
Arkansas  writers  on  Methodist 
Ministers  embracing  fields  of  Anti- 
Christ  doctrines. 

Adopted  by  vote  of  class  in  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  this  8th  day  of  Au¬ 
gust  1959. 

Flossie  B.  Winkler, 
President 


EDITOR: 

Senator  John  Kennedy  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Governor  Pat  Brown 
of  California  are  candidates  for 
President  of  the  United  States, 
though  unannounced  at  the  time 
this  is  written.  They  are  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Should  either  of  them,  or  any  other 
Roman  Catholic,  be  elected  pres¬ 
ident? 

This  question  must  sooner  or 
later  be  faced  by  every  Protestant. 
It  makes  no  difference  to  me,  a 
Methodist,  whether  the  president  is 
an  Episcopalian  as  was  Roosevelt, 
or  a  Baptist  as  is  Truman,  or  a 
Presbyterian  as  is  Eisenhower.  The 
reason  is  simple;  none  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  lays  any  claim  to 
secular  or  political  power.  They  are 
churches. 

The  Roman  Catholic  is  also  a 
church  but  it  is  more  than  a  Church 
and  it  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  church. 
It  claims  to  be  the  one  and  only 
true  church.  It  claims  that  its  head, 
the  Pope,  is  the  vicegerent  of  Jesus 
Christ  on  earth.  It  claims  and  ex¬ 
ercises  political  power  through  its 
heirarchy  in  every  nation  where  it 
is  the  dominant  religious  body,  as 
for  example  in  Spain,  Portugal, 
Columbia,  and  other  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  States.  The  truth  is  it  is  al¬ 
ready  exercising  great  political 
power  in  the  United  States. 

When  Mr.  Kennedy  spoke  in 
Nashville,  he  said:  “Whatever  one’s 
religion  in  private  life  may  be,  for 
the  office  holder  nothing  takes 
precedence  over  his  oath  to  uphold 
the  Constitution  and  all  its  parts — 
including  the  first  amendment  and 
the  strict  separation  of  Church  and 
state.” 

That  is  a  good  statement  of  the 


Protestant  position.  Of  course,  Mr. 
Kennedy  knows  this  and  he  also 
knows  that  it  is  a  position  which 
he  cannot  hold  and  continue  to  be 
a  good  Catholic.  In  fact  this  posi¬ 
tion  was  repudiated  by  the  editors 
of  at  least  two  Catholic  papers,  The 
Providence  Visitor  and  Ave  Maria. 
The  first  of  these  is  the  weekly 
newspaper  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Providence.  It  said  that 
Mr.  Kennedy  had  “overstated  his 
case.”  The  editorial  said  that  the 
senator  was  in  error  inNsaying  that 
nothing  takes  precedence  over  an 
office  holder’s  oath  to  uphold  the 
constitution  whatever  his  religion. 
“Man’s  highest  allegiance  is  to  God, 
to  his  conscience  before  God,”  the 
editorial  said.  “If  anything  in  a  con¬ 
stitution  conflicts  with  what  he 
knows  to  be  his  moral  duty  in  con¬ 
science,  he  must  disregard  it.” 

For  a  Protestant,  the  conscience 
is  a  very  personal  thing  enthroned 
in  his  inner  self,  but  for  a  Roman 
Catholic  conscience  means  the 
teachings  and  directives  of  his 
Church.  The  Roman  Catholic 
Church  assumes  the  right  and  pre¬ 
rogative  of  determining  what  a 
Catholic’s  conscience  is.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  Father  John  V.  Sheridan 
says  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Tidings 
of  August  15,  1958:  “There  is  no 
conflict  between  the  dictates  of  a 
Catholic’s  conscience  and  those  of 
his  Church  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  dictates  of  his  conscience 
will  always  follow  and  reflect  those 
of  his  Church  —  For  its  members, 
conscience  is  actually  formed  by 
the  decrees  of  the  Church.” 

An  even  higher  authority,  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mercier  says:  “Tha  papacy — the 
accepted  and  cherished  supremacy 
of  one  conscience  over  all  other  con¬ 
sciences!” 

The  Ave  Maria  is  a  national 
Catholic  weekly  magazine.  It  refers 
to  Senator  Kennedy’s  statement 
quoted  above  and  says:  “Something 
does  indeed  take  precedence  over 
the  obligation  to  uphold  the  con¬ 
stitution — namely  conscience.  To 
relegate  your  conscience  to  your 
private  life  is  not  only  unrealistic 
but  dangerous  as  well.”  In  other 
words,  conscience  must  control  an 
official’s  public  life  also.  To  put  it 
in  still  other  words,  if  a  Roman 
Catholic  were  president  he  must 
obey  his  conscience  even  when  it  is 
in  conflict  with  the  constitution.  It 
is  obvious  that  this  means  that  lib¬ 
erty  under  law  which  has  been  the 
bulwark  of  our  national  govern¬ 
ment  from  the  day  of  its  founding 
is  at  an  end.  Substituted  for  it  is 
the  president’s  conscience,  which  as 
Father  Sheridan  and  Cardinal  Mer¬ 
cier  have  said,  is  formed  for  him 
by  the  Heirarchy  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Protestants,  and  especially  Meth¬ 
odists,  have  long  been  tolerant  of 
the  views  of  Christians  in  other 
churches.  We  would  not  have  it 
otherwise.  But  there  is  a  point 
where  tolerance  ceases  to  be  a  vir¬ 
tue.  Furthermore  Protestants  are 
not  well  informed  regarding  the 
doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  or  of  its  practices  in  coun¬ 
tries  where  it  is  the  dominant  re¬ 
ligion.  Many  Protestants  thought¬ 


lessly  put  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  the  same  category  as  the 
Protestant  denominations  and  think 
that  electing  a  Catholic  as  president 
is  the  same  as  electing  a  Baptist  or 
Presbyterian  or  Lutheran.  They  are 
very,  much  mistaken! 

Our  tolerance  and  our  ignorance 
have  led  us  to  the  point  of  danger. 
In  pondering  this  matter  we  must 
remember  the  enormous  power  that 
resides  in  the  office  of  president. 
One  aspect  of  this  is  his  power  to 
appoint  members  of  his  cabinet, 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
many  lesser  Federal  courts,  district 
attorneys,  postmasters,  ambassadors 
and  other  representatives  to  foreign 
nations.  We  must  also  remember 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Heirarchy 
is  one  of  the  most  aggressive  re¬ 
ligious  and  political  forces  on  earth. 
Do  you  think  it  would  let  the  pres¬ 
ident  forget  to  whom  he  is  obli¬ 
gated? 

In  the  light  of  these  incontro¬ 
vertible  arguments,  I  believe  that 
the  election  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
as  president  of  the  United  States 
would  be  a  major  disaster.  One  is 
being  no  alarmist  when  he  appeals 
to  his  Protestant  brethren  to  wake 
up,  inform  themselves,  begin  to 
think  and  act  before  it  is  too  late. 

John  Q.  Schisler, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 


EDITOR: 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  the 
excellent  cartoons  which  are  run¬ 
ning  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist — 
particularly  in  the  one  in  the  issue 
for  August  27,  1959. 

Could  you  give  me  the  artist’s 
name  so  that  I  can  get  in  touch  with 
him? 

I  read  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
regularly  and  enjoy  it  immensely. 
Congratulations  on  an  excellent 
piece  of  church  journalism. 

Frank  S.  Mead 
Editor-in-Chief 
Fleming  H.  Revell  Co. 
Westwood,  N.  J. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  oj  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  Charles  Cartwright  is  the 
artist  for  the  Church  Chuckles  feat¬ 
ures  about  which  you  have  in¬ 
quired.  We  make  arrangements  for 
this  feature  through  Jack  Hamm, 
artist  and  director,  3309  Brookview 
Drive,  Waco,  Texas. — Editor 


EDITOR: 

The  editorials  in  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  are  all  good,  but  you  hit 
a  new  high  with  “Make  No  Hasty 
Judgment”  is  a  recent  issue. 

District  Superintendent 
Louisiana  Conference 


EDITOR: 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  good 
job  you  do  in  editing  the  Arkansas 
Methodist.  I  have,  from  time  to 
time,  found  your  editorials  very 
helpful.  I  especially  appreciate  the 
stand  you  have  taken  in  favor  of  a 
free  pulpit.  It  is  good  to  have  the 
need  for  such  freedom  interpreted 
to  our  laymen. 

North  Arkansas  Pastor 


EDITOR: 

It’s  not  often  that  I  get  to  read 
an  editorial  concerning  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  like  your  lead 
editorial  of  July  2,  1959.  We,  here 
in  Texas  are  more  often  exposed  to 
Lynn  Landrum  of  the  Dallas  Morn¬ 
ing  News  who  is  currently  on  a 
campaign  to  do  away  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  and  any  other  form 
of  organization  that  seems  to  have 


19  Area  Persons 
Register  for  S.  Calif, 
Arizona  Conf. 

Nashville,  Tenn.'  (MI) — More  than 
340  Methodist  evangelistic  leader- 
from  40  states  had  registered  by 
September  8  to  go  to  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Methodist  Con. 
ference  October  14-20  and  assist  the 
approximately  400  ministers  of  that 
conference  in  a  conference-wide 
evangelistic  campaign. 

Nineteen  from  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  have  registered  thus  far 
to  participate  in  the  campaign. 

“Additional  registrations  are  be¬ 
ing  received  daily,  and  we  hope  the 
total  will  reach  500,”  said  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Joseph  H.  Edge,  staff  member 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  which  has  its  national 
headquarters  here. 

The  campaign  is  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Council  of  Evangelism, 
an  auxiliary  of  the  General  Boarr 
of  Evangelism,  and  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference. 

In  connection  with  the  endeavor, 
the  Council  of  Evangelism  will  have 
its  annual  meeting  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hollywood. 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday, 
October  14,  15,  and  16  will  be  de¬ 
voted  to  preparation  for  the  cam¬ 
paign.  All  the  leaders,  both  from 
within  and  outside  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference,  will 
meet  at  First  Church,  Hollywood, 
for  worship,  a  prayer  vigil,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  planning. 

Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 
October  17,  18,  and  19,  ministers  and 
laymen  will  participate  in  visitation 
evangelism,  morning,  afternoon,  and 
night.  They  will  visit  homes  of  per¬ 
sons  in  nearly  all  communities  in 
Southern  California  and  Arizona. 

In  preparation  for  the  visitation, 
surveys  have  been  made  to  find 
families  who  have  no  church  af¬ 
filiation  and  those  who  have  a  Meth¬ 
odist  preference  but  are  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  Methodist  church  in  that 
area.  The  second  category  includes 
many  families  who  have  moved  to 
that  conference  from  other  states 
but  have  not  transferred  their  mem¬ 
bership  from  the  Methodist  church 
they  left  to  one  in  their  new  com¬ 
munity. 

gained  a  bit  of  power  and  prestige. 
Thanks  for  your  stand. 

Surely  the  newspapers  like  the 
Dallas  Morning  News  have  height¬ 
ened  my  anxiety  over  the  trend  of 
public  opinion  against  the  NCC. 
Yet,  it  may  be  that  we  need  to  be 
concerned  about  the  distribution  of 
false  information  about  such  a 
worthy  organization  to  a  greater 
extent  than  we  are.  Therefore,  I  for 
one,  would  like  to  put  in  my  two- 
bits  worth  and  exclaim,  “More  of 
the  same.1”.  •  : 

Perkins  Student 
Dallas,  Texas 


EDITOR: 

Please  accept  my  commendation 
for  two  of  your  recent  editorials 
The  one  that  dealt  with  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  one 

entitled  “Echoing  the  Congregation 

spoke  to  definite  needs  in  our 
churches. 

Your  voice  was  clear  and  to  the 
point  without  being  invective.  These 
issues  are  before  us  continually  10 
the  secular  press  in  our  area.  N 
was  wonderful  to  see  them  inter¬ 
preted  in  a  sound  and  Christian 


Louisiana 

Pastor 
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Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— 16-FOOT  CHRIST  STATUE  TO  OVERLOOK 
CAPITAL.  Architectural  carver  Vincent  Tonelli  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
adjusts  the  hand  of  an  8-foot  plaster  model  of  Jesus  Christ  for  a  16-foot 
replica  he  is  executing  from  a  40-ton  block  of  limestone  which  will  overlook 
the  nation's  capital  from  the  campus  of  newly -built  Wesleyan  Theological 
Seminary  (Methodist)  here.  The  plaster  model,  sculpted  by  Leo  Fried  lander 
of  New  York,  depicts  Christ  beholding  the  masses  and  having  compassion 
on  them.  Mr.  Tonelli  has  done  much  of  the  stone  carving  in  the  Washington 
Cathedral  (Episcopal).  (RNS  photo) 


Graham  Says  Racial 
Tensions  in  North 
Top  South’s 

Asheville,  N.  C.  (RNS) — Evangel¬ 
ist  Billy  Graham  said  here  he  is 
“convinced  that  racial  tension  in 
many  Northern  cities  is  far  greater 
than  anywhere  in  the  South.” 

“I  am  equally  convinced  that 
race  relations  “ultimately  will  be 
better  in  the  South  than  in  the 
North,”  he  stated.  He  was  there  to 
address  an  Asheville  high  school 
student  body. 

Commenting  on  recent  juvenile 
gang  murders  in  New  York,  Mr. 
Graham  said  if  the  violence  had 
occurred  in  a  Southern  city  “there 
would  have  been  an  outcry  for  fed¬ 
eral  troops.” 

The  evangelist,  who  conducted  a 
major  crusade  in  New  York  in  1957, 
reported  a  number  of  ministers 
there  have  told  him  recently  the 
city  is  a  “racial  tinderbox.” 

He  asserted  that  if  Southerners 
will  avoid  “flag  waving,  inflamma¬ 
tory  statements  and  above  all,  vio¬ 
lence,”  the  forces  of  moderation 
will  eventually  prevail  throughout 
the  South. 

Noting  that  the  South  already  is 
m  the  midst  of  a  “tremendous  so¬ 
ciological  change,”  he  said  he  was 


Airlift  Carries 
Mercy  Shipment 
To  Formosa 

New  York  (RNS) — Church  World 
Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  has  airlifted 
660,000  multi-vitamin  tablets,  cost¬ 
ing  $2,500,  to  flood  and  earthquake 
victims  on  Formosa. 

An  additional  shipment  of  500,- 
000  vitamin  tablets  was  sent  to  the 
Chinese  Nationalist  island  by  sea. 

When  news  of  Formosa’s  twin 
calamities  was  received,  CWS 
cabled  an  emergency  relief  grant 
of  $4,000,  and  emptied  its  clothing 
warehouse  at  Modesto,  Cal.,  to 
speed  20,500  pounds  of  supplies  to 
the  disaster  victims.  The  agency 
also  arranged  to  divert  to  the 
stricken  areas  hundreds  of  tons  of 
fQod,  medical  .supplies,  and  clothing 
already  on  Formosa  awaiting  dis¬ 
tribution  through  its  regular  relief 
program. 

An  estimated  250,000  people  have 
been  left  homeless  or  destitute  by 
the  floods  which  hit  northern  and 
centT,=*l  Formosa,  and  the  earth- 


delighted  to  see  that  the  Supreme 
Court’s  public  school  desegregation 
ruling  “is  being  obeyed  peacefully 
almost  everywhere  this  year.” 


Americans  Urged  To  Show  Khrushchev 
Their  “Spiritual  Greatness” 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — Americans  were  urged  here  by  the  executive 
director  of  the  Protestant  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  to  show  their 
“spiritual  greatness”  to  Nikita  S.  Khrushchev  when  the  Soviet  Premier 


visits  the  United  States. 


Church  Construction 
At  All-Time  High 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  in  August, 
totaling  $89,000,000,  set  an  all- 
time  high,  topping  the  previous 
record-high  set  in  July,  the  De¬ 
partments  of  Commerce  and 
Labor  announced  here. 

The  August  total  was  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $4,000,000  over  July, 
and  exceeded  August,  1958,  by 
$10,000,000.  It  was  the  largest 
volume  of  church  construction 
in  a  single  month  in  U.  S.  his¬ 
tory. 

Total  construction  for  the  first 
eight  months  of  1959  is  now  es¬ 
timated  at  $601,000,000,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  11  per  cent  over  the 
same  period  last  year. 


quake  which  shook  the  southern 
part  of  the  country. 

Another  disaster,  meanwhile, 
wrecked  destruction  on  the  island. 
Winds  of  Typhoon  Joan,  reaching  a 
peak  of  220  miles  an  hour,  left 
many  injured  and  thousands  more 
homeless. 


“If  Mr.  Khrushchev  leaves  this 
country  without  discovering  our 
spiritual  vitality,”  declared  Dr.  Dan 
M.  Potter,  “he  will  have  missed  the 
most  powerful  ingredient  of  the 
American  way  of  life.  For  it  is  our 
faith  that  will  cause  us  to  sacrifice 
all  of  our  material  wealth  and  even 
our  lives,  before  we  will  bow  to 
atheistic  dictatorship.” 

Dr.  Potter  asked  that  those  re¬ 
sponsible  for  Mr.  Khrushchev’s 
itinerary  include  a  church  worship 
visit.  “At  this  important  moment 
in  history,”  he  said,  “it  is  not  only 
possible  but  the  bounden  duty  of 
our  people,  without  compromising 
their  avowed  disapproval  of  the 
atheistic  and  materialistic  way  of 
life  of  the  Communist,  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  fruits  of  their  faith — 
which  include  courtesy,  kindness, 
goodness,  patience  and  self-control.” 

“One  of  the  most  important  con¬ 
trasts  between  atheistic  Commun¬ 
ism  and  the  American  way  of  life,” 
Dr.  Potter  said,  “is  the  deep  convic¬ 
tion  of  Americans  that  we  depend 
'upon  and  are  responsible  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God.  We  proudly  include 
in  our  official  pledge  of  allegiance 
to  our  country  that  this  is  ‘one  na¬ 
tion,  under  God,  indivisible,  with 
liberty  and  justice  for  all.’  ” 


London  (RNS)— AT  ST.  PAUL  CHAPEL  FOR  U.S.  DEAD.  Visiting  the 
American  Memorial  Chapel  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London,  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  studies  the  Roll  of  Honor  in  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  more 
than  28,000  American  servicemen  who  died  while  based  in  Britain  in  World 
War  II.  Mr.  Eisenhower  donated  the  leather-bound  list  to  the  church  eight 
years  ago.  The  American  chapel  was  dedicated  Nov.  26,  1958,  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  at  a  service  attended  by  Vice  President  Richard  M.  Nixon. 
It  was  completed  with  the  inscription,  "To  the  American  Dead  of  the  Second 
World  War  from  the  People  of  Britain."  (RNS  photo) 
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A  Low  Foul  Blow 

THE  Labor  Day  bombings  in  Little  Rock  apparently  has  served 
to  strengthen  the  cause  of  moderation  in  the  struggle  which 
has  plagued  Little  Rock  for  more  than  two  years.  For  the 
second  or  third  time,  actions  instigated  by  those  seeking  to  serve 
the  extreme  segregationists  cause  have  served  as  a  rallying  point, 
around  which  moderates  gather  for  renewed  strength. 

The  worth  and  justice  of  a  cause  may  oftentimes  be  judged  by 
the  means  employed  to  serve  that  cause.  The  cruel  means  used 
Labor  Day  night  to  put  across  a  point  are  hardly  worthy  of  doing 
any  cause  good  and  surely  brought  shame  and  reproach  upon  all 
who  had  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the  perpetuation  of  such  crimi¬ 
nal  and  destructive  acts. 

We  repeat  what  we  have  earlier  suggested  that  it  is  a  shame 
that  other  communities  and  cities  have  to  travel  the  same  hard, 
rough  road  that  Little  Rock  has  been  traveling  for  more  than  two 
years.  One  would  think  that  other  cities  and  communities  would 
profit  by  Little  Rock  experiences.  However,  this  whole  matter 
seems  to  be  more  one  of  actions  prompted  by  strong  feeling  rather 
than  by  rational  thinking. 

The  Human  Relation  Conference  Message 

ON  the  opposite  page  (page  5)  is  the  statement  of  the  National 
Methodist  Conference  on  Human  Relations,  held  on  the 
campus  of  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
August  31 -September  4.  We  are  publishing  this  message  because 
we  feel  that  every  Methodist  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  is  entitled 
to  know  exactly  what  came  out  of  the  Dallas  deliberations.  As  to 
whether  the  conclusions  reached  and  the  observations  set  forth 
find  agreement  among  all  Methodists,  there  can  be  doubt.  There 
is  and  will  likely  continue  to  be  disagreement,  ranging  from  one 
extreme  to  another.  There  are  several  points  at  which  we  our¬ 
selves  disagree  with  the  statement.  Our  point  is  that  a  publication 
of  the  conference  message  will  at  least  show  what  the  disagreement 
is  about. 

Every'  reader  should  remember,  first,  that  this  message  is  not 
intended  to  be  a  statement  of  the  position  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
nor  is  the  message  said  to  be  represented  of  the  point  of  view  of 
Methodist  people.  The  message  should  be  thought  of  as  conclusions 
reached  by  a  body  of  Methodists  who  represent  only  themselves. 
Their  message  is  addressed  to  fellow  Methodists  for  their  thought¬ 
ful  consideration. 

We  did  not  have  the  privilege  of  attending  this  conference. 
However,  we  have  talked  at  length  with  several  persons  who  did. 
We  commend  this  message  to  your  prayerful,  thoughtful  reading, 
hoping  that  with  open  minds  and  hearts  our  readers  will  judge  this 
message  in  the  light  of  what  it  really  is,  an  honest,  sincere  effort 
by  a  group  of  Methodist  Christians,  striving  earnestly  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  bettering  relations  between  all  peoples,  including  those 
of  other  races. 

While  a  note  appended  to  our  copy  of  the  statement  indicated 
that  the  message  was  adopted  without  a  dissenting  vote,  it  would 
be  erroneous  to  conclude  that  the  message  actually  reflected  the 
attitudes  and  desires  of  the  approvement  1000  individual  Method¬ 
ists,  who  attended  and  participated  in  the  conference.  The  view¬ 
points  of  participants  were  too  widely  separated  to  make  that  pos¬ 
sible.  If  one  of  us  were  to  pass  judgment  on  the  whole  proceedings, 
it  would  likely  be  that  the  conference  was  too  heavily  loaded  with 
one  point  of  view.  This  is  somewhat  reflected  in  the  conference’s 
message. 

There  is  always  value,  however,  in  a  free  exchange  of  ideas, 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  Hamm 

Down  the  Corridors  Of  Time 


expression  of  points  of  view,  and  fellowship  by  those  of  differing 
points  of  view.  It  is  altogether  possible,  and  highly  probable,  that 
our  Northern,  Eastern  and  Western  Methodist  friends  have  a  deeper 
understanding  of  the  situation  confronting  Southern  Methodists  be¬ 
cause  of  five  days  of  deliberations  in  Dallas  in  early  September. 

Psychologist  Sees  Sin  As  Reality 

SIN,  always  a  difficult  matter  for  the  sinner  to  face  up  to,  seems 
to  be  coming  into  vogue,  at  least  among  some  responsible 
present  day  psychologists.  Throughout  time,  scholars  in  many 
sciences  and  professions,  other  than  theology,  have  chosen  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  reality  of  sin  or  ignore  sin  altogether,  depending  on 
how  the  tide  is  running. 

Last  week  in  Cincinnati,  the  American  Psychological  Associa¬ 
tion  heard  the  term  “Sin”  used  in  a  sense  such  as  most  Christian 
preachers  have  been  using  it  for  all  these  centuries:  when  the  soul 
is  sick,  the  cause  is  sin. 

The  psychologists  were  told  that  a  person’s  having  “insight’ 
into  why  he  does  certain  acts  is  not  enough  to  set  him  straight. 
“Treatment  of  the  emotionally  ill,”  suggested  one  prominent  psy¬ 
chologist  member  of  a  symposium,  “will  take  guilt,  confession  and 
expiation  seriously  and  will  involve  programs  of  action  rather  than 
mere  groping  for  insight.”  This  sounds  like  a  quotation  from  a 
chapter  on  sin  and  forgiveness  in  a  volume  on  Christian  doctrine. 
The  psychologist  got  down  to  fundamentals  by  concluding,  “I  see 
no  alternative  but  to  turn  again  to  the  old,  painful  but  also  promis¬ 
ing  possibility  that  man  is  pre-eminently  a  social  creature,  or  in  a 
theological  phrase,  a  child  of  God.” 

There  may  be  greater  hope  for  many  more  of  us  if  more  of  the 
“ologies”  could  arrive  at  some  of  the  same  conclusions. 
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A  Message 

To  Methodists 

From  The  Methodist  Conference  On  Human  Relations 
August  31-September  4,  Dallas,  Texas 


METHODIST  CONFERENCE 
ON  HUMAN  RELATIONS 

Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas 
August  31  to  September  4,  1959 

In  The  Name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Our  Lord, 
Greetings  .  .  . 

Methodists  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  overseas  have  gathered  on  the  campus  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
at  the  call  of  ten  agencies  of  our  church.  From 
this  first  Methodist  Conference  on  Human  Rela¬ 
tions,  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  fraternity  we 
share  this  message. 

I.  THE  BASIS  OF  OUR  WITNESS 

God  is  a  universal,  righteous,  loving  Father 
with  all  men  standing  equally  before  his  judg¬ 
ment  and  mercy.  Through  Christ  and  His  cross 
the  nature  of  God  and  His  love  are  revealed. 
Thus,  for  the  Christian,  the  nature  of  the  love 
he  should  manifest  is  defined  by  the  nature  of 
God.  Jesus  Christ  took  upon  Himself  the  sinful¬ 
ness  of  all  and  offered  salvation  regardless  of 
race  or  nationality.  To  raise  discriminating  bar¬ 
riers  against  any  person  is  to  deny  the  uni¬ 
versality  of  God’s  concern.  Prejudice  against 
persons  because  of  their  race  is  rebellion  against 
God  as  He  is  revealed  in  Christ. 

In  his  own  experience  of  the  meaning  of  the 
cross  the  believer  knows  that  he  has  received 
the  love  of  God  in  spite  of  unworthiness  and 
sin.  In  turn,  he  desires  to  relate  himself  to  all 
other  persons  on  the  basis  of  this  same  love. 
Christian  love  makes  imperative  the  elimination 
of  the  injustices  and  inhumanities  associated 
with  present  day  race  relations.  Full  fellowship 
with  the  Father  is  impossible  unless  we  accept 
this  obligation  of  inclusive  love  for  all  men. 
Our  decisions  concerning  race  are  thus  basically 
related  to  our  eternal  salvation. 

The  Bible  affirms  that  it  is  God’s  purpose  to 
unite  all  men  in  Christ  and  the  Church.  The 
Bible  speaks  plainly  to  our  modern  racial  ten¬ 
sions  as  to  how  men  are  to  live  together  on  this 
earth  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  If  one 
reads  the  Bible  as  a  whole,  it  becomes  unmis¬ 
takably  clear  that  God  is  seeking  to  heal  the 
divisions  in  humanity  caused  by  human  sin  and 
to  bring  all  peoples  of  the  earth  into  a  commun¬ 
ity  of  the  redeemed.  The  use  of  the  Scriptures 
to  defend  any  separation  of  brother  from  broth¬ 
er  is  a  violation  of  both  the  meaning  of  the  pass¬ 
age  and  the  spirit  of  the  whole  of  Scripture.  In 
this  blessed  community  human  barriers  of  every 
sort  are  abolished  or  transcended.  “In  Christ 
Jesus  you  are  all  sons  of  God,  through  faith  .  .  . 
There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither 
slave  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female; 

oox  you  are  a11  one  in  Christ  Jesus.”  (Gal.  3:26- 
28) 

The  Church  is  the  instrument  of  God’s  pur¬ 
poses.  This  is  His  Church.  It  is  ours  only  as 
stewards  under  His  Lordship.  The  requirements 
for  its  membership  and  the  nature  of  its  mis¬ 
sion  are  set  by  God.  The  house  of  God  must  be 
open  to  the  whole  family  of  God.  If  we  discrim¬ 
inate  against  any  persons,  we  deny  the  essential 
nature  of  the  Church  as  a  fellowship  in  Christ. 

ne  Church  can  scarcely  speak  the  word  of  God 
J  its  actions  deny  the  love  of  God. 
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The  Church  is  uniquely  able  to  work  and 
witness  in  the  world  for  the  full  realization  of 
sonship  and  brotherhood  in  Christ.  There  is  a 
united  voice  from  all  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church.  The  Methodist  Church  has  declared 
through  its  General  Conference: 

“We  believe  that  God  is  Father  of  all  peoples 
and  races,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  his  Son,  that 
all  men  are  brothers,  and  that  man  is  of  in¬ 
finite  worth  as  a  child  of  God.”  (Social  Creed) 
“To  discriminate  against  a  person  solely  upon 
the  basis  of  his  race  is  both  unfair  and  un¬ 
christian.  Every  child  of  God  is  entitled  to 
that  place  in  society  which  he  has  won  by 
his  industry  and  character.  To  deny  him  that 
position  of  honor  because  of  the  accident  of 
his  birth  is  neither  honest  democracy  nor  good 
religion.”  (The  Methodist  Church  and  Race) 
“There  must  be  no  place  in  The  Methodist 
Church  for  racial  discrimination  or  enforced 
segregation.”  (The  Methodist  Church  and 
Race) 

II.  THE  CALL  TO  WITNESS 

We  rejoice  that  the  movement  of  world  events 
and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  produced 
a  deeper  stirring  of  conscience  and  concern  so 
that  there  is  in  evidence  all  across  our  Church 
a  sincere  endeavor  to  deepen  our  obedience  to 
our  calling  to  true  Christian  brotherhood.  There 
are  manifestations  that  the  Christian  consciences 
of  Methodists  have  been  stimulated,  and  there 
is  a  growing  expectancy  of  progress  in  human 
understanding. 

We  confess  with  sorrow  that  our  practice  has 
not  always  been  faithful  to  the  Scriptural  teach¬ 
ing,  the  true  nature  of  the  Church,  nor  to  our 
own  pronouncements.  This  is  particularly  griev¬ 
ous  since  Methodism  is  a  world  church  and  since 
the  problems  of  race  relations  are  now  set  on  a 
world  stage. 

We  recognize  that  our  immediate  approach 
to  the  task  may  differ  but  the  call  of  God  is  a 
single  one  to  witness  to  the  transforming  power 
of  love  in  all  human  relations.  Although  the 
principles  set  forth  in  this  message  are  central 
in  the  Christian  faith,  there  remain  differences 
of  opinion  among  Methodists  as  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  these  principles. 

We  believe  it  is  possible  —  even  with  the 
recognition  of  the  different  nature  of  our  en¬ 
vironments — to  work  together  in  many  ways 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  will  open  to  us,  and  sug¬ 
gest  the  following  as  principles  of  action: 

1.  Let  us  re-examine  all  our  attitudes  toward 
other  persons  in  the  light  of  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  and  God’s  demonstrated  love  for  us. 

2.  Let  us  seek  to  create  within  our  Church,  as 
within  families,  a  climate  of  love  and  under¬ 
standing  wherein  freedom  of  expression  and 
study  are  encouraged,  especially  in  areas  of 
disagreement  and  tension. 

3.  Let  us  endeavor  to  know  each  other  better 
across  dividing  lines  by  working  together 
toward  the  solution  of  common  problems, 
such  as  housing,  education,  employment, 
health,  recreation,  and  juvenile  delinquency. 

As  to  the  specific  areas  of  concern  of  this 
conference — 

Housing 

As  a  church  we  should  now  begin  a  program 
of  education  and  action  to  bring  about  open  oc¬ 


cupancy.  Restrictive  housing  on  the  basis  of  race 
violates  Christian  principles.  The  freedom  to 
choose  a  home  and  a  neighborhood  should  not  be 
limited  because  of  a  person’s  race.  The  right  to 
lent  or  purchase,  however,  is  not  enough.  Com¬ 
munity  acceptance  which  creates  a  sense  of  be¬ 
longing  is  in  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Education 

In  harmony  with  the  Christian  imperative 
the  highest  court  in  the  land  has  spoken  con¬ 
cerning  policies  in  public  education.  Methodists, 
as  law  abiding  citizens,  are  faced  with  the  chal¬ 
lenge  and  task  of  creatively  meeting  these  immi¬ 
nent  responsibilities.  To  this  end  we  must  estab¬ 
lish,  cultivate  and  maintain  lines  of  communica¬ 
tion  within  the  local  church  and  the  general 
community.  For  this  communication  we  need  a 
new  vocabulary.  Beyond  this  we  must  encour¬ 
age  the  translation  of  the  Christian  imperative 
and  the  legal  decisions  into  practice. 

Employment 

The  right  to  a  fair  and  equal  opportunity  for 
all  to  earn  an  adequate  livelihood  is  basic  in  a 
Christian  democracy.  Training  in  skills,  em¬ 
ployment  and  advancement  must  be  based  on 
individual  merit  without  discrimination  as  to 
race,  nationality,  sex  or  creed.  Without  such  fair 
practice  of  employment  the  nation  and  its  pro¬ 
ductivity  suffer  the  loss  of  vast  resources  of  tal¬ 
ent.  In  keeping  with  its  historic  concern  for 
social  justice  the  Church  rejoices  with  labor 
and  management  in  the  progress  made  in  all 
sections  of  the  nation  and  pledges  itself  to  a 
growing  acceptance  of  its  responsibility  in  this 
area  of  human  relations. 

Church 

The  church  must  continuously  scrutinize  its 
own  life  in  the  light  of  the  gospel.  Rather  than 
reflect  imperfect  customs,  the  church  should 
stand  continuously  ahead  of  our  communities. 
Under  the  leadership  of  active  Commissions  on 
Christian  Social  Relations,  local  churches  need 
to  take  more  seriously  the  education  of  their  own 
members  in  ways  which  link  serious  study  and 
vital  worship. 

We  need  to  discover  new  meaning  for  broth¬ 
erhood  in  both  the  membership  and  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  of  the  church.  While  current 
situations  require  differing  next  steps,  our  goal 
must  be  the  full  acceptance  of  any  Christian 
into  any  local  church.  Our  consciences  are  trou¬ 
bled  that  the  Central  Jurisdiction  exemplifies 
segregation  within  the  Methodist  Church.  We 
should  replace  it  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  a 
pattern  of  church  organization  consistent  with 
Christian  Brotherhood.  One  of  the  greatest  chal¬ 
lenges  to  ecclesiastical  statesmanship  is  the 
provision  of  creative  alternatives.  Methodist 
institutions  and  agencies  should  adopt  the  same 
brotherly  practices  we  advocate  for  other  agen¬ 
cies  in  the  community. 

The  freedom  of  the  responsible  pulpit  is  a 
precious  heritage.  Tension  is  often  a  prelude  to 
progress,  and  love  is  a  sufficient  solvent  for 
controversy.  Both  local  laymen  and  denomina¬ 
tional  leadership  need  to  strengthen  and  sustain 
the  ministry  in  its  duty  to  proclaim  the  Gospel. 

*  *  * 

We  have  experienced  in  the  personal  en¬ 
counters  afforded  us  during  this  conference  a 
new  quality  of  fellowship.  We  believe  it  is  an 
essential  technique  to  be  used  in  all  groups  for 
the  development  of  Christian  understanding. 

We  believe  God  is  leading  The  Methodist 
Church  at  this  time  toward  new  expressions  of 
brotherhood,  and  we  rejoice  in  it.  To  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  turn  in  grati¬ 
tude  and  hope.  In  Him  we  find  strength  and 
guidance. 

In  humility  we  call  all  Methodists  to  join  us 
in  confession,  in  re-appraisal  and  in  creative 
commitment  to  Christian  expressions  of  love 
which  make  possible  the  full  realization  of  son- 
ship  and  brotherhood  in  Christ  for  all  persons. 

“He  hath  called  us  from  darkness  to  light 

and  committed  to  us  the  gospel  of  recon¬ 
ciliation.”  (II  Corinthians  4:6  and  5:18) 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


EVILS  OF  SUSPICION 

At  some  time  in  our  lives  all  of  us  have  undoubtedly  been  “taken 
in”  by  trusting  too  much.  Perhaps  we  have  put  faith  in  the  promises 
of  a  supposed  friend  only  to  prove  them  false.  It  may  be  that  in 
childhood  we  have  idolized  some  hero  and  later  found  that  our  idol 
had  feet  of  clay. 

Maybe  some  of  us  have  given  ourselves  in  marriage  to  mates 
who  have  betrayed  their  trust. 

And  when  we  lift  our  eyes  to  the  international  scene,  we  see 
former  allies  now  bitterly  disillusioned  about  the  good  faith  of  one 
another.  Yes,  we  all  know  the  chagrin  and  sorrow  of  being  taken  in 
by  believing  too  much. 

But  how  about  shutting  ourselves  out  by  believing  too  little?  I 
wonder  if  we  ever  do  know  how  many  opportunities  we  have  passed 
up  because  we  lacked  faith.  I  have  friends  who  tell  me  of  the  for¬ 
tunes  they  might  have  made  if  they  had  believed  enough  in  certain 
new  products. 

Think  of  the  acquaintance  of  Henry  Ford  and  Andrew  Carnegie 
who  held  off  in  distrust  when  those  men  were  starting  their  new 
developments. 

I  would  venture  the  assertion  that  in  the  long  run  more  losses 
and  misery  have  been  caused  by  believing  too  little  than  by  believ¬ 
ing  too  much. 

Think  of  our  Lord’s  own  Nazarene  neighbors.  They  had  seen 
Jesus  grow  up.  Then  He  went  forth  after  His  baptism  to  His  min¬ 
istry  of  teaching  and  healing.  The  reports  of  His  mighty  works  were 
carried  back  to  His  own  community.  But  His  neighbors  never  profited 
much  by  His  presence.  Why? 

When  He  returned  to  His  own  neighborhood,  they  would  not 
believe  in  Him.  They  said,  “Is  not  this  the  carpenter’s  son?  Is  not 
his  mother  called  Mary?”  They  were  suspicious  of  what  Jesus  was 
doing.  They-  thought  His  power  must  be  due  to  some  devilish  genius. 
Then  the  gospel  adds:  “And  he  did  not  many  mighty  works  there 
because  of  their  unbelief.” 

My  conviction  is  that  the  attitude  of  Jesus’  Nazarene  neighbors 
is  now  afflicting  us.  While,  of  course,  there  is  need  of  guarding 
against  overconfidence,  the  more  immediate  need  is  to  beware  of 
being  oversuspicious. 

For  one  thing,  suspicion  distorts  the  vision.  In  these  dangerous 
times  we  must  keep  our  eyes  open  to  the  very  real  evils  which  beset 
us.  But  to  keep  our  eyes  glued  on  the  gloomy  prospects  of  life  is 
about  as  sure  a  way  of  impairing  our  vision  as  to  be  always  looking 
at  the  sunny  pleasantries. 

Suspicion  is  something  worse  than  pessimism.  The  suspicious 
person  not  only  looks  on  the  dark  side  of  things,  but  he  looks  for  the 
evil  in  the  darkness.  He  infers  on  vague  or  yet  unproved  grounds 
that  a  situation  is  bad  rather  than  good. 

The  word  “suspect”  literally  means  “to  look  under.”  And  when 
a  person  goes  around  stooping  to  look  under  everything  to  find  the 
evil  hidden  beneath,  he  distorts  his  vision  and  misses  the  full  truth. 

The  suspicious  person  prides  himself  on  being  realistic.  He  con¬ 
siders  himself  clever  enough  to  “see  through”  the  pretensions  and 
falsehoods  of  others.  But  when  we  are  always  trying  to  “see  through” 
others  we  do  not  really  see  them. 

Suspicion  tends  to  give  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  evils.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  common  ways  evil  has  of  overcoming  us.  It  dis¬ 
heartens  us  by  playing  up  the  world’s  evil.  It  induces  the  feeling 
that  goodness  never  can  or  will  prevail  over  evil. 

Moreover,  suspicion  has  an  ill  effect  on  the  person  suspected. 
The  friend,  the  son,  the  husband  who  knows  that  he  is  under  sus¬ 
picion  is  likely  to  act  a  bit  queerly,  and  thus  he  tends  to  confirm  the 
dark  thoughts  about  himself.  In  this  way  the  shadows  of  suspicion 
thicken  into  the  clouds  of  open  strife. 

Familiar  is  the  saying,  “Love  is  blind.”  It  sometimes  is.  We 
must  beware  of  letting  our  love  overlook  real  defects  and  dangers. 
But  suspicion  is  usually  more  blind  than  sympathy  and  love.  We 
must  *ry  to  be  realistic  and  test  both  our  faith  and  our  doubts.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Herbert  Farmer  of  Cambridge  University  helps  me  when  he 
says  that  he  puts  his  doubts  on  trial  before  his  beliefs.  Let’s  try 
doubting  our  doubts  before  we  substitute  suspicion  for  feith. 

Tennyson  said  of  Arthur  Hallam:  “He  fought  his  doubts  and 
gathered  strength;  he  would  not  make  his  judgment  blind;  he  faced 
the  spectres  of  his  mind,  and  laid  them;  thus  he  came  at  length  to 
find  a  stronger  faith  his  own.” 


"If  I'm  as  popular  with  my  new  congregation  as 
you  say,  WHY  have  so  few  asked  us  to  dinner?" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Story  of  Paul  Van  Buren 

This  is  a  story  about  a  young 
“term”  missionary  named  Paul  Van 
Buren.  He  has  accepted  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to 
go  out  on  one  of  our  mission  fields 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  If  he 
does  not  want  to  become  a  “full 
termer,”  he  can  quit  with  honor, 
knowing  that  his  three  years  of 
service  overseas  have  fitted  him  to 
understand  his  brothers  of  other 
countries  and  races  better  than  any 
other  work  that  he  could  do.  Paul 
has  had  a  semester  of  work  in 
Seminary  before  deciding  to  accept 
the  term  proposition  of  our  Church. 
And  since  he  grew  up  in  a  farm 
community,  Paul  is  well  versed  in 
knowledge  about  agriculture. 
Therefore  he  has  been  appointed 
as  agricultural  missionary  to  the 
Philippines.  He  has  been  sent  to  a 
little  town  of  15,000  people'  in  the 
province  of  Cagayen,  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  Luzon.  His  town  is  Gat- 
taran.  He  is  the  only  Caucasian  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  town — well,  he  was  until 
I  was  sent  there  for  a  week  of  evan¬ 
gelistic  work. 

Paul  is  a  handsome  young  fellow 
with  a  fine  sense  of  humor  and  a 
deep  sense  of  dedication.  His  job  of 
teaching  in  the  North  Philippines 
Academy  gives  him  a  fine  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  witness  for  Christ  to 
many  young  students,  and  his  at¬ 
tractive  personality  assures  me  that 
he  can  do  a  good  job  at  this.  But 
Paul  has  another  job.  He  is  trying 
to  teach  the  young  men  and  boys 
of  the  Philippines  how  to  farm 
their  land  better.  He  is  trying  to 
make  some  experiments  with  the 
use  of  equipment  that  we  have 
been  using  in  the  States.  Of  course 
the  Filipinos  are  poor  and  cannot 
afford  to  spend  much  money  on 
equipment.  But  they  can  be  taught 


how  to  make  better  use  of  their 
land,  and  of  the  simple  tools  that 
they  now  have.  The  caribao,  their 
water  buffalo,  is  a  tremendous  ani¬ 
mal.  Paul  is  experimenting  with 
some  of  the  “plow  harness”  that 
we  use  in  the  States,  trying  to  make 
it  possible  to  pull  heavier  loads. 

One  of  the  big  jobs  of  the  Church 
is  to  help  the  people  to  a  more 
comfortable  life.  It  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  pride  for  us  to  sit  among 
a  poverty-ridden  people  and  make 
no  effort  to  help  them  to  a  better 
life.  A  prominent  missionary  once 
said,  “When  you’re  hungry  it’s 
mighty  hard  to  be  a  Christian,”  I 
have  seen  many  proofs  of  this  state¬ 
ment  this  summer.  The  Steward¬ 
ship  of  our  land  and  of  our  abili 
ties  is  certainly  a  part  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  duty.  That  is  the  immediate 
responsibility.  But  the  next  one  is 
to  help  these  people  to  be  more 
valuable  to  God’s  program  in  a  fi¬ 
nancial  way.  One  of  the  great 
needs  of  the  Church  in  the  Orient 
is  that  of  money.  Of  course,  if  ev¬ 
ery  Methodist  in  the  United  States 
would  tithe,  we  should  have  no  fi¬ 
nancial  problems,  as  far  as  money 
is  concerned.  But  with  this  great 
up-surging  of  nationalism  ‘in  the 
East,  one  of  our  challenges  is  to 
help  these  people  to  live  more  com¬ 
fortably. 

We  can  thank  God  for  the  many 
Paul  Van  Burens.  We  can  also 
thank  God  for  the  many  young 
women  who  fill  such  a  large  place 
in  the  development  of  the  Church 
in  the  East  as  it  relates  to  women. 
I  commend  this  term  missionary 
plan  to  young  people  as  a  wonder¬ 
ful  opportunity  to  serve  God  and 
the  Church,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  build  into  their  minds  a  breadth 
of  understanding  that  will  fit  them 
for  the  challenging  and  changing 
years  of  the  next  generation. 
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Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  tor  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  September  27,  1959:.  GOD  CALLS  FOR  LOYALTY 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  THE  BOOK  OF  MALACHI.  LESSON  TEXT, 
MALACHI  2:17;  3:1-4,  16-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  I  will  look  with  favor  on  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that 
they  may  dwell  with  me.  Psalms  101:6.  (RSV) 


Today  we  complete  the  study  of  the  six  les¬ 
sons  in  Unit  IX.  We  also  complete  the  lessons  for 
the  third  quarter.  We  also  come  to  the  end  of  a 
rather  prolonged  study  of  lessons  from  the  Old 
Testament.  Through  the  entire  second  and  third 
quarters  of  this  year  all  of  our  lessons  have  been 
based  on  Old  Testament  selections  of  Scripture. 
These  lessons  came  from  sixteen  different  books 
of  the  Old  Testament.  The  subject  of  our  lesson 
today,  which  completes  that  study,  is  “God  Calls 
For  Loyalty.” 

Our  lesson  text  for  today  is  taken  from  Mala- 
chi,  the  last  book  in  the  Old  Testament.  Mala- 
chi  was  written  probably  about  450  B.C.,  which 
was  about  eighty-six  years  after  the  return  of 
the  first  exiles  from  Babylon. 

The  word  Malachi  means  “My  Witness,”  and 
is  so  translated  in  Malachi  3:1.  It  is  commonly 
thought  that  the  word  Malachi  is  not  the  name 
of  a  person,  but  as  the  meaning  of  the  word  in¬ 
dicates,  is  simply  a  substitute  for  the  name  of 
the  author  who  designates  himself  as  a  messen¬ 
ger  of  the  Lord.  If  that  theory  be  true,  the  name 
of  the  author  is  unknown. 

Background  for  Book  of  Malachi 

The  thing  which  preserved  the  identity  of 
the  Jews  during  the  seventy  years  of  exile  in 
Babylon  was  their  common  faith  in  God  and  the 
memories  of  their  beloved  Jerusalem  and  the 
beautiful  Temple  Solomon  built.  The  desire  to 
return  and  rebuild  their  destroyed  city  and 
Temple  was  kept  alive  by  their  leaders  with 
glowing  descriptions  of  their  native  land  and 
the  good  life  that  could  be  theirs  if  they  could 
but  return  home. 

Then  came  the  day  when  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  return.  The  long  journey,  by  foot,  over 
the  seven  hundred  miles  was  filled  with  high 
hopes  for  a  new  day  in  their  homeland. 

When  the  returnees  reached  Jerusalem  they 
found  the  city,  the  Temple  and  the  nearby  ter¬ 
ritory  in  unsightly  ruins.  They  found  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  begin  the  rebuilding  at  once  since  they 
found  it  necessary  to  provide  a  livelihood  in  the 
midst  of  a  wasted  land.  This  took  so  much  of 
their  time  that  there  was  little  time  left  for 
clearing  away  rubbish  or  for  beginning  recon¬ 
struction.  They  also  found  the  natives,  who  had 
remained  in  Canaan  while  they  were  in  captiv¬ 
ity,  very  hostile. 

Nevertheless,  despite  all  obstacles,  the  Tem¬ 
ple  was  rebuilt  and  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  were 
also  rebuilt.  These  tasks  called  for  heroic  ef¬ 
forts  but  they  were  done  with  the  feeling  that 
it  was  the  will  of  God  and  was  necessary  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  good  life  under  the  protection 
°f  God  which  the  prophets  had  pictured. 

Almost  a  hundred  years  had  passed  since 
the  return  of  the  first  groups  from  Babylon, 
before  Malachi  was  written.  The  Jews  had  felt 
that  only  this  reconstruction  program  separated 
them  from  the  good  life  they  had  dreamed  about 
"a  captivity. 

At  the  time  Malachi  was  written  the  job  had 
been  done  for  many  years  yet  the  returned 
exiles  and  their  children  found  life  still  hard  and 
disillusioning.  The  heathen  around  them  seemed 
to  be  getting  on  equally  as  well  or  better  than 
they  were.  < 

Since  they,  God’s  chosen  people,  were  no 
better  off  than  the  heathen  nations  about  them, 
questions  began  to  be  raised  about  the  love,  the 
Power  and  the  justice  of  God.  They  questioned 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  suffer  and  toil 
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as  they  had  unless  God  would  do  more  for  them 
than  He  was  doing. 

It  was  against  such  a  background  that  the 
Book  of  Malachi  was  written.  It  was  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  writer  of  Malachi  to  show  Israel  that 
God  had  not  failed  them,  but  that  they  had  failed 
God. 

The  Unique  Form  of  Malachi 

The  Book  of  Malachi  has  a  literary  form  all 
its  own  among  the  books  of  the  Bible.  It  is  a 
series  of  questions  and  answers. 

The  prophet  attracts  the  attention  of  the  Jews 
by  stating  the  problems  they  had  raised,  in  the 
many  questions  they  were  asking,  and  then 
giving  the  answer  to  these  questions  in  a  con¬ 
vincing,  conclusive  manner.  The  prophet  meets 
their  questions  head-on.  There  is  no  attempt  at 
evasion.  There  is  no  other  book  of  the  Bible 
written  in  such  a  form. 

Questions  The  Jews  Were  Asking 

There  are  seven  questions  asked  and  an¬ 
swered  in  this  comparatively  short  book. 

(1)  Wherein  hast  thou  loved  us?  Malachi  1:2. 
Here  Israel  wants  to  know  in  what  way  God  has 
shown  His  love  for  its  people.  The  prophet  re¬ 
minds  them  that  God  had  allowed  Edom,  de¬ 
scendants  of  Esau,  to  be  destroyed  because  of 
their  enmity  to  Israel. 

(2)  Wherein  have  we  dispised  thy  name? 
Wherein  have  we  poluted  thee?  Malachi  1:6-7. 
The  answer  is  that  Israel  had  made  the  table 
of  the  Lord  contemptable  by  offering  the  sick 
and  lame  of  the  flock  as  sacrifices  to  God. 

(3)  Yet  you  say,  Wherefore?  Malachi  2:14. 
God  condemned  them  for  marrying  wives  from 
people  of  strange  religions.  Also  they  were 
condemned  for  practicing  divorce  which  is  here 
called  “putting  away.” 

(4)  Wherein  have  we  wearied  thee?  Malachi 
2:17.  God  had  become  weary  of  their  cries  that 
God  seemed  to  be  rewarding  evil  and  delighted 
in  wrongdoers. 

(5)  Wherein  shall  we  return?  Malachi  3:7. 
God  declares  that  from  the  time  of  their  fathers 
they  had  gone  away  from  His  ordinances.  God 
calls  for  them  to  return  to  Him  and  He  will  re¬ 
turn  to  them.  Israel  did  not  seem  to  realize 
that  its  people  had  moved  away  from  God’s  plan 
for  them. 

(6)  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?  The  an¬ 
swer  is  short  and  direct,  “In  tithes  and  offer¬ 
ings.” 

(7)  What  have  we  spoken  so  much  against 
thee?  The  answer  was,  “Ye  have  said  it  is  vain 
to  serve  God:  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have 
kept  his  ordinances?” 

The  Jews  had  doubted  God’s  love.  They  had 
doubted  God’s  justice.  They  had  doubted  the 
value  of  worship.  They  had  wearied  God  with 
words  about  His  neglect  of  Israel  while  the 
heathen  about  them  seemed  to  prosper. 

Israel  had  built  the  Temple  and  they  seemed 
to  feel,  in  so  doing,  it  had  brought  God  under 
everlasting  indebtedness  to  them.  It  is  not 
enough  to  build  a  Temple  or  a  church  in  which 
God  may  be  worshipped.  Accompanying  that 
building  program  there  must  be  a  consecration 
of  life  which  is  sincere  and  meaningful. 

Sins  Malachi  Condemned 

(1)  Faithlessness  in  worship.  It  seemed  to 
be  the  custom  of  the  Jews  at  the  time  to  offer  as 
sacrifices  in  Temple  worship  the  refuse  of  their 
flocks.  Malachi  says  that  they  offered  the  blind 
or  lame  or  sick  or  those  torn  by  beasts,  as  sacri¬ 


fices  to  God.  It  seemed  to  be  a  deliberate  plan 
to  offer  to  God  in  worship  that  part  of  their 
flock  which  was  worthless  for  anythnig  else  and 
even  a  nuisance  to  have  around. 

Then  and  now  God  demands  our  best  and 
will  never  be  satisfied  with  shoddy,  shabby  serv¬ 
ice.  We  may  not  be  as  talented  and  useful  as 
some  others.  The  quantity  of  service  we  are  able 
to  render  is  not  the  standard  by  which  the  Lord 
measures  us.  God  wants  us  to  do  our  best.  Hav¬ 
ing  done  that,  we  meet  in  full  the  demands  God 
makes  on  our  lives.  God  is  concerned  about  the 
quality  of  service  we  render  and  our  best,  wheth¬ 
er  it  be  large  or  small,  is  pleasing  to  God. 

(2)  Unfaithfulness  in  marriage.  Many  of  the 
Israelites  had  been  unfaithful  to  their  religion 
and  to  commandments  of  Moses  by  marrying 
foreigners  who  worshiped  other  gods.  This  char¬ 
acter  of  marriages  had  plagued  Israel  across  the 
years. 

They  were  unfaithful  also  to  the  wives  of 
their  own  people  they  had  married.  For  the 
Jew,  then  and  now,  divorce  was  a  serious  mat¬ 
ter. 

(3)  Unfaithfulness  in  dealings  with  others. 
Justice,  honesty  and  brotherly  concern  for  their 
fellowman  were  virtues  not  too  frequently  prac¬ 
ticed  among  the  Jews  of  the  day. 

(4)  Unfaithfuness  in  the  use  of  their  ma¬ 
terial  possessions.  The  tithe  was  the  minimum 
required  of  the  Jew  for  kingdom  building.  Be¬ 
cause  the  Jews  of  the  day  had  failed  to  give  the 
tithe  to  God’s  work  Malachi  declares  that  they 
have  robbed  God.  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  full 
consecration  of  ourselves  to  God  unless  we  in¬ 
clude  in  the  consecration  our  material  means. 
It  is  just  as  impossible  to  make  consecrated  gifts 
of  our  means  to  God  without  we  also  consecrate 
ourselves.  While  such  gifts  may  be  used  to  for¬ 
ward  the  work  of  the  kingdom  they  are  mean¬ 
ingless,  so  far  as  we  ourselves  are  concerned. 

The  Coming  of  The  Messiah 

A  hope  that  seemed  to  be  continuously  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Jews  for  several  centuries  before 
the  coming  of  Christ  was  the  hope  that  a  Mes¬ 
siah  would  come  and  lead  them  to  freedom  and 
victory  over  their  enemies.  In  the  mind  of  the 
Jew,  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  would  practical¬ 
ly  solve  all  of  their  problems.  Every  expecta¬ 
tion,  in  the  coming  Messiah,  was  for  good. 

There  were  two  events  in  the  minds  of  the 
Jews  toward  which  they  looked  with  high  hopes. 
One  was  The  Day  of  the  Lord  and  the  other  was 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  It  was  somewhat 
disconcerting  when  the  prophets  began  telling 
them  that  The  Day  of  the  Lord  was  a  time  when 
God  would  judge  Israel  rather  than  their  ene- 
nres.  It  was  just  as  confusing  when  they  were 
told  that  the  Messiah  was  to  come  like  a  refiners 
fire  to  purge  and  purify  Israel  rather  than  to 
be  a  great  political  leader,  who  would  make 
Jerusalem  the  political  and  religious  center  of 
the  world. 

God's  Call  for  Loyalty  and  Faithfulness 

There  has  never  been  a  time  when  it  was 
quite  so  important  and  necessary  for  Christian 
people  to  be  faithful  as  today.  The  reason  for 
this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  people  of  the  world 
about  us  are  loyal  to  the  things  they  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  with  an  enthusiasm  that  is  re¬ 
markable. 

Television,  radio  and  the  press  remind  us  of 
the  thousands  of  people  who  attend  baseball 
and  football  games,  boxing  matches,  race  tracks, 
etc.  These  people  not  only  attend  these  attrac¬ 
tions,  they  put  multiplied  millions  of  dollars 
into  their  financial  support. 

Unless  the  church  today  shows  something  of 
the  same  degree  of  loyalty  and  liberality  in  the 
support  of  the  church,  we  will  not  be  very  im¬ 
pressive. 

A  Difference  Between  The  Righteous 
and  Wicked 

The  Revised  Standard  Version  translates  the 
last  verse  of  our  lesson  text  as  follows:  “Then 
once  more  you  shall  distinguish  between  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  one  who 
serves  God  and  one  who  does  not  serve  him.” 

One  of  the  most  helpful  things  that  could 
happen  to  the  church  today  would  be  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  that  promise  in  our  day.  What  a  bless¬ 
ing  it  would  be,  if  all  church  members  lived  so 
that  the  world  could  distinguish  between  those 
who  serve  God  and  those  who  make  no  pre¬ 
tense  at  serving  Him. 
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REV.  ABE  M.  CONNERLY  OF  BERNICE  was 
guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at  the 
Forest  Methodist  Church,  Forest,  La.,  August 
10-15.  The  Forest  Church  is  a  part  of  the  Pioneer 
Charge,  and  Rev.  W.  G.  Stegal  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Winnfield,  on  Sunday,  September  30. 
Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  the  Winnfield  pastor. 

REV.  ANGUS  LEE  CARRUTH,  pastor  of 
Blackwater  Methodist  Church  near  Baton 
Rouge,  is  the  evangelist  in  revival  services  being 
held  this  week  at  the  Meadow’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  CLAUDE  A.  CAGLE  OF  TROY,  TEXAS 
was  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at 
the  Bernice  Methodist  Church,  August  16-23. 
Mrs.  Agnes  Grafton  directed  the  choir,  and  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Walsworth,  organist.  Rev.  Abe  M.  Connerly 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

VIVIAN  METHODIST  MEN  are  observing 
ladies  night  program  tonight,  Thursday,  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  with  the  program  featuring  reports  of 
David  Wagner  and  Sandra  Smith  concerning 
their  recent  trip  to  the  National  Methodist  Youth 
Convocation. 

Guyton  watkins  of  new  iberia  was  the 

guest  speaker  at  the  Methodist  Men’s  meet¬ 
ing  on  Wednesday  evening,  September  16,  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Franklin.  Mr.  Watkins 
is  district  lay  leader  of  the  Lafayette  District. 
William  Hewitt  is  the  new  president  of  the 
Franklin  Methodist  Men. 

Ei .  C.  NELLY,  TAX  ASSESSOR  of  Beauregard- 
j  Parish,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  at  Kinder  on  Sunday  morning, 
August  23.  Mr.  Nelly  is  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder.  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  is  the  Kinder 
pastor. 

REV.  JOHN  SCHULER,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Paris,  Texas,  will  be 
the  evangelist  in  a  series  of  special  services  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder,  No¬ 
vember  1-6,  according  to  an  announcement  by 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  pastor.  Song  leader 
will  be  Bill  Mann  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

REV.  W.  R.  WENDT  was  the  guest  speaker  on 
Wednesday  evening,  September  16  at  the 
regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier 
City.  A.  B.  Ewing  is  the  club  president.  Rev.  Mr. 
Wendt  is  former  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Bos¬ 
sier  City.  Rev.  Jack  Midyett  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  ROY  I.  BAGLEY,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church  at  Camden,  Arkansas,  will  be  the 
evangelist  for  a  series  of  services  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches,  October  11- 
16.  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor,  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  revival  committee  composed  of  Guy 
Nesom,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Pierson,  Norman  Fletcher, 
Jack  Fisher,  Willie  Cummins  and  Jack  Boystun. 

DR.  J.  HOWARD  ALLEN,  Dean  of  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  Student  Body,  was  the  guest 
preacher  at  the  DeQuincy  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday  morning,  September  13.  Jay  Mueschke 
of  DeQuincy,  a  ministerial  student  at  McNeese 
College  of  Lake  Charles,  delivered  the  sermon 
at  the  evening  service.  Rev.  Hubert  A.  Gibbs  is 
the  DeQuincy  pastor. 

JUDGE  CHRIS  BARNETTE  of  Shreveport, 
Juvenile  Court  Judge  in  Caddo  Parish  for  20 
years,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  dinner  meeting 


of  the  Men’s  class  of  the  Lake  View  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden  on  Wednesday  evening, 
August  17.  Bob  Pittard,  class  president,  presided 
at  the  meeting,  and  W.  E.  Sanders  presented 
the  speaker. 

BAKER  METHODIST  CHURCH  members  spent 
Sunday,  August  20,  at  Camp  Istrouma,  where 
church  school,  morning  worship  services,  picnic 
dinner,  afternoon  recreation  and  a  vesper  serv¬ 
ice  formed  the  schedule  for  the  day.  Camp  Is¬ 
trouma  is  owned  by  the  Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans  Districts.  Rev.  J.  H.  Sewell  is  the  Baker 
pastor. 

EV.  WILLIAM  HOLT,  pastor  of  the  Faith 
Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches  was  the 
speaker  for  Youth  Emphasis  Week  observed 
August  4-30  by  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Zwolle.  Also  of  special  interest  were  panel  dis¬ 
cussions  led  by  a  pastor,  doctor,  lawyer  and 
educator,  as  part  of  the  program.  Rev.  William 
T.  Hall  is  the  Zwolle  pastor. 

DR.  CHARLES  A.  ALLEN,  pastor  of  the  Grance 
Methodist  Church  of  Atlanta  and  Bill  Mann 
of  Dallas  will  be  the  leaders  in  a  series  of  special 
services  September  21-25  at  the  Carrollton  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  According  to  Dr. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  Dr.  Allen  will  speak  each 
day  at  the  Church  House  and  services  scheduled 
for  12:05  noon  to  12:30.  Regular  services  will 
be  held  each  night  at  the  church  at  7:30. 

REV.  BARRY  BAILEY,  associate  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  was  the 
preacher  at  services  at  that  church  on  Sunday 
morning,  September  4.  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey  recently 
returned  from  a  five  week  tour  of  the  Holy 
Land,  England,  Germany,  Poland,  Greece  and 
Switzerland.  Rev.  Jim  McCullough,  theological 
student  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  a  student 
minister  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  evening  service. 

ON  LABOR  DAY,  September  7,  more  than 
120  members  and  friends  of  Bethel  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  enjoyed  a  picnic  at  the  Istrouma 
Methodist  Camp.  Swimming  was  one  of  the  big 
attractions,  but  the  other  things  which  go  to 
make  up  a  picnic  were  much  in  evidence — fish¬ 
ing,  games,  “chinning”  and  lots  to  eat.  It  was 
a  day  to  be  long  remembered  by  those  present. 
Rev.  Ted  Smith  is  pastor  of  the  Bethel  Church. 

JUDGE  FANNIE  BURCH  of  Amite  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  in  Ponchatoula  in  August. 
The  August  meeting  was  observed  as  family 
night,  with  a  large  number  of  church  families 
joining  the  men  for  the  supper  meeting.  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely,  Ponchatoula  pastor,  installed 
the  following  officers  for  the  new  year:  presi¬ 
dent,  Dr.  G.  T.  Scott;  vice-president,  C.  W.  Jack- 
son;  secretary,  Milburn  Fletcher;  treasurer,  Ed¬ 
win  Burner;  and  reporter,  S.  N.  Fitzmorris. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Winnsboro 
honored  three  of  its  youth  recently  for  their 
having  won  first,  second  and  third  in  the  Monroe 
District  Essay  Contest  which  has  been  sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities  and  Commission  on  Higher  Education. 
These  winners  include  Harriett  Kincaid,  first; 
Tommy  Hatfield,  second;  and  June  Wiley,  third. 
Thomas  A.  Pitt  of  Monroe,  lay  leader  of  the 
Monroe  District,  presented  awards  at  the  special 
service,  Sunday  evening,  August  23. 

HE  BETHEL  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  held  a  “Christmas  in 
September”  party  September  .  After  Scripture 
(Luke  2:1-19)  by  Mrs.  Robert  Forbes,  Mrs.  Ted 
Smith  read  the  poem  “How  The  Guests  Came,” 
and  Mrs.  George  McDonald  gave  an  explanation 
of  the  mission  school  at  Kadako  Kombe,  Belgian 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOME 
ENVELOPES  AVAILABLE 

Envelopes  are  available  for  distribution  to 
pastors  and  local  churches  for  use  during  the 
month  of  November  which  has  been  designated 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  as  Retired  Ministers 
Home  Month,  according  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  j 
chairman  of  the  board  of  managers  for  the 
Homes.  Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  suggests  that  orders  I 
by  pastors  and  local  churches  should  be  sent  at 
an  early  date  in  order  that  they  may  be  filled 
prior  to  the  November  observance.  Leaders  of 
the  Retired  Ministers  Home  program  are  also 
urging  pastors  and  local  churches  to  make  full 
use  of  the  envelopes  in  local  churches. 

Orders  should  be  directed  to  Rev.  J.  B. 
Grambling,  The  Methodist  Church,  Logansport, 
Louisiana. 


Congo.  A  special  offering  of  $18.35  was  taken  to 
be  used  in  the  mission  work  of  the  W.S.C.S. 
Two  films  were  shown.  Eighteen  members  and 
six  guests  were  present.  Rev.  Ted  Smith  is  the 
pastor. 

IVE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston  who  attended  the  National 
Methodist  Youth  Convocation  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity  recently  were  featured  at  the  evening 
service  of  Trinity  on  Sunday,  September  6,  at 
which  time  they  reported  on  the  convocation. 
These  youth  included  Nancy  Garrison,  Charlie 
Langford,  Linda  Laurence,  Kathey  McBride  and 
Dorothy  Watt.  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan,  Trinity  as¬ 
sociate  minister,  also,  attended  the  convocation. 
Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  the  Trinity  pastor. 

R.  JAMES  E.  McCLENDON,  son-in-law  of 
Rev.  James  A.  Knight  of  Greensburg,  has 
completed  special  training  in  internal  medicine 
at  the  Alton  Ochsner  Medical  Foundation  in 
New  Orleans  preparatory  to  duties  as  a  medical 
missionary  in  Nadiad,  India.  In  1954  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Clendon  married  the  former  Ola  Marie  Knight. 
They  have  a  son,  Marvin  James,  age  3.  Following 
special  orientation  work  at  the  Kennedy  School 
of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McClendon  are  expected  to 
leave  in  February  1960  for  missionary  service. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  KNIGHT  and  Sunshine, 
James  Knight,  Jr.,  and  Linda  Kaye,  of 
Greensburg,  accompanied  by  their  son-in-law 
and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  and  Gyrthel 
Dewey  of  Lake  Charles,  Lcruisiana,  visited  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  in  Des  Allemands  and  Lock- 
port,  Louisiana  during  the  last  weekend  of 
August  while  on  vacation.  On  Sunday  morning 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Knight  preached  at  the  Lockport 
Methodist  Church  where  Rev.  Johnnie  Zerangue 
is  pastor.  On  Sunday  afternoon  the  group  en¬ 
joyed  a  cabin  cruiser  boat  ride  up  and  down 
Bayou  Lafourche. 

BIBLE  STUDY  COURSE,  in  survey  of  New 
Testament  Literature  is  underway  at  St. 
Matthew’s  Methodist  Church  of  Metairie  with 
Rev.  Ebb  Munden  as  instructor.  Sessions  for  the 
course  are  held  each  Wednesday  evening  with 
the  first  half  of  the  course  having  begun  on 
September  16  and  extending  through  early  De¬ 
cember,  and  the  second  half  beginning  January 
6  and  extending  through  April.  Last  year’s  study 
of  the  Old  Testament  had  an  enrollment  of  60 
adults.  The  St.  Matthew’s  Woman’s  Society  has 
under  consideration  the  possibility  of  offering 
a  Mission  Study  Course  for  children  to  be  held 
at  the  same  time  as  the  Bible  Study  Course,  so 
that  the  entire  family  may  participate  in  the 
Wednesday  evening  program. 

IVE  NEW  ORLEANS  CHURCHES  joined  to¬ 
gether  for  an  evangelistic  rally  at  the  St. 
Mark’s  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  on 
Sunday  evening,  August  30,  under  the  direction 
of  Rev.  Carlton  Casey  of  Williamsburg,  Va.,  and 
Rev.  Robert  Strobridge  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
both  theological  students  in  Methodist  Seminar¬ 
ies.  Rev.  Mr.  Casey  and  Rev.  Mr.  Strobridge 
have  completed  an  eight  weeks  stay  in  the  New 
Orleans  Area  as  evangelists  sponsored  by  The 
General  Board  of  Evangelism,  aiding  several 
churches  in  their  over-all  programs.  Churches 
other  than  St.  Mark’s  which  participated  in  the 
rally  are:  John  Wesley,  Felicity,  Redeemer  and 
Second  Methodist.  Other  ministers  participating 
in  the  service  include  Rev.  Henry  Rickey  of  New 
Orleans  District  and  Rev.  Lloyd  Forman,  host 
pastor,  and  pastors  of  participating  churches. 
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Jefferson  Methodist  Church  recently  had  a  land  clearing  by  the  men 
of  the  church.  Here  at  the  sign  on  the  five  acre  tract  are  from  left  to  right: 
George  W.  Hill,  church  lay  leader;  Bob  Easterly,  M.Y.F.  president;  Rev. 
Stone  W.  Caraway,  pastor;  Calvin  D.  Smith,  church  school  superintendent; 
and  E.  K.  Easterly,  chairman  Building  Committee. 


CENTENARY  OPENS 
REGISTRATION  FOR 
I35th  YEAR  OF  SERVICE 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
ey  to  the  fund-raising  drive  now 
being  concluded.  He  termed  the 
faculty  support  “an  inspiration  to 
all”  and  said  that  approximately 
$1,500,000  of  the  $1,700,000  goal  for 
the  immediate  needs  of  the  college 
already  has  been  raised.  Dr.  Mickle 
expressed  optimism  that  the  en¬ 
tire  amount  would  be  raised  by  the 
end  of  the  current  year. 

“As  you  well  know,”  Dr.  Mickle 
told  the  faculty,  “the  long-range 
goal  in  our  Development  Program 
was  set  at  $10,500,000.  Six  million 
of  this  we  need  for  additional  en¬ 
dowment  and  the  balance  for  build¬ 
ings  and  other  improvements.  The 
reception  from  our  public  was  most 
encouraging.  Our  public  now  is 
looking  to  us  for  strong  leadership 
in  the  field  of  Christian  higher  ed¬ 
ucation  as  never  before,  and  our 
opportunities  in  the  years  ahead 
will  be  limited  only  by  our  deter¬ 
mination  to  furnish  that  leader¬ 
ship.” 

The  Development  Program  has 
the  three-fold  objective  of  build¬ 
ings  and  equipment,  endowment 
funds  and  improvement  of  the  aca¬ 
demic  program,  Dr.  Mickle  said. 
Under  these  three  goals  are  includ¬ 
ed  such  items  as  campus  improve¬ 
ment,  endowments  for  lectureships, 
scholarships  and  special  programs 
and  higher  teachers’  salaries. 

“The  sole  purpose  of  our  Devel¬ 
opment  Program  is,  of  course,  the 
achievement  of  better  things  for 
our  educational  program,  and  these 
are  not  limited  to  buildings,  equip¬ 
ment,  sidewalks  and  roads,”  he  ob¬ 
served.  “Higher  educational  stand¬ 
ards,  deeper  intellectual  and  spir¬ 
itual  dedication  to  our  task,  better 
students  and  better  teaching — these 
are  our  real  objectives  and  are  rec¬ 
ognized  as  such  by  one  of  the  finest 
Boards  of  Trustees  of  any  liberal 
arts  college  of  our  size  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.” 

Dr.  Mickle  also  recalled  the  sur¬ 
vey  made  at  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  by  a  team  of  five 
persons  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  This  was  the  third  such 
survey  made  during  the  past  14 
years,  and  the  college  president  de¬ 
clared  that  Board  members  now  are 
considering  ways  of  implementing 
the  recommendations  made  in  the 
survey  report. 

“Last  year  was  a  year  of  hard 
work  and  solid  progress,”  he  said. 
“This  coming  year  should  be  one 
of  consolidation  and  sound  plan¬ 
ning  for  an  even  better  future.  It 
is  a  challenge  to  all  of  us,  inviting 
our  constructive  thinking,  our  phy¬ 
sical  energies  and  our  prayers.” 


MINISTERS  SHOULD 
HAVE  BACKING  OF 
THEIR  BISHOPS 

(Continued  from  page  1 ) 

How  about  transferring  more 
Negro  churches  to  conferences  of 
other  jurisdictions? 

The  Lexington  Conference,  which 
has  transferred  four  of  its  large 
churches — two  in  Detroit  and  one 
each  in  Chicago  and  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. — was  cited  as  an  example  of 
problems  which  arise.  The  loss  of 
such  churches  weakens  the  confer¬ 
ence  financially  and  numerically 
and  cuts  support  of  the  Negro  col¬ 
leges,  pensions,  and  other  confer¬ 
ence  programs. 

The  General  Conference  cannot 


Jefferson  Church, 
Baton  Rouge 
Reports  Progress 

Jefferson  Methodist  Church  is 
serving  the  Jefferson  Highway  sub¬ 
divisions  in  the  southeast  section  of 
Baton  Rouge.  There  are  approxi¬ 
mately  4500  residents  living  in  the 
area. 

The  Baptists  and  Episcopalians 
also  have  organized  churches  in  the 
vicinity  and  are  meeting  in  tempo¬ 
rary  structures. 

Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  church  January  1, 
1959.  The  charter  membership  was 
also  closed  that  month  with  seven¬ 
ty-one  members.  At  present  there 
are  one-hundred  and  twelve  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  with  an  average 
attendance  of  eighty-five,  and  one- 
hundred  and  forty-one  members  of 
the  church  school  with  an  average 


abolish  the  Central  Jurisdiction  or 
any  other  part  of  the  jurisdictional 
structure,  the  panel  pointed  out. 
Such  action  requires  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  constitution,  to  be  vot¬ 
ed  upon  by  every  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

Among  Protestant  denominations, 
the  problem  of  inner-church  race 
relations  is  confined  almost  wholly 
to  The  Methodist  Church,  the  only 
one  with  a  large  number  of  Negroes 
in  its  membership,  the  panelists 
said.  “This  gives  us  an  opportunity 
to  keep  the  lines  of  communication 
open,  to  consider  the  problem  as  a 
common  task  rather  than  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  integration  or  segregation.” 

It  was  recalled  that  a  somewhat 
similar  problem  once  existed  in  the 
“language  churches”  of  Methodism. 
But  all  were  gradually  absorbed  as 
the  language  barrier  disappeared. 

Why  not  faster  integration  of 
Methodist  institutions — schools,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  homes? 

The  panel  answered  that  some 
are  integrated,  some  are  partially 
integrated,  and  others  are  not  be¬ 
cause  they  reflect  the  social  pat¬ 
terns  of  their  respective  regions. 
“The  church  is  a  voluntary  agency. 
You  can’t  compel  its  members  to 
act.” 


attendance  of  ninety.  The  church  is 
fully  organized  with  its  Official 
Board,  Four  Commissions,  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  with  a 
membership  of  twenty-one,  and 
church  school  with  a  staff  of  nine¬ 
teen  officers  and  teachers. 

The  congregation  is  meeting  in  a 
neighborhood  elementary  school 
for  its  Sunday  morning  service.  Al¬ 
though  the  people  are  grateful  to 
have  access  to  the  school,  they  can 
only  use  it  on  Sunday  morning  and 
then  the  space  is  very  limited. 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  on 
June  12,  1959,  purchased  a  beauti¬ 
ful  wooded  five  acre  tract  of  land 
for  the  church  site.  The  land  is  on 
the  Jefferson  Highway  where  it 
will  be  easily  accessible  to  all  in  its 
parish.  The  congregation  is  hope¬ 
ful  that  possibly  by  next  spring 
they  will  have  a  church  building  of 
their  own  on  this  lovely  site.  The 
1,000  Club  call  this  quarter  will  aid 
greatly  in  making  this  possible. 


Rev.  E.  H.  Hook  Dies 
On  Hospital  Visit 

Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  aged  70,  of 
Fayetteville,  a  retired  Methodist 
minister,  died  unexpectedly  Thurs¬ 
day  morning,  September  10,  at  a 
hospital  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hook  had  gone  to  the  hospital 
to  visit  his  wife,  who  is  critically 
ill,  when  he  was  stricken. 

Mr.  Hook  retired  June  1  after  nine 
years  as  superintendent  of  the 
Western  Methodist  Assembly  on 
Mount  Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  44  years  before  his 
retirement. 

During  his  ministry,  Mr.  Hook 
served  pastorates  at  Cave  City, 
Mountaih  View,  Batesville,  Boone- 
ville,  Springdale  Clarksville,  First 
Methodist  Church  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Paragould  and  Goddard  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  at  Fort 
Smith.  He  had  been  superintendent 
of  the  Fayetteville  and  Searcy  Dis¬ 
tricts. 

Mr.  Hook  was  born  at  Pleasant 
Plains  (Independence  County). 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Minnie  Webb  Forrest  Hook;  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Everette  Stewart  of 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Sept.  21  Baton  Rouge  District  Public 
Relations  Seminar 

Sept.  22  Alexandria  District  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Seminar 

Sept.  27  Church  School  Rally  Day 
Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education 
Week 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-Year  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting, 
Natchitoches 

Oct.  4  World  Wide  Communion. 

Church  School  Year  Begins 
Oct.  11  Methodist  Children’s  Home — 
Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 
(4) 

Oct.  12,  13  Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 
Oct.  18  Laymen’s  Day 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication^ _ 

9  Percent  More 
Women  Abstain 
Than  2  Years  Ago 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
greatest  change  in  drinking  habits 
in  recent  years  has  occurred  among 
the  women  of  the  country,  according 
to  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance  here. 

He  said  that  latest  Gallup  Poll 
statistics  indicate  that  55  percent  of 
the  nation’s  women  now  abstain, 
compared  to  only  46  percent  two 
years  ago. 

If  this  present  trend  continues, 
Dr.  Hooton  explained,  by  1960  near¬ 
ly  60  percent  of  the  women  in  the 
United  States  will  not  drink. 

Noting  that  there  are  many  non¬ 
drinkers  among  outstanding  women 
leaders  in  government,  radio,  tele¬ 
vision,  the  theatre,  and  numerous 
other  professions,  Dr.  Hooton  told 
of  a  letter  which  the  board  received 
from  the  noted  “advice”  columnist, 
Ann  Landers.  She  wrote: 

“Most  women  who  say  they  must 
take  a  drink  to  be  sociable  are  only 
kidding  themselves.  You  will  have 
to  go  a  long  way  to  find  one  who 
is  more  sociable  than  I  am.  Yet  I 
have  never  needed  liquor  as  a 
crutch.  When  I  attend  cocktail  par¬ 
ties,  as  I  often  do,  I  merely  say, 
‘Ginger  ale,  please.’  And  I  am  not 
the  least  bit  uncomfortable.  A  wo¬ 
man  who  is  able  to  say  ‘no’  so  it 
sounds  like  ‘no’  and  not  ‘maybe’, 
should  have  no  problem.” 

Industry’s  two  million  “problem 
drinkers”  cause  a  loss  of  36,000,000 
man-days  and  $1,000,000,000  annual¬ 
ly- 

This  fact  was  reported  here  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 
in  a  survey  of  the  drinking  problem 
in  industry. 

Alcoholism,  the  board  estimated, 
caused  twice  as  many  lost  pay-days 
in  1957  than  did  strikes. 


Clarksville  and  Mrs.  Ben  Watkins 
of  Fort  Smith;  two  brothers,  Earl 
Hook  of  Lake  City  and  Earnest 
Hook  of  Pleasant  Plains;  three  sis¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Cyrus  McAdams  and  Mrs. 
John  Wright  of  Pleasant  Plains  and 
Mrs.  Boyce  Caplinger  of  Searcy, 
and  a  granddaughter. 

Funeral  was  at  10  a.m.  Saturday, 
September  12  at  Central  Methodist 
Church  in  Fayetteville  by  Dr. 
Aubrey  G.  Walton  and  Rev.  Robert 
E.  L.  Bearden.  Burial  was  at  3  p.m. 
Saturday  at  Oakland  Cemetery  at 
Clarksville  by  Moore  Funeral  Serv¬ 
ice  of  Fayetteville. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1959 


Page  Nine 


YOUTH  NEWS— Promotion  -  Devotion  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


At  the  Bear  Creek  Lake  Intermediate  Camp,  July  20-24,  the  following 
were  chosen  in  the  " Who's  Who"  contest.  They  are  shown  in  the  picture, 
front,  left  to  right;  Jimmy  Arthurs,  Best  Sport;  Ricky  Kamm,  Laziest.  Back 
row,  left  to  right;  Carol  Williams,  Wittiest;  Janice  Spence,  Cutest;  Suzanne 
Webb,  Miss  Bear  Creek;  David  Beith,  Mr.  Bear  Creek;  Janet  Parchman, 
Biggest  Eater.  Forty-two  campers  attended. 

Courses  were  taught  by  the  following,  Christian  Beliefs,  Raymond  Dor¬ 
man,  Cotton  Plant;  Worship,  James  Harris,  Jr.,  Earle;  "Alcohol  and  its 
Effects,"  Harold  Wilson,  Earle;  "Living  together  as  Christians,"  Harold 
Spence,  Brinkley;  Miss  Sara  McGregor,  Cotton  Plant,  was  in  charge  of  the 
water  front,  Raymond  Dorman  was  in  charge  of  the  recreation. 

The  following  adults  also  worked  in  the  camp,  directing  interest  groups 
and  helping  in  various  ways,  Mrs.  Brewer,  Brinkley;  Mrs.  Raymond  Dorman, 
Cotton  Plant;  Judy  Bird  and  Caroline  Crenshaw,  Earle.  The  camp  was 
directed  by  Harold  Wilson,  assisted  by  Harold  Spence  and  Raymond  Dorman. 


Youth  Weeks 

Moniicello 

The  MYF  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monticello,  Ark.,  has  had 
one  of  the  most  inspirational  months 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  The 
counselors  are  Mr.  and  Mirs.  Ed 
Brewer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gentry  Dunn, 
Harvey  Thomasson  and  Henry  Lee 
Ross.  They  are  well  satisfied  with 
the  interest  shown  by  all  of  the 
MYF  members.  Even  though  Au¬ 
gust  is  vacation  month  and  some 
members  were  away  at  times,  the 
meetings  averaged  35  each  night. 
On  July  31  the  evening  church  serv¬ 
ices  were  conducted  by  the  MYF 
for  their  MYFund  Pledge  Service. 

During  the  month  of  August  the 
five  Sunday  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ices  were  conducted  by  the  MYF. 
They  had  a  choir,  Scripture  reading, 
prayer,  anthem,  offering  and  a 
speaker  all  being  performed  by  the 
MYF.  Jimmy  Ross  spoke  on  “Dead 
Sea  Scrolls”,  August  2.  Miss  Bob¬ 
bie  Ann  Johnson  of  Warren  spoke 
on  “Ways  of  Worship”  on  August  9. 
The  local  MYF  read  poems,  and  re¬ 
ligious  readings  for  August  16. 

August  23  began  the  MYF  Activi¬ 
ties  Week  and  the  evening  speaker 
was  Miss  Gradene  Young  who  spoke 
on  Youth  Activities  Week  in  the 
church.  Monday  night,  August  24 
the  youth  had  their  service  program 
and  painted  the  dining  hall  of  the 


Educational  building.  On  Tuesday, 
August  25,  Harry  Shannon,  III,  of 
Star  City,  the  vice  president  of  the 
Monticello  Sub-District  was  the 
evening  speaker. 

Wednesday  night,  August  26,  was 
recreation  night  and  the  youth  en¬ 
joyed  a  scavenger  hunt.  On  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  August  27,  the  team  who 
won  the  scavenger  hunt  the  night 
before  were  rewarded  with  a  straw¬ 
berry  sundae.  A  film  was  shown 
after  refreshments.  On  Friday  night, 
August  28,  the  pastor  Rev.  Robert 
O.  Beck  served  communion  to  close 
the  weeks  activities.  On  Saturday 
night,  August  29,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen¬ 
ry  Lee  Ross  took  the  group  on  a 
hayride,  covering  105  miles.  Then 
to  close  the  month  of  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  services  the  MYF  group  spoke 
on  summer  camps.  The  speakers 
were  Hilda  Hancock,  Jeanette  Glaz- 
ener,  Tommy  McGinnis,  Ann  Griner 
and  Pat  McGinnis.  On  Monday 
night,  August  31  the  MYF  group 
attended  a  sub-district  meeting  at 
Rock  Springs;  35  attended  from 
Monticello. 

DeQuincy 

During  the  week  of  August  3-7, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bengtson  Smith,  was 
in  charge  of  a  Christian  Adventure 
week  for  the  DeQuincy,  La.,  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Intermediates.  She  was 
ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Clegg, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lanman  and 
others  who  helped  to  provide  the 
evening  meal. 

The  program  began  at  4:30  each 
afternoon  and  ran  until  9:00.  The 
program  consisted  of  crafts,  recrea¬ 
tion,  a  meal,  study  and  worship. 


Louisiana 
Progress  Pointers 

By  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 
Executive  Secretary 
La.  Board  of  Education 

Six  Districts  are  planning  Labora¬ 
tory  Schools  for  1959-60.  A  Lab 
School  teaches  the  teachers  by  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  observe  an  expert 
teacher  at  work  with  children  and 
then  to  do  actual  teaching  with  the 
lead  teacher.  Learning  by  observing 
and  doing. 

Older  Adults  meet  for  lunches, 
fellowship  gatherings,  camps,  and 
study.  A  number  of  our  churches 
have  strong  older  adult  groups. 
(X  Y  Z  clubs,  Golden  Agers,  D.  M. 
A.,  etc.) 

We  are  urging  churches  to  build 
educational  buildings  around  the 
program  rather  than  just  building 
rooms. 

The  New  Nursery  Material  for  3 
year-olds  is  ready  for  use  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  I  have  read  the  teachers’  man¬ 
ual  “Christian  Nurture  in  the  Nurs¬ 
ery  Class”  and  find  in  it  an  abund- 
tance  of  rich  material  dealing  with 
the  nature  of  the  three-year  old, 
goals  and  purposes,  the  role  of  the 
teacher,  teaching  techniques,  and 
room  equipment. 

A  Preacher  Writes  and  inquires 
about  the  Home  Department.  There 
is  no  overall  Home  Department,  but 
there  are  home  members  of  the 
Adult  Division,  home  members  of 
the  Nursery  department,  etc.  How 
to  enroll  and  serve  them  is  ex¬ 
plained  in  appropriate  leaflets. 

There  are  13  Church  Libraries 
among  the  churches  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  district  and  11  more  churches 
are  interested  in  opening  libraries. 
Mr.  Louis  Smith,  librarian  at  Rayne 
Church,  made  this  survey.  We  will 
send  you  a  list  of  churches  that  have 
good  libraries  if  you  are  interested. 
The  Publishing  House  will  send 
you  a  manual. 

Twelve  People  are  preparing  out¬ 
lines  to  teach  in  Leadership  Schools. 
When  the  outlines  are  completed 
they  will  be  mailed  to  Nashville  for 
review  and  criticism  and,  if  satis¬ 
factory,  each  person  will  be  issued 
a  certificate.  They  will  then  be 
added  to  our  list  of  available  in¬ 
structors.  We  are  in  need  of  more 
instructors  especially  in  Children’s 
Work. 


N.A.  Conf.  Notes — 

Coaching  Conf. 

Held  in  N.  Ark. 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Two  sections  of  a  Coaching  Con¬ 
ference  on  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA¬ 
TION  IN  THE  CHURCH  were  held 
as  follows:  Ozark,  September  8  and 
Searcy,  September  10.  A  total  of 
sixty  persons  participated  in  this 
program.  The  prospects  are  that  we 
will  soon  have  a  splendid  group  of 
new  instructors  on  this  course.  Those 
who  were  already  certified  for  this 
course  were  invited  to  be  in  the 
Coaching  Conference  and  a  number 
of  them  came  for  a  refresher.  Excel¬ 
lent  work  was  done  by  all  those 
taking  part  in  the  Coaching  Confer¬ 
ence.  They  worked  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  9:00  p.m.  with  time  enough  off 
for  the  noonday  and  evening  meals. 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference  is 
emphasizing  that  there  are  four 
major  approaches  to  be  made  in 
promoting  Christian  education  in 


Little  Rock  Dist. 
Planning  Workshop 
To  Be  Sept.  22 

The  Little  Rock  District  will  hold 
a  planning  workshop  at  Pulaski 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  on  September  22.  The  work¬ 
shop  will  be  in  session  for  two  hours, 
7:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  Those  attend¬ 
ing  will  meet  in  Fellowship  Hall. 

Mrs.  John  L.  Tucker,  conference 
director  of  Children’s  Work,  said 
that  it  was  important  for  everyone 
to  bring  their  own  lesson  materials, 
including  CHILD  GUIDANCE,  and 
to  read  all  October  lesson  materials. 

Mrs.  V.  B.  Story,  Pulaski  Heights 
Church,  will  give  the  prayer.  Lead¬ 
ers  for  the  Group  Graded  are  Miss 
Lula  Doyle  Baird,  Morrilton,  and 
Mrs.  Herbert  Monday,  Little  Rock. 
Miss  Baird  will  speak  to  the  teach¬ 
ers  using  Group  Graded  materials 
at  a  general  meeting,  preceding  the 
regular  Planning  Session. 

Leaders  for  the  Closely  Graded 
are  Nursery:  Mrs.  John  L.  Tucker, 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Linsley,  Mrs.  Don  E. 
Morey,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  B.  Williams;  Kindergarten: 
Mrs.  Norman  Hariston,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Clark  and  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Griffith; 
Primary:  Mrs.  Robert  Berry,  Mrs. 
Cecil  Kelley  and  Mrs.  Harold  Bow¬ 
ser;  Junior:  Mrs.  John  D.  Christian, 
Mrs.  Gene  Swepston,  Mrs.  Louis 
East,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Whitley  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Vancura.  Mrs.  L,  C.  Thompson 
is  the  district  director  of  Children’s 
Work. 


the  local  church.  The  course  on 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  IN  THE 
CHURCH  is  considered  the  first 
basic  course.  Along  with  this  there 
should  be  courses  on  Christian  Be¬ 
liefs  and  on  Biblical  background. 
Then  there  is  need  for  technique 
courses  to  prepare  leaders  to  do  a 
good  job  of  teaching. 


Rally  Day  Envelopes 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Board  of  Education  is  offering  to 
send  to  any  church  in  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  Rally  Day  Of¬ 
fering  envelopes,  upon  request.  A 
number  of  churches  have  already 
requested  these  envelopes. 


Where  Send  Rally  Day  Offerings 

All  Church  School  Rally  Day  of¬ 
ferings  of  churches  in  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  are  to  be  sent  to 
Board  of  Education,  Hendrix  Sta¬ 
tion,  Conway,  Arkansas. 

Church  School  Rally  Day  has  been 
set  for  Sunday,  September  27  and 
programs  have  been  mailed  to  Pas¬ 
tors  or  church  school  superinten¬ 
dents  for  the  observance  of  the  day. 
This  should  be  a  Rally  Day  that 
would  surpass  all  former  such  days 
in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 


Back  In  Office 

The  Board  of  Education  office 
during  the  summer  was  moved  to 
Hulen  Hall  during  the  period  of 
remodeling  of  Hendrix  administra¬ 
tion  building. 

We  are  now  able  to  return  to  the 
same  office  space  we  have  been  in 
for  a  number  of  years.  Our  office 
has  been  beautifully  decorated  and 
we  now  have  what  is  possibly  the 
nicest  office  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  North  Arkansas  Conference 
has  ever  had.  Our  office  is  on  the 
basement  floor  of  Hendrix  College 
administration  building. 
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WITH  THE  DISTRICTS 


West  Lake  Society  Meets  With  Guild 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Mouton,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guillory,  and  Mrs.  Alton  Granger  with 
the  picture  " The  Mountain  Top"  used  in  the  program  at  West  Lake. 


Alexandria  District 

The  Alexandria  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  Sem¬ 
inar  will  be  held  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexandria  on  Fri¬ 
day,  September  18,  from  9:45  a.m. 
through  noon. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick,  the  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Woman’s  Society,  will  present  the 
home  mission  study  for  the  year, 
“The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country”;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Lafayette  District,  will 
present  the  foreign  mission  study 
on  “Africa”;  Mrs.  Ruth  Cowell, 
Conference  Guild  Chairman  for 
Christian  Social  Relations,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  study  on  the  “United  Na¬ 
tions”;  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
Alexandria  District  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education,  will  present 
the  Bible  Study  on  “Luke.” 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Dethloff,  Alexandria 
District  President,  will  have  the 
opening  devotion  and  Mrs.  H.  V. 
Dunford,  Alexandria  District  Vice- 
President,  will  present  the  monthly 
program  book. 


Shreveport  District 

Mrs.  William  C.  McDonald,  who 
is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  has  released  the  places  and 
tentative  schedule  for  Zone  Meet¬ 
ings.  Mooringsport:  November  10, 
with  Mrs.  W.  B.  Gardner,  Leader 
Zone  1;  Coushatta,  November  13, 
Mrs.  Ira  Campbell,  Zone  Leader  2; 
Greenwood,  November  20,  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Murray,  Jr.,  Zone  Leader  3. 

The  Theme:  “To  Rekindle  the 
Light”  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
planned  program  for  the  Fall  Zone 
Meetings.  Christian  Citizenship  will 
be  a  major  topic  with  sub-topics  of: 


The  Right  To  Vote;  Alcohol  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Immigration  —  Refugee 
Year  (1959). 


Women  In  The  Church 

By  Mary  Fowler 

The  Missouri  Synod  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  has  reaffirmed  in  gen¬ 
eral  convention  its  long-time  oppo¬ 
sition  to  giving  women  any  right 
to  vote  on  congregational  matters 
within  the  denomination  and  any 
of  its  local  churches.  The  body  has 
a  membership  of  2,400,000  Luther¬ 
ans — more  than  half  of  whom  are 
reported  to  be  women.  St.  Paul’s 
admonition  that  women  be  silent  in 
church  is  the  main  “scriptural  prin¬ 
ciple”  upon  which  this  “denial  of 
suffrage”  is  based.  In  Missouri  Sy¬ 
nod  practice,  the  right  to  vote  in 
congregational  matters  is  reserved 
for  the  members  of  the  voter’s  as¬ 
sembly,  the  governing  body  in  a 
congregation,  and  this  is  open  only 
to  male  communicant  members  over 
21  years  of  age.  Congregations  are 
urged  to  maintain  this  practice,  but 
to  make  a  greater  effort  to  inform 
the  entire  membership  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  all  actions  and  de¬ 
cisions.  It  is  also  suggested  that  on 
matters  which  affect  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation,  all  group  and  individuals 
not  directly  represented  in  the 
assembly  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  express  their  opinions  and  wishes 
prior  to  action  by  the  male  voting 
body  of  the  congregation.  In  re¬ 
affirming  its  historic  stand,  the  Sy¬ 
nod  notes  that  women  serve  as 
teachers,  parish  workers,  deacon¬ 
esses,  secretaries,  nurses,  youth 
workers,  and  in  many  other  capac¬ 
ities.  Administration  of  the  church’s 
business,  however,  and  the  pastor¬ 
ate,  have  always  been  confined  to 
the  male  members  of  the  Synod. 


The  ladies  of  the  West  Lake 
Methodist  Church  were  invited  to 
attend  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Tuesday,  September  1,  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  president,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guil¬ 
lory,  presided  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Simpson  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  Group  singing  was  enjoyed 
with  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch,  pianist  and 
Mrs.  Bruce  Fontenot,  song  leader. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was 
to  acquaint  those  present  with  the 
work  being  done  by  the  Society;  to 
present  an  interesting  program;  and 
to  enjoy  the  fellowship  dinner. 

“There  is  light  upon  the  Moun¬ 
tain”  was  the  topic  of  the  guest 
speaker,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mouton,  Lake 
Charles  District  president,  who  ex¬ 
plained  the  relationship  between 
the  WSCS  and  the  Guild  emphasiz¬ 
ing  working  together  in  the  church. 
She  outlined  ways  of  enlisting  new 
members  and  finding  interesting 
jobs  for  them.  Great  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  will  be  derived  from 
visiting  new  people  and  those  who 
have  become  indifferent  and  help¬ 
ing  to  activate  them  into  the  wom¬ 
en’s  work  Mrs.  Mouton  said. 

Mrs.  Frank  Simpson  read  the 


The  first  woman  to  be  appointed 
to  the  staff  of  the  new  Alaska 
Methodist  University  has  been 
named  as  librarian  for  the  new 
school  in  Anchorage.  She  is  Mrs. 
Willetta  B.  Matsen,  an  Anchorage 
resident  who  in  1945  set  up  that 
city’s  first  public  library.  Mrs.  Mat- 
sen  is  the  fourth  staff  member  of 
the  university.  The  others  are  the 
president,  and  academic  dean  and 
the  business  manager.  Born  in  Mon¬ 
tana,  Mrs.  Matsen  is  a  graduate  of 
the  State  University  of  Montana,  at 
Missoula,  with  a  degree  in  library 
administration,  and  has  done  grad¬ 
uate  work  at  Columbia  University 
in  New  York.  Before  going  to  Alas¬ 
ka,  she  was  on  the  library  staff  at 
the  State  University  of  Montana 
and  the  Deschutes  County  Library 
in  Bend,  Oregon.  After  setting  up 
the  Anchorage  library,  she  became 
librarian  for  the  Arctic  Health  Re¬ 
search  Center. 


purpose  and  pledge. 

“There  is  Light  upon  the  Moun¬ 
tain”  was  the  topic  of  the  medita¬ 
tion  by  Mrs.  Audrey  Roberts  who 
stressed  that  the  sun  shines  upon 
the  mountain  first. 

Making  New  Year’s  resolutions 
was  the  program  presented  by  the 
Guild  president,  Mrs.  John  Craver 
and  the  Society  secretary,  Mrs. 
Clarence  D.  Adams,  Sr. 

“The  Mountain  Top”  was  a  beau¬ 
tifully  lighted  picture  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  top  provided  for  the  program 
by  Mrs.  Bob  Blomquist. 

Approximately  forty  persons  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Mouton 
was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Alton 
Granger. 


Mrs.  R.  L.  Blanton,  vice-president 
of  the  Asbury  W.S.CS..  Lafayette, 
discussing  the  year's  program  with 
Mrs.  H.  J.  James,  who  will  be  leader 
for  the  study  on  the  Gospel  of  Luke 
in  April. 

The  occasion  is  a  Coffee,  held  at 
the  beginning  of  each  new  year. 
Mrs.  Blanton  presented  a  short  re¬ 
sume'  of  studies  and  programs.  Mrs. 
M.  R.  Duhe,  president,  told  about 
aims  and  goals  of  the  Society;  and 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton  led  a  Commemo¬ 
ration  Service  for  two  members  who 
passed  away  during  the  year;  Mrs. 
G.  E.  Caraway  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Dun¬ 
can.  The  theme  was:  "There's  A 
Light  on  the  Mountain."  Mrs.  Byrl 
Moreland  was  hostess. 


Miss  Vera  Chambers,  secretary  of  youth  for  the  Alexandria  District, 
presented  an  Honorary  Youth  Membership  to  Yolanda  Young  on  behalf  of 
Chrystal  Gammil.  Yolanda,  though  young  in  years  is  rich  in  experience;  she 
has  been  a  mainstay  in  Wesley  Church,  holding  the  youth  together  during 
o  critical  time.  She  not  only  served  the  youth,  but  in  every  capacity  in  the 
church. 

Pictured  above  are,  left  to  right:  Chrystal  Gammil,  Yolanda  Young, 
and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Young,  Yolanda's  mother. 
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MYFund  Reporting 
Plan 

By  Pat  Clyburn 

This  year  the  Conference  is  ask¬ 
ing  each  local  church  to  cooperate 
in  a  reporting  plan  for  the  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fund.  Everyone  is  urged 
to  cooperate,  since  the  plan  cannot 
be  effective  unless  every  MYF  sends 
in  a  report.  The  plan  is  as  follows: 

Each  month  the  MYFund  treas¬ 
urer  or  Outreach  Chairman  (who¬ 
ever  keeps  record  of  MYFund  pay¬ 
ments)  should  send  a  report  for 
that  month  to  the  District  Outreach 
Chairman.  He  is  turn  will  send  a 
report  to  me,  the  Conference  Out¬ 
reach  Chairman.  The  report  should 
be  sent  in  after  the  last  Sunday 
night  of  each  month. 

This  plan  should  go  into  effect 
with  a  report  after  the  last  Sunday 
in  September.  Sub-district  and  Dis¬ 
trict  officers  should  help  in  getting 
the  word  in  the  local  churches.  The 
first  report  should  include  all  MY 
Fund  money  turned  in  or  to  be 
turned  in  after  May  15,  1959.  There¬ 
after  each  month  will  be  reported 
on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month 
for  that  month  only. 

If  there  are  any  questions  con¬ 
cerning  MYFund  promotion,  please 
contact  me.  I  will  be  glad  to  help 
you  in  any  way  that  I  can  by  send¬ 
ing  you  literature  or  by  coming  and 
helping  you  personally.  Please  feel 
free  to  call  on  me  any  time. 

Pat  Clyburn,  Conference 
Outreach  Chairman, 

Box  103,  Carlisle,  Ark. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 

Hi!  Now  that  this  is  our  second 
page,  I  want  to  know  how  you  like 
it.  Also,  I  would  like  to  know  about 
all  the  things  you  are  doing  in  your 
MYF.  And  so  would  the  rest  of  the 
conference!  Send  me  this  news  and 
keep  watching  for  all  the  exciting 
things  our  Conference  is  doing.  My 
address  is: 

Miss  Edwina  Whitman, 
Box  18,  Hope,  Arkansas 


”1  don't  hove  dotes  on  Soturdoy  nights  because  I  fed  I 
should  study  my  Sunday  school  lesson.  .  .  .  Besides,  no¬ 
body  ever  oeks  meT 


Charles  M.  Schults  from  Yonw  Pillars 
Copyright© ,  1958,  by  Gospel  Trumpet  Co. 
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MYFund 
What  Is  It? 

The  MYFund  is  a  fund  through 
which  the  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  help  in  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  missions,  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  Youth  Work  around  the 
world. 

How  Is  It  Used? 

The  Young  Fund  dollar  is  used 
in  the  following  ways: 

67%  cents  goes  for  missions 

47%  cents  is  used  in  mission  proj¬ 
ects  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service.  20  cents  is  used 
in  a  program  of  Christian  education 
in  mission  conferences  around  the 
world. 

32%  cents  goes  for  youth  work 
15  cents  is  checked  back  for  the 
youth  program  in  the  annual  con¬ 
ference.  5  cents  is  used  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth.  12%  cents  is  used  by  the 
Youth  Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education. 

Who  Should  Give? 

Every  member  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  make  a  personal 
pledge  to  the  MYFund. 

Where  Is  the  Money  Sent? 

The  money  for  MYFund  should 
be  sent  monthly  to:  Rev.  Lewis 
Averitt,  Box  21,  Arch  Street  Sta¬ 
tion,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

YOUTH,  GIVE  ...  to  MYFund! 
Because  of  your  Christian  Steward¬ 
ship,  as  stewards  of  God,  use  the 
world’s  goods,  including  money  and 
possessions,  in  the  service  of  man 
and  to  the  glory  of  God. 


VOCATIONS 

CONFERENCE 

November  27  and  28 — put  these 
dates  in  your  “little  black  book.” 
A  Vocations  Conference  will  be 
held  in  Pine  Bluff  Friday  and  Sat¬ 
urday  after  Thanksgiving  for  sen¬ 
iors  and  older  youth  from  all  over 
the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

If  you  are  interested  in  church- 
related  vocations,  plan  to  come  to 
this  meeting  for  inspiration,  in¬ 
formation,  and  fellowship.  Detailed 
information  concerning  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  registration  will  be  sent 
out  later. 


Hey  Partner 

How  ’ Bout  A  Fall  ’ Round-Up ? 


By  Bert  Bolter 

Is  your  MYF  tired,  run-down,  suffering  from  that  summer  slump? 
Are  you  in  need  of  that  shot  in  the  arm:  to  start  you  back  in  an  active 


fall  program??????  Ho,  ho!  Why  not 


BUY  YOUR  NEW 
CONFERENCE  MYF 
YEARBOOK! 

Your  Conference  MYF  Council  is 
publishing  a  new  Conference  Year¬ 
book.  Fill  out  the  following  order 
blank  and  get  your  own  copy! 

What  the  yearbook  includes: 

•  a  complete  calendar  with  impor¬ 
tant  events 

•  important  addresses  you  need  to 
know 

•  a  vast  store  of  helpful  hints  and 
ideas 

The  yearbook  will  be  available 
the  first  of  October.  Cost  will  be 
50c  per  copy. 


YEARBOOK  ORDER  BLANK: 

Please  send  me  -  copies  of 

the  1959-60  Conference  Year¬ 
book.  I  am  enclosing  -  to 

cover  the  charges. 

Name - - - 

Street  or  Box - 

City - - 

Send  to: 

Irene  Thornton 
1723  Broadway 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Have  You  Heard 
About  The  New 
Crafts  Building? 

One  of  the  projects  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  MYF  this  year  is  to  build 
a  crafts  building  at  Camp  Tanako. 
The  building  is  to  be  similar  to  the 
library  which  we  now  have.  I  will 
have  space  for  storing  supplies, 
working  area,  etc.  There  is  really 
a  need  for  such  a  building  so  that 
we  can  expand  our  crafts  program. 

You’ll  be  hearing  more  about  the 
building  in  the  near  future.  When 
you  are  asked  to  contribute  toward 
the  building  of  the  crafts  building, 
be  generous  and  enthusiastic  in 
raising  the  money!  And  first  thing 
next  summer  when  you  get  to 
Tanako,  be  sure  and  have  a  look 
at  the  new  building  that  YOU  are 
going  to  build! 


have  a  fall  round-up? 

You  can  use  the  theme  of  a  West¬ 
ern  Round-up  .  .  .  instead  of  round¬ 
ing  up  cattle,  you’d  be  rounding  up 
your  old  MYF  members  and  also 
new  ones. 

First  (and  most  important)  are 
your  plans  for  visitation  of  the 
members  who  have  become  inactive 
over  the  summer  and  for  the  new 
prospects  who  have  moved  to  your 
community  or  you  just  have  not 
reached  before.  Furnish  your  teams 
with  lariats  before  they  start  out 
to  visit. 

Next  plan  your  program  for  the 
evening.  This  should  be  something 
of  an  informal  nature  .  .  .  present¬ 
ing  the  preview  of  what’s  coming 
up  for  the  year.  Get  these  new 
members  and  old  members  you  get 
back  interested  in  what’s  coming 
up.  A  devotional  should  be  planned 
for  the  closing. 

For  recreation  plan  western 
games.  You  could  play  games  since 
everyone  will  be  dressed  in  their 
blue  jeans  and  western  attire.  Your 
decorations  can  be  especially  cute 
using  bales  of  hay,  etc. 

Good  luck  .  .  .  round  up  those 
MYFers! 


DISTRICT  NEWS 

On  August  21  the  Pine  Bluff  Dis¬ 
trict  had  its  summer  rally  with  the 
election  of  officers  as  its  main 
feature.  Charles  Greesome  of  Al- 
theimer  was  elected  the  new  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Pine  Bluff  District. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  Stutt¬ 
gart  at  Grand  Avenue  Methodist 
Church.  Following  the  fellowship 
supper  a  business  meeting  was  held. 
Then  the  group  met  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  where  Tom  Borman  gave  a 
report  on  his  trip  to  Mt.  Sequoyah. 
Irene  Thornton  spoke  at  the  clos¬ 
ing  worship  service  and  installed 
the  new  district  officers.  At  the 
end  of  the  meeting  the  MYF  of 
Stuttgart  gave  a  skit  on  MYFund. 


The  Little  Rock  District  had  a 
meeting  September  5th  at  Pulaski 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock.  The  main  emphasis  of  the 
meeting  was  MYFund.  Conference 
President,  gave  a  President’s  Mes¬ 
sage.  Following  the  fellowship  sup¬ 
per,  Agnes  Hoeck  led  the  group  in 
recreation.  Dr.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
spoke  at  the  closing  worship  serv¬ 
ice. 


PAT  SAYS . . . 

NOTICE — MYFund  Treasurer  or 
Outreach  Chairman:  Remember 
to  send  your  monthly  report  to 
your  District  Outreach  Chairman. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  stimulating  survey  of  the  problems,  opportunities, 
and  the  challenges  of  the  New  Africa,  in  which  thirteen 
new  states,  like  the  original  thirteen  American  states, 
have  in  recent  years  achieved  their  freedom  from  foreign 
rule. 


From  Colonialism  To  Freedom 


By  James  H.  Robinson 


ONLY  a  few  years  ago  it  would  have  been 
prophesy  to  say  that  a  new  Africa  was 
being  born.  Today,  prophesy  has  be¬ 
come  history.  A  new  Africa  is  already 
here.  Colonialism,  both  the  boon  and  the  curse 
of  Africa,  is  giving  way  to  semi  and  completely 
autonomous  governments.  In  1914  there  were 
only  two  independent  states — Liberia  and  Ethi¬ 
opia.  By  1959  there  were  nine.  In  1960  there 
will  be  thirteen  and  by  1965,  very  likely,  Kenya, 
Uganda,  Tanganyika  and  Sierra  Leone  will  have 
either  become  free,  or  will  hold  a  dominant 
share  of  their  internal  control  and  destiny.  Re¬ 
cent  events  in  Belgian  Congo  indicate  that  sig¬ 
nificant  changes  and  developments  in  the  po¬ 
litical  management  of  that  vast  land  will  also 
have  taken  place  by  this  time. 

The  rapid  development  towards  freedom  in 
any  area  always  has  an  accumulative  effect  upon 
the  other  areas  of  the  continent.  The  Central 
Federated  States,  the  Portuguese,  and  the  South 
African  areas  will  increasingly  feel  the  impact 
of  these  political  developments.  Their  uneasy 
proximity  to  the  tremendous  forces  at  work  is 
building  up  terrible  fears  and  tensions  in  the 
minds  of  Europeans,  tensions  that  Europeans  al¬ 
most  dare  not  admit,  even  to  themselves.  Time 
in  Africa  is  not  on  their  side  and  constructive 
programs  toward  equalization  have  already 
been  too  long  delayed.  Never  has  a  minority,  no 
matter  how  enlightened,  how  cultured,  how 
wealthy,  or  how  powerful,  been  permanently 
able  to  force  its  will  upon  an  overwhelming 
majority. 

History  Not  Likely  To  Reverse  Itself 

It  is  not  likely  that  history  will  reverse  itself 
to  accommodate  Europeans  in  this  area.  Their 
position  may  be  unassailable  for  a  short  while, 
but  only  for  a  short  while.  Nothing  they  can 
do— no  matter  how  stringent  or  harsh  the  meth¬ 
ods  used  to  curb  the  rampant  nationalism — can 
be  more  than  temporary.  The  tides  of  time  and 
world  opinion — even  the  opinion  of  their  friends, 
are  against  them. 

Perhaps,  the  single  most  significant  and  im¬ 
portant  change  in  the  new  Africa  is  the  new 
attitudes  of  self-respect  and  self-acceptance 
which  Africans  have  for  themselves.  Second- 
class  citizenship  has  become  intolerable  to 
them.  They  no  longer  cringe  before  what  was 
once  assumed  to  be  white  dominance  and  su¬ 
periority.  This  new  attitude  has  led  them  to  a 
new  discovery  of  Africa  in  which  they  have  dis¬ 
covered  a  new  interrelationship  and  responsi¬ 
bility  beyond  the  old  tribal  boundaries  and  the 
political  geographic  lines  drawn  by  the  Euro¬ 
pean  powers.  The  recent  All  African  Church 
Conference,  the  Conference  of  Independent 
States,  the  cross  boundary  consultations  of  Af¬ 
rican  officials,  and  the  new  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Ghana  and  Guinea  are  but  the  beginning. 

At  the  same  time,  the  whole  world  seems  to 
be  rediscovering  Africa,  even  as  Africans  dis¬ 
cover  their  continent  anew  and  discover  each 
other.  This  year,  more  than  ever  before,  stu¬ 
dent  groups,  religious  groups,  politicians,  eco¬ 
nomic,  social  and  educational  organizations,  in 
increasing  numbers  are  touring  Africa.  Almost 
every  day  Africa  pushes  itself  into  the  news¬ 
papers  and  on  the  agenda  of  the  United  Nations 
and  the  so-called  Communist  bloc  countries  as 
well  as  a  recrudescent  Islam  have  also  discov¬ 
ered  Africa. 

Utilization  of  Resources 

Moreover,  the  utilization  of  Africa’s  tremen¬ 
dous  potential  in  resources  which  the  modern 
technological  world  so  greatly  needs,  has  cata¬ 
pulted  that  continent  into  the  center  of  the  * 
World’s  problems.  Africans  know  full  well, 
how  great  is  the  need  of  European,  Eastern  and 


Western  nations  for  Africa’s  vast  mineral  re¬ 
sources.  Since  they  possess  this  knowledge 
they  are  determined  to  utilize  some  of  these  re¬ 
sources  for  their  own  development  and  for  a 
higher  level  of  life  for  themselves.  In  addition 
they  will  increasingly  demand  a  greater  share 
of  the  profits  and  benefits  derived  from  the  new 
industrial  revolution  through  which  that  con¬ 
tinent  is  passing.  It  is  very  significant  that 
three  independent  countries  in  Africa  recently 
sent  economic  and  trade  missions  to  Israel, 
Japan,  India,  Pakestan  and  Indonesia  —  some¬ 
thing  most  of  us  in  the  United  States  thought 
twenty  years  ago  would  probably  not  come  for 
another  century. 

Africa  Fraught  By  Problems 
The  new  and  the  old  in  Africa  will,  of  course, 
exist  in  juxtaposition  for  quite  sometime  to 
come.  Old  cultures,  mores,  religions  and  pat¬ 
terns  of  life  die  hard.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
older  mores  have  never  been  submitted  in  his¬ 
tory  before  to  such  a  concentrated  impact  of 
new  ideas  from  so  many  sources  at  one  time. 
Where  the  old  order  gives  way  rapidly,  a  vacu¬ 
um  ensues  before  new,  constructive  adjustments 


EDITORIAL  NOTE  —  The  author  of  this 
article  is  the  distinguished  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Master  in  New 
York  City.  His  article  is  based  on  a  recent 
four  months  tour  of  the  entire  continent  of 
Africa. — ED. 


acceptable  to  the  people  can  take  their  place. 
Quite  naturally,  many  new  forces  flood  into 
this  vacuum.  When  the  old  tribal  religions  are 
outmoded  and  uprooted,  Islam  moves  with  a 
new  enthusiasm  and  rapidity  to  replace  it.  Or 
the  spiritual  vacuum  is  filled  by  a  new  materi¬ 
alism  and  secularism  which  is  taking  deep  root. 
The  drive  for  progress,  power,  prestige,  wealth, 
increases  the  tendencies  toward  nationalism  in 
Africa  just  as  it  has  always  done  in  the  rest  of 
the  world.  The  vacuum  left  by  the  uprooting 
of  the  old  family  tribal,  political  structure  can 
also  quite  easily  be  filled  by  the  new  insidious 
force  from  Eastern  Europe  that  is  known  as 
Communism.  Whatever  anyone  may  have 
thought  of  the  old  family  patterns  and  tribal 
customs,  they  were,  nevertheless,  a  stabilizing 
influence.  When  these  are  broken  and  destroyed 
under  the  impact  of  nationalism,  industrializa¬ 
tion,  and  urbanization,  many  new  and  worse 
evils  arise  in  their  place.  Consequently,  the 
new  Africa  is  fraught  with  many  complexed 
and  complexing  sociological,  economic,  family, 
political,  education  and  religious  problems 
which  will  demand  radical  readjustments. 

Africa,  as  Vice-President  Richard  Nixon  has 
said,  is  the  most  rapidly  changing  area  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  It  not  only  has  to  fate  new 
religious,  social,  economic  and  political  chal¬ 
lenges;  it  has  to  face  them  all  at  the  same  time. 
This  foreshortening  of  history  in  Africa  is 
caused  first,  by  the  desire  of  Africans  to  speed 
up  their  progress  and  to  achieve  full  mastery 
of  their  destiny  and  secondly,  by  the  tremen¬ 
dous  needs  of  the  new  outside  forces  which 
have  discovered  Africa’s  incalculable  mineral 
wealth,  and  by  the  desire  of  the  East  and  the 
West  to  win  the  human  resources  of  Africa  to 
their  cause.  Since  Christianity  is  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  the  past  and  in  the  future  of  Africa, 
the  present  situation  demands  the  most  rigorous 
re-examination  of  methods,  strategies  and  tech¬ 
niques. 

Christianity.  Past  and  Present  Effects 

In  the  past  the  Christian  forces  have  made 


the  most  positive,  constructive  and  profound  im¬ 
pact  upon  Africa.  They  have  also  made  some 
significant  advances  and  readjustments  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  but  these  are  far  too  small  and  per¬ 
haps  a  little  too  late.  Furthermore,  the  inability 
of  the  Christian  forces  to  achieve  the  brother¬ 
hood  which  they  proclaim  is  a  detriment  of 
greater  hindrance  to  their  future  than  perhaps 
most  Christians  believe.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  not  only  the  non-Christian  leaders,  but 
even  the  most  enlightened  Christian  leaders  of 
Africa  have  many  reservations  regarding  the 
Christian  forces.  This  is  especially  so  when  they 
hear  constant  expressions  about  equality  of  op¬ 
portunity  in  a  responsible  brotherhood  for  all 
men,  and  at  the  same  time  see  that  people  of 
their  color  fail  to  receive  equal  treatment  and 
to  secure  equal  rights. 

The  new  consciousness  of  color  raises  many 
questions  about  religious  denominations  which 
send  missionaries  to  Africa  who  are  all  white 
and  especially  when  they  come  from  those  lands 
where  there  are  many  people  of  African  origin. 
It  is  a  fair  question,  and  Africans  are  asking  it, 
whether  any  denomination  in  Africa  today 
ought  to  have  missionary  personnel  which  does 
not  reflect  a  cross-section  of  the  racial  pattern 
of  the  United  States.  Furthermore,  it  would  be 
foolish  not  to  anticipate  serious  questions  in  the 
near  future  about  denominations  with  missions 
in  Africa  who  will  not  accept  people  of  African 
descent  in  their  home  churches. 

Is  Africa  Ready  for  Freedom? 

Where  missions  are  perhaps  least  aware  of 
the  new  demands  made  upon  them  by  modern 
Africa,  is  in  the  new  political  orientation  where 
Africans  are  in  charge  of  the  government.  Per¬ 
haps  the  most  consistently  asked  questions  in 
the  United  States  is:  “Are  the  Africans  ready 
for  their  new  freedom  and  are  they  able  to  or¬ 
ganize  and  direct  their  own  destinies?”  Such 
questions  must  be  put  within  the  framework  of 
the  fact  that  other  forces  are  contending  for 
dominant  influence  in  Africa,  who  say  to  them 
join  us  and  you  can  have  this  independence  and 
self-determination  tomorrow.  And  it  would  be 
valid  to  ask  whether  any  people  who  won  their 
freedom  were  ready  completely  for  it  at  the 
time  they  achieved  it.  In  respect  to  the  forma¬ 
tive  period  of  our  own  history,  some  of  the 
same  problems  then  were  quite  similar  to  the 
problems  facing  the  new  nations  in  Africa.  It 
would  be  fairer  to  judge  new  African  nations  by 
comparing  their  present  development  with  the 
early  years  of  our  own  history  rather  than  mak¬ 
ing  a  comparison  with  our  present  development, 
which  the  question  of  their  readiness  implies. 
When  all  is  said  and  done,  the  fact  still  remains 
that  the  time  is  never  right  and  people  are  sel¬ 
dom,  if  ever,  ready  for  a  new  modern  advance. 
Nevertheless,  historical  forces  and  situations, 
and  descent,  discerning  people  of  faith  and  cour¬ 
age,  who  discipline  themselves  to  fulfill  their 
destiny,  help  to  make  the  time  right. 

Task  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Africa 

The  task  before  the  Christian  church  in  the 
new  Africa  is  gigantic  but  not  impossible.  Life 
is  never  without  hope  and  Christians  are  never 
without  the  help  of  God.  However,  these  chal¬ 
lenges  are  just  in  their  formative  stages.  The 
greater  challenges  and  larger  responsibilities 
are  yet  to  come  as  Africa  moves  from  its  early 
stages  of  development  into  full  and  complete 
freedom  that  will  ultimately  cover  the  whole 
continent.  The  full  impact  of  industrialization 
and  new  urbanizations  is  still  some  time  off  in 
the  future.  Nationalism,  the  most  powerful 
force  reshaping  the  new  Africa,  is  also  only  in 
its  beginning  stages.  Absolutely  no  power  on 
earth  can  stop  its  development,  nor  deny  the 
fulfillment  of  its  aims  towards  the  destiny  and 
freedom  of  all  the  peoples  of  Africa.  Under¬ 
standing  leadership,  assistance  and  guidance  for 
nationalism  can  be  a  boon  to  Africa  and  help 
bring  the  African  nations  peacefully  and  con¬ 
structively  into  the  families  of  the  world.  But, 
unyielding  opposition  to  it  can  only  bring  dis¬ 
aster  for  those  Europeans  who  oppose  freedom, 
partnership  and  self-determination  in  Africa. 
And  resistance  will  greatly  aid  the  objectives 
of  the  communist-bloc  countries. 

Mohammedanism's  Influence 

The  powerful  impact  and  influence  which 
Mohammedanism  is  making  on  the  whole  of 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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Doctor  Asks 
Support  of 
Medical  Missions 

Why  can’t  American  Christians 
become  as  enthusiastic  about  the 
medical  mission  work  their  church¬ 
es  have  been  doing  overseas  for 
100  years  as  they  have  become 
about  various  secular  programs  of 
medical  relief  popularized  recently? 

That  question  was  posed  by  Dr. 
Harold  N.  Brewster  of  New  York 
and  Montclair,  N.  J.,  to  250  persons 
August  27  at  the  Appalachian  Meth¬ 
odist  Missionary  Conference  at 
Buckhannon,  W.  Va.  Dr.  Brewster, 
the  medical  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions,  is  a  for¬ 
mer  medical  missionary  to  China 
and  Saraway  (Borneo)  and  author 
of  the  1959-60  Methodist  mission 
study  book,  The  Church  and  Med¬ 
ical  Missions. 

Medical  relief  projects  such  as 
the  hospital  ship  “Hope”  and  the 
proposed  modern  “Great  White 
Fleet”  (sponsored  by  Life  maga¬ 
zine)  are  worthwhile  and  seem  to 
have  captured  the  imagination  of 
millions  of  Americans,  Dr.  Brew¬ 
ster  said. 

“But  it  seems  to  me,”  he  said, 
“that  much  of  the  sense  of  urgency 
about  these  secular  projects  is 
based  on  fear,  fear  of  communism. 
The  motivation  of  fear,  even  fear 
of  communism,  Is  an  incomplete 
and  inadequate  one  for  service  to 
others,  and  those  to  whom  help  is 
sent  on  such  a  basis  will  see  through 
the  surface  aid  to  the  underlying 
motivation.” 

Medical  missions,  which  are  a 
vital  part  of  the  world  mission  of 
the  Christian  church,  have  never 
had  fear  as  any  particle  of  their 
motivation,  Dr.  Brewster  said.  The 
motivation  for  the  medical  mission¬ 
ary,  as  for  all  missionaries,  is  a  love 
of  people  and  a  compulsion  to  share 
the  knowledge  of  the  Christian 
faith  with  all  men,  he  added. 

The  contrast  between  the  support 
given  to  just  one  of  the  secular 
medical  projects,  the  “Hope”  ship, 
and  the  support  given  to  medical 
missions  by  church  members  is  re¬ 
vealing,  Dr.  Brewster  said.  The 
ship  project,  which  probably  will 
benefit  three  or  four  port  cities, 
will  cost  about  $3,000,000,  he  said. 
In  a  survey  of  medical  missions 
just  released,  330  mission  hospitals 
overseas  reported  a  total  annual  in¬ 
come  of  only  $1,600,000  from  all 
Christian  sources  in  America,  he 
added. 

“Somehow  our  churches  have 
failed  to  challenge  their  members 
to  support  medical  missions. 
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Outpost  of  Freedom  in  Liberia 


By  Thobum  T.  Brumbaugh 


Liberia  is  at  once  to  the  observing  American  visitor  a  pleasant  surprise 
and  a  disappointment.  It  is  surprising  in  that  more  than  a  century  ago 
American  ideals  transplanted  upon  African  soil  the  beginnings  of  a  Negro 
republic  which  has  been  pioneer  and  prototype  of  democratic  developments 
on  this  continent  in  all  the  years  thereafter.  It  is  a  disappointment  in  that 
the  United  States,  though  aware  of  what  Liberia  should  mean  in  the 
awakening  and  advancement  of  Africa,  has  given  so  little  educational 
cultural  and  financial  aid  to  this  struggling  offspring  of  our  noblest  social 
and  political  instincts. 


There  has  been  many  dark  years 
in  Liberia’s  battle  for  survival. 
Those  slaves  from  Mississippi  and 
other  states  who  were  given  a 
chance  for  a  new  life  of  freedom  in 
Africa  were  poorly  equipped  to 
bear  the  torch  of  democracy  among 
the  native  tribes  among  which  they 
were  disembarked.  They  soon  set 
up  an  aristocracy  with  themselves 
at  the  top,  not  too  different  from 
the  one  they  had  left  in  America 
where  they  were  at  the  bottom. 
This  is  certainly  to  be  understood 
if  not  forgiven  in  view  of  the  un¬ 
willingness  of  their  erstwhile  white 
slave-masters  to  change  this  un¬ 
democratic  structure  even  in  “Chris¬ 
tian”  America  during  a  century 
thereafter. 

Yet  the  dignity  of  man  under  the 
fatherhood  of  God  was  duly  pro¬ 
claimed  by  Liberia’s  founders  and 
a  democratic  “ship  of  state”  launch¬ 
ed  with  both  hulk  and  superstruc¬ 
ture  patterned  after  America’s  Con¬ 
stitution  and  Bill  of  Rights. 

Christians  of  the  United  States 
took  an  early  interest  in  Liberia 
but  failed  to  see  through  to  frui¬ 
tion  many  of  their  missionary  com¬ 
mitments.  Melville  Cox  was  Meth¬ 
odism’s  first  overseas  missionary, 
but  his  early  death  put  a  damper 
on  such  enthusiasm.  The  Episco¬ 
palians  and  Baptists  are  now  more 
active  than  at  any  earlier  time. 

The  first  Christian  congregation 
was  Methodist  and  the  first  Chris¬ 
tian  school  in  Liberia  likewise. 
There  are  20,000  Methodists  in  the 
country  and  a  fulltime  preaching 
force  of  about  two  hundred.  Under 
the  capable  leadership  of  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor  and  with  Liberian 
President  William  Tubman  as 
chairman  of  its  stewardship  drive, 
the  Methodists  of  Liberia  raised 
$118,000  for  Advance  programs  last 
year. 

But  there  is  so  much  needing  to 
be  done  that  no  large  degree  of  sat¬ 
isfaction  should  be  tolerated,  espe¬ 
cially  among  those  in  the  United 
States  who  should  be  more  than 


Dr.  Brumbaugh  is  the  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  Japan,  Korea 
and  the  Ryukyus  of  the  Division 
of  World  Missions,  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  Under  a  new 
policy  of  acquainting  mission 
board  executives  with  fields 
other  than  their  own.  Dr.  Brum¬ 
baugh  is  visiting  Africa  en  route 
to  the  Far  East  for  his  regular 
biennial  secretarial  visit. 


matching  these  gifts.  The  old  Col¬ 
lege  of  West  Africa  in  Monrovia 
has  educated  more  of  Liberia’s  lead¬ 
ers  than  any  other  school.  Yet  to¬ 
day  it  is  poorly  equipped  even  as 
a  high  school,  not  to  mention  col¬ 
lege  work  which  it  long  ago  aban¬ 
doned. 

Liberia  is  scarcely  more  than 
10%  literate,  and  there  is  not  yet  a 
majority  of  her  school  age  children 
receiving  education.  There  are  only 
thirty  high  schools  in  the  land,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  these  are  so- 
called  “mission”  schools. 

Unfortunately,  the  Christian 
movement  in  Liberia  is  not  yet  suf¬ 
ficiently  literate  to  provide  for  an 
educated  ministry.  Only  seventy 
Methodist  ministers  (out  of  the 
previously  mentioned  200)  are  or¬ 
dained  members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  and  few  of  these  have  the 
equivalent  of  college  training. 
There  is  growing  interest  both  in 
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better  trained  ministers  and  in  ed¬ 
ucated  lay  leadership.  Now  that 
the  Methodists  have  joined  forces 
with  the  Episcopalians  at  Cutting- 
ton  College,  there  is  hope  of  steady 
improvement  in  these  respects  if 
funds  and  personnel  can  be  pro¬ 
vided  at  a  level  which  will  assure 
such  progress. 

With  a  dozen  new  nations  in  Af¬ 
rica  expressing  themselves  vigor¬ 
ously  in  their  dearly  bought  inde¬ 
pendence,  Liberia  takes  on  greater 
significance.  At  a  recent  confer¬ 
ence  of  government  leaders  of 
eight  such  new  nations,  the  pres¬ 
tige  of  Liberia  as  the  oldest  repub¬ 
lic  on  the  continent  was  unmistak¬ 
able.  Though  noisy  and  impatient 
voices  were  frequently  heard,  the 
counsel  of  Christians  and  especially 
of  Protestants  was  more  wise  and 
articulate.  The  Liberian  Congress 
is  made  up  largely  of  Protestant 
Christians,  and  President  Tubman’s 
cabinet  is  almost  entirely  Christian. 

The  Firestone  Rubber  Company 
has  for  years  been  plowing  back 
into  Liberia’s  economy  a  prescribed 
proportion  of  its  earnings,  as  are, 
more  recently,  various  iron  mining 
and  other  industrial  interests.  Yet 
Liberica  must  be  given  further  ma¬ 
terial  and  moral  strength  if  she  is 
to  keep  pace  with  such  nations  as 
Ghana,  Nigeria  and  Egypt  in  their 
new-found  aggressiveness  and  prog¬ 
ress.  Above  all,  American  Chris¬ 
tians  must  be  aware  of  their  con¬ 
tinuing  responsibility  for  a  nation 
which  was  established  so  long  ago 
in  an  effort  to  give  Negroes  from 
the  United  States  a  better  future 
than  they  were  assured  in  the  land 
to  which  they  had  been  taken. 
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Obituary 

LEWIS — Charley  Fletcher  Lewis, 
departed  this  life  at  his  home  near 
Lacey,  in  Drew  County,  Arkansas 
on  the  9th  day  of  August  1959.  He 
was  born  October  22nd,  1871  in 
Mississippi,  thus  he  would  have 
been  88  years  of  age  on  October 
22nd.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Georgie  and  two  sons,  William 
Lewis,  C.W.O.  in  the  U.  S.  Navy 
and  stationed  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
Fletcher  Lewis,  of  Lacey,  Arkansas 
and  one  daughter,  Omalee  Harre, 
of  Houston,  Texas,  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Luella  Dawkins,  of  Lacey,  and  one 
brother,  Rev.  W.  C.  Lewis,  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Arkansas.  He  was  a  Christian, 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  which  he  was  a  leader. 
His  funeral  was  held  at  4  p.m.  Au¬ 
gust  12,  in  the  Methodist  church  at 
Lacey,  and  was  conducted  by  his 
pastor  Rev.  O.  E.  Holmes,  and  a 
former  pastor  Rev.  W.  E.  West,  and 
his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Lacey  Cemetery. 

Brother  Charley  was  a  man  with¬ 
out  weakness,  a  Christian  without 
hypocracy,  and  friend  upon  whom 
you  could  depend.  He  was  active 
until  a  few  hours  before  he  passed. 
A  good  man,  as  every  one  who 
knew  him  will  conceed,  has  gone 
to  rest. 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Church  leaders  need  to  be  in¬ 
formed  about  the  nature  of  the 
world  in  which  we  are  living,  says 
Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.  The  leader,  he  notes, 
“leads  you  from  here  to  there  — 
here  being  where  we  are,  and  there 
being  something  more  acceptable — 
from  the  lower  dimensions  to  the 
mind  of  Christ  .  .  .  but  those  who 
lead  must  understand  the  changing 
world  in  which  we  live.”  ‘True 
leadership,”  the  Bishop  says,  “will 
recognize  that  the  political,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  sociological  worlds  have 
all  changed,  and  these  changes  are 
inevitably  reflected  in  the  work  of 
the  church.  Thus,  as  means  of 
travel  and  communication  change, 
and  as  the  country  becomes  more 
like  the  city  in  many  ways,  patterns 
of  town  and  country  church  work 
also  change.  True  leadership  will 
answer  the  question  who  is  man? 
what  is  his  vocation?  and  what  is 
his  destiny?  The  good  leader  will 
show  by  his  life  that  he  believes 
that  what  we  do  today  makes  a 
difference  to  all  eternity.  Good 
leadership  will  be  enthusiastic  and 
infectious.  Good  leadership  does 
not  overwhelm  or  paralyze  men  by 
the  enormity  of  its  plans,  but  puts 
something  before  men  that  is  pos¬ 
sible. 
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Methodists  on  the  windswept  al- 
tiplano  in  Bolivia,  13,500  feet  above 
sea  level,  recently  dedicated  a  $28,- 
000  new  school  for  girls  and  two 
new  churches.  Bishop  Sante  Uberto 
Barbieri,  whose  area  includes  Bo¬ 
livia,  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  dedi¬ 
cated  a  new  elementary  and  voca¬ 
tional  school  for  girls  at  Ancorai- 
mes,  a  trading  center.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Bishop  Barbieri  dedi¬ 
cated  two  new  village  churches,  one 
at  Juppi  and  the  other  at  Iquipuni. 
The  school  and  the  churches  will 
serve  primarily  the  Aymara  Indians 
of  the  Altiplano.  According  to  Mrs. 
Bill  Marshall,  of  Brady,  Texas, 
Methodist  missionary,  the  two  new 
churches  and  the  already-establish¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  at  Ancoraimes 
received  120  persons  into  member¬ 
ship.  The  school  for  girls  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1953  by  a  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Argentina. 


United  Presbyterian  missionaries 
in  Thailand  (Siam)  tell  this  story 
of  a  problem  faced  by  “new”  Chris¬ 
tians:  “To  some  of  Thailand’s  Karen 
tribesmen,  opium  is  the  major  prob¬ 
lem  in  their  turn  from  demon  wor¬ 
ship  to  Christianity.  In  the  hill  vil¬ 
lage  of  Yao,  in  northern  Thailand, 
a  congregation  of  new  converts  has 
made  a  rule  forbidding  baptism  to 
anyone  who  continues  to  grow  or 
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sell  opium.  Half  the  villagers  are 
addicts  and  of  29  people  baptized 
last  year  at  least  five  had  to  over¬ 
come  the  opium  habit.  Eighteen 
Christian  families  who  make  up 
one  Karen  village  find  themselves 
suddenly  poor  since  giving  up  their 
opium  trade.  They  are  able  to  raise 
enough  rice  for  their  needs,  but 
their  only  cash  crops  are  peppers 
and  inferior-quality  oranges.  In 
spite  of  a  low  literacy  rate,  the  con¬ 
gregation  sings  hymns  in  parts  at 
its  services,  which  number  four  on 
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Sunday  mornings.  The  people  have 
just  built  a  new  church  on  a  hill 
overlooking  their  entire  valley.” 
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FROM  COLONIALISM 
TO  FREEDOM 

(Continued  from  page  13) 
Africa  also  is  yet  to  come.  Islam  is 
enhanced  by  nationalistic  expecta¬ 
tions  and  motivations  in  Africa  be¬ 
cause  it  can  be,  and  very  often  is, 
identified  with  the  hopes  and  as¬ 
pirations  of  the  masses  of  African 
people.  It  is  foolish  naivete  for 
Christians  to  think  that  this  new 
force  will  either  be  easily  contained 
or  neatly  handled.  For  a  long  time 
to  come  Islam  can  be  expected  to 
win  many  converts. 

In  addition  to  the  support  Islam 
gets  because  of  its  identification 
with  the  desire  for  freedom,  since 
freedom  is  the  greatest  hunger  in 
Africa,  it  has  the  other  advantages 
of  being  led  by  a  dark  people  who 
are  indigenous,  and  it  does  not  de¬ 
mand  a  tremendous  break  with  the 
polygamous  family  pattern.  It  asks 
very  little  in  the  way  of  change 
from  social,  family,  cultural  and, 
in  some  cases,  religious  practices. 

Communism  a  Force  to 
Reckon  With 

Most  experts  agree  that  commun¬ 
ism  has  not  yet  made  deep  inroads 
in  the  African  continent.  There  is, 
however,  too  great  a  tendency  to 
write  off  both  the  actual  and  po¬ 
tential  influence  of  communism. 
The  leaders  of  communism  do  not 
purchase  the  services  of  Madison 
Avenue  Public  Relations  Experts 
to  inform  the  world  of  the  full  in¬ 
tent  of  their  plans  and  strategies. 
Dr.  Charles  Malik,  president  of  the 
U.  N.  General  Assembly,  only  re¬ 
cently  pointed  out  that  not  only 
has  communism  not  been  budged 
on  inch  from  an  area  it  took  con¬ 
trol  of,  but  that  communist  parties 
and  sympathizers  are  at  work  more 
fervently  than  ever  throughout  the 
world. 

The  new  African  leaders  can  be 
trusted  to  weigh  the  evidence  pre¬ 
sented  to  them  by  all  forces  bat¬ 
tling  for  influence  in  their  land. 
Having  experienced  long  years  of 
domination,  they  will  not  easily 
throw  off  one  yoke  and  accept  an¬ 
other.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  illusory  to  ignore  the  possibili¬ 
ties  on  communism’s  desire  for  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  continent  which  is 
the  last  remaining  reservoir  of 
mineral  resources,  and  is,  at  the 
same  time,  the  newest  area  where 
a  great  mass  of  people  will  add 
even  more  important  human  re¬ 
sources  for  the  world. 

Western  nations  have  not  yet  be¬ 
gun  to  confront  the  full  economic 
impact  of  the  Russians  in  the  Af¬ 
rican  continent.  The  greatest  thrust 
of  this  offensive  is  yet  to  come.  We 
also  have  yet  to  face  the  full  im¬ 
pact  of  that  tide  of  able,  bright, 
young  Africans  returning  from  uni¬ 
versities  in  communist  lands.  Many 
will  assume  important  positions  in 
politics,  education  and  government, 
and  if  the  pattern  used  in  other 
countries  where  the  Russians  have 
a  counsular  offices  and  embassies 
is  any  indication,  who  can  tell  what 
the  power  of  this  penetration  will 
yield  when  there  are  Russian  con¬ 
sular  offices  throughout  Africa. 

Christian  Forces  Must  Reorient 
Planning  and  Action 

To  meet  these  new  challenges  of 
Africa,  the  Christian  forces  will 
have  to  have  a  more  significant  re¬ 
orientation  of  their  planning  and 
action  than  heretofore.  Some  sig¬ 
nificant  advances  have  been  made 
by  many  denominations  in  the  last 
five  years.  Indeed  the  difference 
between  Christian  concepts  about 
Africa  at  the  present  time  and 


those  of  ten  years  ago  is  greater 
than  the  change  in  thinking,  atti¬ 
tude  and  strategy  which  took  place 
in  the  previous  hundred  years.  We 
cannot  take  great  comfort  in  this 
advance.  Former  Prime  Minister 
Garfield  Todd  of  Southern  Rhodes¬ 
ia  once  said  “Time  is  not  on  the 
side  of  the  West.”  We  must  move 
forward  with  a  much  larger  and  a 
more  significant  program,  better 
cooperative  and  coordinated  efforts, 
deeper  insights  and,  above  all,  with 
more  speed.  The  foreshortening  of 
history  does  not  permit  leisurely 
procedures. 

The  most  important  contribution 
that  the  Christian  Churches  made 
to  Africa  in  the  past  was  providing 
schools  out  of  which  have  come 
most  of  Africa’s  new  leadership. 
This  is  still  the  single,  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  provided  that  it  inspires 
those  leaders  with  a  deep  and  abid¬ 
ing  faith  in  the  ultimate  aims  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  Our  efforts 
therefore  to  provide  education  for 
the  training  of  leaders  both  in  Af¬ 
rica,  in  Europe,  and  the  United 
States,  is  the  greatest  challenge  be- 
fors  us.  It  must  be  done  with  skill 
and  intelligence,  not  with  senti¬ 
mentality  which  too  often  has  char¬ 
acterized  the  support  given  to  the 
education  of  individual  Africans. 
Must  Hasten  Change  from  Mission 
to  Partnership 

Africans  do  not  need  more  mis¬ 
sionary  preachers  from  America. 
We  must  hasten  the  prospect,  al¬ 
ready  begun  in  a  few  areas,  of 
changing  over  from  a  mission  en¬ 
terprise  to  a  partnership  with  fra¬ 
ternal  workers  in  which  African 
church  leaders  have  equal  voice,  if 
not  top  leadership,  and  the  sooner 
we  work  with  them  under  their  di¬ 
rection  the  better.  Africa  does  not 
need  preachers  from  us  because 
Africans  can  do  it  just  as  well. 
Many  African  Christian  preachers 
would  rank  with  the  best  of  our 
preachers  in  America.  What  they 
have  urgent  need  of  are  trained  lay 
Christians  who  would  come  to 
them,  work  with,  and  under  their 
direction  in  the  many  related 
fields  of  life  where  they  can  help 
to  prepare  the  great  number  of  Af¬ 
rican  leaders  who  are  needed  now 
and  will  be  needed  more  so  in  the 
next  two  decades. 

Need  for  Close  Relationship 
with  Political  Leaders 

Another  great  challenge  which 
confronts  the  Christian  church  in 
the  new  Africa  is  the  necessity  of 
Christian  leaders  to  evolve  a  new 
relationship  to  African  political 
leaders  and  government  officials. 
There  was  a  time  when  all  we  had 
to  do  was  to  relate  through  Euro¬ 
pean  leaders.  That  day  is  done.  It 
will  never  come  again.  Unhappily, 
Protestants  have  been  far  too 
squeamish  about  establishing  close 
contacts  and  relationships  with  po¬ 
litical  and  national  government 
leaders  at  home  as  well  as  abroad. 
There  may  have  been  some  good 
reasons,  but  those  reasons  were 
never  good  enough.  Many  African 
leaders  are  brought  to  this  country 
by  government  agencies,  business 
firms  and  educational  institutions, 
who  received  their  training  and 
their  Inspiration  in  Christian 
schools.  Seldom  do  the  Mission 
Boards  and  religious  leaders  ever 
recognize  them  or  even  know  that 
they  are  in  the  country. 

Altitude  Toward  Race  Relations — 
A  Great  Challenge 
The  third  great  challenge  of  the 
new  Africa  to  the  Christian  con¬ 
science  is  seen  in  our  attitude  to- 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

There’s  a  Social-Industrial 
Adjustment  Job  Ahead! 

A  friendly  critic — and  I  appreci¬ 
ate  him — takes  me  to  task  for  some 
recent  statements  in  this  column, 
especially  one  in  which  there 
seemed  to  be  “an  air  of  nostalgia 
for  the  days  when  the  economy  of 
the  United  States  was  largely  agrar¬ 
ian.”  He  asks,  “Is  it  a  bad  thing  in 
itself  to  have  only  a  small  portion 
of  the  population  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture?” 

There  is,  to  me,  no  yes  or  no  an¬ 
swer  to  this  question.  From  my 
point  of  view  (and  from  another 
vantage  point,  in  another  age,  it 
might  differ),  it  all  depends  upon 
what  those  “released”  from  agricul¬ 
ture  find  to  do  that  counts.  My  con¬ 
cern  is  with  people.  So  far  as  I  can 
read  history,  no  people  have  lived  a 
better  life  than  those  engaged  in 
agriculture  through  the  centuries. 
And  I  think  there  is  a  real  question 
as  to  the  continued  spiritual  well¬ 
being  of  genertions  that  have  no 
touch  with  Mother  Earth. 

I  had  raised  some  questions  con- 


ward  race  relations  in  America  and 
in  Africa.  The  impact  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  cannot  help  but  be 
blunted  by  what  Africans  see  of 
race  relations  in  the  United  States, 
in  South  Africa,  and  in  the  attitude 
of  many  European  Christians  who 
live  in  their  land  and  violate  their 
personalities  by  forcing  them  to 
take  second  place  and  thus  deny 
the  very  brotherhood  they  so  ve¬ 
hemently  proclaim.  We  have  not 
yet  been  willing  to  admit  that  the 
dearth  of  creative  relationships,  un¬ 
derstanding,  and  attitudes  towards 
Africa  springs  from  our  attitudes 
toward  American  Negro  citizens  and 
Christians  in  our  own  land.  That 
makes  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  have  high  regard  or  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  people  of  Af¬ 
rica.  This  painful  admission  we 
shall,  have  to  accept  in  humility 
and  then  do  something  about  it. 
Need  for  Overall  African  Policy 
by  U.  S. 

Finally  the  Christian  forces  of 
the  United  States  must  arouse 
themselves  to  greater  effort  to  in¬ 
fluence  their  government  to  the  ur¬ 
gency  and  need  for  an  overall  Af¬ 
rican  policy,  and  to  arouse  govern¬ 
ment,  churches,  institutions,  and 
people  to  a  gigantic  cultural,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  educational  program  in 
partnership  with  African  leaders 
for  the  progress  and  future  of 
emerging  Africans.  Whatever  pro¬ 
gram  we  undertake  must  be  under¬ 
taken  not  out  of  condescension,  or 
out  of  a  utilitarian  concept  because 
we  must  oppose  Communism,  but 
because  it  is  right  and  it  is  neces¬ 
sary.  It  is  good,  because  God  re¬ 
quires  us  to  assume  greater  moral 
responsibility  for  our  whole  world 
as  well  as  for  ourselves.  Above  all 
it  must  be  done  in  a  partnership  of 
equal  responsibility  and  opportun¬ 
ity. 

A  Growing  Awareness  of  Africa's 
Importance 

There  is,  fortunately,  a  growing 
awareness  of  the  importance  of  Af¬ 
rica  to  the  world  and  to  ourselves. 
However,  the  secular  publications 
within  the  last  year  have  put  the 


cerning  the  value  of  automation — 
not  as  to  the  things  produced,  but 
as  to  what  it  may  mean  to  people, 
and  my  correspondent  notes: 

“Automation  is  the  apex  of  tech¬ 
nology  as  far  as  we  are  concerned 
in  this  country.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  presents  a  challenge  to  both 
employer  and  worker,  as  well  as  to 
the  public  in  general.  But  it  is  not 
necessarily  a  bad  thing.  It  makes 
possible  and  practical  a  gross  na¬ 
tional  product  far  beyond  that  which 
we  now  have.  A  man’s  standard  of 
living  is  not  determined  by  the 
hours  he  works,  nor  even  the 
amount  of  dollars  he  possesses,  but 
rather  how  he  shares  in  the  goods 
that  an  economy  produces. 

“Because  of  automation,  the  pro¬ 
ductivity  per  man  hour  has  risen 
sharply  in  those  places  directly  af¬ 
fected.  The  philosophy,  and  general 
experience,  of  both  capital  and  labor 
in  this  country  has  been  that  with 
increased  productivity  there  is  also 
an  increase  in  earnings  for  both  em¬ 
ployee  and  employer,  and,  relative¬ 
ly  speaking,  a  decrease  in  unit  cost 
to  the  consumer.” 

With  the  economics  of  this  state¬ 
ment  of  the  value  of  automation  in 
producing  cheaper  goods,  shorter 
hours,  more  dollar  pay,  I  am  in  full 
accord.  There  may  be  some  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  or  not  there  will 
be  “full  employment”  for  everyone 
in  a  fully-automatic  industrial  so¬ 
ciety;  and  even  more  if  more  goods 
will  per  se  mean  more  equitable 
sharing. 

But  it  was  really  the  question 
raised  by  my  friend  himself  in  the 
last  paragraph  quoted  above  that 
caused  me  to  write  my  original  arti¬ 
cle.  And  these  are  the  questions,  af¬ 
fecting  people,  and  still  far  from 
answered,  that  require  the  unceas¬ 
ing  concern  and  action  of  Christian 
people  and  Christian  churches  eve¬ 
rywhere.  As  far  as  one  can  see  into 
the  next  century,  churchmen  and 
legislators  will  have  to  give  guid¬ 
ance  and  law  to  keep  the  machine 
the  servant  of  man. 


Christian  publications  and  denomi¬ 
national  information  sources  to 
shame  in  the  constructive,  creative 
and  magnificient  way  that  they 
have  been  helping  in  this  new 
awareness.  If  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  modern  means  of  publi¬ 
cations  and  information  at  our  dis¬ 
posal  were  as  good  or  better  than 
the  secular  press  has  demonstrated 
recently,  we  can  expect  that  our 
people  will  respond  to  the  call  in 
the  way  that  we  have  never  dream¬ 
ed.  There  are  still  pioneers  in  re¬ 
ligion  who  are  willing  to  march  to 
the  new  kinds  of  frontiers  present¬ 
ed  by  the  new  Africa.  All  we  have 
to  do  is  to  enlighten  them,  inspire 
them,  train  them,  inform  them  and 
open  up  the  resources  to  send  them 
forth. 

It  is  as  important  to  have  Chris¬ 
tian  business  men,  consular  offi¬ 
cials,  technical  assistants,  etc.,  as  it 
is  to  have  Christian  missionaries, 
lay  workers  and  fraternal  partners 
on  the  continent  of  Africa.  To  be 
sure  all  this  will  cost  us  much,  but 
the  gains  will  be  greater.  There 
will  be  risks,  but  the  glorious  fu¬ 
ture  to  be  achieved  is  worth  all  the 
risks.  There  are  many  problems 
ahead,  but  they  are  not  insoluable. 
When  we  listen  to  Africans  as  well 
as  talk  to  them,  we  will  understand 
that  they  want  the  same  security, 
the  same  peace,  the  same  freedom, 
the  shme  future  of  abundant  living 
that  we  wish  for  ourselves. 
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September  27-October  4 

“The  Christian  and  His  Church”  is  the 
Theme  for  Christian  Education  Week 

New  York  (NC) — Christian  Education  Week  in  1959  will  emphasize 
the  joint  responsibility  of  homes  and  churches  for  continuing  growth  in 
Christian  faith  and  understanding  in  local  communities.  “The  Christian 
and  His  Church”  is  the  theme  for  the  Sept.  27  to  Oct.  4  observance. 

Christian  Education  Week  is  sponsored  annually  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Division  of  Christian  Education.  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  cooperating  through  the  National  Council  will  utilize  the  observance 
to  demonstrate  that  Christian  education  is  a  basic  means  whereby  the 
church’s  purpose  is  fulfilled. 

“The  church  is  not  a  monument  of  brick  and  mortar,  not  a  congenial 
social  group,  not  the  minister,  not  even  a  large  and  well-organized  denomi¬ 
nation,”  notes  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Roberts,  in  announcing  the  annual  observance. 
Mr.  Roberts  is  general  director  of  the  National  Council’s  Commission  on 
General  Christian  Education. 

“Rather,  is  the  church  a  world-wide  fellowship  of  people  like  ourselves 
meeting  for  worship,  study  and  service.  All  Christians  hold  certain  com¬ 
monly  shared  values,  experiences  and  beliefs,  living  these  from  day  to  day 
- - - —  in  the  home.  This  sort  of  educa- 


THE  LATE  DR.  G.  S.  SEXTON 


Centenary  Dorm 
To  Be  Named  for 
Past  President 

The  forthcoming  new  $500,000 
dormitory  for  women  at  Centenary 
College  will  be  named  in  honor  of 
the  late  Dr.  George  S.  Sexton,  who 
served  as  president  of  Centenary 
from  1922  to  1932. 

The  suggestion  that  the  dormi¬ 
tory  be  called,  “George  S.  Sexton 
Memorial  Dormitory,”  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees, 
according  to  President  Joe  J.  Mick¬ 
le.  Chairman  of  the  committee  is 
Howard  Crumley. 

A  $425,000  loan  for  the  facility 
has  been  granted  by  the  U.  S.  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Home  Finance  Agency,  and 
Centenary  will  put  up  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  costs,  Dr.  Mickle  said. 
Bids  for  construction  probably  will 
be  received  within  the  next  few 
months,  and  September,  1960,  is  the 
target  date  for  completion  of  the 
structure. 

The  dormitory,  designed  to  house 
84  women  students,  will  be  fash¬ 
ioned  along  the  lines  of  Hardin 
Hall,  which  houses  68  coeds.  It  will 
be  the  third  women’s  dormitory  on 
the  campus.  Hardin  Hall  and  the 
T.  L.  James  Memorial  Dormitory, 
which  accommodates  96  women, 
both  were  constructed  in  recent 
years  under  Dr.  Mickle’s  adminis¬ 
tration. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  the  decision  to 
name  the  projected  dormitory  for 
Dr.  Sexton  stemmed  from  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  many  to  see  him 
honored  for  his  many  services  to 
Centenary  and  to  Methodism.  A 
native  of  Tennessee,  he  was  receiv¬ 
ed  into  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
December,  1887,  at  the  age  of  19 
and  served  as  a  circuit  rider  for 
several  years. 

He  attended  Hendrix  College  for 
more  than  three  years  but  was 
forced  to  drop  out  in  his  senior 
year  because  of  ill  health.  In  1893, 


he  transferred  to  the  North  Texas 
Conference  and,  during  this  period, 
George  S.  Sexton,  Jr.,  who  now  re¬ 
sides  at  533  Dudley  Drive,  Shreve¬ 
port,  was  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sex¬ 
ton,  th  e  former  Miss  Sally  Gray 
Moseley  of  Jefferson,  Texas. 

After  a  few  years  in  North  Texas, 
the  couple  moved  to  Galveston, 
where  Dr.  Sexton  was  given  the 
important  charge  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  After  a  successful 
pastorate  there,  he  was  transferred 
to  Houston,  where  he  spearheaded 
the  building  of  the  beautiful  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  now  one 
of  the  leading  Methodist  churches 
in  the  South.  He  was  supported  in 
this  effort  by  the  late  Jesse  Jones, 
former  Secretary  of  Commerce  in 
the  cabinet  of  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  and  one  of  Houston’s 
leading  citizens  prior  to  his  death. 

In  1900,  Dr.  Sexton  was  made  as¬ 
sistant  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension  in  charge  of  the 
Southwest.  He  continued  to  live 
in  Houston,  but  later  he  travelled 
in  a  fund-raising  capacity  as  the 
executive  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference  Commission  on  the 
Representative  Church  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  Now  known  as  the  Mount 
Vernon  Place  Church,  the  structure 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
country. 

In  1910,  Dr.  Sexton  received  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Kentucky  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  in  recognition  of  his  many  out¬ 
standing  contributions  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church.  Shortly  after,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  was  appointed  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Shreveport.  He 
held  the  pastorate  until  1921,  when 
he  accepted  the  presidency  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  He  retired  in  May, 
1932,  and  died  on  July  4,  1937. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  it  is  particularly 
appropriate  that  one  of  the  build¬ 
ings  at  Centenary  College,  which 
Dr.  Sexton  served  so  well  and  for 
so  long,  should  bear  his  name. 


tion  must  not  end  in  the  home,  but 
must  be  carried  on  in  the  church 
and  the  church  school,  where  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults  can  learn 
from  trained  teachers.” 

Mr.  Roberts  points  out  that  this 
purpose,  interpreted  broadly,  in¬ 
cludes  within  the  term  “religious 
training,”  not  only  such  organized 
efforts  as  Sunday  church  school, 
but  also  weekday  religious  instruc¬ 
tion,  church  membership  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  programs  of  youth  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts, 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  Y.M.C.A.  and 
Y.W.C.A. 

Other  purposes  of  the  observance 
are  to  give  evidence  of  the  basic 
oneness  of  the  Christian  fellowship, 
to  create  a  climate  favorable  to  the 
support  of  Christian  education,  to 
make  significant  use  of  Rally  Day, 
wherever  it  is  celebrated  as  a  part 
of  Christian  Education  Week,  and 
to  give  the  local  church  opportunity 
to  evaluate  its  own  current  Chris¬ 
tian  education  program  and  plan 
for  the  future. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Sept.  24-October  3  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Sept.  24  .  The  Revelation  9:12-21 

Sept.  25  .  The  Revelation  10:1.11 

Sept.  26  The  Revelation  11:1-14 

Sept.  27  .  The  Revelation  11:15-19 

Sept.  28  .  The  Revelation  12:1-6 

Sept.  29  .  The  Revelation  12:7-12 

Sept.  30  .  The  Revelation  12:13-17 

Oct.  1  .  The  Revelation  13:1-10 

Oct.  2  .  The  Revelation  13:11-18 

Oct.  3  .  The  Revelation  14:1-6 


Meth.  Evangelistic 
Missions  Secure 
4,000  Commitments 

The  Methodist  Evangelistic  Mis¬ 
sions  to  Malaya  and  the  Philippines 
during  the  months  of  July  and  Au¬ 
gust  resulted  in  more  than  4,000 
first  commitments  to  Christ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Charles  A.  Stuck  of  Jones¬ 
boro,  Ark.,  lay  leader  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  who  was  a 
member  of  the  12  person  team  con¬ 
ducting  the  two  missions. 

The  missions  were  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  and  was  head¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  and  Dr.  J.  Manning 
Potts,  editor  of  The  Upper  Room, 
Methodist  Devotional  manual.  Those 
participating  went  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Methodist  bishops  of  Malaya 
and  Philippines  and  the  Board  of 
Missions. 

Figures  released  last  week  after 
compilation  by  Mr.  Stuck  were,  for 
the  two  missions,  as  follows:  serv¬ 
ices  held,  1,226;  attendance  139,951; 
teams  visiting  1,257;  visits  made, 
7,743;  decisions,  4,040;  rededications, 
9,889;  new  prospects,  2,875;  baptisms 
878;  full  time  service  dedications, 
175. 

The  last  two  items  did  not  include 
reports  of  Malaya,  since  these  were 
not  available. 

The  team  spent  four  weeks  in  Ma¬ 
laya  and  three  weeks  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 

Work  Begins  on 
World  Methodist 
Dictionary 

St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  (MI) — Pre¬ 
liminary  work  has  begun  on  a  World 
Methodist  Dictionary,  it  was  report¬ 
ed  here  Sept.  8  at  a  meeting  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  of  Methodist  His¬ 
torical  Societies. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark  of 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  executive 
secretary  of  the  historical  associ¬ 
ation  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council  is  directing  the  project. 

He  said  the  work  will  be  an  ex¬ 
tended  dictionary,  probably  in  three 
volumes,  rather  than  a  full-scale 
encyclopedia. 

A  new  history  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism  also  was  proposed  by  the  as¬ 
sociation.  Two  Nashville,  Tenn.,  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  Cecil  Jones,  vice  president, 
and  Emory  Bucke,  book  editor,  con¬ 
ferred  with  officers  of  the  associ¬ 
ation  about  the  proposed  book. 

Dr.  Clark  was  honored  September 
8,  the  occasion  of  his  72nd  birthday. 
Dr.  Clark  is  a  native  Arkansan. 
Among  testimonies  given  at  the 
council’s  dinner  meeting  in  Dr. 
Clark’s  honor  were  those  of  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin. 


Plans  Being  Made 
For  World  Methodist 
Conference ,  1961 

St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.,  (MI)  — 
Plans  for  an  international  Metho¬ 
dist  conference,  to  be  held  Aug.  17- 
25,  1961,  in  Oslo,  Norway,  were 
drafted  here  Aug.  8-12  at  a  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Approximately  1,000  accredited 
delegates,  including  some  500 
Americans,  will  be  appointed  by 
the  Council,  it  was  announced  by 
the  president,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harold 
Roberts  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  Eng¬ 
land. 

They  will  represent  some  20  mil¬ 
lion  members  of  40  Methodist  com¬ 
munions  in  76  countries. 

The  largest  delegation  will  be 
that  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
which  accounts  for  nearly  half  the 
membership  of  the  federation. 

Tentative  plans  call  for  delegates 
of  The  Methodist  Church  to  include 
all  bishops,  225  nominees  of  the 
bishops,  50  youth,  50  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  and  others  to  be 
selected  from  among  editors  of  gen¬ 
eral  publications  and  secretaries  of 
boards  and  agencies. 

“New  Life  in  the  Spirit”  is  the 
general  theme  of  the  conference 
program  outline  drafted  by  the 
committee. 

Platform  addresses  and  discussion 
groups  will  be  geared  to  four  prin¬ 
cipal  program  studies: 

1.  The  Lord  and  Giver  of  Life  — 
relating  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work  in 
Biblical  teaching,  Methodist  theo¬ 
logy.  private  prayer  and  corporate 


Calling  All  Methodist 
Ham  Radio  Operators 

St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  (MI) — 
Amateur  radio  operators  in  the 
United  States  who  are  Methodists 
may  soon  be  exchanging  news 
and  views  of  their  church  with 
Methodist  “hams”  in  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  executive  committee  of  The 
Methodist  Church  (USA)  section 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
meeting  here  Sept.  8,  took  the 
first  step  toward  forming  such  an 
organization  by  naming  the  Rev. 
Donald  Payne  of  Liberty,  N.  C., 
director  of  the  project. 

An  enthusiastic  “ham,”  himself, 
Mr.  Payne  was  asked  to  contact 
Methodist  operators  of  short¬ 
wave  stations  and  determine  their 
interest  in  affiliating  with  the 
World  Association  of  Methodist 
Radio  Amateurs  and  Clubs,  which 
was  organized  recently  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
“hams”  could  be  of  great  service 
in  relaying  church  news  and  spe¬ 
cial  messages  to  Methodist  centers 
around  the  world  and  to  remote 
missionary  outposts. 


Methodists  And  Many  Other  Church  Members 

To  Observe  World-Wide  Communion  Day 

Observance  Set  for  First  Sunday  in  October  by  Many  Denominations 

New  York  (NC) — Tens  of  thousands  of  church-goers  in  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world  will  show  their  Christian  unity  when  they 
participate  in  communion  services  at  the  20th  annual  observance  of  World 
Wide  Communion  Sunday  on  Sunday,  Oct.  4. 

Many  will  share  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil  immediately  prior  to  the 
special  service.  Others  will  enlist  individuals  for  personal  prayer  for  this 
vital  observance,  will  enroll  families  for  family  altars,  and  encourage  every- 
member  participation  in  prayer  groups  or  circles.  Everyone  taking  part 
will  urge  those  away  from  home  to  pray  for  the  objectives  of  the  observance 
and  will  stress  the  importance  of  intercessory  prayer  in  daily  living. 

Sponsored  in  1940  by  the  former  Federal  Council  of  Churches  after 
having  been  started  by  a  group  of  Presbyterians,  U.S.A.,  in  1936,  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  World  Wide  Communion  - 


worship. 

2.  The  Family  Life  of  the  Church 
—  dealing  with  the  church  as  a 
family,  the  family  in  the  church, 
and  the  role  of  youth. 

3.  The  Church  in  the  Life  of  the 
World  —  communicating  the  gospel, 
redeeming  the  economic  order,  rec¬ 
onciling  races  and  nations. 

4.  Methodism  in  the  World 
Church  —  cooperation  in  mission¬ 
ary  strategy,  nationalism  and  the 
gospel,  relations  with  other  churches. 


Sunday  has  spread  to  some  50  coun¬ 
tries  around  the  world. 

Actual  services  begin  at  sunrise 
in  New  Zealand  and  the  Fiji  Islands 
on  the  other  side  of  the  international 
date  line.  They  pass  on  westward 
following  the  sun,  ending  in  Alaska 
and  the  Aleutians. 

The  purpose  of  the  observance  is 
that  every  professing  Christian  shall 
join  together  in  communion  serv¬ 
ices,  conscious  of  a  fellowship  with 
all  Christians  everywhere,  noted  the 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  H.  McConnell  in  an¬ 
nouncing  World  Wide  Communion 
Sunday.  Dr.  McConnell  is  acting 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Department  of 
Evangelism,  which  sponsors  the  day. 

“For  that  reason,  people  of  all 
races  and  nations  will  come  together 
in  small  rural  churches,  and  in  great 
cathedrals,  on  Army  and  Navy  bases 
and  on  ships  at  sea  to  take  part  in 
one  of  the  world’s  most  impressive 
demonstrations  of  oneness,”  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Connell  pointed  out. 

A  special  meditation  for  the  day, 
written  by  Dr.  Jesse  M.  Bader,  is 


New  London,  Conn.  (RNS)— CHURCH  CALL  BE¬ 
NEATH  THE  SEA.  A  quick  transformation  in  the  Mess 
of  the  nuclear-powered  submarine  Skate  produces  this 
scene.  A  white  altar  cloth  is  spread  over  a  table;  a 
movie  screen  is  used  for  a  backdrop;  a  simple  brass 


being  distributed  by  the  National 
Council’s  Department  of  Evangel¬ 
ism.  Dr.  Bader  headed  that  depart¬ 
ment  for  many  years.  Other  devo¬ 
tional  material  has  also  been  pre¬ 
pared. 


crucifix,  two  candle  sticks  and  a  Bible  provide  religious 
atmosphere,  and  Protestant  Chaplain  (Lt.)  Guy  Leonard 
is  ready  to  conduct  services — hundreds  of  feet  beneath 
the  sea.  (RNS  photo) 


Lay  Board  Records 
Advance  In  EMC 
And  Stewardship 

The  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Lay  Activities,  meeting  in 
annual  session  in  Chicago  Sept.  10- 
12,  listened  to  encouraging  reports 
of  significant  growth,  gave  a  testi¬ 
monial  dinner  to  its  retiring  pres¬ 
ident,  and  set  a  goal  of,  5,000  dele¬ 
gates  for  the  next  national  confer¬ 
ence  of  Methodist  Men. 

R.  P.  Lay  of  Gilliam  and  Rev.  J. 
Albert  Gatlin  of  North  Little  Rock, 
board  members,  attended  the  board 
sessions. 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Mayfield,  general 
secretary,  reported  that  the  most 
significant  advances  during  the 
quadrennium  continued  to  be  in  the 
field  of  stewardship  and  finance, 
especially  in  the  Simultaneous 
Every  Member  Canvass.  He  said 
that  14  annual  conferences,  compris¬ 
ing  107  districts,  have  launched  the 
Simultaneous  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  programs. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  goal  orig¬ 
inally  set  by  the  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  12,500  chartered  clubs  of 
Methodist  Men  during  this  quad¬ 
rennium  had  been  attained  more 
than  14  months  ahead  of  schedule. 
He  also  announced  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Radio  Hour  program  had 
been  carried  last  year  on  421  sta¬ 
tions. 

Ray  H.  Nichols,  Vernon,  Texas, 
newspaper  editor  and  publisher,  who 
has  headed  the  board  since  1944, 
was  honored  at  a  testimonial  dinner. 
He  will  retire  as  president  at  the 
end  of  this  fiscal  year.  His  own 
episcopal  leader,  Bishop  William  C. 
Martin  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Area,  was  the  principal  speaker  at 
the  dinner. 

Telegrams  were  received  from 
Bishop  Glenn  R.  Phillips  of  Denver, 
a  member  of  the  board’s  executive 
committee,  and  Bishop  Arthur  J. 
Moore  of  the  Atlanta  Area.  Dr.  May- 
field  Ind  two  members  of  the  board 
— Richard  W.  Campbell  of  Altoona, 
Pa.,  and  Mr.  Lay  spoke  briefly. 

The  board  set  a  goal  of  5,000  dele¬ 
gates  for  the  Third  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Men,  which  is 
to  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  July  14- 
16,  1967.  Nearly  3,700  were  present 
at  the  last  national  conference. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  general 
meeting  was  devoted  to  shaping  up 
proposed  changes  in  the  Discipline 
relative  to  the  work  of  lay  activities, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  1960  General 
Conference. 
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United  States  Senator  Believes 


Foreign  Policy  Lacks  ‘Moral  Sense’ 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D.-Mjnn.) 
told  leaders  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  here  that  the  trouble 
with  American  foreign  policy  is  “not  our  errors  in  judgment,  but  our  lack 
of  moral  sense.” 

The  senator,  a  member  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee, 
said  that  it  took  two  and  one-half  days  of  bitter  debate  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  a  Food-for-Peace  bill  designed  to  use  part  of  the  $9  billion  agricul¬ 
tural  surplus  to  fight  famine  and  disease  around  the  world,  but  that  the 
Senate  passed  in  only  one  hour  a  bill  to  appropriate  $40  billion  for  na¬ 
tional  defense  in  the  coming  year. 


After  three  days  of  debate  the 
to  45  a  measure  to  set  up  a  pilot  pr 

Christians  Warned 
Against  ‘Drastic 
Criticism’  of  UN 

Green  Lake,  Wis.  (RNS) — Church 
support  for  changes  in  the  opera¬ 
tional  structure  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  which  will  serve  to  improve 
and  strengthen  the  international  or¬ 
ganization  was  called  for  here  by 
an  official  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Maxwell  of  New 
York,  executive  director  of  the 
Council’s  Department  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs,  said  that  “Christians 
should  guard  against  drastic  criti¬ 
cism”  of  the  UN. 

Such  criticism,  he  told  a  confer¬ 
ence  at  the  American  Baptist  As¬ 
sembly  here  sponsored  by  the 
American  Baptist  Convention’s 
Council  on  Christian  Social  Pro¬ 
gress,  comes  from  “unimaginative 
nationalists  who  cannot  see  what 
the  world  would  have  been  without 
the  UN  during  the  last  15  years.” 

It  also  comes,  he  added,  “from 
disengaged  dreamers  who  do  not 
take  into  account  the  realities  of  the 
world  in  which  the  UN  has  done 
well  to  play  even  its  limited  role.” 


mate  passed  by  a  margin  of  only  47 
*ram  of  “  youth  camps”  for  juvehile 
delinquents  and  potential  delin¬ 
quents,  he  said,  while  the  nation 
will  spend  “twice  the  sum  such 
camps  would  cost  just  on  new  po¬ 
lice  to  try  to  halt  the  crime  wave 
by  putting  more  juveniles  in  jail.” 

“Congress  will  apparently  ad¬ 
journ  without  appropriating  even 
the  $400,000  the  President  has  re¬ 
quested  for  further  studies  of  dis¬ 
armament,”  he  told  the  churchmen, 
adding,  “What’s  wrong  with  us  is 
not  bad  judgement;  it’s  bad  morals.” 

The  Senator  challenged  the 
churchmen  to  create  a  moral  at¬ 
mosphere  in  American  society  that 
will  enable  the  nation  to  decide 
whether  to  spend  its  money  “build¬ 
ing  more  racetracks  or  more 
schools.” 

“It’s  just  that  we  really  haven’t 
made  up  our  minds  what  values 
really  count  in  life,”  he  commented. 

Sen.  Humphrey  suggested  that 
the  Soviet  Union  be  surrounded, 
not  with  military  bases,  but  with 
“free  societies.” 

“I  am  convinced  that  an  environ¬ 
ment  of  free  society  and  the  osmosi 
that  will  inevitably  occur  across  its 
borders  is  more  of  a  threat  to  the 
Soviet  dictatorship  than  any  mili¬ 
tary  weapons  we  possess  and  is 
more  apt  to  bring  about  its  end,” 
he  commented. 


AMARILLO,  Tex.  (RNS)— CHURCH-OPERATED  ' DEPOT  OF  MERCY ' 
READY  TO  SERVE —  Ready  to  roll  into  any  disaster  area  in  a  large  sur¬ 
rounding  territory  is  this  mobile  "Depot  of  Mercy"  operated  by  the  Seventh- 
day  Adventist  Texico  Conference,  with  headquarters  here.  The  32-foot 
drop-frame  emergency  van  contains  94  drawers  with  over  10,000  catalogued 
items  of  men's,  women's  and  children's  clothing;  slide-door  closets  laden 
with  hanging  garments;  and  a  large  supply  of  blankets  and  sheets.  The 
"on-the-spot"  relief  unit  also  is  equipped  with  a  4,000-watt  portable  power 
plant,  butane  stove,  electric  refrigerator  and  running  water.  Supplies  were 
contributed  by  the  general  public  as  well  as  church  families  in  the  confer¬ 
ence,  which  comprises  86  West  Texas  counties  and  all  of  New  Mexico. 


Schweitzer  Doubts 
Moon  Rocket  Will 
Benefit  Humanity 

Paris  (RNS)  —  When  informed 
of  the  Soviet  rocket’s  successful 
flight  to  the  moon,  Dr.  Albert 
Schweitzer  made  this  comment: 

“Until  now,  the  moon  has  in-  - 
spired  me  only  with  poetic  dreams. 

I  don’t  think  humanity  will  be  hap¬ 
pier  when  it  has  taken  over  control 
of  the  moon.” 

The  84-year-old  humanitarian, 
philisopher  and  musician  is  spend¬ 
ing  three  months  in  Europe  where 
he  is  resting  and  writing  a  “phil¬ 
osophical  work.” 


Prosecution  of 
Obscenity  Dealers 
At  New  High 


Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Fed¬ 
eral  prosecutions  of  large  dealers  in 
obscenity  are  at  an  all  time  high, 
with  arrests  for  the  1959  fiscal  year 
up  7.5  per  cent  over  last  year,  the 
Post  Office  Department  announced 
here. 

“With  the  continuing  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Justice,”  the  Department 
said,  “great  strides  are  being  made 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  the 
Postmaster  General’s  objective  to 
purge  the  mails  of  obscene  and 
pornagraphic  matter.” 


clothing 


Congress  Desires 
Peace  Through 
Disarmament 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
House  has  joined  the  Senate  in  de¬ 
claring  itself  in  favor  of  devoting 
a  large  part  of  the  savings  which 
would  result  from  a  disarmament 
agreement  to  works  of  peace 
throughout  the  world. 

The  House  action  came  in  passing 
a  Peace  through  Disarmament  res¬ 
olution  which  had  been  introduced 
by  Rep.  Clement  Zablocki  (D.- 
Wis.)  The  Senate  passed  a  month 
ago  a  similar  resolution  introduced* 
by  Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey  (D.- 
Minn). 

By  its  vote  the  House  goes  on 
record  as  favoring  “upon  the 
achievement  of  an  agreement  on 
the  reduction  of  armaments,”  con¬ 
currence  on  the  part  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  signing  the  pact  “to  devote  a 
substantial  portion  of  any  resultant 


Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS) — 
GRAHAM  URGES  REPENT¬ 
ANCE  AT  LITTLE  ROCK 
RALLY —  Addressing  some 
30,000  Arkansans  in  Little 
Rock's  War  Memorial  Sta¬ 
dium,  Evangelist  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  declared  that  "through 
me,  God  is  warning  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Little  Rock  and 
Arkansas  to  repent  just  as 
He  warned  the  people 
through  Noah.  No  man  will 
get  into  Heaven  if  he  hasn't 
repented.  God  is  great  and 
mighty,  but  He  cannot 
judge  or  destroy  a  man  who 
is  living  in  Christ."  Among 
those  present  in  the  crowd, 
which  included  both  Ne¬ 
groes  and  whites,  were  state 
and  city  officials,  and  Gov. 
Orval  Faubus.  (RNS  Photo) 


savings  to  expand  works  of  peace 
throughout  the  world." 

Also  stated  in  the  resolution  is 
the  House’s  belief  that  signatories 
to  a  disarmament  treaty  “should 
continue  and  expand  their  works 
of  peace,”  such  as  economic  aid,  in¬ 
ternational  health  programs,  scien¬ 
tific,  cultural,  and  educational  pro¬ 
grams,  “and  other  material  require¬ 
ments  for  physical  and  spiritual  life 
and  growth.” 
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The  Disarmament  Proposal 

A  WORLD  weary  of  international  tension  and  tired  of  a  pro¬ 
longed  cold  war  heard  hopefully  a  proposal  last  week  by 
Soviet  Premier  Khrushchev  that  all  nations  of  the  world 
gradually  and  completely  disarm  themselves  over  the  next  four 
years.  We  say  hopefully  for  such  a  move  by  all  nations  would  in 
effect  take  away  power  of  aggression,  thereby  eliminating  the 
means  of  warfare  if  not  the  causes. 

Mr.  Khrushchev  made  his  sweeping  proposal  in  an  address  be¬ 
fore  the  United  Nations  just  prior  to  a  whirlwind  tour  across  the 
United  States,  seeing  the  sights  of  America  (except  Disneyland), 
and  testing  and  being  tested  by  American  temper.  Varying  reac¬ 
tions  were  recorded  to  Mr.  Khrushchev’s  proposal,  ranging  from 
Secretary  of  State  Christian  Herter’s  comments  (must  receive  seri¬ 
ous  study)  to  those  of  an  opposite  view  which  saw  the  move  as  a 
cheap  propaganda  stunt. 

Perhaps  never  before  have  the  deeds  of  a  leader  colored  so 
much  what  he  has  proposed.  The  free  world  would  like  to  believe 
in  Mr.  Khrushchev’s  sincerity,  but  can  it?  Mr.  Khrushchev  might 
have  made  his  proposal  in  all  sincerity,  thereby  hoping  to  divert 
Russia’s  entire  industrial,  political,  economic  and  social  effort  to 
building  up  Russia’s  economy  to  an  unsurpassed  and  unprecedent¬ 
ed  level.  Yet,  the  keen  edge  of  this  possible  sincerity  is  dulled 
considerably  by  past  deeds  of  Soviet  leadership.  It  should  be  no 
wonder  to  the  Soviet  leader  that  his  disarmament  idea  should  meet 
with  such  skepticism.  Although  outwardly,  Mr.  Khrushchev  may 
appear  to  be  surprised  at  the  varied  reaction  to  his  proposals,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  inwardly  he  has  no  difficulty  understanding 
the  situation. 

Even  so,  this  proposal,  having  been  made,  should  receive  every 
possible  consideration,  else,  Mr.  Khrushchev  will  have  scored  the 
propaganda  victory  which  he  sought  by  appearing  before  the  United 
Nations.  The  burden  of  military  preparedness  is  borne  by  prac¬ 
tically  every  nation  in  the  world,  and  that  burden  is  not  light. 
Here  in  America,  past  wars  and  present  military  commitments  for 
world  security  take  more  than  70c  of  every  tax  dollar.  Think  of 
the  multitude  of  constructive  and  creative  ends  that  could  be 
served  with  money  being  used  for  military  preparedness.  This  is 
the  tempting  bait  that  Mr.  Khrushchev  holds  before  the  world’s 
leaders. 

The  finest  recourse  open,  it  seems  to  us,  is  a  thorough  pursuit 
of  this  possibility  until  the  responsibility  for  not  disarming  rests 
squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Soviet  leader  making  the  pro¬ 
posal,  Mr.  Khrushchev. 

Strengthen  Religious  Education  Forces 

ONE  of  the  facts  of  life  of  organized  religion  in  Russia  always 
reported  by  church  visitors  from  this  country  to  Russia  is 
the  lack  of  any  formal  religious  training  of  children,  youth 
or  adults  by  churches.  Apparently,  Soviet  authorities  in  laying 
down  conditions  under  which  churches  are  permitted  to  operate 
are  very  strict  at  this  point:  absolutely  no  religious  education.  The 
assumption  is  that  without  religious  educational  programs,  there 
can  be  no  real,  substantial  progress  in  training  children  and  youth 
in  religious  ways  and  living.  No  religious  education,  no  real  influ¬ 
ence.  Through  this  prohibition  of  religious  education,  Soviets 
hold  religionists  in  check. 

Christian  Education  Week,  September  27-October  4,  serves 
to  remind  us  again  of  the  significant  role  that  local  church  pro¬ 
grams  of  religious  education  play  in  the  life  of  church  and  society. 
Work  done  on  a  district  and  annual  conference  level  has  its  value 
largely  as  it  relates  itself  to  strengthening  local  church  programs. 
Yet,  much  leadership  training  for  local  churches  is  made  possible 
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by  district  and  conference  programs.  All  these  aspects  of  the 
Methodist  educational  program  add  up  to  that  which  is.  at  the  very 
heart  and  life  of  organized  religion  and  the  individual  Christian 
believer’s  experience.  Any  move  that  serves  to  strengthen  Chris¬ 
tian  education  strengthens  the  pupil’s  opportunity  to  grow  more 
surely  into  a  mature  Christian  experience. 

Wesley  Foundation  Programs  Growing 

PERHAPS  in  no  field  has  Methodism  made  greater  strides  in 
extending  its  ministry  than  that  which  has  been  made  in  re¬ 
cent  years  in  building  programs  at  state  and  university  cam¬ 
puses  for  Methodist  students  enrolled  in  these  institutions.  This 
ministry  to  students  in  these  institutions  is  known  as  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation.  Methodist  leaders  have  come  into  a  new  awareness  of  a 
long  existing  opportunity  to  serve  these  students  who  number  sev¬ 
eral  times  over  the  number  studying  at  Methodist  church  related 
institutions  such  as  Centenary  and  Hendrix  Colleges. 

Louisiana  Methodism  has  been  one  of  the  most  aggressive  con¬ 
ferences  in  this  area  of  work.  Each  state  college  and  the  university 
now  has  an  adequate  building,  fine  leadership  and  active  program. 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  are  to  be  commended  for  their  vision  and 
response  in  this  regard. 

Arkansas  Methodists  have  yet  a  long  distance  to  go  in  getting 
its  house  in  order  in  this  field.  However,  Arkansas  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  are  showing  remarkable  interest  in  strengthening  their  Wesley 
Foundation  programs.  Arkansas  annual  conferences  have  adopted 
a  state-wide  approach  for  a  capital  funds  campaign  for  building 
purposes.  Several  of  these  buildings  have  already  been  erected, 
and  others  are  planned.  We  commend  this  area  of  work  to  our 
readers  with  a  reminder  that  many  Methodist  lay  leaders  ten, 
twenty  or  more  years  hence  are  now  on  college  and  university 
campuses  preparing  themselves  for  service  tomorrow. 
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Committed,  Capable,  Linking  The  Past  With  The  Future 
Such  Was  The  Fruitful  Life  And  Ministry  of 

William  Sherman 

1869-1959 

A  Memorial  Prepared  By  Rev.  John  Bayliss 
Superintendent  of  The  Fayetteville  District 

THE  REV.  M.  D.  STEELE,  pioneer  Arkansas  Methodist  preacher,  wrote 
concerning  the  church  at  Elm  Springs  that  it  .  .  was  organized 
sometime  in  the  forties.  The  church  building  was  burned  down 
during  the  war,  so  that  when  services  were  resumed  after  the  return 
of  peace  they  were  held  in  private  houses  for  a  time.  The  Church  was  re¬ 
organized  in  1865,  and  I  began  to  hold  services  in  this  place;  a  glorious 
revival  followed  which  lasted  about  two  years,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by 
Rev.  Martin  Thornburgh  and  Rev.  James  Simpson,  local  preachers.  During 
this  time  there  were  about  120  accessions  to  the  Church;  among  that  num¬ 
ber  were  P.  B.  Hopkins,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference,  and  Benjamin  H. 
Greathouse,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  same  Conference.”  One  of 
those  who  joined  the  church  during  this  revival  which  continued  into  1866 
was  Mrs.  Martha  Pyatt  Sherman,  who  had  come  to  Arkansas  from  North 
Carolina  in  1862.  She  mothered  and  taught  a  Sunday  school  class  for  twenty 
years,  and  from  her  class  came  a  number  of  preachers.  Among  them  were 
two  of  her  own  sons,  Rev.  Jefferson  Sherman,  who  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  living  at  Searcy,  and  Rev.  William  Sher¬ 
man,  who  died  August  23  of  this  year. 

Long,  Fruitful  Ministry 

Of  the  unusual  number  of  ministers  and  missionaries  who  have  come 
from  the  Elm  Springs  Methodist  Church,  none  has  served  with  more  dis¬ 
tinction  or  for  a  longer  number  of  years  than  William  Sherman.  He 
preached  his  first  sermon  at  the  neighboring  church  of  Webster  Chapel, 
July  25,  1886.  He  recalled  that  about  40  persons  were  present  and  esti¬ 
mated  that  500  had  since  told  him  that  they  heard  him  preach  that  first 
time.  The  next  day  a  friendly  cartoonist  drew  a  charcoal  likeness  of  the 
boy  preacher  in  a  characteristic  gesture,  and  underneath  it  wrote,  “Little 
Willie  Sherman’s  first  effort.”  If  the  beginning  was  unauspicious,  the  long 
ministry  of  William  Sherman  was  remarkably  and  consistently  a  fruitful 
one. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  July  17,  1886,  and  until  a  few  months  before 
his  death  was  effectively  ministering  through  personal  counsel,  pastoral 
visits,  and  preaching  engagements.  Indeed,  until  the  day  of  his  death  he 
was  finding  ways  in  his  hospital  room  to  aid  the  work  of  the  Church 
which  he  had  served  so  long  and  loved  so  well.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  the  longest  number  of  service  years  of  any  living  member  of  the 
Conference  to  which  he  belonged. 

Served  Pastorates  And  Districts 

His  years  of  service  officially  began  in  1888,  when  he  served  one  year 
as  a  supply  pastor  before  being  admitted  to  the  Conference  on  trial  at 
Conway  in  1889.  His  first  charge  after  joining  the  Conference  was  the 
Wedington  Circuit.  He  was  moved  after  one  year  (his  shortest  pastorate) 
to  the  station  church  of  Rogers.  Other  churches  which  he  served  were  at 
Bentonville,  Russellville,  Fort  Smith,  Van  Buren,  Jonesboro,  Fayetteville, 
Augusta,  and,  after  retirement,  as  the  supply  pastor  of  Winslow  for  five 
years.  Interspersed  among  these  pastorates  were  terms  as  District  Super¬ 
intendent  (Presiding  Elder  throughout  his  years  of  tenure)  of  the  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Fort  Smith,  Helena,  Paragould,  and  Conway  Districts. 

Other  Areas  of  Service 

Bro.  Sherman  served  with  distinction  not  only  as  pastor  and  district 
superintendent,  but  also  in  various  capacities  as  a  part  of  the  staff  of  the 
Conference.  He  was  a  member  and  chairman  of  several  boards  and  com¬ 
missions,  including  the  Boards  of  Finance,  Missions,  and  Education.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Valley  Springs  Training  School  and  of  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  during  several  phases  of  its  history.  He  served  on  the  Methodist  Edu¬ 
cation  Commission  in  the  late  1920’s  which  studied  the  Methodist  Colleges 
of  the  State  and  made  recommendations  for  their  administration  and  con¬ 
solidation.  He  was  several  years  Statistical  Secretary  of  the  Conference 
and  on  the  committee  for  the  editing  and  publication  of  the  Conference 
journal.  Three  times  he  was  a  delegate  from  his  Conference  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  heading  the  delegation  in  1922. 

Family 

On  December  10,  1891,  Rev.  F.  S.  H.  Johnston  united  William  Sherman 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Cannon,  a  young  school  teacher  in  her  native 
community  of  Goshen.  Mrs.  Sherman  served  with  her  husband  through¬ 
out  fifty  years  preceding  his  retirement,  and  has  the  distinction  of  having 
been  a  parsonage  first  lady  longer  than  any  other  minister’s  wife  in  the 
history  of  Arkansas  Methodism.  Upon  retirement  on  November  9,  1941, 
Bro.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  moved  to  their  home  in  Fayetteville.  Mrs.  Sherman 
preceded  her  husband  in  death,  September  26,  1953.  Upon  his  death,  the 
body  of  Bro.  Sherman,  which  had  served  him  with  such  vigor  and  depend- 


William  Sherman 


ability  the  73  years  since  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  was  laid  to  rest  beside 
hers  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Elm  Springs.  One  daughter,  Ruth,  had 
died  as  a  young  woman,  but  two  children,  Mr.  Selwyn  H.  Sherman  of  Sea 
Island,  Georgia,  and  Mrs.  D.  D.  Ricketts  of  Little  Rock,  survive. 

Active  In  Retirement 

Official  retirement  did  not  end  the  active  ministry  of  William  Sherman. 
Not  only  did  he  supply  Winslow  for  five  years,  and  other  pulpits  on  oc¬ 
casions,  but  he  personally  ministered  through  frequent  visits  to  many  of 
the  people  of  Fayetteville  and  surrounding  communities.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  Pastor  Emeritus  of  Central  Methodist  Church  there,  a  title 
given  him  in  recognition  of  his  very  valuable  ministry  to  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  Fort  Smith  was  the 
only  one  to  experience  his  absence  in  over  fifty  years.  A  man  of  vision, 
he  was  alert  to  ways  and  opportunities  for  the  Church  to  grow  and  expand. 
He  was  vitally  interested  in  the  new  Trinity  Methodist  Church  organized 
in  Fayetteville  last  May,  the  final  realization  of  a  52  years  old  dream  of  his, 
for  he  had  first  attempted  the  organization  of  another  Methodist  Church  in 
North  Fayetteville  when  he  was  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Fayetteville  District 
in  1907.  His  carefully  preserved  records  and  tenacious  memory  frequently 
supplied  desired  information  and  data  concerning  persons  and  events  be¬ 
longing  to  the  earlier  history  of  Arkansas  Methodism.  Himself  a  living 
history  of  Washington  County,  he  was  honored  by  the  Washington  County 
Historical  Association  which  conferred  upon  him  its  Distinguished  Citizen’s 
Award. 

Vision  of  The  Fuiure 

Dr.  R.  E.  L.  Bearden,  in  his  memorial  service  message,  said  of  Bro. 
Sherman  that  he  was  a  link  with  both  the  past  and  the  future.  He  knew 
many  of  the  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  and  laymen  of  Arkansas  Method¬ 
ism.  His  own  ministry  dates  back  to  within  two  generations  of  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  our  Church  in  this  State.  He  could,  when  asked,  bring  the  past 
vividly  to  life  with  his  anecdotes  and  precise  narration  of  events  and  de¬ 
lineation  of  personalities.  But,  like  the  Apostle  Paul,  he  refused  to  live  in 
the  past,  but  pressed  forward  continually.  It  was  characteristic  of  him  to 
think,  plan,  pray,  and  work  in  terms  of  the  future  of  the  Church.  Almost 
literally,  death  interrupted  his  heart  and  hand  in  the  act  of  a  vital  contri¬ 
bution  toward  the  expansion  of  the  Church  in  that  part  of  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  native.  In  life  and  death,  Christ  was  honored  in  his  body. 

Dr.  Bearden,  quoting  Percy  Ainsworth  said,  “When  the  gray  clad 
messenger  of  sorrow  with  sad  and  bitter  voice  crossed  the  threshold  of 
his  heart  and  darkened  the  house  of  life  for  him,  he  greeted  him  as  one 
whose  credentials  were  perfectly  satisfactory.”  He  went  on  to  say,  “We 
should  be  happy,  not  because  we  have  lost  such  a  man,  but  because  we  had 
such  a  one  to  lose.”  Amen. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


STANDING  IN  OUR  OWN  WAY 

In  October,  1842,  Emerson  entered  in  his  Journal  this  sentence: 
“Henry  Thoreau  made,  last  night,  the  fine  remark  that  as  long  as  a 
man  stands  in  his  own  way,  everything  seems  to  be  in  his  way.” 

How  true  that  is!  One  of  the  tragic  blunders  of  living  is  to  blame 
others  for  blocking  our  path,  when  in  reality  we  are  standing  in  our 
own  way.  We  complain  that  our  competitors  are  crowding  us  or  that 
fate  is  against  us,  when  the  fault  is  within  ourselves.  Sometimes  we 
hear  it  said  of  a  person  that  he  is  his  own  worst  enemy. 

Such  a  statement  suggests  to  our  minds  the  drinker  perhaps, 
who,  with  all  his  engaging  social  qualities  and  winning  ways,  lacks 
the  self-control  to  hold  himself  steady.  While  others  are  for  him,  he 
blocks  his  own  road.  But  this  blunder  of  standing  in  one’s  own  way 
is  far  broader  than  such  cases. 

One  of  the  most  vivid  illustrations  of  a  man  standing  in  his  own 
way  is  given  in  the  Genesis  story  of  Jacob.  The  general  outlines  of 
Jacob’s  career  are  familiar,  no  doubt,  to  all  of  us.  We  remember  how 
he  deceived  his  father  and  cheated  his  brother  Esau  out  of  the  latter’s 
birthright.  We  recall  Jacob’s  flight  for  safety  and  his  marriages  with 
Leah  and  Rachel. 

In  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  Laban,  he  grew  rich.  But 
his  cleverness  again  got  him  into  trouble,  and  he  tried  to  leave  the 
land  of  Laban  with  his  ill-gotten  gains.  He  was  overtaken  by  his 
father-in-law,  a  settlement  was  reached  and  a  covenant  was  signed. 
Then  he  set  out  to  return  to  the  land  of  his  fathers.  Word  was 
brought  to  him  that  Esau  was  approaching  to  meet  him. 

Jacob,  of  course,  expected  trouble  from  the  brother  he  had 
wronged.  He  tried  to  get  his  loved  ones  out  of  the  danger  zone  by 
sending  them  away  from  his  own  camp.  Having  disposed  of  those 
dear  to  him,  he  had  to  wait  in  the  darkness  for  the  events  which 
morning  would  bring. 

During  those  night  hours  Jacob  had  to  endure  that  which  is 
hardest  for  men  of  his  active  type.  He  simply  had  to  stand  and  wait. 
In  that  shadowy  solitude  something  happened. 

The  record  says:  “And  Jacob  was  left  alone;  and  there  wrestled 
a  man  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  the  day.” 

Who  was  this  unnamed  wrestler?  It  was  no  other  human  being, 
for  Jacob  was  alone.  No,  Jacob  who  had  outwitted  every  adversary, 
was  now  struggling  with  one  who  would  not  let  him  go.  Call  that 
nameless  wrestler  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  or  merely  Jacob’s  better 
self,  the  fact  is  the  same. 

Jacob  had  at  last  come  face  to  face  with  the  truth  that  his  way 
was  being  blocked,  not  by  his  brother  Esau,  nor  by  his  father-in-law 
Laban,  nor  by  any  other  human  being,  except  himself.  He  had 
finally  discovered  that  he  was  standing  in  his  own  way.  And  out  of 
that  discovery  came  the  transformation  of  his  name  and  personality, 
from  Jacob  to  Israel,  for  in  the  language  of  Genesis,  “as  a  prince  he 
was  henceforth  to  have  power  with  God  and  with  men.” 

This  experience  of  misty  antiquity  is  as  modern  as  our  daily 
paper.  Consider  this  condition  of  standing  in  our  own  way.  In  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  Prodigal  Son,  Jesus  used  the  expression,  “When  he 
came  to  himself.”  Those  words  imply  that  a  person  is  not  always 
quite  himself.  We  are  aware  of  such  moods  at  times,  and  there  are 
other  times  when  we  are  not  ourselves  without  being  aware  of  the 
fact. 

Chesterton  tells  the  whimsical  story  of  the  architect  who  was 
annoyed  at  the  sight  of  an  ugly  house  which  he  passed  each  day  on 
his  way  to  work.  To  escape  the  irritating  sight,  he  bought  the  house 
and  moved  into  it.  By  living  in  it,  he  avoided  looking  at  it.  So  is  it 
with  man’s  own  nature.  By  living  too  closely  within  himself,  a  per¬ 
son  may  avoid  seeing  his  own  defects. 

If  we  are  to  keep  from  standing  in  our  own  way,  we  must  wrestle 
with  ourselves  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  Jacob  did.  Our  godly  grand¬ 
fathers  had  a  way  of  doing  this.  They  were  accustomed  to  begin  and 
often  end  the  day  with  a  period  of  personal  or  family  devotion,  in 
which  they  read  the  Bible  and  prayed. 

In  those  moments  they  searched  their  minds  and  cleaned  their 
hearts.  .But  all  too  many  of  us  neglect  such  self-examination.  We 
begin  the  day  by  turning  on  the  first  news  broadcast  in  the  morning 
and  we  end  the  day  with  the  last  news  broadcast  at  night,  both  of 
which  turn  our  thoughts  not  to  our  own  shortcomings  but  to  the  mis¬ 
deeds  and  mishaps  of  others. 

There  are  plenty  of  bad  things  blocking  the  way  to  a  better 
world.  We  must  tackle  them.  But  each  of  us  must  get  out  of  his 
own  way  first. 
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"You  simply  don't  fit  ii.  _  _  _ 

modern  church,  Elbert.  Somehow  we've  just  GOT  to 
renovate  you!" 


The 

Layman’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Memories  of  a  Special  Summer 

Summer  is  the  time  when  a  lot 
of  people  travel.  Some  go  on  vaca¬ 
tions,  some  change  jobs,  some 
simply  have  “itching  feet”  for 
treading  on  far-away  lands.  No  one 
of  these  reasons  can  be  assigned 
for  the  trip  that  I  have  taken  in 
this,  the  summer  of  1959.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  was  no  vacation;  it  was  a 
part  of  my  job,  and  while  my  feet 
itch  to  travel,  they  sometimes  get 
over  the  itching  before  the  trip  is 
done.  Any  effort  to  give  a  reason 
why  I  paid  my  own  money  to  go 
on  a  second  trip  around  the  world 
would  be  a  difficult  one,  unless  the 
reader  will  be  willing  to  accept  the 
fact  that  there  sometimes  is  a  call 
of  people  in  other  lands  and  climes 
that  one  cannot  explain. 

There  is  certainly  a  call,  how¬ 
ever,  to  work  with  a  number  of 
God’s  people,  if  one  will  listen  to 
it.  There  will  be  the  barriers  of 
language,  customs,  cultures,  and 
several  other  factors  that  seem  to 
pop  up  when  one  goes  far  from 
home.  There  will  be  hot  steamy 
days,  -  demanding  days,  even  lonely 
days.  But  there  will  also  be  re¬ 
warding  days,  rich,  full  days,  some¬ 
times  even  cool  days!  And  when 
one  returns  there  will  be  glowing 
recollections  that  remain  in  the 
memory  of  the  traveller.  Let  me 
share  some  of  them  with  you. 

There  is  the  memory  of  about  50 
dark-skinned  Indian  people  in 
Malaya  listening  to  the  story  of 


Jesus  for  the  very  first  time.  An 
old  white-haired  man  stares  at  me 
as  the  preacher  interprets  the  sim¬ 
ple  words  that  I  say.  I  am  preach¬ 
ing  on  the  very  ground  that  was  a 
Communist  stronghold  ten  years 
ago!  .  .  .  There  are  the  Chinese 
Bible  women  who  move  humbly 
among  their  people  with  the  kindly 
smiles  that  only  come  from  those 
who  know  God  intimately  .  .  . 
There  are  the  little  towns  in  Malaya 
and  in  the  Philippines  where  I  am 
one  of  the  two  white  persons  in  the 
town.  Of  course  I  am  stared  at 
continually,  but  the  people  are  al¬ 
ways  kind  to  me  .  .  .  There  are  the 
missionaries  who  are  an  oasis  in 
the  desert  of  strange  customs. 
There  was  that  Sunday  in  August 
that  was  my  birthday.  There  was 
not  another  American  for  miles, 
but  I  had  the  best  birthday  present 
of  my  life  while  there.  Ten  young 
people  dedicated  their  lives  to  full¬ 
time  Christian  service  that  day. 

The  year  1959  will  record  a  dif¬ 
ficult  summer  as  physical  living 
goes.  But  it  will  hold  the  memory 
of  a  summer  when  I  had  a  second 
opportunity  to  use  what  talents  I 
have  to  advance  the  Kingdom 
along  its  frontiers.  I  have  seen 
Christianity  coming  to  grips  with 
its  enemies  which  are  also  enemies 
of  everything  that  we  hold  dear.  I 
have  given  nothing.  I  have  invested 
something  in  the  progress  of  the 
Kingdom  in  places  where  its  prog¬ 
ress  will  count  for  a  great  deal 
within  another  generation  or  two. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching."  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  October  4,  1959:  ‘‘YE  SHALL  BE  MY  WITNESSES” 


READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  LUKE  24:44-53.  ACTS,  CHAPTER  1.  LES¬ 
SON  TEXT,  ACTS  1:1-14. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  You  shall  receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
come  upon  you;  and  you  shall  he  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all 
Judea  and  Samaria  and  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  Acts  1:8  (RSV) 


Today  we  come  to  the  first  lesson  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  t 
of  five  lessons  under  the  general  subject,  "Chris¬ 
tian  Witness,”  and  it  is  taken  from  The  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  This  is  the  first  lesson  we  have 
had  from  the  New  Testament  in  six  months. 

It  is  the  rather  commonly  accepted  belief 
that  Luke  wrote  the  Book  of  Acts  as  well  as  the 
Gospel  of  Luke.  We  have  but  to  read  the  clos¬ 
ing  verses  of  Luke  and  the  opening  verses  of 
Acts  to  see  that  Acts  is  a  continuation  of  the 
thought  of  Luke.  The  opening  verses  of  Acts 
is  almost  a  summary  of  the  closing  verses  of 
Luke. 

Luke  was  a  companion  of  Paul  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  ministry.  It  is  supposed  that 
he  joined  Paul  at  Troas  just  before  Paul  had 
his  vision  calling  him  over  into  Macedonia. 
Verse  16-10  of  Acts  has  the  first  “we”  passage. 
Before  that  time  Luke  had  written  in  the  third 
person  an  objective  report  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  or  through  the  early  leaders  of  the 
church.  Beginning  with  16:10-18  Luke  seems 
to  have  joined  the  party  and  he  writes  of  what 
“we”  did.  There  are  four  other  such  passages 
in  later  chapters  that  carry  this  idea  that  Luke 
was  one  of  the  party  traveling  with  Paul.  They 
are:  Acts  20:5-7;  21:1-18;  27:1  and  28:16. 

Paul  referred  to  Luke,  in  Colossians  4:14  as 
“The  beloved  physician.”  Luke  was  a  Gentile. 
He  was  the  only  Gentile  commonly  accepted  as 
a  writer  of  a  book  of  the  Bible.  It  is  not  known 
when  or  under  what  circumstances  he  became 
a  Christian.  Some  think  that  he  was  converted 
at  Troas  during  Paul’s  stay  there  on  his  third 
missionary  journey. 

Little,  if  anything,  is  known  of  Theophilus 
except  that  he  was  the  person  to  whom  Luke 
addressed  the  Gospel  of  Luke  and  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  Since  Luke  addressed  him  in  the 
Gospel  of  Luke  as  “most  excellent  Theophilus,” 
some  think  that  he  must  have  been  an  officer 
of  some  standing  in  the  Roman  government.  He 
must  have  been  either  a  Christian  convert  or 
one  very  much  interested  in  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  to  have  had  two  such  letters  addressed 
to  him  by  Luke. 

Acts  of  The  Apostles 

It  would  be  well  for  Sunday  School  teachers 
to  carefully  read  the  Book  of  Acts  and  familiar¬ 
ize  themselves  with  it  since  our  lessons  for  the 
next  six  months  are  to  be  taken  from  the  Book 
of  Acts. 

For  the  next  three  months  our  lessons  are 
selected  from  the  first  twelve  chapters  of  Acts. 
In  the  first  three  months  of  next  year,  the  les¬ 
sons  will  be  selected  from  the  remaining  chap¬ 
ters  of  Acts. 

Comparatively  short,  as  is  the  Book  of  Acts, 
we  should  keep  in  mind  in  this  study  the  fact 
that  the  Book  of  Acts  is  the  only  piece  of  litera¬ 
ture  in  existence  which  gives  us  anything  like 
a  consecutive,  authentic  history  of  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  Christian  church.  Most  other  things 
we  read  about  the  early  years  of  the  Christian 
church  is  based  on  the  Book  of  Acts  or  on  con¬ 
jectures  based  on  this  book.  Consequently  we 
are  limited  to  the  Book  of  Acts  for  practically 
all  of  the  details  of  the  early  days  of  Christian¬ 
ity  as  it  went  about  developing  the  Christian 
church. 

Some  one  has  said  that  Luke’s  Gospel  is  a 
Gospel  of  Christ  while  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
is  a  Gospel  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


To  Whom  He  Shewed  Himself  Alive 

We  may  be  sure  that  the  only  reason  Luke 
wrote  either  the  Gospel  of  Luke  or  The  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  and  the  only  reason  any  one  of  the 
other  books  of  the  New  Testament  were  written 
was  because  Luke  and  the  other  writers  of  New 
Testament  books  believed,  without  a  question 
of  doubt,  that  Jesus  did  show  Himself  alive  to 
His  disciples  and  others  after  His  crucifixion. 

These  appearances  began  on  the  morning  of 
the  resurrection  and  continued  over  a  period  of 
forty  days.  These  appearances  were  numerous. 
At  times  He  appeared  to  one  person,  at  times  to 
the  whole  group  of  the  disciples,  at  one  time  to 
a  group  of  five  hundred  people.  In  our  lesson 
text  Luke  calls  these  “many  infallible  proofs.” 
The  apostles  and  other  writers  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  books  were  as  sure  that  Jesus  was  alive 
as  they  were  that  they  themselves  were  alive. 
It  was  this  unequivocal  faith  in  a  living  Christ 
that  made  them  so  bold,  as  witnesses  for  Him, 
that  nothing,  even  death  itself,  could  not  still 
their  testamony. 

Tarry  At  Jerusalem 

Before  Jesus  ascended  He  gave  His  disciples 
the  Great  Commission  to  “Go  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  In 
our  lesson  text  Jesus  tells  His  disciples  that 
“Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  utetrmost  part  of  the  earth.”  In  Luke 
24:47  we  are  told  the  gospel  “Should  be  preached 
in  His  name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at 
Jerusalem.” 

Nevertheless,  while  the  carrying  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  others  was  of  such  extreme  urgency  and 
importance,  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  in  Luke 
24:49,  “But  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
until  ye  are  endued  with  power  from  on  high.” 
In  our  lesson  text  Luke  reports  Jesus  as  com¬ 
manding  His  disciples  “That  they  should  not 
depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  the  promise  of 
the  Father.” 

That  is  to  say  that,  with  the  command  to  go 
came  also  the  command  to  wait  until  they  were 
ready  to  go.  The  work  that  the  disciples  were 
to  undertake  was  of  such  magnitude  that  Jesus 
knew  that  they  could  not  do  it  in  their  own 
strength  alone.  They  would  need  a  power 
greater  than  themselves  coming  from  outside 
themselves  if  they  were  to  be  able  to  obey  the 
Great  Commission. 

The  disciples  were  to  wait  “at  Jerusalem” 
for  this  empowering  from  above.  Perhaps  the 
Lord  felt  that  Jerusalem  needed  to  witness  the 
thing  God  was  to  do  for  the  disciples  before 
they  started  on  the  mission  to  which  Christ  had 
called  them. 

Wilt  Thou  .  .  .  Restore  Again  The  Kingdom? 

Our  lesson  text  records,  at  this  time,  a  very 
strange  question  which  the  disciples  asked  Jesus 
in  the  midst  of  this  final,  dramatic,  soul-stirring 
meeting.  The  question  was,  “Lord,  wilt  thou 
at  this  time  restore  again  the  kingdom  of  Israel?” 

The  amazing  thing  about  this  question  is  the 
fact  that  it  gives  evidence,  after  all  of  the  as¬ 
tounding,  extraordinary  things  that  had  hap¬ 
pened  since  the  crucifixion,  of  the  fact  that  the 
disciples  had  not  yet  been  able  to  rid  themselves 
entirely  of  the  traditional  belief  of  the  Jews  that 
Christ  was  to  be  a  political  leader  who  would 
restore  to  the  Jews  the  splendor,  might  and 
power  of  the  Kingdom  of  David.  It  seems  quite 


out  of  place,  in  this  final  climax  of  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  Jesus,  that  His  disciples  would  bring  in 
here  again  this  mundane  viewpoint  which  the 
Jews  generally  had  of  the  Messiah. 

Jesus  did  not  create  any  unpleasantness  in 
this  final  meeting  with  a  reprimand  to  the  dis¬ 
ciples  for  asking  such  a  question.  He  simply 
said,  “It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the 
seasons,  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own 
power.” 

When  the  end  of  this  world  is  to  be  is  God’s 
well  kept  secret.  Jesus  said  that  even  the  an¬ 
gels  of  heaven  did  not  know  of  that  day.  Yet 
even  in  our  day  people  are  presumptous  enough 
to  try  to  reveal  to  the  world  the  time  of  Christ’s 
coming  or  the  end  of  the  world.  After  a  rather 
extensive  investigation,  someone  has  said  that 
different  parties  or  groups  have  set  two  hundred 
eighty-six  different  dates  as  the  time  when  the 
world  would  come  to  an  end.  We  may  think  it 
took  the  disciples  a  long  time  to  trust  such 
matters  to  the  Lord.  However,  we  should  be  a 
little  more  patient  with  them  when  we  remem¬ 
ber  that,  after  twenty  centuries,  people  are  still 
trying  to  pry  into  God’s  secrets. 

"Ye  Shall  Receive  Power" 

Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  “But  you  shall 
receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come 
upon  you.”  (RSV) 

The  early  church  paid  little  attention  to 
many  of  the  specific  doctrines  of  the  church 
which  we  worry  about  and  argue  about  today. 
However,  the  question  of  whether  or  not  one 
had  received  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  they  accept¬ 
ed  Christianity,  was  of  primary  importance  in 
the  early  church.  Let  us  remember  that  it  is  a 
matter  that  is  of  as  much  importance  today  as  it 
was  to  the  disciples  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 

The  Christian  church  in  America  is  weighted 
down  today  with  powerless,  ineffective  church 
members  because  so  many  of  them  have  never 
been  empowered  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  cannot  see  whether  a  man  is  spirit- 
filled  or  not  but  we  can  generally  feel  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Spirit  in  him.  A  good  friend  of  ours 
said  to  us  once,  “I  would  not  walk  across  the 
street  to  hear  a  man  preach,  but  I  would  go  a 
long  way  to  feel  a  man  preach.”  There  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  hearing  a  man  preach  and  in  feeling 
him  preach.  Quite  often  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  lacking  either  in  the  heart  of  the 
preacher  or  the  Sunday  School  teacher  or  in  our 
heart  when  we  only  hear  the  preacher  or  the 
Sunday  School  teacher  speak. 

"Ye  Shall  Be  My  Witnesses" 

The  Greek  word  “Martus”  is  here  translated 
witness  as  it  is  so  often  in  the  New  Testament. 
However,  in  three  places  in  the  New  Testament 
(Acts  22:20,  Revelation  2:13,  17:6)  this  same 
Greek  word  is  translated  martyr.  The  martyr 
was  one  who  gave  witness  to  the  truth,  some¬ 
times  at  the  cost  of  his  life.  At  the  present  time 
we  usually  think  of  the  martyr  as  one  who  gives 
his  life  for  a  principle. 

We  cannot  all  be  full-time  workers  in  the 
church  but  we  may  all  be  witnesses  and  we 
should  all  be  witnesses  for  the  truth  of  Christ. 

In  the  courts  of  our  day  a  witness  must  have 
first-hand  information  before  he  can  testify. 
Hear-say  evidence  is  not  permitted  because  the 
court  feels  that  hearsay  evidence  lacks  value. 
A  first-hand,  personal  experience  is  necessary 
if  we  are  to  be  effective  witnesses  for  Christ. 

The  Ascension 

The  disciples  not  only  believed  that  they  had 
walked  and  talked  with  Jesus  after  His  cruci¬ 
fixion,  they  believed  that,  while  talking  to  them, 
He  had  ascended  into  the  skies  above  them  and 
had  been  lost  to  their  sight  as  He  entered  a 
cloud.  They  believed  that  two  angels  from  God 
had  stood  beside  them  at  this  time  and  had  told 
them  that  Jesus  would  return  to  earth  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  had  been  received  into  the 
heavens. 

The  Upper  Room 

The  disciples,  with  others,  returned  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  after  the  ascension.  “They  went  up  into 
an  upper  room,  where  they  “All  continued  with 
one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication. 

This  “upper  room”  was  likely  the  same 
“upper  room”  in  which  Jesus  met  with  his  dis¬ 
ciples  for  the  last  supper.  Some  believe  this 
“upper  room”  to  have  been  in  the  home  of  Mary 
the  mother  of  Mark.  Here  they  stayed  until  the 
day  of  Pentecost. 


SEPTEMBER  24,  1959 


Page  Seven 


TicwxiA  amcL  7 IcAjlaj 

QJb&ui,  f  Obctfa  annaL  T^L 


Rev.  ANGUS  L.  CARRUTH,  pastor  of  the 
Blackwater  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  Septem¬ 
ber  14-20,  at  Meadow’s  Chapel  Methodist  Church, 
Prairieville,  where  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin  is  pastor. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON,  a  member  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  and  a  prominent 
physician-surgeon,  spoke  at  the  evening  worship 
service  of  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church  Sun¬ 
day,  September  13.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pastor. 

HOIR  APPRECIATION  DAY  was  observed  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sunday, 
September  13,  at  which  time  the  members  of  the 
church  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  choir 
in  a  tangible  way  by  taking  a  special  offering 
to  purchase  new  robes.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MAURICE  PULLIG  of  the  Speech  Department 
of  McNeese  State  College,  spoke  at  the  sup¬ 
per  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  September  16.  Claudius  Mayo  gave  the  de¬ 
votional  for  the  evening.  Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  was  guest 
preacher  at  the  morning  worship  service  of 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Dr.  Cooke  also  addressed  the  Friendship  Class, 
and  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  Dr.  A.  M. 
Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  HAROLD  WERNER,  Norwegian  Vice- 
Consul,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  supper 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Tuesday, 
September  15.  Ladies  night  was  observed  by  the 
Club  and  all  adult  church  members  were  invited 
to  attend.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr!,  is  pastor. 

REV.  W.  PAUL  CASSELS,  pastor  of  the  Sims- 
boro-Antioch  Charge,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
Hodge  Methodist  Church  September  27  through 
October  3.  Services  will  be  held  each  evening 
at  7:00  o’clock.  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  I.  L.  YEAGER,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  now  living  in  Monroe, 
preached  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Methodist  Church  on  the  Fairbanks- 
Sterlington  Charge  Sunday,  September  13.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Ted  T.  Howes,  was  in  revival  serv¬ 
ices  in  Mer  Rouge  at  the  time. 

REV.  D.  D.  HOLT  of  Nashville,  an  executive  of 
the  Methodist  Commission  on  Christian 
Higher  Education,  was  elected  acting  president 
of  Scarritt  College  September  14.  He  succeeds 
Dr.  Foye  G.  Gibson,  who  resigned  to  become 
administrator  of  Asbury  Acres,  the  Holston  Con¬ 
ference’s  home  for  the  retired  at  Maryville,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

REV.  KENNETH  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Jennings,  was  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  for  revival  services  held  at  the  Eunice 
Methodist  Church,  August  24  through  August  30. 
Rev.  George  Dent,  associate  pastor  of  the  Park 
Place  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  Texas,  was  the 
song  leader  and  soloist.  Rev.  Wilson  Watson  is 
the  pastor. 

TWO  YOUNG  MEN,  John  McNeil,  Jr.,  and 
Frank  Chapman,  of  the  Southside  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  were  recognized  on  Wednesday 
night,  September  9,  at  the  First  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  church,  for  license  to  preach.  They 
will  go  before  the  Committee  at  the  District 
Conference  on  November  16.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


HERMAN  BASS,  Lay  Leader  of  the  Ruston 
District,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Sep¬ 
tember  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  South- 
side  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  Supper  for  the 
meeting  was  prepared  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  church.  Joe  Solomon 
is  president  of  the  Club  and  Lloyd  Barnett  is 
program  chairman.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor. 

DR.  THEODORE  WEBER,  assistant  professor  of 
Social  Ethics  in  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University,  taught  in  the  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  North  Georgia  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  August  24-28.  His 
subject  was  “The  Mission  of  the  Church  in  Town 
and  Country.”  Dr.  Weber  is  an  elder  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  New  Iberia,  ob¬ 
served  Rally  Day  on  Sunday,  September  13. 
An  attendance  goal  of  300  was  set  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education  for  the  Sunday  School  and 
a  total  of  307  was  reached.  Also  emphasized  dur¬ 
ing  Rally  Day  was  the  idea  for  everyone  to  “join 
a  group”  and  become  active  in  an  organization 
within  the  church.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  A.  G.  TAYLOR,  pastor  of  Nolley  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  Jena,  was  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  in  a"  series  of  .revival  services  held  in  the 
Sterlington-F airbanks  Charge  the  week  of  Au¬ 
gust  30-September  5.  Services  were  held  in  both 
the  Fairbanks  and  Sterlington  Churches,  giving 
a  very  fine  spirit  of  unity  to  the  charge  as  a 
whole,  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Ted  T. 
Howes. 

ASET  of  candelabra,  honoring  the  memory  of 
Judge  E.  L.  Walker,  was  presented  to  Rev. 
Henry  Blount  and  the  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  at  the  morning  worship  service,  Sunday, 
August  30.  Judge  Walker  was  one  of  the  found¬ 
ing  charter  members  of  the  church.  The  can¬ 
delabra,  for  the  altar,  was  presented  to  the 
church  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Howard,  head  of  the  fur¬ 
nishings  committee.  It  was  donated  by  the  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  of  Judge  Walker. 

THE  HERALD  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  was  treated  to  a  ham- 
burger-bar-be-que  Friday,  September  11,  at  the 
City  Park.  Mrs.  Woodrow  White,  chairman  of 
the  Choir  Mothers’  Organization,  was  in  charge 
of  the  planning.  Bill  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  R.  B. 
Boatright  were  in  charge  of  barbecuing  the  ham¬ 
burgers.  A  total  of  32  members  and  eleven  guests 
enjoyed  the  meal  given  in  their  honor.  Rev. 
Jack  Cooke  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  JAMES  McLEAN,  pastor  of  St.  Claude 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  led 
the  noontide  services  Tuesday  through  Friday, 
Sept.  8-11,  at  the  Church  House  of  New  Orleans. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  McLean’s  topic  for  the  week  was 
“Lessons  From  Life.”  The  services  are  conducted 
each  weekday,  except  holidays,  from  12:10  to 
12:20  p.m.  under  the  auspices  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  and  consist  of 
brief  sermon,  prayer,  meditation,  scripture  study 
and  music. 

IAYMEN  from  the  Southside  Methodist 
J  Church,  Monroe,  have  had  charge  of  serv¬ 
ices  in  the  following  churches:  Crowville — Pete 
Medak — two  services,  assisted  by  Joe  Solomon; 
and  one  service  by  Robert  Warner;  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Pete  Medak;  Wilhite 
Methodist  Church — Robert  Warner,  Bruce  Lind¬ 
sey  and  W.  P.  Stewart;  Beouf  Prairie  and  Gilbert 
Churches — Pete  Medak,  assisted  by  R.  L.  Jones, 
Newton  Horne,  and  J.  E.  McNeil,  Sr.  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  pastor  of  the  Southside  Church. 


REV.  M.  C.  CADY,  missionary  to  Brazil,  spoke 
at  the  evening  worship  service  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Sunday,  September 
13.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cady  will  leave  for  Brazil 
on  December  24  following  study  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  through  the  first  semester.  Upon  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  Santos,  Brazil,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cady  will  go 
to  language  school,  studying  Portuguese  for  one 
year  at  Campinas,  Brazil,  and  he  will  then  be 
given  his  asisgnment.  Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor 
of  the  Lake  Charles  Church. 

Bishop  h.  Clifford  northcott,  head  of 

The  Methodist  Church’s  Wisconsin  Area 
since  1948,  has  announced  that  he  will  retire  next 
year.  The  bishop’s  announcement  was  contained 
in  a  personal  message  mailed  September  9  to  the 
pastors  and  leading  laymen  of  his  area.  Physical 
limitations  resulting  from  a  thrombosis  he  suf¬ 
fered  Nov.  11,  1958,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  were 
given  as  the  reason  for  his  retirement  four  years 
earlier  than  would  be  required  under  church 
law. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  the 
Commission  on  Membership  and  Evangelism, 
conducted  a  yearly  campaign  of  friendliness 
through  “Two  Nights  for  God  and  the  Church,” 
a  program  through  which  visits  in  the  home  of 
the  membership  are  made  to  tell  them  of  the 
opportunities  in  their  Church  program.  This  year 
the  two  days  set  aside  for  this  program  were 
Sunday,  September  20,  and  Monday,  September 
21.  The  program  was  under  the  direction  of  Bob 
Roland  and  his  Committee. 

REV.  HARRY  DON  GUYNES,  associate  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles 
for  the  past  year,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
director  of  religious  activities  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  said  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guynes 
also  will  serve  as  instructor  in  Bible  on  the 
campus.  He  will  replace  the  Rev.  James  A.  Mc¬ 
Lean,  former  pastor  of  the  Barksdale  Methodist 
Church,  who  held  the  dual  position  from  1956 
until  his  recent  resignation  to  do  advanced  work 
in  art.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Guynes  is  a  graduate  of 
Centenary  College. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Jones  Methodist  Church  don’t 
settle  for  a  few  essential  repairs!  Their  motto 
seems  to  be  “If  you  do  it,  do  it  big!”  The  church 
is  being  completely  redecorated  and  a  new  land¬ 
scape  job  is  being  performed  on  the  church  yard. 
The  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  church  are  being 
painted  and  all  defective  windows  repaired. 
Changes  are  being  made  in  the  entrance  hall, 
with  a  closet  to  store  church  supplies  being  add¬ 
ed.  The  yard  has  been  leveled  and  gravel  added 
to  the  driveway.  A  circular  driveway  is  being 
planned,  and  flowers  and  shrubs  will  be  added 
at  that  time.  Rev.  Byron  Crosby  is  pastor. 

HE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  held  a  “What’s  My  Line?”  party 
Wednesday,  September  9.  A  green  leaf  which 
read  “Turn  Over  a  New  Leaf”  was  given  to  each 
woman  of  the  church.  The  invitation  was  printed 
on  the  reverse.  A  few  members  participated  in 
a  “What’s  My  Line?”  skit.  Each  circle  prepared 
games  and  refreshments  for  the  occasion.  The 
Promotion  Secretary  and  her  committee  planned 
the  party  to  promote  interest  in  the  W.S.C.S.  and 
its  work.  An  increase  in  membership  is  expected. 
Mrs.  Wm.  J.  van  Santen  is  chairman  of  Public 
Relations  and  Rev.  A.  Collins  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  A.  A.  McKNIGHT,  pastor  of  Oak  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  the  evan¬ 
gelist  in  revival  services  now  being  conducted 
at  the  Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles.  In  preparation  for  the  revival  services 
three  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Monday  night,  September  14,  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Lillie  Fleming,  with  Mrs.  S.  B.  Parry  as 
leader;  Tuesday  night,  September  15,  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Parry,  with  Coach  Glenn 
Williams  as  leader;  and  Thursday  night,  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Mayo  and  Claudius  Mayo  was  the  leader.  Music 
for  the  revival  was  planned  by  a  committee  com¬ 
posed  of  Mrs.  T.  Tolle,  Bob  Livingston,  and  the 
pastor,  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  Miss  Virginia 
Mayo  will  play  the  organ  and  Miss  Patsy  Living¬ 
ston  will  play  the  piano. 
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Shown  at  the  groundbreaking  for  a  new  Educational  Building  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church  are,  I.  to  r.,  Herbert  Sorey,  member  of  Building 
Committee ;  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck,  superintendent,  Monroe  District, 
turning  spade;  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor;  Jesse  E.  Stodghill,  Jr.,  member  of 
Building  Committee;  and  George  Franklin,  Jr.,  vice-chairman  of  Building 
Committee.  Other  Building  Committee  members  not  shown  are  Lasley 
Richardson,  chairman;  and  Mrs.  F.  Roy  Williams. 


Groundbreaking 
Is  Held  by 
Rayville  Church 

The  Groundbreaking  Service  for 
the  $139,243.00  Education  Building 
of  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church 
was  conducted  on  Sunday  evening, 
September  6th,  at  7:00  o’clock.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  D.  Broddie,  was  in 
charge  of  the  service,  and  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  superintendent,  Rev. 
George  W.  Harbuck,  preached  the 
sermon  and  presided  at  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  ground.  Other  ministers 
who  assisted  in  the  service  were 
Rev.  Oscar  E.  Cloyd,  minister  of 
Youth;  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  First 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
and  pastor  of  the  Rayville  church 
when  the  sanctuary  was  construct¬ 
ed;  and  Rev.  D.  B.  Broddie,  Jena, 
father  of  the  pastor. 

George  B.  Franklin,  Jr.,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Education  Build¬ 
ing  Committee,  assisted  the  district 
superintendent  in  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  service.  Other  members  of  the 
Building  Committee  are  Lasley 
Richardson,  chairman;  Herbert  Sor- 
ey;  Jesse  Stodghill,  Jr.;  and  Mrs.  F. 
Roy  Williams.  The  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  is  composed  of  Dr.  A.  B. 
Cochran,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Haley,  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Ellington,  Joe  Kalil,  Roy  L.  Bin- 
i°n,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton,  and  Hugh 

Stodghill. 

Mrs.  Carl  Earle,  representing  the 
congregation,  was  the  first  of  many 
individuals  who  turned  spades  of 


dirt.  Included  among  those  who 
participated  were  representatives 
of  the  Children’s,  Youth  and  Adult 
divisions  of  the  Church  School  and 
representatives  of  the  organizations 
of  the  church. 

The  construction  on  the  new  edu¬ 
cation  building  began  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  the  groundbreaking.  The 
brick  veneer  building,  which  will 
match  in  design  and  color  the  Goth¬ 
ic  sanctuary,  constructed  in  1951, 
will  consist  of  some  11,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space.  The  sanctuary 
and  the  new  education  building  will 
be  connected  by  a  stone  and  brick 
cloister.  The  fellowship  hall  of  the 
new  building  will  be  similar  to  the 
sanctuary  in  design  and  size,  and 
will  seat  at  tables  200  persons. 

In  addition  to  the  necessary 
rooms  for  the  nursery,  kindergar¬ 
ten,  primary,  junior,  intermediate, 
senior  and  adult  departments,  the 
building  includes  a  kitchen,  library, 
church  school  office,  secretary’s  of¬ 
fice,  pastor’s  office,  rest  room  fa¬ 
cilities,  heating  and  air-condition¬ 
ing  equipment  room,  janitor’s  sup¬ 
ply  room,  storage  rooms  and  porte- 
cochere. 

Other  features  included  are  buf¬ 
fet  kitchens  in  the  junior  and  in¬ 
termediate  departments;  folding 
stage  in  the  fellowship  hall;  and 
sliding  glass  doors  in  the  nursery 
and  kindergarten  departments 
which  open  onto  a  lawn  area. 

Construction  on  the  building  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  some 
seven  months. 


SEPTEMBER  24,  1959 


Centennial  Service  at  Mt.  Pleasant 


The  Centennial  Service  of  Mount 
Pleasant  Church,  near  Chatham, 
La.,  was  held  July  19,  1959. 

The  welcome  and  Church  history 
was  given  by  Miss  Dello  Jordan. 
She  also  read  a  message  from  Rev. 
J.  W.  Shell  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  Rev. 
Shell,  at  one  time,  lived  in  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  community. 

Other  Church  History  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Pearle  Jordan  of  Como, 
Texas,  and  Roy  Hearne  of  Eros,  La. 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Ruston  District,  sent 
a  letter  of  greeting,  which  was  read 
by  Miss  Della  Jordan. 

Rev.  I.  L.  Yeager,  Monroe,  La., 
was  the  principal  speaker  of  the 
occasion. 

Many  of  the  decorations,  consist¬ 
ing  of  candles,  ribbons  and  flowers, 
arranged  to  represent  the  annivers¬ 
ary,  were  furnished  and  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Eula  Nation  Oversby  of  Sweet 
Water,  Texas,  Mrs.  Pearle  Carroll 
Jordan  of  Como,  Texas,  and  Mrs. 
Alto  Jordan  Robinson  of  Bastrop, 
La. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Moore,  and  Mrs.  Cur¬ 
tis  Hearne  of  Chatham,  La.,  furn¬ 
ished  a  huge  arrangement  of  ‘Glads’ 
in  honor  of  the  occasion.  Among 
others  who  donated  flowers  were 
Mrs.  George  Bowie,  Monroe,  La., 
Mrs.  E.  Fordham  and  Miss  Della 
Jordan,  both  of  Mount  Pleasant 
community. 


Among  the  activities  of  the  day 
were  instrumental  and  vocal  num¬ 
bers  by  Mr.  Works  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  and  Mrs.  David  E.  Brown  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  respectively.  Mrs. 
Brown  was  accompanied  at  the  pi¬ 
ano  by  Marshall  Head  of  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  La. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1859  by  some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  “Georgia-to-Louisiana 
Wagon  Train”  and  a  minister,  Rev. 
Oliver  Hearne,  who,  at  that  time, 
lived  in  the  community. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Church  is  one  of 
the  oldest  churches  in  the  Ruston 
District.  Among  the  living  min¬ 
isters  who  •  have  “gone  out”  from 
Mt.  Pleasant  Church  are:  Rev. 
Hardie  Carroll,  Olla,  La.,  and  Rev. 
C.  K.  Brooks,  West  Monroe,  La. 

Many  ministers  who  grew  up  in 
the  community  have  long  since 
joined,  the  larger  union  above. 
Among  them:  Rev.  Oliver  Hearne, 
Rev.  Elijah  Hearne,  and  Rev.  Henry 
Jordan. 

Many  entered  into  the  endeavor 
of  making  the  day  a  success,  among 
them  were:  C.  L.  Cox,  Edd  Thomp¬ 
son,  E.  Fordham,  Leroy  Chatham, 
John  Lee  Foster,  S.  O.  Shell,  Mrs. 
Idello  Hearne,  Mrs.  Haze  Chatham 
and  son,  Howard,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Thomp¬ 
son,.  Mrs.  Wyatt,  Mrs.  Haze  Chat¬ 
ham,  Misses  Cora  and  Della  Jordan. 


A  special  "Tower  of  Prayer"  to  symbolize  the  prayers  of  congregation 
members  leading  up  to  special  evangelism  services  at  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  was  dedicated  at  9:30  a.m.  Sunday,  September  13, 
by  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  pastor. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  nationally  known  Methodist  Evangelist  from 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  conducting  the  special  services  each  night,  September 
21  through  25,  7:30  p.m. 

Bill  Mann,  one  of  the  top  gospel  singers  of  America,  is  presenting 
special  music  at  the  evangelistic  meetings.  Mann's  lyric  tenor  voice  is 
featured  on  the  Protestant  Hour. 

The  " Tower  of  Prayer"  climaxes  a  week  of  intensive  prayer  meetings 
in  private  homes  of  congregation  members  in  preparation  for  the  services 
of  Dr.  Allen.  Members  filed  past  the  structure  and  recorded  their  prayer 
effects  with  signed  slips  of  paper  placed  in  the  "Tower." 
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WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Ml.  Magazine 

Approximately  80  members  of 
the  Mt.  Magazine  Sub-district  at¬ 
tended  the  regular  August  meeting 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Paris, 
Ark. 

Miss  JaNelle  Needham  of  Paris 
was  in  charge.  She  introduced 
Miss  Monti  Kay  Harrison  of  Paris 
and  Miss  Doris  Sikes  of  Scranton, 
who  reported  on  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Workshop,  which  they 
attended  recently  on  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

After  the  program,  Miss  Sikes, 
president  of  the  sub-district  led  the 
business  meeting.  Miss  Harrison 
gave  a  treasurer’s  report. 

The  group  retired  to  Fellowship 
Hall  for  a  recreation  program  led 
by  Miss  Linda  Bryan,  youth  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Paris  church,  after  which 
the  Paris  group  served  refresh¬ 
ments. 


Anlioch-Pacesetlers 

The  Antioch-Pacesetters  met  in 
the  Heflin  Methodist  Church  for 
their  August  meeting.  Miss  Kaye 
Ussery  took  over  the  meeting  while 
President  Cooky  Shaffer  and  Vice- 
President  Johnny  Brewer  were  in 
Indiana  attending  the  National 
Convocation  of  Methodist  Youth. 
Karon  Dee  is  publicity  chairman. 


Austin  Bethlehem 

The  August  meeting  of  the  Aus¬ 
tin  Bethlehem  Sub-district  was  held 
at  Concord.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  Bob  Moore.  Mary  Row- 
ley  led  the  group  in  singing  and 
gave  a  talk  on  the  camp  she  attend¬ 
ed. 

Pat  Clyburn,  Outreach  chairman 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  gave 
a  talk  on  the  MYFund.  Special 
numbers  were  given  by  Karen  Cap- 
erton,  Nancy  Depriest,  Bonita 
Moore,  Mary  Rowley,  Annette  and 
Pauline  Wilson. 


Rice 

The  Rice  Sub-district  held  a 
meeting  September  13,  in  Ebenezer 
at  2:30  p.m. 

The  Installation  service  for  the 
new  officers  was  held  by  the  pastor 
of  Ebenezer.  The  following  were 
installed: 

Counselor — Mrs.  Martain  Welch, 
Jr. — Crowley,  Wesley 

President — Ronald  Sarver — Eben¬ 
ezer 

Vice  President  —  Kathleen  Cun¬ 
ningham — Rayne 

Secretary  and  Reporter  —  Bonnie 
Amos — Crowley,  Wesley 

Treasurer — Stan  Hardy — Kaplan 

Publicity  Chairman — Ella  Taylor 
— Maxie 

Christian  Outreach  —  Susan  Vil- 
lert — Crowley 

Christian  Witness  —  Glenda  Hen¬ 
derson — Iota 

Christian  Citizenship  —  Paulette 
Lassigne — Rayne 

Christian  Fellowship  —  Sandra 
Rue — Crowley 

Christian  Faith — Gerold  Perry  — 
Indian  Bayou 

District  Representatives  —  Sandra 
Jeffers  —  Ebenezer;  Diane  Spell  — 
Crowley,  Wesley 

After  the  business  meeting  was 
held  everyone  enjoyed  refreshments 
in  the  recreational  center. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

Choosing  Career  Top  Problem 

Choosing  a  career  and  preparing 

for  it  stands  at  the  top  of  the  list  of 
the  most  important  problems  for 
teen-agers  in  today’s  world.  At 
least  that  is  the  report  which  comes 
from  the  results  of  a  questionnaire 
which  was  completed  by  2000  high 
school  students  in  five  counties  of 
south-eastern  Michigan.  More  guid¬ 
ance  in  such  a  choice  and  counsel¬ 
ling  for  it  were  requested  by  many 
of  the  students  in  commenting  on 
the  problem. 

Solidarity  in  the  home  was  placed 
second  in  importance  as  a  teen-age 
problem.  When  asked  to  comment 
on  this,  some  of  the  youth  made 
these  suggestions:  “Parents  should 
take  a  more  active  interest  in  their 
children’s  activities.”  “Parents  and 
children  should  talk  things  over 
more.”  “We  want  more  family- 
planned  activities  for  all  ages  in  our 
family.”  “We  don’t  want  parents  to 
be  pals,  but  parents  for  advice  and 
counseling.”  “We  want  parents  to 
be  constant  in  their  attitudes  and 
disciplines  to  us.”  “We  want  to 
make  our  own  decisions,  but  would 
like  advice.” 

In  the  area  of  developing  values 
and  ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  the 

youth  asked  for  examples  as  well 
as  ideas.  They  acknowledged  that 
their  friends  have  great  influence 
on  them  in  this  area  of  decision, 
but  “parents  and  churches  should 
help  us  develop  values  so  we  can 
properly  judge  right  and  wrong.” 

That  just  about  “lays  it  right  on 
the  line”  wouldn’t  you  say?  The 
three  problem  areas  which  youth 
recognize  as  their  most  trying  ones 
are  three  of  the  areas  of  experience 
where  the  church  and  the  home 
link  up  best.  And  they  are  precise¬ 
ly  the  areas  where  too  often  the 
home-church  cooperation  is  not  at 
its  best 

To  reverse  the  order  in  which 
teeners  feel  these  problems,  does 
not  the  answer  lie  in  providing  a 
basic  religious  orientation  to  life  for 
the  child  growing  up  in  our  homes 
and  communities — then  he  will  have 
the  basis  for  judgment  of  right  and 
wrong.  If  there  is  religious  orien¬ 
tation  in  the  home  environment  we 
can  be  certain  there  will  be  a  strong 
family  solidarity.  And  granted 
these  two  conditions,  is  there  not  a 
reasonable  hope  that  the  youth  will 
have  some  rich  resources  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  draw  on  when  he  chooses 
a  career?  To  be  sure,  he  needs  all 
the  contributions  that  education  can 
make  by  way  of  testing  and  guid¬ 
ance.  But  if  such  methods  are  ap¬ 
plied  in  a  spiritual  vacuum,  what 
assurance  is  there  that  vocational 
decisions  will  be  made  with  any 
sense  of  mission  or  any  motive  of 
service? 

Well,  teen-ager-in-search-of-voca- 
tional-investment-of-life,  let  me  as¬ 
sure  you  your  church  is  interested 
in  that  choice  far  more  than  you 
may  realize.  And  it  provides  guid¬ 
ance  and  help  which  you  should 
use.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  to 
seek  the  counsel  of  your  pastor?  If 
he  can’t  give  you  the  answers  you 
need,  he  knows  where  to  refer  you 
and  will  be  glad  indeed  to  offer  any 
possible  help.  And  parents,  he  will 
have  a  word  for  you  if  you  have 
youth  entering  the  years  of  voca- 
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YOUTH  NEWS 


Simmsport 

The  M.Y.F.  of  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Simmesport,  La.,  under 
the  leadership  of  Leo  Ehrhardt, 
cleaned  and  varnished  the  church 
sanctuary.  The  pews  were  remov¬ 
ed  and  the  entire  floor  refinished. 
Rev.  George  Sherman  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

Leo  Ehrhardt,  counselor  for  the 
M.Y.F.,  took  the  M.Y.F.  on  a  swim¬ 
ming  party  at  Marksville  on  August 
16. 


Lodges  Corner 

The  Lodges  Corner  M.Y.F.  re¬ 
cently  installed  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  in  an  impressive  candle-light 
service:  Eddie  Linnsden,  president; 
Barbara  Kennedy,  v  i  c  e-president; 
Dora  Lou  Wilson,  secretary-treas¬ 
urer;  Judy  Clark,  publicity  chair¬ 
man;  Phyliss  Clark,  Christian  Wit¬ 
ness;  Linda  Young,  Christian  Out¬ 
reach;  Frances  Parker,  Christian 
Citizenship;  Barbara  Reiley,  Chris¬ 
tian  Fellowship;  and  Barbara  Ken¬ 
nedy,  Christian  Faith. 

Following  the  regular  Sunday 
night  program,  a  prelude,  “Follow 
the  Gleam,”  by  Frances  Parker  be¬ 
gan  the  installation  service.  One 
tall  candle  represented  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  as  the  light  of  the  world. 
Members  pledged  their  best  to  their 
offices  and  rededicated  their  lives 
as  they  each  lit  a  candle  and  placed 
it  in  a  half-circle  around  the  wor¬ 
ship  center  before  the  altar. 

On  August  12-13  the  Youth  group 
had  an  overnight  Fellowship  Re¬ 
treat  at  Petit  Jean  State  Park.  Ac- 
companing  the  group  were  Mrs. 
Holland  Kennedy,  counselor,  Rev. 
Claude  Clark,  pastor,  Mrs.  Clark 
and  grandson  Joe. 


North  Baton  Rouge 

At  Camp  Istrouma,  August  14-15, 
the  Senior  M.Y.F.  of  North  Baton 
Rouge  Methodist  Church  held  a 
planning  retreat.  The  retreat  was 
attended  by  25  persons  including 
the  counselors. 

Counselors  making  the  retreat 
possible  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  W. 
Mars,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Vessier,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Harris,  Gilbert  McMurry,  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Roy  Mouser. 


Griffilhville 

The  young  people  of  Griffithville 
Methodist  Church  have  organized  a 
M.Y.F.  group  with  the  election  of 
the  following  officers:  Peggy  Allen, 
president;  Patsy  Johnson,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Dixie  Enes,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  and  Gale  Bailey,  recreational 
leader. 

Mrs.  John  Storey  was  elected  as 
counselor  of  the  newly  organized 
group.  Rev.  W.  B.  Yount  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


Ebenezer 

As  a  special  project  to  raise  mon¬ 
ey  for  a  new  floor  in  the  Ebenezer 
Methodist  Church,  the  M.Y.F.  gave 
a  Minstrel  Show.  Great  enthusiasm 
was  had  by  all  the  cast,  which  in¬ 
cluded  Earl  Booth,  Wesley  Foster, 
Mary  Linda  Foster,  Bobby  Hines, 
Robert  McDonald,  Don  Rogers, 
Janice  Rogers,  Laura  Rogers,  Susie 


tional  decision. 

Choosing  a  career  is  a  problem, 
but  today’s  church  youth  can  find 
abundant  help  in  making  the  prop¬ 
er  choice. 


Rogers,  Erastus  Wells,  Ann  White, 
and  Linda  White. 

Including  proceeds  from  the  show 
and  donations,  the  M.Y.F.  has  raised 
$225.  Plans  have  been  made  to 
give  the  Minstrel  Show  again. 


Rayville 

Under  the  direction  of  the  minis- 
ter  to  youth,  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Cloyd, 
the  summer  youth  program  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church,  Ray. 
ville,  La.,  was  concluded  with 
Youth  Activities'  Week,  August  23- 
28.  Guest  speakers  included:  Rev. 
Jack  Blakeman  of  Rayville  and 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University;  Rev.  Bob  Holladay,  as¬ 
sociate  minister,  First  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe;  and  Rev.  W.  L.  Strong,  Minis¬ 
ter  to  Youth,  Tallulah. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cloyd  met  weekly  on 
week-day  mornings  with  the  Pri¬ 
mary,  Junior  and  Intermediate 
groups  for  instruction  and  recrea¬ 
tion.  Many  week-night  activities 
for  the  young  people  were  conduct¬ 
ed. 

To  help  finance  their  summer 
program  the  youth  sponsored  car 
washes  and  cake  sales. 

One  of  their  activities  was  a  two 
day  trip  to  Shreveport  as  guests  of 
the  Mangum  Memorial  Youth  when 
they  made  a  tour  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

An  outstanding  by-product  of  the 
summer  program  was  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  Youth  Choir,  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  sing  each  Sunday  evening 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Harrell. 

Mr.  Cloyd  taught  the  Senior 
youth  class  and  Mrs.  (Martha) 
Cloyd  taught  the  second  grade  class 
in  the  Sunday  School. 

Mr.  Cloyd  presided  at  most  of  the 
worship  services  at  the  church  and 
preached  at  a  number  of  the  serv¬ 
ices.  He  also  assisted  the  pastor, 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  in  many  of  the 
pastoral  functions,  filling  the  pulpit 
and  meeting  other  responsibilities 
during  the  pastor’s  vacation. 


Carthage 

Revival  services  at  Carthage 
Methodist  Church  August  23-28 
with  Rev.  Harould  Scott  of  Dumas 
the  evangelist.  Services  were  each 
evening  at  8:00  p.m. 

Youth  activities  were  held  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  3:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
These  activities  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  counseling,  recreation,  eve¬ 
ning  meal,  and  study. 

Rev.  Mr.  Scott  was  in  charge  of 
the  hour  of  counseling.  Miss  Wan¬ 
da  Joy  Wylie  was  in  charge  of  the 
hour  of  recreation.  The  Woman’s 
Society  served  the  evening  meals. 
Rev.  Hursel  Richert,  pastor,  was  in 
charge  of  the  hour  of  study. 

Song  services  were  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Morgan  Nutt  with  Miss 
Brenda  Starks  the  pianist. 


Fayetteville 

“Getting  Ready  for  the  Count 
Down”  is  the  theme  of  the  welcom¬ 
ing  Christian  Adventure  Afternoon, 
September  27,  5:00  for  seventh, 
eighth,  and  ninth  grades  of  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville. 
Ark. 

A  supper  will  be  served  in  Wesley 
Hall  with  the  program  for  the  MYF 
until  7:30.  At  church  the  group  will 
sit  as  a  body  to  be  installed. 

A  planning  group  with  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Mrs.  Joe  Farrell  is  com¬ 
posed  of:  Mrs.  Clarence  Young. 
Mrs.  Dewey  Cooper,  Mrs.  Joe  Sla- 
ven,  Mrs.  Merrill  Green,  Mrs.  Doug¬ 
las  Dickey,  Mrs.  Wayne  White.  i 
Karen  Russell  and  Barbara  Meach- 
am. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


DISTRICTS  HOLD  SEMINARS 


1  Miss  Helen  Wilson,  of  Hot  Springs,  right,  missionary  to  Bolivia,  is 
shown  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  Proctor  Wilson,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Camden.  She  spoke  to  the  Woman's  Society  Tuesday  morning,  August  11, 
and  addressed  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Monday  night.  She  spoke  to 
the  Intermediates  at  their  Christian  Adventure  Week,  and  showed  slides 
of  her  missionary  travels. 


Louisiana  Executive 
Committee  To  Meet 

The  Mid-Year  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  will  be  held  Sept.  30,  Oct.  1, 
and  2  at  Natchitoches. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick,  Shreveport, 
president,  will  preside. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  the  Van 
luren  First  Church  met  Tuesday, 
Sept.  15,  at  the  church  for  a  morn- 
ng  coffee  served  by  circle  one,  the 
regular  meeting.  The  program  “On 
hat  Mountain  Top”  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Harvey. 


The  general  meeting  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
M  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
franklin,  La.,  was  held  Tuesday, 
Sept.  8th,  at  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  program  which  was  entitled 
A  New  Year — New  Responsibili¬ 
ties”  was  led  by  Mrs.  La  Nelle 
Mart.  The  general  theme  for  the 
programs  of  this  season  is  “There’s 
1  Light  Upon  the  Mountains.” 

A  solo  “There’s  a  Light  Upon  the 
Mountains”  was  rendered  by  Mrs. 
toyle  Coffelt.  A  prayer  was  given 
Mrs.  William  Groover.  The  mis- 
jionary  story  concerning  an  Afri- 
'an  child  was  told  by  Mrs.  Leslie 
Sonvillian.  After  the  conclusion  of 
.  Program,  the  benediction  was 
’wen  by  Mrs.  James  Ducote. 

A  business  meeting  followed,  at 
"jhich  time  the  acting  chairman, 
lrs  J.  S.  Norris,  announced  that  a 
raining  session  for  Church  School 
eachers  and  other  workers  is  to  be 
|eld  in  October.  Week  of  Prayer 
services  from  Oct.  25th-31st,  are 
JeinS  planned  by  Mrs.  S.  G.  Todd 
3IL  Spiritual  Life  Secretary. 

,  ^rs-  Robert  Brumby  reported 
■°r>cerning  a  new  committee  of 
*’nich  she  is  chairman.  It  was  de- 


New  Guild 
Organized 

A  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  has 
been  organized  at  the  Gordon  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  The 
Guild  held  its  installation  service 
by  candle-light  Sunday  evening, 
September  13,  with  each  officer 
lighting  different  colored  candles 
representing  different  offices  held. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen,  in¬ 
stalled  the  officers  and  chairmen. 
Officers  are:  president,  Mrs.  Len- 
nie  Whitaker;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Lucille  Durham;  recording  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Ruth  Stratford;  and 
treasurer,  Miss  Bobbye  Hearn. 


The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  to  go  as  a  missionary  to 
serve  an  important  psychiatric  in¬ 
stitution  overseas.  Either  a  man 
or  a  woman  will  be  acceptable. 
Professional  qualifications  are  a 
Doctor  of  Medicine  degree,  and 
certification  as  a  psychiatrist  by 
the  American  Board  of  Psychiatry 
and  Neurology.  In  addition,  the 
person  selected  should  have  “a  deep 
commitment  to  the  cause  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions,  and  a  warm  Chris¬ 
tian  experience.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation,  write  Harold  N.  Brewster, 
M.D.,  medical  secretary,  Board  of 
Missions,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.Y. 


cided  that  a  book  for  memorials 
would  be  purchased  and  dedicated 
to  all  deceased  W.  S.  C.  S.  members. 
In  the  future  a  gift  of  money  will 
be  given  by  the  Society  in  memory 
of  each  member  who  passes  away. 
A  page  in  the  book  will  be  inscribed 
as  a  memorial  to  her.  The  gifts  will 
be  used  for  current  projects. 


Jonesboro 

The  Jonesboro  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  met  at 
the  Dell  Methodist  Church  on  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1959  for  the  annual  edu¬ 
cational  seminar.  Mrs.  L.  N.  Hagler, 
District  Secretary  of  Missionary 
Education,  was  in  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  “To  Kindle . A  Grow¬ 

ing  Light”  was  the  theme  of  the 
seminar  with  the  theme  hymn  be¬ 
ing  “How  Beauteous  were  The 
Mtarks  Divine.” 

Mrs.  Elmus  Brown,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Education, 
gave  the  opening  devotional. 

The  approved  studies  for  the 
coming  year  were  introduced  by  the 
following:  “The  United  Nations  on 
World  Affairs”  —  Mrs.  Roland 
Hughes;  Africa  —  Mrs.  James 
Blankenship;  Program  and  Worship 
—  Mrs.  Ray  Worthington;  “The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country”  —  Mrs.  Harper  Oates; 
“The  Gospel  of  Luke”  —  Mrs.  John 
Balton. 

The  offering  taken  is  to  be  used 
to  promote  Career  Week-end  for 
young  people  of  the  district  to  be 
held  at  Blytheville  First  Church, 
September  19-20. 

Mrs.  Robert  Holt,  District  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Spiritual  Life,  gave  the  clos¬ 
ing  devotional. 


New  Orleans 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  New  Orleans  District 
held  their  15th  Annual  Seminar  at 
the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist 
Church  on  September  16th  at  9  AM. 

Director  of  the  Seminar  was  Mrs. 
Howard  Daughenbaugh,  District 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Education. 
Theme  of  the  program:  “To  Kindle 
a  Growing  Light,”  “Lift  up  your 
eyes  and  look  on  the  fields;  for  they 
are  white  already  to  harvest.”  John 
4:35. 

The  Seminar  was  called  to  order 
by  Mrs.  Carl  Gallaher,  District 
President. 

The  following  Approved  Studies 
for  1959-60  were  given:  Class  and 
Workshop  —  “The  Role  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  in  World  Affairs”  by 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Whitaker.  Home  Mission 
Study  —  “The  Church’s  Mission  in 
Town  and  Country”  by  Mrs.  Edgar 
Cayard.  Foreign  Mission  Study  — 
“The  Way  in  Africa”  by  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Wade:  Class  and  Workshop  —  “The 
Gospel  of  Luke”  by  Mrs.  Clyde 
Frazier. 

A  class  and  workshop  for  chil¬ 
dren’s  studies  was  in  session  for  all 
local  Secretaries  of  Children’s  Work 
under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  V.  W. 
Cothren,  District  Secretary  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work. 


Camden 

The  Camden  District  Seminar  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  met  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Magnolia,  Sept.  10,  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  reg¬ 
istered.  Rev.  Ray  Hozendorf,  pastor 
of  host  church  opened  the  meeting 
with  prayer.  The  group  sang  open¬ 
ing  hymn,  O,  Jesus  Master;  with 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Moore  at  organ.  Mrs. 
J.  F.  McKinnon,  District.  Pres.,  pre¬ 
siding.  Rev.  George  Tanner,  Direc¬ 


tor  Wesley  Foundation  Southern 
State  College,  gave  the  rfiorning 
devotional. 

Mrs.  Glen  Martel  gave  the  pre¬ 
view  of  Mission  Studies  for  the 
year.  A  skit,  “Oh  Yes  you  can  have 
Mission  Studies  in  your  society,” 
given  by  Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch,  Mrs. 
Tom  Connelly  and  Mrs.  Tom  Kirk¬ 
patrick. 

The  Church-wide  Study,  “Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Around  the  World,” 
Rev.  Hozendorf.  The  Worship  and 
Program  material,  “There’s  a  Light 
upon  the  Mountain”  and  need  for 
program  planning  presented  by: 
Mrs.  Carl  Ross,  Mrs.  Ben  Russell, 
Mrs.  J.  G.  .Simpson,  Mrs.  Harry 
Wadsworth,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Sanderson. 

A  panel  discussion  on,  “The  Role 
of  the  United  Nations  in  World  Af¬ 
fairs;”  Mrs.  J.  F.  McKinnon,  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Shaddock  and  Miss  Ada  Akin. 

Africa,  the  foreign  mission  study 
for  year,  was  presented  by  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Williams,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Self  thru 
a  skit  on  One  day  in  Africa. 

Mrs.  Allie  Cupp  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Miller  presented  the  materials 
available  for  the  study.  The  med¬ 
itation  given  by  Miss  Mary  Joyce 
Horton,  Mrs.  Fred  Atkinson,  Jr., 
and  Mrs.  G.  V.  Baker. 

The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town 
and  Country,  home  study,  given  by 
Rev.  James  E.  Major,  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  this  work. 

Luke’s  Portrait  of  Christ  was  giv¬ 
en  in  panel  discussion  entitled,  Je¬ 
sus  Prayer  Life  and  Mine,  by  Mrs. 
Kerry  J.  Morris,  Mrs.  John  G.  Rick¬ 
ey,  Mrs.  Ada  Stewart  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Griswell.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale  gave  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  study  and  ma¬ 
terials  available  for  this  study. 

Lunch  was  served  by  Society  of 
church,  Rev.  M.  W.  Miller  voiced 
the  Blessing.  Prayer  of  Benedic¬ 
tion  given  by  Mrs.  Floyd  Babel. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Proffitt  was  in  charge  of 
sale  of  literature  throughout  the 
day. 


Dressed  in  an  African  costume, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber  prepares  to  teach 
the  Study  on  Africa  for  the  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  at  As- 
bury  in  Lafayette.  Mrs.  Reber  spent 
some  time  visiting  in  Africa  last 
year,  so  she  has  been  able  to  prepare 
the  course  from  a  first-hand  experi¬ 
ence. 


EPTEMBER  24,  1959 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


La.  Convocation  To 
Be  Held  by  Board 
Of  Education 

A  Conference-Wide  Convocation, 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  will  be 
held  for  all  eight  district  staffs,  Oc¬ 
tober  19-20,  at  Camp  Brewer.  Those 
expected  to  attend  are  all  district 
directors  of  Adults,  Youth,  Chil¬ 
dren,  General  Church  School  Work, 
and  Camping. 

The  first  meeting  will  be  at  2:00 
p.m.,  Monday,  October  19.  The  first 
meal  will  be  at  6:00  p.m.  The  meet¬ 
ing  will  close  with  the  noon  meal, 
Tuesday,  October  20.  All  expenses 
will  be  paid  for  each  staff  member. 

Three  types  of  meetings  will  be 
conducted:  all  together  sessions  for 
discussion  of  general  trends;  age 
group  councils  for  program  plan¬ 
ning;  and  district  staff  meetings  for 
setting  up  the  district  program. 

Resource  leaders  will  be:  Miss 
Aileen  Sanborn,  Nashville,  Tennes¬ 
see;  Rev.  Richard  Murray,  director 
of  Adult  Work,  Texas  Conference; 
the  conference  staff;  the  district 
superintendents;  and  others. 


N.A.  Conf.  Nates — 

Another  First  in 
Training  Work 

By  Ira  A-  Brumley 

The  North  Little  Rock  Training 
School  will  for  the  first  time  this 
year,  November  8-12,  have  Lab.- 
Observation  for  each  department 
through  Senior  Department.  As 
far  as  we  know  no  such  program 
has  been  attempted  in  any  church 
in  Arkansas. 

We  have  secured  an  excellent 
staff  of  leaders  to  direct  this  pro¬ 
gram.  Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson  of 
Lakewood  Church  will  be  the  di¬ 
rector  and  will  lead  the  Junior 
High  leaders.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Monday 
of  Little  Rock  will  direct  the  Nurs¬ 
ery  leaders.  Kindergarten  workers 
will  be  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Walter  Kindley  of  Jonesboro. 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Sanders  of  Washington 
Ave.  Church  will  lead  the  Primary 
workers.  The  Junior  Workers  will 
be  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Delbert  W.  Hill  of  Evansville,  Ind. 
Dr.  James  S.  Upton  of  Conway  will 
direct  the  Senior  leaders. 

Mrs.  Hill  will  also  teach  each 
morning,  Monday  through  Friday, 
the  course  on  The  Use  of  the  Bible 
with  Children. 

The  Nursery  and  Kindergarten 
leaders  will  have  their  classes  each 
morning,  Monday  through  Thurs¬ 
day,  but  will  meet  at  the  same 
schedule  of  the  other  classes  of  the 
school  on  Sunday,  November  8. 

A  number  of  general  courses  are 
being  planned  for  the  school  and 
will  be  announced  soon. 

This  school  should  be  a  real  chal¬ 
lenge  to  all  church  leaders  in  North 
Little  Rock  area. 

Plans  are  being  worked  out  for 
the  enrollment  of  workers  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Lab. -Observation  pro¬ 
gram.  The  children  and  youth  are 


You  Can  Save  Lives 
By  Saving  Stamps 

Miss  Joana  Dean,  secretary  to 
Dr.  Roy  Fawcett,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  is  sav¬ 
ing  stamps  to  save  lives.  Miss 
Dean  is  saving  these  stamps  to 
provide  food  for  hungry  children 
in  other  lands  through  the  United 
Church  Overseas  Relief.  100  of 
some  of  the  following  stamps 
will  deliver  1750  cups  of  milk. 
Stamps  which  can  be  used: 
Commemorative  or  Memorial 
stamps;  Special  Delivery  stamps; 
Air  Mail  stamps  (except  small 
6c  reds);  Foreign  stamps;  any 
stamp  5c  and  over;  and  special 
lc,  2c,  3c  or  4c  stamps.  Stamps 
which  cannot  be  used:  common 
lc,  2c,  3c  and  4c  stamps;  com¬ 
mon,  small  7c  Air  Mail  stamps; 
and  metered  postage. 

“Any  person,  group,  or  church 
may  make  stamp-lives  saving  a 
personal  project,”  Miss  Dean 
said.  Stamps  may  be  sent  to 
United  Church  Overseas  Relief, 
Council  of  Churches,  2005  5th 
Avenue,  Seattle  1,  Washington. 

Stamps  should  be  prepared  in 
the  following  manner:  leave 
stamp  glued  to  paper;  cut  or  tear 
corner  from  envelope,  leaving 
narrow  rim  of  paper  around 
stamp;  be  very  careful  not,  to 
cut,  tear,  or  injure  stamps. 
Stamps  cannot  be  used  if  even 
one  perforation  point  is  missing. 


to  be  enrolled  from  Gardner  Me¬ 
morial  Church,  where  the  school  is 
to  be  held,  but  the  workers  will 
come  from  all  the  churches,  each 
church  being  offered  a  quota  for 
each  of  the  six  units.  Quotas  not 
taken  will  be  given  to  other  church¬ 
es  asking  for  additional  quota. 

The  course  on  Use  of  the  Bible 
with  Children  will  be  open  to  any 
person  over  seventeen  years  of  age 
who  desires  to  be  in  the  course. 

Watch  for  additional  announce¬ 
ments  concerning  the  school,  espe¬ 
cially  the  general  units. 

Christian  Education  Institutes 
Being  Held 

We  have  already  had  two  of  the 
area  institutes  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  at  the  time  these  materials  are 
being  written:  Conway  and  Bates- 
ville.  If  the  attendance  on  these 
meetings  indicate  the  trend  we 
should  have  about  six  hundred  per¬ 
sons  as  a  total  attendance  for  the 
first  week.  Forrest  City  and  Jones¬ 
boro  meetings  are  to  be  held  this 
week. 

Three  other  meetings  are  to  be 
held  the  last  of  September:  Ft. 
Smith,  September  28,  Ft.  Smith, 
First  Church;  Fayetteville  District 
at  Springdale,  First  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  and  Harrison,  First 
Church,  September  30. 

These  annual  meetings  are  held 
to  give  as  much  help  as  possible  for 
the  church  school  workers  as  they 


Shreveport  Dist. 
Holds  Missionary 
Workshop,  Sept.  11 

The  first  Missionary  Workshop 
for  Children’s  work  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District  was  held  at  the  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  on 
September  11  from  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

The  two  courses  taught  were, 
“Africa”  and  “The  Church’s  Mission 
in  Town  and  Country.”  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Smith  and  Mrs.  James  Marsalis,  re¬ 
spectively,  conducted  classes  for  the 
Primary  age  level  and  Mrs.  Jerri 
Rasch  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay  led 
the  Junior  Department. 

Preliminaries  and  informal  hour 
were  held  from  7:30  to  8:00  during 
which  time  text  books  were  sold. 
Classes  were  from  8  to  9  p.m.  with 
thirty  minutes  being  devoted  to 
each  course. 

The  Workshop  is  sponsored  by 
the  Shreveport  District  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 


prepare  to  begin  the  new  church 
school  year. 

The  following  persons  are  leading 
groups  in  the  district  meeting  this 
week:  Nursery,  Miss  Evelyn  Briant 
of  Hope,  Arkansas;  Rev.  James 
Beal  of  Conway,  Rev.  James  Mea¬ 
dors  of  West  Helena,  and  Rev.  Joe 
Black  of  Jonesboro,  leaders  of  sen¬ 
ior  and  older  youth  workers;  Rev. 
Worth  W.  Gibson  and  Rev.  Pryor 
Cruce  of  North  Little  Rock,  Rev. 
William  Wilder  of  Heber  Springs, 
and  Rev.  Ben  F.  Jordan  of  Jones¬ 
boro,  leaders  of  Junior  High  work¬ 
ers;  Rev.  Bob  Edwards  of  No.  Little 
Rock,  Rev.  William  Stewart  of  Wal¬ 
nut  Ridge,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Mixon 
of  Marianna,  leaders  of  Junior 
workers;  Mrs.  W.  T.  Sanders  of 
North  Little  Rock  and  Mrs.  William 
Stewart  of  Walnut  Ridge,  leaders 
of  Primary  Workers;  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Monday  of  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  Leota 
Kruger  of  Searcy,  Mrs.  James  M. 
Meadors  of  West  Helena,  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Kaylor  of  Widener,  Mrs.  Walter 
Lindley  of  Jonesboro,  and  Mrs.  N. 
Lee  Cate  of  Osceola,  leaders  of 
Kindergarten  workers;  Rev.  George 
Meyer  of  Russellville,  Rev.  A.  C. 
Brannon  of  Marion,  Rev.  Earl  Car¬ 
ter  of  Leach ville,  Rev.  Vernon  Pay- 
singer  of  Hoxie,  Mr.  Chas.  Mabry 
of  Batesville,  leaders  of  Adult  work¬ 
ers.  The  Executive  Secretary  and 
District  Superintendents:  Rev.  H. 
O.  Eggensperger,  Dr.  Paul  M. 
Bumpers,  Rev.  Raymond  L.  Franks, 
Rev.  A.  N.  Storey,  and  Rev.  L.  M. 
Conyers,  meet  with  the  general 
church  school  workers. 

Older  Adults  Plan 
Fall  Reunion 

The  Older  Adults  of  the  Monroe 
and  Ruston  Districts  will  have  their 
annual  Fall  Reunion  at  Camp  Ala¬ 
bama  on  Thursday,  October  1  from 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  All  Older  Adults 
of  the  two  districts  together  with 
their  pastors  and  others  that  they 


Alcohol  Education 
Workshops  Planned 
For  La.  Ministers 

The  Board  of  Temperance  of  th 
Louisiana  Conference  is  sponsor® 
a  series  of  four  alcohol  educatio 
'workshops  for  ministers.  They  sha 
be  held  as  follows:  ' 

New  Orleans,  Carrollton  Methoi 
ist  Church,  Monday,  October  I2t| 
1:00-4:00  p.m.,  New  Orleans-Bato 

Rouge  Districts. 

Lake  Charles,  First  Methodis 
Church,  Wednesday,  October  l-ltl 
9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m.,  Lake  Charle: 
Lafayette  Districts. 

Monroe,  St.  Paul’s  Methodis 
Church,  Thursday,  October  15tl 
9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m.,  Monroe-Alexai 
dria  Districts. 

Shreveport,  Broadmoor  Method 
ist  Church,  Friday,  October  16tl 
9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m.,  Shreveport-Ru: 
ton  Districts. 

Last  year  the  Board  of  Temper 
ance  had  Dr.  Tom  Ship  tour  th 
state  in  a  similar  series  of  work 
shops.  The  emphasis  this  year  wi 
be  on  the  family.  For  this  reasoi 
an  expert  in  the  field  of  persona 
and  family  counseling,  Dr.  Arthu 
Foster,  Professor  of  Personal  Coun 
seling,  Vanderbilt  School  of  Theol 
ogy,  will  lead  the  workshops.  Di 
Foster  has  very  much  to  share, 
day  spent  with  him  will  be  an  in 
spiration  and  challenge  to  all  min 
isters. 

Annual  Training 
Institute  To  Be  i 
Held  Oct.  20-22 

Ministers  and  Church  School  Su 
perintendents  of  Methodist  Church 
es  North  of  Shreveport  met  at  thi 
Gilliam  Methodist  Church  to  plai 
the  Annual  Training  Institute  fo 
the  Church  School  teachers  am 
workers.  Churches  represented  wen 
the  Gilliam,  Belcher,  Hosston,  Ida 
Rodessa,  and  Vivian  Methodis 
Church. 

.  The  Dean  of  the  Institute  will  bi 
Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown,  pastor  of  th< 
Vivian  Methodist  Church.  The  In 
stitute  will  be  held  at  the  Hosstoi 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  John  Gieck 
pastor;  the  nights  of  October  20-22 
1959. 


may  want  to  bring  with  them  ar< 
invited.  Bring  a  covered  dish  i°‘ 
the  noon  meal. 

The  program  will  be  under  th< 
direction  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie 
District  director  of  Adult  work  b 
the  Monroe  District,  Rev.  Merlin  w 
Merrill,  Ruston  District  director  0 
Adult  Work  and  Rev.  Ralph  Can 
who  has  for  a  number  of  years  dv 
rected  the  Bi-District  Camp.  ^eV 
George  Harbuck,  district  superin 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  Wl1 
be  the  speaker  for  the  plattan5 
hour. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  MARTIN  HEBERT 

\The  Martin  Heberts  Observe  Their 
\61st  Wedding  Anniversary  at  Home 

By  Mrs.  Tom  Taylor 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Hebert,  former  residents  of  Cameron  Parish, 
(recently  celebrated  their  81st  wedding  anniversary  at  their  home  on  Lake 
street  in  Lake  Charles.  They  were  married  in  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Grand  Lake  on  July  18,  1898.  Rev.  R.  P.  Howell  and  Rev.  Asbury  Wilkin- 
json  officiated  at  the  ceremony. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hebert  was  born  at  Bell 
I  City,  in  Calcasieu  Parish,  in  1874, 
land  his  parents  moved  to  Sweet 
I  Lake  when  he  was  about  9  years 
lot  age.  Their  old  home  is  now 
I  owned  and  occupied  by  his  brother, 

|Eraste  (Tumpy)  Hebert  Jr. 

Mr.  Hebert  was  licensed  to  preach 
I  in  May,  1897  at  Jeanerette,  La.  For 
[about  ten  years  he  traveled  on 
[horseback  carrying  his  Bible,  hym- 
[nal  and  discipline  in  saddlebags  aft- 
|er  the  order  of  the  ancient  Metho- 
Idist  circuit  rider.  He  spent  almost 
[half  of  his  ministry  before  he  ever 
[saw  an  automobile.  There  were 
[scarcely  any  roads  at  that  time,  and 
I  no  bridges  over  the  rivers  or  bay- 
]ous,  nevertheless,  this  pioneer 
[preacher,  with  courage  born  of  a 
[sense  of  mission,  faithfully  contin¬ 
ued  his  ministry,  blazing  a  trail  of 
[righteousness  into  the  hearts  and 
[homes  of  the  people. 

His  first  assignment  was  called 
[The  French  Mission  and  covered  a 
[territory  as  wide  as  half  of  the  state 
i°f  Louisiana.  He  had  preaching  in 
[the  parishes  of  LaFourche,  Terre¬ 
bonne,  St.  Mary,  Iberia,  Vermilion, 
and  St.  Martinville,  Cameron,  Cal¬ 
casieu,  and  Lafayette. 

Mr.  Hebert  served  in  the  French 
Mission  field  for  twenty-five  years 
[and  left  organized  churches  in  most 
[of  the  above  territory.  He  rectruit- 
ed  eight  preachers  and  built  several 
[churches.  His  recruits  came  mostly 
jhom  the  rural  sections  and  served 
greatly  to  strengthen  urban  church- 
es-  His  last  two  appointments  in 
the  French  Mission  work  were 
Serving  three  years  as  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Houma  district, 
after  which  he  was  conference 
evangelist  for  three  years  and  held 
Revival  meetings  all  over  Louisiana. 

in  addition  to  his  busy  pastoral 
jvvork,  he  managed  to  sandwich  in, 

[time,  in  the  early  years  of  his  min- 
I'stral  work,  to  serve  about  four 
Tears  as  Chaplain  at  the  State  Pen¬ 
itentiary  Farm  then  located  at  Hope 
'antation  near  New  Iberia. 

He  later  served  several  years  in 
M.C.A.  service  during  World  War 
being  stationed  at  Gerstner  Field 
|  n  Lake  Charles,  and  was  due  to  go 


overseas  when  the  Armistice  was 
signed. 

He  has  given  sixty  years  of  his 
life  to  the  ministry  and  is  now  pas¬ 
tor-emeritus  of  the  Fairview  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  For  his  many  years 
of  service  he  feels  well  rewarded, 
not  monetary  returns,  you  can  be 
sure,  but  in  the  riches  of  the  spirit, 
in  the  knowledge  that  he  has  helped 
to  bring  newness  of  life  to  others, 
and  to  spread  the  message  of  the 
love  of  God. 

Mrs.  Hebert  was  born  June  9, 
1877  in  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa,  and 
moved  south  in  1893.  She  was  a 
teacher  for  several  years  in  the 
Hayes,  Grand  Chenier,  and  John¬ 
son  Bayou  schools.  Mrs.  Hebert  has 
been  a  wonderful  helpmate  to  her 
preacher  husband  all  of  these  many 
years,  and  is  now  reaping  with  him, 
for  their  loyal  service,  the  rich  re¬ 
ward  of  Peace  and  Contentment. 

The  Heberts  have  six  living  chil¬ 
dren:  Lee  Beverly  Hebert  of  Brus¬ 
sels,  Belgium;  Mrs.  James  A.  Car¬ 
lin  of  Mont  Belvieu,  Texas;  Martin 
Hebert  Jr.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and 
Mrs.  Vera  Pullium,  Miss  Fern  He¬ 
bert,  and  Guy  Kingsbury  Hebert, 
all  of  Lake  Charles.  They  have  ten 
grandchildren  and  three  great¬ 
grandchildren. 


Pine  Ridge  Homecoming 

The  Annual  Homecoming  of  the 
Pine  Ridge  Methodist  church  near 
Kentwood,  La.,  has  been  set  on  Oc¬ 
tober  4,  1959,  according  to  Rev. 
Minns  S.  Robertson,  Pastor. 

The  worship  service  at  11:00  A.M. 
will  feature  a  former  pastor  and  be 
a  memorial  service  to  those  who 
have  died  since  the  last  homecom¬ 
ing. 

The  program  will  be  concluded 
with  dinner  on  the  grounds.  All 
members,  former  members,  and 
friends  of  the  church  are  invited. 
Mrs.  Charlie  Watson  is  in  charge  of 
arrangements.  Mrs.  Martin  Brum¬ 
field  is  in  charge  of  the  publicity 
and  promotion.  Rev.  Minns  S.  Rob¬ 
ertson  is  the  pastor. 


[September  24, 1959 


Ruston  District 
Ministers’  Retreat 
Is  Sept.  28-29 

The  Ruston  District  will  hold  its 
third  annual  Ministers’  Retreat  at 
Caney  Lake  Camp  on  September 
28-29.  Registration  will  be  held 
Monday,  September  28  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  retreat  will  begin  at  10:00 
a.m.,  with  a  devotional  by  Rev. 
David  Corley.  At  3:00  p.m.  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Counseling  and  the  Ministry,” 
will  be  given  by  Rev.  Ralph  Cain, 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  and  Dr.  Virgil 
Morris. 

After  the  evening  meal,  a  talk, 
“The  Layman  and  his  Pastor,”  will 
be  given  by  Henry  Galloway  of  Ar¬ 
cadia. 

On  Tuesday  preceding  breakfast, 
a  devotional  will  be  led  by  Ladel 
Futch  at  7:30  a.m.,  then  at  9:00  a.m., 
“The  Town  and  Country  Church” 
will  be  presented  by  Rev.  Paul  Cas- 
sels,  Rev.  Brady  Foreman,  and  Rev. 
Glen  Rorie.  The  retreat  will  close 
on  Tuesday  after  the  noon  lunch¬ 
eon. 

Each  minister  is  asked  to  bring 
his  own  bed  linens,  pillow,  towel, 
etc. 


“We  are  convinced  that  in  our 
day  and  generation  our  greatest 
human  tragedy  is  that  of  the  ref¬ 
ugee — homeless  people  all  around 
the  world,”  say  the  presidents  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
“The  refugee  and  his  family  have, 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Sept.  27  Church  School  Rally  Day 
Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education 
Week 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-Year  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting, 
Natchitoches 

Oct.  4  World  Wide  Communion. 

Church  School  Year  Begins 
Oct.  11  Methodist  Children’s  Home- 
Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 

Oct.  12,  134)Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 
Oct.  18  Laymen’s  Day 
Oct.  19-20  Conference  and  District 
Staffs  of  Christian  Education, 
Camp  Brewer 

Oct.  20-21  Stewardship  Workshop,  Still¬ 
water,  Okla. 

Oct.  20-22  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
(Evangelism),  Camp  Brewer 
Oct.  23  New  Orleans  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub- 
lication. _ _ _ 


for  more  than  a  decade,  been  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  our  confession  and  com¬ 
passion  and  must  be  a  first  call  on 
the  ministry  of  those  whose  Lord 
‘had  nowhere  to  lay  his  head.’  We 
believe  that,  within  the  limit  of 
our  resources,  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  has  answered  this  call 
unremittingly  and  consistently,  and 
we  express  our  gratitude  to  our 
member  churches  who  have  made 
this  possible.  Our  ministry  has  not 
been  motivated  because  all  the  ref¬ 
ugees  belong  to  our  member  church¬ 
es — indeed  most  of  them  do  not.  We 
do  it  because  Christ  compels  us.” 


On  Sunday  morning,  September  6,  in  the  Wisner  Methodist  Church, 
Miss  Alice  Ruth  Herrington,  at  right,  organist  of  the  church  for  the  last  five 
years,  was  recognized  for  the  wonderful  job  she  has  done.  She  was  presented 
with  a  very  attractive  train  case.  •  Miss  Dorothy  Roach,  at  left,  minister  of 
music  and  choir  director  at  the  Wisner  church  made  the  award.  Miss  Roach 
said,  "We  are  very  proud  of  Alice  Ruth,  her  talents,  and  her  faithfulness, 
as  well  as  her  dedication  to  God.  This  small  gift  can  not  begin  to  express 
all  our  appreciation  of  her  help  and  support.  We  wish  her  every  success 
and  happiness  in  her  future  work." 

Miss  Herrington  has  been  organist,  assistant  choir  director  and  director 
of  the  Junior  Choir  at  Wisner,  as  well  as  active  in  the  MYF.  She  is  enter¬ 
ing  Centenary  College  this  fall  for  further  study  toward  possible  full  time 
service  in  religious  music. 

Miss  Roach  was  presented  her  Minister  of  Music  certificate  at  the 
annual  conference  in  May.  She  has  served  as  choir  director  for  several  years 
as  well  as  MYF  counselor  and  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Worship. 
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New  UNICEF 
Materials  are 
Now  Available 

The  U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF, 
the  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund, 
announces  the  availability  of  new 
materials  of  interest  to  UNICEF 
supporters  for  the  approaching 
Halloween  season  and  throughout 
the  year.  These  include  a  set  of  30 
colored  slides  depicting  the  work 
of  UNICEF  around  the  world.  Ac¬ 
companying  speakers’  notes  pro¬ 
vide  basic  facts  about  the  Childrens’ 
Fund  and  describe  disease  control, 
nutrition,  and  maternal  and  child 
health  programs  currently  being  as¬ 
sisted  in  over  100  countries.  The 
set,  titled  “The  UNICEF  Story,” 
can  be  ordered  after  September  15 
from  the  U.  S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF,  United  Nations,  N.-  Y.,  at 
$5.00  per  set. 

Available  at  no  charge  to  speak¬ 
ers  on  UNICEF  and  UNICEF  Com¬ 
mittees  is  a  new  guide  titled  “In¬ 
formation  for  Speakers.”  Contents 
include  the  history  of  and  basic 
facts  about  UNICEF;  types  of  pro¬ 
grams  aided;  figures  on  what 
UNICEF  dollars  can  do;  human  in¬ 
terest  stories  and  answers  to  most 
frequently  asked  questions. 

A  youthful,  colorful  play  which 
was  successfully  performed  last 
spring  by  elementary  school  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  U.  S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF’s  annual  meeting  at  the 
United  Nations  has  now  become 
available  for  public  performance. 
Entitled  “Brotherhood,”  it  relates  a 
young  American’s  trip  to  UNICEF- 
aided  projects  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  It  is  effective  and  easy 
to  produce.  (Price,  $1.00). 

The  popularity  of  Robert  L.  Heii- 
broner’s  “Mankind’s  Children — The 
Story  of  UNICEF,”  is  still  on  the 
increase.  This  comprehensive  study 
is  published  by  the  Public  Affairs 
Committee,  22  East  38th  Street, 
New  York  16,  N.  Y.,  and  priced  at 
25c.  There  is  a  discount  on  bulk 
orders  and  it  can  be  ordered  from 
either  the  publisher  or  the  U.  S. 
Committee  for  UNICEF. 


One  in  Five  Films 
Is  for  Church  Use 

One-fifth  of  all  new  motion  pic¬ 
tures,  filmstrips  and  other  audio¬ 
visual  media  released  during  the 
past  year  were  produced  primarily 
for  church  and  church  school  use, 
according  to  the  34th  Annual  Blue 
Book  of  Audiovisual  Materials.  Of 
the  2,093  titles  listed.  415  come  un¬ 
der  the  heading  of  religion  and 
ethics. 


Solid  Oak  Pews 
FOR  SALE 

Eighteen  solid  Oak  pews,  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  12  nine  foot 
pews;  2  eight  foot  pews;  and  4 
six  foot  pews.  Pews  are  of  a 
straight  line  construction  with  a 
form-fitting  seat.  Interested  per¬ 
sons  should  contact: 

Rev.  M.  L.  Edringlon 
Hardy  Methodist  Church 
Hardy,  Arkansas 

or 

Mrs.  Joe  Neff  Basore 
Cherokee  Village 
Hardy,  Arkansas 


Technology  Described  as 
"Tough”  for  Modern  Family 

Technological  changes  are  making  things  tough  for  the  modern  Ameri¬ 
can  family  in  ways  few  people  suspect,  a  Methodist  minister  from  the  in¬ 
dustrial  city  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  told  150  Methodist  women  July  24  at 
Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

For  instance,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Edward  Carothers,  pastor  of  Schenec¬ 
tady’s  First  Methodist  Church,  consider  these  problems:  • 

The  guilt  feelings  of  people  who  believe  they  should  care  for  their  aged 
parents  but  don’t  really  want  to; 

The  frustration  of  the  young  mother  who  has  labor-saving  gadgets 


galore  but  is  cooped  up  all  day  with 

The  strain  on  marital  loyalty  re¬ 
sulting  from  the  husband  spending 
more  time  in  business  contact  with 
women  associates  than  he  does  at 
home  with  his  wife; 

The  drain  on  church  attendance 
caused  by  the  rush  of  people  to 
technologically  -  produced  amuse¬ 
ments  on  Sunday  morning. 

Each  of  these  problems  and  many 
more  are  the  by-products  of  the 
technological  advances  of  recent 
years.  Dr.  Carothers  said.  He  spoke 
on  “Technology  and  the  Family”  at 
the  National  Seminar  on  Christian 
Social  Relations  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions. 

It  would  be  foolish  to  say  the 
long-range  fruits  of  technology  are 
bad,  Dr.  Carothers  said,  but  the  im¬ 
pact  of  technology  has  hit  the  fam¬ 
ily  with  a  social  and  economic  vio¬ 
lence  which  is  literally  terrifying 
in  its  threats  and  promises. 

“Through  technical  advances  in 
medical  care,  the  family  members 
are  spared  the  agony  of  disabling 
illness  and  premature  death,”  he 
said.  “However,  the  lives  of  some 
of  the  members  are  prolonged  into 
the  ‘needless  years’  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  burden  of  the  aged  parent 
living  in  the  home  or  depending 
upon  the  children  for  support 
drains  away  the  sense  of  purpose 
and  the  desire  to  be  socially  re¬ 
sponsible. 

“The  problem  of  the  aged  is  only 
now  beginning  to  confront  us,  and 
the  family  in  this  country  is  not 
prepared  for  the  difficulties  which 
will  stare  it  in  the  face  in  a  few 
short  years.  Our  ability  to  keep 
people  alive  long  after  they  have 
lost  their  capacity  for  any  degree 
of  normal  living  is  posing  prob¬ 
lems  for  the  family  which  are  not 
being  faced. 

“The  middle-aged  couple  which 
may  still  be  paying  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  their  children  can  hardly 
support  one  or  two  aged  and  sick 
parents.  Perhaps  it  could  have 
been  done  on  a  farm,  but  it  can’t 
be  done  in  the  urban  situation. 
Young  people  feel  guilty  because 
they  are  not  helping  with  the  care 
of  their  grandparents  who  may  or 
may  not  be  in  an  institution.  Any¬ 
one  who  thinks  this  is  not  a  prob¬ 
lem  of  our  technological  society 
should  consult  the  pastors  whose 
parishioners  would  sooner  be  caught 
in  crime  than  openly  admit  the 
wounds  being  inflicted  on  then- 
family  life  by  aged  people.” 

Technological  progress  has 
brought  families  to  the  point  that 
hardly  anyone  has  leisure  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  machines  surround 
us  and  do  our  work,  Dr.  Carothers 
said. 

“Consider  the  young  mother  at 
home  with  her  brood,”  he  said.  “She 
has  a  washer,  a  Hi-Fi,  a  TV,  a  toast¬ 
er  and  a  freezer.  The  supermarket 
sells  her  anything  she  needs  and 
she  usually  has  the  cash  to  buy  it. 
Yet  she  complains  that  she  is  never 


houseful  of  pre-school  children; 


free  of  her  children  and  life,  for 
her,  is  an  endless  strain. 

“As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  is  tell¬ 
ing  the  truth.  She  cannot  hire  any¬ 
one  to  take  over  her  housework  for 
a  few  hours  or  a  day.  She  cannot 
leave  her  children  with  her  parents 
or  her  sister  while  she  enjoys  a  few 
hours  away  from  them.  The  con¬ 
temporary  mother  is  confined  to 
the  care  of  pre-school  children  in 
spite  of  her  machinery.  Technology 
has  taken  us  apart  and  placed  us 
in  the  machine  household,  where 
we  are  self-dependent  in  such  a 
measure  that  we  lose  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  depending  on  others  and 
having  them  depend  on  us.” 

Bi^t,  Dr.  Carothers  asked,  what 
about  the  husband  who  goes  off 
each  day  to  a  mysterious  place 
called  work,  increasingly  a  place 
his  wife  and  children  have  never 
visited. 

“Wherever  husbands  work,”  he 
said,  “they  are  increasingly  at  work 
with  women,  and  this  is  because 
technology  makes  it  possible.  The 
family  is  subjected  to  more  strains 
than  we  have  been  willing  to  admit 
simply  because  men  and  women 
who  are  not  married  to  each  other 
are  thrown  together  in  situations  of 
sustained  association. 

“And  what  happens  when  the 
husband  (or  it  could  be  a  wife) 
comes  home  from  work  to  pick  up 
the  threads  of  family  life  at  the 
end  of  a  technological  day.  The 
housewife  is  fragmented  by  a  long 
day  with  pre-school  children,  and 
the  husband  is  fragmented  by  a 
long  day  of  pressures-  coming  from 
impersonal  sources.  Does  either 
mate  feel  that  self-discovery  and 
self-realization  are  taking  place. 
This  is  the  test  of  the  adequace 
family,  the  measure  of  its  success 
or  failure.” 

Technology  has  made  more  rec¬ 
reation  possible  and  the  nation  is 
off  in  pursuit  of  sport,  Dr.  Caroth¬ 
ers  said.  Currently  about  one-sixth 
of.  our  disposable  income  goes  for 
recreation,  he  said,  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  this  year  19,000,000  peo¬ 
ple  will  buy  fishing  licenses,  7,000,- 
000  will  buy  tennis  outfits,  6,000,000 
individual  golfers  will  register  and 
the  advertising  people  who  spent 
more  than  $1,000,000,000  in  1958 
will  be  with  us  again  in  the  name 
of  recreation. 

“Just  where  we  will  come  out  in 
all  this  is  anybody’s  guess,”  Dr. 
Carothers  said,  “except  the  plainly 
obvious  fact  that  more  and  more 


EXCEPTIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 
Starting  salary  up  to  $600  plus  bonus, 
depending  upon  qualifications  and  selec¬ 
tion  tests,  for  man  to  represent  large, 
well-known  corporation.  Permanent  con¬ 
nection  in  a  very  stable  industry.  Com¬ 
prehensive  training  program  considered 
outstanding.  Preferably:  Age  25-35, 
married  and  college  degree.  Advance¬ 
ment  opportunities  dependent  solely  on 
ability.  Include  personal  history  and 
record  of  business  background.  Write 
Box  A,  c/o  This  Newspaper. 


Do  You  Want  a 
Job  in  New  York? 

There  are  now — and  most  every 
month — a  number  of  excellent  ertl. 
ployment  opportunities  for  younE 
women — and  often  for  young  mon 
— in  the  headquarters  offices  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  New  York  City.  These 
are  stenographic,  clerical,  account¬ 
ing,  bookkeeping  and  other  similar 
jobs,  some,  using  modern  machines 
and  all  part  of  the  “home  base”  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Board  and  of  related 
Methodist  institutions. 

The  Board  would  like  to  receive 
queries  and  applications  for  some 
of  these  openings  from  Methodist 
young  people  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  The  jobs  are  perma¬ 
nent,  and  should  be  sought  only  h y 
persons  well- trained  or  experienced 
in  the  work  they  would  undertake, 
If  you  are  interested  (or  know 
someone  who  is)  send  your  query 
and  some  description  of  training 
and  experience  to  Robert  T.  Henry, 
business  manager,  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

The  Board  of  Missions  is  now 
(September)  housed  at  150  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.  Y.  But  on 
November  1,  it  will  move  to  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York  27,  N, 
Y.,  where  it  will  be  in  a  most  mod¬ 
ern  office  building — modern  equip¬ 
ment,  air-conditioning,  etc.  Before 
October  31,  address  Mr.  Henry  at 
150  Fifth  Avenue;  after  October  31, 
address  him  at  the  new  address, 
Fourteenth  Floor. 


recreation  is  going  to  take  place  on 
week-ends  and  up  to  now  the 
churches  have  depended  on  Sunday 
to  make  the  gospel  known. 

“It  is  not  inconceivable  that  many 
churches  which  maintain  strong 
programs  will  be  compelled  to 
adapt  themselves  to  this  new  fea¬ 
ture  of  family  life.  People  simply 
are  not  going  to  stay  home  fnm 
the  hills,  the  lakes  and  the  streams 
— or  the  courts  and  the  links — to 
attend  a  number  of  church  serv  os 
on  Sunday.  It  may  be  that  Sundry 
as  a  day  of  rest  still  has  a  fighting 
chance,  but  the  technological  pres¬ 
sures  right  now  are  forcing  some 
real  changes  in  the  family  and  con¬ 
sequently  in  the  church.” 

In  the  face  of  these  and  of' 
violent  changes  in  family  life 
posed  by  technology,  Dr.  Carothers 
said,  the  church  has  a  clearly 
fined  function:  It  must  interpret 
the  changes  as  they  emerge  in 
der  that  the  family  may  not  be 
taken  by  surprise  and  be  found 
without  resources  of  understand: 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIS? 


Obituary 

COOK  —  Mrs.  L.  M.  Cook,  nee 
Bessie  Mae  Lewis  was  born  Dec. 
23,  1873  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  While 
just  a  child  she  with  her  parents 
moved  to  Forreston,  Illinois. 

After  she  graduated  from  High 
School  she  attended  a  business  col¬ 
lege  in  Dixon,  Ill.  She  worked  in 
the  office  of  a  real  estate  man  as  a 
stenographer  for  a  short  time.  Then 
she  attended  Oberlin  College  in 
Oberlin,  Ohio  where  she  studied 
music.  While  here,  through  a  friend 
by  the  name  of  Harriett  Patterson 
she  met  Mr.  Lorance  M.  Cook,  who 
was  a  cashier  and  bookkeeper  for 
the  Fleishmann  Yeast  Company,  in 
Chicago,  Ill.  She  and  her  new 
found  “Boy  Friend’’  loved  bicycle 
riding,  and  they  spent  many  happy 
hours  bicycling  for  pleasure.  This 
friendship  ripened  into  a  very 
warm  and  affectionate  love  affair, 
and  at  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
Oct.  20,  1896  in  the  then  small  town 
of  Forreston,  Ill.,  in  the  home  of 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund 
W.  Lewis  in  a  very  impressive 
ceremony  she  became  the  happy 
bride  of  Mr.  Lorance  M.  Cook.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  63  years  of 
happiness  and  three  lovely  girls. 

After  her  marriage  she  and  her 
husband  lived  in  Chicago,  Ill., 
where  she  again  studied  music. 
This  time  at  the  American  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Music.  She  was  an  ac¬ 
complished  pianist.  Since  the  age 
of  12  she  was  the  pianist  for 
churches  wherever  she  lived. 

In  her  youth  she  accepted  Christ 
as  her  Saviour,  and  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church  of  which  she  re¬ 
mained  a  true  and  loyal  member 
till  her  death  on  March  11,  1959. 

She  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Downer’s  Grove  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution  and  remained  so  as  long  as 
she  lived. 

In  1913  she  and  her  family  moved 
to  Loranger,  La.,  where  she  and 
her  husband  became  active  in  all 
church  and  community  activities. 

In  1915  the  First  Methodist  Church 
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of  Loranger  was  built,  and  she  be¬ 
came  a  charter  member,  and  for  44 
years  she  worked  all  departments 
of  the  church.  She  had  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  had  taught 
in  almost,  if  not  all,  departments 
of  the  Church  School.  At  the  time 
of  her  passing  she  was  the  teacher 
of  the  Adult  class  in  the  Church 
School,  and  was  also  church  pianist. 
She  litterally  gave  her  life  for  the 
church.  She  taught  private  piano 
lessons  and  had  a  large  number  of 
students  taking  piano  lessons. 

She  was  a  friend  to  all  who  knew 
her.  She  was  very  helpful  to,  and 
sympathetic  to  all  her  pastors,  and 
most  of  all  to  her  humble  pastor  at 
the  time  of  her  home  going,  who  is 
most  grateful  for  having  known  her. 

From  1922  to  1946  she  was  the 
Loranger  Postmaster.  In  her  own 
words,  she  said,  “A  service  I  en¬ 
joyed;  because  I  could  meet  people, 
and  learn  to  know  them,  and  they 
me,  until  I  KNEW  that  I  BE¬ 
LONGED.  Loranger  is  truly  our 
home.  Life  here  is  good,  we  both 
enjoy  it.” 

For  many  years  she  wrote  a  col¬ 
umn  for  the  Hammond  Vindicator 
called,  “Loranger  News.”  She  was 
a  good  writer.  She  was  a  great 
person  to  know.  To  know  her  was 
to  love  her,  and  appreciate  the  high 
standard  of  life  for  which  she 
stood. 

Remembering  that  Jesus  said,  “I 
go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And 
if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you, 
I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you 
unto  myself;  that  where  I  am,  there 
ye  may  be  also.”  So  on  the  morning 
of  March  11,  at  4:30  Jesus  did  just 
that  thing,  and  came  for  her,  and 
carried  her  safely  and  sweetly  to 
be  with  Him,  after  85  years  of  toil 
on  this  earth. 

Her  funeral  service  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  her  humble  pastor  and  a  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  in  the  church  where 
she  had  spent  44  years  of  useful 
service.  We  can  almost  hear  the 
Master  say,  “Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the 
joys  of  thy  Lord.” 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing 
her  husband,  Mr.  Lorance  M.  Cook, 
and  three  daughters,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Wil¬ 
son,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Schultz,  of  Ponchatoula,  La.,  and 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Mosher,  of  Loranger,  La., 
and  a  great  concourse  of  friends 
and  other  relatives. 

We  miss  you  so  very  much. — By 
her  pastor,  Rev.  C.  J.  T.  Cotten. 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

“Modern  transportation,  econom¬ 
ics,  and  communications  are  result¬ 
ing  in  a  heavy  influx  of  non-farm 
rural  residents  in  many  communi¬ 
ties,”  notes  Murray  C.  Stewart,  of 
Homer  City,  Pa.,  a  farmer  and 
prominent  lay  churchman.  “New 
people  in  a  rural  community  pose 
a  real  problem  for  the  established 
local  church.  How  do  we  get  them 
in,  interested,  assimilated  .  .  .  this 
is  a  double-barrelled  problem.  Con¬ 
solidation  or  merging  of  churches, 
even  of  the  same  denominations, 
may  be  like  leading  a  cat  by  the 
tail,  but  must  ultimately  come  in 
some  places.  Largely,  it  is  the  task 
of  the  laity  to  make  it  happen.” 


Marking  this  year  the  one-hun¬ 
dredth  anniversary  of  Protestant¬ 
ism  in  Japan,  the  Protestant 
churches  of  that  country  have 


Here  is  a  way  to  end 
Your  Church's  .  .  . 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
PROBLEMS 


Use  Our 
Complete, 
Convenient, 

RENTAL  SERVICE 


RENT— 

•  Projectors 

•  Record  Players 

•  Recorders 

•  Sound  Equipment 

•  And  Other  Needs 

COMPANY 
FR  5-4661 
206  Main  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


T 


October  4,1959 


—  a  world-wide 
ministry  through  the 
Fellowship  of 
Suffering  and  Service 


SP  Through  your  communion  giftt 
I,  you  there  in  the  work 

of  The  Methodist  Church 


METHODIST  COMMITTEE  FOR  OVERSEAS  RELIEF 
COMMISSION  ON  CAMP  ACTIVITIES 
COMMISSION  ON  CHAPLAINS 


scheduled  a  series  of  centennial  ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  week  of  November 
1  to  7  in  Tokyo.  The  “Centennial 
Assembly  Week”  has  officially  been 
planned  by  the  National  Christian 
Council  of  Japan,  which  includes 
most  of  Japan’s  Protestant  churches. 
By  far  the  largest  denomination  in 
the  council  is  the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  The  United  Church  has  a 
membership  of  more  than  250,000. 
Six  official  representatives  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  United  States  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  centennial  activities, 
but  it  is  expected  they  will  be 
joined  by  many  other  American 
Methodists  (missionaries  and  other) 
on  an  unofficial  basis. 


PLAN  TO 
MAKE  THE 
HOLIDAYS 
HOLY  DAYS 

Daily  devotions  help  to  fulfill  the  Christian’s 
spiritual  needs  for  the  holiday  season.  When 
used  over  the  preceding  weeks,  devotions 
lead  into  a  meaningful  observance  of 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 

The  November-December  number  of  The 
Upper  Room  is  written  especially  for  the 
holiday  season.  You  and  your  family  will 
enjoy  sharing,  day  by  day,  these  Scripture 
selections,  prayers  and  meditations. 

Thousands  of  churches  supply  The  Upper 
Room  regularly  to  every  family.  If  your 
church  is  not  doing  so  now,  try  this  plan  by 
using  the  November-December  number  as  a 
feature  of  your  holiday  observance. 

The  Braille  and  Talking  Book  editions  of  The 
Upper  Room  make  especially  thoughtful 
gifts  to  help  the  visually  handicapped  enjoy 
the  holidays. 

Place  your  order  for  the  holiday 
number  of  The  Upper  Room  NOW. 

Ten  or  more  copies  to  one  address, 

7t  per  copy.  Individual  subscriptions 
(by  mail)  $1  a  year.  3  years  for  $2. 

Air  mail  edition  for  service  men  and 
youth,  same  price.  Order  from 
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The  Church  As  The  Body  of  Christ 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

You  Need  to  Be  Carefully 
Taught  Peace 

The  hoped-for,  prayed-for  “age 
of  peace”  will  not  begin  its  rule 
over  the  earth  in  any  sudden,  or 
dramatic,  or  miraculous  moment  or 
incident.  It  will  come  only  by  nur¬ 
ture,  and  careful  planning,  and 
united  will:  in  a  word,  by  the  re¬ 
shaping  of  man’s  motives,  and  de¬ 
sires,  and  attitudes,  and  under¬ 
standings.  This  calls  for  re-educa¬ 
tion,  re-orientation,  re-setting  of 
sights,  and  perspectives,  and  goals 
of  every  individual  life. 

Now  this  is  the  long-range,  slow¬ 
ly-accumulating,  but  eminently 
worthwhile  purpose  of  the  “Nation¬ 
wide  Program  for  Peace”  on  which 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  is 
currently  embarked.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  “education  and  action  in 
Christian  responsibility  in  interna¬ 
tional  relations,”  especially  tailored 
for  your  local  church  and  mine,  and 
for  those  of  us  who  too  easily  say, 
“There  is  nothing  I  can  do  to  make 
for  peace.”  Well,  there  is;  and  only 
each  ons  of  us,  in  our  humble  place, 
does  our  part  will  peace  be  earned. 
Ie  will  grow  only  from  simple  con¬ 
cerns  and  actions  by  multiplied 
millions  of  people:  you  and  I  are 
important  links  in  the  forging. 

This  study-discussion-action  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  considered  by  “top- 
level”  church  leaders  in  national, 
regional,  and  state  conferences  this 
past  summer.  Now  ministers  and 
lay  leaders  are  urged  to  initiate  the 
program  in  local  churches.  Some 
of  the  suggestions  for  your  church 
and  mine  are  simple  —  yet  they  are 
the  stuff  out  of  which  understand¬ 
ing  and  peace  must  be  compound¬ 
ed:  sermons  by  ministers  on  the 
responsibilities  of  Christians  in  in¬ 
ternational  relations  —  responsi¬ 
bility  to  know  and  to  act;  studies 
and  discussions  and  activities,  in 
the  advancement  of  understanding 
and  goodwill,  in  church  school 
classes,  women’s  groups,  men’s 
clubs,  youth  meetings;  special  study 
groups  —  on  a  Sunday  evening,  at 
a  midweek  meeting,  at  a  church 
family  night,  on  TV  and  radio;  mis¬ 
sionary  and  missions-goodwill- 
peace  discussions,  studies,  readings; 
community-wide  forums  with  visit¬ 
ing  authorities  as  speakers  and 
leaders;  sponsorship  of  visits  of  stu¬ 
dents  from  overseas  countries  (per¬ 
haps  studying  at  a  nearby  college); 
visits  to  government  offices,  at 
state  capital,  Washington,  United 
Nations,  etc.;  organized  tours  to 
various  cultural-national-racial  cen¬ 
ters  in  U.S.A.,  or  to  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  fields. 

Dr.  Charles  Malik,  Christian 
statesman  of  Lebanon  and  of  the 
U.N.,  sums  up  your  responsibility 
and  mine  in  “this  changing  world.” 
He  says:  “Christians  must  first 
study  and  know  the  facts  as  pro¬ 
foundly  as  possible.  This  means 
thousands  of  hours  of  hard,  respon¬ 
sible  work;  and  this  includes  es¬ 
pecially  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
change.  The  Christian  thinker  must 
be  the  deepest  thinker  in  the  world; 
his  aim  is  to  overcome  all  stupid 
superficiality  of  analysis.  They 
must  feel  profound  concern  for  the 
state  of  the  world.  They  are  mak¬ 
ers  of  history  and  not  mere  onlook¬ 
ers,  and  God  will  hold  them  strictly 


Bishop  Marshall  R.  Reed  of 
the  Detroit  Area,  quotes  Mat¬ 
thew  Arnold  as  describing  the 
Church  as  "a  society  for  the 
promotion  of  goodness."  He 
points  to  the  significance  of  the 
World-wide  Communion  Sun¬ 
day  offering  for  the  Fellowship 
of  Suffering  and  Service  in  car¬ 
rying  on  Christ's  work  today. 
World-Wide  Communion  Sun¬ 
day  will  be  observed  Sunday, 
October  4,  1959. 

By  Bishop  Marshall  R.  Reed 

Among  the  many  phrases  used  by 
New  Testament  writers  to  describe 
the  fellowship  of  the  early  Chris¬ 
tians  there  is  none  more  significant 
than  that  of  St.  Paul  when  he  called 
the  Church  the  body  of  Christ.  This 
definition  of  the  Church  we  believe 
to  be  both  biblically  sound  and  spir¬ 
itually  unlimited. 

One  of  our  contemporary  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  has  lifted  the  question 
as  to  whether  this  phrase  is  merely 
a  metaphor  or  really  a  fact.  To  say 
that  it  is  a  metaphor  does  not  dis¬ 
credit  its  validity  nor  discount  its 
importance.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  when  Professor  John  Knox  dis¬ 
cusses  the  Church  as  the  body  of 
Christ,  he  underscores  the  word.  He 
is  thereby  insisting  that  it  is  the 
body  of  Christ  as  much  as  it  has 
ever  been. 

In  order  to  adequately  appreciate 
what  the  phrase  means  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  recall  what  Christ  did  when 
he  was  in  the  body  1900  years  ago. 
One  writer  who  wanted  to  describe 
his  ministry  in  a  single  sentence  said 
that  he  went  about  doing  good.  Evi¬ 
dently  he  gave  himself  to  helping 
those  who  were  in  need.  He  looked 
with  compassion  upon  a  crowd  of 
frustrated  people.  He  fed  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  the  hungry  and  restored 
strength  to  the  infirm.  He  spoke 
words  of  hope  to  the  discouraged 
and  words  of  life  to  the  defeated. 
After  his  ascension  his  disciples  car¬ 
ried  on  his  service. 

If  the  Church  is  his  body  today, 
its  members  will  continue  to  do 
what  he  did  in  the  days  of  his  flesh. 

This  conception  places  the  Church 
under  the  ethical  imperative  of  the 
Gospel.  There  may  be  many  spir¬ 
itual  directives  that  Jesus  left  for 
us  but  there  is  only  one  ethical  im¬ 
perative.  This  is  it:  “A  new  com¬ 
mandment  I  give  to  you,  that  you 
love  one  another;  even  as  I  have 
loved  you,  that  you  also  love  one 
another.”  His  disciples  knew  the 
Ten  Commandments  which  Jesus 
did  not  destroy,  but  they  had  not 
heard  the  eleventh  commandment 
which  he  gave  them  and  which  be¬ 
came  the  ethical  imperative  for 
them  and  for  us. 


accountable  for  the  course  of 
events.  Profound  and  troubled  con¬ 
cern  is  an  absolute  Christian  neces¬ 
sity.  They  must  be  in  dose  touch 
with  situations.  They  must  think, 
act  and  react  from  within  these  sit¬ 
uations.  To  think  and  talk  from 
outside  is  a  very  grievous  sin  these 
days.  The  Church  cannot  assume 
responsibility  for  political  decisions; 
it  can  only  criticize,  inspire,  com¬ 
mend,  set  up  norms  in  accordance 
with  the  will  of  its  Lord.  Prayer 
is  a  requisite.  The  Christian  must 
daily  invoke  several  times  God’s 
will  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.” 


It  is  this  Christian  ethic  that 
makes  the  Church  what  Matthew 
Arnold  defined  as  “A  society  for 
the  promotion  of  goodness.”  Dur¬ 
ing  his  ministry  Jesus  went  about 
doing  good,  and  since  then  the 
members  of  his  body,  his  Church, 
have  continued  to  do  the  same.  They 
have  become  his  hands  to  do  his 
work,  they  have  become  his  feet  to 
lead  men  and  women  in  the  way 
everlasting,  and  they  have  become 
his  voice  to  speak  his  words  of  life. 

If  Christ  were  here  today,  when 
he  could  fly  from  country  to  coun¬ 
try  and  from  continent  to  continent 
in  a  few  hours,  where  do  you  think 
we  would  find  him?  I  am  sure  we 
would  find  him  in  refugee  camps, 
at  least  he  said  he  had  come  to  pro¬ 
claim  release  to  captives  and  to  set 
at  liberty  the  oppressed.  We 
thought  of  him  when  we  saw  one  of 
the  worst  camps  in  his  own  coun¬ 
try.  Nor  can  we  forget  the  One  at 
Hanover,  Germany,  and  Sue  Ryder 
from  Great  Britain  who  is  giving 
her  life  with  marvelous  devotion  to 
these  disinherited  thousands.  She 
talked  of  our  responsibility  and 
finally  said:  “We  must  not  forget 
that  we  were  a  part  of  the  society 
that  created  this  terrible  mess,  and 
we  have  no  right  now  to  neglect 
those  who  have  been  hurt.” 

Also  I  am  sure  he  would  be  found 
at  the  camps  where  thousands  of 
young  men  are  in  military  training. 
One  of  his  biographers  relates  how 
he  looked  upon  one  fine  young  man 
and  loved  him.  We  believe  he 
would  be  concerned  about  our  boys 
who  are  not  there  because  they 
want  to  be  but  because  they  are 
compelled  to  be.  They  are  subject¬ 
ed  to  new  temptations  and  are  frus¬ 
trated  about  their  own  futures. 
They  are  subjected  to  new  tempta¬ 


tions  and  are  frustrated  about  their 
own  futures.  They  have  come  out 
of  our  own  homes  and  our  own 
churches,  and  we  wonder  who  will 
care  for  them  now. 

What  can  we  who  are  the  body 
of  Christ  now  do  to  carry  on  his 
work  in  this  generation?  Here  is 
one  specific  and  important  thing  we 
can  do.  The  Church  has  put  at  our 
disposal  one  helpful  instrument 
with  which  we  may  share  in  his 
mission  and  for  this  we  should  be 
grateful. 

On  October  fourth  we  shall  join 
the  Christians  everywhere  in  the 
observance  of  World-wide  Com¬ 
munion.  On  that  day  when  we  fig¬ 
uratively  partake  of  the  broken 
body  of  our  Lord,  we,  his  living 
body,  may  present  an  offering  for 
the  Fellowship  of  Suffering  and 
Service.  Part  of  it  will  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Overseas  Relief  to 
minister  to  those  in  refugee  camps, 
disaster  areas,  and  to  others  in 
need.  Part  of  it  will  go  to  our  Com¬ 
mission  on  Chaplains  who  super¬ 
vise  the  service  of  more  than  six 
hundred  Methodist  Chaplains  who 
look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
our  boys  while  they  are  in  service. 
Part  of  it  will  go  to  the  Commission 
on  Camp  Activities  to  assist  the 
many  churches  located  near  camps 
with  attractive  and  helpful  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  men  in  training  near 
by. 

We  like  St.  Paul’s  definition  of 
the  Church  as  the  body  of  Christ. 
We  rejoice  that  we  can  share  in  his 
continued  mission  in  the  world.  We 
are  thankful  that  our  Church  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  carry  out  that 
mission.  In  this  spirit  we  would 
come  to  World-wide  Communion 
Sunday. 
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"Let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  so  eat  of  the  bread  and  drink  of  the 
cup."  (1  Cor.  11:28  RSV)  (RNS  photo) 


Wesley  Society  to 
Meet  in  Lake 
Charles,  Oct.  12-13 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  Wesley 
Society  is  scheduled  to  meet  at  Mc- 
Neese  Wesley  Foundation  in  Lake 
Charles,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
October  12  and  13. 

The  Wesley  Society  is  an  organ¬ 
ization  of  Methodist  ministers, 
studying  various  aspects  of  the 
Wesley  heritage  and  tradition. 

Three  papers  scheduled  for  pre¬ 
sentation  include,  “The  Authority 
of  the  Ministry  in  the  Wesley  Tra¬ 
dition,”  by  Rev.  James  C.  Whitaker 
of  New  Orleans;  “The  Authority  of 
the  Laity,”  by  Rev.  Donald  Rising- 
er  of  Welsh;  and  “The  Authority  of 
the  Episcopacy  and  the  Wesleyan 
Tradition,”  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

Registration  is  scheduled  for  4 
p.m.  on  Monday  afternoon  at  the 
McNeese  Wesley  Foundation,  507 
East  Sale  Road,  adjacent  to  the  Mc¬ 
Neese  College  Campus. 

Recipients  of 

Scholarships 

Announced 

Recipients  of  a  number  of  major 
scholarships  at  Centenary  College 
have  been  announced  by  Dr.  R. 
Leonard  Cooke,  vice  president  of 
the  college  and  chairman  of  the 
scholarship  committee. 

Jane  Parker  of  Mt.  Ulla,  N.C., 
who  resides  with  Dean  and  Mrs.  J. 
Howard  Allen  on  the  local  campus, 
has  been  awarded  the  W.  G.  Phelps 
Scholarship,  established  several 
years  ago  in  honor  of  the  late  N.  G. 
Phelps,  professor  emeritus  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
for  many  years  teacher  of  the  Men’s 
Class  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church.  Members  of  the  class  es¬ 
tablished  the  scholarship,  which 
carries  a  valuation  of  $350  for  the 
school  year. 

E.  R.  Price,  president  of  the  class, 
Herman  Anders,  scholarship  chair¬ 
man,  and  Dr.  Cooke  concurred  in 
the  selection  of  the  recipient.  Miss 
Parker  is  a  sophomore  student  ma¬ 
joring  in  business  administration. 

The  Amanda  Hawell  Memorial 
Scholarship,  which  carries  a  valua¬ 
tion  of  $200  for  the  year,  has  been 
granted  to  Mary  Margaret  Farmer 
of  Shreveport,  a  junior  student  ma¬ 
joring  in  art.  Mrs.  S.  J.  Harman  of 
Shreveport  established  the  scholar¬ 
ship  in  memory  of  her  aunt,  the 
fate  Miss  Amanda  Howell,  for  many 


years  a  teacher  in  Caddo  Parish 
schools. 

Scholarships  provided  by  the 
Broadmoor  Kiwanis  Club  have  been 
granted  to  Paula  Martin  and  Mary 
Ellen  Murphree,  both  senior  stu¬ 
dents  from  Shreveport.  The  schol¬ 
arships  provide  $150  each.  Miss 
Murphree  is  majoring  in  commerce, 
and  Miss  Martin  is  majoring  in  sec¬ 
ondary  education  on  the  local  cam¬ 
pus. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Oct.  1-Oct.  10  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Oct.  1  .  The  Revelation  13:1-10 

Oct.  2  .  The  Revelation  13:11-18 

Oct.  3  The  Revelation  14:1-5 

Oct.  4  .  The  Revelation  14:6-12 

Oct.  5  The  Revelation  14:13-20 

Oct.  6  .  The  Revelation  15:1-8 

Oct.  7  .  The  Revelation  16:1-7 

Oct.  8  .  The  Revelation  16:8-16 

Oct.  9  .  The  Revelation  16:17-21 

Oct.  10  .  The  Revelation  17:1-18 


Castle  Manor,  N.  O., 
To  Change  Name 

At  a  Quarterly  Conference  held 
on  Friday,  September  11,  1959,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  changing 
the  name  of  Castle  Manor  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  to  “St  Andrew  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

It  was  felt  that  the  name  “Castle 
Manor”  would  become  increasingly 
inappropriate  as  a  permanent  name 
for  a  church  serving  an  area  ex¬ 
tending  from  Dowman  Road  to 
Paris  Road.  A  name  not  carrying 
the  connotation  of  any  one  subdi¬ 
vision  seemed  more  desirable. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter,  pastor  of 
the  church,  said,  “There  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  interest  within  Protestant 
groups  to  give  churches  Christian 
names.  A  name  which  carries  a 
Christian  connotation  gives  real 
meaning  to  a  church  name,  as  well 
as  a  neutral  atmosphere  to  the 
church.  We  want  the  name  of  our 
church  to  mean  something  to  all 
our  members,  a  name  with  which 
all  can  be  identified  and  feel  loyal¬ 
ty  toward.” 


Ministers’  Conf. 
Scheduled  for 
October  20-22 

A  conference  on  spiritual  birth 
and  growth  for  Methodist  ministers 
in  Louisiana  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Camp, 
Camp  Brewer,  October  20,  21  and 
22,  according  to  leaders  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  sponsoring  group  for  the  re¬ 
treat. 

Plans  for  the  conference  were 
first  presented  to  the  1959  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  at 
which  time  the  date,  place,  and  na¬ 
ture  of  the  meeting  were  deter¬ 
mined.. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little 
Rock  will  head  a  group  of  five 
speakers  for  the  three-day  confer¬ 
ence.  Bishop  Martin  will  be  the 
inspirational  preacher.  Dr.  Harry 
Denman  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will 
be  the  resource  leader.  Mr.  Den¬ 
man  is  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  Dr.  James  H.  Harris  of 
Shreveport  will  serve  as  the  devo¬ 
tional  speaker  for  the  prayer  vigil 
scheduled  for  continuation  during 
the  conference. 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  of  Alexandria 
will  deliver  a  special  message  on 
the  Minister  and  his  Devotional 
Life,  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of  Baton 
Rouge  will  speak  on  “The  Call  to 
the  Ministry.” 

Of  a  special  practical  interest  will 
be  workshops  for  district  program 
planning.  These  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  district  directors  of 
evangelism.  These  leaders  include 
Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick  of  Pineville; 
Rev.  Ruell  Allen  of  Baton  Rouge; 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke  of  New  Iberia; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  of  DeRidder; 
Rev.  W.  Spencer  Wren  of  Monroe; 
Rev.  Don  W.  Alverson  of  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain  of 
Springhill  and  Rev.  William  V.  Sir- 
man  of  Shreveport. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference, 
according  to  board  leaders,  is  to 
furnish  an  opportunity  for  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  pastors  to  study  to¬ 
gether  motivations  of  evangelism. 

The  conference  will  begin  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  October  20,  and 
conclude  with  the  noon  meal,  Oc¬ 
tober  22.  The  cost  for  room  and 
meals  has  been  set  at  $4.50.  This 
amount  should  be  enclosed  when 
making  reservations. 

Pastors  are  encouraged  to  regis¬ 
ter  for  the  conference  with  Rev. 
John  F.  Kilpatrick,  101  College 
Blvd.,  Pineville,  Louisiana.  Con¬ 
ference  leaders  also  point  out  that 
accommodations  available  will  per¬ 
mit  the  acceptance  of  the  first  140 
registrants  only. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  is  chairman 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism;  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  the 
conference  secretary.  Rev.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr.,  of  Alexandria  will 
be  the  host  district  superintendent. 


Report  To  The  Church: 


A  Visit  To  Overseas 
Methodist  Chaplains 


By  John  R.  McLaughlin 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  Dr. 
John  R.  McLaughlin,  a  member  of 
the  Newark,  N.  J.,  Conference,  is 
general  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Chaplains,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  His  report  was  released 
through  Methodist  Information. 


Private  Johnny  Jones  of  your 
church,  symbolic  of  the  more  than 
350,000  Methodists  now  in  military 
service,  is  truly  a  diplomatic  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  United  States  and 
a  very  important  part  of  the  “peo¬ 
ple  to  people”  program. 

Chaplain  John  Doe,  formerly  a 
pastor  in  your  Annual  Conference, 
is  one  of  the  450 
Methodist  clergymen 
now  serving  a  more 
extensive  parish  as 
he  ministers  to 
Americans  of  all 
faiths  or  none  in  the 
military  —  at  home 
and  around  the 
world. 

Having  returned 
recently  from  a  month’s  visitation 
to  Protestant  chaplains  on  duty  in 
the  Far  East,  I  am  more  convinced 
than  ever  that  our  chaplains,  and  a 
surprisingly  large  number  of  serv¬ 
icemen  and  women,  are  not  only 
excellent  “goodwill  ambassadors,” 
but  unsung  Ambassadors  of  Christ. 

Remember  the  bloody  battle  of 
Okinawa? 

Well,  on  that  battle-scarred  is¬ 
land  today  some  of  the  navy’s 
famed  Seabees  have  displayed  their 
traditional  “Can  Do”  spirit  by 
building  a  church  in  their  spare 
time. 

Led  by  Methodist  Chaplain  Al¬ 
bert  J.  Schrader  (Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence),  the  Seabees  organized  volun¬ 
teer  work  parties  and  devoted  their 
Saturday  afternoons  to  installing 
windows,  doors  and  electric  lights, 
building  and  painting  pews,  laying 
tile  flooring,  painting  the  structure 
inside  and  out.  They  even  con¬ 
tributed  some  of  the  money.  A 
highlight  of  every  work  party  was 
“time  out”  for  tea  and  cookies 
served  by  the  ladies  (natives) '^of 
the  church,  marked  by  laughter, 
fellowship  and  goodwill. 

Last  Christmas  these  same  Sea¬ 
bees  sponsored  a  party  for  1500 
Okinawan  children,  after  spending 
most  of  Christmas  Eve  packaging 
gifts  for  every  boy  and  girl,  and 
distributing  clothes  to  need  fami¬ 
lies. 

Another  Seabee  feat  was  the  or¬ 
ganization  of*  a  native  fire  depart¬ 
ment  following  a  tragedy.  Many 


officers  and  men  also  are  active  in 
the  local  Boy  Scouts  and  other 
community  projects. 

Similar  “good  works”  of  our 
chaplains  and  servicemen  could  be 
cited  in  Korea,  Japan  and  numer¬ 
ous  places  in  the  Far  East,  as  well 
as  in  Europe  and  our  own  country. 

My  recent  trip  to  the  Far  East, 
covering  23,000  miles,  was  in  the 
company  of  three  other  church  of¬ 
ficials  who  head  the  chaplains’ 
work  of  their  respective  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  another  Methodist,  Dr. 
Marion  J.  Creeger  of  the  interde¬ 
nominational  General  Commission 
on  Chaplains  and  Armed  Forces 
Personnel.  We  comprised  a  Prot¬ 
estant  team  which  toured  military 
installations,  participated  in  re¬ 
treats,  and  conferred  with  a  great 
many  Protestant  chaplains,  includ¬ 
ing  73  Methodists. 

Most  Methodists  back  home  pic¬ 
ture  the  ministry  of  chaplains  in 
the  military  largely  as  preaching 
in  a  base  chapel  or  aboard  ship  and 
counseling  the  men  in  uniform. 

In  addition  to  the  350,000  Meth¬ 
odist  men  in  military  service,  add 
their  wives  and  children,  approxi¬ 
mately  300,000,  and  we  have  some 
650,000  Methodists  alone  living  on 
military  bases — nearly  double  the 
population  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  or  To¬ 
ledo,  Ohio. 

Many  chaplains,  therefore,  have 
the  responsibility  and  opportunity 
of  ministering  to  a  large  parish.  I 
returned  from  the  Far  East  greatly 
impressed  by  the  leadership  of 
chaplains,  assisted  by  devoted  lay¬ 
men  from  among  the  officers  and 
men,  in  extending  their  “chapel 
programs”  to  provide  religious  ed¬ 
ucation  through  Sunday  Schools, 
Vacation  Church  Schools,  Youth 
Fellowships  and  choirs. 

When  denominational  statistics 
are  tabulated  every  year  it  is 
heartening  to  know,  but  easy  to 
forget,  that  the  figures  include 
thousands  of  adults  and  youths 
who  “joined  the  church”  at  a  mili¬ 
tary  base  far  from  home. 

The  Methodist  chaplain,  because 
of  his  ecumenical  training  and  out¬ 
look,  is  particularly  fitted  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  varied  program  of  a 
military  chapel.  As  the  minister  of 
a  “bridge  church,”  his  worship 
services  and  ministry  of  the  sacra¬ 
ments  give  satisfaction  to  liturgical 
and  nonliturgical  communicants 
alike. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  chap¬ 
lain  ceases  to  function  according  to 
his  own  ordination,  but  rather  that 
the  congregation  responds  to  the 
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leadership  he  has  been  trained  to 
provide. 

In  the  chapel  program  the  old 
caste  system  is  now  largely  waived 
in  the  interest  of  the  common  good. 
The  problem  of  race  relations  has 
been  overcome  to  a  degree  which 
would  be  difficult  for  many  civil¬ 
ians  to  understand.  Denominational 
loyalties,  at  least  under  Methodist 
leadership,  tend  to  merge  into  the 
ecumenical  pattern  demonstrated 
by  the  chaplain. 

Although  much  has  been  said 
and  written  about  the  moral  degra¬ 
dation  of  American  troops  abroad, 
numerous  commanding  officers, 
chaplains  and  others  with  whom  I 
talked  convinced  me  that  such 
charges  apply  only  to  a  relatively 
small  segment  of  our  military  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Naturally,  we  are  shocked  and 
troubled  by  any  such  misconduct. 
But  somehow  we  tend  to  magnify 
the  reports  of  drinking,  sexual 
promiscuity,  “wild  parties”  and 
such  when  they  involve  the  mili¬ 
tary  population  at  home  or  over¬ 
seas.  We  forget  that  the  incidence 
is  probably  about  the  same  in  civil¬ 
ian  life. 

Civilians  and  the  men  and  women 
of  the  military  are  products  of  the 
same  homes,  churches,  schools  and 
communities.  Who  can  say  which 
group,  if  either,  is  more  represen¬ 
tative  of  American  morals? 

When  we  of  the  church — as  par¬ 
ents,  ministers,  lay  leaders,  church 
school  teachers  and  board  officials 
— begin  to  spend  the  same  amount 
of  time  strengthening  convictions 
concerning  personal  morals  as  we 
do  in  building  resistance  to  the 
armed  forces,  then  we  may  hope  to 
solve  a  major  portion  of  this  diffi¬ 
culty. 

The  church,  in  general,  seems  re¬ 
luctant  to  admit  that  the  person 
who  has  enlisted  or  who  has  been 
drafted  for  military  service  can 
lead  a  life  dedicated  to  high  moral 
principles  and  Christian  conduct. 

Yes,  war  is  evil.  But  life  in  the 
military,  compulsory  or  voluntary, 
is  not  necessarily  evil  any  more 
than  civilian  life  is  necessarily 
good. 

In  our  zealous  efforts  to  arouse  a 
conscience  against  war,  we  have 
confused  the  minds  of  many  per¬ 
sons  with  respect  to  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  and  personal  responsibility  to 
society  and  international  commit¬ 
ments. 

The  church  must  lead  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  peace.  But  in  doing  so 
it  cannot  afford  to  divorce  itself 


from  those  who  serve  in  the  mili¬ 
tary. 

The  church  ministers  to  people— 
whoever  and  wherever  they  are. 
There  is  room  in  the  church  for 
both  the  conscientious  objector  and 
the  conscientious  participant.  If  not, 
then  we  forfeit  our  Protestant  her¬ 
itage  and  deny  the  Methodist  prin¬ 
ciple  of  “think  and  let  think.” 

Although  the  stated  responsibility 
of  the  Commission  on  Chaplains  of 
The  Methodist  Church  is  for  the 
clergymen  who  serve  as  chaplains 
in  the  armed  forces — and  also  in 
hospitals,  prisons  and  industrial 
concerns — the  ultimate  concern  is 
for  the  350,000  or  more  Methodists, 
and  their  families,  who  are  the  di¬ 
rect  responsibility  of  the  chaplains, 
together  with  an  ecumenical  min¬ 
istry  which  extends  far  beyond  this 
group. 

Do  you  know  the  source  of  the 
financial  support  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Chaplains? 

It  consists  of  a  portion  of  the  of¬ 
fering  you  give  on  World-Wide 
Communion  Sunday  and  at  other 
communion  services.  The  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief 
(MCOR)  and  the  Commission  on 
(military)  Camp  Activities  also 
share  in  these  offerings. 


The  “most  neglected  of  the 
world’s  great  social  problems  is  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  human  race, 
all  out  of  proportion  to  man’s 
ability  to  feed  the  “50,000,000  new 
mouths  each  year,”  Dr.  M.  Fagley, 
secretary  of  the  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Affairs, 
reports  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  About  three-fourths  of 
this  increase  is  taking  place  in 
countries  least  able  to  support  the 
added  population,  Dr.  Fagley  notes. 
Warning  that  at  present  there  are 
no  substantial  signs  of  sufficient 
development  to  cope  with  mounting 
population  pressures,  he  says  that 
it  is  the  free  society  “as  the  social 
and  political  framework  of  devel¬ 
opment”  which  may  be  first  victim 
of  the  population  explosion.  He 
urges  churches  to  study,  in  this 
light,  the  subject  of  responsible 
parenthood.  “It  is  high  time  that 
we  face  ,up  to  our  Christian  respon¬ 
sibilities'  in  respect  to  this  tragically 
neglected  complex  of  problems 
which  threaten  freedom,  justice, 
and  peace  itself,”  Dr.  Fagley  says. 
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Temperance  Leader 
Believes  Alcoholism 
A  Religious  Disorder 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (MI) — Al¬ 
coholism,  said  to  be  the  nation’s 
third  major  health  problem,  “is  es¬ 
sentially  a  social  maladjustment 
and  a  religious  disorder,"  125  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  leaders  of  nine  south¬ 
eastern  states  were  told  here  Sept. 
15. 

“The  alcoholic  lives  to  drink  and 
drinks  to  live  as  he  attempts  to 
find  fulfillment  in  a  bottle  rather 
than  in  God  and  in  other  persons,” 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Regan,  Jr., 
staff  member  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Temperance,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

“Almost  anyone  who  drinks  can 
become  an  alcoholic,”  he  said,  point¬ 
ing  out  that  there  are  now  more 
than  5,000,000  known  alcoholics  in 
the  United  States. 

Churches  should  not  view  alco¬ 
holics  as  “untouchables,”  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Regan  said  in  stressing  that  al¬ 
coholism  is  a  social  problem  which 
concerns  the  whole  community. 

“Just  like  drug  addiction,  juve¬ 
nile  delinquency,  lewd  magazines 
and  pornographic  materials,  alco¬ 
holism  is  a  social  problem  which 
can  be  solved  only  by  an  aroused 
public  opinion  through  education, 
health  and  welfare  work,  counsel¬ 
ing,  legislation  and  law  enforce¬ 
ment,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Sees  Visits 
Changing  History 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop  W.  Earl  Leddon  of  Syracuse 
said  here  the  exchange  of  visits  by 
President  Eisenhower  and  Soviet 
Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  “may 
turn  out  to  be  a  watershed  of  his¬ 
tory.” 

“It  could  mark  a  turning  from  a 
war-cursed  past  to  a  future  with  at 
least  a  precarious  chance  for  grow¬ 
ing  understanding  and  peace,”  he 
told  an  area  pastors’  school. 

Noting  President  Eisenhower’s 
“act  of  courage  and  high  statesman¬ 
ship”  in  inviting  the  world’s  top 
Communist  to  this  country,  Bishop 
Ledden  lauded  the  Chief  Executive 
for  "his  creative  leadership  toward 
the  achievement  of  peace  on  earth, 
goodwill  among  men.” 

The  visits,  he  said,  may  provide 
“the  needed  thrust  of  a  new  ele¬ 
ment  into  the  vicious  circle  of 
threat  and  counter  threat — an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  people  of  these 
two  great  nations  to  express  the 
goodwill  they  really  do  hold  for 
each  other.” 

However,  he  observed,  Mr. 
Khrushchev  “is  taking  a  fateful 
chance  in  this  exchange  .  .  .  and  is 
assuming  the  greater  risk  when  he 
exposes  Russians  to  the  influence 
of  President  Eisenhower.” 


Methodists  concerned  with  the 
“inner  city”  and  the  difficulties  it 
presents  to  the  church  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  ideas,  tech¬ 
niques  and  problems  at  two  consul¬ 
tations,  on  “The  Inner  City  Church,” 
will  be  held  November  16,  17,  18. 
The  second,  on  “The  Inclusive 
Church,”  will  be  November  18  and 
19-  Both  are  sponsored  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  City  Work  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  National  Missions,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions,  and  the 
follow-up  activities  to  the  1958  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Convocation  on 
Urban  Life. 


The  White  House 
National  Day  Of  Prayer ,  1959 

By  The  President  of  The  United  States  of  America 

A  Proclamation 

WHEREAS  this  continent  was  chosen  by  men  and  women  of  pro¬ 
found  religious  conviction,  seeking  a  free  land  where  they  and  their 
children  might  worship  God  and  follow  His  commandments  as  they 
understood  them;  and 

WHEREAS  our  Nation  was  conceived  in  the  same  faith  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  same  purpose;  and 

WHEREAS  in  this  tradition,  by  a  joint  resolution  approved  April 
17,  1952  (66  Stat.  64).  the  Congress  has  provided  that  "the  President 
shall  set  aside  and  proclaim  a  suitable  day  each  year,  other  than  a 
Sunday,  as  a  National  Day  of  Prayer,  on  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  may  turn  to  God  in  prayer  and  meditation  at  churches, 
in  groups,  and  as  individuals-": 

NOW1,  THEREFORE,  I.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER.  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  set  aside  Wednesday,  the 
seventh  day  of  October,  as  a  National  Day  of  Prayer;  and  I  call  upon 
my  fellow  Americans  to  join  in  prayer  on  that  day. 

Let  us  give  thanks  for  the  bounty  of  Providence  which  has  made 
possible  the  growth  and  promise  of  our  land. 

Let  us  give  thanks  for  the  heritage  of  free  inquiry,  sound  in¬ 
dustry,  and  boundless  vision  which  has  enabled  us  to  advance  the 
general  welfare  of  our  people  to  unprecedented  heights. 

Let  us  remember  that  our  God  is  the  God  of  all  men,  that  only  as 
all  men  are  free  can  liberty  be  secure  for  any,  and  that  only  as  all 
prosper  can  any  be  content  in  their  good  fortune. 

Let  us  join  in  vigorous  concern  for  those  who  now  endure  suf¬ 
fering  of  body,  mind  or  spirit,  and  let  us  seek  to  relieve  their  distress 
and  to  assist  them  in  their  way  toward  health,  well-being,  and  en¬ 
lightenment. 

Finally,  let  us  rededicale  ourselves  and  our  Nation  to  the  highest 
loyalties  which  we  know;  and  let  us  breathe  deeply  of  the  clean  air 
of  courage,  preparing  ourselves  to  meet  the  obligations  of  our  day  in 
trust,  in  gratitude,  and  in  the  supreme  confidence  of  men  who  have 
accomplished  much  united  under  God. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  Seal  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  to  be  affixed. 

DONE  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  thirtieth  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-fourth. 

DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 

By  the  President: 

DOUGLAS  DILLON 

Acting  Secretary  of  State 


In  Iowa 

School  Leaders  Want  Religion  In  Schools 


Cedar  Rapids,  la.  (RNS)  —  More 
than  three-fourths  of  266  local 
school  superintendents  in  Iowa  be¬ 
lieve  that  religion  should  be  taught 
in  public  schools  if  it  is  presented 
without  a  sectarian  viewpoint,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  educational  research 
survey. 

Only  one  superintendent  in  12 


thought  the  state’s  public  schools 
should  avoid  religion  completely. 

The  survey  of  religion  in  educa¬ 
tion  was  made  by  William  T. 
Jochumsen,  an  Iowa  State  Teachers 
College  graduate  student,  for  a 
master’s  degree  in  education. 

In  the  opinion  of  76  per  cent  of 
the  queried  school  heads,  the  con- 


Board  of  Pensions 
Reports  Progress 

Chicago  (MI)  — Marked  progress 
in  the  pension  program  of  The 
Methodist  Church  was  reflected  in 
reports  given  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
here  Sept.  16. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Calkins,  general 
secretary,  reported  that  total  assets 
held  and  administered  by  the  board 
amount  to  $59,283,675  as  compared 
with  $52,473,024  a  year  ago — an  in¬ 
crease  of  $6,810,651.  Over  a  ten- 
year  period  funds  have  nearly  trip¬ 
led,  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  there  are 
more  than  14,500  conference  claim¬ 
ants  (retired  ministers,  ministers’ 
widows  and  dependent  children), 
and  estimated  that  approximately 
$16,600,000  will  be  paid  to  them  in 
1959-60  from  pension  funds. 

Annuity  rates  adopted  by  annual 
conferences  meeting  prior  to  July 
1  range  up  to  $67  per  service  year, 
including  the  increases  above  the 
clearinghouse  rates,  Dr.  Calkins  re¬ 
ported. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  memorials 
will  be  presented  to  the  1960  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  Denver,  request¬ 
ing  that  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  be  authorized  to  set  up  a  hos¬ 
pital  benefit  program  for  ministers 
and  lay  employees  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Anticipating  such  a 
possibility,  the  board  appointed  a 
committee  to  give  consideration  to 
formulation  of  such  a  hospital  ben¬ 
efit  program. 

Obscenity  Bill 
On  Next  Senate 
Session’s  Agenda 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Legis¬ 
lation  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the 
Postmaster  General  in  dealing  with 
obscenity  in  the  mails  is  expected 
to  receive  the  early  attention  of  the 
Senate  when  Congress  reconvenes 
next  January. 

A  bill  sponsored  by  Rep.  Kathryn 
E.  Granahan  (D.-Pa.)  extending  the 
Postmaster  General’s  authority  to 
impound  the  mail  of  suspected  of¬ 
fenders  was  approved  by  the  House 
but  did  not  reach  the  Senate  in  time 
for  committee  action. 


stitutional  principle  of  Church- 
State  separation  does  not  rule  out 
teaching  about  religion  in  public 
schools. 

Teachers  in  80  per  cent  of  the 
schools  are  now  permitted  to  talk 
about  religion  factually  and  ob¬ 
jectively. 


Cross  Appears  In  Sky  As  Eisenhower,  Khrushchev  Dine 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)— A  Maltest  Cross  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  sky  over  Washington  as  President 
Eisenhower  and  other  high-ranking  officials  attended 
a  dinner  given  by  Premier  Nikita  S.  Khrushchev  at  the 
Russian  Embassy  here. 

How  it  came  to  appear  and  who — if  anyone — was 
responsible  for  it,  remains  a  mystery. 

The  Christianform,  a  non-sectarian  religious  or¬ 
ganization,  responsible  for  the  10,000  foot-high  Latin 
Cross  which  appeared  in  the  sky  when  Mr.  Khrushchev 
arrived  in  Washington  knew  nothing  of  it.  It  was  not 
made  by  a  sky-writing  airplane,  nor  could  any  evidence 
be  detected  that  it  was  being  projected  by  searchlight 
beams. 

Vincent  Shields,  Religious  News  Service  photo  cor¬ 
respondent,  said  his  attention  was  called  to  it  by  a  re¬ 
porter  for  the  Washington  Daily  News.  Together,  they 
climbed  to  the  roof  of  the  Daily  News  building  and 
tried  to  photograph  it.  The-negatives,  when  developed, 


a  few  minutes  later,  turned  up  nothing. 

Thinking  it  was  just  an  optical  illusion,  Mr.  Shields 
completed  his  business  at  the  newspaper  office  and 
left  for  home.  Outside,  as  he  approached  his  parked 
car,  he  looked  up  and  saw  the  sign  of  the  Cross  again, 
this  time  very  clearly.  He  took  out  a  tripod,  mounted 
his  camera,  and  took  a  three-minute  time  exposure  as 
the  symbol  seemed  to  hover  over  the  spire  of  a  nearby 
church  steeple. 

This  time  the  film,  when  developed,  disclosed  that 
Mr.  Shields  was  not  seeing  things.  There  was  a  near¬ 
perfect  Maltest  Cross  suspended  in  mid-air. 

Apparently,  few  people  in  Washington  saw  the 
symbol.  No  one  has  come  forward  with  any  explana¬ 
tion  for  it.  Three  blocks  away,  the  Eisenhowers  were 
dining  with  the  Russian  leader.  According  to  reporters, 
who  saw  it  intermittently  for  two  hours,  it  disappeared 
about  11  p.m.  No  one  saw  it  in  any  other  section  of 
town. 
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Handbook  For  Total  Enlistment 

THE  theme  for  this  year’s  Methodist  program  on  a  general 
church  level  is  “Total  Enlistment.”  This  year  marks  the 
completion  of  the  1956-60  quadrennium  which  has  been  em¬ 
phasizing  the  local  church  and  higher  education.  The  final  year 
of  this  program  looks  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  dream  of  every 
church  leader  who  has  responsibility  in  marshalling  the  strength 
of  the  church  in  any  great  undertaking:  the  total  enlistment  of  all 
Methodists  in  kingdom  building. 

We  shall  be  having  something  to  say  from  time  to  time  relative 
to  this  theme  and  its  implication  for  all  areas  of  Methodist  program. 
At  this  time  we  would  like  to  call  every  Methodist  leader’s  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  recent  publication  by  Methodist  Evangelistic  Materials 
entitled,  “Methodist  Total  Enlistment.”  Eight  Methodist  Bishops, 
as  well  as  two  Evangelism  Board  staff  members,  have  contributed 
materials  to  this  publication. 

This  booklet  will  be  the  handbook  for  the  year  of  Total  Enlist¬ 
ment  emphasis,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  at  least  every  pastor 
and  lay  person  who  holds  a  responsible  place  in  the  local  church 
program. 

It  may  be  ordered  from  Methodist  Evangelistic  Materials,  1908 
Grand  Ave.,  Nashville  5,  Tenn.;  price,  single  copy,  50c;  quantities 
of  12  or  more,  35c  each. 

Universality  At  Home 

THROUGHOUT  World- Wide  Methodism,  as  in  several  other 
Protestant  communions,  next  Sunday  will  be  World-Wide 
Communion  Day.  Methodists  are  asked  to  give  special  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  universal  aspects  of  their  faith,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  identification  of  themselves  with  all  others  who  share 
the  Christian  faith.  As  the  day  begins  with  the  rising  of  the  sun 
on  the  international  date  line  in  mid-Pacific  and  continuing  on 
around  the  world,  Methodists  will  be  crowding  altars,  sharing  a 
visible  and  still  greater  invisible  fellowship,  bearing  witness  to  the 
redemptive  love  of  God  as  revealed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  final  test  of  the  universal  breadth  of  any  local  church  or 
member  is  the  degree  to  which  that  church’s  membership  or  that 
member  has  caught  something  of  the  universal  scope  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  message  as  preached,  taught  and  lived  by  Jesus  Christ.  Per¬ 
haps  as  never  before,  each  Christian  is  faced  daily  with  situations 
which  test  the  breadth  of  his  or  her  faith.  The  average  Christian 
must  answer  for  himself  repeatedly,  such  questions  as,  (1)  Is  the 
Christian  gospel  applicable  to  all  peoples  and  everywhere?  (2)  Is 
there  a  fellowship  among  all  Christians  which  transcends  all  dis¬ 
tances,  levels  of  society,  races,  and  cultures?  (3)  Does  this  universal 
application  of  the  Christian  gospel  have  a  revelance  to  the  every¬ 
day  experiences  of  the  Christian  believer  within  his  immediate 
environment? 

World-Wide  Communion  Day  is  an  annual  reminder  that  the 
answer  to  these  three  questions  is  a  resounding,  emphatic  yes. 
Many  of  us  need  this  reminder,  because  there  are  many  forces  at 
work  in  the  world  which  disrupt,  confuse,  divide,  promote  ani¬ 
mosity,  exploit,  set  group  against  group,  race  against  race,  and  use 
all  manner  of  means  to  promote  a  continual  state  of  disunity.  There 
are  those,  God  forbid,  that  even  do  this  in  the  name  of  the  same 
Jesus  who  prayed  that  all  men  might  be  one  even  as  He  was  one 
with  his  Father  in  Heaven.  World-Wide  Communion  Day  serves 
to  reinforce  the  Christian  point  of  view  that  in  Christ  and  through 
Christ,  there  is  a  Christian  purpose  in  life  that  both  saves  and 
gives  meaning  to  all  of  life. 

Methodists  would  do  well  to  approach  the  Lord’s  Table  next 


Sunday  with  heartfelt  repentance  and  new  determination  that  in 
Christ  they  will  do  much  more  within  their  own  individual  spheres 
of  living  to  give  added  meaning  to  the  universal  application  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Deeds  Will  Show  Khrushchev’s  Sincerity 

HERE  is  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Khrushchev’s  visit  raised  the 
hopes  of  Americans  that  international  relations  can  be  im¬ 
proved,  considerably  lessening  tension  between  West  and 
East.  If  that  was  the  purpose  of  the  visit,  the  mission  was  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Just  what  the  future  holds  in  international  relations  now 
depends  on  what  Mr.  Khrushchev  and  his  Soviet  associates  want. 

One  thing  is  perfectly  plain,  however.  Americans  will  be  in  a 
far  better  position  to  evaluate  the  sincerity  of  the  Russian  leader’s 
words  and  actions  than  they  have  ever  been  before.  Mr.  Khrush¬ 
chev’s  views  on  a  number  of  issues  are  now  a  matter  of  public 
record.  It  is  doubtful  if  as  much  newspaper  space,  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  time  has  ever  before  been  given  an  international  visitor  as 
that  given  Mr.  Khrushchev. 

Numbers  of  times  he  faced  dozens  of  newspaper,  radio  and 
television  news  reporters  and  analysts.  He  was  given  ample  op¬ 
portunity  to  get  himself  on  record  on  almost  every  conceivable 
significant  issue  affecting  international  matters.  One  would  get 
the  impression  that  he  and  his  people  desire  peace,  a  lessening  of 
the  cold  war  tension,  and  apparently  even  complete  disarmament. 
He  endeavored  to  leave  the  impression  that  what  the  Soviets  really 
want  is  a  friendly,  competitive  race  between  communism  and  capi- 
alism,  without  fear  of  military  threats. 

American  people  will  now  watch  Mr.  Khrushchev’s  activities 
with  great  interest.  There  will  be  ample  opportunity  for  him  to 
show  by  deeds  that  what  he  said  here  really  represented  his  views 
and  intentions. 
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S.A.  Conf.  Notes— 

Conference  on  Ministry  To  Be  Held 
In  Conway,  January  7, 1960 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  Conference  on  Ministry,  January  7,  1960, 
for  the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Conway. 

The  program  will  be  under  the  leadership  of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
the  District  Superintendents,  Board  of  Ministerial  Training,  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation,  and  the  Commission  on  Christian  Vocations. 

There  will  be  two  chief  purposes  in  such  a  meeting:  to  help  persons 
to  better  understand  what  is  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Christian  Min¬ 
istry,  and  to  understand  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  preparation  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry. 

Watch  for  announcements  about  the  program  plans. 


Conference  Week-end  Mission 
for  Youth 

Plans  are  underway  to  have  a  con¬ 
ference-wide  Weekend  Christian 
Witness  Mission  for  youth,  to  be 
held  in  North  Little  Rock,  March 
18-20. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  mission 
could  be  held  in  the  early  fall,  but 
there  were  so  many  activities  in 
most  of  our  churches  that  it  seemed 
unwise  to  plan  this  program  before 
March. 

This  program  will  be  a  coopera¬ 
tive  program  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Youth  Council  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  Board  of  Evangelism  and 
Board  of  Education.  The  North  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Sub-District  will  give 
leadership  in  this  program  in  co¬ 
operation  with  all  the  youth  of  the 
North  Little  Rock  Churches. 

Each  .district  in  the  conference 
will  be  asked  to  send  a  team  to  this 
weekend  mission. 


Youth  Program  Makes  Advances 

Reports  which  we  have  received 
in  group  meetings  across  the  Con¬ 
ference  indicate  that  a  number  of 
local  churches  are  attempting  to  do 
a  greater  job  in  the  program  of 
youth  work. 

We  believe  that  there  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  realization  that  greater  efforts 
must  be  made  to  help  youth  devel¬ 
op  an  effective  program  in  the  local, 
church. 

A  few  years  ago  that  was  an  at¬ 
titude  that  if  youth  were  to  work 
out  their  program  they  would  do  a 
great  job,  but  that  concept  no  long¬ 
er  holds.  The  General  Board  of 
Education,  Youth  Department  is 
now  urging  that  in  all  meetings  un¬ 
der  this  leadership  that  there  must 
be  one  adult  for  each  four  youth. 
This  is  the  plan  for  Jurisdictional 
Workshop.  This  was  required  for 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  groups 
going  to  National  Convocation. 

Many  of  our  local  churches  are 
coming  to  realize  that  there  will  be 
a  good  youth  program  only  when 
there  is  good  adult  leadership,  will¬ 
ing  to  prepare  and  lead  youth  as 
counselors. 

Youth  want  such  leadership. 
They  need  good  departmental  or 
divisional  leaders,  and  program 
area  advisors.  These  adults  are  not 
to  make  the  program  and  hand  it 
to  youth,  but  to  work  with  youth 
and  give  them  guidance. 

More  churches  are  realizing  the 


importance  of  helping  the  youth  to 
use  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  Handbook.  The  adults  need  the 
Guidebook  for  Adult  Workers  with 
Youth.  The  Planbook  is  needed  by 
youth  and  adult  leaders. 

While  we  have  excellent  reports 
from  a  number  of  churches  we 
know  that  there  are  yet  many 
churches  not  doing  the  job  in  the 
youth  program  that  should  be  going 
on  in  the  local  church. 

The  past  summer  has  been  a  good 
summer  in  the  Youth  Activities’ 
Week  Programs  and  Christian  Ad¬ 
venture  Week  Programs.  Hundreds 
of  youth  and  their  adult  workers 
have  been  in  these  programs. 

This  has*  been  probably  the  best 
summer  we  have  had  in  Junior 
High  and  Senior  High  Camps. 

More  and  more  churches  are  de¬ 
veloping  Older  Youth  groups.  Some 
churches  are  finding  that  they  need 
to  have  a  combination  of  older 
youth  and  younger  young  adults. 
These  age  ranges  have  often  been 
lost  by  the  church. 

If  your  church  has  not  started  a 
greater  program  for  youth  now  is 
the  time  to  get  such  a  program  un¬ 
der  way. 

Vacation 
Church  Schools 

Pine  Ridge 

The  Pine  Ridge  Methodist 
Church  completed  a  most  success¬ 
ful  Vacation  Bible  School  on  July 
17.  The  Kindergarten  class  was  led 
by  Mrs.  Marie  Blades  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  Travis;  the  Primary  group  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Watson  and  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tin  Brumfield;  the  Junior  girls 
group  by  Mrs.  Nettie  Gray  and  Mrs. 
Margie  Peavy.  The  Junior  boys 
were  taught  by  Rev.  M  S.  Robert¬ 
son  and  the  Intermediate  class  was 
led  by  Mrs.  M.  S.  Robertson. 

A  very  interesting  program  was 
given  at  the  closing  of  the  Bible 
School  on  July  20  at  7:30  p.m.  Songs 
and  brief  talks  about  the  studies 
were  presented  by  the  Kindergar¬ 
ten,  Primary,  and  Junior  groups. 

The  Intermediate  class  presented 
as  their  contribution,  a  three  act 
play  entitled,  “Greatness  Has  No 
Barriers."  Mrs.  Robertson  acted  as 


DR.  JAMES  W.  MAY 


director  and  Miss  Hilda  Brumfield 
assisted. 


Bearden 

The  Methodist  Church  at  Bear¬ 
den,  Ark.,  held  its  Vacation  Bible 
School  August  17-21.  Classes  were 
taught  for  the  Nursery,  Kindergar¬ 
ten,  Primary  and  Juniors.  Text  for 
the  Nursery  and  Kindergarten  was 
“God  and  His  World.”  Freda  Dial 
supervised  this  department,  with 
Charlotte  Abbott  as  co-worker. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Pennington  with 
Cleo  Nelle  Beard  taught  the  Pri¬ 
mary  class.  Their  theme  was  “The 
Earth  is  Full  of  His  Riches.”  Mrs. 
Jo  Berry  assisted  by  Sandra  Birch 
taught  the  Juniors;  their  theme 
“Finding  God  Through  Work  and 
Worship." 

Commencement  exercises  were  Fri¬ 
day  night.  Rev.  Carr  Dee  Racup, 
pastor,  led  the  devotional  each 
morning.  Mrs.  Fred  Dial,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  superintendent,  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  school. 


Mooringspori 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at 
the  Mooringsport  Methodist  Church, 
Mooringsport,  Louisiana,  August 
10th-14th.  With  an  enrollment  of 
56  and  9  workers.  Kindergarten, 
Mrs.  Joe  Turrentine,  Mrs.  R.  R. 
Harrison  —  Primary,  Mrs.  B.  M. 
Dearing,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Burks  —  Junior, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Nicols,  Mrs.  Wiley  Gard¬ 
ner  —  Mrs.  Edwin  Elder,  director 
and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Rodgers,  co-director. 
Refreshments  were  furnished  by 
the  merchants  of  the  town  and  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice.  Rev.  Troy  Garrett  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


Ville  Platte 

The  Vacation  Bible  School  held 
last  week  at  the  Ville  Platte,  La., 
Methodist  Church,  was  termed  one 
of  the  most  successful  in  the 
Church’s  history. 

There  were  43  children  and  work¬ 
ers  enrolled  in  the  school  with  an 
average  attendance  of  37. 

Friday  morning,  July  31,  a  shar- 


L.  R.  Christian 
Workers  School 
To  Be  October  18-22 

The  Annual  Training  School  for 
Christian  Workers  of  the  Little 
Rock  Methodist  Churches  will  be 
held  October  18-22  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Little  Rock.  The 
opening  session  of  the  school  will 
be  at  2:30  p.m.  Sunday,  October  18. 
The  evening  sessions  will  be  from 
7:15  to  9:15  Monday  through  Thurs¬ 
day. 

Officers  for  the  school  are:  Rev. 
Otto  W.  Teague,  chairman;  Rev. 
E.  D.  Galloway,  dean;  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Trieschmann,  secretary;  and 
James  H.  Johnson,  treasurer. 

Pre-enrollment  is  now  underway. 
Pastors  are  requested  to  report  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Galloway  on  Monday,  Oc¬ 
tober  5  and  October  12,  giving  the 
enrollment  by  classes. 

As  in  former  years,  a  nursery  will 
be  provided  for  small  children,  two 
years  of  age  and  over,  a  study  hall 
for  school  age  children. 

Dr.  James  W.  May,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Church  History,  Emory 
University,  will  lead  a  course  in, 
“The  Work  of  the  Local  Church.” 
Dr.  May  is  now  making  a  study  of 
the  development  of  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Church  in  American  Methodism 
He  lectured  in  the  “Great  Thinkers” 
series  at  the  University  of  Georgia 
in  1956. 

Other  instructors  and  their  cours¬ 
es  are:  Miss  Evelyn  Briant,  “Work¬ 
ing  with  Nursery  Children;”  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Beall,  “Understanding  Chil¬ 
dren;”  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen,  “Your 
Home  Can  Be  Christian;”  Mrs.  Bar- 
b  a  r  a  Pittard,  “Helping  Adults 
Learn;”  Dr.  Trigg  James,  “Chris¬ 
tian  Education  in  the  Church;”  Dr. 
Lindsey  Pherigo,  “Paul,  The  Man 
and  His  Work;”  and  Dr.  James  Up¬ 
ton,  “Guiding  Seniors  and  Older 
Youth.” 


ing  program  was  held,  and  certifi¬ 
cates  awarded. 

The  beginners  class  taught  by 
Mrs.  Bruce  Fontenot  and  June 
Marie  Hewett  studied,  “God  and 
His  World.” 

The  Primary  class  taught  by  Mrs. 
Andrew  Vidrine  studies,  “The 
Earth  Is  Full  of  His  Riches.”  There 
were  ten  in  this  class,  and  each 
child  had  perfect  attendance. 

The  Junior  Class  taught  by  Mrs. 
M.  O.  Malloy  studied,  “Finding  God 
Through  Work  and  Worship.”  This 
class  reported  perfect  attendance, 
too. 

The  Intermediate  and  Senior 
Classes  made  up  of  fifteen  teen¬ 
agers  studied  the  book  of  “Luke” 
taught  by  Mrs.  Lelia  Hickman  and 
assisted  by  Mrs.  W.  O.  Tilton. 

Each  morning  all  classes  met  to¬ 
gether  for  a  devotional  before  go¬ 
ing  to  classes.  All  the  children  en¬ 
joyed  this  very  much.  A  collection 
of  $12.65  was  taken  and  sent  to  the 
conference  treasurer  for  Children’s 
T.V.  World  Service  special.  Mrs. 
M.  O.  Malloy  was  the  director  of 
this  Vacation  School. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


YOU  HAVE  A  GIFT 

If  someone  were  to  say  to  you,  “Stir  up  the  gift  of  God  which  is 
in  you,”  what  would  you  think  he  meant?  Most  likely  you  would 
ask  yourself,  “What  special  gift  have  I?”  Commonly,  when  we  speak 
of  gifts  of  God,  we  think  of  unusual  endowments  such  as  a  glorious 
singing  voice,  an  artistic  sense  of  touch,  a  power  of  literary  expres¬ 
sion. 

Not  many  of  us,  however,  have  these  outstanding  talents  in  such 
degree  that  we  could  be  called  gifted.  Most  of  us  are  just  ordinary 
run-of-the-mine  individuals.  In  our  families  we  may  have  been 
overshadowed  by  some  more  brilliant  brother  or  sister.  In  school 
we  were  not  singled  out  for  special  distinction.  Since  leaving  school 
we  have  made  no  name  which  gets  featured  and  no  fortune  worth 
mentioning. 

Of  course,  we  can  always  think  of  some  persons  who  seem  less 
gifted.  When  we  feel  dwarfed  by  our  superiors,  we  can  build  up  our 
egos  by  glancing  at  those  who  appear  less  favored.  But  it  is  not  very 
satisfactory  to  fluctuate  between  deflation  and  inflation  because  our 
self-valuation  depends  on  such  comparisons. 

Emerson  once  said,  “Every  man  I  meet  is  my  superior  in  some 
way.  In  that,  I  learn  of  him.”  What  if  we  caught  Emerson’s  insight 
and  attitude,  and  instead  of  looking  at  ourselves  to  see  how  our  traits 
stood  out  from  others,  we  were  to  study  others  looking  for  their  gifts 
that  we  might  learn  of  them  and  link  ourselves  with  them.  Certainly 
such  an  attitude  would  enrich  our  inner  lives  and  sweeten  our  rela¬ 
tionships. 

Better  than  comparison  with  others’  talents  is  the  stirring  up  of 
God’s  gifts  within  ourselves.  A  veteran  of  life’s  battles  once  wrote  a 
letter  to  a  young  recruit  named  Timothy  telling  him,  “Stir  up  the 
gift  of  God  which  is  in  thee  by  the  putting  on  of  my  hands.”  The 
young  man  was  not  of  exceptional  ability,  but  he  had  been  commis¬ 
sioned  to  God’s  service  and  he  had  the  qualifications  given  by  God 
for  that  service.  Saint  Paul,  the  writer  of  the  letter,  reminds  him 
what  they  are:  "God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power 
and  love  and  of  a  sound  mind.”  Young  Timothy’s  confidence  and 
zeal  seem  to  have  waned  and  the  old  maestro  is  telling  him  to  bestir 
himself. 

Paul  reminds  him  that  such  a  spirit  of  fearfulness  is  not  what 
God  gave  us.  God  gives  us  “the  spirit  of  power.”  He  meant  us  to 
have  a  trustful  attitude  toward  life.  The  normal,  healthy  child 
reaches  out  its  arms  to  life.  It  goes  out  toward  both  the  bad  and  the 
good,  toward  the  fire,  the  water,  the  poison.  It  has  to  learn  what  is 
good  and  what  is  bad. 

But  in  the  teaching,  the  child  is  not  to  be  made  timid.  It  should 
be  taught  not  mere  fear  of  fire,  but  the  proper  use  of  it;  not  mere 
fear  of  water,  but  how  to  swim.  God  meant  us  to  say  "yes”  to  life. 
And  when  we  let  that  affirmative  attitude  fall  into  a  negative  sus¬ 
picious  cast  of  mind,  one  becomes  like  the  fearful  man  in  Our  Lord’s 
parable  who  buried  his  one  talent  and  had  it  taken  away  from  him. 

When  Paul  bids  Timothy  “stir  up  the  gift,”  the  word  he  uses 
suggests  the  stirring  of  a  fire.  When  a  fire  has  died  down,  what  is 
the  first  thing  we  do  to  it?  We  poke  it.  And  that  is  the  first  thing 
most  of  us  need  when  we  fall  into  our  low  moods  of  fearfulness  and 
listlessness.  Often  we  need  to  break  our  inertia  by  our  own  initiative. 
We  should  say  to  ourselves,  “Snap  out  of  it.  Shake  it  off.” 

But  often  the  fire  of  our  spirit  needs  more  than  mere  poking  of 
the  will.  Jesus  kept  up  the  morale  of  His  first  followers  by  putting 
on  more  fuel  to  feed  the  flame  of  their  flock.  Hear  Him:  “Fear  not, 
little  flock,  it  is  your  Father’s  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom.” 

Similarly,  we  need  to  feed  our  minds  with  some  morale  builders. 
Saint  Paul  suggested  thinking  about  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
pure,  honorable,  just  and  of  good  report. 

Also  God  gave  us  the  gift  of  love.  In  these  times  of  the  cold  war 
and  racial  tensions  the  fires  of  love  have  died  down.  We  need  to  feed 
our  minds  with  thoughts  that  warm  the  heart.  Take  time  to  meditate 
on  God’s  goodness.  His  mercy,  His  love  revealed  in  Christ  and  in  the 
good  earth  and  morning  skies  and  evening  stars.  Take  time  to  look 
into  the  eyes  of  loving  friends  and  listen  to  the  laughter  of  little  chil¬ 
dren  and  count  the  kindnesses  of  even  casual  acquaintances.  Read 
some  religious  publications,  and  of  course,  the  Book  of  Books.  The 
fire  of  love  will  begin  to  glow. 

And  stir  up  also  God’s  other  gift  which  Paul  mentions — a  sound 
mind.  Most  of  us  use  only  a  fraction  of  our  mental  potential.  This 
power  to  think,  to  hope,  to  remember,  to  dream,  to  love.  As  Shakes¬ 
peare  said,  “How  noble  in  reason,  how  infinite  in  faculty  ...  in  ap¬ 
prehension  how  like  a  god.” 

We  do  not  know  where  we  shall  be  a  year  from  now,  but  we  can 
determine  what  kind  of  person  we  shall  be. 


"May  I  have  a  moment  to  discuss  your  church 
pledge?" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  Day  Over  the  Pacific 

A  friend  of  mine  who  was  in  the 
Pacific  theater  of  action  in  World 
War  II  once  described  the  Pacific 
ocean  as  “An  awfully  big  pond.” 
If  you  don’t  think  it  is,  then  fly 
over  it  some  time.  It  takes  over 
thirty  hours  flying  at  more  than 
300  miles  per  hour  to  cross  it.  Of 
course,  there  are  fuel  stops  at 
Guam,  Wake  and  Honolulu.  But  it’s 
still  a  long  ride,  especially  when 
you’re  going  home  in  a  crowded 
plane  and  sit  for  hours  in  the  same 
seat.  But  the  changing  pattern  of 
sea  and  sky  on  this  vast  body  of 
water  is  something  interesting  and 
beautiful  to  watch.  Far  below  us  a 
ship  creeps  along,  taking  weeks  to 
go  where  we  shall  go  in  hours.  All 
day  the  picture  continues  to  change. 

We  came  down  to  land  on  Wake, 
a  tiny  island  barely  three  square 
miles  in  area.  How  can  the  cap¬ 
tain  find  it  in  this  vast  ocean?  Wake 
still  bears  the  scars  of  war.  The 
bulk  of  a  sunken  ship,  remains  of 
big  gun  emplacements;  scraps  of 
airplanes;  all  tell  a  story  of  death 
and  violence  on  this  tiny  part  of 
the  world.  But  the  land  is  welcome 
and  we  walk  the  white  coral  streets 
for  exercise.  Inhabitants  of  this 
tight  little  community  seem  to  live 
to  themselves,  depending  only  on 
each  other  for  companionship.  Soon 
we  return  to  the  plane. 

Now  the  sun  has  set  and  night 
begins  to  creep  up  out  of  the  east¬ 
ern  horizon.  The  sea  that  has  been 
a  beautiful  blue  all  this  bright  sum¬ 
mer  day  begins  to  take  on  a  leaden 
color,  casting  its  gray  back  into  the 
many  clouds  that  are  always  below 


us.  All  around  us  the  sea  has  melt¬ 
ed  into  the  sky.  There  is  no  hori¬ 
zon  now;  just  a  sort  of  limitless 
bowl  extending  up  from  the  water 
to  the  clear  sky  above  us  and  our 
plane  seems  to  be  hung  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  bowl  with  only  the  hum 
of  the  engines  to  prove  that  we  are 
in  motion. 

The  smiling  stewardess  has  just 
come  by  with  dinner.  I  enjoyed 
Chinese  and  Philippine  food,  but 
after  all  there’s  nothing  like  the 
kind  of  “cooking”  that  I  have  lived 
with  all  my  life.  There  is  hot  broth, 
beef  and  gravy  with  green  salad. 

The  stars  are  out  now  and  from 
our  high  position  (13,000  feet)  they 
shine  like  jewels.  Soon  the  lights 
inside  the  plane  will  be  dimmed 
and  we  shall  all  try  to  sleep  a  few 
hours  before  we  reach  Honolulu, 
Capital  of  the  newest  state  in  the 
Unioh.  In  another  day  I’ll  be  home, 
HOME!  What  a  beautiful  word  to 
the  tired  traveller.  I  have  lived 
all  summer  with  almost  no  privacy. 
Home,  among  other  joys,  will  be  a 
place  of  privacy  where  we  can  shut 
out  the  world  and  discuss  a  busy, 
eventful,  fruitful  summer.  Home 
will  be  the  streets  of  our  little  town 
where  old  friends  will  welcome 
the  traveller  with  warm  greetings 
and  firm  handclasps.  Every  time  I 
think  of  home  the  plane  seems  to 
slow  down.  Home  will  be  the  place 
where  I  sing  with  a  new  apprecia¬ 
tion  the  well-known  hymn: 
“Americ^;  America;  God  shed  His 

Grace  on  thee, 

And  crown  thy  good  with  brother¬ 
hood 

From  sea  to  shining  sea.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Leuon  bated  on  “International  Sunday  SchoolLessone;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ”  copyrighted  ^SlfortheDivision  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  u.S.a. 


Lesson  for  October  11,  1959:  FILLED  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  CHAPTER  1.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS 
2:1-4,  22-24,  32-38. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Repent  and  be  baptized  everyone  of  you  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins;  and  you  shall  receive  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Acts  2:38.  (RSV) 


Last  Sunday  we  studied  the  last  meeting  and 
conversation  of  Jesus  with  His  disciples  and  His 
parting  commandments.  We  had  also  the  record 
of  Christ’s  ascension  and  the  presence  of  the  two 
angels  who  spoke  to  the  apostles  after  Jesus 
had  disappeared  in  the  cloud  above  them. 

We  were  told  in  that  lesson  that,  after  this 
amazing  experience,  the  disciples,  with  others, 
returned  to  Jerusalem.  At  Jerusalem  “They 
went  up  into  an  upper  room.”  Bible  scholars 
tell  us  that  this  was  probably  the  “Upper  Room” 
where  Jesus  observed  the  Feast  of  the  Passover 
with  His  disciples  the  night  before  His  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  instituted  the  Lord’s  Supper.  It  is 
probable,  also,  that  this  was  the  hiding  place 
of  the  disciples  after  the  crucifixion  and  until 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  After  the  ascension 
they  returned  to  an  upper  room  for  the  ten  days 
before  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  As  formerly  stated, 
many  think  that  this  upper  room  was  in  the 
home  of  Mary  the  mother  of  Mark. 

During  the  ten  days  of  waning  ar.d  praying, 
the  disciples  gave  evidence  of  their  faith  in  the 
future  of  the  Christian  movement  by  selecting 
Matthias  to  fill  the  vacancy  among  the  original 
twelve  disciples  caused  by  the  fall  of  Judas. 
Matthias  was  chosen  “To  be  a  witness  with  us 
of  his  resurrection.”  It  was  there  in  this  upper 
room,  also,  that  the  disciples  had  the  marvelous 
experience  of  being  “Filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

Today,  when  we  speak  of  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost,  we  commonly  think  no  further  about  the 
day  than  that  it  was  the  time  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  the  lives  of  those  waiting  in 
the  upper  room.  Some  even  think  that  the  day 
originated  with  that  experience. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost  was  a  feast  day  which  had  been  widely 
observed  by  the  Jews  since  soon  after  their  de¬ 
liverance  from  Egyptian  bondage.  In  the  Jewish 
calendar  the  Day  of  Pentecost  came  seven  weeks 
and  one  day  after  the  Sabbath  of  the  Passover 
Feast.  The  day  had  different  names.  It  was 
called  “The  Feast  of  Weeks,”  “The  Feast  of 
Fruits,”  and  “The  Feast  of  Harvest.”  It  was,  as 
these  names  indicate,  an  agricultural  feast. 

The  Situation  In  Jerusalem 

Jerusalem  was  the  center  of  excitement  and 
activity  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Only  fifty 
days  earlier  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  had  been 
observed  in  Jerusalem.  This  was  a  day  of  patri¬ 
otic,  nationalistic,  religious  excitement  among 
the  Jews.  At  that  time  the  city  was  filled  with 
Jews  who  had  come  from  many  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  Day  of  Pentecost,  coming  at  the  close  of 
the  harvest  season,  was  also  a  great  day  among 
the  Jews.  There  were  Jews  from  many  nations 
present  in  Jerusalem  for  this  feast  day.  Acts 
2:4  reads:  "And  there  were  dwelling  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  Jews,  devout  men,  out  of  every  nation 
under  heaven.”  A  few  verses  later  the  writer 
names  fifteen  of  these  nations  represented. 

We  may  safely  assume  that  the  trial,  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  the  reported  resurrection  of  Jesus 
was  “the  talk  of  the  town”  as  these  Jews  came 
together  to  observe  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  It 
was  under  such  circumstances  and  surroundings 
that  the  group  in  the  upper  room  had  an  em¬ 
powering  experience  for  service  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  them. 


What  Happened  On  Day  of  Pentecost 

The  disciples,  with  other  followers  of  Jesus, 
were  in  the  upper  room  with  one  accord  and 
place  and  in  prayer.  There  seemed  to  come  an 
audible  sound  like  a  rushing,  mighty  wind  that 
filled  the  house.  “Cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire 
.  .  .  And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues, 
as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.” 

A  great  multitude  gathered,  as  a  result  of 
the  noise  and  excitement,  “And  were  confound¬ 
ed  because  every  man  heard  them  speak  in  his 
own  language.”  Since  the  crowd  seemed  to 
know  that  most  of  the  disciples  were  Galileans, 
they  were  surprised  to  hear  them  speaking  in 
so  many  different  languages.  Others  mockingly 
said,  “These  men  are  full  of  new  wine.”  They 
were  simply  saying  that  the  crowd  was  on  a 
big  drunk. 

The  Meaning  of  The  Day  of  Penlecosi 

The  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the  world, 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  was  a  religious  event 
which  ranks  with  the  coming  of  Christ  into  the 
world  or  His  resurrection. 

Each  of  these  great  events  compliments  and 
supplements  the  other.  No  one  of  these  great 
events  would  have  full  meaning  without  the 
others.  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples  just  before 
His  crucifixion,  “It  is  to  your  advantage  that  I 
go  away  for  if  I  do  not  go  away  the  Counselor 
will  not  come  to  you.”  John  16:7  (RSV).  Jesus 
is  here  saying  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
world  that  He  go  away  in  order  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  might  come  into  the  world  and  do  His 
great  work  of  guiding  and  comforting  and  coun¬ 
seling  those  who  would  follow  Christ.  With  the 
coming  of  Christ,  there  came  a  new  life  into  the 
world.  With  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
there  came  a  new  Power  into  the  world  to  help 
us  attain  that  life  pictured  by  the  Master. 

There  are  those  who  call  Pentecost  the  birth¬ 
day  of  the  Christian  church.  This  viewpoint  is 
not  unanimous.  Some  churches  think  that  the 
Christian  church  began  with  John  the  Baptist. 
Some  people  think  it  began  at  the  time  of  the 
Great  Confession.  Acts  11:26  says,  “And  the 
disciples  were  first  called  Christians  in  Anti¬ 
och.”  This,  of  course  was  at  a  much  later  date 
than  any  of  the  times  mentioned. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  there  never  was  a 
particular  time  when  an  assembled  group  said, 
“Go  to,  now  today  we  will  organize  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.”  The  development  of  the  Christian 
church  was  a  gradual  process.  It  was  quite  a 
while  before  even  the  followers  of  Jesus  tried 
seriously  to  break  away  from  the  Jewish  church. 
Paul  was  in  the  midst  of  his  first  great  mission¬ 
ary  journey  and  had  been  regularly  preaching 
in  Jewish  synagogues,  where  opportunity  was 
offered,  when  he  first  made  the  statement,  “Lo, 
we  turn  to  the  Gentiles.”  He  made  this  change 
in  the  plan  of  his  ministry  because  the  Jews 
would  not  give  him  a  sympathetic  hearing. 

Nevertheless,  regardless  of  the  particular 
time  when  it  first  dawned  upon  Christian  people 
that  they  composed  a  new,  separate  organiza¬ 
tion,  it  is  true  that  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  the 
Christian  forces  received  a  Power  which  made 
the  Christian  church  possible  in  that  early  day 
and  has  been  the  Power  which  has  made  possi¬ 
ble  development  and  progress  of  the  Christian 
church  even  down  until  today. 


We  Are  All  Spirit  Filled 

Every  human  life  is  dominated  by  an  in¬ 
dwelling  spirit.  The  soul  of  man  is  the  battle 
ground  for  the  two  great  forces  of  good  and  evil. 
Each  of  these  powers  is  so  strong  that  we  cannot 
resist  them  both.  We  cannot  resist  the  devil 
without  the  help  of  the  Lord  and  we  cannot  re¬ 
sist  God’s  call  unless  our  wills  are  supported 
by  the  power  of  evil. 

Jesus  made  this  very  plain  in  His  teachings. 
He  said,  “Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon.” 
Jesus  is  saying  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to 
show  allegiance  to  both  the  spirit  of  good  and 
evil  at  the  same  time.  Let  us  remember  that 
Jesus  also  said,  “He  that  is  not  with  me  is 
against  me;  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scat¬ 
tered  abroad.”  Here  Jesus  is  saying  that  we 
cannot  exclude  both  the  spirit  of  God  and  the 
spirit  of  evil.  We  will  be  aligned  with  one  or 
the  other. 

We  are  all  spirit  filled.  The  glorious  thing 
about  it  is  that  we  may  ourselves  choose  the 
spirit  that  is  to  possess  us.  It  was  the  Apostle 
Paul  who  said,  “Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which 
was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

How  Can  The  Holy  Spirit  Influence  Us? 

Some  one  may  ask,  How  can  the  Holy  Spirit 
possess,  protect  and  guide  our  lives?  We  should 
recognize  that  the  God  who  made  us  in  His 
own  image  can  throw  about  us  His  protecting, 
sustaining  Spirit,  if  we  but  permit. 

The  world  is  filled  with  examples  of  one 
mind  influencing  another.  Great  artists  of  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  have  left  the  impress  and  imprint 
of  their  lives  on  the  world  to  such  extent  that 
at  times  they  have  typed  the  style  of  art  in  the 
lives  of  artists  for  generations.  Great  teachers 
have  left  the  impress  of  their  personality  and 
teachings  so  indelibly  fixed  in  the  character  of 
the  pupil  that  he  carries  it  with  him  through 
life.  One  football  coach  is  better  than  another, 
not  because  he  knows  so  much  more  about  foot¬ 
ball,  but  because  he  can  so  inject  his  personality 
and  will  to  win  in  the  lives  of  his  players  that 
his  team  wins  while  others  lose.  We  often  say 
of  a  child,  “he  is  so  like  his  father.”  The  father 
had  been  able  to  so  instill  his  spirit  in  the  life 
of  his  child  that  he  not  only  looks  like  him  but 
is  like  him  in  life. 

Hypnotism  is  more  widely  used  today  than 
ever  before.  In  the  practice  of  hypnotism,  one 
mind  completely  dominates  another  mind  and 
leads  it  to  do  the  will  of  the  hypnotist.  If  in 
hypnotism  it  is  possible  for  one  human  mind  to 
so  influence  another  human  mind,  what  a  sim¬ 
ple  thing  it  would  be  for  Christ,  or  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  so  possess  our  lives,  if  we  but  permit. 
Let  us  remember  that  one  must  be  willing  to 
be  hypnotized  before  hypnosis  is  possible.  It  is 
just  as  true  that  one  must  be  willing  for  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  possess  him  and  guide  him  before 
it  can  be. 

Peter  The  Spokesman  Spoke 

When  the  multitudes  rushed  out  to  discover 
what  all  the  noise  was  about,  they  saw  a  band 
of  happy,  rejoicing  people.  It  was  said  of  the 
group  that  gathered,  “They  were  all  amazed, 
and  said  one  to  another,  What  meaneth  this?” 

Knowing  some  of  the  people  who  made  up 
the  group  of  rejoicing  Christians,  we  could 
readily  guess  which  one  of  the  group  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  answer  the  question  of  the  curious 
multitude.  Who  would  it  be  but  the  Apostle 
Peter?  Acts  1:15  begins,  “And  in  those  days 
Peter  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples  and 
said.”  That  was  when  they  were  about  to  se¬ 
lect  a  successor  to  Judas. 

In  today’s  lesson,  when  the  multitude  is 
asking  “What  meaneth  this?”  and  some  were 
saying  it  is  simply  a  drunken  carousal,  Acts  2:14 
begins,  “But  Peter,  standing  up  with  the  eleven, 
lifted  up  his  voice  and  said.”  What  Peter  said 
was  convicting  and  convincing.  Peter  reviewed 
the  multitude’s  part  in  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus 
and  preached  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord.  He 
concluded  his  sermon  with  the  statement, 
“Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  as¬ 
suredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  same  Jesus, 
whom  ye  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ.” 

What  Shall  We  Do? 

This  question  was  the  reaction,  not  of  one  or 
two,  but  of  the  multitude,  “What  shall  we  do?” 
Peter  said  “Repent  and  be  baptized  everyone  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.”  As  a  result, 
three  thousand  of  the  group  did  repent  and  were 
added  to  the  church  that  day. 
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REV.  J.  P.  WOODLAND,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  September  22  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa.  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow  is  the  pastor. 

mHE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Pollock 
X  Methodist  Church  has  recently  completed  a 
project  of  installing  a  new  hardwood  floor  in 
the  new  sanctuary  at  Pollock.  This  project, 
adopted  by  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  has  been 
completed  over  a  period  of  several  months. 

REV.  MINNS  S.  ROBERTSON  was  the  morn¬ 
ing  devotional  speaker  over  Radio  Station 
KABL,  Amite,  September  7-12  at  9:00  to  9:15. 
The  theme  for  the  meditations  was  ‘The  Evi¬ 
dences  of  Your  Devotion.”  The  Rev.  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son  is  pastor  of  the  Tangipahoa,  Pine  Ridge,  and 
Pine  Hill  Methodist  Churches. 

LESTER  DUNCAN  is  the  newly  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bogalusa.  Other  officers  include  Robert  Easter¬ 
ling,  vice-president;  Wm.  Buckalew,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  James  Keaton,  program  chairman. 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  the  pastor. 


following  a  covered  dish  luncheon.  Judge  Harper 
is  a  noted  speaker,  and  a  fine  Christian  man. 
Mrs.  Lucille  Durham  is  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education  of  the  Gordon  Avenue 
Church  and  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  the  pastor. 

A  BIBLE  STUDY  COURSE  will  be  held  in  St. 

Matthew’s  Methodist  Church,  Metairie,  be¬ 
ginning  Wednesday,  September  23,  and  conclud¬ 
ing  December  9.  The  pastor,  Rev.  C.  Ebb  Mun- 
den,  will  teach  the  course  which  will  be  divided 
into  two  parts  with  the  last  part  beginning  Janu¬ 
ary  13  and  continuing  through  April  13.  A  Bible 
Study  Course  will  be  held  each  Wednesday 
morning  at  10:00  a.m.  at  the  church  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  those  who  prefer  a  daytime  course. 
The  instructor  will  be  Mrs.  Jean  Mims. 

DR.  JIM  HAMILTON,  a  member  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and 
a  professor  at  the  Tulane  Medical  School,  will 
lead  a  Great  Books  Discussion  Group  beginning 
Wednesday,  October  7,  at  the  church.  The  Great 
Books  Discussion  Group  will  follow  a  planned 
reading  schedule  which  includes  the  outstanding 
books  of  our  literary  heritage.  These  books  will 
provide  the  basis  for  stimulating  and  challenging 
group  discussions.  Rev.  C.  Ebb  Munden  is  host 
pastor. 


REV.  JAMES  McLEAN,  pastor  of  St.  Claude 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  when  the  Second  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  observed  Rally  Day  on 
September  20.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McLean  is  a  very 
gifted  cartoonist  and  his  message  was  illustrated 
by  several  of  his  cartoons.  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel 
is  the  pastor. 

DR.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  on  Sunday, 
September  20.  Dr.  Cooke  visited  the  church  both 
as  a  preacher  and  to  better  inform  the  members 
concerning  the  college.  Henry  Bush  and  Bob 
Croom  are  the  Centenary  College  Committee. 
Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  JAMES  SPITZKEIT  and  his  family 
shared  in  "Pete  Spitzkeit  Day”  at  the  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bogalusa.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Spitzkeit  spoke  at  both 
the  morning  and  evening  worship  services.  An 
informal  reception  was  held  following  the  eve¬ 
ning  service.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  will  preach  at  the  DeQulncy 
Methodist  Church  at  10:45  a.m.,  Sunday,  October 
4.  His  subject,  ‘The  Human  Predicament,”  will 
be  based  on  his  recent  extended  trip  abroad. 
Time  will  be  given  for  questions  following  his 
message.  At  2:00  p.m.  he  will  conduct  Quarterly 
Conference  at  the  church.  Rev.  Hubert  A.  Gibbs 
is  the  pastor. 

EMBERS  OF  THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD  of 
St.  Matthew’s  Methodist  Church,  Metairie, 
gave  a  dinner  in  honor  of  the  new  members  of 
the  church  on  Friday,  September  25.  Board  Mem¬ 
bers  and  their  wives  will  act  as  hosts  and  host¬ 
esses  at  dinners  which  will  be  held  four  times  a 
year.  The  continuous  rapid  growth  of  the  church 
has  made  this  essential  in  order  to  better  wel¬ 
come  the  new  members  and  become  acquainted 
with  them.  Rev.  C.  Ebb  Munden  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

JUDGE  W.  M.  HARPER  of  Monroe  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Work¬ 
er’s  Conference  and  Church  School  Teachers  held 
at  the  Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  Monday  evening,  September  21.  The  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church 


IN  BEHALF  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson,  pastor,  presented  a  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible  to  each  of  the  children  in 
the  Third  Grade  Sunday  morning,  September  20. 
The  presentation  was  made  at  the  8:30  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Felps  is  the  Primary 
Department  Superintendent.  The  children  were 
seated  in  a  reserved  section  of  the  church  with 
the  members  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  directly 
behind  them. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  is  guest  evangelist  in 
revival  services  now  in  progress  at  the  Lisbon 
Methodist  Church  where  Rev.  George  P.  Goodwin 
is  pastor.  The  Lisbon  Church  is  a  former  pastor¬ 
ate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boddie,  who  will  attend  the 
Council  on  Evangelism  meeting  and  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Evangelistic  Crusade,  Octo¬ 
ber  14-20,  in  Hollywood-Los  Angeles.  He  will 
represent  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism  at  the  meeting. 

REV.  KIRBY  A.  VINING,  pastor  of  the  Ber¬ 
wick  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Septem¬ 
ber  7  through  September  13.  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  was  the  music  director,  and  music 
was  provided  by  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch  and  Mrs. 
Robert  H.  Hart.  Thomas  L.  Miller,  chairman  of 
the  Membership  and  Evangelism  committee, 
worked  with  his  committee  in  outlining  plans 
for  the  revival.  Rev.  Rex  Squyres  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Home  Board  has  recently  purchased 
a  lovely  building  lot  130  x  100  in  Pineville,  on 
which  they  will  build  a  home  in  the  early  spring 
of  1960.  The  lot  is  located  just  south  of  No.  62 
Purser  Street  on  a  new  street  named  Redd 
Street.  The  home  to  be  built,  is  the  gift  of  Miss 
Rosa  Mixer  of  the  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  is  being  given  as  a  memorial  to  her 
father  and  mother,  Mr.  Charles  Mixer  and  Mary 
Ann  Robinett  Mixer.  This  announcement  was 
made  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  Ober- 
lin  Methodist  Church,  preached  in  revival 


services  held  at  the  church  September  6-13.  This 
is  the  second  time  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  has 
held  revival  services  for  this  church.  The  past 
year’s  revival  was  preached  by  Mr.  Skinner,  be¬ 
ing  new  on  the  charge,  and  this  year’s  revival 
was  by  request.  Each  member  of  the  church  was 
on  a  committee  working  for  the  revival,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  all  reports  this  was  a  workable  pro¬ 
gram.  A.  M.  Moore  is  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  church  and  Mrs.  James  Sonnier  is 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Membership  and 
Evangelism. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Promotion  and  Program 
was  held  at  Kenner  Methodist  Church,  7:30 
p.m.  Sunday,  September  27.  Each  Sunday  School 
Department  participated  in  the  program.  Officers 
of  the  Sunday  School  Department  are:  Charles 
S.  Carrell,  Supt.;  Don  E.  Ward,  assistant  Supt.; 
Mrs.  Ann  Bailey,  Church  School  secretary;  Mrs. 
Naomi  Schadt,  Children’s  Supt.;  Mrs.  Nell  Max¬ 
well,  Primary  Supt.;  Mrs.  Mary  Creet,  Youth 
Supt.;  George  Klien,  Junior  Supt.;  and  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Royall,  chairman,  Commission  on  Education. 
Eighteen  Classes  are  held  each  Sunday  morning 
with  an  average  attendance  of  335.  Rev.  Marvin 
H.  Corley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  D.  D.  HOLT,  director  of  financial  pro¬ 
motion  for  the  Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Higher  Education,  has  been  elected 
acting  president  of  Scarritt  College,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  for  the  1959-60  school  year.  He  will  as¬ 
sume  immediately  the  duties  formerly  exercised 
by  the  Rev.  Foye  G.  Gibson,  who  resigned  to 
become  administrator  of  Asbury  Acres,  Mary¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  the  Holston  Methodist  Conference’s 
new  home  for  the  retired.  Mr.  Holt  was  elected 
September  14  by  the  Scarritt  board  of  trustees, 
meeting  at  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
building  in  Nashville.  Announcement  of  his  elec¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  H. 
Short,  Nashville,  president  of  the  board. 

A  RECORD  Sunday  School  attendance  was 
reached  on  Rally  Day  at  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa.  Byron 
Campbell  is  Membership  Superintendent  and 
Louis  Mitchell  is  Church  School  Superintendent. 
A  World  Friendship  Group  has  been  organized 
at  the  parsonage  with  Janice  Justice  as  chair¬ 
man;  Carolyn  Henderson,  program  chairman; 
Sandra  Jackson,  hostess  chairman;  and  Quida 
Quave  MYFund  treasurer.  Resource  leaders  are: 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Rigsby,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Givens  and  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow.  The  College  students  of  the 
church  were  entertained  at  the  parsonage  re¬ 
cently.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Givens,  secretary  of  Student 
Work,  assisted  and  Glynn  Strickland  provided 
music.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  CAMPBELL,  pastor  of 
Stephenson  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Taylors,  South  Carolina,  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Methodist  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Mr.  Campbell  be¬ 
came  associate  director  of  utilization  for  TRAFCO 
September  1.  In  this  position,  he  will  work  with 
other  Methodist  agencies  in  developing  their 
long-range  audio-visual  resources,  train  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  and  laymen  in  use  of  audio-vis¬ 
uals,  and  plan  programs  and  patterns  of  utiliza¬ 
tion  for  audio-visuals.  Mr.  Campbell’s  position 
is  one  created  by  the  reorganization  of  the 
TRAFCO  staff  after  the  death  of  three  staff 
members  in  a  plane  crash  last  February.  Before 
serving  the  South  Carolina  church,  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell  was  minister  of  Pearl  Methodist  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Parker  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  included  a 
successful  rummage  sale  held  in  the  Educational 
Building  by  the  Youth  Group  on  Saturday,  Sep¬ 
tember  12.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lincks  are  coun¬ 
selors  of  the  group.  On  Friday,  September  18,  a 
style  show  was  given  by  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  Among  those  who  contributed  to  its 
success  were  Mrs.  Alice  Mae  Campbell,  Carol 
Buck,  Anna  Mae,  Billy,  and  Mary  Lee  Campbell, 
Marie  Delvechio,  Linda  Herring,  Warren  Hull- 
inghorst,  Sandy  Sandford,  Linda  and  Ira  Fay 
Stanley,  Heldn  and  Kay  Williams.  John  and 
Jeanne  Lincks  are  counselors  for  this  group.  The 
Lamplighters  Class  of  the  church  is  planning  to 
have  a  rummage  sale  during  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember.  Mrs.  Larry  Scott  is  president  of  this 
class  and  Rev.  Ed  Barksdale  is  the  pastor. 
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SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  llih,  IS 

HARVEST  DAY 

for  the 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Ruston,  Louisiana 

Offerings  Received  On  Harvest  Day  And  Easter  Sunday  Are  Sole  Means 
Of  Making  Possible  This  Great  Ministry  Of  Methodism  To 
Those  Who  Need  God's  Love  -  Homeless  Children 

GIVE  GENEROUSLY 


A  Place  Which  They  Can  Call  Home. 


REV.  C.  B.  WHITE,  Superintendent 
REV.  R.  W.  VAUGHAN,  Superintendent  Emeritus 


Floyd  B.  James,  President 
J.  C.  Ritchie,  Vice-President 
Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  Secretary 
W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  Treasurer 


Rev.  Luman  Douglas 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 
W.  H.  Brumfield 
Rev.  R.  W.  Vaughan 
Dr.  M.  T.  Green 


G.  Thomas  Frazer 
Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor 
Rev.  Guy  M.  Hicks 
George  D.  Williams 


EX  OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick 


Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount 


Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry 
Mrs.  Glen  Laskey 
Dr.  Keith  Mason 


Mrs.  J.  C.  Whitaker 


A  Home  For  Homeless  Children  -  In  A  Christian  Environment 
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The  Senior  Rustic  Camp  was  held  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  July  22-31. 
Shown  above  is  one  of  the  " Family "  groups.  They  are,  I.  to  r.,  top  row,  Ann 
Duncan;  Johnnie  Burgess;  Miss  Jo  Ann  Richardson,  counselor;  Dr.  Ben 
Oliphint,  counselor;  bottom  row,  Carolyn  Coody;  Jean  Netterville;  Jule  Ann 
Young;  and  Julia  Carpenter.  Not  shown  is  Bob  Hockenhull. 


YOUTH  WEEKS 


New  Orleans 

Youth  Activities  Week  was  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Senior  Department 
of  Castle  Manor  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  who  had  as  their 
guests  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Aurora 
Gardens,  Gretna,  and  his  Senior 
Group.  The  group  enjoyed  a  picnic 
and  swim  at  Covington  State  Park 
on  Saturday,  a  supper  on  Sunday 
night  at  the  church  and  a  Progres¬ 
sive  Supper,  square  dancing  and 
games  on  Monday  night.  Rev.  Mr. 
Jacocks  led  in  a  discussion  on  the 
“Christian’s  Response  to  the  Racial 
Problem,”  a  subject  chosen  by  the 
youth  for  discussion. 


Tuckerman 

•The  highlight  of  the  Tuckerman 
Methodist  Church  each  year  is 
“Youth  Activity  Week,”  with  this 
year  being  no  exception.  The  theme 
for  the  week  was  “Christ  and  You.” 
Youth  Activity  Week  is  held  an¬ 
nually  in  August  with  an  average 
attendance  of  forty  per  night.  This 
year  it  was  held  August  3rd 
through  August  7th.  Activities 
started  with  a  sack  supper  the  first 
evening.  The  procedure  followed 
throughout  the  week  was  group 
singing,  classes,  recreation  and  re¬ 
freshments,  and  concluding  with  an 
inspirational  service  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary. 

The  class  for  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  Intermediates  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Van  Parr  on  “Per¬ 
sonal  Religious  Experiences.” 

The  class  for  the  ninth  grade  In¬ 
termediates  was  on  "Christian  Be¬ 
liefs,”  taught  by  Henry  E.  Coe. 

The  Senior  group  requested  a 
class  in  “Major  Beliefs  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,”  which  was  taught 
by  the  pastor. 

The  inspirational  services  were 
conducted  by  the  youth  from  all 
three  groups  with  the  following  in¬ 
spiration  speakers:  Monday  -  Rev. 
Frank  Weatherford,  pastor,  Umsted 
Memorial  Church,  Newport;  Tues¬ 
day  —  Kaneaster  Hodges,  minister- 
al  student,  Princeton  University,  of 
Newport;  Wednesday — Rev.  Wayne 
Olmstead,  director,  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  Arkansas  State  College,  Jones- 


Winnsboro  Church 
Observes  Youth 
Sunday  Recently 

Youth  Sunday  was  observed  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Winns- 
boro,  La.,  on  September  13.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  two  M.Y.F.  groups 
taught  all  the  Church  School  class¬ 
es  and  conducted  both  church 
services. 

At  the  morning  service  the  pre¬ 
lude  was  played  by  Suzanne  Wal¬ 
ter;  prayer  by  Judy  Smith;  anthem 
by  the  M.Y.F.  Choir;  meditation, 
“Effectual  Prayer,”  by  Mary  Elea¬ 
nor  Lee,  president,  Senior  M1.Y.F. 

The  M.Y.F.  Choir  led  the  evening 
song  service  and  sang  the  anthem, 
after  which  two  meditations  were 
presented:  “Thoughts  of  Everyday 
Living,”  by  Miss  Pat  Moore  and 
“An  Intrepretation  of  Prayer,”  by 
Beth  Williamson. 

Leaders  for  the  Senior  M.Y.F. 
are  S.  E.  Lee,  Jr.,;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Bengtson;  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Moore. 
Counselors  for  the  Intermediates 
are  Robert  McCleb,  Jr.,  and  Pete 
Bradfield.  Gaye  Walter  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Intermediate  M.Y.F. 


boro;  Thursday  —  Roger  Bone, 
president,  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Methodist  Youth,  Bald 
Knob;  Friday  —  Rev.  W.  M.  Wo¬ 
mack,  pastor,  Tuckerman  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

Friday  evening  communion  serv¬ 
ices  were  given  by  the  pastor.  At 
the  conclusion  of  Youth  Activity 
Week,  five  seniors  went  into  the 
church,  four  on  profession  of  faith 
and  one  by  transfer.  They  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church  at  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  services  on  August  16. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clitus  Coe  are  coun¬ 
selors  for  the  Youth  Fellowship. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Bonita-Jones 

The  Bonita-Jones  M.Y.F.  met  in 
the  Bonita  Methodist  Church  Sun¬ 
day  night,  September  20,  at  6:00 
p.m.  Plans  were  made  for  attend¬ 
ing  the  Sub-District  Meeting  at 
Bartholomew  Church  on  Monday 
night. 

Several  games  were  played,  after 
which  refreshments  of  cookies  and 
kool-aid  were  served.  The  group 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Everybody’s  Doin’  It 

A  few  years  ago  in  a  Rose  Bowl 
football  team,  the  Trojans  of  South¬ 
ern  California  were  being  clobber¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  Big  Ten  teams.  By 
the  third  quarter,  one  of  the  Trojan 
half-backs  was  about  worn  out,  but 
still  was  making  a  valiant  effort 
each  time  his  number  was  called  to 
breach  the  opposing  line.  But  each 
time  he  ran  into  trouble  in  the  form 
of  opposing  linemen.  Is  seemed  to 
him  that  the  entire  opposing  team 
was  centered  on  stopping  him. 
While  more  than  100,000  New  Year’s 
Day  fans  sat  in  the  Bowl  watching, 
the  little  half-back  tried  to  make 
a  plunge  off  his  left  tackle  only  to 
be  buried  under  a  mound  of  tack- 
lers.  It  took  the  officials  a  long 
minute  to  get  him  uncovered.  .  Fin¬ 
ally,  he  staggered  to  his  feet,  and 
looking  up  groggily,  saw  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  in  the  stands. 
“Gosh!”  he  exclaimed  to  a  team¬ 
mate,  “How  did  all  those  people  get 
back  up  to  their  seats  so  quickly?” 

Any  reader  who  has  found  him¬ 
self  at  the  bottom  of  a  “dog-pile” 
on  the  football  field  or  the  play¬ 
ground  can  fully  appreciate  the 
young  man’s  feeling.  It  seemed  as 
if  the  whole  crowd  had  been  on  top 
of  him,  though  there  were  hardly 
more  than  a  dozen  men  actually  in 
on  the  tackle. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  this  may 
be  a  picture  of  today’s  youth  who 
finds  himself  face  to  face  with  the 
temptation  to  follow  the  crowd  into 
some  activity  or  practice  which  he 
knows  to  be  questionable  or  wrong. 
He  gets  swarmed  over  by  the  few 
youth  around  who  have  no  scruples 
about  this  particular  practice  and 
he  assumes  the  whole  “stadium 
full”  of  folks  is  going  along  with  it. 
If  everybody’s  doin’  it,  it  must  not 
be  too  bad,  and  I’ll  do  it  too. 

So  all  the  boys  go  on  a  beer-bust 
to  celebrate  the  football  team’s  vic¬ 
tory  over  their  bitter  rival.  It’s  all 
good  clean  $un  —  why  not  go  along 
with  it?  Or  the  crowd  of  girls  you 
admire  and  want  to  be  in  with  gets 
out  the  cigarettes  when  they  are 
off  in  the  isolation  of  somebody’s 
bedroom.  You  don’t  really  want 
to  indulge,  but  when  everybody’s 
doin’  it  —  it’s  pretty  tough  to  say, 
“Thanks  a  lot,  but  no  thanks!”  Or, 
at  exam  time  out  come  these  care¬ 
fully  prepared  crib-notes,  or  a  re¬ 
quest  to  copy  from  your  paper  or 
the  offer  of  help  when  your  teacher 
has  put  you  on  the  “honor  system” 
in  taking  exam.  And  there  are 
many  more  such  perplexing  situa¬ 
tions  which  today’s  teener  must 
face. 

Do  you  go  along  with  the  crowd? 
Perhaps  it  helps  at  such  a  time  to 
recall  the  early  Christians  who  ac¬ 
cepted  death  rather  than  compro¬ 
mise,  who  could  have  saved  their 
lives  with  one  word,  but  refused. 
Even  though  it  seemed  “everybody’s 
doin’  it!”  And  a  more  dramatic 
reminder  comes  when  you  look  at 
the  cross  at  the  center  of  worship 
in  your  church.  Let  it  speak  to  you 


planned  a  skating  party  and  ways 
of  making  money. 

Songs  were  sung  and  the  group 
made  the  M.Y.F.  friendship  circle 
and  joined  in  the  M.Y.F'.  invocation. 


Highlights  of 
The  Regional 

By  Stanley  Morgan 

The  South-Central  Region  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  had 
its  1959  Regional  Leadership  Train¬ 
ing  Conference  at  Camp  Egan,  Ok¬ 
lahoma,  August  22-29,  1959.  The 
total  attendance  at  regional  was  377 
which  included  student  delegates, 
local  directors  and  staff  and  their 
families.  Six  states  were  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  region  with  two  vis¬ 
iting  delegates  from  New  York  and 
Mass.  The  regional  states  were 
Texas,  with  the  largest  representa¬ 
tion  of  97  students;  Louisiana,  with 
the  next  largest  representation  with 
55  students,  Arkansas,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  Oklahoma  and  Kansas. 

The  conference  was  spotlighted 
by  numerous  excellent  speakers 
and  programs.  The  platform  speak¬ 
er  was  the  renouned  Rev.  Tracey 

K.  Jones  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  in  New  York.  He  spoke 
on  the  conference  theme  The  Call, 
The  Church,  The  World,  in  a  series 
of  six  lectures.  Mr.  Jones  speeches 
were  related  to  the  afternoon  Bible 
Study  on  Luke-Acts. 

Also  in  the  spotlight  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  a  variety  of  night  pro¬ 
grams.  Among  them  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing  interesting  sessions:  “The 
Role  of  the  Church  in  the  South” 
by  Nat  R.  Griswold;  “Christianity 
and  Campus  Morals”  by  a  panel  of 
two  students  and  two  ministers; 
“The  Meaning  of  the  Sacraments” 
by  a  panel  followed  by  the  Holy 
Communion  Service;  and  “No  Exit” 
a  drama  by  the  S.M.U.  Wesley  Play¬ 
ers. 

Thursday  and  Friday  time  was 
given  for  state  meetings  in  which 
pressing  business  was  handled. 
Vernon  Sylvest,  president  of  the 

L. S.U.  Wesley  Foundation,  was 
elected  by  the  Louisiana  delegation 
to  the  Regional  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee.  Stanley  Morgan,  state  student 
president  of  the  Louisiana  MJ5M, 
serves  on  the  steering  committee  by 
virtue  of  his  office. 

Following  these  elections,  the 
“new”  steering  committee  met  to 
elect  their  chairman  and  secretary. 
Stanley  Morgan  of  Louisiana  was 
elected  chairman,  and  Dena  Deur- 
kink  of  Oklahoma  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary.  Rev.  Allen  O.  Jernigan, 
State  Director  of  the  La.,  M.S'.M., 
was  elected  Dean  and  the  Rev.  Nor¬ 
ton  Wey,  State  Director  of  the  New 
Mexico  M.S.M.,  was  elected  Co- 
Dean.  The  Steering  Committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  representatives  from 
each  of  the  six  states  with  the  dean 
and  co-dean  and  representatives 
from  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  in  Nashville  will  plan  next 
year’s  regional  conference. 

Regional  ended  too  soon  for  most 
delegates,  but  all  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  the  sessions  and  felt  that  they 
profited  from  the  workshops  which 
they  chose  to  attend.  Next  year’s 
regional  conference  is  expected  to 
be  bigger  and  better  yet. 


of  one  man  named  Jesus,  who 
changed  the  world  because  he 
would  not  let  it  change  his  dedica¬ 
tion  and  devotion  to  God.  Paul  said 
it  like  this:  “Don’t  let  the  world 
around  you  squeeze  you  into  its 
own  mold,  but  let  God  remold  your 
minds  from  within  — (Rom.  12:2, 
Phillips.) 
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SEMINARS  HELD  IN  DISTRICTS 


Forrest  City  District  Officers  present  were:  left  to  right,  back  row, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Forrest  City,  Conference  Sec.  of  Literature  and  publica¬ 
tion;  Mrs.  William  Hall,  Widener,  Conference  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Charles 
Lewis,  Hughes,  Vice  President;  Mrs.  Frank  Peck,  Brinkley,  Sec.  of  Christian 
Social  Relations;  Mrs.  Albert  Laser,  Forrest  City,  Sec.  of  Children's  work; 
front  row,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Rod  Bryan,  Forrest  City,  Sec.  of  Missionary 
Education;  Mrs.  H.  B.  Ward,  Elaine,  Sec.  of  Spiritual  Life;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Trail, 
Haynes,  Sec.  of  Literature  and  Publication;  Mrs.  John  Sikes,  Forrest  City, 
President;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kitrell,  Augusta,  Status  of  Women;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johnson, 
Wynne,  Sec.  of  Promotion. 


Shreveport 

The  annual  Seminar  for  the 
Shreveport  District  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  was 
held  in  the  Summer  Grove  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  on  September  17,  1959 
with  over  200  women  in  attendance. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  crowds 
that  the  Seminar  has  ever  had  in 
the  Shreveport  District. 

Following  the.  registration  and 
coffee  period,  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Jack 
Toombs,  Secretary  of  Missionary 
Education  and  Service.  Rev.  T.  D. 
Lancaster,  pastor  of  the  Summer 
Grove  Church,  led  the  invocation, 
followed  by  a  word  of  welcome  by 
Mrs.  Franklin  Barrett,  president  of 
Woman’s  Saciety  of  the  host  church. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  McDonald  of  Rhodes- 
sa  presented  the  program  materials 
and  worship  booklets  to  be  used 
for  the  coming  year.  Mrs.  L.  O. 
Patterson  of  Wynn  Church  present¬ 
ed  the  study,  “The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs.” 
“The  Way  in  Africa”  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Ralph  Henderson  of  Noel 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Mrs.  Hen¬ 
derson  used  a  display  table  of  Af¬ 
rican  houses,  people,  and  animals 
to  illustrate  her  talk. 

Mrs.  George  Cole,  also  of  Noel 
Church,  gave  methods  of  present¬ 
ing  “The  Church  and  Medical  Mis¬ 
sions”  in  the  local  society.  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Shaffer  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  gave  a  most 
inspiring  devotional  using  the 
theme  for  the  year,  “There’s  A 
Light  Upon  the  Mountain.”  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  worship  time,  luncheon 
was  served  in  the  eductional  build¬ 
ing  to  180  ladies. 

Most  unusual  and  beautiful  wor¬ 
ship  settings  were  displayed  in  the 
front  of  the  sanctuary.  They  were 
arranged  by  Mrs.  Joe  Bond  of  Mag¬ 
num  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport. 

For  the  afternoon  session,  the 


study  of  “The  Church  Mission  in 
Town  and  Country”  was  given  by 
Mrs.  John  R.  Adams,  Broadmoor 
Church,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Gardner  of 
Mooringsport.  Miss  Arline  Tyler 
from  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Noel  Church  gave  the  study  on 
Luke  and  presented  materials  help¬ 
ful  in  presenting  the  study.  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Freeman,  Jr.,  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Shreveport,  gave  the  clos¬ 
ing  worship  thoughts  on  “Luke’s 
Portrait  of  Christ”  and  the  bene¬ 
diction. 

Next  year  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  Seminar  will  be  held  at  Vivi¬ 
an. 


Conway 

The  annual  educational  seminar 
for  the  Conway  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  was 
held  in  Wesley  Memorial  Church, 
Conway,  Sept.  9  with  eighty  attend¬ 
ing;  twenty-two  churches  were 
represented. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Mrs.  Earl  Horton,  district  secre¬ 
tary  of  missionary  education.  Wel¬ 
come  was  given  by  Mrs.  Russell 
Lester,  local  president. 

Rev.  James  Beal,  host  pastor, 
gave  the  morning  devotion  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  theme:  “To  Kindle.  .  . 
a  Growing  Light.” 

After  a  short  presentation  of  lit¬ 
erature  dealing  with  study  classed 
and  the  importance  of  having  mis- 
tion  studies  in  the  local  societies, 
Mrs.  Horton  introduced  the  speak¬ 
ers  who  presented  the  four  ap¬ 
proved  studies:  United  Nations, 
Mrs.  Glenn  Stout;  Africa,  Mrs. 
Norman  Edwards  and  Mrs.  Wayne 
Gilman;  The  Church’s  Mission  in 
Town  and  Country,  Mrs.  Oscar 
Goss;  Gospel  of  Luke,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Rhode;  and  the  program-worship 
material,  Mrs.  George  Metzler. 


ducted  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hughes,  dis¬ 
trict  president. 

The  district  officers  were  intro¬ 
duced  and  instructed  by  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Cooley,  jurisdiction  secretary  of 
literature  and  publications.  Changes 
in  the  school  of  missions  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  George  Meyer,  con¬ 
ference  secretary  of  Christian  social 
relations  and  dean  of  the  1959 
school. 

The  closing  worship  was  given 
by  Mrs.  R.  J.  Goss,  district  secretary 
of  spiritual  life. 

Mrs.  Oscar  Goss  was  organist  for 
the  day. 


Forrest  City 

A  hundred  and  thirty  women  met 
at  Brinkley,  for  the  District  Sem¬ 
inar,  Wednesday,  September  9.  Mrs. 
John  Sikes,  District  President, 
opened  the  meeting  with  Hymn  and 
Prayer. 

New  members  of  the  District 
were  introduced  along  with  Brink¬ 
ley’s  new  Pastor  and  wife,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Spence. 

Mrs.  William  Hall  gave  the  in¬ 
spiring  devotional  service  on  “The 
Unfolding  Glory.”  Mrs.  Rod  Bryan 
presented  the  program  for  the  day. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Weeden  presented 
the  study  “The  Role  of  the  United 
Nations  in  World  Affairs.” 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Kitrell  offered  the 
Study  in  an  interesting  manner  on 
“The  Way  in  Africa.” 

Mrs.  Charles  Lewis  introduced 
the  program  of  the  year  and  a 
clever  original  skit  written  by  the 
Forrest  City  ladies,  was  presented. 
It  showed  how  programs  could  be 
made  to  come  alive. 

“The  Gospel  of  Luke,”  the  Bible 
Study,  was  taught  by  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Ward.  Mrs.  Russell  Harrison  in¬ 
spired  the  group  with  a  vocal  solo. 

After  a  delicious  luncheon  in  the 


North  Arkansas 
Exec.  Committee 
To  Meet  In  Conway 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
will  meet  October  6  and  7  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Conway. 
The  meeting  will  open  Tuesday 
evening  with  dinner  at  6:00  p.m. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  conference 
president,  will  preside  at  the  meet¬ 
ing. 


dining  room  of  the  beautiful  new 
Educational  Plant,  the  program  for 
the  afternoon  was  resumed  by  re¬ 
viewing  of  the  book  “The  Church 
Missions  in  Town  and  Country”  by 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford.  She  listed  the 
many  supplementary  materials  that 
may  be  used  with  that  study.  She 
was  assisted  by  Miss  Mary  Chaffin, 
our  Deaconess,  who  showed  picture 
slides  of  her  work  in  Madison  Coun¬ 
ty.  We  found  this  especially  inter¬ 
esting  since  the  supply  askings  from 
this  District  will  be  directed  to  her 
work  there. 

The  afternoon  session  came  to 
a  close  with  a  piano-organ  duet  by 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Wilkin  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Peck. 


The  District  Vice-President  of  the 
Shreveport  District  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  Mrs. 
William  C.  McDonald  of  Rodessa 
has  received  a  certificate,  stating 
that  she  is  a  Certified  Instructor; 
from  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Methodist  Church  Division  of  the 
Local  Church  to  teach  the  work  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  of  the  Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild. 


A  short  business  session  was  con¬ 


The  September  busi¬ 
ness  and  program 
luncheon  of  the  Wom¬ 
an's  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  First 
Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  La.,  va¬ 
ried  the  usual  proced¬ 
ure  by  placing  the 
lovely  worship  setting 
in  the  center  of  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  and  ar¬ 
ranging  tables  around 
it  in  a  circle. 

The  worship  setting 
carried  out  the  theme 
for  the  new  year's  pro¬ 
grams  "There's  a  Light 
upon  the  Mountains." 
A  blue  mountain  cov¬ 
ered  with  snow  had  a 
lighted  candle  at  its 
peak  and  the  base  was 
surrounded  by  pink  hi¬ 
biscus  blossoms. 

The  subject  for  September,  "A  New  Year-New  Responsibilities"  was 
given  added  emphasis  by  calling  the  circle  leaders  to  the  center  one  at  a 
time  for  special  honors  and  a  hibiscus  corsage.  All  others  present  who  had 
sewed  anywhere  at  any  time  as  a  circle  leader  were  asked  to  stand  that 
they  might  be  honored.  A  count  of  membership  by  circles  showed  an 
excellent  attendance. 


OCTOBER  1,  1959 
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The  opening  service  in  the  recently  completed  sanctuary  of  the  Poncha- 
toula  Methodist  Church  was  held  September  6,  at  10:00  a.m.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  Eldred  Blakely,  and  assisted  by  a  former  pastor, 
Rev.  Wilson  Watson.  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  delivered  the  sermon.  Music  rendered  by  the  combined  choirs  of 
the  church  was  under  the  direction  of  James  Crank,  with  Mrs.  Gilbert 
Wade  at  the  organ. 

Construction  of  the  Sanctuary  itself  was  begun  during  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews  and  is  the  last  of  a  three  unit  building  program 
started  in  1948  with  the  dedication  of  the  first  education  unit  during  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Jerome  Cain.  The  second  unit  was  completed  in  1957 
under  the  pastorate  .of  Rev.  Wilson  Watson. 

The  modern  contemporary  structure  has  an  interior  of  gray  velour 
bricks,  and  limed  oak  wood,  with  exposed  laminated  beams,  acoustic  tile 
ceiling,  and  wall  to  wall  carpeting.  The  altar  features  a  divided  pulpit  with 
worship  center  to  the  rear.  All  interior  furnishings  are  of  matching  limed 
oak  wood.  The  Sanctuary,  built  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $80,000.00,  seats 
350. 


Stonewall-Keithville  Methodist  Churches,  for  the  first  time,  are  to¬ 
gether  as  one  charge.  These  two  towns  are  only  four  miles  apart.  A  parson¬ 
age  was  needed  for  this  new  charge.  Rev.  Prank  C.  Lankford  was  appointed 
as  pastor. 

Monday,  July  13th,  the  first  spade  of  dirt  was  turned  to  start  the 
foundation  for  a  parsonage.  August  13th,  one  month  later,  the  pastor  and 
his  family  moved  into  a  beautiful  new,  3  bed-room,  IV2  bath,  brick  veneer 
parsonage,  with  new  furniture,  valued  at  more  than  $25,000. 

Open-house  was  held  Sunday,  August  30,  from  2:00  p.m.  until  5:00  p.m- 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  B.  Harper  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Lankford  welcomed 
some  200  guests.  Forty-two  ladies  of  the  two  churches  served  at  the  silver 
service,  punch  bowl,  guest  book,  and  as  ushers.  The  Misses  Sue  Perot  and 
Lynn  Cathy  assisted  Mrs.  Lankford  throughout  the  afternoon. 
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New  Minister  of 
Music  Named  by 
Rayne  Memorial 

Richard  Waggoner  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  minister  of  music  and 
choirmaster  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Mr.  Waggoner  comes  to  Rayne  from 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Cam¬ 
den,  Arkansas,  and  succeeds  Dr. 
George  W.  Pool,  who  has  accepted 
a  position  in  the  North  Methodist 
Church  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Waggoner  is  a  native  of  Iowa. 
He  attended  Morningside  College 
from  which  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Music,  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Colorado  where  he  ma¬ 
jored  in  Church  Music  and  Organ 
and  was  granted  the  Master  of 
Music  Degree.  He  has  also  studied 
Church  Music  under  Vernon  De  Tar 
of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  in 
New  York  Cii.,  and  Organ  with 
Everett  Jay  Hilty  and  Owen  Brady 
of  Los  Angeles.  He  is  also  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  A.A.G.O.  Degree  of 
the  American  Guild  of  Organists. 

He  served  with  the  First  Calvary 
Division  Band  in  Japan  for  two 
years,  and  was  organist-choirmaster 
at  the  Army  Hospital  in  Sapporo, 
Japan. 

Mr.  Waggoner  has  served  as  or¬ 
ganist  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  organ¬ 
ist-choirmaster  in  the  First  Baptist 
and  the  First  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  Boulder,  Colorado.  For  the  past 
three  years  he  has  been  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Camden,  Arkansas, 
where  he  inaugurated  an  outstand¬ 
ing  graded  choir  program  involving 
over  150  singers. 

Mrs.  Waggoner  has  ably  assisted 
her  husband,  both  as  a  singer  and 
a  teacher  of  kindergarten  and  first 
grade  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wag¬ 
goner  have  two  sons — Richard  6, 
and  Mark  4. 


Ground  Breaking  Services  featuring  the  children  of  the  church  were 
held  by  the  Marion  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  September  13.  Adults 
pictured  above  are,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Eileen  Green,  Children's  teacher; 
C.  C.  Cole,  acting  church  school  superintendent;  E.  J.  Gulley,  chairman, 
Official  Board;  Daniel  B.  Green,  chairman.  Building  Committee;  and  Rev. 
L.  J.  Futch,  pastor. 

This  new  annex  will  provide  more  adequate  and  attractive  facilities  for 
the  children  than  is  now  available,  and  also  space  for  a  newly  organized 
Young  Adult  Class.  It  represents  awareness  by  the  Church  of  its  great  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Christian  nurture  of  the  children,  and  its  resolve  to 
continue  growing  in  statue  as  well  as  in  wisdom  and  favor  with  God  and  man. 

Construction  is  set  to  begin  right  away. 


RICHARD  WAGGONER 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Sept.  27-Oct.  4  Christian  Education 
Week 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2  W.S.C.S.  Mid-Year  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting, 
Natchitoches 

Oct.  4  World  Wide  Communion. 

Church  School  Year  Begins 
Oct.  11  Methodist  Children’s  Home- 
Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 
(4) 

Oct.  12,  13  Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 
Oct.  18  Laymen’s  Day 
Oct.  19-20  Conference  and  District 
Staffs  of  Christian  Education, 
Camp  Brewer 

Oct.  20-21  Stewardship  Workshop,  Still- 
water  okla. 

Oct.  20-22  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
(Evangelism),  Camp  Brewer 
Oct.  23  New  Orleans  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Oct.  25  World  Order  Sunday  (Commis¬ 
sion  on  World  Peace) 

Oct.  26-28  Christian  Responsibility  on  a 
Changing  Planet  (Local 
Church  CSR) 

Oct.  27-28  Area  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  Workshop,  Alexandria 
Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication; _ _ 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 


The  Third  and  Last  Article  in  this  Series 


The  Mentally  Retarded:  The  Church  Special  Class 


By  Howard  W.  Parshall,  Protestant  Chaplain 
State  Colony  and  Training  School,  Pineville,  Louisiana 


People  who  become  interested  in  the  mentally  retarded  are  often 
amazed  at  the  scope  of  the  problem.  For  the  first  time,  they  realize  it  is 
primarily  a  community  problem  rather  than  an  institutional  one.  A  city 
the  size  of  Alexandria  (pop.  50,000)  for  example)  will  have  approximately 
10,000  (20%  of  pop.)  school  children,  of  which  200  (2%  of  school  pop.)  will 
be  mentally  retarded. 

The  presence  and  influence  of  these  children  are  felt  in  almost  every 
community;  and  yet  even  today,  they  suffer  unnecessary  neglect  and  criti¬ 
cism,  usually  from  well-meaning  persons,  because  of  the  lack  of  correct 
information  about  their  handicaps.  - 


Character  and  the  Untagged 
Dollar  Scramble 

Many  a  man  is  yet  alive  who  can 
remember  that  the  great  bulk  of  his 
father’s  income — or  his  own — was 
drained  into  meeting  the  family’s 
immediate  need  for  food,  housing, 
and  clothing.  There  was  nothing 
left  at  the  end  of  the  week  or  the 
month  except  probably  a  few  bills 
and  debts.  Even  those  who  had 
enough  income  to  afford  the  luxury 
— or  the  self-deception — of  a  family 
“budget”  found  little  left  for  choice 
among  unnecessary  items:  there 
was  a  basic  job  for  every  dollar  to 
do  .  .  .  And,  with  it  all,  weren’t  we 
rather  happy  in  those  “good  old 
days”  as  we  now  declare  them? 

There  are,  of  course,  still  millions 
of  fellow  Americans  who  live  with¬ 
in  straitened  incomes,  and  millions 
more  who  (despite  our  national 
prosperity)  do  not  have  sufficient 
food  nor  decent  shelter  and  rai¬ 
ment.  And  when  we  consider  man¬ 
kind  the  world  over,  we  find  that 
more  than  half  earth’s  people  go 
to  bed  hungry  every  night,  and  are 
impoverished  in  housing,  in  rai¬ 
ment,  in  food  for  mind  and  spirit 
.  .  .  But  for  the  great  majority  of 
Americans,  there  is  little  concern 
for  food,  for  clothing,  for  a  home 
in  which  to  live.  Salary  or  wages 
supply  and  even  guarantee  the  nec¬ 
essities  of  life  (and  “fringe  bene¬ 
fits”  and  insurance  schemes  give  a 
generous  assist,  if  need  comes);  and, 
for  most  Americans,  there  is  some¬ 
thing  left  over  when  the  necessities 
are  cared  for. 

It  is  with  this  "unexpended  dol¬ 
lar”  that  we  have  concern  here — 
and  with  which  every  advertiser, 
every  maker  of  gadgets,  every  in¬ 
dividual  and  group  with  a  “cause” 
is  concerned.  Who  will  get  it?  The 
advertising  and  marketing  people 
call  this  the  “selective,”  or  the  "im¬ 
pulsive,”  or  the  “discretionary”  dol¬ 
lar.  It  is  that  “untagged  dollar” 
which  the  owner  feels  free  to  spend 
for  that  which  strikes  his  fancy, 
that  satisfied  his  ego,  that  fulfills 
his  dream,  that  promotes  his  status, 
or  that  may  even  cater  to  the  sins 
of  pride,  and  envy,  and  greed,  and 
lust.  It  is  the  dollar  that  may  well 
betary  character,  or  ambition,  or 
dream,  or  goal  as  it  is  spent.  And 
it  is  this  “untagged  dollar”  that  is 
the  fastest  growing  in  the  American 
economy — and  this  despite  the  fact 
that  our  national  list  of  "necessi¬ 
ties”  has  been  growing  through  the 
years.  Our  grandfather’s  luxuries 
— including  the  “gasoline  buggy” 
and  the  “automatic  heater”  —  are 
now  prime  essentials.  The  econo¬ 
mists  tell  us  that  the  “untagged 
dollar,”  which  hardly  existed  for 
any  of  us  in  1900,  and  was  less  than 
one-third  of  the  average  American’s 
income  in  1939,  is  now  almost  60% 
of  the  total — and  growing. 

We  are  going  into  1960  and  be¬ 
yond  with  the  assurance  that,  bar¬ 
ring  a  major  world  calamity, 
Americans  will  have  more  and 
more  "untagged  dollars”  to  spend. 
And  this  will  certainly  become  a 
growing  test  of  America’s  char¬ 
acter.  How  America  spends  these 
dollars  could  well  be  the  determin¬ 
ing  factor  in  our  nation’s  future 
greatness  (greatness  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  word)  or  in  its  sink- 


Parents'  Movement 

To  promote  research,  improved 
care  and  training,  and  better  pub¬ 
lic  understanding  of  the  needs  of 
the  more  than  3,400,000  mentally 
retarded  of  our  nation,  is  the  rapid¬ 
ly  growing  parents’  movement 
known  as  the  N.  A.  R.  C.  (National 
Association  for  Retarded  Children). 
Organized  at  Columbus,  Ohio  in 
1950,  this  Association  now  has 
Chapters  in  every  state.  The  Louis¬ 
iana  Chapter,  organized  in  1953,  is 
composed  of  parents’  groups 
throughout  the  state. 

Special  Education 

The  mentally  retarded  CAN  BE 
HELPED  and  CAN  HELP  THEM¬ 
SELVES  when  properly  trained. 

Each  year  the  public  schools  of 
our  state  and  nation  are  improving 
and  expanding  their  program  of 
“Special  Education.”  Teachers  are 
being  trained  in  better  methods 
and  in  the  use  of  improved  materi¬ 
als  for  teaching  these  graded  class¬ 
es.  The  public  school  special  class 
has  proved  its  worth  and  is  here  to 
stay. 

Religious  Training 

I  have  mentioned  each  of  the 
above  simply  to  call  our  attention 
to  a  growing  public  awareness  of 
the  scope  of  mental  retardation  and 
the  new  day  that  is  dawning  for 
these  children  and  their  parents. 
Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  our 
churches  are  being  forced  to  re¬ 
evaluate  their  traditional  complac¬ 
ency  toward  this  group. 

This  of  course  raises  the  question 
of  what  our  churches  can  offer  the 
mentally  retarded  of  our  communi¬ 
ties.  To  answer  this  question,  I 


ing  into  oblivion.  For  it  seems  cer¬ 
tain  that  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
world — the  have-not  nations  —  is 
not  going  to  have  “untagged  dol¬ 
lars;”  no,  not  even  the  dollars  (or 
their  equivalents)  for  the  securing 
of  the  essentials  of  decent  life. 

Will  America  keep  on  gorging  it¬ 
self  upon  more  and  more  actually 
unprofitable  and  unnecessary  gad¬ 
gets,  while  the  rest  of  mankind 
starves  for  basic  food?  Or  will  “un¬ 
tagged  dollars”  be  channelled  into 
the  service  of  brother  men  — 
through  the  church,  through  gov¬ 
ernment,  through  voluntary  agen¬ 
cies?  This  is  the  ultimate  test  of 
character,  the  ultimate  test  of 
whether  our  Christian  profession  is 
of  the  lips  or  of  the  heart. 

Those  “untagged  dollars”  —  not 
needed  for  your  life  necessities, 
“yours”  to  bury,  or  devour,  or 
throw  away,  or  use  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  well-being  of  men: 
how  are  you  disposing  of  them? 


simply  submit  two  examples  of 
what  is  being  done. 

The  Special  Class 

In  August  of  this  year,  I  visited 
the  “Special  Class”  of  the  Northside 
Baptist  Church,  Arlington,  Texas. 
This  class  meets  in  a  house  two 
blocks  from  the  church.  During  the 
week  the  house  serves  as  the  Ar¬ 
lington  Training  Center  for  the 
mentally  retarded.  The  class  was 
organized  in  December  1958  with 
four  members;  now  it  has  ten,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  four.  The 
Bible  material,  games  and  choruses 
used  are  at  the  Beginner-Primary 
age  level.  Its  three  teachers  are 
accepting,  flexable  and  dedicated. 
Though  they  have  no  special  train¬ 
ing  for  this  type  of  work,  they 
seem  to  feel  a  sense  of  mission  and 
service  greater  than  they  had 
known  in  other  departments  of  the 
Sunday  school. 

The  Special  Department 

I  visited  the  “Special  Depart¬ 
ment”  of  the  North  Main  Baptist 
Church,  Houston,  Texas  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  this  year.  Organized  in  a  Be¬ 
ginner  classroom  in  March  1958 
with  four  children  enrolled,  it  grew 
rapidly  to  the  present  enrollment 
of  seventeen  children  and  six  adult 
workers.  A  seven  room  house  next 
door  to  the  church  was  purchased 
and  in  October  1958  two  classes 
were  created.  Beginner  literature 
is  used  with  children  between  five 
and  ten  years  of  age.  Those  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  seventeen  use 
Junior  materials. 

Each  Sunday  morning  the  chil¬ 
dren  meet  for  an  assembly  program 
of  Scripture  reading,  prayer,  sing¬ 
ing,  offering  and  news  of  their 
weekly  activities  and  interests.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  they  go  to  their  sepa¬ 
rate  classes  for  the  Bible  lesson. 

An  important  part  of  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  social  life  is  the  department’s 
quarterly  party.  This  is  usually 
planned  around  such  themes  as  “A 
Western  Party,”  or  “A  Railroad 
Party.” 

During  the  summer  this  group 
participated  in  the  church’s  annual 
Vacation  Bible  School.  The  children 
learned  memory  verses,  did  hand¬ 
work  and  engaged  in  most  of  the 
regular  Bible  school  activities.  At 
the  commencement  service,  the  de¬ 
partment  successfully  dramatized 
the  story  of  Ruth,  found  in  the  Old 
Testament. 

Conclusion 

Here  are  two  examples  of  what 
is  being  done  by  interested  churches 
and  dedicated  workers.  Our  public 
schools  have  pioneered  in  the  secu¬ 
lar  and  social  training  of  these 
children.  It  is  time  for  our  churches 
to  provide  the  all  important  reli- 


Traditions 
In  Giving 

Two  outstanding  examples  of 
“tradition  in  giving”  were  carried 
on  this  year  by  young  people  of 
the  United  States,  says  a  report  of 
the  United  Nations  Educational, 
Scientific  and  Cultural  Organiza¬ 
tion.  Givers  were  the  student  body 
of  Public  School  221  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  the  Future  Home¬ 
makers  of  America.  Each  year 
since  1951,  both  groups  have  made 
generous  contributions  to  the  needy 
abroad  through  UNESCO’s  Gift 
Coupon  Program  which  enables  or¬ 
ganizations  to  give  direct  assistance 
to  specified  educational  institutions 
in  less-developed  countries. 

This  year,  the  Brooklyn  school 
children  raised  a  total  of  $620  for 
Gift  Coupons  which  will  be  divid¬ 
ed  evenly  between  the  Internation¬ 
al  Peace  Library  at  Hiroshima, 
Japan,  and  the  Amal  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Center  at  Haifa,  Israel.  The 
Peace  Library  is  a  reconstruction  of 
the  Hiroshima  University  Library 
which  was  completely  destroyed  by 
the  atom  bomb  in  1945  and  is  now 
being  rebuilt,  little-by-little,  as  a 
testimony  to  international  peace. 
The  Amal  Center  provides  educa¬ 
tion  and  vocational  training  for 
handicapped  children. 

The  money  for  these  projects  was 
raised  during  the  school  year 
through  activities  such  a  bazaars, 
film  showings,  and  sale  of  UNESCO 
Gift  Stamps.  In  addition  to  fund 
raising,  the  students  devoted  them¬ 
selves  to  learning  about  the  coun¬ 
tries  in  which  their  selected  gift 
projects  are  located.  Their  efforts 
are  reflected  each  year  in  a  final 
Children’s  Day  Program,  presented 
by  the  Young  American  Civic  Club, 
during  which  the  presentation  of 
their  gifts  are  made  to  representa¬ 
tives  of  these  countries. 

During  the  school  year,  the  Fu¬ 
ture  Homemakers  of  America  rais¬ 
ed  $7,080  for  Gift  Coupons,  bring¬ 
ing  their  eight-year  total  of  contri¬ 
butions  to  over  $34,500.  This  year, 
all  of  their  coupons  will  be  devoted 
to  support  of  the  Delhi  Public  Li¬ 
brary  in  India.  The  Library  was 
founded  in  1951  through  the  co¬ 
operation  of  UNESCO  and  the  In¬ 
dian  Government,  and  now  has 
thousands  of  grateful  users,  a  great 
many  of  whom  had  never  been  in 
a  library  before.  The  Library  now 
has  bookmobiles  which  take  books 
by  van  to  outlying  regions  of  Delhi. 
The  Future  Homemakers’  contribu¬ 
tion  will  go  toward  providing  an¬ 
other  such  bookmobile. 


gious  training  so  necessary  for  the 
fullest  development  of  every  hu¬ 
man  being. 
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110  Students 
Receive  Crusade 
Scholarships 

For  the  fourteenth  consecutive 
year  since  World  War  II,  selected 
students  from  overseas  countries 
and  from  minority  groups  in  the 
United  States  will  study  in  Ameri¬ 
can  colleges,  universities  and  hos¬ 
pitals  under  an  international 
scholarship  program  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

During  the  1959-60  school  years, 
110  students  from  25  countries  will 
study  in  educational  institutions  in 
19  states  and  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  under  the  “Crusade  Scholarship 
program.”  The  Crusade  Scholars 
will  study  in  34  schools  and  five 
hospitals. 

The  $200,000  study  program  is 
financed  from  two  Methodist 
sources — $150,000  from  the  annual 
Week  of  Dedication  offering  re¬ 
ceived  in  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  country  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Lenten  season,  and 
$50,000  appropriated  annually  by 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions. 

In  a  sense,  the  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ship  program  is  a  means  of  train¬ 
ing  the  future  professional  leaders 
of  Methodism  since  many  of  the 
Scholars  from  the  United  States 
and  overseas  go  into  some  phase  of 
full-time  church  work  when  they 
return  to  their  homelands.  Former 
Crusade  Scholars  hold  leading  po¬ 
sitions  in  the  Methodist  Church  in 
many  overseas  lands,  and  others 
are  leaders  in  government,  business 
and  education. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  1946,  more  than  1,100  per¬ 
sons  from  every  continent  except 
Antarctica  have  been  Crusade 
Scholars.  The  program  took  its 
name  from  the  four-year  “Crusade 
for  Christ”  financial  program  of  the 
Methodist  Church  from  1944  to 
1948.  Each  year  “ecumenical”  schol¬ 
arships  are  granted  to  qualified 
persons  of  denominations  other 
than  Methodist. 

In  addition  to  the  110  attending 
American  schools  this  year,  17 
persons  will  study  under  the  Cru¬ 
sade  Scholarship  program  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  Britain,  Canada,  Australia 
and  Brazil. 

Most  of  the  Crusade  Scholars  in 
America  will  be  doing  graduate 
work  or  specialized  study  such  as 
medical  residency.  A  few  will  be 
undergraduates.  The  fields  of  study 
will  include  theology,  hospital  ad¬ 
ministration,  Christian  education, 
rural  church  work,  guidance  and 
counselling,  chemical  engineering, 
home  economics,  music,  psychology 
of  religion,  social  work,  business 
administration,  education,  church 
architecture,  religious  journalism, 
nursing,  history,  Christian  ethics 
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GOTTSCHALK’S 


METAL 

SPOrjGES 


METAL  SPONGE 
SALES  CORP. 

3650  No.  10th  St. 
Philadelphia  40,  Pa. 

DEPT.  8 


These  famous  household  aids  sell 
on  sight  for  benefit  of  your  organ- 
ization.  Gottschalk's  Sponges  art 
preferred  for  tough  cleaning  and 
scouring  jobs,  coast  to  coast.  They 
save  time,  are  harmless  to  hands, 
won't  scratch  polished  surfaces. 
Special  bronze  and  stainless  steel 
types.  Send  for  free  sample  and 
details  of  liberal  cooperative  plan. 


How  I  Became  A  Deaconess 


By  Ivy  Mhlanga 
Mrewa,  Southern  Rhodesia 


I  was  privileged  to  attend  the  World  Convention  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  in  Japan  in  August,  1958,  as  a  representative  of  the  Protestant  churches 
in  Rhodesia.  It  was  a  wonderful  experience  to  meet  delegates  from  all 
over  the  world  and  to  share  together  the  concern  of  making  Christ  known 
to  the  people  around  us  .  .  . 


How  did  it  happen  that  I— an  Afri< 
support — was  sent  to  Japan?  Perhaps 
about  my  life. 

I  was  born  at  Mt.  Silinda,  South¬ 
ern  Rhodesia,  a  Congregational 
Mission,  June  6,  1922.  Later  my 
parents  moved  to  Umtali  where 
they  worked  under  the  Methodist 
Church.  My  first  schooling  was  at 
Old  Umtali  Mission  where  I  stayed 
in  the  Girls’  Boarding  Department 
beginning  in  1933.  I  attended  school 
there  for  seven  years  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Mt.  Silinda  where  I  took 
the  teacher-training  course,  and  af¬ 
terwards  taught  for  six  years  in. 
village  schools. 

I  was  married  to  Handy  Mhlanga, 
who  was  an  agricultural  demon¬ 
strator.  We  went  to  live  in  Jo¬ 
hannesburg  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  for  a  time,  but  soon  we  de¬ 
cided  to  return  to  Rhodesia  where 
we  could  help  our  own  people.  We 
worked  at  Nyanyadzi  in  the  Muta- 
mbara  District.  My  husband  work¬ 
ed  on  the  irrigation  project  and  I 
taught  school  for  the  Methodist 
mission.  We  had  three  children 
and  were  a  very  happy  family. 

One  day  in  1950  my  husband  was 
killed  in  a  bus  accident.  This  gave 
me  a  terrible  shock  which  I  will 
never  forget,  but  I  felt  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  by  my  side  although  I  was  in 
great  grief.  My  tears  flowed  night 
and  day  but  I  felt  peace  in  my 
heart.  This  experience  gave  me 
hope  and  I  put  my  faith  and  trust 
in  God  for  the  future. 

My  husband’s  relatives  wanted  a 
brother  to  take  me  for  his  wife  as 
is  the  custom  of  our  people,  but  I 
refused  to  do  this  as  I  was  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  I  went  to  live  with  my  par¬ 
ents  until  they  refused  to  take  care 
of  the  children — which  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  husband’s  people 
in  our  society. 

I  applied  to  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  for  a  teaching  position  and  was 
offered  a  job  as  matron  for  the 


an  widow  with  three  little  girls  to 
you  would  like  to  hear  something 


Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Mhlanga  is 
the  first  African  Methodist  dea¬ 
coness.  A  widow  with  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  Mhlanga  serves  at  the 
Mrewa  Methodist  Mission  in 
Southern  Rhodesia.  She  was  the 
first  woman  admitted  to  study 
at  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  at  Old  Umtali.  This  is  her 
own  story  of  her  call  to  deacon¬ 
ess  service. 


girls’  boarding  department  at  Mu- 
tambara  mission.  I  worked  there 
during  the  school  year  of  1952.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  time  I  felt  the  call  of  God 
to  service,  but  I  did  not  consider  it 
very  seriously  as  I  felt  it  would  be 
impossible  for  a  woman  to  take  a 
leading  part  among  my  people. 
Still,  dreams  and  new  ideas  about 
God  changed  all  my  wants  and  I 
clung  to  him  day  by  day.  I  kept 
hearing  his  call,  “Follow  me,”  and 
each  time  I  prayed.  This  continued 
to  happen  and  I  did  not  know  what 
to  do  or  how  to  answer  the  call. 

To  my  surprise,  I  was  transfer¬ 
red  to  Old  Mutali  as  the  matron  of 
the  practicing  cottage  for  the  older 
school  girls.  I  held  this  position 
for  three  years  and  all  the  while 
God’s  call  continued  to  come  to  me. 
In  1955  I  made  plans  to  study  to 
become  a  deaconess.  I  had  put  my 
life  in  God’s  hands  and  he  opened 
the  way  for  me. 

I  was  accepted  as  a  student  in 
the  Old  Umtali  Theological  School 
— the  first  woman  4o  be  admitted 
as  a  student  along  with  men  study¬ 
ing  for  the  ministry.  At  first  it  was 
like  a  dream,  but  my  people  were 
beginning  to  accept  the  idea,  too. 
All  along,  even  under  great  strug¬ 
gle,  I  felt  God’s  guidance  and  I  re¬ 
ceived  courage  to  trust  in  him. 


and  audio-visual  aids. 

The  largest  number  of  Crusade 
scholars  come  from  the  United 
States.  The  31  Americans  in  the 
program  this  year  represent  vari¬ 
ous  minority  groups  and  outpost 
areas,  such  as  Negroes,  Indians, 
Spanish-speaking  persons  and  resi¬ 
dents  of  Alaska,  Hawaii  and  Puer¬ 
to  Rico. 

Overseas  countries  with  large 
groups  of  Crusade  Scholars  include 
India  with  15,  Japan  and  Korea 
with  10  each,  the  Philippines  with 
9,  Angola  with  8,  and  Malaya  and 
Brazil  with  8  each.  Other  Scholars 
come  from  the  Belgian  Congo,  Ni¬ 
geria,  Southern  Rhodesia,  Okinawa, 
Argentina,  Chile,  Cuba,  Belgium, 
Germany,  Norway,  Sweden,  Pakis¬ 
tan,  Sarawak  (Borneo),  Burma, 
Hong  Kong,  Indonesia  (Sumatra) 
and  the  Tonga  Islands. 


fee  qovrsa/f  fiXEDMIfE 


With  tin  ONE  SHOE  LINE  that  serves 
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'•Sprint?  Step”  Cushion  Shoes.  No  experi¬ 
ence  needed.  I  show  you  how.  Scad  today 
for  free  ‘'Portable  Shoe  Store’'. 
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I  studied  for  two  years  and  they 
were  truly  wonderful  years.  My 
teachers  were  very  helpful  and  I 
appreciated  all  they  did  for  me 
while  I  was  in  training. 

I  have  given  my  whole  life  to 
God  to  use  in  any  way  He  wishes. 
I  was  commissioned  as  deaconess 
by  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  May, 
1958,  during  our  annual  conference 
session  at  Old  Umtali.  Then  I  was 
appointed  to  serve  at  Mrewa  mis¬ 
sion.  I  am  able  to  have  my  three 
daughters  with  me,  for  which  I  am 
most  thankful.  They  are  all  in 
school.  I  thank  God  for  His  great 
care  and  guidance  in  letting  me 
keep  my  children  with  me  and  in 
helping  me  to  provide  for  them. 

When  the  New  York  office  of  the 
World  Council  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  sent  word  to  Bishop  Dodge 
that  they  would  like  to  have  an 
African  woman  delegate  to  the 
Japan  convention,  he  thought  of 
me  and  set  the  machinery  in  mo¬ 
tion  which  brought  about  my  jour¬ 
ney.  That  trip  brought  many  new 
experiences  to  my  life.  I  know  my 
life  and  my  work  will  be  richer  for 
having  been  granted  this  oppor¬ 
tunity. 


New  Book  of 
Sermons  for 
Children 

Sermons  In  Stories  for  Children 
by  Graham  R.  Hodges  presents  a 
collection  of  children’s  sermons 
which  illustrate  Christian  teachings 
by  using  examples  from  everyday 
living.  Told  in  a  simple  but  vivid 
manner,  these  stories  not  only  de¬ 
fine  Christian  ideals  for  children, 
but  show  the  advantages  of  follow¬ 
ing  them.  Primary  children  will 
appreciate  most  of  the  stories,  and 
juniors,  junior  highs,  and  seniors 
will  enjoy  all  of  them. 

The  book  is  published  by  the  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press  and  is  96  pages  in 
length;  Selling  for  $1.75. 

Based  on  a  biblical  truth,  each  of 
these  story  sermons  is  designed  for 
ministers,  Church-School  teachers, 
parents,  and  all  who  are  called  on 
to  lead  worship  for  and  work  with 
children.  The  author’s  simple  and 
vivid  style  puts  -his  message  into 
terms  which  can  be  readily  under¬ 
stood  as  well  as  offering  a  very 
helpful  collection  in  teaching  chil¬ 
dren  the  Christian  way  of  life. 


Education  Conference 

The  thirteenth  National  Method¬ 
ist  Conference  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  will  be  held  Nov.  3  to  8  at  the 
Hotel  Sheraton-Gibson,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Nearly  1,000  Methodist  edu¬ 
cational  leaders  from  across  the 
country  are  expected  to  attend  the 
biennial  meeting.  Principal  speak¬ 
ers  will  be  Dr.  W.  McFerrin  Stowe, 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Dr. 
Arthur  S.  Flemming,  secretary  of 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.;  Dr.  Walter  G.  Muelder, 
dean  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology;  and  Dr.  Lowell 
B.  Hazzard,  head  of  the  department 
of  Old  Testament,  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  counsel  and  cooperation. 
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Obituary 

MINTON — Nolen  Morris  Minton, 
age  53,  born  June  19,  1905  went  to 
his  Heavenly  Home  May  6,  1959. 
He  was  a  native  of  Gurdon,  where 
he  graduated  from  high  school.  He 
majored  in  Industrial  Arts  at 
A.S.T.C.,  Conway  and  Kansas  State 
Teachers  College.  He  taught  In¬ 
dustrial  Arts  in  Little  Rock  and 
North  Little  Rock,  Pine  Bluff  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools  from  1931  to  1942.  He 
served  his  country  in  the  Air  Force 
from  1942-1945.  He  worked  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Regional  Office  Veterans 
Adm.  from  1945  to  1951  when  he 
retired  because  of  his  health.  He 
was  loved  by  the  boys  whom  he 
taught  and  the  veterans  whom  he 
helped  to  rehabilitate. 

Mr.  Minton  married  Miss  Clyde 
Edythe  Lavender  June  29,  1935. 
Without  children  of  their  own,  they 
reared  three  foster  daughters,  Mrs. 
Penny  Wilmoth,  Miss  Joy  Whitten, 
and  Martha  Minton  who  survive 
him.  He  was  also  survived  by  four 
grandchildren  and  four  brothers. 
All  daughters  with  their  parents 
were  active  members  of  Sylvan 
Hills  Methodist  Church,  North  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock. 

Mr.  Minton  gave  dedicated  lead¬ 
ership  to  the  Sylvan  Hills  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  He  served  on  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board,  Methodist  Men,  Finance, 


SHE 

By  The  10th 

EIRE 


From  The  1st 
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Evangelism,  Education  Commis¬ 
sions,  taught  Men’s  and  Young 
Adults  Bible  Classes.  At  the  time 
of  his  expiration  he  was  local 
charge  lay  leader. 

The  Memorial  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  2  p.m.,  Friday,  May  8,  at 
Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church  with 
Rev.  Norris  Steele  and  Rev.  Geo. 
Wayne  Martin  in  charge.  Rev.  W. 
A.  Blount,  Pastor  of  Sylvan  Hills 
Community  Church,  sang  “The 
Love  of  God”  and  “Sunrise  Tomor¬ 
row.”  Mrs.  A.  L.  Garthwaite  was 
organist. 

Pallbearers  were  Wyndal  Minton, 
Martin  Burns,  Armon  Lavender, 
Forney  Lavender,  Scott  Lavender, 
H.  G.  Leek,  Walter  Reynolds,  Guy 
S  o  w  a  r  d.  Honorary:  Men’s  Bible 
Class,  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist 
Church  and  Optimist  Club  at  Syl¬ 
van  Hills. 

Interment  was  at  Edgewood  Me¬ 
morial  Park,  N.L.R.  North  Little 
Rock  Funeral  Home  was  in  charge 
of  service. 

Mr.  Minton  was  a  devoted  hus¬ 
band,  father,  grandfather;  a  dedi¬ 
cated  Christian,  and  was  loved  by 
any  and  all  whose  lives  he  had 
touched.  During  his  hospitaliza¬ 
tion,  he  was  ever  consoling,  having 
worship  with,  and  testifying  to  his 
fellow  patients.  He  had  morning 
worship  with  a  Negro  “buddy”  and 
helped  to  lead  his  life  to  Christ.  Mr. 
Minton  made  lasting  friendships  be¬ 
cause  he  loved  people  and  they 
loved  him. 

Two  very  lasting  Memorials 
were  given  in  his  honor.  He  was 
greatly  loved  by  the  people  of  his 
wife’s  home  church,  New  Salem 
Methodist  Church  at  Hot  Springs, 
where  memorial  contributions  were 
given  on  a  new  Lowery  Electric 
Organ.  Friends  and  loved  ones  gave 
the  21  bell  Vibrachime  for  the 
Hammond  Electric  Organ  at  the 
Sylvan  Methodist  Church. 

One  of  the  last  worship  services 
he  participated  in  was  his  layman’s 
testimony  on  “Power  of  Prayer”  at 
the  Conway  District  Ministers’ 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Feb.  1959, 
at  the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist 
Church. 

The  family  greatly  appreciated 
the  food  offering  by  the  WSG  and 
the  WSCS  of  the  local  church.  Many 
other  kindnesses  were  deeply  grat¬ 
ifying. 

By  his  wife 

News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Ten  national  Christian  ministers 
from  overseas  countries  will  be 
leaders  of  a  two-month  Methodist 
“Mission  to  America”  from  October 
4  to  December  4.  The  mission  is 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 
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cellent  variety  of  delicious 
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sponsored  Dy  me  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions’  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions  and  its  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service,  and  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 
The  Rev.  Leslie  J.  Ross,  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  is  director  of  the  mission.  Its 
purpose  is  “for  leaders  and  preach¬ 
ers  of  younger  churches  to  give 
witness  to  their  triumphant  faith.” 


Joseph  Brookshire 

Methodist  Evangelist 
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For  the  utmost  in  convenience, 
utility,  and  beauty,  use  the 


Methodist  Weekly 
Church  Bulletin 

SERVICE 


I  he  Methodist  Weekly  Church  Bulletin  Service  offers  the 
utmost  in  convenience.  You  simply  subscribe  to  the  service 
and  every  month,  with  no  more  effort  on  your  part,  you  re¬ 
ceive  new  and  beautiful  bulletins  for  each  Sunday  at  mini¬ 
mum  cost. 


The  Methodist  Weekly  Church  Bulletin  Service  offers  the  utmost 
in  utility.  Printed  on  paper  ideally  suited  for  mimeographing,  multi- 
li thing,  or  multigraphing,  the  bulletins  may  be  obtained  with  or 
without  a  message  on  page  four.  These  messages  are  Methodist- 
centered — planned  to  link  your  church  with  the  onward-moving 
Methodist  Church  throughout  the  world.  Pages  two  and  three  are 
blank  for  printing  the  order  of  the  service  and  announcements. 

To  help  the  minister  plan  his  sermons,  an  advance  catalog  which 
lists  the  general  subjects  of  each  of  the  year’s  bulletins  is  sent  to 
him.  The  catalog  also  lists  the  Methodist  board  or  agency  from 
which  information  on  the  subject  is  available. 

To  give  you  the  utmost  in  beauty,  the  illustrations  have  been 
chosen  from  paintings,  photographs,  and  kodachromes,  and  skill¬ 
fully  lithographed  in  two  contrasting  colors.  The  Christmas  and 
Easter  bulletins  are  in  four  colors.  Matching  pieces  for  these  two 
days  are  available. 


Subscribe  today  and  begin  taking  advantage  of  the  Methodist 
Weekly  Bulletin  Service — a  good  way  to  relieve  your  mind  of  one 
more  worrisome  detail,  because  these  handsome  bulletins  arrive  one 
month  in  advance,  regularly  and  without  fail!  Minimum  order,  50 
per  Sunday.  Order  in  multiples  of  50  per  week;  order  60  days  in 
advance.  (AP)  . per  hundred,  postpaid. 


Add  state  sales  tax  where  it  applies 
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Just  fill  out  this  coupon  and 
we’ll  send  you  free,  a  copy 
of  our  Bulletin  Catalog  for 
1960.  Lists  the  general  sub¬ 
jects  for  all  of  next  year’s 
bulletins. 
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T^acct  OfUttictt 


Issue  Of  Religion  In  Public  Schools 
Up  For  Study  By  Protestant  Groups 

By  Lotus  Cassels  of 
United  Press  International 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Thia  following  article  ia  reprinted  by  apecial  permission  of  United 
Press  International  in  the  interest  of  wider  understanding  of  the  issue  involved  and  at 
the  request  of  one  of  our  readers.  The  article  by  a  staff  writer  of  UPI  was  published  in 
the  issue  of  Saturday,  March  21,  of  this  year  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  and  possibly  other 
newspapers  in  this  Area  belonging  to  UPI. 


Circulating  among  major  Protest¬ 
ant  denominations  is  a  32-page 
mimeographed  “working  paper” 
that  may  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the 
most  significant  documents  of  the 
year. 

Drafted  by  a  special  committee  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
it  is  the  first  step  toward  a  united 
Protestant  stand  on  the  thorny 
question: 

How  should  public  schools  deal 
with  religion. 

Catholics  and  Jews  long  ago  took 
firm  —  and  directly  opposite  — 
positions  on  this  issue.  Catholics 
say  public  schools  should  forth 
rightly  teach  faith  in  God  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  moral  laws.  Jews  say  tax- 


Rcv.  R.  A.  T««Ur 

of  a  minor  wound.  A  sharp  instru¬ 
ment  pierced  the  flesh  and  the 
point  of  it  was  broken  off  and  left 
there  while  the  skin  and  flesh  near 
the  surface  healed  and  appeared 
well.  In  a  few  weeks  nature  dis¬ 
solved  the  tissues  in  which  the 
point  was  imbedded  and  floated  it 
to  the  surface.  There  it  prodded 
the  nerves  and  asked  to  be  let  out. 
It  was  and  in  a  few  days  the  wound 
was  really  well.  I  know  because 
I  was  the  patient. 

A  medical  authority  says:  “In 
the  body  economy  a  wound  always 
gets  first  priority.”  Whether  the 
wound  is  minor  or  major  at  least 
twenty-five  marvelous  activities  of 
nature  rush  to  the  rescue,  “in  re¬ 
sponse  to  some  mysterious  directive 
force.”  These  activities  may  be 
grouped  under  alarm,  cleansing 
and  reconstruction.  Without  them 
a  slight  scratch  might  be  fatal. 
They  form  the  basis  in  nature  for 
successful  surgery.  And  some  of 
them  continue  to  sound  the  alarm 
if  the  surgeon  by  mistake  leaves 
some  foreign  substance  in  the  incis¬ 
ion. 

But  the  body  is  not  the  only  part 
of  us  that  gets  wounded.  There  are 
more  wounds  of  the  spirit  than  of 
the  flesh.  And  we  can  say  that  in 
the  economy  of  the  soul  a  wound 
gets  first  priority  in  the  mind  of 
God.  In  neither  kind  of  wound 
does  surface  healing  ever  effect  a 
genuine  cure.  That  is  why  the 
good  physician  collects  data  on  the 
physical  history  of  his  patient  and 
why  the  psychiatrist  prys  into  his 
mental  and  social  history.  And  also 
why  the  Bible  tells  us  we  must  con¬ 
fess  our  sins.  The  concealed  ob¬ 
ject  or  fact  that  is  contrary  to 
health  must  come  out. 

Spiritual  healing  if  the  major 
subject  of  the  Bible.  And  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  it  closely  parellels  the  heal- 
ence  to  moral  laws.  Jews  say  tax- 


supported  institutions  must  follow 
a  strict  hands-off  policy  toward  re¬ 
ligion. 

Although  Protestants  consitiute  a 
large  numerical  majority  in  the 
United  States,  their  influence  in 
this  debate  has  hitherto  been  neg¬ 
ligible.  When  Protestantism  spoke 
on  the  subject  at  all,  it  spoke  in  a 
babble  of  voices. 

In  an  effort  to  remedy  this  situa¬ 
tion,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  last  year  set  up  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Religion  and  Public  Ed¬ 
ucation,  composed  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  25  major  Protestant 
bodies.  This  committee  has  taken 
on  the  formidable  task  of  working 
out  a  policy  statement  that  will  be 
acceptable,  if  not  to  all  Protestants, 
at  least  to  a  respectable  number  of 
them. 

The  “working  paper”  is  the  first 
fruit  of  the  committee’s  labors. 
Comment  is  being  invited  from  the 
participating  denom  i  n  a  t  i  on  s.  It 
doubtless  will  undergo  considerable 
revision  before  it  is  presented  for 
official  adoption  by  the  National 
Council.  But  even  in  its  present 
preliminary  form,  it  is  a  note¬ 
worthy  document. 

It  asserts  that  public  schools 
should  use  their  influence  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  "basic  view  of  life”  held 
by  most  Americans  —  “that  God 
is,  and  that  He  is  the  creator  and 
sustainer  of  human  life  and  of  all 
its  precious  values.” 

The  report  recognizes  that  ev^» 
this  simple  affirmation  of  God’s  ex¬ 
istence  would  conflict  with  the  be¬ 
liefs  of  a  small  minority  of  Amer¬ 
icans — about  4  per  cent,  according 
to  census  surveys  —  who  classify 
themselves  as  atheists. 

But  it  says  that  it  is  "practically 
impossible”  for  public  schools  to 
“maintain  a  strict  neutrality”  on 
the  question  of  God’s  existence. 

“The  actual  results  of  a  studied 
neutrality  is  practically  support  for 
the  view  that  God  does  not  count.” 

It  points  out  there  is  no  historical 
justification  for  any  argument  that 
the  U.  S.  Constitution  requires  such 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  public  in¬ 
stitutions.  The  founding  fathers  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  their  belief 
in  God  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence.  And  in  every  generation 


ing  of  the  body  —  warning,  clean¬ 
sing,  reconstruction.  The  conscience 
is  like  the  four  alarms  that  nature 
uses  in  the  case  of  a  body  wound. 
Confession  and  the  resulting  for¬ 
giveness  is  the  cleanup  system,  re¬ 
moving  the  poisonous  thing  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be.  And  “the  mysteri¬ 
ous  directive  force”  is  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  reconstruction  of  life 
is  the  final  healing  —  the  goal  to 
which  all  steps  move. 

The  Bible  has  nothing  to  do  with 
surface  healing.  Neither  body  nor 
soul  can  profit  by  it.  Jermiah  de¬ 
nounced  the  false  prophets  thus: 
“They  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  .slightly.” 
Who  of  us  has  not  had  some  wound 
of  soul?  Patients  of  the  Great  Phy¬ 
sician’s  soul  clinic  know  about  the 
healing.  We  are  always  in  need  of 
his  deeply  penetrating  treatment. 


Yovr  letters  and  comments  are 
always  welcomed.  All  communica¬ 
tions  must  be  signed,  but  signatures 
will  not  be  published  if  so  request¬ 
ed. 

EDITOR: 

I  am  writing  you  this  letter  with 
much  faith  that  you  will  publish  it 
in  the  religious  publication.  I  am 
an  African  boy  seeking  friends  in 
America  regardless  of  age  or  sex 
whom  I  could  swap  African  articles 
for  American  products.  E.  A.  ebony 
carvings,  wall  carvings,  masks  and 
book  ends;  snake  and  crocodile  skin 
hand  bags,  traveling  bags,  wallets, 
slippers  and  belts;  for  American 
shirts,  pants,  moccasin  footwear, 
colored  T-shirts  and  sweaters. 

I  shall  be  very  grateful  for  your 
kindness  if  you  could  help  me. 

Dele  Docemo 
2  Okepopo  Marina 
Largos,  Nigeria 


EDITOR: 

In  reading  of  the  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  on  Human  Relations,  it 
seems  astonishing  that  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Bishops  and  preachers  of  the 
South  cannot  stand  up  for  us  in 
the  matter  of  segregation.  Can  It 
be  that  none  of  them  have  heard 
that  in  the  integrated  schools  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  the  year  1957, 
there  were  reported  a  total  of  185 
pregnancies  among  high  school 
girls?  Among  Negro  girls  159; 
among  white  girls  —  16. 

Also,  according  to  Dr.  John  R. 
Pate,  chief  of  D.  C.  Disetse  Control 
Bureau,  Veneral  disease  increase  — 
896  cases.  Of  these,  whites  13, 
among  Negroes  833. 

As  I  understand  it,  this  Christian 
Social  Relations  is  to  break  down 
any  barriers  to  integration  in  the 
South.  Why  do  our  preachers  try 
to  do  this  when  the  ordinary  man 
sees  that  evil  will  come  of  it.  Do 
preachers  think  that  the  white  man 
should  expose  his  children  to  so 
much  evil?  It  that  Christian? 

Billy  Graham  said  if  everyone 
would  be  Christian,  that  would  set¬ 
tle  the  integration  question;  did  it 
occur  to  him  that  if  everyone  were 
Christian,  that  would  settle  the  cold 
War?  That  if  the  Russian  dictator 
would  become  Christian,  we  could 
beat  our  swords  into  plowshares? 
Effie  Conine 
Batesville,  Arkansas 


since,  American  government  at  all 
levels  has  professed  belief  in  God 
—  by  opening  courts  and  legislative 
sessions  with  prayer,  by  inscrip¬ 
tions  on  coins  and  currency,  by  pro¬ 
viding  chaplains  for  the  armed 
forces,  by  exempting  churches  from 
taxation. 

While  calling  for  a  forthright  ac¬ 
knowledgement  of  God  in  public 
schools,  the  Protestant  document 
warns  that  “it  is  probably  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  public  schools  to  go 
much  farther  than  this”  without  vi¬ 
olating  “our  cherished  American 
principles  of  separation  of  church 
and  state.” 

“The  public  schools  cannot  cor¬ 
porately  be  committed  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  God,”  the  report  says. 

The  Jewish  child  must  in  no  way 
be  embarrassed  for  his  Judaism.  No 
preferment,  over  or  implied,  of  one 
religious  establishment  over  anoth¬ 
er,  should  be  tolerated  for  a  single 
school  session.” 


tyowi  Ofaenvatiov 


EDITOR: 

This  letter,  no  doubt,  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  controversial,  and  I  agree, 
it  is  contrary  to  the  majority  of 
views  published  in  The  Louisiana 
Methodist;  however,  I  hope  you 
will  give  it  consideration. 

I  am  sincere  in  the  following 
query  and  would  like  this  letter 
published. 

Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  is  quoted 
favorably  in  almost  every  Louisiana 
Methodist  issue  which  I  receive. 
It  is  my  understanding  that  Dr. 
Dahlberg  signed  an  open  letter  to 
President  Roosevelt  on  behalf  of 
communist  labor  leader  Harry  Ren¬ 
ton  Bridges.  A  portion  of  the  let¬ 
ter  is  as  follows: 

“My  dear  Mr.  President: 

I  am  addressing  you  on  behalf 
of  the  clergymen  whose  names  are 
attached. 

We  respectfully  ask  that  you  set 
aside  the  deportation  order  against 
Harry  Renton  Bridges,  president  of 
the  International  Longshoremen’s 
and  Warehousemen’s  Union,  Con¬ 
gress  of  Industrial  Organizations, 
and  afford  him  full  opportunity  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America.” 

Dr.  Dahlberg’s  name  also  appears 
on  the  Citizens  Committee  to  Free 
Earl  Browder,  onetime  head  of  the 
Communist  Party  in  the  United 
States.  Dr.  Dahlberg  more  recently 
joined  with  a  number  of  people  in¬ 
cluding  Roy  Wilkins,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  NAACP;  Walter 
Reuther,  Daisy  Bates  and  A.  Philip 
Randolph,  in  advocating  a  “Youth 
March  for  Integrated  Schools”  on 
Washington  to  demand  federal  leg¬ 
islation  to  compel  school  integration 
everywhere  in  the  country.  Tell 
me,  sirs,  how  is  this  affecting  peo¬ 
ple’s  hearts  with  regard  to  race  re¬ 
lations.  I  don’t  mean  how  is  it  af¬ 
fecting  their  hearts  physically,  but 
spiritually. 

Why  is  a  man  with  definite  com¬ 
munist  support  the  leader  of  38,- 
000,000  church  people?  WHY??? 
Ann  Carolyn  Davis 
Ruston,  Louisiana 


EDITOR: 

This  is  an  open  letter  to  Bishop 
Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  St.  Louis; 
Bishop  Noland  B.  Harmon,  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.  C.;  Bishop  Williom  C.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Dallas;  and  Bishop  Lloyd  C. 

Wicke,  Pittsburgh . 

Dear  Bishops: 

An  article  in  The  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  of  September  17,  1959  states 
that  you  (at  the  Mehodist  National 
Conference  on  Human  Relations 
in  Dallas)  agreed  that  ministers  who 
take  a  stand  on  race  relations 
should  have  the  backing  of  their 
bishops. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  you 
meant  regardless  of  what  stand  the 
minister  takes  or  just  if  he  takes 
a  stand  for  integration.  There  might 
be  some  ministers  who  would  take 
a  stand  for  segregation.  Do  you 
think  the  bishop  should  back  the 
minister  in  this  case? 

Mrs.  Jack  E.  Kelly 
Homer,  Louisiana 
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Oklahoma  Alcohol 
Education  Program 
To  Continue 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  '(RNS) — A 
program  of  alcohol  and  narcotics 
education  in  Oklahoma  public 
schools  will  be  continued,  Gov.  J. 
Howard  Edmondson  announced 
here. 

Officials  had  reported  earlier 
that  the  program  would  be  aban¬ 
doned  because  of  insufficient  funds, 
even  though  legal  liquor  stores 
opened  in  the  state  for  the  first  time 
on  Sept.  1. 

The  governor  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement  following  a  talk  with 
Dr.  Oliver  Hodge,  state  superintend¬ 
ent  of  public  instruction. 

Gov.  Edmondson  said  Dr.  Hodge 
told  him  no  special  appropriation 
had  been  sought  from  the  legislat¬ 
ure  because  the  education  program 
could  be  continued  with  regular 
funds.  It  was  the  absence  of  fi¬ 
nancial  appropriation  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  that  brought  the  initial  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  program 
would  end. 

Dry  leaders  had  met  with  the 
governor  before  his  talk  with  Dr. 
Hodge,  pleading  that  funds  for  the 
program  would  be  found.  “I  cer¬ 
tainly  agree  that  now  is  the  time, 
with  the  passing  of  prohibition,  for 
an  indication  on  the  state  level  of 
the  danger  that  can  come  from  al¬ 
cohol,  and  narcotics,  too,  for  that 
matter,”  said  the  governor  after 
meeting  with  the  dry  leaders. 

Under  the  education  program 
schools  requesting  help  from  the 
state  are  provided  literature,  train¬ 
ing  aids  and  other  help  in  teaching 
the  effects  of  alcohol  and  narcotics. 

Deplores  Lack  of 
Spiritual  Impact 
On  Khrushchev 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — Billy 
.  Graham  said  he  was  disappointed 
*hat  no  attempt  had  been  made  to 
make  a  spiritual  impact  on  Nikita 
Khrushchev  during  the  Soviet 
Premier’s  American  tour. 

The  evangelist  said  the  failure  to 
[  Set  Mr.  Khrushchev  to  church  or 
°  show  h  i  m  America’s  spiritual 
strength  ‘‘may  prove  the  greatest 
jWunder”  of  those  who  arranged 
j  his  tour. 

j ..  interviewed  after  completing  a 
ive-day  visit  to  his  world  head¬ 
quarters  in  Minneapolis,  the  40- 
year-old  evangelist  said  Mr.  Khrush¬ 


Sunday,  October  J 1,  will  be  "Harvest  Day"  for  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home,  Ruston.  The  Louisiana  Conference  has  set  aside  this  day  for  this 
great  work  of  the  Church.  This  is  one  of  the  two  days  observed  every  year 
as  Home  Days.  The  other  one  is  Easter  Sunday. 

Depending  wholly  upon  Churches  and  Church  Schools  on  Easter  Sunday 
and  Harvest  Day  for  the  year's  support,  this  Harvest  Day  offering  must  be 
sufficient  for  operation  during  the  next  six  months,  or  until  Easter. 

Shown  above  are  some  of  the  children  of  the  Home. 


chev  probably  would  be  greatly 
impressed  could  he  see  the  interest 
of  the  American  people  in  religion. 

On  his  trip  to  Poland  recently, 
Mr.  Khrushchev  talked  a  great  deal 
about  religion,  indicating  that  ‘‘it’s 
in  his  sub-conscious,”  Mr.  Graham 
pointed  out. 

The  great  strength  of  America, 
the  evangelist  continued,  is  not  its 
gadgets,  material  wealth  or  military 
strength,  but  its  spiritual  life. 

As  a  result  of  the  meetings  with 
his  team  here,  Mr.  Graham  said  he 
is  ‘‘shifting  gears”  for  his  second 
decade  of  intensive  evangelism. 
(His  first  big  crusade  was  conduct¬ 
ed  10  years  ago  in  Los  Angeles.) 

The  decision  made  here  is  to 
hold  shorter  crusades  and  more  of 
them. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading-  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Oct.  8-Oct.  17  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Oct.  8 .  The  Revelation  18:8-16 

Oct.  9  The  Revelation  16:17-21 

Oct.  10  The  Revelation  17:1-18 

Oct.  11 .  The  Revelation  18:1-8 

Oct.  12 .  The  Revelation  18:9-20 

Oct.  13 .  The  Revelation  18:21-24 

Oct.  14 .  The  Revelation  19:1-8 

Oct.  15 .  The  Revelation  19:9-16 

Oct.  16 .  The  Revelation  19:17-21 

Oct.  17 .  The  Revelation  20:1-6 


Clothing  Drive 
Launched  for 
Typhoon  Victims 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (RNS)  — 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches 
throughout  the  West  Coast  states 
launched  an  emergency  drive  for 
300,000  pounds  of  clothing  for  the 
1,225,000  homeless  victims  of  Ty¬ 
phoon  Vera  in  Japan. 

The  drive  was  conducted  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  appeal  issued  jointly 
here  by  Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson  of 
New  York,  executive  director  of 
Church  World  Service,  and  Protest¬ 
ant  Episcopal  Bishop  James  A.  Pike 
of  San  Francisco.  CWS  is  the  in¬ 
ternational  relief  agency  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Noting  that  the  storm  which 
struck  across  central  Japan  was  one 
of  the  worst  in  the  country’s  history, 
Dr.  Wilson  said  the  need  for  good 
warm  used  clothing  was  “over¬ 
whelming.”  He  added  that  the  CWS 
regional  depot  at  Modesto,  Calif., 
had  been  almost  depleted  of  sup¬ 
plies  as  a  result  of  shipments  to 
Taiwan  flood  victims  last  summer. 

An  interstate  fleet  of  trucks  was 
mobilized  with  the  aid  of  state 
and  local  councils  of  churches  and 
a  50-member  volunteer  crew  went 
on  round-the-clock  duty  at  the  Mo¬ 
desto  center  to  process  and  bale  in¬ 
coming  clothing  for  the  earliest 
possible  shipment  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  other  ports. 

Paralleling  the  CWS  drive  was  a 
similar  effort  in  Lutheran  churches 
sponsored  by  Lutheran  World  Re¬ 
lief,  welfare  arm  of  the  eight 
Church  bodies  in  the  National 
Lutheran  Council  and  the  Board  of 
World  Relief  of  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod.  LWR  and 
CWS  cooperate  closely  in  world¬ 
wide  aid  distribution  programs. 

In  Japan,  Church  World  Service 
rushed  to  the  disaster  areas  8,000,000 
pounds  of  food  from  stores  it  had 
built  up  there  for  use  in  any  ca¬ 
tastrophe.  The  foodstuffs  included 
chiefly  powdered  milk,  corn  meal, 
flour  and  rice.  In  addition,  the 
agency’s  New  York  headquarters 
cabled  $25,000  to  cover  costs  of  in¬ 
ternal  transportation  of  supplies 
and  announced  that  a  shipment  of 
1,000,000  vitamin  capsules  would 
shortly  be  flown  to  Japan  by  ar¬ 
rangement  with  Northwest  Orient 
Airlines. 

Meanwhile,  Protestant  churches 
in  Europe  sent  immediate  contri¬ 
butions  totaling  more  than  $13,000 
in  response  to  an  appeal  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  Ge¬ 
neva  for  aid  to  victims  of  Typhoon 
Vera. 


Quadrennial  Commission  Reports 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  MALTESE  CROSS  PUZZLES  WASHING¬ 
TON  —  This  unretouched  photo  shows  a  Maltese  Cross  appearing  in  the 
sky  over  Washington  as  President  Eisenhower  and  other  high-ranking  offi¬ 
cials  attended  a  dinner  given  by  Soviet  Premier  Nikita  S.  Khrushchev  at 
the  Russian  Embassy.  It  was  taken  by  Religious  News  Service  photo  cor¬ 
respondent  Vincent  Shields.  How  the  Cross  came  to  appear  and  who — if 
anyone — was  responsible  for  it,  remains  a  mystery.  It  was  not  made  by  a 
sky-writing  airplane,  nor  could  any  evidence  be  detected  that  it  was  being 
projected  by  searchlight  beams.  No  one  has  come  forward  with  any  ex¬ 
planation  for  it.  Several  Washington  reporters  said  they  saw  it  intermittently 
for  two  hours.  Mr.  Shields  took  this  three-minute  time  exposure  as  the 
symbol  seemed  to  hover  over  the  spire  of  a  nearby  church  steeple.  (RNS 
Photo) 


In  1959  World  Order  Message 


Christians  Urged  To  Have  More  Interest 
In  Problems  Affecting  World  Order 

NEW  YORK,  (NC)  —  Church  people  throughout  the  50  states  are 
urged  in  the  annual  World  Order  Sunday  Message,  to  be  read  from  Pro¬ 
testant  pulpits  on  October  18  or  25,  to  accept  their  Christian  responsibility 
by  interesting  themselves  in  world  problems. 

The  Message  also  asks  them,  in  the  light  of  today’s  rapidly  changing 
world,  to  find  more  effective  ways  to  work,  through  redemptive  love, 
for  peace  with  justice  and  freedom. 

The  National  Council’s  Department  of  International  Affairs  sponsors 
World  Order  Sunday  and  the  Nationwide  Program  for  Peace,  launched 
this  year  in  Protestant  churches  across  the  Nation. 

This  program  calls  for  education,  as  opposed  to  propaganda  for  one 


point  of  view,  in  order  to  encourage 
informed  opinions  about  vital  is¬ 
sues.  It  also  asks  that  Christian 
concern  in  international  afairs  be 
incorporated  into  the  continuing 
programs  of  church  councils  and 
church-related  organizations. 

Each  local  church  is  responsible 
for  its  own  program  in  cooperation 
with  its  denomination.  Whenever 
possible,  leaders  trained  in  nation¬ 
al,  state  and  local  conferences  and 
seminars  are  used. 

The  Message  points  out  that  the 
writer  of  the  46th  Psalm  described 
the  world  of  his  day  in  which  “na¬ 
tions  rage,  kingdoms  totter.  .  .rivers 
and  oceans  roar  and  mountains 
tremble.” 

This  raging  of  nations  is  no  mere 
ancient  poetry,  but  is  the  reality  of 
our  time,  too,  the  Message  states, 
citing  that  22  new  nations  have  re¬ 
cently  been  born  and  that  four  new 
nations  will  come  into  existence 
next  year  in  Africa  alone. 

The  Message  emphasizes,  how¬ 
ever,  that  some  facets  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  upheaval  should  strengthen 
man’s  confidence  in  “the  God  who 
will  not  fail  or  be  discouraged  till 
he  has  established  justice  in  the 
earth.  .  .  Oppressions  and  injustices 
in  the  world  of  our  fathers  cried 


to  heaven  for  remedy.  It  was  not 
right  that  a  few  should  exercise 
lordship  over  many,  that  some 
should  feast  while  many  starved, 
that  color  should  determine  a  man’s 
place  in  human  society.” 

Churchmen  and  women  are 
called  upon  to  take  heart  from  the 
passing  of  old  ways. 

New  Methodist 
Seminary  Holds 
First  Convocation 

KANSAS  CITY  Mo.,  (MI)— With 
more  than  50  first-year  students 
and  faculty  of  six,  the  new  National 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary 
held  its  opening  convocation  here 
Sept.  29. 

Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank  of  St. 
Louis,  head  of  the  church’s  Missouri 
Area  and  president  of  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  board  of  trustees,  was  the 
first  to  address  the  historic  begin- 
ing  class  of  Methodism’s  newest 
seminary.  The  convocation  speaker 
was  Dr.  Gerald  O.  MfcCulloh  of 
Nashville,  director  of  theological  ed¬ 
ucation  of  The  Methodist  Church. 


Juris,  System  Study  Nearing  Completion 

Recommendations  To  General  Conference  To  Be 

Made  Available  To  Church  Early  Next  Year 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  (MI)  —  The  Methodist  Church’s  Commission  on 
the  Jurisdictional  System  neared  completion  of  its  four-year  study  at  a 
meeting  here  Sept.  24-26. 

The  full  report  of  the  70-member  Commission’s  findings  and  recom¬ 
mendations  is  to  be  mailed  in  January  to  General  Conference  delegates 
bishops,  board  executives  and  other  Methodist  officials. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Charles  Stuck  of  Jonesboro, 
Ark.,  are  members  of  the  study  commission. 

Supplemental  information,  including  five  research  studies  prepared 
for  the  Commission  by  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Shippey  of  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.  J.,  also  will  be  mailed  to  delegates. 


The  report  is  almost  completed, 
with  only  a  few  passages  referred 
to  the  drafting  committee  for  edit¬ 
ing  and  slight  revision. 

The  Commission  chairman, 
Charles  C.  Parlin  of  Englewood,  N. 
J.,  said  that  one  more  meeting  of 
the  full  group  will  be  held  if  the 
executive  committee  deems  it  nec¬ 
essary. 

Contents  of  the  report  are  not  to 
be  made  public  until  the  document 
is  in  the  hands  of  delegates  to  the 
1960  General  Conference,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.,  C.  C.  Bell, 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  executive  director 
of  the  Commission. 

He  said  that  subcommittees  of  the 
Commission  may  be  named  to  meet 
with  General  Conference  delegates 
in  various  sections  of  the  country 
to  discuss  the  report. 

The  Commission  was  created  by 
the  1956  General  Conference  to 
make  “a  thorough  study  of  our 
jurisdictional  system,  with  special 
reference  to  its  effectiveness,  its 
weaknesses,  and  its  relationships  to 
the  future  of  The  Methodist 
Church.” 

It  is  understood  that  the  report 
will  contain  sections  on  the  history 
and  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  a  statement  on  the  history 
and  philosophy  of  the  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  System,  findings  of  the  four-year 
study,  and  recommendations  for 
General  Conference  action. 

The  report  is  expected  to  be  one 
of  the  major  items  of  business  at 
the  1960  General  Conference,  to  be 
held  April  27-May  11  in  Denver, 
Colo. 


National  Seminary  is  one  of  two 
graduate-professional  theol  o  g  i  c  a  1 
schools  authorized  by  the  church’s 
1956  General  Conference.  The  oth¬ 
er  school  is  being  established  near 
Delaware,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Don  W.  Holter,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute,  Evanston,  Ill., 
was  inaugurated  as  president  of  Na¬ 
tional  Seminary  April  7.  The  semi¬ 
nary  has  gathered  five  other  facul¬ 
ty  members,  all  of  them  with 
earned  doctors’  degrees. 

Dean  William  F.  Case,  an  Ohioan, 
was  at  Garrett  for  10  years.  Dr. 
Lindsey  P.  Pherigo,  a  Floridian, 
came  to  Kansas  City  from  the  dean- 
ship  of  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville. 
Another  former  dean  on  the  new 
faculty  is  a  Kansan,  Dr.  E.  Dale 
Dunlap,  from  Southwestern  College. 
Dr.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey,  Jr.,  is 
from  Missouri,  while  Dr.  Charles  W. 
Baughman  is  from  Arkansas. 

Students  in  the  opening  class 
come  from  eight  states  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  West  and  are  graduates  of  a 
number  of  colleges.  In  1960  another 
class  will  be  enrolled  and  yet  an¬ 
other  in  1961  for  the  three-year 
graduate  course. 


‘Together’  Issues 
Special  Number 
For  Anniversary 

CHICAGO  (MI)  —  Anticipating 
the  175th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism  at  the  year’s  end,  To¬ 
gether  magazine  has  brought  out  a 
special  128-page  November  issue, 
which  goes  in  the  mail  today.  Cir¬ 
culation  of  the  special  anniversary 
issue  will  be  about  1,250,000  copies. 

For  more  than  a  year,  Together’s 
staff,  headed  by  Editor  Leland  D. 
Case,  has  been  working  on  the  spe¬ 
cial  issue  of  the  church’s  monthly 
family  magazine.  The  issue  has 
been  planned  to  help  churches  with 
their  anniversary  plans,  which  will 
climax  in  a  church-wide  observance 
Dec.  27  to  Jan.  3,  and  to  acquaint 
individual  readers  with  some  of  the 
dramatic  episodes  in  the  expansion 
of  the  church  in  America  since  it 
was  formally  organized  at  the 
“Christmas  Conference”  in  1784  at 
Baltimore. 

Special  features  of  the  annivers¬ 
ary  issue  include  a  series  of  nine 
watercolors  by  Art  Editor  Floyd  A. 
Johnson,  an  eight-page  gate-fold 
Methodist  Americana  Guide  for 
Tou.rists,  and  articles  by  such  well- 
known  writers  as  Hartzell  Spence, 
Carl  Sandburg,  Dr.  Ralph  Sockman, 
and  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith. 

The  watercolors  recreate  historic 
Methodist  scenes.  Four  of  these 
show  Capt.  Thomas  Webb,  early 
British  colonial  officer,  preaching  to 
Methodists  in  the  “Rigging  Loft" 
in  New  York;  Thomas  Coke  and 
Francis  Asbury  meeting  outside 
Barrett’s  Chapel  in  Delaware  to 
plan  for  the  Christmas  Conference; 
Freeborn  Garrettson  carrying  word 
of  the  Christmas  Conference  to 
Methodist  pastors  in  America;  and 
Asbury  being  consecrated  a  bishop 

Others  show  President-elect 
Washington  being  cheered  by  stu¬ 
dents  of  Cokesbury  College  (Meth¬ 
odism’s  first)  as  he  rides  past  on 
his  way  to  New  York  for  the  inaug¬ 
ural;  John  Dickins,  first  publishing 
agent  of  what  is  today  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Publishing  House,  conferring 
with  a  printer  beside  an  old  hand¬ 
printing  press  in  Philadelphia;  a 
delegation  of  Methodist  pastors 
waiting  upon  President  Washington 
to  assure  him  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Methodist  Church  to  the  new  repub¬ 
lic;  the  arrival  of  Asbury  at  the 
home  of  Edward  Cox  in  Tennessee 
to  hold  the  first  Methodist  Annual 
Conference  west  of  the  Alleghenies; 
and  Bishop  McKendree  being  greet¬ 
ed  by  frontiersmen  in  1819  beside 
McKendree  Chapel,  the  first  Prot¬ 
estant  meeting  house  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  which  still  stands  near 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 
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New  Record  In  ’58 
Set  By  Juvenile 
Delinquents 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Juvenile  delinquency  set  a  grim 
new  record  in  1958,  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  reported 
here. 

Arrest  statistics  collected  from 
Police  departments  in  1,558  cities 
with  a  population  of  more  than 
2,500  showed  480,615  arrests  involv¬ 
ing  persons  under  21  years  of  age. 

In  1953,  only  283,400  arrests  were 
reported  of  persons  under  21. 

In  1958,  a  total  of  284,213  arrests 
involved  boys  or  girls  who  had  not 
yet  reached  this  18th  birthday.  The 
comparable  figure  five  years  before 
was  149,806. 

Of  the  youths  under  18  who  were 
arrested  by  police,  the  FBI  said, 
130  were  charged  with  murder  and 
78  others  with  manslaughter  by 
negligence. 

Some  3,415  were  charged  with 
robbery;  682  .with  forcible  rape; 
57,389  with  theft  or  larceny;  2,340 
with  stabbings  or  other  aggravated 


'58  Crime  Rate  Reported 
Highest  in  U.  S.  History 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS  — 
The  U.  S.  crime  rate  was  the 
highest  in  history  in  1958,  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
reported  here. 

A  total  of  1,553,000  offenses 
were  known  to  police,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  131,000,  or  9.1  per  cent 
over  the  previous  record  set  in 
1957. 

The  FBI  said  there  were  8,182 
murders  committed  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  in  1958,  while  rapes 
numbered  14,563,  and  other  as- 
sults  113,569. 

A  total  of  75,347  robberies 
were  '  committed;  679,878  burg¬ 
laries,  391,560  thefts,  other  than 
automobiles.  There  were  270,- 
965  stolen  cars. 


assaults;  767  with  forgery  or  em¬ 
bezzlement;  376  with  violation  of 
narcotic  laws;  4,267  with  sex  of¬ 
fenses  other  than  rape;  7,748  with 
drunkenness;  618  with  drunken 
driving;  and  9,484  with  other  vio¬ 
lations  of  liquor  laws. 

A  total  of  195  girls  under  18  were 
arrested  for  prostitution,  while  27,- 
'65  young  people  under  18  were  ar¬ 
rested  for  disorderly  conduct.  This 
was  almost  double  the  number 
charged  with  this  offense  in  1953 
according  to  the  FBI’s  “Uniform 
Crime  Reports.” 

An  over-all  increase  of  8.1  per 
cent  occurred  in  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  between  1957  and  1958,  the 
FBI  said. 

The  Bureau  pointed  out  that  al¬ 
though  youths  under  18  accounted 
for  only  12.1  per  cent  of  all  arrests, 
they  were  the  subjects  of  64  per 
cent  of  the  arrests  for  auto  theft, 
jj  Per  cent  of  those  for  burglary, 
48  per  cent  for  larceny,  and  30  per 
cent  of  those  receiving  or  possess¬ 
es  stolen  property. 

Juvenile  delinquency  is  increas¬ 
es  at  a  faster  rate  in  small  cities 

an  in  large,  the  FBI  pointed  out, 
he  increase  being  12.6  per  cent  in 
cities  under  25,000  population,  com- 
Paied  with  7.1  per  cent  in  larger 
cities. 

OCTOBER  8,  1959 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  500,000  RIAL  CARDS  PROVIDE  TABLE 
PRAYERS  —  Nearly  500,000  cards  bearing  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Jewish  mealtime  prayers  will  appear  on  restaurant  tables  across  the 
U.S.  this  fall  as  part  of  the  11th  annual  Religion  in  American  Life  campaign 
to  increase  worship  attendance  at  all  churches  and  synagogues.  This  is 
about  200,000  more  cards  than  were  distributed  last  year.  Shown  left  to 
right  are  Milton  Knoll  and  Robert  Dengler  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  placed  cards  in  restaurants  and  hotels 
throughout  the  city,  and  J.  S.  Lefeber,  catering  head  at  the  Hotel  St.  Paul. 
The  RIAL  program  is  sponsored  by  a  Laymen's  Committee  comprising 
members  of  various  faiths  and  is  supported  by  27  national  religious  bodies 
with  American  business  co-operating  through  the  Advertising  Council  of 
America.  November  is  designated  as  "Religion  in  American  Life  Month." 
(RNS  Photo) 


Church  Aid  Rushed 
To  Typhoon  Victims 

TOKYO  (RNS)  —  American  Pro¬ 
testant  and  Roman  Catholic  relief 
agencies  which  work  co-operatively 
in  aid  distribution  program  in  Ja¬ 
pan  rushed  a  plane  load  of  17,000 
pounds  of  supplies  to  victims  of  the 
worst  typhoon  in  the  country’s  his¬ 
tory. 

The  supplies,  consisting  of  food, 
clothing,  blankets  and  medicines, 
comprised  the  initial  shipment  to 
the  disaster  areas  by  Church  World 
Service,  overseas  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches;  Catho¬ 
lic  Relief  Services-National  Catholic 
Welfare  Conference;  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Friends  Service  Committee 
(Quaker). 

Hardest  hit  by  Typhoon  Vera  was 
the  Nagoya  area  of  central  Honshu. 
Heavy  winds,  floods  and  landslides 
took  a  national  toll  of  1,800  dead, 
more  than  1,950  missing,  almost 
9,000  injured,  and  970,000  homeless. 
Damage  was  estimated  at  more 
than  $112,000,000. 


Concordance  of  RSV 
Bible  Published 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  first 
concordance  reference  edition  of 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible  was  published  here  by 
Thomas  Nelson  &  Sons  on  the  sev¬ 
enth  anniversary  of  the  RSV. 

Called  the  RSV  Concordance  Ref¬ 
erence  Bible,  the  new  work  has 
more  than  75,000  center-column  text 
references,  a  192-page  concise  con¬ 
cordance  with  a  list  of  proper 
names  appearing  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  12  full-color  maps. 

Since  the  RSV  Bible  was  first 
published  in  1952,  more  than  7,500,- 
000  copies  have  been  distributed, 
according  to  William  R.  McCulley, 
president  of  the  publishing  firm.  In 
addition,  he  noted,  nearly  4,000,000 
copies  of  the  RSV  New  Testament, 
which  appeared  in  1946,  have  been 
issued. 

In  compiling  the  concordance  for 
the  new  reference  Bible,  the  use  of 
Univac,  electronic  “brain”  engi¬ 
neered  by  Remington  Rand,  cut 
cross-indexing  time  to  400  hours, 
compared  to  the  30  years  it  took 
scholars  to  index  the  King  James 
Version  during  the  last  century, 
the  publisher  said. 
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Students  Conduct  Morning  Meditations 


DALLAS,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  An  in¬ 
vitation  extended  each  day  to  every 
student  at  Sunset  High  School  here 
says:  “To  start  your  day  with  a 
smile  and  a  prayer  join  us  in  study 
hall  at  8:25  tomorrow  morning.” 

Providing  a  devotional,  songs, 
and  prayer  led  by  the  students, 
these  Morning  Meditations  were 
started  seven  years  ago  by  a  group 
of  Sunset  students  who  felt  the 
need  for  a  religious  influence  in 
school. 

They  received  permission  from 
the  administration  and  drew  up  a 
constitution  and  by-laws.  The  ac¬ 
tivity  is  now  sponsored  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  25  students  under  the 

TEMECULA,  Calif.  (RNS) 

— BIBLE  LAND  TAKING 
SHAPE  IN  CALIFORNIA— 

Life-size  Bible  figures  in 
sand  are  taking  shape  in 
California's  Rainbow  Can¬ 
yon  near  here  in  an  ambiti¬ 
ous  project  that  envisions 
30  scenes  depicting  the  life 
of  Christ.  Sculptor  Ted 
Conibear,  52,  who  quit  his 
jobs  as  a  policeman  and 
part-time  carpenter  after 
discovering  his  talent,  says 
his  only  object  now  is  "to 
use  whatever  gift  God  gave 
me  to  bring  Him  closer  to 
the  common  man."  Here,  a 
visitor  to  the  100-acre  out¬ 
door  studio  compares  "The 
Last  Supper,"  currently  in 
progress,  with  Da  Vinci's 
famous  painting  below.  Mr. 
Conibear,  a  keen  Bible  stu¬ 
dent,  uses  live  models  "of 
good  character"  for  shaping 
Bibleland's  figures  in  mois¬ 
tened  sand.  (RNS  Photo) 


guidance  of  a  faculty  member. 
Committee  members  are  carefully 
chosen  on  the  basis  of  citizenship, 
church  responsibility,  and  co-oper- 
ativeness  from  all  denominations 
and  grade  levels. 

Each  morning,  an  outstanding  stu¬ 
dent  is  invited  to  express  his  view 
on  a  religious  subject  in  a  short  de¬ 
votional  followed  by  song  and  pray¬ 
er.  Average  attendance  is  around 
70. 

The  student  committee  organiza¬ 
tion  is  responsible  for  a  prayer  be¬ 
fore  each  lunch  period  and  provides 
at  least  one  of  the  religious  assem¬ 
blies,  Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  or 
Easter,  during  the  year. 

Sunset  has  answered  inquiries 
from  all  over  the  U.S.  and  has 
helped  other  high  schools  to  form 
their  own  Morning  Meditations. 


Editorials 


Fear  That  Disarmament  May  Disrupt 

EVEN  though  Congress  is  now  adjourned  until  next  year,  some 
congressional  committees  and  sub-committees  continue  to 
hold  hearings.  Among  those  scheduled  for  the  near  future 
is  the  subcommittee  on  disarmament  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Committee  which  is  concerned  about  the  potential  impact 
of  arms  control  measures  on  the  U.  S.  economy.  The  senators  know 
that  any  serious  disarmament  move  could  disrupt  severely  U.  S. 
economic  affairs. 

This  issue  was  dramatically  thrown  into  the  world  arena  of 
discussion  by  Mr.  Khrushchev  in  his  U.  N.  address  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago.  Almost  unnoticed  the  day  before  the  Soviet  leader 
spoke  were  proposals  made  by  the  Foreign  Minister  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Selwyn  Lloyd,  which  called  for  drastic  disarmament  to¬ 
gether  with  a  mechanism  for  inspection  and  a  U.  N.  police  force. 
President  Eisenhower  is  on  record  as  having  stated  “The  basic 
principle  is  that  we  are  of  the  conviction  that  universal  disarma¬ 
ment  is  really  the  one  great  hope  of  the  world  living  in  peace  in 
the  future  years.”  The  sub-committee  hearing  concerns  what  eco¬ 
nomic  reaction  disarmament  may  have  within  the  U.  S. 

That  such  a  matter  could  become  a  major  factor  shows  how 
involved  this  nation  has  become  with  arms,  defense,  military  se¬ 
curity  and  money.  More  than  two-thirds  of  this  nation’s  govern¬ 
mental  income  is  now  being  spent  on  past  wars  and  present  military 
commitments.  To  have  suddenly,  or  even  within  a  period  of  a  few 
years,  the  need  for  most  of  these  expenditures  eliminated  would 
serve  to  disrupt  considerably  our  economy.  Large  manufacturing 
concerns  employing  thousands  of  persons  and  having  huge  invest¬ 
ments  in  machines  and  plants  would  face  severe  adjustments.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  people  would  suffer  financially,  persons  either  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  service  or  servicing  military  forces  or  installations.  There  is 
no  question  about  it,  the  nation’s  economy  would  face  a  most  criti¬ 
cal  test. 

Some  will  advance  the  theory  that  perhaps  this  is  what  the 
Soviets  want,  bringing  about  a  situation  which  would  do  in  one 
way  what  other  methods  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish.  In  a 
type  of  government  like  that  of  Soviet  Russia,  adjustments  could 
be  worked  out  on  the  top  level,  ordered  to  be  carried  out  thus  and 
so,  with  no  questions  asked.  Not  so  in  countries  where  there  is 
freedom  of  individual  and  group  action.  Certain  steps  may  be 
taken  on  a  top  level,  but  the  final  test  comes  in  cooperative  and 
voluntary  action  by  people  who  believe  that  the  goal  is  worth  sac¬ 
rificing  for.  For  people  who  do  not  have  such  freedom,  the  tran¬ 
sition  from  a  military  economy  to  a  non-military  one  would  be 
easier. 

There  is  no  compelling  evidence  thus  far  that  the  United  States 
and  other  free  nations  will  have  to  face  in  the  near  future  a  de¬ 
cision  to  disarm.  The  only  real  basis  for  concern  yet  is  Mr.  Khrush¬ 
chev’s  proposal  for  total  disarmament  to  the  United  Nations.  Many 
nations  could  propose,  but  none  would  seriously  consider  disarming 
unless  the  Soviets  agree  to  cooperate  and  only  then  with  workable 
inspection  agreement.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Khrushchev  made  nu¬ 
merous  references  during  his  U.  S.  visit  to  his  disarmament  pro¬ 
posal,  saying  nothing  which  could  be  interpreted  as  a  retraction  or 
modification  of  the  proposal  before  the  U.  N. 

However,  in  event  that  serious  steps  were  taken  to  get  such  a 
program  underway,  we  believe  that  regardless  of  how  severe  ad¬ 
justments  may  be,  they  would  be  a  small  price  to  pay  to  eliminate 
fear  of  destruction  and  death  which  has  been  hovering  over  the 
world  for  the  past  couple  of  decades.  There  will  be  those  who  will 
object  strenuously  to  disarmament,  but  even  these  must  appreciate 
what  possibilities  for  creative  endeavors  would  be  opened  to  all 
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mankind  were  in  fact  “swords  were  beaten  into  ploughshares  and 
spears  into  pruning  hooks.” 


Enlistment  Is  Primary 

THIS  is  potentially  one  of  the  greatest  years  The  Methodist 
Church  has  faced  in  its  two  centuries  of  development.  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  have  designated  this  final  year  of  the  1956-60 
quadrennium  as  a  year  of  enlistment,  throwing  out  a  challenge:  to 
enlist  all  Methodists  in  some'  creative  activity;  to  enlist  the  un¬ 
enlisted  or  uncommitted;  and  to  enlist  the  total  self  of  individual 
Methodist,  dedication  of  life.  Here  wrapped  up  in  a  single  phrase 
is  the  challenge  of  the  Christian  faith. 

But  the  ongoing  Christian  movement  is  more  than  a  catchy 
phrase,  a  snappy  slogan  or  a  glamorized  program.  These  serve  only 
as  guide  points  around  which  certain  endeavors  may  be  organized. 
Unless  there  is  central  that  which  sets  the  Church  apart  from  all 
earthly  organizations,  the  local  congregation  becomes  little  more 
than  other  fellowships  which  operate  altogether  on  a  human  (some¬ 
times  subhuman)  level.  Except  enlistment  be  fired  with  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  then  enlistment  efforts  become  vain  strivings  that  bene¬ 
fit  no  one  and  call  into  question  the  genuine  Christian  enterprise. 

Methodism,  as  a  part  of  the  Christian  movement,  faces  a  year 
fraught  with  opportunity.  Perhaps  as  never  before  have  Meth¬ 
odists  been  faced  with  as  many  issues,  some  large,  some  small.  Be¬ 
sides  these  issues  which  Methodists  share  with  other  Christian 
coumunions,  Methodists  have  a  few  which  are  peculiarly  her  own. 
May  we  suggest  that  there  is  no  finer  way  for  Methodist  leaders 
and  Methodism’s  millions  to  face  external  and  internal  issues  than 
for  all  Methodists  to  become  lost  in  some  great  cause  like  “Enlist¬ 
ment,”  which  would  put  Methodists  to  taking  care  of  first  things 
first.  The  main  issue  is  enlistment.  Other  issues  are  far  more 
likely  to  be  resolved  if  the  first  issue  becomes  paramount. 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


N.A.  Conf.  Notes — 

Area  Institutes 
Are  Completed 

By  Ira  A.  Bruml*y 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
has  completed  a  series  of  Christian 
Education  Institutes.  Those  insti¬ 
tutes  for  the  Conway,  Batesville, 
Forrest  City,  Jonesboro  and  Para- 
gould  Districts  were  held  in  early 
September.  The  Ft.  Smith  and  Fay¬ 
etteville  Districts  held  their  Insti¬ 
tutes  September  28-30.  Three  insti¬ 
tutes  were  held  in  the  last  group: 
Ft.  Smith,  Springdale  and  Harrison. 
The  attendance  on  these  last  three 
was  even  better  than  in  the  first 
four.  More  than  three  hundred  and 
fifty  persons  shared  in  the  two  dis¬ 
trict  program,  while  the  average 
district  attendance  for  the  first 
series  was  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  per  district.  The  Fayetteville 
District  had  more  than  two  hundred 
in  the  two  institutes:  Springdale  and 
Harrison. 

The  following  persons  were  group 
leaders  in  the  last  three  institutes: 
Mrs.  Frances  Winter,  Miss  Anna 
Rose  Miller,  Mrs.  Joe  Cole,  Mrs. 
Elmo  Thomason  and  Herschel  Mc- 
Clurkin  of  Ft.  Smith;  William  Con¬ 
nell  of  Waldron;  Miss  Barbara 
Meacham,  Joseph  Taylor,  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Murphy,  Mrs.  John  Bayliss  of  Fay¬ 
etteville;  Mrs.  B.  A.  Tolbert  of 
Siloam  Springs;  John  Workman  of 
Berryville;  Mrs.  J.  Clarence  Wilcox 
of  Harrison;  and  Ira  A.  Brumley. 

Worship  services  were  led  in  these 
meetings  by  Ethan  W.  Dodgen,  Roy 
Moyers,  and  W.  Leonard  Byers. 

Each  of  the  district  meetings 
throughout  the  whole  series  was 
under  the  respective  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

More  than  nine  hundred  officers 


and  teachers  of  church,  schools  took 
part  in  these  institutes. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  the  Service  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  cooper¬ 
ated  in  supplying  excellent  groups 
of  curriculum  and  promotional  ma¬ 
terials  for  these  meetings. 

Records  were  kept  of  churches 
and  persons  taking  part.  The  plan 
is  to  follow  up  and  try  to  reach 
church  schools  not  reached  by  the 
institutes. 

New  Certifications 

We  have  not  listed  for  some  time 
the  new  certifications  for  training 
courses.  We  hope  we  are  being 
acurate  in  this  listing.  The  follow¬ 
ing  new  certifications  have  been  re¬ 
ported:  Teaching  Children,  Miss 
Mary  Chaffin,  St.  Paul;  The  Mean¬ 
ing  of  Methodist,  Miss  Mary  Chafin; 
Christian  Beliefs,  Miss  Mary  Chafin; 
Facing  the  Alcohol  Problem,  Ray 
Edwards,  Mt.  View;  How  to  Read 
and  Study  the  Bible,  J.  H.  Hoggard, 
Ft.  Smith,  William  Cheyne,  Ft. 
Smith,  Paul  M.  Bumpers,  Batesville, 
A.  C.  Brannon,  Marion;  Old  Testa¬ 
ment:  Content  and  Value,  Mitchell 
Sanford,  Jonesboro;  New  Testament: 
Content  and  Value,  Mitchell  San¬ 
ford;  The  Gospel  of  Luke,  A.  C. 
Brannon,  Charles  W.  Lewis  of 
Hughes;  Understanding  Adults,  Ira 
A.  Brumley. 

The  following  have  come  to  us  by 
transfer:  Mrs.  Aaron  Barling, 
Wheatley,  Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
Churches;  Pharis  Baker,  Conway, 
Understanding  the  Bible,  The  Mak¬ 
ing  eof  the  English  Bible,  How  to 
Read  and  Study  the  Bible,  New 
Testament:  Content  and  Value; 
Francis  A.  Buddin,  Newport,  Chris¬ 
tian  Evangelism. 

Three  additional  names  have  been 
added  to  list  of  certified  Deans: 
Aaron  F.  Barling,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates, 
Francis  A.  Buddin. 


Dr.  Trigg  James,  executive  secre- 
t  a  ry,  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Council,  will  teach  the  course, 
" Christian  Education  in  the  Church," 
at  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Training 
School  for  Christian  Workers.  The 
school  is  to  be  held  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Little  Rock,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  18-22. 


Workers  School  Held 
At  Bunkie  Church 

A  Christian  Workers  Training 
School,  for  the  churches  in  the 
Bunkie  Area  of  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  held  in  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Bunkie,  September  29  through  Oc¬ 
tober  1st. 

Three  courses  were  offered: 
TEACHING  CHILDREN,  with  Mrs. 
R.  R.  Branton  of  Lafayette  as  in¬ 
structor;  ADULT  WORK  IN  THE 
CHURCH  SCHOOL,  with  Rev. 
George  Pearce  of  Natchitoches  as 
instructor  and  the  WORK  OF  THE 
LOCAL  CHURCH,  with  Rev.  J.  J. 
Caraway  of  Bunkie  as  instructor. 


Vacation 
Church  Schools 

New  Orleans 

Castle  Manor  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  its  10-day  Vacation  Church 
School  program  with  an  average 
attendance  of  80. 

Mrs.  LaMerle  Taylor  was  in  charge 
of  the  Bible  School,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Jeanette  Hunsinger  and  Mrs.  Anna 
Jones  and  the  Senior  Class.  Mrs. 
Jones  served  in  the  capacity  of 
Musical  Director.  Organist  was  Mrs. 
Ethel  Rakestraw  and  the  School 
Secretary  was  Mrs.  Helen  Marcel. 

Kindergarten  No.  1  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Barbara  Sohl  and  Mrs.  Jerry 
Finch,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Sparks; 
Kindergarten  No.  2  by  Mrs.  Nadine 
Dove;  Primary  No.  1  by  Mrs.  Ethel 
Rakestraw  and  Mrs.  Anita  Doyle; 
Primary  No.  2  by  Mrs.  M.  Allen 
Stair  and  Mrs.  Sam  Angelocci;  Jun¬ 
iors  by  Mrs.  Peggy  Kerr  and  Mrs. 
Pat  Purvis. 


Tillar 

Newton  Chapel  Methodist  Church, 
Tillar  Charge,  completed  a  success¬ 
ful  Vacation  Bible  School,  which 
lasted  eight  days.  There  was  an  en¬ 
rollment  of  32  pupils  and  teachers. 

The  Kindergarten  class  was  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Wayne  Doug¬ 
las  and  Mrs.  Sadie  Donley.  Mrs.  Ad¬ 
rian  Leek  led  the  Primary  group. 
The  Juniors  were  led  by  Mrs.  Cloyce 
Stevens  and  Mrs.  David  Chapman. 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Leek,  Jr.,  was  in  charge 
of  the  Intermediates.  Miss  Susie 
Bickham  was  pianist  for  the  school. 


.  . Ihe  Lafayette  District  Junior  Camp  No.  1,  held  at  Camp  Brewer  Jul 
r  l'  Was  atten,^ec^  by  65  campers  and  14  adult  workers.  Juniors  from  1 
f"e  churches  in  the  district  studied  as  their  theme,  "Living  with  Others. 
ev-  ha  M.  Robinson,  Houma,  was  the  director.  Other  adult  workers  in 


eluded:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Adams;  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson;  Rev.  R.  M.  Bentley; 
Rev.  Travis  Campbell;  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton;  Calvin  Hebert;  Donald  Farley; 
Mrs.  Bussy  Rose;  Miss  Pat  Kennedy;  Miss  Peggy  Thomasson;  Miss  Fanny 
Geroe;  and  Mrs.  Horace  McGraw. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HALF-SIGHT 


In  every  classroom,  teachers  will  tell  you  how  few  among  the 
students  really  listen.  They  may  all  be  sitting  with  their  eyes  open, 
but  some  have  a  look  of  bland  indifference  while  others  have  a  big 
baby  start  of  wonderment. 

Then  there  are  the  few  who  have  a  searching  intensity  to  their 
gaze.  They  are  the  select  few  who  belong  to  what  Halford  Luccock 
calls  “the  aristocracy  of  the  attentive.”  They  are  the  ones  who  will 
follow  through  to  explore  the  subject  further.  From  this  group  comes 
the  inventors,  the  discoverers,  the  real  scholars. 

So  is  it  with  a  congregation  as  a  gospel  is  being  preached.  All 
those  present  may  have  their  eyes  open — more  or  less — but  only  a 
few  have  that  intentness  of  gaze  which  indicates  their  attention  is 
really  focused  and  they  will  follow  the  subject  further. 

In  one  prominent  American  university  there  is  a  custom  that, 
after  the  morning  service,  those  who  wish  to  ask  the  preacher  any 
further  questions  may  go  with  him  to  a  room  and  talk  it  over.  That 
is  an  excellent  provision,  for  a  sermon  is  designed  to  raise  questions 
rather  than  to  settle  them.  A  good  sermon  should  start  the  hearers 
on  the  search  for  more  light. 

The  sad  thing  is  that  so  often  we  stop  with  just  a  hazy  view. 

When  I  think  of  our  contemporary  society,  I  think  of  the  blind 
man  on  whom  Jesus  laid  His  hands  at  the  pool  of  Bethsaida.  After 
the  first  touch  Jesus  asked,  “Do  you  see  anything?”  The  man  re¬ 
plied,  “I  see  men  but  they  look  like  trees  walking.” 

Through  our  means  of  communication  we  see  and  hear  more 
people  than  ever  before,  but  we  do  not  see  them  in  focus. 

Nasser  and  Nehru  and  Khrushchev  are  household  words.  The 
news  of  what  governments  are  doing  is  brought  to  us  daily  in  the 
press  and  radio.  But  we  think  about  these  peoples  so  impersonally. 
If  the  Congress  and  the  White  House  speak,  we  assume  that  is  America 
talking.  If  the  Cabinet  in  Downing  Street  speaks,  we  say  that  is 
England  talking.  If  the  Kremlin  speaks,  we  say  that  is  Russia  talking. 

Well,  America  is  more  than  our  Capitol  at  Washington,  England 
is  more  than  Downing  Street,  and  Russia  is  more  than  the  Kremlin. 
Somebody  must  see  behind  the  headlines  and  beyond  the  broadcasts. 

We  need  Christ-like  imagination  and  insight  to  see  people,  not 
as  trees  but  as  human  beings.  We  of  the  strong  nations  must  see  that 
good  will  does  not  flow  like  a  river  from  a  higher  source  to  a  lower 
but  moves  like  the  tide  across  the  ocean,  on  a  level,  drawn  by  the 
attraction  of  a  power  above.  Just  as  the  power  of  the  moon  moves  the 
tides,  so  the  power  of  God  should  move  good  will  between  nations 
and  races.  We  need  more  charitableness  in  our  charity  and  more 
humility  in  our  helpfulness. 

We  need  this  Christ-like  imagination  in  our  relations  at  home 
as  well  as  abroad.  We  move  in  the  midst  of  multitudes  but  we  do 
not  think  of  them  as  persons.  Of  course,  we  cannot  get  personally 
acquainted  with  everybody,  but  if  we  look  inside  the  hearts  of  a  few 
people,  we  might  get  a  better  view  of  others. 

To  illustrate,  last  summer  as  our  plane  left  Singapore  for  Manila, 
we  found  ourselves  across  the  aisle  from  a  mother  with  three  boys 
at  the  devilish  age — the  devilish  age  of  boys  is  rather  variable,  but 
these  were  3,  5  and  7.  And  the  mother  was  distraught. 

In  order  to  get  some  studying  done,  I  thought  of  asking  for  a 
place  in  the  plane  away  from  their  noise,  but  then  we  discovered 
that  the  mother  was  bringing  those  three  children  back  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  because  their  father  had  been  killed  the  week  before  in  a 
tragic  accident  at  Singapore. 

The  little  fellows  did  not  know  yet  what  had  happened.  The 
mother  was  bearing  the  burden  alone,  trying  to  feed  them  and  keep 
them  quiet.  When  we  learned  that  the  whole  picture  was  changed. 

That  incident  illustrates  a  principle  I  think  we  must  get  across 
to  the  world.  Dwight  Morrow,  who  was  a  hard-headed  businessman 
as  well  as  an  ambassador,  declared  that  one  of  the  troubles  in  inter¬ 
national  relations  is  that  we  judge  ourselves  by  our  motives  and 
other  peoples  by  their  actions. 

What  we  need  is  to  have  our  eyes  opened  to  see  people  as  per¬ 
sons,  whether  they  live  in  the  next  block  or  whether  they  live  be¬ 
yond  the  Iron  Curtain. 

If  you  will  read  the  story  of  the  blind  man  you  will  find  that 
Jesus  touched  his  eyes  again  and  he  “saw  all  things  clearly.” 

We  need  Christ’s  second  touch. 


©CHAS. 

CARTwrigmY 


"Circle  meeting?  Oh,  no-o-o-o!" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Tuning  In  On  God 

There  is  a  story  of  a  six-year-old 
girl  who  was  looking  with  boredom 
at  the  paintings  in  an  art  gallery. 
She  wandered  into  the  modern  art 
section  and  saw  one  of  these  paint¬ 
ings  that  looked  like  the  result  of 
a  squirrel  that  waded  through  a 
paint  pot  then  walked  across  the 
canvas.  As  the  older  people  were 
oo-ing  and  ah-ing  about  the  work 
of  art,  the  little  girl  looked  up  at 
them  and(  said,  “Oh,  I  guess  it’s 
pretty.  But  it’s  too  bad  they  didn’t 
tune  it  in.” 

The  Christian  experience  of  many 
of  us  is  like  one  of  those  ultra¬ 
modern  paintings.  The  paint  and  the 
ideas  may  be  there,  but  they  are 
not  very  well  tuned  in.  Many  of  us 
complain  that  they  never  seem  to 
hear  the  voice  of  God.  More  than 
anything  else,  the  reason  is  that  we 
have  not  taken  the  time  to  tune  our 
thoughts  toward  Him.  During  the 
Sunday  morning  church  service 
many  who  attend  are  hearing  the 
words  of  the  man  in  the  pulpit,  but 
never  thinking  of  trying  to  apply 
them  in  their  own  lives.  We  hear  of 
the  great  need  for  evangelising  the 
world  and  their  answer  is  that  they 
read  a  magazine  article  somewhere 
saying  that  the  "foreigners”  did  not 
want  to  hear  us.  With  such  little 
information  they  make  very  impos¬ 
ing  statements  that  “We  ought  to 
clean  up  our  own  yards  first.”  But 
they  are  not  willing  to  accept  the 
responsibility  of  doing  it. 

Isaiah  was  a  layman  who  heard 
God  speak  a  long  time  ago.  His  first 
reaction  was  one  of  total  weakness 
and  ineffectiveness.  Then  when  he 
made  himself  available  to  the 


cleansing  power  of  God,  he  some¬ 
how  was  able  to  hear  the  call  of 
God.  He  had  “tuned  in”  his  spiritual 
ears  to  God’s  call.  True,  he  did 
speak  to  his  own  people  first.  But 
at  least  he  spoke.  He  may  have 
thought  that  salvation,  like  charity, 
is  supposed  to  begin  at  home.  But 
he  was  tuned  in  to  God’s  messages 
enough  to  realize  that  neither  sal¬ 
vation  nor  charity  could  remain  at 
home.  God’s  story  had  to  be  told  to 
many,  and  he  was  one  of  the  mouth¬ 
pieces  that  God  was  depending  upon 
to  tell  it. 

The  job  of  telling  the  Good  News 
of  Christ  is  not  one  of  deciding 
whether  we  shall  center  our  atten¬ 
tion  just  on  the  people  of  our  own 
community  or  just  on  those  of  far 
away  lands.  Those  who  are  working 
for  Christ  as  missionaries,  will  be 
the  last  to  say  there  is  any  particu¬ 
lar  virtue  attached  to  mission  work 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  the  job  takes  a  good  deal  of 
dedication  and  courage.  But  the  job 
here  takes  the  same  sort  of  qualities 
if  one  leaves  the  cushioned  pew  and 
puts  his  efforts  into  the  lives  of  the 
poor  and  the  outcasts,  as  Jesus  told 
us  to  do. 

The  final  commandment  of  Christ 
was  to  witness  in  “Jerusalem,  and 
in  all  Judea,  and  Samaria,  and  to 
the  end  of  the  earth.”  This  does  not 
leave  us  much  choice.  The  whole 
human  race  is  our  responsibility, 
and  that  includes  the  fellow  in  our 
back  yard  as  well  as  the  fellow  in 
the  little  towns  of  the  Far  East. 
God  grant  that  we  all  shall  tune 
in  our  hearts  to  His  call  that  we 
shall  accept  and  carry  out  whatever 
responsibility  He  chooses  to  lay  up¬ 
on  us. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  October  18,  1959:  WHAT  DO  YOU  HAVE  TO  SHARE? 


READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  JOHN  5:1-16;  ACTS ,  CHAPTER  3.  LESSON 
TEXT,  ACTS  3:1-7,  11-16. 


MEMORY  SELECTION:  Peter  said,  I 
what  I  have.  Acts  3:6.  (RSV) 

In  these  early  lessons  in  Acts  we  are  study¬ 
ing  the  beginnings  of  the  Christian  church.  The 
first  lesson  of  the  quarter  was  a  study  of  the 
last  meeting  and  conversation  Jesus  had  with 
His  disciples  before  His  ascension.  At  this  time 
He  told  them  that  they  were  to  be  witnesses  for 
Him  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  beginning  at  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Last  week  our  lesson  was  a  study  of  the  Day 
of  Pentecost  at  which  time  the  Holy  Spirit  came 
upon  the  disciples  and  others  gathered  in  the 
upper  room  at  Jerusalem.  Crowds  of  onlookers 
gathered.  Peter  stood  up  in  their  midst  and 
preached  a  great  sermon  which  resulted  in  the 
addition  of  three  thousand  people  to  the  church 
that  day. 

Up  to  today’s  lesson  the  group’s  dealings 
were  largely  with  members  of  its  own  party. 
However,  the  group  did  so  conduct  itself  that  it 
was  looked  on  with  favor  by  others  about  it. 

In  today’s  lesson  we  come  to  a  time  when 
the  disciples  began  to  put  into  practice  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Jesus  about  witnessing  for  Him  and  win¬ 
ning  followers  to  Him.  In  their  regular  routine 
of  Temple  worship,  Peter  and  John  went  up  to 
the  Temple  to  attend  a  three  o’clock  “prayer 
meeting.”  As  they  passed  the  Gate  Beautiful, 
in  the  Temple,  they  saw  a  lame  beggar  who 
asked  them  for  alms.  The  beggar  was  a  man 
forty  years  old  who  had  been  lame  from  the 
time  of  his  birth. 


An  Experiment  In  Socialism 


Just  how  long  a  period  of  time  had  passed 
between  Pentecost  and  today’s  lesson  we  do  not 
know.  It  may  have  been  weeks,  it  may  have 
been  months.  Whatever  the  length  of  time,  it 
was  long  enough  for  the  followers  of  Jesus  to 
engage  in  an  experiment  in  socialism.  Acts 
2:44-45  reads,  “And  all  that  believed  were  to¬ 
gether,  and  had  all  things  comtnon,  and  sold 
their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to 
all  men,  as  every  man  had  need.” 

There  may  have  been  more  reasons  than  one 
for  this  joining  of  forces  and  material  posses¬ 
sions.  It  may  have  happened  because  of  the 
feeling  of  brotherhood  and  a  sense  of  need  for 
closer  fellowship  in  the  new  movement  of 
which  they  were  a  part.  Enemies  were  all  about 
and  there  may  have  come  a  larger  feeling  of 
safety  in  joining  forces  in  a  common  cause. 

It  is  possible,  also,  that  this  selling  of  their 
Possessions  for  common  distribution  may  have 
been  the  result  of  the  belief  in  this  group  that 
such  possessions  would  not  long  have  value  be¬ 
cause  it  was  expected  that  Christ  would  return 
any  day  and  take  His  place  as  their  leader. 


It  is  possible,  also,  that  there  might  be  a 
connection  between  the  poverty  that  later  exist¬ 
ed  in  the  Jerusalem  church  and  this  spontaneous 
disposal  of  property  for  joint  use  while  “They, 
continuing  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  Temple 
and  breaking  bread  from  house  to  house,  did 
eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and  singleness  of 
heart.”  Since  Christ  would  soon  return  there 
seemed  to  be  little  concern  about  material  pos¬ 
sessions. 


We  will  recall  that  in  later  years  Paul  t«ok 
collections  both  in  the  Galatian  and  Corinthian 
churches  for  tjie  poor  in  Jerusalem  on  the  re¬ 
quest  of  James  and  John.  It  sounds  a  little  un¬ 
usual  for  it  to  be  necessary  to  take  collections 
m  these  outlying  churches  to  be  sent  to  Jeru- 
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have  no  silver  and  gold,  but  I  give  you 


salem  for  the  poor,  unless  something  very  un¬ 
usual  happened  there. 

The  Apostles  Continue  To  Worship 
In  The  Temple 

It  was  the  Jewish  leaders  of  the  Temple  who 
had  caused  Christ  to  be  crucified.  It  may  ap¬ 
pear  a  little  strange  that  the  disciples  continued 
to  go  tc  the  Temple  to  worship  when  the  Tem¬ 
ple  leaders  were  the  hard  core  of  the  enmity 
and  opposition  to  Jesus. 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  Jesus  went  to  the 
Temple  on  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  of 
Passion  Week.  For  a  religious  Jew,  the  Temple 
was  the  center  of  worship.  It  had  not  dawned 
upon  the  disciples,  as  yet,  that  the  movement 
Christ  had  come  to  establish  was  something 
apart  from  the  Jewish  church.  Consequently, 
as  a  result  of  the  intensified,  religious  zeal 
which  they  had  experienced  as  companions  of 
Jesus,  they  would  be  more  frequent  attendants 
at  Temple  services  than  formerly. 

A  Begger  Asks  for  the  Second  Best 

Hence  it  is  reported  in  our  lesson  text  that 
“Peter  and  John  went  up  together  into  the  tem¬ 
ple  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  being  the  ninth  hour” 
(3:00  p.m.). 

Friends  of  a  man,  lame  from  his  birth, 
brought  him  to  the  Temple  and  placed  him  by 
the  Gate  Beautiful  where  he  could  beg  alms 
from  those  who  came  to  worship.  All  they  ex¬ 
pected  and  all  the  man  expected  was  that  he 
might  receive  material  help  from  Temple  wor¬ 
shipers.  There  was  no  thought  of  him  being 
helped  physically  and  possibly  no  thought  of 
spiritual  help. 

The  thing  that  happened  here  was  once  a 
common  characteristic  experience  of  the  church; 
people  turned  to  the  church  for  help  when  in 
need.  The  opportunity  which  such  an  experi¬ 
ence  offered  is  rapidly  disappearing.  The  needy 
today  turn  to  community  chest  agencies,  wel¬ 
fare  organizations,  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Red 
Cross  and  kindred  organizations  for  help  and 
there  they  get  what  they  ask— material  assist¬ 
ance.  Only  the  Salvation  Army,  of  these  agen¬ 
cies,  has  any  special  interest  in  their  spiritual 
life. 

This  beggar,  who  came  to  the  Temple  asked 
only  for  the  second  best.  He  might  have  had 
spiritual  help  at  the  Temple  if  he  had  only 
sought  it.  Today  many  people  go  to  God’s 
house  seeking  only  the  second  best.  They  want 
respectability,  good  fellowship,  happy  surround¬ 
ings  for  themselves  and  their  children.  They 
overlook  or  neglect  the  larger  good  God  stands 
ready  to  give,  if  our  hearts  are  open  to  receive 
it. 

Giving  More  Than  He  Asked 

The  beggar  asked  for  money.  He  would 
have  been  quite  pleased  if  the  disciples  had 
pitched  him  a  small  coin.  That  was  all  he  asked. 
The  apostles  had  been  out  of  the  money-making 
business  since  they  left  their  nets  on  the  shores 
of  Galilee  and  followed  Jesus.  It  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing  that  Peter  said,  “Silver  and  gold  have  I 
none.”  Since  these  disciples  were  a  part  of  the 
new  movement  of  sharing  which  Christ  brought 
to  the  world,  it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  Peter 
say,  “I  give  you  what  I  have.”  (RSV)  What 


Peter  had  to  give  was  of  infinitely  more  value 
than  what  the  begger  asked  for.  There  has 
never  been  an  age  when  the  needy  receive  more 
material  aid  than  today.  It  is  our  feeling  that 
there  has  never  been  an  age  when  they  need 
spiritual  aid  quite  so  badly  as  today. 

Peter  gave  what  he  had.  The  Lord  is  never 
so  much  interested  in  the  amount  of  our  gifts  as 
He  is  in  the  willingness  and  spirit  with  which 
we  give  what  we  have. 

He  Took  Him  By  The  Right  Hand 

Peter  said  to  the  lame  man,  “In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  rise  up  and  walk.”  The 
Record  adds,  “And  he  took  him  by  the  right 
hand,  and  lifted  him  up.”  This  clasping  of  the 
right  hand  in  friendly  concern  has  put  strength 
in  many  a  weakened  limb.  Our  lesson  text  says, 
“Immediately  his  feet  and  ankle  bones  received 
strength.” 

We  are  told  that  a  beggar  asked  Tolstoi  for 
a  coin  and  came  away  from  him  with  his  face 
lighted  with  an  inner  joy.  A  friend  asked  him 
how  much  Tolstoi  gave  him.  The  reply  was, 
“He  did  not  give  me  anything  but  he  called  me 
brother.”  Tolstoi  did  not  happen  to  have  a  coin 
with  him  at  the  time  but  in  explaining  it  to  the 
beggar  he  called  him  brother  and  for  the  beggar 
that  was  worth  much  more  than  a  coin. 

Sharing  is  a  basic  principle  of  the  Christian 
life.  Paul  recognized  this  great  fact  when,  in 
Romans  1:14,  he  says  “I  am  debtor.”  Paul  did 
not  feel  this  way  because  of  the  wonderful 
things  the  people  had  done  for  him.  The  people 
to  whom  he  felt  indebted  had  done  more  to  him 
than  they  had  for  him.  Nevertheless,  Christ 
had  done  something  for  him  that  created  in  him 
a  sense  of  indebtedness  to  all  of  God’s  children. 

Sometimes  we  get  stirred  up  about  sending 
missionaries  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  then 
fail  to  help  those  in  need  whom  we  meet  on  the 
way  to  church.  The  more  we  share  our  lives, 
and  especially  our  spiritual  blessings,  with 
others  the  more  happiness  and  joy  we  have  for 
ourselves.  Proverbs  11:24  (RSV)  reads,  “One 
man  gives  freely,  yet  grows  all  the  richer:  an¬ 
other  withholds  what  he  should  give,  and  only 
suffers  want.”  Spiritual  blessings  multiply  with 
sharing. 

The  Beggar  Healed— The  People  Amazed 

When  the  lame  man  felt  strength  come  into 
his  feet  and  ankle  bones  at  the  touch  of  Peter’s 
hand  “He  leaping  up  stood,  and  walked,  and  en¬ 
tered  with  them  into  the  temple,  walking,  and 
leaping,  and  praising  God.” 

It  is  little  wonder  that  he  was  “leaping  and 
praising  God.”  This  was  the  first  step  he  had 
ever  taken  in  his  forty  years  of  life.  It  was 
likely  the  first  time,  also,  that  he  had  been 
found  “praising  God”  in  the  temple.  One  does 
not  have  such  spiritual  ecstasy  because  someone 
tries  to  feed  his  own  ego  by  pitching  to  you  a 
small  coin. 

It  is  little  wonder,  also,  that  the  Temple  au¬ 
thorities  were  “filled  with  wonder  and  amaze¬ 
ment.”  Nothing  like  that  had  happened  in  the 
Temple  under  their  ministry  for  ages. 

Giving  God  The  Glory 

As  a  result  of  this  miracle  crowds  thronged 
Peter  and  John  as  they  came  out  to  Solomon’s 
porch.  The  crowd  seemed  to  think  that  this 
miracle  was  the  result  of  some  special  magic  or 
power  possessed  by  the  apostles. 

Peter  did  here  what  he  did  when  the  crowd 
assembled  on  the  day  of  Pentecost;  he  made  it 
the  occasion  for  preaching  a  sermon.  He  let 
them  understand  that  the  miracle  was  done  in 
the  name  of  the  Christ  they  had  crucified. 

Our  lesson  text  says,  “When  Peter  saw  it.” 
Peter  likely  saw  in  the  faces  of  the  Temple  lead¬ 
ers,  not  only  amazement  at  what  had  been  done, 
but  something  of  the  same  spirit  of  intolerance 
and  hatred  that  had  prompted  them  to  plan  the 
mock  trial  in  which  Jesus  was  condemned  to 
die.  It  is  a  source  of  great  inspiration  to  see 
Peter,  who  at  one  time  denied,  with  oaths,  that 
he  had  ever  known  Jesus,  now  stand  here  in 
the  face  of  this  same  crowd  and  tell  them  that 
they  had  chosen  a  murderer  in  place  of  Christ 
and  had  “killed  the  Prince  of  life.”  There  in 
the  Temple  he  called  on  these  Jewish  leaders  to 
“Repent  .  .  .  and  be  converted  .  .  .  that  your 
sins  may  be  blotted  out.”  Peter  here  was  a  new 
creature,  transformed,  converted. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  JOE  McCLAIN  announce  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Beth,  on  Thursday, 
August  27.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McClain  is  supply  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Pine  Grove  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Ruston  District. 

DR.  EWING  T.  WAYLAND,  editor  of  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  and  The  Arkansas 
Methodist,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Haughton  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  25.  Rev.  Joe 
H.  Robinson  is  the  pastor. 

THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Haughton  Methodist  Church  have  re¬ 
cently  painted  the  kitchens  in  both  the  church 
and  the  parsonage.  They  are  now  raising  money 
to  get  new  furniture  for  a  bed  room  at  the 
parsonage.  Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  preached  at  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday 
morning,  September  20.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nader  has 
just  returned  from  a  European  and  Asiatic  trip. 
Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  the  pastor. 

MISS  NELLE  STROTHER,  Counselor  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  Wednesday  evening  “Family  Night 
Supper  and  Program”  meeting  of  the  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  September  30.  Dr.  B. 
C.  Taylor  is  the  pastor. 

MISS  SANDRA  SMITH  and  David  Wagner 
reported  on  their  recent  trip  to  the  National 
Methodist  Youth  Convocation  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
Vivian  Methodist  Church  Sunday,  September  27. 
Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown  is  the  pastor. 

CLINT  HAWKINS  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was 
the  speaker  for  the  annual  dinner  meeting 
of  the  Men  of  the  New  Orleans  District.  The 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Munholland  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Tuesday, 
September  29.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  was  the 
host  pastor. 

REV.  BEVERLY  BOND,  pastor  of  North 
Highlands  Methodist  Church,  preached  at 
the  evening  worship  service  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday,  September  27.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Bond  is  Director  of  Adult  Work  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor. 

LOWELL  CUMMINGS  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  morning  worship  service  of  the  Black- 
water  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  18, 
in  observance  of  Layman’s  Day.  Henry  Bliss, 
Lay  Leader  of  the  church,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  program  for  the  day.  Rev.  Angus  Carruth  is 
the  pastor. 

THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  the  Blackwater  Methodist 
Church  held  a  cake  and  pie  sale  on  Saturday, 
September  26  at  the  church.  Mrs.  Leon  Facundus, 
chairman  for  the  event,  and  Mrs.  G.  O.  Willis, 
treasurer,  reported  that  proceeds  reached  a  total 
of  $77.70.  Rev.  Angus  Carruth  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

RST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  the  pastor,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  were 
the  subject  of  a  feature  article  in  the  September 
issue  of  The  Methodist  Story,  under  the  title  “We 
FVt  Christ  Above  Cash.”  The  article  tells  how 
during  a  meeting  of  the  Official  Board  of  the 
church  in  early  fall  of  1955,  the  members  of  the 
church  decided  to  follow  their  pastor’s  sugges¬ 
tion  to  put  the  annual  budget  drive  on  a  spiritual 
basis.  The  article  was  written  by  Miss  Dottye 
Varnado,  a  member  who  edits  the  weekly  church 
paper,  the  “First  Methodist  Church-O-Gram.” 


REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  preached  on  Mon¬ 
day,  September  21,  at  the  noon-day  service  of 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Church¬ 
es,  as  a  substitute  for  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  Dr. 
Allen  arrived  later  on  in  the  day,  and  preached 
the  remainder  of  the  week,  at  the  noon-day  serv¬ 
ices,  and  at  night  at  the  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  in  revival  services.  Bill 
Mann  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  led  the 
singing.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Church. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  will  be  held  earlier  than  usual  this 
year.  It  will  be  held  on  October  23,  from  2:30 
to  9:00  p.m.  in  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  announced  this  week  that  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin  will  be  the  District  Conference  Preach¬ 
er,  at  the  evening  hour.  All  persons  planning  to 
participate  in  the  Conference  have  been  notified 
of  the  early  date.  The  Elysian  Fields  Church, 
Rev.  James  Christie,  pastor,  is  doing  everything 
possible  to  help  prepare  for  a  great  Conference. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  spoke  at  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  Sunday  night,  Septem¬ 
ber  27.  His  topic  was  “Religion  in  Russia.”  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Nader  has  recently  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Russia,  (where  he  spent  26  days)  Ger¬ 
many,  Switzerland,  France,  Italy,  Lebanon, 
Egypt  and  India.  Members  of  First  Church  of 
DeRidder  were  guests  at  the  Wesley  Church,  and 
the  packed  sanctuary  testified  to  their  interest 
in  the  message  brought  by  Mr.  Nader.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Skinner  is  pastor  of  the  Wesley  Church.  Mrs. 
Louise  Smith  is  the  reporter. 

Leading  protestant  churchmen  from 

the  Washington-Baltimore  vicinity  and  from 
cities  throughout  the  nation  attended  a  dinner 
Thursday,  October  1,  at  the  Sheraton-Belvedere 
Hotel,  Baltimore,  to  honor  Methodist  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  who  will  be 
presented  the  1959  Upper  Room  Citation  Award 
for  outstanding  contribution  to  World  Christian 
Fellowship.  The  Upper  Room,  sponsor  of  the 
dinner,  is  an  interdenominational  devotional 
magazine  read  in  Christian  homes  around  the 
world.  It  has  a  3  V4  million  circulation  in  37  edi¬ 
tions  and  31  languages. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  pastorates  since  Annual 
Conference:  Rev.  Robert  D.  Meyers  to  the  Mar- 
thaville-Robeline  Charge  in  the  Alexandria 
District.  Rev.  Huey  P.  McFarland,  who  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Marthaville-Robeline  Charge  at 
Conference,  will  serve  a  charge  at  Smithville, 
Missouri,  while  attending  Seminary;  Rev.  Don 
Thrash  will  serve  the  Holly  Ridge-Crew  Lake 
Charge  in  the  Monroe  District;  Rev.  P.  W.  Sibley 
will  serve  the  St.  Helena  Circuit  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District;  Rev.  A.  D.  George,  retired,  will 
serve  the  Bluff  Creek  Charge,  also  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 

MILBURN  P.  AKERS,  editor  of  the  Chicago 
Sun-Times,  and  Walter  M.  Megronigle,  vice 
president  of  Ketchum,  Inc.,  a  New  York  and 
Pittsburgh  public  relations  firm,  have  been 
elected  to  membership  on  The  Methodist  Church’s 
Commission  on  Public  Relations  and  Methodist 
Information.  Their  election  was  announced  by 
Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
commission  president,  following  the  annual 
meeting  Sept.  22.  The  new  members  replace  the 
late  Grove  Patterson,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Toledo  (Ohio)  Blade,  and  the  late  Dr.  Umphrey 
Lee,  chancellor  of  Southern  Methodist  Univers¬ 
ity,  Dallas,  Texas. 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  will  preach  in  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday 
October  25,  at  the  11:00  a.m.  service  and  at  4:00 
p.m.  will  lay  the  cornerstone  for  the  new  First 
Church  building,  at  Canal  and  Jefferson  Davis 
Parkway.  He  will  be  assisted  by  Rev.  Henry  A 
Rickey,  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict.  Construction  of  this  church  is  well  under 
way  and  should  be  completed  by  September  1 
1960.  The  contract  was  fixed  at  $1,250,000  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  furnishings,  the  organ,  and  the  lot.  The 
lot  alone  cost  $375,000.  Dr.  N.  H.  Melbert,  pastor, 
and  Rev.  Art  Baker,  associate  pastor,  of  First 
Church  are  confident  that  the  timing  for  the 
laying  of  the  cornerstone  will  be  correct.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Rickey  reports  that  the  building  is 
coming  up  out  of  the  ground,  at  last,  and  all 
Louisiana  Methodists  are  proud  of  this  project. 

REV.  TOM  D.  CROSBY,  pastor  of  the  Luling 
Methodist  Church,  announces  that  their 
church  is  sponsoring  foi  the  first  time  a  Kinder¬ 
garten  for  children  4%  through  5  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  James  Laney  teaches  the  classes  which  be¬ 
gan  September  15,  with  full  enrollment  of  15. 
The  Kindergarten  is  conducted  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  12:00  noon  three  days  a  week,  and  activities 
consist  of  music,  handwork,  play,  reading  of 
Bible  stories,  character-building  stories,  picture 
stories,  and  group  participation  in  story  telling. 
Response  to  the  new  Kindergarten  has  been  very 
good,  and  it  is  the  hope  of  the  Luling  Methodist 
Church  that  continued  interest  will  make  it 
possible  to  serve!  a  greater  number  of  children 
in  the  community  next  year.  Mrs.  Donald  E. 
Cayard  is  Public  Relations  Chairman  for  the 
church. 

DR.  ASHTON  A.  ALMAND,  Macon,  Ga.,  and 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  was  elected  treasurer  of 
the  Division  of  World  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  at  the  board’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  September  24  in  New  York  City. 
In  his  new  position,  Dr.  Almand  will  administer 
the  financial  operations  of  the  World  Division, 
which  has  an  annual  budget  of  almost  $10,000,000 
and  assets  of  $28,000,000  and  supports  1,100  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  44  countries  overseas.  He  succeeds 
as  treasurer  Dr.  H.  Burnham  Kirkland,  who  re¬ 
signed  in  May  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Middletown,  Conn.  Dr.  Al¬ 
mand  has  been  associate  treasurer  of  the  World 
Division  since  1956.  He  previously  had  been  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Pompano 
Beach,  Fla.,  and  the  College  Heights  Methodist 
Church,  Lakeland,  Fla. 

REV.  DONALD  WILLIAMS  of  North  Andover, 
Mass.,  is  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  in  a 
hymn  contest  sponsored  by  Together,  monthly 
family  magazine  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Re¬ 
sults  of  the  contest  are  announced  in  the  No¬ 
vember  issue  of  Together.  Contestants  were 
asked  to  submit  a  three-stanza  poem  suitable 
for  use  as  a  hymn  in  commemoration  of  the  175th 
anniversary  of  American  Methodism.  The  lyrics 
were  to  provide  new  words  for  the  well-known 
hymn  tune,  “Mendelssohn,”  regularly  associated 
with  Charles  Wesley’s  “Hark!  the  Herald  Angels 
Sing.”  Judges  picked  Mr.  Williams’  hymn  from 
more  than  a  thousand  entries  submitted  by  944 
persons.  Other  winners  were  announced  as  fol¬ 
lows:  second  place,  Rev.  William  W.  Reid,  Jr., 
Wyoming,  Pa.;  third,  Miss  Ruth  D.  Peterson, 
New  London,  Iowa;  and  fourth,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Cald¬ 
well,  Waitsburgh,  Wash. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH,  De¬ 
Ridder,  is  rapidly  completing  its  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Plans  are  to  be  in  the  new  building  by 
November  1..  The  sanctuary  has  2,200  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  is  completely  air-conditioned 
and  will  be  furnished  with  the  finest  pews  and 
chancel  furniture  throughout.  It  is  of  masonry 
construction,  being  finished  with  brick  that 
matches  the  present  educational  building.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner, 
one  of  the  features  of  the  new  sanctuary  will  be 
the  lighting  system.  There  is  complete  control 
of  all  the  lights;  they  may  be  operated  inde¬ 
pendently  or  in  groups,  and  mounted  in  the 
pulpit  will  be  a  rheostat  that  will  control  the 
lights  in  the  auditorium.  Mid  Cole  is  chairman 
of  the  Building  Committee,  Herbert  H.  Haynes 
of  DeRidder  is  the  contractor.  Mrs.  Louise  Smith 
is  reporter  for  the  Wesley  Church. 
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DR.  JOHN  B.  ENTRIKIN 


Chemistry  Head 
Appointed  as 
Consultant 

Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the 
department  of  chemistry  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  has  been  appointed 
a  professional  consultant  to  the 
Committee  on  Science  and  Astro¬ 
nautics,  readed  by  U.  S.  Congress¬ 
man  Overton  Brooks  of  the  Fourth 
Congressional  District  of  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Entrikin  will  report  shortly 
to  Charles  F.  Duncander,  executive 
director  and  chief  counsel  to  the 
committee,  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  learn  more  about  the  duties  he 
will  perform  in  his  new  capacity. 

Dr.  Entrikin,  who  joined  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  faculty  in  1929, 
holds  the  BA  and  the  MA  degree 
from  Southwestern  University  and 
the  PhD  degree  from  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Iowa.  He  has  done  post-, 
graduate  work  at  the  University  of 
Illinois. 

A  member  of  the  oficial  board 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  for  15  years,  Dr.  Entri¬ 
kin  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  adult 
division  of  the  Sunday  School  for 
an  equal  length  of  time  and  is  on 
the  Commission  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  for  the  church. 

He  was  one  of  25  selected  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  National  Science 
Foundation  Conference  at  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Paper  Chemistry  in  Ap¬ 
pleton,  Wis.,  during  the  past  sum¬ 
mer.  In  1956,  he  was  awarded  the 
Honor  Scroll  of  the  Louisiana  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Chemists  on  the  basis  of  his  out¬ 
standing  contributions  in  his  field. 

He  is  listed  in  “Who’s  Who  in 
America,”  “Who’s  Who  in  Chem¬ 
istry,”  “American  Men  of  Science,” 
“Who’s  Who  in  American  Education” 
and  “Who’s  Who  in  Methodism.” 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Chemical  Society,  American 
Institute  of  Chemists,  American 
Assn,  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  Louisiana  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences,  American  Assn,  of  Universi¬ 
ty  Professors,  Alpha  Chi  Sigma, 
Sigma  Xi,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa 
leadership  and  service  society  and 
many  other  professional  and  hon¬ 
orary  groups. 

The  author  of  numerous  pub¬ 
lished  articles  concerning  chemistry 
and  related  subjects,  Dr.  Entrikin 
also  is  co-author  of  the  book, 
“Semimicro  Qualitative  Organic  An¬ 
alysis,”  which  is  now  in  its  second 
edition  and  has  been  adopted  as  a 
textbook  by  some  of  the  nation’s 
leading  colleges  and  universities. 

OCTOBER  8,  1959 


Homecoming  at 
Indian  Mound 
Church,  Oct.  II 

Bethel  Methodist  Church  at  In¬ 
dian  Mound  will  observe  annual 
Homecoming  Sunday,  October  11, 
1959  according  to  the  Board  of 
Stewards. 

The  worship  service  sermon  topic 
at  11:00  a.m.  “Where  Am  I”  will  be 
an  inspiration  to  those  who  have 
not  heard  the  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Bethel,  speak.  This  service 
will  be  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  The  day  will  be  concluded 
with  a  short  3:00  p.m.  worship  serv¬ 
ice. 

This  will  be  the  first  homecom¬ 
ing  since  the  completion  of  the 
sanctuary.  All  members,  former 
members  and  friends  of  the  church 
are  invited. 

There  will  be  no  night  service. 


Centenary  School 
Of  Music  Has 
Record  Enrollment 

The  school  of  music  at  Centenary 
College  boasts  its  largest  enroll¬ 
ment  in  history  this  year  and,  as  a 
result,  has  expanded  into  several 
other  buildings  on  the  campus. 

Joseph  M.  Running,  director  of 
the  school  of  music,  said  more  than 
sixty  majors  registered  this  year, 
and  late  registrants  still  are  ap¬ 
pearing.  A  waiting  list  for  some 
courses  has  been  compiled,  and 
music  school  faculty  members  are 
not  permitting  private  students  to 
sign  up  for  lessons  until  all  regu¬ 
larly  enrolled  students  have  been 
accommodated. 

Monas  Harlan,  new  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  voice  on  the  campus,  has 
been  given  a  studio  in  the  Religious 
Center.  The  studio  used  by  Mrs. 
Helen  Rufin  Marshall,  his  predeces¬ 
sor  in  the  music  school,  has  been 
converted  to  classroom  use  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  overflow  of  students. 
Two  rooms  in  East  Colonial  Hall, 
formerly  used  as  an  extra  dormi¬ 
tory,  are  being  converted  into  prac¬ 
tice  rooms  for  music  students. 

The  Shreveport  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra,  which  formerly  rehearsed 
in  the  Music  School,  now  is  re¬ 
hearsing  in  the  daytime  in  the  Mar¬ 
jorie  Lyons  Playhouse  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  in  order  to  release  more  space 
for  classroom  use  in  the  music 
building. 

Steinway  Piano 
Given  Centenary 
Music  School 

Miss  Eunice  Meadows  of  Ruston, 
a  member  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  and  a  long-time  supporter 
of  Methodism  and  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  has  given  a  Steinway  grand 
piano  to  the  Centenary  College 
school  of  music. 

Miss  Meadows  and  her  sister, 
Miss  Atlanta  Meadows,  established 
the  Mary  Frances  (May)  Meadows 
ministerial  scholarship  in  memory 
of  their  late  sister  several  years  ago 
with  an  initial  gift  of  $5,000.  They 
also  have  contributed  numerous 
valuable  additions  to  the  collections 
of  the  Centenary  College  library 
and  the  Spanish  department. 


REV/ JIMMIE  PYLES 


W.  Monroe  Church 
To  Begin  Series 
Of  Meetings 

The  Brownville  Mlethodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  will  begin  a 
series  of  meetings  in  its  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  October  11.  The  meetings 
will  continue  through  October  18, 
when  homecoming  and  open  house 
with  a  dinner  at  the  church  will  be 
held. 

Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor,  Eros 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  evan¬ 
gelist  with  James  Hightower,  music 
director,  and  Miss  Annette  Frazier, 
pianist,  each  evening  at  7:30. 

The  new  sanctuary  has  just  been 
completed.  It  will  seat  250  per¬ 
sons,  is  air  conditioned  and  has 
central  heating,  it  also  has  three 
class  rooms.  Building  Committee 
is  O.  E.  Leehy,  chairman;  Mrs.  Pat 
Leehy,  secretary- treasurer;  Mrs.  E. 
J.  Moffett;  Mrs.  Irene  Richardson; 
Talmadge  Robinson;  Walter  Works; 
C.  E.  Ponder;  and  James  Hightow¬ 
er.  Rev.  Paul  Durbin  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

Blackwater  Church 
To  Celebrate  Its 
103rd  Anniversary 

The  Blackwater  Methodist 
Church  will  celebrate  its  one  hun¬ 
dred  third  anniversary  on  Oct.  11 
with  an  all  day  Homecoming.  This 
is  an  annual  event  to  mark  the 
birth  of  the  Church.  Cottage  pray¬ 
er  meetings  the  being  held  each 
Wednesday  at  10  a.m.  A  visitation 
program  was  conducted  from  Sept. 
28  through  Sept.  30  by  the  Mem¬ 
bership  and  Evangelism  Commit¬ 
tee  under  the  direction  of  Bruce 
Faulk,  chairman.  Beginning  Mon¬ 
day,  Oct.  5,  at  7  p.m.  Rev.  Angus 
Carruth,  pastor,  will  conduct  a 
preaching  mission  entitled,  “Four 
Nights  for  God.”  This  mission  will 
close  Thursday  evening  Oct.  8.  All. 
of  these  programs  are  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  conjunction  with  Home¬ 
coming. 

Activities  for  Homecoming  day 
begin  at  10  a.m.  with  Sunday 
School.  Rev.  M!r.  Carruth  will  con¬ 
duct  Morning  Worship  at  11  a.m. 
Memorial  flower  arrangements  will 
be  used  in  the  sanctuary.  Immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  Morning  Serv¬ 
ice  a  basket  lunch  will  be  served  in 
the  Fellowship  hall.  The  day  of 
celebration  will  close  with  the  Hour 
of  Evangelism  at  7  p.m. 


Pearl  Harrison 
Class  Adopts 
Resolution 

The  following  is  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Pearl  Harrison  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class  of  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Winnsboro  on  Septem¬ 
ber  6: 

WHEREAS,  the  members  of  the  Pearl 
Harrison  Sunday  School  Class  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro,  Louisiana, 
are  cognizant  of  the  unwholesome  diet  of 
television  programs  and  motion  pictures 
that  are  being  produced  for  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  the  American  audiences,  particu¬ 
larly  the  youth  of  our  nation;  and, 

WHEREAS,  such  programs  and  movies 
are  portraying  violence,  cruelty,  crime 
and  sex  in  the  lascivious  and  licentious 
forms,  all  of  which  are  undermining  the 
morals  and  good  conduct  of  the  youth  of 
our  nation;  and, 

WHEREAS,  we  feel  that  it  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  Christian  leaders  of  our 
nation  to  call  attention  to  these  ever-in¬ 
creasing  programs  in  both  the  fields  of 
television  and  motion  pictures;  and, 

WHEREAS,  we  believe  that  the  motion 
picture  industry  and  the  television  indus¬ 
try  should  be  apprised  of  our  feelings  in 
the  matter  and  it  be  called  to  their  at¬ 
tention  that  we,  as  Christians  and  parents, 
desire  that  our  children  be  given  more 
wholesome  programs,  tending  to  make 
them  better  citizens;  and, 

WHEREAS,  we  of  the  Pearl  Harrison 
Sunday  School  Class  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  desirous  of  cooperating 
with  any  group  or  groups  who  have  as 
their  purpose  any  Christian  endeavor,  we, 
therefore,  join  any  and  all  groups  in  bring¬ 
ing  to  the  attention  of  the  authorities  of 
both  the  television  and  motion  picture  in¬ 
dustry  the  fact  that,  while  we  appreciate 
all  good  and  wholesome  programs  that 
the  movie  industry  and  television  networks 
are  producing,  we,  at  the  same  time,  de¬ 
plore  the  large  and  ever-increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  programs  and  movies  being  pro¬ 
duced  portraying  violence,  cruelty,  crime 
and  sex  in  the  lascivious  and  licentious 
forms. 

BE  IT,  THEREFORE,  RESOLVED  that 
the  Pearl  Harrison  Sunday  School  Class 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Winnsboro, 
Louisiana,  by  unanimous  vote  on  this  the 
6  day  of  September,  1959,  request  that  our 
feelings  be  made  known  to  the  television 
and  motion  picture  industry  by  sending  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  any  and 
all  persons  who  are  in  any  way  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  production  of  television  and 
motion  pictures. 

THIS  DONE,  READ,  AND  UNANIMOUS¬ 
LY  PASSED  on  this  the  6  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1959. 

Mrs.  Mollie  Wiggers 
President 

ATTEST: 

The  above  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of 
the  resolution  passed  on  the  6th  day  of 
September,  1959. 

Mrs.  Mary  V.  Scriber 
Secretary 


75th  Anniversary 
Of  Sulphur  Church 
To  Be  Celebrated 


The  Henning  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Sulphur  will  celebrate  its 
seventy-fifth  year  beginning  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  A  year-long  program  is  being 
prepared,  which  began  with  Rally 
Day  on  September  27,  and  including 
a  revival  and  specially  planned  ob¬ 
servances  from  time  to  time. 

The  church  had  its  beginning  in 
1884,  when  a  plot  of  land  was  pur¬ 
chased  near  the  railroad  for  the  sum 
of  $50.00.  Today  the  church  plant 
occupies  a  full  block  in  the  heart  of 
the  town,  consisting  of  a  large  sanct¬ 
uary,  an  educational  building  and 
annex,  a  nursery  and  parsonage.  The 
total  worth  of  the  property  at  this 
time  is  estimated  at  $293,000.00. 

From  a  membership  of  less  than 
50  in  1884,  the  list  has  grown  to 
1,044.  The  church  school  roll  num¬ 
bers  525,  including  a  staff  of  41 
teachers  and  workers. 

Reverend  E.  R.  Haug  is  the  pres¬ 
ent  pastor  of  the  church. 
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GLENNA  SHOEN  and  DICK  WRISLEY 

Delta-  Sub-District  Elects  New  Officers 


In  the  month  of  May  the  members 
of  the  Delta  Sub-District  chose  their 
leaders  for  the  coming  year.  They 
were:  President,  Glenna  Shoen;  Vice 
President,  Dick  Wrisley;  Secretary, 
Nodie  Nice;  Treasurer,  Henry  Har¬ 
ris;  Publicity,  Muriel  Vonderhaar; 
Faith  &  Witness,  Carole  Willet;  Cit¬ 
izenship  &  Outreach,  Linda  Rosen- 
treter;  Fellowship,  Dianne  Wahl. 
The  election  was  held  at  Carrollton 
Avenue  Methodist  Church. 

The  installation  of  officers  was 
held  at  Felicity  Methodist  Church 
June  9.  Mrs.  Boystrum,  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  showed  film  about 
the  college  and  spoke  about  the 
many  advantages  it  offered.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  for  officers  of  the  district 
M.Y.F.  program  were  elected.  Wal¬ 
ter  Sikes  was  chosen  for  president 
and  Linda  Rosentreter  for  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

The  meeting  for  July  was  held  at 
Audubon  Park.  Everyone  brought 
their  supper  and  ate  together.  Glen¬ 
na  Shoen  gave  the  devotional.  A 
short  business  meeting  was  held,  the 
offering  was  collected.  A  very  large 
attendance  was  recorded,  180.  First 
Church  won  the  attendance  banner. 
Everyone  then  went  to  the  park  pool 
where  a  good  time  was  had  by  all. 

The  theme  of  the  August  meeting 
that  was  held  at  Napoleon  Ave. 
Methodist  Church  was  “Why  Take 
Religion  in  College,”  with  three 
speakers.  Buddy  Barker,  a  student 
now,  wanted  to  know  if  his  choice 
to  minor  in  religion  was  wise. 
Martin  Jones,  the  second  speaker, 
spoke  of  his  first  year  in  college 
where  his  minor  was  religion.  At¬ 
torney  David  Gross  spoke  of  the 
value  of  religious  study  after  one 
started  out  into  the  business  world. 
A  short  devotional  given  by  Dianne 
Wahl  followed  the  program.  A  total 
of  140  were  present  at  this  meeting. 
President  Glenna  Shoen  had  to  hand 
in  her  resignation  due  to  the  moving 
of  her  family  to  Trinidad.  Glenna 
had  recently  served  a  successful 
term  as  president  and  was  starting 
her  second  term  when  she  had  to 
move.  Dick  Wrisley  will  now  be 
president. 

The  September  meeting  was  held 


at  Gretna  Methodist  Church.  A 
group  of  young  people  talked  about 
the  many  camps  and  such,  bringing 
many  of  the  righ-lights  of  the  camps 
and  their  programs  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  older  young  people.  Rich¬ 
ard  Lea  of  St.  James  was  chosen 
Vice-president. 

North  Baton  Rouge 
Church  Has  Youth 
Installation  Service 

The  officers  and  adult  workers  of 
the  Senior-Older  Youth  Department 
of  the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist 
Church  were  installed  by  their  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  in  a  candle¬ 
light  Service  of  Worship  in  the 
sanctuary  at  7:30  p.m.  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  27. 

The  general  officers  are:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Jo  Ann  Marrs;  Vice-president, 
Terry  Brown;  Secretary,  Irene  Ef- 
ferson;  Treasurer,  Dorothy  Roper. 

Program  Area  chairmen  are:  Wit¬ 
ness,  Henry  Denham,  Jr.;  Faith, 
Margaret  Ann  Rodriguez;  Outreach, 
Gayle  Howard;  Citizenship,  Jackie 
Carruth;  Fellowship,  Betty  Jo 
Blades. 

Adult  Workers  are:  Superintend¬ 
ent,  O.  W.  Marrs;  Program  Area  ad¬ 
visors,  Mrs.  Chester  Harris,  Mrs.  R. 
T.  Vessier,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Mc- 
Murray;  Teachers,  Mrs.  Mary  June 
Smith,  Warren  Humphreys,  Mrs. 
Roy  E.  Mouser. 

As  an  act  of  dedication  at  the 
close  of  the  installation,  the  partici¬ 
pants  knelt  at  the  altar  while  the 
church’s  music  director,  Kayo 
Blackmon,  sang  the  hymn,  “Breathe 
on  Me,  Breath  of  God.” 

Members  of  thfe  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment,  their  officers,  and  adult  work¬ 
ers,  were  seated  in  a  reserved  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  sanctuary  and  heard  the 
pastor  preach  a  sermon  for  youth 
entitled  “A  Rendezvous  with  Life.” 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


What’ll  You  Have — Charm 
Or  Drink? 

That’s  what  the  lady  asks,  and  who 
she  is  makes  it  worthwhile  for  teen¬ 
age  girls  to  have  a  listen.  She  is  Enid 
A.  Haupt,  editor  and  publisher  of 
Seventeen  Magazine.  A  recent  news¬ 
paper  article  by  her  suggests  that 
girls  could  well  substitute  true 
charm  for  social  drinking  and  be 
better  off.  She  points  out  that  some 
teen-age  girls  think  they  must  take 
a  drink  to  drown  temporarily  feel¬ 
ings  of  self-consciousness  and  com¬ 
plex  confusion.  Yet,  almost  any 
teen-age  girl  who  likes  to  drink  at 
all,  confesses  that  she  dislikes  the 
stuff,  is  curious  and  concerned  about 
it,  complies  with  social-urging — for 
one  reason  or  another.  One  girl  re¬ 
ported,  “I  thought  it  would  make 
me  livelier  and  make  people  like  me 
better,  but  I  see  it  doesn’t  really 
solve  any  of  my  problems.”  She’s  17. 

The  writer  says  there  are  three 
types  of  young  women  who  may 
seek  exhiliration  that  they  mistak¬ 
enly  think  liquor  will  provide:  con- 
formers,  who  drink  to  be  like  others; 
adventurers,  who  think  its  daring; 
and,  escapists,  who  seek  freedom 
from  feelings  of  shyness,  boredom, 
or  social  obligation.  These,  she  main¬ 
tains,  are  false  premises.  For  the 
conformer  who  thinks  a  drink  will 
make  her  a  part  of  the  crowd,  it 
will — but  what  sort  of  a  clique?  “A 
smart-alecky,  noisy,  undecorous 
group?”  For  the  adventurous  miss 
who  thinks  drinking  is  living  dan¬ 
gerously,  it  is.  “But  she  finds  that 
her  experiences  bring  her  more  self- 
reproach  than  self-respect.”  And 
the  lass  who  is  escapist  and  thinks 
she  will  lose  her  inhibitions — she 
will.  “But  she  is  likely  to  do  and 
say  things  that  will  alienate  friends 
rather  than  win  them.” 

Miss  Haupt  blames  much  of  teen 
drinking  on  parents.  “For  if  parents 
haven’t  high  standards  themselves, 
it’s  doubtful  they  will  inspire  rea¬ 
sonable  behavior  in  their  children,” 
she  writes.  So  far,  I  go  along  with 
her.  But  when  she  suggests  that  if 
parents  help  their  teeners  “try 
drinking  under  her  own  roof”  the 
girl  won’t  be  tempted  to  taste  under 
less  favorable  conditions,  I  think  she 
has  reversed  her  field.  And  then  she 
feels  that  “after  a  girl  enters  her 
late  teens  and  is  at  college  a  social 
drink  now  and  then  is  convivial. 
But  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  par¬ 
ticularly  desirable.” 

Miss  Haupt  partially  redeems  her¬ 
self  with  this  total-abstinence- 
Methodist-preacher  by  pointing  out 
to  the  teen  who  drinks  that  she 
needs  to  remember  the  feminine  at¬ 
tributes  that  drinking  often  destroys 
and  defeats:  Beauty  —  you  don’t 
make  a  pretty  picture  when  drink¬ 
ing — eyes  become  heavy,  face  dis¬ 
torted,  make-up  smudged.  Figure — 
alcohol  contains  extra  calories  — 
waist  watchers  beware  I  Dance  abil¬ 
ity — drink  makes  you  less  lithesome, 
more  lethargic,  coordination  is  poor. 
Charm — liquor  tends  to  blur  one’s 
speech,  dull  conversational  ability, 
lessen  companionability,  and  make 
a  woman  forget  her  manners  and 
her  self-control. 

She  concludes:  “Youth  is  endowed 
by  nature  with  a  built-in  fountain 
of  bubbly  spirits  no  bar  or  bottle 
can  provide." 


James  Pomeroy 
Sub-District 
Holds  Meeting 

The  James  Pomeroy  Sub-District 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  met  at 
the  Bartholomew  Methodist  Church 
on  Monday  evening,  September  21st, 
with  fifty-six  young  people,  coun¬ 
selors  and  pastors  present.  The  roll 
call  was  made  as  follows:  Bonita- 
Jones  18;  Bartholomew  7;  Collinston 
6;  Bastrop  Memorial  9;  Crew  Lake 
5;  Holly  Ridge  8;  Rayville,  absent; 
Oak  Ridge  5;  Mer  Rouge,  absent; 
Trails  End,  absent.  Bonita  has  just 
organized  its  M.  Y.  F.  and  all  of  its 
eighteen  members  were  present. 
Oak  Ridge  also  had  one  hundred  per 
cent  attendance  but  graciously  ac¬ 
ceded  the  banner  to  Bonita  since  it 
is  a  new  group. 

The  pastors  present  were  Rev.  S. 
Burl  Dampier  from  Collinston,  Rev. 
Walter  L.  Baker  of  Oak  Ridge;  Rev. 
R.  Byron  Crosby  of  Bonita-Jones; 
and  Rev.  Donald  Ray  Thrash  or 
Holly  Ridge-Crew  Lake. 

It  was  discussed  and  finally  de¬ 
cided  to  hold  sub-district  meetings 
once  a  month  on  a  trial  basis.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Oak 
Ridge  on  the  fourth  Monday  night 
in  October,  the  6th,  at  6:30  p.m. 
The  host  church  will  be  responsible 
for  the  program  and  refreshments. 
This  plan  was  suggested  in  order  to 
avoid  the  problem  that  arises  when 
a  visiting  church  who  has  a  part  on 
the  program  does  not  attend. 

The  Bartholomew  Methodist  Youth 
presented  the  program,  “Seek  and 
Ye  Shall  Find,”  offering  material 
chosen  from  the  study  book,  “Choose 
Life.”  This  is  a  new  subject  mate¬ 
rial  highly  recommended  for  M.Y.F. 
members  because  it  discusses  the 
problems  and  decisions  that  young 
people  of  today  have  to  face. 

Every  one  who  attended  this  meet¬ 
ing  at  Bartholomew  was  impressed 
with  this  church,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  its  young 
people  and  their  leaders.  They  gave 
an  outstanding  program  and  ex¬ 
hibited  a  true  spirit  of  hospitality 
when  greeting  the  guests  and  serv¬ 
ing  refreshments.  Muriel  Ogles,  co¬ 
publicity  chairman,  Holly  Ridge,  La. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Amite 

The  Intermediates  MYF  at  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Amite,  La.,  had 
their  fall  reorganization  meeting 
Sunday  Evening  at  regular  meeting 
time.  As  the  new  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  year  started  Oct.  1st  the  kids 
decided  to  make  a  brave,  new  start. 
Under  the  direction  and  leadership 
of  Frank  and  Nyla  Stevens,  their 
new  counselors,  they  began  the  pro¬ 
gram  with  election  of  new  officers. 
Those  elected  were  as  follows:  Mary 
Ann  Martin,  president;  Bobbie 
Shows,  vice-president;  Libby  Dean 
Falcon,  secretary;  Susan  McMichael, 
treasurer;  Cathy  Richardson,  pro¬ 
gram  chairman;  and  Mike  Messer, 
reporter. 

The  group  also  agreed  on  a  new 
schedule  of  activities  to  start  with 
recreation  at  5:30  p.m.  Snack  supper 
at  6:15  and  program  at  6:45  p.m. 
Then  the  group  will  attend  Evening 
Worship  as  a  group.  Plans  were  also 
made  to  do  some  recruiting  and 
mission  work  to  get  all  the  Inter¬ 
mediates  into  the  group.  Rev.  Glen- 
don  R.  Messer  is  the  pastor  at 
Amite. 
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Fayetteville 

The  annual  District  Educational 
Seminar  met  in  the  Siloam  Springs 
Methodist  Church  on  September  16 
at  ten  o’clock.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  District  Pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain,  of  Sul¬ 
phur  Springs.  The  pastor,  Rev.  G. 
B.  Ames,  gave  the  invocation. 

Following  the  introduction  of  the 
District  Officers,  Mrs.  Fountain 
turned  the  meeting  over  to  Mrs. 
Elmus  Brown,  Conference  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Education,  who  gave 
a  beautiful  devotional.  Her  theme 
was  The  Growing  Concept  of  God. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Holt,  of  Springdale, 
Ark.,  District  Secretary  of  Mission¬ 
ary  Education,  acted  as  program 
director.  She  introduced  the  vari¬ 
ous  members  who  gave  interesting 
skits  on  the  missionary  work  and 
the  various  studies  outlined  for 
year’s  work. 

The  hostess  circle  served  lunch  to 
the  one  hundred  twenty-eight  ladies 
who  registered  for  the  Seminar.  The 
District  Superintendent,  Rev.  John 
W.  Bayliss,  was  present  and  return¬ 
ed  grace  before  the  luncheon.  Mrs. 
Bayliss  accompanied  Mr.  Bayliss. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened 
by  a  devotional  by  the  pastor’s  wife, 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Ames.  Mrs.  Jessie  Gill- 
strap,  President  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference,  brought  greet¬ 
ings.  Mrs.  Sam  McNair  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  District  Vice  President,  and 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Bent,  also  of  Fayetteville, 
District  Spiritual  Life  Secretary, 
brought  the  study  work  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  The  meeting  was  adjourned 
at  2:30  p.m. 


Hope 

One-hundred-nine  persons  attend¬ 
ed  the  Hope  District  Educational 
Seminar  in  DeQueen,  Sept.  8. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Davis,  District  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Education  and 
Service  presented  the  following 
program: 

Opening  Worship — Mrs.  W.  R.  John¬ 
son,  Texarkana 

Preview  of  1959-60  Study  Plans — 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin,  Little  Rock 
The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country — Rev.  James  Major,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock 

The  Role  of  United  Nations  in  World 
Affairs — Mrs.  Rufus  Sorrells,  Hope 
Presentation  of  Program  and  Wor¬ 
ship  Booklet — Mrs.  Hubert  Shull, 
Texarkana 

The  Gospel  of  Luke  —  Mrs.  J.  R. 

Hendricks,  Mena 
Africa — Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley,  Hope 
Playlet — Foreman 
During  the  noon  hour,  a  covered 
dish  luncheon  was  enjoyed  in  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall.  A  skit  “The  Wedding 
of  Methodist  Woman  to  World  Out¬ 
look”  was  presented. 

Mrs.  Clyde  Swift,  Sec.  of  Liter¬ 
ature  and  Publications,  had  charge 
of  literature. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Reinhardt  of  Hope, 
District  President,  introduced  Dr. 
Robert  Moore,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Arnold, 
Host  Pastor  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Baugh,  President  of  Host  Society. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Carruth  of  De  Queen 
had  charge  of  music  for  the  pro¬ 
gram. 


Baton  Rouge 

The  annual  Educational  Seminar 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Baton  Rouge  District,  was 
held  at  the  Hammond  Methodist 
Church  on  September  16,  1959,  with 
thirty-nine  societies  and  207  attend¬ 
ing.  The  call  to  worship  was  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  Missionary  Edu¬ 
cation,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Reich.  The  devo¬ 
tional  was  led  by  Mrs.  Edward  W. 
Thomas  who  used  as  her  theme  “To 
Kindle — a  growing  Light.”  During 
the  offertory,  Mrs.  Thomas  sang 
“There’s  a  Light  Upon  the  Moun¬ 
tain.”  Mrs.  Guy  Adams,  President 
of  the  Hammond  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  welcomed  the 
group  and  made  announcements 
concerning  the  activities  of  the  day. 
Conference  and  district  officers  were 
introduced  by  Mrs.  R.  O.  Coorpen- 
der,  President  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Supply  Work,  present¬ 
ed  the  study  of  Africa.  Quoting  one 
of  the  authors  of  the  text,  “Africa 
is  entering  history.  Certainly  the 
old  Africa  is  either  dead  or  dying 
fast.  This  may  be  bad  or  it  may  be 
good,  but  in  either  case  nostalgia  is 
not  enough.  We  must  seek  to  under¬ 
stand  and  help  the  new  Africa  that 
is  struggling  to  be  born.” 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Ragan,  District  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Promotion,  presented  The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try.  Statistics  on  the  number  and 
membership  of  Methodist  Churches 
in  Louisiana  and  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  were  most  revealing.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  audience  who  had  rural 
backgrounds  were  asked  to  raise 
their  hands,  and  more  than  ninety- 
five  per  cent  had  rural  backgrounds. 
The  function  of  the  church  is  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  people.  Mrs. 
Martha  Overby  told  of  the  work 
that  is  being  done  with  the  Migrants 
in  the  Hammond  area.  A  display 
showing  living  conditions  of  Mi¬ 
grants  was  set  up  by  Mrs.  Overby. 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Mullino,  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  led  a  group  in  giving 
a  Choral  Reading  for  this  study. 

Mrs.  Collins  Lipscomb,  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District, 
presented  the  program  material  for 
1959-60. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Brupbacher,  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Education  at  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  gave  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Church-Wide  Study 
Methodist  Mission  Around  the 
World.  By  cooperating  with  the 
Commission  on  Missions  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Boards,  all  members  of  the 
church  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
know  more  about  Mission  Work  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Brup¬ 
bacher  set  up  two  worship  settings 
— one  for  the  Town  and  Country 
Study  and  one  for  A  Portrait  of 
Christ  Study. 

During  the  intermission  and  be¬ 
fore  lunch,  every  one  was  invited  to 
visit  the  book  room.  The  Hammond 
Society  served  a  delicious  lunch 
with  Rev.  Cotton  returning  thanks. 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Sims,  Hammond,  was 
elected  as  Secretary  of  Literature 
and  Publications  to  replace  Mrs. 
Lokey  Faller  who  resigned. 

Rev.  Hess,  Director  of  the  Wesley 


Little  Rock 

A  Day  Apart  for  Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild,  Aldersgate  Camp,  Satur¬ 
day,  October  31,  1959,  from  9  a.m.  to 
3  p.m. 

Mrs.  Curtis  Williams,  former  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Spiritual  Life  Cultivation 
in  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  will 
be  the  leader. 

All  Guild  members  are  invited, 
and  especially  the  Presidents,  Chair¬ 
men  of  Spiritual  Life,  all  other  local 
officers  and  chairmen,  together  with 
the  District  officers. 

Reservations  to  be  turned  in  by 
Monday,  October  26,  to  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Turner,  District  Chairman  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life,  i00  Pyramid  Life  Build¬ 
ing,  Little  Rock,  or  to  Miss  Annie 
Winburne,  District  Secretary,  422  E. 
Capitol  Ave.,  Little  Rock. 

The  cost,  including  the  use  of 

B.  R.  District  Plans 
Zone  Meetings 

Zone  meeting  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  have  been  announced  by 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Lipscomb,  Vice  President 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  The  theme  for  the  day  will  be 
Christian  Stewardship. 

Zone  1 — October  16th,  9:30  a.m., 
Plaquemine  Methodist  Church, 
Leader — Mrs.  Lester  James. 

Zone  2 — October  12th,  9:30  a.m., 
Varnado  Methodist  Church,  Leader 
— Mrs.  Frank  Reedy. 

Zone  3 — October  19th,  9:30  a.m., 
Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Leader — 
Mrs.  Hugh  Wagner. 

Zone  4  —  October  14th,  Wesley 
Chapel  (Ponchatoula),  Leader — Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Morgan. 

Zone  5 — October  21st,  9:30  a.m., 
Ethel  Methodist  Church,  Leader — 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Jacocks. 


Foundation  of  Southeastern  Louisi¬ 
ana  College,  thanked  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  for 
their  support  of  Ethel  Tycer,  Tick- 
faw,  who  is  planning  to  enter  full 
time  Christian  Service.  Rev.  Alvin 
Mayo,  Pastor  of  Tickfaw  Methodist 
Church,  was  in  attendance. 

The  children  and  youth  workers, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Frank 
Turpin,  District  Secretary  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work,  and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain, 
District  Secretary  of  Youth  Work, 
retired  from  the  Adult  group  and 
conducted  a  day-long  workshop  on 
the  four  studies  for  the  year. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Poole,  a  former  con¬ 
ference  officer,  with  the  assistance 
of  Mrs..  W.  J.  Reid,  gave  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative  dialogue  on 
the  materials  that  were  available 
on  the  United  Nations  Study. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  day 
came  at  the  close  of  the  Seminar 
when  Mrs.  George  O.  Willis,  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life, 
gave  the  study — Luke’s  Portrait  of 
Christ.  Mrs.  Willis  said,  “Let  us 
have  a  visit  with  Jesus.”  Let  us  re¬ 
member  that  Jesus  speaks  to  the 
various  nationalities  as  one  of  them. 
The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer 
by  Mrs.  Willis. 

Rev.  Edward  W.  Thomas  is  pastor 
of  the  Hammond  Methodist  Church. 


Aldersgate  Camp,  a  Sacrificial  Meal, 
and  incidental  expenses,  will  be 
$1.00. 


Batesville 

A  prayer  retreat  for  the  women 
of  the  Batesville  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  is  plan¬ 
ned  at  Kamp  Kaetzell  for  October 
8th  and  9th.  The  program  opens  with 
registration  at  1:30  on  Thursday 
afternoon  and  closes  with  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  at  12:45  on  Friday. 

A  Galilean  Service  on  the  banks 
of  Red  River  will  be  led  by  Mrs. 
Alvin  C.  Murray,  Jr.,  of  Searcy  and 
Mrs.  Maurice  Lanier  of  Bald  Knob. 
Other  meditation  leaders  during  the 
retreat  are  Mrs.  C.  M.  Reaves  of 
Heber  Springs,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Murphy, 
Jr.,  of  Batesville,  and  Miss  Mildred 
Osment  of  Jonesboro. 


New  Society 
In  El  Dorado 

The  women  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Church,  El  Dorado,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  vice-president  of  the 
Camden  District  of  the  W.S.C.S., 
Mrs.  Cliff  Wright,  held  two  organ¬ 
izational  meetings  the  last  week  in 
August  and  the  first  week  in  Sep¬ 
tember  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  A  Nominating  Committee 
was  elected,  composed  of  Mrs.  Carl 
Rawls,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Ruth  Rogers 
and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Simpson,  with  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Ben  Russell  as  ex- 
officio  member. 

Sunday  morning,  Sept.  20th,  at  the 
close  of  the  morning  services,  Rev. 
Russell  installed  the  following  of¬ 
ficers:  President,  Mrs.  Cliff  Wright; 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  Harry  Wads¬ 
worth;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Carl  Rawls;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Simpson. 

Until  the  building  program  of  this 
church,  one  of  the  newest  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  Methodism,  gets  under  way  next 
Spring  and  the  first  unit  is  com¬ 
pleted,  services  are  being  held  in  the 
Northwest  Elementary  School  in  the 
cafetorium  and  Sunday  School 
classes  are  meeting  in  the  various 
classrooms. 

Monday,  Sept.  21,  the  first  official 
meeting  of  the  Women’s  Executive'1 
Board,  and  regular  business  meet¬ 
ing  were  held.  A  pot-luck  luncheon 
followed,  after  which  the  monthly 
program  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Ben 
Russell,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Helm  and  Mrs. 
James  Spencer,  Jr.  Sixteen  mem¬ 
bers  were  present  for  this  all-day 
meeting  and  a  nursery  was  open  for 
the  member’s  children,  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  Temple,  with  an  at¬ 
tendant  in  charge.  This  nursery  will 
be  maintained  for  all  circle  and  pro¬ 
gram  meetings  for  the  convenience 
of  the  mothers  and  to  encourage 
regular  attendance  at  all  meetings. 

The  first  afternoon  circle  meeting 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ray 
McWilliams,  El  Dorado  Apartments, 
Monday,  Sept.  28th,  at  2:00  p.m.,  and 
beginning  the  study,  LUKE’S  POR¬ 
TRAIT  OF  CHRIST,  with  Mrs.  Carl 
Rawls  as  Study  Leader  for  this  first 
lesson,  who  will  alternate  with  Mrs. 
Ray  McWilliams  on  future  lessons. 
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Principals  in  a  $91,000  transaction  providing  a  new  site  for  Alexandria's 
First  Methodist  Church  sign  the  deed  transferring  approximately  3.5  acres 
in  the  2700  block  of  Jackson  Street.  Attorney  John  Pitts  ( seated ,  left) 
represents  the  property  owners  as  Dr.  A.  Quinn  Hyde,  chairman  of  the 
official  church  board  signs.  Witnessing  are  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  (standing, 
left),  the  pastor,  and  Joe  W.  Pitts,  chairman  of  the  church  finance  com¬ 
mission.  The  lot  adjoins  Bayou  Roberts,  with  209  front  feet  of  the  Constant 
Petrus  home  place  and  12 5  front  feet  of  A.  F.  Lanier  property. 


Avoyelles  Parish 
Men’s  Club  Holds 
Quarterly  Meeting 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  was  the 
guest  speaker  Monday  night  Sep¬ 
tember  28th  for  the  Avoyelles  Par¬ 
ish-wide  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
which  met  at  the  David  Haas  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  in  Bunk- 
ie. 

Bishop  Martin  spoke  to  the  group 
from  his  residence  in  Little  Rock 
by  telephone.  This  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Southern  Bell  Telephone  Company, 
which  was  demonstrating  its  direct- 
dial  telephone  system  and  Bishop 
Martin’s  message  was  amplified 
over  a  loud  speaking  system  to  the 
Methodist  men  and  their  wives  of 
Avoyelles  Parish.  Bishop  Martin’s 
residence  was  dialed  direct  from  a 
telephone  that  had  been  set  up  for 
this  purpose  in  the  fellowship  hall 
of  the  church. 

After  talking  with  Bishop  Martin, 
the  group  later  heard  from  Rev.  A. 
W.  Townsend,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  who  had  just  finished  holding 
"a  Quarterly  Conference  at  the  Jena 
Church.  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend  is  a 
former  pastor  of  the  Bunkie  church. 
A  number  of  others  were  contacted 
during  the  meeting,  which  included: 
Rev.  R.  M.  Bentley,  former  pastor 
of  the  church  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Bod- 
die,  a  former  pastor’s  wife.  The 
group  also  talked  with  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Townsend  in  Alexandria  at  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonage. 

This  program  brought  a  most  en¬ 
joyable  evening  to  the  entire  group, 
which  also  enjoyed  a  delicious  bar¬ 
becued  chicken  supper. 

The  Avoyelles  Parish-wide  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club,  in  addition  to  the 
Bunkie  church,  is  made  up  of 
groups  from  the  following  churches: 
Oak  Grove  in  Effie;  Marksville; 
Simmesport  and  Evergreen.  The 
Parish-wide  club  meets  once  each 
quarter  and  has  added  much  to 
Methodist  fellowship  through¬ 
out  Avoyelles  Parish. 


N.  O.  First  Church 
Methodist  Men 
Hold  Meeting 

Two  interesting  highlights  of  the 
regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  on 
Friday,  Sept.  18,  was  the  nomination 
and  election  of  officers,  and  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  date  of  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  First 
Methodist  Church. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Buddy  Brockman.  Dr.  Nat 
H.  Melbert  gave  the  invocation 
prayer.  Before  the  business  meeting 
a  steak  dinner  was  prepared  and 
served  by  Bob  McCrary  and  his  as¬ 
sistants. 

After  dinner  Dr.  Melbert  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  laying  of  the  Cor¬ 
ner  Stone  of  the  new  First  Church, 
at  Canal  Street  and  Jefferson  Davis 
Avenue,  will  take  place  on  Sunday 
evening,  October  25,  at  4:00  p.m.  at 
which  time  historical  records  and 
credentials  will  be  sealed  in  a  steel 
box  and  placed  in  the  corner  stone 
with  ceremonies  befitting  the  oc¬ 
casion  by  Dr.  Melbert.  The  following 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  accept¬ 
ed  and  pledged  their  efforts  to  the 
best  of  their  ability:  President,  Leo 
F.  Wagner;  Vice  President,  Robert 
McCreary;  and  Secretary,  Harry  F. 
Miller. 

President  Wagner  will  select  and 
announce  the  appointment  of  his 
committees,  etc.,  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing. 

Meeting  was  closed  with  prayer 
by  Dr.  Art.  M.  Baker,  assistant  pas¬ 
tor. 


Eight-Year-Old  Macao  Girl 66 Adopted" 

By  Centenary  College  Education  Class 

Members  of  one  of  the  education  classes  at  Centenary  College  have 
“adopted”  an  eight-year-old  girl  in  Macao. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hughes  of  Benton,  assistant  professor  of  education  at 
Centenary  and  herself  the  adopted  parent  of  two  Lebanese  children,  said 
the  44  members  of  the  class  in  elementary  education  methods  are  con¬ 
tributing  $10  monthly  to  provide  the  necessities  of  life  for  Cheng  Yau  Yee. 

During  the  summer  months,  when  the  class  was  not  in  session,  members 
of  three  other  classes  in  the  education  department  took  over  the  task  of 
raising  the  money  for  the  child’s  support.  Camille  Brocato  of  Shreveport 
serves  as  treasurer,  and  contribu-  - - 


tions  are  dropped  into  a  glass  jar 
kept  in  the  classroom  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 

"The  students  call  it  sacrificial 
money,”  Mrs.  Hughes  explains,  “be¬ 
cause  they  contribute  small  amounts 
which  they  normally  would  spend 
for  candy  bars,  soft  drinks  and  cof¬ 
fee.” 

Members  of  the  class  are  particu¬ 
larly  interested  in  Cheng  Yau  Yee 
because  she  is  the  daughter  of  a 
school  teacher  and  all  of  them  are 
preparing  for  careers  in  teaching. 
The  child’s  father  was  one  of  many 
who  left  the  China  mainland  to  seek 
freedom  from  Communist  domina¬ 
tion  in  the  tiny  Portuguese  colony 
of  Macao.  Finding  himself  unable  to 
obtain  employment,  he  committed 
suicide,  leaving  the  child  with  her 
mother  and  grandmother.  The  two 
women  were  unable  to  support  the 
youngsters,  and  welfare  workers 
finally  took  her  to  the  orphanage 
operated  by  the  Christian  Children’s 
Fund,  Inc. 

Students  read  about  the  need  for 
funds  for  orphaned  and  needy  chil¬ 
dren  in  an  issue  of  the  National  Ed¬ 
ucation  Association  Journal.  They 
wrote  to  offer  their  services  in 
"adopting”  a  child  and  were  told 
that  Cheng  Yau  Yee  had  been  as¬ 
signed  to  them  as  their  “child.” 

“The  letter  informing  us  of  our 
adopted  child  arrived  on  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer  last  spring,”  Mrs. 
Hughes  relates.  “It  seemed  particu¬ 


larly  fitting,  and  it  gave  a  special 
significance  to  the  project." 

Meanwhile,  as  members  of  the 
education  class  make  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  support  the  little  Chinese 
girl,  members  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir  are  showing  similar  gen¬ 
erosity  toward  a  teen-aged  Italian 
war  orphan  whom  they  adopted  two 
years  ago. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Oct.  11  Methodist  Children's  Home- 
Harvest  Day 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 
(4) 

Oct.  12,  13  Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 
Oct.  18  Laymen’s  Day 
Oct.  19-20  Conference  and  District 
Staffs  of  Christian  Education, 
Camp  Brewer 

Oct.  20-21  Stewardship  Workshop,  Still¬ 
water,  Okla. 

Oct.  20-22  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
(Evangelism),  Camp  Brewer 
Oct.  23  New  Orleans  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Oct.  25  World  Order  Sunday  (Commis¬ 
sion  on  World  Peace) 

Oct.  26-28  Christian  Responsibility  on  a 
Changing  Planet  (Local 
Church  CSR) 

Oct.  27-28  Area  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  Workshop,  Alexandria 
Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  1  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers 
Homes 

Nov.  2-5  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Meeting, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 
Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub- 
lication. 


Now  a  freshman  student  at  Centenary  College  is  Walter  David  Glass, 
center,  shown  with  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  left,  president  of  the  college,  and  Dr. 
R.  Leonard  Cooke,  right,  vice  president  of  Centenary  and  chairman  of  the 
scholarship  committee.  Young  Glass,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Glass 
of  Baton  Rouge,  was  awarded  a  full-tuition  scholarship  to  Centenary  for  his 
prize-winning  essay  on  the  topic,  "What  I  Expect  of  a  Christian  College. 
The  contest  was  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Men's  Clubs,  of .  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Young  Glass  was  granted  his  local  preacher's  license  in  1 957 
by  the  Quarterly  Conference. 
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By  What  Authority  This 
Ministry:  The  Church 


THE  general  theme  “By  What  Authority  This  Ministry?”  was  an  attempt 
to  direct  us  to  do  some  serious  thinking  and  theologizing  on  the 
office  of  the  ministry.  We  have  tried  to  examine  and  determine  our 
right,  if  any,  to  perform  the  functions  of  this  said  ministry.  We,  first, 
examined  our  “Call  To  Preach,”  next  the  authority  the  minister  has  from 
the  scriptures  and  the  third  and  final  part  of  our  concern  is  “The  Church.” 
We  are  not  dealimg  with  the  “doctrine  of  the  church”  specifically  but  with 
the  authority  the  church  gives  its  ministry.  So  it  is  actually  our  doctrine 
of  the  ministry  and  a  part  of  that  doctrine  is  integrally  related  and  grounded 
in  the  church. 

Authority  Defined 

The  word  authority  as  used  in  the  title  by  what  authority  this  ministry 
has  a  two-fold  meaning.  “Authority”  is  the  legal  or  rightful  power  to 
command  or  act.  With  this  meaning  of  the  word  we  ask  such  questions  as: 
What  legal  and  rightful  power  do  we  have  to  perform  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  Do  we  have  any  such  power  and  right?  The  second  part  of  a 
definition  of  “Authority”  is  one  claimed  or  appealed  to  in  support  of 
opinion,  actions,  measures,  etc.  Do  we  have  and  is  it  necessary  to  have 
one  whom  we  can  appeal  to,  to  back  up  our  actions,  measures  and  opinion? 
Certainly,  there  are  many  persons,  ministers  included  who  do  not  feel  the 
need  for  such  authority.  On  the  other  hand,  a  most  disconcerting  fact  is 
the  turning  of  men  in  large  numbers  to  authoritarian  communions  and 
also  to  authoritarian  forms  of  government,  such  as  Facism  and  Communism. 

Misunderstandings 

It  appears  that  often  the  minister  has  acted  with  no  authority  than 
that  of  “This  Is  What  I  Think”  or  “He  Thinks”  or  “I  Feel.”  If  this  is  not 
the  case,  we  have  failed  to  so  convince  the  laity.  In  a  recent  encounter 
between  a  minister  and  a  layman,  the  layman  said,  “Preacher,  if  you  deal 
with  the  race  issue  in  the  pulpit,  you  should  give  one  of  us  the  same  amount 
of  time  to  have  our  say.”  Here  is  evidence  of  a  complete  misunderstanding 
of  the  motive  of  the  Christian  ministry.  This  layman  considered  the  words 
of  his  pastor  as  just  a  man  having  his  “Say.”  He  could  not  see  that  behind 
the  man  stood  the  Church  and  the  Lord.  There  was  no  sense  of  awe  in 
the  service  of  worship  as  the  minister  spoke.  He  could  understand  only, 
“Thus  Saith  My  Pastor”  and  not  “Thus  Saith  The  Lord!” 

Often  this  misunderstanding  has  been  our  own  fault.  We  have  too 
often  spoken  with  no  authority  other  than  self,  and  too  often  have  not 
had  an  authentic  “word”  from  the  Lord. 

Another  symptom  of  this  misunderstanding  was  the  recent  action  of 
the  judicial  committee  of  the  Presbytery  of  Southwest  Georgia  who  dis¬ 
solved  the  relationship  between  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  B.  McNeill,  and 
the  1,200  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Columbus,  Georgia. 
The  chairman  of  the  commission  said,  “The  commission  feels  that  the  voice 
of  the  pulpit  should  be  in  the  voice  of  the  congregation.”  God  help  the 
Church  and  us!  Has  the  minister  no  rightful  authority  from  any  source 
to  speak  “Thus  Saith  The  Lord!” 

Individual  Freedom 

Much  of  our  problem  concerning  the  minister’s  authority  is  closely 
related  to  our  belief  in  individual  freedom.  It  is  quite  a  common  place 
thing  to  interpret  the  Methodist  movement  as  a  throwing  off  of  the  shackles 
of  authority  and  to  suggest  that  the  real  thing  thfit  Methodism  gave  its 
descendants  was  the  right  of  “Private  Judgment.” 

We  have  drifted  far  too  long  in  the  “foggy  sea  of  uncharted  liberty.” 
The  battle  for  freedom  was  necessary  and  has  been  won.  The  question 
now  is  that  of  “Authority.” 

Authority  Stems  From  Making  Gospel  Revelant 

P.  T.  Forsyth  deals  with  what  is  authoritative  for  the  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tian.  He  finally  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Church  does  have  a 
qualified  authority  which  is  based  on  the  degree  to  which  it  proclaims, 
holds  true  to,  and  makes  revelant  the  gospel  of  grace.  He  points  out  that 
the  mistake  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  that  they  put  the  Church  over  the 
gospel  which  creates  it  and  sustains  it.  On  the  other  hand  Protestantism 
has  allowed  its  passion  for  works,  bustle  and  motion  to  entirely  cloud  the 
issue.  Protestantism  as  a  whole  and  Methodism  in  particular  has  been  able 
to  avoid  the  whole  problem  of  authority  by  the  simple  expendient  of 


Shaking  hands  with  the  pastor  is  a  big  thrill  for  youngsters  after  at¬ 
tending  services.  (RNS  Photo) 


keeping  busy.  When  asked  for  what  reason  it  had  to  exist,  it  does  not 
point  to  its  “Gospel”  but  to  its  accomplishments. 

The  authority  of  the  Church  is  the  power  of  redeeming  grace,  the 
"Gospel”  of  a  God  who  has  acted  for  men  on  their  behalf.  The  one  true 
authoritative  note  of  the  Church  must  be  the  “Gospel”  which  made  the 
Church. 

Church  And  Authority 

The  Church  is  truly  of  God.  It  is  a  response  to  the  “good  news”  of 
what  God  has  done  in  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  proclaiming  of  what  God  has 
done  and  bringing  men  to  response,  it  actually  becomes  a  part  of  the 
saving  event  by  which  God  has  purposed  to  redeem  His  people.  The  pri¬ 
mary  task  of  the  church  is  to  bear  witness  to  the  “Gospel.”  It  is  by  this 
gospel  that  the  church  must  continually  criticize  and  readjust  itself  when 
it  fails  in  its  duty.  As  the  Church  is  true  to  the*  gospel  the  Church  carries 
authority. 

Push  back  through  the  history  of  the  Church,  back  behind  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  back  behind  the  days  of  the  organized  Church  in  the  obvious 
sense  of  the  word  and  what  do  we  find  it  was  that  made  the  Church? 

It  was  the  belief  in  the  regenerative  power  of  the  healing  cross,  a  power 
that  took  hold  of  ordinary  men  and  remade  them  into  proclaimers  of  a 
new  truth:  “God  was  in  Christ  reconcilling  the  world  unto  himself.” 

The  Church  is  authoritative  only  as  it  has  the  power  and  note  of  this 
gospel. 

Ministers  And  Their  Authority 

What  has  this  to  do  with  us  ministers?  Namely  this:  our  authority 
as  ministers  to  act,  command  and  speak  comes  only  as  we  are  true  to  and 
dealing  with  the  “Gospel.” 

The  Church  says  “Take  Thou  Authority”  only  after  the  minister  has 
satisfactorily  completed  a  prescribed  course  of  study,  and  then  after  the 
affirmative  answer  is  given  to  examining  questions  that  relate  to  this 
gospel.  The  Church  then  puts  its  seal  of  approval  on  the  man  and  his 
office.  He  is  set  apart  for  a  purpose;  he  is  called  to  do  certain  things  of 
a  special  sort.  He  is  called  to  preach  the  word  of  God,  to  bring  his  life 
under  the  discipline  of  the  Bible,  so  he  can  faithfully  convey  what  the 
Bible  says  to  his  people.  He  is  called  to  administer  the  sacraments,  the 
drama  of  the  word  of  God. 

Calvin  points  out  the  value  of  such  setting  apart  as  “It  being  highly 
useful  both  to  recommend  to  the  people  the  dignity  of  the  ministry,  and 
to  admonish  the  person  ordained  that  he  is  no  longer  his  own  master,  but 
devoted  to  the  service  of  God  and  Church.”  Kerr,  Conquest  of  Calvin's 
Institutes,  p.  167  Westminster  Press,  Philadelphia. 

The  authority  of  the  Church  is  the  bestowal  upon  a  minister  of  its 
approval  of  his  faith  and  doctrine  in  the  light  of  the  gospel.  It  is  a  recog¬ 
nition  that  this  person  is  of  such  character  and  doctrine,  that  when  he 
speaks  for  the  gospel  that  he  can  speak  for  the  church.  “Listen  To  Him!” 

Our  authority  then  is  that  received  from  the  Church  in  the  content 
of  the  true  meaning  of  “apostolic  succession.”  This  does  not  mean  believing 
in  a  continuous  claim  of  successors  from  Jesus  right  down  to  the  present 
minister.  Wesley  said,  “The  uninterupted  successions  I  know  to  be  a  fable 
which  no  man  ever  did  or  can  prove.  (Letters-Volume  VII,  284  quoted  in 
Henry  Carter,  The  Methodist  Heritage  Epworth  Press,  1951,  p.  155.)  The 
“Apostolic  succession”  does  mean  that  there  is  a  succession  of  fidelity  to 
the  apostolic  faith.  When  we  faithfully  proclaim  the  gospel  of  what  God 
did  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  keep  alive  the  faith  to  which  the  apostles  witnessed 
and  we  stand  in  true  apostolic  succession. 

The  true  authority  of  the  ministry  is  the  call  to  preach,  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  the  authority  given  by  the  Church,  but  the  authority  from 
all  three  is  the  authority  of  the  “Gospel”  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Bishop  Says 
Africans  Grow  in 
Church  Leadership 

Two  recent  developments  indicate 
that  Africans  continue  to  assume 
greater  leadership  and  responsibility 
in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  their  part  of  the  world,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  leader  just  arrived  from  Africa 
says. 

Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge  of  the 
Lourenco  Marques  episcopal  area 
reports  that  for  the  first  time  all 
the  clerical  and  lay  delegates  to  a 
Methodist  General  Conference  from 
his  area  are  Africans.  Always  in  the 
past,  some  of  the  delegates  have 
been  missionaries. 

The  Lourenco  Marques  area  com¬ 
prises  three  annual  conferences  in 
four  countries — the  Angola  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Angola,  the  Rhodesia  Con¬ 
ference  in  Southern  Rhodesia,  and 
the  Southeast  Africa  Conference  in 
Mozambique  and  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
Each  -conference  has  one  lay  and 
one  clerical  delegate  to  the  1960 
General  Conference  in  Denver,  Colo. 

Another  development  indicating 
the  growing  maturity  of  Africans  in 
the  direction  of  church  affairs,  Bish¬ 
op  Dodge  says,  is  the  increasing 
number  of  African  district  superin¬ 
tendents.  In  the  Angola  Conference, 
four  of  five  superintendents  are  Af¬ 
ricans,  and  in  the  Rhodesia  and 
Southeast  Africa  Conferences  two 
of  five  are  Africans.  The  rest  are 
missionaries. 

“When  given  responsibility,  our 
African  Methodists  are  assuming  it 
and  measuring  up  well  to  the  re¬ 
quirements,  but  as  they  themselves 
realize  they  need  more  training,” 
says  Bishop  Dodge,  who  arrived  in 
the  United  States  in  September  for 
an  extended  visit.  He  will  attend 
the  General  Conference  and  other 
national  Methodist  meetings  and 
will  speak  in  Methodist  churches  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

“The  Methodist  Church  in  Africa 
desperately  needs  trained  African 
leaders  for  a  variety  of  tasks — and 
needs  them  rapidly,”  Bishop  Dodge 
says.  “Increasingly  we  must  have 
university-trained  men  as  pastors  of 
city  churches  and  in  other  jobs.  We 
need  Africans  who,  through  study 
or  visits  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  can  interpret  the  West  to 
Africa  and  Africa  to  the  West. 

“This  is  not  to  say,  however,  that 
we  no  longer  need  missionaries. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
facts.  We  still  need  trained  and  ded¬ 
icated  missionaries  for  a  variety  of 
responsibilities,  many  of  them  as 
pioneers  in  new  fields.  I  suppose  the 
time  might  never  come  when  some 
missionaries  would  not  be  needed  to 
give  a  dimension  of  the  world 
church  to  the  church  in  Africa.  This, 
of  course,  is  something  that  could 
be  said  of  the  church  anywhere, 
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The  " flannel  board "  is  a  teaching  device  at  the  School  for  Young  Wives. 

When  Brides  Go  To  School 


By  Lois  G.  Biddle 
Bulandshahr.  U.  P.,  India 

In  a  village  not  far  from  Bulandshahr  a  young  wife  works  with  her 
husband  to  make  a  village  literate  and  to  bring  its  people  into  the  Christian 
way  of  living.  Every  one  in  the  village  knows  her  and  praises  her.  She  is 
Maryam,  first  graduate  of  the  “School  for  Young  Wives”  in  Bulandshahr. 

Maryam  and  her  husband  were  both  baptized  Christians  but  had  been 
victims  of  child-marriage  by  non-Christian  rites  arranged  by  their  ignorant 
parents.  The  husband  was  still  in  high  school  when  the  school  for  Young 
Wives  opened.  Maryam  determined  to  get  all  she  could  from  it  and  in  two 
years  she  had — completing  fifth  class  standard  in  academic  subjects  and 
passing  all  the  other  subjects  she  had  studied.  In  two  years  she  went  from 
illiteracy  to  ability  to  read  almost 
everything. 


Maryam  had  learned  much.  She 
could  now  read  her  Bible  and  ex¬ 
plain  what  she  read — could  carry 
her  Bible  into  W.S.C.S.  groups  in 
Central  Churches  or  in  villages  and 
illustrate  its  stories  with  a  flannel- 
graph  while  teaching  songs  based  on 
its  teachings.  She  had  been  practic¬ 
ing  all  that  she  had  learned  in  her 
Bible  course — how  to  be  a  good  wife 
— how  to  be  a  good  mother  (though 
she  practiced  on  the  children  of 
other  students) — how  to  be  a  good 
neighbor  and  how  to  be  a  good  citi¬ 
zen.  She  had  taken  her  part  in  the 
daily  routine  of  rising  early,  cooking 
the  first  two  meals  of  the  day  be¬ 
fore  breakfast,  feeding  the  children 
and  cleaning  the  hostel,  running  to 
school  and  back  again  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  to  prepare  the  evening  meal 
or  work  in  the  garden.  Through 
doing  all  her  own  work  she  learned 
to  do  it  all.  Through  doing  it  with 
others,  she  learned  to  work  in 
groups. 

In  school  hours  Maryam  learned 
to  read  and  write  Hindi,  especially 
cards  and  letters  to  her  friends.  In 
arithmetic  class  she  found  her 
clever  teacher  concentrating  on 
problems  relating  to  the  home.  In 
Bible  class  she  became  ready  for 
church  membership  and,  after  join¬ 
ing  the  church,  became  president  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  In  General  Science 
Class  she  learned  of  the  world  about 
her  and,  practicing  in  her  garden 
plot,  tasted  the  fruit  of  her  labor. 
In  Home  and  Mothercraft  classes 
she  learned  what  to  eat,  what  to 
wear,  where  and  how  to  sleep,  what 


that  workers  from  outside  the  geo¬ 
graphical  boundaries  of  the  area  are 
needed  to  provide  international  fel¬ 
lowship  and  a  sense  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  church.” 


to  do  in  common  illnesses.  And  when 
she  graduated  she  carried  off  with 
her  the  products  of  handcraft  class¬ 
es — blouses  made  out  of  hand-me- 
downs,  sweaters  knit  by  her  own 
needles,  string  bags,  canvas  strips 
for  her  bed,  baskets  for  her  bread, 
hemstitched  and  embroidered  pillow 
cases  and  tablecloths,  carefully 
stitched  underclothes  with  crocheted 
lace  which  she  made  for  her  Chris¬ 
tian  wedding,  paper  flowers,  book 
covers,  and  ail  the  other  items  that 
came  in  the  busy  years. 

The  course  through  which  Mary¬ 
am  passes  is  very  simple  for  it  is 
elastic  and  adjustable  depending  for 
its  form  on  the  needs  of  the  girls 
who  attend.  Maryam  wanted  to  go 
beyond  sixth  class  but  that  need 
could  not  be  fulfilled.  She  seemed 
to  find  there  were  other  needs.  At 
the  end  of  her  first  year  in  the 
school  when  her  husband  had  fin¬ 
ished  high  school  they  were  married 
by  Christian  rites.  No  girl  being 
married  for  the  first  time  could 
have  been  happier.  That  happiness 
has  lasted.  As  she  is  visited  now  by 
her  supervisors  and  girls  of  the 
school  who  come  to  help  her  as  she 
helped  others  she  seems  to  be  put¬ 
ting  into  practice  all  these  things 
which  she  learned  in  the  school. 
She  is  a  good  wife.  She  is  a  good 
mother  for  she  has  prepared  tiny 
garments  and  has  paid  attention  to 


EXCEPTIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 
Starting  salary  up  to  $600  plus  bonus, 
depending  upon  qualifications  and  selec¬ 
tion  tests,  for  man  to  represent  large, 
well-known  corporation.  Permanent  con- 
nection  in  a  very  stable  industry.  Com¬ 
prehensive  training  program  considered 
outstanding.  Preferably:  ..  Age  .25-35, 
married  and  college  degree.  Advance¬ 
ment  opportunities  dependent  solely  on 
ability.  Include  personal  history  and 
record  of  business  background.  Write 
Box  A,  c/o  This  Newspaper. 


Two  Consultations  Set 
On  Inner  City  Church 

Methodists  interested  in  the  inner 
city  and  the  difficulties  it  presents 
to  the  church  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  discuss  ideas,  techniques 
and  problems  at  two  consultations 
to  be  held  at  the  City  Methodist 
Church,  Gary,  Ind.,  in  November. 

The  first  consultation,  on  “The 
Inner  City  Church,”  will  be  held 
from  2  p.m.  November  16  to  11  a.m., 
November  18.  The  second,  on  “The 
Inclusive  Church,”  will  run  from 
12:30  p.m.  November  18  to  5  p.m. 
November  19.  Both  are  sponsored  by 
the  Department  of  City  Work  of  the 
Division  of  National  Missions,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions,  and  are  fol¬ 
low-up  activities  to  the  1958  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Convocation  on  Ur¬ 
ban  Life. 

Attendance  at  each  consultation 
will  be  limited  to  100.  Persons  being 
encouraged  to  attend  are  pastors 
and  laymen  from  inner  city  church¬ 
es,  executive  secretaries  of  city  or 
district  missionary  societies,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  urban  work  committees 
in  annual  conferences,  district  su¬ 
perintendents  of  urban  districts, 
representatives  of  racially  inclusive 
churches  and  other  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  inner  city  church. 

In  the  “Inner  City  Church”  con¬ 
sultation,  there  will  be  workshops 
on:  Successful  Inner  City  Church 
Programs,  Ministerial  and  Lay 
Leadership,  Inner  City  Parishes  and 
Group  Ministries,  City  Planning 
and  the  Inner  City  Church,  Commu¬ 
nity  Services  and  Resources,  and 
Financing  the  Inner  City  Parish. 


her  diet  in  these  months.  She  is  a 
good  neighbor.  One  has  only  to  stay 
a  day  with  them  to  see  her  relation¬ 
ships  with  those  about  her.  She  is  a 
good  citizen  of  the  village  in  which 
she  lives.  “The  School  for  Young 
Wives”  is  proud  of  Maryam. 


a  Natural  for 
FUND  RAISING 

FOR  CHURCHES  AND 
CLUBS 


Fruit  Cakes 


I 


SEND  $1.00  FOR  A 
SAMPLE  2  LB.  CAKE, 

TASTING  SAMPLES  AND  DETAILS 


Give  complete  name  and 
address  of  your  church  or  club, 
your  name  and  title. 


TASSO  PLANTATION  FOODS,  INC. 

335  Mehle  Ave.,  Dept.  J2,  Arobi,  La. 

®*HinesPark  Foods,  Inc..  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Tasso  Plantation  Foods.  Arabi.La..  Licenser 
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RAY  —  Mrs.  Rosco  R.  Ray  died 
August  14,  1959  in  an  Alexandra, 
La.,  hospital.  She  was  born  Gladys 
Rougeou,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Emily 
Roanne  Warner  Rougeou  and  the 
late  B.  M.  Rougeou,  Sr.,  August  20, 
1906  at  Lamoria  in  Rapides  Parish. 

Mrs.  Ray  completed  high  school 
at  Lamoria  and  attended  college  at 
Northwestern  State  College. 

She  married  Rosco  Robert  Ray 
on  July  12,  1925.  To  this  union  were 
born  the  following  children:  Rosco 
R.  Ray,  Jr.,  deceased;  Claude;  and 
Kathleen  Ray  Barker.  She  leaves 
four  grandchildren  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  brothers  and  sisters:  Miss  Ethel 
Rougeou;  Mrs.  C.  D.  Smith;  B.  M. 
Rougeou,  Jr.,  of  Lecompte;  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Grayson  of  Monroe;  and  Dr. 
C.  L.  Rougeou  of  Lafayette. 

Mrs.  Ray  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  when  she  was  eleven  years 
old  and  was  a  faithful  attendant 
upon  all  of  its  services.  She  es¬ 
pecially  loved  the  Women’s  Society 
and  she  organized  the  Lamoria  Cir¬ 
cle  and  served  as  leader  until  her 
death.  She  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  Women’s  Society  for  five  years. 

She  was  a  devoted  Christian 
worker  and  the  influence  of  her 
life  will  live  for  many  years  in  the 
Lecompte  Methodist  Church. 

By  Sally  H.  Watson 


NICHOLS  —  Claudius  Kells  Nich¬ 
ols,  who  was  bom  September  30, 
1889  in  the  Rock  Springs  Communi¬ 
ty,  Drew  County,  Arkansas,  died 
May  1,  1959  in  the  Pine  Bluff  Hos¬ 
pital. 

He  married  Will  Emma  Van 
Landingham  in  1913  with  J.  M.  Can¬ 
non  oficiating.  He  moved  to  Star 
City  in  1920,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware,  lumber,  and  furni¬ 
ture  business  until  1942,  when  he 
went  into  the  Builders  Supply  Co., 
where  he  remained  until  a  short 
time  before  his  death. 

Mr.  Nichols  always  considered  his 
church  obligations  seriously,  serv¬ 
ing  ah  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Stewards  for  39  years;  teacher  of 
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or  completely  broken  down? 


Let  JUNGKIND'S  Repair  Your 
Photographic  Equipment. 


Complete  Photographic 

REPAIR  FACILITIES 

Authorized  Dealer  for  KODAK 
And  BELL  &  HOWELL  Equip¬ 
ment  and  Repairs. 

Ask  About  Our  Complete 
AUDIO-VISUAL 
EQUIPMENT  &  SUPPLIES 

Rental  Service 


OiMy&itict 

COMPANY 
FR  5-4661 

206  Main  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


the  Men’s  Bible  Class;  and  as 
charge  lay  leader  until  physically 
disabled. 

He  was  a  devoted  husband,  in¬ 
dulgent  father  and  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  in  every  movement  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  better  way  of  life. 

He  endeavored  each  day  to  prac¬ 
tice  the  following  lines  of  his  fav¬ 
orite  hymn:  “Take  time  to  be  Holy. 
Speak  oft  with  the  Lord.  Abide 
with  Him  always,  and  feed  in  His 
word.” 

Mr.  Nichols  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  two  sons  (T.  B.  Nichols, 
Star  City  and  W.  R.  Nichols,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas),  three  brothers  (Ben  M. 
Nichols,  Rock  Springs,  J.  C.  Nich¬ 
ols,  Monticello,  and  R.  E.  Nichols, 
Greenville,  Miss.)  and  five  grand¬ 
children. 

His  funeral  was  conducted  by  his 
pastor.  Burial  in  Rock  Springs  Cem¬ 
etery. 


WHITE  —  This  is  a  memorial  to 
Mrs.  Vera  C.  White  who  passed 
away  January  1,  1959.  She  was 
born  in  Wilmar,  Arkansas,  January 
12,  1892.  At  the  age  of  two,  her 
mother  enrolled  her  as  a  baby  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  Missionary  Society  at  the 
Wilmar  Methodist  Church.  At  an 
early  age  she  became  a  member  of 
the  church.  She  attended  school  at 
Wilmar  and  also  attended  the  Gal¬ 
loway  College.  She  taught  music 
and  expression  one  year  at  Arkan¬ 
sas  A  &  M  College  at  MJonticello. 
In  1914  she  was  married  to  Pres¬ 
ton  White.  Five  children  were  born 
to  this  couple.  Four  survive  their 
mother,  they  are:  Mrs.  Jack  Tow- 
ler  of  Monticello,  Arkansas.  Mrs. 
Perry  Councille  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Blankinship  of  Warren,  Arkansas; 
and  Mrs.  Wallace  Hunter  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana.  She  is  also  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Willie 
C.  McClintock  of  Wilmar,  Arkansas 
and  eleven  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild. 

She  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  and  served  as  an  oficer.  She 
was  very  active  in  church  and  com¬ 
munity  affairs. 

This  loved  one  brought  many  to 
the  light  of  faith.  She  believed  that 
the  universe  is  dependable  and  on 
the  side  of  the  good,  that  under¬ 
neath  the  marshlands  of  sin  and  the 
shifting  sands  of  doubt,  there  is 
certainly  foundations  unshaken  and 
abiding. 

She  brought  many  to  the  light 
of  truth.  Truthfulness  for  her  was 
the  central  fact.  To  her  truth  meant 
the  spirit  of  honesty  and  loyalty  in 
personal  relations,  a  basic  respect 
for  every  man  and  the  kind  of  con¬ 
duct  towards  others  that  acknow¬ 
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ledge  the  work  of  God  in  every 
man.  Most  of  all,  she  knew  the 
one  great  truth  about  Christian  liv¬ 
ing,  that  the  life  in  Christ  is  living 
for  God  in  the  service  of  man,  not 
living  in  the  service  of  one’s  own 
reputation. 

She  brought  many  to  the  light  of 
love.  This  is  not  a  time  of  dark¬ 
ness,  but  rather  an  hour  in  which 
to  comprehend  more  fully  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  our  gratitude  to  God  for  this 
life  that  was  and  is. 

She  was  a  consecrated  Christian 
wife  and  mother.  The  tenderness 
of  her  love  for  her  children,  her 
interest  in  all  they  did,  her  train¬ 
ing  of  them  in  the  ways  of  God  — 
all  these  concerns  are  a  commen¬ 
tary  upon  her  graciousness  and 
goodness.  She  was  always  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  her  pastor. 

Particularly  appropriate  to  this 
occasion  are  the  words  of  scripture, 
“But  the  pathway  of  the  just  is  as 
a  shining  light,  that  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day” 
Proverbs  4:18. 

In  her  early  life  she  turned  her 
face,  her  heart,  her  whole  life  to¬ 


ward  God  the  Father  and  set  her 
feet  upon  the  “pathway  of  the  just.” 
She  gripped  and  held  the  hand  of 
God.  The  longer  she  walked  on 
this  pathway  the  brighter  the  light 
became,  for  she  was  ever  moving 
toward  the  source  of  light.  The 
pathway  was  a  shining  light  shin¬ 
ing  more  and  more  brightly.  In 
her  experience,  as  in  the  experience 
of  every  true  disciple  of  Christ, 
evening  was  not  a  fore-runner  of 
darkness  but  the  beautiful  antici¬ 
pation  of  Eternal  Dawn. 

Your  heritage  is  a  priceless  one 
which  all  the  uncertainties  of  life 
cannot  possibly  take  from  you. 
Yours  is  the  memory  of  a  mother 
whom  you  can  always  love  and  re¬ 
spect.  Her  felt  presence  will  ever 
be  an  inspiration  and  a  challenge. 
She  waits  beyond  as  she  so  often 
waited  for  you  here.  The  way  to 
her  has  been  illuminated  by  her 
faith  and  love  for  “the  pathway  of 
the  just  is  as  a  shining  light  that 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day.” 

By  her  pastor, 

William  W.  Barron 


THROUGH  WOOD  DESIGN 


Visualize  your  new  church  with  this  exquisite 
simplicity — achieved^  through  the  imaginative 
use  of  wood.  Yes,  Registered  Arkansas  Soft 
Pine,  in  new  and  exciting  forms  achieved 
through  laminated  beams  and  arches,  opens  an 
entirely  new  field  in  design  for  beauty,  strength 
— mid  economy.  Has  your  Finance  Committee 
consulted  with  your  architect  to  explore 
the  many  opportunities  and  benefits 
to  he  derived  from  building  with 
Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine? 

This  Big  is  Your  Guarantee 
of  Dry,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  •  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Every  Methodist  Minister 
In  Louisiana  Should 


Share  And  Participate 
In  The  Statewide 

Conference  On 
Spiritual  Birth 
And  Growth 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 
Inspirational  Preacher 


DR.  HARRY  DENMAN 
Resource  Leader 


CAMP  BREWER,  OCTOBER  2D,  21, 22 


PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  this  Conference  is  to 
study  together  the  Motivation  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  Methods  and  Techniques  were 
stressed  last  year  with  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess.  This  year  the  Conference  Board 
desires  to  present  a  program  which  it 
feels  will  enlighten  and  inspire  evan¬ 
gelization. 

DATE 

The  Conference  will  begin  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  October  20th.  Registrants 
should  be  present  for  supper  on  that 
date.  Adjournment  will  be  with  the 
noon  meal  on  October  22. 

You  pay  only  $4.50.  This  is  for  your 
meals.  You  should  bring  your  sheets, 
towels,  soap  (please),  and  some  heavier 
cover.  It  gets  cold  at  night.  Your  reser¬ 
vation  will  be  for  the  cabins  at  Camp 
Brewer. 


WORKSHOPS 

Another  feature  of  the  Conference 
will  be  Workshops  for  District  Program 
Planning,  conducted  by  the  eight  Dis¬ 
trict  Directors  in  Louisiana:  John  Kil¬ 
patrick,  Ruel  Allen,  Jack  Cooke,  J;  C. 
Skinner,  W.  Spencer  Wren,  Don  W. 
Alverson,  W.  Ralph  Cain  and  William 
V.  Sirman. 

MAKE  YOUR 
PLANS 
NOW 

TO  ATTEND 


SPEAKERS 

Dr.  Harry  Denman  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  will  be  the  re¬ 
source  speaker. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  be  our 
inspirational  preacher. 

Dr.  James  H.  Harris  will  be  our  de¬ 
votional  speaker  for  the  Prayer  Vigil. 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  will  speak  on  the 
Minister  and  his  Devotional  Life. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  the  Call  to  the  Min¬ 
istry. 


Registration  Form 

John  F.  Kilpatrick 
101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  Louisiana 

Please  accept  my  Registration  for  the  Conference  on  Spiritual  Birth  and  Growth  to  be  held  at  Camp 
Brewer  October  20,  21,  22,  1959.  I  enclose  $4.50  for  my  room  and  meals. 

Name  _ 

We  will  accept  the  first  140  registrations.  We  do  not  have  facilities  for  more. 

Sponsored  By  The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
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T  ulane-N  ewcomb 
Wesley  Foundation 
Acquires  Parsonage 

An  open  house  is  planned  at  the 
Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  parsonage  on  Sunday,  October 
18th,  from  3:00-5:00  p.m. 

On  Friday,  July  24th  Rev.  Howard 
Daughenbaugh,  Jr.,  Director  of  the 
Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  and  his  family,  began  moving 
into  their  new  residence.  This  day 
marked  the  culmination  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  made  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Tulane  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  to  provide  their  director  with 
adequate  housing  facilities.  Only 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  S.L.I.  and 
Tulane  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
now  provide  housing  facilities  for 
their  ministers.  Both  of  these  homes 
were  secured  during  the  past  year. 


Ordination  Service  Held  In  Little  Rock 


The  new,  all  brick  parsonage  in 
New  Orleans  was  constructed  in 
the  Airline  Park  subdivision  of 
Metairie,  and  consists  of  two  baths 
and  three  bedrooms,  -The  kitchen 
is  equipped  with  built-in  electric 
range  and  oven. 

The  construction  of  the  new 
home  is  indicative  of  the  growing 
interest  in  the  MSM  found  in  the 


An  ordination  of  unusual  significance  was  conducted  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  on  last  Sunday  evening,  October  11,  at  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  when  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Teague, 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Monette  was  ordained  an  Elder. 

Rev  Mr.  Teague  is  the  son  of  R»V.  and  Mrs.  Otto  W.  Teague  of  Little 
Rock,  where  Rev.  Mr.  Teague  is  pastor  of  the  Asbury  Church.  Mrs.  Samuel 
B.  Teague  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Franks  of  Forrest 
City.  Rev.  Mr.  Frank  is  superintendent  of  the  Forrest  City  District. 

Both  the  father  and  the  father-in-law  assisted  Bishop  Martin  and  other 
ministers  in  the  ordination  service.  Included  among  the  other  ministers 
was  Rev.  A.  N.  Storey,  superintendent  of  Jonesboro  District,  in  which  the 
Monette  Church  is  located.  _ 


New  Orleans  district.  It  appears 
that  such  interest  is  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  throughout  the  conference; 
however  it  is  such  progressive  steps 
as  this  one  that  will  tend  to  en- 
,  courage  young  ministers  to  find 
their  way  into  the  ministry  to  col¬ 
lege  and  university  students,  for  it 
signifies  that  our  church  has  recog¬ 
nized  the  need  and  importance  of 
this  area  of  the  ministry. 

▼ 

Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  Parsonage,  Airline  Park,  Me¬ 
tairie,  New  Orleans. 


In  the  above  picture  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin,  center,  is  shown  in  the  ordina¬ 
tion  service,  being  assisted  by  Rev. 
Otto  Teague,  at  left  of  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Franks  at  right  of 
Bishop  Martin.  Other  ministers  are, 
from  left,  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Spore  of 
Monticello,  Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway  of 
Little  Rock,  and  Rev.  Marion  W. 
Miller  of  Camden;  on  right  front 
Rev.  Mr.  Storey,  Rev.  Harold  Eg- 
gensperger  of  Conway,  and  Dr. 
Paul  M.  Bumpers  of  Batesville,  at 
right  of  Mr.  Franks. 

The  service  was  attended  by  a 
capacity  congregation  including 
several  pastors. 

Rev.  Samuel  B.  Teague  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  Colo.,  in  June,  1959.  He 
was  elected  an  Elder  by  the  Rocky 


Mountain  Annual  Conference,  his 
ordination  was  conducted  in  the 
name  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Teague 
is  a  member. 


Louisiana  Pastor  To 
Share  in  S.  A.  Mission 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  R.  Thomas  of  Hammond  will 
be  one  of  twenty-one  Methodist 
ministers  and  one  layman  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Methodist  evangelistic 
mission  to  Argentina  and  Uruguay 
November  1-15. 

The  mission  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions, 
New  York  City,  and  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville. 

After  two  days  of  training  in 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Oct.  15-Oct.  22  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bibls.  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Oct.  16  . The  Revelation  19:  9-16 

Oct.  16  . The  Revelation  19:17-21 

Oct.  17  . The  Revelation  20;  1-  6 

Oct.  IS  . The  Revelation  20:  7-15 

Oct.  19  . The  Revelation  21:  1-8 

Oct.  20  . The  Revelation  21;  9-21 

Oct.  21  . The  Revelation  21:22-22:6 

Oct.  22  . The  Revelation  22;  6-21 


Ministers  To  Hold 
Spiritual  Life 
Meeting  At  Brewer 

Approximately  150  Method- 
ist  ministers  in  Louisiana  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  register  next  week  for  a 
Conference  on  Spiritual  Birth  and 
Growth,  scheduled  to  be  held  at 
Camp  Brewer  October  20,  21,  and 
22. 

The  Conference  is  being  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  both  leaders  will  deal  spe¬ 
cifically  with  evangelism  motiva¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Harry  Henman,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  with  headquarters  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  will  be  the 
resource  speaker  for  the  Conference. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area,  is 
scheduled  as  the  inspirational 
speaker. 

Other  speakers  include  Dr.  James 
T.  Harris  of  Monroe,  Dr.  Guy  M. 
Hicks  of  Alexandria  and  Dr.  W.  E. 


DR.  HARRY  DENMAN 

Resourse  Leader 

Rrice  of  Baton  Rouge.  Another  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  conference  will  be 
workshops  under  the  direction  of 
the  eight  district  directors  of  evan¬ 
gelism  in  the  conference.  Regis¬ 
trants  will  attend  these  workshops 
by  districts. 

The  conference  is  scheduled  to 
begin  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  Octo¬ 
ber  20  and  continue  through  Thurs¬ 
day  noon,  October  22.  Rev.  John 
F.  Kilpatrick  of  Pineville  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  conference  board  of 
evangelism,  and  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie 
is  the  conference  secretary  of  evan¬ 
gelism. 


Miami,  the  missioners  will  leave 
this  country  October  21  and  return 
November  20.  They  will  visit 
Methodist  missions  and  other  points 
of  interest  in  several  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  countries  before  and  after  the 
mission. 


Amer.  Methodism 
History  Editorial 
Board  Chosen 

Nashville,  Tenn  (MI)  —  An  li¬ 
man  editorial  board  has  been  chos¬ 
en  for  a  projected  history  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism  which  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  Abingdon  Press  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Association  of 
Methodist  Historical  Societies  and 
the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Editor-in-chief  of  the  project, 
tentatively  called  The  History  of 
American  Methodism,  will  be  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Emory  Stevens  Bucke, 
Nashville,  book  editor  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Other  editorial  board  members 
will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  A. 
Norwood,  professor  of  history  of 
Christianity,  Garrett  Biblical  Insti¬ 
tute,  Evanston,  HI.;  the  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  R.  Chandler,  professor  of  church 
history,  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Washington,  D.  C.;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  W.  Richey  Hogg,  professor  of 
the  history  of  missions,  Perkins 
odist  University,  Dallas,  Texas; 
odist  Universiay,  Dallas,  Texas; 
Methodist  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber, 
Richmond,  Va.;  Methodist  Bishop 
Gerald  Ensley,  Des  Moines,  la.; 
Methodist  Bishop  William  C.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Dallas;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elmer  T. 
Clark,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Association 
of  Methodist  Historical  Societies; 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  Maser,  min¬ 
ister  of  St.  George’s  Methodist 
Church,  Philadelphia;  the  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  Manning  Potts,  Nashville,  editor 
of  The  Upper  Room;  and  Cecil  D. 
J  ones,  Nashville,  manager  of 
Abingdon  Press  and  secretary  of 
the  editorial  board. 

Dr.  Burke  said  the  editorial  board 
has  met  and  preliminary  work  on 
the  history  has  been  outlines.  No 
schedule  of  publication  will  be 
worked  out  until  various  writing 
assignments  have  been  made,  he 
said. 

Ten  of  the  42 
“Best  Sermons ”  by 
Methodist  Pastors 

Ten  of  the  42  “Best  Sermons”  in 
a  recent  volume  by  that  name  were 
preached  by  Methodist  ministers. 

The  year’s  collection,  made  for 
the  seventh  time  by  Dr.  G.  Paul 
Butler,  a  one-time  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  Conference,  represents 
ten  Protestant  denominations  in  the 
U.  S.  and  five  European  countries. 

Dr.  Butler,  who  is  the  religion 
and  book  editor  of  the  New  York 
Daily  Mirror,  read  and  considered 
7,785  sermons  for  his  latest  volume. 
None  of  his  selections  has  appeared 
in  a  book  and  virtually  none  in 
magazines. 

“Best  Sermons”  opens  with  a  ser¬ 
mon  by  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman  of 
Christ  Church,  New  York,  on  “Life 
Can  Be  Eternal.”  This  is  followed 
by  a  sermon  preached  by  one  of 
the  British  Commonwealth’s  best 
known  preachers,  Dr.  Leslie  Weath- 
erhead  of  City  Temple,  London. 
While  the  occupant  of  this  Congre- 
gtional  pulpit  for  many  years,  Dr. 
Weatherhead  has  retained  member¬ 
ship  in  the  denomination  in  which 
he  first  gained  fame.  In  fact  he  re¬ 
cently  served  as  president  of  the 
British  Methodist  Conference. 

One  bishop  is  among  the  Metho¬ 
dist  ten.  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of 


October  18 

Laymen’s  Sunday  Purpose  is  to  Encourage 
Church  Witness  Participation  by  Laymen 

NEW  YORK,  Sept.  15  (NC)  —  Laymen  will  occupy  pulpits  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  Protestant  churches,  preaching  sermons  and  conducting  services 
of  worship,  on  Laymen’s  Sunday,  October  18. 

This  Sunday  is  set  aside  in  churches  all  over  the  United  States  and 
in  Canada  for  laymen  to  participate  in  their  churches.  It  is  their  day  to 
give  public  witness  to  their  faith,  to  pledge  renewed  participation  in  the 
church’s  life  and  work,  and  to  rededicate  themselves  to  the  will  of  God 
and  the  needs  of  people. 

The  day  is  sponsored  by  United  Church  Men,  a  general  department 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  which  also  sponsors  Community  Fel¬ 
lowship  Rallies.  Both  Laymen’s  Sunday  and  the  Fellowship  Rallies  fall 
within  Churchmen’s  Week,  Oct.  18-24. 

“The  purpose  of  the  special  Sunday  observance  on  the  third  Sunday 
in  October  is  not  to  minimize  the  importance  of  the  ordained  ministry,” 
said  Samuel  J.  Patterson,  Jr.,  general  director  of  United  Church  Men. 
in  announcing  the  annual  observance. 


Winners  in  Hymn 
Contest  Announced 
By  ‘Together9 

Chicago  (MI)  —  The  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  Williams  of  North  Andover, 
Mass.,  is  the  winner  of  the  first  prize 
in  a  hymn  contest  sponsored  by  To¬ 
gether,  monthly  family  magazine  of 
The  Methodist  Church.  Results  of 
the  contest  are  announced  in  the 
November  issue  of  Together. 

Contestants  were  asked  to  submit 
a  three-stanza  poem  suitable  for 
use  as  a  hymn  in  commemoration 
of  the  175th  anniversary  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism.  The  lyrics  were 
to  provide  new  words  for  the  well- 
known  hymn  tune,  “Mendelssohn,” 
regularly  associated  with  Charles 
Wesley’s  “Hark!  the  herald  angels 
sing.” 

Judges  picked  Mr.  Williams’ 
hymn  from  more  than  a  thousand 
entries  submitted  by  944  persons. 

Other  winners  were  announced 
as  follows:  second  place,  the  Rev. 
William  W.  Reid,  Jr.,  Wyoming,  Pa.; 
third,  Miss  Ruth  D.  Peterson,  New 
London,  Iowa;  and  fourth,  Mrs.  J. 
L.  Caldwell,  Waitsburg,  Wash. 

Judges  in  the  contest  were:  Bishop 
Edwin  E.  Voigt  of  Aberdeen,  S.  D., 
chairman  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Worship;  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Rice  of  Baker  University, 
Baldwin,  Kansas,  president  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Methodist 
Musicians;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bliss 
Wiant  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  director 
of  music  for  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion’s  Division  of  the  Local  Church. 


Los  Angeles.  His  sermon  is  on  “A 
Man  with  Two  Sons.” 

Four  of  the  selected  Methodist 
preachers  are  from  the  educational 
world:  Professor  Thomas  S.  Kep¬ 
ler  of  Oberlin  College  Graduate 
School  of  Theology;  Professor  Paul 
W.  Hoon  of  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  New  York;  and  Assistant  Pro¬ 
fessor  Lawrence  E.  Toombs,  Drew 
Theological  Seminary.  One  college 
president,  Dr.  Russell  J.  Humbert 
of  DePauw  University  is  on  the  list. 

Still  another  type  of  ministry 
represented  is  the  military  chap¬ 
laincy.  The  sermon  chosen  was 
preached  by  Chaplain  Charles  L. 
Carpenter,  now  at  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  Academy.  From  1949  to  1957 
he  was  Chief  of  Air  Force  Chap¬ 
lains  with'  rank  of  Major  General. 
His  sermon  is  titled  “Sedatives  or 
Solutions.” 

Not  all  the  Methodist  sermons 
chosen  were  heard  from  Metropoli¬ 
tan  pulpits.  An  excellent  one  is  by 
Rev.  William  O.  Byrd,  minister  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Pine 
Bluff,  Arkansas. 


Rather,  it  is  to  enlist  and  encour¬ 
age  all  laymen  to  take  part  fully 
in  the  life  and  witness  of  the 
church.  Pastors  who  have  made 
sure  this  observance  is  included  in 
the  calendar  of  the  congregation 
and  have  given  it  endorsement,  tes¬ 
tify  that  they  have  been  richly  re¬ 
warded.  Also,  their  sympathetic 
counsel  with  laymen  responsible  for 
the  worship  on  that  day  has  been 
greatly  appreciated.” 

The  1959  theme  for  Laymen’s 
Sunday,  chosen  by  United  Church 
Men’s  Board  of  Directors,  is  taken 
from  Ephesians  4:1,  (RSVB),  and  is 
“You  have  called.”  It  occurs  in  the 
“epistle”  reading  for  this  Sunday 
according  to  the  ancient  calendar  of 
the  Christian  year,  and  it  calls  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  what  we  are 
called  to  do  as  Christians  is  based 
on  what  God  has  done  for  us. 


Vice-President  oi 
Nat’l  Methodist 
Seminary  Elected 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ronald  E.  Terry  of 
Topeka,  Kansas,  has  been  elected 
vice  president  of  National  Metho¬ 
dist  Theological  Seminary  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  This  announcement 
was  made  Oct.  5  by  President  Don 
W.  Holter.  Dr.  Terry,  a  former 
pastor  of  churches  in  Kansas,  Iowa, 
and  Colorado,  will  be  in  charge  of 
public  relations  and  finance. 

The  new  vice  president  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kansas.  He  received  a  B.S. 
degree  from  Kansas  Wesleyan  in 
1924  and  an  A.B.  from  Denver  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1926.  His  theological 
training  was  completed  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  1931.  He  also 
received  an  honorary  degree  from 
Kansas  Wesleyan. 

Dr.  Terry  comes  immediately 
from  the  pastorate  of  the  Lowman 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  To¬ 
peka,  Kansas,  where  he  served  for 
nearly  ten  years.  Before  this  he  was 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  for  five  years. 

He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Colorado  Conference,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  Wyoming  State  Conference,  and 
conference  secretary  of  Evangelism 
of  the  North  Iowa  Conference.  At 
present  he  is  serving  as  secretary  of 
the  Kansas  Conference.  At  the  re¬ 
cent  session  of  the  Kansas  Confer¬ 
ence  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
the  General  Conference  to  be  held 
in  Denver  in  1960. 


Beaumont,  Tex.  (RNS)— UNIQUE  FUND-RAISING  SCHEME  PAYS  OFF. 
Members  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Beaumont,  Tex.,  deliver  money  in 
envelopes  to  their  pastor,  Rev.  G.  H.  Browning,  after  the  congregation 
pyramided  $ 405  into  $1,304  in  a  unique  fund-raising  program.  At  a  Sunday 
night  worship  service  members  had  been  asked  to  reverse  their  usual  pro¬ 
cedure  and  take  $5  out  of  the  collection  plate  instead  of  putting  in  an 
offering.  With  this  "investment"  for  incentive,  the  members  did  side  jobs, 
worked  overtime,  and  conducted  a  number  of  fund-raising  drives  to  make 
the  project  a  success.  (RNS  photo) 
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Okla.  Churches  Fight 
Liquor  Traffic 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  (RNS) 
Since  the  repeal  of  prohibition 
in  Oklahoma,  at  least  a  half  doz¬ 
en  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
the  state  have  adopted  resolu¬ 
tions  providing  for  the  explusion 
of  members  who  become  involved 
in  “the  liquor  traffic.” 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Idabel, 
Okla.,  for  example,  has  voted  the 
automatic  suspension  of  any 
“member  proved  to  be  involved 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  man¬ 
ufacture,  distribution  or  sale, 
either  wholesale  or  retail,  of  in¬ 
toxicating  beverages,  legal  or  il¬ 
legal.”  Membership  would  be 
suspended  until  the  individual 
freed  himself  of  “such  involve¬ 
ments”  and  made  “apologies  to 
the  church.” 


Dr.  Weatherhead 
To  Retire  As  City 
Temple  Pastor 

London  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Leslie  D. 
Weatherhead,  66,  often  called  the 
“best  known  religious  writer  in  the 
English  speaking  world,”  has  inti¬ 
mated  here  his  impending  retire¬ 
ment  as  pastor  of  London’s  famed 
City  Temple  after  23  years  in  that 
post. 

A  former  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  of  Great  Britain, 
Dr.  Weatherhead  has  been  “on 
loan”  to  the  interdenominationally 
prominent  “Cathedral  of  Non-Con¬ 
formity,”  which  is  Congregational 
in  government  and  affiliation.  He  is 
the  author  of  some  25  books,  mainly 
on  spiritual  therapy  and  pastoral 
counseling. 

Destroyed  by  Nazi  bombs  in 
World  War  II,  the  old  City  Temple 
was  replaced  by  a  new  $1,204,000 
structure  which  opened  last  year. 


WCTU  Head  Sees 
Liquor  Expenditure 
Hurting  Education 

San  Antonio,  Tex.  (RNS)  — 
Americans  spend  $10,800,000,000  a 
year  for  alcoholic  beverages  — 
enough  to  build  a  new  $1,232,877 
school  every  hour  or  pay  every 
teacher  $8,000,  the  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Tem  p  e  r  a  n  c  e 
Union  said  here. 

“Instead  of  investing  the  money 
to  compete  with  Russian  education,” 
said  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hays  of  Ran¬ 
som,  Kan.,  “America  is  spending  it 
for  headaches  and  hangovers.” 

The  $10,800,000,000  expenditure 
was  $100,000,000  more  than  the  year 
before,  she  told  National  WCTU 
board  members  and  department 
heads  at  a  meeting  held  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  organization’s  85th 
anniversary  convention. 

Citing  U.  S.  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce  estimates,  Mrs.  Hays  pointed 
out  that  annual  consumption  totaled 
215,000,000  gallons  of  hard  liquor, 
155,000,000  gallons  of  wine  and  84,- 
000,000  barrels  of  beer. 

These  figures  “along  with  grow¬ 
ing  alcoholism,”  she  said,  demon¬ 
strate  the  “size  of  the  job  ahead  to 
bring  the  nation  back  to  sobriety.” 

“Were  the  human  disaster  and 
waste  from  drink,  instead  of  the 


Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS) — CHRISTIAN  BUSINESSMEN  GIVE  STREET 
TESTIMONIES.  Aron  A.  Kliewer  of  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  a  farmer,  at  micro¬ 
phone,  tells  a  Minneapolis  street  crowd  about  his  religious  faith,  as  other 
delegates  to  the  22nd  annual  Christian  Business  Men's  Committee  Inter¬ 
national  convention  await  their  turn  to  speak.  Outdoor  testimony  time  was 
a  twice-a-day  feature  of  this  convention.  (RNS  photo) 


Christian  Business  Men  Hear  Warning 
On  Competitive  Business  Practices 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.  (RNS)  —  Christian  business  men,  opening 
an  international  convention  here,  were  told  they  must  “lean  over  back¬ 
wards”  to  “make  every  business  transaction  as  clean  as  a  hound’s  tooth." 

The  advice  came  from  a  fellow  business  executive,  James  E.  Colville, 
New  York. 

“No  area  of  a  Christian  business  man’s  life  is  more  vulnerable  to  the 
attack  of  the  enemy  than  is  his  business  life,”  declared  Mr.  Colville,  who 


taverns  and  liquor  stores,  emblazon¬ 
ed  on  main  streets  in  neon  signs, 
the  church  and  the  school  would  not 
face  the  task  that  they  do,”  she  add¬ 
ed.  “The  general  public  including 
thoughtless,  causal  drinkers  would 
exterminate  the  taverns  and  stores.” 

Prayers  Issued 
To  Commemorate 
United  Nations  Day 

United  Nations,  N.Y.  (RNS)  — 
Prayers  by  three  religious  leaders 
were  issued  by  the  United  States 
Committee  for  the  United  Nations 
to  commemorate  United  Nations 
Day,  Oct.  24,  the  international  body’s 
14th  anniversary. 

The  prayers,  to  be  said  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  18,  were  composed  by  Dr. 
Edwin  T.  Dahlberg,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches; 
Francis  Cardinal  Spellman,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  York;  and  Rabbi 
Max  Davidson,  president  of  the 
Synagogue  Council  of  America. 

Dr.  Dahlberg’s  prayer  beseeched 
God  to  “teach  us  all,  that  even 
though  we  love  our  native  land  the 
most,  we  may  appreciate  the  na¬ 
tional  loyalties  and  aspirations  of 
every  land.  ...” 

Cardinal  Spellman  voiced  a  plea 
to  “make  us  one  under  Thee  in 
quest  for  the  precious  things  of  the 
spirit:  for  Truth  and  Liberty;  for 
human  rights  and  the  dignity  of  the 
human  person;  for  the  equality  of 
nations,  large  and  small;  and  above 
all  for  the  blessing  of  Thy  Peace.  .  .” 

Contained  in  the  prayer  by  Rabbi 
Davidson  was  the  hope  that  “new 
knowledge  being  gained  by  one  na¬ 
tion  or  the  other  give  impetus  to  a 
new  morality  that  will  move  the 
minds  and  quicken  the  hearts  of 
mankind.  ..." 


is  retiring  vice  chairman  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Business  Men’s  Committee  In¬ 
ternational  (CBMCI),  sponsor  of 
the  convention. 

“In  competition  with  the  world,” 
he  told  the  delegates,  “the  tempta¬ 
tion  is  great  oftentimes  to  meet 
competition  on  its  level  or  resort 
to  worldly  practices. 

“Let  us  desire  to  be  faithful  rath¬ 
er  than  to  be  successful.  Let  us  de¬ 
sire  to  be  right  rather  than  to  be 
rich.  Let  us  desire  to  prove  the 
reality  of  Christ  in  the  crucible  of 
daily  experience  more  than  to  prove 
our  cleverness  as  businessmen.” 

Mr.  Colville,  who  is  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  a  wholesale  produce  firm, 
the  John  Adams  Henry  Co.,  Inc., 
urged  members  of  the  CBMCI  to 
remember  that  their  main  job  is 
“man-to-man  evangelism.” 

“The  most  effective  and  active 
committees,”  he  said,  “are  those 
whose  entire  program  is  designed 
and  geared  to  reach  unsaved  busi¬ 
ness  and  professional  men  —  in 
breakfasts,  luncheons,  dinners,  re¬ 
treats  and  other  media,  followed 
up  by  personal  contact.” 

Mr.  Colville  took  note  of  sugges¬ 
tions  that  the  CBMI  modify  its 
fundamentalist  doctrinal  statement 
in  order  to  “attract  many  fine  Chris¬ 
tian  laymen”  who  do  not  agree  with 
it. 

Cautioning  against  any  change, 
Mr.  Colville  said  “it  is  my  firm  con¬ 
viction  that  God  has  signally  blessed 
us  as  a  movement  because  of  our 
unwavering  stand.” 

He  warned  that  “if  at  any  time 
we  modify  or  delete  any  one  point 
of  our  statement  of  faith,  it  will  be 
only  a  matter  of  time  until  further 
pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  to 
make  other  concessions  that  will 
divide  and  render  us  ineffective.” 


RIAL  Schedules 
Worship  Service 
Attendance  Drive 

New  York  (RNS)  —  In  a  co-op¬ 
erative  effort  of  American  business 
and  advertising  concerns,  more  than 
$8,000,000  worth  of  time  and  space 
will  be  contributed  this  fall  to  the 
11th  annual  Religion  in  American 
Life  campaign  to  increase  worship 
attendance  at  all  churches  and  syn¬ 
agogues. 

Most  of  the  advertising,  which 
will  appear  in  all  the  major  media, 
will  run  in  November,  Religion  In 
American  Life  Month.  The  month 
will  be  observed  in  several  hundred 
communities  and  thousands  of 
churches  and  synagogues  where  lo¬ 
cal  campaigns  will  emphasize  the 
importance  of  religion  in  national, 
community,  family  and  individual 
life. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year 
the  theme  will  be  “Find  the 
Strength  for  Your  Life  .  .  .  Worship 
Together  This  Week.” 

Dr.  Earle  B.  Pleasant,  RIAL  na¬ 
tional  director,  announced  that  ad¬ 
vertising  support,  contributed 
through  The  Advertising  Council, 
would  include  7,000  billboards,  8,000 
three-sheet  posters,  and  84,000  car 
cards  in  buses,  street  cars,  subway 
and  commuter  trains. 

In  addition,  there  will  be  several 
thousand  newspaper  and  magazine 
advertsiements,  and  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  spot  announcements  on 
television  and  radio.  More  than  100 
top  network  television  programs 
will  carry  RIAL  messages,  rang¬ 
ing  from  the  Ed  Sullivan  Show 
through  Playhouse  90  to  Lassie. 
Time  for  these  announcements  is 
contributed  by  sponsoring  adver¬ 
tisers. 

The  RIAL  campaign  is  promoted 
through  27  national  religious  groups 
and  their  churches  and  synagogues, 
as  well  as  many  leading  civic  or¬ 
ganizations.  It  is  sponsored  by  a 
70-member  lay  committee  compris¬ 
ing  men  and  women  of  various 
faiths. 


Clergyman’s  Operation 
Pays  Off  Handsomely 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RSN)  — 
A  clergyman’s  trip  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  minor  surgery  has 
turned  out  to  be  a  vacation  with 
glittering  fringe  benefits. 

Dr.  Robert  Curl,  instructor  in 
church  administration  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  field  education  at  the  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  filed  a  claim  with 
Ministers’  Life  and  Casualty 
Union,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

The  company  wrote  back,  say¬ 
ing  the  $198.28  settlement  had 
put  it  over  the  25-million  mark 
in  claims  and  wouldn’t  the  pro¬ 
fessor  like  a  trip  —  all  expenses 
paid,  of  course,  —  to  help  cele¬ 
brate? 

Said  Dr.  Curl:  “I  went  (to  the 
hospital)  last  August  —  right  in 
the  middle  of  the  summer.  What 
with  air-conditioning  and  now 
this  trip,  I  can  say  that  this  is 
one  time  the  hospital  was  fun.” 

Dr.  Curl  is  thinking  about  tak¬ 
ing  his  trip  to  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  field  in  the  Belgian  Congo, 
Africa. 
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Editorials 


Laymen’s  Day 9 1959 

THROUGHOUT  Methodism  next  Sunday,  laymen  will  be  shar¬ 
ing  their  own  personal  testimonies  as  they  take  their  turn 
filling  Methodist  pulpits.  Methodist  preachers  for  their  part 
will  sit  in  pews  and  be  on  the  receiving  end  as  they  listen  rather 
than  preach. 

This  occasion  serves  to  remind  both  preacher  and  laymen  that 
this  business  of  Kingdom  building  is  a  cooperative  experience, 
with  all  those  who  have  chosen  to  identify  themselves  with  the 
Christian  movement  having  an  obligation  to  share  in  the  task. 
Laymen’s  Day  symbolizes  this  sharing  as  perhaps  no  other  program 
emphasis.  While  laymen  man  pulpits  on  one  Sunday,  they  do  so  in 
a  rather  symbolic  way  representing  fellow  laymen  who  through¬ 
out  the  year  by  word,  deed  and  gifts  make  possible  the  kind  of 
witness  that  the  Christian  church  has  in  the  world. 

Laymen’s  Day  might  well  be  an  appropriate  time  for  Method¬ 
ist  laymen  to  reexamine  and  reappraise  their  concepts  of  the 
Church.  Since  this  day  brings  into  focus  the  large  and  essential 
contribution  lay  leadership  makes  in  Methodism’s  ongoing  pro¬ 
gram,  it  is  equally  essential  that  these  contributions  of  time,  talent 
and  gifts  be  prompted  by  right  motives  and  purposes. 

We  believe  that  by  and  large  Methodist  laymen  see  in  the  on¬ 
going  Church  a  fellowship  of  Christian  believers  who  find  within 
this  fellowship  that  spark  both  divine  and  human  that  gives  guid¬ 
ance  for  one’s  own  salvation  and  an  opportunity  to  help  those  about 
who  also  need  an  experience  of  God’s  redeeming  grace  and  love. 
Methodist  laymen,  for  the  most  part,  are  aware  of  the  leavening 
influence  that  the  Church  has  in  the  community’s  social  life.  They 
respect  the  Church  as  the  steward  of  the  Christian  faith  and  know 
that  only  as  the  Church  faithfully  proclaims  its  message  of  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  redemption  is  it  faithful  to  its  mission. 

Methodist  laymen  are  also  aware  there  are  those  among  their 
number  who  want  to  advance  conflicting  personal  views,  convic¬ 
tions  or  ideas  within  the  Christian  fellowship.  They  seem  to  forget 
there  are  certain  irrevocable  basic  tenets  of  the  faith  not  subject 
to  one’s  whims  or  fancies.  To  attempt  an  interpretation  of  the 
Christian  message  which  compromises  with  these  fundamental 
facts  is  like  trying  to  remove  with  a  toothpick  foundation  stones 
from  under  a  large  structure. 

Methodists  can  be  grateful  that  the  number  of  those  who  seek 
to  weaken  the  Christian  message  is  no  larger  than  it  is.  The  trag¬ 
edy  is  that  their  influence  is  greater  than  their  number  warrants. 
This  gives  an  impression  of  division  within  the  household  of  the 
faithful,  and  that  the  Church’s  future  is  uncertain.  These  reckon 
not  with  the  divine  element  within  the  Christian  fellowship  that 
has  weathered  many  crises,  emerging  in  each  instance  stronger  for 
the  encounter.  God  works  in  a  mysterious  way  to  further  His  way, 
but  His  ways  are  steady  and  certain.  The  range  of  His  love  in¬ 
cludes  those  who  compromise,  but  He  uses  to  His  greater  glory 
those  who  are  faithful  to  His  purposes,  His  message,  and  His  chil¬ 
dren. 

Again,  Kingdom  building  is  a  cooperative  affair,  cooperation 
between  members  of  the  fellowship  in  a  shared  endeavor,  but  most 
important  between  believers  and  God.  Kingdom  building  is  based 
on  the  Word,  God’s  Word,  God’s  message  as  revealed  in  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  whose  only  ordination  as  we  know  it  was 
the  anointing  of  His  life  by  God’s  Spirit. 

Methodist  laymen  may  share  this  same  anointing  as  they  link 
their  lives  and  efforts  together,  unashamed  to  proclaim  their  al- 
legience  to  none  save  Christ  under  whose  banner  they  serve.  This 
is  one  of  Methodism’s  greatest  needs  today,  men  who  are  fearless 
and  faithful  in  the  face  of  calls  to  compromise. 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  bjam  m 


Fountain  Head  Of  Power 


Ministers  Study  Evangelism  Motivation 

MOTIVATION,  the  reason  or  basis  that  prompts  action,  is  very 
much  a  part  of  today’s  discussion  of  most  any  activity.  One 
often  hears  this  term  used  as  this  or  that  situation  is  ex¬ 
plored  or  explained.  Next  week,  Louisiana  Methodist  preachers 
will  gather  at  Camp  Brewer  for  several  days  in  a  spiritual  life  con¬ 
ference,  where  attention  will  be  centered  chiefly  around  Christian 
evangelism  and  its  motivation.  This  conference,  conducted  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism, 
will  go  a  long  way  in  determining  what  will  be  accomplished  this 
year  in  enlisting  church  and  non-church  members  as  persons  deeply 
committed  to  the  Church  and  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

Every  Methodist  preacher  in  the  state  has  been  invited  to 
share  this  program  of  exploration  of  motives  of  evangelism.  This 
experience  under  the  guidance  of  conference  and  general  board 
leaders  will  bring  new  insight  and  understanding  of  the  evangel¬ 
istic  mission  that  is  peculiarly  Methodism’s.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  will  be  the  inspirational  preacher  for  the  conference.  All  in 
all,  Louisiana  Conference  evangelism  leaders  have  planned  their 
program  well,  dealing  squarely  with  one  of  the  basic  needs  of  the 
Christian  church  and  ministry. 

Those  ministers  who  attended  the  conference  can  expect  to 
receive  help  and  direction  that  will  enrich  their  own  ministry  and 
bless  the  lives  of  those  to  whom  they  minister.  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  are  asked  to  attend  many  meetings,  but  seldom  do  they  have 
the  opportunity  of  being  a  part  of  one  that  deals  exclusively  with 
directing  and  helping  others  to  commit  their  lives  to  Christ.  This 
is  central  in  the  Methodist  minister’s  ministry. 
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Millions  Prefer 

A  Non-Christian  Faith 

By  Edmund  Perry 


CHRISTIANITY  is  only  one  among  several 
religions  and  many  Christians  accept  this 
to  be  entirely  normal.  Some  regard  it  to 
be  normal  because  in  their  thinking 
there  is  no  radical  difference  between  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  faith  as  expressed  in  other 
high  religions.  Others  regard  it  to  be  normal 
because,  as  they  view  the  matter,  each  religion 
is  structured  to  meet  the  preferences  of  the  cul¬ 
ture  in  which  it  prevails. 

Both  of  these  attitudes  have  been  challenged 
of  late  by  non-Christians.  Hindus,  Buddhists 
and  Muslims  see  a  vast  difference  between  their 
faith  and  the  faith  that  has  a  distinctive  Chris¬ 
tian  element,  and  spokesmen  for  these  other 
faiths  are  no  longer  willing  for  their  religions 
to  be  thought  of  as  belonging  to  a  particular  na¬ 
tion  or  culture.  Each  of  these  three  non-Chris¬ 
tian  religions  is  being  offered  to  the  farthest 
reaches  of  the  earth  as  a  world  religion  for  the 
emerging  world  culture.  Christianity  no  longer 
has  a  monopoly  on  the  missionary  enterprise. 
The  whole  world  is  the  parish  of  four,  not  one, 
missionary  religions. 

It  is  therefore  exceedingly  ambiguous,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  United  States,  to  use  the  word  ‘re¬ 
ligion’  and  expect  one’s  auditors  to  think  solely 
of  Christianity.  Other  religions  are  represented 
among  us  not  only  by  the  presence  of  govern¬ 
mental  representatives  from  Hindu,  Buddhist 
and  Muslim  countries,  but  by  spokesmen  for 
these  religions.  The  effect  of  the  work  of  these 
spokesmen  is  both  a  leavening  influence,  eradi¬ 
cating  the  strangeness  and  remoteness  associat¬ 
ed  by  so  many  Christians  with  these  faiths,  and 
a  significant  number  of  conversions  from  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  one  or  another  of  these  new  alterna¬ 
tives. 

Our  heritage  of  freedom  of  and  deference  to 
religion  in  the  United  States  works  happily  with 
the  missionary  aims  and  tactics  of  these  non- 
Christian  religions.  It  seems  the  part  of  good 
citizenship  to  accord  them  every  encouragement 
possible.  So,  already  in  the  large  cities  of  our 
country,  the  Hindu,  Buddhist  and  Islamic  houses 
of  worship  have  begun  to  take  their  tax-exempt 
place  alongside  tax-exempt  Catholic  and  Prot¬ 
estant  churches,  and  frequently  there  is  greater 
mutual  acceptance  of  each  other  than  has  been 
the  case  of  Protestants  and  Catholics  even  in 
American  history.  It  has  become  very  popular 
for  the  youth,  men  and  women’s  organizations 
in  Christian  churches  to  feature  as  speaker  of 
the  month  a  Hindu  swami,  a  Buddhist  priest  or 
a  Muslim  spiritual  leader.  There  still  is  very 
little  exchange  of  priest  and  pastor  in  our  midst. 
When  the  President  of  the  United  States  attend¬ 
ed  the  official  dedication  of  the  Islamic  mosque 
and  center  of  information  in  Washington,  D.C., 
hardly  a  word  of  dissent  was  heard  from  any 
religious  segment  of  our  population.  Had  he 
attended  the  dedication  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
church,  all  Protestantism  would  have  yelled  for 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

Perhaps  because  we  “think  big”  we  do  not 
regard  these  missionaries  to  be  real  competitors. 
But  it  is  worth  pondering  that  in  the  past  quar¬ 
ter  century,  there  have  been  7000  converts  from 
one  or  another  form  of  Christianity  to  Islam, 
the  religion  heralded  by  the  Arabian  Prophet 
Muhammad.  These  converts  plus  the  first  and 
second  generation  of  Islamic  immigrants  give  us 
a  community  of  nearly  80,000  Muslims  in  the 
United  States. 

The  recent  granting  of  statehood  to  Hawaii 
calls  attention  to  a  significant  Buddhist  element 
in  our  population.  According  to  some  statistics, 
Hawaii’s  population  was  at  one  time  95  percent 
Christian.  Today  the  largest  single  religious 
group  in  Hawaii  is  the  Buddists,  with  160,000 
devotees  in  a  total  population  of  640,000.  This 
gain  for  the  Buddhists  is  due  not  to  immigration 
alone  but  also  to  a  vigorous  missionary  activity 
by  Buddhists  priests  and  teachers  in  the  islands. 


On  the  mainland  of  North  America  there  are  al¬ 
ready  more  than  100  Buddhists  priests  of  the 
liberal  (Mahayanist)  sects.  We  are  told  that  the 
stricter  denomination,  the  Theravadists,  are  in 
process  of  training  missionaries  for  all  English 
speaking  countries. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  assess  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  Hindus  in  our  country  because 
they  are  more  interested  in  creating  a  climate 
of  opinion  than  in  membership  rolls.  The  Hindu 
swami  does  not  want  to  decimate  the  rolls  of 
the  Christian  churches  but  to  alter  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Christian  attitude  that  in  Christ  alone 
men  find  present  and  eternal  salvation.  If  he 
can  succeed  in  getting  the  Christian  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  God  has  numerous  ways  by  which 
He  leads  men  to  Himself  and  to  recognize  the 
values  of  all  religions,  the  swami  has  indeed 
succeeded  and  cares  not  one  whit  about  the 
label  one  uses. 

Both  Hindus  and  Buddhists  in  the  United 
States  have  adapted  their  mode  of  worship  to 
the  pattern  of  Western  Christianity,  holding 
worship  services  on  Sunday  morning.  One  meets 
at  the  services  of  either  of  these  groups  people 
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holding  membership  in  some  Christian  or  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church  or  Jewish  synagogue  and  others 
who  have  no  organizational  affiliation  with  any 
faith  group. 

Intense  personal  interest  in  these  religions 
is  manifested  on  the  college  and  university 
campuses  where  students  can  enroll  in  courses 
in  oriental  philosophy  and  religion.  It  is  not  in¬ 
frequent  that  a  professor  in  some  discipline 
other  than  philosophy  or  religion  has  found 
meaning  for  his  life  in  one  of  these  oriental 
philosophies  and  carries  on  disciplined  discus¬ 
sions  with  inquiring  students  and  other  profes¬ 
sors. 

The  world  of  religions  to  which  Christ  sent 
his  disciples  has  come  to  the  “world”  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  so  that  we  can  no  longer  accurately 
speak  of  a  Christian  nation  or  domain.  The 
whole  world  is  the  world  of  several  religions. 

The  message  of  these  other  religions  is  in 
large  measure  a  word  of  judgment  upon  the 
disparity  between  the  Christian  proclamation 
and  the  Christians’  performance.  This  word  of 
judgment  is  to  many  Christians  also  a  word  of 
wooing  away  from  traditional  Christianity  to 
another  faith.  Loyal  American  patriots,  who 
themselves  fought  in  wars  for  their  country, 
find  it  difficult  to  understand  how  readily  the 
churches  can  muster  support  for  military  con¬ 
cerns  during  a  war  but  rarely  act  significantly 
for  the  causes  of  peace  beyond  a  casual,  senti¬ 
mental  reference  to  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Others 
ponder  such  ironies  as  a  large  metropolitan 
church  boasting  its  corps  of  missionaries  in  Af¬ 
rica  but  refusing  membership  and  even  fellow¬ 
ship  inside  its  walls  to  Negroes  living  in  the 
same  block  of  the  street  with  the  church. 

Both  at  home  and  abroad  ears  are  deafened 
to  the  Christian  proclamation  of  brotherhood  in 
Christ  by  the  churches’  practice  of  race  segrega¬ 
tion.  One  Christian  missionary  tells  of  being 
challenged  in  Africa  by  a  Muslim  who  inter¬ 
rupted  the  Christian’s  sermon  to  say  to  the 
audience,  “Why  do  we  listen  to  this  man?  If 
we  were  to  join  his  church  and  go  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  we  could  not  worship  with  him  in  the  very 
church  that  pays  him  to  come  out  here  and 
preach.  We  might  become  Christians  but  we 
would  be  black  Christians!” 

Other  hitherto  Christians  recoil  from  the 
widespread  contentment  of  Christians  in  the 


West  with  knowledge  of  things  occidental. 
While  preaching  Christ  to  be  the  Light  of  the 
world  they  do  not  care  to  see  what  he  illumi¬ 
nates  in  the  cultures  of  Asia  and  Africa.  The 
fartherest  thing  from  their  imagination  is  the 
thought  that  Christ  might  possibly  have  some 
contribution  to  make  to  His  Church  from  the 
art,  music  and  literature  of  non-Western  peo¬ 
ples.  Ignorance  of  and  lack  of  appreciation  for 
all  of  this  world  hardly  inspires  confidence  in 
our  knowledge  of  and  claims  for  matters  eternal. 

The  lack  of  zeal  for  peace,  the  unpracticed 
ideals  of  Christian  brotherhood  and  haughty 
contentment  with  limited  knowledge  turn  many 
a  nominal  Christian  to  another  faith  and  to  an¬ 
other  gospel,  hoping  for  some  good  news  in 
deed  and  not  in  word  only.  It  is  precisely  to 
these  defects  in  everyday  Christianity  that  the 
message  of  the  militant  non-Christian  religions 
is  addressed. 

The  challenge  of  these  other  faiths  has  put 
Christians  in  a  missionary  situation  whether 
they  like  it  or  not  and  is  compelling  us  to  in¬ 
quire  afresh  what  is  that  distinctively  Christian 
factor  in  our  faith  and  whether  that  factor  in¬ 
volves  us  in  a  missionary  witness  to  the  world 
both  near  and  far  away.  To  this  extent,  the 
earnest  Christian  can  be  genuinely  thankful  for 
the  missionary  outreach  of  the  revitalized  re¬ 
ligions  of  the  world.  In  recent  years  the  Chris¬ 
tian  laity  has  been  given  all  to  little  motivation 
to  inquire  into  the  centralities  of  the  Christian 
faith,  and  this  generalized  ignorance  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  contributed  no  little  to  the  generous 
reception  which  the  other  faiths  have  received 
from  us. 

Missionaries  of  these  other  religions  report 
that  they  have  little  occasion  to  construct  con¬ 
vincing  arguments  against  Christianity  for  the 
full  conversion  of  their  inquirers.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  all  converts  from  Christianity  are 
uninformed.  One  of  the  strongest  arguments 
against  embracing  Christian  faith  is  the  very 
nature  of  the  Christian  Gospel  itself.  It  does 
indeed  repel  the  natural  generosity  and  stagger 
cultivated  imagination  to  be  told  that  our  pres¬ 
ent  and  eternal  salvation  consists  in  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  alone.  But  unfortunately  it  is  just 
this  repulsive  fact  with  all  of  its  implications 
which  has  been  conspicuously  absent  from  so 
much  Protestant  preaching  and  instruction.  In 
the  language  of  the  campus,  Christian  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  have  confused  “pepping  up” 
and  “wising  up”  for  “shaking  up.” 

In  the  presence  of  the  appeals  of  Hinduism, 
Buddhism  and  Islam  and  in  the  acknowledged 
condition  of  impoverishment,  we  Christians  are 
made  to  ask,  Is  there  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  is  there  salvation  elsewhere?  If  there  is 
salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  and  in  him  alone,  to 
assess  another  religion  and  state  its  relation  to 
Christianity,  we  need  only  to  ask,  Does  this  re¬ 
ligion  have  Jesus  Christ?  We  need  no  longer 
quibble  whether  there  is  among  devotees  of 
non-Christian  faiths  a  religious  experience  as 
rich  and  satisfying  as  Christian  experience  for 
it  is  not  religious  experience  that  saves,  but 
Jesus  Christ. 

If  we  take  the  Bible  as  our  norm,  a  corollary 
to  the  affirmation  that  Jesus  alone  saves  is  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  responsibility  imposed  by  His 
having  committed  unto  us  the  ministry  of  His 
salvation.  The  world  for  which  He  died  and 
which  is  therefore  now  already  His,  is  the  world 
to  which  we  are  sent  with  the  ministry  of  good 
news  and  good  services.  That  world  presently 
exists  where  His  Name  has  not  been  heard — 
which  is  to  say,  whether  we  go  or  stay,  we  are 
in  a  missionary  situation  with  a  missionary  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  coming 
to  our  shores  of  people  of  other  faiths,  for  now 
the  greatest  and  the  least,  the  eldest  and  the 
youngest,  the  foremost  and  the  remotest  Chris¬ 
tian  is  confronted  with  an  opportunity  to  call 
from  the  peoples  of  the  earth  some  representa¬ 
tives  into  the  family  of  Christ. 

This  article  was  prepared  in  behalf  of  the 
18th  Ecumenical  Student  Conference  on  the 
Christian  World  Mission  which  will  meet  at 
Ohio  University,  Athens,  Ohio  on  December  27, 
1959  to  January  2,  1960.  The  Conference  is 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  World  Mis¬ 
sion  (formerly  the  Student  Volunteer  Move¬ 
ment)  of  the  National  Student  Christian  Fed¬ 
eration. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


DOES  IT  PAY  TO  BE  GOOD? 

\ 

This  is  a  question  which  I  venture  to  think* has  been  asked  at 
some  time  by  every  adult  person. 

Perhaps  like  Job  we  have  considered  the  seenfengly  undeserved 
calamities  which  have  befallen  us  and  have  concluded:  “It  profiteth 
a  man  nothing  that  he  should  delight  himself  with  God.”  Or  it  may 
be  that  the  apparent  good  fortune  of  the  ungodly  has  stirred  us  to 
ask  with  Jeremiah:  “Wherefore  doth  the  way  of  the  wicked  prosper?” 
Or  more  likely  it  has  been  at  the  moment  we  felt  the  tug  of  tempta¬ 
tion  that  we  have  asked,  “Does  it  pay  to  be  good?” 

Since  it  is  a  question  prompted  by  our  weaker  moods,  perhaps 
the  first  point  to  be  raised  is — Is  it  proper  to  ask  whether  goodness 
pays?  Does  not  the  very  nature  of  goodness  derive  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  done  without  thought  of  reward?  Does  not  the  incentive  of 
profit  seem  contrary  to  the  general  content  of  Jesus’  teaching? 

Yet,  strangely  enough,  Jesus,  the  preacher  of  disinterested  love, 
talked  very  frequently  of  rewards.  His  promises  form  a  quite  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  His  Gospel.  The  subtle  paradox  of  Jesus’  posi¬ 
tion  shows  itself  in  the  way  He  links  the  call  for  uncalculating  service 
with  expectation  of  reward.  “If  ye  lend  to  them  of  whom  ye  hope 
to  receive,  what  thanks  have  ye?  Even  sinners  lend  to  sinners,  to 
receive  again  as  much.  But  love  your  enemies  and  do  them  good, 
never  despairing,  and  your  reward  shall  be  great.” 

Again*  and  again  in  the  Gospels  occur  our  Lord’s  references  to 
rewards  and  profits.  Certainly  it  would  seem  clear  that  there  is  a 
legitimate  place  for  the  factor  of  reward  in  the  following  of  Christ. 
And  the  reason  is  not  hard  to  find.  Vital  human  effort  cannot  be 
sustained  without  the  feeling  that  the  work  done  is  worthwhile. 
Every  sane  person  wants  to  know  whether  his  effort  and  sacrifice 
have  value  to  someone,  somewhere.  A  Livingston  in  Africa,  a  painter 
at  his  canvas,  a  digger  in  the  ditch,  a  salesman  at  the  counter  are 
spurred  on  only  if  they  feel  their  work  counts  for  something. 

Knowing  this  innate  desire  of  men,  Jesus  used  it  in  His  appeal 
for  great  tasks  and  heavy  sacrifices.  He  summoned  His  followers  to 
the  service  of  a  Heavenly  Father  whom  He  portrayed  as  more  eager 
than  an  earthly  parent  to  reward  His  children,  a  Father  who  is  such 
a  faithful  Guarantor  of  values  that  those  who  serve  Him  should  be 
“steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord 
forasmuch  as  they  know  their  labor  is  not  vain  in  the  Lord.” 

But  Jesus  would  have  men  avoid  the  calculating  attitude  which 
keeps  the  eye  on  the  personal  reward  and  kills  the  spirit  of  loving 
service.  Hence  when  He  promised  rewards,  He  added  the  enigmatic 
word,  “But  many  that  are  first  shall  be  last,  and  the  last  shall  be 
first.”  This  world,  as  Jesus  pictured  it,  is  not  a  factory  wherein  the 
wage  agreements  are  all  signed  in  advance  and  God  gives  pay  en¬ 
velopes  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

The  rewards  of  goodness  cannot  be  mathematically  computed.  But 
this  fact  makes  for  a  worthier  spirit  of  faith  and  love,  which  is  in 
itself  one  reward  of  goodness.  If  the  payments  for  virtue  could  be 
calculated,  life  would  no  more  develop  one’s  faith  than  operating  an 
adding  machine  develops  one’s  mathematical  skill.  There  could  be 
no  true  love  in  a  cut-and-dried  world  where  rewards  were  guaranteed. 
Mother  love  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  if  it  measured  its 
care  of  children  by  calculating  what  they  can  do  in  return  when  they 
grow  up. 

An  Iowa  father  raised  a  son  and  sent  him  through  college.  Shortly 
after  graduation  the  boy  died.  The  father,  though  grief-stricken,  did 
not  bemoan  the  loss  of  his  investment.  He  said,  “My  son  paid  me 
back  in  love  far  more  than  he  cost  me  in  money." 

Does  it  pay  to  be  good?  Yes,  if  we  rightly  define  goodness.  To 
be  good  is  not  to  keep  a  set  of  rules  but  to  keep  a  spirit  of  love  for 
the  best  we  know.  To  be  good  is  to  follow  the  road  which  leads  to 
even  larger,  less  selfish  interests  and  to  ever  higher,  less  animal  im¬ 
pulses.  Goodness  is  a  road  rather  than  a  pattern,  and  every  turn  of 
the  road  reveals  the  more  that  we  may  become.  Higher  ideals,  clean¬ 
er  fun,  more  sincere  friendships,  the  kind  of  self-respect  one  can 
sleep  with— these  are  some  of  the  ways  that  goodness  pays. 

At  this  anniversary  of  Columbus’  discovery  of  America,  we  might 
remember  the  old  saying,  “Those  who  came  to  America  for  gold  soon 
left;  those  who  came  for  God  laid  the  foundations  of  our  nation.” 
Somewhere  in  God’s  providence  they  have  their  reward. 


"I  appreciate  the  way  you've  persuaded  so  many 
members  to  tithe,  Jones.  Someday  I  hope  you'll  try 
it  yourself." 


The 


Layman’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  White  Harvest 

The  other  evening  I  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  drive  to  a  small  community 
located  in  the  broad,  rich  river  bot¬ 
tom  land  that  extends  across  the 
eastern  side  of  Arkansas.  In  the 
growing  darkness  the  cotton  gins 
were  lighted  and  humming.  Dozens 
of  vehicles  stood  waiting  for  their 
turn  to  go  under  the  suction  pipe 
that  draws  the  cotton  up  into  the 
machinery  for  the  separation  of  the 
lint  from  the  seed.  Every  convey¬ 
ance,  whether  large  or  small,  was 
piled  high  with  snow-white  cotton 
picked  from  the  fields  that  day. 

The  scene  just  described  is  pretty 
old  stuff  to  many  readers  of  this 
column.  Many  of  them  have  been 
so  much  a  part  of  it  that  they  won¬ 
der  why  a  “town  boy”  is  impressed 
by  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  anyone  to  be  so  close  to 
his  job  in  the  cotton  business  that 
he  cannot  see  the  beauty  and  the 
interest  in  it.  Sometimes  we  can’t 
see  the  forest  for  the  trees.  And  in 
the  same  manner  we  often  work  so 
closely  with  these  humble  people 
who  are  an  important  part  of 
southern  agriculture  that  we  over¬ 
look  the  spiritual  aspects  of  their 
presence.  The  thousands  of  mig¬ 
rant  Latin- American  workers  in 
our  country  are  a  challenge  to  us. 
They,  also,  are  a  field;  this  time  a 
field  like  those  the  Master  was 
talking  about.  Maybe  we  do  not 
realize  that  there  are  many  of  these 
strange  people  living  among  us  for 
several  weeks  who  do  not  know 
about  Jesus  and  His  atoning  death 
of  our  sins.  They  are  fields  also, 
white  unto  the  harvest,  because 
they,  too,  have  little,  if  any,  idea  of 


the  true  meaning  of  God  s  love. 
And  because  many  are  required  to 
work  on  Sunday  in  order  to  hold 
their  jobs,  these  children  of  God 
have  little  opportunity  to  learn,  or 
to  lead  their  children  in  the  ways 
of  Christianity. 

The  harvest  time  of  the  year  is 
not  the  only  time  when  people 
need  Christ.  It  only  points  up  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  He  talked 
about  the  fields  being  white.  In 
that  country  where  He  walked  and 
taught,  the  wheat  harvest  is  on  in 
full  blast  in  July.  We  travelled 
through  the  Plains  of  Moab  in  early 
July  of  this  year.  We  saw  many 
fields  that  were  white,  because 
those  people  must  wait  until  the 
wheat  is  “Dead  ripe”  before  they 
can  thresh  it  by  the  primitive 
means  that  they  must  use.  At  this 
stage  of  its  growth,  the  crop  is  most 
likely  to  be  damaged  by  winds, 
rain,  or  by  roving  herds  of  goats  or 
sheep  that  have  strayed  from  their 
herdsmen.  That  must  have  been 
why  Jesus  told  His  followers  that 
the  fields  of  human  souls  were  ripe 
for  harvest.  Because  all  over  the 
world  the  need  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  seems  to  be  growing  more 
pointed.  Our  present  force  of  mis¬ 
sions  cannot  cope  with  these  forces 
as  we  might  hope,  because  the  pop¬ 
ulation  is  growing  faster  than  our 
mission  work  is  growing.  God  still 
is  badly  in  need  of  more  harvest 
hands,  both  at  home  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  world.  Has  He 
been  knocking  at  the  door  of  your 
heart,  asking  that  you  give  your 
means  or  your  influence,  or  per¬ 
haps  your  life?  If  He  has,  please 
listen  and  try  to  do  what  He  is  ask¬ 
ing  you  to  do. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  October  25,  1959:  UNDAUNTED  WITNESSES 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  4.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS  4:1-14. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Whether  it  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  listen  to 
you  rather  than  God,  you  must  judge;  for  we  cannot  but  speak  of  what  we 
have  seen  and  heard.  Acts  4:19-20.  (RSV) 


Today  we  study  the  4th  lesson  in  Unit  X 
which  carries  the  general  subject,  “Christian 
Witness.”  Quite  appropriately  today’s  lesson, 
“Undaunted  Witnesses”  comes  under  this  gen¬ 
eral  subject. 

Last  Sunday  we  studied  the  healing,  at  the 
Gate  Beautiful  in  the  Temple,  of  the  man  lame 
from  his  birth.  Peter  and  John  were  going  to  a 
3:00  o’clock  prayer  meeting  at  the  Temple.  As 
they  were  about  to  enter  Temple,  the  lame  man 
asked  them  for  alms.  The  apostles  did  not  have 
money  with  them  but  they  did  have  something 
the  lame  man  needed  more  than  money.  At  the 
hands  of  the  apostles,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  he 
received  healing  and  entered  the  porch  of  Solo¬ 
mon  with  them. 

A  great  crowd  immediately  gathered.  The 
people  were  astounded  to  see  the  lame  man 
“walking  and  leaping  and  praising  God.”  As 
was  his  custom,  when  such  opportunities  came, 
Peter  used  the  occasion,  through  a  sermon,  to 
give  testimony  to  the  power  of  the  risen  Christ 
and  to  rebuke  the  Jews  who  had  brought  about 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus. 

Enemies  of  Christ  Still  Active 

The  miracle  and  sermon  both  took  place  at 
the  Temple  which  was  in  charge  of  and  under 
the  control  of  high  Jewish  authorities.  In  view 
of  the  commotion  caused  in  the  Temple  by  the 
miracle  and  sermon,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  Temple  authorities  appeared  on  the  scene. 
It  is  at  this  point,  in  this  incident,  that  today’s 
lesson  begins. 

The  priests  and  the  captain  of  the  Temple 
and  the  Sadducees  all  appeared  on  the  scene. 
Since  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  assemble  the 
Sanhedrin,  the  apostles  were  arrested  and  held 
as  prisoners  until  the  following  day. 

This  is  the  first  opposition  to  the  Christian 
movement  by  the  Jewish  authorities.  It  was 
the  first  of  many  examples  of  hostility  toward 
the  Christian  movement  by  the  Jewish  church 
recorded  in  the  Book  of  Acts.  In  reading  the 
Book  of  Acts  we  will  discover  that  it  is  not  only 
a  record  of  the  development  of  the  early  church, 
it  is  a  defense  of  that  movement.  There  are 
those  who  think  that  Theopholis,  to  whom  Luke 
addressed  this  second  letter,  was  a  Roman  of¬ 
ficial.  Some  think  that  Luke  was  taking  pains 
to  show  Theopholis  that  wherever  there  was 
trouble  in  connection  with  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment,  it  was  the  Jews  who  caused  the  trouble. 
He  was  showing,  also,  that  wherever  the  Chris¬ 
tian  movement  clashed  with  constituted  authori¬ 
ties,  it  was  Jewish  authorities  and  not  the  Rom¬ 
an  government. 

On  the  next  day  after  the  arrest  of  Peter  and 
John,  they  were  brought  before  an  awe-inspir¬ 
ing  assembly  of  Jewish  authorities,  presided 
over  by  Annas  the  high  priest  and  Caiaphas,  the 
same  Jewish  leaders  who  presided  over  the 
Sanhedrin  at  the  time  Jesus  was  condemned  to 
death  by  the  Jews. 

The  nature  of  the  assembly  indicates  the  im¬ 
portance  the  Jewish  leaders  attached  to  the  oc¬ 
casion.  With  the  death  of  Jesus,  these  Jewish 
leaders  had  expected  the  Christian  movement 
to  collapse.  Now  they  seemed  to  be  right  back 
where  they  were  before  Jesus  was  crucified. 

Followers  of  Jesus  were  in  the  Temple 
preaching  that  Christ  had  risen  from  the  dead. 
They  were  openly  condemning  Jewish  leaders 
as  murderers  of  Jesus.  They  were  performing 
miracles  in  the  Temple  in  the  name  of  Christ 
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and  the  multitudes,  to  the  number  of  five  thou¬ 
sand,  believed  what  they  were  preaching.  The 
healed  man  was  convincing  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  words  they  spoke.  The  apostles 
had  been  arrested  for  the  same  reason  Jesus  was 
arrested;  they  preached  the  resurrection  and 
defied  constituted  Jewish  authority.  If  Christ 
did  rise  from  the  dead  and  His  disciples  were 
able  to  perform  miracles  in  His  name,  then  the 
whole  course  the  Temple  authorities  had  fol¬ 
lowed  in  having  Him  crucified  was  wrong.  The 
situation  was  just  that  critical  for  the  Temple 
authorities. 

Trying  To  Kill  Truth  By  Stopping  Mouths 
Of  Witnesses 

The  only  way  some  know  to  fight  the  truth 
is  to  still  the  witnesses.  When  Jesus  continued 
His  testimony  in  the  face  of  the  threats  of  the 
Jewish  leaders,  their  only  recourse  was  to  kill 
Him.  When  Stephen  delivered  his  witness  of 
Christ  in  the  face  of  angry  Jewish  leaders,  the 
only  answer  they  had  was  to  stone  him  to  death. 
When  Paul  continued  to  preach  the  resurrection, 
the  only  defense  the  Jewish  leaders  had  was  to 
put  him  in  prison,  beat  him  with  rods  or  stone 
him  until  he  lost  consciousness  and  they  thought 
him  dead. 

It  is  not  surprising  to  find  the  Jewish  hier¬ 
archy  following  this  pattern  in  dealing  with 
Peter  and  John.  They  first  imprisoned  them 
and  then  brought  them  before  the  highest  body 
of  Jewish  authority  and  “commanded  them  not 
to  speak  at  all  nor  teach  in  the  name  of  Jesus.” 

Peter  The  Spokesman  Witnesses  Again 

On  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  when  the  crowds 
gathered,  it  was  Peter  who  used  the  occasion  to 
witness  for  Christ  and  proclaim  His  resurrec¬ 
tion.  He  spoke  his  mind  also  about  the  Jews 
who  had  caused  His  death.  When  the  crowds 
gathered  about  the  Temple  when  the  lame  man 
was  healed,  Peter  saw  another  opportunity  to 
witness  for  Christ,  declare  the  fact  of  His  resur¬ 
rection  and  condemn  those  who  killed  Him. 

So  it  was  on  this  occasion.  When  Peter 
found  himself  in  the  presence  of  this  august 
body  presided  over  by  the  very  people  who  had 
condemned  Jesus  to  death,  “filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit”  he  repeated  his  two  former  sermons 
and  declared  that  God  had  raised  Jesus  up  from 
the  dead  after  he  had  been  crucified  as  a  result 
of  the  action  of  the  very  people  to  whom  he  was 
speaking.  He  declared,  also,  that  the  lame  man 
was  healed  through  the  power  of  the  risen 
Christ. 

Peter  and  John  were  supposed  to  be  prison¬ 
ers  before  the  court  of  the  Sanhedrin.  Instead 
of  acting  like  prisoners,  Peter  took  the  role  of 
prosecutor  and  condemned  the  very  people  who 
thought  they  had  assembled  to  condemn  and 
silence  him. 

Life  Musi  Be  Governed  By  Moral  Convictions 

Verses  of  Acts  4,  following  our  lesson  tell  us, 
as  indicated  above,  that  Peter  and  John  were 
commanded  to  cease  preaching  or  teaching  in 
the  name  of  Jesus.  Such  a  command  from  the 
Sanhedrin  represented  the  highest  authority  in 
Jewish  life.  Theoretically  it  was  the  final  word 
in  Jewish  courts  of  authority  and  was  equivo- 
lent  to  the  command  of  a  dictator. 

What  must  have  been  the  astonishment  of 
these  Jewish  overlords  when  Peter  replied  to 
their  command  in  the  words  of  our  Memory  Se¬ 
lection.  “Whether  it  is  right  in  the  sight  of 
God  to  listen  to  you  rather  than  God,  you  must 


judge;  for  we  cannot  but  speak  of  what  we  have 
seen  and  heard.” 

Here  these  Jewish  leaders  were  up  against 
a  new  power,  born  of  a  conviction  of  conscience, 
with  which  they  were  unable  to  cope.  The 
worst  that  they  could  do  in  the  face  of  such 
courage  and  conviction  was  to  “further  threaten 
them”  and  let  them  go.  They  faced  the  same 
situation  here  that  they  faced  in  their  plans  to 
destroy  Jesus.  They  feared  the  great  throng  of 
people  gathered  about  who  believed  the  words 
of  the  apostles  and  had  seen  the  miracle  they 
had  worked. 

Our  actions  must  be  governed  by  our  con¬ 
victions  or  we  betray  our  better  selves.  We 
cannot  believe  one  thing  and  allow  our  lives  to 
follow  another  pattern  and  have  proper  respect 
for  ourselves. 

What  Witnessing  Meant  In  The  Early  Church 

It  has  not  been  long  since  it  was  a  common 
custom  in  the  Methodist  Church  to  have  testi¬ 
monial  meetings  at  which  time  our  people  were 
asked  to  speak  as  witnesses  for  Christ.  Such 
meetings  were  interesting  and  helpful. 

It  was  not  meetings  of  this  character  that 
Jesus  had  in  mind  when  he  commanded  the 
apostles  to  be  witnesses  for  him  in  their  day. 
They  were  not  called  upon  to  speak  their  peace 
amid  the  congenial,  friendly  atmosphere  of  a 
religious  service.  For  the  early  church,  witness¬ 
ing  for  Christ  might  mean  to  stand  in  the  midst 
of  an  angry,  murderous  mob  and  give  testimony 
of  faith  in  a  risen  Christ  as  did  Stephen.  Wit¬ 
nessing  for  Christ  then  might  mean  a  choice  be¬ 
tween  denying  faith  in  Christ  or  fighting  wild 
beasts  in  an  arena  for  the  amusement  of  the 
populace. 

Our  witness  for  Christ  today  requires  con¬ 
viction  of  conscience  and  courage  to  stand  for 
the  right  in  the  face  of  unfriendly  public  opin¬ 
ion.  However  it  seldom  involves  physical  dan¬ 
ger,  at  least  in  the  more  civilized  nations. 

Rejecting  Only  Hope  of  Salvation 

Peter  and  John  had  the  courage  to  tell  the 
Sanhedrin  that  the  Jews,  in  rejecting  Christ, 
were  rejecting  the  only  hope  of  real  salvation. 
They  declared  that  Christ,  who  had  been  reject¬ 
ed  by  the  Jewish  leaders,  was  the  cornerstone 
for  the  building  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  There 
was  no  hope  for  humanity  from  any  other 
source. 

It  took  undaunted  courage  to  make  a  state¬ 
ment  of  this  character  to  the  Jewish  leaders. 
They  were  being  told  that  they,  not  only  re¬ 
jected  the  one  hope  of  salvation  but  that  they 
had  attempted  even  to  destroy  that  hope. 

They  Had  Been  With  Jesus 

When  these  two  unlettered  fishermen  were 
able  to  confound  the  scholarly  group  which 
made  up  the  Sanhedrin,  it  was  quite  natural 
that  these  learned  men  would  try  to  find  the 
reason  for  such  an  amazing  accomplishment. 
The  only  reason  they  could  find  was  the  fact 
that  these  disciples  “had  been  with  Jesus.” 

This  was  a  very  striking  situation.  The 
members  of  the  Sanhedrin  were  rich  in  power, 
prestige,  authority  and  some  of  them  were  rich 
in  material  possessions.  They  stood  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  “of  Peter  and  John,  and  perceived  that 
they  are  ignorant  men”  whose  only  claim  to 
distinction  was  the  fact  that  they  were  “filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.”  The  fact  that  the  apostles 
had  been  associated  with  the  Man  they  had 
caused  to  be  crucified  was  the  only  reason  they 
could  think  of  to  account  for  their  wisdom, 
courage  and  high  purposes.  It  must  have  been 
a  disconcerting  experience  for  members  of  the 
Sanhedrin.  It  should  have  caused  them  to  ask 
themselves  some  pointed  questions.  As  people 
watch  our  lives,  how  do  they  try  to  account  for 
our  manner  of  living. 

Fads  Are  Stubborn  Things 

“Facts  are  stubborn  things,”  is  a  statement 
found  in  writings  as  far  back  as  the  17th  cen¬ 
tury.  The  fact  that  "Facts  are  stubborn  things,” 
was  discovered  long  before  it  was  stated  in  so 
many  words. 

The  Sanhedrin  discovered  it  when  they  want¬ 
ed  so  much  to  discredit  and  condemn  the  action 
of  Peter  and  John  in  healing  the  lame  man. 
However,  “beholding  the  man  that  was  healed 
standing  with  them,  they  could  say  nothing 
against  it.” 

It  is  possible  for  us  to  bear  witness  for  Christ 
in  such  a  convincing  manner  that  the  mouths  of 
the  enemies  of  Jesus  will  be  stopped. 
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REV.  ROBERT  B.  CRICHLOW,  pastor  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bogalusa,  was  elected  president  of  the  Bogalusa 
Kiwanis  Club  for  1960. 

BUSTER  CROWLEY,  Juvenile  Probation  Offi¬ 
cer  for  Ouachita  Parish,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  Monday  night,  September 
21.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CHILDREN  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Wilkerson 
presented  a  Brass  Altar  Cross  to  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  their  mother  and  aunt,  Mrs.  Martha 
Stephens.  Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer  is  the  pastor. 

BISHOP  MARVIN  a.  FRANKLIN  of  the  Jack- 
son  Area  of  The  Methodist  Church,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Festival  of  Christian  Faith  and 
Witness  held  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  in 
New  Orleans  Sunday  afternoon,  October  11. 

DR.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  guest  evangelist 
in  revival  services  held  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  October 
11-15.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  J.  W.  QUAID,  father  of  Rev.  Cleburne  W. 

Quaid  pastor  of  Simpson  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  Simp¬ 
son  Church  on  Sunday,  October  4.  The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Quaid  were  visitors  in  their  son’s 
home. 

DR.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
Kaplan  and  Indian  Bayou  Methodist  Churches  on 
Sunday,  September  27.  Dr.  Cooke  was  the  week¬ 
end  guest  of  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  B.  McCann. 

A  RECEPTION,  honoring  the  new  members 
of  the  church  who  have  joined  the  church 
since  June,  was  held  on  Sunday  night,  October 
11,  following  the  evening  worship  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Minden.  This  reception 
was  sponsored  by  the  commission  on  Membership 
and  Evangelism.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  the 
pastor. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  ED  BLEVINS,  of  Lake  Charles, 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniver¬ 
sary  on  September  26.  They  were  ,  honored  at  a 
reception,  given  by  their  children  and  attended 
by  many  friends  from  the  University  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles  and  the  community.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Blevins  formerly  lived  in  Urania  before 
moving  to  Lake  Charles. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  MISSIONS  of  the  Al¬ 
giers  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  spon¬ 
sored  a  Missionary  Rally  at  the  church  Sunday 
night,  October  4.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Elliott  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Rawls  showed  slides  of  their 
recent  trip  to  the  Orient.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
attended  the  Rally.  O.  K.  Lablanc  is  chairman 
of  the  Commission  and  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  R.  H.  JAMIESON,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  was  named  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  DeRidder  Ministerial  Alliance  when 
the  group  met  for  the  annual  election  of  officers 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  September  8.  Other  of¬ 
ficers  elected  were  Rev.  W.  E.  Carruth,  pastor 
of  First  Nazarene  Church,  vice-president;  and 
Rev.  Thomas  Wade,  Episcopal  minister,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 


REV.  DOUGLAS  L.  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the 
Mansfield  Methodist  Church,  was  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City,  October 
4-9.  Services  were  held  daily  at  9:30  a.m.  and 
7:30  p.m.,  and  a  Men’s  Breakfast  was  held  on 
Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  at  6:30.  Harold 
Ramsey  was  director  of  music  for  the  services. 
Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  is  the  pastor. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  ORGANIZATION  of 
the  Franklin  Methodist  Church  held  its  first 
fall  meeting  September  16.  Thirty-eight  members 
enjoyed  a  delicious  supper.  Guy  Watkins  of  New 
Iberia  was  the  speaker.  Officers  for  the  organi¬ 
zation  include:  William  Hewitt,  president;  James 
Ducote,  vice-president;  and  Doyle  Coffelt,  treas¬ 
urer.  These  officers  have  planned  sessions  which 
will  insure  programs  of  inspiration,  fellowship, 
and  service.  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  HARRY  DON  GUYNES,  a  native  Shreve- 
porter  and  a  graduate  of  Centenary  College, 
became  director  of  religious  activities  on  the 
local  campus  at  the  start  of  the  fall  semester.  He 
replaced  Rev.  James  A.  McLean,  former  pastor 
of  the  Barksdale  Methodist  Church,  who  held 
the  position  of  director  of  religious  activities  un¬ 
til  his  recent  resignation  to  do  advanced  studies 
in  art.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Guynes  will  also  serve  as 
instructor  in  Bible. 

YOUNG  AND  KAY  LEE,  a  Korean  couple,  who 
are  students  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  were  guest  speakers  of  The  Wesley 
Bible  Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
Ridder,  Sunday  morning,  September  6.  Mr.  Lee 
spoke  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
church  and  Mrs.  Lee  sang.  These  young  people 
are  preparing  themselves  to  go  back  to  Korea 
as  religious  workers.  Rev.  R.  H.  Jamieson  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MEETING  for  the  first  time  this  fall,  the  New 
Orleans  District  Parsonettes  entertained  at  a 
coffee  tour  of  two  homes  and  a  luncheon.  The 
coffee  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Hines,  and  the  second  home  visited  was  that  of 
Mrs.  Jacob  Morrison.  The  luncheon  was  held  at 
the  View  Carre  Center.  Receiving  with  the  hos¬ 
tesses  at  both  homes  were  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rickey, 
president  of  the  group,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Foreman,  Mrs. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon  and  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Barksdale. 

DR.  W.  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  speaker  for  the  first  “Church  Nite”  service 
of  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Sunday  evening,  October  11.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  was  held  at  6:00  p.m.,  followed 
by  interest  group  meetings  which  included  mov¬ 
ies  and  games  for  the  children;  MYF  for  the 
youth;  and  Dr.  Trice  speaking  to  the  adults  on 
“The  Methodist  Church  Today.”  The  closing 
worship  period  was  held  at  8:00  p.m.  Rev.  James 
E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RALPH  NEWELL,  JR.,  former  choir  director 
of  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  was  honored  at 
a  reception  given  by  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pastor,  and 
members  of  the  church  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  church  on  Sunday  night,  September  27. 
Members  of  the  church  choir  presented  Mr.  New¬ 
ell  with  a  gift.  Mrs.  George  Willis  was  also  wel¬ 
comed  at  the  reception  as  the  new  choir  director. 
She  will  be  with  the  Bethel  Church  through 
Christmas,  directing  special  Christmas  music. 
Mrs.  Willis  was  choir  director  at  Gretna  for 
several  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Black- 
water  Methodist  Church. 

TEACHERS  of  the  Mooringsport  Methodist 
Church  were  honored  at  the  monthly  Family 
Night  dinner  meeting  of  the  church  on  Thursday, 
September  24.  The  dinner  was  held  in  the  Edu¬ 


cational  Building  of  the  church.  Also  guests  for 
the  evening  were  Arthur  Layton,  postmaster  of 
the  Shreveport  Post  Office,  and  Sam  Burleson 
with  the  Public  Relation  Department  of  the  Post 
Office.  After  the  dinner  Mr.  Layton  and  Mr. 
Burleson  showed  the  film  ‘The  World’s  Most 
Mechanized  Post  Office.”  The  meeting  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  those  present.  Rev.  Troy  Garrett  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROBERT  C.  CARTER,  pastor  of  the  Cal¬ 
houn  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  at  the 
Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches, 
September  14  through  September  20.  Otis  Wilk¬ 
erson,  Mrs.  John  Wilkerson,  Mrs.  Clyde  Waters 
and  Mrs.  Wayne  Wilkerson  provided  the  music 
for  the  services.  Sunday  School  Promotion  pro¬ 
gram  was  held  at  the  evening  worship  service 
of  the  church  Sunday,  September  27,  with  each 
department  participating.  Certificates  of  promo¬ 
tion  were  given  out  by  the  Sunday  School  Su¬ 
perintendent,  A.  W.  Hilton,  and  then  all  officers 
and  teachers  were  called  to  the  altar  for  a 
dedicatory  prayer  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  M. 
Sawyer. 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN,  retired  member  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference,  was  the  main  speak¬ 
er  when  the  Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  held  “Roundup  Night”  at  the  church 
Wednesday  night,  September  23.  The  church 
lawn  was  decorated  as  a  western  ranch  as  mem¬ 
bers  and  guests  gathered  around  a  real  “chuck 
wagon”  for  the  evening  meal.  Those  attending 
wore  western  attire.  A  parade  preceded  the 
chuck  wagon  supper  with  cowboys  and  cowgirls 
leading  visitors  to  the  church.  The  affair  was 
planned  to  roundup  members  and  prospective 
members  for  an  old  time  “camp  meeting”  which 
began  on  September  24  and  continued  through 
October  4.  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  RALLY  DAY  was  observed 
at  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
September  27.  Mrs.  George  McDonald,  Church 
School  Superintendent,  gave  details  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  members  present  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service.  There  was  a  skit  presented  by  Miss 
Lynette  Kleinpeter,  Miss  Cherry  Jones,  Pat 
Thomas,  Barry  Smith  and  Mrs.  McDonald.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Education,  Mrs. 
Olive  Campbell,  called  forth  the  teachers  of  all 
classes  to  participate  in  the  Roll  Call  and  Pro¬ 
motion.  The  Bethel  Church  has  secured  an  ex¬ 
cellent  group  of  officers  and  teachers,  according 
to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Ted  J.  Smith.  The  teachers 
were  dedicated  during  this  service.  Ralph  New¬ 
ell,  Jr.,  was  choir  director  for  this  special  Church 
School  program. 

EV.  KARL  WOOD,  pastor  of  the  Kentwood 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  for  re¬ 
vival  services  at  the  Livingston  Methodist  Church 
September  14-20.  Rev.  Glendon  Messer  preached 
on  Friday  night  during  the  services.  Homecoming 
was  held  on  Sunday,  September  20.  Rev.  John 
Bonds,  pastor  of  the  Livingston  Church  reports 
that  the  following  teachers  and  assistant  teach¬ 
ers,  have  been  selected  for  the  coming  year: 
Beginners,  Mrs.  Willard  Hill,  Mrs.  Ire  Johnson; 
Primary,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bonds,  Mrs.  Alton  Sibley; 
Juniors,  Mrs.  Ida  Watts,  Mrs.  Arthur  Ware;  In¬ 
termediates,  Fuqua  Sibley,  Miss  Amy  Sibley; 
Youth  Department,  Mrs.  James  I.  Magee,  Lester 
McLinn;  Adult,  Mrs.  Paul  Sibley,  Mrs.  Willie 
Higginbotham.  Promotion  Day  was  held  on  Sun¬ 
day,  September  27. 

HE  NEWEST  Methodist  Church  in  the  New 
Orleans  District  was  formally  organized  on 
Sunday,  September  27,  in  the  Aurora  Gardens 
area  on  the  West  Bank,  by  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey, 
superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 
Ninety  charter  members  compose  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  they  have  chosen  the  name  “Aurora 
Methodist  Church.”  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks,  pastor, 
began  holding  services  in  June  in  a  building 
formerly  occupied  by  a  Presbyterian  Church  and 
located  several  miles  from  the  site  of  the  Aurora 
Church.  There  were  96  in  Sunday  School  on 
September  27,  Charter  Sunday,  and  over  100  in 
the  church  service.  A  beautiful  site  has  been 
purchased  and  paid  for  by  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict.  The  Louisiana  1000  Club  has  given  $9,672. 
to  the  building  of  the  first  unit.  The  architect, 
George  Saunders,  has  begun  work  on  plans  for 
the  initial  building. 
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METHODIST  STUDENT  Ian  Richard  Bonneland  Andersen  of  Banga¬ 
lore,  South  India,  is  shown  above,  at  right,  with  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  College,  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Pledger,  professor  of  Bible 
and  sociology  at  Centenary  College.  Dr.  Pledger,  a  former  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  India,  sponsored  Andersen's  coming  to  Shreveport,  and  the  youth's 
education  is  being  underwritten  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  resident  bishop 
of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  area  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  the  seven 
district  superintendents  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  each  of  whom  is  rais¬ 
ing  $100.  Young  Andersen  is  residing  in  Rotary  Hall,  men's  dormitory  at 
Centenary. 

Indian  Student  Attending  Centenary 
By  Efforts  of  Bishop  Martin  and  Others 

Ian  Richard  Andersen  of  Bangalore,  South  India,  is  attending  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  this  year  through  the  interest  and  effort  of  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin,  resident  bishop  of  the  Arkansas  Louisiana  area  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  district  superintendents  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  youth,  who  will  be  23  years  old  on  Nov.  8,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Andereas  Bonneland  Andersen  and  the  grandson  of  the  late 
Morton  Bonneland  Andersen  of  Horne,  Denmark,  a  missionary  of  the 
Danish  Lutheran  Church  in  India.  - . 


Dr.  Charles  Black 
Speaks  on  Africa 
At  Vivian  Church 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Black,  prominent 
Shreveport  surgeon  and  church 
leader,  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
the  Pierian  Study  Club  of  Vivian, 
October  8,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  an  open 
meeting  in  the  Vivian  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Black,  who  was  part  of  a  14- 
member  world  tour  sponsored  by 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  cen¬ 
tered  his  address  on  Africa,  where 
he  visited  several  years  ago.  He 
showed  slides  from  Zurich,  Switz¬ 
erland  through  Brussels,  Cairo,  the 
Gaza  strip,  and  Athens,  into  Africa. 
His  particular  service  was  concen¬ 
trated  in  Nairobi,  Belgian  Congo, 
and  Nigeria,  where  with  a  team, 
much  needed  surgery,  and  polio 
vaccination  was  performed. 

Dr.  Black  emphasized,  “Only  the 
gospel  of  Christ  can  save  men,  but 
a  concern  for  the  physical  needs  of 
underprivileged  humanity  must  ac¬ 
company  our  proclamation  of  the 
gospel. 

“In  our  visits  to  the  more  primi¬ 
tive  areas  of  the  world,  we  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  mddical 
team  have  developed  a  deep  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  medical  work  being 
done  by  the  various  denominations 
through  their  hospitals,  clinics  and 
welfare  centers. 

“We  wish  that  more  of  our  doc¬ 
tors,  who  are  active  in  their  own 
churches  at  home,  could  visit  these 
mission  stations  in  order  that  their 
appreciation  for  the  work  of  foreign 
missions  would  be  developed.” 

Dr.  Black  in  one  of  his  tours 
abroad  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit 
with  the  world-famed  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  Dr.  Albert  Sweitzer  in  his 
hospital  at  Lambarene. 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  has 
adopted  a  statement  affirming  that 
“nothing  less  than  the  abolition  of 
war  itself”  should  be  the  goal  of 
all  nations.  It  urges  an  indefinite 
suspension  of  all  nuclear  weapons 
testing  and  asks  the  powers  to  seek 
a  treaty  to  cease  all  tests  as  the 
first  step  towards  specific  control 
and  “verified  disarmament.” 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Oct.  11-17  Alcohol  Education  Seminars 
„  .  <4> 

Oct.  12,  13  Wesley  Society,  Wesley 
Foundation,  McNeese  College, 
Lake  Charles 
Oct.  18  Laymen’s  Day 
Oct.  19-20  Conference  and  District 
Staffs  of  Christian  Education, 
Camp  Brewer 

Oct.  20-21  Stewardship  Workshop,  Still¬ 
water,  Okla. 

Oct.  20-22  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
(Evangelism),  Camp  Brewer 
Oct.  23  New  Orleans  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Oct.  25  World  Order  Sunday  (Commis- 
sion  on  World  Peace) 

Oct.  26-28  Christian  Responsibility  on  a 
Changing  Planet  (Local 
Church  CSR) 

Oct.  27-28  Area  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  Workshop,  Alexandria 
Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  1  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers 
Homes 

Nov.  2-5  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Meeting, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 
Nov.  3-8  Methodist  Conference  on 
Christian  Education,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio. 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
Prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub- 
Hcation. 


“My  father  is  principal  of  the 
Baldwin  Boys’  High  School  in  Ban¬ 
galore,”  young  Andersen  relates. 
“It  is  a  Methodist  school  of  the 
South  India  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  For  the  past 
three  years,  I  have  been  serving  as 
audio-visual  director  at  the  school 
and  also  have  been  in  charge  of  vo¬ 
cational  classes  for  boys  there.” 

When  Bishop  Martin  visited  in 
India  several  years  ago,  he  met  the 
Andersen  family  and  was  impressed 
with  the  youth’s  fine  record.  Upon 
learning  of  young  Andersen’s  desire 
to  study  in  the  United  States,  Bish¬ 
op  Martin  determined  to  help  the 
youth  to  achieve  his  long-cherished 
dream.  Each  of  the  seven  district 
superintendents  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  raising  $100.00  to¬ 
ward  the  fund  for  Andersen’s  year 
at  Centenary,  and  the  Bishop  has 
made  a  generous  contribution  of  his 
own. 

“I  was  not  at  home  at  the  time 
Bishop  Martin  visited  my  parents,” 
Andersen  recalls,  “and,  unfortun¬ 
ately,  I  did  not  get  to  meet  him. 
However,  you  can  imagine  how 
pleased  and  proud  I  was  at  learning 
that  I  had  been  admitted  to  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  I  was  notified  by 
letter  through  the  American  consu¬ 
late  in  India." 

Although  he  was  admitted  as  a 
senior,  Andersen  now  is  classified 
as  a  special  student  on  the  Shreve¬ 
port  campus  and  probably  will  take 
extra  work  in  order  to  be  graduat¬ 
ed  within  one  year.  He  says  he 
hopes  to  earn  his  master’s  degree, 


probably  in  school  administration 
or  counselling,  before  returning  to 
India  to  teach.  At  Centenary,  he 
is  majoring  in  education. 

Andersen  earned  honor  grades  at 
the  Baldwin  Boys’  High  School, 
then  passed  the  examinations  to 
enter  Bangalore  European  High 
School.  He  spent  the  year  of  1953 
in  studying  mathematics  and  chem¬ 
istry  at  a  college  in  Bangalore, 
during  which  time  he  helped  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  young  people’s  group  at 
the  Methodist  church.  Andersen 
served  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  group. 

In  1954  and  1955,  he  attended  St. 
Mary’s  Training  College  in  Poona, 
where  he  studied  English,  geogra¬ 
phy,  biology,  physics,  chemistry, 
mathematics  and  English  literature. 
During  the  year  of  1956,  he  studied 
for,  and  passed,  the  Bombay  Train¬ 
ed  Teachers  Certificate  require¬ 
ments  at  St.  Mary’s  College.  He 
returned  to  Bangalore  in  1957  to 
join  the  teaching  staff  there. 

“Teachers’  requirements  are  dif¬ 
ferent  in  India,”  he  explains.  “I 
studied  for  two  years  at  St.  Mary’s 
College,  which  is  an  Episcopal  in¬ 
stitution,  and  then  I  remained 
there  for  one  year’s  teacher  train¬ 
ing  work.  That  is  sufficient  for 
filling  teachers’  requirements  in 
India,  but  I  want  more  education 
than  is  required  as  a  minimum.” 

“At  Centenary,  I  particularly  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fresh  milk,”  the  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  says.  “The  food  is  mar¬ 
velous,  and  I  am  happy  here.” 


Trout  Church 
Organizes  Meth. 
Men’s  Club 

The  men  of  the  Trout  Methodist 
Church  held  a  meeting  at  the 
church  on  the  night  of  October  8, 
and  organized  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club.  F.  M.  Fomby,  district  lay 
leader  of  the  Alexandria  District 
was  present  and  explained  the  func¬ 
tion  of  such  a  club  and  gave  an  out¬ 
line  of  the  duties  of  the  officers, 
members  and  the  various  commit¬ 
tees. 

The  following  officers  were 
elected:  R.  L.  Gray,  president;  R. 
D.  Grissom,  vice  president;  Don 
Rogers,  secretary;  W.  E.  Boyett, 
treasurer;  and  George  S.  Shelton, 
reporter. 

It  was  voted  the  meetings  would 
be  held  at  7  p.m.  the  first  Thursday 
of  each  month  and  those  interested 
in  joining  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  are  invited  to  attend. 


Eight  Methodist 
Students  Elected 
To  Class  Offices 

Eight  Methodist  students  are 
among  those  elected  to  class  offices 
at  Centenary  College  for  the  1959- 
60  academic  year. 

Fred  Willis  of  Coushatta,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Coushatta  Methodist 
Church,  will  serve  as  president  of 
the  senior  class  with  Abbie  Terry 
of  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  a  member  of 
the  El  Dorado  Methodist  Church, 
as  vice  president.  Paula  Martin  of 
Shreveport  was  elected  secretary, 
and  Fuller  Bazer,  also  a  Shreve- 
porter,  will  serve  as  senior  class 
treasurer. 

The  junior  class  elected  Jim 
Daigle  of  Shreveport  president, 
Anne  McLaurin  of  Mansfield  as 
vice  president  and  Jane  Ilgenfritz 
and  Pete  Boggs,  both  of  Shreveport, 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  respect¬ 
ively.  Miss  McLaurin  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Mansfield. 

Members  of  the  sophomore  class 
elected  Paul  McMahan  of  Paris, 
Tex.,  and  Sally  Clingman  of  Keith- 
ville  as  president  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  respectively.  McMahan  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Paris,  and  Miss  Cling¬ 
man  is  a  member  of  Keithville 
Methodist  Church.  Ginny  Emerson 
of  Shreveport  was  elected  secretary, 
and  Jerry  Jouett  was  chosen  treas¬ 
urer.  Jouett  also  is  a  Shreveport 
student. 

Howard  M.  “Sonn y”  Elder  of 
Shreveport,  a  member  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  was  elected 
freshman  class  president.  Jackie 
Rosett,  also  a  local  student  and  a 
member  of  Noel  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  was  chosen  vice  presi¬ 
dent.  Freshman  class  secretary  is 
Cathy  Franklin  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  A1  Pius  of  New  Lenox,  Ill.,  a 
member  of  the  New  Lenox  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  was  elected  treasurer. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


YOUTH  NEWS— Promotion  -  Devotion 


An  end-of-the-summer  Vacation  Church  School  proved  very  successful 
at  Gentilly  Methodist  Church. 

Courses  studied  were  Kindergarten:  Children  Learn  from  Jesus;  Pri¬ 
mary:  Jesus  went  about  Doing  Good;  Juniors:  We  Would  Follow  Jesus; 
Intermediates:  Fairest  Lord  Jesus. 

Activities,  games,  simple  dramatizations,  service  projects,  and  even 
refreshments  were  related  to  the  theme,  and  came  as  natural  outgrowths 
of  the  lesson  material. 

Attendance  increased  from  sixty-one  to  eighty-five  participants  during 
the  week. 

Above  is  the  Primary  Class  shown  enacting  a  simple  dramatization  of 
Jesus  and  the  blind  beggar. 


N.Ark.  Conf.  Notes — 

North  Little  Rock 
Training  School 
To  Be  Nov.  8 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Plans  have  been  completed  for 
North  Little  Rock  Area  Training 
School.  This  school  is  held  for  the 
churches  in  North  Little  Rock,  Jack¬ 
sonville,  and  Cato-Bethel  Charge. 

The  school  is  to  be  held  at  Gard¬ 
ner  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
this  year,  beginning  at  2:30  p.m., 
November  8,  except  the  course  on 
Use  of  the  Bible  With  Children.  That 
course  will  begin  Monday  at  9  a.m. 

The  Nursery  and  Kindergarten 
Lab.  units  will  begin  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  but  will  be  held  from 
9-12  each  morning,  Monday  through 
Thursday. 

The  following  courses  are  to  be 
held  in  the  school: 

Nursery  Lab.,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Monday, 
Little  Rock 

Kindergarten  Lab.,  Mrs.  Walter 
Lindley,  Jonesboro 
Primary  Lab.,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Sand¬ 
ers,  No.  Little  Rock 
Junior  Lab.,  Mrs.  Delbert  W.  Hill, 
Evansville,  Ind. 

Use  of  the  Bible  with  Children, 
Mrs.  Hill. 

Work  of  the  Local  Church,  Rev. 
J.  Albert  Gatlin,  No.  Little  Rock 
Junior  High  Lab.,  Rev.  Worth  W. 
Gibson,  No.  Little  Rock 
Senior  High  Lab.,  Dr.  James  S. 
Upton,  Conway 

Meaning  of  Mehodism,  Rev.  E.  J. 
Holifield,  Conway 
Music  in  Christian  Education,  Dr. 
Ashley  Coffman,  Conway 
Understanding  Adults,  Ira  A. 
Brumley 

The  course  on  Use  of  the  Bible 
'"ith  Children  will  be  completed  on 
riday  morning,  November  13. 
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The  other  courses  in  the  school 
will  be  completed  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  or  Thursday  night. 

Each  church  in  area  has  been 
given  a  quota  of  two  persons  for 
each  of  the  six  Lab.  units,  with  First 
Church  and  Gardner  being  given  a 
quota  of  three  for  each  unit. 

Text  materials  are  being  sent  to 
Gardner  Memorial  Church.  All 
should  read  the  text  materials  in 
advance  of  the  school  to  make  the 
school  of  greatest  value. 

First  Rally  Day  Offering  Report 

Since  June  the  frist  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  Church  School 
Rally  Day  offerings:  Rogers,  Cen¬ 
tral  Church,  $75.00;  Mt.  Zion  (Hart¬ 
man  Charge),  S3. 00;  Judsonia, 
$10.00;  Mt.  Vernon,  $3.00;  Elaine, 
$15.00;  Tumbling  Schoals,  $5.25; 
Waldron,  $50.00;  Leslie,  $10.00; 
Higginson,  $8.25;  Fayetteville,  Cen¬ 
tral,  $200.00;  Gardner  Memo.,  N.  L. 
Rock,  $150.00;  Ravenden  Springs, 
$5.45;  McCrory,  $25.00;  Alma,  $10.00; 
Bethesda,  $10.17;  Harmony,  $2.00; 
Augusta,  $50.00;  Avoca,  $3:00;  Ken- 
sett,  $16.34;  Gar  Creek,  $5.00;  Lake- 
wood,  N.  L.  Rock,  $35.00;  Jackson¬ 
ville,  $40.00;  Danville,  $22.90;  Hick¬ 
ory  Ridge,  $10.00;  Round  Pond, 
$16.38;  Vanndale,  $20.00;  Cave  City, 
$9.50;  Fayetteville,  Trinity,  $13.73; 
Van  Buren,  City  Heights,  $3.00; 
Pottsville,  $10.00;  Lincoln,  $20.00; 
Searcy,  First  Church,  $100.00;  Clin¬ 
ton,  $25.00;  Beebe,  $20.00;  Scotland, 
$2.00;  Alpena,  $11.00;  Oppelo,  $5.00; 
Elm  Springs,  $10.00;  Spadra,  $5.00; 
Salem,  Conway,  $21.55;  Pocahontas, 
$40.00;  Stilphur  Rock,  $5.00;  Mam¬ 
moth  Spring,  $10.00;  Marked  Tree, 
$75.00;  Brightwater,  $10.00;  Green¬ 
brier,  $15.00;  Luxora,  $10.00;  De¬ 
catur,  $5.00;  Ozark,  $35.00;  Spring- 
dale,  Wesley,  $15.54;  Vilona,  $10.00; 
Beacon,  $10.00;  Hoxie,  $5.00;  Grif- 
fithville,  $12.00;  Swifton,  $15.00; 
Trumann,  $65.00;  Weldon,  $12.00; 
Levy,  $50.00;  Holly  Grove,  $20.00; 
Mt.  Carmel  (Vilonia  Charge),  $5.00; 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


True  or  False 

A  friend  of  mine  who  has  long 
been  related  to  youth  through  his 
work  as  a  university  professor  and 
his  long-time  active  participation 
in  the  life  of  his  church  reported 
the  other  day  on  his  encounter  with 
a  teen-ager  in  his  neighborhood. 
The  youth  is  a  paper-boy  and  was 
out  soliciting  new  subscriptions  to 
a  Detroit  newspaper  to  which  my 
friend  has  subcribed  for  more  than 
ten  years.  The  boy  became  quite 
impatient  because  the  man  refused 
to  sign  without  reading  a  blank  to 
become  a  “new  subscriber”  to  this 
newspaper.  The  boy  said  he  gets 
so  many  points  for  every  new  sub¬ 
scriber.  When  he  was  told  that  this 
home  had  been  taking  the  paper 
for  more  than  a  decade,  he  replied 
that  this  didn’t  make  any  differ¬ 
ence.  “They  will  never  check  it. 
Just  sign  it  and  let  me  go  on.”  But 
what  he  wanted  a  signature  be¬ 
neath  was  the  statement,  “I  have 
not  taken  the  (name  of  newspaper) 
for  thirty  days.”  My  friend  pointed 
out  to  the  lad  that  this  would  pat¬ 
ently  be  a  falsehood.  But  again  the 
reply  was  that  it  wouldn’t  make 
any  difference”  because  the  circu¬ 
lation  office  wouldn’t  check  it.” 

My  friend,  who  calls  himself  old- 
fashioned  (which  he  isn’t)  wonders 
if  he  is  definitely  out  of  date.  He 
recalled  a  recent  news  story  about 
cheating  on  college  exams  which 


Barling,  $3.00;  Gravelly,  $2.00; 
Pleasant  Ridge  (Yellville  Charge), 
$5.00;  Brassfield,  $1.25. 

A  number  of  these  churches  re¬ 
porting  to  date  did  not  report 
Church  School  Rally  Day  last  year. 


reported  a  discussion  among  stu¬ 
dents  who  admitted  to  cheating  in 
the  classroom.  One  student  was 
surprised  that  the  professors  were 
so  excited.  He  said  he  couldn’t 
see  any  connection  between  his 
cheating  on  exams  and  the  life  he 
would  live  after  he  was  graduated. 
My  friend  ended  the  conversation 
by  saying  this  younger  generation 
was  a  real  puzzle  to  him. 

Well,  how  about  it?  as  the  moral 
standard  of  absolute  honesty 
changed  for  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion?  Or  is  it  the  slipping  of  the 
moral  level  of  achievement  when 
measured  against  that  abolute 
standard  that  really  is  the  prob¬ 
lem?  And  certainly  the  decline  in 
a  personal  sense  of  integrity  is  not 
confined  to  the  teen-aged  group 
alone.  In  fact,  one  wonders  what 
basis  the  news-boy  is  using  as  his 
standard.  Where  did  he  get  the 
idea  that  right  and  wrong  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  whether  or  not  you  get 
caught?  And  who  is  responsible  for 
short-circuiting  the  insight  of  the 
college  student  who  sees  no  cor¬ 
relation  between  his  level  of  ethi¬ 
cal  and  moral  practice  in  the  class¬ 
room  on  campus  and  the  principles 
that  will  govern  his  practice  in 
home,  job,  and  social  relationships 
when  he  ventures  forth  from  the 
cloistered  elms  of  old  Siwash  U? 

Here  is  no  effort  to  white-wash 
the  younger  generation  who  seek  to 
play  hob  with  the  code  of  honesty 
in  all  relationships.  But  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  responsibility  is  one  which 
comes  back  on  my  shoulders  —  and 
probably  yours  too.  Where  have  we 
been  who  are  leaders  in  our  church¬ 
es  and  communities,  that  there 
should  be  such  a  low  boiling  poinl 
for  departures  from  the  basic  in¬ 
tegrity  of  religion  and  nation? 

Seems  to  me  a  good  discussion  in 
a  Youth  Fellowship  might  help  tc 
get  this  in  focus  for  the  currenl 
crop  of  teen-agers  for  whom  hon¬ 
esty  is  seldom  an  easy  virtue! 


The  council  of  the  Antioch-Pacesetters  Sub-District  met  for  a  special 
meeting  to  plan  programs  and  meeting  places  for  the  coming  year.  The 
officers  pictured  above,  I.  to  r.,  are,  bottom  row,  Kaye  Ussery,  recording 
secretary;  Cooky  Shaffer,  president;  Johnny  Brewer,  vice-president;  top 
row,  Carolyn  Moncrief,  treasurer;  Janice  Marler,  corresponding  secretary; 
and  Karon  Orr,  publicity  chairman. 
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SEMINARS  HELD  IN  ARKANSAS 


Zone  Meetings  Announced  For  La.  Districts 

Lafayette  Ditrict  Zone  Meetings: 

Zone  I — October  22nd  .  Lockport  Methodist  Church 

Zone  II — November  11th  .  To  be  announced 

Zone  III — November  6th  .  Abbeville  Methodist  Church 

Zone  IV — October  20th  .  Rayhe  Methodist  Church 

Alexandria  District  Zone  Meetings: 

Zone  I — October  22nd  .  Jena  Methodist  Church 

Zone  II — November  19th  .  Palestine  Methodist  Church 

Zone  III — November  13th  .  Mebder  Methodist  Church 

Zone  IV — October  16th  .  Chicot  Methodist  Church 

Zone  V — November  7th  .  To  be  announced  later 


Monticello 

The  Educational  Seminar  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  was  held  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Warren  Thursday,  Aug¬ 
ust  27. 

Preceding  the  meeting,  the  regis¬ 
tration  and  coffee  hour  was  held  in 
Fellowship  Hall. 

The  meeting  opened  at  10:00  with 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Barron,  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education,  presiding. 

Mrs.  Duval  Purkins,  District 
President,  was  introduced  and  she 
made  important  announcements 
concerning  the  day’s  meeting.  Mrs. 
Charles  Womble,  President  of  the 
Warren  Society,  then  welcomed  the 
group  and  made  announcements  in 
regard  to  the  luncheon  meeting. 

Reverend  Mouzon  Mann  present¬ 
ed  the  Devotional  and  worship 
service. 

Mrs.  Barron  gave  a  preview  of 
the  study  plans  and  introduced  the 
guest  speakers  for  the  day’s  pro¬ 
gram. 

Mrs.  Earl  Cotton  of  Little  Rock, 
Jurisdictional  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary,  presented  the  Christian  Social 
Relations  Study  —  “The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs,” 
and  she  suggested  material  avail¬ 
able  for  this  study. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Oslin,  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary  of  Missionary 
Education  and  Service,  spoke  to  the 
group  on  the  types  of  study  classes 
and  she  stressed  the  importance  of 
securing  Jurisdictional  recognition. 
She  gave  an  introduction  of  the 
World  Study  “Africa.”  She  called 
attention  to  the  beautiful  worship 
setting  on  Africa  that  was  prepared 
by  a  group  from  the  Hampton  so¬ 
ciety. 

Five  ladies  of  the  Fordyce  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  then  presented  a  skit 
on  Africa. 

M!rs.  B.  W.  Phillips,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  presented  the  program  and 
worship  booklets  and  suggested 
ways  of  using  program  material. 

Rev.  Jim  Major  was  introduced 
at  the  afternoon  session  and  he  gave 
an  interesting  discussion  on  “The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country.”  He  was  assisted  by  three 
ladies  from  the  Warren  Society, 
Mrs.  Hal  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Claude  Mc- 
Keine  and  Mrs.  Perry  Council,  who 
gave  a  most  interesting  skit. 

Mrs.  Irl  Lancaster,  District  Spirit¬ 
ual  Life  Secretary,  gave  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible  Study  “The  Gospel 
of  Luke.”  She  introduced  members 
from  the  Hampton  Society  who  pre¬ 
sented  panel  discussion  in  regard 
to  this  study. 

A  total  of  101  registered  for  the 
meeting  and  18  societies  were  rep¬ 
resented. 


Fort  Smith 

The  Annual  Educational  Seminar 
of  the  Fort  Smith  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  as  held 
in  the  Methodist  Church  of  Wald¬ 
ron,  Friday,  September  18,  with  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  women  in 
attendance.  Mrs.  Ralph  Cornelius 
of  Fort  Smith  is  District  President. 

In  charge  of  the  program  was 


Mrs.  Monta  Harrison,  District  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Missionary  Education.  A 
preview  of  Study  plans  for  1959-60 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown 
and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lewis.  Others  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  program  were  Mrs. 
Don  Flanders,  Mrs.  Bob  Laser,  Mrs. 
J.  N.  Johnson,  Miss  Martha  Stone, 
Mrs.  Hubert  Pearce,  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Dol¬ 
lar,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hoggard,  Mrs.  W,  L. 
Bounds,  Mjrs.  Jim  Carter,  Miss  Fern 
Cook,  Mrs.  Walter  Davidson,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Ethan  Dodgen,  Miss  Ruth 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Everett  Krablin, 
Mrs.  A.  G.  McKee,  Mrs.  A.  N.  Mc- 
Kennon,  Mrs.  Ray  Ragsdale,  Mrs. 
Otto  Rollwage,  and  Mrs.  George  W. 
Evans. 

Special  recognition  was  given 
Mrs.  Dora  May,  oldest  member  of 
the  Fort  Smith  District. 

The  District  is  very  happy  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  Cole’s  Chapel  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  new  society,  with  Mrs. 
E.  A.  McMillan,  President. 


Paragould 

The  Fall  Seminar  of  Paragould 
District  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  was  held  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Walnut  Ridge, 
Friday,  September  25,  1959. 

The  meeting  opened  with  organ 
prelude  “Near  the  Cross”  played 
on  chimes  by  the  Church  organist, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rainwater. 

The  Devotional  was  conducted  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Setwart, 
who  chose  his  subject  from  the  29th 
chapter  of  Luke  —  “Mountains  of 
Inspiration  to  Valleys  of  Humility.” 

The  Presentation  of  Studies  for 
the  year  was  given  by  Mrs.  Elmus 
Brown,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service. 

The  business  session  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  District  President,  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Poe,  and  the  Welcome  and  an¬ 
nouncements  by  the  local  President, 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Wilson. 

During  the  lunch  period  time  was 
given  to  look  over  the  Texts  and 
Resource  material  splendidly  dis¬ 
played  by  Mrs.  Winfred  Polk,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Literature  and  Publica¬ 
tions. 

District  Vice  President,  Mrs. 
Frank  Weatherford,  presented  the 
Program  and  Worship  books. 

The  study,  “Contemporary  Man 
and  the  United  Nations”  was  given 
by  Mrs.  William  Womack  of  Tuck- 
erman;  “Luke’s  Portrait  of  Christ”, 
by  Mrs.  Erma  Browne  of  Newport; 
“The  Way  in  Africa”  by  Mrs.  Vann 
Hooker  of  Rector;  “The  Church’s 
Mission  in  Town  and  Country”  with 
splendid  illustrations  by  Mrs.  El¬ 
mus  Brown. 

Colored  slides  of  the  work  of 
Deaconess  Mary  Chaffin  were  en¬ 
joyed. 

Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Moore,  announced  that  a 
“Day  Apart”  would  be  held  at  Way- 
land  Springs  Friday,  October  16th. 

An  invitation  to  hold  the  spring 
District  meeting  at  Corning  was  ac¬ 
cepted. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Poe,  thanked 
all  who  had  helped  in  so  success¬ 
fully  presenting  the  program  of  the 
day  and  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 


Simmesport 
Organizes  Society 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Simmesport, 
La.,  was  held  at  the  church  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  24.,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows: 
president,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Lindsey;  vice 
president,  Mrs.  Jack  Anderson;  re¬ 
cording  secretary,  Mrs.  Webster 
Chenevert;  treasurer  and  promo¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  George  Sherman;  mis¬ 
sionary  education,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Eld- 
ridge;  student  and  children’s  work, 
Mrs.  Frank  Martin. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Tebow  of  Bunkie  were  guests  for 
the  meeting  to  organize;  they  dis¬ 
cussed  the  duties  of  each  officer 
and  brought  other  information 
about  programming  and  literature. 

There  were  six  members  and  two 
guests  present.  Rev.  George  Sher¬ 
man  is  the  pastor. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Life  Membership  pins  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  Miss  Sophit  Went,  Mrs. 
A.  Luthgens  and  Mrs.  W.  Flanders 
by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  Second  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  in  August. 
Many  years  of  faithful  service  in 
Christian  work  have  been  given  by 
them. 

Miss  Ruth  Tracy,  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Society,  was 
presented  a  pin  by  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild. 

Second  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  is  now  in  its  119th  year  of 
Methodist  Christian  Service.  There 
are  two  circles;  a  Home  Prayer  Cir¬ 
cle  and  a  fine  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild. 


The  members  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  church  met  at  the 
church  Tuesday,  September  22,  at 
9:30  a.m.  to  fill  out  quarterly  re¬ 
ports.  Mrs.  Frank  Simpson  served 
as  chairman  in  the  absence  of  the 
Society  president,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guil¬ 
lory. 

Plans  were  outlined  for  the  an¬ 
nual  fall  rummage  sale  held  Friday 
and  Saturday,  October  2  and  3  at 
the  church  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
The  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grout,  was 
the  chairman  of  the  advertising 
committee  assisted  by  Mrs.  John 
Farrell,  local  church  activities. 


Jonesboro  District 
Holds  Christian 
Career  Week-end 

The  Jonesboro  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  spon¬ 
sored  a  Christian  Career  Weekend 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Blytheville,  September  19  and  20, 
with  one  hundred  and  twelve  high 
school  senior  boys  and  girls  attend¬ 
ing. 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Wofford,  district  presi¬ 
dent,  gave  the  Background  and 
Purpose  of  the  Weekend  at  the 
opening  session  Saturday  morning. 
Russell  Moore,  President  of  the 
Senior  MYF,  Mississippi  County 
Sub-district,  presided. 

Speakers  for  the  meeting  were 
Rev.  Porter  Anderson,  Interstate 
Board  of  Christian  Vocations;  MSss 
Mildred  Osment,  conference  vice- 
president;  and  Miss  Mary  Lou  Bond, 
Deaconess,  Bethlehem  Center, 
Memphis. 

Discussion  leaders  were:  Rev. 
Sam  Teague,  Monette;  Rev.  Joe 
Black,  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Jones¬ 
boro;  Rev.  Calvin  Mitchell,  Christ 
Methodist  Church,  Blytheville;  and 
Rev.  Wayne  Olmstead,  Director  of 
Wesley  Foundation,  Arkansas  State 
College. 

A  Panel  on  “Practicing  Christian 
Vocations”  was  composed  of:  Mr. 
Allen  Bush,  MYF  Counselor,  Man¬ 
ager  of  Blytheville  Canning  Co.; 
Rev.  Jim  Fleming,  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Blytheville;  Rev.  Jim  Keith, 
Associate  Minister,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jonesboro;  and  Dr.  Orlie 
Parker,  dentist,  Blytheville. 

Rev.  Joe  Black,  district  director  of 
Youth  work,  gave  the  evaluation  of 
the  meeting. 

Rev.  J.  C.  English,  host  pastor, 
led  in  the  Communion  service 
which  concluded  the  weekend. 

Two  girls  offered  their  lives  for 
Full  Time  Christian  Service.  They 
were:  Ann  Owens,  Monette  and 
Virginia  Donnell,  Jonesboro. 


Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch  and  Mrs.  T.  P. 
Fontenot  will  be  in  charge  of 
UNICEF,  and  the  MYF  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  program  instead  of 
trick  or  treat  for  Halloween. 

“United  Nations  and  World  Af¬ 
fairs”  will  be  the  book  study  at  the 
church  Tuesday,  Octoger  13,  at  9:30 
a.m.,  with  Mrs.  J.  B.  Silliman. 

The  current  project  is  to  purchase 
one  hundred  place  settings  of  stain¬ 
less  steel  for  the  church  kitchen. 
Mrs.  Carl  Newhouse  is  chairman  of 
this  committee. 
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Most  Americans  are  a  credit  to  their  country  when  traveling 
abroad;  but  a  few  by  their  behavior  and  manners  bring  the 
good  name  of  the  United  States  into  disrepute 


Obnoxious  Americans  Abroad 


By  William  B.  Lipphard 

Executive  Secretary,  The  Associated  Church  Press 


THIS  PAST  SUMMER  Mrs.  Lipphard  and  I  made  a  short  trip  to  Europe, 
spending  most  of  our  time  in  Germany  and  England. 

I  was  profoundly  impressed  by  the  strong  economic  recovery  of 
England  since  the  war.  The  contrast  between  today’s  fine  British 
living  and  the  severe  austerity  of  ten  and  even  five  years  ago  was  almost 
unbelievable.  And  the  spectacular,  fabulous,  amazing  comeback  of  Germany 
from  the  ruined,  devastated,  bomb-shattered,  rubble-covered  land  of  1945 
is  fantastic.  Germany  is  again  on  top  of  the  world. 

What  also  impressed  me  was  the  disagreeable  and  sometimes  quite 
obnoxious  behavior  of  some  American  tourists.  More  than  half  a  million 
Americans  swarmed  across  Europe  last  summer,  bringing  profits  to  steam¬ 
ship  and  airplane  companies  and  much  welcomed  tourist  dollars  to  the 
hotels,  shops,  and  restaurants  of  Europe.  Most  of  them  behaved  themselves 
with  decency  and  respect,  and  with  courteous  acceptance  of  customs  and 


procedures  to  which  they  are  un¬ 
accustomed  back  home.  But  quite  a 
few,  by  their  behavior  and  manners, 
proud  insolence,  loud  boastings,  and 
discourtesies,  took  away  some  of  the 
luster  and  glory  of  America’s  repu¬ 
tation  and  brought  the  good  name 
of  our  country  into  disrepute. 

On  arrival  at  Bremerhaven  on  the 
S.S.  AMERICA  we  stood  in  a  long 
line  with  50  or  more  Germans  and 
Americans,  waiting  our  turn  at  Ger¬ 
man  passport  and  customs  inspec¬ 
tion.  Suddenly  a  pompous  American 
barged  ahead  of  us.  Waving  his 
American  passport  in  the  air,  he 
shouted  loudly,  “Diplomatic  pass¬ 
port!”  Perhaps  he  was  some  new 
subordinate  official  appointed  to  ad¬ 
minister  America’s  foreign  aid  pro¬ 
gram  in  Europe.  So  he  threw  his 
rank  at  all  the  rest  of  us  and  rushed 
to  the  head  of  the  line.  All  of  us 
had  to  wait  until  his  diplomatic 
passport  was  stamped  and  his  16 
pieces  of  baggage  were  cleared. 
Such  an  episode  makes  it  easy  to 
believe  the  new  book,  “The  Ugly 
American”  which  has  caused  much 
national  concern. 

A  superb  instance  of  American 
boastfulness  occurred  at  Heidelberg. 
I  had  just  received  my  mail  at  the 
hotel  porter’s  desk  when  an  Ameri¬ 
can  tourist  appeared  and  demanded, 
“My  mail!”  The  porter  looked 
through  the  accumulated  mail  on 
his  desk  and  replied,  “I  am  sorry, 
there  is  no  mail  here  for  you.”  The 
American  loudly  insisted,  ‘There 
must  be.  I  gave  this  hotel  as  my 
forwarding  address  at  Munich,  and 
I  never  make  a  mistake.”  Courteous¬ 
ly  the  porter  replied,  “That  is  really 
remarkable,  sir.  Over  here  most  of 
us  are  willing  to  admit  that  we  oc¬ 
casionally  make  mistakes.  There  is 
no  mail  here  for  you.”  I  could  only 
hope  that  the  porter  did  not  judge 
all  Americans  by  that  egotistical 
and  boastful  inquirer  for  his  mail. 

Lunching  in  a  German  restaurant 
a  loud  mouthed  American  and  his 
wife  sat  at  a  table  next  to  mine. 
After  paying  his  bill  which  included 
the  15%  gratuity  as  is  customary  in 
Europe,  his  change  consisted  of  sev¬ 
eral  small  German  10-pfennig  and 
5-pfennig  coins.  Although  four  Ger¬ 
man  pfennigs  are  worth  only  one 
American  cent,  to  the  German  wait¬ 
er  ten  pfennigs  meant  real  money 
with  real  purchasing  power.  To  this 
American  it  had  no  value.  With  su¬ 
preme  disdain  he  shouted,  ‘Take  it 
away.  That’s  chicken  feed!”  The 
waiter  asked  the  meaning  of  “chick¬ 
en  feed,”  and  the  American  shouted, 
“Huhnerfutter!”  In  spite  of  the  in¬ 
sult  to  his  currency,  the  waiter  kept 
his  poise,  but  I  cringed  in  shame 
over  my  fellow  American’s  bad 


manners. 

One  morning  in  Heidelberg  it  was 
raining  quite  heavily.  If  often  does 
in  the  morning.  Later  the  sun  ap¬ 
pears  and  ushers  in  a  grand  and 
glorious  day.  For  that  morning  an 
American  and  his  wife  had  chartered 
a  private  car  and  a  chauffeur  for  a 
sightseeing  drive  through  the  pic¬ 
turesque  valley  of  the  Neckar  River. 
The  chauffeur  arrived  on  time  and 
was  waiting  at  the  hotel  reception 
desk  as  the  American  came  down 
from  his  room.  He  looked  for  a 
moment  at  the  heavy  clouds  and  the 
rain.  Then  summarily  and  discourte¬ 
ously,  as  if  the  chauffeur  were  to 
blame  for  the  weather,  he  cancelled 
the  tour.  The  German  chauffeur 
maintained  his  courtesy  and  his  dig¬ 
nity  even  though  that  cancellation 
cost  him  a  day’s  employment.  The 
hotel  manager  happened  to  be  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  scene.  He  said  nothing; 
yet  his  eyes  spoke  volumes  of  con¬ 
tempt  for  American  bad  manners 
and  repudiation  of  obligations. 

Into  a  German  pastry  shop 
walked  an  American  woman.  Under 
glass  covers  for  protection  against 
flies,  dust,  and  customer  handling, 
was  a  grand  and  tempting  array  of 
deligious  German  pastry.  With  con¬ 
temptible  non-chalance  the  Ameri¬ 
can  woman  lifted  the  glass  covers. 
With  her  unwashed  fingers  she  felt 
of  the  pastry  to  determine  her  pre¬ 
ferences.  In  hesitant  English  the 
German  shopkeeper  remonstrated. 
The  American  woman  became  furi¬ 
ous.  In  a  rage  she  walked  out.  I 
wondered  if  she  would  thus  have 
lifted  covers  and  handled  pastry  in 
a  Fifth  Avenue  pastry  shop  in  New 
York. 

On  the  train  to  Cologne  an  Ameri¬ 
can  and  his  wife  comfortably  settled 
themselves  in  two  first  class  seats, 
totally  disregarding  the  plainly 
marked  “RESERVIRT”  signs  above 
the  seats.  When  two  Germans  en¬ 
tered  the  compartment  to  claim 
their  reservations,  the  Americans 
adamantly  refused  to  budge.  So  the 
conductor  had  to  be  summoned. 
With  his  broken  English  he  finally 
succeeded  in  persuading  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  vacate  the  reserved  seats 
and  find  space  elsewhere  in  the 
train.  With  blasphemous  profanity 
the  American  expressed  his  violent 
anger  and  his  disdainful  contempt 
for  everything  German.  The  Ger¬ 
mans  in  the  compartment  said  not  a 
word;  but  their  looks  spoke  elo¬ 
quently  of  what  they  thought. 

In  the  lounge  of  my  London  hotel 
I  was  enjoying  afternoon  tea.  Amer¬ 
ican  tourists  were  sprawled  all  over 
the  place.  Their  boastful  chatter  and 
their  condescending  comments  could 


be  heard  throughout  the  spacious 
room.  Such  few  English  tourists  as 
were  present  wisely  refrained  from 
conversation.  In  two  comfortable 
chairs  at  my  right  sat  an  American 
and  his  wife.  Both  were  flashily 
dressed  in  bizarre,  multicolored 
sports  attire,  the  mark  of  newly 
acquired  wealth  and  the  absence  of 
the  culture  and  background  that 
should  go  with  it.  With  a  loud  call, 
“Waitress!”,  the  man  summoned  the 
waitress.  She  happened  to  be  a 
grandmother  who  lost  her  husband 
in  the  war,  as  my  wife  discovered 
from  a  conversation  with  her  on  a 
previous  afternoon.  So  she  was  now 
earning  her  living  in  this  hotel.  In 
any  fearfully  crowded  lounge  at 
British  tea  time,  the  service  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  slow.  More¬ 
over,  the  man  ordered  orange  juice, 
not  realizing  that  orange  juice  is  not 
as  omnipresent  in  London  as  in 
Miami  or  Los  Angeles.  So  it  was  a 
long  time  in  coming.  With  each 
passing  minute  the  man  and  his  wife 
grew  visibly  more  impatient.  Fi¬ 
nally  the  two  glasses  arrived.  With 
supreme  disgust  the  man  threw  a 
ten-shilling  note  on  the  tea  table. 
The  waitress  placed  his  change  on 
the  table.  Then  grabbing  all  of  it, 
the  man  shouted,  “Lousy  service! 
No  tip  for  you!”  The  aged  waitress 
kept  her  dignity.  All  she  said  was 
“Thank  you,  sir!”,  and  departed. 
With  deep  chargin  the  man  and  his 
wife  suddenly  became  aware  that  I 
had  witnessed  and  had  overheard 
the  entire  proceedings.  Quickly  they 
gulped  down  their  orange  juice  and 
shamefacedly  rose  and  left  the 
lounge. 

At  this  same  hotel  one  evening 
the  chief  porter  had  just  given  me 
some  information  about  train  serv¬ 
ice  to  Coventry  where  a  new  cathe¬ 
dral  is  rising  to  replace  that  de¬ 
stroyed  in  an  air  raid  on  Coventry 
in  1940.  An  American  tourist  guide 
was  next  in  line  seeking  information 
from  the  porter.  He  had  brought  a 
party  of  29  Americans  to  Europe. 
All  were  housed  in  this  hotel.  He 
asked  the  porter  to  telephone  each 
of  the  29  persons  at  6:30  the  next 
morning  so  that  they  would  be  cer¬ 
tain  to  leave  on  the  7:30  bus  for  the 
airport.  “All  are  members  of  The 

- Tours,”  explained  the  leader. 

Politely  the  porter  asked,  “Can  you 
give  me  their  names  and  room  num¬ 
bers  so  that  I  can  call  them?”  With 
sharp,  curt,  disrespectful  rejoinder, 
the  leader  replied,  “That’s  your  bus¬ 
iness.  Get  the  information  from  the 
hotel  registry.”  And  with  that  he 
left  abruptly.  The  look  on  the  hotel 
porter’s  face  registered  immense 
contempt  and  disgust  for  Americans 
and  their  incivilities. 

At  the  post  office  in  London  I 
had  just  completed  the  formalities 
of  sending  a  large  package  home  by 
parcel  post.  Next  in  line  was  an 
American  from  Chicago.  When  the 
clerk  told  him  that  his  huge  package 
was  two  ounces  above  the  legal  lim¬ 
it,  and  would  therefore  require  a 
much  higher  rate  of  postage,  the 
American’s  insulting  rage  seemed  to 
have  no  limit.  He  challenged  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  scales.  He  demanded 
that  the  clerk  overlook  the  extra 


two  ounces,  and  to  accept  the  pack¬ 
age  at  the  lower  postage  rate.  As¬ 
suredly  a  clerk  in  Chicago  would 
not  connive  in  cheating  the  post 
office.  Why  did  that  American  ex¬ 
pect  a  London  post  office  clerk  to 
do  so?  The  clerk  was  courteous, 
firm,  unyielding.  Finally  the  Am¬ 
erican  lifted  his  heavy  package  from 
the  scales,  and  muttering  exquisite 
profanity,  he  took  it  back  to  his 
hotel. 

The  charming,  old,  picturesque 
city  of  Heidelberg  has  long  been 
noted  for  its  famous  Church  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Ever  since  the  Refor¬ 
mation  this  stately  edifice  had  been 
shared  by  Lutherans  and  Roman 
Catholics,  their  services  and  masses 
separated  throughout  the  centuries 
by  a  thick  stone  wall.  It  rose  clear 
to  the  roof  and  thus  divided  the 
nave  into  two  sections.  So  far  as  I 
know;  it  is  the  only  edifice  in  which 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
had  ever  worshipped  simultaneous¬ 
ly.  Ten  years  ago  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  presumably  under  orders  from 
the  Pope,  moved  out  and  the  wall 
was  torn  down.  Now  the  entire  nave 
is  used  exclusively  for  Lutheran 
services. 

One  Sunday  in  Heidelberg  I  went 
to  this  church.  An  impressive  Lu¬ 
theran  service  was  already  under 
way  when  I  entered  somewhat  late. 
I  had  not  inquired  in  advance  about 
the  time  of  service  which  began  at 
9:30  instead  of  10:00  o’clock  as  I  had 
supposed.  Fortunately  I  found  an 
aisle  seat  in  the  last  row.  So  my 
late  entry  caused  no  disturbance. 
Soon  thereafter  an  American  tourist 
camera  fiend  walked  in.  His  camera 
was  slung  from  his  shoulders.  What 
he  saw  before  him  was  not  a  solemn 
church  service  but  only  a  marvelous 
scene  to  record  in  his  camera.  The 
massive  arches  in  the  nave,  the  high 
pulpit,  richly  carved,  the  altar  with 
candles,  cross,  and  Bible,  the  rev¬ 
erent  congregation,  the  stained  glass 
windows,  and  the  minister  in  stately 
vestments — what  a  scene  to  register 
on  color  film!  Lacking  in  reverence 
this  American  camera  fiend  started 
to  walk  down  the  aisle  beside  me 
and  to  focus  his  camera.  Instantly 
the  sexton  rushed  up,  grabbed  the 
American’s  arm  just  as  his  hand 
clicked  the  shutter,  and  in  a  loud 
whisper  that  all  around  me  could 
hear,  he  said,  “Nein!  Nein!  Es  ist 
verboten!”  The  frustrated  American, 
his  camera  shot  ruined,  let  forth  a 
torrent  of  profanity  which  fortu¬ 
nately  the  sexton  could  not  under¬ 
stand  but  which  made  me  shudder. 
Angrily  the  American  moved  to  the 
door  and  vanished.  The  sexton 
shrugged  his  shoulders  and  returned 
to  his  chair  against  the  rear  wall. 
But  that  shrug  evidenced  immense 
quantities  of  contempt  for  American 
bad  manners  and  disrespect. 

Multiply  these  incidents  by  the 
hundreds,  perhaps  by  the  thousands, 
because  of  the  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Americans  who  visit  Eu¬ 
rope  every  year.  Add  the  misbe¬ 
havior  of  American  soldiers,  usually 
under  the  influence  of  liquor.  For¬ 
tunately  this  is  now  under  more 
rigorous  M  P  control.  Together  they 
make  up  an  impressive  balance 
sheet  of  discredit  to  the  United 
States. 

Two  years  ago  the  Department  of 
State  began  issuing  a  fetter  from 
President  Eisenhower  to  every  ap¬ 
plicant  for  a  new  passport.  The  let¬ 
ter  reminds  the  passport  board  that 
he  represents  the  United  States,  and 
that  his  conduct  and  his  attitudes 
increase  or  diminish  the  global  res¬ 
ervoir  of  American  good  will.  The 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Something  to  Talk  Over 
With  the  Editor 

Isn’t  there  anything  good  that 
the  youth  and  young  people  of  our 
towns  and  cities  are  doing  that  is 
worthy  of  the  pages  of  our  news¬ 
papers?  —  anything  “newsworthy?” 
Is  the  only  printable  “news”  to 
concern  juvenile  delinquency, 
youth  crime,  gang  wars,  abnormal 
behavior? 

If  that  imaginary  man  from  Mars 
were  to  visit  our  land  and  read 
about  our  young  people  in  the 
headlines  of  most  dailies,  he  would 
want  to  “shove  off”  from  earth 
while  he  was  still  unfound  by  our 
youth.  And  the  man  in  China,  and 
the  man  in  Kenya,  and  the  man  in 
Russia  find  repeated  in  their  news¬ 
papers  what  we  say  about  our 
youth  in  ours.  (Recently,  on  a  va¬ 
cation  in  New  Mexico,  I  was  kept 
informed  every  day  by  bold  head¬ 
line  stories  of  juvenile  crime  in 
New  York  in  the  daily  of  the  small- 
city  where  I  was  staying.) 

We  are  told  that  not  more  than 
one  per  cent  of  our  American  youth 
— the  youth  in  your  city  and  mine 
— get  in  difficulty  with  the  police, 
or  are  listed  as  delinquent.  Yet  the 
newspapers  scarcely  mention  these 
law-abiding  youth,  and  certainly 
the  “outsider”  never  hears  of  them. 

I’ve  been  reading  lately  about 
the  Methodist  Youth  Convocation 
and  about  other  great  gatherings  of 
young  people  from  all  our  church¬ 
es:  does  the  news  of  the  plans  and 
programs,  the  ideals  and  the  ob¬ 
jectives  of  such  youth  get  across 
state  lines?  And  what  about  the 
millions  in  our  high  schools  who 
are  not  breaking  desks  and  win¬ 
dows;  the  millions  who  dream  of  a 
better  world  than  we  ever  knew — 
and  are  working  to  make  real 
those  dreams?  Isn’t  there  a  news¬ 
paperman  with  imagination  and 
understanding  sufficient  to  capture 
our  attention  with  stories  of  such 
youth?  Almost  every  month — cer¬ 
tainly  every  season— I  read  of  ath¬ 
letic  records,  perhaps  of  long  stand¬ 
ing,  broken  by  some  youth  of  to¬ 
day:  no,  they  are  not  broken  by 
soft,  and  weak,  and  aimless,  and 
undisciplined  young  people!  There 
are  many,  many  more  inspiring, 
and  awesome,  and  courageous  stor¬ 
ies  here — for  all  our  papers  and  for 
all  their  readers — than  in  the  col¬ 
umns  of  dirt,  and  degredation,  and 
crime  that  now  too  often  appear  on 
the  newsstands — and  soil  our  homes. 
Sometimes,  I  am  sure,  these  delin¬ 
quency  and  crime  stories,  glamor¬ 
ously  told  and  boldly  illustrated, 
direct  the  attention  of  other  and  in¬ 
nocent  youths  into  the  mock-hero- 
ism  of  front-page  display. 

Perhaps  the  place  to  begin  is  in 
my  own  hometown  paper:  to  call 
the  editor’s  attention  to  the  whole¬ 
some,  and  helpful,  and  often  noble 
activities  of  local  boys  and  girls, 
and  of  boys  and  girls  in  other  com¬ 
munities  and  states — the  activities 
of  the  99%  as  against  those  of  the 
1%  or  less. 

A  recent  note  in  Editor  and  Pub¬ 
lisher  reports  that  the  Spartanburg 
(S.C.)  Herald  and  Journal  has  a 
column  each  week  entitled,  “Teen 
Time,”  handled  by  the  State  Editor, 
Jame  Oliphant,  with  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  and  telling  about  these 


Brazil  “Institute”  Serves  Community 

By  Rev.  Hiram  G.  Conger 

Tucked  away  in  the  hills  of  the  State  of  Espirito  Santo,  in  Brazil,  only 
about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Atlantic  coast,  is  the  isolated  community 
of  Itapina.  Here  serves  the  Institute  of  Rural  Evangelism.  It  is  off  the 
highway  of  travel  and  visited  only  occasionally.  Through  the  valley  runs 
the  Sweet  River  with  hills  on  each  side. 

Only  thirteen  years  old,  the  Institute  has  distinctive  characteristics.  It 
started  with  only  eleven  boys.  Then  girls  were  admitted  in  1950.  Today 
it  has,  in  all  sections,  150  boys  and  girls. 

There  is  a  Boarding  School  of  84  students,  running  in  age  from  15 


non-delinquent  activities  that  oc¬ 
cupy  the  time  of  most  youth. 

“During  school  months,”  says 
Mr.  Oliphant,  “the  column  carries 
panels  of  teens — usually  two  girls, 
two  boys — who  discuss  topics  of  in¬ 
terest  to  their  age  groups.  We  fill 
in  with  the  news  of  last  year’s  high 
school  grads,  and  what  they  are 
doing  in  college.  It’s  a  lot  of  fun, 
and  helps  keep  a  guy  young.” 

We  can  think  of  many  topics,  in 
addition,  that  such  a  column  daily, 
or  a  page  or  two  weekly,  can  do  to 
rehabilitate  youth  in  a  community 
— the  while  “crime  news”  is  not 
unreported,  but  played  down  to 
proper  and  proportionate  size. 
There  are  certainly  “features”  as 
well  as  “spot  news”  in  the  games 
of  football,  baseball,  and  basketball 
teams,  and  in  school  track  meets — 
now  fairly  well  covered;  also  in  the 
activities  of  Scouts,  boys  and  girls; 
in  the  doings  of  high  school  extra¬ 
curricular  clubs  and  classes;  in  Lit¬ 
tle  League  and  similar  activities;  in 
school  and  college  news;  in  the 
programs,  discussions,  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities  of  clubs  of  youth  in  the 
churches,  etc.  One  writer  suggests 
that  more  papers  than  now  do  (and 
many  do)  can  organize  and  promote 
ball  teams  and  other  athletic  com¬ 
petition. 

“By  investing  in  boys  today, 
newspapers  can  build  better  men 
for  tomorrow,”  says  an  editor. 

You  may  want  to  show  and  dis¬ 
cuss  this  with  your  hometown  edi¬ 
tor. 


OBNOXIOUS  AMERICANS 
ABROAD 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
President  urges  the  passport  holder 
to  be  courteous  at  all  times,  to  re¬ 
spect  the  people  in  whose  lands  he 
is  a  guest,  and  to  adjust  himself  to 
their  ways  of  life.  A  similar  letter 
goes  to  each  overseas  member  of  the 
American  armed  forces. 

Thus  abroad,  as  civilians  or  in 
uniform,  in  government  positions, 
high  or  low,  as  ordinary  tourists, 
Americans  by  their  behavior,  atti¬ 
tudes,  manners,  determine  the  pres¬ 
tige  of  their  country.  The  President’s 
letter  is  a  masterpiece.  Its  only  fault 
is  that  it  was  not  written  and  furn¬ 
ished  American  tourists  years  and 
years  ago.  And  today  the  pity  of  it 
is  that  here  and  there  a  few  Ameri¬ 
cans  pay  no  attention  to  or  deliber¬ 
ately  disregard  its  wise  and  impor¬ 
tant  admonitions. 

While  the  above  incidents  relate 
exclusively  to  Europe,  there  is  also 
a  disturbing  missionary  implication 
here.  Each  year,  by  plane  and  ship, 
thousands  of  American  tourists  take 
long  or  short  trips  to  Asia  and  Af¬ 
rica.  They  move  in  vast  areas  where 
American  churches  have  for  many 
years  maintained  missionary  proj¬ 
ects.  These  areas  are  now  seething 
with  nationalism,  with  color  resent¬ 
ment  against  the  white  man,  with 
strong  movements  and  efforts  to 
emerge  from  colonial  status  into  in¬ 
dependence.  Already  more  than  a 
score  of  new  nations  have  emerged 
since  the  close  of  World  War  II. 


year?  to  30  years.  Of  these  17  are 
in  the  High  School  Workers  De¬ 
partment.  In  addition  there  is  a 
Public  School  for  children  of  the 
neighbors  in  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  a  Night  School  for  adults  who 
work  during  the  day. 

A  peculiarity  of  this  institution  is 
that  the  pupils  in  the  Boarding 
School  are  a  1 1  from  evangelical 
homes.  Each  one  must  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  an  evangelical  pastor. 
A  further  feature  is  that  every 
teacher  is  a  personal  Christian  and 
a  Methodist,  and  so  are  the  paid 
workers  around  the  place. 

There  is  a  Community  School  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river  with  an 
afternoon  session  for  children  and 
an  evening  session  for  adults.  It  is 
conducted  by  advanced  students  of 
the  Institute. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  and  its  excuse  for  existence,  is 
that  it  prepares  its  students  to  go 
back  to  their  communities  to  be 
leaders  in  the  educational  and  re¬ 
ligious  life  of  their  neighbors.  This 
is  particularly  for  the  boarding 
group. 

The  High  School  Workers  classes 
are  especially  for  training  in  Chris¬ 
tian  work  as  preachers,  teachers 
and  lay  workers.  Of  this  group 
there  will  be  five  graduates  this 
year.  Two  of  the  boys  will  go  to 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Sao 
Paulo,  one  will  become  a  supply 
preacher  in  the  conference  and  will 
work  up  through  the  course  of 
studies  to  become  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister.  One  of  the  girls  has  been  se¬ 
cured  as  a  worker  in  the  orphanage 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the  other 
girl  is  to  marry  a  preacher  who 
was  a  former  student  at  the  school. 

These  students  in  the  High  School 
Department  get  all  the  courses  giv¬ 
en  in  the  public  high  schools,  ex¬ 
cept  French,  and  in  addition  get 
during  the  four  years  thirty-two 
hours  of  religious  instruction. 

Of  the  twenty-five  graduates  this 
year  of  the  primary  grade  several 
will  continue  on  in  the  higher 
school  to  prepare  to  take  places  of 
Christian  leadership  in  their  com¬ 
munities.  Beside  the  regular  aca¬ 
demic  courses  there  are  classes  in 
home  economics  for  the  girls,  in¬ 
cluding  dressmaking,  weaving,  nu¬ 
trition  and  home  care.  For  the  boys 
there  is  farm  practice  and  shoemak¬ 
ing  and  repairing.  Plans  are  in 
making  for  practical  manual  train¬ 
ing  course. 

Each  of  the  boarding  students 
must  give  four  hours  of  work  daily 
on  the  property. 

The  spirit  of  the  school  is  high 
and  the  demand  for  admission  is 
beyond  its  capacity. 


Within  the  next  year  five  more  will 
achieve  full  independence.  How  eas¬ 
ily  the  unseemly  conduct  of  a  few 
American  tourists  can  do  irrepar¬ 
able  damage  to  years  of  devoted 
and  sacrificing  service  of  American 
missionaries  whose  life-long  efforts 
have  helped  to  build  that  reservoir 
of  American  good  will  of  which 
President  Eisenhower  solemnly  re¬ 
minds  every  holder  of  an  American 
passport. 


Family  By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


of  four  children.  They  were  cared 
for  by  their  maternal  grandparents 
with  financing  by  the  government 
Social  Welfare  agency.  Meanwhile 
their  mother  and  various  and  sun¬ 
dry  fathers  went  merrily  on  their 
free  wheeling  way.  A  certain  Judge 
Betherick  of  Pennsylvania  more 
than  doubles  my  story.  He  is  quot¬ 
ed  in  the  press  as  saying  that  in  his 
county  ten  or  eleven  illegitimate 
children  by  one  mother  is  not  un¬ 
common.  Then  he  says:  “It  becomes 
apparent  that  child  bearing  has  be¬ 
come  a  business  venture.”  For,  as 
every  one  knows,  they  all  receive 
Social  WELFARE  CASH.  This  pin¬ 
points  one  of  the  items  that  has  run 
our  Social  Welfare  cost  to  about  23 
billion  dollars  a  year.  Clayton  Rand 
aptly  says:  “American  tax  payers 
are  supporting  millions  of  cheats 
and  chiselers  who  rapidly  degene¬ 
rate  to  reproduce  a  breed  of  dead¬ 
beats  and  bums.”  Is  this  social  wel¬ 
fare? 

What  can  the  average  citizen  do 
about  it?  Protest  and  denounce  it 
— which  we  are  doing  right  here 
and  now.  Of  course  it  looks  foolish 
and  futile  to  challenge  a  “going 
concern”  that  is  officially  a  part  of 
public  policy.  But  so  be  it.  To  me 
it  is  going  wrong. 

For  moral  stimulation  a  glance 
at  history — religious  and  political — 
is  helpful.  When  the  book  of  Deu¬ 
teronomy  was  written  Israel  was  in 
a  life  and  death  struggle  with  the 
seductive  religions  of  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  These  pagan  religions  built 
altars  and  temples  to  licenteous- 
ness,  and  winked  at  every  form  it 
took.  Israel  had  to  face  up  to  the 
fact  that  unchastity  was  a  wide¬ 
spread  public  policy  and  had  infil¬ 
trated  her  own  borders.  They  made 
some  hard  laws.  Death  was  the 
penalty  for  one  of  the  persons  so 
involved  and  usually  for  both.  The 
offspring  of  such  conduct  was  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  congregation — 
which  was  both  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  —  for  ten  generations.  The 
purpose  is  repeatedly  stated:  “So 
shalt  thou  put  evil  away  from  you.” 
They  certainly  made  a  rugged  ef¬ 
fort  to  maintain  a  clean  public  pol¬ 
icy. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  sym¬ 
pathetic  words  of  Jesus  to  an  un¬ 
fortunate  woman:  “Neither  do  I 
condemn  thee,  go  and  sin  no  more.” 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  we  abuse 
that  gracious  statement.  In  our  pub¬ 
lic  policy  we  say  in  effect,  “neither 
do  I  condemn  thee,” — not  this  time, 
nor  the  next  time,  nor  the  10th 
time,  nor  any  other  time  if  per¬ 
chance  there  be  more  than  ten. 
And  we  do  worse  with  the  second 
half  of  that  exhortation.  Instead 
of  “sin  no  more”  we  say  go  ahead, 
sin  all  you  want  to  in  this  field 
and  we’ll  assume  financial  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  results,  the  fruits  of 
your  free  wheeling,  be  they  four, 
ten  or  a  dozen. 

Yes,  decent  citizens  are  support¬ 
ing  an  evil  abuse  of  an  otherwise 
good  thing,  social  welfare,  an  abuse 
that  is  the  very  opposite  of  real  so¬ 
cial  welfare. 
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'CHILDREN 
10  cards  of 


#101  MIRO  - 
AND  BIRDS” 


one  design 


#105  LEE  —  “CHRISTMAS  EVE” 
10  cards  of  one  design 


#102  BETTINA  -  "PLAYMATES’' 
SERIES  —  2  each  of  five  designs 


#104  DOM  JAN  -  "FAIRY 
l£RO",  "FAIRY  GODMOTHER” 
5  each  of  two  designs 


Methodists  to  Establish  "Ministry  to  Deal” 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  is  launching  a  new  program  to  reach 
with  Christian  ministry  and  service  a  specialized  group  in  the  American 
population  —  the  deaf. 

The  new  “Ministry  to  the  Deaf”  program  was  approved  September  24 
at  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  board’s  Division  of  National 
Missions  in  New  York.  The  program  will  center  in  collecting  information 
regarding  the  needs  of  the  deaf,  assisting  local  churches  in  setting  up  fa¬ 
cilities  for  ministering  to  the  deaf,  and  recruiting  and  training  ministers 
and  laymen  to  work  in  this  specialized  field. 


The  “Ministry  to  the  Deaf”  proj¬ 
ect  will  be  administered  as  a  part 
of  the  national  office  of  Goodwill 
Industries,  Inc.,  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Goodwill  Industries  is  a  Methodist- 
originated  and  Methodist-related 
program  for  employing  and  reha¬ 
bilitating  the  physically  handi¬ 
capped  and  the  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed. 

Persons  selected  for  training  un¬ 
der  the  new  program  will  be  trained 
at  Gallaudet  College  in  Washington, 
the  nation’s  only  college  especially 
for  the  deaf,  and  through  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Office  for  Vocational  Rehabili¬ 
tation. 

Services  which  would  be  fur¬ 
nished  through  the  “Ministry  to  the 
Deaf”  program  are:  providing 
preaching  in  the  sign  language, 
providing  opportunities  for  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  for  the  deaf,  pro¬ 
viding  opportunities  for  participa¬ 
tion  .in  regular  church  activities 
(women’s  groups,  church  commit¬ 
tees,  etc.),  supplying  instruction  for 
children  and  youth  through  Sunday 
school,  weekday  religious  classes 
and  vacation  church  schools,  giving 
opportunity  for  participation  in  the 
sacraments  of  the  church,  providing 
personal  counsel  and  interpretative 
services,  and  ministering  to  the  deaf 
in  hospitals  and  institutions. 

The  scope  of  the  program,  as  out¬ 
lined  by  the  Division  of  National 
Missions,  will  include: 

Assisting  churches,  districts  and 
annual  conferences  in  establishing 
a  ministry  to  the  deaf, 

Providing  a  central  office  (Good¬ 
will  Industries)  for  collecting,  cor¬ 
relating  and  disseminating  data  and 
instruction  relative  to  all  aspects  of 
a  ministry  to  the  deaf. 

Recruiting  and  screening  person¬ 
nel  for  this  ministry, 

Establishing  limited  financial  as¬ 
sistance  for  inaugurating  and  initi¬ 
ally  assisting  in  the  support  of  such 
ministries, 

Giving  specialized  assistance  in 
the  general  promotion  of  the  minis¬ 
try. 

Types  of  persons  to  be  trained 
under  the  program  include  regular 
pastors  who  would  seek  through  the 
training  to  enrich  the  ministry  of 
their  churches,  regular  pastors  who 
would  give  full-time  service  to  a 
ministry  to  the  deaf,  regular  assis¬ 
tant  pastors  on  the  staffs  of  large 
churches  who  would  undertake  this 
ministry  as  a  part  of  their  work, 
local  preachers  and  other  laymen 
specifically  trained  for  this  minis¬ 
try,  deaconesses  serving  in  commu¬ 
nity  programs,  and  hospital  and  in¬ 
stitutional  chaplains. 

The  National  Division  appropri¬ 
ated  $5,000  for  the  “Ministry  to  the 
Deaf”  for  the  remainder  of  fiscal 
1960  (ending  next  May  31)  and 
projected  a  budget  of  $15,000  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  May  31,  1961. 

In  starting  the  “Ministry  to  the 
Deaf,”  the  National  Division  said: 

“Our  best  estimate  of  the  total 
number  of  deaf  persons  in  the 
United  States,  as  supplied  by  the 
American  Hearing  Society  and  Gal¬ 
laudet  College,  is  from  175,000  to 
200,000.  Of  this  number,  it  is  rea¬ 


sonable  to  assume  that  a  substantial 
part  has  been  able  to  make  some 
acceptable  adjustment  to  their 
handicap.  A  substantial  number 
have  learned  the  so-called  sign 
language,  and  many  are  fluent  in 
both  reception  and  expression 
through  this  medium. 

“The  findings  of  various  studies 
reveal  there  is  a  very  substantial 
area  of  service  from  a  personality, 
social,  cultural  as  well  as  religious 
viewpoint  which  can  be  rendered 
by  the  Methodist  Church.  It  is  a 
reasonable  and  acceptable  conclu¬ 
sion,  therefore  that  Methodism  can 
enrich  its  ministry  by  developing 


programs  which  will  seek  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  religious  service  to  those  who 
have  need  of  this  specialized  min¬ 
istry.” 

The  “Ministry  to  the  Deaf”  pro¬ 
gram  was  adopted  by  the  National 
Division  after  a  report  by  a  staff 
Committee  on  Ministry  to  the 
Handicapped,  composed  of  Dr.  Phil¬ 
ip  C.  Edwards,  a  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  City  Work,  and  Percy 
J.  Treventhan,  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Goodwill  Industries. 

The  training  program  for  Metho¬ 
dist  workers  with  the  deaf  provides 
that  trainees,  as  a  part  of  their  pre¬ 
paration,  shall  spend  considerable 
time  in  an  established  ministry  for 
the  deaf  for  observation  and  on-the 
spot  consultation.  It  also  provides 
that  each  worker,  after  completing 
his  training,  will  be  integrated  into 
the  ongoing  program  of  an  annual 
conference  and  be  made  a  part  of 
the  fellowship  of  the  conference. 


New  Party  Book 
Now  Available 

Almost  every  conceivable  occas¬ 
ion,  including  hikes  and  picnics,  is 
given  consideration  in  this  all-pur¬ 
pose  The  Cokesbury  Party  Book  of 
nearly  600  games  and  stunts. 
Planned  around  a  whole  year’s  en¬ 
tertainment,  these  52  party  plans 
include  suggestions  for  invitations, 
decorations,  games,  and  refresh¬ 
ment’s.  A  check  list  of  simple 
equipment  needed  for  the  games 
and  suggestions  for  costumes  (when 
required)  are  also  given.  Most  of 
the  plans  include  more  games  and 
stunts  than  can  be  used  in  a  single 
evening,  and  several  include  ideas 
that  can  turn  the  party  into  a  mon¬ 
ey-making  project. 

Social  chairmen  and  recreational 
leaders  for  churches,  lodges,  camps, 
and  other  groups,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
dividual  party  giver,  will  find  this 
book  a  thorough  and  delightful 
guide  to  truly  interesting  parties. 


The  space  for  this  advertisement  has  been  contributed  by  this  publication. 


With  Each  Card  Sent  A  Child  Is  Helped 


The  cift  of  health  and  hope  is  the  Christmas  present  you  give  to 
millions  of  children  in  need  —  when  you  send  UNICEF  Cards. 
Through  the  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund  the  proceeds  from  just 
one  single  box  of  ten  cards,  priced  at  §1.25  provides  45  hungry  children 
with  a  glass  of  milk  every  day  for  a  week  or  the  vaccine  to  protect  60 
children  from  tuberculosis.  How  truly  the  spirit  of  Christmas  is  cap¬ 
tured  when  you  know  that  through  your  remembrance  a  child  will  be 
helped.  When  you  send  UNICEF  Cards  the  happiness  you  spread  at 
Christmas  extends  to  the  farthest  corners  of  the  earth. 

FILL  IN  AND  MAIL  COUPON.  All  cards  are  f 1.25  for  a  box  of  10 
with  matching  envelopes  and  bear  a  Season’s  Greetings  message  in  the 
five  official  languages  of  the  United  Nations. 
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U.S.  COMMITTEE  FOR  UNICEF -GREETING  CARDS 
P.O.  BOX  22,  CHURCH  STREET  STATION 
NEW  YORK  8,  NEW  YORK 

□  #101  MIRO —"Children  and  Birds" 

10  cards  of  one  design 

□  #102  BETTINA —‘Tlaymates”  series 

2  each  of  five  designs 

□  #103  KINGMAN  —  "Fountain  of  Peace" 

10  cards  of  one  design 

□  #104  DOMJAN  -  "Fairy  Tale  Shepherd" 

"Fairy  Godmother”  —  5  each  of  two  designs 

□  #105  LEE  —  "Christmas  Eve” 

10  cards  of  one  design 


TOTAL  BOXES- 
NAME _ 


$1.25  per  box  $_ 


ADDRESS- 
CITY _ 


-ZONE- 


-STATE- 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

“We  urge  the  powers  not  to  re¬ 
sume  tests  unilaterally  so  that 
statesmen  may  have  time  to  achieve 
agreements,  and  the  international 
situation  may  not  deteriorate,”  says 
a  statement  of  the  Commission  of 
the  Churches  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs  (Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde,  of 
Philadelphia,  chairman).  “A  treaty 
to  cease  all  tests  —  atmosphere, 
space,  and  underground  —  should 
be  urgently  sought,  not  least  since 
it  will  represent  the  beginning  of 
specific  controls,  may  lead  to  veri¬ 
fied  disarmament,  and  will  help  to 
eliminate  dreaded  risks  to  health. 
The  statement  also  calls  for  tests 
for  peaceful  purposes  and  “for  more 
certainly  identifying  possible  un¬ 
derground  explosions”  to  be  put 
“henceforth”  under  international 
control.  So  long  as  international 
control  is  under  discussion,  powers 
which  have  not  made  tests  “should 
not  launch  them  anywhere  for  mili¬ 
tary  purposes.”  A  plea  that  outer 
space  be  “subject  to  an  internation¬ 
al  rule”  also  comes  from  the  CCIA. 
“There  must  be  equal  opportunity 
for  peaceful,  scientific  initiatives. 
The  military  rivalries  of  the  earth 
are  too  dangerous  to  project  into 
space.” 


Archbishop  Iakovos,  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and 
South  America,  has  been  elected 
one  of  the  six  presidents  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
prelate  was  chosen  to  fill  the  va¬ 
cancy  created  by  the  death  of  Arch¬ 
bishop  Michael,  his  predecessor  as 
the  head  of  Greek  Orthodoxy  in 
the  Americas.  Archbishop  Michael, 
one  of  the  Council’s  six  presidents, 
died  July  13,  1958.  The  new  arch¬ 
bishop  had  been  enthroned  April 
1,  1959.  The  new  president  was  born 
Denetrios  A.  Coucouzis,  in  Turkey, 
in  1911.  He  first  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1939,  and  left  for  Europe 
in  1955.  He  is  a  citizen  of  the  U.S.A. 


Though  Christianity  is  now  the 
only  worldwide  religion,  three  other 
faiths  have  become  aggressively 
missionary  and  are  seeking  to  be- 


For  immediate  shipment  from 
warehouse  stock. 

Folding  chairs  by  Sams  are 
famous  for  their  outstanding 
design,  rugged  construction  and 
comfort.  For  more  information 
write  for  catalog  No.  58. 
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126  Methodist  Women  Study  Government  Obituary 


To  learn  more  about  operations  of  the  United  Nations  and  of  their 
own  national  government,  126  Methodist  women  from  17  states  spent  six 
days  (September  27-October  2)  in  a  “UN-Washington  Seminar,”  sponsored 
by  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions. 

The  seminar,  which  included  three  days  each  in  Washington  and  in 
New  York,  was  organized  especially  for  women  in  local  Methodist  church¬ 
es,  rather  than  for  those  on  the  district  or  annual  conference  level. 

The  program  at  the  United  Na¬ 


tions  included  a  tour  of  the  build¬ 
ings,  briefing  sessions  with  the 
United  States  Mission  to  the  UN 
and  the  UN  Secretariat  staff,  and 
attendance  at  sessions  of  the  Gener- 

come  worldwide  in  their  dimen¬ 
sions,  notes  a  Methodist  missions 
executive,  Dr.  Margaret  Billingsley, 
of  New  York  City,  a  former  India 
missionary.  Each  of  the  three  — 
Hinduism,  Buddhism  and  Islam  — 
is  seeking  converts  in  the  tradition¬ 
ally  Christian  West,  and  each  has  a 
missionary  program  in  the  United 
States,  says  Dr.  Billingsley.  Each 
faith  has  become  allied  in  its  home¬ 
land  with  a  rising  spirit  of  nation¬ 
alism,  she  says,  and  “the  combina¬ 
tion  makes  more  difficult  the 
spread  of  Christianity  there.” 
“Christianity  is  definitely  no  longer 
the  only  missionary  religion,”  Dr. 
Billingsley  emphasizes.  “Buddhism 
claims  it  can  bring  peace,  a  peace 
which  Christianity  has  failed  to 
bring.  There  is  increasingly  the 
claim  that  the  Hindu  religious  tra¬ 
dition  provides  the  answer  to  the 
needs  of  men  everywhere.  A  sim¬ 
ilar  world  claim  is  being  made  by 
Islam,  which  is  said  to  be  the  fast¬ 
est  growing  religion  in  Africa.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  of  these  non-Christian  re¬ 
ligions  are  working  in  America.  In 
New  York  City  a  Buddhist  temple, 
now  called  a  church,  is  one  of  49 
such  churches  in  this  country.  The 
Buddhists  also  have  Sunday 
schools.  In  Washington,  there  is  a 
beautiful  Muslim  mosque,  one  of 
15  or  20  places  of  worship  for  the 
approximately  20,000  Muslims  in  the 
United  States.” 


al  Assembly.  The  women  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  panel  on  how  groups 
in  local  comunities  can  ^cooperate 
in  achieving  support  for  the  UN. 

Arriving  in  Washington  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  the  seminar  group  spent  the 
last  three  days  of  their  tour  in  be¬ 
coming  better  acquainted  with  the 
Federal  government.  They  toured 
the  Capital  and  held  briefing  ses¬ 
sions  with  State  Department  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  Housing  and  Home 
Finance  Agency,  and  with  the  Wash¬ 
ington  staff  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

The  seminar  was  directed  by  the 
staff  of  the  Department  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  of  the  Woman’s 
Division,  including  Miss  Thelma 
Stevens,  executive  secretary,  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Bender  and  Miss  Theres- 
sa  Hoover,  associate  secretaries. 
Among  the  leaders  with  whom  the 
women  met  were  Miss  Augusta 
Clawson  of  the  Department  of  La¬ 
bor,  Harry  Seamans  of  the  State 
Department,  Norman  P.  Mason  of 
the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency  and  UN  observers  for  vari¬ 
ous  national  women’s  groups. 

States  with  the  largest  represent¬ 
ations  at  the  seminar  were  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Michigan  with  23  each, 
South  Dakota  with  19,  and  North 
Dakota  with  14. 


CHURCH  PEWS 


The  International  Christian  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Japan  has  announced 
plans  to  build  a  $425,000  library  on 
its  campus  in  Mitaka-shi,  Tokyo. 
Work  is  expected  to  start  on  the 
edifice  this  autumn.  Funds  for  its 
construction  are  being  raised  in  the 
U.S.A.  by  the  Japan  International 
Christian  University  Foundation, 
through  which  the  bulk  of  the  fin¬ 
ancial  support  for  the  school  has 
come  in  the  past  ten  years.  Archi¬ 
tect  for  the  library  is  Antonin  Ray¬ 
mond. 


At 

A 

Price 


Any  Church  Can  Afford 
Write  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Phone  246 


Booneville,  Ark. 


RAMSEY — Edgar  Wilson  Ramsey 
was  born  in  Princeton,  Arkansas, 
on  June  5,  1871  and  quietly  passed 
on  to  be  with  his  Heavenly  Father 
on  June  28,  1959.  On  December  2, 
1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Willie  Jones,  who  was 
also  from  Princeton.  Into  this  home 
were  born  three  children;  Janetta, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Horace  Looney  of 
Holly  Springs,  Arkansas;  Marvin 
Ramsey,  also  of  Holly  Springs,  and 
Fred  Ramsey  of  Pine  Bluff.  He  is 
also  survived  by  six  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild.  Mr. 
Ramsey  accepted  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  Savior,  was  baptized 
and  was  received  into  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1920.  He  was  a  devoted 
father  to  his  family  and  a  dedicated 
layman  to  his  church.  He  was  a 
talented  musician. 

His  funeral  was  conducted  in  his 
church,  the  Holly  Springs  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Waymon  F.  Keel,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Claude  Ray  and  Rev.  Earle  Lan¬ 
caster.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
lovely  Holly  Springs  Cemetery. 


Make  the  money  your 
church  group,  lodge,  or 
civic  club  needs. 

Sell  Delicious,  Quality 

BENSON'S 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

7 5°/o  fruits  and  nuts 

Sliced  &  Holiday  Packaged 

$1  PROFIT  PER  SALE 

Free  Sales  Kit  tells  you  how, 
furnishes  publicity  materials. 
Choose  the  money-maker  your 
customers  will  appreciate. 

SEND  FOR  DETAILS  NOW! 


Please  send  details  on  your 
cake,  plan,  prices,  terms, 
BONUS  and  $1,000  SCHOL¬ 
ARSHIP  OFFER  to: 


Name- 


Organization. 
Address _ 


BENSON'S 

Box  71 — Athens,  Ga. 


Little  Rock’s  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 


% 


You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 


Department  Store  * 


*  CAPITOL  AVENUE  AT  CENTER 


LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 
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Staff  of  the  Twin  City  Leadership  School  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  Sept.  28-30,  are  left  to  right,  first  row:  Miss  Tennie  V. 
Severson,  chairman  of  Board  Managers;  Miss  Norma  Garlington,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  B.  Emmerich,  teacher;  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniels,  teacher; 
Mrs.  Don  Wineinger,  teacher;  second  row:  Don  Wineinger,  dean;  Harold 
Riggs,  publicity  chairman;  Ebb  Munden,  teacher;  Wally  Baker,  teacher; 
not  shown:  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  teacher;  Dr.  George  Harbuck,  teacher. 

Christian  Workers  School  Held  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sept.  28-30 

Fourteen  Monroe  District  Churches  of  the  Twin  City  area  participated 
in  a  Christian  Workers  School,  first  series,  Sept.  28-30,  inclusive.  This 
school  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  offered  seven  courses  of  study, 
three  of  which  were  held  morning  and  evening  in  identical  sessions.  One 
hundred  eighty-three  persons  attended  the  school;  and  a  total  of  98  Cards 
of  Recognition  were  awarded  the  following  Sunday  in  the  morning  hours 


of  church  worship  in  the  respective 
churches. 

Courses  of  study  and  teachers 
were:  “Guiding  Nursery  Children,” 
Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniels;  “Working 
With  Junior  Boys  and  Girls,”  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Emmerich;  “Understanding 
Youth,”  Rev.  Ebb  Munden;  “The  Use 
of  The  Bible  In  Teaching  Youth,” 
Rev.  Wally  Baker;  “Young  Adult 
Work  In  The  Local  Church,”  Mrs. 
Don  Wineinger;  “Home  and  Church 
Working  Together,”  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Pomeroy;  and  “The  Meaning  of 
Methodism,”  Rev.  George  Harbuck. 

Miss  Tennie  V.  Severson,  DRE, 
First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  was 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
for  the  School.  Miss  Norma  Garling¬ 
ton,  DRE,  St.  Paul’s  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  was  secretary- 
treasurer;  Harold  Riggs,  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  publicity 
chairman;  Don  Wineinger,  pastor, 
McGuire  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  dean;  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy, 
host  pastor. 

Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  Mary  Warters,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  biology  at  Centenary 
College,  will  be  among  the  speakers 
tomorrow  and  Saturday  at  the  Oak 
Ridge  Institute  of  Nuclear  Studies, 
Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.  The  conference  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  Institute 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  Oak 
Ridge  National  Laboratory,  operat¬ 
ing  under  contract  with  the  U.S. 
Atomic  Energy  Commission.  Dealing 
with  programs  of  assistance  to  col¬ 
leges,  the  conference  will  be  at¬ 
tended  by  representatives  of  50  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  Dr.  Warters 
will  discuss  how  programs  of  as¬ 
sistance  to  colleges  affect  the  under¬ 


graduate  institution. 


Joseph  Gifford,  head  of  the  speech 
and  drama  department  of  Centenary 
College  and  director  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Summer  Theater,  has  resigned 
his  position,  effective  in  May,  1960, 
the  close  of  the  current  academic 
year.  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  accepted  the  resignation 
without  comment.  Gifford,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Centenary  faculty  since 
1946,  has  not  disclosed  his  future 
plans.  The  resignation  from  the 
Centenary  post  in  no  way  affects  his 
position  with  the  Summer  Theater, 
according  to  I.  Ed  Wile,  president  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Theater. 


A  second  grand  piano  has  been 
presented  to  the  school  of  music  at 
Centenary  College  by  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Roberts  of  Shreveport,  widow  of  a 


Seminary  Year  Abroad 
Program  Undertaken 

The  first  major  program  of  the 
newly-organized  “National  Student 
Christian  Federation”  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  will  be  de¬ 
signed  to  give  American  theological 
students  firsthand  contact  with  the 
worldwide  mission  of  the  Christian 
church.  A  “seminary  year  abroad 
program”  for  this  purpose  is  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson, 
provisional  chairman  of  the  federa¬ 
tion  and  dean  of  the  Vanderbilt 
Divinity  School  of  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  project  is  being  under¬ 
taken  in  cooperation  with  the  boards 
of  foreign  missions  of  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations.  Plans  call  for  the  se¬ 
lection  of  at  least  ten  seminarians 
for  a  year’s  study  at  six  theological 
schools  overseas. 


Louisiana  W.C.T.U.  to  Hold  Annual 
Convention  in  Baton  Rouge,  Oct.  26-28 

The  Louisiana  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  will  hold  its  an¬ 
nual  convention  in  Baton  Rouge,  October  26,  27  and  28,  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  B.  Miller  of  Abbeville,  state  president  of  W.C.T.U.  will 
preside  over  the  convention  and  all  business  sessions. 

The  highlight  of  the  convention  will  be  the  visit  of  the  National 
W.C.T.U.  president,  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hayes,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Evan¬ 
ston,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Hayes  will  give  the  address  at  the  banquet  at  the  Capitol 
House,  Monday,  October  26  at  6:45  p.m.  She  will  also  hold  a  W.C.T.U. 
workshop  Tuesday  morning  at  the  First  Baptist  Church. 


Welcoming  delegates  and  visitors 
to  Baton  Rouge  will  be  the  Mayor 
President,  Honorable  John  Christian, 
superintendent  of  the  La.  Public 
Schools,  Shelby  M.  Jackson,  Dr.  W. 
Earl  Hotalen  of  the  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain, 
president  of  the  Ministerial  Alli¬ 
ance,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Matcin,  president 
of  L.O.S.L.,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Myrick, 
Louisiana  P.T.A.  president,  Mrs.  R. 
Leland  Morgan,  president  of  United 
Church  Women  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  J.  Norris  Palmer,  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  will  bring  the 
invocation.  Mrs.  S.  J.  Morris  will 
prepare  special  music. 

The  theme  of  the  Convention  is 
“Advance  the  Line  in  ’59.” 

Tuesday  night,  October  27  will  be 
Youth  Night.  The  Youth  Temper¬ 
ance  Council  will  have  the  program. 
There  will  be  reports  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  W.C.T.U.  convention  just  held 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas  and  to  which 
Louisiana  W.C.T.U.  sent  a  Grey¬ 
hound  Bus  full  of  young  people 
with  adult  chaperones. 

Mrs.  V.  W.  Tucker  of  Baton  Rouge 
will  present  the  playlet,  “Oh,  This 
is  Election  Day.”  Taking  all  parts 
will  be  Junior  High  Students  from 
her  speech  department. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  Rev.  Mark 


prominent  attorney.  Joseph  M.  Run¬ 
ning,  director  of  the  school  of  music, 
said  another  grand  piano  was  given 
the  school  a  week  ago  by  Miss  Eu¬ 
nice  Meadows  of  Ruston.  The  over¬ 
flow  enrollment  in  the  school  of 
music  this  year  pointed  up  the  need 
for  additional  instruments  for  reci¬ 
tal  and  practice  use.  Running  ex¬ 
pressed  thanks  to  both  donors  for 
their  gifts. 


A.  Lower  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  will  speak  on 
“Legislative  Plans  for  1959-60.” 

Christian  Citizenship  will  be 
stressed  throughout  the  convention. 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Himler  of  Baton  Rouge, 
who  attended  the  National  W.C.T.U. 
Convention  in  San  Antonio  and 
later  went  on  to  the  World  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  in 
Mexico  City  will  speak  on  “Temper¬ 
ance  and  Missions.” 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Miller,  president  of 
the  La.  W.C.T.U.  is  a  graduate  of 
Northwestern  at  Natchitoches.  She 
spent  many  years  teaching  in  the 
state  public  schools.  She  teaches  a 
Sunday  School  Class  in  her  own 
church  and  also  her  French  neigh¬ 
bors  who  live  near  her.  She  took 
the  Workshop  training  at  Evanston, 
Ill.,  in  the  National  W.C.T.U.  head¬ 
quarters.  About  1955  she  attended 
the  College  of  Scientific  Studies  on 
Alcohol  Education  at  Loma  Linda, 
California. 

Other  La.  W.C.T.U.  officers  are: 
vice-president,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Stevens, 
Shreveport;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Dossett,  Shreveport; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Himler,  Baton  Rouge;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Harvey  A.  Hall,  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  V.  H.  Eckard  is  president  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  W.C.T.U.  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Worthington  is  general  chairman 
of  the  Convention.  Mrs.  Henry  Nel¬ 
son  is  chairman  of  housing;  Mrs. 
Sam  Gordon  of  transportation,  Mrs. 
W.  I.  Thompson  of  the  banquet  and 
also  publicity,  Mrs.  Harvey  A.  Hall, 
W.C.T.U.  music. 

Reservations  for  the  banquet  must 
be  in  by  Saturday,  October  24.  Send 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1309,  Baton  Rouge,  $2.75  per  plate. 


The  Youth  Choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  held  their 
annual  Choir  Camp  at  Camp  Istrouma,  near  Baton  Rouge,  on  August  20, 
21  and  22. 

A  total  of  thirty-one  young  people  and  counselors  enjoyed  the  three 
day  outing  that  was  filled  with  plenty  of  eating,  swimming,  recreation  and 
singing. 

Chief  cooks  and  counselors  were  Mrs.  D.  E.  Phillips,  who  is  also  the 
president  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  in  First  Church,  New 
Iberia;  Mrs.  Ed  Frick,  A.  P.  Land,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion;  Mrs.  A.  P.  Land;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.  Mrs.  Fuller  served 
as  the  accompanist  for  the  choir.  Dick  Phillips,  a  member  of  the  Senior 
MYF,  served  as  life-guard  at  the  pool. 

The  expenses  for  the  entire  camp  were  raised  by  the  young  people 
through  Sweet  and  Rummage  Sales. 
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Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  received  The  1959  Upper  Room  Annual 
Citation  Award  for  World  Christian  Fellowship  Oct.  1  at  the  Sheraton- 
Belvedere  in  Baltimore.  Shown  above  are,  left  to  right,  Charles  C.  Parlin, 
New  York  City  Methodist  layman;  Bishop  Oxnam;  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith 
of  Oklahoma  City;  and  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  editor  of  The  Upper  Room. 


Methodists  Ask  White  House  Conference 
On  Industrial  Relations  Issues 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  President  Eisenhower  was  urged  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations  here  to 
call  a  White  House  Conference  on  the  "unresolved  issues  in  industrial 
relations.” 

In  a  telegram  to  the  Chief  Executive,  the  board  said  the  purpose  of 
the  conference  should  be  to  create  “new  social  processes  resolving  such 
conflicts  and  for  assuring  just  relationships  in  economic  life.” 


Joint  Convocation 
Planned  for 
Social  Concerns 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  The 
Methodist  Church’s  three  social  ac¬ 
tion  boards  may  join  in  sponsoring 
a  national  Convocation  on  Christian 
Social  Concerns  in  1961,  and  an  in¬ 
ternational  School  on  Social  Prob¬ 
lems  to  be  held  in  Europe  the  same 
year. 

Tentative  plans  for  the  projects 
to  be  recommended  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  agencies,  were  drafted  here  by 
staff  members  of  the  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Board 
of  World  Peace,  and  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations,  both  of 
Chicago. 

Staff  representatives  of  the  three 
boards  meet  periodically  to  discuss 
programs  and  develop  materials  of 
mutual  interest  to  the  general 
church. 

At  their  meeting  here  the  staffs 
also  voted  full  support  of  the  com¬ 
ing  churchwide  study  on  “Christ 
and  Our  Freedoms,”  which  will  tie 
in  with  the  1960  programs  of  the 
three  boards. 

The  study  book  on  “Christ  and 
Our  Freedoms,”  to  be  used  during 
j  Lent,  was  written  by  Bishop  Lloyd 
C.  Wicke,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations. 

One  aspect  of  the  study  will  be 
introduced  on  Commitment  Day  — 
Sunday,  December  6  —  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Temperance.  The 
■  theme  will  be  “How  Free  Are  You?” 
■  •  .  from  the  effects  of  alcohol,  nar¬ 
cotics,  gambling  and  pornography. 


Gift  Sent  to  Dr. 
Schweitzer’s  Leper 
Colony  by  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A  large 
shipment  of  clothing  and  supplies 
for  the  leper  colony  at  Dr.  Albert 
Schweitzer’s  hospital  in  Lambarene, 
French  Equatorial  Africa,  left  here. 

The  goods  have  been  donated  by 
various  St.  Louis  businesses  and 
will  be  a  birthday  gift  to  Dr. 
Schweitzer,  who  will  be  85  years 
old  on  January  14. 

Lisle  M.  Ramsey,  St.  Louis  bus¬ 
inessman  and  a  well-known  Bap¬ 
tist  church  leader,  will  present  the 


Accompanying  the  message  was 
the  text  of  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  board  at  its  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing  here,  which  endorsed  the  Pres¬ 
ident’s  “apparent  reluctance”  to  in¬ 
voke  the  Taft-Hartly  Act  as  a 
means  of  ending  the  steel  strike. 

“Even  at  this  late  hour  we  hope 
that  the  use  of  injunction  might  be 
avoided,”  the  resolution  said. 

Copies  of  the  resolution  also  were 
sent  to  Secretary  of  Labor  James 
P.  Mitchell,  the  President’s  fact¬ 
finding  committee  on  the  steel 
strike,  and  labor  and  management 
representatives  involved  in  the 
strike  negotiations. 

The  resolution  called  on  steel  in¬ 
dustry  union  and  management  “to 
renew  and  continue  responsible 
collective  bargaining  until  a  con¬ 
tract  is  signed.” 

“Failure  to  do  so,”  it  warned, 


gift  to  Dr.  Schweitzer,  who  won  the 
Nobel  Prize  in  1952. 

President  of  Lisle  M.  Ramsey  and 
Associates,  Inc.,  he  will  leave  here 
in  December  for  Africa.  He  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  initiating  the  special 
project. 

Mr.  Ramsey  is  president  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Heritage  of  America,  the 
organization  which  sponsors  the  an¬ 
nual  Washington  Pilgrimage  of 
American  churchmen.  He  also  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Civic  Foundation  of  Missouri. 


may  affect  the  whole  concept  of 
contractual  agreements  arrived  at 
by  free  men.” 

The  message  to  the  President  was 
signed  by  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  board  president;  Dr. 
A.  Dudley  Ward,  Chicago,  general 
secretary;  and  Dr.  William  E.  Clark, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  chairman  of  the 
board’s  sub-committee  on  indus¬ 
trial  relations. 

Zealousness  Urged 
In  Protecting 
Religious  Liberty 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (RNS) — A  prom¬ 
inent  Protestant  leader  said  here 
that  he  would  like  to  see  churches 
in  this  country  “take  less  and  do 
more”  in  the  struggle  to  preserve 
religious  liberty. 

Dr.  Claud  D.  Nelson,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Religious  Lib¬ 
erty  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  addressed  the  16th  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Pittsburg  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

He  scored  what  he  termed  a 
growing  tendency  to  accept  govern¬ 
ment  subsidy  and  compromise  on 
principles  of  the  church. 

“We  have  to  strive  for  the  right 
relation  between  the  state  and  the 
church,”  he  declared.  “I  have  seen 
religious  liberty  slowly  slip  away 
in  other  countries  where  the  church 
accepts  too  much  from  the  state.” 


Area  representatives  are  shown  here  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Adult  School  of  Alcohol  Studies  and  Christian 
Action.  The  school  was  held  at  Camp  Aldersgate,  Little 
Rock,  October  14-21.  The  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  The  Methodist  Church,  was  sponsor  for  the  school. 

Pictured  are,  I.  to  r.,  front  row:  Rev.  Bob  Edwards, 


Rev.  John  Miles,  Rev.  Miss  Fern  Cook,  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Brown, 
Mrs.  Brown,  and  Rev.  Robert  Regnier;  back  row:  Rev. 
John  Hays,  Miss  Emogene  Dunlap,  Rev.  R.  W.  Treisch- 
man,  Rev.  Elmo  Knoch ,  Rev.  Fred  Arnold,  Rev.  Woodrow 
Smith,  and  Rev.  Gerald  Fincher. 


Major  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  denominations  work  together 
through  the  Share  Our  Surplus  program  to  distribute  foods  from  America’s 
national  abundance  of  surplus  commodities  to  destitute  and  hungry  men, 
women  and  children  overseas. 

Free-will  offerings  of  the  American  people — through  churches,  re¬ 
ligious  community  observances,  and  other  church-related  witness  of  Chris¬ 
tian  concern  and  Christian  brotherhood. 

In  the  SOS  program,  aid  is  given  on  the  basis  of  need  alone  without 
question  as  to  race  or  creed. 

Areas  scheduled  to  receive  1959-1960  CWS  surplus  shipments  include: 
Austria,  Belgian  Congo,  Chile,  Egypt,  France,  Germany,  Ghana,  Greece, 
Haiti,  Hong  Kong,  India,  Indonesia,  Italy,  Jamaica,  Japan,  Jordan,  Korea, 
Lebanon,  Liberia,  Malaya,  Nigeria,  Okinawa,  Pakistan,  Poland,  Taiwan, 
Yugoslavia. 


Says  Collective  Bargaining  Now  On  Trial 


Calls  For  Freedom 
Foundation  Award 
Nominations 

Each  year,  since  its  founding  in 
1949,  Freedom  Foundation  at  Valley 
Forge  has  recognized  those  individ¬ 
uals,  ministers  an  deditors,  schools, 
organizations  and  cor porations 
throughout  the  nation  which  have 
made  notable  contributions  towards 
disseminating  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Way  of  Life 
and  the  continued  maintenance  of 
the  responsibilities  inherent  with 
our  freedoms.  This  recognition  is 
made  in  the  form  of  incentive 
awards.  .  .cash,  honor  medals,  his¬ 
toric  trips,  freedom  libraries  and 
honor  certificates.  Of  the  multi¬ 
thousands  of  nominations  received 
each  years,  approximately  750  re¬ 
ceive  awards. 

During  this  ten  year  period,  at 
the  direction  of  its  National  and 
School  Awards  Juries,  Freedoms 
Foundation  has  recognized  the  out¬ 
standing  efforts  of  many  ministers 
and  religious  bodies.  “The  Seven 
Last  Words”  radio  series  of  The 
Upper  Room  Radio-TV  Parish  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  and  college 
campus  programs  such  as  those  con¬ 
ducted  at  Florida  Southern  College 
and  Albion  College  are  just  a  few 
of  the  many  Methodist  sponsored 
programs  and  projects  that  have 
received  Freedoms  Foundation 
awards.  In  addition  numerous 
Methodist  ministers  have  been  rec¬ 
ognized  by  the  Foundation  for  their 
sermons,  which  have  brought  to 
their  congregations  a  greater  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  American  Way 
of  Life  as  based  on  the  fundamental 
belief  in  God. 

For  the  1959  awards  year  Free¬ 
doms  Foundation  announces  its 
$100,000  annual  Freedom  Awards  to 
be  made  in  practically  every  field 
of  American  endeavor.  Including 
sermons,  public  addresses,  commu¬ 
nity  programs,  editorials  and  edi¬ 
torial  cartoons,  organizational  pub¬ 
lications,  radio  and  television  pro¬ 
grams,  classroom  projects,  photo¬ 
graphs  with  captions  and  economic 
education  programs  are  awarded. 

All  nominations  submitted  for 
awards  consideration  must  have  a 
direct  relation  to  at  least  one  phase 
of  the  Credo  of  the  American  Way 
of  Life,  which  graphically  lists  our 
rights  and  freedoms  as  based  on  a 
fundamental  belief  in  God  and  con¬ 
stitutional  government.  Any  per¬ 
son  may  nominate  his  own  works 
or  the  efforts  of  others  and  submit 
as  many  entries  as  desired. 

Official  nomination  forms  and 
further  information  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing:  AWARDS  DE¬ 
PARTMENT,  FREEDOMS  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  VALLEY  FORGE,  PENN- 
SLYVANIA. 

NOMINATE  TODAY  the  acts  or 
activities  that  have  come  to  your 
attention  this  year  and  that  have, 
in  your  estimation,  effectively  an¬ 
swered  the  challenge  of  atheistic 
world  communism. 

All  material  must  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  between  October  31st  of  the 
preceeding  year  and  November  1st 
of  the  current  year.  Official  nomina¬ 
tion  forms  need  not  accompany  an 
entry  as  long  as  the  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  of  both  nominee  and  nomi¬ 
nator  are  in  evidence. 

The  National  and  School  Awards 
Jury,  responsible  for  the  evaluation 
of  all  nominated  material,  is  an  in¬ 
dependent  body  consisting  of  at 
least  30  individuals. 


Portland,  Ore.  —  Collective  bar¬ 
gaining  as  a  free,  voluntary  way  of 
doing  business  in  this  nation  for 
two  generations  faces  its  toughest 
trial  in  the  current  steel  strike,  the 
Rev.  Emerson  W.  Smith,  Chicago, 
recently  told  Methodist  leaders 


from  13  western  states. 

If  labor  and  management  contin¬ 
ue  to  shadowbox  instead  of  bar¬ 
gain,  the  whole  system  could  be  in 
jeopardy,  and  refusal  to  bargain 
could  spread  next  to  railroads,  then 
to  other  parts  of  the  economy,  he 


Arkansas  Cities  Will 
Participate  In 
Mission  To  America 

Nashville,  Tenn  (MI)  —  From 
Baltimore,  Md.,  to  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  and  in  more  than  100  other 
cities  and  communities,  outstanding 
Christian  leaders  from  other  lands 
will  “witness  to  the  United  States” 
in  a  two-month  Methodist  “Mission 
to  America.”  Included  are  Arkan¬ 
sas  cities  of  Searcy  and  Paragould, 
November  15-20,  and  Stuttgart,  No¬ 
vember  29-December  4. 

The  mission  started  October  4 
and  will  continue  until  December 
4.  Christians  from  overseas,  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups,  will  go  to 
the  more  than  10  places  for  periods 
of  up  to  a  week  “to  give  witness  to 
their  triumphant  faith  and  to  lead 
the  Methodists  of  America  toward 
a  great  spiritual  awakening  and  a 
deeper  devotion  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

The  nine  overseas  Christians  who 
will  provide  leadership  were  in¬ 
vited  to  do  so  by  the  Methodist 
boards  of  evangelism  and  missions 
and  the  Methodist  Woman’s  Divis¬ 
ion  of  Christian  Service.  The  mis¬ 
sion  was  requested  by  a  resolution 
of  the  1956  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  cities  and  areas  to  be  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  mission  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Leslie  J.  Ross, 
Nashville,  director  of  the  mission 
and  head  of  the  Departments  of 
Evangelistic  Movements  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism. 

“Readers  should  keep  in  mind,” 
said  Mr.  Ross,  “that,  not  only  will 
each  city  listed  be  involved,  but,  in 
many  cases,  other  communities  in 
that  vicinity.” 


said. 

Mr.  Smith,  associate  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  was  one  of  several  speak¬ 
ers  at  a  Western  Regional  Brief¬ 
ing  Conference  on  Chrisitan  Social 
Relations  at  First  Church,  Port¬ 
land,  Sept.  22-24. 

He  told  more  than  100  pastors 
and  laymen  that  the  strike  is  of 
gravest  concern  to  the  churches  on 
two  counts:  1)  a  labor  dispute  in 
steel  can  never  be  a  limited  con¬ 
flict;  its  impact  cannot  be  restricted 
to  the  steel  companies  or  the  United 
Steelworkers  of  America,  2)  hard 
line  tactics,  refusal  to  bargain, 
could  mean  loss  of  another  area  of 
free  enterprise. 


Council  Hears  Reports  of  Methodism9 s  Financial  Growth 


CHICAGO,  ILL.  (M3)  —  “A  decade  of  phenomenal 
financial  growth,”  is  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg’s  appraisal  of 
Methodist  benevolent  giving  from  1949  to  1959. 

Reporting  to  the  annual  session  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance,  held  here 
in  its  home  office  city  October  6-9,  he  stated  that  the 
central  treasury  handled  last  year  nearly  a  hundred 
per  cent  more  money  than  in  1949. 

Dr.  Lugg  is  general  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Council,  administering  four  major  funds  of  the  church 
and  overseeing  several  other  services  rendered  by  the 
agency. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  Washington,  D.  C.,  is 
president  of  the  Council  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  is  vice  president.  The  other 
thirty-one  members  of  the  Council  are  divided  be¬ 
tween  ministers  and  lay  men  and  women.  Among  the 
members  are  a  number  who  bring  to  the  Council  the 
benefits  of  extensive  legal  and  business  experince. 
Also  attending  from  Little  Rock  was  Joe  T.  Thompson, 
council  member. 

Total  receipts  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were 
$23,70,452,  Dr.  Lugg  reported.  This  does  not  include 


about  $11  million  raised  for  similar  purposes  by  the 
Woman’s  Societies  of  Christian  Service,  or  gifts  made 
directly  to  educational  and  philanthropic  institutions 
of  The  Methodist  Church'; 

Assets  of  the  general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church  have  increased  from  $114,371,453  to  $201,729,- 
367  during  the  decade,  Dr.  Lugg  stated. 

The  Council  reviews  annually  the  financial  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  numerous  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
denomination.  Because  this  is  the  fourth  year  of  the 
quadrennium,  the  chief  business  of  the  Council  was 
to  hear  the  askings  for  1960-64  from  representatives 
of  thirty-one  boards  and  agencies. 

In  meetings  to  be  held  in  January  and  April,  the 
Council  will  prepare  a  general  budget  for  presentation 
to  the  General  Conference  in  Denver,  April  27-May 
7,  1960. 

Th  Council’s  recommendations  to  the  80  delegates 
will  include  a  proposed  ratio  of  distribution  of  World 
Service  funds  among  the  participating  agencies  as  well 
as  allocations  of  the  General  Administration  Fund,  the 
Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  and  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  INTERCHURCH  CENTER  COMPLETED  —  New 
home  for  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the  U.  S.  Conference  for  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  and  many  other  inter-denominational  and  de¬ 
nominational  agencies  is  this  19-story,  block-square  Interchurch  Center 
in  New  York  overlooking  the  Hudson  River.  Cornerstone  for  the  $20,000,000 
facility  was  laid  by  President  Eisenhower  Oct.  12,  1958.  (RNS  Photo) 


Temperance  Leader 

Hits  Roadside  Liquor  Advertisements 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.  (RNS)  —  The  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Temperance  League  said  here  it  is  “paradoxical  that  America 
should  permit  roadside  advertising  of  beer  and  liquor  —  “the  cause  of 
most  highway  accidents.” 

Clayton  Wallace  of  Washington,  D.C.,  reported  that  40  to  50  per  cent 
of  all  the  nation’s  billboard  advertising  is  devoted  to  alcoholic  beverages. 

Efforts  to  ban  billboard  advertising  in  the  past  session  of  congress 
received  a  setback  when  an  amendment  on  the  bill  raising  the  gasoline 
tax  left  the  ban  up  to  municipalities  rather  than  states,  he  disclosed. 

Good  news  to  the  temperance  league  was  a  Gallup  poll  report  that 
the  number  of  drinkers  in  the  nation  dropped  from  67  per  cent  in  1946 
to  55  per  cent  last  year,  Mr.  Wallace  said. 


Stresses  Importance 
Of  Sunday  Schools 
To  America 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  What  hap¬ 
pens  in  Sunday  Schools  in  the  next 
10  years  “will  be  the  deciding  fac¬ 
tor  in  our  American  culture,”  the 
executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Sunday  School  Association  declared 
here. 

Dr.  Clate  A.  Risley  of  Chicago 
told  members  of  the  Atlanta  Sun¬ 
day  School  Convention  that  “the 
place  God  has  in  the  lives  of  Amer¬ 
icans  can  be  determined  by  the  Sun¬ 
day  schools  of  our  nation.”  If  the 
schools  are  going  to  be  bigger,  he 
said,  “they  must  be  better,  and  if 
they  are  to  be  better,  we  must  have 
better  teachers.” 

Speaking  at  a  banquet  at  West 
End  Baptist  church,  Dr.  Risley 
added  that  “if  America  puts  God 
first,  God  will  keep  Khrushchev 
within  bounds.  If  America  ignores 
God,  God  may  allow  Khrushchev 
to  bring  America  to  her  knees.” 


Methodists  Launch 
"Ministry  To  Deaf’ 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  nation¬ 
wide  “Ministry  to  the  Deaf”  pro¬ 
gram  was  launched  here  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

The  new  project  will  be  admin¬ 
istered  as  part  of  the  Church’s 
Goodwill  Industries,  Inc.,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  a  program  for  em¬ 
ploying  and  rehabilitating  the  phy¬ 
sically  handicapped  and  the  emo- 


Canadian  Gov’t 
Entertaining  To 
Omit  Liquor 

Ottawa,  Ont.  (RNS)  —  There  will 
be  something  missing  at  all  official 
Canadian  government  entertaining 
in  the  future  —  liquor. 

Prime  Minister  John  Diefenbak- 
er,  a  devout  Baptist,  set  the  pat¬ 
tern  at  a  dinner  in  Montreal  to 
celebrate  the  official  opening  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  Seaway. 

He  issued  orders  that  no  cocktails 
were  to  be  served.  The  experiment 
turned  out  so  successfully  that  the 
government  decided  to  make  it  an 
official  ond  regular  practice. 


tionally  disturbed. 

It  will  concentrate  on  collecting 
information  regarding  the  needs  of 
the  deaf,  assist  local  churches  in 
setting  up  facilities  to  help  them, 
and  recruit  and  train  ministers  and 
laymen  to  work  in  this  specialized 
field. 

Persons  selected  for  training  un¬ 
der  the  new  program  will  be 
briefed  at  Gallaudet  College  in 
Washington,  the  nation’s  only  spe¬ 
cially-equipped  college  for  the  deaf, 
and  through  the  Federal  Office  for 
Vocational  Rehabilitation. 

Services  to  be  provided  through 
the  new  project  will  include  preach¬ 
ing  in  sign  language,  special  in¬ 
struction  for  youth  in  Sunday 
School,  weekday  religious  classes 
and  vacation  church  schools,  per¬ 
sonal  counsel  and  ministering  to 
the  deaf  in  hospitals  and  other  in¬ 
stitutions. 


House  Report 

Calls  Pornography 
Major  Factor 
In  Delinquency 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
House  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Civil  Service,  in  a  blistering 
58-page  report  on  its  investigation 
of  obscentiy  in  the  mail,  said  that 
the  widespread  dissemination  of 
pornography  is  a  major  factor  in 
the  rising  rate  of  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency. 

The  report  embodied  the  findings 
of  a  subcommittee  headed  by  Rep- 
Kathryn  E.  Granahan  (D.-Pa.) 
which  has  been  conducting  public 
hearings  on  the  problem  since  early 
this  year. 

“Evidence  is  unmistakable  that 
juvenile  delinquency  is  increasing 
sharply  each  year,  that  it  is  more 
concerned  with  acts  of  violence, 
and  that  it  is  appearing  in  the  sub¬ 
urbs  as  well  as  the  slums,”  the  com¬ 
mittee  declared. 

Pointing  out  that  juvenile  arrests 
in  the  last  nine  years  have  multi¬ 
plied  two  and  one-half  times  while 
the  juvenile  population  has  in¬ 
creased  only  one-fourth,  the  com¬ 
mittee  said,  “We  believe  that  an 
examination  of  the  type  of  publi¬ 
cations  with  which  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  can  only  lead  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  filth  of  this  type  on  the 
immature  mind  is  demoralizing  and 
at  best  a  factor  leading  to  degrada¬ 
tion,  crime  and  violence.” 

The  report  cited  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  Nicholas  Frignito,  psychiatrist 
and  medical  director  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Municipal  Court,  who 
warned  that  “antisocial,  delinquent 
and  criminal  activity  frequently  re¬ 
sults  from  sexual  stimulation  by 
pornography;  the  abnormal  stimu¬ 
lation  creates  such  a  demand  for 
expression  that  gratification  by 
various  means  follows  —  girls  run 
away  from  home,  boys  and  men 
unable  to  resist  undue  stimulation 
become  sexually  aggressive  and 
generally  incorrigible.” 

Rep.  Granahan  said  that  the  chief 
concern  of  her  subcommittee  is  that 
obscenity  “tends  to  destroy  the 
moral  standards.” 

“Many  parents  are  seemingly  un¬ 
aware  of  the  scope  and  seriousness 
of  the  problem,”  she  said.  “Cer¬ 
tainly,  safeguarding  the  character 
and  morals  of  our  children  and 
youth  is  as  important  as  protecting 
their  physical  and  mental  health.” 

The  committee  emphasized  the 
need  for  local  community  action  to 
clean  up  newsstands,  but  observed 
that  stricter  law  enforcement  is  not 
the  whole  solution. 

“Federal  legislation,”  said  the 
committee,  “will  not  substitute  for 
parental  guidance  nor  absolve  par¬ 
ents  from  their  obligation  to  guide 


He  said  the  reduction  had  been 
blamed  on  education  work  of  tem¬ 
perance  groups  “and  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  take  credit  for  it.” 

Mr.  Wallace  said  about  a  third  of 
the  nation’s  counties  now  are  dry 
and  that  studies  by  the  league  have 
shown  that  the  rate  of  alcoholism 
is  much  lower  in  dry  territory  than 
where  liguor  is  legally  sold. 

However,  Mr.  Wallace  empha¬ 
sized  that  his  group  is  “not  con¬ 
cerned  about  prohibition.”  It  is 
primarily  concerned  with  education 
stressing  that  “moderate  and  social 
drinking  lead  to  alcoholism.” 

The  National  Temperance  league 
is  made  up  of  44  state  groups,  all 
church-related. 

Methodists  Donate 
Tractor-Trailer 
To  CWS 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank  of  St. 
Louis  formally  presented  a  new 
tractor-trailer  truck  to  the  Church 
World  Service  center  here  for  area 
collections  in  the  agency’s  nation¬ 
wide  United  Clothing  Appeal  drive. 

The  truck  was  donated  by  the 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief.  It  was  accepted  at  a  dedi¬ 
cation  ceremony  by  Dr.  Elmer  J. 
F.  Arndt,  general  manager  of  the 
CWS  Center  and  representative  of 
the  Metropolitan  Church  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Greater  St.  Louis. 

CWS  is  the  overseas  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  which  represents  some  38,000,000 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  believers 
in  the  U.S. 


their  children  by  appealing  to  their 
instincts  as  forcefully  and  attrac¬ 
tively  as  the  ‘dirt  peddlers’.” 

“The  American  home  is  the  tar¬ 
get  of  the  pornographic  attack,” 
said  the  Congressional  group;  “the 
American  home  must  also  be  the 
center  of  the  counterattack  against 
pornography.” 

Trend  Toward  Fixing 
Reformation  Observance 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  trend  is 
developing  toward  a  more  stabilized 
observance  by  Protestants  of  the 
Reformation  Festival  on  the  Sunday 
before  Oct.  31. 

With  the  date  of  the  celebration 
unfixed  by  any  single  authoritative 
body,  individual  denominations  have 
celebrated  it  optionally  on  either  the 
Sunday  preceding  or  the  one  fol¬ 
lowing  Reformation  Day,  on  the  day 
itself,  or  not  at  all. 

Increasingly,  the  day  is  becoming 
one  of  Protestantism’s  great  festi¬ 
vals.  It  commemorates  Martin  Luth¬ 
er’s  dramatic  nailing  of  his  95  theses 
on  the  Castle  church  door  at  Witten¬ 
berg,  Germany,  Oct.  31,  1517,  unex¬ 
pectedly  touching  off  a  Church  re¬ 
form  movement  that  swept  across 
Europe. 
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Private  Worlds  And  A  United  World 

MANY  churches  and  Christians  are  giving  thought  during 
these  days  to  world  order  and  the  United  Nations.  Next 
Saturday  marks  the  13th  anniversary  of  United  Nations, 
and  Sunday,  October  25,  is  World  Order  Sunday.  Many  church 
groups  have  been  holding  classes,  study  and  discussion  groups  en¬ 
deavoring  to  help  more  Methodists  understand  issues  involved  in 
world  peace  and  how  the  United  Nations  continues  to  be  man's 
best  organized  effort  for  world  peace. 

There  is  no  more  significant  issue  facing  the  world  today. 
Many  issues  that  sap  our  energy,  frustrate  our  efforts  and  consume 
our  time  are  really  but  parts  of  this  larger  issue  of  world  peace. 
Solve  the  big  issue  and  many  smaller  issues  will  work  themselves 
out.  Solve  many  of  the  smaller  issues  in  a  Christian  way  and 
world  peace  will  come  as  a  natural  result.  Many  well  meaning 
persons  whose  primary  concern  is  preservation  of  their  own  little 
private  world  are  doing  more  than  anyone  else  to  hinder  progress 
in  the  things  that  make  for  peace. 

Christian  people  probably  have  more  at  stake  in  the  struggle 
for  world  peace  than  any  other  group.  The  very  nature  of  the 
Christian  faith  is  peace,  oneness,  right  relations  between  persons, 
neighborliness,  extending  the  helping  hand,  laying  down  one’s  life 
for  another,  holding  up  the  sacredness  and  worth  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual  life.  The  New  Testament  is  full  of  admonitions,  exhorta¬ 
tions,  references  to  Christian  principles  applying  to  personal  and 
group  relationships.  The  great  commandment  portrays  love  of 
God  and  man  as  the  fulfillment  of  all  law.  Christian  people  have 
been  preaching  peace  for  almost  20  centuries  and  their  stake  in 
man’s  search  for  peace  is  becoming  greater  with  the  passing  of 
each  year. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  what  many  religious  groups  have 
made  substantial  contributions  directly  to  the  search  for  world 
peace.  Their  activity,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  helped  to 
create  a  climate  in  which  world  leaders  have  been  able  to  work 
with  greater  effectiveness.  Relief  programs,  contributions  of  lead¬ 
ership,  counseling,  furnishing  ideas,  and  keeping  alive  the  spark 
of  hope  are  all  specific  services  rendered  by  church  groups  which 
make  for  peace.  However,  we  believe  that  the  greatest  contribu¬ 
tion  which  any  church  group  can  make  is  on  local  levels  in  day  to 
day  living,  thinking,  working.  Individual  lives  all  about  us  need 
help  in  the  things  that  make  for  peace.  Our  private  and  selfish 
little  worlds  will  forever  stay  the  realization  of  real  world  order 
as  long  as  these  conflict  with  the  greatest  good  for  other  people. 
Love  of  self  must  be  forsaken  for  love  of  God  and  man.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  lived  out  in  the  lives  of  each  one  of  us  can  do  more  to 
make  peace  possible  than  disarmament,  summit  meetings,  world 
conflabs,  or  a  fully  stocked  missile  pantry.  Some  of  these  matters 
may  be  necessary  but  they  will  not  really  be  successful  until  men 
learn  to  live  together  as  brothers  and  love  supremely  their  God. 

Peace  in  itself  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  but  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is.  The  Kingdom  becomes  a  reality  when  all  men  live  in  a  right 
relation  with  one  another.  Peace  describes  that  relationship.  The 
Christian  Church’s  supreme  task  is  to  lead  men  to  love  God  and 
their  fellowman  with  all  their  hearts,  giving  up  in  a  sense  their 
own  little  private  worlds,  that  all  men  may  share  a  united  world 
under  Christ. 

Reckoning  The  Final  Score 

WE  love  a  football  game  as  much  as  anyone,  and  see  our 
share  of  them.  The  thrill  of  the  game  itself,  the  visual 
and  vocal  participation  of  the  crowds,  the  loyalty  to  one 
of  the  teams,  the  uncertainty  of  the  game’s  outcome,  the  exhilara- 
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tion  of  clean  conflict,  and  the  discipline  of  the  game,  all  these  and 
other  factors  contribute  to  making  football  the  tremendous  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  for  millions  of  Americans  each  autumn  weekend. 

We  never  attend  a  game,  however,  but  what  we  marvel  at  the 
devotion  of  fans  for  one  of  the  teams.  We  find  ourselves  con¬ 
tinually  comparing  this  devotion  to  that  which  church  members 
have  for  their  churches  and  Christians  have  for  their  Christ. 

For  example,  when  a  team  is  “up,”  is  a  winner,  its  drawing 
appeal  is  overwhelming.  Possession  of  tickets  for  the  big  game 
becomes  a  sign  of  status.  However,  no  one  knows  better  than  foot¬ 
ball  coaches  how  fickle  the  crowds  can  become.  With  a  sudden, 
or  even  slow  turn  of  events,  a  series  of  losing  games,  attendance 
and  interest  dwindles.  The  crowd  turns  elsewhere  for  amusement. 
There  is,  however,  that  hard  core  of  supporters  who,  through  thick 
and  thin,  rain  or  shine,  win  or  lose,  stick  by  the  team  to  the  end. 

One  of  the  great  factors  facing  the  Church  today  is  that  in 
many  respects  it  is  “up,”  is  winning.  We  have  more  members, 
larger  attendance,  more  people  involved  in  church  programs,  more 
giving.  Statistically,  the  Church  seems  to  be  gaining  ground.  But 
important  as  these  indexes  of  church  life  may  be,  is  the  Church 
really  winning  the  game,  capturing  the  world  for  Christ  and  His 
way  of  life?  Are  lives  really  being  changed,  is  society  being  trans¬ 
formed,  are  souls  being  redeemed?  These  are  the  really  determin¬ 
ing  factors  that  add  up  in  the  final  score.  Church  leaders  will  err 
if  too  much  dependence  is  placed  on  factors  that  can  be  neatly 
calculated.  The  factors  that  really  determine  the  Church’s  success 
are  oftentimes  not  in  the  box  score  reported  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Church  also  has  its  loyal  supporters  who  stand  by  through 
every  phase  of  the  Church’s  life.  These  are  they  who  are  always 
present  or  accounted  for  in  every  move  of  the  Church.  Through 
thick  or  thin,  their  devotion  is  unquestioned.  Thank  God  for  these, 
for  on  them  the  Church  is  really  being  built. 
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A  report  on  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  Board 
of  World  Peace  U.N.  Seminar,  held  at  United  Na¬ 
tions,  New  York,  October  5-8,  in  which  33  ministers 
and  laymen  took  part. 

...  Or  We  Shall 
Surely  Die 

By  John  S.  Workman 

Pastor,  the  Methodist  Church,  Berryville,  Arkansas 

" The  greatest  adventure  of  all  is  not  to  go  to  the  moon  or  to  explore 
the  rings  of  Saturn.  It  is,  rather,  to  understand  the  heart  and  soul  of  man 
and  to  turn  away  from  wrath  and  destruction  and  toward  creativeness  and 
brotherly  love.  We  cannot  look  at  the  world  today  without  realizing  that 
our  mastery  of  ourselves  has  not  kept  pace  with  our  mastery  of  inanimate 
nature.  We  now  have  the  power  to  destroy  each  other  and  all  the  works  of 
civilization,  but  we  have  not  yet  invented  a  sure  way  to  control  this  power. 
Now  we  must  arise  out  of  our  long  childhood  and  play  the  part  of  wise, 
mature  and  humane  men — all  of  us,  all  mankind,  of  whatever  political  or 
religious  faith — or  tue  shall  surely  die.” 

Editorial,  New  York  Times,  October  7,  1957,  after  Sputnik  I. 


Across  the  street  from  the  im¬ 
pressive  cluster  of  buildings  which 
houses  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York  City  is  a  small  park.  At  one 
end  of  its  walk-way  is  a  granite 
wall  upon  which  are  engraved  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Micah: 

“They  shall  beat  their  swords 
into  plowshares,  and  their  spears 
into  pruning  hooks;  nation  shall 
not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learn  war  any 
more.  .  .” 

These  words  form  a  fitting  theme 
for  that  for  which  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  stands:  peace  for  all  mankind. 
The  political,  social  and  economic 
hopes  and  fears  of  the  peoples  of 
the  world  are  met  in  this  great  or¬ 
ganization  of  82  nations.  As  one  be¬ 
comes  familiar  with  its  purposes, 
its  Charter,  the  words  of  it’s  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Human  Rights,  he  is  made 
aware  that  its  goals  and  aims  are 
akin  to  those  of  the  Kingdom  itself. 
Surely  the  United  Nations  deserves 
the  closest  study,  prayers,  and  sup¬ 
port  of  Methodists. 

This  past  October  4  through  8 
thirty-three  members  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  U.N.  Seminar, 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  World  Peace,  Rev. 
H.  W.  Jinske,  Chairman,  had  the 
privilege  of  making  an  on-the-spot 
study  of  the  United  Nations.  It  is 
truly  one  of  the  great  facts  of  our 
time.  As  one  who  had  this  privilege, 
I  feel  obligated  to  share  some  of  my 
impressions  of  this  visit  with  you. 

We  Are  Living  In  One  World 

I  came  home  with  the  renewed 
consciousness  that  we  are  living  in 
one  world.  This  is  not  a  new  fact 
for  most  of  us;  but  many  are  coming 
to  a  realization  of  its  urgent  impli¬ 
cations  for  all  mankind.  We  must 
learn  to  live  together  or  we  will 
die  together! 

As  one  sits  in  the  visitors  section 
of  the  great  General  Assembly  hall 
there  sweeps  over  him  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  common  origin  and  des¬ 


tiny  of  man.  We  are  all  in  this  to¬ 
gether.  There  sits  a  turbaned  North 
African  with  his  colorful  robes 
flowing;  here  is  a  blond  Scandinav¬ 
ian;  there  is  the  woman  delegate 
from  Lyberia;  here  is  the  delegation 
from  Ghana.  The  speaker  behind 
the  podium  is  from  Spain;  one  must 
tune  his  earphone  set  to  the  proper 
number  to  hear  a  translation  into 
English.  The  very  fact  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  are  being  simultaneously 
translated  into  each  of  five  langu¬ 
ages — French,  Spanish,  English, 
Russian,  and  Chinese — impressed 
you  with  the  fact  of  our  mutual 
involvement  and  our  mutual  con¬ 
cern  for  the  peace  of  the  world. 

And  this  contact  between  those  of 
differing  nationalities,  creeds  and 
colors  is  doing  something  for  those 
involved.  One  of  those  who  spoke 
to  our  Seminar,  Mr.  Joseph  McCabe, 
an  Englishman  working  with  the 
Technical  Assistance  program,  said 
that  it  is  an  “exciting  personal  ex¬ 
perience”  to  work  in  such  an  at¬ 
mosphere.  “One  learns  to  accept 
people  regardless  of  their  race,  color 
or  religion.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  aspects  of  living  and 
working  in  the  U.N.”  And  he  added 
that  “one  may  learn  that  his  closest 
personal  friend  is  an  Asian,  an  In¬ 
dian,  or  an  African.” 

One  comes  away  from  the  United 
Nations  with  the  realization  that  we 
are,  indeed,  "in  this  together,”  and 
that  we  must  find  a  way  for  man  to 
live  together  in  peace. 

The  Neglected  Peoples  Are  On 
The  Way  Up 

Another  very  strong  impression 
which  one  receives  on  a  visit  to  the 
U.N.  is  that  the  "neglected”  peoples 
of  the  world  are  at  last  beginning 
to  have  their  chance.  This  may  well 
be  the  greatest  service  which  the 
U.N.  is  providing  for  the  peoples  of 
the  world.  Of  such  great  signifi¬ 
cance  is  this  fact  that  the  historian 
Arnold  Toynbee  has  said  that  our 
age  will  be  remembered,  not  for  its 


wars  or  for  its  scientific  achieve¬ 
ments,  but  for  its  having  been  the 
first  age  which  has  dared  to  make 
the  benefits  of  mankind  available 
to  all  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

And  so  the  United  Nations  is  more 
than  a  "permanent  diplomatic  con¬ 
ference”  to  prevent  war.  It  is  the 
world’s  people  banded  together  to 
create  the  conditions  which  make 
for  peace.  It  is  a  positive  approach 
to  removing  the  causes  of  war.  Such 
U.N.  bodies  as  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  the  Food  and 
Agricultural  Organization  (FAO), 
the  United  Nations  Children’s  Emer¬ 
gency  Fund  (UNICEF),  and  a  host 
of  others,  are  dedicated  to  leveling 
the  inequalities  which  are  a  major 
cause  of  wars.  When  one  realizes 
that  only  10%  of  the  world’s  chil¬ 
dren  ever  begin  a  high  school  edu¬ 
cation  (and  that  only  1%  of  that 
number  go  on  to  college);  that  Vt 
of  the  world  is  needlessly  hungry; 
that  in  Ethiopia,  for  example,  there 
is  only  one  doctor  for  every  120,000 
persons  (in  the  U.S.  the  ratio  is  1 
to  800);  that  the  average  income  of 
the  world’s  people  is  only  $35.00 
and  that  half  of  the  world’s  people 
subsist  on  an  average  per  capita 
income  of  $200;  when  one  is  con¬ 
scious  of  these  facts,  he  realizes  that 
an  organization  dedicated  to  raising 
the  levels  of  life  is  most  certainly 
removing  the  causes  of  future  wars. 
Such  an  effort  deserves  our  prayer 
and  our  active  support. 

The  Peoples  of  The  World 
Want  Peace 

One  is  strongly  impressed  with 
the  dedication  to  an  ideal  which 
is  so  evident  in  those  who  work  for 
the  United  Nations.  It  seems  to  re¬ 
flect  a  great  universal  desire  of  the 
peoples  of  the  world:  that  all  of  us 
do  earnestly  want  peace.  From  the 
young  woman  guide  who  conducted 
our  group  through  the  U.N.  build¬ 
ing  to  the  representatives  of  the 
various  nations  who  spoke  to  our 
Seminar,  all  with  whom  we  came 
in  contact  radiated  this  dedicated 
spirit  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
peace.  It  was  a  thrilling  thing  to 
witness.  It  gives  one  greater  hope 
for  the  future. 

On  one  afternoon  we  sat  in  a  con¬ 
ference  room  and  watched  the  Rus¬ 
sian  delegation  working  in  harmony 


with  those  of  the  West  in  a  common 
concern  for  the  children  of  the 
world,  for  their  physical,  social  and 
economic  welfare.  There  are  areas 
where  the  nations  of  East  and  West 
can  work  together.  And  the  United 
Nations  is  making  this  possible. 

Only  One  Alternative  To 

International  Cooperation 

In  these  days  there  can  be  only 
one  alternative  to  international  co¬ 
operation:  death  and  destruction. 
As  one  goes  about  the  largest  city 
in  our  nation  he  is  impressed  with 
the  ominous  signs  on  every  hand 
that  we  are  living  in  an  age  when 
terrible  devastation  hovers  just 
around  the  corner.  “In  case  of  air 
raid  go  to  such-and-such  shelter”  is 
a  common  sign  seen  in  New  York 
City.  To  quote  again  the  Editor  of 
the  New  York  Times,  “.  .  .  we  must 
arise  out  of  our  long  childhood  and 
play  the  part  of  wise,  mature  and 
humane  men  ...  or  we  shall  surely 
die.” 

The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  called  the  United  Nations  the 
“best  political  hope  for  peace.”  It 
affords  the  nations  of  the  world 
their  best  political  opportunity  to 
date  to  find  a  common  ground  for 
agreement  on  issues  which  would 
otherwise  split  our  world  asunder. 

God  Is  There 

One  cannot  help  but  feel,  as  he 
watches  the  peoples  of  the  world 
gathered  around  the  peace  table, 
that  there  is  Another  who  is  present. 
The  God  who  is  our  common  Father 
is  concerned  with  these  doings;  His 
presence  is  felt  as  men  seek  to  save 
this  age.  But  let  us  never  make  the 
mistake  of  believing  that  man  can 
lift  himself  out  of  the  chaos  of 
these  days  alone.  Only  by  God’s 
guidance,  help  and  deliverance  may 
we  be  saved.  We  labor  in  vain  if  we 
labor  without  his  guidance. 

Let  every  Methodist  become  a 
crusader  for  world  peace.  Let  him 
become  informed  about  those  or¬ 
ganizations  of  men  and  nations  that 
work  untiringly  for  peace.  Let  him 
become  active  in  the  peace  move¬ 
ment.  And  let  him  first,  foremost, 
and  finally,  live  as  a  witness  to  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  through  Whom  and 
by  Whom  the  world’s  peace  must 
surely  come. 


OCTOBER  22,  1959 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


A  RELIGION  OF  CONVENIENCE 


If  we  were  asked  how  our  present  American  civilization  is  su¬ 
perior  to  former  modes  of  living,  would  not  most  of  us  mention  our 
physical  comforts  and  conveniences?  Our  houses  are  more  commodi¬ 
ous,  our  housekeeping  has  been  delivered  from  much  of  its  drudgery, 
hours  of  work  are  shorter  and  travel  is  swifter. 

Ours  has  been  called  a  sitting  civilization.  We  can  hear  voices 
and  music  from  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Soon  we  shall  see  events  tele¬ 
vised  from  Europe.  We  can  do  and  have  all  these  things  while 
seated  in  comfortable  chairs  in  our  living  rooms. 

Some  years  ago  a  summer  camp  in  northern  New  England  put 
out  a  descriptive  booklet  to  lure  patrons.  It  bore  the  intriguing  title, 
“Roughing  It  Smoothly.”  Whatever  that  means,  that  is  what  we 
seem  to  want. 

Do  we  not  measure  our  advancement  by  the  increase  of  our  com¬ 
forts?  Have  we  not  heard  self-made  men  say,  “I  do  not  want  my 
children  to  have  it  as  hard  as  I  had  it?” 

By  many  work  is  looked  upon  as  the  necessary  hardship  by  which 
we  earn  money  to  do  what  we  want  and  the  sooner  we  get  it  over 
with,  the  better. 

We  are  told  that  the  church  should  give  people  what  they  want. 
An  advertising  man  once  analyzed  the  desires  of  people  and  sought 
to  sell  his  findings  to  the  churches.  He  listed  the  popular  desires 
in  order  of  their  appeal. 

I  forgot  the  exact  order,  but  the  list  included  such  desires  as 
how  to  be  happy,  how  to  be  well,  how  to  get  ahead  in  the  world,  how 
to  get  along  with  people.  His  point  was  that  if  preachers  would 
study  what  people  want  and  then  fit  their  messages  to  popular  de¬ 
sires,  the  churches  would  soon  be  full. 

Well  there  seems  to  be  some  logic  in  the  argument.  The  church 
is  to  serve  the  people,  therefore  it  must  reach  the  people.  Religion 
should  be  made  winsome  and  attractive.  Make  the  church  as  beau¬ 
tiful  and  comfortable  as  possible.  Cushion  the  pews,  condition  the 
air,  improve  the  music. 

How  far  we  have  gone  in  our  efforts  to  sell  religion  to  the  people 
by  appealing  to  their  comfort  and  convenience  was  made  vivid  to  me 
when  I  attended  church  in  Russia  a  few  years  ago. 

I  was  a  member  of  an  official  mission  visiting  the  Soviet  Union 
to  learn  what  had  happened  to  relief  supplies  sent  to  that  country 
during  the  war.  We  were  under  the  guidance  of  a  government 
agency. 

When  we  asked  to  visit  the  churches,  the  government  agents  ad¬ 
vised  against  it,  thereby  clearly  showing  their  indifference,  even 
their  hostility  to  the  church.  Nevertheless  we  insisted  on  going. 

There  were  no  signs  in  front  of  the  churches  announcing  services 
or  the  preachers,  no  cushioned  pews.  The  worshipers  stood  and  the 
services  in  the  Orthodox  churches  lasted  three  hours. 

When  I  saw  the  long  queues  waiting  to  get  in,  and  then  con¬ 
trasted  the  discomfort  endured  by  those  poorly  dressed  Russian  peo¬ 
ple  with  our  American  efforts  to  secure  congregations  by  advertis¬ 
ing  services  as  brief,  breezy  and  brotherly,  I  could  not  but  wonder 
if  we  in  this  so-called  Christian  land  took  our  religion  as  seriously 
as  those  Russians  living  under  a  godless  government. 

Maybe  we  have  carried  our  cult  of  comfort  and  convenience  to 
the  point  where  it  is  making  us  soft  and  complacent.  Maybe  with 
all  our  pious  talk  about  “putting  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,”  we 
have  been  thinking  of  it  as  a  tailor-made  costume  cut  to  our  measure. 

There  is  no  virtue  in  drudgery  and  it  is  good  to  have  conveni¬ 
ences  for  our  housekeeping.  But  homekeeping  cannot  always  be 
conducted  with  an  eye  to  convenience.  Families  are  held  together 
because  members  make  sacrifices  for  one  another. 

Church  buildings  should  be  made  comfortable.  Hard  seats  and 
bad  air  do  not  soften  hearts  and  cleanse  consciences.  But  all  the 
great  religions  stress  the  need  of  sacrifice.  Judaism  has  its  altars. 
Christianity  has  its  cross.  And  we  cannot  make  the  cross  into  a 
couch. 

Christ  bade  His  disciples  take  up  their  cross  and  follow  Him.  To 
take  up  the  cross  is  to  do  some  extra  good  which  we  could  avoid. 

Maybe  we  are  getting  soft.  If  so,  we  are  in  danger. 


"Alright,  go  ahead  and  name  me  some  good 
reasons  why  I  should  pledge!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Useful  New  Books  for  Laymen 

Several  months  ago  an  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  in  this  column  that  a 
Lending  Library  had  been  formed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  helping 
laymen  to  become  better  informed 
on  the  Bible,  The  Methodist  Church, 
and  on  Christian  practices  and  liv¬ 
ing.  The  library  is  growing  steadily 
and  now  has  nearly  150  useful  vol¬ 
umes.  Membership  in  the  Lending 
Library  is  $1.50  per  year.  If  you 
will  mail  this  amount  to  me  at 
Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  I  shall  send 
you  a  list  of  available  books  so  that 
you  can  begin  borrowing  and  read¬ 
ing  them  immediately.  The  Library 
has  just  received  several  very  good 
books  from  The  John  Knox  Press. 
The  price  is  listed  with  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  each  book  described  below. 
You  may  buy  any  of  these  books 
listed  for  your  own  library,  or  you 
may  borrow  them  from  the  Lending 
Library. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  REFOR¬ 
MATION,  By  William  Stevenson, 
John  Knox  Press,  206  pages,  $3.50. 
This  book  is  concise,  and  very  in¬ 
formative.  It  highlights  the  prin¬ 
cipal  incidents  which  brought  about 
the  Protestant  Reformation  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  It  begins  with  Luther’s  strug¬ 
gle  to  maintain  true  Christianity 
in  Germany  and  covers  many  of  the 
incidents  during  the  Reformation  in 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
Reign  of  Henry  Eighth,  which 
brought  about  England’s  divorce 
from  Roman  Catholicism  and  the 
Reformation  in  Scotland. 

COMMUNION  WITH  YOUNG 
SAINTS,  By  E.  Ashby  Johnson, 
John  Knox  Press,  111  pages,  $2.00. 
This  is  a  delightful  little  book  and 
should  be  read  by  all  fathers  of 
small  boys.  It  deals  with  a  few  of 


the  many  questions  that  arise  with¬ 
in  the  bosom  of  the  family  as  little 
boys  grow  up  to  be  big  boys.  Any 
one  who  has  been  through  these 
eye-opening  days  will  re-live  many 
of  his  own  experiences,  even  if 
those  days  are  a  part  of  the  past,  as 
mine  are.  The  author  is  a  college 
professor,  and  in  case  you  think  all 
of  them  are  dull,  you  are  wrong  as 
a  30-inch  yardstick! 

THE  FULFILLMENT  OF  LIFE, 
By  Owen  M.  Weatherly,  158  pages, 
$3.00.  This  book  is  written  in  a 
most  readable  style,  especially  since 
the  author  deals  with  some  of  the 
deepest  laws  of  life.  Most  laymen 
tend  to  shy  away  from  any  sort  of 
theological  discussion  as  if  it  were 
either  a  plague  or  a  religious  taboo. 
We  all  need  to  be  much  better  in¬ 
formed  on  the  laws  of  God  and  His 
wishes  for  us.  This  book  is  written 
by  a  Baptist  minister  who  is  truly 
a  man  of  men  as  well  as  a  man  of 
God. 

THE  LAYMAN’S  BIBLE  COM¬ 
MENTARY,  Balmer  H.  Kelly,  Ed¬ 
itor,  25  volumes,  $2.00  each.  This 
new  work  on  the  Bible  is  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  come  off  the  press.  Vol¬ 
umes  1  (Introduction  to  the  Bible), 
14  (Hosea,  Joel,  Amos,  Obadiah, 
Jonah),  and  18  (Luke)  are  the  first 
ones  that  have  come  to  my  desk. 
This  work  may  well  be  one  of  the 
outstanding  commentaries  of  the 
Bible  for  this  century.  The  price  is 
quite  reasonable  ...  if  4  or  more 
volumes  are  purchased  at  one  time, 
the  cost  is  $1.75  per  volume,  thus 
making  the  entire  set  cost  less  than 
$50.00. 

Let  me  repeat  that  all  of  the 
above  books  are  available  to  you 
if  you  join  the  Lending  Library. 
In  case  you  want  them  for  your 
own  library,  I’ll  be  glad  to  buy 
them  for  you. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Leeton  bated  on  "International  Sunday  School  Losiona;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  November  1,  1959:  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  IN  ACTION 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  4:15-37;  5:1-26.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS 
4:32-37;  5:12-16. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  company  of  those  who  believed  were  of  one 
heart  and  soul,  and  no  one  said  that  any  of  the  things  he  possessed 
was  his  own,  but  they  had  everything  in  common.  Acts  4:32.  (RSV) 


This  is  the  fifth  and  last  lesson  of  Unit  X. 
These  five  lessons  have  each  been  a  discussion 
of  some  phase  of  witnessing  for  Christ.  Today 
that  witnessing  takes  the  form  of  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  and  helpfulness  within  the  Christian 
group.  The  first  four  of  these  lessons  have  been 
discussing  some  form  of  witnessing  for  Christ 
before  the  non-Christian  world.  In  today’s  les¬ 
son  this  witnessing  is  expressed  through  a  pro¬ 
per  consideration  for  and  a  right  relationship 
with  those  people  who  made  up  the  close  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ. 

At  this  stage  of  the  Christian  movement, 
the  Christian  group  was  comparatively  small. 
In  their  meetings  they  must  have  come  to  know 
each  other  personally  and  understand  the  par¬ 
ticular  problems  confronting  the  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group.  Their  fellowship  was  not 
based  on  the  usual  pattern  of  interest  that  draws 
people  together.  The  members  of  the  group  had 
come  from  various  walks  of  life,  educationally 
and  socially.  Some  seemed  to  be  comfortably 
fixed  financially  while  some  were  extremely 
poor.  There  was  a  tie,  however,  which  bound 
this  mixed  group  together  in  a  uniform  interest. 
That  tie  was  a  common  faith  in  a  risen  Christ, 
and  a  desire  to  advance  the  cause  for  which  He 
gave  His  life. 

These  followers  of  Christ  were  Jews  for 
whom  the  Temple  was  the  central  place  of  wor¬ 
ship.  At  this  time  it  had  not  dawned  upon  Chris¬ 
tian  people  that  the  Christian  movement  was  to 
develop  into  a  church  apart  from  the  Jewish 
church.  Jesus  himself  had  spent  Passion  Week 
in  Jerusalem  in  and  around  the  Temple.  The 
Jews  generally  believed  in  a  promised  Messiah. 
However  they  believed  that  the  Messiah  was 
yet  to  come.  The  Christian  Jews  believed  that 
Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah  and  they  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Jewish  leaders,  in  spiritual 
blindness,  had  refused  to  accept  Christ  and  had 
even  attempted  to  destroy  Him  by  crucifixion. 

Today’s  lesson  opens  with  a  statement  which 
indicates  the  unity  of  spirit  which  characterized 
the  Jewish  Christians.  We  are  told  that  “The 
multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one 
heart  and  of  one  soul:  neither  said  any  of  them 
that  aught  of  the  things  which  he  possessed  was 
his  own;  but  they  had  all  things  common.” 

This  Not  An  Experiment  In  Communism 

There  are  some  with  a  socialistic,  commu¬ 
nistic  philosophy  who  attempt  to  justify  their 
social  and  economic  theories  on  the  assumption 
that  these  theories  are  taught  here  in  the  Bible. 
A  brief  examination  of  the  activities  described 
in  our  lesson  will  show  that  they  differ  widely 
from  communistic  theories. 

(1)  In  the  first  place  this  pooling  of  re¬ 
sources  was  entirely  voluntary.  Those  who  chose 
to  contribute  to  the  fund  were  free  to  do  so.  It 
was  not  required.  Those  who  did  contribute 
were  under  no  compulsion  to  give  all  they  pos¬ 
sessed.  The  Revised  Standard  Version  says  of 
Barnabus  that  he  “sold  a  field  that  belonged  to 
him,  and  brought  the  money  and  laid  it  at  the 
apostles’  feet.”  Barnabas  sold  “a  field.”  A  study 
of  his  life  at  later  periods  would  indicate  that 
he  had  other  possessions  which  were  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  this  gift.  Ananias  and  Sapphira  were  not 
condemned  for  keeping  part  of  the  price  of  their 
land,  but  for  lying  to  God  and  Peter  in  pretend¬ 
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ing  that  the  amount  contributed  represented  the 
whole  price  of  the  land. 

(2)  The  words  of  the  apostle  Peter  indi¬ 
cate  that  private  ownership  of  property  was 
readily  recognized  as  the  right  of  the  individual 
Christian. 

(3)  This  experiment  involved  no  common 
effort  in  production.  It  was  only  in  sharing. 

(4)  The  goods  were  distributed  on  the  bas¬ 
is  of  need  and  not  in  an  effort  to  make  all  fi¬ 
nancially  equal.  All  of  these  ideas  are  con¬ 
trary  to  communistic  socialism. 

This  was  an  untried  experiment  to  meet  an 
emergency  in  the  early  life  of  the  Christian 
community.  While  it  may  have  solved  an  im¬ 
mediate  problem  it  apparently  created  a  per¬ 
manent  problem.  At  a  later  time  Paul  took 
collections  in  churches  far  from  Jerusalem  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  poor  in  the  Jerusalem 
church.  This  was  likely  a  situation  caused  by 
selling  capital  stock  to  be  used  in  current  costs 
of  living. 

There  is  no  record  of  this  experiment  ever 
having  been  tried  or  recommended  in  any  of 
the  various  churches  established  outside  of 
Jerusalem. 

Early  Church  Fait  a  Responsibility  for  the  Poor 

It  is  indicated  here,  and  in  other  places  in 
the  New  Testament,  however,  that  the  Christian 
church  did  feel  a  responsibility  for  the  poor 
and  made  plans  to  meet  their  needs. 

Care  for  the  poor  was  a  common  practice 
in  the  Jewish  church,  and  had  been  throughout 
the  history  of  the  Jewish  church.  Jews  who 
were  converted  to  Christianity  had  this  virtue 
already  instilled  in  their  lives  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  they  exercised  this  virtue  more 
religiously,  as  Christians,  than  they  did  in  the 
Jewish  church. 

Today  the  church  has  largely  surrendered 
this  function  to  state  and  government  welfare 
agencies  and  community  chest  agencies  and  the 
Salvation  Army.  In  so  doing,  the  church  has 
often  lost  contact  with  people  at  a  point  of  great 
physical  need  and  in  turn  has  lost  opportunities 
for  a  spiritual  ministry  where  hearts  would  be 
open  to  receive  it.  Jesus  declared  that  one 
standard  by  which  we  are  to  be  judged  at  the 
end  of  the  way  is  our  attitude  towards  and  our 
response  to  the  needs  of  the  underprivileged  of 
earth. 

Resurrection  a  Basic  Doctrine  of  Early  Church 

Whatever  may  be  the  emphasis  which  the 
church  places  on  the  resurrection  today,  with¬ 
out  question  the  resurrection  of  Christ  was  a 
basic  doctrine  in  the  early  church.  We  may 
reserve  the  emphasis  of  the  resurrection  for 
special  Easter  services  once  a  year;  not  so  with 
the  early  church.  Every  sermon  we  have  a 
record  of,  up  to  this  time  in  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment,  stressed  the  fact  of  the  resurrection. 

(1)  Matthias  was  chosen  to  take  the  place 
of  Judas  among  the  twelve  that  he  might,  with 
them,  “be  a  witness  with  us  of  his  resurrection.” 

(2)  Peter  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  gave 
more  than  half  of  his  sermon  to  a  discussion  of 
the  ressurrection. 

(3)  Peter’s  sermons  at  the  time  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  lame  man  at  the  Gate  Beautiful  and 
on  two  other  occasions  when  the  disciples  were 
brought  before  the  Jewish  authorities  were 
largely  given  to  an  emphasis  of  the  crucifixion 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 


•  The  Courage,  Faithfulness  and  Determination 
Of  Apostles 

The  zeal,  determination  and  faithfulness  of 
the  apostles  in  these  early  days  of  the  Christian 
movement  will  help  us  to  understand  why  so 
many  were  willing  to  accept  the  message  they 
carried.  Repeatedly  they  faced  the  highest  pow¬ 
ers  in  the  Jewish  church  and  told  them  face  to 
face  that  they  were  responsible  to  a  greater 
power  than  the  Jewish  church  for  their  actions. 

Peter  and  John  were  imprisoned  for  the 
disturbance  which  followed  the  healing  of  the 
lame  man  and  the  preaching  of  the  resurrection. 
They  were  brought  before  the  Jewish  courts  the 
next  day  and  were  severlv  threatened  if  they 
again  spoke  or  taught  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

It  was  not  long  until  they  were  again 
preaching  and  performing  miracles  in  Solomon’s 
porch  in  the  Temple,  where  they  first  got  in 
trouble.  Jewish  authorities  again  had  them  ar¬ 
rested  and  thrown  in  “the  common  prison.” 

That  night  the  angel  of  the  Lord  opened  the 
prison  doors  and  set  them  free  with  the  com¬ 
mand  “Go,  stand  and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the 
people  all  the  words  of  this  life.”  The  next 
morning  when  the  Jewish  court  called  for  the 
apostles  to  try  them  they  were  not  in  the  jail. 
“Then  came  one  and  told  them,  saying,  Behold 
the  men  whom  ye  put  in  prison  are  standing  in 
the  temple  and  teaching  the  people.” 

Officers  were  sent  to  the  Temple  and  “with¬ 
out  violence”  brought  them  back  before  the 
courts  again.  The  lack  of  violence  was  due  to 
the  people  who  were  listening  to  the  disciples 
in  the  Temple.  The  officers  “feared  the  people, 
lest  they  should  be  stoned.” 

The  Jewish  court  again  rebuked  them  for 
preaching  and  teaching  things  which  the  court 
had  ordered  them  to  stop  preaching.  They  were 
frankly  told  by  Peter,  “We  ought  to  obey  God 
rather  than  men.”  This  time  they  were  beaten 
and  again  “Commanded  that  they  should  not 
speak  in  the  name  of  Jesus.” 

The  apostles  left  the  court  rejoicing  that 
they  were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  Christ’s 
sake.  The  next  verse  reads,  “And  daily  in  the 
temple  and  in  every  house  they  ceased  not  to 
teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ.”  It  was  such 
characters  as  these  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Christian  church. 

Believers  .  .  .  Added  fo  The  Lord 

As  a  result  of  such  faithfulness  our  lesson 
text  tells  us  that  “Believers  were  the  more 
added  to  the  Lord.”  Under  such  circumstances 
we  would  likely  have  said,  “Added  to  the 
church.”  It  is  quite  possible  that  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  “adding  people  to  the  church” 
and  “adding  them,  to  the  Lord.” 

If  all  of  the  people  in  America  today  who 
have  been  added  to  the  church  had  also  been 
“added  to  the  Lord”  there  is  nothing  that  needs 
to  be  done  in  our  great  nation  today  religiously 
that  the  Christian  church  could  not  do. 

We  All  Cast  a  Shadow 

While  the  Bible  does  not  say  expressly  that 
people  were  healed  when  the  shadow  of  Peter 
fell  across  them,  it  is  implied.  Whatever  we 
think  happened  to  the  sick  people  when  they 
came  under  the  shadow  of  Peter,  it  is  true  that 
the  shadow  of  every  life  falls  across  other  peo¬ 
ple.  We  are  all  responsible  for  the  influence  of 
our  lives  on  the  lives  of  other  people  whether 
that  influence  be  good  or  bad. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Apostle  Peter  that 
the  manner  of  life  he  lived  led  people  to  have 
the  confidence  in  him  that  is  evident  when  they 
brought  sick  people  and  those  “vexed  with  un¬ 
clean  spirits”  to  him  expecting  that  he  would 
be  able  to  help  them. 

Good  Fellowship  and  Faithfulness  Produces 
Powerful  Church 

The  good  fellowship  among  early  Christians, 
as  described  in  today’s  lesson,  and  their  faith¬ 
fulness  to  the  work  Christ  had  called  them  to 
do  as  witnesses  for  Him,  produced  a  profound 
impression  on  the  people  in  Jerusalem. 

Our  lesson  text  says,  “There  came  also  a 
great  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round  about 
unto  Jerusalem.”  This  multitude  came  because 
they  expected  to  be  helped  by  the  apostles.  It 
is  our  responsibility  as  individuals  and  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  to  so  live  as  that  those  in 
need  of  spiritual  help  will  turn  to  the  church 
with  the  faith  that  the  church  can  and  will  min¬ 
ister  to  them. 


Page  Seven 


a/ncL  *Tl  ot&A; 


Qlout  f  cudfccv  arrvL  "TcHk^ 


DR.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  at  the  morning  worship  service 
of  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Sunday,  October  25.  Rev.  Don  Alver- 
son  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  WILLIAM  H.  McCLUNG,  pastor  of  the 
Barksdale  Methodist  Church,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  on  Monday  night,  September  21.  Rev. 
Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  pastor. 

ANEW  $15,000  crafts  and  arts  center  is  to  be 
built  at  the  Methodist  Summer  Assembly  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  near  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
and  named  for  the  late  Bishop  John  Branscomb, 
of  Jacksonville,  Florida.  The  building  will  be 
ready  for  use  in  the  summer  of  1960. 

BENJAMIN  a.  ROSE,  Lay  Leader  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  and  associate 
Lay  Leader  in  the  Lafayette  District,  filled  the 
pulpit  on  Laymen’s  Day  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jennings.  Judge  M.  D.  Miller,  Jr.,  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  service.  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
is  the  pastor. 

MRS.  EDWIN  S.  MUNGER,  wife  of  an  associ¬ 
ate  of  the  institute  of  Current  World  Affairs, 
spoke  to  the  members  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  at  their  study  session 
on  Africa  on  Tuesday,  October  13.  Rev.  Don  Al- 
verson  is  the  pastor. 

E.  B.  RANSOME,  member  and  prominent  lay¬ 
man  from  St.  Lukes  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Second  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Tuesday  night, 
October  27.  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  JOSEPH  QUILLIAN,  JR.,  professor  of 
Homiletics  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  next  three  “Church  Nites”  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  giving 
a  series  of  lectures  on  “The  Sacraments  of  the 
New  Testament.”  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor. 

BRENT  DOAN,  a  senior  at  Louisiana  Tech  and 
a  pre-ministerial  student,  was  named  Youth 
Director  and  assistant  to  the  pastor  for  the  Grace 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston.  He  will  direct  activi¬ 
ties  for  the  Seniors,  College  Youth  and  Inter¬ 
mediates,  and  will  also  be  in  charge  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  each  fourth  Sunday  evening.  Rev. 
Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  spoke  on  his  recent  trip  to 
Russia  and  Asia  Minor  at  the  Fairview  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Monday,  October 
5,  at  7:00  p.m.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nader’s  talk  and 
devotional  preceded  the  joint  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Fairview  and  Sweet  Lake  Methodist 
Churches.  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell  is  pastor  of  the 
two  churches.  Mrs.  T.  F.  Rosfeld  is  the  reporter. 

RUDOLPH  SWITZER  of  the  U.  S.  Game  and 
Wildlife  Agency  spoke  at  the  October  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jennings.  David  Morgan,  program 
chairman,  introduced  Mr.  Switzer  who  has  lived 
for  the  past  three  years  in  Alaska.  Mr.  Switzer 
showed  slides  which  he  took  while  Game  Com¬ 
missioner  in  Alaska.  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
is  pastor  of  the  Jennings  Church. 

LAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  on  October  18 
at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 


New  Orleans,  under  the  direction  of  the  Lay 
Leader,  Ernest  Arnold.  W.  J.  Kuhnell  was  the 
speaker  at  the  8:30  a.m.  worship  service  and 
David  B.  Gross  spoke  at  11:00  o’clock.  The  Senior 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  conducted  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service.  Rev.  Don  Alverson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

JOHN  TUBB  of  Rayne  was  the  Laymen’s  Day 
speaker  at  First  Methodist  Church  in  Frank¬ 
lin  on  Sunday  morning,  October  18.  Other  lay 
activities  at  the  Franklin  Church  include  the 
October  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  of  this  week,  October  21,  at  which  time 
Dr.  Amos  Simpson,  SLI  staff  member  was  the 
speaker.  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Evangelist  lester  rolaff  of  Corpus 

Christi,  Texas,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Bible  Rally  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  on  Monday,  September  28.  The  guest 
speaker  was  introduced  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Don 
Risinger.  Founder  of  the  “Family  Altar  Radio 
Program,”  Mr.  Roloff  has  watched  the  program 
expand  to  include  22  radio  stations  throughout 
the  nation. 

JAMES  E.  REAVES,  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  on  the  staff  of  the  Navy  Chief 
of  Chaplains,  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  one  of  nine 
Methodist  Chaplains  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  to  be 
advanced  in  rank — seven  to  captain  and  two  to 
commander.  Chaplain  Reaves  was  promoted  from 
commander  to  captain.  Only  18  navy  chaplains 
were  chosen  for  advancement,  the  Methodist 
comprising  half  the  group. 

DR.  W.  F.  PLEDGER,  of  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
monthly  supper  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church  to¬ 
night,  October  22,  at  7:00  o’clock.  Dr.  Pledger 
will  speak  of  his  experience  as  a  missionary  to 
India.  He  will  bring  a  native  of  India  with  him, 
as  well  as  his  “trunk”  of  Indian  curios.  Rev.  K. 
G.  Rorie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  EDUCATION  of  the 
West  Lake  Methodist  Church,  presented  the 
program  at  the  Family  Night  supper  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night,  September  30,  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church.  The  program  was 
in  observance  of  Christian  Education  Week  and 
was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Jones, 
chairman  of  the  commission.  Tommy  Miller  se¬ 
cured  the  speaker  for  the  program.  Rev.  Rex 
Squyres  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  MYF  met  with  their 
counselors  and  leaders  to  plan  the  fall  pro¬ 
grams  Sunday  afternoon,  October  4,  in  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  of  First  Methodist  Church  of  Jen¬ 
nings.  Twenty-six  Intermediates  working  with 
Mrs.  Freida  Bucklin,  counselor,  Mrs.  Edgar 
Broussard,  Youth  Superintendent,  J.  C.  Reid  and 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Clemons,  Jr.,  planned  programs, 
recreation,  and  parties  for  the  next  three  months. 
Following  the  planning  session,  a  delicious  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  was  enjoyed  by  the  grpup.  Rev. 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell  is  the  pastor. 

ORVIS  SIGLER,  former  head  basketball  coach 
at  West  Point  and  now  head  coach  of  the 
Centenary  Gents,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
of  the  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Monday  night,  October  19.  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Black,  formerly  a  medical  mission¬ 
ary,  now  practicing  in  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
speaker  at  the  November  meeting.  He  will  show 
a  film  of  some  of  his  past  experiences.  At  the 
December  meeting  the  young  people  of  the 


church  will  be  in  charge  of  the  program.  Rev. 
Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CORNERSTONE  LAYING  ceremony  for 
the  new  sanctuary  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  was  held  Sunday,  October 
11,  at  11:45  a.m.,  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
James  C.  Skinner.  Among  those  participating  in 
the  ceremony  were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  and 
the  Building  Committee,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Floy 
Wood,  Gilbert  Blankenbaker,  Normand  Terry, 
Elmer  Neely,  and  Mid  Cole,  chairman.  Charter 
members  of  the  church  were  recognized,  and  in 
attendance  were  members  and  many  friends  of 
the  church.  Mrs.  Louise  E.  Smith  was  the  re¬ 
porter. 

MORE  than  three  hundred  members  of  the 
choirs  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  participated  in  a  service  of  dedication  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  October  11,  at  the  10:50  worship 
service.  All  of  the  children’s  and  youth  choirs 
of  the  church  were  in  the  service  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  Kindergarten  Choir.  The  service 
emphasized  the  importance  of  each  choir  mem¬ 
ber  who  serves  faithfully  in  the  ministry  of 
music  in  the  church.  The  combined  choirs  sang 
a  concertato  arrangement  of  the  hymn  tune 
“Praise  to  The  Lord,  The  Almighty”  at  the  close 
of  the  service.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  SPITZKEITH,  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Ponchatoula,  on  Sunday 
evening,  October  4.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Spitzkeith  spoke 
of  the  geography  of  Korea,  organization  of  the 
Methodist  Church  there,  and  the  customs  of  the 
Korean  people.  He  had  with  him  a  number  of 
small  statutes  of  Korean  people  showing  their 
dress,  their  hair  style,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  carry  their  young;  which  added  greatly  to 
his  talk.  Mr.  Spitzkeith’s  visit  to  this  church  was 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Missions  and 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service.  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely  is  the  pastor. 

BISHOP  W.  ANGIE  SMITH,  of  Oklahoma  City, 
was  guest  preacher  at  the  morning  worship 
service  of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  October  11.  Bishop  Smith 
is  a  graduate  of  Southwestern  University  and 
Southern  Methodist  University,  and  served  as 
pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
as  well  as  several  great  churches  of  Methodism 
before  being  elevated  to  the  Episcopacy.  He  has 
presided  over  the  Oklahoma-New  Mexico  area 
for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Smith 
were  at  the  church  for  the  baptism  of  their  little 
granddaughter,  Jennie  Lane.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DURING  THE  SUMMER  the  young  people  of 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  helped  to  send  Jim  Bailey  and  Miss  Lor¬ 
raine  Curry  to  the  Regional  Leadership  Training 
Conference  at  Camp  Egan  in  Oklahoma.  Mr. 
Bailey  is  a  ministerial  student  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity,  serves  as  vice-president  of  the  Tulane- 
Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation  for  the  current 
year,  and  has  taught  classes  in  the  Intermediate 
Department  of  the  Rayne  Church.  Miss  Curry 
is  a  member  of  the  Rayne  Church,  and  serves 
as  Secretary  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  LSUNO 
for  the  current  year.  She  is  active  in  the  College 
and  Career  Class  and  Young  Adult-  Fellowship. 
Mr.  Bailey  and  Miss  Curry,  spoke  at  the  Vesper 
Service  of  the  church  on  Sunday  evening,  Octo¬ 
ber  11.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

CHARLES  M.  KENDRICK  of  Homer,  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Association  of  Methodist 
Laymen,  explained  the  purpose  and  aims  of  the 
organization  to  a  capacity  crowd  of  men  and 
women  at  the  Ruston  City  Hall  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  September  20.  The  meeting  was  sponsored 
by  a  small  group  of  members  of  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Ruston,  who  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  current  trends  reported  as  “un¬ 
animous  decisions”  coming  out  of  the  various 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  who 
wish  to  provide  an  effective  method  whereby 
the  opinions  and  will  of  the  lay  members  would 
be  properly  represented.  W.  A.  Jones  presided 
at  the  meeting  and  introduced  the  speaker.  Mr. 
Kendrick  spoke  of  the  need  for  concerted  effort 
through  organization,  and  outlined  some  of  the 
objectives  of  the  Louisiana  Laymen’s  Association. 


Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Falcon  Hearne  were  given  a  surprise  anniversary  party 
in  the  Educational  Building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Chatham,  on 
Wednesday  night,  September  30. 

The  gift  table  was  laden  with  gifts  from  the  church  laity.  During  the 
fellowship  hour  refreshments  were  served. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hearne  has  been  on  the  Chatham  Charge  since  June  of  this 
year.  During  this  time  the  parsonage  has  been  completely  renovated  and 
a  new  bedroom  suite  purchased. 


Shreveport  District 
Ministers  Have 
Inspirational  Meet 

The  ministers  of  the  Shreveport 
District  enjoyed  a  period  of  relax¬ 
ation  and  inspiration  at  beautiful 
Hodges  Gardens  near  Many,  Sep¬ 
tember  28-29.  Rev.  William  Mat¬ 
thews  made  arrangements  for  use 
of  the  facilities  through  C.  B.  Bird, 
a  layman  of  the  Many  Methodist 
Church  and  foreman  for  A.  J. 
Hodges,  also  a  Methodist. 

A  large  lodge  built  chiefly  for 
use  by  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
was  occupied  by  the  ministers.  It 
consists  of  a  social  room,  a  modern 
kitchen,  two  private  bedrooms  with 
bath,  one  on  each  side  of  the  social 
room  and  kitchen,  plus  two  large 
dormitory  rooms  sleeping  twenty 
each  on  opposite  ends  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  It  is  airconditioned  through¬ 
out,  and  has  every  convenience. 

Four  meals  were  splendidly  pre¬ 
pared  and  served.  Mr.  Bird  had 
made  three  motor  boats  available 
for  fishing  and  boating.  Another 
delightful  experience  was  to  visit 
the  flower  gardens  and  the  hot¬ 
houses.  Wild  life  of  many  types 
are  protected  within  the  bounds  of 
this  wonderful  park,  and  one  can 
spend  hours  driving  around  looking. 

The  program  was  relaxed,  consist¬ 
ing  of  three  preaching  services  and 
two  planned  and  one  unplanned 
discussion  group.  Rev.  Bobby  Law- 
ton,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  and  Rev. 
Beverly  Bond  preached  to  the  group 
during  the  time;  and  Rev.  W.  D. 
Milton  led  a  discussion  on  “The 
Minister’s  Devotional  Life,”  and  Dr. 
Bently  Sloane  led  one  on  “The  Min¬ 
ister  in  His  Study.” 

Each  expressed  his  sincere  appre¬ 
ciation  to  those  responsible  for  the 
restful  and  inspiring  time,  especial¬ 
ly  to  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Hodges;  and 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
from  Mr.  Hodges  expressed  his  joy 
at  having  the  Gardens  put  to  this 
use. 

Aurora  Church 
To  Incorporate 

The  membership  of  the  Aurora 
Methodist  Church  recently  took 
steps  to  become  a  fully  organized 
congregation  and  incorporated 
church. 

This  step  was  taken  during  an 
organizational  meeting  on  Sunday, 
September  27,  under  the  chairman¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District. 

Commissions,  committees,  and 
various  officers  of  the  church  or¬ 
ganization  were  named,  and  a  total 
of  90  persons  were  listed  as  charter 
members  of  the  church. 

Plans  for  the  future  included  a 
new  educational  building  on  the 
site  purchased  by  the  New  Orleans 
District  Board  of  Missions,  a  loca¬ 
tion  at  the  corner  of  Berkeley  and 
Eton  in  the  Aurora  Gardens  sub¬ 
division.  The  congregation  is  now 
meeting  in  a  church  on  General 
Meyer,  across  the  street  from  the 
Algiers  Naval  Base.  Two  worship 
services  are  held  each  morning  and 
a  full  educational  program  is  in 
operation. 

The  congregation  was  organized 
in  June  at  which  time  Rev.  William 
M.  Jacocks  was  appointed  as  pas¬ 
tor. 


Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  Mary  Waiters,  head  of  the 
Centenary  College  department  of 
biology,  was  among  the  speakers 
last  weekend  at  a  special  confer¬ 
ence  at  the  Oak  Ridge  Institute  of 
Nuclear  Studies  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. 
The  conference  pertained  to  pro¬ 
grams  of  assistance  to  colleges,  and 
Dr.  Warters  discussed  ways  in 
which  such  programs  affect  under¬ 
graduate  institutions. 


The  Rev.  James  Harris,  pastor 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Oct.  20-22  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
(Evangelism).  Camp  Brewer 
Oct.  23  New  Orleans  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Oct.  25  World  Order  Sunday  (Commis¬ 
sion  on  World  Peace) 

Oct.  26-28  Christian  Responsibility  on  a 
Changing  Planet  (Local 
Church  CSR) 

Oct.  27-28  Area  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass  Workshop,  Alexandria 
Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  1  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers 
Homes 

Nov.  2-5  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Meeting. 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 
Nov.  3-8  Methodist  Conference  on 
Christian  Education,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio. 

Nov.  16  Monroe  District  Conference 
Nov.  17  Alexandria  District  Conference 
(Trinity  Church) 

Nov.  17  Ruston  District  Conference 
(Jonesboro) 

Nov.  18  Shreveport  District  Conference 
(Broadmoor  Church) 

Nov.  19  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Nov.  19  Lafayette  District  Conference 
Nov.  20  Lake  Charles  District  Conf. 
Nov.  22  Harvest  Festival  (Town  and 
Country  Commission) 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication, _ 


of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 
was  guest  speaker  last  Thursday 
at  the  weekly  chapel  program  at 
Centenary  College.  Introduced  by 
Dr.  J.  Howard  Allen,  dean  of  stu¬ 
dents,  Dr.  Harris  developed  the 
theme,  “We  are  What  We  Believe.” 
Special  music  was  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Voran  with  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Teague  at  the  organ. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  Sunday  at  the  11  a.m.  services 
at  the  Tennison  Memorial  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tex. 
He  was  introduced  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Eugene  D.  Bennett,  Jr. 


Dr.  Donald  W.  Emerich,  profes¬ 
sor  of  chemistry  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  has  been  named  a  penel-mem- 
ber  for  a  summer  science  training 
program  for  secondary  school  stu¬ 
dents.  The  National  Science  Foun¬ 
dation  is  sponsoring  the  program, 
purpose  of  which  is  to  revise  and 
evaluate  proposals  submitted  by 
colleges,  universities  and  non-profit 
research  organizations  and  to  help 
determine  which  of  the  proposals 
shall  receive  financial  aid  from  the 
Foundation.  Dr.  Emerich  will  spend 
Nov.  6  and  7  in  Washington,  D.C., 
with  other  members  of  the  panel. 


Dr.  Sidney  Rice,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  physical  education  at 
Centenary  College,  represented  the 
college  last  weekend  at  a  symposi¬ 
um  on  education  and  training  for 
health  physics,  the  program  being 
held  at  the  Texas  Hotel  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas.  The  symposium  was 
arranged  so  that  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  representatives  might  have 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  the  rel¬ 
atively  new  field  of  radiological  or 


Vivian  Church 
To  Hold  First 
Planning  Retreat 

The  first  Planning  Retreat  for  the 
Vivian  Methodist  Church  will  be 
held  Sunday,  October  25,  5:30  to 
8:30  p.m.,  in  the  church  Social  Hall 
and  Sanctuary. 

At  this  time,  all  commissions, 
adult  classes  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  will  report  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  their  plans  for  the  year  be¬ 
ginning  Oct.  1,  1959,  and  ending 
Sept.  30,  1960.  These  plan  will 
then  be  adopted  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  as  the  official  program  for  the 
coming  year  and  will  be  included 
in  a  planning  booklet  which  will  in¬ 
clude  a  master  calendar. 

In  connection  with  the  Planning 
Retreat  there  will  be  a  special  mes¬ 
sage  brought  by  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  Jolly  Harper,  who 
will  also  preside  at  the  Quarterly 
Conference.  The  schedule  for  the 
combined  program  is  as  follows: 
various  groups. 

5:30  p.m.  —  Final  planning  for 
various  groups. 

6:00  p.m.  —  Family  night  ‘Tot 
Luck  Supper”  in  the  Social  Hall. 

7:00  p.m.  —  Preaching  service. 

7:30  p.m.  —  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Planning  Retreat. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Brown, 
and  the  Official  Board  have  set 
this  retreat  in  the  hope  that  it  will 
become  an  annual  observance  and 
that  it  will  coordinate  and  expand 
the  program  and  service  of  the  en¬ 
tire  church. 

The  public  is  invited. 

Resolution  Passed 
Concerning  Bequest 
To  Centenary 

A  resolution  has  been  passed  by 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Centenary  College  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  to  express  appreciation  for  a 
bequest  left  the  college  by  the  late 
Ed  Dickinson  of  Shreveport. 

Dickinson,  well  known  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  and  civic  leader  here,  died  on 
August  26.  Under  terms  of  his 
will,  filed  for  probate  by  the  law 
firm  of  Smitherman,  Smitherman, 
Purcell  and  Lunn,  he  left  to  the  col¬ 
lege  certain  properties  at  Marshall 
St.  and  Stoner  Ave. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  the  property  in¬ 
cludes  a  service  station  and  a  bak¬ 
ery,  and  income  from  the  leased 
buildings  amounts  to  more  than 
$600  per  month.  The  will  was  drawn 
on  Jan.  11,  1957. 

Following  a  report  given  by  Dr. 
Mickle  on  the  provisions  of  the  will, 
the  executive  committee  passed  a 
resolution  noting  that  the  late 
Shreveporter  “gave  encouragement 
and  support  to  Christian  higher  ed¬ 
ucation  during  his  lifetime”  and 
“saw  fit  to  insure  continuing  sup¬ 
port  for  Christian  higher  education 
in  the  years  ahead  by  bequeathing 
to  Centenary  College  certain  valu¬ 
able  property.” 

Howard  C.  Crumley  is  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee,  which 
incorporated  the  resolution  into  the 
official  minutes  of  the  board. 


health  physics,  its  importance  and 
how  people  may  be  prepared  for 
careers  in  it.  The  Oak  Ridge  In¬ 
stitute  of  Nuclear  Studies  spon¬ 
sored  the  program. 
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VOUTH  PAGE  —  News  -  Promotion  -  Devotion 


Mrs.  John  M.  LeTard,  Church  School  superintendent  of  the  West  Lake 
Methodist  Church,  is  shown  making  the  presentations  of  pins  for  one  year 
perfect  attendance  in  the  Sunday  School  department,  and  commending  those 
for  having  more  than  one  year.  Front  row,  left  to  right:  Those  having  at¬ 
tended  for  more  than  one  year  are  Nell  Squyres,  Sandry  Burch,  Shirley  Burch, 
Sue  Burch,  Sammie  Lee  Burch,  Ronnie  LeTard,  and  Dickie  LeTard.  Back 
row,  left  to  right:  Those  receiving  one  year  pins  are  Belva  LeJune  Jones, 
Barry  Davis,  John  Craver  III,  Bobby  LeTard,  Donna  Sue  Davis,  Linda  Davis, 
and  Ray  Craver. 

West  Lake  Church  Presents  Perfect 
Attendance  Pins  to  Thirty  Young  People 

Perfect  attendance  pins  were  awarded  during  the  Sunday  School  hour 
at  the  West  Lake,  La.,  Methodist  church  following  the  Promotion  Sunday 
program  presented  by  Mrs.  John  M.  LeTard,  Church  School  superintendent. 

The  program  was  planned  by  the  Commission  on  Education  with  Mrs. 
Frank  B.  Jones,  chairman.  Rex  Squyres,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
S.  R.  Burch,  pianist,  served  with  Mrs.  LeTard  on  the  planning  committee. 


Pins  for  three  months  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  were  presented  to  Alda 
Jane  Jones,  Gail  LeDeaux,  Tommy 
Miller,  S.  R.  Burch,  Terra  Miller, 
Claude  Roberts,  Harold  Young,  Lar¬ 
ry  Simmons  and  Chuch  Stone.  Pins 
for  six  months  went  to  Allen  Miller, 
Bobby  Blomquist  and  Travis  Padget. 

Those  receiving  nine  months  pins 
were  Guy  Zachry,  Tony  Davis, 
Bruce  Davis  and  Mrs.  Bill  Davis. 

One  year  perfect  attendance  pins 
were  presented  to  Belva  La  June 
Jones,  Barry  Davis,  John  Craver 
III,  Bobby  LeTard,  Donna  Sue  Da¬ 
vis,  Linda  Davis,  and  Ray  Craver. 

All  presentations  were  made  by 
Mrs.  LeTard  who  gave  special  recog¬ 
nition  to  seven  children  for  having 
perfect  attendance  for  more  than 
one  year.  She  commended  Nell 
Squyres,  Sandra  Burch,  Shirley 
Burch,  Sue  Burch,  Sammie  Lee 
Burch,  Ronnie  LeTard  and  Dickie 
LeTard.  It  was  announced  that  a 
bar  will  be  attached  to  their  one 
year  pins  to  indivate  they  have  two 
years  perfect  attendance. 

Parents  attended  the  program. 


Regular  Meeting 
Held  by  Lateas 
Sub-District 

The  Lateas  Sub-District  consist¬ 
ing  of  Lafourche,  Terribonne,  and 
Assumption  Parishes  met  September 
13  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Hou¬ 
ma. 

Jimmy  Hebert,  president,  called 
the  meeting  to  order  and  Gerald 
Vanderhider,  secretary,  called  the 
roll.  Groups  present  were  from  Du- 
lac,  Bayou  Blue,  Houma  First 
Church,  Houma  Heights,  Raceland 
and  Lockport.  Bayou  Blue  won  the 
attendance  banner  for  having  the 
highest  percentage  of  members  pres¬ 
ent. 

Joan  Peace,  sub-district  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  annual  state  M.Y.F. 
conference,  told  of  her  experiences 
at  the  conference  this  past  summer. 
Following  Miss  Peace’s  talk,  recre¬ 
ation  was  held  and  refreshments 
were  served. 

New  officers  for  the  sub-district 
are  Jimmy  Hebert,  president,  Houma 
First  Church;  Joan  Peace,  vice- 
president,  Raceland;  Gerald  Vander- 
hinder,  secretary-treasurer,  Houma 
Heights;  and  Pat  Decker,  reporter, 
Lockport. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

But  He  Flies  Anyway 

Recently  a  visitor  to  a  sales  con¬ 
ference  of  a  large  corporation  was 
very  much  impressed  with  the  per¬ 
formance  of  a  young  engineer  in  a 
session  with  salesmen  who  were  air¬ 
ing  their  gripes  about  flaws  and 
weaknesses  of  a  particular  product 
which  he  had  designed  and  they 
were  trying  to  sell.  Dropping  into 
the  office  of  the  engineer  the  visitor 
thought  he  found  the  explanation 
for  the  effectiveness  of  the  young 
man  when  he  read  the  words  on  a 
framed  motto  hanging  above  his 
desk.  This  is  what  it  said: 

“According  to  the  theory  of 
aerodynamics  and  as  may  be  readily 
demonstrated  through  laboratory 
tests  and  wind  tunnel  experiments, 
the  Bumblebee  is  unable  to  fly.  This 
is  because  the  size,  weight  and  shape 
of  his  body,  in  relation  to  the  total 
wing  spread  makes  flying  impos¬ 
sible.  BUT — the  Bumblebee,  being 
ignorant  of  these  profound  scientific 
truths,  goes  ahead  and  flies  any¬ 
way — and  manages  to  make  a  little 
honey  every  day.” 

Now  I  have  no  thought  of  sug¬ 
gesting  to  readers  youthful  or  older 
that  we  should  declare  dividends 
on  ignorance!  But  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  this  motto  has  something 
to  say  to  the  person  who  is  faced 
with  a  situation  fraught  with  handi¬ 
cap  or  peril.  History  has  been  made 
by  people  who  failed  to  hear  the 
ponderous  words,  “It  can’t  be  done.” 
There  is  a  television  commercial 
which  booms  it  out  in  song  and 
script,  “They  said  it  couldn’t  be 
done!”  (And  when  you  hear  what 
it  is  they  said  couldn’t  be  done,  you 
wish  they  hadn’t  tried!)  Then  he 
proceeds  to  try  to  show  you  that  his 
product  has  confounded  the  engi¬ 
neers  and  technicians,  and  you  dear 
consumer,  can  use  our  coffin  nails 
with  comfort  and  tar-less  ease! 

You  have  seen  Bumblebees  fly 
(and  tried  to  get  out  of  the  way  of 
nature’s  guided  missile).  But  have 
you  ever  thought  they  were  violat¬ 
ing  a  principle  of  aerodynamics?  I 
doubt  if  you  thought  so,  because 
probably  you  are  just  like  I  was, 
I  didn’t  know  what  the  principles 
really  are.  But  now  I  see  the  point. 
And  I  see  the  Bumblebee  zooming 
around.  And  I  know  the  motto  has 
something  to  say  to  me,  and  to  you. 

Can  you  shift  gears  in  your  mind 
real  quick  and  carry  the  truth  from 
TV  commercials  and  bumblebees 
back  across  the  centuries  to  the 
Lord  of  Life?  Can  you  think  of  any 
movement  with  less  likelihood  of 
outliving  its  leader  than  the  early 
Christian  church?  Their  leader  was 
executed  as  a  common  criminal  after 
one  of  his  faithful  inner  circle  of 
disciples  had  betrayed  him.  The  dis¬ 
ciples  were  not  men  of  high  estate 
and  positions  of  influence.  For  the 
most  part  they  were  peasants  in  an 
occupied  nation. 

Eleven  men  against  an  Empire! 
Yet,  history  reports  that  in  four 
centuries  and  less,  this  faith  had 
captured  the  citadels  of  Rome  and 
had  been  established  as  the  religion 
of  the  Empire.  They  were  so  in¬ 
spired  by  Jesus  and  empowered  by 
the  faith  he  had  given  them,  these 
disciples  went  out  to  do  the  impos¬ 
sible.  They  couldn’t  hear  anyone 
who  said  it  couldn’t  be  done,  be- 


VALLIE  BETH  GARRETT 


Promotion  Day 
At  Franklinton 
Methodist  Church 

Annual  Promotion  Day  at  the 
Centenary  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklinton  was  highlighted  by  the 
presentation  of  awards  recognizing 
perfect  attendance  records  in  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

Miss  Vallie  Beth  Garrett,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  B.  Gar¬ 
rett,  received  from  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  J.  Adolph  Pierce  the 
highest  award  which  recognized  a 
perfect  attendance  throughout  the 
past  thirteen  years.  She  is  a  senior 
in  Franklinton  High  School  and 
holds  office  in  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  Franklinton’s  chap¬ 
ter  of  Rainbow  Girls.  Her  other  ac¬ 
tivities  include  membership  in  the 
Franklinton  High  School  Band  and 
Choral  Group,  4-H  Club,  and  Future 
Homemakers  of  America. 

“Demon’s  Den,”  her  weekly  col¬ 
umn  in  the  Bogalusa  News,  reports 
high  school  activities,  ranging  from 
scholastic  achievements  of  Franklin¬ 
ton  High  School  students  and  organ¬ 
izations  through  sports  and  social 
festivities. 

Her  brother,  Ben,  received  an 
award  for  seven  years  of  perfect 
attendance  at  Sunday  School,  and 
Jane  Poole,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Poole,  was  awarded  a 
pin  for  a  perfect  record  during  the 
past  two  years. 

Sisters  were  prominent  in  the  one 
year  awards  and  included  Cynthia 
and  Sylvia  Moak,  daughters  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Percy  Moak,  Jr.,  and  Betty 
and  Dorothy  Felder,  daughters  of 
Rev.  M.  D.  Felder,  pastor  of  the 
Centenary  Methodist  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Felder. 

In  recognition  of  promotion  from 
Primary  III  to  the  Junior  Division 
Rev.  Mr.  Felder  presented  Bibles  to 
the  following:  Nancy  Babington, 
Betty  Felder,  Bonnie  Green,  Dudley 
Rochelle,  Bob  Byrd,  Charles  Wood 
and  Judith  Miller. 


cause  as  far  as  they  were  concerned 
— it  had  been  done!  God  had  sent 
Jesus  to  be  Saviour  and  Lord,  there¬ 
by  scrapping  all  other  negating 
principles.  This  Christian  faith  is 
revolutionary  indeed! 
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Edith  Martin  Writes  From  Africa  The  Truth  About  UNICEF 


Tunda  Station, 
via  Kibombo,  Congo  Beige 
August  31,  1959 
Dear  Friends, 

Time  flies  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Another  Conference  year  has 
passed  and  we  are  grateful  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  and  for  the 
Christian  leaders  who  have  worked 
diligently  in  the  Master’s  Kingdom. 
The  seven  districts  in  our  Confer¬ 
ence  have  African  District  Superin¬ 
tendents.  Five  of  the  seven  station 
primary  schools  have  African  Direc¬ 
tors  and  two  of  the  five  Boarding 
Schools  for  Girls  have  African  wom¬ 
en  as  matrons.  Another  girl  has 
passed  the  entrance  examination  to 
enter  the  union  secondary  school. 
Our  university  student  will  enter 
the  third  year  in  September  and 
two  or  three  students  will  enter  the 
university  this  year.  One  of  these 
students  plans  to  enter  the  medical 
department. 

The  first  draft  of  the  Bible  has 
been  made  in  Otetela  and  we  hope 
to  begin  work  on  the  final  draft  as 
soon  as  the  new  spelling  comes  from 
the  government.  Work  has  begun 
on  the  revision  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 

The  Kindergarten  and  Beginners 
Sunday  School  Lessons  have  come 
from  the  All  Africa  Sunday  School 
Committee  and  we  are  beginning  to 
translate  them  into  Otetela.  We  are 
happy  to  have  lessons  written  with 
the  African  people  in  mind. 

The  Woman’s  Conference  was  very 
good.  Year  by  year  the  African 
women  assume  more  and  more  of 
the  responsibility.  Most  of  the  re¬ 
ports,  devotionals,  Bible  lessons,  and 
lessons  on  women  from  other  lands 
were  given  by  our  Atetela  women. 
Mrs.  Peter  Shaumba  spoke  on  our 
American  women  and  it  was  very 
refreshing  to  hear  an  Otetela  woman 
talk  about  us.  She  said  that  the 
American  women  were  very,  very 
clean,  worked  hard,  and  kept  up 
with  the  affairs  of  the  world  by 
reading.  She  was  very  impressed 
by  the  way  our  women  gave  of 
their  time  and  money  for  the  work 
of  the  church. 

You  good  women  have  given  your 
share  on  the  building  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Center  in  Kibombo  and  we  are 
grateful  to  each  and  every  one  of 
you.  We  hope  to  find  a  contractor 
that  can  do  the  work.  Missionaries 
have  such  heavy  schedules  these 
days  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
supervise  the  building.  The  Church 
and  the  school  there  are  going  for¬ 
ward  under  the  leadership  of  our 
African  leaders  with  the  help  that 
we  can  give  them. 

Wedding  bells  have  been  ringing 
around  here  these  days.  We  had  two 
beautiful  weddings  in  a  rural  church 
in  the  district.  After  one  of  the 
weddings  the  minister  called  on  the 
congregation  to  give  money  to  help 
the  newly  weds  buy  pots  and  pans 
to  begin  housekeeping  and  the 
people  responded  well.  We  had  a 
beautiful  wedding  on  the  station 
this  week.  The  bride  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  our  district  superintendent  at 
Kindu.  She  finished  our  primary 
school  here  in  June.  The  groom  is 
our  first  graduate  of  the  union  sec¬ 


ondary  school  at  Katubwe.  He  will 
return  there  to  teach  this  year.  The 
father  did  not  ask  for  any  dowery. 
He  said  that  he  spent  about  100.00 
getting  his  daughter  ready  to  mar¬ 
ry.  She  was  a  beautiful  bride.  She 
wore  a  long  white  taffeta  dress  with 
a  trailing  veil.  A  new  day  is  dawn¬ 
ing. 

The  idea  of  independence  fills  the 
air  as  well  as  the  newspapers.  The 
people  are  looking  forward  to  it, 
some  in  the  near  future  and  some 
when  they  are  better  prepared  for 
it.  Some  think  that  independence 
means  that  everything  will  be  free. 
The  story  is  told  of  an  old  man  who 
had  heard  about  independence,  but 
he  did  not  thoroughly  understand 
it.  So  he  took  his  basket  and  went 
to  the  authorities  and  said,  “I  hear 
that  independence  is  being  given 
away.  I  want  my  share.” 

The  doctor  has  discovered  that  our 
efficient  African  co-worker  in  the 
Bible  translation  work  has  tubercu¬ 
losis.  Will  you  pray  for  him  that  he 
may  recover  and  continue  in  this 
work  in  order  that  the  Atetela 
people  may  have  the  whole  Bible 
in  their  language. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest,  pray¬ 
ers,  and  support  of  our  work. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
wish  each  of  you  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Remember  us  in  your  prayers 
during  these  changing  and  challeng¬ 
ing  days. 

May  God  bless  each  of  you. 

Yours  and  His, 
Edith  Martin 

Guilds  To  Hold 
4  A  Day  Apart’ 

The  Little  Rock  District  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  “A  Day  Apart”  on  October  31 
at  Aldersgate  Camp,  Little  Rock. 
The  day  will  be  led  by  Mrs.  Curtis 
Williams,  former  secretary  of  spir¬ 
itual  life  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence.  Miss  Annie  Winburne  is  dis¬ 
trict  guild  secretary  and  Miss  Kath¬ 
ryn  Turner  the  chairman  of  spiritual 
life. 

All  Guild  Members  in  the  district 
are  invited,  and  particularly  the 
local  chairmen  of  spiritual  life,  pres¬ 
idents,  and  all  other  officers  and 
committee  chairmen. 

Registration  will  be  at  9:00  a.m., 
the  service  to  start  promptly  at  9:30 
and  to  be  concluded  by  3:00  p.m. 
A  Sacrificial  Meal  will  be  shared  at 
the  noon  hour. 

The  cost  of  the  day  is  $1.00,  to 
cover  the  use  of  the  camp,  the  Sac¬ 
rificial  Meal,  and  other  expenses  in¬ 
curred. 

Reservations  must  be  made  by 
Monday,  October  26.  Each  guild  is 
requested  to  designate  one  person 
to  receive  the  reservations  which 
may  then  be  turned  in  to  Miss 
Turner  or  Miss  Winburne. 

Each  one  is  to  bring  her  Bible  and 
any  devotional  material  she  might 
want  to  use  in  private  meditations 
or  to  share  with  others  in  the  group. 
Be  sure  to  wear  comfortable  clothes 
and  walking  shoes. 


In  recent  years  a  number  of  com¬ 
munities  have  been  exposed  to  false 
statements  about  UNICEF  and  the 
U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF.  Such 
statements  have  had  their  origin  in 
a  mimeographed  collection  of  mis¬ 
leading  material  called,  “Facts  about 
UNICEF.” 

Careful  reading  of  this  material 
discloses  that  it  is  devoted  primarily 
to  expressing  the  views  of  one  in¬ 
dividual.  Identification  of  the  auth¬ 
or  with  a  committee  of  one  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Legion  in  the 
state  of  Washington  may  seem  to 
suggest  a  relationship  between  his 
opinions  and  the  Legion.  On  Nov. 
7,  1958,  the  Director  of  the  National 
Americanism  Commission  of  the 
American  Legion  issued  a  public 
statement  that  no  policy-making 
body  of  the  American  Legion  has 
ever  officially  considered  UNICEF 
or  the  U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF. 

The  accuracy  of  the  information 
presented  in  the  misleading  material 
may  also  be  evaluated  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

In  1957  the  same  individual  sought 
to  discredit  the  work  of  the  UNICEF 
by  charging  that  only  17%  cents  out 
of  each  dollar  spent  by  the  children’s 
fund  goes  for  aid.  Since  UNICEF 
Administrative  costs  have  consist¬ 
ently  been  less  than  10  per  cent  of 
its  expenditures,  and  in  1957  were 
6.89  per  cent  of  expenditures,  this 
claim  was  officially  refuted  by  the 
Department  of  State.  A  check  of 
the  references  cited  in  connection 
with  the  misleading  material  shows 
that  many  of  them  have  nothing 
whatsoever  to  do  with  the  children’s 
fund  or,  when  they  do  mention 
UNICEF,  do  not  support  the  con¬ 
clusions  presented  in  the  document. 

Further,  on  April  23,  1959,  the 
DAR  meeting  in  its  Continental 
Congress  adopted  a  resolution  con¬ 
taining  “a  serious  misstatement” 
and  “a  number  of  misconceptions.” 
The  resolution  stated  that  “a  very 
substantial  part  of  the  total  funds 
goes  to  Communist  and  Communist- 
controlled  countries.”  The  resolu¬ 
tion  appeared  to  have  been  based  on 
false  and  irresponsible  allegations 
circulated  last  October.  At  that  time 
the  national  press  and  radio  verified 
the  facts  and  published  the  truth. 
Mrs.  George  P.  Taubman  of  Long 
Beach,  California,  a  member  of  a 
DAR  Chapter,  and  Chairman  of  the 
U.  S.  delegation  to  the  Executive 
Board  of  UNICEF,  deplored  the  fact 
that  the  DAR  passed  the  resolution 
without  study.  She  is  hopeful  that 
the  DAR  will  reconsider  its  action 
after  study. 

In  the  face  of  these  attacks,  the 
following  questions  are  raised: 

1.  Does  a  large  share  of  UNICEF’s 
aid  go  to  children  in  countries  with 
Communist  governments? 

2.  Are  certain  U.  S.  citizens,  al¬ 
leged  to  have  had  some  association 
with  organizations  said  to  have  been 
related  to  Communist  activity,  em¬ 
ployed  by  UNICEF? 

3.  Are  some  of  the  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF 
Communists  or  connected  with 
Communist  front  organizations? 

THE  FACTS  ARE: 

In  1958,  the  UNICEF  Executive 
Board  allocated  $18,758,000  in  pro¬ 


gram  aid  of  which  $197,000  (1%) 
went  to  Poland,  the  only  country 
with  a  Communist  government  to 
receive  UNICEF  help  that  year.  In 
the  past  eight  years — since  the  end 
of  the  immediate  post-war  emer¬ 
gency  period  in  Europe — UNICEF 
has  allocated  a  total  of  $120,900,000 
for  program  aid.  Of  this  total  $4,- 
000,000  (3.3%  of  the  total  has  gone 
to  countries  in  which  there  are 
Communist  governments,  i.  e.,  to 
Poland  and  Yugoslavia).  These  are 
both  countries  to  which  the  U.  S. 
has  been  giving  direct  aid.  Every 
country  which  receives  aid  must 
match  dollars  in  order  to  receive  aid. 

Since  1951  countries  having  Com¬ 
munist  governments  have  contribu¬ 
ted  $4,000,000  to  UNICEF’s  world¬ 
wide  work.  The  Soviet  Union,  which 
has  never  received  any  aid  from 
the  Children’s  Fund,  has  made  an 
annual  gift  of  $500,000  for  the  past 
four  years. 

Every  citizen  who  is  employed  by 
any  public  international  organiza¬ 
tion  of  which  the  U.  S.  government 
is  a  member  is  subject  to  an  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  U.  S.  government 
under  the  provisions  of  Executive 
Order  10422,  as  amended.  Under  this 
order,  as  amended,  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Children’s  Fund  has  been  in¬ 
formed  of  a  favorable  advisory  de¬ 
termination  in  the  case  of  all  United. 
States  citizens  in  its  employ. 

As  of  October  1958,  President  Eis¬ 
enhower  wrote  Mrs.  Guido  Panta- 
leoni,  Jr.,  the  President  of  the 
UNICEF  Committee,  his  endorse¬ 
ment  and  appreciation  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  UNICEF.  Such  leaders  and 
organizations  as  Mr.  Adlai  E.  Stev¬ 
enson,  Senator  Alexander  Wiley,  the 
International  Conference  of  Catholic 
Charities,  the  Consultative  Council 
of  Jewish  Organizations,  United 
Church  Women — to  mention  only  a 
few — give  their  support  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  UNICEF. 

It  is  too  bad  that  just  when  some¬ 
thing  like  UNICEF  “Trick  or  Treat" 
program  gets  well  established,  some¬ 
one  or  some  groups  take  a  “pull” 
at  it,  isn’t  it?  What  is  important  is 
that  the  needs  of  sick  and  hungry 
children  are  being  met.  To  mothers 
all  over  the  world  the  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  are  not  controversial. 

(An  editorial  written  in  the  class, 
“The  Role  of  the  United  Nations  in 
World  Affairs”  by  Miss  Sue  Batton 
and  Mrs.  James  Whitaker  at  the 
School  of  Missions  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  August  1959.) 


6 A  Day  Apartf 

“A  Day  Apart”  will  be  observed 
by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Camden  District  with 
a  Prayer  Retreat  at  Parker’s  Chapel 
Church,  El  Dorado,  Wednesday,  No¬ 
vember  4th,  beginning  at  9  a.m.  and 
closing  at  2  p.m. 

The  theme  of  the  program  will 
be  “We  Seek  Thy  Presence  Lord,” 
with  Mrs.  Floyd  Babel,  Spiritual 
Life  Secretary  of  the  District,  as 
leader.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cammack  will  be 
in  charge  of  music. 

A  covered  dish  luncheon  will  be 
served  at  noon. 

“Whosoever  will — Let  him  come.” 


OCTOBER  22,  1959 
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Christian  Education 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Sunday,  September  27,  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Church 
School  held  promotion  services  for  the  different  Sunday  school  classes  be¬ 
tween  8:30  and  1 1 :00  a.m.  Church  Services. 

Lapel  pins,  scrolls,  etc. — all  were  presented  for  attendance,  knowledge 
of  the  Bible,  aptitude,  attitude,  and  the  many  other  facets  of  learning 
which  children  obtain  from  regular  attendance  at  the  Church  School. 

Pictured  is  Billy  Brockman  receiving  an  award  of  merit  from  his  teacher 
Mrs.  Gladys  Wagner. 


Vocations  Conf. 
Held  at  Baton 
Rouge  Church 

First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr., 
pastor,  was  host  to  a  4-District 
Christian  Vocations  Conference  for 
Youth  on  October  2-3.  Young  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  Baton  Rouge,  Alex¬ 
andria,  Lafayette,  and  New  Orleans 
Districts  were  invited  by  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  which  sponsored  the 
Conference.  Rev.  D.  William  Poole 
is  the  district  superintendent  of  the 
sponsoring  group. 

A  group  of  oustanding  leaders 
gathered  at  the  church  to  talk  with 
the  young  people  about  the  differ¬ 
ent  fields  open  for  full-time  church 
work,  with  these  fields  represented: 

Missions  —  Rev.  Porter  Anderson, 
Jr.,  associate  director  of  the  In¬ 
terboard  Committee  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Vocations,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Institutions  —  Miss  Thelma  Ann 
Reynolds,  director  of  Public 
Relations,  General  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  Chicago. 

Social  Work  —  Dr.  Earl  E.  Klein, 
director  of  School  of  Social  Wel¬ 
fare,  Louisiana  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  Baton  Rouge. 

Education  —  Rev.  Estill  Allen, 
minister  of  Education,  Carroll¬ 
ton  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans. 

Journalism  —  Miss  Jo  Ann  New¬ 
by,  director  of  Methodist  In¬ 
formation,  Louisiana-Arkansas 
Areas,  Little  Rock. 

Resource  in  Institutions  —  Dr.  L. 
D.  Haughton,  superintendent 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New 


Orleans. 

Returned  Missionary  From  Ko¬ 
rea  —  Rev.  James  W.  Spitzkeit, 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Planning  the  Conference  for  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  were:  John 
R.  Oldham,  district  director  Youth 
Work;  Mrs.  Oldham,  Rev.  Bob  Par¬ 
rott,  Rev.  J.  Mi.  Wilkes,  Rev.  Jim 
Ailor,  all  of  the  Vocations  Confer¬ 
ence  Committee;  Rev.  J.  M.  Wilkes, 
district  chairman  of  Vocations;  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Poole,  Rev.  Mr.  Ailor,  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Parish  at  First  Metho¬ 
dist,  served  as  general  coordinator. 

The  Vocations  Conference  for 
Youth  offered  a  varied  program  of 
interest  groups,  panels,  visual  aids, 
worship,  recreation,  and  question 
and  answer  sessions.  Meals  were 
served  in  the  gymnasium  of  the 
Youth  Center  at  First  Methodist. 


Missionary  Seminar 
Held,  September  23, 
By  Monticello  Dist. 

The  Missionary  Seminar  for  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work  in  the  Monticello  Dis¬ 
trict  was  held  in  the  Monticello 
Methodist  Church  on  September  23 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  Seven¬ 
teen  were  in  attendance  from  Mon¬ 
ticello,  Warren,  Wilmot,  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage,  Hamburg  and  Crossett. 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Garrett  of  Crossett, 
district  secretary  of  Children’s 
Work,  opened  the  meeting  with  dis¬ 
cussion  of  “The  Duties  of  Secre¬ 
taries,”  “Missionary  Giving,”  and 
“Additional  Sessions.”  Mrs.  John 
B.  Hefley  of  Pine  Bluff,  conference 
secretary  of  Children’s  Work,  taught 
the  Primary  course  on  “Africa.” 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Beck  of  Monticello,  dis¬ 
trict  director  of  Children’s  Work, 


Fort  Smith  First 
Church  Installs 
Officers,  Teachers 

Over  10  Church  School  officers 
and  teachers,  representing  47  class¬ 
es  (12  adult,  17  youth,  and  18  chil¬ 
dren’s),  were  formally  installed  by 
Dr.  Fred  G.  Roebuck  at  the  eleven 
o’clock  Morning  Worship  Service 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Fort 
Smith,  Sunday,  October  11.  In¬ 
cluded  in  that  group  were  the  gen¬ 
eral  officers  of  the  Church  School: 
Robert  W.  Gregg,  who  begins  his 
18th  year  as  general  superintendent; 
Gene  Harwood,  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  for  Membership  Cultiva¬ 
tion;  O.  L.  Davis,  general  secretary; 
Guy  Hixson,  treasurer;  and  Maurice 
Carter,  literature  secretary. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  pas- 


taught  the  Junior  course  on  “Afri¬ 
ca.”  Mrs.  A.  C.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of 
Monticello  taught  the  Primary 
course,  “The  Church’s  Mission  in 
Town  and  Country.” 

Mrs.  Lamar  Williamson  of  Mon¬ 
ticello,  who  visited  the  Belgian  Con¬ 
go  in  1958,  told  of  her  trip,  during 
the  noon  hour  session. 

Mrs.  Kelly  Oliver,  Jr.,  of  Crossett 
taught  the  Junior  course,  “The 
Church’s  Mission  in  Town  and 
Country.”  Mrs.  Hefley  showed  two 
films,  “Town  and  Country  Cousins” 
and  “Termba  of  Africa”.  Rev.  R. 
O.  Beck  is  pastor  of  the  Monticello 
Church. 


tor,  Dr.  Roebuck,  and  Superintend¬ 
ent  Gregg,  the  First  Methodist 
Church  School  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds  until  today  it  is  the  11th 
largest  Church  School  in  American 
Methodism. 

The  enrollment  in  the  last  15 
years  has  jumped  from  1100  to  2430, 
and  the  average  attendance  per 
Sunday  has  gone  from  below  500 
to  1237,  as  of  the  end  of  the  Church 
year  last  June.  This  is  the  third 
year  in  succession  that  the  Church 
School  has  averaged  over  1200  in 
attendance  every  Sunday.  Also,  in 
the  last  years,  the  value  of  the 
Church  property  has  almost  quad¬ 
rupled. 

The  Fort  Smith  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  under  Dr.  Ethan 
W.  Dodgen,  has  carried  on  a  dis¬ 
trict  training  program  for  Church 
School  workers  for  many  years. 
However,  last  year,  for  the  first 
time,  a  local  church  training  pro¬ 
gram  was  instituted  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist.  The  initial  course  in  teach¬ 
ing  techniques  resulted  in  34  ad¬ 
ditional  adults  being  assigned  to 
teaching  positions  in  the  Church 
School.  A  recent  course,  “How  to 
Read  and  Study  the  Bible,”  was  at¬ 
tempted  by  88  persons,  75  of  them 
receiving  credit  for  completing  the 
requirements  of  the  course. 

The  division  superintendents  of 
the  Church  School  are  as  follows: 
Adult  Division,  Y.  M.  Orsburn; 
Youth  Division,  Herschel  McClurk- 
in;  Children’s  Division,  Mrs.  James 
L.  Fitzgerald. 


Here  is  one  of  the  fine  classes  of  young  people  who  attended  the  recent 
Bible  School  Sharing  Program  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Jonesville, 
La.  This  group  includes:  Lesa  Breithaupt,  Susan  Scott,  David  Thomas,  James 
Glenn  Kelly,  Sivley  Standiford,  Jeannie  Tarver,  Johnny  Farmer,  Emiley  Jane 
Wiley,  Georgie  Ann  Owens,  Craig  Breithaupt,  Gayle  House,  Charlie  Riggs 
and  Rusty  Sylvester. 

A  total  of  56  young  folks  received  certificates  which  they  earned  in 
this  course.  There  was  an  average  daily  attendance  of  58  with  a  total  en¬ 
rollment  of  67.  Nineteen  workers  and  teachers  cooperated  in  the  Bible 
School.  Rev.  Alvin  Smith,  pastor  of  the  church,  stated  that  the  program 
this  year  was  " very  successful." 
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Clay  Cooper,  President  of  Vision,  Incorporated,  replies 
to  the  Soviet  Premier’s  pronouncement  that  today’s  grand¬ 
children  will  live  in  a  communist  world.  The  prediction  is 
held  up  for  inspection  in  the  light  of  a  literal  application  of 
the  Christian’s  mission  in  the  world. 


Mr.  Khrushchev  Says.  .  . 


By  Cljay  Cooper 


IKITA  KHRUSHCHEV  says,  to  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  today,  “Your  grandchil¬ 
dren  will  live  in  a  communist  world.” 
Nobody  doubts  the  sincerety  of  his  con¬ 
viction  but  a  lot  of  other  men  are  asking,  “WHAT 
WORLD?”  According  to  our  top-flight  scientists, 
today’s  grandchildren  probably  won’t  live  in 
ANY  world  .  .  .  communist  or  otherwise.  There 
probably  won’t  be  one! 

“There  are  enough  super-bombs  in  exist¬ 
ence  to  kill  everybody,  or  nearly  everybody,  on 
earth,”  observes  Dr.  Linus  Pauling,  American 
Nobel  prize-winning  chemist.  Pauling  estimates 
the  United  States  alone  has  a  stock-piled  seven¬ 
ty-five  thousand  nuclear  bombs,  and  warns, 
“four  thousand  “ONLY  4000)  ‘super  bombs’  drop¬ 
ped  at  intervals,  could  exterminate  all  human 
life.” 

No  less  an  authority  than  Dr.  W.  H.  Picker¬ 
ing,  Director  of  California  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology’s  jet  propulsion  branch,  claims,  “In  half 
an  hour,  the  East  and  the  West  could  destroy 
civilization.”  He  asks,  “How  long  can  mankind 
go  on  living  this  way?” 

Almost  vainly  do  we  mortals  seek  to  write 
the  prescription  for  our  planet’s  problems.  We 
experiment  with  Summit  Meetings.  Top  con¬ 
ferees  burn  the  midnight  oil.  Bi-lateral  and  tri¬ 
lateral  dickerings  result  in  deadlocks!  High  level 
hagglings  lead  down  blind  alleys!  All  the  while 
spreading  plagues,  threatening  our  very  exist¬ 
ence,  remains  immune  to  political  poultices.  But, 
that  we  should  keep  on  trying  is  most  under¬ 
standable.  Humanity’s  innate  desire  for  survival 
drives  us  on  to  find  the  way  out  of  the  mess 
we  are  in.  Every  man’s  intuition  tells  him  there 
MUST  be  an  answer  to  the  dilemma  of  our  day. 
He  knows  Adam’s  race  was  never  made  to  wind 
up  hiding  in  a  steel-reinforced  concrete  bomb 
shelter  in  the  back  yard,  only  to  inevitably  suc¬ 
cumb  days  later  to  radiation.  ...  to  the  last  man! 
He  knows  man  was  not  created  for  so  ignomini¬ 
ous  an  end. 

But  where  is  that  elusive  remedy?  On  what 
rests  the  future  hope  of  the  world,  if  there  is  to 
be  a  future  hope.  ...  or  even  a  world!  Confusion 
and  doubt  trouble  honest  minds.  “To  be,  or  NOT 
to  be,”  is  more  than  ever  THE  relevant  question. 
We  are  nearer  annihilation  at  this  moment  than 
ever  before,  and  no  one  need  be  reminded  of  the 
near-futility  of  mere  man’s  devices  to  fend  off  a 
manmade  day  of  doom  toward  which  the  world 
accelerates.  This  is  no  time  for  guessing  games! 
Man’s  survival,  to  say  nothing  of  the  honor  of 
the  God  Who  created  him  for  His  glory,  depends 
upon  somebody  coming  up  with  the  Right 
answer! 

That  same  Bill  Pickering,  of  Cal  Tech,  feels 
confident  a  solution  is  in  the  offing,  but  he  re¬ 
minds,  “That  solution  is  NOT  in  laboratories,  but 
in  the  heart  and  mind  of  man.”  Basically,  then, 
the  problem  becomes  spiritual  more  than  polit¬ 
ical  with  the  solution  hinging  on  single  individ¬ 


uals,  one  at  a  time,  with  national  and  inter¬ 
national  involvements  as  but  overtones. 

The  disease,  once  properly  diagnosed,  points 
up  a  two-fold  cure.  First,  the  necessity  of  rightly 
relating  ourselves  to  God,  INDIVIDUALLY, 
“through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.”  Secondly,  and 
necessarily,  follows  the  God-related-man’s  prop¬ 
er,  responsible  relationship  with  the  world.  If 
the  world  is  going  to  be  saved,  it  is  not  going  to 
be  saved  by  an  un-saved  man.  If  we  are  learning 
any  valuable  lesson  in  this  twentieth  century, 
it  is  the  lesson  that  our  generation  cannot  be 
redeemed  by  men  who  are  not  themselves  re¬ 
deemed! 

So  we  must  begin  where  God  begins,  with 
the  least  common  denominator.  .  .  A  MAN.  The 
story  is  told  of  the  weary  dad  at  end  of  day, 
newspaper  in  hand,  slippered  and  comfortably 
settled  in  the  easy  chair.  His  cuddly  little  daugh¬ 
ter  didn’t  add  anything  to  his  peace  and  quiet. 
To  occupy  her  apart,  he  tore  a  world  map  into 
jig-saw  pieces  and  gave  her  a  home  work  as¬ 
signment.  He  was  amazed  to  find  her  tugging  at 
him  again  in  short  order.  She  explained,  “on  the 
other  side  was  the  face  of  a  man  .  .  .  and  when 
I  got  the  man  right  the  world  turned  out  right.” 
Indeed,  and  if  the  world  is  to  turn  out  right;  if 
preservation  is  the  goal;  if  we’d  like  to  see  man¬ 
kind  avoid  disappearing  in  the  dust  of  an  atomic 
explosion  .  .  .  the  individual  man  has  to  be  put 
right.  Right,  first  of  all,  in  his  own  personal  re¬ 
lationship  with  God,  and  then  in  proper  relation¬ 
ship  with  his  fellow-man. 

It  follows  that  the  greatest  contribution  any 
person  can  make  toward  the  desired  objective  is 
for  that  individual  to  unqualifiedly  give  his 
heart  and  life  to  God,  be  redeemed  himself  spir¬ 
itually,  and  then  conmmence  in  dead  earnest  to 
work  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  as  com¬ 
manded  by  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion.  Should  the  worse  come  to  the  worst  and 
cataclysm  hit  this  poor,  earth,  the  greatest  he 
could  possibly  suffer,  along  with  all  the  rest, 
would  be  the  loss  of  his  life.  And  he’s  got  to  lose 
that  eventually,  anyway,  so  a  few  days  more  or 
less  are  really  not  too  consequential.  As  for  his 
redeemed  soul,  the  holocaust  the  scientists  are 
talking  about  would  only  be  an  Elijah’s  chariot 
of  fire  transporting  him  by  a  short-cut  route  to 
heaven.  Whether  school  keeps  or  not,  if  the 
world  is  blown  into  smithereens,  he  died  trying 
to  avert  disaster  in  the  right  way  and  can  con¬ 
fidently  expect  God  to  “keep  that  which  was 
committed  unto  Him  against  the  evil  day.”  And 
who  wants  to  died  in  bed  anyway? 

But  even  this  philosophy  tends  to  escape-ism 
and  is  much  too  negative  to  correspond  to  man’s 
inbred  cry  for  self-preservation  which  may  be 
regarded  as  divinely  implanted.  The  chances  are, 
that  that  rightly-related-to-God  man,  that  saved 
man,  and  another  like  him  .  .  .  and  another  .  .  . 
ever  multiplying  in  number;  counting  more  and 
more  for  God  and  humanity;  seeking  ever  to 
further  His  cause  through  out  the  world;  faith¬ 
fully  witnessing  and  winning  other  men  to  God 
out  of  every  kindred,  tongue,  tribe  and  nation; 


praying  daily,  as  per  Christ’s  instructions,  “Thy 
will  be  done  on  EARTH  ...  as  it  is  in  heaven,” 
and  putting  feet  to  those  prayers  .  .  .  and  who 
knows,  perhaps  there  won’t  be  EITHER  the  pre¬ 
dicted  communist  coup  .  .  .  OR  .  .  .  atomic  dis¬ 
integration.  Change  enough  individual  men  and 
you  have  changed  the  world.  Save  enough  souls 
and  you  may  save  the  world  the  tragedy  the 
scientists  predict.  Wishful  thinking?  Perhaps, 
and  yet  who  can  tell  what  could  happen  to  our 
world,  for  good,  between  right  now  and  the 
“deadline”  the  physicists  are  giving  the  states¬ 
men  to  work  out  their  problems. 

According  to  the  Best  Authority  on  all  sub¬ 
jects,  redeemed  men  are  the  “salt  of  the  earth 
.  .  .  and  .  .  .  the  light  of  the  world.”  Salt  is  a 
preserving  quality  and  light  a  radiation  dispell¬ 
ing  darkness  anywhere  in  the  world.  By  Christ’s 
own  two  definitions  of  that  man  who  is  rightly 
related  to  God,  and  consequently  to  the  world,  it 
is  more  than  just  inferred  that  he  is  an  inter¬ 
nationalist  ...  of  sorts!  Actually,  he  is  for  salva¬ 
tion  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  spiritually  and  oth¬ 
erwise.  No  other  agent,  or  agency,  has  ever  been 
so  endowed  or  appointed.  Even  the  U.  N.  could 
not  claim  such  a  distinction.  Jesus  Christ,  Who 
was  never  known  to  minimize  a  fact  or  stretch 
the  truth  by  a  hair’s  breadth,  puts  His  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  our  sick  age  and  says  to  His  fol¬ 
lowers,  “YE  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  .  .  .  YE  are 
the  light  of  the  world!” 

Now,  let’s  assume  that  Mr.  Khrushchev  is 
wrong,  that  our  grandchildren  will  NOT  be 
obliged  to  live  in  the  communist  world!  Let’s 
assume  our  generation  will  be  spared  annihila¬ 
tion  and  that  the  question  “to  be  or  not  to  be”  is 
to  have  an  affirmative  answer!  If  these  postu¬ 
lates  hold  true,  God  grant  they  may,  history  will 
verify  and  our  grandchildren  will  discover  that 
salvation  came  not  through  the  savants  of 
science,  per  se,  but  through  the  servants  of  the 
Saviour.  It  becomes  increasingly  clearer  all  the 
time  that  the  job  of  the  Christian,  be  he  states¬ 
man,  clergyman  or  layman,  is  to  save  the  world 
by  riveting  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  That  desciple  must  take 
Christ  to  the  world  and  bring  the  world  to  Christ 
...  or  there  probably  won’t  be  any  world. 

It  is  folly  to  expect  men  who  are  not  re¬ 
deemed,  themselves,  to  redeem  the  world,  how¬ 
ever  able,  earnest  and  sincere.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  unadulterated  dereliction  of  duty  for 
the  disciple  of  Christ  to  leave  all  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  unkinking  the  knotty  world  problems  up 
to  the  Ambassadors,  Congressmen  ...  or  even 
to  our  esteemed  President.  Each  of  these  leaders 
has  his  part,  but  it  is  not  the  chief  part  .  .  .  and 
if  he  is  an  un-Godly  man,  it  is  most  certainly  a 
very  minor  part,  if,  indeed,  it  is  any  part  at  all. 

No,  to  successfully  gainsay  Mr.  Khrushchev’s 
prophecy,  and  still  have  a  world  left  over,  the 
individual  must  be,  or  become,  a  Christian.  And 
then  he  must  busy  himself  in  a  pursuit,  compared 
with  which  all  else  is  secondary.  In  all  he  MUST, 
“seek  FIRST  the  Kingdom,”  and  fervently  pray, 
“Thy  will  be  done  ON  EARTH.”  He  must  en¬ 
gage  in  the  monopolizing  occupation  of  “making 
disciples  of  all  nations.”  He  must  share  the 
“Gospel  with  every  creature,”  as  per  his  march¬ 
ing  orders  outlined  in  the  Great  Commission. 
(Mark  16:15;  Matthew  28:19,  20).  Who  knows, 
perhaps  then  there  won’t  be  either  the  predicted 
communist  coup  .  .  .  OR  .  .  .  thermo-nuclear  dis¬ 
aster. 

In  the  final  analysis,  if  the  world  is  to  be 
saved  from  eithe^  Comunism  or  catastrophe,  or 
both,  it  must  be  saved  by  individuals  who  are 
themselves  saved  ...  by  their  personal  and  col¬ 
lective  efforts  in  implementing  the  cause  of 
world  missions  .  .  .  THE  ANSWER. 

Courteous  Christian,  Mr.  K,  says  your  grand¬ 
children  will  live  in  a  communist  world.  What  do 
you  say?  Whether  he’s  right  or  wrong  depends 
upon  you.  You  are  vital,  an  integral  part  in  the 
deciding  factor.  Get  off  your  warm  church  pew 
and  reach  your  arms  around  the  world.  Do  your 
part  to  help  make  world  evangelization  a  realiza¬ 
tion  in  this  generation.  Do  more  than  your  part. 
The  answer  is  up  to  YOU. 

To  serve  the  present  age, 

My  calling  to  fulfil  — 

O,  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 

To  do  my  Master’s  will. 


OCTOBER  22,  1959 
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An  African  quartet  has  recorded  a  12“  Hi-Fidelity  33  1/3  r.p.m.  long 
playing  record,  which  contains,  in  word  and  song,  an  edited  version  of  the 
Ambassadors'  Quartet  presentation,  "From  Darkness  to  Light."  For  use  in 
home  and  church,  it  demonstrates  the  evolution  of  African  music. 

In  1959  the  Southern  Rhodesian  Annual  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church  sent  four  personable  young  men  as  ambassadors  to  the  churches 
of  America.  They  represented  the  42,000  members  of  200  Methodist  Church¬ 
es  in  Southern  Rhodesia. 

The  program  of  these  "ambassadors  of  good  will"  was  planned  to  take 
them  to  29  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  singing  and  speaking  be¬ 
fore  church  groups  and  service  clubs  and  on  many  radio  and  television 
stations  during  a  ten  month  tour. 

A  few  days  after  they  arrived  in  the  United  States  the  Quartet  was 
invited  by  the  Board  of  Missions  to  record  portions  of  their  presentation 
in  English  and  in  Shona  so  that  the  audiences  who  heard  them  in  person 
and  others  would  be  able  to  hear  them  in  their  own  homes.  The  record 
will  be  welcome  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  turbulent (  emerging  con¬ 
tinent  of  Africa. 

The  record  may  be  ordered,  $3.00  postpaid,  from  the  Department  of 
Visual  Education,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  New  York.  (After  No¬ 
vember  9th:  13th  Floor,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  27,  N.  Y.) 


“Days  of  Decision 
At  Denver99 

“As  Methodism  looks  ahead  to  the 
General  Conference  in  Denver, 
starting  April  27  of  next  year,” 
points  out  Roy  L.  Smith  in  the  No¬ 
vember  issue  of  TOGETHER  maga¬ 
zine,  “we  would  wish  for  no  greater 
glory  than  a  rebirth  of  the  courage 
and  dedication  at  the  Christmas 
Conference  of  1784  * 

The  church  that  conference  found¬ 
ed  has  advanced  through  175  years 
until  it  embraces  more  than  10,000,- 
000  members.  What  its  future  will 
be,  says  Dr.  Smith,  could  very  well 
be  shaped  by  decisions  made  next 
April. 

Dr.  Smith’s  article,  “Days  of  De¬ 
cision  at  Denver,”  is  one  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  special  articles  written  for 
the  November  issue  as  TOGETHER’s 
contribution  to  the  175th  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  America. 

Most  important  of  the  issues  to 
face  the  General  Conference,  points 
out  Dr.  Smith,  is  that  of  the  juris¬ 
dictional  system.  The  1956  General 
Conference  at  Minneapolis  estab¬ 
lished  a  commission  to  study  the 
matter  and  to  report  back  to  the 
conference  at  Denver.  The  issue  is 
important  because  it  involves  prob¬ 
lems  like  these: 

Shall  the  jurisdictional  system  be 
abandoned  or  modified?  Should 
Methodist  bishops  be  elected  by  the 
Jurisdictions  or  by  the  General 
Conference?  If  they  are  to  be  elected 
by  the  jurisdictional  bodies,  should 
they  be  consecrated  by  the  General 
Conference?  Is  it  desirable  to  set 
up  machinery  by  which  bishops 
elected  in  one  Jurisdiction  may  be 
assigned  later  to  serve  an  area  (or 
areas)  in  another  Jurisdiction? 

Any  question  of  church  adminis¬ 
tration  is  bound  to  involve  segrega¬ 
tion  and  integration,  declares  Dr. 
Smith.  That  is  because  five  of  the 
Jurisdictions  are  geographical  and 
one  is  racial.  The  Denver  meeting 
will  be  compelled  to  decide  whether 
legislation  enacted  at  Minneapolis 
in  1956  is  to  be  amended,  restricted, 
liberalized,  or  revised. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  Methodism 
listed  at  the  Christmas  Conference 
was  “to  reform  the  continent.”  To¬ 
day,  points  out  Dr.  Smith,  the  rising 
tide  of  juvenile  delinquency  makes 
it  necessary  for  the  church  to  sub¬ 
ject  its  entire  system  of  religious 
and  moral  education  to  the  most 
candid  and  searching  investigation. 
“And  the  General  Conference  dare 
not  adjourn  without  providing  us 
with  guidance.” 

As  for  alcoholism,  Dr.  Smith  re¬ 
grets  the  fact  that  Alcohol  Anony¬ 
mous  had  to  grow  up  outside  the 
Christian  Church.  “We  have  been  all 
too  indifferent  to  the  scourge  that 
is  eating  away  at  the  vitals  of  the 
nation  like  a  cancer.  Methodists 
must  deal  courageously  and  crea¬ 
tively  with  the  problem.” 

Additional  social  problems  clam¬ 
oring  for  attention  are  automation, 
inflation,  power  blocks,  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  Communism,  statism,  divorce, 
the  population  explosion,  foreign 
aid,  federal  aid  to  education,  and 
public  housing. 

Those  problems,  in  turn,  raise  the 
question  of  whether  the  Board  of 
Temperance,  the  Board  of  World 
Peace,  and  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  should  be 
merged  as  will  be  recommended  at 
the  Conference.  The  deciding  factor, 
in  Dr.  Smith’s  opinion,  is,  “Will  this 
plan  make  The  Methodist  Church  a 
more  effective  witness  for  Christ 


in  this  area  of  human  need?” 

Although  The  Methodist  Church 
has  long  had  a  commission  inter¬ 
ested  in  exploring  the  possibilities 
of  church  union  without  much  suc¬ 
cess,  there  are  new  opportunities 
for  co-operation  with  other  church¬ 
es  which  must  not  be  overlooked, 
in  Dr.  Smith’s  opinion.  This  is  es¬ 
pecially  true,  he  says,  within  the 
fellowship  of  Methodists:  the  Primi¬ 
tive  Methodists,  the  Wesleyan  Meth¬ 
odists,  the  Free  Methodists,  and  the 
large  Negro  denominations  in  this 
country. 

The  political  situation  of  the  world 
certainly  has  not  improved  since 
the  General  Conference  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  Since  there  will  be  Meth¬ 
odists  present  from  every  continent 
with  the  exception  of  Australia,  Dr. 
Smith  hopes  that  the  Denver  meet¬ 
ing  will  have  some  clear  guidance 
from  God  on  the  subjects  of  nuclear 
testing,  disarmament,  Communist 
aggression,  foreign  aid,  Hungary, 
Tibet,  Iraq,  Arab  refugees,  and  Red 
China. 

Other  special  features  of  the  175th 
Anniversary  issue  include  a  series 
of  nine  watercolors  by  Floyd  John¬ 
son  of  early  historic  Methodist 
events,  A  Methodist  Americana 
Guide  for  Tourists  that  lists  182 
points  of  Methodist  significance  — 
one  hundred  of  them  illustrated, 
articles  dealing  with  the  history  and 
growth  of  The  Methodist  Church  in 
America,  and  the  winning  175th  an¬ 
niversary  hymn. 


“Finding  God 
Through  Healing 99 

The  Church  needs  the  power  of 
God  to  heal  its  wounds  and  trans¬ 
gressions.  Then  it  needs  to  set  forth 
to  heal  the  illness  and  ease  the  suf¬ 
fering  of  a  harassed  and  helpless 
world.  The  Church  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  physical  and  mental, 
as  well  as  the  spiritual,  health  of 
mankind.  And  radiant  health  can  be 
yours. 

Here  is  a  book  you  may  use  as 
your  guide  to  the  healing  power  of 
Almighty  God.  Dr.  Carl  J.  Sanders, 
Superintendent  of  the  Richmond 
District,  Virginia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  The  Methodist  Church,  sets 
forth  some  sane  and  sensible  ways 
man  may  find  God  through  healing. 
And  it  may  very  well  work  the 
other  way  around:  ways  man  may 
find  healing  through  God. 

“Jesus  gave  to  His  followers  a 
three-fold  imperative:  to  teach,  to 
preach,  to  heal  the  sick!”  states  Dr. 
Sanders.  “When  Jesus  was  founding 
His  Church  that  was  to  carry  His 
ministry  throughout  all  the  ages, 
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Will  Organize 
Audio-Visual 
Aids  in  Africa 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore  of  New 
York  and  Cresskill,  N.  J.,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  mass  communications  speci¬ 
alist,  left  the  United  States  October 
6  on  a  two-month  assignment  to 
develop  an  over-all  mass  communi¬ 
cations  and  audio-visual  strategy 
for  Methodist  work  in  Africa. 

Mr.  Fore,  whose  home  is  66  Engle 
Street  in  Cresskill,  is  the  first  per¬ 
son  to  be  sent  overseas  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  develop  a  mass 
communications  strategy  for  an  area 
as  large  as  Africa.  His  regular  posi¬ 
tion  is  director  of  the  Department  of 
Visual  Education  in  the  Joint  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Education  and  Cultivation, 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  In  Af¬ 
rica,  however,  he  will  be  on  special 
assignment  by  the  board’s  Division 
of  World  Missions. 

Mr.  Fore’s  trip  will  take  him  to 
five  countries  where  the  Methodist 
Church  is  at  work:  Angola,  Mozam¬ 
bique,  Southern  Rhodesia,  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa.  He  will  meet  with  missionar¬ 
ies  and  nationals  in  each  place  to 
survey  and  discuss  the  need  for  mass 
media  and  audio-visual  facilities,  in¬ 
cluding  radio,  television,  motion 
pictures,  filmstrips,  mobile  units,  re¬ 
cordings,  flannelgraphs  and  picture 
sets.  He  will  also  study  ways  in 
which  the  church  can  do  a  more 
effective  job  in  reaching  non-Chris¬ 
tians  through  the  mass  media. 

In  several  places,  Mr.  Fore  will 
meet  not  only  with  Methodists  but 
with  representatives  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  and  of  national  Chris¬ 
tian  councils.  He  is  representing  not 
only  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  but  the  interdenominational 
communications  agency,  RAVEMC- 
CO  (Radio,  Visual  Education  and 
Mass  Communications  Commission 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es).  On  behalf  of  RAVEMCCO,  he 
will  visit  Nigeria  and  Kenya,  where 
the  Methodist  Church  as  such  has 
no  mission  work. 

A  special  assignment  will  take 
Mr.  Fore  to  Ethiopia,  where  he  will 
study  the  possibility  of  establishing 
a  Christian  short-wave  radio  station. 
He  will  also  visit  various  Methodist 
and  interdenominational  audio-vis¬ 
ual  offices  in  England. 

Mr.  Fore  spent  his  early  life  in 
Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  and  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Occidental  College  in  Los 
Angeles  and  of  the  Yale  Divinity 
School,  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Southern  California- 
Arizona  Methodist  Conference.  He 
has  been  on  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  staff  since  1956. 


one  of  the  foundation  stones  was  the 
‘healihg  ministry.’  It  is  a  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  Church  just  as  much 
as  teaching  and  preaching.” 

FINDING  GOD  THROUGH 
HEALING.  Carl  J.  Sanders.  The 
Upper  Room,  Nashville  5,  Tennessee. 
32  pp.,  paperback.  15c  each;  8  for 
$1.00;  $10.00  per  100. 


EXCEPTIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 
Starting  salary  up  to  $600  plus  bonus, 
depending  upon  qualifications  and  selec¬ 
tion  tests,  for  man  to  represent  large, 
well-known  corporation.  Permanent  con¬ 
nection  in  a  very  stable  Industry.  Com¬ 
prehensive  training  program  considered 
outstanding.  ..Preferably:  ..  Age  .25-35, 
married  and  college  degree.  Advance¬ 
ment  opportunities  dependent  solely  on 
ability.  Include  personal  history  and 
record  of  business  background.  Write 
Box  A,  c/o  This  Newspaper. 
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Memorial 


Memorial  to  Mrs .  Bishop  Miller  Dedicated 


WATSON — On  the  third  of  August, 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-nine,  death  claimed  B.  K.  Wat¬ 
son,  one  of  our  most  devout  and 
best  loved  members  of  the  Marion 
Methodist  Church. 

The  passing  of  this  good  man  left 
a  vacancy  in  his  church,  his  home 
and  community  that  will  be  felt 
for  a  long  time. 

We  knew  B.  K.  Watson  in  every 
walk  of  life  and  to  know  him  was 
to  value  him  as  a  man,  a  great 
Christian,  and  a  good  citizen.  He  was 
the  soul  of  truth  and  honor  and 
was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

His  unswerving  loyalty,  devotion, 
and  love  for  his  Creator,  his  church, 
his  home  and  community  was  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us. 

His  quiet  and  unassuming  manner 
gave  no  indication  of  the  important 
place  he  held  in  the  life  of  his 
church  and  community.  For  many 
years  he  was  our  Church  School  su¬ 
perintendent,  chairman  of  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board,  and  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  both  Sunday  School  and 
Church.  Truly,  he  was  all  things  to 
all  phases  of  our  church  work. 

We  miss  him  and  shall  continue 
to  miss  him. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this 
testimonial  to  his  life  and  character 
be  incorporated  into  the  permanent 
record  of  the  Official  Board  of  the 
Marion  Methodist  Church  and  that  a 
copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Watson  and  to  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist. 

E.  J.  Gulley, 

Chairman  Official  Board 
Mrs.  K.  S.  Thompson, 
Secretary  Official  Board 
Rev.  L.  J.  Futch, 

Pastor 


P.  I.  Chapel 
Memorializes 
Bishop  Branscomb 

A  new  Methodist  church  of  mod¬ 
ernistic  architectural  design,  named 
in  honor  of  the  late  Bishop  John  W. 
Branscomb,  of  Florida,  has  recently 
been  completed  on  Mindanao  island 
in  the  Philippines. 

Built  on  a  hill  overlooking  one  of 
the  main  roads  of  Mindanao,  the 
John  W.  Branscomb  Memorial 
Chapel  will  serve  not  only  as  a 
worship  center,  but  its  educational 
plant  will  house  Sunday  school 
classes,  recreational  facilities  and 
classes  of  the  Mount  Apo  Christian 
Workers  School.  Built  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000,  the  new  church  was  given 
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By  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Conger 


The  last  Sunday  of  August,  1959,  was  a  red  letter  day  in  the  history 
of  the  Methodist  mission  in  Costa  Rica.  And  in  the  life  of  the  92-year-old 
Bishop  George  A.  Miller  it  was  the  culmination  of  a  long-time  dream.  Foi 
it  was  on  that  day  that  the  beautiful  chapel  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Miller  was 
dedicated  before  a  large  group  of  Methodists  from  many  parts  of  Costa 
Rica. 

The  chapel  is  located  in  the  center  of  the  two-and-one-half-acre  plot 
of  the  “Training  School  for  Methodist  Workers”  in  Alajuela,  Costa  Rica. 


It  is  of  attractive  modernistic  design, 
triangular  in  shape.  In  the  interior 
front  is  a  large  reinforced  concrete 
cross,  the  vertical  leg  reaching  from 
the  floor  to  the  roof,  and  the  hori¬ 
zontal  arm  tieing  to  each  side  of  the 
roof.  Someone  suggested  that  it  was 
symbolic  of  the  fact  that  the  cross 
holds  the  church  together.  The  in¬ 
terior  appointments  are  in  harmony 
with  the  design  of  the  building.  It 
is  a  fine  and  worshipful  chapel. 

The  service  of  dedication  was 
conducted  as  part  of  an  all-day 
Methodist  rally.  Sunday  schools 
from  all  the  area  came  in  chartered 
buses  in  the  morning  and  held  their 
sessions  in  groups  all  over  the  grass. 
They  had  brought  their  lunches  with 
them  -and  at  noon  sat  down  to  picnic 
meals.  Following  that  was  what  they 
called  a  “Christian  Love  Feast.”  The 
people  sat  on  the  terraced  lawn  for 
song,  prayer  and  testimony. 

At  1  p.m.  the  doors  of  the  chapel 
were  unlocked.  To  the  singing  of 
“Christian  Soldiers”  marched  the 
processional;  first  the  choir  and  then 
the  bishop  and  leaders  of  the  church, 
followed  by  the  congregation,  all 
singing  as  they  entered. 

The  service  was  in  Spanish,  and 
so  unintelligible  to  the  writer;  but 
there  was  a  very  evident  spirit  of 
devoted  interest.  Bishop  Miller,  who 
was  obviously  not  too  strong,  gave 
a  short  speech  in  Spanish,  which 
one  of  missionaries  said  was  a  mar¬ 
vellous  talk  considering  how  long 
the'  Bishop  had  been  out  of  Spanish 
work.  Then  he  directed  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ritual  for  the  Dedication  of  a 
Church. 

In  the  entrance  of  the  Chapel  is 
a  bronze  plaque  in  Spanish  which 
translated  reads:  “To  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  preparation  of  Chris¬ 
tian  workers  in  memory  of  Margaret 
Ross  Miller  this  chapel  has  been 
constructed  by  her  husband,  Bishop 
George  Amos  Miller,  and  their 
daughter,  Evelyn  Miller  Berger.” 

The  Training  School  for  Christian 
Workers  which  this  chapel  is  to 
serve  has  been  in  existence  for  only 
three  years  as  of  November  1959. 
It  is  operated  for  the  training  of 
national  workers  in  Christian  serv¬ 
ice  in  Panama  and  Costa  Rica.  It 
has  a  present  enrollment  of  24.  The 
course  is  for  four  years.  The  first 
two  years  and  the  fourth  are  for 
academic  work  and  the  third  year  is 


as  a  memorial  to  Bishop  Branscomb 
by  Christ  Methodist  Church,  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  and  many  other 
Florida  churches. 


for  supervised  field  work. 

The  present  faculty  consists  of 
three  missionaries  and  three  na¬ 
tionals.  The  entrance  requirements 
call  for  at  least  six  years  of  school. 
Many  of  the  students  with  that  as 
a  minimum  requirement,  after  at¬ 
tending  sessions  all  day  at  the 
Training  School,  go  to  a  four-hour 
evening  high  school  to  complete 
their  educational  status. 

The  present  new  building,  called 
the  Women’s  Building,  has  beside 
dormitory  accommodations,  the  li¬ 
brary  and  classrooms.  The  Men’s 
Building  is  in  planning;  besides  the 
dormitory,  it  will  have  felttures  to 
improve  the  facilities  of  the  whole 
plant. 

This  project  for  the  Men’s  Build¬ 
ing  is  in  the  Week  of  Dedication  Of¬ 
fering  for  February  1960.  It  deserves 
a  liberal  response. 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

A  new  $15,000  crafts'and  arts  cen¬ 
ter  is  to  be  built  at  the  Methodist 
Summer  Assembly  at  Lake  Junalus- 
ka,  near  Asheville,  N.  C.,  and  named 
for  the  late  Bishop  John  Branscomb, 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla.  The  building 
project  will  be  ready  for  use  in  the 
summer  of  1960. 


In  the  underpopulated  states  of 
Victoria  and  Tasmania,  in  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  Commonwealth,  churches 
are  so  widely  scattered  and  have 
such  small  congregations,  Presby¬ 
terians  and  Methodists  have  found 
it  possible  and  desirable  to  combine 
their  work  and  ministries  as  perhaps 
nowhere  else  in  the  world.  A  recent 
report  notes:  “There  are  now  six 
ministers  appointed  to  united 
Presbyterian-Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  within  Victoria.  In  each  case 
it  would  be  difficult  for  either 
church  to  maintain  the  services  of 
a  minister,  and  quite  impossible 
without  generous  home  mission 
grants.  In  each  of  the  four  congrega¬ 
tions  which  have  been  operating  for 
some  time  in  Victoria — those  of  Up¬ 
per  Kiewa  Valley,  Murrayville, 
Apollo  Bay  and  Ouyen — the  circuit 
charge  is  entirely  independent,  and 
the  combined  strength  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  making  an  impact  on 
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the  community  by  its  ‘united  wit¬ 
ness.’  There  is  a  wide  variety  in  the 
work  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Presbyterian-Methodist  joint  advis¬ 
ory  council.  In  places  like  Marys¬ 
ville,  a  mountain  resort  area  and 
other  rather  scattered  communities, 
united  congregations  were  cared  for 
by  ministers  from  adjacent  circuits 
and  parishes.  In  other  cases  proper¬ 
ties  jointly  owned  were  used  by 
separate  Presbyterian  and  Methodist 
congregations.  In  new  housing  areas, 
church  sites  were  being  bought  and 
established  on  the  ‘joint  trust 
deed.’  ” 


Some  25  Jewish  congregations 
throughout  the  U.S.  will  conduct  re¬ 
search  this  year  to  determine  the 
extent  of  co-existence  of  successful 
business  methods  and  the  ethical 
principles  of  religion.  Each  congre¬ 
gation  will  hold  a  day-long  seminar 
of  20-30  local  businessmen  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  application  of  Jewish  ethics 
to  their  business.  The  project  is 
sponsored  by  Rabbi  Roland  B.  Git- 
telsohn  of  Temple  Israel  in  Boston, 
a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
Social  Action  of  Reformed  Judaism. 


Fresh  from  an  intensive  course  on 
“how  to  be  a  home  missionary,” 
sixteen  young  women  and  two 
young  men  will  begin  their  duties 
this  autumn  as  special  missionaries 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States.  Each  of  the  new  home 
missionaries  will  serve  two  years  in 
a  mission  project  such  as  a  commu¬ 
nity  center,  a  rural  parish,  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  home  or  a  mission  school. 
The  new  missionaries  represent 
thirteen  states — Arkansas,  Califor¬ 
nia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Min¬ 
nesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Texas.  They  will  do  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  kinds  of  work,  including  teach¬ 
ing,  Christian  education,  counseling 
and  social  group  work.  All  will 
serve  under  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions. 
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‘...bom  this  dau  a  Sauior 
Christ  the  lord” 


•Opening 

their  treasures, 
thru  offered  trim  gifts . . . 


,  4  jtto  you  is  bom 
this  day  a  Saoior. 
Christ  the  lord 


Six  24-sheet  poster  designs  which  have  been  used  from  coast  to  coast  to  publicize  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 

Many  Planning  Now  For  Christmas  Messages 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Do  You  Get  “Stirred  Up” 
in  Church? 

In  my  early  newspaper  days,  I 
worked  beside  a  good  reporter  who, 
though  trained  as  a  stenographer, 
refused  to  employ  that  art  in  mak¬ 
ing  notes  of  any  speech  or  debate 
he  might  “cover.”  His  point  was 
that  “mere  reporting”  of  phrases 
and  sentences  tended  to  run  his 
“story”  into  too  many  words,  and 
lost  something  of  the  color,  the 
■flavor,  the  feeling  of  the  event,  and 
lost  the  reaction  of  people  as  they 
listened  to  a  speech.  He  didn’t 
want  to  be  a  machine,  but  rather 
an  interpreter  and  even  a  painter 
of  situations. 

Now  the  poet  Archibald  sMac 
Leish,  who  is  certainly  an  interpre¬ 
ter  of  human  feelings  and  of  his¬ 
tory,  said  something  of  the  same 
thing  in  another  setting  the  other 
day,  when  he  noted:  “Knowledge 
without  feeling  is  not  knowledge 
and  can  lead  only  to  public  irre¬ 
sponsibility  and  indifference,  and 
conceivably  to  ruin.  Nothing  (oth¬ 
er  than  the  indifference  with  which 
people  receive  the  facts  of  foreign 
policy  and  of  international  rela¬ 
tions)  could  more  clearly  prove 
that  when  the  fact  is  disassociated 
from  the  feel  of  the  fact  in  the 
minds  of  the  entire  people  —  in 
the  common  mind  of  a  civilization 
—  that  people,  that  civilization,  is 
in  danger.” 

In  this  age  of  “mass  communica¬ 
tions”  —  with  every  organization 
having  a  “publicity  executive,”  of¬ 
ten  disguised  as  a  “director  of  inter¬ 
pretation,”  assailing  mind,  and  eye, 
and  ear  with  his  “message”  —  One 
should  not  be  too  surprised  that  so 
little  emotional  reaction  follows  the 
statements  of  facts  —  “facts”  par¬ 
tial,  or  distorted,  or  otherwise.  The 
average  commuter,  for  example, 
would  be  little  more  than  a  quick¬ 
ly-dying  emotional  wrirligig  were 
he  to  have  “feelings,”  even  shallow 
ones,  for  even  a  tithe  of  the  “facts” 
that  assail  him  in  reading  three 
newspapers  daily,  and  a  couple  of 
magazines  and  seven-section  pa¬ 
pers  (bigger  than  a  book)  over  the 
weekend. 

Maybe  there  is  something  good 
to  be  said  about  the  simpler  and 
less-newspaper-cluttered  lives  of 
the  Founding  Fathers  of  our  nation. 
We  know  that  the  newspapers  of  the 
day  had  an  important  place  in  stir¬ 
ring  them  to  dump  the  tax-ridden 
tea  into  Boston  harbor;  and  the 
Federalist  and  other  opinionated 
papers  aided  in  cementing  the  states 
into  “one  nation  indivisible.”  But 
then  the  tea  tax  (it  would  almost  be 
welcome  now  as  a  relief  from  oth¬ 
er  taxes!)  was  presented  as  the 
great  event  of  the  day  (who  knew 
or  cared  what  was  going  on  in  Eu¬ 
rope  then?);  and  the  matter  of 
union  was  almost  the  only  subject 
upon  which  feelings  could  be 
aroused  a  decade  later.  Today 
there  are  a  thousand  problems  —  at 
home  and  abroad  —  upon  which  the 
farmer  could  become  “embattled” 
were  he  not  assailed  by  them  all 
simultaneously:  he  can’t  get  well 
roused  up  about  any  one  before  his 
attention  is  diverted  by  three  oth¬ 
ers.  This  is  symptomatic  of  the 
world  and  the  day  in  which  we  live. 

While  we  may  see  the  reason  for 


Chicago,  Ill:  —  Plans  are  now 
being  made  by  church  and  lay 
groups  all  over  the  United  States 


some  of  this  apathy  of  Americans 
in  public  and  world  afairs,  we  join 
Mr.  Mac  Leish  in  bemoaning  the 
situation.  It  is  an  apathy,  an  in¬ 
difference,  an  aloofness,  a  disinter¬ 
estedness  of  men  in  the  affairs  of 
others  than  themselves  —  and  even 
then  uncertainty  as  to  what  their 
own  concerns  are  or  should  be.  This 
indifference  becomes  the  call  of  ty¬ 
ranny  and  dictatorship.  Right  now 
it  is  a  basic  factor  in  our  so-called 
juvenile  delinquency  problem,  in 
strikes  against  the  public  interest, 
in  our  laughing  off  of  wrongdoing 
in  public  office,  in  labor  unions,  in 
management,  salesmanship,  adver¬ 
tising,  and  administration;  and  in 
lewdness,  immorality,  and  filth, 
“for  the  dollar.”  When  “good  men” 
are  too  busy  to  be  concerned,  the 
forces  of  evil  quickly  take  over. 

And,  I  greatly  fear,  the  churches 
are  no  more  able  to  cast  stones  — 
no  more  free  from  the  sins  of 
apathy,  and  indifference,  and  the 
shuffling  off  of  responsibility  — 
than  is  the  “general  public.”  Even 
in  our  “most  successful”  churches 
are  we  not  getting  a  flood  of  facts 
but  real  drouth  of  feeling?  And 
we  won’t  do  anything  that  we  don’t 
feel  first.  We  need  to  go  out  of 
church  sometimes  —  perhaps  after 
a  prayer  —  roused  to  “dump  tea,” 
to  stand  “embattled,”  to  insist  “I 
can  do  no  other,”  to  sacrifice  one¬ 
self  (not  someone  else),  to  carry  a 
cross  for  a  cause.  Yet,  indeed,  we 
need  the  “facts”  of  budgets,  and 
canvasses,  and  campaigns,  and  or¬ 
ganization,  and  choirs;  services, 
“meetings”:  but  these  are  not  ends, 
but  the  starting-points  for  action- 
producing  feelings.  Maybe  our 
churches  are  too  comfortable! 


which  will  result  in  the  display 
again  this  Christmas  season  of 
thousands  of  huge  posters  bearing 
religious  messages  and  scenes  em¬ 
phasizing  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas. 

From  Times  Square  in  New  York 
to  Main  Street  in  hundreds  of 
small  towns,  huge  12  by  25-foot 
billboards  will  carry  the  reminder 
that  Christmas  is  the  holy  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  birthday.  Some  will 
remind  viewers  to  “Keep  Christ  in 
Christmas,”  others  to  “Put  Christ 
Back  Into  Christmas,”  but  what¬ 
ever  the  wording,  the  meaning  will 
be  the  same,  and  will  be  illustrat¬ 
ed  with  any  one  of  several  beau¬ 
tiful  religious  paintings. 

In  some  communities,  organiza¬ 
tions  and  churches  have  cooperated 
with  their  local  outdoor  advertising 
plant  operators  for  many  years  to 
display  these  messages.  In  fact,  in 
1913,  the  Outdoor  Adveritsing  As¬ 
sociation  of  America,  which  now 
represents  almost  700  operators  of 
standardized  outdoor  advertising 
facilities  throughout  the  country, 
took  up  the  need  for  these  displays 
at  its  23rd  annual  convention.  The 
members  then  authorized  creation 
of  a  painting  of  the  Nativity  Scene 
by  famed  artist  Edward  Volkert 
specifically  for  this  purpose. 

Religious  Christmas  messages  are 
also  produced  in  half  a  dozen  other 
beautiful  poster  designs,  some  pic¬ 
turing  the  Madonna  and  child,  oth¬ 
ers  featuring  the  Three  Wise  Men. 
Arrangements  to  display  these  post¬ 
ers  are  usually  made  on  a  local  bas¬ 
is  by  individual  churches  or  organ¬ 
ized  groups  with  their  local  out¬ 
door  advertising  plant  operator.  The 
sponsoring  group  decides  on  the  de¬ 
sign  and  usually  purchases  the  post¬ 
ers,  which  range  in  price  from  $3.75 
to  $11.25  each,  and  the  outdoor  ad¬ 
vertising  plant  operator  generally 


contributes  his  advertising  panels 
and  the  cost  of  the  posting.  In  some 
instances,  local  businessmen  help  to 
defray  costs  by  sponsoring  the  post¬ 
ers.  There  is  a  small  additional 
printing  charge  if  an  identifying 
strip  is  added. 

During  the  last  ten  years,  the 
movement  to  sponsor  religious 
Christmas  displays  has  grown  tre¬ 
mendously,  as  Christian  groups  be¬ 
came  concerned  about  combatting 
the  commercialization  of  Christ’s 
birthday.  In  smaller  towns,  church¬ 
es  sometimes  join  in  sponsoring  sev¬ 
eral  displays;  in  larger  municipali¬ 
ties,  city-wide  organizations  have 
been  formed  to  renew  emphasis  on 
the  true  Christmas  theme. 

For  example,  in  one  New  Jersey 
town  last  year,  the  Catholic  Cathed¬ 
ral  offered  space  on  its  front  lawn, 
where  the  plant  operator  put  up  a 
special  panel  for  the  “Keep  Christ 
in  Christmas”  poster.  In  Milwau¬ 
kee,  there  is  a  “Christmas  Com¬ 
mittee,”  sponsored  by  the  Christian 
Mothers  Service,  which  arranges 
the  campaign.  Lay  members  of 
several  Lutheran  groups  support  a 
national  “Keep  Christ  in  Christ¬ 
mas”  organization;  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  Confraternities  of  Christian 
Mothers  originated  the  campaign. 

Rotary  clubs,  Kiwanis  clubs  and 
other  civic  or  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tions  also  cooperate  in  placing  these 
beautiful  and  striking  Christmas 
messages  before  their  communities. 
Any  church  or  religious  organiza¬ 
tion  not  now  a  part  of  this  worth¬ 
while  and  needed  movement  may 
contact  the  local  outdoor  advertis¬ 
ing  plant  operator  to  arrange  for 
displays  in  its  community.  Or,  if 
you  cannot  locate  him,  write  to  the 
Outdoor  Advertising  Association  of 
America,  24  W.  Erie  St.,  Chicago  10, 
and  his  name  and  address  will  be 
sent  to  you. 
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Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr.  of  Lafayette,  seated,  is  shown  above  registering 
seven  of  Louisiana  Conference  pastors  who  attended  the  Spiritual  Birth 
and  Growth  Conference  last  week  at  Camp  Brewer.  Rev.  Mr.  Moreland  is 
a  member  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism  which  sponsored  the  pas¬ 
tor's  retreat. 

The  three  day  meeting  featured  addresses  by  Dr.  Harry  Denman  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  general  secretary  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  who  spoke  to  the  pastors  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  Wednesday 
evening,  and  Thursday  morning.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock 
delivered  the  closing  sermon  at  noon  on  Thursday. 

Louisiana  Conference  ministers  who  made  special  presentations  in¬ 
cluded  Dr.  James  H.  Harris  of  Shreveport,  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  of  Alexandria, 
and  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick  of  Pineville,  chairman  of  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism,  presided  at  the  various  services.  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  of  DeRidder 
had  charge  of  music. 

Approximately  140  Louisiana  Conference  pastors  attended  the  con¬ 
ference. 


Associate  Director 
Of  TRAFCO  Field 


tides  for  national  educational  maga¬ 
zines  on  school  public  relations, 
television  in  education  and  others. 


Cornerstone  Laying  Ceremonies  Held 
By  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock  led  in  the  service  of  cornerstone 
laying  for  the  new  church  building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans  on  last  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  $1,250,000  construction  is  already  under  way  on  a  site  at  the  corner 
of  Jefferson  Parkway  and  Canal  Streets  in  New  Orleans.  Bishop  Martin  was 
also  joined  in  leading  the  cornerstone  laying  ceremony  by  Dr.  N.  H.  Mel- 
bert,  First  Church  pastor,  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superintendent  of  New 
- — - - -  Orleans  District,  and  Rev.  A.  M. 

Bishop  Angie  Smith 
Assigned  Extra 
Duties,  Latin  Amer. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — Bishop  W. 

Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  has 
been  chosen  to  supervise  temporar¬ 
ily  the  Methodist  Church  in  Panama, 

Peru,  Chile  and  Costa  Rica. 

He  will  do  this,  effective  immedi¬ 
ately,  in  addition  to  heading  the 
Oklahoma-New  Mexico  Area  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

The  announcement  was  made  here 
October  22  by  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short, 

Nashville,  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Smith  was  given  the  added 
responsibility  by  the  council’s  exec¬ 
utive  committee. 

He  will  replace  Bishop  Julio  Man¬ 
uel  Sabanes,  Santiago,  Chile,  who 
had  to  retire  because  of  illness.  He 
will  serve  until  a  new  bishop  is 
elected  next  summer. 

The  four  Latin  American  coun¬ 
tries  comprise  what  is  called  offi¬ 
cially  the  Santiago  Area  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Glazier  started  out  as  a  reporter 
and  moved  up  to  assistant  city  ed¬ 
itor  on  the  Wichita  (Kan.)  Morning 
Eagle.  He  was  Public  Information 
Director  for  the  University  of  Wich¬ 
ita. 


Baker,  associate  pastor  at  First 
Church. 

The  building  enterprize  is  far  the 
largest  single  Methodist  Church 
building  contract  ever  executed  in 
Louisiana.  The  total  cost  including 
value  of  real  estate  will  be  approxi¬ 
mately  $l3/4  million. 

The  property  presently  occupied 
by  the  First  Church  organization,  is 
in  the  Forty-one  hundred  block  on 
CanaL  and  will  be  sold  near  the 
time  of  the  completion  of  the  new 
construction,  which  is  expected  to 
be  near  October  1,  1960.  The  new 
construction  will  include  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  seating  600  worshippers,  admin¬ 
istration  building  which  will  have 
facilities  for  church  offices,  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  (accommodating  300), 
kitchen,  parlcrs,  and  library,  an 
educational  area  to  accommodate  an 
attendance  of  800  persons;  and  a 
chapel.  The  building  is  of  Pure 
Georgia  Architecture,  with  the  Carl 

L.  Olschner  and  associates,  archi¬ 
tects.  The  building  committee  di¬ 
recting  the  building  program  in¬ 
cludes  Henry  Walther,  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man,  E.  M.  Carruth,  O.  J.  Dunn,  D. 

M.  Hayes,  R.  R.  Rooks,  F.  C.  Pen¬ 
dleton,  W.  W.  Shaw,  A.  L.  Waler, 
and  A.  F.  Hanson. 

R.  P.  Farnsworth  and  company  is 
the  general  contractor  for  the  proj¬ 
ect. 


Service  Named 

Robert  C.  Glazier,  public  informa¬ 
tion  director  for  the  Springfield 
(Mo.)  School  System  for  the  past 
six  years  will  become  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  Field  Service  and  Promo¬ 
tion  for  the  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  November  1.  Rev.  Nelson 
Price  is  the  director. 

In  his  new  position,  Glazier  will 
direct  television  and  radio  coverage 
for  national  Methodist  meetings, 
conduct  training  workshops  in  radio 
and  television,  and  direct  news  and 
feature  writing. 

Glazier  comes  to  TRAFCO  with  a 
rich  background  of  experience.  He 
has  written  and  produced  a  half- 
hour  television  program  every  week 
for  the  past  six  years.  The  series, 
Television  Classroom,  won  Free¬ 
doms  Foundation  Awards  in  1954, 
1955  and  1956. 

As  an  author,  Glazier  has  just 
completed  a  radio-television  pro¬ 
duction  handbook  for  the  National 
Education  Association.  He  is  co¬ 
author  of  the  Missouri  Curriculum 
Guide  in  Journalism,  published  in 
1959,  and  has  written  numerous  ar- 
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Architect's  drawing  of  New  Orleans,  First  Methodist  Church  building 


1960  General  Conference 

To  Hear  Proposal  Concerning  Changes 
Of  “ The  Methodist  Church  and  Race ” 

(MI)  —  A  more  comprehensive  statement  on  “The  Methodist  Church 
and  Race”  than  that  appearing  in  the  1956  Discipline  will  be  presented 
for  consideration  by  the  1960  General  Conference. 

Proposed  changes  in  the  present  statement  were  adopted  at  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations  in  Chicago  Oct.  14-15.  If  approved  by  the  1960  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Denver,  the  revised  statement  would  replace  Paragraph  2026  in 
the  1956  Discipline’s  section  on  miscellaneous  resolutions. 

Principal  changes  in  the  statement  involve  the  insertion  of  new  and 
specific  sections  on  the  elimination  of  discrimination  in  education,  employ¬ 
ment  and  housing  and  strengthening  the  section  on  support  for  pastors  of 
churches  in  changing  neighborhoods. 


“Alcoholism  is  a 
Disease  of  the 
Station  Wagon  Set” 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (MI)  —  “Al¬ 
coholism  is  a  disease  of  the  station 
wagon  set  and  is  not  confined  to 
Skid  Row  bums,”  a  Philadelphia 
phychiatrist,  Dr.  C.  Nelson  Davis, 
told  a  national  group  of  Methodist 
temperance  workers  here  Oct.  15. 

“If  I  were  looking  quickly  for  50 
alcoholics,”  Dr.  Davis  said,  “I  would 
head  for  the  nearest  university  and 
search  among  the  faculty.  One  of 
the  tragedies  of  alcoholism  is  that 
its  principal  victims  are  our  most 
brilliant  people  —  doctors,  lawyers, 
professors,  businessmen  and  even 
clergymen.” 

Dr.  Davis  is  director  of  the  Mal¬ 
vern  Institute  in  Philadelphia,  a 
non-profit  organization  for  psychi¬ 
atric  and  alcohol  studies.  He  lec¬ 
tured  three  times  at  the  eight-day 
National  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
and  Christian  Action  held  here  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

He  said  that  drinking  has  be¬ 
come  a  kind  of  a  “social  passport” 
in  many  circles.  “In  social  drink¬ 
ing,  ordinary  anxiety  or  tension  — 
which  is  our  ability  to  construct  and 
to  work  —  is  quieted.  The  drinker 
tries  to  maintain  this  rosy  glow  over 
a  period  of  time,  and  turns  into  an 
alcoholic,” 

Dr.  Davis  said  that  his  studies 
and  work  with  alcoholics  havet  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  total  abstinence  is 
the  only  sure  answer  to  the  alco¬ 
holic  problem.  “I  am  convinced 
that  if  a  man  didn’t  take  a  drink  in 
his  entire  life,  he  wouldn’t  have 
missed  a  thing.” 

He  added:  “Somehow,  we  have 
to  teach  our  competent  people  to 
understand  themselves,  to  live  with 
their  discomforts  so  with  that  know¬ 
ledge  they  can  keep  their  anxiety 
constructive  rather  than  destruc¬ 
tive.” 

Status  Quo  Trends 
In  American  Life 
Are  Denounced 

(MI)  —  Trends  in  American  life 
which  are  “dedicated  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  status  quo”  have 
been  denounced  by  ar.  official  of 
The  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  church’s  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
Chicago,  in  an  address  at  the  board’s 
semi-annual  meeting  in  Chicago 
Oct.  14  said  that  “the  nation  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  the  dead  weight  of  its 
own  achievements.” 

“One  of  the  hazards  facing  the 
U.  S.  currently,”  Ward  said,  “is  the 
lack  of  clear,  objective,  enthralling 
aims  which  command  the  attention 
of  the  leaders  of  all  aspects  of  our 
life  and  the  dedication  of  our  cit¬ 
izens.” 

He  described  the  labor  movement 
as  “a  mammoth  power  in  this  na¬ 
tion  struggling  to  maintain  the  prac¬ 
tices  which  are  now  in  existence, 
some  of  which  are  called  ‘feather¬ 
bedding’  by  ownership  and  man¬ 
agement,  but  are  viewed  as  almost 
sacred  prerogatives  by  those  who 
are  in  the  labor  movement.” 

“This  is  at  the  heart  of  the  steel 
strike,”  Ward  declared.  “It  will  be, 
in  a  dramatic  way,  in  railway  ne¬ 
gotiations  and  possible  strike  very 
soon.  It  will  face  us  in  the  auta 
industry  soon.” 


The  preamble  to  the  new  statement 
remains  essentially  the  same  as  that 
in  the  present  Discipline.  It  begins 
with  the  declaration:  “The  teaching 
of  our  Lord  is  that  all  men  are 
brothers.  The  Master  permits  no 
discrimination  because  of  race, 
color,  or  national  origin.”  It  em¬ 
phasizes  the  changing  racial  climate 
of  the  world  and  reiterates  the  basic 
position  of  The  Methodist  Church 
against  discrimination. 

The  new  statement  then  lists  a 
10-point  program  to  replace  the 
six  points  in  the  present  resolution. 
Text  of  the  proposed  statement  fol¬ 
lows: 

“In  this  spirit  we  recommend  the 
following: 

“1.  That  a  cooperative  study  be 
made  of  the  church  and  its  institu¬ 
tions  —  including  local  churches, 
colleges,  universities,  theological 
schools,  publishing  agencies,  hospi¬ 
tals  and  homes  —  as  to  their  admis¬ 
sion  an  demployment  policies  and 
practices,  and  availability  of  serv¬ 
ices.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
these  institutions  to  make  their  poli¬ 
cies  and  practices  non-discrimina- 
tory. 

“2.  That  Methodists  in  their 
homes,  in  their  work,  in  their 
churches,  and  in  their  communities 
actively  strive  to  eliminate  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  or  creed. 

“3.  That  Methodists  face  their  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  education  by  im¬ 
plementing  the  decisions  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  by  creating  at¬ 
titudes  which  make  it  easier  for 
children,  youth,  and  all  to  live  in 
harmony  with  those  of  other  races. 

“4.  That  Methodists  recognize  the 
right  to  a  fair  and  equal  opportunity 
for  all  to  earn  an  adequate  liveli¬ 
hood.  Training  in  skills,  employment 
and  advancement  must  be  based  on 
individual  merit  without  discrimi¬ 
nation  as  to  race,  nationality,  sex  or 
creed. 

“5.  That  as  a  church  we  should 
now  begin  a  program  Of  education 
and  action  to  bring  about  open  oc¬ 
cupancy.  To  limit  on  a  racial  or 
religious  basis  the  individual’s  free¬ 
dom  to  choose  a  home  and  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  violates  Christian  princi¬ 
ples.  The  right  to  rent  or  purchase, 
however,  is  not  enough.  Communi¬ 
ty  acceptance  which  creates  a  sense 
of  belonging  is  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

“6.  That  Methodist  churches  in 
changing  neighborhoods,  rather  than 
seeking  new  locations,  early  pre¬ 
pare  their  people  to  welcome  into 
their  fellowship  all  races  as  they 
become  a  part  of  their  community. 
That  our  pastors,  upon  whom  rests 
the  responsibility  of  receiving  in¬ 
dividuals  into  church  membership, 


He  described  the  big  economic 
institutions  of  the  nation  as  “dead¬ 
locked  by  the  advances  that  have 
been  made.” 


discharge  that  responsibility  with¬ 
out  regard  to  race,  color,  or  na¬ 
tional  origin.  When  a  local  church 
faces  such  changing  conditions,  both 
pastor  and  church  should  be  as¬ 
sured  of  support  by  the  bishop,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  and  annual 
conference.  After  proper  consulta¬ 
tion  financial  support  may  be  given 
also. 

“7.  As  steps  are  taken  toward  the 
replacement  of  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  by  a  pattern  of  church  or¬ 
ganization  more  consistent  with 
Christian  brotherhood,  our  leaders 
should  continually  seek  creative  al¬ 
ternatives  to  the  existing  pattern. 
Bishops,  district  superintendents, 
pastors,  and  laymen  should  seek  a 
way  for  the  implementation  of  bet¬ 
ter  fraternal  relations  between  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  and  other  jur¬ 
isdictions  by  closer  cooperation  at 
annual  and  district  conferences  and 
at  local  church  levels. 

“8.  That  Methodists  at  national 
and  international  meetings  of  the 
church  make  provision  for  equality 
of  accommodations  for  all  races 
without  discrimination  or  segrega¬ 
tion. 

“9.  That  the  many  racial  and  na¬ 
tional  groups  which  make  up  our 
Mlethodist  world  fellowship  be  af¬ 
forded  the  opportunity  without  dis¬ 
crimination  to  enjoy  full  partici¬ 
pation  in  all  activities  and  on  all 
levels  of  the  church. 

“10.  That  local  churches  under¬ 
take  the  education  of  their  members 
in  ways  which  link  serious  study 
and  vital  worship,  thereby  offering 
creative  Christian  leadership  to  its 
membership  and  the  community.” 

In  other  actions,  the  board  re¬ 
iterated  its  earlier  approval  of  the 
proposed  merger  of  three  of  the 
church’s  boards  dealing  with  social 
concerns  —  the  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the 
Boards  of  World  Peace  and  Social 
and  Economic  Relations,  both  lo¬ 
cated  in  Chicago.  The  proposed 
merger  is  under  study  by  the  Co¬ 
ordinating  Council  and  will  be  act¬ 
ed  on  by  the  1960  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

In  case  of  a  merger  of  the  three 
boards,  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  recommended 
that  problems  of  race  be  assigned 
to  its  successor  division  of  the  new 
board.  The  board  also  expressed  its 
approval  of  a  common  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the 
merged  units. 

A  cooperative  survey  to  study 
progress  in  non-discriminatory 
practices  was  urged  upon  all  insti- 
sutions  of  the  church.  The  board 
also  voted  to  enter  upon  “a  vigor¬ 
ous  program  of  education  and  ac¬ 
tion  looking  toward  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  open  occupancy  in  housing” 
and  that  “an  open  occupancy  cove¬ 
nant  should  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  techniques  in  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  this  program.” 


Dr.  George  Maddox 
Tells  of  Misuses 
Of  Alcohol 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (MI)  —  The 
alcohol  problem  in  the  United 
States  has  become  a  matter  of 
“dealing  not  only  with  liquid  in  a 
bottle  but  with  the  whole  life  of 
man,”  a  Mississippi  sociologist  be¬ 
lieves. 

“The  misuses  of  alcohol  in  the 
United  States  are  dramatic  and 
widespread,  and  alcoholism  is  now 
a  major  health  problem,”  said  Dr. 
George  Maddox,  professor  of  soci¬ 
ology  at  Millsaps  College,  Jackson, 
Miss. 

He  lectured  twice  here  on  “So¬ 
cial  Implications  of  Drinking”  at  a 
National  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
and  Christian  Action,  Oct.  14-21, 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  school  was  attended  by  some 
100  regional  temperance  workers 
of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Other  excerpts  from  Dr.  Mad¬ 
dox’s  addresses: 

“A  majority  of  Americans  drink 
at  least  sometimes.  This  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact  established  by  research. 

“Three  out  of  four  college  stu¬ 
dents  drink.  Most  of  them  learned 
to  drink  before  coming  to  college. 

“In  some  communities  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  high  school  teenagers  are 
found  to  have  well-established  pat¬ 
terns  of  drinking.  Many  of  them 
report  that  they  drink  with  parent¬ 
al  permission. 

“The  convivial  drinker  associates 
alcohol  with  congenial  human  in¬ 
ter-action.  For  him  alcohol  is  a 
social  beverage,  not  a  drug.  He  is 
certain  that  alcohol  ‘belongs,’  and 
he  enjoys  it. 

“The  ritual  drinker  uses  alcohol 
in  the  celebration  of  sacred  and 
secular  observances.  He  is  easily 
understood  by  Episcopalians,  Jews 
and  Roman  Catholics. 

“Alcoholism  in  recent  years  has 
ranked  among  the  top  three  or  four 
health  problems  in  the  United 
States.  Alcoholics  number  a  mi¬ 
nority  among  drinkers,  but  the  fact 
that  they  constitute  between  four 
and  five  million  men  and  women 
who  are  physically,  socially,  emo¬ 
tionally  and  spiritually  ill  is  an  im¬ 
pressive  segment  of  our  society. 

“Alcoholism  is  a  social  problem 
of  major  proportions.  There  is  no 
argument  here. 

“However,  there  are  those  who 
go  one  step  further  to  argue  that 
in  the  final  analysis  alcoholism  and 
drunkenness  are  only  symptoms  — 
the  basic  problem  is  drinking  itself. 

“On  this  last  point  the  divisions 
with  regard  to  drinking  run 
throughout  the  whole  society,  in¬ 
cluding  the  churches.  Drinkers  ar¬ 
gue  with  non-drinkers,  Catholics 
argue  with  Protestants  and  vice 
versa. 

“Whether  our  concern  will  ulti¬ 
mately  bring  us  and  our  communi¬ 
ties  to  accept  abstinence  as  the  an¬ 
swer,  remains  to  be  seen. 

“But,  hopefully,  the  minority  who 
are  concerned  about  uses  and  mis¬ 
uses  of  alcohol  in  our  society,  and 
who  desire  to  transmit  that  concern 
to  the  unconcerned,  is  increasingly 
large. 

“The  new  look  in  the  temperance 
program  of  The  Methodist  Church 
may  well  be  making  an  impact  far 
more  significant  than  has  ever  been 
made  in  the  history  of  the  temper¬ 
ance  movement.” 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  ' LAST  SUPPER'  IN  STONE  AT  WASH¬ 
INGTON  CATHEDRAL  —  This  unusual  stone-carved  interpretation  of  "The 
Last  Supper"  was  dedicated  at  the  Washington  Cathedral  (Episcopal)  by 
Bishop  Angus  Dun.  Sculpted  by  Heinz  Warneke  for  the  tympanum  over  the 
south  transept  portal,  the  work  took  five  years.  Mr.  Warneke,  head  of  the 
sculpture  department  at  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  here,  worked  on  a  full- 
scale  17x14  foot  model  for  three  years,  after  which  the  Cathedral's  stone- 
carvers  spent  two  years  reproducing  the  work.  It  is  designed  to  "bring  to 
life"  the  characters  and  personalities  of  Christ  and  the  12  disciples  and 
give  fresh  insight  into  their  last  experience  together  the  night  before  his 
Crucifixion.  (RNS  Photo) 

College  Course  in  Old  Testament 
Offered  on  TV  by  American  University 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  More  than  1,000  persons  are  taking 
a  college  course  in  Old  Testament  being  offered  on  television  here. 

A  Methodist  minister  and  a  rabbi  are  teaching  the  course.  Some  125 
listeners  have  paid  a  tuition  fee  of  $20  for  the  semester  and  registered 
with  American  University  to  take  the  course  for  college  credit. 

Another  239  have  paid  a  registration  fee  of  $12  and  will  prepare  term 
papers,  take  the  final  examination,  and  receive  a  certificate  of  credit  from 
the  university. 

An  additional  430  persons  have  ordered  home  study  guides  at  $5  each 
to  follow  the  course  at  home.  They  will  go  on  field  trips  with  the  class 
but  will  not  take  the  examination  or  receive  credit. 


Families  Urged  to 
Read  Christmas 
Gospel  Together 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Church  fam¬ 
ilies  and  other  residents  of  U.  S. 
communities  are  being  urged  by  the 
American  Bible  Society  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  concerted  reading  of  the 
Christmas  Gospel  on  Christmas 
Eve. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  Society 
has  sponsored  concerted  reading  of 
the  Christmas  story  as  recorded  in 
the  Scriptures,  a  spokesman  for  the 
organization  said.  However,  for  a 
number  of  years,  it  has  published 
a  special  edition  of  the  Christmas 
message  as  it  appears  in  the  Gospels 
of  Matthew  and  Luke. 

This  year  2,000,000  copies  of  the 
booklet  have  been  printed,  1,250,- 
000  of  them  in  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  and  750,000  in  the  Revised 
Standard  Version.  Title  of  the 
booklet  this  year  is  “On  Earth 
Peace.” 


Truman  Urges 
Bible-Reading  to 
Know  Government 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Baptist 
layman  Harry  S.  Truman,  address¬ 
ing  a  Methodist  congregation  here, 
urged  Americans  .to  “find  out  what 
the  Bible  says  about  government.” 

Speaking  from  the  pulpit  of  the 
Elmwood  Methodist  church,  Mr. 
Truman  called  on  parents  to  read 
the  Bible  and  have  their  children 
read  it  for  a  better  understanding 
of  the  U.  S.  government. 

“You  know  what  the  trouble  with 
the  Russians  is,”  he  told  the  600 
worshippers  in  the  small  yellow 
brick  church.  “The  Russians  have 
no  moral  code  .  .  .  they  are  athe¬ 
ists.” 

The  former  president  was  one  of 
several  thousand  U.  S.  Protestant 
laymen  who  mounted  pulpits  on 
Laymen’s  Sunday,  widely  observed 
throughout  the  nation  each  year 
under  the  auspicies  of  United 
Church  Men,  a  general  department 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  and  the  Laymen’s  Movement  for 
a  Christian  World.  Many  lay  mem¬ 
bers  delivered  major  addresses, 
while  others  read  Scripture  or  oth¬ 
erwise  participated  in  conducting 
services. 

With  Mr.  Truman  on  the  platform 
here  were  two  well-known  Texas 
Democrats,  House  Speaker  Sam 
Rayburn  and  Sen.  Ralph  W.  Yar¬ 
borough. 

Mr.  Truman  pointed  out  that  both 
the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  were  both  based  on  the 
Bible. 

The  Rev.  Baxton  Bryant,  pastor 
of  the  church,  who  said  he  had 
known  Mr.  Truman  since  1948,  said 
he  invited  him  to  speak  at  the  lay¬ 
men’s  service  on  hearing  that  he 
would  be  in  Texas.  The  clergyman, 
and  38  members  of  his  congregation 
had  visited  Mr.  Truman  at  his  In¬ 
dependence,  Mo.,  home  shortly  be¬ 
fore. 

Introducing  Mr.  Truman  as  the 
man  who  had  “done  more  to  bring 
Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
men  than  any  living  American,  Mr. 
Bryant  observed,  “He  comes  to  us 
as  a  humble  Christian  layman.” 


Clergymen  Lauded 
For  Promoting 
Traffic  Safety 

Santa  Fe,  N.M.  (RNS)  —  New 
Mexico  clergymen  were  compli¬ 
mented  by  the  director  of  religious 
activities  for  the  National  Safety 
Council  for  their  efforts  in  promot¬ 
ing  traffic  safety. 

Clergymen  of  all  denominations 
in  the  state  have  been  emphasizing 
the  bad  moral  factors  in  careless 
driving  to  their  congregations. 
Their  aid  was  sought  earlier  this 
year  by  D.  K.  Kelly,  New  Mexico 
traffic  safety  administrator. 

“The  leadership  of  the  governor 
and  the  state’s  traffic  survey  peo¬ 
ple,  along  with  the  generous  co¬ 
operation  of  all  of  New  Mexico’s 
spiritual  leaders,  has  attracted  na¬ 
tional  attention,”  wrote  John  T. 
Kenna,  National  Safety  Council  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  activities,  in  his 
letter  sent  to  New  Mexico’s  clergy¬ 
men. 

“It  has  given  much  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  National  Safety  Coun¬ 
cil  in  its  efforts  to  reduce  the  need¬ 
less  slaughter  and  maiming  on  the 
streets  and  highways  of  our  coun¬ 
try  by  an  appeal  to  the  conscience 
and  moral  sensibilities  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,”  he  continued. 


Thus  far,  the  university’s  book 
store  has  sold  more  than  900  copies 
of  the  textbook  being  used  on  the 
course,  “Understanding  the  Old 
Testament,”  by  Dr.  Bernhard  W. 
Anderson  of  the  Drew  University 
Theological  School,  Madison,  N.  J. 
Since  some  families  are  studying 
the  course  together,  this  indicates 
that  well  over  1,000  students  are 
tuned  in  to  Station  WMAL-TV  eve¬ 
ry  Saturday  morning  at  11  for  the 
hour-long  classroom  lecture. 

Dr.  Edward  W.  Bauman,  profes¬ 
sor  of  religion  at  American  Uni¬ 
versity,  who  pioneered  a  sensation¬ 
ally  successful  television  Bible  class 
on  the  Life  of  Christ  last  year  is 
again  serving  as  instructor.  Assist¬ 
ing  him  is  Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner, 
spiritual  reader  of  Temple  Sinai, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  course,  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Capital  Area  Council  of 
Churches  in  co-operation  with 
American  University,  a  Methodist 
institution,  will  continue  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  semester,  also  carrying  two 
hours  credit,  or  a  total  of  four  hours 
for  the  year  which  may  be  applied 
toward  an  undergraduate  or  gradu¬ 
ate  degree  at  the  university. 

The  television  station,  owned  by 
the  Washington  Evening  Star,  do- 
notes  the  time. 


Bans  Bias  by 
Firms  Holding 
State  Contracts 

Madison,  Wis.  (RNS)  —  Gov. 
Gaylord  Nelson  has  signed  into  law 
a  Wisconsin  legislative  bill  prohib¬ 
iting  “racial  and  religious  discrimi¬ 
nation”  by  firms  holding  state  con¬ 
tracts. 

Wisconsin  is  the  first  state,  Gov. 
Nelson  said,  to  enact  such  legisla¬ 
tion.  He  termed  the  new  law  “one 
more  guarantee  that  Wisconsin  is 
willing  to  lead  the  way  in  assuring 
all  the  citizens  of  equal  privileges 
and  opportunities.” 

The  newly-signed  measure  re- 
uires  a  clause  in  each  state  contract 
prohibiting  the  contractor  from 
“discrimination”  i  n  employment, 
promotions  and  demotions,  layoffs, 
recruitment,  rates  of  pay,  and  se¬ 
lection  of  training.  The  state  in¬ 
dustrial  commission’s  fair  employ¬ 
ment  division  will  supervise  the 
program  and  will  suggest  rules  and 
procedures  to  be  adapted  by  state 
agencies  to  provide  maximum  com¬ 
pliance. 

All  state  agencies  are  required  in 
the  new  law  to  enforce  the  non¬ 
discrimination  clause  among  private 
companies  with  which  they  do  busi¬ 
ness.  A  “warning”  will  be  issued 
for  a  first  violation  of  the  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  provision  by  a  company. 
Should  a  second  violation  occur, 
the  state  agency  involved  may  ask 
the  fair  employment  division  of  the 
industrial  commission  to  declare  the 
contractor  “ineligible”  for  future 
state  contracts. 

The  fair  employment  division  is 
charged,  under  the  new  law,  with 
making  an  annual  report  to  the 
governor  on  the  entire  program. 


Baptists  Urged  to 
Avoid  Terms  of 
Other  Religions 

Albuquerque,  N.  M.  (RNS)  — 
The  Baptist  New  Mexican,  official 
publication  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  of  New  Mexico,  has 
critized  Baptist  churchmen  for  their 
gowing  use  of  such  expressions  as 
“Holy  Week,”  “Lent,”  “Good  Fri¬ 
day”  and  “Ascention  Day’  in  re¬ 
porting  activities  of  Baptist  church¬ 
es. 

“We  feel  there  is  a  great  danger 
that  with  continued  use  of  these 
terms  our  people  will  become  so 
accustomed  to  them  that  they  will 
find  themselves  observing  these 
‘holy  days’  too,”  the  New  Mexican 
editorial  said.  “To  us  such  observ¬ 
ances  seem  to  be  a  great  departure 
from  the  New  Testament.” 

The  editorial  tempered  its  critis- 
cism  slightly  by  continuing:  “To  be 
sure,  it  is  good  for  Christians  to 
meditate  upon  the  suffering  and 
crucifixion  of  Christ  at  any  time, 
any  Friday.  All  the  Fridays  are 
‘good  Fridays’  to  us.  We  believe 
every  week  should  be  a  ‘holy  week.’ 
We  are  delighted  that  many  people 
do  spend  time  in  prayer  and  medi¬ 
tation  on  those  ‘special’  days.  But 
we  do  not  believe  Baptists  should 
become  involved  in  practices  as 
foreign  to  the  New  Testament  as 
those  used  by  many  in  the  observ¬ 
ances  of  ‘Lent’.” 
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Religious  Freedom  For  What? 

(Reformation  Day,  1959) 

WHEN  Martin  Luther  posted  the  95  “theses”  on  the  Whitten- 
berg  Church  door  in  1517,  offering  to  defend  any  or  all  of 
them  in  public  debate,  he  set  in  motion  forces  eventually 
resulting  in  what  history  calls  the  Protestant  Reformation.  These 
theses  were  points  of  view  varying  with  practices  of  the  established 
church  of  his  day,  Roman  Catholicism.  Luther’s  action  was  a 
move  for  personal  religious  freedom  which  in  many  ways  had  been 
slowly  taken  away  from  Christian  adherents  to  Catholicism.  Cor¬ 
rupt  practices  of  Catholicism  were  the  objects  of  Luther’s  move, 
but  as  a  result,  a  new  breath  of  religious  freedom  was  experienced 
by  many  segments  of  the  Christian  movement. 

During  the  four  centuries  since,  religious  freedom,  the  right 
of  each  individual  to  self-determination  in  matters  spiritually  and 
scripturally,  has  come  to  be  widely  accepted  throughout  Protes¬ 
tant  Christendom.  Most  abuses  within  Catholicism  against  which 
Luther  protested  have  since  been  corrected. 

The  greatest  single  aspect  of  Protestant  heritage  for  which 
Protestants  are  most  indebted  is  religious  liberty.  Protestants  are 
not  forced  to  look  to  a  single  source  of  authority,  the  Church,  for 
matters  of  interpretation  of  faith  and  practice.  To  the  Protestant 
this  freedom  exists  between  each  individual  Christian  believer  and 
his  God.  He  may  himself  search  the  Scriptures  and  in  the  light  of 
his  own  experience,  training,  observation  and  good  conscience 
apply  ^s  teachings  to  his  own  life.  In  a  sense,  each  man  is  his  own 
priest,  his  confession  of  sin  is  directly  to  God  and  through  true  re¬ 
pentance  and  sincere  faith,  he  accepts  God’s  forgiveness  which  is 
freely  given  to  those  who  through  God’s  grace  will  meet  the  con¬ 
ditions  for  its  acceptance.  This  is  the  religious  liberty  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  tradition. 

But  with  religious  liberty  and  spiritual  freedom  there  is  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Just  as  political  freedom  is  not  license  to  political 
anarchy  or  propogation  of  contrary  political  philosophies,  religious 
liberty  is  not  freedom  to  religious  anarchy. 

For  many,  the  pendulum  of  religious  liberty  has  swung  all  the 
way  from  absolute  lack  of  self-determination  (pre-Protestant  Ref¬ 
ormation)  to  another  extreme  where  such  liberty  is  abused,  not 
by  the  church  but  rather  by  the  individual.  In  either  extreme, 
there  is  great  danger.  For  the  Protestant  to  abuse  his  heritage  of 
religious  liberty  is.of  equal  danger  as  for  a  church  system  to  with¬ 
draw  that  liberty  from  him. 

The  Apostle  Paul  had  an  answer  for  the  Corinthian  Christians 
who  abused  their  freedom  from  Jewish  law  by  falling  into  all 
manners  of  sinful  ways.  He  reminded  them  “Ye  are  not  your  own, 
for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body, 
and  in  your  spirit,  which  are  God’s.”  No  Protestant  has  the  right 
by  virtue  of  his  inherited  religious  freedom  to  develop  ways  of 
faith  and  practice  to  suit  his  own  selfish  ways  and  which  are  out 
of  step  with  Christian  faith  and  practice.  Religious  liberty  is  the 
freedom  to  freely  accept,  without  outside  compulsion  and  after  a 
sincere  search,  the  Christian  faith  and  practice.  It  becomes  a  real 
part  of  the  believer’s  experience  because  he  himself  has  of  his  own 
initiative  sought  for  and  found  that  which  alone  satisfies  the  long¬ 
ings  of  his  heart  and  meets  the  needs  of  his  life.  He  has  discovered 
for  himself  that  all  the  time  God  has  been  searching  for  him.  They 
have  met  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Protestant  Reformation  set  man  free  from  the  absolute 
authority  of  the  Church  and  made  man  himself  responsible  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  spiritual  authority  for  his  life.  The  point 
is  that  man  must  accept  that  responsibility  and  act  in  a  responsible 
way,  being  held  accountable  for  his  faith  and  practice.  This  is  not 


to  be  interpreted  as  a  God  given  right  to  fly  off  in  any  and  all  di¬ 
rections  without  any  reference  to  the  Scriptures,  human  experience, 
and  the  main  stream  of  the  Christian  movement.  Religious  liberty 
without  responsibility  becomes  spiritually  fatal. 

Public  Concern  Does  Count 

MANY  of  our  readers  will  recall  that  a  few  short  years  ago 
great  concern  was  raised  about  the  flood  of  questionable 
comic  books  on  sale  at  many  newsstands,  the  contents  of 
which  were  being  devoured  by  millions  of  children.  So  great  was 
the  concern  that  publishers  in  the  comic  book  field  had  to  reckon 
with  the  situation.  The  national  organization  of  the  industry,  the 
Comic  Mazagine  Association  of  America,  announced  that  it  was 
imposing  a  code  on  its  members  to  clean  up  the  situation. 

A  recent  news  release  announced  that  the  public  outcry  against 
questionable  comic  books  had  resulted  in  clearing  up  the  matter, 
and  that  the  industry  had  suffered  no  harm.  In  fact,  the  president 
of  the  national  organization  reported  that  “clean”  comics  have 
reached  a  new  circulation  record  of  more  than  600  million  copies  a 
year.  Voluntary  censorship  has  improved  the  quality  of  the  books 
and  lessened  public  disapproval.  Furthermore,  some  publishers 
of  “lurid”  comics  have  gone  out  of  business. 

The  whole  matter  of  Tilth  on  newsstands  has  not  by  any  means 
been  solved,  although  the  comic  book  publishing  seems  more  ac¬ 
ceptable.  There  still  seems  to  be  too  much  public  apathy  toward 
certain  magazines  that  depict  sex  in  a  manner  that  is  anything  but 
in  keeping  with  a  Christian  interpretation  of  life.  When  the  public 
becomes  sufficiently  concerned  about  the  degrading  influence  of 
these  magazines,  perhaps  the  whole  magazine  industry  itself  will 
take  the  matter  into  its  hands  and  impose  a  code  on  itself  which 
will  have  the  same  results  that  came  to  pass  in  the  children’s  comic 
book  industry. 
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The  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Chat¬ 
ham,  has  furnished  the  newly  decorated  parson¬ 
age  with  a  new  bedroom  suit  and  a  new  dinette 
suit.  Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  P.  LAY  of  Gilliam,  Louisiana  Conference 
Lay  Leader,  spoke  at  the  Mer  Rouge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  18.  Rev.  L.  G. 
Wilson,  the  pastor,  attended  the  Conference  on 
Spiritual  Birth  and  Growth  held  at  Camp  Brewer 
during  the  week  of  October  20. 

N.  J.  JACKSON  is  the  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Other  officers 
are  A.  W.  Holland,  vice-president;  Gerald  How¬ 
ell,  secretary;  and  A.  J.  Sartain,  treasurer.  A 
supper  meeting  of  the  club  was  held  at  the 
church  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  28.  Dr. 
James  T.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  in  Houston, 
Texas  for  a  three  day  speaking  engagement  at 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church.  The  speaking  en¬ 
gagement  covered  three  dinner  meetings  preced¬ 
ing  the  yearly  financial  campaign  at  that  church. 
He  explained  the  details  of  a  Proportional  Giv¬ 
ing  Campaign,  which  the  Houston  church  would 
like  to  adopt. 

FAMILY  WEEK  was  observed  at  the  Mer 
Rouge  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  night, 
October  18,  with  a  social  hour  being  held  in  the 
annex  of  the  church.  After  a  meal,  pot-luck  style, 
the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  led  in  a  service 
emphasizing  the  family.  Special  music  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  choir,  and  also  a  solo  by  Miss  Lewea 
Armstrong,  “I  Believe.”  Mrs.  Shelby  White  was 
the  reporter. 

THE  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  of  Northwestern 
State  College,  Natchitoches,  was  in  charge 
of  the  evening  service  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  on  Sunday,  October  18.  They  pre¬ 
sented  skits  written  by  the  students  on  the  stew¬ 
ardship  of  time  entitled  “Time  is  Slippery  Stuff.” 
Rev.  Bob  Tatum  is  director  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  and  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of 
First  Church. 

Additional  classroom  space  was  used 

for  the  first  time  Sunday,  October  25,  at  St. 
Matthew’s  Methodist  Church,  Metairie.  Effective 
this  date  the  hour  of  the  early  morning  worship 
service  was  changed  from  8:45  a.m.  to  9:40  a.m. 
The  regular  11:00  a.m.  worship  service  continued 
the  same.  Also  beginning  October  25,  the  Church 
School  Classes  will  meet  in  two  identical  sessions 
simultaneously  with  the  worship  services  at  9:40 
a.m.  and  11:00  a.m.  Rev.  Ebb  Munden  is  the 
pastor. 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  11,  marked  the  ninth 
birthday  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston.  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor,  delivered 
the  homecoming  address  at  the  eleven  o’clock 
worship  service.  The  charter  members  were 
recognized  and  the  pastor  paid  special  tribute  to 
them.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Waldron  and  J.  P.  Raspbury 
were  named  “King  and  Queen”  of  the  special 
occasion  as  the  senior  charter  members.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  worship  service,  dinner  was  served  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church. 

IIONEL  G.  OTT,  chairman  of  the  Finance 
a  Committee  and  a  member  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  was  the  Laymen’s  Day  speaker  at  the 
church  on  Sunday,  October  18.  Other  laymen  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  service  were  Billy  Falbaum,  who 
led  the  Responsive  Reading;  Robert  Redditt,  who 
read  the  Holy  Scripture;  Roy  Simons,  who  gave 


the  Prayer,  and  Walter  Harris,  presiding  layman, 
who  pronounced  the  Benediction.  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Sr.  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOHN  WILLINGHAM,  professor  of  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  was 
guest  speaker  at  a  7:30  p.m.  meeting  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  of  Tulane  University  in  New 
Orleans,  September  20.  Dr.  Willingham,  who 
holds  his  Ph.  D.  degree  from  the  University  of 
Oklahoma,  discussed  “Motive,”  the  official  maga¬ 
zine  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement.  The 
title  of  his  address  was  “The  Motives  of  Motive.” 
He  was  introduced  by  Rev.  Howard  Daughen- 
baugh,  director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

ST.  MATTHEW’S  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Metairie,  was  the  host  church  for  the  Lead¬ 
ership  Training  School  October  11-13  inclusive. 
The  six  participating  churches  were  Munhol- 
land,  Metairie,  Kenner,  St.  Paul’s,  Luling  and 
St.  Matthew’s.  The  courses  and  instructors  were 
as  follows:  How  to  Study  the  Bible,  Owen  Brown; 
Understanding  Youth,  Russell  Jones;  Helping 
Adults  to  Learn,  Mrs.  Clyde  Frazier;  How  to 
Teach  Children,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Learner.  Rev. 
Ebb  Munden  is  the  pastor  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Church. 

IN  RECOGNITION  of  United  Nations  Week, 
the  women  of  the  McGuire  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  held  an  International 
Luncheon,  following  the  third  session  of  the 
study  on  “The  Role  of  the  United  Nations  in 
World  Affairs.”  The  study  was  taught  by  Mrs. 
Walter  Frank.  Twenty-four  women  were  seated 
at  the  tables  where  a  menu  featuring  Emparados, 
Irish  potatoes,  English  peas,  French  bread,  Dan¬ 
ish  apple  cake,  and  Brazilian  coffee,  was  served. 
Arrangements  were  in  charge  of  Mrs.  D.  L.  Tay¬ 
lor  and  Mrs.  Bill  Loftin.  Rev.  Don  Wineinger  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

IAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  in  the  McGuire 
J  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  with  a 
morning  service  conducted  by  the  Charge  Lay 
Leader,  P.  B.  Mangum,  Principal  of  West  Mon¬ 
roe  High  School.  He  was  assisted  in  the  service 
by  Theron  Dupree,  John  Clark,  Jr.,  C.  B.  Griggs, 
W.  M.  Smith,  Ray  Thomason,  Marshall  Downs, 
and  Jim  Watts.  Congregational  singing  was  led 
by  a  16  man  choir,  and  special  music  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  a  male  quartet.  Mr.  Mangum  brought 
the  message,  using  the  theme  of  the  day,  “You 
Have  Been  Called.”  Rev.  Don  Wineinger  is  the 
pastor. 

LAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  at  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  October 
18,  under  the  theme,  “You  Have  Been  Called.” 
Laymen  from  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  church  who  spoke  at  the  8:30  a.m. 
service  were  Mrs.  Audrey  Roberts,  Mrs.  John  M. 
LeTard,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grout  and  Mrs.  Ed  Adams. 
Members  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  and  the 
adult  Sunday  School  class  who  spoke  at  the  11:00 
a.m.  service  were  G.  C.  Zachary,  Roscoe  B.  Jones, 
E.  E.  Grout  and  William  B.  Davis.  The  Young 
Adults  were  in  charge  of  the  evening  worship 
service  with  Tommy  Miller  serving  as  church 
Lay  Leader.  Other  speakers  were  Walter  H. 
Burris,  Fred  Fanta  and  Mrs.  Fred  Fanta.  Rev. 
Rex  Squyres  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Col- 
linston  Methodist  Church,  which  is  now  one 
year  old,  has  a  project  to  aid  the  children  of  the 
community.  The  Club  has,  by  permission  of  the 
owner,  converted  a  vacant  lot  into  a  lot  for  play 
and  fun  for  the  children.  They  have  purchased 
lights  for  the  lot,  and  equipment  for  volley  ball, 
soft  ball,  badminton,  and  tether  ball.  It  is  kept 
in  good  condition,  mowed  each  week  and  is 
policed.  Along  with  this,  the  Club  has  a  project 


of  placing  Chimes  in  the  church.  The  Men’s  Club 
was  in  charge  of  the  program  of  the  church  on 
Laymen’s  Day,  with  B.  B.  Handy  making  the 
address.  He  was  assisted  in  the  service  by  B.  W. 
Hopgood,  Basil  Miller,  A.  J.  Tarver,  T.  F.  Eld- 
ridge,  and  R.  A.  Harper.  Rev.  S.  B.  Dampier  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  the  Simmesport  Methodist 
Church  sponsored  a  covered  dish  supper  at  the 
church  October  9  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lusk, 
new  members  of  the  church.  The  Simmesport 
Church  is  on  the  Simmesport-Evergreen  Charge. 
Other  activities  on  the  charge  include  a  “Dinner 
on  the  Grounds”  at  the  Evergreen  Church  on 
Sunday,  October  11,  following  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Jack  Anderson  of  the  Simmesport 
Church  was  guest  speaker  for  the  Laymen’s  Day 
Service  at  the  Evergreen  Church.  Mrs.  Ray 
Mathiew  conducted  the  service  and  then  was 
Laymen’s  Day  speaker  at  the  Simmesport  Church 
that  night.  Rev.  George  Sherman  is  pastor  of 
the  charge. 

THE  TENTH  ANNIVERSARY  of  the  McGuire 
Methodist  Church  was  commemorated  in  a 
Home  Coming  Sunday  on  October  11.  The  Rev. 
W.  T.  Staples,  pastor  of  the  Winnfield  Methodist 
Church,  was  guest  preacher  for  the  morning 
services.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Staples  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife.  During  the  service  a  brief  history 
of  the  church  was  given  by  Mrs.  Marshall  Downs, 
charter  member  and  member  of  the  committee 
on  Records  and  History.  In  this  account,  it  was 
recalled  that  the  McGuire  Church  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Methodist  Men  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  during  the  pastorate  of 
Mr.  Staples.  Charter  members  were  recognized 
during  the  service  and  a  picture  made  afterward. 
At  noon  a  bountiful  meal  was  enjoyed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  and  friends.  Rev.  Dor 
Wineinger  is  the  pastor. 

MEMBERS  of  the  White  Chapel,  Ville  Platte, 
Pine  Prairie  and  Bayou  Chicot  Methodist 
Churches  joined  by  members  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
gathered  at  Bayou  Chicot  Methodist  Church, 
Thursday  night,  October  8,  for  a  “Hymn  Singing” 
in  honor  of  the  W.  K.  Edwards,  who  are  moving 
to  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Mrs.  Butts,  Ville  Platte, 
was  in  charge  of  the  singing,  and  was  assisted 
by  Aaron  Oneal,  Jr.,  of  Pine  Prairie  at  the 
piano.  Many  beautiful  hymns  were  sung  by  the 
congregation  and  several  special  numbers  by 
the  Eastern  Star  Quartet  from  Pine  Prairie  and 
Ville  Platte.  After  the  song  service  refreshments 
were  served  by  the  members  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  Members  of  the 
White  Chapel  Charge  presented  the  Edwards 
with  an  electric  blanket.  Members  of  the  Ville 
Platte  W.S.C.S.  presented  Mrs.  Edwards  with  a 
beautiful  milk  glass  cake  plate.  Rev.  Lelia  Hick¬ 
man  is  pastor  of  the  White  Chapel  Charge. 

FIVE  MEMBERS  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  attended  the  Coaching  Confer¬ 
ence  held  recently  at  the  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  Texas.  The  larger  parish 
and  group  ministry  was  the  subject  matter  dis¬ 
cussed.  The  text  book  was  written  by  Dr.  Marvin 
T.  Judy  who  also  led  the  discussion  group.  He 
devoted  one  chapter  in  the  text  to  dealing  with 
the  Denominational  Larger  Parish  and  used  as 
his  example  the  Hall  Summit  Charge  of  the 
Shreveport  District.  The  Hall  Summit  Charge 
consists  of  six  rural  churches  under  the  pastorate 
of  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Coody.  Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  pas¬ 
tor  of  West  Lake  Methodist  Church,  attended  the 
conference.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Hall  Sum¬ 
mit  Charge  from  1946  until  1952.  Other  minis¬ 
ters  representing  the  Louisiana  Conference  were 
Rev.  John  H.  Sewell  of  Baker,  secretary  of 
Town  and  Country  Commission;  Rev.  Carl  Bar¬ 
ham,  member  of  the  Conference  commission 
representing  the  Alexandria  District;  Rev.  Ro¬ 
land  K.  Friedrich,  pastor  of  Gilbert-Beouf  Prairie 
Charge  representing  the  Monroe  District;  and 
Rev.  John  Bonds,  pastor  of  the  Livingston  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  representing  the  Baton  Rouge 
District.  The  Coaching  Conference  was  attended 
by  persons  interested  in  Town  and  Country 
Work  from  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Texas  and 
Oklahoma.  There  will  be  follow-up  meetings  on 
the  Conference  and  District  levels. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


OUR  SURPRISING  SELVES 

“Know  thyself”  is  a  wise,  basic  counsel  handed  down  to  us  by 
the  ancient  Greeks.  Yet  after  25  centuries  of  trying  it  do  we  know 
ourselves? 

We  are  constantly  discovering  that  we  are  so  much  more  than 
we  believed.  When,  for  instance,  a  person  has  reached  his  wits  end 
and  doesn’t  know  which  way  to  turn,  a  saving  flash  of  higher  wisdom 
comes  like  the  guidance  of  a  “kindly  light  amid  the  encircling  gloom.” 
Or  when  human  strength  has  come  to  the  end  of  its  tether,  a  new 
supply  of  power  wells  up  from  an  unexpected  source. 

Or  it  may  be  that  we  are  surprised  by  the  possibilities  of  evil 
within  us.  After  some  crime  of  passion,  the  wrongdoer  looks  at  the 
wreckage  left  by  his  deed  and  cries,  “How  could  I  have  done  that?” 
He  may  even  say  as  did  Saint  Paul,  “It  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but 
sin  that  dwelleth  in  me.” 

It  has  become  a  matter  of  life  or  death  that  we  explore  and 
develop  the  powers  and  controls  of  our  inner  selves  to  match  the 
exploration  of  outer  space  and  the  extension  of  destructive  weapons. 
As  General  Omar  Bradley  said  two  years  ago:  “The  central  problem 
of  our  time  is  how  to  employ  human  intelligence  for  the  salvation 
of  mankind.” 

And  the  first  step  toward  social  control  is  self-control.  Here  is 
a  prescription  given  by  one  who  made  a  defective  body  dynamic 
enough  to  undergo  incessant  travel  and  unspeakable  hardship;  one 
who  freed  his  mind  from  the  limitations  of  family  and  race;  one  who 
rose  to  such  stature  that  his  shadow  fell  across  the  whole  Mediter¬ 
ranean  world.  I  refer  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  and  to  his  formula  for  self- 
mastery — “Work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling  for 
it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  his  good 
pleasure.” 

Consider  the  first  half  of  that  formula — “Work  out  your  own 
salvation.”  In  this  self-help  we  have  new  psychological  aids  of  which 
Paul  never  heard.  We  have  learned  about  that  region  of  the  mind 
which  lies  below  the  level  of  conscious  thought.  We  know  that  there 
are  our  suppressed  wishes,  our  lost  memories,  our  instinctive  drives, 
our  sources  of  mysterious  strength  which  make  us  “able  to  do  ex¬ 
ceeding  abundantly  above  all  we  ask  or  think.”  We  have  discovered 
that  this  hidden  dynamo  of  the  unconscious  can  be  made  to  work 
for  us. 

We  learned  some  years  ago  from  Mr.  Coue  that  we  could  sweeten 
our  dispositions  and  lighten  our  burdens  by  repeating  to  ourselves, 
“Day  by  day,  in  every  way,  I  am  getting  better  and  better.”  We 
know  that  our  minds  are  most  susceptible  to  these  health-giving 
suggestions  at  certain  times.  For  instance,  in  the  morning  before  our 
mental  shutters  have  closed,  or  at  night  when  approaching  slumber 
evokes  the  mood  of  relaxation.  We  now  recognize  that  our  minds 
can  be  made  to  work  for  us  even  while  we  sleep,  and  often  can  unite 
the  knotty  problem  which  has  baffled  our  waking  hours. 

Mr.  James  Francis  Cooke,  former  editor  of  “Etude,”  some  years 
ago  wrote  me  that  he  once  asked  Victor  Herbert  where  he  got  so 
many  of  his  melodies.  The  composer  replied  that  many  of  them 
came  to  him  in  his  dreams,  and  he  woke  up  singing  and  whistling 
them.  Mr.  Cooke  went  on  to  tell  how  he  had  received  flashes  of  in¬ 
sight  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

If  we  can  do  so  much  by  the  new  psychological  insights  and 
mental  techniques,  why  call  God  into  help  us? 

After  Paul  says,  “Work  out  your  own  salvation,”  why  does  he 
go  on  to  bid  us  remember  that  “it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you,  both 
to  will  and  to  do  his  good  pleasure?”  There  are  many  reasons.  I  men¬ 
tion  only  one. 

Prayer  is  more  than  autosuggestion.  We  can  talk  ourselves  into 
many  things — but  not  everything.  One  day  Henri  Amiel,  the  Swiss 
philosopher,  was  told  that  he  had  an  incurable  malady.  The  next 
morning  he  wrote  in  his  Journal:  “On  waking  it  seemed  to  me  that 
I  was  staring  into  the  future  with  startled  eyes  .  .  .  Health  cut  off 
means  marriage,  travel,  study  and  work  forbidden  or  endangered. 
It  means  life  reduced  in  attractiveness  and  utility  by  five-sixths.” 
There  is  a  case  of  a  man  talking  to  himself.  And  talk  yourself  out 
of  that  situation — if  you  can. 

But  listen  to  the  last  word  of  the  entry  in  Amiel’s  Journal,  “Thy 
will  be  done.”  There’s  a  man  talking  to  God. 

Whence  comes  that  control  which  keeps  men  steady  in  their 
Gethsemanes?  Whence  comes  that  surge  of  power  which  sustains 
men’s  courage  when  “helpers  fail  and  comforts  flee?”  Paul  knew  the 
answer.  “It  is  God  which  worketh  in  you.” 


our  baseball  hit  it!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Reformation  Day,  November  1 

The  increasing  emphasis  on  Refor¬ 
mation  Day  should  be  welcomed  by 
every  Protestant.  Probably  the  first 
reason  for  this  should  be  that  it  will 
help  us  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  such  words  as,  “Protestant,”  “Ref¬ 
ormation,”  and  “Non-Conformists.” 
The  average  Christian;  and  certainly 
the  average  Methodist;  has  a  feeling 
that  he  will  be  taking  active  oppo¬ 
sition  to  his  Roman  Catholic  friends 
when  he  so  much  as  mentions  any 
of  these  words.  And  in  a  complex 
world  where  we  must  live  side  by 
side  with  people  of  all  beliefs  and 
creeds,  many  are  unwilling  even  to 
look  at  their  own  beliefs  regarding 
God,  Christ,  the  Church,  etc.  for 
fear  of  offending  a  friend.  This  is 
somewhat  natural  reaction,  but  it  is 
a  dangerous  one  for  our  Christian 
principles.  Furthermore,  it  reduces 
one’s  spiritual  life  to  a  sort  of  milk- 
toast  diet  of  do-goodism,  calling 
that  a  “religion.”  Probably  it  is 
some  kind  of  a  religion,  but  certain¬ 
ly  not  the  Christian  religion.  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  so  much  of  positive  be¬ 
lief  and  action  in  it  that  one  has 
little  time  to  dwell  on  the  few  nega¬ 
tives  that  are  a  part  of  it.  Jesus 
summed  it  up  when  He  said  that  the 
total  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
is  the  command  to  love  God  with 
our  whole  being  and  to  love  our 
fellow  man  as  dearly  as  we  love 
ourselves. 

A  further  thought  along  this  line 
is  the  commonly  held  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"Protestant.”  It  has  a  negative  sense 
in  the  minds  of  many.  It  actually 
means,  “One  who  testifies  for.”  It 
is  closely  akin  to  the  word,  “Proph¬ 


one  who  is  “agin”  anything,  unless 
it  might  be  the  devil.  The  true  Prot¬ 
estant  is  the  Christian  who  realizes 
that  being  worthy  of  the  name  in¬ 
volves  speaking  a  good  word  and 
doing  a  good  deed  often  for  the 
glory  of  the  Christ.  The  Protestant 
movement  came  out  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion.  Its  main  intent  was  to  grant 
and  to  guarantee  the  right  of  speak¬ 
ing  in  public  for  God.  Therefore,  to 
the  lay  person  it  is  particularly 
meaningful.  People  have  died  for 
this  benefit,  just  as  people  have 
died  for  freedom.  The  right  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  speak  freely  for  their  political 
beliefs  as  well  as  for  their  religious 
beliefs  is  a  composite  result  of  the 
Protestant  Reformation. 

Reformation  Day  certainly  does 
not  mean  that  we  may  or  should 
point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church.  Of  course  we 
are  different  from  them,  in  some 
beliefs;  in  a  good  deal  of  our  liturgy. 
A  good  Methodist  should  know  what 
he  believes  and  why  he  believes. 
This  common  misunderstanding  of 
calling  ourselves  “broad”  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  fault.  Breadth  usually  in¬ 
cludes  shallowness  and  shallowness 
has  no  place  in  Christian  beliefs. 
Their  currents  must  run  more  deep¬ 
ly  in  one’s  thinking  than  anything 
else.  They  should  be  examined  from 
time  to  time  to  see  if  they  are  min¬ 
istering  to  our  needs  for  everyday 
living  in  this  busy,  beset  world. 
Then  at  least  one  time  a  year  the 
Methodist  Christian  should  recog¬ 
nize  the  observance  of  Reformation 
Day  as  a  sort  of  annual  high-water 
mark  in  the  appreciation  of  what 
he  knows  and  believes  and  testifies 
about  God  and  Christ.  This  year  we 


et.”  Therefore,  the  Protestant  is  not  shall  observe  it  on  November  1st. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  November  8,  1959:  WE  MUST  OBEY  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  5.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS  5:27-42 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  We  must  obey  God  rather  than  man.  Acts  5:29. 
(RSV) 


Today  we  begin  the  study  of  Unit  XI.  The 
general  subject  for  this  series  of  four  lessons  is, 
“'We  Must  Decide.”  The  subject  for  the  first  les¬ 
son  of  this  series  is  ‘‘We  Must  Obey  God.” 

The  early  days  of  the  beginning  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  movement  were  days  which  tried  the  cour¬ 
age,  the  faith,  the  very  souls  of  men.  The  hearts 
of  the  followers  of  Jesus  sank  to  depth  of  utter 
despair  when  Jesus  died  on  the  cross.  For  them 
it  seemed  to  be  the  end  of  the  way  for  the  most 
beautiful  dream  that  had  ever  come  to  the  sons 
of  men.  They  “had  hoped”  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah,  but  now  those  hopes  had  died.  Then 
came  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  and  the 
rebirth  of  the  high  hopes  that  had  been  theirs 
before  the  crucifixion. 

Then  through  forty  days  Jesus,  on  various 
occasions,  and  under  various  circumstances,  had 
appeared  to  them  and,  just  before  His  ascension, 
gave  them  the  soul-stirring  commission  to  “Go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel.”  They 
were  specifically  told  to  begin  in  Jerusalem. 

This  they  did  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  When 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  them  they  witnessed 
in  Jerusalem  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  had  risen 
from  the  dead  and  was  alive  forevermore.  Peter 
preached  that  wonderful  sermon  which  resulted 
in  three  thousand  people  being  added  to  the 
church  that  day.  It  was  a  great  beginning  which 
seemed  to  hold  the  promise  of  an  early,  sweep¬ 
ing  victory  for  the  Christian  movement. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  until  the  apostles 
found  that  they  must  fight  for  every  step  of 
progress  the  Christian  movement  made.  The 
Temple  in  Jerusalem  was  still  the  center  of  their 
religious  lives.  One  day  when  Peter  and  John 
went  to  the  Temple  to  pray,  they  healed  a  lame 
man  who  was  begging  at  the  Gate  Beautiful  in 
the  Temple.  When  the  crowds  gathered  Peter 
preached  his  second,  recorded  Christian  sermon. 

With  the  preaching  of  this  sermon  and  this 
miracle,  the  “armed  truce”  which  seemed  to  have 
existed  between  the  followers  of  Jesus  and  the 
Jewish  authorities  came  to  an  end.  Peter  and 
John  were  brought  before  the  Jewish  authorities 
and  were  commanded  to  stop  preaching  or  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Instead  of  being  sub¬ 
dued,  this  command  inspired  Peter  to  preach  a 
very  effective  sermon  there  to  the  assembled 
Sanhedrin.  The  presence  of  the  healed  man  was 
a  restraining  influence  on  the  Sanhedrin  so  the 
disciples  were  merely  threatened  and  com¬ 
manded  again  to  stop  preaching  in  the  name  of 
Jesus. 

In  the  midst  of  these  threats  from  without 
there  came  a  threat  from  within  the  Christian 
movement  that  caused  the  apostles  and  the 
movement  great  concern.  This  threat  came  in 
the  form  of  the  hypocrisy  of  Ananias  and  Sap- 
phira  from  within  the  group.  As  a  result  of  the 
lies  they  told  they  both  fell  dead  at  the  Apostle 
Peter’s  feet.  As  a  result  of  this  incident  we  are 
told  that  “Great  fear  came  upon  all  the  church.” 
If  church  people  began  falling  dead  about  us  to¬ 
day  for  telling  lies  it  is  likely  that  great  fear 
would  again  come  upon  all  the  church. 

As  a  result  of  many  miracles  performed  by 
the  apostles,  the  apostles  were  again  arrested 
and  this  time  were  thrown  in  the  common  pri¬ 
son.  When  the  authorities  sent  to  bring  them  be¬ 
fore  the  courts  the  next  day  it  was  discovered 
that  they  were  not  in  the  prison  even  though  the 
doors  were  locked  and  guards  still  on  duty  at 
the  door.  During  the  night  an  angel  had  set  the 
disciples  free.  About  this  time  a  messenger  came 
and  told  the  Jewish  authorities  that  the  apostles 
were  in  the  Temple  teaching  the  people.  Im¬ 


mediately  officers  were  sent  to  re-arrest  them 
and  bring  them  before  the  Sanhedrin.  Such  were 
the  stirring  days  of  the  beginning  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church. 

%  They  Set  Them  Before  The  Council 

It  is  at  this  point,  in  the  Book  of  Acts  that 
our  lesson  text  begins.  The  officers  did  go  to  the 
Temple  and  took  the  apostles  in  custody  and 
brought  them  before  the  Jewish  court.  This  was 
the  third  time  that  leaders  of  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment  had  been  brought  into  court  in  a  compara¬ 
tively  short  time. 

The  apostles,  at  this  time,  were  in  effect 
accused  of  “contempt  of  court,”  in  that  they  had 
disobeyed  the  orders  of  the  court  more  than 
once.  They  had  continued  to  preach  and  teach  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  in  the  face  of  the  orders  of 
the  court.  The  court  declared  that  they  had  filled 
Jerusalem  with  their  doctrine.  They  were  ac¬ 
cused  of  trying  to  make  people  believe  that  the 
Sanhedrin  was  responsible  for  Christ’s  cruci¬ 
fixion.  The  rather  unusual  thing  about  it  is  that 
the  apostles  made  no  attempt  to  deny  any  of 
these  charges.  Rather,  by  their  attitude  they,  in 
effect,  plead  guilty  to  all  of  the  charges. 

We  Must  Obey  God  Rather  Than  Man 

Without  denying  any  of  the  charges,  the  only 
answer  the  apostles  made  was,  “We  ought  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man.”  In  saying  that,  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  saying  that  the  orders  of  the 
Sanhedrin  were  not  in  accord  with  the  will  of 
God  for  them.  In  other  words,  they  were,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  saying  that  the  orders  of  the  Sanhedrin  were 
an  effort  to  thwart  the  will  of  God.  Furthermore, 
this  answer  was  so  practical,  so  sensible  and  so 
reasonable  that  even  the  Sanhedrin  had  to  realize 
that  the  statement  of  the  Apostles  was  grounded 
on  basic  truth.  • 

Peter,  the  former  coward,  who  had  denied 
that  he  had  ever  known  Jesus  and  who  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  lose  himself  in  the  crowd  of  the 
enemies  of  Jesus,  when  Jesus  was  arrested,  is 
now  the  Rock  which  Jesus  had  predicted  that  he 
would  be.  He  stood  there  before  the  Jewish 
“supreme  court”  and  preached  practically  the 
same  sermon  he  had  preached  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost,  at  the  time  of  the  healing  of  the  lame 
man  and  once  before  to  the  Sanhedrin,  in  which 
he  declared  that  the  crucified  Christ  had  been 
raised  from  the  dead  and  that  the  Apostles  were 
witnesses  of  that  fact. 

It  is  our  responsibility  today,  just  as  truly 
as  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Apostles,  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man.  Today  a  man  may 
be  immoral,  he  may  drink  intoxicating  liquors, 
he  may  engage  in  “high  brow”  gambling,  he  may 
engage  in  other  recognized  sins  against  himself 
and  society  and  still  be  accepted  in  good  social 
circles  and  at  times  retain  his  membership  in 
the  church. 

This  means  that  it  is  largely  up  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  to  decide  the  manner  of  life  he  is  to 
live.  We  may  take  advantage  of  the  lax  view¬ 
point  of  the  law,  society  and  the  church  and 
live  lives  quite  unworthy  of  ourselves.  Or  we 
may  adopt  the  standard  which  the  apostles  fixed 
for  themselves  and  choose  for  ourselves  to  “Obey 
God  Rather  Than  Man.”  We  may  put  faith  above 
fear  of  people,  principles  above  policy,  courage 
above  compromise  and  purity  of  purpose  above 
pretense.  In  the  words  of  the  theme  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  series  of  lessons,  “We  Must  Decide.” 

Futile  Efforts  To  Suppress  The  Truth 

Verse  33,  in  the  Revised  Standard  Version, 
reads,  “When  they  had  heard  this  they  were  en¬ 
raged  and  wanted  to  kill  them.”  The  words  of 
Peter,  instead  of  bringing  members  of  the  San¬ 


hedrin  to  their  senses,  made  them  more  unrea¬ 
sonable.  They  now  wanted  to  kill  the  apostles. 

Suppression  of  honest  convictions  and  ef¬ 
forts  to  suppress  the  truth  is  the  coward’s  way 
of  facing  opposition.  The  crucifixion  of  Jesus, 
in  an  effort  to  suppress  the  truth,  only  lead  to 
greater  difficulties  for  the  Sanhedrin.  Yet  these 
supposedly  wise  leaders  of  the  Jews  were  not 
able  to  conceive  of  a  better  way  to  still  their 
enemies. 

Gamaliel  The  Pharisee  Pleads  for  Reason 

Gamaliel  was  a  Pharisee  and  a  member  of 
the  Sanhedrin.  He  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  interpreters  of  the  law  of  his 
day.  When  Paul  was  making  a  defense  of  him¬ 
self  before  a  wild  mob  in  Jerusalem  that  was 
attempting  to  kill  him,  he  said  of  himself  that 
he  was  “brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel,  and  taught  according  to  the  perfect 
manner  of  the  law.”  Acts  22:3. 

When  the  Sanhedrin  was  at  the  point  of 
condemning  the  apostles  to  death,  it  was  Gama¬ 
liel  the  Pharisee  who  stood  up  in  the  council 
and  advised  caution  and  toleration. 

The  Sadducees  were  bitter  enemies  of  the 
apostles  because  they  taught  the  resurrection. 
The  Pharisees  believed  in  the  resurrection  al¬ 
though  they  did  not  believe  in  Christ’s  resur¬ 
rection.  This  unity  of  faith  in  the  minds  of  the 
Pharisees  and  the  apostles  may  have  created  a 
feeling  of  sympathy  for  them  in  the  minds  of 
the  Pharisees,  even  though  the  Pharisees  were 
not  fully  conscious  of  it. 

Gamaliel’s  logic,  as  he  spoke  in  the  Sanhe¬ 
drin,  was  impressive  and  almost  conclusive.  He 
said  of  the  apostles,  “Let  them  alone:  for  if  this 
counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to 
nought:  But  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow 
it;  lest  haply  ye  be  found  to  fight  against  God.” 

Gamaliel  was  asking  that  the  Sanhedrin  al¬ 
low  time  to  test  the  movement.  We  sometimes 
grow  impatient  with  “crack-brain”  movements 
and  feel  that  something  should  be  done  to  bring 
them  to  an  end.  There  are  times  however,  when 
the  only  successful,  effective  way  to  deal  with 
a  movement  is  to  let  time  test  its  value.  Some¬ 
times  it  looks  like  a  terrible  waste  of  human 
time  and  interests  to  allow  some  movements  to 
run  their  course  and  die.  Nevertheless,  spurious 
movements  bottled  up  and  suppressed  may  ex¬ 
plode  with  a  martyr  complex  in  which  “the  last 
stage  is  worse  than  the  first.” 

Apostles  Beaten,  Warned  and  Released 

As  a  result  of  the  appeal  of  Gamaliel,  the 
desperation  moves  planned  by  the  Sanhedrin 
were  put  aside  for  action  less  brutal  but  still 
without  a  semblance  of  justice. 

(1)  Without  having  been  convicted  of  any 
crime,  the  apostles  were  beaten  like  common 
criminals.  This  was  quite  similar  to  the  exper¬ 
ience  of  Jesus  in  the  court  of  Pilate. 

(2)  After  the  beatings,  as  an  intimidating 
measure,  the  apostles  were  again  warned  by  the 
Sanhedrin  against  preaching  or  teaching  in  the 
name  of  Jesus. 

(3)  After  the  warnings  they  were  again  re¬ 
leased.  Such  persecutions  had  just  the  opposite 
effect  on  the  apostles  than  the  Jewish  leaders 
expected.  They  went  away  rejoicing  in  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  counted  worthy  to  suffer 
for  Christ’s  sake. 

There  are  organizations  under  the  name 
Christian  that  act  as  if  the  essence  of  Christianity 
is  to  avoid  suffering.  There  was  never  such  a 
theory  about  Christianity  as  that  in  the  hearts 
of  the  apostles.  Jesus  had  said  to  them,  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  “Blessed  are  ye,  when 
men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you  .  .  .  re¬ 
joice  and  be  exceedingly  glad:  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven.”  In  this  experience  the  apos¬ 
tles  felt  that  they  had  the  fulfillment  of  the 
words  of  their  Master.  A  test  of  Christianity  is 
not  so  much  freedom  from  suffering  but  it  is 
the  manner  in  which  we  accept  suffering,  es¬ 
pecially  that  suffering  which  comes  in  the  line 
of  duty. 

Apostles  Return  To  The  Temple  To  Preach 

The  closing  verse  of  our  lesson  text  says  of 
the  apostles  after  they  left  the  “presence  of  the 
council”  that  “Daily  in  the  temple  and  in  every 
house,  they  ceased  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ.” 

It  must  have  been  an  aggravating,  exasperat¬ 
ing  experience  for  members  of  the  Sanhedrin 
to  find  the  apostles  so  absolutely  indifferent  to 
its  decrees  but  it  was  evident  by  this  time  that 
the  apostles  were  not  just  ordinary  men. 
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The  following  article  is  chapter  II  of  “Total  Enlist¬ 
ment,”  a  recently  published  booklet  of  Methodist  Evangel¬ 
istic  Materials,  and  is  used  here  by  special  permission  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism.  The  article  is  used  here  to 
further  Methodism’s  Total  Enlistment  program  during  1959 
and  1960. 

The  Total  Enlistment 
Of  Every  Member 


By  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 
President,  Council  of  Bishops 
Resident  Bishop,  Jackson  Area 


The  year  of  total  enlistment  is 

upon  us  and  presents  an  unparalleled  op¬ 
portunity  and  a  worthy  challenge.  The 
potential  of  such  an  accomplishment  stirs 
the  imagination.  Can  one  visualize  ten  million 
Methodists  marching  with  a  common  purpose 
toward  the  objective  of  bringing  in  the  Kingdom 
of  God  among  men?  This  is  that  tide  in  our 
Church,  which,  if  we  take  it  at  its  flood  will 
lead  us  to  our  highest  heights  and  help  us  write 
our  most  glorious  chapters. 

I  attended  the  University  of  Georgia  which 
had  a  military  unit.  By  the  time  I  was  a  senior 
I  had  risen  to  lofty  rank  in  the  battalion.  I  had 
become  a  corporal.  A  feature  of  my  experience 
which  stands  out  in  my  memory  was  the  dress 
parade  on  Friday  afternoons.  The  firing  of  the 
salute,  the  martial  music  of  the  band,  and  the 
passing  in  review  were  all  colorful.  Before  we 
passed  in  review,  each  company  commander 
was  called  on  for  a  report — and  the  report  in¬ 
variably  was  “All  men  present  or  accounted 
for.” 

At  the  time,  I  was  a  student  pastor,  and 
thought  how  wonderful  it  would  be  if  every 
Sunday  the  chairman  of  the  official  board,  the 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society,  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  the  president  of 
the  youth  group  and  the  heads  of  other  organi¬ 
zations  could  each  stand  in  place  and  say,  “All 
members  present  or  they  have  a  providential 
reason  for  their  absence.” 

Had  we  such  total  mobilization  we  could  be¬ 
gin  to  sing,  “Like  a  mighty  army  moves  the 
Church  of  God.”  The  army  is  completely  com¬ 
mitted  to  victory  regardless  of  the  cost.  The 
army  lays  hold  upon  all  the  resources  of  the 
nation.  It  calls  for  total  dedication  of  the  man 
power  and  the  material  wealth  of  the  country. 
When  the  Church  moves  “like  a  mighty  ajmy” 
nothing  can  stop  her  forward  march. 

We  should  again  and  again  go  back  to  the 
events  preceding  the  upper  room  experience. 
The  disciples  had  been  bickering  over  who 
would  be  greatest  in  the  Kingdom.  Envy, 
jealousy  and  empty  ambition  had  taken  away 
their  power.  Peter  had  denied  the  Lord,  Judas 
had  betrayed  Him,  and  all  had  forsaken  Him 
and  fled  in  craven  fear.  Then  the  risen  Christ 
had  ordered  them  to  the  upper  room.  There 
they  lingered  until  all  differences  were  resolved, 
and  they  were  completely  emptied  of  self  and 
personal  ambition.  The  power  came  upon  them 
when  all  were  present,  all  were  of  one  accord, 
and  all  were  in  one  place,  and  this  power  came 
after  long  days  and  nights  of  earnest  prayer 
and  honest  self-examination.  The,  secret  was 
total  self-surrender. 

It  is  said  if  we  take  a  cross  section  of  any 
church,  we  would  find  in  any  given  twelve 
members  that  three  of  them  are  regular  wor¬ 
shipers,  three  are  in  and  out,  and  six  rarely,  if 
ever,  enter  the  church  door.  If  this  be  true,  is 
it  any  wonder  we  find  it  difficult  to  mount  a 
charge  and  move  boldly  to  great  conquests  and 
mighty  victories?  We  can  never  reach  the 
heights  if  we  do  not  find  a  way  to  enlist  every 
member  and  let  him  know  he  is  a  member  and 
is  indispensable.  This  we  must  do  if  we  are  to 
be  a  Church  which  fulfills  its  mission  to  man¬ 
kind. 

The  Church  must  be  a  faithful  shepherd  of 
the  entire  flock.  The  good  shepherd  left  the 
ninety  and  nine  and  went  in  search  of  the  one 


lost  sheep.  I  can  imagine  how  the  shepherd 
felt  when  he  called  the  roll  and  found  one  miss¬ 
ing.  It  would  have  been  so  easy  to  shrug  off 
the  lost  sheep  by  saying  he  had  ninety-nine  per 
cent  within  the  fold.  His  wife  could  have  sug¬ 
gested  'that  the  district  superintendent  call  a 
quarterly  conference,  mark  off  the  one,  and  so 
perfect  the  roll. 

But  the  good  shepherd  felt  a  personal  re¬ 
sponsibility  which  he  could  not  evade  until  he 
exhausted  every  avenue  of  search.  This  he  did, 
and  his  efforts  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the 
one  lost  sheep,  and  there  was  rejoicing  in  heav¬ 
en  and  earth  as  he  brought  it  back  to  the  fold. 


The  Methodist  Church  Can  Meet  World  Needs 


We  have  suffered  great  loss,  equal  in  a  single 
year,  to  the  number  of  members  in  some  of  our 
larger  annual  conferences,  through  quarterly 
conference  action.  To  be  sure  there  is  no  point 
in  reporting  a  number  if  there  is  not  a  name  to 
match  it,  but  I  question  the  moral  right  of  any 
quarterly  conference  to  take  a  name  off  the 
church  roll,  unless  the  person  is  known  to  be 
dead,  to  have  transferred  to  another  Methodist 
church,  or  to  have  united  with  another  denomi¬ 
nation.  If  the  Church  has  the  burdened  heart 
of  a  loving  shepherd,  a  diligent,  persistent 
search  will  enable  her  to  reclaim  a  host  of 
Methodists  who  have  grown  indifferent  and 
she  can  save  them  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  insistent  calls  in  this 
program  for  the  total  enlistment  of  every  mem¬ 
ber. 

If  we  expect  the  total  enlistment '  of  every 
member,  we  must  offer  to  them  a  ministry 
which  will  appeal  to  their  intelligence,  comfort 
their  hearts,  cleanse  their  lives,  and  afford  ave¬ 
nues  of  useful  service  for  their  consecrated  tal¬ 
ents.  Just  to  get  all  the  Methodists  together 
with  no  tremendous  objectives  profits  them 
nothing. 

The  world  is  in  desperate  need  of  the  min¬ 
istry  which  only  the  Church  can  give.  The  world 
is  lonely  and  cries  for  fellowship.  It  is  hungry 
and  calls  for  food.  It  is  in  darkness  and  needs 
the  light  of  the  Son  of  Righteousness.  It  knows 
the  guilt  and  power  of  sin  and  longs  for  salva¬ 


tion.  The  world  is  in  conflict  ,  and  needs  peace 
There  are  multiplied  millions  who  have  never 
even  heard  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  must 
not  withhold  the  Good  News  from  them. 

If  the  deep  needs  of  mankind  can  be  laid 
upon  the  consciences  of  ten  million  Methodists 
and  they  are  made  to  know  that  God  and  man 
depend  upon  them,  and  that  these  needs  will  g0 
unmet  without  their  personal  dedication,  a  bur¬ 
den  of  concern  and  responsibility  will  be  deeply 
felt  and  they  will  offer  themselves  to  go  forth 
and  meet  these  needs. 

The  moral  rebirth  of  a  lost  and  sinful  world 
awaits  the  aroused  conscience  of  ten  million 
Methodists  to  set  in  motion  the  processes  of  re¬ 
demption.  If  we  can  ever  show  these  Method¬ 
ists  how  desperately  both  God  and  man  need 
what  they  hold  in  their  hands,  there  will  be  ar. 
instant  response.  We  have  too  often  failed  to 
make  every  member  know  he  is  needed  and  so 
cause  him  to  develop  a  sense  of  inescapable 
personal  responsibility. 

We  must  hold  before  our  people  the  import¬ 
ance  of  getting  set  for  great  and  heroic  tasks. 
We  hold  beachheads  in  many  areas  but  have  not 
conquered  the  lands.  The  Christian  Church 
faces  giant  perils  but  she  has  giant  hours  beck¬ 
oning  her. 

There  is  the  peril  of  materialism.  God  and 
mammon  are  locked  in  combat.  The  Church 
has  the  message  and  the  ministry  to  transform 
our  materialistic  philosophy  to  the  Christian 
concept  of  Christian  stewardship,  but  she  needs 
the  help  of  every  member  to  get  the  job  done. 

There  is  the  threat  of  communism  rearing  its 
ugly  head  in  menacing  ways.  There  is  no 
greater  foe  to  atheistic  communism  than  The 
Methodist  Church.  Every  Methodist  must  be  at 
his  battle  station  if  we  are  to  turn  back  the  tide 
of  communism  and  place  the  banner  of  Christ 
upon  every  hostile  rampart.  This  is  an  insistent 
call  which  should  command  the  intense  interest 
of  the  most  indifferent. 

There  is  the  peril  of  superficial  living.  Too 
many  among  our  own  are  skimming  along  the 
surface  when  we  are  commanded  to  launch  out 
into  the  deep.  We  must  go  deeper  in  personal 
dedication  before  we  can  move  forward  to  the 
coveted  goals  of  keen  discernment  and  unshak¬ 
able  Christian  principles.  The  Church  is  here 
to  summon  men  and  women  to  leave  the  land¬ 
locked  pools  along  the  shore  and  go  out  upon 
the  storm-tossed  seas  where  shipwrecked  hu¬ 
manity  toils  and  suffers.  Careless  Christians 
lack  the  moral  earnestness  to  capture  the  crowds. 

There  is  the  peril  of  substituting  ritual  for 
righteousness,  complacency  for  conflict,  con¬ 
tentment  for  concern,  and  comfort  for  compas¬ 
sion.  We  can  gather  together  in  smugness  and 
fail  to  feel  the  heart  throbs  of  God’s  other  chil¬ 
dren  crying  in  the  night  with  no  language  but 
a  cry. 

I  have  read  of  a  church  which  prided  itself 
on  being  soundproof.  When  any  church  fails 
to  heaT  the  anguished  appeals  coming  up  from 
submerged  people  everywhere  in  the  world  and 
sends  forth  no  compassionate  ministry  to  them, 
that  church  has  lost  her  mission  and  will  be 
utterly  avoided  by  the  multitudes  which  need 
her  help. 

Our  Church  is  the  kind  of  Church  that  has  a 
place  for  every  member  to  give  full  expression 
to  all  his  talents  and  to  find  satisfaction  for  all 
his  needs.  Total  enlistment  calls  for  every 
woman  to  be  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  We  have  thousands  of 
churches  where  there  is  no  organized  women’s 
work.  In  addition,  a  million  women  may  find 
rewarding  experiences  in  serving  as  Sunday 
school  teachers,  counsellors  of  young  people, 
workers  in  social  activities,  and  in  prayer  and 
study  groups. 

The  Demands  of  Total  Enlistment 

The  Total  Enlistment  calls  for  every  man  to 
be  an  active  member  of  the  Men’s  Club.  There 
are  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  churches 
without  such  clubs. 

Total  Enlistment  calls  for  every  member  of 
the  church  to  be  a  member  of  the  church  school 
and  for  every  child  under  membership  age  to  be 
enlisted  and  trained.  With  all  the  babies  born 
in  these  United  States  each  year,  it  is  reasonable 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Curtis  Park  Holds  Membership  Tea 


Officers  of  Curtis  Park  W.S.C.S.  attending  the  membership  tea:  Mrs. 
N.  Bale,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Gremillion,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Fitzgerald,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Lacefield, 
Mrs.  A.  Ferguson,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Boyd,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Durham,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ambrose, 
and  Mrs.  A.  Carney. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Curtis 
Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier 
City,  Louisiana,  held  a  membership 
tea  in  conjunction  with  an  Officers’ 
training  period  on  Thursday,  Oc¬ 
tober  8. 

Guests  of  Honor  were  Shreve¬ 
port  District  Officers,  including 
District  Secretary  of  Promotion, 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Snelling,  District  Treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Eubanks,  District 
Secretary  of  Supply  Work,  Mrs. 
Noel  Barnes  and  District  Secretary 
of  the  W.S.G.  Miss  Hazel  Cooper. 

As  the  honored  guests  arrived, 
they  were  presented  with  corsages 
by  the  local  President,  Mrs.  Nor¬ 
man  Bale.  The  corsages  were  gold 
chrysanthemums  tied  with  blue 
ribbon  in  keeping  with  the  colors 
of  the  W.S.C.S. 

The  welcome  address  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Floyd  Durham  in 
an  unusual  way  when  she  opened 


a  gift  basket  laden  with  materials 
used  in  Society  work,  such  as  the 
Prayer  Calendar,  Program  book 
and  World  Bank. 

Rev.  Floyd  Durham  brought  the 
devotional  concerning  the  import¬ 
ance  of  women  today  as  compared 
to  years  ago. 

An  Officers’  training  period  fol¬ 
lowed,  with  each  guest  giving  an 
interesting  coverage  of  every  Of¬ 
ficer’s  particular  duty.  The  meeting 
was  dismissed  and  a  fellowship 
and  social  hour  followed. 

Refreshments  were  served  from 
a  table  covered  with  a  silver  metal¬ 
lic  cloth  centered  with  a  crystal 
bowl  and  tray  holding  an  arrange¬ 
ment  of  dyed  pampas  grass  in 
beautiful  pastel  shades.  Silver  can¬ 
delabra  held  pastel  pink  candles 
and  coffee  and  hot  spiced  tea  were 
poured  from  a  silver  service  with 
Mrs.  Leon  Stokes  presiding. 


World  Community 
Day  Nov.  6 


American  church  women  are  no 
longer  satisfied  merely  to  fill  mis¬ 
sionary  barrels  for  their  sisters 
around  the  world,  say  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  New  York  City.  “A  quite 
different  era  has  arrived,”  says 
United  Church  Women.  “Women  in 
the  explosively  developing  new 
countries  of  Asia  and  Africa  are 
today  asking  for  training  to  lead 
their  own  people.  They  want  to 
serve  as  nurses,  teachers,  doctors, 
social  workers  and  technicians  for 
their  friends  and  neighbors,  often 
to  teach  them  to  read  and  write,  to 
cook  and  sew  and  to  exercise  their 
new  rights  of  citizenship.  The 
women  in  American  churches  are 
responding  in  many  ways. 

Through  special  programs  that 
run  through  the  summer  and  fall, 
building  toward  World  Community 
Day  on  the  first  Friday  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  they  are  learning  how  to  help 
women  in  the  newly  emerging 
countries  help  themselves.” 

The  1959  World  Community  Day, 
to  be  celebrated  November  6  by 
more  than  2,300  local  and  state 
councils  of  church  women  through- 


Little  Rock  Annual 
Report  Dedicated 
To  Mrs.  Williams 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Williams. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Terry,  recording  sec¬ 
retary  and  editor  of  the  report,  says 
“Dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Cora- 
lee  Gannaway  Williams,  President 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Wom¬ 
an’s  Missionary  Society,  1914-1922.” 

She  also  served  as  historian  of 
the  conference,  and  rendered  inval¬ 
uable  service  in  her  history  of  the 
women’s  missionary  work  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  to  1940. 
These  are  on  file  in  the  Records 
room  <5f  the  Methodist  Headquarters 
Building  in  Little  Rock  for  anyone 
needing  information  about  this 
period. 

out  the  country,  is  focusing  atten¬ 
tion  specifically  upon  the  women 
of  Ghana  and  of  the  South  Seas. 
The  offerings  of  the  day  will  help 
them  achieve  some  of  their  educa¬ 
tional  goals. 


RUSTON  DISTRICT  ZONE  MEETINGS 

Zone  I— October  28,  1959—2  p.m.  First  Methodist  Church,  Homer,  La. 

Zone  II— December  2,  1959—10  a.m . First  Methodist  Church,  Minden 

Zone  III — To  be  Announced  Later 

Zone  IV— October  27,  1959—2  p.m. . First  Methodist  Church,  Gibsland 


News  In  Brief 

Committee  and  circle  chairmen 
reports  were  given  at  the  October 
meeting  of  the  West  Lake  Method¬ 
ist  church  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  with  the  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guillory,  presiding. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the 
collect  read  by  the  president.  The 
treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grout,  made 
her  report  and  spoke  to  the  group 
regarding  the  World  Banks. 

The  W.  S.  C.  S.  members  were 
asked  to  take  part  in  the  program 
in  observance  of  Laymen’s  Sunday, 
October  18.  Those  asked  to  par¬ 
ticipate  by  occupying  the  pulpit  for 
the  8:30  a.m.  service  were  Mrs.  Bill 
Davis,  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Chester  Fronozek  and  Mrs.  John 
M.  LeTard. 

Good  programming  and  good  at¬ 
tendance  for  the  social  circle  meet¬ 
ings  were  reported  by  Mrs.  Law¬ 
rence  H.  Cashen,  Mrs.  Frank  Simp¬ 
son  and  Mrs.  Jim  Compton. 

Plans  were  discussed  and  assign¬ 
ments  made  for  the  book  study  on 
the  United  Nations  to  be  held  in 
October. 

The  program  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Carl  Newhouse  using  the  topic 
“We’ve  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the  Na¬ 
tion.”  Mrs.  John  Farrell  used  the 
topic  “Those  Who  Turn  the  World 
Upside  Down.”  Mrs.  Frank  Simp¬ 
son,  the  topic  “The  Churches  and 
the  United  Nations.” 

The  Nettie  Hebert  circle,  with 
Mrs.  Bob  Blomquits  chairman,  will 
present  the  November  program. 

The  closing  prayer  was  by  Mrs. 
Audrey  Roberts. 


The  focus  of  attention  of  the  Mc¬ 
Guire  W.S.C.S.,  in  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 


trict,  for  the  month  of  October  has 
been  the  work  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  A  special  observance  of  UN 
Day  was  held  at  the  church  Tues¬ 
day  October  20.  A  commemorative 
luncheon  featuring  an  Internation¬ 
al  Dinner  was  served  at  the  noon 
hour. 

The  program  for  the  day  consist¬ 
ed  of  an  illustrated  talk  on  World 
Refugee  Year,  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Alex¬ 
ander,  and  MLrs.  Lavelle  Johnston. 
Press  releases  of  Jan.  20,  1959,  an¬ 
nounced  the  opening  of  offices  in 
New  York  and  Geneva,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Special  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  implement  the  aims  of 
the  World  Refugee  Year  as  defined 
in  the  resolution. 

A  news  digest  of  the  14th  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  in  action  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Henry  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Blackwell. 

An  appeal  was  made  by  Mrs. 
John  Richie,  for  commemorative 
postage  stamps.  These  stamps  will 
be  redeemed  by  Church  World 
Service  in  exchange  for  food  and 
medicine  for  the  world’s  needy 
children. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Frank,  teacher  of  the 
class  sessions,  pointed  out  the  fact 
that  in  every  country  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  been  at  work  the 
way  has  been  paved  for  success 
with  the  UN  Technical  Assistance 
programs.  Christians  can  help 
themselves  and  others  overcome 
fear  and  hysteria  that  may  be 
aroused  by  defense  preparations 
and  talk  of  atomic  bombs  by  ac¬ 
quiring  a  knowledge  of  the  con¬ 
structive  forces  working  for  world 
understanding,  such  as,  The  World 
Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations. 


Shreveport  District  Officers  attending  the  membership  tea  at  Curtis 
Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  left  to  right:  District  Secretary  of 
Supply  Work,  Mrs.  Noel  Barnes;  District  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Eubanks; 
District  Secretary  of  the  W.S.G.,  Miss  Hazel  Cooper  and  District  Secretary 
of  Promotion,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Snelling. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Faculty  members  of  the  Lafayette  Methodist  Training  School,  held 
September  28,  29,  and  30th  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  are  pic¬ 
tured  from  left  to  right:  Miss  Geneala  Van  Valkenbergh,  who  taught 
"Working  With  Nursery  Children";  Mrs.  A.  S.  Hurley,  "Working  With 
Kindergarten  Children ";  Mrs.  Edward  Haun,  " Working  With  Junior  Chil¬ 
dren";  Rev.  Allen  Jernigan,  " Understanding  Youth";  Mrs.  Charles  Learner, 
"Working  With  Primary  Children";  and  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Dean.  Rev. 
George  Dameron,  who  taught  " Adult  Work  in  the  Church  School,"  is  not 
shown  in  the  picture. 


THE  TOTAL  ENLISTMENT 
OF  EVERY  MEMBER 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

to  believe  that  a  proportionate 
number  come  to  Methodist  parents. 
Total  enlistment  calls  for  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  every  baby,  his  enrollment 
as  a  preparatory  member,  and  his 
Christian  nurture  until  he  ratifies 
and  makes  his  own  the  act  of  dedi¬ 
cation  performed  on  his  behalf.  Yet 
a  study  of  the  number  of  prepara¬ 
tory  members  reported  in  our  con¬ 
ference  journals  leads  one  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  have  not  shown  due 
diligence  in  feeding  the  lambs.  With 
proper  care  for  our  babies  alone,  I 
venture  to  say  that  The  Methodist 
Church  could  add  an  additional  one 
hundred  thousand  members  each 
year  on  confession  of  faith. 

Total  Enlistment  calls  for  our 
membership  to  be  evangelistic. 
There  are  thousands  of  churches 
which  have  had  no  additions  on 
confession  of  faith  within  the  past 
year.  A  barren  church  is  on  its 
way  to  becoming  a  dead  church, 
and  a  dead  church  is  not  far  from 
becoming  an  abandoned  church. 
Thus  our  opportunity  to  minister 
to  the  needs  of  scattered  sheep 
passes  by  forever. 

Total  Enlistment  means  that  ev¬ 
ery  member  will  be  missionary.  If 
he  cannot  go  himself,  he  will  make 
it  possible  for  others  to  go.  Down 
the  years  we  have  given  dimes 
when  we  should  have  given  dollars, 
and  sent  a  trickle  of  missionaries 
when  we  should  have  sent  armies 
of  them.  China  was  once  wide 
open  to  the  ministry  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  We  had  a  full  century 
and  more  to  capture  China  for 
Christ,  but  we  went  so  late  and 
sent  so  few  that  now  we  find  the 
bamboo  curtain  closing  us  out. 
Shall  this  be  repeated  in  India, 
Malaya,  Latin  America,  and  across 
the  world?  Total  Enlistment  makes 
demands  upon  the  pocketbook  and 
every  member  can  go  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  or  help  to  send  others  to  tell 
the  story  of  Christ’s  redeeming  love 
to  the  nations. 

The  “Total  Enlistment  of  Every 
Member”  is  not  simply  a  pleasing 
slogan,  but  a  tremendous  challenge 
to  implement.  This  enlistment  must 
begin  with  each  individual  and  be 
carried  to  every  member,  until  ten 
million  strong  we  answer  the  call. 
The  Church  must  be  aroused.  She 
must  be  made  to  see  her  opportun¬ 
ity  and  caused  to  seize  it.  The  very 
thought  of  ten  million  Methodists, 
going  from  the  altar  of  dedication 
to  undertake  to  win  the  world  for 
Christ  should  be  challenge  enough 
to  make  us  hear  God’s  call  and  to 
answer  it,  “Here  am  I,  send  me.” 

It  is  said  there  are  nearly  twenty 
million  teen-age  young  people  in 
our  nation  who  are  not  in  any 
church.  We  must  reach  the  youth 
of  our  churches  and  call  them  to 
follow  the  “Young  and  Fearless 
Prophet”  in  total  enlistment  and 
deep  dedication.  Through  these 
young  people,  so  dedicated,  we  may 
hope  to  reach  a  multitude  of  youth 
who  are  completely  out  of  the  orbit 
of  the  influence  of  Christian  nur¬ 
ture. 

Christ  said,  “let  the  little  children 
come  unto  me,”  and  here  is  a  call 
to  remove  every  obstacle  and  let 
the  children  have  the  ministry  of 
the  Church.  Again  and  again  as  I 
travel  along  the  highways  to  reach 
an  appointment  on  Sunday  I  see 
little  children  about  houses  where 
they  have  no  thought  of  going  to 
the  church.  Their  parents  and  they 


L.  L.  DeGood  of  Weiner,  Arkansas 
was  honored  by  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  town  of  Weiner, 
Sunday,  September  27,  1959  for  his 
fifty  years  of  service  as  a  Christian 
worker  in  the  church  and  communi¬ 
ty.  He  was  Sunday  School  superin¬ 
tendent  at  the  old  Union  Church 
where  all  the  protestant  faiths  wor¬ 
shipped  together  for  many  years. 
Then,  after  the  different  denomina¬ 
tions  built  their  own  churches,  he 
served  the  Methodist  Church  and  is 
still  active  at  the  age  of  83.  A  large 
three  tiered  cake  with  fifty  candles 
was  presented  to  Mr.  DeGood  and 
an  organ  was  placed  in  the  church 
in  his  honor. 


must  be  reached. 

The  early  Methodists  kept  up 
with  their  members  by  forming 
them  into  classes  with  tried  and 
true  leaders.  We  have  discarded 
this-  valuable  form  of  shepherding 
the  flock.  For  this  Year  of  Total 
Enlistment  we  would  do  well  to  di¬ 
vide  the  entire  membership  into 
groups  of  twelve,  with  a  leader  for 
each  group.  It  would  be  his  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  visit  them  and  get 
each  one  to  take  a  forward  step, 
and  during  the  year  to  lead  him 


Training  School 
Held  at  Franklin 
First  Church 

A  three  unit  leadership  training 
school  was  held  last  week  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Franklin, 
La. 

The  three  courses  included  “Teach¬ 
ing  Children”  taught  by  Mrs. 
Charles  F.  Learner  of  Baton  Rouge; 
“Teaching  Youth,”  taught  by  Rev. 
Burl  Moreland,  pastor  of  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette, 
“Christian  Worship,”  taught  by  the 
pastor  of  the  Franklin  Church,  Dr. 
Albert  S.  Hurley. 

Natchitoches  First 
Church  Holds 
Dedication  Service 

The  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  La.,  observed  its  an¬ 
nual  dedication  of  Church  School 
officers  and  teachers  at  the  Sunday 

step  by  step  to  total  enlistment. 

This  method  requires  work,  plan¬ 
ning,  self-denial  on  the  part  of  the 
leaders,  and  continuous  follow  up. 
Any  church  which  faithfully  fol¬ 
lows  this  plan  will  experience  a 
genuine  revival,  an  evangelistic 
fervor,  a  missionary  outreach,  and 
will  come  very,  very  close  to  reach¬ 
ing  our  goal  of  total  enlistment  of 
every  member. 

The  total  enlistment  of  every 
member  is  our  God-given  assign¬ 
ment  for  this  final  year  of  .  the 
quadrennium.  Shall  we  move  in 
upon  this  task,  or  indifferently  pass 
it  by?  The  welfare  of  our  Church, 
yea,  and  the  coming  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  await  our  answer. 

May  all  of  us  stand  beside  that 
doughty  warrior  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  declare,  “I  know  not  what 
others  may  do,  but  as  for  me  and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord,” 
and  be  among  the  first  to  appear 
at  the  high  altar  of  God  to  offer 
ourselves  for  total  enlistment! 


YOUTH  NEWS 

Holly  Grove  Youth 
Raise  $1300 
For  the  Church 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Holly  Grove,  Arkansas,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Reid,  have  raised  a  total  of  $1300 
toward  air-conditioning  the  church. 
The  group  of  some  20  young  people 
started  their  project  last  fall  and 
have  raised  the  bulk  of  the  money 
doing  odd  jobs  in  their  spare  time. 
They  wash  windows  and  cars,  rake 
yards,  haul  trash,  sell  rummage, 
collect  scrip-iron,  and  advertise  to 
“Call  us— We’ll  Do  the  Job!” 

West  Lake  Youth 
To  Take  Part  In 
UNICEF  Drive 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  West  Lake,  Louisiana,  Meth¬ 
odist  church  voted  recently  to  take 
part  in  the  annual  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund  Halloween  pro¬ 
gram,  “Trick  or  Treat  for  UNICEF.” 

The  groups  participating  and  their 
counselors  are:  The  Junior  MYF 
with  adult  counselors  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  R.  Burch;  The  Intermediate  MYF 
guided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Ap¬ 
pleby;  and  the  Senior  MYF  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Fanta,  serving  as 
adult  leaders. 

In  outlining  the  program  the  lead¬ 
er  pointed  out  that  last  year  more 
than  two  million  American  young¬ 
sters  participated  in  the  biggest 
project  ever  carried  out  by  children 
to  help  children. 

Sammy  Burch,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch,  emphasized 
in  her  report  to  the  Intermediate 
group  that  each  penny  collected  by 
the  Trick  or  Treaters  wearing  the 
UNICEF  black  and  orange  tag  Hal¬ 
loween  night  can  mean  five  glasses 
of  milk  for  a  needy  child  overseas, 
or  the  BCG  vaccine  to  protect  him 
from  tuberculosis.  A  nickel’s  worth 
of  UNICEF  penicillin  will  cure  a 
child  of  yaws,  a  crippling  tropical 
disease,  Miss  Burch  stated. 

In  carrying  out  the  program  it  is 
the  desire  of  all  participating  to 
provide  better  health  for  children 
all  over  the  world. 

The  West  Lake  groups  will  meet 
at  the  church  for  the  “Trick  or 
Treat  for  UNICEF”  party,  and  will 
be  accompanied  by  their  counselors. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Miller  will 
lead  the  Intermediate  group  in  the 
absence  of  tile  Applebys  who  will 
be  out  of  town. 

evening  service,  September  27th. 

Certificates  of  appreciation  to 
teachers  who  had  served  five  con¬ 
secutive  years  or  more  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  following  persons: 
Mrs.  Eva  Nichols,  Mrs.  Ben  More¬ 
land,  Mrs.  Raymond  Sanders,  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Brown,  Mrs.  Ed  Pierson,  Mrs. 
Joe  Pierson,  Mrs.  Jack  Fisher,  Miss 
Mary  Winters,  Miss  Catherine  Win¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Mason  Salter,  Jack  Fish¬ 
er,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Miller  and  Weldon 
Middleton. 

The  following  persons  are  those 
installed  as  workers  for  the  year 
October  1,  1959-September  30,  1960: 
General  Officers;  Weldon  Middleton, 
Sunday  School  superintendent;  Bob¬ 
by  Monk,  assistant;  Mrs.  T.  L.  Mil¬ 
ler,  secretary;  Mrs.  Preston  Nealy, 
literature;  W.  P.  Cummings,  Fellow¬ 
ship  superintendent;  and  Mrs.  Sid 
Bright,  Jr.,  educational  assistant. 
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Pictured  are  Mrs.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  and  Norman  Fletcher,  seated; 
standing,  left  to  right.  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Camden,  Arkansas.  Rev.  Mr.  Bagley  was  a  friend 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Pearce  during  his  early  ministry,  and  was  conducting  the  revival 
services  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches  during  the  week  of  the 
anniversary  celebration. 


Natchitoches  Pastor  Honored  With 
Recognition  of  25  Years  in  the  Ministry 

The  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor,  First  Methodist  Church,  Natch¬ 
itoches,  was  honored  at  a  church  supper,  October  14,  in  recognition  of 
having  completed  25  years  in  the  ministry.  The  silver  anniversary  gift, 
in  behalf  of  members  of  the  church,  was  a  sterophonic  high  fidelity  set. 
Norman  Fletcher,  a  leader  in  the  youth  program,  conducted  a  “This  Is 
Your  Life”  type  program  before  an  overflow  crowd. 


This  event  took  place  during  the 
annual  fall  revival  of  the  church. 
The  guest  evangelist  was  Dr.  Roy 
Bagley  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Camden, .  Arkansas.  This  revival 
attracted  record  crowds;  on  one  oc¬ 
casion,  the  attendance  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
church. 

Special  guests  at  the  supper  were 
Rev.  Mr.  Pearce’s  father,  mother 
and  brother  and  family  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Pearce,  Sr.,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  David  Pearce  and  family. 

Hugh  Bernard,  charge  lay  lead¬ 
er,  comments  that  the  Natchitoches 
church,  under  Mr.  Pearce,  has  en¬ 
joyed  “remarkable  growth”  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  three  years.  The 
building  fund  is  in  very  good  shape, 
a  $25,000  Wicks  pipe  organ  has 
been  installed  and  nearly  paid  for 
and,  according  to  Mr.  Bernard,  the 
youth  program  is  outstanding. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  born  at  Belcher 
and  reared  at  Gilliam,  Louisiana. 
He  completed  high  school  at  Belch¬ 
er  and  entered  John  Brown  School 
at  Siloam  Springs,  Arkansas,  in  the 
fall  of  1931.  He  soon  became  a 
student  pastor,  conducting  services 
in  school  houses  in  this  section  of 
the  Ozarks.  A  year  later  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  in  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  assigned  to  the 
Cincinnati  Circuit  where  he  served 
until  1935.  In  this  year  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  schooling  at  Siloam 
Springs  and  entered  Centenary  Col¬ 


lege  in  Shreveport,  obtaining  the 
AB  degree  in  the  summer  of  1936. 
The  Kentucky  Avenue  Mission  and 
assistant  pastorship  of  Mangham 
Methodist  Church  claimed  his  time 
as  a  student  pastor. 

The  period  of  1936-1939  marked 
his  time  in  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
he  obtained  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
Degree.  During  this  time  he  was 
the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Whitney,  Tex.,,  for  the  most  of 
one  year  and  conducted  revivals 
in  the  summers. 

In  September,  1939,  he  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Broadmoor  section  of 
Shreveport  to  build  a  new  church 
and  served  in  this  church  until  1943 
when  he  volunteered  for  the  U.  S. 
Navy  chaplaincy.  He  served  with 
Navy  and  Marine  Aviation  on  both 
east  and  west  coasts  and  on  Okin¬ 
awa. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  La.,  claimed  his  serv¬ 
ices  for  a  brief  period  in  1946.  He 
was  then  assigned  to  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  be¬ 
coming  their  first  full  time  pastor. 
The  membership  increased  during 
the  4-year  period  from  110  to  440 
and  a  parsonage  and  educational 
building  were  erected. 

For  six  years  he  was  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  De- 


Staff  Named  for 
“The  Conglomerate” 
At  Centenary 

Members  of  the  staff  of  “The  Con¬ 
glomerate,”  student  newspaper  at 
Centenary  College,  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Patsy  Stamps  o  f 
Shreveport,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
weekly  publication. 

Miss  Stamps  said  Joe  Chambers 
of  Shreveport  is  serving  as  business 
manager,  David  Graham  of  Keith- 
ville  as  circulation  manager  and 
Jerry  Mitchell  of  Shreveport  as 
staff  photographer. 

Members  of  the  desk  staff  are  as 
follows:  George  Acton,  Plain  Deal¬ 
ing;  Ricky  Biggs,  Jim  Daigle,  Gin- 
ny  Emerson  and  Dollie  Miller,  all 
of  Shreveport,  and  Kathy  Mack  of 
Port  Arthur,  Texas. 

Reporters  are  the  following:  Sar¬ 
ah  Liberto,  Bill  Sanders,  Betty 
Schmitt  and  Dave  White,  all  of 
Shreveport;  Elsa  Rocquin,  Metairie; 
Carolyn  Seorcy,  Benton,  Ark.;  Sandi 
Vickers,  Smackover,  Ark.;  Patsy 
West,  Weeks,  and  Sandra  Whitlock, 
Lake  Charles. 

Also,  Caroline  Birchett,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.;  Kay  Cooper,  Sulphur; 
Nancy  Dixon,  Camden,  Ark.;  Maury 
Johnston,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and 
Judy  Meredith,  Atlanta,  Tex. 

The  publication  is  distributed 
each  Friday  on  the  local  campus. 


Ridder,  leading  the  membership  in 
program  building,  the  erection  of  an 
educational  building  and  the  or¬ 
ganizing  of  a  new  church,  Wesley 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin  assigned  him  to  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Natchitoches  in 
June,  1956  which  is  his  present 
challenge  in  the  work. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Frances 
McCoy  of  Gatesville,  Texas  and  a 
graduate  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  on  September  12,  1940. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children:  Glenelle,  Don  Samford, 

Jean  Evelyn,  and  Carl  Wesley. 


Centenary 
College  News 

A  series  of  three  worship  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  topic  of  effective  wor¬ 
ship  is  being  presented  by  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  on 
successive  Thursday  evenings  in 
the  Religious  Center  at  Centenary 
College.  The  series  opened  with  a 
discussion  on  the  subject,  “Why 
Worship,”  followed  by  one  on  the 
topic,  “What  Worship?”  The  con¬ 
cluding  discussion,  to  be  presented 
this  evening,  will  be  on  “How  Wor¬ 
ship?” 


A  coed  marching  unit  has  been 
formed  from  among  30  members  of 
the  Pep  Squad  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  Function  of  the  unit  will  be 
to  perform  intricate  drills  in  par¬ 
ades  and  for  other  public  occasions 
and  to  assist  in  promoting  school 
spirit  on  the  campus.  Winston  Mill¬ 
er,  Noni  Miller  and  Ann  Moreneaux 
are  serving  as  drill  instructors  for 
the  unit. 


The  U.  S.  Air  Force  Band,  direct¬ 
ed  by  Col.  George  C.  Howard,  pre¬ 
sented  a  concert  Monday  afternoon 
in  the  Haynes  Memorial  Gymnasi¬ 
um  to  launch  the  1959-60  Lyceum 
Series  at  Centenary  College.  Joseph 
M.  Running,  director  of  the  school 
of  music  and  chairman  of  the  Ly¬ 
ceum  committee,  presided  at  the 
program.  The  second  Lyceum  event 
will  be  presented  tomorrow,  when 
the  Pamplona  Choir  from  Pamp¬ 
lona,  Spain,  will  present  a  program 
in  the  gymnasium. 

The  Centenary  College  school  of 
music  was  presented  with  a  second 
grand  piano  recently  by  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Roberts  of  Shreveport,  widow  of 
the  late  well-known  attorney.  The 
Chickering  grand  piano  will  be  used 
by  advanced  students,  according  to 
Joseph  M.  Running,  director  of  the 
school  of  music.  Several  weeks  ago, 
the  school  received  a  Steinway 
grand  piano  from  Miss  Eunice  Mea¬ 
dows  of  Ruston  after  Running 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  an  over¬ 
flow  enrollment  in  the  school  of 
music  necessitated  the  obtaining  of 
additional  instruments. 


On  Sunday,  October  18,  laymen  of  the  Wisner  Methodist  Church  were 
in  charge  of  the  morning  and  evening  services.  Pictured  here  is  the  Men's 
Choir  which  sang  for  the  morning  service.  Left  to  right,  back  row:  C.  D. 
Coburn,  Jr.,  Walter  Knotts,  Frank  Spann,  Walter  Roach,  David  Huckaby. 
First  row:  George  Carroll,  Cecil  Brewer,  Grady  Coburn,  Dale  Huckaby,  John 
Brewer,  Alvin  Moore,  and  F.  H.  Bates. 

Miss  Alice  Ruth  Herrington,  student  at  Centenary  College  and  former 
organist  of  Wisner  Methodist  Church,  played  for  the  service  and  Miss 
Dorothy  Roach,  minister  of  music,  directed.  W.  H.  Roach  was  in  charge 
of  the  service  with  Carleton  Johnson,  principal  of  Delhi  High  School,  as 
speaker. 

For  the  Sunday  evening  service  Cecil  Brewer,  a  member  of  the  choir, 
was  the  speaker.  Rev.  A.  W.  Coody  is  pastor. 


* 
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AFRICA:  Where  Methodism  Shapes  Nations 

By  Thoburn  T.  Brumbaugh 


ONE  S  EYES  AND  EARS  testify  that  Methodism  is  playing  an  im¬ 
portant  role  in  Africa  today. 

For  example,  the  Methodist  missionary  program  in  Liberia  has 
helped  bring  to  leadership  some  of  the  nation’s  outstanding  men. 
Frequent  reference  is  made  to  President  William  Tubman  as  a  product  of 
Methodist  training;  but  there  are  many  others  who  are  influential,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  country’s  educational  life,  including  the  new  president  of  the 
University  of  Liberia  in  Monrovia.  More  than  any  other  institution,  the 
Methodist  College  of  West  Africa  has  shaped  the  destiny  of  this  oldest 
republic  on  the  Continent. 


However,  there  is  need  for  far 
more  educational  work  by  America 
and  other  missionary  agencies 
throughout  Africa,  especially  in 
bringing  to  literacy  the  teeming 
millions  of  newly-awakened  peo¬ 
ples.  In  many  of  the  new  nations, 
and  even  in  the  colonies  not  yet 
advanced  to  nationhood,  the  great¬ 
est  need  is  for  elementary  schools 
which  will  raise  the  level  of  literacy 
to  more  than  the  small  percentage 
of  populace  who  now  can  read  and 
write.  British  and  American  Meth¬ 
odists  can  be  proud  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  past.  Yet, 
if  a  sufficient  number  of  Africans 
currently  emerging  to  citizenship 
are  not  adequately  prepared  for 
their  new  duties  and  responsibili¬ 
ties,  the  latter  state  of  the  erst¬ 
while  Dark  Continent  may  be 
worse  than  the  first. 

With  respect  to  racial  and  inter¬ 
national  relations  also,  Methodists 
can  well  be  proud  of  their  impact 
on  Africa.  In  Liberia,  of  course, 
Americans  are  guests  of  a  Negro 
republic,  and  segregation  and  dis¬ 
crimination  are  unthinkable.  This 
results  in  an  interracial  camara¬ 
derie  which  is  refreshing.  The 
leadership  of  Bishop  Prince  A. 
Taylor,  of  the  Rev.  William  Brown, 
and  the  Rev.  U.  S.  Gray,  as  Ameri¬ 
can  Negro  workers  among  the  Li¬ 
berians,  is  so  acceptable  as  to  com¬ 
mand  the  sending  of  many  more 
such  representatives  of  American 
Methodism  for  Christian  work  in 
Africa. 

In  other  places  as  well,  Negro 
missionaries  are  rendering  valiant 
service.  They  not  only  represent 
the  multi-racial  character  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  of  the  Methodist 
Church;  they  also  help  to  bridge 
the  gulf  that  all  too  easily  develops 
between  white  missionaries  and  the 
African  people.  At  the  same  time, 
genuine  appreciation  must  be  ex¬ 
pressed  for  the  presence  and  service 
of  those  who  are  of  Scandinavian 
and  other  European  descent.  They 
often  give  voice  to  perspectives 
quite  different  from  those  prevail¬ 
ing  among  American  missionaries, 
thus  adding  broader  dimensions  to 
our  witness  for  Christ. 

Again,  as  one  sees  our  mission¬ 
aries  working  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  their  African  colleagues  it  is 
clear  that,  whether  in  church,  in 
school,  or  in  gatherings  in  Chris¬ 
tian  homes,  the  Church  is  giving  a 
bold  and  Christlike  lead  toward 
solutions  to  many  of  the  problems 
confronting  Africa  today. 

Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent 
than  on  some  of  the  remarkably 
large  mission  stations  which  are 
characteristic  of  Methodist  and 
other  Protestant  efforts  to  reach 
the  rural  masses  in  Africa.  These 
complex  institutions  often  operate 
on  several  hundreds  or  even  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  of  land  which  might 


otherwise  be  undeveloped.  Educa¬ 
tion  from  elementary  grades 
through  high  school  is  usually  of¬ 
fered  there,  together  with  boarding 
facilities  for  those  who  come  from 
far  away  regions.  Hospital  and 
clinical  services  are  also  provided 
for  the  community,  sometimes  ex¬ 
tending  their  outreach  over  a  fifty- 
mile  radius.  Institutions  for  train¬ 
ing  pastors,  religious  education 
workers,  and  school  teachers  are 
also  part  of  such  programs.  Voca¬ 
tional  courses,  and  especially  dem¬ 
onstration  and  extension  work  in 
agriculture,  make  practical  use  of 
the  large  acreage  of  these  “mis¬ 
sions.”  Chapels  established  in  the 
villages  round  about  bring  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  its  manifold  forms  of  minis¬ 
tration  to  non-Christian  homes  and 
community  life. 

There  are  many  problems  relating 
to  such  institutional  missionary  en¬ 


Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Brumbaugh, 
an  executive  secretary  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  World  Missions,  was  on 
a  visit  to  Africa  missions  when 
he  wrote  this  appraisal  from 
Nairobi,  in  Kenya. 


deavors,  but  the  gradual  integration 
of  African  leadership  into  what  at 
first  may  have  been  an  almost  en¬ 
tirely  white  “colony,”  now  serves 
to  demonstrate  the  all-around 
character  of  practical  Christianity. 
The  steady  increase  in  churches 
and  schools  inspired  by  these  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  provided  with 
trained  native  leaders,  testifies  to 
the  effectiveness  of  such  missionary 
methods  in  Africa.  How  long  they 
will  continue  in  this  pattern  will 
depend  on  how  well  they  serve  the 
newly-aroused  masses  as  they 
strive  upward  from  poverty  and  ig¬ 
norance  to  their  proper  place  un¬ 
der  the  African  sun. 

With  one  further  aspect  of  Meth¬ 
odist  work  among  the  African  peo¬ 
ple  the  visitor  is  deeply  impressed: 
namely,  with  the  extent  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  interdenominational  proj¬ 
ects  and  of  participation  in  the 
rapidly  developing  ecumenical 
Christian  cause.  In  Belgian  Congo 
and  in  Angola  most  Protestant 
leaders  emphasize  their  basic  uni¬ 
fying  relationship  with  “The 
Church  of  Christ,”  and  one  finds 
on  many  of  the  churches  the  name 
“Church  of  Christ  in  Congo”  (or  in 
Angola  as  the  case  may  be).  Care¬ 
fully  devised  comity  agreements 
assign  areas  to  various  constituent 
denominations  and  thus  avoid  many 
of  the  evils  of  overlapping  and 
competition.  Further,  there  are 
strong  councils  and  federations  of 
churches  which  coordinate  many  of 
the  activities  of  the  constituent 
bodies,  thus  presenting  a  united 
Protestant  front  where  such  cor¬ 
related  effort  and  influence  are 


needed.  These  church  councils  and 
their  member  denominations  are 
in  turn,  for  the  most  part,  related 
to  the  International  Missionary 
Council  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  thereby  integrating  the 
churches  of  Africa  with  the  larger 
cause  of  ecumenical  Christianity. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  of 
these  evidences  of  growing  Protes¬ 
tant  unity  (in  spirit,  if  not  in 
organization)  is  the  increasing  co¬ 
operation  of  Methodist  and  other 
denominations  in  theological  edu¬ 
cation.  Cases  in  point  are  the 
merging  of  American  and  British 
interests  in  theological  schools  in 
Salisbury  and  Old  Umtali,  Southern 
Rhodesia;  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Methodist  teacher  with  his  family 
to  a  Protestant  Episcopal  training 
school  in  Liberia,  presently  admin¬ 
istered  on  a  cooperative  basis;  and 
in  a  similar  assignment  of  work  and 
worker  to  a  joint  theological  school 
in  Angola  under  Congregational, 
Methodist,  and  United  Church  of 
Canada  auspices.  There  are  indeed 
so  many  such  examples  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  the  training  of  leadership 
for  the  evangelization  of  Africa  as 
to  give  assurance  of  more  rapid 
progress  in  achieving  Christian 
unity  in  the  future  than  has  char¬ 
acterized  the  age  of  diversity  of 
which  most  of  us  have  been  a  part. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  of 
which  a  Methodist  visitor  may  be 
proud  as  he  moves  about  Africa  to¬ 
day.  But  above  all  he  should  be 
both  humble  and  thankful  in  that 
God  has  chosen  the  Church  of  the 
Methodist’s  persuasion  to  have  such 
a  magnificent  share  in  bringing 
the  peoples  and  nations  of  Africa 
to  knowledge  of  an  eventually  to 
discipleship  in  the  Kingdom  of 
of  Christ  our  Lord. 

“Plainfield  is 
A  Frontier 99 

Church  extension  fostered  by  the 
Division  of  National  Missions  of 
The  Methodist  Church  is  the  theme 
of  the  October,  1959,  World  Service 
leaflet,  “Plainfield  is  a  Frontier,” 
now  in  distribution  to  Methodism’s 
28,000  ministers. 

The  fully  illustrated  four-page 
piece  unfolds  the  case  history  of  a 
125-year-old  church  located  in 
Plainfield,  Ind.,  a  few  miles  from 
Indianapolis.  Here  the  reader  sees 
an  established  congregation  awak¬ 
ened  to  the  need  for  moving  into 
new  and  larger  quarters  when  it  is 
caught  up  in  a  population  explos¬ 
ion. 

It  pictures  Plainfield  not  as  a 
frontier  town  at  the  edge  of  a  ter¬ 
ritorial  wilderness,  but  one  never¬ 
theless,  at  the  edge  of  the  “wilder¬ 
ness”  of  new  problems  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  created  by  the  face-chang¬ 
ing  continually  going  on  in  this 
country. 

The  leaflet  also  points  out  that  in 
addition  to  those  hundreds  of 
churches  using  extension  funds  for 
expansion  purposes,  some  900  new 
Methodist  congregations  have  been 
established  in  the  past  four  years 
with  the  help  of  this  World  Serv¬ 
ice  Agency. 


Bible  Commentary 
For  Laymen  is 
Now  Available 

A  Bible  commentary  written  ex¬ 
pressly  for  laymen  will  begin  dis¬ 
tribution  over  the  entire  English- 
speaking  world  in  October.  Twen¬ 
ty-five  recognized  scholars  write 
the  Layman’s  Bible  Commentary  in 
a  narrative  style  especially  designed 
for  lay  readers’  study. 

Five  books  will  appear  this  year, 
with  four  more  each  October  until 
the  25  volume  series  is  completed 
in  1964.  Biblical  books  covered  in 
the  first  year’s  commentary  are 
Genesis  (Vol.  2),  Hosea,  Joel,  Amos, 
Obadiah,  and  Jonah  (Vol.  14),  Luke 
(Vol.  18),  Galatians,  Ephesians, 
Philippians,  and  Colossians  (Vol. 
22).  A  Comprehensive  Introduction 
to  the  Bible  (Vol.  1)  accompanies 
the  four  commentary  volumes,  and 
includes  sections  on  the  nature  of 
revelation,  the  Bible’s  principal 
message,  history  of  man’s  response 
to  God,  means  of  studying  the 
Bible,  and  early  Biblical  manu¬ 
scripts,  translations,  and  printings. 

Publishers  in  three  countries 
will  print  the  commentary  simul¬ 
taneously.  They  anticipate  trans¬ 
lations  into  French,  Spanish,  Portu¬ 
guese,  Japanese,  and  various  Afri¬ 
can  dialects. 

Authors,  both  American  and 
European,  represent  the  Baptist, 
Congregational,  Episcopal,  Luther¬ 
an,  Methodist,  and  Presbyterian  de¬ 
nominations.  They  include  Floyd 
V.  Filson  of  McCormick  Seminary, 
Charles  T.  Fritsch  and  Bruce  M. 
Metzger  of  Princeton  Seminary, 
Archibald  M.  Hunter  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Aberdeen,  Paul  S.  Minear 
of  Yale  Divinity  School,  G.  Ernest 
Wright  of  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
and  others. 

John  Knox  Press,  which  super¬ 
vises  the  commentary’s  production, 
has  announced  a  special  price  of 
$2.00  per  volume,  or  $1.75  each  in 
purchases  of  four  or  more  books  in 
the  United  States. 


“You  Can  Have 
A  New  Life ” 

Modern  man  is  plagued  by  anxie¬ 
ty,  insecurity,  and  apprehension 
thrust  upon  him  by  the  pressures, 
tensions,  and  frustrations  of  con¬ 
temporary  living,  but  YOU  CAN 
HAVE  A  NEW  LIFE!  by  Everett 
W.  Palmer  suggests  that  man  can 
build  a  new  life  upon  a  faith  that 
sustains,  a  holiness  that  cleanses,  a 
hope  that  heals,  and  a  love  that 
empowers.  This  is  the  good  news 
for  all  men,  Dr.  Palmer  states  in 
his  discussion  of  worry  and  how  to 
stop  it;  temptation  and  how  to  de¬ 
feat  it;  loneliness  and  how  to  han¬ 
dle  it;  sorrow  and  how  to  conquer 
it.  Published  by  Abingdon  Press. 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Eighty-f  our  American  Indians, 
Spanish-speaking  Americans  and 
Eskimo  young  people  have  enrolled 
in  college  this  fall,  thanks  to  scho¬ 
larship  grants  ($200  to  $1,000  each) 
from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  Congregational  Christian 
Churches.  The  grants,  totalling 
$40,000,  are  part  of  the  aid  to  mi¬ 
nority  groups  for  purposes  of  edu¬ 
cation  given  annually  by  the  higher 
education  and  American  Missionary 
Association  division  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions.  The  recipients  are 
68  American  Indians,  14  Spanish¬ 
speaking  Americans,  and  two  Eski¬ 
mos. 


Strong  support  for  family  plan¬ 
ning  as  part  of  the  answer  to  the 
world-wide  “population  explosion” 
is  given  in  the  report  of  a  special 
“Christian  Study  group,”  issued  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  New 
York  and  Geneva,  Switzerland.  Ac¬ 
cepting  the  thesis  that  the  limita¬ 
tion  or  spacing  of  children  is  “moral¬ 
ly  valid,”  the  church  group  held  that 
“there  appears  to  be  no  moral  dis¬ 
tinction  between  the  means  now 
known  or  practiced,  by  the  use  whe¬ 
ther  of  estimated  periods  of  infer¬ 
tility  or  of  artificial  barriers  to  the 
meeting  of  the  sperm  and  ovum — 
or  indeed  of  drugs  which  would,  if 
made  effective  and  safe,  inhibit  or 
control  ovulation  in  a  calculable 
way.”  Noting  that  the  current  popu¬ 
lation  explosion  which  means  an  an¬ 
nual  increase  of  50,000,000  persons 
causes  grave  “social,  political,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  even  religious  repercus¬ 
sions,”  the  study  group  states  that 
“its  shock  waves  buffet  countless 
human  families.”  The  study  group 
was  composed  of  21  persons — men 
and  women,  theologians,  doctors, 
and  specialists  on  the  family  and 
on  international  relations. 


Church  membership  in  the  United 
States  now  stands  at  a  record-break¬ 
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Christians  in  Hiroshima  Consider  P eace 

A  small  group  of  Western  Christians,  living  and  working  in  the  atom- 
bombed  city  of  Hiroshima,  Japan,  took  time  out  recently  to  put  on  paper 
some  of  their  thoughts  on  peace. 

The  statement  was  prepared  for  distribution  at  the  time  of  the  mass 
“Anti-Atom  and  Anti-Hydrogen  Bomb  Conference”  in  Hiroshima.  It  was 
sent  in  English  to  Western  Christians  attending  the  conference  and  in 
Japanese  to  Japanese  Christians. 


wide  contacts  with  others,  to  disci¬ 
pline  our  tendencies  to  all  negative 
feelings.  That  is,  we  seek  to  be  per¬ 
sons  of  peaceful  intensions — -filled 
with  the  love  of  Christ  toward  oth¬ 
ers.  At  the  same  time,  we  are  alert 
for  the  opportunity  to  give  definite 
and  practical  expression  to  our  in¬ 
tentions. 


ing  109,557,741  persons  according  to 
new  statistics  published  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  1960  Yearbook  of 
American  Churches.  The  figure  rep¬ 
resents  63  per  cent  of  the  country’s 
estimated  population  of  173,374,000 
— the  highest  ratio  of  church  mem¬ 
bership  in  U.S.  history.  It  is  a  gain 
of  5,368,063  persons  in  1958  or  a  rise 
of  five  per  cent  as  compared  to  a 
population  increase  during  the  same 
period  of  1.7  per  cent.  Of  the  new 
total  61,504,669  are  Protestants;  39,- 
509,508  are  Roman  Catholics;  5,500,- 
000  are  Jews;  and  2,545,318  are 
Eastern  Orthodox.  The  total  increase 
of  Protestant  bodies  during  the  year 
was  reported  at  2.8  per  cent.  The 
figures  on  Protestant  membership, 
based  on  statistics  filed  by  224 
churches,  show  the  Methodist 
Church  is  the  largest  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination  with  9,670,690  members. 
Second  is  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  with  9,202,205  and  third  is 
the  National  Baptist  Convention, 
U.S. A.,  Inc.  with  5,000,000  members. 


The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  has  elected  to  its 
executive  staff  a  Malayan  minister. 
He  is  the  first  person  from  an  over¬ 
seas  area  where  the  Methodist 
Church  has  mission  work  ever  to 
serve  on  the  staff  of  a  Methodist 
general  board  or  agency.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Ho  Seng  Ong,  a  Malayan  Chi¬ 
nese,  was  elected  associate  director 
of  the  department  of  field  cultiva¬ 
tion  in  the  Board’s  Joint  Section  of 
Education  and  Cultivation.  His  of¬ 
fice  will  be  in  New  York. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Garland  Stafford, 
superintendent  of  the  North  Wilkes- 
boro  (N.C.)  district  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  is  the  new  president  of  the 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship.  The 
Fellowship,  an  unofficial  group  of 
Methodist  laymen  and  ministers 
concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the 
rural  church,  held  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  recently  in  Wichita,  Kansas.  Dr. 
Stafford  succeeds  as  president  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Elliott  L.  Fisher,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  San  Jose  (Calif.)  dis¬ 
trict,  who  has  held  the  office  since 
1955.  Other  officers  elected  were  the 
Rev.  Russell  Hooy  of  Canal-Lewis- 
ville,  Ohio,  vice  president;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Harry  V.  Richardson,  president 
of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  B. 
B.  Curtis  of  Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  the  Rev.  C.  Edwin 
Murphy  of  Lexington,  Nebr.,  promo¬ 
tional  secretary;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clyde 
N.  Rogers  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  fi¬ 
nance  chairman;  and  the  Rev.  James 
Hankins  of  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship  Bulletin. 


Manufacturers  of: 

GOWNS 


•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


In  a  letter  accompanying  the 
statement  on  peace,  the  group  of 
Western  Christians  in  Hiroshima 
said:  “Our  statement  was  drawn  up 
largely  in  hopes  of  furthering  the 
aid  of  most  of  Hiroshima’s  respon¬ 
sible  citizens — that  this  (Anti- A 
and  H-Bomb)  conference  should  not 
be  politically  slanted  but  expressive 
of  mankind’s  purest,  most  humani¬ 
tarian  feelings.” 

The  statement,  which  was  com¬ 
mended  by  some  of  Hiroshima’s 
leading  Japanese  citizens  including 
the  mayor,  said  in  part. 

“The  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
hearts  is  the  compelling  force  which 
incites  us  to  make  efforts  for  peace. 
The  basis  of  our  thinking  and  the 
approach  of  our  action  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching  on  ‘taking  the  beam 
out  of  one’s  own  eye’,  ‘forgiving 
one’s  brother’  and  ‘being  recon¬ 
ciled.’  According  to  the  basis  and 
the  principles  of  our  concern,  we 
would  like  to  emphasize  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

“1.  As  for  war,  our  concern  is  not 
just  for  ourselves,  our  own  particu¬ 
lar  country,  or  any  one  race  or  class 
— it  is  worldwide,  embracing  all 
people. 

“2.  We  are  against  all  kinds  of 
war  and  violent  attempts  to  solve 
problems,  as  well  as  all  feelings  of 
anger,  blame  and  narrowness  that 
might  lead  to  violent  deeds. 

“3.  We  realize  that  we  are  not 
innocent  regarding  the  wars  of  the 
past  and  their  evil  consequences.  We 
are  repentant  before  God  and  our 
fellowmen  because  of  our  share  in 
mankind’s  guilt. 

“4.  We  strive  through  prayer  and 
self-reflection,  as  well  as  through 


“5.  Our  efforts  for  peace  must  in¬ 
clude  the  practical  expression  of 
help  to  the  victims  of  man’s  failure 
to  live  in  peace  in  the  past.  We, 
therefore,  include  in  our  quest  for 
peace  efforts  to  aid  the  victims  of 
the  atomic  bomb  and  are  assisting 
in  the  program  of  the  Christian 
Rehabilitation  Center  for  Hiroshima 
atomic  victims.” 
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that  inspire  .  .  . 

A  POCKET  PRAYER  BOOK, 

WHITE  DELUXE  EDITION,  by 

Ralph  S.  Cushman,  contains 
prayers,  quotations  and 
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THE  FAMILY  AT  PRAYER, 
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Friday,  October  16,  1959,  was  homecoming  day  at  Ruston  High  School. 
Among  the  five  girls  chosen  for  the  homecoming  court,  four  were  from 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston.  These  four  girls  were  Miss  Carol  Burk- 
halter,  a  senior  who  reigned  as  queen  of  the  homecoming  ceremonies.  Miss 
June  McKneely  and  Miss  Mary  Helen  Love,  both  seniors  and  Loyce  Garrett, 
daughter  of  Coach  L.  J.  Garrett  of  Ruston  High  School,  a  sophomore  stu¬ 
dent.  These  four  young  ladies  are  not  only  active  in  their  school  but  also  in 
their  church  and  its  activities. 


Fourth  Meeting 
Of  Wesley  Society 
Held  October  12 

Rev.  James  W.  Donaldson  opened 
the  fourth  meeting  of  the  Wesley 
Society  at  the  Lakeview  Restaurant 
at  5:45  p.m.  Monday,  October  12. 
Rev.  Jimmie  Stovall  led  the  invoca¬ 
tion  for  the  supper  meeting. 

The  first  Reading  Session  con¬ 
vened  at  7:15  p.m.  at  McNeese  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation.  Rev.  Ed  R.  Haug 
opened  the  reading  session  with 
prayer.  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  delivered 
the  first  paper  on  the  same  evening 
entitled  “The  Authority  of  the  Epis¬ 
copacy  and  the  Wesleyan  Tradition.” 
Dr.  Trice  also  followed  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  paper  with  an  informal 
instruction  on  “legislation  concern¬ 
ing  the  Central  Jurisdiction”  to  be 
presented  to  the  next  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
The  meeting  was  adjourned  by  the 
prayer  of  Rev.  George  Kreamer. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  8:15  a.m.  Dr. 
Trice  called  on  Rev.  James  Whit¬ 
taker  to  read  his  paper  entitled  “The 
Authority  of  the  Church  and  Her 
Right  to  Make  and  Enforce  Legisla¬ 
tion  in  Matters  of  Faith  and  Practice 
for  the  Ministry.” 

Mid-morning  brought  a  coffee- 
break  with  coffee  and  doughnuts 
furnished  by  the  McNeese  Wesley 
Foundation  and  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Jim  Wood. 

The  second  paper  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  Donald  M.  Risinger  and 
bore  the  title:  “The  Authority  of  the 
Church  and  Her  Right  to  Make  and 
Enforce  Legislation  for  Her  Laity  in 
Matters  of  Faith  and  Practice.” 

The  business  session  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Trice  and  a  new  slate  of 
officers  was  elected:  Rev.  Donald 
Risinger,  president;  Rev.  Ray  Bran- 
ton,  vice-president;  and  Rev.  James 
Adams,  secretary. 

Dr.  Trice  asked  for  suggestions 


concerning  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Wesley  Society.  Rev.  Mr.  Donaldson 
suggested  that  the  Wesley  Society 
hold  a  meeting  in  the  spring  in  a 
central  geographical  location  and  a 
location  convenient  to  all  brother¬ 
hood  relatives  and  have  as  the  topic 
of  discussion:  The  Doctrine  of 
Preaching  in  the  Wesleyan  Tradition 
to  be  functional  in  the  following 
way — one  paper  and  two  sermons. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  a  one-day 
meeting  with  time  and  place  to  be 
suggested  by  the  new  executive 
committee. 


Rev.  Mr.  Whittaker  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  to  Dr.  Trice  and  Mr.  Don¬ 
aldson  for  their  past  service  to  the 
Society  and  their  original  insight 
with  the  need  for  such  a  theological 
movement  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  our  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Trice  expressed  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  papers,  the  tenure  of 
service  of  Mr.  Donaldson  and  him¬ 
self  and  called  for  the  adjourning 
prayer.  Rev.  Roy  Mouser  adjourned 
the  fourth  meeting  of  the  Wesley 
Society  with  prayer. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  1  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers 
Homes 

Nov.  2-5  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Meeting, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 
Nov.  3-8  Methodist  Conference  on- 
Christian  Education,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio. 

Nov.  16  Monroe  District  Conference 
Nov.  17  Alexandria  District  Conference 
(Trinity  Church) 

Nov.  17  Ruston  District  Conference 
(Jonesboro) 

Nov.  18  Shreveport  District  Conference 
(Broadmoor  Church) 

Nov.  19  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Nov.  19  Lafayette  District  Conference 
Nov.  20  Lake  Charles  District  Conf. 
Nov.  22  Harvest  Festival  (Town  and 
Country  Commission) 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication.  _ , _ 


Eleventh  Observance  of  ICU  Sunday 


New  York  —  The  eleventh  annual 
observance  of  ICU  SUNDAY  will  be 
commemorated  by  American 
churches  next  year  on  June  19  to 
mark  the  founding  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Christian  University  in  Mita- 
ka-shi,  Tokyo,  Japan.  This  event  has 
been  celebrated  in  the  United  States 
each  year  on  the  Sunday  nearest  the 
actual  date  of  the  school’s  founding, 
June  15,  1949. 

Fifteen  major  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  in  North  America  contribute 
to  the  support  of  this  educational 
enterprise  through  the  Japan  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  Foun¬ 
dation  here.  They  are: 


American  Baptist  Convention; 
Christian  Churches  (Disciples  of 
Christ);  Church  of  the  Brethren; 
Congregational  Christian  Churches; 
The  Council  of  Community  Church¬ 
es;  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church;  The  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church;  The  Methodist 
Church;  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  U.  S.  A.,  Inc.;  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.;  The  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church;  Reformed  Church 
in  America;  Religious  Society  of 
Friends;  United  Church  of  Canada; 
and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.S.A. 


Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Jim  Dorman,  Jack  Womack,  E.  W.  Haley, 
Sr.,  and  Arnold  Ferguson ,  leading  laymen  who  participated  in  Laymen's  Day 
services  at  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church,  October  18.  With  them  (front, 
center)  is  Rev.  Charles  W.  Walker,  pastor  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Womack  brought  the  Laymen's  Day  message:  "What  the  Church 
Has  A  Right  To  Expect  of  Us." 


LOUISIANA  ASSOCIATION 

of 

METHODIST  LAYMEN 

(an  unofficial  and  a  volunteer  organization) 

Invites  All  Louisiana 
Methodist  Lay  Men  and  Women 
to  the 

FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING 

2:00  p.m.  -  Sunday 
November  8,  1959 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  Alexandria,  Louisiana 

All  members  particularly  urged  to  attend 

(A  Paid  Advertisement) 
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Overall  Contribution  of  Churches  in  U.  S. 
Increased  7  Per  Cent  Over  Previous  Period 

NEW  YORK  (NC)  —  Overall  contributions  made  by  members  of  forty 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  denominations  in  the  United  States  in 
1958  increased  almost  seven  percent  over  1957. 

Contributions  reported  in  1958  by  forty-nine  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
communions  totaled  $2,352,159,290.  Gifts  for  benevolences  —  home  and 
foreign  missions  and  overseas  relief  —  amounted  to  $473,911,895.  This 
was  20.2  percent  of  the  total,  slightly  above  the  percentage  of  the  whole 
in  1957.  » 


Year  of  ‘Total 
Enlistment’  to 
Be  Emphasized 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  At  least 
300  of  the  approximately  570  dis¬ 
tricts  of  The  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States  are  having  this 
years  special  district  programs  em¬ 
phasizing  “Total  Enlistment,”  and 
others  are  expected  to  have  them 
•  early  next  year. 

This  was  announced  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  G.  Ernest  Thomas,  Nashville, 
director  of  the  Department  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  board  of  evangelism  is  one 
of  the  Methodist  boards  that  are 
promoting  Methodism’s  “Year  of 
Total  Enlistment,”  the  last  phase  of 
the  denomination’s  1956-60  quad¬ 
rennial  emphasis  on  the  local 
church. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  the  special  dis¬ 
trict  programs  generally  include 
institutes  during  the  day  and  mass 
meetings  each  night  for  a  period. 
The  emphasis  is  then  taken  from 
the  district  meetings  to  the  church¬ 
es  of  the  district. 

Goals  of  “The  Year  of  Total  En¬ 
listment”  are: 

1.  To  enlist  all  Methodist  church 
members  in  some  form  of  Christian 
activity. 

2.  To  enlist  new  persons  for 
Christ  and  the  church. 

3.  The  enlistment  of  all  Metho¬ 
dists  to  a  total  dedication  of  self, 
including  talents,  time  and  resourc¬ 
es,  and  a  full  commitment  to  Chris¬ 
tian  living  in  all  the  relationships 
of  life. 


Announcement  of  the  figures  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Thompson, 
executive  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Stewardship  and  Benevol¬ 
ence  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  39th  report  of  an 
annual  series,  “The  Statistics  of 
Church  Finances.”  The  data  were 
supplied  by  the  denominations  and 
tabulated  by  the  Bureau  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Survey  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Thompson  pointed  out  that 
forty  church  bodies  provided  com¬ 
parable  data  for  1957  and  1958.  On 
the  basis  of  those  figures,  he  report¬ 
ed  that  total  congregational  ex¬ 
penses  —  ministers’  salaries,  build¬ 
ing  maintenance,  repairs,  utilities  — 
rose  almost  six  percent.  Gifts  for 
benevolences  increased  about  seven 
percent. 

Based  on  reports  made  by  the 
same  forty  denominations,  per 
member  giving  for  congregational 
expenses  went  up  5.1  percent  and 
benevolence  showed  a  gain  of  4.9 
percent. 

In  terms  of  dollars  and  cents,  the 
reports  of  the  forty  denominations 
showed  the  following: 

Total  gifts  for  congregational  ex¬ 
penses  —  $1,811,719,806. 

Total  gifts  for  benevolences  — 
$451,905,341. 

Per  member  average  for  congre¬ 
gational  expenses  —  $49.82. 

Per  member  average  for  benev¬ 
olences  —  $12.43. 

Per  member  giving  for  all  pur¬ 
poses  among  the  forty  church  bodies 
was  highest  in  the  Free  Methodist 


Church:  $243.95.  The  next  four 
highest  averages  were:  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists,  $217.31;  Pilgrim 
Holiness  Church,  $194.85;  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Free  Church  o  f  America, 
$182.27;  Orthodox  Presbyterian 
Church,  Inc.,  $153.87. 

Per  member  giving  to  benevol¬ 
ences  among  the  forty  church  bod¬ 
ies  was  highest  among  the  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists:  $169.72.  The  next 
four  highest  averages  were:  FYee 
Methodists,  $145.41;  the  Evangelical 
Mennonite  Church,  $82.80;  Evan¬ 
gelical  Free  Church  of  America, 
$71.49;  Brethren  in  Christ,  $51.45. 

Dr.  Thompson  also  released  1958 
figures  on  contributions  in  six  Ca¬ 
nadian  church  groups  that  reported. 
Total  giving  was  $101,099,963.  Gifts 
for  benevolences  were  19.1  percent 
of  the  total. 

The  total  membership  of  the 
forty-nine  church  bodies  included 
in  Dr.  Thompson’s  report  is  37,528,- 
592.  The  fifty-one  denominations 
that  reported  in  1957  had  a  total 
membership  of  37,013,368. 

The  statistics  on  giving  for  for¬ 
eign  mission  work  alone  are  divided 
into  two  categories.  Forty-six  of 
the  forty-nine  church  bodies  in  the 
current  report  gave  a  total  of  $86,- 
944,184  for  overseas  missionary 
work.  The  total  for  the  forty  com¬ 
munions  which  reported  in  1957 
and  1958  is  $84,492,407.  The  per 
member  figure  for  this  same  group 
is  $2.32,  a  gain  of  3.1  percent  over 
1957. 


‘A  Decade  of 
Devotions’  Will 
Begin  in  1960 

Beginning  on  New  Year’s  eve 
night  of  this  year,  the  world-wide 
Prayer  Life  Movement  will  launch 
a  ten-year  prayer  program  entitled 
“A  Decade  of  Devotions.” 

The  movement  will  start  with 
Prayer  Vigils  and  prayer  programs 
on  New  Year’s  eve  and  continue 
with  many  other  phases  of  prayer 
being  developed  throughout  the 
Decade. 

One  of  the  chief  objectives,  stated 
Dr.  Tom  A.  Carruth,  staff  member 
of  General  Board  of  Education,  will 
be  the  emphasis  on  “Prayer  for 
Peace.”  The  movement  will  seek 
to  cooperate  with  praying  people 
around  the  world  as  they  pray  for 
peace. 

The  Decade  of  Devotions  will 
seek  to  help  local  churches  over  a 
ten-year  period  to  develop  an  ef¬ 
fective  prayer  program  reaching  the 
whole  congregation. 

Realizing  the  great  need  for  more 
ministers  and  full  time  Christian 
workers,  there  will  also  be  a  gieat 
emphasis  on  “Prayer  for  Persons” 
to  volunteer  for  full  time  Christian 
work. 

Persons,  families,  Prayer  Groups, 
churches,  organizations,  and  com¬ 
munities  around  the  world  will  be 
participating  in  the  Decade  of  De¬ 
votions. 


Evangelistic  Team 
To  Conduct  Meth. 
Missions  in  Korea 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Dr.  Har¬ 
ry  Denman,  Nashville,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  will  head 
a  team  of  six  who  will  conduct 
evangelistic  missions  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  colleges  and  schools  of  Korea 
in  November. 

The  team  left  Seattle  November  4. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Denman,  the 
team  members  will  be  a  medical 
doctor,  Dr.  Louise  Branscomb,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Ala.;  a  real  estate  dealer,  Charles 
A.  Pelzel,  Christ  Methodist  Church, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.;  the  Rev.  Leo  K. 
Gee,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  Lubbock,  Texas;  Mrs.  Mil- 
ton  Randolph,  Nashville,  director 
of  the  Department  of  Family  Wor¬ 
ship  of  The  Upper  Room;  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  Nash¬ 
ville,  editor  of  The  Upper  Room. 

Korean  chairman  of  the  mission 
is  Dr.  Helen  Kim,  president  of  Ewha 
University,  largest  woman’s  uni¬ 
versity  in  the  world  with  6,500  stu¬ 
dents.  Dr.  Kim  represents  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Korea  at  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  New  York. 

Both  Dr.  Denman  and  Dr.  Potts 
have  worked  in  missions  at  Ewha 
University. 


The  Jefferson  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  building  project  is  for  the  current  1,000  Club  call.  Rev. 
In  a  recent  church  conference,  approved  the  above  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor  of  the  church, 
architectural  design  for  its  new  church  structure.  This 


Search  on  for 
“Miss  Methodist 
Student  Nurse ” 

A  widespread  search  is  on  again 
to  find  “Miss  Methodist  Student 
Nurse.” 

She  isn’t  lost.  Her  identity  is 
simply  not  known  at  the  present 
time. 

She  is  enrolled  somewhere  in  one 
of  the  more  than  52  schools  of  nurs¬ 
ing  affiliated  with  Methodist  hos¬ 
pitals  in  the  United  States.  She’s  a 
senior  and  in  the  upper  third  of  her 
class  scholastically.  She  has  a  good 
character  and  displays  a  profession¬ 
al  interest  in  nursing.  She  has  a 
pleasing  personality  and  is  attrac¬ 
tive.  And  she’s  unmarried. 

This  much  we  know  about  her. 
But  her  name  and  address  will  have 
to  await  the  decision  of  well-quali¬ 
fied  and  impartial  judges  who  will 
pick  “Miss  Methodist  Student 
Nurse”  from  a  long  list  of  nominees. 

Judges  will  base  their  decision 
not  only  upon  pictures  and  descrip¬ 
tive  records  but  upon  her  own  writ¬ 
ten  statement  on  “Why  I  Chose  the 
Nursing  Profession.” 

“Miss  Methodist  Student  Nurse” 
is  a  contest  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  Homes,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Purpose  of  the  contest  is  to  select 
an  outstanding  young  woman  in  a 
Methodist  hospital  school  of  nurs¬ 
ing  who  will  be  representative  of 
the  caliber  of  person  who  follows 
a  Christian  vocation  in  a  church- 
related  institution. 

Dr.  Olin  E.  Oeschger,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes,  Chicago,  has  written  a 
letter  to  hospital  administrators 
asking  that  they  select  an  outstand¬ 
ing  senior  from  their  school  of 
nursing  as  a  nominee  for  the  high 
honor. 

Deadline  for  entries  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  is  Dec.  15,  1959.  They  should 
be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes,  740  Rush  Street,  Chi¬ 
cago  11,  Ill. 

The  winner  will  be  the  guest  of 
the  annual  convention  of  the  Na-  ’ 
tional  Association  of  Methodist 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  Feb.  16-18, 
1960,  at  the  Deshler-Hilton  Hotel, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  All  expenses,  in¬ 
cluding  travel  will  be  paid  by  the 
convention,  and  the  winner  will  be 
introduced  in  special  ceremonies  on 
Feb.  17  at  Columbus. 

This  is  the  fourth  year  that  the 
“Miss  Methodist  Student  Nurse” 
contest  has  been  conducted.  Last 
year’s  winner  was  Miss  Ruth  Herr- 
man  of  the  Deaconess  Hospital. 


U.  S.  Shortest  Man  Joins 
Hollywood  Metfi.  Church 

Hollywood,  Calif.  (MI)  —  An¬ 
gelo  Rossitto,  said  to  be  the 
shortest  man  in  the  United 
States,  has  joined  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Hollywood.  He  is 
two  feet  ten  inches  tall. 

His  wife,  also  a  dwarf,  is  a 
member  of  First  Church,  Holly¬ 
wood,  and  is  in  charge  of  its 
nursery  school. 

The  shortest  man  was  one  of 
51  persons  who  joined  the  Holly¬ 
wood  church  as  it  celebrated  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  18. 

Mr.  Rossitto  has  appeared  on 
television  programs  and  in  films. 


With  these  seals  and  other  materials,  the  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Temperance  heads  a  campaign  to  keep  alcohol  out  of  the  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  Christ. 


How  Many  Churches  are  Organizing  for 
Genuine  Christian  Emphasis  on  Christmas? 


Newspapers,  radio  and  television 
stations  will  be  stressing  that  only 
a  few  more  shopping  days  are  left 
before  Christmas. 

But  how  many  church  groups  are 
organizing  community  compaigns  to 
retain  —  restore  in  some  cases  — 
a  genuine  Christian  emphasis  in 
the  Christmas  season? 

This  is  the  question  that  the 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance,  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  ask¬ 
ing  Methodist  pastors,  lay  leaders 
and  Sunday  school  teachers  across 
the  country. 

As  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
“Christmas  for  Christ”  campaign, 
aimed  at  combating  the  increasing 
commercial  aspects  of  the  religious 
holiday,  the  Methodist  board  has 


prepared  a  program  which  can  be 
utilized  by  any  church  or  communi¬ 
ty  organization. 

Campaign  materials  include  post¬ 
ers,  car  cards,  seals,  brochures  and 
other  items  which  stress  the  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition  of  the  Christmas  ob¬ 
servance. 

The  board  urges  that  appeals  be 
directed  to  city  officials,  mer¬ 
chants,  newspapers,  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  stations  for  cooperation  in 
keeping  Christmas  in  a  religious 
context. 

Christians  aiso  should  join  in  urg¬ 
ing  business  concerns  to  hold  non¬ 
alcoholic  Christmas  parties,  the 
board  stresses,  and  in  voicing  their 
objection  to  advertisements  which 
extol  liquor  as  an  appropriate 
Christmas  gift. 


Chariging  Times 
Bring  End  to 
Youth  Caravan 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  The 

changing  times  have  brought  an  end 
to  the  youth  caravan  program  of 
The  Methodist  Church  after  21 
years  of  service. 

“Changes  in  the  program  needs 
of  churches  and  growing  interest  by 
Methodist  students  in  new  types  of 
voluntary  service  resulted  in  the 
decision  to  discontinue  the  caravan 
program,”  it  was  announced  by  the 
Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell,  Nashville,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Youth  Department  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

He  added  that  the  youth  and  stu¬ 
dent  departments  of  the  board  are 
exploring  other  types  of  voluntary 
service  for  possible  use  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  .  .  , 

In  the  caravan  program,  selected 
churches  were  visited  for  one  week 
each  during  the  summers  by  teams 
consisting  usually  of  four  students 
and  an  adult  counselor.  Purpose  of 
the  visits  was  to  help  strengthen 
the  ministry  of  youth  in  the  church¬ 
es. 

In  the  summer  of  1959,  a  total  of 
145  Methodist  churches  were  served 
by  the  program,  with  84  college  stu¬ 
dents  and  20  adult  counselors  par¬ 
ticipating. 

“In  recent  years,”  said  Mr.  Bell, 
“students  have  shown  special  in¬ 
terest  in  work  camps  and  travel 
seminars,  while  participation  in 
caravans  has  declined.” 

The  decision  to  discontinue  the 
program  was  made  by  the  Caravan 
Committee,  which  represents  the 


The  newest  member  of  the  Judicial 
Council  of  The  Methodist  Church  is 
a  Boston  attorney,  Vincent  P.  Clarke, 
whose  home  is  in  suburban  Win¬ 
chester,  Mass.  He  succeeds  on  this 
nine-man  "supreme  court"  the  late 
J.  Ernest  Wilkins  of  Washington,  D. 
C. 


three  divisions  of  the  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation. 

In  the  21-year  period,  4,519  young 
people  have  served  as  caravaners, 
and  the  program  has  reached  more 
than  a  million  persons  in  about 
2,000  churches. 

“Through  the  years,”  said  Mr. 
Bell,  “many  young  people  have 
found  guidance  in  the  caravan  pro¬ 
gram  for  their  vocational  decisions, 
and  some  of  the  decisions  have  been 
to  enter  church  vocations.” 


$20,000,000  Raised 
For  Church 
Buildings  in  Year 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Missions, 
through  its  “professional  fund-rais¬ 
ing  service,”  helped  268  local  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  raise  $20,438,809  for 
building  programs  in  the  12  months 
ending  May  31,  1959,  the  director 
of  the  “fund-raising  service”  re¬ 
ports. 

The  Rev.  Alton  H.  Lowe,  Phil- 
delphia,  Pa.,  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 
of  the  board’s  Division  of  National 
Missions,  said  that  the  figure  for 
the  1958-59  fiscal  years  brings  to 
more  than  $161,000,000  the  amount 
raised  since  the  fund-raising  serv¬ 
ice  was  begun  in  1932.  Of  that 
amount,  $123,000,000  has  been 
raised  in  the  last  seven  years. 

Mr.  Lowe  directs  a  corps  of  15 
Methodist  ministers,  whose  full¬ 
time  ,  job  it  is  to  direct  financial 
crusades  (campaigns)  for  building 
funds  in  churches  and  church-rated 
agencies.  In  January  he  succeeded 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Olin  Hunt  as  director 
of  the  Department  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service.  For  17  years,  Mr. 
Lowe  was  himself  a  campaign  di¬ 
rector  and  because  of  the  pressure 
of  demands  for  fund-raising  sevrice, 
he  continues  to  direct  local  church 
campaigns  as  well  as  to  supervise 
the  department’s  work. 

Visitation  Campaign 
Results  in  13,000 
Commitments 

Los  Angeles  (MI)  —  A  three-day 
Methodist  visitation  eva  ngelism 
campaign  resulted  in  about  13,000 
commitments  in  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia-Arizona  Methodist  Conf. 

With  a  few  of  the  403  participat¬ 
ing  churches  still  unreported,  com¬ 
mitments  in  the  campaign,  October 
17-19,  totaled  12,701.  Of  the  total, 
5,110  were  commitments  to  transfer 
membership  from  Methodist  church¬ 
es  in  other  areas,  3,833  were  “con¬ 
fession  of  faith  and  reaffirmation,” 
and  3,758  were  commitments  to  join 
“membership  preparation-inquirers” 
classes. 

In  addition,  there  were  2,330  de¬ 
cisions  to  join  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 

Evangelism  Assailed 
Hear  “Hard  Sell” 

Los  Angeles  (RNS)  —  Too  much 
evangelism  today  is  of  the  Madison 
Avenue  “hard  sell”  variety,  900 
Methodist  ministers  were  told  here 
at  the  denomination’s  National 
Council  of  Evangelism. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.,  said  that  most  lay¬ 
men  are  not  trained  in  meaningful 
church  membership.  “They  do  not 
understand  that  they  are  to  be  re¬ 
ligious  in  depth,”  he  said. 

Madison  Avenue  “hard  sell” 
evangelism,  the  idea  that  anything 
goes  as  long  as  members  sign  up, 
and  the  church’s  “soft  soap”  ap¬ 
proach,  the  idea  of  peace  of  mind  at 
any  price,  “have  chalked  up  big 
membership  gains  for  the  church,” 
he  observed. 

“But  neither,”  he  said,  “is  really 
helpful  in  the  long  haul  in  pro¬ 
ducing  a  hard  corps  of  committed, 
spiritually  growing  laymen.”  What 
the  church  needs,  he  added,  is  a  re¬ 
turn  to  small  study  and  prayer 
groups. 
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Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— PRESIDENT  OPENS  NATIONAL  BIBLE 
WEEK.  President  Eisenhower  opened  the  19th  annual  National  Bible  Week 
sponsored  by  the  Laymen's  National  Committee,  Inc.,  a  non-sectarian  group. 
He  welcomed  members  of  the  sponsoring  committee  at  the  White  House. 
Visitors  left  to  right  are  Mrs.  Oscar  A.  Ahlgren  of  Washington,  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs;  H.  E.  Humphreys,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  U.  S.  Rubber  Co.,  and  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Observance  of  National  Bible  Week  on  Television;  Pat  Boone, 
singing  star,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  Observance  of  National  Bible 
Week  on  Television;  and  Arthur  Hull  Hayes,  president  of  CBS  Radio,  chair¬ 
man  for  radio.  (RNS  photo) 


Dorothy  Thompson  Sees 

Difference  In  Clergymen 9  ‘Careerists’ 


Seminary  President 
Evaluates  Tension 

Louisville,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Tension 
is  becoming  the  “modern  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  devil,”  Dr.  Frank  H. 
Caldwell,  president  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Presbyterian  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  said  here.  “And  relaxation 
is  coming  to  be  viewed  as  man’s 
new  redeemer,”  he  added. 

However,  relaxation  is  not  the 
answer  to  all  of  life’s  tensions,  he 
told  some  700  rural  life  leaders  at 
the  National  Convocation  on  the 
Church  in  Town  and  Country, 
sponsored  here  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

“What  most  of  our  tensions  need 
is  organization  around  a  really 
worthy,  dominant  purpose  in  life,” 
said  Dr.  Caldwell. 

“There  are  people  who  need  to 
relax  in  trustful  confidence  in  God’s 
forgiveness,”  he  added.  “But  there 
are  others  who  are  so  relaxed,  so 
full  of  peace  of  mind  about  man’s 


Nederland,  Tex.  (RNS) — 
A  SMART  DUMMY  HE.  Mr. 
Summer  Slump,  a  life-size 
dummy  credited  with  keep¬ 
ing  summer  Sunday  school 
attendance  up,  is  given  a 
boost  himself  by  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Hillcrest  Bap¬ 
tist  church,  Nederland,  Tex. 
Mr.  Slump  was  used  as  an 
honored  guest"  at  the 
homes  of  members  whose  at¬ 
tendance  was  not  up  to  par 
during  the  summer.  Nobody 
really  wanted  him  around 
and  attendance  jumped  by 
about  25  per  cent — an  all- 
bme  high  for  the  congrega- 
bon.  (RNS  photo) 


basic  needs  and  hungers  .  .  .  that 
they  need  tensing,  they  need  tight¬ 
ening  by  the  One  whose  tensions 
led  Him  straight  to  the  Cross.” 


Church  Construction 
Totaled  $86  Million 
In  September 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Church 
construction  totaled  an  estimated 
$86,000,000  in  September,  the  De¬ 
partments  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
reported  here. 

It  was  a  new  record  for  Septem¬ 
ber,  exceeding  the  same  month  a 
year  ago  by  $6,000,000,  even  though 
it  was  $3,000,000  less  than  August, 
when  an  all-time  record  for  a  single 
month  was  set. 

Church  construction  thus  far  this 
year  has  totaled  $687,000,000  a  10 
per  cent  increase  over  the  first  nine 
months  of  1958. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS) — The  popular  impression  that  the  bigger  the  pay, 
the  better  the  minister  is  attacked  by  Dorothy  Thompson,  noted  journalist, 
in  the  November  Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

In  an  article  relating  the  story  of  her  growing-up  years  as  the  daughter 
of  a  Methodist  minister,  Miss  Thompson  said  that  if  a  $15,000  minimum 
salary  were  to  be  set  for  college-educated  ministers,  “pulpits  would  be 
crowded  with  young  careerists  calculating  the  ministry  to  be  a  better  bet 
than  most  other  ‘professions.’  ” 

“I  am  not  opposed  to  better  salaries  for  ministers,”  she  said,  but  sev¬ 
eral  “heresies”  are  to  be  found  which  relate  to  them.  She  said  one  such 
heresy  is  that  the  standard  of  living  and  standard  of  life  are  the  same 


thing. 

“Another,”  she  said,  “is  that 
there  is  no  essential  difference  be¬ 
tween  ‘medicine,  teaching,  social 
welfare’  and  the  ministry.  The  min¬ 
istry  is  service  to  God  and  via  that 
service  to  humanity,  reaches 
through  the  soul.  The  other  services 
can  be  performed  by  atheists.” 

Miss  Thompson  said  her  criticism 
was  leveled  at  a  number  of  recent 
articles  in  church  and  lay  publica¬ 
tions  calling  attention  to  “the  mis¬ 
erable  salaries  paid  to  Protestant 
ministers.”  Asserting  that  religious 
life  has  ever  been  one  of  “volun¬ 
tary”  poverty  and  sacrifice,  she 
said  that  “religious  leadership  is  a 
quiet  thing,  and  the  best  of  it  is 
unrecorded.” 

“It  is  manifest,”  she  explained 
“in  the  homes  that  do  not  break  up, 
in  the  young  people  who  do  not  go 
astray,  in  the  material  and  spiritual 
crises  that  are  met  without  public 
knowledge,  in  those  persons  who 
meet  misfortune  and  even  death 
serenely. 

“A  community  with  great  reli¬ 
gious  leadership  is  one  imbued 
with  love,  fragrant  with  Christian 
charity,  calm  in  inner  communal 


security — and  such  leadership  can¬ 
not  be  had  by  advertising  for  it  on 
the  money  market.” 

It  is  rare  in  any  case,  Miss 
Thompson  added.  “But  since  we 
need  not  be  without  some  insight 
into  the  lives  of  saints,  we  do  know 
that  it  is  never  to  be  found  in  those 
concerned  to  any  appreciable  de¬ 
gree  with  money.” 

Dishonest  Quiz 
Shows  Said  Immoral 

Albany,  N.  Y.  (RNS) — Dishonest 
quiz  shows  are  far  more  immoral 
than  any  “supposed  obscene  litera¬ 
ture,”  an  Albany  minister  charged 
here. 

The  Rev.  James  Madison  Barr, 
pastor  of  First  Unitarian  church, 
said  in  his  weekly  bulletin  that 
“this  TV  business  is  more  distaste¬ 
ful  to  me  than  almost  any  aspect 
of  Americana  to  parade  itself  be¬ 
fore  us  in  a  long,  long  time.” 

Mr.  Barr  noted  public  indigna¬ 
tion  at  dishonesty  in  politics  and 
added: 


“How  much  more  dishonest  and 
flagrant  an  affront  to  our  dignity 
as  a  nation  is  this  terribly  rotten 
business  of  the  quiz  shows,  and  the 
fixed  answers  given  to  the  con¬ 
testants. 

“While  millions  watch  with  bated 
breath  to  see  if  Mrs.  Know-Her- 
Bible  will  be  able  to  locate  the  pre¬ 
cise  chapter  and  verse  which  de¬ 
scribes  David’s  indiscretions  with 
Bathsheba  and  wrack  their  brains 
to  get  the  answer  for  themselves 
before  the  time  is  up,  the  perform¬ 
er  on  the  TV  program,  looking  in¬ 
tently  off  into  space,  showing  the 
stress  of  $15,000  riding  on  the  point 
at  issue  .  .  .  has  already  been  given 
the  answer  half  an  hour  before  the 
show  went  on  the  air. 

“What  kind  of  citizenry  will  we 
produce  if  our  young  people  are 
subjected  to  this  sort  of  activity?” 
Mr.  Barr  asked. 
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Editorials 

Help  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Project 

IF  past  and  present  performances  of  a  program  is  any  indication 
of  the  program’s  worthiness,  the  Retired  Minister’s  Homes 
project  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  proving  to  meet  an 
existing  need.  While  the  program  got  off  to  a  slow  start,  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  now  gaining  momentum.  Its  future  indeed  appears  bright. 

Begun  five  years  ago,  the  program  envisions  the  provision  of  a 
home  for  every  retired  pastor  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  who 
needs  one,  and  at  a  modest  rental.  To  date  two  of  these  homes 
have  been  erected  and  before  annual  conference  meets  late  next 
May,  the  program  leaders  expect  to  erect  three  more.  Offerings 
through  local  churches  have  made  possible  much  of  the  cost  of  the 
erection  of  the  first  two.  Substantial  individual  gifts  are  making 
possible  construction  of  two  others.  Church  offerings  this  month 
will  determine  much  of  the  future  of  the  program. 

Conference  action  has  set  aside  the  month  of  November  as 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month,  with  churches  being  asked  to 
give  this  program  financial  support  at  this  time. 

Program  leaders  are  encouraged  by  the  number  of  Louisiana 
Methodist  churches  now  supporting  the  home  building  project,  but 
they  point  out  there  are  still  many  churches  in  each  district  not 
supporting  financially  the  program.  They  believe  that  when  the 
program  is  presented  to  congregations,  there  are  those  who  would 
welcome  an  opportunity  to  support  a  program  of  this  nature.  We 
believe  this  is  true.  When  your  pastor  gives  you  this  opportunity, 
help  to  make  a  home  possible.  The  home  you  help  build  may  be 
some  day  for  your  own  pastor. 

There  Are  Other  Frauds 

THE  current  probe  into  TV  quiz  programs  which  has  attracted 
what  seems  to  us  a  disproportionate  amount  of  newspaper 
space,  television  and  radio  time,  and  was  the  lead  article  in 
last  week’s  LIFE  magazine,  raises  some  interesting  sidelights. 

American  people  are  by  nature  interested  in  any  spectacle 
which  involves  skill,  physical  or  mental.  Quiz  programs  were 
(most  of  them  now  gone)  a  natural.  From  the  early  radio  “Dr. 
I.Q.”  who  gave  candy  bars  for  correct  answers  to  recent  TV  versions 
which  awarded  dollars  by  the  tens  of  thousands,  these  programs 
always  had  large  followings.  Then  came  the  revelation:  some  TV 
quiz  programs  were  fixed. 

Those  who  report  the  news  always  play  a  story  for  all  it  is 
worth.  News  is  marketable  just  as  food  and  as  long  as  people  will 
buy  a  story,  newsmen  will  write  it.  We  have  wondered  about  the 
sustained  interest  in  a  case  where  again  and  again  it  has  been 
pointed  out  that  no  law  has  been  violated. 

It  is  altogether  possible  that  this  is  one  of  those  instances  where 
American  sense  of  fair  play  and  moral  judgment  seems  to  shine 
through.  Here  is  a  matter  of  higher  laws  where  a  twilight  kind 
of  fraud  has  been  perpetrated  on  millions  of  American  people  who 
now  resent  it.  Make  no  mistake  about  it,  American  people  know 
now  there  had  been  planned  deception,  all  for  the  sake  of  a  good 
show. 

There  are  many  other  areas  of  life  where  deception  is  even 
more  rampant  and  where  the  perpetrators  have  been  even  more 
clever  in  deceiving  people  for  a  longer  period  of  time.  One  might 
hope  that  sooner  or  later  American  people  will  awaken  to  some  of 
these  other  frauds  that  are  forever  draining  America  of  needed 
and  vital  strength:  corruption  in  high  places,  beverage  alcohol, 
gambling,  race  baiting,  false  spiritual  leaders,  materialism,  porno¬ 
graphy.  When  will  America’s  righteous  indignation  shine  through 
on  these  frauds? 


Deserves  Respect ,  Not  Intimidation 

WHEN  a  Methodist  pastor  writes  a  pastoral  letter  to  his  con¬ 
gregation  and  the  writing  and  writer  become  centers  of 
controversy,  it  is  time  for  all  those  committed  to  a  Chris¬ 
tian  point  of  view  to  consider  some  of  the  implications.  Moreover, 
when  such  writing  results  in  deliberate  harassment,  intimidation 
and  abuse  of  the  writer,  the  matter  has  gone  beyond  bounds  of 
commonly  accepted  decency. 

That  just  about  describes  what  has  happened  to  a  Methodist 
pastor  in  Pine  Bluff.  In  early  September,  this  pastor  penned  a 
communication  to  members  of  the  church  he  serves,  developing 
the  theme,  “Reaping  What  Has  Been  Sown,”  suggesting  that  racial 
disturbances  in  Pine  Bluff  could  be  traced  to  seeds  of  hatred  sown 
in  the  past.  The  pastor  also  pointed  out  seeds  of  hatred  being  sown 
today  will  be  reaped  in  future  harvests.  This  is  an  expression  of 
pastoral  concern  of  a  pastor  for  a  pastoral  flock  and  was  published 
in  a  weekly  mailing  sent  to  families  of  the  church  he  serves.  The 
writing  was  obviously  intended  to  remind  Christian  families  that 
a  great  Biblical  principle  holds  true  in  every  area  of  life,  including 
one  where  there  is  so  much  tension  and  misunderstanding. 

The  extent  to  which  truth  can  be  distorted  to  serve  a  purpose 
for  which  it  was  never  intended  is  amazing.  When  people  think 
with  their  hearts  instead  of  their  heads,  results  can  be  even  more 
misleading.  The  pastor’s  letter  fell  into  hands  where  the  Biblical 
truth  it  lifted  up  was  completely  ignored.  A  most  unfair,  biased 
and  illogical  reply,  unsigned,  was  printed  and  distributed  along 
with  the  pastoral  letter,  with  copies  being  released  to  the  press  for 
wider  distribution.  All  this  activity  was  calculated  to  bring  pres¬ 
sure  to  bear  on  a  Methodist  pastor  who  sought  to  help  those  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  spiritual  care. 

Much  could  be  said  about  this  whole  business.  Perhaps  too 
much  has  already  been  said.  One  thing  is  certain,  however:  a 
Methodist  preacher  worked  to  help  his  people  and  for  his  efforts 
he  is  made  the  target  of  abuse.  This  abuse  proves  the  very  point 
that  the  pastor  made  so  clear  in  his  letter.  There  is  no  clearer 
evidence  that  the  point  he  made  is  based  on  Biblical  truth. 

There  are  well  meaning,  sincere,  dedicated  Christians  on  both 
sides  of  this  question  who  are  honestly  seeking  a  solution  which 
they  believe  is  right.  They  believe  in  fair  play,  and  they  respect 
positions  and  expressions  of  others.  These  are  not  they  who  heap 
abuse  and  wrath  on  anyone  and  everyone  who  works  for  a  ami¬ 
cable  solution  based  on  understanding,  good  will  and  mutual  bene¬ 
fit. 

The  preacher  who  pleads  for  tolerance  and  understanding  and 
who  reminds  his  people  they  reap  what  has  been  sown  has  done 
his  people,  community  and  God  a  service.  He  is  worthy  of  honor 
rather  than  abuse  Whether  we  agree  with  the  preacher  or  not, 
we  should  respect  his  exhortation.  History  has  proven  that  those 
who  come  sincerely  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  have  been  more  right 
than  wrong. 

The  real  question  is  what  kind  of  pastoral  leadership  will  really 
lead  people  in  solving  a  thorny  problem,  leadership  that  advocates 
disrespect  for  law,  human  dignity  and  integrity,  or  that  which  pro¬ 
motes  understanding,  reconciliation,  and  peace  between  all  men? 
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Says  Protestantism 


Does  Not  Speak  Effectively  To  Nation 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 


When  Silence  Is  Treason 

I  am  rather  reluctantly  being 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  an¬ 
other  way  of  summing  up  what  is 
wrong  with  the  human  race  (and 
that  means  with  the  world)  is  that 
the  “wrong”  people  are  doing  the 
talking  and  thus  become  “leaders,” 
while  the  “right”  people  remain 
silent — and  do  the  following  and 
the  bidding  of  the  “wrong.”  I  am 
not  quite  willing — as  yet— to  con¬ 
cede  that  the  talkative  leaders  (“the 
generally  wrongs”)  are  the  extro¬ 
verts,  and  the  silent  followers 
(“the  potential  and  generally 
rights”)  are  the  introverts:  but  I 
can  cite  enough  instances  to  war¬ 
rant  one  less  optimistic  than  my¬ 
self  in  drawing  such  an  inference. 

Of  one  conclusion,  however,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced.  And  that  is 
that  all  the  adages  extolling  the 
virtues  of  silence  are  false,  and  de¬ 
ceptive,  and  can  become  fatal  to 
mankind’s  development  and  well¬ 
being.  “Silence  is  golden”  is  a  mon¬ 
strous  untruth.  Rather  would  I  as¬ 
sert,  “Most  silence  is  high  treason” 
— the  resort  of  the  coward,  the 
hireling,  the  weak,  no  matter  what 
his  “education”  or  his  “culture.” 
Equally  outrageous  and  false  are 
Bonnard’s  dictum  that  “Silence  is 
one  of  the  virtues  of  the  wise,”  and 
Mrs.  Craik’s  that  “Silence  sweeter 
is  than  speech.”  And  when  did  “a 
strong,  silent  man” — actually  both 
his  strength  and  his  silence  are 
generally  largely  fictitious  —  ever 
make  worthy  contribution  to  man¬ 
kind? 

The  most  notable  example  of 
what  I  am  trying  to  say  is  Jesus 
Christ.  It  would  have  been  (our 
maxims  suggest)  the  point  of  wis¬ 
dom  for  him  to  have  drawn  his 
garments  about  him  —  even  “pass 
on  the  other  side” — when  he  en¬ 
countered  injustice,  and  tyranny, 
and  sin,  and  smugness,  and  buying 
and  selling  in  the  temple,  and  cast¬ 
ing  stones  at  a  woman  convicted  of 
sin.  He  could,  by  all  the  standards 
of  respectable  society  of  his  day, 
have  remained  silent,  even  con¬ 
doned  the  status  quo.  Doubtless  he 
could  have  gained  honorable  and 
comfortable  place  in  the  ministries 
of  the  temple,  been  accepted  by  the 
best  people,  have  lived  securely  to 
an  old  and  honored  age.  But  Jesus 
chose  to  speak  out  in  words  that 
cut  across  the  accepted  mores  and 
beliefs  of  his  day.  Jesus  could  not 
have  kept  “sweet  and  golden  si¬ 
lence”  and  been  the  Christ.  Silence 
might  have  made  him  a  high  priest, 
but  not  a  Savior.  Silence  might 
have  saved  him  from  Gethsemane 
and  the  crucifixion;  but  his  silence 
would  not  have  achieved  the  Resur¬ 
rection,  nor  the  salvation  of  man¬ 
kind. 

Jesus  was  to  “speak  out”  if  he 
was  to  do  the  will  of  his  Father.  His 
silence  would  have  been  treason  to 
the  mission  upon  which  he  was 
sent  to  earth.  Centuries  before 
him,  the  prophets  of  Israel  had  to 
speak  out  their  convictions  even 
when  it  meant  persecution  and 
banishment.  And  many  Christian 
martyrs  since  have  gone  to  untime¬ 
ly  deaths  because  not  to  speak  out 
would  have  been  treason  to  their 


Washington  —  American  Protes¬ 
tantism  “gives  the  general  impres¬ 
sion  that  it  is  anti-Washington,  anti¬ 
government,  sometimes  even  anti- 
patriotic,”  according  to  Dr.  Edward 


beliefs  and  to  their  Master. 

And  in  our  day?  I  am  convinced 
that  any  professing  Christian — min¬ 
ister  or  layman — who  keeps  silent 
concerning  the  injustices,  the  ex¬ 
ploitations,  the  idolatries,  the  sins, 
the  hungers,  and  the  crimes  against 
human  personality  that  he  finds  at 
his  doorstep  and  abroad  in  the 
world,  is  a  traitor  to  his  church  and 
to  his  God.  The  silent  Christian, 
the  silent  church  will  never  help 
bring  the  Kingdom  of  God  to  rule 
the  earth. 

Some  of  my  friends  say  the  pul¬ 
pit  has  abandoned  prophecy.  I 
hope  not.  But  I  am  equally  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  lay  Christian  does 
not  abandon  his  witnessing.  It  is 
the  layman’s  non-silence  that  must 
finally  win  men  to  Christ,  that 
must  overcome  the-  evils  of  the 
world.  Ministers  cannot  do  it 
alone. 

I  have  been  troubled  by  the  word 
of  a  bishop  (in  England)  that  when 
his  clergy  have  nothing  to  say  from 
the  pulpit,  they  resort  to  additional 
communion  services  and  more  de¬ 
pendence  upon  rituals.  I  hope  the 
bishop  has  erred  in  his  observations. 


L.  R.  Elson,  minister  of  National 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Elson  blames  much  of  this 
negative  attitude  on  a  growing 
“neo-fundamentalism.” 

“What  happens  in  the  new  ‘funda¬ 
mentalism’  is  that  processed  pro¬ 
nouncements  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  body  tend  to  be  asserted  as 
the  Christian  view,  the  only  au¬ 
thentic,  valid  Christian  view  on 
some  social  or  political  topic,”  he 
declared  in  an  article  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  26th  issue  of  Christianity  To¬ 
day,  interdenomination  fortnightly. 

“Much  of  this  pervasive  negativ¬ 
ism,”  the  minister  added,  “derives 
from  the  Church’s  participation  in 
political  study  and  action  without 
prior  pastoral  solicitude.” 

Dr.  Elson,  whose  article  is  enti¬ 
tled  “American  Protestantism:  Does 
it  Speak  to  the  Nation?”  has  been 
minister  of  National  Presbyterian 
Church  during  seven  Congresses 
and  four  presidential  terms.  His 
church  numbers  among  its  members 
President  and  Mrs.  Eisenhower, 
several  cabinet  members  and  Su¬ 
preme  Court  justices,  and  a  number 
of  diplomats.  Elson  is  a  contribut¬ 
ing  editor  for  Christianity  Today. 

“I  do  not  refer  to  the  biblical 
fundamentalism  of  the  late  nine¬ 
teenth  and  early  twentieth  centur¬ 
ies,”  he  said.  “This  new  ‘funda¬ 
mentalism’  has  arisen  as  successor 


Dollar  Chari  By 


Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 

put  out  by  the  Federal  Budget  Bu¬ 
reau.  You  probably  saw  it  too.  I 
saw  it  from  this  angle:  it  visualizes 
the  fact  that  life  is  divided.  Ration¬ 
al  divisions  of  time,  attention,  in¬ 
terest  and  effort  are  as  essential  to 
every  day  living  as  the  alphabet  is 
to  spelling.  It  is  life  that  divides 
the  dollar,  not  the  dollar  that  di¬ 
vides  life.  The  dollar  is  cut  to  our 
pattern  of  life. 

When  Jesus  said:  “A  house  di¬ 
vided  against  itself  cannot  stand,” 
he  did  not  mean  that  life  had  to  be 
a  solid,  unyielding  block.  The 
phrase  “against  itself”  points  out 
the  fatal  kind  of  division.  A  house¬ 
hold  rightly  dividing  its  thought, 
time,  capacities  and  energy  amongst 
its  necessary  activities  will  stand. 
It  will  be  efficient  and  stable.  So 
will  an  individual  life.  There  is  a 
vast  difference  between  being  di¬ 
vided  rationally  and  being  “scat¬ 
tered.”  A  scattered  army  is  helpless 
No  fragment  of  it  is  able  to  sup¬ 
port  the  other.  So  is  a  scattered 
household  or  individual.  Here  is 
one  of  our  modern  problems.  As 
life  becomes  more  complicated  the 
necessary  divisions  increase.  Every 
man  is  faced  with  the  problem  of 
keeping  them  organized  and  not  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  degenerate  into  a 
sort  of  “scattering." 

Jesus  told  us  how  to  do  that. 
Make  one  division  superior  to  all 
others.  Like  an  army  establishes 
headquarters  and  a  command  post. 
Put  a  commander-in-chief  in  it. 
You  cannot  allow  an  inner  wrangle 
over  who  is  in  command.  If  you 
do,  then  you  are  “divided  against 
yourself”  and  cannot  stand  up  un¬ 
der  stress. 

Of  course  he  made  it  plain  that 
God  is  the  right  one  to  have  com¬ 
mand.  Every  man’s  conscience  says 
that  too.  And  the  exhortation  to 
put  God  first  is  coupled  with  the 
promise  of  success,  the  right  kind 
of  course.  The  divided  dollar  and 
the  divided  life  can  work  together 
effectively  when  God  is  the  co¬ 
ordinator. 


to  the  now-decadent  social  gospel 
in  the  pulpit.  Its  prophet  is  the 
social  education  and  action  ‘ex¬ 
pert.’  The  ‘orthodox’  persons  are 
those  who  conform  to  the  processed 
pronouncements  guided  through 
church  bodies  by  the  ‘experts.’  ” 

“I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the 
Church  should  remain  silent  and 
induce  quietude  or  acquiesence,” 
Elson  continued. 

“What  I  lament  is  that  the  Church 
is  too  often  regarded  as  simply  an¬ 
other  secular  political  pressure 
group,  and  is  so  evaluated  because 
she  does  not  speak  the  higher  word 
of  the  eternal  Gospel  and  the  word 
of  pastoral  care.  Protestantism  is 
not  heard  nor  heeded  seriously  in 
its  many  notes  of  rebuke  and  con¬ 
demnation  because  it  has  not  ut¬ 
tered  effectively,  if  at  all,  the  pre¬ 
requisite  word  of  pastoral  concern.” 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  DANGEROUS  AGE 


With  reports  of  juvenile  delinquency  filling  our  newspapers  and 
youthful  gangs  rampaging  through  the  streets  our  immediate  reaction 
probably  is  that  the  most  dangerous  period  of  life  is  in  the  teens. 
In  addition  to  these  spectacular  outbursts  parents  are  puzzled  by  the 
problems  of  adolescence  when  the  budding  powers  of  personality  are 
branching  out  in  all  directions.  Or  the  years  following  when  young 
people  are  leaving  home  for  college  or  for  work.  Certainly  that 
formative  time  when  sons  and  daughters  leave  the  safeguards  of 
parental  guidance  is  a  period  fraught  with  momentous  risks  and 
dangers. 

Some  social  authorities  point  to  early  childhood  as  an  even  more 
crucial  period  than  the  teen  age.  Sound  is  the  old  adage:  “Train  a 
child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  he  will  not  depart  from  it.” 
Certainly  childhood  is  the  most  plastic  age  and  the  perils  which 
threaten  early  youth  cannot  be  exaggerated. 

But  the  conviction  has  deepened  in  me  that  life’s  most  dangerous 
period  is  middle  age.  It  is  those  of  middle  years  who  find  their 
youthful  goals  still  so  far  from  attainment,  those  for  whom  the  race 
has  slowed  down  from  a  run  to  a  walk,  those  who  feel  the  temptation 
to  loosen  the  yoke  of  Christ  and  let  down  the  standards.  It  seems 
justifiable  to  apply  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  “a  destruction  that 
wasteth  at  noonday.” 

The  inability  to  carry  the  ideals  and  expectations  of  youth  through 
middle  age  without  breaking  is  one  of  life’s  most  common  phenomena. 
Insurance  actuaries  tell  us  how  amazingly  few  young  men  who  are 
running  merrily  at  25  pass  the  65th  milestone  with  financial  colors 
flying.  And  the  failure  of  financial  hopes  is  only  one  of  the  minor 
casualties  of  maturity. 

Don’t  misunderstand  me.  I  am  not  minimizing  the  need  of  safe¬ 
guarding  the  young.  The  work  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Y.M.C.A.  and 
the  Y.W.C.A.  and  similar  agencies  cannot  be  too  highly  praised  as 
part  of  our  national  defense.  I  know  how  large  a  proportion  of  our 
criminals  are  young. 

The  sins  of  middle  age,  on  the  other  hand,  are  often  sins  of  the 
mind.  They  are  more  subtle.  They  do  not  always  land  their  perpe¬ 
trators  behind  bars  or  even  in  disgrace.  Therein  lies  part  of  their 
added  peril.  Wasn’t  that  why  Our  Lord  put  such  emphasis  on  the 
sins  of  the  mind,  like  pride,  selfishness  and  greed,  rather  than  on 
drunkenness,  murder,  theft  and  the  like?  The  last  three  flagrant 
sins  breed  their  own  resistance  through  the  disgrace  they  entail,  but 
the  sins  of  the  mind  and  spirit  can  go  on  doing  their  devilish  work 
without  loss  of  respectability. 

Moreover,  the  sins  of  middle  age  are  more  socially  destructive 
because  by  that  time  men  are  often  in  places  of  power.  Waywardness 
at  the  wheel  of  a  high-powered  motor  is  more  dangerous  than  way¬ 
wardness  on  a  lad’s  tricycle.  A  selfish,  corrupt  person  in  a  place 
of  authority  can  do  more  damage  than  a  dozen  drunken  derelicts. 
Also,  in  maturity  we  are  inclined  to  be  so  smugly  self-assured.  Just 
when  we  feel  safest  and  surest  of  ourselves — that  is  the  time  we  most 
need  to  watch.  And  who  is  watching  over  us  in  middle  age?  When  I 
meet  the  schoolteachers  of  America  I  am  heartened  by  the  thought  of 
the  good  care  that  youth  is  receiving.  But  we  older  ones  have  to  be 
our  own  guardians. 

It  is  in  the  mind  that  the  dangers  of  middle  age  often  show  them¬ 
selves.  It  may  be  a  hardening  of  the  arteries  of  thought  which  causes 
a  loss  of  open-mindedness,  a  toughening  of  opinion  into  prejudice, 
preventing  the  flow  of  new  ideas  and  our  ability  to -face  unpleasant 
truths.  When  Christ  confronted  the  men  whose  mental  arteries  had 
hardened  He  set  a  little  child  in  their  midst  and  said,  “Except  ye  be 
converted  and  become  as  a  little  child  ye  cannot  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  Have  we  lost  that  open-mindedness  and  open¬ 
heartedness  of  childhood? 

In  the  New  Testament  the  Greek  word  for  sin  means  “missing  the 
mark.”  We  can  miss  the  mark  by  overshooting  and  so  trespass  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  others.  Or  we  can  come  short  of  the  mark 
and  fail  to  do  our  duty.  This  is  a  “shortcoming.”  We  recognize  the 
difference  in  our  twofold  way  of  repeating  the  Lord  s  Prayer.  Some 
say,  “Forgive  us  our  trespasses”;  others  say,  “Forgive  us  our  debts 
(shortcomings). 

We  ought  to  keep  both  words  in  mind.  Juvenile  delinquents  com¬ 
mit  flagrant  trespasses.  Adult  delinquents  are  prone  to  shortcomings 
and  moral  debts. 

Maybe  if  there  were  not  so  many  middle-aged  shortcomings, 
there  would  not  be  so  many  youthful  trespasses. 


©CM  AS* 
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"My  minister  thinks  lack  of  faith  is  all  that's 
ailing  me,  but  personally  I  think  it's  a  vitamin  de¬ 
ficiency!" 


The 

L  ay  m  an7  s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Forest  And  The  Bushes 

Our  frontier  forefathers  coined 
many  earthly  expressions  that  still 
describe  human  dealings  more 
clearly  than  we  can  with  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  much  better  training  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Whether  or  not  they  are 
elegant,  according  to  some  present 
day  standards,  these  expressions 
are  still  colorful  and  certainly  ex¬ 
pressive.  A  crowd  of  young  people 
can  be  as  noisy  “as  a  truckload  of 
turkeys.”  A  man’s  wit  is  as  “keen 
as  a  brier.”  A  mixed  up  individu¬ 
al  is  “like  a  blind  dog  in  a  meat 
house.”  Sometimes  a  man  is  so 
ugly  “he  shoulda  stayed  home.”  A 
self-satisfied  person  sometimes 
“grins  like  a  possum.”  Likewise, 
we  sometimes  become  so  engrossed 
in  our  daily  jobs  that  we  fail  to 
see  the  greater  challenge  of  the 
small  duties.  Then  we  “can’t  see  the 
forest  for  the  bushes.” 

It  is  this  last  condition  that 
plagues  most  of  us.  Probably  our 
pastors  are  most  likely  to  fall  into 
this  frame  of  mind,  since  they  are 
loaded  with  so  many  nagging  de¬ 
tails  of  human  relations  that  should 
take  care  of  themselves.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this,  there  are  always  meet¬ 
ings  to  attend  (because  the  laymen 
will  not  attend  them),  quotas  to 
raise,  programs  to  promote,  etc.,  etc. 
The  pastor  is  not  the  only  one  to 
become  a  victim,  either.  The  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  Men’s  Club;  or  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  or  the  chairmen  of  the  Com¬ 
missions;  or  the  Church  School  Su¬ 
perintendent;  all  of  these  people 
can  be  heard  to  mutter  at  one  time 
or  another,  “Oh,  I  don’t  believe  it’s 
worth  the  trouble.”  It  certainly  is 
a  natural  failing  to  become  a  bit 
synical  about  the  hopes  of  the 
church  when  we  seem  to  have  lit¬ 


tle  support.  With  a  congregation 
of  hundreds  who  should  be  assum¬ 
ing  a  reasonable  share  of  the  load, 
there  are  usually  only  a  score  or 
so  who  can  be  depended  upon  to  do 
what  is  needed  to  be  done. 

A  small  attendance  at  church 
Sunday  night  is  a  disappointment  to 
the  minister.  So  is  a  smaller  crowd 
at  a  rural  church  where  a  layman 
goes  to  proclaim  his  Christian  mes¬ 
sage.  But  which  one  are  we  will¬ 
ing  to  point  to  and  say,  “He  or  she 
is  not  worth  preaching  to?”  John 
Wesley  preached  several  times  a 
day  for  years.  He  spread  Chris¬ 
tianity  through  England  by  preach¬ 
ing  to  small  groups,  to  families,  to 
little  knots  of  workers.  The  circuit 
riding  preachers  of  early  America 
did  the  same  thing.  My  preacher 
grandfather  listed  in  his  notes  the 
membership  of  a  certain  circuit  that 
he  served  in  eastern  Arkansas. 
There  were  9  points  on  it  and  the 
total  membership  was  slightly  over 
100!  Shame  on  us,  either  pastor  or 
layman,  who  thinks  that  a  small 
group  is  not  worth  hearing  his 
words!  Putting  it  another  way,  we 
might  be  much  embarrassed  if  God 
caught  us  measuring  His  work  with 
our  own  puny  yardsticks.  Maybe 
the  Apostle  Paul  had  been  plagued 
with  this  some  sort  of  thinking 
when  he  wrote  both  the  Galatians 
and  the  Thessalonians  urging  them 
not  to  “be  weary  in  well-doing." 
Being  a  co-worker  with  Christ  will 
bring  us  disappointments  and  dis¬ 
couragements,  as  it  did  Him.  But 
we  can  be  sure  that  He  knows  our 
problems,  since  He  had  them  all. 
just  as  you. and  I  do  these  days.  He 
will  help  us  to  see  the  trees  as  well 
as  the  bushes  if  we  call  on  Him  for 
guidance  as  we  face  every  task, 
large  or  small. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  November  15,  1959:  THE  COST  OF  CONVICTIONS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  6,  7.  LESSON  TEXT,  6:8-15;  7:54-60. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Be  faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  you  the  crown 
of  life.  Revelation  2:10.  (RSV) 


We  study  today  the  second  lesson  of  Unit 
XI.  The  four  lessons  of  this  series  are  grouped 
under  the  common  subject,  “We  Must  Decide.” 
Last  Sunday  we  saw  an  illustration  of  this  sub¬ 
ject,  as  the  apostles  stood  before  the  Sanhedrin 
and,  in  the  face  of  the  court’s  demands,  declared, 
“We  must  obey  God  rather  than  man.” 

At  the  close  of  last  Sunday’s  lesson,  after  the 
final  trial  of  the  disciples  as  a  group  before  the 
Sanhedrin,  we  left  the  apostles  in  the  Temple 
continuing  to  defy  the  orders  of  the  Sanhedrin 
as  “Daily  in  the  temple  and  in  every  house,  they 
ceased  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ.” 

With  the  trial,  which  we  studied  last  Sun¬ 
day,  the  Sanhedrin  seemed  to  change  its  policy 
in  dealing  with  the  apostles.  It  would  appear 
that  members  of  the  Sanhedrin  took  seriously 
the  advice  of  Gamaliel  and  decided  to  let  the 
work  of  the  apostles  be  tested  by  time  and  its 
effect  on  the  people.  Consequently  the  apostles, 
as  a  group,  were  not  brought  before  the  Jewish 
court  again. 


Since  Last  Sunday 


The  verses  in  chapter  six  just  preceding  our 
lesson  text,  tell  of  new  developments  in  the 
Christian  movement.  It  appears,  from  these 
verses,  that  there  was  a  group  of  Greek-speaking 
Jews  in  Jerusalem.  This  group  was  composed 
of  especially  zealous  Jews  who  could  not  be 
satisfied  to  live  apart  from  the  Temple  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Jerusalem  from  various  countries. 
Some  also  were  former  slaves  who  had  regained 
their  freedom  and  had  returned  to  Jerusalem. 
There  were  so  many  of  these  that  one  of  the 
|  synagogues,  according  to  the  Standard  Revised 
Version,  was  called  the  Freedmen  synagogue. 

In  this  group  of  Greek-speaking  Jews  there 
were  a  number  of  Christians.  This  group  became 
I  critical  of  those  in  charge  of  caring  for  the  poor 
widows  in  the  Christian  movement.  They  felt 
that  their  widows  were  being  discriminated 
against,  or  at  least  neglected.  As  a  result  of  this 
criticism  the  twelve  apostles  called  a  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  seven  men  to  give 
special  attention  to  this  charitable  work.  This 
was  done  that  the  apostles  might  give  their  at¬ 
tention  “to  preaching  and  to  the  ministry  of  the 
word.”  Among  the  seven  selected  was  Stephen, 
the  principal  character  in  today’s  lesson. 


Stephen  The  Man — A  Non-Conformisi 

Stephen  is  a  Greek  name.  Hence  it  is  likely 
that  the  Stephen  of  our  lesson  was  a  part  of  the 
Greek-speaking  group  in  Jerusalem,  possibly  a 
jriember  of  the  Freedmen  synagogue  in  Jerusa- 
em-  At  some  time,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  or 
'ater>  Stephen  had  become  converted  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  He  was  giving  enthusiastic 
witness  to  his  Christian  faith  among  the  Greek- 
’Peaking  Jews.  They  tried  to  offset  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  Stephen’s  ministry  among  them  but  found 
hat  they  were  unable  to  cope  with  the  logic  and 
■Prrit  of  his  messages. 

One  of  the  striking  things  about  Stephen 
Cas  his  deep  conviction.  His  convictions  he  held 
nnd  proclaimed  regardless  of  the  cost.  Convic- 
n°ns  in  life  are  of  priceless  value  if  they  are 
’rounded  on  truth.  However,  at  times  convic- 
nons  are  as  costly  as  they  are  valuable.  With 
3|ePhen,  expressing  his  convictions  cost  him  his 
1  o.  Nevertheless,  life,  at  its  best,  always  em- 
0<fies  something  worth  dying  for  if  necessary. 

Stephens  was  a  non-conformist  and  that  is 
ways  costly.  It  is  hard  for  people  to  get  consent 
their  minds  to  be  different.  This  is  true 
ether  it  is  a  matter  of  styles  in  clothing,  re¬ 


fusing  to  take  a  social  drink  with  a  group,  re¬ 
fusing  to  laugh  at  a  smutty  joke  or  simply  to 
stand  for  Christian  principles  in  a  crowd  where 
low  ideals  prevail. 

The  Trial  of  Stephen 

When  the  wisdom  of  the  worshipers  in  the 
Freedmen  synagogue  was  unable  to  match  the 
influence  of  Stephen,  the  Christian,  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue,  the  enemies  of  Stephen  did  the  customary 
thing — they  decided  to  stop  the  testimony  of 
Stephen,  either  by  the  court’s  decree  or  by  hav¬ 
ing  him  put  to  death. 

Consequently  they  raised  such  a  stir  that 
the  Jewish  authorities  arrested  Stephen  and 
brought  him  before  the  Sanhedrin  for  trial.  Like 
the  enemies  of  Jesus,  when  He  was  on  trial  in 
Pilate’s  court,  they  hired  false  witnesses  to 
testify  against  Stephen.  Their  testimony  was,  in 
principle,  the  same  as  that  produced  by  the 
enemies  of  Jesus.  Stephen  was  accused  of  blas¬ 
phemy  and  of  speaking  against  the  Temple  and 
the  Jewish  law.  Witnesses  said  Stephen  had 
taught  that  Jesus  would  destroy  the  Temple  and 
change  the  law  of  Moses. 

The  Face  of  An.  Angel 

Verse  15  of  our  lesson  text  reads,  “And  gaz¬ 
ing  at  him,  all  who  sat  in  the  council  saw  that 
his  face  was  like  the  face  of  an  angel.”  (RSV) 

From  this  verse  it  appears  that  Stephen  was 
transfigured  before  his  enemies.  His  face  be¬ 
came  like  the  face  of  an  angel.  There  are  other 
instances  of  this  character  in  the  Bible.  Exodus 
34:29  reads,  in  part,  “Moses  did  not  know  that 
the  skin  of  his  face  shone  because  he  had  been 
talking  with  God.”  Moses  had  been  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  with  God.  On  his  return  to  the  Israelites, 
with  this  glow  of  divine  light  on  his  face,  the 
Israelites  were  afraid. 

When  Jesus  was  transfigured  before  three 
of  the  apostles,  as  they  saw  Him  in  something 
of  His  real  glory,  they  were  afraid.  When  the 
face  of  Stephen  took  on  the  appearance  of  an 
angel,  there  must  have  been  something  of  this 
same  fear  in  the  hearts  of  his  accusers. 

Stephen.  Speaks  At  Length 

With  the  question,  “Are  these  things  so?”  the 
members  of  the  Sanhedrin  made  the  mistake  of 
offering  Stephen  an  opportunity  to  defend  him¬ 
self.  This  he  did  with  the  longest  recorded  speech 
in  the  Book  of  Acts. 

Some  parts  of  this  speech  may  have  seemed 
to  be  irrelevant  to  the  Sanhedrin,  but  before  he 
was  finished  they  really  saw  the  point.  After 
giving  a  brief  background  of  Jewish  history, 
with  its  frequent  rejections  of  God,  Stephen  said 
to  his  listeners,  “Ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy 
Ghost:  as  your  fathers  did,  so  do  ye.” 

Stephen  declared  that  their  fathers  had 
persecuted  the  prophets  and  had  killed  those  who 
prophesied  the  “coming  of  the  Just  One;  of  whom 
ye  have  been  now  the  betrayers  and  murderers.” 
That  was  rather  strong  talk  for  a  prisoner  at  the 
bar. 

Gnashing  Teeth — A  Heavenly  Vision — Stopped 
Ears — Murder 

(1)  “When  they  heard  these  things,  they 
gnashed  on  him  with  their  teeth.”  The  Greek 
word  used  here  for  “gnashing”  of  teeth  is  quite 
similar  to  the  word  Jesus  used  to  describe  the 
sufferings  of  lost  people  in  the  world  to  come 
when  He  said,  “there  shall  be  weeping  and 
‘gnashing’  of  teeth.” 

It  would  appear  that  something  of  the  fury 
of  people  in  a  lost  world  siezed  members  of  the 
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Sanhedrin  and  others  as  they  heard  these  ac¬ 
cusing  words  of  Stephen.  It  is  not  clear  from 
the  Record  whether  Stephen  was  legally  con¬ 
demned  by  the  Sanhedrin  or  whether  an  un¬ 
controllable  anger  caused  the  group  to  dispense 
with  legal  formalities  and  proceed  directly  to 
the  job  of  killing  Stephen  as  had  been  planned 
either  legally  or  illegally. 

(2)  In  the  midst  of  this  anger-crazed  mob 
Stephen  retained  a  calm  that  must  have  been 
all  the  more  maddening  for  the  crowd.  The  thin 
veil  that  seems  at  times  to  separate  heaven  from 
earth  was,  for  Stephen,  drawn  aside  and  he  “saw 
the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  on  the 
right  hand  of  God.”  Stephen  said  to  the  mad¬ 
dened  crowd,  “Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened, 
and  the  Son  of  man  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God.” 

The  New  Testament  usually  speaks  of  Christ 
as  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  God;  here  He  is 
pictured  as  standing.  Here,  in  the  crisis  of  the 
life  of  one  of  His  faithful  followers,  Jesus  is 
pictured  as  standing,  as  if  to  welcome  home  one 
of  his  loyal  followers. 

(3)  “Then  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
stopped  their  ears,  and  ran  upon  him  with  one 
accord.”  Some  of  the  people  of  Stephen’s  day 
had  not  yet  learned  that  you  cannot  destroy 
truth  by  refusing  to  hear  it.  There  is  evidence 
about  us  that  there  are  people  even  in  this  late 
day  who  have  yet  to  learn  that  fact.  We  are  just 
as  much  responsible  for  the  truth  we  would  have 
heard,  had  we  not  stopped  our  ears,  as  we  are 
for  the  truth  we  have  heard  but  refused  to  fol¬ 
low. 

Saul,  later  Paul,  who  was  a  part  of  the 
crowd  that  refused  to  hear  Stephen  longer,  had 
a  similar  experience  himself  in  Jerusalem  as  he 
plead  for  his  life  before  an  angry  mob.  Acts  22: 
22  reads,  “Up  to  this  word  they  listened  to  him.” 
(RSV)  As  long  as  people  listen  to  the  truth,  there 
is  hope  for  them.  When  they  stop  listening  and 
their  actions  are  motivated  by  unrestrained  emo¬ 
tional  hatred,  almost  anything  can  happen.  This 
is  one  of  the  high  values  of  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions  and  other  meetings  between  conflicting  na¬ 
tional  groups.  So  long  as  the  representatives  of 
the  various  nations  continue  to  listen  there  is 
hope  for  world  peace.  If  the  nations  ever  stop 
listening  to  each  other,  we  should  prepare  for 
the  worst. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  Stephen,  when  the  mob 
stopped  its  ears  and  quit  listening,  it  “ran  upon” 
Stephen  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  city  and 
stoned  him  to  death.  In  the  beginning  it  appears 
that  the  enemies  of  Stephen  wanted  legal  author¬ 
ity  for  putting  Stephen  out  of  the  way.  Later 
the  only  thing  that  mattered  was  his  destruction. 

A  Young  Man  Saw  Stephen  Die 

In  order  not  to  be  hindered  by  their  flow¬ 
ing  robes,  the  murderers  of  Stephen  took  off 
their  outer  garments  and  “laid  down  their  clothes 
at  a  young  man’s  feet,  whose  name  was  Saul,” 
later  Paul. 

This  was  an  experience,  the  memory  of 
which  followed  Paul  throughout  his  ministry. 
After  his  three  great  missionary  tours  Paul  came 
back  to  Jerusalem.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he 
was  faced  with  an  angry  mob  that  was  about  to 
kill  him.  Given  a  chance  to  speak  one  of  the 
things  Paul  said  was,  “When  the  blood  of  thy 
martyr  Stephen  was  shed,  I  also  was  standing 
by,  and  consented  to  his  death,  and  kept  the 
raiment  of  them  that  slew  him.”  It  is  quite  likely 
that  the  death  of  Stephen  played  a  large  part 
in  the  conversion  of  Paul.  There  was  something 
in  the  life  and  death  of  Stephen  which  he  could 
never  forget. 

The  Prayer  Stephen  Prayed 

As  the  stones  thrown  by  the  infuriated  be¬ 
gan  to  beat  on  the  body  of  Stephen  we  are  told 
that  he  kneeled  down.  He  seemed  to  sense  the 
fact  that  he  was  to  be  the  first  of  the  followers 
of  Jesus  to  die  for  the  cause.  The  manner  of  his 
death  was  an  example  for  the  thousands  of 
others  who  were  to  die  for  Christ’s  sake. 

Stephen  prayed,  “Lord  Jesus  receive  my 
spirit.”  This  prayer  was  similar  to  the  prayer  of 
Jesus  when  He  said,  "Into  thy  hands  I  commend 
my  spirit.”  Like  Jesus  also  in  spirit,  Stephen 
prayed  for  those  who  were  killing  him.  Jesus 
prayed,  “Father  forgive  them  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do.”  Stephen  prayed,  “Lord  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge.  And  when  he  had  said 
this,  he  fell  asleep.” 
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R.  W.  BACHMAN  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation,  was  speaker  at  the  supper 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Tuesday 
night,  October  20.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  the  pastor. 

RS.  JEANNE  MASON  SMITH  announces  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  Johnna  Gaye,  on  October 
30  at  St.  Vincent’s  Infirmary.  Johnna  Gaye 
weighed  8  pounds,  3  ounces.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the 
former  director  of  Methodist  Information  who 
now  resides  at  3522  Lee  Avenue,  Little  Rock. 

BOB  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
spoke  at  the  evening  worship  service  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  in  observance  of 
Laymen’s  Day  on  Sunday,  October  25.  Mr.  Lay 
is  a  member  of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Gil¬ 
liam,  and  has  been  Conference  Lay  Leader  for 
the  past  twelve  years.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

JAY  MUESCHKE  AND  RALLY  WALKER,  both 
of  DeQuincy,  were  the  speakers  at  Laymen’s 
Day  services  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeQuincy  on  Sunday,  October  18.  Both  are 
certified  lay  speakers.  Mr.  Mueschke  was  re¬ 
cently  recommended  to  the  Lake  Charles  District 
for  license  to  preach  as  a  Local  Preacher.  Rev. 
H.  A.  Gibbs  is  pastor  of  the  DeQuincy  church. 

CECIL  RAMEY,  a  Shreveport  attorney,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Laymen’s  Day  service 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on  Sunday, 
October  25.  Mr.  Ramey  has  been  voted  the  out¬ 
standing  young  man  of  the  year  in  his  native 
city,  and  teaches  the  Men’s  Bible  Class,  a  class 
of  600  members,  in  his  church.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pome¬ 
roy  is  pastor  of  the  Monroe  church. 

HALE  R.  SHADOW,  member  of  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  morning  worship  service  of  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church  on  Laymen’s  Day,  Sunday, 
October  25.  Shirly  Bond,  member  of  the  Haynes¬ 
ville  Church,  spoke  at  the  evening  worship 
service.  Mr.  Bond  is  treasurer  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Missions.  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  NEILL  HART,  superintendent  of  the  Cam¬ 
den,  Arkansas  District,  was  guest  speaker  for 
the  Youth  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
on  Church  Nite,  October  25  and  November  4. 
Dr.  Hart  is  returning  to  the  church  by  popular 
demand,  and  will  discuss  “Boy  and  Girl  Relation¬ 
ships.”  He  has  written  numerous  articles  and 
books  relating  to  this  subject.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

AT  THE  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE  of  Wynn 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  re¬ 
cently  Lay  Speaker  Licenses  were  granted  to 
E.  P.  Smith,  W.  E.  Deputy  and  Herbert  Gant. 
These  men  have  already  been  used  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  local  church.  Mr.  Smith  was  the 
speaker  at  the  morning  service  on  Laymen’s 
Day  and  Mr.  Deputy  brought  the  message  at  the 
evening  service.  Herbert  Gant  was  used  to  fill 
the  pulpit  while  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt, 
was  on  vacation. 

SUPT.  WARREN  CORMIER  of  the  Louisiana 
Correctional  Institute  spoke  on  Penology  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
of  University  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles. 
Mr.  Cormier  was  introduced  by  J.  W.  Merchant, 
in  the  absence  of  the  president,  Curtis  Price,  who 
was  ill.  According  to  the  reporter,  a  wonderful 
meal  and  message  was  enjoyed  by  a  good  turn¬ 
out  of  members.  Rev.  James  Stovall  is  the 
pastor. 

LAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  in  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church 


at  Natchitoches  by  two  laymen  of  the  church, 
Wayne  Wilkerson  and  Enlow  Grigsby.  Mr.  Wilk- 
erson  spoke  at  the  morning  service  using  the 
subject,  “You  Have  Been  Called.”  Mr.  Grigsby 
spoke  at  the  evening  service  on  “Problems  of 
Our  Day.”  Kirk  Anthony  Foster,  infant  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Foster,  Jr.,  of  Shreveport, 
was  baptized  at  the  morning  service  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer.  The  sponsors  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Foster,  Sr.,  paternal  grandpar¬ 
ents,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Stephens,  Sr., 
maternal  grandparents. 

LAYMEN’S  DAY  will  be  observed  in  the 
Springhill  Methodist  Church  on  November  8, 
with  Syvell  Burke,  Lay  Leader  in  charge.  The 
day’s  events  will  begin  with  family  devotionals 
in  every  home  at  8:00  a.m.  A  radio  devotional 
will  be  conducted  by  Billy  Baucum,  local  school 
principal,  and  this  will  be  followed  by  a  Lay¬ 
men’s  Breakfast  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
church.  The  morning  worship  service  will 
feature  the  men’s  choir  and  will  have  as  prin¬ 
cipal  speaker  Philip  Pfost,  layman  from  Bastrop. 
Mr.  Pfost  is  principal  of  the  Southside  School  in 
Bastrop.  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain  is  pastor  of  the 
Springhill  Church. 

ON  WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  October  28,  the 
regular  mid-week  Prayer  Meeting  and  Bible 
Study  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  DeRid- 
der,  was  held  in  the  Upper  Room,  a  prayer  room 
maintained  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  instead  of  in  the  sanctuary.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  led  by  Mrs.  Floyd  Martin  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  the  women  and  young  people  of  the 
church,  while  the  men  of  the  church  were  hosts 
to  Methodist  Men  of  First  Methodist  Church. 
These  weekly  prayer  meetings  are  creating 
much  interest,  and  are  well  attended,  according 
to  the  reporter,  Mrs.  Louise  Smith.  The  book 
of  Revelation  is  presently  being  studied,  with 
the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  as  teacher. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  was  host  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  First  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  October  28.  The  dinner 
consisted  of  fried  chicken,  rice,  candied  yams, 
green  salad,  hot  rolls,  cold  drinks,  coffee,  cookies, 
and  ice  cream.  This  meal  was  prepared  and 
served  by  the  men  of  the  Wesley  Church.  The 
program  consisted  of  Bible  readings  by  Mrs. 
Walter  Elliott,  Librarian  of  the  DeRidder  High 
School.  During  the  evening  the  men  of  First 
Church  viewed  the  new  sanctuary,  nearing  com¬ 
pletion.  This  event  was  in  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  assistance  given  to  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  by  members  of  First  Church.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  the  Wesley  Church. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Baton 
Rouge,  celebrated  its  125th  anniversary  with 
an  all  day  program  at  the  church.  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  church,  preached  at 
both  the  8:30  and  11:00  a.m.  services.  Members 
of  the  church  who  cared  to  do  so,  wore  costumes 
such  as  bonnets,  long  dresses,  shawls,  coonskin 
caps,  Indian  gear,  and  old  fashioned  lady  or 
gentlemen  clothing.  Those  in  costume  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  Circuit  Riders’  Processional  to  Church 
at  10:45  a.m.  After  the  morning  worship  service 
there  was  a  dinner  on  the  grounds,  a  Historical 
Pageant,  and  entertainment  by  Circuit  Riders' 
Quartet.  At  the  evening  worship  service  Rev. 
Hugh  Baker,  Jr.,  associate  pastor  of  the  church, 
preached  on  the  subject  “Too  Old?” 

MEMBERSHIP  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States  increased  by  1.27  per  cent  to 
a  total  of  9,815,459  members  during  the  past  year. 
The  Church’s  annual  statistical  report  also  show¬ 
ed  that  the  number  of  organized  Methodist 
churches  in  the  United  States,  Cuba  and  Puerto 


Rico  is  39,236 — 81  less  than  a  year  ago.  Cuba 
and  Puerto  Rico  were  included  in  all  tabulations 
because  they  are  affiliated  with  the  church’s 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  area.  Rev.  Albert  C.  Hoover 
statistical  director,  said  memberships  during  the 
past  year  increased  by  123,543,  but  that  the 
church  actually  got  763,464  new  members.  Losses 
by  transfer  and  death  reduced  the  net  gain. 
Methodists  contributed  $75,498,724  to  benevol¬ 
ences  this  past  year,  a  gain  of  $6,251,121  over 
last  year. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH,  De¬ 
Ridder,  is  extending  an  invitation  to  all 
friends  to  attend  Opening  Day  services  for  the 
new  sanctuary,  on  Sunday,  November  8.  The 
special  plans  of  the  day,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Open  House  Committee,  are  for  the  minister, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  to  speak  at  the  11:00  o’clock 
service  on  the  topic,  “Don’t  Give  Up,”  followed 
by  Holy  Communion.  At  2:00  p.m.  there  will  be 
a  dedicatory  service  in  recognition  of  those  who 
made  gifts  to  the  church,  followed  by  Open 
House.  At  the  evening  worship,  special  guests 
will  be  the  Cryar  Chorus  of  the  Mansfield  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  pastor  will  speak  on  “What 
Makes  a  Church  Great?”  Co-chairmen  for  the 
Open  House  arrangements  are  Mrs.  G.  A.  Blank- 
enbaker  and  Edward  Gillis. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Alexandria 
will  observe  Loyalty  Day  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  8,  according  to  an  announcement  issued 
jointly  by  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  pastor,  and  Dr. 
A.  Quinn  Hyde,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board. 
“On  that  date,”  the  announcement  declared,  “at 
all  three  worship  services,  members  of  our  ! 
church  will  have  the  privilege  of  going  to  the 
altar  of  the  sanctuary  and  laying  before  God 
their  pledges  to  the  financial  budget  for  another 
year.”  Dr.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr.,  and  Paul  K.  Adams 
were  announced  as  co-chairmen  of  Loyalty  Day 
activities  leading  up  to  the  day  of  pledging. 
Membership  was  reported  at  1858  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference.  A  record  high 
budget  for  the  congregation’s  program  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  pledged  during  services  of  the  day. 
Church  members  were  kept  informed  of  activ¬ 
ities  by  television,  radio,  newspaper,  church  bul¬ 
letin  and  special  mailings,  according  to  Willard 
L.  Cobb,  chairman  of  the  Public  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  the  Elizabeth  Sulli¬ 
van  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
included  a  concert  on  “John  Hammond  Night” 
when  a  gift  was  presented  Mr.  Hammond  by 
members  of  the  church  at  the  close  of  the  con-  i 
cert.  Mr.  Hammond,  Minister  of  Music,  has 
served  for  15  years.  Ronnie  Skinner  spoke  to  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  at  their  October  meeting. 
Rev.  Howard  Daughenbaugh,  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Lay  Leader,  and  director  of  Tulane-New- 
comb  Wesley  Foundation,  New  Orleans,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Laymen’s  Day  Service.  The 
UNICEF  Trick  or  Treat  program  was  directed 
by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Tisdale  of  the  church,  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  providing 
transportation.  Both  Juniors  and  Young  People 
took  part  in  the  program  at  which  $100.00  was 
raised.  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

AN  EXTENSIVE  SOCIAL  ACTIVITY  PRO- 
.  GRAM  has  been  launched  in  Wynn  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  under  the 
direction  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt.  A 
monthly  family  night  supper  is  held  on  every 
first  Thursday.  Men’s  recreation  activities  are 
continued  on  every  second  and  fourth  Thursday. 
Regular  youth  activities  for  juniors,  intermedi¬ 
ates  and  seniors  are  conducted  on  Sundays  be¬ 
ginning  at  5:00  p.m.  These  activities  begin  with 
junior  and  intermediate  choir  rehearsal  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen  Moon.  Recre¬ 
ational  activities  and  eats  are  provided  at  sepa¬ 
rate  times  for  each  group  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
Each  group  meets  in  their  departmental  assembly 
rooms  for  business  and  devotional.  Herbert  Gant 
has  been  employed  as  youth  director.  Serving  as 
counselors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen  Moon  for  the 
juniors;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Sistrunk  for  the 
intermediates;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Davis  f°r 
the  seniors. 
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Vivian  Church  Hears 
Dr.  K.  L.  Mason 
Report  on  Africa 


Laymen’s  Day  Held 
At  David  Haas 
Memorial  Church 


Dr.  Keith  L.  Mason,  well-known 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  spoke  at  the  Vivian  Methodist 
Church  Sunday,  November  1,  in  the 
evenings  worship  service.  He  was 
being  sponsored  by  Missions  Com¬ 
mission  program  as  one  of  the  spe¬ 
cial  features. 

Dr.  Mason  went  to  Africa  last 
summer  on  a  volunteer  tour-of-du- 
ty  of  Methodist  hospitals.  His  sub¬ 
ject  was,  “A  Doctor’s  Report  on  the 
Dark  Continent.”  He  showed  slides 
of  his  work  and  visit  there.  The 
doctor  stated  that,  “the  masses  of 
Africa  are  the  last  great  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  the  Church.  Unless  strong 
efforts  are  put  forth  by  Christian 
missions  of  all  denominations,  par¬ 
ticularly  south  of  the  Sarah  Desert, 
communism  will  ride  in  on  the 
wings  of  hyper-nationalism,  or  the 
extreme  desire  for  freedom.” 

While  in  Africa,  the  doctor  visited 
six  mission  hospitals  and  did  surgi¬ 
cal  work  at  three  of  these.  At  one 
time  he  was  400  miles  from  a  tele¬ 
phone  or  any  form  of  communica¬ 
tions. 

He  went  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Foreign  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  served  as  a  missionary 
doctor  in  hospitals  in  Ganta  in  Li¬ 
beria,  at  Wenhayama  in  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo,  and  Nyadiri  Hospital  in 
Southern  Rhodesia. 

Dr.  Mason,  a  native  of  Alabama, 
is  a  graduate  of  Tulane  University 
where  he  was  president  of  his  sen¬ 
ior  medical  class.  He  interned  at 
Schumpert  Sanitarium  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  had  a  fellowship  at  Mayo 
Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.  Active 
in  church  affairs,  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist,  Shreveport,  he  has  served  as 


Laymen’s  Day  was  observed  at 
the  David  jfaas  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bunkie,  Sunday,  October 
18.  Warren  L.  Constant,  lay  lead¬ 
er  for  the  church,  presided  and  gave 
the  invocation.  The  morning  pray¬ 
er  was  given  by  T.  E.  Cranford. 

The  Adult  Choir,  under  the  di- 
retion  of  Mrs.  Warren  L.  Constant, 
organist  and  choir  director,  sang 
“The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple.” 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Couvillion  led  in  the 
Responsive  Reading,  which  was  en¬ 
titled  “Citizenship.”  The  Scripture 
Lesson  was  read  by  J.  B.  Cochran 
and  W.  C.  Earnest,  Jr.,  gave  the  Of¬ 
fertory  Prayer. 

The  Laymen’s  Day  Message,  “You 
Have  Been  Called”  was  presented 
by  Lee  W.  Portwood,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  O. 
LaPrairie  and  Curry  M.  Elliott.  J. 
B.  Cochran  pronounced  the  Bene¬ 
diction. 


charge  lay  leader  and  as  delegate 
to  the  Louiaiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  is  presently  serving  on 
the  official  board  of  that  church 
and  as  chairman  of  the  pastorial 
committee.  He  is  also  on  the  Board 
of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphan¬ 
age. 

In  his  travels  in  1956,  he  visited 
Russia,  the  Holy  Land,  the  Near 
East  and  Europe  on  a  tour  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Dana  Dawson  of  Kan¬ 
sas.  In  1957  he  visited  Russia  on 
a  similar  tour  conducted  by  the 
Bishop. 

Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown  is  pastor  of 
the  Vivian  Church. 


CARLEE  LANGFORD 


Ruston  Youth 
Is  National 
Merit  Semifinalist 


Carlee  Langford,  a  senior  student 
at  Ruston  High  School  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  was  recently  notified  that 
she  is  a  semifinalist  in  the  National 
Merit  Scholarship  Competition.  As 
a  semifinalist,  she  now  faces  anoth¬ 
er  rigorous  three-hour  examination. 
Along  with  her  examination  scores, 
she  will  be  judged  on  her  high 
school  grades,  extra-curricular  ac¬ 
tivities,  school  citizenship,  and  lead¬ 
ership  qualities. 

Miss  Langford’s  high  school  ac¬ 
tivities  include  Debate  Club  officer 
three  years,  class  representative 
and .  majorette  for  the  pep  squad 
two  years  each,  delegate  to  State 
Leadership  Conference,  member  of 
Student  Council,  National  Honor 
Society,  and  on  the  staff  of  the 
school  newspaper  and  annual. 

As  a  member  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  she 
has  served  on  the  Executive  council 
three  years  and  the  division  council. 
She  is  now  on  the  Church  Commis¬ 
sion  of  Membership  and  Evangel¬ 
ism.  She  has  served  as  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  and  this  year  is 
president  and  represented  the 
group  at  the  National  Convocation 
of  Methodist  Youth  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity  last  August. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  2-5  Jurisdiction  W.S.C.S.  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Meeting, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 
Nov.  3-8  Methodist  Conference  on 
Christian  Education,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio. 

Nov.  16  Monroe  District  Conference 
Nov.  17  Alexandria  District  Conference 
(Trinity  Church) 

Nov.  17  Ruston  District  Conference 
(Jonesboro) 

Nov.  18  Shreveport  District  Conference 
(Broadmoor  Church) 

Nov.  19  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Nov.  19  Lafayette  District  Conference 
Nov.  20  Lake  Charles  District  Conf. 
Nov.  22  Harvest  Festival  (Town  and 
Country  Commission) 

Dec.  6  Commitment  Day  (Board  of 
Temperance) 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 


Lab  School  to 
Be  Held  November 
8-12,  Baton  Rouge 

The  third  annual  Laboratory-Ob¬ 
servation  School  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  Area  will  be  held  the  week 
of  November  8-12  at  University 
Methodist  Church.  This  type  of 
school  is  a  distinctive  method  of 
leadership  education  for  Church 
School  workers. 

For  the  first  half  hour  of  each 
period  adult  members  of  the  class, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Lab  in¬ 
structor,  plan  the  session  which  will 
be  held  with  the  children  or  young 
people.  Some  adults  will  plan  to 
observe,  others  will  plan  to  “stu¬ 
dent  teach.” 

The  next  hour  is  spent  with  the 
children  or  youth  as  the  student 
teachers  and  the  Lab  instructor  car¬ 
ry  out  the  plans  made.  The  remain¬ 
ing  hour  and  a  half  is  spent  in  eval¬ 
uation  of  the  session,  and  in  learn¬ 
ing  more  about  the  teaching  process. 

Instructors  for  Laboratory-Ob¬ 
servation  Schools  must  be  certified 
with  the  Board  of  Education  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  special  training  in  their 
field.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Learner,  director 
of  the  Lab  School,  has  been  fortun¬ 
ate  in  securing  an  excellent  staff 
for  this  year.  For  the  Nursery,  Mrs. 
Virgil  Patterson,  from  Merkel,  Tex¬ 
as,  is  the  instructor;  Mrs.  O.  S.  Her- 
vey,  of  Houston,  Texas,  will  teach 
Primary;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tomlinson,  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  will  lead  the 
Juniors;  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Yancey,  of 
Memphis,  is  in  charge  of  the  In¬ 
termediate  class.  Rev.  Jimmy  Car- 
raway,  of  Bunkie,  Louisiana,  will 
work  with  Senior  High  teachers  on 
the  program  of  the  MYF  and  will 
demonstrate  how  this  can  be  done 
by  working  with  a  group  of  Senior 
Highs  themselves. 

This  year,  in  addition  to  the  Lab 
classes,  there  will  be  a  general 
course  offered  on  the  “Teachings  of 
Jesus.”  This  was  done  for  several 
reasons.  The  most  important  one 
is  that  the  Lab  School  has  a  limited 
enrollment,  and  the  Bible  class  will 
be  able  to  handle  those  persons  who 
want  additional  training  but  are 
not  in  Lab  classes.  Rev.  Reuel  Al¬ 
len,  pastor  of  Winbourne  Ave. 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
is  the  teacher  of  the  general  Bible 
course.  His  methods  of  teaching 
and  presentation  fo  material  are  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  Board  of  Managers 
was  most  pleased  to  have  him  as  a 
member  of  the  staff. 

The  schedule  calls  for  all  classes 
to  meet  on  Sunday  afternoon  from 
2  to  4:30  p.m.  Then  the  Nursery 
and  Kindergarten  workers  meet  in 
the  mornings  from  9  to  12  noon;  and 
Primary,  Junior,  Intermediate  and 
Senior  High  groups  will  meet  in  the 
evenings  from  6:30  to  9:30  p.m.  The 
Bible  class  meets  from  7  to  9:30  p.m. 
each  evening. 

General  officers  for  the  School 
include  Mrs.  C.  F.  Learner,  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Director  of  the 
Lab  School;  Mr.  Earl  Turner,  of 
Istrouma  Methodist,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Managers;  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland,  of  Broadmoor  Methodist, 
Dean;  treasurer,  Rev.  Bill  Irving, 
of  Ingleside  Methodist;  Rev.  Reuel 
Allen,  of  Winbourne  Ave.  Metho¬ 
dist,  Secretary;  and  Mrs.  Walter 
McLean,  Jr.,  First  Methodist,  pub¬ 
licity.  Participating  churches  are 
First,  University,  North  Baton 
Rouge,  Winbourne,  Istrouma,  In¬ 
gleside,  Broadmoor  and  Jefferson. 


LOUISIANA  ASSOCIATION 

of 

METHODIST  LAYMEN 

(an  unofficial  and  a  volunteer  organization) 

Neeting  Place  Changed 

From 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  ALEXANDRIA 

To 

TRINITY  METHODIST  CHURCH 
Alexandria 

November  8  2:00  P.M. 

All  members  particularly  urged  to  attend 
(A  Paid  Advertisement) 
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Christian  Education 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Area  Persons  are 
Attending  National 
Education  Meeting 

Twenty-two  Methodists  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal  Area 
are  attending  the  thirteenth  nation¬ 
al  Methodist  Conference  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  being  held  Novem¬ 
ber  3-8  at  the  Hotel  Sheraton-Gib- 
son,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Nearly  1,000  Methodist  educa¬ 
tional  leaders  from  across  the  coun¬ 
try  are  expected  to  attend  the  bi¬ 
ennial  meeting. 

Principal  speakers  will  be  the 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  McFerrin  Stowe,  pastor 
of  St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Dr.  Arthur 
S.  Flemming,  secretary  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare,  Washington,  D.  C.;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Walter  G.  Muelder,  dean  of 
the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell 
B.  Hazzard,  head  of  the  Department 
of  Old  Testament,  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Purpose  of  the  conference  is  to 
provide  for  counsel  and  coopera¬ 
tion  of  professional  workers  en¬ 
gaged  in  Christian  education,  es¬ 
pecially  as  related  to  the  local 
church  of  Methodism,  said  the  Rev. 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  Nashville,  sec¬ 
retary-treasurer  of  the  conference 
and  editor  of  general  publications 
in  the  Editorial  Division  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  will  be 
“New  Insights  for  a  New  Age.” 

Among  those  attending  will  be 
presidents,  executive  secretaries  and 
other  staff  members  of  boards  of 
education  of  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  presidents  of  conference 
adult  fellowships,  professors  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  colleges,  universities,  and 
seminaries,  directors  of  Christian 
education  and  educational  assistants 
in  churches,  several  bishops,  and 
about  70  staff  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education,  Nashville. 

President  of  the  national  confer¬ 
ence  is  Mrs.  Estelle  Glanton  Barber, 
director  of  Christian  education  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas. 

Those  attending  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  are:  Dr.  Roy  Faw¬ 
cett;  Mrs.  John  L.  Tucker;  Miss 
Irene  Thornton;  Rev.  Kenneth  J. 
Shamblin  and  Mrs.  V.  B.  Story,  all 
of  Little  Rock.  Miss  Barbara  Mc¬ 
Daniel,  El  Dorado;  Mlrs.  A.  J.  Davis, 
Texarkana  and  Rev.  Harold  Wells, 
Arkadelphia. 

Those  attending  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  are:  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane;  Miss  Louise  Sharpe;  Miss 
Shiela  Nuttall;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Charl¬ 
ton;  Rev.  L.  L.  Broadus,  all  of 
Shreveport.  Rev.  John  W.  Hassler, 
Lake  Charles;  Mr.  Cecil  Benoit, 
Alexandria;  Miss  Mary  Dodgen, 
New  Orleans  and  yiss  Norma  Gar- 
lington,  Monroe. 

Those  attending  from  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  are:  Dr.  Ira 

A.  Brumley,  Conway;  Rev.  Arvil 
Brannon,  Marion;  Rev.  James  W. 
Beal,  Conway;  Rev.  Lloyd  M.  Con¬ 
yers,  Paragould  and  Miss  Barbara 
Meacham,  Fayetteville. 


No.  Ark.  Conference  Notes — 

November  -  Time  to  Emphasize  Ministerial 
Training  and  Christian  Higher  Education 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

The  period  of  November  8-15  has  been  designated  as  a  time  to  give 
emphasis  to  the  work  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training,  Hendrix  College, 
and  Wesley  Foundation. 

We  realize  that  the  funds  formally  raised  through  the  November  spe¬ 
cial  for  ministerial  training  and  Hendrix  College  are  now  placed  in  the 
budgets  of  the  local  churches. 

We  believe  that  this  period  of  November  8-15  can  still  be  used  in  a 
splendid  way  to  emphasize  the  call  to  the  ministry,  the  work  of  the  Board 


of  Ministerial  Training  and  our  pro¬ 
gram  of  higher  education  through 
Hendrix  College  and  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  work. 

We  hope  that  local  churches  will 
bring  the  importance  of  these  pro¬ 
grams  to  the  attention  of  their  peo¬ 
ple,  since  continual  emphasis  on 
the  importance  of  the  work  of  these 
agencies  is  necessary  in  order  to 
keep  our  people  with  an  under¬ 
standing  of  what  we  are  trying  to 
do. 

It  is  important  that  our  ministers 
use  such  period  as  this  to  preach 
m  the  call  to  the  ministry  and  on 
Christian  Higher  Education. 


Newport  School 

A  one  unit  training  school  on 
YOUR  HOME  CAN  BE  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN,  was  held  this  week  at  First 
Church,  Newport,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  E.  V.  Underhill  of 
Miemphis,  Tenn. 


Berryville  School 

A  three  unit  training  school  is 
to  be  held  at  Berryville  November 
9-11,  with  the  following  courses  be¬ 
ing  offered:  Teaching  Children,  Mrs. 
Leslie  Thompson;  Home  and 
Church  Working  Together,  Rev. 
John  S.  Workman;  Improving  the 
Church  School,  Rev.  W.  Leonard 
Byers. 


New  Certifications 

We  have  recently  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  new  certifications: 

Christian  Education  in  the 
Church:  Joseph  E.  Taylor,  Fayette¬ 
ville;  Aaron  Barling,  Wheatley; 
William  A.  Wilder,  Heber  Springs; 
William  Hightower,  Paragould. 

The  Gospel  of  Luke:  R.  E.  L. 
Bearden,  Fayetteville;  Charles  Lew¬ 
is,  Hughes;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Jimerson, 
Augusta. 

How  to  Teach  in  the  Church 
School:  Pryor  R.  Cruce,  N.  Little 
Rock;  Arvest  Lawson,  Searcy. 


Church  School  Rally  Day 

We  continue  to  receive  almost 
daily  Rally  Day  offerings.  Since 
the  report  appearing  in  the  Arkan- 
sts  Methodist  of  October  15  we  have 
received  the  following  Rally  Day 
offerings:  Sulphur  Springs,  $10; 
Bono,  $5;  Pleasant  Valley  (Harris¬ 
burg  Charge),  $10;  Crawfordsville, 
$23.50;  Wilson,  $30;  Brinkley,  $50; 
Monette,  $28.70;  Langley  Chapel, 
$5;  Grenade’s  Chapel,  $6;  Heber 
Springs,  $30;  Mountain  Home, 
$33.27;  New  Blaine,  $2;  Wyatt  Me¬ 
morial,  $15;  Perry,  $5;  Rose  City, 
$12;  Beech  Grove,  $5;  Russellville, 
First  Church,  $100;  Cabot,  $25;  St. 
John  (Manila-St.  John),  $5;  Hunt¬ 


ington,  $9.80;  Batesville,  Central 
Avenue,  $35;  Oak  Ridge  (Newark 
Circuit),  $10;  Scranton,  $5;  Harmon, 
$10;  Hurricane,  $2;  Widener,  $10; 
Blytheville,  First  Church,  $150; 
Clarksville,  $100;  Damascus,  $5; 
Mellwood,  $6.60;  Mansfield,  $15; 
Moorefield,  $20;  Fort  Smith,  St. 
Paul’s,  $50;  Russellville,  Wesley, 
$10;  Ola,  $10;  Farm  Hill,  $2.50;  De¬ 
laney,  $4.35;  Green  Forest,  $12; 
Promised  Land,  $5. 

Hope  District 
Holds  Missionary 
Institute,  Sept.  22 

The  Hope  District  Missionary  In¬ 
stitute  for  Children  and  Youth 
workers  was  held  September  22  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Arkansas,  with  seventy-two 
workers  registered. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Reinhardt,  district 
president,  presided.  After  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  the  hymn  “The  Kingdom  is 
Coming,”  Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Hope 
District  brought  the  devotional 
message. 

Rev.  Everett  Vinson,  host  pastor, 
extended  a  warm  welcome  to  all 
present. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Fohrell  of  Sparkman,  a 
former  conference  secretary  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  work  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  outlined  the  program  for 
the  day. 

The  Mission  studies  for  the  year 
for  both  groups  were  presented  by 
the  staff  leaders. 

“The  Churches  Mission  in  Town 
and  Country”  —  Primary,  Mrs.  Al¬ 
lan  Samples,  Ashdown;  Junior,  Mrs. 
Billy  Culberson,  Texarkana;  Youth, 
Mrs.  Milton  Teague,  Arkadelphia. 

“Africia”  —  Primary,  Mrs.  John 
B.  Hefley,  Pine  Bluff;  Junior,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Moore,  Hope;  Youth,  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Davis,  Texarkana. 

Rev.  Robert  Scott,  pastor  of  Fair- 
view  Methodist  Church,  Texarkana, 
spoke  to  the  Youth  Workers  on 
“Pattern  of  the  M.Y.F.” 

Conference  officers  present  for 
the  day  were  Mrs.  Milton  Teague, 
secretary  of  Youth  Work;  Mrs.  John 
Hefley,  secretary  of  Children’s 
Work;  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley,  secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Personnel. 

Lunch  was  served  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Nashville  church,  with  Mrs.  W. 
J.  Bennett,  president  of  the  local 
society  in  charge. 


Training  School 
To  Be  Held  for 
N.  Little  Rock  Area 

The  Methodist  Churches  of  the 
North  Little  Rock  Area  will  all 
participate  in  the  Area  Training 
School  of  November  8-12.  The 
school  will  begin  its  first  session 
with  an  Assembly  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  8,  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Gardner  Memorial  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  North  Little  Rock, 
which  is  the  center  for  the  training 
school. 

Monday  through  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning,  adult  classes  will  begin  at  7:00 
and  last  till  9:30  p.m.  Observation 
Laboratory  classes  will  begin  at 
7:00  and  last  till  8:00  for  children 
and  youth,  while  adults  who  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Lab  classes  will  re¬ 
main  until  9:30  for  an  evaluation 
period. 

Miss  Jackie  Wright,  educational 
assistant  of  the  Gardner  Church, 
said,  “This  training  program  is  just 
one  more  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Methodist  Church  to  educate  its 
people  in  Christian  living  and  serv¬ 
ice.  Many  such  schools  have  been 
held  throughout  Methodism  and 
Protestantism,  but  many  more  will 
need  to  be  held  if  Christian  people 
are  to  know  more  about  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion,  more  about  the  church 
and  more  of  how  to  live  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  in  this  decaying  world. 

“So  the  training  of  people  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life  must  continue 
as  it  has  down  through  the  cen¬ 
turies.  With  such  a  training  of  our 
people,  we  can  hope  to  overcome 
the  non-christian  forces  in  the 
world  today  and  build  a  Christian 
nation  under  one  Lord  who  is  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Sustainer.  The  challenge 
is  ever  before  us.” 

Shreveport  District 
Leadership  Program 

The  Shreveport  District  is  in  the 
midst  of  their  Leadership  Program. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  for  the  district  and  Rev. 
Barry  Bailey,  district  director  of 
Leadership  Education,  seven  sub¬ 
district  schools,  and  a  Bible  Con¬ 
ference  were  planned.  Each  area 
had  a  dean  appointed,  and  with  the 
ministers  involved,  plans  were 
completed.  The  first  three  of  these 
schools  have  been  held  with  fine 
results.  They  have  been  as  follows: 

1.  The  First  Church,  Noel,  Broad¬ 
moor,  St.  Lukes  Group  had  a  Sec¬ 
ond  Series  School  with  74  present. 

2.  Caddo  Heights,  Cedar  Grove, 
Morningside,  Wesley  Churches  had 
a  First  Series  School  with  78  per¬ 
sons  enrolled. 

3.  Mangum  Memorial,  Wiynn, 
Greenwood  ,  Trinity,  and  Bethany 
churches  had  104  enrolled  in  a  First 
Series  School. 

Plans  are  complete  for  the  re¬ 
maining  four,  and  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  the  District  Bible  Conference 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy  will  be  conducted.  An 
outstanding  Bible  teacher  in  each 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  will 
speak. 
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District  Officers  present  for  Seminar:  Left  to  right,  A.  Reber,  Mrs.  Willard  Barnhill,  Mrs.  David  Phillips, 
Mrs.  Sam  White,  Mrs.  Martin  Welsh,  Mrs.  George  President  of  hostess  society,  Mrs.  Paul  Lasseigne,  Mrs. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert,  Mrs.  M.  Leslie  Morris  and  Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  Sr. 


Mrs.  Leslie  G.  Morris,  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Education  of  the  La¬ 
fayette  District  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service,  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  Annual  Seminar 
was  held  here  at  9:30  a.m.  Septem¬ 
ber  16th  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
New  Iberia. 

Coffee  was  served  and  guests  were 
registered.  The  call  to  order  was 
set  for  10  o’clock.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke, 
Pastor,  gave  the  opening  worship 
and  Devotional.  Mrs.  Henry  Dau- 
terive,  Jr.,  sang  a  solo  with  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Walker  at  the  organ. 

The  1st  resume  was  given,  “The 
Role  of  the  United  Nations  in  World 
Affairs,”  by  Mrs.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
of  Berwick. 

The  Presentation  of  the  program 
book  and  worship  booklet,  “There’s 
a  Light  Upon  the  Mountains,”  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Sam  White,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Lafayette  District. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Study  on 
Africa  was  presented  by  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Reber,  President  of  the  District. 
Mrs.  Reber  was  in  costume  and  pre¬ 
sented  articles  of  interest  along  with 
the  brief  presentation  of  her  study. 

Luncheon  was  served  by  the  local 
W.S.C.S.  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild.  A  skit  entitled,  “For  Want 
of  a  Nail”  was  enacted  during  lunch. 
Afterwards,  the  supply  of  literature, 
used  in  teaching  all  courses,  as  well 
as  guides,  handbooks,  etc.,  was  on 
sale  before  the  afternoon  session 
began. 

Presentation  of  “The  Church’s 
Mission  in  Town  and  Country,”  the 
Home  Mission  study,  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Eloi  Girard. 

The  fourth  and  last  study  given 
was  the  Bible  study,  “The  Gospel  of 
Luke.”  This  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Willard  Barnhill  of  Church  Point. 
Mrs.  Barnhill  is  Secretary  of  Spir¬ 
itual  Life  of  the  Lafayette  District. 
She  also  conducted  the  closing  serv¬ 
ice  of  Worship,  “Ye  are  Witnesses.” 


Monticello  District 
Officers  Meet 

The  Monticello  District  Executive 
meeting  was  held  in  Lake  Village  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Duval  Purkins, 
District  President,  at  11:00  a.m., 

Thursday,  October  22,  for  a  lunch¬ 
eon  and  all-day  meeting. 

The  meeting  opened  with  a  prayer 
by  Mrs.  Purkins. 

Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  Conference 
Spiritual  Life  Secretary,  was  a  guest 
and  gave  a  devotional  using  as  her 
scripture  the  12th  chapter  of 
Romans. 

Mrs.  Purkins  presided  over  the 
business  of  the  day.  The  following 
officers  answered  roll  call  and  gave 
reports  on  work  being  done  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  work  of  her  office: 

Mrs.  Purkins — President 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Phillips — Vice-Presi¬ 
dent 

Mrs.  Horace  Everett — Secretary 

Mrs.  John  Valentine — Treasurer 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Adcock  —  Promotion 
Secretary 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Barron — Missionary 
Education 

Mrs.  Booth  Hope — Christian  Social 
Relations 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Newcome  —  Student 
Work 

Mrs.  I.  A.  Janes — Youth  Work 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Garrett — Children’s 
Work 

Mrs.  Irl  Lancaster — Spiritual  Life 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Oswald  —  Literature 
and  Publications 

Mrs.  Barnett  Miles— Supply  Work 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Ederington — Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel 

There  was  a  discussion  in  regard 
to  a  prayer  retreat  for  the  district, 
but  a  motion  was  made  and  carried 
to  leave  further  plans  to  the  Spir¬ 
itual  Life  Committee — the  date  to 
be  announced  later. 

Mrs.  John  Valentine,  District 
Treasurer,  reported  $2,109.56  as  the 
amount  turned  in  for  the  first  quar¬ 
ter. 

The  group  expressed  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Purkins  for  her  gracious  hos¬ 
pitality  and  after  the  closing  prayer 
by  Mrs.  Lancaster,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned. 

Mrs.  Horace  Everett,  Reporter 


News  In  Brief 

Nashville 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Nash¬ 
ville  entertained  new  members 
with  a  reception  at  the  regular 
meeting.  Nashville  led  the  Hope 
District  last  year  in  new  members 
and  presented  27  new  ones  at  this 
meeting. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Hopkins  and  Mrs.  W. 
H.  O’Hara  were  in  charge  of  the  re¬ 
ception.  Fall  colors  were  used 
throughout  the  room  in  arrange¬ 
ments.  A  crystal  candelabara  cen¬ 
tered  the  table  flanked  on  either 
side  with  two  gold  urns  which  had 
been  made  in  Mrs.  O’Hara’s  ceram¬ 
ic  studio.  Mrs.  Everett  Vinson,  the 
pastor’s  wife  ladled  the  punch.  The 
large  three  tier  cake  iced  in  white 
and  carrying  the  WSCS  emblem  at 
the  top  was  decorated  with  the 
names  of  each  new  member.  Mrs. 
Brice  Darling  served  the  cake. 

Mrs.  Hearn  Latmir  and  Mrs.  Hi¬ 
ram  Wilson  made  corsages  which 
were  presented  each  new  member 
as  she  was  introduced.  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Hopins  presided  at  the  business 
meeting  in  the  absence  of  the  pres¬ 
ident.  Mrs.  Horace  Scoggins  gave 
the  devotional  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Yar¬ 
brough  had  charge  of  the  study. 


Little  Rock  Conf. 
Exec.  Committee  to 
Meet  Nov.  11-12 

The  mid-year  executive  commit¬ 
tee  meeting  of  the  Little  Rock  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  will  be  held 
at  Oak  Forest  Methodist  Church, 
Fair  Park  Boulevard  at  25th  Street, 
Little  Rock,  November  11-12,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  Little 
Rock,  president. 

Some  50  Methodist  women  from 
throughout  south  Arkansas  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  meeting.  Execu¬ 
tive  committee  members  include 
members  of  the  Woman’s  Division, 
jurisdictional  officers,  all  confer¬ 
ence  officers,  and  district  presidents 
and  secretaries  of  promotion. 

The  following  committees  will 
meet  November  11th:  at  10:00  a.m., 
the  Annual  Meeting  Program  Com¬ 
mittee;  1:30-3:00  p.m.,  the  School  of 
Missions  and  Christian  Service  Com¬ 
mittee;  3:00-4:30  p.m.,  the  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel  Committee;  6:00  p.m., 
dinner  with  Mrs.  Edgar  F.  Dixon  of 
Little  Rock  as  speaker;  and  at  7:15 
p.m.  the  Business  Meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  re¬ 
convene  at  9:00  a.m.  November  12th 
and  close  with  lunch  at  noon. 

Reports  on  various  phases  of  the 
W.S.C.S.  work  will  be  heard,  and 
plans  will  be  made  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  conference  year  at 
the  two-day  meeting. 

Little  Rock  District 
Exec.  Committee 
To  Meet  Nov.  13 

The  Little  Rock  District  executive 
committee  will  hold  its  fall  meeting 
oh  Friday,  November  13,  at  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock  from  10:00  to  2:00  p.m.  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Hunt,  president,  will  preside 
at  the  meeting. 


Leaders  for  the  study  "The  U.N.  in  World  Affairs"  held  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hammond,  were:  Mrs.  William  Estes,  Mrs.  Milton  Smith, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Sims  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Allis,  shown  seated  left  to  right.  Mrs.  Martha 
Overbey  is  secretary  of  missionary  education. 
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The  following  article  is  chapter  III  of  "Total  En¬ 
listment,"  a  recently  published  booklet  of  Methodist 
Evangelistic  Materials,  and  is  used  here  by  special  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism.  The  ar¬ 
ticle,  second  of  the  series,  is  used  here  to  further  Meth¬ 
odism's  Total  Enlistment  program  during  1959  and  1960. 

Total  Enlistment 

Of  Self 

By  Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank 

Resident  Bishop,  Missouri  Area 


Every  Christian  is  an  evangelist,  for  this  is  the  total  task 

of  the  individual  Christian.  It  is  his  response  to  the  gift  of  God  s 
salvation.  And,  every  church  fellowship,  by  virtue  of  its  definition 
as  a  Christian  fellowship,  is  a  group  of  persons  who  are  transformed 
by  the  Presence  of  Jesus  into  a  magnetic  brotherhood  through  which 
Jesus  invites  persons  to  become  parts  of  His  own  body,  the  Church. 

Someone  has  recently  commented  that  this  charter  of  our  evangelism 
only  serves  to  remind  each  of  us  of  the  tremendous  amount  of  home¬ 
work”  we  have  to  do  if  our  efforts  to  bring  the  world  to  Christ  are  to  be 
equal  to  the  task  of  total  evangelization  of  the  world. 

This  “homework”  involves  the  Total  Enlistment  of  SELF. 

One  of  the  greatest  men  who  ever  lived  told  some  of  us  years  ago  that 
the  average  Christian  was  “a  passionless  advocate  of  a  high  level  of  re¬ 
spectability.” 

Surely,  there  is  no  Christian  zeal  in  this.  There  is  no  urgency  or  com¬ 
pelling  enthusiasm  if  this  is  evangelism.  There  is  more  zeal  in  the  life 
of  a  thoroughly  committed  insurance  salesman  than  in  the  lives  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  us  who  are  afraid  to  get  a  good  strong  dose  of  religion  ourselves 
for  fear  it  might  make  a  difference  in  the  comfort  of  our  lives,  and  yet, 
fearful,  too,  that  we  might  be  missing  the  chance  to  let  our  lives  count, 
greatly  and  humbly,  for  God. 

Chapter  II,  of  the  Book  of  Genesis  relates  a  story  of  a  day  when  man¬ 
kind  determined  to  build  a  tower  so  high  that  it  would  reach  into  God’s 
domain.  Upon  this  tower  they  purposed  to  place  the  name  MAN.  In  a 
thoroughly  modern  sense,  they  determined  to  replace  God  Almighty  by 
MAN. 

When  God  saw  what  men  proposed,  He  confused  their  tongues  so  that 
they  could  not  understand  one  another.  Unable  to  understand  one  another, 
they  fell  apart  into  groups  and  we  have  been  in  this  confused  state  ever 

since.  ,  .  ,  . 

Then,  in  the  fullness  of  His  own  time,  God  gave  mankind  a  new  lang¬ 
uage.  It  came  about  in  this  way,  after  God  had  revealed  Himself  in  His 


Son,  the  disciples  gathered  in  a  room  for  prayer.  As  they  prayed,  pre¬ 
paring  themselves  for  the  total  enlistment  of  self,  God  sent  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  them  and  they  began  to  speak  a  new  language.  The  people 
of  Jerusalem  were  amazed.  Many  of  them  came  from  distant  lands.  Many 
of  them  spoke  strange  languages  and  dialects.  But,  each  man  heard  the 
Good  News  in  his  own  language  and  the  whole  city  was  startled. 

Experience  With  Christ  Required 

The  language  God  gave  is  the  language  of  Christian  experience.  When¬ 
ever  one  person  can  say  to  another,  “Let  me  tell  you  what  Christ  has  done 
for  my  marriage,  my  home,  my  business:”  this#is  a  language  which  the 
whole  world  understands. 

One  of  our  hymns  contains  a  line  which  is  ever  so  important: 

“Teach  us  to  utter  living  words  of  truth  which  all  may  hear;  The 
language  all  men  understand  when  love  speaks  loud  and  clear.” 

There  is  no  misunderstanding  the  language  of  Christian  experience. 
Perhaps  we  may  not  expect  every  person  who  accepts  the  Christian  way 
of  life  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  serving  Christ.  I  am  not  prepared  to  argue 
this.  But  if  a  Christian  is  to  have  anything  to  say  to  a  non-Christian,  it 
will  amount  to  nothing.  It  can  be  a  noisy  gong  or  a  clanging  cymbal,  but 
it  cannot  be  a  language  of  non-Christians  in  our  society  can  understand. 

It  is  possible  to  call  this  the  “profile  of  the  Christian  Witness?”  Just 
recently,  Washington  has  been  shaken  a  little  by  the  publication  of  a  novel 
caricaturing  an  American  Diplomat  and  entitled  “The  Ugly  American.” 

While  it  can  be  recognized  as  a  caricature,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
this  is  the  profile  of  America  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Whatever  the  in¬ 
dividual  citizen  may  be,  whatever  his  attitudes  may  be,  whatever  kind 
of  citizen  he  is,  the  profile  of  America  before  the  world  is  a  bitter,  ugly, 
hostile  one. 

What  is  the  profile  of  the  Christian  witness?  What  does  the  world 
see  when  it  looks  at  Christianity?  What  do  your  neighbors  see  when  they 
look  at  you?  This  is  the  profile  of  the  Christian  witness. 

A  great  Christian  leader  returned  recently  from  Korea  with  these 
awful  words,  “I  do  not  see  how  the  Christian  Gospel  has  a  chance  in  Korea 
after  the  last  great  wave  of  American  movies  has  swept  across  Korea.” 
What  is  the  profile  of  Christ  before  our  society? 

This  is  not  just  a  matter  of  communication,  it  is  also  a  matter  of  re¬ 
lationships.  How  can  you  tell  another  person  what  Jesus  Christ  means 
to  you  unless  you  have  a  relationship.  You  have  to  speak  a  language  he 
can  understand.  This,  in  itself,  is  a  relationship. 

Surely,  you  cannot  beat  the  Gospel  into  another  person’s  life.  You 
cannot  blast  the  world  open  with  A-bombs  and  then  tell  the  survivors 
how  much  God  loves  them. 

The  communication  of  the  Gospel  requires  relationships  of  friendship, 
empathy  and  subjective  understanding.  This  was  God’s  method  of  reveal¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  to  us.  He  became  incarnate  in  a  Mhn.  When  we  saw  the 
face  of  that  Man,  we  beheld  the  glory  of  God.  The  evangelist  is  the  in¬ 
carnation  of  the  Gospel.  He  must  speak  the  Good  News  in  a  language 
which  all  men  can  understand  because  it  is  love  that  speaks. 

So,  we  begin  to  look  at  the  Christian,  even  you  and  I,  who  desire, 
above  every  other  thing,  to  be  the  profile  of  the  Good  News  that  God 
has  revealed  in  Christ  before  our  society. 

•  Repentance  Is  Necessary 

Obviously,  there  is  nothing  that  stands  in  our  way  of  a  passionate, 
mad  and  furious  relationship  with  Christ  but  an  unsurrendered  self.  In 
terms  of  the  very  first  message  from  the  lips  of  Jesus,  we  are  too  proud 
to  repent.  If  we  were  to  enter  into  the  mind  of  Christ  we  would  have 
to  change  our  minds  about  most  of  the  values  that  now  are  so  dear  to  us. 

We  would  have  to  change  our  minds  about  God,  about  prayer,  about 
others,  about  money,  about  sin.  When  William  Allen  White  wrote  his 
“Autobiography,”  he  told  the  story  of  the  Paris  Peace  Conference  of  1921 
which  he  attended  as  a  young  reporter.  He  says  that  when  the  terms 
were  accepted  for  peace,  there  was  a  tumult  of  shouting  and  cheer.  Then, 
he  adds,  how  the  angels  must  have  smiled,  or  wept,  as  they  looked  at  this 
scene  which  was  really  a  prayer  for  peace  which  would  not  come  because 
the  world  was  not  ready  for  peace.  Men  had  not  prepared  thier  minds 
for  peace.  Nations  still  clung  to  national  pride  and  arrogance  which  would 

be  bars  to  peace.  .  ...  ., 

In  other  words,  there  can  be  no  turning  point  in  any  life  until  there 
is  a  change  of  mind,  repentance.  Whatever  is  involved  in  this  is  the  home¬ 
work  of  the  Christian  who  offers  himself  for  total  enlistment  of  self. 

Too  proud  to  repent!  Just  recently,  I  have  read  the  word  of  one  of 
the  saints  of  the  Church,  Brother  John  Biegeleisen,  who  brought  me  to 
complete  humility  with  lines  like  these:  “A  tragic  deception  has  left  us 
shivering  beggars  at  the  gate  of  God’s  mercy.”  We  hate  to  admit  that  the 
deepest  creative,  spiritual  forces  within  us  are  dried  up,  bankrupt,  and  that 
we  have  been  and  are  living  on  substitutes.  We  hate  to  admit  it,  but  we 
stand  naked,  hungry,  thirsty,  empty,  destitute,  hollow  men,  at  the  gate 
of  God’s  mercy.  Our  real  shame  is  that  we  are  too  proud  to  admit  it.  Our 

first  homework  is  repentance.  . 

What  an  unhappy  and  unpopular  word  this  is!  Miss  Georgia  Harkness 
once  reported  a  conversation  with  a  student  in  which  the  discussion  was 
on  the  opening  words  of  Jesus’  ministry,  “Repent,  and  believe  the  gospel.” 

The  student  was  disturbed  by  this  message  and  urged  that  this  was 
too  negative,  that  what  the  world  needed  was  more  positive  preaching. 

Miss  Harkness  protested  that,  after  all,  this  was  what  Jesus  had  said, 
upon  which  the  student  replied,  “Y.es,  I  know,  but  I  have  always  thought 
He  was  a  little  weak  at  that  point.” 

We  have  made  up  our  minds  about  many  things  in  our  society.  With¬ 
out  knowing  what  we  have  done,  we  have  accepted  the  Marxian  doctrine 
of  man  and  tried  to  make  it  applicable  to  a  “free”  society  of“free”men. 
We  have  decided  that  man  is  a  creature  of  physical  comfort,  an  animal 
in  search  of  food,  and  we  are  fashioning  our  government,  our  society  upon 
this  Marxian  premise. 

Jesus  said,  “Man  cannot  live  by  bread  alone.”  And,  the  impact  of  His 
Gospel  is  that  men  are  not  animals,  but  children  of  the  heavenly  Father. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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He  indicated  that  men  are  only  free 
when  they  seek  first  God’s  King¬ 
dom. 

Without  knowing  what  we  have 
done,  we  have  reduced  individuals 
to  “mass.”  If  anyone  dares  to  be 
different,  we  destroy  him. 

Like  a  brood  of  chickens,  we  will 
turn  on  the  little  black  chick  and 
peck  him  to  death  because  he  does 
not  look  and  act  like  us.  Woe  to 
him  who  does  not  conform  to  our 
society! 

Woe  to  him  who  is  not  of  our 
color,  our  social  status,  our  pattern 
of  behavior,  our  standard  of  suc¬ 
cess,  our  measure  of  value! 

So,  we  go  to  church  on  Sunday 
to  hear  a  preacher  pronounce  that 
the  convictions  we  have  are  correct. 
We  want  a  preacher  to  announce 
that  our  opinions  are  Christian.  But, 
the  idea  of  going  to  church  or 
church  school  to  have  our  opinions 
adjusted  to  the  message  of  Christ 
would  be  unthinkable. 

We  arise  on  Sunday  morning, 
read  our  favorite  columnist,  listen 
to  our  favorite  commentator,  make 
up  our  minds  about  the  world  situ¬ 
ation,  national  affairs,  and  commu¬ 
nity  relationships.  Then,  we  carry 
these  opinions  to  church  with  us, 
and,  already  having  made  up  our 
minds  what  we  believe,  we  dqre 
anyone,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
to  tell  us  that  we  are  wrong. 

Is  this  too  bold  a  statement?  How 
strongly  must  we  put  it  to  awaken 
Christians  to  their  easy  accommo¬ 
dation  to  a  society  that  has  already 
rejected  God?  What  will  it  take 
to  show  Christians  how  they  have 
already  accommodated  themselves 
to  Karl  Marx  by  accepting  the  ma¬ 
jor  premise  of  his  economic  theory? 

God  knows,  this  is  not  a  war 
against  atheistic  communism.  Every 
communist  I  have  talked  with  has 
accepted  it  because  it  is  the  best  he 
has  ever  been  offered.  Communists 
are  people.  They  are  not  beasts. 
They  are  what  they  are  in  the  same 
sense  that  the  “Ugly  American”  is 
what  he  is.  There  is  no  hope  for 
the  total  evangelization  of  the 
world  until  those  of  us  who  have 
made  this  easy  accommodation  to 
our  own  godless  society,  can  turn 
again  to  worship  God  Almighty. 
This  is  a  change  of  mind.  This  is 
a  change  of  life,  a  change  of  values, 
a  radical  change  in  viewpoint,  a 
revolutionary  change  in  who  and 
what  we  worship.  It  is  repentance 
of  the  first  order. 

But,  repentance  and  surrender 
are  not  choices.  Repentance  opens 
the  door  by  which  a  man  says  “yes” 
to  God.  But,  he  may  say  “no,”  and 
frequently  does. 

Obedience  Is  Demanded 

Repentance  and  surrender  only 
bring  us  to  the  point  at  which 
choices  may  be  made  and  obedience 
may  begin.  All  of  us  know  how  to 
be  better  Christians  than  we  are. 
So,  we  are  paralyzed  by  our  wills. 
We  will  not  obey  the  highest  that 
we  know. 

Norman  Cousins  says  that  we 
know  well  enough  what  kind  of 
people  we  ought  to  be,  but  we 
won’t.  Obedience  is  the  manner  in 
which  growth,  maturity  and  nur¬ 
ture  take  place.  We  can  be  senti¬ 
mental  Christians,  shedding  tears 
when  we  think  of  a  baby  born  in  a 
manger  or  a  poor,  innocent  man 
dying  on  a  cross. 

But,  to  say  “yes”  to  a  mature 


Jesus  who  asks  us  to  completely 
reorganize  our  lives,  so  that  we  can 
follow  Him  to  a  cross,  is  not  a  senti¬ 
mental  matter.  It  requires  choice, 
self-discipline.  It  requires  “going 
on  to  perfection.”  To  this,  one 
would  have  to  say  that  our  major 
homework  is  left  undone  because 
we  are  too  willful  to  obey. 

Too  proud  to  repent!  Too  willful 
to  obey!  Too  safe  to  be  secure! 
This  is  the  homework  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian.  This  is  the  homework  of  the 
Church. 

The  New  Testament  makes  a 
careful  distinction  between  “safety” 
and  “security.”  There  is  no  safety 
in  witnessing  to  the  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  transform  the  world,  be¬ 
ginning  with  me.  But  there  is  a 
very  deep  security. 

Chapter  4  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  is  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  challenging  evangelistic  pas¬ 
sages  in  the  Bible.  The  apostles 
amazed  the  safe  people  of  their  day 
by  their  willingness  to  trust  God, 
absolutely  and  completely. 

They  shocked  the  safe  people  of 
the  empire  by  their  audacity  in 
placing  the  Cross  in  the  very  center 
of  a  secular  society  which  bore  a 
strong  resemblance  to  ours. 

With  a  boldness  that  did  not  con¬ 
demn  others,  they  made  their  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  difference  Jesus  Christ 
had  made  in  their  lives.  The  power 
of  Christ  was  revealed  in  their 
work. 


Boldness  Needed 

Boldness  is  a  part  of  the  modern 
Christian’s  homework.  You  cannot 
be  bold  in  the  Christian  sense  if 
you  are  also  trying  to  be  safe.  Bold¬ 
ness  produced  by  fear  becomes  con¬ 
demnation.  Boldness  produced  by 
anger  becomes  revenge.  But  the 

boldness  of  our  evangelism  in  the 
secular  society  which  has  all  but 
totally  “squeezed  us  into  its  own 

mold”  demands  a  conviction  that 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  hope  of  the 
world  and  that  the  promise  of  God 
is  valid.  “As  many  as  believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  be 
saved.” 

The  boldness  to  relate  the  life 

and  teachings  of  Jesus  to  our  so¬ 
ciety  is  the  demand  of  our  evange¬ 
lism.  Our  witness  must  show  the 
fruits  of  changed  life,  of  changed 
attitudes,  of  changed  conditions. 

To  paraphrase  a  statement  that 
Dr.  W.  A.  Smart  once  made,  “Re¬ 
ligion  is  always  in  danger  of  reduc¬ 
ing  itself  to  what  is  safe.”  Our 
evangelism  must  have  content.  It 
not  only  saves  men  to  life  eternal, 
but  it  saves  them  to  new  relation¬ 
ships  with  God,  with  others,  with 
money,  with  property,  with  ambi¬ 
tion,  with  self. 

The  boldness  to  permit  Christ  to 
transform  us  from  within  is  de¬ 
manded  of  our  evangelism.  There 
is  no  “safety”  in  this,  but  there  is 
an  eternal  “security.” 

There  are  enough  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  in  America  to  turn  the  tide  of 
secularism  in  our  society,  if  every 
one  of  us  became  burning  flames, 
instead  of  passionless  advocates. 
There  are  enough  Christians  in  the 
world  to  turn  the  tide  of  material¬ 
ism,  if  we  become  evangelists  of  the 
first  order. 

Our  homework  is  unfinished.  We 
are  too  proud  to  repent!  Too  will¬ 
ful  to  obey!  Too  safe  to  be  secure! 
When  we  have  finished  our  home¬ 
work,  the  “Total  Enlistment  of 
Self,”  we  shall  be  ready  to  an- 


6 Sarah ?  Strikes  Korea . . .  Then  Comes  Love! 


By  Helen  Rosser,  R.N. 
Pusan,  Korea 


Those  who  have  suffered  so  much  suffer  again!  “Sarah,  the  worst 
typhoon  here  in  54  years,  struck  Pusan  and  the  whole  province  a  devas¬ 
tating  blow.  Two  other  provinces,  Kyungsang  Pukto  and  Chulla  Namdo, 
were  also  greatly  damaged . 

I  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  refugee  hill  with  the  pastor  of  the  little 
Korean  church  I  attend,  passing  hundreds  of  tiny,  one-room  huts.  Many 
had  blown  away  completely,  and  the  others  were  damaged  with  roofs  gone 
and  walls  caving  in.  The  people  were  working  like  beavers,  rebuilding 
with  what  they  could  salvage  from  the  debris.  Also,  while  we  were  there, 
one  father  brought  out  a  child  crippled  from  polio,  so  I  arranged  for  him 


to  be  treated  at  the  Children’s 
Charity  Hospital.  We  passed  a  sad 
little  group  of  men  carrying  a  little 
wooden  box  casket  to  bury  one  of 
our  clinic  babies  on  the  hillside. 
The  two  thousand  babies  that  come 
to  our  clinics  (held  in  five  Metho¬ 
dist  churches  in  Pusan)  come  from 
this  type  of  home. 

A  car  load  of  us,  missionary  and 
Korean,  made  a  two-day  tour  of 
the  Kyungsang  Namdo  Province, 
visiting  the  devasted  areas  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  extent  of  the  damage. 
Three  Methodist  churches  were 
completely  destroyed,  a  dozen  oth¬ 
ers  seriously  damaged,  and  all  oth¬ 
ers  suffered  some  loss.  The  last  re¬ 
port  estimated  984,602  refugees  left 
homeless  from  the  flood  disaster 
which  dissolved  the  mud  walls  of 
thousands  of  houses,  and  washed 
away  fences,  trees,  communication 
lines,  and  bridges  throughout  the 
whole  area.  The  death  toll  is  climb¬ 
ing  and  will  probably  exceed  one 
thousand.  In  one  village,  70  to  80 
people  who  had  climbed  up  on  the 
roofs  of  their  houses  were  swept 
away  by  the  flood. 

Many  orphanages  suffered  great 
loss.  The  worst  condition  we  ob¬ 
served  was  our  Methodist  Old  Folks 
Home  (for  retired  church  workers) 
in  Masan.  Forty-seven  old  women, 
the  oldest  one  87  years  old,  were 
cold  and  wet.  One  building  was 
completely  destroyed,  and  roofs 
were  blown  off  others.  It  was  a 
dark,  dreary  place.  The  old  ladies 
clung  to  us,  begging  for  help,  and 
thanking  us  again  and  again  for 
coming  to  see  them.  I  had  taken 
a  box  of  medicine  and  food  for 
them.  The  damage  was  estimated 
at  $4,000,  but  they  need  more  than 
that  to  rebuild  and  add  some  cheer 
to  their  last  years.  The  Korean  su¬ 
perintendent  receives  no  salary,  but 
shares  the  rations  received  from 
Church  World  Service  and  govern¬ 
ment  agencies. 

Our  beautiful  Boys’  Friendship 
Island  (Chinno  Do)  Boys’  Town  was 
completely  demolished.  But,  praise 
God,  not  a  life  was  lost!  Thank 
you,  Dr.  Warfield,  and  all  who  had 
a  part  in  building  the  typhoon  es¬ 
cape.  It  was  completed  three 
months  ago,  and  stood  the  20-foot 
tidal  wave,  saving  the  lives  of  about 
200  people.  The  church  sailed  off 
like  a  ship.  It  did  not  topple  over 
until  out  of  sight.  Only  a  remnant 
marks  the  place  where  the  school 
house  stood.  Half  the  dormitories 
were  flattened,  and  the  others 


nounce  to  the  world  what  Jesus 
Christ  had  done  for  each  of  us. 
When  the  world  sees  these  scars, 
marks,  fruits  of  Christ’s  transfor¬ 
mation  in  us,  it  may  not  accept  the 
Good  News  we  have  to  speak,  but 
God  will  bring  the  harvest  and  will 
give  glory  to  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 


..  Editor's  Note:  Miss  Rosser,  who 
spent  two  years  as  a  prisoner  of 
the  communists  in  Korea,  and 
was  then  repatriated  to  the 
U.S.A.,  was  back  in  Pusan — ope¬ 
rating  village  health  clinics, 
when  the  typhoon  struck  that 
unfortunate  land  in  September. 
She  writes  of  her  experiences 
and  observations  then. 


greatly  damaged.  No  trace  was  left 
of  forty  “4-H”  Duroc-red  pigs  (six 
weighing  500-600  pounds),  six  goats, 
220  ducks,  a  dozen  cats,  six  lovely 
German  Shepherd  dogs,  and  an  un¬ 
known  number  of  chickens. 

The  barn,  a  quonset  hut  given  to 
us  by  the  army  and  built  by  the 
larger  boys  at  the  island  with  the 
help  of  their  instructors,  stood  the 
storm.  The  faithful  teacher  in 
charge  of  the  stock  barely  reached 
the  typhoon  escape  ahead  of  the 
tidal  wave,  having  carefully  tied 
the  23  cows  to  stakes  in  individual 
stalls.  They  were  miraculously 
saved.  All  that  was  left  of  the 
farm  were  gullies  and  lakes  —  all 
crops  and  topsoil  gone. 

All  the  children  are  refugees  in 
Pu-Am  Methodist  Church  (where 
one  of  the  baby  clinics  is  held  every 
week).  Everyone,  the  preacher  and 
his  wife,  and  all  our  co-workers  in 
the  clinic,  have  been  wonderful  to 
help  out.  Sacrificial  gifts  have  been 
pouring  in,  expressing  sympathy 
and  love.  The  entire  staff  and  chil¬ 
dren  have  learned  a  new  meaning 
of  love.  It  is  hard  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  love  to  one  who  has 
been  deprived  of  the  love  of  father, 
mother,  and  relatives.  Now  their 
thankful  little  hearts  sing  praise  to 
God  with  a  deeper  meaning. 

During  the  hardest  part  of  the 
storm,  when  it  seemed  all  of  their 
lives  would  be  taken,  the  preacher 
led  a  farewell  service.  Everyone 
sang  hymns  and  prayed.  A  non- 
Christian  policeman,  who  had  gone 
to  the  island  to  take  the  children 
some  cookies,  was  spending  the 
night  there,  and  was  caught  in  the 
storm.  He  went  into  the  typhoon 
escape  with  them,  and  when  every¬ 
body  prayed,  he,  too,  standing  with 
outstretched  arms,  and  trembling, 
prayed,  “Ha-na-nim,  Ko-man  tu- 
so-o!”  ((Oh  God,  Stop!”).  The 
children  are  praying  now  that  the 
policeman  may  learn  to  love  Jesus. 

Government  agencies,  both  for¬ 
eign  and  Korean,  working  together 
with  Church  World  Service,  Cath¬ 
olic  Welfare  Conference,  CARE, 
Save  the  Children’s  Fund,  the 
Army,  and  others,  have  started  re¬ 
lief  activities,  providing  food  and 
clothing.  President  Rhee  also  called 
upon  citizens  to  demonstrate  their 
“brotherly  love”  to  help  victims. 
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Obituaries 

ELLIS — Rev.  G.  R.  Ellis  was  born 
March  20,  1884.  He  passed  away  of 
a  heart  attack  October  9,  1959,  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  V.  P.  Ellis,  Portage- 
ville,  Missouri,  where  he  and  Mrs. 
Ellis  were  visiting.  He  was  a  min¬ 
ister  of  forty  years  service  in  the 
North  Arkansas  and  St.  Louis  Con¬ 
ferences. 

Funeral  Services  were  conducted 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Piggott, 
Arkansas,  by  the  minister,  Rev.  O. 

D.  Peters,  assisted  by  Rev.  Harold 
Spence,  Brinkley,  Ark.;  Rev.  C.  E. 
Willis,  East  Prairie,  Mo.;  and  Rev. 

E.  Clay  Polk,  First  Baptist  Church, 
Piggott,  Ark. 

Those  who  survive  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis 
are  Mrs.  G.  R.  Ellis;  a  son,  V.  P. 
Ellis;  one  brother,  Albert  Ellis,  Al¬ 
bion,  Mich.;  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Edna 
Ward  and  Mrs.  Laura  Dudley,  of 
Jonesboro,  Ark.;  Mrs.  Ruth  Lusk  of 
Albion,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Ora  Fulks,  Pig¬ 
gott,  Ark.;  two  grandchildren,  John 
Richard  and  Mary  Gale  Ellis;  and 
two  great  grandchildren. 

The  history  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis’ 
Christian  ministry  in  the  Methodist 
Church  begins  with  First  Methodist 
Church,  Piggott,  Arkansas,  where 
he  was  a  member  before  he  was 
licensed  to  preach.  In  1916,  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Piggott,  recommended 
Rev.  Mr.  Ellis  to  the  Paragould  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  for  Local  Preach¬ 
er’s  License,  where  he  received  his 
license  to  preach. 

He  received  his  first  appointment 
in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
at  St.  Francis,  Paragould  District,  in 
1917,  where  he  served  through  1919. 
His  second  appointment  was  Walnut 
Ridge,  where  he  served  from  1920 
through  1922. 

He  was  admitted  on  trial  and  or¬ 
dained  a  Deacon  in  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  in  1923.  He  was 
admitted  into  full  connection  of  the 
Annual  Conference  in  1925. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ellis  was  serving  the 
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Gregory-McClelland  Charge  in  1927 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  St. 
Louis  Conference.  He  served  the 
Church  as  a  faithful  minister  and 
pastor  in  the  St.  Louis  Conference 
at  Steele,  Lilbourn,  Gideon,  Camp¬ 
bell,  Hornersville,  Senath,  East 
Prairie,  Holland  and  Wesley  Memo¬ 
rial,  St.  Louis. 

Retiring  in  1956  he  and  Mrs. 
Ellis  moved  to  647  West  Court  St., 
Piggott,  Arkansas,  where  he  and 
Mrs.  Ellis  have  lived  since  that  time. 


WADE— On  August  20,  1959,  the 
“pulpit  orator,  and  efficient  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor,”  Dr.  Junius  Allen 
Wade,  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  laid  aside 
his  ministerial  mantle,  and  took  his 
departure  of  this  life. 

Dr.  Wade,  the  son  of  Daniel  A. 
and  Martha  Elizabeth  Maddry  Wade, 
was  born  on  the  farm  near  Homer, 
Louisiana,  December  21,  1886. 

At  the  age  of  12  he  became  a 
member  of  the  church.  And  at  18 
he  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry,  and 
began  the  long  road  of  preparation 
for  his  chosen  profession. 

He  first  attended  school  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee;  and  later  received 
his  A.B.  at  Westminster  College  of 


Tehuacana,  Texas.  Following  grad¬ 
uation  from  Westminster  he  taught 
school  for  some  years.  Also  served 
in  the  pastorate  more  than  a  decade 
before  entering  the  Dallas  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  at  Dallas,  Texas.  In 
the  spring  of  1934  the  Seminary  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Theology. 

Dr.  Wade’s  was  a  long  and  active 
life  in  the  ministry.  He  was  admitted 
on  trial  into  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  former  M.  P.  Church  in 
1908;  and  was  ordained  an  elder  No¬ 
vember  19,  1914.  Mrs.  Wade,  the 
former  Miss  Ira  Nettie  Torbet,  who 
became  his  wife  May  12,  1912,  and 


Whitehall  Court 

El  Dorado’s  Finest 

In  City  -  U.  S.  Hiway  82  West 

Best  Western  -  AAA 
Swimming  Pool-Air  Conditioned 
Wall  to  Wall  Carpeting 
Television  -  Radio  -  Telephones 

El  Dorado,  Arkansas 
Telephone  UN  3-4136 

> 


who  was  the  mother  of  his  children, 
faithfully  stood  by  him,  and  encour¬ 
aged  him  in  his  work  as  a  minister. 

Mrs.  Wade  went  home  to  be  with 
God  several  years  ago,  while  her 
husband  was  pastor  of  the  Oaklawn 
Methodist  Church  of  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas. 

Dr.  Wade  before  his  retirement 
served  some  of  the  larger  churches 
(Continued  on  page  15) 

If  you  were  born 
before  1900  .  .  . 

.  .  .  let  us  tell  you  how  you  can  still 
apply  for  a  $1,000  life  insurance 
policy  (for  people  up  to  age  80) 
so  that  you  can  help  take  care  of 
final  expenses  without  burdening 
your  family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Tear  out  this  ad  and  mail  it  today 
with  your  name,  address  and  year 
of  birth  to  Old  American  Insurance 
Co.,  400  Oak,  Dept.  L1107C,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 


WRITE,  WIRE 
or  CALL— 

for 

Free  Estimates 
on 

CLASSROOM 

FURNITURE 


FOLDING 

BANQUET  TABLES 


WOOD  CHAIRS  AND  TABLES 

CHURCH  FURNITURE,  PEWS 
and  CHANCEL  FURNITURE 


“We  Give  Quantity  Discounts” 

CENTRAL 


MFG.  &  SALES  CO. 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 


Make  the  money  your 
church  group,  lodge,  or 
civic  club  needs. 

Sell  Delicious,  Quality 

BENSON'S 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

7 5%  fruits  and  nuts 

Sliced  &  Holiday  Packaged 

$1  PROFIT  PER  SALE 

Free  Sales  Kit  tells  you  how, 
furnishes  publicity  materials. 
Choose  the  money-maker  your 
customers  will  appreciate. 

SEND  FOR  DETAILS  NOW! 


Please  send  details  on  your 
cake,  plan,  prices,  terms, 
BONUS  and  $1,000  SCHOL¬ 
ARSHIP  OFFER  to: 

Name _ 

Organization _ 

Address, _ 

BENSON'S 

Box  71 — Athens,  Ga. 


ALL  METHODIST 


AND  all  using  Methodist  Church  School  material  prepared 
to  meet  their  particular  needs.  With  its  Broadly  Graded,  Group 
Graded,  and  Closely  Graded  literature,  The  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  offers  three  distinct  series — all  presented  in  the 
best  of  Methodist  tradition— yet  designed  educationally  to 
meet  the  special  problems  of  small,  medium,  and  large  Church 
Schools.  Be  sure  to  take  advantage  of  this  full  range  of  Meth¬ 
odist  study  material  made  available  to  your  Church  School. 

Write  the  House  nearest  you  for  full  information. 


nfie  "Methodist  "Publishing  3dou$L-J 

Please  order  from  House  serving  you 

Baltimore  3  •  Chicago  11  •  Cincinnati  2  •  Dallas  1 
Detroit  1  •  Kansas  City  6  •  Nashville  2  •  New  York  11 
Pittsburgh  30  •  Portland  5  •  Richmond  16  •  San  Francisco  2 


Page  Fourteen 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


OBITUARIES 

(Continued  from,  page  14) 

in  the  Southwest  of  the  former  M.  P. 
Church;  and  the  Oaklawn  Church, 
and  the  Fountain  Lake  Church  of 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church.  And  after  retiring  he  served 
the  Glenwood  Charge  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  as  an  accepted  sup¬ 
ply- 

He  kept  a  record  of  much  of  his 
work.  In  the  address  he  gave  to  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  at  the  time 
of  his  retirement  in  June  1953,  he 
said  in  part:  “During  the  44Vz  years 
of  my  ministry,  I  have  preached  9,- 
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282  sermons — an  average  of  4  plus 
for  each  week  of  my  ministry.  These 
sermons  do  not  include  funeral 
talks,  prayer  meetings,  and  special 
occasion  messages,  etc.  In  addition 
to  these  I  have  taught  33  Bible 
courses  of  13  lessons  each;  worked 
in  19  V.B.S.’s  of  Two  weeks  each 
and  a  few  of  five  days  each.  I  have 
buried  people  in  46  different  ceme¬ 
teries,  and  held  207  revival  meet¬ 
ings.  —  I  have  made  as  many  as 
1690  calls  in  one  year.  I  haven’t  tried 
to  keep  a  record  of  the  converts  I 
have  had.  I  do  recall  that  we  had 
125  in  one  revival.  Thirty-six  min¬ 
isters  have  gone  out  from  under  my 
preaching.  During  this  time  I 
haven’t  neglected  my  studies.  I 
have  read  extensively  from  25  to 
200  books  a  year.  I  have  read 
through  the  Old  Testament  14  times, 
and  the  New  Testament  34  times. 
I  have  read  the  New  Testament 
through  once  in  Greek,  and  many  of 
the  Epistles  many  times  in  Greek. 
This  year  I  have  read  30  books  of 
an  average  of  346  pages,  the  O.T. 
twice,  and  the  N.T.  three  times.” 

May  24,  1952,  he  was  married  to 
his  second  wife,  the  former  Miss 
Blanche  McKinnon  of  El  Dorado, 
who  before  her  marriage  taught 
school  more  than  30  years. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wade,  following  his 
pastorate  at  Glenwood,  and  as  his 
health  began  to  fail,  built  a  beauti¬ 
ful  country  home  on  the  Wesson 
Road  a  few  miles  west  of  El  Dorado, 
Arkansas,  where  they  and  their  son 
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Milvean  happily  lived  until  his 
death. 

His  funeral  was  held  August  22, 
1959,  in  the  Jackson  Street  Methodist 
Church  of  Magnolia,  Arkansas, 
which  church  he  served  as  pastor 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century; 
and  interment  was  in  the  Magnolia 
Cemetery. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  three 


sons  and  a  daughter.  The  children 
in  the  order  of  their  ages  are:  Maj. 
Gen.  Horace  M.  Wade,  VSAF,  Mo¬ 
rocco,  North  Africa;  Captain  J.  Ed¬ 
win  Wade,  AFB,  Dayton,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Junette  Wade  Arcus,  Kingston,  N. 
Y.;  and  Milvean  T.  Wade  of  El  Do¬ 
rado. 

— By  W.  O.  Tisdale 
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Why  Pray? 


By  James  T.  Harris,  Shreveport 


The  following  article  was  delivered  by  the  author  to  Louisiana 
Conference  ministers  at  the  recent  Spiritual  Birth  and  Growth 
Conference  held  at  Camp  Brewer. 


THERE  are  times  when  Christians  are  tempted  to  question  the  necessity 
of  prayer  in  their  daily  lives.  God  knows  what  they  need.  If  God 
is  good  why  is  it  necessary  to  ask  Him  to  give  these  things?  Parents 
try  to  anticipate  the  needs  of  their  children,  and  God  cannot  be  any 
less  thoughtful  than  they.  Or  one  may  argue  from  his  own  sense  of  worthi¬ 
ness  and  say  “I’ve  given  my  life  for  God.  I’m  a  preacher.  Isn’t  that  enough 
to  make  God  give  me  the  blessing,  the  strength,  the  guidance  I  need?”  Why 
should  one  who  has  proved  his  love  for  God  be  required  to  spend  so  much 
time  in  prayer?  Perhaps  subconsciously  this  attitude  has  been  one  of  the 
large  reasons  for  failure  to  pray  as  much  as  one  should.  But  for  all  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  especially  for  Christian  ministers,  prayer  is  necessary  for  at 
least  three  good  reasons. 

Conscious  of  God's  Reality 

Prayer  makes  one  more  conscious  of  the  presence  of  God.  There  is 
such  a  danger  that  one  take  the  presence  of  God  for  granted.  Familiarity 
with  the  words  of  assurance  “Lo  I  am  with  you  always”  dulls  one’s  spiritual 
sensibilities  to  the  glorious  reality  of  God’s  presence.  There  is  nothing 
more  greatly  needed  than  to  be  constantly  conscious  that  one  does  not 
.  stand  alone,  and  that  those  to  whom  one  ministers  do  not  stand  alone,  but 
that  God  is  in  the  midst  of  all  their  days.  True  prayer  gives  one  this  as¬ 
surance  so  that  one  may  give  it  to  others.  No  matter  how  hard  one  tries 
one  simply  cannot  give  others  what  one  does  not  have.  No  matter  how 
often  one  quotes  “Yea  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  I  will  fear  no  evil  for  Thou  are  with  me,  Thy  rod  and  staff  they 
comfort  me,”  unless  one  has  experienced  this  presence,  one  cannot  really 
comfort  those  who  stand  in  such  great  need  of  the  strength  that  God’s 
presence  can  give.  There  are  many,  many  times  when  ministers  have 
nothing  to  give  to  their  people  in  their  time  of  need  unless  they  can  give 
them  God. 

Some  while  ago  Mrs.  Harris  and  I  went  to  see  a  friend  of  ours  who 
was  in  great  sorrow;  her  husband  had  just  been  taken  by  sudden,  tragic 
death.  We  went  to  comfort  her,  but  when  we  got  there  we  found  her 
already  comforted  for  as  soon  as  she  recognized  us,  she  said  “I’m  amazed 
to  discover  how  near  God  is  at  a  time  like  this.”  We  knew  immediately 
that  our  friend,  already  acquainted  with  prayer  had  talked  with  God  in 
her  time  of  distress  and  had  been  made  conscious  of  God’s  presence  in  the 
midst  of  her  sorrow  and  was  by  that  presence  comforted. 

One  doesn’t  need  to  argue  with  oneself  or  with  people  about  the 
reality  of  God’s  existence,  but  one  does  need  to  experience  increasingly 
the  presence  of  God  so  that  one  may  testify  of  His  presence  to  others  and 
thus  help  bring  them  into  this  consciousness.  The  surest  way  to  this  ex¬ 
perience  is  through  prayer,  for  one  cannot  truly  pray  without  being  made 
more  conscious  of  the  ever  near  heavenly  Father. 

Thinking  After  God 

The  second  reason  why  prayer  is  necessary  for  a  vital  Christian  life 
is  that  prayer  brings  one  into  sympathy  with  the  mind  of  God.  One  must 
wish  there  was  a  better  word  than  sympathy  to  convey  this  meaning. 
Usually  when  the  word  sympathy  is  spoken  one  immediately  thinks  of  pity 
and  feeling  sorry  for  someone.  That  isn’t  the  true  meaning  of  sympathy 
any  time.  All  want  and  need  sympathy  but  never  pity.  There  are  people 
who  are  almost  professional  sympathizers.  They  enter  a  sick  room  and 
ask  for  all  the  symptoms  of  the  illness,  and  then  in  doleful  voice  say,  “Well 
I  can  surely  sympathize  with  you;  I  had  exactly  the  same  thing  last  year 
and  I  nearly  died.”  The  sick  person  is  much  the  worse  for  a  visit  like  that. 

Someone  coined  the  word  empathy  to  fill  the  need  for  expression  here, 
but  the  new  word  has  never  been  fully  accepted.  Sympathy  or  empathy 
is  a  sharing  with  others,  being  at  one  with  them.  Ministers,  standing  be¬ 
fore  a  congregation,  cannot  truly  minister  to  needs  from  an  elevated  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  pulpit  unless  they  feel  such  complete  identification  with  those 
who  sorrow  that  they  picture  themselves  sitting  where  others  sit,  blending 
their  tears  with  others,  sharing  other’s  sorrow  as  their  own.  Then  indeed 
they  are  in  sympathy  with  others  and  can  touch  their  need. 

Most  problems  of  relations  between  people  and  groups  and  races  would 
be  largely  settled  if  everyone  practiced  true  sympathy  and  tried  to  put 
themselves  in  the  other  fellow’s  place.  Take  the  irritating  problems  con¬ 
nected  with  the  race  question  for  example.  If  white  would  try  to  think 
black  and  black  to  think  white,  many  of  the  points  of  misunderstanding 
and  consequent  irritation  would  cease  to  exist.  It  isn’t  easy;  sometimes 
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it’s  desperately  hard.  Have  you  ever  seriously  tried  it?  Late  one  afternoon 
I  was  standing  at  a  crowded  street  car  stop  on  Canal  Street  in  New  Orleans. 
When  the  car  came  to  a  stop,  and  I  started  to  get  on,  a  rather  large  negro 
woman  pushed  past  me  to  board  the  car.  My  Southern  blood  boiled.  My 
first  reaction  was  to  give  her  a  sharp  elbow  in  the  short  ribs  and  show  her 
a  thing  or  two.  Then  I  thought:  just  how  would  I  feel  if  I  were  a  negro 
woman  who  had  worked  hard  all  day  in  some  white  woman’s  kitchen  for 
a  pittance  of  pay  and  was  now  hurrying  home  to  fix  supper  for  my  own 
family  if  a  white  man  shoved  me  aside  to  get  on  the  street  car  before  me 
just  because  he  was  white  and  I  was  black.  It  gave  me  a  shock  to  try  to 
think  black. 

Dare  one  hope  that  he  might  be  brought  into  sympathy  with  the  mind 
of  God?  To  learn  to  think  His  thoughts  after  Him,  to  look  at  life  and  at 
people  through  His  eyes?  Only  through  prayer  can  this  miracle  of  grace 
be  accomplished.  But  enough  of  the  right  sort  of  prayer  can  bring  one 
into  this  experience.  It  would  make  a  lot  of  difference  in  evangelistic 
motivation  and  interest;  if  all  looked  at  people  through  God’s  eyes,  and 
thought  of  people  as  God  thinks  of  them,  there  would  not  be  any  person 
unworthy  of  our  most  earnest  effort.  If  one  learns  through  prayer  to  think 
God’s  thoughts,  he  will  go  out  into  the  unlikely  places  to  seek  the  unlovely 
and  unloved,  for  God  loves  the  lowest  of  the  lost. 

Commitment  for  Strength 

In  the  third  place  prayer,  true  prayer,  surrenders  one  to  the  energy 
of  God.  After  all  is  said  and  done,  surrender  is  the  highest  attitude  of 
prayer.  It  is  infinitely  higher  than  praise  or  petition.  No  greater  prayer 
was  ever  conceived  than  that  expressed  by  the  words; 

“Have  Thine  own  way,  Lord!  Have  Thine  own  way. 

Thou  art  the  potter;  I  am  the  clay  .  .  . 

Mold  me. and  make  me  After  Thy  will  .  .  . 

While  I  am  waiting ,  Yielded  and  still.” 

For  this  prayer  hymn  is  just  an  echo  of  the  prayer  of  Jesus  in  Geth- 
semane,  “Not  My  will  but  Thine  be  done.”  We  can  never  ascend  to  greater 
heights  of  faith  or  descend  to  greater  depth  of  consecration  than  to  thus 
surrender  ourselves  in  prayer.  “Here  am  I,  Lord;  use  me,  send  me.” 

It  is  amazing  how  much  God  can  do  with  those  who  truly  surrender  to 
Him.  D.  L.  Moody  once  heard  a  preacher  say  that  he  was  waiting  to  see 
just  what  God  could  do  with  a  completely  surrendered  man.  Moody  said 
“I’ll  be  that  man.”  How  wonderfully  God  used  him!  Peter  before  Pente¬ 
cost  was  a  weak  vacillating  disciple.  In  the  upper  room,  in  a  prayer  meet¬ 
ing,  he  completely  surrendered  himself  to  God  and  his  first  sermon  after 
this  filling  with  power  brought  conviction  to  a  great  crowd  and  conversion 
to  many.  Many  of  you  have  heard  E.  Stanley  Jones  tell  how  power  came 
to  him  when  he  made  a  complete  surrender  to  the  will  of  God.  His  whole 
life  is  evidence  of  what  energy  God  can  pour  into  a  surrendered  soul.  In 
John  Wesley’s  journal  there  is  the  record  of  a  period  of  great  discourage¬ 
ment;  the  people  did  not  respond,  churches  were  being  closed  to  him,  then 
there  is  this  entry  “I  prayed  and  was  greatly  enlarged.”  We  too  can  be 
greatly  enlarged  if  we  surrender  ourselves  to  God’s  limitless  energy  and 
power. 
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Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  seated,  is  shown  with  others  who  participated 
in  the  dedication  at  the  Franklin  Church  on  Sunday,  November  7.  They  are, 
I  to  r,  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  superintendent  of  Lafayette  District,  Rev.  E.  R. 
Haug  of  Sulphur,  former  pastor,  Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley,  Franklin  pastor,  and  R.  E. 
Brumby,  Franklin  Board  of  Trustees  chairman. 


Franklin  Church 
And  Parsonage 
Are  Dedicated 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Franklin  and  the  Methodist  parson¬ 
age  of  that  church  were  dedicated 
with  special  services  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  1,  with  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,  head  of  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area,  officiating.  Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley  is 
pastor  of  the  Franklin  Church. 

The  dedication  service  marked  a 
final  step  in  a  building  program 
which  included  construction  of  the 
church  plant  and  parsonage.  The 
church  was  completed  in  1955  and 
the  parsonage  in  1957,  with  indebt¬ 
edness  on  the  construction  being 
cleared  in  March  of  this  year.  Cost 
of  the  church  plant  was  approxi¬ 
mately  $150,000,  and  the  parsonage 
cost  was  approximately  $30,000  in¬ 
cluding  furnishings.  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug 
was  pastor  at  Franklin  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  building  program. 

Presentation  of  the  church  plant 
for  dedication  was  made  by  R.  E. 
Brumby,  chairman  of  the  Franklin 
Church  Board  of  Trustees. 

Others  assisting  in  the  service  in¬ 
cluded  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lafayette  District  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Haug,  now  of  Sulphur. 


Those  desiring  guest  tickets 
for  the  1960  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  be  held  in  Denver 
April  27-May  11,  should  send 
requests  to:  The  Rev.  J.  Otis 
Young,  740  Rush  Street,  Chi¬ 
cago  11,  Illinois. 


Meth.  Publishing 
House  Exceeds  25 
Million  Dollar  Mark 

For  the  first  time  in  its  170-year 
history,  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  reported  that  its  net  sales, 
rentals,  and  advertising  last  fiscal 
year  passed  the  25-million-dollar 
mark  ($25,616,249).  This  was  a  five 
per  cent  gain  over  the  1957-58  net 
sales  of  $24,400,000.  The  fiscal  year 
ends  May  31. 

This  announcement  was  made  in 
Chicago  Oct.  28  by  Lovick  Pierce, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  publishing 
house’s  president  and  publisher.  He 
made  the  report  at  the  one-day  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Publication. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Publica¬ 
tion  from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  are  Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel  of 
Conway  and  Dr.  Connor  Morehead 
of  Little  Rock. 

Mr.  Pierce  also  reported  that  mail 
subscriptions  to  Together,  the 
monthly  family  magazine  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  passed  the  mil¬ 
lion  mark  with  the  current  (Novem¬ 
ber)  issue.  Mail  subscriptions  totaled 
1,001,904,  not  including  bulk  mail¬ 
ings  of  the  special  175th  anniversary 
issue.  Together  is  edited  by  Leland 
D.  Case,  with  editorial  offices  in 
Chicago. 

Net  income  from  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  last  year  was  re¬ 
ported  at  $1,174,059.  The  board  again 
voted  to  appropriate  $600,000  to  be 
distributed  to  the  church’s  100  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conferences  for  the 
benefit  of  retired  ministers  and  their 
dependents.  This  brings  to  $8,353,- 
346  the  amount  contributed  from  the 
produce  of  the  publishing  house  for 
this  cause  since  Methodist  unifica¬ 
tion  20  years  ago. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
with  national  headquarters  in  Nash- 


Bishop  H.  B.  Watts 
Third  Bishop  to 
Die  Within  a  Year 

For  the  third  time  in.  less  than  a 
year,  death  has  removed  an  active 
bishop  from  the  leadership  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  H.  Bascom  Watts,  head  of 
the  church’s  Nebraska  Area  since 
1952,  died  in  Bryan  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Lincoln  Nov.  3 — just  three 
days  short  of  his  69th  birthday. 

Bishop  Watts,  one  of  the  two  na¬ 
tive  Arkansans  to  become  Methodist 
Bishops,  was  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock 
from  1936  to  1939.  Early  pastorates 
included  University  Church,  Austin, 
Texas  (1926-30),  and  Laurel  Heights 
Church,  San  Antonio  (1930-36). 

Bishop  Watts  had  suffered  a 
cerebral  thrombosis  Aug.  31  in  Estes 
Park,  Colo.,  but  seemed  to  be  re¬ 
covering  and  was  able  to  return  to 
his  home  in  Lincoln  early  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  He  had  carried  on  most  of 
his  normal  episcopal  duties  until 
about  two  weeks  before  his  death, 
when  his  condition  grew  worse  and 
he  was  taken  to  the  hospital. 

Other  Methodist  bishops  who  died 
during  the  past  year  were  Bishop 
John  W.  Branscomb  of  the  Jackson¬ 
ville  (Fla.)  Area,  on  Jan.  15,  and 
Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward,  on  Dec.  10 
in  Hong  Kong. 

Funeral  services  for  Bishop  Watts 
were  held  Nov.  6  in  the  Boston 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  where  he  sevred  for  11  years 
as  pastor  and  two  years  as  district 
superintendent  before  becoming  a 
bishop.  A  memorial  service  was  al¬ 
so  held  in  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Church,  Lincoln,  on  Nov.  5. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Bishop 
Watts  was  vice  chairman  of  The 
Methodist  Church’s  Interboard  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Town  and  Country  Work 
and  a  member  of  the  Coordinating 
Council,  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  Advance  Committee. 
He  was  also  a  trustee  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Nebraska 


ville,  is  the  largest  denominational 
publisher  in  the  nation.  It  employs 
2,200  persons  in  its  16  locations 
across  the  country. 

The  45-member  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation  directs  the  publishing  inter¬ 
ests  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
has  control  over  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  including  its  Abing¬ 
don  Press  (book  publishing  unit) 
and  its  Cokesbury  book  stores.  Its 
membership  includes  ministers  and 
laymen  from  every  section  of  the 
country. 

Other  reports  at  the  meeting  in¬ 
cluded  the  following: 

Circulation  of  Methodist  church 
school  literature  was  6,807,080  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

—Local  church  libraries,  which 
are  encouraged  by  the  publishing 
house,  increased  during  the  year  to 
more  than  6,000. 


BISHOP  BASCOM  WATTS 


Wesleyan  University,  and  other 
agencies  of  the  denomination. 

Earlier  pastorates  included  Uni¬ 
versity  Church,  Austin,  Texas  (1926- 
30),  and  Laurel  Heights  Church,  San 
Antonio  (1930-36).  y- 

At  the  time  of  his  election  to  the 
episcopacy  by  the  1952  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  in 
Wichita,  Kansas,  he  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Tulsa  district  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Jurisdictional  Coun¬ 
cil.  He  was  assigned  as  the  first 
bishop  of  the  newly-created  Nebras¬ 
ka  Area  and  had  served  in  that 
capacity  ever  since.  Before  1952, 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  were  tied  to¬ 
gether  in  one  episcopal  area. 

Bishop  Walts  received  the  bache¬ 
lor  of  arts  degree  from  Southwestern 
University,  Georgetown.  Tex.,  in 
1913  and  the  bachelor  of  divinity 
from  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1918.  He  was  also  ordained 
an  elder  in  the  Methodist  ministry 
that  year.  He  received  honorary 
doctorates  in  divinity  from  both 
Southwestern  and  SMU,  and  was 
awarded  an  honorary  doctorate  in 
humane  letters  from  Nebraska  Wes¬ 
leyan  in  1953. 

He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Watts,  the 
former  Minnie  E.  Keyser,  a  son, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Ewart  G.  W'atts,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Topeka,  Kansas, 
and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Sterling  F. 
Wheeler. 

Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith  of  the 
Houston-San  Antonio  Area  deliver¬ 
ed  the  memorial  address  at  the  Tulsa 
funeral  service,  which  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Watts’  successor  in  the 
Boston  Avenue  Church  pulpit,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Paul  V.  Galloway.  Other 
participating  bishops  were  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area,  Bishop  William  C. 
Martin  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Area,  and  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith 
of  the  Oklahoma-New  Mexico  Area. 

In  Lincoln,  the  memorial  service 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frank 
A.  Court,  with  Bishop  Dana  Dawson 
of  the  Kansas  Area  delivering  the 
address  and  Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank 
of  the  Missouri  Area  sharing  in  the 
service. 


Glendale,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  AMAZON  HEADHUNTERS’  CHILDREN 
LEARN  TO  READ.  Somewhere  in  the  Amazon  jungle,  children  of  head¬ 
hunting  Stone  Age  Huitoto  Indians  are  given  a  glimpse  of  a  new  way  of 
life  as  Eugene  Minor,  a  Protestant  linguistic  missionary  from  California, 
teaches  them  how  to  read  from  a  primer  he  only  recently  produced.  Quick 
to  learn,  these  boys  and  girls  were  able  to  read  phonetically  after  only  a 
few  weeks  time.  Aiding  the  courageous  band  of  missionaries  in  their  heroic 
effort  to  carry  civilization's  light  into  the  heart  of  the  jungle  is  the  Wycliffe 
Bible  Translators,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in  Glendale,  Calif.,  an  interde¬ 
nominational  agency  founded  in  the  1920‘s  to  train  literary  experts. 

(RNS  Photo) 


Baptist  Leader  To 
Receive  1960 
‘Upp  er  Room’  Award 

Was  1959  Magnolia 
Peace  Lecturer 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)— The  1960 
annual  Upper  Room  citation  for 
outstanding  contributions  to  world 
Christian  fellowship  will  go  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  F.  Adams,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va. 

Dr.  Adams  is  president  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance.  He  has 
been  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Richmond,  for  23  years. 

Dr.  Adams  was  the  1959  Peace 
Lecturer,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Magnolia,  October  18-22. 

The  citation  will  be  presented  to 
Dr.  Adams  January  29,  1960,  at 
The  Upper  Room’s  twenty-fifth 
birthday  party  at  the  John  Marshall 
Hotel  in  Richmond. 

The  Upper  Room  is  the  world’s 
most  widely  used  devotional  guide. 
It  is  published  by  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  in  30 
languages  and  has  a  circulation  of 
more  than  3,250,000. 

Other  recipients  of  the  citation 
include  John  R.  Mott,  Frank  C. 
Laubach,  Ralph  S.  Cushman,  Jesse 
M.  Bader,  John  A.  Mackay,  Mar¬ 
garet  Applebarth,  Ivan  Lee  Holt, 
Warner  Sallman,  Samuel  McCrea 
Cavert  and  G.  Bromley  Oxnam. 

It  will  be  exactly  25  years  to  the 
day  of  the  1960  citation  dinner  since 
The  Upper  Room  received  its  name 
in  a  meeting  at  Centenary  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Richmond. 

Notes  Increased 
Interest  In  Moves 
For  World  Peace 

New  York  (NC)— “A  tremendous 
response  across  the  United  States” 
to  the  Nationwide  Program  of  Edu¬ 


cation  and  Action  for  Peace  is  re¬ 
ported  by  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Maxwell, 
executive  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  International  Affairs  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

“People  are  hungry  for  such  re¬ 
sponsible  leadership  for  peace  as 
the  churches  are  giving  in  this  pro¬ 
gram,”  Dr.  Maxwell  continued.  “I 
am  greatly  encouraged  by  what  I 
saw  during  a  recent  10,000-mile 
field  trip.  Developments  in  the 
Nationwide  Program  are  even  ex¬ 
ceeding  our  high  expectations.” 

The  Department  of  International 
Affairs  is  cooperating  with  local 


and  state  councils  of  churches,  de¬ 
nominations,  councils  of  United 
Church  Women  and  other  groups 
in  the  Program,  which  President 
Eisenhower  described  as  “one  of 
the  finest  things  that  (the  churches) 
could  possibly  undertake.” 

The  year-long  educational  project 
began  in  June  of  this  year.  As  a 
cooperative  program  of  the  church¬ 
es,  it  is  the  first  major  effort  to  in¬ 
form  church-goers  of  the  basic  is¬ 
sues  in  U.  S.  foreign  policy  and  to 
relate  them  to  Christian  principles. 


Proposes  Study  And 
Revision  of 
Methodist  Hymnal 

Chicago  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  1960  General  Conference 
will  be  asked  to  authorize  a  four- 
year  study  leading  to  a  revision  of 
The  Methodist  Hymnal  and  to  com¬ 
mit  to  its  churches  for  experiment¬ 
al  use  during  the  1960-64  quadren- 
nium  a  revised  form  of  the  Book 
of  Worship. 

The  denomination’s  Commission 
on  Worship,  meeting  Oct.  29  in 
Chicago’s  Allerton  hotel,  adopted 
memorials  (resolutions)  on  these 
and  other  matters  to  be  submitted 
to  the  church’s  highest  law-making 
body,  the  General  Conference, 
which  meets  in  Denver,  Colo.,  April 
27  to  May  7,  1960. 

A  year  ago  the  Commission  on 
Worship  took  action  asking  for  an 
eight-year  study  leading  to  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  hymnal.  Later  con¬ 
sideration  revealed  that  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  new  hymnal  ought  not 
to  be  delayed  that  long,  so  the 
commission  is  now  calling  for  a 
four-year  study.  The  present 
hymnal  was  published  in  1932. 

The  commission  will  ask  that  the 
General  Conference  entrust  this 
study  to  its  Commission  on  Wor¬ 
ship,  augmented  by  11  consultants 
with  the  power  to  vote.  The  list  of 
consultants  would  include  one 
bishop  from  each  of  the  church’s 
six  jurisdictions  and  five  other  per¬ 
sons  representing  those  general 
agencies  of  the  church  which  are 
designated  in  the  Discipline  as  hav¬ 
ing  responsibility  in  the  realm  of 
church  music. 

If  authorized  by  the  1960  General 
Conference,  the  Commission  on 
Worship  and  its  group  of  consult¬ 
ants  would  carry  out  an  intensive 
four-year  study  and  present  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  revised  hymnal  to  the 
1964  General  Conference.  If  the 
revised  book  received  approval  by 
that  conference,  it  would  be  pub¬ 
lished  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

A  revision  of  the  church’s  present 
Eook  of  Worship  has  already  been 
completed  by  the  commission  and 
is  being  sent  to  all  delegates  to  the 
next  General  Conference,  as  well 
as  the  bishops  and  general  church 
officials. 


Bible  Society  Plans 
Concerted  Reading  of 
Christmas  Gospel 

.  .  .  “On  Earth  Peace”  is  the 
Christmas  message  the  American 
Bible  Society  has  selected  this  year 
to  form  a  part  of  the  attractive 
cover  of  the  special  printing  of  the 
Christmas  story  as  it  appears  in  the 
Gospels  of  Matthew  and  Luke. 
Members  of  the  Bible  Society  have 
been  asked  to  urge  every  family  in 
their  church  and  community  to  read 
together  the  Christmas  story  at  a 
given  hour  on  Christmas  Eve,  when 
families  are  normally  together.  The 
American  Bible  Society  has  printed 
a  special  edition  of  2,000,000  copies 
of  the  Christmas  Gospel — 1,250,000 
copies  in  the  King  James  Version 
and  750,000  copies  in  the  Revised 
Standard  Version. 

The  booklet,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  widely  used  by  Sunday  school 
teachers  for  their  pupils,  youth 
groups  and  others  who  will  dis¬ 
tribute  it  to  hospital  patients,  and 
business  men  who  will  present  it 
to  their  associates  and  employees. 
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Arkadelphia,  Ark. — ARKANSAS'  NEWEST  WES¬ 
LEY  FOUNDATION  CENTER.  Shown  above  is  the  re¬ 
cently  completed  Wesley  Foundation  Student  Center 
Building,  adjacent  to  Henderson  State  Teachers  College 
in  Arkadelphia.  This  building  was  formally  open  on 


September  21  of  this  year  and  is  now  the  headquarters 
for  a  developing  Wesley  Foundation  program  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  John  O.  Alston,  student  director  of 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Arkadelphia. 

(photo  by  Mann,  Arkadelphia) 
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Frankfurt,  Germany  (RNS)— A  SCHWEITZER  QUARTET.  A  man  of 
definite  ideas — even  when  it  comes  to  being  photographed — Dr.  Albert 
Schweitzer  jests  " I'm  not  Marilyn  Monroe"  to  photographer  (top)  discussing 
photo  angles  at  an  honorary  citizenship  presentation  ceremony  in  Frankfurt, 
Germany.  In  the  bottom  two  photos,  the  famed  Protestant  missionary  jok¬ 
ingly  tells  Frankfurt  Lord  Mayor  Worner  Vockelmann,  "I  pose  the  way  I 
want."  Dr.  Schweitzer  left  his  jungle  hospital  at  Lambarene,  French 
Equatorial  Africa,  for  a  three-month  European  visit.  (RNS  Photo) 


$18  Million  Fire 
Loss  Last  Year 
By  U.  S.  Churches 

Boston  (RNS)  —  Church  property 
valued  at  $18,166,000  was  destroyed 
by  fires  during  the  past  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  figures  compiled  by  the 
National  Fire  Protection  Associa¬ 
tion’s  headquarters  here. 

There  was  a  total  of  4,200  fires 
in  churches  in  the  United  States, 
an  increase  of  1,100  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year.  Total  dollar  losses  showed 
a  decrease  of  about  $2,500,000,  the 
association  said. 

While  the  number  of  fires  in 
churches  and  religious  buildings 
showed  a  big  increase  there  was  a 
decided  drop  in  the  number  of 
“large  loss”  church  fires  —  which 
includes  those  doing  damage  of 
$250,000  or  more. 

Largest  single  church  fire  of  the 
year  was  the  one  which  wrecked 
St.  Mary’s  Catholic  church  in  Moul¬ 
ton,  Me.,  with  a  loss  of  $400,000. 

The  association  in  analyzing  the 
blazes  discovered  that  defective 
heating  systems  caused  the  major¬ 
ity  of  fires.  Incendiaries  played  a 
large  part  in  the  loss  also,  more  so 
than  in  other  types  of  buildings, 
the  study  revealed. 

Faulty  electrical  wiring  was  the 
third  largest  cause  of  fires. 

It  said  the  best  answer  to  this 


Not  Separation  From 
God  But  State,  Says  Court 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  (RNS) — 
Separation  of  Church  and  State 
does  not  mean  separation  from 
God,  the  Oklahoma  State  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ruled  here  in  de¬ 
ciding  the  legality  of  a  non-de- 
nominational  chapel  on  grounds 
of  a  state  institution. 

The  decision  will  allow  trustees 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  W.  A. 
Graham,  a  Pryor  banker,  to  go 
ahead  with  plans  to  construct  a 
$  1  2  6,000  non-denominational 
chapel  at  Whitaker  State  Or¬ 
phans’  Home  at  Pryor. 

“It  is  a  well-settled  principle 
and  philosophy  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  that  we  should  preserve 
separation  of  Church  and  State, 
but  that  does  not  mean  to  com¬ 
pel  or  require  separation  from 
God,”  decreed  the  court. 


problem  is  automatic  fire  detection 
and  installation  of  sprinklers. 

The  association  also  commented 
that  there  is  evidence  that  many 
churches  are  awakening  to  the  fire 
problem  and  are  taking  steps — with 
actions  ranging  from  better  house¬ 
keeping  up  through  the  vital  in¬ 
stallation  of  sprinklers  and  auto¬ 
matic  alarms.  This  may  possibly 
be  reflected  in  the  reduction  of 
losses  this  past  year,  it  noted. 


Blames  Parents  For  Juvenile  Delinquency 

Reporting  on  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  Nassau  (Long  Island, 
New  York)  Family  Service  Association,  Executive  Director  Richard  Rogers 
blamed  incompetent  parents  for  juvenile  delinquency.  “Juvenile  Delin¬ 
quency,”  he  says,  is  not  necessarily  bred  in  the  slums.  Many  children 
from  high-income  families  are  subject  to  bad  example  and  lack  of  parental 
care  because  of  a  weak  marriage.  By  helping  people  solve  their  family 
problems,  we  can  destroy  the  number  one  cause  of  juvenile  delinquency, 
he  explained. 

Mr.  Rogers  reinforced  his  charge  that  torn  family  ties  lead  to  juvenile 
delinquency  with  a  list  of  “shocking  statistics”  that  show  how  family  dis¬ 
cord  erupts,  often  producing  the  teenage  delinquent.  His  statistics: 

In  1958,  2.5  million  people  were  divorced  and  never  remarried. 


Bishop  Kennedy  Says 

Russian  Threat  A 
Religious  Conflict 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  ^RNS)  — 
“The  Russian  threat  is  a  matter  of 
faith  rather  than  military  might,” 
Methodist  Bishop  Gerald  H.  Ken¬ 
nedy  told  the  audience  at  the  10th 
annual  Reformation  Festival  of 
Faith  here. 

“We  are  face  to  face  with  the 
toughest  fight  we  have  ever  had, 
not  only  as  a  country  but  as  a 
church,”  declared  Bishop  Kennedy 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Area  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Deeply  concerned  with  what  he 
found  in  Russia  on  his  visit  there 
last  summer,  he  warned  that  Com¬ 
munists  “have  put  the  state  in  the 
place  of  God”  and  are  trying  to 
eradicate  individualism.  Protes¬ 
tants  in  America  declare  that  in¬ 
dividual  man  has  the  right  to  make 
a  choice,  explained  the  bishop. 
“One  is  going  to  win  and  the  other 
is  going  down,”  he  predicted.  “It 
is  essentially  a  religious  conflict.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  Russians 
“have  a  rival  religion,  the  religion 
of  the  state  that  for  a  time  satis¬ 
fies  them.  They  put  the  state  in 
the  place  of  God.  It’s  what  the 
Christian  faith  has  had  to  struggle 
with  through  all  the  years — a  rival 
faith.” 

What  Americans  must  do  is  to 
stop  coasting,  Bishop  Kennedy  of¬ 
fered.  “I  think  we  have  to  wake 
up  to  what  our  heritage  is  and 
what  it  cost.  We  have  to  be  ready 
to  sacrifice  for  it.  Then  we  have 
to  create  a  dream  of  the  future  as 
inspiring  as  the  Communist  dream 
— and  they  have  it,”  he  said. 

“The  Communist  dream  is  to 
capture  the  world,”  stated  Bishop 
Kennedy,  though  he  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  they  want  war  “anymore 
than  we  do.”  But  the  faith  of 
Americans  and  the  Communist 
philosophy  are  both  “positive  and 
outreaching,  and  they  are  collid¬ 
ing.” 

The  bishop  held  little  hope  for 
reconciliation.  “They  deny  every¬ 
thing  we  believe,”  he  said.  “They 
say  the  church  is  exploitation.  If 
they  are  right,  they  are  going  to 
win.  We  believe  they  are  wrong, 
and  so  we  will  win  ultimately.” 


In  the  ancient  West  Germany  city 
of  Worms,  where  Martin  Luther  de¬ 
fied  Emperor  Charles  V  before  the 
German  Reichstag  (Diet)  with  the 
words  “Here  I  stand,  I  cannot  do 
otherwise,”  a  reconstructed  Refor¬ 
mation  Memorial  church  has  been 
rededicated.  The  church,  known  al¬ 
so  as  Holy  Trinity,  was  destroyed 
during  World  War  II. 


There  were  9.2  divorces  per  every 
1,000  married  couples. 

The  number  of  separations  was 
nearly  as  great  as  the  number  of 
divorces  last  year. 

More  than  half  the  divorces 
granted,  are  to  couples  with  at 
least  three  children. 

Juvenile  courts  deal  with  27 
cases  for  each  1,000  children  10  to 
17  years  of  age.  In  1940  the  figure 
was  10.5  cases. 

One  in  every  10  persons  has  some 
form  of  mental  or  emotional  dis¬ 
order  requiring  treatment.  Psychi¬ 
atric  complications  are  important 
factors  in  50  to  70  per  cent  of  the 
medical  cases  treated  by  physicians. 

About  11,500  children  and  young 
people  are  admitted  to  public 
mental  hospitals  yearly. 

About  $3  billion  is  spent  annually 
on  the  care  and  treatment  of  the 
mentally  and  emotionally  ill. 


Georgia  Bishop  Is 
Spiritual  Advisor 
To  Chiang  Kai-Shek 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)— A  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  from  Georgia  is  spiritual 
advisor  to  Generalissimo  Chiang 
Kai-Shek,  ruler  of  10  million  Chi¬ 
nese  on  the  island  of  Formosa. 

Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  At¬ 
lanta,  now  filling  a  vacancy  in  the 
Far  East  bishopric  of  Methodism 
left  with  the  death  of  Bishop  Ralph 
Ward,  wrote  associates  here  that 
Chiang  thus  introduced  him  at  a 
palace  dinner  in  the  bishop’s  honor. 
The  Generalissimo,  he  added, 
proudly  stated  his  Methodist 
Church  affiliation. 

Seated  at  the  bishop’s  side  at  the 
dinner  was  Madame  Chiang,  a 
graduate  of  Georgia’s  Wesleyan 
College  at  Macon,  a  Methodist  in¬ 
stitution.  Chiang  sat  facing  him, 
Bishop  Moore  reported. 

The  bishop  went  from  Taipei  to 
Tokyo,  where  the  Japanese  are 
celebrating  the  centennial  of  Prot¬ 
estantism.  Bishop  Moore  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  return  to  his  offices  in  At¬ 
lanta  around  Thanksgiving. 


The  one  millionth  copy  of  the 
“Jubilee  Bible”  printed  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
was  presented  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  at  a  recent  ceremony 
in  London.  The  Archbishop  has 
been  vice-president  of  the  Society 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  The  edi¬ 
tion,  which  has  five  hundred  line 
drawings,  maps  and  visual  aids  is 
sold  at  below  cost  at  eight  and  six¬ 
pence  (approximately  $1.25).  Of  the 
copies  sold,  over  600,000  have  gone 
to  local  education  authorities  for 
use  in  schools. 
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Editorials 


Study  Shows  Prohibition  Helps 

THE  American  Business  Men’s  Research  Foundation,  a  well 
known  non-profit  organization  dedicated  to  collecting,  cor¬ 
relating  and  disseminating  information  about  beverage  al¬ 
cohol,  has  published  the  results  of  studies  it  has  had  underway  to^ 
determine  possible  relationships  between  “wet”  and  “dry”  areas 
and  crimes  of  violence.  The  studies  reveal  a  consistent  pattern. 
Crimes  of  violence  are  less  in  dry  areas. 

Arkansas  (42.6%  dry)  and  Louisiana  (17.9%  dry)  are  listed  in 
the  West  South  Central  section  of  the  study,  a  section  second  only 
in  dry  territory  to  the  East  South  Central  section.  The  study  re¬ 
veals  conclusively  that  those  sections  having  the  most  dry  areas 
have  shown  the  greatest  improvement  in  reducing  crimes  of  vio¬ 
lence  between  the  period  immediately  following  prohibition  repeal 
and  today  when  many  states  have  some  dry  areas  within  their 
borders. 

Of  perhaps  equal  significance  is  the  report  that  those  states 
having  the  largest  areas  dry,  42%  and  more,  also  have  the  lowest 
alcoholism  rate.  Arkansas  with  42%  of  its  area  dry,  ranks  25th  in 
alcoholism.  Most  of  those  states  with  less  dry  area  have  larger 
rates  of  alcoholism.  The  ten  driest  states  rank  between  the  21st 
and  46th  in  rates  of  alcoholism. 

Prohibition  may  not  be  the  full  answer  to  the  beverage  al¬ 
coholism  problem,  but  at  least  it  reduces  crimes  of  violence  and 
the  rate  of  alcoholism. 

How  About  Your  Giving  to  the  Church? 

STATISTICS  released  on  a  national  level  about  financial  giving 
of  church  members  in  support  oi  their  church  programs  do 
not  necessarily  have  great  significance  on  a  local  level  save 
as  they  reveal  trends,  how  these  funds  are  used  and  how  much 
such  giving  reflects  giving  habits  of  American  church  members. 

These  annual  statistics  were  released  a  few  days  ago,  showing 
a  seven  per  cent  gain  over  the  previous  year,  a  rather  respectable 
gain  when  the  total  amount  involved  represents  $2  1/3  billion.  Of 
this  amount,  almost  billion  represented  gifts  for  home  and 
foreign  missions  and  overseas  relief. 

Lest  any  of  us  get  the  idea  that  we  are  all  doing  what  we 
should,  it  might  be  well  to  recall  that  the  American  income  last 
year  was  upwards  of  a  couple  of  hundred  billion  dollars.  Method¬ 
ists  have  come  a  long  ways  in  recent  years  in  improving  their 
record  of  giving,  and  for  this  much  could  and  should  be  said.  But 
there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  improvement  before  any  Method¬ 
ists  get  in  a  financial  bind  because  of  church  contributions. 

If  there  is  any  comfort  to  be  had  by  comparison,  Scotch  Pres¬ 
byterians  are  apparently  living  up  to  their  overseas  reputation  of 
tightfistedness.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
was  told  recently  by  one  of  its  pastors  that  they  were  “the  worst 
givers  in  the  whole  English-speaking  Presbyterian  world.”  The 
pastor  chided  delegates  by  saying  it  was  time  that  members  stopped 
contributing  the  loose  change  lying  around  in  their  pockets  and 
started  budgeting  their  financial  support  of  the  church. 

There  is  much  in  these  suggestions  that  Methodists  might  well 
take  to  heart.  There  is  scarcely  a  Methodist  church  anywhere  that 
doesn’t  have  at  least  a  few  members  who  take  their  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility  seriously.  Methodism’s  trouble  financially  is  that  the 
number  of  such  members  is  too  few.  To  approach  one’s  giving 
with  the  idea  of  how  little  can  one  give  and  get  by  is  descriptive  of 
too  many  Methodists.  When  more  Methodists  give  from  a  sense 
of  Christian  stewardship,  the  greater  claims  and  opportunities 
which  the  Church  envisions  will  be  realized.  Their  fulfillment 
awaits  more  of  our  giving. 


The  Living  Scriptures _  by  Jack  rjamm 

Divine  Lifeguard  Of  The  Mind 


Unrest  On  India’s  Border 


INDIA  for  the  first  time  is  getting  a  real  first  hand  experience 
in  the  type  of  relationship  many  other  countries  have  experi¬ 
enced  with  exponents  of  communism  for  a  long  time.  Indian 
leaders  do  not  like  it  any  more  than  West  Berliners,  Americans, 
the  British,  French,  Nationalist  Chinese  or  South  Koreans.  The 
center  of  co-existence  irritations  has  now  changed  from  a  European 
or  Mediterranean  setting  back  to  the  Far  East,  a  pattern  followed 
by  communists  for  several  years. 

Thoughtful  Christians  the  world  over,  who  have  endeavored 
to  give  support  to  the  co-existence  strategy  proposed  by  commun¬ 
ists  leaders,  will  find  their  patience  being  tried  by  the  current 
Indian  border  dispute.  India  has  long  tried  to  maintain  a  position 
of  strict  neutrality.  India’s  efforts  along  this  line  have  been  so 
successful  as  to  cause  many  Americans  to  wonder  just  where  India 
stood  in  its  relationship  with  America.  India’s  leaders  have  been 
known  to  make  public  statements  which  seemed  anti-American, 
and  many  Americans  have  been  quick  to  conclude,  often  erroneous¬ 
ly,  that  those  not  sympathetic  with  America  are  pro-communist. 
However,  India’s  neutrality  has  been  maintained  through  all  this, 
and  Americans  should  remember  this.  If  communists  will  delib¬ 
erately  provoke  disputes  with  a  country  that  has  tried  hard  to 
avoid  becoming  entangled  in  the  East-West  struggle,  their  idea  of 
co-existence  is  something  that  will  be  most  difficult  for  others  to 
comprehend  or  appreciate. 

India  has  a  reputation  for  solving  difficulties  by  non-forceful 
means.  Non-resistance  non-violent  and  passive  means  are  char¬ 
acteristic  of  India’s  ways.  Now  India’s  leaders  are  calling  for 
sterner  measures  to  deal  with  the  communists.  Christians  will 
watch  developments  in  this  controversy  with  great  concern.  They 
have  much  at  stake. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


How  Will  My  "Obituary"  Read? 

Someday — and  it  <snay  not  be  too 
long  off — the  minister  will  search 
about,  in  his  mind  or  among  the 
neighbors,  for  some  good  thing  to 
say  about  each  of  us  as  family  and 
friends  lay  away  the  worn-out 
physical  “remains.”  Have  we  ever 
tried  to  put  ourselves  in  the  clergy¬ 
man’s  place  and  ask,  “What  can  he 
truthfully  say  about  me  that  will 
bring  some  comfort  to  those  who 
are  going  to  miss  me,  some  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  friends  who  are  to 
be  earth-bound  a  little  longer  than 
I?” 

Or  will  the  minister  (as  we  have 
all  heard  done)  take  refuge  in  the 
cold  formal  service — “dust  to  dust 
and  ashes  to  ashes”  .  .  .  “we  have 
a  hope  that  is  not  of  this  world” — 
but  no  message  from  a  life  that  has 
run  its  earthly  days? 

Or  the  hometown  paper,  if  adver¬ 
tising  is  not  too  heavy  that  week, 
may  want  to  run  a  paragraph  or 
two  summing  up  our  decades  in 
the  community.  What  can  it  say? — 
not  that  that  will  affect  our  place 
in  the  next  world,  but  as  an  exam¬ 
ple,  for  good  or  for  ill,  to  those 
who  follow  in  our  train. 

As  a  young  reporter,  long  years 
ago  now,  it  always  gave  me  pause 
and  perhaps  concern  when  all  I 
could  sometimes  find  to  say  about 
a  person  was  “he  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  85”  .  .  .  “he  leaves  a 
widow  and  six  children”  ...  or 
“his  father  and  grandfather  were 
respected  merchants  in  this  com¬ 
munity.”  The  facts  I  didn’t  say  was 
that  “he  lived  to  be  85,  but  never 
had  a  goal  in  life”  .  .  .  “never 
worked  enough  to  provide  ade¬ 
quately  for  his  family”  ...  or 
“never  made  use  of  the  schooling 
and  the  opportunities  and  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  provided  by  his  family 
and  by  this  town.”  Or  maybe  he 
“got  by”  on  the  previous  genera¬ 
tion’s  good  name  or  “social  stand¬ 
ing,”  as  a  war  veteran  or  the  de¬ 
scendant  of  one  (sometimes  “twice 
removed”),  or,  “he  wasted  great 
talent”;  or  he  reaped  where  he  did 
not  sow  —  “he  ate  well  of  this 
world’s  food  and  goods,  but  gave 
mighty  little  in  return.” 

Not  all  of  us  can  have  “the  pic¬ 
ture  of  self”  that,  we  are  told,  came 
to  Alfred  Nobel  as  a  result  of  a 
journalistic  error.  It  seems  that 
Alfred’s  younger  brother  died,  but 
the  reporter  of  a  Paris  newspaper 
thought  it  was  Alfred,  “the  dyna¬ 
mite  king”  himself — and  so  told 
the  French  nation.  And  there,  next 
morning,  Alfred  Nobel  read  his 
own  obituary — saw  himself  as  the 
world  saw  him:  a  millionarie  who 
made  a  vast  fortune  by  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  what  (in  1888)  was  the 
world's  most  destructive  explosive, 
an  industrialist  who  was  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purposes  “a  merchant  of 
death,”  a  man  who  profited  from 
war  and  sold  to  both  sides.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  Alfred  Nobel  recoiled 
from  this  picture  of  himself:  he  was, 
in  his  own  eyes  and  purposes,  a 
man  of  peace  and  goodwill,  desir¬ 
ing  to  reconcile  man  to  man. 

Yet  there  is  a  deeper  and  more 
important  question:  What  will  God 
say,  and  what  will  be  written  in 
the  Book  of  Life  when  we  make 


(HNS  Photo) 


Our  World  In  Miniature 


A  Vivid  Picture  of  the  Relative  Shares  of  Material 
Prosperity  As  Enjoyed  By  Mankind  Around  The  World 

By  Henry  Smith  Leiper 


If  in  our  imagination  we  might 
compress  the  total  population  of 
the  world,  now  more  than  two  and 
a  half  billion  persons,  into  a  com¬ 
munity  of  one  thousand  persons 
living  in  a  single  town,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  picture  of  the  contrasts  we 
would  then  vividly  see. 

Sixty  persons  would  represent 
the  present  U.  S.  population;  the 
rest  of  the  world  would  be  repre¬ 
sented  by  940  persons.  The  60 
Americans  would  be  receiving  half 
of  the  total  income  of  the  entire 
community;  the  940  other  persons 
would  share  the  remaining  half. 

Of  the  Americans  in  the  town,  36 
would  be  members  of  Christian 
churches;  and  24  would  not.  In  the 
town  as  a  whole  about  330  people 
would  be  classified  as  Christians 
and  670  would  not  be  so  classified. 
Less  than  100  in  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  would  be  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tians  and  more  than  230  would  be 
Roman  Catholics.  At  least  80  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  town  would  be  believing 
communists  and  370  others  would 
be  under  communist  domination. 

Classified  as  to  skin  color,  303 
people  would  be  white  and  697 
would  be  classified  as  colored.  The 
60  Americans  would  have  an  av¬ 
erage  life  expectancy  of  70  years; 

entrance  into  the  “next  world?” 
We  may  well  be  surprised  by  the 
record  there,  for  the  standards  of 
the  spiritual  world  are  far  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  of  the  physical;  and 
what  is  “good  report”  and  “news¬ 
worthy”  in  Heaven  may  be  far  dif¬ 
ferent  from  those  of  our  commun¬ 
ity  or  of  the  Fourth  Estate. 


all  the  other  940  would  average 
under  40  years. 

The  60  Americans  would  possess 
15%  times  as  much  goods  per  per¬ 
son  as  all  the  rest  of  the  people. 
On  an  average  they  would  produce 
16%  of  the  town’s  total  food  sup¬ 
ply,  but  would  consume  all  but 
1%%  of  that  and  keep  most  of  it 
for  their  own  future  use  in  expens¬ 
ive  storage  equipment.  Since  most 
of  the  940  non-Americans  in  the 
community  would  always  be  hun¬ 
gry  and  never  quite  know  when 
they  would  get  enough  to  eat,  the 
situation  created  by  this  disparity 
in  food  supply  and  the  existence  of 
vast  food  reserves,  becomes  readily 
apparent,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Americans  already  eat 
72%  above  the  maximum  food  re¬ 
quirements.  Because  of  the  cost  of 
storing  their  surplus  food,  they 
could  actually  save  money  by  giv¬ 
ing  away  any  excess  food. 

Of  the  community’s  total  supply 
of  electric  power,  the  60  Americans 
would  have  12  times  as  much  as 
all  the  rest;  22  times  as  much  coal; 
21  times  as  much  oil  and  gasoline; 
50  times  as  much  steel,  and  50 
times  as  much  in  general  equip¬ 
ment  of  all  kinds.  Of  the  60  Amer¬ 
icans  the  lowest  income  groups 
would  be  better  off  than  the  av¬ 
erage  in  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
town. 

With  the  exception  of  perhaps 
200  persons  representing  Western 
Europe  and  a  few  favored  classes 
in  other  areas,  like  South  America, 
South  Africa  and  Australia,  and  a 
few  wealthy  Japanese,  literally 
most  of  the  non-American  people 
in  this  imaginary  compressed  com¬ 


munity  would  be  ignorant,  poor, 
hungry,  and  sick.  Half  of  them 
would  be  unable  to  read  or  write. 

Moreover,  half  of  the  people  in 
this  community  would  never  have 
heard  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  what  he 
taught,  and  for  what  he  lived  and 
died.  On  the  other  hand,  more 
than  half  would  be  hearing  about 
Karl  Marx,  Nicolai  Lenin,  Joseph 
Stalin,  N  i  k  a  t  a  Khrushchev  and 
other  communist  leaders. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  contemplate  that  the  av¬ 
erage  Christian  American  family 
would  be  spending  $850  each  year 
for  military  defense  and  less  than 
$3.50  a  year  to  share  their  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  with  the  rest  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  community. 

Out  of  his  average  income  of  $2,- 
500  per  year,  the  gift  of  each  Amer¬ 
ican  person  for  all  purposes  other 
than  private  and  personal  gifts 
would  average  less  than  $55  per 
year.  This  might  raise  a  question 
as  to  how  seriously  he  regards  the 
Christian  faith  or  the  meaning  of 
Christmas  with  its  emphasis  on 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among 
men. 


I 

Saw 

A  Grubbing 


Hoe  By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 

and,  under  orders,  picked  it  up, 
marched  off  to  the  field  and  attack¬ 
ed  the  persimmon  sprouts  that 
were  hindering  the  corn.  This  was 
a  two  bladed  weapon,  one  blade 
like  a  hoe  for  digging  and  the  other 
like  an  axe  for  cutting.  With  the 
hoe  I  dug  the  dirt  away  from  the 
large  roots  on  which  the  slender 
sprouts  grew  and  with  the  axe  I 
cut  the  roots.  Then  sprouts,  roots 
and  all  were  ready  for  the  fire,  and 
the  com  was  free  to  grow  unhin¬ 
dered. 

I  suppose  every  one  who  grew 
up  on  a  farm  has  had  grubbing  hoe 
experience.  Whoever  has  not  done 
so  has  missed  a  back  testing  and 
back  strengthening  operation.  He 
has  also  missed  a  close  up,  reward¬ 
ing  view  of  how  futile  it  is  to  hack 
away  at  the  surface  and  leave  the 
trouble  making  root  untouched. 

John  the  Baptist  no  doubt  had 
observed  the  grubbing  hoe  work  of 
the  farmers  of  his  day.  They  dug 
up  the  roots  and  cut  them  off.  It 
is  possible  that  he  had  done  such 
work  himself.  So  he  described  the 
work  that  God  was  doing  through 
him  in  the  familiar  terms  of  the 
field:  “The  axe  is  laid  to  the  root 
of  the  trees;  every  tree  that  bring- 
eth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn 
down  and  cast  into  the  fire.”  And 
Jesus  said  exactly  the  same  thing 
in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Often  little  things,  like  slender 
and  unobtrusive  sprouts  in  the 
field,  hinder  our  spiritual  growth, 
growing  up  from  big  and  deeply 
concealed  roots.  They  get  bigger 
with  every  passing  season.  We  need 
to  use  our  grubbing  hoe  and  clear 
the  field.  It  is  a  heart  testing — even 
a  heart  breaking — experience,  but 
rewarding  for  the  field  is  cleared 
for  a  better  growth. 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


BEING  RESPONSIBLE 

To  say  that  a  person  is  utterly  irresponsible  is  about  the  worst 
condemnation  we  can  give.  It  means  that  one  can’t  count  on  him. 
Such  a  person  does  not  count. 

The  sense  of  responsibility  is  woven  into  the  whole  warp  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  the  woof  which  held  together  the  Hebrew  family  through 
persecution  and  exile.  The  devout  Hebrew  felt  responsible  for  teach¬ 
ing  the  moral  law  to  his  children  and  for  keeping  himself  pure  lest 
his  sins  be  visited  upon  his  offspring. 

And  Jesus  so  stressed  the  principle  of  personal  responsibility 
for  the  welfare  of  others  that  His  greatest  interpreter,  the  Apostle 
Paul,  summed  up  the  matter  thus:  “Bear  ye  one  another’s  burdens 
and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.” 

To  whom  are  we  responsible?  Some  years  ago  the  head  of  a 
family  addressed  a  parent-teacher’s  meeting  in  New  York.  He  said 
that  he  could  see  nothing  in  the  modern  school  curriculum  which 
took  the  place  of  the  early  training  given  his  father.  As  a  boy  his 
father  got  up  at  5  a.m.  to  milk  the  cow  and  kept  the  family  woodpile 
stocked,  not  because  of  his  fondness  for  those  occupations  but  because 
they  were  the  necessary  functions  of  home  life.  It  was  a  daily  per¬ 
formance  which  fell  to  his  lot,  as  did  other  tasks  to  the  other  children. 

This  daily  rendering  of  service  vital  to  the  well-being  of  the 
family  developed  in  him  the  power  to  make  himself  do  the  duty  be¬ 
fore  him,  wholly  apart  from  how  he  felt  about  it.  It  was  a  power 
which  proved  the  foundation  for  that  complete  self-mastery  which 
was  one  of  the  outstanding  characteristics  of  his  life.  The  boy  who 
did  those  chores  was  John  D.  Rockefeller  and  the  man  who  spoke 
about  them  was  his  son,  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

If  the  youth  of  today  had  Tnore  chores  to  train  them  in  responsi¬ 
bility  to  the  family  there  would  be  less  juvenile  delinquency. 

Then  youth  grow  up  and  enter  school  and  college.  The  student 
becomes  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  his  school  as  truly  as  the 
school  is  responsible  for  the  student. 

When  school  days  are  over  youth  takes  a  job.  Here  is  another 
sphere  of  mutual  responsibility.  Only  as  employees  feel  it  their  duty 
to  promote  the  output  of  their  employers  and  only  as  employers  feel 
morally  bound  to  further  the  welfare  of  their  employees  can  the 
industrial  scene  be  transformed  from  a  battlefield  into  a  brotherhood. 

Then  as  we  settle  in  some  community  we  should  become  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  morals,  the  health,  the  schools,  the  welfare  institutions 
of  the  neighborhood.  I  hope  Mr.  Khrushchev  discovered  this  com¬ 
munity  spirit  for  it  is  something  Russia  does  not  duplicate.  But  I 
fear  he  did  not  come  to  appreciate  it  for  he  spent  little  time  in  our 
smaller  towns  where  the  community  spirit  is  most  marked. 

Many  a  man  who  has  been  an  active  citizen  in  some  American 
town  moves  to  a  large  city  and  says  to  himself,  “I  am  tired  of  pulling 
community  loads.  I’m  getting  out  of  harness  for  a  while  and  taking 
a  rest.” 

And  the  reason  we  have  so  many  moral  runaways  in  our  big 
cities  is  that  there  are  so  many  of  these  unharnessed  people.  The 
civic  tone  of  our  large  cities  tends  to  be  lower  than  our  towns  be¬ 
cause  as  the  group  grows,  personal  responsibility  tends  to  shrink. 
And  if  there  ever  was  a  time  when  community  spirit  needs  to  be 
strengthened  it  is  now.  Every  decent  person  feels  responsible  for 
his  community. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  circles  of  responsibility  stands  the 
church.  Sometimes  I  hear  persons  say,  “I  can’t  join  the  church  be¬ 
cause  I  cannot  take  on  any  more  responsibilities  just  now.”  Is  the 
church  just  an  added  obligation,  one  more  thing  to  support?  So  some 
think,  but  how  wrong  they  are.  The  church  stands  in  our  midst  to 
remind  us  that  all' these  other  circles  of  obligations — our  homes,  our 
work,  our  communities,  our  nation,  our  world — revolve  around  one 
central  and  sovereign  responsibility,  namely  to  God  Himself. 

Dr.  Robert  Russell  Wicks  tells  of  the  time  his  children  took  a 
phonograph  record  and  punched  a  new  hole  in  it  about  an  inch  off 
center,  then  put  it  on  to  play.  You  can  imagine  the  caterwauling  it 
produced.  And  is  that  not  a  rough  analogy  of  what  is  causing  the 
disharmonies  of  our  world  today?  Our  circles  of  responsibility  are 
off  center.  Harmony  can  come  only  as  our  sense  of  obligation  is 
centered  in  God,  in  whom  “we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being.” 

“Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord.”  If  we  are  true  to 
Him,  we  shall  not  be  false  to  anyone. 


"I  let  th'  wife  ...  do  our  churclvgoing  .  .  . 
Sunday's  .  .  .  my  only  day  ...  to  relax  ..." 


The 

Lay  man9  s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


“Blessed” 

On  the  morning  I  am  writing 
this  I  have  just  read  the  5th,  6th, 
and  7th  chapters  of  the  Book  of 
Matthew.  Anyone  who  knows  his 
Bible  at  all  will  recognize  these 
chapters  as  the  well-known  Sermon 
on  the  Mount.  I  have  often  thought 
that  it  might  be  described  as  the 
Keynote  Sermon  of  Christianity.  It 
is  the  only  real  sermon  that  we 
have  on  record  from  the  lips  of  the 
Master.  Besides  this,  it  gives  us 
more  insight  into  the  basics  of 
Christian  religion  than  any  other 
message. 

The  Sermon,  according  to  the 
best  record  that  we  have  of  it, 
begins  with  a  familiar  word, 
“Blessed.”  Jesus  had  not  talked  a 
full  minute  without  mentioning  the 
word  nine  times.  It  is  unusual, 
though,  that  He  mentioned  so  many 
humble  people  in  connection  with 
this  word.  He  said,  “Blessed  are 
the  poor  .  .  .  those  who  have  had 
sadness  .  .  .  the  humble  .  .  .  those 
who  hunger  for  righteousness  .  .  . 
the  merciful  .  .  .  the  pure  in  heart 
.  .  .  the  peacemakers  .  .  .  those  who 
are  persecuted  for  the  righteous 
causes  .  .  .  those  who  are  lied  about 
on  Jesus’  account.  The  Master  did 
not  mention  the  sad-eyed,  self-ap¬ 
pointed  martyrs  who  wanted  to 
give  the  impression  of  holiness  with 
none  of  the  price  that  it  involved. 
Jesus  was  describing  the  people 
who  meet  life  on  its  own  difficult 
terms.  That  takes  in  most  of  us. 
Some  people  think  that  they  can 
call  the  turn  on  fate,  but  sooner  or 
later  they  find  out  that  they  can¬ 
not  write  the  story  of  their  lives  as 
they  might  want  to  do  it.  It  is 
when  we  realize  this  fact  that  many 
become  bitter  and  want  to  renounce 
the  Church,  Christianity,  the  teach¬ 


ings  of  Christ;  and  try  to  write  a 
brave  new  page  of  their  own.  Jesus 
knew  that  there  would  be  these 
bitter  pages  in  our  books  of  life,  so 
He  began  His  message  with  some 
words  for  all  who  have  had  these 
experiences.  He  has  good  words 
for  those  who  are  willing  to  empty 
themselves  of  pride;  those  who  are 
sensitive  enough  to  weep  in  sor¬ 
row;  those  willing  to  be  meek  and 
humble  in  the  face  of  a  noisy,  boast¬ 
ful  world;  those  who  are  hungry 
for  the  righteousness  of  God  instead 
of  the  lure  of  worldly  power  and 
possessions,  and  so  on  down  the 
list. 

But  what,  one  asks,  does  the 
word  “Blessed”  mean?  It  can’t 
mean  “Happy,”  because  sorrow 
can’t  make  one  happy.  It  can’t 
mean  humility,  because  one  of  the 
most  difficult  virtues  in  the  human 
scale  of  values  is  humility.  Going 
on  down  the  list  we  wonder  how 
any  idea  of  happiness  as  we  ordi¬ 
narily  understand  it  can  attend 
some  of  these  difficult  experiences 
that  Jesus  described.  This  question 
has  bothered  me  just  as  it  has 
many  others.  An  assuring  answer 
came  from  my  large  dictionary. 
“Blessed”  is  an  ancient  and  a  pure¬ 
ly  English  word  and  its  original 
meaning  was,  “to  consecrate  with 
blood.”  One  was  “blessed”  when 
he  was  consecrated  by  the  shedding 
of  blood.  This  brings  a  new  and 
beautifully  sacred  meaning  to  the 
word  that  Jesus  used.  We  might 
easily  imply  from  this  that  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  suffer  or  to 
accept  indignities,  we  are  having  a 
real  share  in  the  shedding  of 
Jesus’  blood  as  He  hung  on  the 
cross. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lesson  for  November  22,  1959:  ARE  YOU  AN  EVANGELIST? 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  8,  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS  8:4-6,  26-38. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  even  so  I  send  you. 
John  20:21  (RSV) 


Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  the  four  lessons  of 
Unit  XI  are  grouped  under  the  general  subject, 
“We  Must  Decide.”  It  is  very  appropriate  that 
today’s  lesson  should  come  in  such  a  group  of 
lessons.  Our  subject  today  is  “Are  You  An  Evan¬ 
gelist?”  This  is  a  question  that  each  of  us  should, 
in  all  sincerity  ask  ourselves.  We  should  be  dis¬ 
turbed  if  we  cannot  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Thus  far  this  quarter  our  lessons  have  been 
almost  a  chapter  by  chapter  study  of  The  Acts 
Of  The  Apostles.  Last  Sunday  our  lesson  covered 
the  trial  and  martyrdom  of  Stephens,  the  first 
Christian  to  die  for  the  faith. 

Our  lesson  today  is  a  continuation  of  events 
in  the  early  church  from  where  we  left  off  last 
Sunday.  Only  three  verses  intervene  between 
the  close  of  the  lesson  text  for  last  Sunday  and 
our  lesson  text  for  today.  These  verses  are  the 
first  three  verses  of  chapter  eight. 

In  these  three  verses  we  are  told  that  “de¬ 
vout  men  carried  Stephen  to  his  burial,  and 
made  great  lamentation  over  him.”  Burial  took 
place  on  the  day  of  execution  as  was  the  case 
with  Jesus  when  he  was  crucified.  Jewish  law 
made  it  necessary  for  one  executed  to  be  buried 
on  the  same  day  as  his  execution.  The  “devout 
men”  who  buried  Stephen  were,  in  all  proba¬ 
bilities,  Jews.  It  was  not  likely  that  any  of  the 
Christian  group  would  have  dared  ask  for  his 
body  when  the  spirit  of  mob  violence  regarding 
Christians  was  running  so  high.  Since  the  men 
who  buried  Stephen  “made  great  lamentation 
over  him”  it  is  probable  that  they  were  Jews 
who  were  secretly  in  sympathy  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  movement  and  who  also  were  secretly 
incensed  at  the  barbaric  manner  in  which 
Stephen  was  put  to  death. 

Persecution  of  The  Church  After 
Stephen's  Death 

Up  to  this  time,  post-resurrection  Christian¬ 
ity  had  been  confined  to  Jerusalem.  In  this  ac¬ 
tion,  the  apostles  were  carrying  out  the  will  of 
the  Master,  in  His  final  instructions,  by  “begin¬ 
ning  at  Jerusalem.”  In  the  Master’s  plan,  the 
time  had  apparently  come  to  extend  that  work 
to  “all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  utter¬ 
most  part  of  the  earth.” 

The  fanatical  fury,  which  had  led  to  the 
stoning  of  Stephen  with  the  consent,  if  not  by 
the  order  of  the  Sanhedrin,  was  now  turned  on 
the  Christian  movement  itself.  Quite  prominent 
in  that  movement,  if  not  its  leader,  was  Saul, 
later  called  Paul.  The  first  three  verses  of  chap¬ 
ter  8,  just  preceding  our  lesson  text,  tell  us  that 
Saul  “laid  waste  the  church  and  entering  house 
after  house,  he  dragged  off  men  and  women  and 
committed  them  to  prison”  (RSV).  This  little 
sketch  of  Paul’s  early  relation  to  the  Christian 
movement  gives  us  an  idea  of  just  how  revolu¬ 
tionary  was  Paul’s  experience  in  conversion.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  every  real  Christian  to  make 
a  complete,  unconditional  surrender  of  his  life  to 
what  he  conceives  to  be  God’s  will  for  him,  if 
he  is  to  live  a  happy,  useful  Christian  life. 

"God  Moves  In  Mysterious  Ways" 

It  was  the  poet  Cowper  who  wrote: 

“God  moves  in  mysterious  ways 
His  wonders  to  perform; 

He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea 
And  rides  upon  the  storm.” 

We  can  only  guess  how  long  the  Christian 
movement  would  have  limited  itself  to  Jerusalem 
but  for  this  outbreak  of  persecution.  It  was  the 
attempt  of  the  Jewish  church  to  destroy  the 
Christian  movement  that  caused  it  to  spread  to 
neighboring  towns  and  countries.  The  attempt 
to  put  out  the  fire  of  Christianity  caused  it  to 


spread.  J.t  has  happened  more  than  once  that 
someone,  attempting  to  kick  out  a  fire,  has 
kicked  the  burning  embers  into  dry  grass  where 
a  flame  grew  to  proportions  he  could  not  control. 

That  is  about  what  happened  when  the  Jew¬ 
ish  church  tried  to  stamp  out  Christianity.  Per¬ 
secution  broke  out  in  Jerusalem  and  followers 
of  Christ  were  forced  to  flee  for  their  lives.  The 
glorious  part  of  it  is  found  in  the  opening  verse 
of  our  lesson  text  which  reads,  “They  that  were 
scattered  abroad  went  everywhere  preaching  the 
word.”  Jerusalem  Jews  had  scattered  a  fire  that 
they  could  never  again  control. 

While  Christians,  who  fled  from  Jerusalem, 
went  everywhere  preaching  the  word,  it  does  not 
follow  of  course  that  they  were  all  preachers  in 
the  commonly  accepted  term.  This  exodus  of 
Christians  from  Jerusalem  was  the  first  great 
“laymen’s  movement”  in  the  Christian  church. 
That  it  was  largely  a  laymen’s  movement  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  a  statement  in  Acts  1:1  which  reads: 
“And  they  were  all  scattered  abroad  throughout 
the  regions  of  Judaea  and  Samaria,  EXCEPT 
THE  APOSTLES.”  Just  why  the  persecution,  at 
this  time,  did  not  reach  to  the  apostles  is  not 
stated.  Perhaps  Jewish  leaders  were  still  follow¬ 
ing  Gamaliel’s  suggestion  to  let  them  alone. 

Philip  Went  To  Samaria  .  .  .  And 
Preached  Christ 

This  is  a  different  Philip  than  the  Philip 
who  was  one  of  the  twelve  apostles.  As  indicated 
above,  Philip  the  apostle  stayed  in  Jerusalem 
with  the  rest  of  the  Apostles  when  this  persecu¬ 
tion  broke  out.  The  Philip  of  our  lesson,  who 
went  into  Samaria  was,  like  Stephen,  one  of  the 
seven  selected  by  the  apostles  to  administer  char¬ 
ity  among  the  needy  Christians  in  Jerusalem.  In 
Acts  21:8,  this  Philip  is  called  “Philip  the  evan¬ 
gelist.” 

Samaria,  where  Philip  preached,  is  the  coun¬ 
try  just  north  of  Judea  through  which  Jesus  was 
passing  when  he  had  the  conversation  with  the 
Samaritan  woman  at  Jacob’s  Well. 

The  Samaritans  were  a  people  of  mixed 
blood.  After  the  most  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel 
were  carried  into  exile,  their  captors  placed  some 
of  their  own  people  in  the  land.  These  inter¬ 
married  with  the  Jews  left  there  to  produce  a 
mongrel  race  which  the  Jews  despised  and  often 
referred  to  as  dogs.  Jesus  broke  down  something 
of  the  barrier  between  the  Jews  and  Samaritans 
by  His  ministry  there.  Possibly,  as  a  result  of 
the  work  Jesus  did  there,  Philip  seemed  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  warm  welcome.  We  are  told  in  our  lesson 
text  that  “The  people  with  one  accord  gave  heed 
unto  the  things  which  Philip  spoke  .  .  .  and 
there  was  great  joy  in  the  city.” 

Our  lesson  text  makes  a  very  significant 
statement  about  Philip’s  ministry  in  Samaria.  It 
says  “Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria 
and  PREACHED  CHRIST  unto  them.”  It  was 
Paul,  in  his  first  letter  to  the  Corinthians,  who 
said  in  the  first  chapter  and  23rd  verse,  “We 
preach  Christ.” 

These  early  Christian  leaders  were  not  so 
much  interested  in  preaching.  ABOUT  Jesus. 
This  they  could  have  done  with  some  very  in¬ 
teresting  sermons  about  the  life,  the  travels,  the 
miracles,  and  the  beautiful  stories  He  told  in 
parables.  These  early  leaders  did  not  preach 
about  Christ.  They  preached  Christ  a  living,  lov¬ 
ing,.  risen  Lord  who  had  died  on  a  cross  to  re¬ 
deem  the  world  from  sin. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  Paul  could  have 
preached  about  Jesus  throughout  his  entire  min¬ 
istry  without  ever  having  one  lash  laid  across  his 
back,  or  without  spending  one  day  in  prison.  He 


need  not  to  have  been  beaten  with  rods  or  to 
have  been  stoned  by  angry  mobs.  Paul,  at  the 
end,  could  likely  have  died  in  a  comfortable  bed 
at  home,  surrounded  by  his  loved  ones.  Instead 
he  preached  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  men  and 
declared  that  men  must  accept  His  way  and  live 
or  reject  Him  and  die.  For  this  he  suffered  all 
kinds  of  persecution  and  finally  died  a  martyr’s 
death  in  Rome. 

No  Sunday  School  teacher  or  minister  should 
be  content  to  talk  about  Christ.  We  too  should 
stress  the  claims  Christ  has  on  the  souls  of  men. 
We,  too,  should  emphasize  the  supreme  im¬ 
portance  of  accepting  Christ  as  a  personal  Sav¬ 
iour  and  also  the  spiritual  disaster  those  suffer 
who  reject  Him  as  their  Lord. 

Are  You  An  Evangelist? 

The  subject  of  our  lesson  today  is,  “Are  You 
An  Evangelist?”  That  is  a  question  that  every 
Christian  should  ask  himself.  The  primary  mis¬ 
sion  of  The  Methodist  Church,  as  of  every  evan¬ 
gelical  church,  is  the  work  of  evangelism.  In  the 
Methodist  Church  our  program  includes  many 
activities  that  are  not  directly  evangelistic.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  everything  The  Methodist  Church  does 
should  have  for  its  ultimate  goal  the  fulfilling 
of  the  Great  Commission  to  “make  disciples.” 
Whatever  may  be  the  varied  activities  of  a  local 
church,  there  should  be  times  when  every  power 
the  church  possesses  should  be  turned  to  the 
task  of  bringing  lost  people  to  know  Christ  as 
Saviour. 

Evangelism  is  the  primary  mission  of  the 
church.  What  is  the  church?  It  is  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  individuals.  We,  as  individual  members, 
are  the  church.  It  follows  then  that  our  primary 
business,  as  Christians,  is  to  be  an  evangelist. 
The  work  Of  evangelism  is  in  no  sense  confined 
to  ministers  or  paid  church  workers.  Webster 
tells  us  that  evangel  means  “good  news,”  “glad 
tidings.”  Every  Christian  should  be  a  bearer  of 
the  good  news  and  glad  tidings  of  Christ’s  re¬ 
deeming  love.  Each  of  us  should  ask  the  question, 
“What  am  I  doing  of  an  evangelistic  nature?” 

God's  Providential  Concern  Aids 
The  Evangelist 

The  work  of  Philip  in  Samaria  grew  to  such 
proportions  that  the  church  at  Jerusalem  heard 
“that  Samaria  had  heard  the  word  of  God.”  Peter 
and  John  where  selected  of  the  apostles  to  go 
to  Samaria  to  assist  in  the  work. 

While  this  work  of  evangelism  was  appar¬ 
ently  running  at  high  tide  in  Samaria,  Philip 
had  a  rather  strange  call  from  the  Lord.  With¬ 
out  explaining  the  reason  for  the  call,  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  told  Philip  to  go  toward  the  south 
toward  Gaza,  “which  is  a  desert.”  Despite  the 
strange  nature  of  the  call,  Philip  started  “toward 
Gaza.” 

In  following  this  call  from  God,  Stephen 
found  that  God’s  providential  concern  for  people 
was  working  at  both  ends  of  the  line.  While  God 
was  calling  him,  he  found  that,  in  the  desert 
place,  God  was  also  calling  the  Etheopian  through 
Scripture  that  he  was  not  able  to  fully  compre¬ 
hend. 

When  Philip  answered  the  command  of  the 
Spirit  to  join  himself  to  the  chariot,  he  found  a 
man  anxiously  searching  for  spiritual  light.  It 
was  not  difficult  for  Philip  to  show  him  the 
way.  Remember  also  that  the  eunuch  was  a 
very  important  man  in  his  country. 

When  the  urge  comes  to  us  to  speak  to  some¬ 
one  about  Christ,  let  us  keep  in  mind  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  also  working  in  the  heart  of  the 
person  we  are  impressed  to  approach.  This  does 
not  mean  that  everyone  we  approach  under  these 
circumstances  will  surrender  his  life  to  Christ, 
but  it  does  mean  that  we  have  pressed  the  claims 
of  Christ  on  a  life  when  there  is  the  largest 
chance  for  success. 

When  a  Man  Becomes  a  Christian 

It  was  apparently  only  a  short  time,  after 
Philip  climbed  into  the  Etheopian’s  chariot,  be¬ 
fore  the  hesitant,  uncertain  eunuch  had  made  a 
definite  decision  to  trust  Christ  and  align  him¬ 
self  with  the  Christian  movement.  Having  come 
to  a  place  where  there  was  water  in  the  desert, 
the  Etheopian  asked  to  be  baptized. 

What  difference  has  the  acceptance  of  Christ 
made  in  our  lives?  Have  we  seen  the  importance 
of  becoming  a  part  of  the  church  in  its  organized 
efforts  to  do  good?  If  our  profession  of  religion 
has  not  made  a  difference  in  our  lives,  here  and 
now,  it  will  not  likely  make  any  difference  in  our 
destiny  when  we  stand  before  the  Lord  at  the 
end  of  the  way. 
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Rev.  AND  MRS.  RUPERT  COLES  announce 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Suzanne  Frances, 
born  on  October  16.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Coles  is  pastor 
of  the  Farmerville  Methodist  Church. 

DR.  LEE  MORGAN,  associate  professor  of  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  Loui¬ 
siana,  was  among  the  chief  speakers  Thursday, 
November  12,  at  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Arkansas  Education  Association  in  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas.  He  discussed  the  topic,  “A  Desirable 
Literary  Background  for  College  Freshmen.” 

CARRUTH  ANNISON  of  Zachary  was  Laymen’s 
Day  speaker  at  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District  on  Sunday,  October 
18.  Leonard  Thomas  of  Denham  Springs  was 
speaker  for  the  evening  service.  These  dedicated 
men  were  secured  by  the  church  Lay  Leader, 
George  Baker.  Rev.  Ted  Smith  is  pastor. 

DR.  E.  L.  FORD,  head  of  the  modern  languages 
department  at  Centenary  College,  spoke 
Sunday  evening,  November  ft,  before  members 
of  the  Summer  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  the  subject,  “A  Continent  in  Ferment.” 
He  discussed  impressions  of  Africa,  obtained  on 
a  tour  of  the  continent  last  summer,  and  showed 
films  of  Africa  made  on  the  tour. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Gordon 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  observed 
“Ladies  Night”  at  the  regular  monthly  dinner 
meeting  of  the  Club  on  Monday,  November  2. 
Pascal  Norris  of  Monroe  was  guest  speaker. 
Harry  Stone  is  president  of  the  Club  and  H.  B. 
Zeagler  is  the  secretary.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  S.  A.  SEEGERS  was  the  speaker*  at  the 
morning  worship  service  of  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  25,  while 
the  pastor,  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams,  was  taking  part 
in  the  Homecoming  Program  of  the  Hebert 
Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Seegers  was  pastor  of  the 
Columbia  Church  from  1944  until  1949.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  Columbia  upon  his  retirement  in  1957. 

REV.  LUMAN  DOUGLAS,  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District,  will  conduct  Dedication 
Services  for  the  recently  constructed  Educational 
Building  of  the  Lisbon  Methodist  Church  Sunday, 
November  15.  Former  pastors  and  all  interested 
persons  are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  Refresh¬ 
ments  will  be  served  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
service.  Rev.  George  Goodwin  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Natchitoches  Ministerial  Alli¬ 
ance  during  a  regular  business  meeting  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  on  October  30.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Pearce  has  served  as  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  since  June  1956. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Tatum,  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Northwestern  State  College, 
Natchitoches,  was  elected  secretary-treasurer. 

MAJOR  G.  B.  FARRAR  was  speaker  at  both 
morning  and  evening  worship  services  of  the 
Mooringsport  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  18.  Major  Farrar  does  extensive  work  with 
the  Rescue  Mission  in  Shreveport.  Rev.  Price 
Allen,  pastor  of  the  Oil  City  Methodist  Church, 
preached  at  the  church  on  Sunday,  October  25. 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  his 
family  were  on  vacation  at  the  time. 

THE  FINAL  “Heritage”  Program  for  the  Col¬ 
umbia  Methodist  Church  was  held  on  Sunday 
night,  October  11.  The  Family  Night  Supper  was 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Men  at  6:00  p.m. 
The  MYF  led  a  worship  service  at  7:00  p.m.  and 
Mrs.  Mildred  L.  Jackson  of  Monroe  gave  a  very 
interesting  account  of  the  writing  of  her  recently 


published  book,  “Once-Upon-A-Time  Bible  Stor¬ 
ies.”  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  mooringsport  methodist  church 

held  a  combined  Family  Night  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  meeting  October  19,  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Hinsch  from  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  as  guests.  Mr. 
Hinsch  gave  an  interesting  and  informative  talk 
about  his  recent  trip  to  Russia,  which  he  em¬ 
phasized  with  colored  slides  taken  on  the  trip. 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  guest  preach¬ 
er  for  the  annual  Homecoming  at  the  Hebert 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  25.  Dr. 
Morris  was  pastor  of  the  Columbia  Charge  from 
1934  until  1939  and  revived  the  Sunday  School 
at  Hebert  during  that  time.  The  Hebert  Church 
has  made  a  record  of  continuous  progress  since 
then.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the  Colum- 
bia-Hebert  Charge. 

REV.  HENRY  a.  RICKEY,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  preached  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  the  Metairie  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  November  1-6.  Rev.  John  L. 
Koelemay,  pastor  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  song  leader.  The  Metairie 
Church  is  a  new  church  located  just  off  Veterans 
Highway,  near  the  large  new  Lakeside  Shopping 
Center.  Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  S.  M.  CHIU,  Chinese-born  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  history  and  government  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  Wednesday, 
Nov.  11,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Women’s  Depart¬ 
ment  Club  of  Minden.  He  spoke  on  the  subject, 
“Communist  China,”  discussing  economic  and 
social  changes  in  China  during  the  past  decade, 
the  relationship  between  Communist  China  and 
other  nations  and  tensions  existing  between 
China  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

THE  MEMBERS  of  the  Arcadia  Methodist 
Church  and  the  many,  friends  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Peyton  throughout  the  conference  are 
pleased  with  the  wonderful  progress  their  young 
son,  Guy  Murry,  is  making  since  his  return  from 
the  hospital.  He  is  glad  to  be  home  with  his  bro¬ 
ther  Lee  and  the  many  friends  who  are  helping 
to  make  his  confinement  pleasant.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Peyton  is  pastor  of  the  Arcadia-Mt.  Moriah 
Charge. 

RUSSELL  CUMMINGS  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Laymen’s  Day  Service  at  the  Columbia  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  October  18,  at  the  11:00 
o’clock  worship  service.  Mr.  Cummings  is  an 
active  and  capable  member  of  the  church.  Boyd 
Wilkins,  Church  School  superintendent,  presided 
and  conducted  the  worship  with  the  assistance 
of  Owen  Brown,  the  music  director.  Judge  V.  M. 
Mouser  is  Charge  Lay  Leader  for  the  Columbia- 
Hebert  Charge.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is  pastor. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Winnsboro 
furnished  speakers  for  five  churches  on  Lay¬ 
men’s  Sunday.  The  speakers,  and  where  they 
spoke  are  as  follows:  W.  B.  Scriber,  Gilbert; 
W.  R.  Baker,  West  Monroe;  F.  C.  Howard,  Beouf 
Prairie;  W.  B.  Glover,  Crowville;  and  S.  W.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Newellton.  C.  D.  Coburn  of  Wisner 
spoke  at  the  morning  worship  service  of  the 
Winnsboro  Methodist  Church,  and  M.  D.  Peele 
was  the  speaker  for  the  evening  service.  Rev. 
W.  H.  Bengtson  is  the  pastor. 

MRS.  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  was  honored  at  a  cof¬ 
fee  party  by  the  New  Orleans  Parsonettes 


October  23.  The  coffee  was  held  at  the  district 
parsonage  Fall  flowers  in  tones  of  gold  and 
bronze  decorated  the  reception  rooms  and  the 
coffee  table.  Mrs.  Henry  Rickey,  president  of 
the  Parsonettes,  greeted  the  guests  at  the  door 
and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Melbert  presided  at  the  coffee 
service.  Other  Parsonette  officers  and  committee 
chairmen  who  acted  as  circulating  hostesses 
were:  Mrs.  Marvin  Corley,  Mrs.  Percy  Emanuel, 
Mrs.  Edward  Barksdale,  Mrs.  Don  Alverson,  Mrs. 
Edward  Harris  and  Mrs.  James  Christie. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  Car¬ 
rollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  will 
be  honored  with  a  testimonial  dinner  at  Harold’s 
Cafeteria,  Saturday,  November  21,  by  members 
of  the  congregation,  Roy  Simons,  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board,  announced  this  week.  The 
dinner  will  celebrate  Dr.  Bowdon’s  35th  year  in 
the  Methodist  ministry  and  his  50th  year  as  a 
member  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Bowdon 
will  preach  the  following  day,  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  on  the  same  topic  used  in  his  first  sermon 
as  a  minister. 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  MYF  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  held  a  “Fish  Fry”  on 
Friday,  October  30.  Tickets  were  sold  in  advance 
and  at  the  door.  Pan  sized  halibut,  augmented  by 
Gulf  trout  donated  by  Sidney  Chevis  from  a 
successful  fishing  trip,  were  served.  Bob  Mc¬ 
Crary,  Counselor  to  the  Intermediate  MYF,  of¬ 
ficiated  in  the  kitchen  as  “Chef”  while  members 
of  the  MYF  sold  tickets,  and  served  the  tables. 
Profits  from  the  fish  fry  will  go  into  the  fund 
the  MYF  are  accumulating  for  their  annual  re¬ 
treat  next  summer.  Dr.  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  will  inaugurate 
the  winter  program  of  monthly  pancake  break¬ 
fasts  for  members  of  the  congregation  prior  to 
Church  services.  All  profits  will  go  to  the  build¬ 
ing  fund  for  the  new  church.  The  November  20 
meeting  of  the  club  will  be  held  at  the  church 
with  a  program  being  presented  by  Henry 
Walther,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee,  centered  about  the  trip  he  and  Mrs.  Walther 
took  around  the  world  last  year.  Families  of  the 
members  will  be  special  guests.  Dr.  Nathaniel 
H.  Melbert  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  LAMAR  WILLIAMS,  chairman  of  the 
Spiritual  Life  Committee  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  observance  of  Laymen’s  Day  at  St.  Matthew’s 
Methodist  Church,  Metairie.-'  Richard  Porter, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  led  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  Service  of  Confession.  Zo  Fekete, 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Finance  and 
Stewardship,  officiated  in  the  Service  of  the 
Word,  and  Ralph  Brown,  member  of  the  Official 
Board  and  teacher  of  an  adult  Sunday  School 
Class,  led  the  congregation  in  the  Service  of 
Commitment.  Rev.  C.  Ebb  Munden,  III,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

DR.  ROBERT  F.  CURL,  Texas  Methodist  leader 
and  educator,  will  leave  soon  for  a  visit  to 
one  of  four  Methodist  mission  lands  as  the  result 
of  being  the  recipient  of  the  25-millionth  “bene¬ 
fit  dollar”  paid  out  in  claims  by  a  Minneapolis, 
Miss.,  insurance  company.  Dr.  Curl,  who  is  in¬ 
structor  in  church  administration  and  director 
of  field  education  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  will 
decide  among  Korea,  Sarawak  (Borneo),  Bolivia 
or  North  Africa  as  the  object  of  his  field  visit. 
The  expenses  of  the  trip  will  be  borne  by  the 
Ministers  Life  and  Casualty  Union,  of  which  Dr. 
Curl  has  been  a  policy  holder  since  1944. 

RICHARD  D.  WAGGONER,  minister  of  music 
at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  presented  a  organ  recital  Sunday 
evening,  October  25,  at  the  Vesper  Service.  Mr. 
Waggoner  holds  the  Master  of  Music  degree  from 
the  University  of  Colorado,  and  the  A.A.G.O. 
degree  of  the  American  Guild  of  Organists.  He 
has  studied  church  music  under  Vernon  de  Tar 
of  New  York  City,  Everett  Jay  Hilty  of  the 
University  of  Colorado  and  Owen  Brady  of  Los 
Angeles.  Mr.  Waggoner  recently  came  to  Rayne 
Memorial  after  having  served  three  years  as 
Organist-Choir  Master  at  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Camden,  Arkansas. 
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Pictured  by  the  oxen-drawn  covered  wagon  that  led  the  procession  to 
the  church  are  (seated):  Miss  Doff  ye  Varnado,  Promotion  Secretary,  Wayne 
Wilson,  and  Bob  Ailor.  Children  (standing):  Sharon  Horton,  Linda  Dawson, 
Elizabeth  Ann  Dawson,  and  Jeanie  Ailor.  Second  row  (I.  to  r.):  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Leonard,  Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor,  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Smokey  Wilson 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  Rev.  James  Ailor,  Minister  of  the  Parish,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson, 
Jr.,  the  Pastor,  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Rabby.  Standing  on  wagon:  Miss  Edna  Felps, 
Financial  Secretary. 

125th  Anniversary 

First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

1834-1959 

By  Dottye  Varnado 

First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor, 
celebrated  its  125th  birthday  on  Sunday,  October  25,  with  a  special  birth¬ 
day  party.  Just  125  years  ago — in  1834 — the  Church  was  taken  off  the 
Opelousas  Circuit  on  which  it  had  been  since  1810,  and  made  a  “station" 
church,  with  a  full  time  minister,  ifev.  C.  K.  Marshall.  Under  Rev.  Mr. 
Marshall’s  (later  Dr.  Marshall)  guidance  a  one-story  building  was  built 
and  the  Methodist  Society  of  the  hamlet  of  Red  Stick  (Baton  Rouge)  be¬ 
came  First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 


To  commemorate  this  great  day 
in  its  history,  the  Church  re-enact¬ 
ed  scenes  from  its  early  history,  as 
recorded  in  faded  manuscripts  in 
the  church  vault. 

A  Circuit  Rider’s  Procession  to 
the  Church  was  the  opening  event 
as  the  circuit  riders  (Dr.  Dawson, 
and  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.  and 
Rev.  James  W.  Ailor,  associates) 
led  the  motley  congregation  to  the 
Church.  In  the  long  processional 
were  pioneer  men  and  women  in 
ox-drawn  covered  wagons,  river- 
boatmen  in  coonskin  caps,  friendly 
Istrouma  Indians,  gamblers  and 
their  ladies  from  the  riverboats 
that  plied  the  Mississippi,  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  town  in  their 
surries,  and  many  other  figures 
from  the  pages  of  the  church’s  his¬ 
tory.  The  characters  were  repre¬ 
sented  by  hundreds  of  members  of 
the  congregation  who  appeared  in 
costume. 

The  worship  service  that  follow¬ 
ed  in  the  Church  was  conducted 
along  the  lines  of  an  early  Method¬ 
ist  worship  service,  with  the  “call¬ 
ing  up”  of  the  choir  and  the  “lining 
out”  of  the  hymns  by  the  ministers. 
The  choirs,  the  ushers,  greeters, 
plate  collectors  and  ministers  were 
garbed  in  the  costume  of  the  1830’s, 
as  well  as  many  members  of  the 
congregation. 

Following  the  worship  service  of 
thanksgiving  and  an  old-fashioned 
“dinner-on-the-grounds”  was  held 
in  the  gymnasium  of  the  Church. 
At  that  time  Dr.  Dawson  recog¬ 


nized  the  members  of  First  Church, 
who  had  been  members  for  50 
years  or  more. 

An  historical  drama  depicting  the 
meeting  of  a  Baton  Rouge  Method¬ 
ist  Society  under  the  direction  of 
pioneer  circuit  rider  William 
Winans  was  given.  The  part  of  the 
zealous  preacher  whose  undaunted 
spirit  helped  bring  the  Methodist 
faith  to  “hard-unyielding  Louisi¬ 
ana”  was  portrayed  by  his  greats 
great  grandson,  Tracey  S.  Speake, 
youth  director  at  First  Church.  Six 
other  descendants  of  this  great 
Methodist  pioneer,  who  was  sent 
to  Louisiana  by  Bishop  Francis  As- 
bury  with  $30  for  his  year’s  work, 
are  members  of  the  Church. 

In  historical  notes  given  at  the 
125th  Anniversary  Observance,  Dr. 
Dawson  spoke  of  the  many  colorful, 
dark,  and  bright  days  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  many 
crises  through  which  it  had  come 
in  its  great  history — the  scourge  of 
yellow  fever,  the  fight  to  establish 
a  Protestant  Church  in  French- 
Spanish  South  Louisiana,  occupa¬ 
tion  by  the  Union  Army  in  the 
Civil  War;  the  struggle  to  build 
the  present  great  church  plant  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  following  World  War 
I;  and  the  economic  tensions 
brought  by  the  depression  years  of 
the  30’s.  Dr.  Dawson  quoted  the 
victory  of  the  Church  over  its  ad¬ 
versaries  with  a  quotation  found  in 
the  ancient  records  of  the  Church 
“.  .  .  with  the  help  of  God,  we  kept 
on  keeping  on.” 


New  Scholarship 
Established  at 
Centenary  College 

Establishment  of  the  “S  e  1  b  e  r 
Bros.  Scholarship”  at  Centenary 
College  has  been  announced  by  Dr. 
Joe  J.  Mickle,  president. 

Members  of  the  Selber  family  of 
Shreveport  have  given  the  college 
$6,000  and  have  indicated  that  an 
additional  $4,000  will  be  given  dur¬ 
ing  1960  to  establish  a  $10,000 
scholarship  fund.  Income  from  the 
invested  sum  will  be  used  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  education  of  a  deserving 
male  or  female  student  interested 
in  studying  toward  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  business  admin¬ 
istration. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  the  family  has 
stipulated  that,  in  the  event  Cen¬ 
tenary  should  expand  its  curricu¬ 
lum  to  include  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  retailing,  a  de¬ 
serving  student  studying  toward 
that  degree  shall  be  considered  eli¬ 
gible  for  the  scholarship.  The  re¬ 
cipient,  in  either  case,  must  be  a 
resident  of  the  Ark-La-Tex,  must 
be  of  good  moral  character  and 
must  maintain  a  B  average  unless 
the  representative  of  the  Selber 
family  serving  on  the  selection 
committee  should  consent  to  a  C 
average. 

Members  of  the  family  said  they 
were  establishing  the  scholarship  in 
appreciation  of  “the  fortune  of  fate 
that  brought  us  to  this  blessed 
land”  and  “as  a  token  of  gratitude 
and  as  the  beneficiaries  of  a  herit¬ 
age  left  to  us  by  our  loving  parents, 
Charles  and  Mary  Selber,  who 
came  to  this  land  of  freedom  and 
opportunity  from  Poland  about  70 
years  ago.” 

Donors  of  the  scholarship  fund 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Selber,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Aaron  Selber,  Sr.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mandel  Selber,  Sr.,  and 
Mrs.  Lottie  Selber,  widow  of  a 


Ruston  District  Lay 
Activities  Board 
Has  Annual  Meeting 

One-hundred  and  twenty  persons 
(laymen  and  ministers)  of  the  Rus¬ 
ton  District  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
met  at  the  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  October  29,  for  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  Herman  Bass  of 
Jonesboro,  district  lay  leader,  pre¬ 
sided. 

Following  the  dinner  prepared 
by  the  ladies  of  the  Grace  WSCS, 
the  group  was  entertained  by  the 
Southside  Quartet  of  Monroe,  Loyd 
Barnett,  Charles  Elliott,  R.  L. 
Jones,  Walter  Weber,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Jean  Taylor. 

The  Lay  program  for  the  Ruston 
District  was  presented  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  W.  A.  Brewster,  Jr.,  “1000 
Club”;  Edwin  Johnson,  “Every 
Member  Canvass’;  Hale  R.  Shadow, 
“Prayer  Cells”;  J.  G.  Elliott,  “Work¬ 
shops”;  and  Charles  McConnell, 
“Lay  Visitation.” 

Mr.  Bass  talked  to  the  group  on 
the  subject  “The  Final  Step”  and 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  conse¬ 
crated  leadership  for  God  and  the 
Church. 

Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  district 
superintendent,  expressed  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  group  and  commented 
on  various  phases  of  the  lay  pro¬ 
gram.  Jason  Smith,  former  district 
lay  leader,  concluded  the  meeting 
with  a  prayer. 


fourth  brother,  the  late  Isadore 
Selber.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Selber 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Vedlitz  also 
are  among  the  contributors.  Irving 
Selber  and  Mrs.  Sedlitz  are  the  son 
and  daughter,  respectively,  of  Mrs. 
Lottie  Selber  and  the  late  Isadore 
Selber. 

Dr.  Mickle  expressed  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  the  college  to  the  Selber 
family  for  the  gift. 


Signing  the  papers  by  which  the  " Selber  Bros.  Scholarship"  was  created 
at  Centenary  College  is  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary,  while 
Louis  Selber,  member  of  the  contributing  family,  looks  on.  The  scholarship 
will  be  awarded  on  a  yearly  basis.  (Photo  by  Cowan) 
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YOUTH  NEWS— Promotion 

Arcadia  Youth 
Complete  an 
Eventful  Summer 

With  the  beginning  of  school  the 
Youth  of  the  Arcadia,  La.,  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  closed  out  a  very  busy 
and  eventful  Summer. 

Dan  Tyler  of  Jonesboro,  La.,  a 
student  at  Centenary  College  was 
youth  director  for  the  Summer 
months  and  many  interesting  ac¬ 
tivities  were  planned  and  carried 
out.  Highlighting  the  activities  was 
the  observance  of  Youth  Activities 
Week,  in  which  various  members  of 
the  local  church  had  a  part  in  lead¬ 
ing  the  discussion  groups  and  Rev. 
Loyd  Williams,  pastor,  Jonesboro 
Methodist  Church,  taught  a  course 
on  “What  Methodists  Believe.”  Dif¬ 
ferent  recreation  leaders  from  near¬ 
by  groups  had  charge  of  the  recrea¬ 
tion  each  evening.  Different  or¬ 
ganizations  of  the  local  church  pro¬ 
vided  the  evening  meals. 

With  the  advent  of  school  and 
the  football  season  the  activities  at 
the  church  have  been  curtailed  to  a 
certain  extent.  Jim  Montgomery, 
a  student  at  Louisiana  Tech  has 
been  secured  as  youth  director  and 
is  spending  as  much  time  as  possi¬ 
ble  with  the  local  group.  Much  im¬ 
provement  has  been  seen  in  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  youth  at  the  evening 
worship  service  at  which  they  have 
complete  charge  of  the  choir. 

Mary  Tooke  is  president  of  the 
local  M.Y.F.  group  and  Rev.  R.  L. 
Peyton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Lafou  Terre 

The  Lafou  Terre  Sub-District 
had  its  second  meeting  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  October  11,  at  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Raceland,  La. 

Jim  Bolton,  Houma,  gave  a  talk 
entitled  “Growth.”  Jimmy  Hebert, 
president,  presided  and  Gerald 
Yanderhider,  secretary,  read  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

All  the  churches  of  the  sub-dis¬ 
trict  were  represented.  Ninety-three 
youths  were  present  from  Raceland 
Lockport,  Thibodaux,  Houma  First 
Church,  Houma  Heights,  Bayou 
Blue,  and  Dulac.  Dulac  won  the 
attendance  banner  with  the  great¬ 
est  percentage  of  members  present. 

The  Assumption  Parish  M.Y.F. 
joined  the  Baton  Rouge  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict,  therefore,  the  name  of  the 
Lateas  Sub-Distirct  had  to  be 
changed.  A  vote  at  the  meeting 
changed  the  name  to  the  Lafou 
Terre  Sub-District.  The  sub-dis¬ 
trict  is  now  composed  of  M.Y.F.’s 
of  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  par¬ 
ishes. 

Joan  Peace,  recreation  chairman, 
had  the  group  do  skits  for  recrea¬ 
tion.  Then,  refreshments  were 
served  by  the  Raceland  Woman’s 
Society.  Pat  Decker,  Lockport,  is 
the  sub-district  reporter. 

MYFirnd  Receives 
$773,071  During 
Period  1958-59 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  A  total 
of  $773,071  was  contributed  by 
Methodist  youth  to  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fund  during  the  1958-59  fis- 


Devotion 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


How  To  Spend  Money 

No  parent  will  thank  me  for  add¬ 
ing  to  their  woes  at  this  point!  Is 
there  a  youth  who  does  not  seem 
to  have  a  natural  inclination  to 
spend  money?  I  have  seldom  known 
one  who  found  difficulty  at  this 
point.  Not  that  he  spends  wisely, 
but  that  he  spends! 

A  few  years  ago  a  bank  in  Belle¬ 
ville,  Illinois,  celebrated  an  anni¬ 
versary  and  staged  a  stunt  as  a 
feature  of  the  silver  jubilee.  The 
bank  manager  gave  a  radio  an- 
souncer  of  the  local  station,  40  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  and  authorized  him  to 
sell  them  at  50  cents  each.  Equipped 
with  portable  micraphone  and  the 
silver  dollars,  the  announcer  walked 
up  and  down  in  front  of  the  bank 
for  half  an  hour,  with  hand  out¬ 
stretched  holding  a  silver  dollar, 
asking  all  passers-by,  “Will  you 
give  me  50  cents  for  this  silver  dol¬ 
lar?”  He  was  amazed  and  amused 
at  the  variety  of  responses  he  got 
from  the  passing  citizenry. 

The  first  potential  customer  was 
a  retired  farmer.  He  took  the  silver 
dollar  in  his  hand,  examined  it, 
then  handed  it  back,  saying,  “I 
think  you’re  a  racketeer.”  The  next 
passer-by  approached,  threatened 
to  summon  a  policeman.  Then  came 
a  local  house-wife  who  without 
hesitation  said,  “It  looks  good  to 
me,  I’ll  take  a  chance.”  Then  came 
a  woman  carrying  a  baby  who  told 
the  commissioned  peddler  that  she 
had  only  eleven  cents.  This  was 
taken  in  exchange  for  the  dollar. 
When  his  time  limit  was  up,  the  an¬ 
nouncer  had  succeeded  in  disposing 
of  only  4  of  the  silver  dollars.  He 
returned  to  the  bank  36  unused  dol¬ 
lars. 

What’s  the  matter  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Belleville?  Don’t  they  know 
a  bargain?  Are  they  too  suspicious 
to  make  this  kind  of  50%  profit  on 
what  they  spend?  Yet,  suppose  you 
were  a  passer-by  there,  how  quick¬ 
ly  would  you  snap  up  such  a  bar¬ 
gain? 

On  the  other  hand,  six  persons 
in  Copley  Square,  Boston,  were 
asked  this  question,  “If  you  had  a 
chance  to  spend  $10,000  in  one  day, 
what  would  you  do  with  it?”  That’s 
the  kind  of  question  that  is  hard 
to  answer  right  off  the  bat. 

One  said  he  would  buy  a  lot  of 
books  for  his  library.  Another  said 
she  would  use  the  money  to  help 
her  husband  through  college;  a 
third  said  he  would  buy  a  house  and 
lot;  the  fourth  said  she  would  build 
a  cotta ae  by  the  sea;  the  fifth  would 
buy  a  Piper  Cub  airplane;  while  the 


cal  year.  This  was  an  increase  of 
more  than  $16,000  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  fund  helps  missions,  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  youth  work 
around  the  world,  said  Miss  Erne- 
line  Craine,  Nashville,  who  pro¬ 
motes  the  fund. 

Giving  to  the  fund  has  increased 
each  year  since  it  was  established  in 
1941,  and  the  contributions  for  the 
18  years  total  well  over  $7,500,000. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Christian  Workers 
Training  School 
At  Stuttgart 

Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church 
and  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Stuttgart,  Ark.,  jointly  sponsored 
an  annual  Training  School  for 
Christian  Workers,  November  1-3. 
The  school  was  held  at  the  Grand 
Avenue  Church. 

Instructors  and  their  courses 
were:  Mrs.  L.  C.  Thompson,  Little 
Rock,  Teaching  Children;  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Elliott,  Chidester,  MYF.;  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Peckham,  Little  Rock,  How 
to  Teach  in  Church  School;  Rev. 
James  E.  Major,  Little  Rock,  Chris¬ 
tian  Stewardship;  and  Dr.  W.  Henry 
Goodloe,  North  Little  Rock,  Chris¬ 
tian  Evangelism. 

Approximately  100  were  enrolled 
in  the  three-day  school,  which  held 
two  sessions  each  day. 

Promotion  Day 
Observed  at  Carr 
Memorial  Church 

On  Sunday,  September  27th,  the 
annual  Promotion  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  in  Carr  Memorial  Church, 
Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas.  All  members 
of  the  Church  School,  with  parents 
and  friends,  assembled  in  the 
church  sanctuary  for  the  service. 

All  children  who  were  promoted, 
from  one  department  to  another, 
were  given  Promotion  Certificates, 
and  the  children  being  promoted 
into  the  Junior  Department  were 
given  Bibles  from  the  church.  These 
were  presented  by  the  minister, 
Rev.  Fred  R.  Arnold. 

Those  having  a  perfect  attend¬ 
ance  record  for  the  year  were  given 
pins.  Those  receiving  the  pins  were 
Randy  Arnold,  for  four  years  per¬ 
fect  attendance;  Janet  Puckett, 
Brenda  Helvie  and  Charles  James, 
three  year  pins;  Sandra  Bullock, 
Linda  Bullock  and  George  Mitchell, 
two  year  pins.  Virginia  and  Lillian 
Marshall,  Linda  Wooley,  Brenda 
Doherty,  Eddie  Freeman,  Larry 
Piper,  Cheryl  Doherty  and  Pam 
Kalkbrenner,  all  received  pins  for 
one  years  perfect  attendance  in 
Church  School. 


sixth  would  spend  the  money  trav¬ 
eling. 

Now  my  ministerial  mind  im¬ 
mediately  jumped  to  the  conclusion 
that  not  many  persons  would  say 
that  they  would  give  the  first  por¬ 
tion  of  such  a  wind-fall  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  But  then  I  recalled  the 
words  of  Fritz  Kreisler,  the  famous 
violinist  who  said,  “I  have  a  right 
to  use  for  myself  only  that  which 
will  make  me  more  efficient  and 
more  fit  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God.” 

Suppose  you  apply  that  to  your 
answer  to  such  a  question.  If  out 
of  a  clear  sky  you  were  suddenly 
with  thousands  of  dollars,  how 
would  you  spend  it.  Say,  While  we 
are  at  it,  let’s  just  raise  the  similar 
question,  How  do  you  spend  what 
little  money  is  entrusted  to  your 
care?  The  principle  is  the  same  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  amount  of  money  in¬ 
volved. 


Minden  Training 
School  Held 
October  25-29 

A  Training  School  for  Church 
School  Workers  was  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Minden, 
Louisiana,  October  25-29.  Churches 
participating  in  this  school  were  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden, 
Brushwood  Methodist  Church,  Hef- 
ling  Methodist  Church,  Pine  Grove 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Lake- 
view  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Ann.  Fox  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  taught 
a  course  in  Children’s  Work.  Rev. 
Brady  Foreman  of  Downsville 
taught  a  course  in  Youth  Work. 
Rev.  W.  P.  Fraser,  pastor  of  the 
Homer  Methodist  Church  taught  a 
course  in  Adult  Work. 

Eighty-three  were  enrolled  in  the 
different  courses  with  33  receiving 
official  Course  Cards  of  Recogni¬ 
tion.  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  was  dean 
of  the  school. 

General  Board  Helps 
Local  Churches  Plan 
Educational  Facilities 

One  of  the  valuable  services  of¬ 
fered  to  local  churches  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education’s  Division 
of  the  Local  Church  is  consultation 
in  building  or  remodeling  education 
facilities.  The  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Goth- 
ard  of  the  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work  is  chairman  of 
the  division’s  consultation  commit¬ 
tee  on  church  school  buildings  and 
equipment. 

The  local  pastor  wanting  help 
may  contact  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  his  conference  board  of  ed¬ 
ucation.  or  write  to  Mr.  Gothard  at 
P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see.  If  several  churches  desire  field 
service,  and  if  the  schedule  is  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  executive  secretary 
the  General  Board  of  Education 
will  pay  Mir.  Gothard’s  travel  ex¬ 
penses  to  the  first  place  of  service 
and  from  that  last.  When  an  in¬ 
dividual  church  requests  field  serv¬ 
ice,  all  expenses  (including  travel 
from  and  returning  to  Nashville) 
are  paid  by  the  church  visited. 

Through  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Architecture  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  the  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work  co-operates 
with  the  Church  Extension  Office 
in  Philadelphia  regarding  the  build¬ 
ing  of  churches  and  parsonages. 

A  tour  of  “a  deteriorating  neigh¬ 
borhood”  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
was  made  recently  by  a  group  of 
women  representing  churches  in 
Eastern  Massachusetts.  Sponsored  by 
the  department  of  United  Church 
Women  of  the  Massachusetts  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  the  tour  was  plan¬ 
ned  as  a  study  of  living  conditions 
and  problems  of  alcoholism,  delin¬ 
quency  and  housing  in  Boston’s 
South  End,  formerly  a  fashionable 
residential  area.  The  latest  census, 
the  group  was  told,  shows  that  of 
some  52,000  living  there  now,  about 
one-fifth  are  foreign  born.  In  a 
briefing  session  at  the  Federation  of 
South  End  Settlement  Houses,  where 
he  is  director  of  community  organ- 
iaztion,  Charles  Fraggos  declared 
that  one  of  the  major  concerns  of 
workers  in  the  area  is  to  counteract 
“the  negative  image  and  prejudice” 
which  outsiders  have  toward  the 
South  End. 
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Week  of  Prayer 
Obseved 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Arcadia,  La., 
Methodist  Church  observed  the 
Week  of  Prayer  and  Self  Denial 
with  a  Family  night  covered  dish 
supper  to  which  the  entire  church 
was  invited. 

The  program  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Tommy  Hightower,  secretary 
of  spiritual  life. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Taylor,  president,  wel¬ 
comed  everyone  present. 


“The  Secret  of  His  Presence”  was 
the  theme  of  the  Quiet  Day  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  at  Sardis  Church 
beginning  at  10:00  a.m.,  Friday,  Oc¬ 
tober  30,  with  Mrs.  Clifford  Shel- 
nut,  spiritual  life  secreatry,  in 
charge.  The  morning  service  was 
characterized  by  quiet  meditation, 
hymns  and  prayer. 

At  noon  members  of  the  group 
shared  a  sacrificial  meal,  or  fasted, 
as  each  individual  was  led,  while 
listening  to  records  of  grand  old 
hymns  played  softly.  Devotional 
material  was  also  read  during  this 
time. 

The  afternoon  program  followed 
the  theme  “O  Send  Us  Forth.  .  . 
to  Make  All  Lands  Thine  Own,” 
with  meditation,  prayer,  hymns, 
and  talks  on  “The  Foreign  Field; 
Africa”  and  “The  Home  Field: 
Town  and  Country  Work.” 

At  the  close  intercessory  prayer 
was  made  for  the  Prayer  Requests, 
and  Communion  was  administered 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  L.  Rig- 
gin.  The  offering  was  placed  upon 
the  altar. 


WOMEN 

IN  THE  CHURCH 

The  150-year-old  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  with  offices  in  Boston,  Mass. 
—  oldest  foreign  mission  board  in 
the  U.S.A.  —  has  named  a  woman 
as  its  fourteenth  president.  She  is 
Dr.  Mildred’  McAfee  Horton,  and 
becomes  the  first  woman  president 
in  the  Board’s  history.  Mrs.  Horton 
is  the  daughter  and  the  wife  of  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  clergymen;  her 
husband  is  Dr.  Douglas  Horton, 
former  dean  of  Harvard  Divinity 
School.  Mrs.  Horton  is  a  graduate 
of  Vassar  College,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  Wesslesley  College,  and  was 
director  of  the  WAVES  in  World 
War  II.  The  American  Board,  which 
Mrs.  Horton  now  heads,  has  350 
missionaries  in  15  countries  work¬ 
ing  with  12,000  nationals  in  nearly 
1,000  schools  and  colleges,  80  hos¬ 
pitals  and  dispensaries,  2,000 
churches  and  24  social  service  agen¬ 
cies.  Since  1812,  when  two  young 
New  England  brides  sailed  with 
their  husbands  on  the  brigantine 
Caravan  out  of  Salem  harbor,  Mass., 
for  Calcutta,  India,  women  have 
clayed  a  distinguished  role  in  the 
history  of  American  Board  achieve¬ 
ment.  Today  222  of  its  350  mission¬ 
aries  are  women. 

The  World  Federation  of  Metho- 
than  eight  million  members  in  42 
dist  Women,  which  numbers  more 
countries,  will  hold  its  Second  As¬ 
sembly  August  14  to  18,  1861,  in 
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Officers  of  New  Society  at  El  Dorado 


Representing  one  of  the  most  recently  organized 
churches  in  the  state  are  the  officers  for  the  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  El 
Dorado,  whose  building  is  expected  to  get  under  con¬ 
struction  next  spring  on  a  five  acre  plot  on  N.  College 
Street.  The  Rev.  Ben  Russell  is  pastor  for  the  church, 
whose  charter  membership  roll  contains  approximately 
165  names.  Officers  for  the  45-member  Woman's  So¬ 


ciety  are,  back  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Ben  Russell, 
spiritual  life;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Pennell,  local  church  activities; 
Mrs.  Cliff  Wright,  president;  Mrs.  Harry  Wadsworth, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Ray  McWilliams,  promotion;  and 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Sanderson,  missionary  education.  Front  row, 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Ballard,  youth;  Mrs.  Carl  Rawls,  secretary; 
and  Mrs.  James  Ross,  status  of  women. 


Oslo,  Norway.  This  announcement 
was  made  by  Mrs.  Paul  Arrington, 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  vice-president  of 
the  Federation.  She  also  reported 
that  two  new  national  units  of 
Methodist  women,  Ceylon  and  Hong 
Kong,  have  applied  for  member¬ 
ship. 


Randolph-Macon  Woman’s  Col¬ 
lege,  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  a  col¬ 
lege  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has 
received  the  largest  single  scholar¬ 
ship  grant  in  its  history  —  a  $100,- 
000  gift  from  the  Irene  Heinz  Given 
and  John  LaPorte  Given  Founda¬ 
tion  of  New  York  City.  A  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Foundation  said  the 
school  was  selected  “because  of  its 
outstanding  position  among  wom¬ 
en’s  colleges.”  President  William  F. 
Quillian,  Jr.,  of  Randolph-Macon. 
says  the  Given  fund  will  be  used  to 
provide  scholarship  grants  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  entering  classes. 


The  Methodist  Church  in  Czech¬ 
oslovakia,  which  grew  out  of  Amer¬ 
ican  missions  to  that  land  and  now 
has  a. reported  membership  of  6,600. 
has  voted  to  grant  women  “equality 
in  all  functions  of  the  ministry.” 


Strong  support  for  family  plan¬ 
ning  as  part  of  the  answer  to  the 
world-wide  “population  explosion” 
is  given  in  the  report  of  a  special 
“Christian  study  group.”  issued  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
New  York  and  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land.  Accepting  the  thesis  that  the 
limitation  or  spacing  of  children  is 
“morally  valid,”  the  church  group 
held  that  “there  appears  to  be  no 
moral  distinction  between  the  means 
now  known  or  practiced,  by  the  use 
whether  of  estimated  periods  of  in¬ 
fertility  or  of  artificial  barriers  to 
the  meeting  of  the  sperm  and  ovum 
—  or  indeed  of  drugs  which  would, 
if  made  effective  and  safe,  inhibit 
or  control  ovation  in  a  calculable 


A  study  of  “The  Role  of  the 
United  Nations  in  World  Affairs” 
was  held  October  22nd,  23rd,  26th, 
and  27th  at  the  E.S.M.  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Verdel,  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Education. 

Publicity  for  the  study  was  de¬ 
veloped  through  the  use  of  posters 
of  drawings  of  pictures  found  in  “A 
Christian’s  Primer  of  Technical  As¬ 
sistance  and  Land  Reform.”  Thought 
provoking  questions  in  the  Church 
Bulletin,  and  a  write-up  in  the  local 
daily  paper. 

Worship  Centers  and  Devotionals 
each  day  were  as  follows:  1.  Post¬ 
ers  representing  confusion  and  hor¬ 
ror  of  war  with  a  single  lighted 
candle  in  front  of  it,  and  the 
planned  worship  service  found  in 
the  guide.  2.  Poster  showing  uses  of 
oil  and  water,  and  a  devotion  us¬ 
ing  scripture  references  on  oil  and 
water.  3.  A  mounted  picture  of 
Ruth,  a  lighted  candle,  and  a  de¬ 
votion  based  on  the  story  of  Ruth. 
4.  A  reproduction  of  the  picture  in 
the  U.N.  Building  “The  Foundation 
of  Freedom,  Justice,  and  Peace  in 
the  World,”  with  a  lighted  candle  in 
the  background,  mounted  flags  in 
front,  and  a  devotion  based  on  Isiah 


way.”  Noting  that  the  current  pop¬ 
ulation  explosion  which  means  an 
annual  increase  of  50,000,000  per¬ 
sons  causes  grave  “social,  political, 
economic  and  even  religious  reper¬ 
cussions,”  the  study  group  states 
that  “  its  shock  waves  buffet  count¬ 
less  human  families.”  The  study 
group  was  composed  of  21  persons 
—  men  and  women,  theologians, 
doctors,  and  specialists  on  the  fam¬ 
ily  and  on  international  relations. 


Prayers  for  the 

Assignments  included  a  display 
table  on  which  were  placed  copies 
of  the  New  York  Times,  various 
U.N.  Posters,  Pamphlets,  Maga¬ 
zines,  and  a  Scrapbook  made  in 
1945  on  the  San  Francisco  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  U.N.;  a  bulletin  board 
kept  during  the  study  of  items  of 
interest  found  in  the  daily  papers, 
and  some  of  which  were  read  each 
day.  The  skit  “Here  Be  Dragons.” 
taken  from  the  October,  1959  Meth¬ 
odist  Woman,  was  presented. 

“Don’t  Be  Fooled”  was  presented 
by  two  women. 

Report  was  given  on  the  kinds  of 
cultural  exchange  between  our 
waj's  we  can  help  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  were  listed  by  a  committee. 

A  UNICEF  Trick  or  Treat  party 
was  held  on  Saturday  night,  Oc¬ 
tober  24,  in  which  60  children  and 
youth  and  18  adults  participated, 
a  total  of  $113.69  was  collected. 

Results  of  the  Study  were:  1. 
Continue  to  sponsor  Trick  or  Treat 
Party  for  UNICEF.  2.  Continue  in¬ 
terest  in  the  U.N.  by  keeping  a  bul¬ 
letin  board  in  the  fellowship  hall  on 
“What’s  happening  on  the  United 
Nations.”  3.  Make  a  permanent 
scrapbook  of  the  clippings  kept  dur¬ 
ing  the  study,  to  be  used  as  Church 
Library  reference  material.  4.  Ask 
persons  who  visit  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  to  share  their  experiences  with 
the  W.S.C.S.  5.  Ask  the  W.S.C.S. 
to  subscribe  to  the  Sunday  Issue  of 
the  New  York  Times  for  one  year. 

A  total  of  25  persons  attended  the 
session  which  was  given  for  Juris¬ 
dictional  Credit  Robert  B.  Crich- 
low  is  pastor  of  the  E.S.M.  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 
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Bogalusa  Studies  United  Nations 

2:4,  and  “Three 
U.N.” 


The  following  article,  third  of  the  series,  is  chapter  IV  of  "Total  En¬ 
listment."  a  recent  publication  of  Methodist  Evangelistic  Materials  and  is 
used  here  by  special  permission  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  article  is  here  published  to  further  Methodism's  Total  Enlistment  pro¬ 
gram  during  1959  and  1960. 

Total  Enlistment 

For  Christian  Vocation 

By  Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voigt 

Resident  Bishop,  Dakotas  Area 


THE  word  “vocation”  once  had  deep  mean¬ 
ing.  It  was  giltedged.  Like  so  much  of 
Twentieth  Century  currency,  it  has  be¬ 
come  debased.  In  our  speech,  vocation  is 
the  equivalent  of  occupation.  It  is  the  job,  the 
work,  the  profession  a  man  chooses,  or  falls  in¬ 
to.  It  is  thought  of  as  the  skills  he  acquires  in 
order  to  get  on  in  the  world.  His  own  self-inter¬ 
est  is  the  ruling  reason  for  his  choice. 

That  is  not  what  vocation  meant  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  nor  in  the  best  of  the  Christian  experience, 
nor  in  our  Methodist  tradition.  Vocation  was 
the  daily  task  or  duty  that  a  man  felt  called  to 
do.  A  man’s  calling  was  a  solemn  thing. 

In  the  Old  Testament  the  Israelites  thought 
of  themselves  as  “a  peculiar  people  unto  the 
Lord.”  They  were  a  people  chosen  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  mission.  Note  the  phrase,  “the  chosen  peo¬ 
ple.”  Here  we  have  the  implication  that  God 
took  the  initiative— “Ye  did  not  chose  men,  but 
I  chose  you”  (cf.  Duet.  7:66ff.).  As  the  chosen 
people  of  the  Lord,  the  Israelites  had  a  special 
task  to  perform.  That  was  what  they  were 
called  for.  That  was  their  vocation.  Therefore, 
everything  they  did  was  done  with  the  idea  of 
furthering  that  objective.  We  now  may  recoil 
from  the  expression,  “He  teacheth  my  hands  to 
war”  (II  Samuel  22: :35),  but  for  them  wars 
were  not  the  pastime  of  kings.”  They  faced 
the  serious  business  of  finding  “living  room;” 
and,  right  or  wrong,  they  considered  such  ac¬ 
tivity  as  part  of  the  divine  plan,  and  when  cir¬ 
cumstances  demanded  it  they  felt  “Called”  to 
such  work. 

More  understandable  to  us  is  the  fact  that 
they  believed  that  every  daily  task  was  sanc¬ 
tified  as  part  of  their  mission.  Their  laws  and 
customs,  the  organization  of  their  tribes  and  so¬ 
ciety,  the  care  with  which  they  ordered  their 
worship,  the  bringing  of  the  first  fruits  and 
the  tithes  and  thank  offerings  —  all  these  were 
designated  for  one  end  only.  That  was  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  mission  as  the  chosen  people.  As  it  is 
put  in  Isaiah:  ‘“I  the  Lord  —  give  thee  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people,  for  a  light  for  the  Gen¬ 
tiles”  (Isa.  42:6),  and  to  show  that  “T  am  the 
Lord,  and  there  is  none  else.”  (Isa.  45:6). 

Obviously  they  did  not  at  all  times  live 
up  to  these  standards.  Nevertheless,  that  was 
the  ideal  of  vocation  and  calling  which  the  great 
prophets  and  the  religious  leaders  of  the  temple 
kept  thundering  at  them.  On  the  whole,  the 
seriousness  with  which  they  took  their  moral 
and  religious  customs  (which  we  speak  of  as  the 
Law),  shows  how  deeply  implanted  was  the  de¬ 
sire  to  be  “a  holy  people  unto  the  Lord.” 

Jesus'  Sense  of  Mission 

That  same  sense  of  calling  passed  into  the 
New  Testament.  When  Jesus  stepped  out  of 
the  Jordan  the  heavens  opened,  the  Spirit  de¬ 
scended,  and  a  voice  said,  “Thou  are  my  beloved 
Son,  with  thee  I  am  well  pleased.”  Jesus  did 
not  first  say,  “Thou  are  my  Father;”  God  first 
said,  “Thou  art  my  Son”  (Mark  1:11  R.S.V.). 
The  record  makes  it  abundantly  clear  that  Jesus 
did  not  choose  His  vocation  as  something  nice 
to  do;  He  was  called  into  it.  Jesus  likewise 
“called”  the  Disciples,  and  on  the  Damacus  road 
He  also  “called”  Saul  of  Tarsus.  In  the  New 
Testament  there  is  evidence  that  the  first  Chris¬ 
tians  were  under  a  “call.” 

The  New  Testament  hammers  down  the 
fact  that  a  man’s  work  was  the  work  of  God. 
God  Himself  was  a  worker.  At  this  point  Jesus 
started,  as  He  said,  “My  Father  is  working  still, 
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and  I  am  working”  (John  5:17.  R.S.V.).  “If  I 
am  not  doing  the  works  of  my  Father,  then  do 
not  believe  me;  but  if  I  do  them,  even  though 
you  do  not  believe  me,  believe  the  works,  that 
you  may  know  and  understand  that  the  Father 
is  in  me,  and  I  am  in  the  Father”  (John  10:37- 
38.  R.S.V.).  ‘“Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who 
believes  in  me  will  also  do  the  works  that  I  do; 
and  greater  works  than  these  will  he  do,  because 
I  go  to  the  Father”  (John  14:12.  R.S.V.).  “I  glori¬ 
fied  thee  on  earth,  having  accomplished  the 
work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do”  (John  17:4 
R.S.V.).  The  only  conclusion  we  can  draw  from 
such  sayings  is  that  Jesus  regarded  God  as  a 
workman  from  the  beginning  of  time,  and  is 
still  continuing  His  work.  As  the  Son  of  God 
He  worked  alongside  •  the  Father,  and  His  vo¬ 
cation  was  to  work  even  as  His  Father  was 
working. 

St.  Paul  carries  out  the  same  viewpoint.  He 
wrote,  “Work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling,  for  God  is  at  work  in  you  both 
to  will  and  to  work  for  his  good  pleasure’’  (Phil. 
2:12,  13  R.S.V.),  To  the  Corinthians  he  wrote, 
“There  are  varieties  of  service,  but  the  same 
Lord;  and  there  are  varieties  of  working,  but 
it  is  the  same  God  who  inspires  them  all  in 
every  one”  Chap.  12:5,  6  R.S.V.).  St.  Paul  be¬ 
lieved  that  every  job  of  life  was  a  vocation 
whereby  one  fulfilled  his  service  to  the  Lord 
through  his  service  to  his  fellow  men  (cf.  Rom. 
12:6  ff).  He  wrote  to  children,  wives  and  hus¬ 
bands  (Eph.  5:21  ff.,  Col.  3:18  ff.,  I  Tim.  2:3) 
admonishing  them  of  the  Christian  vocation  in 
family  life. 

Again  we  may  find  it  difficult  to  accept  the 
spirit  of  the  day  which  accepted  slavery  without 
qualm  of  conscience.  However,  St.  Paul  felt 
that  even  a  slave  should  exercise  his  Christian 
vocation  by  serving  his  master  in  honor,  thereby 
honoring  the  name  of  God.  Even  if  the  master 
happened  to  be  a  Christian  he  should  not  take 
advantage  of  the  fact,  but  should  serve  him  all 
the  better  as  was  becoming  to  those  who  be¬ 
lieved  (cf.  I  Tim.  6:1,  2,  also  Col.  4:  1  ff.,  Eph. 
6:5  ff.).  Peter  summed  it  all  up  when  he  wrote, 
“As  each  has  received  a  gift,  employ  it  for  one 
another,  as  good  stewards  of  God’s  varied  grace” 
(Peter  4:10.  R.S.V.). 

In  other  words,  the  vocation  or  calling  was 
not  something  spiritualized;  it  was  in  the  daily 
task  and  conduct.  Christian  vocation  included 
every  Christian,  and  embraced  all  of  the  life  of 
every  Christian.  Everything  he  did  was  a  sacred 
task,  and  every  task  had  a  halo  of  glory  about 
it.  People  worked,  and  they  made  profits.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  record  that  shows  that  they 
felt,  as  we  do,  a  sense  of  drudgery  about  it. 
Their  lifework  and  fellowship  together  was  all 
bathed  in  the  glory  of  their  Christian  calling. 

Every  Christian  Was  Called 

Then  the  Church  began  to  give  “vocation” 
or  “calling”  a  special  meaning.  The  Middle  Ages 
looked  upon  life  as  a  great  pyramid.  As  the 
pyramid  ascended  to  its  peak,  each  level  be¬ 
came  more  religious  and  the  true  Christian  vo¬ 
cation  occurred  only  on  the  upper  levels.  Every 
Christian  was  required  to  give  obedience  to  the 
commandments.  Some  went  on  to  perfection, 
and  undertook  the  “harder  counsels”  of  poverty, 
celibacy,  and  contemplation.  Only  these  latter 
individuals  had  “a  vocation.” 

The  Reformation  returned  to  Biblical  teach¬ 
ings  in  this  matter.  Luther,  Calvin,  and  the  rest 
coined  the  great  phrase,  “The  priesthood  of  be¬ 


lievers.”  By  it  they  meant  that  every  Christian 
was  of  equal  standing  before  God,  had  equal 
responsibilities  to  Him,  and  each  one’s  work  was 
equally  important  to  Him.  Martin  Luther  put 
it  this  way: 

“No  Christian  should  despise  his  position  in 
life  if  he  is  living  in  accordance  with  the  word 
of  God  —  that  is,  a  right  and  holy  life  cannot 
be  made  holier  if  one  fast  himself  to  death  — 
It  looks  like  a  great  thing  when  a  monk  re¬ 
nounces  everything  and  goes  into  a  cloister  .  .  . 
On  the  other  hand,  it  looks  like  a  small  thing 
when  a  maid  cooks  and  cleans  and  does  other 
housework.  But  because  God’s  command  is 
there,  even  such  small  work  must  be  praised  as 
a  service  of  God  far  surpassing  the  holiness  and 
asceticism  of  all  monks  and  nuns.”  (Luther  s 
Works.  Erlanger  Edition,  V.,  pp.  100,  102.) 

John  Wesley’s  terse  summary,  “gain  all 
you  can,  save  all  you  can,  give  all  you  can,” 
takes  this  idea  of  vocation  from  the  homey  work 
of  the  household  into  the  general  workaday 
world.  In  his  lifetime  the  world  had  moved 
into  the  Industrial  Revolution.  Wesley  adapted 
Luther’s  thesis  to  the  new  conditions.  Men 
mined  coal,  sawed  lumber,  tended  a  machine. 
It  seemed  as  though  the  personal  relationship 
had  gone  out  of  the  daily  task.  Wesley  saw 
deeper  implications.  Work  was  a  God-given 
duty  not  to  squander  it.  And  then,  one  had  the 
God-given  responsibility  to  use  it  and  give  it  in 
the  service  of  those  things  that  promoted  God’s 
will.  Thus  “work”  was  given  a  far-reaching 
importance  and  truly  became  a  vocation. 

The  Idea  Became  Debased 

As  time  marched  on,  this  meaning  of  voca¬ 
tion  or  calling  was  once  again  debased.  Zwingli 
and  Calvin  had  believed  that  all  life  should 
come  under  the  Rule  of  God.  All  functions  of  a 
city  should  be  for  the  common  good.  Thereby 
men  would  prosper  and  create  the  City  of  God, 
which  St.  Augustine  had  pictured  long  ago.  In 
Zurich  they  blocked  off  Zwingli  completely.  In 
Geneva  Calvin  had  a  good  measure  of  success 
and  got  a  surprisingly  large  degree  of  coopera¬ 
tion,  although  the  city  fathers  would  not  go  all 
the  way. 

Calvin’s  ideas  prevailed  after  him,  but  they 
were  turned  upside  down.  It  was  his  faith  that 
if  men  would  do  their  work  out  of  a  sense  of 
God’s  calling  upon  them,  they  would  create  a 
veritable  heaven  on  earth  and  have  peace  and 
prosperity.  That  is,  you  do  God’s  will,  and  you 
have  a  tranquil  city;  you  do  His  will  in  curtail- 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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ing  your  excesses  and  you  have  a 
prosperous  city.  Presently,  this 
idea  was  turned  end  for  end.  If  you 
become  prosperous  in  your  work,  it 
was  a  sign  that  God  approved  and 
you  had  done  His  will.  As  the  years 
rolled  by,  people  began  to  think 
more  of  prosperity  than  of  God’s 
will.  So  by  our  day  prosperity  (with 
or  without  God’s  approval)  is  some¬ 
thing  desirable  of  itself  alone. 

The  Puritans  brought  Calvin’s 
ideas  to  America.  They  thought  of 
God’s  grace  shown  to  us  in  Christ, 
“work”  as  a  grateful  response  to 
and  in  it  they  found  a  way  to  serve 
the  community.  But  the  process  of 
inversion,  mentioned  above,  hap¬ 
pened  in  America  too.  Poor  Richard, 
of  Benjamin  Franklin’s  Poor  Rich¬ 
ard’s  Almanac,  is  a  good  example. 
He  counseled  frugality,  saving,  de¬ 
cency,  and  all  the  other  virtues,  but 
with  no  mention  that  they  consti¬ 
tuted  a  calling  from  God.  Then 
with  a  smirk  he  intimated,  what  a 
good  boy  am  I!  That  is  what  we 
eall  the  secular  viewpoint.  A  sec¬ 
ularist  is  one  who  does  his  varied 
work  because  it  .s  prudent,  or  good 
taste,  or  socially  commendable. 
Poor  Richard  was  the  first  Ameri¬ 
can  who  was  an  articulate  secular¬ 
ist.  The  popular  expression  for 
this  viewpoint  nowadays  is  “en- 
liehten°d  self-interest.”  The  trouble 
with  this  philosophy  of  conduct  is 
that  when  the  pinch  comes  the  in¬ 
dividual  is  prone  to  forget  the  “en¬ 
lightened.”  and  his  conduct  be¬ 
comes  pure  self-interest. 

This  viewpoint,  of  course,  vio¬ 
lates  everything  in  our  Christian 
tradition  and  in  Jesus’  teaching.  We 
have  our  work  to  do.  We  can  look 
at  it  as  an  opportunity  to  advance 
the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  In 
the  latter  case  every  job  becomes 
important  in  bringing  God’s  will  to 
pass  among  men.  Probably  not  all, 
but  certainlv  most  of  our  occupa¬ 
tional  activities  can  have  such  a 
halo  of  eloi’v  about  them.  If  they 
become  drudgery,  then  we  are  eith¬ 
er  in  the  wrong  job  or  we  have  the 
wrong  attitude  toward  it.  In  most 
cases  it  is  a  question  of  attitude. 
We  see  men  in  their  shops  or  in 
their  offices,  clerks  at  their  coun¬ 
ters,  women  at  their  work,  and  we 
notice  that  some  of  them  watch  the 
clock  and  wonder  when  the  day 
will  end.  Beside  them  others  look 
up  with  surprise  that  5:00  o’clock 
is  here  already.  That  is  probably 
what  Jesus  was  referring  to  when 
he  said  two  women  will  be  grinding 
at  the  mill,  one  to  be  taken  and  the 
othpr  left.  For  one  woman  it  is 
just  so  much  turning  of  the  mill¬ 
stone.  For  the  other  one,  it  is  the 
means  of  providing  for  health  and 
life  and  for  a  long-range  outcome 
of  body  and  spirit  which  only  eter¬ 
nity  can  reveal. 

We  May  Test  Ourselves 

Bistop  Tippett,  in  the  next  chap¬ 
ter.  underscores  the  importance  of 
the  home.  This  can  never  be  over¬ 
emphasized.  If  the  home  is  secular, 
Christian  in  name  only,  where  they 
do  the  outward  acts  of  religion  only, 
then  it  will  undoubtedly  have  an 
atmosphere  in  which  the  idea  of 
Christian  vocation  or  calling  be¬ 
comes  difficult  to  realize.  There  are 
several  very  simple  standards  by 
which  a  family  can  test  itself  as  to 
where  it  stands  in  this  respect.  In 
mentioning  these  we  do  not  point 
an  accusing  finger  at  anyone,  but 
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all  of  us  need  to  apply  these  meas¬ 
urements  to  ourselves. 

Interestingly  enough,  they  are  the 
very  same  tests  that  were  applied 
to  Jesus.  They  are  the  temptations 
which  He  met  at  the  outset  of  His 
ministry.  These  same  temptations 
come  to  us,  and  the  way  we  answer 
them  marks  the  degree  in  which 
our  life’s  work  becomes  a  vocation 
or  calling. 

(a)  We  are  tempted  to  turn 
stones  to  bread.  In  modem  term¬ 
inology  that  would  seem  to  mean  to 
use  our  talents  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  physical  necessi¬ 
ties  of  life. 

(b)  We  are  tempted  to  make  our 
work  dramatic  and  sensational, 
even  as  He  was  tempted  to  leap 
from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple 
without  being  harmed.  For  us  that 
would  seem  to  mean  that  we  do  our 
work  to  impress  other  people. 

(c)  He  was  tempted  to  worship 
Satan.  So  we  are  tempted  to  wor¬ 
ship  something  else  than  God,  to 
make  a  deal,  or  work  an  angle,  and 
thus  acquire  power  or  position  and 
get  extensive  control  over  things 
and  people. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  life 
cannot  survive  without  the  physi¬ 
cal  necessities  of  life.  It  is  also 
true  that  we  need  the  good  will  of 
our  fellow  men  and  to  live  in  iso¬ 
lation  without  the  approbation  of 
family  or  friends  makes  life  vir¬ 
tually  unlivable.  We  need  to  feel 
a  sense  of  importance,  and  realize 
that  there  is  something  in  which  we 
can  demonstrate  creditable  mastery. 
All  of  these,  psychiatrists  are  tell¬ 
ing  us,  are  essential  elements  of 
life.  However,  the  temptation  is, 
and  this  is  what  makes  it  a  tempta¬ 
tion,  that  we  let  it  become  the  sole 
objective  and  the  driving  force  of 
life. 

Our  Task  Is  lo  Serve  God 

Total  enlistment  or  Christian  vo¬ 
cation,  on  the  other  hand,  means 
that  the  driving  force  of  life  is  to 
serve  God.  If  we  do  our  work  in 
order  to  render  the  right  kind  of 
service,  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire,  and  our  basic  needs  will  be 
taken  care  of.  If  we  serve  God  and 
our  fellow  men  with  the  means  He 
puts  at  our  disposal,  we  will  have 
a  standing  far  beyond  anything  we 
could  otherwise  find.  If  we  serve 
God,  we  will  discover  a  sense  of 
mastery  in  the  tasks  we  have  been 
called  to  do  that  will  give  us  all 
the  ego-satisfaction  we  need. 

Most  of  all,  if  thus  we  serve  God, 
we  will  find  ourselves  absorbed  in 
work  and  activity  in  a  way  that 
trulv  makes  it  a  vocation.  Thereby, 
we  become  one  with  all  of  the  best 
that  men  have  yearned  and  striven 
for,  and  we  become  one  with  God 
in  work  for  that  Kingdom  which 
knows  no  limits  and  has  no  end. 


Plans  for  the  tenth  “World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference”  to  be  held  Aug. 
17-25,  1961,  in  Oslo,  Norway,  have 
been  drafted  by  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  Approx¬ 
imately  1,000  accredited  delegates, 
including  some  500  Americans,  will 
be  appointed  by  the  council,  it  was 
announced  by  the  president,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Harold  Roberts  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Surrey,  England.  They  will 
represent  some  20,000,000  members 
of  40  Methodist  communions  in  76 
countries.  “New  Life  in  the  Spirit” 
is  the  general  theme  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  program  outline  drafted  by  the 
committee. 


Methodism  s  Technical  Missionaries 

By  Roy  S.  Smyres 
Division  of  World  Missions 

A  great  deal  is  being  said  publicly  these  days  about  the  need  for  tech¬ 
nical  missionaries  and  for  vocational  training  in  the  so-called  underde¬ 
veloped  countries.  The  Division  of  World  Missions  is  acutely  aware  ol 
the  needs  in  these  fields  and  of  the  widespread  popular  interest  in  this 
sort  of  mission  work. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  missions  pioneered  in  what  is  now  popularly 
known  as  the  Point  Four  program  many  decades  before  this  type  of  pro¬ 
gram  was  even  dreamed  of  by  governments.  Pioneer  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  realized  that  one  of  the  basic  outreaches  of  the  Christian  Gospel  lay 
in  service  to  human  beings  at  points  of  practical  need.  This  realization 
led  from  the  earliest  days  to  the  establishment  of  schools  which  would 
train  people  to  think  for  themselves  and  help  themselves,  of  agricultural 
programs  to  raise  the  level  of  nutrition,  of  hospitals  and  dispensaries  to 
help  to  heal  the  ills  of  humanity  and  of  industrial  and  vocational  schools 
for  practical  skills.  - — — - 


The  Division  of  World  Missions 
believes  that  the  heart  of  its  mis¬ 
sionary  task  is  the  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
building  of  His  Church.  The  pro¬ 
clamation  must  find  expression 
through  many  avenues,  no  one  of 
which  is  complete  in  itself. 

Recognizing  that  technical  mis¬ 
sions  form  one  such  avenue,  The 
Methodist  Church  has  many  excel¬ 
lent  missionaries  in  technical  fields 
and  needs  still  others.  These  mis¬ 
sionaries  carry  on  a  large  and  sig¬ 
nificant  program  of  literacy  and  lit¬ 
erature,  vocational,  industrial  and 
agricultural  training  in  Africa, 
South  America  and  many  parts  of 
Asia.  The  following  are  only  a  few 
of  the  institutions  in  which  techni¬ 
cally  trained  missionaries  of  The 
Methodist  Church  are  serving. 

Vocational  and  technical  schools: 
Taylor  Institute,  Quessua,  Angola; 
Central  Training  School,  Wembo 
Nyama,  Belgian  Congo;  Central 
Training  School,  Kambini,  Mozam¬ 
bique;  Ushagram  Educational  Col- 


“Church  Music,”  New 
Publication  of  Abingdon 

Abingdon  Press,  publisher  of  the 
12-volume  INTERPRETER’S  BIBLE 
and  one  of  the  largest  religious 
publishers  in  the  world,  has  just  be¬ 
gun  an  entirely  new  department  of 
publishing  —  CHURCH  MUSIC! 
This  department  came  into  exist¬ 
ence  as  of  January  1,  1959  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  much  felt  need  for  ma¬ 
terial  in  this  field  and  substantiated 
by  church-wide  surveys  and  ques¬ 
tionnaires. 

Under  the  direction  of  Carlton  R. 
Young,  this  new  music  department 
plans  to  publish  within  a  twelve- 
month  span  approximately  twelve 
original  anthems.  Collections  of 
music  such  as  vocal  solos,  anthems, 
and  organ  music  laso  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  near  future.  The  bulk 
of  anthem  publications  will  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  easy  vocal  lines; 
aimed  at  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
choir  with  limited  musical  resourc¬ 
es. 

Abingdon  Press  opens  this  new 
field  by  presenting  three  original 
Christmas  anthems  —  COVENTRY 
CAROL  by  George  Lynn,  CHILD 
OF  THE  SOVEREIGN  HEART  by 
Austin  C.  Lovelace,  and  HUSH,  MY 
DEAR  by  Robert  Graham.  These 
anthems  are  designed  to  fill  the 
need  for  choirs  looking  for  music 
from  easy  to  moderate  difficulty 
and  with  new  and  interesting  texts. 


ony,  Bengel,  India;  Ingraham  Train¬ 
ing  Institute,  Ghaziabad,  India; 
Lodhipur  Community  School,  Sha- 
jahanpur,  India;  El  Vergel,  Hue- 
quen„  Chile;  Training  School,  An- 
coraimes,  Bolivia. 

Rural  Centers  for  agricultural 
and  other  training:  All  of  those 
previously  listed,  plus  Springer  In¬ 
stitute,  Mulungwishi,  Belgian  Con¬ 
go;  National  Christian  Rural  Train¬ 
ing  Center,  Hino,  Japan;  Wonju  Ru¬ 
ral  Center,  Wonju,  Korea;  Metho¬ 
dist  Agricultural  and  Rural  Train¬ 
ing  Center,  Nanga  Mujong,  Sara¬ 
wak;  Allahabad  Agricultural  In¬ 
stitute,  Allahabad,  India;  Rural 
Evangelistic  Center,  Itapina,  Bra¬ 
zil;  Andes  Rural  Center,  Huancayo, 
Peru. 

These  constitute  but  a  fraction  of 
the  institutions  aimed  at  meeting 
practical  needs  of  people,  operated 
by  The  Methodist  Church  alone  or 
in  cooperation  with  other  denomi¬ 
nations.  There  are  many  schools 
and  stations  where  adult  literacy 
programs  are  conducted.  Basic  lit¬ 
eracy  for  children  is  provided  in 
hundreds  of  primary  schools  all 
over  the  world.  There  are  36  hos¬ 
pitals,  101  clinics,  dispensaries  and 
medical  centers;  63  rural  centers, 
and  29  printing  and  publishing 
agencies. 

An  appeal  is  being  made  current¬ 
ly  for  Christians  to  give  large  sums 
to  their  Boards  of  Missions  to  send 
additional  technical  missionaries, 
especially  to  the  Middle  East.  This 
is  a  commendable  appeal,  but  it 
needs  to  be  oriented  by  Methodists 
to  the  total  missionary  endeavors 
being  carried  on  by  their  church. 
Methodists  do  not  have  work  in 
what  is  technically  known  as  the 
Middle  East,  our  nearest  work  be¬ 
ing  in  Algeria  and  Tunis  in  North 
Africa  and  in  Pakistan.  It  would 
not  come  within  the  limits  of  prac¬ 
ticability  to  establish  Methodist 
mission  work  in  the  Middle  East. 

In  view  of  the  large  commitments 
already  undertaken  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  this  technical  type 
mission  work,  together  with  other 
equally  urgent  and  important  as¬ 
pects  of  its  work,  the  Division  of 
World  Missions  does  not  at  pres¬ 
ent  contemplate  entering  new  fields. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that 
those  who  have  a  special  interest  in 
the  increase  of  technical  mission¬ 
aries  will  recognize  that  not  only 
their  salary  but  also  adequate  work 
budgets  are  involved  and  that  im¬ 
portant  institutions  already  estab¬ 
lished  may  benefit  by  increased  giv¬ 
ing.  Further  information  regard¬ 
ing  these  and  other  technical  in¬ 
stitutions  not  listed  here  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  the  Advance  De¬ 
partment,  Division  of  World  Mis¬ 
sions,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York  27,  N.  Y. 
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Africa  On  The  March 


By  Alexander  J.  Reid 


We  have  long  considered  Africa  as  the  dark 
continent.  We  have  thought  of  Africa  as  the 
sleeping  continent.  News  commentators  have 
played  up  to  Americans’  love  for  animal  stories 
from  Africa  and  have  commented  largely  on 
the  snakes  and  wild  animal  life  of  that  conti¬ 
nent.  Recognizing  all  these  comments  about 
Africa,  we  do  know  that  Africa  has  been  the 
long  neglected  continent. 

But  whatever  we  may  have  thought  of  Afri¬ 
ca  in  the  past  does  not  apply  to  most  of  modern 
Africa  today,  for  revolutionary  changes  are  tak¬ 
ing  place  everywhere  across  the  great  continent, 
affecting  every  phase  of  life  in  Africa  and 
reaching  into  practically  every  geographical 
area. 

For  nearly  thirty  years  I  have  lived  in  and 
traveled  about  Africa  and  spoken  in  the  interest 
of  her  people.  I  have  gone  into  practically  all 
the  main  African  ocean  ports  from  Dakar  on 
the  northwest  Atlantic  coast  to  Capetown  in  the 
Union  of  South  Africa.  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  traveling  widely  across  Africa  by  car  and  by 
train  in  areas  almost  twice  as  large  as  the  United 
States,  through  the  Belgian  Congo,  Ruanda- 


Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Reid,  whose  American 
home  is  Wilmore,  Ky.,  has  been  a  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  to  the  Belgian  Congo  for 
almost  thirty  years.  He  is  the  Methodist 
news  correspondent  for  the  Central  Congo 
Annual  Conference. 


Urundi,  Northern  and  Southern  Rhodesia,  An¬ 
gola  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa.  I  have 
lived  countless  months  in  the  villages  in  the  in¬ 
terior  where  I  saw  only  African  faces  and  spoke 
only  African  languages.  I  have  had  the  high 
honor  and  sacred  privilege  of  being  Christ’s  am¬ 
bassador,  proclaiming  the  first  Christian  mes¬ 
sage  in  more  than  250  villages.  Out  of  these 
thirty  years  of  life  and  travel  in  Africa,  may 
I  tell  you  of  the  Great  Awakening  which  is 
taking  place  all  over  the  continent. 

Political  Awakening 

The  whole  continent  is  awakening  political¬ 
ly.  After  the  Berlin  Conference  of  the  great 
European  powers,  of  1884-85,  there  was  a  great 
scramble  for  colonial  possessions  in  Africa.  The 
continent  literally  became  the  international 
grabbing  box  as  European  powers  carved  out 
their  own  colonial  empires  and  developed  them 
according  to  their  own  theories,  policies  and  re¬ 
sources.  Though  African  resources  were  taken 
selfishly  to  bring  help  to  the  colonial  powers, 
there  can  be  no  question  but  that  colonialism 
did  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  Africa  in  stopping 
the  intertribal  warfare;  in  the  construction  of 
roads,  railroads  and  airlines,  in  checking  on  the 
prevalence  of  destructive  diseases  through  the 
establishment  of  public  health  centers  and  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  in  organizing  educational  systems. 
But  in  the  earlier  years  of  colonization,  from  all 
recorded  reports,  most  of  the  colonial  powers 
went  into  Africa  to  rule  with  force  and  to  ex¬ 
ploit  the  resources. 

Now  because  of  the  spirit  of  nationalism  and 
the  cry  for  freedom  and  self-determination  at 
any  price,  the  whole  map  of  Africa  changes 
every  year.  Every  influential  American  jour¬ 
nal  has  in  recent  months  carried  long  detailed 
reports  of  the  ‘smoudering  continent  erupting 
into  violence.”  Rioting,  the  worst  of  the  con¬ 
tinent’s  history,  has  exploded  all  over  Africa. 
These  riots  are  but  the  initial  violence  of  what 
may  become  more  dangerous  explosions  of  Afri¬ 
can  nationalism,  which  have  been  building  up 
for  years. 

This  African  fever  has  swept  through  vir¬ 
tually  every  colonial  possession  of  the  European 
powers.  East,  west,  north  and  south,  the  heart 
of  the  African  throbs  with  new  aspirations,  new 
hopes.  Ready  or  not,  and  the  frightening  thing 
is  that  often  they  are  not,  Africans  want  to  gov¬ 
ern  themselves,  and  determine  their  own  destiny 
The  spirit  of  1776  is  abroad  in  this  vast  land,  and 
new  nations  are  being  carved  out  of  the  wilder¬ 
ness  with  the  same  courage  and  determination 


that  characterized  our  pioneer  ancestors  in 
America. 

Africa  now  stands  at  the  crossroads  of  her 
destiny.  Great  decisions  must  be  made  all  over 
the  continent  as  peoples  move  forward  from 
tribal  feudalism  into  modern  times.  We  who 
live  in  Africa  recognize  that  only  Christ  and  his 
church  can  meet  the  deeper  needs  of  her  peo¬ 
ple  and  provide  intelligent  leadership  to  save 
these  emerging  nations  from  the  deceptive  forms 
of  an  atheistic  communism  and  the  power  of  an 
aggressive  Islam. 

Economic  Awakening 

Then  we  see  Africa  under  a  great  economic 
awakening  and  on  the  march  into  our  modern 
times.  We  have  generally  thought  that  Africa 
had  little  to  offer  our  modern  way  of  civiliza¬ 
tion.  But  let  us  take  a  look  at  the  long  list  of 
her  storehouse  of  wealth.  It  has  the  earth’s 
largest  resources  of  copper  and  a  large  part  of 
the  uranium;  the  world’s  gold  standard  is  de¬ 
pendent  oh  Africa’s  gold.  One-sixth  of  the  new 
world’s  lead,  one-third  of  its  chrome,  one-third 
of  its  manganese,  paractically  all  of  its  diamonds 
and  90%  of  the  world’s  radium  to  treat  our 
malignant  diseases  come  from  Africa. 

Social  Awakening 

This  political  and  economic  awakening  has 
greatly  affected  the  whole  social  structure  of 
African  life.  Africa  through  the  long  sleeping 
centuries  has  followed  what  has  been  called  the 
communal  life  system.  By  this  I  mean  that 
Africa  has  no  tradition  of  private  ownership;  all 
her  land  has  been  tribally  owned.  All  rights 
to  property  were  invested  in  the  chief  and  the 
village  elders.  But  with  the  coming  of  the 
white  man  and  the  industrialization  of  Africa, 
millions  have  moved  from  their  old  homes  to 
the  great  industrial  centers.  They  have  broken 
with  the  regulations  and  sanctions,  laws  of  their 
early  life. 

The  African  is  forced  to  make  a  transition 
in  fifty  years  which  the  European  struggled  and 
suffered  to  achieve  in  five  hundred  years.  Up¬ 
rooted  from  his  tribal  customs,  taboos  and  moral 
cades,  the  African  has  lost  the  supporting,  guid¬ 
ing  and  disciplining  environment  which  held  his 
forefathers  steady.  He  is  literally  adrift  in  this 
new  ound  freedom.  We  know  that  only  Christ 
and  his  church  has  the  answer  and  can  meet 
these  deeper  needs  as  they  face  the  crises. 
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Intellectual  Awakening 

Then  Africa  is  marching  forward  under  the 
greatest  intellectual  awakening  ever  witnessed. 
Thirty  years  ago  in  Africa  it  was  difficult  to  se¬ 
cure  boys  and  girls  to  fill  our  mission  schools. 
The  parents  were  opposed  to  their  education 
or  indifferent  towards  it.  To  secure  boys,  it  was 
necessary  to  entice  them  with  gifts  or  pants  or 
a  shirt  or  in  some  cases  salt  or  food.  To  secure 
girls  for  our  boarding  school,  it  was  necessary 
to  give  them  dresses  or  perhaps  free  them  from 
an  early  childhood  marriage. 

Now  radical  changes  are  taking  place  every¬ 
where,  as  thousands  of  youth  clamor  for  a 
Christian  education  and  three  times  the  number 
make  application  to  our  schools  than  we  are 
able  to  enroll.  Indeed  we  feel  that  in  the  Congo 
we  are  facing  the  greatest  challenge  of  our  gen- 


ration  to  educate  and  train  the  Africa  of  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  Congo  Government  believes  in  the 
Christian  policy  of  mass  education,  putting  in 
their  state  program  a  place  for  the  teaching  of 
religion  every  day.  Every  Protestant  or  Cath¬ 
olic  school  that  meets  the  state  standard  receives 
a  helpful  subsidy.  The  state  has  established 
their  own  lay  schools  in  the  larger  cities,  and 
has  thrown  open  the  doors  to  Protestant  and 
Catholic  missionaries  to  teach  religion  to  the 
students.  As  a  result  of  the  constant  encourage¬ 
ment  the  government  has  given  to  the  education 
of  Congo  youth,  in  a  colony  less  than  thirteen 
million  people,  there  are  nearly  a  million  stu¬ 
dents  enrolled  in  school. 


Spiritual  Awakening 

Then  certainly  not  secondly  but  perhaps  in 
some  ways  responsible  for  the  awakening  which 
has  come  to  Africa  along  all  the  aforementioned 
lines,  is  the  great  awakening  which  has  come  all 
over  Africa  in  a  spiritual  way.  Through  the 
long  sleeping  centuries,  Africa  was  bound  by 
its  animistic  beliefs,  which  brought  fear  and 
superstitions.  But  now  in  large  areas  of  an 
awakened  continent,  Africans  have  thrown  off 
this  dead  yoke  of  the  past  and  multitudes  are 
turning  to  Christ  as  the  answer  to  their  needs. 
Reports  have  come  from  many  areas  of  Africa 
of  great  revival  movements  where  thousands 
are  being  won  to  Christ  and  his  church. 

But  the  area  we  know  best  is  that  among 
the  Otetela  people  where  we  have  labored 
through  all  of  our  nearly  thirty  years  of  service 
in  Africa.  At  our  Lodja  station  and  through¬ 
out  our  Lodja  district,  which  we  opened  to  the 
gospel  some  twenty-three  years  ago,  they  are 
now  in  the  throes  of  the  greatest  mass  move¬ 
ment  to  Christ  and  His  church  we  have  wit¬ 
nessed  in  our  missionary  career.  This  move¬ 
ment  has  touched  all  seven  districts  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Congo  Conferences  and  brought  about  a 
50%  increase  in  membership  in  three  years.  It 
has  created  the  urge  for  a  completely  self-sup¬ 
porting  church  to  which  standard  our  whole 
conference  expects  immediately  to  attain.  It 
has  made  the  church  become  missionary-minded 
and  the  Otletela  are  reaching  out  beyond  the 
bounds  of  their  own  tribe  to  the  Asonga-Bensa 
tribe. 

Here  the  church  in  its  pioneer  stages  is  fol¬ 
lowing  the  early  brush-arbor  camp  meeting 
method.  A  village  builds  the  brush-arbor  camp 
and  people  come  from  villages  as  far  as  100 
miles,  walking  or  on  bicycle,  to  spend  a  week  to 
ten  days  in  prayer  and  a  study  of  the  Word  of 
God.  Miracles  are  taking  place  as  up  to  six 
thousand  people  come  face  to  face  with  Christ 
under  the  preaching  of  the  Word  and  the  power 
and  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  mass 
movement  in  the  villages,  fruit  of  long  years  of 
Methodist  missionary  work,,  makes  vivid  our 
opportunities  in  this  “Land  of  Decision.”  The 
doors  are  not  just  open,  they  are  off  their  hinges. 

Through  this  great  spiritual  awakening  we 
see  Africa  on  the  march  forward  along  every 
line.  Will  the  Methodist  Church  in  America  be 
willing  to  meet  the  challenge  of  emerging  Africa 
by  sending  dedicated  young  missionaries  to  help 
give  guidance  to  the  young  church  and  train 
more  leaders  to  help  in  the  emerging  crises  all 
over  Africa?  Will  we  be  willing  to  sacrifice  for 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  missions  by  taking  schol¬ 
arships  to  educate  young  Africans  for  leader¬ 
ship?  Will  we  establish  a  prayer  band  and 
pray  for  the  missionaries  and  the  African  lead¬ 
ership  in  this  time  of  opportunity  and  challenge? 
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CASTLEBERRY  —  Emma  Long 
Castleberry  was  born  March  4, 
1871,  near  Desha  in  Independence 
County,  Arkansas.  She  was  the 
youngest  daughter  of  William  Riley 
Long  and  Susan  Caroline  Scroggins 
Long.  She  attended  public  schools 
in  Independence  County  and  con¬ 
tinued  her  education  at  Ouachita 
College,  Arkadelphia.  Later  she 
taught  in  the  public  school  for  four 
years. 

On  March-  22,  1894,  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Rev.  Charles  Louis  Castle¬ 
berry.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  survive  her.  She 
spent  forty  years  with  her  husband 
in  the  ministry  of  the  White  River 
and  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ences.  Failing  health,  caused  by  a 
car  accident,  forced  Rev.  Mr.  Castle¬ 
berry  to  take  the  superannuate  re¬ 
lation  at  the  Annual  Conference  at 
Fort  Smith,  in  1932.  Following  this 
they  made  their  home  in  Jonesboro. 
On  January  30th,  1933,  Rev.  Mr.  Cas¬ 
tleberry  died  in  the  St.  Bernard’s 
Hospital,  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

After  his  death  Mrs.  Castleberry 
moved  to  Caruthersville,  Mo.,  to  be 
with  her  son,  S.  R.  Castleberry  and 
daughter,  Mrs.  George  T.  Garrett. 
She  maintained  her  home  until 
1956,  when  she  suffered  a  paralytic 
stroke  so  severe  that  she  was  never 
able  to  walk  again.  On  October  7, 
1958,  while  living  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Garrett,  Mrs.  Castleberry 
had  another  stroke  which  left  her 
completely  helpless.  She  was  taken 
to  the  Pemiscot  County  Memorial 
Hospital,  Hayti,  Missouri,  where 
she  spent  the  last  year  of  her  life. 
She  died,  October  21,  1959.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  her  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Floyd  V.  Brower,  in  the 
Eastwood  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Caruthersville,  Mo.,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  24.  She  was  buried  beside 
her  husband  in  the  Wood  Lawn 
Cemetery  in  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  where 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  A. 
N.  Storey,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Jonesboro  District. 

She  is  survived  by  five  sons:  S. 
R.  Castleberry,  Caruthersville,  Mo.; 


★  Bad  Pictures? 

★  Bad  Sound? 

or  completely  broken  down? 

Let  JUNGKIND'S  Repair  Your 
Photographic  Equipment. 


Complete  Photographic 

REPAIR  FACILITIES 

Authorized  Dealer  for  KODAK 
And  BELL  &  HOWELL  Equip¬ 
ment  and  Repairs. 

Ask  About  Our  Complete 
AUDIO-VISUAL 
EQUIPMENT  &  SUPPLIES 

Rental  Service 


f/uHy&iticl 

COMPANY 

FR  5-4*61 

206  Mam  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

NOVEMBER  12,  1*59 


Dr.  C.  C.  Castleberry,  Newport, 
Ark.;  E.  C.  Castleberry,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  W.  L.  Castleberry,  St.  Louis; 
and  M.  M.  Castleberry,  St.  Louis; 

Four  daughters:  Mrs.  Emma 
Moore,  Denver,  Colo.;  Mrs.  L.  F. 
LaFevers,  Wilson,  Ark.;  Mrs. 
Naomi  Wedell,  St.  Louis;  and  Mrs. 
George  T.  Garrett,  Caruthersville, 
Mo.;  twelve  grandchildren  and 
eighteen  great  grandchildren. 

How  Do  You 
Address  Your  Wife? 

By  Leslie  C.  Sayre 

Members  of  the  Committee  on 
Literacy  were  entertaining  me  at 
dinner  in  Seoul.  Conversation  was 
mostly  in  English,  but  when  feel¬ 
ings  were  stirred  the  sound  became 
Korean. 

There  was  one  prolonged  Korean 
spell  broken  by  Mr.  Kim  saying, 
“May  we  ask  you  a  personal  ques¬ 
tion?  Do  you  begin  letters  to  your 
wife  with  an  endearing  adjective?” 

When  I  admitted  this  was  so, 
Mrs.  Pang  emitted  a  little  whoop 
of  triumph,  and  another  Korean 
spell  was  on.  Mrs.  Pang  returned 
to  English  to  explain  the  excited 
chatter.  “I  told  them  that  Chris¬ 
tian  husbands  should  show  affec¬ 
tion  for  their  wives  even  when 
writing  them  letters.  They  say,  ‘It 
is  the  wives’  place  to  show  affec¬ 
tion.’  The  husband  may  show  re¬ 
spect,  but  he  must  maintain  his 
dignity.” 

Mr.  Kim  broke  in.  “I  am  afraid 
that  if  I  spoke  endearingly  to  my 
wife,  she  might  get  lofty  notions.” 

I  could  see  Mrs.  Pang  had  a  big 
job  on  her  hands  to  defend  her 
minority  position,  but  I  soon  found 
she  did  it  ably  as  editor  for  the 
Christian  Home  and  Family  Life 
Committee.  Aided  financially  by 
the  Committee  on  World  Literacy 
and  Christian  Literature  in  New 
York,  she  has  built  the  circulation 
from  two  to  five  thousand.  A  1959 
copy,  attractively  printed,  with 
color  on  several  pages,  carried  ar¬ 
ticles  on  familiar  subjects. 

She  showed  me  correspondence 
that  surely  was  heart-warming  for 
her.  Here  are  a  few  paragraphs: 

A  more  closely  knit  family,  mu¬ 
tual  understanding,  family  councils, 
recognition  of  the  value  of  family 
worship  are  resulting  from  the 
Christian  Family  Life  Movement  in 
Taejon. 

A  young  lady  who  won  first  prize 
in  an  essay  contest  wrote,  “In  my 
home  the  whole  family  reads  the 
Christian  Home  Magazine  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end  and  wait  for  the 
next  issue.” 

A  high  school  boy  wrote,  “I  want 
to  buy  your  magazine,  and  send  it 
to  my  home  in  the  country  because 
it  is  good  for  the  family.” 

Mrs.  Pang  sends  127  free  copies 
to  students  conducting  literacy 
classes,  and  129  to  reading  groups 
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News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  150-year-old  American  Board 
of  Commissions  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  with  offices  in  Boston,  Mass. 
— oldest  foreign  mission  board  in 
the  U.S.A. — has  named  a  woman 
as  its  fourteenth  president.  She  is 
Dr.  Mildred  McAfee  Horton,  and 
becomes  the  first  woman  president 
in  the  Board’s  history.  Mrs.  Horton 
is  the  daughter  and  the  wife  of 
Congregational  Church  clergymen; 
her  husband  is  Dr.  Douglas  Horton, 
former  dean  of  Harvard  Divinity 
School.  Mrs.  Horton  is  a  graduate 
of  Vassar  College,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  Wellesley  College,  and  was 
director  of  the  WAVES  in  World 
War  II.  The  American  Board, 
which  Mrs.  Horton  now  heads,  has 
350  missionaries  in  15  countries 
working  with  12,000  nationals  in 
nearly  1,000  schools  and  colleges, 
80  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  2,000 
churches  and  24  social  service 
agencies.  Since  1812,  when  two 
young  New  England  brides  sailed 
with  their  husbands  on  the  Brigan¬ 
tine  Caravan  out  of  Salem  Harbor, 
Mass.,  for  Calcutta,  India,  women 
have  played  a  distinguished  role  in 
the  history  of  American  Board 


in  remote  country  churches. 

Something  of  the  spirit  of  Korean 
Christians  was  displayed  recently 
by  a  special  study  committee  con¬ 
vened  to  consider  family  life  prob¬ 
lems.  Instead  of  terminating  their 
existence  with  a  wordy  report,  they 
simply  resolved  that  each  member 
would  contribute  an  article  to  the 
magazine  and  conduct  one  radio 
broadcast  on  Christian  family  life. 

As  they  are  encouraged  by  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  from  Lit-Lit  and 
proceeds  from  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer,  so  we  may  be  challenged 
by  their  creative  example. 


achievement.  Today  222  of  its  350 
missionaries  are  women. 


The  first  Japanese  missionaries 
to  South  America,  their  salaries 
paid  by  Swiss  Methodists,  are_  now 
working  in  the  Okinawan  colony 
in  Eastern  Bolivia.  They  are  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Katsumi  Yamahata. 


A  recent  court  decision  against 
permitting  the  Bible  to  be  read  in 
public  schools  is  “strongly  deplor¬ 
ed”  by  the  Greater  Philadelphia 
Council  of  Churches.  The  Council’s 
board  of  directors  and  its  commit¬ 
tee  on  religion  and  public  educa¬ 
tion,  has  adopted  a  statement  ex¬ 
pressing  the  Council’s  concern.  In 
this  case,  three  judges  of  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  declared  that  Bible 
reading  in  public  schools  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  To  this  the  Council  de¬ 
clared:  “In  1958  (we)  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  commending  the  practice  of 
reading  at  least  ten  verses  of  the 
Bible,  without  comment,  in  the 
public  schools  of  our  state.  The 
Council  of  Churches  continues  to 
hold  this  conviction.”  Such  recog¬ 
nition  of  religion  and  public  honor¬ 
ing  of  God,  says  the  Council  state¬ 
ment,  is,  in  its  opinion,  in  keeping 
with  the  first  amendment  to  the 
Constitution.  “We  believe  that  the 
individual  who  objects  to  this  ob¬ 
servance  should  not  be  compelled 
to  participate.  “However,”  it  con¬ 
tinues,  “we  are  gravely  concerned 
about  the  implications  of  this  de¬ 
cision  for  religious  undergirding  of 
governmental  activities  and  our 
public  education  in  particular.” 
The  Council  is  studying  further  ac¬ 
tion  “to  assure  the  continuance  of 
the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools.”  The  Rev.  William  D. 
Powell  is  general  secretary  of  the 
Greater  Philadelphia  Council  of 
Churches. 


October  marked  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  Silver 
Circle  of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  To  com¬ 
memorate  the  event,  a  luncheon  was  held  at  the  church 
October  23,  when  a  large  number  of  members  and  guests 
were  present.  Mrs.  Jerre  Burns  presided.  Rev.  Barry 
Bailey,  associate  pastor,  gave  the  invocation  and  wel¬ 
comed  those  present.  Mrs.  Ethel  Fowler  Woodard  had 
charge  of  the  program. 

Dr.  Jolly  Harper,  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  told  the  group  of  plans  for  a  future  home  for 
retired  people  to  be  built  in  Shreveport.  Continuing  with 
the  program,  Miss  Jessie  LeBlanc,  assistant  district  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Social  Security  Program,  spoke  on  what  the 
government  is  doing  for  older  adults.  ReY.  Beverly  Bond, 
district  director  of  Adult  Work,  gave  a  brief  account  of 
adult  work  in  the  district.  Some  time  was  given  to  the 


discussion  of  the  older  adult  camping  program,  with  Dr. 
W.  T.  Law  leading  the  discussion.  The  annual  report 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Stone  Palmer,  who  is  the  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Commission  on  Education  to  the  Silver 
Circle. 

Since  its  organization  in  1953,  the  Silver  Circle  has 
sponsored  many  interesting  projects.  They  have  had  an 
outstanding  program  in  crafts  where  they  have  excelled 
in  creative  ability.  Visitation  to  the  nursing  homes  in 
Shreveport,  where  they  have  placed  many  large-print 
testaments,  has  been  only  one  of  their  worthwhile  proj¬ 
ects.  Those  who  have  served  as  president  since  the  or¬ 
ganization  include:  Mrs.  Ethel  Fowler  Woodard,  Mr. 
Frank  Seeger,  Mr.  C.  F.  Newman,  and  Mrs.  Jerre  Burns. 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


The  Farmerville  Methodist  Church  held  opening-day  services  in  its  new 
sanctuary  Sunday,  November  1.  Services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Luman  E. 
Douglas,  superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District,  and  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles, 
pastor  of  the  local  church. 

The  sanctuary,  which  is  valued  at  $60,000,  is  of  exposed  beam  con¬ 
struction  with  a  divided  chancel.  In  addition  to  its  worship  facilities,  it 
has  a  church  office,  pastor's  study,  and  two  church  school  classrooms. 

In  1950,  while  Rev.  Beverly  Bond  was  pastor  of  the  church,  a  move  was 
begun  to  demolish  the  then-existing  frame  church  and  construct  a  new 
plant.  Plans  for  the  new  church  were  formulated  in  1953  during  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Rev.  Oakley  Lee.  An  educational  unit  valued  at  $60,000  was  con¬ 
structed  during  the  pastorates  of  Rev.  Minns  Robertson  and  Rev.  Bill  Sir- 
man,  being  completed  in  1954.  A  year  later  a  three-bedroom  brick  parson¬ 
age  valued  at  $18,000  was  built. 


Jim  Dorman,  president  of  the  Methodist  Mens  Club  at  the  Gretna 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  is  pictured  at  left  discussing  plans  for  the 
Father  and  Son  night  November  4  which  was  held  at  the  church.  With  him 
is  Rev.  Charles  W.  Walker,  pastor  of  the  church,  recently  transferred  to  this 
conference  from  New  Mexico. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Morris,  vice-president  of  Tulane  University,  addressed  the 
men  and  boys  on  "Man  In  Space." 


Clinic  on  Mental 
Illness  To  Be  Held 
In  New  Orleans 

A  “Clinic  on  the  Minister  and 
Mental  Illness”  will  be  held  at 
Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  on 
November  19,  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
The  Clinic  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Protestant  Chaplains,  with 
Robert  Potter  as  the  Methodist 
Chaplain,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  State 
Hospitals  and  the  Director  of  Char¬ 
ity  Hospital. 

An  outstanding  program  has 
been  arranged  which  will  include 
addresses  by  Winborne  Davis,  Dept, 
of  State  Hospitals,  on  “The  Care  of 
the  Mentally  Ill  in  Louisiana”;  My¬ 
ron  C.  Madden,  former  mental  hos¬ 
pital  chaplain,  on  “When  Should 
the  Pastor  Make  a  Referral”;  also 
John  Hurt,  chaplain  of  Baton 
Rouge  General  Hospital,  an  “Illus¬ 
trated  Lecture  on  Religious  Factors 
in  Mental  Illness”;  and  Dr.  William 
C.  Super,  Director  of  Psychiatry, 


Charity  Hospital,  on  “The  Minister 
Visiting  the  Mental  Patient.” 

Those  who  wish  to  attend  this 
Clinic,  which  is  being  planned  to 
be  of  particular  benefit  to  the 
parish  pastor,  are  asked  to  inform 
the  Protestant  Chaplains’  Office  or 
telephone  at  their  earliest  conveni¬ 
ence.  Upon  receipt  of  the  decision 
to  attend  the  Clinic  a  card  will  be 
mailed  to  each  pastor  which  will 
serve  as  a  pass  to  Charity  Hospital 
and  as  a  ticket  to  the  1  p.m.  meal 
at  which  those  attending  will  be 
guests  of  the  Department  of  State 
Hospitals. 

Mail  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Protestant  Chaplains’  Office,  Char¬ 
ity  Hospital  of  Louisiana,  New  Or¬ 
leans  12,  Louisiana,  and  the  phone 
number  is  MA  2311,  Extension 
2618. 


A  new  and  advanced  idea  in  a  home  for  retired  Christians  is  being 
developed  just  north  of  Pineville  on  the  new  Monroe  Highway  No.  165. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Martin  Cultural  Foundation,  of  which  Mrs.  Roy 
O.  Martin  is  president,  this  home  will  provide  a  place  where  older  people 
may  pursue  their  regular  way  of  life  among  pleasant  and  healthful  sur¬ 
roundings  with  others  of  their  own  age  and  interests. 

Mrs.  E.  T.  (Ruth)  Cowell,  who  was  secretary  of  Pineville  First  Methodist 
Church  for  over  eight  years,  has  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  admin¬ 
istrator  of  this  non-denominational,  non-profit  project. 

The  home  is  planned  for  people  over  sixty  who  need  a  place  in  which 
they  may  continue  to  live  a  normal,  interesting  life,  but  who,  for  some  reason 
cannot  do  so  in  their  present  circumstances. 

Mrs.  Martin  stated  that  this  will  be  a  residence,  not  a  nursing  home. 
There  will  be  no  facilities,  at  present,  to  care  for  chronically  ill  persons. 
There  will  be  a  practical  nurse  on  duty.  Further  information  may  be  had  by 
writing  Mrs.  E.  T.  Cowell,  or  Mrs.  Roy  O.  Martin  at  Route  No.  2,  Box  50, 
Pineville,  Louisiana. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Nov.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month 
Nov.  16  Monroe  District  Conference 
Nov.  17  Alexandria  District  Conference 
(Trinity  Church) 

Nov.  17  Ruston  District  Conference 
(Jonesboro) 

Nov.  18  Shreveport  District  Conference 
(Broadmoor  Church) 

Nov.  19  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Nov.  19  Lafayette  District  Conference 
Nov.  20  Lake  Charles  District  Conf. 
Nov.  22  Harvest  Festival  (Town  and 
Country  Commission) 

Dec.  6  Commitment  Day  (Board  of 
Temperance) 

Dec.  20  Methodist  Home-Hospital  Sun¬ 
day 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 
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Social  Concerns  General  Boards  Endorse 
Plan  for  Unification  of  Their  Agencies 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Staff  members  of  three  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  general  boards  dealing  with  social  concerns  have  endorsed  a  plan 
for  the  unification  of  their  agencies. 

The  agencies  are:  Board  of  Temperance,  which  has  its  national  head¬ 
quarters  here;  Board  of  World  Peace  and  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  both  located  in  Chicago. 

The  proposed  merger,  now  being  studied  by  the  church’s  Coordinating 
Council,  is  expected  to  be  a  chief  item  of  business  before  the  Methodist 
General  Conference  when  it  opens  April  27  in  Denver,  Colorado. 


Churches,  Parents 
Called  Answer  To 
Juvenile  Problem 

New  York  (RNS) — Churches  and 
parents,  not  government  interfer¬ 
ence,  are  the  answer  to  the  juvenile 
delinquency  problem,  Mayor  Rob¬ 
ert  Wagner  told  a  J-D  conference 
sponsored  by  Protestant  churches 
in  New  York’s  Harlem. 

Addressing  some  300  persons  at 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  the  mayor  said  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies  can  do  very  lit¬ 
tle  to  help  children  “unless  the  par¬ 
ents  are  careful  in  the  supervision 
of  their  children  and  unless  the 
children  are  brought  into  our 
churches.” 

He  said  that  very  few  youngsters 
ever  get  into  difficulty  when  they 
come  from  good  homes  where  there 
has  been  religious  emphasis. 

Pointing  to  religious  influence  as 
a  basic  need  to  stem  teen-age  crime, 
he  urged  the  conference  participants 
to  tell  parents  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity  how  youth  can  be  helped. 

Protestants  Seek 
1865,210  to  Send 
Foods  Abroad 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Goal  of  the 
1960  “Share  Our  Surplus”  appeal 
of  Church  World  Service,  overseas 
welfare  arm  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  is  $865,210,  it  was 
announced  here. 

Dr.  R.  Norris  Wilson  of  New 
York,  CWS  executive  director,  said 
distribution  of  slightly  more  than 
$25,000,000  worth  of  U.  S.  surplus 
commodities  to  more  than  20,000,- 
000  hungry  people  in  25  distress 
areas  abroad  next  year  would  be 
made  possible  by  the  SOS  program. 

He  said  the  agency’s  sixth  annual 
financial  appeal  would  be  launch¬ 
ed  during  the  Thanksgiving  Season 
at  special  community  services  and 
elsewhere  at  observances  sponsored 
by  local  churches  and  church-relat¬ 
ed  organizations.  Other  receipts, 
he  said,  are  anticipated  through  in¬ 
dividual  contributions  and  through 
CWS’  Christian  Rural  Overseas 
Program,  a  food-collection  unit. 

“Every  dollar  contributed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  SOS  appeal,”  said  Dr. 
Wilson,  ‘pays  for  distribution  of 
300  pounds  of  food  overseas.”  He 
explained  that  transportation  of  the 
surplus  foods  is  largely  defrayed  by 
the  government  of  the  U.S.  or  that 
°f  the  recipient  peoples  and  that 
rnuch  of  the  distribution  and  neces- 
SarY  administrative  work  of  the 
Program  is  done  by  volunteers. 


Council  of  Bishops 
Holds  Semi-Annual 
Meeting,  Nov.  17-20 

Phoenix  (MI)  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Council  of  Bishops,  spir¬ 
itual  and  administrative  leaders  of 
the  nation’s  largest  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination,  is  holding  its  semi-an¬ 
nual  meeting  here  at  the  Camelback 
Inn,  November  17-20. 

About  45  bishops  from  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  roster  of  52  active  and  26  retired 
members  are  in  Phoenix.  Many  bish¬ 
ops  serving  in  overseas  posts  could 
not  attend. 

The  council  is  giving  considerable 
attention  to  plans  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  1960  General  Conference. 
This  meeting,  in  Denver,  April  27- 
May  11,  is  the  supreme  law-making 
body  for  9,815,000  Methodists  in  the 
United  States.  It  meets  once  every 
four  years. 

Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy,  leader  of 
the  church  in  Southern  California, 
Arizona  and  Hawaii,  and  president- 
designate  of  the  council,  is  host 
bishop. 

Dr.  Joseph  Kaplan,  UCLA  profes¬ 
sor  of  physics  and  chairman  of  the 
United  States  National  Committee 
on  the  International  Geophysical 
Year,  spoke  to  the  bishops  at  a  re¬ 
ception  in  their  honor  November  18. 

The  reception  was  at  7  p.m.  at 
the  Camelback  Inn  and  was  attended 
by  300  Methodist  pastors  and  other 
leaders,  including  superintendents 
of  the  seven  districts  under  Bishop 
Kennedy’s  administration. 


No  Issue  Next  Week 

Subscribers  to  this  publication 
will  not  receive  an  issue  next 
week.  This  omission  is  made 
necessary  because  of  a  calendar 
which  has  more  Thursdays  in  1959 
than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 
This  situation  adversely  affects 
the  budget  of  your  publication 
unless  an  adjustment  is  made  in 
the  publication  schedule”.  Thus, 
the  omission.  An  editorial  state¬ 
ment  on  page  4  explains  the  mat¬ 
ter  fully.  Your  cooperation  and 
understanding  will  be  appreci¬ 
ated.  The  next  issue  will  be  De¬ 
cember  3. 


Features  of  a  united  agency,  like¬ 
ly  to  be  called  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tion  Social  Concerns,  were  discussed 
here  at  a  meeting  of  the  staffs  of 
the  three  boards  involved. 

“Successful  operation  of  the  plan 
for  a  united  board  depends  on  pro¬ 
vision  for  adequate  financing  by  the 
church,”  said,  the  Rev.  Daniel  E. 
Taylor,  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  World  Peace,  who  served 
as  spokesman  for  the  staffs. 

The  discussions  here  followed  a 
series  of  meetings  of  top  executives 
of  the  three  boards  with  members 
of  the  Coordinating  Council. 

The  staff  members  said  they  fa¬ 
vored  a  plan  of  union  calling  for 
the  new  board  to  be  composed  of 
these  principal  divisions: 

1.  Temperance,  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare. 

2.  Peace  and  World  Order. 

3.  Human  and  Economic  Rela¬ 
tions. 

It  was  stressed  that  more  than  a 
score  of  major  social  interests  could 
be  delegated  within  these  divisions, 
retaining  the  present  work  of  the 
three  boards  and  opening  up  new 
phases  of  concern. 

"To  unite,  not  merge,  more  truly 
describes  our  hope,”  the  staff  mem¬ 
bers  said. 

“This  plan  would  alleviate  some 
of  the  apprehensions  regarding  the 
proposed  change  which  some  Meth¬ 
odist  fear  might  submerge  valuable 
interests  of  one  or  more  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  boards,”  they  explained. 

"The  social  problems  confronting 
the  church  call  for  a  greater  effort 
than  we  have  yet  made.  We  believe 
the  way  is  opening  to  a  truly  united 
social  action  agency.” 

It  is  understood  that  Chicago  and 
Washington  are  being  considered  as 
the  site  of  the  proposed  new  board. 

There  is  considerable  speculation 
as  to  whether  the  new  agency  would 
have  a  single  general  secretary  or 
would  be  a  “headless”  board  with 
three  general  secretaries  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  work  of  their  respective 
divisions. 

The  Coordinating  Council,  which 
has  approved  the  proposed  merger 
of  the  three  boards  in  principle,  is 
expected  to  consider  a  specific  plan 
at  its  Nov.  30-Dec.  1  meeting  in 
Chicago. 


Methodist  School 
Scored  for  Taking 
Federal  Funds 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS) — A  Southern 
Masonic  leader  and  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity  alumnus  has  criticized  the  At¬ 
lanta  institution  for  accepting  fed¬ 
eral  funds  to  promote  religious  ed¬ 
ucation  as  a  violation  of  Church- 
State  separation. 

But  officials  of  the  Methodist- 
related  school  insist  the  principle  is 
held  firmly  at  Emory. 

Judge  Luther  A.  Smith,  soverign 
grand  commander  of  the  Supreme 
Council  33rd-degree  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction,  assailed  his 
alma  mater  in  a  speech  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  it  was  learned  here. 

“The  money  involved  is  small,” 
the  jurist  declared,  “but  the  prin¬ 
ciple  at  stake  is  mammoth.” 

Judge  Smith  said  he  objected  to 
Emory  accepting  federal  funds  to 
finance  fellowships  for  graduate 
students  in  religion. 

Dr.  Water  S.  Martin,  president  of 
Emory,  said  here  the  Masonic  lead¬ 
er  had  previously  raised  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  Correspondence.  The  uni¬ 
versity  president  said  he  had  re¬ 
plied  to  the  judge  in  this  way: 

“Emory  University  applied  to  the 
U.  S.  Office  of  Education  for  59 
fellowships  to  be  awarded  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  eight  different  divisions  of 
Emory’s  graduate  school.  The  three 
fellowships  approved  were  in  the 
field  of  Old  Testament,  and  all 
have  been  accepted. 

“The  Old  Testament,  through  our 
Judaeo-Christian  heritage,  belongs 
to  the  general  area  of  the  humani¬ 
ties  as  well  as  to  religion.  Western 
civilization  and  culture  cannot  be 
understood  apart  from  it.  The  grad¬ 
uate  students  working  in  this  pro¬ 
gram  were  selected  because  they 
expressed  interest  in  college  or 
university  teaching.  They  are  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  graduate  school,  not 
in  the  School  of  Theology.  Emory 
University  holds  strongly  to  the 
principle  of  separation  of  Church 
and  State.” 


Reading  Schedule 
1959  Daily  Bible 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Nov.  26-Dec.  5  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Nov.  26  .  Psalms  103:1-22 

Nov.  27  .  Psalms  23:1-6 

Nov.  28  .  Psalms  46:1-11 

Nov.  29  .  Acts  9:1-9 

Nov.  30  .  Romans  5:1-21 

Deo.  1  .  Romans  8:1-17 

Dec.  2  .  Romans  8:18-39 

Dec.  3  Romans  12:1-21 

Dec.  4  .  I  Corinthians  13:1-13 

Dec.  5  .  Acts  9:10-31 


Study  of  Church  Suggests 

Methodism  Mostly  Serving  Upper  Middle 
Class,  Failing  To  Reach  Many  Others 


New  Orleans — Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area, 
was  presented  at  the  New  Orleans  District  Conference  with  an  unusual 
gavel  made  from  the  handle  of  an  old  organ  from  one  of  the  oldest  churches 
in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Areas. 

The  organ  handle  was  one  which  slaves  used  to  pump  the  organ 
in  the  old  Felicity  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  handle  is  said  to 
be  about  90  years  old. 

The  gavel  derives  its  uniqueness  in  that  its  head  is  shaped  like  a  bishop 
of  a  chess  set.  The  inscription  reads,  "a  Bishop  to  the  Bishop." 

The  presentation  was  made  at  the  recent  session  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  Conference  held  in  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church  October  23. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District,  made  the 
presentation.  The  gavel  head  was  turned  by  Rev.  Joel  Cooper,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Conway. 


CINCINNATI  (MI)— Statistics  reported  at  the  national  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  on  Christian  Education  indicate  that  most  members  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  in  the  upper  middle  class  and  that  the  denomination  is 
failing  largely  to  reach  “the  laboring  classes,  families  with  less  income,  and 
persons  of  lower  educational  attainment.” 

The  statistics  were  reported  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walter  G.  Muelder,  dean 
of  Boston  University  School  of  Theology,  at  the  biennial  conference  No¬ 
vember  3-8  in  Cincinnati.  Most  of  them  were  taken  from  a  study  that 
faculty  members  of  Boston  University  School  of  Theology  are  conducting 
for  the  Methodist  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations. 

The  nation  wide  study  indicates,  among  other  things,  the  following: 

1.  Methodist  families  have  a  median  family  income  of  $5,329  per  year 


whereas  the  median  for  the  nation 
for  males  aged  35  to  54  is  $4,687. 

2.  The  chances  of  a  son  or  daugh¬ 
ter  graduating  from  college  are  at 
least  three  times  as  high  as  the  na¬ 
tional  average  if  he  or  she  comes 
from  a  Methodist  family. 

3.  The  percentage  of  professional 
men  and  women  in  The  Methodist 
Church  is  more  than  three  times  as 
high  as  the  percentage  of  these  per¬ 
sons  in  the  general  population. 

4.  The  Methodist  Church  has  25 
per  cent  less  service  workers  and 
laborers  in  its  membership  than 
the  percentage  in  the  national  pop¬ 
ulation,  75  per  cent  less  private 
household  workers,  70  per  cent  less 
operatives,  and  20  per  cent  less 
craftsmen. 

Dr.  Muelder  said  that  the  study 
is  being  done  by  scientific  random 
sampling.  He  said  the  percentages 
were  figured  after  5,000  replies  to 
a  questionnaire  had  been  received 
and  that  2,000  additional  replies 
have  made  no  appreciable  changes 
in  the  percentages. 

“From  these  statistics  we  may 
conclude,”  said  Dr.  Muelder,  “that 
Methodists  may  be  too  far  ahead  of 
the  total  population  in  attainment 
characteristics  to  be  effective  in 


“I  learned  to  depend  on  Christ  as 
my  personal  Saviour  when  I  was  at 
college,”  he  said.  Coyle  attended  the 
University  of  Oklahoma. 

Oliver  said  Christianity  took  on 
more  meaning  for  him  when  his 
wife  was  hurt  in  an  auto  accident. 

Coach  Owen  told  the  Toronto 
Telegram  there  was  nothing  new 
about  ball  teams  praying  before  a 
game. 

“What’s  so  rare  about  that?”  he 
asked.  “A  great  many  clubs  pray  as 
a  group  and  a  great  many  more 
players  with  clubs  that  do  not,  pray 
individually.” 


class-oriented  approaches  to  the 
evangelism  of  the  rank-and-file.” 

“This  consequence  negd  not  con¬ 
tinue,”  he  said,  “if  we  are  willing 
to  face  our  actual  situation  and 
make  a  concerted  and  persistent  ef¬ 
fort  to  reach  the  laboring  classes, 
the  families  with  less  income,  and 
persons  of  lower  educational  attain¬ 
ment.” 

“We  cannot  win  the  cities  nor 
keep  the  countryside,”  he  said,  “if 
we  do  not  identify  ourselves  more 
fully  with  the  so-called  common 
people.” 

“Of  course,”  he  added,  “the  goal 
is  not  to  get  Methodism’s  percent¬ 
age.  The  goal  is  adequate  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  and  relatedness  for 
all.” 

Other  indications  shown  by  the 
study: 

— Nearly  six  out  of  ten  members 
of  The  Methodist  Church  are  fe¬ 
males. 

— Only  one  Methodist  in  100  is 
divorced  as  compared  with  two  per¬ 
sons  in  100  in  the  total  population. 

— The  percentage  of  Methodists 
75  years  of  age  and  over  is  40  per 
cent  higher  than  the  percentage  of 
the  total  U.S.  population  in  that 
group. 

— On  the  question  of  segregation, 
Dr.  Muelder  said  “52.3  per  cent 
stated  that  members  of  all  races 
should  have  the  same  opportunity, 
but  present  patterns  must  be 
changed  only  gradually.  A  total  of 
18.9  per  cent  said  that  all  discrimi¬ 
nation  and  enforced  segregation 
based  on  race  should  be  abolished 
forthwith,  and  22.8  per  cent  held 
that  members  of  all  races  should 
have  equal  opportunities,  but  seg¬ 
regation  is  desirable  to  preserve 
racial  purity.” 

— A  total  of  54.2  said  that  they  as 
Christians  should  totally  abstain 
from  alcoholic  beverages,  and  27.9 
per  cent  said  that  they  “may  use 
alcoholic  beverages  as  long  as  they 
do  so  temperately  and  within 
reason.” 


Tokyo  (RNS)  —  JAPAN 
PROTESTANTS  mark  Cen¬ 
tennial.  Nearly  15,000  per¬ 
sons  packed  Tokyo's  Metro¬ 
politan  Arena  for  the  major 
united  worship  service  mark¬ 
ing  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Protestant  missions  in  Ja¬ 
pan.  The  1959  centennial 
observance  was  sponsored 
and  co-ordinated  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Christian  Council  of 
Japan.  Council  moderator 
Dr.  Takeshi  Muto,  paying 
tribute  to  missionaries  for 
training  national  church 
leaders,  urged  "pressing  on 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
early  pioneers."  (RNS  photo ) 


Reports  Alcoholism 
Costly  To  Industry 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — Employe 
alcoholism  is  costing  American  in¬ 
dustry  “hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  a  year,”  a  Ya)e  University 
sociologist  reported  here. 

In  avoiding  the  issue  of  problem 
drinkers  among  employes,  industri¬ 
al  and  business  firms  are  just 
throwing  'money  “down  a  rat  hole,” 
said  Seldon  Bacon,  director  of  the 
Yale  University  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies. 

He  spoke  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Washington  Area  Council  on  Al¬ 
coholism. 

Bacon  reviewed  the  findings  of  a 
recent  study  of  alcoholism  at  a 
company  employing  10,000  persons. 

He  said  the  records  of  48  em¬ 
ployes,  all  meeting  three  tests  of 
alcoholism,  were  compared  with 
two  other  employe  groups  of  equal 
size.  The  groups  were  matched  in 
age,  race,  religion,  length  of  service 
and  job  duties. 

The  study  showed  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  drinkers:  drew  three  times  as 
much  in  sickness  benefits,  were 
absent  2%  times  as  often,  and  had 
three  times  as  many  accidents  as 
members  of  the  other  two  groups. 

An  even  heavier  loss  to  industry, 
Bacon  said,  has  not  been  measured 
— the  part  alcoholism  plays  in  the 
failure  of  young,  promising  execu¬ 
tives  who  fall  by  the  wayside  be¬ 
fore  realizing  their  potential. 


Canadian  Big  Four 
Prays  Before  Games 

Toronto  (RNS) — A  Toronto  news¬ 
paper  headlined  the  revelation  by 
two  Argonaut  football  players  that 
the  Canadian  Big  Four  team  always 
spends  a  moment  at  prayer  before 
trotting  out  on  the  grid-iron. 

The  two  players,  Bobby  Jack 
Oliver,  23,  and  Ross  Coyle,  22,  said 
the  new  coach,  Steve  Owen,  started 
the  silent  prayer  sessions  after  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  team  from  Hamp  Pool. 

Giving  testimony  before  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  2,000  persons  at  Cooke’s 
Presbyterian  church  here,  Coyle 
said  he  had  found  Christ  after  meet¬ 
ing  many  setbacks  in  his  life. 
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Believes  Bible  Not 
Read  Enough  By 
Amer.  Churchgoers 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
American  churchgoers  need  to  do 
more  Bible  reading,  a  professor  of 
religion,  declared  here. 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Sizoo  of  George 
Washington  University,  addressing 
the  annual  churchmen’s  Dinner 
sponsored  by  the  local  Laymen’s 
Committee  of  Fifty,  asserted  that 
“the  Bible  today  is  kept  in  a  sort 
of  a  spiritual  attic,  something  to  be 
consulted  only  on  a  rainy  or  dreary 
day.” 

“In  a  worship  service  which  lasts 
an  hour  and  a  quarter  on  Sunday 
morning,  we  take  three  minutes  to 
read  a  dozen  or  so  verses  as  a  sort 
of  a  liturgical  obeisance,”  he  told 
400  laymen  attending  the  dinner. 
“And  this  is  about  all  the  attention 
the  Bible  receives  during  the  week.” 

Dr.  Sizoo  said  the  Bible  should 
be  used  much  more  freauently  as  a 
reference  and  guidebook  for  daily 
living,  adding,  “I  don’t  mean  merely 
as  a  source  for  a  quotation  or  two 
to  buttress  a  point  of  argument  that 
has  no  other  visible  means  of  sup¬ 
port.” 

The  church  should  study  the  Bi¬ 
ble  anew  in  the  light  of  modern 
scientific  and  sociological  know¬ 
ledge,  Dr.  Sizoo  declared,  observing 
“Sunshine  falling  upon  a  living 
branch  causes  it  to  grow  and  blos¬ 
som,  but  falling  upon  a  dead  limb, 
only  hastens  its  decay.” 

He  appealed  to  churchmen  to 
keep  the  Bible  a  living  Book,  not 
to  treat  it  as  a  dead  storehouse  of 
knowledge  which  men  in  past  ages 
gained  about  God. 

Nobel  Prize  Winner 
Is  Quaker  Pacifist 

London  (RNS)  —  Philip  John 
Noel-Baker,  British  winner  of  the 
1959  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  is  a  Quaker 
who,  spurred  on  by  his  religious 
pacifism,  has  fought  for  world  dis¬ 
armament  and  peace  for  some  40 
years. 

A  Labor  Party  member  of  the 
British  Parliament  since  1929,  Mr. 
Noel-Baker  recently  celebrated  his 
70th  birthday.  During  World  War 
I  he  was  awarded  a  number  of  dec¬ 
orations  for  helping  to  organize  the 
Friends’  ambulance  unit  in  France, 
Beleium  and  Italy. 

“War  is  a  damnable,  filthy  thing 
and  has  destroyed  civilation  after 
civilation  —  that  is  the  essence  of 
my  beliefs,”  he  said  after  being  no¬ 
tified  of  the  Nobel  Prize.  “If  the 
opinion  of  the  people  could  only  be 
mobilized  into  an  active  movement 
I  believe  we  could  have  disarma¬ 
ment  in  a  week.  This  is  an  award 
to  a  cause  —  the  cause  of  interna¬ 
tional  disarmament.” 


Oberammergau  Play 
All  Sold  Out 

Munich,  Germany  (RNS)  —  All 
85  performances  of  the  world-fam- 
out  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  in 
I960  have  been  sold  out,  the  Ba¬ 
varian  Economics  Ministry  an¬ 
nounced. 

However,  it  said,  German  'rail¬ 
road  and  bus  companies  have  been 
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Valley  Forge,  Pa.  (RNS)— BAPTIST ’'PENTAGON' 
APPROVED.  This  is  the  architect's  sketch  of  the  new 
American  Baptist  Convention  headquarters  to  be  built 
here.  Plans  for  the  unusual  design,  which  features  a 
circular  office  structure  slightly  resembling  the  War 
Department's  Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  denomination's  General  Council  at  a  meet¬ 


ing  at  Green  Lake,  Wis.  Radiating  from  the  three-story 
unit  will  be  two  one-story  wings  housing  a  printing  plant, 
cafeteria-conference  center.  A  chapel  will  rise  from  a 
central  court  in  the  office  round.  Groundbreaking  at  the 
55-acre  site  is  set  for  next  spring,  with  occupancy  sched¬ 
uled  early  in  1962.  (RNS  photo) 


Salvation  Army- 
Conducts  ‘Operation 
Cotton  Picking 

Takes  Gospel  To  Mexican 

Laborers  In  Northeast  Ark. 

Jonesboro,  Ark.  (RNS))  —  Four 
Salvation  Army  officers,  two  of 
them  Mexicans,  toured  1,200  miles 
of  Arkansas  back  roads  in  a  pilot 
nine-day  evangelistic  effort  called 
“Operation  Cotton  Picking”  to  take 
the  Gospel  to  the  braceros  (Mexi¬ 
can  migrant  farm  laborers). 

Using  a  Salvation  Army  mobile 
canteen,  primarily  designed  for  dis¬ 
aster  work,  the  team  covered  rural 
roads  in  three  counties  around 
Jonesboro,  contacting  the  braceros 
in  the  cotton  fields  during  the  days 
and  visiting  their  bunkhouses  at 
night. 

The  Salvationists  visited  62  farms 
and  distirbuted  Spanish  language 
literature,  including  1,700  Gospels 
of  Mark,  Luke  and  John;  1,500  Gos¬ 
pel  tracts;  four  New  Testaments; 
and  500  copies  of  El  Grita  de  Guer¬ 
ra  (The  War  Cry),  Salvationist  or¬ 
gan.  More  than  100  copies  of  a 
mimeographed  songbook  especially 
prepared  for  the  project  also  were 
distributed  to  men  who  requested 
them. 

Brigadier  Harry  Ward,  Salvation¬ 
ist  divisional  commander  for  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  who  headed 
the  team,  said  the  operation  was 
successful  but  no  more  than  a  be¬ 
ginning.  “We  were  feeling  our  way 
to  a  great  extent  this  year  and  en¬ 
vision  a  much  more  effective  ef¬ 
fort  next  year,"  he  said. 

“The  spiritual  and  social  needs 
of  the  braceros  have  been  recog¬ 
nized  by  some  Church  groups,  and 
commendable  efforts  have  been 
made  in  isolated  instances  to  meet 
the  needs,  but  the  over-all  picture 
is  one  of  neglect,”  he  asserted. 

He  noted  that  living  conditions 
of  the  Mexican  migrant  workers 
who  enter  the  U.S.  in  vast  numbers 
every  year  under  auspices  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  have  “im¬ 
proved  considerably,  but  much 
room  for  improvement  still  exists.” 


Berlin  (RNS)— GERMAN  BISHOP  DEFIES  COMMUNIST  THREATS. 
Defying  Communist  threats  to  bar  him  from  East  Berlin,  Bishop  Otto 
Dibelius,  head  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  (EKID),  preaches  a 
Reformation  Day  sermon  in  St.  Mary's  church  in  the  Soviet  sector.  Al¬ 
though  informed  by  East  German  authorities  that  he  could  no  longer  preach 
in  East  Berlin,  the  bishop  drove  unhampered  past  border  guards  at  the 
Brandenburg  Gate  to  make  his  scheduled  monthly  appearance  in  the  church's 
pulpit.  The  threats  were  made  after  the  prelate  had  declared  in  a  con¬ 
troversial  booklet  that  neither  the  East  German  Republic  nor  any  other 
totalitarian  regime  constitutes  a  "supreme  authority"  to  which  Christians 
owe  allegiance  in  any  Biblical  sense.  (RNS  photo) 


given  special  allotments  of  tickets 
that  latecomers  may  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain. 

Expected  to  draw  750,000  spec¬ 
tators,  the  eight-hour  Passion  Play 
will  be  staged  from  May  to  Septem¬ 


ber  next  year.  It  was  announced 
last  September  that  Anton  Preising- 
er,  47-year-old  Bavarian  innkeeper, 
had  been  chosen  to  repeat  the  por¬ 
trayal  of  Christ  he  gave  at  the  last 
performances  ten  years  ago. 
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No  Issue  Next  Week 

THERE  will  be  no  issue  of  this  publication  next  week,  Thurs¬ 
day,  November  26.  An  examination  of  the  1959  calendar 
will  reveal  there  are  53  Thursdays  during  this  year,  one 
more  than  usual.  The  publication  schedule  and  resources  are 
planned  for  50  issues  each  year,  with  issues  near  July  4  and  Christ¬ 
mas  always  omitted.  To  publish  an  extra  issue  during  1959  (the 
51st)  would  mean  an  expenditure  of  an  extra  $800  to  $1,000,  de¬ 
pending  on  factors  which  determine  cost  of  each  issue.  Since  as 
much  available  resources  as  possible  are  put  into  every  one  of  the 
regular  issues,  there  are  not  resources  available  for  an  extra  issue. 
Your  management,  after  consultation  with  representative  leaders 
in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  concluded  that  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  publication  the  extra  issue  should  be  omitted  sometime  before 
the  first  of  next  year.  The  issue  is  being  omitted  next  week  so 
that  all  benefits  will  be  reflected  on  the  1959  books. 

This  explanation  is  offered  that  all  our  readers  may  have  a 
full  understanding  of  what  is  involved  and  will  understand  their 
not  receiving  next  week’s  issue.  The  office  will  be  opened ’through¬ 
out  the  week  with  staff  members  busily  engaged  in  preparations 
for  the  circulation  campaign. 

Sunday  School  lessons  for  Sundays,  November  29  and  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  are  published  in  this  issue  so  that  a  continuity  of  lesson  pre¬ 
sentation  will  be  preserved. 

Are  Methodists  Class  Conscious? 

IS  Methodism  becoming  a  class  church?  Methodism  has  repeat¬ 
edly  been  described  as  the  one  Protestant  denomination  whose 
approach,  policy  and  interpretation  of  the  Christian  faith  comes 
more  nearly  meeting  needs  of  people  in  all  levels  of  society  and 
income  groups.  This  description  may  no  longer  be  accurate  if  re¬ 
sults  of  a  survey  made  by  Boston  University  faculty  members  are 
correct. 

All  Methodists  should  be  interested  in  the  announced  results 
of  this  surved  as  reported  on  page  two  of  this  issue.  We  urge  our 
readers’  study  of  it. 

Many  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodists  may  feel  that  survey 
results  as  they  relate  to  what  people  constitute  Methodism’s  mem¬ 
bership  may  not  correctly  describe  membership  characteristics  in 
this  Area.  This  much  is  known:  there  have  been  developments 
and  trends  here  which  suggest  that  something  of  what  has  report¬ 
edly  happened  on  a  church-wide  level  has  its  counterpart  in  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana. 

Part  of  the  historic  genius  of  Methodism  has  been  that  God 
has  been  able  to  use  Methodists  to  reach  a  cross  section  of  society. 
We  believe  God  still  wants  to  use  Methodists.  The  question  is,  do 
Methodists  want  to  be  used  of  God  to  work  His  wonders  among 
and  for  men? 

Thanksgiving  Day  A  Religious  Observance 

THANKSGIVING  Day  is  primarily  a  religious  observance, 
present  day  practices  notwithstanding.  The  original  observ¬ 
ance  was  conceived  as  an  expression  of  gratefulness  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God  for  providential  blessihgs.  Plymouth  Rock  settlers 
recognized  their  ultimate  dependence  on  a  Power  outside  them¬ 
selves  and  were  moved  to  acknowledge  that  awareness  in  public 
witness.  Although  experience  in  many  ways  had  been  most  dif-’ 
ficult,  yet  experience  had  been  a  great  teacher,  and  for  this  the 
country’s  early  settlers  were  most  grateful.  The  first  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day  observance  was  a  religious  expression  in  that  it  was  asso¬ 
ciated  intimately  with  man’s  relation  to  God  and  God’s  relation  to 
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man.  Whatever  else  it  was  can  be  accounted  for  as  being  incidental. 

Thanksgiving  Day  1959  should  be  no  less  a  religious  observance. 
As  one  makes  plans  for  that  day,  one  should  remember  that  any 
activities  not  distinctively  religious  are  incidental  and  not  primary 
to  a  sincere  Thanksgiving  Day  experience.  The  likelihood  that 
millions  of  American  people  will  not  even  pause  to  give  Almighty 
God  thanks  for  the  very  air  they  breathe  in  a  free  country  does  not 
alter  the  true  meaning  of  the  day.  The  possibility  that  more  foot¬ 
ball  fans  will  crowd  stadiums  or  TV  sets  for  Turkey  Day  games 
than  will  worship  in  the  nation’s  churches  does  not  lessen  the  sig¬ 
nificance  that  Thanksgiving  Day  and  thanksgiving  are  funda¬ 
mentally  religious  experiences. 

A  strange  paradox  describes  man  in  every  generation:  more 
often  than  not,  those  people  who  have  the  least  material  benefits 
for  which  to  be  thankful  are  oftentimes  the  most  grateful.  By 
present  standards,  the  Pilgrim  fathers  had  far  less  for  which  to  be 
grateful  than  most  anyone  of  their  day.  Yet,  thanksgiving  was  in 
their  hearts  and  on  their  lips.  This  is  true  almost  always  when 
Thanksgiving  Day  is  thought  of  exclusively  in  terms  of  material 
blessings.  When,  however,  spiritual  blessings  are  added  to  the 
picture,  then  one  understands  why  more  people  are  not  stirred  to 
expressions  of  thanksgiving  on  Thanksgiving  Day  or  any  other 
day.  Many  people  are  simply  not  spiritually  moved  to  recognize 
God  as  their  Creator,  Benefactor,  Sustainer  and  Ultimate  Hope. 

An  attitude  of  thanksgiving  based  alone  on  person  to  person 
obligations  and  which  is  a  simple  expression  for  past  favors  ren¬ 
dered  is  good  in  itself.  Common  courtesy  and  good  taste  demands 
such  behaviour  of  everyone.  However,  even  this  attitude  can  be 
transfigured  by  an  awareness  that  underneath  and  above  and  be¬ 
yond  all  else  “Standeth  God  within  the  shadow,  Keeping  watch 
above  His  own.”  From  Him  cometh  all  good  and  truth,  and  unto 
Him  belongeth  all  praise  and  thanksgiving. 
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HALE  SHADOW,  representing  the  Gideon  So¬ 
ciety,  spoke  at  the  morning  worship  service 
of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  on  Sunday,  November  8.  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MILTON  R.  JOHNSON,  chairman  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Eunice,  spoke  at  the  morning  worship  service  of 
the  church  on  Laymen’s  Day,  Sunday,  October 
18.  Mr.  Johnson  is  Lay  Leader  of  the  church  and 
Rev.  Wilson  Watson  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  JOSEPH  A.  DIAZ,  a  pediatrician,  presented 
interesting  information  concerning  his  recent 
trip  to  Russia  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Monday  night,  November  2.  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  MARVIN  T.  GREEN,  Ruston,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Board  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  Tuesday,  November  10.  Dr.  Green  re¬ 
places  Floyd  B.  James,  who  has  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  for  fifteen  years. 

DR.  GEORGE  WALKER,  president  of  North¬ 
east  Louisiana  State  College,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  Monday  evening,  October  26.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Pomeroy  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  KENNETH  G.  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  the 
Jennings  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church,  Nov.  9  through  Nov.  15.  Rev. 
Brady  Foreman,  pastor  of  the  Downsville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  led  the  song  services.  Rev.  K.  G. 
Rorie  is  pastor  of  the  Haynesville  Church. 

DR.  ROBERT  E.  GOODRICH,  JR.,  minister  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  preached  at 
both  the  8:30  and  10:50  o’clock  services  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  8.  Dr.  Goodrich’s  father,  Dr.  R.  E.  Good¬ 
rich,  Sr.,  was  minister  of  this  church  for  seven 
years,  from  1922  to  1929.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
is  the  present  pastor  of  the  church. 

IN  ADDITION  to  H.  E.  Hoppmeyer,  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Laymen’s  Day  services  at  Mun- 
holland  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  the 
church  supplied  a  speaker,  R.  E.  Mittelstaedt, 
and  a  soloist,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Mittelstaedt,  for  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  and  J.  C.  Arthur,  Jr., 
who  spoke  at  the  new  Aurora  Methodist  Church. 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the  Mun- 
holland  Church. 

REV.  BARRY  BAILEY,  associate  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  United  Church  Women’s  ob¬ 
servance  of  World  Community  Day  on  Nov.  6. 
The  service  was  held  at  10:00  a.m.  at  the  Kings 
Highway  Christian  Church.  Material  aid  was 
layettes  and  clothing  for  tiny  tots  to  be  sent 
through  Church  World  Service  to  overseas  sta¬ 
tions  to  help  meet  the  need  of  homeless  children 
in  hospitals  and  camps. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  Founder’s  Day  Services  at  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  18.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Pearce  is  termed  as  the 
founding  minister  of  the  Broadmoor  church.  A 
reception  in  Mr.  Pearce’s  honor  was  held  after 
the  service  in  the  Activities  Hall  in  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building.  Dr.  James  T.  Harris  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


LAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  in  the  Clear 
Creek  Methodist  Church  in  a  morning  service 
conducted  by  the  Lay  Leader,  Durwood  Boutte. 
The  highlight  of  the  service  was  an  address  by 
the  Honorable  Richard  Kilbourne  of  Clinton  on 
the  apathy  of  the  nation.  Assisting  in  the  devo¬ 
tions  was  Lawrence  Williams,  superintendent 
of  the  Church  School.  Mrs.  Culpepper,  wife  of 
the  pastor,  was  at  the  piano.  Rev.  Virgil  Culpep¬ 
per  is  the  pastor. 

AT  A  GROUP  MEETING  of  preachers  and  lay¬ 
men  representing  Arcadia,  Mt.  Moriah, 
Bethel,  Downsville,  Mt.  Nebo,  Dubach,  Hilly, 
Hodge,  Jonesboro,  Quitman,  Wesley  Chapel, 
Simsboro,  Antioch,  Salem,  Vienna,  Longstraw, 
Grace  and  Trinity  Methodist  Churches  it  was 
voted  to  have  a  pageant  commemorating  the 
175th  anniversary  of  Methodism,  and  to  conduct 
the  service  Sunday  night,  December  27,  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  where  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris  is  pastor. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  evangelist  in  revival  services  conduct¬ 
ed  at  the  Luling  Methodist  Church  November 
1-6.  Rev.  William  Lowry,  pastor  of  the  Lovely 
Lane  Methodist  Church,  Natchez,  Mississippi,  was 
in  charge  of  the  song  services.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
Tom  O.  Crosby,  was  guest  evangelist  in  revival 
services  at  St.  John  Methodist  Church,  New 
Sarpy,  November  8-13.  Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  is 
pastor  of  the  St.  John  Church. 

DR.  JOSEPH  C.  MORRIS,  vice-president  of 
Tulane  University  since  1947,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Father  and  Son  dinner  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Gretna  Methodist 
Church,  Tuesday,  Nov.  3.  Dr.  Morris  used  as 
his  subject,  “Man  In  Space.”  He  is  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  Physics  at  Tu¬ 
lane.  Jim  Dorman,  president  of  the  Club,  has 
been  complimented  by  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  Gretna  for  having  obtained  top  speak¬ 
ers  for  the  Men’s  Club  dinner  meetings  during 
the  time  he  has  served  as  president.  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Walker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

UNITED  NATIONS  WEEK  was  observed  by 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
the  Greenwood  Methodist  Church  by  havipg  a 
study  entitled  “The  Role  of  the  United  Nations  in 
World  Affairs.”  This  study  was  effectively  taught 
by  Mrs.  Walter  Frank  of  Monroe.  Following  the 
study  session,  an  International  Luncheon  was 
attended  by  55  women  who  were  seated  to  a 
menu  of  Danish  baked  ham,  buttered  English 
peas,  Irish  potato  Venetian,  spiced  Indian  peach, 
French  rolls,  apple  Strudel,  Brazilian  coffee,  and 
tea  from  Ceylon.  Arrangements  were  in  charge 
of  Mrs.  John  T.  Dunn,  study  leader.  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Phillips  was  the  reporter  and  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton 
is  pastor. 

THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Rus¬ 
ton,  studying  “The  Church’s  Mission  in  Town 
and  Country”  sponsored  a  Harvest  Festival  Pro¬ 
gram  on  Sunday,  November  15.  At  the  10:50 
a.m.  hour  a  Communion  Service  was  conducted 
by  the  pastors  to  which  representatives  of  the 
surrounding  churches  were  invited.  The  entire 
congregation  was  invited  to  a  “Dinner  on  the 
Ground”  in  the  Tech  Room  at  which  the  special 
church  representatives  were  honor  guests.  The 
program  was  climaxed  in  the  afternoon  with  a 
Sunday  afternoon  “Singing.”  The  surrounding 
churches  were  invited  to  attend  and  to  send 
special  musical  numbers.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris 
is  the  pastor. 


THE  COMMISSION  ON  MEMBERSHIP  and 
EVANGELISM  of  the  Centenary  Methodist 
Church,  Franklinton,  with  Ronnie  B.  Simmons 
as  chairman,  is  sponsoring  a  Church  Attendance 
Campaign  for  October-December.  They  have  al¬ 
so  designated  November  as  “Founder’s  Month" 
and  have  invited  former  pastors  to  preach  at 
the  evening  worship  services  during  the  month 
as  follows:  Nov.  1,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sewell,  pastor  of 
the  Baker  Methodist  Church;  Nov.  8,  Rev.  Ira 
Flowers,  pastor  of  Mangum  Memorial  Church, 
Shreveport;  Nov.  15,  Organ  concert  by  leading 
organist  from  Hattiesburg,  Miss.;  Nov.  22,  Rev. 
B.  A.  Galloway,  pastor  of  the  Houma  Methodist 
Church;  Nov.  29,  Rev.  James  McLean,  pastor  of 
St.  Claude  Heights  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  son  of  a  former  pastor,  the  late  Rev. 
C.  E.  McLean.  Rev.  M.  D.  Felder  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON,  a  Shreveport  physician 
and  active  layman  in  First  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  of 
his  work  in  Methodist  Medical  Museums  in 
Africa,  Sunday  evening,  November  1,  at  the 
Vivian  Methodist  Church  where  Rev.  A.  M. 
Brown  is  pastor.  Dr.  Mason  spoke  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Minden,  on  Sunday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  8,  as  a  joint  project  of  the  Commission 
on  Missions  and  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service.  The  Lakeview  Methodist  and  First 
Christian  churches  were  invited  to  attend  and 
hear  Dr.  Mason  and  see  the  pictures  which  he 
made  in  Africa.  This  service  was  held  at  the 
American  Legion  Home.  Dr.  Mason  visited  six 
mission  hospitals  during  his  tour  and  did  surgical 
work  in  three.  At  one  time  while  he  was  in 
Africa  he  was  400  miles  away  from  a  telephone 
or  radio.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  pastor  of 
the  Minden  Church. 

W.  B.  GLOVER,  who  was  the  teacher  of  the 
Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  Winnsboro  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  has  accepted  the  position  of  Field 
Director  for  his  Alma  Mater,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport.  Mr.  Glover  resigned  as  teacher  of 
the  class  on  Sunday,  November  8,  and  will  be 
replaced  by  M.  D.  Peele  and  D.  H.  Stephenson. 
Fifty  or  more  members  of  the  class  were  present 
to  hear  the  last  lesson  by  Mr.  Glover,  whom  they 
all  loved.  Sherman  Phillips,  class  president,  com¬ 
piled  the  following  interesting  statistics  about 
the  time  expended  by  Mr.  Glover  in  the  course 
of  his  24  years  teaching  this  class.  “Allowing 
for  five  hours  preparation  time  and  one  hour 
teaching  time  for  each  of  the  estimated  forty- 
five  lessons  taught  per  year  for  twenty-four 
years,  Mr.  Glover  has  spent  5,400  hours  in  prep¬ 
aration;  1,080  hours  in  lecture  for  a  total  of 
6,480  hours.  Using  the  current  eight  hours  as  a 
basis,  he  has  dedicated  810  workdays  to  his  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class  or  2.2  years.  Needless  to  say, 
the  Men’s  Bible  Class  and  the  church  as  a  whole 
will  greatly  miss  an  inspired  teacher  and  capable 
leader  in  Mr.  Glover.”  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  QUARTER  for  the  Centenary 
Methodist  Church,  Franklinton,  consists  of: 
a  message  by  Rev.  Walton  Spitzkeit,  missionary 
on  leave  from  Korea  on  Sunday,  Sept.  20.  The 
Commission  on  Missions,  Miss  Stella  Pierce, 
chairman,  sponsored  this  service.  The  Commis¬ 
sion  also  sent  seven  seniors  to  the  Christian  Vo¬ 
cations  Clinic  October  1  and  2.  The  Commission 
on  Education,  Miss  Flora  Burris,  chairman,  ar¬ 
ranged  a  very  impressive  program  for  Promotion 
and  Rally  Day.  The  Children’s  Division  presented 
the  program.  A  Laymen’s  Day  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  under  the  direction  of  Earle  Brown,  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Elementary  School  and  church  Lay 
Leader.  The  following  laymen  participated  in 
the  service:  J.  Adolph  Pierce,  Haly  Carter,  Percy 
Mac  Frazier,  H.  P.  Magge,  and  H.  D.  Ellzey, 
director  of  the  Southeast  Louisiana  Experiment 
Farm,  brought  an  inspiring  message  on  the  gen¬ 
eral  theme,  “You  Have  Been  Called."  The  choir 
was  composed  of  twelve  men,  directed  by  Harvell 
Pierce.  Bruce  Welch  served  as  organist.  The 
Children’s  Division  of  the  Sunday  School  went 
Trick-or-Treating,  on  Oct.  29  and  collected  $50.00 
for  UNICEF.  The  church  will  be  host  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Conference,  Thursday,  No¬ 
vember  19.  The  pastor,  Rev.  M.  D.  Felder,  recent¬ 
ly  assisted  Rev.  James  Lawton  in  a  revival  at 
Springfield. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  FLOURISHING  MIND 

The  test  of  a  good  mind  is  whether  it  keeps  growing.  Consider 
the  case  of  Winston  Churchill. 

In  his  autobiography  he  tells  us  that  in  the  winter  of  1896,  when 
he  was  22,  a  strong  desire  for  learning  came  upon  him.  He  felt  that 
he  was  lacking  in  even  the  vaguest  knowledge  about  many  large 
spheres  of  thought.  So  he  resolved  to  read  history,  philosophy,  and 
economics.  He  asked  his  mother  for  books  on  these  subjects  and  for 
two  years  he  devoured  them. 

He  says:  “It  was  a  curious  education,  but  I  approached  it  with 
an  empty,  hungry  mind  and  with  fairly  strong  jaws;  what  I  got  I  bit.” 
Winston  Churchill’s  mastery  of  English  and  sweeping  grasp  of  history 
are  the  results  of  his  continuing  mental  hunger. 

The  real  test  of  an  educated  person  is  not  the  grades  he  gets  in 
college,  but  the  taste  he  gets  for  learning  which  will  keep  him  study¬ 
ing  at  forty,  fifty  and  sixty. 

When  does  a  person  pass  his  prime?  Physically,  perhaps  in  the 
50’s;  mentally,  perhaps  in  the  60’s.  But  spiritually  a  man  never  passes 
his  prime  until  he  begins  to  think  the  best  is  behind  him.  A  person 
keeps  on  growing  as  long  as  he  can  say  with  Browning’s  Rabbi  Ben 
Ezra: 

“Grow  old  along  with  me! 

The  best  is  yet  to  be. 

The  last  of  life,  for  which  the  first  was  made.” 

Like  Churchill  we  are  lured  by  the  knowledge  yet  to  be  acquired. 
This,  I  think,  is  partly  what  Jesus  had  in  mind  when  He  said,  “Blessed 
are  the  meek  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.”  The  meek  are  those 
who  are  modest  enough  to  realize  they  do  not  know  it  all  and  so 
keep  on  seeking  and  learning. 

Back  in  1886  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labor  surveyed 
the  condition  of  the  world  and  declared  that  all  the  necessary  rail¬ 
roads  and  canals  had  been  built,  a  sufficient  network  of  international 
communications  established  and  an  adequate  merchant  marine  de¬ 
veloped.  Then  he  added  that  society  should  settle  down  and  enjoy 
what  had  been  accomplished  because  the  next  50  years  would  see  no 
advance  comparable  to  that  of  the  preceding  half-century.  Yet  at 
that  very  time  when  the  Commissioner  thought  inventive  progress 
had  come  to  a  stop,  Thomas  Edison  was  39,  Henry  Ford  23,  Charles  P. 
Steinmetz  21,  Madame  Curie  19,  Robert  Millikan  18,  Orville  Wright 
15,  Marconi  12  and  Einstein  7. 

I  think  of  all  these  in  this  atomic  age  when  I  hear  men  talking 
about  the  twilight  of  civilization  and  the  inevitable  global  war  that 
would  mean  the  end  of  life  as  we  know  it.  Who  knows  what  future 
Edisons  and  Fords  may  be  growing  up  around  us? 

The  spirit  of  faith  keeps  building  even  during  days  of  danger  and 
destruction.  If  we  have  the  faith  that  was  in  our  fathers  and  supreme¬ 
ly  in  Christ,  we  not  only  obey  God  when  He  calls  us  forth  to  new 
frontiers  but  we  keep  going,  refusing  to  settle  down  in  things  that 
are  not  final. 

Those  who  believe  in  things  beyond  this  world  are  the  ones  who 
do  the  most  to  improve  the  world. 

This  is  a  point  to  remember  when  the  Communists  sneer  at 
Christianity  as  offering  “pie  in  the  sky  bye  and  bye,”  instead  of  real 
improvement  of  earthly  conditions.  Communism  boasts  that  it  will 
give  a  better  life  here  and  now  rather  than  the  hope  of  heaven  here¬ 
after.  But  the  testimony  of  history  is  that  those  who  believe  in  im¬ 
mortality  treat  men  with  more  dignity  and  care.  To  the  Communist, 
young  people  are  work  units  to  be  valued  by  what  they  produce  for 
the  state.  To  the  Christian,  young  people  are  immortal  souls  of  im¬ 
measurable  value  because  Christ  died  for  them  and  of  infinite  possi¬ 
bility  because  they  live  beyond  this  mortal  life.  That  is  why  life  is 
worth  more  along  the  Mississippi  than  along  the  Volga.  That  is  why 
living  conditions,  as  I  have  seen,  are  .infinitely  better  in  our  North 
American  cities  than  in  Leningrad  and  Moscow. 

John  Buchan,  late  Governor-General  of  Canada,  once  wrote  that 
we  speak  of  youth  as  climbing  the  hill  of  the  years;  but  when  we 
pass  middle  age  we  speak  of  descending  the  hill  of  the  years.  Then 
he  reminds  that  when  you  are  climbing  a  hill  you  have  to  turn  around 
to  get  the  long  view,  but  when  you  are  going  down  a  hill  the  long 
view  is  straight  ahead. 

Who  can  set  a  limit  to  the  human  mind?  Goethe  finished  “Faust” 
when  he  was  past  80.  John  Wesley,  when  past  the  fourscore  mark, 
was  still  preaching  up  and  down  England,  saying  with  a  smile,  “Tis 
time  to  live  if  I  grow  old.”  Herbert  Hoover  is  still  speaking  wisdom. 

And  then  there  is  the  Great  Beyond.  “Therefore  be  ye  steadfast, 
immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  knowing  that 
in  the  Lord  your  labor  is  not  in  vain.” 


"I  wouldn't  have  missed  THAT  sermon  for  any¬ 
thing  .  .  .  two  mispronounced  words,  a  dangling 
participle,  and  three  sentences  ending  with  prep¬ 
ositions!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Imaginary  Fences 

The  other  day  I  received  my  cer¬ 
tificate  denoting  that  I  had  crossed 
the  International  Date  Line.  It  was 
the  second  of  this  sort  that  I  have 
received.  A  statesman  from  Pan 
American  World  Airways  said  that 
this  global  time  boundary  is  “visible 
only  on  maps,”  but  at  the  same  time 
it  means  a  good  deal  to  the  person 
who  crosses  it.  This  is  the  place 
where  the  day  starts,  according  to 
international  agreement.  The  en¬ 
tire  twenty-four  hours  of  every  day 
are  reckoned  as  before  or  after  the 
time  at  this  line.  Greenwich  time, 
established  at  a  spot  in  England, 
sets  up  the  hours  of  the  day,  but  the 
day  itself  is  still  a  creature  of  the 
International  Date  Line.  And  yet, 
as  important  as  it  is  in  the  lives 
of  over  2  billion  people,  it  is  still  an 
imaginary  line. 

There  are  many  imaginary  fences 
in  the  world.  One  is  that  of  language. 
You  look  at  a  crowd  of  people  in 
another  country  and  they  look  a 
good  deal  like  many  of  our  own. 
They  srnile,  they  frown,  babies 
laugh,  old  men  greet  you;  they  are 
all  pretty  much  like  you  until  you 
try  to  talk  with  them.  But  even 
though  you  cannot  see  a  difference, 
the  words  of  these  people  are  totally 
different  from  those  that  you  say. 
Speaking  through  an  interpreter  is 
a  laborious  means  of  climbing  over 
this  imaginary  fence.  I  had  the  ex¬ 
perience  last  summer  of  speaking  to 
three  language  groups  at  one  meet¬ 
ing.  I  would  speak  to  some  in  Eng¬ 
lish,  one  interpreter  would  then  say 
the  sentence  in  Chinese,  and  another 
would  follow,  saying  the  same  thing 


in  Tamil,  an  Indian  dialect.  Each 
language  sounded  curious  to  those 
who  spoke  the  others.  And  yet,  as 
you  looked  over  the  crowd  there 
was  very  little  to  show  the  differ¬ 
ences  that  separated  them.  Color  of 
skin  made  some  difference  and  some 
spoke  at  least  two  languages,  but 
-there  were  still  a  number  of  “fences” 
dividing  one  from  the  other.  These 
unseen  boundaries  or  fences  often 
lead  to  misunderstandings,  some¬ 
times  even  to  war  because  people 
either  cannot  or  will  not  try  to  over¬ 
look  these  differences  in  ways  of  life 
that  others  have. 

The  first  service  at  General  Con¬ 
ferences  of  The  Methodist  Church 
is  a  service  of  Communion.  In  Min¬ 
neapolis  in  1956,  one  of  the  most  un¬ 
usual  features  of  that  service  was 
the  recitation  of  The  Lord’s  Prayer 
by  seven  of  our  Methodist  Bishops 
in  seven  different  languages.  This 
brought  very  forcibly  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  us  all  the  fact  that  Methodism 
is  a  world-wide  religion.  We  cannot 
think  in  terms  of  just  The  United 
States  when  we  consider  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  But  much  more  im¬ 
portant  to  me  was  the  realization 
that  even  though  these  unseen  bar¬ 
riers  often  keep  God’s  children  from 
communicating  with  each  other, 
there  is  no  barrier  at  all  in  His  sight. 
Our  unseen  fences  of  differences  in 
customs,  colors  of  skin,  languages, 

.  .  .  are  all  bridged  by  the  love  of 
God  if  we  will  try  to  put  it  to  work 
in  our  hearts.  After  all,  God  can 
understand  every  language,  and  He 
is  at  home  in  every  culture  .  . 
well,  that  is  if  the  culture  tries  to 
make  God  at  home  with  it.  We  are 
the  ones  who  build  fences,  not  God. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching. ”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  November  29,  1959:  CONFRONTED  BY  CHRIST 


READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  22:6-11;  26:12-19.  LESSON  TEXT: 
ACTS  9:1-9. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  There  is  salvation  in  no  one  else,  for  there  is  no 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  by  which  we  must  be  saved. 

Acts  4:12 


This  is  the  last  of  the  series  of  four  lessons 
of  Unit  II,  under  the  general  subject  “We  Must 
Decide.”  No  more  appropriate  lesson  could  come 
under  this  subject  than  the  lesson  today  in  which 
Saul  of  Tarsus  is  “Confronted  By  Christ”  and 
forced  to  make  the  greatest  decision  of  his  life. 

Some  Bible  students  estimate  that  about  a 
year  has  passed  between  the  death  of  Stephen, 
which  we  studied  two  Sundays  ago,  and  the  con¬ 
version  of  Paul  which  we  are  to  study  today. 

In  today’s  lesson  we  are  studying  two  of  the 
most  important  events  that  entered  into  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  early  Christian  church. 

(1)  First  we  have  the  fact  of  the  conversion 
of  Saul  of  Tarsus  who  became  Paul  the  Chris¬ 
tian.  Paul  was  apparently  the  leader  of  the  move¬ 
ment  to  destroy  the  Christian  movement  by  im¬ 
prisonment  and  extermination.  After  his  con¬ 
version,  we  hear  no  more  of  this  Jerusalem- 
centered  plan  of  the  Jewish  church  to  destroy 
iChristianity.  This  relief  from  such  bitter  perse¬ 
cution  meant  much  to  early  Christians. 

(2)  Not  only  did  the  conversion  of  Paul 
relieve  the  Christian  movement  of  its  most  active 
enemy  and  persecutor,  his  conversion  meant  also 
the  addition  to  the  Christian  movement  of  the 
most  active,  aggressive  Christian  leader  of  the 
day  and  the  most  powerful,  influential  Christian 
leader  which  the  Christian  church  has  had  since 
the  ascension  of  Christ. 

The  conversion  of  Paul  was  considered  so 
important  by  the  early  church  that  Luke  gives, 
in  our  lesson,  an  account  of  that  conversion  and 
also,  in  Acts  records  reports  of  Paul  himself  of 
his  conversion.  One  of  these  accounts  Paul  gave 
as  he  was  defending  his  life  in  the  face  of  an 
angry  mob  in  Jerusalem.  The  other  was  Paul’s 
account  of  his  conversion  included  in  his  speech 
to  King  Agrippa  when  Paul  was  on  trial  for  his 
life.  There  are  some  minor  differences  in  the 
details  of  these  three  reports  of  the  incident  but 
the  major  facts  reported  are  the  same. 

Who  Was  Saul  of  Tarsus? 

In  his  own  language,  Acts  22:3-5,  Paul  says 
of  himself,  “I  am  a  Jew,  born  at  Tarsus  in  Cilicia, 
but  brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet  of  Ga¬ 
maliel,  educated  according  to  the  strict  manner 
of  the  law  of  our  fathers,  being  zealous  for  God 
as  you  all  are  this  day.  I  persecuted  this  Way  to 
the  death,  binding  and  delivering  to  prison  both 
men  and  women,  as  the  high  priest  and  the 
whole  council  of  elders  bear  me  witness.” 

In  other  places  we  are  told  that  Paul  was 
of  the  Tribe  of  Benjamin.  For  some  reason,  not 
recorded,  Paul  was  born  a  free  Roman  citizen. 
He  was  a  Pharisee  and  spoke  both  the  Greek  and 
Aramiac  languages.  He  was  a  tent  maker  by 
trade.  Most  Bible  students  think  he  was  a  bach¬ 
elor.  It  is  possibly  because  of  Paul’s  break  with 
the  Jewish  church  that  we  hear  practically  noth¬ 
ing  of  his  family.  The  only  direct  reference  to 
his  family  is  found  in  Acts  23:16,  in  which  we 
are  told  that  “Paul’s  sister’s  son”  warned  him  of 
a  plot  to  kill  him. 

Why  Saul  Persecuted  The  Christian  Church 

It  was  the  bitter  hatred  and  jealousy  of  the 
Jewish  leaders  that  brought  about  the  crucifixion 
of  Jesus.  Having  gone  to  such  extremes  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  Christian  movement,  these  leaders  ex¬ 
pected  the  whole  movement  to  collapse  with  the 
death  of  Jesus. 

The  movement  did  not  collapse.  Reports  of 


the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  exciting  events  of 
the  Day  of  Pentecost,  miracles  performed  by 
Peter  and  John  and  the  insistence  of  the  apostles 
of  continuing  to  preach  in  the  Temple  created  a 
situation  even  more  dangerous  to  Temple  author¬ 
ities  than  existed  before  the  death  of  Jesus. 
These  Jewish  leaders  became  desperate  and  re¬ 
sorted  to  beatings,  imprisonment  and  finally  the 
stoning  of  Stephen  to  crush  this  new  turn  the 
Christian  movement  was  taking. 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  Saul  of  Tarsus  was 
under  the  influence  of  these  Jewish  leaders. 
He  even  became  a  part  of  the  persecuting  forces 
at  an  early  date.  Being  vigorous,  forceful,  dy¬ 
namic,  as  his  later  ministry  indicates,  Saul  soon 
found  himself  largely  in  the  leadership  of  the 
persecution  movement.  Whatever  he  did,  he  did 
with  his  whole  soul.  As  a  strict  Pharisaic  Jew, 
Saul  was  convinced  by  his  elders  that  the  Jewish 
church  was  endangered  by  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment.  With  them,  he  came  to  believe  that  any¬ 
thing  that  threatened  the  Jewish  Church  should 
be  destroyed.  In  doing  as  he  did,  Saul  thought 
he  was  doing  the  will  of  God. 

No  man  is  so  dangerous  as  a  wrong  doer  as 
one  who  does  his  wrong  in  the  name  of  religion, 
believing  or  professing  to  believe  that  God  ap¬ 
proves  his  acts.  It  was  this  false  sense  of  mission 
in  the  life  of  Saul  which  made  him  the  scourge 
of  the  early  church. 

Traveling  The  Road  To  Damascus 

The  map  shows  us  that  Damascus  was  about 
one-hundred-forty  miles  northeast  of  Jerusalem. 
This  was  a  journey  of  five  or  six  days  by  the 
means  of  transportation  of  that  day.  Damascus 
was  in  Syria,  which  was  in  no  way  a  part  of 
Palestine.  It  is  not  easy  to  understand  just  how 
Jewish  authorities  in  Jerusalem  could  give  Saul 
authority  to  enter  a  foreign  nation  and  arrest 
residents  there  and  bring  them  back  to  Jerusalem 
for  trial.  Evidently  the  large  number  of  Jewish 
synagogues  and  the  large  number  of  Jews  in 
Damascus  must  have  made  this  possible. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  Saul  did  have,  or  thought 
he  had  authority  to  arrest  all  Christians  he  could 
find  in  Damascus  and  return  them  to  Jerusalem. 
He  carried  with  him  letters  from  the  high  priest 
to  the  synagogues  of  Damascus  authorizing  him 
to  arrest  any  belonging  to  “The  Way,”  as  Chris¬ 
tians  were  referred  to. 

The  Christians  Saul  sought  to  arrest  were 
likely  people  who  had  fled  from  Jerusalem  when 
the  great  persecution  broke  out  after  the  death 
of  Stephen.  These  Saul  had  planned  to  arrest 
and  return  to  Jerusalem.  “Man  proposes,  but  God 
disposes,”  is  an  expression  which  has  come  down 
to  us  from  seven  hundred  or  more  years  ago. 
Saul  found  this  expression  to  be  true  in  his  plans 
and  purposes.  Saul  planned  to  crush  out,  step  by 
step,  this  new  Christian  movement  by  deliberate 
extermination.  God  intervened  and  Saul  the  ex¬ 
terminator  became  Paul  the  evangel,  the  most 
powerful  single  influence  in  the  world,  except 
Christ,  for  the  promotion  of  Christianity. 

Light  From  Another  World 

Luke,  the  writer  of  Acts,  very  vividly  de¬ 
scribes  the  amazing  thing  that  happened  to  Saul 
as  he  neared  the  end  of  his  journey  to  Damascus, 
with  those  who  were  accompanying  him.  Acts 
9:3-5  reads,  “And  as  he  journeyed,  he  came  near 
Damascus:  and  suddenly  there  shined  round 
about  him  a  light  from  heaven;  and  he  fell  to 


the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him, 
Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me?  And  he 
said,  Who  art  thou,  Lord?  And  the  Lord  said,  I 
am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest.” 

Saul  the  Pharisee,  believed  in  God  but  he 
did  not  believe  in  Jesus  as  Christ.  He  believed 
the  voice  he  heard  had  come  from  another  world 
and  hence  seemed  to  believe  that  God  had  spoken 
to  him.  Hence  he  asked,  “Who  art  thou,  Lord?” 
The  voice  came  back,  “I  am  Jesus  whom  thou 
persecutest.” 

No  one  can  doubt  the  sincerity  of  Paul 
whether  he  was  working  for  or  against  the 
church.  Hence  it  was  that,  being  confronted  by 
Christ,  Paul  was  convinced  that  Jesus  was 
the  Christ.  It  is  a  fact  also  that  Saul  convinced 
became  Paul  converted. 

All  conversions  do  not  have  to  be  as  spec¬ 
tacular  as  was  the  conversion  of  Paul.  Few  have 
been.  Nevertheless,  all  conversions  should  be  as 
real  as  Paul’s  conversion.  Whether  our  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  Christian  way  of  life  comes  as  quietly, 
steadily  and  surely  as  that  of  a  child  well  trained 
and  lovingly  directed,  or  whether  it  be  the  calm, 
deliberate  consecration  of  life  of  the  adult  to  the 
way  of  Christ,  or  the  revolutionary  conversion 
of  those  who  have  walked  forbidden  paths,  who 
awaken  to  the  joys  of  the  Christian  life,  the 
fact  of  our  acceptance  by  the  Lord  should  be  as 
real  to  the  one  as  to  the  other. 

Seeing  Ourselves  for  the  First  Time 

Paul’s  experience,  great  as  it  proved  to  be, 
was  not  the  first  of  such  experiences. 

(1)  Paul  saw  the  Lord,  he  saw  himself  as 
he  had  never  seen  himself  before  and  he  saw 
opportunities  for  service  as  revealed  by  the  Lord. 

(2)  Moses  saw  the  Lord  in  the  burning 
bush.  He  saw  himself  in  all  of  his  weakness  as 
he  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  He  saw, 
under  the  directing  hand  of  the  Lord,  a  field  of 
service  for  the  children  of  Israel  as  leader  and 
lawgiver  that  made  him  the  truly  great  leader 
he  became. 

(3)  Isaiah  “saw  the  Lord  sitting  upon  a 
throne,  high  and  lifted  up.”  He  saw  himself  as 
he  had  not  before  as  a  “man  of  unclean  lips” 
living  among  people  of  unclean  lips  and  he  cried 
out  “Woe  is  me!  for  I  am  undone.”  He  then  saw 
opportunities  for  service.  When  the  Lord  said, 
“Whom  shall  I  send?”  Isaiah  answered,  “Here  am 
I  send  me.”  So  it  was  with  Moses,  Isaiah  and 
Paul.  First  a  vision  of  God,  then  a  vision  of  self 
and  then  a  vision  of  service.  So  it  is  with  us 
when  we  become  true  followers  of  the  lowly 
Nazarene. 

The  Cry  of  An  Awakened  Soul 

“What  wilt  thou  have  me  do?”  is  the  first 
response  of  Paul  to  the  revelation  of  Christ. 
Paul  knew  that  there  could  be  no  neutral  ground 
in  the  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Be¬ 
lieving  Christ  was  an  imposter,  Paul  felt  that  he 
must  do  anything  possible  to  prevent  His  in¬ 
fluence  from  hurting  the  Jewish  Church.  He 
realized  also  that,  believing  the  voice  he  heard 
was  that  of  the  Christ  he  was  persecuting,  he 
could  do  nothing  else  than  to  dedicate  his  life 
to  promoting  the  cause  for  which  Christ  had 
died. 

Christ  said  to  Paul,  “Arise  and  go  .  .  .  and  it 
shall  be  told  thee  what  thou  must  do.”  There  is 
no  need  for  anyone  of  us  to  be  in  doubt  of  the 
thing  the  Lord  wants  us  to  do  if  we  will  sincerely 
open  the  doors  of  our  heart  to  God  in  prayer  for 
direction.  We  will  not  long  be  in  doubt  as  to  the 
course  God  wants  us  to  follow. 

Is  Conversion  Still  Necessary? 

A  change  of  life,  as  we  are  confronted  by 
the  risen  Christ,  is  just  as  necessary  today  as  at 
any  time  in  the  Christian  era.  We  should  re¬ 
member,  also,  that  conversion  is  an  individual, 
personal  matter.  Conversion  is  not  an  “assembly 
line”  experience  where  we  put  in  certain  mate¬ 
rials  and  find  the  product,  in  mass,  the  same. 
This  experience  is  described  differently  in  the 
New  Testament.  It  is  conversion,  new  birth,  a 
new  creature,  being  transformed,  being  made 
whole.  It  is  always  the  same,  yet  it  is  always 
different.  It  is  always  the  same  in  that  we  jnust 
make  a  full,  final,  unconditional  surrender  of 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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our  lives  to  what  we  believe  to  be 
God’s  will  for  us.  It  is  always  dif¬ 
ferent  in  that  no  one  of  us  does 
that  thing  just  like  anyone  else. 

The  Same  Road — But 
A  Different  Man 

After  Saul  had  met  Christ  and 
became  Paul  he  continued  on  the 
same  road  he  was  traveling  and 
entered  Damascus.  It  was  the  same 
road  Paul  was  traveling  before  he 
met  Christ  but  it  was  a  different 
man  that  entered  Damascus  than 
started  out  from  Jerusalem. 

The  persecutor  had  become  an 
apostle  of  Christ.  The  mad  man 
had  become  a  missionary.  The 
zealot  for  Judaism  becomes  Chris¬ 
tianity’s  number  one  leader  for  all 
time. 


THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
LESSON 

Lesson  for  December  6,  1959: 

HOW  TO  HELP  NEW 
CONVERTS 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND, 
ACTS  9:1-31.  LESSON  TEXT  ACTS 
9:10-20,  26-29. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Be  kind 
to  one  another,  tenderhearted,  for¬ 
giving  one  another  as  God  in  Christ 
forgave  you.  Ephesians  4:32.  (RSV) 

We  have  today  the  first  lesson  of 
Unit  III.  This  unit  consists  of  four 
lessons  which  are  the  last  lessons 
for  this  year.  The  general  subject 
for  this  unit  is  “God’s  Concern.” 
Today’s  lesson  has  to  do  with  God’s 
concern  for  the  new  convert,  Saul. 
The  subject  is  “How  To  Help  New 
Converts.” 

Our  lesson  text  closed  last  Sun¬ 
day  with  verse  9  of  chapter  9  of 
Acts.  Today  our  lesson  text  im¬ 
mediately  follows  the  lesson  of  last 
Sunday,  beginning  with  verse  10  of 
the  same  chapter. 

Last  Sunday’s  lesson  covered  the 
incident  of  Saul’s  conversion  ex¬ 
perience  as  he  was  on  the  way  to 
Damascus  to  persecute  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  Saul  was  surrounded 
by  a  bright,  blinding  light  from 
heaven.  He  heard  a  voice  out  of  the 
light  calling  his  name  and  asking 
why  he  was  persecuting  Him.  In 
answer  to  Saul’s  question,  “Who 
art  thou,  Lord?”  the  voice  answer¬ 
ed,  “I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  perse- 
cutest.”  Convinced  that  he  had  met 
the  risen  Christ,  Saul  asked,  “What 
wilt  thou  have  me  do?” 

Blinded  as  he  was  by  the  light, 
Saul  was  told  to  go  on  into  Damas¬ 
cus  where  he  would  be  told  what 
to  do.  Saul  was  led  to  Damascus 
and  to  the  home  of  one  named 
Judas,  a  Jew  of  Damascus.  There 
for  three  days,  in  his  blindness,  he 
would  neither  eat  or  drink. 

Behold  He  Prayeih 

In  this  pitiable  condition,  Saul 
did  what  most  people  do  when  they 
come  up  against  and  experience  so 
big  and  overwhelming  that  they 
know  they  cannot  meet  it  alone — 
he  prayed.  It  would  have  been  in¬ 
teresting  indeed  if  something  of  his 
prayers  could  have  been  recorded. 

Whatever  was  the  subject  matter 


of  his  prayers,  we  here  have  the 
arch  persecutor  of  the  Christians, 
who  had  been  “breathing  out 
threatenings  and  slaughter  against 
the  disciples  of  the  Lord”  praying 
in  his  darkness  and  disillusionment 
that  God  would  show  him  what  to 
do. 

Misguided  as  Saul  had  been  in 
his  persecution  of  the  Christians,  he 
was  at  least  sincere.  He  thought 
he  was  doing  the  will  of  God  in 
protecting  the  Jewish  church.  Now, 
in  the  midst  of  this  revolutionary 
experience  of  his  life,  he  is  still 
sincere  in  his  desire  to  do  God’s 
will  and  sincerely  prays  to  God  for 
guidance.  The  thing  happened  here 
which  always  happens  when  we 
sincerely  pray  to  God — God  heard 
his  prayers. 

God  Sends  Ananias  To  Saul 

Our  lesson  text  begins  with  the 
statement,  “There  was  a  certain 
disciple  at  Damascus  named  Ana¬ 
nias.”  In  Acts  there  are  three  per¬ 
sons  mentioned  whose  names  were 
Ananias.  There  was  the  Ananias, 
husband  of  Sapphira,  who  lied  to 
Peter  about  the  amount  of  money 
he  had  received  for  his  property. 
There  was  Ananias,  the  high  priest, 
who  ordered  officers  to  strike  Paul 
in  the  mouth,  while  he  was  on  trial 
before  the  high  priest  in  Jerusalem. 

The  Ananias  of  our  lesson  was, 
of  course,  a  different  man  than 
either  of  these.  This  Ananias  was 
quite  likely  a  Christian  Jew  in 
Damascus.  He  may  have  been  one 
of  the  great  number  of  Christians 
who  fled  from  Jerusalem  during 
the  great  persecution  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Stephen.  He  may  have 
been  high  on  Saul’s  list  for  arrest 
in  Damascus. 

The  Lord  commanded  Ananias  to 
go  into  the  street  called  Straight  in 
Damascus  and  ask  to  see  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  adding,  “F  o  r  behold  he 
prayeth.”  Ananias  appears  to  be 
quite  familiar  with  the  nature  of 
the  man  Saul  and  also  with  the 
nature  of  his  mission  in  Damascus. 

It  may  appear  somewhat  strange 
but  Ananias  seemed,  at  first,  to  be 
inclined  to  argue  the  matter  with 
the  Lord.  He  knew  that  Saul  had 
come  to  Damascus  to  arrest  all 
Christians  there.  He  knew  “how 
much  evil  he  had  done  to  .  .  .  saints 
at  Jerusalem.”  Ananias  did  not 
think  that  it  was  a  very  good  idea 
to  expose  himself  to  the  wrath  of 
such  a  man. 

The  Lord  assured  Ananias  that 
the  mission  on  which  he  was  send¬ 
ing  him  was  both  safe  and  neces¬ 
sary.  He  was  to  be  an  instrument 
in  God’s  hands  in  restoring  sight  to 
the  blinded  Saul.  Ananias  was  told 
that  Saul  was  a  chosen  vessel  of 
God  to  carry  his  message  to  “Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  kings,  and  the  children  of 
Israel.”  Ananias  was  thus  assured 
that  God  was  touching  the  life  of 
Saul  as  he  was  calling  him  to  min¬ 
ister  to  him. 

Quite  often  we  are  impressed  to 
speak  to  some  one  about  Christ.  We 
hesitate  and  give  excuses  and 
sometimes  we  are  actually  afraid 
to  approach  the  person  to  whom 
we  are  impressed  to  speak.  If  we 
are  definitely  impressed  to  speak 
to  someone  about  Christ,  we  may 
be  sure  that  the  impression  did  not 
come  from  the  devil.  He  does  not 
do  that  kind  of  work.  Such  im¬ 
pressions  come  only  from  God. 

If  the  impression  we  receive  does 
come  from  God,  we  may  be  sure 


of  another  thing;  God  is  working 
also  at  the  other  end  of  the  line. 
He  is  impressing  the  person  to 
whom  we  feel  we  should  speak.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  the  person, 
like  Saul,  is  also  praying  and  our 
visit  might  be  instrumental  in  God’s 
hands  in  bringing  the  answer  to 
prayers. 

God  Calls  Men  To  Service 

When  we  say  God  calls  men  to 
service  we  mean  people,  men  and 
women.  Very  definitely  we  are 
told  here  that7  God  called  Saul  to  a 
definite  mission  as  a  leader  in  pro¬ 
moting  His  kingdom,  especially 
among  the  Gentiles. 

No  person,  either  a  full-time 
worker  in  the  church  or  lay  work¬ 
er,  should  ever  get  the  idea  that  a 
call  into  the  Christian  life  is  a  so¬ 
lution  for  all  of  the  problems  of 
this  life.  One  part  of  the  mission 
of  Ananias  was  to  be  an  agent  in 
God’s  hands  to  show  Saul  “How 
great  things  he  must  suffer  for  my 
name’s  sake.” 

For  Paul,  Christianity  was  not  a 
painless  matter.  He  knew  from  the 
beginning  that  the  way  of  life  he 
had  chosen  would  involve  suffering. 
In  Galatians  6:17,  we  have  Paul 
boasting  of  the  scars  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  hands  of  his  enemies 
as  he  went  about  the  work  of  the 
Master.  He  says,  “From  henceforth 
let  no  man  trouble  me:  for  I  bear 
in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.”  Paul  would  not  have  made 
a  very  good  member  of  some  mod¬ 
ern  churches  where  the  highest 
mark  of  Christian  excellence  is  ab¬ 
sence  of  suffering. 

Scales  Fell  From  His  Eyes 

In  spite  of  his  misgivings,  at  the 
command  of  God,  Ananias  went  to 
the  house  where  Saul  had  been  for 
the  three  days  since  his  experience 
on  the  road  outside  Damascus. 

He  came  into  the  presence  of 
Saul  and  put  his  hands  on  him  and 
said,  “Brother  Saul,  the  Lord  who 
appeared  to  you  on  the  road  by 
which  you  came,  has  sent  me  that 
you  might  regain  your  sight  and  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Throughout  his  three  days  of 
blindness  Saul  had  no  assurance 
that  he  would  ever  see  again. 
Neither  could  he  know  through 
these  days  what  those  he  had  come 
to  persecute  would  think  of  him 
and  his  experience.  With  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Ananias  both  of  these  ques¬ 
tions  were  answered. 

(1)  First  Ananias  told  Saul  that 
God  had  sent  him  that  Saul  might 
receive  his  sight.  These  words  must 
have  brought  to  Saul  a  sense  of 
deep  gratitude  and  thanksgiving. 
He  was  not  to  be  blind  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

(2)  The  question  as  to  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  those  he  had  come  to  per¬ 
secute  toward  him  was  also  an¬ 
swered  in  the  first  words  Ananias 
spoke.  He  said  “Brother  Saul.”  It 
must  have  brought  to  Saul  a  sense 
of  indescribable  relief  to  hear  this 
man  of  God  calling  him  “brother,” 
and  announcing  that  he,  like  other 
Christians,  was  to  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Our  lesson  text  says,  “Immedi¬ 
ately  something  like  scales  fell 
from  his  eyes  and  he  regained  his 
sight.”  (RSV)  These  scales  that  fell 


from  the  eyes  of  Saul  were  not 
merely  the  physical  handicaps  to 
sight.  There  also  fell  from  Saul’s 
eyes,  spiritual  as  well  as  physical, 
the  scales  of  hatred,  arrogance, 
bigotry,  intolerance  and  unbelief. 
Saul  was  now  truly  a  changed  man. 

When  we  become  a  Christian, 
hatred,  arrogance,  bigotry,  intoler¬ 
ance  and  unbelief  should  have  van¬ 
ished  from  our  lives  and  we  too 
should  be  changed  into  something 
of  the  likeness  of  the  Christ  we 
serve. 

The  Persecutor  Becomes 
The  Preacher 

“Straightway  he  preached  Christ 
in  the  synagogues,  that  he  is  the 
Son  of  God.”  What  a  marvelous, 
miraculous  change  had  come  into 
the  life  of  Saul.  This  action  brought 
a  happy  surprise  to  Christians  and 
consternation  and  murderous  hatred 
into  the  life  of  the  Jews  in  Damas¬ 
cus  and  elsewhere  who  henceforth 
looked  on  Saul  as  a  traitor  to  his 
church.  The  Jews  in  Damascus 
“took  counsel  to  kill  him.”  The 
gates  of  Damascus  were  guarded 
so  Saul  could  not  escape.  Friends 
let  him  down  on  the  outside  of  the 
wall  in  a  basket  and  Saul  escaped 
the  first  of  many  attempts  to  kill 
him.  After  this  Saul  was  an  out¬ 
cast  from  his  own  family,  his  own 
race  and  his  church  for  the  sake  of 
Christ  and  the  gospel. 

What  The  Church  Owes  To 
New  Converts 

Our  lesson  text  tells  us  some  of 
the  blessings  that  came  to  Saul, 
the  new  convert,  through  the  Chris¬ 
tian  people  about  him.  We  may  be 
sure  that  the  church  today  owes  a 
great  debt  to  every  new  convert. 

(1)  When  a  person  professes  faith 
in  Christ,  we  as  Christians  should 
believe  in  him  until  there  are  un¬ 
mistakable  reasons  for  doubt.  Ev¬ 
eryone  deserves  a  second  chance 
and  more  than  a  second  chance  so 
long  as  their  is  sincerity  of  effort. 

(2)  The  church  owes  the  new 
convert  all  of  the  encouragement 
it  is  possible  to  give.  People  enter 
the  Christian  life  expecting  help 
from  those  who  are  already  Chris¬ 
tian. 

(3)  The  church  should  give  the 
new  convert  something  to  do.  He 
has  been  busy  likely  about  the 
work  of  sin.  Sometimes  when  all 
of  the  devil  has  been  taken  out  of 
a  person  it  leaves  a  mighty  big  va¬ 
cancy.  Unless  that  vacancy  can  be 
filled  with  worth-while  activities, 
evil  will  begin  to  creep  into  the 
vacancy  and  it  will  be  filled  again 
with  the  bad.  Many  religious  crises 
come  into  the  life  of  a  new  convert 
in  the  first  few  days,  weeks  and 
months  of  his  Christian  life.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  he  needs  help  more 
than  he  will  ever  need  it  again. 

Saul  Returns  To  Jerusalem 

Saul,  who  had  left  Jerusalem  for 
Damascus  as  part  of  his  play  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  Christian  movement,  re¬ 
turned  to  Jerusalem  and  “attempt¬ 
ed  to  join  the  disciples.”  (RSV)  We 
are  not  surprised  that  they  were 
still  “afraid  of  him,  and  believed 
not  that  he  was  a  disciple.”  Barna¬ 
bas,  who  later  was  Paul’s  associate 
in  mission  work,  vouched  for  him 
before  the  apostles.  “So  he  went  in 
and  out  among  them  at  Jerusalem, 
preaching  boldly  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Dedication  ceremonies  for  a  plaque  marking  the  former  home  of  Bishop 
Linus  Parker,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church,  were  held  Sunday,  October  25, 
in  the  home  at  4003  Carondelet,  New  Orleans.  Shown  holding  the  plaque 
are  Miss  Georgia  Schneidau,  nine-year-old  great-great-granddaughter  of 
Bishop  Parker,  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  resident  bishop  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Episcopal  Area.  The  home  was  built  in  1877  by  Bishop  Parker. 


Centenary  Students  Elect  Four 
Methodists  As  Cheerleaders  for  1959-60 

Four  Methodist  students  are  among  the  six  Centenary  College  students 
elected  to  serve  as  cheerleaders  during  the  1959-60  sports  season. 

They  are  as  follows:  Jen  Isabell  Houchin,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  E.  Houchin  of  Shreveport,  a  junior  student;  Nancy  Jane  Evans, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Evans,  Jr.,  Shreveport,  freshman;  Rebecca 
Sue  Graham,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  D.  Graham  of  Kirkwood, 
Mo.,  a  freshman;  William  Stewart  Bolen,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  John 
Bolen,  Shreveport,  a  freshman. 


Others  elected  to  serve  as  cheer¬ 
leaders  are  Daniel  Rogers  Herndon, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Herndon 
of  Shreveport,  a  junior,  and  Charles 
Frederick  Biggs,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Biggs,  Sr.,  Shreveport,  a 
freshman. 

Miss  Houchin,  the  only  cheer¬ 
leader  re-elected  to  the  post,  is  a 
member  of  Shreveport’s  First 
Methodist  Church.  Her  mother,  the 
former  Miss  Isabel  Henderson,  also 
served  as  a  cheerleader  during  her 
undergraduate  days  at  Centenary. 
Miss  Houchin  is  majoring  in  speech. 

Miss  Evans,  a  commerce  major, 
holds  membership  in  the  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  Miss  Graham  is  a  member  of 
the  Kirkwood  Methodist  Church  in 
Kirkwood,  Mo.,  and  is  an  art  major 
on  the  local  campus.  Young  Bolen 
belongs  to  the  Broadmoor  Method- 
lst  Church  in  Shreveport  and  is 
majoring  in  mathematics  at  Cen¬ 
tenary. 

The  cheerleaders  were  elected 
by  a  vote  of  the  student  body  after 
Performing  at  tryouts  on  the  cam¬ 
pus. 


Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  delivered  ad¬ 
dresses  at  a  number  of  Methodist 
churches  during  the  past  two 
weeks.  He  spoke  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
1,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Istrouma  Methodist 
Church,  all  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
area.  Pastors  are  Dr.  Dana  Daw¬ 
son,  Jr.,  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser  and 
Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain,  respectively. 
On  Sunday,  Nov.  8,  Dr.  Mickle 
spoke  at  the  Carrollton  Methodist 
Church,  where  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bow- 
don  is  pastor,  and  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  where  Rev.  Ar¬ 
thur  M.  Baker  is  pastor.  Both 
churches  are  in  New  Orleans. 


Miss  Linda  Rosett  of  Shreveport, 
a  member  of  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  has  been  elected  coed 
sponsor  and  honorary  captain  of 
the  Centenary  College  Company  of 
Pershing  Rifles,  national  honorary 
military  group.  Miss  Rosett  is  a 
graduate  of  Byrd  High  School  and 
a  junior  student  at  Centenary, 


At  the  recent  Ruston  District  Board  of  Lay  Activities  meeting  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  pictured  above,  I.  to  r.,  front  row,  Herman  Bass,  Jonesboro,  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader;  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  district  superintendent;  back  row, 
associate  district  lay  leaders,  W.  A.  Brewster,  Choudrant;  Edwin  Johnson, 
Haynesville;  Hale  Shadow,  Ruston;  and  Charles  McConnell,  Springhill.  Mar¬ 
cus  Wren,  Minden,  was  absent. 


Church  School  Admin.  Conf.,  June  25-26 


The  date  has  been  set  for  the 
1960  conference  on  Church  School 
administration  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  according  to  C.  E. 
Gardner  of  Lake  Charles,  general 
chairman  for  the  1960  conference. 

The  conference  will  be  held  at 


where  she  is  majoring  in  music 
education. 


Dr.  Mary  Warters,  head  of  the 
biology  department  at  Centenary 
College,  is  the  co-author  of  a  paper 
published  in  the  current  issue  of 
“Genetica,”  which  is  printed  in  The 
Hague,  the  Netherlands.  The  arti- 
cile  is  entitled,  “The  Centronom- 
eres  of  Drosophila,”  and  was  co¬ 
authored  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffin  on 
the  research  staff  of  the  Jackson 
Memorial  Laboratory  in  Bar  Har¬ 
bor,  Maine. 


Camp  Brewer,  June  25-26,  and  is 
expected  to  draw  a  larger  number 
of  church  school  superintendents 
than  any  preceeding  conference  of 
this  nature  held  in  Louisiana. 

The  1959  conference  was  held  at 
Camp  Brewer,  June  27-28,  and  had 
an  attendance  of  94.  Mr.  Gardner, 
along  with  other  officers  for  the 
1960  conference,  are  already  at 
work  endeavoring  to  secure  a  much 
larger  enrollment  for  the  1960  con¬ 
ference. 

To  help  with  enrollment  promo¬ 
tion  in  each  district,  conference 
leaders  are  working  to  secure  a 
committee  in  each  district  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  conference. 

Rev.  John  Hassler  of  Lake 
Charles  is  the  program  chairman 
for  the  1960  conference,  C.  O.  Foil 
of  Shreveport  is  the  secretary  and 
treasurer. 


Installation  services  were  held  for  the  officers  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  October  23.  Shown  at  the  left, 
installing  the  officers,  is  Rev.  A.  M.  Baker,  associate  pastor.  New  officers 
are,  I.  to  r.,  Leo  Wagner,  president;  Robert  McCreary,  vice  president;  O.  J. 
Dunn,  treasurer;  and  Harry  Miller,  secretary.  Other  officers  include  James 
Harbison,  attendance;  Chester  Coulter,  membership;  Buddy  Brockman,  pro¬ 
gram i;  James  Evans,  project;  W m.  J.  Michon,  publicity;  Lester  Ferguson, 
devotion;  Robert  McCreary,  Walter  Charbonnet,  and  Clyde  Shaw,  kitchen 
service.  Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


During  promotion  service  at  the  Vantrease  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
El  Dorado,  those  with  perfect  attendance  for  the  year  were  given  pins  and 
those  that  had  a  perfect  attendance  for  five  years  and  more  were  given  their 
pin  and  in  special  recognition  presented  with  a  miniature  gold  lapel  cross 
by  the  superintendent  of  Sunday  School,  Dale  Booth. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  first  row,  Eddie  Warren,  5  years;  Cindy  Davidson, 
5  years;  Robert  Dale  Booth,  5  years; 

Second  row,  Jane  Neal,  5  years;  Perry  Murphy  Bolding,  5  years;  Robert 
Johnson,  7  years;  Richard  Johnson,  7  years; 

Third  row,  Rev.  H.  D.  Ginther,  pastor;  Billie  Meeks,  5  years;  James 
Rogers,  7  years;  Sherry  Pipkin,  8  years;  and  Carol  Sue  Bomar,  7  years. 


Indian  Mound  Youth 
Participate  in 
UNICEF  Drive 

Halloween  was  an  outstanding 
event  for  the  youth  of  Bethel  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Indian  Mound  as 
they  went  trick-or-treating  Friday, 
October  30  for  UNICEF,  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund.  They 
went  about  the  community  asking 
for  contributions  to  help  children 
who  are  less  fortunate  than  they. 
Mrs.  George  McDonald,  Church 
School  superintendent,  was  in 
charge  of  the  group.  She  reported 
that  the  pennies,  nickels,  and  dol¬ 
lars  collected  by  the  children  total¬ 
ed  $52.19.  Rev.  Ted  Smith  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Bethel. 

The  trick-or-treaters  returned  to 
the  church  for  a  party.  They  were 
carried  through  “Dr.  Franken¬ 
stein’s  Horror  Laboratory”  which 
was  well  planned  by  Mrs.  Cecil 
Campbell.  Some  participated  in  a 
dart  throwing  contest.  Hot  dogs  and 
cold  drinks  were  served. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Lafou  Terre 

The  Lafou  Terre  Sub-district  met 
November  8  at  Bayou  Blue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  program  was 
planned  by  Bayou  Blue  members 
and  was  based  on  Thanksgiving. 

Jimmy  Hebert,  president,  presid¬ 
ed  at  the  business  meeting.  Bayou 
Blue  won  the  attendance  banner. 
The  main  business  of  the  meeting 
was  the  designing  of  a  constitution. 
The  completed  constitution  will  be 
voted  on  for  adoption  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  sub-district. 

Recreation  and  refreshments 
were  had  after  the  business  meet¬ 
ing.  Pat  Decker  is  the  sub-district 
reporter. 


Grand  Prairie 

The  Grand  Prairie  Sub-district 
met  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Lonoke  Monday  evening,  October 
26.  The  meeting  was  attended  by 
some  119  from  various  churches  of 
the  District. 

Mrs.  Alta  Cunningham  was  lead¬ 
er  of  the  program  that  was  present¬ 
ed,  and  which  had  to  do  with 
UNICEF,  United  Nations  Interna¬ 
tional  Children’s  Emergency  Fund. 
This  title  has  long  since  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  “milk”  by  some  chil¬ 
dren  of  starving  lands. 

Those  taking  part  on  the  program 
included  Robin  Coulter,  Stella  Hall, 
Mary  Bransford,  Sandra  Millen, 
Sue  Rowe,  Pat  Baker,  Bobbie  Wat¬ 
son,  Cathy  Coats,  Patricia  Cun¬ 
ningham,  and  John  Latimer.  Rose 
Marie  Sims  provided  the  musical 
portion  that  included  an  organ 
number. 

The  churches  represented  and  the 
number  from  each  were:  Hamilton 
14;  Des  Arc  20;  Hickory  Plains  18; 
Carlisle  22;  Hazen  16;  and  Lonoke 
29. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
Lonoke  Youth  Fellowship  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  program  and 
business  meeting.  The  November 
meeting  of  the  Sub-district  is  to  be 
held  at  the  Hickory  Plains  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  November  23. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Is  The  Church  Influential? 

Now  and  then  I  hear  some  char¬ 
acter  sounding  off  about  how  inept 
and  ineffective  the  church  is  in  the 
American  scene.  Any  objective 
glance  at  our  culture  will  force  the 
acknowledgment  that  the  church 
isn’t  the  vital  force  it  should  be  and 
could  be  in  modem  society.  And 
one  can  find  the  basis  for  cynicism 
when  he  looks  at  some  churches 
and  sees  how  far  they  are  from  the 
ideal  which  should  command  their 
loyalty.  And  when  the  critic  is  from 
within  the  church,  I  will  listen.  But 
the  carping  caustics  who  stand  out¬ 
side  and  scornfully  and  destructive¬ 
ly  criticize  have  as  much  authority 
for  their  tactics  as  my  Beagle  pup 
has  for  assuming  he  is  the  traffic 
cop  on  our  street. 

So  the  visible  church  is  not  the 
perfect  organization  which  could 
come  into  being  if  its  members 
were  more  Christ-like.  Yet,  there 
are  many  ways  of  illustrating  the 
difference  the  church  makes.  For 
one  thing,  have  you  found  a  judge 
who  does  not  agree  that  Sunday 
School  attendance  by  youngsters 
helps  keep  them  out  of  his  court. 
How  many  judges  report  that  they 
seldom  if  ever  have  a  criminal  de¬ 
linquent  before  their  juvenile  court 
who  is  vitally  related  to  a  church, 
and/or  whose  family  is  likewise  a 
church-related  family. 

The  other  day  I  ran  across  a 
summary  of  what  church  members 
are  doing.  Only  55%  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  our  United  States  are 
church  members.  But  do  you  know 
that  froip  this  55%  come  80%  of 
the  country’s  college  students;  74% 
of  the  home  owners  of  the  land; 
90%  of  all  civic  leaders.  90%  of  all 
gifts  for  charitable  and  community 
purposes  are  provided  by  church 
members.  Surely  these  facts  are 
more  than  mere  coincidence! 

If  you  compare  any  given  num¬ 
ber  of  church  members  with  an 
equal  number  of  non  church  mem¬ 
bers,  you  will  discover  that  church 
member  homes  supply  six  times  as 
many  college  students,  four  times 
and  a  half  as  many  home  owners, 
thirteen  times  as  many  public  men 
of  civic  loyalty  and  service,  and 
thirteen  times  as  many  gifts  for 
charitable  and  community  pur¬ 
poses. 

Now  it  would  be  easy  to  sit  back 
and  be  pharissaical  about  the 
church.  And  part  of  our  problem 
is  that  some  folks  like  to  think 
they  themselves  are  better  than 
others.  Their  prayer  life  consists 
of  thanking  God  they  belong  to  the 
55%  and  not  to  the  great  throng  of 
unchurched  persons.  When  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  church  leads  to  this 
kind  of  spiritual  arrogance,  then 
the  critics  have  a  point  of  refer¬ 
ence.  I  am  grateful  that  my  fam¬ 
ily  were  and  are  church  people. 
But  this  is  no  basis  for  personal 
pride  that  thinks  self  better  than 
others. 

Having  said  this,  let  me  go  on  to 
add  that  my  point  is  to  suggest  that 
the  church  is  not  as  bad  off  as  some 
critics  would  have  us  believe.  When 
these  kind  of  results  can  accrue 
and  these  kind  of  persons  are  re¬ 
lated  to  the  church,  then  all  is  not 


On  Planning 
Committee  for 
Conf.  on  Aging 

Miss  Virginia  Stafford  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education’s  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  has  been  appointed  to  the 
planning  committee  for  the  religion 
section  of  the  White  House  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Aging,  to  be  held  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1961.  The  religion  section  is 
one  of  twenty  to  be  included  on 
the  conference  program. 

Miss  Stafford  will  represent 
Christian  education  interests  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Co- 
chairmen  of  the  planning  commit¬ 
tee  on  religion  are  the  Rev.  William 
J.  Villaume,  Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tanen- 
baum,  and  Monsignor  Raymond  J. 
Gallagher. 

Worship  Resources  for 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas 

The  joy  of  belonging  to  a  Chris¬ 
tian  family  can  reach  its  highest 
expression  in  worship  in  the  home 
at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
time.  The  Christian  family  needs 
no  urging  toward  home  worship  at 
these  seasons;  it  is  a  natural  part 
of  life.  Where  guidance  is  needed, 
the  Department  of  Christian  Fam¬ 
ily  of  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  offers  a  family  worship  leaflet 
for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 
The  latter  has  suggestions  for  ob¬ 
servance  of  Advent,  the  beginning 
of  the  Christian  year. 

Many  local  churches  provide 
these  two  leaflets  for  their  mem¬ 
bers.  Thanksgiving  Worship  in  the 
Home  (3066-C)  and  Christmas  Wor¬ 
ship  in  the  Home  (3015-C)  are 
available  from  the  Service  Depart¬ 
ment,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  at  12  for  30  cents  or  $2  per 
hundred. 


lost.  It  could  be  that  God  through 
the  generation  of  today’s  youth  will 
raise  up  the  kind  of  leaders  who 
will  be  used  by  Him  to  make  the 
church  the  vital  force  it  can  be  and 
must  be  to  measure  up  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  before  it.  And  you  may  well 
be  one  of  those  leaders! 


Christian  Workers’ 
School  Held  for 
Alexandria  Area 

The  Christian  Workers’  School 
for  the  Alexandria  Area  was  held 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  La.,  November  15  through  19. 
The  participating  churches  were 
Trinity,  Horseshoe  Drive,  Wesley, 
and  First  of  Alexandria;  Pineville, 
Ball,  Boyce,  Colfax,  Lecompte, 
Palestine,  and  Pollock.  James  S. 
Jones  was  dean  of  the  school  which 
was  held  to  train  potential  teachers 
as  well  as  present  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Church  Schools. 
Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick  of  Pineville 
was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers. 

Rev.  Cecil  R.  Benoit,  minister  of 
Education  of  First  Methodist,  as 
chairman  of  the  Curriculum  Com¬ 
mittee,  planned  a  program  of  in¬ 
terest  to  all  groups.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Mc- 
Daniel  of  Downsville,  presented 
“Teaching  Children”;  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland  of  Lafayette  taught 
“Guiding  Youth”;  Rev.  Beverly  E. 
Bond  of  Shreveport  taught  “Help¬ 
ing  Adults  Learn”;  Rev.  Earl  B. 
Emmerich  of  West  Monroe  taught 
“How  to  Improve  the  Church 
School.” 

The  Laboratory  section  of  the 
School  was  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Benoit.  Mrs.  Lloyd  Beall 
of  Tyler,  Texas,  taught  the  student 
teachers  of  the  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Emmerich  of  West 
Monroe  taught  the  unit  to  Junior 
teachers.  An  hour  session  with  chil¬ 
dren  present  was  followed  by  an 
hour  of  planning  and  discussion  of 
the  lesson. 

Opening  worship  services  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  Alexandria  District  su¬ 
perintendent  at  2:45  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  followed  by  the  first  session 
of  the  school.  Remaining  sessions 
were  from  7  to  9  o’clock  Monday 
through  Thursday  evenings,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church. 
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ARKANSAS  .  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Shown  at  a  recent  District  meeting  of  workers  of  the  Woman's  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  New  Orleans  District  are  three  new  officers: 
left  to  right — Mrs.  Carl  Gallaher,  president;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Manis,  secretary  of 
promotion;  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wade,  treasurer. 


Jefferson  Studies 
Africa 

Fifteen  women  of  the  Jefferson 
Methodist  Church  Woman’s  Society, 
New  Orleans,  were  led  in  the  study 
of  “The  Way  in  Africa”  during  Oc¬ 
tober  under  the  capable  leadership 
of  Mrs.  Ann  Lowery,  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education.  Active  par¬ 
ticipation  by  the  members  made 
this  study  one  of  the  finest  experi¬ 
ences  of  any  studies  ever  had.  An 
African  song  “Kum-ba-yuh”  was 
learned.  A  returned  Missionary 
from  India  was  a  guest  at  the  sec¬ 
ond  session  and  made  this  group 
aware  of  the  musical  cultural  of  the 
Africans.  Meaningful  worship  set¬ 
tings  and  devotions  highlighted 
each  session.  Skits  were  presented 
as  part  of  the  assignments.  Mrs. 
Loch  sang  solos,  one  of  which  was 
“He’s  Got  the  Whole  World  in  His 
Hands.” 

After  the  last  session  an  African 
lunch,  using  an  African  menu,  was 
prepared  and  served  by  Mrs.  Geo. 
Lambourne  and  assistants.  The 
menu  consisted  of  Bobotee  (a 
ground  beef  concoction  seasoned 
with  curry  powder),  oatmeal  bread, 
shredded  greens,  (lettuce),  coffee, 
and  banana  sweet  (oranges,  banan¬ 
as  and  shredded  cocoanut  with 
grape  juice).  The  table  decorations 
consisted  of  pecans,  arranged  on 
two  banana  leaves.  Place  cards, 
along  with  the  name,  contained 
Ba^tu  exDressions  with  the  inter¬ 
pretation  typed  beneath. 

The  study  group  chose,  as  an  out¬ 
growth  of  the  study,  to  send  a  mon¬ 
ey  gift  through  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  project  for  Christian 
Social  Center  in  Kindu,  Central 
Congo  Conference,  Africa,  also  to 
subscribe  to  the  African  Christian 
Advocate  for  use  in  the  further 
education  on  Africa,  through  the 
Church  School,  and  Circle.  To  share 
some  of  our  experiences  with  the 
Church,  the  Sunday  night  of  De¬ 
cember  13th  will  be  devoted  to  a 
film  on  Africa,  also  the  devotion. 

As  an  expression  of  gratitude  for 
the  fine  leadership  of  Mrs.  Lowery, 
the  study  group  presented  a  small 
token  to  her,  a  bracelet  with  Afri¬ 
can  figures  and  charms.  Rev.  A. 
Collins  is  the  pastor  and  also  at¬ 
tended  the  studies. 


West  Lake  Has 
Busy  Month 

“Social  Creeds  and  Moving  Pop¬ 
ulations”  was  the  topic  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  presented  by  Mrs.  Bill  Davis 
to  members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  church.  The  regular 
monthly  business  meeting  was  held 
at  the  church  Tuesday,  November 
3,  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  president,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guil¬ 
lory,  opened  the  meeting  with  pray¬ 
er  and  presided  over  the  business 
session.  She  also  read  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Carolyn  Ingels,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship,  expressing  appreciation  for 
the  pies  and  cakes  contributed  by 
the  WSCS  for  the  recent  chicken 
spaghetti  supper  sponsored  by  the 
MYF. 

It  was  reported  clothing  had  been 
delivered  to  the  Dulac  Indian  cen¬ 
ter  by  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Rex 
Squyres. 

The  Quiet  Day  program  “The 
Secret  of  His  Presence”  was  pre¬ 
sented  during  the  Week  of  Prayer 
and  Self  Denial.  Those  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  were  Mrs.  R.  B.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Frank  Simpson  and  Mrs.  Chester 
Fronczek. 

The  success  of  the  UNICEF  Hal¬ 
loween  party  was  reported  by  Mrs. 
S.  R.  Burch  and  Mrs.  Bill  Davis. 
Some  thirty-five  MYF  members 
and  sixteen  adults  participated  in 
this  project.  The  amount  of  money 
contributed  for  the  “Trick  or  Treat” 
program  to  help  all  the  world’s 
children  was  $40.11.  The  children 
returned  to  the  church  for  party 
games  and  refreshments  around  a 
make-believe  camp  fire  made  of 
branches  of  brightly  colored  au¬ 
tumn  leaves. 

It  was  announced  members  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  would  pre¬ 
sent  the  program  for  the  annual 
Christmas  party  to  be  held  at  the 
church  Tuesday,  December  1,  at 
6:30  p.m.  The  Bertha  Benham  cir¬ 
cle  will  decorate  the  tables  and 
the  tree.  The  Nettie  Hebert  circle 
will  provide  the  games  and  music. 
The  Bavelyn  Guillory  circle  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  gifts  and  distribute  them. 
Two  members  from  each  circle  and 
the  Guild  will  serve  on  the  cleanup 
committee. 


Zwolle  Observes 
Birthday 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Sex  *uce  of  the  Zwolle  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  observed  its  nineteenth 
birthday  with  a  party  held  Septem¬ 
ber  30th  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
C.  Ferguson. 

Floral  arrangements  of  pine  and 
fall  flowers  were  used  in  the  living 
room  and  sun  porch  where  guests 
gathered  for  an  informal  hour  of 
fun  and  games  arranged  by  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Morris  and  Mrs.  J.  O.  Napier. 

The  birthday  cake,  a  beautiful 
confection  of  pink  and  white,  with 
nineteen  candles,  was  served  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Pattison,  and  Mrs.  J. 
O.  Kimbrell,  Jr.,  president  of  the 
society,  poured  coffee  from  the  sil¬ 
ver  service. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Pearson,  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  present  so¬ 
ciety,  and  also  a  charter  member  of 
the  original  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Zwolle  Church,  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  original  wish  for  the  coming 
year,  and  blew  out  the  lighted  can¬ 
dles  on  the  cake: 

“Our  birthday  has  come  around 
again, 

And  as  we  look  back  through  the 
years, 

We  wonder  if  we’ve  given  all  we 
could 

Of  our  talents  and  time,  my  dears. 

So  I’ll  wish  for  the  months  ahead 

More  ardor  and  love  from  each 
one. 

And  that  we  give  the  best  we 
have, 

Knowing  the  Lord  will  say,  ‘Well 
done!’  ” 

Sharing  the  honors  with  Mrs.  R. 
E.  Pearson  as  charter  members  of 
the  original  Missionary  Society  were 
her  sister,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Pearson,  and 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Gray,  mother  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  society’s  president,  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Kimbrell,  Jr. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Levy  Methodist 
Church  recently  completed  the 
course  of  the  book  “Contemporary 
Man  and  United  Nations.”  Instruc¬ 
tor  for  the  course  was  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Lasiter.  Mrs.  Jesse  Johnson  and 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Green  were  in  charge  of 
the  devotiona's.  Mrs.  Jean  Burke 
spoke  on  the  United  Nations  and  il- 


Week  of  Prayer 
Observed 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Eunice,  observed 
the  annual  Week  of  Prayer  and 
Self-Denial  the  week  of  October 
25-31.  On  Wednesday  morning  the 
program  was  conducted  at  the 
church.  It’s  theme  was  “O  Send 
Us  Forth  —  To  Make  All  Lands 
Thine  Own.”  This  program  told  of 
the  great  needs  for  Christian  liter¬ 
ature,  schools  and  staff  houses,  and 
Christian  social  centers  in  Africa, 
and  in  two  of  our  home  fields, 
namely,  the  Valley  Community 
Center,  in  Pharr,  Texas,  and  the 
Dulac  Indian  Center  in  Louisiana. 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Harris  was  in  rharee  of 
the  program,  assisted  by  Mrs  I.  J. 
Guillory,  Jr.,  Mrs.  R.  L.  McManus, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Swenson,  Mrs.  Sam 
Fruge,  Mrs.  Harlev  N.  Hebert.  Mrs. 
R.  M.  Hollis,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Lid¬ 
dell. 

On  Friday  morning  the  erouo  met 
again  at  the  church  for  the  “quiet 
day”  program.  The  theme  for  this 
quiet  hour  was  “The  Secret  of  His 
Presence.”  Mrs.  Harris  again  was 
in  charge  of  the  program,  and  those 
taking  part  were  Mrs.  Ted  J.  Was- 
muth,  Mrs.  William  More,  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  L.  Watson. 

A  Quiet  Dav  of  Prayer  was  ob¬ 
served  at  White’s  Chapel  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Thursday,  October 
29th,  with  members  from  Chicot, 
Villeolatte  and  White’s  Chapel  par¬ 
ticipating. 

Mrs.  McGhee,  the  president  of  the 
society  at  Chicot,  was  in  charge  of 
the  program,  with  the  following 
taking  part:  Mrs.  Compton  from 
Chicot,  Mrs.  Morrison  and  Mrs. 
Mallov  from  Villeplatte.  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Campbell  from  White’s  Chapel. 

The  program  was  concluded  at 
noon  after  which  lunch  was  served 
by  the  host  church. 


lustrated  her  speech  with  pictures. 

In  the  course  of  the  study  mem¬ 
bers  used  a  map  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  a  flip  chart,  and  clipped  cur¬ 
rent  events  concerning  the  U.N. 
from  daily  papers. 

The  course  was  followed  bv  a 
luncheon  at  which  decorations  fea¬ 
tured  the  United  Nations  motif  and 
dishes  from  different  countries.  The 
course  had  75%  attendance. 


Pictured  below,  are  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Jim  Lasiter  and  Mrs.  Jake  Richards. 
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Planning  Calendar 
For  Local  Church 

Your  Conference  MYF  Council 
has  published  an  MYF  Planning 
Calendar  for  the  year  1959-1960. 
The  Conference  Council  feels  that 
it  would  be  extremely  helpful  for 
each  local  church  to  have  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  one  copy  to  help  in  its  ov¬ 
erall  program  planning  for  the  year. 
This  planning  calendar  includes: 

— a  complete  calendar  with  special 
dates  of  church  activities 
— valuable  resources  for  help  in 
planning  the  total  program  of  the 
MYF 

— ideas  for  projects  undertaken  in 
the  MYF 

The  cost  of  the  planning  calendar 
is  50c.  You  will  be  able  to  get  your 
copy  from  your  District  Director  of 
Youth  Work  with  the  exception  of 
the  Lafayette  District  where  the 
District  Superintendent  has  receiv¬ 
ed  copies. 

If  you  cannot  get  one  from  your 
Youth  Director  or  District  Super¬ 
intendent  send  the  following  order 
blank  to: 

Louise  Sharp 
P.O.  Box  4156 
Shreveport,  La. 


PLANNING  CALENDAR 
ORDER  BLANK 

Please  send  me _ copies  of 

the  1959-1960  Conference  Plan¬ 
ning  Calendar. 

I  am  enclosing _ to  cover 

the  charges. 

Name - 

Address - - - 

City _ _ 


COME  AND  SEE! 

So  you’re  a  PASTOR?  And  you 
want  to  reach  young  people?  You 
want  them  to  come  and  see  your 
church  at  work?  What  can  you  do? 
There  are  so  many  things  that  need 
doing!  Where  do  you  start?  How 
do  you  get  young  people  coming? 
Let  your  young  people  tell  you. 
Young  people  say  they  want  their 
pastor  to  do  three  things: 

Step  ONE:  Work  with  their  adult 
counselors. 

Step  TWO:  Guide  youth  through 
counseling  and  study. 

Step  THREE:  Help  them  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  their  faith. 

But  maybe  you’re  a  YOUNG 
PERSON. 

What  can  you  do  to  reach  un¬ 
churched  young  people?  Well,  do 
you  really  want  them?  You  do?  .  .  . 
Really?  How  Badly?  Enough  to 
take  these  three  steps? 

Step  ONE:  Find  these  unchurched 
youth. 

Step  TWO:  Invite  them  into  your 
fellowship. 

Step  THREE:  Help  them  find  a 
faith  in  Christ. 

A  few  very  important  things  .  .  . 
Some  anybody  can  do.  And  you 
don’t  have  to  wait  for  anyone  from 
anywhere!  You  can  begin  right 
now!  COME  AND  SEE! 

From  the  Service  Department, 


DULAC  YOUTH  SPECIAL 

by  Marie  Nelson 

In  only  a  few  short  weeks  the  most  joyful  time  of  the  year  will  be  upon 
us,  dancing  with  its  jingle  bells  of  red  and  white,  bringing  laughter,  greet¬ 
ings,  and  presents  for  all.  What  fun  it  is  buying  the  many  presents  for 
others  and  what  a  thrill  to  open  our  own  gifts  gaily  wrapped  in  the  most 
colorful  wrapping  paper  and  tied  with  an  intricately  beautiful  bow.  If  one 
goes  to  town  at  any  time  during  December,  he  cannot  escape  the  hustle  and 
bustle  pulse  that  seems  automatically  to  accompany  the  Christmas  season. 


What  an  advertising  gimic — Jolly 
little  children.  It  seems  as  if  no  one 
season  of  joy,  generosity,  goodness 
and  glad  tidings.  No  —  not  even 
Jesus,  for  whom  we  say  we  cele¬ 
brate  this  25th  day  of  December  is 
overlooked  in  the  gigantic  Christ¬ 
mas  program.  Every  Sears  Roebuck 
is  “complete  with  plastic  babe  in 
manger  arrived  by  parcel  post  ,the 
babe  by  special  delivery  .  .  .”  The 
parents,  Mary  and  Joseph  are  cer¬ 
tainly  not  overlooked  in  this  manger 
scene;  nor  are  all  the  oxen,  sheep, 
shepherds,  guiding  star,  wise  men, 
cattle — all  are  a  part  of  this  Christ¬ 
mas  scene.  How  sentimental  we 
have  become  in  our  recognition  of 
each  of  them.  It  seems  as  if  only 
one  has  been  omitted  —  God,  the 
One  who  gave  His  only  begotten 
Son.  What  a  gift  to  all  mankind 
was  this  man  Jesus.  And  yet  he 
came  not  wrapped  in  the  usually 
glossy  white  package  with  striking 
red  satin  bow,  but  was  wrapped  in 
swaddling  clothes.  Thus,  we  did 
not  recognize  his  greatest  gift — the 
gift  of  life,  life  eternal  —  the  more 
abundant  life.  Not  only  did  we  not 
recognize  or  receive  the  greatest 
gift,  but  we  tried  and  are  still  try¬ 
ing  to  destroy  it.  For  with  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  such  a  gift  there  are 
demanding  terms  that  know  no  end 
in  time,  place,  or  history. 

This  gift  is  not  to  be  kept,  boasted 
about,  put  on  display,  or  locked  up 
for  fear  of  losing  it.  For  only  as 
we  give  this  gift  of  life  to  others, 
and  share  of  our  eternal  wealth  can 
we  maintain  even  a  small  amount 
of  this  gift.  Strangely  enough,  the 
more  we  give  and  share  with  oth¬ 
ers,  the  larger  our  gift  becomes  and 
the  more  we  can  and  must  give  to 
all.  This  is  the  Christian’s  observ¬ 
ance  of  Christmas. 

For  our  special  Christian  observ¬ 
ance  of  Christmas  in  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  the  council  has  initi¬ 
ated  the  plan  of  giving  our  Christ¬ 
mas  gift  to  the  Dulac  Indian  Mis¬ 
sion.  The  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  has  already 
shared  money  through  the  Week  of 
Prayer  and  Self-Denial  offering  to 
build  a  much  needed  building  for 
the  work  which  is  carried  on  at  this 
community  center  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  This  new  building  will 
need  a  lot  of  new  equipment  such 
as  tables,  chairs,  record  players, 
music  library,  books,  toys,  and  oth¬ 
er  recreational  equipment.  As  con¬ 
cerned  Christian  MYF’ers,  we  feel 
that  each  of  you  would  welcome 
this  opportunity  to  share  this  gift 


General  Board  of  Education:  Come 
and  See!  Guidebook  for  the  Local 
Church  (2490-C).  10c  each;  10  or 

more,  5c  each. 


Ole’  St.  Nick,  goodies  for  all  “good” 
could  possibly  be  overlooked  in  this 


of  life  —  God’s  love  —  with  those 
who  know  so  little  of  it.  Your  re¬ 
turn  gift  will  be  the  joy  of  knowing 
you  had  a  share  in  helping  to  pro¬ 
vide  facilities  which  will  help  the 
workers  at  Dulac  do  a  better  job  of 
teaching. 

Individual  giving  can  be  planned 
with  friends  who  decide  that  in¬ 
stead  of  giving  to  each  other,  neith¬ 
er  of  whom  needs  or  lacks  anything, 
they  give  to  a  people  who  are 
starving  for  many  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  needs  of  life.  Their  greatest 
need  can  be  met  through  education, 
love,  understanding,  and  accept¬ 
ance. 

Group  giving  can  be  planned 
through  local  MYF,  Sub-district,  or 
District  who  could  aid  in  the  pub¬ 
licity,  enthusiasm,  and  information 
about  the  special  project. 

It  is  rare  that  our  Conference 
Council  initiate  a  special  project 
in  addition  to  the  MYFund.  Giving 
to  the  Dulac  Indian  Mission  is  a 
real  opportunity  to  serve  and  share 
with  people  in  need  within  our  own 
state.  Let’s  not  miss  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  with  others  what 
God  has  so  plentifully  given  to  us. 
Send  your  gift  for  Dulac  Indian 
Mission  to  Louisiana  Conference 
MYF,  P.O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

May  the  Yuletide  season  this 
year  be  a  “Christian  Observance  of 
Christmas.” 


YOUTH  WEEK 

Thy  Kingdom — On  Earth 

Youth  week  is  an  important  part 
of  the  program  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  It  will  be  ob¬ 
served  January  31  to  February  7, 
1960,  in  local  churches  and  com¬ 
munities.  This  week,  scheduled  an¬ 
nually,  provides  opportunity  for 
the  more  than  twenty  million  Chris¬ 
tian  youth  and  adult  workers  with 
youth  to  participate  in  meaningful 
experiences  of  fellowship.  In  a 
time  when  the  peoples  of  the  world 
strive  for  ways  and  means  of  deep¬ 
ening  understanding,  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  that  the  denominations  demon¬ 
strate  their  unity  in  Christ.  The 
United  Christian  Youth  Movement 
is  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
and  similar  denominational  fellow¬ 
ships  at  work  in  the  community. 
Youth  Week  Packets  are  available 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  at  $1.00. 


Penny-A-Day 
For  Others 
Through  MYFund 

by  Carolyn  Denison 

Big  things  are  cooking  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fund.  The  Conference 
MYF  Council  decided  last  August 
at  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Jurisdictional 
Workshop  to  raise  our  conference 
pledge  from  $8,000  to  $10,000.  For 
the  past  two  years  our  conference 
has  given  a  little  under  $7,500  to 
MYFund.  Only  27%  of  our  youth 
groups  contributed  to  this  amount. 
Our  total  membership  is  14,220.  The 
potential  of  our  giving  has  not  even 
been  tapped.  We  can  reach  this 
new  pledge,  but  only  with  the  full 
support  of  the  youth  of  each  local 
church.  You  can  help  by  making 
a  pledge  NOW!  Your  new  mem¬ 
bers  have  just  recently  been  pro¬ 
moted.  Now  is  the  ideal  time  for 
promotion  of  the  MYFund  in  the 
MYF.  If  every  member  would 
pledge  lc  per  day,  the  Conference 
pledge  would  more  than  quadruple 
itself.  Many  can  pledge  more; 
some  already  have.  Let’s  all  work 
together  to  reach  this  goal  that  we 
have  set  for  our  conference. 

You  ask,  “Why  should  I  (as  an 
adult  or  youth)  be  concerned  about 
MYFund?”  It  is  our  best  opportun¬ 
ity  as  youth  to  help  build  a  Chris¬ 
tian  world  through  support  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Christian  Education,  and 
youth  work.  Not  only  does  our  giv¬ 
ing  offer  us  a  chance  to  be  stewards, 
but  our  stewardship  is  urgently 
needed.  Your  pledge  can  feed  a 
hungry  child,  cure  a  leper,  teach 
an  illiterate  to  read,  or  help  with 
the  program  of  a  community  cen¬ 
ter.  Besides  missions,  your  pledge 
helps  make  possible  our  youth  lit¬ 
erature  and  the  program  of  both 
the  National  Conference  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  and  the  Conference 
MYF. 

Now  that  you  can  see  why — the 
next  question  is  “how?”  Each  local 
youth  group  should  make  a  group 
pledge,  monthly,  quarterly,  or 
yearly,  which  is  sent  to  me  (your 
MYFund  Chairman).  The  money, 
itself,  is  sent  to  Rev.  J.  E.  Hearne, 
1418  Brewster  Avenue,  Ruston,  La. 
The  best  way  to  determine  your 
group  pledge  is  for  each  MYF  mem¬ 
ber  to  make  a  pledge  to  the 
MYFund. 

Very  soon  each  local  group  will 
be  hearing  from  me  personally.  In 
the  meantime,  if  there  is  any  way 
in  which  I  can  help  you,  please,  let 
me  know  what  I  can  do.  (Carolyn 
Denison,  Hardin  Hall,  Sexton  Rd., 
Shreveport,  La.)  REMEMBER — If 
you  have  not  made  your  pledge  to 
MYFund — do  it  today! 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Thanksgiving  Meditation  On 
The  Current  American  Scene 


Thanksgiving 


Prosperity 


By  W.  Taliaferro  Thompson 


IF  a  modern  Amos,  a  prophetic  figure  from  the 
mountains  of  Southwest  Virginia,  or  perhaps 
from  the  Catskills  of  New  York,  like  the 
Amos  of  the  Old  Testament  who  came  from 
the  hills  southeast  of  Jerusalem,  and  like  his  pre¬ 
decessor  possessed  a  sense  of  history,  keen  eyes, 
and  open  ears,  were  to  appear  among  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  on  this  day  of  national  thanksgiving, 
to  speak  to  them,  what  would  he  say?  He  surely 
would  begin  by  calling  us  to  remember  all  God’s 
goodness,  and  to  rejoice  and  to  give  thanks  for 
all  His  mercies.  And  with  bold  strokes  he  would 
draw  the  picture  of  God’s  blessings. 

Our  Inheritance 

He  would  remind  us  that  God  brought  our 
forefathers  out  of  bondage  in  Europe,  political, 
and  religious,  to  this  good  land,  if  not  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey,  neverthless  clothed  with 
great  forests,  endowed  with  broad  plains  and 
fertile  valleys,  blessed  by  abundant  rain,  stored 
with  minerals,  criss-crossed  by  broad  and  nav¬ 
igable  rivers,  which  are  being  made  to  turn 
countless  wheels  and  turbines;  protected  by  wide 
oceans,  which  enabled  the  nation  to  develop  in 
her  formative  period;  free  from  the  wars  and 
dynastic  struggle  of  other  countries. 

In  their  courage,  and  their  faith  in  freedom, 
for  generations  our  forefathers,  under  God’s 
leadership,  subdued  and  developed  this  rich  land, 
enlarged  its  borders,  cleared  forests,  bridged  and 
harnessed  rivers,  tunnelled  mountains,  ploughed 
and  planted  fields,  mined  ores,  drilled  oil  wells, 
invented  machines,  built  great  cities,  and  created 
vast  industries. 

So  today,  we  their  heirs,  while  much  of  the 
world  is  overcrowded,  have  elbow  room.  In  the 
Netherlands,  for  example,  there  are  900  people 
to  the  square  mile,  in  Japan  635,  in  Great  Britain 
560,  and  in  the  United  States  only  57.  While  half 
of  the  people  of  the  world  are  hungry,  we  have 
food  in  abundance,  with  bountiful  surpluses 
stored  away.  While  most  of  the  nations  are  des¬ 
perately  poor,  we  are  rolling  in  wealth,  the 
people  themselves,  exclusive  of  automobiles,  own 
a  trillion  dollars;  so  rich  are  we  that  we  have 
invested  36  billion  dollars  in  foreign  countries. 
While  people  the  world  round  are  suffering  for 
want  of  the  things  that  make  life  easy  and 
pleasant;  with  6%  of  the  world’s  population  we 
are  responsible  for  almost  half  of  the  world’s 
production  of  goods. 

While  3/5  of  the  population  of  the  world  is 


illiterate,  and  another  fifth  nearly  so,  we  have 
almost  3,500,000  students  in  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities,  88.2%  of  the  boys  and  girls  from  14-17 
in  high  school,  99.9%  of  those  7-13,  and  77.6  of 
those  5  and  6  in  elementary  schools  or  kinder¬ 
gartens. 

We  Thank  God 

We  attribute  our  greatness  to  the  blessing  of 
God;  our  first  thanksgiving  service,  whether  held 
in  Massachusetts  or  Virginia,  and  our  multiplied 
Thanksgiving  Days  since,  declare  this.  We  put 
on  our  currency,  “In  God  We  Trust,”  and  con¬ 
fidently  refer  to  ours  as  a  Christian  nation.  Sure¬ 
ly  we  are  God’s  favorites.  Amos  might  properly 
say  to  us,  speaking  for  God,  “Ye  only  have  I 
known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth.”  How 
eagerly  we  cry  “Amen”  to  such  a  statement;  how 
happy  we  should  be  if  he  would  stop  there.  But 
Amos  cannot  end  with  this.  Whether,  or  not,  we 
shall  listen  to  him,  he  is  constrained  to  continue. 

Of  Our  Sins 

Surely,  Amos  would  speak  of  our  indulgence 
in  alcohol;  of  the  ten  billion  dollars  spent  in  its 
legal  purchase,  and  of  the  hundreds  of  millions, 
illegally,  of  the  70,000,000  who  drink,  2/3  of  our 
adult  population;  of  the  5,000,000  alcoholics,  !4 
of  them  women,  of  the  crime,  poverty,  and 
wretchedness  which  result  from  such  excesses. 
We  drink  our  liquor  in  bowlfuls. 

Amos  would  score  our  sexual  immorality. 
The  number  arrested  for  sex  offenses,  the  200,000 
illegitimate  births  in  1956,  the  pornographic  pic¬ 
tures  and  literature  sold,  the  torrid  movies,  the 
erotic  novels  and  magazine  stories,  and  those  on 
a  higher  level,  with  sex  deliberately  written  in 
for  sales  value,  the  psychiatrists  who  stress  the 
danger  of  suppression,  and  encourage  free  ex¬ 
pression  of  our  urges;  this  would  give  Amos 
enough  to  start  on. 

This  modern  Amos  certainly  would  lament 
the  breakdown  of  family  life.  Perhaps  referring 
to  the  judge  who  stated  that  “America  is  the  most 
divorced  country  in  the  world,”  and  the  fact  that 
there  is  one  divorce  for  every  three  marriages; 
more  than  1,000  a  day,  400,000  a  year  involving 
more  than  a  million  people,  besides  the  deser¬ 
tions,  the  separations;  the  families,  with  love  at 
an  end,  who  stay  together  only  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  or  for  financial  reasons,  —  with  all  the 
bitterness,  suffering  and  heartache  that  such  con¬ 
ditions  entail. 

Amos  would  cry  aloud  about  our  crime  rate, 
and  our  indifference  to  human  life.  He  would 
undoubtedly  touch  upon  the  tens  of  thousands 
killed,  and  the  hundreds  of  thousands  injured  in 
automobile  accidents  every  year,  and  to  the 
nearly  25,000  murders  and  suicides  annually,  the 
abortions,  that  are  estimated  at  between  a  half¬ 
million  to  a  million  yearly,  the  2%  million  major 
crimes  committed  last  year,  53%  by  those  under 
18. 

Perhaps  Amos  would  stress  at  greater  length 
the  gulf  that  exists  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  There  are  those  who  have  winter  homes, 
and  summer  homes.  He  would  speak  of  rural 
slums,  and  urban  slums;  as  he  walks  through 
any  city  he  finds  sections  where  there  is  room 
for  the  children  to  play,  and  for  their  parents  to 
have  gardens.  Not  far  away  there  are  areas 
which  stand  in  gloomy  contrast — crowded,  drab, 
dirty,  dark,  brightened  a  bit  by  an  occasional  red 
geranium  which  raises  its  brave  head  above  a 
tin  can. 

Our  Religious  Pretensions 

We  have  heard  enough,  and  like  Amaziah, 
we  would  wish  our  Amos  to  go  back  to  his  rug¬ 
ged  mountains.  We  cry  in  defense  quoting  one 
of  our  eminent  theologians,  that  "we  are  more 
religious  than  other  nations;”  and  we  add  in 
support,  that  more  than  60%  of  our  people  be¬ 
long  to  some  church  or  synagogue,  that  our 
churches  are  filled,  that  we  are  spending  a  billion 
dollars  a  year  on  new  buildings,  that  our  gifts 
for  all  causes  are  at  an  all-time  high.  Surely 

God  must  know  all  this  and  be  pleased  with  us _ 

but  not  the  God  of  Amos.  The  prophet  will  not 
let  us  off:  Hear  him! 

God  is  personal — how  real  is  your  religion? 
Do  you  know  Him? 

God  is  sovereign — do  you  put  Him  first?  Are 
your  aims  in  life  spiritual? 


God  is  righteous — with  Him  morality  and  re¬ 
ligion,  everyday  life  and  worship  must  be  bound 
together;  His  concern  is  not  for  the  size  of  your 
country,  your  armies,  your  cities,  your  houses, 
your  cars,  your  bank  accounts,  or  stock-holdings, 
your  school  and  college  enrollments,  your  church 
membership,  or  budgets;  His  concern  is  for  the 
way  you  are  keeping  His  law — how  fully  the 
teachings  of  Christ  are  wrought  into  your  life 
with  your  fellows,  the  ideals  He  has  set  before 
you,  His  example  followed! 

The  prophet  Amos  has  only  to  look  at  our 
advertising,  its  purpose,  and  its  appeal  to  con¬ 
demn  us.  Does  it  not  seek  to  make  us  unhappy 
with  what  we  have;  does  it  not  call  us  to  spend 
more,  to  buy  more,  to  avoid  denying  ourselves, 
to  borrow,  and  enjoy  life  now?  There  is  no  need 
for  a  down  payment.  We  can  have  three  years 
to  finish  paying  for  this,  or  that,  gadget. 

What  About  Our  Response? 

Has  the  Church,  or  the  nation  responded 
properly  and  gratefully  to  God’s  goodness?  Can 
we  hope  for  His  continued  blessing?  Do  we  de¬ 
serve  it?  Have  we  worthily  expressed  our  grat¬ 
itude,  not  just  in  words,  but  in  upright  and  kind 
lives?  Must  not  Amos  call  us  to  repentance,  utter 
the  same  cry  that  Israel  heard,  “Seek  the  Lord, 
and  live;”  not  just  by  going  to  church  oftener, 
or  giving  more  than  we  have  done,  or  by  stricter 
Sabbath  observance,  or  assemblin'1  on  national 
holidays  like  this  Thanksgiving  Day;  but  by 
hearkening  to  the  prophet  as  he  says,  “seek  good, 
and  not  evil,”  “let  justice  roll  down  like  waters, 
and  righteousness  like  an  overflowing  stream.” 

Righteousness  Depends  On  Repentance 

Someone  has  said  that  we  “are  living  in  the 
most  impressive  climax  of  history.”  That  seems 
true  for  our  country,  for  involved  in  our  turning 
to  God  is  not  only  our  own  future,  but  so  far  as 
we  can  see  now,  the  future  of  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth.  In  a  real  sense  on  America’s  re¬ 
pentance,  and  new  devotion  to  God  hangs  the 
fate  of  the  world.  I  am  sure  that  America’s  re¬ 
pentance,  the  revival  of  true  religion  will  not 
come  until  we  who  call  ourselves  Christians  are 
so  significantly  different  from  those  who  make 
no  claim  to  be  His  followers,  so  much  like  our 
Lord  in  our  willingness  to  serve  and  sacrifice, 
that  we  shall  convince  those  outside  the  Church 
of  the  reality  of  the  Christian  religion,  that  it 
does  change  lives,  and  causes  people  to  feel  in 
this  day  of  uncertainty,  tension,  constant  danger, 
and  fear,  their  need  of  the  presence  and  power 
of  our  Lord  in  their  own  hearts. 

Probably  other  people  judge  us  most  readily 
by  our  relation  to  money.  How  we  make  it;  save 
it;  spend  it;  give  it.  I  am  not  thinking  about 
those  who  have  much;  but  about  all  of  us.  This 
people  can  see,  and  understand.  It  might  be  to 
them  the  clearest  evidence  whether  or  not  we 
had  obeyed  our  Lord’s  commandment  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves,  and  to  love  God  with  all 
our  hearts. 

Back  in  the  Old  Testament  that  ancient 
prophet  Amos  held  before  the  people  of  Israel 
the  alternative  to  repentance.  Seek  God  and  live; 
if  not  then  doom!  The  judgment  of  God  is  in¬ 
evitable.  In  the  thinking  of  Amos  sin  carries  in 
it  the  seeds  of  its  own  destruction. 

Christ's  Way  And  Judgment 

Recently  I  picked  up  again,  a  book  by  Soro- 
ken,  entitled,  Man  and  Society  in  Calamity,  and 
found  him  saying  at  the  very  end  of  the  book 
that  the  best  way  out  of  this  crisis  was  marvel¬ 
ously  formulated  long  ago.  “Therefore,  I  say  unto 
you,  Take  no  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  shall 
eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink;  nor  yet  for  your 
body,  what  ye  shall  put  on.  But  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you  .  .  .” 

Unless  we  follow  Christ’s  teaching,  Soroken 
affirms  that  "the  way  out  will  always  be  the 
‘way  of  death,’  ordeal  and  destruction.”  He  seems 
to  speak  to  us,  almost  as  did  Amos  to  Israel,  “Ye 
only  have  I  blessed  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth; 
therefore — we  like  Israel,  have  to  face  that  aw¬ 
ful  word;  “therefore  I  will  punish  you  for  all 
your  iniquities”  .  .  .  “seek  good,  and  not  evil” 

.  .  .  “Seek  the  Lord  and  live!” 

If  we  as  Americans  do  not  do  this,  who 
knows — there  is  the  counterpart  of  Assyria,  on 
our  not-too-far  horizon! 
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The  Last  Days  of  a  Poet  Laureate 


The  United  Nations  Way  to  Freedom 


By  Edgar  and  Elizabeth  Miller 


We  must  tell  you  of  our  Laxmi 
Presad  Derkota,  the  Poet  Laureate 
of  Nepal.  In  September  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  our  hospital  to  spend  his 
few  remaining  days,  a  victim  of 
cancer.  We  used  all  the  scientific 
methods  we  could  to  alleviate  his 
suffering  and  tortured  body.  For 
this  he  was  extremely  grateful. 

Each  day  he  kept  fading  away 
and  after  a  week  requested  to  be 
taken  in  our  old  disheveled  ambu¬ 
lance-freight  truck  to  Pashpatti,  the 
sacred  shrine  of  the  Hindus  along 
the  banks  of  the  Bagmati  River. 


This  request  was  granted,  but  after 
48  hours  he  asked  to  be  brought 
back  to  the  hospital. 

Our  distinguished  patient’s  mind 
remained  very  clear,  an  he  would 
compose  poetry  either  writing  it 
with  his  weakened  hand  or  dictat¬ 
ing  it.  He  was  deeply  imbedded  in 
the  Hindu  faith  but  being  in  a 
Christian  atmosphere,  he  could 


Editor's  Note:  Drs.  Edgar  and 
Elizabeth  Miller  were  distin¬ 
guished  physicians  for  almost  30 
years  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  be¬ 
fore  they  gave  up  their  practices 
in  1956  to  become  Methodist 
medical  missionaries  to  the  little 
Himalayan  country  of  Nepal.  Dr. 
Edgar  Miller  was  a  heart  special¬ 
ist  and  Dr.  Elizabeth  Miller  a 
pediatrician.  For  the  last  three 
years,  they  have  been  part  of  the 
international,  interdenomination¬ 
al  United  Christian  Mission  to 
Nepal.  Both  work  in  the  mis¬ 
sion's  principal  hospital  in  Kath¬ 
mandu,  capital  of  Nepal.  This 
story  comes  from  a  recent  letter 
to  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 


MINUTES 
that  make 
the  day 

Five  minutes  spent  in  daily  devotions  can  be 
the  most  rewarding  part  of  your  day. 

In  this  short  time,  you  and  your  family  can 
find  spiritual  refreshment,  guidance,  and 
strength,  and  experience  a  closeness  with 
God  and  with  each  other. 

The  Upper  Room  provides  material  for  your 
daily  devotions.  Each  day  it  brings  a  fresh, 
inspiring  message  in  Scripture,  meditation, 
prayer  and  thought-for-the-day. 

Start  the  New  Year  right  by  planning  to 
practice  daily  devotions.  Join  the  world-wide 
host  of  Christian  worshipers  who  lift  their 
hearts  each  day  through  the  use  of  The 
Upper  Room. 

Order  the  J anuary -February  number 
now.  Ten  -or  more  copies  to  one 
address ,  7*  per  copy.  Individual  sub¬ 
scriptions  (by  mail)  $1  a  wcar,  5 
years  for  $2.  Air  mail  edition  for 
service  men  and  youth ,  same  price. 
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A  filmstrip  in  color  (70)  frames 
with  two  reading  scripts — one  for 
general  use,  the  other  directed  to¬ 
ward  the  women  of  the  churches. 
Produced  by  the  United  Church 
Women  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  distributed  through 
the  Council’s  Broadcasting  and  Film 
Commission.  Sale  Price,  $7.00. 

Presented  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  special  concern  of  the  church, 


this  filmstrip  is  unique  to  all  others 
related  to  the  United  Nations.  Ac¬ 
tual  color  photographs  of  U.N. 
Headquarters  and  projects  in  many 
countries  are  accompanied  by  a 
lively  narrative.  Effective  charts 
and  diagrams  clarify  this  vast  and 
complex  organization.  Dramatic 
photographs  illustrate  that  our 
world  shrinks  as  our  neighborhood 
boundaries  expand. 


scarcely  yield  from  accepting  Christ 
outwardly  as  his  savior.  We  are 
sure  that  he  did  inwardly.  In  fact, 
he  asked  to  be  baptized  which,  of 
course,  by  Nepali  law  we  are  not 
allowed  to  do.  But  we  did  have 
prayer  together  and  read  the  Bible 


together. 

Mr.  Derkota  was  a  keen  logician 
and  interpreter,  not  only  of  his 
physical  happenings  but  of  his  deep 
spiritual  feelings.  He  composed  sev¬ 
eral  poems  for  us.  The  tragic  yet 
beautiful  end  came  on  a  Sunday. 
Before  his  death,  hundreds  of 
Nepalis  had  gathered  to  pay  their 
respects  to  this  dying  man.  There 
was  an  atmosphere  of  reverence 
and  holiness. 

A  week  after  Mr.  Derkota’s  death, 
a  huge  gathering  assembled  under 
a  large  tree  sacred  to  the  Hindus. 
Around  the  tree  was  a  large  circu¬ 
lar  platform  used  as  a  speaker’s 
stand.  The  occasion  was  a  memorial 
service  for  Laxmi  Prasad  Derkota. 

There  must  have  been  at  least  3,- 
000  persons  present,  including  1,000 
students.  The  family  had  asked  me 
(Dr.  Edgar  Miller)  to  be  present. 
They  were  eulogizing  the  great 
poet,  when  suddenly  I  was  asked 
to  step  up  to  the  microphone  and 
speak.  How  I  wished  my  Nepali 
could  have  come  to  my  rescue,  but 
in  English,  with  the  Lord’s  help  and 
guidance,  I  made  an  effort.  There 
were  at  least  15  speakers,  including 
the  Nepali  Prime  Minister,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cabinet,  the  Indian  Am¬ 
bassador  and  various  poets.  What 
a  rich  experience  it  was  for  me  to 
share  a  relationship  with  the  Ne¬ 
palis  as  they  memorialized  their  re¬ 
spected  and  beloved  Poet  Laureate. 


Make  the  money  your 
church  group,  lodge,  or 
civic  club  needs. 

Sell  Delicious,  Quality 

BENSON'S 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

75°/o  fruits  and  nuts 

Sliced  &  Holiday  Packaged 

$1  PROFIT  PER  SALE 

Free  Sales  Kit  tells  you  how, 
furnishes  publicity  materials. 
Choose  the  money-maker  your 
customers  will  appreciate. 

SEND  FOR  DETAILS  NOW  I 


Please  send  details  on  your 
cake,  plan,  prices,  terms, 
BONUS  and  $1,000  SCHOL¬ 
ARSHIP  OFFER  to: 

N  ame _ 


Organization- 
Address _ 


BENSON'S 

Box  71 — Athens,  Ga. 


OAK  TABLES 
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CHAIRS 


- - 


For  immediate  shipment  from  warehouse 
stock. 

Styled  for  simplicity,  durability  and  maxi¬ 
mum  comfort ...  a  perfect  combination  for 
truly  exceptional  educational  furniture. 
Write  for  free  catalog  No.  58. 
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AND 

SONS 


WACO,  TEXAS 


DESIGNERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  DISTINCTIVE  CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Little  Rock ’s  ONL  Y  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 
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You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 
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The  world',  mo, I  widely  u,ed  devotional  guide 

37  Editions  —  31  Languages 

1908  GRAND  AVE.  N AS HVILLE  5 ,  TEN N . 


* Department  Store  * 


) 


/wtiA/Sfafo  *  CAPITOL  AVENUE  AT  CENTER  A 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Fourteen 


Neivs  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Bishop  Hanns  Lilje  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  will  teach  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York 
City,  as  “Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
Visiting  Professor,”  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  semester  of  the  1959-60  academ¬ 
ic  year.  Bishop  Lilje  is  chairman  of 
the  United  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  Germany  (VELKD),  an 
officer  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and  a  former  president 

★  Bad  Pictures? 

★  Bad  Sound? 

jf  or  completely  broken  down? 

Let  JUNGKIND'S  Repair  Your 

Photographic  Equipment. 

Complete  Photographic 

REPAIR  FACILITIES 

Authorized  Dealer  for  KODAK 

And  BELL  &  HOWELL  Equip- 
;  ment  and  Repairs. 

Ask  About  Our  Complete 
AUDIO-VISUAL 
EQUIPMENT  &  SUPPLIES 

Rental  Service 

yuac/fatad 

COMPANY 
FR  5-4661 

206  Main  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation. 


The  average  life  span  of  Indian 
Americans  is  35  years  compared  to 
60  years  for  the  rest  of  the  U.  S. 
population,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  “Indian  Committee’  is  told. 
According  to  J.  Nixon  Hadley,  of  the 
Public  Health  Service’s  Division  of 
Indian  Health,  the  health  of  Indian 
Americans  and  non-white  Alaskans 
constitutes  a  national  problem.  In 
the  four  years  since  Congress  as¬ 
signed  responsibility  for  the  health 
of  some  347,500  Indians  in  24  states, 
and  of  37,500  Indians,  Aleuts  and 
Eskimos  in  Alaska  to  the  Public 
Health  Service,  he  says,  the  tubercu¬ 
losis  death  rate  has  dropped  40  per 
cent.  “However,  the  Indian  death 
rate  from  tuberculosis  is  still  about 
four  times  higher  than  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  population,”  he  declares,  “and 
in  Alaska  is  about  11  times  greater.” 
Mr.  Hadley  notes  that  while  the 
infant  death  rate  has  dropped  12 
per  cent,  it  still  constitutes  23  per 
cent  of  all  Indian  deaths  compared 
to  7  per  cent  of  the  population  as 
a  whole.  This  situation,  he  said, 
cannot  be  improved  until  the  edu¬ 
cation  and  economic  conditions  of 
the  Indian  are  improved.  The  Indian 


CHURCH  PEWS 


Any  Church  Can  Afford 
Write  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Phone  246  Booneville,  Ark. 


Committee,  of  which  Miss  Dorothy 
Bucklin  is  chairman,  is  asking  the 
National  Council’s  Bureau  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Survey  to  plan  a  study 


Manufacturers  of: 

G 

OWNS 

■  •  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 

|  RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 

Church  Furniture  •  Altar 
_  Brass  •  Communion  Sets 
Embroideries  •  Hanging* 
~  CATALOG  ON  REQUEST  , , 
WRITE-DEPT.  44 


of  the  churches’  total  Indian  mis¬ 
sion. 


Whitehall  Court 

El  Dorado’s  Finest 

In  City  -  U.  S.  Hiway  82  West 

Best  Western  -  AAA 
Swimming  Pool-Air  Conditioned 
Wall  to  Wall  Carpeting 
Television  -  Radio  -  Telephones 

El  Dorado,  Arkansas 
Telephone  UN  3-4136 


What  is  happening 
to  your  tax  dollars? 

#  When  you  look  into  it,  you  find  that 
a  big  part  of  your  taxes  is  spent  need¬ 
lessly  for  federal  “public  power.” 

The  pressure  groups  for  govern¬ 
ment  electricity  are  busy  right  now,  try¬ 
ing  to  get  .$10,000,000,000  in  tax  money 
for  federal  “public  power”  projects  in 
certain  areas  of  the  country — unneces¬ 
sarily  —  because  independent  electric 
companies  like  yours  are  able  and  ready 
to  provide  all  the  electricity  the  nation 
needs. 

More  than  $5,500,000,000  has  al¬ 
ready  been  spent  on  these  costly  “public 
power”  projects.  Does  it  make  any 
sense  to  spend  still  more? 


ARKANSAS  COMPANY 

HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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Cornerstone  Laying  ceremonies  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  were  held  October  25  at  4:00  p.m.  Shown  at  the  ceremonies  are, 
I.  to  r..  Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert,  pastor;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin;  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  district  superintendent;  and  Rev.  A.  M.  Baker,  associate  pastor. 

Gcal  of  14  New  Congregations  in  Next  Decade 

Iowa  Methodists  In  Special  Sessions 
Adopt  Comprehensive  Ten-Year  Program 

Des  Moines  (MI) — Iowa  Meth-  —  ' 

odists  have  adopted  a  comprehensive 
ten-year  program  aimed  at  three 
problems  growing  out  of  a  changing 
Iowa — declining  rural  populations, 
increasing  urban  populations,  and  a 
shortage  of  ministers. 

Meeting  in  special  sessions,  the 
North  and  South  Iowa  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  approved  a  minimum  goal 
of  14  new  congregations  in  the  state 
in  the  next  decade  and  the  linking 
or  merging  of  present  congregations 
so  that  each  pastor  will  have  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  400  parishioners. 

Funds  available  for  assistance  to 
new  churches  will  be  doubled  and  a 
method  is  being  sought  to  put  the 
credit  of  the  conference  behind 
building  programs  by  the  new  fel¬ 
lowships. 

Moving  to  strengthen  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  existing  churches,  the 
South  Iowa  Conference  approved  the 
addition  of  a  seventh  district  to 
bring  the  size  of  such  groupings 
more  in  line  with  the  national  aver¬ 
age  and  give  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  more  time  for  personal  help 
to  small  churches  and  their  pastors. 

Both  conferences  approved  a  study 
each  four  years  to  see  that  churches 
were  assigned  to  the  district  which 
would  help  realization  of  their  full¬ 
est  potential. 

Turning  to  the  shortage  of  min¬ 
isters,  the  sessions  approved  an  ag¬ 
gressive  program  of  ministerial  re¬ 
cruitment  designed  to  help  provide 
the  estimated  300  new  pastors  who 
will  be  needed  in  the  state  in  the 
next  ten  years. 

All  the  recommendations  grew  out 
of  a  year-long  study  in  which  more 
than  2,500  man-hours  were  expeded 
at  all  levels  of  church  life.  There  are 
more  than  940  Methodist  churches 
in  Iowa  and  about  300,000  church 
members. 

“An  inspiring  fact  about  the  ses¬ 
sions  is  that  our  conferences  took 
such  a  forward-looking  view  of  our 
Iowa  problems  and  were  willing  to 
march  ahead  to  their  solution, 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  said  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  gatherings. 

Noting  the  fact  that  each  of  the 
two  sessions  was  held  on  the  same 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 


Nov.  19  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer¬ 
ence 

Nov.  19  Lafayette  District  Conference 

Nov.  20  Lake  Charles  District  Conf. 

Nov.  22  Harvest  Festival  (Town  and 
Country  Commission) 

Dec.  6  Commitment  Day  (Board  of 
Temperance) 

Dec.  20  Methodist  Home-Hospital  Sun¬ 
day 

Deg.  27  Student  Recognition  Day 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub- 
licatlon. 


Centenary 
College  News 

Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  Centenary  College,  is  speak¬ 
ing  on  the  college  and  its  program  at 
a  series  of  Methodist  district  confer¬ 
ences  this  week.  He  spoke  Monday 
at  the  Monroe  district  event  in  Vida- 
lia  and  on  Tuesday  at  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  Ruston  district  events  at 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church,  re¬ 
spectively.  District  superintendents 
are  the  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  the 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend  and  the  Rev. 
Luman  Douglas,  respectively.  Yes¬ 
terday  he  spoke  at  the  Shreveport 
district  conference  in  the  Broadmoor 
Church,  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  super¬ 
intendent.  Today  he  will  address  the 
Lafayette  district  conference  at  the 
First  Church  in  Franklin  and  the 
Baton  Rouge  district  event  at  the 
First  Church  in  Franklinton,  and 
tomorrow  he  will  speak  at  the  Lake 
Charles  district  event  at  the  First 
Church  in  DeQuincy.  District  super¬ 
intendents,  respectively,  are  the  Rev. 
R.  R.  Branton,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Poole 
and  the  Rev.  Sam  Nader. 


day  as  two  of  Iowa’s  heaviest  early- 
season  snowstorms  in  25  years, 
Bishop  Ensley  said  that  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  people  “to  travel  200  miles 
over  ice-packed  highways  in  order 
to  be  at  the  conference  sessions  was 
sufficient  testimony  in  itself  of  the 
interest  of  our  people  in  the  work 
of  the  Church.” 

Other  actions  of  the  special  ses¬ 
sions  included: 

— A  revision  of  procedures  and  an 
expansion  of  staff  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education; 

— Approval  of  plans  for  the  provid¬ 
ing  of  substantial  funds  for  capital 
improvements  at  the  four  Meth¬ 
odist  colleges  in  the  state — the  ex¬ 
act  amount  to  be  determined  later, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  present 
record  level  of  regular  support; 

— Continuing  study  of  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  needs; 

— Approval  of  inquiries  expected  to 
result  in  a  tripling  of  facilities  for 
care  of  the  aging; 

— Exploration  of  a  home  for  juv¬ 
eniles;  and 

— Providing  for  a  new  state  head¬ 
quarters  in  Des  Moines. 


Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  spoke  Tuesday 
at  an  evening  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Springhill 
Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  W. 
Ralph  Cain,  pastor.  Dr.  Mickle  dis¬ 
cussed  Centenary  College,  its  prog¬ 
ress  and  its  goals. 


Dr.  J.  Howard  Allen,  dean  of 
students,  and  Mrs.  Sue  Boydston, 
enrollment  counsellor,  were  among 
the  speakers  at  the  annual  College 
Guidance  program  sponsored  by  the 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  chapter  of  the 
American  Assn,  of  University  Wom¬ 
en  for  high  school  juniors  and  sen¬ 
iors  in  and  around  Vicksburg.  The 
program  opened  Tuesday  and  is  con¬ 
tinuing  through  today.  Dean  Allen 
met  with  male  students,  and  Mrs. 
Boydston  discussed  the  Centenary 
College  program  with  the  young 
women. 


James  Ezra  Hodges  from  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  was  among  the 
155  students  entering  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  to  pursue  studies 
leading  to  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
degree  at  Emory  University  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Georgia. 

In  this  fall  quarter  Mr.  Hodges 
will  begin  studies  in  Old  Testament, 
Church  History,  Preaching,  and  Mis¬ 
sions.  In  addition  to  these,  the  nine 
quarter  program  will  include  courses 
in  Theology,  Religion  and  Society, 
Counseling,  Christian  Education,  the 
organization  and  operation  of  the 
local  church. 

More  than  400  students  have  reg¬ 
istered  for  the  Fall  Quarter.  Classes 
meet  four  days  a  week  and  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  students  serve  ap¬ 
pointments  in  the  conferences  near 
Emory. 

"We  are  encouraged  about  the 
future  of  Methodism  by  the  quality 
of  men  studying  for  the  ministry," 
Doctor  William  R.  Cannon,  Dean  of 
Methodism's  largest  seminary,  says. 


A  Choir  supper  was  held  recently  at  Asbury  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette.  The  Chancel  Choir  composed  of  24  members,  is  directed  by 
Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler.  Mrs.  Jesse  Wright  is  the  accompanist.  Plans  were  made 
at  the  supper  for  the  annual  Christmas  Cantata,  to  be  presented  on  Sunday, 
December  20.  The  Cantata  will  be  Handel's  Christmas  Messiah.  This  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  presented  also  in  at  least  two  neighboring  churches  by  the 

9r°UPPictured  left  to  right:  Mrs.  J.  P.  Gabal,  Mrs.  Wright,  Mrs  Jim  Mack, 
Mrs.  Ed  Richards,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber,  Hardy  Branton  and  Mrs.  Byrl  Moreland. 
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Bishop  Holt  To 
Nebraska  Area 


Will  Serve  Until  Meeting 
Of  Jurisdictional  Conference 


Retired  Methodist  Bishop  Ivan 
Lee  Holt  of  St.  Louis,  a  native  Ar¬ 
kansan,  has  been  reactivated  and 
assigned  to  administer  the  church’s 
Nebraska  Area,  left  vacant  by  the 
death  on  November  3  of  Bishop  H. 
Bascom  Watts,  another  native  Ar¬ 
kansan.  Bishop  Holt  and  the  late 
Bishop  Watts  are  the  only  two  Ar¬ 
kansans  who  has  been  made  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops. 


Announcement  of  Bishop  Holt’s 
assignment  to  Nebraska  was  made 
Nov.  19  by  Bishop  Dana  Dawson 
of  Topeka,  Kansas,  president  of  the 
South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Holt 
will  assume  his 
new  duties  im- 
med  i  a  t  e  1  y  and 
will  administer 
the  Nebraska 
Area  from  head¬ 
quarters  in  Lin¬ 
coln  until  the 
meeting  of  the 
South  Central 
Jurisdic  t  i  o  n  a  1 
Conference  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
June  22-26,  1960.  At  that  time  a 
new  bishop  will  be  assigned  to  the 
Nebraska  Area  for  the  1960-64 
quadrennium. 


Bishop  Ivan 
Lee  Holt 


Bishop  Holt  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1938  following  a  20- 
year  pastorate  at  St.  John’s  Church, 
S't.  Louis.  He  v/as  retired  in  1956 
after  six  years  as  a  bishop  in  Tex¬ 
as  and  New  Mexico  and  12  years  as 
head  of  the  Missouri  Area.  Widely 
known  as  a  leader  in  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  movement,  he  is  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  and  is  the  immediate  past 
President  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  His  global  ministry  has 
taken  him  overseas  nearly  50  times, 
and  he  has  preached  or  lectured  on 
every  continent. 

He  was  recently  honored  upon 
the  completion  of  50  vears  in  the 
Methodist  ministry.  His  first  pas¬ 
torate  was  the  University  Church  in 
St.  Louis.  He  also  served  for  three 
years  as  chaplain  and  professor  at 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dal¬ 
las.  Texas. 

He  earned  the  A.  B.  degree  at 
Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
and  the  Ph.D.  degree  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago.  Several  uni¬ 
versities  have  conferred  honorary 
doctorates  upon  him. 


Methodist  Men 
Seek  Books  For 
Alaska  University 

Methodist  Men  clubs  throughout 
the  country  will  hiark  the  first  an¬ 
niversary  of  Alaska’s  statehood  on 


NKS! 

/^BIlLond  ROSEMARY 
STARNES 

ELISABETHVILLE 


BELGIAN  CONGO 


With  sincere  appreciation  from  all  of  Elisabethville 
to  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Conferences  for  your  gifts 
which  have  built  a  beautiful  church  and  social  center 
at  Ruashi  (O.  C.  A.)  in  Elisabethville. 

The  above  hand -made  poster  was  sent  recently  to  Methodists  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  and  Louisiana  in  appreciation  of  their  help  given  African  Methodism 
by  Bill  and  Rosemary  Starnes,  Methodist  missionaries  in  the  Belgian  Congo, 
Africa. 


Jan.  3,  1960  by  climaxing  a  drive 
to  raise  $300,000  to  provide  books 
for  the  library  of  the  new  Alaska 
Methodist  University  at  Anchorage. 

Dr,  Don  Calame,  Chicago,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  department  of  Methodist 
Men  of  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Lay  Activities,  has  announced 
that  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  New 
Year  many  Methodist  Men  groups 
will  -present  either  their  gifts  or  re¬ 
ceipts  for  contributions  already 
made  to  the  Alaska  Methodist  Li¬ 
brary. 

He  emphasized  that  the  men’s 
groups  have  been  working  on  the 
project  for  some  time  and  that  Jan. 


3  will  simply  mark  the  culmination 
of  the  drive.  The  plan  calls  for 
cash  donations  for  the  purchase  of 
new  books  rather  than  the  gift  of 
used  volumes. 

An  appropriate  plaque  will  be 
attached  to  a  shelf  of  books  identi¬ 
fying  any  group  that  donates  $500 
or  more.  The  plan  also  provides 
for  recognition  of  an  individual 
donor  of  five  dollars  by  inscribing 
his  name  in  a  book. 

Dr.  Calame  said  that  it  is  hoped 
that  each  of  the  12,500  chartered 
groups  of  Methodist  Men  will  in¬ 
vest  a  minimum  of  one  “share”  of 
$27.50  in  the  library  fund. 


Many  Churches  To 
Observe  Methodist 
Anniversary  In  Dec. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Many 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
States  are  expected  to  celebrate  the 
175th  anniversary  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
America  December  27  to  January  3. 

Three  special  days  will  be  em¬ 
phasized  in  the  observance  —  Stu¬ 
dent  Recognition  Day,  Sunday,  De¬ 
cember  27;  New  Year’s  Eve;  and 
Covenant  Sunday,  January  3. 

On  the  annual  Student  Recogni¬ 
tion  Day,  Methodism’s  ministry  to 
its  college  students  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  a  175th  anniversary 
feature  will  be  a  play  about  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  Methodist  higher  edu¬ 
cation  in  this  country.  Entitled 
“The  New  Frontier,”  it  is  by  Kermit 
Hunter  and  was  written  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education  here. 

On  New  Year’s  Eve,  many  Meth¬ 
odists  will  see  the  old  year  out  and 
the  new  one  in  while  using  John 
Wesley’s  watch-night  service.  Oth¬ 
ers  will  use  a  new  watch-night 
service  prepared  for  the  175th  an¬ 
niversary  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Methodist  Board  sf  Evangelism 
here. 

On  January  3,  Methodists  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  observance  will  “re¬ 
new  their  covenant  with  God”  using 
a  special  service  of  worship  com¬ 
memorating  the  175th  anniversary. 

In  addition,  is  it  expected  that 
some  churches  will  have  special 
programs  for  Wednesday  and  Sun¬ 
day  nights,  and  that  church  schools, 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowships,  and 
other  church  organizations  will 
commemorate  the  event.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Educat'on  has  nre- 
pared  a  program,  “Again  Pioneers.” 
for  use  in  Sunday  school  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  Evening  Fellowshins. 

Some  churches  are  exoected  to 
follow  un  the  observance  with 
study  classes  on  Methodist  historv. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Arnerica 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  December  3 -Dec.  12  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Deo.  3  .  Romans  12:1-21 

Dec.  4  .  1  Corinthians  13:1-13 

Dec.  5  .  Acts  9:10-31 

Dec.  6  .  Matthew  5:1-16 

Dec.  7  .  Matthew  5:17-32 

Dec.  8  . Matthew  5:33-48 

Dec.  9  .  Matthew  6:1-15 

Dec.  10  .  Matthew  6:16-34 

Dec.  11  .  Matthew  7:1-12 

Dec.  12  .  Matthew  7:13-28 


Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  Holds 
Its  Semi-Annual  Meeting  in  Arizona 


Mrs.  Marilyn  Hurley,  staff  member  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The 
Louisiana  Methodist,  is  shown  inspecting  a  display  of  UNICEF  greeting 
cards.  The  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  as  a  service 
to  their  readers  and  other  friends  of  UNICEF,  have  a  large  stock  of  these 
cards  on  hand  and  are  making  them  available  at  regular  price.  Proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  the  cards  are  used  by  UNICEF  in  helping  needy  children 
throughout  the  world.  Pictures  of  the  cards  and  an  order  form  are  found 
on  page  14  of  this  week's  issue.  The  publications  have  an  adequate  stock 
of  these  cards  and  will  fill  orders  immediately  in  any  quantities.  Make 
checks  payable  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist  or  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 


“Stop  Driving 
Us  Crazy9 ? 

A  new  10-minute  film  may  help 
save  a  lot  of  lives. 

Called  “Stop  Driving  Us  Crazy,” 
is  it  a  humorous  fantasy  on  a  seri¬ 
ous  subject  —  the  mounting  toll  of 
traffic  accidents. 

The  animated  color  cartoon  is 
aimed  at  getting  teen-age  church 
and  school  groups  to  discuss  “How 
religious  faith  applies  to  driving  a 
car.” 

It  describes  the  adventures  of 
Rusty,  a  little  visitor  from  outer 
space  who  looks  like  a  car.  He  can’t 
communicate  with  “two  legs,”  onxy 
with  “beings  who  look  like  me, 
called  cars.” 

Rusty  finds  that  earth  people  talk 
a  lot  about  loving  one  another,  be¬ 
ing  your  brother’s  keeper  and  re¬ 
specting  the  rights  of  others.  But 
at  the  wheel  of  a  car  they  “say  one 
thing  and  do  another.” 

“Stop  Driving  Us  Crazy”  was 
produced  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance,  Washington,  D.  C., 
in  consultation  with  the  National 
Safety  Council  and  the  President’s 
Committee  for  Traffic  Safety. 

The  first  animated  film  produced 
by  a  Methodist  agency,  it  features 
top  talent  from  the  worlds  of  tele¬ 
vision,  motion  pictures,  music  and 
art. 

Rental  prints  are  available 
throueh  the  12  regional  film  li¬ 
braries  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 


This  is  Rusty,  a  creature 
from  outer  space  who  looks 
like  a  car.  The  "hero"  of  a 
new  color  film,  "Stop  Driv- 
ing  Us  Crazy,"  he  learns  the 
hard  way  that  many  earth 
people  forget  a  1 1  about 
Christian  ethics  when  they 
drive  a  car. 


Four  Conferences 
On  Spiritual  Birth 
And  Growth  Slated 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Four 
conferences  on  spiritual  birth  and 
growth  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  of 
The  Methodist  Church  between 
January  1  and  February  18,  1960. 

One  of  the  conferences  will  be 
for  laymen  and  three  for  ministers. 
The  laymen’s  conference  will  be 
January  1-3  at  the  Kenlake  Hotel 
at  Kentucky  Lake,  near  Hardin,  Ky. 

The  ministers’  conferences  will 
be  January  5-8  at  Lake  Murray 
Lodge,  Ardmore,  Okla.  (This  one 
is  sponsored  jointly  by  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  and  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Council) ; 
January  26-29  at  Assembly  Inn, 
Montreat,  N.  C.;  and  February  16-18 
at  Flanders  Hotel,  Ocean  City,  N.J. 

“The  conferences  are  for  person¬ 
al  uplift  and  inspiration,”  said  Dr. 
Thomas,  “and  for  deeper  study  of 
the  bosic  essentials  of  Methodist 
theology  and  experience.” 


PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (MI) — Arizona  Methodists  vied  with  their  state’s 
widely-acclaimed  sunshine  in  extending  a  warm  welcome  to  the  church’s 
Council  of  Bishops  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  here  Nov.  17-20. 

Governor  Paul  Fannin  and  Mayor-elect  Sam  Mardian,  Jr.,  of  Phoenix, 
both  active  Methodist  laymen,  headed  a  list  of  some  300  churchmen  who 
attended  a  dinner  in  honor  of  the  visiting  episcopal  leaders  and  their  wives. 
Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  president-designate  of 
the  council  for  1960,  was  host  to  his  distinguished  colleagues. 

Sharing  with  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  in  making  the  visitors  feel  at 
home  were  the  seven  district  superintendents  of  the  Southern  California- 
Arizona  Annual  Conference  and  many  pastors  and  lay  leaders  of  churches 
in  the  area. 


Methodist  Conf . 
Begins  Loan  Fund 
To  Aid  Churches 

Los  Angeles,  (MI)  —  Churches 
over  the  well-known  financial  bar¬ 
rel  may  soon  get  help  from  a  legion 
of  investors  being  rallied  by  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference. 

The  plan  —  called  the  Steward¬ 
ship  Loan  Fund  —  has  the  backing 
of  the  Conference’s  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

The  Board  is  obtaining  funds  in 
units  of  $500  from  small  and  large 
investors  in  Southern  California 
and  Arizona.  One  check  has  come 
from  as  far  away  as  Hawaii.  The 
Board  pays  \Vz  per  cent  interest  to 
investors,  then  turns  around  and 
loans  the  money  to  churches  for 
building  purposes  at  514  per  cent. 

Dr.  J.  Wesley  Hole,  Conference 
treasurer  and  idea  man  behind  the 
plan,  says  many  people  have  wel¬ 
comed  this  as  an  opportunity  to 
earn  a  higher  rate  of  return  on 
their  investment,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  a  boost  to  churches  faced 
with  critical  building  problems. 

Already,  with  only  a  few  weeks 
start,  the  Stewardship  Loan  Fund 
has  zoomed  to  $100,000.  The  money 
has  come  from  laymen,  retired  min¬ 
isters,  church  secretaries,  widows 
and  relatives  of  ministers,  parents 
setting  up  educational  funds  for 
their  children. 

A  bank  president,  after  investi¬ 
gating  the  plan,  recommended  it  to 
a  client  without  qualification. 

And  churches  are  beginning  to 
file  for  loans.  Approved  loans  and 
those  in  process  total  $73,000. 

Conference  officials  say  they  do 
not  know  of  any  similar  plan  now 
in  operation  anywhere  in  Metho¬ 
dism. 

Dr.  Hole  said  he  hopes  the  fund 
will  reach  the  $1  million  limit  set 
by  the  Board  of  Missions. 

And  the  good  it  will  do?  Well, 
there  is  now  way  to  price  it. 


Principal  speaker  at  the  banquet 
was  the  noted  physicist,  Dr.  Joseph 
Kaplan  of  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  at  Los  Angeles,  who  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  U.  S. 
committee  on  the  International 
Geophysical  Year. 

Discussing  the  problem  of  edu¬ 
cating  for  survival  in  the  space  age, 
Dr.  Kaplan  emphasized  the  import¬ 
ance  of  broad  general  cultural 
training  rather  than  a  too  narrow 
preoccupation  with  scientific  re¬ 
search. 

The  bishops  voted  to  send  greet¬ 
ings  to  British  Methodists  upon  the 
dedication  of  the  boyhood  home  of 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  as  a  Meth¬ 
odist  “shrine.”  Bishop  Corson,  who 
is  vice  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  will  personally 
represent  the  bishops  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City  injected  a  triumphant 
note  into  the  council  meeting  when 
he  read  a  radiogram  reporting 
great  success  in  an  evangelistic  mis¬ 
sion  in  Korea.  Speaking  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Bishop  Smith  said  that  969 
persons  had  just  been  baptized  at 
Ewha  University  by  Dr.  Harry  Den¬ 
man  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  general 
secretary  of  the  board  and  head  of 
the  evangelistic  team  which  has 
been  working  in  Korea’s  schools 
and  colleges. 

Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  presided  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  council,  and  Bishop  Roy 
H.  Short  of  Nashville  served  as  sec¬ 
retary. 


TV  Program  to 
Deal  With  Meth. 
175th  Anniversary 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  The 
175th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism  will  be  the  subject  of 
the  CBS-TV  program  “Lamp  Unto 
My  Feet”  on  Sunday,  December  13, 
at  10  a.m.  (EST). 

The  program  will  describe  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  since  it  was  organized  in  the 
historic  “Christmas  Conference”  in 
Baltimore  in  1784. 


Among  the  periods  that  will  re¬ 
ceive  attention  in  the  program  will 
be  the  days  when  the  Methodist 
circuit  riders  helped  open  the  West, 
the  time  when  camp  meetings  filled 
the  wilderness  with  the  music  of 
hymns,  and  the  present  day. 

Playing  the  role  of  Methodist 
congregations  through  the  years 
will  be  the  choir  of  South  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Manchester,  Conn.  The 
choir  will  be  as  a  congregation 
rather  than  in  a  choir  loft  and  will 
sing  excerpas  from  some  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  outstanding  hymns  as  well 
as  other  musical  selections. 
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Ministerial  Group 
Scores  Early 
Christmas  Parades 

Raleigh,  N.  C.  (RNS)— Christmas 
parades  before  the  Yule  season 
were  strongly  opposed  by  the 
Raleigh  Ministerial  Union  here. 

It  sent  a  formal  protest  to  the 
local  Merchants  Bureau  for  sched¬ 
uling  a  Christmas  parade  prior  to 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Advent  sea¬ 
son.  The  Rev.  Walser  H.  Allen,  Jr., 
the  union’s  president,  said  an  appeal 
to  the  bureau  not  to  hold  the  parade 
was  disregarded. 

Meanwhile  Wesley  Williams,  the 
bureau’s  executive  secretary,  ad¬ 
mitted  the  parade  was  planned  pre¬ 
maturely  for  one  reason:  “It  stimu¬ 
lates  early  Christmas  shopping.” 


Religious  Leaders 
Hail  RIAL 
Campaign 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Leaders  of 
four  major  religious  bodies  in  this 
country  hailed  the  Religion  in 
American  Life  campaign  to  increase 
worship  attendance  at  churches  and 
synagogues  as  a  significant  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  deepening  of  Ameri> 
can  morals  and  spiritual  life. 

Lauding  the  national  program 
were  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  of 
Philadelphia,  stated  clerk  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  a  former  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches; 
Francis  Cardinal  Spellman,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  York;  Rabbi  Max  D. 
Davidson,  president  of  the  Syna¬ 
gogue  Council  of  America;  and 
Archbishop  Iakovos,  head  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of 
North  and  South  America. 

Dr.  Blake  said  that  the  RIAL 
Month  “is  significant  because  it  fo¬ 
cuses  attention  on  an  eternal  truth 
— that  the  chief  purpose  of  man’s 
life  is  to  praise  God  and  to  come 
into  eternal  communication  with 
Him.” 

Cardinal  Spellman  declared  that 
this  country’s  roots  “lie  deep  in  the 
rich  soil  of  religion,  and  as  in  the 
past,  she  has  drawn  her  strength 
from  her  profound  belief  in  God 
and  in  His  laws;  so,  I  believe,  will 
she  find  her  future  greatness  in  the 
religious  spirit  of  her  citizens.” 

RIAL  has  helped  “project  onto 
the  world  screen,”  said  Rabbi  Dav¬ 
idson,  “the  spiritual  values  and 
ideals  which  motivate  the  majority 
of  our  people  and  thereby  has  made 
an  outstanding  contribution  to 
strengthening  democracy  in  the 
eyes  of  men  and  women  in  the  un¬ 
committed  nations  of  the  world.” 

Archbishop  Iakovos  noted  that 
religious  faith,  “which'  builds  moral 
and  spiritual  character  for  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  the  community,  is  the 
basis  of  all  free  civilizations,  dif¬ 
ferentiating  them  from  all  other 
systems  that  are  not  compatible 
with  the  liberty  of  mind  and  the 
spirit  on  which  all  constructive  cul¬ 
tures  are  founded.” 

The  RIAL  campaign  is  promoted 
through  27  national  religious  groups 
and  their  churches  and  synagogues, 
as  well  as  many  leading  civic  or¬ 
ganizations.  It  is  sponsored  by  a 
70-member  lay  committee  compris¬ 
ing  men  and  women  of  various 
creeds. 


Chicago  (RNS) — A  MOVING  REMINDER.  A  routeman  attaches  one 
ol  3,000  posters  being  displayed  on  linen  supply  trucks  across  the  country 
to  encourage  worshippers  to  attend  church  regularly.  The  posters  carry 
the  theme  of  the  November  Religion  in  American  Life  campaign.  The  non¬ 
sectarian  organization  promotes  worship  attendance  at  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  nationally  through  contributed  advertising.  (RNS  photo) 


Laymen  Get 

Tips  on  Getting  Along  With  Minister 


NEW  YORK  (RNS) — An  executive  of  the  Congregational  Christian 
Churches  gave  tips  on  getting  along  with  a  minister  in  an  address  at  the 
annual  meeting  here  of  the  denomination’s  local  Laymen’s  Fellowship. 

“Pay  him— he  has  a  family  to  bring  up,  an  education  to  pay  for,  and 
no  hope  of  striking  it  rich,”  was  the  first  suggestion  by  Dr.  William  K. 
Newman,  head  of  the  Congregational  pension  boards. 

“Look  out  for  your  pastor’s  future — be  certain  that  when  he  retires  he 
may  do  so  honorably  and  respectably,”  Dr.  Newman  urged. 


“Give  him  a  chance  for  some 
family  life,”  he  said.  “Devise  a 
plan  which  will  enable  him  to 
spend  time  with  his  children  and 
wife.  Don’t  kick  if  he  takes  it. 

“Provide  for  his  continued  edu¬ 
cation.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
church  that  he  keep  up-to-date  on 
his  reading  and  have  time  (not  de¬ 
ducted  from  his  vacation)  to  go  to 
school  now  and  then. 

“Expect  thought  and  accept  it — 
you  will  not  always  agree  with  him. 
If  he  really  preaches  the  Gospel, 
you  must  expect  differences  of 
opinion  and  not  get  mad  when  you 
don’t  like  it. 

“Expect  hard  work  and  match  it. 
You  deserve  a  man  who  dedicates 
himself  to  the  job,  but  only  when 
you  are  willing  to  work  just  as 
hard  or  harder.” 

A  lawyer,  Dr.  Newman  also  listed 
what  he  considers  the  attributes  of 
a  conscientious  church  layman. 

First  of  these  is  honesty,  in  per¬ 
sonal,  business  and  church  life. 
“There  is  no  substitute  for  absolute 
and  unquestioned  integrity,”  he  de¬ 
clared. 

Other  qualities,  he  said,  include 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  and  of 
the  history,  doctrine,  thought  and 


program  of  the  Church;  an  “inquir¬ 
ing  mind”;  “zeal”  and  a  sense  of 
humor. 

“We  should  read  the  New  Yorker 
along  with  the  Bible,”  he  said.  “If 
we  cannot  look  at  ourselves  object¬ 
ively,  we  are  liable  to  fail  in  all 
our  efforts.” 

Lay  members,  he  added,  should 
“take  a  vital  part  in  the  spiritual 
life”  of  the  church  and  not  “con¬ 
cern  themselves  only  with  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  social  life.” 


A  “Year  of  Jubilee”  will  be  ob¬ 
served  in  1960-61  following  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  new  2,200,000-member 
American  Lutheran  Church  sched¬ 
uled  to  hold  its  constituting  con¬ 
vention  April  22-24,  1960.  With  the 
theme  “On  the  Way  Rejoicing,”  the 
year  will  be  devoted  to  prayer, 
Bible  study  and  evangelism  in  the 
new  church’s  5,000  congregations. 
A  special  $2,000,000  offering  for 
projects  including  missions,  theo¬ 
logical  education  and  charities  will 
be  sought  during  the  year.  The 
merger  will  unite  the  Evangelical, 
American  Lutheran  and  United 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches. 


President  Hails 
World-Wide  Bible 
Reading  Observance 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  hailed  the  16th  an¬ 
nual  World-wide  Bible  Reading 
observance  from  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas  in  a  letter  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society,  sponsor  of  the 
program. 

Mr.  Eisenhower  referred  to  his 
peace  message  broadcast  to  the 
world  from  space  last  year.  The 
President  described  transmittal  of 
his  recorded  Christmas  message 
from  “a  tiny  star”  in  orbit  as  “a 
dramatic  symbol  of  America’s  ef¬ 
fort  to  speak  to  our  neighbors  ev¬ 
erywhere  in  the  voice  of  hope  and 
charity.” 

“That  tiny  star  has  long  since 
been  consumed  in  the  atmosphere, 
but  the  model  for  it,  as  described 
in  the  pages  of  the  Bible,  can  never 
be  consumed,”  he  said.  “The  mes¬ 
sage  of  Scripture,  the  command¬ 
ments  and  promises  of  God,  remain 
the  same  from  age  to  age.  They 
are  a  constant  source  of  light  and 
strength.” 

Lists  of  suggested  Scripture  read¬ 
ings  for  the  30-day  period,  as  in 
previous  years,  have  been  published 
by  the  society  in  many  languages 
for  distribution  and  use  in  50  coun¬ 
tries.  Across  the  boundaries  of 
land  and  language,  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  each  day  read  identical  passages 
selected  by  the  society  and  listed 
on  bookmarks. 

Copies  of  a  small  booklet  con¬ 
taining  the  Christmas  Story  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke  as 
well  as  the  bookmarks  are  avail¬ 
able  free  from  the  American  Bible 
Society,  450  Park  Ave.,  New  York 
22,  N.Y. 

Housing  Tax  for 
Ministers  of  Music 
Is  Clarified 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
clergyman  who  is  employed  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music  or  religious  educa¬ 
tion  is  eligible  to  exclude  from  fed¬ 
eral  income  tax  a  housing  allow¬ 
ance  that  is  paid  him  in  lieu  of  a 
parsonage,  the  Internal  Revenue 
declared  here. 

However,  those  employed  in  such 
church  positions  are  not  eligible 
unless  they  are  ordained  as  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Gospel,  fully  authorized 
to  perform  all  sacerdotal  duties  cus¬ 
tomary  to  their  denomination. 

These,  and  other  details,  are 
spelled  out  in  official  regulations 
for  the  first  time  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service. 

Congress  in  1954  provided  that 
ministers  of  religion  who  receive 
housing  allowances  in  lieu  of  par¬ 
sonage  are  entitled  to  exclude  the 
allowance  from  taxable  income. 
The  rental  value  of  a  parsonage  has 
for  many  years  been  excludable 
from  taxable  income  and  the  1954 
statute  equalized  the  status  of  all 
clergymen.  Since  passage  of  the 
law,  a  number  of  problems  have 
come  up  under  it  and  the  new 
three-page  regulation  is  designed 
to  clarify  these. 

Among  the  points  explained  is 
that  a  “minister  of  religion”  must 
be  ordained  and  be  employed  in 
duties  associated  with  a  church  or 
church-related  institution. 
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Cultural  Agreements  Prove  Democracy's 
Strength  In  Competition  of  Ideals 

UNITED  States  and  Russia  have  just  renewed  a  cultural  ex¬ 
change  agreement  which  provides  for  exchanges  between 
the  two  countries  in  certain  designated  fields,  mostly  arts, 
literature,  music  and  drama.  Persons  hopeful  for  a  gradual  easing 
of  tensions  between  East  and  West  based  on  increased  understand¬ 
ing  through  more  cultural  exchanges  will  find  little  in  new  agree¬ 
ments  to  spur  hopes  since  these  for  1960  and  1961  represent  little 
advance  in  present  limited  exchanges  begun  in  1958. 

According  to  published  news  accounts,  major  obstacles  in  work¬ 
ing  out  latest  exchange  agreements  revolved  around  Soviet  insist¬ 
ence  on  controlling  the  selection  of  actual  American  artists  going 
from  this  country  as  well  as  screening  and  approving  ideas  in 
American  drama  and  literature  sent  to  Russia. 

This,  of  course,  opens  up  the  whole  question  of  whether  the 
Soviet  point  of  view,  Communism,  is  able  to  withstand  competition 
in  a  free  market  of  ideas  among  the  Russian  people. 

There  will  be  those  Americans  who  will  question  whether 
American  people  should  be  exposed  to  any  expression  of  Soviet 
culture  such  as  that  expressed  in  Soviet  drama,  dance  troupes,  or¬ 
chestras  and  literature.  Such  questioning  is  based  on  a  sincere 
fear  that  the  end  result  is  not  worth  the  risk.  There  are,  however, 
two  aspects  of  this  matter  that  should  be  remembered.  First,  there 
are  certain  cultural  experiences  that  transcend  national  and  inter¬ 
national  boundaries  and  are  not  necessarily  identified  with  any 
one  country.  Second,  where  the  culture  of  one  country  finds  ex¬ 
pression  through  its  arts,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  these 
expressions  will  undermine  the  political  and  culture  life  of  other 
countries  where  expression  is  permitted. 

Our  nation  engages  in  cultural  exchanges  because  our  leaders 
and  people  believe  that  the  democratic  idea  and  ideal  is  strong 
enough  to  stand  on  its  own  and  will  withstand  cultural  expressions 
which  may  suggest  other  ideas.  This  is  more  than  can  be  said 
about  countries  behind  the  iron  curtain.  Soviet  leaders  apparently 
fear  the  Communist  ideal  is  not  strong  enough  to  face  the  compe¬ 
tition  of  other  ideas. 

After  18  Years 

NEXT  Monday  will  mark  the  18th  anniversary  of  Pearl  Harbor. 
During  these  18  years  much  has  happened  to  alter  the 
course  of  history  for  most  of  the  nations  of  the  world.  Two 
countries  which  were  our  enemies  in  World  War  II  and  the  Western 
half  of  Germany  are  now  allies,  while  major  allies  during  World 
War  II,  Russia  and  China,  constitute  a  major  threat  to  the  world 
peace. 

A  recent  Religious  News  Service  release  reports  that  the  pilot 
of  the  plane  which  flew  reconnaissance  for  the  atom  bombing  of 
Hiroshima,  Japan,  is  now  a  patient  in  a  Texas  mental  hospital  suf¬ 
fering  from  guilt  feelings  stemming  from  his  participation  in  the 
bombing  raid.  This  Air  Force  pilot  fancies  that  the  Japanese  are 
“after  him,”  thirsting  for  revenge. 

Such  are  the  queer  twists  of  fate.  On  this  anniversary  of  Pearl 
Harbor,  which  marks  the  anniversary  of  this  nation’s  entry  into 
World  War  II,  it  might  be  well  to  remember  that  the  course  of 
peace  is  best  served  by  the  lives  of  ordinary  men  and  women  in  all 
countries  made  extra-ordinary  by  the  spirit  of  the  Living  Christ, 
who  Himself  is  the  Author  of  peace  among  men.  The  remembrance 
of  this  as  we  approach  Christmas  can  make  this  season  of  the  year 
more  meaningiul. 


The  1 959  Commitment  Day  poster,  above,  shows  the  evils  that  men 
use  as  crutches.  The  poster  has  been  distributed  by  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Temperance  which  is  the  sponsoring  Methodist  agency  for  Com¬ 
mitment  Day  which  will  be  observed  throughout  Methodism  next  Sunday, 
December  6.  Commitment  Day  calls  Methodists  to  a  life  free  from  these 
crutches  and  to  action  against  them. 


Commitment  to  Strengthen  Life 

ONE  of  the  tragic  weaknesses  in  American  society  is  that  it 
protects  certain  practices  which  are  forever  sapping 
strength  from  its  very  life.  This  is  no  credit  to  American 
life.  Included  among  these  practices  are  the  manufacture,  sale  and 
consumption  of  beverage  alcohol,  a  blight  across  our  land.  More 
than  $10  billion  are  expended  annually  to  support  these  practices, 
a  sum  three  times  larger  than  that  given  by  Americans  for  all 
benevolence  causes  including  churches,  relief,  and  philanthropic 
work. 

Neither  is  it  any  credit  to  American  churches  that  their  wit¬ 
ness  at  this  point  is  such  that  they  have  been  able  to  do  little  to 
stem  this  flood,  save  to  try  to  assist  in  the  work  of  mending  broken 
lives  and  homes  wrecked  by  the  tremendous  consumption  of  bev¬ 
erage  alcohol. 

This  is  why  once  a  year  Methodism  calls  on  all  its  members 
to  commit  and  recommit  their  lives  to  total  abstinence  from  the 
use  of  beverage  alcohol  in  any  form.  Methodism’s  witness  at  this 
point  needs  strengthening.  Methodists,  one  by  one,  need  to  make 
this  commitment  to  God  and  the  Church. 

Too  many  Methodists  need  a  fresh  appraisal  of  the  way  of  total 
abstinence.  A  recent  survey  reveals  that  about  one  out  of  four 
Methodists  holds  moderation  in  the  use  of  beverage  alcohol  is  all 
right.  This  is  neither  good  Methodist  practice  nor  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.  Every  Methodist  should  affirm  his  stand  on  this  matter  next 
Sunday,  December  6,  Commitment  Day. 
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Consecration  of  Francis  Asbury  as  Bishop  at  the  Christmas  Conference,  1784. 


In  The  Fullness 
Of  Time 

By  Edward  B.  Hollenbeck 

Christmas,  1959,  marks  the  175th  anniversary  of  the  Methodist  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference,  the  beginning  of  organized  Methodism  in  this  country. 
In  the  interest  of  this  commemoration  and  at  the  request  of  this  publication. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hollenbeck  prepared  this  article.  The  writer  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Parkview  Methodist  Church  in  Benton.  Arkansas. 


Galatians  4:4  “When  the  fullness  of  the  time 
was  come.  . 


ONE  hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago 
this  December  the  historic  Christmas 
Conference  met  in  session  at  the  Lovely 
Lane  Chapel  in  Baltimore — the  year  was 
1784.  .The  fighting  of  the  Revolution  ended  with 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown  on  Oc¬ 
tober  19,  1781  though  the  peace  was  not  signed 
until  September  3,  1783.  Here  was  a  new  coun¬ 
try,  with  its  freedom,  but  with  no  Constitution 
or  President.  In  this  period  of  fluxuation  and 
the  tensions  of  a  newly  won  freedom,  it  seems 
that  every  thing  was  ready  for  just  the  kind  of 
Church  this  Methodist  Movement  happened  to 
be. 

Rev.  John  Dickens  at  the  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference  moved  that  the  “Methodist  Episcopal 
Church”  be  organized. 

“Methodist  was  especially  adapted  to  Amer¬ 
ican  life.  These  itinerant  preachers  served 
the  people  under  conditions  where  a  set¬ 
tled  ministry  was  not  feasible.  They  sought 
out  the  scattered  homes,  followed  the  tide 
of  migration  as  it  moved  west,  preached  the 
gospel,  organized  societies,  established 
“preaching  places,”  and  formed  these  into 
“circuits.”  Thus  by  the  close  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution  the  Methodists  numbered 
some  fifteen  thousand  members  and  eighty 
preachers.1” 

Some  will  interpret  all  that  happened  from 
Lovely  Lane  Chapel  until  now  as  the  results 
°f  human  wisdom  and  insight,  of  able  leader¬ 
ship  and  historical  happenstance.  Certainly 
these  factors  were  involved,  but  we  within  the 
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“household  of  faith”  interpret  our  history  dif¬ 
ferently.  We  see  God  at  work  in  what  happened! 
An  anniversary  such  as  that  of  the  beginnings 
of  our  Church  is  to  be  “a  time  of  remembering.” 
And  of  course,  we  remember  the  men  who  gave 
their  blood,  sweat,  tears,  and  prayers  that  the 
Methodist  Church  might  be  born.  But  it  must 
be  more  than  a  time  of  remembering  just  the 
human  element.  From  our  perspective,  we  can 
surely  now  see  that  God  was  at  work.  It  was 
He  that  raised  up  a  people  to  be  His  people  and 
fulfill  His  purpose.  We  can  humbly  hear  the 
words  of  Peter  to  us — “You  are  a  chosen  race 
of  God’s  own  people  that  you  may  declare  the 
wonderful  deeds  of  Him  who  called  you  out  of 
darkness  into  His  marvelous  light.  Once  you 
were  no  people,  but  now  you  the  God’s  people.” 
I  Peter  2:9-I0a. 

Who  can  but  testify  that  in  the  beginning 
of  it  all,  from  the  parsonage  home  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  at  Epworth  to  the  Asbury  Trail  across  the 
Alleghenies,  that  the  action  of  God  is  evident? 

This  is  the  biblical  way  of  interpreting  his¬ 


Almighly  God,  who  didst  raise  up  the 
Methodist  Church  to  proclaim  anew  the 
gift  of  redemption  and  the  life  of  holiness, 
fee  with  us,  its  children,  and  revive  thy 
work  among  us,  that  inspired  by  the  same 
faith  and  upheld  by  the  same  grace,  we 
may  be  true  to  our  heritage  and  to  Thee 
as  thou  hast  made  Thyself  known  to  us 
in  Jesus  Christ.  In  His  name  we  pray. 
Amen. 


tory.  History  is  not  a  cycle  or  a  circle,  but  a 
plane.  It  had  its  beginning  with  God— Genesis 
gives  us  the  most  important  fact  of  creation, 
and  that  a  theological  one,  that  it  was  God  who 
did  it.  And  history  moves  toward  a  purpose — 
God’s  purpose.  We  call  the  complete  fulfilling 
of  it:  “The  Coming  of  the  Kingdom”  or  “The 
Second  Coming.”  But  God  has  not  left  his 
world  alone  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  He 
has  acted  from  time  to  time  to  fulfill  his  in¬ 
creasing  purpose  and  finally  in  one  final  act 
of  desperate  love  “became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us.” 

St.  Paul  in  interpreting  the  Advent  saw 
history  in  this  way.  “When  the  time  had  fully 
come,  God  sent  forth  his  son  .  .  .”  (Gal.  4:4 
R.S.V.)  “When  the  hand  of  the  clock  pointed  to 
the  hour,  the  bells  of  Bethlehem  began  to  ring. 
When  the  time  had  traveled  to  its  Zenith,  the 
word  of  God  became  flesh  and  dwelt  with 
men.” 

Through  the  ages  one  increasing  purpose 
runs,  the  purpose  of  God  and  when  the  hour 
strikes,  God  in  his  glory  appears.  When  the 
time  is  ripe,  things  come  to  pass.  It  is  not  by 
coincidence  that  the  Protestant  Reformation 
and  the  printing  press  came  at  the  same  time. 

“When  the  time  was  fully  come”  in  England, 
the  Wesleys  came  with  the  awakening  that 
brought  forth  Methodism.  In  America  every¬ 
thing  was  ready,  “the  time  had  fully  come.” 
And  God  used  His  servants  to  raise  up  a  “peo¬ 
ple,”  a  church  to  do  His  work  and  minister  to 
His  people.  Our  response  can  only  be:  “This  is 
the  Lord’s  doing  and  marvelous  in  our  eyes.” 
(Mark  12:11,  Psalm  118:23) 

Every  Methodist  should  make  this  175th 
anniversary  a  time  of  remembering  that  we  do 
have  “a  goodly  heritage.”  However  a  true  time 
of  remembering  will  cause  us  not  only  to  look 
backwards  but  also  prompt  us  to  examine  our¬ 
selves  in  the  light  of  our  heritage  and  to  face 
the  future  with  a  new  spirit,  knowing  that  as 
God  has  acted  in  time  past,  He  is  working,  even 
now,  to  fulfill  his  ever  present  purpose  in  the 
lives  of  men  and  that  He  has  raised  us  up  to  be 
responsible  to  His  action  and  to  help  Him  in  its 
fulfillment. 

Thomas  Coke  and  Henry  Moore,  in  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  their  Life  of  Rev.  John  Wesley, 
first  published  in  America  in  1793,  directed  the 
following  sober  and  challenging  words  to  the 
reader: 

“The  God  of  this  world  has  hitherto  tri¬ 
umphed  over  every  revival  of  true  reli¬ 
gion.  Yet  the  gates  of  hell  have  never 
wholly  prevailed.  The  Lord  has  raised  up 
another  holy  temple  out  of  the  scattered 
living  stones  of  the  once  beautiful  building. 
And  this  he  will  do  again,  if  those  who  now 
serve  him,  “leave  their  first  love.”  (The 
Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  Philadelphia 
1793,  p.v.) 

Such  a  time  as  this  anniversary  should  call  us 
back  to  our  “first  love.”  It  should  remind  us 
that  unless  we  keep  Christ  central  that  our 
work  is  all  in  vain.  God  hath  shared  with  us 
Methodists  his  eternal  purpose,  i.e.  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Clarence  Tucker  Craig,  the  late  Dean  of 
Drew  Theological  Seminary,  reminded  us  in  his 
inaugural  address  that  so  much  of  the  writing 
of  today’s  Christian  thinkers  is  but  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  discussion  of  the  further  involve¬ 
ment  of  men  in  a  sinful  society.  He  thinks  it  is 
high  time  the  Church  ask  itself  whether  our 
faith  offers  men  only  a  truer  insight  into  the 
human  predicament  or  does  it  offer  realizable 
redemption  to  those  who  live  admist  this  pre¬ 
dicament.  In  the  New  Testament  there  stands 
the  confident  assurance  that  in  Christ,  God  has 
reconciled  men  to  Himself  so  that  peace  is  now 
possible  even  though  there  are  limitations  of 
human  experiences  not  yet  removed.  Do  we  no 
longer  believe  this?  Dr.  Craig  reminds  us  that 
it  is  our  obligation  as  those  who  inherit  the 
Methodist  tradition  to  lift  up  by  word  and  deed 
this  truth:  the  reality  of  the  redeemed  life.2 
(Continued  on  page  15) 

1—  : Historical  Statement;  DISCIPLINE,  1958 

2—  Drew  University  Bulletin,  1949 
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A  Lift  For  Living  B7  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HOW  PRAYER  BEGINS 

Dr.  Charles  C.  Merrill  told  of  a  family  incident  back  in  the  Span- 
ish-American  war.  A  mother  learned  that  her  husband  was  soon  to 
return  home  from  the  front.  She  wondered  what  her  little  son’s 
reaction  would  be.  When  she  told  the  boy,  he  exclaimed,  “I  wonder 
what  he’ll  bring  me.” 

The  lad’s  remark  made  Dr.  Merrill  think  by  contrast  of  Dwight 
L.  Moody’s  little  son.  One  day  the  great  evangelist  heard  a  knock  at 
the  door  of  his  study.  Being  busy,  he  called  rather  brusquely,  “What 
do  you  want?”  His  son  replied:  “I  don’.t  want  anything,  Daddy.  I’d 
just  like  to  be  with  you.”  Those  words  warmed  Moody’s  heart. 

When  we  pray,  let  us  not  begin  by  asking  what  God  will  bring 
us.  Let  us  start  by  wanting  to  be  in  His  company. 

This  is  what  Jesus  told  His  disciples  when  they  asked  Him  to 
teach  them  to  pray.  The  Lord’s  Prayer  begins,  “Our  Father  who  art 
in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name.”  Only  as  our  minds  and  hearts 
look  up  to  God  can  we  clearly  see  what  we  need  and  prepare  our¬ 
selves  to  receive  His  help. 

Do  our  world  problems  seem  so  dark  that  we  have  grown  tired 
looking  at  them?  The  charges  and  countercharges  of  the  Cold  War, 
the  releases  of  nuclear  energy  which  could  conceivably  enable  the 
human  race  to  commit  suicide — do  we  feel  they  are  too  much  for  us? 

These  seem  very  much  like  things  which  have  happened  before. 
The  Psalmist  said:  “The  heathen  raged,  the  Kingdoms  were  moved; 
he  uttered  his  voice;  the  earth  melted.”  Then  the  Psalmist  interprets 
God  as  saying,  “Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God.” 

Have  our  daily  burdens  gotten  us  down?  Are  we  so  bothered 
and  distracted  that  we  can’t  see  straight? 

Bishop  William  A.  Quayle,  product  of  Kansas  and  famed  preacher 
in  Chicago  a  generation  ago,  told  of  wrestling  with  a  problem  until 
long  past  midnight.  About  2  a.m.  he  thought  he  heard  a  divine  voice 
say  to  him:  “Quayle,  you  go  to  bed.  I’ll  sit  up  the  rest  of  the  night.” 
That  may  have  been  only  the  fancy  of  a  saintly  old  mystic,  but  the 
experience  has  scriptural  support,  for  the  Psalmist  asserts,  “He  that 
keepeth  thee  will  not  slumber.” 

Whether  awake  or  asleep  we  are  in  the  hands  of  “One  able  to  do 
exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to 
the  power  that  worketh  in  us.”  Many  of  us  can  testify  that  more 
than  once  we  have  gone  to  bed  with  baffling  problems;  then,  after 
committing  ourselves  to  God’s  keeping,  we  have  awakened  to  find 
light  on  our  perplexing  questions. 

When  we  have  been  looking  long  and  intently  at  some  close 
work  on  our  desk  or  in  our  lap  and  then  turn  to  look  out  the  window, 
the  long  view  rests  our  eyes.  This  common  experience  gives  an  ink¬ 
ling  of  what  the  Psalmist  must  have  in  mind  when  he  said:  “I  will 
lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  whence  cometh  my  help.  My  help 
cometh  from  the  Lord  who  made  heaven  and  earth.” 

When  we  look  up  to  God,  we  see  more  clearly  the  day  before  us. 
Consider  this  day.  It  began  at  midnight.  We  cannot  seize  or  hold 
time.  With  all  our  efforts  to  crowd  our  days  and  nights  with  thrills, 
we  have  so  largely  lost  the  power  to  realize  the  present.  Is  it  because 
the  pace  is  so  swift  that  we  do  not  enjoy  the  scenery  along  the  way? 
A  woman  who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  many  times  said  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  great  liner,  “It  must  be  very  monotonous  for  you.”  He  re¬ 
plied,  “No,  I  enjoy  the  scenery  every  voyage  I  make.”  A  young  man 
told  a  friend  of  mine  that  he  drove  from  New  York  to  Richmond, 
Va.,  in  six  hours.  “What  did  you  see?”  asked  my  friend.  “A  trained 
bear  at  a  motel  stop — and  that  bear  sure  could  do  tricks.” 

How  we  cheat  ourselves  by  wasting  time  on  little  things  when 
God’s  world  offers  such  possibilities  of  great  living.  We  need  God’s 
largeness  of  outlook  to  lift  us  from  our  littleness  and  shame  us  out 
of  our  selfishness. 

God  has  so  arranged  this  world  that  the  best  things  come  to 
those  who  give  to  life  rather  than  to  those  who  demand  from  it. 
Hence  the  wisdom  of  the  ancient  prayer:  “Teach  us,  O  Lord,  not  to 
seek  so  much  to  be  consoled  as  to  console;  not  so  much  to  be  under¬ 
stood  as  to  understand;  not  so  much  to  be  loved  as  to  love.  Show  us 
that  it  is  in  giving  that  we  receive,  in  self-forgetting  that  we  find,  in 
dying  that  we  awaken  to  eternal  life.” 
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"Save  your  breath.  Reverend!  He  just  switched 
off  his  hearing  aid!" 


The 

Layman’s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


"Time  To  Slock  Up" 

On  Reformation  Sunday,  I 
chanced  to  be  in  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 
souri.  That  afternoon  there  was  a 
large  mass  meeting  in  the  munici¬ 
pal  auditorium,  at  which  time  Bish¬ 
op  Gerald  Kennedy  spoke.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  service  there  was  a 
processional  of  ministers  and  Chris¬ 
tian  workers.  Having  been  invited 
to  walk  in  the  procession,  I  accept¬ 
ed  with  appreciation.  It  was  a  long 
line  of  men,  many  in  robes,  some 
with  colorful  hoods,  and  a  lot 
dressed  as  I  was,  with  our  “Sunday 
suits,”  but  no  robes.  As  we  paired 
off,  I  found  myself  marching  beside 
a  good  Baptist  brother  who  evi¬ 
dently  serves  a  sizeable  church  in 
the  city.  I  found  that  he  had  come 
from  Mississippi,  and  with  my  Ar¬ 
kansas  background,  we  soon  found 
many  interests  in  common.  I  re¬ 
marked  about  the  large  number  of 
clerics  and  workers  who  were  in 
the  procession.  Then,  with  the  di¬ 
rectness  that  is  typical  of  many 
with  '  rural  background,  he  an¬ 
swered.  “Yes.  if  anybody  needs  any¬ 
thing  that  we’ve  got,  here  would  be 
a  fine  place  to  stock  up.” 

There  are  interesting  aspects 
about  the  act  of  “stocking  up”  on 
any  commodity.  The  merchant  who 
puts  in  the  “stock”  has  in  mind  the 
idea  of  selling  it.  His  merchandise 
would  be  worthless  to  him  or  to 
anyone  else  if  he  did  not  make  some 
effort,  at  least,  to  distribute  it  into 
the  hands  of  his  clientele.  There¬ 
fore  he  has  to  display  it.  If  he  put 
in  an  inventory  of  merchandise  and 
left  it  in  the  ware  room,  he  would 
have  it  when  he  went  out  of  busi¬ 
ness.  And  he  certainly  would  go 
cut  of  business  if  he  did  not  use 
some  effort  at  least  to  display  and 
try  and  sell  the  wares.  Another 
aspect  of  the  idea  is  that  when  the 


merchant  puts  in  his  stock  of  the 
commodity,  he  better  become  in¬ 
formed  on  the  product,  else  he 
might  be  trying  to  sell  sealing  wax 
for  the  purpose  of  waxed  ceilings 
Thus,  after  all,  this  former  “coun¬ 
try  preacher”  from  Mississippi 
might  have  had  a  much  clearer  in¬ 
sight  into  the  spreading  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  than  one  would  think.  For  if 
the  lay  person  “stocks  up”  on  this 
wonderful  product  called  Christian 
living,  he  will  surely  learn  some¬ 
thing  about  it  from  his  own  ex¬ 
perience,  and  he  must  be  willing 
to  make  some  sort  of  effort  to  “sell” 
it  to  those  around  him  who  do  not 
know  about  its  value.  Christianity 
can  mold  and  fall  into  uselessness 
quickly  if  it  is  not  displayed  and 
“sold”  by  laymen  as  well  as  by 
ministers.  Furthermore,  there 
should  be  a  sense  of  urgence  about 
the  spreading  of  the  Gospel.  Paul 
the  Apostle  felt  this  urgency  when 
he  wrote  to  the  Church  at  Corinth, 
“Now  is  the  accepted  time  .  .  now  is 
the  day  of  salvation.”  These  TV 
commercials  that  urge  you  to  leave 
your  easy  chair  and  go  out  “Now,” 
to  buy  striped  toothpaste  or  same- 
thing  else  as  fantastic,  are  not  new 
at  all.  Paul,  the  greatest  salesman 
of  them  all,  started  the  plea  of  ur¬ 
gency  ages  ago  as  he  told  about  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  The 
time  has  always  been  right  to 
“stock  up”  on  the  “Precious  and 
very  great  promises.”  Maybe  we 
have  not  been  good  enough  sales¬ 
men.  The  best  salesman  is  con¬ 
stantly  seeking  new  customers. 
Many  of  us  mav  have  a  small  stock 
of  Christian  beliefs  in  our  lives,  but 
how  many  have  looked  for  “new 
customers”;  people  who  need  to  be 
told  how  much  they  need  the 
Christ?  If  we  stock  up.  we  also 
need  to  “sell  out”;  to  find  new  us¬ 
ers,  to  discover  new  territories. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  December  13,  1959:  NO  PARTIALITY  WITH  GOD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS,  CHAPTER  10.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS 
11:1-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Truly  I  perceive  that  God  shows  no  partiality,  but  in 
every  nation  any  one  who  fears  him  and  does  what  is  right  is  acceptable  to 
him.  Acts  10:34-35.  (RSV) 


Our  last  two  lessons  have  been  given  to  a 
study  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  later  Paul.  These  les¬ 
sons  covered  something  of  his  persecution  of 
the  Christians  and  his  conversion  as  he  was  on 
the  way  to  Damascus.  We  were  told  of  his  bap¬ 
tism  into  the  Christian  way  of  life.  We  were 
told  of  the  many  acts  of  kindness  and  considera¬ 
tion  shown  him,  after  his  conversion,  by  the 
Christians  he  had  been  persecuting. 

After  this  discussion  of  the  activities  and 
conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  Luke  in  Acts  again 
turns  to  the  work  of  the  Apostle  Peter.  Luke 
indicates  that  Peter  was  visiting  the  Christians 
in  several  neighboring  towns  about  Jerusalem. 
The  groups  Peter  was  visiting  were  composed 
of  Christian  Jews.  So  long  as  Peter’s  work  was 
confined  to  such  people  and  such  organizations, 
his  activities  had  the  full  approval  of  the  church 
at  Jerusalem. 

The  Christians  In  Jerusalem 

We  will  better  understand  today’s  lesson  if 
we  keep  in  mind  the  viewpoint,  the  activities 
and  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Jews  in  Jeru¬ 
salem.  The  fact  is  that  the  Christian  Jews  re¬ 
maining  in  Jerusalem,  after  the  great  persecu¬ 
tion  following  Stephen’s  death,  were  little  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  orthodox  Jews  in  their  attitudes 
and  activities. 

There  was  a  distinct  difference  in  beliefs  of 
the  Christians  and  the  orthodox  Jew.  The  Chris¬ 
tians  believed  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  the 
Messiah.  They  believed  that  He  was  unjustly 
crucified  and  that  He  arose  from  the  dead  and 
ascended  into  heaven  from  which  He  would 
soon  return  to  earth.  None  of  these  things  the 
orthodox  Jew  believed. 

Nevertheless,  along  with  what  the  Christian 
Jews  believed  about  Christ,  the  Christian  Jews, 
like  all  other  Jews,  believed  that  only  the  cir¬ 
cumcised  were  acceptable  to  God.  They  ob¬ 
served  regular  Jewish  customs  about  as  de¬ 
voutly  as  other  Jews.  They  attended  worship 
in  the  Temple,  they  observed  the  same  regula¬ 
tions  about  the  eating  of  foods  as  other  Jews. 
Their  association  with  Gentiles  was  as  restricted 
as  before  they  became  Christians. 

Under  such  conditions,  it  follows  that  the 
early  Christians  in  Jerusalem,  including  the 
apostles,  were  not  missionary  minded,  despite 
the  fact  that  Christ  had  left  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  ringing  in  their  ears  as  He  ascended  to 
heaven.  Somehow  the  implications  of  that 
commission  had  not  dawned  upon  the  apostles. 
Consequently,  there  was  no  fixed  plan  among 
them  to  extend  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  be¬ 
yond  the  Jewish  race.  In  the  thinking  of  the 
Jerusalem  Christians,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
a  Gentile  to  first  become  a  Jewish  proselyte, 
through  circumcision,  before  he  could  become  a 
Christian. 

With  such  a  viewpoint  regarding  the  mission 
of  Christianity,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
Jerusalem  church,  as  the  opening  of  our  lesson 
indicates,  was  tremendously  disturbed  on  hear¬ 
ing  that  Peter,  a  leader  of  their  group,  while  in 
Caeserea,  had  entered  into  the  home  of  an  un¬ 
circumcised  Gentile  and  had  even  eaten  with 
Gentiles  in  his  home.  He  had  preached  the 
gospel  to  uncircumcised  Gentiles  and  had  bap¬ 
tized  them  into  the  Christian  church.  It  was 
the  most  revolutionary  thing  of  its  kind  that 
had  happened  in  the  Christian  movement. 

Peter  Called  To  Account 

Without  question  Peter,  by  the  power  of 


personality  and  aggressiveness,  was  the  leader 
of  the  apostolic  group.  Our  Catholic  friends  de¬ 
clare  that  he  was  the  successor  of  Christ  on 
earth  and  appointed  leader,  whose  word  was 
final  authority  on  any  question  that  had  to  do 
with  the  Christian  church. 

The  attitude  of  the  Christian  church  in  Jeru¬ 
salem,  when  it  heard  of  this  unprecedented  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  Peter,  does  not  lend  much 
weight  to  this  theory.  When  Peter  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  after  his  experience  in  the  house  of 
Cornelius,  he  was  called  to  account  before  the 
bar  of  the  church  for  what  it  thought  was 
heretical,  unholy  action.  There  was  no  assump¬ 
tion,  in  this  meeting,  that  Peter  was  high  over 
all  and  that  any  action  of  his  was  right  and  au¬ 
thoritative,  since  he  could  do  no  wrong. 

Instead,  our  lesson  text  tells  us  that  the 
Jerusalem  church  “contended  with  him,”  (RSV 
reads  “criticized  him”)  saying,  “Thou  wentest 
in  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with 
them.” 

Peter’s  reply  to  this  accusation  does  not  in¬ 
dicate  that  he  considered  himself  a  super  over- 
lord  whose  every  action  was  right  because  he 
was  who  he  was.  Instead,  Peter  began  a  care¬ 
ful,  reasonable,  logical  statement  explaining  his 
course  of  action. 

Peter  Tells  of  His  Vision 

Peter  tells  the  group  that  while  he  was  in 
Joppa  praying,  he  saw  a  vision.  A  great  vessel 
descended  before  him  like  a  great  sheet  let 
down  by  four  corners  from  heaven.  In  this 
sheet  were  many  kinds  of  beasts,  creeping 
things  and  fowls,  some  of  which  in  the  Jew’s 
mind  were  unclean.  A  voice  said  to  him,  “Arise, 
Peter;  slay  and  eat.”  Peter  told  his  hearers  that 
his  first  reaction  was  just  what  their’s  would 
have  been.  He  answered,  “Not  so,  Lord:  for 
nothing  common  or  unclean  hath  at  any  time 
entered  into  my  mouth.”  The  voice  then  said 
to  Peter,  “What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call 
not  thou  common.”  This  happened  three  times 
in  Peter’s  vision. 

On  awakening  he  found  three  men  from 
Caesarea,  who  had  come  asking  him  to  visit 
Cornelius  in  Caesarea.  Peter  declared  that  the 
Spirit  bade  him  go.  He  took  six  of  his  brethren 
with  him  on  the  journey. 

Peter  Tells  of  The  Vision  of  Cornelius 

To  support  his  position,  Peter  tells  the  group 
also  of  a  vision  which  had  come  to  Cornelius,  a 
centurion.  Cornelius,  a  devout  man  that  feared 
God  with  all  his  house,  which  meant  slaves  as 
well  as  members  of  his  family,  had  also  seen  a 
vision.  An  angel  of  God  had  appeared  to  him 
and  told  him  to  send  to  Joppa  and  call  for 
“Simon,  whose  surname  is  Peter.”  Cornelius 
was  told  where  Peter  was  stopping  in  Joppa. 
Immediately  Cornelius  sent  two  of  his  servants 
with  a  soldier  to  Joppa  for  Peter. 

The  Holy  Spirit  Falls  on  Gentiles 

Peter  told  the  group  that  when  he  came  to 
Caeserea  and  into  the  house  of  Cornelius,  he  was 
told  of  the  vision  Cornelius  had  which  fitted  too 
perfectly  with  his  own  vision  that  he  felt  it  was 
all  from  God.  The  opening  statement  of  Peter’s 
sermon  in  the  house  of  Cornelius  in  our  Memory 
Selection.  “Truly  I  perceive  that  God  shows  no 
partiality,  but  in  every  nation  any  one  who 
fears  him  and  does  what  is  right  is  acceptable 
to  him.”  Peter  did  not  repeat  this  statement  as 
he  talked  to  the  Jerusalem  church.  It  might 
have  sounded  like  a  rather  abrupt  reversal  of 


faith  and  practice.  However,  he  did  tell  the 
church  that  when  he  began  to  preach  in  the 
house  of  Cornelius,  the  “Holy  Spirit  fell  on 
them,  as  on  us  at  the  beginning.” 

Peter’s  logical  conclusion,  after  his  explana¬ 
tion,  was,  “Forasmuch  then  as  God  gave  them 
the  like  gift  as  he  did  unto  us,  who  believed  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  what  was  I,  that  I  could 
withstand  God?” 

Prejudice  Gives  Way  to  God's  Will 

There  was  quite  likely  no  person  in  the 
apostolic  group  who  carried  in  his  heart  strong¬ 
er  prejudices  or  a  more  aggressive  spirit,  as  a 
member  of  the  Jewish  church  than  did  the 
Apostle  Peter.  It  required  a  very  vivid  vision, 
which  he  felt  had  come  from  God,  to  change 
his  attitude  toward  Gentiles. 

Nevertheless,  when  Peter  was  convinced  that 
it  was  God’s  will  for  the  Gentiles  to  have  the 
gospel  preached  to  them,  his  prejudices  gave 
way  before  the  revealed  will  of  God  and  he  be¬ 
came  an  instrument  in  God’s  hands  in  doing 
what  formerly  he  would  not  have  done. 

In  our  relation  to  people,  our  convenience, 
our  prejudices  and  our  customs  should  be  mea¬ 
sured  by  what  we  believe  to  be  God’s  will.  Al¬ 
ways,  under  such  conditions,  what  we  believe  to 
be  God’s  will  should  prevail. 

Narrowness  Today  Worse  Than  Jewish  Bigotry 

Jewish  customs  and  practices  were  based  on 
the  laws  of  Moses  and  were  as  old  as  the  Jewish 
race.  In  the  laws  God  had  given  Israel  through 
Moses,  the  Israelites  were  commanded  to  sepa¬ 
rate  themselves  from  thd  races  and  tribes  about 
them.  They  were  not  to  intermarry.  They  were 
not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  religion  of 
the  heathen  people  among  whom  they  lived. 

This  was  necessary,  in  that  early  day,  in 
order  that  Israel  might  develop  as  a  race  and  in 
order  that  the  worship  of  Jehovah  might  not  be 
contaminated  by  the  worship  of  other  gods.  As 
a  result  of  these  teachings,  the  Jews  carried 
this  attitude  so  far  that  they  even  considered 
Gentiles  and  the  homes  of  Gentiles  as  unclean. 
Hence  they  could  have  no  contact  with  either 
without  becoming  contaminated  themselves  and 
thereby  lose  the  privileges  of  Temple  worship. 
With  such  a  background  for  the  beginning  of 
their  religion,  it  is  not  so  surprising  that  these 
prejudices  were  so  deep-rooted  in  Jewish  life 
in  the  times  of  the  apostles. 

There  is  no  such  reason  for  narrowness, 
bigotry  or  intolerance  for  Christian  people  of 
our  day.  The  Christian  religion  has  its  back¬ 
ground  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Jesus  never  refused  to  minister  to  anyone  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  a  Jew.  A  centurion,  a  Gentile 
commander  of  a  hundred  Roman  soldiers,  asked 
Jesus  to  heal  a  servant  in  his  house  of  palsy.  To 
the  reply  of  Jesus,  “I  will  come  and  heal  him” 
the  centurion  said,  “I  am  not  worthy  that  thou 
shouldest  come  under  my  roof,  but  speak  the 
word.”  Jesus,  willing  to  go  to  his  house  if  he  so 
desired,  did  speak  the  word  and  the  Gentile’s 
prayer  was  answered.  Jesus  crossed  practically 
every  barrier  to  minister  to  people  whether  the 
barrier  was  social,  national,  religious  or  racial. 
It  was  He,  who  taught  mankind,  all  mankind, 
to  say  in  prayer,  “Our  Father.” 

With  such  a  background,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Christian  movement,  Christian  people  to¬ 
day  have  no  excuse  or  reason  for  prejudice  and 
intolerance. 

Christianity  Breaks  Its  Bonds 

Luke,  who  himself  was  a  Gentile,  devotes 
more  than  a  chapter  and  a  half  of  the  twenty- 
eight  chapters  in  Acts  to  the  Cornelius  incident 
in  which  Peter  is  convinced  that  God  meant  the 
Gospel  to  be  preached  to  all  men  everywhere. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  Luke  was  so  close  to 
the  whole  matter  that  he  did  not,  himself,  realize 
just  how  important  it  was.  But  for  this  enlarged 
vision  of  the  mission  of  the  gospel,  either  here 
or  at  some  other  time,  the  Christian  movement 
might  have  developed  as  a  “splinter  party”  of 
the  Jewish  Church.  Under  such  conditions,  the 
pressure  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  or¬ 
thodox  Jewish  members  would  have  been  so 
great  that  ultimately  the  Christian  movement 
would  have  been  crushed  out. 

Instead,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  Christian  movement  gradually  broke 
away  from  the  Jewish  church  and  became  an 
independent  movement  with  a  world-wide 
vision  and  mission. 
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REV.  J.  H.  RICHARDSON,  pastor  of  Mammoth 
Springs  Methodist  Church,  was  the  preacher 
in  revival  services  at  the  Brightwater  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  October  21-30.  Rev.  M.  N. 
Short  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

TOMMY  PEETS  was  speaker  at  the  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day  Service  of  Second  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  The  Senior  High  Young  People 
of  the  church  were  in  charge  of  a  special  service 
at  6:30  a.m.  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  ABE  M.  CONERLY,  pastor  of  the  Bernice 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Troy, 
Texas,  November  8-15.  The  Troy  Church  is  in 
Central  Texas  Conference  and  Rev.  Claude  A. 
Cagle  is  the  pastor. 

REV.  A.  A.  COLLINS,  pastor  of  the  Jefferson 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  delivered 
the  message  at  a  community  service  on  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day.  The  service  was  held  at  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Rio  Vista  Bap¬ 
tist  members  also  participated  in  the  service. 

OWEN  BROWN,  assistant  Lay  Leader  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  spoke  at  the  Kenner 
Methodist  Church  on  October  18.  Mr.  Brown  was 
assisted  in  the  lay  service  by  Val  Baker,  Dave 
Tillman,  and  Merlin  Keese.  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Cor¬ 
ley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Pineville,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  Annual  Instrumentation  Confer¬ 
ence  Banquet  conducted  by  the  School  of  Engi¬ 
neering  of  Louisiana  Polytechnic  Institute  in 
Ruston  recently. 

REV.  A.  M.  BROWN,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Vivian,  was  guest  preacher  at  re¬ 
vival  services  held  at  the  Simmesport  Methodist 
Church  which  ended  on  Friday,  November  6. 
The  pastor  of  the  Evergreen-Simmesport  Charge, 
Rev.  George  Sherman,  preached  in  revival  serv¬ 
ices  at  the  Evergreen  Church.  The  services  be¬ 
gan  on  Sunday,  November  29. 

REV.  ROBERT  B.  CRICHLOW,  pastor  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bogalusa,  spoke  at  a  Veterans  Day  ceremony 
at  the  Veterans  Plot  at  Ponemah  Cemetery  hon¬ 
oring  America’s  war  dead  and  the  nation’s  former 
servicemen,  Wednesday,  November  11.  The  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Commander  Hugh  Goldsby. 

REV.  BOB  HOLLIDAY,  assistant  pastor  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  “Ladies’  Night”  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
Nov.  12.  A  record  attendance  was  reported.  The 
Ladies  Quartet,  composed  of  Maxine  Elliott, 
Mary  Nell  Triechel,  Jean  Taylor,  Mary  Lou  Perk¬ 
ins,  with  Dorothy  Stewart,  pianist,  sang  for  the 
program.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  RUSTON  DISTRICT  PARSONETTES  has 
held  two  very  enjoyable  meetings  this  year; 
the  first  being  in  Minden  with  Mrs.  Merlin  Mer¬ 
rill  as  hostess  and  the  second  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Henry  Blount.  The  first  two  programs  were, 
“Let’s  Face  Parsonage  Life,”  and  “Let’s  Face 
Criticism.”  Mrs.  Alice  Shirley,  district  reporter, 
reports,  “We  have  been  very  pleased  about  our 
large  attendance.” 

R.  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  a  group 
of  men  from  the  Dubach  Methodist  Church  on 
Monday  night,  Nov.  9.  Plans  were  made  for  or¬ 
ganizing  a  Methodist  Men’s  Club.  Tyrus  Pender¬ 
grass,  a  member  of  the  church,  was  speaker  at 
the  morning  worship  service  on  Laymen’s  Day, 


Sunday,  Oct.  18.  Rev.  J.  A.  Means  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  met  for  its  November  meeting  at 
the  home  of  the  club  president,  R.  A.  Fisher.  The 
occasion  was  a  chicken  barbecue,  prepared  by 
president,  Fisher,  and  vice-president.  Hazard 
Guillot.  The  thirty-two  members  present  heard 
Judge  M.  D.  Miller,  Jr.,  give  a  talk  on  juveniles 
and  the  courts.  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

COMMUNITY -WIDE  Thanksgiving  service  was 
held  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  with  the  Rev.  Thur¬ 
man  Booth,  pastor  of  the  Monroe  Street  Baptist 
Church,  and  president  of  Bogalusa  Ministerial 
Alliance,  preaching.  The  Chancel,  Youth  and 
Junior  Choirs,  under  the  direction  of  John  Ham¬ 
mond,  minister  of  music,  assisted  in  the  service  at 
which  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  pastor  of  the 
church,  presided. 

DURING  the  four  Sunday  Evening  Worship 
Services  in  October  the  Commission  on  Mis¬ 
sions  committee  and  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  Franklin  Methodist  Church, 
conducted  a  study  entitled  “Contemporary  Man 
and  the  United  Nations.”  Mrs.  Lillie  Bell  Jordon 
is  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Missions.  Mrs. 
James  Lunny  is  secretary  of  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOHN  E.  HEARN,  SR.,  of  Ruston,  was 
guest  preacher  in  First  Methodist  Church, 
Leesville,  Sunday,  November  15.  At  the  morning 
worship  service,  he  baptized  his  grandson,  Peter 
Shawn  Hearn,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Hearn, 
Jr.,  who  reside  in  Leesville.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hearn 
is  well  known  in  the  state,  being  the  Louisiana 
State  Conference  Treasurer,  and  Statistician. 
Mrs..  Hearn  was  also  present  for  the  service. 
Rev.  C.  R.  McCammon  in  the  pastor. 

MRS.  REECE  ROBINSON,  Charge  Lay  Leader 
of  the  Arizona  Methodist  Church,  spoke  on 
“Work,  or  the  Call  to  Work,”  at  the  regular  Sun¬ 
day  evening  worship  service  on  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  8.  The  pastor,  Rev.  George  P.  Goodwin,  was 
away  on  vacation  at  the  time.  According  to  a 
report  received  in  our  office  from  W.  B.  Corry, 
Church  School  Superintendent,  “All  who  heard 
Mrs.  Robinson’s  message  were  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  there  is  definitely  no  place  for  idle¬ 
ness  in  the  life  of  any  Christian.” 

COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING  SERVICES 
‘  were  held  at  the  Kenner  Methodist  Church 
at  10:00  a.m.  Nov.  26.  Participating  churches 
were  Kenner  Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  Bap¬ 
tist.  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley,  pastor  of  the  host 
church,  officiated  at  the  services.  Scripture  was 
read  by  Rev.  Paul  Chapin,  of  Kenner  Presby¬ 
terian;  and  Rev.  Roger  L.  Richards,  minister  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Kenner,  brought  the  mes¬ 
sage.  The  choir  of  the  host  church,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Marvin  Corley,  sang  “Bless  the 
Lord,  O  My  Soul.” 

THE  NATCHITOCHES  Community  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Service  was  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church  on  Thanksgiving  Day  at  9:00  a.m.  Rev. 
H.  B.  Nail,  pastor  of  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  de¬ 
livered  the  message.  His  sermon  subject  was 
“And  Be  Ye  Thankful.”  Rev.  Earl  Wiggins  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Rev.  Leslie  Wilson, 
Rector  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  service.  Dr.  Paul  Torgrimson 
was  at  the  organ  console,  and  James  Ford  led  the 
congregational  singing.  The  offering  received  was 
given  to  the  United  Fund  Drive,  a  service  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Ministerial  Alliance. 


IMPORTANT  CHANGE  OF 
ADDRESS  FOR 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
and 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

Old  Address:  P.  O.  Box  1066,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas 

NEW  ADDRESS:  P.  O.  Box  3547,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas 


THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  Southside  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  Mrs.  Frances  Brennon,  president,  held 
a  “Chicken  and  Dressing  Dinner”  on  Nov.  4.  A 
part  of  the  receipts  will  be  donated  to  the  New 
Extension  Building  fund.  The  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  church,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Mae  Foster, 
president,  held  an  “Aunt  Jemima”  pancake  sup¬ 
per  on  Nov.  12.  These  ladies  also  served  supper 
to  the  Men’s  Club  on  the  same  night.  A  portion 
of  the  receipts  will  be  given  to  the  new  Exten¬ 
sion  Building  fund  also.  Pledges  for  the  Building 
fund  will  be  made  on  December  6.  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  conducted  revival  services 
in  the  Istrouma  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
the  week  of  November  2-8.  The  highlight  of 
these  services  was  an  account  given  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Nader  of  his  recent  trip  abroad.  He  told  of 
his  second  visit  with  his  father  and  of  his  visiting 
eight  cities  and  traveling  in  Russia  for  twenty- 
six  days.  The  series  of  services  was  most  in¬ 
spiring  and  helpful  according  to  a  report  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  office.  Rev.  Stone  Carraway,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Jefferson  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
led  the  singing  for  the  services.  Rev.  A.  Jerome 
Cain  is  the  pastor. 

TOHN  E.  B.  RANSOME,  an  active  member  of 
*  St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  October  meeting 
of  the  Men’s  Club  of  Second  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  Mr.  Ransome  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Penn.,  has  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  now  located  in  New  Orleans  by  choice. 
He  discussed  Laymen’s  Responsibility  to  God 
and  the  church.  There  are  30  members  of  the 
Men’s  Club,  and  their  project  to  secure  125  new 
Hymnals  for  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  has 
just  been  completed.  Nick  Incravglia  was  in 
charge  of  the  meal  for  the  Men’s  Club  meeting. 
Laymen  and  Laywomen  participated  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  18  Laymen’s  Day  program.  Rev.  S.  P. 
Emanuel  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  ROBERT  E.  GOODRICH,  JR.,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas, 
preached  at  both  morning  worship  services  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday, 
November  8.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor,  was 
absent  because  of  illness.  Dr.  Goodrich  is  well- 
known  to  the  First  Church  congregation,  for  he 
was  not  only  a  former  resident  of  Shreveport 
and  a  student  at  Centenary  College,  but  his  radio 
and  television  work  over  many  stations  have 
been  well-received,  and  from  1922  to  1929,  his 
distinguished  father  was  the  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Dr.  Goodrich’s  message 
dealt  largely  with  prayer  groups  and  camp  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  cowboys  in  the  Far  West. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  appointments:  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  E.  Pierson,  who  was  serving  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  Crowley,  has  transferred  to 
the  Indiana  Conference;  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
who  was  serving  the  Iota-Maxie  Charge  in  the 
Lafayette  District  to  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Crowley;  and  Rev.  Nicholas  D.  Pearce 
from  Lacombe-St.  Tammany  Charge  in  the  New 
Orleans  District,  to  the  Iota-Maxie  Charge.  The 
Lacombe-St.  Tammany  Charge  will  be  served  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  G.  Ensenat,  who  has  been  pastor 
of  the  Redeemer  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  for  the  past  seven  years.  The  Redeemer 
Church  will  be  added  to  the  St.  Mark  Charge, 
which  is  now  served  by  the  Rev.  Lloyd  A. 
Foreman. 
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McClendons  To  Go 
As  Missionaries 
To  Nadiad,  India 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  McClen¬ 
don,  son-in-law  and  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Knight,  of 
Greensburg,  La.  will  be  among  the 
candidates  to  be  commissioned  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pennsylvania  this 
coming  January.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Clendon  have  been  employed  by 
the  .Mission  Board  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  go  as  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Nadiad,  India.  They  are 
expected  to  sail  on  February  26  for 
Nadiad,  and  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  Nadiad, 
state  of  Bombay. 

They  are  at  present  taking  spe¬ 
cial  orientation  training  at  the  Ken- 


dr.  james  e.  McClendon 

nerly  School  of  Missions  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  This  past  July  they 
took  a  special  course  at  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  School  of  Missions  sponsored 
by  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 


Make  the  money  your 
church  group,  lodge,  or 
civic  club  needs. 

Sell  Delicious,  Quality 

BENSON'S 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

75%  fruits  and  nuts 

Sliced  &  Holiday  Packaged 

$1  PROFIT  PER  SALE 

Free  Sales  Kit  tells  you  how, 
furnishes  publicity  materials. 
Choose  the  money-maker  your 
customers  will  appreciate. 

SEND  FOR  DETAILS  NOW  I 


Please  send  details  on  your 
cake,  plan,  prices,  terms, 
BONUS  and  $1,000  SCHOL¬ 
ARSHIP  OFFER  to: 
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BENSON'S 

Box  71 — Athens,  Ga. 


Highlight  at  the  end  of  the  Opening  Day  Services  at  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  November  8,  was  the  Cryar  Chorus  from  Mansfield  Methodist 
Church.  The  choir,  made  of  interested  and  dedicated  laymen  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Mansfield,  rendered  a  beautiful  message  in  song. 

Pastor  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church  is  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner. 


es  in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  McClendon,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  Palmer  McClendon,  is 
a  native  of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He 
attended  Trinity  University  in  San 
Antonio  and  Southwestern  Univer¬ 
sity,  of  Georgetown,  Texas,  during 
his  pre-medical  training,  receiving 
the  B.  S.  Degree  from  the  latter, 
Magna  Cum  Laude,  in  1951.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  medical  training  in  Tu- 
lane  University,  of  New  Orleans 
and  obtained  his  M.  D.  Degree  in 
1955.  Following  his  one  year  of 
internship  at  Charity  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans  he  served  two  years 
as  a  Resident  in  Internal  Medicine 
at  the  R.  B.  Green  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  On 
July  1st  he  completed  his  specialty 
training  in  Internal  Medicine  on  a 
fellowship  at  the  Alton  Ochaner 


mrs.  McClendon  and  marvin 


Whitehall  Court 

El  Dorado’s  Finest 

In  City  -  U.  S.  Hiway  82  West 

Best  Western  -  AAA 
Swimming  Pool-Air  Conditioned 
Wall  to  Wall  Carpeting 
Television  -  Radio  -  Telephones 

El  Dorado,  Arkansas 
Telephone  UN  3-4136 


Medical  Foundation  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Mrs.  McClendon,  the  former  Ola 
Marie  Knight,  graduated  from 
Marksville  High  School  and  at¬ 
tended  Louisiana  State  University 
in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  receiv¬ 
ing  her  B.  S.  Degree  in  Nursing 
Education  in  1954.  She  received 
also  her  Registered  Nursing  cer¬ 
tificate  the  same  year.  After  her 
marriage  in  August  of  1954,  she 
taught  Nursing  Arts  and  Gynecol¬ 
ogy  at  the  Charity  Hospital  School 
of  Nursing  in  New  Orleans  for  two 
years. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  McClendon,  married 
in  Cameron,  La.  by  her  father,  Rev. 
Jas.  A.  Knight,  who  is  pastor  of  the 
Wakefield  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  have  a  son,  Marvin  James, 
now  three  years  old  and  expect 
their  second  child  about  Christmas 
time.  Mrs.  McClendon  will  be  in 
charge  of  Nurses  Training  in  the 
Nadiad  Hospital.  They  are  tenta¬ 
tively  scheduled  to  sail  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  on  February  26,  1960  via 
Southampton,  England. 
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Methodist  Churches 
To  Observe 
175th  Anniversary 

The  Methodist  Churches  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Ruston  District 
will  observe  the  175th  Anniversary 
of  the  Christmas  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Sunday  afternoon  January  3  will 
be  the  time  of  this  observance.  A 
pageant  will  be  presented  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Minden. 
This  will  act  out  some  of  the  high 
points  of  this  Christmas  Conference 
held  in  1784.  Preceeding  the  pag¬ 
eant  there  will  be  a  procession 
showing  how  these  ministers  might 
have  come  to  the  Lovely  Lane 
Chapel  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

First  Methodist  Church  of  Min¬ 
den,  Lakeview  Methodist  Church  of 
Minden,  Pine  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  Hefflin  Methodist  Church, 
Brushwood  Methodist  Church, 
Ringgold  Methodist  Church,  and 
Bienville  Methodist  Church  have 
been  represented  in  the  planning 
sessions.  The  Methodist  Churches 
of  Homer  and  Hayneville  will  also 
be  a  part  of  the  pageant  and  pro¬ 
cession. 


Give  The  Upper  Room 
for  Christmas ! 

Sp  ecial  OUer 

Here  is  the  perfect  Christmas  gift  for 
everyone  on  your  list,  especially  tor 
those  individuals  or  families  who  “have 
everything”:  a  gift  subscription  to  The 
Upper  Room. 

Containing  devotionals  with  a  medita¬ 
tion,  Bible  reading  and  prayer  for  every 
day  in  the  new  year,  The  Upper  Room 
will  be  a  daily  reminder  of  the  giver’s 
thoughtfulness. 

Under  the  special  Christmas  rate,  you 
save  one-third  by  ordering  three  or  more 
yearly  subscriptions  at  one  time  —  three 
subscriptions  for  $2.00,  six  for  $4.00,  etc. 
Send  payment  with  order. 

Attractive  gift  announcement  folders  will 
be  sent  free  in  your  name.  (Be  sure  to 
show  how  the  folders  are  to  be  signed.) 
Send  your  order  TODAY  to 
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CHRISTIE  EDUCATION 

No.  Ark.  Conf.  Notes 

Important  Training 
Week  is  Held 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


Keep  The  Fire  Burning! 

One  of  my  seminary  professors, 
Dr.  William  L.  Stidger,  once  told  of 
a  rugged  Tennessean.  He  and  his 
family  had  lived  in  the  mountains 
of  Tennessee  for  three  generations 
by  the  time  a  great  dam  was  built 
to  provide  electric  power.  Govern¬ 
ment  engineers  were  flooding  a 
deep  valley  in  the  mountains  in 
connection  with  the  program.  It 
meant  moving  a  good  many  cabins 
to  locations  out  of  the  path  of  the 
waters. 

This  old  mountaineer  occupied 
one  of  the  cabins  in  the  path  of  the 
water.  For  generations  this  struc¬ 
ture  had  been  the  family  home. 
When  the  government  engineers 
asked  the  old  man  to  move,  he  re¬ 
fused.  They  offered  him  five  times 
the  worth  of  his  cabin  and  land  if 
he  would  sell  and  move.  Still  he 
refused  even  to  talk  it  over. 

Finally,  the  government  built  a 
lovely  modern  home  for  the  man 
and  his  family  and  offered  to  give 
it  to  him  if  he  would  move  from 
the  old  cabin.  His  reply  was  still 
negative.  This  was  about  more  than 
even  the  government  engineers 
could  understand.  They  had  faced 
reluctant  movers  before,  but  they 
had  exhausted  all  possible  alterna¬ 
tives,  short  of  picking  the  fellow  up 
and  carrying  him  out.  “WJiy  won’t 
you  move  into  this  lovely  modern 
home?”  they  inquired  of  the  old 
man. 

In  reply  he  explained  that  his 
grandfather  had  started  a  fire  on 
the  hearth  of  this  old  cabin  and 
had  instructed  his  son  never  to  let 
it  go  out.  That  son  passed  on  the 
fire  and  the  instructions  to  this  man 
who  regarded  the  continuing  fire  as 
a  family  symbol  and  a  sacred  heri¬ 
tage. 

Well,  you  know  what  the  gov¬ 
ernment  engineers  did!  They  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  old  man  that  they 
would  gather  up  the  fire  from  the 
fireplace  and  carry  its  live  coals  to 
the  new  house  and  deposit  them  in 
the  fireplace  there.  Thus  the  fire 
would  continue  unhampered  and 
would  be  alive  in  a  new  setting. 
This  was  sufficient  for  the  old  man. 
He  agreed  to  move,  explaining  his 
decision  with  the  words,  “All  I 
want  is  to  keep  alive  the  fire  of  my 
fathers!” 

There’s  a  new  year  not  very  far 
away.  And  I  wonder  if  youth 
shouldn’t  be  thinking  about  carry¬ 
ing  into  the  new  year  something  of 
the  richness  of  the  heritage  of  our 
Christian  faith  and  fellowship,  so 
that  we  may  keep  it  alive  in  the 
new  setting  of  a  new  year.  I  am 
not  trying  to  rush  the  season  any. 
I  am  trying  to  suggest  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  taking  stock  of  our  heri¬ 
tage  and  our  stewardship  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  before  the  fire  goes  out 
in  the  lost  throes  of  the  old  year. 
Let  the  remaining  days  of  1959  find 
us  making  mental  notes  of  what  we 
have  received  from  God,  from  fam¬ 
ily,  and  from  church  this  year,  that 
we  want  to  be  certain  to  carry  along 
with  us  into  the  untried  days  and 
months  of  1960. 

The  faith  of  our  fathers  will  be 
“living  still”  in  1969  for  us,  only 
if  we  share  the  old  man’s  determi- 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


R«I*C»Ei 

The  R.I.C.E.  Sub-District  Meth- 
meeting  November  8,  1959,  in 

Rayne,  La.,  at  2:30  p.m. 

The  program  on  Christian  Citi¬ 
zenship  was  held  by  the  Rayne 
members. 

After  the  program  the  business 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Ronald  Sarver. 

The  roll  was  called  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  present:  Rayne  — 
8  Indian  Bayou  —  0;  Crowley  First 
Church  —  0;  Crowley  Wesley  —  1; 
Ebenezer  —  4;  Maxie  and  Iota  — 
4;  Kaplan  —  0. 

Eberezer  received  the  attendance 
banner  with  a  2/3%. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

A  discussion  of  how  to  make  the 
Local  and  Sub-District  M.Y.F. 
meetings  more  interesting. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  and 
everyone  enjoyed  refreshments 
served  by  the  Rayne  M.Y.F. 


Red-White  River 

The  Red-White  River  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  (Batesville  District)  met  in 
the  Judsonia  Methodist  Church 
November  23.  The  regular  meeting 
was  preceded  by  the  Council  meet¬ 
ing  with  Steve  Wright  presiding. 
The  Melody  Maids,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Miss  Rexann  Oiler, 
choral  director  in  the  Searcy  High 
School,  sang  four  numbers  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  Thanksgiving  theme. 
Bob  Scott  Fuller  lead  in  congrega¬ 
tional  singing.  Rev.  Maurice  Lanier 
was  the  principal  speaker  and  de¬ 
livered  a  fine  message  on  “Youth 
and  Thanksgiving.”  He  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Miss  Margaret  Gurley. 
Shortly  after  the  program  the 
eighty-nine  young  epople  enjoyed 
games  and  refreshments  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  the  church.  The  moth¬ 
ers  of  the  Judsonia  group  served 
the  refreshments. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Jinske  introduced  the 
pastors  present.  They  were,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  himself,  Rev.  Charles  Reed, 
Rev.  Maurice  Lanier,  Rev.  Arvest 
Lawson,  and  Rev.  William  Wilder. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Bald  Knob. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Fayetteville 

The  UNICEF  drive  for  the  City 
of  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  collected  a 
total  of  $493.61. 

Junior  High  youth  in  these 
churches  participated:  Central 
Methodist,  40;  First  Presbyterian, 
21;  Episcopal,  15;  Baptist,  2;  Cath¬ 
olic,  4;  Unitarian,  2;  First  Christian, 
12.  The  number  of  youth  totaled 
96  who  went  into  homes  in  Fayette¬ 
ville  on  Sunday  evening,  5:30- 
7:30,  Nov.  1. 

The  Ministerial  alliance  and  the 
United  Church  Women  backed  the 
program. 


nation  to  keep  alive  the  fires  of  our 
fathers,  and  determine  to  keep  alive 
in  our  lives  and  actions  the  faith  of 
our  fathers. 


By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

This  week  is  an  important  train¬ 
ing  week  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.  Training  Schools  in 
and  within  reach  of  a  number  of 
churches  will  give  an  opportunity 
for  many  persons  to  get  special 
training  during  the  week. 

Miss  Sarah  Bagley  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.  offered  the  course  on  Goals 
and  Materials  for  Methodist  Church 
Schools,  Marion  Methodist  Church, 
November  29-December  1. 


There  was  a  three  unit  training 
school  at  Bentonville  for  the  Ben- 
tonville-Rogers  areas  of  the  Fay¬ 
etteville  District,  held  at  Benton¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church,  November 
30-December  2.  The  following 
courses  were  offered:  Teachings  of 
the  Prophets,  Rev.  Robt.  E.  L. 
Bearden;  How  to  Read  and  Study 
the  Bible,  Rev.  J.  Hillman  Byram; 
and  Understanding  Ourselves,  Rev. 
Joe  Taylor. 

This  training  school  offered  a 
rich  opportunity  for  members  of 
all  churches  within  that  section  to 
get  a  good  personal  enrichment 
course. 


The  Paris  Methodist  Church  had 
a  one  unit  training  school  on  The 
Gospel  of  Luke,  November  29-De¬ 
cember  2,  taught  by  Miss  Mildred 
Osment.  This  is  the  Bible  course 
being  emphasized  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  this 
year.  This  was  a  splendid  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  that  section  of  the  Ft. 
Smith  District. 


Miss  Barbara  Meacham  offered 
the  course  on  How  to  Teach  in  the 
Church  School,  Conway,  First 
Methodist  Church,  November  29- 
December  2.  All  the  churches 
within  reach  of  Conway  First 
Church  were  welcomed  in  this 
school. 


The  churches  within  the  reach  of 
Pocahontas  were  offered  an  excel¬ 
lent  Bible  course  November  30-De¬ 
cember  2,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  William  M.  Wilder.  He  gave 
the  course  on  How  to  Read  and 
Study  the  Bible. 


The  Waldron  Methodist  Church 
and  the  churches  of  the  Waldron 
charge  and  other  churches  within 
reach  of  Waldron  were  offered  a 
two  unit  training  school  November 
30-December  2,  as  follows:  The 
Work  of  the  Local  Church,  Rev.  E. 
J.  Holifield  and  The  Meaning  of 
Methodism,  Rev.  Frank  Jones. 


Other  training  schools  will  be  in 
progress,  over  a  longer  period  of 
time,  but  having  one  or  more  class 
sessions  during  this  week: 

Goddard  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  is  having,  The  Meaning  of 
Methodism. 

Midland  Heights  is  having  the 
course  on  How  to  Teach  in  the 
Church  School. 

Clarendon  is  having  the  course 
on  The  Meaning  of  Methodism. 

Corning  will  have  just  completed 
the  study  on  the  role  of  the  United 
Nations. 


Church  and  Church  School  Survey 

Letters  have  gone  out  to  all  pas¬ 
tors  asking  them  to  cooperate  with 


Vocations  Conf. 

At  Pine  Bluff 
Attended  by  125 

About  125  young  people  from  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  attended 
the  Christian  Vocations  Conference 
at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  First 
Methodist  Church,  November  27-28. 

Miss  Irene  Thornton,  Little  Rock 
Conference  Youth  Director,  said: 
“Any  form  of  work  in  which  you 
can  be  true  to  your  inner  convic¬ 
tions,  earn  a  living  for  yourself  and 
those  depending  upon  you,  and  per¬ 
form  a  needed  service  for  your  fel- 
lowmen  is  a  Christian  vocation. 
Whatever  our  work,  we  should  look 
upon  it  as  one  of  the  ways  in  which 
we  cooperate  with  God  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  mankind.” 

The  platform  speaker  for  the  con¬ 
ference  was  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bear¬ 
den,  pastor  of  Central  Methodist 
Church,  Fayetteville.  Mrs.  Edward 
McLean,  director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  Malvern,  wrote  the  drama 
that  was  used  in  the  closing  wor¬ 
ship  Friday  night. 

Instructors  and  Interest  Groups 
included: '  Walter  Truelock  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Agriculture;  Kenneth  Theis 
of  Pine  Bluff,  Business;  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  McLean  of  Malvern,  Christian 
Education;  Miss  Jo  Ann  Newby, 
director  Arkansas-Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  Public  Relations,  Communica¬ 
tive  Arts;  Miss  Frances  Rudd  of 
Little  Rock,  Home  Economics;  Dr. 
Thomas  E.  Townsend  of  Pine  Bluff, 
Medicine;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Montgomery 
of  Little  Rock,  Music:  Miss  Pa¬ 
tricia  Greenwood  of  Hot  SDrings. 
Social  Work;  Miss  Mildred  Sherrod 
of  Arkadelphia,  Teaching;  Rev.  C. 
Ray  Hozendorf,  Ministry  and  Dr. 
Fred  Harrison  of  Hot  Springs, 
Adults. 


the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Board  of  Education  in  a  study  to 
discover  basic  facts  about  church 
and  church  school  membership. 
Each  pastor  is  being  asked  through 
the  cooperation  of  his  lay  leader¬ 
ship  to  secure  the  following  infor¬ 
mation:  Total  church  membership, 
Total  resident  church  membership, 
Number  of  resident  church  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  members  of  the 
church  school,  Total  church  school 
membership,  Number  of  church 
school  members  of  junior  age  or 
above  who  are  not  members  of  the 
church  where  they  are  in  the 
church  school. 


Church  School  Evangelism 

It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  mak¬ 
ing  plans  for  the  period  of  church 
school  evangelism  emphasis,  Janu- 
ary-April.  The  following  things 
need  to  be  done: 

Secure  leaflets  on  church  school 
evangelism  and  make  a  careful 
study  of  these  materials. 

Plan  a  period  of  study  for  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  teachers  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  church  school  evangel¬ 
ism. 

Make  a  careful  prospect  list  of 
all  church  school  pupils  of 
junior  age  and  above  who  are 
not  professed  Christians  and 
members  of  the  local  church. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
bring  each  one  of  the  prospects 
into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church  on  profession  of  faith, 
or  by  transfer  if  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  other  churches. 
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New  Orleans  District 
Conducts  World 
Trade  Workshop 

The  Workshop  on  World  Trade 
held  November  18  in  the  Council 
Chambers  of  the  Civic  Center  in 
New  Orleans  was  well  attended 
and  considered  a  success.  The 
workshop  was  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  R.  W.  Har'kness,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  secretary  of  Chris¬ 
tian  social  relations.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kil¬ 
patrick,  conference  president,  at¬ 
tended. 

The  program  “How  Vital  is  World 
Trade  to  New  Orleans”  opened 
with  the  presentation  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Christian  flags  by  the 
American  Legion  and  Invocation  by 
Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  district  super¬ 
intendent.  Mrs.  J.  McLean  sang 
“The  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

Profile  of  New  Orleans  was  given 
by  representatives  of  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Nicholas  Gordon  and 
Herbert  Oliver.  Foreign  represen¬ 
tatives  speaking  were:  Werner 
Nethe,  Deputy  Head  of  W.  Germany 
Economic  Section  of  Consulate 
Staff;  Dr.  Ettore  Scampicchio, 
Trade  Commissioner  of  Italy,  and 
Dudley  Williams,  Consul  of  Great 
Britain. 

Other  speakers  were:  Clay  Shaw, 
Managing  Director  of  International 
Trade  Mart;  J.  Lucian  Gilbert, 
Traffic  Manager  of  Port  of  New  Or¬ 
leans;  and  Rev.  George  H.  Wilson, 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Church¬ 
es.  The  Evaluation  was  given  by 
Television  representatives. 


Sub-District  Meets 
At  Dalark 

The  John  Wesley  Sub-district  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  met  Nov.  17  at  Dalark 
Methodist  Church  in  Dalark  for 
their  regular  meeting.  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Daniel,  chairman,  presided,  the 
meeting  was  called  to  order  hy 
Hymn  singing,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Curtis  Brady  at  the  piano. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Amis  was  program 
leader.  Rev.  W.  A.  Lea  gave  the 
devotional.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Savage  gave 
an  interesting  topic  “The  Hymns 
of  Charles  Wesley”  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  group  singing  one  of 
his  hymns.  Mrs.  Guy  Shirron  gave 
a  review  on  the  book  “The  Way  In 
Africa,  The  Responsive  Church, 
and  the  Terms  of  the  Mission  To¬ 
day.”  Mrs.  Amis,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Daniel  gave  a  dramatic  dialogue 
“Alive  in  such  an  age.” 

At  the  noon  hour,  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  was  served  in  the  parson¬ 
age  home  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Lea,  with  Rev.  Lea  giving  thanks. 

The  afternoon  program  was  the 
informal  sharing  of  Summer  ex¬ 
periences  and  thoughts  in  a  testa- 
mony  meeting,  led  by  Mrs.  Amis. 

Mrs.  Clarence  Daniel  presided  at 
the  business  meeting.  They  voted 
to  send  $10.00  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edd 
Mathews,  missionaries  to  Belgium 
Congo;  they  are  now  in  school  in 
Brussells.  Mrs.  Matthews  is  the 
former  Patricia  Hunter,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Hunter  of  Ar- 
kadelphia. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
with  the  Manchester  church,  in 
February. 


On  floor:  Charlotte  Pickens,  Pansy  Puckette,  Cor¬ 
nelia  May. 

First  row:  Eunice  Cannon,  Mrs.  Hozendorf,  Jane 
Hollowell,  Tabbie  May  Moore,  Joyce  Horton,  Sue  Hud¬ 
son,  Nell  Powell,  Cecil  Waller. 

The  Wesleyan 
Service  Guile 
Of  Magnolia 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Magnolia,  Arkansas  had  their  first 
study  course  for  the  year,  “Con¬ 
temporary  Man  and  the  United 
Nations,”  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Trebie  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Tabbie 
Mae  Moore.  Each  member  of  the 
guild  had  a  part  in  heip-nl  with 


Back  row:  Rev.  Hozendorf,  Jessie  Mae  Tyson, 
Eunice  Mize,  Marie  Ramsey,  Florrie  Franklin,  Florine 
Jordan,  Marilyn  Moore,  Louise  Phillips,  Marie  Tye,  Mabel 
Pittman,  and  Ruby  Kaminer. 


balls,  Chinese  chop  suey,  Norweg¬ 
ian  Pound  cake,  arroz  con  polla 
from  Bolivia,  Greek  pudding,  Span¬ 
ish  saffron  rice,  scotch  cookies, 
Japanese  fish  and  rice,  Mexican 
chili  pit,  Brazilian  fruit  dessert, 
American  fried  chicken,  and  Turk¬ 
ish  coffee.  The  guests  and  mem¬ 
bers  agreed  that  the  Guild  members 
are  good  cooks  no  matter  what  the 
nationality  of  the  food. 

There  were  20  members  of  the 
guild  who  qualified  for  jurisdic¬ 
tional  credit  with  an  attendance 
average  of  90y4%. 


these  lessons. 

The  course  was  divided  into  four 
sections  —  the  first  two  sections 
were  presented  September  28  and 
29  and  the  final  two  sections  were 
on  October  26  and  27.  The  group 
had  a  pot  luck  supper  on  the  final 
night  of  the  study.  Each  member 
represented  a  different  United  Na¬ 
tions  country  and  came  dressed-  in 
the  costume  of  that  country,  and 
brought  food  typical  of  the  country 
they  represented. 

Some  of  the  foreign  foods  were 
Russian  Mazurka,  Swedish  meat 
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Total  sent  to  Division  . £21,264.51 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS 
Cooperative 

Booneville  Project  . $  124.99 

Car  Expense  .  119.41 

Administrative 

District  Cultivation  . $  1,071.00 

Conference  Cultivation..  .  425.99 

School  Missions  .  471.34 

Jurisdiction  Cultivation..  703.60 
M  iscellaneous 
Minutes-Printing 

Insurance,  etc .  1,048.70 

Supplies— Mary,  Iris  .  424.45 

Total  Other 

Disbursements  . $  4,389.56  $  4,389.56 

Total  Disbursements  . £25,654.07 

Balance  in  Bank  . £14,980.32 

Total  accounted  for  . $40,634.39 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
BATESVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult :  Mrs. 
Lineve  Conyers,  Batesville  Central  Ave. 
W:S.G.;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Fryar  and  Mrs.  May 
Mitchell,  Beebe;  Mrs.  Frances  Jones,  Mrs. 
Claud  Roane,  Mrs.  Ocre  Baker,  and  Mrs. 
Ruth  Tilley,  Mountain  Home.  BABY:  Me¬ 
linda  Ann  Chrisp,  Bald  Knob;  Rachel  Eng- 
ler,  Bull  Shoals. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Har¬ 
vey  Hazelwood,  Atkins. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult: 
Mrs.  Morris  Bolick,  Fayetteville  Wiggins. 
Baby:  Virginia  Ann  Waldrof,  Fayetteville 
W.S.G. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Auburn  Kendall  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ellen 
Sham,  Booneville;  Mrs.  Ida  Vance,  Mrs 
Emd  Alvarez,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rachels. 
Greenwood.  Baby:  Wendell  Page  Thomas 
and  Lawrence  Allen  LaChance,  Fort  Smith 
First  W.S.G. ;  John  Samuel  Lorenz,  Fort 
Smith  Goddard. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT-Baby:  Jimmy 
Vaughn  Moore,  Weiner. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  J 
M-  Oliver,  Corning;  Miss  Letha  Phillips 
„Mrsv  Joe  Bynum,  Paragould  First 
W.S.G.;  Jean  Cunningham  Stewart,  Walnut 
Ridge.  Baby:  William  Glenn  Stafford, 
Hardy. 


W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Second  Quarter — 1959-60 


MRS.  WILLIAM  HALL.  Treasurer 
Balance  Brought  Forward — $16,919.25 
RECEIPTS 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . *12,224.57 

W.S.G .  3,767.79 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  400.00 

W.S.G .  90.00 

Remembrance  .  96.00 

Result  Study  .  146.46 

Supplies — Home : 

W.S.C.S .  828.57 

W.S.G .  192.50 

Supplies — Foreign : 

W.S.C.S .  1,441.83 

W.S.G .  321.92 

Week  of  Prayer : 

W.S.C.S .  3,167.02 

W.S.G .  502.49 

Supplementary  .  100.00 

Pins  .  2.25 


! . $18,406.70 

. $  4,874.70 


Total— W.S.C.S. 

Total— W.S.G. 

Total  received  from 

Eight  District  Treasurers  . $23,281.40 

OTHER  RECEIPTS 

M.Y.F . $  298.20 

Children  .  4.80 

Refunds  .  130.74 


$  433.74 

Total  Other  Receipts  . $  433.74 

Total  to  be  accounted  for  . $40,634.39 

DISBURSEMENTS 
TO  DIVISION— 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $10,224.57 

W.S.G .  3,561.43 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  400.00 

W.S.G .  90.00 

Remembrance  .  96.00 

M.Y.F .  298.20 

Children  .  4.80 

Total— W.S.C.S . $11,023.57 

Total— W.S.G . $  3,651.43 

Total  on  Appropriation  . $14,675.00 

Supplies — Home  . $  1,021.07 

Supplies — Foreign  .  L763.75 

Week  Prayer  .  3,669.51 

Supplementary  .  100.00 

Division  Cultivation  .  35.18 


Societies  Unite 
In  Study 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Bald  Knob 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  the  Judsonia  Methodist 
Church  conducted  a  joint  study  of 
thd  United  Nations  and  Its  Work 
for  World  Peace.  Four  meetings 
were  held — two  at  Bald  Knob  and 
two  at  Judsonia.  Each  meeting 
consisted  of  two  fifty-minute  peri¬ 
ods  making  a  total  for  the  course 
of  eight  fifty-minute  periods. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Jinske  was  the  in¬ 
structor,  assisted  by  Doyle 
Ward,  who  also  made  the  trip  to 
the  United  Nations.  Others  assist¬ 
ing  with  the  program  were  Rev. 
Maurice  Lanier,  Mrs.  Lanier,  Mrs. 
Honeycutt,  James  Dailey,  and 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Giles.  The  attendance 
was  good.  About  twenty  from  each 
church  were  enrolled. 


Mrs.  Samuel  Levy  of  Natchitoches 
is  shown  leading  the  mission  study 
" Contemporary  Man  and  the  U.N." 
at  Nolley  Memorial  Woman's  So¬ 
ciety  at  Jena,  La.  Mrs.  Levy  has 
visited  the  United  Nations  many 
times,  and  was  much  appreciated  by 
the  members  at  Jena. 
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The  following  article,  fourth  of  the  series,  is  chapter  V  of  "Total  En¬ 
listment,"  a  recent  publication  of  Methodist  Evangelistic  Materials  and  is 
used  here  by  special  permission  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism. 
The  article  is  here  published  to  further  Methodism's  Total  Enlistment  pro¬ 
gram  during  1959  and  1960. 


Total  Enlistment  For 
Church  Vocations 


By  Bishop  Donald  Harvey  Tippett 
Resident  Bishop,  San  Francisco  Area 


IN  Joseph  Conrad’s  thrilling  adventure  story, 
Nostromo,  Signora  Teresa,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  she  is  on  her  death-bed  and  knows 
it  full  well,  tries  desperately  to  dissuade 
Gian’  Battista,  better  known  as  Nostromo,  from 
his  pursuit  of  a  dangerous  mission  that  could 
easily  terminate  in  his  death.  “They  have  turned 
your  head  with  their  praises,”  gasps  the  dying 
woman.  Nostromo’s  reply:  “I  am  needed!” 
leaves  no  opening  for  rebuttal. 

I  am  needed!  In  determining  what  voca¬ 
tion  one  will  choose  as  his  own,  there  is  nothing 
more  decisive  than  the  realization  that  he  is 
needed.  Other  considerations  may  loom  large 
at  the  start,  but  at  the  final  point  of  decision 
nothing  carries  as  much  weight  as  the  assurance 
that  one  is  needed  and  the  need  is  great. 

This  being  true,  there  should  be  currently 
an  unprecedented  influx  of  young  men  and 
women  into  the  several  church  vocations,  be¬ 
cause  never  in  history  has  the  need  been  great¬ 
er  than  at  the  present.  With  15,000  Protestant 
pulpits  without  preachers  to  fill  them,  the  need 
becomes  obvious.  In  The  Methodist  Church  we 
have  gained  more  than  two  million  members 
since  1940,  but  we  have  864  fewer  ministers  in 
the  effective  relationship.  This  of  course  means 
a  tremendously  heavier  load  for  the  average 
minister  to  carry.  We  have  been  losing  an  aver¬ 
age  of  about  1,200  ministers  each  year  since  1952 
by  death,  retirement,  location,  and  withdrawal. 
That,  of  course,  calls  for  1,200  new  men  as  re¬ 
placements. 

In  addition  to  that  staggering  load,  we  must 
provide  500  additional  men  for  the  new  churches 
that  are  being  built;  450  men  to  serve  in  multi¬ 
ple  ministers,  such  as  associate  pastors  and  the 
like;  375  pastors  to  serve  in  new  charges  result¬ 
ing  from  the  separation  of  circuits;  and  275 
ministers  to  serve  in  other  important  areas  of 
church  work,  such  as  military  and  institutional 
chaplanicies  and  in  other  special  appointments, 
such  as  conference,  area  and  jurisdictional  exec¬ 
utives  together  with  a  constantly  increasing 
number  of  men  needed  for  assignment  to  the 
boards,  commission  and  agencies  of  the  general 
church,  members  of  facilities  of  our  seminaries 


and  colleges,  and  Methodism’s  share  in  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  interdenomination  work. 

The  demands  for  directors  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  are  greater  than  ever  before,  and  with 
mission  fields  white  to  the  harvest  we  are  piti¬ 
fully  short  of  harvesters;  indeed  we  have  lost 
ground  here  in  a  frightening  way  (we  have  900 
fewer  missionaries  than  we  had  in  1922).  This 
dismal  recital  of  our  current  situation  does  serve 
to  clear  how  very  great  is  the  need  for  able 
young  ministers.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  oppor¬ 
tunity  afforded  by  the  pastoral  ministry  is 
bright  with  promise  today  as  never  before  be¬ 
cause  of  the  present  improved  interest  in  re¬ 
ligion.  The  current  religious  revival  offers 
new  and  greater  opportunities  for  the  dedicated 
ar.d  able  pastors  and  suggests  that  many  more 
people  will  follow  if  adequate  ministerial  lead¬ 
ership  is  provided. 

The  need  is  great;  the  opportunity  even 
greater! 

Why  then  is  the  response  on  the  part  of 
qualified  young  people  not  more  encouraging? 
One  reason  is  that  the  Church  and  her  allies 
have  not  been  as  aggressive  in  the  matter  of 
recruitment  as  have  most  other  groups  respon¬ 
sible  for  securing  manpower.  Industry,  busi¬ 
ness,  science,  these  and  many  other  vocations 
are  competing  with  one  another  and  with  the 
Church  for  the  best  of  our  youth.  High-pow¬ 
ered  recruitment  specialists,  committed  to  the 
task  of  enlisting  the  cream  of  each  graduating 
crop,  dangle  glittering  inducements  in  front  of 
the  most  promising  football,  baseball  and  bas¬ 
ketball  players,  to  frantic  appeals  for  engineers 
qualified  to  operate  late-model  atomic-powered 
machinery,  and  for  scientists  capable  of  under¬ 
standing  and  exploiting  Nature’s  choicest  treas¬ 
ures. 


Industry  and  commerce  are  not  penurious 
with  those  they  hope  to  enlist;  they  make  fab¬ 
ulous  financial  offers  that  are  hard  to  turn 
down.  Technology  is  no  less  reserved  in  its 
offer  of  rewards  to  prospective  employees. 
Against  this  sort  of  tough  competition  the  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  Church  are  compelled  to  operat 
Their  task  is  not  an  easy  one.  It  is  complicat^. 
further  by  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  some 
solicit  men  openly  for  the  ministry  beca"«-p 
high  regard  for  the  “divine  call  to  the  ministry.” 

The  Call  of  God 

’  In  a  series  of  three  round  table  discussi  ns 
on  “The  Ministry”  sponsored  by  The  Christian 
Advocate  in  January  and  February,  1950,  r  d 
held  in  Evanston,  Denver,  and  Dal'as.  it  was 
the  consensus  of  the  three  groups  that  “the  min¬ 
ister,  no  matter  what  his  special  task  in  the 
Church  must  be  called.  Churches  may  call  him, 
needs  may  call,  events  and  movements  may 
call,  but  unless  he  hears  God’s  call,  and  answers, 
he  is  destined  to  be  a  failure.”  The  members  of 
those  round  table  discussion  groups  did  not 
agree  on  what  constitutes  the  call  of  God,  but 
they  were  unanimous  in  believing  it  a  prerequi¬ 
site  for  the  ministry. 

Dating  from  the  Protestant  Reformation,  it 
has  been  generally  admitted  that  “the  call”  to 
the  pastoral  ministry,  to  missionary  work,  to 
Christian  education,  and  to  the  chaplaincy  can¬ 
not  or  should  not  be  divorced  from  the  basic 
concept  of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers.  One’s 
calling  can  be  fulfilled  in  any  decent  vocation, 
not  just  in  one  connected  with  the  Church. 
Christian  vocations  in  the  more  inclusive  as¬ 
pects  have  been  adequately  treated  in  this  book 
by  Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voigt.  In  this  chapter, 
while  acknowledging  the  broader  base  of  all 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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Christian  vocations,  we  confine  ourselves  to 
those  which  belong  directly  to  the  Church. 

While  this  is  not  the  place  to  elaborate  on 
the  validity  or  the  necessity  of  the  call  of  God 
to  the  ministry,  it  seems  clear  that  God  does 
His  best  work  for  men  through  men.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  He  does  His  best  healing  through  men,  as 
a  short  visit  to  those  parts  of  the  world  where 
physicians  and  surgeons  are  as  yet  unknown  will 
demonstrate  beyond  per-adventure.  God  has 
a  way  of  entrusting  to  some  men  the  secrets  of 
healing — medicine,  diet,  sanitation,  surgery. 

Just  as  God  uses  some  men  in  His  healing 
ministry,  so  He  uses  others  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  His  purposes  in  other  areas  of  endeavor, 
and  this  is  particularly  true  in  His  use  of  man 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel.  God  has 
tried  other  devises  for  making  the  Good  News 
known  to  man  but  none  of  them  worked  as  well 
as  the  “Word”  when  it  “became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us.”  That  was  a  translation  that  even 
the  children  could  understand.  And  ever  since 
Jesus  walked  the  dusty  roads  of  Galilee,  men 
have  been  God’s  best  sounding-boards  for  mak¬ 
ing  articulate  His  eternal  voice. 

Just  as  God  makes  use  of  man  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  healing  and  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel,  so  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that 
He  uses  man  in  reinforcing  His  call  to  other 
men.  That  this  is  so,  seems  to  be  substantiated 
by  a  study  that  Dr.  Ralph  Felton  made  of  1,978 
ministers.  Thirty-four  per  cent  of  these  men 
credited  their  pastors  as  being  the  major  influ¬ 
ence  that  led  to  their  decision  to  enter  'the  min¬ 
istry.  The  next  largest  group  of  these  men 
(17.4  per  cent)  testified  that  their  mothers  were 
the  persursive  factor,  while  11.2  per  cent  at¬ 
tributed  their  decision  to  their  father’s  prompt¬ 
ing.  Thus  a  total  of  62.6  per  cent  of  these  men 
were  led  into  the  ministry  by  pastors  or  parents. 
The  remaining  37.4  per  cent  were  brought  to 
their  decision  by  the  encouragement  or  persua¬ 
sion  of  the  following  (listed  in  the  order  of  de¬ 
clining  numerical  importance):  evangelist,  col¬ 
lege  teacher,  Sunday  school  teacher,  missionary, 
college  friend,  wife,  girl  friend,  high  school 
teacher,  high  school  friend,  vocational  guidance 
counselor.  It  is  of  significance  to  note  that 
every  one  of  the  1,978  ministers  used  bv  Dr.  Fel¬ 
ton  in  his  sampling  admitted  the  influence  of 
some  one  or  more  of  these  in  fixing  his  “call  to 
the  ministry.” 

The  Claims  of  the  Church 

In  the  light  of  the  Felton  findings,  we  would 
seem  to  be  justified  in  pressing  the  claims  of 
the  Church  for  full-time  service,  without  In 
any  way  interfering  with  the  divine  inner  call. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  study  that  the  inner 
divine  call  frequently  needs  to  be  augmented  or 
encouraged  from  the  outside.  Is  it  not  reason¬ 
able  to  assume  that  it  was  God  working  through 
pastor,  parents,  and  all  the  rest  in  firming  up 
the  conviction,  just  as  it  was  God  who  was 
speaking  to  the  inner  consciousness  of  the  one 
called?  The  role  played  by  pastor,  parent, 
teacher,  friend,  is  part  of  God’s  call.  It  is  more 
often  than  not  God’s  way_of  calling  men  to  the 
ministry.  Why  then  should  we  be  hesitant  or 
reluctant  about  pressing  the  claims  of  the 
Church  on  our  best  qualified  youth  for  full-time 
service?  Charles  H.  Parkhurst  in  the  Lyman 
Beecher  Lectures  of  1913  gives  encouragement 
to,  if  not  complete  confirmation  of,  such  a  con¬ 
clusion  in  these  words: 

“.  .  .whether  God  communicates  to  me  his 
thought  concerning,  and  his  purpose  respecting 
me,  through  the  counsel  of  a  friend,  through  the 
shaping  of  circumstances,  or  by  a  dream,  a  vis¬ 
ion,  a  burning  bush,  a  great  light,  or  less  start¬ 
lingly,  but  more  in  consonance  with  the  usual 
method  of  divine  procedure,  by  the  drawing  of 
my  own  temperament  and  the  peculiar  fitness 
natively  inherent  in  me,  my  calling  in  the  latter 
case,  equally  as  in  the  former  ones,  is  a  calling 
fi’om  the  Lord.”  , 

— Parkhurst:  The  Pulpit  and  the  Pew, 
Yale  University  Press,  page  16 

There  appears  to  be  nothing  incongruous 
with  a  strong,  virile — even  an  aggressive— so¬ 
licitation  of  likely  candidates  for  the  ministry; 
indeed  such  solicitation  may  well  be  the  most 
conclusive  factor  in  bringing  “the  call”  to  frui¬ 
tion. 

If  we  as  a  Church  expect  to  continue  to 


grow  in  numerical  strength  and  in  spiritual 
power,  it  is  imperative  that  every  pastor,  every 
congregation,  every  Methodist  school,  college 
and  university,  every  Wesley  Foundation  and 
Fellowship  and  every  theological  school  begin 
now  with  zeal  —  greater  than  ever  before  —  to 
dedicate  themselves  severally  and  corporately 
to  a  program  of  “Total  Enlistment  for  Church 
-  Vocation.”  Our  superior  youth  must  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  challenge  of  the  ministry — 
pastoral,  missionary,  teaching,  or  as  chaplains. 
To  recruit  promising  young  men  and  women  for 
such  church  vocations  is  at  once  the  opportunity 
and  the  responsibility  of  us  all.  No  other  rea¬ 
son  for  our  current  shortage  of  ministers,  es¬ 
pecially  good  ones,  excels  our  reluctance  to 
place  strongely  before  our  finest  young  people 
the  ministry  as  a  life  work.  Today  the  Church 
and  all  its  agencies  and  allies  are  under  man¬ 
date  to  discover  and  enlist  our  ablest  youth  for 
church  vocations — the  parish  ministry,  the  chap¬ 
laincy,  missionary  work,  teaching  in  seminaries, 
and  the  wjiole  field  of  Christian  education. 

No  program  envisioning  “Total  Enlistment 
for  Church  Vocations”  can  expect  to  succeed 
without  the  endorsement  and  the  undivided  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  family.  Christian  parents  should 
be  helped  to  realize  how  important  their  role 
is  in  creating  a  home  atmosphere  conducive  to 
the  making  of  decisions  favorable  to  full-time 
church  work  (in  some  one  of  the  categories  list¬ 
ed  above).  If  the  indifference,  and  too  often 
the  opposition  of  parents  to  their  children  giv¬ 
ing  themselves  to  some  lifetime  Christian  en¬ 
terprise  can  be  overcome,  the  number  of  can¬ 
didates  for  church  vocations  will  increase  amaz¬ 
ingly.  And,  if  the  parents  themselves  go  a  step 
further  and  give  unconcealed  encouragement 
to  their  sons  and  daughters,  the  number  will  be 
increased  even  more.  Dr.  Felton’s  study  in¬ 
dicated  that  second  only  to  the  influence  of  the 
pastor  was  that  of  mother  and  father  in  this 
matter  of  making  decisions  for  the  ministry. 
Any  program  for  "total  enlistment”  dare  not 
ignore  the  potential  in  parents  as  recruitment 
agencies. 

Channels  for  Enlisting  Youth 

Another  fruitful  field  for  enlisting  for 
church  vocations  is  found  in  MYF  institutes  and 
summer  camps.  Student  conferences  sponsored 
by  the  Department  of  College  and  University 
Religious  Life  can  be  a  far  greater  factor  in  the 
recruitment  program  even  than  in  the  past. 
Wesley  Foundations  and  Wesley  Fellowships 
have  made  significant  contributions  of  minis¬ 
terial  candidates  in  the  past.  During  1957-58, 
there  were  742  ministerial  candidates  from  115 
centers  reported  by  Dr.  Heil  D.  Bollinger  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education.  This  was  an  in¬ 
crease  of  10.6  per  cent  over  1956-57.  About  26 
per  cent  of  the  Methodist  students  currently  in 
seminary  preparing  for  the  ministry  came  out 
of  Wesley  Foundations.  This  is  a  most  product¬ 
ive  field,  and  if  “total  enlistment”  is  empha¬ 
sized,  contributions  to  the  ministerial-man- 
power  pool  can  be  even  greater  in  the  future. 

Link  this  important  Wesley  Foundation  po¬ 
tential  to  the  revealing  fact  that  nearly  50  per 
cent  of  all  Methodists  who  enroll  for  theological 
education  come  from  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities,  and  you  will  see  how  rich  the 
campus  soil  is  for  recruitment.  When  half  of 
our  theological  students  come  from  Methodist 
schools  and  more  than  half  of  the  remainder 
come  from  Wesley  Foundations,  it  is  not  hard 
to  see  why  these  two  areas  of  endeavor  need  to 
be  cultivated  for  the  “total  enlistment”  pro¬ 
gram.  A  “total  enlistment”  program  that  does 
not  include  the  presidents,  deans  and  professors 
of  our  Methodist  schools  and  the  directors  of 
our  Wesley  Foundations  cannot  result  in  “total 
enlistment.”  Such  leaders  as  these  in  the  stra¬ 
tegic  educational  centers  with  imagination  and 
deep  devotion  to  the  Church  have  almost  un¬ 
limited  opportunities  for  guiding  students 
toward  the  distinctively  church  vocations. 

In  the  program  of  enlistment  for  church  vo¬ 
cations,  the  laymen  and  laywomen  can  and 
should  play  a  vital  part.  The  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities  offers  a  program,  “Futures  Unlimited.” 
This  is  designed  to  help  Methodist  Men’s  Clubs 
to  enlist  and  to  assist  worthy  young  people  who 
are  planning  to  enter  the  ministry  or  missions. 
The  Methodist  Church  would  enjoy  a  new  vital¬ 
ity  if  every  Methodist  Men’s  Club  would  give 
itself  in  complete  dedication  to  this  program  of 
recruitment  and  assistance. 


Most  annual  conferences  can  step  up  the 
tempo  and  the  effectiveness  of  their  Christian 
Vocations  conferences  and  in  addition  can  also 
set  up  convocations  dealing  specifically  with 
church  vocations.  The  Christian  Vocations  con¬ 
ference  could  and  doubtless  would  be  a  major 
feeder  for  the  more  circumscribed  convocation 
on  the  ministry  and  the  specific  church  voca¬ 
tions.  Some  annual  conferences  arrange  to  have 
the  young  people  as  special  guests  at  the  time 
the  class  is  received  or  at  the  time  of  the  ordi¬ 
nation  services.  The  address  to  the  class  affords 
the  bishop  a  tremendous  opportunity  to  lay  the 
claims  of  the  ministry  on  the  hearts  of  the  youth 
assembled,  while  at  the  same  time  he  sends  his' 
new  preachers  forth  upon  their  mission.  A  move¬ 
ment  to  set  aside  the  Sunday  nearest  May  24 
(Aldersgate)  as  a  day  when  from  every  pulpit 
the  ministry  would  be  lifted  up  as  a  life  voca¬ 
tion  is  gaining  a  great  deal  of  favor  in  many 
parts  of  the  Church.  Some  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  taking  seriously  their  responsibility  in 
a  “total  enlistment”  program  are  including  re¬ 
cruitment  for  the  ministry  as  an  emphasis  in 
every  quarterly  conference  and  are  giving  prom¬ 
inent  and  sufficient  time  in  district  conferences 
for  the  presentation  of  the  matter  of  recruit¬ 
ment  for  church  vocations. 

The  Pastor's  Great  Privilege 
The  pastor  of  the  local  church,  however, 
holds  the  key  to  the  situation.  He  occupies  the 
most  strategic  position;  his  is  the  most  favorable 
location.  The  Felton  study,  you  will  recall, 
showed  that  more  than  one-third  of  those  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  survey  named  the  pastor  as  the 
major  influence  in  bringing  them  into  the  min¬ 
istry.  That  is  only  natural.  If  his  life  and  work 
are  what  a  minister’s  should  be,  he  is  bound  to 
attract  young  people  to  his  profession.  Some 
ministers  go  through  their  entire  clerical  careers 
without  confronting  one  lad  with  the  claims  of 
the  Christian  ministry.  Another  comes  to  re¬ 
tirement  proud  to  hear  many  younger  ministers 
testify  that  they  came  into  the  ministry  because 
of  him. 

Any  minister  who  has  not  had  the  thrill  of 
playing  Paul  to  some  Timothy  has  missed  one 
of  the  most  greatly  prized  awards  the  pastoral 
ministry  can  provide.  Any  pastor,  if  he  is  doing 
a  well-rounded  job  in  his  many  ministerial 
functions,  will  be  sought  out  for  counsel  and 
advice  more  than  anyone  else  in  the  community. 

It  is  he,  who  better  than  anyone  else  can  edu¬ 
cate  his  member-families  so  that  the  homes  in 
his  parish  will  be  the  kind  that  will  find  great 
happiness  and  a  justifiable  pride  in  having  one 
or  more  of  their  members  on  the  way  into  some 
full-time  church  vocation.  By  and  large  it  will 
be  a  pastor  at  the  summer  camp  or  institute  or 
in  a  Wesley  Foundation  who  will  utilize  the 
wonderful  advantages  for  “total  enlistment.”  If 
all  the  effective  ministers  of  the  Church  will 
take  this  matter  of  recruitment  seriously, 
wholeheartedly  and  with  genuine  Christian  con¬ 
cern,  the  problem  of  enlistment  will  be  well  on 
its  way  in  the  right  direction. 

The  primary  concern  of  every  bishop,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  pastor  and  dedicated  father, 
mother,  and  layman  will  be  the  “total  enlist¬ 
ment”  of  top  quality  young  men  and  women  for 
church  vocations.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  the  continuation  of  the  Church  itself  is  con¬ 
tingent  upon  the  success  of  this  endeavor. 

The  following  materials  will  be  of  great 
help  in  planning  “Total  Enlistment  for  Church 
Vocations.”  They  may  be  had  free  of  charge 
from  the  Department  of  Ministerial  Training, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee: 

“More  Methodist  Ministers  Means  Recruit¬ 
ment” 

“Your  Church  Vocation  —  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion” 

“So  You  Want  a  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation” 

“You  Can  Help  Men  Enter  the  Ministry” 
“How  to  Become  a  Methodist  Minister” 

“Is  the  Ministry  for  Me?” 

“Would  I  Make  a  Good  Minister?” 

“Careers  in  Christian  Education” 

The  Office  of  Missionary  Personnel,  150 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  New  York,  will 
send  on  request  any  of  the  following: 

“Missionary  and  Deaconess  Service”  (for 
pastors  and  counselors) 

“The  Missionary  Abroad” 

“Missions  Unlimited” 

“The  Deaconess  and  Home  Missionary” 
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classes. 

The  church,  school  and  social 
center  constitute  a  tremendous  in¬ 
fluence  for  good  in  the  community, 
feeding  the  body,  mind  and  soul. 
It  is  hoped  that  more  centers  such 
as  this  can  be  established  in  the 
city,  that  thousands  more  young 
Africans  may  come  into  a  closer 
relationship  to  Christ  and  His 
church. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.  (RNS) — U.  S. 
Protestant  Churches  should  have  a 
“theological  revival,”  the  dean  of 
Vanderbilt  University  Divinity 
School  said  here. 


Manufacturers  of: 


•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Church  Furniture  •  Altar 
Brass  ♦  Communion  Sets 
Embroideries  •  Hangings 
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cAre  you  looking,  { or  a 
dependable  investment 
that  will  yield  a  better - 
than  -  average  income  ? 

Why  not  consider  an  Annuity 
from  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion?  This  is  an  investment  which 
assures  both  safety  and  regular  in¬ 
come,  and  at  the  same  time  en¬ 
ables  you  to  share  generously  in 
the  work  of  the  Chinch  through 
Christian  education. 

An  Annuity  Gift  contract  with  our 
Board  gives  you: 

•  A  safe  and  sure  income  .  .  .  for  your¬ 
self  or  for  a  person  you  may  designate 
...  at  a  better-than-average  rate  of 
return. 

•  Protection  against  market  fluctuations 
or  losses. 

•  Freedom  from  the  burden  of  reinvest¬ 
ing  or  managing  funds. 

•  Tax  deductions,  both  on  the  principal 


One  of  the  benefits,  said  Dr.  J. 
Robert  Nelson  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
might  be  overcoming  “the  tremen¬ 
dous  grinding  apathy  of  so  many 
Christians.” 

Addressing  150  clergy  and  lay¬ 
men  at  the  79th  annual  meeting  of 
the  West  Virginia  Council  of 
Churches,  Dr.  Nelson  said  Ameri¬ 
can  ministers  are  “bad  theologians.” 

“Only  the  convinced  anti-intellec¬ 
tual  Christian  can  defend  the  min¬ 
ister’s  ineptitude  in  theological 
study  and  discourse.” 


Methodism’s  Converted  Tavern  in  Africa 


By  Rosemary  Manchester 


Andre  Mundele  and  his  congrega¬ 
tion.  Today  the  “conversion”  of 
this  tavern  is  complete. 

Enthusiastic  young  people  fill  the 
former  barroom;  soft  drinks  are 
sold  at  the  bar;  a  ping  pong  game 
is  usually  in  progress.  Down  a  dark 
corridor  is  the  library,  a  small  room 
stocked  with  a  few  books  in  French 
and  KiSwahili  and  some  well- 
thumbed  magazines.  The  library 
has  proved  so  popular  that  plans 
are  underway  to  erect  a  separate 
building  on  an  adjoining  lot,  pro¬ 
viding  also  a  classroom  for  adult 
education. 

In  a  key  location,  near  the  church 
and  one  of  our  large  schools,  the 
new  social  center  is  in  an  excellent 
position  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
young  people,  providing  a  whole¬ 
some  place,  properly  supervised, 
for  study  and  recreation.  During 
school  hours,  the  women  meet  in 
the  center  for  sewing  and  literacy 


Editor’s  Note:  Mrs.  Manchester  is 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Avery  Man¬ 
chester  of  West  Hartford,  Conn. 
Both  are  missionaries  serving  in 
Jadotville  in  the  Belgian  Congo. 
Directly  across  the  street  from 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Kikula 
sector  of  Jadotville  stands  an  un¬ 
pretentious  brick  building,  the  new 
Methodist  Social  Center,  unique  in 
this  city  of  74,000. 

A  year  ago  the  building  was  a 
saloon.  Its  evil  influence  and 
raucous  noise  were  a  source  of 
great  concern  to  Methodist  Pastor 


For  Sale 

Pilcher  Pipe  Organ 

3  Manuals  -  25  Ranks 

$3,500. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Pineville,  Louisiana 


and  on  the  income. 

•  The  option  of  continuing  the  semi¬ 
annual  payments  to  a  survivor. 

•  The  inner  satisfaction  of  investing  in 
the  vital  work  of  the  Church. 

For  full  information  about  Annuity  Gifts 
and  the  areas  of  Christian  education 
which  they  help  to  support,  write  for  a 
copy  of  our  booklet,  “The  Joy  of  a  Last¬ 
ing  Gift.”  Address 

TREASURER, 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
P.  0.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tenn. 


WITH  EACH  CARD  SENT  A  CHILD  IS  HELPED 


The  gift  of  health  and  hope  is  the  Christmas  present  you  give  to  millions  of 
children  in  need  —  when  you  send  UNICEF  Cards.  Through  the  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund  the  proceeds  from  just  one  single  box  of  ten  cards,  priced  at 
$1.25  provides  45  hungry  children  with  a  glass  of  milk  every  day  for  a  week 
or  the  vaccine  to  protect  60  children  from  tuberculosis.  How  truly  the  spirit 
of  Christmas  is  captured  when  you  know  that  through  your  remembrance  a 
child  wiU  be  helped.  When  you  send  UNICEF  Cards  the  happiness  you  spread 
at  Christmas  extends  to  the  farthest  corners  of  the  earth. 

FILL  IN  AND  MAIL  COUPON  to  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  or  THE  LOUISI. 
ANA  METHODIST.  All  cards  are  $1.25  for  a  box  of  10  with  matching  envelopes 
and  bear  a  Season’s  Greetings  message  in  the  five  official  languages  of  the 
United  Nations. 

This  is  a  service  the  publications  are  rendering  without  charge  for  UNICEF . 
All  receipts  are  forwarded  to  U.  S.  Committee  For  UNICEF.  Orders  filled 
promptly  from  stock  on  hand. 


ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

P.O.  Box  3547 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

□  #101  MIRO— “Children  and  Birds” 

10  cards  of  one  design 

□  #102  BETTINA— “Playmates”  series 

2  each  of  five  designs 

□  #103  KINGMAN— "Fourteen  of  Peace" 

10  cards  of  one  design 
i  □  #104  DOMJAN— “Fairy  Tale  Shepherd" 
i  “Fairy  Godmother”— 5  each  of  two  designs 

j  □  #105  LEE— "Christmas  Eve” 

10  cards  of  one  design 

i 

!  NAME. - - - 

|  ADDRESS- - — - 

j  TOTAL  BOXES - @  $125  per  box - 
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Memorial 

An  expression  of  love,  respect 
and  esteem  adopted  to  the  memory 
of  Naomi  Dickert  by  the  Board  of 
Stewards  of  St.  Luke’s  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Monday, 
November  15,  1959. 

Whereas,  Almighty  God,  in  the 
exercise  of  His  infinite  wisdom,  has 
called  from  this  world  and  taken 
into  immortality  our  beloved  friend 
and  fellow  member,  Naomi  Dickert, 
and 

Whereas,  Naomi  Dickert  was  one 
of  the  Charter  Members  of  her 
Church;  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Official  Board  of  her  Church; 
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By  The  lOih 
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From  The  1st 

COMMONWEALTH  FEDERAL 
SAVINGS  AND  LOAN 
ASSOCIATION 

231  Louisiana 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


ALTON  B.  HANEY,  President 

W.  B.  HAYS,  Vice  President  a  See’y. 


served  as  President  of  St.  Luke’s 
Womens  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  served  as  Secretary  of  the 
Building  Committee  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  our  Sanctuary;  served 
in  many  capacities  in  the  Educa¬ 
tional  program  of  St.  Luke’s  Church 
School;  served  unselfishly  in  nu¬ 
merous  other  activities  of  her 
Church;  and 

Whereas,  Naomi  Dickert  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  her  fellow  man  in 
her  constant  living  of  the  Christian 
life;  has,  through  her  love  of  God, 
set  a  wonderful  example  of  the  de¬ 
voted  Christian  mother  in  her 
home;  has  been  an  outspoken  Wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ  in  her  Church  and 
community; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we 
express  our  love,  respect,  and 
esteem  of  Naomi  Dickert  by  these 
words,  realizing  that,  although  our 
earthly  grief  is  great,  she  is  with 
God  in  His  eternal  heaven,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  this 
expression  be  inscribed  in  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  Official  Board  of  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  and  that 
a  copy  of  these  expressions  be  for¬ 
warded  to  her  husband,  Dan  Dick¬ 
ert,  her  daughter,  Betty  and  her 
son,  Donald. 

J.  R.  Rombach,  Jr. 

Chairman,  Official  Board 
St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church 
James  C.  Whitaker,  Minister 
St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church 


IN  THE  FULLNESS 
OF  TIME 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

God  has  revealed  to  us  Methodists 
this  truth!  It  is  ours  to  proclaim 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  in  ev¬ 
ery  ecumenical  council. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wesley  was  not  afraid 
that  we  as  Methodists  would  cease 
to  exist  either  in  England  or  Amer¬ 
ica,  but  he  was  fearful  “lest  we 
should  exist  only  a  dead  sect,  hav¬ 
ing  the  form  of  religion  without 
the  power.”  And  this  he  predicated 
would  undoubtedly  be  the  case  “un¬ 
less  they  hold  fast  both  to  the  doc¬ 
trine,  spirit  and  discipline  with 
which  they  first  set  out.”3 

It  is  significant  then  that  our 


♦ 


175th  anniversary  comes  during  the 
season  of  Christmastide.  It  may 
serve  to  remind  us  that  as  the  bells 
of  Bethlehem  are  ready  again  to 
ring  out  the  glad  tiding  of  the 
Good  News  of  the  coming  of  Christ, 
for  you  and  me,  at  least,  the  ‘ful¬ 
ness  of  time’  has  come.”  All  things 
are  now  ready  for  a  renewed  pro¬ 
claiming  ...  of  the  reality  of  a  re¬ 


deemed  life  .  .  .  that  Christ  can 
come  for  you  and  me.  The  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  Advent  and  the  An¬ 
niversary  should  set  our  feet  run¬ 
ning  into  the  “world  as  our  parish,” 
proclaiming  the  good  news  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
Prayer:  (see  page  7) 

3 — John  Wesley,  August  6,  1786— quoted  In 
Selecman,  The  Methodist  Primer 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 

Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
615  MAIN  STREET 
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THROUGH  WOOD  DESIGN 

Has  your  Building  Committee  considered  the 
aesthetic  values  of  modern  timber  design? 
Registered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine,  through  laminated 
beams  and  arches,  offers  exciting  new  architectural 
combinations  that  create  handsome  vaulted  effects 
of  unequalled  charm — and  economy.  Why  not 
check  with  your  architect  and  see  just  how  Regis¬ 
tered  Arkansas  Soft  Pine  can  be  of  great  service 
to  your  congregation  and  to  your  com¬ 
munity! 


This  Big  ^  is  Your  Guarantee 
of  Dry,  Straight  Lumber 

ARKANSAS  SOFT  PINE  BUREAU 

THE  BOYLE  BUILDING  •  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 
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Centenary  College 
Chemistry  Dept. 
Approved  by  ACS 

The  American  Chemical  Society 
has  given  Centenary  College  and 
its  chemistry  department  official 
approval,  according  to  word  re¬ 
ceived  from  President  Joe  J.  Mickle 
this  week. 

Approval  means  that  the  students 
who  have  majored  in  chemistry  on 
the  local  campus  and  who  have  ful¬ 
filled  the  minimum  requirements 
for  professional  training,  as  adopted 
by  the  society,  are  eligible  for  ACS 
membership,  senior  grade,  within 
two  years  following  graduation  and 
after  two  years  of  experience  in  the 
field  of  chemistry. 

Dr.  John  B.  En trikin,  head  of  the 
department  of  chemistry,  said  the 
approval  is  not  granted  for  any 
specific  length  of  time  but  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  review  by  the  committee  on 
professional  training.  Dr.  Entrikin 
will  be  responsible  for  notifying 
the  committee  of  any  changes  in 
staff,  equipment  and  curricula. 

Two  years  ago,  Dr.  Mickle  asked 
the  ACS  to  investigate  Centenary 
with  a  view  toward  approving  its 
chemistry  program.  Dr.  E.  E.  Crook 
of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  vis¬ 
ited  the  campus  in  the  fall  of  1958 
as  representative  of  the  ACS  com¬ 
mittee  and,  in  the  spring  of  1959, 
Dr.  Entrikin  met  with  the  commit¬ 
tee  at  the  ACS  national  meeting  in 
Boston. 

Dr.  Entrikin  said  the  principal 
advantage  in  having  the  name  of 
Centenary  College  added  to  the 
list  of  institutions  approved  by  the 
society  stems  from  the  fact  that 
many  graduate  schools  offer  fellow¬ 
ships  in  chemistry  only  to  graduates 
of  approved  schools.  Chemistry 
teachers  often  prefer  to  teach  at 
approved  schools,  he  said,  and  some 
major  industrial  organizations  em¬ 
ploy  only  chemists  who  are  gradu¬ 
ated  from  schools  on  the  approved 
listings  of  the  .American  Chemical 
Society. 


Bayou  Chicot  Has 

Thanksgiving 

Service-Supper 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  Thanks¬ 
giving  is  primarily  a  religious  ob¬ 
servance,  the  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Bayou  Chicot  Methodist  Church,  in 
conjunction  with  the  ladies  of  the 
W.S.C.S.,  had  their  Annual  Thanks¬ 
giving  Service  and  Supper  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  November  19. 

Warren  Constant,  of  Bunkie,  was 
the  guest  speaker  and  the  song 
service  was  led  by  Ed  Morrison  as¬ 
sisted  at  the  piano  by  Mrs.  Butts, 
of  Ville  Platte,  Mrs.  Butts  gave  a 
special  number  entitled,  “Count 
Your  Blessings — One  By  One.” 

The  Thanksgiving  theme  was 
carried  out  in  decorating  the 
Church  and  farm  and  garden  pro¬ 
duce  were  placed  on  the  Altar. 

A  large  crowd  was  present,  which 
included  guests  from  Baton  Rouge, 
Alexandria,  Ville  Platte,  Bunkie, 
Gold  Dust,  Pine  Prairie  and  Clear 
Water. 

After  the  Service  a  Thanksgiving 
Supper  was  served  by  the  ladies  of 
the  W.S.C.S.  in  the  Dining  Room. 
Rev.  Leila  Hickman  is  pastor  of 
the  Church. 


Open  House  was  observed  at  the  new  Jonesboro 
Methodist  Parsonage  Sunday  afternoon,  November  29, 
from  3:00  until  5:00  o'clock.  The  parsonage,  the  fur¬ 
nishings,  and  the  land  is  valued  at  $40,000.00. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee  are:  W.  C. 
Rundell,  chairman;  Homer  Rowe,  secretary;  Harold  Al¬ 
len;  John  Hall;  A.  R.  Garrett;  Finley  Sneed;  Clyde  Tyler; 


Howard  Hearne;  E.  L.  Meredith,  Sr.;  E.  L.  Meredith,  Jr.; 
and  W.  W.  McDonald,  Jr. 

Committee  for  furnishing  the  parsonage  /$  com¬ 
posed  of  Mrs.  Allen  Earle,  chairman;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Garrett; 
Mrs.  Paul  Stenson.  They  were  assisted  by  Mrs.  Sam 
Lucky,  Mrs.  Johnny  Michoud,  and  Mrs.  Loyd  Williams. 


Monroe  First  Church  Honors  Mrs .  J.  O 
McMullen  for  20  Years  of  Service 

By  Monroe  First  Methodist  Church  Reporter 


First  Methodist  Church  in  Mon¬ 
roe,  declared  Sunday,  November 
15,  “MRS.  MAC  DAY,”  at  which 
time  the  pastors  and  congregation 
paid  tribute  to  this  “angel”  who 
had  served  the  church  for  the  past 
20  years  in  the  capacity  of  finan¬ 
cial  secretary.  Mrs.  J.  O.  McMul¬ 
len’s  friends  are  legion,  and  the 
large  crowd  attending  services  on 
this  day  attested  to  their  love  and 
devotion  for  her. 

Among  those  who  came  forward 
to  stand  at  the  altar  with  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Mullen,  were  her  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Mul- 
heam,  and  several  friends  came 
forward  to  speak  words  of  praise 
for  her  wonderful  Christian  life, 
her  devotion  to  her  duties  through 
the  years  and  their  appreciation  for 
what  she  had  meant  to  them. 

E.  N.  Thompson,  a  former  Board 
chairman  referred  to  her  as  a 
“mother”  to  a  flpck  of  1500  Meth¬ 
odists  at  First  Church.  G.  Thomas 
Frazer,  another  former  Board  chair¬ 
man,  told  of  her  untiring  efforts 
both  in  the  capacity  as  Financial 
secretary,  and  confident  in  times  of 
trouble,  as  well  as  her  wonderful 
knowledge  of  the  people  in  the 
community. 

Miss  Juanita  Porter,  a  life  long 
member  of  First  Church  told  of 
Mrs.  Mac’s  love  for  her  people  and 
the  wonderful  example  she  had  set 
for  so  many  of  the  young  people  in 
days  gone  by,  thereby  helping  them 
to  stay  on  the  right  path  at  a  time 
when  another  beckoned. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Holdsworth,  secretary 


to  the  ministers,  spoke  of  her  love 
for  Mrs.  McMullen  and  of  the  joy 
it  had  been  to  have  had  the  daily 
association  with  this  wonderful  per¬ 
son  for  the  past  five  years. 

J.  S.  Harbuck,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board  for  the  current  year 
then  asked  to  say  a  word  about 
Mrs.  Mac — a  wonderful  lady,  a  de¬ 
voted  Christian,  and  most  of  all  his 
friend.  He  told  of  the  many  times 
in  the  past  20  years  when  she  had 
been  of  invaluable  help  to  him  as 
he  served  in  his  many  capacities  on 
the  Board.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
talk  Mr.  Harbuck  presented  Mrs. 
McMullen  with  a  portable  TV  set 
as  a  small  token  of  the  love  and 
appreciation  which  this  church  and 
her  people  feel  for  Mrs.  McMullen. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  pastor  of  the 
church,  then  read  a  telegram  from 
Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  a  former  pastor, 
sending  his  love  to  this  one  who 
had  served  him  during  his  term  at 
First  Church,  and  a  letter  from  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Kirby  Vining,  a  former 
associate  pastor  and  his  wife  who 
had  also  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  with,  and  learn  to  love  this 
true  servant  of  God,  who  after  20 
years  has  retired  to  enjoy  her 
grandchildren. 

Mrs.  McMullen  was  wearing  a 
beautiful  orchid  corsage  which  had 
been  sent  to  her  by  her  brother, 
Frank  Johnson  in  Kingsville,  Texas. 
Several  members  of  her  family  in 
Meridian,  Mississippi  surprised  her 
by  coming  to  Monroe  for  this  spe¬ 
cial  day. 


MANY  CHURCHES  TO 
OBSERVE  METHODIST 
ANNIVERSARY  IN  DEC. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

was  organized  in  a  “Christmas  Con¬ 
ference”  of  young  preachers  in  1784 
in  Baltimore. 

The  175th  anniversary  celebration 
in  Methodist  churches  was  called 
for  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  which  also  rec¬ 
ommended  a  special  observance 
that  will  be  held  in  Baltimore. 

Promotion  of  the  celebration  is 
being  done  by  a  committee  of  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders,  and  175th  anniversary 
materials  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Methodist  boards  of  education 
and  evangelism  and  others. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Dec.  6  Commitment  Day  (Board  of 
Temperance) 

Dec.  20  Methodist  Home-Hospital  Sun¬ 
day 

Dec.  27  Student  Recognition  Day 

January — Special  Missionary  Units  in 
Church  School 

January  to  Easter — Church  Attendance 
Campaign  (Local  Church  Com¬ 
mission  on  Evangelism) 


Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 
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Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  assisted  by  District  Superintendent  Rev.  R.  R. 
Branton,  Lafayette,  conducted  a  Consecration  service  for  the  new  Educa¬ 
tional  building  at  Centenary  Methodist  Church,  Rayne,  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
November  1,  at  1:30  p.m.  Open  house  was  held  beginning  at  1:00  p.m. 
until  4:00  p.m. 

The  building  has  a  floor  area  of  4£84  feet  and  consists  of  nine  class 
rooms,  kitchen,  two  rest  rooms,  utility  room,  with  folding  doors  connecting 
two  rooms  that  afford  ample  room  for  a  social  hall.  The  contract  price  was 
$45,850. 


“Decade  of  Prayer” 
To  Be  Launched 
At  Dec.  31  Meeting 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  A  ten- 
year  Methodist-sponsored  interna¬ 
tional  prayer  program  entitled  a 
“Decade  of  Prayer”  will  be 
launched  in  a  meeting  December  31 
and  January  1  at  Central  Methodist 
Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  a 
Christian  leader  known  around  the 
world,  will  be  the  principal  speaker 
for  the  event. 

During  the  two-day  conference, 
a  prayer  school  will  be  conducted, 
said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Car- 
ruth,  Nashville,  head  of  the  Prayer 
Life  Movement  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism,  which 
is  promoting  a  “Decade  of  Dynamic 
Diseipleship”  during  the  1960’s. 

The  Decade  of  Prayer  is  a  part 
of  the  Decade  of  Dynamic  Disciple- 
ship,  which  also  will  emphasize 
“continuous  chains”  of  Bible  read¬ 
ing  in  homes,  evangelistic  witness¬ 
ing,  indoctrinating  church  members 
in  Christian  and  Methodist  beliefs, 
starting  new  churches,  and  recruit¬ 
ment  of  preachers  and  missionaries. 

About  500  persons  from  19  states 
had  registered  by  December  4  to 
attend  the  Knoxville  meeting,  said 
Dr.  Carruth. 

Leaders  of  the  prayer  school  will 
be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Shedd.  pas¬ 
tor  of  Memorial  Drive  Presbyterian 
Church,  Houston,  Texas,  and  the 


Rev.  Roy  Burkhart,  pastor  of  Com¬ 
munity  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  Decade  of  Prayer  will  in¬ 
clude  prayer  vigils  and  various 
prayer  programs.  One  of  its  em¬ 
phases  will  be  prayer  for  peace. 


2,208  Koreans 
Baptized  During 
November  Mission 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — A  total  of 
2,208  Koreans,  most  of  them  stu¬ 
dents,  were  baptized  during  a  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelistic  mission  in  Korea 
in  November. 

The  mission  was  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nash¬ 
ville,  general  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
here.  Five  other  Americans  provided 
leadership  for  it. 

The  mission  was  organized  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Christian  Teach¬ 
ers  Association  of  Korea,  and  12  ed¬ 
ucational  institutions  with  an  en¬ 
rollment  of  more  than  25,000  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  institutions  ranged 
from  university  to  high  school  level. 
Most  were  Methodist-related,  but 
some  were  public  schools. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  mission, 
Korean  President  Syngman  Rhee 
invited  the  Americans  to  visit  him, 
and  he  expressed  his  appreciation 
for  the  team’s  work  in  Korea. 

The  mission  was  conducted  No¬ 
vember  8-21.  The  first  week  cen¬ 
tered  around  Methodist-related 
Ewha  University  and  its  affiliated 
schools  in  Seoul.  At  the  close  of  that 
week  967  persons  were  baptized.  The 
mission  was  conducted  in  other 
schools  the  second  week,  and  1,241 
were  baptized  at  the  end  of  that 
period. 

The  newly  baptized,  most  of  whom 
had  professed  no  religion  previously, 
will  be  referred  to  churches  for 
training  for  church  membership. 


Area  People  to 
Attend  1959 
“Christmas  Conf.” 

•Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — One-hun- 
dred-seventy-five  years  ago  63 
young  preachers  met  at  a  “Christ¬ 
mas  Conference”  in  Lovely  Lane 
Methodist  Church,  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  organized  the  Methodist  Church 
in  America,  and  December  28-31  a 
group  of  their  modern-day  counter¬ 
parts  will  meet  there  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  event. 

About  400  young  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  and  their  wives  from  across 
the  nation  are  expected  to  attend 
the  1959  “Christmas  Conference,”  it 
was  announced  by  the  Rev.  Leslie 
J.  Ross,  director  of  the  conference 
and  a  staff  member  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Evangelism,  which 
is  sponsoring  the  meeting. 

Among  early  registrants  for  the 
1959  Christmas  Conference  are  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  E.  Linan  of  Rogers, 
Arkansas,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Mor¬ 
gan,  Jr.,  of  Ruston,  Louisiana,  and 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  O.  Evans  of 
Heflin,  Louisiana.  Others  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  register  for  the  conference. 

Themes  of  sessions  for  the  min¬ 
isters  will  be  “Explore  our  Founda¬ 
tions,”  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dow  Kirkpatrick,  pastor  of 
St.  Mark  Methodist  Church,  Atlanta; 
“Examine  our  Faith,”  leader,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Ronald  Meredith,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Wichita, 
Kan.;  and  “Anticipate  the  Future,” 
leader,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Earl  H.  Ferge- 
son,  a  professor  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sessions  for  ministers’  wives  will 
be  led  by  Mrs.  Charles  Kendall  of 
First  Church,  Hollywood,  Calif. 

“Permeating  the  conference,”  said 
Mr.  Ross,  “will  be  the  emphasis  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
for  the  1960’s,  ‘A  Decade  of  Dynamic 
Diseipleship.’  ” 

Similar  conferences  for  young 
ministers  have  been  sponsored  the 
last  six  years  by  the  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Dec.  10-Dec.  19  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Dec.  10  Matthew  6:16-34 

Dec.  11  .  Matthew  7:1-12 

Dec.  12  .  Matthew  7:13-28 

Dec.  13  .  Acts  10:30-48 

Dec.  14  .  Isaiah  9:2-7 

Dec.  15  .  Isaiah  11:1-9 

Dec.  16  .  Isaiah  35:1-10 

Dec.  17  .  Isaiah  40:1-11 

Dec.  18  .  Isaiah  42:1-13 

Dec.  19  .  Acts  11:19-30 


KOREANS  BUY  THE  SCRIPTURES.  Next  Sunday,  December  13,  is  Univer¬ 
sal  Bible  Sunday,  an  observance  celebrated  by  many  churches  throughout 
Christendom.  Typical  of  the  worldwide  acceptance  and  use  of  the  Scriptures 
is  the  scene  above  showing  a  Bible  salesman  in  Korea  making  distribution 
of  Scriptures  to  Koreans.  Universal  Bible  Sunday  is  sponsored  by  the 
American  Bible  Society  which  is  also  sponsoring  a  worldwide  reading  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Scriptures  from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas.  This  publication 
is  publishing  the  schedule  of  these  readings  each  week. 


Little  Rock  Conference  Surveys  Financial  Giving  Patterns 


HUMDIEOS  OF 
THOUSANDS  OF 
DOLLARS 


Results  Announced 
Shows  Increased  Giving 
During  Past  15  Years 

A  study  was  recently  made  by 
the  Commission  on  Promotion  and 
Cultivation  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  to  determine  the  financial 
giving  patterns  in  Methodist  pro¬ 
gram. 

Rev.  James  E.  Major,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  Town,  and  Country  Commis¬ 
sion  and  director  of  Stewardship  for 
the  Little  Rock  Conference,  made 
the  study.  The  accompanying  chart 
reveals  the  pattern  of  giving. 

The  following  statement  was  re¬ 
leased  in  connection  with  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  findings  of  the 
study. 

“Our  nation  is  in  a  period  of  ex¬ 
panding  prosperity.  Since  World 
War  II  national  income  has  reached 
unprecedented  heights. 

“Along  with  this  prosperity,  to¬ 
tal  amounts  given  to  churches  and 
religious  institutions  has  risen  con- 
tinally.  This  has  been  true  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference.  In  1955, 
total  giving  for  all  purposes  was 
$1,021,600.00.  In  1958,  it  reached 
$4,074,743.00,  an  increase  of  almost 
400%.  Annual  per  capita  giving  in 
the  Conference  has  risen  from 
$11.08  in  1944  to  $47.86  in  1959,  or 
432%  increase. 

“How  did  Little  Rock  Conference 
Methodism  use  this  increased  in¬ 
come?  The  chart  opposite  makes 
some  interesting  comparisons. 

“First,  the  churches  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  expanded  and  improved 
their  buildings.  Such  expansion 
had  to  be  postponed  during  the  de¬ 
pression  and  the  war.  Once  these 
were  over,  an  enlargement  of  phys¬ 
ical  plants  began  to  take  place. 
Present  trends,  however,  seem  to 
indicate  this  need  is  about  to  be 
filled.  Expenditures  for  buildings 
and  improvements  has  been  less 
each  year  since  1956. 

“Local  church  expenses  have  also 
skyrocketed  in  this  period.  Since 
1944  they  have  risen  475%,  in  order 
to  care  for  the  expanded  programs 
which  larger  and  improved  build¬ 
ings  made  possible. 

“All  of  the  increased  income  has 
not  been  spent  on  the  local  scene. 
Our  total  benevolent  giving  has  also 
gone  up.  Two  peaks  were  reached, 
one  in  1945  by  the  Crusade  for 
Christ  and  again  in  1947  by  the 
Million  Dollar  Campaign  for  Hen¬ 
drix  College.  After  falling  in  1948, 
it  has  risen  steadily.  The  program 
of  Advance  Specials  and  the  em¬ 
phasis  on  higher  education  has 
called  forth  a  generous  response. 

“World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolences  have  not,  however, 
increased  comparable  to  the  other 
items  already  mentioned.  These  are 
“assessed”  benevolences  and  vol¬ 
untary  increases  are  seldom  forth¬ 
coming.  Although  askings  to 
churches  are  minimum  require¬ 
ments,  there  has  been  little  disposi¬ 
tion  to  go  beyond  them.  World 
Service  and  Conference  Benevol¬ 
ences  have  increased  only  as  the 
General  Conference  has  raised  its 
askings  to  the  church  at  large.  Yet 
World  Service  is  basic  to  the  total 
ongoing  program  of  Methodism  to 
serve  all  the  areas  of  life.  From 
its  funds,  twelve  World  Service 
Agencies  and  five  other  agencies 
for  specialized  services  are  support¬ 
ed.  Like  so  many  hands,  these  agen¬ 
cies  reach  out  in  the  name  of  Christ 


to  minister  throughout  Methodism’s 
World  Parish. 

“Within  our  own  Conference,  the 
work  of  thirteen  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  is  supported  by  Conference 
Benevolences.  These  are  the  Boards 
of  Missions;  Evangelism;  Education; 
Hospitals  and  Homes;  Temperance; 
Lay  Activities;  and  Ministerial 
Training;  and  such  agencies  as 
Camp  Tanako;  Hendrix  College;  the 
Arkansas  Methodist;  Methodist 
Home;  Town  and  Country  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  Wesley  Foundation.  All 
are  being  called  upon  to  perform 
important  services  for  the  church. 
All  are  dependent  for  all  or  a  sub¬ 
stantial  part  of  their  income  from 
the  Conference  Benevolent  Fund. 

“World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolence  agencies  are  servants 
of  the  church.  They  need  adequate 
resources  to  do  their  work.  Only 
as  the  church  provides  the  neces¬ 
sary  funds  can  these  agencies  fulfill 
their  ministry  in  the  World  Parish.’ 


Growing  pressure  by  clergy  and 
other  community  leaders  for  repeal 
or  amendment  of  South  Africa’s 
“Immorality  Act,”  which  prohibits 
marriage  and  cohabitation  across 
the  color  line,  is  reported  in  Jo¬ 
hannesburg.  Opponents  of  the  act 
have  emphasized  that  miscegenation 
cannot  be  stopped  by  law  and  the 
problem  is  better  handled  through 
education.  The  act  has  also  been 
widely  denounced  on  the  score  that 
it  opens  up  wide  possibilities  of 


blackmail,  since  the  stigma  of  be¬ 
ing  charged  with  its  violation,  even 
though  innocent,  is  considered 
enough  to  ruin  the  average  man, 
particularly  if  he  holds  a  prominent 


Council  Endorses 
Merger  Plans  For 
Three  Boards 

Chicago  (MI)  —  A  proposal  to 
unite  three  general  boards  of  The 
Methodist  Church  has  been  adopted 
by  the — Coordinating  Council  and 
now  goes  to  the  1960  General  Conf. 

The  council,  at  its  semi-annual 
meeting  here  Nov.  30-Dec.  1,  voted 
to  recommend  that  the  church’s 
Board  of  World  Peace  and  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
both  located  in  Chicago,  and  the 
Board  of  Temperance  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  be  brought-  together  into 
a  new  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns. 

The  new  board  would  have  its 
headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C., 
with  a  subsidiary  office  in  New 
York  City. 

The  council’s  action  culminates  a 
three-year  study  of  the  possibility 
of  unifying  the  three  boards.  The 
proposal  now  goes  to  the  church’s 
highest  law-making  body,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  which  meets  in 
Denver,  Colo.,  April  27-May  7.  The 
plan,  if  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference,  would  presumably  go 
into  effect  with  the  beginning  of 
the  new  quadrennium,  June  1,  1960. 

Under  the  proposal,  the  three 
boards  would  become  divisions  of 
the  new  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  and  would  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  titles:  Division  of  Peace 
and  World  Order,  Division  of  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  and  Economic  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  Division  of  Temper¬ 
ance  and  General  Welfare. 

Membership  on  the  r.ew  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  would  in¬ 
clude  83  persons:  two  bishops, 
elected  by  the  College  of  Bishops 
in  each  of  the  church’s  six  jurisdic¬ 
tions;  one  minister  and  one  lay  per¬ 
son  for  each  400,000  church  mem¬ 
bers  or  major  fraction  thereof, 
elected  by  the  several  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  (under  present  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church,  this  would 
provide  for  29  ministers  and  29  lay 
persons);  three  young  peoole;  the 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions;  and  nine  persons  to  be 
elected  at  large. 


position  in  the  white  community. 


Bowerman-Camelback  Inn 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock  are  seen  in  the  popular 
Sunshine  Alley  pool  area  at  famous  Camelback  Inn,  Phoenix,  Anz.,  the 
setting  for  the  Semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  The  council  met  during  the  period  November  17-20. 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 

CHRISTIAN  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  OF  ARKANSAS,  INC. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  BUSINESS  EXECUTIVES  IN  ARKANSAS: 

We  are  concerned  with  the  way  in  which  Christmas  is  celebrated  in 
many  offices  and  industrial  plants. 

Christmas  is  commemorative  of  the  birthday  of  Christ — a  Holy  day. 
But  to  many  it  has  become  a  holiday  with  the  holding  of  parties  and 
giving  of  gifts  that  ofttimes  contribute  to  regret  and  embarrassment 
rather  than  pleasure  and  good  will. 

For  example,  during  the  1958  Christmas  season  there  were  594 
fatalities  in  automobile  accidents  with  better  than  50%  involving 
drivers  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  beverages.  And  since  the 
Gallup  Poll  findings  indicate  nearly  half  the  adults  in  America  do 
not  drink,  some  of  those  who  annually  receive  as  a  gift  a  bottle  of 
whiskey,  would  be  a  lot  happier  with  a  rememberance  of  another 
kind. 

We  urge  you  and  your  associates  to  consider  the  following  as  you  plan 
what  we  trust  will  be  a  reverent  observance  of  the  birthday  of  Christ. 

1.  If  there  is  a  company  party — make  it  a  family 
affair.  The  chances  of  the  other  fellow  getting 
home  safely  will  be  so  much  better  than  if  he  celebrates 
with  the  boys. 

2.  There  is  more  good  will  for  the  management  in  gifts 
that  can  be  shared  with  loved  ones.  Food  gifts  are 
always  acceptable — everyone  eats. 

May  your  remembrance  of  the  birthday  of  Christ  prove  a  hipping 

W.  E.  Brown 
Executive  Director 


Crime  Sets  New 
Record  In  1959 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Mur¬ 
ders,  rapes,  stabbings,  and  felonious 
assaults  have  continued  to  increase 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1959 
to  new  record  highs  in  cities 
throughout  the  United  States,  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  said 
here. 

Basing  its  report  on  preliminary 
crime  data  filed  by  police  depart¬ 
ments  in  554  cities  over  25,000  pop¬ 
ulation  covering  the  first  three  cal¬ 
endar  quarters  of  the  year,  the  FBI 
said  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
5  per  cent  in  forcible  rapes,  4  per 
cent  in  murders,  and  7  per  cent  in 
aggravated  assaults. 

The  record  high  crime  rate  of  1958 
has  continued  with  only  a  slight 
diminution  in  1959.  A  drop  of  1  per 
cent  in  the  Crime  Index  occurred 
during  1959  to  a  7  per  cent  decrease 
in  robberies  and  a  2  per  cent  drop 
in  burglaries.  Auto  thefts  also  de¬ 
clined  1  per  cent,  but  larcenies  in¬ 
creased  1  per  cent. 


Film  To  Be  Made 
Of  Oberammergau 
Players  Living 

Oberammergau,  Germany  (RNS)— 
Cameras  began  rolling  here  for  two 
documentary  films,  one  British  and 
the  other  German,  on  the  life  and 
people  of  this  picturesque  Bavarian 
Alps  village,  world-famous  for  its 
centuries-old  Passion  Play  and  re¬ 
ligious  woodcarving  industry. 

The  two  films,  made  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  the 
TV  Department  of  the  Bavarian 
Radio  Network,  will  depict  the  daily 
lives  of  the  Oberammergau  Passion 
Play  actors  and  woodcarvers  as  well 
as  rehearsal  scenes  of  the  1960  play. 
The  BBC  film  is  scheduled  to  be 
premiered  on  Easter  over  TV  sta¬ 
tions  in  England,  Canada  and 
Australia. 

No  movies  of  the  Passion  Play 
performances  themselves  are  per¬ 
mitted  by  village  authorities. 

The  eight-hour  production,  which 


is  expected  to  draw  800,000  specta¬ 
tors  next  May  through  September, 
has  been  performed  faithfully  by 
villagers  every  10  years  since  1634, 
with  only  a  few  interruptions.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Black  Plague  which  swept 
Europe  in  1633,  Oberammergau  res¬ 
idents  in  their  distress  vowed  to  re¬ 
live  Christ’s  suffering  and  Crucifix¬ 


ion  every  decade  if  the  devastation 
ceased. 

More  than  20,000  Americans  were 
among  the  foreign  visitors  who  saw 
the  last  series  of  performances  in 
1950,  which  was  hailed  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge  as  the  most  success¬ 
ful  in  history. 


Todays  Americans 
Marrying  Younger 
Than  Grandparents 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Young 
people  in  America  are  marrying  at 
a  much  younger  age  than  then- 
grandparents,  the  U.  S.  Census  Bu¬ 
reau  reported  here. 

Confirming  a  trend  toward  youth¬ 
ful  marriages  that  has  caused  dis¬ 
cussion  in  religious  and  educational 
circles,  the  bureau  said  that  a  sur¬ 
vey  it  has  just  completed  of  the 
marital  status  of  the  U.  S.  popula¬ 
tion  indicates  that  the  median  age 
of  men  at  first  marriage  was  22 
years,  4  months,  among  couples 
married  in  1959.  Median  age  of 
the  bride  was  20  years,  2  months. 
Ope-half  were  younger  than  that, 
and  one-half  older. 

In  1890,  the  median  age  of  men 
at  first  marriage  was  26.1  years, 
according  to  census  records,  and 
that  of  women  was  22.0  years. 

Whereas  in  1890  the  average 
young  husband  was  four  years 
older  than  his  wife,  the  groom  now 
averages  only  two  years  older  than 
his  spouse. 

“The  long-run  decrease  in  the 
median  age  at  first  marriage  has 
occurred  despite  the  fact  that  the 
average  young  person  of  today  re¬ 
mains  in  school  several  years  long¬ 
er  than  a  generation  ago,”  the  Cen¬ 
sus  Bureau  declared. 

“Increased  economic  prosperity 
and  greater  job  security  have  prob¬ 
ably  been  major  factors,”  the  bu¬ 
reau  suggested. 

At  the  same  time,  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  proportion  of  per¬ 
sons  who  marry,  the  census  report 
indicated.  About  70  per  cent  of 
the  male  population  14  years  of  age 
and  over  is  married,  compared  with 
only  50  per  cent  in  1890.  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  women  over  the  age  of 
14  who  are  married  has  increased 
to  two  out  of  three,  against  only  a 
little  more  than  half  70  years  ago. 

The  census  report  is  based  on  a 
sampling.  A  complete  count  of  the 
family  status  of  Americans  will  be 
made  in  April,  1960,  in  connection 
with  the  general  decennial  census. 


◄ 


AT  WESLEY'S  PULPIT  — 
(Left  to  right)  Dr.  Theodore 
Weber,  Byrd  Lee  Terry,  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Candler  School 
of  Theology  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  and  secretary-treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Club,  Dean  William 
R.  Cannon  and  Vernon  Fair- 
ley,  president  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Club,  are 
shown  by  the  portable  pulpit 
John  Wesley  used  to  preach 
to  the  coal  miners  of  Wales. 
Increasing  interest  is  being 
shown  in  this  and  other 
items  in  the  Wesley  ana  col¬ 
lection  at  Emory  as  Meth¬ 
odism  celebrates  its  175th 
anniversary.  Said  to  be  the 
largest  and  most  complete 
in  the  world,  the  collection 
contains  over  5,000  items 
relating  to  his  life  and 
works. 
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Christmas  Is  A  Religious  Observance 

THERE  are  two  holidays  during  this  season  of  the  year  which 
are  distinctively  religious,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  Just 
before  Thanksgiving  we  took  the  liberty  in  these  columns  of 
reminding  our  readers  that  Thanksgiving  has  a  spiritual  origin,  a 
fact  that,  should  not  be  forgotten.  We  would  like  now  to  remind 
our  readers  that  Christmas  has  an  even  more  sacred  and  spiritual 
beginning  since  it  commemorates  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Christ, 
Jesus. 

One  might  think  that  Christians  would  not  have  need  of  hav¬ 
ing  this  called  to  their  attention,  but  the  fact  is  there  is  very  much 
about  the  mid-twentieth  century  observance  of  Christmas  that  re¬ 
futes  the  central  meaning  of  Christmas.  A  materialistic,  secular 
spirit  has  all  but  replaced  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  that  should  be 
guiding  us  at  this  season  to  a  rebirth  of  the  Christ  in  our  lives. 

Scarcely  a  Christmas  season  goes  by  but  what  there  are  re¬ 
ports  from  countries  where  the  Christian  gospel  is  officially  and 
openly  restricted,  of  attempts  to  substitute  some  pagan  observance 
for  the  Christian  observance  of  Christmas.  Our  concern  is  that  in 
those  countries  where  Christianity’s  Christmas  is  observed  un¬ 
restricted  that  Christmas  will  retain  its  religious  and  spiritual 
meaning,  and  will  not  be  undermined  by  emphases  which  are 
something  less  than  Christian. 

Support  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 

MANY  Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana  will  observe  one  of 
the  next  two  Sundays  as  Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sun¬ 
day,  receiving  an  offering  which  will  be  the  means  of  sup¬ 
porting  the  work  for  which  this  institution  exists.  We  wish  to 
commend  this  observance  to  our  readers  and  encourage  them  to 
support  this  program  liberally. 

Located  in  New  Orleans  and  owned  by  Methodists  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  carrying  out  a 
program  which  is  thoroughly  Christian  in  spirit  and  helpful  in 
nature.  The  institution  has  a  threefold  purpose:  a  hospital  for 
unwed  mothers;  a  child-caring  institution;  and  a  child  placement 
agency.  This  work  meets  a  social  need  and  is  a  redemptive  min¬ 
istry  that  cannot  be  measured  in  statistics  or  accounted  for  fully 
in  the  number  of  patients  registered  during  the  year. 

Those  familiar  with  the  ministry  of  this  institution  know  full 
well  of  the  quality  of  work  being  done  there.  The  head  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  has  the  full  confidence  of  conference  leaders  and  is  deserving 
of  the  full  support  of  Louisiana  Methodists.  The  staff  members 
are  well  qualified  for  their  tasks  and  are  busily  at  work  in  a  debt- 
free  and  well  equipped,  building,  a  credit  to  the  program  it  houses. 
We  commend  this  program  to  you  for  your  support. 

Birth  Control  and  the  Government 

AN  overpopulated  world  is  a  present  concern  of  many  gov¬ 
ernmental,  social,  economic  and  religious  leaders.  This 
possibility  is  heightened  by  advances  being  made  in  fields 
of  health  and  welfare,  extending  life  expectency  in  practically 
every  area  of  the  world.  The  phrase  “population  explosion”  has 
become  a  very  familiar  one,  so  extensive  has  been  the  discussion 
of  this  issue.  The  problem  is  most  acute  in  areas  of  the  world  where 
there  is  less  means  of  supporting  an  expanding  population,  where 
food  and  housing  are  most  lacking  and  where  social  conditions  are 
most  desperate. 

Social  planners  have  suggested  for  some  time  that  birth  con¬ 
trol  measures  should  become  a  part  of  the  solution  of  the  problem, 


and  it  was  inevitable  that  sooner  or  later  this  would  become  a  re¬ 
ligious  issue  since  Roman  Catholicism  strongly  holds  that  use  of 
artificial  birth  control  measures  is  contrary  to  God’s  will.  The 
issue  came  into  sharper  focus  recently  when  the  suggestion  was 
made  that  our  government  incorporate  birth  control  education  as 
part  of  our  assistance  in  helping  underdeveloped  countries  where 
population  increases  constitute  a  problem. 

The  issue  has  become  even  more  complicated  by  the  possibility 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  being  nominated  by  a  major  political  party 
for  the  presidency,  by  President  Eisenhower’s  announcement  that 
he  would  veto  legislation  providing  for  government’s  entrance 
into  the  birth  control  field,  and  by  an  article  published  last  week 
in  a  nationally  circulated  Catholic  magazine  on  the  position  a 
Catholic  U.  S.  president  would  have  to  take  on  a  “birth-control- 
program-for-Asia  to  be  financed  by  the  United  States.” 

Just  where  all  this  national  discussion  will  eventually  lead  is 
anybody’s  guess.  It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  concern  of 
Protestants  about  the  possibility  of  a  Roman  Catholic  president 
whose  ultimate  loyalty  is  pledged  to  the  Vatican.  Even  this  situa¬ 
tion  has  not  proved  to  be  a  major  obstacle  in  governmental  prac¬ 
tice  heretofore,  since  there  have  been  and  are  now  Roman 
Catholics  holding  high  responsible  places  in  governmental  circles. 
A  president,  as  head  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  government, 
however,  possesses  more  power  and  influence,  and  Protestants 
should  be  concerned  about  the  possibility  of  such  a  development. 

However,  we  cannot  believe  that  many  Protestants  would  in¬ 
sist  on  our  government  getting  into  the  birth  control  business  for 
other  countries,  regardless  of  how  desperate  the  population  prob¬ 
lem  may  be.  If  Asian  countries  want  assistance  in  this  matter  and 
make  their  requests  known,  we  are  confident  there  are  plenty  of 
private  groups,  social,  medical  and  religious,  which  would  welcome 
the  opportunity  of  being  of  assistance  in  this  matter. 
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REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  preached  at  the  evening 
worship  service  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  November  14.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Nader  told  of  his  recent  trip  to  Beirut  and  Rus¬ 
sia.  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

CONGRESSMAN  HAROLD  B.  McSWEEN  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  supper  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  on  Friday  night,  Nov.  27.  John  Bornman 
is  president  of  the  Club  and  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  KENNETH  ORTEN  was  recently  employ¬ 
ed  as  Director  of  Church  Choirs  for  the  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Orten 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Music  School  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  Rev.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  HARRY  V.  RANKIN,  superintendent  of 
the  Tyler  District  of  the  Texas  Conference, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship  service 
at  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
Sunday,  November  29.  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son  is  the  pastor. 

DR.  B.  JOSEPH  MARTIN,  president  of  Geor¬ 
gian  Wesleyan  College  since  1953,  was  re¬ 
cently  named  president  of  Taylor  University, 
Upland,  Indiana.  Dr.  Martin  is  a  native  of  Loui¬ 
siana.  He  is  a  first  cousin  of  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin, 
pastor  of  Carpenter’s  Chapel  at  Prairieville. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was  guest 
evangelist  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  November  30 
through  December  4.  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  CALVIN  LAPUYADE  an¬ 
nounce  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  a  son, 
Keith  Dale,  at  Emory  University  Hospital  on 
November  17.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lapuyade  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  on  trial  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  a 
senior  in  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

REV.  ROY  E.  MOUSER,  pastor  of  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  revival  services 
at  the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette, 
November  8-13.  Eight  commitments — the  result 
of  visitation — were  secured  for  church  member¬ 
ship.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CHOICE,  a  playlet  on  Luke,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Verdel,  was  presented 
at  the  evening  worship  service  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa, 
on  Sunday,  November  22.  The  playlet  was  pre¬ 
sented  as  the  concluding  session  for  the  study 
“Luke:  Portrait  of  Christ,”  brought  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow. 

A  CHRISTMAS  CANTATA  will  be  held  at  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church  and  the  Algiers 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  December  13.  The 
Algiers  Church  Choir  and  the  Gretna  Church 
Choir  will  join  in  presenting  a  program  of  Christ¬ 
mas  music.  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker  is  pastor  of 
the  Gretna  Church  and  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon  is 
pastor  of  the  Algiers  Church. 

REV.  CHARLES  S.  WALKER,  pastor  of  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
on  Tuesday,  November  24.  His  theme  was  “When 
A  Poet  Meets  God.”  According  to  a  report  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  office,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker’s  mes¬ 
sage  was  well  received  by  the  members  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Auxiliary. 


W.  LESLIE  SIKES,  president  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
was  speaker  at  the  Vesper  Services  of  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Sunday,  November  1.  Mr.  Sikes  is  a  member 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  is 
currently  studying  in  order  to  qualify  for  a  Local 
Preacher’s  license.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  Church. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  was  speaker  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Nov.  18.  This  was  the  annual  “Ladies  Night.” 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Nader  spoke  on  the  Religions  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  showed  slides  made  dur¬ 
ing  his  recent  trip  to  Russia.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  preached  at 
the  evening  worship  service  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  Nov.  22.  The 
Junior  High  Girls  Choir  sang  a  Thanksgiving 
anthem,  “Let  All  Things  Now  Living,”  arranged 
by  Davis.  They  were  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Har¬ 
old  Booth  at  the  organ  and  Sam  Terranova  on 
the  violin.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  DONALD  SHANKS  will  be  presented  in 
an  organ  recital  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  Sunday,  December  13,  at  3:00  p.m. 
This  will  be  the  first  recital  on  the  new  three 
manual  Wicks  pipe  organ  which  is  composed  of 
21  ranks,  with  a  total  of  1326  pipes.  The  Chancel 
Choir  will  present  Christmas  music  as  a  part  of 
the  program.  The  director  is  James  Ford,  and 
organist  is  Paul  Torgrimson.  A  reception  will 
follow  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church.  Rev. 
George  Peace,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  J.  W.  BOYD,  pastor  of  the  Sicily  Island 
and  Clayton  Methodist  Churches,  was  the 
guest  evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services 
at  the  Harrisonburg  Methodist  Church  November 
8-15.  Youth  meetings  were  held  each  evening, 
with  all  youth  of  the  surrounding  area  being 
urged  to  attend.  Miss  Emabeth  Hayes,  mission¬ 
ary,  teacher  and  youth  worker,  was  the  leader 
in  the  youth  meetings.  Prayer  services  were  held 
preceding  the  revival  services.  Rev.  Finas  Corie 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RECENT  HAPPENINGS  at  the  Gretna  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  included  a  Sunrise  Service  held 
Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  church.  There  was  spe¬ 
cial  music  by  the  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Pattye  Robertson.  Coffee  and  donuts  were 
served  and  the  service  was  well  attended  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  from  the  reporter,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Wag¬ 
goner.  The  “Kick-Off”  for  the  pledge  drive  of 
the  church  was  celebrated  with  a  congregational 
meeting  the  night  of  Dec.  1,  with  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  as  speaker.  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  KNIGHT,  pastor  of  the 
Greensburg  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Lock- 
port  Methodist  Church,  November  1-6.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Zerangue,  pastor  of  the  Lockport  Methodist 
Church,  conducted  the  singing  accompanied  by 
the  organ  with  Manny  Barries  and  Mrs.  Wood¬ 
ruff  at  the  organ.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Knight  brought 
a  message  in  French  one  night  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  requested  that  he  speak  in  French 
as  a  part  of  the  service.  There  were  three  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  church,  one  by  transfer  and  two  by 
affiliation  from  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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BISHOP  TITUS  LOWE,  former  head  of  the 
Singapore,  Portland,  and  Indiana  areas  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  died  in  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
November  27.  The  81 -year-old  bishop  had  been 
in  failing  health  for  two  years.  Retired  since 
1948,  Bishop  Lowe  had  devoted  48  years  to  the 
Methodist  ministry,  half  of  them  as  a  bishop. 
Bishop  Lowe  was  ordained  in  1900  and  served 
pastorates  in  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and 
Calcutta,  India,  before  his  election  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  1924.  He  was  bishop  of  the  Singapore 
Area  from  1924  to  1928  and  the  Portland  Area 
for  the  next  11  years.  Assigned  to  the  Indiana 
Area  in  1939,  he  served  until  his  retirement  in 
July,  1948,  at  the  age  of  70. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  M.  C.  CADY  will  sail  from 
New  Orleans  on  December  24  for  Campinas, 
Brazil,  where  they  will  study  the  Portuguese 
language  for  one  year.  They  will  then  take  an 
appointment  in  Brazil  for  four  years.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Cady  were  commissioned  at  a  service  held 
in  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  Nov.  29,  by  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin.  In  February  of  1959  they  made  the 
decision  to  enter  into  the  Missionary  work.  The 
Board  of  Missions  assigned  them  to  Brazil  in  June 
of  this  year  and  they  went  immediately  to  Scar- 
ritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  missionary 
orientation.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cady  attended  Lake 
Charles  High  School,  McNeese  College,  Cen¬ 
tenary  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He 
served  Cameron  and  the  Bell  City-Sweetlake 
charges  while  in  school. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Shreveport,  has 
recognized  the  fact  that  retirement  need  not 
mean  cessation  of  usefulness,  and  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Missions  has  set  up  a  new  organization  in 
the  church.  The  Commission  is  now  ready  to 
help  older  members  to  secure  jobs,  and  at  the 
same  time  is  working  with  various  business  firms 
in  the  city  who  may  be  interested  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  talented  older  persons.  An  invitation 
has  been  extended  to  those  interested  in  full-  or 
part-time  employment  to  contact  the  church  of¬ 
fice,  and  a  similar  call  has  gone  out  to  possible 
employers.  The  Commission  on  Missions  is  vitally 
interested  in  this  project  because  more  and  more 
it  is  realized  that  there  are  many  persons  now 
retired  who  might  like  not  only  to  supplement 
their  incomes,  but  render  various  services  to 
their  communities.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

RECENT  ACTIVITIES  at  Parker  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  included 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service’s  an¬ 
nual  bazaar  on  Thursday,  Nov.  5,  in  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Barnes  was  general 
chairman  for  this  event.  Assisting  her  were  the 
following:  Mrs.  Anna  Blessy,  aprons;  Mrs.  John 
Cerise,  novelties;  Mrs.  John  Lincks,  candy;  Mrs. 
John  Magendie,  cakes  and  cookies;  and  Mrs.  John 
Pearce,  scarfs,  towels,  and  pillowcases.  A  turkey 
dinner  was  served  to  the  guests.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Pen¬ 
ny  was  chairman  of  the  supper  committee.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lamplighter  Class  of  the  church  are 
meeting  each  Tuesday  night  for  a  discussion 
group  under  the  leadership  of  Les  Burtt.  The 
class  held  a  rummage  sale  on  Saturday,  Nov.  21. 
The  Intermediates  and  Young  People  were  hosts 
to  their  parents  Sunday,  November  15,  for  "Par¬ 
ent  Appreciation”  night.  After  coffee  and  dough¬ 
nuts  the  parents  were  guests  for  the  young 
people’s  program.  Rev.  Ed  Barksdale  is  pastor 
of  the  church,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Buck  was 
the  reporter. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


KEEPING  OUR  BALANCE 

About  a  year  ago  I  participated  with  President  Eisenhower  in 
laying  a  cornerstone.  In  that  ceremony  he  quoted  a  memorable  def¬ 
inition:  “Liberty  is  the  priceless  opportunity  for  self-discipline.” 
It  recalled  to  my  mind  a  counsel  given  near  the  end  of  the  Bible: 
“Add  to  your  knowledge  temperance,”  or  as  the  Revised  Version 
puts  it:  “Supplement  your  knowledge  with  self-control.” 

When  we  hear  the  words  “temperance”  or  “self-control,”  we 
think  first  of  all  of  restraint,  of  holding  ourselves  in.  We  are  born 
into  this  world  as  little  bundles  of  desires.  These  desires  reach 
out  in  all  directions,  and  if  we  proceed  on  the  principle  of  doing 
just  what  comes  naturally,  we  grow  like  a  wild  bush,  irregular  and 
unkempt.  The  temperate  person  is  one  whose  life  is  trained  and 
pruned  into  shapeliness,  and  fruitage. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  bodily  appetites.  The  body,  as  given  to 
us  by  our  Creator,  is  normally  a  beautiful  instrument.  Look  at  the 
athletic  young  fellow  using  his  body  with  such  admirable  and  care¬ 
free  grace.  But  if  we  pamper  our  bodies,  give  them  their  fill  in  any 
direction,  they  become  imperious  tyrants  and  we  become  their  slaves. 
The  appetites  awake  in  us  before  our  reason  does.  Hence  it  is  natural 
that  the  Ten  Commandments  should  be  so  largely  “Thou  shalt  nots.” 
Self-control  begins  with  self-restraint. 

One’s  inner  appetities  are  often  harder  to  overcome  than  out¬ 
ward  obstacles,  for  the  reason  that  the  latter  arouse  our  resistance 
while  the  former  lull  us  into  complacency.  When  we  face  opposition 
outside  ourselves,  we  feel  our  independence  threatened  and  our  la¬ 
tent  energies  are  stirred  into  action.  But  when  we  yield  to  our  physi¬ 
cal  appetites,  they  flatter  us  with  the  feeling  that  we  are  enlarging 
our  freedom  and  we  go  along  with  them.  Later  we  wake  up  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  they  have  impaired  our  liberty. 

It  is  curious  how  we  can  stand  so  much  more  trouble  than  we 
think  we  can  and  so  much  less  temptation  than  we  think  we  can.  We 
look  ahead  and  foresee  some  possible  calamity  and  we  say,  “Oh,  I 
could  never  endure  that.”  But  when  the  trouble  comes,  then  “as  our 
days  so  shall  our  strength  be,”  and  we  endure.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  look  ahead  to  some  possible  temptation,  and  we  say,  “Oh,  I  can 
easily  handle  that.”  But  when  the  siren  voice  and  the  seductive  call 
comes,  we  yield.  The  temperate  man  is  sufficiently  alert  to  see  the 
future  strength  of  temptations. 

Moreover,  to  be  temperate,  we  must  measure  temptations  by 
their  after-effects  rather  than  6y  their  alluring  promises.  Bishop 
Hazen  Werner  said  that  the  good  things  of  life  have  to  be  paid  for 
in  advance  while  the  bad  things  are  paid  for  afterward. 

For  instance,  the  athlete  has  to  pay  for  his  physical  fitness  by 
undergoing  discipline  and  sacrificing  midnight  suppers.  The  musi¬ 
cian  pays  for  his  artistry  by  long  exercises.  But  to  indulge  our  pas¬ 
sions  costs  nothing  beforehand.  The  payment  comes  afterward.  The 
temperate  man  is  smart  enough  not  to  take  his  enjoyments  until  he 
can  pay  for  them,  and  then  to  be  sure  they  are  worth  paying  for. 

Furthermore,  the  Christian  virtue  of  temperance  or  self-control 
requires  that  a  man  consider  his  influence  as  well  as  his  action.  He 
is  a  member  of  society  and  he  must  see  himself  in  his  social  setting. 
Paul  said,  “If  meat  causeth  my  brother  to  stumble,  I  v/ill  eat  no 
meat.”  It  is  possible  that  a  person  may  be  able  to  handle  some  in¬ 
dulgence  quote  safely  so  far  as  his  own  welfare  is  concerned;  but 
his  example  in  that  indulgence  may  lead  another  to  take  a  course 
which  he  cannot  control.  If  we  would  pass  the  high  Christian  test 
of  temperance,  I  do  not  quite  see  how  we  can  get  around  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  our  example  before  others. 

Yes,  and  we  should  remember  that  a  virtue  can  be  made  a  vice 
by  being  pushed  to  extremes.  Prudence  is  a  virtue  most  valuable 
in  keeping  us  from  recklessness,  but  prudence  can  be  carried  to  the 
point  of  timidity,  even  paralysis.  Amiability  is  a  charming  virtue 
in  helping  others,  but  a  person  can  misuse  it  until  he  becomes  pli¬ 
able  and  weak.  Strong  convictions  are  essential  to  strength  of 
character,  but  they  can  be  easily  counterfeited  by  stubbornness. 

In  our  day  when  so  many  are  losing  their  self-control  in  law¬ 
lessness  and  losing  their  heads,  following  false  philosophies  or  run¬ 
ning  before  foolish  fears,  how  we  need  those  persons  who  can  keep 
balance,  who  can  enjoy  pleasure  without  becoming  its  victim  and 
give  themselves  to  their  work  without  becoming  its  slave,  who  can 
carry  their  virtues  with  such  easy  grace  that  they  make  goodness 

attractive  to  others.  ......  _ 

Would  we  keep  our  balance?  Then  may  I  suggest  that  interest 
in  good  things  is  the  best  cure  for  temptations  and  warm-heartedness 
is  the  best  antidote  for  hot-headedness. 


"We've  GOT  to  do  something  about  this  overdue 
pledge.  Shall  we  think  up  some  excuse  or  just  ig¬ 
nore  it?" 


The 

L  a  y  m  an9  s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Desire  of  The  Shepherds 

The  Christmas  story  brings  so 
many  beautiful  thoughts  and  mem¬ 
ories  that,  every  year  about  Christ¬ 
mas  time,  I  have  wanted  to  make 
a  special  study  of  the  Gospels  which 
tell  about  the  birth  of  Jesus,  the 
Son  of  God.  For  a  month  I  have 
been  reading,  each  day,  Luke’s 
beautiful  story  of  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child.  As  new  vistas  of 
thought  on  the  event  have  been 
opened  up  to  me,  I  have  felt  a 
constraint  to  reduce  them  to  a 
series  of  three  meditations  on  the 
story  as  found  in  Luke  2:1-20.  Any¬ 
one  can  find  a' new  reason  for  ap¬ 
preciating  the  love  of  God  and  the 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  if  he  will 
read  these  verses  every  day  from 
now  until  Christmas.  This  is  the 
first  in  the  series. 

The  angels  frightened  the  shep¬ 
herds  at  first.  After  all,  who 
wouldn’t  be  scared  of  —  out  of  a 
clear  night  sky  —  a  bright  light 
shines  and  many  angels  are  seen 
and  heard.  After  assurances  from 
the  angels,  the  shepherds  become 
interested,  then  charmed,  then 
thrilled.  They  were  promised 
PEACE.  It  will  not  be  a  free  gift, 
though,  as  some  in  later  years 
would  try  to  think.  Peace  must 
come  to  “Men  with  whom  He  (God) 
is  well  pleased.”  But  all  of  these 
statements  and  promises  were  real- 
ly  more  than  simple,  uneducated 
men  could  then  understand.  The 
fact  that  remained  in  their  minds 
after  the  scene  had  faded  out  was 
th->t  a  “Savior”  had  been  born. 
Maybe  He  was  the  “Messiah”  that 


they  had  heard  about  all  their  lives. 
But  how  could  they  find  Him? 
Someone  remembered.  “They  said 
that  He  is  a  new  born  baby, 
wrapped  in  swaddling  cloths,  and 
lying  in  a  manger.”  This  might  be 
a  help  to  them.  But  where;  what 
town?  There  were  hundreds  of 
towns  and  villages  in  that  country. 
Again  someone  remembered  that 
it  was  “The  City  of  David.”  That 
was  Bethlehem,  of  course.  Why, 
Bethlehem  was  only  a  mile  or  so 
away.  One  could  even  see  the  flick¬ 
ering  lamp  lights  of  the  town  from 
the  Shepherds’  Fields,  where  they 
were. 

“Let  us  go  now.  .  .and  see.”  But 
there  must  have  been  a  few  who 
rationalized  the  whole  afair.  “Oh, 
what’s  the  use?  We’ll  be  hearing 
about  it  tomorrow  if  it  is  really 
true.  Besides,  if  we  go,  who  will 
tend  the  sheep?”  But  fortunately 
there  were  more  of  them  who  felt 
the  urgence;  the  need  of  seeing  this 
‘Savior’  who  might  be  the  answer 
to  their  yearnings  for  a  better  life. 

No  one  can  find  Christ  until  he 
has  a  desire  to  find  Him.  The 
shepherds  must  have  a  desire  to  see 
Jesus  in  order  to  see  Him.  God  is 
not  a  divine  errand  boy,  delivering 
salvation  or  joy  or  peace  whether 
we  request  them  or  not. 

Christianity  isn’t  what  you  would 
call  a  “rocking  chair”  religion,  even 
though  many  Methodists  want  to 
make  it  that.  It  involves,  as  much 
as  anything  else,  a  consuming  de¬ 
sire  to  see  Jesus.  The  glorious  fact 
of  it  is  that  this  desire  always  re¬ 
sults  in  achievement  of  the  goal. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  December  20,  1959:  GOOD  NEWS  FOR  THE  WORLD 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  MATTHEW  2:1-12.  LESSON  TEXT,  LUKE  2: 
8-14;  ACTS  11:19-26. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  I  bring  you  good  news  of  a  great  joy  which  will  come 
to  all  people;  for  to  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Savior  who 
is  Christ  the  Lord.  Luke  2:10-11:  (RSV) 


Today  we  come  to  our  annual  Christmas  les¬ 
son,  which  in  its  simplest  form  has  at  its  center 
the  story  of  the  birth  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem. 

This  event  is  so  full  of  meaning  to  the  world 
that  its  study  might  be  approached  from  many 
angles. 

(1)  Sometimes  for  our  Christmas  lesson  we 
give  emphasis  to  the  mysterious  fact  of  the  in¬ 
carnation.  In  such  a  study  we  think  of  the 
Baby  in  Bethlehem  as  both  human  and  divine, 
God  present  with  us  in  human  form. 

(2)  Our  Christmas  lesson  at  other  times  em¬ 
phasizes  the  fact  that  God  in  the  Baby  Jesus  is 
fulfilling  His  promise  of  a  Messiah,  a  Saviour 
of  the  world. 

(3)  At  times  we  study  the  historical  import¬ 
ance  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  We  are  reminded 
that  the  date  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  a  pivot 
point  on  which  world  history  seems  to  revolve. 
We  are  reminded  again  that  time  is  divided  and 
dated  forward  and  backward  from  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus. 

(4)  Sometimes  we  review  the  fact  that  the 
birth  of  Jesus  into  the  world  was  the  most  pro¬ 
found,  the  most  memorable  and  the  most  far- 
reaching  event  in  world  history. 

It  is  an  endless  source  of  amazement  that  an 
uneducated,  peasant  Jew,  born  in  an  out-lying 
province  of  the  great  Roman  Empire  could 
change  the  whole  course  of  human  history  from 
His  day  forward,  despite  the  fact  that  He  never 
held  an  official  position  of  any  kind  in  either 
church  or  state.  It  was  Richter  who  said  of 
Christ,  “The  (history  of  the)  life  of  Christ  is 
concerning  him  who  being  the  holiest  among 
the  mighty,  and  the  mightiest  among  the  holy, 
lifted  with  his  pierced  hand  empires  off  their 
hinges,  and  turned  the  stream  of  the  centuries 
out  of  its  channel,  and  still  governs  the  ages.” 

At  the  end  of  life  He  left  no  writings  and 
no  organization  except  His  faithful  eleven  dis¬ 
ciples.  His  active  public  work  extended  only 
over  a  period  of  three  years.  At  the  end  He 
was  condemned  to  death  in  a  Roman  court  and 
was  crucified  with  two  common  criminals.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  across  the  past  twenty  centuries  His 
life  and  teachings  have  been  the  dominant, 
ever-increasing  force  in  world  affairs.  Today, 
after  these  centuries  have  passed,  hundreds  of 
millions  of  people  worship  and  serve  Him  as 
Lord  and  Savior. 

The  Most  Beautiful  Story  Ever  Told 

Today  our  Christmas  lesson  seems  to  be  pri¬ 
marily  concerned  with  the  beautiful  story  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus  whose  coming  to  earth  was 
“good  news”  for  the  people  of  His  day  and  for 
all  of  the  unborn  generations  of  earth.  There 
is  no  other  story  so  beautifully  and  so  impress¬ 
ively  told  as  this  record  Luke  gives  us  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  with  attending  incidents. 

This  story  bears  on  its  very  face  the  stamp 
of  truth  because  it  is  so  directly  and  so  simply 
told.  If  one  attempted  to  make  up  a  story  about 
God  being  born  as  a  God-man  after  the  fashion 
that  Luke  reported  Jesus  was  born,  such  a  story 
would  be  so  filled  with  exaggeration  and  elabo¬ 
ration  and  fancy  as  to  brand  it  as  fiction.  The 
simple,  unadorned  record  Luke  gives  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  carries  a  convincing  evidence  of 
its  truthfulness. 

Caesar  Augustus  had  ordered  the  whole 
Roman  Empire  to  be  enrolled.  Joseph,  being 
of  the  lineage  of  David  went  to  Bethlehem,  the 
city  of  David  to  be  enrolled.  He  took  with  him 


“Mary  his  betrothed,  who  was  with  child.” 
There  Mary  gave  birth  to  Jesus,  her  first-born. 
Since  there  was  “no  room  for  them  in  the  inn” 
Jesus  was  born  in  a  stable  and  had  a  manger 
for  a  bed. 

Shepherds  Visited  By  An  Angel  of  God 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  told  in  the  same  at¬ 
tractive,  simple  manner.  Shepherds  were  watch¬ 
ing  their  flocks  in  a  field  near  Bethlehem  at 
night.  Suddenly  about  them  a  bright  light  was 
shining  and  the  “angel  of  the  Lord”  appeared 
to  them.  Like  any  of  the  rest  of  us  would  have 
been,  they  were  frightened.  They  were  told  not 
to  be  afraid.  The  angel  said,  “I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  for  all  peo¬ 
ple.”  The  “tidings”  were  that  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour  was  born  “Which  is  Christ  the 
Lord.” 

It  is  quite  significant,  we  believe,  that  this 
revelation  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  was 
given  first  to  this  group  of  lowly  shepherds  as 
they  were  about  their  everyday  tasks.  One 
would  ordinarily  expect  this  message  to  be 
given  to  the  high  priest  or  some  other  Temple 
authorities  of  a  high  order.  Probably  God  knew 
that  the  pre-conceived  ideas  concerning  the 
Messiah  were  so  strongly  fixed  in  the  minds  of 
Jewish  leaders  that  they  would  not  be  impressed 
with  the  child  of  a  peasant  born  in  a  stable, 
even  if  the  revelation  had  been  accompanied 
by  the  angelic  demonstrations  seen  by  the  shep¬ 
herds.  We  will  remember  also  that  Jesus  chose 
His  followers  from  among  the  fishermen  on  the 
shore  of  Galilee  instead  of  from  among  Temple 
leaders  in  Jerusalem. 

This  Shall  Be  A  Sign 

Since  there  might  be  other  babies  in  Bethle¬ 
hem,  the  shepherds  were  told  that  this  baby, 
about  which  the  angel  was  speaking,  would  be 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes  and  lying  in  a 
manger.  That  the  angel  felt  was  a  sufficient 
description. 

What  would  the  leaders  of  the  Temple  have 
thought  about  this  as  a  sign  that  the  Messiah 
had  come  to  earth?  It  was  the  lowly  origin  of 
Jesus  which  caused  the  question  so  contempt- 
ously  asked,  “Is  not  this  the  carpenter’s  son?” 
This  question  was  asked  after  Jesus  had  done 
many  miracles  and  had  given  other  proofs  of 
His  divinity.  What  wouid  such  people  have 
thought,  if  they  had  been  told  that  the  Messiah 
had  come  as  a  helpless  Baby  “wrapped  in  swad¬ 
dling  clothes.” 

A  Visit  To  The  Manger 

As  soon  as  the  vision  of  the  angels  had 
passed,  the  shepherds  decided  to  go  to  “Bethle¬ 
hem  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come  to  pass.” 
Just  what  directed  them  to  the  proper  place  in 
Bethlehem  we  lo  not  know  However  they 
did  go  “with  haste”  and  found  everything  just 
as  the  angel  had  described  it.  They  told  Mary 
and  Joseph  and  others  about  the  visits  they  had 
by  angels  and  the  messages  they  had  heard 
about  Jesus.  They  then  returned  to  their  work 
“glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things 
that  they  had  heard  and  seen.” 

The  Spread  of  The  Good  News 

In  the  second  selection  for  our  lesson  text, 
we  turn  from  the  Gospel  of  Luke  to  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  At  first  glance,  we  may  be  sur¬ 
prised  that  these  two  passages  are  linked  to¬ 
gether  in  a  Christmas  lesson.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  very  closely  related  when  we  study  the 
gospel  as  “good  news.” 


(1)  Both  were  written  by  Luke  and  both  are 
a  part  of  his  purpose  to  explain  to  Theopholis 
the  origin  and  spread  of  the  message  of  the 
Christian  church. 

(2)  Both  make  joyful  announcements.  In 
Luke  we  are  told  that  the  “good  tidings  of  great 
joy  .  .  .  shall  be  to  all  people.” 

(3)  In  the  passage  from  Acts,  we  have  a 
record  of  the  establishment  of  the  first  Christian 
church  in  which  Christian  Jews  and  Christian 
Gentiles  held  membership  on  a  basis  of  equal¬ 
ity.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  fulfillment  of 
the  angels’  prophecy  that  the  “good  news”  was 
for  all  people. 

In  the  opening  verse  of  the  selection  from 
Acts,  we  are  told  that  Christians  who  were 
scattered  by  persecution,  after  the  death  of 
Stephen,  went  as  far  as  Phoenicia,  and  Cyprus, 
and  Antioch,  “Preaching  the  word  to  none  but 
unto  the  Jews  only.”  All  of  the  places  named 
were  to  the  north  and  northwest  of  Jerusalem, 
ranging  in  distance  of  from  fifty  miles  to 
Phoenicia  to  two  hundred  miles  to  Antioch  and 
an  overall  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the 
island  of  Cyprus. 

It  was  only  a  short  time,  apparently,  until 
some  of  these  Jewish  Christians  began  to  preach 
to  the  Greeks  (gentiles)  in  Antioch,  “and  a  great 
number  believed,  and  turned  unto  the  Lord.” 
It  appears  that  in  Antioch  we.  find  the  first, 
definite  mission  to  the  Gentiles. 

The  Growth  of  The  Church  In  Antioch 

Antioch,  in  Syria,  was  the  third  largest  city 
in  the  Roman  Empire.  Only  Alexandria  and 
Rome  were  larger.  Antioch  was  a  great  com¬ 
mercial  center  for  the  whole  eastern  section  of 
the  empire.  No  more  strategic  center  could 
have  been  found  in  the  east  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  great  Christian  church. 

When  “tidings”  of  the  growth  of  the  church 
in  Antioch  reached  Jerusalem,  the  leaders  there 
sent  Barnabas  to  look  the  situation  over.  Barna¬ 
bas  “was  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  faith.”  When  he  saw  the  situation 
in  Antioch  he  was  glad  and  exhorted  the  work¬ 
ers  there  to  remain  steadfast  in  the  work  they 
were  doing. 

Barnabas,  sensing  the  bigness  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  at  Antioch  to  build  a  great  Christian  cen¬ 
ter,  went  almost  immediately  to  Tarsus  to  ask 
Paul  to  come  to  Antioch  and  work  with  him. 

For  a  whole  year  Paul  and  Barnabas  worked 
with  the  church  in  Antioch  teaching  and  preach¬ 
ing.  With  such  leadership,  it  is  not  strange 
that  the  church  at  Antioch  made  great  progress. 
The  church  at  Antioch  came  to  rival  the  church 
at  Jerusalem  in  its  influence  on  the  Christian 
movement.  As  it  was  the  first  place  where  a 
definite  mission  to  the  Gentiles  was  set  up,  it 
also  became  headquarters  for  the  first  mission 
ary  journey  by  Paul  and  Barnabas. 

First  Called  Christians  In  Antioch 

The  followers  of  Jesus  had  been  called  by 
different  names  up  to  this  time.  They  were  fol¬ 
lowers,  disciples,  saints,  brethren.  Now,  in 
Antioch,  they  are  given  a  name,  in  derision, 
which  they  seemed  to  accept  with  gratitude. 
There  for  the  first  time  they  were  called  Chris¬ 
tians,  which  meant  that  they  were  followers  of 
Christ. 

These  early  Christians  took  this  name  and 
so  honored  it  with  their  lives  and  sacrificial 
service  that,  after  twenty  centuries,  the  name 
Christian  is  now  the  most  widely  honored  name 
to  be  found  in  the  world.  The  Christian  is  still 
the  bearer  of  “Good  News  For  The  World”  and 
finds  his  highest  joy  in  that  service. 


CORRECTION 

In  Ihe  Sunday  School  Lesson  published 
in  the  issue  of  November  12  for  Sunday 
November  22  was  the  following  sentence: 
"It  is  not  necessary  for  every  real  Chris¬ 
tian  to  make  a  complete,  unconditional 
surrender  of  his  life  .  .  The  sentence 
should  have  read:  "It  is  not  necessary  for 
everyone  to  have  this  crisis  experience  in 
conversion.  Nevertheless,  it  is  necessary 
for  every  real  Christian  to  make  a  com¬ 
plete  unconditional  surrender  of  his  life 
to  what  he  conceives  to  be  God's  will  for 
him,  if  he  is  to  live  a  happy,  useful  Chris¬ 
tian  life."  We  regret  very  much  this  mis¬ 
take  which  changed  entirely  the  meaning 
of  the  two  sentences. 


DECEMBER  10,  1959 
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LOUISIANA  METHODIS 


METHODIST  HOME 


From  Bishop  Martin 


SUNDAY, 


Most  of  us  feel  that  the  merrymaking  at 
Christmas  season  is  hollow  unless  we  reach 
beyond  our  immediate  circle  of  family  and 
friends  to  share  with  others  unknown  to  us 
personally.  We  have  the  hope  that  all  men 
might  sense  the  true  meaning  of  the  festival 
by  which  we  commemorate  the  Supreme 
gift  made  to  us  by  our  Heavenly  Father  when 
He  sent  His  Son  as  our  Savior.  Thus  it  is 
very  suitable  that  at  each  Christmas  season 
we  have  the  privilege  of  knowing  the  full 
joy  and  satisfaction  of  a  Christian  observ¬ 
ance  of  Christmas  as  we  make  our  gifts  to 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

You  are  familiar  with  the  purpose  of  the 
Home  Hospital  and  know  of  its  unselfish 
BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  service  rendered  to  often-desperate  young 

women  by  its  devoted  staff. 

I  am  confident  that  our  Methodists  in  Louisiana  will  this  year  make  the 
largest  offering  we  have  had  in  support  of  this  sacred  institution. 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 


The  Girl’s  Rehabilitation  Fund 


Patients  who  are  leaving  our  Home  Hospital  are  given  final  counselling  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  fine  staff.  Together  they  make  plans  for  the  baby  and  for  the  immediate 
future  of -the  girl.  In  these  talks  many  times  it  is  indicated  that  the  girl  needs  a  few 
dollars  at  least  until  she  gets  a  salary  check.  Up  until  a  few  months  ago  there  was  no 
provision  made  in  our  budget  to  provide  such  funds.  Here  our  plan  broke  down.  To 
send  her  out  with  no  funds  might  subject  her  to  temptation  again.  To  meet  this  need 
our  Board  has  set  aside  a  fund  each  year.  It  is  carefully  administered.  If  possible  we 
ask  that  it  be  a  loan.  It  is  proving  to  be  a  great  help  in  completing  our  services  to  our 
girls. 


THE  METHODIS 

The  institution  that  is  now  known  as  the  Methodist  | 
a  Methodist  institution  nearly  50  years  ago.  It  is  estimaf 
approximately  4000  girls. 

This  institution  is  a  maternity  home  for  unwed  mol 
year,  and  a  child-placement  agency.  It  has  a  capacity  of 
of  the  girl  and  complete  care  of  her  baby.  We  operate  | 

A  girl  comes  to  us  despondent,  doubting,  uncertain  i 
because  of  the  lack  of  understanding  of  the  people  back 
for  the  better.  She  responds  to  counsel  and  messages  iij 
Heavenly  Father’s  forgiveness. 

Down  in  the  human 
Feelings  lie  buried  thal 
Touched  by  a  loving  1 
Chords  that  are  brokel 


The  Imporfranj 


This  Christmas  offering  is  of  utmost  importance  because  i 
penses  out  of  this  year’s  income.  It  is  with  confidence  that  w| 
local  churches. 


The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  needs  an  elevator.  One  wal 
An  estimate  made  by  a  reliable  elevator  manufacturer  places| 
some  one. 


From  Bishop  Franklin 


BISHOP  MARVIN  A. 
FRANKLIN 


The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
is  furnishing  a  Christian  min¬ 
istry  to  many  in  their  darkest 
and  neediest  hours.  There  they 
have  an  atmosphere  of  love,  un¬ 
derstanding,  and  sympathy  which 
opens  a  door  of  hope  when  the 
night  is  all  about  them.  This  hos¬ 
pital  receives,  and  deserves  to  re¬ 
ceive,  the  loyal  support  of  the 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  It  could  not  be  better 
manned  than  by  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Haughton  and  their  ef¬ 
ficient  staff  of  workers,  nurses, 
and  doctors.  It  is  always  a  pleasure 
to  see  how  smoothly  it  operates 
under  their  direction.  The  Home 
Hospital  has  a  high  place  in  both 
the  Mississippi  Conferences. 


GIVE 

THAT 

THEY 

MIGHT 

HAVE 

LIFE 


FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN  0 


To  the  many  shareholders  of 
The  Methodist  Home  Hospital: 


Dear  Friends: 


“Again  we  come  to  that  time  of  the  year  when  w| 
tion  of  our  people  to  the  remarkable  work  being  donj 
Hospital.  The  great  Methodist  Church  has  only  two  of 
ful  scrutiny  of  the  work  amply  justifies  our  going  1 
called  Methodists  and  asking  for  your  support.  Our  1 
is  well  staffed  and  in  these  days  of  higher  standards  j 
ments  by  the  state,  it  reflects  the  splendid  leadership 
Church  we  may  well  be  proud  of  this  unique  service] 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  In  that  hour  of  acute  c’ 
the  church  reaches  out  in  Christian  sympathy  and  s« 
missed  the  way. 


Let  your  heart  speak  when  the  offering  is  tak^ 
much  .  .  .” 


SincerfJ 

N.  H- 
Chair* 


GIVE  GENEROUSLY  TO  TH 


Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 


PLEASE  POST 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


ERVES  ITS  ANNUAL 


OSPITAL  SUNDAY 


BER  20 


EDITION 

E  HOSPITAL 

al  was  organized  in  1886,  73  years  ago.  It  became 
tig  its  long  history  it  has  given  shelter  and  care  to 

offense,  a  child-caring  agency  for  babies  up  to  one 
130  babies.  Its  purpose  is  the  total  rehabilitation 
,of  health,  evangelism,  education,  and  adoption, 
"ler  parents  share  her  feelings.  She  is  resentful 
|few  days  her  spirit  experiences  a  notable  change 
kneels  at  our  beautiful  altar  and  knows  the 

py  the  tempter, 
ore; 

by  kindness, 
lonce  more. 


From  The  Superintendent 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  report  another  full 
year  of  service  by  your  Home  Hospital.  We 
have  given  service  to  more  girls  and  more 
babies,  therefore,  than  in  any  year  during  this 
administration.  The  total  results  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  girls  and  placements  of  babies  for  adop¬ 
tion  have  been  gratifying  indeed.  We  have 
encountered  many  difficulties  but  our  staff  has 
been  loyal  and  efficient  in  helping  us  meet  ev¬ 
ery  situation. 

Inflation  plagues  us  always.  Every  dollar 
buys  less  and  less.  We  ask  each  church  that 
takes  the  Christmas  offering  on  December  20th 
to  be  as  liberal  as  possible.  Those  churches 
that  have  our  support  in  the  budget  are  asked 
to  send  us  a  check  at  this  season. 

Please  continue  to  invite  us  to  visit  your 
churches,  and  present  this  worthy  Christian 
cause  from  your  pulpits. 

In  addition  to  Christmas  offerings  many 
churches  and  organizations  like  to  send  boxes 
of  clothing  and  supplies.  Also  we  will  have  35 
girls  at  Christmas  who  would  appreciate 
remembrances. 

It  is  with  deep  gratitude  that  we  remember 


REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON 


These  encourage  us  to  believe  it  will  happen  again. 


your  lovely  expressions. 


Fraternally, 

L.  D.  Haughton 
Superintendent 


Offering 


[determine  whether  we  are  able  to  pay  this  year’s  ex- 
pacred  task  to  the  faithful  pastors  and  laymen  of  the 


jhe  original  plans  but  had  to  be  omitted  to  cut  costs. 
Pst  at  $14,000.00.  This  would  make  a  fine  memorial  for 


[ard  of  directors 


A  Terrific  Situation 


Khe  atten- 
P’st  Home 
I'd  a  care- 
Louisiana 
ptedness, 
require- 
|°n-  As  a 
[People  of 
?  arms  of 
vho  have 


DR.  N.  H.  MELBERT 


We  doubt  that  many  Methodists  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  realize  the 
desperate  nature  of  the  problem  this  institution  faces.  There  is  a  great  iov  as 
a  father  and  a  mother  have  a  beautiful  baby  girl  born  into  their  homes  JThev 
begin  to  make  plans,  wonderful  plans,  for  her  even  before  she  is 
born.  They  watch  her  development  and  record  every  stage  Thev 
iook  forward  to  her  graduation  from  grammar  school  and  high 
school  and  college,  her  musical  recitals.  Later  on  they  expect  her 

A  5larry  aT!me  young  man,  establish  a  home  and  bear  them  grand- 

children.  Dreams  and  hopes  galore.  ° 

Then  an  explosion  occurs,  an  atomic  explosion,  shattering  everv 
dream  and  hope;  dazzling,  blinding,  confusing.  At  first  the  only 
one  in  the  family  that  knows  it  is  the  little  girl.  Soon  she  must 
tell  mother  and  daddy  who  take  her  to  their  doctor  who  confirms 
their  fears.  They  turn  to  their  pastor  who  listens  attentively  and 
sympathetically  and  admits  the  situation  is  grave  but  not  hope- 
less  He  points  them  to  an  institution  which  the  church  had  the 
wisdom  and  understanding  and  love  to  establish  long  before  this 
daughter  was  born,  the  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  They 
come  down  examine  the  plant,  meet  the  staff  and  feel  the  warm 
Christian  atmosphere.  They  are  told  of  the  total  plan  that  is  safe 

Heaverflv  FaL^f^  ^  girl  deCideS  t0  enter’  expeHelefa 

Heavenly  Fathers  forgiveness,  gets  all- the  bitterness  out  of  her 

heart  toward  anyone.  The  baby  is  born  and  given  to  the  church 

o  md  a  good,  strong,  sober  home,  to  secure  its  future  The  girl 

returns  to  take  her  place  in  the  home,  the  church,  and  the  com 

munity.  She  is  on  the  main  road  again,  the  straight  and  narrow 


TRULY 

GREAT 

MINISTRY 

OF 

THE 

CHURCH 


IDIST  HOME  HOSPITAL 


b°ARD. 


r  11  outstretched  hands  of  more  than  100  girls,  their  fami 

lies  and  their  babies  that  we  represent  in  our  appeal  for  this  Christ 
mas  offering.  Methodist  people  can  support  it  with  confidence 
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YOUTH  NEWS — Promotion  -  Devotion 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


On  Choosing  a  Diamond 

But  you  are  thinking,  “I  don’t 
have  to  choose  a  diamond — at  least 
not  yet.”  And  someone  a  little  old¬ 
er  is  looking  down  at  that  certain 
finger  and  realizing  the  choice  has 
already  been  made.  And  still  an¬ 
other  is  asking  why  all  of  a  sudden 
we  have  turned  this  staid  columnar 
effort  into  a  commercialized  adver¬ 
tisement  for  what  some  have  called 
“a  girl’s  best  friend.”  Still,  I  do 
have  a  point  if  you  stick  with  me 
long  enough. 

Somewhere  I  ran  across  an  ad 
which  describes  how  one  should 
choose  a  diamond.  Four  C’s  are 
listed  which  will  “help  you  choose 
wisely  according  to  quality  and 
cost.”  So,  methinks  this  should  be 
shared  with  diamond  buyers  po¬ 
tential  and  past. 

First,  carat  weight.  The  carat  is 
composed  of  100  points,  just  as  a 
dollar  is  composed  of  one  hundred 
cents.  Size  alone  does  not  deter¬ 
mine  price.  Often  a  smaller  dia¬ 
mond  may  be  worth  more  than  one 
of  considerably  larger  size.  (I  took 
great  comfort  in  explaining  this 
fact  to  the  gal  to  whom  I  once  gave 
a  diamond!)  However,  if  two  stones 
are  of  like  quality  but  one  is  twice 
the  size  of  the  other,  the  larger 
stone  will  usually  cost  you  more 
than  twice  as  much. 

Second,  color.  A  diamond  ideally, 
should  be  a  crystal-clear  white. 
However,  really  fine  whites  are  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  and  very  valuable. 
The  term  “blue-white”  is  consider¬ 
ed  inaccurate  and  is  seldom  used 
bv  reputable  jewelers — it  says  here. 
It  so  happens  that  most  color  varia¬ 
tions  are  so  delicate,  they  can  rarely 
be  detected  except  when  one  dia¬ 
mond  is  compared  with  others. 

Third,  clarity.  This  is  the  absence 
of  carbon  spots,  or  other  blemishes. 
Under  the  Federal  Trade  Commis¬ 
sion  rules,  a  diamond  may  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  flawless  only  if  it  shows 
no  blemishes  to  a  trained  eye  — 
when  magnified  ten  times.  A  tiny 
inclusion  that  cannot  be  seen  by  the 
naked  eye  will  have  little  effect  on 
the  beauty  of  the  diamond  and  will 
be  less  costly. 

Fourth,  cut.  Cutting  refers  to  the 
quality  of  the  workmanship,  to  the 
shape  of  the  stone  and  arrangement 
of  the  facets.  This  is  really  the 
only  point  at  which  man  can  make 
any  difference  in  the  diamond 
which  is  placed  in  ring  or  brooch! 

So,  you  are  saying,  I  can  find  all 
this  information  in  my  encyclo¬ 
pedia,  what’s  the  point  in  taking 
us  through  it  here.  OK,  you  asked 
for  it,  remember! 

As  I  read  about  diamonds,  I 
couldn’t  help  thinking  how  they 
are  like  people.  Many  of  the  things 
about  the  diamonds  could  be  said 
about  personality.  For  instance, 
what  of  the  “blemishes”  which  you 
can  hide  to  the  average  person  but 
which  are  magnified  ten  times 
when  you  come  into  the  presence 
of  Christ?  And  the  one-talent  per¬ 
son  may  be  of  superior  quality  in 
his  use  of  God-given  life  than  the 
ten-talent  one.  Not  to  mention  the 
fact  the  quality  of  workmanship  is 
dependent  upon  what  you  do  with 
what  you  have  in  the  way  of  time, 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Paul  E.  Martin 

A  retreat  was  held  at  Caney  Lake 
Methodist  Camp  on  November  27- 
28  for  the  Senior  High  M.  Y.  F.  of 
the  Paul  E.  Martin  Sub-district. 
Those  attending  were:  Joe  Capps, 
James  Thornton,  Jimmy  Frasier, 
Nell  Daigle,  Carol  Stuckey,  Maxine 
Wheelis,  Judith  Lewis,  and  Rev¬ 
erend  Jimmie  Pyles  from  Eros; 
Diane  Jones,  Marvin  Lee  King,  Dale 
Buford,  and  Martha  Fullerton  from 
Jonesboro;  Sonny  Hathaway, 
Woody  Barr,  Carla  Etter,  Junior 
Weaver,  Mrs.  Mabel  Etter,  and  Rev. 
Terral  T.  Lowe  from  Hodge. 

The  purpose  of  this  retreat  was 
to  discuss  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Senior  Youth  to  the  Church,  the 
place  of  the  Youth  work  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Local  Church,  the  par¬ 
ticular  interests  of  Youth  in  our 
day.  Two  devotional  services  were 
held,  one  led  by  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles, 
pastor  of  the  Eros  Methodist 
Church,  using  as  his  theme,  “The 
Lord  Hath  Need  of  Thee”;  and  one 
led  by  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe,  pastor 
of  the  Hodge  Methodist  Church, 
using  the  theme,  “Don’t  Let  People 
Look  Down  on  You  Because  You 
Are  Young.” 


St.  Francis-Lee 

The  St.  Francis-Lee  sub-district 
council  met  in  a  called  session  Sun¬ 
day,  November  15,  at  2:30  p.m.  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  For¬ 
rest  City,  Ark.  The  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  to  discuss  and  make 
plans  for  a  mid-winter  institute  for 
all  officers  and  area  chairmen  of 
the  local  churches  in  the  sub-dis¬ 
trict. 

The  date  set  for  the  one-day 
training  institute  is  December  29. 
It  will  be  held  in  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Hughes. 

Beginning  with  registration  at 
9:30  a.m.,  the  approximate  sched¬ 
ule  will  be:  10:00  a.m.,  welcome  and 
orientation  by  the  President,  Jo- 
belle  Beasley;  10:15  until  11:00,  a 
general  session  with  a  program  on 
the  “MY  Fund;  11:00  until  12:00, 
small  study  groups  for  officers, 
area  chairmen,  and  recreation 
chairmen. 

At  twelve,  the  entire  group  will 
adjourn  to  the  St.  Francis  Restau¬ 
rant  in  Hughes  for  dinner.  By  1:15 
p.m.  the  group  will  report  back  to 
the  Church  for  a  continuation  of 
the  small  study  groups. 

Each  group  will  make  a  report  of 
its  findings  to  the  entire  group  in 
a  general  session  beginning  at  2:15 
p.m.  There  will  be  a  break  for  rec¬ 
reation  and  refreshments  and  the 
meeting  will  be  adjourned  after  the 
closing  worship  service  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Definite  plans  as  to  who  will  lead 
the  various  study  groups  have  yet 
to  be  made. 

This  will  be  the  first  meeting  of 
its  type  held  by  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  St.  Fran¬ 
cis-Lee  sub-district.  It  is  an  ex¬ 
periment  in  which  the  Youth  Coun¬ 
cil  has  great  hopes  of  developing  a 
larger  and  better  M.Y.F. 


talent  and  resources. 

Yes,  diamonds  may  be  a  girl’s 
best  friend,  but  they  offer  a  real 
study  in  stewardship.  Get  the  re¬ 
flection? 


Some  Sheep  Are  Not 
Lost . . .  But  They’re 
Undernourished 

By  Henry  M.  Bullock 

The  Gospel  of  John  records  an 
important  conversation  between 
Jesus  and  Peter. 

“When  they  had  finished  break¬ 
fast,  Jesus  said  to  Simon  Peter, 
‘Simon,  son  of  John,  do  you  love 
me  more  than  these?’  He  said  to 
him,  ‘Yes,  Lord;  you  know  that  I 
love  you.’  He  said  to  him,  ‘Feed  my 
lambs.’  A  second  time  he  said  to 
him,  ‘Simon,  son  of  John,  do  you 
love  me?’  He  said  to  him,  ‘Yes, 
Lord;  you  know  that  I  love  you.’ 
He  said  to  him,  ‘Tend  my  sheep.’ 
He  said  to  him  the  third  time,  ‘Si¬ 
mon,  son  of  John,  do  you  love  me?’ 
Peter  was  grieved  because  he  said 
to  him  the  third  time,  ‘Do  you  love 
me?’  And  he  said  to  him,  ‘Lord,  you 
know  everything;  you  know  that  I 
love  you.’  Jesus  said  to  him,  ‘Feed 
my  sheep.’”  John  21:15-17 

Christ  is  saying  that  real  love 
for  Him  must  be  shown  by  tender 
care  of  His  lambs  and  sheep.  As  I 
read  this  passage,  I  remember  that 
many  adult  church  school  workers 
are  so  busy  with  the  Christian  nur¬ 
ture  of  children  and  you  that  they 
do  not  receive  an  adult  diet  of 
spiritual  food.  No  one  is  feeding 
the  sheep  who  feed  the  lambs! 

There  is  a  worker  with  children 
who  studies  faithfully  the  Bible 
and  church  school,  materials  to  help 
with  the  spiritual  needs  of  three- 
year-olds — but  she  has  no  regular 
spiritual  food  for  her  own  adult 
needs. 

There  is  a  worker  who  studies 
diligently  to  share  with  youth  a  liv¬ 
ing,  growing  faith  in  Christ  —  but 
who  seldom  studies  the  Bible  to 
hear  God’s  word  for  himself. 

There  is  a  superintendent,  a 
church  school  secretary,  or  even  a 
pastor — so  preoccupied  with  “run¬ 
ning  the  school”  or  feeding  the 
lambs  that  nobody  feeds  him. 

May  I  suggest  two  ways  to  help 
such  workers? 

First,  let  the  church  school  pro¬ 
vide  all  workers  with  one  of  our 
adult  lesson  publications,  such  as 
the  handy  and  •  attractive  pocket- 
size  Epworth  -  Notes,  in  addition  to 
any  pupil  and  teacher  materials  for 
the  age  group  he  teaches,  or  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  The  Church  School,  which 
should  go  to  all  general  officers, 
the  pastor,  and  the  department 
superintendents. 

Epworth  Notes  (already  popular 
with  many  adult  classes)  has  a 
page-a-day  development  of  Inter¬ 
national  Lessons  for  adults.  It’s 
small  enough  to  go  in  a  lady’s 
purse  or  a  man’s  coat  or  shirt  pock¬ 
et.  Thus  the  adult  officers  and 
workers  with  younger  classes  will 
receive  adult  spiritual  food  as  they 
work  to  feed  the  lambs  of  the  flock 
— the  milk  of  the  gospel  to  the 
babes  and  the  meat  to  the  more 
mature. 

Second,  let  the  commission  on 
education  of  every  church  arrange 
for  the  pastor  or  some  other  quali¬ 
fied  person  to  teach  a  leadership 
education  class  every  year  on  some 


Progress  Pointers 

Louisiana  Conference 
by 

The  Executive  Secretary 

A  leadership  class  for  prospect- 
ive  teachers  is  now  a  regular  part 
of  the  Church  School  program  of 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  This  class 
will  continue  for  nine  months  and 
will  offer  a  variety  of  courses.  This 
is  an  example  of  leadership  educa¬ 
tion  related  to  the  regular  program 

of  the  local  church — the  best  kind. 

•  *  *  * 

The  new  R  a  y  n  e  educational 
building  is  art  example  of  good 
planning  for  a  church  of  264  mem¬ 
bers.  The  rooms  are  large,  well 

arranged,  and  there  is  a  fellowship 
hall  with  a  folding  partition  so  it 
can  be  used  for  classes  on  Sunday. 

*  *  * 

The  seven  short  films,  entitled 
“The  Bishops  Speak,”  are  excellent 
for  Sunday  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ices.  We  have  two  sets  in  our  vis¬ 
ual  aids  library  (Box  4156,  Shreve¬ 
port). 

*  *  * 

The  District  Director  of  General 
Church  School  Work  in  the  Ruston 
District,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan,  ar¬ 
ranged  an  interesting  and  helpful 
display  of  materials  at  the  District 
Conference. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Ray  Branton  has  completed 
certification  for  the  course  “The 
Teachings  of  Jesus,”  and  he  is  avail¬ 
able  for  a  Bible  Conference  or  a 
regular  leadership  class. 

*  *  * 

The  new  color  film,  “Stop  Driv¬ 
ing  Us  Crazy,”  is  the  latest  offer¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  -  Temperance, 
and  is  the  most  unique  of  its  kind 
ever  produced.  Youth  and  adults 
will  respond  to  this  new  venture  in 
temperance  education. 

*  *  * 

Give  more  attention  to  Nursery 
Home  Members  is  the  suggestion 
Miss  Shiela  Nuttall,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Children’s  Work,  is  giving 
to  the  churches.  The  Nursery  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  ministry  to  the  homes. 
There  is  only  a  limited  Sunday 
program  for  2  and  3-year-old  chil¬ 
dren. 

*  *  * 

Adult  classes  have  the  richest 
curriculum  this  year  in  Methodist 
history.  An  adult  class  may  choose 
from  six  different  Methodist  Les¬ 
son  series,  from  the  International 
Lessons  to  the  new  Great  Books 
Series.  Look  over  the  current  list¬ 
ings  in  “Resources  for  Adult 
Groups”  (4412-BE). 


part  of  the  Bible,  personal  Chris¬ 
tian  living,  Christian  doctrine,  or 
some  such  meaty  spiritual  food  for 
all  adult  workers  of  the  school 
Write  the  executive  secretary  of 
your  conference  board  of  education 
or  write  to  our  Department  of 
Leadership  Education,  Box  .871, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  the  folder 
How  to  Have  a  Leadership  Class  in 
Your  Church  (744B)  which  tells 
how  to  go  about  organizing  and 
conducting  such  classes. 

Reprinted  from.  FORECAS  > 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

ARKANSAS  -  LOUISIANA  AREA 


Societies  Continue 
Studies 

Lake  Arthur 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  connection  with  its 
study  on  “World  Missions”  had  as 
their  guest  one  recent  Sunday  night 
Dr.  Keith  Mason  of  Shreveport.  Dr. 
Mason  spoke  on  his  recent  trip  to 
Africa  and  showed  a  hundred  pic¬ 
tures  on  the  work  of  Methodist  hos¬ 
pitals  in  Africa. 

Bastrop 

The  Woman’s  Society  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Bastrop  gave 
a  United  Nations  Tea  in  the  church 
parlor  on  United  Nations  Day. 

The  worship  center  was  meaning¬ 
ful  with  a  globe  at  one  side  and  in 
the  center  a  cross  above  which  was 
a  dove  of  peace.  In  the  background 
was  the  picture  of  Christ.  In  the 
foreground  the  flags  of  the  members 
of  the  UN  were  displayed. 

Objects  from  various  nations  were 
displayed  and  a  number  of  ladies 
were  dressed  in  costumes  of  differ¬ 
ent  nations. 

Simmesport 

The  Simmesport  Woman’s  Society 
met  Thursday,  November  12,  at  7:00 
p.m.  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  G.  W.  Eld- 
ridge.  Mrs.  G.  T.  Lusk  gave  a  devo¬ 
tional  followed  by  a  short  business 
meeting.  A  special  collection  was 
taken  to  buy  a  gift  for  the  new 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  par¬ 
sonage. 

Mrs.  Eldridge,  teacher  for  the 
study  of  Luke,  gave  the  introduction 
to  the  course  for  the  first  session. 
Refreshments  were  served  to  the 
eight  members  and  two  guests. 
West  Lake 

Reports  were  heard  and  a  Christ¬ 
mas  party  planned  at  the  regular 
social  meeting  of  the  Wavelyn  Guil¬ 
lory  Circle  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  West 
Lake  Methodist  Church.  The  group 
met  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Smith 
with  circle  chairman,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
H.  Cashen,  presiding. 

Mrs.  Audrey  Roberts  opened  the 
meeting  with  the  reading  of  the 
Collect.  The  Ten  Commandments 
was  the  topic  of  the  devotional  by 
Mrs.  Dan  Abbott. 

Relocated  Chinese  Christians  was 
the  topic  of  the  program  presented 
by  Mrs.  Roberts.  Those  participating 
on  the  program  were  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Clarence  D.  Adams,  Mrs. 
Cashen,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Coile,  Mrs.  Ab¬ 
bott,  and  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Jones. 

The  Reverend  Rex  Squyres  vis¬ 
ited  the  meeting  and  presented 
names  of  prospective  members  re¬ 
questing  that  they  be  cultivated  by 
the  Wavelyn  Guillory  circle. 

The  completion  of  the  Book  Study 
on  United  Nations  was  held  Monday, 
November  30,  at  7:30''  p.m.  at  the 
church  with  guest  speaker  Mrs. 
Howard  Carter.  At  this  time  the 
group  completed  the  requirements 
for  Jurisdictional  Recognition. 

The  circle  members  drew  names 
for  the  Christmas  party  and  Mrs. 
Coile  read  the  menu  and  designated 
those  present  to  bring  food  for  the 
dinner  which  was  held  at  the  church 
in  the  fellowship  hall  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  1,  at  6:30  p.m.  This  is  the 
annual  celebration  honoring  hus- 


Lake  Providence 
Honors  New 
Members 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Providence,  gave  a 
Tea  November  17  in  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  church  honoring  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  and  new  members:  Mrs. 
D.  F.  Davis,  district  secretary  of 
missionary  education;  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Terral,  district  secretary  of  youth; 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Brown,  Zone  Leader  for 
Zone  4  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Howard,  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Harris,  Mrs.  N.  Wolff,  Mrs.  H. 
G.  Wade,  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Nelson. 

The  Theme  song  for  the  year, 
“There’s  a  Light  Upon  the  Moun¬ 
tain,”  was  the  opening  song,  and  this 
theme  was  carried  out  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  center.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Baker,  vice- 
president,  gave  the  opening  prayer 
of  thanksgiving  after  which  she  in¬ 
troduced  each  honoree.  Mrs.  J.  Davis 
presented  each  with  a  corsage  which 
she  had  made. 

After  the  unison  singing  of  the 
Thanksgiving  hymn,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Babb,  secretary  of  spiritual  life,  gave 
the  meditation  and  closing  prayer. 

Refreshments  were  served  from  a 
table  depicting  the  Thanksgiving 
season. 

At  departure  each  guest  made  a 
Thanksgiving  offering  for  a  worthy 
and  needy  cause. 

The  Woman’s  Society  joined  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  October  21 
at  7:30  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  and 
Self  Denial  Program  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Patrick,  leader  of  the 


bands.  Each  husband  received  a 
“Gag  Gift.” 

The  January  meeting  will  be  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Cashen,  with  Mrs. 
Smith  bringing  the  devotional  and 
Mrs.  Roberts  presenting  the  pro¬ 
gram. 


Tumbling  Shoals 
Organizes  Society 

A  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  was  organized  at  Tumbling 
Shoals,  Sunday  afternoon,  November 
22.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  conference 
secretary  of  spiritual  life,  and  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Hunnicutt,  district  secretary 
of  promotion,  conducted  the  organ¬ 
ization  meeting. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  Miss  Mary  Logan,  president; 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Logan,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Logan,  spiritual  life;  Mrs. 
Lola  Russell,  secretary-treasurer; 
Mrs.  Jack  Woodson,  promotion. 

Gifts  for  the  new  society  from  the 
Batesville  District  included  one 
year’s  subscription  to  The  Methodist 
Woman,  a  membership  record  book, 
a  Program  Packet,  and  a  Guide. 

Rev.  Jack  Blume,  pastor  of  the 
Tumbling  Shoals  Church,  installed 
the  officers  at  the  eleven  o’clock 
service  November  29. 


Young  Mother’s  Circle,  was  leader 
of  the  service.  Mrs.  R.  S.  Reed,  pres¬ 
ident,  gave  the  opening  prayer  and 
a  resume  of  the  Week  of  Prayer. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Baker,  vice-president, 
Mrs.  D.  F.  Davis,  district  secretary 
of  missionary  education,  and  Mrs.  F. 
A.  Babb,  secretary  of  spiritual  life, 
told  of  the  projects  which  would 
benefit  from  the  offering.  The  offer¬ 
ing  amounted  to  $71.25. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program 
refreshments  were  served  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall. 

Quiet  Day  was  observed  during 
the  week,  with  Mrs.  Babb  as  the 
leader.  Prayer  group  were  held  in 
homes  and  at  the  church,  and  Com¬ 
munion  Services  were  also  held. 

The  services  concluded  Saturday, 
October  31,  at  9:30  a.m.  with  a 
meditation  and  closing  prayer  by 
Mrs.  Babb. 


Mrs.  F.  M.  Pearce,  Sr.,  is  pictured 
here  as  she  gave  a  word  picture  of 
the  United  Nations,  its  makeup, 
buildings,  its  chambers  and  its  ef¬ 
forts  in  behalf  of  world  peace  Oc¬ 
tober  22  at  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell.  Mrs.  Pearce  is  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Relations,  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  study,  "The  UN  and  Con¬ 
temporary  Man."  Forty-two  members 
of  the  Woman's  Society  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  met  together  to 
observe  UN  Day. 

The  action  following  the  study  was 
the  drive  for  UNICEF  conducted  by 
several  groups  in  the  church  choirs. 
The  very  youngest  choir  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Betty  Dossett  cov¬ 
ered  a  large  portion  of  the  town  and 
collected  "more  than  any  other 
group."  The  sum  total  was  $158.95. 
This  is  an  annual  project  of  the  Sli¬ 
dell  Woman's  Society  of  Christian 
Service. 


W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Second  Quarter  —  1959-60 


QUARTER  ENDING  NOVEMBER  15,  1959 
RECEIPTS: 

Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $16,534.30 

W.S.G .  2,813.82 

Helen  Wilson  Fund: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Norene  Robken  Fund: 

W.S.G . 

Result  of  Study  Projects: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Conference  Rural  Work: 

W.S.C.S . 

Special  Memberships: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

In  Remembrance  Fund: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $17,444.74 

W.S.G . $  3,629.17 


Other  Receipts  .  9.00 

Total  Receipts  from 
Districts : 

W.S.C.S . $20,896.74 

W.S.G.  - .  4,012.96 


$24,909.70 

Methodist  Youth  Fund  ...$  575.05 

District  Refund  for  Reg. 
and  Housing  at 

Mt.  Sequoyah  .  10.00 

From  Division  for  Camden 
District  Rural  Work  ....  186.25 

Refund  on  Expenses  for 
Town  and  Coun.  Conf.  6.00 

Refund  to  E.T.W.  Fund 
for  unused  funds  for  trip 
to  United  Nations 
in  1958  .  112.31 


$  889.61 


Total  Receipts  . $25,799  31 

Balance  August  15,  1959  .  11,702.05 


432.13 

18.95 

729.60 

141.31 

8.80 

177.75 

110.00 

50.00 

49.25 

8.00 


$21,073.91 

Week  of  Prayer  Offerings: 

W.S.C.S . $  1,401.42 

W.S.G .  123.71 

Cash  for  Supply  Work: 

W.S.C.S .  1,184.55 

W.S.G .  260.08 

August  Christmas  Party 

for  Supply  Work  .  456.65 

Crusade  Scholarship  Fd.  31.41 

Narcotic  Education  Fund  1.70 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 
Fund  . .-. .  367.27 


Total  to  Account  for  .  $37  501  36 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $14,081.99 

«,  W.S.G .  3,017.46 

Special  Memberships: 

WS.C.S .  110.00 

.  W;s-C .  50.00 

In  Remembrance  Fund: 

W.S.C.S .  49.25 

W.S.G .  8.00 

Total  Credit  to  Missions : 

W.S.C.S . $14,241.24 


W.S.G . $  3,075.46 


$17,316.70 

Methodist  Youth  Fund .  575.05 


Total  on  Appropriations  .  $17,891.75 

Week  of  Prayer  Offerings: 

W.S.C.S . $  1,401.42 

W.S.G .  123.71 

Cash  for  Supply  Work, 

Foreign : 

W.S.C.S .  128.97 

W.S.G .  127.56 

Home: 

W.S.C.S .  1,055.58 

W.S.G .  132.52 

Crusade  Scholarship  Fd.  31.41 

W.S.C.S . $  2,617.38 

W.S.G . .  383.79 


$  3,001.17 


Total  sent  to  the  Division  .  $20,892.92 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Fund  . $  50.OO 

Administrative  Expense  339.64 

Annual  Meeting  Expense  56.83 

Printing  Annual  Report 

and  Postage  .  818.08 

Camden  District 

Rural  Work  .  186.25 

Children's  Laboratory 

Expense  .  15.75 

Christian  Social 

Relations  .  294.50 

Human  Rights  Conf .  67.53 

Conf.  School  of  Missions  14.00 

Student  Regional, 
additional  expense  2.75 

Jurisd.  Cultivation  Fund  612.85 

Christian  Civic  Found.  1.70 

Miscellaneous  .  6.18 


Total  Disbursements  .  $23,358  98 

Balance  November  15,  1959  .  14,142^38 

Total  Accounted  for  . $37,501.36 


Mrs.  L.  D.  Crenshaw,  Treas. 
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Total  Enlistment 
of  the  Unenlisted 

By  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith 

President,  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
Resident  Bishop,  Oklahoma-New  Mexico  Area 


SOME  superficial  writer  has  stated  that  it 
does  not  take  much  of  a  man  to  be  a 
Christian.  To  which  I  would  reply,  “Quite 
true,  but  it  takes  all  of  him.”  The  goal  of 
the  Christian  life  should  be  the  real  commitment 
of  a  person  to  the  Person  and  to  the  Principles 
of  Jesus  Christ  so  that  one’s  life  may  become 
its  best  and  one’s  influence  shall  be  only  for 
good  and  for  God. 

Total  enlistment  calls  for  complete  dedica¬ 
tion  of  all,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  attempt  to 
divide  life  into  compartments.  This,  then,  will 
result  in  worship  which  will  produce  growth  in 
your  life.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  static  or 
stagnant  Christian.  When  these  two,  worship 
and  growth,  have  taken  place  in  one’s  life,  one 
will  be  a  completely  enlisted  person  in  all  phases 
of  the  Christian  life.  Attitudes,  directions  and 
purposes  will  all  completely  fit  into  the  pattern 
of  Him  who  came  that  we  might  have  life  and 
have  it  more  abundantly.  A  person  will  be¬ 
come  a  steward  of  his  possessions,  his  time,  and 
his  talents. 

There  is  a  tremendous  challenge  to  win  the 
multiplied  millions,  not  only  in  America  but 
throughout  the  world,  who  have  never  accepted 
our  Christ.  Not  at  all  would  be  minimize  the 
priority  of  this  great  need.  But  the  disastrous 
apathy  and  indifference  of  millions  of  those  who 
have  accepted  Christ  and  united  with  the 
Church  is  even  more  astounding.  We  speak  of 
the  undeveloped  or  even  undiscovered  natural 
resources  in  the  world.  The  abundance  of  oil, 
gas,  uranium,  and  all  metals  and  fuels  now 
stored  in  our  earth  overwhelms  us.  The  finger¬ 
tips  of  miraculous  science  are  now  touching  the 
resources  in  our  ocean  water  to  the  amazement 
of  all,  but  the  greatest  source  of  unused  and 
untapped  power  in  the  world  is  not  in  these 
natural  resources  but  in  the  membership  of  the 
Christian  churches  around  the  world.  Churches 
are  filled  with  men  and  women  who  have 
started  but  never  continued  the  journey  toward 
either  achievement  or  perfection.  One  of  the 
greatest  mission  fields  is  not  to  be  found  in 
some  backward  and  unfortunate  section  of  the 
world,  but  in  the  unused  and  untouched  talents 
on  the  Official  Boards  of  the  churches. 

Enlist  All  Officials 

If  only  the  officials  of  every  church  were 
totally  enlisted  for  Christ  and  His  Kingdom, 
we  could  take  this  nation  and  the  nations  of  the 
world  for  God.  This  is  no  indictment  of  their 
goodness  by  the  standards  of  man,  nor  of  their 
morality,  but  it  is  a  very  serious  indictment  of 
their  spirituality  and  their  interpretation  of 
purpose  and  power.  It  is  the  standard  by  which 
we  determine  whether  we  have  a  church,  the 
living,  vital  Body  of  Christ  on  earth,  or  whether 
we  have  a  very  fine  but  spiritually  unfruitful 
institution  largely  devoted  to  recital  of  creeds, 
social  fellowship,  and  selfish  enjoyment  of  pro¬ 
gram  and  service.  When  you  multiply  the  large 
number  of  officials  who  are  not  fully  committed 
and  totally  enlisted,  by  the  hundreds  of  thous¬ 
ands  or  millions  of  nominal  Christians  and 
church  members,  you  get  a  staggering  concept 
of  the  total  unused  power  of  the  Christian 
movement. 

Unfortunately  too  many  persons  interpret 
their  acceptance  of  Christ  and  church  member¬ 
ship  to  be  entirely  personal,  with  only  minor 
involvements  such  as  attendance  upon  certain 
services,  a  qualified  payment  to  the  budget,  and 
an  occasional  mental  or  emotional  disturbance 
over  the  far  away  man  in  need  or  the  philan¬ 
thropic  response  to  a  heartache  or  disturbance 
near  at  hand. 

Total  Commitment  Follows  Total  Enlistment 

The  task  of  the  Church  is  not  just  to  win  a 


person  and  then  move  on  to  another  attempted 
recruitment,  but  after  the  person  is  won,  the 
Church  should  see  that  he  is  totally  committed 
in  mind,  soul,  and  body  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 
This  will  mean  a  complete  enlistment  of  talents, 
time  and  possessions.  When  this  can  be  ac¬ 
complished,  the  dawn  of  the  Kingdom  will  have 
come.  A  minister  needs  carefully  to  study  and 
secure  a  complete  inventory  of  every  member, 
and  then  skillfully  to  use  the  God-created  tal¬ 
ents  of  each  member  in  the  particular  field  of 
Christian  endeavor  where  best  he  can  serve. 
Before  this  can  be  done  successfully,  members 
must,  by  personal  contacts  and  public  service, 
be  given  the  concept  of  total  commitment  and 
led  to  such  commitment  in  a  program  of  total 
enlistment.  A  person  is  given  a  new  sense  of 
worth  and  dignity  when  he  sees  the  need  for 
the  contribution  of  time  and  talent  that  he  can 


The  following  article,  fifth  of  the  series, 
is  chapter  VI  of  "Total  Enlistment,"  a  re¬ 
cent  publication  of  Methodist  Evangelistic 
Materials  and  is  used  here  by  special  pre- 
mission  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  The  article  is  here  published  to 
further  Methodism's  Total  Enlistment  pro¬ 
gram  during  1959  and  1960. 


give  to  the  work  of  the  Kingdom.  No  matter 
how  insignificant  in  the  scale  of  the  world’s 
values,  every  person  has  the  ability  to  become 
of  supreme  value  in  the  realm  of  the  spiritual. 
There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  an  inferiority 
complex  on  the  part  of  any  totally  enlisted  per¬ 
son. 

Science  has  made  more  progress  in  this 
century  than  in  all  other  centuries  recorded  by 
man.  With  all  these  discoveries  and  inven¬ 
tions,  those  who  are  responsible  for  them  are 
greatly  concerned  over  the  direction  and  the 
purpose  of  each.  Will  the  forces  that  are  avail¬ 
able  today  be  used  for  the  destruction  of  man¬ 
kind,  or  will  they  be  used  for  the  liberation  of 
man  from  the  burdens  of  life?  The  value  of  a 
civilization  will  not  be  determined  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  new  machines  nor  the  mechanical  power 
that  man  has  available  to  him,  but  by  the 
causes  to  which  they  are  applied.  That  which 
will  decide  the  future  of  both  moral  and  spiritual 
ideals  is  not  the  shortness  of  the  hours  of  labor 
that  man  must  achieve,  but  the  investment  of 
his  leisure  hours. 

If  labor  is  seeking  more  leisure  from  daily 
toil  in  order  to  have  longer  hours  of  spiritual 
achievement  and  personal  improvement,  we 
pray  that  this  leisure  will  be  quickly  realized, 
but  unfortunately,  too  often,  increased  leisure 
brings  only  increased  problems  and  conflict.  A 
totally  enlisted  person  will  welcome  leisure  as 
a  source  of  opportunity  for  spiritual  commit¬ 
ment.  He  will  have  more  hours  to  “be  still  and 
know  that  I  am  God”  and  then  to  go  forth  unto 
the  fields  which  are  white  unto  the  harvest. 

The  Main  Problem 

The  main  problem  of  education  is  not  intel¬ 
lectual,  great  as  that  is.  The  principal  decision 
facing  us  today  is  human  existence.  How  should 
we  live?  How  should  we  look  upon  society? 
How  should  we  act?  What  should  be  our  aspi¬ 
rations?  True  education  is  not  achieved  by  the 
study  of  a  source  book  of  facts'  which  are  too 
often  unrelated.  Education  should  enable  one 
to  interpret  life  and  its  problems  as  a  challenge 
and  as  an  opportunity  from  God  to  invest  one’s 
best  for  the  good  of  all.  If  education  be  proper, 
it  will  teach  man  that  he  is  a  child  of  God  and 


that  all  he  has  and  uses  belongs  to  God  who 
alone  is  the  Creator  of  all  things. 

“In  the  beginning  God  created”  should  be 
the  foundation  from  which  every  pdrson  begins 
to  build  his  life.  Then  he  will  grasp  the  fact 
that  man  has  never  created  anything.  He  only 
uses  the  creation  of  God.  He  cannot  destroy  it. 
He  can  only  tear  it  apart  or  mold  it  together. 
He  can  never  create  except  as  he  uses  the  ma¬ 
terials  that  God  has  furnished  him.  Since  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  independence  from  God’s 
gifts,  and  we  are  wholly  dependent  upon  God 
and  His  gifts,  surely  a  total  enlistment  of  what 
we  are  and  what  we  have  is  a  natural  response. 

We  also  need  to  emphasize  a  fact  that  is  too 
often  lost  sight  of.  It  is  that  God  is  dependent 
upon  each  of  us.  God  selected  a  long  and  tedi¬ 
ous  method  of  co-operation  with  man  for  the 
building  of  His  Kingdom.  God  limited  Himself 
to  the  work  that  He  can  achieve  only  as  we 
commit  ourselves  to  Him.  If  we  fail,  to  the 
extent  we  weaken  the  arm  of  God.  We  may 
not  have  much  ability,  but  even  our  one  talent 
is  a  necessity  if  God’s  Kingdom  is  to  come.  It 
gives  one  a  new  sense  of  self-respect  and  im¬ 
portance  to  know  that  God,  the  Creator  of  all 
the  universe,  depends  upon  him. 

The  task  for  us  is  great.  Will  we  seek  a  full 
and  complete  enlistment  of  all  those  who  are 
unenlisted?  Our  generation  is  more  aware  of 
the  hunger  of  the  world  than  any  other  genera¬ 
tion,  and  those  who  are  hungry  are  more  aware 
of  their  hunger.  With  one-half  or  more  of  the 
world’s  population  hungry,  with  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  who  are  suffering  from  physical  or  mental 
illness,  will  we  accept  this  as  a  challenge  to  en¬ 
list  those  who  are  unenlisted  in  order  that  we 
may  attack  the  problems  of  hunger  and  illness 
with  a  more  powerful  force  of  dedicated  Chris¬ 


tians? 

Which  Way  Man.  and  Civilization? 


In  the  affairs  of  the  nations  new  voices  are 
being  heard.  Nationalism  and  independence 
are  mere  words  to  millions  of  people,  but  these 
people  are  willing  to  die  for  the  promise  con¬ 
tained  in  the  words.  Communism  around  the 
world  is  setting  forth  a  concept  to  which  mil¬ 
lions  are  totally  enlisted.  To  them  this  is  an 
opportunity  to  get  their  heads  cracked  or  their 
lives  lost.  Their  call  is  to  a  total  commitment, 
as  there  are  no  unenlisted  members  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  party. 

As  Christians  and  members  of  the  Church, 
what  is  our  attitude  toward  these  new  voices, 
these  imperative  demands,  and  to  this  engulf¬ 
ing  pagan  philosophy?  Do  we  remain  neutral 
or  indifferent,  or  shall  we  set  forth  a  mighty 
campaign  to  enlist  every  unenlisted  Christian 
and  church  member  in  this  dedicated  struggle? 
We  need  to  re-emphasize  a  statement  made  by 
Bertrand  Russell  when  he  said,  “knowledge  is 
power,  but  it  is  for  evil  just  as  much  as  for 
good.”  This  is  no  time  for  any  Christian  to  fal¬ 
ter  or  fall.  He  must  become  a  totally  enlisted 
person,  so  that  his  one,  his  five,  or  his  ten  tal¬ 
ents  can  be  added  to  those  of  others  in  order  to 
make  a  force  for  righteousness  which  the  world 


cannot  resist. 

Unfortunately  man  has  not  yet  learned  to 
control  life  with  anything  like  the  sureness  and 
flexibility  with  which  he  controls  inanimate 
matter  and  energy.  Mechanical  techniques  are 
so  rapidly  developing  that  there  are  many  who 
do  not  believe  human  capacity  can  absorb  them. 
Man  has  at  last  reached  the  point  of  no  return; 
he  can  either  destroy  this  planet  and  himself,  or 
he  can  make  it  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  The 
number  and  quality  of  total  enlistments  will  be 
the  determining  factor. 

With  all  our  knowledge  and  skills  we  cannot 
escape  the  fact,  that  man’s  greatest  task  is  to 
control  himself  and  his  fellow  man.  Of  what 
value  is  a  man’s  knowledge  and  resultant  power 
if  they  are  neither  related  nor  controlled?  He 
must  enlist  all  that  he  is  and  can  become  for 
righteousness  and  truth. 

We  must  realize  that  truth  has  no  date 
mark  and  the  difference  between  right  and 
wrong  is  not  determined  by  transient  caprice  or 
selfish  expediency,  but  by  the  sovereign  will  of 
God.  We  have  the  methods  and  the  experience 
to  evaluate  scientific  results,  but  in  the  realm 
of  the  spirit  can  results  be  gauged  only  by  the 
degree  of  commitment  that  each  person  has 
made. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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District  Conferences 

Alexandria 

The  Alexandria  District  Confer¬ 
ence  met  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  No¬ 
vember  17,  with  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  Rev.  Otis  W.  Spinks  was 
the  host  pastor  and  Rev.  J.  J.  Cara¬ 
way  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
conference. 

The  highlight  of  the  conference 
was  the  noon  worship  hour  at 
which  time,  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  delivered  the  conference 
sermon  on  “God’s  Search  For  Man.” 
Just  preceding  the  worship  service, 
Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  requested  the 
presiding  officer  to  be  seated  for  a 
moment  and  presented  Dr.  Guy  M. 
Hicks  on  special  privilege  and  Dr. 
Hicks  gave  an  expression  of  appre¬ 
ciation  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Townsend  for  their  ministry  and 
leadership  in  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  for  the  past  six  years.  The 
conference  stood  in  appreciation  of 
the  work  done  by  the  Townsends. 

The  morning  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference  opened  with  a  devotional 
period  which  was  led  by  Rev.  W.  C. 
Barham.  The  conference  was  wel¬ 
comed  to  Trinity  Church  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Spinks.  Speakers  who  pre¬ 
sented  the  various  church  causes 
to  the  conference  included:  Rev.  J. 
B.  Grambling,  Homes  for  Retired 
Ministers;  Dr.  C.  B.  White,  The 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Dr.  J. 
H.  Bowdon,  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital;  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  Centen¬ 
ary  College;  Rev.  W.  Earl  Hotalen, 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation;  Rev.  R.  C.  Carter,  Town 
and  Country  Commission;  Rev.  J. 
J.  Caraway,  the  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ist  and  the  proposed  new  decimal 
for  conference  apportionments; 
Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions;  Charles  White,  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  Commission  and  District 
Board  of  Trustees;  Rev.  J.  F.  Kil¬ 
patrick,  Board  of  Evangelism.  Con¬ 
cluding  the  morning  business  ses¬ 
sion  the  program  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  was  presented  by  Dr.  Bent¬ 
ley  Sloane,  Mrs.  Melvin  Hall,  Rev. 
Conrad  P.  Edwards,  and  Mrs.  Roy 
L.  Garrett.  J.  N.  Fomby  was  pre¬ 
sented  as  the  new  district  director 
of  Youth  Work. 

Following  a  delicious  dinner 
served  by  the  women  of  Trinity 
Church  the  afternoon  session  in¬ 
cluded:  J.  N.  Fomby,  Lay  Activi¬ 
ties;  Rev.  Clark  Bell,  Stewardship 
Emphasis;  Rev.  S.  S.  Holladay, 
Committee  on  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  Records;  Dr.  G.  M.  Hicks, 
Committee  on  Ministerial  Qualifi¬ 
cations;  Rev.  O.  W.  Spinks,  Board 
of  Temperance  and  Chaplain  to 
Charity  Hospital;  S.  E.  Poole,  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Missions  and  The 
One  Thousand  Club;  Mrs.  Cathrine 
Wagner,  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service;  Rev.  Bob  Tatum  and 
Miss  Carolyn  Roberts,  Wesley 
Foundation;  Rev.  A.  D.,  St.  Amant, 
District  Statistician;  and  Rev.  A. 
P.  Smith,  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions. 

The  invitation  to  hold  the  district 
conference  next  year  at  First 
Church,  Pineville  was  accepted  by 
the  conference.  The  conference 
closed  with  the  singing  of  the  Dox- 
°logy  and  a  benediction  given  by 
Rev.  J.  W.  Lee. 


Shreveport 

The  Shreveport  District  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  November  18,  at  the 
Broadmoor  Church  in  Shreveport 
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This  is  the  newly  formed  Shepherd's  Club  of  the  Southside  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe.  This  group  will  visit  the  inactive  members  of  the  Church 
and  keep  them  informed  of  the  program  of  the  Church.  In  the  picture 
reading  left  to  right:  Mrs.  C.  S.  Cheatham,  Mrs.  Flora  Scarborough,  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Frances  Brennon,  Mrs.  Stanley  Jones,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Burke, 
Mrs.  Reba  Chapman,  Mrs.  Ada  Goutier,  Mrs.  J.  E.  McNeil,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Boggan, 
Mrs.  C.  O.  Stadter,  Mrs.  Ben  Kizer,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Coker.  Not  appearing  in 
the  picture  are:  Mrs.  Callie  Crow,  Mrs.  Mae  Goode,  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Leachman. 


with  approximately  three  hundred 
delegates  present.  More  than  the 
usual  amount  of  work  had  gone  into 
preparation  for  the  meeting  in  or¬ 
der  to  save  time  when  the  session 
began.  Pastor’s  reports  and  reports 
from  the  District  Staff  had  been 
prepared  in  advance,  and  were 
compiled  and  passed  out  to  the 
delegates  in  order  that  they  could 
take  the  information  home  for  fu¬ 
ture  use. 

One  feature  attraction  was  a 
thirty  minute  presentation  of  the 
1960  General  Conference  by  Dr.  W. 
E.  Trice,  the  number  one  ministerial 
Delegate  from  Louisiana.  Dr.  Trice 
has  served  during  the  Quadrenni- 
um  on  the  Commission  of  seventy 
appointed  to  study  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  System  and  make  a  report  at 
the  1960  Conference.  He  spoke  of 
the  Historical  factors  which  brought 
us  to  this  time,  and  of  the  likely 
report  of  his  Commission.  His  pre¬ 
sentation  was  both  informative  and 
inspirational,  and  the  delegates  ap¬ 
preciated  it  very  much. 

Three  young  men  were  licensed 
to  preach.  Harold  Price  from  Lo- 
gansport,  Fred  Schwendimann  III, 
son  of  the  minister  at  Coushatta, 
and  Tommy  Bergeron  from  St. 
Mark’s  Church,  New  Orleans,  an 
affiliate  member  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  were  presented  to  the 
Conference,  and  a  volume  of  In¬ 
terpreter’s  Bible  was  given  each 
by  laymen  of  the  churches. 

The  Shreveport  District  Minis¬ 
ter’s  Quartet  composed  of  Revs. 
Fred  Schwendimann,  W.  V.  Sir- 
man,  Alfred  M.  Brown,  and  Dr. 
James  T.  Harris  sang  familiar 
hymns  preceeding  the  district  con¬ 
ference  sermon  which  was  deliver¬ 
ed  by  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire  of 
Mansfield. 

The  offering  at  the  worship  serv¬ 
ice  was  directed  to  the  District 
Scholarship  Fund,  and  was  desig¬ 
nated  for  Miss  Georgina  Lachuga, 
a  Junior  at  Centenary  who  is  from 
Mexico.  The  amount  of  one  hund¬ 
red  fifty  dollars  was  set  aside  to 
help  pay  her  expenses  the  second 
semester. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  handled  the  im¬ 
portant  Committee  on  Ministerial 
Qualifications,  and  the  Licenses  of 
a  number  of  young  men  were  re¬ 
newed,  and  several  Seminary  men 


recommended  for  Admission  on 
Trial  and  Deacon’s  Orders  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Dr.  James  T.  Harris,  pastor  host, 
and  Joe  Lacy,  board  chairman  not 
only  welcomed  the  group  at  the 
opening  of  the  Conference,  but 
stood  by  throughout  the  session  to 
see  that  every  need  was  met.  This 
was  indeed  a  delightful  day,  and 
one  which  was  appreciated  by 
many  people  in  this  great  district. 


Rusloh 

The  Ruston  District  Conference, 
under  the  leadership  of  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Rev.  Luman  E.  Doug¬ 
las,  set  something  of  a  precedent  on 
Tuesday,  November  17,  when  it  met 
in  its  regular  session  at  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Methodist  Church.  The  Con¬ 
ference  met  at  3:45  p.m.  and  heard 
reports  of  the  Connectional  Causes 
presented  by  laymen  J.  Davidson 
Brown  of  Minden,  and  J.  C.  Love, 
Jr.,  of  Ruston. 

The  work  of  the  Commissions 
were  presented  by  the  District  Di¬ 
rectors,  and  Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  reported  on  the 
work  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 

J.  C.  Love,  Jr.,  discussed  the  al¬ 
ternate  finance  plan  to  be  presented 
at  Annual  Conference  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance. 

Following  supper,  which  was 
served  in  the  Grade  School  Cafe¬ 
teria  the  Conference  heard  Herman 
L.  Bass,  -  district  lay  leader  from 
Jonesboro,  present  the  program  of 
Lay  Activities  for  the  year,  and 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  give  the 
repoprt  of  the  Committee  on  Court¬ 
esies  and  Resolutions. 

The  conference  was  climaxed  by 
a  sermon  by  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland, 
editor  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist. 
Dr.  Wayland  pointed  out  that  with 
the  resources  of  the  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship  (and  all  that  goes  with  it), 
Church  Members  should  win  those 
outside  the  Church  by  1)  out  Liv¬ 
ing  them,  2)  out  Giving  them,  and 
3)  out  Loving  them. 

The  Conference  was  adjourned  at 
8:15.  It  will  meet  next  year  in 
Farmerville. 


National  Prayer 
School  To  Be  Held 
Dec.  31- Jan.  1 

Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  evangelist, 
missionary  and  author,  and  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  Parker,  well  known  author 
in  religious  leaders,  will  be  the 
leader  in  a  National  Prayer  School, 
scheduled  to  be  held  December  31 
and  January  1  at  the  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tennes¬ 
see,  according  to  Dr.  Tom  Carruth, 
staff  member  of  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  invitation  to  participate  in 
the  prayer  school  is  open  to  inter¬ 
ested  Methodist  leaders.  Accom¬ 
modations  will  be  made  available 
at  no  charge  in  private  homes  in 
Knoxville  for  those  desiring  ac¬ 
commodations.  Reservations  for 
participants  in  the  prayer  school 
and  for  accommodations  should  be 
made  by  writing  to  National  Prayer 
School,  Central  Methodist  Church, 
201  East  Third  Avenue,  Knoxville, 
17,  Tennessee. 

Pageant  Observing 
175th  Anniversary 
To  Be  in  Minden 

W.  E.  “Cotton”  Gleason  of  Minden 
has  been  selected  to  direct  the 
Pageant  depicting  the  175th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  to  be  held  in  Minden  January 
3,  1960.  Mr.  Gleason  is  a  Methodist 
and  a  teacher  in  the  Minden  High 
School.  He  has  directed  and  assisted 
in  many  of  the  high  school  pageants 
and  plays. 

Try-outs  were  the  remaining  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  meeting  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden  last 
Wednesday.  Churches  with  their 
minister  and  laymen  represented 
were:  First  Methodist  Church,  Min¬ 
den,  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  and  Joe 
Rogers;  Lakeview  Methodist  Church, 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Clint  Brewer, 
William  Greer,  William  Sanders; 
Pine  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Rev. 
Joe  McClain  and  Joe  Ward;  Homer 
First  Methodist  Church,  G.  A.  Daw¬ 
son  and  J.  B.  Bolling;  Bienville 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Jim  Constable  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Po¬ 
land;  Heflin,  Rev.  James  Evans,  O. 
E.  Thomas  and  Harold  Bartlett;  Cot¬ 
ton  Valley,  Rev.  Frank  Stage,  John 
Moody,  and  C.  S.  Arnold. 

At  4:30  p.m.  Sunday,  January  3, 
1960,  a  Procession  will  preceed  the 
Pageant.  This  procession  will  il¬ 
lustrate  how  the  different  ministers 
might  have  come  to  this  Christmas 
Conference  held  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  in  1784.  Other  aspects  of  the 
Methodist  Church  will  also  be  il¬ 
lustrated. 

5:00  p.m.  is  the  time  for  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Pageant.  The  pageant 
strives  to  present  the  highlights  of 
the  Conference  in  which  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized.  From  this  group  came  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  what  is  now  known  in 
America  as  The  Methodist  Church. 

Rehearsals  for  the  pageant  will  be 
held  Wednesday.  Thursday  and  Sat¬ 
urday  preceeding  the  Sunday  of  the 
pageant  at  7:00  p.m. 

Choirs  from  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Minden,  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Homer,  the  Cotton 
Valley  Methodist  Church,  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Haynesville, 
the  Ringgold  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Lakeview  Methodist  Church  will 
also  take  part  in  the  pageant. 
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A  group  of  students  at  Leonard  Theological  College,  Jabalpur,  India, 
prepare  to  go  on  the  air  with  a  program  of  Christian  music  from  the  studios 
of  LAV ARD,  the  Leonard  audio-visual  and  radio  department.  Their  director 
is  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  E.  McEldowney  (right)  of  the  LAV  ARD  executive  staff. 
He  is  a  missionary  from  Iowa. 

The  Gospel  Thru  New  Gateways 

By  Beverly  Chain 

Billions  and  billions  of  eyes  and  ears,  gateways  to  the  mind  of  man  .  .  . 
This  is  the  century  that  has  learned  to  appeal  to  them,  thousands  at  one 
time.  Sellers  of  soap,  promoters  of  shows,  propagators  of  the  “isms”  are 
putting  up  posters  getting  out  films,  advertising  on  radio  and  television. 

And  where  is  the  Christian  church?  What  is  it  doing?  Some  men 
have  said  that  the  world  is  won  by  that  ideology  whose  exponents  know 
best  how  to  present  it.  If  that  is  true,  Christians  will  have  to  catch  up  or 
give  up.  Christianity  offers  what  all  men  seek  —  Abundant  Life  —  yet 
it  has  won  relatively  few  communicants.  Perhaps  the  reason  lies  in  the 


New  Filmstrip 
For  Parents 

A  new  filmstrip,  NEXT  STEPS 
IN  RELIGION,  has  just  been  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  of  The  Methodist 
Church.  It  has  been  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  Department 
of  the  Christian  Family  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  to  help 
parents  of  children  six,  seven  and 
eight  years  of  age'  teach  religion  in 
the  home.  While  it  is  planned  pri¬ 
marily  for  parents  with  children  of 
these  ages,  the  principles  involved 
will  be  of  interest  to  other  parents. 

The  filmstrip  in  color  is  a  sequel 
to  FIRST  STEPS  IN  RELIGION 
which  was  planned  for  parents  of 
preschool  children.  FIRST  STEPS 
appeared  two  years  ago  and  has 
been  so  well  received  by  the  church 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
produce  a  sequel.  Though  planned 
primarily  for  parents,  it  will  also 
be  helpful  to  teachers  and  leaders 
in  the  church  school.  The  script 
was  written  by  Lois  Eddy  McDon¬ 
nell.  Emma  Jane  Kramer  White 
served  as  consultant. 

The  filmstrip  is  the  story  of  the 
parents  of  a  little  girl  who  is  start¬ 
ing  to  school  for  the  first  time.  Her 
parents  realize  that  she  is  starting 
a  new  phase  of  her  development. 
At  the  same  time,  she  will  have  a 
new  Sundav  School  teacher.  This 
teacher  visits  in  the  home  of  Sally 
Cole  and  explains  to  her  parents  the 
importance  of  teaching  religion  in 
the  home  through  everyday  living. 
She  invites  the  Coles  to  a  parents’ 
meeting  in  the  church  at  which  they 
learn  from  other  parents  ways  in 
which  they  are  trying  to  teach  re¬ 
ligion  through  the  normal  experi¬ 
ences  of  children.  An  interesting 
episode  centers  around  Mr.  Cole’s 
attempt  to  buy  a  Bible  story  book 
which  would  be  suitable  for  a  child 
of  six  years  of  age.  As  the  film¬ 
strip  moves  along,  the  Doles  discov¬ 
er  that  by  relating  teaching  in  the 
home  to  teaching  in  the  church 
school,  thcy  make  better  progress 
in  home  teaching.  They  also  dis¬ 
cover  the  value  of  finding  God  in 
the  beautiful  things  which  he  has 
made  in  the  world.  Through  drama, 
discussion,  visitors  in  the  home  and 
the  observance  of  special  days,  Sal¬ 
ly  is  prepared  to  take  the  next  step. 

A  leader’s  guide  accompanies  the 
filmstrip  suggesting  questions  for 
discussion  and  additional  resources. 
NEXT  STEPS  IN  RELIGION  is 
available  for  purchase  only  because 
many  churches  will  wish  to  include 
this  in  their  library  of  audio-visuals 
and  show  it  frequently  to  parents’ 
groups.  Order  from,  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  Purchase  price, 
$10  00.  This  includes  filmstrip,  rec¬ 
ord  and  leader’s  guide. 


New  Color  Film 
Tells  Plight  of 
Christian  Jews 

The  gruesome  experiences  of  the 
Jews  in  Europe  during  the  last  dec¬ 
ades  are  known  to  almost  every 
Christian.  The  plight  of  these  suf¬ 
fering  Jews  has  been  told  many 
times.  What  is  not  so  well  known 
is  the  plight  of  the  Christian  Jew 
during  the  same  period.  Now  for 
the  first  time  a  45-minute  color 
film  tells  the  true  story  of  a  He- 
brew-Christian  family  who  were 
hated  aliens  in  Germany  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  World  War  I. 

A  swift-moving  dramatic,  action- 


fact  that  churchmen  have  not  been 
successful  in  letting  enough  people 
see  clearly  enough  what  Christian¬ 
ity  offers. 

Many  Christians  realized  the  ne¬ 
cessity  for  developing  the  church’s 
use  of  the  mass  communications 
media  and  urged  the  formation  of 
RAVEMCCO  (Radio,  Visual  Educa¬ 
tion,  Mass  Communications  Com¬ 
mittee  in  1948.  Among  them  were 
many  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas. 

Since  that  time,  RAVEMCCO 
(now  a  unit  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches)  has  worked  close¬ 
ly  with  the  Methodist  Church  and 


packed  film  shows  the  desperate 
efforts  of  a  courageous  Jewish  wom¬ 
an  to  keep  her  family  together 
against  almost  insuperable  odds. 
The  family  is  finally  broken  up  and 
the  mother  becomes  a  fugitive  to 
escape  interment  that  would  have 
meant  certain  death  to  the  whole 
family.  After  the  war  they  are  re¬ 
united  at  the  Dutch-German  border 
through  an  exciting  chain  of  events. 
Then  follows  the  nightmare  of  Hit¬ 
ler  and  the  wholesale  murder  of 
Jews  in  Europe.  They  Looked  for 
a  City  is  a  story  that  would  be 
fantastically  exaggerated  except 
that  these  things  actually  happened. 

The  film  is  based  on  the  book  of 
the  same  title  by  Lydia  Buksbazen, 
whose  family  are  the  central  char¬ 
acters  in  both  the  book  and  the 
film.  They  Looked  for  a  City  is 
true  to  life  human  drama. 

The  45-minute  color,  sound,  16mm 
film  is  presented  by  the  Friends  of 
Israel  Missionary  and  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  which  has  been  evangelizing 
and  distributing  relief  to  Jews  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  for  21  years. 
The  film  is  available  for  rental  at 
$25.00  from  Dr.  Victor  Buksbazen, 
General  Secretary  Friends  of  Is¬ 
rael  Inc.,  Philadelphia. 


other  denominations  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies  in  a  vital  mission  — 
helping  Christians  around  the  world 
to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to 
the  nations  through  the  use  of  the 
mass  media.  Here  is  the  story  of 
what  is  happening  in  only  two 
countries: 

India 

India  is  a  “nation  building  it¬ 
self,”  Prime  Minister  Nehru  de¬ 
clares.  Missionaries  now  are  grant¬ 
ed  visas  on  the  grounds  that  they 


Editor's  Note:  Miss  Chain  of 
Dayton.  Ohio,  a  former  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  to  Brazil  special¬ 
ising  in  journalism  and  audio¬ 
visual  work,  is  now  an  editorial 
assistant  in  the  New  York  offices 
of  RAVEMMCO. 


are  especially  prepared  and  will  ac¬ 
cept  tasks  for  which  an  Indian  is 
not  trained  or  available.  If  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  to  have  any  impact  at 
all,  it  must  be  preached  largely  by 
Indian  Christians. 

Sound  tracks  of  evangelistic  and 
educational  films  are  being  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Indian  languages.  Re¬ 
ligious  records  have  been  recorded 
in  Hindi,  and  flannel-graph  sets 
with  Christ  drawn  as  an  Indian  in 
Indian  dress  have  been  widely  pro¬ 
duced.  More  than  1,144  film  rentals 
were  made  in  1958,  principally  for 
use  in  village  evangelism. 

The  India  Audio-Visual  News  and 
the  handbooks  on  the  use  of  film¬ 
strips  and  other  visual  materials 
produced  in  India  have  been  widely 
used  throughout  the  Far  East  and 
even  in  Latin  America.  India’s 
workshops  and  training  program 
are  perhaps  the  best  part  of  its 
audio-visual  enterprise.  At  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Easter,  Christian  broad¬ 


casts  are  heard  over  thfe  All-India 
Radio. 

One  of  the  pioneers  in  th  Chris¬ 
tian  use  of  mass  media  is  LAV  ARD, 
the  popular  name  of  the  Audio- 
Visual  and  Radio  Department  at 
Leonard  Theological  College  in 
Japalpur.  Leonard  trains  many  of 
the  ministers  and  other  professional 
church  leaders  of  Indian  Metho¬ 
dism.  LAVARD’s  extensive  pro¬ 
gram  of  education  and  evangelism 
through  mass  communications  in¬ 
cludes  film  production,  record  mak¬ 
ing  and  pressing,  radio  broadcast¬ 
ing  and  experimentation  in  religi¬ 
ous  television. 

Three  leaders  in  the  LAV  ARD 
program  are  becoming  perhaps 
most  responsible  for  its  success  — 
the  Rev.  Dr.  James  E.  McEldowney 
of  Iowa,  the  director,  and  his  two 
associates,  Venu  Macwan,  an  In¬ 
dian  Crusade  Scholar  studying  mass 
communications  this  year  at  Syra¬ 
cuse  University,  and  Gilbert  Gal¬ 
loway  of  Texas. 

Many  religious  and  political 
groups  in  India  believe  they  have 
the  right  answers  to  life’s  problems. 
Christianity  must  meet  this  chal¬ 
lenge.  One  important  way  is 
through  the  use  of  modern  mass 
media. 

Pakistan 

In  Pakistan  the  church  is  working 
against  a  background  of  discord. 
Boundary  disputes,  political  unrest, 
and  a  vast  Muslin  population  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  difficulty  of  present¬ 
ing  the  Christian  Gospel. 

Under  the  direction  of  Hyatt  Fer- 
oze  of  West  Pakistan,  the  National 
Christian  Council’s  audio  -  visual 
work  is  being  developed  and  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  total  church  pro¬ 
gram. 

With  16mm  films  and  filmstrips, 
the  audio-visual  staff  has  been  able 
to  go  into  Muslin  schools  and  col¬ 
leges,  particularly  in  the  Punjab 
and  Sind  Areas,  with  films  such  as 
“The  Promise,”  “All  That  I  Have," 
“Dust  or  Destiny,”  and  “Faith  Tri¬ 
umphant.” 

Again  using  films,  the  audio-vis¬ 
ual  staff  recently  made  many 
friends  for  the  Gospel  among  Wa- 
zirastan  people  who  previously  had 
refused  to  listen  to  the  Christian 
message. 

Among  intellectuals,  drama  is  the 
means  by  which  Christian  princi¬ 
ples  are  presented.  A  Muslin  law¬ 
yer  after  having  paid  to  see  an 
Easter  passion  play  for  the  third 
time  commented,  “You  Christians 
are  clever.  Now  you  charge  us  for 
listening  to  the  Gospel.” 

At  Christmas  the  audio-visual 
committee  prepared  a  45-minute 
program  for  broadcast  on  govern¬ 
ment-controlled  Radio  Pakistan 
which  covers  the  entire  area  of 
West  and  East  Pakistan,  whose 
population  is  about  800  million. 

Pakistani  Christians  are  being 
trained  in  the  use  of  simple  visual 
materials. 


FOR  SALE 

CONN  ELECTRONIC 
ORGAN 

Ideal  for  Church  or  Home. 

2  Manual  -  25  Pedal 
Additional  Leslie  Speaker 

$1395.00 

Contact  JACK  PARKS 
Dial  MO  4-2245 

6419  Longwood,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
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Obituary 

WILSON  —  Jewel  S.  Wilson,  son  of 
the  late  Rev.  Amos  E.  and  Alice 
Wilson  of  Springhill  Methodist  par¬ 
sonage  near  Hope,  Arkansas,  died 
November  8,  1959.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
born  April  20,  1901.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Maggie  Hagan  of  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas,  in  June  1927.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Kathryn  Glasscock,  now  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn. 

Other  survivors  include  one 
brother,  Rev.  Earl  Wilson  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Okla.;  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Leta  Hobbs  of  Pine  Bluff;  two 
grandchildren;  and  five  step-chil¬ 
dren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
November  11  in  the  South  Funeral 
Parlor.  Conducting  the  services 
were  Rev.  W.  E.  Raines,  Rev.  Clyde 
Cutrell  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Coleman  of 
Pine  Bluff. 

Pallbearers  were  Homer  Camp, 
Buddy  Camp,  C.  M.  Berry,  Retus 
Cody,  Lee  Hunt,  and  Coy  Camp. 
Honorary  pallbearers  were  Gene 
Rushing,  Carl  Gray,  Homer  Way- 
mack,  Jim  Huckaby  and  George 
Pickering. 

Burial  was  in  the  Memorial  Cem¬ 
etery,  Pine  Bluff. 


News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

The  British  biologist,  Sir  Julian 
Huxley,  has  proposed  to  American 
clergymen  and  others  in  the 
Planned  Parenthood  Federation  of 
America,  that  an  agency  be  set  up 
by  the  United  Nations  to  advise  the 
churches  and  the  nations  on  how  to 
cope  with  the  alarming  rapid  pop¬ 
ulation  growth  throughout  the 
world.  “Unless  we  do  something, 
human  evolution  will  regress,  man 
will  become  less  civilized,  will 
achieve  less  fulfillment,  and  will  be 
subject  to  more  frustrations  and 
miseries,”  he  says.  “The  very  con¬ 
tinuance  of  human  civilization  is 
being  threatened,  not  merely  by 
the  possibility  of  nuclear  war,  but 
even  more  gravely  by  over-popu¬ 
lation . It  is  immoral  and  wrong 

to  try  to  prevent  mankind  control¬ 
ling  its  own  reproduction,  for  that 
is  to  condemn  increasing  millions 
of  human  beings,  souls  as  well  as 
bodies,  to  increasing  frustration, 
misery,  and  deprivation.” 


The  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  will  spend 
Christmas  with  U.  S.  soldiers,  sail¬ 
ors  and  airmen  in  the  Far  Pacific 
as  the  spiritual  emissary  of  the 
thirty-three  Protestant  and  Ortho¬ 
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dox  denominations  in  the  National 
Council.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin  T. 
Dahlberg,  pastor  of  the  Delmar 
Baptist  Church  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  Council  president,  will  also 
make  a  post-Christmas  visit  to 
refugee  centers  in  Asia  and  the 
Middle  East  in  a  month-long  jour¬ 
ney  by  air  that  will  take  him 
around  the  world.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Fred  S.  Buschmeyer,  director  of  the 
Council’s  Washington,  D.C.,  office, 
will  accompany  him.  In  his  visit  to 
U.S.  Defense  bases  in  the  Pacific, 
Dr.  Dahlberg  will  conduct  Christ¬ 
mas  season  preaching  missions  at 
Guam,  Okinawa,  Taiwan  and  in  the 
Philippines.  He  will  spend  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  in  Okinawa  where  he  will 
preach  at  special  services  in  the 
Kadena  Chapel.  The  service  will 
be  broadcast  throughout  the  Far 
Pacific  via  the  Armed  Forces  net¬ 
work.  As  part  of  his  continuing 
global  mission,  Dr.  Dahlberg  will 
visit  church-supported  refugee  cen¬ 
ters  in  Hong  Kong,  India,  Pakistan, 
Lebanon  and  Jordan. 


Mark  Korea’s  75th  Christian  Birthyear 

By  Dr.  Margaret  Billingsley 
Woman's  Division  of  Christian  Service 


The  American  Jewish  Joint  Dis¬ 
tribution  Committee,  New  York, 
has  sent  to  London,  England,  a  gift 
of  $5,000  to  be  added  to  a  memorial 
fund  for  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  George 
Bell,  Anglican  bishop  of  Chichester. 
It  was  given  as  a  sign  that  “the 
world  Jewish  community  remem¬ 
bered  Bishop  Bell’s  work  for  Ger¬ 
man  Jews  persecuted  by  the  Nazis” 
in  World  War  II. 


TOTAL  ENLISTMENT 
OF  THE  UNENLISTED 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

What  kind  of  man  was  Wesley 
when  he  came  to  Aldersgate?  What 
kind  was  he  when  he  left?  What 
happened  to  cause  such  a  drastic 
and  dramatic  change?  It  was  not 
more  knowledge,  nor  greater  wis¬ 
dom.  Wesley  was  accepted  in  all 
society  and  in  the  Christian  Church 
as  an  exemplary  man,  but  inwardly 
he  was  aware  that  he  was  not  com¬ 
pletely  enlisted  in  the  cause  of 
Christ.  In  the  humble  prayer  serv¬ 
ice  at  Aldersgate  he  gave  himself 
completely  to  Christ  and  to  His 
Kingdom,  and  from  that  hour  for¬ 
ward  Wesley  belonged  to  God  and 
no  man  could  or  would  question 
his  total  enlistment  to  Christ.  What 
Wesley  did,  every  man  according 
to  his  talents  and  ability  can  do, 
and  each  can  have  just  as  vital  a 
contact  with  the  world  about  him. 

Secularism  is  seemingly  a  far 
more  popular  philosophy  of  life 
than  the  Christian  philosophy.  It 
is  far  easier  to  permit  a  person  to 
drift  into  secularism  that  it  is  to 
win  him  to  full  and  enthusiastic 
commitment  to  Christ.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  one  to  lose  hope  and  per¬ 
mit  pessimism  to  gain  control  of 
his  faculties.  When  all  about  one 
is  vice,  crime,  and  sin  in  every 
form,  he  can  measure  his  talents 
against  the  tide  and  be  over¬ 
whelmed.  But  no  man  can  be  a 


The  government  of  the  Republic 
of  Korea  is  participating  in  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  entry  into  that 
country  of  the  first  Christian  teach¬ 
er  and  physician  75  years  ago.  Dr. 
Horace  N.  Allen,  the  pioneer,  did 
not  come  to  Korea  in  1884  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  but  as  physician  to  the  dip¬ 
lomatic  corps  and  other  Americans. 
But  he  was  a  Christian  physician 
and  as  he  served  also  the  King  and 
Queen  he  had  a  Christian  influence 
upon  the  whole  nation.  The  follow¬ 
ing  year  the  first  missionaries,  Drs. 
Appenzeller  and  Underwood  ar¬ 
rived. 

The  Korean  government  invited 
every  missionary  to  Seoul,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  8,  even  giving  them  reduc¬ 
tions  in  railroad  fare  to  attend  a 
4  o’clock  ceremony  held  at  the 
Young  Nok  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  largest  church  in  Korea.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  whose  parents  and  grand¬ 
parents  had  served  in  Korea  were 
given  special  honors.  Also  those 
who  have  served  30  years  or  more. 
Mr.  Baird  and  I  gave  the  response 
to  the  honors  conferred  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  Mr.  Baird  spoke  for  the 
people  within  Korea  and  I  spoke 
for  the  retired  missionaries  and  for 
all  the  boards  of  missions  through¬ 
out  the  world.  It  was  really  a  very 
impressive  service.  About  400  mis- 

pessimist  and  a  Christian,  because 
pessimism  and  Christianity  are  con¬ 
tradictory.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
emphasized  a  truth  we  need  to  re¬ 
affirm  today  when  he  said,  “Re¬ 
ligion  is  believing  what  the  cen¬ 
turies  say  against  the  hour  s.” 
Though  evil  and  falsehood  seem  to 
abide,  let  us  never  forget  that  the 
combined  assurance  of  the  centuries 
is  against  them  and  that  they  can¬ 
not  succeed.  Truth  crushed  to  earth 
will  surely  rise  again,  and  right¬ 
eousness  shall  prevail  forever. 
Christian  Experience  Plus  Witness 

But  unfortunately  we  acknowl¬ 
edge  Christ  only  passively  and  do 
not  have  a  real  Christian  experi¬ 
ence  through  a  total  commitment  to 
Him.  Repeating  familiar  words, 
though  proper,  is  of  no  value  with¬ 
out  the  content  that  they  originally 
conveyed.  Paul  did  not  follow 
Christ  only  passively,  but  Christ 
really  lived  in  him.  To  admire  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  usually  becomes 
an  end  within  itself.  We  need  the 
will  and  the  determination  to  re¬ 
spond. 

Every  person  needs  to  confess 
Christ  not  only  in  the  temple  but 
throughout  all  the  community.  No 
fully  committed  person  will  ever 
be  spiritually  content  until  all 
those  who  are  unenlisted  will  be 
brought  under  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  until  they  too  say, 
“Here  am  I;  send  me,”  and  “All 
that  I  am  and  have  is  wholly 
Thine.” 


For  Sale 

Whitehall  Court 

Pilcher  Pipe  Organ 

El  Dorado’s  Finest 

In  City  -  U.  S.  Hiway  82  West 

3  Manuals  -  25  Ranks 

$3,500. 

Best  Western  -  AAA 
Swimming  Pool-Air  Conditioned 

Wall  to  Wall  Carpeting 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Pineville,  Louisiana 

Television  -  Radio  -  Telephones 

El  Dorado,  Arkansas 

< 

Telephone  UN  3-4136  j 

sionaries,  including  all  those  of  the 
“sect  groups”  who  are  now  in  Ko¬ 
rea,  were  present.  Then,  of  course, 
there  were  many  Korean  Chris¬ 
tians;  and  there  would  have  been 
many  more  except  for  the  limited 
space. 

Following  the  service  we  were 
taken  to  Korea  House,  a  lovely  Ko- 
rean-style  restaurant,  where  we 
were  served  a  wonderful  meal  at 
outdoor  tables;  some  of  us  were 
seated  on  the  floor  inside.  As  we 
ate,  impromptu  songs  were  given. 
Miss  Cha  Kyung  Kim,  who  was  one 
of  our  Crusade  Scholars  and  who 
has  such  a  beautiful  voice,  sang 
some  folk  songs.  She  was  also  the 
soloist  in  the  afternoon,  and  sang 
two  beautiful  numbers  —  Jerusalem 
and  Entreat  me  Not  to  Leave  Thee. 
Also  at  the  meal  Dr.  Charles  Stokes 
was  called  upon  and  he  sang  a  Ko¬ 
rean  folk  song  and  then  an  Ameri¬ 
can  spiritual. 

Following  the  evening  meal,  we 
were  taken  to  a  lovely  small  theater 
where  a  program  of  movies,  includ¬ 
ing  news  and  a  travelogue  on  Ko¬ 
rea  was  given.  This  was  followed 
by  a  dance  program  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  of  us.  Korean  folk 
dances  are  very  beautiful.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  children  participated  in  the 
dances  and  they  made  it  even  more 
interesting.  And  then,  as  the  an¬ 
nouncer  said,  there  was  a  “fabu¬ 
lous  number”  of  the  drum  dance, 
where  a  woman  played  eight  drums 
as  she  danced.  It  is  something  I 
wish  could  be  on  television  in 
America.  J  understand  that  two 
little  girls  who  do  the  same  thing 
are  in  America,  so  maybe  they  will 
be  on  television.  However,  this 
woman  is  superior  to  anv  other  who 
give  the  drum  dance.  We  all  went 
home  feeling  that  it  had  been  good 
to  be  recognized  in  this  way  by  the 
government  and  that  missionaries  in 
Korea  are  really  appreciated  and 
wanted. 


Here  is  a  way  to  end 
Your  Church's  .  .  . 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
PROBLEMS 


Use  Our 
Complete, 
Convenient, 

RENTAL  SERVICE 


RENT— 

•  Projectors 

•  Record  Players 

•  Recorders 

•  Sound  Equipment 

•  And  Other  Needs 
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DECEMBER  10,  1959 


Page  Fifteen 


These  two  young  men,  Frank  Chapman  and  John  McNeil,  Jr.,  from  the 
Southside  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  received  their  license  as  local 
preachers  at  the  Monroe  District  Conference  in  Vidalia  on  November  16th. 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  the  Minister  of  Southside  Methodist  Church. 


Eight  Methodist  Centenary  Students  Are 
Among  “Who’s  Who 99  in  American  Colleges 


Eight  young  Methodists  are 
among  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus  leaders  selected  for  listing  in 
the  current  “Who’s  Who  Among 
Students  in  American  Colleges  and 
Universities.” 

Fifteen  students  were  chosen  this 
year  on  the  basis  of  high  scholar¬ 
ship,  participation  in  campus  ac¬ 
tivities  and  potential  for  future 
leadership.  They  were  honored  at 
a  special  program  Tuesday  in  the 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the 
campus,  and  former  Centenary  stu¬ 
dents  who  also  achieved  the  honor 
during  their  undergraduate  days 
announced  this  year’s  selectees. 

Dr.  Virginia  Carlton,  head  of  the 
mathematics  department  and  a 
Centenary  graduate,  presided,  and 
the  principal  address  was  delivered 


by  Leslie  E.  Burris,  instructor  in 
English.  Special  music  was  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Voran. 

Methodist  students  honored  are 
a  s  follows:  Margaret  Cornelia 
Agurs,  Shreveport,  president  of  the 
Maroon  Jackets,  clerk  of  the  Honor 
Court,  president  of  Alpha  Xi  Delta 
sorority  and  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement. 

Truly  Anne  Drake,  Maplewood, 
member  of  the  MSM,  secretary  of 
the  Maroon  Jackets,  secretary  of 
Alpha  Chi  honorary  scholastic  so¬ 
ciety,  Hardin  Hall  Council  officer 
and  member  of  several  honorary 
societies. 

Lewis  Wiley  Fletcher,  DeRidder, 
president  of  the  student  body,  vice 
president  of  the  choir,  member  of 


Caddo  Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  held  the  formal  opening 
of  the  new  R.  S.  Moncrief  Hall  on  November  1.  Rev.  Barry  Bailey  gave  the 
Invocation,  followed  by  a  song  by  the  Chancel  Choir.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  gave 
the  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  and  Mrs.  Fred  O.  Shirley  sang  Bless  This 
House."  Following  the  sermon  by  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mansfield,  a  short  statement  was  made  by  the  con¬ 
tractor,  B.  S.  Whitaker. 

The  educational  building  was  named  in  recognition  and  appreciation 
of  R.  S.  Moncrief's  many  devoted  and  dedicated  years  of  service  to  the 
church,  stated  Rev.  George  Ross,  pastor  of  the  church. 


the  band,  president  of  both  his 
freshman  and  sophomore  classes, 
member  of  Omicron  Delta  Kappa 
honorary  men’s  group  and  both 
president  and  vice  president  of  the 
MSM  during  his  college  career. 

Mary  Lou  Gassen,  Sulphur,  treas¬ 
urer  of  Chi  Omega  sorority,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  MSM^  secretary  of  the 
Student  Senate,  Honor  Court  alter¬ 
nate,  Maroon  Jackets,  sophomore 
class  favorite  and  James  Dormitory 
Council  member. 

Richard  E.  Herrmann,  Gilmer, 
Tex.,  president  of  the  MSM,  wor¬ 
ship  chairman  of  Kappa  Chi  min¬ 
isterial  group,  Honor  Court  jus¬ 
tice  and  member  of  Alpha  Sigma 
Pi  honorary  group. 

Abbie  Terry,  El  Dorado,  Ark., 
piano  accompanist  of  the  choir,  sec¬ 
retary  of  Chi  Omega  sorority,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Phi  Beta  honorary  music 
and  speech  group,  member  of  the 
MSM,  member  of  Maroon  Jackets, 
associate  justice  of  the  Honor 
Court,  vice  president  of  the  senior 
class  and  vice  president  of  Alpha 
Chi  honorary  scholastic  group. 

Coan  Ira  Knight,  Leesville,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  MSM,  president  of  Delta 
T  a  u  Omicron  honorary  group, 
treasurer  of  Kappa  Sigma  fraterni¬ 
ty,  co-editor  of  the  student  year¬ 
book  and  active  in  many  other  or¬ 
ganizations. 

Carol  Ann  DeShazo,  Dallas,  Tex., 
pledge  trainer  of  Zeta  Tau  Alpha 
sorority,  member  of  the  MSM,  vice 
president  of  Phi  Beta,  coed  vice 
president  of  the  choir,  member  of 
the  Panhellenic  Council  and  the 
James  Dormitory  Council,  senior 
favorite  and  secretary  of  the  Ma¬ 
roon  Jackets. 


Louisiana  Methodism 
CALENDAR 

Dec.  20  Methodist  Home-Hospital  Sun¬ 
day 

Dec.  27  Student  Recognition  Day 
January — Special  Missionary  Units  in 
Church  School 

January  to  Easter — Church  Attendance 
Campaign  (Local  Church  Com¬ 
mission  on  Evangelism) 

Jan.  4-20  District  Workshops  —  Every 
Member  Canvass 

Jan.  4  Monroe  District — Winnsboro 
Jan.  5  Monroe  District — First  Church, 
Monroe 

Jan.  6  Ruston  District — Arcadia 
Jan.  7  Shreveport  District — Broad¬ 
moor 

Jan.  11  Alexandria  District  —  First 
Church,  Alexandrai 

Jan.  12  Lake  CTiarles  District  —  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles 
Jan.  13  Lafayette  District — First 
Church,  Lafayette 
Jan.  14  Lafayette  District — Houma 
Jan.  18  New  Orleans  District  —  First 
Church,  New  Orleans 
Jan.  19  New  Orleans  District — Coving¬ 
ton 

Jan.  20  Baton  Rouge  District  —  Ham¬ 
mond 

Jan.  10-17  Louisiana  Methodist  Cam¬ 
paign 

Church  leaders  desiring  insertions  of 
dates  to  this  calendar  should  advise  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  to  date  of  publication.  Dates  con¬ 
cerning  local  church  activities  of  un¬ 
usual  interest  will  be  accepted  for  pub¬ 
lication. 


The  new  headquarters  building  of 
the  American  Baptist  convention, 
for  which  ground  will  be  broken  at 
Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  will  cost  more 
than  $5,000,000  for  land  and  con¬ 
struction.  The  main  office  building 
will  be  circular  and  three  stories 
high.  Radiating  from  it  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  will  be  the  Graphic  Arts  build¬ 
ing  for  the  publishing  interests,  the 
conference  center,  the  cafeteria,  etc. 
The  circular  building,  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  say,  “will  be  symbolic  of  the 
unity  of  purpose  of  the  Church’s 
agencies  housed  there.” 


Formal  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  the  new  sanctuary  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Jonesville,  were  held  on  the  church  site  Sunday  afternoon, 
November  15,  1959.  > 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith,  presided  at  the  service  and  was  assisted 
by  many  local  Methodists  and  out-of-town  visitors.  A  goodly  number  of 
children  and  adults  participated  in  the  mixing  of  the  soil  of  the  homes  and 
the  soil  of  the  church  symbolizing  the  cooperation  of  the  home  and  the 
church  in  the  developing  of  Christian  citizens. 

Those  breaking  ground  with  the  spade  during  the  service  included 
Mary  Davidson,  representing  her  great-grandfather,  J.  M.  Peel,  the  oldest 
member;  Randy  Kincely,  youngest  member;  Richard  Daggett,  chairman, 
Building  Committee;  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District;  Mrs.  Richard  Daggett  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service;  N.  L.  Swann,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School;  Oscar 
Wurster,  chairman,  Board  of  Trustees;  Charles  Craddock,  chairman,  Official 
Board;  Halbert  Scott,  representing  the  Commissions  of  the  Church.  The 
pastor  broke  ground  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Cora  Yancey  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Farrar, 
two  persons  who  have  been  members  of  the  Jonesville  Church  the  greatest 
number  of  years  in  point  of  service. 

Others  present  included  the  architect,  William  Baker,  of  Winnsboro 
and  Frank  Maxwell,  contractor,  from  Delhi. 
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Schedule  of  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Meetings  for  1960  Are  Announced 


Centenary  Students 
To  Attend  18th 
Ecumenical  Conf. 

A  delegation  of  nine  students  and 
one  faculty  member  from  Centenary 
College  will  attend  the  18th  Ecu¬ 
menical  Conference  on  the  Christian 
World  Mission,  to  be  held  Dec.  27 
through  Jan.  2  at  the  University  of 
Ohio  in  Athens,  Ohio. 

The  Rev.  Don  Guynes,  director  of 
religious  activities  and  instructor  in 
Bible  at  Centenary,  will  lead  the 
delegation.  The  conference  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  attract  more  than  3,000 
students  from  100  countries  and  will 
be  the  largest  all-student  program, 
secular  or  religious,  ever  held  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere. 

Centenary  students  planning  to  at¬ 
tend  are  the  following:  Sara  Bur¬ 
roughs,  Shreveport;  Marie  Nelson, 
Monroe;  Dan  McMahon,  Lake 
Charles;  Beverly  Crawford,  New 
Orleans;  Bill  Nelson,  Bastrop;  Janet 
Havelka,  Texarkana,  Tex.;  Joy  Lam¬ 
bert,  Minden;  Mitsuo  Kitamura, 
Kobe,  Japan,  and  Dennis  Gibson, 
Loeb,  Texas. 

The  conference  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Commission  on  World  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Student  Chris¬ 
tian  Federation,  which  includes  the 
student  Christian  movements  of  the 
major  American  denominations  and 
of  the  YMCA  and  YWCA.  The 
NSCF’s  Commission  on  World  Mis¬ 
sions  formerly  was  known  as  the 
Student  Volunteer  Movement  and, 
as  such,  has  sponsored  mission  con- 


Oklahoma  City  (MI)  —  A  full 
schedule  of  South  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  meetings  for  1960  has  been 
announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  D. 
Womeldorf,  executive  secretary  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Council  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Greatest  attention  will  focus  on 
the  quadrennial  meeting  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  San 
Anaonio,  Texas,  June  22-26.  It  is 
at  this  conference  that  bishops  are 
elected,  retired,  and  assigned  to 
episcopal  areas  for  the  next  four 
years.  Representatives  will  also  be 
chosen  from  the  jurisdiction  to 
serve  on  the  church’s  general 
boards  and  agencies,  and  plans  will 
be  made  for  the  new  quarennium. 

Prior  to  the  General  Conference, 
which  opens  in  Denver,  Colo.,  April 
27,  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Council  will  have  an  important 
meeting  in  Oklahoma  City  on 
March  10. 

Other  winter  and  spring  meet¬ 
ings  are  announced  as  follows: 

Jan.  5-8  —  Conference  on  Spirit- 


ferences  for  students  since  1891. 

Many  world  religious  leaders  will 
be  among  the  speakers,  and  topics 
to  be  discussed  will  include  racial 
tensions,  new  nationalisms,  techno¬ 
logical  upheavals  and  militant  non- 
Christian  faiths. 


ual  Birth  and  Growth,  Lake  Mur¬ 
ray,  Ardmore,  Okla. 

Jan.  12  —  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
rangements  and  Expense,  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas. 

Feb.  1-4  —  Ministers’  Week, 

Southern  Methodist  University,  Dal¬ 
las. 

Feb.  1  —  Missionary  Conference 
program  committee,  SMU,  Dallas. 

Feb.  19-24  —  Methodist  Youth 
Felloyship  Planning  and  Coaching 
Conference,  Camp  Egan,  Tahlequah, 
Okla. 

Feb.  21-25  —  Annual  Meeting, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Mar.  25-31  —  Recreation  Work¬ 
shop,  Camp  Egan,  Tahlequah,  Okla. 

11,246  Make 
Rededication 
During  Mission 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  A  total 
of  11,246  persons  made  commit¬ 
ments  to  rededicate  themselves  to 
Christ  during  the  two-month  Meth¬ 
odist  “Mission  to  America”  led  by 
nine  Christians  of  other  lands. 

The  mission  was  conducted  Oc¬ 
tober  4  to  December  4  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism  and  the 
Division  of  World  Missions  and 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions. 

It  was  the  first  time  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  had  had  a  group  of 
Christian  leaders  from  other  lands 
conduct  an  evangelistic  mission  to 
America,  said  the  Rev.  Leslie  J. 
Ross,  Nashville,  director  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  mission  resulted  from  a  res¬ 
olution  of  the  1956  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  top  legislative  body 
of  Methodism. 

In  the  words  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  resolution,  the  purpose  of 
the  mission  was  that  “leaders  and 
preachers  of  the  younger  churches 
.  .  .  give  witness  to  their  triumphant 
faith  and  .  .  .  lead  the  Methodists  of 
America  toward  a  great  spiritual 
awakening  and  a  deeper  devotion 
to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Other  totals  for  the  mission  were: 
number  of  participating  churches 
480,  number  of  services  and  speak¬ 
ing  engagements  1,007,  approximate 
attendance  106,843,  visits  in  homes 
539,  number  won  by  profession  of 
faith  and  transfer  458. 


Rev.  Jim  McLean,  Sf.  Claude  Heights  Methodist  Church  of  Arabi  is 
shown  above  looking  at  the  original  print  of  a  painting,  "Simon,"  which  was 
featured  on  the  cover  of  the  December  issue  of  "MOTIVE"  publication  of 
fee  Methodist  Student  Movement,  published  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education.  The  issue  also  included  nine  other  paintings,  the  work  of  Rev. 
Mr.  McLean.  Accompanying  the  spread  of  the  artist  work  is  an  article  by 
Margaret  Rigg  which  describes  Mr.  McLean's  approach  to  his  work  and  his 
educational  and  ministerial  background. 


During  1958-59 

More  Persons  Who 
Became  Ministers 
Had  Degrees 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  More 
than  82  per  cent  of  the  persons  who 
became  full-fledged  ministers  of 
The  Methodist  Church  during  the 
1958-59  conference  year  had  sem¬ 
inary  degrees.  This  was  the  highest 
percentage  ever  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Spann,  Nash¬ 
ville,  director  of  in-service  training, 
Department  of  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion,  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

Dr.  Spann  said  that  during  the 
year  723  ministers  with  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degrees  from  seminaries 
were  received  into  full  connection 
by  Methodist  annual  conferences  in 
the  United  States.  Less  than  18 
per  cent  (157)  were  received  into 
full  connection  who  had  met  re¬ 
quirements  through  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  courses  of  study  for  non-sem¬ 
inary  persons. 

Of  the  ministers  received  into  full 
connection  the  previous  conference 
year,  1957-58,  a  little  over  69  per 
cent  were  seminary  graduates. 

“Since  Methodist  unification  20 
years  ago,  the  percentage  of  sem¬ 
inary  graduates  received  into  full 
connection  has  increased  tremend¬ 
ously.”  said  Dr.  Spann.  “This  indi¬ 
cates  that  Methodist  churches  today 
have  much  better  prepared  minis¬ 
ters  than  in  the  past.” 

Of  the  992  ministers  received  on 
trial  by  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  1958-59  year,  786,  or 
nearly  80  per  cent,  were  studying 
toward  Bachelor  of  Divinity  de¬ 
grees.  This  also  was  the  highest 
percentage  ever. 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Dec.  17-Dec.  26  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Deo.  17 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  19 
Dec.  20 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  22 
Dec.  23 
Dec.  24 
Dec.  25 
Dec.  26 


Isaiah  .  40:1-11 

Isaiah  .  42:1-13 

Acts  .  11:19-30 

Luke  .  2:1-20 

Isaiah  .  53:1-12 

Isaiah  55:1-13 

.  Isaiah  .  61:1-11 

Jeremiah  .  31:31-37 

.  Matthew  .  2:1-12 

I  Corinthians  .  15:15-38 


National  Conference  for  Leaders  of 
Ministerial  Training  To  Be  Dec.  29-31 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (MI)  —  A  national  conference  on  the  ministry 
for  Methodist  leaders  of  ministerial  training  will  be  held  December  29-31 
at  National  College,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Attending  will  be  chairmen  and  registrars  of  boards  of  ministerial 
training  of  Methodist  annual  (regional)  conferences,  deans  of  Methodist 
theological  schools,  and  deans  of  ministerial  study  courses  for  non-seminary 
persons. 

Total  attendance  is  expected  to  be  about  225,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
O.  Gross,  Nashville,  general  secretary  of  the  Division  of  Educational  In¬ 
stitutions  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education. 


World  Service  Reports  7.3  %  Increase 

CHICAGO  (MI)  —  Half  way  through  the  fiscal  year,  receipts 
for  Methodist  general  benevolences  were  running  7.3  per  cent  ahead 
of  the  amount  received  at  this  time  last  year. 

In  a  report  issued  Dec.  3,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg,  general 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance, 
said  that  receipts  for  the  six  general  benevolence  funds  totaled 
$7,614,615.86  for  the  period  from  June  1  through  Nov.  30.  This  rep¬ 
resents  an  increase  of  more  than  half  a  million  dollars  over  the 
$7,096,649.29  received  during  the  June-through-November  period  in 
1958. 

World  Service,  the  church’s  largest  and  most  basic  benevolence 
fund,  received  $956,519.24  during  November,  bringing  the  six-month 
total  up  to  $4,062,845 — a  gain  of  3.68  per  cent  over  the  first  half  of 
the  last  fiscal  year. 


The  quadrennial  meeting  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Ministerial  Education,  Division  of 
Educational  Institutions,  Methodist 
Board  of  Education. 

Maintaining  high  standards  in  the 
ministry  and  stimulation  of  minis¬ 
terial  recruitment  will  be  among  the 
subjects  for  discussion. 

Principal  speakers  will  be  Bishop 
Donald  H.  Tippett,  San  Francisco, 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Ministerial  Education  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education;  Dr.  Gross; 
and  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  chairman  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Commission  on  Christian  High¬ 
er  Education. 


World  Peace 
Board  Meets 

(MI)  —  The  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  World  Peace  has  gone  on 
record  in  favor  of  banning  nuclear 
tests,  exploring  the  possibility  of 
trade  with  Communist  China,  and 
asking  all  governments  to  declare 
complete  disarmament  as  their  ulti¬ 
mate  goal. 

Resolutions  on  these  and  several 
other  subjects  were  adopted  at  the 
board’s  annual  meeting  in  Chicago 
Nov.  23-24.  They  will  bfe  forwarded 
as  memorials  to  the  1960  General 
Conference,  which  convenes  in  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo.,  April  27. 

The  board  also  called  upon  the 
General  Conference  to  authorize  a 
carefully-selected  commission  of  not 
more  than  12  leaders  “to  study 
thoroughly  the  moral  and  theologi¬ 
cal  problems  involved  in  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  to  new  aspects 
of  modern  war.”  This  commission 
would  probably  be  named  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  would  make 
a  four -year  study,  reporting  their 
findings  to  the  1964  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  proposed  union  of  three  of 
the  church’s  social  action  agencies 
received  the  board’s  blessing.  The 
board  urged,  however,  that  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  new  united  body 
be  in  Chicago  or  its  environs,  with 
a  subsidiary  office  in  New  York. 

The  church’s  Coordinating  Coun¬ 
cil  is  charged  with  making  a  study 
of  the  possible  union  of  the  Board  of 
Temperance,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
the  Board  of  World  Peace  and  the 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations,  both  headquarters  in  Chi¬ 
cago. 

The  Board  of  World  Peace  now 
maintains  a  subsidiary  office  in 
New  York,  which  specializes  in  con¬ 
ducting  UN  seminars.  In  the  new 
plan,  they  would  hope  that  this 
function  might  be  continued  by  the 
board’s  successor  division  of  the 
new  agency. 

The  peace  board  also  voted  to 
favor  three  general  secretaries  for 
the  new  unit — one  for  each  of  the 
divisions. 


403  Persons  Accept 
Christ  During 
Methodist  Mission 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — A  total  of 
403  persons  decided  to  accept  Christ 
and  join  training  classes  for  church 
membership  in  a  recent  Methodist 
evangelistic  mission  to  Argentina 
and  Uruguay. 

The  mission  was  conducted  No¬ 
vember  1-15,  and  21  U.  S.  Methodist 
ministers  and  one  layman  partici¬ 
pated.  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  boards  of  missions  and 
evangelism  at  the  invitation  of 
Methodist  Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Bar- 
bieri,  Buenos  Aires,  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  of  the 
countries  concerned. 

Director  of  the  mission  was  the 
Rev.  Dr.  George  H.  Jones,  Nashville, 
staff  member  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Jones,  who  has  directed  four 
missions  to  South  American  coun¬ 
tries,  said  this  was  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  one.  He  said  one  reason  for 
the  success  was  that  a  similar  mis¬ 


sion  was  conducted  in  Argentina  and 
Uruguay  two  years  ago. 

“Indications  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  1959  mission  were  that  there 
will  be  other  decisions  for  Christ 
and  church  membership  in  addition 
to  the  ones  reported,”  said  Dr.  Jones. 

One  of  the  accomplishments  of  the 
1959  mission  was  the  holding  of  66 
training  period  in  which  725  persons 
received  instruction  in  personal  and 
visitation  evangelism. 

Among  other  accomplishments 
were  the  starting  of  new  churches 
in  such  widely  different  places  as 
a  taxi  driver’s  carport  and  in  “The 
Place  of  Misery,”  a  poor  section  of 
one  of  the  main  cities. 

“Those  who  participated  in  the 
mission,”  reported  Dr.  Jones,  “said 
it  was  one  of  the  richest  experiences 
of  their  ministry,  and  they  felt  that 
it  would  bring  spiritual  blessings 
back  to  their  churches.” 


American  Churches 
Need  to  Do  More 9 
Missionary  Says 

Washington,  D.C.  (MI)  —  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  are  not  doing  enough 
to  help  needy  people  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  a  ministerial  group  was  told 
by  Dr.  Frank  C.  Laubach,  noted 
missionary  teacher. 

“The  great  sin  of  the  church  is 
that  we  are  complacent  while  peo¬ 
ple  are  hungry  and  sick,  and  naked, 
and  getting  worse  all  the  time  as  we 
are  getting  better,”  he  charged. 
“That  is  the  worst  sin  of  the  church 
and  the  church  is  doing  less  about 
it  than  anybody  else.” 

Dr.  Laubach,  whose  famed  lit¬ 
eracy  program  has  helped  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  in  97  countries  to 
learn  to  read  and  write,  spoke  at 
a  meeting  of  leading  clergymen  of 
Washington  and  nearby  Virginia  in 
Mount  Olivet  Methodist  Church, 
Arlington,  Va. 

Dr.  Laubach  urged  American 
churches  to  make  some  changes  in 
their  missions  program. 

Peace  Leaders 
Are  Honored 

CHICAGO  (MI)  —  “We  need 
more  conferences  at  the  base  as 
well  as  at  the  summit  if  we  are  to 
promote  peace  in  the  world,”  a  na¬ 
tional  leader  of  The  Methodist 
Church  said  here  Nov.  3. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ralph  W,  Sockman 
of  New  York  City  told  some  400 
persons  in  suburban  Park  Ridge 
Methodist  Church  that  he  saw  great 
value  in  “conferences  at  the  base— 
East-West  exchanges  between  edu¬ 
cators,  ministers,  doctors  business 
men  and  others.” 

He  spoke  following  a  testimonial 
dinner  at  which  he  received  a  cita¬ 
tion  “for  distinguished  service" 
from  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
World  Peace.  He  is  retiring  from 
the  board  after  35  years  member¬ 
ship.  He  has  been  president  all 
but  two  of  those  years. 

Dr.  Sockman  is  pastor  of  Christ 
Church  (Methodist)  in  New  York 
and  minister  of  NBC’s  “National 
Radio  Pulpit.” 

Also  honored  with  Dr.  Sockman 
was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Boss, 
Jr.,  New  York,  who  was  cited  for 
his  23  years  as  executive  and  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  board.  For 
many  years,  Dr.  Boss  headed  the 
board’s  staff  at  its  national  head¬ 
quarters  in  Chicago.  Since  1956. 
he  has  been  the  board’s  secretary 
for  United  Nations  and  intergovern¬ 
mental  affairs,  with  offices  in  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Sockman  said  he  was  “hope¬ 
ful  that  we  shall  avoid  any  global 
war,”  but  anticipated  “a  long  cold 
war.” 


Busch ,  Ark.  (RNS) — BIBLE  GEMS  VITALIZE  STUDY  OF  ' THE  BOOK', 
labriella  Black  of  Bentonville,  Ark.,  pores  over  the  Bible  as  she  locates 
zripture  passages  mentioning  various  precious  stones  displayed  at  the  Rock 
iuseum  here  of  hobbyist  Ernest  Huffman.  A  " rock  hound  for  more  than 
0  years  as  well  as  a  Bible  reader,  Mr.  Huffman  was  intrigued  by  jrequen t 
iferences  in  the  Scriptures  to  gems  and  minerals — he  found  over  1,700  such 
assages.  Many  classes  and  other  groups  visit  the  museum  each  year.  His 
reatest  treasures,  he  tells  them,  are  his  Bible  gem  collections.  (RNS  photo) 
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NCC  Secretary 
Blasts  National 
Moral  Decadence 

Detroit,  Mich.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Roy 
G.  Ross  of  New  York,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  blasted  what  he  called 
this  country’s  “national  moral  de¬ 
cadence.” 

He  told  the  council’s  General 
Board  at  a  meeting  here,  that  to¬ 
day  this  moral  decadence  is  evident 
in  the  “many  signs  of  a  deeply  root¬ 
ed  insidious  affliction  that  is  sap¬ 
ping  the  strength  of  our  American 
people  and  their  institutions.” 

Delivering  his  report  to  the  board, 
the  NCC’s  policy-making  body,  Dr. 
Ross  digressed  to  re-examine  the 
“health”  of  this  country’s  culture 
“as  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  convictions  which  we  profess.” 

He  cited  as  signs  of  decadence  in 
the  American  scene  today  the 
“mania  for  wealth,  the  exaltation  of 
the  profit  motive,  the  substitution 
of  political  expediency  for  honest 
interpretation  of  issues,  and  the  as¬ 
sumption  by  many  who  can  help 
determine  the  quality  of  our  culture 
that  the  people  want  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  rather  than  stimulated  to 
think.” 

These,  he  warned,  “are  turning 
men  away  from  God  and  destroying 
their  sense  of  integrity  and  ethical 
sensitivity.”  However,  he  noted, 
while  many  Americans  are  confused 
and  misguided,  they  are  “basically 
Christian  at  heart,”  and  have  a 
deep  hunger  for  the  more  satisfy¬ 
ing  things  of  life. 

Although  churches  carry  a  large 
share  of  responsibility  for  helping 
to  correct  this  country’s  “moral  de¬ 
terioration,”  the  general  secretary 
continued,  they  must  have  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  home,  school,  film 
industry,  mass  communications,  la¬ 
bor,  management  and  government. 

Prelate  Reports 
New  Terror  Wave 
Sweeping  Hungary 

New  York  (RNS)  —  There  are  no 
more  independent  Churches,  Pro¬ 
testant  or  Roman  Catholic,  left  in 
Communist  Hungary  today.  Bishops 
have  been  stripped  of  their  admin¬ 
istrative  functions,  and  the  real 
“boss”  is  the  State  Office  for 
Church  Affairs. 

This  was  the  picture  painted  here 
by  Msgr.  Bela  Varga,  chairman  of 
the  Hungarian  Committee,  at  a 
press  conference  on  the  eve  of  a  re¬ 
newed  United  Nations  debate  on  the 
Hungarian  question. 

The  monsignor,  who  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hungarian  parliament 
in  1946-47  and  now  heads  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  embraces  political 
refugees  from  Hungary  as  well  as 
representatives  of  the  1956  freedom 
fighters,  reported  that  a  new  wave 
of  terror  is  sweeping  his  homeland. 
He  said  it  has  been  marked  by  re- 
arrests  of  participants  in  the  abor¬ 
tive  uprising,  and  a  sharp  increase 
in  executions. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said,  the 
Communists  are  “cracking  down” 
on  the  churches  in  an  “all-out  war” 
on  religion  and  religious  education 
besun  last  spring  and  now  aimed 
with  equal  severity  at  Catholics  and 
Protestants. 

Msgr.  Varga  said  that  one  of  the 
signals  for  the  opening  of  the  “war” 
was  a  charge  in  the  Red  Hungarian 
newspaper. 


Newark,  N.  J.  (RNS)— CARDS  URGE  " KEEP  CHRIST  IN  CHRISTMAS/ 
This  greeting  card,  lettered  in  early  Gothic  style,  is  being  used  by  United 
Church  Women  in  New  Jersey  as  ammunition  in  the  battle  against  material¬ 
ism's  invasion  of  Christmas.  In  distribution  are  12,000  copies.  Idea  for  the 
card  was  sparked  by  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Robbins  of  suburban  Llewellyn  Park. 
The  verse  was  written  by  a  neighbor  and  the  layout  designed  by  a  Livingston, 
N.  J.,  commercial  artist.  UCW  is  a  general  department  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  (RNS  photo) 


Temperance  Leader  Hits  Social  Drinking  Patterns 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Public  preoccupation  with  the 
problem  of  alcoholism  tends  to  cloud  equally  serious  problems  re¬ 
lated  to  social  drinking  patterns  —  drinking  drivers,  sexual  pro¬ 
miscuity,  juvenile  delinquency,  and  “hangover  inefficiency,”  said 
Roger  Burgess  of  Washington,  D.C.,  associate  secretary  and  director 
of  communications  of  the  General  Board  of  Temperance  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“Accepting  the  practice  of  social  drinking  is  like  playing  Rus¬ 
sian  Roulette,”  he  added.  “No  one  knows  when  the  hammer  will 
fall  and  who  will  be  hurt.  With  all  that  science  can  tell  us  about 
man  and  his  body  and  mind,  no  one  can  yet  predict  which  of  12  social 
drinkers  will  become  an  alcoholic.” 


Sees  Spiritual 
Awakening  Coming 
From  Laymen 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  widely  known  mis¬ 
sionary-evangelist  and  author,  de¬ 
clared  here  that  the  next  great  spir¬ 
itual  awakening  will  come  through 
Christian  laymen,  “the  great  un¬ 
tapped  source  of  power  in  the 
Church  today.” 

Noting  that  spiritual  awakening 
“usually  follows  famines,  wars  and 
other  disruptive  forces,”  Dr.  Jones 
said  that  “we  are  now  on  the  thres¬ 
hold  of  a  great  spiritual  awakening 
in  the  mirst  of  prosperity  which  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  we  have 
found  out  that  the  things  of  the 
world  do  not  satisfy.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Carruth  of 
Nashville,  Term.,  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  told  the  ministers  that 
churches  across  the  country  “are 
finding  out  that  if  they  succeed, 
their  members  must  realize  they  are 
praying  for  one  another.” 

Mortgage  Insurance 
Terms  Are  Eased 
For  Churches 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Com¬ 
missioner  Julian  H.  Zimmerman  of 
the  Federal  Housing  Administration 
called  the  attention  of  religious  and 
other  non-profit  organizations  to 
the  fact  that  they  can  now  obtain 
mortgage  insurance  or  more  liberal 
terms  to  build  special  aparament 
housing  projects  for  elderly  persons. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  outlined  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  new  “Section  231  Pro¬ 
gram”  of  the  Federal  Housing  Act 
which  has  now  gone  into  effect  for 
the  three-year  extension  period 
voted  by  Congress. 

This  program  provides  FHA 
mortgage  insurance  on  projects  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  housing  for  per¬ 
sons  62  years  of  age  and  over, 
whether  married  or  single. 


Muskogee,  Okla.  (RNS)— FIRST  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN 
LAY  ACADEMY  PROPOSED.  This  architect's  sketch 
shows  the  proposed  Christian  Education  Academy  to  be 
erected  near  here.  The  non-denominational  lay  institute, 
first  such  center  in  the  U.  S.,  is  patterned  after  the 
Evangelical  Academies  inaugurated  in  Germany  follow- 


(RNS  photo) 

ing  the  last  war  which  have  been  spreading  to  other 
parts  of  Europe.  The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  is 
leading  in  planning  the  academy,  which  will  overlook 
the  Arkansas  River.  Facilities  will  include  an  ecumenical 
chapel  (right),  library,  conference  rooms,  small  theater, 
guest  rooms,  refectory  and  year  'round  swimming  pool. 
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Antarctica  Agreement  Reached 

AND  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  among  men.”  This  was  the 
song  of  the  angels  at  Bethlehem,  according  to  the  writer 
of  the  gospel  of  Luke.  This  message  reflects  the  longings, 
the  dreams  of  the  ages;  this  hope  of  generations  is  none  the  less 
real  today. 

Most  everywhere  in  the  world  exists  an  uneasiness,  a  wonder¬ 
ing  if  some  miracle  of  peace  might  come  to  pass.  Perhaps  it  has. 
It  very  well  may  be  that  a  small  beginning  has  been  made  in  chart¬ 
ing  a  pathway  that  could  lead  to  the  realization  of  man’s  fondest 
dream,  “And  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  among  men.” 

On  December  1  in  Washington,  representatives  of  12  nations 
including  United  States  and  Soviet  Union,  signed  a  treaty  which 
would  make  forever  the  Antarctica  region  immune  from  political 
and  military  strife.  The  treaty  freezes  present  territorial  claims, 
bans  nuclear  explosions  in  the  region,  and  provides  a  foolproof  in¬ 
spection  system  making  operations  of  every  nation  open  and  above 
board. 

When  and  if  the  treaty  is  ratified  by  nations  involved,  this  will 
be  evidence  that  there  is  a  way  of  peace  among  and  between  na¬ 
tions.  It  will  be  argued  that  what  is  involved  is  not  enough  to 
make  a  great  deal  of  difference  one  way  or  another.  Perhaps  this 
is  true.  Full  development  of  the  region  will  reveal  what  material 
value  the  Antarctica  does  indeed  contain.  However,  if  and  when 
the  December  1  treaty  becomes  effective,  the  southernmost  tip  of 
the  world  will  have  a  more  intrinsic  value.  Its  now  frozen  areas 
will  then  be  remembered  as  the  place  which  led  leaders  of  nations 
to  get  together  to  work  out  agreements  which  may  later  become 
patterns  for  future  agreements,  opening  up  still  larger  and  larger 
areas  of  the  world  to  peaceful  ways. 

Real  Giving  Is  A  Christian  Trait 

CHRISTMAS  trade  is  booming.  According  to  press  reports 
the  number  of  dollars  being  spent  during  this  Christmas 
season  will  exceed  all  past  records,  up  to  5%  more  than  in 
1958.  Much  could  be  said  about  Christmas  commercialization,  but 
one  aspect  of  the  whole  matter  is  the  burst  of  generosity  which  is 
a  part  of  this  buying.  A  rather  substantial  portion  of  the  buying  is 
gift  purchases,  expressions  of  love  and  friendship  all  of  which  is  a 
part  of  Christmas.  Whatever  else  may  be  said  about  the  volume 
of  buying,  much  of  it  would  not  be  done  were  it  not  for  the  wide¬ 
spread  belief  by  so  many  people  that  giving  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
Christmas  experience. 

Thoughtful  people  know  the  origin  of  this  benevolence.  It 
springs  from  that  humble  scene  in  Bethlehem  in  Judea  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago  when  God  expressed  through  His  Gift  His  love 
for  man.  Present  also  were  those  who  came  from  far  and  near 
bearing  gifts.  These  gifts  were  given  as  expressions  of  love,  with¬ 
out  any  thought  of  something  in  return. 

Herein  lies  the  major  difference  between  older  concepts  of 
man’s  relationship  with  God  and  with  his  fellowmen.  Bethlehem 
was  the  expression  of  a  new  covenant  with  God.  Before  Bethle¬ 
hem,  man  covenanted  with  God  a  behavior  according  to  written 
law.  After  Bethlehem,  man’s  behavior  was  to  be  based  on  an  inner 
law,  love,  which  found  its  basis  in  God’s  manifestation  of  His  love 
for  man  at  Bethlehem.  Thus,  Christmas  is  a  commemoration  of  a 
discovery  of  a  new  kind  of  living,  a  life  motivated  by  inner  love 
rather  than  outward  conformity  to  written  law. 

It  very  well  may  be  that  today’s  Christmas  season  may  have 
taken  on  proportions  commercially  that  are  out  of  keeping  with  the 
original  spirit  of  the  day.  Certainly,  some  activities  of  the  season 
do  not  glorify  the  God  whose  love  made  possible  Bethlehem.  Nev- 
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ertheless,  the  Christian  should  never  forget  that  each  gift,  sincerely 
and  lovingly  given,  is  an  expression  traceable  to  a  profound  change 
that  came  in  man’s  experience — at  Bethlehem. 

Safety  Group  Appeals  To  Clergy 

THE  Memphis-Shelby  County  Safety  Council,  according  to 
one  of  the  Memphis  newspapers,  has  requested  every  min¬ 
ister,  priest  and  rabbi  in  that  city  to  use  their  influence  to 
stop  drunk  driving  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Seems  that 
heretofore  the  Council  has  appealed  to  drinking  drivers  to  drink 
coffee  before  driving,  but  the  Council  now  says  that  coffee  does 
little  to  help  consumers  of  beverage  alcohol. 

The  Council  also  advises  that  drinking  drivers  are  involved  in 
30%  of  all  fatal  accidents  but  that  during  the  Christmas  season  the 
percentage  jumps  to  55%.  The  Council  holds  that  two  cocktails 
impair  a  driver’s  judgment  and  vision. 

One  cannot  question  the  Council’s  concern  about  this  matter 
during  this  or  any  other  season.  Any  group  having  responsibility 
with  street  and  highway  safety  has  to  face  the  problem  of  people 
driving  while  under  the  influence  of  beverage  alcohol.  One  can 
also  appreciate  an  appeal  being  made  to  Memphis  clergy  for  their 
assistance  in  dealing  with  the  problem.  Just  how  Memphis  clergy 
will  help  to  alleviate  this  menace  to  public  safety  remains  to  be 
seen. 

This  appeal  holds  up  for  society’s  scrutiny  the  fallacy  of  the 
whole  beverage  alcohol  industry.  The  state  and  federal  govern¬ 
ments  tax  heavily  an  industry,  permitting  it  to  manufacture  and 
sell  a  product  which  civic  groups  concerned  with  public  safety 
request  religious  leaders  to  help  control  the  use  of.  Doesn’t  make 
good  sense,  does  it?  That  is  characteristic  of  just  about  everything 
connected  with  the  beverage  alcohol  industry,  from  beginning  to 
end. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


We  Were  Pilgrims 


By  Rev.  Howard  Childs 


THE  vast  knowledge  one  gains  from  a  tour 
to  the  Holy  Land  is  amazingly  enlight¬ 
ening.  Of  course  this  knowledge  must  be 
coupled  with  humility  in  order  to  be  ef¬ 
fective.  A  person  can  only  for  a  moment  sense 
the  true  earthly  life  of  Christ  for  he  is  immedi¬ 
ately  thrust  very  pointedly  back  into  the  present 
day  world.  The  brilliant  red  lilies  of  the  field 
so  bring  this  out  in  that  they  in  their  environ¬ 
ment  so  stand  out  against  the  dusty  tones  of  the 
hills  of  Palestine  and  by  so  doing  bring  to  vivid 
reality  how  the  brilliant  life  of  Christ  has  been 
visualized  and  retold  in  its  human  setting  by 
human  effort.  One  finds  himself  taking  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  his  own  concept  of  the  life  of  Christ 
in  order  not  to  lose  for  himself  the  place  this 
life  has  in  organized  Christianity. 

Almost  without  any  kind  of  warning  you  are 
pushed  from  a  period  of  worship  to  the  every¬ 
day  activity  of  the  Holy  Lander.  For  example: 
a  woman  rushing  to  the  local  village  well  for 
the  daily  supply  of  water  with  a  petrol  or  gaso¬ 
line  can  gracefully  balanced  on  her  head,  and 
men  with  three  loads  of  wood  or  heavier  ma¬ 
terial  strapped  on  their  backs.  These  are  the 
normal  distractions.  The  men  with  back 
weighted  down  are  called,  “burden  bearers.” 
These  momentary  distractions  so  become  a  part 
of  the  pilgrimage  that  the  tourist  accepts  them 
without  criticism  after  a  while.  We  might  con¬ 
clude  our  introduction  to  this  everyday,  un¬ 
organized  world  by  saying  it  is  not  a  land  re¬ 
served  for  overly  sentimental  Christians  stooped 
in  fairy  tales  and  mystical  religious  experience, 
but  a  land  of  living  reality  written  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  life  itself. 

In  the  beginning  of  our  visit  to  this  land  in 
which  our  Master  lived,  let  us  look  at  the  natu¬ 
ral  elements  in  that  they  provide  a  more  au- 
thenic  setting  for  the  eager  soul.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  Holy  Sites  do  have  a  message  but  due 
to  argument  for  the  authenticity  of  this  and 
that  place  and  the  commercial  atmosphere  sur¬ 
rounding  them  I  found  myself  favoring  the 
quietness  of  the  hills.  Man’s  vocabulary  can¬ 
not  express  adequately  the  hush  glorified  beauty 
surrounding  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Having  spent  three  days  enroute  from  Lon¬ 
don  which  included  a  stop  at  Lyon,  France,  a 
half  day  of  sight  seeing  in  the  romantic  atmos¬ 
phere  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  a  night  in  a  small 
hotel  in  Athens,  Greece  we  were  ready  for  Tel 
Aviv,  Israel  and  the  long  awaited  arrival  in  the 
area  of  the  Holy  Land.  We  were  to  make  our 
way  from  the  airport  by  bus  to  the  little  village 
of  Nazareth  noted  the  world  over  for  the  event 
of  the  early  childhood  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  small  village  is  nestled  close  to  the  side 
of  a  hill  and  is  busy  with  activity  of  one  sort  or 
the  other.  The  first  sight  greeting  your  eye  is 
the  large  number  of  beggars  lining  the  city  wall 
and  the  children  pushing  against  you  with  out¬ 
stretched  hands.  Naturally  the  incident  of  the 
disciples  rebuking  the  children  even  seems  to 
have  its  place,  yet  our  Lord  said,  “Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me.” 

In  the  village  of  Nazareth  the  first  place 
your  guide  will  take  you  is  to  the  Church  of  the 
Annunciation,  built  over  the  alleged  site  of 
Mary’s  house,  and  also  the  church  of  St.  Joseph 
built  over  the  supposed  site  of  the  house  of  the 
Holy  Family.  As  in  most  of  the  sites  of  the 
Holy  Places  the  guides  busily  tell  you  legends 
and  stories  connected  with  the  history  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  mainly  local  activity.  Yet  I  found 
myself  not  listening  too  intently  for  my  eyes 


were  scanning  the  surrounding  area.  To  think 
that  one  day  long  ago  a  small  dark  lad  followed 
his  mother  to  the  fountain  (Virgin  Fountain  it 
is  called)  in  the  distance  and  that  one  day  he 
would  be  worshiped  and  adored  and  in  return 
be  nailed  to  a  cross  only  a  few  miles  away.  “A 
child  greater  than  all  kings,  whose  name  shall 
never  perish  and  whose  glory  shall  never  grow 
dim.”  From  Nazareth  one  can  see  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  which  is  only  fifteen  miles  away. 

From  visiting  these  two  places,  The  Church 
of  the  Annunciation  and  St.  Joseph’s  Church 
the  thirty-four  of  us  in  the  party  went  to  the 
Market  Place  of  the  village.  We  were  winding 
our  way  along  streets  so  narrow  the  small  build¬ 
ings  seemed  to  be  shaking  hands.  Without  being 
critical,  the  market  is  like  the  carnivals  or 
county  fairs  in  that  each  little  shop  or  stall  is 
set  up  with  the  gaity  of  color.  Each  owner  is 
running  about  in  a  loud  voice  really  full  of 
anxiety  trying  to  interest  you  in  his  products 
as  if  his  whole  life  depended  on  it.  The  two 
main  resources  of  the  country  are  agriculture 
and  tourist. 

After  a  good  night’s  rest  at  the  Betharam 
Hospice  in  Nazareth  and  having  been  initiated 
to  this  land  of  milk  and  honey  were  were  ready 
for  a  new  day  of  wandering.  Every  day  was 
filled  with  new  thoughts  and  revealed  phrases 
from  the  Holy  Scripture.  The  group  made  its 
way  from  Nazareth  to  Cana  of  Galilee. 

Cana  of  Galilee,  a  tiny  poverty-stricken  vil¬ 
lage,  yet  is  mentioned  at  every  Christian  wed¬ 
ding  in  the  world.  “And  signifying  unto  us  the 
mystical  union  which  exists  between  Christ  and 
his  Church;  which  holy  estate  Christ  adorned 
and  beautified  with  his  presence  at  Cana  of 


This  article  by  Rev.  Howard  Childs 
concerns  his  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  in  the 
Spring  of  this  year.  The  trip  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Inter-Church  Travels  of  Lon¬ 
don,  England.  Rev.  Mr.  Childs  is  pastor  of 
the  New  Church,  Camden,  Arkansas. 


Galilee.”  To  think  that  the  short  visit  of  Jesus 
to  this  little  village  would  make  known  to  the 
world  its  existence.  The  place  is  now  known 
as  Kefar  Kann  and  is  six  miles  from  Nazareth. 
It  was  at  Cana  that  our  Lord  worked  his  first 
miracle,  and  later  a  miracle  of  healing.  (John 
2:1-11;  John  4:46-54).  The  main  lesson  taught 
here  is  that  our  Master  felt  that  our  religious 
life  and  social  life  are  not  separated  and  that  a 
Christian  can  enjoy  human  fellowship  in  a 
Christian  manner. 

In  the  far  distance  we  were  able  to  see  Mt. 
Tabor,  the  place  of  the  transfiguration.  (Matt. 
17:1-8).  We  were  now  entering  the  beautiful 
Jordan  valley  to  the  Mt.  of  Beautitudes  Hospice. 

We,  the  thirty-four  pilgrim ers,  made  our  way 
by  bus  to  the  beautiful  well  kept  Francisican 
Hospice,  Mt.  of  Beautitudes.  It  was  located  on 
the  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  we  had 
three  days  to  look  beyond  the  walls  of  the  hos¬ 
pice  to  the  actual  hills  that  Jesus  must  have 
spent  some  time  in  as  a  young  man.  These  natu¬ 
ral  settings  so  fixed  in  your  mind  why  you  were 
present  in  the  Holy  Land  to  witness  a  small 
portion  of  our  Lord’s  ministry  on  earth.  Finally 
I  was  able  to  slip  away  from  the  tourists  at¬ 
mosphere,  lje  down  on  the  side'  of  the  hill  and 
let  it  all  seep  into  my  very  self  gradually.  The 
hills  are  literally  covered  with  wild  flowers  of 
every  description,  but  these  lilies  of  the  field  in 


their  own  brilliance  cause  one  line  from  the 
scriptures  to  flood  the  mind,  “Solomon  in  all 
his  glory  is  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.”  To 
be  in  this  place,  The  Mount  of  Beautitudes, 
where  Jesus  gave  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
gave  the  spiritual  imagination  much  to  work 
with.  Then  too  as  recorded  in  Luke  6th  chapter 
this  is  traditionally  the  place  where  Jesus  chose 
the  twelve. 

As  you  look  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee  you  think 
of  the  words  of  Jesus  to  the  distressed  disciples, 
“Why  are  you  afraid,  O  men  of  little  faith?” 
Matt  8:26.  Dr.  Leslie  Weatherhead  in  his  book, 
“It  Happened  in  Palestine”  describes  it  so 
perfectly  thusly:  “the  lake  of  Galilee,  as  blue 
and  beautiful  as  your  dreams.  It  is  pear  shaped; 
only  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  long  and  seven 
miles  across  at  the  broadest  point  and  it  lies 
seven  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.” 

Very  near  the  Mt.  of  Beautitudes,  in  walking 
distance  is  a  small  church  called  the  church  of 
the  Loaves  and  Fishes.  This  is  the  place  where 
Jesus  fed  the  five  thousand.  (John  6:3-13).  Only 
a  half  mile  away  is  the  ruins  of  the  small  vil¬ 
lage  of  Capernaum.  It  is  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
about  two  miles  from  Tabghaand,  is  the  scene 
of  many  notable  events  of  our  Lord’s  ministry. 
The  city  fell  to  decay  in  the  sixth  century,  but 
as  you  stand  among  the  ruins  you  sense  the 
teaching  of  Jesus  here  on  this  spot. 

The  six  days  spent  over  the  Easter  period  in 
Jerusalem  were  filled  with  wonder,  worship  and 
fulfillment.  The  long  walk  up  the  narrow 
streets  to  the  temple  area  was  different.  Here 
is  the  Dome  of  the  Rock  and  the  Mosque  of 
Omar.  The  Mosque  of  Omar  is  the  religious 
center  of  the  Muslems  of  the  Middle  East  and 
second  only  to  Mecca  in  the  Muslem  World.  We 
saw  the  Wailing  Wall  of  the  Jews  which  they 
are  unable  to  get  to  because  of  political  reasons. 
It  is  part  of  the  outer  wall  of  Solomon’s  Temple 
to  which  the  Jews  have  come  to  weep  for  the 
destruction  of  the  temple.  Christ  foretells  its 
destruction  in  Luke  21:  5-19. 

The  garden  of  Gethsemane  where  our  Lord 
prayed  in  agony  the  night  before  he  died,  and 
a  frequent  meeting  place  of  our  Lord  and  his 
disciples  is  so  very  small  but  beautiful  with  the 
old  olive  trees  seeming  to  speak  history  them¬ 
selves.  The  two  main  events  are  the  agony  in 
the  garden  (Matt.  26:36-46)  and  the  betrayal  by 
Judas  (Matt.  26:47-56).  We  went  from  here  into 
the  Mount  of  Olives  where  a  mosque  marks  the 
traditional  place  of  our  Lord’s  Ascension.  (Acts 
1:9-12).  In  connection  with  the  last  days  of  our 
Lord’s  earthly  life  we  went  to  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulcher.  It  is  erected  on  the  traditional 
site  of  our  Lord’s  Crucifixion,  Burial  and  Resur¬ 
rection.  The  group  was  then  led  to  The  Church 
of  John  Mark  said  to  be  built  upon  the  site  of 
the  house  of  the  mother  of  John  Mark;  and 
therefore  possibly  the  site  of  the  Upper  Room 
where  our  Lord  ate  the  last  Supper  with  his 
disciples.  (I  Cor.  11:23-26). 

One  morning  early  on  our  way  into  the  Holy 
City  we  passed  the  Shepherd’s  Fields  by  the 
village  of  Beth-Sahur,  where  Angels  announced 
the  tidings  of  Christ’s  birth  to  the  shepherds. 
We  came  back  later  and  spent  some  time  here 
(Luke  2:8-20). 

I  could  in  no  way  comment  on  all  the  places 
visited,  yet  I  will  give  you  in  conclusion  the 
two  places  visited  that  gave  to  me  the  most  in¬ 
spiration.  The  first  being  the  Dead  Sea  cave 
near  the  ruins  of  the  village  of  Quimran  where 
the  portions  of  the  Dead  Sea  scrolls  were  dis¬ 
covered.  The  details  being  that  a  shepherd  was 
tending  sheep  in  the  field  and  fell  into  the  cave 
finding  the  part  of  the  valuable  ancient  scrolls. 
To  be  in  the  spot  of  excavation  where  so  much 
light  of  evidence  was  given  to  the  validity  of 
the  Holy  Scripture  thrills  my  very  being. 

Then  the  second  most  inspirational  point 
was  the  Devotional  Walk  down  the  Via  Dolorosa, 
the  traditional  fourteen  stations  of  the  cross! 
We  got  up  early  on  Easter  morning  and  entered 
Jerusalem  just  as  the  sun  lifted  its  bright  head 
over  the  Mt.  of  Olives.  We  slowly  walked  up 
the  traditional  “Way  of  Sorrows”  along  which 
our  Savior  walked  carrying  his  cross  to  Calvary. 
An  Anglican  minister  stopped  at  each  station 
and  read  scripture  concerning  the  point  and  we 
each  had  time  to  offer  ourselves  to  God  anew. 

As  we  made  each  of  these  stations  I  felt  that 
even  I  was  experiencing  as  never  before  Cal¬ 
vary. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


MASTERING  IMMOVABLES 

There  is  no  trait  which  evokes  more  admiration  in  our  time  than 
that  of  masterfulness.  To  be  a  master  of  situations,  to  know  what  is  to 
be  done  next  when  those  around  are  hopelessly  confused,  to  keep  our 
heads  when  others  are  losing  theirs  and  blaming  it  on  us — these  are 
the  abilities  we  applaud. 

But  in  our  admiration  of  mastery,  are  we  catching  the  full  secret 
of  Christ’s  masterfulness?  We  have  become  expert  in  handling  the 
material  elements  of  our  environment.  We  seem  to  be  fulfilling  the 
Biblical  promise  of  the  Creator  that  man  should  have  dominion  over 
the  earth.  And  we  have  pretty  well  added  the  sea  and  air  to  his 
domain. 

But  with  all  our  mastery  of  the  movable  factors  around  us,  are 
we  improving  our  self-mastery  when  we  confront  the  immovable 
obstacles  of  life?  Has  our  efficient  age  of  science  so  accustomed  us  to 
getting  thing  done  by  quick  mechanical  means  that  we  are  at  a  loss 
on  those  occasions  when  all  we  can  do  is  stand  by  and  take  it? 

Let  us  consider  one  of  life’s  immovables,  the  factor  of  pain.  Be¬ 
fore  we  call  pain  one  of  life’s  immovables,  recall  how  much  pain  has 
been  removed  through  the  healing  art  and  scientific  prevention.  Man 
has  learned  how  to  quiet  anguished  nerves  with  sedatives,  to  make  us 
oblivious  to  the  surgeon’s  knife  through  anesthetics,  to  stop  the 
ravages  of  many  dread  diseases.  And  there  are  no  doubt  many  new 
frontiers  of  advance  in  the  prevention  of  pain. 

No  longer  should  we  blindly  drift  into  disease  and  disaster  and 
then  piously  call  them  the  will  of  God.  When  we  neglect  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  health  and  fall  sick  or  the  efforts  for  peace  and  get  into  war 
it  is  blasphemy  to  blame  the  suffering  on  God.  He  holds  us  responsible 
for  using  all  our  resources  to  ward  off  accident,  disease,  disaster  and 
death. 

In  spite  of  our  best  efforts  there  is  bound  to  be  an  irreducible 
minimum  of  pain. 

Sooner  or  later  we  all  get  some  share  of  pain.  Love,  the  most 
beautiful  thing  in  life,  carries  the  possibilities  of  intense  pain — some¬ 
times  aching  with  anxiety,  sometimes  bruised  by  abuse,  sometimes 
devastated  by  death.  Every  extension  of  love  and  friendship  enlarges 
our  exposure  to  the  possibilities  of  pain. 

What  help  can  we  get  from  God  in  mastering  irremovable  pain? 

We  can  acquire  a  better  sportsmanship  in  our  attitude.  Don’t  most 
of  us  make  more  commotion  over  little  hurts  than  serious  ones?  How 
commonly  we  advertise  our  slight  disorders  which  nobody  sees  and 
make  light  of  the  serious  injuries. 

Let  a  husband  sprain  his  wrist  while  helping  move  the  piano  and 
how  vocally  and  repeatedly  he  seeks  his  wife’s  attention.  But  let 
her-  visit  him  in  the  hospital  after  an  almost  fatal  accident,  and  he 
quiets  her  outbursts  of  sympathy  as  if  his  injury  were  trivial.  Doesn’t 
this  human  attitude  suggest  that  much  of  our  attention  to  pain  is  due 
to  our  desire  to  catch  the  sympathy  of  others? 

Another  secret  in  the  mastery  of  pain  is  the  use  of  the  imagination. 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson  in  1893  wrote  that  for  14  years  he  had  not  had 
one  day  of  real  health.  Though  racked  with  pain  he  sent  out  his 
thoughts  in  those  adventures  on  “Treasure  Island”  which  boys  eagerly 
read.  Stevenson  deliberately  turned  the  stream  of  his  thinking  away 
from  himself  and  into  the  world  of  others. 

Also,  God  imparts  the  courage  which  helps  us  endure  irremovable 
pain  and  loss.  He  reinforces  our  fortitude  with  faith,  hope  and  love. 

When  illness  limits  us,  we  can  with  God’s  help  make  better  use 
of  our  remaining  strength.  Youths  in  the  glow  of  abounding  health 
assume  their  energy  to  be  boundless  and  sometimes  proceed  to  de¬ 
plete  health  by  burning  the  candle  at  both  ends.  But  when  something 
happens  to  show  that  time  and  strength  are  limited,  God,  teaches  us 
“to  number  our  days  and  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.” 

Out  of  physical  suffering  has  come  some  of  the  world’s  highest 
creative  work.  We  think  of  the  blind  Milton,  the  tubercular  Keats, 
the  epileptic  Flaubert.  Goethe  once  said,  “I  never  had  an  affliction 
that  I  didn’t  turn  into  a  poem.” 


©  CHAS* 
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"I'm  real  proud 
children  an  example 


of  you,  dear,  for  setting  the 
by  attending  church!" 


The 

Lay  man’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Experience  of  the  Shepherds 

This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of 
three  meditations  on  Luke  2:1-20; 
the  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  The 
16th  verse  of  Luke  2  says  that  “The 
shepherds  went  with  haste  and 
found  Mary  and  Joseph  and  the  babe 
lying  in  a  manger.”  One  can  imagine 
the  thrill  of  these  simple  folk  as  they 
saw  the  statement  of  the  angels 
proven.  Of  course  it  was  a  miracle, 
but  it  is  difficult  for  humans  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  miracles  even  after  they 
have  seen  them.  Even  today  when  a 
miracle  occurs  (and  there  are  many 
miracles  every  day)  many  people 
call  it  fate  and  dismiss  it  with  a 
shrug  of  the  shoulder.  The  shepherds 
were  not  smart  enough  to  stop  and 
hold  a  high-level  theological  debate 
on  the  Probabilities  of  Salvation 
through  the  Christ,  or  even  to  argue 
the  existence  of  The  Second  Bless¬ 
ing.  After  they  decided  to  go  and 
see,  they  went  and  saw  and,  best  of 
all,  they  believed.  The  president  of 
the  Fuller  Brush  Company  was  once 
asked  what  sort  of  man  made  the 
best  salesman  for  that  company.  He 
answered  that  the  best  salesman  was 
a  man  who  did  not  know  any  better 
than  to  do  what  the  salesbook  said 
to  do.  I  have  found  that  the  most 
successful  and  the  happiest  Chris¬ 
tians  are  those  persons  who  don’t 
know  any  better  than  to  take  God 
completely  at  His  word  ...  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  percious  promises  of  The 
Bible  at  their  face  value. 

One  of  the  very  real  threats  to  the 
power  and  usefulness  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  the  tendency  to  re¬ 
duce  Christian  experience  to  the 
level  of  mechanics.  Many  lay  per¬ 
sons  who  visit  prospective  Christians 
invite  them  to  “join  the  Church,”  or 
join  some  Sunday  School  class,  never 
having  an  intention  to  invite  them 


some  day  to  “Come  with  us  to 
Christ.”  Of  course  we  know  that 
Christian  fellowship  in  the  worship 
services  of  the  Church,  or  the  Sun¬ 
day  School,  or  any  other  agency  of 
the  congregation,  is  a  valuable  .  .  . 
even  necessary  experience.  But  it  is 
not  the  most  important  step,  even 
though  it  is  an  important  and  vital 
step  toward  Christian  commitment. 

The  shepherd’s  earnest  search  for 
a  Saviour  was  rewarded.  They  found 
Jesus.  More  than  that,  they  found 
the  joy  of  worshipping  Him  as  Sav¬ 
iour.  This  was  an  entirely  new  term 
to  them,  but  somehow  God  had  got¬ 
ten  through  to  their  understandings 
and  they  were  able  to  comprehend 
some  of  the  significance,  at  least,  of 
this  new  word.  Sometimes  we  relate 
the  worship  of  Christ  to  the  fine 
arts.  Even  though  the  Christian  story 
has  produced  more  art  than  any 
other  facet  of  our  life,  we  still  run 
the  risk  of  substituting  visible  beau¬ 
ty  for  the  love  for  Christ. 

Sooner  or  later  everyone  must 
have  an  experience  of  some  sort  with 
Christ  to  know  the  power  of  His 
love  and  mercy.  This  experience  has 
been  exploited  by  some,  and  pooh- 
poohed  by  others.  This  is  not  to  say 
what  kind  of  experience  one  should 
have.  In  fact,  no  two  will  have  the 
same.  But  whether  our  experience 
has  the  emotional  sweep  of  a  forest 
fire,  or  the  quiet,  concentrated  heat 
of  a  blow-torch,  we  must  have  it. 
One  cannot  expect  a  marriage  to 
last  unless  it  is  based  on  a  genuine 
experience  of  love  of  one  for  the 
other.  By  the  same  token,  the  true 
experience  of  man  with  God  will  be 
attended  by  awe,  wonder,  surprise, 
and  joy,  even  as  it  was  the  shepherds 
as  they  knelt  at  the  manger  to  pay 
their  respect  to  this  Saviour  whom 
they  were  privileged  to  see. 


?age  Six 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 


Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  19S1  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  December  27,  1959:  GOD  IS  OUR  HELP 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  12.  LESSON  TEXT,  ACTS  12:1-12. 


MEMORY  SELECTION :  Cast  all  your  cares  on  him,  for  he  cares  about  you. 

1  Peter  5:7  (RSV) 


Today  we  study  the  last  lesson  for  the  year 
1959.  In  each  quarter  of  the  year  we  have  had 
an  interesting  series  of  lessons.  In  the  first  quar¬ 
ter, 'this  year,  we  completed  a  six-months  study 
of  the  Life  of  Jesus  Christ  which  began  in  Oc¬ 
tober  of  last  year.  During  the  second  and  third 
quarters,  we  had  lesson  texts  taken  from  the 
Old  Testament.  Since  the  first  of  October  of 
this  year  we  have  been  studying  lessons  from  the 
Book  of  Acts.  This  study  of  Acts  will  continue 
through  the  first  three  months  of  1960. 

In  today’s  lesson  we  are  studying  the  third 
outbreak  of  persecution  of  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment  in  Jerusalem.  This  time  it  is  the  govern¬ 
ment,  under  Herod  Agrippa  I,  instead  of  the 
Jewish  church  which  is  backing  the  persecution. 
James  and  Peter,  two  of  the  original  twelve 
apostles,  are  the  objects  of  this  persecution. 

With  today’s  lesson  we  finish  the  study  of 
that  portion  of  Acts  in  which  Peter  is  the  dom¬ 
inant  power  in  the  church.  Peter  is  quite  prom¬ 
inent  in  all  of  the  first  twelve  chapters  of  Acts 
except  two.  In  one  of  these  he  is  referred  to  as 
one  of  the  twelve.  In  the  next  fourteen  chapters 
of  Acts,  his  name  appears  but  once.  That  is  in 
Acts  15:7.  After  our  lesson  of  today,  we  will  find 
that  Paul  becomes  the  leading  character  in  the 
development  of  the  Christian1  movement,  as  we 
study  Acts  for  the  next  three  mqnths. 

Gradual  Spread  of  Opposition,  to 
Christian  Movement 

The  first  opposition  to  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment,  of  course,  centered  about  Jesus  Christ  and 
finally  resulted  in  His  crucifixion. 

After  the  death  of  Jesus,  and  even  after  the 
Day  of  Pentecost,  there  seemed  to  be  an  absence 
of  open  opposition  to  the  followers  of  Christ. 
While  the  belief  of  the  Christians  differed  widely 
from  the  other  Jews,  they  still  went  to  the 
Temple  for  worship  and  worshiped  there  much 
after  the  fashion  of  the  other  Jews. 

When  Peter  and  John  healed  the  lame  man 
in  the  Temple  and  made  the  occasion  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  resurrection, 
persecution  did  break  out,  led  largely  by  the  Sad- 
ducees  who  did  not  believe  in  any  form  of  life 
after  death.  Peter  and  John  were  put  in  prison 
and  later  brought  to  trial.  Nothing  came  of  the 
trial  because  the  leaders  feared  the  people  who 
believed  that  Peter  and  John  had  performed  a 
miracle.  On  the  advice  of  Gamaliel,  no  further 
action  was  taken  against  the  apostles  at  the  time. 

Later,  as  the  result  of  a  dispute  which  broke 
out  in  a  Greek-speaking  synagogue  Stephen  be¬ 
came  involved.  He  was  brought  to  trial  before 
the  Sanhedrin  and  was  stoned  to  death  either 
as  a  result  of  action  by  the  Sanhedrin  or  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  mob  violence. 

Then  the  second  persecution  got  under  way. 
After  Stephen’s  death  a  wide-spread  persecu¬ 
tion  began  which  caused  all  of  the  Christians, 
except  the  apostles,  to  be  scattered  over  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  Saul  of  Tarsus  seemed  to  take 
the  leadership  of  this  violent  siege  of  persecution. 

In  today’s  lesson  the  third  period  of  persecu¬ 
tion  began.  This  persecution  is  led  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  This  is  the  first  time  that  political 
government  is  found  to  be  having  anything  to  do 
in  opposition  to  the  Christian  movement,  except 
when  the  Sanhedrin  forced  Jesus  into  the  court 
of  Pilate. 

A  Demagogue  Courts  Public  Opinion 

Our  lesson  text  today  opens  with  the  state¬ 
ment,  “About  this  time  Herod  the  king  laid 


violent  hands  upon  some  who  belonged  to  the 
church.”  (RSV).  This  seemed  to  be  purely  a 
political  move  on  the  part  of  the  king.  Herod 
Agrippa  I  seemed  to  feel  the  need  of  stronger 
support  by  the  Jewish  nation.  The  Herods  never 
had  conscientious  scruples  about  the  methods 
they  used  to  strengthen  their  load  on  the  throne 
they  occupied. 

Herod  the  Great,  grandfather  of  the  Herod  of 
our  lesson,  had  one  of  his  wives  killed  together 
with  their  children  to  make  his  position  a  little 
more  secure.  It  was  Herod  the  Great  also  who 
ordered  the  babies  in  Bethlehem  and  surrounding 
territory  killed  in  an  effort  to  destroy  Jesus,  lest 
Jesus  might  endanger  his  place  as  king  of  the 
Jews.  It  was  Herod  Antipas,  uncle  of  the  Herod 
of  our  lesson  who  had  John  the  Baptist  beheaded 
at  the  request  of  the  daughter  of  Herodias, 
Herod’s  wife.  The  whole  line  of  Herods  was  a 
scheming,  treacherous,  brutal,  murderous  lot 
where  anything  stood  in  the  way  of  their  personal 
security. 

Consequently,  we  should  not  be  surprised 
that  Herod  Agrippa  I  would  have  an  innocent 
man  murdered,  if  he  thought  his  actions  would 
increase  his  popularity.  Knowing  the  feeling  of 
the  orthodox  Jew  for  the  Christian,  Herod  had 
James,  the  brother  of  John,  and  one  of  the  twelve 
apostles,  beheaded.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  sure 
just  how  happy  the  Jews  would  be  over  the 
matter.  He  soon  learned  that  the  Jews  were 
highly  pleased  with  what  he  had  done. 

One  of  the  cheapest  tricks  of  a  political 
demagogue  is  to  attempt  to  win  the  good  will  of 
a  majority  of  people  by  sacrificing  the  interest 
of  the  minority.  The  difference  in  a  statesman 
and  a  politician  is  found  in  the  fact  that  a  states¬ 
man  tries  to  do  what  he  thinks  will  bring  the 
largest  good  to  the  whole  of  his  constituency;  the 
politician  will  do  what  he  thinks  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  his  people  will  approve.  It  is  never  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  statesman  to  take  a  public  opinion  poll 
to  discover  which  side  of  a  controversial  question 
he  should  favor. 

Peter  Imprisoned 

Having  found  that  the  Jews  were  pleased 
with  the  killing  of  James,  Herod  then  reached 
out  after  Peter,  the  leader  of  the  group,  and  has 
him  put  in  prison.  After  the  passover  he  planned 
to  make  the  execution  of  Peter  a  great  day  for 
himself  and  the  Jewish  leaders. 

Peter  is  put  in  prison.  Not  content  with  that, 
Herod  assigned  sixteen  soldiers  to  guard  him 
around  the  clock.  There  would  be  four  soldiers 
on  duty  each  six  hours  of  the  twenty-four.  Peter 
was  to  be  chained  to  two  of  the  soldiers  while 
the  other  two  would  guard  the  outer  and  inner 
gates  of  the  prison. 

These  precautions  sound  somewhat  like  those 
taken  by  the  jailor  who  was  ordered  to  keep 
Paul  and  Silas  safely.  He  first  whipped  them 
like  common  criminals.  Then  he  put  them  in  jail. 
Not  content  with  that,  he  put  them  in  the  “inner 
prison.”  To  be  altogether  safe  he  then  locked 
their  feet  in  stocks.  All  of  these  precautions  were 
just  as  useless  as  those  used  to  make  the  im¬ 
prisonment  of  Peter  sure  and  safe. 

It  was  Richard  Lovelace  who  wrote, 

“Stone  walls  do  not  a  prison  make 
Nor  iron  bars  a  cage.” 

This  fact  was  eminently  true,  not  only  for 
Paul  and  Silas,  but  also  for  the  Apostle  Peter. 
In  the  darkness  of  the  night  an  angel  delivered 


Paul  and  Silas  from  the  Philippian  jail  and  also 
an  angel  delivered  Peter  from  his  enemies  in 
Jerusalem. 

Doors  Opened  By  Prayer 

This  was  a  very  critical  time  for  the  Apostle 
Peter,  yet  his  great  soul  did  not  seem  to  be 
bothered.  Chained  between  two  soldiers,  where 
he  is  supposed  to  be  waiting  his  execution  the 
next  day,  Peter  seems  to  quietly  lie  down  and  go 
to  sleep. 

Perhaps  Peter  remembered  that  on  a  former 
occasion  he  had  been  imprisoned  waiting  for 
trial  when  an  angel  came  and  opened  the  doors 
of  the  prison  and  be  became  a  free  man.  Perhaps 
Peter  knew  that  throughout  Jerusalem  there 
were  groups  of  Christians  praying  “without  ceas¬ 
ing”  for  him.  How  else  could  a  man  be  so  calm 
and  undisturbed  as  he  waits  for  his  deliverance. 

When  the  angel  came  to  release  Peter  the 
American  Revised  Version  says  “he  struck  Peter 
on  the  side.”  Peter  was  so  sound  asleep  that  it 
appears  as  though  the  angel  had  a  little  trouble 
waking  him.  After  Peter  was  dressed  the  angel 
said  “follow  me.”  Peter  followed  the  angel 
through  two  wards  and  through  the  iron  gate 
that  led  to  the  open  city.  Then  after  they  had 
passed  through  one  street  of  the  city  the  angel 
left  him. 

In  addition  to  these  prison  doors,  prayer  has 
opened  many  doors  for  those  who  believe  in  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Doors  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  service,  doors  of  fellowship  and  spir¬ 
itual  development  and  doors  that  lead  to  count¬ 
less  other  blessings  God  has  for  those  who  love 
and  trust  Him,  are  opened  by  sincere  prayer. 

"Now  I  Know" 

Peter  moved,  as  if  in  a  dream,  while  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  angel  out  of  the  prison.  In  fact,  Peter 
“thought  he  saw  a  vision.”  In  other  words  Peter 
thought  he  was  having  a  dream.  Nevertheless, 
when  he  was  really  free  of  the  prison  and  the 
angel  had  departed,  Peter  came  to  himself. 

When  Peter  realized  that  he  had  been  set 
free  from  a  situation  from  which  it  would  have 
been  humanly  impossible  for  him  to  free  himself, 
he  recognized  the  fact  that  God  had  brought 
about  his  deliverance  through  the  work  of  an 
angel. 

If  we,  as  Christian  people,  experience  a  de¬ 
liverance  from  some  baffling  situation  should  we 
attribute  the  experience  to  luck,  accident,  chance 
or  coincidence,  or  should  we  recognize  that  per¬ 
haps  God’s  good  providence  has  been  about  us 
more  closely  than  we  may  have  thought? 

Should  Answered  Prayer  Surprise  Us? 

When  Peter  found  himself  free,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  sought  companionship  among  the  followers 
of  Christ.  He  went  to  the  home  of  John  Mark’s 
mother.  He  must  have  felt  that  some  of  his  group 
were  gathered  there  as  had  often  been  their 
custom. 

When  Peter  knocked,  a  maid  opened  the 
door.  Knowing  Peter,  she  ran  to  tell  the  group 
that  Peter  stood  outside.  Although  this  was  just 
the  thing  for  which  they  had  been  praying  they 
said  to  the  maid,  “You  are  mad.”  When  she  in¬ 
sisted  that  Peter  was  there,  the  group  said  it  is 
an  angel.  It  is  quite  possible  that  they  thought 
Peter  was  already  dead  and  that  it  was  his  angel 
at  the  door. 

All  the  while  Peter  kept  knocking.  “When 
they  opened  the  door  and  saw  him,  they  were 
astonished.”  They  were  astonished  at  the  fact 
that  their  prayers  had  been  answered.  Possibly 
we  are  all  familiar  with  the  song,  Count  Your 
Blessings.  One  part  of  that  song  reads, 

“Count  your  many  blessings,  name  them 
one  by  one 

And  it  will  surprise  you  what  the  Lord 

has  done.” 

God  Is  Our  Help  and  He  is  often  helping 
when  we  are  unaware  of  the  aid  He  is  giving. 
Jesus  talked  about  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed.  Perhaps  it  does  not  require  as  much  faith 
as  we  sometimes  think.  The  father  with  the 
demoniac  child  began  his  prayer  with  an  “if  ” 
yet  he  received  the  answer  to  his  prayer. 

The  Real  Victims  of  This  Unholy  Crusade 

Peter  was  not  the  victim  of  this  unholy 
crusade.  It  was  the  soldiers  who  were  guarding 
him  that  were  executed  the  next  day.  In  the 
closing  of  the  chapter  from  which  our  lesson  is 
taken  is  the  record  of  the  wretched  death  Herod 
soon  died. 
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THE  SANCTUARY  CHOIR  of  the  Carrollton 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Robert  French,  presented  a 
program  of  Christmas  Carols  at  the  church  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  December  13.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  preached  at  the 
10:50  a.m.  worship  service  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  Sunday,  November  29. 
Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice-president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  preached  at  the  8:25 
a.m.  worship  service.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

WORSHIP  SERVICES  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  televised  over 
KTBS-TV  each  Sunday  for  seventeen  weeks.  The 
series  of  service  began  on  Sunday,  December  6, 
and  will  continue  through  March.  This  service 
is  of  special  value  to  shut-ins.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  WILSON  WATSON,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Eunice,  was  guest  evangelist 
in  revival  services  at  the  Park  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  November  8-13.  Mrs. 
Frances  Shirley  of  Shreveport  was  the  song 
leader.  Rev.  G.  W.  Dameron  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THOMAS  MATHENY,  attorney  of  Hammond, 
was  the  speaker  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Hammond,  at  both  morning  worship  services  on 
Sunday,  November  15.  Rev.  George  Hess,  director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation,  spoke  at  the  evening 
service.  Rev.  Edward  Thomas,  pastor  of  the 
church,  was  away  on  an  Evangelistic  Mission 
tour  in  South  America. 

THE  GORDON  AVENUE  METHODIST 
CHURCH,  Monroe,  held  a  planned  worship 
service  on  Sunday  morning,  November  22,  in 
honor  of  the  candidates  who  were  running  for 
public  office.  The  church  extended  an  invitation 
to  all  office  seekers  to  attend  the  service  and 
bring  their  families.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

MRS.  J.  •  O.  McMULLEN,  who  for  20  years 
worked  in  thg  church  office  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  was  honored  by  members 
of  the  church  on  Sunday,  November  15,  at  a 
“Mrs.  Mac  Day.”  Mrs.  McMullen  has  worked  as 
secretary  and  financial  secretary  of  the  church 
for  this  period  of  time.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

F.  H.  CATHEY  is  the  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Men's  Club  of  the  Mun- 
holland  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Other  officers  of  the  Club  are  as  follows: 
Ben  Capell,  vice-president;  Richard  Carter,  sec¬ 
retary;  G.  R.  Stafford,  treasurer;  and  Herman 
Bassett,  Jr.,  reporter.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Methodist  Board 
of  Education,  preached  at  both  the  8:30  and  the 
10:50  morning  worship  services  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  November 
29.  Dr.  Sloane  was  assistant  pastor  of  First  Church 
from  1937  to  1943,  and  his  wife  and  daughters 
are  active  members  of  the  congregation.  Dr.  D. 
L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  the  pastor. 

MRS.  JEAN  LANKFORD  was  leader  of  a  re¬ 
treat  held  by  the  Stonewall-Keithville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Choirs  on  Sunday,  December  6. 
Thirty-six  adults  and  young  folks  traveled  by 
bus  to  the  Hodges  Gardens  where  they  enjoyed 
ap  outing  and  picnic  and  the  retreat  which  was 
held  at  dusk.  Mrs.  Lankford  used  as  her  subject, 
“The  Roadways  of  Life.”  The  bus  was  driven  by 


Robert  Russell.  Rev.  Frank  C.  Lankford  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  JAMES  B.  NEATHERY,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  honor¬ 
ed  at  a  morning  “Coffee”  Thursday,  December  8. 
The  coffee  was  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Dana 
Dawson,  Jr.  Mrs.  John  F.  Ward,  chairman  of  the 
Fellowship,  was  in  charge  of  arrangements.  Mrs. 
Neathery  will  be  leaving  to  make  her  home  in 
Beaumont,  Texas.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

DR.  KEITH  MASON  spoke  and  showed  pictures 
of  his  trip  to  Africa  at  the  evening  worship 
service  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  on 
Sunday,  November  8.  Dr.  Mason  said  that  the 
“masses  of  Africa  are  the  last  great  opportunity 
for  the  church  .  .  .  the  feeling  of  the  people  I 
talked  with  in  Africa  is  that  we  have  a  maximum 
of  10  years  and  a  minimum  of  5  years  for  an  all- 
out  effort  in  Africa.”  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

IAN  ANDERSEN  was  a  guest  in  the  parsonage 
home  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  K.  G.  Rorie,  Haynes- 
ville,  for  the  Thanksgiving  week-end.  Ian  is  a 
native  of  India,  now  attending  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  He  is  sponsored  in  America  by  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  and  is  training  himself  in  the  field  of 
Administrative  education  for  future  service  in 
the  schools  of  India.  Ian  was  presented  with  the 
gift  of  a  fine,  warm,  quilted  car  coat,  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  congregation.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Rorie  is 
pastor  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church. 

TWO  ONE-ACT  PLAYS  were  presented  on 
Sunday,  December  13,  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  at  7:00  p.m.  The  plays,  “Christmas  at 
Home”  and  It’s  Been  Such  A  Jolly  Christmas,” 
were  under  the  direction  of  A1  Schleiniger.  The 
casts  were  composed  of  Martha  Richardson,  John 
Graham,  Early  Cook,  Joanne  Vodegel,  Karen 
Kern,  Ansel  Miller,  Clyde  Reasoner,  and  Russell 
Richardson.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

MAJOR  BEN  E.  SPURLOCK,  Methodist  chap¬ 
lain,  has  been  assigned  as  Post  Chaplain  at 
Camp  Leroy  Johnson  in  New  Orleans.  Chaplain 
Spurlock  entered  the  army  in  1945.  He  served  in 
the  Pacific  during  World  War  II,  and  later  in 
Korea.  From  1954  to  1957  he  was  stationed  in 
France  at  SHAPE  headquarters,  and  for  the  last 
two  years  he  was  on  duty  at  Fort  Polk,  La.  A 
member  of  the  South  Dakota  Conference,  Chap¬ 
lain  Spurlock  is  a  native  of  Tabor,  Iowa,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  John  Fletcher  College  in  Uni¬ 
versity  Park,  Iowa,  and  the  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

DR.  W.  A.  McBRIDE,  JR.,  spok^  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  on  “Church  Nite” 
Wednesday,  December  2,  on  the  subject  “How 
to  Live  with  Yourself  and  Like  it,”  dealing  with 
self-acceptance.  A  native  of  North  Louisiana, 
Dr.  McBride  received  his  M.D.  degree  from  Loui¬ 
siana  State  University  Medical  School  and  his 
neuro-psychiatric  training  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee.  He  is  presently  in  the  private  practice 
of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology  in  Shreveport,  and 
is  also  Director  of  Neuropsychiatry  at  the  Con¬ 
federate  Memorial  Hospital.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

GROUND  BREAKING  CEREMONY  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  Roman  brick  sanctuary 
was  held  by  members  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Jonesville,  Sunday  afternoon,  November  .15.  Rev. 
A.  W.  Townsend,  superintendent  of  the  District, 
and  other  out-of-town  visitors  were  present  for 
the  ceremony.  The  children  of  the  church  spon¬ 
sored  a  soil-mixing  project  on  this  occasion.  Each 
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family  was  asked  to  bring  a  cupful  of  soil  from 
the  home  to  mix  with  the  soil  of  the  church  to 
symbolize  the  cooperation  of  the  home  and 
church  in  developing  Christian  character.  Where 
there  were  no  children  in  the  home  the  adults 
were  asked  to  bring  the  soil.  Rev.  Alvin  J.  Jones 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  C.  EVERETT  TILSON  of  the  faculty  of 
Vanderbilt  University  Divinity  School,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  has  been  named  professor  of  Old 
Testament,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Browning,  min¬ 
ister  of  education  at  North  Broadway  Church, 
Columbus,  as  admissions  officer,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio,  through  its  Columbus  office. 
This  announcement  is  made  as  the  Columbus  of¬ 
fice  moves  toward  the  completion  of  its  staff  for 
the  September,  1960,  opening  of  the  new  school, 
located  at  Stratford,  Ohio.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown¬ 
ing  will  assume  his  new  duties  December  1,  while 
Dr.  Tilson  will  complete  the  present  academic 
year  at  Vanderbilt. 

OVER  SEVEN  HUNDRED  young  people  from 
Shreveport  and  surrounding  areas  attended 
the  Thanksgiving  Youth  Rally  Friday  night,  No¬ 
vember  27,  in  Brown  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
College  campus.  The  rally  included  group  sing¬ 
ing,  led  by  Bill  Mann,  who  has  traveled  to  all 
parts  of  the  country  in  concert  work  and  evan¬ 
gelistic  campaigns,  business,  refreshments  and 
an  hour’s  concert  of  story  and  song  by  Mr.  Mann. 
The  rally  was  open  to  youth  of  all  denominations, 
although  billed  as  a  Methodist  rally,  according 
to  Fane  Bussie,  Centenary  College  freshman  and 
district  president  of  Methodist  Youth.  District 
vice-president  is  Rita  Ellison,  a  senior  at  Fair 
Park  High  School.  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  serves 
as  district  youth  director. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  Car¬ 
rollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
honored  at  a  testimonial  dinner  Saturday  night, 
November  21.  The  occasion  was  Dr.  Bowdon’s 
35th  anniversary  as  a  Methodist  minister  and  his 
50th  year  as  a  member  of  the  church.  Principal 
speaker  was  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Moss  Bluff  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles. 
The  younger  Mr.  Bowdon  also  preached  at  the 
Carrollton  Church  Sunday  evening,  using  the 
topic  “Following  in  Your  Father’s  Footsteps.” 
Special  honors  for  Dr.  Bowdon  at  the  dinner  in¬ 
cluded  a  citation  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
a  plaque  commemorating  the  occasion  presented 
by  E.  V.  Frayle,  Pat  Latuso,  Roy  Simons,  and 
L.  D.  Woodall,  representing  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  numerous  messages  of  congratulations 
from  national,  state  and  city  officials,  friends  and 
churchmen.  -- 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  held  “Family  Night”  Friday 
night,  November  20.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Dan  Hayes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
McCrary,  Walter  Charbonnet  and  Mrs.  Winnie 
Cook  prepared  the  turkey  dinner  that  was  served 
by  members  of  the  Men’s  Club  assisted  by  an 
enthusiastic  group  of  boys  from  the  M.Y.F.  The 
devotional  was  presented  by  Jim  Evans,  and  a 
“talkie-movie”  entitled  “You  and  Yours”  was 
presented  by  Fred  Selby.  Leo  Wagner,  president 
of  the  Club,  announced  that  a  real  live  Santa 
Claus  would  be  present  at  the  December  meet¬ 
ing,  which  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sunday  School  Christmas  Pageant.  Rev.  Art  M. 
Baker,  associate  pastor  of  the  church,  dismissed 
the  group  with  prayer.  Dr.  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert 
is  pastor  of  the  church  and  Wm.  J.  Michon  is 
publicity  chairman  for  the  Club. 
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Decorating  the  tree  for  Christmas 
Family  Night  at  Asbury  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette.  Adjusting  the 
star  is  Bob  Edge.  Assisting  are  Frank 
Wright  and  Doris  Richards.  Approx¬ 
imately  200  persons  attended  the 
meeting  on  December  8.  " Designed 
to  help  members  get  acquainted  and 
to  find  activities  planned  for  the 
whole  family,  these  programs  pro¬ 
duce  real  zeal,"  stated  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  pastor  of  the  church. 


William  B.  Glover 
Appointed  by  Dr. 
Joe  J.  Mickle 

Appointment  of  William  B.  Glov¬ 
er  of  Winnsboro  to  the  position  of 
Methodist  lay  leader  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  program  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  has-been  announced  by  Dr.  Joe 
J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary. 

Glover  will  maintain  offices  in 
the  Administration  Building  on  the 
Shreveport  campus,  Dr.  Mickle  said. 
He  will  work  with  Methodist  lay¬ 
men  throughout  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  in  conjunction  with  the 
college’s  long-range  development 
program. 

A  life-long  Methodist,  Glover 
taught  a  large  Bible  class  in  the 
Winnsboro  Methodist  Church  for 
25  years,  assisted  in  organizing  sev¬ 
eral  Methodist  men’s  groups,  served 
as  associate  lay  leader  in  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  and  is  an  approved  lay 
speaker  for  Methodist  churches.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Higher  Education  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  several 
years. 

A  graduate  of  the  old  Centenary 
Academy,  Glover  received  his  BS 
degree  in  1923  from  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  his  MA  degree  in  1932  from 
the  University  of  Texas,  and  he  has 
done  work  toward  his  doctorate  at 
the  University  of  Texas.  He  taught 
for  four  years  in  the  old  Centenary 
Academy,  served  as  coach  for  one 
year  at  Coushatta  High  School  and 


Failing  to  Reach  Laborers 

Methodists  have  been  urged  by 
Dean  Walter  G.  Muelder,  of  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology, 
to  “identify  themselves  more  fully 
with  the  so-called  common  people, 
or  we  cannot  win  the  cities  or  keep 
the  countryside.”  Statistics  which 
Dean  Muelder  reports  indicate  that 
most  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  are  in  the  upper-middle- 
class  and  the  denomination  is  faiL 
ing  largely  to  reach  “the  laboring 
classes,  families  with  less  income, 
and  persons  of  lower  educational 
attainment.” 


Mrs.  C.  J.  Montgomery ,  /r.,  Honored  As 
Kaplan’s  Outstanding  Citizen  for  1959 


Mrs.  C.  J.  Montgomery,  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  Kaplan  Methodist 
Church,  was  honored  as  Kaplan’s 
outstanding  citizen  for  1959,  at  a 
banquet  sponsored  by  Chez  Elies, 
Sederated  Woman”s  Club,  of  Kap¬ 
lan. 

The  honoree  was  selected  as  this 
year’s  recipient  for  her  outstand¬ 
ing  service  to  the  community,  par¬ 
ish,  and  state,  over  a  period  of 
twenty-three  years.  Mrs.  Mont¬ 
gomery  received  the  Chez  Elies 
Civic  Award  as  a  result  of  a  nomi¬ 
nating  letter  which  outlined  the 
charitable,  church,  humanitarian, 
and  other  civic  activities  pursued 
by  her. 

Among  those  offering  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Montgomery  was  the  Rev.  J. 
B.  McCann,  pastor  of  the  Kaplan 
and  Indian  Bayou  Methodist 
Church. 

In  telling  of  the  varid  activities 


for  three  years  was  principal  and 
teacher  at  Elm  Grove  High  School 
in  Bossier  Parish. 

His  experience  also  includes  two 
years  as  principal  of  Crowville 
High  School  in  Franklin  Parish,  16 
years  as  principal  of  Winnsboro 
High  School  in  Franklin  Parish  and 
11  years  as  superintendent  of 
Franklin  Parish  Schools,  the  posi¬ 
tion  he  relinquished  to  accept  the 
post  at  Centenary. 

The  author  of  a  history  of  the 
Caddo  Indians,  Glover  is  a  World 
War  I  veteran,  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Teachers  Assn.,  National 
Education  Assn.,  former  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Superintendents 
Assn.,  former  member  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  committee  of  the  Commission 
on  Secondary  Schools  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Assn,  of  Colleges  and  member 
of  many  other  groups. 


in  which  the  honoree  has  contrib¬ 
uted  greatly  to  the  Church,  Rev. 
Mr.  McCann  said: 

“In  reading  the  Bible,  we  find 
women  such  as  the  mother  of 
Moses,  Ruth  the  Moabite,  Priscilla 
the  wife  of  Aquila,  Mary  and  Mar¬ 
tha  the  friends  of  Jesus,  and  we 
like  to  think  of  these  women  as  out¬ 
standing  characters  in  religious 
work,  and  they  were,  but  I  am  glad 
that  we  have  women  of  our  day 
who  are  just  as  competent  when  it 
comes  to  doing  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  one  whom  we  are  honoring 
here  tonight  has  an  outstanding 
record  of  working  for  her  Master, 
the  Church,  and  Community. 

“We  could  never  mention  all  the 
things  she  has  done  for  her  Church 
and  her  pastor,  but  we  would  like 
to  mention  a  few. 

“She  has  been  the  music  director 
for  many  years;  also  the  secretary 
for  the  pastor.  She  conducted  the 
drive  for  funds  to  purchase  a  Ham¬ 
mond  organ  for  the  church.  Re¬ 
cently,  she  and  another  member  of 
the  congregation  headed  the  drive 
for  money  to  air  condition  the 
church.  Both  of  these  drives  were 
successfully  completed. 

“The  honoree  cheerfully  responds 
to  all  her  pastor’s  request  for  par¬ 
ticipation  in  church  affairs.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Stewards, 
and  is  the  recording  secretary  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service. 

“Surely,  Mrs.  Montgomery  de¬ 
serves  all  the  honor  she  has  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  much  more.” 

The  honoree  and  her  husband,  C. 

J.  Montgomery  Jr.,  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Brenda  Charleene, 
and  a  son,  Charles  Joseph  Mont¬ 
gomery,  III. 


"A  Ray  of  Light,  Symbol  of  Hope — 
When  taking  pictures  of  the  Janes¬ 
ville  Methodist  Bible  School  pro¬ 
gram,  although  all  the  lights  in  the 
church  were  on  and  my  flash  unit 
went  off  when  I  snapped  the  shutter, 
I  discovered  when  I  had  developed 
my  film  that  instead  of  a  class  of 
young  folks,  only  one  object  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  negative,"  said  Stella 
Standiford,  reporter.  First  Methodist 
Church,  Jonesville. 

"Of  course  the  scientific  explan¬ 
ation  was  that  the  flash  failed  to 
syncronize  with  the  shutter  and  that 
the  neon  light  which  outlines  the 
cross,  is  brighter  or  the  film  more 
sensitive  to  that  type  light.  Regard¬ 
less  of  reason,  the  result  is  food  for 
thought,  the  light  of  the  cross  still 
shines  through  the  darkness  to  help 
lead  all  people  back  to  Christ." 


The  choirs  of  the  Gretna  and  Algiers  Methodist 
Churches  combined  and  presented  a  Christmas  Cantata 
entitled  When  the  Christ  Child  Came."  This  program 
was  held  Dec.  13  at  4:00  p.m.  at  Algiers  and  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  Gretna.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Frances 


Ellen  McWilliams,  the  chorus  featured  nine  soloists,  and 
boasted  eleven  male  voices. 

Pastors  of  the  churches  are  Rev.  John  T.  Redmond, 
Algiers,  and  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  Gretna. 
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WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Dal-Gra 

The  Del-Gra  Sub-District  met  at 
Sheridan,  Ark.,  Monday,  November 
23,  with  94  present.  Sheridan  won 
both  the  attendance  banner  and  the 
percentage  banner. 

Leola  gave  a  program  with  a 
Thanksgiving  theme. 

It  was  voted  that  each  person  at¬ 
tending  the  December  meeting 
would  bring  a  can  of  food  which 
will  go  to  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Little  Rock. 

Skits  were  given  by  Sheridan, 
Rison,  Carthage,  and  White  Hall  in 
the  new  Sheridan  Educational 
building,  after  which  the  host  group 
led  the  recreation  and  served  re¬ 
freshments. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Red- 
field  on  December  28.  Officers  of 
the  sub-district  are  Gary  Grogan, 
president;  Sandra  Hulse,  vice-pres¬ 
ident;  Lanita  Patton,  secretary; 
Reasel  Bridges,  treasurer;  Ann 
Springer,  publicity;  and  Bill  House, 
counselor. 


Ouachita  County 

The  Ouachita  County  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  met  Monday  night,  November 
16,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Camden.  A  Harvest  Fesitval  was 
held  at  the  meeting  and  399  cans  of 
food  were  collected  to  be  sent  to 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Little  Rock. 

Ritchie  Roy,  Harmony  Grove, 
opened  the  meeting  with  some 
songs.  Rev.  Virgil  Bell,  Stephens, 
led  the  opening  prayer.  President 
Roland  Walters,  Harmony  Grove, 
had  the  roll  called  and  found  89 
members  present. 

Following  the  business  meeting 
each  church  assembled  its  group  for 
a  display  of  the  country  they  rep¬ 
resented:  New  Church,  Camden, 
was  Dominican  Republic;  Harmony 
Grove  was  Alaska;  Chidister  was 
Mexico;  Bearden  was  Hawaii;  Fair- 
view  was  Thailand;  Stephens  was 
Africa;  Holly  Springs  was  Canada; 
and  First  Methodist  Church,  Cam¬ 
den,  was  India.  Fairview  won  for 
Best  Representative;  Camden  First 
Church  won  for  Beauty;  New 
Church  and  Chidister  tied  for  Or¬ 
iginality. 

Rev.  Carr  De  Racop,  Jr.,  Bearden, 
led  the  closing  worship. 


Galloway-Tollason 

The  Galloway-Tollason  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  elected  the  following  officers 
to  the  recently  formed  council: 
Maribeth  Woodfin,  Brinkley,  presi¬ 
dent;  Betty  Ann  Reid,  Holly  Grove, 
vice-president;  Patsy  Calloway,  Hol¬ 
ly  Grove,  secretary;  Diane  Prince, 
Clarendon,  treasurer;  Susan  Stock- 
dale,  Brinkley,  representative  to 
District;  Patty  Houston.  Clarendon, 
publicity;  Maudy  Keedy,  Wheatley, 
faith;  Jane  Gordon,  Moro,  citizen- 
shiD;  Buddy  Sage,  Cotton  Plant, 
fellowship;  Ricky  Carvell,  Brinkley, 
witness;  Jerry  Calloway,  Holly 
Grove,  outreach;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan  Prince,  Clarendon,  coun¬ 
selors. 

A  film.  “Martin  Luther,”  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Brinkley  M.Y.F.  at 
the  November  sub-district  meeting 
in  Brinkley.  A  total  of  106  were 
present  and  Brinkley,  having  the 
most  present,  won  the  plaque. 


Bobby  Hollingsworth  received  his 
five-year  perfect  attendance  bar  on 
Sunday,  November  I,  at  the  Van- 
trease  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
El  Dorado,  Ark.  Bobby  is  six  years 
old  and  in  the  first  grade.  He  is  the 
youngest  ever  to  receive  this  recog¬ 
nition  at  the  church.  Bobby  was,  also, 
presented  a  gold  lapel  miniature 
Cross  by  Dale  Booth,  church  school 
superintendent.  On  this  Sunday, 
Bobby,  also,  joined  as  a  member  of 
the  Vantrease  Church.  He  is  the 
grandson  of  the  late  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
T.  D.  Spruce. 


YOUTH  NEWS 


Malvern 

The  Girls  Friendship  Circle  of  the 
Keith  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Malvern,  Ark.,  presented  a  special 
Thanksgiving  program  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service  Sunday  eve- 
ing,  November  22. 

The  program  was  centered 
around  the  Thanksgiving  theme. 
Parts  about  the  first  American 
Thanksgiving,  Thanksgiving  in  Bi¬ 
ble  Times,  and  Thanksgiving  1959, 
were  given  by  Anne  Efird,  Rebecca 
McCloud,  and  Susan  Carver.  Etha- 
ree  Robinson  read  the  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Psalm.  Sharon  Kizer 
read  a  poem  about  the  First 
Thanksgiving.  After,  an  altar  serv¬ 
ice  at  which  time  gifts  of  food  were 
placed  on  the  altar,  Patty  Johnson 
and  Hazel  Griggs  sang  “Have  Thine 
Own  Way  Lord.”  The  food  was 
given  to  a  deserving  family  for 
Thanksgiving. 

Miss  Lillian  Van  Dusen  is  the 
adult  sponsor  for  these  girls.  Others 
participating  were  Priscilla  Van 
Dusen  and  Linda  Cothern. 


Indian  Bayou 

The  Indian  Bayou  young  adults 
met  at  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  a 
Gumbo  Supper,  and  to  organize  a 
Sunday  School  class.  There  were 
twenty-four  present  for  this  meet¬ 
ing.  They  discussed  several  proj¬ 
ects,  one  of  which  was  to  buy  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  Fellowship  Hall.  The 
Indian  Bayou  Methodist  Church  has 
completed  this  new  Fellowship  Hall 
at  a  cost  of  $7,000  which  is  paid  for 
in  full. 


The  Youthful 
Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 
Truly  Heroic  Living 

I  don’t  really  know  very  many 
heroes  personally.  Not  many  of  the 
great  personalities  of  the  time  call 
me  by  my  first  name.  In  fact  I 
can’t  think  of  even  one  who  does! 
But  I  have  my  own  list  of  personal 
heroes  and  Tommy  Swank  rates 
right  up  at  the  top. 

If  you  haven’t  met  him  person¬ 
ally,  you  will  have  to  delay  that 
privilege  until  you  arrive  in  your 
heavenly  home,  because  Tommy 
claimed  his  last  week.  But  he  will 
be  there  to  greet  you  when  you  ar¬ 
rive.  And  it  will  be  a  cheery, 
friendly  greeting  you  will  get! 

Tommy  Swank’s  lifetime  here  on 
earth  occupied  only  twelve  years. 
During  that  period  he  discovered  a 
lot  about  living  that  most  of  us  miss 
out  on  even  in  three-score  and  ten. 
Ten  years  of  that  time  he  and  his 
family  have  been  dear  friends  of 
mine.  And  during  these  years  I 
have  known  the  difficult  and  trying 
experiences  through  which  he  and 
his  parents  have  gone.  For  Tommy 
has  never  known  good  health.  Ce- 
rebal  palsy  kept  his  body  from 
growing  in  normal  fashion,  but  it 
did  not  keep  his  mind  from  becom¬ 
ing  razor  keen  and  sharply  de¬ 
veloped  across  the  years  of  his 
schooling.  Repeated  illnesses  of  one 
kind  and  another  sapped  what  lit¬ 
tle  reserve  he  could  muster,  but 
they  never  could  stunt  his  marvel¬ 
ous  sense  of  humor  which  was  “one 
constant  pageant  of  triumph”  over 
pain  and  suffering.  At  last,  pneu¬ 
monia  and  cancer  took  their  final 
toll,  and  we  laid  his  little  body  to 
rest  last  week.  But  he  did  not  give 
up  without  a  courageous  struggle 
which  had  the  doctors  in  his  hos¬ 
pital  calling  him  “Toughie”  and 
“Tiger.” 

I  learned  a  lot  from  Tommy 
Swank.  I  learned  you  don’t  have 
to  possess  physical  power  to  be 
strong.  I  know  few  stronger  person¬ 
alities  than  this  smiling  young  man 
who  never  felt  the  deck  stacked 
against  him,  but  always  took  the 
experiences  dealt  in  his  direction 
and  found  the  strength  within  to 
withstand  what  came  from  without. 

Tommy  has  taught  me  that  cour¬ 
age  is  contagious,  and  that  he  func¬ 
tioned  in  his  brief  life-span  to  start 
an  epidemic  of  courage.  His  par¬ 
ents  and  his  brother  as  well  as  his 
friends  could  not  help  but  be  more 
courageous  when  they  saw  him  or 
talked  with  him.  And  do  you  ques¬ 
tion  that  the  impact  of  his  example 
of  courageous  living  is  an  eternal 
one?  I  cannot  think  of  him  without 
thinking  of  courage  in  the  same 
thought. 

Another  thing  I  have  learned 
from  my  young  friend  is  that  life 
is  to  be  judged  by  depth  and  direc¬ 
tion,  not  by  length  of  days.  Torrnny 
put  a  powerful  lot  of  living  into 
those  dozen  years  he  was  here 
among  us.  The  quality  of  such  cour¬ 
age  and  strength,  such  faith  which 
seemed  almost  pre-mature,  and  the 
ability  to  help  create  happiness  for 
others  —  all  with  the  eternally 
youthful  accent.  All  this  is  my 
treasured  heritage  from  my  young 
friend,  Tommy  Swank. 

Do  you  wonder  he  is  right  up  at 
the  top  of  my  personal  list  of  he¬ 
roes? 


World  of  Fun  Wins 
Place  in  Schools 

“A  World  of  Fun”  has  invaded 
the  academic  world!  The  instruc¬ 
tion  book  for  World  of  Fun  records 
now  has  a  place  in  the  curriculum 
of  Greensboro  College  in  North 
Carolina.  Here’s  how  it  happened. 

One  day,  the  Rev.  R.  Harold 
Hipps,  minister  of  education  at 
West  Market  Street  Methodist 
Church  in  Greensboro,  loaned  his 
copy  of  the  book  to  a  member  of 
his  church.  She  was  Miss  Doris 
Hutchinson,  city  superintendent  of 
physical  education  and  recreation. 
Not  long  after,  Hipps  was  informed 
that  copies  were  needed  for  use  by 
each  of  the  physical  education  and 
recreation  teachers  in  the  Greens¬ 
boro  City  Schools. 

From  Miss  Hutchinson,  “A  World 
of  Fun”  got  into  the  hands  of  a 
teacher  of  folk  dancing  at  Greens¬ 
boro  College.  As  a  result,  Hipps 
was  asked  to  order  50  copies  from 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Richmond  in  order  that  “A  World 
of  Fun”  might  become  a  textbook. 

The  book  may  next  “take”  Wom¬ 
an’s  College  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  also  in  Greensboro. 
It  will  be  considered  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  state  textbook  com¬ 
mission  with  this  in  mind.  Hipps 
says  that  the  records  are  already 
in  use  in  the  state’s  physical  educa¬ 
tion  program  of  the  public  schools 
and  university  system. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Hipps  is  quite 
gratified  with  these  developments 
since  he  authored  and  edited  a  ma¬ 
jor  portion  of  “A  World  of  Fun!” 

Schisler  Graduate 
Awards  Available 

The  John  Q.  Schisler  graduate 
awards,  granted  by  the  General 
Board  of  Education,  are  available 
for  a  limited  number  of  qualified 
graduate  students  preparing  to  be¬ 
come  directors  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  church. 

The  awards,  five  each  year,  are 
financed  from  receipts  of  the  an¬ 
nual  Methodist  Student  Day  offer¬ 
ing  and  are  a  part  of  the  National 
Methodist  Scholarship  program. 

Applications  for  the  1960  awards 
must  be  sent  in  by  March  1  and  will 
be  announced  April  1.  Blanks  are 
available  from  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  conference  boards  uf  edu¬ 
cation. 

Winners  are  selected  by  a  six- 
member  committee.  Three  of  these 
are  staff  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education.  Others  are  a 
director  of  Christian  education  in  a 
local  church,  a  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  in  a  Methodist  grad¬ 
uate  school,  and  a  conference  exec¬ 
utive  secretary. 

In  the  three  years  since  the  pro¬ 
gram  began  in  1957,  eighty-four 
persons  from  27  states  have  applied 
for  the  awards. 

Dr.  Everette  L.  Walker  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  who  administers  the  scholar¬ 
ship  program,  says  that  because  of 
the  excellence  of  applications  for 
for  the  Schisler  awards,  the  process 
of  selecting  the  winners  each  year 
is  difficult.  The  committee  gives 
very  careful  attention  to  all  fac¬ 
tors  involved  in  the  final  selection, 
he  stated.  Dr.  Walker  is  associate 
director  of  the  Department  of  Sec¬ 
ondary  and  Higher  Education,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education. 
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Midland  Heights  Observes  Founder’s  Day 


Explaining  the  emblem  oj  the  symbol,  left,  Mrs.  Ray  E.  Ragsdale,  Sr., 
president,  Mrs.  Oil  Stumpff,  a  charter  member,  and  Mrs.  Bob  Wineinger, 
one  of  the  newer  members. 


Midland  Heights  Methodist  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Fort  Smith  observed  Founder’s  Day 
with  a  special  program  at  the  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  the  church.  For  the 
occasion  the  president  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  Mrs.  Ray  E.  Ragsdale,  Sr., 
made  a  replica  of  the  emblem-a 
triangle  encasing  two  hemispheres, 
symbolic  of  the  society’s  belief  in 
a  global  gospel,  and  a  suspended 
cross  signifying  the  challenging  mes¬ 
sage  “In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory.” 
A  wreath  of  laurel  leaves,  symbolic 
of  hope  of  victory  for  this  organiza¬ 
tion  in  helping  win  the  world  for 
Christ,  encircled  the  triangle. 

At  the  morning  session  Mrs.  W.  A.  • 
Downum,  wife  of  the  pastor,  pre¬ 
sented  the  study  on  “St.  Luke.” 

Lunch  was  served  at  noon  by 
members  of  circle  one  with  Mrs.  D. 
E.  Stevenson  in  charge. 

Those  participating  in  the  program 


in  the  afternoon  were,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Fentress,  who  explained  the  symbol¬ 
ism  of  the  emblem;  Mrs.  Perry  Bush, 
who  gave  the  history  of  the  wom¬ 
en’s  missionary  work,  dating  back 
175  years,  in  a  talk  titled,  “Through 
the  Years,”  and  Mrs.  Shirley  Cole¬ 
man,  who  reviewed  the  history  of 
the  Midland  Heights  missionary 
which  had  its  beginning  in  1907  with 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Cato  as  the  first  presi¬ 
dent. 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Vines,  a  member  since 
1912,  was  present. 

Among  special  guests  were  the 
president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Van  Buren, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  and  a  group  from 
that  church;  Mrs.  Ralph  Cornelius, 
district  president,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Mc¬ 
Kee,  Sr.,  district  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Robert  Gregg,  district  secretary  of 
promotion,  Mrs.  James  Elmore,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  Student  work. 


West  Lake  Society 
And  Guild  Join 
For  Party 

“There  is  a  Hush  of  Expectation” 
was  the  topic  of  the  program  for 
the  joint  Christmas  celebration  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  West  Lake  Methodist 
Church. 

Husbands  were  honored  and  secret 
pals  were  revealed  through  a  gift 
exchange  at  this  dinner  meeting  held 
in  the  fellowship  hall  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  1,  at  6:30  p.m.  The  Reverend 
Rex  Squyres,  pastor,  gave  the  invo¬ 
cation,  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guillory,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  society,  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  was 
in  charge  of  the  program.  In  the 
absence  of  the  Guild  president,  Mrs. 
John  A.  Craver,  Mrs.  Guillory  in¬ 
troduced  the  topic  “There  is  a  Hush 
of  Expectation.” 

Mrs.  Fred  Fanta  led  the  respon¬ 
sive  reading  followed  by  the  group 
singing  “The  First  Noel”  with  Mrs. 
Elaine  Silliman  at  the  piano.  Others 
appearing  on  the  program  and  the 
topics  used  were  Mrs.  Bill  Hess, 
Korea;  Mrs.  Thomas  Miller,  Mexico; 
Mrs.  Fred  Fanta,  Belgian  Congo;  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  M.  Appleby,  Philippines. 

Mrs.  John  Farrell  and  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Sargent  were  co-chairmen  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  decorate  the  Christmas  tree 
and  tables.  Mrs.  John  A.  Craver  pro¬ 
vided  the  nativity  scene  and  other 
decorations  for  the  program. 

Mrs.  Frank  Simpson  and  Mrs.  T. 
P.  Fontenot  headed  the  food  com¬ 
mittee. 

Mrs.  Guillory  introduced  a  special 
guest,  Mrs.  Maurice  H.  Clark,  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  formerly  of 
West  Lake.  Mrs.  Clark  served  as 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
and  was  a  member  and  active  leader 
for  many  years. 

Approximately  sixty-five  persons 
participated  in  the  group  singing  and 
the  exchange  of  gifts  which  followed 
the  program.  Mrs.  Clarence  D. 
Adams  was  in  charge  of  distributing 
the  gifts,  and  was  assisted  by  Frank 
Simpson,  Walter  H.  Burris,  Bob 
Blomquist  and  J.  M.  Guillory. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  recently  completed  require¬ 
ments,  and  is  now  eligible  to  re¬ 
ceive  Jurisdictional  Recognition  on 
the  book  study  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions. 

The  president,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guillory, 
introduced  the  guest  speaker,  Mrs. 
Howard  Carter  of  Lake  Charles,  who 
addressed  the  group  at  the  final  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  study. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Silliman  gave  the  de¬ 
votional  and  also  led  the  singing. 
The  organist  was  Mrs.  S.  R.  Burch. 

The  worship  center  was  arranged 
by  Mrs.  E.  E.  Grout  with  a  display 
of  miniature  flags  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  a  globe,  a  cross  and  a  candle 
symbolic  of  the  light  of  Christ. 

The  closing  prayer  was  by  the 
Reverend  Rex  Squyres,  pastor. 


Women  in  the  Church 

By  Mary  Fowler 

“The  current  twelve  months — to 
July  1960 — has  been  proclaimed 
‘World  Refugee  Year,’  ”  notes  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  Methodist  Church,  in  calling  at¬ 
tention  of  2,000,000  women  of  that 
Church  to  the  observance.  “The  aims 
of  this  year  are  to  focus  interest  on 
the  refugee  problem  and  to  encour¬ 
age  adequate  contributions  from 
governments,  voluntary  agencies  and 
the  public  for  its  solution.  The  aim 
of  the  program  is  to  find  permanent 
solutions  for  the  great  numbers  of 
refugees.  The  most  serious  needs 
are  among  the  new  refugees  in 
Greece,  the  European  refugees  in 
mainland  China  and  Hong  Kong,  and 
the  Algerian  refugees  in  Morocco 
and  Tunisia  and  for  a  program  of 
assistance  to  non-settled  handicap¬ 
ped  refugees  living  outside  camps 
in  Europe.” 


The  greatest  change  in  drinking 
habits  in  recent  years  has  occurred 
among  the  women  of  the  country, 
according  to  Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooten, 
general  secretary  of  the  Methodist 


Board  of  Temperance,  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  notes  that  recent  polls  in¬ 
dicate  that  55  per  cent  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  women  now  abstain  from  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors,  compared  to  only 
46  per  cent  two  years  ago.  If  this 
present  trend  continues,  Dr.  Hooten 
explained,  by  1960  nearly  60  per 
cent  of  the  women  in  the  United 
States  will  not  drink.  He  also  noted 
that  there  are  many  non-drinkers 
among  outstanding  women  leaders 
in  government,  radio,  television,  the 
theatre,  and  numerous  professions. 


As  part  of  the  observation  of  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  beginning 
of  missionary  work  in  Korea,  six 
new  Methodist  Church  buildings,  all 
made  possible  by  missionary  funds 
from  the  U.S.A.,  have  recently  been 
dedicated.  Methodist  women  are 
concerned  with  all  six  enterprises. 
The  Welch  Chapel  on  the  campus 
of  the  Methodist  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Seoul  honors  Bishop  Her¬ 
bert  Welch,  of  New  York,  former 
Methodist  administrator  in  Korea, 
and  the  late  Mrs.  Welch;  a  dormi¬ 
tory,  Billingsley  Hall,  at  Ewha  Wom¬ 
an’s  University  in  Seoul,  honors  Dr. 


Arkadelphia  District 
Executive  Meeting 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  Arkadelphia  District  met  No¬ 
vember  15,  1959,  at  the  Methodist 
Student  Center  in  Arkadelphia,  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Mrs.  Horace  Fisher,  District 
President,  presided.  Thirteen  mem¬ 
bers  answered  roll  call  and  enthus¬ 
iastic  reports  were  heard  from  each 
officer  present. 

Mrs.  H.  King  Wade,  Spiritual  Life 
Secretary,  reported  “The  Quiet  Day 
Apart”  which  was  recently  held  in 
Malvern.  Sixty-eight  attended  and 
the  day  was  most  inspirational.  The 
theme  for  the  day  was  “The  Secret 
of  His  presence.”  Mrs.  Charles  Al¬ 
bright,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Spiritual  Life,  attended  and  helped 
to  make  the  day  truly  a  high  point 
in  the  district. 


Walnut  Ridge 

Presents 

Membership 

Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Stewart,  Jr.,  was 
presented  a  Life  Membership  pin  by 
the  Walnut  Ridge  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  at  its  meeting 
Tuesday,  December  8.  The  pin,  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  John  Grigsby,  was 
for  “Outstanding  work  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

Mrs.  Stewart  is  the  wife  of  the 
pastor  of  the  Walnut  Ridge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Primary  Department  of  the 
Church  School,  and  is  secretary  of 
children’s  work  for  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service. 

Twenty-eight  members  attended 
the  general  meeting  with  Mrs.  Jim 
Bland,  Jr.,  in  charge  of  the  program. 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Wilson  presided  at  the 
business  meeting. 

Woman’s  Society 
Organized  At 
Grange 

Miss  Iris  Bell,  deaconess  in  the 
Batesville  District,  met  with  the 
women  at  Grange  and  organized  a 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  Mrs.  Vern  Puckett,  president; 
Mrs.  Alyce  Sawyer,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Ernest  Anderson,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Mrs.  A.  Montgomery, 
spiritual  life. 

Secretaries  of  other  lines  of  work 
will  be  chosen  as  the  membership 
grows. 


Margaret  Billingsley,  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  and  secretary;  the  Head¬ 
quarters  Building  for  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  in  Seoul  and  the 
Union  Christian  Hospital  in  Wonju 
are  replacements  of  earlier  mission 
edifices;  a  chapel-auditorium  for  the 
Pai  Wha  Girls’  School  in  Seoul  cares 
for  the  Christian  training  of  women 
in  that  school;  a  Women’s  Dormitory 
at  the  Methodist  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  houses  women  candidates  for 
the  ministry  and  for  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  services. 
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Total  Enlistment  of  the  Family 


By  Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner 
Resident  Bishop,  Ohio  Area 


ENLIST  the  family  for  Christ  and  you  are 
at  the  heart  of  the  matter.  The  family  is 
an  aggregate  of  personal  life,  a  symmetry 
of  persons  in  intimate  relationship.  Evan¬ 
gelize  that  symmetry  of  persons  and  the  job  is 
done. 

The  quickest  ana  oest  way  to  get  at  the  70,- 
000,000  unchurched  persons  in  America  is 
through  the  doorway  of  the  home.  ‘That  God 
may  open  to  us  a  door  to  speak  of  Christ.”  He 
has!  It’s  a  door  that  leads  to  family  life.  Ac¬ 
tually  if  you  were  to  set  out  to  devise  some  way 
of  bringing  people  together  into  units  in  ordei 
to  make  them  more  sensitive  to  the  redemptive 
gospel,  you  would  arrive  at  something  like  a 
family. 

After  all,  at  its  best  the  Church  itself  is  like 
a  family.  “The  Church  like  the  family  is  truly 
a  living  organism,”  says  Wesner  Fallaw  in  his 
book  The  Modem  Parent  and  the  Teaching 
Church,  “an  individual  organism.  And  the  best 
way  for  any  local  church  to  obtain  its  organic 
wholeness  is  for  the  family  units  which  make 
up  its  fellowship  to  nurture  growing  persons  in 
the  mood  and  purposes  which  the  Church  as  the 
body  of  Christ  possesses.”  We  had  better  take 
the  evangelistic  message  to  the  home. 

Since  this  movement  of  total  enlistment  of 
persons  is  at  once  a  quality  and  a  quantity  all- 
out  endeavor,  again  the  home  is  the  answer.  If 
we  understand  it  correctly,  what  we  need  is  a 
better  religious  life  in  America  and  more  of  it. 
We  want  more  people  to  become  Christian  and 
church  members  to  become  more  Christian. 
When  it  comes  to  numerical  growth,  remember 
that  families  are  increasing  in  size  and  that  they 
are  also  growing  in  number.  We  are  told  that 
by  1975  there  will  be  54,000,000  families.  In  the 
spiritual  economy  of  our  day  let  us  meet  this 
bounding  population  rise  by  converting  families. 
Family  evangelism  is  a  3-D  accomplishment.  By 
this  approach  we  evangelize.  (1)  the  parents, 
(2)  the  coming  generation,  (3)  the  climate  of  the 
home.  Win  the  family  and  you  do  not  win  one 
person  but  two  or  three  or  four  or  perhaps  a 
half-dozen  individuals.  We  need  a  packaged 
evangelism. 

Look  at  this  proposal  concerning  families 
more  closely.  Enlist  the  family  and  you  have 
an  atmosphere  of  Christlikeness  that  will  pre¬ 
serve  and  grow  each  individual  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Enlist  the  family  and  children  grow 
spiritually  while  they  grow  physically  and  so¬ 


cially.  (No  longer  is  it  wise  for  parents  to  rely 
wholly  upon  the  30  or  40  minutes  of  Sunday 
morning  instruction  to  grow  Christian  char¬ 
acter.  The  teacher  must  have  the  help  of  dedi¬ 
cated  Christian  parents.) 

— Enlist  the  family  and  you  establish  co¬ 
operation  and  encouragement  for  service  in  the 
Church  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  it. 

— Enlist  the  family  and  you  tap  the  rich  re¬ 
source  of  a  family-feeling  for  the  strengthening 
of  Christian  living. 

— Enlist  the  family  and  a  child  is  helped  to 
remain  Christian  through  the  rebelliousness  of 


The  following  article,  sixth  of  the  series, 
is  chapter  VII  of  "Total  Enlistment,"  a  re¬ 
cent  publication  of  Methodist  Evangelistic 
Materials  and  is  used  here  by  special  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism.  The  article  is  here  published  to 
further  Methodism's  Total  Enlistment  pro¬ 
gram  during  1959  and  1960. 


adolescence  as  well  as  the  disillusionments  of 
youth. 

—Enlist  the  family  and  the  new  life  centered 
in  Christ  will  reveal  the  unselfishness  of  the 
mother  in  such  a  way  as  to  confirm  a  child’s 
belief  in  Jesus,  reveal  the  compassion  of  the 
father  in  such  a  way  as  to  confirm  a  child’s  be¬ 
lief  in  God. 

— Enlist  the  family  and  you  make  available 
the  kind  of  associations  within  the  Church  that 
will  enable  the  family  to  be  strong  and  stable 
in  a  pagan  society. 

The  family  offers  vital  possibilities  for  total 
enlistment  life.  The  American  family  of  today 
is  not  so  much  a  social  problem  as  it  is  a  spirit¬ 
ual  opportunity.  Bishop  Baker  said  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Family  Life  Conference,  “When  a  family 
truly  lives  its  religion,  it  makes  a  difference  no 
matter  whether  that  family  lives  in  ancient 
Egypt  or  Twentieth  Century  America.”  Not  only 
can  we  help  the  family  meet  its  problems  but 
the  Church  can  enter  the  home  and  actually 
perform  its  work  within  the  family’s  life. 

The  home  is  the  port  of  entry  for  evangel¬ 
ism.  We  have  not  begun  to  realize  the  progress 
we  can  make  for  Christ  through  the  home.  Big 
business  has  discovered  the  home  as  an  open 
sesame  for  its  products  and  has  moved  in  with 
its  allure.  Commercial  ads  still  show  the  beau¬ 


tiful  woman,  but  now  as  a  wife  and  a  mother. 
These  ads  picture  the  family  group  as  seen  pull¬ 
ing  up  to  the  neighborhood  gas  station,  at  a 
backyard  barbecue,  or  eating  cereal  from  the 
family  assortment  boxes. 

How  wise  we  would  be  to  make  a  focal 
evangelistic  approach  to  the  family  itself!  No¬ 
where  is  life  so  daily  as  in  the  home. 

Where  is  it  more  important  to  be  Christian 
than  in  the  home  where  you  face  your  family, 
when  you  have  been  let  out  of  your  job,  when 
you  don’t  know  what  direction  your  child’s  ill¬ 
ness  will  take,  when  your  boy  is  determined  to 
marry  a  girl  of  another  faith? 

The  family  is  a  “built-in”  for  the  Christian 
cause.  We  do  not  begin  life  as  individuals;  we 
begin  life  in  relationships.  These  relationships 
for  all  effect  must  be  Christianized.  Like  the 
control  of  electrical  power  for  illumination  in 
your  home,  open  one  switch  and  you  bring  light 
to  the  whole  house,  so  you  can  make  one  ap¬ 
proach  offering  salvation  for  the  entire  family. 

Enlist  the  Whole  Family  for  Christ 
Enlist  the  whole  family  and  you  help  to 
solve  the  disturbing  problem  of  the  enormous 
loss  of  church  members.  Last  year  we  dropped 
200,000  persons  from  our  rolls  through  the  action 
of  the  quarterly  conferences.  What  does  the 
family  have  to  do  with  this?  When  the  whole 
family  is  Christian,  the  likelihood  of  inactivity 
on  the  part  of  any  one  of  the  family  is  greatly 
lessened.  In  India,  to  convert  one  member  of 
the  village  is  futile.  His  faith  will  not  stand 
the  attrition  of  the  non-Christian  influences.  A 
man  does  not  become  a  Christian  alone.  In 
America  it  is  hard  to  keep  a  person  active  and 
alive  in  a  church  relationship  against  an  opposite 
pull  of  the  family. 

Too  many  families  have  hold  of  the  Church 
by  one  finger,  thence  the  inactive  member.  The 
whole  family  enlisted  is  the  answer  to  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  people  going  out  the  back  door.  A  child 
that  is  sent  rather  than  taken  to  church  school 
and  church,  a  mother  who  attends  alone,  in  time, 
enthusiasm  wanes,  and  loyalty  lessens  until  fi¬ 
nally  it  dies  out  altogether.  You  have  undoubt¬ 
edly  noticed  that  the  unbroken  constancy  of 
one  member  of  the  family  who  keeps  on  attend¬ 
ing,  working,  giving,  is  so  unusual  as  to  incur 
the  comment  of  the  members  of  the  given 
church.  When  the  whole  family  attends,  serves 
and  gives,  you  have  greatly  lessened  the  peril 
of  inactivity. 

Enlistment  of  the  Members  of  the  Family 
for  Service 

Enlist  the  family  for  the  fulfillment  of  the 
membership  vow  to  attend — to  serve.  Parents, 
of  course,  can  be  unwisely  over-burdened  with 
church  work.  The  Church  has  been  guilty  in 
more  than  one  instance  of  robbing  families  of 
sufficient  home  life.  The  pastor  who  distributes 
the  responsibilities  of  volunteer  service  over  a 
large  range  of  his  membership  is  a  wise  pastor. 
However,  the  writer  has  found  that  wherever 
a  Christian,  family  is  reasonably  active  in  the 
Church,  children  grow  natural  and  vital  Chris¬ 
tian  lives. 

Again,  at  least  a  reasonable  doubt  can  be 
cast  on  the  kind  of  church  programizing  that 
means  the  families  are  constantly  divided  on 
age  levels.  Enlist  the  family  to  attend  church 
as  a  family.  There  is  something  about  a  small 
boy  sitting  close  to  his  Dad,  or  between  his  Dad 
and  Mother  in  the  family  pew,  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  for  which  there  is  no  substitution.  Since 
the  secularized  pattern  of  community  life  con¬ 
stantly  divides  the  members  of  a  family  in  re¬ 
spect  to  age  levels,  a  church  ought  to  help  to 
unite  the  family  by  providing  family  nights, 
family  camps,  family  festivals,  and  family  wor¬ 
ship  so  that  the  family,  as  a  family,  again  and 
again,  is  together  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  di¬ 
vine  and  of  the  wholesome. 

Family  Enlisted  to  Be  Totally  Christian 
In  the  interest  of  enlisting  persons  to  be 
more  Christian,  consider  the  family.  This  pro¬ 
posal  to  make  church  members  more  Christian 
is  a  real  issue.  “Many  still  kneel  in  fervent 
prayer  at  night,”  Vance  Packard  reminds  us  in 
his  book  The  Status  Seekers  .  .  . 

“For  the  majority  of  American  Christians, 
however,  going  to  church  is  the  nice  thing 
that  proper  people  do  on  Sundays.  It  adver¬ 
tises  their  respectability,  gives  them  a  warm 
feeling  that  they  are  behaving  in  a  way  their 
God-fearing  ancestors  would  approve,  and 
(Continued1  on  page  13) 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

Why  the  Child  Grew  in  Favor 

At  the  Christmas  season  we 
think  especially  of  the  Baby  Jesus, 
of  the  Mother  who  bore  him,  of 
Joseph  who  cared  for  them  both; 
and  of  the  angels,  the  shepherds, 
and  the  wise  men  who  heralded 
and  greeted  his  coming  and  their 
hope  in  him.  And  it  is  right  that 
we  should  thus  celebrate.  But  the 
promise  and  the  prophecy  concern¬ 
ed  not  so  much  the  early  days  or 
early  years  of  his  life:  they  con¬ 
cerned  what  he  was  to  do  as  a  man. 

In  many  ways,  it  is  unfortunate 
that  we  know  so  little  of  the  teen 
years  of  Jesus — of  his  training  for 
the  three-year  ministry  that  was  to 
shake  mankind  through  all  subse¬ 
quent  history.  “The  hidden  years” 
as  some  have  called  them  —  the 
years  from  twelve  to  thirty  —  are 
almost  a  closed  chapter  to  us.  We 
can  only  make  surmises  as  to  how 
he  was  “obedient”  to  his  parents, 
how  “he  grew  in  favor  with  God 
and  man.”  The  details,  were  they 
available,  might  indeed  make  a 
handbook  for  both  religious  and 
secular  education;  certainly  it 
would  aid  in  mastering  the  problem 
of  parental  negligence  and  ignor¬ 
ance,  to  the  results  of  which  we  so 
easily  give  the  name  “juvenile  de¬ 
linquency.”  (Can  one  be  delinquent 
if  he  fails  to  comply  to  a  standard 
he  was  never  taught?) 

As  we  try  to  peer  into  those 
“hidden  years,”  that  “hidden" 
training  and  discipline  which  made 
Jesus  the  most  magnificent  man 
who  ever  walked  the  earth,  there 
are  some  things  we  know  with  cer¬ 
tainty.  There  was  no  “delinquen¬ 
cy”  on  the  part  of  Mary  or  Joseph; 
there  was  no  shirking  of  the  task 
that  God  committed  to  them.  They 
were  the  basic  teachers,  the  living 
examples,  the  human  portrayals  of 
the  Fatherhood  and  the  Love 
through  which  he  comprehended 
God.  There  was  understanding,  and 
devotion,  and  concern,  and  sharing 
in  that  Nazareth  home,  not  only 
for  the  members  of  the  family  but 
for  the  stranger,  and  the  needy, 
and  the  outcaste  and  forgotten. 
God  was  remembered  at  the  family 
meal,  and  there  was  thankfulness 
for  his  blessings,  joy  in  his  contem¬ 
plation.  And  the  synagogue  and 
the  synagogue  school  added  to  the 
understanding  and  devotion  in¬ 
spired  first  within  the  family  circle. 

We  have  knowledge  that  Jesus 
must  have  read  widely  and  under¬ 
standing^  for  his  day  and  age:  how 
else  could  he  have  confused  ac¬ 
knowledged  scholars  in  their  own 
professions?  But  I  don’t  believe  he 
was  either  a  bookworm  nor  a  pale 
aesthetic.  Every  artist  who  has 
studied  Jesus’  life  paints  him  as  of 
robust  physique:  there  is  indication 
of  physical  strength  in  every  act, 
in  every  word,  and  in  his  sheer 
ability  to  attract  and  hold  the  de¬ 
votion  of  men  of  brawn  and  of  in¬ 
dustry.  And  I  am  convinced  he 
was  a  lover  of  the  out-of-doors:  he 
knew  the  birds,  the  trees,  the 
herbs,  and  the  animals. 

At  this  Christmas,  while  we 
think  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem, 
let  us  also  think  of  his  preparation 
lor  manhood  and  Christ-hood  in 
Nazareth.  And  let  us  ponder  again 
upon  our  training  of  the  babes  and 
the  youths  entrusted  to  our  homes. 


The  Church  That  Meets  in  Your  House 

By  Rev.  Hiram  G.  Conger 
(Visiting  in  Argentina) 

I  have  recently  had  here  in  Argentina  two  very  interesting  experi¬ 
ences  closely  related  in  circumstances  but  widely  separated  geographically. 
They  reminded  me  of  a  salutation  I  found  twice  in  Paul’s  epistles.  In 
Romans  16  he  writes:  “Salute  Priscilla  and  Aquila,  my  fellow  workers  in 
Christ  who  have  risked  their  lives  for  me.  Salute  the  church  that  meets 
in  their  house.”  Again  in  his  Letter  to  Philemon  he  writes:  “Paul  to  our 
beloved  fellow  worker,  Philemon  and  to  the  church  that  meets  in  your 
house,  grace  and  peace.” 

The  pastor  at  Cordoba  was  showing  me  around  the  churches  in  that 
city.  Out  in  one  section  he  took  me  to  one  named  Barrio  Bustus,  and  this 
was  its  story: 


Some  years  ago  a  leading  couple 
of  his  church  used  to  gather  in  their 
home  the  children  of  their  neigh¬ 
borhood  on  Sundays  to  give  them 
religious  instruction  and  to  train 
them  in  Christian  worship.  It  grew 
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(Continued  from  page  12) 
adds  (they  hope)  a  few  cubits  to 
their  social  stature  by  throwing 
them  with  a  social  group  with 
which  they  wish  to  be  identified.” 
If  the  Christian  life  of  the  home 
is  strong,  the  church  life  of  that 
family  will  be  strong.  After  all,  “is 
there  any  other  kind  of  religion 
than  the  one  that  is  lived?” 

One  of  the  imperative  needs  is 
for  church  enrollment  of  families 
in  family  prayer  as  well  as  grace 
at  mealtimes.  If  people  do  not  pray 
at  home  as  members  of  a  family, 
they  will  not  pray  at  worship  as 
members  of  the  Church.  If  God 
has  nothing  to  do  with  their  lives 
in  their  homes  all  during  the  week, 
how  can  they  affirm  or  acknowl¬ 
edge  His  goodness  on  Sunday? 

There  is  little  future  for  organ¬ 
ized  religion  and  the  Church  unless 
we  grow  persons  in  our  homes  who 
learn  to  trust  God,  live  for  Christ, 
and  do  not  compromise.  To  be¬ 
lieve  in  “life  everlasting”  as  they 
recite  the  Creed  has  meaning  for 
members  of  the  family,  when  by 
faith  they  meet  their  bereavements. 
Unless  religion  is  to  be  just  a  Sun¬ 
day  morning  habit,  certainly  faith, 
love,  truth,  and  integrity  will  be 
demonstrated  in  family  life. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Thompson  in  his  book 
The  Adventure  of  Love  tells  us 
that  a  number  of  graduate  students 
of  the  University  of  Chicago,  when 
asked  where  they  got  their  major 
ideas  on  morals  and  religion,  re¬ 
plied,  ‘Through  the  conversations 
in  our  family  at  mealtime:”  What 
a  different  picture  is  presented  by 
Edward  and  Anna  Gebhard  who 
quoted  a  college  student  as  saying: 

“All  Dad  cares  about  is  making 
money,  and  he  doesn’t  care  too 
much  how  he  does  it  either.  Oh, 

I  know  Dad  would  be  shocked  to 
hear  me  say  that.  He  probably 
would  like  to  have  me  think  that 
what  he  cares  about  most  is  being 
chairman  of  the  church  board  of 
trustees.  But  you  should  hear  him 
talk  when  he  sees  a  chance  to 
make  an  extra  dollar  even  at  the 
expense  of  someone  else.” 

When  the  family  is  Christian,  all 
that  goes  on  in  the  lives  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  the  distresses,  the  expectancies, 
the  privileges,  the  discipline  all  are 
experiences  with  God.  This  same 
religious  experience  that  is  so  clear¬ 
ly  made  explicit  in  the  church  must 
take  place  as  definitely  in  the  home. 
To  take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer 
may  be  old-fashioned  but  it  is 
modern  in  its  results.  The  family 
that  lives  this  way  has  the  strength 
that  comes  with  being  fully  Chris¬ 
tian. 


so  great  in  numbers  that  at  one 
time  it  was  the  largest  Sunday 
school  in  the  city. 

From  it  there  developed  a  church 
service  and  the  couple  fixed  up 
their  front  room  as  a  meeting  place. 
That  led  them  to  promise  that  they 
would  give  their  home  as  a  church, 
they  living  in  the  small  quarters  at 
the  rear. 

In  time  the  man  passed  away, 
but  his  widow  said,  “We  promised 
this  home  as  a  church  and  I  will 
stand  by  the  promise.  When  I  go, 
the  church  in  my  house  will  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Church.” 

When  the  pastor  took  me  to  see 
it,  I  found  an  attractively-painted 
building  front  in  the  midst  of  a 
solid  row  of  drab  houses.  The 
widow,  Mrs.  Rosario  de  Loydi,  who 
had  been  injured  in  an  accident, 
was  sitting  in  the  back  and  talked 
with  me.  She  was  loath  to  have 
her  picture  taken,  but  she  agreed. 

She  and  her  late  husband  have 
given  a  rich  testimony  for  their 
Lord  and  have  rendered  a  fine 
service  for  Him.  It  is  thought  that 
when  she  goes,  a  new  sanctuary 
will  be  built  on  their  property. 

This  of  itself  seemed  like  a  good 
story  to  tell,  then  three  days  later 
on  a  Sunday  I  witnessed  another: 

In  Buenos  Aires  I  was  invited  to 
go  to  a  small  church  service  but 
nothing  was  said  as  to  where.  When 
we  drove  up  to  it,  I  discovered  it 
was  a  small  attractive  home.  The 
front  room  had  been  set  up  with 
chairs,  and  a  bench,  and  a  worship 
center.  The  people  began  to  come 
and  one  woman  arrived  carrying  a 
folding  chair,  announcing  that  she 
had  brought  her  own  chair.  It  was 
needed. 

The  story  is  that  some  months 
ago  five  or  six  members  of  the 
large  Ramos  Mejia  church,  who 
lived  fully  half  an  hour  away  from 
their  church  and  with  uncertain 
transportation,  asked  their  pastor 
if  it  would  be  “all  right”  if  they 
went  to  the  nearby  Brethren 
Church.  He  told  them  that  it  would 
be  better  than  not  to  go  to  any 
church.  But  they  did  not  feel  at 
home  there.  One  couple  offered 
their  home,  and  just  nine  months 
ago  a  church  was  organized  and 
services  begun  in  their  home. 

Ordinations, 
Groundbreakings 
Mark  Conference 

Four  ministers  were  ordained  and 
ground  was  broken  for  a  men’s 
dormitory  and  a  Christian  student 
center  at  Soochow  University  on 
Taiwan  during  the  fourth  annual 
session  of  the  Taiwan-Hongkong 
Methodist  Conference  late  in  Oc¬ 
tober. 

Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  presiding  bishop  of  the 
conference,  ordained  four  young 
Chinese  men  to  the  ministry  _ 


Iron  By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


used  by  a  kinsman  for  branding 
cattle.  At  first  it  seemed  a  far  cry 
from  this  instrument  of  the  cattle 
industry  to  any  moral  issue.  But 
shortly  I  read  Paul’s  statement 
about  people  who  had  their  con¬ 
science  “seared  with  a  hot  iron.” 
There  you  have  it — a  branded  con¬ 
science.  Evidently  Paul  had  seen 
some  branding  operations,  probably 
on  people.  For  they  branded  men 
and  women  in  those  days.  Slaves 
were  often  branded  to  show  who 
owned  them,  and  criminals  to  show 
what  crime  they  had  committed. 
Many  believed  this  brand  was  tak¬ 
en  into  the  after  life  with  them.  A 
brand  in  the  flesh  makes  the  spot 
insensitive  to  any  normal  stimulus. 
So  Paul  carries  the  branding  iron 
over  into  the  spiritual  area  of  life 
as  a  symbol.  Those  people  had  a 
marked  conscience — branded  as  the 
slaves  of  sin,  criminals  against  their 
own  best  selves.  He  described  them 
as  “speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy.” 
They  were  hypocrites  and  bolstered 
their  position  by  falsehood. 

The  word  “conscience”  is  used 
in  the  New  Testament  thirty  times, 
with  many  references  and  allusions 
that  do  not  use  the  word  itself. 
Even  a  brief  study  shows  that  the 
conscience  is  the  very  core  of 
Christian  living.  It  is  the  holding 
ground  of  faith.  “Holding  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  faith  in  a  good  conscience,” 
is  one  expression  of  it.  And  an¬ 
other  says  that  those  who  put  away 
a  good  conscience  “make  shipwreck 
of  faith.”  It  is  the  channel  through 
which  Christian  action  moves  ef¬ 
fectively,  “the  end  of  the  command¬ 
ment  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart 
and  a  good  conscience.”  (1  Tim.  1:5) 
Dr.  W.  J.  Henderson,  Christian 
scholar  of  note,  says:  “Conscience 
is  a  man’s  capacity  to  receive  pro¬ 
gressively  a  revelation  of  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  God.”  It  should  mean 
that  to  every  man,  and  kept  sensi¬ 
tive — not  “seared.” 

Well,  human  beings  are  no  longer 
branded  with  hot  irons.  But  a  man 
may  get  his  conscience  branded  if 
he  isn  t  morally  careful.  Recently 
“a  hot  tip”  on  how  to  make  big 
money  easily  did  it  to  some  who 
were  much  in  the  public  eye,  and 
still  are  with  an  unsightly  brand 
on  them.  The  friction  of  conflict¬ 
ing  interests  does  it  to  many.  We 
could  go  on  to  great  length  listing 
things  that  make  conscience  in¬ 
sensitive,  but  to  no  good  end.  Ev¬ 
ery  man  must  find  out  for  himself, 
and  he  alone  can  take  action  on  his 
findings.  A  good  course  to  follow  is 
this:  “I  exercise  myself,  to  have  al¬ 
ways  a  conscience  void  of  offense 
towards  God  and  man.”  (Acts  24: 


Moses  Lee,  Benjamin  T.  L.  Fong, 
Lincoln  Leung  and  William  C.  c' 
Peng.  They  will  serve  growing 
Methodist  churches  both  on  Taiwan 
and  in  Hongkong. 

At  a  service  attended  by  several 
hundred  persons  including  govern¬ 
ment  officials,  Bishop  Moore  broke 
ground  for  two  buildings. 
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This  new  building  of  modern  architectural  design  houses  the  Union 
Christian  Hospital  in  Wonju,  Korea,  and  was  one  of  six  Methodist  or  Meth¬ 
odist-related  buildings  dedicated  within  a  month's  time  this  fall.  The  hos¬ 
pital  has  50  beds  and  was  financed  jointly  by  the  Korean  Methodist  Church, 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  the  Korean  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada.  (Methodist  Prints  by 
James  H.  Moore) 

6  Methodist  Buildings  Dedicated  in  Korea 


odist  Headquarters  Building  will 
house  the  administrative  offices  of 
the  bishop  and  the  national  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Korean  branches  of 
the  Methodist  Committee  for  Over¬ 
seas  Relief  and  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  dedication  service  was 
conducted  on  the  roof  of  the  five- 
story  building. 


“Dedications  are  the  order  of  the  day,”  writes  a  Methodist  news  cor¬ 
respondent  in  telling  of  the  dedication  and  opening  of  six  major  new 
Methodist  or  Methodist-related  buildings  this  fall  in  Korea.  They  range 
from  college  dormitories  to  a  new  headquarters  for  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church. 

The  new  buildings  were  dedicated  over  a  period  of  a  month  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October,  and  the  participants  in  the  various  ceremonies  in¬ 
cluded  Bishop  Chong  Pil  Kim  and  former  Bishop  Hyungki  J.  Lew  of  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  and  Dr.  Margaret  Billingsley  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Thoburn  T.  Brumbaugh  of  New  York,  executive  secretaries  for  East  Asia 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  American  Methodists  made  substantial 


contributions  to  the  new  structures 
The  buildings  dedicated  were: 

The  Welch  Memorial  Chapel  on 
the  campus  of  the  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Seoul; 

A  dormitory,  Billingsley  Hall,  at 
Ewha  Woman’s  University  in  Seoul; 

Headquarters  Building  for  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  in  Seoul; 

The  Union  Christian  Hospital  in 
Wonju; 

A  chapel-auditorium  for  the  Pai 
Wha  Girls’  School  in  Seoul; 

A  Women’s  Dormitory  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary. 

Reports  on  the  buildings  and  the 
dedications  were  sent  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  A.  Sauer  of  Circleville, 
Ohio,  a  missionary  and  Methodist 
news  correspondent  for  Korea,  and 
Miss  Jean  Marie  Powell  of  Hays, 
Kan.,  a  three-year  missionary  to 
Korea.  Miss  Powell  wrote  that  all 
of  the  new  buildings  are  “visible 
symbols  of  the  growth  of  the  church 
in  this  land.” 

The  Welch  Memorial  Chapel  was 
dedicated  in  honor  of  Bishop  Her¬ 
bert  Welch  of  New  York,  who  at  97 
is  the  senior  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  of  the  late  Mrs.  Welch. 
Bishop  Welch  was  the  Methodist 
bishop  of  Korea  from  1916  to  1928. 


The  chapel  seats  500  on  the  main 
floor  and  200  in  the  gallery. 

The  Women’s  Dormitory  provides 
housing  for  40  women  studying  at 
the  Methodist  Theological  Seminary. 
The  building  includes  sleeping  fa¬ 
cilities,  a  dining  hall  and  a  small 
apartment  used  as  a  residence  for 
a  missionary. 

“The  Welch  Memorial  Chapel  and 
the  Women’s  Dormitory  represent 
the  completion  of  two  fine  units  of 
the  seminary’s  comprehensive  build¬ 
ing  program,”  Dr.  Sauer  wrote. 
“The  next  step  will  be  to  put  up  a 
new  classroom  building.” 

Built  of  reinforced  cement,  the 
four-story  Billingsley  Hall  at  Ewha 
Woman's  University  is  named  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Margaret  Billingsley 
because  of  the  “continuous  help  Dr. 
Billingsley  has  given  to  Ewha.”  The 
dormitory  has  199  bedrooms  and 
can  accommodate  about  700  persons. 
Dr.  Helen  Kim,  president  of  Ewha, 
presided  at  the  dedication.  The  par¬ 
ticipants  included  Dr.  Billingsley 
and  Jai  You  Choi,  Minister  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  in  the  Korean  Government. 
Ewha  with  6,000  students  is  said 
to  be  the  largest  woman’s  university 
in  the  world. 

Situated  on  a  main  thoroughfare 
in  downtown  Seoul,  the  new  Meth¬ 


The  new  Union  Christian  Hos¬ 
pital,  described  by  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  as  “one  of  the 
most  needed  hospitals  in  any  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  field,”  is  a  joint  proj¬ 
ect  of  several  cooDerating  agencies 
—  the  Korean  Methodist  Church, 
the  Korean  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
and  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canqda.  The  50- 
bed  institution,  which  serves  a 
large  rural  area  began  receiving  pa¬ 
tients  early  in  November.  Related 
to  the  hospital  are  a  tuberculosis 
clinic  and  a  leprosarium.  One  of  the 
two  missionary  doctors  is  Dr.  Don¬ 
ald  S.  Mattson,  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  from  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

“A  dream  has  come  true  for  the 
faculty  and  students  of  Pai  Wha 
Girls’  School  in  the  dedication  of 
the  new  chapel-auditorium,”  Miss 
Powell  wrote.  Planned  since  1947, 
the  combination  building  was  elect¬ 
ed  largely  from  money  given  by 
Methodist  women  in  the  1955  Week 
of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  offer¬ 
ing.  The  chapel-auditorium  con¬ 
tains  a  drama  auditorium,  piano 
practice  rooms,  audio-visual  rooms 
and  a  large  chapel  that  is  expected 
to  become  one  of  the  centers  of 
school  life.  Pai  Wha  has  an  en¬ 
rollment  of  more  than  1,200  stu¬ 
dents. 
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Meth.  Missionaries 
Honored  by  Japan 

Two  Methodist  missionaries  were 
among  three  recipients  November 
3  of  the  first  International  Cultural 
Award  to  be  granted  by  Hyogo  pre¬ 
fecture  (state)  in  Japan. 

The  missionaries  honored  were 
Professor  Roy  A.  Smith,  Colusa,  Ill., 
and  Miss  Mabel  Whitehead  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.  The  International 

Cultural  Awards  were  presented 
by  Hyogo  prefecture  at  the  same 
time  as  the  Hyogo  Prefectural  Cul¬ 
tural  and  Technical  Awards  to  Ja¬ 
panese  citizens. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  retired  missionary  of 
the  Division  of  World  Missions, 
continues  to  teach  at  the  Kobe  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Commerce,  where  he  has 
taught  almost  continuously  since 
1909.  Miss  Whitehead,  still  on  ac¬ 
tive  service  under  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service,  is  hon¬ 
orary  president  of  Seiwa  Women’s 
Junior  College  in  Nishinomiya. 

Born  in  Colusa,  Ill.,  Mr.  Smith 
spent  his  early  life  there  and  first 
went  to  Japan  in  1903  as  a  teacher 
under  the  International  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  In  1909 
he  was  assigned  to  teach  at  the 
Kobe  University  of  Commerce,  a 
government  school,  and  for  many 
years  was  the  only  Westerner  on 
the  staff.  He  did  Christian  evan¬ 
gelistic,  counseling  and  teaching 
work  among  the  students  of  that 
school  and  of  other  government 
schools.  After  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  II,  Mr.  Smith  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  continue  his  work  until 
June,  1942,  and  after  his  return  to 
the  United  States  did  work  among 
Japanese-Americans  resettled  from 
their  homes.  He  became  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  1917.  * 

Born  in  Arcadia,  Mo.,  Miss  White- 
head  spent  her  early  life  there  and 
in  Alabama,  where  her  minister 
father  was  assistant  editor  and  bus¬ 
iness  manager  of  the  Alabama 
Christian  Advocate  (now  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Christian  Advocate) .  She  went 
to  Japan  as  a  missionary  in  1917 
and  did  rural  evangelistic  work  for 
eight  years.  In  1925  she  was  named 
dean  of  the  theological  department 
of  the  Lambuth  Training  School  for 
Christian  Workers  in  Nishinomiya 
and  has  been  related  to  that  insti¬ 
tution  for  the  last  34  years  as  teach- 
president  and  honorary  president. 
She  was  responsible  for  reorganiz¬ 
ing  the  school  in  1946  as  Seiwa 
Women’s  Junior  College. 

Miss  Wfliitehead  received  the 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  Bir¬ 
mingham-Southern  College  (then 
Birmingham  College)  in  1912.  the 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  education 
from  Tulane  University  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.,  in  1915  and  the  master 
of  arts  degree  in  church  history 
from  Emory  University  near  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  in  1923. 
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Obituaries 

WADE  —  Funeral  services  for  Mrs. 
C.  J.  Wade,  76,  who  died  Thursday, 
November  26,  at  a  rest  home  in 
Denning,  was  held  Saturday,  No¬ 
vember  28,  at  2  p.m.,  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Prairie  View,  Ark. 
Rev.  Dave  Smitherman,  pastor,  and 
Rev.  W.  J.  Spicer  of  Booneville  of¬ 
ficiated.  Burial  in  the  Prairie  View 
cemetery  was  under  the  direction  of 
Cox  Funeral  Home. 

Mrs.  Wade  was  born  in  Trenton, 
Tenn.  The  Wade  family,  formerly 
resided  in  Scranton  while  the  late 
Rev.  C.  J.  Wade  was  pastor  of  the 
Scranton-Prairie  View  Methodist 
ehurches.  She  had  resided  the  past 
several  years  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Herman  Sells  of  Ozark. 

Survivors  are  three  daughters, 
Mrs.  Sells  of  Ozark,  Mrs.  Luther 
Foote  of  Spearville,  Kansas,  and 
Mrs.  Roy  Spicer  of  Prairie  View; 
one  son,  Frank  Wade  of  Scranton; 
eight  grandchildren;  13  great- 
grandchildren;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Ef- 
fie  Lilliker  of  Jonesboro;  and  three 
brothers,  J.  R.  Pearigen  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  E.  E.  and  C.  R. 
Pearigen  both  of  Union  City,  Tenn. 

Pallbearers  were  A.  M.  McKen- 
non.  Sr.,  Guyth  Rogers,  Buford 
Parks,  Eugene  Jackman,  J.  N.  Birk- 
head  and  Fay  Needham. 


KISER  —  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Kiser, 
missionary  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  North  Africa  (Algeria  and  Tun- 
isa)  from  1919  to  1931,  and  more  re¬ 
cently  an  associate  pastor  of  the 
Hanson  Place  Church,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  died  in  the  Memorial  Home 
Community,  Penney  Farms,  Florida. 
He  had  retired  from  the  active  pas¬ 
torate  in  1956.  He  was  73  years  of 
age. 

Born  in  Andale,  Kansas,  Mr. 
Kiser  was  educated  at  Baker  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Garrett  Biblical  Insti¬ 
tute.  He  was  ordained  in  the  South¬ 
west  Kansas  Conference;  was  a 
chaplain  in  France  during  World 
War  I;  served  in  Algiers,  in  Con¬ 
stantine,  and  in  Tunis  as  pastor  and 
as  superintendent  of  homes  for  boys. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  —  the 
former  Karen  Hansen  —  who  re¬ 
sides  at  the  Penney  Farms. 


FREEMAN  —  Rev.  Mark  Freeman, 
D.  D.,  who  was  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  on  the  Island  of 
Banka  for  six  years,  and  on  the  Is- 


This  is  Home  to  60  Fatherless  Families 

By  Charles  A.  Sauer 
Methodist  News  Correspondent  in  Korea 


Plan  Evangelistic 
Visit  to  Dominican 
Republic  in  1960 

For  the  third  year,  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  (Protestant)  Church  of  the  Do¬ 
minican  Republic  will  be  host  in 
1960  to  a  team  of  fifteen  to  twenty 
visiting  evangelists  from  the  United 
States,  of  whom  probably  one-half 
will  be  Methodists. 

The  evangelistic  crusade  to  be 
conducted  by  the  visitors  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  ministers  and  laymen 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  is  part 
of  a  5-year  “forward  movement” 
of  the  Dominican  church.  The 
church  has  about  3,000  members  in 
24  churches. 

All  of  the  American  evangelists 
will  go  to  the  Dominican  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Parkin,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  chairman 
of  the  administrative  committee  of 
the  Board  for  Christian  Work  in 
Santo  Domingo,  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  body  which  represents  Amer¬ 
ican  denominations  in  their  work 
with  the  Evangelical  Church.  Dr. 
Parkin,  who  is  the  director  of  the 
Advance  Department  of  the  Divis¬ 
ion  of  National  Missions,  has  served 
as  a  Methodist  representative  on  the 
board  for  several  years. 

The  American  evangelists  will 
hold  preaching  missions  and  do 
visitation  evangelism  with  Domini¬ 
can  ministers  and  laymen.  During 
the  1959  crusade,  more  than  500 
“decisions  for  Christ”  were  made, 
Dr.  Parkin  said. 

Three  American  denominations 
will  supply  the  visiting  evangelists 
—  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.A.  They  are  the  three  de¬ 
nominations  which  cooperate  in 
working  with  the  Dominican  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church. 

Eight  or  ten  of.  the  visiting  min¬ 
isters  probably  will  be  Methodists. 


land  of  Sumatra  for  ten  years,  re¬ 
tiring  in  1930,  died  in  Northridge, 
California,  on  October  9.  He  was 
78  years  of  age.  Born  in  Ford  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  he  was  educated  at 
Oberlin  College  and  the  College  of 
Puget  Sound.  After  leaving  mis¬ 
sionary  service,  he  served  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Free¬ 
man. 


Near  the  famous  Han  River,  about 
three  miles  from  Methodist  Head¬ 
quarters  in  Seoul  is  the  Anna  B. 
Chaffin  Center,  a  Miethodist  com¬ 
munity  of  60  fatherless  families. 

Some  of  the  fathers  were  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church;  others  leading  laymen.  Two 
were  district  superintendents,  an¬ 
other  was  treasurer  of  the  church. 
All  were  well  trained,  well  educat¬ 
ed  heads  of  families. 

But  these  60  mothers,  40  grand¬ 
mothers,  and  some  140  children 
were  suddenly  homeless  as  a  result 
of  the  invasion  from  North  Korea 
in  1950. 

To  house  some  of  these  homeless 
families  was  a  dream  of  a  Methodist 
missionary,  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Chaffin, 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  dream 
became  a  reality  when  American 
Methodists  responded  so  nobly  to 
the  Bishop’s  Appeal  for  Korea  in 
1950,  and  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief  was  able  to 
make  this  village  possible. 

Each  family  has  a  room  and  a 
kitchenette.  Some  10  of  the  larger 
families  have  two  rooms  and  a 
kitchenette.  Heating  is  by  means  of 
flues  from  the  kitchen  passing  un¬ 
der  the  stone  floor  —  a  Korean  in¬ 
vention  of  radient  heating  of  long 
standing. 

In  one  corner  of  the  village  is  the 
workshop.  Here  the  sewing  ma¬ 
chines  hum,  and  the  hot-irons  press 
the  finished  garments.  The  finished 
articles  are  sent  to  the  various  co¬ 
operating  shops  for  sale.  Special 
teams  are  at  work  on  upholstering 
chairs,  or  making  curtains  on  spe¬ 
cific  orders. 

The  whole  idea  of  such  a  wo  -k- 
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shop  began  when  a  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary,  brooding  over  the  many 
needy  families  obtained  a  gift  of 
some  sewing  machines  and  started 
15  widows  sewing  in  an  abandoned 
house.  The  women  had  to  travel 
long  distances  in  some  cases,  leav¬ 
ing  the  children  to  their  own  de¬ 
vices.  What  a  happy  day  when  the 
money  came  for  these  60  apartments 
and  the  workshop.  The  children 
were  next  door,  no  more  long  trips 
home,  no  more  living  in  a  mere 
shed,  no  more  worry  about  rent 
each  month. 

Of  those  who  entered  the  village, 
five  have  remarried,  one  has  a  job 
in  a  missionary’s  home,  one  is  a 
regularly  employed  Bible  woman, 
five  or  six  are  doing  machine  em¬ 
broidery  and  have  gone  into  busi¬ 
ness  for  themselves.  As  these  have 
become  independent,  other  needy 
families  have  taken  their  places. 

Recently  a  new  church  building 
has  been  erected  adjoining  the  vill¬ 
age.  As  a  result,  many  from  Out¬ 
side  the  Methodist  village  come  to 
Sunday  school  and  church,  thus  giv¬ 
ing  these  families  contacts  with  a 
wider  community. 

One  of  the  amazing  things  is  the 
ability  of  the  children.  Coming  from 
the  better  educated  homes,  they 
have  greater  possibilities  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  than  the  average  orphan  or 
fatherless  child. 
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Write  or  Call 

WAGONER  BROTHERS 
MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Phone  246  Booneville,  Ark. 


Little  Rock’s  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 


» 


You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 
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Department  Store  O 
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Christmas  In  A  Time  of 
Fear  and  Tension 

A  Christmas  Meditation  by  John  Sutherland  Bonnell 


ONLY  an  author  with  a  flair  for  history 
would  have  begun  the  story  of  the  Na¬ 
tivity  as  does  Luke,  the  Greek  scholar 
and  physician:  “And  it  came  to  pass  in 
those  days,  that  there  went  out  a  decree  from 
Caesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world  should  be 
taxed.” 

This  sentence  “a  decree  from  Caesar  Au¬ 
gustus,”  literally  flings  us  into  the  heart  of 
Roman  history.  Every  high  school  student  knows 
that  Caesar  Augustus  had  waded  to  the  throne 
of  the  Roman  Empire  through  a  sea  of  blood. 
After  the  brutal  assassination  of  Julius  Caesar, 
a  struggle  for  power  broke  out  between  three 
claimants  to  power  —  Lepidus,  Mary  Anthony, 
and  Octavius.  Finally,  they  settled  their  quar¬ 
rel  by  forming  a  triumvirate  and  divided  the 
Empire  into  three  parts,  each  one  of  them  ruling 
a  section.  The  three  conspirators  then  perpe¬ 
trated  one  of  the  most  ghastly  crimes  in  history. 
In  their  greedy  desire  for  wealth  they  drew  up 
by  common  agreement  a  list  of  300  senators  and 
2000  Roman  knights.  These  proscribed  persons 
were  all  assassinated  and  their  property  was 
confiscated.  Later  Octavius  eliminated  one  of 
his  rivals  Lepidus.  Five  years  thereafter  he  de¬ 
feated  the  combined  forces  of  Mark  Antony  and 
Cleopatra.  Thus  the  year  30  B.C.,  Octavius  had 
become  master  of  the  whole  Roman  world. 

Disregarding  his  crimes  the  Roman  senate 
gave  to  Octavius  the  honorable  title  of  Augustus, 
that  is,  “venerable,”  “majestic.”  The  Senate  also 
decreed  that  the  sixth  month  of  the  Roman  cal¬ 
endar  should  be  known  as  Augustus,  hence  the 
month  of  August  in  our  present-day  reckoning. 
Then  for  forty-five  years  this  man  Caesar  Au¬ 
gustus,  ruled  with  absolute  power  an  empire 
that  stretched  from  the  Euphrates  River  in  the 
east  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  west,  and  from 
the  British  Isles  in  the  north  to  the  cataracts  of 
the  Nile  River  in  the  south. 

According  to  Luke,  the  decree  of  Augustus 
proclaimed,  “that  all  the  world  should  be  taxed.” 
Here  is  a  proud  Roman  boast — “orbis  terrarum,” 
the  circle  of  the  earth.  It  was  this  “taxing”  or 
“census”  decreed  by  Augustus  in  the  30th  year 
of  his  reign  that  sent  Joseph  and  Mary  on  a 
three-day  journey  from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem. 
In  reality  it  was  not  the  decree  of  Caesar  Au¬ 
gustus  that  set  in  motion  the  events  that  led  to 
the  birth  of  Christ  in  Bethlehem.  Rather,  it 
was  the  decree  of  the  Eternal  God.  High  above 
the  throne  of  the  emperor  who  so  proudly  ruled 
amid  the  seven  hills  of  Rome,  was  the  throne 
of  Him  who  is  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  lords. 
This  is  how  God’s  decree  reads:  “But  thou, 
Bethlehem,  though  thou  be  little  among  the 
thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  shall  he 
come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel; 
whose  (going  forth)  origin  is  from  of  old,  from 
everlasting.”  How  strangely  and  wonderfully 
this  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in  a  cattle-shed  be¬ 
hind  the  inn  of  Bethlehem. 

In  a  History  of  Rome,  by  P.  V.  Myers  for 
college  students  appears  this  sentence:  “In  the 
midst  of  the  reign  of  Augustus,  when  profound 
peace  prevailed  throughout  the  civilized  .world, 
Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea.  The 
event  was  unheralded  at  Rome.”  What  a  triumph 
of  understatement:  “The  event  was  unheralded 
at  Rome.”  The  event  not  only  was  unheralded 
but  unknown  at  Rome.  Caesar  Augustus,  strut¬ 
ting  in  his  palace  that  night  in  the  long  ago, 
little  dreamed  that  in  an  insignificant  outpost 
of  his  Empire,  and  at  the  heart  of  a  subject  and 
despised  race,  an  epoch  of  history  was  being 
enacted. 

How  could  Augustus  know  that  a  little  child, 
born  in  poverty  and  obscurity,  without  the  aid 
of  pen  or  sword,  would  divide  the  history  of 
mankind  into  segments:  before  and  after  His 
birth?  How  could  he  know  that  three  centuries 
after  he  had  uttered  his  decree  one  of  his  suc¬ 
cessors  to  the  throne  of  the  Empire  would  lower 
his  proud  eagles  in  deference  to  the  Cross  of 


Christ?  “In  hoc  signo  vinces.”  “By  this  sign 
conquer.” 

Just  as  oblivious  to  these  momentous  hap¬ 
penings  were  the  merchant  princes  feasting  in 
the  inn  at  Bethlehem,  the  Roman  officers  busily 
enrolling  the  people  as  they  arrived  in  the  city, 
and  the  stolid  soldiery  who  made  up  the  gar¬ 
rison.  Once  again  God  had  hidden  these  things 
from  the  wise  and  prudent  and  revealed  them 
unto  babes,  for  younder,  where  the .  lad  David 
had  often  tended  his  father’s  sheep,  this  holy 
mystery  was  revealed  to  a  band  of  shepherds. 

Far  off  in  the  mystic  east  a  little  group  of 
astrologers  had  been  intently  watching  the 
heavens.  When  a  new  star  was  discovered  shin¬ 
ing  brightly  in  the  western  sky,  these  Magi,  or 
religious  seers,  believed  that  this  was  a  portent 
of  some  great  happening.  It  could  scarcely  be 
less  than  the  birth  of  a  king.  So  they  set  forth, 
perhaps  from  Babylonia,  on  their  long  quest  to 
find  the  newborn  babe. 

What  was  the  reaction  of  the  Magi  when 
arriving  at  Bethlehem  they  found  not  the  royal 
wealth  and  pomp  and  power  they  had  antici¬ 
pated,  but  a  helpless  little  babe  sleeping  in  a 
manger?  Were  they  disappointed  and  disheart¬ 
ened?  These  reverent  watchers  of  the  sky  heard 
a  whisper  in  their  souls  that  told  them  that  this 
babe  was  worthy  of  their  adoration  and  their 
most  precious  gifts. 


EDITORIAL  NOTE:  Dr.  John  Sutherland 
Bonnell  is  the  distinguished  Minister  of 
New  York's  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  recently  completed  25  years 
of  service  in  that  pulpit. 


What  a  change  the  centuries  have  wrought! 
All  that  remain  of  Caesar  Augustus  today  are 
a  few  crumbling  columns  in  the  Roman  Forum, 
and  the  rubble  of  what  once  had  been  lordly 
temples,  with  an  occasional  mention  in  Roman 
history  texts — all  pitiful  relics  of  a  glory  long 
departed.  But  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem,  unnoticed 
by  an  unknown  to  the  great  of  the  earth,  crowd¬ 
ed  out  of  the  inn  at  Bethlehem,  born  in  sorrow 
and  poverty,  hated  and  hunted  by  Herod  the 
king,  is  remembered  and  loved  today  by  mil¬ 
lions  of  men,  women  and  children  around  the 
world.  At  the  very  mention  of  His  name  human 
hearts  grow  more  tender  everywhere. 

While  Augustus  was  Emperor  universal 
peace  brooded  over  that  ancient  world.  For  the 
first  time  in  two  hundred  years  the  doors  of  the 
temple  of  Janus  were  closed,  doors  which  al¬ 
ways  were  kept  open  in  times  of  war.  But,  it 
was  the  “pax  Romana,"  an  enforced  peace,  like 
the  peace  of  an  internment  camp  where  a  gun 
is  pointed  at  every  man’s’  head. 

The  world  before  Christ  was  a  world  without 
love.  In  Rome  the  appetite  of  the  people  for 
the  cruelties  of  the  area  steadily  increased.  Cae¬ 
sar  Augustus  pandered  to  their  cravings  by  pro¬ 
viding  battles  to  the  death  between  large  bodies 
of  gladiators.  Here  is  how  Augustus  himself 
describes  these  contests:  “The  times  in  my  own 
name,  and  five  times  in  that  of  my  sons  or 
grandsons,  I  have  given  gladiatorial  exhibitions 
in  which  about  ten  thousand  men  fought.” 

Although  among  Rome’s  many  altars  there 
was  one  altar  to  pity  standing  at  the  heart  of 
Rome,  yet  it  only  served  to  accentutate  the  pre¬ 
vailing  inhumanity  of  man  to  man.  The  fate  of 
helpless  old  age  and  unwanted  childhood  was 
exposure  and  death.  There  was  not  even  one 
hospital  or  one  orphanage  or  one  place  of  refuge 
anywhere  in  the  Empire,  or  a  single  thought 
given  to  the  unbefriended  and  the  poor.  Life 
for  millions  of  people  was  only  a  long  silent 
night  relieved  by  the  shuffling  feet  of  those  who 
stumbled  in  the  dark. 

Then  a  lone  star  shone  in  the  Syrian  sky,  a 


CHRIST  THE  SAVIOR  IS  BORN.  The  Christ¬ 
mas  pageant  or  tableau  is  an  annual  event  in 
many  Protestant  churches  across  the  country. 

(RNS  photo) 

star  that  betokened  the  coming  of  the  dawn. 
Suddenly  the  darkness  of  that  long  night  was 
riven  by  celestial  light  and  the  angel’s  voice 
proclaimed,  “Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For 
unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  City  of  David  a 
Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.” 

Throughout  our  world  today  are  countless 
multitudes  who  are  disheartened  and  disillusion¬ 
ed  by  the  terrible  contrast  between  the  song  of 
the  angels  and  the  realities  of  the  world  we  live 
in.  Why  sing  Christmas  carols  or  talk  about 
angels,  wise  men  from  afar,  and  peace  and  good 
will  when  in  truth  there  is  suspicion  and  hate, 
fear  and  tension  between  the  nations,  and  the 
everpresent  threat  of  atomic  warfare? 

This  was  the  mood  of  many  people  in  the 
United  States  in  1863  when  this  nation  was 
riven  asunder  by  its  dreadful  civil  war.  Henry 
Wadsworth  Longfellow  sat  in  his  home  at  this 
time  brooding  on  the  thought  of  this  fratricidal 
slaughter.  Taking  up  his  pen  he  began  to  write 
a  poem  on  Christmas,  a  poem  that  portrays  the 
processes  of  his  thought: 

I  heard  the  bells  on  Christmas  day 
Their  old  familiar  carols  play, 

And  wild  and  sweet 
The  words  repeat, 

Of  “Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men!” 

And  in  despair  I  bowed  my  head; 

“There  is  no  peace  on  earth,”  I  said, 

“For  hate  is  strong 

And  mocks  the  song 

Of  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men!” 

Then  pealed  the  bells  more  loud  and  deep: 
“God  is  not  dead;  nor  doth  he  sleep! 

The  wrong  shall  fail, 

The  right  prevail, 

With  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men!” 

This  is  the  answer  to  the  mood  of  pessimism 
and  despair.  The  Christmas  story  is  eternally 
true: 

“God  is  not  dead,  nor  will  he  sleep! 

The  wrong  shall  fail, 

The  right  prevail.” 

The  poet  Longfellow  on  that  Christmas  day 
almost  a  century  ago  caught  a  vision  of  God’s 
sovereignty  and  His  eternal  purposes  for  His 
children.  This  truth  was  revealed  to  the  shep¬ 
herds,  to  the  wise  men  and  to  Joseph  and  Mary 
on  that  first  Christmas  day  long  ago. 

From  His  earliest  years  this  vision  was 
lodged  in  the  heart  of  Jesus.  It  never  grew  dim. 
It  was  his  dream  of  making  this  world  God’s 
world,  a  world  of  brotherhood  and  justice  and 
peace. 

O  wonderful  Babe  or  Bethlehem,  little  Boy 
of  Nazareth,  divine  Christ  of  Calvary,  come 
back  from  the  long  ago  and  kindle  in  our  hearts 
the  vision  you  saw:  that  this  world  can  yet  be 
made  God’s  world,  where  all  little  children  will 
be  loved  and  protected,  where  every  man  will 
see  in  his  fellows  the  features  of  a  brother  and 
a  friend,  a  world  where  peace  shall  find  a  per¬ 
manent  home. 
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Board  Lists  798 
Openings  For  1960 

The  Methodist  Church  has  798 
specific  openings  for  missionaries 
in  the  United  States  (including 
Alaska  and  Hawaii)  and  40  coun¬ 
tries  overseas  in  1960. 

The  annual  listing  of  openings 
for  missionary  service  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  through  its  Office  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Personnel  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

The  798,  figure  includes  openings 
for  both  career  and  special-term 
(two  or  three-year)  missionaries 
and  for  all  three  of  the  board’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  divisions  —  Division  of 
National  Missions,  Division  of 
World  Missions  and  Wroman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service. 

The  Board  of  Missions  lists  164 
openings  in  home  mission  fields  and 
634  overseas.  The  40  overseas  coun¬ 
tries  are  on  the  continents  of  Asia, 
Africa,  afid' North  and  South  Amer¬ 
ica. 

The  798  total  is  a  drop  of  19  from 
the  1959  figure  of  817  openings.  The 
decrease  is  caused,  the  board  said, 
by  a  slight  drop  in  the  number  of 
openings  overseas  and  in  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  National  Missions. 

The  board  emphasizes  that  the 
openings  listed  for  1960  are  in  ev¬ 
ery  case  bona  fide  needs  which 
exist  at  the  present  time  and  says: 
‘If  a  person  volunteers  for  any  of 
the  jobs  and  meets  the  qualifica¬ 
tions,  he  can  be  placed.”  All  of  the 
openings  listed  are  in  response  to 
needs  expressed  on  the  mission 
field.  The  Methodist  Church  (or 
Methodist-related  church)  in  an  ov¬ 
erseas  area  asks  for  a  worker;  then 
the  worker  is  sought  by  the  board, 
in  the  home  field,  the  same  princi¬ 
ple  applies  —  the  board  does  not 
start  seeking  a  missionary  until  it 
receives  a  request  from  the  field. 

In  its  call  for  new  missionaries 
in  1960,  the  Board  of  Missions  said: 

“The  Christian  church  is  engaged 
in  a  mission  to  all  people  of  the 
world.  In  fact,  the  church  retains 
ds  vitality  and  life  only  as  it  par¬ 
ticipates  in  that  mission  with  its 
own  resources,  energy  and  people. 
The  very  nature  of  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  and  fellowship  involves 
men  and  women  in  mission,  and 
( Continued  on  page  13) 


NO  PAPER  NEXT  WEEK 

According  to  a  practice  of  many 
years  there  will  be  no  issue  of 
this  publication  next  week.  So 
that  our  readers  will  not  miss  a 
Sunday  School  Lesson,  lessons  for 
January  3  and  January  10  are 
published  in  this  issue. 


A  New  Year  Message 

From 

President  of 
Council  of  Bishops 


(RNS  Photo) 

best. 

BISHOP  MARVIN  A.  FRANKLIN 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


As  Methodists  come  to  their 
Wratch  Night  services  on  New- 
Year’s  Eve  they  will  be  on  the 
threshold  of  what  may  well  be  the 
most  decisive  decade  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.  It  will  be  a  decade  of  des¬ 
tiny. 

Therefore,  I  call  upon  Methodists 
everywhere  to  face  the  sixties  with 
a  conviction  of  the  world’s  des¬ 
perate  need  of  God,  with  lowly  and 
contrite  hearts,  penitent  spirits,  and 
complete  commitment  to  the  mind 
and  will  of  Christ. 

There  is  no  other  way  by  which 
we  can  turn  back  the  tides  of  class 
materialism  and  atheistic  commun¬ 
ism  and  firmly  establish  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  among  nations. 

In  this  epochal  hour,  Methodists 
everywhere  are  called  to  personal 
dedication  to  Christ  and  His  Church 
and  to  march  like  a  mighty  army 
to  magnificent  victories.  Our  God 
expects  us,  one  and  all  to  do  our 


1959  Daily  Bible 
Reading  Schedule 


Below  is  the  schedule  for  the 
period  Dec.  24-Jan.  9  for  the 
suggested  daily  Bible  readings  for 
that  period.  All  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  invited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Daily  Bible  Reading 
Fellowship  during  1959,  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Dec. 

24 

Jeremiah  .. 

Dec. 

25 

Matthew 

Dec. 

26 

1  Corinthians 

Dec, 

27  ...  . 

Acts  . 

Dec. 

28 

Galatians 

Dec. 

29  . 

Ephesians 

Dec. 

30  . 

Philippians 

Dec. 

31  . 

Hebrews 

Jan. 

1  . 

Luke 

Jan. 

2  . 

.  Luke  . 

Jan. 

3  . 

Jan. 

4  ... 

Luke  . 

Jan. 

5  . 

Luke  . 

Jan. 

6  . 

Jan. 

7  . 

Jan. 

8  . 

.  Luke  . 

Jan. 

9  . 

31:31-37 

.  2 

:  1  -12 

15:15-38 

12: 

:  1-17 

...  6; 

;  1-10 

...  4: 

:  1-16 

2; 

:  1  -1 8 

11: 

:  1-16 

5 

:  1  -1 6 

..  6: 

:  1-19 

.  9:18-36 

10: 

:  1-24 

11: 

:  1  -13 

.  18 

:  1-17 

22:24-46 

..  1 

:1-25 

.  14: 

:  1-28 

Faith  And  Peace 
Stressed  In  Message 
By  Comiei]  Head 

New  York  (NC)  —  Dr.  Edwin  T. 
Dahlberg,  St.  Louis,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
asserted  in  a  Christmas  message 
today  that  faith  in  God  and  passion 
for  peace  are  among  the  deepest 
rooted  hungers  of  mankind  in  this 
era^  of  clashing  ideologies  and  com¬ 
petition  for  control  of  space. 

“It  is  a  sin  and  a  disgrace  to  us 
ali”  Dr.  Dahlberg  said,  “that  we 
should  permit  a  materialistic  God- 
denying  Communist  like  Nikita 
Khrushchev  to  grab  the  ball  and 
run  away  with  it— -going  down  the 
field  of  history  with  such  great 
words  as  universal  disarmament, 
world  friendship,  reconciliation  and 
good  will. 

“These  are  our  words,  Chnstian 
words  .  .  .  May' our  Father  in  heav¬ 
en  forgive  us  for  being  too  timid 
to  proclaim  and  implement  the  very 
message  that  was  given  to  us  on 
that  Christmas  Eve  so  long  ago.” 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
is  the  cooperative  federation  of  33 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
church  bodies  which  have  144,000 
local  congregations  and  39,000,000 
members  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  message  was  prepared  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  Council  president’s 
current  mission  to  visit  and  bring 
Christmas  greetings  to  *U.  S.  sol¬ 
diers,  sailors  and  airmen  manning  ! 
defense  outposts  in  the  Pacific.  He 
is  scheduled  to  deliver  a  Christmas 
Day  sermon  to  armed  forces  per¬ 
sonnel  on  Okinawa.  From  there  he 
will  visit  defense  personnel  in  Tai¬ 
wan  and  the  Philippines. 

Missions  Board  To 
Meet  January  14 

Missionary  needs  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  the  new  quadrer.- 
nium,  1960-1964,  will  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  one  day  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Missions  on  Januai'y  14,  according 
to  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  of  Ruston, 
chairman  of  the  conference  board. 

The  board  will  convene  in  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport  at  10:00 
a.m.  and  will  adjourn  late  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  the  same  day.  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin,  the  district  super¬ 
intendents  of  the  conference  and 
certain  other  conference  leaders 
have  been  invited  and  will  be  pres¬ 
ent  for  the  one  day  meeting. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  Board 
of  Missions  will  be  the  subject  of 
more  new  Methodist  Churches  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


SILENT  NIGHT ,  HOLY  NIGHT 


"And  she  gave  birth  to  her  first-born  son  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling 
cloths,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger.  .  ."  (Luke  2:7.  (RSV)  (From  a  painting  by 
Geertgen  Tot  Sint  Jans  (1465-1493)  in  the  National  Gallery,  London,  Eng¬ 
land)  (RNS  photo) 


Evangelist  Using 
Different  Approach 
In  Evangelism 

Stresses  Greater  Use  of 
Personal  Witnessing  in 
Winning  Non-Christians 

Evangelistic  services  with  nearly 
everyone  in  the  audience  already 
Christians  —  this  is  a  plight  that 
evangelists  and  pastors  have  been 
observing  with  chagrin  all  too  often 
in  recent  years.  Even  the  mast  en¬ 
thusiastic  “fishers  of  men”  rave 
groaned  at  the  difficulty  of  per¬ 
suading  their  non-Christian  friends 
to  come  to  an  evangelistic  service. 
A  solution  to  this  problem  has 
been  uncovered  by  Evangelist  Ross 
Rhoads  with  his  new  concept  of 
“Church  -  Centered  Evangelism.” 
Rhoads,  a  youthful,  dynamic  evan¬ 
gelist  from  New  Jersey,  believes 
that  the  responsibility  for  evangel¬ 
ism  belongs  to  every  member  of  the 
church.  Instead  of  the  traditional 
emphasis  of  bringing  the  non-Chris¬ 
tian  to  the  evangelistic  service, 
Rhoads  seeks  to  ignite  members  of 
the  local  church  to  go  out  into  the 
community  as  witnesses.  Rhoads  be¬ 
lieves  the  evangelist  ought  to  func¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  and  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  church  rather  than  oper¬ 
ating  independently  and  in  many 
cases  irrespective  of  the  local 
church. 

“Church  -  Centered  Evangelism” 
met  with  an  enthusiastic  response 
in  six  Southern  California  churches 
recently.  Meeting  a  week  in  each 
church,  Rhoads,  accompanied  by 
six  students  from  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  Pasadena,  infused  a  new 
zeal  for  personal  evangelism  in  lay¬ 
men  through  an  extensive  program 
of  door-to-door  visitation.  Prayer 
meetings,  women’s  teas,  children’s 
meetings,  special  youth  activities, 
discipleship  classes  and  follow-up 
programs  for  converts  all  laid 
heavy  emphasis  on  personal  wit¬ 
nessing. 

In  the  six-week  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  campaign  there  were  over 
400  recorded  decisions,  an  average 
of  70  decisions  per  church  (or  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  15%  response  of  the  total 
attendance  in  each  church).  All 
six  churches  have  invited  Ross 
Rhoads  back  for  return  engage¬ 
ments.  Other  churches  in  the  area 
that  saw  the  impact  of  the  cam¬ 
paigns  in  the  communities  have  ar¬ 
ranged  to  have  programs  of 
“Church  -  Centered  Evangelism” 
Plans  are  presently  being  laid  for 
an  extensive  “Church  -  Centered 
Evangelism”  program  in  New 
Hampshire  in  which  Rhoads  will 
spend  four  days  in  each  of  seven 
churches  with  a  final  week-long, 
all-city  campaign. 

Rhoads  opposes  “satelite  evan¬ 
gelism”  which  operates  independent 
of  and  irrespective  of  the  local 
church.  He  says:  “I  believe  the 
evangelist  should  belong  to  the 
church  and  should  come  under  their 
sanction  with  his  God-given  talents. 
The  evangelist  should  serve  as  a 
catalyst  or  spark  within  the  indi¬ 
vidual  church  to  ignite  and  mature 
the  saints  for  carrying  the  Gospel  to 
the  unsaved.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  evangelist  and  members 
of  the  church  should  lie  not  in  re¬ 
sponsibility  but  in  availability.  In¬ 
stead  of  the  evangelist  coming  in  as 
some  kind  of  ‘prima  donna’,  re¬ 
questing  that  ‘such-and-such’  con¬ 
ditions  be  met,  the  evangelist  must 
be  prepared  to  come  as  a  servant 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


In  New  York 

General  Agencies 
Move  To  New 
Interchurch  Center 

For  the  first  time  in  69  years,  the 
general  offices  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
of  all  its  Divisions,  have  a  new  ad¬ 
dress.  They  are  now  at  475  River¬ 
side  Drive ,  New  York  27,  N.Y.  This 
is  the  new  “Interchurch  Center”  in¬ 
to  which  are  moving  most  of  the  in¬ 
terdenominational  and  many  of  the 
denominational  agencies  of  Protes¬ 
tantism.  All  mail  should  now  be 
sent  to  the  new  address. 

Into  this  new  and  efficiently- 
equipped  office  building  have 
moved  all  the  offices  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  some  related  agen¬ 
cies  formerly  at  the  Methodist 
Building,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York.  Methodists  occupy  the  13th, 
14th  and  15th  floors  of  this  new  19- 
story  ediface. 

To  facilitate  handling  and  deliv¬ 
ery,  the  floor  number  should  also 
be  'used,  as  for  example: 

Editorial  Department,  Joint  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion, 

Board  of  Missions,  Methodist 
Church,  13th  Floor, 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York 
27,  N.Y. 

At  the  new  address,  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  Floor  (of  the  Interchurch 
Center)  will  house:  The  Joint 
Section  of  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  (General  and  Woman’s  Sec¬ 
tion);  the  Library  of  the  Board  of 
Missions;  the  Office  of  the  History 
of  Missions;  the  Editorial  Depart¬ 


ment  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service.  Also  on  the 
Thirteenth  Floor  will  be  located  the 
headquarters  of  three  related  Meth¬ 
odist  bodies:  the  New  York  City 
Society;  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief;  the  New  York 
office  of  Methodist  Information. 

The  Fourteenth  Floor  will  have 
the  offices  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  (other  than  the 
Editorial  Department);  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Office  of  the  Board;  the  Office 
of  Missionary  Personnel. 


Canberra,  Australia  (RNS) —  AUS¬ 
TRALIA  ISSUES  CHRISTMAS 
STAMPS.  This  five-pence  postage 
stamp  is  one  of  a  series  of  Christmas 
stamps  issued  by  Australian  postal 
authorities  during  seven  weeks  be¬ 
fore  Christmas.  Inked  in  purple,  the 
stamps  depict  the  Three  Wise  Men 
guided  by  the  Star  of  Bethlehem. 

(RNS  photo) 

The  Fifteenth  floor  will  house 
the  offices  and  departments  of  the 
Division  of  World  Missions;  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions;  the  office  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Missions;  the  account¬ 
ing  office  of  the  Board. 


Heritage  Tours  For 
1960  Announced 

Nine  Methodists  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  as  spiritual  leaders  of 
“Methodist  Heritage  Tours”  to  Eu¬ 
rope  next  summer. 

The  tours,  each  covering  a  24- 
day  period  and  having  identical 
itineraries,  will  devote  special  at¬ 
tention  to  places  of  Methodist  sig¬ 
nificance.  One  of  the  first  stops  in 
England  will  be  at  Epworth,  birth¬ 
place  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley. 
Numerous  historic  Methodist  spots 
will  be  included  during  the  tour  of 
England. 

The  tour  parties  will  also  visit 
Scotland,  Austria,  Germany,  Switz¬ 
erland,  and  France. 

Departure  dates  of  the  tours  and 
the  leaders  follow: 

June  3 — The  Rev.  Dr.  David  Wes¬ 
ley  Soper,  chairman  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  religion,  Beloit  College,  Be¬ 
loit,  Wis. 

June  17 — The  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Geiger,  Andrews  Methodist  Church, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

June  24 — The  Rev.  Dr.  Asbury  G. 
E.  Stromberg,  St.  James  Church. 
Lynbrook,  N.  Y. 

July  1 — The  Rev.  Arthur  W 
Goodhand,  Christ  Church,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

July  15 — Newman  S.  Cryer,  Jr. 
managing  editor  of  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  Chicago,  Ill. 

July  29 — The  Rev.  Harold  W.  Ew¬ 
ing,  Union  Avenue  Church,  Alli¬ 
ance,  Ohio. 

Aug.  12 — The  Rev.  Raymond  E 
Neff,  district  superintendent,  New¬ 
ark  Conference,  Maplewood,  N.  J. 

Aug.  26— The  Rev.  Harold  F.  Fair, 
assistant  editor  of  adult  publica¬ 
tions,  Board  of  Education,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn. 

Sept.  16— The  Rev.  A.  L.  Steven¬ 
son,  director  of  Church  Service,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

The  tours  are  sponsored  by  Brit¬ 
ish  Overseas  Airways  Corporation. 

Peace  Board  To 
Sponsor  Another 
Tour  To  Russia 

Chicago  —  The  Rev.  Dr.  Carl 
Soule,  field  secretary  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of  World 
Peace,  will  be  the  program  leader 
for  a  churchmen’s  study  tour  of 
northern  Europe  and  Russia  next 
summer. 

The  tour,  which  is  part  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  authorized  by  the  board,  will 
include  visits  to  United  Nations 
agencies,  Methodist  points  of  in¬ 
terest  and  Christian  shrines  and 
centers.  About  one-third  of  the 
trip  will  be  spent  in  Russia. 

There  will  be  interviews  with 
leaders  in  church,  political,  and  so¬ 
cial  life  in  Britain,  Germany,  the 
Netherlands,  France,  Switzerland 
and  Russia.  The  Passion  Play  at 
Oberammergau  will  be  included. 

The  party  will  leave  New  York 
July  18  and  return  August  27. 

A  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
World  Peace  since  1945,  Dr.  Soule 
spent  a  year  in  study  and  travel  in 
1933  and  1934  in  Germany,  Italy. 
Palestine,  and  Russia.  In  1948  he 
led  a  tour  to  England  and  Germany, 
and  in  1955,  one  to  England,  Swe¬ 
den,  Germany,  Switzerland,  and 
France.  In  1947  and  1949  he  trav¬ 
eled  to  Mexico. 
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MEDAL  MARKED  FIRST  CENTURY  NCC  Leader 


This  medallion,  struck  75  years  ago  as  part  of  a  Methodist  celebration 
of  the  centennial  of  their  church,  turns  up  at  just  the  right  moment. 

A  church  official,  preparing  to  move  from  old  150  “Fifth  Avenue”  to 
the  new  Inter-church  Center  in  New  York,  discovered  it  deep  in  a  desk 
drawer  where  it  had  been  for  decades. 

Still  glowing  in  gold-plated  splendor  this  1884  memento  emerged  just 
in  time  for  the  175th  anniversary  of  that  same  Christmas  Conference  in 
Baltimore  where  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  born. 

The  medal,  size  of  a  silver  dollar,  bears  Bishop  Asbury’s  face  together 
with  the  name  and  year  of  founding  of  the  church.  On  the  reverse  is  a 
bas-relief  of  Bishop  Matthew  Simpson  whom  Asbury  had  baptized  in 
infancy.  By  1884  this  child  had  become  senior  bishop  and  president  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Education. 

Bishop  Simpson  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  At  the 
President’s  death  he  accompanied  the  stricken  family  to  Illinois  and  de¬ 
livered  the  eulogy. 


Catholic  Weekly 
Endorses  Use  of 
‘Xmas’ 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (RNS)  —  Use  of 
the  abbreviation  “Xmas”  for 
“Christmas”  has  been  endorsed  by 
the  Pittsburgh  Catholic,  official 
diocesan  publication,  which  called 
it  “one  of  the  most  significant  and 
venerable  Christian  badges.” 

The  newspaper  declared  in  an 
editorial  that  the  term  is  neither 
“secular”  (as  many  religious  groups 
have  charged)  nor  “unliturgical.” 

Asserting  that  the  “X”  in  “Xmas” 
stands  for  the  word  “Christ,”  the 
Pittsburgh  Catholic  said  that  as 
such  the  abbreviation  “long  pre- 
ceded  newspapers,  department 
stores,  Santa  Claus  and  any  worry 
about  the  secularization  of  Christ¬ 
mas.” 

“It  is  an  abbreviation  that  goes 
back  to  the  very  time  of  Christ,” 
the  paper  added.  “The  adaptation 
is  from  the  Greek,  specifically  from 
the  Greek  letter  for  our  CH,  which 
is  X.” 

The  editorial  recalled  how  in  the 
days  of  early  Christianity  the  “X” 
became  a  distinctive  mark  of  the 


Nagoya,  Japan  (RNS) — .  .TO 
SHARE  YOUR  BREAD  WITH 
THE  HUNGRY'.  Japanese 
youngsters  line  up  to  receive  a  ^ 
meal  dispensed  by  Church 
World  Service  workers  in  Nagoya, 
heart  of  the  area  devastated  last 
September  by  Typhoon  Vera  which 
left  1,300,000  homeless.  Long-term 
help  is  envisaged  by  relief  and  re¬ 
habilitation  officials.  CWS  is  the 
overseas  welfare  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.  S. 
Churches  around  the  globe  rushed 
funds  and  supplies  to  survivors 
through  CWS  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  The  Methodist  Church 
through  its  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief  participates  in  the  Church 
World  Service  program.  (RNS  photo) 


Christian.  “There  is  therefore  no 
reason  for  Catholics  to  fret  or  to 
object  about  the  use  of  the  ‘X’  for 
Christ  and  its  application  to  words 
like  ‘Xmas,’  ”  the  paper  said.  “In 
reality  the  ‘X’  is  a  sacred  mono¬ 
gram,  standing  for  the  title  of  Jes¬ 
us  as  Redeemer  and  Messiah  an- 
nointed  by  the  Godhead.” 


Miami  Revivals  Stress 
More  Reverent  Christmas 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  More  than 
50  Methodist  churches  in  this  area 
are  holding  religious  revival  meet¬ 
ings  in  an  effort  to  “put  Christ  back 
into  Christmas.” 

Dr.  Harry  Denman  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism, 
who  helped  plan  the  local  crusade, 
said  the  city-wide  revival  effort  as 
a  means  of  promoting  a  more  rev¬ 
erent  observance  of  Christmas  is  a 
new  idea. 

In  Miami  to  participate  in  the 
crusade,  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  said  it  appears  that 
the  revivals  “will  be  deep  enough, 
personal  enough  and  collective 
enough  to  lift  permanently  the  spir¬ 
itual  and  moral  values  of  this  com¬ 
munity  and  strengthen  the  Church.” 


Says  China  Not  Entitled  To  Recognition 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  (RNS)  —  Communist  China  is  “not  entitled”  to  be 
recognized  by  the  United  States,  Ernest  A.  Gross,  chairman  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Department  of  International  Affairs,  declared  here. 

“For  the  United  States  to  grant  judicial  recognition  to  the  Chinese 
Communist  regime  so  long  as  it  pursues  its  present  course  appears  to 
many  of  us  to  confer  upon  that  government  a  benefit  to  which  it  is  not 
entitled,”  he  said  in  addressing  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the  Capitol  Area 
Council  of  Churches. 

Mr.  Gross  served  as  chairman  of  the  Fifth  World  Order  Study  Con¬ 
ference  at  Cleveland  in  1958  which  in  its  controversial  “Message  to  the 
Churches”  proposed  the  recognition  of  Red  China  by  this  country  and  the 
United  Nations.  The  conference  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  NCC 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs.  - — 

At  that  meeting  a  statement  by 
Mr.  Gross  on  Sino-American  re¬ 
lations  was  read  to  the  conference 
during  its  discussion  of  the  message 
and  made  part  of  its  official  record. 

In  that  statement  Mr.  Gross  differed 
with  the  conference  on  the  issue  of 
China’s  recognition. 

In  his  talk  before  the  seminar, 

Mr.  Gross  also  criticized  Russia  for 
“abusing”  the  UN  and  chided  the 
U.S.  for  not  making  use  of  that  in¬ 
ternational  organization  more  often. 

He  is  a  former  American  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  UN  and  former  assistant 
secretary  of 'state. 

Mr.  Gross  said  Russia  seeks  “to 
deform  the  image  of  the  UN  so  that 
it  seems  to  be  a  sterile  forum,  a  de¬ 
bating  society.” 

The  Russians  do  this,  he  suggest¬ 
ed,  because  they  want  “the  con¬ 
fused,  divided  societies,  particular¬ 
ly  Africa,  Asia  and  Central  Amer¬ 
ica,  to  think  of  themselves  as  by¬ 
standers,  helpless  in  the  struggle  of 
two  giants.” 

The  charged  that  “diplomat¬ 
ic  spectaculars,”  such  as  summit 
meetings  and  disarmament  confer¬ 
ences,  bypass  the  UN,  making  it 
seem  .ineffective.  . 

Mr.  Gross  also  asserted  that  the 
U.S.  relies  too  heavily  on  a  “mili¬ 
tary  posture.”  Only  recently,  he 
said,  has  this  country  realized  that 
“mere  anti-Communism  is  pretty 
thin  soup  to  the  hungry  millions.” 

He  criticized  the  “misguided  bila¬ 
teralism”  of  America’s  foreign  aid 
program  and  its  efforts  for  peace¬ 
ful  use  of  atomic  power.  While  the 
U.S.  must  retain  some  control  of  its 
assistances  program,  he  continued, 
it  should  make  greater  use  of  UN 
agencies  in  distributing  aid  abroad. 

Chiding  this  country  for  “giving 
up  our  leadership  in  human  rights,” 

Mr.  Gross  cited  the  Senate’s  failure 
to  ratify  the  UN  Genocide  Conven¬ 
tion  against  the  persecution  of  min¬ 
orities. 


‘Trick  or  Treat’ 
Raises  $900,000 
For  UNICEF 

United  Nations,  N.Y.  (RNS)  —  A 
check  for  $900,000,  representing  part 
of  the  money  collected  on  Hal¬ 
loween  by  more  than  two  million 
American  children  participating  in 
the  “Trick  or  Treat”  program  for 
the  United  Nations  International 
Children’s  Emergency  Fund,  was 
received  here  by  UNICEF’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  Maurice  Pate. 

Mr.  Pate  said  the  total  sum  col¬ 
lected  is  expected  to  top  last  year’s 
$1,250,000.  He  received  the  gift 
from  three  persons  acting  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  U.  S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF:  the  Rev.  Edwin  L.  Shell¬ 
ing,  Presbyterian  minister  of  White 
Haven,  Pa.;  Mrs.  William  A.  S'elts 
of  Kew  Gardens,  N.Y.,  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  National  Council  of 
Catholic  Women  at  the  UN;  and 
Mioses  Moskowitz,  secretary-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Consultative  Council  of 
Jewish  Organizations. 

Rev.  Clyde  Allison,  pastor  of  the 
Bridesburg  Presbyterian  church  in 
Philadelphia,  in  1950  advanced  the 
idea  of  encouraging  teen-agers  and 
elementary  school  youngsters  to 
take  part  in  trick  or  treat  fun  for 
the  Children’s  Fund  on  Halloween 
night.  Today  the  project  benefits 
millions  of  youngsters  in  all  parts 
of  the  world. 


PO  Reports  Progress 
In  War  on  Obscenity 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Post¬ 
master  General  Arthur  E.  Sum- 
merfield  reported  here  that  his  de¬ 
partment’s  18-month-old  intensi¬ 
fied  crackdown  on  the  mail  order 
obscenity  racket  has  resulted  in 
“positive  progress.” 

This  success,  he  said,  is  reflected 
in  a  record  number  of  arrests,  more 
complaints  from  parents  whose 
children  are  receiving  unordered 
pornographic  mailings,  and  stiffer 
jail  sentences  for  violators  of  anti¬ 
obscenity  statutes. 


A  Christmas  Letter 
Returned  —  But  Delivered 

Belleville,  N.J.  (RNS)  —  Nine- 
year-old  Susan  Long  thought  it 
would  be  nice  to  write  Jesus  a  let¬ 
ter  “because  most  people  forget 
about  His  birthday”  and  think  only 
about  Santa  Claus  and  presents. 

So  the  serious-minded  youngster, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Long,  rector  of  Christ  Episcopal 
church  here,  sat  down  and  write  is. 
Her  father  put  34  cents  postage  on 
the  letter  “to  see  how  far  it  would 
go”  and  Sbsan  addressed  it  to  “the 
Baby  Jesus,  Bethlehem.” 

The  letter  was  sent  back  of¬ 
ficially  stamped:  “Returned  for 
Better  Address.” 
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Editorials 


Your  Own  Bethlehem 

WHATEVER  else  Christmas  may  mean  to  Christian  believ¬ 
ers  and  non-believers,  it  surely  reveals  a  deficiency  in 
man’s  experience  of  one  of  the  basic  needs  of  life:  love. 
All  of  the  positive  aspects  of  Christmas  stem  from  the  one  theme 
that  dominated  the  first  Christmas,  love.  God  gave  at  Bethlehem, 
and  because  He  gave,  multiplied  millions  have  looked  back  to  that 
day  knowing  that  the  world  has  somehow  become  a  better  place 
to  live  because  of  God’s  loving  Gift,  His  Son. 

But  man  cannot  consider  Bethlehem  without  realizing  the  im¬ 
perfection  of  his  own  love.  In  many  ways  man’s  experience  with 
love  has  been  experimental.  He  has  been  moved  to  give  of  himself 
for  others.  At  other  times  he  has  been  satisfied  to  withhold  his 
love.  Man’s  love  for  God  and  his  fellowman  may  seem  to  have 
matured  somewhat,  but  his  capacity  for  ungodliness  and  hatred  is 
none  the  less  real. 

Christmas,  if  it  means  anything  at  all,  is  more  than  an  event 
nearly  2000  years  ago.  Any  commemoration  has  significance  to 
the  extent  that  it  has  meaning  for  today  and  the  future.  Just  as 
God  shed  His  love  abroad  in  the  world  at  Bethlehem,  He  continues 
to  manifest  that  love  to  and  among  men  today.  He  wants  man  to 
know  that  he  reaches  his  highest  development  as  he  loves  God  and 
his  fellowmen  supremely. 

This  Christmas  can  become  a  Bethlehem  experience  for  every 
person.  At  today’s  Bethlehem  God’s  perfect  love  can  be  experi¬ 
enced  personally,  changing  weak,  imperfect,  selfish  lives  to  lives 
of  holiness,  strength,  purity,  worship  and  gladness. 

Methodism  After  175  Years 

THIS  Christmas  season  of  1959  marks  the  175th  anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States.  Christmas  1784  was  the  beginning  of  Methodism  as 
a  distinct  denominational  group,  apart  from  any  organizational  ties 
with  British  Methodism,  the  fountainhead  of  the  spiritual  move¬ 
ment  among  people  called  Methodists. 

The  historical  setting  for  the  beginning  was  a  conference  dur¬ 
ing  the  1784  Christmas  season  which  met  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel, 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  two  ministers, 
Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke,  were  consecrated  bishops,  Meth¬ 
odist  organizational  structure  was  framed,  plans  outlined .  for  a 
Methodist  college,  and  publishing  interests  instituted.  The  1784 
Christmas  Conference  gathered  together  under  one  organization 
already  flourishing  Methodist  work  on  these  shores,  work  which 
until  that  time  received  what  direction  it  had  received  from  British 
sources.  This  was,  of  course,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  a  new 
nation,  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  British  political,  military  and  eco¬ 
nomic  domination. 

American  Methodism  today  has  a  glorious  heritage,  one  in 
which  all  Methodists  may  take  justifiable  pride.  The  story  of  its 
development  during  these  175  years  very  closely  parallels  the 
story  of  America’s  development.  As  America’s  frontiers  were 
pushed  back  and  new  lands  opened  up,  Methodist  circuit  riders 
were  also  pushing  forward,  preaching  the  Christian  gospel,  or¬ 
ganizing  societies,  spreading  scriptural  holiness,  and  distributing 
the  printed  word.  Houses  of  worship  were  erected  wherever  there 
were  sufficient  numbers  of  believers,  and  the  work  of  the  Church 
went  forward. 

As  glorious,  however,  as  has  been  her  past,  Methodism’s  great¬ 
est  glory  can  be  her  future.  God  did  not  call  Methodists  into  being 
to  live  for  these  17V2  decades  and  then  fade  into  nothingness.  Meth¬ 
odism’s  greatest  mission  is  to  be  fulfilled  in  future  generations  as 


We  bow  our  heads  in  prayer  for  peace 


she  permits  God  to  work  through  her  people  in  an  even  greater 
way  His  wonders  to  perform. 

Methodism  must  awaken,  however,  to  the  sense  of  mission 
which  is  distinctively  her  own.  In  her  best  moments  she  seeks  not 
her  own  preservation,  but  wants  to  be  used  of  God  to  advance  His 
Kingdom  of  Christian  righteousness.  This  is  her  true  mission,  to 
bring  men  from  all  walks  and  stations  in  life  to  an  acknowledged 
awareness  of  God  moving  through  human  history  in  and  through 
men,  saving  man  from  his  own  evil  ways  to  a  way  of  life  revealed 
fully  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Methodism’s  strength  for  the  next  175  years  depends  on  Meth¬ 
odists’  willingness  to  declare  proudly  their  sole  allegience  to  Christ, 
reaffirm  strongly  their  devotion  to  scriptural  holiness,  strengthen 
further  local  churches  as  places  of  worship  and  fellowship,  un¬ 
compromisingly  face  the  issues  that  weaken  society,  and  join  hands 
with  Christians  everywhere  in  stemming  the  tides  of  materialism, 
secularism  and  other  ideologies  which  defy  the  basic  tenets  of  the 
Christian  faith.  This,  we  believe,  God  has  called  Methodists  to  do. 


^^onistana'BDetboiist 


An  Official  Publication  of 
The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Episcopal  Area 


EDITORIAL  AND  BUSINESS  OFFICES,  BROADWAY  AT  1*‘h-J-|TTLE  ROCK. 

FOR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS,  P.O.  BOX  3547,  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS. 


Published  Every  Thursday,  Except  the  Weeks  of  July  4  and  December  25, 
At  614  California  Ave.,  S.W.,  Camden,  Arkansas. 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  $2.00  PER  ANNUM 
Retired  Ministers  and  Wives  of  Deceased  Ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Complimentary.  _ _ 


EWING  T.  WAYLAND 
JAMES  A.  MINER 
ESCA  RIGGIN 
GENEVA  W.  JOHNSON 
MARILYN  HURLEY 


Editor  and  Business  Manager 
Editorial  Assistant 
Editorial  and  Business  Secretary 
Circulation  Secretary 
Office  Secretary 


CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS:  Ira  A.  Brumley, 
W.  Sockman,  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Mrs.  Ewing  T. 
E.  T.  Wayland. 


Roy  E.  Fawcett,  Bentley  Sloane,  Ralph 
Wayland,  W.  W.  Reid,  R.  A.  Teeter,  and 


Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinions  of 

the  editor  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. _ 

OWNED,  MANAGED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  METHODIST  CHURCHES  OF 
ARKANSAS  AND  LOUISIANA _ 


Commissioners: 

Little  Rock  Conference — C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  O.  C.  Landers.  E.  Vernon  Markham,  Charles 
W.  Richards,  Arthur  Terry,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  and  Burney  Wilson. 

Louisiana  Conference — R.  R.  Branton,  Weldon  Brumfield,  Leonard  Cooke,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
C.  O.  Holland,  Virgil  D.  Morris,  and  George  W.  Pomeroy. 

North  Arkansas  Conference — Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  William  Hightower,  Archie 

N.  Boyd,  J.  G.  Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce  and  R.  J.  Rice. _ 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at  Camden,  Ark., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879.  For  change  of  address 
send  form  3579  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  Box  3547,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. _ 


When  asking  for  change  of  address,  subscriber  should  include:  charge  key 
number,  former  address,  new  address,  and  name  of  pastor. 


News  Sources  include 'Methodist  Information  (Ml),  Methodist  General  Board  of  Missions 

(BM).  Nat’l  Council  of  Churches  (NC).  and  Religious  News  Service  (RNS). _ 

This  publication  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Press  Association  and  the 
Associated  Church  Press. 


Page  Four 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


71  cu/o\  anvL 

QJj&llL  f  acta;  amcL 


DR.  THEODORE  WfiBER  was  the  speaker  xor 
Religious  Emphasis  Week  at  West  Georgia 
College,  Carrollton,  Georgia,  November  22-24. 
Dr.  Weber,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  assistant  professor  of  social  ethics  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University. 

REV.  M.  C.  CADY  preached  at  both  morning 
worship  services  of  the  Simpson  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Sunday,  December  13. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Cady,  Rosemary  and  Deborah 
went  to  New  Orleans  on  December  16,  and  sailed 
for  Brazil  on  December  23.  Rev.  Cleburne  W. 
Quaid  is  pastor  of  the  Simpson  Church. 

Kenner  methodist  church  had  as  its 

guests  the  girls  from  the  M.Y.F.  of  the  Dulac 
Indian  Mission,  Dulac,  for  the  weekend  of  No¬ 
vember  28-29.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Brunson  and 
Miss  Virginia  Hooper,  Counselors  for  the  group, 
presented  an  interesting  program  during  the 
morning  worship  service  on  November  29.  Rev. 
Marvin  Corley  is  pastor  of  the  Kenner  Church. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  was  guest 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services  held  at 
the  Elton  Methodist  Church  November  16-22. 
Rev.  Dan  Tohline,  pastor  of  the  Jeanerette 
Methodist  Church  was  the  song  leader  for  the 
services.  Rev.  Donald  Hall  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

ROBERT  MITTELSTAEDT  has  been  chosen  as 
the  District  Director  of  the  Every  Member 
Canvass  for  the  New  Orleans  District.  Under  his 
leadership,  and  that  of  the  District  Director  of 
Stewardship,  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  plans 
are  being  made  for  two  E.M.C.  Workshops  to 
assist  local  churches  in  the  promotion  of  this 
program. 

THE  CAROLERS  CHOIR,  made  up  of  the 
youth  of  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church,  pre¬ 
sented  a  program  of  Christmas  music,  Dec.  18 
at  the  church.  This  musical  program  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  church-wide  Christmas  party  held 
in  the  Fellowohip  Hall  of  the  church.  The 
pageant  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Pattye 
Robertson,  regular  director  of  the  Gretna  Choir. 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  FOUR  CHOIRS  of  the  Broadmoor  .Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  combined  to 
present  a  special  service  of  worship  through 
Christmas  music  Sunday,  December  20.  The 
traditional  White  Christmas  of  the  church  was 
observed,  with  the  offering  to  be  given  in  food 
— canned  goods,  fruit,  etc.,  to  be  shared  with 
needy  families.  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  KARL  TOOKE,  Louisiana  Conference 
Director  of  Stewardship,  led  a  training  ses¬ 
sion  of  workers  Sunday  afternoon,  November 
15,  in  the  educational  building  of  the  Pharr 
Chapel  Methodist  Church,  Morgan  City.  Jack 
Ellzey  is  general  chairman  of  the  financial  cam¬ 
paign  which  hopes  to  raise  $125,000  to  erect  a 
sizable  addition  to  the  educational  building. 
Rev.  Bob  Bengtson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  De¬ 
cember  10.  According  to  a  report  received  in 
our  office,  Mr.  Lay  gave  a  very  inspiring  talk 
on  “Laymen  Working  for  Christ.”  Project  chair¬ 
man,  Wilbur  Jacob,  reported  on  several  projects 
to  improve  the  church  materially  and  spiritually. 
Chester  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  is  president  of  the  club 
and  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  pre¬ 


sented  the  Christmas  portions  of  “The  Messiah” 
by  George  Frederick  Handel,  Sunday  evening, 
December  6,  in  the  church  sanctuary.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  under  the  direction  of  Richard  D. 
Waggoner,  Minister  of  Music,  with  John  Nickel, 
organist;  Barbara  Bierman,  soprano;  Marietta 
Muhs  Cosenza,  contralto;  J.  D.  White,  tenor,  and 
Arthur  Cosenza,  bass.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  Musical  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  four  choirs  of  the  Kenner 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  evening,  Decem¬ 
ber  20.  Soloists  were  Mrs.  Ann  Bailey  and  Miss 
Cindy  Bailey,  accompanied  by  the  Chancel 
Choir.  Directors  of  the  four  choirs  are  Mrs. 
Marvin  Corley,  Chancel  Choir;  Mrs.  George 
Klien,  Intermediates;  Mrs.  Val  Baker,  Juniors; 
Mrs.  Don  Beplay,  Primaries;  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Carrell,  Kindergarten  Choir.  Mrs.  John  Rob¬ 
ertson  is  church  organist.  Rev.  Marvin  Corley 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members  of 
the  Children  and  Youth  Choirs  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  presented  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  Christmas  music  on  Sunday  evening, 
December  13.  The  processional  was  Gustav 
Holst’s  “Christmas  Song.”  Familiar  carols  sung 
were  “O  Holy  Night,”  “Infant  Holy,”  “What 
Child  is  This?”  and  “The  Birthday  of  a  King.” 
The  Senior-Older  Youth  Choir  climaxed  the 
service  with  the  Nativity  Cycle  “The  Christmas 
Crib”  by  Roy  Ringwald.  The  Cycle  featured 
nine  scenes  in  color.  Mrs.  Deane  Flett  was  the 
reader  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
Board,  Inc.,  signed  a  deed  on  December  15, 
for  a  very  desirable  building  lot  in  Lafayette. 
The  lot  will  be  used  to  build  another  Retired 
Ministers’  Home.  The  property  is  located  in 
the  second  block  of  No.  Acadian  Drive  in  the 
Evangelin  Sub-Division.  It  is  one  block  from 
South  College  Road  and  within  one  block  of  a 
large  shopping  center  on  Abbeville  Highway, 
and  only  about  two  miles  from  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church,  and  three  miles  from  the 
main  business  center.  A  home  will  be  built  this 
coming  spring  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Thibodaux 
who  are  now  serving  the  Port  Barre  Charge. 
Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  is  chairman  of  the 
board. 

TWENTY  MEMBERS  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
of  Northwestern  State  College,  Natchitoches, 
were  in  Jonesville  recently  to  assist  with  the 
worship  services  of  the  First  Methodist  Church. 
Rev.  Bob  Tatum  is  the  Director  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  is  an  organization  of  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  on  the  campus.  Nine  of  the  group  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  worship  service  both  at  the  Sunday 
School  assembly  and  at  the  morning  worship 
hour.  The  group  was  entertained  at  Sunday  din¬ 
ner  after  which  the  Director  and  students  left 
for  Trout,  where  worship  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  Methodist  Church  during  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  hour.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is 
pastor  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church 
and  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor  of  the  Trout  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

THE  GRETNA  METHODIST  CHURCH  PAR¬ 
SONAGE  was  the  scene,  December  13,  of  a 
party  given  in  honor  of  the  participants  in  the 
Christmas  Cantata.  Mrs.  Sunny  Walker,  wife 
of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  used 
many  ideas  from  parties  she  gave  in  Silver  City, 
New  Mexico,  before  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
this  past  June.  The  walkway  was  lined  with 
illuminarios,  and  refreshments  were  plentiful. 
Mrs.  Walker,  herself,  was  dressed  in  a  white 


IMPORTANT  CHANGE  OF 
ADDRESS  FOR 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
and 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

Old  Address:  P.  O.  Box  1066,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas 

NEW  ADDRESS:  P.  O.  Box  3547,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas 


brocade  dress,  and  the  house  was  resplendent 
with  Christmas  decorations.  This  party,  one  of 
the  many  given  this  season  at  the  parsonage  for 
church  groups,  was  a  huge  success.  A  special 
gift  was  presented  Mrs.  Frances  Ellen  McWil¬ 
liams  of  the  Algiers  Church  choir  for  her  work 
in  directing  the  Gretna  and  Algiers  choirs,  who 
joined  to  bring  the  Christmas  music. 

THE  REV.  DR.  HAROLD  F.  EBRIGHT  has  re¬ 
signed  as  the  first  president  of  the  Alaska 
Methodist  University  in  Anchorage.  The  resig¬ 
nation,  effective  immediately,  was  accepted  by 
the  university’s  board  of  trustees  at  a  meeting 
December  4  in  Portland,  Ore.  The  board  elect¬ 
ed  the  Rev.  Fred  McGinnis  of  Anchorage,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Alaska  Mission  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  as  the  acting  president.  Dr. 
Ebright  said  that  he  was  resigning  for  personal 
reasons.  He  has  been  president  since  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1958.  Born  in  Kansas  and  a  missionary 
to  India  for  25  years,  Dr.  Ebright  is  a  member 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Methodist  Conference. 
Mr.  McGinnis,  a  native  of  Georgia,  has  been 
Methodist  superintendent  in  Alaska  since  1955. 
He  previously  had  been  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Juneau,  Alaska’s  capital,  and  in 
Quincy,  Ohio. 

SIX  CHOIRS  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  participated  in  the  musical  program  at 
the  church  Sunday,  December  13.  The  Chancel 
Choir,  which  regularly  sings  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  sang  “O  Holy  Night.”  The  Senior  Youth 
Choir  sang  an  anthem  entitled  “The  Snow  Lay 
on  the  Ground,”  and  the  Intermediate  Youth, 
“O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful.”  The  Junior  or  Carol 
Choir  sang  “Welcome,  Welcome,  Jesus.”  The 
two  youngest  choirs  each  presented  two  num¬ 
bers:  the  Cherub  Choir,  “O  Christmas  Tree” 
and  “God  Bless  the  Little  Things,”  the  Celestial 
Choir,  “Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest”  and  “Away 
In  A  Manger.”  Lloyd  Braswell  sang  “Gesu 
Bambino”  to  introduce  the  candle  lighting  tab¬ 
leau.  On  December  20  the  Chancel  Choir  pre¬ 
sented  the  cantata  “The  Night  of  Miracles”  by 
John  W.  Peterson.  The  entire  membership  of 
the  church  was  invited  to  Open  House  at  the 
parsonage  on  Sunday,  December  20  from  2:30 
to  6:00  p.m.  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was  the 
guest  evangelist  in  a  series  of  revival  services 
conducted  at  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
Ridder,  November  30-December  4.  This  was  the 
first  revival  held  iri  the  new  sanctuary,  recently 
completed.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Pearce  was  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church  in  DeRidder  for  six 
years,  and  it  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the 
Wesley  Methodist  Church  was  established  as  a 
mission.  The  members  of  the  Wesley  Church 
were  organized  as  to  their  responsibility  for  the 
meeting,  each  one  serving  on  a  Revival  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  chairman  of  the  respective  Revival 
Committees  were:  Music,  Miss  Carol  Wood  and 
Mrs.  Floyd  Terry,  Co-Chairmen;  Program,  Mrs 
Della  Reynolds;  Prayer,  Henry  W.  Smith  and 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Burns,  Co-Chairmen;  Attendance 
Maurice  Williams;  Publicity,  Floyd  Martin- 
Flowers,  Mrs.  Edward  Gillis;  Nursery,  Miss 
Anita  Lindsey;  and  Church  Arrangement,  Ed¬ 
ward  Gillis.  The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner, 
was  Song  Leader,  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Terry  was 
pianist.  Six  persons  were  received  into  Church 
membership,  three  by  profession  of  faith,  one 
by  reaffirmation  of  his  Christian  faith,  and  two 
by  transfer  from  other  denominations.  Mrs 
Henry  W.  Smith  was  Public  Relations  Director. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  WONDER  OF  THE  WISE 

The  little  town  of  Bethlehem  on  the  crest  of  a  hill — households 
asleep — an  inn  crowded  with  guests  now  grown  quiet — a  stable  for 
beasts  of  burden.  On  this  night  a  human  burden  bearer  housed  there 
also — a  woman  heavy  with  child — a  carpenter  waiting  while  love  en¬ 
dures  the  travail  of  birth.  Then  a  boy  is  bom. 

Across  the  hills  a  road  leads  to  Bethlehem.  Three  strange  figures 
slip  silently  through  the  night.  Stars  are  luminous  in  the  Syrian  sky 
— one  strangely  brighter  than  the  other.  The  three  mysterious  trav¬ 
elers,  who  have  been  called  “wise  men”  but  who  this  night  are  baf¬ 
fled,  gaze  at  the  star  and  are  guided  by  it.  They  too  come  to  Bethle¬ 
hem  and  find  a  manger,  a  mother,  a  newborn  child. 

Such  is  the  picture  of  the  first  Christmas  as  it  was  painted  for  us 
in  our  childhood. 

But  wise  men  still  follow  that  star,  believing  that  at  Bethlehem 
they  find  a  light  to  lead  us  out  of  our  darkness  even  in  1959. 

With  the  Wise  Men  of  old  “we  are  come  to  worship  Him.”  Our 
first  reason  for  coming  is  that  in  Christ  we  see  a  wisdom  beyond  our 
wisdom.  When  we  speak  of  wisdom,  we  must  distinguish  it  from 
mere  knowledge.  Men  can  become  wordly  wise  in  a  way  that  dulls 
their  fresh  insights.  Men  can  become  wise  in  their  own  conceits  or 
blinded  by  prejudice  and  stupid  through  stubbornness.  Then  they 
lose  the  wisdom  of  youth’s  open  mind. 

But  whether  it  be  the  wisdom  of  age  gained  from  the  experience 
of  good  living  or  the  wisdom  of  youth  unspoiled  by  bad  thinking  and 
loose  living,  it  is  something  more  than  mere  knowledge.  As  Cowper 
put  it: 

“Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  much. 

Wisdom  is  humble  that  he  knows  no  more.” 

And  this  distinction  between  knowledge  and  wisdom  must  be 
kept  in  mind  when  we  think  of  Jesus.  We  do  not  turn  to  His  words 
for  scientific  facts  or  economic  blueprints. 

When  it  comes  to  the  wisdom  by  which  we  can  handle  physical 
forces  and  social  movements  or  the  principles  by  which  we  learn  to 
live  and  live  together,  there  Christ  is  the  master  of  the  ages  whom 
Wise  Men  are  still  coming  to  worship. 

Our  knowledge  cannot  save  us.  It  is  His  wisdom  we  must  have. 
We  have  skill  to  make  tools  for  living,  but  we  need  wisdom  to  keep 
us  from  turning  them  to  our  destruction. 

Secondly,  “we  are  come  to  worship  Him”  because  He  has  a  power 
beyond  our  power.  It  might  seem  that  had  the  Wise  Men  been  court¬ 
ing  power  and  wanting  to  win  favor  and  security,  they  would  have 
given  their  gifts  to  Herod.  But  they  were  wise  enough  to  see  there 
was  a  power  at  Bethlehem  greater  than  at  Herod’s  palace.  The  Babe 
in  the  manger  looks  little  and  weak  alongside  Herod  and  Caesar,  but 
his  force  grows  while  theirs  fades. 

It  is  the  power  of  the  spirit  we  need  now  above  all  else.  And 
that  is  the  power  we  find  in  Christ.  His  was  the  power  to  erase  the 
blush  of  shame  from  a  Magdalene’s  cheek  and  to  put  there  the  glow 
of  forgiveness  and  purity.  His  was  the  power  to  take  a  shifty  and 
unstable  fisherman  like  Simon  and  change  him  into  Peter  the  Rock. 
His  was  the  power  to  forgive  those  who  were  driving  nails  through 
His  palms,  and  to  put  the  hope  of  heaven  into  a  repentant  thief  on 
the  cross  beside  Him. 

Much  as  we  need  His  wisdom  which  is  beyond  our  wisdom  and 
His  power  which  is  beyond  our  power,  the  most  alluring  thing  about 
the  Nazarene  is  that  His  is  a  love  beyond  our  love. 

Our  human  loves  look  more  lustrous  at  the  Christmas  season 
than  at  any  other  time,  but  their  radiance  is  short-lived  in  a  world 
so  seemingly  cold  and  cruel  as  ours.  Just  as  the  Christmas  trees  will 
dry  up  and  be  dismantled  at  the  end  of  the  holiday  season,  so  our 
sentiments  of  good  will  are  likely  to  be  tossed  in  rubbish  to  the  void. 
Christmas  trees  cannot  be  kept  alive  when  removed  from  the  soil. 
Nor  can  love  be  kept  alive  when  cut  off  from  God. 

If  we  would  keep  love  alive  we  must  think  not  of  the  mean 
things  men  have  done  or  may  do  to  us,  but  of  the  good  things  which 
God  has  done  and  can  do  for  us.  And  if  we  keep  our  strength  rooted 
in  love  rather  than  hate,  we  shall  begin  to  comprehend  the  breadth 
of  Christ’s  love  which  embraced  enemies  as  well  as  friends.  We  shall 
understand  the  length  of  Christ’s  love  which  went  even  to  the  Cross, 
the  depth  of  Christ’s  love  which  reached  down  even  to  the  lowliest 
and  the  height  of  Christ’s  love  which  was  linked  with  our  father  in 

Heaven.  „ 

We  still  see  His  star  in  the  east  and  “are  come  to  worship  Him. 
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"I've  been  too  busy  to  do  any  sewing,  so  i 
thought  he  could  just  wear  his  old  Halloween  cos¬ 
tume!" 


The 

L  ay  m  an’ s  Column 

By  Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader,  North  Arkansas  Conference 


The  Witness  of  The  Shepherds 

This  is  the  third  and  last  of  three 
meditations  on  the  story  of  Jesus’ 
birth  as  told  in.  Luke  2:1-20.  The 
reaction  of  the  shepherds  to  that 
miraculous  experience  is  a  beautiful 
story. 

After  the  shepherds  received  the 
story  from  the  angels,  they  decided 
to  go  at  once.  Some  of  them,  at 
least,  said,  “Let  us  go  now  even  un¬ 
to  Bethlehem.  .  .”  After  they  had 
recovered  from  their  amazement 
at  the  truth  of  the  angels’  story, 
they  did  another  act  that  many  may 
have  overlooked.  They  began  to 
tell  Mary  and  Joseph  and  the  on¬ 
lookers  about  the  wonderous  vis¬ 
ion  that  they  had  seen.  Then  as 
they  returned  to  their  work  of  tend¬ 
ing  sheep,  they  must  have  stopped 
along  the  way  to  tell  everyone  who 
would  listen  to  them  about  what 
they  had  seen  and  heard.  In  the 
East  the  people  do  not  live  by  the 
clock  as  we  do.  Many  will  sleep  a 
part  of  the  day  and  stay  up  a  large 
part  of  the  night.  On  that  eventful 
night  there  must  have  been  some 
people  on  the  streets  of  Bethlehem. 
The  enrollment  that  Ceasar  had 
ordered  had  brought  many  to  town. 
Some  may  have  been  actually  sleep¬ 
ing  on  the  walks,  or  by  the  side  of 
the  roads.  The  excited  words  of 
the  shepherds  could  not  fail  to  wake 
many  of  these.  Therefore  we  can 
imagine  that  there  were  many  con¬ 
versations  on  the  way  back  to  the 
shepherds’  fields.  The  excitement 
of  the  shepherds  was  unusual  and 
their  story  was  much  more  so. 
Probably  even  in  that  day  it  was 
unusual  for  ordinary  folk  to  go 


down  the  road,  speaking  with  ex¬ 
citement  about  the  glory  of  God. 
Certainly  in  these  disturbed  days 
we  would  say  that  persons  were 
“touched”  if  they  walked  down  our 
streets  or  highways  “Glorifying  and 
praising  God.”  It’s  a  sad  com¬ 
mentary  on  our  race,  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  our  day  that  the  public 
outdoor  praise  of  God  is  a  rather 
taboo  subject  with  most  people. 
And  herein  may  lie  the  reason  why 
our  church  rolls  are  so  full,  but  our 
altars  are  so  empty. 

There  is  another  and  much  more 
important  aspect  about  the  final 
scene  of  this  little  drama.  W[e  must 
realize  that  these  shepherds  were 
laymen.  The  first  Christian  wit¬ 
nesses  of  Christ  were  lay  people! 
There  are  some  people  today  who 
would  destroy  the  diference  be¬ 
tween  the  clergy  and  the  Laity.  I 
for  one  would  keep  the  difference. 
It  furnishes  a  two-fold  instrument 
for  propagating  the  Gospel.  The 
Ministry  has  a  special  and  a  pecul¬ 
iar  job  to  do.  To  many,  they  are 
the  “professionals,”  even  though  I 
do  not  like  the  terminology.  But 
I  would  preserve  the  position  of  the 
lay  person  who  also  has  a  peculiar 
office  to  perform.  Many  families 
for  one  reason  or  another,  have 
come  to  feel  that  the  church  does 
not  desire  a  place  in  their  lives,  or 
that  it  does  not  have  what  they 
need.  It  is  in  this  situation  that 
the  lay  person  can  find  his  greatest 
opportunity  and  responsibility.  The 
total  Christmas  story  is  not  told  un¬ 
til  you  and  I  assume  the  responsi¬ 
bility  to  “glorify  and  praise  God” 
in  our  daily  walks  of  life,  by  our 
words  and  our  deeds. 
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Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  for  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


Lesson  for  January  3,  1960:  PIONEERS  FOR  CHRIST 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  13.  LESSON  TEXT  ACTS  13T-4 
13-14,  44-49.  '  ’ 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins  should  be 
preached  in  his  name  to  all  nations.  Luke  24:47.  (RSV) 


Today  we  begin  our  study  of  Sunday  School 
lessons  for  a  new  calendar  year.  Through  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  just  closer,  our  lessons 
were  selected  from  the  first  twelve  chapters  of 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  During  the  first  quarter 
of  this  new  year,  our  lessons  will  be  selected 
from  the  remaining  sixteen  chapters  of  Acts. 

Throughout  the  portion  of  Acts  which  we 
have  studied,  our  lessons  centered  largely  in  and 
around  Jerusalem  and  the  mother  church  in 
Jerusalem.  Throughout  this  study  the  apostle 
Peter  was  the'  leading  character  in  the  church. 

Beginning  today,  and  continuing  through 
the  remaining  chapters  of  Acts,  we  will  find  that 
Paul  is  the  leading  character  in  the  development 
of  the  Chrsitian  church.  We  will  discover,  also, 
that  the  center  of  the  Christian  movement  will 
shift  from  Jerusalem  and  the  Jerusalem  church 
to  Antioch  and  the  newly  established  Christian 
church  in  Antioch. 

Our  lesson  subject  today  is  “Pioneers  For 
Christ.”  Our  lesson  pictures  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  missionary  work  as  envisioned  by  a 
missionary-minded  church  and  a  missionary- 
minded  group  of  pioneer  missionaries,  . 

In  our  first  lesson  for  the  new  calendar  year, 
it  should  be  especially  helpful  to  study  a  lesson 
with  a  pioneering  spirit  in  evidence,  as  we  enter 
the  new  year.  Perhaps  it  may  help  us  to  have 
a  forward-looking  spirit  and  attitude  to  encour¬ 
age  us  to  be  pioneers  this  year  in  a  good  cause. 

"The  Church  That  Was  At  Antioch" 

Antioch,  as  we  have  mentioned  before,  was 
the  third  largest  city  in  the  Roman  Empire.  It 
was  located  near  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  in  Syria,  about  three  hundred  miles  north 
of  Jerusalem.  It  had  a  cosmopolitan  population 
consisting  of  natives,  Greeks,  Romans,  Jews  and 
a  scattering  of  other  races.  Antioch  was  the 
great  center  of  population  and  commerce  in  this 
part  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

From  the  opening  verse  of  our  lesson  text, 
we  would  judge  that  the  membership  of  the 
Christian  church  in  Antioch  was  a  mixed  mem¬ 
bership.  At  least  the  leadership  of  the  church 
was  from  various  sources.  The  verse  names 
four  “prophets  and  teachers”  who  were  leaders 
of  the  church.  There  was  Barnabas,  a  native  of 
the  island  of  Cyprus,  who  had  been  sent  to  Anti¬ 
och  by  the  church  at  Jerusalem.  There  was 
“Simeon  that  was  called  Niger.”  Niger  means 
black  and  commentators  think  he  was  possibly 
of  African  origin.  Some  suggest  that  he  may 
have  been  the  Simeon  who  carried  the  cross  for 
Jesus.  There  was  Lucius  of  Cyrene  who  was 
Possibly  one  of  the  number  mentioned  in  Acts 
11:20  who  came  to  Antioch  preaching  not  only 
to  the  Jews  but  also  to  the  Greeks.  There  also 
was  Manaen,  “who  had  been  brought  up  with 
‘Herod  the  tetrarch’  ”  and  was  a  member  of  his 
court.  Among  the  four  also  was  Saul,  born  in 
Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  educated  at  the  feet  of  Ga¬ 
maliel  in  Jerusalem,  formerly  an  arch  enemy 
of  the  church,  now  a  Christian  leader. 

With  a  leadership  assembled  from  such  a 
wide  area,  we  should  not  be  surprised  that  the 
church  at  Antioch  had  a  breadth  of  vision  that 
the  Jerusalem,  strictly  Jewish  could  not  have. 

The  Christian  church,  born  in  Jerusalem, 
seems  to  have  come  of  age  in  Antioch. 

(1)  This  was  possible  because  the  church 
was  far  enough  removed  from  Jerusalem  to  be  i 


free  of  the  traditional  narrowness  of  the  Jews 
which  hampered  the  growth  of  the  church  in 
Jerusalem. 

(2)  While  the  Great  Commission  was  given 
by  Christ  at  Jerusalem,  the  church  at  Antioch 
seems  to  be  the  first  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  its 
real  meaning.  The  church  at  Antioch  was  the 
first  church  to  seriously  attempt  an  organized 
effort  to  carry  out  the  command  of  Jesus  to  “Go 
ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature.” 

(3)  The  church  at  Antioch  was  the  first 
Christian  Church  of  size  in  which  Jews  and 
Gentiles  held  membership  on  a  basis  of  equality. 

(4)  It  was  in  the  church  at  Antioch  where 
the  character  of  the  work  became  so  different 
from  the  work  in  Jewish  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  that  the  movement  was  given  a  name  of 
its  own.  “The  disciples  were  first  called  Ch^- 
tians  in  Antioch.” 

While  the  name  was  likely  given  to  them  in 
derision  by  outsiders,  it  so  well  described  the 
new  movement  that  it  was  adopted  as  the  per¬ 
manent  name  of  the  followers  of  Christ.  The 
new  name  was  given  the  Christians  because 
their  work  and  life  differed  so  widely  from  the 
work  commonly  carried  on  in  the  Jewish  church. 

The  acceptance  of  a  new  name  is  evidence 
that  it  had  dawned  on  the  Christians  here  that 
they  were  no  longer  a  part  of  the  Jewish  church, 
no  longer  limited  by  its  views  and  prejudices.. 

Commissioned  for  The  Mission  Field 

One  of  the  most  impressive  ceremonies  we 
have  ever  seen  is  held  annually  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  at  Buck  Hill  Falls  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  This  is  the  service  in  which  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  home  and  foreign  fields  are 
commissioned,  and  their  fields  of  service  an¬ 
nounced.  No  normal  person  can  sit  through  this 
service  without  being  deeply  moved. 

As  the  leaders  of  the  church  at  Antioch 
worked  together,  “The  Holy  Spirit  said,  ‘Sep¬ 
arate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work 
whereunto  I  have  called  them.’  ”  “After  prayer 
and  fasting  they  (the  other  leaders  of  the 
church)  laid  hands  on  them  and  sent  them 
away.” 

The  whole  church  at  Antioch  must  have 
been  a  part  of  this  general  movement.  Barnabas 
and  Saul  were  two  of  their  strongest  leaders  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  anyone  would  have  been 
allowed  to  “send  them  away”  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  church.  It  must  have  been  a  soul- 
stiri’ing  occasion  when  these  two  missionaries 
came  for  the  first  commissioning  in  church  his¬ 
tory.  Saul  and  Barnabas  were  conscious  of  a 
call  from  God  to  the  mission  field  and  the  church 
felt  a  call  from  God  to  commission  them  for  the 
service  and  to  undergird  them  as  they  went  into 
new  fields  with  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Beginning  of  Organized  Foreign  Missions 

The  Christian  church  was  very  young  and 
very  weak  when  it  began  this  tremendous  job 
of  world  evangelism.  It  could  have  found  many 
reasons  for  delaying  the  work  or  for  omitting 
it  altogether.  There  was  so  much  in  Antioch 
that  needed  to  be  done.  The  work  there  had 
only  made  a  good  beginning  as  compared  to  the 
fields  to  be  covered.  Nevertheless,  so  mean¬ 
ingful  was  the  “good  news”  to  them  and  so 
gent  did  the  Great  Commission  appear  that 


the  church  at  Antioch  was  willing  to  give  up  the 
strongest  leaders  it  had  to  furnish  workers  for 
the  enterprise  and  to  take  from  their  meager 
income  something  to  help  make  the  work  possi¬ 
ble.  The  first  church  that  took  on  the  name 
Christian  was  a  missionary  church.  Every 
church  today  that  claims  to  follow  Christ  should 
have  that  same  missionary  spirit. 

From  Antioch  in  Syria  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia 

The  first  stop  that  Barnabus  and  Saul  made, 
after  they  left  the  mainland  of  Syria  was  the  is¬ 
land  of  Cyprus  and  they  landed  at  Salamis. 
Cyprus  was  the  home  of  Barnabas  and  it  is 
thought  that  this  was  the  reason  for  making 
Cyprus  their  first  stop.  They  traveled  from 
Salamis  to  the  western  end  of  Cyprus  which 
was  about  one  hundred  miles.  They  preached 
in  the  Jewish  synagogues  as  they  went  but  evi¬ 
dently  nothing  much  happened  except  an  en¬ 
counter  with  a  sorcerer.  Luke  does  not  give 
any  results  from  their  ministry  in  Cyprus. 

From  the  western  of  Cyprus  they  sailed 
back  to  the  mainland  and  landed  at  Perga  in 
Pamphylia.  At  this  point  John  Mark,  who  had 
accompanied  Saul  and  Barnabas  that  far,  left 
them  and  returned  to  Jerusalem.  No  reason  is 
given  for  his  action.  Whatever  the  reason  was, 
it  was  not  satisfactory  to  Paul.  When  Paul 
started  on  his  second  missionary  journey  Barna¬ 
bas  again  wanted  to  take  John  Mark  with  them. 
Paul  objected  and  he  and  Barnabas  separated. 
Paul  took  Silas  with  him  and  Barnabas  took 
John  Mark  and  again  went  to  Cyprus. 

After  the  departure  of  John  Mark,  Paul  and 
Barnabas  moved  inland  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia. 
From  this  time  on  Paul  dropped  the  name  Saul. 
Some  think  that  it  was  because  Saul  was  a 
Jewish  name  and  Paul  a  Roman  name. 

On  the  Sabbath  day  Paul  and  Barnabas 
went  to  the  synagague  in  Antioch.  There  they 
were  invited  to  speak.  Paul  accepted  the  in¬ 
vitation  and  preached  a  very  effective  sermon. 
It  followed  somewhat  the  linq  of  thought  as  the 
sermon  Stephen  preached  just  before  his  execu¬ 
tion. 

The  Drawing  Power  of  Evangelistic  Preaching 

As  a  result  of  the  sermon  Paul  preached, 
when  the  next  sabbath  came,  our  lesson  text 
says,  “almost  the  whole  city  gathered  together 
to  hear  the  word  of  God.”  Paul  had  faithfully 
and  fearlessly  preached  the  gospel  and  multi¬ 
tudes  crowed  out  to  hear  him  again. 

The  greatest  crowd  that  ever  gathered  in 
Yankee  Stadium  in  New  York  for  any  attrac¬ 
tion,  was  the  crowd  that  came  to  the  stadium 
to  hear  Billy  Graham  preach.  The  gospel  of 
Christ,  plainly  and  simply  proclaimed,  still  has 
a  tremendous  drawing  power. 

When  the  Jewish  leaders  of  the  synagogue 
saw  what  was  happening  “they  were  filled  with 
envy.”  They  saw  quickly  that  the  gospel  Paul 
was  preaching  did  not  coincide  with  the  stilted, 
formal,  rituelistic  forms  of  worship  common¬ 
ly  practiced  there.  It  is  not  surprising  that  they 
objected  to  Paul  coming  into  their  place  of 
worship  with  such  a  dynamic  message.  The 
Jewish  leaders  made  open  opposition  to  Paul 
and  his  preaching.  Two  such  contradictory 
forms  of  worship  and  religion  could  not  exist 
peacefully  together  under  the  same  roof. 

"We  Turn  To  The  Gentiles" 

It  was  Paul’s  custom  to  carry  his  gospel 
first  to  the  Jews  wherever  he  went.  Whether 
that  was  the  result  of  the  influence  of  the  Jeru¬ 
salem  church  or  his  own  feelings,  we  do  not 
know.  However,  when  he  had  preached  to  the 
Jews  and  they  openly  rejected  his  message,  he 
felt  free  to  turn  elsewhere. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  told  the  Jews  that  “It 
was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God  should  first 
have  been  spoken  to  you.”  Nevertheless,  when 
they  refused  to  hear,  Paul  made  one  of  the  great 
decisions  of  his  ministry,  he  turned  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  This  does  not  mean  that  Paul  never 
preached  to  the  Jews  again.  More  than  once 
after  this,  he  preached  in  Jewish  synagogues, 
but  Paul  did  seem  to  feel,  from  that  time  on, 
that  his  mission  was  primarily  to  the  Gentiles. 

The  decision  of  Paul  to  “turn  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  pleased  the  Gentiles  very  much  and  they 


“glorified  the  word  of  the  Lord.”  Jewish  ene¬ 
mies  raised  so  much  trouble  that  Paul  and 
Barnabas  were  forced  to  leave  the  city.  Their 
next  stop  was  Iconium. 

Lesson  for  January  10,  1960: 
STRENGTHENING  OUR  CHURCHES 

READ:  FOR  BACKGROUND,  ACTS  13:50-52; 

Acts  14.  LESSON  TEXT.  ACTS  14:19-28 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  May  them  Lord  direct 

your  hearts  to  the  love •  of  God  and  the 

steadfastness  of  our  Christ.  11  Thessalonians 

3:5.  (RSV) 

Last  Sunday  our  lesion  featured  the  first 
foreign  missionary  campaign  in  th'e  history  of 
the  Christian  church.  Antioch,  in  Syria,  was  the 
headquarters  for  the  new  enterprise  and  Saul 
and  Barnabas  were  the  missionaries  being  sent 
out,  accompanied  by  John  Mark. 

On  leaving  Antioch,  the  missionary  party 
set  sail  for  Salamis  on  the  Island  of  Cyprus. 
The  party  traveled  to  the  extreme  west  coast 
of  Cyprus  and  set  sail  from  Paphos  back  to  the 
mainland  at  Perga  in  Pamphylia.  At  this  point 
John  Mark  left  the  party  and  returned  to  Jeru¬ 
salem.  1  * 

Paul  and  Barnabas  went  inland  to  the  city 
of  Antioch  in  Pisidia.  This  Antioch  is,  of  course, 
an  entirely  different  city  from  the  Antioch  in 
Syria  from  which  the  missionary  enterprise 
started.  The  success  of  Paul  and  Barnabas  was 
so  great  in  this  Pisidian  Antioch  that  Jewish 
leaders  became  quite  jealous  and  openly  op¬ 
posed  the  work  of  the  apostles. 

In  the  face  of  this  determined  Jewish  op¬ 
position,  Paul  gave  expression  to  a  great  decision 
.he  *  had  made  —  “Lo  we  turn  to  the  Gentile.” 
The  Jews  accepted  the  challenge  and,  we  are 
told,  with  the  ai^  of  “Devout*  and  honorable 
women  and  the  'chief  men  of.  the  city”  Paul 
and  Barnabas  wrere  driven  out.  We  are  told 
also,  as  they  left,,  that  Paul  and  Barnabas  “Shook 
off  the  dust  of  their  feet  against  them  and  came 
unto  Iconium.” 

Iconium  was  about  seventy-five  miles  south 
east  of  Antioch  in  Pisidia.  Despite  his  recent 
declaration  about  turning  to  the  Gentiles,  ap¬ 
parently  the  first  thing  Paul  and  Barnabas  did 
on  reaching  Iconium  was  to  go  into  the  Jewish 
synagogue.  There  they  preached  and  a  large 
number  of  both  Jews  and  Greeks  believed. 

The  Jewish  ldadfers  of  the  synagogue  were 
disturbed  and  they  stirred  u;j  a  great  reactiop 
to  the ’preaching  of  the  .apostles  so  that  the  city 
was  divided.  “Part  .held  with  the  Jews,  and 
pfirt.  with  the  apostles.”  Together  with  the 
rulers,  the  native*;  planned  to  stone  the  apostles. 
Hearing  of  their  purpose,  Paul  and  Barnabas 
moved  on  fo  Lystra  which  is  about  twelve  miles 
further  to  the  <outh.  •  • 

There  were  few  Jews  in  Lystra  ^‘-d  there 
was  no  Jewish  synagogue.  C consequently  the 
apostles  preached  directly  to  the  natives  wher¬ 
ever  opportunity  was  f*und.  Lystra  was  the 
home  of  Timothy  who  later  became  a  helper 
of*  Paul.*  Timothy’s  mother,  Eunice  and  his 
grandmother,  Lois,  also  lived  in  Lystra. 

In  Lystra,  Paul  healed  a  man  crippled  from 
birth.  This  miracle  created  a  profound  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  natives  of  Lystra,  who  worshipped 
many  heathen  gods.  Because  of  the  miracle, 
they  thought  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  gods  and 
set  about  through  their  priests  to  offer  an  elab¬ 
orate  sacrifice  to  Paul  and  Barnabas.  The  apos¬ 
tles  had  difficulty  convincing  them  that  they 
were  not  gods  but  people  like  the  rest  of  them. 

Old  Enemies  Make  New  Trouble 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  text  for  today 
which  opens  with  the  statement  that  Jews  from 
Antioch  and  Iconium  had  arrived  in  Lystra  and 
so  stirred  up  the  people  of  the  city  that  they 
stoned  Paul  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  city 
for  dead. 

These  were  the  same  Jewish  leaders,  it  is 
believed,  that  caused  the  apostles  trouble  while 
they  were  in  Antioch  and  Iconium  and  had 
forced  them  out  of  both  of  these  cities.  Those 
from  Antioch  had  come  almost  one  hundred 
miles  in  order  to  stir  up  trouble  for  the  apostles 
and  have  them  killed  if  possible.  Hatred  must 
have  been  deep-seated  to  cause  people  to  travel 


a  hundred  miles  in  those  days  in  order  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  plague  the  apostles. 

Stones  Fly  Again 

The  angry  mob  in  Lystra  that  stoned  Paul 
until  he  was  thought  to  be  dead,  was  made  up  of 
the  same  people  who  were  prepared,  only  a 
short  time  before,  to  worship  him  as  a  god.  This 
is  an  example  of  the  fickleness  and  uncertainty 
of  popular  sentiment  and  emotional  instability. 

Reading  of  this  sudden  change  in  sentiment 
and  attitude  reminds  one  of  the  great  throng 
that  spread  garments  on  the  ground  before 
Jesus  that  He  n-^ht  ride  over  them  as  He  en¬ 
tered- Jerusalem  and  shouted  “Hosanna,  Blessed 
is  he  that  cometh  in  the  naro.f  of  the  Lord.”  It 
was  only  a  few  days  later  that  these ’Jerusalem 
crowds  were  shoeing  to  Pilate,  “Crucify  him.” 

•  When  the  stones  began  to  fly,  that  beat  Paul 
into  unconsciousness,  one  cannot  but,  feel  that 
Paul  remembered  another  stoning  when  he  was 
a  part  of  the  group  that  was  stoning  to  death  a 
follower  of  Jesus.  Later  Paul  referred  to  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  stoned  in  the  line  of  serv¬ 
ice  but  he  did  not  give  us  any  insight  into  his 
thoughts  or  feelings  while  it  was  being  done. 
Paul  met  these  persecutions  in  the  same  spirit 
in  which  he  met  persecution  later  when  he  said, 
“None  of  these  things  move  me.” 

Paul  had  learned,  years  before  this  time, 
that  truth  could  not  be  stopped  by  stones.  The 
people  of  Lystra  had  not  learned  that  as  yet. 
Many  people  even  in  our  day  still  believe  that 
truth  can  be  crushed  by  force. 

"Truth  Crushed  To  Earth" 

It  was  the  poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant  who 
wrote: 

“Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again; 

The  eternal  yearS  of  God  are  hers; 

But  error,  wounded,  writhes  in  p’ain, 

And  dies  among  hie  worshippers. ” 

The  modern  statement,  “You  cannot  keep  a 
good  man  down,”  was  eminently  true  of  the 
Apostle  Paul.  The  people  that  stoned  him 
thought  they  had  killed  him  and  they  simply 
dragged  his  body  out  of  the  city  where  they 
were  willing  for  him  to  lie. 

As  Paul’s  friends  gathered  about  him  he  re¬ 
vived.  Despite  his  harrowing  experience,  Paul 
did  not  run  away.  "Instead  he  walked  directly 
back  into  the  city  where  he  had  been  stoned. 
Paul  was  the  embodiment  of  truth  and  He  did 
“rise  again”  and  continued  a  ministry  of  ever 
increasing  power  until  he  died  in  Rome  for  the 
cause  and  the  Christ  he  loved. 

Taking  The  Long  Way  Home 

*-  On  the  day  following  his^ stoning,  Paul  and 
Barnabas  left  Lystra  and  continued  their  jour¬ 
ney  Another  forty*  miles  south  east  tP  Derbe. 

From  Derbe  Paul  and  ’Barnabas  started 
back  to  the  mother  church  at  Antioch  in  S#yria. 
,Ii  they  had  goye  east  from’D<=rbe,  it' was  only 
abou?  a  hundred  miles  to  Tarsus,  Paul’s  home 
town,  and  about  "another  hundred  miles  on  to 
their  headquarters  at  Antioch  in  Syria. 

However,  Paul  and  Barnabas,  did  not  choose 
this  journey  of  two  hundred*  Iniles  home;  rather 
they  chose  a  route  that  covered  about  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  miles.  They  chose  this  longer 
route  in  order  that  they  might  re-visit  the  towns 
where  they  had  preached  in  the  face  of  opposi¬ 
tion,  that  they  might  strengthen  the  churches 
established  there.  They  re-visited  Lystra,  where 
Paul  was  stoned,  and  Iconium  where  plans  were 
being  made  to  stone  Paul  and  Barnabas  and 
Antioch  in  Pisidia  where  the  “Devout  and  hon¬ 
orable  women  and  the  chief  men  of  the  city” 
had  helped  Jewish  leaders  drive  Paul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  out  of  the  city. 

The  purpose  of  this  return  visit  was  to 
“Strengthen  The  Churches.” 

(1)  They  confirmed  the  souls  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples.  Strengthening  the  souls  of  the  disciples, 
as  it  reads  in  the  Revised  Standard  version. 

(2)  The  disciples  were  exhorted  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  faith.  They  were  led  to  know  that 
they  had  only  made  a  beginning  in  the  Christ¬ 
ian  life  and  that  only  by  faithfulness  would 
they  receive  the  larger  rewards. 

(3)  The  new  disciples  in  these  churches 
were  frankly  told  that  they  could  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God  only  through  many  tribulations. 
In  no  place  does  the  New  Testament  indicate 


that  the  Christian  way  of  life  is  an  easy  way. 
It  is  a  happy,  useful,  rewarding  way  but  not 
always  a  happy  way,  as  we  think  of  happiness. 

(4)  In  all  of  these  churches  Paul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  appointed  elders  or  leaders  in  order  that 
the  church  might  have  proper  direction. 

(5)  After  prayer  and  fasting,  the  apostles 
commended  these  new  churches  to  the  Lord 
whose  help  they  would  need  so  much. 

Here  we  have  the  plan  for  the  successful 
spread  of  the  kingdom.  First  there  is  evangel¬ 
ism.  People  are  converted  to  a  new  way  of  life. 
Then  there  is  stablization  by  cultivation  and 
teaching.  Then  there  is  organization  in  order 
that  the  new  converts  may  have  proper  direction 
in  their  work.  It  was  such  a  process  that  Paul 
established  many  new  churches  in  his  com¬ 
paratively  short  ministry. 

The  Returned  Missionaries  Report 

After  they  had  finished  their  work  with  the 
newly  organized  churches,  Paul  and  Barnabas 
traveled  south  from  Antioch  in  Pisidia  to  Perga 
and  to  the  coastal  town  of  Attalia  and  sailed 
for  Antioch  in  Syria. 

When  they  reached  Antioch,  from  which 
thev  started  os  the  wide  missionary  tour,  Paul 
and  Barnabas  called  the  church ‘together  and 
made  a  report  of ,  their  experiences  and  the  re¬ 
sults  of  their  labors.  They  did  this  because  the 
apostles  felt  a  deep  obligation  to  this  church 
whmh  had  commissioned  them  and  set  them 
apart  for  this  missionary  work  and  had  possibly 
helped  to  make  the  journey  possible. 

Every  full-time  worker  in  the  church  should 

have  an  abiding  love  for  the  people  who  make 

it  possible  for  him  to  answer  God’s  call  and 

sperd  his  whole  time  in  Christian  work.  He 

could  not  do  it  but  for  the  people  who  support 

him  financially  and  morally  in  his  werk. 

» 

All  God  Had  Dorse  With  Them 

In  this  ’report.*  Paul  and  Barnabas  “Re¬ 
hearsed  all  that  God  had  done  WTTH  them.” 
The*'  did  not  talk  so  much  about  what  God  had 
•Ron"  "for  them  or  through  them.  They  re¬ 
port  ?d  what  God  had  done  WITH  them.  In  this 
statement  we  find  something  of  the  picture 
whieh  was  in  the  minds  of  the  apostles  of  how 
God  had  used  them.  They  seemed  to  feel  that 
the'*  were  simply  instruments  in  God’s  hands 
for  His  service.  By  using  them  as  instruments. 
God  had  WITH  them  accomplished  great  things 
in  the  cities  they  had  visited.  God  does  some 
thin  as  for  us  and  to  us  and  through  us  but  only 
when  He  is  able  to  work  with  us  as  His  instru¬ 
ment  for  service  can  He  accomplish  His  larger 
purposes. 

A  Door  Opened  Through  Fc*ilh 

T>.e  apostles'  could  have  given  a  very  pessi¬ 
mistic’ report'of  tneir  journey.  Apparently  they 
had  accomplished  little  worth  recording  in  the 
Island  of  Cyprus.  They  had  been  run  out  of 
the  three  cities  in  which  they  did  most  o?  their, 
preaching.  They  coal'd  have*  reported  the  at¬ 
tempt  on  Paul’s  life  in*  Lystra  where  his  enemies 
really  thought  thef  had  killed  him.  -  ' 

Instead  of  such  a  report,  the  apostles  talked 
of  how  “He  (God)  had  opened  the  door  of  faith 
unto  the  Gentiles.”  They  forgot  difficulties  and 
talked  of  open  doors. 


The  Committee  on  Cooperation  in 
Latin  America  —  a  department  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  U.S.A. — will  shortly  have 
six  industrial  evangelists  in  service  in  Brazil. 
They  will  be  Brazilians  and  the  first  such  in¬ 
dustrial  evangelist-missionaries  in  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  According  to  Dr.  Howard  W.  Yoder,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Committee,  the  job  of  the  evangelist 
is  to  create  a  nucleus  of  Protestants  in  factories, 
mines  and  mills  who  can  “get  the  Christian 
message  across  to  the  man  at  the  bench  next  to 
him.”  One  new  evangelist  points  out  that  “only 
when  the  Protestant  message  is  pro-Christ  can 
it  combat  successfully  the  anti-religions  of  com¬ 
munism  and  nationalism.”  In  the  face  of  local 
nationalism,  it  is  said,  the  native-born  Protes¬ 
tant,  because  he  is  closest  to  his  compatriots, 
has  the  best  chance  of  success  in  reaching  and 
training  laymen,  who  can  continue  the  work 
after  the  evangelist  moves  on  to  another  job. 
Wide  experience  outside  their  own  countries 
and  training  in  methods  of  dealing  with  com¬ 
munism  are  also  important  pre-requisites  for 
the  evangelist-missionaries. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  A.  Welch, 
teachers  in  the  Leonard  Theological 
College  in  Jabalpur,  India,  and  their 
son,  Ashu,  and  daughter,  Yammu, 
will  return  to  the  United  States  on 
furlough  next  June.  Rev.  Mr.  V/elch's 
home  is  in  Natchitoches.  They  will 
visit  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  ‘in  Bunkie  and  also 
spend  some  time  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


Two  Meiliodists 
Selected  for  Kappa 
Sigma  Awards 

Two  young  Methodists  are  among 
the  four  Centenary  College  students 
selected  this  year  as  winner  of  the 
annual  national  scholarship  and 
leadership  awards  of  Kappa  Sigma 
fraternity. 

The  top  award,  a  $100  check  and 
honor  certificate,  went  to  William 
E.  “Jackie”  Carpenter  of  Winns- 
boro,  who  was  a  juiyor  class  ;*rvor- 
ite,  «is  listed  in  “Who’s  W4o,”  is  a 
member  of  the  college  band  and 
choir,  active  in  intramural  athletics 
•and  is  a  member  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa,  honorary  leadership  and 
service  fraternity.  Carpenter  is  a 
Presbyterian. 

Fred  Willis  of  Coushatta,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Coushatta  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  at  Centenary,  was  given 
one  of  two  honor  certificates  as  a 
runner-up  for  the  award.  The  other 
runner-up  selected  was  Coan  Ira 
Knight,  Jr.,  of  Leesville,  a  membeer 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Leesville  and  also  an  MSM  member 
on  the  local  campus. 

All  of  the  winners  were  selected 
on  the  basis  of  leadership,  scholar¬ 
ship,  service  to  the  fraternity,  par¬ 
ticipation  in  athletics  and  other 
campus  activities  and  general  con¬ 
tributions  to  college  life. 

George  S.  Acton,  Jr.,  of  Plain 
Dealing,  who  will  -serve  as  presi- 


Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  pastor  of 
the  Gretna  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans  District,  is  shown  examining 
one  of  the  Interpreter's  Bibles  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  members  of  his  congre¬ 
gation.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  E.  W.  Hayle,Jay  leader,  at  a  party 
given  in  the  parsonage  December  13. 


dent  of  the  Centenary  chapter  of 
Kappa  Sigma  during  the  coming 
year,  won  the  $50  check  and  honor 
certificate  as  the  outstanding  junior 
student.  Acton,  a  Baptist,  was  a 
student  trainee  at  the  Oak  Ridge 
Institute  of  Nuclear  Studies  during 
the  past  summer,  won  the  outstand¬ 
ing  freshman  and  chemistry 
achievement  awards  during  his  in-, 
itial  year*-on  the  campus. 


Alexandria  District 
Parsonettes  Hold 
Christmas  Party 

A  Christmas  Party  for  the 
preachers  and  their  families  was 
planned  by  the  Parsonnettes  of  the 
Alexandria  District  for  December 
10th  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Alexandria.  The  party  began  at 
5:30  p.m.*  with'  a  delicious*  turkey 
dinner  served  by  ladies  from  the 
Alexandria  First  Church.  ^At  this 
time  Rev.  and  Mi*s.  A.  W.  lownsend 
were  honored  by  the  preacher  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  district  with  a  Love  Of¬ 
fering  which  is  to  ke  sent  to  t*.e 
mission  field  in  South  America. 

The  music  committee  of  the  Par- 
sonette  group  had  charge  of  the 
program  with  Mrs.  Carl  Barham  as 
chairman.  The  program  was  en¬ 
titled  “Something  Old  and  Some¬ 
thing  New”  for  Christmas.  With 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Towsend  at  the  piano, 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway  led  the  group  in 
the  singing  of  Christmas  hymns 
from  the  Methodist  Hymnal.  #The 
“Old”  of  the  program  was  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  beautiful  and  always 
meaningful  Christmas  story  from 
the  Bible  by  Mrs.  George  Pierce. 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Holladay  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Alexandria  District  Par¬ 
sonnettes. 

Presents  “Messiah” 
Blackwater  Church 

Blackwater  Methodist  C  h-u  r  c  h 
Choir'  wfth ’guest  soloists  presented 
“The  Messiah”  by  Handel,  under 
the  direction  of  George  Hicks  at  the 
Hour  of  Evangelism  recently.  White, 
chapel -candelabra  held  red  candles 
which  illuminated  the  sanctuary 
during  the  service.  The  altar  cross 
and  candles  were  flanked  by  poin- 
setta  arrangements  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Harold  Hogan.  Tim  Pyron  was 
guest  organist  for  the  evening.  Wal¬ 
ter  Green  of  L.S.U.  Graduate  School 
of  Music  as  guest  tenor  sang  “Com¬ 
fort  Ye  My  People”  and  “Every 
Valley  Shall  Be  Exalted.”  . 

%  Dr.  J.  Forest  West,  a  member  of 
the  Voice  Faculty  at  L.S.U.,  guest 
bass  soloist,  rendered,  “Thus  Saith 
-the  'Lord,”  “feirt  Who  May  Abide- 
the  Day  of  His  Coming?”,  and  “For, 
Behold,  Darkness  Shall  Cover  the 
Earth.” 

Guo.st  soprano,  Mrs.'  PatriC-ia 
Gammon,,  soloist  ’for  the'  L.S.U.  A 
.Cappella  Ghoir  and  for  Ingelside 
Methodist  Church,  sang,  .  “There 
Were  Shepherds  Abiding  in  the 
’Fields”  and  “Lo!  The  Angel  of  the 
Lord  Came  Upon  Them,”  “And  the 
Angel  Said  Unto  Them,”  “And  Sud¬ 
denly  There  Was  With  the  Angel,” 
and  “Rejoice  Greatly  O  Daughter 
of  Zion.” 

Miss  Nola  Frink,  guest  contralto, 
contributed,  “Behold,  A  Virgin 
Shall  Conceive,”  “Then  Shall  the 
Eyes  of  the  Blind  Be  Opened,”  “He 
Shall  Feed  His  Flock  Like  a  Shep¬ 
herd”  and  with  the  choir,  “O  Thou 
That  Tellest  Good  Tidings  to  Zion.” 
Miss  Frink  is  a  student  of  the  L.S.U. 
Graduate  School  of  Music. 

The  complete  choir  of  twenty- 
five  voices  sang,  “And  the  Glory  of 
the  Lord,”  “For  Unto  Us  a  Child  Is 
Born,”  “Glory  to  God,”  and  “Halle¬ 
lujah.” 

There  was  a  near  capacity  crowd 
of  one  hundred  seventy-four  at¬ 
tended  the  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  sand¬ 
wiches  and  hot  chocolate  were 
served  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  Host¬ 
esses  were  the  ladies  of  the  Black¬ 
water  Choir. 
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Shown  are  the  six  choirs  of.  First  Methodist  Church,  On  December  20,  the  Chancel  choir  presented  the 
hidden,  which  on  Dec  fi-ber  13  took  part  id  a  Carol  Christmas  cantata  at  the  evening  v,‘orship  service, 
and  Candlelight  service  at  the  cliurch..-  .  " 


On  Sunday,  December  6,  1959,  at  7:00  o'clock  p.m. 
the  Chancel  Choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia,  presented  portions  of  "Messiah"  written  by 
George  Frederick  Handel. 

The  members  of  the  "Messiah"  chorus  were:  Mes- 
dames  John  W.  Trotter,  Compton  LaBauve,  Calvin  Bag- 
well,  M.  C.  Arnett,  Henry  Dauterive,  Jr.,  Ray  Derouen, 
C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  Wade  Gajan,  Earl  Hall,  Jr.,  H.  B.  Hunt, 
Howard  Lyle,  Louise  Leger,  Helen  Miller,  and  Earl  Voelz. 
Misses  Gale  Blevins,  Cynthia  Case,  Brenda  DeBuse,  Carol 
Hodges,  Patricia  Rush,  Judy  Brownlee,  Sally  Door,  Norma 
Fldridge,  Elvira  Frick,  Kay  Thomas,  Mary  Ann  Gra)> 


Catherine  LaBauve,  and  Cynthia  Stockstill;  Messrs.  Cecil 
Blackwell,  R.  B.  Boatright,  Mac  Carter,  Earl  Hall,  Jr., 
Earl  Hall,  III,  Newton  Pharr,  Joe  Valenti,  Jr.,  Mike  Deare, 
Thomas  Brwonlee,  Dale  Brownlee,  and  Jonathan  Cooke. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker  was  organist  and  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr., 
was  director. 

Reverend  Jack  Cooke,  Minister  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  presided  over  the  service  and  led  the  invocation 
and  benediction. 

The  church  was  filled  with  a  capacity  crowd  of  an 
estimated  350  persons. 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Available  Visual 
Aids  Not  Being 
Used  by  Many 

Chicago  —  Many  churches  are 
not  taking  full  advantage  of  the 
wealth  of  films,  filmstrips  and  other 
religious  visual  aids  now  available 
for  the  congregational  teaching  and 
preaching  programs'. 

This  opinion  was  voiced  here  re¬ 
cently  by  a  group  of  specialists  in 
religious  visual  aids  at  the  close  of  a 
two-day  meeting  in  the  Morrison 
Hotel. 

The  Religious  Education  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Audio-Visual  Council  on 
Public  Informaiton,  at  its  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting,  agreed  that  while 
millions  of  dollars  are  spent  each 
year  by  denominational  and  com¬ 
mercial  film  companies  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  religious  films  and  oth¬ 
er  projected  visual  aids,  surveys  in¬ 
dicate  that  many  churches  are  not 
using  these  teaching  tools  to  the 
best  advantage  because  the  minister 
and  his  staff  do  not  have  sufficient 
information  and  training  in  the 
techniques  and  the  proper  use  of 
available  visual  aids  in  the  teaching 
and  preaching  program. 

To  provide  this  information,  the 
Committee  adopted  a  17-point  pro¬ 
gram  for  assisting  congregations  in 
making  the  best  use  of  available 
visual  aids. 

-  This  program  will  include  sur¬ 
veys  pertaining  to  present  proce¬ 
dures;  publishing  booklets  and  bro¬ 
chures:  preparing  articles  on  proper 
audio-visual  usages  for  publication 
in  church  and  secular  magazines; 
producing  motion  pictures,  film¬ 
strips  and  recordings  beamed  to 
pastors  and  congregational  audio¬ 
visual  coordinators  and  committees. 

Formation  of  the  Committee  was 
spearheaded  by  the  Rev.  Alva  I. 
Cox,  New  York  City,  Director  of 
Audio-Visual  and  Broadcast  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  Don  White,  Fairfax, 
Va.,  Executive  Vice-President  of 
the  National  Audio-Visual  Associa¬ 
tion. 

At  the  close  of  the  Chicago  meet¬ 
ing,  the  Rev.  Donald  Lantz,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Religious  Education  for  Fam¬ 
ily  Films,  Hollywood,  Calif.,  was 
elected  Chairman  of  the  committee. 
James  P.  Thompson  of  Concordia 
Films,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  elected 
Vice-Chairman,  and  Miss  Mary 
Phillis  Young,  Director  of  Audio- 
Visual  Education,  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  USA,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  was  elected  Secretary.  These 
officers  will  serve  with  Messrs.  Cox 
and  White  as  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  new  organization. 


Helps  for  Mission  Study 
Available 

“Congo  Christian  Centers”  is  a 
filmstrip  and  recording  descrip¬ 
tive  of  Christian  missions  in  the 
Congo  area  of  Africa,  and  may 
be  used  helpfully  in  the  current 
mission  study.  This  film  may  be 
had  from  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education, 
without  charge  except  for  post¬ 
age  and  handling. 


Monroe  District  to 
Have  Christian 
^Career  Clinic 

Camp  Chemin-A-Haut,  8  miles 
north  of  Bastrop  will  be  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  Monroe  District  Chris¬ 
tian  Career  Clinic.  The  clinic  will 
start  at  4  p.m.,  Monday  the  28th  of 
December  and  will  adjourn  at  4 
p.m.  the  29th. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Dean  of  the 
Divinity  School  at  Vanderbilt  is  to 
be  the  main  speaker.  Others  on  the 
staff  include:  Harry  Ezell  and  Joy 
Brand,  social  workers;  Rev.  Ben 
Oliphant  and  Rev.  Earl  Emmerich, 
Ministry;  Mrs.  Jo  Halbach,  educa¬ 
tion;  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland, 
Journalism  and  Eugene  Smith, 
music. 

A  new  approach  is  going  to  be 
tried  this  year  in  the  Vocational 
Clinic.  This  clinic  is  not  to  be  re¬ 
stricted  to  those  who  are  presently 
considering  a  Church  related  voca¬ 
tion. 

The  clinic  is  for  seniors  in  high 
school  or  college  freshmen  who  are 
struggling  with  the  choice  of  a  vo¬ 
cation. 


Fifteen  Methodist 
Youth  To  Share 
Travel  Seminar 

Opportunity  for  a  European  trav¬ 
el  seminar  experience  with  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  European  Christian 
Youth  Assembly  July  13-24,  1960, 
in  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  awaits 
fifteen  Methodist  young  persons. 
The  fifteen,  to  be  selected  from 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  older 
youth  and  well-qualified  graduating 
high  school  seniors,  will  visit  seven 
European  countries. 

“Jesus  Christ,  the  Light  of  the 
World”  will  be  the  assembly’s 
theme.  Delegates  from  Asia,  Afri¬ 
ca,  and  the  Americas  will  join 
European  youth  in  studying  the 
meaning  of  this  promise  for  the 
world,  for  Europe,  and  for  the  local 
church. 

Factors  upon  which  selection  of 
the  fifteen  youth  will  be  based  in¬ 
clude  a  willingness  to  engage  in 
preparatory  study,  some  knowledge 
of  one  of  the  languages,  and  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  ecumenical 
movement.  Also,  those  who  go 
should  be  available  to  take  part  in 
the  North  American  Ecumenical 
Youth  Assembly  in  August,  1961. 
Each  applicant  is  to  be  sponsored 
by  some  MYF  group.  Final  selec¬ 
tion  will  be  made  by  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education. 

The  seminar  group  will  leave 
New  York  about  June  10  and  re¬ 
turn  about  August  25.  First  on  the 
itinerary  is  a  week  in  England,  then 
a  week  of  travel  through  Holland, 
Belgium,  and  France.  Three  days 
of  orientation  near  Lausanne  will 
precede  the  assembly.  A  visit  to 
Austria  and  Germany  will  be  made 
before  the  youth  and  their  coun¬ 
selors  return  home. 


MYF  Reading  Project 
To  Feature  Six  Books 

The  six  books  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  special  reading 
project  will  be  featured  for  reading 
during  1960.  Formerly  one  of  these 
books  had  been  featured  each  year 
since  the  project  began  as  a  Lenten 
emphasis. 

“We  believe  that  with  new  gen¬ 
erations  of  young  people  coming 
along,  some  of  them  may  not  have 
bed§£antroduced  to  some  of  the  first 
books  which  were  printed,”  says 
the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell,  director 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education’s 
Youth  Department.  “Therefore 
there  will  be  no  new  book  printed 
in  1960.” 

The  books  are  1  Believe,  by  Nevin 
C.  Harner;  I  Belong,  by  Hoover  Ru¬ 
pert;  I  Follow,  by  Charles  M.  Lay- 
mon;  1  Serve,  by  Thomas  R.  Ben¬ 
nett;  The  Burning  Thirst,  by  Lydel 
Sims;  and  Choose  Life,  by  Robert 
R.  Powell. 

To  help  with  publicizing  the 
books,  an  attractive  new  flyer 
(2485-B)  has  been  prepared.  The 
Service  Department,  P.  O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tenn.,  will  send  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  flyer  on  request. 

Music  Album  For 
Worship  Study 
Available 

Music  for  Worship,  a  Cokesbury 
album  featuring  hymns  and  chant:, 
recorded  by  the  choir  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  organ 
solor  by  V.  Earle  Copes,  is  a  new 
music  resource. 

The  album’s  twenty-three  selec¬ 
tions  follow  these  great  themes: 
adoration  and  praise,  confession,  the 
Word,  and  dedication  and  consecra¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Lloyd  Pfatuach  of  Perkin: 
School  of  Theology  conducts  the 
choir.  Accompaniment  is  by  Mr 
Copes,  music  editor  for  the  Editori¬ 
al  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Education. 

Music  for  Worship  is  primarily 
intended  for  use  in  four  youth  study 
units.  These  are  “Worship  and  the 
Arts,”  for  older  youth;  “The  Church 
and  Its  Music,”  for  seniors;  and  two 
for  junior  highs,  “Carols  and 
Hymns”  and  “Sing  Alleluia.” 

The  albumn  is  valuable  for  choirs 
and  for  any  group  seeking  better 
understanding  of  music’s  role  in 
worship.  It  would  enrich  church  li¬ 
braries  and  home  record  collections. 
Music  for  Worship  consists  of  two 
33%-rpm  records.  Its  price  is  $5.95 
at  Cokesbury  book  stores,  retail 
division  of  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 


The  Christian  Cross  appears  on 
the  design  of  the  newest  denomi¬ 
nation  of  U.  S.  postage.  It  is  the 
St.  George’s  Cross  and  it  is  display¬ 
ed  prominently  on  the  new  two- 
and-one-half-cent  stamp  recently- 
issued  by  the  Post  Office  Depart¬ 
ment.  A  denomination  not  seen 
before,  the  stamp  anticipates  a  rate 
increase  for  printed  matter  postage 
from  2  cents  to  2V2  cents  in  the 
near  future.  The  new  stamp  shows 
the  Bunker  Hill  monument  in  Bos¬ 
ton. 


" ELECTION  TIME"  was  the  theme  of  Lafayette's  Asbury  church's 
Builder's  Class  party  held  recently  by  that  group.  This  young  adult  class 
is  taught  by  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton.  Hoyt  Cole  is  the  class  president.  Shown 
above  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the  centerpiece  are,  left  to  right, 
David  Jordon,  Frank  Wright,  Mrs.  Luther  Kersey,  Mrs.  Hoyt  Cole,  Mrs.  Bob 
Edge,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Chitwood,  and  Mrs.  W.  N.  Crawford. 
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CHINESE  MAGI.  This  Nativity  scene  of  the  Three  Wise  Men  enroute 
to  Bethlehem  was  painted  on  silk  by  the  Chinese  artist  Lucas  Ch'en. 

(RNS  photo ) 


Magnolia  Members 
Entertained 
With  a  Tea 

A  typical  Southern  traditional 
Christmas  setting  was  the  back¬ 
ground  which  ushered  in  the  Yule- 
tide  season  for  members  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Magnolia  when  Mrs.  Guy  Wilson, 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Fireovid,  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident,  entertained  the  members  with 
a  tea  on  Thursday,  Dec.  10th,  from 
2  to  5  p.m. 

The  Wilson  home  was  decorated 
throughout  for  the  occasion.  The 
entrance  door  swathed  in  a  mas¬ 
sive  wreath  with  large  bells,  was 
opened  by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole,  Sr.,  and 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Burton,  who  presented 
the  guests  to  the  hostesses.  In  the 
foyer  a  giant  silver  tree  with  red 
ornaments  was  reflected  in  a  large 
mirror  and  formed  the  background 
for  members  of  the  house  party,  all 
of  whom  wore  colorful  Christmas 
corsages,  individually  designed  by 
the  hostesses. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Rhea,  Mrs.  Bill  Eckert 
and  Mrs.  Donald  Pittman  directed 
the  guests  through  the  rooms  of  this 
well-known  home,  a  landmark  of 
the  city.  Mrs.  David  McVeigh  and 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Thomas  registered  the 
104  guests  in  the  spacious  den  where 
soft  music  permitted  the  guests  to 
enjoy  a  conversation  corner.  Red 
candles  with  arrangements  of  na¬ 
tive  pine,  holly  and  cedar  were  used 
at  vantage  points,  with  an  open 
Bible  taking  central  place. 

The  large  dining  room,  centered 
with  a  Christmas  tea  table,  was 
most  outstanding  with  its  fireplace 
mantel.  Here  a  Madonna  figurine 
flanked  by  Christmas  angels  and 
burning  tapers  was  the  focal  center 
of  the  decorative  scheme.  The  buf¬ 
fet  and  china  cabinet  had  scenes  of 
the  Natavity  wtih  angel’s  hair  giv¬ 
ing  a  soft  touch.  The  table  was 
covered  with  an  exquisitely  em¬ 
broidered  cloth  of  white  linen.  Red 
carnations  sprinkled  with  glittering 
silver  formed  the  centerpiece.  Al¬ 
ternating  at  the  silver  tea  and  cof¬ 
fee  services  were:  Mrs.  Bob  King, 
Mrs.  Chas.  Duncan,  Mrs.  Hugh 
Longino  and  Mrs.  Lauren  Davis. 

Further  assisting  i  n  serving 
Christmas  dainties  were:  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Peace,  Mrs.  Claude  Crumpler  and 
Mrs.  Vance  Elmore. 

Each  departing  guest  carried  with 
her  a  lingering  memory  of  the  huge 
porch  basket  of  pine,  holly  and 
poinsettias,  emblematic  of  Southern 
hospitality,  fellowship  and  love. 


Women  in  the  Church 

Methodist  women  of  Demarest, 
N.J.,  who  put  their  talents  to  work 
to  help  raise  money  to  build  a  new 
church,  have  been  featured  in  the 
Pages  of  a  national  magazine. 
Weary  of  holding  bazaars  to  raise 
their  annual  $1,000  pledge  to  the 
church  building  fund,  members  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
■Service  decided  to  test  the  “Parable 
°f  the  Talents.”  In  a  short  time 
some  fifty  members  were  knitting 
hats,  designing  jewelry,  baby-sit- 
l'Pg,  selling  Christmas  cards  and 
candles,  crocheting  doll  blankets, 
running  a  taxi  service,  and  baking 
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cookies,  coffee  cakes  and  cinnamon 
rolls.  The  report  is  that  the  WSCS 
not  only  raised  its  pledge,  but  had 
$700  left  over  to  start  a  special  fund 
for  a  kitchen  in  the  new  church. 
The  church  was  recently  dedicated. 


A  short  course  for  training  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Church  is  being  offered  by  the 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Gothenburg,  Sweden.  This  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  such  seminary 
course  for  lay  women  of  Methodism. 


Miss  Mabel  Whitehead,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  was  the  recipient  of 
an  “International  Cultural  Award” 
by  the  Hyogo  Prefecture  of  Japan, 
for  her  educational  service  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Seiwa  Women’s  Junior  Col¬ 
lege  in  Nishinomiya,  Japan.  Miss 
Whitehead  is  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  College 
is  supported  by  Methodism’s  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
Miss  Whitehead  went  to  Japan  as 
a  missionary  in  1917  and  did  rural 
evangelistic  work  for  eight  years. 
In  1925  she  was  named  dean  of  the 
theological  department  of  the  Lam- 
buth  Training  School  for  Christian 
Workers  in  Nishinomiya  and  has 
been  related  to  that  institution  for 
the  last  34  years  as  organizer,  teach¬ 
er,  president  and  honorary  presi¬ 
dent. 


Two  women  divinity  graduates 


have  been  granted  the  right  to 
preach  —  but  not  to  administer  the 
sacraments  —  by  Bishop  Helge 
Ljungberg  of  Stockholm,  Sweden. 
They  are  Dr.  Margit  Sahlin,  direc¬ 
tor  of  St.  Catherine’s  Foundation, 
an  institute  for  the  training  of 
women  for  church  work  under  the 
Swedish  National  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Mrs.  Barbro  Nordholm-Stahl! 
Dr.  Sahlin  was  given  permission  to 
conduct  services  in  the  new  chapel 
of  the  Foundation  and  in  other 
churches  in  the  diocese.  Mrs.  Nord¬ 
holm-Stahl  will  conduct  services  in 
the  congregation  of  Oscar. 


Dover  Completes 
Study 

Twenty  members  and  three  vis¬ 
itors  of  the  Dover  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  were  led  in  the 
study  “The  Church’s  Mission  in 
Town  and  Country”  during  Novem¬ 
ber  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Earl  Horton,  Russellville,  Conway 
District  secretary  of  missionary  ed¬ 
ucation.  Active  participation  by 
the  members  made  the  study  one  of 
the  finest  experiences  of  any  study 
held  there. 

Miss  Mary  Chaffin,  deaconess  of 
the  North  Arkansas  conference,  was 
guest  at  the  second  session,  show¬ 
ing  slides  and  telling  of  her  work 
in  the  rural  area  of  Madison  Coun¬ 
ty- 

Meaningful  worship  centers  and 
devotions  highlighted  each  session. 
Role  playing  was  presented  as  part 
of  the  assignments,  as  well  as  news¬ 
paper  clippings  showing  the  change 
of  population,  with  the  need  for  the 
church  to  meet  its  mission. 

A  playlet  was  presented  at  the 
fourth  session  entitled  “Neighbors.” 

The  study  group  chose  as  an  ac¬ 
tion  from  this  the  sending  of  a  box 
of  useful  clothes  and  things  to  Miss 
Chaffin. 

As  an  expression  of  gratitude  for 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Horton,  the 
study  group  presented  her  with  a 
gift. 

Mrs.  Bumpers 
Speaks  at 
Bull  Shoals 

On  November  12th  Mrs.  Paul 
Bumpers  of  Batesville  spoke  to  the 
Bull  Shoals  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  her  trip  to  the 
United  Nations  Seminar.  This  was 
the  last  session  of  the  mission  study 
on  the  United  Nations. 

At  the  December  meeting  Bernice 
Holmgren  was  presented  with  an 
Adult  Life  Membership  pin.  Rachel 
Engler,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Engler,  received  a  Baby 
Membership. 

The  Society  sent  a  Christmas  gift 
to  the  Sanatorium  at  Booneville. 
Bull  Shoals  now  has  a  membership 
of  twenty-seven,  with  Nellie  Dyer 
Circle  having  fourteen  members. 


Presenting  the  playlet  ", Neighbors "  were:  Mrs.  O.  L.  Povnter  Mrs 
Bill  McAlister,  and  Mrs.  Lee  Cloud.  royaler,  Mrs 
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World 

Trade 

By  George  H.  Wilson,  New  Orleans* 


THIS  subject  is  so  vast  as  to  be  almost  be¬ 
yond  comprehension,  and  its  vastness 
can  be  compared  only  to  the  immeasur¬ 
able  ignorance  and  the  confusion  of  the 
writer  on  the  subject.  But  a  lack  of  compre¬ 
hension  has  never  yet  stymied  a  clergyman,  and 
especially  one  from  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 

Therefore,  we  enter  into  this  discussion  of 
the  role  of  the  Church  in  World  Trade  with  the 
hope  that  everyone  will  practice  charity  in 
judgment  and  remember  that  portion  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  dealing  with  forgiveness. 

During  the  Christmas  Holidays  of  1955  a 
play  appeared  on  television  in  which  the  two 
great  powers  of  the  world  were  perched  on  the 
brink  of  war  with  each  other.  A  24  hour  ulti¬ 
matum  had  been  issued,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  play  only  four  hours  were  left. 
The  scene  depicts  a  room  where  a  number  of 
men  were  gathered  before  an  electronic  brain. 
The  chairman  is  speaking.  He  tells  them  that 
he  has  invited  them  from  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  because  they  represent  the  sum  total  of 
all  knowledge  in  the  world.  The  greatest 
scholars  in  ECONOMICS,  SOCIOLOGY,  PHY¬ 
SICS,  MATHEMATICS,  PHILOSOPHY,  PSY¬ 
CHOLOGY,  ASTRONOMY,  GEOLOGY, 
ANTHROPOLOGY,  RELIGION,  ETC.,  are  here. 
The  leader  tells  them  that  he  wants  each  one  to 
speak  into  the  microphone,  pouring  into  the 
electronic  brain  everything  he  knows  about  his 
field.  One  by  one  these  leading  scholars  pre¬ 
sent  to  the  Brain  all  the  knowledge  which  they 
possess. 

Finally,  after  the  last  one  has  finished,  the 
chairman  asks  the  Brain  to  take  all  this  infor¬ 
mation  and  solve  for  X — the  problem  of  world 
peace  and  inter-national  justice.  Only  3  minutes 
remain  until  the  deadline.  One  minute  before 
the  deadline  the  Brain  begins  to  give  out  the 
answer,  and  the  chairman  eagerly  grabs  the 
slip  of  paper  and  turns  to  read  it  to  his  col¬ 
leagues:  the  machine  had  written:  “You  shall 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.  You  shall  not 
make  yourself  a  graven  image.  You  shall  not 
take  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  in  vain. 
Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it  holy. 
Honor  your  father  and  your  mother.  You  shall 
not  kill.  You  shall  not  commit  adultery.  You 
shall  not  steal.  You  shall  not  bear  false  wit¬ 
ness.  You  shall  not  covet.” 

It  is  still  one  minute  till  destruction  and  our 
only  hope  is  to  be  found  in  the  Judeo-Christian 
religion. 

Church  Has  A  Concern 

We  believe  it  most  fitting  that  this  confer¬ 


ence  face  up  to  the  principles  and  teachings  of 
the  Church,  for  any  consideration  of  world 
trade  and  world  affairs  without  thought  of  the 
Church’s  position  is  unrealistic.  There  was  a 
day  when  the  teachings  of  the  church  and  syna¬ 
gogue  were  considered  idle  dreams  and  im¬ 
practical  idealisms,  but  that  day  ended  with  the 
first  atomic  explosion.  Today  there  is  no  other 
answer  than  that  which  the  theistic  forces  of 
the  world  are  able  to  provide. 

Our  modern  world  is  so  small  that  man  can¬ 
not  live  to  himself  alone.  Today,  time,  not 
miles,  is  the  true  measure  of  distance.  Recently 
a  young  man  spent  4M:  hours  going  to  Caracas 
from  New  Orleans,  and  later  spent  the  same 
time  going  1  mile  through  a  traffic  jam. 

Church  Has  Increased  Vision 

As  our  world  has  become  smaller  the  vision 
of  the  modern  church  has  enlarged.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  we  would  like  for  you  to  take  a 
brief  look  at  the  work  of  the  church  around  the 
world  through  Church  World  Service,  the  Prot¬ 
estant  relief  arm  of  the  Church  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Jewish  funds.  All  figures  quoted 
here  are  from  Church  World  Service  but  com¬ 
parable  totals  have  also  been  reached  by  those 
of  the  other  faiths.  Over  100  million  dollars  in 
goods  and  services  are  shared  annually  on  all 
continents.  To  date  this  year  (1959)  over  3  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  of  clothing,  shoes  and  bedding  were 
sent  to  25  different  lands  in  Europe,  Asia,  and 
the  other  continents. 

Food,  clothing  and  medicine,  stocked  in  stra¬ 
tegic  centers  around  the  world,  are  expended  to 
meet  the  needs  of  people.  Money  is  sent  by 
cable.  All  of  this  is  always  given  on  the  basis 
of  need  without  regard  to  nationality,  race  or 
creed. 

This  vast  system  and  enterprise  has  been 
carried  on  with  the  utmost  efficiency  and  dis¬ 
patch.  Bor  example,  C.W.S.  was  administering 
to  the  refugees  from  Tibet  before  the  world 
knew  of  the  Chinese  Communist  invasion  of 
that  land!  It  may  be  added  that  very  few 
Tibetans  are  Christians.  In  addition  the  work 
of  missionaries  and  their  staffs  in  nearly  every 
land  of  the  globe  has  brought  new  life  and  hope 
to  millions  of  people. 

I  have  mentioned  these  things  to  show  that 
the  Church  is  concerned  with  people  —  not 
things,  materials,  profits,  nor  with  the  boundar¬ 
ies  which  separate  one  man  from  another.  To 
the  Church  God’s  most  precious  creation  is  a 
person,  and  unless  we  can  place  persons  above 
things  our  world  is  hopelessly  lost! 

Man's  Interdependence 

This  concern  indicates  our  recognition  of 
man’s  interdependence.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  State  of  Missouri  could  exist  alone  if  a  wall 
were  built  around  her.  She  has  enough  neces¬ 
sities  of  life  to  continue  existence.  This  may  be 
true  also  of  Louisiana,  and  many  other  places, 
but  every  place  and  every  one  divorced  from 
the  interdependence  resulting  in  world  trade  is 
merely  existing  in  a  primitive  society  without 
the  modern  knowledge,  or  use  of  necessities, 
conveniences,  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life.  For 
example,  there  are  34  commodities  imported  by 
the  United  States  of  America  for  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  cars.  These  range  from  A  to  Z, 
Asbestos  to  Zinc.  A  modern  jet  plane  has  many 
imported  materials  and  some  of  these  materials 
must  be  imported  up  to  97%  of  the  amount 
needed.  Jet  air  travel  would  be  well  nigh  im¬ 
possible  without  world  trade! 

This  is  true  throughout  all  North  American 
industry.  Out  of  the  39  materials  vital  to  our 
industrial  life,  5  must  be  imported  completely; 
80%  of  14  must  be  imported;  50%  or  more  of 
20,  and  30  must  be  imported  to  some  degree. 
Only  9  out  of  the  entire  list  are  found  here  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  care  for  our  needs! 

The  Church,  however,  is  not  interested  in 
these  materials,  or  figures  about  them,  except 
as  they  are  translated  in  terms  of  persons.  Not 
only  can  man  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  he 
cannot  live  with  his  bread  alone.  We  need  only 


*  Dr.  George  H.  Wilson  is  the  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches.  This  article  was  the  basis  of  an 
address  Dr.  Wilson  delivered  before  the  recent 
conference  on  World  Trade  which  was  held  in 
New  Orleans. 


mention  sugar,  tea  and  one  of  New  Orleans’ 
greatest  imports — coffee — to  see  this. 

Man's  Mutual  Interest 

The  Church  is  also  aware  of  man’s  mutual 
interest.  Man  cannot  —  and  will  not  —  live  to 
himself  alone!  Our  modern  tourist  trade  is  a 
good  case  in  point.  We  all  want  to  know  about 
other  people:  their  manner  of  life,  customs, 
their  lands,  and  everything  about  them. 

Our  mutual  interest ,  is  also  shown  in  our 
concern  over  family  trees,  ethnic  backgrounds 
and  cultures.  Next  to  a  desire  to  know  the 
name  of  a  new  acquaintance  is  our  interest  in 
his  birthplace  and  forebears.  This  is  not  idle 
curiosity  but  rather  a  genuine  longing  to  know 
people  as  thoroughly  as  possible. 

These  examples,  and  many  others  which 
could  be  cited,  demonstrate  the  gregarious  na¬ 
ture  of  man. 

Man's  Desire  for  Improvement 

The  Church  is  also  interested  in  man’s  de¬ 
sire  for  improvement.  “Keeping  up  with  the 
Jones’  ”  is  not  all  bad.  By  learning  of  the  prog¬ 
ress  which  others  have  made  we  aspire  to  bet¬ 
ter  standards  of  living.  To  be  content  with  an 
old  fashioned  washboard  after  watching  the 
operation  of  a  modern  automatic  washing  ma¬ 
chine  may  well  indicate  a  certain  degree  of  ab¬ 
normality.  If  man  did  not  possess  this  desire 
for  improvement  he  would  still  be  back  behind 
the  Stone  Age  living  on  insects  and  crawling 
forms  of  life. 

The  “Have  Nots”  will  always  want  to  be¬ 
come  the  “Haves”  and  this  will  be  true  of  na¬ 
tions  as  it  is  of  persons.  Our  civilization  cannot 
stand  forever  half  fat  and  half  lean! 

Where  The  Church  Stands 

What  is  the  Church’s  stand  in  all  of  this? 
The  Church  believes  in: 

1.  The  Golden  Rule  as  enunciated  by  Jesus 
of  Nazareth:  ■ — “Whatever  you  wish  that  men 
would  do  to  you,  do  so  to  them;  for  this  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets.”  (Mt.  7:12) 

The  intelligence  of  this  rule  is  amply  demon¬ 
strated  in  world  trade,  for  we  cannot  have  trade 
without  trust,  mutual  interest  and  concern.  It 
may  be  further  pointed  out  that  we  cannot  have 
trading  of  any  kind  unless  both  parties  have 
something  to  trade!  A  100%  “Have  Not”  cannot 
do  any  trading. 

2.  The  Church  also  believes  in  the  Total 
Stewardship  of  All  Life. 

God  owns  it  all  and  man  merely  possesses  a 
small  portion  of  this  world  for  a  very  fleeting 
span  of  time.  When  this  fact  becomes  more 
clear  much  of  our  bickering  over  boundaries 
and  titles  and  deeds  will  end.  Man’s  tragedy 
today  is  that  he  acts  as  though  he  can  own  and 
control  all  things  forever.  There  recently  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  national  magazine  a  cartoon  of  two 
men  watching  a  funeral  procession.  An  armored 
car  had  gotten  in  the  procession  by  accident. 
One  man  turned  to  the  other  and  exclaimed 
“Who  said  you  can’t  take  it  with  you?”  We  all 
know  however  that  all  is  left  behind  us  when 
we  depart  this  world. 

3.  The  Church  believes  that  no  Trick,  De¬ 
vice,  System  or  Method  can  ultimately  solve 
our  problems  and  save  our  world. 

We  believe  that  only  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  religion  of  the  Old  Testament 
Prophets  in  which  that  Gospel  was  cradled  can 
guarantee  this  salvation. 

The  Church,  finally,  believes  in  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  man,  with  the  help  of  Almighty  God, 
creating  a  New  World.  A  world  such  as  the 
one  dream  of  by  Edwin  Markham: 


“Live  and  let  live!”  was  the  call  of  the 
OLD— 

The  call  of  the  World  when  the  world 
was  cold — 

The  call  of  men  when  they  pulled  apart — 

The  call  of  the  race  with  a  chill  on  the 
heart. 

But  “Live  and  help  live!”  is  the  cry  of 
the  New — 

The  cry  of  the  world  with  the  Dream 
shining  through — 

The  cry  of  the  Brother  World  rising  to 
birth — 

The  cry  of  the  Christ  for  a  comrade — 
like  earth. 
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OPENINGS  FOR  I960 

Continued  from  page  1) 

every  local  Methodist  church  should 
be  an  integral  part  of  this  mission, 
from  its  own  altar  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth.” 

The  634  overseas  openings  include 
a  variety  of  missionary  jobs,  cate¬ 
gorized  as  follows: 

Communications  (literacy,  audio¬ 
visual,  radio)  —  13;  business  and 
secretarial  work  —  22;  agricultural 
work — 18;  medical  work — 92,  in¬ 
cluding  27  doctors,  1  dentist,  43 
nurses,  and  21  in  other  types  of 
medical  work;  educational  work — 
278,  including  40  in  educational  ad¬ 
ministration,  20  for  teacher-training 
programs,  31  in  theological  teach¬ 
ing,  40  in  college  and  university 
teaching,  78  in  secondary  educa¬ 
tion,  46  in  elementary  education, 
and  23  in  educational  specialities; 
church  and  social  work  —  211,  in¬ 
cluding  84  in  rural  church  develop¬ 
ment  and  frontier  evangelism,  58  in 
urban  church  and  social  work,  and 
69  in  specialized  ministries  such  as 
student  work,  chaplaincies,  youth 
work  and  Christian  education. 

Couples  and  single  men  will 
serve  overseas  under  the  Division 
of  World  Missions.  Single  women 
will  serve  under  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service. 

Specific  personnel  needs  in  the 
home  mission  field,  totalling  164, 
are  for  home  missionaries  to  serve 
under  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  and  for  deaconesses  and  home 
missionaries  (men)  to  serve  under 
the  Woman’s  Division.  Workers  are 
needed  in  institutions  and  projects 
in  almost  every  state,  including 
Alaska  and  Hawaii,  and  in  Puerto 
Rico.  The  vocational  opportunities 
are  wide,  including: 

Pastors,  Christian  education  di¬ 
rectors,  social  group  and  case  work¬ 
ers,  teachers  for  mission  schools, 
nurses,  community  center  directors 
and  program  specialists,  dietitians, 
houseparents  and  other  workers  in 
children’s  homes,  youth  workers, 
recreation  and  camp  leaders,  book¬ 
keepers  and  counselors. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  open¬ 
ings,  the  Board  of  Missions  encour¬ 
ages  ministers  to  consider  various 
specialized  ministries  in  the  United 
States.  These  ministries  are  in 
situations  that  are  of  a  missionary 
nature  and,  though  the  minister 
does  not  go  through  the  board  per¬ 
sonnel  channels,  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  effective  service  are 
similar  to  those  required  of  com¬ 
missioned  missionaries.  Among 
these  specialized  areas  of  service 
are  town  and  country  work,  includ¬ 
ing  mobile  units,  the  group  minis¬ 
try  and  the  larger  parish,  and  spe¬ 
cial  urban  communities,  including 
the  inner  city,  new  churches  among 
minority  groups  and  industrial 
communities. 

The  Board  of  Missions  empha¬ 
ses  that  the  standards  for  mis¬ 
sionary  service  are  high  and  that 
the  process  of  becoming  a  mission- 
ary  is  exacting.  This  is  true,  the 
board  says,  even  though  the  needs 
for  personnel  often  border  on  the 
critical.  “Pressures  and  problems 
are  a  part  of  the  daily  life  of  the 
missionary,  and  he  must  be  able 
to  accept  this  situation  and  work 
effectively  in  it,”  the  board  says. 

The  qualifications  for  Methodist 
missionary  service,  in  brief,  are: 

1-  Religious  experience  and 
knowledge  of  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  is  basic. 

2-  In  motivation,  there  should  be 
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Watch  Night  Services  Are 
A  Part  of  Methodism 

By  Leroy  H.  Walker 


Coming  toward  the  175th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Christmas  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  we  turn 
naturally  to  the  thought  that  no 
better  occasion  could  be  found  for 
lifting  up  the  essential  things  in  our 
Methodist  history  and  tradition  than 
that  afforded  by  Watch  Night. 

In  studying  John  Wesley’s  Jour¬ 
nal  one  is  impressed  with  the  many 
references  to  Watch  Night  services 
and  the  part  they  played  in  early 
Methodism.  They  do  not  seem  to 
be  always  associated  with  the  last 
night  of  the  year. 

In  April,  1742  he  has  this  entry: 
“We  had  the  first  watch-night  in 
London.  We  commonly  choose  for 
this  solemn  service  the  Friday  night 
nearest  the  full  moon,  either  before 
or  after,  that  those  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  who  live  at  a  distance  may 
have  light  to  their  several  homes. 
The  service  begins  at  half  an  hour 
past  eight,  and  continues  till  a  little 
after  midnight.  We  have  often 
found  a  peculiar  blessing  at  these 
seasons.  There  is  generally  a  deep 
awe  upon  the  congregation,  per¬ 
haps  in  some  measure  owing  to  the 
silence  of  the  night,  particularly  in 
singing  the  hymn,  with  which  we 
commonly  conclude: 

Hearken  to  the  solemn  voice, 

The  awful  midnight  cry! 

Waiting  souls,  rejoice,  rejoice, 

And  feel  the  Bridegroom  nigh.” 

It  is  evident  that  John  Wesley 
felt  that  God  was  pleased  with  such 
observances  and  that  He  never 


a  conviction  of  the  world’s  need  for 
Christ  and  a  genuine  desire  to  share 
one’s  faith  and  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  others. 

3.  The  educational  requirements 
are  college  graduation  for  all  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  special  professional 
or  graduate  training  in  such  fields 
as  the  ministry,  medicine,  nursing, 
and  social  work.  There  should  be 
an  above  average  academic  record. 

4.  Age  should  be  between  23  and 
35  (21  to  28  for  special  termers). 

5.  Good  health  and  emotional 
stability  are  essential  and  are 
checked  by  thorough  medical  ex¬ 
amination  and  careful  psychologi¬ 
cal  appraisal. 

6.  Work  experience  for  at  least  a 
year  in  a  field  similar  to  that  in 
which  the  candidate  is  to  be  as¬ 
signed  is  required. 

7.  It  is  a  policy,  with  occasional 
exceptions,  that  all  missionaries  be 
members  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Persons  interested  in  any  phase 
of  Methodist  missionary  service 
may  write:  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel,  14th  Floor,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York  27,  New 
York. 

Brewers  Drop 
Slogan  Following 
Religious  Protests 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
U.  S.  Brewers  Federation  has  drop¬ 
ped  a  series  of  magazine  articles 
carrying  the  slogan  “Good  For 
You”  as  a  result  of  protests  from 
religious  and  temperance  groups,  it 
was  disclosed  here. 


failed  to  bless  them.  In  January, 
1753  he  recorded  this  observation: 
“We  had  our  first  watch-night  at 
Snowsfield.  Scarce  any  went  away 
till  between  twelve  and  one.  How 
it  is  that  never  any  one,  in  England 
or  Ireland,  has  been  hurt  for  all 
these  years  in  going  to  all  parts  at 
the  dead  of  night?  Are  not  the  hairs 
of  our  head  all  numbered?” 

Watch-night  services  were  to 
early  Methodism  the  most  spiritual 
occasions,  and  John  Wesley  even 
felt  they  represented  the  perfect 
prototype  of  the  experiences  of 
heaven.  In  January  1762  he  said: 
“We  concluded  the  year,  as  usual, 
with  a  solemn  watch-night.  Oh 
may  we  conclude  our  lives  in  the 
same  manner,  blessing  and  prais¬ 
ing  God!” 

In  1785  he  recorded:  “We  had 
a  solemn  watch-night,  and  ushered 
in  the  new  year  with  the  voice  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving.”  Again  in 
1782  he  associated  watch-night  with 
the  changing  of  the  year  as  he  said, 
“We  concluded  the  year  with  a 
with  a  solemn  watch-night. 

It  seems  that  it  was  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  a  conference  of  the  min¬ 
isters  to  close  with  a  watch-night 
service.  August,  1788  John  Wesley 
recorded  in  his  Journal:  “Our  Con¬ 
ference  ended,  as  it  began,  in  great 
peace.  We  kept  this  day  as  a  fast, 
meeting  at  five,  nine,  and  one,  for 
prayer;  and  concluding  the  day 
with  a  solemn  watch-night. 

“The  three  following  days  I  re¬ 
tired,  revised  my  papers,  and  fin¬ 
ished  all  the  work  I  had  to  do  in 
London.” 

John  Wesley  carried  a  great  re¬ 
sponsibility,  and  looked  after  many 
details,  but  he  was  never  one  to 
feel  that  the  Methodists  did  not  have 
time  to  stop  and  turn  aside,  and 
keep  a  watch-night. 

Surely,  on  this  175th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  our  Methodist 
Church  in  America,  every  local 
church  would  do  well  to  set  aside  the 
last  night  of  1959  as  a  time  for  a 
sacred  watch-night.  To  help  with 
such  an  observance,  Methodist  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Materials,  1908  Grand  Ave., 
Nashville  5,  Tennessee,  offers  two 
excellent  services,  a  copy  of  which 
is  to  be  placed  in  the  hand  of  each 
worshipper.  One  is  “John  Wesley’s 
Covenant  Service,”  to  be  used  either 
at  watch-night  or  on  Covenant  Sun¬ 
day,  and  the  other  is  “Service  of 
Worship  For  Watch  Night,”  by  Dr. 
Lowell  B.  Hazzard.  This  service  was 
written  especially  for  this  175th  an¬ 
niversary,  and  it  makes  liberal  use 
of  allusions  to  early  Methodism  and 
to  the  writings  of  both  John  and 
Charles  Wesley.  (Each  worship  serv¬ 
ice  sells  for  $2.00  per  100.) 

If  all  of  our  Methodist  churches 
will  plan  carefully  and  prayerfully 
for  this  year’s  watch-night  service, 
we  are  assured  that  in  1960  we  can 
say  as  John  Wesley  said  of  the 
watch-night  service  in  1788,  “We  had 
a  fast-day  which  was  concluded  with 
a  solemn  watch-night.  At  the  close 
we  sung — 

Ye  virgin  souls,  arise! 
accompanied  by  the  Gloucestershire 
band  of  music.  Such  a  concert  was 
never  heard  in  that  house  before, 
and  perhaps  never  will  be  again.” 


“World  Outlook » 
Plans  Golden 
Anniversary 

“Fifty  years  of  missionary  jour¬ 
nalism”  will  be  celebrated  through¬ 
out  1960  by  “twelve  great  numbers” 
of  World  Outlook,  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  year  will  see  off 
the  press  the  “Golden  Anniversary 
Volume”  (12  monthly  issues)  of 
World  Outlook  which  began  publi¬ 
cation  in  1911.  Among  the  special 
issues  of  the  year  will  be: 

Board  of  Missions  Annual,  in  Ap¬ 
ril  1960.  This  issue  will  bring  read¬ 
ers  up-to-date  on  the  total  program 
of  Methodist  missions  at  home  and 
overseas;  and  based  on  reports  and 
actions  of  the  annual  meeting  in 
January  1960. 

General  Conference  Issue,  May, 
1960.  A  special  anniversary  num¬ 
ber  presenting  in  picture  and  story 
the  outstanding  missionary  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  last  50  years. 

“Into  All  the  World  Together”  Is¬ 
sue,  September  1960.  Dealing  con¬ 
structively  with  a  new-old  prob¬ 
lem,  the  material  in  this  issue  will 
be  an  indispensable  supplement  to 
the  annual  Methodist  church-wide 
study  of  this  theme  for  1960-61. 

“Heritage  and  Horizons”  Issue, 
October  1960.  There  will  be  rich 
supplementary  Methodist  resources 
for  this  interdenominational  theme 
to  be  used  in  study  classes  of  home 
missions  1960-61. 

Throughout  the  World  Outlook 
issues  of  I960’  there  will  appear  the 
prize-winning  hymns,  missionary 
stories,  and  essays  —  the  new  mis¬ 
sionary-related  resources  that  will 
have  won  the  “Golden  Anniversary 
Awards.” 

Even  before  the  Golden  Anni¬ 
versary  Volume  appears,  there  will 
be  two  preliminary  valuable  issues 
of  World  Outlook:  Methodist  Med¬ 
ics  issue  in  September  1959,  to  go 
with  the  general  study,  “The 
Church  and  Medical  Missions”;  and 
the  Town  and  Country  issue  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1959,  with  supplementary 
Methodist  material  for  that  home 
mission  theme  of  1959-60. 

Pastors’  $2  Bills 
Pay  Dividends 

Waltham,  Mass.  (RNS)— Two  dol¬ 
lar  bills  which  he  gave  to  374  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  parish  paid  off  hand¬ 
somely  for  the  Rev.  C.  Malcolm 
Kier,  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Baptist 
church  here. 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  25,  Mr.  Kier 
surprised  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  by  handing  each  of  them  a 
$2  bill.  He  then  told  them  that  in 
a  month  they  would  be  asked  to 
donate  the  principal  and  any  return 
on  investments  they  would  make. 

The  congregation  showed  up  100 
per  cent  strong  on  the  return  date 
and  the  collection  amounted  to 
$1,873 — more  than  double  the  origi¬ 
nal  amount. 

Mr.  Kier  said  the  proceeds  would 
be  used  for  the  church’s  Christian 
education  program  for  scholarships 
to  deserving  Methodist  students. 

The  pastor  asked  members  of  the 
parish  to  explain  how  they  in¬ 
creased  the  $2  and  he  received  var¬ 
ious  answers.  Several  men  drove 
others  to  church  on  the  intervening 
Sundays  and  were  paid  for  it. 
Many  youngsters  bought  polishing 
and  cleaning  materials  and  earned 
money  shining  up  automobiles, 
home  windows  and  other  things. 
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Mission  Study  Ahead 

by  Mrs.  C.  A.  McCammon 

The  W.S.C.S.  Secretary  of  Youth 
Work  who  is  serving  as  Program 
Area  Adviser  in  Christian  Outreach 
(as  the  MYF  Handbook  suggests) 
has,  during  this  period,  a  splendid 
opportunity  to  assist  in  planning 
the  special  mission  study  for  youth 
in  January.  All  curriculum  materi¬ 
als  for  Intermediate,  Senior  and 
Older  Youth  during  January  are 
emphasizing  Christian  Missions  and 
our  particular  concern  for  Africa 
today. 

Many  churches  are  planning  a 
Church-Wide  School  of  Missions  for 
the  evening  fellowships.  All  youth 
will  want  to  participate  in  this.  If 
there  is  no  church-wide  study,  each 
MYF  will  want  to  plan  a  study  of 
their  own. 

Excellent  study  materials  are 
available.  The  Senior  text  is  Jun¬ 
gles  Ahead  by  Esther  D.  Horner  to 
be  used  with  the  Youth  Guide  on 
Africa  by  Rowena  McCutcheon. 
This  Is  Africa  South  of  the  Sahara 
by  Newell  S.  Booth  gives  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  Africa  through  photo¬ 
graphs,  charts,  and  text. 

The  text  for  Intermediates  is 
Paths  That  Cross  by  Esther  Daniels 
with  a  guide,  How  To  Use  Paths 
That  Cross,  by  Ethel  Shellenberger. 
Many  and  varied  ways  of  presenta¬ 
tion  are  suggested  through  drama¬ 
tization,  storytelling,  skits,  and  re¬ 
ports. 

Fun  and  Festival  From.  Africa  by 
Rose  Wright  includes  games,  songs, 
recipes,  and  material  for  program 
use.  It  costs  60c. 

The  texts  cost  $1.50  and  the 
guides  are  65c.  Supplementary  ma¬ 
terials  include  a  fine  biography, 
Livingstone,  the  Pathfinder,  by  Bas¬ 
il  Matthews  and  the  romantic  story 
of  Robert  and  Mary  Moffat  en¬ 
titled  The  Moffats  by  Ethel  Hub- 
band.  Both  of  these  books  are  $1.50 
All  materials  are  available  from  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  or 
from  Literature  Headquarters,  7820 
Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  37,  Ohio. 

This  study  on  Africa  will  afford 
an  opportunity  for  the  study  of 
MYFund  projects  in  Africa.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  locate  these 
projects  as  part  of  a  map  study  of 
Africa. 

During  December,  the  MYF 
throughout  Louisiana  will  be  co¬ 
operating  in  a  special  offering  for 
Dulac  Indian  Mission  at  Houma,  La. 
Each  W.S.C.S.  Youth  Secretary  can 
help  promote  this  project  through 
her  own  local  group. 

The  publicity  committee  can  be¬ 
gin  publicity  now  for  the  study 
on  Africa.  This  study  promises  to 
be  an  outstanding  experience  in 
Christian  Outreach  for  ail  those 
who  participate  in  it. 


SHARE  WITH  DULAC 

Stop!  Did  I  hear  you  say  that 
you’re  in  the  Christmas  rush?  But 
haven’t  you  forgotten  something  — 
the  most  important  gift?  The  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  MYF  has  offered 
a  special  opportunity  for  everyone 
in  the  conference  to  give  their  share 
to  the  Dulac  Indian  Mission’s 

Page  Fourteen 


YOUR  SUB-DISTRICT 

by  Louie  Sharp 

.  What  does  your  sub-district  mean  to  you  in  the  local  church?  How 
involved  are  you  in  the  planning  of  its  program?  If  you  are  not  involved, 
then  it  has  no  meaning  for  you.  If  you  are  involved,  one  of  two  things 
may  be  happening.  First,  if  it  has  real  meaning  to  you,  then  you  are  in¬ 
volved  in  helping  to  plan  the  type  program  which  will  be  helpful  to  the 
local  church.  Second,  if  it  is  not  helpful  to  the  local  church,  then  perhaps 
you  need  to  take  a  new  look  at  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  the  sub-dis¬ 
trict.  The  purpose  of  the  sub-district  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  district, 
or  conference  program:  to  serve  the  local  church.  On  page  five  of  the 
“Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Beyond  the  Local  Church,”  we  read:  “Sub¬ 
district,  district,  and  conference  fellowships  are  set  up  to  help  the  local 
fellowship  as  it  develops  a  program  to  meet  the  deepest  needs  of  the  work 


within  their  own  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  Unless  this  is  done,  the 
Youth  Fellowship  on  all  levels 
fails.”  Our  specific  objective  of  the 
B.L.C.  program  is  making  Christ 
real  to  those  within  and  without  the 
bounds  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship. 

The  Sub-District  M.Y.F.  is  the 
nearest  contact  with  the  local 
church  and  has  the  greatest  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  service.  Its  member¬ 
ship  is  made  up  of  a  number  of 
churches  within  a  given  area.  Each 
local  M.Y.F.  within  this  given  area 
should  be  actively  involved  in  the 
program  of  the  “Beyond  the  Local 
Church.”  The  council  of  the  sub¬ 
district  will  be  those  young  people 
who  have  been  elected  for  definite 
responsibilities.  It  would  be  help¬ 
ful  to  have  one  youth  and  one  adult 
representative  from  every  local 
church  on  the  council.  In  this  way 
the  local  church  will  be  informed  on 
what  the  planning  is  to  be  and  will 
also  have  opportunity  in  participat¬ 
ing  in  its  program. 

The  sub-district  council  has  the 
opportunity  and  the  responsibility 
to  discuss  needs  of  local  churches 
and  ways  to  meet  those  needs.  Lo¬ 
cal  churches  will  have  helpful  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  needs  and  ways  to 
meet  these  needs.  One  of  the  help¬ 
ful  ways  to  discover  needs  is  to  use 
the  self-study  guide  of  the  M.Y.F. 
This  is  available  from  your  Confer¬ 
ence  Director  of  Youth  Work.  There 
are  three  things  that  a  sub-district 
can  do  to  strengthen  the  work  of 
the  M.Y.F.  in  the  local  church.  They 
are  planning,  training,  and  organ¬ 
izing. 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  planning  the 
program  for  the  local  church.  The 
sub-district  is  in  a  unique  position 
in  that  it  makes  known  the  needs 
of  the  local  church  to  the  district 
and  conference  councils  and  in  turn 
interprets  the  conference  and  dis¬ 
trict  programs  to  the  local  church¬ 
es.  All  planning  must  be  done  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  local  church. 
If  this  is  not  done,  then  there  is  no 
need  for  an  organization  beyond  the 
local  church. 

Your  own  Conference  Youth 
Council  met  recently  for  a  period  of 
planning  the  work  for  the  whole 


Christmas.  Their  need  is  such  that 
we  dare  not  miss  this  opportunity  to 
share  with  them  our  plenty.  There 
is  a  vital  need  for  kindergarten 
furniture,  play  equipment,  record 
player  and  records,  and  furnishings 
for  the  future  new  building.  Send 
your  gift  for  Dulac  Indian  Mission 
to  Louisiana  Conference  MYF,  P.O. 
Box  4156,  Shreveport,  La. 


conference.  This  group  of  young 
people  and  adults,  representing  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  sub-district,  and  dis¬ 
tricts,  tried  to  keep  in  mind  the 
needs  of  the  local  churches  as  they 
planned.  For  instance,  they  felt 
that  one  of  the  needs  of  youth  in 
local  churches  is  to  be  better  in¬ 
formed  on  the  whole  problem  of 
Alcohol  and  Narcotics.  To  help 
meet  this  need,  the  Conference 
Board  of  Temperance  has  planned 
for  a  Youth  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies.  It  has  been  planned  for 
the  purpose  of  helping  youth  to 
know  the  facts  and  in  the  light  of 
these  facts  to  make  up  their  own 
minds  about  how  they  will  handle 
the  situation.  Another  great  need 
felt  by  the  Conference  was  that  of 
training  local  church  officers  in¬ 
cluding  the  adult  counselors.  To 
help  meet  this  need,  the  Conference 
Youth  Council  has  planned  for  sev¬ 
eral  local  church  Workshops  to  be 
held  next  summer  for  the  purpose 
of  training  officers,  advisors,  and 
counselors  in  the  planning  of  the 
program  for  the  local  church  as 
they  become  involved  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  itself.  For  further  insights 
into  some  of  the  planning  done  by 
your  Conference  Youth  Council, 
check  closely  your  Planning  Cal¬ 
endar  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
for  1959-1960.  You  can  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  Planning  Calendar  from 
your  District  Director  of  Youth 
Work  or  from  your  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Work.  The  cost  is 
50c. 

The  second  thing  which  a  sub¬ 
district  can  do  to  strengthen  the 
work  of  the  M.Y.F.  is  that  of  train¬ 
ing.  The  council  needs  to  provide 
opportunities  for  training  of  local 
officers  and  adult  workers  with 
youth.  The  sub-district  does  not 
need  to  wait  for  the  conference¬ 
wide  meetings  for  training.  The 
Sub-district  council  can  plan  its 
own  training  sessions  to  meet  its 
own  local  needs.  These  may  be 
done  in  several  ways.  One  type  of 
training  session  which  has  proved 
successful  in  many  sub-districts  is 
for  the  program  area  chairmen  and 
the  advisor  to  meet  with  the  cor¬ 
responding  local  chairmen  and  ad¬ 
visor  for  a  period  of  study,  plan¬ 
ning,  and  training  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  area  of  work.  Another  way  of 
training  is  at  a  regular  council 
meeting.  Instead  of  just  taking  care 
of  a  few  items  of  business,  having 
refreshments,  and  then  going  home. 
This  group  might  spend  some  time 
together  in  study  of  and  in  planning 
for  a  particular  area  of  work. 

One  district  in  our  conference  has 


felt  keenly  the  need  of  training 
adult  workers  with  youth.  They  are 
in  the  process  now  of  making  plans 
for  this  training.  They  have  se¬ 
lected  several  key  adults  who  have 
an  understanding  of  youth,  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  program  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
have  had  a  successful  experience  in 
working  with  youth.  These  adult 
leaders  are  to  come  together  for 
special  training  among  themselves 
and  then  will  be  available  to  go 
into  local  churches  to  help  adult 
workers  to  understand  their  job 
better.  Before  this  district  could 
do  this  type  of  planning,  they  first 
had  to  have  a  vital  Christian  con¬ 
cern  for  the  work  of  the  church. 
This  kind  of  training  can  be  done  in 
your  district  or  sub-district,  too 
Check  with  your  District  Director 
of  Youth  Work  and  also  your  Dis¬ 
trict  Representative.  There  will  be 
one  or  two  adults  in  your  sub-dis¬ 
trict  or  in  a  near-by  sub-district 
who  has  shown  enough  interest  in 
youth  and  the  work  of  the  church 
in  the  past  to  become  accredited  to 
teach  one  of  the  youth  leadership 
courses.  If  you  do  not  have  such  a 
person,  perhaps  you  can  encourage 
some  to  become  accredited  in  Youth 
Leadership  Courses.  You  will  need 
to  discover  that  an  adult  who  has  a 
vital  interest  in  youth,  understands 
how  people  learn,  has  some  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  M.Y.F.  program,  and 
has  a  deep  personal  commitment  to 
Christ.  Send  their  names  to  your 
Conference  Director  of  Youth  Work 
so  they  may  be  recommended  to  the 
General  Board  and  be  given  some 
guidance  as  they  prepare  for  this 
type  of  leadership. 

A  third  way  the  sub-district  can 
help  to  strengthen  the  work  of  the 
M.Y.F.  is  to  help  organize  new 
M.Y.F.’s.  The  alert  sub-district 
council  will  be  aware  that  there 
are  certain  churches  within  their 
area  where  there  is  no  organized 
M.Y.F.  Plans  should  be  made  with 
the  pastor  or  with  an  interested 
adult  or  one  or  two  interested 
young  people  in  the  community  to 
organize  themselves  for  Christian 
Action.  Some  local  church  groups 
will  say  “We  have  not  organized 
because  we  do  not  have  enough 
young  people.”  When  a  conscien¬ 
tious  survey  has  been  made,  it  will 
prove  that  most  of  these  statements 
are  false.  If  there  are  only  two  or 
three  young  people  in  the  communi¬ 
ty,  they  need  all  the  help  that  the 
local  church  can  give  to  make  their 
lives  more  meaningful. 

There  are  some  excellent  film¬ 
strips  which  you  may  get  from 
your  Conference  office  which  may 
help  you  in  your  planning.  Simply 
write  to  the  Library,  Methodist 
Board  of  Education,  P.O.  Box  4156, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana.  Send  in 
your  request  at  least  two  weeks 
ahead  of  time  so  that  you  will  have 
time  to  receive  an  answer  from  the 
Conference  office.  If  the  film  has 
already  been  booked,  you  will  be 
notified.  If  it  has  not  been  booked, 
then  you  will  also  be  notified  when 
it  will  be  mailed  to  you.  The  of¬ 
fice  asks  that  'you  mail  the  filnl 
back  to  the  office  the  next  day  aft¬ 
er  you  have  used  it. 
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Obituaries 


YORK — Rev.  J.  W.  York,  retired 
member  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  died  November  8,  at  El 
Dorado,  Ill.,  where  he  had  made  his 
home  for  the  past  15  years.  He  was 
80  years  and  11  months  of  age. 

Bro.  York  served  29  years  as  a 
Methodist  minister,  having  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Arkansas  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
in  1915.  He  was  ordained  an  elder 
in  1917. 

Bro.  York  was  born  December  5, 
1878,  and  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1897,  to  Miss  Etta  Mae  Bruce,  who 
preceeded  him  in  death  on  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1940. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  York,  three  preceed- 
ing  him  in  death. 

He  is  survived  by  five  daughters 
and  three  sons,  Mrs.  Bill  Leonard 
of  Piggott,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Yarberry  of 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  Mrs.  Jack  Bishop  of 
Amhurst,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Carter  Boyd 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Mrs.  John  Burson 
of  Strong.  Arkansas. 

Loy  York  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  H. 
C.  York  of  Avon,  Ohio,  and  Wright 
York  of  Rearden,  Washington. 

In  1943  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Stella  Robinson  of  El  Do¬ 
rado,  Ill.,  who  survives  him. 

Other  survivors  include  one  step¬ 
daughter,  one  step-son,  25  grand¬ 
children,  32  great,  grandchildren, 
and  one  great,  great,  grandchild. 


LLOYD  —  Rev.  Griffin  Eugene 
Lloyd,  son  of  Reverend  Oscar  Clif¬ 
ford  Loyd,  was  born  September  7, 
1914  at  Bono,  Arkansas.  He  died 
September  24,  1959  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  The  funeral  service  was 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Clanton,  Alabama,  with  Bishop 
Bachman  G.  Hodge,  Reverend  Don 
E.  Marietta  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Calhoun 
officiating.  Interment  was  at  Me¬ 
morial  Cemetery,  Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Kathleen 
Ruple  Funchess,  August  21,  1945, 
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daughter  of  Virgil  Dibble  Funchess, 
and  Minnie  Ruple  Funchess.  The 
marriage  took  place  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  The  following  survive 
Brother  Lloyd:  his  wife,  and  four 
children,  Griffin  Eu¬ 
gene,  Jr.,  Linwood  Clif¬ 
ford,  Kathleen  Wini¬ 
fred,  and  Lenore.  Other 
survivors  are  his  moth¬ 
er  and  two  sisters, 
Mary  Lula  (Mrs.  Don¬ 
ald  Andrew  Edwards), 
Platsburg,  New  York, 
and  Nellie  Ruth  (Mrs. 
Waymon  Edgar  Lynn), 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Rev.  Mr.  Griffin  joined  the  Heber 
Springs,  Arkansas  Methodist 
Church  in  1922,  under  the  ministry 
of  his  father.  He  graduated  from 
the  Hale  County  High  School, 
Moundville,  Alabama  in  1930;  he 
received  the  A.B.  degree  from  the 
University  of  Alabama  in  1933;  stu¬ 
dent  at  Biblical  Seminary,  New 
York  City,  1933-34;  received  the 
B.D.  degree  from  Candler  Theologi¬ 
cal  School,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  1940. 
He  was  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in 
Methodism  1952. 


DILLARD — We  the  committee  on 
resolutions  recommend  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

That  we  express  appreciation  for 
a  beloved  friend  Dillard  Tucker 
Means  (Mrs.  James  Means)  that 
has  passed  on  to  her  reward  in 
heaven.  In  a  sense  this  is  a  vale¬ 
dictory.  It  is  a  salute,  and  a  me¬ 
morial  to  a  most  beloved  woman, 
after  being  the  heart-beat  of  social 
church  life  in  Vivian  for  the  past 
years. 

People  have  always  been  Dillard 
Means  greatest  interest.  The  love 
of  people'  is  perhaps  the  secret  of 
her  magnetic  personality.  The  one 
thing  she  is  really  noted  for  is  her 
talent  for  friendship.  When  talk¬ 
ing  to  Dillard,  there  was  a  line  of 
Shakespeare  that  comes  to  our 
minds,  “Age  cannot  wither  her,  nor 
custom  stale  her  infinite  variety.” 
She  was  rather  ageless.  One  never 
thought  of  Dillard  as  an  older  per¬ 
son.  She  had  great  sympathy,  un¬ 
bounded  wit  and  a  faculty  for  mak¬ 
ing  friends  that  made  her  extreme¬ 
ly  companionable  to  young  and  old. 

Keen  regret  is  manifested  over 
Dillard’s  passing  by  her  many, 
many  friends  who  have  walked 
with  her  down  the  years  enjoying 
life  as  it  was  lived,  “when  hearts 
were  young  and  gay.”  Life  in  her 
home  was  most  enjoyable  and  it 
was  one  of  the  most  hospitable 
homes  presided  over  by  Dillard 
who  dispensed  her  own  particular 
brand  of  hospitality.  Her  departure 
will  leave  a  distinct  void  that  can 
never  be  filled  by  another. 

Dillard  was  very  active  in  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  an  enthusiast  in  the  whole  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Methodist  Church.  We 
have  lost  a  devoted  co-worker  and 
a  fellow  citizen.  Always  in  the  re- 
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ligious,  civic  and  social  life  of  the 
whole  Ark-La-Tex  areas,  she 
played  a  prominent  part.  Truly  her 
life  was  one  of  service  and  influ¬ 
ence  for  good,  which  brought  her 
universal  respect  and  esteem.  In 
the  Louisiana  Federation  of  Wom¬ 
an’s  Clubs,  again  she  was  an  en¬ 
thusiast.  She  tackled  its  organiza¬ 
tion  just  as  she  did  everything  else, 
with  determination  and  fire.  She 
was  abreast  with  the  times  and  well 
informed  on  all  the  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations,  and  alert  on  every  subject 
dealing  with  the  weighty  problems 
of  today. 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform.  The  days 
of  ones  years  are  numbered;  the 
number  of  our  months  is  with  Him 
who  has  appointed  the  bounds  she 
cannot  pass.  In  the  midst  of  life 
we  are  in  death  and  no  one  know- 
eth  the  appointed  hour.  Somber 
thoughts  these  would  be  were  it 
not  for  Christian’s  faith  that  the 
eventualities  of  this  life  do  not  be¬ 
lie  the  infinitely  perfect  mercy  and 
wisdom  of  Him  who  made  us  im¬ 
mortal.  In  this  faith  we  find  amidst 
the  eventuality  of  this  world,  the 
peace  that  exceeds  the  understand¬ 
ing  of  finite  minds. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  foregoing 
observations  represent  our  senti¬ 
ments  at  her  passing  and  our  esti¬ 
mate  of  her  Christian  character; 
and 

RESOLVED  FURTHER,  that  this 
memorial  to  our  departed  sister  be 
made  a  part  of  our  permanent  rec¬ 
ords,  a  copy  delivered  to  the  local 
press,  and  a  copy  delivered  to  the 
bereaved  family. 

Mrs.  Luther  Ben  Smith,  President 
of  the  local  WSCS 

Mrs.  Cleve  H.  Pardue,  Secretary 
of  Spiritual  Life  of  WSCS 
Mrs.  James  H.  Griffin,  Mrs.  Co¬ 
lumbus  C.  Terry  and  Mrs.  James  D. 
Nelson 

News  in  the 
World  of  Religion 

By  W.  W.  Reid 

In  view  of  the  approaching  cen¬ 
tennial  of  the  Civil  War,  research 
by  the  Methodist  Church’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Chaplains  has  disclosed  that 
760  Methodist  clergymen  served  as 
chaplains:  510  on  the  Union  side, 
and  250  in  Confederate  forces.  In 
addition  to  the  commissionedc  chap¬ 
lains,  another  472  Methodists  serv¬ 
ed  on  both  sides  as  “missionaries  to 
the  army.”  One  of  the  Union  chap¬ 
lains  was  Bishop  Edward  R.  Ames, 
of  Indiana,  whose  grandfather  died 
at  Valley  Forge  while  serving  as  a 
chaplain  with  General  Washington. 
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Evangelist  Using 
Different  Approach 
In  Evangelism 

Continued  from,  page  2) 
of  the  church,  interested  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  and  building  the  in¬ 
dividual  church.  The  sad  miscon¬ 
ception  that  evangelism  is  the  ex¬ 
clusive  job  of  the  evangelist  or  the 
minister  is  one  of  the  main  reasons 
why  95%  of  evangelical  Christians 
in  the  U.  S',  have  never  personally 
led  a  soul  to  Christ.” 

The  direct  ‘man-to-man’  style  of 
preaching  of  Rhoads  has  also  made 
him  popular  among  youth  confer¬ 
ences.  The  28-year-old  evangelist 
from  New  Jersey  has  conducted 
evangelistic  services  throughout  the 
Midwest,  New  England,  The  South¬ 
east,  The  Far  West  and  seven  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe.  He  received  his 
B.  D.  from  Fuller  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Pasadena  and  his  B.  A. 
from  Wheaton  College.  Rhoads, 
now  a  husky  6’  200-pounds,  was  a 
three -letter  athlete  at  Pennsylvania 
Military  Academy  and  received  the 
president’s  medal  as  outstanding 
student  of  the  year. 

The  new  concept  of  “Church- 
Centered  Evangelism,”  introduced 
by  Rhoads,  according  to  one  ob¬ 
server,  “portends  a  significant  new 
trend  in  evangelism.”  Following 
the  Southern  California  campaign, 
reports  continued  to  come  from 
ministers  that  church  attendances 
were  continuing  on  the  upswing, 
laymen  were  continuing  in  prayer 
breakfasts,  city-wide  programs  of 
door-to-door  visitation  were  con¬ 
tinuing.  Members  of  the  church 
had  caught  a  new  vision  for 
the  lost  and  a  new  joy  through 
obedience  to  Christ’s  command 
of  all  going  into  all  the  world. 
The  exciting  changes  that  were 
being  reported  had  been  in¬ 
spired  in  the  church,  by  the  church, 
through  the  church  and  for  the 
church  —  this  is  the  new  “church- 
centered  evangelism”  being  pio¬ 
neered  by  Rhoads. 
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As  Part  of  Methodism’s  175th  Anniversary 

Every  Methodist  Church  Should 
Have  a  Covenant  Service 

By  LeRoy  H.  Walker 


(Call  far  the  ©hsmtaurr  of  tlje  l?5th  Ammtpraary  of  the 
©njantzatiou  of  ©Ije  iHetljohiot  ([ilmrrii  in  tlje  Ittiteh  g'tatea 
JJasurii  by  U>i)e  QUutttril  of  Bialjapa 

The  Methodist  Church  in  America  was  formally  organized  at  a  conference  of  ministers  meet¬ 
ing  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  during  the  Christmas  season  of  1784  at  which  time  Francis 
Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  were  chosen  as  our  first  bishops;  plans  were  made  for  the  founding  of  our  first 
college:  the  work  of  our  Methodist  Book  Concern  was  begun;  and  the  foundations  of  our  ecclesiastical 
structure  were  carefully  and  prayerfully  laid;  and 

pffilljcrcas,  across  the  intervening  years  Methodism  in  the  United  States  has  been  blessed  with  a  vast  com¬ 
pany  of  devoted  preachers  and  laymen,  some  of  them  persons  of  great  prominence,  and  many  more  of 
them  persons  living  their  lives  and  doing  their  work  in  quiet  and  sometimes  out-of-the-way  places  who 
have  written  many  chapters  of  splendid  Kingdom  achievement  under  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God;  and 

pifyereas,  December  1959,  will  represent  the  completion  of  the  first  one  hundred  seventy-five  years  of 
organized  Methodist  work  in  this  country; 

it  therefore  rCBflltU’h,  That  we,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  hereby  call  upon  our  local  churches  to  ob¬ 
serve  with  appropriate  ceremonies  the  week  beginning  December  27  as  the  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States. 

We  call  to  the  attention  of  our  people  the  special  anniversary  number  of  Together  scheduled  for 
November  1959,  and  urge  for  it  the  widest  possible  distribution. 

We  further  recommend  that  arrangements  be  made  for  an  appropriate  celebration  of.  a  nation-wide 
character  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  during  the  Christmas  season  of  1959. 

Anniversary  Observance  Committee 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith 
Bishop  Roy  H.  Short 
Miami  Beach,  Florida,  April  50,  J959 

Methodists ,  Methodism  And  God 


Ry  D.  Mouzon  Mann 


Coming,  as  we  are,  to  the  175th 
anniversary  of  organized  Metho¬ 
dism  in  America,  every  Methodist 
church  in  the  land  should  want  to 
observe  the  occasion  in  some  ap¬ 
propriate  fashion.  It  would  be  hard 
to  find  a  more  appropriate  observ¬ 
ance  than  that  of  a  “Covenant  Serv¬ 
ice”  the  first  Sunday  of  1960  or  oth¬ 
er  date  convenient  for  the  local 
Community. 

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Methodist  movement,  this  idea  of 
renewing  the  covenant  with  God 
has  had  a  prominent  place.  All 
through  John  Wesley’s  Journal  we 
find  references  to  this  occasion  and 
to  the  great  value  of  the  observance. 

January,  1748  he  recorded:  “We 
met  at  four,  and  solemnly  rejoiced 
in  God  our  Savior.  I  found  much 
revival  in  my  own  soul  this  day; 
and  so  did  many  others  also.  Both 
this  and  the  following  days  I 
strongly  urged  the  wholly  giving  up 
ourselves  to  God,  and  renewing  in 
every  point  our  covenant  that  the 
Lord  should  be  our  God.” 
v  More  than  two  hundred  years  ago 
John  Wesley  found  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  people  needed  to  pause  at  least 
once  each  year  and  seek  forgive¬ 
ness  for  failures  and  short-comings 
and  needed  to  renew  their  covenant 
to  give  themselves  wholly  to  God. 
In  1758  he  wrote:  “I  exhorted  the 
society  to  follow  the  example  of 
their  English  brethren  by  jointly 
renewing  their  covenant  with  God. 
On  Tuesday  evening  I  read  the  let¬ 
ters,  by  one  of  which  a  poor  back¬ 
slider,  who  had  been  wandering 
near  eleven  years,  was  cut  to  the 
heart  and  determined  to  return  to 
Him  from  whom  he  had  so  deeply 
revolted.” 

The  Journal  is  replete  with  many 
references  to  the  never-failing 
blessing  of  God  that  attended  each 
Covenant  Service.  In  1760  he  re¬ 
corded  this  observation:  :  “A  great 
number  of  us  waited  upon  God,  at 
five,  at  nine,  and 'at  one,  with  fast¬ 
ing  and  prayer;  and  at  six  in  the 
evening  we  met  at  the  church  in 
Spitalfields  to  renew  our  covenant 
with  God.  It  was  a  blessed  time; 
the  windows  of  heaven  were  open, 
and  the  skies  poured  down  right¬ 
eousness.” 

John  Wesley  always  spoke  of 
these  covenant  services  as  “solemn” 
occasions  and  often  joined  together 
the  need  for  sorrow  for  sin,  and  the 
blessing  that  comes  with  renewing 
the  covenant.  In  1764  he  said:  “The 
whole  society  met  in  the  evening 
and  jointly  renewed  their  covenant 
with  God,  in  a  form  recommended 
by  Mr.  Richard  Alleine;  and  many 
felt  that  God  was  there.  It  was  a 
day  of  His  power  not  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten,  a  day  both  of  godly  sorrow  and 
strong  consolation.” 

As  time  went  on  it  seems  that 
larger  and  larger  congregations  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  invitation  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Covenant  Services.  In 
1771  he  records:  “A  large  congrega¬ 
tion  rnet  at  Spitalfields  in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  in  order  to  renew,  with  one 
heart  and  one  voice,  their  covenant 
with  God.  This  was  not  in  vain; 
the  Spirit  of  Glory  and  of  God,  as- 
usual,  rested  upon  them.”  In  1775 
he  says:  “We  had  a  larger  congre¬ 
gation  at  the  renewal  of  the  coven¬ 


ant  than  we  have  had  for  many 
years;  and  I  do  r.ot  know  that  ever 
we  had  a  greater  blessing.  After¬ 
wards  many  desired  to  return 
thanks,  either  for  a  sense  of  pardon, 
for  full  salvation,  or  for  a  fresh 
manifestation  of  His  grace,  healing 
all  their  backsliding.” 

In  the  later  years  we  observe 
John  Wesley  referring  to  the  Cov¬ 
enant  Service  as  an  established 
practice  on  New  Year’s  Day  or  early 
in  January.  These  are  common  ex¬ 
pressions  during  the  1770’s:  “We 
met  as  usual,  in  the  evening,  in 
order  solemnly  and  explicitly  to  re¬ 
new  our  covenant  with  God.”  “We 
(as  usual)  solemnly  renewed  our 
covenant  with  God.  It  was  a  time 
never  to  be  forgotten;  God  poured 
down  upon  the  assembly  ‘the  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication,’  especial¬ 
ly  in  singing  that  verse  of  the  con¬ 
cluding  hymn  — 

To  us  the  covenant  blood  apply, 
Which  takes  our  sins  away; 

And  register  our  names  on  high, 
And  keep  us  to  that  day.” 

He  expresses  the  same  confidence 
and  satisfaction  in  God’s  response 
to  the  worshippers  as  the  years 
passed  and  more  adequate  churches 
were  built.  In  1779  he  observed: 
“At  length  we  have  a  house  capable 
of  containing  the  whole  society.  We 
met  there  this  evening  to  renew  our 
covenant  with  God.  We  never  meet 
on  that  solemn  occasion  without  a 
peculiar  blessing.”  Again  in  1833 
he  expressed  a  similar  thought:  “We 
met  to  renew  our  covenant  with 
God.  We  never  meet  on  this  oc¬ 
casion  without  a  blessing;  but  I  do 
not  know  that  we  had  ever  so  large 
a  congregation  before.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  as 
the  years  passed,  with  this  usual 
genius  for  adaptation  or  adjustment 
to  changing  times,  the  Methodist 
movement  adapted  the  Covenant 
Service  to  the  new  day  but  found 
the  same  blessing  in  the  observance. 
In  1786  John  Wesley  says:  “We  be¬ 
gan  that  solemn  service,  the  renew¬ 
ing  of  our  covenant  with  God,  not 
in  the  evening  as  heretofore,  but  at 
three  in  the  afternoon,  as  more  con¬ 
venient  for  the  generality  of  people. 
And  God  was  with  us  of  a  truth.” 
Again  in  1787  he  mentions:  “At  the 
desire  of  many  of  our  friends,  we 
began  that  -solemn  work  of  renew¬ 
ing  our  covenant  with  God  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  two  hours  earlier 
than  usual.” 

However,  two  years  later,  in  1789, 
two  years  before  his  death,  John 
Wesley  mentions  the  service  on 
January  4,  as  being  in  the  evening. 
You  will  note  that  this  reference 
to  the  Covenant  Service  is  41  years 
later  than  the  first  one  mentioned 
in  this  article,  yet  the  same  vital 
spirit  is  reflected  in  Wesley’s  words: 
“Although  the  extreme  severity  of 
the  weather  kept  many  tender  peo¬ 
ple  away,  yet  we  had  a  large  con¬ 
gregation  in  the  evening  to  renew 
their  covenant  with  God,  and  we  al- 
way  find,  when  we  avouch  Him  to 
be  our  God,  He  avouches  us  to  be 
His  people.” 

Surely  in  January,  1960  there  is 
no  less  need  for  the  people  called 
“Methodist”  to  come  together  in 
penitence,  and  to  renew  once  again 
their  covenant  with  God.  We  are 


confident  that  He  will  be  no  less 
ready  to  pour  out  His  blessing  upon 
us  than  He  was  upon  the  Methodists 
of  1789.  To  help  each  Methodist 
church  to  observe  such  a  Covenant 
Sunday,  Methodist  Evangelistic  Ma¬ 
terials,  1903  Gfand  Avenue,  Nash¬ 
ville  5,  Tennessee,  announces  two 
worship  services.  One  is  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  own  Covenant  Service,  and  the 
other  is  a  special  Covenant  Service 
prepared  especially  for  this  175th 
anniversary,  by  Dr.  Lowell  S.  Ilaz- 
zard  of  Wesley  Thealogical  Semi¬ 
nary,  Washington,  D.C.  It  is  1 75th 
Anniversary  of  the  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference.  Both  of  these  services 
arc  complete  with  hymns,  prayers, 
and  responses  and  are  designed  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  all  the 
worshippers.  (Each  service  is 
priced  at  $2.00  per  100.) 


Methodism’s  Total  Enlistment  is 
a  timely  volume  of  96  pages  de¬ 
signed  to  define,  promote,  give  con¬ 
tent  to,  and  motivate  the  church 
for  the  Year  of  Total  Enlistment. 
The  eight.  Bishops  and  two  staff 
members  who  have  contributed 
chapters  have  done  an  outstanding 
job. 

Something  of  the  spirit  which 
permeates  this  book  is  revealed  in 
the  words  with  which  Bishop  Eu¬ 
gene  M.  Frank  closes  his  chapter 
on  “Total  Enlistment  of  Self.”  He 
says:  “There  are  enough  Methodist 
pastors  in  America  to  turn  the  tide 
of  secularism  in  our  society,  if  ev¬ 
ery  one  of  us  became  burning 
flames,  instead  of  passionless  advo¬ 
cates.  There  are  enough  Christians 
in  the  world  to  turn  the  tide  of  ma¬ 
terialism,  if  we  became  evangelists 
of  the  first  order. 

“Our  homework  is  unfinished. 
We  are  too  proud  to  repent!  Too 
wilful  to  obeyl  Too  safe  to  be  se¬ 
cure!  When  we  have  finished  our 
homework,  the  ‘Total  Enlistment 
of  Self,’  we  shall  be  ready  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  world  what  Christ 
has  done  for  each  of  us.  When  the 
world  sees  these  scars,  marks,  fruits 
of  Christ's  transformation  in  us,  it 
may  not  accept  the  Good  News  we 
have  to  speak,  but  God  will  bring 


Methodism  was  brought  into  be¬ 
ing  by  God  for  a  purpose;  Metho¬ 
dists  are  the  people  whom  He  looks 
to  for  fulfilling  that  purpose.  As  a 
people,  we  have  an  identity,  per¬ 
sonality,  _  responsibility,  accounta¬ 
bility.  As  a  people,  we  are  making 
our  offering  of  love  and  service  to 
God.  How  pleased  is  He  with  the 
offering:  How  pleased  .can  He  be 
if,  as  a  people,  we  are  only  50%  ef¬ 
fective?  As  a  people,  do  we  care 
enough  about  the  kind  of  offering 
we  are  making  to  the  Lord? 

Methodists,  by  grace,  have  done 
much  in  response  to  God’s  expecta¬ 
tion  of  them.  We  can  do  more-- 
we  need  to  live  in  love,  integrity, 
a  firmly  rooted  character;  we  ought 
to  be  providing  more  ministers  and 
missionaries  for  the  Lord;  we  must 
be  burdened  for  anyone  who  doesn’t 
know  Jesus  and  have  a  Church 
home  and  establish  contact  with 
them;  we  must  be  tithers  to  the 
Lord’s  House.  Of  course,  we  are  in¬ 
dividuals,  and,  as  such,  are  respon¬ 
sible  But  we  are  a  people,  loosely 
defined,  sometimes,  to  be  sure,  but 
still  a  people.  Part  of  our  responsi¬ 
bility,  as  individuals,  is  our  mem¬ 
bership  in  this  community  of  God 
Indeed,  our  discipleship  finds  its 
best  expression  in  and  through  this 
people  of  God. 

Methodism  must  concern  hersell 
with  being  what  God  intends  her  to 
be:  alive,  growing,  building,  serv¬ 
ing,  expanding;  in  every  way.  But 
what  we  cannot  do,  God  must  do 
as  we  fully  rely  on  Him.  We  must 
pray  that,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus,  He 
will  bless  The  Methodist  Church, 
that  He  will  have  mercy  on  her. 
that  He  will  baptize  her  and  use  her 
for  His  glory. 

For  God  to  do  this,  enough  peo¬ 
ple  have  got  to  want  it.  He  won’t 
do  it  against  our  will  or  in  the  face 
of  our  indifference. 


the  harvest  and  will  give  glory  to 
His  Son,  Jesus  Christ.” 
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